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Me to1 tin rﬁng tO01 s€ chét tré. Mua xuan nam 1987, vai tuan sau sinh
nhat Tan thir mwdi bon cla tdi, me bit dau 1am ca dém & Food World (Thé
gidi am thwce) vi ca dém ngwoi ta trd thém moi gior mot do la. Toi nglh mot
minh trong can nha tréng trai trong khi me nhan dién thoai dit hang va lo
ling vé tA't ca nhitng thir t6i t& ¢ the xay ra: Lo t6i mic nghen mén ga
vién chién thi sao? L& tdi trueot té trong khi tdm thi sao? L& tdi quén tit 10
va can nha sé no tung trong mdt tran hda hoan kinh hoang thi sao? Cr mwoi
gio t01, me s€ goi dién xem tdi da lam xong bai tdp va khoa ctra trirde chura,
d6i khi ba dén do t6i ki€m tra hé thdng bdo khéi, chi 1a phong ho’ thoi.

Tbdi tha'y minh 1a dita hoc trd 1&'p chin may mén nhat. M&i dém, hai dira
ban t6i, Alf va Clark, déu dén nha t6i, hao hirng an mung ty do mdi ¢
dworc ctia toi. Ching tdi xem ti vi hang gio, pha hang ma'y lit sira 1ic, ngdn
banh Pop-Tart va pizza bagel d€n phét ngan thi théi. Ching t6i choi nhirng

van game Rick va Monopoly kéo dai d€n may ngay, va bao gio tan cudc



dira nao thua cling noi gidn ha't ban co khdi ban. Chiing tdi mda miéng noi
vé am nhac va phim anh; hao hing tranh luan riang ai s& 12 ngwoi chién
thing: Rocky Balboa hay Freddy Krueger? Bruce Springsteen hay Billy
Joel? Magnum P.I. hay T. J. Hooker hay MacGyver? Mdi dém troi qua nhuw
mot bira tiec ngd* vay, va tdi nghi ring khoadng thoi gian tuyét voi niy sé
khong bao gio’ két thic.

Tiéc ngd (nguyén tac: “slumber party”) tirc mot budi tiéc vui choi kéo
dai thdu dém nhan mdt dip nao d6 va tré con thwong ngd chung & nha
nguwoi to chire tiéc.

C6 nghia 12 “Vong quay may mén”. O Viét Nam 12 trd choi “Chiéc nén
ky diéu” ctia Pai Truyén hinh Viét Nam, dworc mua ban quyén tw chwong
trinh “Wheel of Fortune”.

Nhwng sau d6, trén to tap chi Playboy c¢6 dang nhirng tim hinh ctua
Vanna White, ngwoi dAn chwong trinh “Wheel of Fortune”* ma t0i si mé
dén cudng dai, va moi thi bit dau thay doi.

Alf thd’y to tap chi triedre tién, né chay hoc toc tw sap bdo Zelinsky vé d€
k& cho chiing t6i nghe. Clark va t6i dang ng'6i trén sofa trong phong khach,
xem top 20 video d&€m ngwoe cia MTV thi Alf ddm Sdm vao tw ctra treede.

“Mong cd 2y ngay trén trang bia!” N6 thé hon hén.

“Mong ai?” Clark hdi. “Trang bia gi vay?”

Alf nga sap trén san, dm chét hai bén swon va thd doc: “Vanna White.
To Playboy. Tao vira tha'y mot ban, va mong cd &y & ngay trang bia.”

R6 Ia tin s6t déo, “Wheel of Fortune” la chwong trinh noi ti€ng nha't
trén truyén hinh, ngwoi dn chwong trinh Anna White 12 niém ty hao cida
ca nwdc, cO gai tinh 1€ dén to Myrtle Beach, nhanh chéng néi ti€ng nho
may man khi 14t & chit trong mdt cudc thi gidi d& 6 chir. Tin tic Vé nhing

btrc anh trén to Playboy da phu kin nhitng dong tit cda cac to bao kho nhod



phét hanh & siéu thi: VANNA PANG RAT SOC VA NHUC NHA, thtra
nhan cdc BUC HINH HO HANG d6 dwoc chup trude ddy va chic chén
khong phéi cho to’ Playboy. Co &y da d€ trinh mot vu kién 5,2 triéu d6 d€
ngwrng phat tdn cac birc hinh nay, va by gio’ - sau nhiéu thang rdm ran d6n
doan va ngo vuyec - tap chi &y cudi cung cling 1én sap.

“DP6 la diéu dang kinh ngac nha't tao twng thay”, Alf ti€p tuc. N6 nhay
1én mot cdi gh&, bit chude dang diéu clia Vanna trén to bia. “Co 'y dang
ng'6i bén khung ctra, nhw thé nay phai khong? Va cd &y dang nhwdong ra
ngoai. Nhw theé’ dang xem thoi ti€t nhi? Chi ¢6 diéu cd6 &y khong mic
quan!”

“Khong th€ nao”, Clark néi.

Ba dra ching t6i sdng trong mot khu nha, sau nhiéu nam chiing t6i biét
AIf ra't thich 161 cwong diéu. Nhu T4n né néi John Lennon bi 4m sét bing
mot khau sing mdy. Trén ndc toa nha Empire State.

“Tao thé trén mang me tao”, Alf ndi, gio tay 1én nhw dang thé trudc
Chua. “N€u tao néi 1o, me tao s€ bi may kéo can.”

Clark kéo tay n6 xudng: “May khong nén néi nhirng di€éu nhw thé’. Me
may that may mén vi ba 4y van con song.”

“A, me may thi nhw cira hing McDonald &y, Alf biing tay. “Ba ta chiéu
long ty ty khach hang.”

“Me tao?” Clark héi. “Sao may 16i me tao vao day?”

Alf cai lai: “Me may thi gidng nhw thdt mon khic con cau vay. Ba Tan
hanh kinh m¢i thay bang mot Ian.” N6 nhw mdt cuén bach khoa vEé tro dua
“Me may...”, va ddy la mic tréu dua nhe nhdt cia né. “Me may nhu mot
tiém thit nwdng ki€u Nhat ay...”

Clark ném cai gdi tyra tring mat Alf. Alf noi dién, ném tra that manh,

nhwng khong tring Clark ma tring ly nwde Pepsi cla toi. Bot ga va soda



loang day tham.

“Chét tiét!” Alf hoang ho't, bd dén lau don. “Tao xin 161, Billy.”

“Khong sao”, toi n6i. “La’y khan gid'y ra day.”

Lam 1&n chuyén cling cha cé ich gi. Khong phai t6i mudn da Alf va
Clark d€ tim vai dira ban m&i y t&r hon hai dira chiing né. Chin thang trudre,
ba dwra tdi d€n treong va xem dam ban hoc gi dau vao cac mdn thé thao,
cau lac bd hay b6 mon hoc thuat nao dé. Nhwng ching téi chi di vong
quanh, vi thdy chaalng cai nao phu hop.

Trong dam 1&p chin, t6i 1a dira cao nha't, nhung t6i khong thudc loai cao
khée; t6i clr 140 ddo quanh treong nhe mét chi hwou cao ¢6 con, chian gay
tro’ xwong, hai canh tay kheamg khiu, nhr dang cho’ phan con lai cda co’ the
14p vao vay. Alf lun hon, vAm chic hon, nhiéu m6 héi hon va khd s& vi
tring tén v&i nhan vat ngoai hanh tinh noi ti€ng trén truyén hinh - mot con
181 cao chirng mt mét trong chwong trinh hai nhon trén kénh NBC. Ca hai
déu mang vé bi hiem. Ca hai tén Alf déu giong nhw ga khong I'6 vay, mii
to, mit nhd va sdng, téc nau bu xii. Ngay dén gido vién cia chiing tdi cling
diia rang ho nhin nhw sinh ddi vay.

Vi nhirtng nhwoe di€m 16 16 &Yy, Alf va toi bi€t 1a ching t6i khong the bi
dwoe voi Clark. Mdi séng, nd ra khdi giwong nhin nhw ngwoi ndi ti€ng
xud't hién trén tap chi Tiger Beat. N6 vam v& v&i mdi téc vang lwon séng,
cip mét sdu xanh biéc va lan da hoan hao. May c6 nang trong khu mua sim
hé trong tha’y Clark bwdc dén thi hd hdc m6m nhw thé né 1a River Phoenix
hay Kiefer Sutherland* khong bang - cho d&n khi ho dén di gan d€ thay
céi cang clia né, ho s& 14p tiec quay di chd khac. Mot khuy&t tit bam sinh
quai g& da ndi cdc ngdn trén ban tay trdi ctia Clark thanh mot thir giong
nhuw cang cua mau h'ong. V& co ban 12 v dung - né cé th€ nim mé duwoc

ban tay nhwng khong the€’ cam vit gi to va ning hon mét to tap chi. Clark



thé khi mwoi tdm tudi, dii phai ton ca triéu do, nd van quyé&t tim mdt bac si
tach roi cac ngoén tay ra. Cho dén khi dé, né ti€p tuc sdng cidi dau va gidu
cai cang vao trong tdi d€ tranh sy chd y cua ngwoi khac. Ching t6i biét
Clark phai sdng doc than ca doi, n6 sé chzamg tim dwgrc mot co ban gdi bang
xwong bang thit ndo trén qua dit ndy nén né c¢an Vanna White trén to
Playboy hon ai hét.

Céc tai tir noi ti€ng Hollywood.

“C6 hinh ¢6 &y & to’ gép gitra khong nhi?” N6 hoi.

“Tao khong bi€t nwa”, Alf dap. “«O sap Zelinsky né dwoc bay trén giad
ddng sau quiy thu tién. K& bén ké thudc 14. Tao khong lai g4n d6 dworc.”

“May khong mua a?” T6i héi.

Alf khit mai: “ff, tao chi d&n Zelinsky va hdi mua mét to' Playboy. Loc
sdu goi thudc. Ca 6ng di€u nira, tai sao khong chir? May dién a?”

Ching t6i déu biét 1a khong nén hdi mua to Playboy. Mua dia nhac rock
da khé 18m roi, Jerry Falwell d canh bdo vé nhirng 4nh hudng xau, con
Tipper Gore khuyén cdo cac bac phu huynh vé nhirng ca tir mang tinh kich
dong. Khong nguoi ban hang nao & My di ban to Playboy cho mot dira tré
muoi bon tudi ca.

“Howard Stern bao nhirng birc hinh qua ra't dang kinh ngac”, Clark giai
thich. “Ong &y néi ta c6 the tha’y cdn canh ca bd ngyc khing. Hai ti, 61 ddn
sita, d6 1a cad mdt tdc pham nghé thuat.”

“On dén sita?” Toi hoi.

“Ong dén chiv”, Clark stra lai.

“Quang h'ong quanh ti ay”, Alf giai thich.

Clark lic dau: “P6 12 nim, ngdc a! Ong dan sira 12 phan 16m vio cda ti.

Noi ma stra chdy ra.”



“Ti khong 1om”, Alf véc lai.

“Chéc chén ¢6”, Clark khaamg dinh. “Thé& nén ching rd't nhay cam.”

Alf kéo 4o thun, d€ 16 khudén ngyc va céi bung nhao nheo: “Cua tao thi
sao? Chung c6 10m khong?”

Clark che mit: “CA't di. Lam on!”

“Ti cia tao khong 16m”, Alf khang khang.

Chung lu6n tranh nhau xem dra nao bi€t nhi€u vé lii con gdi hon. Alf
gianh vi tri d6 vi n6 c6 ba chi gadi. Clark thi c¢6 dwg'c moi thong tin tv ABZ
of Love, cudn cam nang gioi tinh ky la cia Pan Mach ma né tim tha’y trong
ngin @6 16t chia bd né. Toi ching ganh dua v&i hai dia ching né. TAt ca
nhirng gi t6i bi€t 1a t6i cha biét gi ca.

Cudi cung cling dén bay rwei va chwong trinh “Wheel of Fortune” 1€n
séng. Alf va Clark van dang cdi nhau vé 6'ng dan stra nén toi ting Am lwgng
ti vi. Vi trong nha chi c6 chiing t6i, '6n co’ nao chéng dworc.

“Hay nhin treong quay nao, rd't nhiéu gidi thwdng hap din dang cho
quy vi! Nhitng mén hang mdi tuyét voi va thi vi 1am sao!” Mbi tip déu bét
dau nhw vy, Charlie O’Donnell gi¢i thi€éu nhirng phan qua khing nhat
trong budi tdi d6. “Mot chuyén du lich vong quanh th€ gidi, mdt chiéc
dong h'6 Thuy Si dzamg cAp va ca chiéc bon tim Jacuzzi m&i cdu! Giai
thudng trj gid hon tdm muoi 1im ngan d6 dang cho ngwdi chién thing cta
tro choi ‘“Wheel of Fortune’!”

May quay quét ngang can phong day céc tui d0, nha thuyén va may xay
thire pham. Va Vanna White, cao mét bay nang nam muwoi hai ky s€ trung
gidi thwdng 1o'n nhat, chi€c 4o khoac 16ng séc sin-sin tri gid mwoi hai ngan
dd. Alf va Clark di thoi cdi nhau, ba ching tdi huwéng mét vé phia man
hinh. Khéng nghi ngo gi ntra, Vanna la ngwoi phu nie dep nhi't nwdec My.

Hin ban ¢6 the néi Michelle Pfeiffer c6 doi mét dep hon, Kathleen Turner



c6 cdp gio ngon hon hay Heather Locklear c6 hinh thé bdc Itva hon. Nhung
ching t6i da ton tho’ ngbi dén ctia C6 nang Nha bén*. Vanna White mang
vé tinh khoi va ngdy tho hon ta't ca nhirng cd gai khac.
C6 nang Nha bén (nguyén tac: “The Girl Next Door”) la cum tw chi céac
0 géi c6 phong cach dé thwong va than thién ma ban c6 th€ gdp hing ngay.
Clark lai gan to1 va dung cai cang go vao dau go1 toi. “Ngay mai tao sé
dén sap Zelinsky”, né néi. “Tao mudn tdn mét nhin trang bia 4y.”

Tbi néi theo: “Tao s& di v&i may”, nhng mét van khong roi man hinh.
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Chiing t6i song & Wetbridge, cach phia tdy dao Staten nam dam, trong
mdt khu vue dia 1y dwore bi€t d€n nhw phan nach cua ti€u bang New Jersey
theo cdch ndi giéu nhai. Chd ching tdi c6 nha mdy va céc khu loc dau,
nhirng con séng d nhiém va giao thdng un tic, nhitng ngdi nha mot ho gia
dinh chen chic nhau va rd't nhi€u nha tho Thién Chda gido. Mudn mua thi
gi thi phdi xudng “khu phd™, khu hai didy nha day cac ctra hang nho 1& k&
bén nha ga. Dudi ph6 ¢6 mot tiém ban xe dap, mot tiém thd cung, mot
cong ty 1ir hanh va chirng sdu ctra hang quan 4o0. May nguwoi chd clia nhirng
chd nay 1am &n ra't phat dat sud't nhirng nim 50 va 60, nhwng dén ndm 1987
ho thoi thép dan, budc phai déng ctra tredc sy canh tranh ctia nhirng khu
mua sam m&i moc 1én. C4 ngay tdi thda thich phéng xe dap doc theo 187 vé
dwdng, vi chang 6 ai di mua sim ngéng duomng ca.

Ctra hang ban may danh chtr va van phong pham cua Zelinsky la tiém

duy nhat trong phd ¢ bén tap chi Playboy. N6 nim ddi dién nha ga trén



dwong Market, tdoa nha gach hai tAng v&i nhirng chi€c may danh chir ¢O
bén bau ctra. M4i hién trén cira ra vao gin bién quang cdo “Sach hwdng din
* PO dién t¢ * Ruy biang * Dung cu stta chira”, nhwng lgii nhudn cda
Zelinsky chil y&u tir sap bdo ngay bén trong ctra trieére. Ong ta ban thudc 14,
bdo va ca phé néng cho ngudi di 1am voi bat chuyén tu budi sang.

Bon t6i chdng xe 1én nhau bén vé dwong, Clark vao trong d€ xdc nhin
ciu chuyén caa Alf. N6 tré¢ ra ngay, mat dd bung, trong ¢6 vé chodng vang.

“May thay n6 khong?” To6i hoi. “May sao the?”

Clark gat dau: “N6 nim trén cdi gid ngay sau mdy tinh tién. Gidng nhw
Alf n6i.”

“Va mong cd ay ngay trén trang bia”, Alf thém vao.

“Va mong cd &y ngay trén trang bia”, Clark xac nhén.

Chiing tdi ng6i phét xuéng gh€” d€ ban chi€n thuat. Lic dé la ba rudi
chiéu va bén ngoai troi that dé chiu, d6 1a ngdy A'm 4p nha't trong nim, he
sip dén roi.

“Tao biét phai 1am gi r6i”, Alf néi. N6 ddo mét nhin d& ddm bio xung
quanh khong c6 ai nghe thd’y. “Ching ta s€ mwdn ai d6 mua nd.”

“Mudn ai d6?” Toi hoi.

“To tap chi gida bon dd, ching ta cén ba to. Vay tong cong la muoi hai
d6. Nhwng chiing ta sé trd ai d6 hai mwoi d6 d€ mua ching. Ching ta c6 to
Playboy, con nguoi ta loi tdm d6 roi. Chi ¢6 viéc mua ma'y to tap chi!”

Alf n6i nhw the day 1a mot sang ki€n tuyét voi, gidng nhw nd vira &p no
ra k€ hoach cwdp vang tir Fort Knox vay. Nhung khi t6i va Clark nhin xung
quanh dwong chinh, ching t6i déu thd’y nhirng ba me day xe day tré em va
may nguwoi gia cho' xe buyt.

“MAay nguoi nay thi khong dwore 1617, tdi noi.



“MAaYy nguoi nay khong dwge”, Alf sira lai, con nhdn nhd. “Ching ta chi
can kién nhan cho ding ngwdi dén. K& hoach Vanna hoan toan dwa vao sy
kién nhin day.”

Alf 1a dira dau téu ta't ca trdo nghich ngog'm cua bon t6i, nhw K& hoach
Ngum nwéce 1én (ching t6i trdm may cudn bing cat-sét bang nhitng lon
soda hai lit tw ctra hang 7-Eleven), K& hoach Ké kho hoang gia (chiing toi
ph4 hdng mot nha vé sinh trong tredng hoc bang phdo hoa M-80). Alf rit
phan khich khi ph4 luat va thich thirc nguwdi 1on. Khi d@@ nhim muc tiéu
nao thi né s€ theo dudi hang tuan v&i sy quy€t tdm Ii lgm. Nhw me t6i canh
bdo, moi thir chi 1a vin dé thoi gian thoi cho dén khi Alf bi tdng giam hay
chét.

Chidng t6i ng6i tum lai, nhin dong xe hoi lwdt qua dwong Market, cham
chi vao tirng ngwoi di dwong. Ching t6i nhat tri phai 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng
- nhung do 1a van deé, chéng c6 6ng nao di qua Wetbridge lic ba reoi chiéu
ca. Ho déu ban di lam. Mbi khi ¢c6 mot ga ti€n dén, chiing tdi s&é bia 1y do
khude to ngwoi do:

“Nhin hén tré qud.”

“Trong ga gia qua.”

“Nhin thwong qua.”

“Trong clr nhw thay tu gia danh vay.”

Lai Ia Alf, gia dinh né theo dao Thién Chda va né luén canh bao bon t6i
vé nhirng thay tu gid danh, nhirng ga sung dao mic thwong phuc va am
tham di tuan tra @ Wetbridge d€ tim nhirng tén gy rdi. Clark va toi déu
cho rang diéu d6 that nhdm nhi, chwra ¢6 cudn tir dién hay cudn bach khoa
hay quyén sach nao trong thw vién dé cap dén “thay tu gia danh” d6 ca. Alf

ctr khiing khing ring s& di diéu d6 khong c6 trong sach vé vi ddy 1a mot bi



mat. N6 néi nhirng thay tu nay sdng trong bong t6i va hoan toan an danh,
tuan theo gi&i luat nghiém khéc cfia Vatican.

Bon tdi ng'6i trén bing gh& chic khodng hon mot gior, Clark bt dAu mat
kién nhin. “Thit vong qud”, né ndi. “Dén tiém Video City thdi. Chiing ta
c6 th€ mwdn phim Kramer vs. Kramer.”

“Lai nwa”, Alf néi.

“Tha vy con hon 1a ng'6i diy ca dém”, Clark bao.

Video City ki€m tra chitrng minh thw va t chdi cho mwdén nhitng b
phim ddn mac R v&i vi thanh nién dwedi mwoi bay tudi. Nhung Clark da tim
trong kho va phat hién mdt lwong 16n phim gin mac PG nhung lai tran
ngép hinh dnh phu ntr 4n mdc méat mé: Barry Lyndon, Barbarella, Swamp
Thing. Phim hay nhat trong s& d6 la Kramer vs. Kramer, doat giai Oscar
danh cho Phim xuit sic nhat nim 1979 v&i Dustin Hoffman va Meryl
Streep dong chinh. Mot cAu chuyén vEé hai ngwoi 1on ly hon, phim bu6n
ngd kinh khing nén ching t6i luoén tua nhanh d&n di€m phiit thir b6n muwoi
tw, khi Dustin Hoffman budc ra khdi giwong, di vao nha tim sau cudc tinh
mot d&m néng bdng. Nhirng gi ti€p theo la ndim muwoi ba gidy rot ca quai
ham v&i man khda than hoan toan ctia nir chinh dwoe quay twe nhiéu géc do.
Bon t6i thué phim nay ca ta I'an r'6i, nhung chwa bao gio xem qua mdt phit
dé.

“Tao chan ngdy Kramer vs. Kramer roi”, Alf noi.

“Con tao thi phat ngd’y phai ngdi trén cdi ghé€ nay ro6i”, Clark néi.
“Chﬁng al giap chung ta dau. K& hoach Vanna tan tanh roi.”

“Xe cO bat dau nhon 1&n r'oi d6”, tdi chi tay. “Pei thém chiit nira di.”

Chiéu mudn, c&¢ mwoi lam phit s€ ¢6 mot chuyén xe Itra, n6 nha ra hang
td gd hanh khach nom & dd tudi thich hop, hdu hét bon ho déu khoac ao

choang va mang cédp tap. Ho Iwdt nhw bay qua tiém Zelinsky trén dwong rovi



khéi ga va chi ¢ vai ngwoi vao trong tiém mua thudc 1a va vé cao. Nhung
bon t6i nhin ho diéu qua ma chaamg néi dwgc 1o nao. Ching toi chzaing the’
nho ho gidp do. Trong ho ¢6 vé dao mao qua the.

“Co 1€ chiing ta nén bod cudc”, toi dé nghi.

“Cam on”, Clark noi.

Nhung Alf da chi sang con dwong hwdng vEé phia nha ga. “Kia kia”, né
néi. “Ga dé.”

Xuat hién trong dam ddng nhirng ngwoi mic quan do chinh €, mot ga
trai mic quan bo cit ngdn, 40 so' mi da dd, deo ciip kinh rim hiéu Ray-Ban.
T6i c6 cam gidc da tuwng thd’y gd & dau do, c6 1€ 1a loanh quanh trong khu
dd xe chia ddy ctra hang rweou Wetbridge. Ga ¢6 madi tc gidng Billy Idol,
nhudm tring va vudt thglng.

“Nhin... ddng nghi qua”, to1 noi.

“Pang nghi cang t6t”, Clark néi. “Ching ta can ngwoi nhw thé’.”

“Xin 10i quy 6ng!” Alf goi.

Ga 1ap tc quay sang bon t6i, cir nhw ngay nao ciing ¢c6 mi’y dira nhéc
mudi bon tudi vAy tay goi ga. Bong kinh rAm che mat bi€u 10 trén gwong
mat ctia ga, nhung it ra ching t6i cling tha'y dwoc ga dang mim cuoi.

“Gi the¢’ ma’y nhéc?”

Alf chia ra hai mwoi d6: “Anh mua gidp bon em maYy to Playboy dwoc
khong?”

Gia ngoac miéng cwoi. “Vanna White!” Ga ndi vé hi€u biét. “Anh cé
nghe néi d&€n ma’y biec anh d6!”

“Ba tor 1a mwoi hai d6”, Alf gidi thich. “Anh cé the gitr tién thwa.”
“B& khi, mdy dira déch can tra cdng cho anh dau. Coi nhw anh lam

khong cong.”



Bon t6i trd mét nhin gi vé hoai nghi.

“Anh n6i that chix?” Alf hoi.

“Tat nhién, anh 1&n 1én & ddy. Tén anh la Jack Camaro, gidéng tén chiéc
xe 4y.” G bét tay v&i ting dira bon tdi, hét nhur ban cii gdp nhau vdy. “Vui
vi anh gitp dwoc may dira. Ma ma’y dira c6 ¢an gi niva khdng? Penthouse?
Thudc 14? Hay 1a Bartles & Jaymes™*?”

Bartles & Jaymes la dong san pham rwou vang & My.

Alfred ddi mwoi hai d6 vao tay ga: “Chi ¢an ba to’ Playboy thoi.”

“Bon em ra't bi€t on”, t6i ndi v&i ga. “Cam on anh.”

“Ba to Playboy”, Jack Camaro ldp lai. “Khong thanh vain dé. My nhéc
clr ng'6i day.”

G4 budce vao tiém Zelinsky, con ba dita bon tdi nhin chdm chim theo g3,
miéng ha hoc. Gidng nhw 1a bon tdi da tri€u h'6i duwge than dén do di€u
tuan theo moi y twdng va ménh 1€nh cua bon tdi vay. Vai phit sau, Jack
Camaro ra khdi tiém va quay tré lai chd bon t0i, tay vAn cAm mu¢i hai do.

“Anh vira c6 mdt y tedng dién ro”, gi néi. “MA’y dira c6 chic ba ban 1a
du?”

“Vay la nhiéu r'6i”, toi noi.

“Mbi dira mot ban 1a dwoc”, Alf noi.

“Nghe nay”, Jack Camaro néi ti€p. “Anh cd ring nhitng tén nhéc méi
16n trong trrong cia may dira rat mudn xem may birc hinh nay. Néu mua
thém vai tor, ma’y dira c¢6 th€ ban bao nhiéu cling dwgrc.”

Bon t6i nhan ra diéu ky diéu trong 1oi @€ nghi d6 va ca dam lap tirc ban
tinh. Hau hét bon dyc rya hoc cuing 1op s€ vui vé chi mwoi hay mwoi 1am,

tham chi 1a hai mwoi d6 d€ s& htru nhirng tAm hinh ctia Vanna White cho



riéng ching. Jack Camaro bao ching t6i nén cho thué nhirng to’ tap chi nay
v&i gid mot hay hai @6 mdi dém, ki€u nhw cho thué phim tai Video City.

“Anh ding thiét 1a thién tai!” Clark thét Ién.

Jack Camaro nhun vai: “Anh la dan lam an ma. Anh di tim ki€m co hdi.
Pay goi la quy luat cung cau.”

Bon t61 luc lao trong ti, doc hét s§ tieén con lai - thém dworec hai muoi
tdm do6 ntra. Jack Camaro c6 th€ mua mwoi to voi gid bdn muwoi d6, nhung
bon t6i nai ni ga gitr lai mdt to’ coi nhw phi dich vu.

“The” thi hao phéng qua”, ga néi.

“DPé la ditu t6i thi€u bon em cé the’lam”, Alf nai ni.

Ga cam tién di vao ctra hang, bon tdi quay lai bdng gh&. Bdng chdc
twong lai cia bon t6i ngdp tran hy vong va co’ hoi. Nho' Jack Camaro gitp
do, ta't ca bon tdi c6 th€ tré thanh nhirng tay kinh doanh.

“Va ki€m dwore mot khoan kéch xu!” Alf thét 1omn.

“Khoan da nao”, Clark néi. “Pwng kich dong qua nhw vay.” N¢ thic
giuc bon t6i phai khon ngoan va dau tw vao may to tap chi - khong chi
Playboy ma con Penthouse, Hustler, Gallery va Oui. “Tao s€ mua hang tram
to’. N&u bon minh ¢é da kho chira thi ¢ h6t hét ma’y thir d6 vé!”

Alf phan bua k& hoach mua mot chi€c Ford Mustang, Clark néi s€ tra
phi cho ca phiu thuit cét bd cdi cang, con tdi s& gitp me tra céc loai chi phi
de ba khdng phai lo sudt ngay.

Nhirng gid’c mo nhw thé cir kéo dai chirng sdu hay bay phiit gi d6.

“MOot Iic r'oi nhi?” Cudi cung Clark 1€n ti€ng.

“Gio cao di€m”, Alf 1y sy. “Tiém dang dong khach.”

Nhung chiing t6i da d€ mét trong cdnh ctra ra vao sudt thoi gian d6 va

khong c6 mdng khach nao vao ra can nha 8.



“Hay anh ta 1a mot thdy tu gia trang”, t6i néi. “Khong chwng anh ta va
tiém Zelinsky dang goi cho Vatican.”

Alf quay sang t6i, vé tirc gian: “Ding that roi, Billy! May khong nghe
néi dé€n vi may tén thay tu gia danh khong mudn cong khai danh tinh,
nhuwng di€u do c6 that!”

“Binh tinh nao”, Clark nhe nhang néi.

Ching t6i d&m dén mot tram Tan mississippi trwedre khi day Clark vao
ctra tiém d€ diéu tra. N6 hira s€ khong ndi hay lam gi anh huwdng dén ké&
hoach. Chi don gian 1a né sé diéu tra danh tinh Jack Camaro va tr¢ vé bao
cdo tinh hinh. N6 bi€n mat sau canh ctra. Alf va t6i dirng bat dong trong
mdt ldc. Kim gidy trén chi€c dong h'é Swatch cta tdi tich dd mot phuit, r'oi
mot phut ti€p theo, va mot phit ntra. Chiing t6i khong hé cya dong. Ching
toi chi nhin canh ca, cho Clark trd lai.

“Co gi do sai sai”, Alf n6i.

“Chéc chin 1a c6 gi sai sai roi”, Clark phu hoa.

B4t thinh linh n6 ding phia sau ching t6i, nhwv Doug Henning hay
David Copperfield vira chudn khéi chiéc hop bi khoa.

Alf xoay mdt vong: “Gi th€" nay? May lam sao thé?”
“C6 mot cai ctra hau, ngd'c a. Tui may ¢6 the’ dau xe sau lung tiém.”
“Thé& Jack Camaro dau?” Toi hdi.

Cau héi cua tdi 1an vao khong khi khi sy that 16 ra. Jack Camaro da bién
mat ti 1au r6i v&i bdn mueoi d6 cudm dwore. Gidc mo' 1am kinh doanh cta
ching t6i va tién @0 tai chinh da troi theo dong nwdc xuéng bdn cau. Ba
dira bon tdi chi con mot @6 ndim muwei hai xu, chwa da d€ thué mot bd phim.

“Kramer vs. Kramer nira ha?” Clark hoi.

Chung t61 vac x4c dén Video City.
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300 REM ¥* TRANSFER CHARACTER SET ***
310 PRINT “SETTING UP THE GAME...“

320 PRINT “PLEASE WAIT...“

330 POKE 56334,0

340 POKE 1,51

350 FOR ADDRESS=2048 TO 6143

360 POKE ADDRESS,PEEK(ADDRESS+51200)
370 NEXT ADDRESS

380 POKE 1,55 POKE 56334,125

390 RETURN

m

Truwdc khi ti€p tuc cau chuyén, t6i muén dwng lai va k€ véi moi nguoi
Ve tr0 Pdnh bai coi db cung Christie Brinkley. Day 1a tro choi dién té ma
chiing t6i choi trén chi€c mdy tinh Commodore 64, gid 1ap dwa mot nguoi
da'u v&i mot siéu mau trong trod choi xi t6° ndm cdy. Chiéc mdy déng vai
Christie Brinkley, ngwoi phu nir dep nha't qua dat tredc khi Vanna White
xud't hién, va cd 4y déng & gitra man hinh sudt trd choi. Mdi khi ¢ 4y mat
mot 14 bai, 40 hay vay hay nit nguc s€ bi€n ma't; muc ti€u la cdi hét dwoc
quan 4o clia c¢d Ay trude khi cd 4y ddnh thiang ta. Piéu tuyét nha't vé trd
Ddnh bai céi do cung Christie Brinkley nay la ta khong th€ mua dwoc né tw
bat ky ctra hang nao ca. T6i va lil ban la nhitng ngwoi hi€m hoi ting choi
tro nay. B€ choi dwge nd, téi da phai ty g6 hang tram dong mat ma BASIC
vao may tinh.

Alf thich méc mia trdo nay don gidn qud. T6i tao ra Christie Brinkley

bang cdch dung cic ky tw ASCII - t§ hop cdc ddu chAm va ky hiéu todn



hoc - nén c6 &y chi don gian 1a mot bi€u twong hinh que.
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To6i bi€t t6i da khong tao ra dwgre mot tdc pham nhw Mona Lisa, nhung
du sao tdi cling rat ty hao vé tro choi nay. T6i da danh hang tuan de day
cho mdy tinh phan biét thé nao la doi, sap va thung pha sanh. Tham chi toi
con tim dwgc cdch khién nhitng 14 bai ngiu nhién dai dién cho mot 14 khéc.
Alf chealng coi tro nay ra gi. NO ché Christie Mdy tinh gidng bé gai chuwa
phat tri€n, ¢6 &y tham chi con khong c6 co tay.

“Chéan co 2y clng ch:fmg dai”, Alf phan nan. “Co6 &y khong udn éo gi
ca.”

“Y may 12 can xirng?” Tdi héi.

“Dung vay. Qua t¢!”

Tdi ¢ 1o di 101 chi trich ctia Alf. Toi tw nhic ban than minh rang né
chfmg bi€t gi v€ lap trinh tro choi dién tr ca - chrflng dra ban hoc nao cla

toi bi€t. Treong bon tdi ¢c6 mot phong thi nghiém ddy cac may tinh TRS-80



mai toanh, nhwng ddy l1a nam 1987 va chealng gido vién nao bi€t vé chung.
Ho dung mdy d€ day ky nang danh mdy va luyén tap tw veng.

Hau hét bon tré khong ¢é mdy tinh tai nha. Tdi may mén hon bon nd.
Me t61 gianh dwgc chi€c mdy Commodore 64 trong mot cudc thi tai cOng ty
Ti€t ki€m va cho vay Wetbridge. Ngay dau khi me dem né vé nha, t61 nghi
do 1a mot chi€c may choi game that ngau - bd tang ap dong co’ Atari 2600.
Nhung sau khi gdn moi thit vao v&i nhau va doc cAm nang st dung, toi 14y
lam bat ngo khi biét chi€c mdy Commodore 64 cho phép minh tu tao ra tro
choi - nhitng cudc du hanh khong gian, nhirng tran chi€n ky o, nhirng man
dua xe, bat ctr thir gi minh mu6n. Cir nhw thé t6i hoan toan bj hit vao ndé.

Trong khi thay cd cua tdi cir day nhirng phwong trinh dai s6 va cudc
Cach mang MY, téi ng0i trong géc 16p, 1én doc cudn Hwong dan ldp trinh
mdy tinh Commodore va v& nhirng birc anh 8-bit trén gid’y k& 6. T6i theo
d6i nhirng tap chi li€n quan dén s¢ thich day cac ma BASIC (FOR X=1020
TO 1933 STEP 3) ma nguwoi doc ¢ th€ go true ti€p 1én may. Toi thwong
thirc d€n mot, hai gio sang d€ nhdp chwong trinh. P6 1a céng viéc cham
chap, chan ngét, nhung mdi chrong trinh day cho tdi ddi diéu mdi mé va
doi khi t6i chép nhirng dong ma vao tro choi cla riéng t6i. Chi cé hai dira
Alf va Clark dwoc choi tro choi do chinh tdi tao ra va Pdnh bai coi do
cung Christie Brinkley la tro choi tham vong nha't cta t6i cho dén nay - tro
choi to1 ty lam va dwore bon n6 chap nhan.

“Pau ti la nhirng s& 0!” Alf phan nan. “DP¢6 la phan t€ nhat. Ai mudn
choi cdi tro danh bai c¢di @6 cung v&i & Christie Brinkley ¢6 bo nguce 1a
nhitng con s& 0 kia chi? It ra may ciing lam cho né tron ti chi¥?”

Vai ngay sau sy vu Jack Camaro, bon t6i dang tu tdp quanh chi€c may

tinh trong phong t6i, nd'c RC Cola v&i cam gidc chan phéo.



“Tao c6 th€ doi chiing thanh nhirng da'u hoa thi”, t6i d€ nghi, nhwng Alf
va Clark cho rang d4'u hoa thij trong con té hon.

“Dep di, Billy”, Alf bao. “Choi tro khac.”

N6 18y dia mém ra khoi & dia. To6i c& ging chup 147y cdi dia truedc khi né
c6 th€ tha’y cdi nhan, nhwng khong kip r'oi. N6 doc 1én:

DANH BAI COT PO CUNG CHRISTIE BRINKLEY
TAO RA BOT WILLIAM MARVIN
BAN QUYEN © 1987 CONG TY PHAN MEM PLANET WILL

Alf doc nhan dia réi khit miii.

“William Marvin?” N6 héi.

T61 dd mat: “Tén tao d6.”

“Cai gi, gidng nhw William Shakespeare 4?7

Clark treon dén d€ xem: “Cong ty Phan mém Planet Will 1a gi thé?”

“Cong ty cua tao”, toi ndi.

Alf ceoi 1n hon: “Céng ty ctia may?”

D6 12 y twdng nghe khong dén ndi nao nhwng dén khi ¢6 ai d6 néi 1on ra
thi ng6'c khong ta dworc.

“Pwng ban tdm”, t6i noi.

Nhung Alf nhur vira dwgre hdm néng 1én. N6 nhiin nhdy khip ciin phong
ngu bé teo cua toi, chi vao nhirng td'm hinh ctia Spuds MacKenzie va maYy
em ngudi mau 4o tim. “Pay 1a vin phong tip doan ctia may a? Tao lam
tong giam doc dworc khong?”

“Tro dua cda tao thodi”, t6i néi véi nd. “Tao vi€t 1én nhan cho vui &y

N9

ma.



C6 vé khong thuy&t phuc Alf 18m nén tdi tim cach danh lac huéng né -
18y to Sports Illustrated nim 1987 phién ban 4o tim - ném vao ngudi né.
“Xem trang 98 di. Kathy Ireland dang du dwa trén moét s¢i day leo, nhw
Tarzan day.”

Pénh lac hwong thanh cong - Alf xem to’ tap chi va khong choc gheo toi
ntra - toi thd'y nhe cd ngwoi. Du né va Clark 1a hai dira ban than nhét cta
t0i nhwng t0i van chwra néi cho ching né nghe k& hoach bi mat cia minh 1a
16m 1én ki€m tién nho vao cdc tro choi dién t. T6i mudn tré thanh Marj
Cerny ti€p theo, nha Iap trinh tro choi huyén thoai dwgc Atari thué khi chi
m&i mwoi bay tudi. T6i mudn sanh vai bén nhirng ngwoi ¢ tAm nhin nhw
Fletcher Mulligan, nha sang 14p huyén thoai ctia Digital Artists, va toi
mudn ¢6 cdng ty phan mém cua riéng tdi. May di€u nay ndi ra thi nghe
that ky khoéi - nhw dieng diy tuyén b minh s€ tré thanh phi hanh gia hay
tong thong My vay. Khi ngwoi 1on hai tdi s€ lam gi sau nay, tdi chi nhidn
vai [am bam: “Con khoéng biét nira.”

Alf chidi mili vao to tap chi, nhw th€ dang hit tdt cd mui vi cla Kathy
Ireland, nhwng Clark vAn dang git 14’y cdi dia mém trong céi cang cua né,
nhw the mdt ¥ twdng tuyét vori nao da si€t chit 18y nd.

“Cong ty Planet Will khong phéi trd dua dau”, né néi.

“Tao dua théi ma”, téi khang khang.

“Nhung n6 cé th€ thanh hién thwec ma”, né 1y sw. “Thyc sy ¢6 may dira
tré trdu da lam video game va ban ching day. Bon né lam an ra tro ch
khong phai chuyén dua. Ching con mua thié€t bi van phong & maYy ctra tiém
giong nhw Zelinsky.”

Clark mé ti @06 clia t6i va bét dau 16i bd quan 4o ma toi da khong xo

vao nhi€u nam r'oi - chi€c 4o khodc th€ thao mua tw h'6i t6t nghiép 1op sdu,



c4i quan t6i mic di nha tho dip 1€ Gidng sinh va Phuc sinh, doi giay den
son cil chic ¢6 18 khong con vira nira.

“X0 vao di”, nd bao toi.

“May dang ndi cdi gi vdy ha?” Toi hoi.

“K& hoach Vanna, budc hai”, né néi. “Tao ¢6 y nay hay hon va né sé€

lam nén chuyén.”
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400 REM ¥ PLAY THEME MUSIC ***
410 L1=54272:POKE L1+18,128

420 POKE L£1,75:POKE L1+5,0

430 POKE £1+6,240:POKE L1+14,12
440 POKE L1+15,250:POKE L1+24,207
450 FOR L£=0 TO 25:POKE L1+4,17
460 POKE L1+1,PEFK(L1+27)

470 FOR T=0 TO 100:NEXT T

480 NEXT L:POKE L1+4,0

490 RETURN

T

Ai cling bi€t phai mwoi tam tudi médi dwoee mua to Playboy, nhung bon
toi cr suy nghi mai liéu dé l1a luét do ti€u bang, lién bang, hay dia phwong,
hay chinh quyén nao dé c6 trach nhiém thyc thi n6.

Clark ct nai ni ca bon an méc banh tdn mot chit. N6 néi do khodac va ca
vat s€ khién trong gia dian thém muwei tdm thang tudi ntra.

“Nhung nhw thé thi tao chi m&i mwoi 1dm th6i”, t6i néi. “Muwcoi bdn
cdng v&i muei tam thang 1a mwoi 1am, cé the' 1a muoi sau tudi chir.”

“Ciling gan du r'6i”, Clark cam doan. “Chiing ta sé c¢6 nhiéu thir khac
d4nh lac hudng, ngwdi nha Zelinsky ching suy nghi nhiéu dau.”

Ao so' mi ctia toi qud nhd con gidy thi viin ca chin, mdi bude di 1am toi
dau nhéi va t6i ctr loang choang nhw phu nir mang giay cao gét vay. Clark
thi gdp van dé€ nguoc lai, né miac mot bd d6 vai polyester mau xanh mong

két to hon ngwoi ndé dén hai co. K€ tir khi b6" n6 khong di lam ntra, né



“thtra hwdng” nhirng bd d6 ma ba con ho hang & Georgia gwri t&i. Nhirng
bo @0 nay chuyén dén mdi nim mot Tan trong chiéc tdi nhya den, n'dng nic
mili bing phién va dwoc nguy trang bing nhitng nhin hang bi 4h ma bon
toi chwa bao gio’ nghe dén: U-Men, Bootstrap, Kentucky Swagger.

Alf 1a dra duy nha't trong con ph6 nay ludén ¢6 quéan 4o m&i d€ mac. B6
me né déu di lam - bd né déan gid’y dan twong, con me né thi lam thw ky &
van phong cia Realtor - thé" nén ca nha né nhw ldn trong dong ti€n vay. D&
dén tiém Zelinsky Alf mic b d6 thoi thwong nhw trong tro Miami Vice
ban m&i nha't - chiéc quan tdy vai lanh tring, 40 vét tdng mau hoa ci va 4o
thun mau xanh lam, khong thit lung, khong tat. Bon toi cdi trang thanh
nhirng ngeoi di lam xudng ga tau sau mot ngay dai & Manhattan, nhwng
trong Alf nhu sip chi&ém linh ca thji treong cocaine ti¥ tay trim ma tdy
ngwoi Colombia nao do.

“Quan trong la than thai”, Alf tran an toi.

“Chinh xac”, Clark néi. “Néu ta thé hién nhw la minh dd tudi thi
Zelinsky s€ nghi chiing ta dd tudi.”

Bon né ndi thi nghe dé 14m. Du Clark 1én k& hoach, con Alf 1a dira gia
d4u nha't bon, chiing né lai nhat tri rang t6i 14 dira tr6ng 16n nha't va c6 kha
nang cao nhat mua may to tap chi. Bon t6i dé€n Zelinsky lic bon gior chiéu,
kha 1au sau khi tan treong nhung trede gior cao di€m budi chiéu. Cira tiém
vang hoe qua 12 tng hd cho k& hoach clia bon tdi. Toi biét néu phai x&p
hang v&i nhirng ngwoi khac, téi s€ mat tu tin.

“Sén sang chwra?” Clark hoi.

“Puwra ti€n cho tao”, to1 noi.

Alf ddi mét coc tién nhdn nhim vao tay t6i. N6 chom dworc tir ngan kéo

tl cua ba chi cd, Janice, chi &y dung toan bd thoi gian ranh d€ di trong tré.



“Pay l1a ba mroi bdy d6”, n6 ndi. “Pam bao chiing ta khong dung qué s6
tién nay.”

Mot cai chudng nhod vang 1€n khi t6i kéo ctra. Tiém Zelinsky da ton tai
tw tred'c Thé chién thir hai nén budc vao tiém nhw 1a di vao qua khir vay;
khong khi ning mui thudc 14 6ng di€u, gd tuyét ting va myc in. Thir dau
tién dap ngay vao mét ban 1a mot ké treo twdng d6 s6 ddy bdo va tap chi -
moi thr to Wall Street Journal d€n Good Housekeeping. DPiéu thit hai ban

trong thay chinh 13 nhitng biéh hiéu treng 10 10, dworc viet tay ca tha bang

but da quang Sharpie:
KHACH HANG DUOI 18 TUOI KHONG PUQC VAO TIEM
TRONG GIO HOC!
HOC SINH CHU Y: PAY KHONG PHAI LA THU VIEN PIA
PHUONG!!
CHUNG TOI KHONG BAN TRUYEN TRANH NEN PUNG CO
HOI!!!

Sal Zelinsky ding sau quay thanh todn, nim muwoi tudi, nwdc da h'ong
hao, mdi téc cit cao theo ki€u hii quan M§. Ong mic so' mi va budc cdi tap
dé va'y muc. Ong dang vin cdi tua vit dai xuyén qua mit sau chiéc mdy
danh chr hiéu IBM Selectric; xung quanh 6ng rai rac nhirng nit bA'm, ma'y
don bay va cdc chia khoa day dau mo. Trong 6ng nhw vira vt 16n voi méot
cdi may dénh chtr va moi hét rudt gan no ra.

Nghe tiéng chudng, Zelinsky chinh tai kinh méit v&i ngén tay den thui,
nhin thglng mat bon t61 va cau may. Pong mach trén trdn 6ng phinh ra, chay
len 16i t k€ téc xu6ng chian may phai, ddp manh nhw th€ 6ng vira thi vt
tay xong. Trong dng nhu sip boc hoa.

“Can gi?” Ong ca't ti€ng hoi.



“Chting chdu chi ¢an vai tht”, t6i néi, roi gang thot ra ma’y tir con lai, vi
Clark ctr khang khang nhirng ttr nay cwc ky cén thi€t: “... cho vidn phong
cua tui chau.”

“Vin phong cta tui may.” Zelinsky néi nhw th€ ai d6 giéu mom:
“Thuyén hai tic ciia 6ng” hay “Tau khong gian ctia 6ng” vdy. Nhin qua vai
ong, ding sau mdy tinh tién kia, toi thd'y Vanna White trén ké tap chi d4n
nhian CHI DANH CHO NGUOT LON va chic nhw dinh déng c6t, mong ¢
dy & trén to bia. Tim t6i loan mdt nhip.

“Vai thir linh tinh &y ma”, t6i néi, nhung nhirng ti€ng cudi cir nghen lai.

Zelinsky 1at Gp céi may Selectric lai va dwa mot tua vit khac vao phan
dwoi. “Pay khong phéi cira hang d6 choi”, 6ng néi. “Tui may 187y cai gi
can roi bién di.”

“Vang”, toi noi.

“Khong van dé gi”, Clark ti€p lovi.

“Pa hieu”, Alf tra loi.

Chung t6i con chwa budc qua cira ma t6i dd muén quay dau roi. Nhwng
AIf va Clark da ¢Am ma'y cdi gid bang thép va tiép tuc thuc hién k& hoach.
Toi1 ciing 18y mdt cdi va di theo bon nd.

T6i da di mua sim & tiém Zelinsky hang ta TAn réi nhuwng chwa T4n nao
di dén ké tap chi. Ping sau quiy ki€m tién, tiém chia thanh ba 161 di dai
day cac vat dung van phong: lich va van phong pham, kim bam va dung cu
th4o kim, giA'y mau va bi thw, vai mén linh tinh khéc. Bon toi chia ra va bit
dau hanh dong.

K& hoach cua Clark la cha't day gio cac vat dung 1on nhwng ré tién. Toi
18y mot bia h'6 sor, mot hop pin A13 va mot dng keo Elmer 1én. Néu moén
nao chwa dé€n mot hay hai do, td6i bd vao trong gid. Ch:flng c6 mong khach

hang nao khac. Cira tiém lic d6 im lang nhw tor, chi c6 ti€ng dai phat thanh,



Phil Collins dang 1dp lai doan di¢p khic nhd dan cta bai Invisible Touch.
Nhwng ngay khi vira két thic, ba't ngor bai hat phat lai tee dau.

Phia sau quédy la mo0t gian phong trung bay lén dwoc thiét k& trong
gidng nhw van phong lam viéc, c6 day du ca ban va ghé€ xoay, mdy danh
chir, d6ng h'6 treo twong va tu tai liéu. Moi thir déu c¢6 nhan gia tién, ca
phong treng bay hang la d€ chao ban Iudn.

Mot c6 gdi mdp map ngoi bén mdt cai ban, dang go trén mdy tinh
Commodore 64.

Trén man hinh hién thi ddy nhirng ma va t6i & qua xa khong the doc
dwore, nhung toi ¢6 theé nghe dwoe két qua vot ra ti cdp loa: mot phién ban
chép 14u, c6 tap am lao xao cta bai Invisible Touch, 1a bai hat dang phat trén
séng phdt thanh. Giai diéu khong chudh 18m - c6 vai ndt sai - nhung v&i
mot ban chép thi né gan nhw hoan héo.

Co géi nhin 1€n: “T6i ¢6 the giip dwoe gi khong?”

T6i v& 14y mén gan nhit trén ké - nhin nhw béng khiic cdn ciu bang
gid’y tring - va cho vao gid.

“Khong, cdm on.”

T6i ré sang 161 di khac, nhung tdi cir ¢6 cam gidc ¢ gdi &y dang nhin
theo minh. K& hang & diy con chwa dén vai tdi, bd ban gh& cao trong
phong treng bay hang gidp cd ta quan sat dwoc ca ctra ti€ém. T6i v thém
vai cay but chi s& hai va chat ddy gid v&i ruy biang cho mdy danh chir ci
ki, Kénh cang dwore bdo mirc gidm gid con nam muoi xu mot cdi. Alf & dau
gian k& bén, dang nhét cho day cdc hat xdp vao mot tii nhyra. Clark len qua
no, hai canh tay 1én chit ca ta bi thw. Hai dira né da gom qud nhiéu thir ma
ca bon toi chwa chic mang vé dwoc hét.

T6i cii ngwoi 18y mdt mé cuc tay, ba't thinh linh ¢6 gdi béo kia dirng ké&

bén canh tdi, stra tAm gid’y ghi chd cho thealng thodm. Co6 &y néi nhd: “B& toi



s€ goi canh sat.”

“Cai gi?”

“Ong &y khong bao gio tha thir cho toi dn cip.”

Co6 &y chi vao tAm bién trén twong:

CHUNG TOI KHONG THA THU CHO TOI AN CAP!
CHUNG TOI SE GOI CANH SAT!
“Bon trom cép sé khong dwec bwée vao Veong qudc Thién Chia.” -
Thu thw nhat giti tin hiru tai Corinth, 6:9,10

“Minh ¢6 18y trom cdi gi dau”, t6i ndéi, nhung madt da dd bung, vi rd rang
12 bon t6i méc tdi khdc.

C6 &y tim ma’y cuc pin trong gid. “Ma’y thir nay l1a cho may tro’ thinh.
Vi céi ndy...” Cd &y chup 14y cdi béng khiic con ciu bang gidy tring.
“Pay la cudn gidy in bd vao may tinh tién. Nhirng thir cdu mua cheamg an
nhdp gi v&i nhau.”

C6 &y nghiéng ngwoi thi thim, tdi ¢ th€ ngi dwore mui nwde hoa,
thanh khiét va sach s&, hét nhw hwong xa phong trong nha tim vay. M& téc
den dai x0a ngang vai. Co6 &y mic chi€c do thun qua c& in hinh budi hoa
nhac Genesis, tay deo vong hat tim. Mot cdy thdp gid nhd bing vang méc
vao s¢i day chuyén quanh co ¢ ta.

“P¢ 1a may tinh 64 cua cau a?” To6i hoi.

“La cua ctra hang. L& ra Ia d€ ban, nhwng b6" minh d€ minh dung né.”

“Minh ciling c6 mot cdi & nha.”

C6 &y thoang vé hoai nghi: “La loai lwu trir 6 dia hay bang tw?”

“O dia”, t6i n6i, bit dau lén giong ty hao mot ti. Nhuwng tay 13p trinh
chit bép thwong lwu trix dit liéu trén bing tir, nhung qud trinh lwu ra't chim

va khong déang tin cdy. T6i chi tay vé phia bd loa treo trén tran, Dwong nhw



co &y dang nghi mong lung, chac vdy, va hdi: “M4y tinh ctia cdu dang mé
bai nay a?”

“Pung the¢’, minh dang tdy may bd tao dang séng. Con chip SID c6 ba
kénh 4m thanh, nhwng d€ the hién bai hat ding chuan thi can dé€n bén kénh.
b6 1a ly do vi sao khong nghe dwoc tie€ng trong.”

N&u co Ay tra 1o bang ti€ng Nhat thi chic tdi sé khong kinh ngac dén
th&: “Cau lap trinh may 64 d€ phat bai Invisible Touch a?”

“Bai Sussudio cuia minh nghe bd'c hon. Minh dang nhdp ma cuia tat ca
céc bai hat hay nhat vao chi€c 64 4y, mdi Tan mot bai. Thé 1a minh ¢6 the
nghe ching trén mdy ctia minh.”

“Cau la nhac sia?”

“Khong, chi 1a minh thich Phil Collins. Nhtrng nhom nhac Anh Ia tuyét
nhé't, ciu bi€t ho chk?”

T6i khong biét. Hau hét nhirng ngwoi trong khu viee ctia t6i xem ma'y
chw Sdn xudt tai My nhe huan chwong danh dy vdy. “Con Van Halen thi
sa0?” Téi hoi. “Cau cd th€ lam v&i nhac cia Van Halen khong?”

C6 a7y nhtn vai: “C6 the! Nhac guitar hoi kho.”

Do 1a Tan dau tién to1 gap mot 1ap trinh vién khac va to1 con co ra't nhi€u
ciu hoi: Liéu cd &y c6 dung ma BASIC hay Pascal hay thir gi khac khong?
MOdi bai hét 14 mot chwong trinh riéng hay sao? Chuyén moi bai hdt vao bod
nhé ma't bao 1au? Nhung bén kia ctra tiém, Alf dang nhin t6i chdm cham.
Cudc doi thoai nay nim ngoai du tinh. L& ra bon tdi phdi di chuyén nhe
nhang va ding theo k& hoach. K& hoach Vanna dang di chéch hwdng.

“Cau hoc trrong Trung hoc Wetbridge a?”” Toi hoi.

“Treong St. Agatha”, c6 &y ddp. “B& minh khuy&n khich minh tr&

thanh ntr tu.”



“Ho day cdu dung cac dang song a?”

Co6 &y bat cwoi: “Néu cdu mudn xem diéu gi thid vi, hady dén treong
minh va xem cac xo’ day khoa hoc may tinh. Bon minh danh ca mua déng
de€ hoc v€ thanh gid. Khong cdng thirc, khong tinh toan, khdng hinh hoa.
Chi 1a nhirng hinh anh 18y tw sach Phiic am.”

“It ra cdu con dworc 14p trinh”, t6i néi v&i ¢ &y. “Tredng minh dwa mot
gido vién day danh mdy di coi ngé phong mdy tinh. Minh ting ching kién
ba ta bé cong ca chié€c dia mém d€ dung.”

“Khong thé' nao.”

“C6 thé€ néu cau da khoe.”

Co ay cwoi: “Cau dua a?”

“The c¢6 Chua”, to1 khéng dinh. “Ba ta bé cdi dia va ca 0 dia nira da’y!”

Alf va Clark di chuyén ra phia sau cd géi, hi€n hién trong tadm nhin cta
toi. Bon n6 dang ra hiéu quyét liét, vAy cdi gid hang va chi vé chd tinh tién.

“Con cau?” Co ay héi. “Cau ciling 1ap trinh a?”

T6i nghi dén tro choi Pdnh bai coi do cung Christie Brinkley: “Minh da
1ap trinh tro xi t& vao thang trwedc. Thung pha sanh. Ngwoi ddu véi may
ay.”

“Cau 1ap trinh cho cdi mdy 64 cta cu choi bai a?”

“Ciing khong loi hai 1dm diu. N6 chi thing hon ntra s6 Tan. Nhung
minh da day né cach lwa bip.”

Liic &y ¢ g4i di mat chir o miéng chir a: “Hin 12 cu lap trinh 1au 1dm
nhi!”

That tuyét khi nghe ai d6 thot 1én nhirng 101 néi ay. B&i 1€ da mat mot

quang kha lau! T6i danh cd mlia dong cho tro nay, ti man day chi€c 64 nhan



ra sy khdc biét giira sanh, ¢ong cha't va sdnh ddng cha't - chi thing Alf méc
mia tro choi vi ¢6 nang Christie Brinkley s& hoa tro’ tryi nhw bé gai.

“Ciu la ngwoi dau tién minh gdp s& htru mét cai mdy 64 day”, toi néi
voi cd Ay. “Va dé lai 1a mot ¢o6 gai.”

“Piéu d6 la 1dm sao?”

“Minh khong nghi con gai lai thich 14p trinh.”

“That ra chinh nr gii da phat minh ra 14p trinh d&y”, c6 &y ndi. “Jean
Bartik, Marlyn Wescoff, Fran Bilas - tdt ca ho da 1ap trinh ENIAC.”

T6i cha biét cd &y dang noi gi.

“Va khong dwoc bo s6t Margaret Hamilton dau ddy. Ba &y da vi€t phéan
mém di€u khieén Apollo 11 ddp 1&én mat trang.”

“Y minh 12 1ap trinh trd choi 4y”, toi néi.

“Dona Bailey v&i Centipede. Brenda Romero v&i Wizardry. Roberta
Williams v&i Kings Quest. Chi &y 14p trinh tro choi mdy tinh dau tién cla
minh trén chi€c ban an. Minh m&i phdng van chi &y cho nha treong h'6i
nam ngodi.”

“That sao? Cau da néi chuyén v&i Roberta Williams?”

“Pung th&, minh da goi dwong dai cho chi &y & California. Chi &y néi
chuyén v&i minh sudt hai mweoi phut.”

King's Quest 1a mot trd choii mdy tinh mang tinh bwdc ngoat, khong con
ban cai gi ntra n6 1a mdt si€u pham, ldc &y tdi con ¢d nhi€u diéu mudn hoi
nita. Nhung Alf dang ding hing nghe 15 to, nhw thé né dang ngat vay. “A,
minh phai di r6i”, toi néi v&i ¢6 &y. “MAa’y dira ban minh dang c6 viéc gap.
Nhung chiing minh s€ tra tién hét d6ng nay minh hira.”

Co6 a7y lai nhin vao gid hang, bi€t ro c6 gi dé khong ding trong cau

chuyén cia toi. “Tuy cdu”, cd &y néi. “Vui voi do6ng pin cho may trg thinh



nhé!”

T6i ndi got Alf va Clark dén ctra tredre cira tiém, ba dira d6 hét d6ng
hang 1én quéy tinh tién. Gio’ 1a lic chdng toi that sy tiéu tién, tAm trang cua
ong Zelinsky kha 1én han. Ong ta don cdi mdy ddnh chir nhdy nhua dau
mdy d€ c6 chd cho dong hang ctia bon t6i. “Dwoc rdi, cac ciu, c¢6 ¢an hoa
don riéng 1&¢ khong? Hay la t6i gdp chung ta't ca lai?”

“D¢€ chung ciling dwoe”, tdi ndi, méc trong tdi ra ba mwoi bay dd6 nhau
nat.

Trong khi Zelinsky dong g61 cic mon hang, 6ng ddt cic ménh gia vao
trong mdy d&€m tién. N6 dwore ma dong tinh xdo v&i nhirng chi€c nit co
khi, to kénh va kéu lach cach, khong gidng nhitng mén hang dién t&¢ &
Food World chiit nao ca.

“Cong viéc cua cac cau la that da’y”, ong néi. “Céc cau lam gi the?”

“Phan mém mdy tinh”, téi gidi thich. “Chiing chau ty thiét k& tro choi.”

“Suy nghi tdo bao dd’y”, Zelinsky néi, 6ng dong gbi nhirng pin cho may
tro’ thinh ma khdng hé nhap nhdy mét. “Céc cau khong mudn tham gia vao
nganh thi€t k&€ may danh chir, t6i c6 th€ néi cho ma’y ciu bi€t vay. Tat ca
tién bac hién dang dwoc xt 1y bing mdy tinh. Cd mdy in laser nira. May
cau da thdy cai may in laser nao chwa? Nhw phép thuat vay.”

ToOng cong tién trén hdéa don cang lic cang cao, hai mwoi ba d6 nam
muoi bdy xu, hai mwoi tw d6 bdy mwoi chin xu, hai mroi tdm d6 sdu mwoi
mot xu, toi lo 1a trong bon t6i c6 dira da tiéu hoi 16 Nhwng sau khi moi thie
dworc dong goi, tong cdng tién gom ca thué” ding ba mwoi do, chinh xac
khoan ma bon t6i mong doi.

“Con gi ntra khong?” Zelinsky hoi.

DAy 12 khodnh khic cia sy that - khoanh khic ma tdi da tdp luyén v&i

Alf va Clark rat ra't nhiéu Ian. Bon né hwdng din toi gitt giong cling mot



nhip d6 - d€ ndi ra nhirng twr gidng nhw tdi nbi hoai: “Thém vai hop keo Tic
Tac”, tdi néi, “va mot to Playboy.”

“DPoi da”, c6 gdi map map vdi goi, roi ¢d Ay di dén trede civa tiém, vy
vay tor gidy. “Co mot cudc thi 14p trinh & Rutgers thdng nay. Danh cho cic
13p trinh vién trwong trung hoc. Ba't ¢ ai dwdi mwoi tdm tuoi déu c6 the
tham gia.”

T6i ba't ddng. Ca bon déu nhw vay.

“Giai nha't 1a mot cai IBM PS/2”, ¢ &y giai thich. “Bd xu 1y 16-bit va
Ram 1 MB. Ciu nén nhap tro xi t& vao do.”

T6i khong the nhin ¢6 2y ntra, cling khong the nhin Zelinsky, thay vi th&’
t6i nhin vao to gidy. Co6 &y da tim thdy cdc diéu 1& trén dién dan
CompuServe va cudn chiing vao mot cai may in ma tran di€m, nhirng dai
kéo gid’y ring cwa nhd van con han trén cic mép trang gidy.

“Giam khao 1a Fletcher Mulligan ctia Digital Arts”, c6 &y tiép tuc. “Ong
dy dén tw California d€ cam can nay muc cudc thi.”

“That sao?” T6i hdi. Ngay lic &y tdi quén béng to' tap chi. “Fletcher
Mulligan sé c6 mat & dé a?”

Fletcher Mulligan 1a mot 6ng thanh 13p trinh may tinh. Trong khi ban be
cung I&p hAm md cac van dong vién nhw Cal Ripkin va Michael Jordan thi
than twong cda toi lai 1a nha sang 1ap cta Digital Artists va la ngwoi thiét
k& trdo choi xudt sic nhit thg” gidi. To6i thwong mo twdng cé ngay dén
California gap 6ng &y nhung khong th€ hinh dung dwoe 1a 6ng s€ dén cai
x6 xinh nay & New Jersey.

Zelinsky ding héng, c6 gdi dwong nhw hiéu ring minh di can thiép vao
thtt rdc rdi nao do.

“C6 chuyén gi vay a?” C6 hoi.



“Khong c6 gi”, Zelinsky néi. “B& dang hoi may thwwong nhdn nay xem
ho can gi ntra khong &y ma.”

Dong mach triedre trdn cta 6ng van dang chay loan xa. Giong néi clia
ong 1 rang rang hdi mua Playboy tredc mit dita con géi tudi d mai clia dng
la mdt y twdng toi t€, giong nhw kéo khda quéan va khoe hang vay. Alf va
Clark dang T'n tirng bwdc vé phia cira, sdn sang danh bai chu'dn. Zelinsky
nhin bon né, bon nd co rdm lai nhw thd con. “Tra 101 cau hédi cia chid nao”,
ong noi. “Con gi nira khong?”

“Khong a”, Alf noi.

“Khong phai tao nhé”, Clark ndi.

“Chi vai vién Tic Tac thoi a”, tdi noi.

Zelinsky ném mdt hop keo cam vao gid, 187y tién va d&€m tién thura.

“A, han chét 1a hai tun ni¥a, néu cAu mudn tham gia”, cO gai ti€p tuc.
“Nhirng cai mdy PS/2 &y that dang kinh ngac. Chuing c6 dia cing 20 MB.
Nhwrng 20 MB day!”

“Minh s€ xem xét”, t61 nodi.

Zelinsky quealng céi g6i vao nguc toi: “Di chd khdc ma suy xét.”

Ngay khi bon tdi budc ra vé duwong, hai dira né bau 18y t6i.

“Thé& qudi nao ma may lai tra ti€n cho ong ta vay?” Alf héi. “Ching ta
da tap roi, Billy. L€ ra may phai bd chay! N&u ong ta ndi dién, may phai
quging d6ng @6 do di r'oi co gio ma chay chie!”

“Tao dau thd'y may chay”, téi chi di€m.
“Tao khong th€ di dwoc!” Alf ndi. “Tao bi do ngwoi ra vi may ngu qua!”
To6i kéo cdi ca vat, nhét vao tii quén tay. R6i tdi cdi chi€c 4o khoac the

thao, vat 1&€n vai. Bé€n ngoai ctra hang xe dap c6 hai c6 gdi d€u mac 4o may



0 va quan soéc demi. Ho do mét nhin theo Clark khi chiing t6i budc qua,
roi pha Ién cwoi khiic khich. Clark qua chan nan nén cha @€’y .

“L€ ra ching ta phdi mang Vanna White vé nha”, Clark n6i. “Thay vi
th& chiing ta ¢6 ba muwoi d6 ciy cha rira va dinh ghim. Ching ta lam gi véi
dong nay bay gio?”

Bon t6i déu nht trf rang diéu can 1am hop 1y duy nha't 13 cing t& cho
chuy&n tau Amtrak. Chiing tdi buwdc qua nha ga, men theo san ga dén cudi
dwong phia tay, roi nhdy qua hang rao va ti€p tuc 1€ chan doc theo dwong
ray. Sau chirng ntta diim, bon t6i d&n con dwong rirng, noi chic chin khong
cé ai qua’y ray, roi do hét dong @6 d6 1én trén tuyén dwong ray. Vi bon toi
chealng dung dai mwc may danh chir hay bang mwc cho mdy tinh tién, it ra
thi nhin xe dau mdy tau hda hang tram tdn cin qua dep nit ma8y mén hang
nay cling vui mit. Bon tdi d€ nhitng mén to nha't 1én dwong ray, ding it keo
Elmer d€ dan chat ching lai.

“L€ ra may nén lam theo k& hoach”, Alf n6i. “P1 vao roi chuon ra. Bo
la nhirng gi ching ta da thda thuan. Nhung thay vi thé” may lai tan tinh con
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bé Tessie hai tan aYy.

“Co6 2y nghi ching ta trdm d'6 cua ctra hang”, toi gidi thich. “C6 &y nhan
ra k& hoach cua chiing ta.”

Alf @6 hét dd6ng hat x6p vao gitra cac dwong ray, roi tao hinh mot khoi
ngay ngén. “Gu ctia may 13 con bé d6 2, thing kia?”

“Khong, khong phai.”

“Qi, Billy, anh nén tham gia cudc thi nay!” N6 nhai giong ctia c6 géi kia
véi tdng cao, dit tay 1én hong roi 14c 1w cdi mong. “Va sau khi thi xong,
anh hdly cdi 40 em ra r'oi cing em cho ra vai bé heo nhé!”

“Co6 2y chang ndi the¢ dau.”



“Nhung d6 1a y cia né d6”, Clark néi. N6 dang khuyu go6i bén dwong
ray, dan may vién pin cho mdy tr¢o’ thinh 1én gor dwong. Mit troi dang 1an
dan xudng dwong chan trdi, gior dn t&i sap d&n. Tdi phat mét v&i may tro
choc gheo cuia bon né va mudn vé nha ngay.

“Hai dtra tui tao chi huyén thuyén vé mdy tinh”, t6i khing khang. “Co
ay dung con chip SID trén mdy 64 d€ ghi nhac.”

“Con bé thich may d6”, Clark ndi.
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Alf gat dau: “N6 chic tAm mot trim bdn muoi ky daYy.

“May dua a?” Alf hoi. “Con bé d6 qua map, né che dwoc ca cdi radar.”
“That d6”, Clark n6i. “N6 qua map, nhém mau cta né 1a Ragu!”

Bon n6 dang nhip cudc, dira tung dira hing.
“Con bé &y qua map, ca s& thd phai d€n tham no!”

“Con bé 2y qua mip, tang ngwoi nd thi ‘ngoai ¢’ roi!”

“Con bé &y qua map, quan 4o cta né cang ph'ong ra!”

“Con bé 3y qua map...”

C6 1€ ching ck ti€p tuc nhw thé&” dén bat tdn néu chuyén tau 5:35
Amtrak dén Philadelphia khong xud't hi¢n, ha coi x€ toac khong khi va lao
di v&i van téc mot tram hai mwoi 1am ddm mot gior. N6 xud't hién ba't ngo
khién cd ba dira ching t6i ngd xudng dat. Téi ric nguoi lai trén nén sdi,
hai tay 6m 14y dau, khong ddm mé mét, s¢ ring sé tha'y nhitng banh xe
nghi€n rin rit cich mi t6i chi vai centimét. Con tau qua am 1, t6i ¢ cam
gidc nhw n6 céan lén phéan co’ the€ t6i, toi 6m chat ngwoi lai chuan bj dén con
dau khong bao gior dén.

Bén tai toi van cOn viing Véng ti€ng tau sau khi n6 da di qua. Cudi cung,
mit di't cling nglrng rung va té6i m& méat. Xung quanh ching toi, khu ring

bat lang. Clark ng'6i day, nhat sdéi ra khoi téc. Alf phui bay bui bam va



manh vun, roi hoan n6t cau ndi ldc ndy: “Con bé qua map, con ngua trén
cai 4o polo cua no la that.”

Ca bon ding ddy xem dong d6 nat kia. Nhitng mén d6 ching tdi dan
vao dwong ray da vo tan tanh thanh ting manh, bay bi€n vao hw khong.
T4t ca nhirng gi con lai 1a mo hat x6p veong vai.

Va diéu luit cda cudc thi Tro choi cia ndm cho cdc 1ap trinh vién may

tinh bac trung hoc, cdi ma toi van git ki trong tdi quén sau.
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Chiéu hom do, vé dén nha, t6i hdi ha lao vao phong ngu, luc 19i trong
b swu tdp dia mém, tim mdt tro choi xrng dang thu hit dwgrc sy chi y cia
Fletcher Mulligan. Tro ddnh bai céi dé cing Christie Brinkley chic chin bi
loai. Fletcher s€ chrflng an twong voi mot tro gid 14p don gidn. T6i can cai
gi d6 hoanh trdng hon, tham vong hon - thit gi d6 khién dng ta 16a mit.

