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[Grimgar]

La tw d€ chi “thé& gii” nay. Khong ai hi€u twong tin né la tong thé cac
dao va luc dia, 1a mdt phian trong d6, hay bao gom ta't cd moi thir. Du vay,
khi nhitng nguwoi song & ving da't nay néi dén “thé& gid¢i”, ho s€ st dung céi
tén &y. V€ co ban, n6 dwoc dung d€ chi luc dia rong 1'n bao gdém day nui
Tenryuu cling khu vyc phia Nam (Ban dia) va phia Bic (Bién canh) cta day
nui nay.

[Vuong qud'c Arabakia]

La veong qudc duy nha't cia (hdu hét) nhin loai (vAn tOn tai nhing
thanh bang va cac ti€u qud’c khac). Mac du tredc diy da tieng vo cung thinh
vrong, 1anh tho mé rdng dé€n vung da't hién nay goi la Bién canh, nhuwng do
that bai tredec Lién minh cac vi vua, D& qudc Bat tir nén da phai rdt lui vé
phia Nam day nuii Tenryuu d€ bao toan thé lyc. Tw d6, phia Nam day nui
Tenryuu mang tén 12 Ban dia, phia Bic dwoc goi 1a Bién canh.

[Thanh phé” phao dai Alterna]

La ct di€m phong vé duy nhdt tai Bién canh cia Vwong qudc
Arabakia. Thanh ph6” kh&i dau, thanh tri ctia nhan loai. Tap trung mdt loat
co s& vat chdt nhw quan tro, quan rwou, ti€ém v khi, hi€p hdi cac loai
(guild) ... Thanh ph& do ba twdc ving bién canh Alterna - Garlan Vedoy -
cai tri, nim git quan ddi ving bién canh Alterna dudi tredng tedng quin
Lasentra. Nho lién minh voi cac tdc Elf rieng Kagemori, toc Dwarf day ndi
Kokkin, tdc Centaur & hoang mac Kazahaya ... noi ddy méi c6 th€ xoay x&
duy tri th& lwc. Mat khac, ciing ¢6 quan hé ddi dich véi nhiéu chiing toc.



IQUAI VAT]

Goblin

La nhtrng tén lun xadu xi, doc 4c. Chiéu cao t6i da Ién toi 140 cm.
Nhiéu ca th€ chi khodng 120 cm. Chiing c6 lan da mau xanh ndn chudi va
tai nhon. Tuy c6 khac nhau gitra tirng ca thé nhwng nhin chung, chiing kha
thong minh, khong tham gia cac tran chi€n bat lgii. Chung thich hoat dong
theo bay. Chung dang xay dung moOt mo hinh dang nhw veong qudc dya
theo st chi phdi huyét thdng. Nhor dé nhiéu, thoi gian mang thai ngén chi
khoang ba thang, sticc khde déo dai cung td'c d trwedng thanh nhanh, nén s6
lwong cd the cua ching cuwc ki nhiéu. Ching c6 tap tinh nhét cac d6 vat
quan trong vao cdi tii nho, dwoc goi la tdi goblin, ma ching hay vac trén
vai. Nhirng con goblin cdp cao thwong trang tri chi€c tii goblin &y nén ban
than vt nay ciing ban dwgc voi gid kha cao. Bon ching ciing thich treng
dién theo ki€u cia minh nén thwong mang trén ngwdi nhirng vat dit tién.
La muc tiéu sin bit.

Hobgoblin

La mot nhanh ctia goblin, s& lwong it hon so v&i goblin. Ching gidng
goblin nhung ¢6 vioc dang twrong dwong véi nhan loai. Ching hung dir hon
goblin nhwng c6 tri tu¢ thap hon, bi goblin thuan héa va c6 khi bién thanh
nhitng nd 1& chién dau. Do cao hon goblin nén ching thwdong bi bét nat.
Mot bo phan hobgoblin ¢6 tri tué da thi€t 1ap xa hoi ki€u bd lac va ddi dich
voi goblin. Thinh thodng s€ ¢6 nhirng hobgoblin biét vang 1o, dwgrc goblin
nudi va trang bi theo ki€u vé si, khi€n chiing trd nén cwc ki manh mé. Cac
goblin ¢6 thé lyc da phan s€ dwoc nhirng hobgoblin ki€u nay bao vé.

Chuét hang

La loai chudt 1o6n ¢ mdt con meo, nhanh nhen, 16ng trén co th€ ra't
ctirng. Ching kha giéng véi con nhim. Ching c6 tap tinh cudn tron nguoi
lai va lan di d€ chay trdn. C6 nhiéu phan loai. Ching la loai dn tap nhwng
thich an thit, cling c6 nhtrng con chudt hang hung bao tu tip thanh bay de



tan cong nhirng con thd Ion (bao gém ca con ngwoi). Thit ciia ching khdng
ngon 18m. Da va 16ng cting khdng c6 gid tri st dung. La mdt loai dong vat
¢6 hai.

Tdc bat tir [Undead]

La mot nhanh cida tdc ba't ti. Ching la ching toc m&i, dwoc sinh ra béi
Vua Bat tir. Skeleton, zombie va ghost thwe t€ khong phéi 1a undead (voi
con nguwei, nhiéu khi chiing van bi coi 12 undead). Undead 1a nhtrng sinh
vat da ché€t mot Tan nhung lai khong chét hin va cling khong bi thdi rra.
Chiing ¢6 nang lyc tai sinh cwc manh, chi tiéu diét dwoe khi bi thi€u chay
hay ndo bi phd huy. Nguwoi ta van néi n€u nhirng xac chét nhan dwoc dong
mau den cia Vua Ba't t& thi tré thanh undead nhwng hién nay, khi khdng c6
Vua B4t tir, nhitng thay t& hay gidm muc cta tdc ba't t¢ van thyc hién
“Nghi 1& bat t” va bién xdc chét thanh undead. Nhitng ké da bién thanh
undead mat di phéan 1on ki e khi con sdng va s€ nguyén trung thanh véi
Vua Bat tir. K& ca hién tai, khi Vua Bat t& da mat di thi di€u nay ciling
khong thay doi.

Zombie

Do “Loi nguyén cia Vua Bat t”, n€u khong dwoc xi& 1i ding céch,
nhirng nguoi chét tai Grimgar s€ hod thanh “Nguwoi hdu cua Vua Bat té”.
Zombie ndi cach khac 1a nhirng ké “cé thit”, khi thit bi thdi rira va roi hét,
ching s€ tré thanh skeleton. Ching s€ khong the€ ctv ddng dwoe néu dau bi
chat @it hay ndo bi pha hiy, va n€u ct d€ ké nhw vy, ching s€ bi€n thanh
skeleton khong nguyén ven hoac ghost.



setting

[DANH SACH NGHE NGHIEP]

Chién binh (Warrior)

Phap su (Mage)

Pao tac (Thief)

Tu s1 (Priest)

Tho san (Hunter)

Thanh ki si (Paladin)

Hic 4m ki si (Dread Knight)

° Ngoai ra ciling ¢6 nhirng ngh€ dic biét khac nhw “Vo s,

[Hoc tap skill (ki niing, chiéu thire) va ma thuét]

Pdi véi nhieng ki nédng, chiéu thirc (goi chung la skill), ma thuét c¢6 th€
hoc dworc thong qua rén luyén, trang thai ghi nhé cling 14m chi coi 1a ¢6 cin
ban, c¢6 th€ thyc hanh, chir ban dau chwa th€ phat huy day da uy luc cling
nhw hi€u qua cda ching. Thong qua viéc luyén tdp, dic biét la st dung
trong thyc chi€n (st dung trong thyc chi€n dwore xem 1a cé hiéu qua gap
muoi Tan luyén tip), mirc d6 thanh thuc s€ dan tich luy, gidp ting budc
phat huy dwoc uy lye cling nhw hiéu qua von c¢6. S€ ton nhiéu thoi gian
cling nhw cong stec d€ c6 theé hoc dwore tron ven cac skill.

[Clan]

La nhirng nhém hay doi dwge tao thanh chd y&u tw linh tinh nguyén c6
cung muc ti€u. Mang y nghia twvong dwong dong doi. Khi tdn cong nhirng
thanh tri hay mé cung quy mo6 16n ma mot t& doi don 18 s& dé gip khé khin
thi ¢An phai lién k&t nhiéu t& ddi. Ngudi ta cho rang nhitng ngudi tao dung
clan bat dau xud't hién tw tinh hu6ng nhw vay. Tuy khong c6 quy dinh 16
rang doi vé&i doan linh tinh nguyén nhung van khuyén khich ding ki tai vén
phong khi 1ap clan.

[Guild]



C6 rat nhiéu hiép hoi (guild) ton tai & thé gidi nay. Pa phian déu la cac
t0 chirc doan th€ cua modt nghé nghiép nha't dinh. Theo hiép dinh gitra tat
ca céac hiép hoi, mdi cd nhan chi dwoc phép trirc thudc mot hiép hoi. Céc
hiép hoi c6 quy dinh bit budc phai bdo vé& hoi vién clia minh trong hau hét
cac treong hop. Pay la ludt bat thanh van, chi dwoc cac hiép hdi truyén
miéng t&i cac thanh vién, ngwoi nao vi pham s€ bi dudi khodi hiép hoi.
Nguwoi da bi duoi khdng dwoe phép gia nhap lai hiép hoi cii d6. Ngoai ra,
moi viée c6 két thiic chi bing bién phdp truc xud't khdi hiép hoi hay khong
thi tuy vao ting noi. Cling cé treong hop hiép hdi c ngwoi truy dudi va
12y mang ké vi pham.



-~ -
“— Hay tinh giac.”

u’d’Dnhu’ nghe thay tiéng ai d6 goi, cAu mé mat.

T61 qud. Pang 1a budi dém sao? Nhwng khong hoan toan tdi den. Van
c6 4nh sang. LA Itra. O phia trén d4u. Lira dang thip séng. Hinh nhw 12 nén.
Nhitng ciy nén nhd dwoc gin trén twong dang chdy bap bung. Khong chi
c¢6 mot. Nhi€u cdy nén x&€p cich nhau, chay dai vé phia xa. Pay, la dau?

Cau thdy hoi kho théd. Thir cham vao birc twong, cdu cdm nhan dwoc sy
cirng ran va tho rap. Pay ro rang dau phai 1a twong, chi 12 khdi dd ma thoi.
Théo nao lung cdu dya vao lai thd'y dau. Mong cling dau ntra. L€ nao day la
mot cai hang? Hang ha? Tai sao céu lai & trong mot cdi hang cor chu...?

Nhirng ngon nén dwore dat kha cao, né€u cau dirng 1€n va veon theamg tay
thi ¢6 1& van cham t&i. Chinh nho céi @6 cao dé6 ma cau hau nhw chglng nhin
thd’y cd tay 1an chan cua minh.

Nhung ciu cdm nhén dworc thir gi d6. Khi ldng tai nghe, ciu tha’y lodng
thodng c¢6 &m thanh nhw ti€ng hit théd. La con ngwoi chang? Néu khong
phai con nguei thi bi€t 1am thé nao? C6 1€ ciu s€ gdp nguy. Nhung ciu lor
mo cam thay d6 la con nguoi.

“OY d6, c6 ai phai khong...?” C4u rut r& thi 1én tiéng.

Ngay lap tirc c6 tiéng “A, c6” ddp lai. LA mot giong nam. Giong tra 1o
“... C6” ti€p theo chic Ia con gdi. Mot ngudi con trai khac dép lai cut lan
“U”. Ai d6 lai 1én tiéng “... Qua nhién”. “O day c6 may nguwoi?”, “D&m thir
xem nao?”, “... Ma chd nay 12 chd nao?”, “Chju...”, “Khong c6 tén nao biét
a?”, “Chuyén gi dang dién ra viy?”, “Chuyén nay 1a sao?”

Troi a. Chuyén nay la sao? Tai sao moi ngwoi lai & noi nay? Vi lé gi?
Tw bao gio?

Ciu bau chat 18y nguc minh. Cau cheamg biét gi ca. Cau da & day tw lic
nao? Tai sao c4u lai & chd nay? Khi bit dau suy nghi, c6 diéu gi d6 sip ndy
ra trong dau ciu nhung lai nhanh chéng tan bién di. Cau khong bi€t, hoan
toan, khong bi€t gi hét.



“Chiang trdch moi ngudi ¢t ngdi yén mét chd,” ai d6 1én tiéng. D6 1a
mot ngwoi con trai, cha't giong khan khan, tram tha’p.

C6 am thanh nghe nhw ti€ng dAm 1én sdi. Ngwoi kia ¢6 vé da dirng 1én.

“Cau dinh di dau?” Mot giong nw 1€n ti€ng hoi.

“L’an theo birc twong,” ciu ta trd 1o, “thi di vé phia c¢6 anh sang.”

Giong ciu ta cuc ki binh tinh. Cau ta khong thy s¢’ sao? Tai sao cau ta
lai khong bi lung lay nhi? Nguwoi kia dirng cach ciu hai cdy nén. Ciu ta c6
vé& khd cao. Anh sdng tod tir nhitng ngon nén gidp ciu nhin dwgre mot chit
phian dau cua cau ta. Téc cau ta khong den, ma la mau bac...?

“T6i cling di,” mdt cd gdi néi. Nguoi khdc 1én tieng: “... Chic tdi cling
di thoéi.” P6 1a mot giong nam. “Cho, cho vai, ca tdi nira!” Mot anh chang
khac néi.

“Hudng nguoc lai ¢6 vé ciling di dwoc da'y. Mic du khdng ¢6 nén”, lai
cé nguoi 1én ti€ng, giong hoi cao nhwng ¢4 1€ 1a con trai.

Anh chang téc mau bac vt lai cdu “Né&u thich di bén d6 thi cir tw
nhién” r'6i ca't bwdc. Moi nguoi cd vé déu sé di theo cdu ta. VAy thi cau
cling phéi di th6i. Cau voi vang ding ddy. Cau khong mudn don ddc mot
minh.

Ro tay theo birc twong dd, ciu rut re ca't bwdec.

Mt @a't khong tron trregt, tuy 14m chd gap ghénh nhung van kha dé di.

Pang trede va ding sau ciu déu c6 ngwdi, mic di ciu ch:fmg bi€t ho la
ai. Nghe giong thi c¢6 vé ciing khong 1én tudi 1&m. It nha't 1a khong c6
ngwoi quen cua cu. Ngwoi quen a? Nguoi quen. Ban be. Gi vdy nhi? That
ki la. Cau khong nghi ra bat ki ai. Khong, chinh x4c thi, ctr mdi ['4n ciu sip
nho ra dwgre khuén mat nao d6 thi né lai bi€n mat ngay 1ap tic. Khong
hi€u noi.

Khong chi ban be ma k€ ca gia dinh cling vay.

Thay vi “khong nhé”, néi ring “ciu tirng nhé nhung di quén mat” thi
dung hon.

“... C6 1€ minh khong nén nghi ntra.”

“Cau...” Giong n6i cat Ién twr sau lwng ciu, 1o rang la mot cd gai tré. «...
Cau vira n6i gi a?”

“Khong, chgng co gi...”



Khéng... w? Thdt sao? Khong cé chuyén gi? Ché nao chie?

Cau lic dau. Khong biét tir lic ndo ciu da dung lai. Di tiép thoi. Cau
phdi budc di. Khong nén nghi ngoi gi nita. CAu c6 cdm gidc rang minh
cang nghi ngoi thi cang chaalng hi€u gi ca.

Hang nén van ti€p tuc chay dai, khong bié€t dau 1a di€m cudi.

Chfmg biét cau di bao xa roi nhi? Co6 1€ cau da di dwoc kha xa, ma co
khi khong phai vay, cdu cling cheamg 0 nra. Cam gidc vé khoang cach va
thoi gian chia ciu da té liét r'oi.

“Co6 cai gi da’y,” ai d6 & phia tredee 1én ti€ng. “Sang qua. ... Pén a?”

Anh chang téc bac néi: “La chan song sit”. Mot ciu con trai khdc lién
reo lén: “P¢ 1a 161 ra phai khong...!?”

Budc chan ciu 1ap tirc tré nén nhe bang. D xung quanh t61 mu, ciu
van nh4n ra moi ngwoi déu voi vang ti€n vEé phia tredec.

Thay roi. Sang hon hin céc ngon nén, ding la nhtrng chi€c den. Hinh
nhw ching dwoe gdn trén twong. Anh séng tir nhitng ngon dén chi€u sing
th nhin gié'ng nhw cidc chan song.

Anh chang téc bac nim 14y chdn song sit. Ngoai mdi téc bac, twong
mao ciu ta con giong nhw ma’y tay du con. Ciu ta lic nhitng cha’n song st
dwr doi khi€n ching chuyén dong. “T6i mo ra day.”

Anh chang du con kéo nhirng chan song vé phia minh. Canh ctra ¢6
song sat mé ra cling v&i Am thanh ken két.

Vai ngeoi dong thanh kéu 6 1€n. Phia sau anh chang du c6n, mot ¢6 gai
voi bo dang an dién 1én ti€ng: “Co di ra dwore khong!?”

Anh chang du c6n ti€n vé phia canh ctra. ““... La cau thang. C6 the' di 1én
phia trén.”

Pang sau canh ctra 1a mot 181 di chat hep, ddy mui 4&m moc. Tiép dén 1a
mot cau thang bang d4 t6i om, khong c¢6 den, nhung lai c6 dnh sdng roi
xudng twr phia trén.

Moi ngwoi x€p thanh mdt hang, leo 1én tirng bac ciu thang.

Pau bén trén cta cau thang ciing 1ip nhitng chan song sit. Lan nay c6
vé khong m¢ dwgrc. Anh chang du con lién tuc nén nim dam vao nhtrng
chan song. “C6 ai & day khong? Mau m¢ cdi nay ra!”



Giong cdu ta day tirc giin, nghe nhw ti€ng r6ng cta da thd. C6 nang an
dién ciing rit 1én: “Nay, c6 ai khong? Ai d6 mé ctra di!”. Ping sau hai
ngwoi, mot cau ban téc xoan ciing hét 1on: “Nay! M¢ ctra ra! Nay!”

Khéng 1au sau, anh chang du cdn bd tay khdi song sit va hoi i lai.
Hinh nhw ¢6 nguoi dang di dé€n. C6 nang an dién cung ciu ban téc xoan
cling im 1dng. C6 am thanh nhw ti€ng m& khéa vang 1én. Canh cong lam tw
nhitng song sit mé ra, r'oi ai d6 néi: “Ra di!”. C6 vé day 1a tiéng clia ngudi
dan 6ng da md khoa cira.

Lén khoi cau thang 12 mot cin phong bang d4, tuy khong c ctta s&
nhung vAn sdng nho 4nh deén. Ngoai ciu thang bon ciu vtra di 1én, con ¢
cau thang khdc dn t&i tAng trén.

Moi thr déu cii ki, chaalng mang hoi hwd'm hién dai chit nao. Dién mao
cta ngeoi dan dng md ctra ciing ki la. B&i vi, thit khodc trén nguoi 6ng ta
khong phai 12 quan 4o binh thwong, ma bang kim loai. D6 ... giap? Ngoai
ra, Ong ta con d6i mot cdi mi khi€n ngwoi ta mudn goi né 1a mi tru. Thir
ong ta deo bén hong c6 vé cling chaalng phéi mot cdi gay. C6 1€ 1a mét thanh
ki€m? Thoi dai nao r'oi con mac gidap voi deo ki€m chir? Ma ¢6 1€ cling
ching phai va'n dé vé thoi dai.

Nguwoi dan dng mic gidp kéo mot vat den thui dwore gén trén twong.

Twdng va san nha rung lac nhé nhe, roi c6 ti€ng dong ning né vang Ién.
Birc twong da chuyén dong.

Mot phiéan cia bire twong tur tor mo ra.

N6 treot vao trong, d€ 10 mot céi 10 hinh chir nhat.

Ngwoi dan 6ng méc giap lai n6i “Ra di!” roi hat ham vé phia bén ngoai
céi 16.

Anh chang du ¢6n ra tredc, cd nang an dién theo sau. Nhw bi ho 16i kéo,
tdt cd moi ngwdi Mn lwot bwde qua cdi 10. ... Bén ngoai. L'an nay thyc sy 12
& bén ngoai.

Khong bi€t bay gio’ 1a trwedc binh minh hay budi hoang hén nhi.

BAu troi mo sdng trai rong khip bon phia.

Ca bon dang & trén mdt ngon d'6i nho.

Khi quay dau lai, cdu tha'y mot toa thap cao swng strng. Tt ndy dén gior
bon c4u vAn & bén trong, hay néi chinh xac hon 1a & bén dwdi tda thap nay.



Cau tht ki€m lai s& ngwoi. Nam cé tdm ngwoi bao gdm ca anh chang
du con, ciu ban téc xoan va cdu, nir ¢c6 bon nguoi tinh ca cd nang an dién.
ToOng cong c6 mwoi hai nguoi.

Do trovi t01 nén cdu khong nhin 16, di vy van biét dwoc dai khdi ddng
nguoi, trang phuc, ki€u t6c cling nhu dwong nét khudén mat ctia ho. Qua
nhién, chang c6 ai la nguoi quen cua ciu ca.

Ai do lén ti€ng: “Kia la thanh pho phai khong?”. La mdt cdu con trai
cao gay c6 mai téc thang mwot. Cau 8y dang chi vé phia bén kia ngon d6i.

Nhin sang hwdng dé, ciu thd’y nhirng tda nha san sat.

Thanh phd. Pung 13 nhin rt giong. Chéic chin 12 mot thanh phd. C6
diéu, thanh phd dé dwoc vay quanh béi hang rao — khong, khdng phai loai
hang rao méng manh, yé€u &'t ma la mot birc twong cao va kién ¢6'.

“Thay vi goi 1a thanh phd’,” mdt cau ban gay go deo cap kinh mau xanh
réu lén ti€ng, “to1 thd'y né gidong mot thanh tri hon.”

Giong thi tham chr “Thanh tri...” ctia cau khdng hi€u sao nghe nhw cua
mot nguoi khac.

“... Xin 18i,” c6 gdi véc ngwdi nhd nhin dirng ngay sau ciu rut ré hdi.
“... Day la noi nao vay?”

“Ay, cau c6 hdi thi t& ciing chiu thoi.”

“...Vay a. Xin 10i, c... ¢6 ai biét... chd nay 1a dau khong?”

Chrflng ai 1én ti€ng. N&u khong phai dang ¢6 tinh lam khoé ban nir kia
hodc gidu gi€m vi mot 1i do nao d6 thi c6 nghia 1a moi ngwoi ¢ day déu
chang biét gi.

Cau ban t6c xodn vira gai 18y gai d€ lam rdi tung mdi téc clia minh vira
néi “That sao troi...”

Mot anh chang trong da thdy la dan choi, méc do thun ké soc, dap tay
vao nhau va néi: “Pung r6i! Sao khong hdi ga kia nhi!? Cai tay mac giap
kia kia!”

Anh mét cta ca hdi tap trung vé phia 167 ra vao ciia toa thép.

Ngay sau do, ctra ra dan thu hep lai.

Mot birc twong trdi 1én tir bén dwdi, tir tir chan ma't 187 di.

“K... Khoan, d¢ii da...” Anh chang dan choi hdt hoang chay lai, nhung
khong kip. L&1 ra vao bi€n ma't ngay 1ap tirc, khong phan biét dwoc voi birc



twong bén ngoai nira. “Nay nay, khong phai thé” chir. Dwng lai di! Nay...”
Vira néi ciu ta vira so soang va gd vao chd nay chd kia khip birc twong
nhung chzatng cé gi xay ra. Cudi cung, anh chang dan choi ng'di bét xudng.

“Gay go that nhda.” Mot ¢6 géai v&i mai téc dai t€t thanh hai bim 1én
tiéng, voi ngr diéu hoi ki la.

“... La that r'6i,” cau ban téc xodn ngodi thup xuéng, guc dau chan nan.
“La that... La that...”

“Va thé&’1a, thoi di€m hoan hao da tdi...!”

Mot giong nit ba't ngd vang 1én lanh lanh. Ua, 14 cta ai...?

Nhom cua ciu cé bdn nir. C6 nang an di€n, cd ban t€t toc, c6 ban nhod
nguwdi rut ré cling mot ¢d ban khac con nhd hon, chic cao khong t&i mét
reoi. Céi giong lanh lanh d6 khéc hin giong ctia ¢d nang dn dién 14n ¢6 ban
t€t toc hay co ban rut re. C6 1€ cling ch?ing phéi cua c6 ban ti hon kia.

“To6i xud't hién roi, toi ra mit day. O’ dau!? O day!”

“(y dau ha!?” Anh chang dan choi dimg bat day, hét 1émn.

“Purng cudng lén, ding lam 0n, cling dwng tha 1dng hay vo dau bt
toc.”

Ngwoi d6 c6 vé dang trdn phia sau toa thap. Tw bén canh toa thap, mdt
cO gai 16 mit ra, miéng hdt ngdm nga. Co ta c6 ki€u téc ma “dan gian van
goi 1a “budc téc hai bén” thi phai.

“Xin chao. Moi nguwoi ¢6 khde khong? Chao murng dén voi Grimgar.
T6i 12 Hiyomu, ngwoi s€ hwedng dan cho cdc ban ddy. L'4n dau gdp miit.
Cung gitip do nhau nhé. A hi hi.”

“Ki€u néi chuyén nghe ma 16n rudt.” Mot cau dau dinh néi, nghién rang
ken ket.

“A” Hiyomu rut ddu mot cdi r'oi lai 14p tiee 16 ra. “So¢ qua. That dang
so. Bung gidn nhw vy ma. Puwoc khong? DBi ma? Nhé? Nhé?”

Cau d4u dinh tic lwdi. “Vay thi dong c6 lam tdi cau.”

“Ro!” Hiyomu nhdy phdc ra dirng bén canh toa thdp r'oi lam dong tac
nhw tw thé” chao quan doi. “Tw gio Hiyomu s€ chud y! Chd y that ki nhé?
Vay da dwoc chwa? Pwoc r'oi phai khong? Hé hé.”

“...Nguwoi cd'y da'y ha?”



“ A, 10 mat roi a? Nay, nay, dung gian, khong dwgc dam, khong dwoc
da dau nha, Hiyomu ghét bi dau, Hiyomu muén dwgc d6i xi nhe nhang.
Ma thoéi, ndi chuyén cong viéc dwore chwa nhi?”

“N6i nhanh 1én!” Anh chang du c6n gan giong.

Khéic v&i cdu ddu dinh, ciu ta khong 10 ro vé tiee gidn, nhwng giong ndi
lai ra't c6 tinh chat de doa.

“Vay thi,” Hiyomu cwoi khidc khich, “t6i s€ 1am viéc nhé?”

BAu troi dan dan sdng 1én. Séng hon hin so véi trude dé.

Khong phai hoang hon ma 1a binh minh.

Man dém dang dan bi€n mat.

“Trwde hét, moi ngwoi hay theo t6i. Téi di tredre bay gio.”

Hiyomu bwdce di, vung vay hai dudi téc. Nhin thi thdy ¢6 mdt con
dwong dan tr tda thap xudng dwdi chan ddi. Con dwong dat den hinh
thanh do c6 quéd nhiéu dau chan di qua, hai bén c6 moc um tum. Nhung
phiéh d4 1én mau tring nim rai rac diy d6 gita cdc lum cd bao phii ngon
d6i. S& lwong ra't nhidu. Qua nhiéu, lai con sip x&p c6 trit tw, nhw the
dwoc ngwo'i ta ddt ¢ do.

“Nay, may cdi d6...,” ciu ban téc xodn chi vé phia nhitng ting d4 tring.
“Chang 1& 1a mg...?”

CAiu rung minh.

N6i mé&i thaYy, trén cdc tdng dd c6 khic cdi gi d6 trra nhw nhirng chir céi.
Phia treedrc tang da con thdy dit ca hoa. Nghia trang. Chgng 1€ ngon d6i nay
la mdt nghia trang?

Hiyomu di ding trede, khong ngoai dau lai ma chi cwdi khiic khich. Ai
ma bi€t dwoe. Hién gio cac ban dwng d€ y dén nd, ding d€ y. V&i moi
ngudi thi chuyén dé van con sém 1&m. May ma van con sém nhi. Hi hi hi
hi...”

Cau dau dinh lai tac lwoi roi da xudng dat. Du c¢6 vé kha byc boi,
nhung dwong nhw ciu ta tam thoi van s€ di theo Hiyomu. Anh chang du
con di bit dau budc di, ciu ban deo kinh mau xanh réu, co nang an dién
cung cd ban ti hon ciing theo sau. Anh chang din choi viea hét “T... t6... tOi
ntra toi nira, ca toi nira...”, vira dinh dudi theo nhém cia anh chang du cén
thi lai nga lan quay.



Xem ra khong di khong dworc roi. Nhwng Hiyomu dinh din céc ciu di
dau? Pay rot cudc la not nao?

Cau thd dai, nguwde nhin bau troi, va thét 1én mot tiéng “A...”. Cdi gi...
thé’kia?

N6 & vi tri kha thdp. R6 rang khdng phai mit troi. Qua to d€ 1a mot
ngoi sao, lai con bi khuy&t mot phian nira. Hinh dang ctia né & khoang gitra
hinh ban nguyét va trang lwoi liém. Vay chaamg 1€ day la mat trang sao?
Nhwng n€u la mat trang thi that ki la.

“...N6 mau do.”

Cau chop mét r6i nhin lai T4n nira. DU nhin bao nhiéu I4n thi né van dd
nhu h'dng ngoc.

Co6 ban rut re di phia sau cau hit vao mét hoi. Cau ngoai lai, thad’y c6
cling dang nhin chdm chdm vang tring mau dd. “A...” C6 v& c6 ban t&t téc
cling da nhan ra. C6 chdp chép mit roi khé mim cwoi. “Mit tring mau dd.
That 1a dep!”

Cau con trai v&i mdi téc thdng muot ngwde nhin vang tring do dang
treo lo Ieng trén bau troi ldc rang dong, dirng ngdy ra voi vé mét bang
hoang. Cau ban téc xoan m¢& to mét trAm tr'o, con anh chang c6 than hinh
cao to trong kh4 dé tinh lai khé rén Ién.

Cau khong biét diy la noi nao. Ciu ciling khong bi€t minh dén day tw
dau va biang cich nao. Cau chaalng nho duge gi ca. Nhung ¢6 mot diéu duy
nhat ciu chic chén.

Mt trang ctia noi nao d6 - khong phai & day - thi khong c6 mau do.

Mat trang mau do trong that la thwong.



-~ - -
1. Toan nhimg dieu khong biét

0 ln day rdy nhitng cin nha bang d4, ciing c¢6 khu chi toan nhitng kién
triic bang gd. Céc con dwong rai dd cudi udn lwgn ngodn ngoeo, khién tam
nhin bi che khua't. Pwong din nwde nhd dwore @it bén Ié nhitng con dwong
Ion. Dong nuwde chdy qua hau nhw khéng van duc. Thinh thodng céu ciing
cam tha’y mui khé chju, d& 1a mui clia chd't thai, nhung trong lic di chuyéh,
cau khong d€'y dén né nwra.

Hiyomu dAn nhém nam n& mwdi hai ngwoi vao thanh phd’ phia bén kia
ngon d'6i. Theo nhirng gi ¢6 ta ndi thi day la mot thanh phd cé tén Alterna.
Qua nhién trong thanh phd s€ c¢6 con nguoi sinh sdng, di méi sdng sé'm
nhuwng ca nhom da di ngang qua khong it dan 6ng dan ba cé vé la cw dan
clia noi nay. Ai ciing nhin chim chim mudi hai nguwdi cdc cau véi vé higu
ki. Nhwng cac cu ciing y nhw ho thoi. Tai vi nhitng nguoi dé an mac ra't ki
la. Néu hoi la & chd nao thi nhin chung, so v&i nhém muwdi hai ngeoi cdc
cdu, trang phuc ctia ho don gian, khong thoi trang, trong ra't xoang xinh.

“Chd nay,” anh chang dan choi néi, “ki€u nhw nwde ngoai y nhi?”

“A...” C4u ban téc xoin dinh ddp lai gi d6 nhung r'éi nghiéng dau thic
méc. “... Nudc ngoai? La nwdc nao? Ma t6i 12 ngwdi nude no nhi? Ua?
Quai that, t6i khong nho ra dwge... Ma dia chi noi & t6i cling chéng biet
ludon. O7”

“MAay nguoi khong nhan ra a?” Anh chang du c6n thap giong néi. “T6i
chi con nhd dwgrc mdi tén ctia minh thoi.”

Ki€u néi “chi con nho dwec” khi€n cau chi y. Néu vay, chuyén nay
mang ¥ nghia khac v&i “khdng nho” binh thwong. C6 1€ anh chang du con
cling bj tAn cong bdi thir cdm gidc “khi sip dao ra mot manh ki trc ndo d6,
no lién bj xdéa di”.

“Tén...” C4u ban tc¢ xoin vd bdm bdp 1én ngwc minh. “Tén cla tdi 1a...
Ranta. Ngoai ra thi... Um. Ch:aamg bi€t. Odi. La that sao? La ti€u tri nho
ha...”



“Né&u néi vdy,” ciu chuyén qua ch& do “bit bé ngudi khac” chang kip
nghi ngoi gi va thd’y hoi h6i han. Nhung dung lai & diy ciing khong xong,
ciu noéi not, “thi phai 1a ma't tri nhé chi...”

“E thang kia...” C4u ban téc xodn thé dai. “Mudn bit bé thi phai lam
toi chr? Phai ¢6 khi thé” twong xing méi phai! Caéi ki€u nira voi clia may
khién ngudi sim vai ké ngdc nhu tao cling thanh ki quiic dd’y bigt khong?
Con lam moi ngwoi mat hirng nira. Ma thdi ké. L'an nay bd qua cho may.
The may tén la gi?”

“Bd qua cho tao a...” Ma vwa roi 1a dong vai ké ng6c sao? Pung 1a mét
ké ngdc t& hai. Tuy van con nhiéu di€m chwa dwge lam rd nhung... Tén.
Tén cua chinh ciu. “... Tén cda tao la Haruhiro. Phai khong nhi?”

Tén téc xoin - Ranta - bén dién trd v&i vé cd' y. “Phai khong nhi? Pén
tén minh ma may cting khong bi€t a! Ma khong, that ra thi chung ta dang
noi vé chuyén chi biét moi céi tén thoi nhi...”

Tén nay thdt phién phikc... Vira nghi vy, Haruhiro vira nhin sang anh
chang du con dang di phia sau Hiyomu. Cau ta t€n la gi nhi? Khong bi€t vi
sao cdu mudn hdi ciu ta, nhwng lai thdy s¢ nén chéng dam. Tuy khong phai
de’ thay thé nhwng cau lién quay sang hdi thir cu con trai cao gay cd mai
toc thaalng muot dang di ngay bén canh, “Thé€ con cau?”

“A.” ciu con trai téc thflng muot mim cwdi. Mot anh chang cyc ki dé
chiu. “T¢ 1a Manato. T& goi cdu la Haruhiro ¢6 dwoc khong? Bd kinh ngw
nhé?”

“A, &, dwoc chtr. Vay té ciing goi cdu 12 Manato dwoc khong?”

“Ta’t nhién la dugc r'oi.”

Tha’y Manato n& nu cwoi voi minh, cdu cling bat gidc mim cwoi theo.
Nhin cdu &y ¢6 vé la ngwoi t6t, dang d€'tin twdng.

Ranta la tén phién phirc. Anh chang du c6n thi dang s¢, cdu dau dinh
trong ciling hung dit. C6 nang dn dién tao cho ciu &n twong ring cd song &
mot thé” gidi khac, con cdu ban deo kinh mau xanh réu cé vé rat thong minh
cling 1am c4u c¢6 cdm gidc khé bét chuyén khdng 16 1i do. VAy con ba ban
nr gom coO ban t€t téc, cd ban rut ré cing ¢ ban ti hon thi thé nao nhi? Cau
da néi chuyén mot chit véi ¢6 ban rut re, gio cling dang di gan ¢6 4y. Hay
la trede tién c hdi tén cd &y da? Nhung, cr sang dén giai doan cdn m¢&



miéng thi c4u lai thd’y hoi ciing thang. Haruhiro hing giong mot céi roi 1én
tiéng: “A, nay...”

“...Va...vang..”

“A, k... khong hén 13, om, chuyén gi to tat...”

“T6i &y a, tén la Kikkawa!” C4u trai choi boi ddt nhién tao dang ki
qudc r'oi lon ti€ng néi. “Puorce roi, dwge roi! Nam thi dirng ra sau di, d€ doi
nit bt dau trede! Quyét dinh 1a chiing ta s& ty gidi thiéu mot 1éo & day
ludn nhé!?”

Co ban tét téc 14c dau. “Khong nhd.”

“Khong th€ nao!” Cau trai dan choi - Kikkawa - bj danh bai mot cach
dang budn chi v&i m6t don. Haruhiro thoang nghi that dang doi céu ta.
Nhung nho ¢6 Kikkawa ma ciu ¢é thém diing khi.

“A” Haruhiro c& gdng hdi mot cdch troi chidy hét mirc c6 the. “Tén cau
12 gi? T nghi biét tén nhau thi s& d& xwng hd,... ki€u nhw, dé hon 1a lic
chwa biét ay.”

“A,’ cO ban rut re cui dau, tay kéo kéo phan téc mai loa xoa. Co ay
dinh gidu mit minh di 2? Mic di mét, mili, miéng déu & mitc vira phai
nhwng dwong nét khuén mat kha dang yéu, can gi phai gid'u di nhw thé”. ...
T& 1a... Shihoru. Tam thoi ¢6 1€ d6 1 tén td. Xin 16i cau...”

“C... ciu dau c¢n phai xin 16i.”

“Xin 131, 1a do théi quen cta t&. RA't xin 10i, t& s& chd y hon...”

Shihoru run 1ay bay nhw nai con mdi sinh. Co gdi nay c¢6 6n khong vay?
Nhin c6 &y 1am c4u thdy lo 1dng. Pay goi 12 ding trao cam gidc mudn bio
vé phai khong?

“Ciu cao to that day!” Manato bat chuyén v&i ciu ban khéng I6 trong
c6 vé dé tinh. “Cau cao c6' nao vay?

“Ha?” Cau ban khong I'6 ngo’ ngac chép chép mét. “Chiéu cao clia t&,
la mOt mét sau...”

“MoOt mét sau!?” Ranta xen vao. “VAay thi con nhd hon ca ngwoi ¢
chiéu cao cong khai trén mdt mét bay nhw t6i a!?”

“.. Té néi nham. Mot mét tém muoti, sdu? C& d6, hin viy. A. Tén t& 1a
Moguzou. Chic th&.”



“Moguzou, chuyén cho t6i mwoi centimet ngay bay gio!” Ranta vira
huych nhe Moguzou vira néi may ciu vd li. “Néu nhan dwgc muoi
centimet tir dng, tdi s€ thanh mot mét bay tam! Con 6ng 1a mot mét bay sau!
Thé 1a dao nguwoc! Pang mwng! Ping khong!?”

“Néu t& cho dwoee thi...”

Ma néy,, Haruhiro chi mu6én nguyén rda ban than vi mét [4n ntra, cau lai
tham gia bat bé Ranta. “Chiéu cao thyc sy ciia may 1la mdt mét sau tam chir
khong phai trén mdt mét bay nhi.”

“Nhiéu chuyén! Thé thi sao!? May nhin qua ciling chi nhw tao thoi!”

“Tao vwra ding mdt mét bay nhé.”

“May la d6 dang ghét! Mot ké tan ac, phan biét d6i x voi nguoi khac
chi vi chénh Iéch chiéu cao hai centimet!”

“... Tén nay ding la phién phirc.”

“Ha!? Mac du tao khdong nghe rd nhwng may vwa ndi gi ddy phai
khong!? Pung khong!? RO rang c6 n6i!”

“Khong ¢, khong c6. Tao that sy khong ndi gi ca.”

“N6i doi! May la tén quy st bién thai doi tra! Pung cé khinh thwong
doi tai cyc thinh nay cua tao! May ro rang da néi thé nay! Tén dau xu kia
xudng dia nguc di!”

“Dau co, tao that sy khong néi nhw the'.”

“May dam goi tao 1a dau xu ha! Pa’y 1a te cdm khong dwoc phép ndi ra,
that dién ti€t ma!”

“Tao da bao la tao khdng néi ma. Nghe ngwoi khac néi chuyén coi...”

“Thi tao dang nghe d&’y thoi! Tao nghe thdy nhiéu d&€n mirc chai ca tai
ra roi! Tom lai, tao s€ khong tha cho ai goi tao 1a dau xu! Tao s€ xt! X
lu6n! Nho 18y!”

“Pau xu,” anh chiang du c¢on quay lai néi. “On 20 qud. Im di!”

“..Vang.” Ranta dau x0 rut ngwdi lai. “... Xin 16i. Em s€ im a.”

Haruhiro nhin vai. “May bao khong tha co ma.”

“P'd ngdc,” Ranta néi khé. “Tao 1a thing dan 6ng biét Iwa chon chinh
xac thoi gian, dia di€m va con nguoi. Nguwoi ta s€ goi tao la bac thay lya
chon. Tao s€ tr¢’ thanh vua chon lya!”

“Tuy may...”



“Tao s& tré thanh vua, vua chon lya chit khong phai vua don riral!l! Tao
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sé tr¢ thanh vua chon Irra cho ma xem...!

“Pau xu1,” anh chang du c6n dung budc r'oi quay dau lai mot Tan nira.
“Im di.”

“A.” Ranta nhanh chéng nhdy 1én rbi tip dat bing tw th& quy lay.
“Xi... Xin nhoi...!”

“... Thay vi vua lya chon,” Haruhiro nhin xu6ng Ranta, “nhdm d&n muc
ti€u tré thanh vua quy lay thi sao?”

“Ra la vay!” Ranta ngang mat 1én r'6i bung tay. “Ma, ra la vay cdi gi!
Du ki niing quy lay cta tao c6 xua't sic d&n dau thi vua quy lay gi d6 nghe
that qua ma't mat!”

“Péu xu,” trong giong cua anh chang du con thdm chi cé ca sat khi.
“Lan th ba r'oi day.”

“Qiiii!” Ranta lai quy lay, tran dan vao mit dwong 1at da. “X... Xi... Xin
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10i em s& khong 1am th& ntra xin anh 1am on hay tha cho emmmmmm...!

Mic di nghi ring tén nay da dat d&n ngwong vua quy lay tir 1au roi
nhung Haruhiro khong thot ra mi€ng. Néu néi ra, clu ta s€ cai lai the no
th& kia thi con phién phirc ntra. Sau d6, ca bon im lang budc di cho dén khi
Hiyomu dirng lai trieérc mot toa nha hai tang biang d4.

Trén tda nha 4y treo 14 c& nén tring v&i hinh tring lwdi 1iém dd va cé
ca bi€n hiéu. Trén bién hi€u cd ghi “Poan linh t nh nguyén Re Moon thudc
quan d i vung B én canh Atern”, nhung c6 gi d6 that ki quac. Nhin ki thi
thay mdt phidn cac ki tw da bi mo hodc bong tréc.

“Nao!” Hiyomu n6i, tay chi vao tdm bién. “Cudi cung cling d€n noi
roi. Chinh, 13, chd, nay! Py 1a vin phong cta ‘Doan linh tinh nguyén Red
Moon thudc quan doi ving Bién canh Alterna’ noi ti€ng!”

Haruhiro vwa thi thim “Red Moon...” vira nhin lai tA'm bién hiéu. Thi ra
l1a vay. N&u bd sung nhirng phian bi khuyét thi qua that s€ thanh Poan linh
tinh nguyén Red Moon thudc quan doi viing Bién cdnh Alterna.

“Nao, vao di, vao trong di!”

Bi Hiyomu giuc, cd nhém ti€n vao toa nha. 6 1a mot can phong rdng
gidng nhw dai sdnh ctia nhirng quan rwou, cé diat ca ban va gh€’, sdu bén
trong bd’ tri mot quidy ti€p tin. Phia trong quay 1la m6t ngwoi dan 6ng dang



ding khoanh tay. Ching con ai khdc ngoai anh ta cting nhém cta Haruhiro
va Hiyomu.

“Vay, cong viéc cia Hiyomu dén day tho6i!” Hiyomu cdi chao nguoi
dan dng & quiy tiép tAn mdt céi. “Van nhw moi I4n, nho' anh giai thich céc
thtr cho moi ngwoi nhé, Brichan!”

Nguwoi dan dng dwoe goi 1a Brichan ddp nhe bang “Rd”, phay phay tay
du van gitr tw thé khoanh tay tredc ngwe. Khong hi€u sao hong anh ta ciing
chuy€n déng udn éo cling v&i ban tay.

“T61 xin phép nhé! Tam biét!”

Sau khi Hiyomu di khdi va dong ctra lai, cam giac cang thealng kho hi€u
xu#'t hién trong phong. C6 1& béi Brichan dang chim chim quan st nhém
Haruhiro. Chic chin 13 nhw vay. Ciing tai nhin qua thi Brichan rit dang
ngo'. Cuc ki dang ngo.

Brichan ciii ngwdi, chdng hai khuyu tay 1én quiy, dit cam trén hai ban
tay dang dan vio nhau. P6 14 mdt cdi cam ché, ciing khong c6 gi ddng néi.
Nhwng mau téc thi khong th€ chap nhan dwoe. La mau xanh 14. Ngoai ra,
khong hi€u anh ta c6 t6 son hay cai quy gi khong, nhrng moi anh ta ¢c6 mau
den. D6i d6ng t&r lam nhat dwgc bao quanh b&i hang mi vwra dai, vira day
lai cong viit. Tuy mau mét anh ta rat dep nhung diéu d6 lai cang ddng sor
hon. Hinh nhw anh ta con dainh ma h'ong. Lop trang di€m cda anh ta qua
dam.

Nhung nhin ttr dau, nhin th& ndo, Brichan van 1a dan ong.

“Him...” Brichan git dAu maYy cdi, vira néi “Puwoc” vira ding thang
ngwoi 1én. “Dén diy nao, ma’y chd meo con. Hoan nghénh cac cung. Ta la
Britney, s& tredng kiém ti€p tdn ctia Poan linh tinh nguyén Red Moon
thudc quan doi vung Bién canh Alterna nay. Goi 1a s& tredng cling dwoc
ma goi l1a Brichan cling OK. Tuy nhién, lic dd@'y nh¢& goi thit tinh cdm vao.
Nhé?”

“S¢& tredng,” anh chang du c6n bwdc vEé phia quay khong ngéan ngai, cO
nghiéng v€ mot bén. “Mau trd 1o cau hoéi cta toi. Toi bi€t day 1a mot thanh
phd” tén 1a Alterna. Nhung quan d6i vung Bién canh v&i doan linh tinh
nguyén la cdi gi? Tai sao t6i lai & day? Anh c6 bi€t nhirtng chuyén d6
khong?”



RAat c6 khi th&” ddy.” Brichan né nu cwoi mim ddy thich thd. Ta khong
ghét nhirng dira tré nhw cung dau. Tén cwng la gi?”

“Renji. Toi thi khong thich m&y t€n 4i giong anh.”

“Thé&’a...”

Trong mot thodng, Haruhiro khdng o Brichan da lam gi. Khong chi
nhanh, ddng tic cla anh ta coOn ra't mwot, ty nhién qua mirc.

“Renji. Ta s€ néi voi ceng mdt chuyén rat hay.” Khi cdu kip nhén ra,
Brichan d3 choc miii dao vé phia c¢& Renji, mit nheo lai diy ddm dudi.
“Chua c6 ké nao goi ta la 41 ma sdng lau ca. Cung c6 vé la ngwoi hi€u
chuyén nén chic hin s& hiéu dwoc y nghia nhirng 10 ta néi. Hay cung
mudn tht thém Tan nra?”

Khi Renji néi “Ciing phai”, Haruhiro 1ién nu6t khan. Renji di nim 13y
con dao bang tay khong. Tuy long ban tay va cic ngon tay cua cau ta giw
chat dworc 1u’0’1 dao nhung van ¢6 mau chay ra ttr chd gdc ngén cai. “Tuy
t61 khong hin mudn sdng 1au nhwng vi bi de doa ma vang loi thi chang hop
tinh t6i chit nao. Néu gi€t dwogc t6i thi anh cr thi xem, s& tredng ai.”

“Dwng lai & day thoi.” Brichan li€m d6i mo6i mau den cua minh roi
vudt ma Renji. “Ta s€ lam cho cwng thdy. Bao nhiéu Ian cting dwoc. Ta sé€
khi&n cwng khong thé quén ta.”

“...Nay,” Ranta thi thdm vao tai Haruhiro. “Lam & day c¢6 1& khong phai
la ‘lam’ ki€u kia dau.”

“La lam cai gi?” C6 ban té€t téc hdi Ranta v&i bd mét ngor ngac.

“Ha? A khong, néi thé’ nao nhi, ki€u nhw 12 nhét vao chd 16 ra ma von
di khong nén nhét vao y... Tom lai 1a thé”? Pung khong, Haruhiro?”

“Purng ¢ day sang tao. May tw di ma chiu trach nhiém v&i 101 minh néi
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ra.

“Sao may lanh nhat thé&"... May bi chirng khuy€t thi€u tinh nguwoi a... Xét
ve nhan tinh, may hin dat mic khong d6 tuyét doiroi...”

“Thoéi nao...” Anh chang dan choi Kikkawa chen vao giwa, tich Renji
va Brichan ra. “Chi m&i la Mn dau gdp mdt théi ma. Bao gior ching c6 hicu
fam! O day hay dan x&p mot cach hoa binh nao! Moi ngwoi hoa thuin twoi

"’

tinh v&i nhau nhé? Pugc khong? Nhé? N€ mat toi di!



“N€ mat cau?” Renji lwom Kikkawa, phdt ra ti€ng cwoi toe mii roi bd
tay khéi con dao.

Brichan ciling thu dao lai, dung vai lau mau dinh trén leoi dao. “Cé vé
van cOn miYy ké 1iéu linh nita nhi. Tdm nam, bdn nt. N& hoi it, nhung ta
thi th’y thé&" nay t6t hon. Von di, ti 1€ trd thanh strc chi€n dd'u ciia nam gidi
cling cao hon, nén khong c6 van dé gi.”

Manato hoi nhiu may. “Strc chién dau?”

“Puing vay.” Brichan cuwoi toe toét. Noi thflng la trong kha ghé ron.
“Strc chién dau.”

“Pay 13 vin phong clia doan linh tinh nguyén..” Manato cup mét
xudng. “... C6 nghia 1a, bon t6i s€ tré thanh linh tinh nguyén?”

“Q kia.” Brichan v tay den dét. “Cung ciing hira hen d&’y. Chinh 14 nhw
the”. K€ trr gior, cac cung sé tr¢’ thanh linh tinh nguyén d6. Nhung cac cung
van ¢6 quyén lra chon nhé.”

“Béc thay lya chon,” Haruhiro vd vao lung Ranta. “Dén lwgt may ra
tay roi day!”

“A, ®!? D... ding r6i nhi!? Ma ding... khong nhi?”

“Céac cung c6 th€ chon.” Brichan dyng ngén trd Ién huo' qua huo lai.
“Chap nhén hoac tir chdi loi d€ nghi cua ta. Noi dung dé nghi la gia nhap
Poan linh tinh nguyén Red Moon thudc quan ddi vung Bién cinh Alterna
ctia bon ta. NGi vay ch ban dau, cac cwng chi la linh tinh nguyén tap sw,
nhdm t&i muc tiéu tré thanh linh tinh nguyén ding nghia thoi.”

“Linh tinh nguyén...,” ¢d nang dn dién néi v&i vé mat s hai, “r6t cudc
s€ lam nhung gi?”

“Chi€n dau.” Brichan phay phay tay nhw mudn néi “Ghét ghé”. “Tai
viung Bién canh nay, cé ra't nhi€u, ra’~t nhi€u loai qudi vat hay ching toc
d6i dich v&i con ngwoi ching ta. Nhiém vu cda quan doi ving Bién canh 1a
xua duodi ching va ki€ém sodt vung Bién canh. Nhuwng néi thyc thi d6 khong
phai cong viéc dé dang gi. Thyc t&, duy tri thinh phd” Alterna nay cling céc
can cir & tién tuyén cling da chi€m hét mdi quan tdm cta quan ddi vung
Bién canh. Vi vy m¢&i dén lwgt doan linh tinh nguyén bon ta.”

“N6i tém lai,” cdu ban deo kinh mau xanh réu dwa ngén gitra tay phai
1€n chinh lai kinh, “trong khi quan chinh quy bao v¢ thanh, doan linh tinh



nguyén s€ chu dong tadn cong ti€u diét quai vat va cac ching toc doi dich. Y
anh la vay?”

“N6i don gian thi, ding th&”” Brichan mé hai ban tay ra nhw hinh bong
hoa. C6 1& anh ta dinh lam mdt dong tdc dé thwong nhung thyc ra trong né
khé Ia kinh. “Tuy nhién nghe nay, ddi chu Iyc cia quan Bién canh khong
phai chi chdm chidm phong thi. Ho ciing thyc hién cdc cudc vién chinh
nham tdn cong ct di€m cta nhitng ching tdc doi dich. Mi tdi, hoat dong
quin sy voi quy m6 1on di nhién s€ ¢6 nhirng han ché&’. C6 rat nhiéu th
phai suy nghi va chuan bi, nhw ti€p t&€ quan nhu chflng han. Vé di€m aYy,
linh tinh nguyén lai khac.”

Kikkawa vira gt git vira ht'm htrm hirm hiem @&€n mure thai qua. “Khac
nhw thé ' nao?”

“Linh tinh nguyén bon ta,” Brichan chép hai tay vao nhau va ngé ngody
may dau ngon tay, “xud't quy nhap than, xdm nhdp vao trong long dich tw
moi hwéng, thi sit, qua’y ph4, nhim 1am suy y&u cdc th& lgc doi dich. Du
¢6 lic phdi hop v&i quéan chinh quy thi cling khong ma’y khi tham gia hoat
dong tac chién c6 t0 chirc. Nhiéu linh tinh nguyén chon hanh déng don
thwong ddc ma, hodc 14p t6 d6i nhd gém ba dén sau ngwoi. Tom lai, ting
ngwoi phai dwa vao tai nang cdia ban than cling phan doan cd nhin d€ thu
thap thong tin, danh bai ké dich. Pay chinh la cdng viéc cia Poan linh tinh
nguyén Red Moon bon ta.”

“Viy thi?” Renji mé& tay phai ra roi nim lai. Mdu khdng con nhd xudng
ntra. Khong 1€ mau da ngung chay roéi a? “Néu ching t6i tw chdi loi dé
nghi do thi sao?”

“Cheamg sao ca?” Brichan nghiéng dau, u6n o hong. Anh ta dang dua
day a? Cing c6 thé anh ta khong chi dia ma con dang de doa nira. Kha 1a
dang s¢. “Ta da néi ro6i ma. Cac cung c¢6 quyén lya chon. Cir chon théi.
Néu khong thich gia nhdp doan linh tinh nguyén, cic cung ¢ th€ roi khoi
day ngay lap tirc, khong bao gior quay lai cling dworc.”

“Ho...” Ranta gai gdi mai dau quian cua minh. “Vay thi t6i xin ki&u.
Miic dit khdng hi€u rd 14m nhung toi vé co ban 12 ngwdi theo chi nghia hoa
binh day?”

“Vay a. Thé thi tam biét. Gitr gin strc khoe nhé.”



“U'! Brichan ciing gitr gin sitc khde nhé!” Ranta quay gét, sip budc ra
khoi van phong thi dwng chan lai. ... Nhwng ma, sau khi ra khéi day thi toi
phai lam gi?”

“Pén do thi khong phdi 1a trach nhi€ém cda ta nhé.” Brichan tim tim
cuoi. “Néu khong gia nhip doan linh tinh nguyén thi sau dé thé nao la viéc
ctia cac cung. Con né€u tré thanh linh tinh nguyén tip sy thi cidc cung sé
dwoc muwoi d0ng bac, tire 12 mdi ngwoi muoi silver, ta nghi cling du trang
trdi cudc sdng tredc mat.”

“pong bac...” Manato mé to mét r'oi luc tim trong tdi. “... Ra vay. La
trén.”

Haruhiro cling so’ tdi trede va tdi sau quan minh. Khong ¢6 gi trong do.
Cau trang tay, khdng xu dinh tdi.

“Viéc lam thém...” Ranta nhan mat, guc dau. “Chi con céch... tim viéc,
thi tam thoi...”

“PA’y 1a néu cung may méin tim dwoc nhé.” Brichan nhin vai mot cich
day khoa treong. “Mot cong viéc khic ngoai lam linh tinh nguyén hot bi
khé khin d6? Du c6 dwoce ai d6 thué di nira thi cung vAn phai bit dau tur
hang ta viéc tap nham nang nhoc v&i dong lwong it di hodc theo sat chim
lo doi sdng cd nhan cua s€p lén hay cha nhan. Chuyén dé rat binh
thwong.”

“Ach...” Kikkawa vd cai bép vao moOt bén d4u ctia minh. “Cudc sdng
that khé khan. T6i chju ro6i. L€ nao chuyén nay sé xudi theo hwdng ching
ta bt budc phai 1am?”

“Ta néi réi ma nhi? Ngwoi quyét dinh c6 xubi hay khong, lam hay
khong lam...,” Brichan Tan lwot chi tay vao ting ngwoi, “chinh, 1a, cac,
cung.”

Renji thd manh ra. “Cu thé€ thi, dau ti€n bon tdi nén lam gi?”

“Q kia, Renji. Pirng 1am ta thit vong ch¥? Cung khong nghe ta néi a?
Twng nguoi phai dya vao tai nang cia ban than cung phan dodn cd nhan d€
thu thap thong tin, danh bai ké dich. D6 chinh 1a phong cach cta linh tinh
nguyén.”

“C6 nghia la v&i twe cdach linh tinh nguyén tip sy, bon tdi phai ty tim
hi€u, suy nghi xem trwdc ti€n minh can lam gi ha?”



“La th&" d6.” Brichan gat dau rdi bat dau x&p thir gi d6 1én quiy. D6 1a
vat trong nhw tién xu mau do cing mot chiéc tii da nhd. Tat cd c6 muoi
hai bd nhw th€”. Brichan nhon 1én vat giong modt dong xu dwoc cham noi
hinh trang lwdi 1i€m. “Pay la huy hiéu chirng minh than phan linh tinh
nguyén tap su, goi tit 1a huy hiéu tip su. Ping nhw tén goi, n 1a vat chirng
minh than phén linh tinh nguyén tip sy ctia cac cwng nén nhén roi thi dirng
c6 d€ ma't day. Mac du gitr n6 cling chéng c6 chuyén gi hay ho to tat dau.
Nhwng n€u cac cung dung hai mwoi dong bac tirc hai mwoi silver mua huy
hiéu ctia doan linh tw ta d€ chinh thirc tré thanh linh tinh nguyén xin, thi s€
c6 nhirng dai ngé twong xirng.”

“Pgi da.” Cau dau dinh 1én ti€ng voi giong bat an. “Dung tién d€ mua
than phan ha?”

“DPung vay day. The thi sao?”

“That khong wa noi.”

“K€ ca cung ¢6 noi the thi cling dau con cach nao khac, vi n€u khong
cO tién cung chang cO com ma an, chang c6 40 quan ma mdc, cling khong
lam dwoc bat it chuyén gi. N&u van khong thich thi cung cit chét bo chét
bui di?”

Duwong nhw Renji vira nhéch moi cwoi. “Phan quyét ctia dia nguc cling
phu thudc vao tién sao?”

“Pia nguc...?” Brichan nghiéng dau thic mic. “Ma, chuyén 12 vay dé.
Tuy ta c6 nédi cac cung ty tim hi€u xem minh phai lam gi, nhung cheamg phai
muc ti€u dau ti€n 1a mua huy hi€u cua doan linh va tr¢ thanh linh tinh
nguyén hay sao?”

Puoc roi. Renji cam 18y huy hi€u tap sy va chi€c tui da. “Ch?ing can
bi€t l1a linh tinh nguyén hay la céi gi, t61 s€ lam. P&n lic d6 roi néi chuyén

29

sau.
Theo sau Renji, cau dau dinh cling chdp 12y huy hi€¢u tip sy va tui da.
Cham hon mdt chit 1a ¢6 nang dn dié€n, Manato va ciu ban deo kinh mau
xanh réu. Khi Kikkawa n6i “Thé€ thi t61 cing xin nhin!” ro61 dinh 12y hai
chi€c tui, cau ta lién bi Brichan danh vao tay va quat “Nay!”.
Co6 vé céu chealng con cach nao khac. Nhung d€ lam gi? Cau khong ro
1am. P& kie¢m duwoc tién, ti€p d6 12 d&€ song sét ching? Né&u vay thi cling



danh chju. Dt nghi ring chuyén nay khéng khic dwogre nhung chiang higu
sao cAu van tha’y kho chiu.

Shihoru, cd ban tét téc cung ¢6 ban ti hon dwong nhw déu dang do du.
Ca Ranta va ciu ban khong 1'6 Moguzou ciing th¢’.

Brichan huéng d6i mit mau lam nhat sang phia céc ciu. “Con cédc cung
dinh thé nao?”

“... Khong hi€u sao,” dit vAn TAm baAm trong miéng, Ranta ti€n vé phia
quay. “Toi van ¢6 cam gidc kho chju ki la gidng nhw dang bj bay vay...”

“Um,” ¢d ban t&t téc theo sau Ranta. “Cé cau néi thé nay ‘C6 chi chi,
thi nén nén’...”

“Khong phai.” Haruhiro l1ic du. “T& nghi khong ai ndi chi chi v&i nén
nén ca...”

“O?” C6 ban t&t téc vira viron tay 18y huy hiéu tap sy va chiéc tii da
vira ngodi lai. “Vay a? Yume ct& nh¢& la chi chi véi nén nén day.”

“Nén t& m&i bdo nhw vay la sai. Ping ra phai la ‘C6 chi, thi nén’ chi.”

“Th& a. Nhung ciu khong thdy ‘Cé chi chi, thi nén nén’ nghe dé
throng hon 2? Yume nghi rang dé thwong thyc su ra't quan trong day!”

“... Ding 12 xét vé mit dé thwong thi cAu cta ciu hon hin ma’y bac.”

Co ban té&t téc, c6 vé tén 13 Yume, cudi tit mit, deong nhu mung ro ti
tan day long. “Tha’y chwa?”

Trong luc céc ciu nodi chuyén thi ¢6 ban ti hon cling da 18y huy hi€u tap
st va tii da. Chi con lai Moguzou, Shihoru va Haruhiro. Khéng mudn la
ngwoi cudi cung, Haruhiro cling ¢cam 18y huy hiéu va tdi da. Khi cdu m&
tdi va thd'y nhirng dong bac nho bén trong thi Moguzou cling cham rai cam
18’y huy hiéu va chiéc tii. Nguwoi cudi cung la Shihoru.

“Chic murng cdc cung.” Brichan ¢’ § né mot nu cwoi va vo tay. “Vay
1a tir biy gio, cdc cung dd 1a linh tinh nguyén tip sy. C& ging hét strc d&
nhanh chéng tr¢ thanh chinh thirc nhé. Sau khi cdc cung thanh linh tinh
nguyén r0i thi ta ciing khong d&n ndi khong cho cdc cwng it nhiéu loi
khuyén dau.”

Dot nhién, c6 ti€ng goi “Nay”, sau d6 la mdt am thanh tram duc, roi
ti€ng “Hy!” vang 1€n ndi ti€p nhau. Cau chi kip nhan ra khi cau dau dinh
da ngd ngdi trén san. Sy viéc xady ra trong thodng chdc nén cdu khdng



chirng ki€n ddy dd, nhwng c6 1€ 1a Renji da d@'m cdu dau dinh. PAm? Tai
sao cau ta lai lam the&?

“Pirng 1én.” Renji néi v&i vé mét vo cam. Khi cdu dau dinh hét “May!”
va dinh ditng 1én thi Renji da ngay 14p tirc tung mot ct d4 khién cdu ta nim
bep xudng san.

“Sao vay? Pirng 1én di.”

“... Thang khon nay, may dinh 1am gi?”

“Ngay lan dau nhin thy tao, may da nghi xem tao manh hay y€u hon
may ding khong? B¢ tao cho may biét cau tra 1oi. Ping 1€n!”

“Cheét tiet...!”

Renji nhim d&n khodnh khic ciu d4u dinh bat diy. P&n ngudi ding
ngoai xem nhw Haruhiro con nhan thdy di€u dé nén cdu dau dinh chi can
trdnh di 12 dwore. Khong, ciu ta da c& ging né roi, nhung Renji di chuyén
dén vj tri cu dinh né, va da'm, r'6i lai d4, sau d6 ndm tai ciu ta xdch 1én.
Renji thic dau gdi vao nguc cdu dau dinh dang kéu gao khong dut. Chzatng
phai mot cd, ma la nhiéu cu lién ti€p nhau. Sau dé, Renji gitr dau cau ta kep
gitra hai tay, ngtra dau ra sau hét co’ roi tung mot chi€u “thi€t dau cong”.
Am thanh chét chda vang 1én. Cau dau dinh sum xudng trén hai dau goi.

“... May ‘dau da’ ra phet.” Renji dung dau ngon tay xoa xoa tran. Tran
cdu ta do wng, c6 mot chit mau ri ra. “N6i tao nghe t€n ctia may.”

Cau dau dinh khong chdng tay xuéng san ma giw ching trén dau goi.
C6 18 cau ta dang cd chju dung d& ban than khong thanh ra tw thé quy bang
ca t chi. “... Tao 1a Ron. May manh that da’y.”

“May cling cirng ra tro. Theo tao di, Ron.”

“O. Tam thoi tao s& di theo may.”

“Thé 1a dwoe roi. Tiép theo 1a...” Renji nhin quanh viin phong, 4nh mét
dwng lai & Manato.

Manato d6n 14y 4nh nhin ctia Renji va khé nheo hai mét lai.

Ngay 1ap tirc, Renji roi méit khdi Manato, nhin sang ciu ban deo kinh
mau xanh réu. “Cau chéc s& c6 ich day. Di vi toi di!”

Cau ban deo kinh mau xanh réu khoanh tay truée nguc, chép chép mit.
Sau d6, cdu ta ding ngén gitra tay phdi chinh lai kinh, kéo nhe cam lam
dong tac gat dau. “Duorc thoi. Toi 1a Adachi. Mong cau gidp dor, Renji.”



Renji nhé€ch khoé moi 1€n dép lai ro6i nhin sang Haruhiro.

Hd? Khong lé cd minh nita...?

Cau ngac nhién, va cé doi chit phan khich. Nhin b€ ngoai, Renji c6 vé
ra't khoé. Noi viéc danh bai Ron dau dinh mot cach don gian cling chirng td
rﬁng ciu ta thyc sy manh. Mot ngwoi ¢6 cd ning lyc hanh dong 14n dau 6¢
nhanh nhay. Trong céu ta c6 vé ddng s¢r va khé gan, nhung mién ciu c6 thé
tim cdch vieot qua diéu d6 thi chic chin Renji s& vo cuing dang tin cdy. Néu
dwoc di theo cdu ta thi con dwdng phia treée hin s& dé dang hon.

Khong th€ néi cdu khong ¢6 suy nghi d6. Ciu cb, nhung né ngay 1ap tlc
bi€n ma't. Quan trong la Renji da nhin vé hudong khac. Xuyén qua ciu.

“Nhéc con dang kia.”

“..Da?”

C6 nhéc thap bé nhd't trong s6 mwoi hai ngwoi ¢6 giong nodi cling ra't
nho.

Renji vdy tay ra hiéu “Lai day”. Chibil?! ¢6 1& vin con dang ngo’ ngic.
Co lao dao budc toi gan, ngwde 1én nhin Renji. Renji xoa dau Chibi.

“Nhéc chic sé c6 ich day. Pi theo toi di.”

C6 ban ti hon néi “... Da” va gat dau. Mat c6 4y do lyng 1€n nhw tom
lu6c. Hon ca dwong nét khudn mat, diéu bd hay sy ¢c6 mat ctia cd mai la
thr dem lai cdm gidc dang yéu nhw mdt linh vat. Nhwng “sé c6 ich” sao? La
th& nao nhi? Ua ma vdy nghia 13, Renji ddnh gia Haruhiro con v6 dung hon
ca Chibi? Viéc nay, n6i sao nhi,... lam cho céu thdy khong phuc, hodc cling
c6 the’1a bu'on long.

“Pi tho61!” Renji hat ham ra da'u vé phia 161 vao van phong. Khi bon
ngwoi Ron, Adachi, Chibi cing Renji chuan bj ca't buwdre thi ¢d nang an dién
1én ti€ng. “Pegi da! Pwa t& di cung véi!”

Renji khé thé dai. “To6i khong can ké vo dung.”

“To s€ lam bat ctr diéu gi!” C6 nang dn dién bam I8y Renji. “T¢ 1a
Sassa. Xin c4u. Viéc gi t& cling s€ lam!”

“Bat cir diéu gi a?” Renji day Sassa ra. “Cd dwng c¢6 quén may loi dé6

'3,

nhé
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“U. To khong quén dau
“Ngoai ra, dung ¢ tw tién cham vao nguoi t6i.”



“..To biét roi.”

“Puworc roi. Co cling qua day.”

“Cam on, Renji.”

Sassa m& ctra, nhom Renji Ian lwot di ra. Sassa 1a ngwoi ra cudi cling.
Céanh ctra dong chat, d€ lai bay ngwoi nhw nhirng ké thua cudc, nhitng ké
khong dworc chon.

“... A1” Kikkawa nhiin nhé mit may, gii d4u gii tai. “T6i ciing mudn
vio ddi Renji ma. Renji va Ron chéc 12 ddnh dAm vo dich d6. Adachi trong
c6 vé thong minh, Chibi thi dé thwong, Sassa 1a ngwdi dep néng bdng. A...
thich gh€. Ma c6 nd6i thi cling ché’ing ich gi. T61 di thu thap thong tin day.
Tam biét!”

Trong khoang thoi gian chi da d€ kéu “A...” mdt ti€ng, Kikkawa cling
da bo lai van phong & phia sau lwng. Khong hi€u sao Haruhiro va Shihoru
lai quay sang nhin nhau. Shihoru li€n cti mat xuéng.

“Vay t¢ cling di day.” Manato hwdng vEé phia ctra ra vao. “Cw ¢ day thi
chealng biét thém dwgc chuyén gi. To ra ngoai xem xét chit. Géap lai cac ciu
sau nhé.”

“U, gdp lai sau...” Haruhiro vira vAy tay tién Manato vira nghi phai
ching minh nén di theo ciu 4y. Manato khac v&i Renji, rat dé gan. Cau Ay
c6 vé t6t tinh, chic cling s& trong ciy duwoc. Nhung dii bd qua Ranta thi van
con Shihoru va Yume, khong bi€t ho dinh thé nao. Con cd Moguzou nira.
Pung roi.

Chang phdi van dé sé dwoe gidi quyét néu tat cd moi ngwoi di cing
nhau sao? Khi Haruhiro nghi dwgc nhw thé” thi da chéng thd'y bong déng
Manato trong vin phong nita. Nhung chéc chin vin chira mudn.

“Nay, c6 & day ciling chgng dwoc gi, hay bon minh dudi theo Manato
di...”

Haruhiro vira n6i dé€n dé thi canh ctra mé ra. Cau nghi c6 1€ 1a Manato
quay lai, nhwng khong phai. Pi vao van phong 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng khac.
Anh ta mac mot bd @6 trong nhw lam tr da, dau doi mi gén 16ng chim,
lung mang cung tén. C6 1& anh ta hon bon Haruhiro vai tudi. Mit anh ta
trong nhir mét c4o con miéng thi méo.

“Xin chao, s¢ tredng.”



“0.” Brichan quay mt vé phia ngwdi dan 6ng. “Chang phai 12 Kuzuoka
sao? Sao thé? Can gi & toi a?”

“Khong phai vay.” Ngwoi dan ong tén Kuzuoka 1i€c nhin bon Haruhiro.
“T6i nghe ndi c¢6 ngwoi mdi d€n nén qua xem mot chuit.”

“Tai thinh ghé. Nhwng trong mwoi hai dira Tan nay, chi con ¢6 nam dira
kia th6i.”

“Gi chr. Vay 1a mot dam vo cong r'oi nghé ha?”

Miit Ranta danh lai. “... That xin 16 vi 12 ké v6 cOng r'oi nghé nhé.”

“Chtr con gi nira?” Kuzuoka lwom Ranta r'6i nhin mot lwgt bon nguoi
Haruhiro v&i 4nh mét nhr dang ki€m dijnh hang. “... Hirm. Thoi thi bon nay
dang thi€u ngwoi & tuyén trén, cau to con kia, cu dwoc day.”

Moguzou ty chi vao ban than. “... T6i 477

“Pung. La ciu day. Khi ta néi la to con thi nghi ki€u gi cling chi ¢6
minh cau thdi. Ta s€ két nap cau vao td doi ctia bon ta. Bon nay sé day cau
nhiéu thi, cling s€ cho cdu mwon it tién. La viéc cuc ki tot ding khong?
Hi€u r'6i thi qua day!”

“U,um...”

“Moguzou, O6ng dinh di ddy a!?” Ranta chop 18y cénh tay trdi cua
Moguzou. “Duwng lai di! Ga d6 trong xao quyét ro thé kia co ma!”

“A, ...

“Pén day ngay!” Kuzuoka kéo tay phai Moguzou. “M&t t€n tap sy ma
lai dwore vao to ddi linh tinh nguyén, ri€éng viéc d6 da du khi€n cau phai
tha’y bi€t on r'oi! Ngoai ra, ta khdng c6 xdo quyét!”

“U... ... tm..”

“Moguzou! Pung d€ bi lira! Nhirng tén xdo quyét c6 bao gio' néi minh
xdo quyét dau!”

“A,4,00. N.. nhung ... dau...”

“(i!” Ranta budng tay ra. “Xin 15i, xin 16i. A...”

“Puwore roi. La luc nay!” Kuzuoka hung bao kéo Moguzou di mat.

Shihoru budng thong hai vai. “... Cau y di mat roi.”

“Vay...” Yume vira d&m mot, hai, ba vwra chi Tan lwot vao Haruhiro,
Ranta, Shihoru r'6i d&€n ban than. “Con lai b6n nguoi.”



“Nay cac cwng,” Brichan c& nhin ngdp. “Cac cwng dinh & d6 dén khi
nao? Ta con c6 cong viéc nén kha 1a ban ron do, n€u cic cueng khong lam gi
ma chi dirng dyc ra dd’y thi ta ra’t sdn Iong tdng c& c4c cung nha?”

Ranta nhin sang tui Haruhiro v&i 4nh mét cta ké thua cudc. “... Ra
ngoai thoi nhi?”

Haruhiro nght vé mit cta ciu lic nay cting ding thwong chaalng kém gi
Ranta va néi “U’...”



o
2. Hoang mang lac loi

u <Da khoi van phong ctia Poan linh tinh nguyén Red Moon r6i nhung rot
cudc bon ciu phai lam gi day. Gia st ¢6 bao la thu thap thong tin thi nhém
cta Haruhiro cling cheamg bi€t gi vé thanh phd mang tén Alterna nay cd. Vi
chzalng c6 nguoi quen, nén ciing khong ¢6 mdi lién hé. C6 vé cd nhém
Renji, Kikkawa, Manato, 1an Kuzuoka cling Moguzou déu khong & gén
day. Chic ho da di dau dé roi.

Clu gio tay dau hang.

Bon ngwoi Haruhiro, Ranta, Shihoru ciing Yume didng ngan nguoi
tredrc van phong mot lic.

“...Lam, sao day?”

Shihoru 1a ngwoi dau tién 1én ti€ng. Sao cdu lai hdi to, to moi mudn
hdoi day nay. Haruhiro khong khdi nghi vay nhung do d6i phwong 1a con géi
nén ciu khong the néi ki€u do.