Cong ty cta Ong &'y, Digital Artists, n0i ti€ng tao ra nhirng thé gidi rong
16m, sdng dong nhw that trong tAm RAM 64 KB. Mdi trd choi dwa nguoi
choi d&n mot vung da't moi mé va khong khdi kinh ngac: kim ty thap Ai
Cip, hanh tinh ngoai Trai Pat, thuyén cudp bi€n, nhitng dinh thy theo 167
kién tric Gothic, ta't ca déu treng ra nhirng hinh anh 8-bit nguy nga va 1ong
14y. Fletcher khong bao gio’ thye hién mot trd choi hai I'4n, ong cling khong
bao gi’ bit chwdc mot tro ndi ti€ng ndo d6. Mai khi tha’y nhin hiéu Digital
Artists trén bao bi, ban biét 1a minh dang mua mét thir hoan toan nguyén

ban r'6i day.



Khong may thay, hau h€t nhirng tro choi toi ty lam toan la §6 chom chia
tw nhirng tro kinh di€n. T6i dit cho ching cai tén nhw Mar Ga (chdém cla
Pac-Man), Qud Dinh! (chdm cia Frogger) va Khi Kong (hén ban biét y
twdng nay). T6i hoc dwge rat nhi€u khi lam nhirng tro choi nay, nhung toi
chd ddm dem chiing di thi thd.

Toi cling c6 hang ta chwong trinh 1am dé chealng di dén dau ca. Toi tung
bit dau mét tro goi la Nhiém vu s6°0, don gian vi toi thich cai tén “Nhiém
vu s& 07 thoi, nhing toi chwra tirng di xa hon cdi tén ctia né. T6i bit dau
mot tro 18y cam hing ti cudn ti€u thuyét Cujo cia Stephen King, trong do6
ban s& dong vai Saint Bernard, di tiéu diét cang nhiéu nguoi cang tot -
nhung r'oi ding lai khi Clark doa rang Stephen King c6 thé kién toi.

Tro tuyét nha't trong ddng d& d& wong wong &y 1a Phdo dai cam. Toi ¢
duwoc ¥ twdng sau khi xem mdt birc vé ctia mot gi tén M. C. Escher. Ong ta
da tao ra toa lau dai giy kinh ngac voi day nhirng 167 di va cau thang chong
1én nhau. Y twéng ciia toi 13 tao ra mot trd nhay-va-leo dit trong bdi canh
giong nhw cda Escher. Nguoi choi ¢6 ba tram gidy d€ leo nudi va di vao
phdo dai khong 16, noi giam gitr cong chda tai khu trung tam. C6 linh gac
va ché canh di khip noi; néu ching cham mit ngwdi choi, hay néu thoi
gian két thiic thi ngwdi hiing bj ¢Am ti vinh vién trong phdo dai. P& thing
tro choi nay ban phai giai thoat cong chda va dwa nang ra khéi lau dai an
toan.

T6i da dung mot hinh anh déng v&i sdu khung hinh khac nhau d€ lam
cho nguoi hiing clia toi tré nén sinh dong. Hinh dnh khong t& 1dm vé mit
chi ti€t, nhung anh ta hoi khuyu go1 va cong tay khi chay, hoat dong nhin
kha chan thuec:



Chi c6 mot van dé€: Ta't ca nhirng hinh anh va hoat dong hoanh trang 8y
veot qua kha ndng ctia chi€c mdy 64 nén tro choi nay chdm kinh khing.
Nguoi huing i ach 1€t qua man hinh va dam linh gdac dudi theo anh ta, giong
nhw cd bon dang vat 16n trong viing bun vdy. Choii tro nay nhw nghe mot dia
than 33 RPM viy - ban ¢6 th€ nghi ra mot y twdng co ban, nhwng chung
mot phut sau thi ban s€ phat dién vi n6.

T6i bi€t 1a chi ¢an day nhanh t&'c d§ hanh ddng thi t6i s€ c6 mot tro choi
ngon lanh canh dao. Nhung khi t6i cdm phich c§m vao chiéc mdy 64, ching
cé gi xay ra ca. Toi ng'di xudng va xem lai mo diy nho dwdi ban. Chiéc
mdy khong duwoc cidm vao twong. That ra cd bd ngudn mdy tinh di bién
ma't dau roi. Chi c6 duy nhat mot kha nang.

T6i thd'y me trong nha bép, dang nwdng mi€ng sandwich phoé mai cho
bira ti ctia téi. Ba vAn con mic bd dong phuc tring ctia Food World; hai
muoi phit nita ca 1am viée clia bA m&i bat dau, nhung vi 1y do qudi gé nao
do, ba ch?:ing heé v6i va lao ra khéi nha.

“Me c6 tha’y hop sac dg phong ctia con khdng?”

Ba khong tra 10, chi nhan miéng sandwich vao trong chio bing mot ci
ban xéng kim loai.

“Trong né gidng nhw cuc gach den vay”, toi giai thich. “V&i diy dién
tua ra xung quanh.”

To1 nhin me ki hon thi thdy ba dang budn. Gidng nhw ba dang trut hét
con gidn vao mi€ng sandwich vdy; ba nhan né rd't manh v&i cdi ban xéng,
to1 nghi phan tay cam co 1€ gdy mat.

“Me thdy né trong phong ngl cia con”, cudi cung ba cling néi. “Duwdi
ban mdy tinh cta con aYy.”

“Nhung né khong con & d6 nira.”

"9

“Quy tha ma bt di mat roi a



Me vot mi€ng banh bd vao dia va roi dat né 1én ban. T6i nhan ra bang

di€m 1an trong dong thw clia ngay hom &Yy. Va diy 1a nhirng gi trong bang
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“D¢ con gidi thich”, tdi nai.
“N6i di”, ba dap. “N6i cho me biét Iam sao con bi diem D mdn The duc.
N6i cho me bi€t 1am sao con lai 2dng mdn hoc goi la B4 va sudi.”
“Con xin 16i”, tdi noi.
“Purng xin 16i me. Con khong hé lam me dau ti nao. Ba thdng trwdc

ching ta ng'6i & cdi ban nay va con hira v&i me rang con sé€ ti€n bo. Nhung



hay xem di€m s& chia con kia. Con da trwot twr thang di€m D xudng F. Con
r&ot cd mon D4a va sudil!”

Bét dau nim hoc d4u tién clia toi, me kéo tdi vao vin phong hiéu tredng
d& phan doi lich hoc mdi. Ba giéi thich tdi ching phai hoc & 16p Poc cor
ban. “Billy bié€t doc”, ba néi. “N6 xirng dang ngdi & lop Ti€ng Anh cho
hoc sinh xud't sic, khong phai nhitng 16p ngu ngdc nay.”

Thay Hiéu triedng Hibble cwdi mim va git ddu véi cd si kién nhan cla
mot ngwoi da nghe diéu nay hang ngan I'an. Me t6i néi xong, 6ng &y hwdng
sy chd § clia me vao bang di€m nam 1&p tdm cua t6i (toan di€m C va D) va
bai ki€m tra ddnh gid ca toi (“nhém thap nhat thit 25”). Ong &y dé xuit
ring phan mon hoc danh cho hoc sinh hoi chidm hiéu s& gitp cai thién két
qua hoc tap caa t6i va d€ nghi: “Dén cudi quy dau ti€n, ching ta s€ nhin lai
di€m s6 cha Billy. Néu chau ¢6 mot di€m B+ hay hon trong bat cir mon
nao, ching toi s€ dwa chau vao l1&p twong xing. Va né€u chau lam t6t & do,
chung t6i sé dwa chdu vao cdc 1o'p hoc danh dw.”

Me t6i bét tay 6ng 4y, cam doan ring ba s& gidi quy&t dwore van dé nay.
Ba thdy tin twdng ring tdi s& 1am t&t moi mdn hoc d€ vio 1&p danh du
quang gitra nam hoc 1op chin. Trén dwong vé nha, ching téi dung lai &
Diary Queen va me twdng thwedong mdt chdau kem. T6i ng'6i trén mui chi€c
Honda, 1i€m cdy kem ¢ qué hwong vani, trong khi me tha budc qua lai
trong khu dd xe, huyén thuyén hoat bét vui vé: “Ching ta s& cho dng Hibble
dé thdy, dwore khong con? Ngay khi con ¢6 bang di€m, chiing ta s€ xong
ngay vao van phong ctia dng ta. Me hdo hirc muén thd'y gwong mait ctia dng
ta lic do6!”

Hom sau, tdi quay lai treong quy€t tdm lam ba hai long. T6i mudén dem
vé mot bang di€m giy an twong voi ba, loai di€m ma ngwoi me nao cling
dinh vao td lanh. T6i chudt nhon tat cd bt chi va sdp x&p lai cudn vé

Trapper Kepper d¢€ dat quy€t tam cao nha't.



Nhwng mdi khi tdi budc vao 16p, sttc manh y chi cia to6i bi€n mat. To6i
cd tip trung vao gido vién, t6i cd nghe va ghi chd can than. Nhwng dwoc
nidm, muwdi phit thi toi bat dau viét nguéch ngoac, cudi cling thi maYy nét
nguéch ngoac dé s€ bi€n thanh mot hinh anh hai chi€u, mot hinh thu s6ng
dong dwore tao ra tor 504-bit trong 6 v& 24x21, hay t6i viét mot doan ma
BASIC, mdt thit gi d6 d&ki€m tra trén mdy tinh khi tdi di hoc vé. T6i nim
virng tha thudt trong tai liéu gidu duwdi cudn v thé nén tdi ¢6 th€ nghién
ngdm quyén Hwong dan danh cho cdc ldp trinh vién ky cwu trong khi ma’y
dira ban hoc clia toi luyén céc bai tap twr loai hay di tim cdc miu thitc chung.
Chi cén t6i ng'6i phia sau va gitr im lang, gido vién vui vé bd qua viéc t6i 1o
ho di.

Va gio tdi rot mon P4 va sudi.

“Nhirng gido vién %y ho nghi con la dira ngu ngd'c”, me néi voi toi. “Va
con dang chirng minh cho ho tha’y 1a ho ding.”

“Con s& c6 ging”, toi hira.

“ff thi con s€ c&. Va me sé gitr hop sac dw phong d6 cho dén khi con
that s cd gdng. Con choi dién ti nhiéu qué roi.”

“Con c6 choi dién tr dau”, toi néi. “Con lam ra chiing.”

“Khong dwgrc. Cho dén khi diém cua con kha hon.”

Tbi bat dau thay lo. Binh thwong me mét mdi khong mudn doi co vai
toi, nhwng dém doé ba té ra ra't ki€n dinh.

“Me, con hira s€ dat di€m A va B, duwgc chwa a? Nhung con rd't ¢an céi
mady tinh cua con. Fletcher Mulligan dang d€n New Jersey, ong &y 1a vua
tro choi dién tr...”

“Me n6i la khong game ghi€c gi nira! Con mwei bdn tudi roi, Billy. Con
khong con la con nit nita dau.” Me nhin d6ng h'6 - gior ba thuc sy da tré gior

lam - r'6i chup 14y chia khéa xe, chay nhanh ra trudc. “Me dang c& ging



dén kiét sirc d€ cham s6c¢ con”, ba ndi. “Me ndu an, gidt d6 cho con. Me
con cho con tién ti€u vat. Nhung con khong hé gitr 1oi hira véi me.”

Me néi dung, toi bi€t me lam dung, va to1 tha'y minh that t€ hai. Me tbi
tré hon ra't nhiéu so v&i nhirng ba me khac & treong t6i, chi méi ba mwoi
ba tudi. Nhwng mdi toc nau dai cua ba da diem mau mudi ti€u. Me di lam
va con trong coi nha ctra. Ba chwa bao gio dwore di choii, ba thuc sw ché"mg
c6 ban be. Trong nhirng t6i dwoc nghi, ba xem Dallas va Dynasty, buoén
chuyén vé&i di Gretchen qua dién thoai. Ba di &y két hon véi mot tay bat
dong sdn ¢6 mdu mdt & Manhattan va gri tién chu cAp mdi thang cho me
con tol.

“Con xin 161", t0i n6i v&i me. “Con s& hoc hanh t6t hon.”

Me v6 cung tirc gidn, ba roii khoi nha khong mot 1ovi tam biét. Toi nhin
theo xe me ma't hit khdéi dwong xe chay, r'oi budc vao phong riéng cta ba.
Nha t6i chd ndo hAu nhw ciing kh4 ngin nip, nhung me lai d& ciin phong
minh rd bwra bon. Chéan giwvong chwa gap, quan do ban vweong vai trén san.
Ban la nga d6 mot bén, nhw th€ mdt con bao vira quét qua no’i nay.

T6i m& td @6 cia me va bat deén 1én. T6i tim siu phia trong, qua nhirng
doi giay va dép ma ca thép ky roi ba chzamg x4 chan vao, nim 13’y tay viin
clia khéa an toan. N6 12 mot cdi th tring cha't ddy d6 v&i khéa két hop bon
ky ty. Toi xoay nhém s6 1129; té1 da doan ra day s6 nay nhi€u nam roi,
sau khi bi€t dwgre 29 thang 11 1a sinh nhat bd t6i. Toi chwa ting ndi chuyén
v&i bd, 6ng da roi Wetbridge treede khi tdi dwgee sinh ra va ¢6 1€ dng da dén
Alaska d&€ khoan mo dau. Ong chflng hé goi dién, vi€t thw hay gui tién, con
me hi&m khi nhic vé 6ng, nhung nhém con s& ngay sinh nhat d6 chwa bao
gio’ thay doi. Piéu nay khién tdi tw hdi rang, mot ngay nao d6, ong s& lai
buwdc vao cudc sdng cha ching t6i. C6 1€ dng s€ xud't hién & thém ctra voi

hoa va tién cung loi gidi thich hop 1y cho muwdi bdn nim ving mit clia



minh. B&i t6i dinh ninh dng s& dwa ra loi gidi thich hop 1y. T6i s& s&n long
ling nghe.

Nhuwng lic nay, chi c6 me con tdi ma thoi.

Tdi bép chot trén khéa an toan va nang cdi nép 1én. Hop sac du phong &
d6, nim trén dong gid'y to thué va chirng nhin ctia ngan hang. Tdi mang vé

lai phong minh, cdm vao may C64 va bit dau cdng viéc.
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Nhung dém sau, t6i 1én dem cdi hdp sac dy phong ra khéi ti khéa an
toan trong phong me r'oi 1én dem tra lai trede khi di nga. Pang thét, diéu
nay khong trung thuc ti ndo, thyc toi ciing thay tdi 16i khi néi doi 14m.
Nhwng t6i bi€t, gianh phan thwdng cai IBM PS/2 tri gid bdn ngan do quan
trong v&i twong lai cda toi hon 1a hoc ba't cir thir gi vE Pa va sudi. Néu toi
nghiém tic vé&i Cong ty Phdn mém Planet Will thi ch:fmg bao lau nwra tdi c6
theé’ khong con lam viéc trén cadi mdy Commodore 64. Nhirng chi€c may
m&i hon ¢6 bd nh¢ 1o6n hon va hinh anh dep hon, con nhw nhirng cdi may
64 s& 10i thoi trong mot, hai ndm nita. Toi ¢An nang cAp cOng nghé tién ti€n
nha't va cudc thi nay chinh la co’ hdi td't nha't d€ thyc hién diéu do.

b¢ Alf va Clark khong dé€n qua’y qua & nha tdi, tdi ndi toi bi cAm tic vi
bi di€m kém. Nhung r'di bon né van vic mit d&n, gé vao ctra chin ngay khi
me toi vira di lam, ra ré t6i xem MacGyver, choi Trivial Pursuit hay goi

dién choc phd may cd gai trong khu phd’. Tdi gidi thich ring me di nho



hang x6m d& mat d&n t6i, ba Digby bén kia duwong dang theo ddi qua tA'm
rém clra bang ren, the' nén toi phai déng ctra lai.

T6i viét ma ca dém, con ban ngay thi sira ban in sudt gio hoc. Nhirng
nghién ctru nay chging thay doi dwoc gi. Trd choi Phdo dai cdim van cham
ré. Toi da tht moi cdch. Toi c& ging rit gon doan ma hét sirc c6 thé, sip
x€p lai nhirng 14p trinh con, x6a nhirng doan van ban va bd nhitng khodng
céch gitra c4c 1énh. Trong khodnh khéc tuyét vong, tdi thim chi con vé sinh
ca nhitng khe hé trén ban phim, chic 12 d6ng bui ndy da lam chiéc may
chay cham.

Nhiéu Ian tdi nghi dén viéc quay lai tiém Zelinsky, nhor ¢6 gdi kia gidp
do. Toi biét rang ba't cit ai ¢ the 14p trinh nhitng bai nhac caa Phil Collins
trén con chip SID sé€ ¢ y twdng tuyét voi khi cai thién té6c do hoat hinh. Co
ay c6 vé vui tinh, thong minh va trong rad't ngau. T6i thye sy dang rd't can
vai loi khuyén. Nhung tdi bi€t bon Alf va Clark s€ khong d€ yén. Nao 1a
nhirng loii dua cot bé heo con. Nao 1a diép khidc “con-bé-qua-mép”. Bon né
ching bao gi¢r dirng céi tro 4.

Thé 1a t6i danh 1am mdt minh, thitc khuya mdi t61, cang lic cang thay
16 rim. Pén t&i thi Sau, t6i dd nghi d&n chuyén bd cudc, roi tdi nghe
dugce ti€ng phanh xe dap quen tai ngoai ctra s6. To6i nhin xuyén qua birc
man va thdy Alf véi Clark dang cedi xe trén dwong vao nha. Bon nd mic
nguyén cay den, giong nhe may cd gdi trong modt doan bang ciia Robert
Palmer, ngoai trtr son mo6i mau do twoi roi.

“Tui may mdc cdi gi thé nay?” Toi hoi.

“Ké& hoach Vanna”, Alf dép.

“Budre thir ba”, Clark néi. “Tui tao ¢6 k& hoach mai.”

T6i nhin ra bon né van dang néi vé t& Playboy, v&i nhitng birc hinh clia

Vanna White. T6i mai chim dam trong tro choi ciia minh, hoan toan quén



bing chiing.

“Tui bay nghi€n qua roi”, to1 noi.

Bi€u hién cta Clark nhw th€ nhirng loi t6i néi lam ton thwong cadm xuc
cta né: “May ndi may cling muén xem ching co ma. May néi cd ay la
nguwoi phu nir dep nha't nwdc My.”

“Tao biét.”

“May tung néi ¢6 &y muroi di€m hoan my ma!”

“Tao bi€t.”

“Thé sao may lai cut hirng vay?”

To61 nghi dé€n Fletcher Mulligan, dén chi€c mdy IBM PS/2 nhirng bon
ngan do, dén tro choi v& van va vo vong van con can ca khoi thoi gian d€
hoan thanh. “Vi tao bi cA'm tidc, tui may khong nho a? Me tao nho ba Digby
canh chwng tao r'6i.”

Clark nhin sang dwong, hwdng dén cin nha gd hai phong ngli nhd xiu
cua ba Digby. Hién nha trong rdng, ctra sO thi t6i om. “Ba gia d6 di ngt ba
ti€ng tredre r'oi. Ba &y khong bi€t may 1én ra ngoai dau.”

“May khong mu6n 1 dip nay”, Alf hira v&i t6i. “Bon minh dén d6 cang
so'm thi cang mau giau.”

biéu nay khoi mao cho vo van ti€ng chudéng canh bdo rung vang. Qua
bao nhiéu nam, t6i da hoc dwoe cach dé chung trwd'c nhirng dw tinh giau-
lén-sau-mot-dém cua Alf. Nhw I'dn bon t6i danh ca tuan d€ kéo chi€c xe kéo
qua Wetbridge, thu nhit hop nhom d€ ban lai, vi thing Alf nghe néi chd
d6ng nét trd mdi hop mwoi xu. Bon t0i gom dworc hon tdm trdm hop tredc
khi phat hién ra rang Alf khong biét cach doc ky tw sau ddu phay, thuc ra ty
1€ 1a “,01”, mot xu mot hdp.

“May cé y teong gi a?” Toi hoi.



“Pon gian thdi”, Alf néi. “May bi€t cau chuyén vé Chua Jesus va con ca
khong?”

T6i nhin né chim chim, khong khoi boi 161, cd tim ra mdi li€n hé gitra
ciu chuyén trong Kinh thanh va nhirng blrc anh ctia Vanna White.

“La nhw thé nay”, Alf ti€p tuc. “Chuda Jesus di dew mot bira tiéc & Galilee
hay dau do, lic d6 ¢ nam ngan ngwoi xud't hién. Bon ho gan nhw chét doi,
lai dang & gitra sa mac, nhwng ta't ca nhirng gi ho c6 chi 1a mo6t con ca. Mot
con ca r6 nhd xiu xwong xau bay trén dia. Nhwng Chua Jesus tran an: ‘Moi
ngwoi dwng lo, cir chuyén cho nhau, s€ c¢6 du cho tat ca.” Va Nguoi da
ding, d&y 132 mot phép mau, ho cit chuyén cdi dia va bang cich nao do,
ludn ¢6 da cho moi ngwoi. Ngwoi da cho ndm ngan nguwoi an chi véoi mot
con cd. Cau chuyén la nhw theé”. Nhuwng may cé ty hoi xem: S€ th€ nao néu
Chia Jesus #inh tién con c4 d6? N&u Nguoi ¢6 mot ¢ may phép thuat bién
mdt con c4 thanh nim ngan con va ban hai @6 mdi con? D6 1a diéu tao dang
noi dén, Billy a. Cd mdy phép thuat d6 ton tai! NG c6 that!”

To61 quay sang Clark: “Dich sang tie€ng Anh xem?”

Clark dwa cho t6i mau gidy, toi dit né dwdi anh dén lo mor ngoai hién.
Trong 4nh 13 gwong mit clia Alf bj bién dang sau tAm thiy tinh. Mit né
nhim, tia sing tring soi rd d6ng mun trén tran né. Gidng nhwr ban mit nd
dwoc in ra to mdy in Xerox - ngoai chuyén khuén mit né ¢ mau, nhr mot
tam hinh trong tap chi hao nhoang nao d6. Toi chwa tirng thd'y cdi gi giong
nhw the'.

“May lam thé nao v&i né vay?” T6i hoi.

“Mdy in mau Xerox. Van phong cla me tao vira mua mot cdi. Sao in bat
ctr thir gi may mudn v&i day dd mau sic.”

Bong nhién tdi hinh dung dwoc moi thi nd néi ldc nay.

“May tinh in nhirng t&m hinh cia Vanna White a?”



“Chinh xac”, Alf no6i.
N6 dwa t6i bang liét k& gid ca:
KHONG BI KIEM DUYET! VANNA WHITE!
KHONG BI KIEM DUYET!
1tam -2 do
3tim -5 do
10 tdm - 10 do
Ngwoi tinh caa nwoec My
Nhuv quy khach chwa twng bié't dén nang
“PAT HANG NGAY HOM NAY”’

“Tao ghét phdi cong nhan chuyén nay”, t6i ndi, “nhwng may ding la
thién tai.”

Alf hot cui dau: “Cam on may.”

Nhirng to bdo 14 cai va chwong trinh truyén hinh néi vé cac birc hinh
ctia Vanna White ca thang nay. Bon nam sinh 1&p tdm va 1op chin sén sang
rong rin x&p hang d&€ dwa Alf tién in trwa clia ching. N6 s& 14y mot to tap
chi bdn d6 va in Xerox ra hang dong tién. Chi c6 mot van de.

“Tap chi dau?”

“T&1 nay ching ta s€ cé né. Tyler Bell mu6n gitp do.”

Chéc t6i nghe Tam. Tyler 1&n hon bon tdi ba tudi, hoc khéa trén. Hén 1a
dra duy nha't trong khu ph6 cé mét chi€c xe mdy - mét chi€c Harley 1968
nd banh bach v&i dong co dau xéng cyc ngiu. Hin mic ¢ da vao mua
dong va d'd jean lic he. Hin mic luan phién cd nim nguyén mdt td do so’
mi nhac heavy metal: Iron Maiden, Metallica, Megadeth, Slayer. Quan tay

cta hdn thi dinh ghim, con d6i bot ludn mon ca d€” vi han chang quan tam.



“Tw khi nao ching ta l1a ban cta Tyler Bell vay?” T6i hoi.

“That ra anh ta cling choi dwoc”, Alf néi. “Nhirng chuyén vé anh ta
thwong 1a bia dat.”

“Trwe viéc anh ta ting ‘xoac” mot cd gido”, Clark néi toac ra. “Senora
Fernandez. Chuyén d6 hoan toan co that.”

“Xoac” mot cd gido chi la chuyén nhd so v&i mé tin ¢6n ma tbi tung
nghe. Nguwoi ta néi Tyler cuoi xe d€n New York dip cudi tudn, danh da'm
voi ddn hdm mo6 nhac heavy metal roi “xoac” v&i dam ding dwong &
Times Square. Pang ngac nhién la nhtrng chuyén nay khong h€ lam dam
con gdi 1&p tdi ngling phat dién vi hin ta. Khi Tyler vénh véo di qua diy th
d'd ctia bon nd, ca bon cit nga vit ra, gidng nhu hin budc ra tir trang bia
cudn ticu thuyét tinh cdm cta Harlequin vay. Chic c6 18 kiép trwdc hin ta
1a hai tac hoac mdt chi€n binh Viking.

“Tai sao Tyler lai gidp tui may?” Tdi hdi. “Sao hin biét dwoc ca tén tui
may?”

“Tao va Alf dang mac d6 sau khi tap the' duc”, Clark giai thich. “Bon tao
noi vé Zelinsky trong phong ci't d6 va Tyler nghe 16m. Anh ta li€n quay
sang ndi bon tao s€ ¢ to tap chi n€u dwa anh ta hai mwoi d6”.

“Va may da trd cho hin?”

“Khong, chwa dau”, Alf n6i. “Chung ta s€ gap anh ta ngay thoi. Tai nha
ga.”

“Tao khong muén may cé cadm gidc bi cho chau ria”, Clark vong vo.
“Tao nghi may muén c6 mat & d6 khi ca bon nhin thdy nhirng birc dnh
kia.”

Clark kh4 than trong. Mdi khi n6é gdp van may né s& chong loan bdo cho
ca bon. Trong ky trc xwa nha't cda t6i vé nd, khi chiing tdi hdy con la dam

nhéc con di bd vE tr nha tré trong mdt con bao tuyét, Clark tinh co trong



tha’y mdt thanh sdcola hi€u Hershey phu tuyé&t. Bat ky dira tré nao ciling sé
nhét tdi thanh keo cho riéng minh. Nhung Clark nam tudi dau ngdi xudng
tuy€t, boc thanh sdcdla Hershey ra roi dung cdi cang bé thanh ba mi€ng
bang nhau. Thanh socola déng bing cing lai, phii day tuyét tring tinh, c6
1€ @6 1a thir tinh khi€t nhat, ngon lanh nha't ma toi ting dwoc an.

“Tao ra ngay”, t01 noi.

Trwdc khi ching t6i ra d&€n dwong Market, lic d6 gdn mwoi mot gior
dém, cac cwra tiém va nha hang da dong ctra. Hai bén dwong khong mot
bong nguwoi, thing hodc vai chiéc xe hoi qua lai. Theo chi dan cua Alf,
ching t6i d€ xe dap & phia sau ngan hang vi 1€ ca bon sé trong ngau hon
khi bach by dén gidp mdt Tyler. Xe mdy thi qua ngau, nhung ban dap thi
danh cho ddm con nit miéng con hoi swra.

Tyler ng6i thwr trén bing ghé phia tried'c nha ga. Hinh trén 4o thun cha
anh ta 1a mot cdi bé xi v&i con dao gam ngoi 1én mat nwdc, dong chir theo
ki€u goém ghiéc “Metal up Your Ass*”. Anh ta chd néi gi khi ching t6i
buwdc dén, chi ding ddy va di vong qua bén kia nha ga. D6 1a toa nha cao
nha't & Wetbridge - cong trinh ba ting dwoc trang trf bing nhiéu mdi nha,
hang cot dung va ban cong.

Tén mot ban nhac cia nhom nhac rock Metallica.

Tyler dwng lai dwdi bong d6 ctia toa nha, mot khodng nhd gitra thiing rac
di dong va hang rao mét c4o.

“Ai day?” Anh ta hoi.

To1 nhan ra anh ta dang 4m chi toi.

“Pay la Billy”, Alf néi. “N6 khong c6 van dé gi dau.”

Tyler ¢6 vé nghi ngai. “Nhin may quen quen”, anh ta néi voi toi. “Lam
sao tao bi€t may nhi?”

“Ngan ta d6 cta td6i k& bén anh. Cta anh 1a A29. Cua t6i la A28.”



“May dang dua v&i tao ddy a. Nghiém tic ch®?” Anh ta 1ic dau khong
tin. “Tao ludn nghi cdi th d6 trdng réng, khdng c6 y han hoc gi dau.”

Khong van dé gi. T6i ludn mudn tang hinh tredc nhitng ga nhw Tyler
Bell, va r0 rang t6i da thanh cong.

Alf xliy ra to’ hai mwoi d6: “To tap chi dau?”

Tyler nhét to tién vao tdi nhwng phot 1o cau hdi: “Néu c6 ai dén, tao
mudn tui bay tan ra. Mdi dira chay mdi hudng. Tui cdm s& khong bit dwoc
ca dam, hi€u chwa?”

Khong, t6i chd hi€u, khong hiéu ndi. Nha ga ving tanh. Phong vé ciing
cai ctra im im. Chaalng c6 ma nao ng'6i cho’ trén san ga ca.

“Khu bén do'c ching c6 ai”, Alf ddm bao v&i anh ta. “Pua to tap chi cho

bon em di.”

Tyler cau c6: “Tao chwa bao gio’ ndi tao s€ dem to tap chi cho tui bay.
Tao n6i s€ chi cho tui bay cach 18y né.”

“Y anh 12 sa0?”

“Xem va hoc di.”

Tyler budc d&n hang rao lwdi mét cdo, gi chiéc bt vao mat lwdi va bit
dau leo. Nha'c ca than hinh cong kénh, anh ta di chuyén ra't uyé€n chuyén va
khong giy ti€ng dong, leo 1én tim lwdi mdt cach diéu nghé nhv Nguwoi
nhén vay. Khi leo 1én cach mit da't khoang hai mét, anh ta bit mot chan qua
hang ro, thong chin trong chin ngoai, réi anh ta nim mot canh ciy lo
léng trén cao, reén ngudi theo thé thang dimg, gitt thing bing trén hang
rao nhw nghé nhéan du day.

“Anh dang lam gi vay?” Alf hoi.

Vin vao canh cdy cho nguoi thit vieng, Tyler budc qua bén trén hang

rao, roi bang lén trén mai nha ga.



“Lén di, maYy ti€u thu”, anh ta néi. “Hay nha’c chan 1én di. Tao chealng co
ca dém dau.”

AIf khdng cin doi bi goi T4n tht hai. N6 nhdy 1&n hang rdo, cd bét
chudc nhitng dong téc uyén chuyén cia Tyler, nhung né ching hé c6 sirc
manh va sy thanh thuc cia anh ta. N6 bam chit vao mét ludi giong nhw
dang bij dién giat vay, roi Clark va toi phai day mong né d€’ dwa nd 1€n trén.

“Dén lrot tao”, Clark xung phong.

“Chung ta dang lam céai quai gi the' nay?” To61 [am bam.

“Binh tinh nao”, n6 néi. “Tyler khong c6 nhiéu thoi gior dau!”

Clark nhét cdi cang cia n6 qua hang rao, tha 1dng nra than trai, r'oi dung
canh tay lanh lan d€ ty day than minh 1€n. Qua nhi€éu nam, né da hoc céach
dén bu cho nira y&u bén kia, hing dm né chdng day d€ gitr thAn minh cin
ddi, né dé dang trd thanh dira ceong trang nhit va cé dang thé thao nhat
d4m bon t6i (dii phai thira nhan ring diéu dé chgng no6i 1€n gi nhiéu). Clark
c6 the’ 1a mdt van dong vién “da-zi-nang” nhw dién kinh, béng d4, quan vort,
vat, tham chi ¢6 th€ 1a bong chay - nhung cai cang da ngan can né the
nghiém nhirng mon dé6. N6 ghét ta't ca nhirng hoat ddng nao gay chi y dén
doi tay.

Twng buwdc mdt, cad bon nhap hodi véi Tyler trén mai nha ga, r'oi theo anh
ta d&n cau thang thoat hi€m 1én néc mai cao hon & fang hai. Tw d6, ching
toi ty gdi va tay 1én thanh chong ding. Ching tdi men theo 1én dén dinh
ctia nha ga - mot mdi nho ra trong dugc cad dwong Market. Chiing tdi dang
deng cach mit da't mwdi lim mét, ndm bep trén 1&p ngdi lop mdi da ran nit
va virong vai phan chim. Mdng d4n nwdc mwa ddy nwde ¢ dong va c6 mui
nhw ddnh rim.

“Noi nay dinh that!” Alf thi tham. “Sao anh phat hién ra dwoc vay?”



Tyler nhin vai: “Anh tao chi tao. Doi khi tui tao cling dAn ma’y ¢ 1én
day.”

“D€ ‘hd hi” a?” Alf hdi. N6 dang chdy nwdc dai.

T6i thd’y that xdu hd vi ciu hdi ctia nd, nhung Tyler chi cwoi: “Tao da
Xt bi€t bao nhiéu dira trén cdi hién nay hon ca doi tui may c6 dwoc roi.”
Anh ta nhin 1én bau troii dém. “M3ay dira con gdi nhin thd’y nhirng ngdi sao
ay va giong nhw la day nijt ciia ching ty bung ra vay.”

T6i nhwdng vE phia triede, nhoai nguoi ra mang nwdc. Pinh nha ga dem
dén céi nhin bao quat ta't ca toa nha xung quanh.

“Thé& to’ tap chi dau?” Toi hoi.

“Nhin qua bén kia dwong di”, Tyler néi. “Tui may cé thdy nha hang
Twdong quan Tso khong? Cai nha hang ngwoi Hoa & géc dwong ay?”

Ngon Everest cia Twdng quian Tso l1a nha hang tuyét nha't trong khu
phd’, 12 noi duy nha't d€ din ban gdi di né€u nhw khong ¢ xe hoi. Moi mén
trong thyc don dwoe ban trong hop ntra lit hay mot lit.

“C6 thang thodt hi€m phia sau nha hang”, Tyler gidi thich. “Diéu tui
may can lam la leo thang qua mdi cua cdi nha hang dé. Tui may phai im
ling vi tay chd sdng trén fang trén clia nha hang. Hin c6 mdt cin & ting
hai.”

“Poi ti”, tdi ngat 1oi. “Ching ta dang néi gi thé nay? Pang 1am gi trén
day?”

Tyler thé dai va nghe rd ti€ng, gidng nhw ndi bt an 1on nh't cda anh ta
veé to1 da dwoc xac nhan.

“Cir nghe anh ta di”, Clark ndi.

“Phai daYy, ti€p tuc di, Tyler”, Alf bénh vuec.



Tyler tiép tuc, Clark bit dau ghi chid. N6 rit ra mot ciy biit chi va to
gidy vé phdc thdo day toa nha doc theo dwong Market. Tw di€m nhin cda
chiing t6i, trong chiing kh4 nhd va d& dang leo tréo bang thang, gidng nhw
cac chwdng ngai trong tro choi dién tir. Hau hét cira hang déu san sat nhau,
nhwng mot rdnh nhd da ngan cach nha hang Twdng quan Tso v&i cira hiéu
k& bén.

“Tui may s€ phai nhay qua cai ranh nay”, Tyler giai thich. “Sau d6 tui
may s& dén tiém ban xe dap. Ho dung tang hai d€ chira @6 nén tui may om
som c¢& nao ciing dwgee. R6i di vé huedng dong. Cira hang xe dap, cong ty
du lich, tiém Zelinsky. Ong ta ciing ding tAng hai d€ chira 6. Nhitng chiéc
may danh chr cli va may th v& van. Thé& nén tui may khong viéc gi phai
s¢’ chuyén cai co 0n a0.”

T6i quay qua Alf roi thi thim: “Sao anh ta bié€t hét ma’y thir nay?”

“Tao lam viéc & d6 mua he nam ngodi”, Tyler giai thich. “Nay, tui may
¢6 thd’y chd nho ra trén mdi khong? Céi hop vudng nhd d6. D6 1a cira sap.
Zelinsky khéa no tir bén trong, nhung ca céi cra thi banh twr 1au roi. GO thi
muc, may cdi ban Té thi gi sét. Tyi may c6 thé 14t né ra bing tay khong
cling dwore ntra 1a. Con ding cdi xa beng thi ton ching hai gidy 1a cing.”

It ra toi cling hi€u rang anh ta dang chi din bon t6i thyc hién mot vy dot
nhdp: “Anh dua a? M2y ngwoi mudn trdm ma’y to tap chi a?”

Mot thoang trdi qua, khong ai néi voi ai 10 nao.

“A”, Clark 1y su, “that ra ciing khong hin 1a trdm n€u nhw ching ta trd
tién. Ching ta c6 the d€ tién tai quaiy. Bon d6 cho moi tor ching ta 18y di.”

“Chung ta s€ stra cai cua sdp khi thoat ra”, Alf néi. “Ching ta s&¢ dem
theo tua vit va ching ta s& gin cdi ban Ié vao.”

“Khong”, to1 n6i. “Con lau!”

“Tai sao khong?” Tyler hoi.



“Vi Alf vira dwa cho anh hai mwoi d6 r'6i con gi! Sao anh khong bwdc
vao ctra hang r'oi mua mot to’ cho né di?”

“Nhuw vay thi pham phap”, Tyler n6i.

“Cai nay m&i 1a pham phéap”, t6i néi. “Anh dang bao chiing t6i d6t nhap
tiém Zelinsky va an trom tap chi.”

Toi chgng bi€t minh da 18y dau ra diing khi d6i dau voi Tyler Bell nira.
Trong anh ta nhu the sdp day tdi xudng mdi nha ga vay. Nhung phai c6 ai
no6i gi d6. “Ké& hoach” ctia anh ta that v& van. RO rang 1a Nhiém vu bat khd
thi.

C4i 1ii ban t6i bi mic ket trong d6 ma't roi.

“Dé khong phai la trdm n€u chung ta tra tién”, Clark 13p lai.

“Pung vay”, to1 noi.

“Ch:fmg ai biet dau”, Alf noi. “Zelinsky s€ thdy tién trén quay. Chung ta
dem Vanna White v€ nha. Poi bén cung c6 1ot ma.”

“Chinh xac”, Tyler néi. Clark vé xong phac d6 thi dwa moi nguoi xem.

Tyler lié€c qua r'oi gat dau chap nhan. “Ké& hoach da’y. Ba budc don gian.”
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T6i quay sang Tyler nhitng mong tim mot 1o gidi thich rd rang: “Nay,
anh dwoc loi gi toe chuyén nay? Sao anh lai di cing ba dira tay mo’ vao mot
t07 thir Sau thé nay?”

Clark nin thé, nhw th€ cau hdi cda tdi cyc ky tho thién vay: “Chda o,
Billy, anh ta dang cw xw lich thiép day.”

Tyler dwong nhw chdng may ban tim: “Tao chi giét thoi gian thdi, ong
twdng. Tao ¢6 hen véi dam ban lic bdy gio ba mwoi, va tao nghi nén gitp
tui bay trong ldc cho’ doi.” Anh ta bao di€éu nay nhw mot 1€ thwong tinh,
nhwng 10 gidi thich &y lam t6i khyng lai: Tyler Bell that kinh khiing, anh ta
s€ khong hu hi tredgc mueoi mot gio reai khuya! “Nhwng né€u tui bay khong

can tao gidp thi...”

“C6 chwr, tui em cO che!” Clark nai ni.

“Tién hanh ngay bay gio di”, Alf n6i. “Hay lam ngay dém nay di!”



“C6 dieu”, Tyler n6i, “Zelinsky da cai chuéng bdo ca cdi tiém doé roi.
Ctra triedre, ctra sO va ctra sp trén mai. Nén ngay khi tui may mé no ra, hé
thdng chudng lién phét tin hiéu bdo dong. Tui may c6 sdu muoi gidy tit né
tredre khi cd noi nay sdng trung nhw ngay 1& Qudc khanh. Tiéng coi, 4nh
deén pha va ca dong thr sau d6 nitra.”

Bén dwdi, mot vién canh sat dang cham rai di tudn quanh khu dwong
Market. D 6ng 4y khong thd’y cd bon nhuwng dita ndo ciing im phing phic
cho dén khi 6ng 2y di mdt quang xa.

“Thé tit chuéng bao dong nhu thé nao?” Alf hdi.

“C6 mot bang s& nhd gan ctra tredre. Ghi la ‘HE thdng an ninh Ademco’.
May nhdn mat ma vao day. B¢ la van dé. Tao khong bi€t ma.”

“Thé ai biet?”

“Chi Zelinsky biét. Va con gai hin: Mary.” Tyler quay sang Clark. “Pé
1a nhi€ém vu cia may.”

Clark nhdy mét: “Em w?”

“May phdi néi chuyén ngot ngao v&i con bé d6, Nhéc Pep ma. Bam bao
no tin may sdi cd.”

Du bén trén mai nha ga t6i den nhw muec, t6i bi€t Clark dang dd mat:
“Em khong biét db ngot ai ca.”

“Chéc chin may 1am dwoc. May 1a dira dep trai ma. May dn mic banh
bao. May lich thi¢p. Néu may ty tin thém ti ntra, may s€ cwa dwoc cd
dong.”

Clark gio cai cang 1én: “Con cai nay thi sao?”

“Po6 1a vii khi bi mat cia may!” Tyler néi. “May cho né xem céi ban tay
kinh di ndy mdi khi c6 cor hoi. Vi céi d6 khién bé Map tin may hi¢u khong?

Cai d6 lam con bé do thdy an toan.”



Clark chflng de lot tai dworce ti nao. N6 lic nao ciing ngai nging trwdc
ddm con gdi, n6 san sang bing qua dwong chi d&€ né mot cd nao do.

“Nghe tao nay”, Tyler ti€p tuc. “Mary lam viéc tai ctra hang vao gio
triea. Con bé nay cling c¢é hirng nhw khi vay, hi€u khong? Tao phai cho n6
mot gdy. N6 ching the roi doi tay md mim khoi ngwdi tao. N6 khat khao
hanh su.”

“Em khong... em khong mudn lam gi ¢6 2y hét”, Clark noi.

“Chi di choi thoi”, Tyler néi. “N6i chuyén v&i nd, ndi gi vui vui &Y.
Dién nhu thich né that. Rd né di xem phim, nghich téc n6, hdon né...”

“Em khong hon c6 &y dau”, Clark néi. “Em mudn to tap chi. Em rat
muon. Nhung em khong hon ¢6 8y.”

“Vay thoi”, Tyler noi, nang gdi 1én. “Cam on vi da lam phi thoi gian cia
tao. Tao twdng tui may that sy nghiém tic.”

“Bon em nghiém tic!” Alf n6i. “Bon em ra't nghi€ém tac!”

“Vay may can 18y mat ma”, Tyler nai ni.

Dén day, tdi woc minh chwa ting rovi khoi nha. K& hoach caa Tyler that
nham nhi. Co hdi thanh cong la con s& khong. Bat ky c¢6 gai nao du thong
minh d€ 1ap trinh Invisible Touch 1€n chi€c may C64 sé ché"mg ngu ngoc cho
ngwoi khac bi€t ma an ninh ctra tiém cua bd ¢6 &y. Bon t6i phi stc tréo 1én
tan noc nha ga d¢ chrflng dworc gi.
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“Em khong lam dau”, Clark khang khang. “Em 18y lam ti€c.”

“Vay em s& 1am”, Alf mién cuwdng néi. “Em khong thich chuyén nay va
em s€ gdp ac mong ca doii. Nhung em sé€ hy sinh vi dai cudc.”

Tyler 14c dau: “Con bé d6 map, nhung né khoéng c6 mu. Phai 14 anh

chang Bryan Adams nay day.”



Clark nhin ché gidng Bryan Adams teo nao, nhwng toi bi€t y Tyler la gi,
né s& htru vé dep tw nhién ciia mdt ngwoi ma ching ta mong dwoe nhin
tha’y trén san khau ca nhac. Trong khi d6 Alf nhin nhw mét dira nhéc mo
hoi nhé nhai ditng & quiay d'6 vit, bdn banh quy mém va xtc xich nwdng.

“Tao khong lam dau”, Clark noi.

Bon né cai nhau chi chée, nhwng t61 bi€t Clark s€ khong nhwong bod, néd
c6 th€ sdn sang cwdp mot ctra tiém, nhueng né qud quan tr dén do6 khong
mudn lam ton thwong cdm xdc cha ai d6. Té6i mudn roi khoi cdi mai va vé
nha. T6i mu6n quay lai l1ap trinh tro choii cda t6i. P6 cling 1a ldc t6i ndy ra y
twdng 1on - con dong nao ngd'c nghéch nay khi€n toan bd cau chuyén buon
Ay bét dau khdi dong.

“Thoi d€ tao di”, tdi noi.

“May?” Tyler hoi.

“That a?” Clark néi.

“fJ’, tao lam dworc”, to1 n6i. “Tao s€ 18y cai ma do.”

b6 1a loi néi doi. T6i nghi chzamg ai ¢6 the’'18y dworc cdi ma do. Toi tham
chi con chaalng 1&€n k& hoach d¢€ thit. Nhwng gid vor cd lam theo k& hoach nay
cho t6i mot 1y do hop 1y dén cira hang d€ khoe tro Phdo dai cdim v&i Mary.
C6 18 ¢O Ay biét cach chinh stra. T6i van con mudi 1dm ngay triede han chét
d thi.

Tyler c6 vé nghi ngo nén t6i gia vor lam mot tén khon: “Nhwng tao can
thoi gian. Tao khdng the€ bwdc vao ctra hang r'6i cham vao nguc con bé ay.
Chéc 12 s& mat mdt hay hai tuan chir chfmg dua. Rat ¢6 kha nang Ia hai.”

Clark ddn mét nhin t6i khong khdi kinh ngac. N6 biét tdng tdi ching so
nguc ai diu, to6i con chgng qua dwoe noi budc dau tién: “That ha Billy?

May sé hon con bé d6?”



“Hbn nd, mon tré'n nd, thdm chi di xa hon néu ¢an”, téi néi. “Tui may
muu tinh k& hoach chi ti€t khac di trong khi tao lam than véi Em gdi Heo.”
L'an dau tién sudt buoi to1, Tyler nhin t6i voi vé kinh trong, thAm chi ¢
phan nguwéng md. Anh ta v0 vai t0i: “May thd’y dd’y! Pdy mdi la nhing gi

tao dang néi dén. Pay la ki€u thai d6 m&i lam nén chuyén dworc!”
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Mang Internet ma chung ta bi€t d€n khong ton tai vao nam 1987, nhung
ngwoi ta sdn sang chi trd ba mwoi chin d6 phi thanh vién va mwoi hai do
mdi gior d€ ¢6 th€ két ndi vao CompuServe* von 1a diéu tuyét voi tiép
theo. N&u Internet ngay nay nhw vii tru rong 1on ¢6 hang ty trang blog thi
CompuServe giong nhe mot cau lac bd giao t& nhd va riéng tw hon. C6
nhirng chi d€ gi¢i han d€ ban ludn va chi mét ddm tro choi. TA't cd moi thi
dwgc CompuServe ki€m sodt, chi ¢6 thanh vién cia CompuServe mdi ¢6
the vao trong do.

CompuServe 12 mdt co' s& dich vu thong tin trye tuyén bang mdy tinh
16'n nhé't va thanh cong nhat.

Khong cé cac video, hinh dnh hay am thanh. Ciing chaamg c6 mau nua.
B0 diéu giai 300-baud kho ¢6 th€ truyén céac ky tw ASCII, va cac toe dan 1ap

d4dy man hinh cla chiing ta, mdi fan mot k... y... t... w. Mdi twong tdc



gidng nhw dgri mot anh Polaroid hién Ién. Sau khi ddng nhdp vao trang, toi

phai cho ca phiit d€ cac muc chinh tai vé:

Dich vu Théng tin CompuServe
23:12 mii gid phia Pédng thud Sa&u ngay 15 thang 5
nam 87
1. Bado chi
2. Tai chinh
3. Gidi tri
4. Coéng dong
5. Théng tin ngudi ding CompuServe
6. Thu dién tu
Nhdp con sbé tuy chon vao, hodc bam H dé biét
thém thdéng tin.

>

T6i chon s& 6, Thu dién tir - cach don gian d€ lién lac voi Mary ma
khong céin ghé tiém hay d6i mat voi Zelinsky. Luat 1€ cude thi dé€n tir mot
nhém nguwoi dung CompuServe va s6 nhan dang thanh vién clia Mary dwoc
in trén d4u trang. Mot the dién t& trén CompuServe ¢6 t6i da mwoi hai

dong nén t61 cd gang vi€t tin nhdn ngdn gon.

GUI: 59453,1
TU: 38584,8

1: CHAO, BAN CO PHAI MARY ZELINSKY KHONG?
2: TOI TEN LA WILL MARVIN.



3: TOI PA & CUA HANG CUA BAN NGAY HOM TRUGC.

4: BAN PA NOI vOI TOI VE CUOC THI COA TRUONG
RUTGERS.

5: BAN SE THAM GIA CHU?

6: TOI MUON.. NHUNG TRO CHOI CUA TOI VAI QUA.

Khi hoan thanh, t61 nhan Enter va CompuServe dwa cho t61i mdt trang
phu:

CAC LUA CHON

1. XEM LAI VOI MINI-EDITOR
2. cuing sva
3. GUI

NHAN CON sO PE LUA CHON TAC VU HAY PHIM M PE VE
MUC CHINH, HAY PHIM H PE PUQC GIUP BO.

>

T6i chon s& 3, chirc nang GfJ’I, CompuServe cho biét tin nhin s& dwoc
gui di trong vong bdn d&n hai mwoi bén gio'. Sau do, toi thoat ra that nhanh
d€ khong bj tinh thém ba't cr phi nao vao thé tin dung cia me t6i. Toi hy
vong cho d&n lic nhan dwoc ban ké Visa, ba dd quén rang tdi bi cAm st
dung mdy 64.

Toi ki€m tra CompuServe I4n nita vao dém sau, nhung van khong c6
h'61 am. Piéu nay cheamg hé khién tdi ngac nhién. CompuServe qu4 dit tién,
nhiéu ngwoi (nha't 1a bon tré con) khoéng thé€ chi tra cho né. Do y&u td' lién

quan dén thoi gian gii thw nhw riia bo nén ta ¢6 thé hi€u 1y do viéc trao doi



thu dién ti thwong kéo dai sudt hang tuan, thim chi hiang thang. Giong nhw
gtri thong di€p vao mdt cai chai, chzalng bi€t khi nao c6 &y nhin dwoc nd
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vay.

Nhwng khi dén trrong vao sang thir Hai, t6i thdy ai d6 da d€ cai dia
mém c6 kich thwde 5% qua khe ta cda tdi. Mat tredre cdi dia ¢6 dan mot
nhin tring nhd dé tén toi. Toi cilp tiét dau (DAn nhdp Lich st), di vao
phong mady tinh cua trwong. Ca 1&p dang hoc, t6i thu hinh sau cdi may
trdng hd'c & day ban cudi 1op. Man hinh mdy tinh da 1on d€ che khua't mit
toi khdi hwdng nhin cua c6 Grecco. Co gido day danh mdy qua lai trwede
16;p, doc nhirng ky tw d€ hoc sinh gd phim: “A, A, A, A... S, S, S, S... D,
D,D,D...

T6i bd dia vao 0 va mé thw muc. Chi ¢ mot tap tin duy nha't dwgc dat
tén PLAYME*. Thé 1a t6i tai n6 vé b nhd va nhan CHAY. Man hinh phu
mot mau den, roi day chu.

“MO TOI RA” (tam dich).

Ban dang dling bén ngoai cda hang mdy danh chi va
vdt dung vdn phong Zelinsky & khu phd cua
Wetbridge. Ban dang mang chiéc dén 16ng bang déng
va mot cai dia mém. Trén mit dat 13 pin may tro
thinh.

T6i nhan ra day la mdt tro choii, hay it ra 1a mot game co nhd, md phdng
nhirng cudc phiéu lwu gidng nhw Zork. Ngwoi choi g6 1énh va tro choi hinh

thanh cdt truyén bang con chit thay vi hinh anh. Téi thtt go:

>NHAT PIN



Va trd choi h'di ddp bang:

Ban cdi xudng va nhdt pin mdy tro thinh (cé 1é&
vi ban cé 1ly do gé dung loai pin nay. Kha la.)

piém sé cda ban via tdng 1lén 50 diém!
Puwoc khich 1€, t6i cdi ngwoi xudng ban phim va ti€p tuc choi.
>BUGC VAO CUA HANG

Ban budc vao cua hang. Sal Zelinsky dang dung
diy, sUa moét cai may danh chli. Theo hudng bac, cb

mot 16i di dan sau vao trong cua hang.
>PI VE HUONG BAC

< el A . P 1
Sal nhdy ra, chdn 16i di cbta ban. “Téi cbé theée

gitp ban khoéng?”
>HOTI SAL VE MARY

Sal 1liéc nhin ban va l&c nhe cdi tai nghe biang
nhya g&n trong tai phdi cl@la 6ng ta. “Xin 18i chang
trai tré, ta chéng nghe thdy gi. Cau néi lai duogc
khéng?”

>HOT SAL VE MARY

Ong ta l&c dau: “Xin 16i, ta ching hiéu céu néi

gi. Pin may trg thinh ct@a ta chdc hdéng mat rdi.”



>PUA PIN CHO SAL

Sal vui mung nhédn 14y mén qua. (Ban cé thém 50
diém). Ong ta cho pin vao may tro thinh. “A, tét

hon réi!” Ong ta la lén. “C&4u dang ndéi gi nhiz”
>HOI SAL VE MARY

“Con bé & phia sau!” Ong ta néi va ra khéi 16i
di. Ban nhdn ra rang Zelinsky 13 ngudi tét mot khi
ban lam than véi 6ng ta. Ong ta chi v& céc 1léc dé

doa nhing ai dén mua hang rip tam trém cip.
>PI VE HUONG BAC

Ban di vé phia sau cda hang va thdy Mary dang
ngdi bén mdy tinh. C6 4y dang nghe dia don tuyét
cl méo cuta Phil Collins: NO JACKET REQUIRED, nhung
tréng khéng mdy vui vé. “Trdi oi”, cbé 4y ndéi bang

quo. “Phdi chi t6i c6 mét trd choi thd vi nhi.”
>DANH MUC

Ban dang mang theo mdt cdi dén 1éng bang ddéng va

mét cai dia mém.
>PUA CAI PIA CHO MARY

“Cam on”, Mary néi. CO6 ay cho dia mém vao may

tinh rdéi hoan toan bi hit vao trd choi quéa dinh.



Tran nha v& tung thanh nhling chd budém, thién théan
tU thién gidi bay xudng va hat nhing bai théanh ca.
T4t cd moi ngudi cung sbébng hanh phic bén nhau mai

mai.
KET THOC.

piém sb cua ban hién 1a 100/100, ban dang & muc
TUYET VOI.

(Nghiém tdc ma néi, hay dén cia hang sau gid hoc

va mang tro choi cda cdu theo nhé - Mary Z)

Ti€ng 14y rén clia cdc ndt nhac phat ra qua dan loa cia mdy tinh, t6i
nhan ra ching 1a doan nhac dao bai Jump ctia Van Halen. Téi cvoi lon. R
rang c6 the€'14p trinh cac ban nhac cua Van Halen trén chi€c may 64.

C6 Grecco ngung bai giang, thét vao mat toi: “Billy Marvin! Em dang
lam gi & phia sau dd@'y? Ma em dau phai hoc & 1op nay!”

T6i chup 18y céi dia r'oi chay tot ra phia ctra. Lt sau, vao gio an trua,
toi ding mot mdy tinh trong thw vién treong d€ xem xét chwong trinh nay
ki hon. Du tro choi nay khd don gian nhwng ma héa né lai kha phirc tap.
Mary da 14p trinh tro choi twong tac dwoe véi hang ta cac 1énh va yéu cau
ma t6i chwa twng thit. N6 phirc tap hon bat cir chwong trinh nao trong
nhtrng tap chi yéu thich cda t6i - va khong hi€u sao cd 2y lai thyc hién toan
bd viéc d6 chi trong mdt ngay cudi tuan.

Khi t6i quay lai ti€ém Zelinsky vao buoi chi€u hdm do6, khong c¢6 pin may

tror thinh trén dwong va toi cling chflng mang cdi dén 1'ong bang d6ng nao



ca. Nhuwng t6i ¢6 dem theo cédi dia mém va Sal Zelinsky dang cho ngay bén
ctra tredre, hut thud'c va doc tor Wall Street Journal.

“Co viec gi?”

“Mary c6 day khong a?”

Ong ta dit 6ng di€u xudng, ga’p t& bdo lai, nhin ca ngwdi toi. “Cau da &
day tudan trede”, 6ng ta nhiu may néi. “N6i nhdm gi d6 vEé cong ty phan
mém.”

“N6 khong hé nham. Chau lam tro choi that.”

“Sao ta phai tin cau?”

T61 dwa cho Ong ta céi dia. Trén bia dia ghi:

PHAO PAI CAM
Tro choi caa Will Marvin
Ban quy'én © 1987 béi Cong ty PhidAn m'ém Planet Will

Zelinsky cam géc cai dia va 14t qua 1at lai xem, gidng nhw dang ki€m tra
to tién that hay gia vay. “DAy chi 13 ci nhan”, ong ta néi. “Thing hé nao
cling vi€t duegee tén 1€n nhan.”

To6i cling mang bang in ctia ma - tdm trang, cach dong don, theo ki€u ma
tran di€m. Zelinsky xem so’ qua, chzatng doc gi nhi€u, vi bang ma doi voi
ong ta di nhi€n khong khac gi ti€ng Hy Lap. “Cau hi€u cdi nay a? Cai dong
PEEK va POKE* nay va ca cai chfmg ra at gidp gi nay a?”

Trong tin hoc, PEEK va POKE la nhtrng 1€nh dwoc dung trong mot s&
ngodn ngit 14p trinh bic cao nham xit 1y c4c ndi dung chuyén biét.

“Kha ro.”

Ong &y chi dai mot dong: “Céi gi ddy? POKE SC phay L 1a sao vay?”

“Cai do6 dung thay doi gia tri cia SC, mau ctia man hinh. Néu L 1a O thi

man hinh chuyén thanh mau den.”



“Con DS bing v&i PEEK JY?”

“N6 dung d€ ki€m tra gid tri cla tay cam d€ xem huwdong dang chi la
hwdng nao. Néu ta dang day 1én, gia tri 1a 3. Néu dang day xuéng...”

Ong ta trd tdi ban in. “Khong soda trén ban”, dng ta ndi. “Ta khong
mudn ba't ci* mén nao bj vor. Va ta mudn ciu vEé trede bay gio. Con bé con
phai lam bai tap.”

Chudng ctra trede rung 1én - ma’y khach hang mai buwde vao, hai nguoi
dan dng mic 4o khodc, thit ca vat - va Zelinsky xoay qua niém né dén tiép
ho. RO rang tdi dwoe ty do ti€n bwdc. Toi di nhanh vao trong tiém tredec
khi Zelinsky c¢6 th€ thay doi y dinh.

MO0t ban nhac rock nhe ctia nhém Hall & Oates You Make My Dreams
Come True dang phét ra tir dan loa gin trén tran nha. T6i thd'y Mary & chd
cli trong phong trirng bay hang. C6 &y hoi bi chéch vé phia truedc theo cai
ghé&’, hai nhan cAu cdch man hinh mot khodng ngén, gidng nhu co Ay dang
d&€m cac di€m anh vady. Co6 &y dang nghe mdy Walkman né€n khong nghe
thdy ti€hg chan toi dang budc dén. Am thanh chét chda. Tdi ¢6 the nghe
Phil Collins doi ra twr tai nghe cua co. Trén céi ban, canh chi€c C64 1a mot
lon Pepsi da mé& sén.

Co 2y tha'y to1 va thao tai nghe.

“Cau da nhan dwoec tin nhin cda minh”, ¢d Ay noi.

To6i gat dau: “Lam sao ciu biét ta @6 caa to?”

“Minh la hang xém cta Ashley Applewhite. Ban &y ndéi bi€t cach tim
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cau.
T6i ngac nhién 1a Ashley Applewhite bié€t ca tén cha t6i. C6 &y la dira
con gdi thudc loai con 6ng chdu cha. B6 ¢d Yy la tredng gidm sat toan bd

hé thong trrong hoc tai Wetbridge.



“Minh rat thich tro choi d6”, tdi néi voi ¢d &y. “Bai hat ctia Van Halen
qua hop.”

Mary nhtin vai va bao n6 chaamg cd gi to tat ca: “Minh nghi cau thich Van
Halen c0 dién co’, khong phai Van Halen cach tan.”

To6i khong ngo 1a ¢6 &y cling chd y dén di€m khac biét nay: “Piing vay.”

Co &y dang méc 4o blouse den, vdy den, v& den, giay cling den. Thé nay
thi s& dé nhAm I4n c6 &y v&i mot dira con gdi sau doi hoai ¢d phong cdch
thoi trang thap nién 80, ké hay lang vang quanh phong my thuit ¢ treong
toi, nhung gwong mat ctia Mary bi€u 10 ca nét cwoi ngay ca khi c6 &y
khong cwoi. N6i ¢d &y mdt trim b6n muoi can 16 rang 1a phéng dai qua
dang. Co &y trong day didn, nhung ddu dé€n mirc béo phi. Mary xoay cai
gh¢’lai vé phia ban d€'t6i c¢6 the€ ng'6i k& bén.

“Cau udng soda khong?”

“Khong, cdm on.”

“O day cé Pepsi, Slice, Dr Pepper va Jolt Cota. Cau thw Jolt Cota bao
gio chwa? N6 ¢6 lwong caffein nhiéu ga’p doi Pepsi da’y!”

“B6 cdu bdo khong mudn soda dinh trén ban dau!”

Mary thé dai va chuyén lon Pepsi 1én phia trén man hinh may tinh, gitr
thing bang cai lon trén ci d& nhd va phfmg ctia né. “Ong &y 1udn néi the,
nhwng minh ¢6 bao gio lam d6 nwdc dau!”

Cai lon 14p tirc trwgrt vVE phia tredre trén bé mat lon tu hoi, nghiéng sang
mot bén. To6i hoi chot da, nhoai ngudi ndm 14y né vira kip liic: “C6 18 nén
d€ no trén san.”

“Sao ciing dwoc”, cd &y ndi. “Ta xem tro choi nay nao.”

T6i dwa cho ¢6 Ay céi dia ¢6 nhan hi€u ctia Planet Will va chuan bj tinh

than khi minh sip thanh trd cwdi nhue ddi véi Alf va Clark. Mary nhin cdi



nhan hiéu va nd miéng cwoi. “Cong ty Phdn mém Planet Will, cdi tén hay
day”, cd &y noi. “Cau dang ky theong hiéu chwa?”

“Chwa dau.” Toi tham chi con chaalng hiéu dé 1a gi. “Cé can thi€t khong
nhi?”

“T&t nhién. Minh da c& dit t€n cong ty minh cd ndm nay. Cdi tén On
nha't tredre gior chinh 1a Radical Music.”

“Ciing kha day”, to1 noi.

“Planet Will nghe hay hon! N6 nghe that manh mé, né néi Ién sy vui vé
va ¢6 ca tén ciu trong d6 nira. Cau nén gianh 18y né di tredre khi ¢6 ai 18y
mat cua ciu.”

Mary tai tro choi vao bd nhé roi nhan CHAY. Théat ngac nhién 1a toi
nhin thdy canh tay minh dang run I1&én. T6i thyc sy bdi r6i. Toi chwa ting
chia sé tro choi clia minh v&i bat ¢ ai bi€t 14p trinh, ndi chi la ai d6 du
thong minh d€ thi€t k& mot trdo mini-game chi trong mot ngay cudi tuén.

Trén man hinh xudt hién mdt hinh dnh 8-bit cha mat tredc 14u dai.
Nguwoi huing va nang c6ng chda dirng & man hinh trung tdm khi nhac nén
phét ra, roi mot tén khong 16 bt 18y cong chia véc 1én vai hin va dem cd
Ay di.

“That tuyét!” Mary hét 1én. “Lam sao cau vé dwgc nhirng thir nay?”

“Koala Pad”, t6i giai thich. “R'6i t& chinh stra thém ti ntra véi Doodle.”

C6 &y rwedn minh vé phia man hinh, xem xét tdt cad nhirng chi ti€t ki
hon: “Troi o1, woc gi minh ¢6 the vé dwgc nhw thé” nay. Trang phuc cta co
Ay that 1o0ng 14y. CAu coOn ddt chim tua rua 1én chi€c mi cha cd 4y nira
kia!”

To6i khong tin dwore 1a ¢6 &y cling chid y dén viéc d6. BE tim hieu vé bd
d6 do6, to6i da tén ca gio luc loi bach khoa toan thw tai thw vién, nghién

ngdm chan dung cdc cong chia trén khip chau Au cho dén khi toi tim dworc



cai mu uwng y. N6 dwoc goi la hennin, trong né nhw cai mu choép nhon
khong 16.

“Xem tiép di”, toi n6i v&i co Ay. “Pay 1a lic moi thir bit dau té di!”

Tro choi bit dau va ngudi hing diing méanh ciing bit dau nhiém vu cla
minh tai chan nui, trong khi d6 nhirng tén linh gdc khong 16 vay quanh
chang ta. Nhiém vu cta ngwoi choi 1a phdi dea anh chang dén nudi, nhwng
moi thit di chuyén ruia bo kinh khing. Cdc nhan vt cit nhw dang méc ket
trong vung khong trong lwc, mét ban Super Bowl dwee lién tuc ldp lai
khong ngung.

Bong dwng t6i mudn lanh mit Mary cang xa cang t6t. Toi cdm thdy
phép thir d&n day that ngu ngd'c va ngu ngéc hon khi dem chia sé. Cong ty
Phan mém Planet Will v! T61 dang nghi cai quai gi thé?

Nhung Mary trong chzamg c6 vé tha't vong chiit nao. N&u c6 thir gi d6 ma
cd &y thay hirng thi hon thi d6 1a khi t6i dwa cho ¢6 &y mot van d€ nao dé
dd xtng tAm d& bit tay gidi quyét. C6 Ay nhan Chay/Dirng va g& Danh
sach, toan by doan ma cha tdi chay dai trén man hinh. Mary nhin lwdt qua
cdc dong, gat dau khi quét mét theo, khong hin 12 doc ma 12 ném bét tdng
the’ cdu tric cdc doan ma vo cung chuyén nghiép, giong nhw cich thg' may
lanh ngh€ lwgn quanh chié€c xe dua, ki€m tra b€ mat va 18y vo xe ra tredc
khi da@y minh vao dwdi gam may.

C6 &y khong néi gi trong khoang muei phit. Cé &y doc di doc lai toan
bd chwong trinh, ting doan ma con, 1am nham mo6t minh va r'6i hi hody ghi
chi vao mot tor gidy. Cod ay chaamg héi t6i cau nao ca, that ra cd ay cling
khong can hoi. Doi khi ¢6 &y chi nhe nhang thot 1én “him” r'oi toi s€ nhoai
ngwoi xem c¢d &y dang “him” vEé cdi gi, nhung cd &y c ti€p tuc cdi vong

lap &y. T6i chang bi€t lam gi ngoai viéc ng6i va doi.



B0 loa trén tran nha li€n tuc phat ra nhirtng ban nhac cia nhém Hall &
Oates dén Glenn Medeiros r6i Howard Jones, ti€p theo la quang cdo gitra
gior nghi gidi lao trén lan séng 103,5 WLOV, “Chwong trinh phat thanh
Nhirng tinh khiic dwoc yéu thich nhdt thdp nién 80”. P6 la kénh ma me to1
thich nha't; t6i, Alf va Clark vi n6 la “Chwong trinh phat thanh mwoi bai do
t&”. Bruce Hornsby bét d4u rén ri ban The Way It Is, Mary nga lung 1én gh#’.

“Xin 16i cAu vé ma&y bai hat”, cd Ay néi. “B& minh c ndng nic mudn
nghe.”

T6i nhan ra day la y dinh ra't lich sy d€ lai cudc néi chuyén khoi tro
choi: “Minh da bdo né t€ 1m ma.”

“Minh bi€t cau chealng dua dau.” Co6 &y khai dong lai tro choi va dwa
ngwoi hung di qua man hinh, miéng fAm bam khi kéo anh chang vé phia
trege. “Cau c6 the tra tin th nhan bang tro choi nay dworc ddy. Tréi ho vao
chiéc mdy va bit ho choi hang gior lién. Minh thay 14p bang tinh con thd vi

29

hon.

Téi cwoi gwong gao, nhung ti€ng cwoi phat ra nhw t6i dang than thé
vay. T6i biét tro choi nay that t&. N6 gan nhw khong thé choi dwoe. Qua
nan! Nhung mac cho nhirng thi€u sét, tro choi t€ hai, chan nan va khong
choi dwoc kia van 12 trd dinh nha't ma t6i ting tao ra.

“Céau mudn bi€t phian t¢€ nha't la gi khong?” Mary héi.

Khong the tin dwore. Con 161 nira a? C6 cd phéan té nha't nira a?

“Phén té nhat chinh 1a doan ma cda cu qua hoan hdo. Khong cé bat cir
1énh dv thwa nao. Moi dong Iénh déu dwoc dong lai. Va cdi cdch ma ciu
dung cdc hinh anh dong d€ tang phan sinh dong cho dam linh. N6 that tuyét
voi. Minh rat thich.”

Pay ro6i. Sau mwoi b6n nam dd béng khong vao cau modn, ném bong

tregt 1O va chang lam dwoc tro trdng gi, sau mwoi b6n ndm cua nhirng



thang di€m té hai, hat thi { ¢ vit dyc, chon lya trang phuc liét vao tham hoa,
sau ngén Ay thoi gian van 1a toi, toi khong quen nghe nhitng 1oi khen. Miit
toi d6 bung. T6i khong kim lai dwgrc. T6i mudn dong bang thoi gian va
quay ngwoe lai ding khodnh khéc ma cd A’y néi ra nhirng diéu nay:

Hoan hdo.

Thdt tuyét voi.

Minh rat thich.

“Van d€ duy nha't cua cdu la tdc d§”, c6 &y ndi ti€p. “Cau phai viét lai
trd nay theo ngén ngr may.”

Toi bat cuoi. Chic c6 Ay dang dua nhi? Ngon nglt mdy (Machine
language - ML) la ngdn ngwr ty nhién ctua mdy tinh - nhanh hon ma BASIC
hang trdm I4n, nhanh d&n mtc cdc 14p trinh vién thwong tao ra do tré vao
trong trd choi nhdm tranh cho hanh dong khoi 1ip lai qua nhanh. Nhung ma
ML nay rat ndi tié€ng 13 khé ndm bét. Tdi dd hoc ciu I1énh trong sich va tap
chi, nhung cd phap lai qua khé hi€u, qué phirc tap. Ma BASIC dung nhirng
twr ti€ng Anh nhw PRINT va NEXT, nhwng ngdn ngir mdy dung nhirng tw
viét tit r&i rim nhuw: ADC, CLC, SBC, TSX. S& dwoc nhip theo hé thap
luc phan nén s& 11 s€ nhin nhw 1a OB va 144 s€ 1a 90. Chg’lng co gi la tryc
gidc hay ty nhién vé ngdn nglr mdy tinh cd, ndé yéu cau ngwoi dung suy
nghi va giao ti€p nhur mot chi€c may.

“Cau bi€t ding ML ch?” T6i hdi Mary.

Co6 ay nhun vai: “Minh luén mudn hoc nd.”

“Han chét 1a thir Sdu tuAn sau”, tdi nhic c6 Ay. “Minh khong the hoc
ML trong mwoi hai ngay dwge.”

Mary chay lwét chwong trinh Tan ntra, d€ cho cac hang x€p thanh fang
1én nhau cho dén khi ¢6 &y dén vong ldp von tao cir ddng cho bon linh

canh khong I'6. R'6i ¢ &y g6 vio man hinh bang biit chi: “Pay 14 phan rua



bo nhat ciia chwong trinh. Nam mwoi dong ma céu thié€t 1ap d€ bon linh di
chuyén. N&u nhu ciu viét phan nay bang ML thi sao nhi? Khong phai toan
bd tro cho'i ma chi phan cén con nay thoi.”

To1 chaalng biet c6 2y 18y dau ra ty tin nhw the”. Gidng nhw 1a dang noi:
“Chung ta chaamg can hoc toan bo ti€ng Quan thoai. Ching ta chi ¢an hoc
da d€ dich bai Dién viin Gettysburg thoi.” Mary c6 v& tin rang moi tht déu
c6 th€ néu nhu ching t6i s&n sang mudn thit.

“Cau dién mat roi”, toi néi voi cd &y. “Minh khong gidi the” dau.”

“Minh s€ gitp ciu”, cd &y n6i. “Chung ta c6 thé' lam sau gior hoc. Va khi
ciu thing dwoc cdi PS/2...”

Tdi cwdi: “Minh chic khong 187y dwore cdi PS/2 dau.”

“Khi cau théing dwoc cai PS/2”, c6 ay ldp lai, “cdu s€ cho minh chi€c
mady 64 cii cia cqu. P& minh ¢6 mot cdi may tinh riéng tai nha. Ciu thay
thé¢'nao?”

Co Ay dwa tay ra d€ thoa thuin v&i toi. MOi mong tay cia Mary dwgc
son khac mau v&i nhirng con s6°0 va 1 - mdt cau vong clia hé nhi phan trén
tay c6 &y 01111101010. Ching toi bit tay dong y thda thuin va mdt cd
cham dién danh vao gitra ching t6i.

“Muwoi hai ngay khéng nhiéu nhin gi dau”, tdi noi.

“Minh c6 mdt cudn sach ra't tuyét, ching ta cé th€ st dung né.” Co6 ay
nhay 1én, chdp 18y mot tap sach ¢ cuc gach tw gid sach va chia cho t6i xem
cdai bia: Hoc ngon ngir mdy trong 30 ngay.

“Ba mwoi ngay?” Toi hoi.

“Poc cuén nay phai nhanh nhw dién ay”, c6 &y ddn do.
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Zelinsky da t6i ra khoi tiém ngay lic bay gio ding d€ Mary lam bai tap.
Alf va Clark dang doi ngoai ctra ti€ém, ngoi trén chi€c xe dap do ddy cua
bon né va tong ma’y mi€ng pizza trén dia gid'y dinh ddy mo'.

“Cu01 cung cling ra roi!” Clark hét Ién.

“May cé ma chwa?” Alf héi.

T6i hoan toan quén nhiém vu ctia minh: “Chwa. Tao néi 1a tao can thoi
gian roi ma.”

Clark nhic lai ring tdi da chay u d&n ctra tiém sau khi tan treong va &
trong d6 sudt bon gior d6ng h'6: “Tui may lam cdi quai gi trong d6 vay ha?”

“MA&Yy thi linh tinh vé may tinh.”

Alf tré moi, hét nhw y nghi tdi lam chuyén nguoi 1on trong d6 dang mon
men vao dau 6c¢ cia nd: “May c¢é cho con bé d6 xem cdi can diéu khién cta

may khong?”



“Khong...”

“May 18y dworec phan mém cia né chwa?”

T6i ¢6 giai thich, nhung Alf xen vao may loi bong gié, nd néi khong
ngdt mom cho dén khi moi thir bay bi€n di dau mat. Nam phiit trwdce, toi
da phéan nao hi€u dwoe hé thap luc phan, nhung gio’ téi thdy nhitng kién
thirc d6 troi tudt di, gidng nhw sy t6n tai ciia thing Alf 1am t6i ngu ngo' di
vay.

“May c6 thdy cdi Q-Bert* ctia con bé dé chwa?” Alf héi.

Nhai theo tén ciia mdt tro choi ¢é nhan vat chinh Q-Bert von la anh
chang c6 16ng mau cam, ddi mét khéng I'6 va c6 mot cdi voi trede mit thay
vi la mui va miéng.

Clark tham gia vao tro choc khudy nay: “Né c6 vudt cdi Zaxxon* cua
may chwa?”

Zaxxon 12 tén mot hanh tinh &n chira vd van cam bay chét nguwoi trong
tro choi Zaxxon Escape.

“Nghe ctr trai khody thé nao &y”, t6i ndi v&i ching. “Tui may dang thay
cdc bo phan co’ th€ bang maYy trd choi arcade Ay 4.”

Bon né cha quan tim. Bon né cwoi nhw dién, loang choang hai bén
dwong nhe ma’y ga say. Xung quanh bon t6i, nhirng hanh khach di t phia
nha ga tranh khdi va vao bon tdi. Alf nim cot dén d&€ khdi ngi, cudi cling,
tdi cling cwdi ngit nghéo véi bon ching. Toi ching nhin cudi ndi. Hai dira
no lay cho t61 ma.

“Tao khong mudn khoac lac dau”, t6i k€ v&i bon nd, “nhung tao cé dwa
vai byte vao bo nho ctia con bé do.”

Alf ngung cuwoi: “Cai gi?”

“Tao khong hiéu”, Clark ndi.



“D6 1a tro dua theo 1671 ngén nglr may”, tdi gidi thich. “Bd nh¢ 1a noi ma
nguoi ta leu trie div lidu...”

“Thoi bd di”, Alf néi. B4t thinh linh né trd lai 1a con nguwoi cia cong
viéc. “Chiing ta gip ric r&i trong K& hoach Vanna.”

Ching t6i di vé phia tay trén dwong Main, qua cong ty du lich va ctra
hang xe dap, roi ching t6i d&€n di€m dich: Ngon Everest ciia Tuwdng quan
Tso. Cadi tén trén bien hi€u nghe cé vé quy phdi, nhung bén trong la mot nha
hang Trung Hoa binh dan v&i thim dd, dia mi nhop nhdp va gid’y x€p tao
hinh mwoi hai con gidp cia ngwoi Hoa.

Chung t6i c6 th€ thdy 6ng Tso qua ctra s, mac bd tuxedo den thwong
ngay, dua thye khach dén ban. Ong &Yy 1a cha tiém, kiém phuc vu ban va ca
tredng bép ciia nha hang. Ong &y 1am viéc ba trim sdu muoi 1im ngay mdi
ndm khong h€ ngoi tay. Vai nam sau t6i bi€t dwoc tén that cia Ong la
Hiraku, 6ng dwgc sinh ra & Oregon, cd 6ng 1an ba vor déu 1a ngwoi Nhat.

Alf va Clark din ca bon qua ranh hep ngin cdch nha hang Twdng quan
Tso v&i cra hang xe dap k& bén. Phia sau can nha chgng cé gi nhiéu - chi
¢6 vai noi dd xe cho ngwdi 1am, mot con dwdong vao ti hep, tiép theo 1a khu
dd xe cho ngwoi di 1am rong hon nhiéu, mot bién xe Buick va Oldsmobile.
Bon t6i 18n vao sau mot chiéc Grand Marquis roi xem xét ding sau nha
hang Twdng quéan Tso.

Tai san nén toa nha 14 mdt thing rdc 16n bang kim loai va cira sau diing
d€ nhan hang. Trén tang thk hai 1a hai ctra s’ da kéo rem va mdt thang thoat
hi€m hoen gi & gitra hai ctra 0. Mit troi dang 13n, nhwng van con tda rang
anh sang du d€ nhin rd moi thir.

“T61 qua, tao va Clark tdp thi chay 1én thang thodt hiem nay day”, Alf
thd' 16. “Bon tao mudn nhin toan canh khu nay. Xem phan mai. Hay c6 the

nhin cdi ctra sdp gan hon. Xem xem phai dem nhirng dung cu gi theo.”



“Chi 1a bon tao khong bao gior ngor dén”, Clark giai thich. “Bon tao
buwdc duwgec ndm budc 1én céi thang r'oi Schwarzenegger 1t 1u xué't hién.”

“Arnold Schwarzenegger?” T6i hoéi. “Ké hay digt?”

Alf nhét cdp 6ng nhom vao tay t6i. “Ctra sO tang hai”, né néi. “Xem di.”

To6i dwa cdp kinh 1én mat r'oi xem xét ca tdoa nha, nhwng ta't ca nhirng gi
toi tha’y 1a nhirng man tredng dd théu rong vang.

“Tao chflng tha'y gica.”

“Ctra sO bén kia”, Clark giai thich. “Ctra sO bén trdi ay.”

Tdi nhich 6ng nhom sang mdt bén. Clra s& bén trdi ciing gdn man dd
théu rong vang, nhung ngdi gitra ctra s& 12 mot con ché nhd 16m do'm tring
den c6 bd 16ng xu1 va cdi miéng hod dir ton. N6 dang lwo'm t6i, giong nhw ca
hai dang nhin nhau tryc di€n vady. Du la da cach xa bay mwoi mét nhwng cé
1€ n6 van xem tdi nhe mdt mdi de doa.

“Po6 1a Arnold Schwarzenegger a?”” T6i hoi bon nd.

“Cuc cung ctia Twdong quan Tso”, Alf giai thich. “N¢ la giéng Shit Zoo.
Ttrc 1a sw t& con trong ti€ng Hoa.”

Con su t con 2y stia canh bdao, mdt trang ti€ng sua choi tai. Nghe ti€ng
chealng gidng con ché ma’y ma nhu cdi mdy bdo khoi vay. Ti€ng sua that dm
tdi, né xuyén qua hai tAng nha, qua cd bai do xe, vang d&n hwdng bon tdi to
va rd mon mot. Schwarzenegger ctr stia cho dén khi t6i ha dng nhom.

“Td1 qua bon tao dang leo thang”, Clark gidi thich. “Hoan toan rén rén.
Cuc ky gitr im 1ang. Bon tao khong gdy mot ti€ng dong nao. Nhung ngay
khi bon tao dén ctra s do, con ché xua't hién. Suaam ca 1én.”

“Con cho canh dia nguc &y, Alf néi.

T6i xem qua 6ng nhom Ian nira. Schwarzenegger dang ding trén chiéc

giwvong ké g6i nhd, gam 1én va chay quanh day vé hoang mang. Gidng nhw



n6 nho ra Alf va Clark twr t61 hom treoec.

Bon t6i ddo quanh toa nha, xem xét ca toa cong trinh, tim cich khac d€
1én dwoe trén néc. Khong ¢6 chd thoat hi€m hay thang leo nao khéc trén
ctra hang xe dap hay bén cong ty du lich, 167 duy nha't d€ thAm nhap tiém
Zelinsky 1a 167 ma Tyler da chi cho bon t6i. Sau khi xem xét toa nha tr moi
gbc c6 the, Clark 187y trong tii ra mdt cdy but chi va vé vao ban ¢6 khu mua
sam. N6 khuyu g&i bén dwong di va v& con ché trén ctra s tang hai cla
nha hang Twdng quan Tso:
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“Tao tinh chi con mot nwdc cudi cling”, Clark noi.

“BAt c6¢ con ch6?” Alf néi.

“Khong”, t6i néi v&i né. “Khdng bét céc bat kiéc gi hét.”

Clark gat dau: “Ching ta phai lam con ché phan tdm. Khi€n cho n6 chu
y dén céi gi khac.”



“Chinh xac”, t6i ndi. “Vay tui minh phai 1am sao?”
“P¢€ bon nay lo”, nd néi. “May ctr lo vui dua v&i phan mém cua Mary

di, d€ bon nay lo hét phian con lai.”
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Sang hom sau, tdi dap xe sudt ba dim dwong d&n khu mua sim gan
nha't c6 mot ctra hi€u ban sach B. Dalton va mua mot quyén Hoc ngdn ngir
mdy trong 30 ngay d€ c¢6 th€ nghién ctru né trong 1op hoc. Vi d&€n muoi
mdt gio' m&i phai d&n treong nén tdi ghé viin phong d€ lam gidy dén tré.
Qua nhiéu nam, tdi da tré nén lao luyén trong viéc gia chtr ky ctia me trén
to’ gid’y xin phép. Thw ky nha trerong cha bao gio' thém nhin ching, ba &Yy
chi xem tén tdi trong danh sich ving mit va tdng khit toi di ngay.

Nhwng hom &Yy, c6 dieu gi d6 khic la.

“Xin 13i ¢, em dé&n tré”, tdi néi, dAy to gid’y qua khe ctra. “Di khdm
bénh a.”

N@ thw ky nhwdng nhiu may: “Poi da.”



Ba roi khoi gh€’, g6 ctra phong hiéu tredng r'oi di vao trong. Lat sau, ba
ay tré lai: “Thay Hibble mudn gdp em.”

“Em chi di kham bénh thoi”, t6i 1ap lai.

Ba 8y git dau: “Em vao trong di.”

To6i chwa gap thday Hibble k€ tor dau nam hoc, khi me tdi 16i t6i vao van
phong d€ phan ddi lich hoc cua t6i. Toi thay 6ng ngdi sau ban lam viéc,
doc to’ don chia tdi v&i vé mit cuoi rat dang so. Thay nhd con, chwa dwoc
mot mét sdu, ma’y dira ban hoc ciia toi goi dng biang biét danh “Céng twéc”
vi Ong mang giay cao boi don cao va néi giong mui mién Nam. Trén céc
blrc twong trong phong treo ddy chirng chi va tdm hinh déng khung chup
ong dirng canh Kenny Rogers.

“Pung dirng d6”, 6ng &y goi. “Pén diy ngbi di, Billy. Chiing ta doi em
lau ro61.”

Tdi budc vao phong. Ng'di d6i dién thay Hibble 12 me toi. Mt ba sung
hip, ba dang chim khiin gid’y lau nwdc mét. O gitra ban cua thay Hibble la
tdi gidy nau cé tén t6i nhau nat bén mép. Ngay 1ap tirc t6i nhan thay c6 gi
khong &n: trong lic voi vang rdi khdi nha d& dén khu mua sim, tdi da
khong mang theo d6 dan trua.

Chi con duy nha't chi€c ghé& tr6ng trong van phong ddat bén canh me toi.
T6i ng'6i xudng ma khong dam nhin ba. Thay Hibble deo kinh va doc to tw
gif'y xin phép ctia toi: “Xin thay thit 18i cho sy chdm tré ctia Billy. Chdu c6
cudc hen voi bac si d€ki€m tra tinh trang dang bi suy nhwoc.” Ri 6ng stra
lai gh& ngdi va gat gu: “To don that an tweong ddy Billy. Ngon twr ra't dao
to bda 1on.”

Toi ching néi gi ca. Toi da hoc dugre mot didu 12 ching 6 cu tra 101

nao lam vira y mét ngwoi 1on dang néng may. Thir gi minh néi trong lic &y



chi cang khi€n ho s6i mau hon nén céu tra loi t6t nha't 1a khong ndi 1o nao

ca.

“Lép hoc béat dau tir ba ti€ng trude roi”, thay Hibble néi. “Em di &
dau?”

“O khu mua sfm.”

Thay gat dau nhw the’ ddy la di€u ra't hop ly.

“Tai sao em lai & khu mua sim? Piéu gi quan trong d&n mitc em phai
trdn hoc d€’ dé€n d6?”

“Chgng cogia”

T61 khong dam dé cap cudn sach day ngdn ngr mdy, nha't 1a sau dao me
twde doat ddc quyen st dung mady tinh cua toi.

“Chzatng co giu?”’

“Em chi di 1ong vong xem vai thir thoi a.”

Thiay lai gt d4u, gidng nhw day ding la cdu tra 1oi ma 6ng mong dgi.
Nguoi me dang thwong cia toi thd dai ngao ngan. Toi cdm thd’y that toi té,
toi bi€t me con cam thady t€ hon ca tram Ian.

“Pi€m trung binh ctia em la 0,8. Mot con D+. Em di hoc muén muwoi
chin Tan trong ndm nay roi. Cac gido vién bdo em ra't chan hoc, khéng c6
hing thd hoc hanh gi cd. Em khong thich hoc. Em khong thich cac hoat
dong tai treong... Piéu d6 On thoi, Billy.”

T6i ngwde 1€n, khdng khoi ngac nhién. On thoi w?

“Treong hoc khong danh cho moi ngwoi. Khong phai ai ciing ¢6 the
buwdc vao Rutgers hay Penn State hay thdm chi 1a treong cao dfmg cong
dong. D6 1a dieu thay cd ging gidi thich cho me em vao mua thu nim
ngodi, khi em hdi vé 1&p hoc danh cho cdc ban hoc sinh xu't séc. RG rang

1a em khong s&n sang cho diéu d6. Ciing khdng sao ca.”



“Khong on chiit nao”, me néi. “Néu chau né cham hon, n€u chau né lao
dau vao hoc hanh hon...”

Thay Hibble lic dau: “Chij c6 the day mot con voi nhdy tapdance, nhung
chi s& ching thich budi dién 4y va con voi ciing the"” Ong dwong nhw ding
ngan ngit ttr thdi ndo 'y, nhing me t6i nhin chim chidm khong khdi bdi rdi.

“Tbi tha’y khé hidu qua™, ba néi. “Y thay 1 sao? C6 phai Billy 14 con voi
khong?”

“Pay la nhirng bai kiém tra danh gid hoc lyc cia chau”, thay Hibble néi,
day bang di€m cia t6i qua bén kia ban. “Moi dira tré & New Jersey déu lam
bai danh gia nay. Tdm muoi ba phan trdm hoc sinh 1op chin dat di€m s&
cao hon Billy trong ky thi nay. Ciing On thoi. Ching ta & day khong phai d€
khién trach Billy vi s kém tri & chau.”

Me t6i trAn mét nhin bang diém nhw thé né dwgce viét bang thit chit nwdce
ngoai, nhw th€ ba khong hi€u chuyén gi dang xay ra. Toi luén ghét cay ghét
déng nhitng bai d4nh gi4 ki€u nay, v&i nhitng cau hdi ndo ngin cung v&i 161
khoanh ddp an v& van clia ho. Sau ca ti€ng dong h'd boi bt chi 1én nhirng
0 tron nhd 4%y, tdi cam tha’y sn sang co gid nhdy ra khdi ctra s, bai d4nh
gia &y kéo dai ba ngay troi.

Me day bang di€m lai: “Vay gio sao day thay?”

“Di€u do6 phu thudc vao Billy.” Thay Hibble quay sang phia t6i. “Em sé
tot nghiép sau ba ndm nwra. Em mudn lam gi sau khi hoc xong?”

To6i nhiin vai va nhin sang théy, cdu cho moi thir s€ két thic sodm. Toi
chaalng dam néi vé Cong ty Phdn mém Planet Will hay k& hoach tr& thanh
mot 13p trinh vién thanh cong nhw Fletcher Mulligan cta Digital Artists. Toi
biét s€ bi thay Hibble cwoi cho thdi mii.

“Tra 1o di, Billy.”

“Con khdng bi€t”, to1 noi.



“Chéau né m¢i muei bon tudi dau”, me toi do 1oi.

“Chéau n6 can mot muc tieéu phan dau”, thay Hibble noéi. “Lam viéc ma
khong c6 muyc tiéu gidng nhrr modt banh xe 1an mai. Chi hoai phi stc thoi.”

T6i ¢d nghi ra mot cdu tra 101 v van nao d6 lam thdéa man thay Hibble
va nhanh chong rovi khdi chd nay.

“Chuing ta s€ khong roi khoi diy cho dén khi ching ta tim dwgc mot
dich dé€n nao d6”, thay &y nodi. “Em c6 nghi dén chuyén nhip ngi chwa?”

Toi 1ic d4u. To6i di xem nhiéu bd phim da d€ tin rang moi tredng quan
s d4y rdy nhitng ga gidng thdy Hibble ddy, quan d6i s€ 1a ndm thdng doi
ngwoi lao vao nhirng cudc d6i dau cing thglng hét nhw Tan nay. “Khong
quan ngu dau a.”

“Thé& con Food World?” Thay Hibble héi. “Em ¢6 muén lam chung v&i
me em & quay thu ngan khong?”

“Billy sé khong lam ngh€ d6”, me noi.

“Chau né phai lam gi d6”, thay Hibble ndi, 1é€n giong ké ca. “Chau dang
tregt dai & 1op chin, va ding theo quy dinh thi 1€ ra t6i phai gitr chéu lai,
bit chdu phai hoc & 16p nay. N&u chi mudn toi bd qua quy dinh va d€ cho
chau 1én 1&p thi t6i cin phai bi€t nguyén vong cta chau. Chdu né dinh thé&
nao?”

Canh hudng xau hon toi twdng twong. T6i khdong bao gio nghi dén kha
nang lwu ban 1op chin. Chwa moét ai phdi & lai 1op & trweong Trung hoc
Wetbridge, ngay ca Greg Kuba, né dé&n treong ddi mil don bong va gin
hinh thoi dwdi cap quan jean Wrangler ctia né. Noi s¢ nay ép toi phai noi ra
su that.

“Em s€ lam ra tro choi dién t¢”, t6i n6i. “Em s€ thanh 13p cong ty riéng

va em s€ chi thué nhirng ngwoi gidi giang hodc it ra l1a di lam cho ai d6 gidi



nhw Fletcher Mulligan tai Digital Artists. Ong &y & California, em s&
chuyén dén d6 dé’'lam viéc.”

Théay Hibble cwoi ngodc cd mom truede ca khi t6i néi xong. Cir nhw 1a
t0i ndi téi mudn trd thanh phi hanh gia hay tong thdng My vay: “Lap trinh
tro cho1? Em dua a?”

“Chéau n6 nghiém tuc day a”, me noi.

“Em r&t mon Todn ddYy Billy! Rét mon Dy bi tich phén, ca Pai s& ntra.
Em r&t cd mon Lap trinh C! Nhirng mon 14p trinh co ban! Bi€u d6 hinh
tron va truc s&!” T6i cam tha’y mat toi cang lic cang do. T6i biét I ra minh
ding m& miéng ndi ra, vi thay Hibble ro rang dang cwong diéu van dé:
“Hay suy nghi lai, Billy. Em nghi treong nao day 14p trinh cho mot dira hoc
sinh c6 k&t qua hoc tap kém nhw em?”

Thay néi ding, chéc chin ddng. T6i biét ching tredng nao mudn nhan
to1, nhwng the” thi sao, vi to1 cling dau c¢6 can ho: “Em s€ tw hoc.”

Thay Hibble nhoai ngwoi d€n ban va 1én giong Tan ntra, gidng nhw dng
qué tuyét vong khi khong the€ lam cho téi vo 1€: “Moi chuyén khdng don
gian nhw th&. Em nghi béc si phiu thuat ndo tr hoc a? Hay luat sw cling
thé?” Ong &y chi vé phia chi€c mdy tinh TRS-80 trong nhw cdi hop trén
ban. “Thay da dung cdi mdy d6 ba ndm troi va thAy vAn khong the phat
1énh cho né in dwgc. Thdy da hoc & treong Brown, hi€u khong? Ngbi
trerong tuyét nha't trong nhém cac treong dai hoc thude Lién doan Ivy! C6
nhirng th tw hoc chfmg di dén dau ca.”

T6i biét hi€u chinh loai mdy TRS-80 rat kho, t6i da doc ra't nhiéu vé
ching trong cdc tap chi yéu thich ma ddc gia hay giem pha mdy méc nhw la
“Réc-80”. Giai phdp cho van dé cua thay Hibble la lién k&t cac thi€t bj

ngoai vi - don gian 1a k&€t ndi mdy in v&i mdy tinh qua 6 dia doc lap. biéu



nay khong qua khoé hay phirc tap nhw ngueoi ta nghi. Nhung t6i s€ khong hé
rang ndi v&i thay Hibble bi mat nay.

“Hay Billy c6 th€ thit mét 16p 14p trinh”, me néi. “Néu chiing ta khuyén
khich s& thich nay cda chau...”

Thay Hibble lai 1lic dau: “Mdy mdc thi han ch&’, s¢” lwong ding ky hoc
ciing han ch&. T6i mudn gitr nhitng chiéc gh& &y cho hoc sinh xua't sic va
gidi giang nha't cia ching t6i. Khong phai nhitng em rot 1op chin. Khong
phai nhitng em tr&n hoc di mua sim.”

Ching tdi ctr vong vo tam qud’c mai, trong mot cudc chuyén tro dong dai
dén hang gio’. Mdi khi t6i mé& miéng néi, toi thA’y minh sai. O quang nao
d6, me toi bit dau rung rung khéc. Me da thirc ca dém, ban hang dénh mat
ngd va cudc tranh luidn nay da qua gio nga cuia ba. Ngay ca toi cling thay
dudi 14m, tdi chi m&i tinh gidc vai gio. Toi bit dau dong y v&i moi dicu
thdy Hibble ndi. Téi chi mudn roi di. Cudi cung, 6ng &y cling néi: “Thay
nghi thdy c6 mot giai phap”, toi gan nhw mudn thot ra ciu tra loi: Em dong
¥, gi ciing dwoc, mién la dwoc ra khdi day.

Thay Hibble 14y ra hai to bwd'm tir trong ban va dwa cho me con tdi mdi
ngudi mot to. Tiéu d& hira hen NGHE NGHIEP THUOC LINH VUC
SANG CHE CONG NGHE DAY THU VI. “Cé mdt khéa hoc viéc mua he
tai nha mdy Cosmex & dwong s& 9. Khdng phai dong tién - nhung em phai
lam tinh nguyén - t6i mudn cd hai me con xem day la mot sy khéi dau.
Néu em dén ding gio, lam viéc chdm chi va gy an twong tot véoi ding
ngwoi thi em ¢é th€ ¢6 mdt cong viéc on dinh cho dgii minh ngay sau khi
t0't nghiép. Ho tra cho ngwdi 1am toan thoi gian bdy do ruedi moi gio.”

Me tbi 14t to budm, tim cdi gi d6 con thi€u: “Nha mdy san xudt my

pham a?”



“V&i may méc thude loai td't nha't the” gidi”, thdy Hibble néi. “Quan ly
day chuyén san xua't la anh r€ t6i. T6i cling tham quan nha mdy vai [an roi.
Ho ¢6 th€ san xud't mwoi ngan thdi son trong mot gior. Chi ¢ twdng twgng
dwoc khong?”

Trén to bwdm la tAm hinh nhitng ngwoi dan 6ng va phy nir mang lwdi
boc téc ding k& bén ddy chuyén, cwdi vui vé@ trong khi gdn may tdim
guwong bé teo vao hdp nhya cén con. Chrong trinh nay kéo dai tdm tuan,
mdi tuAn bon muoi gior. Cudi chwong trinh, tdi s€ dwee nhan gid'y Ching
nhén. “Céi nay s€ ra't htru ich cho h'6 so’ xin viéc”, thay Hibbe n6i thém.

“T6i chua ting nghe vé Cosmex”, me noi.

“Ho lam nhirng loai san pham chat lwong cao voi gia cd hop ly. Gidng
nhu L’Oréal hay Maybelline nhung chi bing nira gid thoi. Billy s& rat thich
hop thé vao chd muwdi phin trim nhan cong cdt giam.” Ong &y nhdy mét
v&i me toi, ba lai &n tay hai bén du, giong nhw ba dang cd géng cin bang
suy nghi.

Thé r'6i diy la nhirng Iya chon cia t6i: hoc lai 1op chin hay di thwe tap
va duoce 1én 16p mudi. Toi biét qua nhitng giot nwdc mét clia me thi rd
rang hoc lai 1o'p chin khong phai 1a mét lwa chon. T6i nhan 187y cay bit ma
vang tw tay thdy Hibble va dién vao to don thyc tap, dong y ¢ mat vao
ngay 28 thang 6 d€ tham gia cong vi€c tinh nguyén mua he, va me t6i cling
ky vao.

Thay Hibble cham chidm theo doi tay me con tdi ky vao to gidy. “Hai
ngudi dang chon lya diing ddn da’y”, dng ta néi. “Nén gio thdy gidm hinh
phat ctia em xu6ng con mot ngay dinh chi hoc.”

“Hinh phat vi di€u gi vy thay?” Me t6i hoi.

“Tw y nghi hoc”, thay Hibble ndi, roi chi vao phan com trra bd trong

chi€c tdi nau cda toi. “Nho khong?”



Me t6i néi ra't cham rai: “Thay gii chdu né vé nha nhw mot hinh phat vi
cup hoc a?”

“Phai chiu trdch nhiém cho mdi hanh dong!” Thay Hibble néi. “Khdng
danh kem thi lIam sao noi bot, thwa ba Merin, ba c6 tha’y dich dang khong?”

Chidng t6i roi treong va lai xe vEé nha trong thinh lang. Trong lic budc
1én bic ctra trede, me vAp va suyt ngd. “Me phai di chop mét diy”, ba thi
tham. “Me phdi day di lam trong ba ti€ng ntra.”

Me 1€ budc vao phong ngt roi dong ctra lai. T6i mwng vi khong phai
nhan hinh phat ng'6i chéo chan tir me. Toi ¢6 thé danh budi chiéu doc cudn
Hoc ngon ngir mdy trong 30 ngay. Nhung roi cira phong me m¢ ra va ba
xud't hi€n, tay cam hop sac dy phong cho chi€c may 64 cta toi.

“Con bi€t dung cai mdy nay that a?” Ba héi. “Con htra la s€ khéng choi
Pac-Man chi?”

“Con hwra”, t6i n6i. “Con thé voi Chuia.”

Me dwa céi hop cho t61: “Vay con lam di.”
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Mary bao véi toi rang c6 Ay bit dau cong viéc ngay sau gio hoc nén toi
dap xe dén ctra tiém lic ba gior. Téi khdng muén minh td ra qua hao hirng,
nhung han chét dang dudi ding mong va mdi phiit troéi qua déu vo cling quy
gid. Toi vao ti€m, ti€ng chi€c chudng nhoé rung bao hiéu t6i da dén.

Zelinsky ngwdce nhin tir ban 1am viéc. Ong dang ban thdo mot cdi may
danh chtr tw thoi tdim hoanh nao dé, ban tay va canh tay bam day muc den.

“Con bé khong c6 & day”, 6ng &y ndi.

To6i r6i ca 1én, khong biét phai ndi gi. Téi khong bao gior nghi Mary sé
cho tdi leo cdy, loi moi cia ¢d &y ldc nao nghe cling hoan toan chan thanh.

“Con bé & tiém Crenshaw”, Zelinsky néi. Ti€ém Crenshaw la tiém thudc
tdy bén kia dwong, k& bén nha ga. “N6 vé ngay day.”

“Da”, to1 nai.



To6i doii Zelinsky goi y toi nén lam gi. Nhwng 6ng chi chdi miii vao cong
viéc. Ong thoc cdi tua vit vao hd'c m& cia may danh chir roi van ngwoc lai,
kéo cang lic cang manh dén khi cé gi dé bi gdy va mot manh nhya nhd xiu
ving vao twong. Mot manh ving vao trdn tdi, ngay trén mi mit. Con dau
nh6i doi dén, giong nhur vét ong chich. To1 khong mudn thét 1€n nhung
khong kim dworc.

“Can than!” Zelinsky biing tay, gior tay xua toi tranh di. “Di chd khéc
ding. Nhoc dieng gan qua.”

T6i xem nhw diy 1a 101 moi & lai cho d&n khi Mary tré vé. Toi budc
dén trede ké bao, doc cac dong tiéu dé trén ma’y to bdo va tap chi. Bernard
Goetz dang bj xét x{r vu bin bon thanh thi€u nién trén tau dién ngam. Gary
Hart rdt khdi chién dich tranh cr tong thong sau khi thi nhan qua lai véi
Donna Rice. Ngay cang c6 nhiéu ngwoi chét vi nhiém virus AIDS bi hi€m.
Tbi cha biét chi tiét ddng sau nhitng chuyén nay. Loai tap chi duy nhit ma
to1 doc 1a v€ ma may tinh.

Canh mdy dém ti€n la hai chi€c hdp thay tinh - mot cdi day bao thudc
14, cai kia day nhirng bat ltra ki€u cO va tan thoi. C6 ddy du nhan hiéu va
mau sic khéc nhau - Zippo, Dunlap, Penguin va Scripto - va ri't nhiéu bat
Itra dwgrc dinh cac bi€u twong va huy hiéu quan doi. Téi khong thé tin dwoc
la ¢c6 nhirng cdi dwore ban voi gia ba tram hay bon tram d6. Toéi dén gan
ctra d€ nhin rd hon, nhwng n6 khong mé ra.

“Khong dwgc dong vao”, Zelinsky ndi. “Khéng mua thi ding c6 dung
Vao.

“Chéu xin 106i”, t6i n6i.

“Cau khong phai xin 16i xin lié&c gi hét.”

“Chéu xin 16i”, toi lai n6i.



T6i nhét tay vao tdi quan roi dieng yén nhw phdng. T6i nghi né€u minh
ding nhwr thé thi chic s& khong giy phién ha gi cho 6ng Ay. Nhung
Zelinsky roi mét khdi may ddnh chir, n3i d6a 1én: “Cau lam on dirng ding
chd d6 dwoc khong? Cau dang chin 167 di day!”

Toi ché)ing bi€t phai di diu. T6i khong th€ dirng canh Zelinsky. Ciing
khong the ding k& bén ctra ra vao.

“Chau do11 bén ngoai nhé?”

Zelinsky gat dau: “Co 1€ do 1a cach t6t nhat.”

T6i quay qua ctra ngay khi Mary tré vé, mang cdi tdi gid'y mau niu tw
nha thudc.

“Nay”, ¢ &y ndi, “cédu dinh di dau the?”

“Khong”, t6i ndi, xoay lai [an ntra. “Minh chi dang cho ciu thoi.”

“Puoc ddYy. Vay ta bat dau thoi.”

Co 4y dwa cdi tii cho Zelinsky va dan ti di xuyén qua ctra hang. Co 4y
budc that nhanh nhw th€ mudn bit dau ngay vay. Nhém Hall & Oates dang
ho hét trén dai ban You Make My Dreams Come True.

“Chéc cau s& khong tin diéu nay”, tdi ndi, “nhwng dai phit ding bai nay
vao ngay hom qua da’y.”

“Khong phéi dai dau”, cd &y n6i. “D6 la bang cat-sét ddy. May ban nhac
me¢ minh yéu thich. Ba da thu bang ta't ca trén séng phat thanh.” Toi da thot
ra mot 1o binh ngd ngan that, nhwng tdi vui vi Mary van tiép tuc: “Ba 4y
mat hai nam trede. Bi ung thw da day.”

C6 &y ndi vé than nhién nhw khéng, t6i nghi t6i da nghe Tam: “Cau néi
l1a ung thw da day?”

“Pung vay. Ngay 21 thang 6 nam 1985. 6 1a buoi cudi cung ciia nam
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hoc.



Cho d&n thoi diém d6, toi cho rang Mary va bd ¢d vé nha mdi chiéu d&
ham néng thirc dn bira t6i trong ngdi nha déng ddc anh em, nhung Mary
giai thich ring chi c6 hai b& con ho. C6 4y nhanh chéng chuyén chii dé vé
ma’y cudn bang: “Minh bi€t nhirng bai nay hoi kén tai, nhuwng bd minh ra't
thich nén minh cting danh ch@p nhén.”

“Minh khong nghi ching khé nghe”, t6i néi, b&i té6i mudn noi diu gi d6
an ai c6 &y nhwng Hall & Oates hi 1én “ooh-ooh, ooh-ooh” va Mary cwoi
phd 1én.

“Bai nay con kh6 nhai hon cd mén banh phd mai nwdng”, c6 &y ndi,
“nhwng minh mwng khi ciu thady n6 khong t€, vi cdu sé nghe né ca ti Tan
dd’y. May s€ te dong phat lai ma.”

Chiing t6i bwdrc vao phong trieng bay hang va t6i nhan tha’y Mary da x&€p
lai @6 dac nén c6 hai gh€& canh bén chi€c may tinh. T61 dem cudn Hoc ngén
ngir mdy trong 30 ngay d€ ching tdi ¢ the€ hoc v&i nhau. Cudn sach day
nhirng chwong trinh nho d€ tap tanh, thé nén t6i thtr nhadp mdt tro vao cai
may 64. Nhwng sau khi g6 vai dong, t6i d€'y tha'y Mary cau may.

“Cau sao the?”

“Minh thit @€ nghi thdéi nhé”, ¢6 &y ndi. “Gid s cau doc ma to 1én va
minh danh may thi sao?”

Phai mat mét ldc t6i mdi hi€u y ¢6 ay.

“Cau nghi minh danh cham a?”

“C4u vira tim ki®m vira phai md cd. MAy ngén tay ctia cdu chang d& gan
nhtrng ky ty trén hang gitra* gi cd.”

Hang gitra (nguyén vin: “home row”) tirc 1a hang nhirng ky tw trén ban
phim mdy tinh ma cdc ngén tay nguoi go dit 1€n khi khong thye hién thao
tac go. O ban phim QWERTY Ia hang phim gitra, hai ngén tré dat ¢ hai
phim F vaJ.



“Hang gitra u?”

“Chinh xac”, Mary néi, giong nhw di€u nay da chirng minh dwoc luin
di€m ctia c6 ay. “Xo Benedict tinh thoi gian cho minh 1a chin mwoi tir moi
phit. Xo' n6éi ky nang ddnh mdy cda minh la si€u daalng. Néu duvoc mot ba
xo khen ngoi, diéu do sé 1a mot sy khich 1€ 1om lao.”

Bon toi k&t thidc tranh ludn bang cdch 147y chi¢c mdy 64 thi hai ti kho
ra, ddt hai mdy canh nhau va ro6i dua nhau nhap doan dau tién vé thong tin
ngudi dung ting chit mot, khong hé méic 18i ndo, ra hiéu 1a 1am ngay! T6i
thao tdc nhanh nhw dién &y, mady ngoén tay 14 lwdt trén ban phim nhw bay
voi d6 chinh xac hoan hao, nhwng khi t6i ho 1én “Xong!” t6i nghe Mary
cling dap lai ding ti€ng &y. Ca hai lam xong gan nhw cung lic.

Cudc thi thé &y chaamg the phan thing bai, song bon tdi ting tdc d 1am
viéc g&'p ddi, vi Mary thuyé&t phuc b c6 4y ring hai chiéc mdy sé lam ting
kha nang thu hdt d6i v&i phong treng bay hon. “Gidng nhw khach hang
budc vao ctra hang thdi trang Gap vay”, cd Ay giai thich. “Nguwdi ta ching
bao gior bay ra chi mot chiéc 4o so' mi. Ludn c6 mot céi ban bay s&n sdu hay
bdy cdi. Sdn phadm trurng bay theo nhém bao gicr cling bit mét hon.”

T6i khong tin ki€u 14p ludn cta cd &y 1am - I& trudc tién, 40 so' mi c6
nhiéu mau khdc nhau - nhung Zelinsky cé vé& cling mudn tht. “N6 ndm
trong thung thi cliing cheamg ich gi.” Ong &y nhiin vai. “Ta dd mua may céi
mady chét tiét nay ba thang r'6i, va dén ldc phai tdng bot mot céi di. Nao la
‘Chié&c mdy tinh gia dinh noi ti€ng nhat nwéc My’.”

Ong &y li€c nhin t6i nhw the ti ¢6 dinh 1fu vay, hét nhw tdi da tw ché ra
cdi may 64 va roi budc ong trir vai cai Y.

“Chau xin 16i”, tdi n6i v&i Ong.

Anh nhin ctia 6ng trong dang s¢ hon, chin may nhwéng nhiu cao hon.

“Sao cau xin 161 mai th&?”



“B& 4, bon con sdp d&n han nop roi”, Mary néi.

“Ta mudn nd Ve trede bay gio”, Zelinsky néi. “Con con bai tdp ntra.”

Bon t6i danh ba gio ntra d€ thir nhirng ban ma va doc ching to 1én tw
quyén Hoc ngén ngir mdy trong 30 ngay. Bang cat-sét chuyén tir nhac cta
Howard Jones va Bruce Hornsby sang Marshall Crenshaw. Cong viéc duoc
phan chia nhw sau: Mary sé doc to doan kho, t6i khong hieu dwoce, 161 ¢o
Ay s€ gidi thich lai cach thirc sit dung ngdn ngw riéng ctia ¢ &y cho dén khi
mach lac do1 v&i cd hai.

Diéu nay x4y ra kha thwdng xuyén, tdi tha’y ngai 1dm. Toi biét Mary sé&
hoc nhanh hon né€u khéng c¢6 t6i, chirng nhw “tri thong minh ¢6 han” cia t6i
(hay bt ctr cdi gi ma thidy Hibble da dé cip) da lam chim lai tié€n trinh cha
bon tdi. T6i tya lung vao gh&, cin méng tay, thd dai va nhin dong hd.
Nhwng Mary thi khong ban tam ma’y. C6 a'y ty minh lam lai ba hay bon [an
ma khong hé cau ban. Co &y lam nhw th€ chiing t6i c6 cd khdi thoi gian
khong bang.

“Xin 16i cAu, minh ngd'c qua”, toi noi.

“M3a’y thir nay khé ma.”

“Nhung ciu hi€u ching.”

“Do minh trao doi v&i cau day”, cd &y ndi. “DPoc to ching 1én khién
minh hiéu nhanh hon.”

Bon t6i két thic ngady hom dé véi mot bai luyén tap tir cudn sach. Mdi
dira tao mot chwong trinh nho t&i wu héa @6 hoa trong ngdn ngr mdy. Cai
ctia t6i, dong chit “CONG TY PHAN MEM PLANET WILL” sing 14p
lanh nhiéu mau sic khic nhau. Mary tao ra mdt ddi nam nit dang nhay
nhét, lic I, co dudi réi budc di hét nhw Michael Jackson trong chwrong

trinh diic biét Motown 25. T6i nhan thdy chang trai mic 4o so' mi tring



quan jean, con ¢6 gdi s& hiru mai téc den dai. Mary 14p trinh ra hai nguoi
Ay giong hét chung to1.

“Lam sao cdu tao ra dwge cdi nay trong b6n muwoi lam phit ch?” Toi
héi.

“Ctia cdu cling dau c6 kém canh gi”, ¢6 &y noi.

Thir dang n6i nhat 1a, cd &y thwc sy xoay chuyén rat tai tinh. T6i liét ké
cac 1énh va xem xét ma cda c6 &y lam, toan nhitng y twdng toi chua tung
nghi d&n va nhirtng phwong phdp t6i chwa ting thir qua, mot hwedng ti€p cén
18p trinh hoan toan khéc biét. C6 cam gidc nhw t6i dang hi hody ngon tay vé

voi bén canh Pablo Picasso vay.
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Mot Tan ntra, Zelinsky da dit toi ra khdi ctra hang lic bay gio, toi thdy
AIf va Clark dang cho bén chiéc xe dap cia ching. Alf ¢6 gin Manh thid
trén tay lai xe - day la bi€t danh danh cho cdi hdp loa Sony cia né, may
phat khing v&i nhirng cai loa by, hai hoc bang cat-sét cling ca ddng dén va
can gat vo dung nira. Manh thd ra't ning, nhuwng Alf ¢4 gdn mot 16p d& nhd
vao tay ldi d€ ca bon c6 th€ dap xe vong vong ma van nghe dwoc nhac
phim. Thay t6i d&€n, né nhan nidt phat trén hdc bang cat-sét. Ban Fat
Bottomed Girls cia nhom Queen vong ra tw dan loa, doi 1én phia tredc va
sau dwong Main. Alf trinh dién trén via he, diing chai nwdc ngot 1am micro:
O 6, dém nay anh khong dwa em vé? cho dén khi tdi chay voi dén chd
Manh thd, vin nho am thanh lai.

“May lam cdi gi da’y?” T6i hai.

“Co gi dau”, Alf no6i. “Con bé d6 sao ma nghe dwoc.”



N6 lai tang am lwong, Tan nay con to hon: Co em mong bw o'i, em lam
cd thé gici lac theo em!

Toi1 187y bang ra, cho vao tui.

“Nay, may sao thé?” Alf hoi.

T6i budc tr via he xuéng long dwong, mot nguoi 1ai chi€c Oldsmobile
nhadn phanh, vo xe rit 1én va dwng céch toi c6 vai phan. Téi mudn gik
khoang cach gitra bon t6i v&i ctra tiém. Toi ti€p tuc bwdre, khdng néi khong
ring cho d&n khi ca bon qua dwong Market va quanh géc dwong.

Toi hét vao mit chiing: “Tui may 16 liu qui da’y! Néu tui may cit lang
vang quanh ctra hang, sdm mudn gi ho cling biét chuyén.”

“May 18y dwore mat ma chwa?” Clark hdi.

“Ta’t nhién roi, ki€u nhw, ‘Nay, mat ma ctra hang ctia bo" ciu la gi the™?”’
R61 nd s€ ndi cho tao nghe, vi n6 la mot con dan.”

“The&” n€u khong 18y dwoc”, Alf noi, “thi may lam cai quai gi trong do
vay hg?”

“Tui tao 1ap trinh mdt tro choi”, tdi gidi thich. “Tao ndi tao can thoii gian
roi ma.”

“Khdach hang cia tao ma't kién nhin roi da’y”, Alf néi.

“Con Arnold Schwarzenegger thi sao?” T6i hdi lai. “Lam sao ching ta
di qua mdt con ché ng'6i bén ctra sd gac ca dém?”

“Bon tao dang tim cach”, Alf néi. “Bon tao ¢6 vai y dang mudn thi xem
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sao.

Pén bay gio, dong xe ¢ da thwa dan, hdu hét ngwoi di lam da vé nha
tredre khi trovi t7 nén ca bon d& d6n chd y khi hai ¢6 gdi dé thwong dang
bach bd trén dwong. Hai ¢d tdm mwei lam, mwoi sdu tusi, déu mac quéan

ngan va c¢6 doi chan dai. T6i nhan ra ho 1am & Video City, ctra hang ma bon



t6i thué phim. Clark nhét cdi cang vao tii, con tdi nhin chdm cham d6i giay
ciia minh, gid vo’ dang ban biu nén khong chi y dén ho. Alf cho bang nhac
phim Top Gun vao hdc cat-sét d€ ban Danger Zone ciia Kenny Loggins phat
ra t ma’y cdi loa. R'6i n6 tim trong tdi m& ti€n nhau nat. D6 1a mot cuc tién
16m, ¢ mot qua béng khic cdn ciu trén bang, roi né d&m khi hai cd géi ay
buwde qua.

“May 18y & dau vay?” Toi hdi.

“Tao giam gia cho ngwoi mua sé'm thoi”, né néi vé huénh hoang. Alf
gidi thich ring mwdi 1dm dda ban cling 16p da trd tién trede d€ cé nhitng
tdm hinh cta Vanna White, v&i di€u kién 1a nhirng btrc hinh d6 sé€ cé trude
cu01 thang.

T6i quay sang phia Clark: “Va may dong y a? May ciling ban giam gia
a?’

N6 lac dau. “Khong, tao chi mudn mdt ban cho tao thdi”, né nhe nhang
phan tran. “Nhung tao thady chéng hai gi ca.”

Alf x0e mdy to tién thanh hinh quat treo, gidng nhw nd la ngai
Monopoly trén thé bai Chance. R0i ndé vdy may to tién tredc mit toi:
“Ngtri mui tién loi di, Billy.”

To6i day chd tién sang mot bén. “May khong dworc tiéu”, toi canh bdo.
“Du chi mdt xu.”

“Tait sao khong?”

“Trong treong hop may phai tra lai”, toi néi. “Trong treong hop cé gi
d6 bat tric.”

“C4i gi bat tric cht?” N6 hoi.

T6i chwa bi€t phai gidi thich thé nao. Téi khong th€ néi véi né ¢6 kha
nang s€ khong 18y dworc ma mdy bdo, chwa the. To6i can phai ti€p tuc thir,

hay gia b thit, cho d&€n khi Phdo dai cdaim hoan thanh va gui di dw thi.



“Thi¥ gi ciing c6 ba't tric ca”, toi néi.

Ngay 1ap tirc, mdt tén canh sat mdc canh phuc Wetbridge di vong qua
goc dwong Market, budc vE phia chiing toi.

“La Tack™, Clark néi. “Ném tién di.”

“PDau?” Alf hdi.

“Pung quay lai!”

Tén that ctia Tack dai 14m, tié€ng Ba Lan va phdt 4m ra't khé, bon toi goi
hin 12 Tack vi hin goii nhd vé nhan vat Eugene Tackleberry tré trung va vo
cling xong x4o trong phim Police Academy. Cao hon mdt mét chin, hin 1a
tay com cao Kéu nha't trong phong Canh sit Wetbridge. Mdi nidm hai T4n,
hin dén treong toi d& chi€u nhitng bd phim kinh di vé tic hai clia reou
con, ma tdy... Hin canh bdo bo phim nhuw 12 Red Dawn “ri't ¢ th€ thanh
hién thyc”. Khi khong tuyén truyén cho bon tré & Wetbridge, hin tuan tidu
quanh phd’, mic 4o khodc Kevlar v&i cdi kinh chin gié dwoc gidt nhitng
ta'm phi€u gui xe gid nam do.

“Chao may nhéc”, hin néi, bit tay tir ton va than trong v&i ting dira
chiing t6i. Cd bét tay Ay lwu lai trong tay tdi thir cAm gidc trdng rdng va
thun rdm, gidng nhw chi€c xe dap bi xep 16p vay. “Co thdy gi kha nghi t&i
nay khong?”

DAy 1a cau chao mic dinh cta hin v&i moi dita tré & Wetbridge. Tack
canh bdo ring c6 mot quan doan nhan ban vo tinh cia Dolph Lundgren
chyc cho tdn cong khu phd nay, va nhirng thanh nién yéu nwdc My 1a hang
phong thi cudi cing. O tudi muwdi bon, bon t6i tha'y minh qud tudi cho
ma’y thi nay, nhung t&7 nay thi bon t6i s&n 1ong lam theo.

“Khong cd, thra ngai”, to1 noi.

“Khong cé gi bat thwong ca”, Alf ndi.



“Sudt ca dam cheamg c¢6 mdng ngwoi Nga nao c¢a”, Clark thém vao.

“Ta khong n61 d€n bon Nga”, Tack néi. Hén kéo bon tdi tum lai r'oi ha
giong thi tham: “Ta nghiém tuc day ma&y nhoc. Pa c6 hai vu dy dinh dot
nhidp & dwong Market tudn tredc. Cva hang thd nudi va cong ty du lich.
Dau xa beng day ctra sau. Giong nhw ai d6 mudn giat ban [e.”

Bon tdi phat hoang nén khong thé€ dap loi. To6i lo 1a hé miéng ti thoi
cling lam 10 k& hoach cua cd bon. Coc tién tao thanh mdt cuc nho 1€n rat
dang nghi trong quan dui Bermuda ctia Alf, ci nhw né gidu mot qua bong
quan vot trong do vay.

“T61 qua c6 ké da dap vo cira s0 & Video City. Bd chay cung cai VCR
ma&i toanh va m& bang lam sach dau doc. May dira c¢6 nghe chuyén nay
khong?”

“Khong, thra ngai”, Clark noi.

“Chgng nghe gi ca”, tdi thém vao.

“Nhung bon chéau sé d€ y”, Alf hira. “Liéu c6 phan thedng néu nhw bon
chau tum dwoc tén d6 khong?”

“Ta chéc 1a s& c6 gi d6. Hiép hoi Thwong nhan dang dimg ngdi khdng
yén. Theé nén HO1 d6ng thanh phd y€u cau chung ta tuan tra d&m cho dén
khi day 1ui ‘lan so6ng tdi pham’ nay. Tw t6i d€n binh minh. Tén khong biét
bao nhiéu la tién tdng ca.”

“Tuw gid'c t6i cho d&€n binh minh a?” Clark hoi.

“Chung ta hién dién giong nhe mdt bi€n phap trdn 4p. Néu bon xau
tha'y mot si quan canh sat di lai & khu dwdng Market lic bdn gior sdng, hin
s€ phdi suy nghi lai. D4u sao d6 ciing 1a mot y kién. Lic ndy, ta cAn may
dra &€ mét canh chirng, hi€ khong? Cho ta biét n&u tha'y ba't cir thit gi kha
nghi.”



Ca bon hira s& d€ phong. Tack cdm on bon t6i vi dd dong gép cho cdng
ddng va mudn bit tay cd bon I'4n nira truede khi tiép tuc. Han di xudng
dwong Market, & trdi & nha ga; vai phiit sau, hin d&n Lafayette, di theo
vong cung khu virc mua sim.

“Tuén tra tw t07 dé€n sang”, Clark ndi.

“Pau tién 1a Arnold Schwarzenegger roi gio d€n Tackleberry”, t6i noi.
“C¢ € ching ta can suy nghi lai k€ hoach nay.”

“Tao khong suy nghi lai cdi gi ca”, Alf néi. “May htra la s€ 18y cdi ma
doé, Billy. Chiing ta da thda thuén roi.”

“Chinh xac!” Clark néi. “May khong th€ rit lui chi vi m&y khé khan con
con trede mit nay. Y 1 may mudn tir bd day a?”

“Khong”, t6i néi. “Tao khdéng mudn bd.” Con mwoi mdt ngay nira la
d&n han choét cta cude thi. Mueoi mot ngay d€ hoc ngdén ngr mdy va lam
cho tro choi Phdo dai cdim chay ém. “Tao c¢an thém thoi gian.”

Ca hai da n6 thdy yén tri. Alf tua lai Top Gun & doan dau mat bang
tred'c r'oi nhan nidt phat, Kenny Loggins la hét dm tdi va cac cot Am thanh
nha’p nho veot vach do. “May 18y ma khéa bdo dong di”, né ndi, “phéan con

lai @€ bon tao lo.”
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Toi bit dau dé&n ctra tiém Zelinsky mdi ngay. Tdi 1am viéc véi Mary tir
ba gio d&n bay gio’, khi bo ¢ Ay todng khir t6i ra khdi tiém. Lic dau bon toi
toan gdp 16i. Hoc ngdn nglr may 1a thir khé nha't ma toi tng kinh qua, ¢6 I8
toi s€ tr bd néu nhw Mary khong ty tin dé€n the. Co6 &y hanh x& nhw the€ bon
t6i da thing cudc thi roi &y va gio 14p trinh trd choi chi don thuin 1a
chuyén tht tuc. Téi cir mong cd Ay s€ khong con hirng thd véi tro nay nira.
Mbi khi d&n ctra hiéu, t6i mong riang cd &'y néi sé thuc hién k& hoach khéc,
ring cd 4y sé di dén khu mua sim hay tréng em bé hay ba't cir viéc gi ma
dtra con gai mwoi bon tudi nao cling lam. Nhwng Mary chwa tieng phu 1ong
t6i. Mdi trua, co 4y déu chd doi trong phong trung bay hang, sdn sang bét
tay vao viéc.

Bon tdi thyc hién théi quen thwong nhit, bt dau mdi trwa v&i lon nuwde
ngot Dr Pepper va mot hop banh quy xoén, d&n nim gi¢ thi nghi &n keo

hwong trdi cdy lic ma nang lwong cia hai dra rld reei va can bo sung



dwong that nhanh. Bang nhac nhirng bai hat yéu thich ciia me ¢6 &y clr phat
di phat lai lién tuc, cling mwoi bon bai d6 lién hoan bat tan. Chaamg ma’y
chd’c, t6i dd nhd dwore hét cac bai nhac va chiing am thdm tré thanh nhirng
bai rudt cuda toi.

V3o ngay thi ba lam chung, Mary giai thich ring me c6 &y da thu bing
nay trong nhirng ngay trong bénh va danh sich céc bai hat tya nhw bai tho.
Moi thir chging hop 1y v&i t6i cho may dén khi t6i thay ta't cd dwoc viét ra
bang nét chir tinh t&" ciia me cd &y ngay trén ghi chi 16t ciia cudn bing cat-

Sét:

Chang diéu gi thay doi dwoc tinh yéu anh danh cho em
Chang ai ¢6 18i... Chi 1a moi thir von thé’
Ngay nao do, nhw thé’ nao do... Bat chap tdt cd...

Moi chuyén chi co the’tot hon.

Duwng bo cudc... Hay bdo trong
Anh sé khong niu kéo.

Khiéu vii cung anh dém nay!

Em biét anh yéu em ma, phdi khong?
(Em twng) Nguw tri trong tam tri anh moi liic
Em thdt duyén ddng

Em bién giac mo cua anh thanh hién thuwc.

Toi ¢6 thé nghe ti€ng Zelinsky Tam bam & quay thu tién, nguyén rua

nhirng phu ting ctrng dau clia may danh chi ¢d 16 si, va tdi khong thé nao



tin ring ong ta lai khién mot ngwdi phu nit yéu dwgre minh. Chwa k& & day
¢6 mdt cudn bang chirng minh diéu do nira.

T6i chuyén sang van dé nay véi Mary: “Minh c¢6 th€ hi€u dwoc 1y do
ciu khong bao gio ngd’y céi th€ loai nay.”

Mary cuei: “Troi, minh phat ngan voi né dd’y chir! Nhwng minh va bd’
chealng th€ ¢6ng thuin ba't ct chuyén gi khac. Chon nhac ludén la cong viéc
cta me minh.”

Mary k& rang cd &y da Ién 1én trong ctra hang, choi trén san gb citng
voi nhirng tht @6 choi ngd nghinh trong khi bd" me ¢d &y thiét k& lai ndi
that, ma't kha nhi€u thoi gian va cong stirc d€ hoan thanh d6ng ké nay va ty
tay cit d4n bang hiéu ctra tiém. Liic d6 ctra tiém nhon nhip hon nhiéu,
Mary huyén thuyén, vi rd't nhiéu ngwoi mua hang thweong ghé lai chuyén
trdo v&i me ¢b. “Gidng nhw 1a quan bar Cheers* & day vay. C6 dén ba trim
ngudi dén viéng dam tang ba. Cha x& néi ring day 14 mot ky luc cia
Wetbridge, va di nhién 1a minh da nga't lim di.”

Cheers ham y 18y tén loat phim truyén hinh dinh dam tir nam 1982 dén
1993, trong d6 chuyén phim xoay quanh mot nhodm ban be ludn tu tip tai
quan bar Cheers.

C6 ha giong nghe nhw ti€ng thi thdim. C6 hai ngwoi phu nir dang chon
hang gan chd 161 vidn phong pham, so sdnh hai hdp boc vai lanh mau nga
dyng xap don xin viéc, Mary than trong khong d€ ngwoi khac nghe dwoc
cau chuyén cua cd.

“Cau ndi 1a cu da nga'ta?”

Co &y gat dau: “Liic dy Thénh 1€, minh ding triedc nha tho. Minh thay
on ca. C6 khéc mdt chiit, nhung minh khong d&n mic dau khd quin quai.
Minh da sai khi nhin sang bd’, dng 4y dang khéc, 6ng khéc quin quai thé

lwong. Minh chwa I4n nao thdy bd khéc, chwa bao gior. Lic &y minh da



ma't ki€m soat. Minh ngi trén 1&ng hoa ttr Hiép hoi Thwong nhan. Va that
manh va xwdc cd moi vi bé thép. That té.” Cod &y co rim lai khi n6i vé ky
rc Ay, roi gat di, bdng dwng bdi rdi: “Minh xin 10i. Minh khong hi€u sao
minh lai k€ cho cdu nghe nhirng diéu nay. Cu chi dang hdi may bai hat v
van nay thoi ma.”

“Khoéng hé vé van dau.”

Mary xoay lwng lai v&i toi va nghiéng vé phia mdy tinh, giéng nhw c6
Ay ¢& ddm chim trong nhitng doan ma vay: “Minh 1am ti&p thoi.”

Chung t6i tinh tao hiéu &ng cho chan ctia dam linh gac d€ ching sé cong
chén khi chay. Nhwng trong vong vai phuit, toi lai k& cho Mary nghe vé viéc
b6 t6i sdng & Alaska thé nao, viéc dng Ay va me tdi chwa ting cudi nhau
ra sao, ching t6i c6 th€ sé song trong diéu kién khé khan dén dwong nao
n€u nhw khdng c6 di Gretchen. P6 1a nhirng bi mat sau kin nha't ma to6i ra't
ngai k€ cho ai d6, nhung toi tha'y tdi ng' Mary mot cau chuyén h'di dap.

“Udc gi minh biét vi sao 6ng ta bd di”, t6i ndi vdi cod Ay. “D6 1a dieu
minh kh6ng bao gio’ hi€u noi.”

C6 &y dung danh mdy quay lai nhin t6i. “Chu &Yy s€ tré V€ mot ngay nao
d6 thdi”, ¢6 &y ndi. “Sém hay mudn, chd &y cling mudn gdp mat cu.”

Toi lic dau: “Khdng dau.” Me chfmg m& miéng noéi gi nhiéu veé bd toi,
nhung ba s& danh ra't nhiéu thoi gian d€ nhic dén 6ng Ay khi néi chuyén
voi di Gretchen, va t6i da tré thanh chuyén gia nghe 1én nhirng cudc nd'u
chdo cia ho qua dién thoai. Me md ta 6ng &y la “ké mao hiém va vo trach
nhi€ém”, “mot ké chi bi€t d€n ban than” va (diéu nay khién t6i dau long
nhat) 1a “mot ké tha't bai”. Ba cir khang khang ong Ay s€ khong tré vEé nira,
tham chi gdp Paul Newman & bac ctra nha ching t6i thi con cé co’ may hon.

“Me cau sai ro1”, Mary noéi. “Ngay nao do, bd" cdu s€ t0 mO mudn bi€t

veé cau. Biéu d6 nhat dinh sé xday ra. Nhuwng dén ldc chd 8y dén dwoc day



thi s&€ qua tré, vi ldc do cé 1& cau dang sdng & California.” Co &y gd 1én
man hinh bing cuc géom mau h'ong & dudi ciy but chi. “Ngay khi Fletcher
Mulligan thad'y ma nay 6ng &y s€ nai ni trai tham don cu.”

T6i cwoi: “Minh chging bi€t me minh cé chiu hay khong nwa.”

Mary chgng bao gior d€ tinh logic xen vao 161 twdng twong cua cd aYy:
“Pau tién s& 1a m&i 1am viée. Ong 4y s& mudn ciu lam & Digital Artists.
Nhwng ngay khi cdu d&€n do, cau can mét noi d€ & nén 6ng a4y s€ cho céu
mot phong trong trong dinh thy ctia dng &y. C4u sé bit dau lui t&i, dung
btra t6i cing v&i Fletcher va vor 6ng. Mot khi ho hi€u 16 cdu, ho sé xdc tién
cho n6 hop phap. Thé 1a ciu cé th€ thwra k& ca cong ty sau khi Fletcher qua
doi. Nhu Charlie va nha mdy sécdla 8y.”

T6i cam thay Mary theo cdch nao d6 da doc dwoec suy nghi cta t6i. Toi
chrflng th& phan tran ring khong biét bao nhiéu '4n t6i dd mo d&n vién canh
nay nim ngim ngoi trén giwong vao budi tdi trong chdc 14t trede khi lim
vao gid’c ngu.

“Cau dién r'6i”, tdi néi voi ¢6 ay. “Cau 18y may y twdng nham nhi 8y &
dau the?”

“Diéu d6 sé dén thoi, Will.” C6 &y nhin t6i voi vé doan chic, lan tda su
tir tin ma tdi chuwa tirng bit giip & ba't ky ngwdi ndo. “Chi can hira 13 ciu s&
cho minh d&n tham quan dinh thy &y m6t ngay nao d6. Ciu phai hira cdu sé

khong quén minh da’y!”
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Mary va tdi chi cai nhau ¢6 mot Tan. D6 1a vao budi chiéu thir tw khi bon

toi dang lam tro choi. Zelinsky lic d6 & quay tinh ti€n, néi chuyén v&i hai

nha swu fdm dén t Philadelphia vé nhitng chiéc bat Ira ¢, Mary dang

gitp mdt khach hang chon buit muc, thé€ nén chi ¢6 minh toi & trong phong

treng bay hang. Trén dai dang phdt nhac cia Howard Jones, t6i vin dang

1ap trinh hiéu &ng cho dam linh gic, tinh chinh céc c& déng cla canh tay

ldc d6 mot cd gdi budre d&n chd ban tdi va néi: “Xin 16i.”

C6 &y hon toi chwng hai, ba tuoi, c6 1€ 1a hoc sinh cudi cap dwdi hay

d4u cap trén, an mac giong nhw ti€u Madonna noi loan v&i doi ung quin

doi, cip tat rach va chiéc vdy vai vinyl. Mit ¢d Ay to vién I&p phan xanh.

“Cau lam & day a?”

“Khong”, to1 noi.



C6 &y nhun vai nhw diéu d6 chang quan trong gi. Toi cong nguwoi trén
ban phim, viy quanh nao la tdp v&, gid’y in hinh, bit mau va vd keo. Néu
to1 khong phai 1a nhan vién thi tdi cling gan nhw vay.

“B& t0i nho t6i dén day mua dia.” Co &y 18y tw trong né€p gap cha cai
vdy ra mdt manh gid’y ghi chd. “Ong &y ¢an mwoi cdi dia mém nam-mot-
bon inch.”

“La nam va mdt phén tw inch”, t6i stra lai. “D& minh 18y cho.”

Ching tdi budc dén day hang thiét bj vi tinh va t6i dién gidi cdc lwa
chon: “Ong 2y c6 Fuji va Maxell. Ching dong gid, nhueng Maxell c6 mau
den, con Fuji thi ¢6 mau cau vong.”

“Hay day”, c6 &y ndi va 18y m&y cdi dia hiéu Fuji. “Cam on.”

yday, y y may . ]

C6 &y mang dia dén tredre ti€m va Zelinsky goi tén moén d6. T6i dao vé
phong trrng bay hang va Mary dang ng6i doi bén may tinh. Co cwoi toe
toét v toi: “Ban &y ve van té qua nhi?”

“Y cau la sao?”

Mary nhai lai giong co gai bang giong chudt kéu chit chit: “Ménh can
maYy cai dia mém nam-mot-bon inch. Vi ménh qua bé bong nén hong biét
gi vé phan sd ca!”

“Co &y dau c6 noi the.”

y
“Nhwng ¥ c0 ta la vay. Ki€u nhw ¢d ta 1a mot loai sinh vat nhd nhoi nao
6 can c gidp do. P 1a ve van da’y Will a.
d dwo do.bo 1 da’y Will a.”

To1 dé mat: “Sao cling dwoc.”

“Oi, Chtia o1, deng néi v&i minh ¢ &y 1a ki€u ciu thich nhé! Pwng néi
voi minh cdu thich m&y con bé diéu da mé nhac rock d6 don v&i cidp mat
gdu meo Ay nhé!”

“Minh chang ¢6 ki€u nao ca.”



“Ai cling c6 ma.”

“Khong phai minh. Minh con chwa ¢6 ban gdi nwra 1a.”

“Nhwng gu cua ciu ki€u nhw 1a...” C6 &y néi. “Da ngdm den, téc do,
dong dong cao, hay tham thdp, hoang dai, tredng doi co vil...”

“Minh thich hét nhirng ki€u d6”, t6i néi. “Minh khdng phan biét.”

“Ai cling ¢6 sy phan biét ca”, cd &y ndi. “Ai cling ¢6 sy thién vi hay yéu
thich cai gi d6 hon. D6 1a tdm 1y hoc con ngwoi co’ ban.”

T6i cdm tha'y nhw minh dang quay lai van phong cua thay Hibble, chealng
¢é cau tra 101 nao théa man co Ay ca.

“Con cau thi sao?” T6i hoi. “Gu cua cau th€ nao?”

“Minh thich nguwoi ty tin. Minh thich m&y anh chang bi€t ho mudén gi
ay.”

“Nhu Tyler Bell?”

Khong hiéu sao t6i lai n6i vay. Toi ching tin bt ct thit gi Tyler néi vé
Mary: Tao phdi cho né mét gdy, hiéu khong? N6 ching thé roi doi tay mo
mam khdi ngwoi tao. Toi biét Mary s€ khong bao gio thich mot ké 16ng
bong nhw Tyler, nhung dot nhién tréong c6 &y nhw the vira bj t6i danh cho
mot gay.

“Cau biet Tyler Bell?”

“Ai1 cung bi€t Tyler Bell ma.”

“Lam sao ciu bi€t Tyler Bell?”

“Anh ta hoc cung treong véoi minh. Anh ta ¢6 mét chi€c Harley.”

“Anh ta néi gi v&i cau?”

“Chgng gi ca. Y minh 13, minh khong biét rd anh ta cho 1&m. Minh chi

biét anh ta tng lam viéc & day.”



“Tyler Bell 12 tén khdn”, c6 &y ndi. “Hin 14 nhan vién t& nhat cla ctra
ti€ém.”

“Anh ta khong phai gu cda ciu, ding khong?”

“Chéng ¢6 gi vui dau, Will. Dirng diia bat ct diéu gi vé hén.”

“Sao th&?”

Zelinsky dang quan sat bon t6i & khoang cach kha gan, cdi tap dé cua
ong nhem nhudc vét myc den. Luc do, to1 khong bi€t bao nhiéu phan doi
thoai qua lai cta ching t6i da tudn ra phia tred'c ctra hiéu. Nhwng nhin lai,
t6i dodn chic 6ng da nghe gan nhu ca ciu chuyén.

“Moi thit 6n chi¥?” Ong &'y hdi nhw 12 khgng dinh sw that, &m chi manh
mé rang khong hé, moi thir khong hé &n chiit nio.

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary ndi.

“C6 1€ Will nén vé nha bay gio.”

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary 1ap lai. “Con chi mudn lam ti€p thoi.”

Zelinsky chéan chw, r'6i quay lwng di trd vé quay tinh tién. Mot ti€ng
dong h'6 sau, t6i cha dam ndi gi ca. Bon tdi doc sach riéng va dung may
riéng. Khong c6 thém khach hang nao trong phong trung bay hang va am
thanh duy nhat dén to Nhirng tinh khiic dwoc yéu thich nhadt thdap nién 80 -
Joe Cooker, Willie Nelson va Phil Collins. Doi Tan, to1 nhin Mary nhwng c6
2y dang b61 rd1 gd ban phim, cd” trdnh dnh nhin.

Khoang sdu gio, toi nhan ra ¢ ti€ng coi bdo ddng inh 6i, mdt canh sat
buwdc vao ctra hiéu thong bao v&i Zelinsky rang tiém thudc Crenshaw dang
chdy. Bon t6i dirng ddy ra ngoai xem.

Co6 hai xe ctru hda dau gitra khu dwong Market, nhirng linh ctru hda tinh
nguyén dang hi huc nhé’c trang thi€t bi. Tackleberry va hai canh sat khac

dang diéu khién huéng giao thong khdi nha ga. Ong Crenshaw ditng 1én



ng'di xudng bén Ié dwong, 1ac 1ic dau. Khéi den dang tda ra tir nhitng 6 cira
sO tAng hai nha 6ng, lItra khong phai tw tiém thuéc ma 1a ti cidn hd bén trén.
Bon tdi cd ngdng c6 d€ xem rd hon nhwng ca hai ding sai géc ma't roi.

“Pi th6i”, Mary ndi v&i téi. “Minh ¢ y nay.”

Ching t6i di vao bén trong ctra tiém, di qua phong treng bay hang dén
cau thang chat hep & ria ctra ti€ém. To6i di theo Mary 1€n dén fang hai, ching
t6i di vao mé cung ctia nhitng chiéc ké sit va ti'm carton nhiin nhim. Xung
quanh ching t6i toan co’ man thung va ké. L1 di uén éo va chuyén hwdng,
anh sang lo mo, nhung rd rang Mary bi€t rd noi nay nhw long ban tay. C6
Ay dirng lai ngay dudi ctra sap 1n bang g6. “Minh chi ¢An mé khéa thoi”,
cd Ay giai thich.

T61 nhin theo khi ¢6 &y suc tim xau chia khoa trong tui. Tyler Bell da
khong néi qué veé tinh trang t6i té cia nhitng &6 g6 noi dy, cdnh cira nhin
giong nhw mot cai gi do6 ta thay trén con tau hai tic bi chim. Mot s¢i day
tring treo tir chin ctra sdp d&n mach nhd trén tran, & dé né bién mat sau
birc twong.