Trudc mét, ciu tht hoi lai “Lam... sao diy?” Ba gidy sau, Shihoru dap
lai “Lam... th&' nao bay gio?”

“MAYy céi dira nay,” Ranta cd ¥ thé dai mot tieéng. “Khong cd ging hon
mot chiit dwoe a? La cdi gi nhi, tinh cha dong? Kiéu thé. Gio’ khong phai
lic héi lam sao day dau.”

“N6i bon nay vay con may thi sao ha...?”

“Tao c6 suy nghi dang hoang nhé. Ring tir i s& phai 1am gi day...”

Yume cuoi khiic khich. “Vay thi nhw nhau ca.”

“O) thi,” Ranta co co dwdi miii ctt nhw mot cAu nhéc tinh nghich, “du la
thé& cling dung néi ra chir.”

Haruhiro khong khoi nghi “Néi that 1a gay go qué réi”. Kuzuoka goi
cac cdu la 1 v cOng roi nghe, va c6 1€ ding nhw the” that. Chi c6 bon
ngwoi bi bo lai, chang thé’ quyét dinh gi, khong thé hanh ddng, ciling chang



¢ ¥ dinh hop sitc v&i nhau d& 1am gi d6. Bon cdu chi tinh co & day. Ching
phai day la tinh hu6ng xau nhat a...?

“Moguzou swong that..” Ranta néi ra diéu ma trong long Haruhiro
khong phai chwa tirng nghi dén. “Mac du tén Kuzuoka ddy trong kha giong
d'd bd di, nhung han vin 12 ngudi c6 kinh nghiém da’y? Néu dwoc gia nhap
t0 doi cia may tén c¢6 vé bi€t nhiéu thi tam thoi ¢6 the yén tdm con gi. C6
18 moi thir s& ra't d& dang. Ma tai sao lai 1a Moguzou chit? Pé4ng ra phai
chon t61. T61 nha't dinh s€ ra't dworc viéc. That tinh... That tinh...”

“Th& sao?” Yume ndi, giong diéu 1én xudng tram bong. Haruhiro ciling
nhe nhang hua theo: “Chealng ¢6 chuyén d6 dau.”

“MaYy tén kia...” Ranta chi theamg vao Haruhiro va Yume. “Cédc nguoi
ddm n6i thé& chi vi chwa thdy thwc lyc cua tdi thoi! NGi triede nhé, t6i 1a
ngwoi ra't ¢6 thue Iyc! Tw khi con b stra, t6i da ra't noi ti€ng va duoc goi
la nguoi ¢6 thye lye an gidu day!”

“Né&u da noi ti€ng thi con an gid'u cai gi nra.”

“Pung @€y ti€u ti€t. Khong tha'y mét ngwoi ha?”

“Nho néi chuyén v&i may ma tao thd'y hoi mét r'oi do...”

“Sao y&u th&? Haruhiro, may ding la cha dworc tich sy gi. That 1a vo
dung. Hoan toan v6 dung...”

“Tao khdong mudn bi néi nhw vay bdi cdi tén Ranta cheamg c6 wu di€m gi
ngoai cai dau xu dau.”

“Pung ¢6 goi tao 1a dau xu!”

“Tao nodi n6 c6 ich ma. Pau xu chinh la wu diém duy nha't cia may. Chi
minh cdi dau xu do thoi.”

“V... vdy a? DAu xu hay thé co’ 4? Nhung sao tao van thd’y ¢6 chd nao
dé khong hop 1i...7”

“Yume c6 mai toc thealng dudt nay. Th& nén Yume rat ghen ti voi may
ngwoi toc xodn. Vi vdy Yume nghi nhw Ranta that 1a thich.”

“T... th&"ha? Cai bo téc xu cia tdi hay thé co’ a? That chk?”

“U'! Nhin téc¢ xoin xoin vdy chic ndo Ranta cling mém min 14m, hoi bi
dé thwong nha.”

“0, dé throng? Khdng, thé nao nhi? Con trai ma dwoc con géi khen dé
thwong cam gidc cling khong t€ nhung... nay, nao min la chi d6 ngd'c ma!”



Co6 am thanh nhuw ti€ng hit hoi vao.

Haruhiro nhin sang thi thd'y Shihoru dang che mit biang ca hai tay, vai
run 1én ban bat.

“E...1?7” Ranta tron mit. Yume ciing nhin vé phia Shihoru, chép chép
mét. Haruhiro dwong nhién ciing ra't ngac nhién. C6 Ay dang khéc...?

“C... ¢6 chuyén gi... vay?” Haruhiro dinh dat tay 1€n lwng Shihoru
nhung dirng lai gitra chirng. Cham vao c6 1& khong hay 1dm, dii sao co Yy
ciing la con gai.

“... Kh... khong c6 gi...” Shihoru r6 rang dang kh6c na’c 1€n. “Khong...
cé gi dau. T chi... hoi cam thay ba't an thoi...”

“AL

Nght lqi thi diing vdy nhi, Haruhiro ty nhu. Trong tinh huéng thé& nay,
c6 18 0a khéc nhw Shihoru mdi 1a binh thwong, con tén ghu may chuyén
nham nhi nhw bon Haruhiro thi that ki quic.

“Puorc roi, duge roi.” Yume bat dau vudt vudt lung Shihoru. “Ngoan
ndo, ngoan ndo. On roi, 8n roi. Mic di Yume ciing chaalng biét 1a 6n chd
nao.”

Ranta nhan mat. “Cau da’y that lac qué...”

“Nhwng ma...” Haruhiro gai géi c0. “Qua thyc, n€u ching ta khong lam
gi d6 thi c¢6 vé khong 6n 1dm. Dui ¢6 im ling thi moi chuyén van the’ ma. Gi
nhi? Vi du la, hin van ¢6 nhtrng linh tinh nguyén khic gidng nhw cai ga
Kuzuoka nén ching ta hay tim va héi chuyén ho... xem sao?”

“Vay nho may nhé!” Ranta vO6 vai Haruhiro. “May di tim, roi hoi
chuyén gi thi héi khan treong! Phai, Haruhiro! T4t ca trdng cho vao may!”

“... May dun viéc cho nguoi khac thodi madi ghé.”

“D& chju hén ding khong?”

“Tao thay cyc ki kho chiu daYy.”

“N6i trang ra thi, du may cé khé chiu v&i tao, thi tao ciling chealng dau
ching ngtra gi!”

“D6 toi te!”

“May 1dm chuyén qud. May dé xuat thi ty di ma lam. Trong cong viéc
dai khai déu nhw th&” ding khdng? A, tao hi€u roi, vdy chiing ta s& phan
cong cong viéc nhé. Haruhiro, may phu trach di tim linh tinh nguyén va 18y



thong tin. Viéc ctia Shihoru 1a binh tinh lai. Yume phu trach dd Shihoru.
Con tao ddm nhiém vai tro ding & day doi may ve.”

“Ranta, may khong mudn lam gi d€n mirc ddy co a...?”

“Néu 1a viéc bit budc khong tranh khéi thi tao lam cling dwoc, nhwng
n€u khong vui thi quén di.”

“Gio dau phai ldc quan tdm... vui hay khéng?”’

“P6 1a thir quan trong nhat ma. Tao theo trrong phai mudn tdn hwdng
cudc song. Mot cudc song ma khdong dwoce tdn hwdng thi khong phai 1a
cudc song cua tao. Con may thi sao Haruhiro? May thudc phdi khong the
tan hwdng cudc sdng phai khong? Mit may trong 1o d& budn ngh thé kia
co'ma.”

A2 NA

“MAt tao sinh ra da thé& réi!” Haruhiro dinh tranh cdi v&i Ranta nhung
roi danh thé dai. “... Pworc r'oi. Tao di. Tao s€ di tim nhitng nguwoi linh tinh
nguyén.”

“Cudi cung ciing chiu roi a. Ma thé thi may ctr lam lu6n ngay tw dau di
cho xong. That 1a m6t tén phién phirc.”

Haruhiro thAm nghi hay 13 ddnh hén ta mot trin, nhung da khong lam.
Danh mot tén nhw thé nay chi t& 1am bah tay va & nhiém linh h'6n cta cau.
Ranta 1a mot tén chaalng dang danh.

Haruhiro quay sang néi v&i Shihoru va Yume “T¢ di mét ldc, cac cu
doi & day nhé” roi bo lai van phong & phia sau. Nhwng ciu phai di dau bay
gio?

Hudng c6 mit troi chéc 1a hwedng Pong nén bén d6 1a hwdng Bic, bén
ndy 12 hwdng Nam con kia 12 hudng Tay. Phia Bic c6 mot toa kién tric
trong nhr mot toa thap hay mdt thanh tri kha cao, veon thgng 1én trovi. Toa
kién triic d6 cd thé tré thanh cit moc, trwde mdt cie dén xem thir vdy.
Haruhiro quyét dinh di vé hudng Bic v&i suy nghi nhwr vay, nhung khong
phai cdu dang thong dong ngdm canh. Thé nay cé én khéng day?

Chic chin nhém Renji s& ra't thuin loi. Manato c6 18 ciing dang lam gi
do roi. Ve phan Kikkawa, ciu ban quang giao ¢6 phéan qud mic bay gio
Chac dang bit chuyén v&i moi nguoi chang budn quan tam dd’y la ai. Mong
ring Moguzou khong bi Kuzuoka Iira. Mi&n khong phai Iira ddo thi d6 c6 1&
1a khéi dau thuan lgii nha't ngoai dy doan.

“... Chic chi con cach hdi ngudi khdc thoi.”



Ai ciing dworc. Vi du nhw déi nam nit dang di bo o kia, trwoc tién... hoi
gl ddy? Linh tinh nguyén. Diing roi. Minh sé nho ho gidi thich vé linh tinh
nguyén, hodc hoi xem linh tinh nguyén ¢ ddu?

Quyét dinh vay, cdu bt dau tim ki&€m trong s nhitng nguoi di dwong.
Khong cén quan tdm dén tudi tac hay gidi tinh. Phai 1a nguoi than thién.
Cau bt gip 4nh mét clia qud ntra nhitng ngudi di qua. TAt ca bon ho déu
nhin Haruhiro. Trong cau la thé sao? Chéc 1a rat la réi. Quian do cia ciu rd
rang khac bon ho.

Pau dau ciing 1a nhitng 4nh mét chang may than thién. Nhitng 4nh mét
nhu dang nhin mot tht di thwdng. Ching 18 do ciu twdng twong ra? Hay
cau qua da nghi nhi?

“... Nhung d6 kho cao that. Hodc la do minh qué nhat gan...?”

Vwra niém “Diing khi i, xua't hién di, xua't hién cho ta”, Haruhiro vwra
di bd doc theo con ph6 khong hé quen thudc.

Trong mdt géc ndo bo ciia cdu khong phai l1a khong c6 cai y nghi chi
can bat cong tic ding thoi diém va 1én tiéng “xin 16i cho t6i hdi~" thi moi
thir s€ On ca th6i. Nhanh chong dwore nhw thé thi td't bi€t ma’y. Nhwng trudc
luc 2y, cdu da dén dich roi.

Toa ki€n tric cao 1on d6 dirng swng strng bén kia quang treong khong
c6 14y mdt cong rac. N6 dwong nhuw dwore 1am bang dd. Qua thyce né kha
cao, mOt phan cé 1€ vi nhirng kién tric xung quanh chi ¢6 mot, hai, cling
14m 12 ba tAng khi&n né cang thém ndi bat. Toa thap trong kh4 kién cd’, trén
cong va ctra s& c6 cac hoa vin trang tri tinh t&, dep mét, cuc ki 1ong 13y.
Khip quang treong hay trede cdc canh cdng déu bd' tri linh canh mic gidp,
mang khién va gido. Vi duwoc canh phong can mat nhw vay nén cé 1€ mdt
nhan vat quan trong dang s6ng bén trong toa ki€n tric dé. Thi tredng
Chealng han.

Cau dirng & chinh gitra quang trwong, ngan ngwoi ngudc nhin toa kién
trdc. Tha’y vdy, mot ngwoi linh ti€n dén gan, lam cho bd gidp hay céi gi d6
phat ra nhirng 4m thanh lach xach. “Cau lam gi & d6 thé? C6 viéc gi & thap
Tenbou sa0?”

“Ha? Thép Tenbou? A, khéng, khong c6 viée gi...”

“Né&u vdy thi di ngay. Cdu chic khong mudn bj bit vi tdi qua’y nhiéu
Ngai ba twdc ving Bién canh dau nhi.”



“T6i khong... khong mudn bj bit. Ping the’. Vang. Xin 18i anh.”

Haruhiro voi va roi khdi quang triedng. D khong hiéu 18m nhung c6 vé
Ngai ba twdc ving Bién canh la tén ctia ngwoi s6ng trong thap Tenbou gi
dé... Ma ciling khong phai, c6 1€ dé 1a mot danh hi€u. Cau cam tha’y minh
Ian d4u c6 dwoc thong tin ra ddng thong tin. Mic du thdng tin d6 chic
ngwrdi dan & thanh phd ndy ai cling biét, vi dng ta sdng trong tda nha bét
mét thé kia co’ ma.

“Alterna. Ba twde viung Bién canh. Ngai. Thap Tenbou. Bién canh...
Quén ddi vung Bién canh. Poan linh tinh nguyén. Linh tinh nguyén, a...?”

Trong khi cdu vwra nhd giong 1am bam nhirng tr ngtr ma minh nh&
duwoc vira tiép tuc hwéng vé phia Bic, dwong phd trd nén dong dic mot
cach ki la. Chuyén gi th& nhi? Ctra hang a? Hai bén dwong 1a nhirng quiay
hang va nhtrng gian hang 1 thi€n x&p san sat. Tuy ciing ¢6 nhirng ctra ti€ém
van dang chuih bj nhung qud nira s& hang quan di bit dau mé cira budn
ban. Trwed'c mdi cira hang bay di thi hang hod v&i s6 Iwong 1om, nhw thyce
pham, quan do, hay nhirtng d6 14t vat. Nhirng ti€ng moi goi ngwoi qua ké
lai dwng chan mua hang vang 1€n sang sang, hoa quyén vao nhau.

“Gi6ng nhw, che...7”

Haruhiro dat chan vao trong khu cho nhw bi moi goi. Novi nay vo cliing
ndo nhiét. Trén cdc mén hang gin nhan gid ghi 1C, 3C hay 12C. C4u ¢6 the
doc dwoe nhwng hoan toan khong hieu chiing ¢é nghia gi. Haruhiro ghét sy
nhiit nhat cia ban thidn mdi khi ciu 1am ngo hay bd tron trwdc nhitng 107
moi chao “Anh trai! D&€n mua di!” hay “Anh trai, ghé qua day di!”. Nhwng
khong lau sau, mot mui hwong vo cung quyén ri bay d€n lam tam trang ciu
tré nén hung phan.

“Thit...”

Nuwdc mi€ng cdu trao ra. La thit. Quay hang no dang nwdng nhirng xién
thit. Ctra hang ding kia dang niu sdp hay gi d6 trong mot chiéc n'di 1on.
Quay hang khéc thi cha't thanh ndi nhirng mi€ng tréng nhw banh mi. Ciing
c6 ctra hang kep thir gi d6 trong banh mi d€ ban. O cira hang doi dién c6
bay nhirng chi€c banh giéng manjuu. Hoi nwdc, khéi, mui thom. Céu
khong chiu dwoc ntra. Haruhiro a8n vao bung minh. Da day cdu nhéi dau.
Sao dén gio’ cAu van khong nhin ra nhi? Ciu dang d6i bung.



“A... Nhung Shihoru va Yume dang dort minh. Ranta thi sao ciing duorc,
mdi t0i 4n moOt minh thi ¢t thi'y thé ndo Ay... Nhwng ngwoi ta van néi cé
thwee méi veee dwegre dao... Thye ra, n€u minh khong an thi chic cheamg di
noi, ma cling chéng mudn di nira... Xin 18i cac cau!”

Khong nhin dwoc nira, Haruhiro lao vao hang ban thit xién nwong. Cau
14y mot dong bac nhd tir trong tii da bang dong tic néng ndy. Ding cdi nay
co mua dwgc khong nhi? Liéu co du khong nhi? Ma khong du thi dén lic
day tinh sau.

“Cai nay, c6 mua dwgrc mot xién khéng a!?”

“Ha!?” Ngudi dan 6ng bung phé dang nwdng thit trom tron méat. “Kho...
khong can dé€n mdt dong bac dau! Tiém t6i chi ban bon copper mot xién
thoi, nhin xem, c6 ghi & day nay. Khdong gidm gid nhung ciing sé khong
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nhén hon. D6 1a phong céach cia ti€m thit xi€n Dollie!

“B&n copper...” Haruhiro nhin ¢ng bac. “Vay... khong mua dwoc biang
dong bac nay a?”

“T6i da néi roi, mot dong bac tirc 1a mdt silver con gi? Mot silver thi
bang mdt trim copper nén ciu c6 thé mua hai muoi 1dm xién thit. Nhung
chic chflng ai n dwoc ting dd’y, ma van chwa dén budi trea nén trong tay
toi cling chi c¢6 khodng nam muwoi copper thoi. Khong tra lai tién thwa cho
cau duoc dau.”

“A the, copper trong nhu thé nao a...?”

“Thi nd 1a xu d\()ng chtr sao.” Nguwoi dan 6ng bung phé cho ciu xem
dong xu trong giong voi huy hiéu tdp sy nhwng nhd hon mot hay hai co.
“Pay nay. Chang 1& cau khong biét? Ma bo dang cdu trong ciing la ghé. A,
chang 1€ cu 1a linh tinh nguyén?”

“A, khong..., chau khong phai linh tinh nguyén, 12 tdp sw, ma ciing chi
vira moi day théi.”

“Vay ha? Phai roi. Linh tinh nguyén hau hét déu la nhirng ké ki quac
ma. Sao? Cau c6 dong bac ma lai khong c6 de€n mot xu dong a?”

“Ch4u... khong c6. Mot silver bing mot trim copper... Tic 12 hién gio,
Haruhiro dang c¢6 muoi silver, teong dwong voi mdt ngan copper. La hai
tram nam muoi xién thit. P6 to cia mdt xién thit du d€ xoay x& trong mot
btra. Tirc 1a c4u s€ c6 hai trim ndm muwoi bira. Mdi ngay ba bira tinh ra sé



dwoc hon tdim mwoi ngay. An dé sén ciing dwoe kha 1au. “... May ma minh
trd’ thanh linh tinh nguyén tap su.”

“Pén xu dong cling khong biét thi,” ngwoi dan 6ng bung phé nhéch
miéng, thd ra mot hoi tee mdi, “td't nhién cau ciling khong bi€t d€n Thuong
hoi ki givi Yorozu dau nhi. Cau dén dé thi xem. O d6 ho s& ddi tién cho
cau, du ton phi lam thu tuc nhwng ho s€ giw tién hd ciu nra day.”

“Thwong hoi ki gwi, Yorozu...”

“Pia di€m ciia n6 thi ciu di vé phia Nam khu cho’ nay, di ra ti phia bén
canh thap Tenbou d&n nga ré thir mot, hai, ba, thi ré trdi. N6 & ngay d6. Co
bién hiéu nén t6i nghi ciu sé bi€t ngay thoi.”



3. YOrozu

hu’m‘g hoi ki giri Yorozu. Pung 1a c6 bién hi€u ghi nhw thé trung ra & toa
nha bang d4 trim mic trong gidng cdi kho. P thé, nhitng con chir dwoc
cham n&i bang vang con mang dén vé xa xi ché)ing trang nha chit nao.

Cau thd’y tdm trang kha t6t vi da dé€n dich ma khong lac dwong. Van dé
12 c4i bung rong cta ciu. Sau khi d6i tién & ddy, ciu sé nhanh chéng quay
lai Tiém thit xién Dollie r'oi dn cho dly thit xién, khong thi chét mat.

Vuot qua tién sanh & chinh dién s€ trong thay dai sanh, veot qua bac
thang d4 s& tha'y quiy. Phia tredc quay 12 mot hang ngudi ngén. Cau ding
dgi & cudi hang. Khong 1au sau c6 ti€ng ho “Nguwoi ti€p theo!” va dén lwgt
Haruhiro.

Bén kia quay la mdt chi€c ghé& boc da khong 6. Trai ngwoe voi sy to
16n cia chi€c ghé’, mot ¢6 bé ¢ khoang muwoi tudi ngdi lot thdm, nhwng
dinh dac trén d6. C6 bé mic bd dd mau dd tring dinh vang cuc ki 16ng 13y,
deo chiéc kinh mot mit mau luc d4nh kim, tay cAm mot chiéc tau thudc
bang vang, thai do ra't 1a xa’c xworc.

“Um.” Co bé vira dwa tau thudc 1én miéng rit mdt hoi, vira nhin chim
cham khudn mit Haruhiro. “Chuwa thi'y anh bao gio'. Lan dau dén dy ha?”

“... Vang.” Tra loi xong, cau thdy minh that tham hai, lai néi vang voi
mot co bé con nhd thé nay. Haruhiro hing giong. “Pung 1a Tan du.”

“Trong anh cdm gidc giong linh tinh nguyén dw bi nhi. Ra vdy. Hoa ra
1a ngwoi m&i.” CO bé vo cdi dét vao bén dau godi dang dyng 1én trén ghé'.
“T6i 1a Yorozu. Yorozu doi thir twe. Khong ¢6 gi Yorozu khong nho dwee,
tw tén ho, hinh dang khuén mat, s&" dw trong tai khoan dén lich s giao dich.
V&i Yorozu, d6 1a viéc ra't binh thwong. N6i vy nhung tdi van ghi chép
vao sO cdi, vi moi ngwoi khong nhé dugee gidng nhw Yorozu. Do vy, toi s€
déng ki anh vao soO céi ludn. Anh tén la gi?”

“A... Anh 1 Haruhiro.” Yorozu vron ngudi, mé cudn s& cdi dit trén
quidy ra roi dung but 16ng chim viét gi d6. “Xong. Vay la tir gio, anh ¢6 the



giao dich v&i Thwong hoi ki giri Yorozu.”

Khi nhin vio cudn s8, ciu thdy cdi tén “Haruhiro” dwgc viet bang nét
chir udn lwon tai mot trang gan nhuw tring tinh. Ngwdc mét 1&n, ciu thay
mit cia Yorozu gan ngay sat. Nhin ddng lung khd nhd nhin nhung c6 18 c¢d
bé khong chi mwei tuGi ma 1on hon mot chit. Khéng tinh dé€n dang nguoi
c6 phan ki la, n&u nhin ki s& thay c6 bé kha xinh x4n nhd grong mit sic
nét, ddi mit mau lam trong nhr mot tdc pham bang thdy tinh tinh x4o cling
d6i moi phot h'ong bong bay.

“Gi vay?” Yorozu biu mdi, khé chiu quay phét di. “... Ping c¢6 nhin
chdm chdm vao mit Yorozu nhw th&’. D6 v6 1&!”

“A, xin 16i.”

“To1 ndi tredre,” Yorozu di tau thudc vao ddu mui Haruhiro, “Yorozu
doi thir tw t6i ddy midc du con tré nhwng van 12 modt Yorozu hoan hdo,
khong c6 ba't cir khuyét di€m nao. Dam khinh thwong toi thi s€ gip hoa
day. Hay ghi long tac da diéu d6. Ngoai ra, toi ciing s€ nh& ki anh 1a mot
tén vo 1&, Haruhiro.”

“... Néu duoc thi anh mong em quén nd di.”

“Khong dwoe dau. Vi Yorozu chinh 1a Yorozu nén khong thé€ quén
dwore. Néu quén, Yorozu sé phai nhwong vi tri Yorozu cho Yorozu doi tiép
theo. D6 1a luat cua Yorozu.”

“Lam Yorozu ciing... khé khan qué nhi!” Haruhiro nhin quanh dai sanh.
Khong bié€t ¢6 phai ngdu nhién khong nhwng hién tai, khach & day chi c6
minh Haruhiro. Ché)ing tha'y bong dang ai k€ ca nhitng ngwoi c6 the la
ngwoi lam cong. “... Cdi thwong hoi ki gii nay, chaalng 1€ chi c6 minh em
thoi a?”

“Sao thé& dwore. Yorozu la nguoi lanh dao, héi tredng, bi€u twong cua
thwong hoi nay. BE thyc hién nhirng cong viéc nhw van chuyeén tién hay
hang héa, cac loai gidam dinh, quan Ii kho, ¢6 ra't nhi€u tred'ng nhém, nhan
vién, hoc viéc lam viéc tai ddy. Anh cé bi€t cong viéc cia thwong hdi bon
toi 1a gi khong ha?”

“A, cho phép gtxi va ddi tién...”

“Khong chi ¢6 tién. Theong hoi bon téi con cho giri ca hang hda nira.
Vé phi ki gtti, n€u 1a tién thi bing mot phan trim s& tién giri, néu 13 hang
thi bing mot phan nidm muwoi gia tri sau khi gidm dinh.”



MOot phian tram...” Twc la néu giei mot tram xu dong thi sé mdt mot xu
a? ... Kha la cao nhi?”

“Néu nghi vady,” Yorozu ngam tau thudc, rit mdt hoi, “anh khong gwi
cing dwgc. Thwong hdi bon to1 cling chéng thiét hai gi. Nhung d€ Yorozu
néi cho ma nghe, nhitrng tén linh tinh nguyén tip sw nhu anh chéc chin s&
dan déan hi€u ra gid trj cta cdi thwong hoi nay thoi. Gior thi, hOm nay anh
dén thrrong hoi bon t6i 1am gi, ha @6 vo 1877

“P6 vo 18 nita sao...” Chang [€ t gio> tré di minh sé tiép tuc bi goi mdi
la d6 vé 18?7 Haruhiro 12’y twr trong tdi da ra mot, khong, hai dong bac. “Anh
dén d¢... nhor doi chd nay ra xu dong.”

“Htrm. Tém lai, véi dich vu d6i tién tuyét vori lai mién phi ctia ching
toi, hai dong bac cua anh s€ thanh hai trim xu dong, nhwng anh ¢ bi€t 1a
c4i dong day s& kha to khong, @6 vo 187

“A.” Haruhiro nhd d&€n xu dong ma ngwoi dan 6ng bung phé & Tiém
thit xi€n Dollie da cho cdu xem. Mic du chi la nhitng d6ng xu kha nhd
nhung hai tram dong nhu thé cling twong ddi nang. “... Ra vay. S€ ra't
phién todi khi di lai ma mang nhi€u ti€n trong nguoi. Vi vdy moi cé nguoi
chiu tra phi gui tién ding khong?”

“U thi, 1a vy d&y. Ngoai ra, Yorozu c6 the tinh ngay dwoc dénh mot
phan trdm ctia mdt copper trong nhdy mét, nén néu gtri mot xu dong thi phi
s€ 1a mdt phian tram cia mdt copper. Diéu nay Yorozu sé ghi nhé, ghi vao
sO cai, dén khi tich lai veegt qua mot copper thi s€ kha'u trir vao s tién gii.
Nén dwng c¢6 lam nhirng chuyén vé ich ki€u nhw chia ra r6i g tieng chin
muoi chin copper mét nhé.”
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“Tém lai 1a khong gian 1an dwgc ch gi? Anh hi€u r'6i.” Haruhiro dat
mot dong bac 1€n quay. “Vay doi cho anh mot dong bac.”

“Puge thdi.” Yorozu dung tau go 1€n chi€c chudng dat trén quay, mot
ciu bé mic y phuc mau bac sang buwdc ra t canh cira phia trong. Yorozu
khong nhin ciu bé ma chi ctr dong ngdn tay ra dau gi d6. Cau bé khong néi
khong rang, cii dau mot cdi r'oi lui vé sau canh cira, khong 1au sau ciu ta
quay lai v&i mot cdi khay mau den trén tay. Nhitng xu dong nam trén cdi
khay &y. Cu ta ddt khay 1€n quay roi lui xudng.

“Pay 1a mot tram xu d6ng tirc mot tram copper. Anh ¢cam dwoe r'oi day,
do vo 1e.”



“Anh néi roi, em c6 th€ ding goi anh 1a @6 vo6 1€ nira dwoc khong...”
Haruhiro vira bat man néi vira dem xu dong nhét vao chiéc tii da. Dong xu
chi to ¢ dau ngdn Ut nhung mot tram dong cling du lam chi€c tdi cang
phong. “... Lai con ndng nwra. Thé nay thi c6 1€ khong cho vao tii dwoc
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roi.

Yorozu cudi ra ding miii. “Anh ki giti ludn mot it ciing dwoc day. Du
anh 12 mot tén vo 1€ thi tdn chi clia thwong hdi chiing t6i van la ‘kh4ch hang
la thwong de”.”

“Tam thoi thi khong ¢an. Anh ¢dm theo ngwoi dwoc, du hoi viedng viu
mot chut.”

“Vay a.” Yorozu ngam tau thudc, rit mot hoi. “Vay ldc nao tha’y cén thi
lai d&n nhé, @0 vo 1&. Throng hoi bon t6i 1am viéc quanh nim khdng nghi
ngay nao, mo ctra tir bay gior sang dén bay gio td'i, ba't cr khi nao, ba't cr
diéu gi, Yorozu doi th tw t6i diy cling s€é ddp ing yéu cdu cla anh tai
quay nay.”

“Bat ctr khi nao ha? Thé gio’ nghi trwa thi sao?”

“T6i khong nghi trra. Tw bay gio’ sding dén bay gio’ t61, Yorozu ludén &
day. Pay ciing la luat cia Yorozu.”

“..Camonem.”

Khi cdu vwa roi khoi Theong héi ki giri Yorozu vira nghi ¢6 bé tuy
chitng chac nhung con nhd qué chic cling vat va, bung ciu lai réo Am 1.
Thit. Thit xién dang vAy goi. Haruhiro v0i vang quay lai Tiém thit xién
Dollie & khu chg. Cau hit diy I'0ng ngwe mui thom ngon lanh hap dan r'oi
mua mot xién thit vira m&i nwdng xong. Khong th€ chiu dwng hon dwoc
nira, cAu dwa xién thit vio miéng ngay tai chd. Cam gidc kich thich tr mui
hwong thom phitc ciing nuée thit chira chan doi thang 1én dinh dau cau.

“Ngon qua...!”

Trong lic mo mang, cau da x& xong mot xién va nghi€ém tdc phan van
xem ¢ nén mua thém xién ntra hay khong. Sau mot h'6i da'u tranh, cau
danh ty kiém ch€ ban than. Ranta thi th& nao cling dwoe, nhwng cdu nén
cho Shihoru va Yume biét, roi ca bon s€ cung nhau quay lai day. Haruhiro
hwng phan di xuyén qua khu che, nhung ciu chgt nho ra.

“Chét ro6i. Gio' dau phai Iic an thit xi€n. Minh con phai di thu thap
thong tin ntra ma...”



Nhin xung quanh, mét con dwong v&i tAm bien hinh cung ghi dong chir
“Phd” Hanazono” lot vio mét cAu. Mot ngudi dan ong tré, tring tréo dang di
t&i tir bén d6. Anh ta khodc mot chiéc 4o choang bén ngoai bd gidp bang
kim loai, deo khién trén lung cung mot thir gidng nhw ki€m bén hong,
nhung dem dén cam giac khac hin linh canh & thap Tenbou. Vi mot 1i do
nao dé khdng cu th€... Haruhiro tham nghi, phdi chdng anh ta la linh tinh
nguyén?

Cau dat tay 1én nguc, thd ra mot hoi. Pwge r'6i, chuan bj xong tinh
thAn, cAu cat ti€ng goi “Xin 16i!”. Ngwoi dan ong dirng bwde, quay mét vé
phia Haruhiro. “C6 chuyén gi sao?”

“A, wm, xin 186i. N&u nhdm thi mong anh tht 18i. Anh la... linh tinh
nguyén phai khong?”

“Piing vdy.” Anh ta chép chép mét roi né nu cuoi. “A, 18 ndo em la
linh tinh nguyén tap su?”

“A, V... ving a! Em vira tré thanh linh tinh nguyén tip sy m&i ban niy
thoi! N6i thé nao nhi, em thd'y minh chflng bi€t cdi gi ca, vi the'...”

“Ban d4u ai cling nhw th& thoi. D ¢6 lac 167, nhung n€u van virng vang
tién 1én trng bwdc mot thi s€ d€n ldic ty nhién thd'y dwgc con dwong cla
minh ddy.”

“La... nhw vdy a? Nhung ma, ki€u nhw, em thd'y khd ba't an v&i con
dwong phia trwede...”

“Anh bi€t.” Nguoi dan 6ng git ddu, gwong mat c¢6 vé than thién.
“Nhung kinh nghiém clia hién tai chic chin s& gitip em vé sau. Nguoi
khong mo mim ti€n 1én trong bong toi sé chéng dén duoc bat ki dau.”

“Thé...a? A nhung, ndi thé nao nhi, n€u c6 the'thi...”

“Anh la Shinohara thudc d6i Orion.”

“A, em la Haruhiro.”

“Haruhiro nay. Orion bon anh thwong hay ¢6 mat & Quan rwgu Sherry.
Néu c6 chuyén gi, em ctr d€n tim bon anh.”

“Ha? A... vang. Q... quin rwou Sherry ding khong a? O... Orion...?”

“Pung ro6i. Chiic em may méin, Haruhiro. Gip lai em sau nhé.”

Shinohara di mat, chi d&lai 4n twong vé sy hién hoa dé chiu ctia minh.

““... Thu thp tin tirc, tha't bai?”



Haruhiro guc du. Pang 1€ cdu nén gi bang dwge anh ta & lai. Nhung
cach noi nhe nhang do lai mang ¥ cu tuyét rat ro rang. Du trong khong
giong vay, nhung cé khi nao, thye t& anh ta 1a ngwoi xau? Hoac, d6 1a ki€u
bao ban c¢6 tinh gido duc ma nguwoi di tredec danh cho cau?

“Quéan rwou a...7”

Haruhiro ngwdc nhin tréi, nheo mét lai vi 4nh ndng chéi chang. Tuy
khong hiéu rd, nhueng ciu cdm thiy gio van chwa phai lic di d&€n quan
reou. Cau danh budce di trén phd Hanazono, thi tim ki€m ai d6 trong
giong linh tinh nguyén. C4u ciing gdp vai ngwoi, nhwng ngueoi thi trong da
tha’y 1a k& lvu manh, ngwoi thi bay ra vé mat so hii, ¢6 ngwoi con lwom
nguyt mdi khi cham mét cau, khi¢n ciu rat khé mé 161i.

“Minh mét moi qua roi...”

Haruhiro ng6i sup xudng bén vé dwong ngay sau khi ra khdéi phd
Hanazono, noi nhirng tdoa nha to 1on ¢6 bdn hoa trong nhw nhirng quan tro
ndm K¢ nhau san sat. Ciu ng6i yén nhw the’ mot Iic.

Néu minh ci giir nguyén cdi tw thé’ nay thi liéu ¢ ai d€’y roi dén bdt
chuyén voi minh khéng nhi. Méc du cau khong ¢6 y &6 tham kin d6. Ma
khong, thye ra la ¢c6 mot chuit.

“... C6 1€ suy nghi ciia minh qué ngay tho r6i.”

Nhueng dau thé trach minh chie? Minh con ching biét noi nay la dau.
Chi nhé dwoe mdi tén, ching hiéu nhw vdy thi ¢é ¥ nghia gi. Roi ddt nhién
tré thanh linh ddnh thué tdp sw. Tinh hudéng kiéu nhw sé lam ngwo'i ta kéu
lén ‘Cdi qudi gi thé?’. Trong liic dang rdi boi thi mdy tén thong minh lanh
loi da di dau hét cd. May tén & lai thi chdng tén ndo cé thé nho cdy. Bdn
than ciing chéng trong mong gi dworc. Cudi cung lai thanh ra phdi di thu
thdp thong tin mot minh. Thé'roi ciing chéng dau vao ddu cd.

“Gép tat ca nhirng chuyén doé thi ai ma chéng iu xiu...”

[u xiu thi da sao? Tuyét vong buong bo ciing chéng co gi la. Duing roi.
Di an thit xién thoi. Minh sé dn nhiéu nhat co thé, mot minh. Khong chi co
thit xién, trong khu cho con v s6" nhitng mon ngon khdc. Minh sé dn hét
mon nay dén mon kia. Budi toi, minh sé dén qudn rwou. O noi nao dé biét
ddu con co qudn ma dan ba con gdi sé phuc vu minh. Minh sé udéng rwou
hay bdt cw thir gi. Choi boi thoi. Minh sé choi boi dén khi hét sach tién
trong tui.



“Nhung con 1au minh méi lam the”.”

Haruhiro dirng diy. Lac quan hudng veé phia trede da chging dé dang gi
nhung ddnh ma't ban than trong tuyét vong ciing c6 vé kho khian hon ciu
tedng.

Cau di xuyén qua phd Hanazono tir hwdng nguwoc lai va quay vé khu
cho.

Vdy minh nén lam gi? Tam thoi quay vé vdin phong a? Du chwa thu
dwoc két qua g1 nhung thoi gian cling da tr6i qua kha kha k€ tw ldc céu di.
Moi ngudi chéc hin déu déi bung ca roi. Néu mudn an gi d6 thi con phai
dan ho d&n Thuwong hoi ki gii Yorozu d€ doi tién nira.

Nhuwng nghi lai thi nhirng gi li€n quan d€n Yorozu ciing la thdng tin c6
ich. Cau ciing gdp dwoc Shinohara. VAn con mot cdch 1a sau khi dn xong,
moi nguoi cung di tim Quén rwou Sherry nira.

Dai khai thi Haruhiro dau c6 béat budc phai c& ging mot minh ding
khong? Phdi. Diing vdy. Tdt cd déu la ngwo'i trong cudc ma.

Nghi vy, cau manh dan quy€t dinh s€ quay lai van phong, nhung la
that. Nhin tw vi tri ctia thdp Tenbou thi phwong hwdng cia cidu khong sai,
nhung di ré ma’y I4n & ngd ré nao di nira, cAu van khong trong thd’y vin
phong dau ca.

“... Minh lac dwong r'6i a?”

Cau khdong mudn, nhwng danh phai thira nhan diéu do. Chazlng con cich
nao khac, Haruhiro lai nhiam hwdng thdp Tenbou ma di. Sau khi ra dén
quang treong, cau can than xac dinh lai dwong di. Con dwong ldc dau cau
di d&n quang treong 13 dwong kia. Cau nghi rang néu di theo dwong day,
cau co the quay tr¢ lai van phong... C6 1€ vay.

“Ma, c6 that 1a dwong d6 khong nhi...? Hay 1a bén kia? Khong phai a?
Chéc 1a khong phai nhi. Th& nao 4y nhi? B... bit dau 14n 16n réi. Chét
that...”

“Haruhiro!”

“Ha?”

Vi khong twong twong ra viée ¢ ai d6 goi tén minh nén cdu kha thét
tim.



Chu nhan cua giong ndi trong nhw dang téa dnh hao quang. Puong
nhién dé chi 1a do gidc, nhung khi cau a4y gio tay, nhanh chan chay dén
gan, nu croi cua cau &y thuce sy vo cung ryc ro.

“Manato...!” Haruhiro chay bd vé phia Manato. “Manato! T& khong
quay lai dwoc viin phong! Gip ciu thé nay chic cé the goi 1a ‘chét dudi vér
dwoc coc’ ro1!”

“Cau phéng dai qud dd’y.” Manato dwa mét nhin xung quanh. “Haruhiro,
¢6 mdt minh cau thoi a? Nhieng ngwoi khac dau?”

“A. Ranta, Shihoru va Yume chic vin dang & truedc cira vin phong.
Shihoru da bat khoc dﬁ’y Thé réi sy tinh thanh ra t& di thu thap tin tic mét
minh con ho thi doi t& ve.”

“Vay a? T 1a cau da biét dwoe kha kha va gior dang trén dwong quay
veé chd moi ngwoi ding khong?”

“U’ thi...” Haruhiro gai gai c0. Cau hoi cé chit cam gidc mudn khoe
khoang. Nhwng viéc 8y chang o y nghia gi 14m, b&i né&u néi ddi cé vé ciu
s€ bi bai 10 ngay. “Thyc ra to cling chang r0 chuyén nay c6 dwore tinh la
biét khong nhwng... N6i sao nhi. TS biét dwoec mdi Thwong hoi ki givi
Yorozu...”

“Thwong hoi ki guri, Yorozu? To khong biét céi d6.”

“Cau dda 2? That ha? O’ d6 cho phép giri va d6i tién. Pai loai 1a ciing ¢6
vé khd quan trong d&y. A, ngoai ra, & cho ¢6 hang thit xién rat ngon... Ma
thoi, cdi da'y khong tinh.”

“T¢ cling chi m&i ngd qua khu chg mét chit. Vay ra ¢6 hang thit xién
a. Néu ngon dén vay thi t& cling mudn an thir phét.”

“P& t& chi cho cdu vj trf cla ctra tiém. Té nhé o 1dm... VAy ma t& lai
quén ma't dwong vé van phong.”

“Vay, minh cung di th6i.” Manato néi nhe ténh nhw the d6 l1a diéu
dwong nhién. “Ping lic t& dang dinh quay lai van phong mot Ian.”

“Ha...” Haruhiro dot nhién khong biét phai néi gi.

Ping la trwdc khi roi khoi van phong, Manato da néi “Gép lai cac cau
sau nhé”. Nhwng né cling chi nhw loi chao hay d6i dap xa giao thong
thwong ma thoi. Haruhiro da dinh ninh nhw thé”. Hoa ra khdng phai. Manato
thyc sy dinh thu thap thong tin xong roi s€ quay lai van phong sao?



L'dng nguc cau dan nong 1én.

“H&?” Manato hoi nghiéng dau. “Sao thé?”

“Khong, khong sao dau!” Haruhiro vd vao leng Manato. “D... di dén
vin phong thdi. Ké xdc Ranta nhung Shihoru va Yume chic dang lo ling
1&m.”

“U’” Manato gat dau roi budc di. Vira budc theo sau cdu &y, Haruhiro
vtra nghi that may vi gdp lai dwg'c Manato.

Con dwong ma Manato nhanh nhen bwdc di khong 16 chit chan chw
khac v&i con dwong khi ndy Haruhiro cho 1a ddng.

Hoéa ra, Haruhiro con khong nh¢ rd dwong quay veé.



4. Sinh hoat thid vi trong guild

au s c6 da thir chuyén xay ra, va hién tai, Haruhiro dang dirng mot minh &
mot goc cua khu viee goi 1a Thi tran phia Tay.

“Piing la ¢ day, nhung...”

Thi trdm phia Tay 14 noi sinh séng cia nhitng ngwoi nghéo khd, néi
cach khac 1a khu & chudt. Thuc t€, toa nha nao cling cyc ki to6i tan, hodc ci
ki, hong héc, va do nat. Nhirng nguoi cu gdp phéan 1on trong kha ngheo
khé. N6i that, dy khong phai 1a noi ngweoi ta mudn di lai mot minh. Sao lai
chon cdi noi nay chtr. Dung lai ¢6 phai t6t khong. Nhwng qua mudn r'oi, vi
moi viéc da dwgrc quyet dinh.

Haruhiro dinh xem mot vong xung quanh toa kién tric trong phic tap
nhu the k&t hop mot tdoa nha bang dd véi mot toa nha bing gd, nhung
khong th€. Du di vao con ngd chat hep thi cling gip nhirng birc twong bang
g0 va da can dwong, khong 1am cdch nao di vong sang bén canh hay phia
sau toa nha dworc.

Tuy nhién, sau khi di quanh mdt 1at, cdu gap mot canh ctra cyc thap
phia trong mdt con ngd. Trén cdnh cOng sit gi sét, mot thir giong nhw gia
huy ¢6 16 khéa dwge cham khic & trung tAm. Thdt ddng ngor. Pdy la cira ra
vao hd?

“Xin, xin 18i...”

Thtr cat ti€ng goi nhung khong c6 ai tra 1o, cdu bén go cira. Pau ca tay.
Sau d6, ciu nim 13y tay nim ctra, hét viin lai 4 r6i kéo, nhung canh cira
van tro’ tro'.

“Hay minh nham. Gi th& nay...”

Khi cdu 1am bam, dinh quay ngwoi di thi mot giong ndi tram thap vang
1én trong con ngd. “Cé viéc gi?”’. Ciu khong rd giong ndi phat ra twr dau.
Trong ngd chi ¢6 minh Haruhiro con cdnh ca thi vin déng im im. Nhung
cau nghi minh khong nghe nham. Céu r6 rang nghe thdy mdt giong noi.



“A, tm... t6i mudn xin vao guild...”

Cung v&i giong néi “Vao di”, canh cong d6ng thoi phdt ra ti€ng lach
cach. N6 d3 mé khod roi 4? Cau dit tay 1én nim ctra roi vin. Cu thir kéo
ra, canh ctra tuy kha nang, nhung né da mé:.

Bén kia canh ctra m¢ toang la mét 167 di chat he_:p va bui bam. Hai bén
twong la cac gia, trén dé bay chat cirng nhirng thir chang hi€u d€’ lam gi nhw
day thing, dung cu gi d6 biang kim loai, banh riang. Khi cdnh ctra ba't thinh
linh dong lai, cau thdy sau bén trong cé dnh sang. Ngudn sdng la chi€’c den
gin trén teong, 181 di cling ré ngodt & chd dé va cang tré nén chat hep hon.

Cau phai nghiéng ngwoi mdi ¢6 the ti€n 1én, va cudi cung, budc vao
mot can phong. Can phong mo t6i nén ciu cling khong bi€t né réng bao
nhiéu. Bén trong c6 ban v mot ngudi phu nit ng'di vit chéo chan trén do.
Tay c6 ta dang nghich mdt con dao. C6 ta ¢6 mai toc dai, gidu di phan ntra
khu6én mat nhwng lai chfmg c6 vé gi mudn che diy da thit cia minh. Ca
canh tay, ngyc, dui co ta d€u 16 ra mot cach khiéu khich.

“Cau mudn gia nhap guild dao tic bon ta ha?”

“... Va... vAng.” Haruhiro bat gidc nudt nwdc bot. Co6 1€ cdu khong nén
nhin chdm chim vao c¢d ta. P& cho an toan, ciu nhin sang hwéng khic.
“Em... dy dinh thé&"”

“Nhin qua thi c4u la linh tinh nguyén tap sy nhi. Ciu la ngwoi th hai
trong hOm nay roi day.”

“Ha? Nguoi thir hai?”

“Ma viec do thi sao chaamg dwore. NEu mubn gia nhip véi bon t6i thi
ddng nao cdu ciling phdi mot minh thyc hién khda hudn luyén bay ngay. Mot
choi mot ddy. Toi s€ phu trach cqu. Thay vinh hanh khong?”

“Ha, a, vm...” Haruhiro ngwdc méit nhin ngwdi phu nit. Nhin vio nguc
hay nhin vao chan cdm gidc cr thé nao Ay, nén ciu quyét dinh nhin vao
mit. Khdng biét c6 ta bao nhiéu tudi, c6 1& khong tré 1dm. TAm ba muoi
tuoi chang? P61 véi cdu nhéc muoi sau tudi nhwe Haruhiro, tuy khong
mudn noi thé nhung ¢6 ta khd 1a 1on tudi. Dau vay, ¢d ta ra't dep. Cuc ki
quyén rd. “... V... vinh hanh a. Vang.”

“Néu cdu tha’y bat man, tdi ¢ thé giao lai cho ngwoi khac.”

“Kh... khong! Nha't dinh, mong dworc cod giip do!”



“Nhung tdi néi trede,” co ta cim dao xudng ban va 1i€m moi. “T6i
nghiém khéc 14m da’y nhé? C4u ma khong theo kip thi s& cé hinh phat da’y,
bi€t chwa?”

“... Mong c6 nhe tay cho.”

Nguwoi phu nit ceoi mim, vén mai toc 1én. “Cau biét luat cua guild dao
tac khong?”

O vung da't dwoe goi 1a Bién canh nay ton tai cac guild.

Nhic d&n guild thi d6 1a hiép hdi clia nhitng ngwoi c6 chung nghé
nghi€p. Co6 hoi the ren, hoi thg moc, hdi tho d4 hay hoi dau bé€p. Trén het,
cling ton tai cac guild cda chi€n binh, phap sw, tu si, roi ca cda thanh ki s,
the' sin, hic 4m ki si, va dao tic.

Guild 1a noi nhirng ngeoi cing nghé nghiép giip do nhau, l1a doan th€
dwore 14p ra d€ bao vé quyén lgi cua hoi vién, ciing 1a mdt t& chire d€ cac
thanh vién cung nhau trui ren ki thuat.

O noi nay, mudn lam mdt ngh€ nao dé thi phai gia nhap guild twong
trng. N&u khong gia nhap guild ma ty tién 1am viéc thi chic chin s& bj guild
ra tay ngan chian. Moi ngwoi déu bi€t di€u dé nén s€ khong ai uy thac cong
viéc cho nhirng ké khong thudc guild.

Khong th€ 1am nhiéu cong viéc mdt ldc la chuyén c6 vé kha go bo,
nhwng guild cling bd nhiéu cong sirc bdi dwong thé” hé sau. Néu gia nhap
guild, s€& dwoc chi day nhirng di€u co’ ban vé ngh€ nghi€p dé. N6i thém
ring, mot khi khdng gia nhap guild thi s& khong the hoc dwoc cic ki thuat
lién quan dén ngheé.

Ta't nhién, khong phai cr ty nhién ma vao dwoe guild.

Ngoai ra, khi da vao guild r6i, n€u khéng tudn thu theo cidc quy dinh
hay luat da dwee dat ra thi s€ phai chiu trirng phat.

Tién th€' ndi ludn, ciu biét dwore ta't cd nhirng di€u nay déu tir Manato.

Manato ciing néi cho cdu vé diéu luat hi€m c6 cia guild dao tac.
Haruhiro chon guild dao tdc nay trong ra't nhréu guild mét phién la vi né.

“La khong c6 luat gi... dung khong a?”

“Pung vay.” Ngwdi phu nit rit con dao khdi ban roi bat dau xoay nd.
“Du thé&’, van c¢6 thir goi 12 dao dirc clia dao tic dA’'y nhé. Khong tranh viéc &
dia ban cua nguoi khac, khong ra tay voi ngueoi quen than. Néu dp dung



cho linh tinh nguyén thi mdi t& dodi chi dwoc ¢6 mot dao tic, khong trOom
cta dao tac hay linh tinh nguyén... N&u ciu tré thanh dao tic, toi sé tw tw
day cau hét nhirng chuyén ay.”

“Em nghi... minh mu6n tré thanh dao tac.”

“Khong chi cdm nghi thoéi dau,” ngwoi phy nit nhin vé phia ciu, xoe
ban tay ra, “tdi doan ciu ciing bi€t roi, phai cé cai dau tién.”

Khong phdi cwe tw nhién ma vao dwoc guild.

Haruhiro 18y chi€c tdi da ma ciu da phai ¢6” s6ng cd chét mdi nhét
dwore vao trong 4o r'oi noi 1ong sori day budc miéng tii. Theo 1oi Manato, &
di€m nay, guild nao ciing giéng nhau, hon ntra ho ¢6 1€ con thoa thuin voi
nhau dén ca gia tién. Ngwoi gia nhdp s€ phai tham gia mot khéa hoc bay
ngay danh cho ngwoi m&i va hoc tdt cd nhirng di€u co ban cta nghé
nghiép. Pay ciing la di€m chung cta ta't ca cac guild.

Haruhiro nhén ting d6ng bac twr trong tii da. Mot dong, hai d6ng, ba
ddng... Cau cam tha’y 1& phi hoi dit qud. Nhung c6 I& ciing chang con cach
nao khac. Cau hién khong c6 kién thirc hay ki ndng gi, thi lam sao c6 thé€
trd thanh linh tinh nguyén dwoee. Khong phai cdu khéng nghi dwgc diéu
da’y. Du vay, né van chfmg ré chit nao. B6n dong, ndim dong, sdu dong,
bay dong... Tam d6ng bac.

Tam silver la tdm tram copper. Cau c6 th€ an dwore hai tram xién thit c6
gid bon copper mdt xi€n. Ti€u ti€n th& nay c6 on khong? Cau phai tiéu. Ca
ddm da cung ban bac va dwa ra quyé€t dinh sau khi nghe chuyén cta
Manato. Hién gi¢r, moi ngudi chic chin déu dang gia nhap vao céc guild
khac nhau roi.

Hit mdt hot that sdu, cdu ceong quyet dit tim dong bac 1€n trén long
ban tay ctia nguoi phu ntr.

C6 ta ndm chit 18y nhitng d6ng bac, né nu cudi rang ro. “Pung ra thi
sau ddy, cdu s€ phai 1ap mdt loi thé nhung ton chi cta guild nay la ty do,
khong rang budc, tw chiu trach nhiém. Vay la cau chinh thirc tré thanh mot
thanh vién cta guild dao tidc ching ta. Ra't don gian ding khong?”

“... bung vay. Ma em hinh nhw con chwa néi tén ctia minh.”

“Pao tdc s€ co biét danh cta dao tic. Tén that clia cau khéng quan
trong. Hién gio ciu chi 1a mdt tén linh mdi. Sau khi két thic bay ngay hudmn



luyén, ngwoi hedng dan clia ciu 1a t0i diy s& dit cho cAu mot biét danh phu
hop. N&u cdu mudn mdt biét danh ha'p din thi c& ging hét sttc 1én nhé.”

“A, tm... Thwra c6 gido? Em goi vay dwoe khong?”

“O.” Ngwoi phu nit veon ngudi ra, cham dau ngén tay vio cim
Haruhiro.

Di¥ qud... Bo ngwc thdt vi dai.

Haruhiro suyt ntra thi roi vao tinh canh chi con cach do gap ngwoi vao
do.

“Cau sé goi t0i la cd gido a? Cling dwoc day.” Co ta toét miéng cuoi va
xoa xoa dwdi cam Haruhiro. “T6i 1a Barbara. Bay ngy t&i chic sé thd vi
1am day!”



5. Tap hop

au &ng th& néi dwoe véi ai ring bdy ngay dé thuce t& c6 thid vi hay khong.

D61 véi guild dao tac ludn néu cao sw ty do thi viée rit lui cling tuy .
Néu déng tam silver 1a c6 th€ dwgrec cho phép gia nhap lai dé dang, nhung
nhitng ngwoi khong phai ngwdi hwedng dan sé khong dwoe phép tiét 10 cho
ngwoi khac ki thuat bi truyén cia guild, nhw céc thao tac cta dao tic, cach
tAn cdng bat ngd hay céc sit chiéu khi ddnh nhau. V& nguyén téc, ciing
khong dwoc truyén ndi dung huid'n luyén ra ngoai.

Vi vy, cdu khong the' néi duorc.

Biét danh mang tw cdach dao tdc ma ngwoi hwong din dit cho ciing 1a
cai tén chi dwoe dung trong gioi dao tdc. Khdong can néi biét danh d6 cho
ngwoi thwong. Ma thoi, ciu ciing chealng mudn noi cho ai.

“... Biét danh cuia minh, la Old Cat.”

Theo nhw c6 Barbara néi, c6 vé 1a do mét ciu trong ngdi ngt, gidng nhu
mot con meo gia.

N6i vy ciing ¢6 phan ding, nhung ciu van thd'y hoi qud dang. Du gi
cling nén cho cdu cdi biét danh ngau hon mot chdt chir, nhw bdo den, bdo
dd'm, s61 hay chim wng chﬁng han. N6i that, ciu thdm chi con cam thay biét
danh gi ciing t6t hon mién khong phai la Old Cat.

Tém lai, k&t thic bay ngay hudn luyén an & khép kin, Haruhiro da tro
thanh mét dao tic chan chinh... A, ma con lau m&i dwoc thé'.

Haruhiro dwoc c6 Barbara nh'6i cho nhirng ki€n thirc nhw dao dic va
triét If clia dao tiic, Picking [M& khéa] 1a thi thuat trom cép nhap mon, don
Slap [Pap tay] co’ ban ctiia co’ ban trong céc st chiéu khi ddnh nhau, hay
fam quan trong cta viéc tin cong ba't ngo'...

Nhuwng ciu van chwa thuin thuc. Thong qua luyén tap, Haruhiro d'4n
dan bi€n nhirng ki thuit &y thanh chiéu thirc cdia minh. Néu sau nay muén
hoc thém ki nang ma&i, ciu sé phai dén guild va hoc tr ngwoi hudn luyén.



Ta't nhi€n ldc d6 s€ phai tdn mot khodn phi va tro lai vai ngay d€ ti€p nhén
dot huan luyén.

Dil n6i rang Haruhiro di nhé dwoc ki ning Picking [M& khéa] ciing
don Slap [DPap tay] thi mic do thanh thuc van cyc thap, ciu chuwa the st
dung chiing mot cach bai ban.

D€ chiic mung cho viéc hoan thanh khéa hudn luyén, cdu nhin dwoc
mot tAm do choang dao tic cli, mdt con dao gdm cli cung nhirng dung cu
dao tdc cling cii tvong dwong, cong thém mot doi giay dao tac da qua su
dung. Cau méc hét ddng d6 Ién ngwoi. Nho vay, ¢b 1€ it nhiéu trong ciu s€
gidng voi mot tén dao tdc, mic du cu van chwrra thé hanh nghé.

C6 Barbara ludn nghiém khic gido huan cdu ring, con dworng dao tic
khong hé dé dang, cau phai biét n6é rat khé khin, ciu 12 mdt tén dao tic
méi tO te ching ¢6 kinh nghiém gi déng k& D6 12 Haruhiro tai thoi diém
nay.

“Khong bi€t thé nay c6 dworc khong nwra...”

Old Cat di vé hudng di€m hen tap hop va thd dai thwon thwot.

Van chura dén trira nén khu cho khong qué dong dic. Trede Tiém thit
xién Dollie chi ¢6 hai ngwoi khach. M6t nguwoi 1a tén téc xoan mac bd gidp
trong nhw 1am bing da, deo mdt thanh treong kiém. Ngudi con lai 1a mot
cO gai t€t téc, lung mang cung va bao t€n, bén hong deo mdt con dao san to
qua kho.

“Ranta, Yume!”

“O?” Ranta quay lai. Yume ciing quay mit vé phfa Haruhiro nhung
miéng van nhai thit xién rau rdu. “H&?”

Vé mit v6 tw clia Yume thi dwong nhién r'6i, nhwng ciu cling thd’'y nho
cd mai toc xodn tit cia Ranta ntra. Nghi lai thi ¢6 1€ do nhirtng ngay huan
luyén don gian 12 qud w khic nghiét. Cd Barbara liic ndo ciing rdt goii cam,
nhwng lai 1a mét ké thich hanh ha nguoi khac va khong biét nwong tay.
Buodi t61, trrd'e khi cudn minh lai trong mot tAm chan cdu ban va ngu trén
san nha citng ngéc tai mot noi dwoe goi 14 budng giam bén trong guild dao
tdc, cAu hay twdng twong dé€n canh moi ngwoi déu dang phai chiu nhiéu
khd sé&. Du viéc &y khong d&n mitc 1am ciu nghi dwoce ring “Vi thé” minh
cling phai ¢ ging 1én”, nhung vin dem lai chiit cdm gidc an Gi. Pa rat
nhiéu T4an cdu nghi rang “khong thé tiép tuc nira”, “deén gidi han r'oéi”, hay



“bo tron thoi”. Nhwng cau da twe bd viéc chay trdn vi c6 Barbara ra't dang
SO

“Ranta...! Yume...!”

Haruhiro chay lai, dinh dap tay v&i hai ngeoi ho. Ranta dap tay voi cdu,
miéng kéu “O ¢!?” vé kho hi€u con Yume trung ra bd mit lor ngo khong
bi€t chuyén gi dang xdy ra, khi€n tay Haruhiro choi voi trong khoang
khong mot cach ba't lwc. Minh vui mikng hoi qud? Ciing hoi ngai day. Ma
thoi, ké di.

Haruhiro nhe hing giong. “Chao. Hai ngudi khde khong? Nhirng nguoi
khic dau?”

“Hién tai thi kh4 khde.” Ranta nhin xung quanh.

“Ngoai bon nay ra thi van chua c6 ai dén?”

“Ang 6 ai 4.” Sau khi trd 1o the, Yume nudt ching chd thit xién dang &
trong miéng r'oi ho sic sua. “... U.”

Haruhiro ng6 nhin mat Yume. “Yume, c... cdu 6n chr?”

“U’. C6 v& &n r'oi. Nhung hoi khé thé xiu.”

“N6i ltic dang c6 thirc dn trong miéng 13 khong t6t 1dm dau, va khi in,
cu cling nén binh tinh twr t6n hon mét chiit.”

“Chflng hi€u sao Yume lic nao cling voi vang ha’p ta’p khi an udng y.”

“Vay a...?””

“Sw phu cling nhi€u Tan bao ‘Yume khong an chim la khdng ngoan
dau’. Ma su phu dau ¢6 n6i ‘khong ngoan’ nhi. Hinh nhw sw phu néi ‘hay
an tw tw thoi’.”

“Cdi ba nay.” Ranta li€c nhin Yume voi vé nghi ngo. “Ba nhuw thé” thi ¢6
dung dwgc cung tén khong ha? Toéi khdng bi€t nira, nhwng chang phai ba
hét strc khdng hop véi nghé ki€u nhw ther san sao?”

“V€ cung thuat nha...” Yume nghiéng dau, phong mot bén ma. “Sw phu
cling néi c6 I& Yume s& khong 1am dwge. DU luyén tdp bao nhiéu thi van
kém céi thoi.”

“The san ma khong dung dwgc cung tén thi con n6éi chuyén gi. Vé mat
hinh twong 2Yy...”

“Nhurng Yume mudn mot chid ché lai s6i, nén méi chon tho sdn.”



“Ch¢ lai s6i a?” Haruhiro gai ¢6. Mot the san tich luy dd kinh nghi€ém
dwong nhw s€ ¢ theé nudi day va tim y twong thdong véi chd lai séi. Dieém
chinh & day, né khong chi 1a ché, ma la ché lai s6i. Haruhiro cling khong
dén ndi khong cam dwore s 1ang man, nén ciu thau hi€u mot chit cdm gidc
ciia Yume.

“Pao tdc, va mot tho' sdn v6 dung ntra a?” Ranta phun ra mot trang.
“Twong lai that dang lo ngai.”

“... Tao khong mudn bi mot tén dau xu ndi nhw vay.”

“Khong duore goi tao la dau xu!”

“...Anay.”

“0i...!?” Ranta nhay dyng 1én va quay dau lai.

Nhin thi thy ding sau lwng Ranta 14 mot ¢d géi nhd nhin, doi chigc
mil chép tam gidc mau den, mdc mot bd y phuc cuing mau. Vanh mi ré' to,
va ¢ &y nhw dya vao chi€c gdy dang cam trén tay, lai con cui dau, nén ciu
khong nhin thd’y mégt. Nhwng Haruhiro 14p t&ec nhan ra d6 1a ai. “Shihoru?”

C6 nang khong néi gi ma chi gat dau. Qua nhién la Shihoru.

“Ma nay...” Ranta tron mét, tay gitr 14y nguc. “D... dirng doa toi thé
chr. Ca tro tw dwng xud't hién tir sau lwng nira. Ba thanh phdp sw r'oi ma.
Lam vay gidng dao tac quéa di mat.”

“... X... xin 16i. Vi c4u khong d€ y t&... ma t& lai khong biét phai 1én
tiéng thé nao, nén mai...”

“Cr 1én ti€ng nhw binh thwong thoi. Ki€u nhw ‘nay’, ‘chao’ hay la ‘hay’
Chealng han.”

“... Xin 18i cAu. T& xin 16i vi khong 1am dworc binh thweong...”

“Purng ¢6 lic nao cling xin 16i thé! Ctr 1am nhw t0i 12 ngwoi xa'u khong
bang.”

“Né&u phai chon gitra to't va xdu thi may la ngwoi xau phn nao con gi.”
Haruhiro chen vao gitra Ranta va Shihoru. “Cling dau céan tirc gidn dé€n mirc
ay.”

“Pung c6 gia bo lam nguwoi t6t, Haruhiro. May chi vi bd ngwc khong 10
Shihoru dang che gid'u théi dung khong?”

“Ha? Che gidu...?” Haruhiro v6 tinh don 4anh nhin vé phia nguc
Shihoru.



Shihoru nhanh chdong 18y tay de 1€n nguwc nén cu khong bi€t thyc hw
thé” nao nhung... Minh dang lam cdi quy gi vdy. Khong dwoc nhin. Mit
néng bung, Haruhiro cidi d4u. “... Xin 16i c4u.”

“Khong c6 gi...”

“Ba che di a?” Ranta chi thé’ing vé phia Shihoru. “Khéng qua mét dwoc
toi dau. Du la hang gia hang don thi toi cling nhin ra dwoc hét!”

Haruhiro lanh Iung nhin Ranta. “... Cdi ki ndng qudi quy gi vay?”

“Khong phai ki nang! Pay la tai nang bam sinh cua tao!”

“A...” Yume nin ndn ngwc minh. “Shihoru c¢é nguc to a, thich ghé.
Yume thi nguc 1€p. Pa the’, gid ma gay hon thi tdt roi, nheng Yume lai kha
milm mim co’, ngye con 1ép nira chir. Yume thad’y bu'én qua.”

“... A, t&...” Shihoru rut ngwdi lai nhw the mudn 1am tan bién chinh ban
than minh, “... chi 1a, t&, t& hoi béo thoi ma.”

“The a? Yume th@y Shihoru c6 béo dau.”

“D¢, do 1a... do quian éo thoi...”

“Hirm.” Ranta cudi ra dang miii. “Shihoru. Ba 1 ki€u ngwdi bi ddm con
gai ghét dung khong?”

“Vi miy dira khong béo nhwng lai ludén bao minh béo thwong bi ghét
nhé't trong ddm con gii ma.”

“...TG... t& du c6 th&...” Vai Shihoru bit d4u run rdy, “... t... t& that sy
béo ma.”

“Ay...” Ranta tr& nén nao ning. “Ping, doi dd, lam gi dén ndi phai
khéc ha?”

“..T... t&, dau cd, khoc dau.”

“Ba dang khéc ddy con gi! RS rang rom rém nuwdc mat kia! Thay
chua!”

“Shihoru, Shihoru.” Yume Oom 18y Shihoru. “Khong sao diu. Yume
khong ghét Shihoru ma. Mic dit Yume vin chwra biét rd vé Shihoru 14m.”

Haruhiro cwoi kho s¢&. “Cau dd’y hoi bi lac qué d6, Yume.”
“Ha? Vay ha? Nhung ngwoi Shihoru thich ghé. Trong ¢6 vé gay nhung
sO’ vao m¢i thd’y ning ninh nha.”



“... bung so the¢. Té x4y hd 1m...”

“Nay...!I” Ranta phan khich. Pha'n khich hoi qua mitc. “Thich mét chua!
Gitra thanh thién bach nhit ludn. Vay cé dwoc khong thé€”? Lam ti€p di!”

“C6 vé nao nhiét qua nhi?” Mot giong néi khac xen vao.

Haruhiro d4anh mét vé phia phat ra giong néi. “Manato!”

Manato mac mot bd trang phuf: ¢é mi trim d4u cung v&i soc mau lam.
Tay cau &y cam chi€c gy thang tap, 1a mot cay doan treong.

“Té 1a ngwoi cudi cung a.” Manato nd nu cwoi r'oi nhin qua ca bon.
“T¢& 1a tu si, Haruhiro 1a dao tic, ban Yume la tho sian, ban Shihoru 1a phap
sir. Con ban Ranta l1a chi€n binh. Nam ngwoi déu & day r'oi nhi.”

“E nay.” Ranta nhin mit. “Bd ma’y cdi ttr ban di. Nghe né ngé ngan thé’
nao y. Ma Haruhiro khong bi goi thé kia?”

“Viy thi, Ranta.”

“Bi goi trong khong thi cang thdy buc! Hay goi toi1 1a ngai Ranta di

“Ha ha. Con lau nhé.”

“Purng c6 vira croi twoi réi vira cuy tuyét thang thieng nhw thé?!”

"’

“Got Yume la Yume khong thoéi cling dwogre.”

“... A. N&u duoee, cling chi ¢an, goi t& 1a Shihoru thoi.”

“Vay a? Néu thé&’, t& s€ goi cac cdu nhw vy nhé. Yume. Shihoru.”

Yume gio tay va hd “C4!”. Shihoru ciing Ii nhi trd loi gi d6 nhwng cau
khong nghe 6. C6 &y ¢6 vé kha ngueong ngling.

“Manato!” Khi Haruhiro gio’ tay phai cia minh 1én, Manato chuyén cay
doan treong sang cam & tay trai roi gio tay phai 1€n. Hai long ban tay dap
vao nhau, tao ra mQt am thanh ra't tuyét. Haruhiro dung tay huych nhe vao
vai Manato. “Céu vat va roi, Manato. Tu si la lam gi &y nhi? Hoc tap cac
quy dinh a?”

“U. Con huan luyén trong guild dao tic thi thé' nao?”

“Ha? A, ciing don gidn ¥ ma.” C4u 16 budt miéng néi ceng nhung mit
cu thi do ra. Cau 14p tlec nghi lai, quyét dinh khéng néi doi ntra. “... To
néi xao day. C6 1& khd 1a vat va. Gido vién kinh khing 14m. Dul ra't xinh
dep nhung dang s¢’ vo cung.”

“La ngudi dep a? Thich the. T& ¢ sw phu 12 mot dng co bip, di khét
khe con to m6m lam t& dau hét ca tai. Khd 1dm.”



“Pau tai a8y a? Manato, cau bi me‘ing nhiéu dén mrc nao ha?”

“Té khong nhé. Sw phu gidn t& lién mién, d&n mitc t& bj 4o gidc rang
phai chang minh sinh ra la d€ nguwoi ta trit gian.”

Haruhiro ciing bi c6 Barbara ming nhw th&" va thd’y ra't chdn nan. Trudc
khi ma't tw tin thi ciu da chealng the c6 chut ty tin nao ca. Manato ma ciling
phai gdp canh d6 sao? C6 1€ khi m&i vao guild, ai cling nhw nhau. N&u vay
thi Haruhiro chealng viéc gi phai tha't vong nhw th€”. C6 1€ khong cén bi quan
cung dworc.

Cau thd’y an tdm do6i chit. Nho ¢6 Manato. Manato 1a ngwoi ki€m dwoc
nhirng thong tin lién quan d&n guild, va cling chinh ciu &y dwa ra loi
khuyén cho moi ngwoi khi phai quyét dinh nén vao guild nao. Néu khong
c6 Manato, moi chuyén s€ ra sao nhi? Cau chaalng mud6n nghi dén canh do.

“Ciing dén Iic r'oi nhi?” Ranta thé dai, thay doi bieu cam. “Thuec ra, tdi
cé viéc phai néi v&i moi ngwoi. Mot thong bao ra't quan trong.”

“Ha...?” Haruhiro nhiu may. “Viéc gi?”

Yume chép chép mét hdi: “Chuyén gi?”, Shihoru thi 14m Iét nhin
Ranta. Manato dwong nhr dang ki€m tra co’ th€, a khong, trang bi cla
Ranta. C6 gi d6 ki la sao? Ranta deo mot thanh treong ki€m cii bén hong,
ngurdi mic mdt bd gidp da c6 vé bén chic. Trong bd dang ciing giong chién
binh.

“Ua?” Manato nhiu may lai va nhin xuéng. “bung ra chi€n binh thi
phai c6 xich...”

“Xin phép cong bd!” Ranta ngtra ca ngwoi ra sau d€ won nguce hét co.
“T6i bao v&i moi ngwoi 1a t6i s€ thanh chi€n binh, nhwng téi bd r'éi! Toi
cam thdy minh khong hop lam chi€n binh, tai nang cua tdi s€ tda sang &
chiéu khong gian khéc, nén t61 khong gia nhip guild chién binh!”

“C4i...” Manato dinh néi gi d6 nhung khdng thdt nén 1. Sic mit ciu
Ay ra't kho coi. Biéu do6 1a dwong nhién roi.

Vi theo nhirng thong tin Manato nghe dwoee thi chi€n binh va tu si la
nhan t§ thi€t y&u trong to doi.

Nghe néi t& ddi nao cling céan it nhadt mdt chi€n binh - ngwoi s€ anh
diing chién dau voi ké dich & tuyén dau, va mot tu si tri thwong (Healer) -
ngwoi dam nhiém viéc chira tri vét thwong cho dong déi. Vi th&, Manato
chon tré thanh tu si tredee tién, con chién binh sé 1a Haruhiro hodc Ranta.



Ranta da ty dé ¢ minh v&i 1i do ngh€ nay ¢6 vé ngau. Chi vi ty Ranta néi
mudn lam va s€ lam nén k&t qua 1a Haruhiro quyét dinh gia nhap guild dao
tac.

“Hé?” Ranta van nhon nhon. Céu ta ¢4 thdi dd nhw th€ dang ty hoi
may dira kia tai sao lai treng ra bd mat ki quac thé&”. “Sao vay? Moi nguoi
phai td ra ngac nhién hon ch¢. Chuyén nay cwc ki ba't ngor ddng khéng?”

“... Ngac nhién théi chwa da,” Haruhiro ding ngén tay day day théi
dwong, “ma la qua bang hoang khdng con gi d€' néi. Tai sao may lai ty y gia
nhip guild khéc...?”

“Thi b&i cam giac cda tao. Tryc gidc do, tryc gidc. Si€u tryc gidc. Giac
quan tht sau. Vi than bén trong tao di thi thAm v&i tao rang dirng c6 lam
chién binh, khong phai nhw vy, ngroi 1a mét ngwoi dan 6ng vi dai hon
the”.”

“Vay,” Manato ¢6 vé da 18y lai dwoe sy binh tinh so v&i ban nay. Du
vay, khudn mit cu &y van cing do, “Ranta da gia nhap guild nao?”

“Xem day!” Ranta 16i ra mot cdi vong cO trong giong dau lau, hodc
thye sy lam tw dau 1au. Sau d6, ciu ta chi vao viing nguc cia bo gidp. Trén
do cung c6 mdt dau nung hinh dau lau. “Vinh danh vi than béng t61
Skullhell, ké cai quan cai chét! Toi da tré thanh mot dread knight!”

Yume dat ngén tré vao mdi dwdi. “Trendy light?”

“Khong phai!” Ranta hét ving cd nwdc miéng. “Dread knight! La hic
4m ki si! T cdi tén da tha’y ngdu roi phai khong? Ping cAp hon han cdi
tén chi€n binh ding khong?”

“. Chéng 1€,” Shihoru rut ré 1én ti€ng, “... chi v&i 1i do nhw th€, vi
ngau, ma cau tré thanh h&c 4m ki si a...7”

“‘Chi’ 1a th€ nao...” Ranta thé dai day khoa treong. “C6 1f do nao quan
trong hon ngu khong? Lam gi ¢6 diing khong? Nghi thé nao thi vin khong
cO con gi?”’

Haruhiro nghi c6 1€ nén dap cho tén nay mot phat. Nhung céu khong
danh dau. Panh cting chaamg c6 tdc dung gi. Moi viéc dd muodn roi. «... Hic
am ki si 1a nghé duy nha't mot khi da lam thi khong the tr bd dwoe. Néu
dinh roii khoi guild sé bi truy duoi thi phai.”

“U, ki€u th&. Vi c6 luat 1a ‘ngroi khong dwge phép hai long cho dén
khi Skullhell mang ngwoi di’. May hi€u y nghia ctia né khong? ‘Skullhell



mang nguoi di’ néi chung la chi céi chét day.”

“Héc 4m ki si thi 1am duwoc gi?”

“Cé6 th€ kéu goi 4c linhl3.” Ranta siét chit nim dAm... roi ha xudng.
“Hién tai thi khdong dwoee. Ban ngay, khi siecc manh ciia Than 4nh sdng
Lumiaris qua manh thi tao van chwa 1am dwoc.”