T6i chi vao nd: “Pé 1a chuoéng bao dong a?”

“Pung, b6" minh hoi hoang twdng ti. Clr nhw theé bon qua s€ roc twong
vao 18y bi thu ciia nha minh vay, cau hi€u chx?”

Canh ctra gd khd ning, hai dira phai cing day. N6 mé& toang ra phia
ngoai, xoay quanh truc ctia hai cai ban I€ cii ki tao ra ti€ng rit dang kinh
ngac. R'6i ching t6i bwdc 1€n ba bac thang dung dirng va tré¢o 1én mai nha.
O day khd rong va bang phfmg nhung ciing hoi mat thing bang, dwa mét
nhin dwong Market va nha ga tor géc nay cam giac nhw bi mat phwong
hwdng. Mat troii dang 14n, bau troi 16e 1én dnh h'ong va cam ryc r&. Trén

néc nha gan nhw ¢6 thé cham t&i tang khong.



Ching t6i bud'c dé€n hwong dwong Market, deng bwdc cach mép ria
khoang mot mét. Gc nhin m&i kha thuén lgi nay cho thd’y ca toa nha cia
tiém Crenshaw. Ching t6i ¢6 th€ thd’y todn linh ctru hda di chuyén xung
quanh cac ctra sO nhung chrflng ai con voi va ntra, khéi da méng dan, cé 1€
diéu toi t€ nhat cua sy ¢ da dwoe ngan chan. Bén dwdi dwong phd’, mot
dam tré con di xe dap cdu ban chau lai xem, tdi ¢6 th€ thdy Alf va Clark
dtng trong ddm d6. Alf d&€ Manh thi thing bang trén tay cAm, tui né c6 vé
dang than van vE€ sy huy hoai nay.

“Minh xin 15i vi chuyén ldc ndy”, Mary néi. “Vé Tyler &y. Minh khong
¢é y dinh cuwdp 1o ciu.”

“Khong sao dau”, to1 ndi.

“Hén trom &0 cta ctra tiém. Hodc ciing c6 the da c&. N6 van con 1a con
nhtrc nhdi cho b6” va minh.”

Ngay ldc d6, thai do cua co &y khi€n moi viéc rdé rang hon.

“Hin da 12y gi the?”

“Cau thd’y nhirng cdi bat ltra c6 gan quay thu tién chi? C6 cdi 1én dén
hai, ba tram d6. Tyler mudn trdm mot cai, minh da bt gap.”

“Chuyén gi xay ra?”

“B& minh khd gian. Ong rdt tin twédng Tyler. Ca hai bd” con minh déu tin
hén. Ong da dudi viéc hdn. Chuyén 1a nhw th&.” C6 &y quay lung vé tiém
Crenshaw, hwéng vEé phia tdy d€ nhin dnh hoang hon. Quang canh dep hon
nhidu. “Chuyén nay xdy ra h'6i nim ngodi, ngay khi nim hoc bit dau.
Nhwng nhe minh néi roi ddy, ca hai b con minh van con rit gidn chuyén
nay, minh nghi the&"”

Di nhién la ho gian dt. Phién ban nay cda cau chuyén nghe dang tin hon
cu chuyén ba xu tho 1du cia tén Tyler. Ong Zelinsky khong tha thit cho
bon trém cip. May 12 Tyler chua bj bt.



“Minh chealng biét gi vé hin cd”, téi bdo cd &y. “Minh thi mé&i I&p chin,
con hén 12 hoc sinh cip ba réi.”

“Minh bi€t”, cd &y ndéi. “Minh tin ciu.”

“The chung ta hoa nhé? Minh va cau?”

“ﬁﬂhb&”

Tbi chia tay ra, ching tdi bit tay nhau. Nhitng méng tay ctia cd Ay vira
m&i son, mdi méng con diém mot bong hoa hwdng dwong be bé.

“Chung ta quay lai 1am vi€c thoi”, to1 noi.

C6 Yy ldc dAu: “HOm nay minh chi 1am d&n d’y thdi. Minh mudn dirng
day mot 1at.”

Thé& nén chiing t6i ditng d6 mot lic, ngdm nhin hoang hén va ban bac
ring mdt trong thir ma ta thuc sy khdng thé bit dwoec & mic 8-bit, khong
the dwgrc voi kha nang xi ly don gidn cia chi€c may 64 d6i véi mau tim
(CHR$(156)), mau cam (CHR$(129)) va mau vang (CHR$(158)). Con ra't
nhiéu mau khéc nia, ca hang ngan mau sic. O ctng s& khong di kha niing
xu 1y no.

Pém d6, téi vé nha, lo ring Mary van con gian, cb 4y s& bd dw 4n Phdo
dai cdim va d€ mic t6i ty hoan thanh. Nhung khi t6i dé€n treong vao sang
hom sau, c6 mot dia mém ndm trong ti d'6 cha tdi. T6i mang né d&n mdy
tinh con tréng trong thw vién trrong, ki€m tra danh muc va thdy nd cé

chtra mot tro choi khéc.

Ban dang & sau trong Phdo dai cédm, ding phia
cudi hanh lang dai va hep. Tudng da dugc gan hang
dubc chay ryc. bung chdn ngang 16i dan vé phia béac

12 mét g& khdng 18. G3 cam mdt cady gdy va dang



nhin chdm chdm vao ban. Ham ga vuong vai nudc

miéng.
>DANH MUC

Ban chi tay khodng.
G3 khdéng 18 tién mdét budc. GA& to gdp ba ban. Ga

ddéi nhu chdé sdbi.
>PAM GA KHONG LO

cé lén, Will. Ban danh ga khdng 18 bing ca sdc
binh sinh nhung ga ching may may. Hay dady, gid thi

ga déi va buc bdoi.
>PA GA KHONG LO

Rc rdi 16n rdi! Gid ga khdng 186 rit gian dad.
Chi mét cdi quat tay, ban da 1lin kénh ra dat. Ga
khéng 16 gio cay gay lén khdi d3u, s&n sang bam bd
vao ban.

Bdng nhién mdét t&m bdng bi an trén vach tudng md
ra! Mary Zelinsky =xudt hién, thanh trudng kiém
trong tay. C6 4y tiéu diét ga khdng 18, ga dbd sup

xudng san.

>PUNG DAY



Ban dung va Mary tra kiém vao bao. “Minh xin 18i
da ndi déa v&i cdu ngay hém qua”, cé 4y néi. “Mong
12 minh d3a khéng lam gi qua dang. Cdu cé chldp nhéan
viéc ha guc ga khéng 16 nay nhu mét 1oi xin 16i

ctia minh khoéng?”

>NOI PONG ¥

4Cam on, Will!” Mary néi. (Piém cda ban via ting
lén 100, ban dat dugc danh hiéu Siéu Kinh Dién.)
“Gadp nhau sau gid hoc nhél!”

TRO CHOI KET THUC.

R%i diéu ky la nhit xay ra. Bén duéi dong TRO CHOT KET THUC,

con trd chudt van nha’p nhdy, moi moc t6i nhap mot dong 1énh khic.
>pI VE PHIA BAC
TG via bdo ban, trd choi két thic réi.
>PI VAO CON DPUONG BI MAT

Khong duoc, ga khéng 18 bi ha guc da ch&n 16i di

roi.
>PpI THEO MARY

Nhung Mary van dang dung day! C6 A&y tréng van

rdt quyén ri trong bd gidp 1luéi va tadm giadp che



ngyc béng sat.

bay han 12 mot bai kiém tra. Mary s€ ch:flng 1ap trinh ra nhirng 1o dap
nhw thé néu c6 &y khong cé y dinh d€ toi thd’y ching. Trong thodng chdc

t0i bong 16e ra mot y twdng dién khing:
>HON MARY

Ban tién vé phia trudc, dit tay lén eo Mary. CO
4y nhén chan 1lén rdéi nhdm mét lai, ép canh méi hén
ban. Bdng nhién ban nhin thdy phdo hoa va sao
bang. piém cla ban tadng 1lén 50.000.000, thu hang
ban dat dugc 13 Ngudi Chat Nhat Qud DPat.

Cudi cung tro choi cling dwng lai. Tha the di ngang qua tdi, tdi nhanh
chéng tit mdy tinh trede khi ba &y c6 th€ doc dwore nhitng gi hién trén man
hinh. Ba &y nhin t6i vé nghi ngo - tdi d6 mat tia tai - nhwng ba &y tro vé
phia ban ctia minh ma chging hé miéng ndi ntra loii.

Sau gio’ hoc, t6i dén ctra tiém Zelinsky va thd'y Mary dang lam viéc &
phong trrng bay hang. Mdt k€ sat man hinh, c6 &'y cham chd vao mot van
dé. Toi dit ba 16 xudng roi gieo ngwoi xudng ghé. Chém ché bén mdy tinh
12 mot tdi banh quy xofn va mot lon Dr Pepper lanh vira 18y tir th lanh ra.

“Cam on cau”, to1 ndi. “Cam on cau vi tro choi nhé. Minh cho1 xong
roi.” Co ay quay sang nhin to1, do tim manh mdi trén mat toi, t61 nhan ra
loi tOi vira n6i that mo h'o. Toi hit that siu roi bao: “Minh dworc ndm muoi
triéu di€m co day.”

Mary quay lai man hinh. C6 &y g0 cay but chi 1€n dong ma: “Chinh

phiéan nay lam cham tro choi. N€u ching ta dwa nd 1€n phan dau thi sao



nhi?”

T6i redn nguoi qua vai cd a4y d€ nhin rd hon, c6 1€ tdi rwedn gén hon
moi khi. Pd gan d€ ngii dwore mui dau goi, hay nwdc hoa, hay cdi gi doé
thodng hwong diu diju. Chrfmg cO tranh cai va chung t6i quay lai lam lanh
nhw binh thwong. Nhung k€t d6, sy binh thwong &y ciling ¢4 chit bat

thuwong.



1400 REM *** ASSIGN RANKINGS ¥**

1410 1F SCORE>=8000THEN RANK$=“FANTABULOUS!
1420 1F SCORE<8000 THEN RANK$=“AWESOME!“
1430 1F SCORE<7000 THEN RANK$=“GREATI
1440 1F SCORE<6000 THEN RANK$=“GOOD“

1450 1F SCORE<5000 THEN RANK$=“AVERAGE"
1460 1F SCQRE<4000 THEN RANK$=“NOT BAD“
1470 1F SCORE<3000 THEN RANK$=“FAIR*

1480 1F SCORE<2000 THEN RANK$=“UGH!“

1490 RETURN

m

Nhirng ngdy gan day, toi it gdp Alf va Clark. Bon td6i vin dap xe dén
treong mdi sdng, nhung toi khong con #n trwa trong cing tin v&i chdng,
thay vao do, t6i tr6n & thw vién va diung thoi gian nghi &y d€ hoan thién
Phdo dai cdm. Thoi han cua cude thi da can k€, tdi khong mudn lang phi
gidy phit ndo ca. Tdi con dem theo ca nhitng ban in vao trong phong tim.

Trua thir Sdu, toi dang ng'di trong thw vién, chuyén chudi nhi phan thanh
s thap phan va lwdt qua day thuat todn. Mot chudi nhj phan trong nhee mot
dai nglu nhién cdc gia tri 1 va 0 - 00100100 - nhung mdi con sd trong
chudi dai dién cho mot gia tri khac nhau: 128, 64, 32, 16, 8, 4, 2 hoac 1.
Thé& nén 00010010 ¢6 két qua 1a 18 (0+0+0+16+0+0+2+0) va 10000001 c6
két qua la 129 (128+0+0+0+0+0+0+1). Mary giong nhw thién tai mang nhi
phan vay. Co 4y c¢6 th€ nhin vao chudi 00111111 rdi trd 10 ngay 12 “sdu

muoi ba”, con toi thi vAn phai cong bang tay, ting ky tu theo kiéu cil rich.



Ai d6 ng6i d6i dién t6i dat to mwoi d6 nhau nhi 1€n ban. Toi nhin 1én va
thdy Chadwick Melon, ddi tredng doi bong ro, thi quy cda hoi hoc sinh,
niém hy vong cho ng6i vi hoang dé€ cua ti€c da hdi. Anh ta 1o rang la van
dong vién noi ti€ng nha't trong lich s treong Trung hoc Wetbridge, cling 1a
chtl nhin ctia mwoi mot loai hoc bong khac nhau. T6i chwa bao gio d61 mat
noéi chuyén v&i anh ta, nhung t6i da vo tay tan thwedng anh ta trong vo so
cudc thi va 1€ trao giai.

“May bi€t Alf khong?” Anh ta hdi. “Alfred Boyle?”

“Co.”

“N6i v&i n6 1a Chad Melon mudn mwoi tAm. Nguyén mdt bo.”

Toi ddy tién tra lai. Toi ching biét minh da 14’y ddu ra diing khi d€ tra
treo v&i anh ta. Chic 12 t6i buc minh vi bi 1am phi€n thoi. “Anh ty mua di”,
toi n6i. “To tap chi chi ¢6 bdn d6 thoi.”

Nu cwoi ctia Chad bi€n mat, toi nhan ra ¢6 the tdi la ngwoi dau tién
trong lich st treong Trung hoc Wetbridge dam thach thirc ménh I1€nh cua
anh ta. Anh ta nhét tién vao tdi 4o t6i, an that manh: “Phai bao dam la Alf
bi€t tao da dat mua.”

T6i dung lai & cang tin trén dwong vao tié€t hoc ti€p theo, céi ban bon t6i
thwong an trdng khong. T6i tha'y Alf va Clark trong khu vye hit thudc clia
hoc sinh, mdt céi hién 16 thién nhd ddy tan thud'c, ngay phia hwdng gié ctia
khu hut thudc danh cho gido vién. Alf méc trang phuc giong nhe mot nhan
vat ndo dé trong Miami Vice, con Clark chi mic 4o 16t tring tron va quan
sodc jean. Hai dira dang ng'6i trén biang gh&’, phi phéo nhirng di€u thudc 14
mong nha't ma toi chwa tha'y bao gio.

“Bon may hut gi thé”?” Toi hoi.

“Capri 1207, Clark n6i. “Mdi keng day.”



Alf xtty ra mot géi, moi toi tht mot di€u: “Bon tao thd’y & tram xe buyt.
Chéc 12 ai lam rét.”

Bon t6i ching dira nao nghién thud'c, nhung khi thién ha moi bat e thi
gi mién phi, ca bon déu v'6 vap dén nhan.

“Pay la thudc 14 cho nr gi¢i”, t6i bdo ching no.

“Ha?” Alf hoi lai.

“D¢6 1a 1y do vi sao ching rdt méng. Ching dwoc san xui't vwa tay phu
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nu.

Clark vay di¢u thudc giong nhu né 12 mdt con ong bip cay vo ve viy.
“Thao nao tao thad’y bu'dn ndén!” N6 néi.

Alf rit thém mot hoi ntra, tdn hwdng hwong vi di€u thud'c, roi nha khoi:
“Tao th@y duwgrc ma.”

“Ho rai hormone 1én gidy go6i”, Clark canh bao né. “P¢€ gilip phu nir
giam can. May dang nap estrogen vao phoi day.”

T6i dwa mwoi d6 cho Alf va néi d6 la cia Chadwick Melon. N6 ciling
chrflng thd’y la voi yéu cau dé chit nao. “Tao da ban cho nam tén cudi cap
trong twan nay”’, né giai thich. “Tao d€ch quan tdm ngwoi ta bao nhiéu tuoi.
Cha ai mudn budc vao 7-Eleven d€ hdi mua mot tor Playboy ca. Giéng nhw
la n6i ‘T6i dén day d€ ty swong’ Ay.”

T6i ching ki€n Alf 18y cudn sO nhd twr tii né va thém tén Chadwick
Melon vao danh sach. R'6i n6 18y coc tién to su cua né ra, cudn to muwoi do
ngoai cing. Chi m&i ¢6 vai ngay, coc tién &'y da to ¢ mot trai bwdi chum.

“Troi dat”, toi ngac nhién. “Bao nhiéu th&?”

“Ba trdam tdm muwoi sdau d6”, né néi vé ty hao. “Nhwng may dung lo,
Billy. Tao s€ chia phan cho ca bon ma. Chiing ta cing hdi cung thuyén ma,

phai khong?”



“Ta’t nhién, tat nhi€n”, tdi noi.

“C6 1€ chdt ha s€ 1én t&i nam tram d6 day.”

“Thé thi con gi bing”, toi ndi.

Alf rit m6t hoi thudc that dai, nha khéi thudc, roi nhin toi cham chﬁm,
gid'ng nhwr né dang doi to61 noi gi dé khac. “Cai mat ma bao dong sao roi?”
Cudi cuing né ciling hoi.

H6i chudng cudi gior an trra reo 1én nhwng khong kip d€ gidp toi. “Tao
dang tim cach”, toi dép.

Xung quanh bon t6i, nhitng hoc sinh hit thudc khic dang dap tit dau
mau thudc 14 va nhai keo thom Tic Tac.

“Ching ta khéng c6 nhi€u thoi gian dau”, Clark néi. “22 thang 5 r'oi
da’y. T61 da la chi con bay tdm ngay ntra thoi.”

T6i ha't cdi ba 16 qua vai. T6i chi mudn quay lai thw vién, quay lai voi

tro choi. “Pwng 107, téi néi véi bon nd. “Tao sap lam dwgc roi.”



1500 REM *¥* BOOST SCORE ***

1510 1F LIVES=3 THEN SCORE=SCORE+50
1520 1F LIVES=2 THEN SCORE=SCORE+75
1530 1F LIVES=1 THEN SCORE=SCORE+100
1540 PRINT “4HOMEHCSR DWNISCORE: “ SCORE
1550 DG=DG+DX*.15

1560 1F DG>DX THEN DG=DX

1570 1F DG>50 THEN GOSUB 7000

1580 1F DG>100 THEN GOSUB 7500

1590 RETURN
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Zelinsky ch:flng bao gior cat ti€ng chao hay ndi vai cau xa giao don
thuan, thim chi con chzamg thém nhin t6i mdt céi, ngoai trir ldc bay gio, 6ng
x0c vao phong treng bay hang va bao to6i di ra. Nguyén van loi 6ng néi: “bi
ra ngoai”, “bi di, di ngay”, hét nhw 6ng dang xua con ctn khéi bai co.

“B&’ cau ghét minh”, t6i ndi v&i Mary.

“Chi gia vor the' thdi”, ¢d &'y ndi. “That ra 6ng &y thich cau. Ong Ay an
twong voi vé say viéc cia ciu.”

“Ong 4%y néi the a?”

“A, that ra ciing khong chinh xdc ting tir nhuw the’”

“Vay Ong &y noi sao?”

“Ong &y &n twong that ma”, ¢6 &y néi. “Tin minh di.”

Tbi ¢ ging nhin vao mit tot clia 6ng AYy. Toi chfmg bao gior dam d¢€ lai

lon soda trén ban mdy tinh (du Mary ctr lam th&). T6i lu6n ha thdp giong,
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t0i n6i “lam on...” “cdm on” va ludn tranh 161 6ng di. Nhwng mdi khi toi
dén ctra ti€ém, Zelinsky ludn c6 vé tha't vong.

Hom thir Sau no, t6i dang 14p trinh trong phong treng bay hang trong khi
Mary gitp mét khach hang chon mdy danh chix. L'an ntra, t6i 1a nguwoi duy
nha't & phia sau tiém, bdng tir ddu mot thang bé budc ngang qua mit toi.
N6 tdm muwoi, mwoi mot tudi, mac nguyén bd jean xam t ddu dé€n chén,
mang theo lon soda Big Gulp. N6 Ién ra sau k& dung pin Energizer, bi€n
ma't khoi £Am nhin, t6i biét ngay né 1a dira in cép.

Lat sau, né tré lai, van con ¢Am lon Big Gulp va ngdm Ong hiit. Pdnh
Itra hay 14m, nhéc.

“Em c6 can gi khong?” T6i hoi.

N6 lic dau: “Khong can.”

Té6i ding diy, di theo nd ra tredre tiém. Toi cong nhan nd kha ma lanh
khi dung lai chd quay tinh tién va mua vai th® - mot hop keo nhai
Bubbalicious.

Zelinsky gan nhw khong chid ¥ d&n né. Ong &y ban bju stta mot cdi mdy
danh chir cho m6t ngwoi swu tip & Princeton. “Chi keo nhai th6i a? Thé” thi
hai tién.”

Théang bé nhin chdm chim t6i.

“Em khong bi€t a? Hai tién da’y!” Nhin vé mdt n6 bi ri, tdi bi€t rd cdi bd
dang aYy. “C6 nghia la hai mwot [dm xu.”

Thang bé ddy to* mot dd nhau nat qua quay.

“Em mua lon Big Gulp & dau?” Téi hai.

“7-Eleven”, nd noi.

“Ché’ing c6 céi 7-Eleven nao trén dwong Market ca. Cdi gan nha't cach

day nam dam.”



N6 cau may: “Anh... lam viéc & diy hay sao?”

“Em dang trOm pin.”

Tb6i chwa kip néi hét cau thi thing nhéc dd phéng ra khdi cira. Zelinsky
dudi theo nd, nhwng toi néi dng Ay khong cAn ban tam. Thing nhéc di d&
lai lon soda trén quay. Tdi git cdi ndp lon, 10 ra sdu vién pin C chim trong
vun nudc Am Am. Mét Zelinsky tron tron, hét nhw toi vira thye hién mot
phép mau vay.

“Thang kh&n”, 6ng &y néi. “Lam sao cu bi&t?”

Tbdi khong th€ néi sy thit v&i dng Ay, rang Alf va tdi 1a dau téu tro véi
lon Big Gulp, dung lon nwdc nay d€ trom bang cat-sét boc gid'y bong kinh
twr ctra hang Sam Goody.

“Chau nghe tha’y né suc sao & khu d¢€ pin”, toi giai thich. “Chau nghi n6
toan tinh gi d6.”

T61 d6, Zelinsky d€ t6i & lai thém nira ti€ng nira, va khi hét gio, toi
tham chi chrflng nhan ra giong ndi cia 6ng ay. Thay vi “Di ra ngoai” hay
“Pi vé”, dng &y bao: “Hen gap ngay mai nhé, Will.”

Mary huych vao lung toi.

“Cau thdy khong?” Co néi. “Bd minh c&i mé hon roi day.”



1600 REM ¥ OUT OF TIME ***

1610 PRINT “{CLRH12 CSR DWN}
1620 PRINT “{12 SPACES} YOU ARE OUT"
1630 PRINT “{14 SPACES} OF TAME.“
1640 PRINT “{2 CSR DWN}“

1650 PRINT “T'HY GAME 1S OVER.“
1660 FOR DELAY =1 TO 1000

1670 NEXT DELAY

1680 1F LIVES=0 THEN 3300

1690 RETURN

m

Thoi gian trdi that nhanh. Khi troi chuyén sang &m 4p, hoa bung né, va
ngay 1& Chién si trin vong bdo hiéu bit d4u chinh thitc vio he. Thong
thwong Zelinsky s& déng ctra vao ngay 1€, nhung 6ng ddng ¥ mé cira tiém
de Mary va t6i c6 theé’ danh buoi chiéu cung 1ap trinh. Pam ban hoc cua
chiing tdi ra bai bién hay di xem phim, ngim phdo hoa, nhung bon t6i ddn
minh trong phong trrng bay hang, ti€p tuc phan viéc.

Pon ding ky dw thi phdi dwore déng dd'u buu dién trwedc thir Sdu, ngay
29 thdng 5 - va d&n tht Tw ngay 27 thang 5, chiing t0i van chwa chdt ha.
Ching t6i da tao ra chwong trinh con theo ngén ngtr mdy hoan hdo, mot
vong lap hoan chinh khién cédc tén linh gac tan ra theo nhi€u hwdng khac
nhau - ching chay cong chan va danh hai canh tay, vung ngon gido. N6
dwoe tao hinh rd't dep va nhanh. Nhwng khi ching tdi thé chép né vao
chwong trinh chinh, trd choi van béo 16i, 16i va 16i. Du bon tdi ¢& cach ma’y

thi chiéc 64 luon ddi lai dong tin nhén 13i:



LENH KHONG DPUNG

KET QUA KHONG CcO NGHIA
HUONG KHONG HQP LE

sO LUONG KHONG HOP LE
CcONG THUC QUA PHUC TAP
KHONG THE TIEP TUC
KHONG THE TIEP TUC
TIEP TUC
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HE TIEP TUC

Mary va toi doc di doc lai quyén Hoc ngdn ngir mdy trong 30 ngay,
tuyét vong d€ phat hién 161, nhung ching t6i lam ding moi thir, ching t6i
theo chi dan dén ting ti€u ti€t mot. T6i mét moi va rdi boi thi bdng nhién
Nhirng tinh khiic dworc yéu thich nhat thdp nién 80 khié€n t6i phat dién. Phil
Collins ca bai Against All Odds ca triéu Tan roi, con a0 ndo cda anh ta nhw
doi lai tdm trang SAu nan cua to6i. Ching t6i da can y twdng va kiét thoi
gian.

“Thé& la xong”, tdi ndi. “Minh dau hang.”

Mary vain cim mit vao quyén sach: “Sép thanh cong roi ma.”

“Khong, minh néi nghiém tic dd’y. Minh dau hang.”

“Cau vé som vay?”

“Minh twr b ca tro choi. Minh khdéng mudn lam nira.”

“Cau khong th€ tr bd”, ¢6 Ay ndi. “Cau phai gianh cai PS-2 d€ minh c6
dwoc cdi mdy 64 cla ciu. Minh giao k&o r6i ma. Chiing ta con bt tay

29

nwa.



“Ching ta khong thing ndi dau”, tdi néi. “Ching ta dd 1am moi thi
quyén sach chi. Khong ich gi. Mit minh m¢ r6i. Khuyu tay minh dau nira.
Lung cling dau. Ching ta dd méc ket & ddy A ngdy rdi, minh mét mdi
18m.”

Mary cwoi nhw the toi vira néi dua.

“Ctr ti€p tuc va cuoi di”, téi bdo cd ay. “Minh budng.”

“Cau biét diéu gi budn cwoi khong? Cau vwra néi ‘A ngay’ thay vi
‘muwoi ngay’. Cau dang nghi dén hé thap luc phan da'y Will a.”

T6i khong tin ¢d &y: “Minh néi muwoi ma.”

“Cau n6i A day”, cd &y cu khang khang. “Minh lam dung ti€n d day.
Sip qua dwoc khé khin nay roi, minh cdm thiy the"”

R6i dén tit ngim.

M4y tinh ciing tit, Phil Collins thdi rén ri va bdng dung bon t6i hoan
toan chim trong bong t6i. Phia sau ctra hang chglng cé ctra sO nao ca. Toi
con chaalng tha’y ban tay minh khi gio’ [én tredc mat.

“Cip dién”, Mary vira n6i vira thé dai. “Chuyén nay van xdy ra vao moi
mua he khi cac cira hang bat dién xoay chiéu.”

Khong c6 dién nghia la khong ¢6 may tinh. Khong ¢ mdy tinh nghia la
khong lam dworc gi ca. Toi dirng ddy va that manh vao ta dung h'6 so.

“Dung lai”, ¢6 &y néi. “Cau di dau da’y ha?”

“Pay la diém bdo day. Chda vira rit phich cdm trd choi clia tui minh
day.”

Mary di trong béng t&i va tim cénh tay toi, giw toi lai. Nhtrng ngén tay
clia c6 Ay dan vio tay toi, bat chot tdi nim 13y tay cd &y. Cam gidc that
kho ta - gidng nhw trong Iyc cua cd vii tru chuyén vao tay tdi, con phan con

lai ciia co’ the€ t6i chi troi dat, khdng sirc ndng, nhw mot trong nhirng qua



béng khdng I'6 trong man diéu hanh L& Ta on cia ctra hang Macy. T6i gio
tay gilt can bang va cham phai vai Mary.

“Xin 161 c4u”, toi néi. “Minh khong tha’y gi ca.”

“Cau ctt chor vai phit. Mt cdu sé ty diéu chinh.” Téc ¢d 4y cham vao
ma toi, cd Ay thi tham vao tai toi: “Cau khong dwoe bd cude, Will. Minh
khong cho phép cau budng xudi. Chung ta gan thanh cong roi.”

T6i nghiéng V€ phia trwedc, cham vao nguoi ¢6 &y. Téc Mary mém
muot va thom mat ngay khi cham t&i, t6i chwa bao gio' cam thdy thir gi
giong nhw th€’. Cra hang hoan toan chim trong thinh lang, t6i c6 the nghe
dwore ti€ng the cia c6 ay. Toi vong tay sang eo ¢ ay kéo lai gan hon, d€
ddm chim vao mui hwong twoi mét ay.

R6i mdt tia sang 1o mo chi€u xuyén qua gian phong, Mary vut khoi
ngudi toi. Zelinsky di do khip ctra hang v&i cdi dén pin ti€u cAm tay loai
duge bay ban k& bén quiay thu tién v&i gid mdt dd va chi cén tra vao mot
cuc pin AA: “M3ay dira khong sao chr?”

“Bon con khong sao”, Mary noi.

“On a”, t6i [Am bam.

Ong &y roi dén vao ching toi roi cit giong, yéu cau di ra tiém: “C6
khach hang nao trong tiém khong? Co6 ai can giup gi khong?”

Mot giong néi y&u ot doi ra te ké hang mdy danh chir - mot ba ldo thu
minh lai ngay ldc cip dién, s¢ minh 1én con dau tim. Zelinsky gitp ba dirng
ddy va ti't ca ching t6i cung budc ra dwong Market.

Nguoi khach ném vé cau c6 vé phia Zelinsky. “Ong nén tra tién dién
ding han chir”, ba &y néi. “Suyt ti ntra thi t6i da gdp nguy r'oéi.”

“Khong phai 16i caa b’ con dau”, Mary néi, nhung Zelinsky cwdp 101
“Toi ra't xin 101 vi sy ba't tién nay ba Dursham. Mong ba quay lai chd chiing

t01 ngay mai.”



“Purng ¢6 mo™, ba 4y gian doi.

Ba ldo khap khiéng di 1én via he, Zelinsky quay sang Mary. “Khdch
hang 1a Thweong dé&”’, 6ng &y noi.

“Ba &y bi ham thi ¢6”, Mary néi. “Ba ta d6 16i vu nd tau con thoi
Challenger cho nguoi Viét Nam. Ba ta goi quan vai du l1a ‘b pyjama ctia
quy’. Gidng nhw bénh cweom nwde cuia ba ta tang 1én dé€n nao ludn r'oi.”

Mary gam g voi toi, dgi toi creoi tredre nhieng loi bong duia cia cd &y
nhung ddu 6¢ tdi van cOn mién man trong phong trung bay hang, tdi van
con ndm tay co Ay va cham 1én mdi téc co Ay nira. Ti thd'y mot diéu tuyét
diéu ndo d6 vira xdy ra - gidng nhw tdi vira chép mét tha'y mot the gidi
khéc 1a vay - va qud trinh quay lai thyc t& dd han in mot 1an roi trong tAm tri
toi.

Trén va dudi dwong Market, cdc chi tiém dang quay tim bi€n & ctra tw
“M¢&” sang “Doéng”, ngoai trir nha hang Twdng quéan Tso, 6ng dirng bén via
he phat phi€u gidm gid mwei 1lam phéan tram trong khi nhan vién cfia 6ng
thip sdng cin phong bang hang trim cAy nén nhd ciia 1& Ta on.

“B& nghi hom nay dén day tho1”, Zelinsky noéi, nhung to61 gan nhw chaalng
nghe thay tiéng 6ng. Tdi chic 1a minh d3 kiéng chan budc xudng duong

Market ma quén néi loi chao biét.
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Alf, Clark va t6i sinh sdng & dwdi chan d6i noi cdi ngd cut goi la dai 10
Baltic. Pam ban hoc wa nhic nhé bon tdi rﬁng dai 16 Baltic nim trong sO
bit dong san béo nhit clia Monopoly, rang gid tién thué nghe budn cudi
mudn té ghé&’, bdn d6. Vao nhirng ngay muwa, hé thdng thoat nwdc chay tran
ra, gy ngip ting ca khu ngd cut va dwong sd. Bon tdi phdi thdo gidly, xin
quan d€ 16i qua ctra trede - n€u khong mudn bang qua khu nghia trang cii
boc theo khoanh sin sau. P6 1a nghia trang Coéng gido 1on nhid't & New
Jersey mwoi mau tdy ddy nhirng ngdi mo va ngdy cang nhiéu 1én, bon t6i
choi dua ngay canh nhtrng ng6i md .

To6i tha'y Alf va Clark dang di gitra dwong, cii maét, giong nhw ching
dang d&m nhirng vé€t nirt nhd va cac vun dat trén 1op nhya dwong. Ca hai
dra déu trong ¢ vé pho phac. Toi dap theo ching r'6i phanh lai.

“Lau nay may & cai x6 nao vay?” Alf héi.



“O ctra tiém”, toi tra 161. “C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Chuyén la tao tiéu ro1”, Alf n6i.

“N6 lam mat tién”, Clark ti€p.

“Tién gi?” Toi héi lai, roi toi chot nho ra. “Tién d6 ha?”

“Tao khong lam mat”, Alf néi. “Chi 1a né roi khdi tii tao thoi.”

“Thé& da’y 12 16i clia coc tién?” Clark hdi. “Tao da néi chuyén nay sé xdy
ra thoi! Nhung may c vdc né di lung tung. Pem khoe ra mdi khi may ¢6
co hoi. May diing 12 Ong Lén Chuyén ma.”

“Co ta't ca bao nhiéu?” T6i hai.

“BoOn tram sau muol tam do”, Alf ndi.

“Chua o1!” Clark thét 1€n. “May ti€u that roi!”

“Liic tao roi treong thi vAn con”, Alf néi téi nghe. “N6 nim dau d6 gitra
& day va cai ta d6 cua tao.”

“Nhitng mot dim rudi day”, Clark néi. “Bon tao tim khip roi. Chéng
tha’y dau. Tién mat that roéi.”

“Tim T4n nita xem”, t6i néi, nhung tdi nghi ring Clark néi ding. Poan
dwong bon toi d&n tredng rat dong xe cd, khach bo hanh, ngwdi dit ché di
dao va ca bon tré di xe dap. Treea hom &Yy troi ra't dep. Ai cling ra ngoai, tdn
hudng tiét trori xuan. Ai & Wetbridge ciing c¢6 co' may bét gidp mdt coc tién
c& nim tay 4.

Bon t6i men theo dai 16 Baltic d&€n cudi dwong, di qua dwong 25, roi di
sang dwong Crystal.

“Chéc c6 ai da dem cho canh sdt ma't roi”, Alf néi. “Tui minh hdy di néi
dé l1a tién cua minh di.”

“Pung roi”, téi ndi. “Pi ndi v&i canh sat 1a may ki€m dwoc bdn tram do

nho ban tap chi khiéu dam cho tré em &y. Tao cd la ho vui khi gitp bon



minh 1dm.”

Chiing t6i luc tim khip ngéc ngéich va 16i di. C4 bon ng6i xudng, soi
mét vao trong dng cong. Bon toi bing qua nhitng bai ¢, x&i tung cd ddm
cd dai, lat da 1én cho dén khi troi td1 den nhw mwe khong thé€ thd’y gi nira.
Nhung chaamg ich gi cad. Mot mon tién 1on da ma't that r'oi.

Bach bd tréd vé dai 10 Baltic, Alf 13y ra danh sach bdn mwoi sdu tén da
trd tred'c cho nhirng tdm hinh ddc ddo cia Vanna White. N6 chia nhirng cai
tén thanh ba loai khic nhau: (1) Nhitng t&n chic chin s& tém gdy nd, (2)
Nhirng tén c6 th€ sé tom gay nd, (3) Nhirng tén khong dd sirc tom gay no.
That khong may, loai cudi cung cha cé cdi t€n nao ca.

“Moi chuyén s€ 6n thoi”, Clark trdn an né. “Ching ta ct vao tiém nhw
da ban di. Chi 1a may khong ki€m dworc tién thdi ma.”

To1 khong thich nghe diéu do.

“Con con ch6 canh thi sao?” T6i héi. “Con tay cdm Tackleberry nira?”

“PE tui tao 1o, Clark néi. “R'6i may xem.”

Bon tdi di vao san sau nha Alf va di vao tang hdm qua cta dém. Gia
dinh Alf s& htru ng6i nha dep nhat trén dai 16 Baltic - hai phong tdm, mot
phong khach va mdt phong sinh hoat gia dinh - nhung bon t6i thwong tan
giu & tAng hAm nha nd. D6 1a cidn phong 16 ¢6 san bé tong lanh, trong bé
tong xi than c¢6 gié lua va nhirng bong deén tran treo trén xa nha. Tang ham
ddy nhtrng mén d6 bd di: mot chi€c sofa tim véi ném rach, mét ta lanh
hdng, mot chi€c ban lung lay ma bon tdi thinh thoang choi tro Risk & do,
cai may gidt Maytag khé ram ri trong goc, trong ham ndong ndc mui bot gidt
Tide.

O gitra tAng hAm 12 mot tAm gd ddn 1&n ndm trén gid cwa moc. Sudt
nhiéu nim, Alf dung vi tri ndy lam dwong dua xe 6 to that oach; chd &'y bon

toi tng danh ca chiéu mwa d€ th€ nghiém that bai md hinh Xe dua Cong



thiec 1 ré tién trén nhirng khic cua ngoat. Nhwng gio nhirng dwong dua ay
da bi bd di, tAm gd dan mo phdng dai canh khu phd Wetbridge. Vai tdoa nha
dwore lam tw carton thdo ra toe hop dwng giay va hdp stra. Nhirng toa khac
thi dwoec dung to d6 choi Lego hay Lincoln Logs. Pang néi 1a, moi th
dwoc dung theo ty 1€ hin hoi. Nha hang Twdng quan Tso, ctra hang xe dap,
nha ga, ctra ti€m Zelinsky - moi ctra hi€u va bi€n hi€u déu dwoc tai dung
theo kich co' thu nhd. C6 nhirng chi€c xe hoi nhd xiu, ddm cay nhd va den
giao thong cdn con. Tham chi c6 ca nhitng tai x& dang cai nhau trong bai dd
taxi theo co’ nhd.

T6i khoanh tron miu vat, khong khdi ngac nhién: “May ton bao lau d€
lam cai nay?”

Clark nhin vai: “B6n mwei gio? Hay ndm mwoi cling nén?”

“Khong dwgrc d€ c6 bat cir sai s6t nao”, Alf ndi. “Xem nay.”

N6 v&i tay dén bi€n ap dién cii va bat cong tic. Nhw cé ma thuit, mot
canh sat ¢ nhd budc xudng dwong Market roi ré 1én Lafayette, di tuan tra
ca khu viec mot vong theo hinh s& tdm. V&i quai ham vudng virc, mai téc
hui cua, ga dung that 1a Tackleberry roi.

“May lam th& nao ma hay vay?” T6i hoi.

“Nhirng dwong dua xe &y”, Clark néi. “Ching dwgc dan keo vao dwdi
1op g6 dén.”

“Bon tao theo d&i dwong di clia hin ta 1au roi”, Alf giai thich. “Hén ta di
theo ding hinh s6 tdm ¢ nira ti€ng mot Tan. Ngay ldc bang qua nha hang
Twdng quan Tso, nén ching ta phai canh thoi gian ti€p can hop 1y.”

Tén canh sat phét ra am thanh U U khi vong qua khic cua, quay vong
theo dworng dua. Toi ngdi xudng, cii ngwoi dwdi ban d€ muc kich thiét k&’

nay. Mot t6 hop ddy dan bén vao nhau bén dwdi 16p gb ddn, cung cip dién



cho ngudn dnh sdng cda toa nha. Pay la md hinh an twong nhdt ma toi
tng tha'y.

Clark day dau may xe Itra theo HO scale* ra khoi nha ga: “Chuyén xe
Itra cudi cing tr New York s& dén vao lic nira dém nén chiing ta bit dau
lic mwoi hai redi. Lic d6, ca con phd nay 1a chia ching ta.”

HO scale (1/87) 1a mot trong nhitng loai ty 1& ctia mo hinh dwong sit.

“Con Arnold Schwarzenegger thi sao?” To6i hoi. “Diéu gi s€ xady ra khi
chiing ta danh thirc cdi S& thd chét tiét ay?”

“Khong van dé”, Clark néi. “Céch gidi quyét day.” N6 d€ ba nhan vat
hanh dong bang nhwa vao khu diu xe ding sau nha hang Twéng quan Tso.
“Tao lam He-Man, may la Papa Smurf, con Alf la Alf.”

“Tao lam He-Man dwoc khong?” Alf hoi.

Clark cha quan tim dé&n ciu hdi: “Chiing ta hen nhau & ding sau nha
hang Twong Tso ldc mwoi hai redi. Chiing ta tr6n sau thiing rac di dong
cho d&n khi Tack bét dau di vong quanh. Ngay liic dé, ching ta c6 ding ba
muoi phit d€ vao va ra khoi cira hang.” N6 nhan vao d6ng h'¢ bim gio
nhd phia bén ban, nhitng con s& hién thi bing dén LED dd bét dau d&m lui
tw 00:30:00. “Nhi€u thoi gian hon ching ta can dd'y”’, né néi thém. “Chuiing
ta cé the’ hoan thanh cd qué trinh trong nam phut.”

“Con con ché thi sao?” T6i nhic lai.

Alf mim cuwoi: “May s€ khodi chuyén nay.”

“Piing, chd y nay”, Clark néi. “He-Man va Papa Smurf bit d4u leo theo
cau thang thoat hieém trong khi Alf chay xudéng 161 di.” N6 cho nhan vat
hanh dong chay hoc tdc xuyén qua 167 di dé€n trwdc nha hang Twdng quan
Tso. “O' day c6 mdt 167 di tach biét cho can nha hai tang. C6 ca chudng ctra
riéng nra.” Bon né con lam mdt md hinh chudng ctra, Clark day chudng

bang cdi cang ctia nd. Anh sang ctia mot cdy thong Gidng sinh soi to ctra sO



fang hai cia nha hang Twdng quan Tso, mot con chip am thanh bé xiu (187y
ra tir mot con thi nh'di bong) bit du sda iAng zaing.

“Bon tao thir dém qua ro6i”, Alf giai thich. “Lao Tso ma't ba phiit d¢€ leo
xudng TAu, con ché sé di theo, lic 1dc cdi dau cta nd. Trong khi 130 ta mat
tap trung, ching ta s€ leo cau thang 1€n néc.”

“Tro pha chudng ctra a?” Toi hdi. “Ké& hoach cua tyi may 1a thé?”

Clark nhudn vai: “D6i khi cach t6t nhat lai 1a cach hién nhién nhat.”

“Con cdi 101 di thi sao?” Toi hdi. “Chiing ta van phai bing qua 167 ay.”

Clark bét que keo miit gitra hai néc nha d€ gii thing bang: “Bon tao da
d€ mot thanh gb trén ndc nha hang roi. Ching ta s& ding né lam mot ciy
cau. Pi qua ctra hang xe dap roi ching ta vé nha an toan.”

To6i quan sat tdt ca nhitng th &y v&i ndi s¢ 1on dan. Hai tuin qua,
Clark va Alf da 1én k& hoach v&i ta't ca nang lwong va chid't xam ma t6i da
do vao Phdo dai cdm. Bon n6 da tinh todn moi thi¢, nhung van con thi€u
mot manh ghép quan trong.

“Ma bdo dong”, Alf n6i. “Khi nao bon tao cd n6?”

“Kho6 da’y”, toi néi.

“Khé?” Alf hai lai.

“Kho céi gi?” Clark ti€p tuc. “Kho thé nao?”

“Tao dang c&. Tao dén d6 mdi ngay nhw bon minh da ban. Nhung ci
bay gior t6i bd con bé d6 lai da dit tao ra khoi ctra. Tao chwa ting tha'y Ong
ta lam gi v&i cdi bao dong ca.”

Alf thét 1€n: “May phdi cay hong con bé d6 d€'12’y cai mat ma cho dworc,
nh& khong? May dén pha ba chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Pha hai? Hay ba't c&r pha nao?”



“Co 2y khong nhw the”.”

“Tyler n6i con bé d6 hirng tinh hon ca khi nira kia. Han n6i hin phai dap
nhd d6 mét gdy cho chwa &y.”

“Tyler 12 tén nhdm nhi. T4t ca nhitng chuyén hin néi déu 1 phia ra ca.
Tui may tin sdi cd 13 hin da ting ngll v&i Senora Fernandez 47"

Alf trong fu xiu, giong nhw tdi vua tiét 10 chging c6 Ong gia Noel nao
hé&t. “TAt nhién 12 tao tin. Hin ndi cd ta rén 1én bang ti€hg TAy Ban Nha.”

“Hin néi 140 day. Hin néi gat tdt cd moi chuyén. Mary Zelinsky cim
ghét Tyler. Bén thién thu co &'y cling sé chaalng day dwa v&i loai nhw hin.”

“Sao may bi€t?” Clark hdi t6i.

“Co ay noi th€. Tyler mudn trom do trong tiém cua ho. L& ra ho da bao
canh sdt bit hin day.”

Alf khong mudén nghe nwa. N6 dang xem xét md hinh khu phd
Wetbridge, stra lai vi tri cia tiém thuéc Crenshaw. Mat n6 trfmg béch, dau
ctt 1ic lr mii. “Khong cé cdi md bdo dong thi chiing ta tiéu roi. C6 bdn
muoi sdu tén sin sang dap tao. May phai d€ tao lam di.”

“Lam gi?”

“Lay cai ma bao dong”, Alf néi. “May khong thye hi€én dwoc thda thuin
thi d€'tao.”

Y twdng ctia né that ky cuc, tdi cwdi 16n: “May khong phai gu cia cd
ay.”

T6i biét tdi vira lam né gidn, theo cach nao d6 thi tdi cham dén long tw
4i ctia né. “A, ¥y may 1a may m&i 1 gu cia con bé d6? Con bé d6 thich may
thing gay tro’ xwong v&i cdi can nhd xiu?”

“Tao khong ndi tao 1a gu cia c6 &y nhé. Tao chi néi may khong phai
thoi.”



Trong géc tang ham, chiéc mdy giit chuyén sang ché& do vit, quan 4o
xoay ddo vong vong, tao ra nhirng ti€ng “thum thum thum...”

“C6 1€ tao khong phai gu ctiia con bé d6”, Alf néi, “nhung tao dau cé
mudn cwdi dra con gdi nhw néd. Tao chi muén qua dwong thdi. Bam bam,
cdm on quy c6! A, nhan tién, ma hé thong bdo dong 1a gi the?”

Trong dau tdi thoang hién ra hinh dnh Alf v©6 18y Mary 6m ¢6 8y day cd
xudng nén phong treng bay hang.

“May khong dwoc lam the™, toi néi.

“Thé& lam con bé d6 hirng thd thi sao nhi?”

“Tao khong bi€t.”

“Thay khong, van dé nim & d6. May & d6 hai tuan va may cha biét gi
cal”

Clark néi vai cau nhiang xi d€ ha nhiét bau khong khi, nhwng t6i va Alf
chd quan tAm. Ti€ng mdy gidt mdi lic mot 1on hon, “bim bim bium
bum...” nhung cd bon cheamg ai budc dén tit no.

Alf di d&n ké gb noi me né trir @0 in thwra khi chan thire dn trong b&p da
chat. Trong d6 chdt nhi€éu d6 an vat dén kinh ngac.

“Con bé d6 thich cdi nao hon?” Alf héi. “Banh Twinkle hay Oreo?”

T6i khong tra 1ovi. T6i bi€t n6 dang c6 Iwra tdi d€ chirng minh diéu gi do.

“Bé di”, Alf néi, né 187y chai sir6 hwong sdcola Hershey. “Céi nay ngon
nay. Tao s& d0 cdi nay Ién vai chd riéng tw, may hi€u tao dang néi gi
khong?”

Clark lai n6i m6t cau ngd ngan, nhung giong né khua't 1ap gitra ti€ng on
xung quanh. Tdi chdp mét vai I4an, cd ging gat bd hinh anh kia khdi dau.

“Piéu thd vi 1a, cdp nui doi cia con bé dé cling kha”, Alf ti€p tuc. “Phan

d6 thi tao thich day. C&i 40 nguc né roi ngdm nhirng trdi dua ving ra. May



nghi ti n6 thé" nao?”

To6i day nd, that manh. T6i khong muén 1am né dau. Chi ¢an né im di 1a
dwoe. Nhung Iye day khién Alf nga ddi vé phia sau, dé 1én mo hinh phd
Wetbridge, lam d6 sup mo hinh nha ga Lego. Nhirng chiéc xe hoi d0 tir tan
trén thém. Nén gd ddn 14t cdi gid cwa, cd md hinh Wetbridge sup d6. Diéu
nay tham chi cling khong lam Alf ngdm mom lai.

“Cai quai gi th€’, Billy? May sao thé?” N6 xoay cdi mo hinh lai, d@m vo
tiém thud’c Crenshaw, gidm 1én ctra hang xe dap, nhw con Godzilla khdng
16 gidm nét Tokyo. “Pay 1a y cia may! May xung phong lam diéu nay!”

T6i sén sang tw the’ d'm né I4n nira. Ngay khi né ding day toi lai dinh
day n6 ngd nhao xuéng. “Tranh xa c6 &y ra”, t6i ndi. “N&u may lai gan
Mary, tao sé néi v&i Zelinsky k& hoach cia may, 6ng ta s€ goi canh sat do!”

Ba clia AlIf hot hai chay tr cAu thang hAm xudng, viy diéu thudc va
nhac cdu em ctia Alf trén hong: “Chuyén gi viy may dra?”

To6i chay ngang qua mat ba &y chay ra khoanh san roi tréo qua hang rao
mit cdo din vao nghia trang Cong gido. Troi t6i den, nhung t6i dd ndm
long tirng ngd ngach novi nay tat ca ngdi md véi nhieng cdi tén ky quéc, ca
nhitng cdi hang thd tr d&i tdm hodnh va nhitng con lach ngoin ngoeo chay
qua nhtrng mo chi.

Toi chay d&n chd ciy s0i gia bén phia xa nghia trang, céi cAy nhw 1a khu
tong hanh dinh cta bon t6i cho d&€n khi bon tdi qua ngau d€ khong con treo
ciy nita. D6 ludn 12 di€m hen bi mat clia bon t6i sau mdi Ian gdp chuyén tay
dinh, noi bon t6i ¢6 th€ ban tdn moi thir ma khéng s¢’ bi bd” me nghe 1én.

C6 nhirng da'u chan m&i, vo keo Bazooka virong vidi quanh than cay, ro
rang bon nhéc nao d6 da chi€m 14y nd roi. Ma’y thanh gd ma bon toi da
dong vao thin ciy van con d6, tdi leo 1én chd canh cidy cao nhi't, mot cai

canh cong tan rdng du d€ t6i nga lwng nhw cai vong. Tw dd cao nay toi ¢



the’ thd’y sdu lan xe lwu thong Am Am bang qua Garden State Parkway gén
d6. Toi voi Alf va Clark ting trai qua cd mua he trén ngon ciy nay choi tro
James Bond hay Indiana Jones hay bat ctr phim nao chi€u trén ti vi dém
treedre.

DA’y khong phai 16i ctia toi. T6i da ty nhi nhw the. Tredc ddy kha lau,
t6i d3 mudn xem nhtrng td'm hinh ctia Vanna White - that ra ba't ky ga nao
& My ciing muén nghia hinh cia Vanna White - nhung t6i chwa bao gio
dong thudn v&i nhirng thi nay: nhitng bic anh sao in mau bing mdy
Xerox, nhirng cd dit hang tra trwedre, khoan 1o 13i. Khong phai 16i cua toi
ma Alf 1am mit dong tién ngu ngdc dé, hay bdn mwoi sdu gi kia sip
phanh thay né. T61 khong mudn n6i doi Mary. Nha't la sau khi ¢6 &y da
gidp toi nhw th€. Sau cdi hdm néi chuyén trén néc nha dwdi béng hoang
hon va sau [an ¢6 @y cham vao tay t6i trong ldc cip dién, to1 bi€t c6 di€u gi
d6 khang khiac dang xay ra. T6i chwa bi€t goi chuyén do la gi, nhung t6i s€
khong d€ Alf hay Clark pha hong né.
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Chiéu mudn hom &Yy, khi tr¢ vé nha, tdi nghe ti€ng nhirng giong néi
quen thudc vong lai tir nha bép.

“Nguyén vong dau tién ctia chdu 1a MIT, chic chén rdi, nhung né con
phu thudc vao hoc bong. Vi chdu la con gai, n€u chau gitr dworc mire dieém
40, chic chin chdu sé gianh mot sud't.”

“Chau dwoc 4,0 a? Toan di€m A uv?”

“Rutgers hay Hoc vién Stevens la nguyén vong thir hai, vi chau sé€ di hoc
24n nha. Chau van c6 th€ gip bd chdu vao cudi tuan.”

Mg t6i va Mary dang ngdi & goc dn sang, uéng tra néi chuyén nhw
nhirng ngwoi ban gia. Me gitr gin gdc nay tinh twom, nhwng nd ¢én ca dong
tién d€ tu stra. Lop vai son 16t trén san nha bép da cong 1én tai cac dwong
ndi, ma’y géc co rim. Voi nwde trong bon riva méit da hdng nén me con toi

diing cdi voi twdi & vedn bat vao qua ctra s6. MYy thit nay chang khién toi



may ban tdm, sdng chung v&i ching lau rdi, téi con chaamg chu y dén.
Nhung khi Mary dwong dot t&i, toi nhin chiing bang cip méit méi.

“Sao cdu lai & day?” T6i hai.

“Vi tro choi da’y”’, Mary ndi. “Chiing ta khong ¢6 nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

C6 &y dwong nhw khong to vé bdi rdi vi cdi nha bép. Co &y ng6i udng
tra trong cdi tdich mé bén cdi ban nhya Formica chdong chénh nhw ching

hoan toan lanh 1dn vay.

“Mary tim tha’y dia chi cua ching ta trén cudén danh ba di€n thoai”, me
toi gidi thich, nhw th€’ &y 1a ngdn nghé cia chinh Sherlock Holmes vay. Toi
c6 the ndi la ba dang lang lang trén may: diy la Tan dau tién ba chao dén
mdt hoc sinh toan di€m A vao nha. “Con bé néi trd choi ctia con hay 18m,
con ¢6 th€ dung né d€ xin vao treong dai hoc dd’y. Gidng nhw 1a mot bai
luan déc biét.” Ba 1au roi moi thd’y ba hing thd nhw thé’, k€ tw khi Thai tw
Charles k&t hon cung Céng nwong Diana, va tdi ghét phéi phd vo 4o vong
cta ba.

“Tro choi d6 khong choi dwoe”, t6i néi. “NO cheamg di dén dau ca.” Ban
sao cuén Hoc ngon ngir mdy trong 30 ngay cua Mary dang 14t m& trén ban,
t0i mudn virt né ra khoi nha bép ludn ay. “Tui con da 1am moi thir ma cuén
sdch nham nay noi. Tui con theo chi din sdt sao d&n tirng chir. Nhung nd
khong cho dwgre.”

“Ping d6”, Mary néi. Cd 8y dang ch'dm qua cdi ban, mét rang ngoi hin
1€n, khai mé& mdt bi mat ma c6 8y khong mudn gitr kin ntra. “Minh cir suy
nghi vé diéu twong ty: Chung ta da lam theo moi diéu cudn sich day.
Ching ta theo sat teng chir mot. R6i dén lic minh chot nhan ra, Will, gia
str cudn sach do sai thi sao?”

Lic d4u, t6i khong hi€u y c6 4y. Tdi dwoc khuyén nghi tin ring moi

di€u trong sach han la xac dang. Sach do tac gia vi€t va dwoc bién tap vién



chinh stra lai. Chiing dwoc tao ra b&i nhirng ngwoi chuyén nghiép c6 gido
duc va tri tué, ho ki€m tra ki lwong trede khi dem di in. Hién tai 1a nam
1987 va tdi mwdri bdn tudi, chic khong cé chuyén sich sai duorc.

Mary 14t céc trang d&n chd so' @6 clia bd nhé mdy 64. “Ching ta toan
nhing ML vao 49157, c6 &y noi, “nhung con s& do hin dd bi in sai. Cau
nhin so’ @6 di, c6 mdt con s6 bi mat, la con s6& 2 da bi ma't. Chung ta can
49152

biéu nay that hién nhién, t6i khong tin dwoc la tdi khong nhan ra diéu
nay so'm hon. Tat cd nhitng chwong trinh nhip vao trén ma’y to tap chi yéu
thich cta t6i déu dugrc nap thanh 49152. B6 1a dai I1'n nha't cda dung lwgng
lrru trir ML mién phi trong RAM ctia mdy 64. T4t nhién d6 1a 49152!

“Cau hoan toan dang”, tdi noi.

“Minh bi€t ma”, Mary tra 1o.

“Pay han la 1y do.”

“Pung theé!”

“Poi da”, me toi noi. “49152 1a cai gi vay?”

Khong ¢6 thei gian d€ gidi thich. Téi mudn thir ngay 14p tirc, nhwng ban
chép tro choi cua toi da & phong treng bay hang roi.

“Phai chi minh c6 cai dia”, tdi noi.

Nhw thdn dén, Mary 18y tw trong vi ctia ¢O &y ra mot chi€c dia mém véi
logo Planet Will trén d6. “Céi mdy 64 cia ciau dau?”

Tdi chay vé phong, bat mdy tinh. Chic ca thip ky roi téi khong don
givong. Trén san 1a bai chi€n trwong, nao 1a quéan sip dor, dia ban va nhirng
t& tap chi yéu thich 14t tung, nhung chéng ¢4 thoi gian d& thu don hay cam
tha’y € mat. Toi md 167 di twe ctva cho dé€n ban mdy tinh, Mary I'dn theo ngay

sau lwng t6i voi vé mit khong khdi kinh h'on. Twong va tfdn dan day



nhitng 4p phich clia ngwdi miu 4o tim - Elle Macpherson va Paulina
Porizkova, Kathy Ireland va Carol Alt. Ho dang 1in 18 bo treon khép twong
trong nhirng trang thai thi€u vai, mdt quang canh ky ao xung quanh chi€c
giwong cla toi.

Me cung no1 got di theo. “Nha c¢6 khong c6 nhiéu khach ghé choi”, ba
giai thich v&i Mary. “Héau nhw moi ngay cd chi khép ctra phong va phot 1o
né di.”

To6i day tro choi vao trong bd nhd roéi chinh sira ma, thay 4915 thanh
49152. Khi t6i nhan nit CHAY, man hinh chuyén den va chzamg cé gi xay
ra. Toi ty trAn an vi thong béo 10i khong the tranh khoi.

Nhung r'oi mot ngon nii trdi ddy tir dwdi man hinh, tr'oi 1én mit da't theo
dé6 la mat da't rung chuyén va nham thach phun trao. Bay tén khong 1'6 dang
gam gu trén dinh nui - bay tén khac nhau, ta't ca di chuyén riéng biét theo y
ching. Nang cong chia bi giam trong I'0ng ciii, treo lo’ Ittng b&i nhirtng soi
xich vit qua dinh ndi.

“Me ki€p...” Toi thi tham.

Me danh nhe vao vai toi.

“Di chuyén ngwoi hung di”, Mary néi. “D€ xem bon khong 16 ¢6 duoi
theo chang ta khong.”

Nguwoi hiing dwoe ddt phia dwdi man hinh, sdn sang xdng vao phdo dai.
T6i v&i 18y ¢in diéu khién, chang ta lwot dén truede, di 1én swon nii, bong
nhién tranh né dam khong I'6 tda ra tir moi phia. N6 nhanh gip tram, ma c6
1€ g&p ngan Tan tred'c diy. T6i bAm nit “chién” va chang ta vung ki€m, vo
hiéu héa mot tén khdng 16 bang mot nhat chém man nhan. Trd choi ¢ giao
di€n va cach chot gan dung nhu cach ma to61 hinh dung lic ban dau.

“Sao roi con?” Me t61 hoi.



T6i quay lai, dm 18y me, ba thd gd'p day phan khich. Pa ma’y thang r'éi
t6i chura 6m me. Nhung t6i phai 1am gi d6. Tai lo 12 n&u toi cit dan mét vio

man hinh, chac tdi s mit wdt mat.
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Hai ngay sau d6, Mary va t6i lam viéc khong ngwng nghi. Sau khi chinh
stta vong 1ip chinh cta trd choi, chiing tdi bt dau chén nhitng chi tiét &6
hoa nhd gidp cho trai nghi€ém cudc choi thd vi. Ching t6i thi€t k& canh
twong khai hoan cho nguwoi choi gidi cru dwore cong chda trede khi hét
thoi gian; ngwoi hing va cong chia s€ nhay 1én vui mwng, nhdy mua theo
diép khic Everybody Have Fun Tonight ciia ban nhac Wang Chung. Tham
chi con thém mot phu ban d€ ngwoi choi gia tang s6” di€m.

M2y thao tic nay cuc ky khé nhuwng bon t61 lam nhu choi vdy. Vach
dich ndm trong tAm mét r'o6i, gio’ chiing ti da tién ra't gan, khong diéu gi c6
the€ 1am nhut chi ching t6i ntra. Bon t6i cwoi ndi va khong con quan tdm khi
c6 khach hang lam gian doan cOng viéc, hdi bon tdi kep buwdém & dau. Toi
con ban dwoc chi€c mdy danh chr dau ti€n nwra, cho mot hoc sinh Rutgers

dang g rit hoan thanh bai tip 1on cudi ky.



Nhirng budi sang, toi dap xe dé€n treong mot minh. Vao gior an trwa, toi
lam viéc & thw vién treong, vi toi biét Alf va Clark chgng mudn day dwa
voi t6i. Toi chwra néi chuyén voi bon nd k€ tir vu au da & tAng hAm nha Alf.
Bon t6i lvdt qua nhau trong sanh bén ngoai phong nhac, tui né con chglng
thém nhin td6i. Dwong nhw t6i tang hinh réi ay! T6i cling chzatng ban tam
dén viéc Ay 14m.

Pém trird'c han chét cia cudce thi, Zelinsky mé ctra tiém dén mwoi gior
d& Mary va t6i ¢6 the lam viéc tr8. Ong &y cit loay hoay chit hang 1én ké
va danh bong nhirng cdi bat Itra co, nhwng sau mdt h'6i ong &y cling chaamg
con viéc gi d€lam. Cudi cung, 6ng dem to' Wall Street Journal vao phia sau
ctra tiém, ng0i bén modt trong sd nhirng cdi ban trong phong trung bay
hang, hiit 6ng di€u trong khi doc bdo. Cudn bing cat-sét van quay vong
quay vO tan ctia né - Hall & Oates r6i Howard Jones va Joe Cocker - doi
khi t6i nghe ca ti€ng Zelinsky nham theo loi bai hat ma khong roi tor bao.
Co6 1€ diéu d6 xay ra trong vo thirc, ngay khi nhén ra, 6ng ay 1ién im lang.
Nhung chi vai phit sau, 6ng 4%y lai bit dau nghéu ngao.

Khoang chin gicr, Mary di vé& sinh (c6 4y hay di 14m, chic 14 nguwoi c6
bd bai ti€t kém nhdt ma toi tng bi€t), Zelinsky ndi vong ra tir sau to’ bao:
“Sép t&i Mary ¢6 mot chuy&n di. Mot trong nhitng khéa hoc he. Con bé s&
& DC gan hét thang 7.”

“Vang”, téi n6i. “Co 2y s€ veé vao dau thing 8.”

Toi da biét diéu nay vi Rutgers di cdng bd ngudi thing cudc thi vio
ngay 5 thang 8, Mary mu6n ca hai d&€n nhén giai.

T& bdo sdt soat khi Zelinsky 14t trang. Ong &Yy vira doc vira néi chuyén
véi toi: “C6 the ta s& can gidp do trong khi con bé di ving. Nhat 1a v&i
may tinh. Phong treong hgp cé ai d6 hdi han gi d6. Cong thém viéc chat

hang 1én k& va don dep nita. Ta nghi dén viéc trda bon do mdi gio.”



T6i nhan ra 6ng &y dang dé nghi t6i mot cong viéc. May dira ban hoc
clia tdi tim dwoc viéc & Burger King hay Roy Rogers da may mén 1im roi,
vdy ma Zelinsky con ¢6 nha y trd cong cho tdi d€ lam viéc véi mdy tinh.
Mot cong viéc thue s ¢6 mdy diéu hoa va mirc lwong trén ngwong trung
binh ntra.

“Chau khong the”, t6i noi.

“Tait sao khong?”

La vi dot thye tdp & Cong ty Cosmex ngu ngdc 4. Chaamg the thoat khoi
n6, n€u tdéi mudn 1én 1&p mwoi. Nhwng tdi khdng the€ phan bua chuyén nay
v&i Zelinsky. Ong &y va Mary khong biét toi 1a dira “ddi s6” trong 16p, toi
r&t mdn P4 va sudi, chic chin 1a t6i khong mudn vach 4o cho ho xem
lwng.

“Chi 1a khong th€ thoi a.”

Zelinsky khong gap bdo lai nén t6i khong nhin dwore vé mat cua 6ng Y.
Nhung t6i bi€t toi vira lam 6ng &y phat y: “Tuy nhéc.”

“Chéu woc 1a chau ¢6 th€ di 1lam”, t6i thém vao. “Nhwng chéau c6 viéc
khac.”

Ong Ay hing giong, 14t sang trang khdc: “Lam cho xong di, Will. Ta

mudn vé nha som.”
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B6n gior chiéu th Sdu, Mary tuyén bd tro choi dd hoan ta't, nhwng toi
c doi chinh d6i twa @é trén man hinh. Tdi chinh mi d€ tro choi bit dau véi
thong bdo sau:

PHAO PAI CAM
Tro choi do Will Marvin va Mary Zelinsky dong thire hién
Ban quy'én © nam 1987 Radical Planet

“Nay, thoi ma”, Mary néi. “Minh chaalng can cong nhan gi dau.”

“Cau xirng dang voi diéu d6”, toi ndi. “Néu khdng cd ciu, minh s€
chealng bi€t dé€n ngdn ngr may.”

“Con Radical Planet 1a gi?”

“Cong ty m&i cua tui minh”, toi gidi thich. “Minh k&t hop hai cédi tén
Radical Music va Planet Will lai.”

“Radical Planet”, c6 &y nhéc lai, ki€m tra céi tén. “Cung khong t€.”



Ctra tiém c6 ra't nhiéu loai phong bi cirng, hat xdp déng hdp va cac vat
dung chuyén hang. Zelinsky khuyé&n khich bon t6i ¢ dung bat c thir gi
can thi€t c6 & trong nha. “Sau bao nhiéu cdng sirc”, 6ng &y noi, “ta khong
mudn cdi dia tro choi ctia bon con b xwde do may dong géi & buu dién.”

bén khi Mary hoan thanh, géi hang trong nhw cé the chiu dwng cd no
ctia bom hat nhén, bon téi dan dd tem d€ dwa né di vong quanh th& gioi.
Bon t6i roi tiém, di qua ba khu nha doc dwong Market, d&€n buru dién va chi
con vai phit ntra 1a déng ctra. HOp thw ngoai tién sanh dat tim bién ghi Lady
thw lan cudi lic 5:00.

Tbi tim d&n chd tay ¢cAm: “Chic chi cAu may thdi.”

“Pei da”, Mary néi. “Ding yén.”

“Sao theé?”

“Long mi ctia cdu.” Co6 2y dwa tay nhe nhang quét xwong god ma cua toi,
gir 18y soi 1ong mi trén ngdn trd. R'6i c6 &y chia nd ra d€ tdi cd the thyc
hién diéu woe. “Piing lic daYy.”

Né&u nhu tdi wéc minh thing cudc thi thi chic t6i da k& cau chuyén khac
r'oi. C6 1€ toi nén vEé nha va moi thir sé két thic theo cach khdc. Gio thi tro
choi da hoan thanh, t6i khong con 1y do d€ lang vang quanh tiém ntra,
nhung toi wéc rang toi da 1am the’. Té6i mudn lam gi d6, t6i mudn dn ming,
t0i mudn di ra ngoai. T6i thoi sgi 16ng mi va d€ ctra hdp thw dong sap lai.

“Ching minh s& thing”, Mary khealng dinh. “S¢i 16ng mi d6 no6i vay.”

Bon tdi dung dinh tr& vé. Giao thong trén dwong Market gior tan fdm
nhich ting chdt mét, hai bén via he ddy ngwoi di lam vEé. Nhiét d6 lic nay
da 1én hon hai muwoi sdu do, nhitng doanh nhan vt 4o trén canh tay. Nira
doan dwong vé, bon t6i di ngang qua Regal, m6t rap chi€u béng nhd &
Wetbridge. O mdi ctra vao ¢ treng thong bao tén bd phim dang trinh chi€u,

nhwng hi€m khi Regal da ky ty d€ dwa day dd tén bd phim nén gidi chu rut



gon thanh nhitrng ky tw viét tit hay nhitng ki€u nglt 4m ky la. My nim nay
ho da chi€u nhirtng phim CROKODYL DUNDY, LITTL SHP OV HORRS va
FERRS BLLR DAY OUGH. D6i lic, thir thach gidi ma tén phim con thi vi
hon 13 xem bd phim thwc sy. Hom nay chd mai ctra ¢6 dong: SME KND OV
WNDRFL.

“Some Kind of Wonderful”, Mary néi.

To6i chwa nghe bao gio: “Cau mudn xem khong?”’

“Minh xem ba Ian r6i”, cd &y giai thich.

) ”

“Nhung minh thyc sy mudn di nira. Phim nay hay 14m.”

To1 chay U vé nha an t61 v0i vang, nhung vi bd1 r61 qua nén chgng dam
in nhiéu. Me nhin dia &n cla t6i khong khoi thic mic. Miéng thit chua
dung vao thi khdng gidng tdi moi ngay ti nao. “Con On ch?”

D

“Con on.”

“Td1 nay con dinh lam gi?”

“P1 xem phim.”

“Voi Alf va Clark?”

“V&i Mary”, toi dap.

Me chealng noi gi, chi gat dau, hét nhw t6i di xem phim v&i bon con gai
theong xuyén ay. To6i di tim, trong cdi quan tdy Bulge Boy odch nhat v&i
chiétc 40 so' mi c6 ¢d cai nit Ocean Pacific. Vira ra khdi phong tim, toi tha'y
to’ hai mwoi d6 md&i cdu trén td d6. Khong mét tor ghi chd, khdong mét 1o
gidi thich. T6i di ra phong khach d€ cim on me, nhung ba da di lam roi.

To1 quay lai Regal - t61 khong mu6n dap xe dén, toi lo chi€c xe s€ khi€n

t6i trong nhu thing nhéc Ay - va tdi tha'y Mary dang ding dwdi mdi cira.



Co6 4y van méc do thun va chi€c vay lic ndy. Bong dwng tdi thd’'y minh that
ngd ngan khi chwng dién.

“Nhin c4u banh ddy”, cd &y ndi.

“Minh lam dinh pizza trén chi€c 4o kia”, t6i giai thich. “DPay la bo sach
duy nh&t minh c6.”

“Chung ta di mua vé thoi”, c6 &y ndi.

Rap Regal 13 tda nha x4y bang gach nhd cé tir thdi con phuc vu cic
chwong trinh tap ky, gio’ né chi 1a rap chi€u béng hang hai dang thoi thép
canh tranh v&i cdc dau mdy video, truyén hinh cdp va cdc khu mua sim
phttc hop. Ngudi ta ¢on ring cht nhan di hon trim tudi. Ba Ay ty tay bdn
vé, phuc vu bdong ngd lanh va nwdc ngot, mé mady chiéu va dic biét 1a tw
chdi bat cit ai dén tré. Ngang nhién chong doi luat phong chdy cua
Wetbridge, ba &y con khéa cdc cira ra vao ngay lic phim bit dau d€ bon
nhéc khoi 1én vao xem ma khong tra tién vé. Moi nguoi nhu t61i déu biét ba
Ay dwoe goi 12 Mu Gia Bién vi ddng di gii lung va miéng lwdi sdc nhu dao
cao, nhung Mary niém né chao hdi ba ay tai cira sO quay vé nhu hai ngwoi
ban cli gdp nhau. “Xin chao, ba Beckenbauer”, c6 %y n6i. “Chuyén di kham
mét ctia ba thé nao?”