“Vay la chi dung dwoc vao budi tdi a...”

“La hién tai thoi! Bing cdch tich lily nhiéu Vice [Ac dirc], sitc manh
cta 4ac linh sé tang 1€n.”

“Th€ con 4c linh 2y thi lam dwoc gi?”

“Thi tham béo cho t6i bi€t c6 ké dich & gan hay khong! Ngoai ra, thinh
thoang ching ciing lam ma’y tro dua ki€u ac linh ntra!”

“Ho...”

“Ho cdi gi! Hac 4m ki si! Dread knight! Qud hop v&i tdi con gi!”

“Pung vdy.” Manato cwoi nita miéng va gt dau. “Ra‘t hop vdi ciu,
Ranta.”

“Piing khong?” Ranta ra vé hanh dién. Hinh nhw ciu ta khdong tham
tha'u dwoc sy mia mai.

That 1a mot t€n hanh phic. Ban than cdu ta ¢ 1€ thdy th& 1a on, nhung
v&i nhitng nguwdi xung quanh thi ching &n chidt ndo. Hodc 13, ¢ nhém
Haruhiro 1a mot 14 ngdc nén mdi trong cdy vao Ranta. C6 1€ 1a vay.

Haruhiro chung vai xudng. “... bung khong, cdi dau may &aYy...”
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6. GChien binh bo khuyét

ade’i, da thanh ra th€ nay thi cling danh chju. Tuy khong phai chwa tinh
dén phwong phdp d€ Haruhiro roi khdi guild dao tic roi gia nhip lai vao
guild chi&n binh, nhwng vé mit thye t& thi ba't kha thi. Khong thé bit moi
nguwoi cho thém bdy ngay nira, va lai... bon ciu khong ¢ tién.

Khi tr& thanh linh tinh nguyén tip sw, bon cdu nhian dwgc muwoi silver.
Nhwng da phai dung tam silver trong d6 d€ gia nhap guild nén s6 ti€n mot
tap sw co thé'tuy y st dung cudi cung chi con hai silver.

Néi ring tily y chi thire cha't 12 tiéu ton vao chi phi sinh hoat hang ngay
sau khi k&t thiic bay ngay huin luyén nguwoi méi khép kin dwore cho én cho
ngl. N€u khong doi héi cao lwong mi vi thi tién d&n mot ngay cé the xoay
x& v&i khodng mwoi copper, nhung néu khong mudn ngd ngoai troi thi
phai tim chd tro. Tuy bon ciu chwa tim hi€u ki lwong vé gid ca chd tro,
nhung ¢6 vé thué mot phong mot ngay binh thwong s€ ton khodng bon
muoi dé€n nam mwol copper.

N6i cdch khdc, di c6 ngd ngoai troi d€ tiét kiém thi mot ngdy van mat
muoi copper. Hai silver 1a hai tram copper nén bon ciu chi dn uéng de sén
duoc nhiéu nha't 1a hai mwoi ngay.

Bon Haruhiro phai ki€m tién. Trwedc khi bd ra hai mwoi silver mua huy
hiéu doan linh ttr chd Brichan d€ tré thanh linh tinh nguyén chinh thirc, bon
cdu phai nghi lam sao d€ song sét truedoc da.

Lam thé nao d€ ki€m dworc tién?

Phai lam viéc.

P¢ thye hién cong viéc cda linh tinh nguyén, mac du chi la tap sw, nhém
Haruhiro r&i khdi Alterna tir ctra Bic. Ngay khi ra khéi thanh phd’, bon ciu
thdy mdt anh chang to 1on mac gidp xich trdng ban thiu dang ng'6i & bui
rdm ven duong.

“... Moguzou?”



Nghe Haruhiro c' ti€ng goi, anh chang cao 1&n tir tir quay lai, tron mét
va chdp chop lién hdi. MOm ciu ta map may nhe mudn néi gi d6 nhung
khong thanh ti€ng. Haruhiro va Manato nhin nhau.

“Ua?” Yume nhin chéch 1én biu tréi véi nhitng ddm miy mém x&p
nhw bong. “Ré rang Moguzou da bi Kuzuyama dwa di r'oi ma nhi.”

“... Khong phai Kuzuyama ma la Kuzuoka.” Haruhiro nhé giong dinh
chinh r'6i budc vé phia Moguzou. “Sao vdy, Moguzou? Ciu lam gi & day
thé”? Ma ciu c6 mdt minh thoi a?”

Hai hang 16ng may triu xudng, Moguzou chim chap gat dau.

“Hiéu r'oi.” Chic Ranta dinh bing tay, nhuwng khong phét duorc ra tiéng.
“Ong bj Kuzuoka bd roi chit gi? Chéc hin ta cho éng vio t& doi roi méi
no6i 6ng u li chdm chap chaamg dwoee tich sy gi nén khong can nwra, ding
khong?”

“Ranta...” Haruhiro djnh nhic nhé nhuwng lai thoi. V&i Ranta thi néi gi
cling chaalng an thua.

“... Ttén,” Moguzou cti dau, “... bi bon ho 128y hé€t r'oi. Ho bdo da chi
cho t& rd't nhiéu nén phai dwa tién cho ho...”

“Ac qud...” Shihoru thi thdm.

“Tha’y khong? Tdi di néi s& thanh th& nay ma.” Ranta dic y khit miii.
“Chinh vi vay nén lic d6 t6i da ngin 6ng. Tén hin 1a Kuzuoka ma. Hin 1am
cai gi cling déu 12 rac rudil*! tudt.”

“Loi n6i va hanh dong ctia may ciing kha 1a rac rudi day...”

“L&m mom qué, Haruhiro! Tao c6 chd nao rac rudi chit! May dwa vi du
cu thé€ xem nao!”

“Proc ch? A, d€ xem nao, dau tién 13...”

“Dwng lai! Ma may ghi nhé hét ting di€m rac rwdi ciia ngwoi khac
trong dau da’y a? Rac rwedi! That 1a mot hanh vi rac rwedi! May chan chinh
la &6 rac rudi!”

“Udy, minh bi mot tén rac rwedi goi la rac rwedi, tut hét ca cam xdc...”

“Moguzou,” Manato ng 61 xudng, dit tay lén vai Moguzou, “ciu da gia
nhap guild chi€n binh dung khong?”

Nhin lai thi thd'y Moguzou khong chi mdc bd gidp xich ma con mang
mot doi ging tay va mdt do6i ing bang da, deo chéo trén lwng mot thanh cur



kiem!°! dang tra trong vd. Du ti't ca hin déu la @6 ci nhwng dang vé ay
khé ma thudc ngh€ nao khac ngoai chi€n binh. Ching trong ra't hop voi
ciu, nha't 1a khi di cung than hinh to 1on &Y.

“Co ban thi...” Moguzou li€c nhin Manato, “t¢ da 1a chi€n binh r6i.”

“A, vay 2?” Haruhiro v3 tay. “Nho mot tén rac rwdi ndo diy ma hién
gio t0 doi chia bon to dang khong ¢6 chién binh...”

“‘Nho mét tén rac rwdi’ 1a dang néi d&€n may ding khong, Haruhiro?”

Haruhiro tang 1o Ranta va nhin sang phia Shihoru va Yume. “Hai cau
tha’y sao?”

“A...” Shihoru gt dau d6ng tinh,  t& nghi 1a dwoc day.”

“Chuyén gi co'?” Yume c6 vé van chua hiéu.

“Thi chung ta dang khong c6 chi€n binh ding khong? Con Moguzou thi
lai 1a chi€n binh, néi sao nhi, ty do? Tuy cach néi ‘that ding lic’ nghe cling
hoi ki ki, nhueng té nghi day 1a chuyén t6t.”

Yume 0 1é€n vé dong tinh r'6i ngd sang Moguzou. “Moguzou, ciu cé gia
nhap td ddi ctia bon Yume khong?”

“... T¢ gia nhap dwoc a?”

“Té mudn ciu gia nhap,” Manato mim cwoi voi Moguzou, “td't nhién la
n€u cau dong y.”

Haruhiro li€c nhin sang Ranta. Néu c6 ké nao phan nan thi s€ 1a tén nay.
Nhung khong ngo’, Ranta lai choang tay qua ¢6 Moguzou tt phia sau giong
nhw dang dua gion. “Ciing ch:fmg con cach nao. To61 s€ quan tam dén Ong
con Ong thi 1am khién cho t6i nhé, Moguzou! V&i tinh than s&n sang hi sinh
nhé!”

“. A, thirala the”

“Gi th€’, Haruhiro? Tao khong h€ néi gi ki cuc ¢a? Nhiém vu cda chié€n
binh 1a anh diing chién ddu v&i ké dich & tuyén ddu ding khong? Thé” thi
chiing phai 1a ngudi ding dAu tién himg chiu dwdng tén mii kiém cia ké
dijch 2? Nhét minh trong maYy loai 40 gidp kim loai citng ngéc, sitc phong
thd cao nhw gidp xich cling vi muc dich d6 théi.”

“Ranta ndéi ding da’y.” Manato nghi€m tic nhin Moguzou. “Khong phai
t& mudn doa ciu, nhung t& nghi chién binh chic hin s& chiu nhiéu khé
khin hon bat cit ai. Nhwng moi ngwdi s& hd tro' ciu hét sire, ching may c6



gi xay ra thi t& s€ dung Ma phdp anh sang chtra tri ngay 14p tiec, nén ciu cr
yén tam.”

“U, rm... t& s& ¢ gdng. Nhung ma...” Moguzou xoa bung, “tién...”

“Té s& cho cau muwon lwong can thiét. Chic trudc mét s& xoay x&
dwore. Khi ki€m dwore tién roi thi ¢ 1€ moi thir sé to't 1én, chflng can phai lo
léng nira.”

“Nhung t6i néi tredc nhé!” Ranta vira ngoac miéng cwoi dén tdn mang
tai vira vo dau Moguzou. “T6i khdong cho 6ng mwon mot dong nao dau. Toi
la ngwoi theo chil nghia tién da mwon la khdng c6 tra nén cling khéng cho
muon!”

“That 1a,” Haruhiro danh bé tay, “may ding la mot tén t06i té troi
sinh...”

Ranta vwra tic lwdi vira vung vay ngén trd. “Haruhiro.”

“Gi nwa?”

“May thir nhan am v&i am di. SE€ thanh dwong didng khéng?”

“Vay thi sao?”

“D6 chinh la tao!”

“Ching hi€u may dang néi gi...”

“P6 ngd~c. Tao khong chon chién binh ma trd thanh hic 4m ki si diing
khong? Th& ro6i chién binh Moguzou lai gia nhap td ddi con gi? Hoan hao
ding khong? Moi th déu nho cong ctia tao nhi?”

“Ghen ti qua di.” Manato cwoi. “Cai cach ma cdu luon nghi dwore moi
viéc theo chiéu hwdng tdt ay. Td ¢6 mudn cling khong lam dwgc. Mot loai
tai nang da’y.”

“Puing khong!? Ping 1a Manato! Toi da thdy dng ¢6 tri€n vong ma. So
voi Ong thi cdi tén rac rwdi Haruhiro kia...”

“Sao cling dworc...” Cau mudn ndi lai, nhwng chi thd'y mét mai thoi.
Haruhiro gio tay vé phia Moguzou. “D1 nao, Moguzou! Di ki€m tién thoi!”

“...U...trm” Moguzou nim 14’y tay Haruhiro.

Haruhiro kéu “Hay...!”, dinh kéo Moguzou ding diy, nhung ciu ay
khong nhiic nhich ti nao. “... E, Moguzou, néu cau khong tw ding 1én, thi

strc t& khong du...”
Moguzou vira néi “O, x... xin 16i” vira tw te dirng day.



Cau thoang c6 suy nghi moi chuyén li€u c6 6n khong day.
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hiaRam Alterna sung sttng mot day ndi cao, hi€m tré c6 tén 1a diy nui
Tenryuu. Viing da't goi 1a Grimgar bj chia cit béi ddy ndi Tenryuu, phia
Nam bén kia goi 12 Ban dja, phia Bic bén nay goi 1 Bién canh.

Chinh xdc thi chi c6 con ngudi goi ddy 12 Bién canh. N6i thém ring
qudc gia s¢ htru ving Ban dia, Alterna va cac vung lan can quanh d6 dwoc
goi 12 Vwong qudc Arabakia. N6 14’y phia Bic ddy Tenryuu 1am bién gidi.

Ngoai ra, cho d&n mot tram ndm muoi ndm trede, ving nay con chwa
phai 1a Bién canh. Diéu &y nghia 1a, thoi d6 cé rd't nhiéu da't nwdce cla
nhan loai. Tuy vAn ¢6 cdc ching tdc khdc ngoai con ngwdi nhung nhan loai
ludn chi€m wu the'.

Nhung tir khi No-Life King [Vua B4t t] - k& nim gir sitc manh ma
thuat dang s¢ - xua't hién, moi chuyén hoan toan thay doi.

Vua BAa't ti khong chi sinh ra, 1anh dao ching loai m&i goi 1a tdc bat ti
va m& rong thé lyc. Ngoai binh lyc va ma lyc, dwong nhw hén con ra't xua't
ching vé mat chinh tri, phong veong cho nhtrng nhan vat chi chdt cua cac
chiing toc va thanh 14p Lién minh céc vi vua. Sau d6, khai chi€n v&i nhin
loai. Nhan loai tha't bai nhanh chéng va phai lya chon gitra di€t vong hoac
lui vé phia Nam day nui Tenryuu.

Sau d6, Vua Ba't tit dwgrc cac vi vua khac suy ton 1€n ngdi hoang d& va
thanh 14p nén D& quéc Bat tk. Du hoi khé hieéu nhwng Vua BAat tw, vi
hoang d& dang I€ phai bat t&, khong hi€u sao lai bang ha mdt tram nam
trere. Cho dén trede ldc d6, con ngwdi hau nhw khéng c6 chd dirng tai
vung Bién canh nay.

Mat di tht sirc manh tdp hop to 1on goi 1a hoang d¢, b€ qudc Bat ti
tan rd. Nhan luc d6, Veong qudc Arabakia cho xay dung thanh luy do thi
Alterna va né ton tai d€n nay... Ta't nhién, td't cd nhung diéu nay déu do
Manato tim hi€u dworc.



Khu vic xung quanh Alterna, & mat phia Nam hwdng vé day Tenryuu
rai rac nhirng khu trong trot, chan nudi cung vai ngoéi lang, con mét phia
Béc 1a ¢6ng cd va ring ram.

“Nay nhé...” Tho san Yume vira cham vao ¢6 dai vira gidi thich da thi.
“Co6 nai voi cdo nay. Pang 1a muia xuén nén thinh thodng s€ tha'y gd'u ntra.
Con ¢6 loai sinh vat goi la chimo, tron tron, 16ng xu xu, c6 hai mét bé ti,
dudi nhd nhwng dai thwot, con tai voi tay chan thi bé xiu, nhdy tung twng
khi di chuyén, 1a mdt con m6i kha ngon d6. Ngoai ra nhé, con cé chudt
hang, bon nay la loai chu6t to ngang meo, 16ng cuc ki ctrng lai con rat chi
l1a hung dw.”

“0...” Ranta gio tay 1én ngang tran, nhin ngé déo déc. “Téi chealng thay
c6 gi quanh day ca.”

Yume rén khe khé mot ti€ng ro1 nhan mat. “Khi ra ngoai luyén tip co
ban v&i su phu & guild, Yume bt gip ching & khip noi, sau dé sw phu
diing cung t&n bin viu mdt cdi d& xtt dep con m'6i.”

“Qua nhién 1a,” Manato chi vé phia rirng ciy bén phai, “thwong hay c6
thir gi d6 1an trdn & nhitng chd moc nhiéu ciy, ding khong?”

“A...” Haruhiro gat ®4u. “C6 1& th&. N&u coi ban than 1a loai thd ma suy
nghi, & nhitng noi ddng khong mong quanh, khong c6 chd d€ an minh nhw
cay c061 hay bui cé cao thi sé tha'y rat bat an.”

Ranta bat cwoi. “Hoa ra ching s¢ tao a...?”

“Vay 13, khong c6 con mo6i déu do 16i ciia may hét, Ranta.”

“Im di, Haruhiro! Phai néi 1a nho’ cong cda tao chir! N6i da’y 1a cong lao
cua tao di, nghi€m trang vao!”

“May on qud. To mOm nhw thé thi k€ cd ¢ con mo6i chiing cling chay
ma't thoi.”

“La cong lao cua ta!”

“Chdn tén nay 14m r'6i... Khong giao tiép ndi.”

“Nay...” Shihoru lidc nio ciing im thin thit, hi€m 1dm md&i thay cd6 mé
miéng. “Bon minh s€ gi€"... x& nhirng con vat a?”

Ca bon nhat loat dirng bwdrc.

N6i m&i nhé, cdng viée cua linh tinh nguyén la ti€u diét quai vat hoac
cac ching toc doi dich chir khong phai san thi 187y thirc an hay @6 d€ ban.



“Yume nhé...” Yume nhan mat, néi mot cach khé khan, “cling dwoc sw
phu day cho céch bi€t on khi nhén 18y sinh mé&nh cta cac loai dong vat.
Nhwng Yume yéu dong vat nén thyc ra khong mudn lam may vi€c nhw git
hai ching dau. Ching vira dé thwong, vira ddang thwrong ma.”

Ranta cwoi khay mdét cdi. “Khong phai ldc n6i ma’y diéu kho dai nhw
theé” dau. May ba la ti€u thw & dau ra vay? Moi sinh vat déu s€ chét di va tr&
V€ v&i vong tay cua thin Skullhell. C6 nhirng th phai bi gi€t d€ ching ta
dwoc song. Préu do chfmg c6 gikilacad”

“Né&u vay thi,” Yume dot nhién giwong cung, 1dp tén roi chia thealng dau
mii tén v€ phia Ranta, “d€ bon Yume dwgrc song thi gi€t Ranta cling dwoc
dung khong?”

“Pr...” Ranta nhay dgng lén, “dwng, dung cd, dirng c6 ma néi may
diéu ngu ngdc nhw th€’, con nhd nguc 1€p kia! C... c6 gi€t tdi cling dau co
tac dung gi ding khong!? Bung khong!? That sy khong c6 tac dung gi dau!
That da’y! Dw... dung lai gium di!?”

“It nhat thi Yume s& thd’y d& chju. Yume vira bi goi 1a nguwc 1ép d6
thoi!”

“Ch... chi... chinh ba da ty n61 minh 1€p con gi!?”

“Cho du Yume ¢6 ty néi di ntra thi Yume cling khong thich ngwoi khac
n6i minh nhw the”. Pac biét 1a con trai. N6 khi€n Yume bi ton thwong.”

“X... xin, xin 15i! Cho t6i xin 16i! Cho t6i xin 16i ma! Ba néi ding roi!”
Ranta nhdy 1én roi tiép dat bang tw the quy lay. “Nay! Téi sai roi, tha 13i
cho t6i di. Xin ba ddy! Yume khong nhd chit nao. Si€u to, si€u khing, d€n
murc ki quan luén r'oi!”

“May ding la...” Haruhiro nhin xuéng Ranta voi vé khinh thwong,
“hoan toan chéng hdi cai gi cd.”

“T... tao ¢6 ma! Chd nao!? Tao khong hdi cai chd nao? Chirng ctr dau?”

Yume thé dai, cdt tén vao bao roi ha cung xudng. “... Ban tén cua
Yume.”

“Phu...” Ranta nhdm day, lam dong tac lau m'6 héi. “Ma, du sao thi két
qua van th& th6i? Tdi nghi k€& ca ba c6 bin thi ciing chflng tring t6i dworc?
Tam thoi 1a thé? BE phong ho thoi? Nay? Yume. Pwng ddng vao con dao
san. D... dung rit n6 ra! Cai d6 khéng dua dwge dau! Bi xién cho mot cai
thi dau 1dm da’y! Ti s& ngdm da’y, ngdm that ludn day!”



“Vé van dé con moi,” Manato thoang n& nu cwoi kho s& va ndi, “co vé
g4n Alterna van c6 nhirng loai ma linh tinh nguyén tap sw c6 th€ xi¢ Ii dwoc
nhw bon mud goblin hay ghoul. T& chi nghe ngwoi ta ndi vy, chir ciing
khong biét r5.”

“Goblin, ghoul...” Haruhiro nghiéng dau. Cau c6 cam giac da ting nghe
tha’y roi. Co 1€ do ciu twdng twgng ra, nhwng cdu nghi bon nay déu la sinh
vat ¢6 hinh dang giong nguoi.

“... Vay thi,” Shihoru néi v&i thai do c6 th€ coi 1a manh mé so voi cd &y
moi khi, “sao chiing ta khong tap trung sian bon mud populi voi koul d6?”

Khi Haruhiro ttr t6n sia 16i “Mud goblin v&i ghoul ma...”, Shihoru d4
bwrng mat va co rim nguoi lai.

“0O, ciing dwoc day.” Ranta dong § bira. Yume ¢4 vé vui mirng néi:
“Lam nhw thé tot hon nhiéu”. Moguzou ciing git dau lip bip: “U, v”.

“Vay trudc tién chdng ta vao roeng da.”

V&i tu s Manato din d4u, ca bon Haruhiro hwéng vé khu rirng g4n dé.

Khu rirng nay nghiém chinh 1a ra't giéng rirng. Nhitng ciy 1a rOng ma
bon cdu khong bi€t tén cung céc bui cd thaip moc um tum, chgng nhin thdy
ca nhirng con duwong cia mudng thi. Mat da't cirng khdng nhiéu, thwong
mém mot cach ki la, hodc hoi nhdo. Bi bd twong doi vat va, vi khong cé
chd dit chan da ving vang.

Cau nghe thiy ti€ng chim hét. Mdi khi gié thdi, ti€ng 14 xdo xac lai
truy€n dén.

“Muddy pudding v&i guru,” Yume lam bam, “cé 1€ thwong xud't hién &
gan ngudn nwde ching.”

“La mud goblin va ghoul.” P& hoan thanh viéc tam coi la nghia vu cta
minh, Haruhiro dinh chinh. “Ngu6n nwdc 2? Nhung 1a chd nao nhi? DAm
T4y, sudi hay nhanh sdng nhd?”

“Minh thir tim xem.” Manato hoan toan git vai tro chi huy roi, nhwng
vi noi day 1a reng rdm nén cdu cam tha’y thyc ra Yume nén lam méi phai.
Ma théi ciing dwore. C6 dwore khdng nhi? Chdéc la dworc.

Nhwng bon cdu mai khdng tim thd'y ngudn nwoc. Ho cling chealng gap
loai sinh vat nao ngoai It con trung. Chim van hét, nhwng khong hi€u
ching tr6n & dau.



Ranta phd treong nudt nwdc bot danh we mot cai. “... Trong thé nay, ¢
khi nao noi day 1a khu rieng chét khong...”

“Chéc chén 12 16i ctia Ranta.” Yume ph'ong m4, lwrd'm Ranta. C6 vé sau
vu bi néi la nguc 1ép, cd &y da hoan toan ghét Ranta. “Moi nguwoi khong
nghi la do Ranta 6n ao qua nén mad’y con vat chay hét roi a?”

“T61 dang gite im 1dng ma! Toi chflng noi gi degre mot luc ron day!?”

“Chi can Ranta & d6 thi sy ton tai &y da dd '6n ao r'o6i.”

“N6i nang hay nhi! Con ba c6 dieng @6 thi nguc ciing da 1ép r'6i!”
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“A, t0i sai r'oi. Vira roi 1a tai t6i. Chi 1a téi 10 m0m ndi ra sy that khong
t0 ve& gi thoi. Pau qua!” Ranta dot nhi€n nhay dyng 1én. “Nay!? Cai, cdi gi
vay!? 0, 6i!”

“Ua?” Haruhiro chép mét. Chan Ranta hét nang 1én lai ha xudng trong
nhwr dang nhdy muta. Dwdi chan céu ta ¢ th gi d6, né dang bam va cao
vao chin Ranta. Kich thudc cia né ¢ con méo, toan than phd 16ng nhon
nhu kim.

“Chudt hang.” Yume néi vy roi nhin quanh. “Chudt hang chic chén s&
tdn cong con moi theo bay, nén quanh diy c6 1& van con nhing con khac.”

Shihoru la 1én that thanh, quang nguwoi vE phia Moguzou Khong,
khong phai ¢6 &y cht y 1am vAdy ma hinh nhw bi va vao ngwoi Moguzou khi
mudn tranh mét thir gi do.

“Chiing daYy...!” Manato vung cay doan treong cua minh. “Hy! Ching
nhanh qua!”

“Ma nay!” Ranta van vira nhdy vtra 10 lai phia sau. “M... moi nguwoi
ctru t6i voi! Cilru t6i phai la wu tién hang dau chie! Ai d6! C... ctru t6i voi!”

“Chién dau di, hic 4m ki si!” Haruhiro rit dao gim. Nhung 1ii chudt
hang ma ciu con chealng bi€t c6 bao nhiéu con dang chay vong vong ra't
nhanh trén mat dat. Sat chiéu khi danh nhau nguoi ta day cau & guild dao
tac 1a ki thuét chién da'u gia dinh cho treong h0’p danh v&i con ngwoi hodc
nhu’ng chung téc ¢6 véc dang twong tw con nguoi. Vi vy, ndi thue 1a ciu
chang biét minh nén 1am gi. Tredc mit, ciu thitr vung dao nham vao lu
chudt hang, nhung ding nhw dy doan, mii dao cua ciu con chang swot
dwoe qua ngwoi ching. “Li dong vat nay nhanh qua...!”



“Hay a!” Moguzou gio’ cao thanh cir ki€m bang ca hai tay. Bén d6 la
Ranta. “Oi!” Ranta vira kéu vira nhdy tranh sang bén canh. Thanh cy ki€m
ctia Moguzou no tung & vi tri Ranta vira dirng. Khong, 1a mat da't. Thanh cuy
ki€m dap xuéng nén da't, lam dat vang t& tung. Nhung, chi c6 thé’.

“Mo... Moguzou! Ong dinh giét tdi d&’y a!” Ranta cudi ciing ciing rit
dwore thanh treomng ki€m ra. Nhwng ciing chi rit ra ma thoi, c4u ta van tiép
tuc chay vong quanh tranh 1t chudt hang nhw cii. “Chét ti€t! Chet tiét, chét
tiet! Xém bij dong doi gi€t, lai con bi 10 nay bam theo, dung 1a khong t6t
chit nao...!”

Dao gam khong c6 tac dung roi. Haruhiro dinh da 1t chudt hang nhung
ching nhanh chéng tranh dworc. “Moguzou vira dinh cru may day! Cam on
cau Yy di!”

“Ctru ldc ndo ma ciru!” Ranta ddm 18y da va dat khoat chém thanh
treong kie€m xudng. “Hay a! Hatred [Nhat chém thi han]! O nay! Pau
phdp hic 4m cia t6i khong ddnh triing dwoc bon chiing...!?”

“Pirng ding ki ning mdt cdch vo ich!” Haruhiro nhim vio mot con
chudt hang. Cau dudi theo nd, nhwng khong dwoc. N6 trdn ra sau mot cai
cay. “A, thatla...!”

“Malik Em Parque.” Shihoru vira dung ddu gy vé€ cac vin ty nguyén t&
vtra niém than chd. La phép Magic Missile [Quang dan ma phap]. Tw dau
gdy bin ra vién dan 4nh sing to c& ndm tay... va triing vao sau dau Ranta vi
mot 1i do nao do.

“O’i'r)”
“04i!?” Shihoru mé& mét. Cé 1& cau Ay da nhdm mét khi bdn vién dan
anh sang. Chinh vi vy ma né m&i bay nhdm hwdng. “... T... t& xin... xin

16i!”

“T6i sé giét ba! Ma khong, cho t6i so di...!” Ranta vira xoa viing sau
dau vwa dinh tdn c6ng Shihoru. Ngay lap tirc, Manato dung cdy doan
treong ngdng chan Ranta. Ranta nga 16n nhao. “Oi, 4177

“Cau lam gi vay?” Manato vira méng Ranta vira ddnh 1d chuot hang. It
nhat trong mat Haruhiro, ciu Ay st dung cdy doan treong rat thanh thao,
nhung k& ca vay, van khong the tém dwoc 1i chudt hang.

“Chi mdt chiit, chi can mdt chit théi...” Yume cling dang vung loan xa
con dao sdn. Co6 1€ vi the’ ma lu chudt hang khong dén géan cd 2. “Su phu



da néi, voi dong vat, nhin chung chi can giy ra mot it thwong ton 1a ching
s€ bd chay ngay. Nén moi nguwoi cd 1én!”

“Hay!” Moguzou chém thanh cy ki€m vao mot than cly. La ciy va con
triing rao rao roi xudng. Thay trén ngwoi minh toan 14 cy voi con tring,
Moguzou rid 1&€n hodang hot.

“Clr th& nay thi...!” Haruhiro quy€t dinh ha mot bén dau gbi quy trén
mat da't va cdi thap nguoi. Cau ba't ddng cho 1t chudt hang chir khong bd
chay. No dang toi. Tw phia chinh dién. Mgt con chudt hang. Haruhiro gio
tay trai ra phia truéc. Pén day. Cdn tao di. Pén cdn tao thir xem. Té thdt.
Du né chi to ¢co con meo nhwng cyce ki dang s, lai con nhanh ntra. Nhwng
ciu phai cd kiém ché& ndi sor. Va khi cu dang kiém ché’... mot con dau
bud't chay doc bép chan phai ctia cau. “Oi 4 4...!7”

Mot con chudt hang khic di dot kich tir phia sau va cén vao bap chan
phai ctia Haruhiro. Khi c4u tinh hit né di, con chudt hang ding truede 1ién
cin ngay vao tay trdi cu. “A 44...]”

“Haruhiro...!” Manato v0i chay t&i, cdy doan treong vung xuéng mot
duong sic bén. “Pung cir dong...!”

Mot tiéng rit vang 1&n, bap chan phdi va tay trai clia cau dot nhién dé
chiu hén.

Lii chuot hang bét dau bd chay, v&i tdc dd cuc nhanh. K& ca con chudt
hang vira dinh mdt don twr cdy doan triegrng cua Manato ciing da chay mat
trong nhdy mét, chang tha’y tim hoi dau nira.

“Cau khong sao chi, Haruhiro?” Manato quy xulng phia trwdc
Haruhiro va ki€m tra tinh trang vé€t thwong cua cau.

“A, tr, khong sao...” V&t thwong ciing khong ning 1dm. N&u xin tay do
va dng quian 1én thi thAy chd bj chudt hang cin con lai may 16 nhd, c6 18 1a
dau rang. C6 chdy mau mot teo. Vét thiwong co nay thi w, hoi dau chiit xiu
thoi.

“D¢€ t& chira cho.” Manato cham ndm ngén tay phai 1én tran, 4n ngén
gitra vao vi tri gitra hai 16ng may va lam hién ra mot hinh sao sdu céanh.
“H&1i anh sang, voi s bao vé clia than Lumiaris... Cure [Chira tri]!”

Anh sdng phdt ra tir 1ong ban tay Manato. Anh sdng 4m &p bao phu vét
throng ctia Haruhiro trong chdp méit. Mat ba gidy cho vét thwong & bip



chan phai, va ciing khoang ba gidy cho v€t thwong & tay trai la viéc chira tri
dworc hoan ta't.

“Tuyét that...” Haruhiro so' vao noi vira ndy van con vét thueong. Ngoai
mau ra thi khong con dau vét gi ca, cau ciing chfmg thd'y dau hay ngura.
“Cadm on ciu, Manato. Cudi cing, van 1a Manato dudi dwoc bon chudt
hang di.”

“La nho ¢6 Haruhiro 1am m'6i nhtr day.”

“Khong, thue ra té dinh nhit bing tay trdi roi tg minh lam gi d6 co...”

“U... Nhung két qua t6't c6 nghia 1a moi thir déu t6't dep hét ma.”

“Vu nay cheamg tot dep chit nao cad!” Ranta ng6i bét xudng dat, chan
khua khodng nhw mot dira tré nhdng nhéo. “T6t & chd nao chit! Ty dung bi
may thir ki qudi tdn cong, lai con chi dudi dwoe chiing di ma khong ki€m
dworc xu nao. Ma tdi cling dang bi thwong day nay. Pau qud! Mau chwra cho
toi di!”

“A., xin 15i.” Manato nhanh chéng di vé phia Ranta.

“Cau ¢6 gi phai xin 10i Ranta chir...” Haruhiro vira 1dm bam vira quan
sat xung quanh. Moguzou khéng dirng day noi, ¢6 the’ do mét sau khi vung
thanh cy ki€m qua da. Shihoru dang 6m 18y mdt gbc cay to nhr mudn gidu
minh di, c6 1€ dang phién long bdi pha ném dan anh sang nham vao dong
ddi. Chi ¢6 mdi minh Yume khoé khodn nhin ngang ngé doc va cudi toe
toét khi giip 4nh méit ctia Haruhiro. Haruhiro chfmg nghi ngoi gi cwoi dap
lai, nhung ciu cling ¢6 cam gidc day khong phai la lic d€ vui cuoi. Hay
ciing chdng dén ndi thé? Biét lam sao day?

“... Ping 1a bon minh chi duoi dwoc ching di nhi.” Haruhiro thé dai.
“L€& nao, rung thyc ra rdt nguy hi€m? VAin con qud som d6i voi ching
ta...?”

“Xong! Song lai r6i!” Ranta bat ddy sau khi dwoe chira tri xong roéi
xoay canh tay vong vong. “DPwgrc roi cac dong chi, ching ta nhanh di ti€p
thoi!”

“...Di... di ti&p?” Moguzou chép mit. “P... di dau?”

“Ong bj ngdc a!? Pi tim mud goblin v&i ghoul chi con di dau ni¥a? Chi
vi bi may con chudt qudi quy khong hi€u t6n tai d€ 1am gi qua’y nhiéu ma
lai n6i ‘Véng, két thic & ddy nhé’ a? Pung c6 dua! Ai ma chiu cr thé nay
rit lui chie!”



“Ping vay...” Manato suy nghi mot ldc r'oi gat dau. “To cling nghi nhw
Ranta. Du rﬁng c6 vé s€ mao hiém, nhwng ma, chudt hang Ia thd an thit
nhi?”

“Chudt hang y,” Yume tra 1o, “c6 1€ 1a loai an tap. Nhwng ching ciling
k&t thanh bdy di sdn nhw vira ndy, thinh thodng tin cong ca con nguoi
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nura.

“U, thye t& thi bon minh ciing bj tAn cdng roi daYy...”

“La loai #n tap 27" Manato cup méit xudng va so' cam. “Néi chung, néu
da c6 loai di san nhw vy sinh s6ng nghia l1a khu rirng nay han phai ¢6 con
m01, ding khong?”

“Pwong nhién con gi.” Ranta khit miii. “Gio’ 6ng m&i nhan ra a,
Manato? T6i da nghi thé twr 1au r'6i. Rang néu da cé loai di sdan nhw vay sinh
sdng nghia 1a khu rirng nay han phai ¢6 con m6i.”

Haruhiro 1i€c xéo Ranta. “... May chi nhic lai y hét nhitng gi Manato

y y he
néi da’y chi.”

“May lam m6om qua da’y, 6 mat 1o’ do'! Tén nhéc bu'dn nga!”

“Liic trrde tao tirng c6 Tan bio may ddi mét tao sinh ra da thé roi chir
khong phai 1a do bu'dn ngd nhi!?”

“Haruhiro,” Manato thAm chi con n& mot nu cwoi, “co’ ban 1a ciu nén
bd ngoai tai ma’y losi Ranta néi.”

“Nélyyyyyyyyy)//y Ranta ctﬁ tay vao Manato. “Pung c6 than nhién néi
nhtrng diéu qué quat nhw vay! Ong chi gid vo’ 1a nguoi tot thdi chw thyce ra
bung da den t&i 1dm ding khong!?”

!,7

“Ai bi€t dworc.” Manato ddp mot cau cho c¢6 roi hit 18y hot. “Vay, néu
khong ai phan d61, bon minh cling ¢ ging thém chiit nita & khu rirng nay
nhé.”

Khong ai ¢ y ki€n gi. Cd nhém Haruhiro quyét dinh vira trong ching
bon chudt hang, vira tim ki€m sau hon trong rirng.

bi loanh quanh trong rieng d€n khi mat troi dieng béng, ¢ bon ciling chi
tim dwoc mdt con nai. Yume da givong cung nhim bén nhung khong tring
va d€ n6 chay mat.

Bon cau vai an thQy bong ma’y con chim.



Ca dam bi bay chudt hang tdn cong thém [an nira nhwng xoay x& danh
lui dwoe bon chung.

Ta't ca chi c6 the,

Trovi t61 thi chfmg c6 gi hay ho nén nhém Haruhiro danh 1€ bwdc chan
nang nhoc ra khoi rirng.

“... Lam sao day?” Ranta 1én ti€ng bang giong thin tho. Piing 1a bay
gior thi khong thé khoé khodn dworc nira roi.

“Con 1am sao nira.” Haruhiro c¢& ging nén lai ti€hg thé dai. Gio ma thé
dai thi s€ c6 cai gi d6 trong cdu tiéu tan. “... Chi con nwdc quay lai Alterna
thoi.”

“Pung la chuyén tham hi€m mét pho cta cac ciu bé lor do.” Yume lam
bam.

Haruhiro 4m thAm phan bac “Ai la cau bé 1o do chir...”, nhung réi cau
nhin ra & day c¢6 d&n bon ciu bé lo do va ciu khong nén ti€ng thd dai
duwoc nwra.

“Nhung, nhuwng ma,” Shihoru sip stra n6i gi d6, nhung lai guc dau vé
nhw da strc cung lyc kiét. “... d... ding la, khong ¢6 gi dau.”

C6 ti€ng bung ai d6 so6i 1én. La Moguzou. “... T¢ d6i r'oi.”

“Lic vé&,” Manato nhin khip cd nhém, “tredc tién bon minh hay ghé
qua cho hay dau d6 #n com di. T ciling biét chd tro ré 1dm. La khu nha tro
cho linh tinh nguyén gan Thi trdn phia Tay. O d6 dwoc tro midn phi n€u c6
huy hiéu ctia doan linh, con tdp sy thi s€ mat tién. Nhuwng gid cling thap
thoi. Néu chi thué mot phong cho nam va mot phong cho ntr thi ca bon sé
ma't hai mwo1 copper.”

Ranta xi mot ti€ng ba't man. “Cr & ngoai troi cling ¢é sao dau? Dén
mot xu dong ma bon minh con chwra ki€m dwoc nwra 1a.”

“Khong, chiing ta nén xem d6 la phwong dn cudi cing.” Manato néi dirt
khodt. “Khu nha tro mic dit phai chung dung nhung vin cé phong tim va
nha vé sinh. C6 sy khac biét 1on gitra viéc c6 hay khong c6 may thir &y,
ddc biét 1a voi cac ban nie.”

Shihoru ndm chit gy, khong néi gi ma chi lién tuc git dau. Yume ciing
1€n ti€ng dong tinh: “Phai d6”.



Tuy Ranta van lau ba lau bau ring “Khdng c6 nha vé sinh hay phong
tdm thi cling c6 chét dau”, nhung cé vé ciu ta s& 1 ngwdi dau tién td ra khé
chiu réi phan nan n€u khong c6 chung.

“T¢ tan thanh y ki€n Manato.” Ngay khi Haruhiro gio’ tay, Shihoru,
Yume r'6i cd Moguzou ciing gio’ tay theo. Ranta tdc lwei nhung khdng phan
doi gi thém nura.

Ngay dau tién lam linh tinh nguyén tap sw theo ding nghia cia ca bon
da lang 1€ két thic vai viée chéng thu hoach dworc gi.



-
8. Ngoan co

um¥g\6i x0m, dya ngwoi vao mot cdi cay to.

Haruhiro c&’ gidu ti€ng budc chan cia minh, ti€n lai gan Yume r'oi choc
va0 vai cd nang. Yume quay lai, ty 14y tay bit chit cdi miéng dang sip hd ra
ciia minh.

“Thé& nao r6i?” Haruhiro nhd giong héi. Yume gt dau, cir dong ca canh
tay va ngon tay. Cé vé c6 &y dang ra dd'u gi d6, nhung Haruhiro hoan toan
khong hi€u y nghia cta nd. Giai nghia bay gio’ thi hoi bi khé nén Haruhiro
danh redn nguoi ra khodi bong cay.

Thay roi.

Pay la budi chiéu ngay thr hai bon ciu chinh thirc tré thanh linh tinh
nguyén tap su.

Van trong khu rimg hom qua, bon Haruhiro cudi ciing ciling tim thay
mot chd giodng nhir mot dong sudi nhd. N6 xud't hién & do.

NG géy nhéng, c6 chiéu cao c& dia tré loai ngwdi. Da né c6 mau vang
nhwng trong nhan nheo va ban thiu nhw bj phd day bun. Téc clia né moc lor
tho' nhw d4m tdo biéh, tai thi nhon hodt. Vi né dang quay lung vé phia nay
nén cau khong nhin thd’y mat. N6 gan nhue khong maéc gi, trén ¢ trong ling
l?ing mot s day.

D6 la mud goblin.

N6 bo trén ti chi, c6 vé dang udng nuwdc sudi. Cu cé th€ nghe thdy
nhtrng am thanh wc ye khoé chiu.

Haruhiro c& ging khong gay ra tié€ng dong, hit sdu roi nhin vé phia sau.
B6n nguwoi, Manato, Ranta, Shihoru, Moguzou 16 mat ra mét chit tw sau
nhitng thin cdy cédch chd ciu khong xa d€ xem xét tinh hinh phia bén nay.
Thay Haruhiro gdt manh dau, nhirng ngwoi khac cling gat dau dap lai.

Cudi cung ca bon ciling tim thdy con moi. Lam th6i. Phai lam. Nha't
dinh phai lam. Nhung ra dd'u th& nao? Bon ciu van chwa thong nhat gi.



Lam sao truyén dat dwoc cho moi ngudi day? Trude mét, Haruhiro thi gior
cao tay phai. Khong dwgc roi. Cang thc“;ng qud. Ma thwc ra, minh dd cang
thc”;ng i ndy roi. Puwoc chiwa? Tién lén. Ding thé. Xir thoi.

Haruhiro vira ha tay phai xu6ng, Ranta da lao 1é€n tredrc nha't, hét am 1.
Haruhiro khong khoi nghi cdu ta ding la t€n ng6c. Cau nhin thdy ding ldc
con mud goblin bi giat minh va quay sang phia cac cau.

“N...n6 bd chay...!?”

“Hay!” Yume bin mdt mili t&n, nhuwng khong tring. Con mud goblin
dinh chay trén sang phia bén phai nhwng miii tén da gam xudng mat dat
ngay phia tredc né. Con mud goblin rit 1én kinh ngac, rd rang la dang hot
hoang.

“Pep 14m, Yume.” Haruhiro rit dao gim ra khdi vd va chay 1én. Gi
day? Minh lgi thanh ngwo'i tién phong a? Chc“;ng ra ddng dao tdc gi cd,
nhwng ciing danh chiu. Minh khong muoén dé’no chay mat.

Mud goblin. Mud gob. N6 c6 d6i mét tron. Nhung né xau kinh dj.
Khudn mit gidng nhuw ba 130 chwa tirng tim rira k& tir khi sinh ra. Ring den
kit, con ludi thi tim ngit. N6 ch:flng mac gi ngoai s¢i day deo trén co. Noi
chung la tran tru'6ng. Moi th ¢t 10 16 ra.

Con mud goblin hét 1&€n the thé khi nhin thay Haruhiro. Khong hi€u sao
n6 lai hwdng vé bén nay. Thdt a? Dinh ddu voi bon tao sao. May khong
biét nhi? Bon tao c6 sdu ngwoi day. Tay. La tay. Nhdm vao ¢é tay. Haruhiro
nhdm vao c¢d tay trdi ctia con mud goblin chém t&i. “Slap [Pap tay]...!”

Con mud goblin rit 1€n, nhdy chéo vé phia sau va tut xuéng sudi. Minh
ddnh trieot? Khong, cé tay trdi con mud goblin da cé mot vét cdt nhe, mdu
den dnh sdc dé dang chdy ra tw dé. C6 vé n6 da bj rdch da. Nhung miéng
vét thwong kha nong. Con mud goblin nhdy 1&n tir dudi sudi, 1am nude bin
tung tée, hung ho lao vé phia Haruhiro. N6 lao dén? No lao dén day? Pua
a? Durng cé dén day, do ngu. “U!”

Haruhiro ngay 14p tirc d6 nguwoi sang trdi, suyt soat tranh dwgc pha dot
kich ctia con mud goblin.

“Hatred [Nhat chém thu han]...!” Ranta hung hd xen vao, vung thanh
treong ki€m chém xudng nhwng nhin thé nao cling tha'y that au ta. Va tat
nhién 12 c4u ta chém vao khoang khong. “Cai gi!? U 6...”



Con mud goblin ru 1én, tung ngwoi da bay Ranta. N6 dinh de 1én Ranta
vira ngd dap mong. T4t ca chi dién ra trong tic tic. Manato vung ciy doan
treong, gidng mot don vao vai con mud goblin. N6 kéu 1én mdt ti€ng dau
don roi nhay tung tung ra xa.

“Ma... Malik E...” Shihoru vira diing gdy vé€ cdc van ty nguyén td vua
dinh niém than chd thi Ranta hét 1én gian d&r: “Ba lai nhim mét nira a!”.
Shihoru co rim ngwai lai. “... T... t& xin 16i!”

“Moguzou! Tan cong con mud goblin twr chinh dién!” Manato tich cyc
tung ra nhirng chi thi. “Nhirng ngwoi khac bao vay né lai! Pung d€ né chay
thoat!”

“Um!” Moguzou rim rdp chay lai, thic phdn mii thanh cy ki€m veé
phia con goblin. Ranta vira 1am bam “Ciing, cling danh chju th6i” hay gi dé
vira dirng day ro6i di chuyén sang phia bén phai con mud goblin. Manato
dang & bén tri. Haruhiro ciing Yume d riit sdn con dao sin chiin phia sau.
Shihoru mé to mét, ding tir xa huwdng dau gy vé phia con mud goblin.

Con mud goblin nhin quanh, hét budc 1€n tredre roéi lai lui vE sau, hét
sang trdi lai sang phai, cat ti€ng kéu gya gya, cam gidc nhw th€ né mudn
chay di ma khong chay dwoc. Ping nhw k& hoach cia Manato.

“Moguzou!” Ranta ddm thanh treong ki€m vé phia con mud goblin.
“Tang strc ép 1én! Strc ép! Strc ép Ay!”

“Him!” Moguzou gam 1én, vung thanh cw ki€m. Vung t&i, vung lui,
nhung con mud goblin van tranh dworc. Ranta hét 1én “Hay a!” va dinh dAm
thanh treong ki€m vEé phia con mud goblin dang nhdy loi choi tranh né.
Mud goblin nhat mot canh cdy gay, kéu rit 1€n va ném ve€ phia Ranta.

“0i!?” Ranta lui lai mot budc, chat vat ddnh canh cdy giy roi xudng
bang chudi ki&m. The& trdn bao viy bj pha v&. Con mud goblin c6 1& dinh
chay tron tir chd d6 nhirng Manato da 1am ciy dodn treong phat sdng ngay
1ap tirc. Con mud goblin bj tring don & ba vai, phat ra ti€ng kéu dau don.
Thé& nhung, trong nhdy mét, né chuyén hudng sang Manato, thét 1én v&i
chat giong that kinh khing “AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!”. No6i that,
Haruhiro cam thdy s¢r. D&€n cad Manato trong cling nhw vira chot da.

Ba&i vi, that dang s¢. Con mud goblin dang Iiéu mang. N6 khong mudn
bi giét. BPung hong giét dwgc néd. Trudc khi bi giét, né sé giét bon cau.



Giét. Giét. Giét. It nha't né ciing phai kéo bon cu theo. Con mud goblin da
chuahn bj tinh than lam th¢".

“M... moi ngwoi!” Ranta 1i€m moi lién tuc. “DPung c6 s sét! Chi c6
giét hodic bj giét thoi! T6... tdi s& giet né d€ thu thap Vice [Ac dirc]...”

“Can than daYy...!” Manato vira néi vira xong 1é€n, dung ciy doan treong
danh con mud goblin. Du dau bi dap cho chdy mau nhung con mud goblin
van nhin chim chdm vao Manato r'di vung hai tay nhw thach thitc “Thé thi
sao?”

“Mud gobchin, ding 1a d6i tha khé xoi...” Yume thi tham, giong hoi
run run. Qud chudn, Haruhiro nghi. N6 van td ra binh thwong du bj dap tdi
murc chdy mau déu.

“Phu! Phu!” Moguzou vung thanh cy ki€m hai [an, roi ba Ian. Con mud

goblin 1ui lai. Khi lui lai, hiéh nhién né da ti€n gan hon vé phia Haruhiro va
Yume.
Yume néi: “Diét né thoi, Haru!” Cau khong khdi ty hoéi tw ldc nao minh
thanh Haru r'6i, nhung ding 1a bay gio ciu phai ti€u diét né. Khi ciu hét 1én
“U 66 6!” roi ddm dao gdm vé phia con mud goblin, né lién quay vé phia
cauvakéu “Aaa!”.

“U...” Haruhiro suyt nira thi Iui lai nhwng c4u kim dwoc roi vung dao
mot cich di€n cuong. Trung roi.

Cau cam tha’y tay minh khyng lai. Nhat dao tring vao tay phai ciia con
mud goblin, phian gitra cui chd va cd tay. Haruhiro la “Odi!” mot ti€ng roi
rit dao gam vé. Pay la Ian dau tién cadu chém vao muc tiéu khong phai bu
nhin dung cho luyén tap. That kinh khing.

“U gya gya! Gya gya! U gya gya!” Con mud goblin vira chay vong
quanh tai chd, vay mdu tung tée, vira him doa bon Haruhiro.

Pay la sdu ddnh mot. Vi nhom Haruhiro dang bao vay con mud goblin
nén c6 th€ tdn cong nd tir ba't cir hwdng nao, thé” ma khong ai dinh ra tay.

Moi nguoi déu hit thd nang né. Mac du ngoai tre Moguzou la ngwoi
dung mot thanh ki€m néng, ca bon ciing chflng ai van dong nhiéu dén mirc
ay.

“... Gi th&' nay?” Haruhiro c& on dinh lai nhip thé’, nhwng khdng sudn sé
1am. Gi thé’ nay? Con mud goblin manh v@y a? Hay do bon minh yéu? Qud
yéu? Cir thée nay liéu minh cé xir dwoc né khong? Chdc khong dwoc ddu.



Nghi theo lé thwong thi tuyét doi khong thé. No khong hop voi minh.
Nhirng viéc nhw chién dau dau co danh cho minh. Ddng so nita. Chuyén
nay la khong thé’. Tai sao minh lam nhitng chuyén nay? Dwng lai chc“;ng tot
hon a? Nhwng dwng lai roi thi phdi lam sao, moi chuyén sé thé nao?

“Vi day la danh do0i mang s6ng...” Manato hét 1&€n. “Pay la danh doi
mang song! Ca chuing ta, cd d6i thl, chinh con mud goblin kia cling ra't
nghiém tdic. Pay 1a mot cude chién chan chinh, khong ¢6 thr gi nghiém tic
hon né ca. Khéng hé don gian chidt nao! Bat cr ai, bat ¢ sinh vat nao
cting khong mudn chét!”

“Malik Em Parque...!” Shihoru bdn mot vién dan 4nh sdng tir dau giy.
Vién dan 4nh sdng bay qua gitta Moguzou va Manato, tring trec dién ngay
mdt con mud goblin. “Gu...!?”

“La ldc nay!” Manato vira ra hiéu l1é€nh, vira b'6i thém mo6t don vé phia
con mud goblin. Ranta hét: “Xem day!”, vung thanh treong ki€m xudng
chém ngdp vao vai phai cia con mud goblin. “Cuw... cirng qua! La xwong
a!?”. “Hay a...I” Moguzou vung thanh cy ki€m mot cach dat khodt, bo vao
dinh d4au con mud goblin. Lyc bd cyc manh, lam dau né bi nghién nat mat
mot ntra hoac khoang mét phiéan ba.

Lam dworc roi.

Con mud goblin guc xudng, Ranta gio' nim da'm 1&n. “Puoc 1dm!”

Haruhiro thé ra, nhung t&i gitra ching thi tic nghen.

Con mud goblin da nhém day. Hon ntra, dong tac lai cwc nhanh.

“... Khong th&€ ndo.” Yume kinh ngac néi. Haruhiro nghi chic chin c6 gi
d6 khodng ding. Nhung dwong nhw cheamg c6 gi nhdm 14n ca.

Con mud goblin vung chay. C6 1€ n6é dinh chuon. Manato thot 1€n
“Cé4i...!?7” v&i geong mit kinh ngac nhung vin ding ciy doan trwong
ngang chin con goblin. Thit bat ngo, con mud goblin nhay 1én va tranh
dwore. Sau d6 n6 lao vEé phia Haruhiro. N6 dinh chay thoat tir bén swon ciu
sao? “... Qua nhién la vay!”

Haruhiro dung chan ngdng chan phai ciia con mud goblin. C6 vé Tan
nay con mud goblin khong thé' né dwg'c nén né nga lan ra.

“U 6!” Ngay khi Moguzou dinh b& thanh cy ki€m vé phia con mud
goblin thi Ranta xen vao. “Tranh ra, Moguzou! T6i s& tung don két lidu...!”



Haruhiro ba't gidc nhin di chd khac. Mot 4m thanh khé chju vang 1én,
ti€p do 1a ti€ng cwoi ha ha cta Ranta. “Hoi than Skullhell! Ngai ¢6 nhin
tha’y khong!? D€ thu thdp Vice [Ac dirc] ¢an chinh tay hic 4m ki si twdc
doat sinh ménh ctia nhtrng ké con sdng, sau dé dang mot phian mau thit cia
ké doé tai t& dan trong guild! Tai to ph€t, ma méng vudt hay gi d6 ciling
duoc... Ha!?”

“E...” Nhin sang phia Ranta, Haruhiro hoang h'én. Con mud goblin vén
dang ctr ddong. N6 dang dinh treeon di dau do.

“... Hic,” Shihoru nhin nhr mudn khodc.

“N6 van khong mudn chét...” Yume ling 1& néi, chip hai tay lai. “Nam
moO nam mo nam mo...”

“Khong phai.” Sau mot thodng phan van, Haruhiro phan béc. “N6 van
chwa chét...”

Manato vung ciy doan trirgng 1én. “Néu chiing ta khong két lidu né...
thi chi kéo dai dau don ma théi.”

Cau khong mu6n nhin nhung van cdm thd’y minh phai chirng ki€n dén
phut chot.

Manato b6i mdt don that manh vao con mud goblin, d&€n lic xac dinh
n6 khong con thé nira, ciu 4y nhim mét lai, vé& hinh mdt ngdi sao sdu canh.
Cau twdng Manato s€ néi gi d6 v&i con goblin nhwng ciu 4y khong ndi 1o
nao ca. Chic cau 4y khong mudn bién minh cho nhitng gi minh di lam.

“Aaa!” Ranta chi tay vé phia Manato. “M... Manato, ... 6... éng...! Ong
Xt né roi ding khong! Téi da néi n€u khdng phai tdi lam thi s€ khdng thu
dwoc Vice [Ac dirc] roi con gi...!”

“A,” Manato cwdi méo xéch va gii dau. “Xin 16i. L& r'6i.”

“Xin 106i nhée cdi dau ong!”

“T¢& ¢6 néi 1a “Xin 10i nhoe” dau, ‘Xin 16i. L& roi’ ddy chir.”

“Cai do6 sao chealng duoc! Ong dén cho toi di! Bén di! Nhu thé nao 4!?
Lam sao ma dén dwoc! Oa oaaaaa... Vice [Ac dirc] ddu tién... ddng ghi nhé
cta toi...” Ranta quy mop trén tir chi, ra sitcc d@'m thum thup vao mét dat.
“... Ma thoi, chaamg sao.”

Haruhiro ché'p mét. “Ch... chflng sao Ay a...7”



“Viéc da roi thi danh chju thoi.” Ranta dirng 1én r'6i d&€n ng'6i xOm bén
canh con mud goblin. “... Qe. Trong kinh khing qua. Chi€n lgii pham... la
cai nay a? Cé cdi gi d6 treo lung laalng trén s¢ri ddy deo quanh co né. Céi gi
day?”

“Pau?” Haruhiro ngdi xom bén canh Ranta. C4u nhin chdm chidm vao
sori ddy deo c@, c6 hét sirc khong ngd dé€n con mud goblin. Ping 1a ¢6 gi d6
dwoe Iuon qua s¢i ddy deo cO manh. Vat dau tién la rang nanh dong vat
hay cdi gi d6 bi duc 16. VAt con lai, trong khd ban thiu... 1a tién xu sao? “...
Cai nay chéng phai 1a d6ng bac a? Dl n6 da bi duc 16 r'oi.”

“O ho!” Ranta dinh kéo soi diy deo ¢§ nhung ldp tic rut tay ve. «...
Haruhiro, may 14y n6 di. Bah 14m.”

“Puoc thdi...” Haruhiro ding dao gidm cét soi diy budc c& d€ 18y chiéc
ring nanh va d6ng xu. RS rang 1a mot ddng bac. U thi, tuy bj lang mdt 10.
“Chfmg biét... c6 ban dworc khong nhi? Ma duc dworc 16 thé nay chic ciing
ton cong phet.”

“Gi thi gi,” Manato dit tay 1én vai Haruhiro, “day ciing 12 thing loi dau
tién ctia ching ta.”

Ranta wdn ngue ra dic y. “TAat cd 12 nho cong cia toi day!”

“Piing th¢' nhi.” Yume néi bang giong lanh tanh.

Ranta tic lwdi va lwom Yume. “Ba van con ghi thit 2? Ngwc 1ép ma
ngoan cO thé!”

“Pd 1o'n chiia ngue chealng li€n quan gi d&n ngoan ¢4 ca!”

“Néu khong lién quan thi ba quén ngay viéc dé gium! Cho no troi theo
dong nwde di! Tw cd chi kim, to dong sang tiy, ngwoi ta déu bdo tinh
ngoan cd 1a nguyén nhan cfia chirng hai leng day.”

“Pirng ¢6 goi Yume 13 hai leng! It ra ngwce 1ép nghe con d& thwong!”

“Hai Iwng hai lwng hai leng hai lueng, xin chao co hai lung, tam biét co
hai lwng, hai lwng...”

“Byc minh r'di nha.” Yume dd birng miit miii, hai ma phdng ra, 14p tén
vio cung va ngdm vé phia Ranta. “Yume bin! Yume cdm thay mili tén nay
s& khong trrot! Yume bin nay!”

“Yume, dirng, duong lai, toi, toi xin 16i!?” Ranta xoay ngwdi ma’y vong
roi quy mop xudng. Mot pha quy 16n vong diéu nghé. “T... toi chua r'oi!?



Vi thé1? Th... tha cho t6i!”

“Tai sao lai l1a cau ra 1€nh ha!? Ranta phai néi l1a ‘dai nhan Yume, Xxin
hay lam on tha thi cho t6i” chir!”

“D... dai nhan Yume! Tb6i ra't xin 16i. CAu xin ngan T4n van I4n, t0i s&
lam ba't cr diéu gi, lam on ra long thwong!”

“Panh viy.” Yume tuy vAn ph'ong md, nhwng tha 16ng diy cung mot
cach dé dang ngoai dy dodn va ha't ham vé phia con sudi. “Vay thi, Ranta
bi€n ra d6 di.”

“Ha...?”

“Ranta 1dn xudng sudi di. Lam vay thi hom nay Yume s€ tha cho.”

“P6 ng... B... ba..., khong th€ nao, ai ma...”

Yume lai kéo ciing diy cung. “Khong 1am thi thdi. Yume chi viéc ban
tén thoi ma.”

“... TO... to1 s€ 1an.”

“C0 1én.” Haruhiro vd vai Ranta. Manato ciing n6i v&i khudn mét twoi
croi. “Can than nhé.”

“MAYy ngudi khong néi thi toi ciing cah than!” Khoanh khéic Ranta lam
tw thé” chuan bi lao minh xudng sudi, Haruhiro da khong bo 1o ti€ng thi
tham cfia Shihoru “... Pang doi”. Ngay sau d6, Ranta d&m “Mot, hai!” r'oi
ldn xudng nén c6 1€ cau ta khong nghe tha'y.

“S... s€ bi cam day.” Moguzou noi.



9. Quyét tam dé nang

6 \c clra hang thu mua da loai vat phAm nim rai rdc gan khu cho cta
Alterna nhung chd nao ciing chi trd tdi da ba mwoi copper cho ddng bac bi
duc 16. Du bi duc 16 nhwng chi trd ba phAn mwoi gid tri 1a khong th€ chap
nhan dwge. Tuy nhién, ding mwng 1a chié€c rang nanh khéng ngo lai c6 gia
mot silver.

Nghe néi & vung Bién canh Grimgar nay c6 ba loai séi. S6i xam hay
con goi 12 séi ring ram. Tiép d6 1a soi tring, bé t6i ctia Bach Than Elrihi
cing s6i den, bay t6i cia Hic Than Raigil, vi than d6i dich v&i Elrihi.
Chiéc ring nanh d6 1a ctia mdt con s6i den. Ngudi ta tin ring trong ring
nanh cfa s6i den c6 chira sirc manh ma thuit va né tré thanh nguyén liéu
ché& tao bua trir ma.

Tém lai, thu hoach hdm nay ctia ca bon la mot silver va ba muoi
copper. Hai mwoi copper 1a phi tro t61 nay, con lai mot silver mwoi copper,
chia déu cho sau ngwoi, mdi dira dwgc mwdi tdm copper, con dw hai copper
s€ gbp vao lan chia chic sau nén tam thoi dwa Manato gitr ho.

Twng ngwoi trong nhém tach ra dn & cac quéy trong khu che, sau doé t&i
khu nha tro t6i tan danh cho linh tinh nguyén & gan Thi trdn phia Tay. Pat
chan dén do, chealng hi€u sao lai ¢ cam gidc nhw dwore vE nha. Mac du cir
c6 huy hiéu doan linh thi s& dworc st dung mién phi nhwng khu nha tro cho
linh tinh nguyén nay van kha 1a trong trai. Trwedc tién, bdn chang trai goi
dau va co rita co’ thé & khu nha tidm chi pha d4 1én trén nén dit, roi quay
tré v€ phong nam sau khi ghé phong nr bdo cho Yume va Shihoru bi€t
“Phong tim trong roi”. Pén ldc Ay, Haruhiro da twong ddi budn ngll nén
nga ngwdi xudng chiéc giwong 1am tr cd khd mot cdi 13 cidu nhim mit
ngay.

Khu nha tro cho linh tinh nguyén nay c6 loai phong bdn nguwoi va loai
phong sdu nguwoi, n€u la linh tinh nguyén tp sy thi di & phong may nguoi
cling vAn mat mwoi copper mot phong mot dém. N6i dén 1i do tai sao



phong bdn nguoi va phong sdu ngwoi lai ¢ gid nhw nhau thi ¢6 1€ 1a vi
dién tich phong bang nhau, phong siu ngudi ké nhidu giwong hon nén sé
cé chit bi bach. Giwong & phong sau ngwei cling nhd. Giwong & phong
bdn nguoi da da chat chdi roi, voi ngueoi cao mdt mét bay nhw Haruhiro
thi khong néi 1am gi, chir cao mdt mét tdm muwoi sdu nhu Moguzou chic
ching nhét vira co thé vao givdng & phong sdu ngudi.

Trong phong c6 hai chi€c giwong hai tadng dworc trai ¢d khd. Ngoai ra
con ¢ mot chié€c deén treo trén twong. Chi c6 ting d6 d6 dac trong phong
bén ngwoi & nha tro danh cho linh tinh nguyén. Chealng lam dworc gi ngoai
ngu, ma bon cau ciing chgng dinh 1am gi khic. Ngay mai cd bon con phai
day som nén thyc sy can ngt ludn thoi.

C6 tieng cot ket phat ra tir giwong bén canh. Chic 12 Moguzou di nim
xudng. O giwdng bén canh, ting dwdi 12 Moguzou con ting trén 12 Ranta.
Bén nay thi Haruhiro & fang trén con Manato ngu ¢ tang dwdi. “... Manato?
Cau con thirc khong?”

“C6. T¢ van thirc. C6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Khong, cing khong c6 gi...” Khong hin 1a cau khong c6 chuyén muon
noi. Chaamg han nhw, mwoi tim copper mét ngay thi bi€t lam sao day.

V&i muoi silver nhan dwoc toe Brichan, ngay dau tién, cdu da an thit
xién hét bon copper, diung tam silver d€ gia nhip guild dao tic. Tai thoi
diém do, cdu con mdt silver va chin mwoi sau copper. Sau khi két thic
hudn luyén, h6m qua cdu dung b6n copper phi tro, mwoi copper cho an
uéng nhung khong ki€m dwgc d6ng nao. Hom nay, cdu ti€éu mwoi hai
copper tién dn va ki€m dwoc mwoi tdm copper. S& tién hién tai cta cau la
mot silver va tam muwoi tdm copper. N6i thém 1a cdu da gui sdu muoi
copper vao Thwong hdi ki giri Yorozu vi mang theo bén ngwoi kha bat tién.
Vay la cdu con ma't thém ca phan phi gwi tién nira.

Haruhiro van con d&, Moguzou md&i khon khd. Phi & tro hdm qua clia
ciu 4y do nim ngudi con lai chia nhau. Nhung tién in chic hin 12 muon
Manato. HOm nay cdu &y an cting nhi€u, du gi cau 8y cing to con ma. Tién
ctia Moguzou c6 1€ thanh s6" am r6i. Cau 2y dang s6ng mdt cudc s6ng no’
nan.

Haruhiro dén luc nao dé ciing s€ nhw vay sao? Khong, hién tai, ngoai
trte Moguzou van con ¢d the vay tién ctia dong doi, thi s&€ khong ¢6 chuyén



sO tién tut xudng am. Néu khong ai cho vay, thi “s6” khong” s€ 1a day.
Tring tay. Khong mot xu dinh tdi. N&u trd nén nhuw thé'... thi ciu phai 1am
sao.

Khong ki€m dwoe nhi€u hon thi hong bét. Tién an va & tro modt ngay
cling khodng muwoi 1dm copper, cAdu mudn ki€m dwgec gd'p doi chd d6. Gap
d6i? Gap doi liéu c¢6 did khong? Khu nha tro cho linh tinh nguyén nay via
cli vira ban. Bon céu thi & dong phan va nuwdc ti€u, kinh tém khong chiu
dwoce. Con cai nha tim nira, mila ndy chwa lanh thi khong sao, chit d&n khi
chuyén mua chic kinh khing 1m. Ngi trén giwdng bang cd khod ciing
chaalng thodi mai gi. Gid nhw cé dwore it nha't 1a mot tA'm chan. Cau mudn tro
& noi khda kham hon. Cau dén quan 16t d€ thay cling khong c6, phai giat khi
tdm, roi phoi khd qua d&m, nén ciu chi con nwde tong ngdng ma di ngd,
gi6bng nhw hién gio’. Haruhiro, Manato cling Ranta déu thudc loai thwa riu,
nhung riu téc Moguzou di bit dau tréd nén bom xom, c6 dwore céi dao cao
thi t6t. Khong mua dao lam hay mdt con dao nho thi chealng on chiit nao.

Chi kiéim dwoc tibng nay thi toi mat. Noi vdy chie, ngdu nhién cé mot
con mud goblin mang theo rang nanh soi den, cdi do lai bdn dwoc voi gid
mot silver, ¢d khi thiee ra lai la may mdn. Vay tiec 1a? Thu hoach hom nay
khong t6i? Tot la dang khdc?

Ctr cho 1a ngay mai ho tim dwore mot con mud goblin, r'6i thuin loi xi&
1i n6 thi ¢4 1€ nd ciing chi mang theo dong bac ¢6 16 thdi. Mot dong bac ¢
10 doi dwgrc ba muwoi copper. Chia cho sdu ngwoi, mdi ngwdi dwge ndm
copper. C6 ngli ngoai troi thi van 10.

Nghi thi thay gay go that... Cau mudn néi ra, nheng lai thoi. Mot khi
thdt ra r'oi, nd s€ tréd thanh van d€ khong thé bé qua va bon ciu s€ budc
phai lam gi d6.

Tam thoi, thu hoach hdm nay khong @, twong lai thi ching ai biét trude
dwoc, nén ngdy mai 6 khi con gip chuyén t6t hon. Vi thé; truéc mdt thi,
bay gio, cwr ké no.

“Khong c6 gi dau.” Haruhiro néi. “Vay a?” Manato dap lai. “Thé& thi
tot.”

“Puore r'6i.” Ranta ba't thinh linh nhay tr giwong ting trén xuéng. “Toi
di ra ngoai mot chut!”

“Ha?” Haruhiro nhdm ngwoi day. “Ranta, di 1a di dau co?”



“HOom qua t6i da bd qua roi.” Ranta lam vé méat khd s mot cach ki
qudc. “Hom nay s€ khong nhuw thé ntra. Khong lam nhirng viéc phai lam thi
khong ddng mét dan 6ng.”

“Ha...? Tao chaalng hi€u may néi gi.”

“Ping 1a d6 cham tiéu. Tai sao may lai khong hi€u cht? RO rang thé&
con gi. La nha tim, nha, tim.”

“Nha tim thi 1am sao?”

“Bay gio’ tui con gdi dang & trong dd’y didng khong? Chealng phai dang
tran nhwr nhong, gdi dau véi tim tap a? N&u thé, viéc tao phai lam chi c6
mot thoi dung khong...7”

“M... may, khong 1€, dinh, nhin trom?”

“Phu phu phu. Ranta. D1 da~y!”

“Doi, viéc do, khong dwgrec!” Haruhiro xudng giwvong dudi theo Ranta.
Nhung Ranta nhirng ldc thé nay lai cwc ki nhanh nhen. Ciu dén trudc
phong tim r6i ma chéng tom noi cau ta.

Phong tim ndm bén ngoai. N6 van gén v&i khu nha tro nhung tich biét
vé mit cAu triic nén c6 18 goi 1 cdi lan dung d€ tim goi thi chinh x4c hon.
Ranta khom nguwoi, ghé tai vao ctra ra vao cda cai lan do.

“May...” Khi Haruhiro dinh Ién ti&€ng goi, Ranta bién sic, dit ngén tay
trd 1én moi, sat khi téa ra ngun ngut. Bi uy hi€p, Haruhiro im ldng ngoai y
mudn. Khong khong, bi uy hi€p thi lam an dwoc gi. Haruhiro rén rén lai
gan, cd khong d€ 10 ti€ng budc chin va thi thdm vao tai Ranta. “... Viéc
nay khong dwore dau. Gi thi gi, 1a con ngwoi thi khong dwoe lam viéc nay.”

(May chéng biét gi cd.) Ranta chi dung khau hinh ma khong phét ra
ti€ng. (DU ma't tw cach lam nguoi cling dwoc. NEu can thiét d€ dat dwoc
muc dich thi tao c6 the€ thanh quy hay A Tu La lu6n.)

(Quy voi A Tu La thi phong dai qua ddYy... Pay chi 1a chuyén “cé tw
trong ti di” thoi...)

(Tw trong?) Ranta nhiin vai. (Tao khong biét tir day. It nhat, trong tur
dién cia tao khong c6 tir ddy. O ho.)

(...G...givay?)

Ranta chi vé phia canh ctra. (Nghe thdy roi. Ti€ng ctia may cd nang.
HE hé hé.)



Haruhiro ba't gidc dinh ghé tai vao canh ctra nhwng da suyt soat kiém
ch& dwgc ban than. Khong dwore. Du cdu cling to mo, nhwng lam cdi tro nay
thi ciu cling chéng khac gi Ranta ca.

(Ha ha ha.) Ranta cudi khong thanh ti€ng, tron mét nhin Haruhiro.
(bung c& nhin ntra, Haruhiro. May da d€ thua ban nang cia minh tw lau
roi. N&u khong thi may di 16i tao di bang dwoe hodic ho to 1én ding
khong?)

(U...) C4u bi choc diing chd dau. Haruhiro dm nguc, nhin xung quanh.
Cau suyt thi hét Ién. C6 ai d6 1an trong bong tdi. Hai ngwoi. Ho dang di dén
day. La ai?

(Chao.) Nguwoi gio tay la... Manato. Con anh chang to con phia sau 1a
Moguzou.

Ranta ciing tron mét, vé nhw khong dé phong. (... My, may tén nay.)

“Cha...” Khi Haruhiro vira dinh 1én ti€ng, Manato da dat ngén tré 1én
mdi. Ching 1¢ dén ¢d Manato ciing thé? Thi ra la vdy. Thé cé én khong?
Ddp lai 4nh mét do hdi clia cdu, Manato im ling git d4u. Sau da’y dén lwot
Moguzou. Haruhiro cwoi khong thanh tiéng.

Cau chiju thua roi.

Can chén cho ban nang cta cau, khong, clia cac cau.

Noi thdt la minh c6 to mo? Nhuwng minh khong nhin dau? Khong dén
néi dom trom dau nhé? Phia trén cao cia cdi ldn, noi bon minh khong voi
161 ¢6 mot é cira sO khong che chdn gi, dnh sdng hdt ra tiv dé cing hoti
nwoc boc lén nhw moi goi, nhiwng no cao qud co voi toi noi dau? Néu ai
do lam bé dor, cong kénh nhau trén vai thi ciing cé khd ndng day? Minh
khong nghi sé lam dén mwc do ddu nhé? Khong nghi nhé? Khong co thdt
ma. Pd bdo la khong lam thé roi.

Bon Haruhiro tim tum lai, ghé tai vao canh ctra. Cau nghe thdy lodng
thoang. Khong, hdy tdp trung hét tinh than vao thinh gidc. Chdc chdn sé
nghe dworc ro hon. Dung roi. Nghe dwoc roi. Rat ro.

“Trong tha’y r'oi méi bi€t.” Pay c6 1€ 1a giong Yume.

“...Cdi... cdi... cai gi?” Con day la giong Shihoru.
“... Ding la 1on that.”

“. E, &?Hé? Cdi gi co...?”



“... Nguwc Shihoru diy din that d4’y. Hinh ddng ciing dé thwong nira
nha.”

“...D... dé thwong...?” Lo clia Shihoru khdng biét 1a tat nhién hay ngiu
nhién da néi hd ti€ng long cua Haruhiro. Ma c6 1€ khéng chi minh
Haruhiro. C4 Ranta, cd Manato, cd Moguzou chéc chin déu dang nghi vé
cung mot chuyén. Ddy ddn, hinh ddng lai dé thwong, tom lai la nhw thé
nao hd!? Hoan toan khong the’ twong twong ra ddy nay...!?

(13

. li’, dé thwong 18m. Cho Yume s& mdt chit dwogrc khong?”

(13

... Ha, cdi, cai d96, a, dung, dung lai, w, 4...”

(13

.. Oa, Yume di nghi s& vao chic thich 14m, thi ra ding 12 thich that.”

(13

...Doi, dung, a, v, nya...”

(13

.. Shihoru kéu nya ctt nhw meéo y.”

(13

... Xin, xin c4u. Yu... Yume, dirng, dirng so’ nhw thé”...”

(13

.. M€m mém, lai coOn ndy nay ntra nay...”

(13

... Plrng, dirng néi nhw thé’, t&, t& xAu hd 14m...

(13

: Yume ma cling dworc the thi hay biét may. Nhung Yume chi ¢ mdi
thé" nay.”

(13

... T&, t& nghi, Yume ciing dé thwong ma...”

(13

.. E~. Hong ¢6 dau. Yume dé throng chd nao chir.”

(13

... N6i sao nhi, Yume khong map nhw t& nhung trong vAn mém mai...”

(13

.. Yume nghi Shihoru chzamg map ti nao dau. Yume m&i map day nay.”

“...MAay chd mém mém da’y trong ciing ngon ntra...”
“... Ngon a? Shihoru ndéi gi ki th&". Yume khong phai d6 an dau nhé.”
“... Aaaa, 2, xmmm, t... t& biét chir, chi 1a phép an du thoi.”
[13

.. Shihoru ¢6 mudn thir mdt mi€ng khong? Pay nay.”

(13

.0 n... nhueng ma...

(13

.. Cin thtr mot cdi cling khong sao dau. Chd nay chang han, nhwng chi
mot xiu thoi day nhé.”

(Ho... ho dang lam gi vay...!?) Haruhiro r&i tai khdi cdnh ctra va lic
dau. Khong dwoc, khong dwoc, khong diwgrc. Yume vori Shihoru dang lam
cdi, cdi, cdi gi vdy. Chuyén gi dang xdy ra? Tri twong twong cia minh da
di qud gioi han. Cung la con gdi voi nhau thi c6 cdm gidc nhw thé a?



Khéng hiéu ndi. Chdc chdn minh khéng thé nao biét dwworc roi. Nhin lai, ciu
thdy Manato, Moguzou, va ca Ranta cling déu gitr khoang cach v&i canh
cwa. Phdi roi. Dung la thé. Thdt qud kich thich va day bi an. Bi an nay goi
ra bi an khdc, thanh mot m& hdn don trong d4u ciu. Haruhiro nhin vé phia
Manato dinh ra hi€u, rut lui, quay vé phong théi. Nhung Manato lai dang
nhin sang hwdng khac. Cau nhin theo thi thd’y Ranta dang ngwdc nhin bau
troi dém. Khong, khong phai. Bau troi dém cdi gi chir.

LA cdi ctra s&. Ranta nhin chim chidm vio cdi ctta s& v&i dnh mét clia
mot con sé6i d6i khat. R'6i ciu ta ding phat diy, di d&n bén dudi cira s6.
Cau ta veon tay ra, redn ngwoi nhwng khong véi téi. Ranta quay vé phia
cau, lam vé mat nhw A Tu La. (... Tui bay khong mudn nhin a? Nghiém tic
la th& cling dwgre a? Tui bay mudn bo 10 co’ hdi nay sao? Tui bay c6 dam
néi minh s€ khong h6i han khong? Ha? Sao day?)

(Viéc... viec d6...) Haruhiro nghi€n rang. (Viéc do...)

(C6 1€ t& sé hoi han.) Manato néi thé)ing. (Té khong dam néi chic minh
s€ khong hdi hdn. Nhuwng néu vt qua ngueong nay thi phai lam thé nao?
Cau nghi moi chuyén s€ ra sao?)

Ranta cau may, mié€ng dau 1én thanh hinh chtt v 10n ngwoc. (S€ ra sao y
ha...?)

(Cau thtr nghi xem. Hién tai bon minh ciing da thich thd ro6i. Lam hon
ntra s€ khong tdt chiit nao. Tinh hinh s€ khong th€ van h6i dwgc, sau do,
bon minh quay v€ phong... Phong ctia bon minh. Quay vé cdn phong c6
bdn thang duc rea. Té khong chiu dung ndi chuyén day. Bay gior quay dau
van con kip.)

Haruhiro ruing minh. Qua ding la Manato. Viéc dé ki€u gi cling khong
tot, néi ddng hon la cwc ki khén kho. Cu cam thd'y né€u ca bon dung &
day, ngay lic nay, thi c¢6 th€ Ivu gitv dwgc ngay hom nay nhw mot ki niém
dep. Minh nhat dinh lam dwoc. Minh chdc chdn sé lam dwoc. C6 1€ la minh
lam dworc thoi, phdi khong?

Hién gio’ cdu dang & bén bo viec. Bwd'c thém mot budc 1a khong the
quay lai dwore nira. Néu dwoe, cdu mudn ca bon cung quay vé. Cau mudn
trdnh cdi dién bién sau nay 1am ciu nghi rang, tén kia da vwo't qua gici han
thé’ma minh thi khong, gid nhw liic do minh ciing lam thé’.



(Vé thoi.) Haruhiro ndm 14y cdnh tay Ranta. Du ¢6 phai dung vii luc
cdu ciling phai kéo cau ta vé. Nhwng lai ¢c6 mai phuc & noi cidu khong ngo
toi.

Moguzou tw te dirng 1€n, di chuyén dén bén dudi cira s6 r'oi khom nira
ngwoi, chdng tay vao twong. Cdi buc. Buc ha? Ciu &y dinh lam buc do
sao? Moguzou quay mdt vé phia bon Haruhiro roi gio ngén céai. (Cac cau
1én di. To chju dwoc.)

Haruhiro nhin Ranta, sau d6 nhin sang Manato. Ca hai d€u mang khuon
mat nhw bi sét danh. Khong dwoc roi, Haruhiro nghi. Quy€t tdm cua
Moguzou that nang n€. Qua nang né€. Cau c6 th€ lam ngo’ sao? Khong th€.
Chéc chén 12 khong th& roi. Cau khong the 1am ngo duorc.

Chi con cdch la lam [iéu thoi.

Haruhiro v Manato gt d4u v&i nhau. Ai s& 1én trude day? Gior khic
nay, Haruhiro nghi, minh [én sau ciing dwoc, cudi cung ciing khong sao.
Nguoi di dau chic 12 Ranta thdi, dit sao hin ciing 12 ké d4u téu.

Con tén Ranta d6 thi dang khéc. Nuwde mét ciu ta thuc sy tudn 1d chi
nhr mwa. Khdng chi nwdc mét, c6 ca nwdc miii ludn. Ranta khong thém lau
nrdc mat nwede mili ma vo lwung Moguzou. “... That 13, ong ding c6 1am toi
cam dong dén phat khéc thé chi...”

Haruhiro thi thao “Nay...” ro6i quay ngudi cim dau cdm cd chay ngay
tdp lg. Manato dang chay phia trué.c Haruhiro. Ping 14 Manato. Nhanh that
daly.

“Sao lai c6 giong ctia Ranta ...!?” Yume hét Ién ti trong nha tim.

“Toi roi!” Ranta cling bd chay. “B... ba nham r6i! Khong, khdong phai
toi dau! La, 1a Moguzou day, Moguzou! T6i khdong c6 nhin thdy gi cal
Ciing chealng nghe thdy gi ca!”

“Ha!?” Moguzou nga 1o0n nhao con Shihoru thi hét 1€n tha't thanh.

“P6 ng6c Ranta!” Yume c6 vé da da vao phia bén kia birc twong. “Kinh
tdém! Dé xom! Bién thdi! Ranta bién di diu cho khudt mét di, vinh vién

"?

dwng ¢6 quay lai ntraaa...!



QHBJ khong gidu gi€m gi ma khai hét tdi 16i roi cii gip ngwoi xin 16i
Shihoru va Yume.

Nhung chi ¢6 ba ngwei Haruhiro, Manato va Moguzou.

Con Ranta thi tré mat, td thai do chi t&' choc tirc ngwoi ta, “Toi da nhin
thay gi ddu ma m&’y ba cr lam am 1én thé!” Trai lai, Yume va Shihoru hoan
toan ngo lo’ Ranta.

Nhwng ciu nghi, d6 khong nhat thi€t la nguyén nhan khi€n kha nang
lam viéc nhém trong ddi ctia bon cau t€ di. C6 Ié ch:flng li€n quan maYy.

Ngay hom sau, ngay ti€p do, va ngay sau da’y ntra, bon Haruhiro khong
ki€m dwoe du. Khong ki€m dwoe da néi theamg ra s€ la, thu hoach gan nhw
bang khong. N6i tring ra nira thi 12 hoan toan khong kiém dwoc gi.

Vi khong hay hoi han s& tién trong tdi dong doi nén Haruhiro chealng
nim dwoe tinh trang thi chinh cda ai ngoai ban than. Prong nhién, riéng
v&i chinh minh, ciu biét ra't ro.

Tinh trang thu chi trong ba ngay nay la, am mwoi bon copper, am muoi
ba copper va Am muwdi hai copper, tong cong 1a 10 ba mwoi chin copper.
Néu khong tinh d€n phi gii tién chwa di mdt copper thi tong tai san cua
Haruhiro 1a mdt silver va bon mwoi chin copper.

Cai dy dinh di chg mua vat dung sinh hoat hay it ra 1a mua @6 16t cling
tan thanh mAy khéi. C4u ciing that kiéu ngao khi mo mdng hio huyén ring
mudn duegc @ mot noi tdt hon khu nha tro danh cho linh tinh nguyén. Md&i
quan tAm Ién nha't hién gio’ 1a n€u mdi ngay gidm tién dn di mot copper thi
cau s€ tru dwoe bao lau.

Ba ngay lién khong co thu hoach gi 1a mét cu s6c 10’n qué 1on che
khong dda, d&n ndi khi vé dén nha tro va tim rira xong, chang ai mo mleng
néi cau nao hé&t. Ca bon déu nim trén giwong. CJ & moi ngwoi ngii roi
chang? Khong, ching phdi. Lam gi ¢6 ai than kinh cing t6i mikc ¢6 thé
ngu say swa trong tinh cdnh nay. Viea nghi vy xong, cu nghe thd'y Ranta



dang ngdy. Dinh thit. Vwot 1€n ca cam giac ngac nhién, Haruhiro thdm chi
con thdy kham phuc. Ma minh ciing vdy. Coé 1é nén di ngui cho roi. Nghi
linh tinh nira lam gi. Ngay mai co6 khi lai gap dwoc chuyén tot. Ngay hom
nay két thiic roi. Chc“;ng lam gi dwoc nita. Ngay mai moi quan trong. Ngay
mai lam gi day? Minh phdi lén tinh thin va di tim con moi. Phdi kiéin dwoc
gi do, k& cd la mot copper. Mot copper chdic khong on ldm? Qud la khong
on. Phdi kién thdt nhiéu, nhiéu hét mirc co the. Minh phdi lam gi do triwoc
khi hét tién.

Khi cdu tré@ minh, cdu cam thdy & tdng dwdi ¢d ngwoi nhom day.

“... Manato?”

N

“U.”

“Cau day roi 2? Troi van con tdi, ma néi ding hon 12 biy gid m&i bit
dau budi tdi théi ma. Cau di vé sinh ha?”

“Khong.” Manato ¢6 vé da xuéng khdi giwong. “Td ra ngoai mdt chuit.
Co’ tinh ndi ra cau nay né ct thé nao ay, nhwng dwng lo, t nhat dinh sé
quay ve.”

“Ua? Ra ngoai... vao gio’ ny 4?7

“Bay gio' m&i bat dau budi t&i théi ma.” Manato khé cudi. “Té di day.
Cau mét r'oi thi c ngh trwde di.”

“A, r.” Haruhiro git ¢4u r'di lai nghi ¢ 1& khong nén d€ ciu Ay ra ngoai
mot minh. Trong lic d6, Manato da ra khoi phong. C4u thd’y bon chon, beén
noi chuyén phiém vé&i Moguzou van dang con thire, nhieng roi ngti ma't lic
nao khdng hay. Lic ciu thirc ddy, Manato da quay vé. Hon ntra, cdu 4y con
ddy s&’m hon Haruhiro.

“Chao budi sang, Haruhiro. HOm nay t& mudn thi dé€n chd khac. Ciu
thdy sao?”

T61 qua, c6 vé Manato da d&€n Quan rwou Sherry trén phd Hanazono,
noi linh tinh nguyén tu tap, d€ thu thap thong tin tr bon ho. Lic d6, dwong
nhw cdu &y da phai dai reou r'oi con bi ép udng nra. Mac du Manato khong
noéi ro rang nhung ciu ay hin da to'n tién kha khd.

Khi cdu noi “Pdng 1€ c4u nén din ca t& theo”, Manato 1ién hoi lai
“Haruhiro, cdu udng dwoce rweou chr?”.

“Ciing ching biét nira.” Haruhiro nghiéng du. “Té da ting udng chua
nhi? C6 1€ 1a chwa.”



“Té &y ma,” Manato cwoi pha chit tinh nghich, “c6 vé khong ghét viéc
d&’y 18m. Nén néi rang t& mudn udng reou thi cé 18 ciing ding mot phan.”

Vi da qud chén v&i canh rirng rAm r6i nén ca bon dé dang dong y v&i
dé xud't cia Manato.

C6 mot thanh phd’ cich Alterna fam bon kilomet vé huwéng Tay Béc, di
bd mat khoang mot gio.

Ma khong, phai néi 1a noi da ting 1a thanh phd” méi ding. It nhat hién
tai khong ¢6 nguoi nao so6ng & d6. Khong co bat ¢ ai la con ngwoi.

Bao quanh thanh phd 1a bic twong bao vé da sup do mat tim phan. Ti
1¢ hu hai d& nat cta cic khdi kién tric 1a hon ntta, chic khodng sdu, bay
muoi phan tram. Khép noi chi toan gach vun, c¢d dai moc thanh tirng bui,
nhitng thanh ki¢m, cdy thwong gi sét nam lin 16c hodc cim trén mit dat.
bifu dang so 1a hai c6t & khip moi noi. C6 loai sinh vat khong glong cho
cling chang giong meo di lai trén twong rao hay nhitng mai nha sip sap,
nhwng khi nhin ra bon ciu thi ching 1ién chay ma't. Qua kéu khong ngoi
nghi. Khi nhin vé hwdng phat ra ti€ng kéu, ciu thd’y phé&” tich cia mot toa
nha 1&n d3 tré thanh chd d4u cho 1i qua, phai d&n hang chuc con hodc hon.

Ngay xwa, thanh phd” Damurou nay twng la thanh phd” Ién th hai cta
Vwong qudc Arabakia. M6t thanh phd” rong 1on hon Alterna rd't nhiéu.
Nhung, quan d6i ctia Lién minh céc vi vua, dudi sy dan dit ctia Vua Bat ti,
da tdn cong va tan pha nd, roi bi€n nd thanh 1anh dia cta tdc ba't tir. Hién
tai thi khac. Sau khi B& qud'c Bat t tan ra, tdc goblin von khong ¢ vua va
bi d6i x& nhw no 1€, dd nhan co hdi tao phan, danh dudi toc bat tr va bién
thanh phd nay thanh cta ching.

Hién tai, Damurou la can cir cta 1a goblin. Tuy nhién, phan Pong Nam
ctia Damurou, noi dwoee goi 1a khu thanh cd, lai khong dwoc cham séc va
bi€n thanh hoang héa nhw thé nay.

No6i vay khong c6 nghia & khu thanh ci Damurou khong c6 1a goblin.
Ching c6 xua't hién & day.

“Chi ¢6 mot con thdi... nhi?”

Haruhiro an minh sau mot birc twong rao trong nhw s€ d6 ngay 1ap tic
néu ciu dwa nguoi vao. Cau dang quan sat bén trong mot can nha khong c6
twdng ciing ching ¢6 tran. Cau bi di cho nhiém vu do thdm véi lf do cau 12
dao tic, nhung Haruhiro van chwa hoc dwoc ki nidng Sneaking [Lén Lit] hay



Burglary [Chiéu #n trdm] nén thyc ra, cu chang hon gi ngudi binh thuong
ngoai trir viéc cé th€ dung Picking [M¢& khéal. Be minh lam viéc nay cdé on
khong day?

C6 vé con mud goblin bon cdu ha trong rung lic trede 1la mét loai
goblin. RS rang con goblin & kia ¢6 di€m gidng v&i mud goblin. Nhwng da
ciia n6 ¢6 mau xanh non chudi va trong khong ban thiu. N6 c¢6 mac quéan
40, hong con dit thir gi d6 giong céi chay. Chiéc tdi deo chéo trén vai c6 I8
la tdi goblin. Bon mud goblin s€ budc nhirng thir quan trong vao diy deo
quanh c@, con goblin s& mang theo mdt cdi tdi nhw thé kia. Ching dwgrc cho
ring c6 tip tinh cAt 6 quy gid vao trong tdi va ludn ludn mang theo bén
minh.

Con goblin ng'6i xuéng san, dya lwng vao twong, khoanh tay day ngao
man. N6 guc dau, c6 vé dang nhim méit. M&i budi saing ma né di ngl guc
roi a? C6 1€ 1a the”. Haruhiro quay lai chd ca bon dang cho, khah trvong,
nhung van can than khong giy ra tié€ng dong.

“C6 mot con goblin. Cé vé n6 dang ngu.”

“Puore roi. Lam thoi.” Manato gat dau, vé mat cang thaalng. “Moguzou
dang mic gidp xich nén chic chin s& gy tié€ng dong. Vi vay, trude tién t&,
Haruhiro cung Ranta s€ ti€p can n6. Moguzou, Yume va Shihoru s€ déan thu
hep khoang céach phia sau. Néu ti€p can dwoc con goblin ma khong 1am né
thire ddy, ba ngwoi bon to s€ xtr n6 ludn. N&u né thirc day thi Yume ding
cung con Shihoru ding ma thut ngdm bén tir xa. Moguzou s& phai nhanh
chéng ti€n 1én phia trwd'c. Khi phai d6i dau tryc dién thi hdy tao doi hinh
giong tredre ddy. Ca bon cling bao vay, khong d€ né chay thoat.”

Ca nhom ngay 1ap tirc git dau ddp lai. Du sao ciing da ba ngay ca bon
chaalng ki€m dwoe gi nén dén ca Ranta ciing to ra nghi€ém tuc.

Manato di dau, cung Haruhiro va Ranta xua't phat. Chflng may choc da
dé&n chd ciin nha nhung di ti€p tir d6 lai kha ton thoi gian. Trong nha khip
noi déu la gach dé vo, chflng may dAm phai tht gi ki la thi chaamg hay chut
nao. C6 ma’y Ian bon ciu lam phat ra am thanh, di chuyén ciling t6n thoi
gian hon twedng twgng. DU vay, cudi cung bon ciu ciing dé€n dwoc vi tri ma
chi can thém hai, ba buwdc nira 1a vii khi s€ cham dwoe téi con goblin.

Bon Moguzou dang & ngay bén ngoai cian nha. Manato an lwot nhin
Haruhiro va Ranta. Ranta chi vao ban than. Haruhiro nghi bung chéng biet



c6 trong cady dwoc vao Ranta khong day, nhwng Manato chi phay nhe tay de
ra hiéu “Lén di”. Ranta thé ra mdt hoi roi bwdc vE phia con goblin. Céu ta
khong vung thanh treong ki€m 1én ma dam thaalng no vao nguc con goblin.

Con goblin kéu Ién mét ti€ng “Ac!” r6i mé& mit. N6 nhan ra bon
Haruhiro, ¢6 vé cling hi€u dwoc nguoi ta da lam gi minh. Con goblin vira
gdo thét vira gio’ tay nhim vao mit Ranta. Manato hét 1én “Khong dwoc!”
khi thdy Ranta chiin buwde, dong thoi rit cdy doan treong ra danh roi dam
lién tuc vao tay va dau cua con goblin.

“Chét tiét...!” Ranta @n manh thanh treong ki€'m r'éi xoay no.

Haruhiro ch?ing the’ lam dwore gi. N&u cau dén géan ¢6 khi con lam can
tré Manato va Ranta. Mic du con goblin van gidly giua va phét ra 4m thanh
gidng nhw nhirng cau chwri rda, nhung roi né cling yéu déan di. Lic x& con
mud goblin vat va la vay, th¢’ ma tdn cong con mo6i dang ngu lai chi c6 the’
nay thoéi a? Lat sau, nd chealng coOn cya quay gi nwra.

“... Gi€t dwgrc n6 chwra?” Ranta vira thd hon hén vira ngd nhin mét con
goblin. Khong hi€u sao ciu lai tedng tweong ra canh con goblin bat ddy roi
cin dit mili Ranta, nhung viéc d6 da khong xay ra. Manato nhim mét, vé
mdt hinh sao sdu canh. Moi viéc c6 vé da ket thic.

Moguzou, Yume ciing Shihoru di vao trong nha. Ranta dim chén 1én
nguc con goblin, vira rit ki€m ra vira 1am bam “Phai 16t méng hay céi gi d6
cta né. Vice, Vice...”. Manato can than thao cdi tdi goblin deo trén vai con
goblin. Cu &y mé né ra d& 147y céc thit bén trong. Haruhiro trom mit. «...
La dong bac!”

L goblin thich m&y dong xu ctia con ngwoi a? Hon ntra, khac véi mud
goblin, né khong duc 10 dong xu. C6 d&€n bdon ddng bac nguyén ven. Bon
silver. Ngoai ra con ¢c6 mdt vién d4 trong su6t trong nhw thiy tinh. Cudi
cung la xwong. Khong bi€t la ctua loai dong vat nao nhwng né la mot doan
xwong manh gidng nhw xwong ngoén tay.

“O 6 6 '0,” Yume tron mét. “That tuyét. Lap ki luc méi roi. N6i vay
chir, day cling chi mai 1a In thir hai théi ne.”

“... Bon silver.” Shihoru chép chép mét, bd dang nhw the co6 Ay dang
khong bi€t phai néi gi. Moguzou chi k€u 1én mdt ti€ng roi ngdm chat
miéng.



Manato nguée nhin trdi, thd dai mot cdi, va 1ic dau ndi: “Van chua
dwoc. Ching ta phai tiép tuc thdi. Lan nay dn may gip dwoc con moi dé
dang, nhwng khong phai Tan nao cling thé€”. Pung chu quan. Chung ta di tim
con moi ti€p theo nao.”

“Ong d&y,” Ranta vd lung Manato, “dirng c6 néi nhirng diéu cirng nhic
nhw thé! Chidng may khi bon minh thing I6n ma. T4t ca la nhd cong cha
toi! Nhirng ldc thé nay phai vui mwng 1€n chir, ding khong?”

Manato tho4ng cau may nhung lai troi cwdi ngay tirc khéc. “Diing vay
nhi. T¢ nghi vui mwng cling khong hai gi. Ranta da lam ra't t6t ma.”

“Puing khong? Thay chwa? Toi rat tuyét voi nhi? Pac biét 1a luc toi
dam ki€m vao con goblin roi nd mdt nu cwdi lanh ling tan nhéin, rit ra
ddng hic 4m ki si ding khong?”

Haruhiro vira néi “Khong c¢6 dau” vira xua xua tay. “May van vat 16n
dién cu'6ng nhw binh thwong thoi, Ranta.”

“P'd dan! Tao d4p né d& nhw bon nhé! Mit may d€ chd nao the ha! A, &
kia ha!? O kia ding khong!? Vi mit may 1o d& budn ngi qud nén khong
nhan ra dwoc luon!”

“Cai dé tai d6 thé& la du r'oi day. Tao s€é khong phan wng tieng li tung ti
v&i may nira. Xin 16i nhé.”

“Phan tng di! B&n d6 phai phan tng chtr! That 1a ¢6 don!”

Moi nguoi cung cwoi ngat nghéo. Sau d6, theo 101 Manato, ca bon lai
tap trung tim muc tiéu ti€p theo. Ngay dau tién tai khu thanh ci Damurou
dién ra thuan lgi. Qud thuan loi, d&€n mirc ddng sor, néu nghi t&i nhirng
ngay tredc do.

Pén chiéu tdi, bon Haruhiro da diét dwoc tong cong bdn con goblin,
tinh cd con ngu gét lic dau. Tw bon cdi tdi goblin, bon ciu thu dwoc tong
cOng tam dong bac, mdt vién d4 trong sudt, mot vien d4 mau den, mot vién
da mau do, vai khdc xwong va rang nanh, mot thir giéng nhw chia khoa,
mot banh rang nhd cung voi thr dung cu kim loai gi d6. Trie ma’y d6ng bac
ra, nhitng tht con lai dem ban & cra hang thu mua dwoc tong cdng hai
silver va bdn mwoi 1dm copper. Chia déu cho sdu ngwoi, mdi ngwoi duwgre
mdt silver bdy mwoi tw copper va dw mot copper. Tién tro va tién dn hom
d6 t6n mwoi ldm copper nén tong tai san ctia Haruhiro 1a ba silver tdm



copper. N€u tinh hinh ngay mai cting t0t, cau quyet tdm s€ mua do 16t va
mot con dao.

Tuy nhién, ngay k& ti€p khong dwoc tdt nhwe hdm trede nira. Bon ciu
tim ra nhdm gom nam con goblin, tuy Ranta nha't quy€t doi dot kich nhung
ca hoi quyét dinh tranh giao chi€n dwa theo bi€u quyét da s6. Néu khong
tdn cong bat ngo thi mot con cling dd khé khan réi, hai con da la mao
hi€m, con nim con thi 14 chuyén khong twdng. Haruhiro nghi ring bd cudc
la quy€t dinh chinh xac. Tuy nhién, sau do, bon cau khong gdp dwgrc nhém
nao ti hai con goblin tré xudng. Pén lic gan vEé, cudi cung bon ciu ciing
tinh co’ cham tran véi mot con goblin di 1é. K&t qua, thu hoach ngay hom
Ay 1a mot dong bac. Chi diing mot silver. N&u nghi vy chic ciu s& bj trirng
phat mat. Suyt chiit nita da 16 chong vé, thé’ ma lai kieém dwoc tdn mot
silver. Haruhiro quyét dinh chdp nhin chuyén nay theo hudng d6. B6 16t
va dao de€’ dén luc tich cép nhiéu hon cling dworc.

Vao ngay thir ba ¢ khu thanh cti Damurou, bon ciu quyét dinh vira tim
ki€m 1l goblin vira vé mot tA'm ban d6 don gian. Thuc ra day la sang kién
ctia Manato. Nhan tién, quyén sO nhd va bit chi d€ v€ ban d6 ciing do
Manato cung cip. S& ra't ¢6 ich khi nim dwoc dia hinh va ghi chép chd nao
cO goblin. PB1éu nay ciing do Manato ndi.

Du sao, vira thay phién nhau vé ban @6 vwra di xung quanh khu thanh ci
kha 1a thud vi. Muc tiéu cling ty nhién nay ra, khi ca bon thao luén, ldn toi
bon minh di bén kia di, hay bén nay van chira di nén chon dwong nay nhé.
Ca bon ciing thudc dwoe dwong. Khi dit chan d€n nhirng noi chwa dwoc
ghi trong ban &0, c4u thay lo lang, tim dip d6n dip. Con v&i nhitng noi da
ghi chép xong xudi, cau s€ thd’y an tdm phan nao. Hom &y, bon cau diét
dwore ba con goblin, chién lgri pham ban di chia mdi ngwdi dwgre bdy muoi
hai copper.

Nhung khong vi thé ma t6 ra vénh vdo dworc. D6 cling chaamg phai mét
khoan thu nhip dang d€ vui mwrng.

Tuy nhién, Yume va Shihoru néi ring mudn mua d'6, nén Haruhiro ciing
di xem xét quanh khu chg'. Trong khi ngdm nghia, ciu vo tinh tim thdy d6
16t bing s¢i bong. Dt cdu da c& gdng mic ca, nhwng mén hang trong nhw
dd mac roéi &y cling ngdn cua cau hai mwoi lam copper. Vi da phat sinh
thém d'6 dac nén tinh thé& bét budc ciu phdi mua mdt chiéc tdi deo vai. O
day c6 khd nhiéu @0 cii v&i gid phai ching, va bing ba mwoi copper, ciu



ki¢m dworc chigc tii bing soi gai ¢6 vé chic chén. So v&i @6 16t thi c6 cam
giac kha hoi.

Khi quay lai khu nha tro cho linh tinh nguyén, moi ngwoi k€ vé nhirng
mon @6 minh da mua, & ctra hang nao v&i gid bao nhiéu, va nhirng mén
minh mudn mua I4n t&i. Cudc tro chuyén rom ra hao hirng quéa nén mai van
chwra ai ngdl nGi. Thé roi, Ranta ban ndy vain con ndi lién thodng dot nhién
ca't ti€ng thd déu déu, va khong lau sau, Haruhiro nghe thady ti€ng ngay
ciia Moguzou. Cau ciing dinh di nga. Cau da rat mét r'oi, tha'y cling bu'on
ngt d4y, nhung khong hi€u sao y thirc clia ciu van khong chju chim siu
vao gia’c ngu.

Céu thtr goi “Manato”, va ding nhw cdu nghi, Manato van chwa ngu.
Cau &y dap lai «g ngay lap tiec. Cau chi g01 thir thé thoi chir thye ra cling
chang c6 gl mudn noi. A khong, chic chin cdu c6 rat nhiéu tht d€ néi
nhung dot nhién lai chang nay ra cau chuyén nao. Ctr im lang mai thi ki cuc
quéa. Cau phai néi gi do.

Haruhiro v6i vang bat ra cau “Cam on cau” roi cam thdy xau ho vo
cung.

“Tw nhién cau lam sao vay?” Manato cwoi néi. “Phai 1a t& cam on méi
ding.”

“Ha? Manato cam on...? Tai sao?”

“Vi moi nguoi da la dong ddi caa to. T ra't bi€t on diéu d6. Du néi
th&" nay nghe c6 vé hoi gia d6i nhung t& that sy nghi nhw vay.”

“Khong, t& khong nghi 12 gid d&i dau, nhung...” Haruhiro cin nhe &
phia bén trong ma phai. “No6i thé nao nhi, cdu da ludn gitp do bon to. Néu
khdng c6 Manato thi thue sy gay go 1dm. Nhd ma xui xéo ¢6 khi con cheamg
sdng sét noi &y chi.”

“P¢6 1a hoan canh chung ma. Néu khdng c6 Haruhiro va moi nguoi, t&
khong bi€t minh s€ ra sao nira. Nghi di nghi lai thi t& diu th€ sdng mot
minh dugc, dung khong?”

Haruhiro phan van khong bi€t c6 nén noi ra hay khong, nhwng ciu
khong khéo 1éo d&€n mirc c6 th€ gitr dwore suy nghi cia minh trong long,
ciing ching phai ngudi c6 tinh nhan nai. ... Chuyén nay, t¢ khong mudn
cdu hi€u theo nghia ki cuc dau, nhung né€u 1a Manato thi cheamg phéi cau c6



the tim bao nhi€u dong doi cling dwoe a? C6 the hoi ai d6 de xin gia nhap
to doi la xong.”

“Vao t0 doi linh tinh nguyén? N6i thit, t& gan nhw chwa ting nghi dén
chuyén d6. C6 18 t& khong mudn cii dau trede nguwdi khac. Chic 1a t& rat
d& trong cdc mdi quan hé trén dudi. Vi t& ching nhé dwoe minh da lam gi
trede khi d&n day nén ciing khong rd 14m.”

“A..”” N6i vy ciing ding. Dl ¢6 ¢& nhé lai nhitng chuyén ldc trude thi
ciu ciing chi cdm thay nhw bit dwoc thit gi d6 mdng lung, khong con hinh
dang. R'6i cau quén ludn chinh ban than cam giac d6. C6 1€ cau chflng ranh
rang d€ ma nghi nggi. “Dwong nhw di€ém do t& cling gidng Manato.”

“Cheamg hi€u sao...” Manato hinh nhw hoi lwong ly, “t& cdm thd'y minh
khong phai nguoi dang dwoe cac ciu coi la d6ng doi.”

“Lam gi...” ¢o chuyén do, cau nghi. Du nghi vy nhung cdu khong dam
khaamg dinh. Cau chi bi€t d&n mot Manato sau khi da dé€n noi ddy. Manato
cling vdy. Chinh Manato cling khong bi€t gi vé ban than minh. Tat nhién,
Haruhiro cting th€'.

Cang nghi cdu cang khong hi€u gi. Chinh vi viy, t6t hon hét la dung
nghi ntra. C6 nghi cling chging lam dwoc gi. Béi vi, cau khong thé€ nho ra
chuyén gi ca.

Céc cau co viéc phai lam. Viéc phai lam ndi cach khac 1a s6ng sot. Phai
ki€m ra tién.

“Manato ctia trede kia th¢’ ndo,” Haruhiro c& y néi bang giong twoi
tinh, “cling cheamg lién quan gi ca. Chfmg ai d€ y dau. Manato cua hién tai
dang la dong ddi cua bon t& ma? Gidng nhw la tha linh vay. Khong cé cau
thi bon t& khd 1dm day.”

“Khong c6 cac cau, t& cling chzamg on chit nao.”

Haruhiro git dau. Nhwng Manato dang & ting dwdi, cdu cd gat dau thi
cdu Ay cling khong thdy dwoc. Cau phai Ién ti€ng, néi dieu gi d6. Nhung
phai néi gi day...? Trong ldc cdu con phan van, Manato bat cwoi. “Nhwng
moi thir cling la that ddy. Khdng hi€u bon minh dang lam gi nhi? Ki€m nay,
roi ma phdp nay, cr nhw game vay.”

“Game 2? Pung that...” Haruhiro chép chép mét va nghiéng dau. «...
Game la, th& nao nhi...?”



“O?” Manato cling nghi ngei mot ldc. “... To khong bi€t. Nhung vira
r'6i t& dd néi nhi, rang hién tai gidng nhr game. Liic d6 té nghi vay day.”

“U, t& ciling nghi ‘qua 1a vay’ khi nghe cu néi ra. Nhung néu 12 game
thi n6 l1a game ki€u gi nhi? Game...”

Cau cam thay khoé chiu. La céi cam gidc kho chiu gidng nhw ¢é gi d6
méc & ¢& ma khong th€ ndo 14y ra dwoc. Nhung chic chin cdu nén 13
li€m né di. Gior khong phai lic cho viéc d6. Ngay mai, bon Haruhiro van s&
dén khu thanh ¢t Damurou. Cau ngdp mot cdi. Cudi cung cling ngu duoc
roi.



11. Dimg di
. Ding di
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“... Mot con dang d&n chd may da’y, Ranta!” Nghe Haruhiro goi, Ranta ddp
lai ngay 14p tiec. “Pa rd! May khong noi thi tao cling biét roi...!”

Moguzou va Manato & tuyén truedc thu hit dwoc ba con goblin. Mot
con trong s& d6 lao vé phia Yume va Shihoru ¢ tuyén sau. Haruhiro ciing
Ranta & tuy&n gitra chi€m vi tri sau lwng va bén swon 1ii goblin d&€ hd tror
tdn cong nhung van phai bdo vé ddi ding sau. Vi vdy, Ranta, ngudi ding
gan hai ¢6 ban & tuyén sau, s€ dén ddu con goblin. Pa xdp xi mwoi ba
ngay troi qua k€ tir khi bit d4u sin lii goblin & khu thanh cii Damurou, nén
bon cdu c6 th€ phdi hop vdi nhau v cling nhudn nhuyén. Thinh thodng
Ranta van say swra v&i ki ning hay phong cdch chién dd'u cia ban thin, 1am
cho ca nhom chealng con phdi hgp ph6i hi€c gi hét. L'an nay thi on roi.

“Hay a...! Anger [Ct ddm phan nd]...!”

... C6 1€ 1a khong.

Tw ngoai tdm cha ké dich, Ranta dit khodt lao dén, ddm thanh trwong
ki€m ra, st dung ki ndng m&i hoc gin day va tregt muc ti€éu mdt cach hoan
héo. ““... Gi!? Thi ra may khong phai mdt con goblin tAm thwong nhi...!?”

“Nhin thé& nao thi né cling chi 1a m6t con goblin tdm thwong thoi!”
Haruhiro ra hiéu bing mét véi Manato. N&u chi ¢6 hai con thi Moguzou va
Manato rd rang van chju dwoc. Haruhiro chay dén, chém vao lung con
goblin dang tdn cong Ranta bang thanh ki¢m gi sét.

“Chét tiét...!” Ranta vira chdn thanh ki€m gi cia con goblin vwa liéc
nhin Haruhiro. Prrng c¢6 nhin tao, Haruhiro vira nghi vira ¢d dinh muc tiéu.
Khong chi Ranta ghi nhé dwge ki ndng m&i. Moi ngwdi déu Tan lwot hoc
trng ki nang mot tw guild cia minh. Nhwng, do m&i ghi nhé, nén chi &
muc do biét dwoe cach dung ma thoi. Cau chfmg ¢6 chut xfu ty tin nao d€
nghi ring minh c6 th& 4p dung né hiéu qua trong thyc chién, nhung néu
khong tich cyc thir nghiém thi cdu cling khong thye sy st dung dwgrc né du



mat thoi gian dén thé nao. Pay con la ki nang ciu t6n mot mén tién 1on
m&i hoc dwgre. Cau nha't quyét sé ndm duwoc né cho ma coi.

“Manh miéng thi né6i vay...”

Con goblin ludn d€y ding sau, chdc chdc quay lai nhin, vira 16¢ chéc di
chuyén, vira vung thanh ki€m gi sét d€ dan du ciu. Pong tic ctia né 1am clu
khong sao nhim tring dwore. Ranta ma déng dinh con goblin lai khong cho
n6 cir dong thi t6t bi€t ma’y, nhung hi vong vao ciu ta qua la sai lam. Pung
d6i mat voi ké dich khong phai 1a nhiém vu ctia Ranta. Haruhiro cling vay.
Ca Ranta va Haruhiro déu s¢ bi chém tring nén tim moi cach vong ra sau
lung ho#ic cling 14m 12 sang bén swon k& dich. Chinh vi vay, hai dira m&i ¢é
cai by dang chay vong quanh con goblin. Pwong nhién, con goblin chflng
mudn bi chém vao lung nén ciing xoay vong vong, khi€n moi thir rdi tinh
r01 mu.

“Troi a! Hai nguoi dang lam gi thé!” Yume rit dao san x6ng vao con
goblin. Con goblin c¢6 vé bi giat minh. Pdng tic ctia nd dwng lai trong mot
khodnh khic. Yume vung dao sin vé& thanh hinh chit x. “Thép ti chéo...!”

“Gya!” Con goblin nhanh chéng Iti xudng nhwng van dinh vé&t chém
nong kéo tir vai d&€n nguc. Pung lic nd quay lung vé phia Haruhiro. La liic
nay, Haruhiro nghi. Khi ciu nghi vay thi co’ th€’ da ty chuyén dong roi.
Loang mdt cai, Haruhiro ap sit con goblin va ddm dao gdm vao lung né.
Backstab [Pam sau lwng]. Con goblin chi midc mot bd gidp da mém. Co 1€
vi vy ma con dao gdm clia Haruhiro c§m thing vao t&i mudi centimet.
Tha’y con goblin dinh quay lai, Haruhiro ding hét stc rit con dao ra va lui
ve phia sau. Con goblin ndn ra mdu, tuy c6 1€ né dinh lam gi d6 nhwng roi1
né dot nhién d6 4p xudng. N6 van con co giat, nhweng hoti thd thi thoi thép.
Né&u khong chic né da ndi dién 1én roi.

«... Ua?” Haruhiro hét nhin con dao gam cua ban than lai nhin d&€n con
goblin nga dudi dat. “Vay Ia, tring r'oi a? Thé 1a tdt, hay khong t6t...?”

“Oa!? Phai cho né mdt ci két lidu nira!” Ranta nhidy b& dén chd con
goblin, nén thanh treong ki€m xudng cd nd. “Pwgc roi! LAy dwoc Vice
[Ac dirc] roi!”

Yume nhiu may thanh hinh chi¥ bat. “L'An nao Yume ciing nghi 13, hic
am ki s ding Ia I da man nhi.”



“Da man cai gi! Phai n6i hoa mi hon 1a tan ac chi! Héc 4m kj si bon tdi
phuc vu Than béng t&i Skullhell, 1a nhirng ki si khéng c¢6 mau hay nwdc
mét, hung 4c tan bao, mau lanh vo tinh!”

“Ohm Rel Ekt...” Shihoru vira dung gdy v€ nhirng van ty nguyén t& vira
ni¢m than chu. “Vel Darsh...!”

Phap su sé st dung nang lyc cia nhirng sinh vat ma thuit goi la nguyén
td. Th Shihoru dang kéu goi 1a nguyén t& bong td'i, nhin qua trong gidng
mot dam tdo mau den. N6 phat ra am thanh déc treng r'oi bay di. B6 1a phép
Shadow Beat [Nhip di€u bong t61]. Hinh nhw Shihoru da quyét dinh hoc
Darsh Magic [Ma phdp béng t&i] thay vi Arve Magic [Ma phép hda diém]
hodc Kanon Magic [Ma phap bang két] hay Falz Magic [Ma phdp dién tu].
Ch:flng hi€u sao, Haruhiro c6 cam gidc Iwa chon d6 bdc 10 ra tinh cach cua
co ay.

Nguyén t& béng t&i ddnh tring sau d4u con goblin dang gidng co v&i
Manato. Trong khoanh khic, khong chi dau ma toan bo than hinh cta con
goblin khé run ray. Con goblin phét ra ti€ng “Ga ga” ki quic. Shadow Beat
[Nhip diéu béng t&i] 1a phép thuat giy t&n thwong bing dao dong fan s&
cao chir khong phai bing nhiét d6 cao, khi lanh, dong dién hay va cham.
Chop thoi co, Manato dung cay doan treong ddnh manh vao con goblin r'oi
dap nga nd. Ranta hung bao lao t&i td'n cdng con goblin da nga lan ra. “Hay
a! Hatred [Nhat chém thu han]...!”

Ra don bdi thém 1a chiéu dic y cta Ranta. Mic dii v&i con goblin da
y€u di va nga guc thi chflng can dung dén ki nang lam gi. Nhung li 1€ 2y
khong #n thua v&i Ranta. Thanh tredng ki€m ctia Ranta cit con goblin ra
lam d6i trong mdt nhat... hoac khong. Thanh trrong ki€m chém cOp mot
cai vao bén canh dau con goblin nhwng lai bi hdp so ctia né lam bat nguoc
lai. Viéc nay khi€n Ranta 1€n con. “May! Céi @6 ldo xwoe! Cho may chét
nay! Chét nay! Chét nay...!”

Trong khi Ranta dang bt nat con goblin da sdp ngdm, ciu cin phai thu
don ndt con goblin con lai dang ddu voi Moguzou. Ma khéng, c6 vé
Haruhiro chfmg can phai lam gi ntra. Con goblin vwra kéu 1én “Gya gya!”
vira vung thanh ki€m gi sét, con Moguzou virng vang chdng d& bang thanh
cu ki€m cta minh. C4u ay da vao tw thé Bind [Chan ki€m]. Khi thanh th&
nay, Moguzou rat manh. Ciu 2y c6 lgc cénh tay, lai con hoc ki nang
chuyén sang tdn cong tw trang thdi Bind [Chan ki€m].



“Gu a...” Moguzou di chuyén thanh cy ki€m nhw cuén 18y thanh ki€m
gi roi dung mii ki€m chém ngay mat con goblin. La don Wind [Cudn 18y].
Moguzou khong nhanh nhwng kha khéo 1€o. Con goblin h6t hoang lui
xudng. Haruhiro hét: “T&i di!” Moguzou budc tdi, chém chéo xudéng mot
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dwong ki€m day siec manh. “Cam on...!

La don Rage Blow [Cud danh thinh nd]. P61 voi chi€n binh, diy 1a ki
nang co’ ban ctia co’ ban dwgc day trong ki hudn luyén linh m&i, dweong nhw
ai nhin ciing c¢6 th& bat chwde 1am theo, nhung tung don ding thoi diém va
danh trung co6 I€ lai ra't kho. Nhan ti€én, khong bi€t vi sao don Rage Blow
[Cd danh thinh nd] ciia Moguzou hay di kém vi ti€ng ho “Cam on...”, nén
trong nhém né dwoe goi 12 Cdm on trdm. Trai nguoc v&i cdi tén c6 vé dé
thwong, uy lyc ctia né twong d6i khing. Moguzou chém thanh cy ki€m tw
ba vai dén gitra ngwc con goblin. Kéu Ién “Hay!” mdt ti€ng, Moguzou cl
thé” vung thanh cy ki€m 1€n, lam con goblin vang ra xa nhw bi ném di.

“Yahoo...!” Ranta chay lai, dung thanh treong ki€m dam boi lién ti€p
vao con goblin. Cau khong phai Yume nhung ciing thdy that dd man. Lam
céi chuyén nhw thé hoan toan 1a 1ii man r¢r. Ranta dung dao c4t cai tai nhon
cia con goblin roi hét 1én. “A ha ha! LAy dwoc ba Vice [Ac dirc] 1ién!
TSng cong c6 muwdi modt Vice roi! Ac linh ctia minh lai manh 1én nira! Lic
nao né thich 1a né s& thi thAm vao tai ké dich d&€ qua’y nhiéu chiing! That
tuyét!”

“Liic nao né thich a...” Haruhiro thé dai. “Con dc linh ctia hic 4m kj si
ding la cheamg duore tich sw gi.”

“Nay! Tao khong th€ phot 100 cdu vira r'oi dau nhé, Haruhiro! Pung ¢6
ma ngang nhién khinh thwong Zodiakun cia tao, né s€ nguyén riia may
day!”

Zodiakun 13 tén Ranta dit cho 4c linh ciia minh. A khong, chic tén
chinh thirc cta né la Zodiac, con Zodiakun 1a biét danh. Tén thi sao ciing
dworc, cai chinh 1a né vo tich sw.

“Thi may chi goi dwo'c né vao mdi budi tdi con gi.”

“P6 ngdc. HE thu dwore hon muwdi mot Vice [Ac dic] nd sé 1én cip va
c6 th€ triéu h'6i dwgrc khi mit troi 1dn va tredre lde mat troi moc day!”

“Thong thwong, trede khi mat troi 1dn 1a bon minh vé dén Alterna r'oi.
Con tredc khi mat trori moc thi ca 1 con dang ngad.”



“Um. Puing vay, nhung...” Yume vira ph'ong ma ra vé nhw gian ddi, vira
sang méat 1&én, d& 16 mot nét bicu cam kha 12 phirc tap. “Trdi ngwoc v&i cha
nudi 12 Ranta, Zodiakun c6 chit dé thwong d6 nha.”

“T6i khdng phdi chd nuéi! Pau cé nudi dwoc ac linh! Néi ding ra la
Zodiakun dang 4m t6i. Vi no la 4c linh ma!”

“... N6i vay 1a,” Shihoru cii dau, cwoi khic khich, “trede khi nguyén
ria Haruhiro thi Ranta da bi nguyén rda ma't roi...”

“A W, 12 the' d6. L... 1a the  that 4!? Khong diia chit? Zodiakun, may dang
nguyén rua tao day a? Pua a? Zodiakun? Viéc do6 la th€ nao? Ma dang la
ban ngay nén khéng hoi n6 dworc...”

“Moi nguwoi vat va roi.” Manato nhin quanh ca bon véi vé mat twoi
cuoi. “Co vé... khong ai bj thwong nhi, nhwng néu dau chd nao thi néi vdi
to nhé. N&u khong c6 chuyén gi thi cling ki€m tra tdi goblin thoi.”

“T6i, toi, toi! Toi lam! BEtoi! BE da’y cho t6i!”

Bén trong ba chi€c tii goblin cé bay dong bac, hai vién da cé vé c6 gia
tri, ba khuc xwong va rang nanh khong bi€t c6 ban duwgc hay khong cung
ma’y do linh tinh trong 1o rang 1a khong ban dwoce. Tuy thudc vao gid tri
clia ma’y vién da ma bon cau cé th€ thu vé nhi€u thi hon mwoi silver, it
cling duore tam silver.

Bay gio’ sdang bon cau ra khdi Alterna, d&€n khu thanh cti Damurou vao
khoang tdm gio, dwa theo vi tri ciia mat trovi thi ldc nay da qua trea. Bon
Haruhiro chon qua loa, cé the goi 1a don dep xadc may con goblin, roi quyét
dinh nghi trra & cdch d6 mot quang. Moi ngwdi déu mang theo banh mi
hay thit kho trong tdi deo vai hodc tii xach. Ba dén gio an trwa vui vé roi.

“A, phdi cAu nguyén nita né.” Yume ding dao cit mdt miéng thit kho
mong dit xudng dat, chip hai tay va nhim mét. “Bach than Elrihi iu diu,
xin cam on ngwei. Con xin chia cho ngwoi mot chit @6 an, mong sau nay
cling dwgc gidp do’ nhiéu nhiéu.”

“Vu d6,” Haruhiro bé banh mi. Banh mi mua & Ti€ém banh Tattan ngay
tredre Thi tra’n phia Tay tuy 1a loai ré tién va cirng kinh khung, nhweng mui
vi van kha ngon, “la nghi thitc quy dinh trong luat clia guild tho' sin nhi?
MOdi T4n dn com déu phéi cing mdt chiit cho than ding khong?”

“Pung th& d6.” Yume mé to mét, quay mit vé phia ciu. “Bach th#n
Elrihi iu dd’'u 12 mdt con sé1 cyc by nhé. Ngoai ra cling c6 mdt con sO1 cuc



bu khdc 14 Hic than Raigil nra. M61 quan hé cia Bach than Elrihi iu dau
voi Raigil thi vo cung t€ hai. The san dwore Elrihi iu dd'u bao vé nén madi ¢
th& sin bit binh yén mdi ngay d6.”

“Nghia 1a, tin ngwong nhi. Tin ngwong ctia thg sdn tin vao Bach thian
Elrihi phai khong? VAy ma céu lai goi la ‘iu ddu’ voi ca ‘cho nguoi mot
chit d6 an’ thi ¢6 sao khong ha?”

“Hong sao dau.” Yume cwoi khanh khach. “Elrihi iu ddu rong lwong
14m nén Yume nghi ngudi sé chéng gian vi chuyén co nay dau. Thyec ra,
Yume ciing chwa bi gidn bao gio ma.”

“... Ta&'m long,” Shihoru can thdn ¢cAm mot thir trong nhw chi€c donut.
“T¢o nghi tdm 1ong cta Yume da truyén dwoc toi cac vi than. TS thi nghi
vay, nhung...”

Manato ghé miéng vao chiéc tdi da dgng nwdc, roi gt dau néi: “U.
Cau tw 1a quan trong nhung viéc né c6 chira dgng t&m long hay khong con
quan trong hon. Ma phdp dnh sdng cda tu si bon t& n€u niém chi sai sé
khong phat dong dwgc nhung 1o cau nguyén dén Elrihi dau giong thé
dung khong?”

“Tam 1dong ¥ 2, Yume ¢ nhiéu, nhiéu 1dm.” Yume dang rong hai tay.
“Budi td1i, khi Yume di ngd, Elrihi iu dau ra't hay xuat hién trong gidc mo
nha. Yume hdi ring Yume c6 th& cudi Elrihi iu ddu dwoc khong, thé 1a
Elrihi iu ddu bao la dwore. Elrihi iu dd'u cho Yume cwdi 1én ngwoi roi chay
vl mot cdi, cwe nhanh luén 4y. R6i Yume néi la tuyét voi qua.”

“... Céi ciu chuyén d6,” Ranta vira nhop nhép nhai thit khd vira lam mat
khé chiu, “c6 két thic dang hoang ddy chk? Toi da cd chiu dwng nghe
chuyén ctda ba t&i tdn day r'oi, n€u ba chwa chuan bi mot két thic dit di€m
ter t€ thi toi s€ noi khuing da’y, nghi€m tic luén.”

“K&ét thiic tir t8?” Yume chép chép mét va nghiéng dau. “Khong c6 cdi
da’y dau?”

“Ac!” Ranta thodi mai bung lua. “Ba 13 ¢ dai ngdc a! Ping c6 k& may
cau chuyén dai thuwot ma khong ¢ két thic tir t&! Nho t6i khong the thoat
ra va ché€t chim trong vong xody ti€u cwc hi vong r'oi bi phan bdi thi ba lam
duorc gi cho to1!”

“CéAu...” Shihoru 1i nhi néi, “c viéc chét chim luén la dwoc...”



“A!” Ranta chi tay vao Shihoru. “A a! A a a! Tdi nghe thdy roi, toi
nghe th&’y r'6i nhé, Shihoru, ba vira bao tdi chét di ding khong, nay!?”

“... T chi n6i ciu chét chim luén cling dworc thoi.”

“Chfmg phai ba con can than kém thém ca nguyén nhan chét diy a!
That t6i t&! That 1a hanh vi ha cdp d6i voi mdt con nguwoi! Ba la ac nix xau
xa dai gian dai 4c nha' trong lich st!”

“Khong can d€’ y dau, Shihoru.” Yume 6m 18y Shihoru roi xoa dau co
dy. “Du sao cling la loi ma ké t6i t€ nhat loai ngwoi ndi thdi &y ma.
Shihoru chfmg c6 gi xau ca. Ké xau la cdi tén toi té€ nhat loai nguoi kia.
Tén d6 t6i té qua the, toi t€ dén mirc c6 1€ khong con la ngwoi nra y.”

“T6i 1a con ngwoi da'y nhé!”

Khi Haruhiro n6i “Du may 1a d6 dau xu?”’, Ranta lién kheamg dinh mot
cdu “Pung vay! Du tao 1la d6 d4u xu...”. Sau d6 ciu ta lwom cu r'oi vo
tung mai toc xoan tit tho 10. “Ch?ing lién quan gi d€n dau xu hét, thim chi
c6 th€ xem nod la diéu kién d€ lam con nguoi ciing dwoe y! Ké khong ¢6
dau xu khoéng phai con nguoi! Tui bdy thd'y sao!”

“... N&u vdy,” Moguzou nudt chirng mot cdi banh mi trong nhw nim
da'm, “t& khong 1a con ngwdi ciing ching sao.”

“Yume ciing thé”, ““... T ciing vay”, “Ca t& nira”.

“Doi da!” Manato bay ra vé mat nghi€m tic mot cach ki la. “Céc cau
binh tinh nghi thit xem? Cé thye dau xu 1a van d€ khong? Té nghi 1a khdng
phai. Pau xu khong cé tdi. Pau xu chaalng cé gi xau ca. Ngwoc lai, dau xu
c6 khi con 1a ké bi hai thi sao.”

“H4?” Ranta bt mai téc quan. “... K& bi hai? N6 4? Twc la, ngwoi giy
hai...1a t61 2!? Y 6ng la do tdi ma dau xi m&i mang ti€hg 4c ding khong!?”

“T¢& dua thoi, Ranta.”

“Manato! Ong ltic ndo cling cudi toe toét, nén toi hoan toan khong phan
biét dwoc 6ng dua hay that dau! Ong 12 tén xau bung mang mit na cwdil!”

“P... @6, d6 xau bung 4!” Shihoru dirng bat diy. Mat c¢6 &y dd bung,
dau nhw c6 khoéi bdc 1én. “K... khong, khong phai d6 xau bung! M...
Manato khong c¢6 nhw thé? Ciu s... stra lai di! N... ngay bay gio’! Nhanh
1én!”



“.. A, . Ranta co vdi lai. “Ma, chuyén do6 &y ma? To61 khong thuc sy
nghi vay dau nhé? DA’y chi 1a bop chat, 101 qua ti€ng lai thoi.”

“Cau... cau stra lai di!”

“Biét roi, toi bi€t roi. Toi s€ sra lai. Manato khong phdi la d6 xau
bung. Bung ctia Manato ra't dep. Hom nio di tim ciing nhin thay nén toi
bi¢t. RA't tring, bung clia Manato y. Thit ddy. Trang bdc, so v&i con trai.
Ma c6 18 so v&i tiéu chudh clia con gdi van 12 tring &y chi.”

“Tr... tring...” Shihoru 130 d4o. “... Bung Manato, tring... Di tim...”

“Bung t& tring khdng nhi?” Manato vén bd 4o tu si ciing 4o 16t bén
dudi 1én. “Té tha’y khdng d&n mirc &y. Haruhiro, trong t& ¢6 trang khong?”

“A, Wr...” Haruhiro so sanh gitta Shihoru va Manato. Manato ciing tréng
tréo nhung ciu nghi Shihoru van tring hon. Nhung d6 khong phai van deé.
Liic trrdc ciu da 1o md cam thay roi, nhung gid thi gan nhw chic chin.
Shihoru ¢6 cam tinh vé&i Manato. Chgng 1€ Manato khong nhin ra? Khong
the c6 chuyén d6, vi cau &y chéc chin khong cham tiéu d&n thé. Vdy nikc la
cdu ay dang gid vo khong nhdn ra ching? Néu thé, co 1€ la do Manato
khong co cdm xiic twong tw. Shihoru thdt ddng thwong. Ma viéc minh nght
co Gy ddng thwong ciing ci sai sai kiéu gi ay. “N6i trdng thi qua c6 tring.
U. R4t tring. Da lai con min mang nira.”

“...Da, min, mang...” Shihoru trong nhw sip ng. “Min, mang... Da...”

“Shihoru ¢6 sao khéng?” Yume d¢ 18y Shihoru. “Shihoru ma c twdng
trong thii qua nhw thé nay thi gay 14m, nén gitr chirng muc thdi nha.
Shihoru? Shihoru?”

“Nyu...” Shihoru bdm 14y Yume, mét ctt nhrr dang ddo vong tron.

Tiéu roi, Haruhiro nghi. Minh da noi diéu gi do thwa thdi a? Thdi do
ctia c6 4y c6 chiit dé thwong, ma ciing c6 thé ndi la thii vi, nén minh lo
mom roi.

Ranta xi mot cdi roi quay phét di, bit dau gim banh mi. Cau ta c6 vé
khong thich thd. Tai sao vdy nhi? Lé nao Ranta c6 ¥ véi Shihoru? Hdn ta
cdu kinh vi Shihoru co vé thich Manato a? Néu diing la vdy thi Ranta, may
nén xem lai bdn than minh thi hon. Boi vi, may da chc”;ng lam dworc nhirng
viéc con gdi wng thi chd, ma con toan gdy ra nhitng chuyén dé bi ghét thoi.

“Bon minh da tré thanh mot t6 doi ra't tot r'oi.” Manato thi tham.

“Sao?”



“Pdi phé v&i ba con goblin nhw vira nay cling thanh chuyén binh
thwong. Vi chealng ai bi thwong nén k& ca nghi rang bon minh thira sirc 1am
vi€c nay thi cing khdng sai. Yume dung dao san thanh thao hon cung té€n
nhiéu. Ciu cling c¢6 nhiéu sirc manh nira. Néu nghi ra cach thi ¢6 khi bon
minh con x& dwgrc bon con &y chir.”

“A, viéc d6 thi...” Haruhiro thi twdng twong. Moguzou va Manato mdi
ngwoi mdt con, Haruhiro, Ranta va Yume c6 th€ chéng d& dwore hai con.
Cau cam thA’y cd bon s& xoay x& dwoc néu c6 the khdng ché ching bang
Shadow Beat [Nhip diéu béng tdi] cta Shihoru réi nhanh chéng xtir gon
mdt con. “U, bdn con c6 1€ cling 6n nhi?”

“Moguzou qua thyc ra't dang tin. DU gi thi cdu ciing to con, chi ¢an c6
mat la da gay ap lyc cho d6i phwong roi. Cau dung ki€m ra't chuan xac nén
s€ 1a yéu t& quy€t dinh & nhirng thoi di€m quan trong.”

“U, t& cling nghi viy. Moguzou ding 1a ra't khéo 10.”

Moguzou nud't chirng cdi banh mi. “... C6 1€, 1a vay? T¢ cling khong rd
ntra. Nh... nhwng t& kha thich nhirtng cong viéc ti mi.”

Bj Ranta gidn c4 chém thét qudt “Ching hop v&i ong ti naol”,
Moguzou rut ¢& “U, rm, t& cling, nghi vay...”

“Viéc d6 t6t ma.” Haruhiro thoang lwom Ranta. “Moguzou ciling chéng
tap nham nhw ai d6 dau.”

“Ha? Gi vay, vira ndi tao dd’y a? Tao con c¢6 tén khdc 12 CO mdy chinh
xac cuong phong day nhé.”

Yume vira d& danh Shihoru vira quing cho Ranta dnh mét lanh lung.
“Lam quai gi c6 ai goi Ranta nhw the".”

“Ranta ciing tuyét 1dm chit.” Dya vao bi€u cdm &n hoa ctia Manato, ¢
1€ khdng phai ciu &y dang néi dua. “DPac biét 1a tw thé” tin cong thwong
dung cua ciu. Cau khdng so’ tha't bai nén chic chén sé st dung thanh thao
dwoc ki nang nhanh hon ba't cir ai. Ngoai Ranta ra, tdt cd moi nguoi, k€ ca
to’, néi that 1a déu than trong. N&u khong c6 Ranta, cé 1€ ca bon sé khong
th€ tién 1én phia trwde.”

“Cfi... cling phai?” Ranta d3o mét lién h'6i. C6 1& ciu ta dang bdi rdi.
“Toi 12 the” d6. C6 mdy tién 1én cu'dng phong ma?”

Haruhiro vAn phdi nhdy vao bit bé mot ci. “Cd mdy chinh x4c cudng
phong thi sao roi1...7”



“Shihoru thi...” Manato kh& hit vao. Haruhiro dodn ring ciu &y qua
nhién da nhin ra tinh cam cda Shihoru. “... Shihoru quan sat rat t6t moi thir
xung quanh. Darsh Magic [Ma phdp béng t61] thi lai ¢6 nhiéu céc phép
thuat qua’y r61 muc ti€u hay cam chan ké dich. Shihoru muén hoc Darsh
Magic [Ma phap béng t&i] vi nho nd, cau c6 thé gitp do dong ddi trong
nhirng tinh huéng khan cdp, b&i cdu muén cru moi nguoi, ¢ phai
khong?”

Shihoru ngan ra trong chdc lat, khong néi gi ma chi gat dau cai rup.
Haruhiro ting nghi, viéc chon mét con dwong c6 phian quai g&, chir khong
phai nhitng thit dé hi€u nhw Itra, bing, sam sét ¢é gi d6 ra't gidng phong
cach ctia Shihoru. Hod ra khéng phdi vdy sao? Khong phdi van dé so thich
don thudn, Shihoru da suy nght rdt can than. Minh la dé ngdc. Minh chéng
biét gi.

Manato nhin d€n Yume. “Yume thi khong hé s¢ hai. C6 1€ trong nhém
bon minh, ciu l1a ngwoi ding cam nha't cling nén. V&i vai tro 1a mot Healer
[Nguwoi chira tri], t& mong ciu s& can than hon, nhung t& van ludn nghi
ring, khi chuyén gi d6 xay ra, c6 1& Yume s& c6 mit d€ gitip d5.”

“Yume 4?” Yume chi vao ban than, mat dai ra. “Vay sao? Yume cé can
dam khong nhi? Yume cdm thdy chwa ai n6i minh nhw thé” ca. Nhung c6 1€
Yume thwong khong nghi dén s hai. Vu la the sin nhung dung cung dé té
thi tha cho Yume di.”

“Ai cling ¢6 nhitng viéc minh d& hodc khong lam dwoc.” Manato
dwong nhu dang néi cho ban than nghe. “Néu chi ¢6 mdt minh, ¢6 1€ s€ gip
ca tinh huéng nguy hi€m dén tinh mang, nhung bon minh con c6 dong doi
& bén. Té nghi bon minh chi ¢an bu trie cho nhau 1a dwore.”

“Ra vay.” Yume gét ddu lia lia. “Ptng th&". Tw gio’ tré di cé 1€ con giy
nhiéu phién phitc cho ca doi, nhung Yume ciing s& c& ging ngic sung nén
mong moi ngwoi gitp do nhé.”

Ranta khit mii. “Khong phai ngwe sung ma la cyc sung. Nguc sung
nghe nhw kieu mdt loai ngwe dac biét y.”

“Nguc sung...” Yume so vao ngwc minh, “la ngwc thé” nao nhi? Nguc
sung. Chic cdch xa nguc 1ép ctia Yume dén ma’y doi y nhi.”

Bi cu6n theo ciu chuyén, Haruhiro c& 1i€u minh héi thi, “... C6 ho
hang ha?”



Yume nhin Haruhiro v&i vé mat cwe ki nghiém tdc. “Haru nghi 1a ¢6 ho
hang khong?”

“Ch... chju. Ai bi€t duwoec.”

“Ciing khong biét nira. Nguyc sung. Nghe am thanh thi ciing hoi dé
theong day.”

“Ng...” Moguzou néi. Thay 4nh mit cd bon tip trung vao minh,
Moguzou thodng cdi d& m6 hdi trdn, hét 1ic dau lai xua tay. “Kh... kh...
kho... khong c6 gi, dau. Th... that sy la khong c6 gi dau.”

“... TO md ghé.” Bi Shihoru nhin chdm cham, Moguzou cdi gim mit
xudng. Cudi cung, vi cdu 'y néi “X... xin 161", nén khong ai tra hoi gi thém,
nhung chaalng hiéi Moguzou sip néi chuyén gi nhi. Du khong phdi 1a
Shihoru nhung cau cting tha’y kha to mo.

Sau d6, ca bon vira tdn nhdm vira gidi quyét bira trira roi bat dau cudc
san buobi chiéu. Ciu nhin ra mo6t chuyén sau khi cat budc. Manato khen
ngoi nhitng ngwoi khdc nhwng lai khong noi mot lo'i nao vé minh cd? Cau
&y chi tinh co’ quén, hay Haruhiro khong c6 di€m gi dang d€ khen nggi?
Chcing nhé thwe ra Manato van luén ddanh gid minh rat thap? Minh cie nghi
la minh hay noi chuyén voii Manato. Lé nao sw ton tai ciia minh chéng la gi
ngoai doi twong tro chuyén cua cdu ay?

Cau tha'y birc boi. Nhwng bay gior cau khdng thé hoi “Nay, Manato, thé”
con t& thi sao...?”. Viéc d6 hoi... qua mirc xau ho du ¢6 1i do gi di nira.

Thoi, ciing chéng 5a0.

C6 18 cau Ay dang trf quén mat, hodc c6 the do trude khi nhic tdi
Haruhiro thi cau chuyén da doi dé tai, Ii do hin 1a mot trong hai. Cau quyét
dinh s& nghi vay. Tuy ciu van thiy hoi birc bdi. Tdp trung. Minh phdi tdp
trung.

“...Thay ro6i.”

Haruhiro gio tay 1én, ra hiéu cho d6ng ddi ding lai. Ca nhom tam nap
sau cdc chwong ngai vat. Dau tién can phdai trinh sat da. Tat nhién,
Haruhiro s€ di mt minh. Han hwru cting c6 Tan Ranta mudn di theo nhung
néi that, tha di mot minh con dé thd hon. Vi lic d6, cau chi ¢An nghi dén
ban than minh.

Sneaking [Lén lat] 1a mot trong cac thao tac cia dao tdc ma ciu nhat
dinh mu6n hoc khi tiét kiém da tién. TA't nhién, biy gio’, cAu van dang phai



chid y d€ budc di khong phit ra tiéng dong. Nhung chic phdi c6 meo gi d6.
Cau mudn bi€t may cai meo ay. Cdu mudn c6 Barbara day ching cho ciu.

Lii goblin & trong mot tdoa nha hai tAng bang da dang trén da dd nat.
Tang hai cta tdoa nha d6 gan nhw sip hét, teong tAng mot cling da d6 mot
phén. Trén tang hai gio trong giéng nhw ban céng ¢c6 moét con goblin méc
do giap chit nich nhw lam tw kim loai, deo ki€m trén lung, ngoai ra, con
goblin dang ng'6i trén san & tAng mot... ra't to lon.

Goblin thwong chi ¢6 chiéu cao trong khoang tir mot mét hai dé€n mot
mét ba. Con nao cao mdt mét tw da la kha 1on roi. V€ mat kich thuoc,
ching 1a loai chi trong dwong mot dira tré nhan loai. Nhwng con goblin d6
khong giong vay. Vi nhin tr xa nén khong biét dwore chinh xéac, nhung ¢ 1€
noé phai cao hon tr mot d€n hai co so v&i con goblin trén tang hai.

Pay la lan dau tién ciu thay mot con goblin nhw vay. V€ trang bi, n6
dang mac gidp xich sao? N6 lai con doi ca mot cdi mi gidp hinh dang don
gian ntra. Nhin tw day, cdu khéng xac dinh dwore vii khi cia n6 1a gi.

Céau di chuyén va thtr tim ki€m xung quanh tda nha nhwng c¢6 vé khong
con con nao ntra. Chi c¢6 hai con goblin la con goblin mdc gidp va con
goblin qud c& kia. Haruhiro quay lai chd moi nguoi.

“Khong on. C6 hai con, nhirng mdt con to khung khi€p. C6 khi phai
ngang bon minh.”

“La hobgoblin.” Manato hoi tron mét. “Ching 1a mdt nhanh cta goblin,
c¢6 hinh th€ rin rdi hon goblin thdng thwong. Ching ra't hung dit nhung
kém thong minh, nén cling ¢6 khi tré’ thanh nd 1€ cho goblin. Khong bi€t
an nay c6 phai the"khong?”

“0.” Ranta li&m moi. “DAn theo ca nd 1 nghia la con goblin d6 phai c6
dia vi cao 18m nhi? Néu vay, chic chin né sé mang theo nhiéu do t6t.”

Haruhiro ding dau ngén tay xoa xoa cim. “... Ping 14 né c¢é mic 4o
gidp lam tw tdA'm kim loai. Con hobgoblin cling méac gidp xich, va ddi ca ma
giap try. Cai mi giap try d6 c6 1€ con ngwei nhw bon minh cling d6i dwgre.”

“0..” Moguzou kéu 1én. Pic biét v&i chién binh phdi phan thing bai
triee dién véi ké dich nhe Moguzou, trang bi bao hd ra't quan trong, nhung
gia chia ching cyc cao. Bon cdu khong ¢ kha nang mua duwgc d6 mdi, con
néu la d6 ci thi cling phai vat va tim ki€m cdi nao vura ngwoi, hodc nho



tho' rén stra lai. Chinh vi vy, tat thdy moi nguwoti, k€ cd Moguzou, vin dang
dung nhirng thir nhan dwoc tw guild.
“Hai con a?” Manato nhin xu6ng, hinh nhw dang lwong ly.

“Hwm.” Yume nhin chéo 1én trén. “T& nghi bon minh c6 thé x& dwoc
hai con.”

“T¢&,” Shihoru nim chit cAy giy, “nghi 14, dau tién s& nhim vao mot
con, n&u bén tring dwoc né bing ma thudt thi sau d6 c6 18, s& dé dang
hon...”

“Yume ciing s& thtr ding cung tén bin piu mdt phat. Du cé trreot thi
gobchin ciling bi giat minh, va chiing ta s€ x& dwoc ching thoi.”

Manato nhin mét lwgt gwong mét nhirng ngwoi dong ddi. Moi nguoi
buwng birng khi thé”. C6 1€ do lic ndy dwoc Manato khen ngoi nén si khi caa
c& bon déu dang cao. Mitc do hung phan hon hin binh thudng. Haruhiro
thi khong nhw vdy nén cdu ciing hoi cam tha’y bi ra ria, nhung cdu khong
nén doi gdo nwdre lanh vao lic moi nguoi dang hao hirng. Khi Haruhiro 1én
tiéng “Vay thi lam chx?”, Manato git dau. “Pwoc r'oi, lam th6i.”

Chién thuat ngay 1ap tic dwoc quyét dinh. Haruhiro cing Yume,
Shihoru di ddu, trede tién sé thwe hién tan cong twr xa. Tdi giai doan ké
dich chd y d&n cac cau, Moguzou va Manato sé x0ng Ién tredc. Moguzou
gitr chan con hobgoblin, con Manato chiu trach nhiém v&i con goblin mac
gidp, Haruhiro, Ranta va Yume s& tdn cOng tr phia sau hodc bén swon,
Shihoru h tro’ tir xa bang ma thuat.

Ca bon ding thanh vong tron, dit chong tay 1én nhau. Sau cau hd
“Chi€n dau” nho nhd ctia Manato, ca bon nha't loat ha't tay, d¢ dat dong
thanh n6i “HEt minh!”

Khéng biét tir liic ndo, cd nhém bit dau 1am viéc nay d€ Ién tinh thén,
nhung trong thAm tdm, Haruhiro van thay ki la. “... DOng tic nay 1a th& nao
nhi?”

“... Khong biét ntra?”” Shihoru nghiéng dau. “Nhwng khong hi€u sao, t&
thd’y quen quen.”

“Yume ciing tha'y vdy. D th&’, Yume vAn khong biét né 1a céi gi. La that
day.”

Haruhiro din Yume va Shihoru tién lai gin tda nha hai ting. Ba nguoi
Manato, Moguzou va Ranta cting bam theo sau, cich bon Haruhiro sau, bay



mét. Khong tinh dén cung tén, phép thuit hinh nhw ciing c6 tdm béin
khoang mwoi mét. Khong biét bon ciu c6 thé ti€p can d&n khoang cach
muoi mét hay khong? C6 1€ s€ hoi khé khian, ma ding hon 1a khdng the.
Do cdi tweong rao nay. Bon ciu con cach toa nha hai fang d€n mwoi 1am
mét. N&u tiéhn Ién tiép tr chd nay thi bon goblin ¢6 1€ sé nhin ra mat.

Haruhiro ghé mat vao tai Shihoru. Khi dinh néi thdm v&i ¢6, ciu ngiri
thay mdt mui hwong ngon ngot ra't dic biét khi€n cau kho thé. “... Shihoru,
ciu xtrc céi gi a?”

“...Ha? Cadi gi la sao co'?”

“Khong, khong c6 gi. Xin 18i. Cau c¢6 ngdm duorc tir ddy khong? Ciling
hoi xa mot chit day.”

“... T& sé thit. Nhung khong ty tin 1dm.”

Khi Shihoru dit tay 1én nguwc, lang 1€ hit thé sau, Yume cling givong
cung va lap tén.

L goblin vin chwa nhin vé bén nay.

Hai c6 gdi nho ntra ngwoi ra khdi twong rao. Shihoru dung giy v€ van
te nguyén t§. “Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!”

Tw dau gdy ctia Shihoru, nguyén t6 bong tdi trong nhw tdo cau mau den
bin ra véo mot cdi. Yume ciing ddng thdi nha tén. Miii tén bay viu phia trén
dau con goblin mic gidp, con nguyén t6 bong tdi tring vao tay trdi cua con
hobgoblin. Con hobgoblin rén 1én, co’ theé run ray. Con goblin mac gidp cé
vé cling da nhan ra miii t€n. N6 quay vE€ phia bon cdu. Haruhiro hét 1&én. “Bi
phat hién ro6i!”

“Lén thdi.” Manato ra hiéu 1énh ngay lap tic.

Con hobgoblin ¢am cdi chuy 1on ¢é gai hinh nhw dwoc dit dwdi chan
1én va lao ddo dirng day. C6 vé phép Shadow Beat [Nhip diéu béng t&i] da
¢6 tac dung. Con goblin mac gidp cling cam thir gi d6 trén tay. D6 1a cai gi?
Vii khi 4?7 Mot tht trong nhw chiéc cung nhd dwoc gin vio dau tay cam
chic chin. Con goblin mic gidp hwdng phan mii cta thit d6 vé phia bon
cau. Haruhiro nhanh chéng dit tay Ién vai Shihoru va Yume. Ciu dinh néi
“Trén di”. Nhung mii tén da bay dén trede. Shihoru va Yume bi Haruhiro
an ngo1 bét xudng da't. Haruhiro kéu 1€n mot ti€ng roi giat lui lai. Sau dé
con dau bét dau kéo d&n. Miii tén. Pa tring vao nguc phai cta ciu. Pau.
Dau qud dau qud. Haruhiro ng6i sup xudng. Doi tw thé ciing dau. Giik



nguyén ciing dau. Pau dén ndi khong thé dwoc. Shihoru bat ra ti€ng kéu
tha't thanh con Yume dat tay 1€n leng Haruhiro. “Haru...!?”

Dau. Pirng dong vao. Pirng cé dong vao. Pau ldm. Viéc nay té that.
Chang lé minh sé chét? Chét phdi khong? Chét? Khong, khong thé co
chuyén do. Minh nghi la khong. Minh khong mudn chét. Di né rdt dau, dau
ldm. Ai d6. Cieu voi. Khong dwore rdi. Cik thé nay thi khong chiu dworc.