Mu Gia Bi€n ng6 ra ngoai tdm kinh & ban, mim cwoi. T6i chwa bao gior
thd'y ba &y cudi vdi ai ca. Cho dén lic d6, toi con ching tin ba &y c6 ring.
“Pay 1a Man thit ba ciu Ay cho ba thudc gidn méit”, ba &y néi, chdp méit lién
tuc. “Chéu nhin con nguoi cia ba nay! Ching nhw dong xu vay!”

Mary quay sang toi: “Day 1a ban cda chdu, Will.”

Mu Gia Bién soi mét nhin t6i v&i hai con ngwoi mé 16n. Toi da dén day
ca ta Ian r'oi, nhwng ba &'y khong nhan ra t6i. “Ra‘t vui dwoe gép chéau, Will.

Céc chdu s& thich bd phim nay, né hay 1&m.” Bon t6i mudn trd tién nhung



ba Ay tir chdi; hon nira, bon tdi con dwgce ting mot géi keo déo. “Bip rang
s€ c6 trong vai phit nira, n€u bon chau thich.”

Con ri't nhiéu ngwdi van dang chd mua vé nén Mary va toi di vao trong
rap. “Ba &y dén tiém nha minh mdi ngay day”, Mary gii thich. “Mot goi
thud’c 1a Virginia Slim va mot to Wall Street Journal. Ba 2y va me minh
thwong néi chuyén ca gio d6ng h'6.”

“Cau biét hét thay moi ngwoi dang lam viéc trong thi trdn nay a?”

“Cuing kha nhi€u day.”

Rap Regal mang nét dep thudc hang c6 dien. C6 mdt tim man nhung do,
chd dan nhac va tirng chd ngdi theo 16 cho khdn gid dic biét, nhitng birc
twong dwoe trang tri bang chan dung cta nhitng ngdi sao man bac: Clark
Gable, Greta Garbo, Fred Astaire. N6 khong phai Hoi treong Carnegie,
nhuwng néu ban 1a ¢6 cAu m&i muroi bon tudi dau 1on 1én & Wetbridge vao
ndm 1987 thi ban s€ nghi trdi nghi€ém nay that quy phéi.

Rap chi ¢6 phan nira lwrgng khach xem, bon t6i khong khé tim dwoc chd
ngdi & gitra. Khi ching tdi an toa, mot cd gdi bén kia 167 di dwa méit nhin
vé phia Mary va budng 1o chao. C6 &y ngdi voi mot ngwoi dan 6ng va
mot phu nir, ¢6 1€ 1a b6 me ¢6 &y. Ho mai ndéi chuyén véi nhau va chaamg
nhin qua.

“Xin chao”, Mary noi.

Bong dung cd gii quay mit di, nhin chdm chdm vio bitc man thay vi
ti€p tuc cudc ndi chuyen.

“Ban cau a?” Toi hoi.

“Tung la ban”, Mary néi va nhin vai. “Co &y 1a Sharon Boyd. Bon minh
choi than véi nhau tir nhd, nhwng sau d6 ¢6 1€ ¢d &y mudn da minh di.”

“Chuyén gi da xay ra?”



“Trwong hoc, minh nghi thé”.” C6 Ay lai nhin vai. “N6i that 1a, hién gio
minh chg'lng c6 nhiéu ban.”

Nghe ¢6 vé khé tin. Moi nguoi & cta ti€ém déu yéu mén Mary. C6 1€
ntra td khach quen ghé vao mua bao hay thudc 14 déu hédi tham Mary -
giong nhr me c6 &y mdi mat hai ngay tredc chr khdong phai hai nam
tredre: “Cau ¢é nhiéu ban ma. Ching ta vira c6 hai vé xem phim mién phi
nay dung khong?”

“O trwdng thi khdc 14m”, c6 &y ndi. “Trwdng St. Agatha gidng nhw
phim The Breakfast Club dy. Moi nguoi déu choi theo nhém. Nhirng ¢6 gai
dam mé th€ thao, nhirng cd diu dang, nhirng c6 nang ti€c tung. Nhung
chglng c6 mdt noi cho minh. Th& nén mac nhi€n minh tr& thanh Ally
Sheedy*.”

Ally Sheedy: nir dién vién kiém t4c giad ngwoi My, dién vién chinh trong
phim The Breakfast Club (H0i di€ém tam) nam 1985.

“Cang thealng qua a?”

“Minh nghiém tic d4y. Ho trdnh minh. Gidng nhu minh mic bénh
truyén nhiém vay.”

To6i bi€t ro cd &y cam thdy thé nao. “D€ minh néi cdu nghe”, t6i noi.
“Radical Planet s€ thay doi moi thir. Phdo dai cdam chi la budc khéi dau.
Chung minh s€ lam vi€c cung nhau. Ciu va minh. Ching minh s€ gy dung
né thanh mot cdng ty hoanh trang va chiing minh s€ chi thué nhirng nguwoi
tai ba thoi nhé! Ching minh s& nd lyc vt qua mat céi tda nha choc troi by
t0 b6" & New York. Ching minh s€ cam 1ai vi vu trong chi€c limousine va
moi ngwoi & Wetbridge s€ phai phat hon.”

Mary cuoi. “Nhin xem gior ¢6 ngwoi dang mo day”, ¢6 &y néi. “Cau néi

nghiém tic da’y ha?”



“Ching ta 1a m6t dd6i manh ma”, t6i néi. “N&u chiing ta ctr ti€p tuc lam
viéc, chic Sharon Boyd s& nguy@én rlia cdi ngay cd &'y bd roi cau.”

“Minh @ tin.”

“Tin minh di.” T6i ném mdt vién keo déo sang hang gh& bén kia, n6 roi
ngay lén téc cua Sharon, nhwng c6 ta chd ban tam gat di. Mary dwa mot tay
1én che miéng d€ khdi cwoi 1on. Sharon chinh lai mdi téc va mi€ng keo
bi€n ma't trong nhirng nép tdc.

“Cau xau tinh qua day”, co &y thi tham. “Co6 ta s€ khong tim duoc
mi€ng keo d6 cho dén khi t6t nghi¢p dau.”

To61 dwa Mary tii keo, c6 &y bd mdt thdi vao miéng. “Radical Planet”,
toi néi, nhw thé’ don gidn thot ra that to cai té€n dé thi nd sé€ tré thanh hién
thye. “Ching minh nén bét tay 1am trd choi tiép theo vio ngy mai. chiing
minh nén ti€p tuc lam viéc.”

“Cau khong mudn nghi xa hoi ti a?”

“Khong dau”, t61 n6i. “Minh mudn ti€p tuc.”

Dén d6 4nh dén mo dan va man dwoc kéo ra. Mary c6 th€ da dé dang
tranh dwoc chi @€ nay. Nhwng thay vao d6, ¢6 &y dong dac tra 1o toi, that
1én va ro rang.

“Puorc thdi”, cd &y néi. “Chiing minh s& bit dau trd m&i ngay ngiy mai

'7’

nhé

C6 ti€ng chiim choe trén hinh bi€u twong hang phim Paramount va phim
bit d4u trinh chigu. Some Kind of Wonderful m& man nhu video ca nhac,
gidi thiéu cac nhan vit chinh theo 161 dan dwng tran ngip nhirng ban nhac
pop New Wave. Nhip trong li€én h'6i doi thzamg vao twong rap phim; Am bass
chét chua, t6i cdm thdy tim minh dap nhw mudn vo trong 1'6ng nguc. Toi

nhin sang Mary, c6 &y hoan toan chim dam vao b6 phim, mat mé to va



dang mim cwoi. Toi v&i tay vao trong vat 4o ctia ¢d &y va ndm 147y tay cd
ay.

Giong nhw nhay khoi vach da. Toi co rim lai vi sy bi cy tuyét. Toi bi€t
ra't c6 kha niing co Ay sé lic tay ra va vong tay ngang nguc 1dm chit. Nhung
diéu d6 khong xay ra. Thay vao do, co6 &'y dan ngdn tay vao ban tay toi,
gidng nhw ¢6 &y da lam luc cip di€n vay.

Trong vong vai phit, mu ban tay toi t€ cong, toi van no thanh mot goc
quéi dan trude khi veon tay ra, va gio toi chang ddm diéu chinh nim tay
clia minh nita. T6i so’ rang chi mot chuyén dong nhd nha't ciing khién Mary
rut tay lai. Nhung c6 &y khong lam the€’. Co &y ddt ban tay con lai [én dau
cO tay toi. Sy gan gilii nay khi€n moi thir trén man anh nhw dwoc phdng dai.
M:iu sic twoi sang hon, Am thanh 1&n hon, nhip g6 khua ddi vao tan ddy
long t6i. T6i chwa bi€t ti€n trieh thé nao. Toi chi nghi vé doi ban tay cla
Mary ca gio’ sau, dwong cong mong manh cia cd tay cd &y, lam da mém
mai, nhirng méng tay sang bong, mwot ma. Moi kich tinh trong bd phim chi
la thwr y€u.

R6i dau d6 tiéng néi 1ap bip loan bdo phim tam dirng. Man hinh chuyén
sang tring x6a, nhac phim tit ngiim. Phia trén phong may chidu, Mu Gia
Bién hd 1én trong hdn loan. R0i hé thdng dnh sdng bt 1én, ba 'y bwdc ra
san khau, gidi thich ring budi chi€u phim bj dirng lai vi 16i k¥ thuat.

Khén gia la 6 nhwng ba &y binh chan nhw vai. “Cé than phién ciing cha
ich gi vi to1 ch:aamg bi€t stra dau.” Nhu loi khrfmg dinh, ba md ta doan két
cho nhtrng ai mudn bi€t chuyén gi da xdy ra. “Pon gidn 1a chang nghé¢ s aYy
dwa c6 géi xinh dep dén nha hang sang trong dung bira t6i linh dinh, va cd
gdi choi trong chinh la tai x& ctaa ho...”

Mary kéo t6i ra khdi gh€” ng6i. “Nhanh nao”, ¢c6 &y ndi. “Ching ta

khong theé’ d€ ba 4y pha hong dwoc.”



Tdi khong quan tAm 1dm, nhung t6i biét diéu niy quan trong v&i Mary
nén toi di theo c6 4y len qua hang ghé trung tAm din ra tién sanh. L1 di
chinh da dwgc mé, nhung nhin ra ngoai bon t6i nhan ra chgng ¢6 chd nao
d€ di ca. Trong khi bo phim dang chiélu, troi da bat dau ndi sA'm sét. Tran
muwa nang hat d6 nhw thic xudng dwong Market, trit 1én lan xe hoi nhw
ti€ng tréng vang va phwong tién giao thong nhich tng chit nhw rua bo.
Bon t6i chen chin bén nhirtng ngwoi cing xem phim dwdi mai ctra, chi cach
vai phan 1a mwa tat wdt siing.

“C6 1€ mot gior nira bd minh méi d&n”, Mary néi. “Ong &y s& dén minh
& day.” Toi khuyén ¢6 &y goi cho Ong tir bot dién thoai cong cong nhwng
Mary do dw. Ca hai ching tdi chira mu6n vé nha. S&'m chdp noi 1én, mot
phu nir ding dwdi méi cira thét 1én hai hung.

“Nha ga con m@ cra”, t6i ndi. “Ching ta c6 the doi trong sanh dén khi
mua tanh.”

“Céau mudn di dén tiém khong?” Mary hai toi.

“Ti€ém nao?”

“Tiém nha minh.” C6 &y 187y tw trong vi ra chum chia khéa. “Minh cé
the mé cwra.”

“B& cau khong phan d6i chir?”

“Minh di ting 1am roi. Ong &y s& khong phan d61, mién 1a chiing ta lo
don dep ngin nip.”

“Th€ ching ta lam gi?”

C6 &y mim cwoi bi hi€m. “Ching ta c6 th€ choi vai tro”, cd &y ndi. Toi
khong biét y cua c¢6 &y c6 phai 1a tro Space Invaders hay Asteroids hay...
thr gi d6 khac khong.

That ra to61 doan chdc c6 2y ndi tro gi d6 khac.



“S€ vui ma”, cd Ay hira hen.

“Con mua thi sao?”

“Minh sé chay dua v&i cau.”

Truwdc khi toi kip trd 1oi, Mary da phong xuéng dwong Market. T6i duoi
theo cd &Yy, va trong tich tic tdi wét nhw chudt 16t. Nhitng viing nwde bén
duwong siu ca td’c va doi giay Chuck Taylor cta toi thAm wdt nhw bot biéh.
Sa@m danh Ian nwra va Mary giat ndy, chay nhanh hon. Bon t6i chay qua
ngan hang va buu dién, bon t6i lwdt qua nhirng bi€n bao dung va dén do roi
ca hai dung lai tredre 1an giao thdong dang tri tré. Mot chié€c 6 t6 phanh lai d€
khong dam vao toi, Ivu lai v&€t phanh trén mat nhya dwong va suyt va vao
xe dén khach. Sau ba khu nha, Mary bdng chuyén sang di b, toi chay vurot
qua co aYy.

“Sao th&?” T6i hoi.

Co6 &y gan nhw dat hoi. “Khong dwgce roi”, cd y ndi. “Ching ta wot
hét r'oi!”

L& vao phia trede ctra tiém Zelinsky dwgre déng ctra chép bing mot
tdm chén kim loai 1&n; Mary khuyu g&i rdt chd't phia dwdi, tAm chin ndy
10 xo day 1én, cu6n dwdi mai hién nhw tim che ctra s6. Sau do, c6 &y gat
chd't ctra va di vao trong. Toi di theo, nhwng ¢6 &y ngan lai.

“Cau phai & lai day.”

“Nhwng minh wdt nhep r'oi! «

“DP6 1a quy dinh cia b6" minh. C6 ma bao vé va khdong dwoe cho ai nhin
tha’y n6.”

Co &y kéo cira dong lai, d€ t6i bén ngoai mwa va téi da vut mat thoi

di€m quan trong &y. T6i khdong nghi gi vé ma bdo dong hay hé th6ng an



ninh, ti ctr nghi d&n c4ch c6 &y nim tay toi trong rap Regal, siét nhe long
ban tay t6i mic cho moi thir 1y thd dang dién ra trén man anh.

Gio bon t6i quay lai ctra tiém.

Dé choi vai tro choi.

Mot 1at sau, Mary md ctra cho t6i vao bén trong.

Ctra tiém t61 den nhw muc, ngoai trie cdi deén ban nhd bén canh quéy tinh
tién. Tim t6i vAn con dip nhanh sau man chay lic ndy. Mary nhin toi va
cwoi. “Minh ¢6 khin phia sau nay”, cd &y néi. “Pung di. Néu cau vay
nwde 1€n ba't ky tor tap chi nao, tui minh khong tra lai dwoc dau.”

Mua khién téc ¢d &y dudi thaamg ly va chi€c 4o thun tré nén trong suot,
phoi 10 dwdng vién do nguc, trong c¢d &y nhw vira bude ra khdi phong tam.
Nhac thdy t6i dang nhin, cd &y bam moi dudi. Nhw thé” dd’y. Cé 4y hé moi
néi: “Minh s€ trd lai ngay...” thi toi budc vé phia truedc, dit tay 1én eo cd
a'y va hon. Bon tdi twa vao quay hang noi Zelinsky stta mdy danh cht.
Mary hon dap lai, téi chwa bao gio’ cdm nhan dwoc diéu gi giong nhw thé'.
C6 &y ¢6 hwong vi clia bao tdp va cia keo déo hinh gd'u. Moi thir that tw
nhién. Pay 12 Man d4u tién tdi hdn mot cd gdi, nhung thit ngac nhién rang
d6 lai 1a diéu don gian nha't thé gioi.

Cho dén khi Mary day t6i ra.

“Khong, khong, khong!”

To6i ngung hon, nhung van om 147y co 4.

“Sao the?”

“Chung ta khong dworc 1am vay.”

“Minh thich cqu, Mary. Minh nghi minh...”

“Budng ra”, cd &'y noi.

T6i ngac nhién d&€n mirc cirng do’ ngwoi. Toi kha soc.



Co &y hat tay to1 ra: “Budng ra!”

Sao vay?

C6 Ay khong nhin t6i. Hai mét ddo khip ctra tiém. C6 &y nhin vao ctra
s0, cac to’ bdo va san nha, moi th trir t6i. “Cau khdng nén lam the’, Will.
Moi thit dang dién ra ra't t&t ma c4u lai phd hlly mat roi. Sao cu lai phd
huay kia ch?”

Sao t6i lai pha huy w? Toi w?

“Minh nghi cdu cung thich minh.”

“Minh thich ciu nhw thich mot ngwoi ban”, ¢d néi. “Khong phai nhw ldc
nay.”

TAt cd nhitng chuyén lic ndy ludt qua tim tri téi: Mary nim tay toi
trong rap phim, Mary khen chi€c quan Bulge Boy cua t6i, Mary 18y soi
16ng mi trén ma toi bﬁng cu xuc cham nhr mdt ny hon. “Nhung minh
nghi...”

“Minh xin 161, minh da dwa ra tin hiéu sai”, c6 4’y noi.

To6i khong tin cd ay. Khong the tin. Ching t6i dau chi 1a ban. C6 gi d6
hon ca ban ntra kia, t6i ca quyé&t nhw the’.

Mary run run. Bong dwng ¢d Ay trong wdt nhep, lanh cong va that ddng
thwong. C6 &y quay sang thiét bi bdo dong Ademco va nha'n nit THOAT.
Trén man hinh LCD hién thi NHAP MA TRUY CAP, Mary nhan lién tiép
b6 niit that nhanh. Téi khong xw 1y kip ta't cd nhirng gi t6i dang thay, t6i
qua bdi r6i tredrc phan tng cia c6 ay.

“Cau nghiém tic ch?” To6i hdi. Sau d6, toi trit ndi thdt vong trong
giong ndi clia minh, theo céach t6i thwong ca cadm v&i ¢6 &y. Sau nira, toi
tha’y that xdu ho, xdu hd vi da TAm bam ra chiéu tham bai, ngéc nghé&ch:
“Cau that sy khong thich minh w?”



“Ptrng nhw thé ma. Minh khong th&, Will. Minh xin 16i.”

Thi€t bi bao dong kéu “bip bip...” cianh bdo bon t6i di ra khoi tiém va
Mary kéo tay toi ra ngoai mwa. R6i cd Ay khéa ctra, kéo tAm chin xudng
va chd't lai. Toi chi dieng d6 nhin ¢6 &y khi con mwa 4p xudng. Toi phai hét
to Ién 4t ca ti€ng mwa: “Céu dinh di dau?”

Co ay hat ham vé phia bdt dién thoai & nha ga: “Minh s€ goi cho bg".”

“Cau muon minh di cung khong?”

“Minh mudn ciu vé nha.”

Khong doi toi tra 1011, ¢d 4y quay mat di dé€n nha ga.

Gio day ban khong th€ bwdc qua tudi muwoi bon ma khdng bi bam déap
vai Tan. T6i da bi tan trong phong thay d0, bi day té sap mat xuéng bac
hanh lang tredng va bi ha't xudng xe dap; dau gdi toi ting bj triy trua, mét
ca chan bong gan va bi chdy mau mii, nhuwng nhirng don dau d6 khong gitp
toi dwong dau voi diéu nay. Cam giac nay con t€ hon ti't ca nhieng thir kia
cong lai. N6 1a con dau mai khong diu di, cang luc cang tha’y nhéi budt.

T6i 1& budc trong con mwa nhw trit doc dam dai tw dwong Market vé
dai 16 Baltic. Cudi cung t6i cling vé dén nha, con dwong da ngap, can nha
chim trong im lang. Me t61 dang di lam, td't nhi€n, va bong den ngoai hién
da bi chdy mot tuan trwedc. To6i 161 bi bom qua viing nwdc ngdp sau dén dau

gd1, 18 budce vao ctra tredre, mO mam tim chia khéa trong bong td1i.
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Sdng hom sau, toi thitc day tha'y ciin nha trong ving. Me da d€lai to ghi
chi trén ban in, néi ring me di dGi bang 14i xe m&i va s& khong the vé
tredc budi tria. TOi ng'di xem ti vi véi mdt bat ngli c6c, nhung toan la
chwong trinh con nit nham nhi: Care Bears, Punky Brewster va Pound
Puppies. Chuong trinh dd'u vat thi cd gio’ nira m&i bit dau nén toi 1& bude
vao phong ngu.

To6i bi€t Mary da néi doi. Toi khdng twdng twong ra tro choi nhd cua co
&y v&i ndm muoi tridu didém, ciing thit hang dwoc phong 124 CHANG TRAI
CHAT NHAT QUA DPAT. C6 &y da bién toi thanh trd dia, 16i kéo tdi vao,
tang bd'c toi, khi€n tdi cam thay minh that ngau. R6i ¢6 @y bieu 10 bi so¢
khi t61 mu6n hon cd dy?

Minh xin 10i, minh da dwa ra tin hiéu sai.



Trong mot thodng, tdi chot hicu ra tat ca nhirng chuyén t6i nghe ndi vé
ddm con géi - nhtrng bd phim, chwong trinh truyén hinh va céc bai nhac -
tat cd déu chi ly! Con géi toan n6i d6i. Bon ho déu gian manh va khong
dang tin. David Lee Roth da c& canh bdo t6i. Ca Eddie Murphy ntra! Va ca
Andrew Dice Clay! Nhwng gidng nhw ké say thudc, toi tin Mary sdi cO va
cho cd ntra ban quyén tro choi cua tdi. Toi danh mat hai chi€n htru than
nhdt - hai nguoi ban duy nhat - chi d€ bao vé ¢6 &y. R6i gio thi tdi & day,
18 loi trong budi sang thir Bay, chflng c6 ai d€ chuyén tro.

Pau 6¢ t6i cr quay cudng. Con quy mdp ay.

Cam thay nhe hing khi nghi vé c6 &y nhw th&: con quy map 4Yy. Toi 14y
mot to’ gid'y ké 6 r'oi viet di viét lai may tw: con quy mdp con quy mdp con
quy mdp. Viét ra m&i tha'y that dé chiju. That nhe nguwdi khi trit hét con titc
gian qua cay but chi. Con quy mdp con quy mdp con quy mdp. Thio nao 1i
ban da di c6 ay! Co ay hin cling d61 gat ddm ban cta minh! P8 con madp
thoi tha.

Toi deo Walkman roi ndm lén giwdng va bit bai Panama cta Van
Halen. T6i ngwdc nhin nhirng t&m 4dp phich cda Kathy Ireland, Paulina
Porizkova va Elle Macpherson, nhirng nang siéu mau dep tuyét tran véi cdp
chan dai mién man, hai cdnh tay nhin thin va bo' mdi cong cén hon dbi. Tw
bay gio, toi s€ nghia d&€n may cd nay nhw la mdt ddi twgng. CO ban gai sau
clia t6i s& ty tin miic bikini khi di tim bién. Cd &y s& cuc ky néng bdng,
xinh dep, di€ém muoi toan hdo. Con Mary Zelinsky s€ chét khi con 1a trinh
nr - khong dwoce ai dodi hoai, khong duoce ai khao khat, khong dwoc ai
cham vao. T6i van to am lwong tai nghe hét co, ti€ng nhac doi thinh thinh
nhv muén dam thing mang nhi.

Cud1 cung, to1 cing nhan ra ti€ng dong ngoai ti€ng nhac, ti€ng ram ram

di sau giai di€u. T6i mé mat va tha’y cai cang cta Clark dang g6 1€n ctra s0.



To1 thao tai nghe.

“Bon tao thir go ctra tredre”, né ndi. “Khong thd’y may trd 1o1i.”

Chuwa bao gio’ t6i tha'y nhe nhdm nhw vay khi thd’y né: “Tao ra ngay.”

T6i xd mot cdi 4o tinh twom va di ra san sau, noi t6i dgng xe dap bén
hong nha. Alf va Clark dang d¢i t6i & 1671 xe vao, ng6i trén xe dap cia
chiing va bép chai ned'c Mountain Dew.

T6i chuan bi nhan 18y diéu toi t&€ nha't. Bon nd tirng gian dir va lam nhw
vay ciing ding thdi, con t6i dang nhan ba't ¢kt 1oi chiri rda nao ma bon nd
ném vao mat t6i. Nhwng khi bon né con dang & 167 xe vao, tdi biét toi ¢
the stra sai.

“Nay”, toi noi.

Alf n6c thém mdt ngum Mountain Dew nwra. N6 ca't ti€ng: “Cé chuyén
gi...” nhung lai ¢ hoi nén miy loi d6 thdt ra nghe nhu: “Cé chuyén gi
0’000 ¢°000...”

Trong né c6 vé mét mdi. C6 mdt vét xwde 1on trén mét trai - trong nhur
c6 ai d6 4n mit né xudng nén dwong bé tong - cong thém vai v€t xwdc nhd
trén cO va bang dinh déan ky cuc qua dau tai trai.

“Mat may sao th&?” T6i hoi.

“Rob Castro nghich mdt tao chut théi”, né néi. “Nick Barsanti thi nghich
¢ tao, con John Simmons thi nghich nguc tao.” N6 kéo 4o 1én, 10 ra vé&t cit
t0 bd ngang qua hang xwong swon. “Bon ching mudn 18Yy lai tién.”

“Bon tao ¢ cich ki€m ra tién”, Clark giai thich, “nhwng bon tao can
may giup 18y cdi...”

“Puworc”, toi ndi, vira ngac nhién vira ham on va nhe nhdom khi tha thi
cho nhau c6 the that d& dang. “Y tao la... tdt nhién roi, tao s& gidp. Tui

may can tao lam gi?”



Alf mé khéa kéo cdi ba 16 ctia né, giat nip lon Big Gulp. Gidng hét cdi
lon ma tén trodm pin da dem vao ti€ém Zelinsky: “Tao nghi bon minh nén dén
tiém bang dia. LA’y ma’y cdi bing mdi, r'oi ban ki€m tién.”

“Tui may tinh trdm bdn tram d6 ti€én bang dia a?”

“Khong!” Alf néi. “Tao chi tinh 18y khoang hai mwoi d6 thoi. bu tra
may thing mudn 1am thit tao hom nay thdi. Ngay mai, néu c6 thang khdac
mudn Xt tao, tao s€ trom thém d€ tra cho ching.”

“Lam tung budc thoi”, Clark néi, gat gu. “Thanh Rome dau c6 dwgc xay
trong mot ngay.”

To6i khong tha'y dd’y 1a k& hoach kha thi. Trom m¢ bang tri gid b6n tram
do chic mat may tuan d6 m'd hoi sdi nwdc méit canh chirng ting 1i tirng ti,
nhung diy khong phai lic cai nhau. La 16i cta t6i khi bon tdi ra ndng ndi
ndy, toi khong nghi ra k& gi khdc hay ho hon, t6i ciing lo 1ing khi mudn
dwore yén chuyén voi bon né. “Tui may tai that”, tdi néi. “Pi thoi.”

Tir dai 16 Baltic cudi xe dap dén trung tAm mua sdm Wetbridge kh4 dé
dang. Chi trong vong mot ti€ng dong h'd bon tdi da ding k& bén Cinnabon
trong khu an u6ng tang hai, theo déi Musicland tir khodng céach an toan. C6
bon ctra hang khac nhau ban bang cat-sét trong khu nay nhwng Musicland
la ti€ém duy nh&t khong 1'0ng bang cat-sét vao trong khung nhwa duoce thi€t
k& d& chong trdom céap. Thay vao d6, cdc album dwoc dit trén cdc k& ludi
that 16m, rat dé 1aY.

“Ti€ém dong da’y”’, Clark noi.

“Xem ra rat thuan loi”, Alf dong y. Du c6 dén ba thu ngin thi khach
hang van rong rin x&p hang cho tinh tién. RAt ¢6 the quan 1y s& sém mdé
thém mdt quay thanh todn nwa, vy c6 nghia 1a s€ c6 it di mot nhan vién
trong coi ctra hang.

“Thé& bay gio’ ching minh s€ 18y cdi gi?” Téi hoi.



Pay ludn la cau hdi héc bua. Meo giai quyét 1a phai gat bd s¢& thich ban
thin qua mot bén va tim nhitng bing dé ban, mic gid 1y twdng ching nim
d6 cho may ¢c6 em muwoi hai tudi dang la ca & quay an udng.

“U2 thi sao?” Clark d€ nghi.

Alf lic dau. “Nhém d6 ndi ti€ng ding mot bai”, né néi vdi vé lo' d@énh.
“Tao dang nghi dé€n Cutting Crew.”

“Tao thdy ciing dwoe”, toi ndi. Sau hang gio’ nghe Nhitng bdn tinh ca
hay nhdt thdp nién 80, to1 chealng con mudn nghe top 40 d6 nwra.

Twng dira bon tdi di vao Musicland d€ tranh gay chi y nhung cac 161 di
ném chat ngwoi, 1én 1dt ¢6 1€ cha céan thiét. Gan nhw ca ctra hang ban bang
cat-sét va gian Pop/Rock chi€m 167 di chinh that rong chay dén gikra ctra
hang, van A d&n M & mot bén, N d&n Z bén con lai.

Whitney Houston dang hat The Greatest Love of All trén hé thong am
thanh. AIf di d&n 167 di chinh, tay cdm lon Big Gulp, v’ nh&m nhdp nhw
thing nhéc & tiém Zelinsky. L& ra Clark va tdi s& trong chirng, nhung ch:fmg
cé gi d€ trong chung ca. Ta ¢6 th€ thd'y nhan vién Musicland médc do thun
dd, nhwng ho dirng phia tredc bén quay thu tién ca r'oi.

Alf dirng lai canh mdt ba me mic 4o ni tring rong thiing thinh c6 dong
chtr “T6i yéu chu cin cung cia t6i”. Ba ta dang say swa v&i Eric Clapton,
khong he biet Alf di dén.

Alf 18y mot album cta Cutting Crew, xem gid & mat sau bang va li€c
nhin vé phia t6i. Toi git dau v&i né va cudn bing nam trong cai lon. R'6i né
18y thém hai cdi ntra. T6i doan né mudn thtr van may, nhwng tdi nhin xung
quanh va cheamg thay tré ngai gi ca. To6i git dau va voi mét cd dich tay nhe
nhang, ma’y cudn bang rovi vao lon. Lic nay, Clark dang di ra khoi ti€ém roi.
T6i quay nguoi di theo va thdy Alf c¢d 18y thém ba cudén bang khac nira.

Piing 13 c6 the dit sdu cudn bing vao mot lon hai lit, néu sip dit ching



ding cach. Nhwng cho dé€n ngay hom dé, khong dira nao trong bon thir lam
the”. T61 khong ddm nhin. T61 quay mat di va chuon thaamg.

Clark dang cho cach d6 nam ctra hang, trén cai bang gh& bén ngoai tiém
Hickory Farms. Chi mot phtt sau Alf d€n nhap bon. N6 chay u dén, tay
cam lon Big Gulp, hét 1én sung swdong.

“Sau cudn?” Clark hoi. “May dua a?”

“Ba cudn Cutting Crew va ba cudn Crowded House. Tién cho khong
bi€u khong da’y, may thanh nién.” N6 m¢ lon Big Gulp va 18y céac cudn
bang ra, dwa cho hai dira t6i. “L&y ra hét di roi tui minh quay lai 18y vai
cuon Whitney Houston. Gi ma How Will I Know nhang xi &y. Chung ta sé
ban hét m¢ d6.”

Qua vai nd, ttr bién ngwdi tay xdch ndch mang gid mua sim, hai nhan
vat xud't hién tr ddm dong, hwdng dén chd bon t6i. Mot ngwoi 1a gd dan
ong mdc 4o khoac va thit ca vat, con ngwoi kia 1a ba me mac 4o c6 dong
chir “Tdi yéu chd cin cung clia téi”. Ba ta néi vao bo dam roi bat dau chay.

“Chet roi!” Clark noi.

Bon tdi d€ lai may cudn bang roi tan ra. Bon tdi bi€t muc dich ngin
chan mat d6 (theo cach ma ctra hang goi th&) la gidm thi€u that thodt - nén
né€u bd lai ma&y mén @06 thi it khi nao bj dudi theo. T6i chwa bao gio quay
lai nhin xem c6 ai dang theo minh khdng. Tdi chi cdm d4u cdm c& chay nhu
dién, phong nhw lao vao tiém Sears, trdn sau ma’y ngwoi mac au phuc, chay
nhanh xudng thang mady, roi cudi cung thu minh dwdi mdt cdi giwong
ngoai c¢&, cho’ ddy chirng muoi phiit, thye sy nin thé. T6i da thoat dworc,
nhung chi trong gang ta’c thoi.

To6i di ra ngoai dén tram xe buyt. Ca ba chi€c xe dap déu con xich vao
cai bi€n cA'm dau xe, nhung khong thd'y bong dang cua Clark va Alf. Sau

hai mwoi phit dai ¢ cho, tdi dap xe vé dai 16 Baltic, so’ rang diéu té hai



nht s& d&n. Bon nd 1 rang da tirng bi tém c& vi trdm cip & ctra hang, gior
bon né sip d&n trung tAm cdi tao cho tré vi thanh nién. Tay cém
Tackleberry tirng canh c4o bon tdi V& ma’y noi nhw thé, hin tirng néi veé li
chudt va nhirng birc twrdng 4m wdt, nhitng khu tdm dwdi haAm noi may dira
ma m&i bi &n ddu xuéng va danh roi xa phong c6 két cuc kinh khing va
to1 t& thé nao.

Thay vi vé nha, t6i dap xe qua nghia trang va dung lai & dwdi chin phéao
dai c0 thu cua bon t6i. Toi tréo 1én cdy va ng6i doi, hy vong, wde ao va cau
cho bon né khong gip chuyén gi. Nhwng mdt gio troi qua ma bon né van
chua veE.

To6i thad’y s6t rudt. Néu to6i khong hira 18y ma bdo dong, néu tdi khong
bay td tw tin thai qud, n€u t6i khong néi doi Alf va Clark thi nhirng diéu
nay s€ khong xdy ra. T6i c6 the' Tan h'6i theo toan bd chuyén toi t€ nay dén
chuyén trén mai nha ga, Ian h'di lic t6i hira v&i bon né 1a sé 18y ma bdo
dong.

Cudi cung, t6i the ngwoi ra vi cho doi, thé roi tdi roi phdo dai va veé
nha. Té6i m& khoa cira tredre khi Alf va Clark chay U xu6ng dai 16 Baltic
trén ¢ xe dap cta chiing.

“May khong sao a?” Alf thét 1én.

“Bon tao nghi may bi tom ro1!” Clark néi.

“Tao khong sao”, t6i néi. “Bon may & dau nay gio vay?”

Alf 16i trong tdi ra sdu to’ tién nhan nhdm. “Bon tao tin c6ng Sam
Goody sau khi may di. Thdo may cudn bang nay kh6 hon vi may cai khung
nhwa chét tiét d6, nhung tao ¢4 nhét thém dwore mét cuén Bon Jovi dudi
ong quan nay.”

T6i khong thé nao tin dwgc: “Bon may quay lai 18y thém a?”

“Ngay mai tui minh s& may mén hon”, Clark hita.



“Khong!” Téi néi voi bon nd. “Tui may ding ¢ dai dot nira. SOm mudn
gi ciing bi tém cd thdi.”

Alf nhin vai: “S&m hay mudn gi thi Ray Castro cling xoi tdi tao. May
cO y gi hay hon khong?”

Toi1 hit mot hoi that sdu. That ra, t61 da ¢cé mot y hay hon. Téi khw khw
gitr kin ca ngdy trdi vi toi s¢ 166 mom nhic d&n. Nhung khi nhan ra Alf ¢an
to1 gidp xi€t bao thi td61 khong con lya chon nao khac.

“Tao c6 th€ 18y may birc hinh cia Vanna White cho may”, tdi noi.

“Oy dau?” Alf hoi. “LAYy thé nao?”

“Tao c6 ma roi”, toi noi.

“Cua ti€ém Zelinsky?” Clark héi. “Ma bdo dong ha?”

“Tao c6 nd t61 hom qua.”

Toi gidi thich ring to6i dd thAy Mary nhdn mé truy cip trén thiét bj
Ademco. Sy b€ bang da hin in khodnh khic d6 sau vio ky e toi, nhw tro
choi toi tdi khdi dong roi choi di choi lai vdy. N&u t6i nhdm mat va tap
trung, tOi van thd'y dwoe vi tri chinh xéc nhirng ngén tay cd &y nhin trén
ban phim mwoi hai nit &y: Trén trdi, dwdi gitra, dwdi gitra, trén gitra.

“1-0-0-2”, t61 ndi. “Mat ma day.”

“May chic khéng?” Clark hoi lai.

“Chéc. Tao dirng k& bén ma.”

“Khong, y tao la... may mudn lam th& ch?” Clark héi. “Lan tredc bon
minh c6 ndi, trong tang ham nha Alf...”

“Tao xin 10i. Bon may hoan toan ding. Néu minh tra tién thi khong phai
an trom.”

“Chinh xac!” Alf né1. “D¢ 1a diéu bon tao da n6i!”



“Nhwng tui minh phai cwc ky cwc ky can than”, tdi nan ni. “Xem nhuw 1a
tui minh bwdc vao ctra tiém dé nhw vao vién bao tang. Khéng cham vao thir
gi, khong pha bat ky cai gi. Tui minh chi 18y to’ tap chi ¢c6 Vanna White, d€
tién lai va chinh stra cdi ctra sap trén dwong ra. R'6i Zelinsky khong bao gio
biét dwoc d6 1a bon minh. Hi€u che?”

“Tat nhién!” Clark dong y. “MaYy dira tui minh ddo d€ nhr ma &y ma!”

“Gid'ng ninja cht”, Alf néi. “Khi nao thi bit dau?

To61 hit mét hoi that sdu. Hom d6 1a thir Bay ngay 30 thdng 5, gdn mot
thang sau khi Alf Ian dau tha’y to tap chi roi nd ba chian bémn cealng chay dén
nha t6i d€ thong bao.

“To1 nay la tot nhat”, to1 noi.
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To6i dinh ninh Alf va Clark da bay ra du tro ranh ma de€ 1én ra khoi nha
sau ntra dém. Me t6i dang lam & Food World nén t6i chi ngdi truede ti vi,
xem Old Couple va Star Trek chi€u lai cho d&n mwoi hai gio muwoi lam, da
dén gior di roi. T6i di ra cra sau, mac quén jean den, giay Chuck Taylor
den, 40 so’ mi Van Halen den; t6i mang theo dén pin, mo 1€t va ciy xa beng
dai ba mwoi centimét va to hai mwoi d6 nhau nhi te dém trudrc.

Wetbridge c6 1énh gi¢i nghiém d6i v&i tré vi thanh nién bit dau tir nika
dém. Bon t6i nhat tri xé 1& d&€n nha hang Twdéng quan Tso d€ tranh nguy co’
bi tém cG cd dam. T6i bang qua nghia trang Cong gido va tranh xa dwong
phd’, nhdy qua day hang rao va bang qua céc san sau, cdc ngd nho va khu
da’t tro'ng. Ca khu dan cw yén lang. TAt cd nhirng thr t6i nghe dwoc 1a ti€ng
dé& kéu rin rit va ti€ng do6i giay caa to6i go lach bach. P6i lic ¢6 ti€ng chd

stia, nhung cheamg tha’y hay nghe ti€ng mot méng ngwoi nao ca.



Trang tron vanh vanh, t6i bi€t o 10 trinh nhw long ban tay nén t6i bo
chi€c den pin trong tdi. Ra ngoai ban dém that tuyét, ro 1a mdt chuyén
phiéu Iwu, rosi xa man hinh may tinh. T6i cha tha'y h'6i hdp gi ca. K& hoach
clia bon tdi ra't chic chin, tdi tin Alf va Clark sé theo ding k& hoach. Pay
s€ 1a bwdc ngodt két thic moi chuyén, cau chuyén ma bon toi sé ke di ke lai
su0t nhirng nam t&i.

To6i khong dam di trén khu dwong Market. Vi Tack ludn tuan tra moi
ntra gio’ nén t6i vong lai phia sau nha hang Twdng quan Tso, nwong theo
bong t6i clia con dwong dan vao ga cho d&n khi toi dit chan 1én bai do xe
trong. Ctra sO fang hai cua Schwarzenegger da déng, nhung t6i thd’y con
ché dang ngu trén ngudng ctra, mot dam 16ng tring ti vio 1op kinh. Bén kia
thang thoat hi€m la cira s6 khac véi mdt may diéu hoa to banh; né cr gam
gt va thoi phl phi, t6i khéng hi€u ndi ngwoi nao ¢ theé ngh ndi trong mot
can phong c6 thi€t bi do.

Toi biét ti€ng On s& 4t ti€ng bwdc chan cua toi, nhwng t6i van phai tién
dén chd goc tdoa nha thiat can thdn - tranh dwoe tAm nhin cla
Schwarzenegger - phong treong hop con chéd thiee ddy. C6 mot khoang
trdng ching ba mwoi centimét gitra thung rac lvu dong va twong sau cda
nha hang, dd’y 1a chd toi thd’y Alf va Clark ngdi b6 gdi doi tdi. Toi thu
minh canh bon né r'6i bat dén pin. Mit dwong dnh 1én manh thay tinh vo,
giong nhw mot chi€c giwvong trai day trang sitc.

Clark mac cdi 4o cli v&i quén jean ma né mac hom di dén trung tdm mua
sdm, con Alf thi da thay bd d'6 nhw 12 nguyén cdy Rambo viy. N6 xd by d6
linh mau 0 liu pha niu, mdt dinh day son dau.

“May tinh sang Viét Nam a?” T6i hai.

“PaYy goi la 16;p nguy trang”, Alf néi.

“Tao bao né dwrng mac nhw thé r'6i”, Clark noi.



“Tao tang hinh r61”, Alf néi. “Cheamg ai thd'y dwoc dau.”

Clark yéu cAu toi tit dén, cho rang Tack c6 thé thuc hién vong tuan tra
bt cr lic nao. Bon tdi tr6n vao bong tdi, Iénh cho ban than gitr yén. Mot
ciy kim lanh nhw biang dam vao sau ¢ tdi, toi nhdy dung 1€n. D6 1a nwdre tu
lai t mdy di€u hoa tang hai. T6i cam thdy rat h'di hop, thit ra l1a ca bon
déu thé".

“Pi théi”, ti noi. “Trong khi dwong sa ché"mg cé ai cad.”

Alf 1ic dau: “Tui minh phai doi Tyler da.”

Tbi chic rang minh nghe nhAm né néi. “Ai... Cdi gi?”

“Tyler dang dén.”

“Tyler Bell? May néi vé&i hin?”

“Tat nhién la tao no6i”, Alf néi. “Pay la k& hoach cua hin ma, nhé
khong?”

“Pay khong phai 1a k& hoach ctia hdn”, t6i néi. “May nhé cdi mo hinh
khong? M6 hinh d6 c6 ba nguoi: tao, He-Man va Papa Smurf.”

“Dung, nhung...”

“M0 hinh khong h€ c6 Tyler Bell nhé!”

“Tao nghi hin s& khong d&n dau”, Alf néi. “Tao nghi hin s& di New
York 1am trd gi d6 hay ho. Nhung khi tao goi va néi cho hin cdi mat ma...”

“May néi cho hin cdi ma?”

“Pay 1a k& hoach ctia hin”, Alf lip lai. “PAay 13 k& hoach cta hin ngay
tw ban dau ro6i.”

“Tao nga veé phe Alf Tan nay”, Clark néi. “Tao nghi Tyler xtrng dang cé
to tap chi cho riéng hin nhwr phan chia. Chiing ta s& khong & day néu hin

khong ndéi cho ta vEé k& hoach nay.”



“Vay ctt 14y cho hin mdt to6”, téi néi. “Tao khong mudn hin di theo bon
minh. Tao khong tin hin.”

“Tao da ndi 1a tui minh c doii di”, Alf néi.

“Tao khong doi gi cd. Hodc tui minh di by gio’ hodc 1a tao hiy keo.”

“Vay huy di”, Alf n6i va nhdn vai. “Tao s€ dwa cho may to tap chi va
may tra tién cho tao day.”

Pay 1a luc t6i1 nhén ra viéc téi tham gia vao k& hoach khong con quan
trong nira. TAt ca thi chiing can & t6i 1a cdi ma va t6i da dwa no roi.

Clark d€ cdi cang 1én vai t6i: “Binh tinh, Bill. Moi chuyén s€ On thoi.
Ching ta ctr thwe hién k& hoach ding nhw da chuan bi. Khong thay doi gi.
Chi 1a c6 thém mot tay tror gitp thoi.”

Nhwng t6i bi€t chuyén nay khong h€é don gian nhw vdy. Phan nao do
trong cAu chuyén ctia Tyler khong hop 1y. “Hén ta mudi tim tudi. Mot tén
nidm cudi cAp ba. N&u hin mudn cé t& Playboy, chi cin budc vao tiém roi
mua 14y mét to.”

“May bot nong di”, Alf néi. “Cudi cuing tui minh ciing ¢c6 mét tay nam
cudi k€ vai sit canh - mdt ga kha ngau dang ¢4 gilp tui minh - con may thi
cw xt nhw thing dan vay.”

“Vi hin dang n6i do7”, tdi n6i. “Hén bi dudi cd khdi tiém Zelinsky vi in
cép.”

“Thi sao?” Alf hoi.

“Thi hdn khong ddng tin!”

“Tat nhién 12 hin khong ddng tin! Bon ta dang dot nhip ctra tiém! P&
trdm mot to Playboy! May mudn dem theo mo6t hudng dao sinh a?”

Bon tdi cr xi Xdm cai nhau réi dung lai trede ti€ng nhitng budc chian

dang ti€n lai gan. C6 ai d6 dang dén. Clark & gan v&i doan cudi dwong



nha't, th€ nén no6 nhin thaYy.

“Ho d6”, n6 thi tham.

“Ho?” T6i hai.

Clark nhiin vai: “Tao doén Tyler dan theo ban?”

Tdi gat né ra mot bén d€ ty minh xem. Tyler va ban hin dang di gitra
con dwong dan vao ga, ngay noi ma ai ciing ¢6 the€ thd’y dwore. Tyler nhan
ra toi va tro tay.

“Sao th&, em g4i?” Hin goi. “Sao phai tron?”

Tyler cudi ngit nghéo, nhung ban hin thi chi biéu cdm gi. Ga ban Ia
mot ngwoi da tredong thanh, khoang ba mwoi hay b6n mwoi hay nam mwoi
tudi gi ddy. Ga c6 bd rau mau nau va téc nau dai t€t thanh dudi ngya. Nhin
ntra giong Willie Nelson, nira gidng Sasquatch*.

Sasquatch (hay con goi la Bigfoot, chan to) 1a t€n loai sinh vt giong
khi, dwoc cho 1a sdng trong rirng chii y&u & ving TAy Bic - Théi Binh
Duwong clia Bic My.

“Ban gdi cua tyi may dau?” Tyler hai.

Alf va Clark dirng day, ra hiéu cho Tyler nhd giong lai. “Tack dang di
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tuan”, Clark thi thAm. “Hén bit dau & Liberty Place va di qua huéng tay
trén dwong Market, r'6i bang qua hém phd'...”

Tyler vy tay, ngit 1&i né: “Tack khdng bit dwoc ai dau. D6 ciit chim d6
con khong tom noi mdt méng sida nao & hdi ‘bong’ nira 1a.”

“Hin sip d&n day roi d6”, Clark néi.

“Vay thi bat dau di”, Tyler néi.

Alf ha't ham vé phia nguoi la: “Ai day?”

“Anh ho tao”, Tyler noi. “Rene.”



Rene nhin bon tdi khdng chép mét. G3 mic do khodc quan doi mau luc
va quian jean bac théch, con c6 ca tidi vai dit vit chéo qua vai. Chgng can
néi thém gi nra. Ba't chot ga ¢6 h'on nay xua't hién va tré thanh dong bon
v&i bon t6i, téi bi€t minh phai chu'6n ngay.

“Co mot van dé”, to1 noi.

“Van dé la sao?” Tyler hoi.

T6i lic nao cling néi d6i rat t& hai. Alf ¢6 the' leo 180 ma’y thir nham nhi
cd ngay va ngay dén Clark ciing biét thém thit cAu chuyén thit lic nay ldc
no, nhwng toi thi dé té: “Tao nghi Mary da d6i mat ma. Sau khi tao nhin
tha’y cd &y truy cdp. Chi d€ cho an toan thoi.”

Tyler quay sang Alf, tim 18y vat 40 n6 va day vao twong: “May néi nd
c6 ma ma. May néi dé 1a 1-0-0-2 ma.”

“N6 néi vdy that ma!” Alf 1ip bép. N6 chia d4nh nhin sang t6i: “N6i that
cho anh &Yy biét di, Billy!”

“C6 th€ d6 ding 12 mat ma, c6 th€ khong”, tdi néi. “Van dé & chd do,
tao khong bi€t. C6 kha nang chiing ta dot nhap ti€ém va chudéng bao ddng
vang lén cling nén.”

Rene chzaing cit dong hay thay doi nét mat. Toi tw hoi gd co biét ti€ng
Anh khong nra.

“Vay sao may lai & day?” Tyler hoi. “Dé&n canh bao chiing tao a?”

Tbi gat dau: “Tdi khdng mudn ai bj bét ca.”

“Cam dong da’y”, Tyler néi. “May mac nhw ninja va 1én ra day ldc muwoi
hai gi¢’ redi d€ canh bao bon tao? That ddng suy ngdm da’y Billy.”

Tay phai hin gio’ 1én, tdi co ngwdi lai chuah bi #n dA'm. Thay vi 1am vay

han vong tay dén tdi sau cua tdi va ruit ra thanh xa beng. “Thé& sao may lai



dem cdi nay?” Hin diy t6i 1én thanh thing rdc, gi dau nhon xa beng vao
hong t6i, nhw the hin sin sang béu dau toi. “Sao may lai néi 140?”

Khé ma néi khi c6 mdt thanh sit &n vao khi quan. “Em dang c& gitip
bon anh”, to1 ndi, nhung giong néi phat ra nhw ti€ng rén.

“Binh tinh, binh tinh nd0”, Alf néi, cd” ging gilr hoa khi. “Ching ta déu
mudn mot thir. Ching ta déu & diy d€ tha'y em Vanna White, diing khong?
Cw tap trung vao phan thwdng di. Biéu d6 mdi quan trong, ding khong
nao?”

Sai roi, to1 nghi vay. Tyler va Rene chrflng phuing mang tron ma chi dé’ c6
may birc hinh cda Vanna White. RS rang bon chiing dang theo duoi thir gi
d6 16m hon.

Mit ctia Tyler chi cdch tdi ¢6 vai phan. Hin dang tim trén grong mit tdi
ba't ky bi€u hién clia sy nghi ngai ndo. Cudi ciing hén ciing tha tdi ra, toi 1do
d4o trén mit da't, m 12y ¢ hong, ngac nhién khi nhan ra ring minh khdng
bi chdy mau, chi bj tray xwoc.

“Lay maYy cdi sot”, Tyler noi.

“Gio anh néi di”, Alf n6i. “Bit du thoi!”

Chiéu hém d6, Clark da trom vai sot nhwa dyng stra tir can bo'c hang cia
ctra hang Food World va cdt chiing trong thiing rac lwu dong ding sau nha
hang Twdng quan Tso. Lic &y Alf dang leo vao thliing rdc va chuyén maYy
cdi sot cho Clark, né x&€p ching dwdi thang ctru hda theo hinh kim ty thap.
Néu td6i mudn chudn thi day la co hdi cudi cung. Toéi khong the chay dua
dwore voi Tyler, nhieng néu dén dwore quang san sau doc theo dwong High,
toi s& c6 co’ hdi thodt khdi hdn muwdi muwoi. Toi biet ta't ca nhitng khodng
hé trong hang gidu; ¢6 ra't nhiéu ciy c6i va khu veon ctuing vai thi linh tinh

khac s€ che dwoc cho toi.



Nhung sau d6 thi sao? Néu tdi xoay x& thodt dwore thi bon ho van dot
nhap ctra tiém Zelinsky ma khong cén t6i. Toi khong the d€ diéu d6 xay ra.
BA't ctr thir gi sai trdi xdy ra & ctra tiém déu 12 do 16i cta t6i. NEu mudn yén
on thi toi phai gitp Tyler va Rene dot nhap.

Trén ctra sO fang hai, Arnold Schwarzenegger nhom diy, quay vong
vong roi lai ngd1 xudng.

“Tréo 1én mai”, Alf n6i. “Tao s€ rung chudng cira.”

Tyler chi t6i di d&n chd céi thang: “Phu ni triedre.”

Tdi quét tay vio quén jean - trdi khong phdi néng 1dm, nhung md hoi
chdy nhw dién trén nguoi toi - roi budce 1én ddong sot. Khi leo 1€n dinh, toi
chi vira di dd cao d€ c6 thé nim 14y thanh thang thAp nhit, nhung lai
khong du sirc kéo 1én. Tay t6i run qua.

Clark nim 18y chan va diy toi 1én. “Bét chan lén gach kia”, né néi.
“May ty di dworc khong?”

T6i ngac nhién trede giong ndi tinh queo chia né. Theo cach né ndi thi
ctr tedng ca bon dot nhap cira hang mdi cudi twan ddy. Nho Clark day tw
bén dwdi, toi ¢6 theé 1én dwore thanh thi hai, roi thanh the ba cho dén khi toi
leo theamg 1én.

“On Chua”, Tyler néi, ngac nhién trede sy vo dung cta bon tdi. “Tao
chiing biét dita nao qué quit hon da nao nita.”

Tdi leo 1én tirng thanh thang gi mot. Cdi thang rung 14c va kéu ldch c4ch
nhw sdp bt khdi twong, nhung ti€ng on ctia may diéu hoa da 4t di ti€ng
dong d6. Toi leo nira chirng thi nghe thd’y ti€ng chudng ctra inh tai va ti€ng
ché stia nhirc 6¢. Gio thi kim dong h'é dang chay. Bon t6i ¢6 ba phiit d€ 1én
mai va bang qua ctra hang xe dap.

Bén dudi toi cdch ching ba mét, Clark nim 147y thanh thang cudi cling

roi ty leo 1én. DU ¢6 céi cang, né van khde va nhanh hon t6i. NG leo ngay



sau gét chan t6i va giuc to6i phai nhanh, nhanh hon. Ting mang bé tong va
gi sit r&t xudng xung quanh toi, téi leo nhanh hét sitc binh sinh roi nhiy
1én méi, lin trén bé mit &'y hét nhw con siu. Chéng c6 gi nhiéu d& xem - chi
1a bé mit nhwa dwdng phing 1i va vai 6ng nude bing nhya PVC. Téi di lén
g0 phia tdy madi toa nha - d€n ranh chia cach nha hang Twdng quan Tso v&i
ctra hang xe dap k& bén - rudt gan t6i nhw 16n tung pheo ca Ién.

Tw mat dat, cdi ranh trong kha nhd, mot cai khe hep ma ta ¢6 th€ nhay
qua dé nhr bon. Nhung & day trén mai nha thi nhin nhu vuc thdm hun hdt
dy. Can phai 18y da m&i nhdy qua dwgc - nhwng lai c6 twong cao co dau
g61 boc quanh mdi, dwgre deng 1€n c6t d€ cho dong vdi gach khoi ving
sang hai bén. Bon t6i phai dirng trén go’ trong d€ nhdy qua.

Clark bwdee 1én phia sau toi: “Co mét sau.”

“Sao may bi€t?”

“Tao do roi. Khi bon tao deng m6 hinh.”

“Tao khong bi€t tao c6 lam dwoc khong nwra.”

“May dau can lam thé”’, n6 néi. “Tui minh c¢é dem cdy cdu ma, may nh&
khong?”

Clark 1an khud't vao bong tdi roi quay lai, mang theo mot tAm vdn gb
dai. N6 di dén go’ phia dong mai nha roi can thin d€ mi€ng van doc theo
cdi ranh cho d&n khi d4u van bén kia nim trén mdi ctra hang xe dap. Toi
nhidn cdi dén pin va nhin ra né chi l1a mét tAm van ci xi réng chung co
muwdi centimét, va gidng nhe hiu hét cic thanh gb cling ¢& khéc, nd chi
rong khoang chin centimét la cung.

bay la cay cau u?

Ti€ng sua cua Schwarzenegger vang 1én xuyén qua dwong ranh, tdi co
th€ nghe dugce ti€ng cua 1ao Tso hét vong cd dwong Market, thach thirc bat

ctr ai dim rung chudng ctra nha 6ng ki€u nhu “cé ngoan thi chia cdi ban



mat may t&i day”. Ching t6i ¢6 mot phit hay tdi da chin muwoi gidy truedc
khi 6ng ta quay vé phong. Moi thtr dién ra nhanh hon t6i dw liéu.

Tyler 12 ké tiép theo leo thang. “Tui may con doi cdi gi?” Hin budc 1én
tA'm van, bwd’c ndm bwdre ty tin qua cdi ranh, r'o6i nha’c chan 1én mai cda ctra
hang xe dap. “Di thoi. Nhanh di.”

Clark dang tay sang hai bén nhw dién vién du diy va budc dén chd tAm
van. TA'm van cong xudng khi né di d&n gitra chwng, r'6i rung nhw bing cao
su khi né dén phia bén kia.

Trong khi d6, Alf dang leo Ién thang.

“May tim dwore tAm bang nay & dau da’y?” T6i hoi.

“Getty Swamp, ding sau nha mdy Ford”, né néi. “Mot thanh g8 con
ngon lanh bi vt chdng cho trong buin, may tin dwoc khéng?”

Alf dang cho t6i bang qua nhwng t6i ra hiéu cho né di trede. Toi chua
s&n sang. N6 nhin xudng bén dudi vire roi ngan ngai. “Me kiép!”

“Puing theé”, t61 noi.

“Pi di”, Tyler goi. “Pi nhanh nao.”

Dén liic nay Rene dang leo 1én thang, t6i ngo rang Alf bing qua virc chi
d¢ thodt khoi tén d6. P&n nira tAm vin, né mat thing bing roi nhdy qua
ctra hang xe dap. Cdi thanh ndy manh, 1at lai va gan nhw bt khdi mdt bén.
Alf suyt ngd nhueng Clark da kéo n6 vé an toan. “Tao khong sao”, n6 ndi,
thé manh. “On ma.” NG nhin sang toi: “May ding nhin xudng thi khong
sao ca. Chi can nhin thrfmg thoi.”

Rene di ti€p, budc ngang qua mit tdi nhw t6i chaalng hé & d6. Ga ném cai
tdi vai qua ranh, né r&t xudng mai ctra hang xe dap voi mot ti€ng “ding”
16 to. R'6i gd dung dau miii Ging stra tAm van thé’lng lai. Lic ga di d&n budc
tht hai, tAm vén kéu ring rac. Gidng nhw thit gi d6 bén trong thanh gd da

hwr hdng ning - phia sau di gdy, hai bén bit d4u nit. Rene budc tiép budc



tht ba - ga dé ciing d&n chin mwoi can, khiing nha't ddm, tAm van cong tén
nhw trong bo phim hoat hinh Looney Tunes, oan cong theo cich chdong lai
quy luat vat ly. Hai budc sau d6, ga da an toan trén mai ctra hang xe dap.
Ga chop 187y céi tdi r'oi di tiép.

“Pi di”, Tyler goi.

Alf va Clark nhin ba't lyc qua cai vygc. To1 nhdn ra minh lam bon né mét
phen bé mit. Nhwng t0i van khong di chuyén dworc.

Tyler khuyu xudng nim 18y tAm van. “Hodc 1a may di qua ngay hoic 1a
tao rit né lai”, hin néi. “Tao s& d&m dén ba.”

Di trén cly cau kia rd rang la y twdng ngu ngdc. Toi biét trong lwong
cia Rene da diy thanh gb dén gidi han cia né. Toi danh cudc cd mang
sOng cua tdi vao mot thanh gb da ngdm ca ndm troi trong bun. Nhuwng toi
khong th€ & lai phia sau dweec. Toi phai di theo bon ho, gitr cho moi thi
khong vt qua tAm ki€m sodt. Toi bwdre tdi tAm van.

Budc di dau tién khd dé dang. Nhung budc thir hai, budc ma to6i hoan
toan roi khdi mai nha - d6 1a sy treng phat! T&m van lung lay dwdi stc
ning cla toi, lic lu nhw ria véan treot. T6i sai [Am khi nhin xudng dudi,
nhung khdng cé gi d€ nhin ca - khong c6 khe ranh, chi 1a mdt ho” d€m tham
thdm, mot c4i ho' sdu khong ddy.

Budc thit ba khong th€ twdng twgng noi. Téi khong dam ti€n cling
chealng ddm 1ui, khong con gi d€ bam viu ca. Thanh gb 14c lw qua di. Toi
méc ket r'oi. Phia bén kia ctia vach vuc, Alf va Clark dang huéng dan cho
toi, nhwng chi toan nghe tha’y ti€ng '6n. Bon né khéng hieu dwoe toan li€u
clia toi, khong ai hiéu dwoce ci. Tdi da thing bang, nhung toi Cin tp trung
t61 da d€ gi thing bing. N&u t6i dich chuyén trong leong clia minh di chi
12 mot phén, thanh gd s& h'oi ddp lai ngay, roi thi toi khong con cich nao d€

gitr thing bing lai.



T6i mudn giai thich cho Alf va Clark, nhung néi chuyén ciing nguy
hi€m nira. Céc co clia tdi clirng do va bit d4u run 1én. M6 hoi dang do
xudng hai bén thai dwong. Gic qua co’ man suy nghi rdi boi, tdi nghe tiéng
Tyler la ming moi ngudi: “Cam di, cAm hét di!”

Bong nhién vue tham bén dudi toi chuyén thanh mot khodng trdng binh
thuong v&i twong bé tong va do sau hitu han. Anh sdng phat ra tir hai bén,
x6a nhoa kich thwdc va chiéu, soi sang tuyé€n 16 trinh cho Tackleberry di
tudn tra.

b6 1a mot phép mau. Chiing t6i c6 th€ ket thuc ta't ca ngay lic nay. Tack
s€ gidp t0i roi khoi cdi thanh nay va dudi Tyler, Rene khoi ctra tiém, toi sé
giai thich moi thr. Ping, sé ¢6 trieng phat, nhung khong cé trirng phat nao
giét t6i ca. Khong giong nhw ciy cau. Toi ¢6” m& miéng, nhwng ham toi
ctirng do roi. Toéi khong thé.

Tack dang huyt sdo mo{t bai hat t61 khong nhin ra dwgc - mot trong
nhitng bai hat ma ta thudc tron 1&i, di chang thich 1§m. Hén ct quét cay
den pin ra trude sau, toi nghi thit duy nha't khién hin khong thay toi chinh
12 c4i vanh mil rong cta hin. Hin di qua bén dudi tdi va béng dém lai theo
buwrdc hin ma kéo d&n, x6a hét chiéu kich cdi ranh, 14 vao d6 thém khoing
khong. T6i khong ddm quay dau nhin theo hin. T6i tdp trung vao budc
chin v ti&ng huyt sdo cfia hin cho d&n khi tdi khong nghe dworc nira. R6i
to1 lai chénh vénh mot minh.

“Billy”, Alf goi.

Tboi nhdy mit. N6 dang dirng trén ria mdi ctra hang xe dap, vwron tay vé
phia toi.

“May dang tay ra dwgrc khong?”

T61 ldc dau. Khong con co hoi nira.



“Pua tay day”, Tyler ndi. “Khong tao s€ ném cdi mo 1€t nay vao 6c thdi
ciia may.”

To6i dang tay. Du Alf d3 nhoai ngwoi ra phia tda nha, vAn con mot
khoang cach 1on gitra nhirng ngén tay cua hai dia t6i. “May budc dén ti
ntra dwgrc khong? Chi nira bude thodi!”

Khong dau. Khong cé chuyén d6 dau. Tyler cé the ném cai mo 1€t vao so
toi, nhwng t61 khong dong day gi ca.

Alf budc 1én dau kia chia tAm van, roi treon gan hon, ting chiat mot,
ki€m tra kha ning chiu dyng clia thanh gd. TA'm véan gao 1én va rung lic,
nhuwng Alf ti€p tuc thi van may ti€n tdi, veeon tay dén todi. D6 1a diéu mao
hi€m nhat, nguy hi€m nhat va ngu ngd’c nha't né tirng lam - t6i dang ndi vé
dra da tirng an ca bang ghim kep trong mot cudc thach da'u.

“On roi”, né thi thim. “D& tao gitp may, Billy. Tao s& kéo may ra khoi
day.”

Pén lic may ngon tay clia né cham vao tay toi, ching tdi dang dirng &
gitra chtt V lon. N6 ¢ ti€p tuc xi xao may loi dong vién, xoa diu t6i, va
khi n6 nim cd tay toi, tdi tha’y dii can dAm budc d&n trwde. Clark nhin bon
tOi tir mdi ctra hang xe dap. T6i nhan ra n6 dang ¢am c0 tay kia ctia Alf, gitr
thiing bang trong khi Alf rwdn ra ctru t6i. N&u ¢ gi xdy ra v&i tAm vén, ca
ba dira t6i s€ té xudng khoang khong kia.

Thay vao d6, n6 kéo tdi vé phia an toan. T6i leo 1én mai cua ctra hang xe
dap ro6i khuyu xudng. Tyler kéo td&'m vén, nhin t6i khinh bi: “Tui may quy
xong chwa?”

“N6 khong sao dau”, Alf néi, v lung toi. “May On, ding khong Billy?”

“Chéc r'6i”, Clark néi. “Ttr chd nay thi lwdt ém roi.”

T6i thi nghi ngwoe lai, chd ém gi ca, vi téi phai bing qua ciy cau kia

mot Tan nira d€ vé nha. Nhung d6 1a van dé sau nay. Bon né gidp toi dirng



day, roi di theo Tyler qua mai nha.

Dbdi voi bat ky ngeoi nao bén dwdi dwong, cira hang xe dap, cong ty du
lich va ctra tiém Zelinsky 1a ba toa nha v&i ba két ca'u riéng biét, nhwng day
chi 1a o anh. That ra, d6 12 ba kh&1 c6 kich thuwéc bing nhau trong mot toa
nha 1&n riéng biét. Mdi rong, phaamg - khong biét dwoc cira hang xe dap két
thic chd ndo va cong ty du lich bit dau & dau - nhung mdi khdi c6 ctra sap
thong v&i mai va mdi cira sap khéc tén theo nganh kinh doanh twong tng.

Rene mé tii ctia hin, sip x&p nhitng thi bén trong ngay canh ctta sap c6
ghi nhan Zelinsky. G& mang theo cdi md 1€t thép clrng, mdy khoan dién
khong diy vé&i nhidu mili khoan thay the’, WD-40*, nhitrng ciy kim cét day,
co’ 1é va (khong giai thich dwoe) con dao ¢6 hinh diang nhw lwdi dao pha
hang thit. G deo kinh bao hd va dat dén han nho 1€n mot cai ban I€; n6 16e
tia Itra sang xanh va khong khi thoang mui nhw & tram xéng.

Tén mot loai dau chong gi sét da nang.

“Gan xong chwa?” Tyler héi.

Rene gat dau. Thay vi than trong mé tirng con &c d€ cd bon c6 the 14p
lai ctra sdp sau d6, ga dang cit d6i m& ban I¢, ph4 nat ching. Sau khi ga
lam xong, cd bon s€ xé toac cdi ctra ngay trén mai.

T6i kéo Alf sang m6t bén: “Tui minh phai stra lai moi thir sau khi xong
viéc. Tui minh phai hanh dong gi6ng nhr ma vy, nhé khéng?”

“Ho bi€t ho lam gi ma.”

“Pay khong phai k& hoach ctia bon minh.”

“Chi 12 m&y c4i ban I¢ thoéi ma, Billy. Chiing con chwa bang gid may to
bdo nwra.”

“Tui minh dang tra gid cho may to tap chi d6.”



“Chr may mudn tao phai lam gi? Gio' khong th€ ngidn bon ho lai dwoc
dau!”

Clark tham gia vao cudc cai nhau. “Thé& nay an toan hon”, né cam doan
voi toi. “Tao khong mudn bi hot.”

R'61 n6 kéo cdi 4o thun che mii, ho sdc sya vi mui hang héc cha kim loai
tan chay. Ca mai nha ngap ngua khoi, to6i khong bié€t bén dwdi dwong nguoi
ta c6 thd'y khong. N€u Tack danh xong mot vong ma khong gédp sw cd nao,
ong s& quay lai nha ga ngay lic nay. Ong s& thdy hién trang cia tda nha
Zelinsky. Ong c6 the s& chi y ddm khéi x4m boc 1én tir tAng mai.

Rene da cit xong thanh ban Ié cudi cling, tit dén han va thdo kinh bio
ho. Ga réo goi Tyler, hai ngwoi bon ho thi thdm véi nhau. R'6i Tyler goi ca
bon dén dirng xung quanh may cdi ctra.

“Mdi nguoi giltt modt géc”, hdn néi. “Ching ta s& ning ctra 1én. MaYy cdi
ctra nay ning 14m daYy, coi chirng ma’y ngén tay.”

Ca bon vao vi tri xung quanh cdi ctra sap, Tyler va Rene d6i dién Clark
va Alf. Khong cé gbéc d€ t6i nang 1én nén toi len vao gitra hai dira né. Tyler
bao to6i 1ui ra. “Ngay khi bon tao nang 1én, bao ddng sé kich hoat. May s€ c6
bdn mwoi lam gidy d€ chay xudng tang dwdi roi nhdp mat ma vao. May
lam dwoc chuyén d6 ma khong nghich bay chx?”

“Pugrc”, toi dap, [an dau ti€n trong ca dé€m tdi ndi ra't ty tin. Toi bi€t t6i
c6 the tim dwoc 181 di trong tiém, dii 1a trong béng t&i. Tdi c6 the tit bao
dong va 18y nam to tap chi. T6i c6 th€ dem chiing 1én mai va ca bon sé vé
nha, chaamg dinh dang dén ai ntra. “Cr ng6i yén & day di”, toi ndi voi ca
bon. “Tao s€ lo moi chuyén.”

“Kha 1am”, Tyler néi. “Vi néu cé gi bat tric, bon tao s& tha cira xudng

va d¢' may lai d6.”



Ca bon ng'di xuéng, dit ngdn tay phia dwdi ctra. R0i theo nhip d&€m dén
ba cua Tyler, tdt ca nang I&én, nhwng rd rang la ching t6i da bd sét cai gi d6
vi ma’y canh ctra khdng hé dong diy. Ca bon cr gam 1én hiing huc, nhwng
chrflng c6 gi xay ra. Co gi do6 trong két cau xay dung - c6 1€ 1a co’ ché& nao
dé trong chd't khéa - dang giw chung lai.

Tyler dirng lai d& bé khép tay va chinh nim tay. “Thi¥ lai di”, hin néi.
“Pém dén ba.”

Pén ba thi ca bon lai nang 1&€n, nhwng chflng ich gi. Du c6 mot tay nhung
Clark van cd géng cat Iyc nhu ngwrdi khic, d&n mirc mit né tim tdi. T6i ngu
ngdc tr cho phép minh lac vao khodnh khic hy vong; c6 khi cénh ctra s&
khong mé ra, cd bon sé& lai vé nha tay tring, khong mat mat gi trir vai cdi
ban € hw hong.

“Khong bi€t sao nwra”, téi néi. “C6 khi...”

Mot ti€ng ré khing khiép khién t6i ding 1o - ti€ng dinh &c bi giat khoi
thanh g6 - va géc clia Rene bj kéo ving ra khdi mdi. Mot soi day tring &
ban lang ling tir ctra, vé&t nitt lan rong, chd moi ndi dut lia.

“Po 1a s¢ri day bdo dong”, t6i ndi.

Chaalng ai td vé quan tam dén phat hién cuda t6i. Ca bon dang ban kéo céc
goc 1én, khong mu6n bi Rene vwrg't mat.