“Haruhiro!” La Manato. Manato da t¢i. Manato thinh linh rit mdi tén
ra. Cam gidc nhw c6 gi d6 quan trong bi rit ra cing voi mili tén bao trum
cau. Mau trao ra ong oc. C... cdu lam thé thi to: chét madt, Manato. Manato
khong nao ning, vé hinh ngdi sao sdu canh va tung kinh. “Hoi dnh sdng,
voi s bao vé chia than Lumiaris... Cure [Chtra tri]!”

Anh sing phdt ra tir long ban tay Manato khi€h vét thwong coa
Haruhiro khép lai. C6 1€ né lanh roi, nhwng con dau thi vin khong bién
ma't. Haruhiro hit khong khi vao. Hit vao. R6i lai hit vao. Nhwng dau qua
nén khong the thd ra. Lat sau cdu thd’y do hon mdt chiit. Cau lai ¢é the hit
thé binh thwong. Haruhiro thi cham vao nguwc phéi. Novi d6 wot sing mau,
nhwng khong con dau nwra.

“Ma... Manato...!” La ti€ng ctia Ranta. “Nhanh 1&€n! T6i khong gitr dwoc
nwra dau...!”

Manato gao 1én “Cau On roi ding khong!?” va nhanh chéng lao di
trede khi Haruhiro kip gat dau. Phai roi. Trong khi Haruhiro bj bin tring
va dwoce chira tri thi trdn chién chic chin van dang tiép tuc. Khi nhin vé
phia toa nha, cau thdy Moguzou cung con hobgoblin, Ranta va Yume cung
con goblin mic gidp dang giao chién kich liét. Chic Manato dinh tro’ gitip
bén Ranta va Yume. Phép Magic Missile [Quang dan ma phap] cua Shihoru
da ban tring con hobgoblin. Nhuwng né chang mady may suy suyén. Haruhiro
vOi vang dirng ddy. Bén con goblin médc gidp ¢6 thém Manato tham chién
chic s& 6n thoi. Phai 1am gi d6 v&i con hobgoblin mdi dworc.

“Moguzou, ¢6 1én...!” Haruhiro néi v&i Moguzou roi vong ra sau lung
con hobgoblin. Con hobgobhn ¢ 1€ chi chd y d&n Moguzou dirng ngay
tredc mit nén khong budn d€ mét t&i Haruhiro. Thé nay thi d& ding
Backstab [Dam sau lwng] roi. Bang I€ 1a vay, nhwng cdu khong lam thé nao
ap sat dworc.



Chiéu cao cta con hobgoblin & khoang gitra Haruhiro va Moguzou.
Chiéu rong va b€ day con hon ca Moguzou thi phai. Cay chuy gai c6 vé
lam twr gd nhung khd map. Pén cd Moguzou dang mic gidp xich ma dn mot
chuy da’y vao nguoi thi cling khé binh an vo sw. Gidp xich. Ding roi. Van
dé chinh 1a gidp xich cua con hobgoblin. Khong chi ¢é than trén, né con
mac mot cdi quan dwoe két bdi day xich. Ngoai ra né doi ca mil gidp. Co
the' néi la dwore trang bi dén tan k& rang. Dao gam liéu c6 tac dung gi khdng
nhi.

Moguzou hét [én “Cam on...!” roi tung tuyét chi€u Cdm on trdm. Trong
mot thodng, suyt chidt nira 1a Haruhiro da ca't loii khen nggi, nhung cdu chot
ngd nguoi. Thanh cy ki€m cia Moguzou da chém tring vai trdi cda con
hobgoblin, thé nhwng, ngwoi nd chi hoi rung rinh, r'6i né phan coéng lai
trong nhay méit. Moguzou d4nh tra ciy chily dang lao t&i trong dwong tor ké
toc. Khong, cau &y bi dp ddo roi. Tw thé” ciia Moguzou bi pha vo'. Hong roi.
Moguzou thua mat.

“Chét nay...!” Haruhiro lao cd ngwoi vao lung con hobgoblin va dinh
dam con dao gam vao nd. Mot 4m thanh khoé chiu vang 1én... Khong dwoc
roi, lwoi dao khong nhirng khdong xuyén qua ma con bi bat ngwoe lai. Con
hobgoblin loang choang chii vé phia trwdc, roi quay sang cdu. Mot chuy
d4nh d&n. Haruhiro nhay 1ui lai. «...0i!?”

Thdt ddng s¢r. Minh khong xdy xwoce gi. Minh vdn di siec trdnh. Nhieng
nguy hiem qud. Twong nhw rudt gan ndi tang co hét cd lai. Minh cdm thady
sé chdng thé song sot néi dau. Haruhiro 10i lai. Khong the khong 1ui lai.

',’

“Kh... khong dwoce roi...!

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!” Shihoru ni€ém théan chd. Nguyén t6 bong
t6i bén tring ngang hong con hobgoblin, 1dm né run ray di doi. Moguzou
chém thanh cy ki€m vE€ phia con hobgoblin dang run ray. “Hay...!”

Vao d4u. Tia Itka bin ra, chiéc mii gidp mép vao. Con hobgoblin chodng
vang. Haruhiro hét Ién “La... 1a lic nay!” r6i chay 128y da. Chi can mdt ca
song phi. Con hobgoblin thi ddng s¢ that dd'y nhwng cir lam né nga xudng
la xong. Trwde khi ciu kip nhdy 1én thi Manato lai goi. “Haruhiro, sang bén
nay! Ranta da...”

“Ha!?” Nhin sang, Haruhiro thdy Ranta da kiét strc, mau chay ra tw c0.
“C...c0...!17”



Manato dang ki€m tra tinh trang v&t thvong cia Ranta, nghia 1a Yume
dang phai mdt minh ddu v&i con goblin mic gidp. Thé thi gay qud.
Haruhiro lao vé phia con goblin mic gidp dang kéu “Sya! Sya!” khong
ngot, thd bao chia ki€m d€ don dudi Yume. Ciu hét 1én “Nay, bén nay nay,
do goblin...!”

Piing nhw muyc dich, cau da thu hit dwoe sy chd y cia con goblin mic
giap, nhwng chinh vi vy, clu sé phai d61 ddu v&i nd. Khong, ciu lam sao
d61 dau dugrc voi né chir. Con goblin méc gidp vung loan xa thanh ki€m ¢6
chiéu dai twvong dwong véi thanh treong ki€m cia Ranta. Haruhiro chay
vong quanh né tranh. HEt tranh trdi lai né phai, chi viéc chay trén khong
tho6i cling khi€n ciu hét strc r'6i. Con goblin méic gidp nay rat nhanh nhen,
t&i mie nhitng con goblin ciu tirng chién dau tir trede dén gid chang déng
dem ra so sdnh. N6 st dung ki&¢m thuan thuc d&n ndi ciu nghi ngo 1€ nao
n6 da dwoc hudn luyén bai ban chang. Cdu ma bat can dung dao gam do
ki®m cta né thi khong biét s& ra sao nira. Cau lo ling, chdng biét dé
Moguzou mdt minh cé én khéng, nhung cau lam gi ¢6 thoi gian nhin sang
huwong &Y.

“C4t tia...!” Yume chém con goblin mic gidp tir sau lung. Mot ci phat
ngang day uy lyc bing dao sin, nhung cé vé da bj nhin thau. Con goblin
mac gidp xoay ngwoi danh trd con dao san cia Yume. Thdy con dao sén
bay khoi tay Yume, con goblin dinh truy kich. “Tao khong d€ may lam th&
dau...!” Haruhiro lao vé phia con goblin. Nhwng khéng ngo né doc vi dwoc
ca viéc nay. Con goblin mic gidp xoay ngwoi lai, vung ki€m chém xudng.
Chét roi. Haruhiro dung dao gdm do ki€m. Khong dwoc a? Cau khong
chin nd lai dwoc. Ki€m cta con goblin mdc gidp chay trén lwoi dao gam,
dén ca tsubal® ciing khong cin duwgce, roi né cdm vao canh tay phai cla
Haruhiro.

“LULL

Haruhiro danh roii dao gam. Con goblin mac gidp ti€p tuc gy strc ép.
Minh sé bi chém mat, cau nghi. Tinh thé” dung la ngan can treo s toc.

“Anger [Cd dam phén nd]...!” La Ranta. Ranta lao d&n t bén canh va
dam mot nhat. Con goblin mac gidp thup xudng né nhat dam dé roi ngay
1ap tirc quay sang phan don. Ranta lui lai, hét thé)ing lai chéo. “Chét tiét!
Pung cé dua véi tao, may cling chi 1a mot con goblin théi...!”



S4c mit Ranta ra't xAu. M'6 hoi ciu ta chdy rong rong. D vét thwong
c6 vé da dwoc chwra tri nhung khdng ¢ nghia 1a 18y lai dwoc lwg'ng mau da
mat. Tuy vay ciling ta on trori. Haruhiro da nhét lai dwore mang. Du tay phai
clia cAu van dau. V&t chém kh4 siu. C4u nhit dao gdm bing tay trai. Tay
phai cua ciu khong ctr dong dwore. Rat dau.

“Haruhiro!” Manato chay lai, nhanh chéng bat dau chuan bi Ma phép
anh sang. “Hoi anh sang, voi s bao vé chia thdn Lumiaris... Cure [Chira
tri]!”

Haruhiro nghién chét rang c& nhin dau, vira nhén tri liéu vira quan sat
xung quanh. Moguzou bing cich nao d6 vin d& dwoe nhitng cd danh di
ddi cua con hobgoblin. Nhwng trong cling kha vat va. Chan ciu &y ¢6 phan
hoi 1lao dao. Chglng thé€ trong mong gi vao sy hd tro' ctia Shihoru. Co Ay
dang ng6i xui lo, ¢6 1€ do dung ma thuat qua da. Cau c6 cam giac Ranta
cling chi dang xoay x& né don ctia con goblin mac gidp. Yume hinh nhw da
bi thwong ¢ tay hay dau do.

“... Xong roi.” Manato thit s vao tay phai Haruhiro r'di quay sang goi
Yume. “Yume, lai diy d€ to chira cho!”

“C& nay voi Yume van binh thwong! Van danh tiép dugc!”

“Khong néi nhiéu, qua day! Haruhiro doi cho Yume, di di!”

“... Hieu r6i!” Haruhiro 1am theo 101 Manato nhwng cdm thdy trong
long ra't ba't an. Nhuw thé nay co on khong? Nhip tho ciia Manato ciing ho'i
hoén loan. Hay la cdu 4y lién tuc siv dung ma thudt dén qud sikc roi? Nhung
Haruhiro 13 dao tic. Cau khong hiéu rd 1&m vé ma thuit. Hon nita, phan
dodn ctia Manato va ctia ban than céu thi bén nao dang tin hon? Tt nhién
la cia Manato r'6i. Haruhiro khong ty tin d&€n mirc &'y.

R'6i s& &n thoi. Han 1a &n. Ch&c chén s& 6n thoi.

Haruhiro vao thay cho Yume. Cau mudn tdn cong con goblin mdc gidp.
Nhung ciu khong ra tay dwoc. Néu tan cong co 1€ s€ bi phan don, nén ciu
rat s¢. Ranta cling gidong vay chiang? Con goblin mic gidp rat manh.
Khoéng hé c¢6 so hé. Hon nira, khong hi€u né da doi mil giap 1én tw lic nao.
Ao gidp bing tAm kim loai, gio lai thém mil gidp. Khong dworc roi. K€ cd
co diing dao gam chém triing thi ciing bi bdt ngwoc lai. Thanh trwong kiém
ciia Ranta chdc ciing chdng khd hon. Néu la thanh cw kién ciia Moguzou



thi sao? Nhwng Moguzou dang don hét swc dau voi con hobgoblin roi,
chwa ké’co khi con dang & thé” ha phong nita.

Vay la két thiic roi, cau dot nhién nghi vay. Duing thé. Két thiic thdt roi.
Bon minh khéng thé thing. Dit lam thé nao ciing khong thé thing. Thuc ra
minh da biét roi. Biét tw trwoc kia. Thdt bai la thé’ nay. Thdt bai? Néu that
bai... thi sé ra sao? Bi giét? Sé chét? Tdt cd moi ngwo'i?

Haruhiro nhin vé phia Manato. Manato vin dang chifa tri cho Yume. A
khong, cé vé da xong roi. Manato va Yume dang ti€n lai phia cdu. Nghe
Manato néi “Haruhiro, sang bén Moguzou!”, Haruhiro gat dau theo phan
xa. C6 on khong day? Nhwng cau khong the khong giip Moguzou. Biéu d6
12 chic chin. Haruhiro dinh vong ra sau lung con hobgoblin. Ping lic d6,
con hobgoblin gam Ién nhw da thd, gidang modt chuy vao Moguzou.
Moguzou kéu “Hy” mot ti€ng, gio’ ngang thanh cy ki€'m dor don nhung con
hobgoblin khong ding lai. N6 vira réng, vira dap thanh cy ki€m bing chuy.
Pap. Lai ddp. Cay chily bang gd, tai sao lai chwa bi giy? Moguzou khong
chju dwoc, phdi nim c4 chudi va phan gan miii ki&€m d€ d& ciy chiy. Tuy
c6 chin dwoc phin nao nhung con hobgoblin vin d6n ép trong thé tran
hoan toan ap dao. “Gao, gao, gao, gao...!”

“U...” Cudi ciing, Moguzou khuyu mdt g&i xudng. Mdu chay ra tir dau
ciu ay. Bj gai trén ciy chly cét .trl’lng chang? Con hobgoblin da nga
Moguzou rdi dinh dé 1én nguoi ciu &y. D€ nd lam vay thi nguy hi€m qua.
RA't nguy. Quén ca ban than minh, Haruhiro bam vao con hobgoblin twr phia
sau. N&u ciu vong tay kep nich, gitr dworc nd thi t6t qud, nhung chuyén dé
hoan toan bit kha thi. Con hobgoblin khua khodng loan xa nham hat
Haruhiro xudng nhung cdu vin 1iéu minh bam chit. “O! 0! O a...!1?”

“Puwoc dd’y, Haruhiro! C ciu gio’ nhw vay...!” C6 vé Manato dang dinh
chtra tri cho Moguzou. Cdu bdo to cir gite tw thé nay trong lic do a? Pua
diing khong? Kh... khong dwoc dau. Con hobgoblin héi tham Haruhiro
dang bam trén lwng bang mot ct huych cui chd tring swon. Khong chi dau
thoi dau, ciu twdng y thirc clia minh trdi vE cbi xa xam nao do. T¢ thdt. Gio
ma ngat di la xong phim. Bi né hadt ra thi nguy. Sé chét. Chdc chdn sé chét.
“Aa...!l”

Mot chuyén dang so° da xdy ra. Tai sao lai thanh th& nay? Cau ciling
khong bi€t ntra. Haruhiro bi con hobgoblin ha't ra khéi lung va né dép céu
theamg xudng dat. Con hobgoblin da cdu 16n nhao. Cau khong thé dworc.



Haruhiro kéu 1én “... C... ciru v&i.” Cau chiang hay biét minh dang hwéng
ve€ ai d€ cau xin sy gitp do'. Nhung, cdu da dwoe clru roi.

“Smash [Cwong da]...!” Cay doan treong clia Manato danh tring dinh
dau con hobgoblin. Con hobgoblin dang ddi1 mu gidp, nhwng don danh c6
vé van c6 hidu qua it nhiéu, chic da giy ra chdn dong ndo nhe. Manato
danh con hobgoblin that Iyc va hét: “Haruhiro, ding 1én! Chay di! Moi
nguwoi, rat lui thoi...!”

Phdi thé chwr, Haruhiro vira bat ddy vwa nghi. Chinh thé. Riit lui. Chi
con cdch bé chay thoi. Vira mdi vung chay, cdu 1ap tiec dwng chéan. “Ma...
Manato thi sao...!?”

“T¢ ciing s€ di! RO rang thé con gi, mau di di!” Manato bdi thém don
tdn cong con hobgoblin va ¢d roi khoi chd d6. Moguzou da dwgc Manato
chira v&t thwong trén dau, cdu &y ho 1én “Cam on!” roi tung mot don Rage
Blow [Cu dinh thinh nd] v€ phia con goblin mac gidp, tuy khong tring
nhwng da doa cho né s¢. Ranta va Yume dé€u xoay nguwoi lai. Shihoru ciing
bit d4u chay. Con goblin mic gidp kéu 1én tirc gidn, chém mdt nhét vao
leng Moguzou, nhwng nho bo gidp xich ma ciu a4y ¢6 vé khong 1am sao.
Haruhiro vira nhin lai phia sau vira co gio du6i theo nhém Ranta. “Manato,
dwoc roi day! Moi ngwoi chay hét roi!”

“T& biét roi!” Manato nhanh chéng nhay lui vEé sau roéi ting cho con
hobgoblin dang lao d&€n hai cd dam lién hoan. Con hobgoblin ding chén lai.
Cu chuyén hwdng ctia Manato thiat ngoan muc. Ciu &y ciing tranh dwoc
vra khit dwdng kiém vung dén clia con goblin mic gidp va trong nhiy mét
da sdp dudi kip Haruhiro. Nhung van chwa thé an tAm dwoc. Haruhiro dinh
quay mit nhin vé ding trudre, chinh vao thoi diém &y, con goblin mic gidp
da ném mdt thir gi d6. N6 xoay tron va c¢6 1€ da tring lung Manato. Vi
Manato bat ra mot ti€ng kéu, chan loang choang nén cdu nghi 1a minh
khong nham. “Manato...!?”

“Khong sao!” Manato 1ap tirc 14y lai thing bang. Buwdc chan ciu &y van
vitng vang nén chic khong phai vét thwong ning. Con hobgoblin va con
goblin mic gidp da dudi d&n. Phai tron thodi. By gio tredc mat cit phai
chay da.

That may bon c4u di vé sn ban d6. Nho' viéc d6 ma dia hinh cta khu
thanh ct Damurou gan nhw da ndm s&n trong dau ca bon. Th& nén, bon ciu
khong bi lac dwong va ¢6 th€ thoat khdi khu viec nguy hi€m thwong xuit



hién 1ii goblin. Bon Haruhiro cit chay, dit mét dit hoi, du twéng nhu sép
chét dén noi, ho van chay ti€p mdt lic, k€ cd khi khong con thdy béng
dang ctia con hobgoblin va con goblin méc gidp nura.

Manato 1a ngwoi dau tién dung lai.

Khong, khong phai, khong phai vay.

Manato dot nhi€n nga lan ra da't.

“...” Haruhiro mu&n goi tén Manato, nhwng khong thdt nén loi.

Lung. C6 thtr gi d6 cdm trén lwng Manato. La mot con dao, lwdi dao
cong vut, trong giong mot thanh phi dao.

Chéng ai néi gi. Ca bon déu dang nhin Manato, nhung khong the cat
lovi. Phéi néi gi by gio?

“...U...I” Manato c& gwong diy. Nheng cdu &y khong 1am dwgce. Cau

'y chi 14t nghiéng co th& sang bén. ... D... dau... Chéc... bon... minh... &n...
roi...”

“Manato...!” Haruhiro quy xu6ng bén canh Manato. Nhwng, cham vao
cau ay c6 dwoe khdong? S€ th€ nao nhi? Chéng bi€t nwra. “Manato, vét, vét
thwong, ma, ma thuat! Ping roi, chira bﬁng ma thuat...!”

“... Vay a.” Manato dit tay phai 1€n tran. Nhung canh tay ay chaalng con
strc Iyc va roi xudng dat. “... Khoéng, dwoc, roi... To, khong, dung, ma,
thuat, dwoe... U...”

“P... ding néi nira!” Ranta hét 1én. “Ong, dirmg c6é néi nira! N... nghi
ngoi di, cr nghi di... Ma lam thé nao m¢i 1a nghi ngoi chie!?”

Shihoru ldo dao ti€n lai gan, réi quy xudng phia d6i dién Haruhiro, voi
Manato & gitra. CO &y vwon tay ra, dau ngén tay cham vao ciy phi dao.
Ngay sau d6, c6 Ay rut tay vé. Mit Shihoru tdi xanh, sic mit ctia Manato
con t& hon the nira. Khong phai tring hay xanh ma x4m ngoét nhir mau dat.

Ngwoi Moguzou cing dor, trong nhw mot pho twegng cong kKénh.

“Lam, lam, lam...” Yume vo du but tai. “... Lam, lam sao bay, gio?”

“Lam sao... w...” Haruhiro cao ngwc minh. Lam sao? Phdi lam sao day?
Nghi di. Phdi co cdch gi do. Khong thé’ khong co dwoc. Noi cho to di. Xin
cdu ddy. Manato. Manato. Manato &y bay gio’ dang thé tieng hoi yéu ot va
dat doan. “SE€, s€ On ca thoi, Manato, nghe t&, s€ 6n ca ma? Cau cd 1én, c&
chiu nhé, Manato, ging 1én, nhé?”



Manato chi ctt dong d6i mét va nhin Haruhiro. “... Haru, hiro.”

“Gi, gi vay? Sao thé”? Manato, c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“... Xin... 16i... c4u...”

“Hd? Sao co? X... xin 16i d? Tai sao? Xin 16i chuyén gi?”

“...Chét... tiét... A... Tai sao... T¢... Haru, hiro... nho'... cau.”

“Nho? Nho 4? Ciu nho cdi gi? Té hd? Ma ciu dung nhw vy, Manato,
dwng nhw vay.”

“... Khong n... nhin... kh... khong... nhin thdy... moi... nguoi... U...
Moi... nguoi ¢6... ¢... d6...”

“C6! Moi nguoi déu ¢ diay! Manato! Moi ngwoi déu & day ca! Cau
dwng di!”

“..A..Ti€c... that......... 7

“Té bdo ciu dung di! Manato! Ciu khong dwoc di! BPung di ma! Xin
cau da’y, Manato...!”

Manato hit vio mdt hoi roi thé hit ra. Ngay khoanh khic dé, mét
Manato trong nhw hod thanh hai vién bi thiy tinh vay. Shihoru dit tay 1én
nguwc Manato. “Tim, tim cau &Yy, khong dap...”

“H... hd hap nhan tao!” Ranta hét 1én. Haruhiro nghi riang dé 13 mot y
trdng xuat sic. Cam thay lam thé s& gidi quyét dwoc moi va'n dé, ca ddm
vtra nhao nhao chi nhau lam thé& nay lam thé kia, vira ti€n hanh hd hap
nhan tao. Ca bon rit cAy phi dao ra, dit Manato nam ngta, hét 4n nguec lai
ha hoi bang mi€ng li€n tuc trong hang phut, hang chuc phuat. Ma c6 1€, ho
da lam vay hon mot ti€ng roi cling nén.

“... M... minh, ding lai di?” Moguzou m&u mado nhw chuc khéc. “Ma...
Manato, that... that diang thwong...”

“Vay!” Haruhiro gam 1én nhr mudén dn twoi nudt song Moguzou,
nhwng ciu dung lai dwoee. “... Vay phai lam sao? Cau bdo bon minh mic ké
sao? Ctr bd mic Manato a?”

“Ma thuat.” Shihoru ngang mit 1én. Mét c6 4y sung hip, sung huyé&t va
dd quach. “Cé 1& s& 1am dwoe gi d6 bing ma thuat. B&i vi 6 ma thuat chira
tri v€t thwong ma.”

“Phai dd’y.” Yume git d4u lia lia. “Phai dd’y. Chic chén s& lam dwoc gi
d6. Nhat dinh 1a vay. A (rm, 12 chd ndo nhi, guild tu si, goi 12 gi nhi... Than



dién!”

“Than dién Lumiaris 4?” Ranta gat nwéc mét bang mu ban tay. “Dé 1a
lanh dia ké& dich d6i v&i ngueoi phuc vy Than bong t6i Skullhell nhw téi.
Nhung gior khéng phai lic néi chuyén do6.”

Moguzou b& Manato 1én. “T¢ s€ dwa cdu &y di.” Haruhiro git dau.
“Puoc roi, di thoi!”

Du Ranta va Haruhiro bao “D€ t6i thay cho” hay “T¢ s€ gitp mot tay”
thi Moguzou ludn tir chdi bang mot cau “Khong sao ma”. Moguzou thue st
dd mot minh mang Manato vé Alterna r'6i d&€n Than dién Lumiaris & khu
phia Bic. Khi budc chan vao than dién, cd nhém bi nhitng ngudi dan dng
mic bd trang phuc tu s v&i soc mau lam trén nén tring giong Manato chin
lai. C6 vé mot nguoi trong s&” d6 biét mat Manato, dng ta quay sang ndi voi
mot ngwoi khac: “Goi thdy Hounen di”. Nguoi dwgc goi 1a thdy Hounen
xud't hién ngay 14p tirc. Ong trong nhw mot ting d4 to 1én, phit hop 1am
chién binh hon 12 tu si. Giong ti€c thwong “Oi, that ddng buon thay” ma
ong thd't ra dau tién ngay khi m& miéng ciling 1on t&i mirc bat thwong. No6i
m&i nhéd, Manato da tueng k€ sw phu cda cdu &y néi to d&€n mirc dau hét ca
tai. Nh& dén viéc d6, Haruhiro khéng kim long dwoc ma quy sup xuéng
tredre thady Hounen. “... Lam on, hdy ctiru Manato! T6i s€ lam ba't ct diéu gi
nén xin lam on! Xin hay lam on...!”

“That ngu mudi!” Thay Hounen quit 1on. “Du ¢6 1a Than anh sang
Lumiaris ryc ro hao quang ciling khong the ciru dwoc ké da chét! Manato,
con ding la m6t ké ngu ngd'c! Ta da ki vong rat nhiéu & mot ngwoi tré tuoi
twong lai hita hen hi€m tha’y nhw con, ta da ra sitc day dd con v&i tat ca
long nhiét thanh! Vdy ma con lai virt bd sinh mang hiay con non not cla
minh 1a sao!”

“Ong...I” Ranta dinh tdm 14y thdy Hounen nhung bi Yume kéu lén
“Pwng!” va ngan lai. Ranta cling xiu di nhanh chéng. C6 1€ do ciu ta nhin
th'y nrdc mét chdy ra rong rong tir hai mét cta thdy Hounen.

Shihoru ngdi sup xudng san nha lanh 1€o cta thn dién. Moguzou van
om 18y Manato, khong dong day chut nao.

“Chuyén da nhw vay,” giong thay Hounen cheamg hé run ray, nhung
nrdc mat van khdng nglrng roi, “it nha't hay thyc hién an ting trang trong.
Do loi nguyén ctia Vua Bat t, tai ving Bién canh nay, né€u nguoi chét



khdng duwoc chon ci't ding cach sé biéh thanh ngwdi hau ciia hdn. Lau nhat
la ndm ngay. Vi ciing da c6 trerong hop bién thanh zombie sau ba ngay.”

Haruhiro khong hi€u sao mudn cwoi, mac du diay khong phai ldc thich
hop d€ cwdi. Cau hicu diéu d6. “... Y ong 13, hiay hda thiéu Manato diing
khong?”

“Pung vay. Bén ngoai Alterna c6 10 hda thiéu. D€ khong bi 101 nguyén
&n mon, thi th€ ¢an phai dwoc thanh tay bing Itra r'oi chon tai nghia dja trén
d6i.”

“Td1 hoi mot cau dwoe khong?”

“Chuyén gi?7”

“Vi€éc do cling ma't tién dung khong?”

“N€&u cac cau khong mang theo thi ta sé trd.”

“Khong.” Haruhiro thé dai. Mot hoi dai, that dai. Cau cam thdy thc
gian. Nhung viéc ndi cdu gio cling ngd ngan lam sao. “... Khong cén.
Khoéng phai 1a tdi khong ¢ tién. Du khong da thi bon t6i cling s€ tim cach
nao d6. B&i vi Manato la d6ng doi cuia tdi... cua ta't ca ching t6i.”



12. Bi vé noi da
. U1 Ve No1 dau

ai \'/l:ri ndi la & lung chwng thi ding hon la trén d6i, ho dao mét cai hd' d€
chdn chd xwong dwoc boc trong vai tring. Sau d6é dit mot ting d4 ma ca
bon dd sitc bé dwoe 1én trén. Tén s& dwoc khic 1én tang d4. Tiép d6, véi
linh tinh nguyén thi s& khic thém huy hiéu tring lwdi lieém va to bang son
dd. D0 m@i 1a tp sy thi linh tinh nguyén van Ia linh tinh nguyén ca thoi,
nén trén md ctia Manato cling dwoc khéc hinh trang lwoi li€ém. Nhin lai thi
thd’y trén ngdi md nay hay ngdi mo kia, chd nao ciing ¢ hinh tring ludi
liém dd, hodc nhirng manh trang lwei liém da bi tréc son. Rat nhiéu linh
tinh nguyén dang yén nghi tai ngon d6i nay. Chgng hieu sao ngon thap
vueon thang trén dinh d'6i trong that dang ghét. Bon Haruhiro da di ra tw
ngon thap d6. Chuyén do la tw lic nao vdy nhi? Chdc han vdn chwa dwoc
mot thdng, vay ma dwong nhw dd lau Idm roi. T trong ngon thdp dé. Cé
thdt vay khong? Nhin qua thi ngon thdp chéng co thw gi gidng cira ra vao
cd. Minh di ra tw ddu, bdang cdch nao? Khong biét. Ma sao ciing dworc.
Chdng cé gi quan trong niFa.

Bon c4u t6n ndim muoi copper & chd hda thiéu va ndm muwoi copper &
nghia trang. Phi mai tang tong cong mot silver. MOt nguoi chét di, chi mat
mot silver. Tam thoi khoan nay do Haruhiro tra, khong bi€t nhw thé& c6
dwoe khong? Manato ¢6 bay dong bac va hai mroi mot xu d6ng. Quan ao
dwoc hda thiéu cuing cdu 4y nhung van con lai nhing di vat nhw ciy doan
tregrng hay chié€c tdi deo vai. Nhigng thir do nén xir li thé’ nao? Tai sao cw
phdi lam viéc do? Minh khong mudn nght dén nika. Thdt phién todi.

Manato da chét roi. Cau &y da ra di that roi. Van chwa dwoc tron mot
ngay. Hom qua, khi bon ciu dwa Manato t&i noi hda thiéu, ngwoi quan 1i &
do noi Ong ta da ket thuc cong vi€c trong ngay nén hay quay lai d6 vao sing
som hom sau. Khong bi€t lam thé& nao, ca bon danh quay lai thin dién, lic
do, thay Hounen da bdo dam s€ trong coi thi th€’ cho d&€n hom sau. Nhung
c bon dau th€ bdé Manato lai ma di. Cudi ciing, t't cd déu thirc tring dém,
vay quanh Manato dwoc dit ndm trong mdt géc ciia than dién. Ra vdy. Moi



ngwoi déu khong ngi. Du co ga gdt diwore doi chiit thi ciing khong ai ngii
han hoi. Chinh vi vdy nén cd bon méi lo- do ngdn ngo nhi? Cho du ca
nhém dang ngdi tred'c md Manato nhw th& nay, ho vin khong c6 cam gidc
moi chuyén la sy that.

Shihoru kiét strc vi khéc nhiéu, trong hdc hdc hin di, dwong nhw ngdi
theamg cling chat vat. Co &y chdng ca hai tay xu6ng mat dat d€ c6 nang do
co’ th€ cia minh.

Yume ngtra mit 1én bau trdi van ning dep va quang ddng mdt cich tan
nhén, ching biét c6 phai 6 4y dang nhin may con chim hay khong.

Moguzou thu than th€ to 1on ctia minh lai, do din nhw ngwdi ma't hon.

Noi gi di chik, Ranta. Tai sao may cw im ldng sudt nhw vdy? May ma
khong noi thi con ai noi ¢ ddy nita. Thoi dwoc roi. Dd thé'thi ké.

Haruhiro giadt may cong c6. “La lung, that ddy. Chuyén nay that ki
quédc. Moi nguoi cling... nghi thé” ding khong?”

Ranta quay sang nhin ciu, nhwng khong ndi loii nao ca. Ciu ta mang
gwong mit than tho.

“Manato da néi,” Haruhiro virt ddm cd di, “rang noi ddy gidng nhuw
game. T¢ cling ting nghi ‘ding thé that’, nhwng day la game gi moi dwoc
ch? T¢ khong biét. Nhwng ma, chuyén nay khong phai 1a game. Khong
phai. R6 rang that ki quac. Pwng ¢6 dua nhau... Pung c6 dua.”

Haruhiro mudn néi diéu gi nhi? Cau dang dinh néi gi? Bay gior 1a may
gior roi khong biét? PBa qua trea tw 1au. C6 1€ 1a gan chiéu tdi. O Alterna,
ctr mdi hai ti€ng s€ rung chudng d€ bdo gio theo quy lult: sdu gio séng
chudng kéu mot Tan, tdm gio’ 1a hai Ian, mwoi gior 1a ba Tan. L'an cudi cung
ciu nghe 1a maYy ti€ng chuéng nhi. Cau hoan toan khong nho.

Ranta tw tee dieng 1€n. “T6i di day.”

“... Ranta dinh di dau?” Yume hdi. “Ha!” Ranta cwoi khay, dwong nhw
da budng minh trong ndi tuyét vong. “Chd nao chang dwoc. Tam thé da...
Ct & chd nay mai ciing dau th€ khdc dwoc. By gid chang 1am dworc gi nira
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roi.
Du bi Yume chii 1a “P6 ngdc!”, Ranta cling khong cai lai. That chging
giong cau ta.
Ranta s€ bd di mat. Haruhiro duoi theo Ranta. Moguzou ciing di theo.
Cau dwng chan mdt Tdn va ngodi lai. Yume dang 6m 13y bo vai cla



Shihoru. Khi nhin vé phia cdu, khong biét co 4y di gt dau, hay 1a 1ic dau
nhi? Vi da di qua xa nén ciu khong rd ntra, nhung cdu nghi Yume mudn
cho cu biét rang hai ngwdi ho sé& & diy thém mot 14t. Khong biét Shihoru
co on khong? Chdc co ay soc Iém, ¢ 1€ con hon c¢d minh. B&i vi, Shihoru
chdc han da luén thich Manato.

Ranta c6 vé dinh quay lai Alterna. Haruhiro tinh xac dinh dich d&€n cta
cau ta, nhung cau bd cudc. Thé nao cheamg duorc.

Trude khi d&n phd Hanazono & khu phia Bic, bdy tiéng chudng vang
1én. Pa sdu gior chiéu roéi. Trén dwong dong dic ngwoi qua ké lai. Ranta di
vao mot quan regu 1on. Bi€n hiéu dé Quan rwou Sherry. Haruhiro ciing
bi€t cdi tén d6, bi€t day la ctra tiém noi linh tinh nguyén hay tu tip, nhwng
cdu mai chi dirng tir ngoai nhin vao. D€ thu thdp thong tin, Manato thinh
thodng van d&n day. Minh da qud ¥ lqi. Viéc gi ciing ¥ lai vao Manato. Minh
chang lam gi ¢d, chi gidi bam 14y Manato roi lam theo nhitng gi cdu & bdo
ma thoi.

Nhirng ngon dén treo trén tran nha chi€u sang mo’ mo toan b ctra tiém
rong rai. Quan rwgru Sherry qua thyc 1a mét tiém Ién. N6 khong chi c6 tang
mot ma con ¢ ca tang hai, khodng mot nira tang hai 1a gi€ng troi. Quan
van chwra dong 1dm, lwrgng khach khong d&n mot nira, dit vay ciing phai hon
mot tram nguoi. Giong ndi, ti€ng cwoi clia rat nhiéu ngwoi vang 1én khong
dirt, thinh thodng xen 14n cd nhing ti€ng la hét. NGi bat 1én 1a giong ndi
sang sang cua cd hau ban. Ranta tim dwg'c mdt ban trong goc fang mot va
ng6i & d6. Haruhiro va Moguzou ciing dé€n ng6i cling ban v&i Ranta. Khi
cd hiau ban di t&i, Ranta ngay 14p tirc gio ba ngon tay, te y goi d6. “Cho ba
bia.”

“... Tao khong mudn udng reoru bia dau.”

“Vay thi may udng stra a?” Ranta khoanh tay, d4 nhe xu6ng san. “DPan
the”. Pay la quan rwgru dd’y. N6i dén do udng trong quan rwou thi la reou
chtr con gi, regru bia y.”

“Nhwng, nhung...” Moguzou cong Iwng, rut hét ¢o lai. “Vao lic nay, ma
lai udng bia regru thi, cé vé...”

“P ng6c. Chinh vi 1a nhitng lic thé nay md&i ding.” Ranta xi miii, dui
dui mét. “... Tén mat nét Manato chfmg bdo trng dén diy udng may Tan



con gi. Nhung ma, cdu 2y da thanh thé kia roi, nén to1 s€ thay cdu dy...
ciing chang phai. Khong phai the' nhung...”

“U'...” Haruhiro chdng khuyu tay 1&n ban roi guc dau. “... U. Phai daYy.”

Bia dwgc mang ra. Sau khi tra tién cho cd hu ban, ba ngwoi ciing can
ly. C6 1& do khdt nén du bia ddng cdu van thdy ngon. Manato ciing tirng
udng loai bia nay sao? Chic cdu 4%y thich né 14m nhi.

Co6 1€ do hoi men nén mat ciu néng 1€n con dau 6c thi lo mo. Mat
Ranta vi Moguzou déu dd. Ranta dong chiéc cdc vai bang gdm 1én ban. «...
That t6i t€. That sw, that sw, that sy qua la té. Toi khong the ti€p tuc nira.
Tbdi 4, chan 1am réi. Toi khong dua diu. Von di tdi dau 1am viée nay vi
mudn chir. Sao phai lam t&i mirc trdi qua cdm gidc nhw thé nay ha? Hai
nguwoi ciing thé” ding khong? Cai gi ma chién binh, cédi gi ma dao tac, céi gi
ma hic 4m ki si chit. C4i gi ma... cdi gi ma tu si chit. T6i nghi, khong 1am
ntra. Bd, bo hét. T hdm nay to6i s€ khdng lam ntra!”

“Bo thi...” Haruhiro nghi€n rang ham. “... B0 thi phai lam gi day?”

“Cheamg lam gi ca. Van dwge ma, ding khong? Sao ci phai 1am gi d6
moi dwoe? Ai quy dinh diéu da'y? D ¢6 quy dinh nhw thé” thi tao cling s€
khong tuan theo dau!”

“Khong phdi van dé tuan theo hay khong. Chéng phai bon minh c&
gdng xoay x& d&n gior vi chi c6 mdi cach dé thoi sao!”

“Tao khong can biet!”

“Nghi th& nao thi d6 ciing 1a vi€éc may phai biét!”

“Ai ma nghi dwgrc hd? That ngu ngdc!”

“A, ndy.” Moguzou chen vao. “Dung, ding lai di. Hai cdu, ding cii
nhau nwa, dwgrc khong?”

“Ong phién phirc qui!” Ranta thd bao ddy Moguzou. “Cin ban, néi 1a
‘s€ lam’ di ntra thi phai lam nhw th& nao ha!? Tw gio’ s€ phai lam gi chix!?
Cau 4y da khong con & day nira roi!?”

“Tao biét chi! Chaamg can cai loai nhu may néi thi tao cling biet di€u
do!”

“Thé co’ a, vy may tra 1o di xem nao! Cai ké ma ldc d6 bi thwong lién
tuc ro1 duegre cqu ay gidp nhe may, n€u khong c6 ciu ay, sau nay liéu co
lam nén com chéo gi khong!? Ha!? Thé nao!?”



“Vigc do...”

“N6i d&n nguyén nhén thi cling chi vi may toan bj thwong r'oi bét ciu
Ay ding ma thuat qud da nén mdi ra ndng ndi nay, khong phai sao?”

“... Ranta, may nghi nhw the that dd’y a?”

“Khong dung a!? Tao n6i gi sai al?”

“Khong hén 12 sai... nhung...”

“C4i k& nhw may da ching c6 may stc chién dau thi ché! Ping c6 dé
dang bi theong roi ngdng chan ca bon chi! Chinh 12 16i ciia may...!”

“Thoi di!” Mot ti€ng rong gian dir vang 1én. Trong mot thodng, ca quan
lang nhw to. Ai d6 da hét 1én a? C6 vé 1a Moguzou. Haruhiro thyc sy cam
tha’y kinh ngac. Khong th€ tin dwo'c. Moguzou nhuwdn 16ng may 1én, cau &Yy
dang noi con thinh nd. “Gio khong phai ldc d€ cii nhau! Khong phai lic d€
chia r€ n6i bd! Cac cau lam ngudi bot dau minh di!”

Haruhiro ngdi lai xudng ghé”. “... Xin 161.”

“Khéng, ¥ toi 1a...” Ranta rut ¢&. “Ong cling nén 1am ngudi d4u minh
lai... Hoi kich dong qud réi daYy...”

Bi Moguzou Itr mét, Ranta thu ngudi lai. “... Xin, xin 16i. Tt, ttr gio’ tdi
s€ d€'y hon. That day. That day... Hoa ra tén nay s€ ra't dang s¢ khi bi choc
tirc a...”

“... Nhwng ma,” Moguzou udng mdt ngum bia r'oi ra vai xudng. “... N6i
thue, t& cling ¢ suy nghi... sau nay bié€t lam thé nao day...”

Haruhiro gai géi ¢6. “... Ping r'6i nhi. Viéc d6 &y ma, hién tai t& c6 hoi
khong mudn nghi dén, hodc c6 th€'1a t& cheamg the’ suy nghi dwoc gi...”

“T6i ndi tred'e nhé.” Ranta gd ddy cdc vai 10c cOc xudng mat ban.
“Khdng phai téi budng bd ti't cd moi thitr dau. Nhung tdi phai néi ring, sau
khi suy nghi thi k&t qua la, khong cé cdu &y thi bon minh ché’ing lam duorc
gi ca. Clr thir d&m s6 an cau Ay giip do bon minh 1a biét ngay tho6i.”

“Vay?” Haruhiro li&c mét nhin Ranta. “Y may 1a khong lam gi hét a?
Viéc d6 cang khong dwgrc. Van dé tién bac phai x 1i thé’ nao? Chi an voi
ngu cling da ton tién roi. Hay may dinh tim cong viéc khac?” .

Ranta chdng cim, miéng dau 1én nhw chit v 16n ngwoc. “... U thi, ciing
la mdt cach.”



“Tao thi khong sao. Nhuwng may 13 hic 4m ki si ma? K& cd mudn doi
ngh€ ciing dau roi khéi guild dworc.”

“A.

“May quén mata?”

“T... tao dau c6é quén. Pu... ding roi. T... tao 12 hic 4m kj si? Nghia 12
mdi mai chi cé th€ 1am hic am ki si? Chét tiét... Tai sao tao lai thanh hic
am ki si co che...”

Moguzou th¢ dai thwon thwet. “Cong viéc khac a...”

“Nay!” Mot giong néi quen thudc vang 1én. Pwa mit nhin sang, ciu
thd’y mot anh chang quen mit dang vira vy tay vira tién lai gan. “O! O! O!
Ra la cdc cdu! T6i quén ma't tén cdc ciu roi, nhung cling 1au r'6i moi gip
nhi! Hay, cac ciu c6 khde khong? C6 dang tan hwdng tudi xuan khong?”

“Kikkawa.” Haruhiro chép mét. C4i khudn mit c6 vé dan choi d6,
khong sai vao dau dworc. La anh chang dan choi Kikkawa. Nhwng nhin ciu
ta that khac. Do trang bi cta cdu ta. Kikkawa mdc mot cdi 4o gidp duoc gia
cd bing tAm kim loai, hong deo mot thanh ki€m cé gén trang tri & phia
cudi chubi. Tw dang vé thi c6 1€ ciu ta da thanh chi€n binh r'oi.

“Y6... Y6...!” Kikkawa ngodc miéng cwoi dén tdn mang tai, lam dong
tdc vé nhu mong muén mot cu ddp tay. Haruhiro dép lai cau ta khdng kip
nghi. Kikkawa khong ngéan ngai ngdi xuéng gitta Moguzou va Haruhiro,
ro1 goi co hau ban “Bia bia! Bia nhé! Bia!”.

“Sao nwra sao nwra sao nwra? Thé nao? Thé nao? Cac ciu thé nao? C6
ki€m dwoc khong? Céi vu day, cac ciu da d€n Damurou nhi? T6i nghe r'oi,
nghe hét ludn. Lic tredre tdi cling gdp Manatocchi & day. T6i nghe ciu ay
no6i vay. Theé? R6i sao? Cudi cung theé nao?”

Dii 1au 1dm md&i gip nhung céu ta van thit rach viéc. Qud stre rdch viéce.
Bi dp dao, Haruhiro budt miéng tra loi thanh that ... Ciing chfmg di dén
dau ca... Thyc ra, Manato c6 chit... Ma dau phai chi mot chit. N6i thé” nao
nhi...”

“Ha"?” Kikkawa ngu’a ngu’0’1 ra sau. “Ha...!? Ha!? Haaaaaa!? Chang,
chang chang 1&!? Chang 1€ 1a, chang 1€ 1a!? Két, ket hon...!?”

Haruhiro vira stra leng “LAy diu ra!” vira tang cho Kikkawa mot ci vao
sau dau kha la nang tay. Kikkawa kéu 1én oai 0di, con ngwoi twdng nhw 16i
ra phan ntra, nhwng ciu chang tha’y c6 chit hdi han nao.



“... Khong phai vay dau.” Ranta d€ 16 vé mat dau don. “Cau 2y chét
roi. Hom qua. M&i ¢6, hom qua théi...”

“Oi...” Kikkawa vira xoa phia sau dau, vira khé gt dau. “Tdi xin 13i vi
chuyén ban ndy. Xin 16i. That 1dong, xin 16i nhé? T6i that sy khong c6 dc y
gl dau. Lam sao c6 th& nghi rang ciu Ay di mat, phai khong? Manatocchi
dem lai cdm gidc 1a mdt anh chang rat c6 kha ndng. Mic du cdu &y khong
ciing mdt ki€u véi Renji. Oi khong... Ra vdy. Manatocchi méat roi. Um.
Ching the biet dwoc didu gi. Poi véi con ngudi. Lic nao ciing the... O, &
day sao? Bia cua t6i lIén r6i! Bia bia! Puoc roi! Cung ly... ma théi nhi?
Ciing chaalng phai lic d€'lam tro d6. Vay, t6i ty udng vay. Kha!”

Haruhiro nghiéng c0 tr bén nay sang bén kia. Ch.’fmg hi€u sao ciu cam
tha’y cyc ki mét méi. ... Kikkawa trong cling manh khde nhi. Cau dwoc gia
nhap to ddi nao roi a?”

“U. U. Ngay sau lic &y. TS ddi clia ngwoi tén 1a Tokimine. Anh ta la
mot nguoi tdt, du c¢6 hoi ngdc xit. Anh ta ciing & trong quan day. D€ t6i
gioi thiéu nhé? Ludén nhé?”

“... Thoi, bay gio khong can dau.”

“Vay a. Ciing diing. Manatocchi 12 tu si nhi? Thanh ph#n bit budc ctia
to d6i ma. Ti 1€ t¢ vong cua tu si cling chéng phai 13 thap dau. Pung la dé
bi nhim dén that.”

Moguzou cham chap nhin sang Kikkawa. “... Vay ha?”

“T4t nhién r6i.” Kikkawa ndc bia tng we. “Kha... Cdi gi nhi? A, diing
r'oi, tu si. Viéc tu si la Healer [Nguwoi chira tri] y ma, ké dich cling biét day.
Nén dwong nhién chiing s€ xtt ho tredre r'oi. Chi€n binh nhw tdi day thi lam
gi? G6ng minh 1én d€ triedre tién 1a bao vé tu si, ki€u thé? Co ban la sé theo
chiéu huwong nhw vay.”

Moguzou 6m dau. “... T¢, da khdong bao vé dwgc ciu &y. Chi toan dwoc
cau 'y gitp thoi.”

“Khong khong khong...” Kikkawa than thiét 6m vai Moguzou. “Dung
chan nidn nhw thé. Ai ma chgng c6 lic that bai. Phai bié€t discover con
dwong right tr mistake va error chir. S€ On thdi, cdu s€ lam dworc, s€ lam
dwoc.”

“...Nhung,” Moguzou lic d4u, “Manato dau th& tré vé.”



“U nhi.” Kikkawa gio hai tay nhw th€ dau hang. “Diing vay nhi. Nhung
ma, tuy vy, t6i nghi la, chflng phai ching ta chi c¢6 th€ nghi dén twong lai
thoi sao? Ma khong, c6 1€ td1 néi duge vay vi toi chra mat dong dodi bao
gi0’? N6i ngueore lai thi sao? T6i chwa ma't dong d6i nén mdi cd the ndi the?
Ua? VAn nhw nhau ma? Thai thi, hdy hwéng dé&n twong lai, huéng vé phia
tredre.”

Haruhiro ha mét nhin xudng chi&c ban bay ddy coc vai bang gdm. Guc
dau chdn ndn nhie thé nay la khong dwoc sao? Tuy ching can phdi nghe
nhitng diéu Kikkawa noi, nhwng néu la Manato thi khong biét cdu 4y sé
nght gi, sé ndi gi? Chdc rdng, di khdong mdt doi mdt ma néi thc%ng ra, cqu
ay vdn sé tao ra mot bau khong khi khién moi ngwoi tw dong hwong vé
phia trwoec.

“Du ¢6 hudng vé phia triede...” Ranta cdn nhan. “Ai biét dwoc s& c6
chuyén gi & cdi phia tredc &y chir. Gior to doi cta bon nay dau con tu si
nwa.”

Kikkawa lam méit nhw mudn ndi “thé€” thi sao”. “Tim tu si m&i 1a dwoc
ma? A, doi da, to1 doan dréu cau mudn ndi nhé. Cau dinh néi 1a, li€u co tu
sT nao mudn gia nhap mot to ddi linh tinh nguyén tap sy hay khong, ding
khong? Ma nhan ti¢n, td6i khong con 1a tip sy nira nhé? T6i thanh linh tinh
nguyén chinh thirc r'éi. Cac cu c¢é xem huy hiéu ma t6i da mua khong? C6
mudn xem khong, tdi cho xem?”

“... Tol chflng mudén thdy dau.” Haruhiro thé ra mét hoi. “Nhung ma,
ding nhw ciu noi, s€ chealng cé tu si nao them gia nhap t& ddi ctia bon nay
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ca.”

“To1 nghi cing khong hin 1a khong c6?7”

“Ha...?”

“T6i trong the” nay nhung quen biét rong 1dm nhé. Twong ddi d6. Toi
bi€t kha nhi€u linh tinh nguyén da’y. Nén la, c6 da’y. Toi bi€t tu sT ma k€ ca
la cac cdu cling ¢6 thé chiéu mo dworc.”

Ranta redn nguwoi ra phia trede. “D6, d6 1a ai vay?”

“Trwdre, db, thi,” Kikkawa I'an lwot nhin bon Haruhiro. “Tén cac ciu la
gi vdy nhi? T6i nghi mai ma cheamg th€ nao nhd ra. Xin 16i nhé? Cdc ciu néi
cho to1 bi€t dwgrc hong?”



13. Manh ghép quan trong

ré’i’cg sdng roi a, Haruhiro nghi. Du ai chét di ntra thi budi sdng van sé
dén, hét Tan nay t&i Tan khac, khong bao gio thay doi.

T4m gior sdng hdm sau, trieéc cong Béc chia Alterna. Trude khi dw Am
ctia ti€ng chudng ngan cao vit bi€n mat, Ranta, trong cé vé tha't vong, hét
1én. “... Vi viy, t6i xin dwgc gidi thi€u voi cac ban, ngueoi ban méi cla
chiing ta! Tu si Merry, ndo, v0 tay...!”

Haruhiro va Moguzou dai khai cling dap tay vao nhau. Con Yume va
Shihoru ¢6 vé da bi lam cho ngo ngang. Khéng phdi cdu khong hieu tam
trang clia hai ngwoi ho. Séng ra dot nhién bi bon Haruhiro 16i diy roi dan
dén day, lai con thém ca vu nay. Khong ngac nhién mai 1a la.

Du vay, c¢d nang Merry nay, tuy m&i gdp Yume va Shihoru Ian dau
nhung chzalng cé ¥ dinh chao hoi gi ca. Nhin bén ngoai thi c6 &y c6 vé la
mot ngwoi manh mé, sy gai géc 16 6 ra mat nén cau cam thay viéc do cling
12 dwong nhién. Nhuwng ndi thi néi the, chang 1€ co 4y khong the diéu chinh
hon mét chiit a? Khong a? Chic chinh vi ki€u nay nén mdi dén lirot bon
Harnhiro chiéu mo dwoc.

Ranta gi¢i thiéu Merry mot [an ntra. “Pay, day 1a ban Merry...”

“Xin...” Shihoru rut re s¢ sét cui dau, “...xin chao.”

“Lan...” Yume ciling hoi khom ngwoi, “Tan dau gdp mat.”

Dén th& roi ma Merry van chaamg them chao héi. Co6 &y khoéng néi gi,
nheo mét nhin chim chdm Shihoru va Yume chzaing chut ki€ng de. Td1 qua,
Haruhiro ciing bi quan st b&i 4nh mit da'y. Khong thé chju duworc.

Pau tién phdi ndi la trong c6 4y rat dé thwwong, lai con khong phdi mikc
do binh thwong. Vé dep siéu viét Gy viegt qua cd nhirng khdi niém thudn tuy
nhw la mdt to, hinh ddng miii, moi hay dwong nét khudén mdt tuyét voi, mdi
téc thang ong d rat dep. Hoi khé dé nght co &y ciing la con ngwoi giong
minh. DPiéu gi da giy cho ciu cam gidc nhw vy nhi? C6 I€ 1a sy cin xirng.
Hay 12 m4i dau nhé nhén, hodc phong cdch ctia c6 Ay ching? Chi nhin mot



cdi 12 ai cling hi€u dwoe ring c6 Ay & dang cAp khac han. Quan trong 13 co
Ay 14t ¢ khi chdt. Thir d6 manh dén ndi, ban d4u, du chi dirng tredc mit
Merry thoi, cdu da cam thdy cing thzamg. Nhwng cdu 14p tiec nhén ra, anh
mét ctia c6 Ay rat lanh ling. Qud lanh, d&n mirc khong binh thuwong. Pay
6 1& s& 1a mot ¢d nang ric rdi. N&u dwoc thi dirng nén dén gan, cit nhin
ngdm tir xa 1a di. Co Ay 1a ki€u phu nit nhu thé".

Nhung d4ng ti€c rang, bon Haruhiro dang & tinh the¢ khong thé khong
chiéu mo Merry.

Theo loi Kikkawa, vé co ban, chéng cO nhiéu linh tinh nguyén khong
tim dwoe tO ddi, va tu si lai cang it ntra. Cling ting cé nhirng cudc tranh
doat no ra xung quanh tu si ¢é ki niang t6t, nén nhin chung la rat thi€u
ngwoi. Thém vao d6, bon Haruhiro méi chi 1a linh tinh nguyén tip sw, cé
vé da bi nhirtng nhém cung thoi nhwe Renji hay Kikkawa bd xa. N6i cach
khéc, bon cau dang loanh quanh & khu vigc cham day trong s6 nhirng ddi c6
vi tri thap nhat ciia Poan linh tinh nguyén Red Moon. Bon ciu chflng the’
kén ca chon canh dwoe. Bon cdu khong dirng & vi tri ¢ th€' lam thé’. Du la
Merry hay 1a ai di ntra, chi ¢can c6 tu si gia nhap vao to ddi thi d@ man
nguyén 1dm roi. N&u khong cé ai thi chi con cich tir bd hoic mdt ngudi
nao do trong td doi doi nghé thanh tu si.

Merry vudt toc 1€n, nhin vé phia Haruhiro. “Pay la toan bd thanh vién

NA N

roia?”’

«U"...” Haruhiro hap tap cii dau. Cu vd tinh dan méit vao Merry. Chi
nhin thoi thi dung la thich that. Merry 1a tu sT nén cling mdc bo y phuc tu si
mau tring cé soc lam. Trang phuc 16 rang khong di€u da, cling chang de’1o
ra dwong nét co’ the, thé ma nhin c¢6 &y van dep vO cing, chuyén nay la
pham luat muwoi muoi. “U, ir. Py 1a ta't cd thanh vién. Thém Merry nira 12
sau nguwoi.”

“Vay 2.” Marry khé cuwdi bang miii. “Puwoc thdi. Chi cin nhin dwoc
phidn cta minh thi t6i thé nao cling dugrc. Gio’ ching ta di ddu, Damurou?”

“Pung, ding vay...” Haruhiro quan sit bi€u hién cua cac dong ddi. Bdu
khong khi co vé xdu. Cwc ki xdu. Thé nay thi co on khong ddy. “... phai
khong nhi?”

“Phai khong nhi? Néi 10 rang di.”



“Da... Damurou. Khu thanh cii. Pi san goblin... Nhirng cdi khac thi t&
khong 16 14m.”

“A, vay ha. Vay thi di nhanh di. Téi s& di theo.”

“.. A, 2 ndy?” Ranta nguwéc mét 1én nhin Merry. “D... ddng &y c6 thé
lam gi d6, mot, mot chit thdi, voi cach dn ndi cung thai do, cda minh, dwoc
khong nhi...?”

Merry lweo'm Ranta bang d6i mét lanh nhw bing. “H3?”

“...Khong, X... xin 16i... Khong ¢6 gi... ddu.”

Merry thdt ddng s¢. Qud ddng so. Thdt nguy hiem, nghiém tiic day.
Khong ho’la Merry.

Theo Kikkawa, Merry c6 mot vai biét danh. Mt trong s6 d6 1a Merry
x&u tinh. Mot cai ntra 1a Merry dang so. V@ co ban, Merry la nguoi ty do,
nhirng t6 ddi khdng c6 hay khong da tu si s€é ngd loi moi co &y. Merry
khong bao gio’ tir chdi. Nhwng ¢ vé ¢6 &y s€ khdng & 1au trong mot to doi.
Hinh nhw Merry khéng coi ngwoi khéac 1a ngwoi. Cach ¢6 &y 1am tu si cling
¢ vé ki la. Khong ¢6 mdt 101 d6n nao néi t6t veé cd &y. Tom lai, né€u nhin
thi 1a cwc pham, nhung thi€u tinh than hop tac. Thi€u mot cach tram trong.
Ngoai ra, dii ¢6 &y ludn chap nhan 101 mei vao t6 doi nhwng sé tir chdi lovi
mdi hen ho bing t6c @0 dnh sdng. C6 vé Kikkawa ciing da b tir chdi thang
thung. Cdu thdt vi dai, Kikkawa, ddm mo'i cd cé 4y.

Hoan toan khong c6 cudc tro chuyén nao trong khodng mot ti€ng di dén
Damurou.

No6i sao nhi, nghet thé, cwc ki nghet thé. Ranta va Moguzou hoan toan
so Merry, Yume va Shihoru thi tran ddy nghi ngo va khong tin twdng.
Haruhiro cling khong bi€t nghi ngo va khong tin twdng veé cdi gi. Tuy
khong biét, cAu van thdy Yume va Shihoru dwong nhw dang boi rdi, ma
cling c6 vé tirc gidn ntra. CO phdi ho dang nghi “Manato vira moi mat da
thu nhdn ngay mot tu st moi la thé’ nao? Hon nita lgi con la dang ngwoi
thé’nay sao?” Kiéu thé...?

No6i that, chinh ban than Haruhiro con nghi thé” ntra 1a. Phai chiang it
nhd't cling nén d€ thém mot thoi gian nra? Cac ciu con chaalng ban bac gi
voi Yume va Shihoru ca. Hom qua céu ciing chfmg quy€t dinh dwoc gi &
chd d6. N&u ciu suy nghi ki hon thi t6t biét may. N&u 12 Manato, chic



chin ciu &y s& khong phé mic cho s& phin roi d€ moi viéc thanh ra th&’
nay.

Chuwra k€, van con qud sé'm d€ quay lai noi nay.

Khu thanh ct Damurou.

No1 Manato chét.

Th&y Haruhiro 14m bam “... N&u gdp bon ching I4n nira”, Ranta gin
giong day vé u am. “Lic d6... Lic d6 thi phai xtt bon ching chir con gi. Tao
s& khong thodi mdi dworc néu chua cit roi tai clia tén khon mic gidp va tén
kho'n hobgob d€ dang 1€n t& dan cua than Skullhell.”

“Nhung...” Shihoru néi lanh Iing. “Bon minh hién tai dau th€ thing
dwoc chung.”

Ranta xi mot tié€ng. “C6 th€ khong thing nhung vin phai lam.”

“Vay nho chét thi,” giong Yume run ray, ... nho chét thi s€ chealng con

2

gica.”

Moguzou gat dau that manh. “Khoéng dwgc chét. T khong mubn ai
phai chét ntra.”

“Ai da...” Merry dinh néi gi d6 nhung lai cén chit khée mdi. “Céc ciu
dinh di hay khong day? Toi thi thé” nao ciing dwoc nén céc cau quy€t dinh
nhanh lén.”

Ranta quay mit di chd khac, khé tdc lwdi. “Nhanh 1én di kia, Haruhiro.”

“A...” Haruhiro chot nghi. Ngwoi chi huy ciia t0’ doi nay la ai vdy?
Trwoe ddy thi ré rang la Manato roi. Hién tai thi sao? Ranta chc‘ing co
ddng ciia ngwoi lanh dao. Moguzou ciing khéng phdi tip ¢6 thé’dén ddt moi
nguwoi, Yume va Shihoru ciing vdy. Thé thi, la minh sao? Khong, minh ciing
lam gi co khd ndng lanh dao. Minh khong du quyét dodn. Mdc di Manato
dd noi vay.

Gidy phiit cudi cung, Manato da chi dich danh minh ma noi “Nho
cau’.

Cdu do qud nhién la nho minh cham soc cho moi ngwoi phdi khong?
Nhwng Manato a, khong dwgc ddu. To khong lam dwoc. To khong thé’ lam
dwoc nhiw Manato ddu.

Tredc mét, ciu thir néi v&i moi ngwdi “Pi thoi!” nhung thyc t& nghe
nhw bi lac giong. Ty cdu cling thd'y minh that ddng thwong.



Duwa vao tdm ban d6 dang vé d¢&, ca bon than trong di quanh khu vue i
goblin hay xud't hién.

Khéng c¢6 Manato nén ba con goblin chic s& qud sitc bon ciu. Th&
nhung, ding vao ngay hom nay, dit vin gip nhirng nhém ba, bdn con, bon
cau chging tim thdy nhém nao cé tir hai con tré xudng ca. Lic dung lai nghi
ngoi khi da qua trwa, trong to ddi tran ngdp sy sdt rudt, kho chiu, mét nhoc
va chan nan, lam Haruhiro thdy da day dau quan. Ctr cdi da nay thi that vo
nghia vé& nhi€u mat. Haruhiro &m thdm quy€t tim. Gio’ ¢ ba con tré xuéng
12 chién thdi. Bon cdu c¢6 tu s nén chic chin sé xt 1f dworc.

Co hdi d6 dén ngay lap tirc. C6 da'u vEt cua ltra trai trén mat da't dwoc
bao quanh bdi twong rao dd nat. O d6 c6 ba con goblin. Mot con mic gidp
xich va mang mot cdy thwong ngén, hai con con lai chi mic 4o vai, trang bj
doan ki€m va riu. Con goblin ¢am thwong voc dang kha khoé hinh nhw ¢6
dia vi nha't, dAn theo con goblin ¢Am riu cling con goblin ¢Am doan ki&m.
Chic bon ciu sé& xtr dworc 1i nay thoi.

“Trwde tién, Yume va Shihoru hdy tdn cong phu ddu con goblin ¢cAm
thwong. B6n nguoi g6m to, Ranta, Yume va Merry s€ ¢Am chin con ¢cAm
riu cung con cam dodn ki€m. Trong lic d6, Moguzou va Shihoru hdy ha
con goblin ¢cdm thwong. Néu hai nguwoi ma khé qua thi t& hodc Ranta sé
sang gitp. N&u don dep dwoc con cam thwong thi to nghi ching ta s€ cam
chic chién thing trong tay.”

“Poi di!l” Giong Merry cét ngang sic lem. “Tai sao toi lai phai ddnh
nhau v@i 1 goblin vy ha?”

“0...” Haruhiro nghét mét ra. “Khong, khong dugc a? Ua? Tai sao...?”

“T6i s€ khong 1én phia tredre dau. Toi 1a tu si ma, chuyén do6 la dwong
nhién.”

“Nay...” Ranta suyt thi ma't binh tinh, nhwng da kiém ché dwoc. “Ba...!”

Merry ném mot dnh mit nhe mudn dim chét nguoi vé phia Ranta.
“Ba?”

“...C...c06? Khong, t6i ma goi thé thi ki quiic 14m... Me... Merry

“Chi th& th6i?”

“Ban... Merry.” Ranta run ban bat, gan xanh noi 1én. “N... nghe nay?
Chflng phai ban dang ¢aAm cdi thir tu si hay ¢Am sao? N6 goi l1a gi nhi? Tich
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treong a? Ban c6 nd ding khong? Ma thir d6 dung d€ dap ding khong?
Hay don gian chi d€'lam mau?”

“Ping vay.” Merry won ngyc, nhin xudng Ranta. “Céi nay 1a d€ lam
mau.”

“P...do...”

“DoP”

“B... ban... Merry, ban &y ma, viéc d6, cai d6 Ay, gi nhi, chéng bi€t
nwra... Thoi dwoe roi, ban thich lam gi thi lam...”

“Cau khong néi thi tdi van 1am viéc minh thich ma?”

“Piing vay nhi. Ha ha ha. T6i da nghi vay day. Chét ti€t, con ranh nay
la loai gi vay...?”

“Cau dung c6 hé ra la dung may tw ngr ban thiu dwore khong? S€ lam
ban tai toi day.”

“Toi ra't xin 161! La 10i cta to6i cad! N&u da khong thich dén vay sao ban
khong bit luon tai lai di!”

“Tai sao toi phai lam cdi viéc phién phirc nhw thé?”

“Thoi... thdi nao...” Haruhiro gdi c¢6. “Tam thoi té hi€u roi. B dé
phong nhitng lic khan cAp, Merry sé doi & phia sau. Xem nao, & g4n chd
Shihoru la dwore nhi? Shihoru 1a phap sw nén sé khdng 1én phia tredrc. Nhu
vay khong van dé... gi chir?”

Merry li€c Haruhiro mot cdi nhw th€ muén chém dut ciu. “Ciling phu
hop da’y chx?”

“Vay... vay thi ctr th& nhé...” Haruhiro vudt nguc, thyc ra ciling thdy
bwc minh. Tai sao minh phdi chiéu theo co ta nhw thé nay? Merry da gia
nhdp td doi tw hdm nay. Cd &y ciing c¢6 kinh nghiém hon bon Haruhiro.
Nhung ¢6 1€ ho khong phai la dong d6i? Nha't 1a ciu con khong c6 can dam
noéi thang nhw thé véi Merry. Cau s¢r. Bau khong khi cling khong cho phép
ca bon ding thanh vong tron r6i hé “Chi€n dadu hét minh!” nhw thong 1€
thwong lam. “... Yume, Shihoru, nho hai cau.”

Yume va Shihoru d€u im ldng gt dau. Chéng 1€ hai ngwoi con chflng
mudn Ién ti€ng nra w? Ca hai déu mang vé mat khé chiu vo cung. Cdc cdu
dwng co nhw vdy dwoc khong? To ciing dang tiec dién lén ddy. Nhwng ciing
dau thé’lam gi khdc dwgc. Co do thi cdc cdu phdi hieu cho to chir.



Mot khi néi ra miéng thi c¢6 vé cau s€ khong dung lai dwoe. Haruhiro

quy&t dinh nén chit tdt cd nhitng diéu d6 xudng tin ddy long. Cau din
Yume va Shihoru di trude. Sdp dén tam bén cda ma thudt roi. Haruhiro
dung tay ra ddu, Shihoru vira v& vin ty nguyén t& bang giy vira bit dau
thap giong niém than chu. Yume ctng dat tén lén cung va kéo cang day
cung. Nguyén t& bong tdi phong ra to dau gy cua Shihoru. Tién 1én. Puwoc
roi. Tring dich. Con goblin dn tron nguyén t& bong tdi vao gitra nguc, toan
than no run ray, danh rovi cay doan thwong. Mii té€n cia Yume di truot, bay
hin sang mdt hwéng khdc. Yume siét chit cay cung khi nghe thay t phia
sau vang 1én giong Tam bam cta Merry “Treot xa qua daYy.”
“Puwng d€ y!” Haruhiro vira néi v&i Yume vwra rit dao gam. Moguzou
va Ranta da chuan bi tan cong bon goblin. Bon minh ciing phdi nhanh lén.
Ha guc ké dich. Chién thdng. Néu that bai cé thé sé chét. Chi con cdch
thing thoi.

“Hwrm...” Moguzou bi can dwong b&i con goblin ¢Am riu va con goblin
cam doan ki€m. Trong lic d6, con goblin cam thwong da gan 187y lai dwoc
tw thé". Ranta hét “Hay a!”, chém vé phia con goblin cam riu, tich n6 ra
khoi Moguzou nhung con ¢cAm doédn ki&€m van bam dai nhue dia. Moguzou
loay hoay mai vin khong th€ day dwoc con goblin ¢Am dodn kiém ra xa.
Vay thi minh sé lam.

“Backstab [BDam sau lwng]...!” Sau khi vong ra sau lung con goblin cam

doan ki€m, Haruhiro ngay 14p tic ddm dao gdm ra. Con goblin ¢cdm doan
ki€m kéu Ién the thé va dinh quay nguwoi lai. Con dao gam swgt qua swon
con goblin cam doadn ki€m. N¢ rit 1€n r6i vung thanh doan ki€m vEé phia
cau.
“Ui, nay...!” Haruhiro trdnh don, r'o6i nhdy sang phai, nhanh chéng lui
lai. Con goblin nay kh4 nhanh nhen. Chéng tréch né lam can tré Moguzou.
Nhung bang don vira roi, khong con ké nao chin tredc mit Moguzou nira.
Con goblin cam thwong dam vé phia Moguzou. Moguzou dung thanh cw
ki€m gat cdy doan thwong cua né. Gio da thanh ba cdp mot ddu mot.
Khong, ¢6 vé Yume dang dén hd tror Haruhiro. C6 Ay vung cao con dao
san, chém vé phia con goblin cam doan ki€m. “Thap ty chéo...!”

Con goblin dung doan ki€m chung gd&i, bat nhdy xa dén tan hai mét d¢
bd chay. That linh hoat. Thinh thoang cling cé nhitng con goblin nhw thé’
nay. Do co’ th€ nhd nén sirc tdn cdng khdng dang k€, nhwng ning lyc tau



thoat lai vieg't tr1 nén ra’t kho ha guc. NoO la loai goblin nhe can. R4t phién
phtrc.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!” Shihoru st dung phép Shadow Beat [Nhip
di€u bong t61]. Nguyén t6 bong t61 bay ve phia con goblin cam thwong. N6
né dwoe. Moguzou chop 18y thoi co vung thanh cy ki€m nhwng khoang
cach hoi xa. Cau 8y chém vao khoang khéng. Con goblin dam lién tuc cay
dodn thwong vé phia Moguzou. Bi dam lién tiép nhw vdy, Moguzou bt
budc phai gitr khodng cach. Du goi la doan thwong nhuwng chi€u dai cia n6
con hon ¢ chiéu cao ctia con goblin. Moguzou van khong th€ thu hep dworc
khoang cach v&i con goblin. Nghi lai thi day c¢6 1€ m&i 1a Tan d4u céu Yy
giao da'u thye thu véi mot ké dich ¢am thwong. Chic dé ciing 1a mot phan
nguyén nhan khi€n Moguzou phai kho chi€n. Goi la thi€u kinh nghiém phai
khong?

“..0i..."” Ranta hét 1én r'6i nhay Idi lai. Dui trdi cdu &y bj cit mot vét
sdu, dang chdy mdu. Con goblin ¢Am riu vung cy riu ngin vl v v&i cor
the thap bé ctia né, d€ nhdm vao nita than dudi cla cdc ciu. Con nay lai
cling 12 loai khé nhin day.

“Yume, t& s€ xir con nay, ciu lo con ¢dm riu di! Merry, chira cho Ranta

!9’

nhé

Merry tra loi chéng ma't mot gidy: “Khong.”

“Khong!? Ha, tai sao vay!?”

“P6 khong phai vét thwong can voi va chira tri ma. M&i ¢6 nhw thé” thi
cO chiu dyng di!”

“... D6 chét dim...!” Ranta hing hd lao vao tA'n cdng con goblin ¢cAm
riu. “P6 khén @6 khdn d6 khdon d6 khon! Pung twdng ¢6 bé ngoai hoi, a
khong, rdt hap din ma 1én mit nhé! DPung ¢ dua véi toi! Dep hét

Haruhiro va Yume cung duoi theo con goblin nhe can ¢cam doan ki€m
nhung khong 1am th& nao bit dworc né. “Cau khong tha’y dau a, Ranta!”

“Pau chir! Hatred [Nhat chém thu hén]...!” Ranta hwéng vEé phia con
goblin ¢am riu vung thanh trwong ki€m chém chéo xu6ng mot duwong
nhung bi né nhe nhang tranh dwgec. “Méu dang chay rong rong day nay!?
Puwong nhién la dau chir con gi ntra! A a, dau qua d6 chét bam...!”



“Ui...]?” Yume vira ngd dap mong. Con goblin ¢am doan ki€m dd ngang
chan cd ay. Nguy roi. Yume nguy roi. “Li€u thoi...!” Haruhiro xa than lao
vao gilra Yume va con goblin ¢Am doan kié€m... O hay, bé chay dé dang thé
la sao!? Con goblin nhdy tung tung ra xa. Chi trong chd'p mét. Dao gim
cta Haruhiro khong cham t&i né dwgc nira.

“Lo do qué nhi.” Merry 1&m bam. La 16i ciia ai vdy hd, Haruhiro nghi.
Néu khoéng phdi c6 ma la Manato thi déi thii c6 nay da nham nho gi.
Manato viea la Tank [Chiu don] ngang ngira voi Moguzou, vika la mot
Healer [Ngwo'i chita tri], gitt vai tro ldp chién lwoc, va ciing la thi linh
cia chiing tdi. Néu c¢é Manato ¢ ddy, noi la ngang voi swec manh cua cd
tram ngwo'i thi ¢ hoi phong dai, nhwng vé mdt tinh thin hén sé khdc biét
cor do. Manato khdc vori ¢o, mot tu sT chi biét tri thwong, ma ngay dén cd
viéc tri thwong ay ciing khong them lam. Hai ngwoi qud khdc nhau. Khdc
dén miec khong thé’ coi nhw doi twong so sdnh diwgre.

Nhwrng Manato da khong con niga. Chdng con ton tai & bat ci dau.
Chiing t6i da mat Manato vinh vién.

To phdi lam sao ddy, Manato?



14. Bo - 1a Renji
- DONG Vang cua nenji

“... That khong th€ chju ndi!” Ranta dong chiéc cdc vai bang gdm xudng
ban.

“A, nay,” Moguzou lf nhi trong miéng. “Cii c&c, s& v& mat, day.”

) “Lim 101! Tadi biét du’é’ngA nhe tay ma! Ma Ong thi sao ha, Moguzou?
Ong khong thdy byc minh a? Ong thay sao, ha!?”

“Cai, cai day thi, v...”

“Ping khong! Con nhd do that kho chiu! Cai thai d6 do la sao chur! bi
cling nhau bao nhiéu ngdy ma ching c& ging than thién hon ti nao!
Haruhiro!”

“Ha?”

“May nghi sao? Nghi sao, ha!? Tao dang hoi 1a may nghi sao! May nghi
sao? Pinh bét tao hdi di hdi lai bao nhiéu I'4n nira, &6 ngdc!”