“Ma’y ngwoi bat bao dong r'6i”, toi noi.

“S&p roi”, Tyler cin nhin, nhirng mach mau hin 1én ¢& hén.

“Nang qua”, toi noi. “Khoéng ¢6 thoi gian...”

Nhirng gidy quy gid dang trwot khdi bon tdi: mot mississippi, hai
mississippi, ba mississippi. ..

“Chung ta lam dworc”, Tyler n6i. “Cung nhac 1€n!”



Clark stta nim tay roi gao 1én, bd géc ctia né va bude lui lai. N6 dwa
b6n ngdn tay rit mot dwong mau dd médng manh; mau phun ra trén bé mat
canh tay lanh 14an ctia n6 va chay dai xudng dudi ban tay. Bon mississippi,
nam mississippi, sdu mississippi... Rene day Clark qua mot bén va chodn
git géc ctia né. Linh cdm dwong nhw mach cho tdi biét rang Rene 13 nguoi
duy nha't trong bon di dé phong bang cich mang ging tay.

Tyler li¢c nhin t6i: “Phu mdt tay nao, thang khon!”

T6i dirng gitra Alf va Tyler nhung khong ¢6 géc day. Ca bon gidng nhw
dang nang chiéc xe hoi vay. Mit Alf nhé nhai md hoi, bon tdi c¢d hét strc
dén ndi c6 ai d6 phot ca rAim. Thém mot tiéng dinh st gi nira va Rene 1am
ving géc thir hai khdi mdi nha. Ga thét 1én dic thing, nhung da qua tré, ta't
ca da qua tré, t6i nham d&m ting gidy trong dau.

“Chung ta phai roi khoi day!” Toi rit 1én.

Ching ai tra 1 t0i. Gio thi hai géc da bat ra, Rene va Tyler s& hitu luc
day khing khi€p. Bon ho clung twya vao ctra, gdp ngwoi lai theo mot géc bdn
muoi 1dm do va khoi 10 ra ba bac thang gb dan xudng vao trong bong td7i.

“Pi!” Tyler gam lén.

“Mudn roi!” toi noi.

Rene ndm tay toi, day toi vao cdi 16. Toi trwot xudng diy bic thang, ddp
xudng nén bing bung, dap mit vao ti dyng h'6 so bang kim loai. Pén pin
lan khéi tay t6i. Bau dé trong ti€ém, to6i nghe dwoc ti€ng kéu rich rich cia hé
thdng bao dong, d€m nhirng gidy con lai cho dén khi chuyén kinh hoang gi
xdy ra. Toi cham tay vao tran, né wdt dam.

Hai mwo'i ba mississippi, hai mwo'i bon mississippi. ..

T6i bo trén san nha cho d&n khi tim thdy cai den pin roi dieng day. Toi
quay tr& lai voi co' man nhirng chiéc ké va thling carton - nhwng trong dém

to1, chglng thit gi nhin quen thudc cd. Toi 1& buwdce theo 167 di, tim dén chd



bac thang, nhung ta't cd nhirng gi t6i nhin thdy chi c¢6 thling va thung. Dau
toi ctr rung Ién, toi chglng suy nghi dwgc gi ca. Khong tap trung dwoce. Toi
di vong quanh mé cung, d&€m twng gidy thanh tiéng: “Ba mwoi ba
mississippi, ba mwoi bon mississippi...”

Cé6 gi do khong ding. Nhung bac thang dau? To6i da di xong mot vong
roi thd'y minh quay tré lai ctra sdp. Bon ho nhin xuéng chd tdi khong khdi
ngac nhién.

“May dang lam gi th&?” Alf hdi.

“Xt cai bdo dong di chir!” Clark ni.

“Khong 1a tao ném may khoéi cdi méi chét bam nay da’y”, Tyler no6i.

T6i qua s khong the€ nghi ra thir gi d6 - s chuéng bdao déng, s¢ bi tdm
gdy, so phdi bidng qua ciy ciu kia T4n nifa - nhung ndi s¢' mang tén Tyler
Bell 1an 4t ta't ca. Toi thir lai. Sy tap trung cua t6i déan tré lai. T6i nhén ra
167 di bi hang dong thiing carton chén lai. Zelinsky c6 1& d3 dem mot thiing
day hang d€ day cho xt 1y sau.

T6i diy mo thung, ching d6 xudng tang dwdi kém theo nhitng ti€ng
“ram”, toi nira nga nira chay theo ching. Tang mét t6i den nhw mwc, nhung
to1 c6 den pin va bi€t 161 di quanh d&’y. T61 chay qua céi ban not ma Mary
va toi da lap trinh tro Phdo dai cdim, qua ca quay tinh ti€n noi ma Zelinsky
dwa ra loi moi lam viéc. N&u viéc d€m nham trong ddu (bén mwoi ba
mississippi, bén mwoi bon mississippi...) 1a ding, bdo dong sip hd inh i
roi.

T6i chay dén trude cira tiém va nhan nit tit trén bang diéu khién. Trén
man hinh hién thj nhap nhdy NHAP MA TRUY CAP, t6i bét chwéc nhitng
thao tac t6i da tha'y Mary thwc hién - trén tréi, dwdi gitra, dwdi gitra, trén
gitra - nhung ch?ing c6 gi xdy ra ca.

Luc do6, t61 nhan ra la toi ti€u tung roi, tdéi da nhap mat ma sai bét.



Sau d6 c¢6 mdt ti€ng “bip” lon.
Lién sau do6, ti€ng “bip” dwng han.

T61 vao trong.
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Ctra tiém toan mui gd, muc, thudc 14 va mui cua Zelinsky, gidng nhuw
Ong ta dang loay hoay dau day hdt tau thudc va chat hang 1én ké. To6i xoay
mot vong, chia dén pin vio cidc goc, dm bao rang chi c6 mot minh toi.

R'6i toi bét tay vao viéc. Ban mdy ctia Zelinsky du dwa trén cdi ban T¢,
tao ra mdt khodng trong hep dd d€ t6i chui vao phia sau quay. Khoing
khong nghiém ca'm bat ky ai ngoai tre Zelinsky m&i dwoee vao, t6i cam
gidc nhr minh dang tréo 1én givong cia 6ng vay. O day c6 xi ga va thudc
14, ta kinh day nhirng bat Itra ¢6 va nhirtng cudn vé sd cao, cai ké nhan nhan
nhirng tap chi nguoi 1om: Playboy, Penthouse va Oui.

T6i chdp 18y nam to tap chi s& phat hanh ¢6 hinh cia Vanna White, r'oi
dat to hai mwoi d6 me t6i cho 1én ngan td deng tién. Khuyu tay t6i ty 1én
cai khay nhd c6 dong chir “Can mot dong, 13y mdt dong”, tdi can than dat
né vé ding chd, d€ ding céi khay t0i da tim thi’y nd. Toi chd ddm cham

vao céi gi khac nua.



Toi dang tré lai phong treng bay hang khi nhitng tén kia bt dau di
xudng cau thang.

“C6 r'oi”, toi ndi, tay gio’ nhirng to’ tap chi. “Mdi ngwoi mot tor.”

Rene chay nhanh qua mat t6i, hwong dén truedre tiém.

“Di dwge roi”, toi néi voi ga.

“Tw tir da”, Tyler n6i. Han di theo ga anh ho, Alf va Clark ciing theo sau.

V&i nhitng cdnh ctra chép bang thép che cira s5, ca ctra tiém tdi nhu hii
nit, nhwng nho danh sdng dén pin cling da tim dwgc 167 di. Hodc géan du -
Alf va vao khu bay hang bit bi, vai hop rét tan tanh trén san. N6 bat cwoi
bdi rdi.

“Can than”, t6i ndi. “Nhat 1én di.”

Vai ngay trede, t6i da nhin thd'y Zelinsky bay hang, can thian x&p tung
ciy theo mau: den, xanh va dd. Alf khong quan tam loi t6i néi nén tdi cui
xudng thu gom m¢ biit, x&p lai ding nhw toi da tha'y.

Phia tredc quay, Tyler va Rene dang xem xét bang diéu khién biao dong.
N6 day nhirng dnh den LED va d6'm sang, nhwng chi ¢ mot cdi dang nhap
nhdy - mot nit xanh luc ghi SAN SANG.

Tyler nhin t6i va cwdi man nguyén: “May van nghi con bé d6 ddi ma a?”

“C6 the c6 bdo dong ngam”, t6i ndi. “Co khi da goi canh sat roi khong
chung.”

“Co the”, Tyler néi. “Nhwng tao lai khong nghi the".”

Rene m& cdi tdi vai ra roi 18y thém mdt cdi tdi nita - cling cling mau sic
va kich cor. Ga giti mdt cdi, bat né ra. R6i ga nang cai ban mdy va dem ca
hai tui ra sau quay.

“Quay tinh tién rong khong a”, tOi ndi. Rene phdt 10 nén tdi quay sang

Tyler. “Anh di lam & ddy. Anh biét Zelinsky vét hét tién vé mdi dém. Ong



Ay dem tién mit cho vao két sit & Quy tiét kiém ma.”

Tyler boc 18y thanh s6cdla twr ké keo, mé gid'y gbi va quang mo gidy 1én
san. “Thw gian di.”

Alf kéo tay t6i. “Di th6i”, n6 thi tham. “Ching ta c¢6 dwgrc thir ching ta
mudn ron.”

“That day”, Clark néi. Cdi tay lanh cta né dwoc boc trong vat 4o thun
nhung van khong ngidn dwoc mdu tira ra. Nhitng chAm dé nhd thA'm trén
san quanh doi giay ctia né. “Tao ti€u roi. Tao can cdi bang hay mot cai gi
dé nhu theé”. May nwra, Billy. Tran may dinh day mau.”

T6i dwa hai to tap chi cho Alf: “May mudn thi may c di. Nhwng tao &
lai. N&u ¢6 gi d6 xay ra, d6 12 16i cta cd bon.”

“Chéng c6 gi xdy ra dau”, Alf noi.

Rene vung céi xa beng dap cai tia day bat lira co. Cira kinh ran nhwng
khong vo. Phai dap thém ba nhat nira méi vo dwgre. Rene dat cdy xa beng
xudng, bit dau 14’y bat Itra ra khdi ti, bd ting céi vao cdi tdi rdng. Cudi
cung thi tdi ciing hi€u tai sao ga dén: nhirng chié€c bat Itta d& mang di, dé
ban & may ctra hang cam d6 hay cho cho den va tri gia hét thdy la bay
ngan nam tram do hodc hon.

“Duwng lai”, t6i bao ga. “Khong duoc 18y ching!”

Rene phot 1o t6i. Loi t0i ndi chi nhw ti€ng ve kéu 1i nhi trong tai ga. T6i
quay sang Tyler. Hin nhit 18’y thanh xa beng va dang cdm nhan sttc niing
ctia né. N6 dai ¢ sdu mwoi mdt hay bay mwoi sau centimét, loai thanh ma
cac nhan vién y t& dung d¢€ nay ctra xe hoi bep dim. T6i budc dén trwede
mit Tyler va néi: “T6i khong dén day d€ trom cip.”

“Tao cung vay”, Tyler noi.

Hin in xong thanh socdla, quing gid’y g6i di. Toi cdi xudng nhiit né 1én.

Zelinsky ludn yéu cau téi va Mary gitr can phong gon gang, nhat rac, tai



ch& lon soda va don sach gidy rac. Tyler nhin t6i redn 18y mau gid'y roi
cwoi nhao: “Pwng ban tam.”

“Tai sao khong?”

“V1 tao chwa xong.”

Hin vung ciy xa beng vao gid keo, ddy dwa né va Iam d6 ta't cd hang ké
- ca dong keo nhai, bac ha va sdcola roi xudng giay toi. Alf va Clark lui lai,
nhwng Rene thdm chi khong thém nhin. Ga c 18y bt Ia tw ta kinh nhw
18y téo.

“Pu roéi”, toi noi. “bi thoi.”

Nhung Tyler chi m&i bt dau. Han xoay tit cdi xa beng nhw ciy ba toong
r0i di theo 1671 bay hang toan mdy dénh chur.

“S4u thang 1am & ddy”, hin néi. “Tao lau san nha. Tao chi't hang 1én ké.
Tao stra ca cai nha kho chét tiét &y. Con cai phong trén fang hai? Khi tao
dén, né nhu cdi & chudt. Tao thiét k& lai. Gdn nhitng c4i ké 1én.”

Dung dudi cong ciia cdi xa beng, hin méc vao hong chiéc mdy danh chir
xach tay hiéu Brother va ha't tung né khoi ké. N6 rot xudng voi ti€ng va
lodng xodng. Tyler budc qua nd, ti€p tuc pha cdi may ti€p theo, mot cai
Olivetti den 10i thoi. “Tao dén ding gicr, tao 1am viéc, con tén khon d6 dudi
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tao.

“Anh trOm d6 ctia 6ng ay”, tdi noi.

“Me kiép”, Tyler néi. “Tao chuwa bao gior trdm cdi gi & chd nay hét.
Nhung tao s€ néi cho may chuyén gi da xdy ra, n€u may thyc sy mudn
bi€t.”

Chiéc Olivetti va vao san va bach ra nhw qua dwa, vo tan tanh ngay &
gitra, 10 ra nhtrng bd phan bén trong mau den nhép nhap dau. Tyler nhin 140
lién, t6i nghi hdn dang ngd'm thudc, vi diéu tiép theo hin néi nghe that 1&

bich: “Trwdc hét, Mary Zelinsky 1a con khdn hirng tinh nha't tao ting biét.



T ngay tao bat dau lam & day, tay né liic nao cling mé mdy ngudi tao. Mdi
[an bo gia quay lwng di, né s€ ca vao nguoi tao. Pay hai ti vao mét tao. Tao
roi ctra hang 12 né dudi theo tao trén dwong Market, nim khuyu tay tao nhw
the tao la ban trai n6 vay.”

Hin ph4 thém ba chiéc mdy ddnh chit nira, ddp chiing xuéng san, roi
quay sang ké keo Elmer - muoi hai cdi chai mau tring v&i nhitng dong chi
din mau cam, x&p thanh hang nhwr miYy chd linh d6 choi. Chi mot cd vung
xa beng ching 14p titc virong vai khip ctra hiéu. Tyler van ctt 13i nhai: “Qua
vai tuan, tao chiu hét noi con bé d6. Tao nghi né s€ chan thoi, nd s€ cut
hirng. Nhung né khéng hé cut hirng, né con choi bao hon! N6 gi thw va
loi bai hét cho tao. Thé 1a mot ngay, tao mé 1ong v&i nd. Tao néi, ‘Xin 161,
nhung em s€ chfmg bao gio 1a ban gdi ctia anh dwoc. Khong bao gior xay ra,
khong bao gie.” P6 1a lic n6 chay vé v&i dng bd gia. N6i véi ong ta rang
tao dang cd” trom mot céi bat Iira. Tén khdn kia dudi tao ngay 1ap tic.”

Pén lic nay Tyler di thoi pha phach. Hén tap trung k& chuyén, nhin
thing vao mét t6i d& dam bao ring t6i vin chi ¥ nghe hin néi. Toi gat dau
vao didng nhirng chd cin thiét nhung toi biét han chi néi phét thdi, gidng
nhw nhitng chuyén vé Senora Fernandez va hi hi v&i gai trén mai nha ga.

“Gio thi... né€u ba’y nhiéu d6 chwa da té”, Tyler ti€p tuc, “Zelinsky réu
rao khip phd” d€ khong ai thué tao ci. Roi chgng ma’y chdc tao khong da
tién trd bao hi€m cho chiéc xe cua tao. Mot ngay sau ci den dai do, thé voi
Chua, Tack kéo tao lai va tich thu bﬁng lai cua tao. Gio tao tha't nghiép va
khong c6 cach nao di day d6 dworc. Tat ca chi vi Mary va cha né. Nén day
la cach nho nho tao néi cam on, hi€u khong?”

Co6 1€ néu tdi tra loi “Co” thi dém Ay hin s& két thic ngay tai dé. Chiing
toi s€ 18y ma’y to tap chi va bat Itra tudn 1€n mai, ching t6i s€ bang qua cay

cau va vé nha.



Thay vao dé, tdi néi: “Anh ding 1a nham vai.”

Tyler nhin t6i vé ngac nhién. Nhwng t6i khong the ki€m soat dwo'c minh.
Ai d6 phai néi ra: Hin ddng 1 nham nhi. Hin ta biét, toi biét, ba't ky ngudi
nao quen bi€t Mary cting bi€t di€u do.

“Tao? Tao ma néi nham a?”

“Mary s€ khong doi nao theo duGi anh”, t6i néi. “Co &y qua t6t nén
khong hop voi anh.”

Tyler khit mii: “May thi bi€t quai gi vé con bé do.”

“T6i bi€t minh can tin twdng ai”, tdi nai.

Diéu nay thyc sy khién hin ndi khiing. Tyler nhdm cdi k& gan nhat,
vung cdi xa beng nhw cdy giy bong chay, lam vo' nhirng hii muc va keo
dinh, xi ming nhya. Hin vung T4n nita va T4n nita, dap nat ba't ct thi gi
trong fAm mét, mdy tinh, mdy thu ngan, hang héa vung vii trén san, hin
giAm Ién ching v&i d6i bot da. Han dang dap phd va hwdng vé phia toi. Toi
tra lung vao mdy héat Aiwa phét nhac cta cira tiém; t6i nhan nit THOAT
trén hoc bang, nhét vao tdi cdi bang Nhirng tinh khiic dwoc yéu thich nhdt
thdp nién 80, roi quy tha ma bét danh bai chudn. Lt sau, mdy hat d3 ndm
trén san; Tyler gidm g6t bo't 1én nd, nghién né thanh ttrng manh nhd, gidng
nhw hin dang cudp di sy sdng ra khodi né vay. Toi it ty nhi ring sdng mai
moi chuyén s€ diu vao day thoi - moi th s€ dwgc x&€p vao ké tro lai -
nhung Tyler khong hé mui 1ong va niém tin cda tdi chéng phai m¢. Hin
phd v& mot dng pin. Pap hang t4 kinh doc siach. Hin duc khoét birc trong
va pha v thi€t bi chi€u sang, giat ma’y bién hi€u chir vi€t tay xudng. Néu
Rene khong xen vao, tdi khong ddm chéc hin s& dirng lai. Anh ho cfia hin
méc hai tdi vai qua vai - ching chat day bat ltta ¢&, bao thudc 14 d&n mic

khong th€ kéo khoa dwoe - ga xoa diu Tyler chi véi médt cdi cham vao vai.



Rene khong can ndi gi ca. Bon t6i déu hi€u y ga: du la du. Cra tiém tan
tanh. Gio’ 1a ldc phai di.

Tyler dirng lai d€ thé. Tat cd dong dO nat nay khién hidn hét hoi. “Bon
ta s& dip maYy cdi mdy tinh trén dwong ra”, hin néi, quay vé phia phong
treng bay hang. “Con bé d6 mé ma’y thir chét tiét 4'y.”

Tdi bude dén trirde mit hin: “Khong.”

Tyler thu cdi xa beng, gio cao qua dau hén, cho t6i mot khoanh khéic @&
thay doi y dinh: “Bién.”

T61 lao dén 12y thanh xa beng nhwng khong lam dwogc. Tyler dung dau
g01 trdi ngang dwong t6i, vat toi nga xudng san. Toi ngd 1én d6ng kinh doc
sach, Tyler gidng thanh xa beng xuéng. Han ddnh vao mot bén hong toi, roi
moi thit bong tréng béch, nhw lic t6i nhin vao mit troi vdy. Con dau that
ba't cho't va nhoi budt, toi gan nhw ndon thoc.

T61 1an 16n trén dong kinh doc séch va cudn ching vao bung minh. Néu
toi dd hoi stee d€ nodi, toi s€ cau xin Tyler khdong danh t6i nira.

Hin budc qua toi va tién vé phia phong trng bay hang.

Alf va Clark do 187y tay toi r'oi gidp tdi ding diy. “Ra khéi day thoi”,
AIf thi thAm. “Thang nay dién r'oi. Chiing ta khdng ngin hin dwoc dau.”

Tbi 14c dau. Van con mot cdch két thic chuyén nay.

“Bon may 1én mai di”, toi noi. “Chay cang nhanh cang t6t.”

“Con may thi sao?” Clark héi lai.

“V€ nha di. Hay ra khéi noi nay.”

R0i t6i di khap khiéng dén truedre tiém va nhim dén pin vao ban phim
Ademco. Hau hét cac nut kha kho hi€u, dédc biét la trong bong t6i, nhung
duy c6 mot niit dd ghi BAO PONG ma nhin vao thi biét ngay cong dung

cta né. Ti€ng coi bdo ddng phat ra ngay 1ap tikc - dinh ca tai, nhw ti€ng coi



xe ctru thwong & khodng cach gan vay. Toi bit tai lai, tregt chan trén mot
cudn phao ctru sinh, nga sdp mat xuéng san.

Vét sdng trang nhap nhdy mwdi TAn mdi gidy, khién nhitng ctt dong clia
toi nhw trong canh quay chdm ky cuc. T6i dung lai chi da d€ 18y to’ Playboy
- t6i khong roi noi ddy ma khong ¢6 to tap chi dau - roi toi lai khip khiéng
di vé phan sau ctra tiém, bwdc sang nhirng chi€c mdy danh chir da bi pha
nat, 1at lai ma’y cai t ho so. Ti€ng bdo ddng rén vang khong ngung, toi
biét Am thanh loan khip khu dwdng Market. Bing qua phong trung bay
hang, t6i thdy chi€n thuat cta td6i da hi€éu nghiém. Cai mdy 64 ctia Mary
van con nguyén. Ca tiém Zelinsky bi ddp phd tan tanh, nhwng phong trung
bay hang va nhing chié€c mdy tinh & dd’y van con nguyén.

T6i nhdy l1€n cau thang va phéng qua co man nhirng chi€c thung. Ra
ngoai mai, ti€ng bdo dong diu hon mdt chut, nhung lai ¢6 ti€ng bdo dong
m&i chong 1én bdo dong cii - ti€ng xe canh sat tuén tra dang dén. Chot
canh sat Wetbridge cdch noi nay chi bon toa nha, ho d&n ddy chic chi vai
gidy chir khong dén vai phut.

T6i chay qua cdac mdi nha. Bon né da d€ tim van lam cau vao vi tri.
Tyler dang & trén madi ctia nha hang Twdng quin Tso, Clark thi dang voi
bing qua vuc thim. Rene va Alf dang & trén mdi cira hang xe dap doi dén
lrgt. Rene ném cdi tdi vai du sang cdi ranh, cdi thir nhat, r'oi cai th hai.
Hai cdi tdi va vao mai nha hang Tuwdng quan Tso, d6 dac bén trong vang ra,
mé bat Itra va bao thudc 14 virong vai khip noi. Schwarzenegger gép thém
vao ti€ng bao dong bing tiéng sta dién cudng.

“Nhanh 1€n!” Tyler thét 1€n.

Rene burrde hai biede 1én chi€c ciu. Thanh gd cong vong dwdi sirc ning

cla ga, roi gay doi. Ga roi xudng dwdi, bi€n mat vao trong bong t6i, giong



nhw vién dd mat hit duedi gi€ng sau. Lat sau, gitra nhirng ti€ng bdo dong,

toi nghe ti€ng hét tha't thanh va ti€hg miéng gd gay nat.
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Sau khi chuyp hinh va 12y van tay, t6i dwoc Tack dwa dé€n bot dién thoai
ro1 dwa hai mwoi ldm xu. “Goi nhanh”, 6ng noi.

Tay to1 da bi cong, t61 suyt lam roii dong xu khi nhét n6 vao khe. Toi goi
dén siéu thi, s&€p clia me t6i, 6ng Nanatte, trd 101 dién thoai: “Food World
xin nghe.”

Ong &y c6 v& nhw bi 1am phién - éng &y ldc ndo ciing thé - nén toi mat
hét can dam r'6i gac dién thoai.

“Sao th&?” Tack héi.

“Chéu khong can goi dién.”

Ong ta thé dai, 14y trong tdi ra mot xu nira. “Phéi ¢6 ai d6 chir. Ong noi?
Hay chu bac gi cling dworc.”

Tbi 14c dau: “Chau sé ndi tat cd moi chuyén xay ra. Chdu khong cén ai

gidp ca.”



Toi di c& ging giai thich sy tinh k& tir lc ho gidp t6i leo xudng khdi
méi nha. Nhwng mdi khi t6i ¢d” ging chirng minh minh v6 tdi, Tack bo toi
doi da. “Ching ta s€ 187y lovi khai thém ti nira”, 6ng ta néi. “Moi thir lubén c6
quy trinh.”

T6i hy vong né€u t6i thuit lai cu chuyén ttr goc nhin ctia minh, t6i s€ ¢6
co hdi dwore Ve nha trirde khi me tan ca. Toi khong trom cip hay pha phach
gi ca. Alf va Clark ciling th&" Toi duy nhdt cia ma’y dira t6i 1a mua to’ tap
chi ngwoi 1on kia, véi hinh Vanna White trén trang bia, ai trach bon toi
ch? Nhirng thir khéc thi ¢6 th€ do tdi cho Tyler va Rene. Bon ho mai that
sir 12 k& xau, viéc ho bi bét 12 do tdi dii can ddm kich hoat bdo dong. Rene
dwoc dwa vao bénh vién trong xe ctru thwong. Nhitng ngwoi con lai trong
chuing t6i thi bi gidi d€n don trong nhirng chi€c xe khac nhau, bi giam &
nhitng phong khac nhau. Pau 6c¢ t6i cr quay mong mong, tdp dwgt ciu
chuyén ma t6i doii lwot d€ ke cho Tack nghe.

Nhung khi cdnh ctra mé ra, ddy 1a hai ga khéc, trong vé binh thwong.
Ho nhin cha ¢6 vé nhirng tay codm dang s¢’ chit nao. Mét ngwoi méc 4o nit
len Giants, ngwoi kia mic do khoac Members Only. Ho ¢6 mui thudc 14 va
nhin nhwr vira budc ra khdi quan bar nao d6 & T.G.I. Friday’s. G& mac 4o

(13

Giants dang n6i d& chuyén, chd thém nhin tdi: “... xe cla tdi van con &
bénh vién nén Pudding ndi la s€ dwa t61 vé. Bon td1 d€n d6 va luc d6 mudn
roi, da qua nira dém.”

“Pay la bénh vién Lincoln?”

“Piing thé, ngay tai s& 27. Noi ndy ving tanh. Chiéc Mustang clia tdi 12
chi€c 0 td duy nha't trong cdi bai thénh thang nay. Khi Pudding diu sat bén,
toi tha’y c6 gi d6 trén mui xe. M6t lo thuy tinh nhd. Giéng nhw lo dwng thirc
an cho tré vy, anh biét chx?”

“Trén xe a?”’



“Ping vay. Mot 1o dwng thirc an tré em trén mui xe. Nén t6i di ra khoi
xe cua Pudding, d€n d€ chuyén cai lo di, th&” anh biét trong d6 c6 gi
khong?”

Ga 40 Members Only nhin hi hirng: “T6i doan da'y khong phai la thirc
an tré em ding khong?”

“Anh néi ding, dd’'y khong phai thirc an tré em.”

“Qi, khong.”

“Phén ché. Nhirng cuc phan ché nho xiu. Giong nhw 19 6 liu den vay.”

“Trén mui xe ciia anh a?”

“Ngay trén mui xe chét ti€t Mustang cta t6i.”

“Chua o1i! Th& thi ky quic chd nao?”

“Lién quan gi dén ky quac! Ai d6 da dat cai lo & da’y ¢6 muc dich. Ho
da gom phan chd, dé€ vao trong lo, chuyén céi 1o thealng dén bénh vién, roi
dat n6 trén mui xe Mustang cua t6i.”

“Kincaid a?”

“N6 c6 trong sO den ctia toi roi. N6 va tén khon Art Wong &y. Ngay mai
toi s€ dem cdi lo d&€n phong kham nghiém, d€ xem McConnell cé 18y dwoc
van tay khong.”

Ong &y k& chuyén r'di quay sang nhin t6i. Ong 4y cdm mét ly Dixie ddy
nwde roi dwa cho toi. T6i udng ngay 14p tirc.

“Cam on chu”, t61 noi.

“La Billy hay Will?” Ong &y héi.

“Ha?”

“Ban cua chdu goi chdu la Billy, con Zelinsky thi goi 1a Will. Vay tén

chau la sao?”



“Billy a”, t6i noi.

“Puore roi, Billy. Chi 1a tham t¢ Gagliano nhwng chau c6 the goi chi 1a
Dante. Bon chi ciling tinh co ¢6 mat & day. Pay la anh ban Hooper cta
cha.”

Hooper chao t6i bing cach gio’ hai ngén tay, roi 6ng déng ctra lai, ng'di
xudng gh&, kéo vanh nén ludi trai qua mit gidng nhw chuah bi chop mét
vay.

“MAy chau bj ddp khd thd bao day”, Dante néi, chi vét cit trén tran toi.
“Cé6 dau khong?”

“Khong dau 18m.”

“Uong thém nuwdc khong?”

“Khong, cdm on cha.”

“Chéc khdng? Ch4u udng ly dau nhanh 18m day.”

T6i van con khét kho. “Chdu On”, tdi néi. “Cadm on chid.”

Ong giy ra tiéng lao xao khi nhac cdi ly 1én va roi cin phong d€ quay
lai cdi mdy nwée lanh. Ong &y di r6i, Hooper nhim mét va thé mot hoi dai
va sau. Toi chot nhan ra t6i bi€t dng & cira tiém, that ra 1a ca hai ngwoi. Ho
nam trong nhém nhitng canh sit lui t&i ctra tiém Zelinsky ngly ngay d&
nhan bdo bi€u hay tin déc voi Zelinsky vé doi Yankee.

Dante tré lai v&i cdc nwde thi hai va téi udng ngay.

“Nira khong?” Ong &y hoi.

“N6 &n r6i!” Hooper néi. Ong ta nhin t6i v&i danh nhin v vong, phién
nao. R6i 6ng &y néi: “Chd muén vé nha trwd'c binh minh, n€u cac cdu thay
on.”

“Xin 16i”, Dante n6i. “Pwgc roi, bat dau di.”



Ong ng'di & cdi gh& thi ba va lap tirc lai nhdm 1én. “Trdi, chi quén mat.
Ch nghi cdi nay ctia chau.” Ong 147y t& Playboy cudn tron lai ti tii sau ra.
“Chau lam ro1 trong xe nay.”

“Vanna phai khong?” Hooper hdi, nhom diy va giat 18y to tap chi.
“Howard Stern da n6i vé may tdm hinh nay may tuan roi. Cau ta noi
chiing nhin l4c ci méat.”

“Vay céu xem di”, Dante n6i. “Con do¢i cdi quai gi nra?”

Hooper dat to tap chi & gitra ban, noi ma tat ca ching td6i déu co thé
nhin thay. Ong ta ngan ngtr mot liic, diia bon v&i chiing t6i. R6i 6ng Ay 1at
phan hinh dnh va c6 &y xudt hién, ngwoi tinh cla nwéc My dang ding
tredre cdi td lanh dang mé trong bo @6 16t den. C6 Ay dang nhin vao may
anh va cuoi bén I1€n, giong nhw ca ba ngwoi ching toi dot nhap vao can hd
va khi€n ¢6 &y ba't ngo’ vay. Hooper lat ti€p cac trang va bo d6 roi rung
d4n, Vanna lan trén giwong, thi thAm vao chi€c dién thoai va choc gheo con
meo con. Du t6i dang ng6i trong d6n canh sat ldc ba gior sang, nhirng birc
anh Ay van khién ti ngat thé. Dl bao chuyén ric rdi bam 18y toi, thiét
nghi diéu nay van xitng ddng 14m chit.

“Chu khong biét may dira thd’y sao”, Dante néi, “nhung chd goi day la
mot phép mau. Pat gwong mat &y 1én co th€ y? Thém do6i chan nra? Va
vong ba &y nira? Khong c6 tr nglr nao dién ta dwore. That vi diéu.”

“T6i c6 the ddn méit vio may birc hinh nay ca dém”, Hooper tdn thanh,
roi quay sang toi. “Nhung thit khong may la...”

“Phai”, Dante thé dai. “Vao viéc thoi.” Ong nang to tap chi, hon gi6, roi
dit n6 phia kia cia ban. “D& em 4y & ddy cho may mén di. Chdu 13y t& nay
khi v€ nhé.”

“Da dwoc”, t6i noi, ¢ cam gidc kha 1én trong thdy. Hai ngwoi nay

khong phédi may tay di€u tra vi€én ngau va bam tro'n nhw t6i da xem trong



phim nhw Dirty Harry hay Cobra. Trai lai, ho gid'ng nhw nhirng tham t& vui
vé, thodi mai ma t6i hay xem trén ti vi. Ho gidng hét nhan vat trong phim
Magnum, PI.

Hooper 18y trong tdi ra chi€c may thu am co bang cat-sét. “S€p muodn
chiing ta Iam moi thir ding thu tuc”, 6ng ta gidi thich. “Mong chau khong
phién.” Ong ta nhan niit thu 4m trén thiét bi d6 va dit né & gitta ban. “Chéu
mudn goi cho me T4n nita trede khi chiing ta bat dau khong?”

Tbi 1ic dau: “Khong sao dau chd.”

“Thé& con ai khac chdu muén goi khéng? Chi nghi chdu nén cé nguoi
16'n k& bén cho cudc tro chuyén nay.”

“Khong, chau khong sao dau. Chau chi muén k& chuyén gi da xay ra
thoi.”

Dante bdo tdi ghi rd ho tén, dia chi va ngay thang nim sinh. “T&t 1dm”,
ong ta néi. “Chau lam t6't dd’y Billy. Bon chid da néi chuyén voi Alfred va
Clark trwdc roi nén bon chi ciing bi€t kha rd nhirng gi da xdy ra. Nhung
chii mudn nghe tir phia chau. Bt dau tir lic xud't phat va ding d€ sét gi
da’y. Tha la ¢6 nhi€u chi ti€t hon 1a khong dwoc 1a bao, thé’ nhé?”

T6i da tdp dwot cau chuyén cta toi ra't nhi€u Ian nén t6i noéi rat troi
chdy. Téi giai thich ring ching tdi chi d&n vi may tAm anh cfia Vanna
White thoi, rang chiing t6i 1én k& hoach nguy trang nhrr may con ma ninja,
nhung Tyler va Rene da phd hity moi thit. Dante chiim chi 1ing nghe nhung
Hooper lai d€ vanh mii ludi trai che khud't d6i mét, t6i ¢6 ring ong &'y dang
ngi. To6i két thiic cAu chuyén bang cich mo ti cudc tron thodt khoi tiém
Zelinsky va thanh gb gy doi. R'6i toi hoi Rene ¢6 sao khong.

“Pang & khu cham s6c¢ dac biét”, Dante néi. “Bi gay lwng.”

“C6 nghiém trong 14m khong a?”



Tb6i khong biét tai sao minh lai néi vay. Toi biét ring gy lwng thi khong
h€ nhe.

“U’, khd nghiém trong d’y.”

Hooper ngdi ddy, chinh lai cdi mii: “Nghe nay, chi sdp xong roi. Chi
chi c¢an xac dinh thém vai chi tié€t ntra thoi.”

“De'10 s€p c6 hdi”, Dante thém vao.

“Vang”, toi n6i. “Chau hieu ma.”

“Cau hoi dau tién”, Hooper néi. “Lam sao chdu cé dwoee cdi ma bdo
dong?”

“Chéu tha'y Mary bam né.”

“Mary Zelinsky?”

“Dung vay.”

“Lam sao nhoc bi€t co bé?”

“Co 2y la ban chau.”

“Hai dra bi€t nhau bao 1au r'6i?”

“Chéc 12 ba tuan a.”

“Chéu gdp co6 bé thé¢' nao?”

“Trong ctra tiém a.”

“Sao chdu lai vao ti€ém day?”

“Chéau mua vai thir.”

Hooper dwa tay vao tdi sau va 18y ra tap ghi chi nhé. T6i nhan ra né ¢6
trong ctra hang, né 1a mot loai sO tay cé day tua xung quanh c& vira 1ong
ban tay. Zelinsky dat né gan quay thu tién voi gid hai mwoi 1dm xu mot
cudn. “Chu sé doc nhirng gi cau ban Alf cia chau ke cho chi”, Hooper néi.

“Néi cho chii biét diéu nay liéu c6 ding: ‘Tyler néi ring mot dira trong bon



chédu phai gan giii Mary d€’ 18y ma bao dong. Ve van, dwa di xem phim, hon
cO bé. Tyler mu6n Clark lam chuyén d6, nhung Clark khong dong y. N6
nghi 1am nhw th&' 14 qua x4u xa. Nhung Billy néi ring d€ né 1am. N6 bao né
s€ ngot ngao v&i c6 bé. N6 ndi néd s€ quat toi bén dén khi con bé mé mom
ra n&u bit budc nhu vay.””

“Chau khong c6 y d6”, toi noi.

“Nhwng chédu da néi thé”?” Hooper hoi.

“Bon chdu chi toan néi ma’y thir v& van th6i.”

“Ch4u c6 ve van con bé khong?”

“Khong.”

“Th€ c6 di xem phim khong?”

“A, c6... nhung d6 1a c6 &y ra chdu.”

“C6 hon nhau chwa?”

“Mot Tan”, t6i thd nhan.

“PE 18’y cai ma”, Hooper ti€p tuc.

“Khong”, to1 noi.

“Thé thi tai sao?”

Tbdi chi biét cAim miit nhin vio dAu gdi minh. T6i khong biét phai tra 1o
thé” nao ntra.

“Chau c6 thich c6 gai d6 khong? Ki€u nhw muén lam ban trai ay?”

T6i nghi dé€n canh Mary xua dudi t6i. Bi€u cam trén gwong mat co ay
th& hién nhw liic cd &y néi rang 6 chi’ xem cdu la ban. Sy b& bang van con
nguyén ven nhw vét thwong chwa kin miéng. Toi s€ chaamg k€ cho ai chuyén
dém dé, dé 1a bi mat s€ theo t61 xudng mo.

“Khong”, to1 ndi, giong nhw 1a ¥ di€n ro nao do.



“Thé& tai sao lai hon con bé?”

“Chéu khong bi€t nwra.”

“A, th& thi chiing ta hi€u r6i”, Dante cit ngang. “Chdu dang tréu diia con
bé miim mim d6, ding khéng?” T6i khéng phd nhian nén 6ng Ay ck tiép
tuc: “Khi chu con hoc trung hoc, c6 mot co gai - Alice By, bon chu goi ¢6
nang nhw thé". To khing! Nhin nhw con trau nwdc vay. Bon chi ting bd loai
banh quy cho ché Milk-Bone trong td d6 ctia ¢d nang. Khong phai la c6 y
xau gi! Bon chd khong mu6n khi€n cd nang bi ton thwong. Bon chui lam
voi moi nguoi, hi€u chr? Chi d€ vui thoi.”

Cau chuyén nay t6i nghe chd vui teo ndo - that ra 12 r't tan nhin - nhung
t0i cling git dau thoi. Dante va Hooper van to ra t& t& nén néu tdi khong
d6ng y thi c6 vé tho 15.

“Chung ta phai ghi am cau trd 1o nay”, Hooper giai thich. “Chu biét
nhirng cAu hdi nay dé gdy bdi r6i da'y nhung chdu phdi trd 1o that thanh
thwc. Chéu c6 thich c6 bé d6 khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé& chdu c6 thu hit ¢6 bé khong? Hay ting bi thu hit? Chdu c6 nghi
ring c6 bé d6 that xinh dep khong?”’

“Khong.”

“Thanh that di, Billy.”

“Khong.”

“Thé tai sao lai hon cd bé?”

T6i khong the' ndi that dwge. Toi khdng bao gior néi véi ba't ky ai sy that
nay. That quéa bé mat.

“Chau lam vay la vi cdi ma thoi”, toi néi. “Chau mudn lwra c6 'y d€' 18y

cal ma.”



“Choi dua thoi”, Hooper noi.

“Nhwng chdu khong mudn phd nat noi d6. Ta't cd 1a do Tyler va Rene.”

Ho da dirng ling nghe t6i néi. Hooper nhan niit “Dirng” trén mdy thu
cat-sét va dem né khoi cdi ban. Dante mo ctra. Hooper theo Ong Ay ra
ngoai.

“Chéu di dwoc chwa?” Toi goi véi theo ho. Toi dodn troi sap rang roi va
to6i lo 1dng mong dwoc vé nha trirde khi me tdi tan ca. Tdi van nghi n&u toi
nhanh chan, me t61 sé chealng bi€t dau dudi cau chuyén. “Chau phai doii bao
lau nwra?”

Hooper quay Iwng lai nhin t6i, thai d6 ctia 6ng %y thay doi hoan toan.
Ong khong con ludém thudm, khong con loang choang ga git nga nita. Doi
mét sdng quic, bdng 6ng tré thanh ngwdi cla cdng viec. “Diéu dé tuy
thudc vao thdm phdn”, 6ng néi. “Ching t6i dang néi vé trom cép, pha hoai
va dot nhap, pha phach, hiy hoai tai sdn ctia ngwoi khac. Ta dodn 1a ba
thang, nhung thyc ra... ta mong la 1au hon.”

“Hon ba thang cho chau a? Chu gian chdu a?”

Dante ti€h vé phia toi, redn vé phia cdi ban, tay dap nat chiéc ly. Ong
ay & kha gan, tdi ¢6 the ngii dwore mui ca phé trong hoi thd cua 6ng Ay toi
tha'y dwgre md hoi chiy xudng ham ria mép ciia 6ng nira. “Thing bén tién
nao cling c6 th€ vung xa beng dap may danh chir. D6 1a ly do ctra tiém mua
bao hi€m. Nhwng khéng c¢6 bao hi€m nao cho hanh dong clia may voi gia
dinh d6 ca. Ho s€ phdi song v&i ndi ma't mat nay hét phan doi con lai. Pic
biét 1a chdu gai tao. May bi€t me con bé ma't hai ndm tredc khong? Vi ung
thw da day. May bi€t cam gidc nhin me may chét di vi ung thw da day, biét
khong ha thang ngu kia?”

Pau gdi toi bat dau run rdy: “Chdu mudn goi cho me.”

“Gior me may chang lam gidp gi dwoc may nira r'6i”, Dante noi.



Hooper cam cdi mdy ghi am 1€n: “May xong doi r'oi.”

Ho roi can phong va khoa cira lai.
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Pém do t61 c& doii Dante va Hooper quay lai, nhwng toi chealng tha’y ho
ntra. Toi & trong phong mot minh véi Vanna White.

Cudi cung ciing chi co mot minh.

T6i 14t dp cudn tap chi. Téi woe gi Dante da bd nd lai phia sau xe tuén
tiéu. Gio’ thi td6i méic ket & diy v&i né, to6i khong thé€ virt né dwoc. Céi
budng giam nhd hep ndy ching c6 chd trdn. Toi ditng day dem to tap chi
1én gh€” va ng6i 1€n no.

Sau khi tdi ng'di d&n pho phac ngudi, toi di khip budng giam. T6i biét
to1 gap ric 161 1on r'oi, téi dd khién moi chuyén t€ hon vi n6i d6i. Nhung
lam sao t6i ¢4 thé€ ndi sy that dwoe! Toi con chzamg hi€u ban than minh, toi
khong bié€t phai giai thich thé nao. Téi vwra thich vira ghét Mary. Co aYy la
nguwoi tuyét nha't ma toi tieng gip, ¢O Ay cling that nhin tAm khi day toi vao

bwdc dwong nay. T6i cam thay that t6i t&€ vi nhitng diéu da lam, nhung



cling tha’y ha hé vi da tim cach ném ton thwong lai cho ¢6 ta. Nhirng cam
gidc nay ctr dan xen nhau nhw s¢i diy r6i vdy khdng cach nao thiao go&
duorc.

Cudi cung, t6i qua mét mdi dén mirc ngd dau 1én ban va (thit ngac
nhi€n) t6i ngu thi€p di. T6i khong nghe ti€ng cua Tack khi 6ng ta mé cira,
toi khong bi€t c6 ai trong phong cho dén khi cam tha’y tay ctia Tack dat trén
vai, lay toi day.

Tdi m& mét va Zelinsky dirng cach tdi chi chwa day mot budre. Mit 6ng
2y dinh dap m6 hoi, tinh mach trén tran 6ng dang rung dap loan xa. To1 da
lim vao con 4c mong. T6i nga leng vé sau, nhung cdi ghé€ bi ghim vao san
roi, n6 khong dich chuyén.

Giong 6ng run run. “Ta mudn cudn bang”, dng ta néi. “N6 khong cod
trong may phat. Cling khéng c6 trong ctra hang. May dira ban may khong
gitt n6 nén chic may biét rd né dang & dau.”

To61 nhén ra 6ng &y mudn noéi d€n cudn bang cat-sét - Nhirng tinh khiic
dwworc yéu thich nhat thdp nién 80. Toi quén mat 12 nd van con trong tui.
“Chau gitr n6 lai cho chd”, t6i giai thich. “Chau thdy Tyler di dé€n cai may
phat nén chdu da chop 18y n6.” T6i d€ cudn bang trén ban va Zelinsky 18y
né di, xem xét ki cang, ddm bdo moi thir con nguyén. Trong mdt khic, dng
ay c6 vé diu di vi nét chwr vi€t tay mém mai duyén dang cta vor 6ng: Em
biét anh yéu em ma, phdi khong? * Em bién gidc mo cua anh thanh hién
thiee.

R'01 Ong 2y quay sang Tack.

“Hay lam diéu t6i té nhat v&i né”, 6ng &y ndi. “Budc né bat ¢ tdi nao
ma cac anh c6. Pwa né dé€n noi nao dé khing khi€p ay.”

Tack trd 101 voi giong tram: “Néu ching t6i budc toi Billy thi sé€ budc

tdi ta't ca bon ching. Ching t6i khong the truy ai chju trach nhiém dwore.”



“Nhwng cac anh bi€t n6 phai chiu trach nhiém”, Zelinsky ndi.

“Chuyén do6 d€'toa quyét dinh”, Tack ndi.

T6i nhin ra Zelinsky chwa biét hét toan bd ciu chuyén. Ong &y chuwa
nghe céu chuyén tw phia t6i. Theo cach nao d6 6ng &y nghi tdi da can du.

“Chau khong dap pha gi ¢d”, toi noi.

“Im d1”, Tack noi.

“Chau cheamg trdm gi ca. La nhirng tén kia...”

“Im di”, Tack 14p lai. “Khdng dwgrc ndi gi ca.”

“Nhung chau khong c6 dinh déng...”

Do6i mit dd ngéu cia Zelinsky chia vé phia toi. Ong &'y d bj lay day va
ra khoi nha vao gitta dém, 6ng 4y van con dang mic 4o ngl. Quanh ¢d la
soi day bac, chiéc nhin cudi xinh xin ctia nir gidi mic dwdi soi diy nhuw
cai bua hd ménh.

“May hoan toan phai chiu trach nhi€ém”, 6ng &y néi. “Tat ca la do may.
May d€ bon nd vao ctra tiém cua tao.”

“Chéu xin 16i”, t6i n6i. “Chdu xin 10i vi ta't ca.”

“May chi xin 16i vi may bj bit thoi”, Zelinsky néi. “Ho néi tao nghe ta't
ca roi. Cach bon may 1én k& hoach moi thir. Lira con Mary dwa cdi ma ra.
Tao thwra nhan may da qua mat dwoc tao. Hai cha con tao déu bi lira. May
the hién kha thuyét phuc da’y. Nhirng may dau h€é biét diéu nay: Mary dang
lra may da’y. Ca quéang thoi gian qua. May dan qua nén khong nhén ra.”

Ong &y néi v&i nét mit thda thué, nhw the theo cdch nao d6 - sau dém
dai ding dic nay - 6ng &'y bd di v&i ti€ng cudi vang.

“Chau khong hi€u”, toi ndi.

“Tao bi€t may khong hi€u”, 6ng &y néi. “May s€ khong bao gio’ hi€u

dwoc.”



T61 mudn hoi y 6ng &y 1a gi, nhung 6ng &y da di roi. Tack di theo 6ng
A’y ra ngodi va déng ctra lai. Moi thi ching hop 1y gi cd. Mary da lira toi
tredre gior sao? Sao 6ng Ay lai chi d6 trén dau t6i? Con ga trom bat ltra va
thudc 14 thi sao? Céi té€n ddp nat ma’y cdi may danh chw nwra?

T6i khong c6 thoi gian d€ nghi van vo. Tack quay lai phong chi vai phut
sau d6, Tan nay di cling v&i 6ng ta 1a me tdi. Ba miic dong phuc tring clia
Food World, ba con dang nim mé khin gidy. Mit va ¢d me dd tng vét t&
ong, hinh nhw ba bi di tng.

“Sao me tim dwoc con?” To61 héi.

“Canh sat Blaszkiewicz goi cho me”, ba néi. Ma't mot ldc té6i m&i nhan
ra ba mudn néi d&n Tackleberry. “Ong &y bdo con qud s nén khong tw goi
cho me dwoc.”

“Pung day”, Tack ndi. “Pwa c0 tay ra.”

T61 chia canh tay ra, 6ng &y thdo cdi cong.

Me thé that sau: “Ong Zelinsky s& khong khéi kién. T4t ca bon con.”
Me thi tham, nhw me s’ s€ ndi ra diéu gi dé xui xéo.

“V&i hai diéu kién”, Tack thém vao. “Mot, may khong dwge lai vang
gan ctra tiém. Khong dwgc dé€n nha hang Twdng quin Tso, nha ga, rap
phim gi ci. N&u tao thd'y may & dau dé trén dwong Market, tao s& bit va
mang may tré lai day.”

“Puore thoi”, toi noi.

“Tao mudn may phai néi ra”, Tack khiing khing. “Nhin vio mit tao va
noi 1om 1én.”

Tdi nhin vao mét dng ta roi ndi I1on: “Chau sé tranh xa dwong Market.”

“Hai, tranh xa Mary ra. Khong dwgc goi, ndi chuyén v&i con bé. Néu

may tha’y con bé & khu mua sim Wetbridge, may phai quay hwéng khac va



chay di, hieu khong?”

“Ch4u mudn xin 16i”, tdi ndi.

“O, that d& thwong ma”, Tack néi. “Bdng dwng may quan tim dén cam
nhan ctia con bé &y a? O, dep di. May khong dwoc xin 18i xin liec gi hét.
May lam phi€n né vay la du r'oi. Bi€n di va dua bon con bé khic ay.”

“Chdu n6 hi€u ma”, me t6i ndi, dit ban tay cirng cap 1én khuyu tay toi.
“N6i voi 6ng &y di, Billy.”

T6i ngé xudng nhin tay me, vét swng tdy doc theo canh tay. T6i cam
nhin dworc ca sirc nidng clia me dang triu 1én ngwoi toi, nhw the ba sip nga
quy.

“Chdu s€ tranh xa Mary”, t6i dong y. “S€ khdng ndéi chuyén voi cod Ay
nwa.”

Hai me con t6i rori @6n ldc binh minh. Khu dwong Market véng tanh. Xa
phia dwong chén troi, mat troi dang nhod 1€n sau nha ga, rai 1én nén troi day
anh h'ong pha cam. Khong thad’y bong diang ctia Alf, Clark hay ba me bon né
dau ca. Téi mudn hdi vé bon né nhung chealng dam noi 1ol nao. To6i im lang
buwdc vao xe.

Me khoc su6t dwong vé nha. Nita dwong dén dai 16 Baltic, me buon
dén mirc phai dung xe lai bén dwong. Toi néi minh hd'i 16i thi ba déanh vao
tay toi bing cai vi ctia ba.

Ching t6i vao nha, me bét tdi ng'di trén ghé’. T6i néi té6i mudn di ngd.
“Chung ta chwa xong dau”, me néi. “Con va me, chung ta con chwa noi
chuyén ma.”

T6i ng'6i trén ghé&”. Me ngdi phia d6i dién v&i hdop khan gidy, hit mot hoi
sau. “Khi canh sat Blaszkiewicz goi cho me tai ctra hang, me khong tin. Me
nghi 6ng ta dang néi vé mdt Billy Marvin nao khdc. Mot thing nhéc nao

khdac tring tén voi con. Trén dwong dé€n don canh sat, me da dwng lai nha



minh. Me tin ring me s& tim thdy con dang ngl trén giwdng. Nhung me
vao phong va con khong cé trong d6. Giwong con tréng tron. R6i me thay
moi viéc thé nay.”

Me m¢& vi va 18y ra mot to gid'y ké. Toi nhan ra né tw sang hom trudc,
chic ca triéu nim trwede. C6 18 tdi da d& né trén ban triedre khi chay dén khu
mua sim. Trén d6 toan 1a cht CON QUY MAP va CON QUY MAP
KHON KIEP viét nguéch ngoac. T6i con khong nhén ra d6 13 chit ciia minh
nua.

“Pay khong phai 1a cudc sdng me mudn cho ching ta”, me ndi. “Me
wdc me c6 nhiéu tién hon. Me wde me ¢6 viée gi d6 tdt hon. Quy tha ma
bit, me wdc bd con chura tirng o bd chiing ta. Nhung me khong than phién
gi, Billy a, con bié€t vi sao khong? Vi nhiéu nguoi con gdp hoan canh té
hon ntra. Ching ta dang s6ng day. Ching ta dang khdoe manh, ching ta lanh
ldn, ching ta buwon chadi dwoe. Biéu khién me c6 the ti€p tuc s6ng la con.
Di€m s6" cta con khi€n me phat dién 1én dwoe, con con thi cir phung phi
tiém nang clia ban than, nhwng me ludn bi€t con la dira tré ngoan td't bung,
diéu d6 khién me an tim.” Me nhin to’ gid’y [an ntra - con quy mdp, con quy
mdp khon kiép. “Nhung gio me biét 1a me chfmg hiéu gi vé con ca.” Gigng
me v& vun, ba dp mit vio doi ban tay, nitc né, thd dirt quing, nwdc mét 1in
trén ma. “Me d6n mwng con bé &y vao nha minh. Con bi€n me thanh mot
phan k& hoach kinh khiing nay cua con. Sao con lam thé¢” dwoc?”

C6 ra't nhiéu thir ma mot thing bé tudi méi Ién s& khong k& cho me né
nghe. Khi 1on 1én, ching ta cang muén gite lai cang ldc cang nhiéu thw,
nhirng thtr qud khé gidi bay hodc qua ngwong ngung d€ thG 16. Ching ta
lam vay d€ bao vé me minh cling nhw chinh ban than minh, vi cung ddi
dién v&i ching - hdu hét nhirng suy nghi cda ching ta 1a khong thé twdng

twong dworc.



Sang hom d6 1a Tan cudi cung t6i thanh that véi me vé moi thie. T6i néi
sudt cd gior d6ng h'6. Téi néi voi ba ta't ca. That khé d€ néi sy that, nhung
moi chi tiét dwong nhw khién ba twoi tinh lai, k€ ca nhing diéu khé néi
nha't. Nha't 1a nhieng th khé néi &y. Toi gan nhw then chin ngwoi khi phai
thd nhan mot vai chuyén, nhung t6i cang ndi thi tréng me cang c¢é vé nhe
ngwoi. Me ngng khéc, bd khin gid’y xudng, nhirng vét dd cling tw t bién
ma't khoi ¢ ba. Loi gidi thich cua t6i ¢ 1€ da kha thau sudt vi me khong
cét ngang d€ hdi han ciu ndo. Me chi ng6i, 1ing nghe va gat dau cho dén
khi t6i ndi xong.

R0i bdng nhién me dirng bat ddy, di vao nha bép. Ba quay lai lién sau
d6 v&i cdi khan mat, mot bat nwdc &m va ca bd so’ ciru thwong. Me ngoi
canh t6i trén sofa, chan cdi khan Ién tran t6i, m¢& chai nwdc oxy gia. “Veét
cit nay ghé qu4”, me ndi, t6i nhan ra minh quén ma't vét cit trén tran. “Con
nhdm mat chit di, dwoc khong? Ng'oi lui lai.”

Me t6i c6 tay nghé bing bé nhitng vé&t throng thé ndy. Me thwong nhéc
t6i ring me ting mudn di hoc 1am y t4, trede khi toi ba't ngd bude vao
cudc doi ba. Me vd nhe cdi khin wdt vao trdn toi, toi rung minh vi con ndi
da gi. R'6i me thdi nhe viao vét thwong, xé cdi bing gac. “Chéc 1a me chi ¢
mot cau hdi”, me ndi. “Cé diéu me van chwa hicu dwoc.”

“Gi the¢'me?” T6i hdi.

“Sao con khong phai & trong nha giam nhi?” Me héi. “Sao Zelinsky lai

dée con di?”

N Pl

Sw that 1a, to61 khong biet gi ca.
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T6i ngt ca ngay Cha nhat. Khi toi thirc ddy, sang thr Hai, chi€c 64 cla
toi bién mat. O dia, ban phim, tay ¢Am, it ca trd choi va sdch, cd mé& day
dién - ta't ca da bi don sach.

Me t6i dang & trong b&p. Me chic budi sang tot lanh roi dwa cho toi
mot ly cam vit. T6i hdi ba vé chiéc mdy tinh, ba néi rang da dwa nd vao
muc HANG CAN BAN trén bdo. Tién ban d6 s& tra cho Zelinsky vé&i
nhtrng khoan ma bao hi€m khong chi tra. “Ching ta s€ ban hang ngoai san
nira. Pwoc xu nao hay xu dé. Lé ra me sé ban ca chiéc xe n€u me khong
can n6 d¢ di lam.”

Khi t6i roi nha d€ di hoc, Alf va Clark dang doi trén dwong. Alf ¢6 vai
vét baAm trén mit, né néi bd né da cho né mot tran trong bai dd xe ctia d6n
canh sét.

Toi xin 18i vi da kéo ddy bdo dong: “Tao khong mudn tui may bj bit.

Nhwng tao khdng thé’ d€ Tyler pha nat phong treng bay hang dwore.”



T6i nght Alf s€ noi déa nhwng né chi nhiin vai. “Cai cau dé s€ gay thoi,
dit may c6 kich bdo ddng hay khong”, né néi. “Tao chi mwng tao khong
phai 1a ngwoi dirng trén nd.”

“V&i lai, may 1a nguyén do Zelinsky khong khai kién”, Clark thém vao.
“Néu ong ta khong wa may dén vay, chic cd ddm da phadi ngdi béc lich
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roi.

Tbi 14c dau. “Khong phai Zelinsky bd vu kién vi tao dau.” Tdi vin nh&
loi 6ng &y trong d6n: Hay lam diéu toi té nhdt voi né. Budc bdt cik t6i nao
ma cdc anh co.

“Co6 1€ ong ta c¢6 1y do”, Alf néi. “Chd tao néi may khong the 13y bao
hiém n&u khong khéi kién.”

“Thi sao?”

“Nhw vay Ong ta sé& phai chi trd moi ton tha't bang tién tdi. D€ ching ta
tring 4n sé ton mot m& ciia Ong ta day. Sao ong ta lai 1am th& nhi?”

To6i thy twdng twong mirc phi chi trd cho tdt cd moi thir - nhirng cai ké
gay, kho hang tan nat - va t6i cam thay nhéi long nhw the phai quay lai d6n
canh sét vdy. “Tao khong biét”, tdi néi. T6i clr suy nghi vé quyét dinh cia
Zelinsky sudt cudi tudn, nhung van khong sao hi€u dworc.

Bon t6i 1én xe ro6i1 dap cham chdm doc theo dai 16 Baltic. Hang xém tr&
mét khi thdy bon t6i di qua, tin tirc V€ cudc phiéu lwu dai dot cta bon toi
lan nhanh, t6i phat hii truéc y dinh quay lai trweong. Toi hdi Alf rang nd
xoay X¢& v&i dam ban hoc va sd tién ma né ng’ bon ching thé nao.

“D6 1a tin t6't duy nhat”, né noi, lwdt d&n chd dirng d€ cho t6i xem ma'y
thir bén trong ba 16 cia nd. Bén trong 1a hang trim tdm hinh sao y bdng
lang, ta't ca kep ghim gon gang va twom tat. “Ba Gigi cta tao thady tdi
nghiép cho tao nén di d&n ctra hang 7-Eleven mua to’ Playboy cudi cung.

Tao khong biét ba dang bd thudc hay thye sy 1a dé thwong dén vay.”



Co 1€ Alf da giai quyét xong vu ng nan, nhung hom dau ti€n quay lai
tredng hoc d6i vdi bon toi that rdi rdm. Khi d&n phong hoc bd mon, toi
th&'y mot hinh anh tuc tiu cia Vanna White dwoc vE bang muc den trén ban
minh. My d®a con trai cwoi ‘Am 1én, mdm bon néd ckr tudn ra may tw
“BIEN THAI”, “KE THAT BAI” @4y khiéu khich. Pdm con gdi con t&
hon, ching c& quay lwng khinh bi tdi nhw th€ t6i dé€n treong ma giay dinh
day phan cho &y. Sau khi gan hoc xong trung hoc trong tinh trang v6 danh,
cudi cung to1 cung cd cdi tén cho minh.

Nguwoi duy nhdt dé cip thglng thn vu dot nhip la thay hiéu truedng
Hibble. Toi di qua khi 6ng &y dang ding ngoai vidn phong, va dng &y canh
cdo t6i phai “trdnh xa bon con géi ra”. Ong &y ndi hoc sinh ndo c6 tién 4n
tién sy s€ bi loai khdi chwong trinh thyc tdp cia Cosmex. “Canh cira dén
nha ti Yankee chi xoay mot chiéu”, 6ng ay n6i. “Tro cé nghe cau dé chwa?
Co6 hi€u y nghia ctia n6 khong?”

“Chéng ai mudn thué mot tén tdi pham?” Toi dodn.

“Chinh x4c!” L'4n ndy, thay Hibble c6 vé dé chju v&i toi. “Dung bd qua
co’ hoi nay, Billy. Thiy c6 th€ phét hién ra dira tré ngoan tir ding xa va thay
bi€t em la dira nhw thé".”

D6 1a cude ti€p xic gitra con ngwoi mang y nghia tich cye duy nhat toi
c6 ca ngay hom dé. Téi that ngac nhién va bi€t on, t6i xin dwgc ndi chuyén
riéng v&i thay trong van phong. “Tat nhién!” Théay ndi va to6i nghi thay
mudn toi ti€t 1§ vai thong tin bi mat vé cra ti€ém Zelinsky. Thay vao do, toi
di ra sau ban, mic lai mé day cdp sau mdy tinh ctia dong Ay, k&t ndi mdy in
v&i cOng qua & dia. R6i toi hwdng din thdy bAm phim F3, thay tr& mét
ngac nhién khi trang d4u tién cta danh ba treong hoc dwgrc in ra.

“Lam sao trd biét?” Ong Ay héi.

T6i nhin vai: “Chi vai meo thoi thay.”



“Gid'ng ban niing hon d&y, né€u nhw em hdi thay.” Thay Hibble nim 14y
tay tOi roi soi long ban tay. “Tro la mot thg’ stta mdy bam sinh ddy! Tay
lanh nghé 1dm! D6 goi 1a thién badm da’y Billy. Cosmex s& tin dung kha
nang &y cla tro vao cong viéc, thay dam bao the".”

T6i 1an tranh cdi td d6 ciia minh ca ngay vi s gap Tyler Bell. T6i s¢
ring hin dang 1&n k& hoach tra thui tdi. Nhung vao gio dn trua, Alf va Clark
néi ring t6i khdi phai lo. Tyler da bd hoc triede ky t6t nghiép ba tuan va gia
nh4p vao quin do6i. “Ho s& chuyén hin d&n Fort Benning*”, Alf gidi thich.
“Phai 1au 14m may mdi giip lai hin & quanh Wetbridge nay.”

Fort Benning 13 mdt trung tdm dao tao cta quan d6i My, nim & bién
gi¢i gitra bang Alabama va bang Georgia. D6 1a mét trong nhirng cin ctr
quén sy 1on nhat thé gioi.

Thé phao nhe nhdm, toi dn hét bira trra r'oi di d&€n chd ta d6. Khi mé
ctra td, toi tha'y mot cdi dia Maxell den dat trén mo d6 dac cda t6i. Toi
nhin ra né ngay. Nhan din ghi PHIEN BAN DU PHONG TRO CHOI
PHAO DAL, nét chi¥ chan phwong ciia Mary. Dém trude han chét cudc thi,
bon tdi da giri ban gd'c cho Rutgers va gitr lai ban sao & ctra tiém. Toi ki€m
tra quanh cdi dia xem c6 ghi chd gi khong, hay ki€u gidi thich nao do,
nhung ching ¢6 gi. Ri t6i nh¢ ra minh da 1am viéc véi ai va mang cdi dia
dén thu vién.

Chiéc may tinh cudi diy vAn chwa c6 ai ngdi, toi dwa chiéc dia vao va
tai ndi dung thw muc. Chi ¢6 hai tap tin, mét tap tin 1én 1a ban sao dy phong
ctia trd choi va mot tap tin nhd hon ghi tén TAM BIET. Téi taii TAM BIET
vé bd nh¢ r'oi go CHAY. Thoat tién, n6 hién thi gidng nhw cudc phiéu lwu

bang chit khdc, y hét hai tro choi ma Mary da gtti cho toi.

Ho néi cho minh biét cédu da lam gi, “Billy”.
Minh khbng tin d6 la sy th4t. Nhung ho néi céu da



thd nhan t4t cd, céu da gidi dap tat cd moi viéc.
Phdo dai cadm chi 1a cai cé.
Radical Planet la mot tro bip.

Ké hoach d6 nhdm danh lua cb bé map, khién bé

mdp 4y ngd rang minh xinh dep. O, minh phdi thua

nhan, né hiéu qud diy. C6 bé midp da bi choi kham.
Con trd nh@p nhay, ra hi€u cho t6i nhdp dong 1€nh.
>MINH XIN LOI

Nhwng t6i bi€t day chi 1a dong 1€nh v6 dung, du t6i cé go cdi gi vao thi
ciing khong c6 cdch ndo d€ thing hay bai trd choi nay. Nhidu dong chir tiép

tuc xua't hién trén man hinh.

Minh khéng tin dugc la minh da tin céu.

Minh k& cho cdu nhiéu thd ma minh chua ké cho ai
bao gio.

Cau c6 biét gi khéng, ga thién tai kia? Néu cau
héi minh cdi mda bdo ddéng, cé 1l& minh ciing néi cho
cau luén rdi. Minh ctng mudn néi cho céu biét ¥
nghia cda ndé la gi. 10-02 la sinh nh&t me minh nén
10-02 1a con sb may md&n c@a minh day.

Gio diéu d6 da tan v&, cung voi moi thu khac.

Mot Tan ntra, con trd ra hi€u cho t6i nhap dong 1énh, mot dong 1énh vo

dung ndo d6 khdc. L'an nay, toi khéng gd gi ca, chi nhan TRO VE.



Thé nén gid minh chi cdn quén di. b6 1la diéu
ngudi 16n hay bdo minh. “Pung cé tbén thdi gian
nghi vé thang ngéc d6.” Minh biét ho néi ddng.
Minh khéng biét lam sao minh cé thé sai 13m nhu
vay.

May cho minh 1a, khéng cé nhiéu thu gogi nhidc dén
cdu trong phong trung bay hang. Chi c¢6 vai ghi cha
va dia luu tru ma minh 43 bd di. Pay 1la ban sao du
phong cudi clung cda trd choi ma ching ta ciing nhau

~ ~ ? ~
lam. Minh chi mong moi 16i lam cé thé dé xdba bod.

Khi tdi doc, dong co’ trong & dia bit dAu xoay, am thanh quen thudc cé
nghia 1a may tinh dang tai thém dtr liéu. Nhung r'6i 0 dia tao ra am thanh go
1o - am thanh cua céi dia dwoe dinh dang lai va bi x6a sach. Toi 18y dia ra
va trd choi bi dirng bdi 161 DOS. Toi nghi tdi nhanh tay vira kip, nhung khi
ki€m tra lai thw muc, n6 tré nén trong rdng, khong c6 tip tin nao trong bd
nho.

Phdo dai cam da bién mat.
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Trwa hom do6, téi vEé 1op hoc quyét tdim lam lai moi thir. Sau nay khong
phdi 14p trinh mdy tinh, ti thong tha tdp trung vao diem s&. To6i quyét dinh
s€ k&t thic hoc ky v&i di€m s6 thit cao. Téi sé dirng dau trong ky thi cudi
ky va dwa cho me xem bang di€m dang d€ dinh 1én ta lanh. T6i dén 1op Pa
va sudi va ng'di mot chd hang d4u. Téi mé cudn vé, ghi ngay vao dau
trang. T6i tdp trung nghe cd Seidel gidng gidi vé nam loai dd hda sinh:
granite, diorite, gabbro, peridotite va pegmatite. Khoang mdt phit sau, toi
14t sang trang va bit dau viét thw cho Mary.

Toi 16i ctr bdm 18’y t0i va khién toi ma't tip trung. To6i khong the nging
nghi ngoi vé nhitng diéu toi da 1am - hay nhitng diéu Mary nghi rang t6i da
lam. T6i mudn c6 &y bi€t sw that. Phdo dai cdim khdong phai 1a céi co.
Radical Planet khong phai la tro bip. Moi thir 1a that, td't ca déu la that.

T6i danh ca budi chiéu ngdi trong 1op va trit tim tw 1én trang gid'y, thao

ra mdt 14 thw gii Mary. Toi nghi khong c6 bat ctr thi gi ¢6 the’ khé hon viét



ngdn nglr may, nhwng t6i da sai. L'an ntra va an nira, tdi vo tron to’ gid'y r'oi
bd cudc. Nhwng mdt Idc sau, t6i lai nghi vé Mary, roi toi lai ti€p tuc viét.

H6i chudng cudi ngay reo lic hai gio’ bdn mwoi 1dm, t0i van chwa hai
10ng v&i bire thwe, nhung né phai dd hay. Toi voi va vut ra khoi xudng gd va
phéng xudng sanh, lach qua nhitng hoc sinh dang ua ra khoi 1op hoc, x6
d4y 14n nhau, 1ii lvgt vé nha. Ai ciing mic “con s6t miia xuan”, nhwng van
con hai tudn hoc ntra. T6i c6 the€ cdam nhidn mirc ning lwong gia ting noi
sanh treong, mdt thir dp lyc tdng déan, gidng nhw ngdi treong nay khong
th€ chtra no1 bon t6i 1au hon nira.

T6i thd'y Ashley Applewhite déng tredc ta d6 cia c6 &y. Ashley
Applewhite, hoc sinh tiéu bi€u khd&i 16p chin, bau vat ctia Cau lac bd Key,
pho bién tap cua to bdo treong, con gai cla tredng giam sat va 1a hang xém
cta Mary Zelinsky. C6 &y dang tan déc v&i ba ban nir khac nhwng tha’y t6i
dén, bon ho ngwng néi chuyén.

“Cau muon gi?” Ashley hoi.

T6i dwa cai dia Phdo dai cdin: “Téi nhan duge tin nhin cda ciu roi.”

“La tro choi gi day”, c6 &y giai thich. “C4u nén dwa né vao mdy tinh
mé&i ding.” R6i c¢d Ay quay lai v&i ddm ban, budc toi phai cit ngang cau
chuyén cua ho.

“T6i bidt day 1a gi”, toi n6i. “Tdi mudn gt lai mot tin nhan.”

Téi chia 14 thu ra, mét to gid'y don 1é ma tdi gdp va dan chit lai. Ashley
giat ndy minh nhw to' gid’y nhiém phéng xa vay.

“Khong dwgc”, co &y noi. “Mary chﬁng mudn day dwa gi voi ciu.”

R'6i cd &y lai quay sang d4m ban, tdi lai cit ngang. “Lam on di”, tdi noi.
“N6 quan trong 14m.”

May co kia git gdng va thé dai. Ho gan nhu 12 ddm quy tdc & 16p chin

va toi dang thi thach sy kién nhin ctia ho. Ashley giat 18y 14 thw twr tay toi,



roi xé nd lam doi, lam tw, lam tdm, 1am muwoi sdu manh. CO ta ném tra
nhirng manh gid'y vao mat tdi, mdt ddm hoa gid’y vut bay qua dau va vai
t0i. BOng moi ngudi trong sanh chid y dén bon toi.

“Tranh xa cd &y ra”, c0 ta néi. “Mary khong muén nghe céu ndi gi ca,
khong bao gior. Néu cdu con cd dwa tor gid'y nao nira, téi s€ chuyén n6é dén

cho canh sat ngay 14p tirc.”
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Pém do, toi sdp x&p lai nhitng manh gidy roi chép thw vio mot to gidy
m&i tinh. R6i tdi dem né theo minh sudt may ngay c& ging nghi cich gt
cho Mary.

“La thu 2y viét gi?” Alf cir hoi toi.

“Khong phai chuyén ctia may”, tdi noi.

Lic nay da 1a mot tuAn sau khi toi bj bét, il ban hoc khong con tréu pha
bon t6i nira. Gior moi ngwoi chia sy chd y d€n ga 1¢p mwoi nao day tw
swong trong thw vién bang quyén K cta Bdch khoa toan thie thé gici. (“Tai
sao lai 12 quyén K?” AIf cir hoi trdng that 16n. “Trong cudn do ¢ chd nao
hay ho dau nhi?”)

T6i, Alf va Clark ng'6i bén cdi ban nhd phia sau cing tin, chén banh kep
thit bo va dong khoai tay chién. Chzamg al ng01 gan bon tdi trong vong sau

mét, giong nhur gen bién-thdi-tha't- bai ctia bon tdi 1ay lan ghé 14m. Tdi nhin



chim chim vao bi thw, xoay né vong vong, cd ging dong ndo gidi phap
thoat khoi tinh thé€ ti€n thodi lwong nan nay.

“Sao may khong gtti bang CompuServe cho con bé d6?” Clark héi. “Hay
lam cdi thw dién t& gi ay?”

“Me tao bdn cdi may roi”, téi nhéc né.

“Vay gui the thwong di”, né ndéi. “D€ tr6ng dia chi gwi lai r'oi gii dén
tiém &y.”

“B0 cO dy s€ chdn lai mat”’, to1 noi. “Tao mudn chic cu Mary nhan
dwoc.”

“Tai sao? Birc thu néi gi?” Alf hoi lai.

“Khdng phai chuyén clia may”, tdi nhic lai.

L4t sau, tdi méc sai IAm khi nhin quanh ciing tin, d&i tim quanh nhitng
ban bén d€ nho ai d6, bat cr ai cé the gidp t6i. Trong khi téi quay lwng lai,
Alf redn ngeoi qua cdi khay d6 an trwa cda toi va chdp 18y phong thw. T6i
suyt phong qua ban d€ 18y lai. Biéu duy nhat gitr tdi lai chinh 1a sy hién
dién lanh ling cta thay Hibble & 167 vao cia cing tin, thay dang quét mét
nhin quanh co’ ngo’i ctia minh v&i vé ty hao.

“Tra cho tao”, tdi canh cdo Alf.

“Clr binh tinh. Tao khéng m¢& ra déu, tao hira. D€ tao dung kha ning
ngoai cam, dwgrc chwa?”

“La sao?” T6i hoi.

N6 gitr bi thw trén trdn nhw phap sw xr Carnac, ké thdn bi do Johnny
Carson dong gia trong chwong trinh The Tonight Show.

“May dang lam céi quéi gi thé”?” T6i hoi.

N6 nhdm mét vo tip trung cao dd: “Tao dang cdm nhan dwoc tir xin 15i.

V6 cing manh mé. La thw xin 16i ding khong?”



T6i quyét dinh céch dé nhat d€' 18’y birc thw lai 1a chiu dung trd choi ngu
ngd’c cia né: “Puing.”

Alf nhim mét va ti€p tuc man bi ah cda nd. N6 dién d& ec, gid vor tap
trung ma nhin nhw bi tdo bon vay: “May thdy h6i han vi nhirng gi da xay
ra?”’

“Pung.”

“Vi ca bon da pha nat cdi ctra tiém ay?”

“Pung.”

“Bon ta da pha moi thx?”

“Piing.”

“Va gio Mary ghét may.”

“Dung.”

“Va bd con bé do cling ghét may.”

“Pung.”

“Con may thi thich con bé d6.”

“Cam di”, toi bao no.

“May thich con bé d6”, Alf ladp lai, vé tw tin hon. “Cw 18m, Billy. Tao
thay hét trong birc thw ma. May dau c6 ¢6 18y cdi ma bdo dong dau. May
lang vang quanh cdi ctra ti€ém d6 chi vi may thyc sy thich Mary thoi.”

T6i gidt minh khi nghe Alf néi tring tim den, t6i con khong mu6n phu
nhin.

Hai mét Clark mé 16n: “Tir tit, that hd may?”

To61 nhun vai: “Tao khong 16. C6 1€ vay.”

“Co 1€ thoi sao?”



“Chic chin”, Alf khing khing. “Thoi di, Billy. May dirg gia ngu nira.
N6 hién nhi€n qua ma.”

“O”, t6i n6i. “Ping d6.”

“Nhung con bé d6 khong biet!” Clark noi.

“Pung.”

“May néi v&i canh sat may gia vor ta't cal”

“Ping.”

“Troi oi!” Clark néi, nga lung ra sau gh€’, gio’ cdi cang cda nd 1én tran,
chodng vang trwdc céi tin vira nghe. “Moi thir 16n tung pheo 1én hét roi,
Billy! Sao may khong néi véi bon tao sém hon?”

“Pung vay!” Alf néi. “N&u may ndi, bon tao da co the gitp dwoce roi.”

“Tui may da gitdp tao nhiéu r'6i”, t6i néi. “Nho bon may, Mary va bd' cod
&y ghét tao d&n tan xwong tdy. Ho nghi tao 1 thdng khon nan nhat trén
doi.” T6i nhan ra “khdn nan nha't trén doi” 1a hoi quéd, nhwng t6i dang chan
nén cha bu6n stra lai. Téi chi ¢an bon né ndi 1a moi chuyén khong té dén
the’.

“Chéc may néi diing”, Clark thé dai.

“Cam on”, tdi ndi, day céi khay ra vi cha mudn an gi nira. “Pira nao
mudén an d6 an cua tao khong?”

Alf 18y m¢& khoai tiy chién ti khay ctia tdi nhing vao nwdc x6t. “Nghe
tao nay, ching ta c6 th€ stra lai moi chuyén”, né néi. “Birc thur nay sé lam
6 moi thir. Chi ¢an dadm bao Mary c¢6 dwgrc nd.”

NG vé ra hang td vién canh, nhung chealng cai nao hop ly ca. Toi khong
the’ d&n nha Mary. Luit cAm khong cho t6i d€n gan ctra tiém. Khong the
nho dira ban hoc nao giup tdi dwgre. Toi con khdong dwgre phép lai vang &

khu dwong Market nira cor.



Trong khi bon t6i xem xét t't ca vién canh, Clark cha néi 1o nao. N6 ctr
nhai ngdu nghi€n cdi banh cua nd, giong nhw xoay van y nghi nao dé. “Co
mot diéu may lam dwoe”, cudi cung nd ciing 1€n ti€ng. “Phai cuc ky litu
linh nhé! C6 kha niing ra't Ién may s& bj bit. Nhung tao ddm bdo may s&
khong dung phai Zelinsky. Ong ta s& c4ch xa day ca dim.”

Bon t6i doi n6 ndi rd, nhwng né dé€ nghi gdp nhau & thw vién sau gio
hoc.

“May noi céi y twedng ngu ngdc ctia may di”’, Alf néi. “Sao may cr to ra
bi hi€m th&?”

Clark khong chju néi: “Tao ¢an nghién ctru vai thit. Pam bao diéu d6 rat
kha quan. Tao khong mu6n Billy bi téom co Tan nira.”

Khi Alf va t6i dén thw vién, Clark dang & khu sach tham khao, ng6i ¢
cdi ban dai gan m¢& to budm quang cdo treong dai hoc. N6 dang do xem
ban @6, nhung 1at ngwoc lai nén t6i tha'y cha hop 1y ti nao. O ban k& bén
bon t6i, mOt nhém cic cd6 bé 16p nam dang vo hoc. Nhwng bon né thi
thodng nhin trom Clark, cwoi ric rich. Dwong nhw chuyén nay xay ra cang
ldc cang nhiéu hon thoi gian gan ddy - ddm con gédi nhin né r'6i hon xiéu
phdch tan. Du 12 thay cdi cang so s& ngay trede mét.

“Sao?” Tdi hdi. “May da sin sang néi cho bon tao nghe céi k& hoach vi
mo chwa?”

“P¢ tao ndm chéc lich trinh cta con bé d6 da”, Clark néi. “Mdi sing,
Zelinsky ldi xe dwa Mary dé€n dwong Market. Ho m& ctra tiém, r'6i con bé
bit xe buyt d&n treong St. Agatha phai khong?”

“Pung theé”, to1 noi.

“R6i mdi tra, xe buyt dwa né vé dwong Market, roi né & ctra tiém cho
d&n khi dong ctra. R'6i b6 né dwa né vé nha?”

“Chinh xac”, t6i khang dinh. “DP6 m&i la van dé day.”



Clark 14c dau: “Khong, d€ tao néi cho may gidi phap. Pay 14 cach may
ti€p can con bé d6.” N6 xoay ban d6 ngwoc lai d€ bon tdi doc dong tiéu dé
dau trang: Trewong dy bi Nui St. Agatha cho nt sinh.

“Khong th€' nao!” Alf néi. “Ai ma leo [én ngon ndi d6.”

“Sao lai khong?” Clark van lai.

“C6 bao v¢ va hang rao d6 may. Hang rao dién daYy.”

Clark lai 14c dau: “D6 1a nha tu kin, khong phai phim James Bond dau.”

“May theo dao Tin lanh ma, sao may biét dwgrc?” Alf hdi. “Tao 12 I sinh
da’y, tao ndi cho tui may bié€t la khong ai vao bén trong treong St. Agatha
dwore dau. N6 nghiém ngédt nhwe kho vang Fort Knox ddi v&i bon nix sinh
Cong gido ay.”

“N6 van 1a mot ngdi treong thoi”, Clark khing khiang. “Ho ciing ¢6
khach dén tham. C6 giao hang. Nhiéu ngwoi ra vao nira.”

Ban d'6 phAn nao chi din cho ngwdi nhip hoc biét dwgc khudn vién trén
dinh nui that &n twong cda ngdi treong nay. Mot traim nam trwedce, St.
Agatha 1a mét tu vién v&i nha nguyén va ky tdc xa gian don. Tw khi phat
trién thanh treong dy bi cho ntr sinh, khudn vién treong da mé rong thém
khu 1&p hoc, nha an va ca san tip thé duc. Moi thir dwore bao boc trong mot
“quang canh nui non xanh mat” I'ong 1ong cuing v&i “chim mudng hoang da
phong phii” clia mién bic New Jersey.

“Ho dau c6 v€ hang rao trén ban d6 nay dau”, Alf ndi, “nhwng chiing cé
& d6.” N6 rwedn dén céi ban r'oi nguéch ngoac mot vong tron tam by quanh
ban d6. “MA&Yy cai d6 s€ nwdng may nhw ph6é mai ludn &y.”

Lidc nay, t6i that sy dong thuan voi Alf. Toéi da nghe rd't nhiéu chuyén

veé treong St. Agatha, y dinh xdm nhdp vao ngdi treong d6 that dién khiing.



“Zelinsky s& khong & gan d6”, Clark nhéc t6i. “Ong ta 1am viéc cach d6
hang dam.”

“Néu vy, ndi thir tao nghe xem”, t6i néi v&i Clark. “Mot khi 1€n ndi,
tao tim Mary nhw thé" nao?”

“May dau ¢in tim Mary”, Clark néi. “DAay 1a chd vi diéu cia k& hoach
nay. May chi c¢an tim con bé nao d6 r'di nho’ né dwa cai thw thoi.”

“Sao tao bi€t dwoc nd s€ dwa?”

“Vi may c6 gan dén tdn d6 r'o6i! Chua ai lam th& bao gio’. Bon con géi sé
cam kich diéu d6. Bon né s& nghi chuyén &y chic quan trong 1dm va dam
bao Mary s& nhan dworc thw.”

Khi n6é néi nhu th€’, k& hoach nghe dé nhw choi 4y. T6i khdng can phai
tim khip ngon nii &y d&€ gip Mary, tdi chi ¢an tim mot ni¥ sinh ndo d6 trén
ngon ndi day bon ntr sinh.

AIf chi lic dau. “Tui may khong 1am dwoc dau”, né néi. “Né&u dap xe
1€n nui, tao cam doan tyi may s€ ngo6i sau xe canh sat.”

T6i bi€t n6 néi ding. Nhung t6i cling khong mudn s6ng chung v&i cdm
gidc tOi 161 nay thém ngay nao nira. Mary dau d6 ngoai kia, nghi nhing
di€u toi t¢ ve toi, diu dé khi€n toi dién 1én ma't.

“Tao phéi di sdm”, t6i ndi. “Néu tao di tredc bay gio, tao cd th€ dén
trrong d6 trwedc buoi trwra.”

“Va c6 &y s€ nhan dwoce thu trede gior an trea”, Clark noi.

“Va bon tao sé& di thim may trong ti”, Alf chic nhu dinh déng cot.
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Khi t6i tw thw vién vé nha, Tack dang déng trén bac thém trwdc, noi
chuyén v&i me toi qua ctra chén. Liic thi'y 6ng ta, toi chzamg kip quay lai
nita r6i. Thay toi, 6ng 4y vy tay chao. Dwong nhw dng &'y mdi phét trién
kha ning ngoai cam theo cdch nao d6. Ong &y d&n cho t6i mot trin vi birc
thw ma t6i chwa kip gui.

“N6 kia”, me tdi ndi, giong néi ¢6 phan du dwong, hét nhw ca doi ba
toan trai anh ning va hoa h'ong vay.

“Sao r'oi, Billy?” Tack hoi.

T6i nhiin vai nhwng khong néi gi ca. Xem chwng bat ctr cau tra 1oi nao
ciing lam t61 khon don.

“Chdu binh thwong a.”

Lam sao ma binh thwong dwoc? Suyt ' niva la vao tie cudi tudn roi!

Ddng 1y ra phdi khén kho’ 1am!



“Chéu tha’y kho'n kho 14m.”

Sao lai khon kho? Suyt 6 niva la ngdi boc lich roi day! Lé ra chdu phdi
la dika tré vui nhdt tran doi moi ding!

“Chau la dira tré vui nhat tran doi.”

Thang oat con ich ky! Khong thdy toi 16i tf ndo a?

“Céanh sat Blaszkiewicz mudn bi€t con nhw thé€ nao”, me giai thich. Mot
lon téc ra xuéng mat, ba vuot né lai, vit ra sau tai. “Ong 2y mudn bi€t moi
tht déu on.”

“Moi thir 6n ma chd”, tdi néi voi Ong Ay.

“Nghe cling mirng”, dng 4y néi. “Chdu c6 biét chdu rat may méin c6 co
hoi thit hai khong ha?” Ong 4y néi huyén thuyén mét 14t vé co hdi thix hai.
Ong &y néi vé chuyén lam lai cudc doi, khdi ddu méi va quay dau 1a bo.
Ngay lic 6ng &y dung d€' 14’y hoi, téi lién cdm on r'6i chu'dn ngay vao nha.

T6i ng'6i & ban an, doii cho Tack bién di, nhwng 6ng &y va me tdi clr ndi
chuyén maii. Cudi cung, tdi di ra ctra sau roi ron rén sang bén hdng nha
nghe trém ho néi chuyén. That bat ngo, téi phat hién ho cha da dong gi dén
toi ca! Ho dang néi vé phan cudi loat phim Dallas. Nt anh huing ctia b
phim, Pamela Ewing, ddm xe vao tau ché dau. Me toi tin chzalng al soOng sot
noi sau vy no kinh hoang nhw th€". Tack khang khang d6 chi la pha hanh
dong mao hi€m nhim ting ty sud't ngwdi xem va nha san xud't s& dwa cd Ay
tré lai, bing b6 va chita lanh vét thwong, vio thang 9. T6i d'6 rang chi c6
me to1 va Tack con xem Dallas vao nam 1987 nay.

“La that”, t6i ndi v&i me sau d6, khi Tack vao xe tu#n tra va chay di.

Me ctr ch6n chén & cwra trede, nhin ra phia bai cd. “Mai me s€ tat qua
chd ctra hang ciy canh”, me noéi. “C6 1€ s&€ mua vai ciy xanh. Sin truedc nha

minh trong that tham hai.”



Khoanh sin tred’c ctia ching t6i ldc nao ciing thé. Vat cd mé hom thw
16m d6'm vai ngon b'd cong anh va lwa thwra sdi tring ma chiing toi tng rai
T4y mdi dO xuan Ve.

“Con n6i ding la la ma”, t6i 1dp lai. “Chud Tack d€n nha minh &Yy.”

Mg nhin vai: “Me nghi d6 1a dong thai t t&". C6 1€ 6ng &y quan tam dén
con. Ong &y mudn ddm béo ring con khéng 1am diéu gi ngé ngan.”

“Con c6 lam gi dau”, to1 dip doi.

R'6i t6i vé phong, m& tip ban d6 ti€u bang New Jersey ra va Ian tim

tuy&n dwong ngin nha't tir Wetbridge d&n trrdng D bi ndi St. Agatha.
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Sang hom sau, toi thirc ddy so'm, an hét bat ngli c6c va mic ding bo do
hom di xem phim. T6i khdng chic 13 gip dwoc Mary, nhung néu dworc, toi
mudn minh phai trong that banh bao. T6i bd 14 thw vao tdi sau va di ra ctra
truedre.

Alf va Clark dang doii ¢ 167 di. Bon né an mac cling banh ton. Alf thay
cdi 4o via Hawaii bang so’ mi cai khuy c& Hard Rock Cafe tring tinh, con
Clark méc b canh sida dep nhat ma ngwoi ho hang & Georgia gii cho - so
mi tay ngdn mau luc nhat va quan tiy den.

“Tui tao di v&i may”, Alf noi.

“Alf lo 1a may lai lam loan Ién”, Clark néi.

“Tao dau c6 noi the”, Alf khang khang.

“May néi l1a n6 s€ bi cdi hang rao dién &y nwong khé mat”, Clark néi.

“Chinh xdc twng tir dd'y nhé!”



Alf nhin vai, trong c¢6 vé ngwong ngap: “May phai hi€u, Billy. May ba
xo’ d6 khong dua dwgrc dau. Néu ho bit dwoc may trén nui, ho s€ cho may
mot trdn ngay 1ap tiec.”

“Tao khong sao dau”, téi néi, rin giong lai. “T&i treong di.” N&u nhw ¢6
co’ hoi gap Mary t61 khong mu6n cé Alf va Clark k& bén, bay tro gan dai.

“Bon tao s€ di vori may”, Alf 1dp lai. “May can ai d6 danh lac hwong d€
may vuot qua duwgc cong bao vé. Clark va tao cé the thu hit sy chd y cho
may an toan.”

“Va roi tui may s& bi bat”, tdi néi v&i né. “May vin con thim tim tir
hom thit Bdy d6 da’y. Thir twdng twong bd may s& lam gi néu may bj bét
[an nwra.”

“Néu tao c6 thé tin mit tha'y St. Agatha thi diéu d6 cling dang ma”, Alf
noi. “Tao nghe noi chd d6 cd doi tao roi. Nhwe mot huyén thoai viy. May
biét & d6 c6 h'6 boi khong? Ngwdi ta néi bon nit sinh ndm xung quanh trén
nhitng céi gdi to ding. Nam tim ning, nhrr by meo nha vay.”

“Tao khong nghi chuyén d6 c6 thit dau”, Clark noi.

“Tao dem theo moi thir bon minh can r'6i”, Alf ti€p. N6 mé khéa ba 16
va cho bon tdi thd'y nhitng gi bén trong: dng nhom, bd dam, kim cit ludi,
mot chi€c may tinh chay nang lwong mat troi.

“Pem mdy tinh lam gi?” T6i hai.

“PE tinh toan”, nd ndi. “Tao quén bd nd ra.”

T6i nhan ra la cheamg th€ bit bon né & nha dwoc nén bon toi dap xe
xudng dwong. Cam giac di chuyén thit thd vi, cdm giac 1€n k& hoach trong
dau ciing th& - nhwng chi sau nam phat dap xe, t6i woc gi tdi mic quan dui.
Hom &y trdi ndng va oi birc dii méi sdng sém. T6i bit dau d6 m'6 hoi va

van phai dap muw¢i 13m ddm trén chi€c xe badnh ring don cdu ban nay.



Wetbridge toa lac & phan giao cta xa 10 thu phi New Jersey va dai 10
Garden State, né dugrc bao quanh b&i nhirng cao to'c sdu lan dwong. Nhirng
con dwong ndy khong danh cho xe dap, nhung bon t6i van di vao nhitng lan
dwng khan cadp, dap xe hiing huc khi m&’y chiéc xe buyt Greyhound va xe
tai kéo "Am ‘Am bang qua, ném vao mat bon tdi sdi cat va khi thdi. Toi c&
ngdm miéng lai, nhung bang cich nao d6 lai tong vio miéng day da mat cé
vi nhurr than. Pé&n khi bon t6i di vdo dwong hai lan nhd hon, ngwdi t6i nhé
nhai m6 hoi va ban khong the twdng twong dworc.

C4 bon van phai di mwoi ba ddm nita.

Bon tdi di qua ba thi trdn khac nhau, céi sau dep hon cai tredc. Ca bon
dén mot phéan cia New Jersey ma t6i chwa bao gior dit chan tdi - nhirng
khu dan cr ma tit ca nha ctra déu c6 dwong xe chay vao va gara chira hai
xe, bor gidu tia tét va nhitng khu veedn tran ngdp sic hoa. Gilra nhitng ngdi
nha Ay, ching t6i thoang thdy b€ boi loang lodng mau ngoc bich va san
quan vot riéng. Xe cd khdng nhiéu 1dm nén bon t6i xudng xe & ngay tim
dwong, ngan ngo’ nhin quanh.

“(y day tuy@t that”, toi néi. “Chung no 1n, tao sé d&n day song.”

“Ngay khi may 1on 1én a?” Alf héi.

“May hi€u y tao ma. Khi tao tredng thanh &y.”

Clark 1ic dau: “Con phd nay gidng nhwr Park Place va Broadwalk két
hop lai vay. May ki€m dau ra tién d€' song & day?”

“Thiét k& tro choi”, t6i noéi. “Tao s& danh dum tat ca tién c6 dworc roi
mua mot cdi mdy tinh m&i, roi tao s& bdn nhitng trd choi dit nhw tom twoi
Xy

Alf va Clark khong dap lai, nhung t6i bi€t bon né dang nghi gi: Mirc

lrong t01 thi€u 12 ba d6 ba mwoi 1im xu mdi gio' va may IBM PS/2 trung



binh 12 bdn ngan d6. Chic t6i phdi d€ danh may nim trdi trude khi vigt
moOt doan ma khac, d6 ai ma bén chi dwoc tdi d6 nhi?

“Tao s€ k& may nghe di€u tao thich vé dai 16 Baltic”, Alf néi. “Khodng
phai cét cé nhiéu.”

“Va it tuy€t hon vao mua dong”, Clark néi. “May c6 twdng twong ra
viéc phai xdc hét ma’y con dwong li xe khéng?”’

“Lam dén cudi doi day”, Alf néi.

Bon t6i dirng day 1én xe, dap nhanh hon, bd lai khu ph6” va ciu chuyén
ve trong lai lai phia sau.

Pén mwoi mot gior, téi da cach xa nha hon bao gio hét. Bon tdi bang
qua nhirng canh dong day ca chua, ng6 va linh sam, tham chi con di qua
mot 1dn trai dAy ngwa. Thidy cd tirng bdo v&i bon toi rang New Jersey c6
biét danh 1a Bang Vuon twge, va sau ngay hdm ay tdi méi hi€u dwore 1y do.
Hoi néng birc bdi khi€n moi thir mang vé vo6 thyc. Nhiét d6 da 1én gén dén
ba muoi hai @6 C. T6i nhirc dau va khan thi€t mudn gidi khat. Bon t6i da
dap xe hon mot dam trén con dwong hai 1an bui bam ma khéng thd'y mdng
ngwoi hay chiéc xe nao ngang qua.

“May chic ding dwong cht?” Clark hoi.

T6i dong lai xem ban 6. “Gan dén r'6i”, toi bao. “Thém mdt dim nira
roire.”

Bon t6i dung lai & tram xang Gulf hai cdt mdy bom d€ mua nwdc udng
va di vé€ sinh. Clark tra nam mwoi xu cho mét chai gi dé goi la Evian, hoa
ra d6 chi 1la mot loai nwdec dong chai binh thwong théi. Alf va t6i tréu né
khong thwong tigc. C6 loai thing kho nao lai phi nim mwoi xu cho nuéc
udng trong khi c6 mot 6ng nwdc mién phi ngay bén ngoai tram co’ chir?
Clark nhiin vai va udng can chai nwéc. “Vi ngon tuyét hao”, né nhadn manh.

“Pay la loai nwdc ngon nha't ma tao teng dwoc udng.”



To6i 187y birc thi ctia Mary ra khoi tdi va nhét né vao dwdi yén xe d€ gir
an toan. Sau d6, t6i m& nuwdc voi riva mit, giti bui va da't khoi quan 4o.
Trong vai phit, ngwoi téi wot siing, nhwng t6i cam thad’y sang khodi, toi biét
mat troi s€ hong khé moi th trvdc khi bon t6i dé€n dwoe treong St.
Agatha.

Nguwoi phuc vu tai tram 1la mot 6ng gia mdc do ké 6, quan tiy dinh day
dau. Ong kéo cdi gh& x&p gi sét vao béng rim nha xe roi ngdgi xudng. Ong
xem bon tdi té nwdc nhau, tdi cdm tha’y dng nhu sip ming bon toi.

“Gan dén trvong St. Agatha chwa 6ng?” Téi ca't ti€ng hoi.

“Gan 14m r'6i”, 6ng néi. “Nhung ma’y dira khong dén dé dworc dau.”

Alf va Clark ngung té nuworc.

“Ong néi gi a?” Alf héi.

“Ta n6i may dira khdng dén d6 dwoe dau. Ta bi€t ma’y dra mudn lam
g1, nhuwng khong dworc dau.”

Clark dat cai voi xudng roi lai gan 6ng gia: “Lam sao ma ong biét
dwoc?”

“Ta lam chd tram xdng nay ti h'6i ndm 1969. D6 1a ndm Neil Armstrong
dit chan 1én mit trang. Moi ndm khi he dén, ta ban s6-da va Slim Jim* cho
bon dau dat nghi chdng c6 th€ 1én vao treong St. Agatha. Thé nén ta dang
noi theo kinh nghiém cia ta thoi. Quay xe lai di. My dira khong vao dwoc
dau. Chaamg ai vao dworc ca.”

Thanh bo x6ng khai.

“Vi hang rao phdi khong 6ng?” Alf héi. “Cai hang rao dién ay?”

Ong gia chi cwdi: “Céc ciu con chglng dén dwoe hang rao nira co’.”

Ong gia khong mudn ndi thém nira, chi 1ic dau va 4m © tir chdi khéo,

gi6ng nhw bon tdi dang danh bao bwdc vao mot khu rieng ddy cat Ty va ca



sd'u. T6i 18y birc the giri Mary ra va d€ n6 lai chié€c tii sau. Alf va Clark
khong ndi gi, nhung tdi ¢6 thé doc dwore suy nghi ctia bon né: Bon toi da di
qua xa, gio’ khong the quay lai nira r'oi.

Bon t6i nhay 1én xe va di tiép.
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Vai phit sau khi roi nha ga, con dwong vong qua vai vat cay. Khi bon
toi dén dwgce phia bén kia, ngon nii da & ngay tredc mat.

Ch:flng ai nghi d&n nui non & New Jersey nhwng c¢6 khodng b6n mwoi
dim & phan phia bic ti€u bang dwoc tao thanh tir ndi Itra khodng mot trim
nam muoi triéu nam trede (ré rang toi da bi€t vai diéu sau mot nam hoc
mon P4 va sudi ma). Pi€m dé&n cta bon tdi thye sy khong 1n 14m. Néu 14i
xe chay ngang ngon ndi thi ban s& ching kip nhin T4n th& hai dau. Nhung tir
trén yén nhya nhém nhep md hoi cua cd xe dap cdu ban, vao ngay néng
nha't trong ndm, cé cam gidc né giong nhw day ndi Kilimanjaro.

Ching maYy chd'c bon t6i d&n chan ndi va thd'y mot tim bién 1n:

BAT PAU VAO PIA PHAN TRUONG DU BI
NU SINH NUI ST. AGATHA
BAT PONG SAN RIENG



CHI DANH CHO DU KHACH THAM QUAN PUQC CHO PHEP

“Hoi cac con, hay nghe loi khuyén day cia mot ngwoi cha, va hay cha
y de thau dat su thong sang.” - Chdm ngon 4:1

“Pay ro6i”, Clark néi. “May chéc chi¥?”

“Chic, tao chic ma”, Alf néi. “Tao di xa d&n tan day roi.”

Clark v0 cdi binh can nwdc ctia nd 1én mit Alf, vut qua tran: “Tao dang
néi vai Billy, dd 18m chuyén.”

Alf nhdy xudng xe, chi€c xe nga xuéng Ié dwong. N6 vong tay quanh cO
Clark, siét chit. “Tao chic, tao chic”, toi néi, c& ging chen vao gilra hai
dra n6 va kéu goi dinh chién. “Bé di, bit dau di thoi.”

T6i chi vira tach ching no ra thi Alf chi vé phia sau bon t6i, cdi bui cy
ma bon toi vira di qua. Mot chiéc Volkswagen bo hung tring dang huwdng
vE phia bon toi.

“Tr6n di”, toi noi.

Bon tdi 18y xe ra khdi dwong, chay vao khu rieng 1an cén, r'oi chui vao
dam cay bui trdn. Chi€c bo hung chay qua, chung t61 thdy nam xo mac
trang phuc den qua ctra xe, ng'6i chen chic nhau nhw may ga h€é trong xe
ganh xi&c. Bon t6i bd ra khdi chd an nap khi thiy chié€c xe leo 1én do'c nii.
Du nhirng con ddc da r€ thanh hai bén, nhwng doan &y doc dyng ding,
chi€c xe bo 1én tw twr, sang s6 ken két, ddng co kéu rin rit.

“Tao khong dap noi dau”, Alf néi. “Tao dudi qua roi.”

“Khong sao”, tdi néi. “Tui minh d€ xe lai di.”

Bon t6i nghién ngdu doan dwong bing hét tdc Iyc, nhung d6 doc qud
ngit va chi dwoc mot phiit thi ca bon lai di bd. Ning gt trit xudng dau.
Nhyra dwong den dda nhu dang soi 18n, toi lai vA m'6 hoi nhu tim. Nhung

bon tdi d&n géan lam roéi. Téi so' vao tdi sau lwng, ki€m tra birc thw gui



Mary. C6 &y s€ nhan dwoc né sé'm thdi, d6 1a ta't cd dong lywc ma t6i can d€
ti€p tuc. Trong khoang ba muroi hay bon mwoi phit nira, c6 8y s€ bi€t sy
that va toi c6 the yén tdm lam lai tw dau.

Bon tdi vira leo 1én ngon déc dirng thr hai, thim chi chwa dwoc nira
dwong 1én nii nira, t6i nhin xu6ng con dwong bén dwdi. Mot chi€c xe khac
dang xud't hién tw bui cdy. D6 1a mot chi€c UPS niu, né dang vwot cé gidi
han t6c d9, c6' 18y da trede khi leo 1én con do'c dau tién.

“Chét roi”, Alf néi.

Bon ti bat dau chay, nhung t6i biét 14 bon t6i khong thé€ nao chay nhanh
hon duwgce. Chigc xe lao d&n nhanh qud, né s& bét kip trede khi ca bon dén
dwoc dinh nidi. Ngay 1ap tirc, téi bi€t dwoe vi sao Ong 1do & tram xang tién
dodn rang bon toi s& tha't bai. Bon tdi dang chay 1én doan dwong trong bang
phaamg, ba thdng duc rra dang & trén khu bat dong san tw, noi nghiém cim
bon con trai khong dwoc bén mang.

“Khong dworc ro6i”, toi thd gdp. Bon t6i vira vong qua con doc thi tu,
chié€c xe da d&€n ngon thir ba r'éi. Bon toi phai trdn, nhung chaamg cO no’i nao
tron dworc. Chzalng c6 bong cay hay bui rAm nao - chi c6 do'c da phu day hoa
hdng va hoa dai dang n& rd. Chuit ntra thoi, ho sé trong thdy bon t6i. Ca
bon phai roii khdi con dwong, ty nguy trang 187y.

“Cui xudng”, téi néi voi hai dira nd, r'éi téi nhdy vao mot bui h'ong.

Cho d&n liic nay, tdi nghi 12 t6i van chwa thd'y moOt canh h'ong that sy
nao. Téi da xem khong bi€t bao nhi€éu phim ca nhac c6 nhirng c6 gai an
miic hé hang nim 1én thAm hoa h'ong, ve vudt nhitng canh h'ong dd thim
vao lan da tring sira. Nhung khong c¢é bd phim nao mach cho tdi biét mot
diéu ring nhitng canh hong thyc sy dwoc phi ddy gai cing sic nhon.
Truwdc khi tdi cham da't, hang tram cai gai ddm qua quan 4o toi, cao xwdc

da red'm méau. Khi t6i nhén ra sai [Am clia minh thi di qua tré. T6i c6 ging



viing thodt, nhing tdi bj mic vao cdi bay gai nhon. Tdi la hét. Toi gao thét.
Tbi cang ctr dong thi cing mic vao nhiéu gai hon, gai cidm siu hon vao mét
cé chan, 1am cing tay tréc da. C6 1& t6i s& vudng mii & d6 néu Alf va Clark
khong nim 13’y day nit va kéo toi that manh, béc cdc s¢i day leo khdi ngudi
t61 nhr mot cudn bang dinh.

Ba dtta t6i nam thé doc, mét dit hoi bén dwong khi chigc UPS Am Am
chay qua. Tai x& khong thay ching toi.

T6i dwa ma’y ngdn tay 1€n tran, ching bam vét do. “Tao bi chdy mau a?”

“Chi la vé&t xuwdc thoi”, Alf néi. N6 chi vao thai dwong cha t6i va Tan
theo phac @6 cua mot hinh thang 1&n. “Pay nay, diy day va day nira.”

Con nhiéu vé&t cit nira trong 40 va nhitng chA'm m4u li ti dang twom ra
xuyén qua 1&p vai kaki. Nhung toi tha'y bon tdi sip 1én dworc dinh nii roi,
di€u nay khi€n toi ¢ thém tu tin.

“May khong sao chi?” Clark hoi.

“Tui minh sip d&n roi. Di ti&p truedc khi c6 chiéc xe nao d&n nira.”

Bon tdi chay 1én hai con doc cudi ma khong gip tric tré gi, cudi cling
ddc nui thé"mg dwng ding, nhung con dwong van ti€p tuc trai ra, len qua
mot lum cy ram rit. chiing t6i ['4n budc theo né tir ding xa, nhiy qua ddm
dwong xi va canh khé muc, chuan bj cii thdp xudng truedc ti€ng dong cia
mot chi€c xe nao khac.

T6i chong nhén ra cdi ban @6 vé ngbi treong khong dwoe vé ding ty 1€.
Ching t6i nhw lac 16ng gitra khu rieng nguyén sinh, khong gan mot nha
nguyén hay 16p hoc nao ca.

Alf nhin xung quanh, cih than d4nh gid: “May chic la ding chit?”

“Chéc chin”, Clark néi. “PAy 1a con dwong duy nha't di vao ma.”

“Trén kia”, tdi ndi va chi tay. “Tha’y khong?”



Xuyén qua nhirng ngon cay bon t6i thodng tha'y mot cai cong thép han
16 tréng nhw nho 1én khoi mét dat, tdt cd mo diy leo udn quanh cung 14
kim va hang chit HOC VIEN NUI ST. AGATHA udn cong trén dau. Hai
bén cong la hang rao thép han cao vun vit. N6 cao khoang hon hai mét va
chay dai hun hit vao trong ring, tao thanh mot dwong bién bao boc ca
khuon vién treong.

“Chéc d6 12 hang rao dién day”, Clark néi, “th&’ diy dién dau?”

“Ho chon n6 r'6i”, Alf néi. “Ho Itra may thé” day.”

T6i chi vao mot dan chim sé dang dau trén hang rao, vui hot liu lo: “May
canh bdo ma’y con chim d¢ di.”

Clark chi ra ring cdi hang rao - dit ¢6 dién hay khong - ciing chaamg dang
quan tam. K& bén canh cong 12 mot nha kho nhd nhin nhw chdt thu phi.
Trong d6, mot ga dang ngdi doc bao. Bon t6i 1én ra sau mdt cdi cay do va
quan sit gd bang 6ng nhom ctia Alf. Pay 1a ldc phai tip trung cao d6. Ga
kia nhin nhw biét kich hai quan vy gi ngdi trén cai ghé& dau qua nhd so voi
than hinh d6 sd, nhA'm nhdp ca phé tw binh gitr nhiét va doc muc bdo The
thao.

T6i dwa 6ng nhom cho Clark: “Gio’ sao?”

N6 nhin qua 6ng kinh: “Tao khong chic nira.”

“DE tho6i”, Alf néi. “Pe1i chiéc xe khéc Ién. Liic tén gdc cOng phan tAm,
ching ta sé€ 1én vao.”

“Khong dwoec dau”, t61 noi. T61 da xem qua nhiéu phim vé The chién
thit hai, & @6 mot linh canh danh dién bang séng vo tuyén d& cau ctru va ca
mot trai ti binh bdng dong didc dam linh phat xit.

Clark dong y. “Di theo hang rao di”’, n6 d€ nghi. “Co 1€ nd sé ket thic

dau d6. Hay mot 161 vao nao khac.”



Bat ctr k&€ hoach nao ciling t6t hon 1a @61 dau trye dién voi tén linh canh
nén bon t6i ti€n vao ring, 16i qua bun T4y, cd dai va canh cay gay do. Toi
mang ban d6 nhung chaalng ¢6 mdc chi dwong nao chi dan bon toi - khong
cé toa nha hay con dwong nao bén hang rao, noi diy toan la rirng diy leo
va tdng d4 nham nhé. Hang rio ct xodn lwon, mon men theo hang ciy cao
Ion. Chirng mdi sdu mét, Alf s& gd nhe vao thanh hang rao, van quyét tAm
tim cho dwoc “khu bj nhiém dién”. Clark con gd manh hon, hy vong tim
cho dwoe di€m nao ma hang rao yéu va bon tdi ¢6 the’ ddn ha né. Nhung
hang rao chzatng may may. Giong nhw cd mdt ddi quan cling khong lam gi
duoc no vay.

Bong dung Clark ngung lai.

“Tui may nghe gi khong?” N6 hoi.

Toi dirng lai va 1ing tai nghe. Toi ching nghe thay gi ca.

“La mot ¢ gai”’, n6 noi. “Tao nghe mot co gai dang goi ai d6.”

Alf nhin can trong hin 1én va toi nghi minh cling nhw the". Bon t6i cdm
tha'y ra't néng birc, mét va khat 1dm r'éi, hay ciing c6 thé Clark dang hoang
teong.

“Pi ti€p di”, toi noi.

Bon tdi di ti&p. Hang rao din bon t6i di khdp khudn vién tredng, nhirng
khong thd'y mot hoc sinh hay tda nha nao ca. Ngbi treong va moi ngwoi &
day déu dwoc bao boc hoan toan trong vanh dai 2y. Sau hai mwoi phut leo
tréo, toi nhén ra ching téi dang ti€n d&€n canh cong Ian nira, An nay la tw
hwdng d6i dién. Khodng nam mwoi mét tredc mat, tdi ¢6 the€ thd'y vong gac
qua nhtrng tin cay.

“Cahn than”, Alf néi, nim 18y tay toi.

T6i qua mai mé nhin tén gac cOng, suyt ntra thi 1 chan budc xudng

dong sudi. Alf va Clark nhdy qua, nhwng t6i dung lai xem ki hon. Dong



nwdc dd dn mon tao thanh mdt ranh nhd dwdi hang rao, sdu khodng ba
muoi centimét.

“Quén di”’, Alf no6i. “Chung ta khong chui lot dau.”

“C6 th€ dwoc”, toi noi.

Clark nghjch nwéc bing miii giay, thoc quanh vao viing bun. “Khoéng du
sau dau Billy. N€u c6 cdi xéng thi may ra. Nhung khong dwoe r'o6i.”

C6 vé n6 khong hi€u la bon t6i hét Iya chon r'6i, ching tdi da roi vao
ngd cut. Toi thao giay, ném qua hang rao. Chung dap sang bén kia, ra't xa
fam v&i cda t6i. “May c¢6 thé quay lai néu may mudn”, téi ndi, “con tao sé
di ti€p day.”

Alf va Clark nhin theo vé than trong, khi t6i lu'on tregt xuéng con lach
va dam minh vao dong nwdc bun mat lanh. Dwdi chian hang rao la mot
thanh ngang gi sét v&i nhitng g& bj cit 1&m chédm. Khi nghéch miit sang
mot bén, t6i c6 the' len dau xudng dwoe, nhwng ngwe thi khong. Téi hit mot
hoi va vin vao hang rao, cd ging diy minh di xa hon cho d&n khi ca nguoi
ket gf lai.

Alf nhin t6i triron mdt luc tredre khi mach nwd'c mudn kéo t6i lai: “Tao
ndm chian may nhé?”

“Poi da”, toi néi. Bang cach chdng tay day hang rio, téi tha'y minh c6
the€ chim sdu hon vao 1&op bun, lach sdu hon qua viing bun. C6 thir gi d6
nho nhd va nhiAy nhua quiy vao gdy toi. Mot con c4? Mot con nong noc?
T6i phot 1o né va tiép tuc day, dung chian d€ day than minh theo. Phidn chan
rao gi sét xé rach vat do trwedrc cha toi, x€ rach 1op vai va vang mat nit do.
Nhung cdi eo dd l4ch qua dworc va phan con lai thi dé dang hon nhiéu. Toi
bo ra khdi con lach, ngwoi ddy bun dat va chat nhéy, roi toi deng ddy. Qua
nhtrng thanh hang rao, Alf va Clark quan sat t6i, khong khdi kinh hai.

“May nhin nhw Sinh vat Pam Ty &y”, Clark n6i.



“P¢€ tao rira sach da.” Toi nhing tay vao phéan nwdc néng cua con lach,
ching t6 ra sach m&i dé dang 1am sao. Thir t6i phai mat cong 1a gidi sach
16p blin bam trén da. “R61i, xong r'6i. Di thoi.”

Hai dira n6 ngan ngai, toi bi€t bon né dang nghi gi: ngay ca James Bond
cling chwa gdp phéi chuyén nay. Theo cdch nao d6 6ng ay ludn veot qua
duwoc trong rao ma khong d€ mot ti bui ban bam trén bo 1€ phuc trang tinh
ctia minh.

Nhung r6i mot am thanh xuyén ngang khu rung, ti€ng cwoi lanh lanh
ctia mot ¢6 gdi. “Kia kia!” Clark néi. “Co aYy kia!”

“Tao nghe ro1”, Alf noi.

N6 thdo giay r'oi tra chan vao 1op blin. Toan bd phian bo trweon ctia téi lai
khién cho né thd’y moi thit d€ dang hon. Khi né chui qua dwg'c mot nia, toi
ndm 14y cénh tay né va 16i di, kéo cdi 40 Hard Rock Café mdi keng ciia n6
qua 1op bun. Clark thi gdp khé khédn hon ti vi nd phai thyc hién toan bo
thao tac day chi véi mot tay, nhwng Alf va toi tat bun xung quanh nd, ra stec
kéo n6 cho dén khi n6 qua hoan toan.

Cho dén khi Clark ding ddy thi bon tdi nhan ra Alf d€ quén tat va giay -
chiing van con ndm & bén kia hang rio, khong th€ véi tdi duge. Alf vung
mot canh ciy xuyén ngang nhirng thanh sit, c& gdng méc vao ching, nhung
chi day cho chiing ra xa hon.

“Chung ta phdi quay lai”, né no6i.

“May dua a?” Clark héi.

“Khong con thoi gian dau”, t6i néi. “Tui minh s€ 18y ching ldc tré ra.”

Alf budc t&1i trede, cau may khi g6t chan tran ctia né gidm phai mot qua
thong. “Tao s€ khong lam vay dau”, n6é ndi, nhwng r'éi bon td6i khong the

ngwng budc theo ti€ng cwoi cia cd gai nao d6 vang vong nhw ti€ng hat cta



nang tién cd goi bon t6i dén. Clark va tdi di theo ti€ng cwoi &Yy, Alf khong
con lya chon nao ngoai viéc di theo, nhay 10 co va than van luén mom.

Qua nhitng tdn cdy ching toi bt dau tha’y rd mot san th& duc that rong.
Khoang ba mwoi nir sinh dang chay hét vang va dung dwa tdm ludi trén
nhirng thanh dai. D6 1a mén th€ thao ma bon tdi chwa ting thay, c6 vé ho
dang dudi theo mdt qua bong nhya.

“Mobn polo a?” Alf hai.

“Polo thi phai cwdi ngwa chir”, toi noi.

Alf 1ic dau: “Khong, 1a cudi ngyra da'u thwong.”

“La bong vot”, Clark n6i. “Ho dang chot bong vort.”

Bon tdi nam dai trén mit da't d& tranh bj ngudi khic nhin thay, réi treon
sat d&n d€ nhin r6 hon. M2y n& sinh 8y chéng giong ngwoi mau d6 tim
trén twong phong toi, chfmg al dwegrc 1€n trang nao trong s phat hanh d6
boii ctia Sports lllustrated dau. Ho hoac qua cao hoac qua thap bé, qua map
hay qué gay, qua nhdy nhya m6 hoi va qua non nét hodc qua nhi€u khi€m
khuyét. Nhwng ho rat thuc, ho ra't sdng dong - cwoi, hét vang va chay trén
san. T6i nhin ho, ldng thinh nhung rdt ngac nhién va nhan ra loi d6n vé
treong St. Agatha 1a ding: Pay 1a nhirng cd gai vo cling xinh dep.

“Tao ca ma’y con bé nay t&i thang cuing mét lic”, Alf néi.

“May lam on dung cé néi ldc nay dwoe khong”, Clark néi. “Dé yén cho
tao tdn hwdng gidy phut nay di.”

“That da’y!” Alf n6i. “Khi bon con géi song chung, chu ky kinh nguyét
ctia ho ty dong tring nhau. D€ bao vé ca nhém.”

To6i bi€t néu x&p hang ta't cd nhirng cau ndéi nham nhi ma Alf tung ché
ra thi cAu nay chic chén s& chi&m hang nhat.

“Bao vé€ ca nhém khoi diéu gi?” Tai hai.



“La ki€m tra an toan sinh hoc da’y”, Alf ndi.
“Y may la sao?” T6i hoi.

AZL N

“Charles Darwin d6, Billy! May chgng chu tdm vao khoa hoc gi hét a?”

“No6i nho thoéi”, Clark rit 1€n, nhung da mudn. Bén phia san, mot cd
ngwrng chay, ha thap cédi gdy lwdi va quay vé phia hang ciy. Bon tdi ¢&
ging cii thAp h&t mic c6 th€, nép minh sau bui ciy thwra va c& 1di vao mit
da't. Alf van con dang 1ai nhai vé sy chon loc ty nhién va tdoc khi dot cho
dé&n khi t6i kep co no lai.

Co6 gai kia cach chiing t6i khoang sdau mét. Co &y buwdc gan dé€n noi bon
t6i nap hon, téi cdm tha’y chic c bon tiéu roi. Sau d6, mot qua béng nhyra
vang bay ngang c6 'y, cd 4y quay di, dudi theo n6.

“Suyt ntra ti€u r61”, Clark thi tham. “bi ti€p thoi.”

Bon tdi quay nguwoc lai vao rang, di xuyén qua nhirng hang ciy cho dén
khi thdy chép cao ctia nha nguyén. T6i ki€m tra ban d6 va nhan tha'y minh
dang ditng & phia curc bac ctia khudn vién triedng, chi phia sau khu 16p hoc
hai tAng va mot khu vuon c6 rao gidu cao bao quanh. D6 13 may mén duy
nhA't trong ngay - bo gidu ra't 16m, cao khodng ba mét, che chin cho bon toi
khi di tr hang cdy ra. Bat ctr hoc sinh hay gido vién nao nhin ra ngoai ctra
s0 16p hoc cling khong thd’y dwgc bon toi.

“Cai gi day?” Alf hoi.

To6i chi vao mdt khoang hep gitra hai bo gidu - mot 167 vao. Cé mot ban
thach nhd cim vao dat. Trén d6 khic dong cht THUONG NHO XO
BEATRICE (1821 - 1857). CHON SUY NIEM PEP BE VA TINH LANG.
Clark dwa mot ngén tay 1€n moi, ra hiéu hai dira t6i im ldng va nhay sang
khoang tréng.

Bén trong khu vwon 1a mé h'én trdn cac bo gidu nhd hon, cao ngang

hong, din bon toi qua cdc dii hoa trén con dwong rai sdi tring. Alf dé dit



mdi bwdc di, nhén chan nhe mot dira tré mdi tap di, nhay 16¢ cc va than
van vi dau. Tdi nhin né chdm chdm: “May c6 c¢an cong khong?”

Alf nang ban chan phai, go' ba vién dd gdm long ban chan. “Nhuw thay
tinh vo’ 8y, né néi.

“N6i nhd th6i”, Clark néi. Khu veon ddy géc yén tinh rgrp bong ram vi
gh& d4, twong thién than va cdc ti€u thién sit. Clark nhic ci bon ring xo
nao doé cé thé dang lan trong bong ram.

“Lé ra nén d€ tao & lai san bong vot”, Alf ndi. “Khdng cé giay thi tao
khong lam gi duoc dau.”

“Gan qua réi”, Clark néi. “N&u minh d&n dwoc gan khu 16p hoc, chéc
s€ tim duoc ai d6.”

Nhung khu veeon c6 vé khong dé di nhw bon tdi twédng - nhitng con
dwong chia lam nhiéu nga, dwa dén nhirng ngd cut hay cac vong lap bat
tan. To6i chglng bi€t ai c6 the thw gidn & noi nhw thé nay, diy r6 rang 1a mot
m¢& hdn don, Alf thi ctr ludbn mdm kéu ca khién cho moi chuyén rdi hon.

Sau do, chung to1 ré vao mdt goc va that sy cham madt mot co6 gai ngo1
trén ghe’. Co &y dang chép gi do trén mdt cuén sach, nghe trén chi€c Sony
Walkman, nhwng khi nhin thay bon tdi, c6 bd ta't ca xudng, r'oi thu ngwoi
lai, v&i 18y cdi coi bac dang treo quanh ¢6.

“Poi da”, toi noi.

“Lam on dung”, Alf néi voi co Ay.

C0 gai dwa coi 1€n miéng.

“Video City!” Clark néi 1on.

Co6 gai chian chuw.

“Cau lam viéc & Video City!” N6 n6i. “Cau la Lynn Scott. Cau lam &

khoi nhan vién hwedng dan gin quiy thu ngan. Ciu khong nhan ra bon minh



ar’

Mit bon t6i dinh ddy bun. Quéan do rach rwdi. TA't nhién c6 &y khong
nhin ra.

“Bon minh vira & dd’y tuan ro6i”, Clark néi.

Alf gat dau: “Bon minh da mwon phim Kramer vs. Kramer.”

Lynn chép mét: “Pei da... Céc ciu chinh 12 maYy tén dé ha? MaYy ciu
cw thué di thué lai Kramer vs. Kramer?”

“Ch&c mdt hay hai I'4in”, Clark thwra nhén.

“Muoi tdm Tan!” Co &y noéi. “Chu tiém dan mot tAm ghi chd bén quay
thu. Ho dang xem bao lau thi cic ciu Ién dwoc hai mwoi.”

To6i @€ y tha'y Clark da gid'u cdi cang bén trong tdi. Mdi khi bon tdi dén
Video City n6 ludn can than gidu cdi cang d€ Lynn va may cd ban dong
nghi€p khoéi thay. N6 xoay x& dwa thé thanh vién va tra tién thué€ bang va
18y tién th6i va dem cudn bang di chi véi mot tay, ti't cd may viéc &y lam
thi khong dé nhw nghe dau.

Clark bét dau gi&i thidu ca bon nhwng Lynn cit ngang. “Céc ciu khong
dwore phép & day”, cd &y ndi, cii xudng 18y cudn sach va cay but da quang.
“T6i sé bi duoi khdi ddy chi vi néi chuyén véi cac cau day.”

“Bon t& ¢an cdu gidp”, Clark noi.

Co 4y l4c dau. “Tdi c6 miit & day 1a nho hoc bong. Tdi khong the virt bd
co hoi &y dwoe. BO" me t61 s€ gi€t toi mat.”

“Lam on di ma”, toi néi. “To ¢ mdt biec thw giri cho Mary Zelinsky. T
can cau dwa n6 cho c6 ay.”

To6i 187y birc thw trong tdi ra, gio’ chi con 1a mdt mé bay hdy nhem nhep

nudce bun. Toi di 1am hdng birc thw trong khi ¢ géng tredn qua ranh nuwde.



T6i tht m& birc thw ra thi thdy nhirng dong chir d3 mo' nhoe. Mary sé€
khong bao gior doc dworc.

Lynn nhin birc thr nhoe nhoet &'y khong khoi di ngai.

“Co thé cau tim dwgc Mary khong?” T6i héi. “Cau goi cd ay dén day
dworc khong?”

“Khong.”

“Cé chuyén quan trong 1dm”, toi néi.

“Vay di toi ctra tiém di. Hay dén nha c¢6 &y. GO ctra nha nhu bao nguoi
ay.”

“Minh khong the.”

“Tai sao khong?”

Lynn quay budc di, bon tdi khong con cach nao khac ngoai di theo. Co
Ay biét 16 dwong nhanh nha't d&n chd 167 ra. Chi trong khodnh khéc cd Yy
s€ di ra va ma't dang.

“Chuyén dai 1im”, Clark néi. “Billy khong th&'lai gan cd &y dwoc.”

Lynn liéc mét quay lai nhin tdi: “Tén c4u 12 Billy?”

“Pung the".”
“Va Mary bi€t cau?”
“Dung.”

Co Ay lac dau: “To6i khong tin. To6i néi chuyén véi Mary sudt. Ban Ay
chwra bao gio nhic d&n Billy nao ca.”

Lic nay ngay tai ddy toi biét c6 diéu gi khong ding. T6i chic ring it
nhat ¢d 47y ciing nhic d&n tdi doi ba Man. Pic biét sau khi téi dAn mot ddm
trOm vao ctra hang bd cd &y va pha nét chd Ay.

“Hay 1a Will?” Tai héi. “C6 A%y c6 nhic d&n Will nao d6 khong?”



“Chwa bao gio.”

“Chwa bao gio?”

“Raoul, cd &y ctr n6i vé Raoul sud't. Nhwng Will thi chwa ting.”

“Raoul 12 thing qudi nd0?” Alf hdi. N6 dang ding phia sau lung t6i, d&
18y vai toi.

“Tao khong biét ntra”, tdi néi. P6 1a Tan dau tién t6i thd’y nghi ngo sudt
ngdy hom &y. May chang biét gi vé con bé cd, Zelinsky dd canh bdo toi.
Bady lau nay con bé da choi kham lai may. C6 1€ d6 1a 1y do Mary day tdi ra
khi & ctra tiém. C6 18 c6 4y dd tham yéu thang kho'n nao dA’y tén Raoul.

“Lam on di”, Clark néi v&i Lynn. “Chi ¢an tim Mary va ndi voi ¢d &y
ring Will & day. N6 mudn gip co ay. Co &'y c6 th€ d&n hay bd di thi tiy.
Nhwng hay d€ c6 &y quyét dinh. Hay cho ¢6 &y lwa chon, dwgrc khong? P6
la ta't ca nhirng gi bon minh mong cau gidp.”

D6 1a cau dai nha't ma Clark ting néi vé&i con gdi bay lau nay. Toi ching
bi€t nd 18’y diing khi dau ra ntra. Nhwng lic d6 téi nhan ra né dwgrc ban cho
mot ndng lyc dic biét. Du dau téc n6é dinh day bun va n6 dang mic bo d6
sida qudi g&, mdt tay thoc siu vao tui, c6 diéu gi d6 & né khién nguoi doi
dién khi nhin hay ling nghe n6é khong thé tir chdi dwoc. Chi trong diing
muoi 1dm gidy, Lynn tr byc bdi chuyén sang bdi r6i va lwu tAm. Bdng
nhién nhi€ém vu cta bon t6i tré’ thanh ctia ¢6 aYy.

“Puoc roi”, c6 &y ndi, “nhwng cac cau khong c6 nhiéu thoi gian dau.
Gio #n trea sdp hét roi.”

Ngay ca Clark dwong nhw cling ngac nhién trede sy thay d6i chéng
vanh cta c¢6 8y. “Nhung ciu that sy s€ tim thd'y Mary cht? Cau sé dwa
Mary dén day chi?”

“T&t nha't t6i khong nén vudng vao ric rdi nay.” C6 Ay chi vio mot géc

veeon yén tinh rop bong mat ¢6 birc twong Dirc me Mary Pong trinh that



16n. “Téi d6 nap di. Pang sau birc twong &y. N6i chuyén nhd thoi vi xor
Ellen dén day sudt, chic chin 1a may ciu khong mudn dung phidi xo Ay
dau.”

“Cam on cau”, Clark néi.

“Pung cam on minh. Tron di”, ¢6 &y ndi.

Bon t6i di d&€n nad’p sau birc twong, cidi thap nguoi.

Clark dang thi thdm hén hé vé cach Lynn néi voi nd. “Tao nhat dinh s€
hen ho v&i con bé d6”, nd ndi. “Ngay khi tao phau thuat xong, ngay khi tao
gia tor bd dang quai dan nay, tao s€ cua con bé d6 ngay!”

“Nguoi ta thich may réi ma”, Alf néi. “Tai sao may phai dgii nhirng b6n
nam?”

“Tao khong mudn lam no6 s¢.”

“May di 1am né s¢’ r'oi con gi! Bang viéc thué mot bo phim dé hoi dén
muoi tdm Tan!”

Bon né ¢ chi chée cai co lam tdi phat phién. Hay c6 1€ 1a mat troi ay
nhi, roi ngay dinh dau va thi€éu dot ching t6i. T6i c6 th€ cim nhan mot
phéan da minh nong rét, phan con lai thi I m lem bun. Tim t61 dap loan xa.

Clark 147y cdi cang ra khoi tdi va nhét vao dwdi do. Trong né nhw chan
dung ctia Napoleon. “Thé& nay nhin do’ hon chwa?”

“May chi khi€n né thém chi y th6i”, toi n6i.

Clark 1ic d4u: “Phai chi tao mang ging tay.”

Alf 1am tram trong héa van dé: “Bé di Clark. May em ¢ day toan la nr
sinh ¢6 hoc bong. Con bé d6 dau c6 ngu. May khong lwa dwgc dau.”

Clark khéng bd cudc. N6 giwr céi cang bén dwdi 40: “NEu con bé thad’y né

qua so'm, con bé s€ té ngira ma't. Th& nay t6t hon.”



Ti€ng bwdc chian d&n gan, phia bén kia twong gidu, cad bon ngwng néi
chuyén cho d&n khi ti€ng buwéc chan biéh mat. Toi thay lo 1ldng va néi v&i
bon né rang toi ¢An chiit riéng tw. “Tao mudn gdp Mary mdt minh thoi.”

“Puoe thdi”, Alf néi. N6 dé nghi gip nhau & khoang tr6ng gitra hang
rao, noi bon t6i bo qua ranh nwde. “N&u hai mwoi phiit nira may khong &
do, bon tao s€ bi€t c6 chuyén khong may va bon tao s€ bien di. Viy dworc
chi?”

“Puoc day”, tdi néi. “Cam on tui may nhiéu 1dm nhé! Cam on vi da
dwa tao d€n tan day. Tao n¢o bon may nhiéu da’y.”

“May chd no gi cd”, Alf néi. “Hira v&i bon tao rang moi chuyén s& &n,
dwoc chir? N6i voi con bé d6 diéu may can néi. Khong dwoc nhut chi.”

N6 chia tay ra va chiing toi bét tay: “Khong dwoe nhut chi day.”

“Chidc may mén, Billy”, Clark néi. “Tao 4t mong moi thit s& on v&i
may. Va néi v&i Lynn cho tao g&i 1o chao tam biét nira da'y, dwoc khong?”

To61 hira t6i s€ ndi, nhwng hda ra lai khong can thiét.

Alf va Clark dang nha’c bwdc roi di thi Lynn quay lai khu veeon. Di sau
cd Ay 1a mot ni¥ sinh ngudi chau A dong dong cao, manh khanh véi tée den
dai. C6 ta nhai keo cao su va nhin bon t6i v&i vé khé chiu.

“Ai day?” Alf hoi.

“La Mary”, Lynn n6i. “Tw Video City.”

“Ma2a’y ban la ai th&?” Mary tw Video City hoi.

“Zelinsky”, t6i n6i v&i Lynn. “Minh da néi la Mary Zelinsky co ma.”

“Cau n6i 1a Mary tw Video City.”

“Minh khong biét Mary tir Video City.” T6i quay sang Mary tr Video
City. “Minh rat xin 18i da 1am phién ban. Chic c¢6 nham 14n r6i. Minh dang

tim Mary Zelinsky.”



Hai c0 gai nhin bon 61, b1 ro1.

“Co &y khong cao 1dm, téc den ay.” Toi n6i. “Co &y son cdi hinh bé xiu
1én méng tay ay. Nhirng con s6 nhi phan 2.

“Guom da, 1a Mary Chuyén gia Mdy tinh &y a?”” Lynn hoi.

“Pung”, to1 noi.

“Tw ctra tiém mdy danh chx?”

“Chinh xac!” Toi noi.

“Bon minh chzatng néi chuyén gi nhiéu v&i ¢o ta”, Lynn noi.

“Co ta sdng khép minh 1dm”, Mary ttr Video City chua thém.

Mot tiéng chudng 1én vang vong ci khudn vién trweong cét ngang bon
toi. Lynn gidi thich d6 la ti€ng chudng gitra gior. “Céac cdu mudn qua roéi”,
cO Ay n6i. “Minh xin 161, nhwng minh phai di dy. Khong th€ bo 16p ¢o Trig
dwoc.”

Pau 6c t6i khong thé nhanh nhay d€ kip dong ndo k& hoach so’ cua nao.
“Mary hay di dau sau gio an trira?” Téi hoi.

“Minh khong bi€t ntra”, Lynn néi.

“Chéc 12 hoc Héa hitru co””, Mary tir Video City néi. “Trén ting hai cta
day 1op hoc.”

Gio tdi khong theé bd cudc dworc, khdong the sau khi da di mot quang xa
dén day r'oi. Toi di dén twong gidu, vach 14 va canh ciy sang mot bén r'oi
trong thgng vao khu treong hoc. Cac ntr sinh dang t nha dn di ra, ho néi
cwoi va mang theo tdp sach. Ho di theo 167 di trai bé tong, dé€n cira khu
phong hoc.

Clark nhin qua vai tdi. “Kia”, né néi, chi bang cinh tay lanh lin. “May
tha’y co &y khong?”

To1 da trong thay c6 2.



Mary vwa di ra khdi nha an, chuan bj d&€n khu phong hoc trong khoang
chwra ddy ba muoi gidy. Khdng con thoi gian suy nghi hay dwa ra lya chon
khon ngoan nao nwra. N&€u ¢ 2y d€n dwoc phong hoc, coi nhw ¢6 &y bi€n
mat. T6i lao vé phia trwedre, Gi qua hang gidu gidng nhw nhan vat phim hoat
hinh, ddy va m¢ 167 di xuyén qua m¢ ciy ¢6i, roi co gido chay nhanh hét
strc 6 thé.

Ngay khi ra khdi veon t6i nhin ra t6i da tinh sai. Mary da qud ntra
duwong d&n khu phong hoc va toi s& khong thé nao bét kip cod &y dworc. Toi
hét goi tén co6 Ay va nhirng gi ti€p theo dwong nhw dién ra theo chuyén
dong cham. Tat cd ni¥ sinh trong tredong - chic lic dé it nha't cling c6 ca
trim c6 - déu ding lai va quay sang nhin t6i chdm chim. Ho tr& mét, chi
trd, miéng ai cling ha to thanh chtr O tron vanh vanh.

Mary nghe ti€ng t6i hét va quay lai. Ban dau c6 &y c6 vé boi rdi, nhung
ngay khi t6i chay d&n thi khudn miit co tring béch khong con hot mau. Co
Ay nguong chin mit. Bdng dung t6i tha'y minh gidng nhw thing ngdc. Toi
dang nghi cdi quai gi thé" nay? T6i phai ndi gi, ngay tai treong tredc mat
bao ngwoi?

T6i quay ngwoi lai rit lui va ngac nhién thay khi thdy Alf va Clark &
ngay phia sau. Bon né da roi khu vwon, di theo va gio thi K€ vai sat canh
bén t6i. MOt nhém nwr sinh khéa mdt vong tron quanh bon t6i. Ho dang chi
trd cwoi cot ching toi, toi nhod bon t6i trong ngdo Op thé nao. Quén 4o nhan
nhim va be bét. Quan kaki cta td6i dinh ddy mdu va bun. Alf di chan dat.
Clark dang gid'u céi cang di nhv Napoleon. Ca bon b6c mui nwd'c dam Tay.
T6i ngac nhién 14 Mary van nhén ra toi.

C6 Ay miic dong phuc treong St. Agatha - chiéc 4o blouse tring, vdy ké
0 gdp nép - va cd &y dang 6m mdt m& sach nhw tdm khién. Ban cung 16p

tranh di ca, d€ Mary ding tro’ troi mot minh. Nhirng ntx sinh khéc thét 1én,



giéu cot bon t6i nhe may con khi trong sé thid. Toi phai hét 1én d€ 4t tiéng
ho. Mary nhin nher mudn don tho roi bi€n ma't di.

Mot xo trong bd d6 den thwong tha'y & nir tu di qua dam déng. Ba ay ¢6
than hinh nhu mot hau vé béng bau duc, cao chic cling ngang ngira canh
sat Tackleberry nhung mic 4o dai den, thit lung den va doi gidy den cla
bac si. “Gi th€ nay? Chuyén gi dang xay ra & day vay?” Toi chaalng dam tra
loi nén xor quay sang phia Mary. “C6 Zelinsky! C6 dang néi chuyén vai
nhtrng... sinh vat nay a?”

Mary lic dau: “Khdng, thra Me bé trén.”

Ba &y quay sang phia td1, to1 con chaalng dam nhin thflng. To1 cul mat
nhin xudng doi gidy ndt bét. Moi thir that ngdt ngat. Chic ciing d&n bdn
muoi do &y. T6i mét 14 nguoi, dau nhirc va khat kho cd hong. “Ca ba cu
dang xam pham vao chon nay. i theo ta d€n van phong chinh, chung ta sé
doi canh sat dé€n lam viéc.”

T6i biét sau d6 s€ xdy ra chuyén gi. T6i bi€t ho s€ ap bon t6i vE lai don
va triéu h'di me t6i tv Food World dén, Tan nay s€ khong cé co hdi thir hai
ntra. Khong con bao lanh gi nira ca.

“Con ¢an néi chuyén v&i Mary”, toi noi.

Do6i mét ctia Me bé trén mé to: “Cau néi gi a? Ciu dang néi véi ta u?”

“C6 thé€ cho hai dira con ndi chuyén riéng nam phiit thoi, dwore khong?”

Chéc c4c ban nghi t6i mudn qua dém véi co 'y a? “Khdng dwoe!” Xo
hét 1én. “Pi dén van phong ngay, con tid't ca nhirng phu nt tré nay di 1én
16p. Pi ngay di!”

Céc phu ntr tré khong giai tan. Ho quéa hirng thd véi man kich tinh nay.
Con hon ca tdp phim Knots Landing va Falcon Crest k€t hop lai ntra 8.
Cang lic cang nhiéu ntr sinh gép vao ddm dong, t6i thd’y cic xo’ dang len

qua gitra ho, ¢ gidng xua ho di.



“Pi ma xo”’, toi n6i. “Chi mot phat thoi.”

“Pi di!” Me bé trén ldp lai. “Bat ctr ai dirng day trong nam gidy ntra s€
phai chiu hinh phat ngng!”

C6 vé ho hiéu rang ddy khong phai 1o de doa sudng. Ho lui lai, mién
cwong nha’c chian budc di. Mary nhin thit tham hai. Téi da phd hong moi
thur.

“Poi da”, mot giong néi cd't 1én, té6i nhan ra giong néi &y phat ra tw
thing ban chan tran ding canh tdi. “Con tén 1a Alfred Boyle va con la 1&
sinh tai nha tho St. Stephen dwoe bdy nam r'oi. Me bi€t con ma, Me bé
trén. Con di gidp me vao gio' Thanh 1€ lic ndm gio ba mwoi. Con da dap xe
ca sang nay d€¢ dén day. Ching con da leo 1€n ngon nui nay va len lach qua
bun Tay va gai nhon. Con da lam mat doi giay va lam rach chi€c 4o Hard
Rock Cafe dep nhat dwoee giri t Cancin, Mexico. Nguwoi ban tdi nghiép
clia con, Clark...” N6 nim 14y khuyu tay ctia Clark va kéo cdi cang ra khoi
40, gio’ cao d&€ moi ngudi tha’y. “Thing ban tdi nghiép cta con, Clark di bj
thwong tat ca canh tay khi cd len dwdi hang rao!” Moi nguoi trong ddm
dong ha hdc mom, gidng nhw Alf vira gidi thiéu Ngwoi voi vay. “Bon con
lam tat ca diéu nay d€ Billy c6 the dugrc néi chuyén voi Mary. Thé nén con
kinh xin Mg b€ trén ra long cam thong doi chiit. Giéng nhw Chia ctru thé’
Jesus da truyén day chiing ta qua ciu chuyén vé ngwoi Samaria nhan hiu.”

Me bé trén tring mét nhin né, khée modi hoi rim lai. “Y con mudn néi
la Chia Jesus va ngwoi Samaria thién lanh d6 w?”

Alf git dau: “Po6 1a diéu con mudn ndi, thwa me.”

Mg bé trén budc dé€n xem tay cta Clark. N6 bi dinh day bun, gidng nhw
nhirng phéan khac trén nguoi nén chﬁng al bi€t canh tay no6 that sy c6 bi gi
khong. Clark bdi rdi, né ¢ ging chiu dung man ki€m chitng. N6 con cé

th€ lam dwoc gi nira trong ldc nay? N6 d€ xo nhin, d€ moi ngwoi nhom



ngé. Bon ntr sinh kia khong con ldnh di ntra ma hinh nhw con ti€n lai gan
hon.

Me beé trén quay sang t61. “Ta cho con mot phut”, xo’ néi. “Nhuwng khong
dwoc riéng tw gi hét. Hay néi nhirng gi con ¢an ndi, sau d6 dé€n van phong
clia ta va ta s€ goi canh sat.”

T6i quay sang Mary. C& nhé nhirng gi ma téi da viét trong thw. Trén
trang gid'y, moi thr thit r6 rang va chinh xac. Nhung trong ddu toi, dong
suy twéng nhw mot mé hdn mang. Mary bét dau run ray. Trong co6 &y nhw
sip khéc vay. “Minh xin 16i vi d&n day nhu the nay”, toi néi. “Minh mudn
cho cdu biét sy that. Minh chwa bao gio néi doi cau. VE bat cir chuyén gi.
Pic biét 1a td1 d6. Sau budi xem phim. T4t ca moi thir déu la that. Minh
thich cdu. Minh védn thich ciu.”