“Tai may hoi lién tuc ma’y I'an Iién da’y chir...”

Haruhiro nhap mot ngum bia. ““... N6i that, khong phai khong cé lic tao
thd’y tirc khong chiu dwore.”

“May noi nang long vong qua da’y! La sao ha!? La th& ha, vi b€ ngoai
co ta trong xinh xén chi gi!?”

“Ch:ing li€n quan gi dén viéc d6 ca...”

“Khong dau, may con dé dii 1dm! May van d& dai v&i co ta! Cuc ki dé
dai!”

“Tao dau ¢ dinh dé dai v&i ¢d Ay, chinh may méi s¢ c6 4y mot phép .
Chang phai may chi dwore cdi n6i xa'u sau lwng thé nay thdi chir tredc mat
nguoi ta thi khong dam ho hé ti€ng nao a?”

“Ho6 hé dll’Q’/C chic!” Ranta nidm guc xudng ban. “Con nhd dé ding s¢
chét di dwoc! Anh mét d6, giong néi d6 déu dang sor qua di! Thi€u chit
ntra la tao phat khéc 1én roi ddy bi€t khong ha! Tao c¢6 nén khoc khong
ha!?”



Moguzou vd nhe vao vai Ranta. “Cu, cdu ding khéc.”

“Thoéi di!” Ranta hat tay Moguzou ra. “Pung c¢é an ui t6i! Pan éng
khong thich dwge an i dau! T... t6i... toi that 1a ddng bu'dn ding khdng ha...
wroaaa..”

“K¢& cau ay di, Moguzou.” Haruhiro thé dai. “Cau &y lic nao chealng
the". Né&u ctt quan tAm ting li ting tf thi ching bao gid ¢6 diém ding.”

K€ tw khi Merry gia nhap t6 doi, ba ngwoi Haruhiro, Ranta va Moguzou
da hinh thanh théi quen dé€n Quéan rwou Sherry sau khi quay vé tw khu
thanh ct Damurou. Chging phdi bon cdu muén udéng rwou, nhung néu
khong tim cach giai khudy thé nay thi bon ciu s€ khong thé nao ngt dworc,
va sé cheamg cO tam trang don ngay hom sau.

Mot coc bia, n€u ¢6 huy hi€u thi cé vé s€ dwoe giam gid con ba copper,
nhwng bon Haruhiro méi chi 1a tdp sy nén né ¢6 gid bon copper. Du ciu chi
udng mot cdc, cung 1&m 14 hai, nhung ciu van ty nhan thic dwoc ring
minh dang phi pham tién bac. Thu nhép cia cd nhém rét xudng chi bang
mot nira, khong, mot phan ba so vé&i lic Manato con s6ng nén ciling chéng
hi€m nhirng ngdy ma mdi ngwdi bon ciu khong kie€m ndi d&€n mot silver.
Phai ti€t kiém. Cau biét o diéu do.

TOng tai san cta Haruhiro, tinh ca phan gii & Thwong héi ki gwi
Yorozu, 1a hon mwoi bay silver. Gid cda huy hiéu la hai mwoi silver nén
can thém chit ntra. Ma cling khong phai cr tich gép du hai mwoi silver la
cdu s€ mua huy hi€u ngay. Khdng cé trong tay khoang ba mwoi silver thi
cau cling chgng the’ trda mdt cuc hai mwoi silver dwgre. Néu cho tra gop thi
tot bi€t ma'y.

“Linh tinh nguyén a...” Haruhiro 1dm bam, nhin mdt vong trong quan.
Vi khéch nao cling mang trén nguwoi trang bi t6t hon bon Haruhiro. Néu bi
d4nh cip thi s& ra't phién, nén c6 nhiéu linh tinh nguyén mic nguyén bd
gidp wa dung dé€n quan rwgu, nhwng trong s d6 cling ¢ nhirng ngwoi chi
deo mdi thanh ki&€m trong c6 vé& dit tién bén canh nhitng by d'6 di dwong
ki€u cdch, khién cdu khong th& khdng cdm nhan siu sic sy chénh léch 4p
dao.

“Tao bit chéd.” Ranta ngahg mit 1én, 1am thanh tw th& ki cuc v&i cam ti
lén ban. “Chéng can tui bay ndi tao ciing bi€t, Haruhiro. La vu d6 dung
khong? C4i vu muc tiéu trede mét... clia bon minh 12 mua huy hiéu roi tré



thanh linh tinh nguyén chinh thitc 4y. Chuyén d6 thi th& nao chang dworc,
khong thd’y hao hirng teo nao. May dang nghi vay c¢6 ding khong?”

“... Bi may néi tring nhitng gi dang nghi qua 1a m6t cam gidc phic tap
kinh di.”

“May ding la ké ba't lich sw! Tao ddp may mot tran by gio’, nhé?”

“Tao ra't xin 161.”

“Purng c¢6 xin 10i nhanh nhw thé! Lam sao phat triéh tiép cAu chuyén
dwoc! Nhat nhéo 14m ding khong? Phdi hop vai tao thém chit nita di. Di
ma, d6 ngdc.”

“That ddng 1a mot tén phién phiec...”

“Nhung ma... vm...” Moguzou thdp giong rén ri. “... T& ¢6 cam gidc
bon minh dang d€ vudt ma't muc ti€u. N6i sao nhi. Truwede day thi khong nhw
the’, vdy ma...”

“Khong ngo'...,” Ranta quay nghiéng mat, 4p ma xudng ban. “Khong
ngo moi thir lai thay d6i nhw vay. Chi vi ciu 4y khong con nira ma moi viéc
thay d6i d&€n mirc nay sao?”

Haruhiro néng mdu, tuy dinh kim lai nhung khong thanh cong 1im. ...
Pung ¢ néi 1a chi.”

“Um.” Ranta gat du. “Xin 161.”

“... May xin 16i nhanh nhw thé”1am tao bj hing da’y.”

“That 1a mot tén phién phirc...”

Tuy nghi bung hay 1a tdng cho ciu ta mdt phat, nhung ciu lai chaamg
mudn ci't cdng vung nim di'm d& danh mot tén nhw Ranta.

“Muc tiéu, a...” Haruhiro mot I4n nira lia mét nhin khép trong quan. C4u
dirng lai & mot khuén mit quen thudc, khong hicu sao tim ciu nhw thit lai.
“...Renji.”

So v&i bon Haruhiro chi€m mét cdi ban tdi tam trong géc ting mot,
nhom Renji dang ng'6i & chi€c ban gan quay kha dep va sang sua. Khong,
co 1€ n6 chaalng dep cling chealng xa'u, ¢ di€u, n€u la Haruhiro thi cau khong
the& ng'di tai chiéc ban c6 vj tri bit mit nhw the. CAu mang mang cam tha'y,
mudn lam vay qua thwc phai cé dia vi, hodc than phan, hay cap bac twong
Xung.



“U oa.” Ranta hinh nhw ciing da nhin thd’y Renji. “Tén Renji ding 1a @6
thich chung dién...”

Moguzou rut ¢& lai nhr dang bj méing. “Tuyét, tuyét that...”

Piing that. Cau ta ra't chwng dién va nhin that tuyét. Chi riéng mai téc
mau bac da d bit mét roi, vAy ma Renji con khodc thém bén ngoai 4o gidp,
mot thit trong nhw chiéc do choang twdng quin cé gin 16ng thd mau den.
Thanh ki€m 1&n dwng vao ban trong ciing ¢6 vé 1a hang khing. Renji lam
sao kiéin dwoc thie nhw vdy nhi? Cdu ta mua a? Trong cé vé dit tién. Hay
cdu ta tim dwoc & ddu do? Dau do la chd nao co'?

Khong chi ¢6 Renji. Cdu dau dinh Ron & bén canh cling mac mot bod
gidap hoanh trang, chi€c 4o dai den ma ciu ban deo kinh mau réu Adachi
dang mic ciing sdng béng, nhin ¢ vé dit tién. Sassa v&i trang phuc kha 1a
h& hang khién cidu nho dén cd Barbara, c6 1€ c6 nang 1a dao tic. C6 nang
vOon da xinh dep r'o6i, nén thanh thyc ma noéi, gior ¢6 Ay cuwc ki gori cam.
Chibi khong hi€u sao dang ng'di quy gdi dwdi chan Renji thi chic 1a tu si.
Nhung trang phuc tu si ma Chibi dang mac khac biét ro rét véi Manato va
Merry. Trong thi cha't vai cé vé tdt, lai con di€m xuy€t vai thi d6 trang tri.

“Pam d6 la linh m&i nhi...?” Ranta c6 vé sirng so. “V€ thoi gian lam
linh tinh nguyén thi cling giéng bon minh ding khdng...? Tai sao lai c6 sy
khac biét d&€n nhw vay chwr...?”

Du la tap sy hay da c6 huy hiéu, nhtrng ké khong phai linh tinh nguyén
lau nam déu bi goi la linh m&i. Nhwng nhin déi ciia Renji thi chfmg al nghi
ho 1a linh m&i ca. Néu d6i x& véi ho nhw linh méi thi ¢6 1€ s€ phai tra gia
dét.

Haruhiro nghi rang sy chénh léch nay sé& chealng bao gio’ thu hep dworc.
Nghi gi d&n chuyén thu hep chir, né sé chi cang rdng ra thdi. Bon Haruhiro
s& mdi ndm & vi tri thdp nhat. Bon ciu s€ ludn la nhirng ké fdm thwong
trong s& nhirng ké tAm thwong, con bon Renji s€ cang ngay cang vueot 1én.
R6i d&n mdt lic, ¢6 1€ ho s€ tré thanh nhitng ngwoi ma ai cling phai ngwdc
nhin. Du ¢6 tinh co’ gdp nhau & dau doé, ciu ciling chzatng ddm m& miéng.
Bon Haruhiro s€ bi quén lang, con nhém Renji s€ la tiéu di€m tap trung sy
quan tdm chd y cia mudén nguoi.

Néu Manato khong chét thi bon minh sé thé’ nao nhi?



Manato ting néi, bon minh da tré thanh mot t6 doi ra't to't roi. Khong
bi€t d6 c6 phai nhirng loi that long ctia cau &y hay khong?

Manato da tieng toi qudn rwgu Sherry, co 1€ cdu @y ciing biét vé tinh
hinh ciia nhom Renji. Cdu 4y khong thdy birc xiic a? Renji titng bwoc tién
lén con bdn than thi nhw vdy? Néu co nhigng dong doi dwoc viéc hon thi
bdn thdn ciing sé khong thua kém. Manato ciing la con ngwoi, néu co
nhirng suy nghi dy thodng qua trong ddu ciing chéng la. Nhwng tai sao
Renji lai khéng rii Manato? Chdc chdn cdu &y c6 dii ndng lwe. Néi Manato
gia nhdp nhom Renji thi ho cd [é sé tro thanh mét t6’ ddoi manh mé hon nira.
Néu vay, Manato hin sé khong chét. Chdc chdn cdu dy da khong can phdi
chét.

Haruhiro da guc dau xudng lic nao khdng hay. Vi Ranta nim 13y tay va
goi cau “Nay, nay” nén cau ngang dau Ién, roi thd’y anh chang téc bac dang
nhin xudng minh. “0...7”

“Nghe néi Manato ti€u roi nhi.” La chat giong tram thap, khan khan
khoé quén cua Renji.

“Vay...” Haruhiro dinh né1i gi d6, nhung lai chaamg bi€t minh mudn noi
diéu gi. Vay. Vay? Vay gi co? “Vay, vay thi sao?”

Renji van gitr v& mit khong biéu cim, tung ra thir ciu ta dang nim
trong tay. Haruhiro 14p tirc bét 14y, d&n khi nhin lai, ciu nhan ra dé 1a mot
dong xu. Moguzou kéu “He!?” mdt ti€ng, twdng nhw lan dung ngd ngira vi
kinh ngac, Ranta trom tron mét roi cA'm khau luén. P'ong xu ndm trén 1ong
ban tay cua Haruhiro va céi tay phdi d6 ctia cu run Ién ban bat. Pay la Tan
dau tién cdu nhin thdy d0 that. Nhwng c6 1€ dung 1a hang that. “... Pong,
dong vang?”

“La qua tham héi. Nhan 18y di.” Renji virt lai m6t cAu nhw vay r'oi quay
got.

“... Pung, dung c6 ma, dua, chir....” Haruhiro dirng ddy. Mau néng d'6n
1én dau. Cdu mudn duoi theo roi didp cho Renji mdt tran. Du r?mg cau sé
khong lam vay. Chuyén d6 c6 vé nguy hiém. Cudi cung, cau quyét dinh chi
dudi theo va kéu Renji ding lai. “Re... Renji, doii da! Nay, t6i bao doi
da...!”

Renji cudi cung ciling ding budc, quay nguoi lai vori vé kho chiu. “Gi
ha?”



“...Kho... khéng.” Haruhiro nudt nwoc bot. D... ddng sor qud. Thdt la
ddng sor. Cdi cdm gidc dp ddo nay la sao vdy? No khong binh thwong chiit
nao. “... A, a nay. Cdi nay, néi th& nao nhi, tdi, téi khong thé nhan dworc.
Viéc &Yy, t6i ctr tha'y nd, sai sai...”

“Vay 47" Renji dwa tay phdi ra. Ci¢ twéng sé gdp rdc réi mot chiit
nhwng lai khong co gi? Khong co gi thi t6t thoi. Haruhiro cdm thdy nhe
long nhuw trit dwore ganh nang ctia cd mot doi ngwoi, roi dit dong vang 1€n
ban tay phai ay. Sau dé cau thdy hoi hdi han. Bong vang. Mot gold. Mot
tram silver daYy...

Renji khong néi gi nra réi di ma't. Ngay khi Haruhiro quay lai ban,
Ranta xong dén tan cong ciu. “Tén ngdc nay! B0 ngu ngdc! Tai sao may
tra lai ha!? Ctr nhan ciling dworec ma! Tao, may véi Moguzou chia déu thi ¢
phai tao dwoc ba muoti tw silver con may véi Moguzou, mdi ngwoi dwgrc ba
muoi ba silver roi khong! Ngu ngde!”

“... Tai sao may c6 thé tinh bo’ tinh thém mdt silver dw ra cho minh thé&’
ha?”

“Vi @&y 1a tao chit con sao ntra! Chét tiét, that phi pham! N&u c6 chd
tién dad’y thi dw strc mua dwore huy hiéu doan linh réi!”

“Viéc, viéc d6.” Moguzou nhiu may, miéng méo xéch. “... T& nghi, viéc
do, khong t6t dau. Du mua dugc huy hi€u doan linh theo cach do thi Ma...
Manato chic s&... khdng vui dau.”

“Ai bi€t dwoc!” Ranta xi mot ti€ng. “Cau 'y dau con nura. Chaamg co ich
gi khi ctr phai nghi xem cau &y thay thé nao. Chét tiét. La dong vang daYy.
Ping 1a dai gia. Khong bi€t t€n Renji d6 ¢6 bao nhi€u nhi? Trong khi toi
chi con ¢6 tam ba silver thoi...”

“Ha? Ba silver?” Haruhiro nhin chong choc vao by téc xu cia Ranta.
“May dang duia ding khdng? Tai sao lai chi ¢6 tirng da'y? May da dung vao
viéc gi?”

“On a0 qud. Tao diing vao nhiéu thix, nhiéu viéc 1dm. Tién cla tao, tao
thich dung thé nao chaamg dwoc, dung khong?”

“... Clr nhr vay thi may khéng mua dwoe huy hiéu doan linh dau, du
ma't bao nhiéu thoi gian di nira.”

“Cai ké ngay lic ndy vira m&i pha di co hoi 1on nha't d€ tao ¢6 dwoc
huy hiéu nhr may thi ding cé ma 1én ti€ng!”



“Khong dwoc roi.” Haruhiro chdng hai khuyu tay 1€n ban va 6m dau.
“... Tao thay clr th& nay mai thi khong on. D6 khong phai la viéc Manato
nhw thé nao, ma la van dé cta bon minh ding khong? Riéng viéc do Ia
ding nhw Ranta néi. Vi Manato da khong con ntra roi.”

Ranta khit mii. “Tao da lu6n nghi nhw vy ma!”

“Ch... chi nghi,” v&i Moguzou, diy c6 thé€ xem la giong diéu manh mé
roi, “thi khong on dau. Phai hanh ddng gi d6, chir khong chi nghi.”

“... Bon minh r&i rac qud.” Haruhiro cin mdi. “Khong chi ¢6 minh
Merry. Yume va Shihoru gan day cung chéng tro chuyén dwoc ra hon.
Trwdc diy bon ho diu co thé'.”

Ranta chdng tay 1én md, mat quay di. “May mudn néi ‘moi ngwoi hay
than thiét v&i nhau di’ chic? Pén tin lic nay roi, li€u c6 thyc hién dwoc
viéc d6 khong?”

Cau chfmg bi€t 1a s€ dwoc, hay khong dwoc, nhwng khong theé’ khong
lam.
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15. Xin loi nhé

hé’%u, Haruhiro ¢ bit chuyén v&i Yume va Shihoru trong kha niing ¢
the.

“N6i mdi nhé, budi sang cau thé nao? Co thirc ddy dwore khong? Ha?
Nhw moi khi? Vay a?”

“N6i méi nhé, bira t8 qua cau in gi? Nhwe moi khi? A, vay 4?”

“N6i m&i nhé, t67 qua t& gdp Renji ddy. Cau ta khing 1im. A, cdu
khong ¢6 hirng thia?”

“N6i m&i nhé, cdu mang gi di an trrva thé”? O? Banh mi? Vay a?”

“N6i m&i nhé, cau khong tha'y mét a?”

“N6i m&i nho...”

Cau hinh nhw da tré thanh mot tén con trai voi cau ctira miéng “No6i m&i
nhé”. DU khong bi ngé lo nhung cling chi nhén lai cau tra loi & murc tdi
thi€u, lam cho cau tha’y kha buon.

Merry van khé gan nhrr moi khi, hau nhw khong thé bit chuyén dworc.
Co 4y song nhw thé thi co thdy vui khong nhi? Cau nghi ngoi vé diéu do.
Ma thoi, chinh minh hién gio’ ciing c6 vui vé mdy dau.

Chiéu td1, ca bon tré vé Alterna tr khu thanh cti Damurou. Sau khi ban
chién lgii pham, mdi ngudi ki€m dwgc mot silver va muoi 1dm copper. V&i
t8 ddi nay, nhw vay tuy khong dén ndi nao nhung ciing ching phai 1a t6t.
Haruhiro khong dé€n quin rro'u ma quay veé khu nha tro. Khi cau dang ng6i
x0m & hanh lang sau khi tim thi Yume di ngang qua. C6 &y ciing vira m&i
tim xong.

“A, Yume.”

Yume dirng buéce, lau méi téc wét bang khin vai chit khong budn nhin
veé phia cdu. Lic nao c6 &y ciling t&€t téc nén khi tha toc ra thi trong cir nhw
mot ngwoi khac. Sy im lang kéo dai dén vai gidy khi€n bau khong khi tré
nén lung ting.



“A... Shihoru dau?”

“Trong phong.”

“Vay a? Ma nay...” Haruhiro ding 1én, gai gii c¢0. “... Cau gian dd’y a?”

“Khong gian.”

“That khdong? Nhwng ma t& thay...”

“Yume bdo la khong gidn ma. Hay Haru da 1am gi d6 khi€n Yume phai
gian?”

“Co I8 the.”

“La vigc gi?”

“T& khong ban bac gi véi Yume va Shihoru ma da cho Merry gia nhap
t0 doi. T nghi khong the cir nhw thé” mai dwore, nhung c6 1€ t& da qua voi
vang. Ping vay nhi. Du khdng phai mot minh t& dwa ra quyét dinh.”

“ Vay thi 12 16i ctia ai ha?”

“... Kikkawa da gi&i thiéu Merry cho bon t&, quyét dinh la t&, Ranta
cling v&i Moguzou... nén chéic 12 16i ctia ba ngwdi bon t&.”

“Sai roi.”

“Ha?”

“Sai bét con gi.”

“... Yume?”

“Sai r6i.” Yume phu chi€c khan 1€n mat. “Khdéng phai vdy ma. Haru la
do6 ngbc.”

“Ha, doi, ¢6...” Haruhiro viron tay vé phia Yume nhung gitra chirng thi
rut lai. “O, Yume, nay, c6, c6 chuyén gi... thé?”

“Haru chfmg biét gi ca. Chinh vi vdy ma bon Yume m¢i thanh ra nhw
thé nay do.”

“Khong, tai vi,” Haruhiro cdi méit xudng. “... T¢ khong biét gi that. Tai
vi, hai cu ¢6 chiu néi chuyén v&i t& dau. Khong ndi thi sao t& biét dworc.”

“Yume d& chuyén boc 16 cdm xtdc clia ban than 1&m. Yume khong lam
tot viéc d6 dwoe. Shihoru thi lai cang khong.”

“T¢, to cling...” Giong Haruhiro suyt chit nira thi tré nén hung hing
nhwng ciu kim lai dwgce. “... To cling chang phai loai gidi an néi. TS cling
so¢c 14m chit.”



“The’1a, bon minh d€u gi6ng nhau con gi.”

“Dung vay. Bon minh... déu gidong nhau.”

“Thé& chéng phai 15i 1a ctia ca bon sao?” Yume ndc 1én. ... Ra co’ sy ndy
chiing phai 12 18i ctia riéng ai ma 1a 13i cla tA't cd ding khong? Dau phai la
10i ctia Haru, Ranta v&i Moguzou. Yume va Shihoru ciing ¢6 16i ma. Diing
khong? Vi bon minh 1a dong ddi ma. Tinh cad Manato, sdu ngwoi bon minh
chiing phai 12 dong doi sao? Hay chi c6 mot minh Yume nghi thé? Yume da
sai a?”’

“... Cau, khong sai.”

Duing vdy, Haruhiro nghi. Yume khong sai. Ngwoi sai la minh.

Manato néi, bon minh da tré thanh mot to' doi ra't t6t. Mot to doi gom
sdu nguwoi: Manato, Haruhiro, Ranta, Moguzou, Yume, Shihoru.

Ping 1a trong sau nguoi thi Manato noi bat nhat. Nhwng khong c6
nghia Manato c6 th€ mdt minh lam h&t moi thir. N&u 1a sdu nguwoi, it nhat
s€ ¢6 th€ lam dwoc nhirng viéc Manato khong thé lam mdt minh. Manato
chéc chin biét rat rd diéu d6. Chinh vi vay, du Ranta c6 ich ki, Haruhiro ¢6
16ng ngéng, phu thudc ngwoi khac, Moguzou c¢6 cham hi€u, Yume c6 vung
veé, Shihoru c6 can than d&n mirc nhat chét thi Manato ciing khdng bao gio’
phan nan. Chinh vi cd nam ngwoi déu c6 khd nang dwdi mirc trung binh
nén néu thi€u du chi mot ngwoi thi ca ddi s€ khong lam an dwoe gi ca. Va
Manato 12 nguoi tip hop. Cau Ay bu dép nhitng phan thi¢u sét. Haruhiro va
cac ban, sau nguwoi t€ tyu lai va cling nhau tao nén mot to doi cla riéng
minh.

Du la viéc t6t hay viéc xau thi déu d6 xudng dau ta't cd moi nguoi.
Kho khan thi tdt ca cung khé khian. Tung ngwoi bon cidu déu khéng manh
mé, nén it nhdt cling phdi chia sé¢ niém dau ndi khd v&i nhau. Nhung
Haruhiro da khéng ¢6 y dinh lam vay. C4u chi biét nho' vao sy xué xoa
trong mdi quan hé ctia nhitng thang con trai d& tan chuyén nham v&i Ranta
va Moguzou ngay nay qua ngay khac.

Khong bi€t Yume va Shihoru cam tha’y thé nao? Chéng phai ho sé cam
tha’y bi cho ra ria va bo’ vor sao?

“Xin 161, Yume, t&...”

Khoanh khéc thdt ra nhitng 10 d6, Haruhiro bat chot hiéu ra, 1 do tai
sao tredre ldc ma't, Manato lai xin 16i cau.



Ngay hom &y, Manato da khen tirng ngwdi mot, nhung lai khdng nhic
gi d&n Haruhiro. Viéc d6 khién Haruhiro tha’y birc boi trong long. Manato
chic chin di ban tam vé chuyén d6.

“Cai tén nay...”

Trong chd’c lat, cau chzatng con nhin thay gi cd. Nwdc mét c6 thé tran ra
cung mot ldc nhiéu thé nay co 2? Chit binh tinh it i cia ciu dé dang bi
cuon troi. Haruhiro ngdi sup xudng. 7én do, la do ngoc. Manato. Cdu xin
16i cdi gi hd? Viéc dé sao ma chang dwoe. That sai lam. Pau phdi liic lam
viéc do diing khong? Cdu sdp chét day. Cdu han biét la bdn than gap nguy
ma? Cdu phdi ¢é gi dé mudn néi hon la xin 16i mot thdang nhw to, diing
khong? Khong xin 16i ciing c6 lam sao dau. Du lam vdy moi giong Manato.
Manato, cGu tirng ndi thé nay nhi. Rang cdu cdm thdy minh khong phdi
ngwoti ddang dwoc moi ngwoi coi la dong doi. Khong co chuyén do dau.
Tuyét doi khong. Khong doi nao. Tai sao chie. Tai sao cdu lai chét hd?
Khong dworc chét. Pung co chét ma.

“Haru...”

Yume ng'6i xom xudng roi 6m 18y Haruhiro. Yume cling dang khéc. Co
Ay vira khéc nd’c 1én vira vO vé lung, vai, va d4u cta cdu. M4 hai ngwoi Ké
nhau, déu wot dAm. CAu nghe thiy tiéng khéc clia Yume vang 1én bén tai.
Haruhiro dga vao Yume ma khoc. Ciu cing khong r6 minh da lam the
trong bao lau ntra.

Haruhiro cam tha’y minh da giai phong hét moi thir, khdong con gi ntra.
Yume ciling da ngwng khoc twr 1au.

Du vy, cau khong budng c6 2y ra dwgrc. Cau khong tim dwoe co hdi d€
tdch khoi cd &y. Du cdu bi€t thé nay that ki la. Viéc nay chi 1a 6m nhau
thoi. Nhung cyc ki mém mai, cyc ki @m ap. Khong khong. Khong dwoc.
Khong dwoc dé’y. Mot khi da de’y la xong phim. Khong thé’ ddm bdo la
minh sé khong c6 cdm xiic ki qudc. Tat nhién, Yume chdc ciing khong cé y
dinh do. Minh ciing vdy. Noi sao nhi, ddy giong nhw dong doi voi nhau
thoi. Chi co6 vdy thoi.

“Haru.” B4t ngo bi goi tén, Haruhiro vira hodng loan dén mtc ty thay
ghét ban thAn minh vira 4m w ddp lai. “U, sao?”

“Yume &y ma.”
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“Yume s& c& ging thir xem.” Vira néi vay, Yume vira siét chit hon
vong tay dang dm 18y Haruhiro. Ay, viéc dé, thich thdt day, nhung cdu cd
thé’ dirng lai cho to nho khong...? Ma, 6 gdng la sao?

“C...co, chuyén gi...7”

“Chuyén ctia Merry. Du khong bié€t c¢6 than thi€t dwoc voi ¢6 &y hay
khong nhwng Yume s€ thi.”

“A, a. Ph... phai d6. U. Chuyén do6... Pwoc nhw vay thi t6t qué, nhi?”

“Khong bi€t Yume c6 lam duoc khong day. N6i that y ma, Yume hoti lo
l4ng mot chiit. Yume nghi Merry ghét Yume.”

“Ha? Vay sao? T nghi 1a khong c6 chuyén da’y dau.”

“Tuy chi 12 thinh thodng, nhung h& cham mét nhau, Yume thdy cuc ki
lanh 180. C4 4nh mét 13n vé miit ctia Merry.”

“A, viéc d6, khdng chi c¢6 minh Yume déu. Co &y lanh nhat mdt cich
binh déng ma...”

“Viy sao? N&u vay thi chic 1a khong sao nhi? Mic dit Yume cdm thay
thé" thi con kh6é hon nwra y...”

“Um... C6 1€ diing vay that.”

“Yume khong biét c6 1am dwoc khong diy? Yume sé& thir ¢ géng,
nhwng ¢6 viéc phai nho Haru d6.”

“Nho? Té 4? Viéce gi?”

“Yume phat hién ra rang, dwoc 6m thé nay nhé, sé tha’y cuc ki binh tam.
Vi vay, Yume mu6n Haru 6m chéit hon d€ dong vién Yume d6.”

Sau khi budt miéng “Ciing, cling dwore th6i?”, cau lai nghi, ¢ on khong
nhi? Thoi ciing dwoc. Chi la dong vién thoi ma. Khong co v gi khdc. Chi la
hanh dong dong vién don thudn thoi. “..Vay.”

Haruhiro dit khoat 6m chdt Yume, 6m that chit, khi€n Yume rén 1én
mot ti€ng. Cau tham nghl dirng co lam thé, to chi dang dong vién cdu thoi
day, va tha'y dau nhu sdp nd tung, nhung ciu ciing chang th€ m& miéng d€
nhéc co &y. Pung chiu thua, téi oi. Dit khong biét thé nao la thing thé nao
la thua, nhing néu thua thi phdi ndi la cwee ki nguy hagi. Haruhiro nhim tit
mét. “Cd 1én, Yume!”

Yume khong néi gi, gt dau céi rup.



Khi mé& mét ra va nhin thdy Shihoru dang ding & dau bén kia hanh
lang, Haruhiro nhw bj dng bing. “... A.”

“Him?” Yume ciing nhin sang bén d6. “... A.”

“A, a, 'm...” Shihoru bt dau 1o ddo. C6 Ay c6 vé& di roi vao hodng
loan, nhung chuyén d6 thi phia bon cdu ciing chaalng khac gi. Ma Shihoru &
dé6 twr ldc nao vay? Tai sao cd Haruhiro va Yume déu khong nhan ra Shihoru
dang ti€n dén gan nhi? Vi ca hai déu khong ranh d€ ma d€y w? Du gi di
nira, cau tiéu roi. Mot tinh hudng cyc ki dé giy hi€u nham. Tham chi,
khong hi€u nham mai 1a c¢6 van de.

Haruhiro va Yume d6ng thoi tdch nhau ra. “Khong, khong phai thé!”.
“Khong phai thé” dau!”

Hai ngwoi cing dong thanh mot cach hoan hao va bat giac quay sang
nhin madt nhau.

“T¢, to xin 16i!” Shihoru giat 1di. “T¢&, t& hoan toan, khong biét gi hét,
cho dén bay gio, t&, t& chi dwoc mdi cdi map voi, chdm, chdm hi€u thoi,
nén cho t& thanh that xin 16i!”

“Khong, to da bao 1a khéng phai réi ma!”

“Piing, ding vady! Yurne chi dwgc Haru 6m thoéi ma!”

“... Yume, t& nghi d&’y khong phai loi giai thich phu hop dau.”

“Ha? Tai sao vay?”

“Pa, da, lam phién hai cau ro6i...!” Shihoru ta't ta chay di.

Yume rén ri, xoa tay Ién ma. “Ma thoi, dang hoang k& rd moi chuyén
cho Shihoru 1a dwgc. Du gi Yume v&i Shihoru cling & cuing phong nén
Yume s€ lam the".”

“Khoan d6 danh nho’ ciu vay...” Haruhiro gai c0O r'6i thé dai. Cau liéc
nhin Yume. Khong dwoc roi. Tw dwng lai thdy xdu ho. R6 rang khong nén
om dp mot cé gdi, nhadt la voi ngwoi ma minh khong co tinh cdm gi ddc
biét. Néu vi viéc nhw thé nay ma ndy sinh tinh cdm ddc biét thi phdi lam
sao? Khong, sé khong thé’ ndy sinh diroc.
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16. Néu nham dén nhém dan dau

énSgély hom sau, khi roi khdi khu nha tro, Shihoru thinh linh xin 16i.
, “A, om! Té... xin 18i! T xin 16i vi dd hap tap k&t ludn ring... cdc ciu
han 1a loai quan hé nhw thé! T¢ da nghe Yume giai thich moi viéc r6i...!”

Viéc d6 thi dwge r'6i, nhung cau khdng khoi nghi, khong cin chuyén gi
ciing 16i ra & nhitng ché c¢é mdt Ranta va Moguzou dau.

“Quan hé?” Ranta di mit vé phia Haruhiro, 16 miii né ra. “La sao vay?
Cai vu quan hé ay. La quan hé gi, gitra ai v&i ai vay? Ha?”

Haruhiro hoi nghiéng nguwoi ra phia sau. “... Khong c6 gi dau.”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén ‘Khong c6 gi dau’ dung khong? No6i cho tao di. Noi
ngay! Phun hét ra!”

“Thi Shihoru chzamg noi la cu &y hap tap k&t luan dd’y con gi.”

“Ping nay thi dang néi 13, mudn biét c6 chuyén gi di xay ra va cdu &y
hap tap k€t ludn theé nao co’.”

“Nay nhé.” Yume néi xen vao. Cdu lam on dirng noi diéu gi thwa thdi
nita. N€u chi 1a ciu ca nghi thi t6t bi€t may nhwng moi viéc ding nhw dy
dodn. “HOm qua nhé, Yume dwgrc Haru Om 18y ne, va Shihoru nhin th&y
viéc d6. The thoi.”

Moguzou tron mét. “Hi...!?”

“Nay nay nay nayyyyyyyyyyy!” Trong mit Ranta nhw sip bén ra ngoai.
“Cai gi vy la sao chir that a that vay a!? Haruhiro, te Idc nao ma tui bay da
thanh B, da ti€n vao khu vyc B vay ha!?”

“B la céi gi vay...? Ma du B la cdi gi di nra thi may cting nham roi.
Khong phdi nhw vay dau...”

“Nham thé nao ha!? Tui bay dinh lam viéc d&y chir gi!? Bi Shihoru
nhin thay ldc sdp vao viéc nén m&i vdi vang ding lai gitra chirng phai
khong!? La ding liic sip ‘vé dich’ ha!”

“Haru da khoc day.”



“... Yume, dau can noi ra chuyén 8y.”

“Ha!? Khéc 4...” Ranta hét nhin Haruhiro lai nhin sang Yume, r'oi cdu ta
vO 161 tung mai téc xoan tit cia minh. “... Gi vy chir. Hoa ra la thé” a. Tém
lai 12 nhw th€ nhi. Khung canh dau bu®n li bi¢t ding khong? Tén ngd
Haruhiro bi dd. Yume thdy thwong hai nén da an ui. Nhw vay nhi. Ra la
the”.”

“May hoan toan nham roi, nhung tao cung chéng mudn gidi thich voi
may nwra dau...”

“Tém lai 1a,” Yume Ia ki€u toan hanh dong theo nhip d6 ctia minh. That
dang ghen ti. “Yume da quyét dinh s€ thir lam than v&i Merry. Ngoai ra,
Shihoru cling bao s€ giip mot tay nwra.”

Shihoru cti d4u, 6m 147y chiéc giy. ... Du t& hoan toan khong cho rang
moi chuyén s& thu4n lgi, nhung t& van sé thir xem sao...”

“V&i Merry 4?7 Ranta nhdn mét hét co. “Than 4? Chuyén d6 khong
dwore dau. Bdi vi, chinh ¢6 ta ciing hoan toan chgng cO y dinh 8y.”

Moguzou guc dau. “... Nhwng, nhwng ma, cir thé nay thi ¢6 hoi... T¢
mudn it nha't cd &y cling chitra tri cho bon minh nhw binh thwong...”

Merry khong chi khuyét thi€u tinh thdan hop tdc ma con ¢6 van dé vai
vai tro la mdt Healer [Nguwoi chira tri]. Ping nhue Moguzou néi, cd &y
khong chiu chtra tri cho bon cdu nhw binh thwong. Cu th€ la, may vét
throng nhe s€ bi cd6 &y mdc k& ludn. Du c6 cau xin ¢6 &y chwra cho cling v
ich. Co 4y s& ngé lo hoidc tir chdi thing thing. Qua 1a ¢d &y vin chira trj
nhirng vé€t thwong gy can tr¢ cit dong hay vét thwong nang cé the€ anh
hwdng d&n tinh mang, nhwng ciu van nghi ddng vé bd mic dong doi dau
dén Ay that ching binh thudng.

Manato khong nhw thé’. HE c6 ngurdi ndo bj thwong 1a ciu &Yy s& chira tri
ngay. Viéc d6 mang lai cdm gidc yén tAm, rang dii ¢6 bi thwong it nhiéu thi
moi chuyén van sg On.

K€ cd c6 Merry thi cling chaalng yén tim ndi. Vao lic quan trong, chic gi
Merry da chtra tri cho bon cau. Liéu ¢6 &y ¢é bd méac bon cau luén khong?
Ca bon déu lo s¢ diéu do.

“Tam thoi thi,” Haruhiro nhin mit cdc dong d6i moét lwot, chi trw
Ranta, “sé ¢4n tao dyng mdi quan hé tin twdng 14n nhau v&i Merry. Néu
khong bit dau tir d6 thi t& nghi bon minh s& ching th€ tién vé phia trude.



K& ca Merry chic ciing dang c¢6 suy nghi gi d6. C6 18 moi thit khong thuin
lgii chi tai bon minh khdng bi€t chuyén 'y thoi.”

Ranta cwoi khay. “Viéc d6 chi do ¢6 ta x4u tinh thoi. Co ta c¢6 bénh, la
bénh da’y. C6 ta don gidn 1a mic hdi chitng x4y tinh bAm sinh man tinh Ay
ma. Chging giup dvoc gi dau.”

“Nhung bon minh céan tu si ma.”

“Chi con cach nay thdi. Haruhiro, may tré thanh tu si di. BPay! Thé la
chia tay Merry! Gidi quyét dwgrc mot van dé! O. Tao thong minh that daYy.
Gidi qua. Nice idea!”

Noi that, Haruhiro cing da nghi dé€n cach day. Nhung d6 la phwong an
cudi cung. Ciu thd’y ngh€ dao tic chuyén lén lit tham thinh mot minh, ldc
ndo cling nhim vao sau lung k& dich, hop v&i ban than. Cu ciing c6 tim
trang mudn phat trién ti€p trén con dwong dao tic. Ngoai ra, hdm qua, sau
khi n6i chuyén v&i Yume, cdu da nhan ra mot diéu.

“Ranta.”
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“Nguoi quy€t dinh cho Merry gia nhip t6 déi la tao, may va Moguzou
ding chwa?”

“Vi thay d6 1a mot quy€t dinh cyc ki sai [am nén tao dang bao bon
minh mau chéng tong co cd ta di day.”

“Tw lic gia nhdp t6 d6i cia bon minh thi Merry cling da 1a dong do6i r'oi
con gi.”

Ranta dinh cii gi d6 nhing lai ngdm chiit miéng, méit nhin xudng v&i vé
hot ngeong nghiu.

“Vé& chuyén d6,” Haruhiro dung tay trdi nim 14’y c& tay phdi ctia minh,
“dot nhién xod bo thai do phan biét cling chfmg dé gi. Tinh Merry lai nhuw
vay ntra. Nhung lic nao cling cdm thay nhw dang mot choi nam thi du cé
mudn than thi€t cling chaalng than thi€t noi. Merry dau phai la cdi mdy chi
biét dung ma thuét d€ chira tri cho bon minh.”

“... Ping th& nhi.” Yume dit ngén tay dudi cim va git dau. “Merry
ding la rat lanh nhat v&i bon Yume nhwng bon Yume cé 1€ cling da lanh
nhat v&i Merry.”

“Um...” Moguzou cham rdi gat dau. “CJ 1€, vay.”



“Thyc, thwe ra,” Shihoru tha thi voi vé chﬁng maYy ty tin. “Cé 1€, cb
dy... 1a ngwoi t6t cling nén. Ki€u nhw, trong néng ngoai lanh, goi la
tsunderel 1 y.”

“Khong c6 dau.” Ranta quay ngodt di. “Con 1au nhé. Chgng bao gio’ ¢6
chuyén d6, k€ ca vai ti 1€ mot trén mdt van. Co6 ta 1a mot 4c nir xa'u xa da
thdi nat twe trong ban chi't. Moi nguoi ¢ néi gi thi t6i cling khong thay doi
y ki€n dau. Phai doan tuyét v&i ¢6 ta. Tén ngdc Haruhiro ctr thanh tu si la
on hét.”

“Tao ma thanh tu si thi riéng v&i Ranta, du gap chuyén gi tao ciing s€
khong chira tri. Vi may 12 hic 4m ki s ma. Than béng 67 Skullhell va Than
anh sang Lumiaris d61 dich nhau phai khong? Tao chflng phai 1a ngwoi t6t
d&n mirc di chtra tri vét thwong cho ké dich.”

“Chic. May cling chzalng c6 tw cach lam tu si, khong da tw céach!
Moguzou thi... Khong ¢6 chién binh thi chét dé. Vay, Yume, ba lam di!”

“Yume mudn ¢6 mot con ché lai s6i nén khong the' bd 1am tho san dworc
dau.”

“Gu... D6 con gai ich ki! Pa vy thi, Shihoru! Ba thi thé nao ha?”

“... T& nghi minh khong hop lam Healer [Nguwdi chira tri] dau. Chéc
chén, n&u c6 ai d6 bi thwong, tredre khi kip chira trj thi t& da phat hodng 1én
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roi.

“V6 dung! May nguoi ding la chéng dwore tich sy gi! Khong dwoc rou!
Mot bau doan hoan toan vo tich si! N&u da thé nay...” Ranta hing giong.
“... N€u da th&¢ nay thi cling chzalng con cach nao khéc. Du la ki€u con géi dé
thi ¢6 van hon khong. Chi ciu cho ¢0 ta 12 miu trong néng ngoai lanh
thoi... Khong, nhwng ma, né€u cd ta la tsundere xin thi td't nhi€n co ta s€ de¢
16 vé ngai ngling dang yéu vdi toi ding khong? Vay thi cling... khong té
1&4m nhi?”

“T... t& lai nghi rdng, ti't nhién c6 Ay s& khong d€ 16 vé ngai ngling v&i
Ranta dau...”

“Im di, Moguzou! Moguzou!? Vwa nay la Moguzou stra lung t6i ha!?
Nay, la that da’y ha!? That khong the tin dwore!?”

Du sao thi phwong hwdng ciling da duwoc quyét dinh. Bon ciu sé doi xw
voi Merry nhr @6ng d6i mot cach nghiém chinh va tré thanh dong doi. Sau



d6 mai tinh ti€p. Néu khong gidi quy€&t chuyén 'y truede tién, bon Haruhiro
s€ khong the tién vé phia trwoc.

Nhung né6 tuyét doi khong phai la con dwong dé dang.

Merry dang doi bon Haruhiro & trwede ctra phia Bac nhw moi khi. Vi
cho rang moi viéc déu bit dau tir 1oi chao nén Haruhiro thit néi “Chao budi
sang!” v&i vé khoé khodn. Haruhiro méi chi chao hdi, vy ma tai sao lai
phai nhdn mdt dnh nhin qua stc lanh 1€o t&i mirc dang so' nhw vay nhi.
Hién gior, minh dang bi cwoi nhao, minh dang bi khinh thieong, chdc chdn
ngwoi ta sé nghi “Chdy di, do rdc rwoi” hodc “Bién di, do phé thdi” cho
ma xem.

V&i stec manh clia 4nh mét lanh nhu khong d6 tuyét d6i, Merry ch&’
giéu Haruhiro mot phen ra tro, roi didp “Chao budi sang” rat lanh nhat.
“Cau di nhanh Ién di. T61 s€ theo sau.”

La cai thai do nay day.

Du viy, trong su6t quang dwong dén khu thanh cii Damurou, Yume va
Shihoru vAn can ddm bét chuyén v&i Merry mot vai Tan. Toan nhiing
chuyén nhw cdu song & dau, bira sang v&i bira t6i thi cdu lam thé nao, ciu
thanh linh tinh nguyén dwoc bao lau roi. Nghi thé” nao thi dé cling chi la
nhtrng d¢€ tai nhe nhang v hai nhung Merry chealng bu'én trd 1o cho t t€.
“Biét dau dwoc” hay “Tuy” hing con d&, chit lic c¢d 4y phat nd va bao
“Th& nao ma ch:flng dwoc” thi Yume v&i Shihoru cling chealng dam no6i thém
gi.

Ping 12 k& dich khé nhin. A khéng, ¢6 &y ddu phai k& dich. C6 4y 1a
d6ng minh, 1a d6ng doi.

Du khong néi chuyén dwgrc véi nhau thi cdu mudn it nha't cling phai
lam viéc nhém tdt. Trong budi sdng, bon cAu may man gip dwoc ba con
goblin di v&i nhau va quyét dinh chuah bj tdm If sdn sang cho mdt tran khd
chién. N€u doan k€t nhat tri va veot qua dwore tran chi€n cé doi chuit cam
go thi chic chén s& nhin ra diéu gi d6.

“... Moguzou, Ranta, nho mdi ngwdi mot con nhé! Té véi Yume s@ xi
mot con! Shihoru va Merry hd tro' cho Moguzou va Ranta!”

Ciu thr yéu cAu Merry mdt cdch binh thwong nhung Merry van chi
ding im, cheamg budn d€ y khi Shihoru bén tring con goblin bang phép
Shadow Beat [Nhip di€u bong t61] cung Magic Missile [Quang dan ma



phap]. Ranta bi chém nhe vao tay trdi. Du ciu ta c6 kéu dau, la hét mot ciach
phéng dai thi c6 4y van lam bo khong hay khong biét. Cudi cling cd &'y con
quat Moguzou, ngwoi bi mot vét chém noéng & thai dwong va c6 vé hoi
chiin budc. “Méi cé the thi dung 1ui lai. C4u 1a chi€n binh co’ ma!”

“Chét tiét, dwng 1én mat nhw thé? C6 cling ¢6 lam gi dau!” Ranta hiing
h& d4 bay con goblin, sau d6, ciu ta vira budce dai vé phia trudc, rit ngin
khoang cdch mé&i bi n&i rong ra, vira dam thang thanh truong ki€m. “Anger
[Cd dAm phan nd]...!”

Con goblin kéu 1én mot tié€ng, c6 hong bj ddm xuyén qua. N6 vung vay
trong chdc 14t rdi cudi ciing ciing chiu ndm yén. Ki€m ki cing céc chiéu
thirc hic 4m cfia hic 4m ki si c6 vé chu trong dén chién thuit Hit & Away
[Panh roi thodi lui], tranh viéc danh cin chién va tan cdng ké dich tw ngoai
fam cta ching. Chiéu vwra roi ¢ cam giac hoi khac nhung két qua thi kha
on roi. Vay la dich con hai con. Ma khong.

“H6 a...” Moguzou dung don Wind [Cudn 18] tw trang thdi Bind [Chéan
ki€m] khién con goblin hodng loan, r'oi chdp 18y thoi co’ bo thanh cy ki€m
xudng. “Hay a...!”

Con goblin d6 4p xuéng, dinh dau vo toang. Vay la con lai mdt con.

“Malik Em Parque...!” Shihoru vira dung gdy vé cdc van ty nguyén t&
vlra niém than chd. Mot vién dan 4nh sdng to c& ndm tay dap thgng vao
nguc con goblin. “Gya...”

Lyc danh cta phép Magic Missile [Quang dan ma phdp] ngang mot cd
danh cia nguoi tredng thanh. Con goblin chi ldo dao trong chd'c lat nhwng
cling da d€ 10 so’ hé. Yume dp sat con goblin r6i vung dao san tat ngang.
“Cét tia...!”

Nhung con goblin da nhanh chéng nhdy xién vé phia sau va tranh dworc.
N6 quay lung vE€ phia Haruhiro. Chinh la lic nay, nghi vy, Haruhiro thdy
co’ th€ ciu tw chuyén dong. Cau nin thé, Backstab [Pam sau lueng]. Con dao
gim dé dang dAm xuyén qua leng con goblin nhw th€ dworc thu vé ding chd
clia minh, roi 16 ra & bung. Pay chic hin 1a cam gidc khi moi thit dién ra
thuan lgii. Con goblin run 1ay bay r'oi xui lo'. Khi cdu ha miii dao gam roi
day vao vai né thi né trwgt ra khoi con dao. Con goblin nga vat ra dat,
khong con dong day gi nwra.



“Gu ha ha ha ha!” Ranta vwra 16t méng vu6t tir xac con goblin vira cwoi
ho hd'. “Du phd1 hop chéng ra lam sao nhwng nho mét chiéu cia ta day da
tao da dem lai thing loi to 16'n nay! Ping 14 minh c6 khac! Du két cuc dodn
trede dwgre thé nay that nham chan! Ma, tay t6i dau qua! Merry! Chtra di
nay!”

Merry hoan toan ngé lo Ranta, nhanh chéng bwdc vé phia Moguzou.
“Ngo6i xuong.”

“... Vang.” Moguzou tha phich nguwoi xudng da't nhe mot chd ché vira
dworc ra Iénh “Ng6i di.”

Merry so tran, ving phia sau dau r'oi dén thai dwong ciia Moguzou. Khi
Moguzou nhdan mat, c6 4y nho giong néi gi d6 nhwng Haruhiro khong nghe
dwgrc. Merry 1am dong tac vé€ hinh ngdi sao sdu cdnh va ni€m chd. “Hoi dnh
sang, v&i si bdo vé cua thdn Lumiaris... Cure [Chtra tri]!”

“Né€u la sau khi tran chi€n k€&t thic thi cd &y s€ chiu chwa tri cho bon
minh nhi.” Haruhiro vira 1am bam vtra thu ma’y cdi tdi goblin. Bén trong ¢6
hai @6ng bac cung hai vién da rat dep. Ciing c6 mdt it rang nanh cung banh
ring. DU con tiy thudc vao gid clia may vién dd, nhung chic ciing dwoc
tam bon silver.

“Nay, Merry! Moguzou thé€1a dwoc roi! Ti€p theo chura tri cho t6i di!”

“Ctia cdu chi 1a vét xwdrce thoi.”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén dé! Nhin nay, cé mau chdy ra day nay. Mic du n6
cling ngwng roéi.”

“Vay sao cdu khong bdi nwdre bot 1én di. Con nira, dirng ¢6 goi toi trong
khong nhw theé”. N6 lam t6i1 dién ti€t day.”

“Gu...!”

... Clr nhu vay, Ranta chflng dwore chtra tri ma’y. Chi 1a, chuyén gi Ranta
cling lam qua 1€n, du chi bi mot chiit xiu thwong tich, ciu ta cling k€u ca“am
i. Vi Manato khong phai dang hep hoi, con cé phan hay lo va khong yén
tim dwore n€u moi ngwei khong & trang thai hoan hao nhat, nén du la vét
thwong thé nao thi cau &y ciing s€ chira ngay 14p tic, nhwng li€u ¢6 can
lam d&n mwrc &y khong? Nghi lai thi ciu cling thdy cdu &y lam hoi qua,
hodc ciu &y da qua nuéng chi¢u Ranta.

Sau khi don dep xac ma’y con goblin, Haruhiro thu hét can ddm hai thir.



“Cé6 phai van dé ndm & cach thyc hién khong? Néi sao nhi, ki€u nhw
Merry quyét dinh lam nhu vwa r'6i voi te cach 1a Healer [Nguwoi chira tri]

ay?’

CGHé?,’

Cdu “Hd?” vwa roi ho'i bi ddng sor nén to muén cdu théi di. Haruhiro
vire ddy ban than suyt thi rim vao s sét. “... Khong, t& chi nghi chac tu si

cling ¢6 nhiéu ki€u... Ciu tha’y ddy, t& thi khong biét dau, tai chwa cé nhiéu
kinh nghiém.”

Merry dinh néi gi d6, nhung c6 1€ thd’y qua phién phirc nén chi thd dai.
Sau d6, c6 Ay khoanh tay roi quay phat sang hwéng khac. “Ai biét.”

Pén ro6i. “Ai bi€t”. Haruhiro thdy byc minh. “Cau, cdu c6 thé chi cho
t& khong? Té 1a dao tic nén ciing khong hi€u 1dm veé tu si, néu lic nao
cting chi nghi minh khong biét, minh khong hiéu thi vinh vién khong hiu
dwore, va té khong nghi nhw thé 1a hay...”

“PAYy chi 12 y kién ctia c4u thdi. Con tdi thi cho ring nhw the¢ nay van

“Khong on chit na...” Haruhiro vdi vang hit thé sau. Gay thdt. Suyt nira
thi noi dod. Nguy hiem qud. Du co tiec gidn ciing phdi binh tinh lai. Co ta
la cdi loai gi vdy? Sao lgi cieng ddu nhw v@y chie? “... Té khong phai dinh
xen vao chuyén cd nhan cda cdu dau. Con c¢6 phan cong nhi€ém vu hay trinh
tw trong chién da'u ntra ma. Té mudn tw gio tA't cd moi ngwoi s€ cling thao
ludn nhiéu hon vé viéc do.”

“Khong thich cach lam vi€c cta t6i thi n6i th?ing ra di? Toi sé roi doi
ngay lap trc.”

“Khong phai th&". T chi...”

“Vay thi chéng cO van deé gi ding khong?”

“...Vang.”

Mong ai do hdy ndi cho téi biét. Khong co cdch nao dé giao tiép tir t&
v&i Merry sao? Khong c6, nhi. Chdng ¢é vé gi la ¢6 cd.

Sau d6, Yume v&i Shihoru van kién tri tiép tuc bit chuyén véi Merry va
[an nao ciling hi sinh oanh liét. Haruhiro cting vai Ian th néi chuyén nhung
cod Ay cheamg thém phan tng. Pén chiéu t61, ca bon da diét dwoc bay con
goblin, ki€fm dwoc mdi ngwoi hai silver ndm copper. N6i 1a tam tam thi
ding 1a tam tam, nhwng ciu lai nhé dem so voi tén nha giau Renji ném ra



mdt dong vang ma khong tha’y ti€c, roi nghi€n rang vi thad'y khd tam. Sau
khi nhian phan cia minh, Merry ngay lap tic roi di, nén an xong, nam
ngwoi bon ciu ghé Quan rwgru Sherry.

“Nhiéu nguoi qua ne. Yume khéng mudn uéng regru nén goi nuwde trai
cay dwoc khong nhi?”

“... T cling khong udng dwoe regru. Ma, ndo nhiét that day...”

Pay 1a Tan dau Yume va Shihoru dé€n quén reou nén cd hai cé vé ban
ron, hét tdO mo nhin ngé xung quanh lai bon ch'on khong yén. Ranta lam vé
mat chirng td minh la khach quen va néi: “Nay, hai ba binh tinh lai di. Nhé.
Pau c6 gi dic biét dau, chi 1a quan rwou théi ma. Nghiém tic nho hai
ngwoi da’y!”, nhung hai c6 gdi ¢6 1€ hoan toan cheamg bu6n nghe. Khong lau
sau, cd hdu ban di t&i, teng dia goi d6 uéng roi trd tién. HOm nay,
Haruhiro ciing khdng goi bia ma chon nwde chanh. P6 1a mén thém chanh
va mat ong vao nwde ¢6 ga thién nhién 18y tr day ndi Tenryuu, cling kha
ngon.

“... Van d€ qua nhién la & Merry.” Haruhiro m¢o dau. Yume gat dau,
néi: “Ping 1a vdy. Yume v&i Shihoru d ra sirc bit chuyén nhwng gan nhw
chealng dwore tuych sy gi ca.”

Shihoru ngay 14p tirc stra lai: “Yume, khdng phai cheatng dworc tuych sy,
ma phai 1a ching dwoc tich sy ch.” Yume ha mot tiéng roi chdp chdp
mét. “Vay 2? Yume nhé chuynh xdc 13 chealng dworc tuych sy ma. Ra vay. Ra
1a ching dwoc tit sw a?”

“... Khong phdi chuynh xac, ma la chinh xac. Ngoai ra, khong phai tit sy
ma la tich suw.”

“Ha? Yume lai nham ntra a? Sao lic nao ciing nham vay nhi?”

“Chi con mdi cdch nay thdéi.” Ranta 1am dong tdc cét ¢d. “Cdch nay
nay. V&i con nhd d6 thi nén nhanh lam thé'nay di. Cdch nay y. Cdch nay.”

Ranta c6 vé thich dong tic cit cG. Chfmg 1€ cau ta nghi dong tic do rat
ngau? N&u la vay thi cdu ta con nham hon ca Yume.

“A...” Moguzou mé miéng khi ddnh mét vé phia ctra ra vao ctia qudn.
Piing 13 nhic Tao Thdo thi Tao Thio d&n. La Merry. Merry di vio qudn
rrou.

Du chi mot thoang nhung Merry vira nhin vé phia bon ciu. Tam, chin
phdn muwoi 1a ¢d6 &y da nhén ra bon Haruhiro. Nhwng c6 Ay lai gid vo



khong nhin thay. C6 mot chd tréng nam ri't siu trong géc quiy va Merry
ngoi & do.

“Gi...” Ranta dip ban. “... vy chir! Cai thdi d6 d6! Du ¢6 la tam thoi thi
cling cung chung t& d6i co' ma! Binh thwong thi t6 thi€u cling phai git dau
chao mét cdi chir!”

“Merry y ma,” Yume tré moi ra, dudi 16ng may triu xudng, “la nguwoi
ching m&y khi tiép nhan 18 thweong. Yume bay gi¢r ciing thd'y hoi tie nguc
day nay.”

Shihoru lién tuc so 1én méi. “... Nhwng, nhwng ma, bon minh cling dau
c6 chao héi gi dau. Hai bén d?u nhw nhau... thi phai.”

“A...” Haruhiro gii ¢8. “U ciing ding. Sao nhi, ¢6 1& bon minh ciing c6
tam I chuih bj s&n tinh than bi ngd lo' ching. Sau d6 s& ki€u, ddy, qua
nhién la thé”? Nhu vy cling chaalng hay dau.”

“Pung c¢6 v& van. Tai sao bon minh lai phai lo 1ng t&i tAm trang ctia cd
ta d&n murc d6?”

“Chinh vi vy Ranta m&i bi toan th€ con gdi ghét cay ghét ding.”

“Nhiéu chuyén! Cdi d6 nguc 1ép thi deng ¢c6 nhdm nhot ma néi dén
toan the€ con gai nhé!”

“Pung c6 goi Yume la nguc 1ép!”

“Nguc 1€p nguc 1€p nguc 1€p nguc 1€p nguc 1€p nguc 1€p nguc... 1€p.”

“Gu...”

“...Ranta, may la loai du di dén dau ciing t€ hai hét phan thién ha nhi.”

“Hang nhu Haruhiro quan 1dm chuyén thira thii thé 1am gi! Tao khong
ban tAm dén sic mit cda 1l con gai nhé! C4i tao quan tam la ngwc, mong,
chan v&i bép tay thoi!”

Shihoru nhin Ranta v&i 4nh mit nhw nhin mét thit do ban. “... Tém
that. Vi tw cach mot con nguoi.”

“B... ba néi qua roi!” Ngay ca Ranta cé vé cling cam tha'y khong oOn.
“T6i khong phai chi quan tim d&n nguc, mdng, chan v&i bip tay dau. Tuy
sic mit thi th&’ ndo cling dwore nhing khudén miit ra't quan trong! Du déng
ngwoi c6 dep thé nao di nira ma khudén mat xau ma ché quy hon thi ciing
hong hét! Ua? Sao toi cam thd’y 4nh mit moi ngudi nhin t6i lai cang cay
nghiét hon vdy nhi? Tai sao thé?”



“.. C6 ai d6,” Moguzou chi vé phia Merry, “dang bit chuyén, v&i
Merry kia.”

“0,” Haruhiro chép mét. “... Ping th& that.”

Co 1€ cung chéng phdi chuyén gi ngac nhién cho 14m. Nhung ciu van
thay ba't ngo’. Hon nira, Haruhiro bi€t ngwoi dan 6ng dang twoi cwoi noi gi
d6 voi Merry. NG6i vay nhwng cdu ciling chi méi trd chuyén véi anh Ay ding
mot Tan. Khudn mat than thién, 4o choang bén ngoai do gidp, ki€m, tat ca
déu tring. “... D6 12 anh Shinohara cfia Orion.”

“Orion?” Ranta nghiéng dau. “Oa, that 2? Nhic d&n Orion thi d6 12 mot
clan kha ndi ti€ng ddy. V&i lai Shinohara néu khong nham thi 1a nguoi
ding d4au Orion. Ma théi, chuyén ctia cd ta thi sao ciing dwore. O, @6 udng
l1én r61. Can ly théi, can ly. Can ly!”

“Can, can ly!” Chi c6 minh Moguzou dap lai. Haruhiro chi cung nhe
chiéc cdc bang gd véi Moguzou, Yume va Shihoru roi nhap mot ngum
nwde chanh. Vi chua chua ngot ngot ding 1a ra't ngon.

“Nay nay, Haru.” Yume kéo tay 4o cau. “Clan, la cai gi vay?”

“A, clan 1a...” Haruhiro ciing khong phéi biét qud rd, nhung clan 1a
nhitng nhém hay d6i dwoe linh tinh nguyén thanh 14p nhim huwéng dén mot
muc tiéu nao d6. S6 nguwoi trong to doi thwong 1a ndm hodc sdu nguoi, diéu
dé c6 1€ do phép Protection [Bao hd anh sang] cua tu si la mot phép thuat
cwong héa khong the thi€u, chi ¢ hiéu qua véi tdi da sau ngwoi. Nhung ¢
nhirng ké dich cyc manh ma sdu nguoi khong the xi& 1i dwoe. Cling ¢6
nhirng khu vye d6i dich nguy hi€m, khong the’ xam nhép chi v&i sdu nguoi.
Do ¢6 nhirng tinh thé 1am th& nao cling phai lién k&t nhiéu t6 d6i v&i nhau,
nén mot to chirc goi la clan dwoe tao ra d€ ciing ¢4 tinh thdng nhat. “...
Ciing c6 vai clan dwoc nhiéu ngueoi biét tén. Nhw Berserkers [Ddi Chién
binh hung bao], r6i Iron Knuckle [Poi Thi€t quyén]. Ngoai ra con c6 Wild
Angels [D6i Thién s hoang da] chi toan l1a nix. Vay ra Orion ciing noi ti€ng
ar’

“Nhin kia.” Ranta dung ngén cdi trd Shinohara. “Cé thdy trén do
choang c6 hinh bay ngoi sao trong nhw chir X khong? D6 1a bi€u twong ctia
Orion daYy. Cheamg phai bén kia cling c6 may nguoi giong vay a?”

Ping 1a rai rac c¢6 nhirng ngwoi khiach mang 4o choang gidng voi
Shinohara. Chang phai Shinohara ciing tirng néi ring bon ho thudng tu tap



& Quén regu Sherry sao. Cau da dinh s€ ra chao hoi néu ¢ lic gdp anh &y
& dau d6. Bdy gio thi... khong phdi liic. Khé ma xen vao khi anh ta dang noi
chuyén vori Merry. Thoi dé’ sau vay.

Du thé&, Shinohara v&i Merry ¢6 quan hé thé nao nhi? Dwong nhr mdi
minh Shinohara don phwong néi, con Merry chi d6i dap ching muyc hodc
gat dau nhung khong cé vé tha’y phi€n ha. N6i ding ra thi trong c6 ay nhuw
dang cam thay ¢ 10i.

Cudi cing, Shinohara ciing r&i khdi chd Merry. Merry ddi mét theo
béng lung cua Shinohara mdt lic roi cdi dau va nhdp mi€ng vao moén d6
udng cua minh.

“Khic khic khidc...” Ranta cat ti€ng cwoi xdu xa. “Hai ké d6 1a mot doi
day.”

“Trong co gidng vay dau...”

“Ha...ru...hi...ro... May ding 12 ¢c6 mét khong trong. Nhin thé nao ciing
tha’y cdi bau khong khi d6 trdi lor litng ma. D6 1a diéu khong the chdi cai,
chuan tram phén tram.”

“Tao di chao anh Shinohara mot cau day.”

“Nay, tén kia! Pung c6 ngé lor tao! Tao s€ thd’y bu'on day!”

Haruhiro vira nghi bung, may cw budn thodi mdi di, vira dinh dirng 1én
thi trong quan chot tré nén huyén ndo. Ciu ngay 14p tirc bi€t dwgrc nguyén
nhan.

“Souma”, “Cheamg phéi 1a Souma day sao?”, “La Souma!”, “Souma!”,
“Souma...!”

Nhwrng vi khich 1a linh tinh nguyén dé€u thi nhau goi mot cdi tén. Souma
la ai vdy? Chdc han la anh ta. Mot doan sdu ngwoi cd nam ldn nit di vao
Qudn riwou Sherry. Anh ta la ngwo'i di dau.

Anh ta 12 mot ngwdi dan 6ng trong van con tré tudi, nhwng ra't khéc
biét. Khac biét qua mirc. Péu tién phai k€ dé€n sy khéc biét veé trang bi. Cai
b6 gidp mau den d6 1a gi vay? Du nd bao phu toan than tree phdn dau nhung
hau nhw khong ¢ goc canh, trong c6 vé ra't nhe va vira khit voi nguoi anh
ta. C6 1€ né dwoee tao thanh tw viéc ghép vo s nhirng mi€ng kim loai nho
v&i nhau nhung tr mot s& chd lai phdt ra 4nh sdng mau cam, nhdp nhdy
nhw thé dang ho ha’p. Th trong nhw mot chi€c vy dai cé hai bén trai phai
khong d61 xirng ma anh ta choang & than dwdi ¢6 vé van 1a mot phan cla



b0 gidp va trong ctng thit ngau. Thanh ki€m dai anh ta deo trén lung c6 do
cong nhw katanal®! va k& nao khong bi hé'p h'on béi ding vé tod ra diém gé&
nhung dep chét ngudi d6 chic chin khong nén ton tai & chdn nay. Cay
ki&€m Nhat nhd anh ta deo bén hdng ciing mién ché, va néi that, ciu ciing
chi mudn nd, thé la dd. Khudén mat ctia ngwoi dan 6ng mang trén minh
nhtrng trang bi & mot dging cad’p hoan toan khac cling thit phi pham. Pwong
nét khudén mat ro rang, khong phai ki€u dic biét nam tinh hay xinh dep
trung tinh, nhu’ng chic chang ai ¢6 the binh tinh dworc khi bi nhin chdm
chdm b&i doi mét hanh nhan 4 dy, noi chdt chira nét tram méc diém tinh, sy
dw doi va ca ndi bu'dn dau.

Nhirng ngwoi di theo sau Souma rd rang ciing chgng phdi dang tam
thwong. Nguoi dan dng da ngim den véi mdi téc dreadlock!®! cting d6i mét
sanpakul'%! mic bo gidp mau bac qua 14 14nh d&h mirc chéi mét va ra't cao
to. C6 1€ anh ta con cao hon cd Moguzou. Véc nguoi anh ta kha dep nhwng
dau lai nhd khi€n anh ta tréng cao 1€u nghéu. Anh chang di phia sau thi
ngwoc lai, khd nhd nhin. Khudn mit anh ta trong nhw tré con nhung doi
mat lai duc ngau, néu cham phai 4nh méit d6 c¢6 khi s& bi nguyén rlia mat.
Tién noi ludn, ngwoi dan 6ng ¢6 canh tay dai, cye ki dai, ludén bam sét anh
chang nhd con von di cé phdi l1a con ngwoi khong nhi. Anh ta deo mét
chi€c mat na dang s khi€n cau khong bi€t dwoc, nhwng cau cé cam giac
anh ta giong nhw mot loai sinh vat khac. Trang phuc bdo hd trong nhw quan
da hay kim loai khip toan than ciing d dj thuwdng r'oi, lai con thanh ki€m
khong 16 voi lwoi cwa deo trén lwng chi nhin da thd'y nguy hi€m. Tuy
nhién, khi nhin d&n hai c6 gdi di phia sau thi qua 12 b& mit, nio nhu mudn
nhiin ra vdy. TG ddi ctia Souma c¢6 bon nam va hai nt, thi ca hai c¢6 gai d6
déu la mi nhan.

Mot ngroi dem lai cdm gidc gidng nhe mét chi géi xinh dep, tram tinh
va quyén rli, mic trang phuc bao dan hé ngyc va chan, tya nhe mot chiéc
vdy. DU mang theo du th nhw vong c¢d, nhin, vong tay, roi ca ciy giy
trdng c6 vé cao ca’p cung thanh doan ki€m, thi chi ta trong van khong bi loe
loet qua da. C6 I€ vi ban than chi ta da 10ng 13y chzalng kém gi nhirng thir
dang deo trén nguoi roi.

Ngwoi con lai, khong bi€t phai néi thé nao nhi, hoi gidng Merry.
Khong phai & khuén mét, ma & khoan kho nhan bi€t c6 &y la mi nx tredng
thanh hay mot thi¢u ni¢ xinh dep, va khong thé nghi ring diy ciing 13 con



ngwoi. Co &y trong vra nhw ngang tuoi Haruhiro, vira nhw hon tudi. Tuy
mang mdt tAm gidp nguwc v&i hinh cham khic tinh t& nhwng trang phuc ciia
cO Ay khd nhe nhang. Du vay, cd 8y dang cam ki€m. Chi€n binh sao? Nu
chién binh dung la hi€m thd’y. Gac lai chuyén d6 thi... mai téc mau bac dep
bi€t ma’y, khac hin v&i mdi téc bac cha Renji. Chat té¢c nhw nhung soi tor
siéu manh c6 dwore nhd na'u chy bac that. Péi mét nhw dwore gin sapphire.
P tring cta lan da ciing chflng binh thuwong. Von c6 phép so sanh Ia tring
nhu tuy€t nhwng da ¢d &'y that sy gidng nhw tuy€t vay. Prong nhién la mau
chic van phai lwu thong nén né nhudm mau phét hdng, nhirng lai sdng 1én
1ap lanh. Chang thé so Merry véi o &y. Co &y khong phai 1a ngudi. Béi
Vi, cO dy co doi tai nhon.

“...Do chaalng phai la elf a!” Ranta thi tham.

“Elf...” Haruhiro vira nhin chdm chim c6 gdi d¢n quén ca chép mét vira
ndi 1ap lai. Elf. La sao nhi. Pang ra ciu khong th€, nhung ciu lai biét. EIf.
Ping vay. Rat ¢6 th€' co Yy 1a elf.

“Yo...Yo...” C6 ai d6 chay lai. Nhwng thay vi néi ai d6, céi ki€u on ao
nay ngoai Kikkawa ra thi con ai vao day. “Chzamg phéi Harucchi, Rantan,
Moguchin, con ¢6 Yumepi cung Shihorun day sao! Cac cidu khde khong?
Tbi thi khde 14m! Nay nhin thdy chit, nhin thdy roi ding khong? Souma
ding 13 dinh! That khong nghi lai thay dwoce anh ta, minh may mén qu4 di!
Moi ngudi déu may mén qud di! Nhi!”

Khong hi€u sao ciu ta ¢6 vé hwng phan hon moi khi. La do Souma a?

“... Kikkawa, Souma 1a ai vay?”

“Gi vay chtr...! Harucchi khong bi€t Souma sao!? That dd'y a!? N6i doi
ding khong? Lam sao c6 chuyén dd’y dwocc! Souma &'y, 1a linh tinh nguyén
number one dé. La linh tinh nguyén trong cdc linh tinh nguyén. Thuc lyc
clia anh ta nhw th& ndo thi ngudi ta néi ra néi vao nhiéu 1dm nhwng danh
tieng 1a ding top, ching c6 gi phai phan nan. Py ciing m&i chi 1a Mn dau
t01 thd’y anh ta. That khéac bi€t! Khac biét qua di! Ngau qud! To1 ma la con
gdi thi cling mudn dworc anh ta dm 14y. Souma, em yéu anh! Um. Dua thoi.
To6i khong nghi dé€n mirc d6 dau. Nhung ding la dinh that ddy. That dang
ngueong md. Néu dwoc thi tdi cling mudn tré thanh nhw the”.”

“Phdi day!” Mit Ranta loé siang. “DPa 12 dan ong! Pi Ia linh tinh
nguyén! La phdi nhim d&n muc tiéu nhw vay! Chét tiét! Lam thé nao d€ ¢



bd gidp d6! Mudn mac ghé!”

“... T, t&,” Moguzou cii dau, 1i nhi néi, “mudn, c6 mdt cdi, mil gidp.
Né&u dwoc thi thém mot cdi 4o gidp bang kim loai nira. N&u dwore vy thi it
nhat...”

Shihoru cin chit méi dwdi v&i vé mit ddm chiéu. “... Té¢ mudn, hoc
phép thuat. Loai phép thuit c6 the tror gidp dwgc moi nguoi. To hién gio
van chua...”

“Yume Ay ma. Yume ciing nghi ring nén lam gi d6 v&i vu do gidp.
Yume diing cung tén dé 14m nén thwong xong 1én phia trede nhidu hon.”

“Té...,” nén lam gi day. Haruhiro van chwa r&i mét khéi nhém Souma.
Nhung néi that, khong gidng nhw Kikkawa va Ranta, cdu khong thé nghi
dwoc rang minh mudn tré thanh ngwdi nhw Souma. Ciu cam thay minh
con chzatng thu hep dwoe cach biét véi bon Renji ntva 1a. Khong diwgre déu.
Ngwong mo gi chik. Ddng nao ciing khong theo kip dwore, chc“;ng phdi ngu
ngoc lam sao?

Chinh vi vdy nén cw giit nguyén nhw hién tai la on a? Khong co chuyén
dé. Ban than Haruhiro van ludn nghi rang mudn ti¢n 1én phia treére. D cho
cdu khong th€ leo cau thang nhay céc mdt, hai bac nhwr nhém ctia Renji thi
chic chin ciu vin c6 th€ di 1én tirng bac mot, chdm rdi va ving vang.
Manato ch&c hin da dinh lam nhuw vdy. C& ging theo nhip d6 phi hop véi
ban than, sao cho hdm nay t6t hon hdm qua, va ngay mai lai t6t hon hom
nay la dwoe. Chi ng'6i dd'y ma wde dwong nhién khong an thua. Phai hanh
dong nura.

Minh nén lam gi, va lam nhw thé nao moi dwoc?

Dé’danh nhiéu tién hon de’ hoc ki nang? Mua trang bi t6t?

Nhitng viéc do ciing quan trong. Nhwwng chi vy thoi liéu co on khong?

Manato da ndi nho minh. Viéc do qud nhién la Manato bdo minh hdy
lam nhigng viéc cdu a@y tieng lam sao? Noi cdch khdc la... hay tro thanh thi
linh cua to’doi?

Minh co lam dwoc khong nhi? Du phdi co ai do ddm nhdn viéc nay
nhwng khong phdi la minh thi co sao khong? Minh chc“;ng muon lam. Minh
khong mudn gdnh vdc trdach nhiém. Thdt phién phiwec. Manato thi sao? Cdu
ay co mudn lam, thich lam, vui vé lam khong? Co 1€ khong nhadt thiét phdi
nhw vdy. Thwe ra cdu @y rdt vat vd, chi muén ném qudch di cho xong,



nhwng vén cdn rdng chiu dwng va dén ddt c¢d bon. Sao ¢ thé’ ndi chdc rdng
khong co nhirng chuyén nhuw thé?

“A nhung ma nhweng ma nhung ma!” Kikkawa khong biét tir lic ndo da
Oom vai bd ¢0, cuoi néi voi Ranta. Cau ta si€u that dd’y, c6 the€ tim dau y
hop v&i Ranta cor ma. “T6i chwa tirng nghi ¢6 th€ gip dwgc Souma! Nghe
n6i khu Ishmal c& 1a chién truomg chinh, hi&€m 1dm anh ta m&i tré vé
Alterna d&y! Qua nhién 12 t6i may mdn d&n phat so! A ma khong s 18m
dau!”

“Nay Kikkawa! Cung k&t ban v&i Souma di! Nhw bon minh bay gio 1a
dwoee roi day!”

“Pi ha!? bi ludn!? Rantan, di phat nhi!?”

Kikkawa va Ranta dirng 1&n khdi chd ng'di ciing lic. Ching I& hai ngudi
ho nghiém tic dijnh ra bit chuyén v&i Souma? Haruhiro nhdm ngudi khoi
gh&’, nhin xung quanh quan rweoru. Nhém cia Souma dang ng6i & ban canh
quidy, xung quanh ken dac toan ngwoi 1a ngeoi. Merry dang udng ruegru hay
thir gi d6 mot minh. C4u khong thd’y bong dang cida Shinohara. Anh &y di
dau dé ma't r'oi chang?

Cau ngoi lai xudng ghé& va udng nwdc chanh. Ngahg mit 1én, ciu bit
gdp 4nh mit cda Yume. Yume nghiéng dau nhw mudn hdi ¢6 chuyén gi.
Haruhiro 14c d4u, td y ddp lai “Khong ¢ chuyén gi dau”, r'oi tiép tuc ndc
nwdc chanh ddy miéng. Lam sao ma khong cé chuyén gi dwgc chie. Thii
linh a? Liéu mot diva nhw minh ¢ lam dwoc khong day.



17. Quan trong

u cnm dwoc hay khong thi trong lic ciu hit thé, thoi gian van ¢ troi di.
Mot khi cdu nga, thi mét troi s€ 1€n, va khi troi sdng, bon cdu lai phai tié€n
ve khu thanh cti Damurou.

Bon c4u tip kich hai con goblin, khi€n mét con bi thwong nho tin cong
triedre, tao ra thé trdn giao con goblin d6 cho Ranta va Yume phu trach, con
Moguzou va Haruhiro s€ lam dd1i tht ciia con goblin khdng bi thwong.

Con goblin khong bi thuwong trang bi mot cai mi gidp moép méo, mot bd
gidp xich thd so’ cling mot thanh ki&m sttt mé, trong ciing khd khé nhan. Du
vdy, vé& véc dang thi Moguzou van dn dt nd. VE mit sic lyc, Moguzou
chic chdn manh hon. N&u ciu &y x6ng 1én quyét liét thi c6 vé s& du sirc de
bep né nhwng Moguzou lai khong lam vay. Tai sao vay nhi? Vi Moguzou
nhét gan sao?

Ping 1a Moguzou khong phai 1a ki€u hanh ddng thi€u suy nghi nhw
Ranta. Nhung, thuce ra ¢6 1f do d€ ciu &y bt budc phai than trong.

That trung hop, con goblin ddi tha dang ddi mi gidp, nén cdu da quan
sat hanh dong cda ca hai va nhan ra mot diéu. Khi c6 mil, du ¢6 bi danh mot
chit vao dau ciling s€ khong chét. Nhung néu khong ¢6 mi, ki€m chi can
swo't qua thoi cling cé thé gy ra vé€t thwong nang nén ki€u gi cling s€ chun
chén.

T&1 qua, Moguzou da néi mudn c6 mii gidp va do gidp bang kim loai.
Cau &y khong muén mdt thanh cy ki€m maoi sdc bén ma lai muén @6
phong hd. Chéc y cau 4y 13, néu boc kin toan than bing d6 bao ho c6 sirc
phong tht cao hon thi sé c6 th€ chi€n dau quyét liét hon.

Haruhiro hdu nhw toan nghi dé€n viéc td'n cong tw sau lwng ké dich. Do
khong méc gidp nén cau s¢ ta't cd cdc don tdn cong cua ké thu. N6i mot
cdch khoa trrong thi, cAu nghi rang minh sé& toi doi n&u bi chém triing nén
ciu thwong doc hét siec d€ né tranh. Nhung Moguzou lai phai cham ki€m



chinh dién v&i ké dich. Néu Moguzou ma cling tr6n tranh giéng nhw
Haruhiro thi s€ loan hét ca Ién.

Do nhi€ém vu va vi tri khac nhau nén cau khéng bi€t viéc d6. Haruhiro
khong nhin thdy gi cd. Khong, phai néi 1a cidu khdng c6 y dinh nhin.
“Moguzou...!” Haruhiro vira goi Moguzou, vira dinh ding dao gam
chém con goblin. Con goblin quay vé phia cdu. Haruhiro 14p ti&c 1ui lai.
Con goblin lwdng Iy trong chdc 14t. Chi diing mot khodnh khic ngén ngui.
Con goblin ngay 1dp tic quay lai phia Moguzou nhung vao lic do,
Moguzou da dam thanh cy ki€m toi. “Hay...!”

Thanh cy ki€m ddm sau vao bung con goblin. Nhwng v&i sinh vat song
thi ¢ d6 van chwa th€ chét. Con goblin vira hét 1én gya gya, vira ¢ vung
thanh ki€m. Con ldu tao moi dé’ yén nhé. Haruhiro ti€p cin con goblin tw
phia sau. Tay clia con goblin dang ¢Am ki&¢m. Nhidm vao tay. C& tay. “Slap
[Dap tay]...!I”

Du khong th€ chém rung nhwng Iwdi dao gam cling vao dén tan xwong
khi&n con goblin khong thé cam dwoe ki€m ntra. Moguzou hd mot ti€ng
roi vung thanh cy ki€m 1€n. Con goblin hét Ién tuyét vong, dinh bam vao
Moguzou. Haruhiro dung tay trdi tim 18y chi€c mii gidp ctia con goblin,
dung strc giat né ra roi ddm dao gdm vio dwdi cim con goblin.

Tuy da lam t&i miéc d6, nhung phai mat mdt khoang thoi gian con
goblin m&i thdi chong cw. Vi ddy l1a danh d6i mang s6ng, nén ca d6i tha
cling rat nghiém tdc. Pay 1la mot cudc chi€én chan chinh, khéng cé thir gi
nghi€m tic hon né ca. Khong hé don gian chit nao. Manato da noi vay thi
phdi. Ciing giong nhw bon minh khong mudn chét, con goblin nay ciing thé’
thoi. Bon minh giét né, cwop ldy nhitng thw né mang theo, roi dn com, dé’
song sot.

Con goblin con lai ddu véi Ranta va Yume, bi Shihoru lam suy yéu
bang phép thuat, cudi ciing bj két liéu bing mot nhat chém cta Ranta.

Tran chi€n ket thac, trong khi Haruhiro dang thu lai ma’y cai tui goblin,
Merry ddt ndm ngon tay cua ban tay phai 1€n trdn, ngén gitra 4n vao gitra
hai hang 16ng may. Moi viéc dién ra qud nhanh khién suyt chit nira 1a ciu
d4 bd 16. Nhung c4u chic chén di nhin thdy bang chinh mét minh.

D6 1a dong tac vé ngdi sao sau canh. Manato cling thwong lam nhw vay
sau khi ha guc ké dich.



Bdt ngo thdt day. Minh khong nghi c6 dy la ngwoi sé lam nhirng viéc
nhw thé. Nhuwng minh dau co biét. Minh chc“;ng biét gi vé Merry, thdm chi
con khong cd’ gdng dé biét.

Vao ldc nghi trrra, cdu néi véii Moguzou. “T¢ s€ bd ra it tién. Moguzou,
cdu mua mil gidp di, d6 ré ciing dwgrc. Ca 4o gidp ntra, tht tim trong dong
hang cli ¢6 cdi nao ¢ vua voi cdu khong. K€ ca khong thdy thi néu tim
hi€u tredc xem stra lai tdn khodng bao nhiéu ciling sé c¢6 thém co s& d€
danh gia.”

“... 0. Sao th& dwoc. Nhung... Té 4y ndy 14m. Sao d&, Haruhiro bd tién
dworc.”

“Puwoc ma. Tam thoti, ¢6 céi nay 1a t& van xoay x& dwore.” Haruhiro vo
v vao con dao gim. “Néu khong chuah bj trang bi cho Moguzou thi moi
ngu’0’1 déu vat va. Ki€u nhw viéc nay cling vi ban than to &y ma. D6 phong
ho bing sit kha 14 dit ding khong. N&u kiém dwoc nhiéu thi chang sao,
nhwng bon minh dau c¢6 nhw thé ma lai d&€ Moguzou ty minh thu thap d6
phong ho thi khong hop 1i chut nao.”

“A... N6i mé&i tha'y ding 1a vy that.” Yume cudi xoa. “Lic Moguzou
mua d6 phong ho, Yume ciing s€ gép mot it. Moi ngwei ciing nhau tim mot
c4i mil gidp that dé thwong nhé!”

(13

Shihoru ryt ré gio tay 1én. “... Vay t& cling gép. Nhiéu qua thi kho

nhwng maot it thi khong sao.”

“Du thé& nao tdi cling sé khong bd ra mot copper nao dau da’y! To6i néi
tredre thé!”

“Cheamg sao ca. Ngay tir ddu bon nay da chealng trong mong gi vao Ranta
roi!” Haruhiro li€c nhin thdi d6 ctia Merry. Merry van nhin dau d6 xa xam,
td vé minh khong li€n quan. Nhwng cdu lai thdy cd &y c6 vé budn, la do
ciu tedng twong sao?

Lan t&i, néu ¢ co hoi, cdu dinh s€ quan sat Merry trong ldc chién da'u.
An twong vé Merry 1a chi don thuan cAm mot cAy gy trong nhu tich
trrong, khong bao gio’ chiu 1én phia trwedc, khong chiu chira tri ti t&, khong
hing hdi, chi ditng i mot chd. Nhung liéu ¢6 that nhw vay khong?

Budi chiéu, nhém goblin dau tién bon ciu gap cé ba con, khong phai
ldc d€ cdu voi vang tim hi€u khuynh hwdng hanh dong cia Merry. Sau do,
bon ciu mai khong gdp dworc nhém goblin phit hgp hay nhirng con goblin



di 18. The r'oi, trén duwong roi khdi khu thanh cii, bon ciu ba't ngo bit gip
hai con goblin. Vi d6 12 khodnh khic d4u tién ngay khi cham miit nén bat
thinh linh tré thanh mdt cudc hdn chién. Chéng c6 thoi gian cho Shihoru
cing Merry vén & tuyén sau lui lai. Mot con goblin tAn cong nhim vao
Merry.

“Pwng c¢6 ngan ra...” Ranta lao nguwoi vao con goblin va day ngé nd,

“nhw vdy chit, con nhd chét tiét...!”
“Ai ngan ngwoi vay ha...!” Bung 1a Merry khong c¢6 vé gi 1a dang ngan
ra ca. Mot con goblin khiac nhdy vé phia Shihoru. Merry hay mot ti€ng,
manh mé vung ciy tich treong dap con goblin. P6 1a don Smash [Cwong
da], mdt ki nang trong thuat phong than cta tu si. Manato cling da hoc ki
nang nay nén khong the nham dworc.

Pdi phwong ¢6 hai con goblin, ngay tor ddu tinh hinh da theo chiéu
hudng tot. DU vin d€ y phia sau lung goblin, thinh thodng Haruhiro lai
ddnh mét sang Merry. Ciu nghi bung, khong phai. Cy trrong d6 khong
phai d€ lam mau. C6 2y c6 hoc ki nang phong than nghiém chinh. Tuy
khong mudn Ién phia trede, nhung cd &'y da bao vé Shihoru.

Bén canh do, con goblin dang c§ song cd chét bam 18y Moguzou, cau
&y bi &n mot cd hic dau vao cim. Merry chim chid quan sat tinh hudng d6
véi vé mit nghiém tic. Ngay sau d6, cd Ay khé 14c dau. Vay tirc 13 truong
hop ndy van On, chwra ¢in phai chira tri.

Merry chi ding i ra? Khong hang hai? Dau phai thé. Merry ludén quan
sdt tinh hinh trdn chié€n ttr phia sau, mdi khi dong ddi bi thwong, c6 &y déu
dwa ra quyét dinh. N&u cén thiét, c6 Ay van st dung cdy tich treong cia
minh.

Sau khi tran danh két thic, Shihoru bit chuyén v&i Merry. “A, chuyén
lic ndy, rd't cam on ciu.”

Merry quay mét sang hwdng khac. “La chuyén gi vay?”

Néu c6 &y khong néi chuyén ki€u ddy thi tot bi€t may. Cr trd loi
“khdng c6 gi ddu” nhu binh thudng rdi nd mot nu cudi, thi chic chin du 1a
nam hay nt cling s€ yéu quy Merry. D6 hin chaamg phai viéc gi qua khé
khin. Lam vay Merry chic ciing dé séng hon. Nhung sao ¢d &y khong 1am
vay?



V€ dén Alterna, sau khi ban chi€n l¢ii pham cho ti€ém thu mua, Haruhiro
goi Merry lai khi ¢6 &y dinh roi di ma khong néi loi nao. “A, Merry, doi
chuat da.”

Merry vira vén toc 1én, vira quay ngwoi lai véi vé kho chju. “Van con
viéc gi a?”

Minh da bdo la c6 &y ddng sor ma. Cau chi c6 th€ nghi dworc ring co Ay
mudn bi nguoi ta ghét. Nhwng bon ciu cheamg phai la @6ng ddi trong cliing
mot t6 doi a? Thay vi bji ghét thi dwoc yéu quy van t6t hon chir. Néu néi
dworc ra miéng thi cdu mudn néi nhw the. Nhung cdu lai khong the néi
dwgrc. Néu cham dén van d€ riéng tw thi cé 1€ Merry s€ bd chay mat. Cau
cd cam gidc ¢6 Ay s€ nbi “Toi chiu du roi, tam biét” roi roi khoi to doi
ludn.

“Ciing khong hin 1a ¢6 vi€c gi dau, nhung sao bon minh khong cung di
an com nhi? R'6i sau d6 cd bon cung dén quéan rwou nwra.”

“Téi xin ki€u.”

“... Sao céu lai dung kinh ngr?”

Merry nhin chéo xudng dwdi, 16ng may hoi nhan lai. Co &y gian roi
sao? Nhung chealng hi€u sao trong cling gidng nhw dang xau ho. “... Khong
co y gi dic biét dau.”

“A, vy a. Xin 16i vi ty dung lai bit bé chuyén ki cuc nhw vay.”

“Khodng c6 gi...” Merry suyt thi biu mo6i nhwng ngung lai, nhin xuéng
va lic dau. Sau d6, c6 Ay néi “Hen gip lai...”, c6 1& ciling tinh néi tiép 1a
“vao ngay mai”. V&i mot Merry lic nao cling leamg lang di ma't thi vi€c nay
that hi€m thay. Nhung cudi cung cdi viéc hi€m thdy &y da khong xay ra.
Merry chi quealng lai cau “Hen gdp lai” r6i quay lung vé phia bon Haruhiro.

Merry bude di rdt nhanh. Nhwng dang di cia cd &y hoi la. Khong hi€u
sao trong c¢6 vé voi va.

Ranta xi mot ti€ng. “...That ding 1la mot dira con gai dang ghét. That sy

ay.”

“Viy, a...7” Moguzou xo0a xoa cam. Tuy van con mdng, nhung riu ciu
&y da moc lin phin. Cdu ding la dé rdm rdu, Moguzou q. “T& cam thdy,
hom nay, c¢6 2y hoi khac.”

Yume vira vm wm vira gat dau. “Ping 1a c¢6 khac nha. Merry hom nay
c6 hoi dé thwong da’y. Khong hi€u sao Yume cam thay the".”



Ranta lwvo'm Yume toé khéi. “Purng c6 cdi gi cling n6i dé thwrong nay dé
thwong no nira. Pham vi 4p dung tir dé thwong ctia ba rong qud roi, chaalng
hiéu c6 y nghia gi khong nira.”

“Ki€u nhw Ranta thi khong hi€u ciing dworc. Yume ciing chéng mong
Ranta hi€u dau.”

“Ping 1a ching d& thwong chit nao!”

Sau khi can ngédn Ranta va Yume, ca bon di tim mii gidp cho Moguzou.
Trong cho ¢6 quiy hang ven dwdng bay ban mil gidp sét cii, & d6, loai mil
giap goi 1a barbute c6 gid kha ré. Barbute 1 loai mil chi dwge rén bang mot
tA'm sit, trong Gng v&i cAu tao don gian 1a gid thanh twong ddi thap. N
c6 hinh dang gidng v&i ngén chan céi, khi ddi 1&én, chi c6 mét, miii, miéng
la 16 ra khéi khe hé hinh chr T. Nhin qua thi twdng né sé tudt ra ngay,
nhung bén trong dwoc boc da nén cling khong dén ndi. Ranta khoi mao
mot vu mic ca dai daalng. Chi€c mu barbute vwra vin v&i cdi dau to ciua
Moguzou, nhung ddy riy vét xudc cing nhitg chd I6i 16m, ching hé wa
nhin, da dwoc ha gid to b6n muwoi hai silver xuéng con muoi tdm silver.
Chi phi nay dwoc chia ra thanh: Haruhiro trd bon silver, Yume va Shihoru
mdi ngwoi ba silver con Moguzou 12 tdm silver.

Trong ldc ca bon an t6i & quéay hang ven dwong, Ranta won ngyc ra vé
ta day “Thyc ra th&€ nay cling giong nhw tdi bo ra hai mwoi tw silver roi con
gi! M@y nguwoi, cam on tdi di!” khi€n Yume va Shihoru nhiu may. Haruhiro
ciing d&n chiju ciu ta, nhwng ngim lai thi ¢6 1€ ciing ding. Né&u khong c6
céi tén Ranta ching biét xAu h& ndy, ¢6 1& bon ciu khong thé mic ca xudng
dwoc d€n mirc gia day. Du hai mwoi tw silver ¢é 1€ hoi phong dai, nhung
nho Ranta ma bon ciu mai ti€t kiém dwgc co muoi silver.

“U. Cam on nhé, Ranta.” Khi Haruhiro ¢ ging néi_véi gwong mat
nghiém tiic, Ranta bdng tré nén ludng cudng, ling bung “U, & va cii mit.
“... M... may bi€t vay la dwoe roi. Po 1a thye lyc cua tao. Khdng phai, goi
la gi nhi? Gia tri? La gid tri thyc a? M&y nguoi chi toan xem thwong khoan
do6 théi. Tw gior phéi chid y ddy nhé. Nghiém tic dd’y. That sy nho tui bay.
Khong, ti ciing ching nho dau...”

Sau btra dn, ca bon dinh lwg'n quanh xem 4o gidp nhwng cling da mudn
nén lai dit nhau d&n quan regu. C6 vé Merry khong d&n. Haruhiro da ri cd
2y dén quan reoru nén ngwore lai, c6 khi hom nay co6 &y s€ khong xul't hién.



“Con nhd d6 ding 1a ching ddng yéu gi ca. C6 phai 12 Yume dau chi.”
Ranta c6 vé vin 6m mdt bung tirc v&i Merry vé vu ctru ¢d 4y ma khong
dwoe 18y mot 1o cam on. “Con chflng chju chao hdi, cdm on v&i xin 16
cho t t&. Pung 1a khong th€ ctru chita dwgrec. Chi dwoc mdi cdi vé ngoai.
MObi cdi mé thdi. Vé ngoai trong ciing ndi bat dd'y. Ma ciing chaamg duorc
nhw cd nang elf trong t&' ddi cia Souma.”

“... Nhung, nhung ma...” Moguzou vin d6i nguyén chiéc mii barbute.
Cau ay t6 ra rat thich né. Du né ¢ vé lam cdu &y kh6 udng thirc udng ctia
minh. “Merry, lic treedre, khi dung phép thuit chira trj cho t&, da néi xin 10i
day.”

“Ha? Ong dirng c6 ma néi d&i, Moguzou. CH ta ma 1a ngudi nhw the
a?’

“T... that ddy. Lic t&, bi thwong & ddu. Merry da cham tay vao vét
thwong, sau dd’y, khi thd’y t& ¢6 vé dau, c6 'y da néi xin 16i.”

“Pring roi, ¢c6 vu d6.” Haruhiro vAn con nhd. Du khdong nghe thiy
nhwng ding la ldc day, Merry da néi gi d6 voi Moguzou. “... Ra vay. Lic
do6 thi ra 1a xin 16i.”

“Co &y cling bdo vé t& ntra...” Shihoru git dau. “T¢ nghi la, du cb &y
kh6 gan nhwng khong phai 12 ngwdi xAu xa, nhin tim dau.”

“Merry qud la dang yéu.”

“Hbém nay, t& cling d€ y quan sat Merry...” Haruhiro néi cho ca bon
nhtrng di€u cdu nhan ra vé hanh vi cida Merry trong khi chi€n dau. Cé vé
Merry van ¢ ging hoan thanh chu ddo vai trd clia ban than theo cdch riéng
ctia cd ay. Chi cé diéu, cd &y khong chiu néi ra suy nghi cia minh. C6 ay
lai con la ki€u ddc mdm doc miéng, thai dd cling khong td't nén méi bi hi€u
nham. “... Tuy khong dam khaalng dinh, nhwng té nghi n€u bon minh hi€u rd
rang cdch 1am ctia Merry thi s€ c6 th€ xt 1 moi viéc td't 1én. Nhung van con
van dé la khong bi€t nhr vay c6 dwgc khong.”

“Cé6 gi ma khong dwore chir!” Ranta ndc bia tng we roi thé phi ra bang
mii. “N€u dé la phong cdch lam viéc cua c6 ta thi dau cé van dé gi ding
khong? Ma t6i van khong the chdp nhan dworc cAu chuyén con nhd chét tiét
d6 dang lam viéc tw t& dau.”

“Ngay thoi diém Ranta nghi nhw vay da 1a ¢6 van dé roi.”



“Tdi nghi thé ndo thi lién quan gi d&h mAy ngui? Y kién cia toi ldc
nao cling bi ma’y ngwei 1o di con gi nra.”

“Purng ¢6 gian doi chir.”

“Toi thém ma gian doi. Toi dang n(’)i,su’ that thoi. Con nhd chét tiét do
la thir di biét trong t0 ddi. Ma t6i cling chang khac maYy.”

Thi ra Ranta cadm thdy nhw vay sao? Cau da khong nhan ra diéu do.
Khong riéng gi Merry, Haruhiro cling khong nhin t&i Ranta. La vay sao?

Nghi ki thi Ranta ciing 1a mdt con ngwoi. Khi bi d6i x& t€, ciu ta dau
th& coi nhw khong c6 gi. Vay nén mé&i c6 chuyén cdu mudn bio ciu ta rang
“Néu thé thi may nén lam chit gi d6 v&i hanh vi, 1oi néi cia minh di”. Du
van cam thay ciu ta ding la ty 1am tw chiu, nhwng tinh cach khong phai thir
noi stra 1a stra dwgrec dé dang nhw th&’. Ranta clia hién tai ciing ¢6 nhirng
dieém t6t. Khong th€ pht nhén diéu do.

“Tao sai r0i.” Haruhiro cti dau. “Xin 10i Ranta. Tt gio tao s& d€ y
hon.”

“Pu... ding thé” da’y! Ph... phdi d€'y tdi da nhé! D6 ngdc!”

“... Thwra chir @6 ng6'c r'6i.”

“Goi mdt tén ngdc 1a @6 ngd'c thi ¢ gi khong dwoc chir, d6 ngdc!”

“That 1a...” Haruhiro gai c¢6. Cau cling chaalng hoi ddu ma gidn. Tén nay
12 mot thang nhéc a? Chic chin hin 12 mdt thang nhéc. C6 18 ching ¢an doi
co tng ti mOt ma nén bd qua bwra cho xong. N6i m&i nhé, Manato ciing
lam nhw vay thi phai.

Cau thé dai roi nhin quanh quan rwou thi thdy bong do choang cua
Orion lot vio méit. La Shinohara. Anh Ay dang 1én cau thang d¢ t&i chd
ng0i & tang hai. “... A, t& qua chao anh Shinohara mot chut.”

“Cai gi? Nay, Haruhiro, may dinh xin gia nhap Orion mot minh dd’y a!
Tao khong d€ may 1am th& dau, tao ciing s€ di.”

“... Khong dau, tao chéng h€ c6 y dinh d6. Ma thdi cliing dwoc.”

“Vay, vy, ca t& ntra.”

“Thé& thi Yume ciing di thtr xem sao.”

“0... N&u, n€u vay thi, to cling... O lai mot minh ¢6 hoi...”

Khong phai ciu khong nghi téi viéc tinh huéng nay la thé nao day,
nhung r0i cd ndm ngwoi van 1 lwot kéo nhau 1én ting hai. Trwdce khi



Haruhiro kip 1én tié€ng, Shinohara d3 nhan ra va dirng day khoi chd ngoi.
“A, Haruhiro. Lau 1m mé&i gip em. MAy ngudi kia 13 d¢ong doi clia em 2?”

Oa. Cdi ngwo'i nay, moi chi gdp c¢é mot lan ma van con nho minh. Ghé
thdt day. Xung quanh Shinohara toan 13 ngudi ctia Orion. Chéic phai hai
muoi, khong, hon ba mwoi ngwoi &y chir. Nam kha dong, nhung nir cling
chi&m c& mot phian ba, tA't ca déu khodc 4o choang tring ctia Orion.

“A,a... Xin, xin chao, rm...”

“Nao, qua bén nay di. Hayashi, ciu sap x&p chd ngdi cho may co ciu
nay duoc khong?”

“Vang, anh Shinohara.” Ngudi con trai téc ngdn mét hip dworc goi 1a
Hayashi mang ban va ghé'ra ttr chd cia minh. “Xin moi dé€n diy.”

Shinohara ng6i xudng mot cai gh€” x€p xung quanh chi€c ban ma
Hayashi mang ra, bon Haruhiro cling dworc moi ngoi xudng. Nguoi cla
Orion khong nhin chim chdm vé phia bon cdu ma chi 6n ton cwdi néi v&i
nhau. Thanh lich qu4. D& chju qud. Du chwa goi nhung @6 udng da dwoc
dem 1én. Moguzou hay Yume v&i Shihoru thi khong néi lam gi, dé€n ca
Ranta ciing tré nén ngoan ngoan khac hin ngay thuwong. Orion ding la dinh
that.

“Vay, Haruhiro, moi viéc sao roi? Cé vé em van chwa mua huy hiéu
doan linh, nhwng da quen v&i cude sdng sinh hoat nay chwa?”

“Ua? Lam sao anh biét dwoc em van chwa mua huy hiéu?”

“Moi ngrdi déu t0 mo vé linh m&i ma. Cdc em van hay di dén khu
thanh cli Damurou didng khéng? C6 nguoi con 1én goi cac em 1a Goblin
Slayer!!!l @ay.”

“A... Biing 12 bon em chi toan d&u v&i i goblin théi.”

Duwrng lai mot ldc, Shinohara chinh tw thé” ng6i. “Chuyén ctia dong doi
cac em that la dang ti€c.”

“... Vang.” Haruhiro nhin xudng ban, nim chiit hai tay v&i nhau. Anh
Ay bi€t dén cad viéc d6 cor a? Nhwng c6 1€ 1a vay da’y. Alterna ma méi dau
ai cling twedng la rong 1on, thye chat 1a mot thanh phd” khép kin, noi ta't ca
moi thir déu bj nh'6i nhét vao mot khong gian bi gidi han. Thé gidi cua linh
tinh nguyén ciing chi 12 mét phian trong d6 ma théi. Néu khong dinh che
gid’u thi chgng may chd’c, ba't ctr viée gi cling s€ lan ra. C6 vé ciu nén xac



dinh tinh thAn nhw th& sdn. “... N6i thé ndo nhi, em ciing thd’y dang tiéc
1&m. C4u 4y 12 mot ngwori it tot.”

“Nghe ¢6 hoi ty dai, nhung anh hi€u ndi dau khd khi mat di dong doi.
Vi anh ciling da trai qua viéc d6 ro6i.”

“Vay... a? Chuyén d6...”

“Xin c4c em ding quén di ndi dau d6.” Shinohara nhin khéip ca bon
Haruhiro bang ddi méit diém tinh nhwng chi't chira ndi bu'dn siu thdm. “K&
¢ ¢6 phai 6m theo ndi dau thi cdc em van phdi tién 1én. Hay ghi tac diéu d6
trong long. Hay quy trong nhirng d6ng doi hién tai. Hay quy trong quang
thoi gian cdc em cuing nhau trai qua. Thir d6 m6t khi da qua di r'oi thi sé
khong bao gior quay lai ntra. S€ c¢6 nhirng viéc lam ta hoi ti€c. Nhwng hay
cd hét strc d€ khong con an han.”

Khi 1dng tai nghe nhitng 1&i ctia Shinohara, bon Haruhiro bat gidc dit
tay 1€n ngyc. Quy trong dong ddi hién tai. Khi Manato con song, gid nhw
cau bi€t tran trong cdu Ay hon. Gid nhw cdu cé th€ hi€u Manato hon.
Nhwng khong dwoc ntra roi. Chinh vi vy, cdu phai quy trong quang thoi
gian trai qua cung cdc dong doi hién tai. D€ khong phai hdi han ntra.

Chinh minh ciing khong biét liic nao minh sé chét. Cd Moguzou, Ranta,
Yume, Shihoru, va cd Merry ciing vdy. Cau khong mudn khi ai d6 ra di, cau
s& lai nghi rang gid nhw ldc &6 minh d Iam nhu vay. C4u ciing khdng mudn
moi nguoi ¢ suy nghi dé.

“Anh Shinohara, em c6 chuyén mudn thao luan v&i anh.”

“La gi vay? Mién 1a viéc anh c6 thé trd 1o1i.”

“Chuyén vé Merry a. Hdm qua, anh d néi chuyén v&i co &y nhi. Chéc
chdn anh cling bi€t viéc c¢6 &y gia nhap td ddi ctia bon em.”

“DPung vay. Co &y lam sao a?”

“N€u anh bi€t dieu gi vé Merry thi em mong anh n6i cho bon em. C6 1€
bon em hdi nhAm dija chi, nhung em nghi, dii ¢6 nang niic ging hdi nhan vat
chinh, thi c6 &y cung sé€ khong n6i cho bon em.”

Shinohara g ngén trd 1én ban diing mat céi. “... Chuyén do thi Hayashi
s€ thich hg'p hon anh. Trudc ddy, cdu &y & trong cung td doi voi Merry.”

“Ha...?” Haruhiro nhin sang Hayashi dang nang cdc rwou & ban bén
canh. Hayashi don 18’y 4nh nhin ctia Haruhiro r'6i ra da'u chao.



18 cﬂ - i -~
. Gau chuyén cua co ay
-

01 mlg Merry l1a d6ng d6i twe khi con lam linh tinh nguyén tap sy. Chién
binh c6 t61 va Michiki, phdp sw la Mutsumi, dao tac la Ogu, con tu si la
Merry. T6i nghi t& doi cua bon t6i thudc dién Iam an thuan lgii. Giong nhw
cdc cdu, bon tdi cling d&€n khu thanh cii Damurou sian goblin d€ ki€m tién,
chi khodng mwdi ngay da mua dwoe huy hidu doan linh. Bon tdi sdm stra
trang bi, hoc ki niing roi bit dau sin Iii kobold & khu mé Cyrene, cich
Alterna tdm kilomet vé phia Tay Bic. K& c4 sau lic d6, ching tdi cling gan
nhw khong gdp nguy hi€m gi. T6i khi &y da nghi, d6 la diéu dwong nhién,
nén hoan toan khong nhéan ra.

Nguwoi dem lai cam gidc an toan trong nhirng cudc chi€n cia bon toi
chinh 1a Merry. Co ﬁ’y du c6 vé ngoai hoan mi, nhw cdc cau thdy day,
nhu’ng khong bao gio’ khoe khoang. C6 &y ldc nao cling rang ro, khoe
khodn, hay cudi, t&¢i mirc bau khong khi cia t& doi chang cé lic nao tré
nén u dm. Hon ntra, cd &y khong chi hoc Ma thuat anh sdng ma con hoc ca
thuit phong than, va clng sat canh chi€n dadu véi téi hay Michiki. Tat
nhién, c6 &y ciling khong lo’ 1a cong viéc cia mot Healer [Ngwoi chira tri].
Du chi 1a mét vét xwdc, co Ay cling sé chira tri ngay 14p tirc. Trong t6 doi
ctia bon t6i, hang trerdc ¢6 ba nguoi, toi, Michiki va Merry, n€u bi thwong
s€ dwore Merry chtra tri ngay, khi Mutsumi hay Ogu gap nguy hi€m, Merry
cling khong ngéan ngai ra tay giip do’. Tom lai, mot minh Merry lam cong
viéc clia ba ngwoi. Du vAy, bon t0i van dinh ti€p tuc chi€n di'u chi v&i ndm
ngwoi. Vi nhw thé that dé dang. Bon t6i dau chi ¢é ndm ngwoi, tinh ra thi ¢6
dén bay nguoi day chi.

Tinh co’ 1a ¢6 rdt nhi€u linh tinh nguyén cung dgt véi bon téi, ¢6 ca
nhitng tén xud't sic vuot trdi hon hin, nén bon toi ciing khong dworc chu y
1m. Nhung cang chién da'u, bon tdi cang tw tin hon. Lic d6, bon tdi ch:fmg
bi€t so 1a gi ca. Biéu d6 la ta't nhién, tai bon t6i hdu nhw khong cé cam gidc
so hdi. Nhung bay gio thi t6i hi€u dwoc. Merry qua nhién ra't khac bon toi.
MObi khi bon t6i bj thwong, cd Ay chic chén sé lo sot v6, nén ludn chira tri



ngay 14p tirc. Vi chi mot sai s6t nhd cling ¢6 ldc khi€n moi thir bung bét
trong nhdy mét, nén c6 1& co Ay tré nén ndén néng mudn ngin chin diéu do.
Chéc ring c6 &y da biet. Thuc ra, chiéh thing cta bon t6i chi trong dwong
to’ k€ toc ma thoi. Bon toi lai khong bi€t dieu d6. Bon td1 da qua ngao man.
Vi ¢6 ca nhirng t6 ddi khac ciing dang ti€n danh khu mo Cyrene nén bon toi
khoéng mudn d€ thua ho. Bon tdi nghi ring minh s& khong thua. Bon tdi di
vao sau bén trong. Sau hon ntra. Va chuyén d6 xay ra & fang nam cta khu
md, noi toi khong the nao quén.

C6 th€ cac cdu da biét, kobold la ching toc hinh nguoi voi cai dau
giong nhw dau ché ddy 16ng 14, voc dang hoi tha'p hon con ngwoi mot chuit.
Nhwng bén dudi khu mo, ¢6 rd't nhiéu con kobold 1on, cao d&n mdt mét
bdy va bon niy dic biét khé nhian. Ching khong thong minh biang con
ngwoi nhwng cling da xay dung dwoc mdt xa hoi giai cdp nghiém ngét, ¢
ki thuat luyén kim, chd thuat cling dwoc phat trien. Ching gidi hanh dong
theo nhom, it nhat c6 mot bo phan I1a nhieng chi€n binh diing cdm, khong
bi€t s¢>. Bon t6i da quen v&i viéc ha guc nhirtng con kobold &y va xu6ng
dén tang nam trong mot ngay. Noi theamg, bon tdi nghi ring minh manh hon,
wu viét hon 1 kobold. Du vay, cting khong phai ching t6i da cha quan. Cé
khong chui quan di ntra thi né cling da trén co’ bon tdi roi.

Xua't phét tir bd 16ng d6m tring den ciing véi viec di gigt khong biét
bao nhi€u linh tinh nguyén, né dwoc goi la POm t& than hay Dead Spot.
To6i tieng nghe chuyén né dit theo mot it thuoc ha di tudn trong khu mo.
Néu chealng may gip phai Dead Spot thi phdi chay ngay khong cham tré! N6
thinh thodng ciing xua't hién & gan ctra vao khu mo. K€ ca & nhirng chd gan
mat da't cling phai dac biét chi y. Bon t6i cling bi€t nhirng diéu dé nhung
van mat canh gidc. Vi d&n cdi béng ctia Dead Spot bon tdi cling dd nhin
thad’y Tan nao dau. Du vay, khi mot con kobold to twong, to qua mirc, trong
c6 vé la Dead Spot tié€n t&i gan ti phia d6i dién, bon tdi ciing khong vo tw
lac quan d&n mitc cho ring c6 th& chién thing. Chi c6 diéu, & d6 1a tang
nam, cach mat dat qua xa, chaamg th€ chay tron dé dang dwoc. Bon toi da
nghi, danh phai li€u thoi.

Michiki va to1 thay phi€én nhau cam chan con Dead Spot, Merry, Ogu
cung Mutsumi don dep 1t 1au la. Bon t61 da hanh dong theo chi€n thuat
da’y. Lic d4u, moi viéc van On. Pung nhe d6n dai, Dead Spot 1a mot ké
dich manh nhuwng hai ngwoi 12 t6i va Michiki van ¢ the kiém ch& dwoc nd,



con nhom Merry lam s& Iwong 1a 1au la giam di mot cach on thoa. Khi ai d6
bi thwong, Merry s& ngay 14p tirc chita tri. Vao khoanh khic khong con con
thudc ha nao, t6i da nghi bon tdi c6 the thanh cdng. B&i vi, con Dead Spot
da bi thwong con bon t6i van lanh 1dn. N6i ding ra phai 12, di nhan vo s&
vét thwong nhwng bon t6i van lanh 13n.

T6i non ndt va nodng can, nén da dodn sai. Thoi di€m &Yy, néu bd chay
thi c6 th€ bon t6i dd cit dudi dwoec Dead Spot va ndu minh & dau d6 roi.
Nhung chung t61 da khong lam the”. Bon t61 tan cong con Dead Spot, khi€n
bd 16ng ddm cta né vy day mau. Nhung du td6i va Michiki hay Ogu c¢6
chém bao nhiéu di chiang nwa, Merry c6 dap hay Mutsumi cé dung ma thuét
bin tryc tiép di nira, né van khong chiu nga xudng. P&n ctr dong cta né
cling chaalng hé cham chap di. Th€ lyc cua n6é dwong nhw 1a vo cling vo tén,
con dau tor nhirng vét thuong chealng lam n6 y€u di ma ngwoc lai, cang
khién n6 hung han. N6 1a loai di thwong, con bon tdi thit tAm thwong. Dau
ti€n, Ogu bi méng vudt cua nd cao 1én mat. Trong khi Merry dang chtra cho
Ogu, Michiki bi né dung strc bé gay canh tay trai. Khi Michiki dang dwoc
chtra tri thi t6i bi né danh bay r'6i ngat xiu.

T6i bat tinh cing 1dm 1a 30 gidy. Nhung trong khodng thoi gian do,
Ogu da bi gi€t. Merry dang c6 kéo dai sy sdng cho Mutsumi da ha’p hoi.
Con Michiki khip nguwoi toan 12 vét thwong, dang ¢d can chan Dead Spot.

Sau khi tinh day, t6i li€u mang thu hit sy chd y ctia Dead Spot d€
Michiki ¢6 the rit lui. Téi ngd nhw nhin thdy con Dead Spot e ngai phép
thuat cudi cing Mutsumi phéng ra trwege khi tit thé. Khong, chi 1a toi
mudn nghi thé¢’ ma thoi. Trong choc lat, toi da bi Dead Spot don dén chan
twong. Nhanh Ién, Merry. Nhanh ctru Michiki. Téi da gao lén nhw thé&
khong bi€t bao nhiéu an. T61 da khong nhan ra cho dé€n khi Merry hét lai
voi minh.

... Xin 161, Hayashi, t& xin 10i, t& khong ding dwoc phép thuit nira.

Phép thuat khdng phai thir ¢6 th€ dung bao nhiéu tuy thich. D€ ¢6 th€ st
dung dwore stec manh ctia nguyén td hay stec manh cta than linh, phap sw
va tu si phai tiéu hao strc manh tinh thén hay con goi 1a ma phép lyc. Ca t6i
ciing biet duge tam d6. Khong, to61 da khong bi€t gi. Du bi€t Mutsumi va
Merry déu tan dung moi co’ hoi d€ thién nham tich trit ma phap lwc, nhung
ldc nay, toi lai khong ndm rd dwore ho con lai bao nhiéu ma phép luc, con
dw da khong, hay da gan hét. Mutsumi va Merry khong d€ bon tdi ban tam



veé viéc d6. Cr ldc nao céan s€ ¢6 ma thudt phong ra. VEt thwong sé€ dwoc
chtra tri. Ching t6i da c6 cam giac nhw vay. Vi th€, bon tdi con chzatng nghi
xem hai nguoi da cye kho' d&€n mirc nao.

Ngay & giai doan xt If xong 1ii 1au la, Merry chic chin di st dung kha
nhiéu ma phap lyc. Va khi cudc chién kéo dai thi né cudi cing da cham t&i
day.

Ngwoi da ciru téi va Merry chinh 1a Michiki. Michiki da d6c hét stc
lwe con lai, d&1 mat véi Dead Spot, vira tung lién ti€p cac ki ndng, vira bao
toi va Merry “Chay di”. Merry phan khang, dinh lao v€ phia con Dead
Spot. T6i da can Merry lai. Toi da kéo cd Ay chay di. To6i khong ¢ gi d€
bién ho. T6i da bd mac dong ddi. Michiki da chiu nhirng vét thwong khong
the ctru chira dwoc, nén it nhat, tdi mudn hoan thanh tim nguyén cla nguoi
ban da danh doi tinh mang d€ gitp chdng t6i chay thoat.

T6i khéng ngo minh con ¢ the song s6t tré vé mat dat toe fadng nam.
Ma't mot ngay rwoi cuing khong bi€t bao nhi€u [4an suyt chét. Nhung bon t6i
da mat di nhirng d6ng d6i quan trong, nhirng ngwoi ban, mat dé€n ba nguoi
mot lic. Pdc biét 1a Merry & trong tinh trang ra't t&. Co &Yy 1a tu si, 1a Healer
[Nguwoi chira tri] ciru gidp d6ng doi, vdy ma d€ tin ba nguoi chét di, lai
dwoc cliru mang bédi dong d6i ctia minh. K€t d6, t6i khdng con nhin thay
nu cudi cta co Ay thém 4n ndo nira. C6 1& co &y cho rang minh khdng ¢
tw cach d€ dwore vui cuoi.

Sau do, bon td61 dwgrec anh Shinohara dem vé va gia nhap Orion, nhung
Merry lap tirc roi di. C6 1€, sy &m ciing cuia Orion lai khién cd 8y cam thay
dau kho.

K€ t d6, chi can dworec moi, Merry sé tham gia vao céc tG doi. Nhung
du gia nhdp t6 doi nao, cd &y cling khong & lai 1au. Nhirng loii danh gid ma
toi nghe dwgrc khac hoan toan v&i Merry ma t6i tieng biét, nén toi thd'y lo
lang va da c6 Tan gdp n6i chuyén. C6 Ay chi toan néi minh van &n, khién toi
khong th€ khong cam tha’'y mét birc twong chén gitra ching téi. Anh mét co
Ay nhw dang néi ring, c6 4y dau khd khi thay t6i & tredrc mét. P&i véi co
Ay, t6i chic chin 1a thit twong trung cho quéd khir da mat di. Co Ay can
twong lai. D6 khong phaéi 1a téi. Michiki, Mutsumi, Ogu, nhitng ngwoi da
chét hay t6i, ké gidng nhe m6t h'on ma voi ¢6 Ay, déu chi la qua khir. Co
ay phai tg minh tim ki€m. N&u khong, d&n mot lic nao do, cd Yy s€ sa vao
viing Iy, khong th€ ctir dong dworc, va roi, ngung tho:.



19. Trudc mat thi ngay mai...

ru’éT khi gip mit Merry & c&ng Béc ldc tdm gi¢ sdng, ma néi chinh xéc
hon 1a twr tredre khi di ngd t67 hom qua, trong dau cdu chi toan nhirng suy
nghi nhw phdi lam sao day, phdi noi gi voi co dy, bon minh nén lam thé nao
moi dwge. Cau khong dwa ra dwoc két ludn nao. Khi téi khu thanh ci
Damurou, ca bon phai tip trung vao cong viéc, 18y dau ra thoi gian d€ dau
d4u vi nhitng chuyén khac. Quéang thoi gian can phai dwoe tran trong ctr
the¢” vun vut tr6i qua, sau khi quay lai Alterna, cudi cung, ciu da c6 the€ nhin
thglng vao mit cd .

“Merry, t& ¢6 chuyén mu&n néi véi cau.” Haruhiro néi thing ngay khi
ra khéi ctra hang thu mua. Merry dap lai “Vay a” roi vong tay 6m 13y
ngwoi minh nhw thu the”. “Cau néi nhanh 1€n.”

Hom nay, bon Haruhiro rat ki la. Moi ngudi chic chin déu nghi ring,
khong biét nén cw x& v&i Merry nhu thé nao. Tat nhién viéc &y 12 béi hom
qua, bon cdu da nghe dwoc chuyén cia Merry to Hayashi, nhwng nhan vat
chinh khong biét diéu d6. Merry chic hin chi don thuin cdm tha’y ki quéc
va dy cdm gi dé thoi.

Ching han nhu chia tay, hay két thic.

Haruhiro s& néi: “Xin 16i nhung ciu roi khoi t6 doi dwgec khong?”.
Merry sé€ 1ap tirc ddp lai “Hi€u r'6i” va bd di mdt cach nhanh gon. Merry
hién gio’ da chuan bi cho viéc d6. Ciu thd'y nhw vay.

Chrflng 1€ ldc nao cling nhw thé nay sao? TG doi nao ciing vay, [an nao
cung vay. Nhw thé” that qua dang buon.

“Merry.”

Vé&i y mudn truyén dat ring cdu sai roi, khong phdi nhw vdy dau,
Haruhiro goi tén ngudi dong doi, mit khong roi khdi mét co AYy.

Merry hoi nhiu may. Khong chi Haruhiro ma Moguzou, Yume, Shihoru,
Ranta cling déu cham chu nhin Merry. Merry nhén ra diéu d6, cirng nguoi
lai v&i vé bat an. To bdo la cdu sai roi, khong phdi thé ddu.



“Merry. TG d6i clia bon t& ting ¢6 tu si. Cau &y tén 1a Manato. Manato
da chét r'oi. C6 1€ ndi 1a bon t& da khi€n cau &y chét thi chinh xac hon.
Bon t& dd qud dira dim vao Manato. Ciu 4y ¢6 di€m hoi cAu toan. Mdi khi
bon t& bi thwong, k& cd chi 1a vét xwde di nira, cdu Ay van chira tri ngay.
Cau 2y 1a mot Healer [Nguwoi chira tri] dang tin cdy va cling 1a Tank [Chiu
don]. Cau ay ludn dirng & tuyén ddu cung v&i Moguzou. Ngoai ra, ciu ay
con la tha linh ctia bon t& nira, nghia 1a mt minh Manato kiém dén ba vai
tro. Té da nght rﬁng, cau ay that tuyét. Nhwng roi, diéu d6 tréd thanh viéc
dwong nhién. T¢ nghi véi Manato cling chéng dé dang gi. Nhung ciu Ay
lai khong th€ hién diéu d6 ra bén ngoai. T¢ da khong tedng twong xem
cam xuc ctia Manato nhw th& nao. Bay gio thi t& chi ¢6 the twdng twong
ma théi. Vi Manato da chét roi. Cau ay khong con nwra.”

C6 1€ Merry da di d€n nhén dinh 1a ban than va Manato that gidng nhau.
Hoic ciling c6 th&, Merry c6 ca suy nghi rang, Haruhiro néi chuyén nay vi
da biét dwgrc qua khir cua co ay.

Haruhiro da lu6én phan van. Ciu nghe chuyén tir Hayashi. Cau da biét
dwore dai khai trede kia da cé chuyén gi, cling hi€u twong doi tai sao hién
gior Merry lai tr& nén nhw vdy. Cau cé nén néi thé voi Merry khong.
Nhuwng, cau cam thdy c6 gi dé khang khac.

Chinh vi gdp phai chuyén nhw thé& nay, nén md&i thanh nhw th€.
Haruhiro nghi rang con ngudi chgng don gian, don thuan nhw vay, cling
khong phai cdu nhin thdu dwoe ¢bi long cia Merry. Cau dau thé thi€u suy
nghi ma néi rang “Tdi hi€u cau” dwgc. Thik minh cé thé béc bach chi ¢
chuyén ciia chinh bdn thdn minh thoi.

“Khi Manato mat di, néi that, t& da nghi thé 1a hét. Khong c6 Manato
thi chealng thé 1am dwoc gi. Nhung di Manato da chét roi, thi bon t& van
dang song. Ma da sdng thi dau thé khong lam gi. Trwdc mét chi con cich
sdng qua ngdy nhw mot linh tinh nguyén. Ma bon t& van dang con 1a tap sw
thoi. The nén, bon t& dd mdi Merry. N&u khong ¢6 tu si thi s& ching 1am
dwore viée gi hét. Li do chi c6 vay thdi. Ngoai ra khong con gi khic. Nhung
ma t¢&, Ranta, Yume, Shihoru déu 1a 1G v6 cdng r'oi nghé. Moguzou dwoc
gia nhap t& doi clia ké tén 1a Kuzuoka nhung lai bi dudi di, con bj cudm
mat hét tién. Manato da tdp hop bon t& lai, du khéng hoan hao thi bon t&
da cung nhau tré thanh mdt to doi, roi thanh dong doi ctia nhau. Chi cé vay
th6i. Nhung bon t& da tré thanh dong d6i. C6 nhirng lic khé khin, cb



nhirng ldc tiec gidn, cling ¢6 nhitng ldc tranh céi nay ltra. Nhuwng qua that,
moi ngwoi déu la nhirtng d6ng ddi dang quy. So v&i 1i do vi sao tré thanh
dong doi, viéc hién tai ching ta 1a dong ddi con quan trong hon nhiéu. T¢
nghi rdng, Merry ciing 12 dong do6i ctia bon t&.”

Merry khong néi gi. Ngoai viéc thinh thodng chép mét, ¢d Ay chi nhin
chdm cham ngwoc lai vao mét Haruhiro.

“... T& cling,” Shihoru khé gio tay 1én, “nghi ciu la d6ng doi.”

“Puing vay d6.” Yume cuoi toe toét. “Merry cuc ki dang yéu ma.”

“T¢&, t& nghi,” Moguzou van ddi nguyén chiéc mi barbute, “dwong
nhién, bon minh 13 d6ng ddi r'di, c6 ban Merry té tha’y yén tim 14m.”

Ranta hir mili mot ti€ng. “Toi ciing, vu d6 ¥ ma. Lam "Am 1én chi vi mot
vét thwong con con &y. Khong phai tdi khong ty kieém di€m dau. Ma
chuyén d6... o thi, chgng phéi ching ta la dong doi a?”

“Ngay mai c6 vé s€ cd tuy€t roi mat.” Haruhiro ngwdc nhin bau troi
dang d'4n t&i di. “Tai vi Ranta lai biét tr ki€ém diém co’ dd’y. Mong rang chi
c6 tuy€t thoi.”

“Tao ciing c6 lic ty ki€m di€m ch. Nang lyc hoc tdp cda tao kinh
khiing 1dm day! O cung v&i nhau dén tan gio ma may khong biét diéu do
al”

“Chuyén do6 coi nhr xong va gac qua mot bén.”

“Nay, Haruhiro! Pung ¢6 ma dwong dwong chinh chinh 14i cau chuyén
di nhw th&"! Tao s& bj hing da’y!”

“To nghi cling d&n lIic nén lam rd muyc ti€u roi. Du chi 1a muc tiéu
trrdc mét thdi nhwng...” Haruhiro thim do bi€u cdm ctia Merry. Merry
ching khdc gi lic trude, chi chim chd nhin Haruhiro. C6 16 ¢6 Gy vén chwa
cw tuyét bon minh. Minh muén nghi nhw thé. Trwoc tién nhw thé la diworc.
“... T trede d&n nay né vin mo o 1dm. Ching gidng cam gidc 1iéu mang
ki€m tién d€ mua huy hiéu doan linh ma chi nhw dang sdng qua ngay. T¢
mudn ngwng viéc d6 lai va quy&t dinh phwong hweong ti€n 1én mot cach
dang hoang.”

“Muyc tiéu la tré nén vo cung giau c¢6! Sau d6 1a chinh phuc thé gidi...!”

Haruhiro méc ké Ranta, néi nhirtng suy nghi ciia minh cho moi nguoi.
Tre tén Ranta 6n 30 cing Merry van dang im ling, moi ngwoi déu tdn
thanh ngay 1ap tic.



“T6i chi c6 hirng thd v&i tién va quyén lyc théi! Toi cling mudn minh
dwoc ndi tiéng v&i phu nir. C 6 tién va quyén thi mudn gi ching duworc...
V&i muc tiéu tredrc nha't cha tred'c nha't cha cuwce ki tredc nhat, thé 1a on
dung khong?”

Yume thé dai. “N6i vira dai, vira dai, vira linh tinh, that phién phirc!”

Qud chinh xdc, vira nghi vay, Haruhiro vira nhin Merry chiam chd. <Y
ki€n ctia Merry thé nao?”

Merry cup méit xudng, cim hoi thu lai. Pay la gdt dau diing khong?
Cau quyét dinh hiéu nhw thé’

“Vay bon minh cung an t61 nhé?”

“Thoi.” Merry nhd giong n6i thém. “... Chwa dwoe.”

“Vay a?”

Bat k€& viéc gi cling dau th€ thanh cong ngay dwoc. Du ciu da st dung
khoang thoi gian quy gid, thir ma khong bi€t khi nao sé€ can, cudi cuing chi
d€ tién thém mot bwde, thi ¢b 1€ lic do, két thic da dudi dén rat gan. Thé”
nén minh moi voi vang chie. Nhwng minh da tién dwoc mot bwoc roi.
Nhitng ké con dwdi mirc trung binh nhw bon Haruhiro chi ¢ céach tién 1én
phia tredc tieng chit mot nhw thé nay thoi.

Khi quay lung di, Merry 10 rang da noéi “Vay, hen ngay mai gdp lai”.

Truwdc mét thi, ngay mai s& dén.



20. Vinh quang nho bé cda Goblin Slayer

a bc thirc ddy va luc tuc chuan bj khi ti€ng chuéng bdo sau gio’ sang vang
1én, 4n bira sdng qua loa va dé&n trwdc cdng Bic lic tdm gi¢. Bon ciu tu
hop v&i Merry va hudng dén khu thanh cii Damurou. Viéc 1am ban d6 cho
khu thanh cii vAn chwa hoan thanh, nén bon ciu vira vé ban @6, vtra ling
tim bon goblin.

NE&u cé nhiéu nhat ba con goblin, bon cdu c6 thé xi dep ching ma
khong can qud ging stitc. Nhung trong treong hop c6 1an goblin hang nhe
can ki€u chuyén né tranh thi phai chd y. Thinh thoang, bon ciu ciling gip
nhitng con goblin mang theo vii khi tAm xa. Chd y&u van 1a doan cung tho
so’, mui tén c6 toc do cham, uy lgc chaamg an thua, nén cling khong dang s¢
14m, nhuwng nd thi ra't nguy hi€m. N&u tén bin ra tir nd tring vao chd hiém
thi ¢6 kha nang chét ngay 14p tirc. Loai goblin trang bi nang cé lic khde bat
thuwong, nén néu coi nhe chiing s& phai tra gid dat.

Trwong hop cé tir bdn con trd 1én, hé diéu kién twong doi khong tot,
bon cu s€ bd qua. Ma bdn con ciling da 1a gidi han.

Né&u t nam con tré 1€n, bon ciu sé coi nhw khong thd’y. P61 v&i nhirng
dja di€m tip trung nim, sau con goblin hay nhiéu hon nita, nén nghi rang
dé 1a 1anh dia ctia mot toc hay mot bo lac. Lan can s€ con vai nhém gidng
nhw theé nén né€u ra tay thi chzalng khéc gi dAm lén dudi cop ca.

M4y con goblin hanh déng don 1é thwong c¢6 bd dang 16i thoi 1€ch
thé&ch, nhung thinh thoang chiing cling gid'u mang theo nhirng thir cé gia tri
cao trong tdi goblin. Chiing dé dang tré thanh muc tiéu.

Mbi ngay mot Ian, bon ciu déu dwa chin ghé qua ché do.

Ld goblin & khu thanh ci@i phan chia r6 rang thanh loai khong hay di
chuyéh, thich & yén mdt chd va loai hay di lang thang khip noi. Bon chiing
¢6 vé 1a loai sau. Chiing chi thinh thodng m&i xua't hién & chd dé.

Quan séat bong dang chiing twr xa 1am cdu ¢6 tam trang dieng ng'6i khdng
yén. Nhwwng khong dwoc. Khong dwoc nong voi. Hién gior van chwwa phdi



liic. Hién tai, chi ¢6 minh nhém Haruhiro 1a t6 doi chon khu thanh cii nay
lam dia di€m sin bit. S& khong lo bj ai d6 cwdp ma't. Bon ciu phai tich liy
strc manh.

Dii khdng phdi hing ngiy, nhung khi tré vé Alterna, ca bon hay cling
nhau d&n Quan rwgru Sherry.

Bon céu ciing khong phai 1a c6 viéc gi. Chi don thuan udng va noéi
chuyén. Merry khong néi may nhwng cling con hon tram van lan céi té€n
Ranta Iim mdm khong chju dwore kia.

Ciing ¢6 lic bon cau bi nhirng linh tinh nguyén khéac tréu choc, ki€u nhw
“Chao Goblin Slayer”, hay “Tinh hinh cac cau th& nao ro6i Goblin Slayer?”,
hodc “Damurou c6 vui khéng, Goblin Slayer?”. N6i ding hon la cir tho mat
ra & quan rieo'u nha't dinh s€ bi néi nhw vay mot, hai Tan.

Ciing c6 lic Ranta cii lai “May nguwoi 0n qud di!” nhung clr tiec minh
ma’y chuyén con con dd’y thi bi€t bao nhiéu la da. Thyc ra, Haruhiro khong
thdy ghét viéc nay dén mic d6. Cau cam thdy goi nhuw vdy nghe ciling
khong qua t&. Goblin Slayer. Nghe khd hay day chwe. Da thé, bon nay sé tro
thanh nhitng Goblin Slayer dirng ddu doan linh tinh nguyén cho ma xem.

Ngay lai ngay, goblin, goblin, goblin. Goblin goblin goblin.

Lic dau, cdu nhin con goblin nao mit cling nhw nhau nhwng gio
Haruhiro da cé th€ phan biét dwoc bon ching. Cau cling nhan thdy bon
chung c6 cyc nhiéu con dwc nhung lai chaamg c¢6 may con cdi. Theo loi
Merry, qud nira s6” con cdi bi nhdt trong khu thanh méi d€ lam v 1 goblin
c6 dia vi cao.

“Tao chgng tha’y ghen ti v&i cdi hiu cung ki€u dd’y ti nao...”

“Pé&n goblin cdi c6 khi con ché Ranta &y chir.”

“Dd ngdc Haruhiro, may khéng biét a, tao dao hoa v&i cd goblin daYy,
cuc ki dao hoa! Bung c6 khinh thwong ngai Ranta, vi vua dao hoa lang du
nhé!”

“Th& nhung Yume thdy vua dio hoa T4n nao bit chuyén véi con géi
trong quan regru cung déu bi ngd lo' nha.”

“Viéc, viéc d6, a, 0'? K& ca twdng quan thwdng xuyén thing trin nhw toi
thi thinh thodng van gip chuyén nhw vy ma...”

“Vua dao hoa ma cting bi da a? Du Ranta la vua dao hoa rat rat dao
hoa?”



“Pwrng 1ai nhai vua dao hoa ntra! D6 ngéc khong hi€u dwoe vé quyén
rl chia t6i thi chi 1a gi mii thoi! Ai hi€u dwoc 1a biét ngay! Ching han nhu
Merry, n€u bt budc phai chon mot trong ba thﬁng con trai bon t61 thi sé€
chon ai nao! Tat nhié€n 1a t61 roi dung khong!”

“Néu la to, to sé chon Moguzou.”

“Gi...7”

“Ha, t&, t& 4...7” Moguzou md to hai mét, trdng ba't ngd hon 13 ngwong
ngung.

“0...” Haruhiro lo ddng nhin qua lai gitra Moguzou va Merry.

Yume 6 1&n, v& quan tAm, con Shihoru nhin vé phia Merry va chép mét
lia lia.

“C4i, cdi, cdi... Ai!” Hinh nhw Ranta d4 cin phai ludi. ... Cdi, cdi nay 1a
sao ha!? Khong phai la tdi, ma lai 1a Moguzou &y ha, sao lai c6 cdi Iya chon
nhw thé dwgre chi!?”

Merry van binh chan nhw vai. “Vi ciu 4’y cao to, lai con ddng yéu nira.”

“... To con... Cai, cai nay minh khong do dwoc... Du lam gi, cing khong
do duoc... Nhweng minh day... ma lai thua t€én Moguzou... Chét tiétttttttttt!”

“Pang ti€c that da’y, vua dao hoa? Nhi?”

“Pa bao dung cd goi t6i la vua dao hoa roi ma, @6 nguc 1ép! Ba dang
khoét sau v€t thwong cua téi daYy...!”

Haruhiro ciing hoi s6c vé viéc minh thua Moguzou. Hoa ra Merry
khong thich ngwoi khac vi khuén mit. Ch:fmg 1€ do ngay nao cting nhin
tha’y khudn mat tuyét dep ctia minh & trong gwong nén cd &y khong de€’ tam
dén khu6n mat ctia ngwoi khac? Ma khong, Haruhiro véi Ranta cling chealng
phdi ngrroi c6 khudn mit dic biét xua't sic nén chic khong phai van dé dé.

Vé ngoai va nang lwc cia Haruhiro déu thudc dang binh thwong nhat
trong nhitng thr binh thwong, nhwng nho ddu v&i goblin nhiéu ngay lién
tuc d€n mirc nay, qua nhién ciu cam th&’y ty tin trong tran chi€n doi dau
voi goblin. Nhwng khong dwoc kiéu ngao, Haruhiro ty néi v&i ban than.
Minh khong phdi ngwoi so hitu diéu gi do giong nhw Renji, Manato hay
Merry. Khi Manato con song, minh la dira hoan toan dwa dam, con gio la
mot Goblin Slayer dang chdp chitng bwoc di. Ngwo'i tam thwong nhw minh
néu lor la thi cam chdc that bai. K€ cd khong lo la thi ciing da di nguy hién
roi. Co bdn la khong dwoc mat cdnh gidc.



V¢ tién bac, néu thuan lgi, mot ngay bon cau c6 thé€ ki€m dwoe hon
muoi silver, du té thi cling & mirc khoang hai silver. Merry ¢6 vé dang tro
c6 dinh tai mot nha tro tAm trung, con bon Haruhiro vin nhw triede, sdng &
khu nha tro danh cho linh tinh nguyén t& nhat béo nha't. Cau c& ging gidi
han ti€n an u6ng mdt ngay ciia minh trong khoang hai mwoi copper, s6" tién
tich gép dwoc, ciu dung d€ dau tw cho ban than cling nhw cho td doi.

Mot trong cac khodn dau tw 1a cho trang bi, mdt khodn ntra 1a cho ki
nang.

Trong trrong hgp cia Haruhiro, cdu mua d6 phong vé cii gom c6 giap
nguc, dai lwng, gidp tay va giap chan. TAt ca déu lam bing da thudc nén ra't
nhe va khong can tré cir dong. V€ lyc phong tha thi tam thoi yén tim
dwore, va cam gidc yén tam &y rat quan trong. Néu nho thogr mai lai v khi,
thi ludi clia né sé& sic hon, cdu ding né ciing quen tay roi. Hién tai, ciu
khong dinh mua m&i. N&u co6 tién, thi don cho trang bi ciia Moguzou con
hon.

Moguzou ciing dang c¢& mua bd gidp lam twr tAm kim loai ma ciu Ay
van hang mong wéc. Tén chinh thite clia loai 40 ndy 12 gidp try, vén 1a mit
hang phai dat lam. Nhwng né€u dat hang ¢ tiém rén do gidp thi ré cling mat
dén hon mudi dong vang chi ching phai vai dong. TAt nhién, bon ciu
chic chin khong v&i t&i, nén sé tim @6 di qua st dung phit hop ro6i nho
tiém rén gidp chinh lai kich thwdc. Du the’, né van thudc vé mot the gidi
ddng ghét v&i mdi bo phan ton vai chuc silver.

Hién tai, Moguzou da c6 dwoc gidp hong, giap lwng, gidp vai, gidp tay
cing mdt loai gidp chi che dwoc phia trude tr cdng chan tré xudng goi 12
xa cap, mic bén ngoai bd gidp xich. Ma gidp van la chiéc barbute. Cau ay
van dung thanh cy ki€m nhan dwoc ttr guild nhung né ciing tan ta 18m r'éi,
khong tranh thd mua cdi khdc thi gay da'y.

Ranta mua mot bo giap xich va chflng hi€u sao cdu ta lai mac thém gidp
da & bén ngoai. C6 vé cau ta ra't thich bo gidp da cé phi hi€u Skullhell. Cau
ta nhw bi bd bua bdi mot chi€c mil gidp ki quic, hinh nhw goi 1a heaume, ¢6
hinh dang nhw cai x06 Up nguworc, lic nao ciing ddi trén dau. Ve vi khi, khi
tim thd’y mot thanh treong ki€m ¢6 vé hoi td't & cheg, ciu ta n6i hirng mua
ludn, va vi 1€ d6, Ranta lai mot Tan nira khong con mét xu dinh tdi. Bing 1a
mot tén ngoc.



Yume sim cho minh 4o ngoai va quan dai bing da thudc, nhitng thir nay
kha hop v&i ¢6 &y. Bén ngoai ¢d 8y khoac thém mot chi€c do choang ¢6
mi trum d4u, trong kha ra ding mot tho san thyc thu.

Do 4o choang phap sw cung mii phdp sw nhian dwoce twe guild da son va
thiing 10 chd nén Shihoru phdi mua 6 md&i. Gy thi van dung ciy cii. Du
sao thi, c6 vé Darsh Magic [Ma phdp bong t6i] ma Shihoru dang tap trung
reén luyén ciing khac v&i nhieng loai ma phéap khéac, né khong bi anh hudng
bd1i tinh nidng cua giy. Thuc ra, du khong cé giy, cd 4y van c6 th€ st dung
ngon lanh. Shihoru hoc thém phép thuit méi Sleep Shadow [Bong ma ngai
ngu].

Haruhiro hoc thém ttr ¢6 Barbara ki nang Sneaking [Lén lit] cing Swat
[Dap ru6i], con Moguzou hoc dwgrc War Cry [Ti€ng thét xung tran]. Ranta
hoc Avoid [Cd dam lang tranh] cung Exhaust [Bai xich h€]. Yume sau khi
hoc ki ning Tinh mét di ting dwoc ti 1& tén tring dich, va cé thé nhanh
chéng tranh dwgre don tAn cong ciia ké dich biang ki ning Chudt hang.

Merry von da 1a tu si ¢6 kinh nghiém ciling nhw strc manh vuot trdi hon
hén bon Haruhiro nén viéc thyc lwe cia td doi dwoc nang 1én 1a chuyén
khong ¢6 gi nhdm 14n. VA'n dé 1a né da nang cao dwoc dén dau.

O phia T4y cta khu thanh cii Damurou c6 mot di€m goi 1a Ld ren.
Trong tda nha khong ¢6 néc do, van con mot vai dd'u vét chia 10 rén, tuy da
do nat qua ntra, nhwng van nhin ra dwoc hinh dang cta 16 nung hay de. C6
nhém goblin g6m nam con & do6.

Cho dén gior, bon céu da tirng nhiéu Ian ghé qua Lo rén, thim chi con
nghi ngoi va an trva & day, nhung chwa tirng nhin thdy mét con goblin nao.

Hinh nhw & Damurou, c¢é sy khac biét dzatng cd’p 1on gitra nhirng con
goblin sdng & khu thanh m&i va nhitng con goblin lam t6 & khu thanh cii.
Nhirng con goblin thua trong cudc tranh gianh thé& lwc & khu thanh mdi hay
bi dudi khoi cong dong dwong nhw s€ phai dé€n khu thanh cii, néi cach khac
la tong veé qué.

Chéc chin nhitng con goblin kia 12 cic gwong mdt méi, nhitng k& phai
roi khéi khu thanh méi theo ki€u nhw vay.

Nhirng con mdi t&1i, tredee tién s& tim chd ding chan, né€u nhém 1on thi
s€ tim cach xay lanh dia. Nam con goblin m&i téi kia c6 1€ dinh bién Lo rén
nay thanh can ctr cda minh.



Sau khi di thdm thinh va quay tré vé chd ca bon dang doi cach xa Lo
ren mdt chut, Haruhiro dé nghi “Bon minh thtt xem sao. Chiing ¢c6 nam
con. Con méac gidp xich cam theo nd. Con lai mdc gidp da, mdt con cam
throng, mot con cAm doan ki€m cling mot cdi moc, ki€m va riu ngdn mdi
loai m6t con. T¢ cam thdy cam dau la con mang nd, lanh dao bén con
goblin con lai. Du ké dich manh, nhwng s€ 1a co’ hdi thw thach ki nang cta
bon minh.”

“Thu vi day!” Ranta li€m moi, dat tay 1€n chi€c mi giap heaume trong
nhw cai x0 dang d€ bén canh. “Vay thi chi€n thoi. Con mot chit nira 1a vrot
mirc bdn muoi mdt Vice [Ac dic] roi. The 1a tdi sé& goi dwoc 4c linh
Zodiakun vao buoi chiéu da’y. Khuc khuc khuc.

Yume d'dn 4nh mét lanh bing vé phia Ranta. “Vay ti€p theo, Zodiakun
s& 1am dwoc gi cho bon minh vay? Hién gic, hi€m 14m né m&i thi tham gi
d6 vao tai ké dich d&€ qua’y nhiéu thdi nhi.”

“Pwng ¢6 ngac nhién dd'y nhé? Sau khi Zodiakun tang c&p thi xem kia!
Thinh thoang né s€ kéo tay kéo chan, gay trd ngai cho ké dich... khi nao n6
thich.”

Shihoru cwoi nhw the qua kinh ngac vi chuyén d6. “... Cudi cung thi van
theo hirng ma.”

“Cai da’y 1a th&’ nay nhé. Vu kéo chén kéo tay la tw chiéu td1 tré di. Con
trege d6 thi day. N6 tin cong bang cich thi tham, bdo tin khi c6 ké dich,
dua ki€u 4ac linh... n€u no thich.”

Merry cudi bang miii. “Tinh khi qué tha't thwong.”

“Im di.” Ranta d6i chi€c mi heaume l€n, chuyén sang phong cach doi
x0. “Tui bay thi biét gi vé Zodiakun chir. Ma tui by khong biét cling chealng
sao ca. Nguoi hieu duoc Zodiakun chi cAn minh tdi 1a dworc roi. He. Hic
am ki si 1a nhitng ngwoi ¢6 ddc. Tham chi 1a c¢d doc & mot tAm cao y?”

“To, t& s€,” Moguzou gat manh dau, “cd hét sirc d€ thu hit cang nhiéu
con cang t6t. Dam bao s€ dworc hai con. Lic ¢an kip, t& s€ dung War Cry
[Ti€ng thét xung tran] d€ doa chiing.”

Shihoru dm chit cay gy, khé git dau. “... Pdu tién, to s€ ding ma thuét
d€ ru ngtt mot con.”

“U.” Haruhiro git d4u. “Vay, Shihoru s& ru nga con goblin ¢cAm nd nhé.
Gitra viéc ngay dau tién di bi bdn mdt phat vdi viéc khong bi bin phat nio



la khac biét kha 1o day.”

“... T hi€u r'6i. Giao cho t&.”

“Yume nhé, sau khi ding cung tén tdn cdng pht dau, cling s€ c6” hét sirc
gitt chAn mot con bang can chién.”

“T¢ s€ dan dan ti€p cén sau lung ching, néu ¢ co hoi 1a xir luén. Con
Merry...” Khi Haruhiro dwa mét nhin sang, Merry khong néi gi ma chi gat
dau. Céu cb cam giac, so voi trede day, cd &y it néi hon nhung néu dwoc
bit chuyén thi van sé& trd 1&i, viéc phdi 1am van lam dau ra da’y. Du khéc véi
phong cach ma Hayashi trng k€, Merry c6 1€ da ty minh hoc dwgc twr tha't
bai, mot tha't bai vo cling cay ding, va thay ddi cach lam viéc ctia ban than.
Du c6 2y hoan toan khong budng 1ong chit nao, nhwng luén la mdt tu si
dang tin cdy. Ngoai ra, né€u c¢6 ay chiu cwoi, vai ngay mot Tan cling duorc,
thi tuyét biét bao.

“Pay 14 trdn ddnh tién tram.” Haruhiro nhin khip tat cd dong doi roi
dwa tay phai ra. Ranta, Moguzou, Yume cung Shihoru déu dit tay phai cta
minh 1&€n tay Haruhiro. Va ca Merry ntra. Bon céu cling khong & qua xa Lo
ren nén Haruhiro phadi nhd giong thi tham “Chié€n ddu...” roi ca bon cling
khé khang dong thanh ““...h&t minh”.

Haruhiro dan theo Yume cung Shihoru di trwdc, Ranta, Merry va
Moguzou theo sau.

Cau ha thap hong, tha 1dng dui, thyc hién Sneaking [Lén lit] ma khong
phat ra ti€ng bwdoc chan. Yume va Shihoru khdng phai dao tac nén khong
bit chudc dwoc nhung van cé thé tién 1én bing cich di theo nhitng chd
Haruhiro da dim vao. Chi nhw vdy thoi ciing khd khac biét r'oi.

Ca nhém di chuyén tir bong chia tda nha bi hw hai d€n bong ctia nhirng
tan tich bén trong, bwdc doc theo trong rao trong nhw sip sip d&n noi, nép
minh vao ddng dd ndt chit cao nhw ndi. TAm ban ctia phép Sleep Shadow
[Béng ma ngai ngl] vao khodng mudi hai mét. Tk day c6 thé bin t&i noi.

Lo rén chi con lai hai mit twong thing 16 chd. Phan con lai hAu nhw da
do sap. Tw vi tri nay c6 th€ trong thdy dwgrc tin bon trong ndm con goblin,
tha h'd ma td'n cOng.

Khi Haruhiro dung tay ra hi€u, Yume va Shihoru nh6 dau ra khédi dong
do ndt. Yume girong cung, 1ap tén, nhdm mat lai réi hit thé sau. Khi mé
mét ra, cd Ay phat dong ki ning Tinh méit. Hinh nhw ban chat clia ki ning



Tinh mét 12 s& dung phuong thitc chuyén dong nhan cau dic biét cing v&i
am thi d€ c¢6 th€ nhin xa hon va nang cao thi lwc d6i voi vat the dong.
Shihoru bit dau vira vé cic vin ty nguyén t& bang gy vira thip giong niém
than chu. “Ohm Rel Ekt Chrome Darsh.”

Nguyén t6" bong t6i trong nhr mot lan swong mau den bay ra tw dau
gdy. N6 khong nhanh bang phép Shadow Beat [Nhip diéu béng t&i] nén kha
dé tranh n&u bj k& dich phat hién ra. Ti¢n 1én. Chic chén sé dwoc. Tién 1én.
Tring roi.

Nguyén td bong t61 danh thaamg vao mat con goblin cam nd, roéi chui
vao tai, mili, miéng cia né. Con goblin ¢Am nd bit d4u nghiéng nga. Con
goblin cadm thwong dang ng6i dya vao twong nhan thdy thé bén bat day.
Ngay lic d6, Yume bén tén. Miii tén dim xuyén qua vai né. Con goblin
cam thwong dang dinh dirng day thi da lai ngd dap mong. Haruhiro hét 1én.
“Moguzou, Ranta...!”

“Hay...aaa..”,“Gu...taaa..”

Moguzou va Ranta cung hét 1on roi x6ng vao Lo rén. Con goblin ¢cam
nd da ngid lan ra dat. N6 dang ng. Du né nga say hon so v&i gidc ngi
thong thwong, nhung né€u bi véo hay da hét sic thi nd sé tinh ngay. Can
phai xt 1f xong trirde khi nhieng con goblin khac kip danh thirc con ¢adm no.