T6i nhin vao mét cd &y d& co Ay biét tdi dang néi sy that, tdi mong cod
a’y tin t0i. Phdo dai cdm la that. Radical Planet ciing 1a that. T4t ca cam xtc
toi danh cho Mary déu la thit. Co6 2y xinh dep, tot bung va vui tinh. To1
khong xing doi v&i ¢d Ay, that ra tdi méi 1a ngwdi may min dwoe quen
biét c6 Ay. Tdi cit 14p bip sudt ma’y phiit dwoc cho phép, nhung cudi cling
chealng ai trach t6i vi pha hong moi chuyén ca. Téi n6i nhirng di€éu ma toi
phdi ndi, roi thém vai diéu nwra.

Mary trong ¢6 vé nhr mudn budn ndn. Tran cd 4y wdt ddm md hoi, co
&y bam chit vio tay vin d€ gitt thing bang.

“Céau c6 sao khong?” Toi hoi.

Me bé trén budc dén: “Du roi.”

“Minh khong sao”, Mary thi tham. “Cau di di.”

Nuwde nhod long tong 1én nhirng bac thang bé tong dwdi chan ¢6 &y. Mot
v&t & loang ra triedre vay ¢6 dy. Co Ay dang te dam.

“Mary?” Toi hoi.



Mot xor khac lao d&€n do Mary va moi ngwoi bat dau néi cung lic.

“Lui lai!”

“Goi y t!”

“Vé 16p hoc!”

“Cau Ay khong bigt!”

Giong néi cudi cung la cia Mary. T6i nghe ¢6 4y ndi v&i ma’y xo khéc.
Ho dang bau 18y Mary, dwa Mary d&n chd dwdi bong rAm ctia day phong
hoc. Tdi di theo, nhwng Me bé trén nim cdnh tay t6i, kéo t6i vé hudng
ngwoc lai, xi xao nhirng 1o 1€ ndng né vao tai toi.

“N6i that di”’, xo’ n6i. “Con la b6 con bé phai khong?”

Tbi nhin xo' chdm chim, chodng vang: “B& c6 4y 1a Sal Zelinsky ma.”

Rat kho nghe dwgc hét moi thir voi nhirng ti€ng la hét nhw the”. Nhung
Me b€ trén lap di lap lai loi néi ban nay va T'dn nay t6i da hi€u ré dwore cau
héi: “Con la b6” dira bé phai khong?”
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Me t6i cir mot myre doi dwa tdi d€n bénh vién. Chiing toi roi nha sau bira
t61, sau khi t6i da tdm rika sach s&. Trén dwong ngang qua khu phd’, me c&
ging tra’n an toi.

“Y d6 khong hay dau”, me néi.

“Con mudn gap cd 4y”’, td1 noi.

“Ho khong cho con gdp con bé dau. C6 the con bé da dwore ti€ém thudc
an thén, xin Chda dung d€ viéc gi xau xay ra.”

“Con chi hoi tham th6i.”

Me nim 18y vd ling chiit hon: “Con Mary c6 thé khong dong y. Con bé
chua sdn sang d6i mit v&i con. Sinh né 1a sinh né, né khong gidng nhuw
phim dnh. Con phadi ton trong diéu d6.”

“Con biet...”



“Khong, con khong biét dau, Billy. Con chflng hi€u dau. C6 bé a7y gio’ da
1a me. Lic m&i mwoi bon tudi dau.” Me nhdn vai nhd vEé ky niém xa xwa.
“Ai cling n6i ldc d6 me con tré va me m&i hoc ndm cudi cadp ba thoi.”

O bénh vién, me cho trong xe v&i mdt cuén sach ctia Sidney Sheldon,
trong khi t6i vao trong d€ tim dén phong Mary. San khoa ctia bénh vién
Wetbridge Memorial day nhing bong bong va thd nh'6i bong. O da’y tran
ngdp ti€ng nguoi 1on cwoi dua va ti€ng tré con meo méo khdc, ma’y 6ng ba
cam nhirng mdy quay phim that to nén dung ca hai tay diéu khi€n. Phong
nao ciing day nguoi ghé tham. Moi ngwoi dong dic ngoai ctra ra vao, néi
chuyén, hiit thudc va in bang bat dia gidy. T6i c6 cdm gidc nhw minh di lac
vao mot btra tiéc gy ba't ngo’ trong loat phim Twilight Zone.

T6i hdi mot y ta khac phong ctia Mary, ba &y chi xuéng hanh lang, vé
phia diy phong 1o’ mo cach xa khoi khong khi ndo nhiét noi nay. Zelinsky
va Me¢ bé trén dang ngdi & gh& x&p & cudi hanh lang. Thay t6i dén
Zelinsky dirng day, khoanh tay trirdc nguec.

“May khong dwoc d€n day”, ong &'y noi.

“Chéau dé€n xem Mary c6 sao khong thoi a.”

“Con bé khong on. May nghi néu On thi con bé & day lam gi chx?”

“Con khong sao”, Mary tw trong phong néi vong ra. Toi khdng thdy cd
Ay do chén tir phia hanh lang, tdi chi thd'y dwoc chan giwdng. “Bo d€ cau
ay vao dwgrc khong?”

Zelinsky khong hé lay chuyén. T6i cam nhan dwgc mot phan trong dong
mudn 16i tdi ra danh dd@m r'6i duoi thzamg cO ra khoéi khu san khoa. Nhung
mot phan khac thi 6ng sn sang lam ba't ¢t thir gi Mary yéu cau.

Me bé trén néi nhd vao tai 6ng &y. “Cau &y la dira ban dau tién dén
tham”, xo’ n6i. “Thi€t nghi Mary c6 th€ gdp mot ngwoi ban dwgc chir? Chi

mot chit th61?”



Zelinsky khong tra 1oi. Ong &y ngdi xudng gh€, 1ic dau, vii mit vao
doi tay 1am lem muyec.

“Muoi phiit thoi, con nhé”, Me bé trén bao tdi. Me dat tay nhe nhang 1én
phéan lwng i, dwa t6i qua ctra. “Mary da trdi qua mot ngay dai roi, con
hié€u y ta ch?”

“Céam on Me”, t0i néi.

To6i dé dat budc vao phong. Toi chfmg bi€t ti gi V€ tré con cd - chua
trng 6m dira bé nao trong tay - nén phan nao do trong tdi s¢ phai di xa hon
ntra. Mot tAm man ngén cin phong ra lam doi: nia trede trong rong, nira
sau ¢6 mot cdi giwong, mot gh&” va mot ctra s6 nhin ra bai ddu xe. Mary
dang ng6i trén giwong, miéng ngdm cuc tay but chi va dang doc mdt cuén
tap ddy ma mdy tinh. Téc c¢d Ay dwoc budc thanh bii phia sau, sic mit
cling da h'ong hao tré lai. N&u ¢6 &'y khdong mac @6 cua bénh vién, chfmg ai
bi€t dworc 1a c6 gi d6 ba't on.

“Cau khong sao chi?” T6i hoi.

“Nhirng chuyén mét moi qua ro6i”, c6 ay dap. “Muwng la ciu khoéng &
day ndm gio’ trwedc.”

T6i nhin quanh can phong. Cé mét ti quan 4o va mot chi€c ti vi, nhung
toi khong tha’y cé ciii hay thung hay vat gi d6 dé’ gitr em bé.

“Pau ro6i?” Toi hoi.

“Cai gi dau r'6i?” Co 2y hoi. “Pwra bé a?”

“Duing the.”

“Con bé dw¢i sanh. V&i bd me mai cia né. Ho vira dé€n tw Scranton.”

Mat mot lic t6i m&i hi€u ¢6 &y néi gi.

“Ho c6 tot khong?”



“Cuc tot. Ho la gido vién day nhac. Ho da c6 mdt c6 con gai nén con bé
s€ ¢6 mot ngwoi chi. Ho ¢6 can nha ba phong ngt va ho & cach cong vién
mot con dwdng. Hai bd” con minh di dén diy thdng trude d€ biét rang noi
& cda con bé thé nao. Noi d6 ra't dep, dep hon Wetbridge.”

Mot thdng trede. Sudt khodng thoi gian &y tdi ching biét gi. Mot thang
triedre, toi budc vao ctra ti€ém mua pin mdy trgr thinh va Mary dwa cho t6i
mot to’ quang cdo cudc thi 1ap trinh mdy tinh. Toi chaalng bi€t gi ca.

Mary dang lira may suét cd thoi gian qua, Zelinsky bao t6i. Va may qud
ngdc dén do chang hiéu chuyén gi.

“Scranton khong xa 14m”, toi n6i. “Chéic ciu d&n thim dwoc nhi?”

Mary lic dau. “Moi thir... khong nhw thé” dau”, cd Ay ndi, giong dirt
quang. C6 nhin vao tdp tai liéu dang mé& trong long. “Hay xem ho mang
dén gi nay. Nhue mot mon qua ay.” C6 &y dong cudn tap lai va cho to1 xem
trang bia. D6 12 hwdng din st dung danh cho chiéc IBM PS/2. “Minh
khong phdi may mo trén may cdi mdy 64 nira. Minh dang ti€n dén dinh
thanh céng. D6 hoa VGA va 6 cing 20MB da’y nhé.”

That dién r'6: Du c6 da trai qua bao nhiéu chuyén nhwng toi lai cam thay
hoi ganh ty. V&i chi€c PS/2, Mary s€ phong 1én dinh vinh quang. Gio' s&
khong c6 gi giw ¢6 'y lai nura.

“Cau mudn ng'6i xuéng chr?” C6 &y hoi.

Thir duy nhat d€ dit mong xuéng ngdi trong phong 1a mdt chi€c ghé’
x€&p kim loai ¢6 tAm twa lwng cirng, nhung di sao to6i van 18y né. “Minh vui
14m vi cdu khong sao c3.”

“Minh cling vay.”

“Minh nghi cdu chét roi ay.”

“Chét vi nhuc nha, c6 th¢’ lam day.”



“Minh khéng h€ biét”, téi néi. “Minh chzatng de'y gicd.”

“Minh nghi né r6 nhw ban ngay ma”, Mary néi. “Cau c¢6 d€ y minh di
va0 nha tim bao nhiéu [4n khong?”

T6i nhin vai: “Minh nghi thé” 1a binh thwong. Trong phim, may c6 gai
chay vao nha tdm sud6t.”

“Thé& con chuy&n tham quan ctda trwong vao thang 7?77

“Cau khong di Washington a?”

“Lé ra minh di tham di & Harrisburg. Sinh con & d6. Khong ai ngoai
trrong dwge bi€t dé€n chuyén nay.”

“Lé ra ciu nén k€ cho minh.”

“Khong, sao minh lam th&” dwoc”, c6 ay ndi, tdi bi€t Mary da lam dang.
Toi s& ching hidu dwoe. Lic ndy, i con ching hidu nita 1a. Chi ¢ mot 161
giai dap cho chuyén nay va dwong nhw 1a khong the’ “Tyler Bell w?”

“Pung the".”

“Ra th&... C4u biét... Hin ép cau lam chuyén dé a?”

Co Ay lic dau: “Ngwore lai thi ding hon.”

“Cau ty dén voi Tyler Bell?”

Mary tim cdi diéu khién tir xa roi bat ti vi. “Céu néi nhd thoéi dwoc
khong?” Co 4y ting Am lwong, 14n 4t cude chuyén tro cia ching tdi bang
quang cdo nwdc hoa nam gidi Calvin Klein Obsession. “That dai dot, Will
a. Minh biét 12 dai 1dm. Hin dwa minh di choi trén chiéc xe mday va minh
nghi chi ddnh m6i hén r'oéi thoi.”

“Nhung cau thich hin? Y minh 1 yéu 4y?”

C6 &y khong tra loi ngay. Trong ¢6 &y nhw dang ¢6 nhé lai mot diéu gi

d6 da xdy ra nhiéu ndm roi.



“Me minh xem diéu &y nhw co hoi thir hai”, c6 &Yy gidi thich. ““Ai cling
xung dang dwoc cd co hdi thir hai’, ba &y néi. Ngay ca tdi pham. Dac biét
la 61 twong pham t0i. Trwedc khi ba d6 bénh, ba lam viéc tai ctra tiém, ba
thué nhirng ngwoi lam ban thoi gian chinh 1a nhirng ngwoi vira ra ti. Me
n6i d6 1a diéu hop long Thién chida, rang Chda ra 1énh cho ching ta phai
tha thit cho ho. B& minh thdm ghét ¥ nghi &y. Ong nghi chfc me minh dién
roi. Thué ké cwdp chdt hang ciia nha minh 1én k&. That nhdm nhi, ding
khong? Nhwng me minh chrflng quan tam. Ba thué ho lam trong nhi€u nam,
ching x4y ra chuyén gi. Va sau khi me mat...”

Mary dwrng lai, voi tay 18y mot ly nhyra va udng that nhiéu nwoc: “Co 1€
mot ndm sau khi me mat, nhirng ngwoi lam ban thoi gian nghi viéc nén gior
b& ding ra thué ngudi. Ong quyét dinh hoan nghénh céch 1am caa me. Ong
cling mudn lam diéu hop long Thi€n Chda nén 6ng dén gdp canh sit va
néi: ‘Giao cho t6i mot thing chflng ra gi di.” Y 1a, dwa cho 6ng mdt dira
nhii nhép nao d6 luén quiy phd d€ 6ng c6 the udn nin y tréd lai. Hom sau,
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canh sat dwa Tyler Bell dén.

“Cau c6 biét hin khong?”

“Khong, minh chwa ting gip hin, nhung minh ting thd’y hin lwron
quanh khu dwong Market trén chi€c Harley. Co gdi nao & Wetbridge ciling
nhin 12 biét hdn ngay. Ho s&n sang d&n ctra tiém mua thi vé van nao d6 ho
khong can 14m, chi d€ ¢6 co’ hdi nhin thay hin. Téc va d6i mét hén, cling
cdi bd dang phuot thi Ay. N6i that, minh khong nghi minh thich hén that
dau, hay né€u minh c6 thich hén thi 12 vi moi ngwdi xung quanh ai cling
thich hén.”

Co Ay k&€ ring vai twan dau khong van dé gi xay ra ca. Tyler 1am viéc va
ra't gitt minh. “Hén rat t6t v&i minh vi hin phai nhw thé”, Mary néi. “Minh

12 con gdi dng ch@t ma, ding khong? The nén du hin 16n hon ba tudi, minh



cling cdm thay ra't an toan khi néi chuyén v&i han. Pha trd nhe nhang. Minh
do4n hin dang tdn tinh minh, nhung chi khi bd minh quay lwng di thdi.
Tyler khong ban tdm 1dm, hén chi cwdi. VAy nén cang ngiy minh cang bao
gan hon.”

R6i mot d&m Tyler mdi Mary cudi 1én xe mdy ctia han. Co &y thuat lai
hén di 14i xe vao khu rirng ding sau nha may Ford th& ndo. Ho ngdi trén
chiin mén va hiit thudc. R'6i bt dau hon nhau va khong dirng lai dwoc nira.
“Minh that gian ban than minh, Will. Ngay khi chuyén d6 két thic, minh
biét d6 12 mdt sai lam. Tyler td ra bao dan. Hin khdng ngtng néi. Hin néi
ring trong s& tA't cA nhitng ¢ gdi ma hin ting di cung, minh 13 ngudi cé
mai toc dep nhat. Gidng nhw mét 1o khen, ding khong?”

To6i chealng noi gi ca. Téi cam giac cd &y dang néi vé mot ngwoi hoan
toan khac, mot Mary nao khac, nhi mét nhan vat ma ta tieng doc trong sach
vay. T6i khong th€ tin dwoe ring minh di quen biét mot ngwdi ban di ting
an trai cam.

“Hom sau rat toi t&. Hin di lam va luon dung cham vao ngwdi minh.
Mai khi b& minh quay lung di. Tay hin khong nging tdy mdy. Minh chi
mudn vo nhw diéu d6 chua tirng xay ra. Minh mudn hin bién di. Nhung ca
hai lai mic ket trong ctra tiém &y, mdi ngiy. Nén minh bia ra mot 1y do d&
thoat khéi hdn. Minh néi ring hin mudn trém bat Ira.”

“Cu no61 do1?”

“Hén rat gidn. B&i I8 chfmg ai tin hin ca, c4u biét ding khong? Khong
mot ai hét. 6 1a diéu ich ky, ngu ngd'c nha't minh tirng lam.”

“Cau c6 biét ciu da...” Toi khong ddm néi to tie d6 ra, toi van chwa tin
dwo'c minh dang ng'6i trong san khoa.

“Khong, sau tudn sau minh m&i bi€t rd. Minh ctr hy vong 1a minh doan

sai. Triedre khi minh hi€u ra thi Tyler da chu'on mat roi.”



Trén man hinh ti vi, ba phu n* xinh dep ddi nén cao b6i chao mung
Spuds MacKenzie* d&€n v&i budi hoa nhac d6ng qué mién Tay & mot trang
trai phong Iwu. Chid ché nhdy 1én phia sau dan tréng, ngam 13y bo g va bét
déau hat theo.

Spuds MacKenzie 1a nhan vat ch6é hwe cdu dugce tao ra cho chién dich
quang cdo bia Bud Light vao cudi nhirng ndm 1980.

“Minh doii dén thang 2 m&i néi voi bd. Minh khong ddm néi voi ong
ay. Minh quad lo ngai. Lai mot diéu ngu ng6c nwa.”

T6i nghi d&€n con dién cudng cua Tyler trong lic cwdp phd, nghi d€n
nhitng thiét hai khong bao gid’ bl dp ndi: “Gio hin biét chua?”

“B& minh d3 néi v&i hén tuan treée. Tai don canh sit. D6 1a 1y do bo
khong kién. Ong khong mudn dwa ngudi cha ciia chau gdi 6ng vao tir. Ong
nghi mot ngay nao dé con bé s€ mudn tim gdp Tyler va mudn tim hi€u xem
cha n6 1a ngwoi thé nao. S€ khong hay ho gi néu cha né la mot tén toi
pham. Nén 6ng néi canh sat sé€ khong khéi kién va ho tha moi ngwoi di.”

Trén ti vi, doan quang cdo Bud Light két thic, mot khan gia tai treong
quay la 1én: “VONG! QUAY! MAY! MAN!” Liic d6 1a bay gio’ rudi, tro
choi truyén hinh dwoc yéu thich & My bit dau. T6i mudn chuyén kénh
nhung Mary van dang gitr cdi diéu khién, c6 Ay ¢6 vé vui vi ¢6 gi d6 d€
xem, mot 1y do d€ ngirng cudc tro chuyén cla ching tdi. Vanna White xué't
hién trén sin khiu, that 10ng 14y trong chi€c dAm dworc thiét k& riéng, khéan
gid vO tay khi c6 4y xoay ngwoi, d€ 10 phan lung cong va doi chan thanh
manh.

Cau do dau tién 1a mot cum tw sau chir kha pho bi€n. Sau vai vong quay
thi tAm bang trong nhw thé nay:

IF 1 ___L_ T__N A TI_E



To6i tha’y cling vui khi ¢6 cdi ti vi & d6. T6i vui vi ng6i d6 va néi chuyén
nhw ching c6 gi tirng x4y ra gitra hai ching t6i. Vi Iy do qudi g& nao do,
dau 6c téi ¢ nghi vé Tyler Bell, tén hw ddn nha't Wetbridge va la cén
nguyén clia moi rac r0i. Toi biét Tyler da 1én dwong tham gia huan luyén
co’ ban va bit dau mot cudc sdng mdi, téi nghi dira bé khong c6 hén thi s&
t6t hon. Nhung khong biét hdn c6 bao gior nhin lai va hdi han khong nhi?

To6i van dang nghi ngoi khi Zelinsky xud't hién & 161 ctra vao. “Hét gio
roi”, ong ay néi. “Ra ngoai.” Sy xua't hién cia dng 4y mang lai cam giac
dé chju, giong nhw khi ching t6i con & tiém va Zelinsky yéu ciu toi ra
ngoai, gidng nhwr nhirng ngay teoi dep da qua .

“Cam on cdu da dén sang nay”, Mary néi. “Céu chon thoi di€m té that
da’y, nhung gdp ciu minh vui 1dm.”

“Co 1€ ching ta nén gdp nhau mot lic nao d6 nhi?” Tdi ndi. “Rap Regal
c6 phim m¢&i ddy. Which Is Eastwick?”

“The Witches of Eastwick”, Mary stra lai.

“Co6 1€ ching ta nén gap nhau & dé”, tdi néi. “N&u cdu mudn gdp lan
nwra.”

Mary nim xudng giwong, dip chin lai. Ngén tay cd 4y c6 son nhitng
con bo nhd xiu, nhttng cha'm 1i ti dé va den. “Minh khong nghi thé&” dau,
Will.” C6 dang héng, nhung giong van con nghen ngao. “H6m nay minh
nhw dwore h'6i sinh. Moi thir ¢6 th€ quay lai nhw binh thwong. Minh ¢é thé
gid vor cd nam t6i té nay chwa tirng xay ra.” Co &y ngdp ngung roi noi:
“Udc gi minh c6 the quay nguwoc thoi gian...”

“U nhi!” Téi dép.

Mary chi gt dau nhin vao man hinh ti vi, t6i nhan ra ring c6 Ay da gidi

dwoc 0 chu.
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Nim hoc két thiic ba tufn sau d6 va tdi bit dau dot thuc tap tai Cosmex
vao sdu gio' bon muoi lim phit ngay sang hdm sau. Nha mdy nim &n gitra
ddy nha kho trén dwong 287, tdi phdi diy lic nidm gio rudi va bit hai
chuy&n xe buyt méi dé€n doé kip lic. S€p cha t6i 1a mdt ngwoi Haiti 1lin béo
va chua ting bao gio néi cho tdi biét tén minh hay héi tén t6i. Ong ta chi
vO ngyc va néi: “Sép.”

“Sép?” Toi lap lai.

“Chinh x4c!” Ong ta néi.

Nha xwdng cé kich thwdc twong dwong voi vai phong theé duc gop lai,
ddy mdy mdc chay ri ram, ta't cd tao nén mot ti€ng gam nhd. Trong vai
phut sau khi t61 dé€n, ong s€p da trang bi cho td61 d0 bit tai va bit dau, to1
ding bén moét bing chuyén voi chi€c hop dung cic co chudt caa lo

mascara. Ong ta bat cong tac va diay chuyén rong 1én giat ca minh, mot



hang lo mascara mé& di chuyén vé phia toi. Ong s&p chop 14y mot céi co
chudt, gin né vio trong 1o mé va vin né chit lai. “Nhan, vin, hi€u chwa?”
Ong ta néi.

“Nhan, van?”

“Nhan, viin, nhan, vin, nhan, viin”, dng ta ndi, déng nip céc lo lién tiép
nhau v&i toc d6 kinh hoang. Ong ta ra hiéu cho toi bét tay vao 1am, nhung
cac lo di chuyén nhanh hon tay tdi, cam giac nhw tdi phai regt dudi theo
chung vay.

“Nhan, van, nhan, van, nhan, van”, 6ng s€p hat, nhw mot the loai hat ru
ma dng ta hoc duworc lic 16n 1én & Haiti. Toi chua déng néip dwoc hon hai
ong thi 6ng s€p dot ngdt bude di. “Nghi ca dau lic mwoi gio ruedi.”

“Khoan da”, tdi goi. “T6i c6 the...”

“Nhan, van!”

Ong ta di ma't va cdc &ng nhya it tiép tuc chay dén, d& do xudng diy
chuyén nhr quin doan gd hanh quan. Tim t6i dap lién h'di, mu ban tay
nh&p nhdp m6 hoéi. Toi phai tap trung hét siec d€ theo kip. Cach bén trdi toi
vai mét, & cudi bing chuyeén, ba phu nit nguwdi Chau A dang 14y nhirng lo
thanh pham va dat ching trong mot hop carton. Ho nhin t6i voi vé nghi
ngo, chi chye cho t6i 1am sai thir gi do.

Dan dan t6i thd'y ty tin 1€n hin. Toi biét phai nim 18y d4u co chudt (chi
khong phai may 16ng chudt) d€ dit ching khdp vao lo dé dang. Sau mot
ldc thi t6i ch?ing con phai ban tdm vEé cong viéc nay ntra - tay tdi ¢ the thao
tic dé dang - dau t6i nghi lan man. Hudng nhin cta to6i trén chuyén
mascara gip phai mot birc twong xi ming chin kin. Ddi khi nguoi ta di lai
sau lwng tdi va toi nghe lodng thodng ho néi, nhwng khong bao gior di thoi
gian d€ quay lai nhin. Nhitng chiéc lo ci ti€p tuc diéu xudng chuyeén,

khong ngung nghi. Cudi cung, t6i ddm chan va nhin d6ng h'd, t6i nhan



tha'y chi m&i bdy gior, toi da bét tay lam viéc trén dwdng chuyén chwa dén
muoi lam phit.

D6 12 Iiic t6i thd'y cd mla he cia toi bat dau roi xa tdi - mudi twan dau
budn thdi rudt, nit tAm can, bdn muoi gio' lam theo ca d&n Ngay 1€ Lao
dong chi: nhan, vidn, nhan, van, nhan, van.

C6 muoi hai ngwoi hoc viéc nhw téi, toan la con trai. Ntra trong s6” do
nhin nhr nguwoi tan tit, nira con lai tréng nhw mudn gié€t té6i. Nhirng nhan
cong trwedng thanh 12 ngudi chau My Latin, chau A va An D6 véi ki ning
giao ti€p ti€ng Anh han ché&’ gio an trwa, ho chia lam cac phe, nhw nhitng
bing nhém trong tredng hoc hay nha ti. Chang ai chio hdi hay mim cudi
voi toi, toi nhw the vo hinh vay.

Gio nghi, téi dem banh mi kep ra ngoai bai dau xe, thu minh dudi bong
mot thung rac Iwu dong va doc ti€u thuy€t cia Stephen King. T6i ngén
ngdu cau chuyén nhiéu d&€n muc c6 the trong gio' nghi kéo dai ba muwoi
phut d6 d€ t6i ¢ th€ danh gior chiéu nghién ngdm lai c6t truyén, cd dodn
chuyén xay ra ti€p theo. Chging con gi khac vedng ban tdm tri. Doi khi toi
thir d&€m sd 1o mascara (cdi nay doi hdi tap trung hon ta twdng, sd lwong
nhiéu nhat t6i tng d&€m dwoc 1a bay trim muwoi 1am 1o trong vong bdmn
muoi by phit). Nhung hdu hét thoi gian t6i chi nghi d&€n Mary Zelinsky
va viéc t6i da huy hoai moi thir thé nao.

Trong khi d6, Alf va Clark da tham gia ca cudi ngay ciia McDonald &
Wetbridge. Bon n6 ludn mdm than phién vé ndi gian trun trong cong viéc
- khich hang tho 16, nha b&p néng nhw 10 thiéu, nhitng dong ddu m& ban
kinh. Nhwng toi bi€t bon n6é dang tin hwdng cudc sdng riéng. Nha hang
day nhan vién Ira tudi thi€u nién, nhan vién nr chi€m mot nra va ca toi
giong nhw nhirng budi tiéc 1€ thé, khé chiu. Bon né toan & lai cho dé€n nira

dém, chén sach mé& hamburger, dui ga va tiéu nhdn cd trim d6 mdi tuan.



Hau nhr dém nao tdi cling tat ngang McDonald va ng6i tai khu vui choti
cua tré em, doc truyén cta Stephen King cho dén khi Alf va Clark ra ngoai
vao gio’ nghi cia bon né. Qua nhiéu tuén, to6i gap hét nhirng dong nghiép
ctia ching - may co géi dé thwong & quay tinh tién, ma’y tay & chd nwdng
thit, ong bac than thién chuyén dem ric ra ngoai va don dep phong an.
Chung k€ t6i nghe nhirng chuyén khong ngo’ ctia nhitng khach hang khong
twdng, nhw mot ngwoi an chay goi mét cai banh mi kep khong thit, hay mot
ong dwa to' nam muoi d6 va vot di ma khong 187y tién thwra.

“Con may thé nao?” Clark s€ hdi tdi sau khi tyi né trit hét bau tam sw
dong dai. “K€ tao nghe chuyén trong nha may di. Trong d6 thé nao?”

To6i chéng cé gi d€ chia sé cd. Ngay nao & Cosmex ciing nhw ngay nao.
Nha mdy khoéng bao gio' ngwng nghi, may moéc khdng bao gio’ hdng héc,
nhirng b€ chira chwra bao gio’ can mascara. T6i danh ca budi sing mong dén
gio’ nghi an trwa va chiéu thi mong dé€n chuyén xe vé nha.

C6 18 moi thit chura di t& hay sao Ay, me tdi bit dau qua lai v&i Tack.
MAat mo6t khoang thoi gian t6i méi nhan ra. Phai, t6i ¢ nhan thdy nhirng
thay dGi nho nhd trong cich hanh xt clia me: ba cit téc ngén, ba bit dau
udng sinh t& trdi cAy modi sdng, ba tip lai nhitng bai tip ép xdc theo cudn
bang cua Jane Fonda. Tack hin s& ghé Food World Iic me nghi, r6i ho chic
s€ bang sang dwong d&€n Wetbridge Diner uéng ca phé. T6i hi€u moi
chuyén khi Tack dé&n nha t6i ding bita vao mot ti thit Nim no. Ong Yy
khodc chiéc 4o so' mi va thit ca vat, mang theo b6 hoa ciic. Ho ci gia vor
nhw khong ¢6 gi ky la dau - “ngwoi 1on cling 1am ban dwgc ma”, ho ca
quy€t voi toi nhw thé” - nhwng t6i hi€u chuyén gi dang xdy ra va t6i khong
mudn dinh vio ti nao. Tack c¢& chuyén trd trong bira t§i. Ong &'y néi mudn
mua mot cdi mdy tinh gia dinh va hoi xem t6i cé goi y gi khong. T6i chi
nhin vai, néi khong bi€t. T6i khong mudn ung hd 6ng &y. Téi khong mudn

c6 6ng 4y & ban dn ciing me con t6i vi thai dd cirng dor, mai dau cat ki€u



ba phin bac cwdc va mot khau sing da 1én dan, nhw th€ 6ng Ay tudng
phi€n quan ndi loan Libya c6 th€ pha ctra s6 x6ng vao ba't cir lic nao.

Mg t6i nha't myc gitr 6ng 4y & lai udng ca phé va an trang miéng, r'oi
ong &y bam dai nhw dia, xem hét cd chwong trinh The Cosby Show va
Cheers 1luon chir. T6i xin man phép quay vé phong, doc may to tap chi vi
tinh. T6i vaAn con gitt mAy s& bdo cii va ca nhitng s& phdt hanh méi hing
thang, c6 quang cdo nhirng tya trd choi mdi nhi't ciing meo 1ap trinh ma toi
chwa tong thir qua.

Tack bit dau dén #n t&i vao thitr Nam hing tuan. Ong luén mang theo
hoa twoi va & lai cho dén khi hét tdp phim Cheers. Me t6i va Tack theo doi
Cheers, xem dd’y nhw 1a phim bd hay nhat k€ tw sau Dallas. Ho cir tranh
ludn xem Diane Chambers sé€ tdi xud't vao mua thu d€ k&t hon véi Sam

Malone.

Ngay 12 thang 7 1a sinh nhat me t6i. Tack dwa hai me con dé€n Seaside
Heights va tdi danh ca budi tdi theo dudbi ho trén moi néo dwong. Ho choi
golf trong nha trong khi t6i ngé nghiéng xem. Ho én stra trirng dong lanh
nhung t6i chd mudn ti ndo. Ho phéng xuyén qua ngdi nha ma trén cd xe
ngwa nhd, con toi chon dirng dgi bén ngoai. T6i bi€t minh nhw ké pha binh,
nhung toi chzalng quan tAm. D&n mot lic, me t6i khong con kién nhin nita
danh kéo t6i sang mot bén. “Tai sao con cw Xt nhw vay?” Me hoi. “HOm
nay la sinh nhat me. Sao con lai t6 ra tham hai thé?”

“Vi con tham hai ma”, toi dap.

Qua mua he¢ ding ding, chdn chwong ching nhw bat tan &y chi c6 mot
thr khi€n t6i gitr minh ti€p tuc tdn t&i: cudc thi Tro choi clia ndm danh cho
1ap trinh vién Ia tudi trung hoc. Vao tuan thir ba cta thang 7, tdi nhan
dwoc mot birc thw tir Rutgers, néi ring trong mot trim mwoi tdm trd choi

da dwoce Iya chon vao vong chung khao chi con nam tro choi, trong dé cé



Phdo dai cam cta Will Marvin va Mary Zelinsky. Ho mong chiing t6i sé
tham dw budi 1€ trao thwdng, khi d6 vi gidm khdo khdch moi Fletcher
Mulligan d&n tir Digital Artists s& cong bd ngudi thing cudc. Mdi tro choi
lot vao vong chung khdo dwo'c nhan mét goi trai phi€u ti€t ki€m tri gid nam
muoi dd la va ngudi thing cude sé linh chiéc IBM PS/2, trong dwong gid
ban 1€ trén thj trrong 1a b6n ngan do.

T6i dwa birc thw cho me va ching tdi tinh nhirng buwdc ti€p theo. VEé
nguyén tic, tdi khong dwoc phép lién lac véi Mary nhung cd hai me con
quyé&t dinh rang cd Ay nhat dinh phai doc 14 thw nay. Lan cudi khi tdi c&
géng trao 14 thu cho Mary moi tht da dién ra khong nhu y mudn. Toi chg'lng
bi€t phai lam gi.

Vao buoi tdi thir Nam, trong btra dn, me tdi dwa birc thw cho Tack va
gidi thich tinh huéng tréo ngoe nay. Tack gdp do6i 14 thw roi bd vao do
khoac. “Anh s€ dén ctra ti€ém sang mai”, 6ng ndi. “Anh s€ dwa cho Sal.”

“Ong &y ghét chau”, toi néi. “Phai dwa theamg cho Mary kia.”

Tack 1ic dau: “Chid khong th€ 1am chuyén nay 1én It dwoc.”

“The” thi chu x€ ludn cho roi1”, toi néi. “Vi do 1a diéu Zelinsky sé lam.
Ong &y khong bao gio* d&€ Mary doc né dau.”

Tack dwng lai, nhdp mét ngum ca phé: “Troi dat o, Beth, ca phé nay
ngon qua di ma't!”

“Cam on anh”, me dap. “Hi€u Maxwell House da’y!”

“Tra the cho chau”, t6i ndi voi Tack.

“Pé ta gitip chdu di, Will”, 6ng néi. “Ta biét Sal tdm nim nay r'6i. Ong
Ay ciing dworc 1dm. C6 the ta 1am dworc diéu gi d6.”

Sudt ba ngay, to1 khong thdy Tack quay lai. L'an k& do, 6ng dén nha t6i,
ldc tdi dang & ngoai sdn voi me, gitp ba dong chat cai b€ nwdc cho chim

vao nén sdi ndng. K& hoach “trong vai cidy canh” ctia ba da dan coi ndi



thanh m6t manh veon xum xué, ddy hoa cic va huwdng dwong, ca r6t va
bip cai, mot 187 di nhd ké d4. Theo cich nio dé, ching toi ty nhan minh sé&
htru manh vwon con dep nha't khu dai 16 Baltic.

Tack 14i xe d&€n nha ching t6i, thiing xe chira ddy phan bén va phén trdn,
Ong dem ching qua san dwdi sy gidm sat cia me toi. Toi bi€t ngay cé diéu
gi do sai sai. Moi ngay Tack s€ nhanh nhau chao t6i va héi téi dao nay thé’
nao, nhung treea d6 6ng cheamg hé nhin t6i. Ong nha’c mdi bao bd cwe ky can
than, giong nhw the€ cong viéc &y can sy tip trung cao do. Toi dori chin
muoi gidy trede khi hdi ring 6ng da dwa birc thw chura.

“Ta dwa Sal r61”, 6ng noi.

“Varoi?”

“Varoi ong &y da dwa cho Mary.”

“Chu c6 & d6 khong? Chu ¢6 thay cd 'y doc khong?”

“Co.”

“Va? Co 2y noi sao?”

Ong 14c d4u: “Con bé chaamg ndi gi ca.”

Tack 187y birc thw tw trong tdi va tra lai cho t6i. Toi ki€m tra mat trede va
madt sau trang gidy, hy vong Mary d¢ lai gi d6, nhung ché?ing cO gi. Tack
cam nhan dwoc sy tha't vong caa téi. Ong v vai toi: “Con bé da trai qua
mot nam day bi€n dong, Will a. Mot nam ra't gian nan. Poi khi diéu tuyét

voi nha't voi con ngwoi ta 1a mot khdi dau méi, chau hi€u khong?”
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Hom trao giai, t6i ludng cuéng khdng the€ lam viéc. To6i ctr lam roi dau
co chudt mascara va sau lo cta tdi bi nhan vién ki€m tra cha't lwong tra vé
vi phian trén khéng da chat. Thwong thi t6i hay ngd guc trén chuyén xe vé
nha nhung c4 ngdy hom 4y t6i cr bon ch'on khong yén. Toi cho budi 1€ nay
ma’y tuan roi, mo tedng vé nhirng chi€c may tinh t6i ¢6 the gianh 18y va
cudc chuyén tro voi Fletcher Mulligan. Gior day gidy phiit trong dai 8y cudi
cung ciing da d&n, moi thi tré nén vo thyc, gidng nhw toi van con trong
con mo’ tedng & nha may.

V'é d@&n nha, me bdo rang Tack s& di cling d&n budi 1&.

“Khong”, tdi bao me. “Khong dworc.”

“Chd Ay vui 1m da’y”, me néi. “Chd Ay that sy mudn & d6.”

T6i nhic me rang ca Alf va Clark cling d&n d6, rang chiéc Honda nhd

xiu cda chiing t6i khéng thé chira hon bon ngwoi. Me ddm bao voi toi rang



xe cta Tack thi ¢6 di chd cho moi nguoi.
“Xe canh sat a?” Téi hoi. “Chiing ta di bang xe cdm ha?”
“Con da thay né to th& nao ma”, me ndi. “C6 di chd cho ta't ca chiing
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ta.

Alf va Clark ra't hao hirng vi chuyén nay, me¢ con mei bon né dén dung
bira trede 1€ trao gidi nira. Ching tdi dirng xung quanh sin sau, udng soda
cam va an banh mi kep trén dia gidy trong khi Tack k& chuyén nhtrng tén
toi pham khét ti€ng nha't Wetbridge. Nhuw chuyén mdt phu ntr trdm mét con
ga tdy Butterball bing cdch dung xe ché em bé, hay mdt éng 13o ci thich
“khoe hang” tred’c may cd géi & nha thuéc Crenshaw.

Hai dira ban t6i cr cwoi pha 1én khi nghe chuyén va bira tiéc kéo dai ba't
tan, du toi nhic lai @& nghi nén di ngay. Budi 1€ bit dau ldc bay gior va toi
mudn r¢i nha ldc ndm gior redi. Nhwng dén sdu gior ching to6i van con &
san sau - Alf dang k€ vé may chuyén & McDonald - t6i nhw mudn bdc
khéi. Chéc t6i di cau c6 qua nhidu nén Tack dit chiéc banh xudng, kéo ti
sang mot bén. “No6i chu biet di”, ong ndi. “Chiu mudon dé€n doé luc may
gio'?”

“Bdy gio™, toi néi. “N6 bit dau lic bay gio.”

“Th&” thi ching ta s& c6 mat & d6 lic bay gio”, ong noéi. “Chd hira voi
chdu ddy dwoc chwa? Gio thi the gian va ra dang mot chii nha hi€u khéach
di. Ban b¢ chdu ca daYy.”

T6i s& danh ca hai mwoi hai nim nira d€ giéu Tack. Toi sé tréu long yéu
nwde cye clng cdia 6ng, bd swu tdp dia sit John Wayne cuia dng va viéc 6ng
khing khiing véc ciy sing di khip moi noi, k&€ cd d&n s& thi hay ra bién.
Nhung ¢6 mot diéu tdi som hi€u ra: nguoi dan 6ng nay ludn gite 1oi. Néu
Tack néi bdy gior, Ong ay s€ dwa t6i dé€n trwong Pai hoc Rutgers trudc

muoi phit, bedc xudng nhirng bac thang trung tim th€ thao dé€n khu tip



gym that lIon dwdi tAng ham, noi &y ¢6 treo tA'm bang ron trén 161 ra vao:
HOAN NGHENH CAC LAP TRINH VIEN TRUNG HOC'!

Trudc diy t6i chuwa bao gior dat chan dén mot treong dai hoc, t6i khong
bi€t mac d6 nhw vay cé hop khong ntra. T6i mac quan Jams mau xanh
ngoc va 4o thun tring bat c& 1én, vi nhitng dira tré trong phim déu luon bé
cO do. Nhwng khi t6i dieng vao hang v&i may dira khac cing b6 me ching,
t6i nhan ra toi da lo 1ing hoii thira. Ai cling mic 4o thun tay ngéan - hiéu Pac-
Man, Bloom County, Far Side.

V&i hau hét moi ngudi, toi tin chéc ai cling tha’y né gidng nhw mot hi
cho’ khoa hoc bi nh'6i nhét trong mdt phong tdp gym. Nhung t6i cam gidc
minh da d&n Th& gidi Disney. C6 ra't nhiéu cic ban gd’p v&i da loai may
tinh cling bui ddy cdp dién ching chéo trén san. C6 cdc treong trung hoc va
dai hoc quang cdo chwong trinh khoa hoc mdy tinh, nhirtng nha kinh doanh,
nhirng dai Iy phan mém va dai dién c4c ciu lac bd mdy tinh. Tdi nhin khip
noi déong dac 1d hoc tro, cd tram dira, toan 1a dan mé may tinh nhuw t6i.

Doc mdt bén twong 1a ddy cdc mdy trdo choi mién phi, Alf va Clark lin
mat tdim d€ thir choi. T6i bwde d€n ban ding ky va gdp mot ngwoi tén Tién
si Brooks, ong ty gi&i thi€éu minh 1a nhan vat dwoe treong dai hoc Gy thac.
Ong mic mot chi€c 4o khodc mau xanh nwde bién c6 14 ¢ My bén ve 4o.
Da miit 6ng rdm ning, gan nhur nga sang mau cam, 6ng c6 ham ring tring
sdng nha't trong s& nhitng ngudi ti ting gip. Ong &y dwa téi mot chiétc
huy hiéu ghi THI SINH CHUNG KHAO va néi: “Thay thich trd choi cua
em, Will a.”

T6i nghi 6ng nhiam t6i v&i ai d6: “Tro choi cia em 1a Phdo dai cdim a.”

“Thay biét. Em la Will Marvin”, 6ng &y néi. “Théy s€ la ngwoi danh gia
ngudi thing cudc t6i nay.”

“La nguwoi danh gid w? Thé Fletcher Mulligan dau a?”



“Chuyén bay 6ng &y bi hoan”, Ti€n si Brooks giai thich. “C6 bao tran
qua Pittsburgh, may bay phai dap & Cleveland.”

“Thé& 6ng &y dén day lic may gio a?”

“Thay e la 6ng &y khong dén dwgc dau.” V¢ that vong hi€n hién trén
gwong mat cda toi nén Ti€n si Brooks 14p tirc chuyén sang néi vé nhirng
tiéu chi danh gid cia riéng 6ng. Ong cho biét minh 13 quan tri vién &
Boeing, mdt cong ty hang khong chuyén cung cdp mdy bay phan lgc cho
khong quan va tén Ittra cho NASA. “Thay da lam viéc v&i may tinh sudt ca
doi nén thay chic chin c6 th€ danh gid mot cudc thi trdo choi”, dng Ay
ngudc qua dau toi nhin Tack va nhdy mét. “Thay chic Fletcher Morgan s&
chap nhan quyét dinh cta thay.”

“Fletcher Mulligan”, t6i n6i. “Tén 0ng a'y 1a Fletcher Mulligan.”

“Chinh xac”, Ti€n si Brooks néi. “Pi dau do6 vui choi di, Will. bém nay
tuyét Iim day.”

T6i khong the tin dwgre. Toi da k€ nhirng van xui cua t6i hon ba thang
qua, nhwng diéu nay that ky cuc. T6i da phai déng nip cho bao nhiéu 6ng
chai mascara d€ doi dén gidy phiit nay? Gio Fletcher Mulligan con khong
dén nira? Ong &y dang lin & xt& Cleveland d6 1am qudi gi khong biét?

Khi ching t6i budc d&€n ban dang ky, Tack vong tay qua vai toi: “Tay
ti€n si d6 ndi thich tro choi cia chdu, Will. Chi khong bi€t nhi€éu vé may
tinh, nhwng chu cho rﬁng cudc néi chuyén d6 1a mot da'u hi€u tot day.”

“Khong phai”, toi néi. Mary va toi da thi€t k& Phdo dai cdin cho vua cta
nhirng trd choi, chir khong phai cho mot tén quan tri cong ty ngdo ngd’, ¢
lan da chdy ning nao d6 thAm chi con khong biét tén clia Fletcher. “Con
khong thing dworc dau.”

“Thing, thua, ai quan tAm chi¥?” Me hdi. “Pay 12 nim 1987 va Robert

Redford con chuwa thing gidi Oscar nao ma. Con nghi dng &'y ndn ma budng



xudi chdc?” K& tir khi qua lai v&i Tack, me tdi luon nhin doi toan mau
ong.

Chaalng con gi lam ngoai viéc di doc hanh lang ctia phong tap, nhung di
thé nay ciing chén, vi cac dai ly dang tang dia, vat dung va nhirng mén linh
tinh khac, mdi mén qua déu goi cho tdi nhé @&n nhirng cdi da ddnh mat.
Me tdi cir bao t6i 1dy gi d6 nén t6i nhan mot chi€c méc khéa nhya ¢ hinh
chi€c may tinh Compagq. T61 bi€t d6 la chi€c mdy duy nha't t61 dworc dem
ve nha t01 nay.

Cudi cung, me va Tack di dé€n gian cac treong dai hoc gidi thi€u nhirng
chwong trinh vé khoa hoc mdy tinh, con toi buwdc dén chd khu trd choi tim
ki€m Alf va Clark. C6 vai dira dang choi Ms. Pac-Man va Rolling Thunder,
nhwng ddm dong tu lai nhiéu quanh chi€c may c6 tro Gauntlet, mot tro choti
cho phép d&n bdn nguwdi choi cling ldc. T6i cho ring mot ddi choi da dat
dén ca’p dd vuot bac nao do, toi lach qua ddm déng d€ nhin rd hon. Toi vira
di qua mot nguwdi cao 16 miic 4o so’ mi tring thét ca vat den.

“Xin 16i”, tdi noi.

“[\J’m”, Zelinsky chi 4m .

Tbi nhin lai T4n nita. Ong &y miic @6 di 1am thwong ngly gidng nhw dng
A’y vira tir ctra tiém dén thang day. Trén mit i chic 13 hién 1én dong chir:
“Ong lam cdi qudi gi & day?” vi 6ng &y cham cham lic d4u: Ta thar sw
chang biét gi cd.

Trén man hinh mdy cia trd Gauntlet hién dong chit KET THUC va
ngwoi choi quay mit don nhan nhing trang vo tay. Mary Zelinsky di cling
voi Lynn Scott, ¢6 thu ngan & Video City va Sharon Boyd, ¢6 gédi h'6i dén
rap phim Regal. Lic d6, t6i nhén ra chi c¢6 ho 1a ba c6 gdi trong ddm dong
con trai trong phong tip. Sw ton tai doc 1& ctia ho dwong nhw 1a mot phép

mau.



Mary nhan ra t0i va viy tay. BO méng tay ctia c6 4y son nhitng ciu
vong s& 0 va 1, cling chinh 1a nhirng dong nhi phan ma c6 &y da son vao
hdm bon tdi bit dau 1am viéc cling nhau.

“Nay Will.”

Co @y nhin that tuyét, mét Mary thon tha hon, manh khanh hon nhw t6i
tirng bigt. Téc cit ngdn hon v&i nhitng phan nhudém highlight vang hoe,
mot dién mao méi mé cho mua he. Cd khodc 4o blouse tréng, quan dui
kaki, mang d6i giay Chuck Taylor mau h'dong. C6 1€ Mary s€ khong lam
ngwdi mau @6 tim dwoc, nhuwng quan 4o that vira viin véi cd Ay, gio thi co
ay chéng con gi d¢€ gidu gi€m ntra.

“Minh nghi ciu s€ khong dén”, to1 noi.

“B& minh dinh khong cho di dau”, c6 4y néi, “nhung r6i minh de ring
s€ ¢4 thém mot dira bé nra.”

Alf hd hc mom cho dé&n tén khi t6i gidi thich d6 1a tro dua thoi.

Mary gioi thiéu mé’y ¢ ban, nhwng di nhién bon t6i da biét Lynn Scott
tw Video City. “Ciing 1au r'6i nhi?” C6 &y néi voi Clark. “Ca he nay cau
chwa thué Kramer vs. Kramer dd’y”

Clark da né tiém bang do6 k€ ti khi ching tdi d6t nhap tham bai nui St.
Agatha, k€ ti khi Alf da cho moi ngwoi tha'y céi cang cia nd.

“Minh ban di lam”, Clark gidi thich. N6 dang nhét cdi cang vao tui,
nhung Lynn di bit gdp va ngin nd lai.

“Tw tw da”, cd &y ndi. “Co that 1a tay clu bi thuwong khi tréo dwdi hang
rao khong ha?”

Clark cwoi, giong nhw ciu hoi d6 1a tro dua.

“Khong, minh nghi€m tic ddy”, Lynn ndi. “Chuyén gi da xady ra vay?”



N6 quét méit nhin quanh phong mot ldc - ¢6 1& né tim 181 thodt - roéi mién
cwong 18y cdi cang ra khéi tdi. “That ra minh sinh ra da nhw thé nay r'6i”,
né thd nhén. “PaYy goi la di tat Iién ngdn, no la tat di truyén cta gia dinh
minh.” N6 xoay cdi cang sang trai va phai, d¢ Lynn nhin r6 hon. “Nhwng
tin minh di, ngay khi minh bwdc sang tudi mwoi tim, minh s€ nho bac si
phau thuét n6.”

Lynn bo1 ro1: “Cai g1?7”

“Ho s& cit n6 ngay phan cd tay”, Clark gidi thich. “R'6i ho s& gin cho
minh céi ban tay nhya va tréng né hoan toan binh thwong.”

“Nghe khi€p qua”, Sharon noi.

“Khong, that dién r6”, Lynn ndi. “Chaalng c6 1y do gi d€ ngai nglng ca.
Nhirng Tan cdu dén Video City, minh con chd d€'y.”

“A, minh gidu né di ma”, Clark thd nhén.

“Nhwng minh gdp cdu ma’y Tan khac nwra”, Lynn ti€p tuc. “Minh da thay
cdu di quanh khu duwong Market hay doc sach trong thw vién, di véi ban be
trong khu mua sdm. T4t cd nhitng I'4n d6, minh chwa hé chd y. Thé c6 Chida
day!”

To1 Chglng bi€t di€u gi lam Clark ngac nhién hon: viéc Lynn khong bo
chay la hét khi thay tay nd, hay 1a viéc tiét 16 ring cd 4y da nhin thiy né
quanh quan trong khu phd’, thw vién va khu mua sim. Nhitng ph4t hién nay
dwong nhw 1am ndy ra mot 10i sai trong trinh diéu khién né, né ding cing
ngic, co' mach né nhw dang phét nd, trong khi Lynn va Sharon doi né néi
di€u gi do.

“Pua r'oi day”, Alf néi, day moi ngwoi ra va budc d€n cai mdy cé tro
Gauntlet. “T6i tham gia vong tiép dworc khong? Vi tdi choi cir 1dm daYy.

Cac cau s€ nhur c¢6 thém mot Alfred Boyle trong doi.”



Lynn nim 13y tay Clark, dong vién né tham gia cling. “Cén thém ngudi
choi th tv”, ¢6 &y ndi. “Mary mudn di tham thd quanh day.”

“Pung thé”, Mary n6i. “Minh di mdt vong xem sao.”

“To s€ di voi cau”, toi ndi voi co Ay.

Bon t6i di that nhanh tred'c khi Zelinsky kip phan d6i. Mary va t6i di
qua nhitng quéy hang bdn sdch hwdng din mdy tinh, hd tro' hoc mdy tinh,
hay cai gi d6 goi la Chwong trinh trai vi tinh cia to0 chiec JA - bdn tuan
trong nhtrng khu I€u sang trong dwoc trang bi nhtrng chi€c mdy tinh t&i tan,
bao gom ca btra dn, v&i mirc gia hai ngan nam tram do la. Mary 18y mét to
bwom dwa tdi ki€u nhw tréu dua.

To6i c6 ca tri€u cau mudn hodi: Ca mua he c¢6 &y da & dau? Co ay dang
lam gi? C6 &y c¢6 nghi veé t6i khong? Co &y c6 nghi vé dira bé khong? Toi
da danh hang gio’ trén bang chuyén d€ chuan bj cho gidy phiit nay. Nhung
Mary chi néi chuyén nhe nhang, thé nén tdi chi bi€t nirong theo c6 aYy.

“Fletcher ding 1a lwoi”, ¢6 ndi. “Minh that sy mudn gap 6ng ay.”

“Minh cting the".”

“Khong phai 1a minh khong thich Tién si Brooks, nhwng 6ng 8y néi may
tinh d4u tién cta 6ng chay bang nhitng tAm thé bam 15. Vio nhitng nim
1950. Minh khéng chic 6ng &y biét choi game dau.”

“Minh ci nghi rang ching ta s& thua thoi”, tdi néi.

“I\J’”, Mary néi. “Co6 1€ vay.”

C6 &y khong ¢6 vé tha't vong. R rang 1a ¢6 &y da ¢6 nhirng wd'c mo’ Ion
hon. C6 &y dang dung cdi PS/2 m&i, vui vé v&i Lynn va Sharon, mua quén
40 m&i va lam cho minh trdng that xinh, trong khi t6i mdt minh mic ket
trong cai nha may my pham &'y, suy nghi van vo vé nhirng sai Iam da qua.

Nhan, van, nhdan, van, nhan, van.



“CAu tha’y chd thi chwa?” Toi hoi.

Mary chi vé phia xa ctia phong tip gym, chd cdi ban dai ddy man hinh
may tinh, tay ¢cAm va ban phim. “C4u c6 th€ thach ddu v&i cac thi sinh lot
vao chung khdo & d6. Ho 1p dit sin mdy tinh d€ ai cling c6 the choi. C6
mdt mdy cai ban lau cia tro Defender.”

“Choi duegrc khong?”

“Cling dwoc, néu cdu mudn choi voi phién ban chdm hon, kém hon cia
Defender.”

D6 1a Tan d4u t6i cuoi trong mua he. Toéi khong tin dwge 1a ching toi lai
cuoi dia voi nhau nhu trede dé dang dén the, cit nhu tdm tu4n troéi nhanh
trong chép mét. T6i mudn len qua céc thi sinh d&€ xem Phdo dai cdm the
nao, nhung cudc néi chuyén dang vui vé, téi khdong mudn cit ngang né. C6
1€ t&'t hon hét 1a d€ nhirng chuyén da qua tr6i vao di vang.

“Tién the”, Mary hoi, “me cdu dang hen ho v&i canh sat Blaszkiewicz?”

~

ccU.”

“C6 budn cwoi khong?”

“Rat budn cuwdi”, t6i ndi, roi nghi d&n mit ot caa né. “Ong &y khong
xau. R4t tt véi me minh. Ong &Yy tin 12 t&i nay tui minh sé thing, cau biét
roiday...”

“Hay th&!” Mary noi.

“Dung la vay day.”

Cudc trd chuyén cia chiing t6i bi ngdt quing bdi tiéng rit ciia micro. O
phia xa trong phong tap c6 mot bac nén dung lam san khau, Ti€n si Brooks
ding ding sau buc phat biu véi hai dai dién treong dai hoc khac. Ho yéu
¢Au moi ngudi gitt im ling, réi Tiéh si Brooks bit dau. Ong cdm on moi

ngroi dd dé€n. Ong néi dong dai vE fAm quan trong cda gidi 14p trinh vién



mdy tinh trong twong lai gan. Ong dy dodn ring, mot ngay khong xa, ai
cling s& c6 mdy tinh tai nha. Ong con bao ring ngudi ta s& mang mdy tinh
bd trong tdi va deo nd trén nguoi nira. “Thi twedng tweng mot cai may tinh
khong 1én hon mét thanh keo!” Ong hao hing néi, bon tdi cwdi ngit ngh&o
trede sy phi 1y trong nhirng 1o tién doan, toan 1a nhirng y twdng 187y ra tw
phim The Jetsons.

Cudi ciing, 6ng hudng sw chid ¥ vao sy kién chinh - ngudi chién thing
cuoc thi Tro choi cia nam: “T6i mudn ndi rdo mdt diéu. Ca nam thi sinh vao
chung khao déu c6 nhirtng ma tuyét voi. Ching dwoe 1ap trinh ra't tot.
Nhwng hdu hét 1a nhirng bi€n th€ cda may tro choi pho bi€n ki€u nhw
Space Invaders. Chi duy nha't mét trd choi trong t6i nay thyc sy tdo bao,
that sy doc ddo.”

Mary nhin t61 day hy vong, t61 bi€t c6 ay dang nghi gi. C6 1€ Tién si
Brooks 1a mdt gidm khéo t6t hon ching t6i nghi. R6t cudc thi trd choi nao
tao bao hon va doc dao hon Phdo dai cam?

Tién si Brooks ding hing, nhin vio ban ghi danh muc r'6i néi tiép: “Trd
choi thing cudc t&i nay khong chi 1a trd choi binh thwong. N6 dem dén
mot thr niém vui khac biét, phirc tap hon vi phan d6 hoa giy an twgng
manh mé& va 4m nhac bt tai. N6 dwoc 14p trinh tinh t& bang sy két hop
gitra ngdn ngt BASIC va ngdn ngir mdy tinh, d& gidm thi€u thoi gian tré
trong thudt todn mdy tinh. Hay cung t6i chic mung ngwoi doat gidi nhat
nim nay Zhang Hsu, v&i trd choi xua't sic ‘Xi t& nim cay’!”

Birc twdng trén bac nén 1ip man hinh trinh chi&u trd choi thing cudc,
nim l4 bai trén nén xanh lyuc tron. Moi ngwoi xung quanh to6i dang vo tay,
nhung t6i thi qud sdc khong v tay noi.

Tién si Brooks ti€p tuc: “Phai, ra't &n twong khi mot 14p trinh vién c6 the

tao hinh tau khong gian va qudi vat va di chuyén ching quanh man hinh.



Nhung di€éu Zhang Hsu da Iam con dang chi y hon. Thuat toan cta tro choi
nay dwoc van hanh bing trf tué nhan tao ma né ¢ the vueot trdi hon so véi
ngwoi choi thong thweong d€n ba mwoi 1am phén tram cac tro to6i da choi.
Zhang Hsu da lam rat t6t, toi tin 1a n6 m& ra mdt twong lai twoi sang cho
mang lap trinh mdy tinh. Chiic mwng Zhang Hsu!”

Zhang Hsu di 1én san kha'u, mét cdu bé lun, cé vé qudi qudi va chwa dé€n
mudi hai tudi. Cdu 4y phdt biéu ngin gon nhung ranh mach, gt 16 cdm
on bd me va ta't ca gido vién & treong Millstone Prep da bén chi va hd tror.
Thém mét trang phdo tay lich thi€p ntra, r6i b6 cdu &y giip bé cdi may
IBM PS/2 to dung xud6ng san khau.

“O!” Mary cam thén.

‘Cl l 29

“Ching ta thua mét dira chin tudi?”

“Piing the"”

T6i khdong mudn ndi ddi. Toi kha thd't vong. N€u thua tredc mot tro
tuyét dinh nhw Choplifter hay Space Taxi thi con dé hi€u. Nhung con day
lai 1a mdt trd md phdng danh bai nam 14?

Moi chuyén con t€ hon khi ching t61 con khong nhian dwgc nam muoi
do tién ho tro. Gitra ta't ca khong khi huyén ndo, ban t6 chirc dwong nhw da
quén ma't khoan nay. Mary va t6i hoi may ngwoi khac vé gidi thudng cho
thi sinh V€ nhi, nhung ché"mg ai c¢6 vé hi€u nhirng gi chiing t6i dang néi.

Me t61 di dén, Tack va Zelinsky di theo, ho 6m chung t6i. “Ta 18y lam
ti€c, cac con a. Cac con lam rat tdt roi. Cac con phdi ty hao vé ban than
minh m&i ding.”

“Ta nghi that nhdm nhi”, Tack ndi, 6ng c6 vé ra't byc boi. “Néu mudn
choi danh bai, ai ma ¢an d&€n mdt cdi may bon ngan do ch?”

Ong quay sang hoi diing cAu &y nhung Zelinsky chi nhiin vai.



“Ta vE€ thoi”, Zelinsky bao Mary.

“Chwra hét ma bd™, c6 &y néi. “B& hira 12 minh s& & lai d&n hét budi 1€
co’'ma.”

Zelinsky gat dau, ngwde nhin phia san khau, & d6 mdt ngwoi phuc vu
dang thdo micro va g& buc phat bi€u xudng. “Ho dep r'oi. Ma’y dira ban con
dau?”

Mary nhin xung quanh phong tip, nhung khong thd’y bong dang Lynn va
Sharon dau ca. Téi mong ho ctr di lac dau d6. T6i chwra mudn dém nay két
thuc. Chflng con lai gi sau t61 nay, khong gi ca ngoai hang ngan dng chai
mascara trén chuyén bat tdn. T6i khong bi€t minh c6 di strc tinh gid'c vao
sdng mai khong nura.

“Pi tim ma’y dira &'y th6i”, Zelinsky néi. “Mudn r'o6i.”

T chd nao do, Clark len qua dam dong.

“Moi ngwoi phéi di voi con”, né néi, ra hiéu khong chi voi téi va Mary
ma con ca Tack va Zelinsky. “Moi nguoi ¢an phai thd'y cai nay.”

Clark dan ching t6i qua phong tdp dén khu dwoc thiét k& c6 cd cdi
khung banner cho cdc tro choi vong chung khdo. C6 hai ban dai ddy may
tinh, cdc may dwoc cai sn céc tro choti lot vao top 5. Chiing tdi ¢6 thé nghe
ban nhac quen thudc triede khi tién dén chd ban, triede khi thd'y tteng may
tinh, teng mdy tinh mét, dang m& trd Phdo dai cdin. Tré em va nguoi 1om
lot vao gitra co’ man man hinh, chi trd va tranh luidn cdch choi va chién
thuat. Cang lic cang nhi€éu ngwoi ding xép hang doi dén lwot. MOt ga giai
cru nang cong chia thanh cong, ga ldc I theo nhip diéu chién thing cia
trd choi trong khi ddm ban chic mwng v&i nhirng man dép tay.

“Troi oi!” Mary tho't 1én.

“Moi nguwei thich né”, Clark néi. “Nhin ho kia!”



“Khéng”, Mary néi. “Y minh khong phai thé"”

Co &y dit tay 1én vai toi, day toi tw twe d€ t6i c6 the€ thd’y diéu nén thay.
Pirng sau day ban la mot ngwoi dan 6ng téc bac, mic 4o khodc tim, quian
jean den. Ong &y dang xem xét ngudi choi ki lwdng, quan sét cdch ho phan
rng v&i tro choi. T6i nhan ra 6ng &y ngay, tdt nhién, theo cach ma moi
ngwoi chd y mot khi Ronald Reagan bwdc vao gian phong.

“Ong &y 1a Fletcher Mulligan”, Mary néi. “Ong &y dén day kip roi!”

Ong &Y cii chio nhe nhang: “Tha mudn con hon khéng. Ta roi LA chin
gio trede, nhueng Me Thién nhién mudn thi thach ta.”

Theo sau Ong 1a hai nam hai nt tré trung - thuéc cap ctia 6ng & Digital
Artists. Trong ho trac tudi vi thanh nién - 1o6n hon Mary va toi, nhung
khong nhiéu 14m.

Fletcher chi vao man hinh. “Ta dang cam nhan trdi nghiém thyc tw tro
choi 8y”, 6ng &y noi. “Nhin chuyén dong trén cac hinh anh hai chiéu kia!
Va ban nhac ntra! St dung con chip SID nhw thé that thong minh, cic chau
cO nghi the¢” khong?”

Toi sor hdi dén ndi khong thd't nén 1oi. Toi khong thé tin dwge diéu nay
lai dang thc sy dién ra. Mary & bén canh thiic vao khuyu tay toi.

“Bon chdu da Iam nd”, téi néi. “Chau va Mary. Pay la trd choi ctia bon
chdu.”

“Cac chau dua a?” Fletcher nhin chiing toi tor dau dén chan. “Nhwng cac
chdu con bé 1dm! Bao nhiéu tudi nhi, mwdi bon tudi 4? Thay co ¢ gidp cdc
chau khong?”

Mary cwoi: “Ta't nhién la khong a!”

Mot ngwoi khéi ddng lai tro choi va man hinh tiéu dé bat ngo xuit

hién. Fletcher ti€n lai gdn man hinh, doc lwdt phian ghi chid. “Radical Planet



la gi vay?”

Zelinsky, me va Tack da dén sau bon t6i, moi ngwoi dang doi toi tra 1o
clu hoi: Radical Planet 1a gi? T6i nhd dén cai dém tai ctra tiém tdi da ghép
tén lai. Chuyén &y clr nhw cach dy ca triéu nam vay.

“La cong ty cua bon chdu”, Mary néi. “Will ddm phan thi€t k&  tro choi,
con chdu lo phian nhac. Song ca hai déu gép mot chiit trong moi phan.”

“Ai lo mang kinh doanh cho bon chau?”

“Bon chdu chwa c6 nha phat hanh”, Mary néi. “Bon chdu chi muén hoan
thién dau vao da’y va roi méi nghi dé€n chuyén phan phoia.”

“Phai, phai!” Fletcher quay sang nhirng ngwoi thap ting va nho Mary
nhéc lai, gidng nhu c¢d Ay rit ra dwgee ¥ nghia cudc sdng. “Pé 1a diéu ta
khong ngirng nhic d&n! Khong ra khoi trir khi thuyén di chuih bj xong!
Hoi Atari di. Ho da hoc dwoe bai hoc vai cdi tro E.T khing khi€p 8y.”

Nhirng nguoi di theo Fletcher cweoi ¥y nhj trong khi bd” me bon t6i ngang
nhin, b&i 161, c& ging hi€u xem chuyén gi dang x4y ra.

“Cac chau c6 danh thi€p chr?” Fletcher hoi.

Toi1 suyt nira néi “khdng”, nhwng [an nra Mary don dau t6i: “Bon chau
quén mang theo.”

“The 1am sao ta lién lac dwgrc day?”

Mary viét dia chi ctra ti€ém nha cd &y 1én mdt manh gid'y, cung s6” dién
thoai. “Bon chau c6 mdt van phong & Wetbridge. D61 dién 1a nha ga. Moi
thtt & d6 kha on.”

Zelinsky ding héng. “Va vira tin trang”, 6ng Ay néi khéu khao. “Hé
thong anh sang va ké moi.”

Fletcher dwa danh thi€p cho chiing t6i. Trén d6 cé in logo ndi ti€ng cua

Digital Artists, hinh anh in trén nhirng chi€c hdp chira may tro choi yéu



thich cta t6i. “Ta mu6n ti€p tuc ban chuyén, hi€u chi? Hay lién lac voi ta.”
Ong ta bét tay bon tdi, r'oi d&n bd” me bon tdi va Tack, xong 1an khud't vio
dam dong nhw cdi vong xoay vi try.

Ngay khi 6ng dy roi di, Mary va t6i nhwr n0 tung v&i ti€ng cuoi sang
khodi. “Cau c6 nghe 6ng &y ndi vé hi€u wng hoat hinh khong?” Co &y hdi.
“Céu c6 nghe Fletcher Mulligan khen hoat hinh trong tro choi ctia ching
minh khong?”

Ching t6i vui mwng don nhan nhitng td'm danh thi€p nhw the’ dwgrc lam
bang vang. Chiing con hon bt ¢ chiéc ciip ndo, tat nhién 12 con hon ci
nam muoi d6 la tién ti€t kiém kia. Mary chia tdm danh thiép ra tred'c mat
bo". Co 4y nhdy cing 1én vui swong. “Bd, d6 1a ngwdi ma con da k& cho bo’
nghe da’y! Ong &y giong nhw 1a Willy Wonka* ciia trd choi dién ti vay! B&
cO nghe 6ng &’y noi vé con chip SID khong?”

Willy Wonka 1a mdt nhan vat hw cau trong cudn tieu thuyét Charlie va
Nha mdy sécdla (xua't ban [an dau vao nam 1964) ctia Roald Dahl.

“Tw t con”, Zelinsky néi. “Chip SID la céi gi?”

Mit Mary mé to: “Oi tri oii! Ong &y quay lai kia!”

“Ai quay 1ai?” T6i hoi.

“Pang sau ciu kia!” C6 &y thi thAm. “Fletcher Mulligan dang quay lai!”

Willy Wonka cda tro choi dién t¢ mung don gidng nhw ching t6i la
nhirng ngwdi ban cii, nhw ching tdi da than thiét nhau 1au 14m rdi. “Ta quén
héi”, 6ng &’y noéi. “Ti€p theo thé nao?”

“Ti€p theo a?” Mary hoi.

“Tro choi ti€p theo la gi?” Fletcher hoi. “Céc chdu dang lam tro gi?”

T6i do ngwdi. Ai cling vay. Toi ching biét phai néi gi. Toi ching mudn

lam hdng thir gi ca. Fletcher dwong nhw hi€u 6ng 4y vira hdi mdt cdu kha



nhay cam: “Cac chau dang lam mot tro méi, ding khong?”

Mary hit mot hoi that sau, nhw sdp thi nén vay: “Mot thang nira mé&i ra
taA'm ra mon &y nhi?”

“T&t 14m!” Fletcher néi. “N6 hay chir?”

“Ong sé thich né da’y”, Mary htra. “Con hay hon ca Phdo dai cdin. Hinh
anh bit m&t hon, nhac chit hon, kich tinh rdo riét hon. C6 18 da’y 1a tro hay
nhi't ma chdu va Will teng lam.”

Fletcher gat gu, giéng nhw d6 la ciu tra loi 6ng mong dgi sudt ca budi.
“Thé& ta mudn xem ngay khi cac chau hoan thanh”, dng ndi. “Pia chi cia ta
trén danh thi€p. Ta s€ cho, thé’ nhé?”

Bon tdi bt tay I4n nira va 6ng &y lai 14 vio ddm dong.

Mary va t6i nhin theo 6ng &y, ngo’ ngan.

“Mot thang w?” T6i hdi.

“Minh xin 16i”, ¢d &y néi. “Minh cuéng qua.”

“Mot thang d€ lam mot tro hoan chinh tir con s6 khdng a? Khong dwoc
dau! Khong thé nao!”

“Céau cling n6i vdy veé ngdn ngtr mdy day. Nhung ching ta da hoc duwoc
day thoi. Chuing ta c¢6 the thyc hién an nira.”

“Gio thi khac r'6i. Minh con khéng ¢6 mdy tinh ntra kia!”

Mary khan khoan nhin bd va Zelinsky dwa mét nhin nhirng thanh xa clia
phong tap nhw th€’ tim mot 10 tw chdi khéo dworc viét trén tran nha.

“Tho1 ma, Sal”, Tack noi.

“Puore thdi”, Zelinsky dap. “Tui con cé thé dung phong treng bay hang.
Nhung khong thay d6i gi dau da’y!” Ong chi ngén tay vé phia toi. “Ta van
mudn ciu roi khoi d6 trede bay gio.”

Va nhu thé’, ching tdi quay lai v&i cong viéc.






Phuluc 1
Céac ban c6 th€ choi Phdo dai cdim tai website clia tac gia tai dia chi

http://jasonrekulak.com/game/


http://jasonrekulak.com/game/

Phu luc 2

Trang bia tap chi Playboy thang 5/1987, cu6n tap chi mo wdc cia ba cau

trai trong tac pham.
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