Haruhiro va Yume ciing duoi theo Moguzou va Ranta. Trong khi
Moguzou hd 1én “Cam on!” r'éi ting con goblin ¢Am riu ngin mot ci Rage
Blow [Cud danh thinh nd] hay con goi 1a Cam on tram khi€n né s¢’ hai thi
Ranta tung mot chiéu Anger [Cd dAm phin nd] vé phia con goblin ¢Am
ki€m. Mdi tOi treot. Moguzou khdong quan tim dén con goblin ¢Am riu
ngén di bi mat thing bang ma ddnh vé phia con goblin ¢Am mdc. Khi con
goblin cam mdc 1ui lai, dung t&'m modc ngin can thanh cy ki€m, khong do
dwy, cu ay quay lai con goblin ¢Am riu va tung mot ci chém vao nguoi no.
Moguzou djnh mdt minh gir chan con goblin ¢Am riu ngén cling con goblin
cam moc. Ranta thi dang ddu v&i con goblin ¢cdm ki€m. Yume chay vé
hwdng con goblin ¢cAm thwong da bi thwong béi mii tén chia chinh ¢ &Y.

Haruhiro thodng quay lai phia Shihoru va Merry. Merry vira ding anh
mét nghiém tic d&n mic dang so' d€ quan sat tinh hinh tran chién, vira sin
sang cdy tich trrong. CO Ay chic chin sé tAn cdng ngay n&u cé k& dich nao
dinh ti€n lai gan Shihoru. Phdap sw nhw Shihoru gan nhw 1a khong phong bi



nén c6 Merry canh ching thi that yén tdm. Mic du cidu khong dinh phién
dén Merry nhiéu.

“Keét liéu...!” Haruhiro xdc dinh lai vj trf ctia d6ng doi cung 1ii goblin.
La con nao? Cau x4c dinh con moi. La nd. Con goblin cdm riu ngdn.
Khoéng phai di cling cheamg phai chay, Haruhiro nhanh nhen di chuyén voi tw
thé&” khom thap nguoi, nhw lwdt di trén mat dat. C6t 16i giong voi Sneaking
[Lén lut]. Chéng ma’y chdc, cau da vong ra deoc sau lwng con goblin cam
riu ngén.

Chinh trong khoanh khic d6, tim lung gy go clia con goblin ¢im riu
nhr dwgrc phong dai 1€n, cau nhin thdy cdi gi d6 gidng nhw adnh sang.
Nhwng né chi gidng nhw dnh sdng. C6 1€ khic voi anh sang. Chi la, dot
nhién c6 mot dwong ké khdong mau chay qua, chi vao mot di€m trén lung
con goblin ¢Am riu ngén.

Haruhiro khong bi€t d6 la cai gi. Khong phéi Tan nao cﬁng the’, cling
khong phéi theong xuyén, gan day thinh thodng 14m cdu mé&i tha’y, va ciu
nghi, chinh la ché dé, ma chang co li do g1 Haruhiro dwa dao gam doc theo
dwong k& dot nhién xua't hién r'oi chép mat da biénh mat d6. Ludi dao dam
vao vd cling dé dang. Va r'oi, miii dao nhw cham phai thir gi dé. La ché nay,
Haruhiro nghi. Khi cau nghi vay thi n6 da xuyén qua roi.

Khi c4u rit dao ra, con goblin ¢Am riu rén 1én mot ti€ng ngin roi do vat
xudng. N6 da chét.

Lai n6i t&i con goblin ¢Am mdc vira mat di dong bon, c6 1€ khong con
binh tinh ntra, da Iui lai mot, ma khong, nita bwdc. Chop 18y thoi co,
Moguzou “Hurm!” mét ti€ng, ding sitc manh cua toan than giang mo6t don
xudng tdm moc va hat ving nd di. Ciu &y c thé lao vao ké dich gio
khong con la goblin cam tdm mdc nwra. Con goblin nhanh chéng vung
thanh dodn ki€m nhwng cdu &y khong budn mat cong tranh né. BO giap
khién thanh doan ki€m bat ra. Moguzou day nga con goblin. Ciu 2y gio
cao thanh cy ki&€m ré6i hd “Hay...!”, nhim thang dinh dau con goblin chém
xuong. Pau né vo toang. Con lai ba con.

“Chac! Exhaust [Bai xich h&]...!” Ranta tic Iwoi roi bat nhdy vé phia
sau that manh mé&. Exhaust [Bai xich hé] la ki niang kéo dan cw li v&i ké
dich trong nhiay méit bing dong tdc dic biét. Con goblin cAm ki€m dudi
theo Ranta ctr nhw dang bj hit vao. D6 chinh 1a biy ctia Ranta. Ranta cuoi



nhin nhé, vira tiép tuc lui lai, vira d@m thanh treong ki€m sic bén ra.
“Avoid [Cu dam lang tranh]...!”

Con goblin ¢Am ki€m dang hung hd lao t&i nén khong th€ tranh dworc.
Thanh treong ki€m ctia Ranta ddm xuyén qua hong con goblin. Ranta vira
xoay thanh treong ki€m vira dap nga con goblin r'oi 1on giong cwoi ha ha.
Cau than chd caa Shihoru bi 141 4t bdi ti€ng cwoi sang sang, khong, phai la
tiéng cwoi ngu ngd'c d6 méi ding.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!” La phép Shadow Beat [Nhip di€¢u bong
t0i]. Nguyén t6" bong tdi phong ra tir dau gdy cta Shihoru, dip vao nguc
con goblin cam thwong. Yume lao dén dp sat con goblin cam thwong ca
ngwoi dang run ban bat do dao ddng tan s6” cao. Pau tién, c6 a4y dung dao
san gat cdy thwong, roi “Hay!” mot ti€ng, khong chian chtr chém vao gay
ké dich. Con goblin cam thwong khong thé€ chay thoat dwore va bi chém rat
sAu vao vai. Thoi di€m né gao 1én “Gya...” thi trin ddu da phan thing bai.

“Cam on...I” Moguzou manh mé budc tdi, ting cho con goblin mét ci
Cam on tram.

“... Ching ta s€ lam dwgc. Néu cir nhw thé nay,” Haruhiro gat déu,
“thyc hién thoi.”

“Cudi cing cling d&n lic.” Ranta bwdc d&n chd con goblin ¢Am nd
dang ngt, gio’ cao thanh treong ki€m. Céi ngay thich hop cho mét nu cwoi
tan nhan diy pho trrong s€ d&én vao mdt lic nao dé sao? “Thoi dwore roi.
Du sao thi, day s€ la két thic. Khong chi cho ma’y con goblin nay... ma con
cho ca bon chiing ntra.”



21. Sw ngay tho mong manh

hu’mn(_)i chuyén lai khong thuan lgri nhw thé€”. Haruhiro khi huing ho di dén
ché dé 1am nhiém vy tham thinh da bat gidc phai nin thé. Rdi cdu thi thao
“... Khong phai vy chr”. Cau khong ngo lai xay ra chuyén nhw thé nay.
“Bon chung tang 1€n roi sao...?”

Trén ting hai trong nhw ban cong cla cin nha hai ting bing d4, con
goblin mic gidp dang ng'di ngay ngin véi vé trich theong. Dudi ting mot
la con hobgoblin, mdt phan loai ¢6 than hinh to Ién ctia goblin, mang mii
gidp va gidp xich. Dén diy thi van ding theo dw dodn, nhung ¢ hai con
goblin ddi mii gidp, mac gidp xich Ion von xung quanh chir khéng & trong
nha. Ching ¢am thwong va khi€n nhd, hdong deo cad ki€m, trong ching nhw
the linh canh.

Con goblin mdc gidp trén tang hai dang ng61 co goi trén mot cdi ghe,
khong phai san nha. Ngly trudc cling khong c6 cdi ghé” da’y, chic né kiém
dwoc ¢ dau do.

Chaalng 1€, con goblin mac gidp nay dang tang s& lwong tay sai, c6 k&
hoach khuéch trrong thé lIyc sao? Khong thé hoi thi chzaing bi€t dworc.
Khéng, di hdi ciing chwa chic d3 biét dwoc gi, nhung néu ding the thi t&
that.

Haruhiro quay lai chd dong ddi va bdo céo tinh hinh. “... Chinh vi th&,
doi thd khong phai hai con, ma thanh ra bon con. Vi lai, tuy chi 1a suy
dodn cda ca nhan t& thoi, nhung cé 1€ ch:fmg ma’y choc, ching s€ con tang
1én nwra.”

“Bon con...” Merry hoi nhiu may va nhin xuéng.

Yume phong ma ra, con Shihoru cii dau thé dai. Moguzou go nhe 1én
dinh chi€c mii barbute.

“Gi day gi day.” Ranta khit miii. “May nguoi sao da s rim 16 vao thé’.
Chezlng ra th€’ thong gi. La day t& cta ngai Ranta ddy ma ma't mét qua di.”



“Te lic nao ma bon nay..” Haruhiro dinh ndéi nhwng ngung lai.
“Chuyén do bo qua di.”

“Bd qua thé nao dwoc? Pung c6 dwng lai gitra chu’ng nhu the’. Bit bé di
chit. Bit b& mot cdch chuidh xdc xem ndo. May chang cO ti dong lyc nao
chtr gi. Cdi hang nhw Haruhiro thi dirng mo’ cwedp mat 1€ song cda tao.”

Haruhiro mdc ké Ranta, Ian lwgt nhin khudén mat Moguzou, Yume,
Shihoru va Merry. “Du tién d€ cia chuyén nay la suy dodn cua t& vé viéc
sau nay sO lwgng bon ching sé tang thém la chinh xac, nhwng to nghi bon
minh phai dwa ra quyét dinh thoéi. Khdng can ngay 14p tic tai diy, nhung it
nha't cling 1a trong thoi gian ngén sép t&i. Quyét dinh ring sé& tir bd hay
khiéu chién bon ching s&m nhat ¢6 the. Nhung ban than t& khong mudn tw
bd. Hon nita, k&€ ca 1a bon con di nira, n€u 13 bon minh hién gio chic chin
s€ lam dvoc.”

Merry nhin chdm chim vao Haruhiro. La 4nh mét khéng cho phép ciu
nhin di chd khdc. “Cau ¢6 cin cir gi?”

“Strc phong thii cia Moguzou da dwgc nang 1€n kha nhiéu. Nho' viéce
khong phéi qué chd tdm vao viéc phong thd nira nén stec tdn cong clia cau
a'y cling tang 1én. Phép thuit ctia Shihoru c6 the v hiéu héa dwgrc mot con.
Yume d3 c6 th€ bin cung tring dich, con t& cling cé th€ ding Swat [Pap
ru6i] d€ gitr chadn mdt con trong thoi gian ngén. Hon nita, bon minh con cé
Merry.”

“Nay, the¢” con tao? Tai sao khong c6 tén tao xud't hi€n? That ki qudc
ding khong? Nay?”

“Té..” Merry quay mit di, mit nhin xién xudng dwdi. “... Cdc ciu
trong cdy vao t& nhw thé€ 1a lam khoé t&. To... 1a mot tu si da tung d€ cho
ddng doi ctia minh phai chét.”

“Bon t& da d€'tu si ciia minh phai chét. Chinh vi vay, to khdng muén d€
ai chét nwra. Tuyét d6i khong. Du ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra di chang ntra. Merry
cling giong vay, ding khong? T tin twdng ciu, Merry.”

Merry khong ddp lai. Nhung ¢d &y cén chit moi nhu dang c¢& chiju dyng
di€u gi d6. Yume va Shihoru dat tay 1€n vai Merry.

“T6i nbi trede nhé.” Ranta ding ngén céi chi vao ban than. “T6i la
ngwoi dan 6ng ¢6 tA'm than bat tk, du bi gi€t cling sé khong chét dau nhé.
Ba ding ¢6 ma lo 1ing khong dau.”



Merry ngang mit 1én. Khée miéng cd Ay khé gidn ra, con mit thi hoi
hip lai.

Ching I8, c6 Ay da cudi?

Trong qua dé dit nén cau khong dam chéc, nhuwng ciu nghi c6 1€ d6 1a
mot nu cwdi. Chi trong gidy 14t, né di tan bién di ddng nao mat, khién
Haruhiro ti€c nudi khong thdi. Gid ma ciu cé the Ivu gitr lai hinh anh 2y
trong ddi mit minh mdt céch rd rang hon.

“T¢ biét roi.” Merry git dau. “T¢ s€ khong d€ dong doi phai chét Ian
nao ntra. Ctr yén tdm, tinh mang cac ciu da cé t& bao vé.”

“Pworc roi.” Khi Haruhiro chia tay phdi ra, cd nhom cung dat tay phai
ctia minh Ién d6. Chi€n dau, hét minh. Sau khi hé xong cau khau hiéu quen
thudc, Merry nghiéng dau thic mic. “... T¢ tha’y hoi ki la, nhung sao lai 1a
cau dé nhi?”

Nam nguoi tre Merry déu cuoi khé. Ngay sau do, cad bon tré nén
nghiém tac, xac dinh lai chién thuat.

Xéc dinh lai. Ping vdy. La xé4c dinh lai. Bon Haruhiro van luén chuan
bi cho ngay nay. Khéng can thié€t phai 1ap chién thuét te dau. Vi sd lwong
ké dich ting 1én nén s€ phai diéu chinh lai, nhung trede tién van phai dp
ch&” dwgrc con goblin mac gidp cung con hobgoblin, ké dich manh hon hin
so v&i nhirng con goblin khac. Pay chinh 1a van dé trong yéu nhat.

Truwdc tién, cin x& 1i hai con goblin linh canh nhanh hé€t mirc ¢6 the, roi
mo&i ha ké dich s& mot. Bon ciu da ban bac, trao d6i khong biét bao nhiéu
Tan veé cach tiéu diét con goblin mdc gidp cung con hobgoblin. Bon minh co
thé lam dwoc. Chéc chdn sé thing.

Van nhw moi khi, Haruhiro din Yume va Shihoru di trudc. Ranta,
Moguzou, Merry theo sau, cich nhém dau mot quang.

Ctra ai dau tién la can phai ti€p cidn d&n khodng cach tdm muwoi hai
mét, day 1a tAm bén cta phép Sleep Shadow [Béng ma ngdi ngi]. Tuy van
c6 birc twong rao lam vat che chin cho d&n khodng cdch mudi 1dm mét,
nhwng sau d6 mai la ldc khé khan. Tuy nhién, sau nhiéu Ian nghién ctru, ca
bon phét hién ra rang, néu vong mot vong 1én, di sang phia ddi dién s& ¢
dong do nat cla cac cong trinh xay dwng ma bon ciu c6 the an nap, trong
pham vi mwoi mét tinh tir tda nha hai tAng. Chinh 13 chd nay. Bon ciu s&
bit dAu tAn cong tir dy.



Khi Haruhiro dung tay ra hi€u, Yume giwong cung tén, phat dong ki
ning Tinh mét, con Shihoru thi ndm chiit gdy, diéu chinh nhip thé'.

Cud1 cung cing dén luc. Bon ciu s€ ha guc con goblin mdc giap va con
hobgoblin. Chinh ching da sit hai Manato. Cau c& hét sirc d€ khdng nghi
ring ddy 12 viéc bdo thli rira han. C4u cam thay rang sy cim han s& 1am suy
nghi 61 loan, khién tay chan 16ng ngéng. Bon chiing khong phai 1a ké thu,
ma la ké dich, nhirng ké dich rdt manh, 1a birc trong ma bon ciu khong the€
khong vwot qua. Haruhiro 16 mét ra khoi déng do nat. Cau nin thé, hay
chinh xac hon, h6 hap cda cau nghen lai. Cau v6i vang rut co vé. N6 dang
nhin. Con goblin mac giap dang nhin veé phia cau.

“... Bi phdt hién r6i.” Nhung tai sao? Bon c4u van ludn bj theo ddi? Bay
gio' m&i bi phét hién? Hay d6 chi 1a ngdu nhién? N§ tinh ¢ nhin vVé phia
nay va cham mét Haruhiro? C4u khong biét, ma chuyén dé ciing chealng
quan trong. Haruhiro 16 mat ra Ian ntra va 1ap tic rut dau xudng. Cau the
dd'c. Con goblin mic gidp cAm mot cdi nd, né dang ngdm vé hudng nay.

“... Lam, lam sao day?” Yume budng long day cung. Mat Shihoru téi
xanh, day cang theamg. Bon Ranta & cdch d6 khong xa liéu da ndm dworc tinh
hinh chwa nhi? Bon ho dang an ndp, t ddy khéng nhin thdy dwgrc nén cdu
khong ro ntra. Lam sao bdy gio’? Phdi lam sao ddy? Riit lui? Khong, khong
dwore rdi. Con goblin mic gidp hét gi d6. N6 dang ra 1énh. Chic chin con
hobgoblin cung bon goblin linh canh s€ tdn cong vE€ phia nay. Khong the
rdt lui dwore. Chi con cdch 1am 1iéu thoi. Van @& 1a cdi nd. Néu bi bin
trdng, c6 1€ s€ c6 nguoi chét.

“Pe€ da’y cho Yume”, “... Ha?” C4u chwa kip ngén lai thi Yume da dat
cung tén xudng da't roi lao ra khdi ddng dd ndt. Con goblin bén tén ra khoi
nd. Yume cudn ngwdi, ldn vé phia trede bing sitc manh dang gom. Chudt
hang. La ki nang di chuyén d€ tranh né don tdn cdng, phdng theo dong tac
cta loai chudt hang bon ciu da cham tran trong ring. Yume c¢6 tranh dwoc
miii tén khong? C6 vé c6 Ay da tranh dworc. Haruhiro vO vai Shihoru. “Phép
thuat!”

“A, dwoe!” Shihoru nhd ngudi khdi dong d6 nat, vira ding gdy vé cic
van ty nguyén td vira niém théan chd. “Ohm Rel Ekt Chrome Darsh...!”

Nguyén t6" bong t61 trong nhe mdt ddm swong den bay vé phia con
goblin miic gidp. Con hobgoblin chi gio cAy chuly 1én ch van chua di
chuyén khéi fang mot, con 1 goblin linh canh thi dang chuan bj lao dén.



Nhuwng chi can lam cho con goblin mac gidp ngu thi... Haruhiro kéu “A!”
mot ti€ng. Con goblin mac gidp nhay tw fang hai xudng. Nguyén t6 bong
t0i bay vt qua chd con goblin dirng lic ndy, mo dan roi bién mat. Hong,
cwce ki hong roi. Khong dwoc. Hoan toan khong dwoc roi. Khong phdi. Sé
khong co chuyén do. Phdi binh tinh lai. Khong dwoc boi roi. Haruhiro rut
dao gdm ra. “T¢& s€ chian nd! Shihoru quay vé bén canh Merry di...!”

Shihoru lai trd 101 “DPworc!”. Ranta cling Moguzou lao ra tir chd béng
ram. Yume van st dung ki ndng Chuot hang d€ tranh mii thwong cta con
goblin linh canh. Mt con goblin linh canh ntra dang ti€n vé phia Haruhiro.
Con con goblin mdc gidp cung con hobgoblin dau? Chét tiet. Cau khong co
thoi gian d€ xac dinh ching. Theong. Haruhiro diing dao gam danh vao céy
thwong dang dam tdi cda con goblin linh canh. Mét cd danh manh d€ bé
huwdng don tAn cong, n€u may mén con c6 the 1am hdng hay khién ké dich
d4nh roi vii khi, 1am chiing mat thing biang. Pay la ki ning Swat [Dap
ru6i], sat chi€u khi danh nhau cta dao tic, thé¢” nhwng con goblin linh canh
nay lai kha khée. Du Haruhiro cé dung dao gdm danh 1én cay thwong hét
Tan nay dén I4n khdc, mii thwong vin ddm t&i khong ngong. Con nay
khong phai goblin binh thwong.

“T¢&, s€ lo ca hai con...!” Moguzou hét 1én. Chéng 1€ cu &y dinh dau
v&i ca con goblin méc gidp cung con hobgoblin sao? That 1iéu linh. Nhuwng
du 1a con goblin mac gidp hay con hobgoblin, ngwoi da siec ddi dau voi
chiing ciing chi ¢6 minh Moguzou th6i. Chinh vi vay, trede tién phéai vo
hi€¢u héa con goblin mdc gidp. P6 chinh 1a k& hoach cia bon Haruhiro. Cé
th€ néi d6 1a di€m ¢t 16i. Va né da sup dd dé dang. C6 phai ddng ra bon
ciu khong dwore chian chir ma nén rut lui ngay khong? Nhwng da mudn roi.
Gio ho1i hén cling chaamg con y nghia.

“Ch... tiét...!” Haruhiro vira tung chiéu Swat [Dap ru'6i] vua lui lai. Lui
lai. Cau ti€p tuc lui lai. Con goblin linh canh con lai ¢6 vé dang dau voi
Ranta va Yume. Shihoru ban phép Sleep Shadow [Béng ma ngdi ngti] thém
mot Ian ntra nhung khoéng tring vao con goblin mdc gidp ma tring con
hobgoblin. Con hobgoblin 140 ddo nhw sip ngi guc. Nhung trudc dé, con
goblin mac gidp da dung than ki€m dip vao mong con hobgoblin d€ danh
thirc nd. Con d6 biét vé phép thuat. Bon ciu da bj nim thop roi.

“Yume!” Ranta hét 1én gian d&. “Ct tranh qua tranh lai nhw thé thi dén
bao gio m&i giét dwore né ha! Panh véi nd di chir, d6 ngde!”



“Im di! Chi minh Ranta la khong dwore néi Yume nhw thé'...” Yume chic
van dinh dung ki ndng Chuot hang d€ né tranh, nhwng hoi chAm. Hon nira,
c6 I8 con goblin linh canh ciing d4 quen v&i chuyén dong ctia Yume. “U...”
Cay thwong ctua con goblin linh canh dam swot qua vai phai cia Yume.
Khong, la dam xuyén vao.

“Pd khon, sao may dam lam vdy v&i Yume...!” Ranta lao dén ta'n cdng
con goblin linh canh. C4u &y nhdy 1én, vung thanh treong ki€m chém chéo
xudng. “Hatred [Nhat chém thu han]...!” . “Ga!” Con goblin linh canh dung
khién d&€ do chiéu d6. Sau d6, né cAm thwong ngén lai roi ddm ra. Can.
Pam. “O, oa, gu!” Ranta ding tredng ki€m khé khin chdng do nhitng don
tdn cong lién tuc cua con goblin linh canh, sau d6 lui thflng vE phia sau
b:?lng dong tac dac biét. “Exhaust [Bai xich hé]! Hay a... Ha? Sao may lai
khong dudi theo chir!”

“Vi qué 10 liéu chit con gi!” Haruhiro thd't ra mot ciu roi lai lién tuc
dung chiéu Swat [Dap ru6i]. Merry cdu nguyén. “Hoi dnh sang, voi sw bao
vé clia than Lumiaris... Heal [Anh sang chtra lanh]!”. Co’ th€ Yume nhanh
chéong dwoe bao phit béi dnh sang &m dp. Khac véi Cure [Chira tri], khi
ding Heal [Anh sdng chi¥a lanh], tu si khong c¢an dit tay 1én vét thuong.
NO ¢6 th€ chira tri v€t thwong cho ngwoi & xa, ¢6 hiéu qua Ién toan than, la
phép thuit Manato van chwa hoc dwoc. Yume 1a ngwdi thuén tay phai, vét
thwong lai & vai phai, ¢6 1€ Merry danh gia marc do vét thu’O’ng la nang, nén
da quyét dinh chira tri ngay lap tirc. Nhu vy thi chic chin Yume chang
ma’y chd'c s€ cé thé quay lai chi€n tuyén nhwng phia Moguzou thi dang gap
nguy. Bing cich nio d6, ciu &y tranh dwoc ciy chlly ciia con hobgoblin
nhung lai bi ki€m ctia con goblin mic gidp danh tring lién tuc. Phai x& i
goblin linh canh cang nhanh cang t6t, du chi mét con ciing dwore, roi sang
chi vién cho Moguzou. Khong c6 cach nao sao? Bién phap la gi?

Cau khong chi suy nghi ma con phai lién tuc dung Swat [Pap ru6i] 1é€n
cdy thwong clia con goblin linh canh. C4u sip dit hoi tdi noi. Tay ciu té
ran. Chi can tregt mot cd la xong phim. Cdu gan nhw roi vao tinh trang
hodng loan. Hay chiu dgng. C4u phdi c¢6 chiu dgng. Chiu dyng xong thi
sao? Moi viéc s€ thanh thé& nao?

“Haru...!” Cé ngwoi goi tén ciu. La Merry, du ciu chwa bao gior dwoc
cO 4y goi nhw th€”. Ping la giong ctia Merry.



Cau khong c6 thoi gian d€ nhin sang heong d6. Nhung co &y da goi.
C6 1€ c6 &y mudn bao ciu di chuyén vé phia minh. Haruhiro da lam th¢".
Cau vura tung chiéu Swat [Pap ru'6i], vira hwdng vé phia Merry va Shihoru.
Cau s€ du con goblin linh canh. Vay la dwgc nhi? Pwgc ding khong? Ngay
thoi di€ém Merry ho “D6i chd!”, Haruhiro nhdy sang ngang. Merry tién 1én
phia trede, diung ciy tich tregng do thwong clia con goblin linh canh.
Khong, c6 &y khong chi do. “Hit back [Pénh tra]...!”

Trong mdt thodng, cdu nhw nhin thdy tich treong cia Merry bi cay
thwong day bat ra, nhwng khong phai vay. Loi dung phan Iwc khi can don
tan cong, cO &y dam vao ngwc con goblin linh canh. Con goblin rén lén
“Hy...” r'oi lui vé phia sau. Pay ro6i. Chi c¢é lic nay. Nhéan ra y dinh cda
Haruhiro, Merry ti€p tuc tdn cong con goblin linh canh. Con goblin linh
canh gio thwong, chuyén tim vao phong thu nén khong thé ha dwoc nd,
nhung vay 1a du roi. Haruhiro vong ra sau lwng con goblin linh canh. Nhin
thay di, cau tham cau nguyén. Hay dé’ minh nhin thdy dnh sdng. Khong
dwgre a? Minh ching nhin thdy gi cd. Nhung diy khong phai lic d& that
vong. Haruhiro ddm dao gim vao lwng con goblin linh canh bang sttc manh
ctia mot cui hdc ngwoi. Du cdu ddm xuyén qua dwoce 1op gidp xich nhung
vét ddm van con nong. Con goblin dinh hung bao chdng trd. Haruhiro
nhanh chéng vong tay trai quanh cO nd, rit nita con dao gam ra, roi lai dam
ti€p vao chd d6. Cau 1dp lai hét TAn nay dén Ian khdc. “Ra! Gu! A...” Cau
mai mi€t dam, khong bi€t bao nhi€u Ian, cho dé€n khi con goblin linh canh
kiét strc. “... Cam on ciu, Merry!” Haruhiro budng bd con goblin linh canh
da khong con dong ddy, vira thd hon hén vwra nhin xung quanh. Ranta va
Yume van chwa th€ ha dworc con goblin linh canh con lai. Moguzou vira d&
cidy chlly ctia con hobgoblin bing thanh cy ki€m va hoi 1o ddo.
“Moguzou!” Haruhiro chay lai, nhung sao ma kip dwgc. Con goblin mac
giap kéu “Hi hya!” r6i nhdy x& vé phia Moguzou, néi rang né dung ki€m
d€ dap cau 4Yy thi ding hon 1a chém. Vao dau. Tia Itra bin ra tir chiéc mii
barbute cia Moguzou cung thanh ki€m cda con goblin midc gidp. Du cé doi
mil gidp thé nao di nira thi cling khong th€ cé chuyén ciu &y khong lam
sao. Moguzou loang choang. Nhung c4u 4y van ¢6 chiu deng, vung manh
thanh cy ki€m, khi€n con goblin mdc gidp va con hobgoblin phai lui lai.
Nhip h6 ha'p ctia Moguzou hon loan. D khong chdy mdu nhung néu cdi do
gidp ra, chic ngudi ciu Ay phdi day rdy vét bAm tim. RS rang dang trong



tinh th& hi€m ngheéo nhw thé&, vdy ma Moguzou van vira vung thanh cwy
ki€m vtra croi ha ha. “Chi ¢6 thé nay! Chi c6 thé nay thi dn thua gi! Ta! Ta
van khong sao! Ha ha ha!”

Cau &y ct nhu bién thanh ngwoi khac. Ping 1a qua nguy hi€m. Khong
the’ d€ Moguzou mdt minh dwoe. Minh sé tro givip cdu @y a? Nhung hin 1a
dao gim ctia Haruhiro khong dé gi ¢ th€ xuyén qua bd gidp hay giy vét
thwong chi mang cho con hobgoblin v&i hinh the to 1on d6. C6 1€ con néi
dwore 12 hu nhw ba't kha thi. “Ranta, ra gitip Moguzou di! Chd do d€ tao!”

“Pén ldc nhan vat chinh xua't hién r'oi a!” Ranta nhanh nhau nhay theo
ki€u nhdy xa ba budc, dm thanh treong ki€m nhdm vao con goblin mic
gidp. “Anger [Cd dAm phin nd]...!”

“Ghe...!I” Con goblin mic gidp dé dang gat thanh trrong kiém ra, va c6
vé& né da chuyén ddi twong tir Moguzou sang Ranta. “O, 6, §i!?” Ranta don
phwong bi don danh, khdng 1au sau, danh chuyén hin sang phong thu. C6”
lén Ranta. Dung co chét day.

Nhu vay, Moguzou c6 the dé thé hon mot chiit, nhwng du 1a bén nao,
tinh hinh cling s€ xau di né€u bon cdu khéng som ha dwgc con goblin linh
canh. Con goblin linh canh cAm chéc tAm khién, c6 vé& dang dit trong tim
vao phong tht, Yume lai khong thé€ lIam Tank [Chiu don] dwoe nén ciu cd
vong ra sau lueng no thi cung... Khi cdu dang nghi vy, con goblin linh canh
quay ra phia cau va ném cay thwong. ... Hd? Bén nay? Minh? Duwng dua
chw!?

“U oa...!” Cau viin nguoi dinh tranh nhung ciy thwong da 16t mot mang
hdng ctia Haruhiro rdi m&i cdm xudng mit da't. Cau gan nhuw khuyu xudng,
dwa tay s& 1én hong thi tha’y ¢ gi d6 tron trom, dau d&n mirc cAu phai bat
gidgc kéu 1én “0i...”, nhung chirng nay thi vdn x& 1i dwoe. Giong goi
“Haru!?” ctia Merry c6 phan lo 1ing, dui ring that ngdc nghé&ch nhung ciu
tha’y hot vui vui.

“... Té khong sao! Phai ha n6 da...!”

“P¢€ t¢...!” Shihoru néi vay roi lao vé phia con goblin linh canh. P
da, cdu tinh lam gi vdy, cdu dang lam cdi gi vdy! “Cai...” Merry khong kip
no6i nén loi, voi dudi theo Shihoru. Con goblin linh canh da rit ki€m tr bén
héng va c6 vé nhan ra Shihoru dang t&i. Shihoru vira chay, vira bit dau
dung giy vé cédc ki tw nguyén to. “Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!”



Mot ddm tdo mau den phdéng vi ra t¢ dau giy. Khodnh khic dé,
Haruhiro nhén ra, la vdy a. Shadow Beat [Nhip di€u bong tdi] du khong
phai phép chdm nhw Sleep Shadow [Béng ma ngéi ngt], nhwng né cling
chealng nhanh d&n muc khong th€ tranh né. Chinh vi vay, n€u ti€p can ké
dich r'é6i bin thi sao? D tdc d6 van thé nhuwng khodng cdch gan chéc chéin
s€ kho tranh hon. N6i cach khac, Shihoru lam thé” d€ dam bao Shadow Beat
[Nhip diéu bong tdi] s€ danh tring va c6 vé hanh dong &y da cé hi€u qua.

Con goblin linh canh tring nguyén t6 bong to1 thaalng vao gitra mdt, toan
than né run 1én 1ay bay. Yume chay toi va vung con dao san. “Théap tw
chéo...!”

Nhat chém cia Yume nhw mdt ci danh, ha't bay td'm khi€n cta con
goblin linh canh, gdy cho n6 mot vét thwong sau & tay phai. Nho vay, du ¢
phuc h'di tw cd sd'c dao ddng tan s cao, con goblin cling khdng the st dung
ki€m thoai mai dwoe nira. “Hay, hay, hay...!” Chép 18y thoi cor, Yume ti€p
tuc tdn cong. Tan cong. Tan cong khong ngrng nghi. Haruhiro cling khong
ma’y kho khdn vong ra sau lwng con goblin linh canh, du khong nhin thady
anh sdng do6, cau chon phwrong phap gidng nhw ban ndy. Cau dam dao gam
vao lwng con goblin linh canh, sau d6 hot rit ra r'oi lai ddm vao. Ciu vong
tay si€t co con goblin roi dam né ra't nhi€u [an. Cau khong cam thay gi khi
lam v&i con dau tién, nhwng Ian nay, cam gidc that té. Giét ki€u nay that tan
bao. Du cdm thd’y bu'dn ndn, Haruhiro vin khong dung lai. Tao ciing ¢ thé’
bi bon may giét nhw thé’ nay. Du thdy cd 16i nhwng chiing ta déu nhw nhau
thoi.

Sau khi ha con goblin linh canh thi hai, cdu thd'y mét ra roi. Hong céu
cling dau. Nhung ciu khong th& néi ra diéu d6. Cudi cing. Thoi khdc nay
cudi cung da toi. Haruhiro d'on strc vao bung hét 1on. “... Chi con mot chiit
ntra thoi! Ching ta s€ chirng minh nhirng gi minh da lam tt tredc dén nay
khong phai vo ich...!”

Du tw minh noi ra nhwng chitng minh cho ai xem moi dwoc? Manato
dd khong con niva roi, nhigng gi dd lam tw trwoc dén nay khong phdi vo ich
w? Thdt sao? Co lé chi la minh mudn nghi nhiw thé. Minh mudén noi ra
nhitng loi ngdu hon. Minh muén cé thé noi dwoc. Minh khong mudn két
thiic & ddy. Du khéng phdi minh mudn lam linh tinh nguyén, nhwng minh
mudn thdy ngay mai. Minh mudén séng. Minh khong mudn chét. It nhat,
minh vdn chwa mudén chét. Manato, cdu ciing vady phdi khong? Cdu van



chwa man nguyén diing khong? Cdu ddng ra da co thé’lam dwoc nhiéu thir,
bat ci viéc gi. Nhor may mdn nén to vén con sdng. Va to sé song. To sé
tién vé phia trwoc. Tdt cd moi ngwoi sé co dwoc ngay mai. Pe’ lam diéu do,
chiing to phdi thdng. Chiing to phdi ha bon chiing.

“Trwde tién 1a con hobgoblin...!” Haruhiro chay lai, quan sat leng con
hobgoblin. C6 vé Yume dinh tdn cdng to bén swon. “Hiy a! Hay a!”
Moguzou gidng hai don dir ddi V€ phia con hobgoblin, mdt don bi can bdi
ciy chily, don con lai d4nh tring vai trdi con hobgoblin. Du khdng cit dwoc
gidp xich nhung van khién con hobgoblin rén 1én “O bd!” va budng tay trai
khdi ciy chily dang ¢Am bing hai tay. C6 tic dung. Ngay sau khi Haruhiro
hét Ién “Tan cong ti€p di...!”, con goblin mdc gidp xud't hién.

“Gya...I” Con goblin mdc gidp bd mac Ranta, quay ra tdn cong
Moguzou. N6 budc t&i roi chém mot dwong chéo. Ching 18 1a chiéu Rage
Blow [Cd danh thinh nd]? Trong khi né chi la mdt con goblin thoi.
Moguzou d& don bing thanh cy ki€m rdi chuyén sang trang thai Bind
[Chan ki€m]. Tan coéng tw d6 1a s& treong cua Moguzou. Moguzou nhw
cudn 18y ki€m cta con goblin mic gidp, gam Ién mot ti€ng va dinh tung
don Wind [Cu6n 18y]. Con goblin mac gidp 14p tirc nhdy ra xa, quay nguoi
chém Ranta. “0i...” Ranta hoan toan bj bt ng, chiéc mii gidp trong nhu
cai x0 bi dap danh keng mot cdi khi€n ciu ay ldo dao. Con goblin thoan
thost dung ki€m, hét dam, lai chém Ién, r6i chém xudng. Ranta chi con
nwdc viea la oai 0odi vira né tranh. C4u &y bi di d&€n mirc khong the lui veé
bang chiéu Exhaust [Bai xich hé]. Khong on. Ct the nay thi ciu Ay tiéu
mat.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!”

Nguwoi ciru Ranta 13 Shihoru. Bang phép Shadow Beat [Nhip diéu béng
t0i]. Khdi tdo cau den tring vai con goblin mdc gidp. Con goblin kéu 1€n
“Gya”, toan than run ray, khong thé€ cit dong. Du chi trong chdc lat, nhung
Ranta da nhan ldc d6 kéo dan khoang cach va cé the nghi 18y hoi.
Chic! Chi toan l1am nhirng chuyén thwa thai!”

“Pon quyét dinh...!” Haruhiro &n chat hong. Cau khong khéi cam thay
dau. C6 phai do cau quéd néng rudt nén chealng the’ tap trung khong? Cau nhin
Shihoru. C6 47y ciing c6 vé khd sé. CO6 &y mét 1dm roi. Ttr d4u, cd Ay da
dung phép Sleep Shadow [Béng ma ngdi ngu] hai Tan, dé l1a phép thuat tiéu
hao rat lon. Luc ndy c¢6 &y ciing da dung phép Shadow Beat [Nhip diéu



bong t6i] d&n Tan thir hai. Khong bi€t c6 &y con cé the st dung phép thuit
thém ma’y Ian nwra? Nhin chung, Sleep Shadow [Bong ma ngdi ngu] ra't kho
c6 tac dung v&i nhirng ké dich c6 tinh thdn hwng phan, con Shadow Beat
[Nhip diéu bong tdi] lai khong the’ lam don k&t thic dwore. VAay nghia 1a, chi
con mdi ciach d6. Bon ciu da quyé&t tAm roi. Ngay tai day, trede khi guc
nga do cudc chién kéo dai, bon cau s€ ha con hobgoblin. “Moguzou, lam
di...!”

“Hay!” Moguzou nhanh chéng tru ving hai chan va hét 16n. “O 66 6 6
0000600600000000000600600...!1”

Am thanh 16n d@&n mitc khién cdu ndi da gi. La chiéu War Cry [Tiéng
thét xung tran] cua chi€n binh. Néu dirng bén canh nghe thay ti€ng hét nay
khi khdng chuéhn bj tinh than chic chin s& phai sitng s&. Khong chi kinh
ngac ma con khi€p so ntra. Con hobgoblin chinh xdc 1a bj nhw vay. Co’ the
n6 cirng ngic nhw bj béng d&. C6 1& né s& tinh tdo lai ngay 14p tirc, nhung
k€ cda mot gidy hay nwra gidy ciing 1a khoang thoi gian quy gia, cyc ki quy
gia.

Yume dam con dao sin vao thit lung con hobgoblin. “Cit tia...!”

Moguzou lui lai mot bwdc, sau d6 lao 1€n va tung ra mot cd chém dwr
d6i nhw don vao toan bo trong lwong cia co the€ to 1on. “Cam
onnnnnnnnnn...!”

Mot am thanh khung khi€p vang 1én, thanh cy ki€m ctia Moguzou da
chém ngap vao ba vai con hobgoblin, chic phai siu dén tan xwong don.
Con hobgoblin khuyu mdt g&i xudng nhwng né lai dinh dirng 1én. Mién né
con thé thi khong thé 1o 1a. Va bon ciu khong 1am th&. Haruhiro hét 1én
mot ti€ng, tung mot cd song phi vao sau dau nd. Con hobgoblin lai chodng
vadng vi pha tdn cong vira roi, sau d6 lién bj Moguzou dap cho toi ta. “U

'7?

na! Na! Phu ga! Ga, ga,gal U60606! Uaaaaaaa..!

Diing 1a khong dé dang gi. Liic chét di thi don gidn nhw vdy nhung twdce
doat sinh mang lai hét sirc khé khan. Tuy kinh khiing that, nhwng Haruhiro
van 1a nguwoi trong cudc. Cau khong th€ 18y 1i do vi né khing khi€p ma
ngoanh mit di chd khéc.

Khi con hobgoblin khéng con dong ddy ntra, Moguzou ciling bo ra trén
t chi. Cau &y thé h'ong hoc, lung nhap nhd 1én xudng. Chic chin khong
chi do mét mdi, ma cdu Ay con dang dau khdp minh may nira.



“Nhan... nhan... nhanh 1én...!” Ranta hét Ién. “Nhanh sang c... clru t6i,
nh... nhanh, [én...!”

Khi cdu nhin sang, Ranta gan nhw dang ngtra cd nguoi ra sau d€ do
ki€m ctia con goblin médc gidp. Chan ciu &y khong virng, dé€n gidi han r'oi.
Ma c6 1€ cdu &y da vueot qua gidi han tw 1au r'oi.

“Lam t&t 14m, gidi 1dm, Ranta!”, “Diing vay! Yume chi khen Ranta T4n
nay thoi da’y!”

Haruhiro cting Yume dinh tdn c6ng con goblin méc gidp tt hai bén trai
phéi lam thanh th€& gong kim. Nhung con goblin da tidng cho Ranta mot
phat r'6i bo chay. N6 chay. Chay ra't nhanh. N6 dinh tau thoat a? Khong,
khong phai. Hedng d6 cé Shihoru.

“Ha...!?” Shihoru mé to mét va gio gy ra phia trude. CO 'y ha ngudi
thap nhr mudén quy ngda d€n noi. Nhue thé” khong dwgrc dau. Nhung khong
¢an lo 1&ng. “Trénh ra...!I” Merry ding chin trwede Shihoru, ¢Am chéo ciy
tich treong so v&i than nguoi. Prepare [Chuan bi]. La tw thé phong ngw
trong thuit hd than. Con goblin mac gidap gio' cao thanh ki€m. Merry sé
danh bat hay do don? C6 ay khong the lam viéc nao trong hai cai do.
Pudong ki€m cta con goblin qud thap. N6 nhim xudng dat. N6 dung hét
strc suc ki€m xudng roi hat ving da't cat kho 1én. “U’...!1?” Merry nhim mét
lai. Khodnh khéc d6, con goblin mic gi4p nhay 1ui lai roi dung tay trdi ném
thir gi d6. La dao. Phi dao sao? Merry 6m bung Iui lai. Cay phi dao da gam
vao ra't sau.
“Merry...!” Dung. Tai sao lagi thé! Manato. Merry lai bi giong nhw
Manato. Durng ¢é dia. Haruhiro x6ng toi. Cau chflng suy nghi gi nwra. Phdi
lam thé"nao d? Ai ma biét may chuyén do. Khi nhan ra, cau da ap sat con
goblin méc gidp. Ki€m. Ki€m ctia con goblin dang t&i sat nguoi cdu twr goc
trén bén trai. Minh sdp phdi chiu mot nhdt chém chéo xudng ciia né. Minh
khong the trdanh dwgc. Vdy thi phdi lam sao? Cit the’ xong thing t6i. Trwde
khi lwdi kiéin ciia né dén dich. CAu nghi, minh chét chdc roi. Nhung
Haruhiro khong chét. Ciu van chwa chét. C4u trong tw th& 6m 14y con
goblin mac gidp tw phia chinh dién. Mat ciu dap vao cdi mii gidp cta con
goblin nhwng ciu mac ké. “Guw a...!” Cau ctr thé’ ma day nga né. Con goblin
ndéi gi do, khdng phai ngdn ngtr cua loai ngwoi nén cau khéng hi€u. Kiém.
La ki€m. C4u ra stec dung tay trdi ciia minh d¢ chit canh tay phai dang cam
ki€m cfia con goblin mic gidp. Con goblin diung tay trai ddnh vio cim



Haruhiro, h&t T4n nay dé&n '4an khac. Pau ciu ong ong, ¥ thitc nhw th€ sép
bay mat. Ping cd bay di. Durng cé bay. May cé phdi la chim ddu. Vira ty
nhd v&i ban than nhw vay, Haruhiro vira xoay nguoc con dao gam lai. Con
goblin mic gidp hét 1én. Cu c6 cam gidc ring né dang néi ding lai. Bdo
tao dwng lai sao? Lam gi c6 chuyén tao diwng lai chir. Con goblin dang boc
kin dau bang mii gidp nhung van c6 16 & phan méit. Chinh la ché dé. Khi
cau dinh dam dao vao dé thi bi tay trdi cia con goblin chan lai. N6 dung tay
trdi ndm chit 14y ludi dao d€ ngiin can ciu. Tay cd hai déu run 1én. Chi con
mot chiit nira thoi, mot chit nira thoi 1a con dao gim s& dAm vao cdi 16 trén
mi gidp kia. Nhung sao mot chut d6 lai xa x61 nhw vay. “Chét tiét! Chét
tiét! Chét tiét...! Tai sao may lai manh thé nay ha...!”

“Haruhiro...!” La giong cia Moguzou. Con c6 ca ti€ng budc chan.
Moguzou dang chay vé hwdng nay. Haruhiro nhay ra xa khdi con goblin
mac gidp trwede ca khi nhin vé phia Moguzou.

"’

“Phraaaaaaaa..l

Moguzou cong nguoi ra sau, gio’ cao thanh cy ki€m trén dau r'éi nén nd
xudng that lyc voi twe thé” nhw 16n nhao vé phia tredc. Mt 4m thanh néng
né am vang truyén khip cd ngudi cau. Moguzou cw thdt, Haruhiro nghi.
Thanh cy ki€m ctia Moguzou da chit dit dau con goblin mic giap. Tat
nhién, con goblin cheamg con thé ntra. N6 da chét roi.

“Bon minh... lam dwoc r'oi a?” Ranta rut ré 1am bam.

Yume ng'6i phich xudng dat. “Pung th€"... nhi?”

“... Khong th€ tin dworc.” Shihoru néi.

“U 66 06 0!?” Moguzou gio' cao thanh cy ki€m roi hét 1én vui swong,
nhwng ché)ing hi€u ¢4 phdi van con bdn tin ban nghi hay khong ma nghe hoi
bi ntra voi.

“... Xin 18i phai cét ngang vao lic nay.” Merry gio’ tay. “Té chira tri
dwoc chwa? Ho'i bi, khd 1a, dau day.”

“Céau xin 10i gi ch?” Haruhiro cwoti, dit tay vao hong. Cau suyt nira thi
kéu 1én oai odi. Chic khong nén dong vao nira. Cé mic ké thi vin dau nhikc
nhoi. Trude mét, c6 vé cdu ching ding thém dwoc nia nén danh ngdi
xudng co quip. “... Xin 18i, Merry. Chita cho ca t& v&i, sau ciing dworc. Pau
qua...”



-

au Gq luon nghi vé chuyén minh s€ néi gi khi dé€n thoi di€m nay.

Chrflng hi€u sao, cdu cam thdy bon ciu dd & cing nhau trong mot thoi
glan ra't dai, nhu’ng that ra lai khong phai vay. Tréi lai, d6 1a m&i twong giao
ngén ngti, ngin ngdi vo cung. Chinh vi vdy, c6 nhitng diéu ciu twédng nhuw
da biét, nhung thyc ra lai khong biét. Cau Ay 1a ngwoi than thién, dé noi
chuyén, thong minh, viéc gi cliing lam dugc va rat dang tin cdy. Cau da
ting nghi ciu &y 12 ngudi chang c6 diém nao d& phé phén. Nhung c6 18 cau
chi khong nhan ra khuyét di€m cta ciu &y ma thoi. C6 the cau ay da gidu
di nhirng di€ém y€u cua minh. N&u dwoc & bén nhau lau hon, c6 1€ ciu da
c6 th€ nhin ra mdt mat khac cda ciu ay.

To mudn biét. To mudén biét thwe ra cdu la ngwoi nhw thé nao. Gid
nhie ¢ thoi gian. Chi ¢an ¢6 thoi gian, chdc han bon minh sé gdp phdi
nhiéu chuyén, co 1é con thdy kho chiu voi nhau hay cdi nhau khong biét
chirng. Co thé sé thdy ghét nhau, ma ciing co thé sé quy nhau hon. Mot
ngay nao do, Shihoru sé dot nhién t6 tinh. Néu vdy, cdu dinh xir Ii thé" nao
hd?

Cau khong mudn nghi rdng, di néi gi ciing ching dén duoc tai ngwdi
da ma't, hay tor ngtr nao ciling sé€ tré nén vo nghia.

Nhung cang nghi ngoi, ngue ciu cang dau don.

B&i vi ciu biét, ngwoi ban ngay dé, ngwoi van hién 1én mdi khi ciu
nhdm mét dd khong con cir dong, bi thiéu trong ngon lira khong biét nén
goi 1a tir bi hay tan nhén, tr& thanh xwong va tro, con gio diy, dang nam
bén dwdi ngdi md do bong trong anh ta dwong nay.

“Bon t¢’, da thanh linh tinh nguyén r'6i day.”

Cudi cing, Haruhiro néi nhw vdy v&i tim bia md c¢6 khic tén ngudi
ban cing v&i hinh trang lwoi 1i€m r'oi gio ra chi€c huy hiéu trong gidng
dong xu bac.



Ranta, Moguzou, Yume, Shihoru, Tan lIwgt tirng ngwoi 18y huy hiéu ra,
d€ nguwoi ban da ma't ¢6 thé nhin tha'y.

Merry ditng c4ch xa nim ngwdi ban mot chiit, cup méit xudng, dit tay
1én nguc.

“Khong phai bon t& khong cé tién d€ mua huy hiéu dau.” Haruhiro nim
chat chi€c huy hiéu doan linh. “Chi 1a bon t& mudn lam viéc nay sau khi
moi chuyén phan dinh rd rang, hodc ndi la dat ddu chd'm hét cho moi thir
thi cling ding. Ca bon déu quyét dinh s€ cho' d&n sau khi moi chuyén két
thic.”

“Hwr.” Ranta khit mii. “N6i that, toi thi thé nao cling dwgrc. Chi tai maYy
ngwoi lam "am 1én thoi.”

“D'6 ngdc Ranta.” Yume didp bop vao vai Ranta. “Vao nhirng lic nhw
th& nay, c6 can n6i nhieng 101 khé ghét nhw vay khdng ha? Du binh thwong
Ranta cting da bi ghét roi.”

“Tuyét voi. N6i gi thi néi, tdi cling 12 hic 4m ki si. Cang bj ghét thi
cang co loi.”

“... Yume nay.” Shihoru kéo nhe 4o choang ctia Yume. “Khong phai la
khé ghét ma la dang ghét. Kho ghét thi lai thanh ra khong ghét day...”

“O? Vay ha? Tw trede d&n gid Yume van twdng 14 khé ghét chir.”

“A, nay.” Moguzou quay mit vé phia Shihoru. “Pé&n lic cho viéc d6
roi...”

“A.. 0

Shihoru ti€n 1én tredc roéi ngdi xudng trede ngdi md. Co Ay 18y tw
trong tdi ra thém mot chi€c huy hiéu nwra, sau mot thodng bdi roi... chang
co nhé cdu dinh gcfn né vao ché hinh trdng lwoi liem dwoc khdc trén mo
day a?

“Nay, Shihoru, viéc ddy c6 hoi...” Khi Haruhiro lén ti€ng ngan lai,
Shihoru thdt 1én “O?” mdt ti€ng r'oi quay lai, khuén mat dé bung. “... Xin,
xin 16i. T&, t& dang nghi xem nén, nén dit né & chd ndo...”

“Ma... ciing khong sao. Nhung t& nghi chic khong nhét vao duoc dau.
Hinh déng dau c6 giong nhau.”

“... Viy, vay a. Bung... vy nhi. T& xin 18i. T& chi dwgrc mdi cédi béo ma
con hay lo' dénh... Um, vy, vdy d€ dy di.” Shihoru nhe nhang dit chiéc



huy hi€u xudng mat da't ngay canh tad'm bia mo. “... Pay, la cia Manato. N6
la tir 8O tién cda Manato, phan con thi€u thi ta't ca bon t& gdp thém vao. Ca
Merry cling gép nira. Cdu hay nhén di.”

Néu nghe thdy, chdc cdu @y sé cwori va noi, khdng can lam thé dau. Thé
nay lang phi tién bac ldm, nén dé ma mua bo sung trang bi thi hon. To da
0 phia bén nay roi, vi vdy, tién bac nén ding cho bon Haruhiro o bén day.
Co 1é cdu sé binh thdn ndi thé. Di cdu co noi gi thi to ciing khong nghe
ddu.

Ba&i vi, Manato, to khong nghe diworc giong cua cdu. Néuw mudn to nghe
theo loi cdu thi cdu noi ra di, cho to nghe thdy giong cdu di. To biét, diéu
do la khong thé'

To ma chét di thi khong biét sé thé nao nhi? Khong biét cé chd nao
giong thién dwong, roi mot lic nao do to sé gdp dwgc cdu o do khong? To
khong biét. Lam sao to biét dwgc viéc sau khi chét chie. Nhiwwng it nhdt, cho
den lic day, bon minh khong thé noi chuyén vori nhau.

Khodng céch gilta s6ng va chét qua rong qua sau, lai bi chin ngang bdi
mot con song chdy xiét. Mot khi di virgt qua con song d6 thi chéc chin, du
c6 lam céach nao ciing chflng th€ quay lai dwore. P6 hoan toan 1a dwong mot
chiéu.

Nude mét ching hé roi.

C6 diéu, Haruhiro muén & lai day thém mot chit ntra. Cau ng'6i xuéng
bai cd, co mdt gdi 1én réi 6m 18y nd.

Shihoru dit tay 1én tAm bia md, lung cd &y bit d4u run 1én. Yume ng'di
xudng bén canh Shihoru, 6m 12y vai roi xoa dau co 2.

Ranta ch6ng hai tay vao hong, ngwde nhin 1€n trovi.

Moguzou hit mot hoi sau r'oi tw tw tho ra.

Merry dwa tay gitr mdi téc, nhin dau d6 xa xam.

“Chiing ta, da tr¢ thanh mot to doi ra't to't roi!”

Haruhiro bdo nhw vy v&i ngeoi ban khdng con cé th€ quay vEé, roi dwa
mét vé phia Alterna. Chudéng dang ngan vang. La tié€ng chudng bio hicu
sau gio’ chiéu.

Gan phia dwong chan troi, nira vang trang mau dé dang nhd 1én. Ma tai
sa0 mit tring & ddy lai c6 mau dd nhi?... O day?



Cau dwa mit vé huedng toa thdp dirng sirng sitng trén ngon doi, nhin
xudng bon Haruhiro. Thap. Ngon thap d6. La that. Cau c6 cam gidc minh
quén mat the gi d6. Bon Haruhiro dén noi ddy roi tré thanh linh tinh
nguyén tap sw. Trwoc do thi sao? Minh da ¢ ddau? Minh da lam gi? Minh
khong biét. Minh khong nho. Khong chi ¢6 Haruhiro. Moi nguoi déu nhw
vdy. Tém lai, khi nhén ra thi bon Haruhiro da ¢ ddy roi. Pady, 1a ddu moi
dwore? No t61... T6i? Cau khong biét. Chd d6 1a chd qudi nao vay? Thap.
La ngon thiap. N6 c6 lién quan d€n ngon thdp d6. Nhung lién quan thé nao?
Cau khong biét. Cang nghi ciu cang khong biét. Mdi khi veeon tay ra va
cham dwoc dé€n no thi nd lai bi€nh mat.

Nay, Manato.

Bon minh tai sao lai ¢ ddy, tqi sao lai lam nhigng viéc nay...?

Pén mdi nghi hodc d6 cling tré nén qua mirc mo h'd, dwong nhw bat cir
lic nao ciling c6 the tan bién.



L3
23. Mé da
. IVi0’ dau

hu& vang 1én. La ti€ng chudéng bdo hiéu sdu gio’ chiéu. Khi ti€ng chudng
thir bay luyén ti€c chim vao dau dé trong thanh phd’, dém t6i s& dén voi
Alterna.

Sau sdu gio’ chiéu, ti€ng chudng bdo gio s€ khong dwoc giong 1én cho
dén sdu gio’ saing hom sau. Nhirng ngwoi the tha cdng phai lam viéc hét
minh tr sdng so'm da an t6i tor 1u roi lam may chén trwede khi di nga,
nhung cling ¢6 nhiéu ngwoi coi ti€ng chudng sdu gior chiéu la bao hiéu dén
lic dong ctra hang. Nhirng quay ban d6 an thi ngwoc lai, diy moi la
khodng thdi gian budn bdn t&t clia ho, quin rwou cling bit dau tréd nén
dong ddc. Voi Quan rwgru Sherry, novi nhiéu linh tinh nguyén tu tdp d€ nang
cao diing khi, chuan bi cho ngay mai, thi tir gio' cho d&€n t&i mudn chinh la
luc lam an thuln lgi1 nhat.

Du vay, tdi nay, chd d6 lai dong dic hon hin binh thwong. Khong chi
¢6 linh tinh nguyén ma con xen 1an cd nhitng tho thi cong cao tudi, nhirng
tay tap sw tré, nhirng thwong nhan bung by, nhitng ¢6 gdi lang choi hap dan
roi dén ca quan nhin clia quan do6i ving Bién canh. Pura mét nhin quanh
chi thd’y toan nguoi 1a ngwoi, d&n mirc cédi quan hai tang rdng rai cling dem
lai cdm gidc chat hep. T4t nhién, moi chd ngdi déu da c6 chi, nhing nguwdi
khong ¢6 chd ng6i dang dirng 16" nhd'. Khong chi san tAng mot va tang hai,
ma ngay ca ciu thang cling ddy chat nguoi.

Moi nguwoi nhdi nhét trong Quéan rwgru Sherry vi nghe dworc tin don gi
do.

Mot nguei linh tinh nguyén noi ti€ng, thong thwong s€ dwoe goi theo
ki€u tén anh ta di kém v&i tén clan. O xung quanh Alterna thi khong néi
lam gi, chr cang roi xa pham vi thé” lyc cia loai ngwoi thi cac ching toc
doi dich va quai vat s€ cang manh, hon nwra, ching con dya vao s6 lwong
d€ giét hai con nguoi. Clan 1a mot t6 chirc sinh ra do bj d'6n ép bdi tinh thé&’
bit budc, d& c6 th€ nang cao thanh tich chién dd'u ctia minh 1&n trén mot



mic nao dé thi nén gia nhap clan. Khong gia nhdp cling khong dwoc. Co
th& néi 1a bét budc.

Véay ma, chi v&i sdu nguoi cho dén nay chwa ting tham gia mot clan
nao, bao gom bdn linh tinh nguyén, mot elf, cing Zenmai, ngwoi nhan tao
dwoc tao ra béi mot ngudi linh tinh nguyén 1a t linh thuat sul!?! Pingo,
bon ho van chi€n dd'u va sdng sot.

B&i vady, ho dwgre danh gid la linh tinh nguyén trong cac linh tinh
nguyén, danh tiéng &y vang vong khip Alterna. Nhitng linh tinh nguyén
dwore ba twde ving Bién canh Alterna, Garlan Vedoy moi dén budi tiéc to1,
cho d&n nay ciing chi ¢6 ho ma thoi. Pa thé&’, ho con ti ch6i 101 moi do.

“Souma, dé&n ldc roéi nhi?”

Puoc ¢d gdi quyén ril nhic nhé, Souma dirng 1&n khdi gh&’. M&i chi c6
vay th61 ma chaalng may chdc, tieng On ao da ngung lai, trong quin rwou
ling ngit nhu to.

Piéu d6 cling la dwong nhién thoi. Ai dén diy cling vi mudn nghe
tuyén bd’ cia Souma. Lic Souma da m& miéng, khong im 1dng ma nghe thi
lam gi. Du sao day ciling 1a mét ngay dang de ki niém. Souma cudi cling
cling 1dp clan. Chinh vi vy, anh ta s€ tuyén mo dong doi.

Nhung c6 that vay khong? Cudi cung, né khéong hon gi mot 1o don.
Chrflng 1€ day chi la tro choi kham? T4t nhién, dut ¢6 nhirng nghi ngo> nhwng
Souma da thwe sy xua't hién & Quan rwgu Sherry. Va cudi cung, cling dén
ltc anh s€ phat bi€u trwdc toan th€ moi nguoi. }

“Shima.” Khi Souma goi, ¢ géi quyé&n rii mim cwoi, khé gat dau. “U.”

Sau d6, Souma nhin sang anh chang c6 mai toc dreadlock. “Kemuri.”

“Or” Anh chang c¢6 mii téc dreadlock goi 12 Kemuri ué 0ai nghiéng c&
sang hai bén.

Sourpa hwdng méit vé phia anh chang trong gidng nhu tré con. “Pingo.”

“... Um.” Pingo cti xudng, thé dai. “... Toi khong thich miy chuyén
ki€u d6 dau.”

“Vay a?” Souma khé nhéch miéng roi ném dnh nhin vé phia ngwoi
nhan tao deo chi€c mat na dang s¢. “Zenmai.”

Zenmai cham rai git dau.

Cu01 cung, Souma nhin dén c6 nang elf. “Liliya.”



Liliya nhin lai Souma bing d6i mit mau sapphire ryc r&. “Vang,
Souma.”

Souma lai nhdm maét, hit thé sau. Sau dé, anh map may mdi, goi tén
mot ngwoi khac khong thanh ti€ng. Nino.

Co &y da khong con nura.

Nhém Souma tirng mé't di tu si, d6 chinh la Nino. Sau d6, Kemuri da
chuyén ttr chi€n binh sang lam thanh ki si. Shima khong lam dao tidc ntra
ma tré thanh thay phi thiy!'3! tai rirng Kagemori, noi toc EIf sinh sdng.
Liliya cling gia nhap v&i ho.

Nino da chét. Souma ludn tim cich d€ mang c6 4y vé nhwng bay gio
van chua tim th&y. Anh nghi ring c6 th€ sé c6 manh mdi gi d6 & sau trong
lanh dia cua veong quéc Ishmal c0, noi di hai cia Vua Ba't t& an nghi. Du
vay, cling chaamg th& néi chic chin diéu gi.

Co 1€, & thé gidi nay, khdng ton tai cach thirc h'di sinh ngwoi chét.

O thé gidi nay.

Nhwng thé gioi nay la thie gi?

Chiing toi da dén thé gioi nay tw ddu?

Cdi thé gioi ngu ngdc nay, noi mdt trdng toa dnh sdng do con lii qudi
vdt di dang thi ngong nghénh nhan nhdn nhw mét diéu hién nhién, liéu co
thwe sw la that?

Truede diy khd 1au roi, Kemuri tirng 1dm bam “Chd nay, cr nhe game
ay”, Souma da dép lai “bung vay nhi”. Du lic d6, ho rd rang da nghi nhw
vdy nhwng ngay 14p tirc ca hai lai khong con biét d6 la chuyén gi ntra.
Game la cdi gi?

Cam gidc that khac thuwong.

Hién tai, Souma da khic siu vao 1dong minh cdi cdm gidc khic thuwong
biét bao Tdn mo nhat di va suyt bj quén lang.

Néu nhw the gidi nay khong phai that ma chi 1a d6 gia, vay th& gidi
that vn & d4u d6 ngoai kia, né€u nhém Souma dén tir d6, vdy Nino di chét
trong th& gidi gia thi s€ ra sao?

N&u c6 th€ quay lai thé gidi cii, liéu Nino con & d6 hay khong?

C6 kha ndng. Nhung cling chi 1a ¢6 kha ndng ma thoi. Nhung van 1a ¢
khé ning. Khong th& khing dinh 12 khong c6.



Souma mé mét. ... Chiing t6i quyé&t dinh thanh 14p clan.”

Ti€ng ho reo vang 1én khi€n ca quan rweou rung chuyén.

“Muc tiéu 1a xdm nhdp Undead DC [Hoang thanh B4t t] nim trong
lanh dia cta veong qudc Ishmal c¢6.” Khong can gao 1én, giong cia Souma
van ra't rd rang. Anh chi ¢in d€ 10 ra mot chut khi thé’, bon quéi vat nhat
gan da phai cdp dubi chay mat. Quai vat c¢6 the can dam déng tredc mat
Souma hAu hét 12 hang khiing. “Bon tdi dd nim dwoc thong tin cho thay
dau hiéu h'6i sinh ctia Vua Bat t. Ching t6i s€ diéu tra viéc do, va trong
treong hop Vua BAt i dd song lai, phai tiéu diét hdn ngay l4p tirc. Tat
nhién viéc nay khong phai dé dang. Cén phai tim dworc cach d€lam viéc d6.
Ciing ¢an phai c6 sitc manh. Chi v&i sau ngwei chiing t6i thi khong di. Can
phai ¢6 strc manh I'n hon ntra.”

Nhirng nguwoi linh tinh nguyén d6ng thanh hét 1én phan khich, con dam
dong thi dirng ngoai ¢b vii. Khong khi nhw vo tung bdi ti€ng hét lac giong,
ti€ng vO tay cling huyt sdo. Souma da lira ho mot nira. Nhwng, v&i nguoi
ma anh thira nhén 13 c6 thé tin twéng dwore, chic roi anh van sé tiét 16 muc
dich thye sy thoi.

“Mong cic ban hdy gidp chiing t6i mot tay! Nhitng ngwoi thd’y minh
pht hop, hdy néi 1én nguyén vong gia nhap voi ching toi!”

“Tén! Tén cua clan la gi...!?” C6 ai d6 hét Ién.

Souma gét dau. “... K€ tw gio’, ching t6i s€ mang tén DAY BREAKERS
(Poan Rang Pong)! Hoi nhitng ngwoi diing cdm, thdng minh, cao cd, hao
hiép va quyét doan, hay dén véi téi! Nhirng ngwoi gan da khdng so chét,
chong lai cai chét, tim sy sGng trong céi chét, chung td61 chao don cac ban
du ban la ai!”

Trong vong xody cuong nhiét, Souma tham nhu trong long, Nino.

Anh sé lam sdng t6 bi mdt cia thé gioi nay.

Va mot ngay nao do, anh sé dén gap em.

... Haruhiro van chang hay biét gi vé twong lai noi ban than céc ciu voi
s0 ménh cua ho giao nhau.



Lo1 bat

ru Gnh thwong xuyén cla tdi chinh 1a nhirng tya game nhép vai hay nhirng
tya game cO y€u td do trén may choi game gia dinh nhw Dragon Quest,
Wizardry, Final Fantasy, Megami Tensei, Metal Mask, Romancing Saga,
Breath of Fire, Live A Live, Chrono Trigger, Arc the Lad, Tactics Orge,
Gensou Suikoden, Tales of Phantasia, Wild Arms, Final Fantasy Tactics,
Star Ocean, Atelier Marie, Saga Frontier, Xenogears... Du 1a ngwoi khong
the’ chuyén tdm nhw tdi cling ¢ the tdp trung choi né€u d6 1a game nhip vai.
P& voi 161, viée ¢é th€ mdt minh ti€n 1én ting budc va cam thdy vui vé
cling rat quan trong. Tw tredc d€n nay, téi luén khong phai la nguoi cd
nhiéu ban. C6 1€ phai néi la ra't it m&i ding. Du khong phai 1a khdng ¢6 18y
mot ngwoi ban nhung téi khong the choi vui vé hay thich thud tred'c mot thir
gi d6 cuing moi nguoi dwoe. DU 1At mudn nhwng khdng lam cdach nao cai
thién dworc. Lic t6i con nhd cling 1a ldc Dragon Quest cung Final Fantasy
dwgc phat hanh, khi d6, moi ngwoi ai cling choi, d€n ca khi & treong, ngay
nao ciing n6i vé chuyén tien dwgrc dén dau, cap do hién tai 1a bao nhicu.
Pén cd nhirng cudc nédi chuyén ki€u da'y, toi cling gan nhw chgng the’ tham
gia dwoe. Viée t6i ¢6 the lam dwge 1a bot thoi gian ngd d€ choi game,
trirdc mét 12 virgt qua nhitng ngudi khic, d€ khi nghe tha'y c6 ai d6 khoe
khoang rang “T¢ di dwoc dén chd nay roi day!” thi tdi s& cudi trom rang
“M¢&i dén do thoi a. Cling cheamg ¢6 gi dang khoe ca. Toi da vuot qua chd
dé6 twr doi nao r6i”. Tom lai, téi 1a mot thi€u nién tam t6i. Ngwoi nhw toi s€
tré thanh nhan vat chinh cla cau chuyén, tham gia nhirng cudc thim hi€m
day kich tinh, tr& nén manh hon r'oi ctru thé€ gi¢i. T6i lic nao cling dwoc
game nhép vai ctru vot.

Co duyén thay doi da dén voi con ngwei tim tdi, choi game mot minh
ay. Diablo... Ultima Online... EverQuest... Dark Age of Camelot... Pay la
nhirng game ctia Mi nhwng trong nwdc cling cé cac twa game nhw Dark
Eyes hay Life Storm. D6 1 cdc game nhap vai trirc tuyén (Online RPGH4).
Thong qua Internet, ban cé th€ choi game nhdp vai véoi ai d6 & dau d6



ngoai kia. Khi néi d@&n choi game nhap vai cling ai d6 thi phai nhic dén the
loai Table Talk RPG!!°!. Nhung véi mot ngudi dé té trong viée tiép xiic
voi ngwoi khac nhw t6i thi th€ loai nay qud la khé. V&i game nhdp vai
online thi chrflng can phai gdp mat nguoi khac. Chi can bi€t mdt vai tw
tiéng Anh 1a da cé thé choi dwoc v&i ngwoi nude ngoai roi. Toi dd ddm
chim trong d6. D6 12 thoi di€ém moi treong Internet van chwa phat trién nhw
bay gior. Do khong ¢6 mang cdp quang hay ADSL ma phai dung dwong day
dién thoai d€ k&t ndi internet nén khi choi game thi s€ khdong nghe, goi
dwoe dién thoai. St dung dich vu TELE-HODAI, mét dich vu thu phi ¢6
dinh hang thang theo cudc goi tir d&m dén sang cho s6” dién thoai dwgc chi
dinh, trong khodng thoi gian do, t6i choi game lién tuc, khong ngung 18y
mot phit nao. Ciing da c¢6 Tan t6i choi 16" ra ngoai khoang thoi gian do,
khién tién dién thoai thanh mdt con s khong the twedng twong nodi. Trong
thoi ki d6, d6i voi tdi, game nhdp vai triee tuyén chinh 1a hién thwc, ngoai
cai d6 ra, toi chi c6 thoi gian d€ dn, ng, va ngan ngwoi suy nghi vé game.
Mai toi, toi déu ddm minh trong th&” gidi game nhip vai tryc tuyén day
huwng phan, d&n khi tréi séng mdi mién cudng veé lai thé” gidi budn té nay.
T6i da sdng trong game, game giwr cho t6i song.

Thinh thoang t6i cling dwoc hdi tai sao lai quyét dinh viét ti€u thuyét,
toi cho d6 1a do anh hwdng cyce ki to 1on tor game. N&u t6i khong gip dwoc
game nhap vai, chic chin tdi s& khong viét tiéu thuyét. Pic biét, néu khong
c6 quing thoi gian ddm chim trong game nhdp vai trgc tuyé&n thi tdc pham
ra mét cta toi, “Hoa hong Maria” (Kadokawa Sneaker Bunko), chic chén
cling da chgng dwoc ra doi, va quyén sach nay ciing th&. Ngoai ra, né€u
khong doc nhirng ti€u thuy€t c6 dé tai vé game nhap vai nhw “Chién ki déo
Lodoss (Record of Lodoss War)” ciia Mizuno Ryou cung “Can K¢ tro tan va
thanh xuan” cia Benny Matsuyama thi gia st c6 tr¢’ thanh ti€u thuyét gia,
c6 1€ tdi cling s€ khong vi€t nhirng cudn ti€u thuy€t nhw thé nay. Tya cla
cudn sach nay, “Grimgar - Ao anh va tro tan”, t6i cling 18y y twdng tw “Céan
K€ tro tan va thanh xuan”, con tya ti€u thuy€t gdc ctia “Hoa h'ong Maria” 1a
“Chién ki hoa h'6ng Maria”. Téi di dwgrc dé€n diy chinh l1a nho' game nhip
vai, trong d6 c¢6 game nhdp vai trgc tuyén, da khoi goi 1én tri twdng twong
ma ciling cé thé’'la nhirng ao twdng, roi lai dwere nhirng ti€u thuyét li€én quan
mat thiét d&n game nhip vai din dwong chi 16i. Vi da qua rat lau roi, toi
cling da choi qua ra't nhi€éu game nhdp vai nén da khong con cé the choi



game v&i cam xudc nhwe “h'di d6” nira. Du vy, t6i van ludn khao khét gdp
dwoc mot game ¢ the mang t6i vé lai “hdi d6”. Khi ngdm lai nhitng cdm
gidc ciia “h'oi d6”, toi di viet nén cudn ti€u thuyét nay. Tdi tin chic ring
mot thé” gidi rong 1on, chra dwge bi€t d€n con dang mé rong & phia bén
kia. Trong twong lai, mién c6 co hdi, tdi sé ti€p tuc viét ti€u thuyét vé “h'o6i
de”.

L'an nay, toi xin cdm on ti tdn ddy long v&i bién tap vién K, ngwoi da
trao cho t6i cor hdi d6, hoa si Eiri Shirai, ngwoi da vé ra nhirng birc minh
hoa tuyét vori vira ¢6 cam gidc trong sudt, vira ¢6 khdng khi, vira ¢6 tinh
hién dai, vira dé thwong lai vira ngau, designer da bién cudn ti€u thuyét nay
thanh mot quyén sach hoan hao, ngoai ra con c¢6 nhirng nguwoi lién quan dén
viéc ch& tidc va budn ban cudn sach nay cung v&i cdc ban, nhirng nguoi
hién gio dang cam cudn sach nay trén tay. V&i mudn van tinh yéu thueong
va sy bi€t on tw trai tim, t6i mong s€ dwgc gap lai cac ban. Hom nay, t6i
xin dirng buit tai day.

Ao Jyumonji



] Lira chon (3Z#) va don ria (JE¥#E) trong tiéng Nhat c6 ciing cich
doc.

(2] C6 nghia 12 “t{ hon”.
131 Demon.

[4]' Choii chit tén ctia Kuzuoka. Trong ti€ng Nhat, tr “rac rudi” ciing
doc la kuzu.

[51 Bastard sword.

[6] Mig¢hg chin & tay ¢Am, phin cdn dao, ki€m vé&i ludi dao, ki€m
thanh hai phan riéng.

71 Tty tieng Nhat chi mot nét tinh cdch, throng 1 nhitng ngwdi khong
thanh that. Tsun d€ chi thai d6 ghé gom, khé chiu (¢6 ca treong hop bao
lwc) va dere d€ chi giai doan nhan vat tré nén ngai ngung, dang yéu, boc 16
mat phan tinh cdm thét.

[8] Kie'm truyén thdng ctia Nhat Ban, dai, hoi cong, c6 mot lwdi, rat
sac bén.

[T Kiéu téc dai cudn thanh lon, thwong goi 13 “téc day thirng chiu
Phi”.

[10] Nghia 12 mét c6 ba phan tring, chi ki€u mit ma nhin dwoc long
tring & bén dudi con nguoii.

[111' K& diét goblin.

121 Necromancer.

[13] Shaman.

[14] Role-playing game: Trd choi dién tk nhap vai.

[151 The loai game nhap vai ma nguwdi choi dién td hanh dong clia nhan
vat bang loi n6i dya theo luét cua tro choi. Theong sé ¢6 mot ngwoi nhan



vi tri chu tro (game master). Mot trong nhirng tira game noi bat cua dong
game nay la Dungeons & Dragons.
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