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Tap 08

Hanh trinh 1i€u minh cua hai thi€u nién vé NO.6 cudi cung da dén cao
trao. O ting thwong cta Trai Cai tao, Shion giip lai Safu trong ming tai,
nhung dau ngo Tan gdp nay lai 12 TAn chia xa vinh vién.

Safu van nai Shion va Nezumi giai thodt cho minh. Cach giai thoét chi
c6 mot, dé 1a pha huy I'dng nguc giam cam cd.

Va tan nhan thay, ciing tirc 12 phd hily ludn ca ngwedi bén trong né.

bing tredc hién thye khd'c liét d6, Shion va Nezumi quyét dinh thé&
nao!

M&Au chdt ndm trong tip 8!



1
Giong 1én di, hof hdi chudéng canh tinh!

Ta muédn thay thé gici lao vao cdnh hén mang. Gidng lén di, hoi hoi
chuong cdnh tinh! Ho'i gio, hdy noi lén! Hay can quét tat cd! Chi it, chiing
ta phdi khodc lén chién gidp va chét tai chon sa trwong.

— Macbeth, William Shakespeare

M inh yéu cau, Shion. Minh yéu ciu hon bt ki ai.

Nhirng b nio trdi lo lbng bén trong cac cdt tru trong sudt.

La ndo nguoi.

Bao nhiéu? Muwoi, hai mwoi, ba muoi... Cé th€ hon ndam muwei. Dwdi
chan cdc cdt tru dwdng nhw ¢6 ngu'dn sang, phat ra 4nh tring 16 nho.

Shion chwa thay khung canh th& nay bao gi¢. Ngin nip, sach s& dén
muc khong con stic song. San nha béng lodng, ching ¢6 18y mdt hat bui.
Bon bé tinh lang nhw to, cling khéng ¢6 mui hwong gi. Mot khung canh
khién nguwoi ta sén hét gai 6¢c, ding s hon ba't ¢t canh twong nao ma
Shion tirng chirng kién. o day khong c6 ti€ng khoc dau theong, ti€ng gao
thét hay rén ri, khong cé t& thi, mau chdy thanh dong hay nhirng gwong
mit co rdm vi dau don. Mic di vay, Shion vin thdy noi ndy dwom mui
chét chéc hon ca canh dia nguc tran gian dwdi tAng hAm d3 hin siu trong

mat cau.



Safu dang dirng ling gitra khung canh dang s .

“Safu...”

Shion toan chay b v€ phia Safu nhung lai loang choang roi nga khuyu
xuong san. Hai chan cdu mém nhiin. Tim ddp thinh thich. Co th€ bi
thwong, ma't mau va kiét qué cia cau dang than khéc.

Khong th€ ti€n xa hon dwge niva. Cau ngwde 1én, mo hdi lan qua ma,
chay vao miéng.

Safu van déng yén nhin Shion. C6 chwa hé thay doi, tr dd dai mai téc,
véc ddng d&n dnh mét kién dinh 4%, vin ven nguyén nhu thud nao.

NO.6. Lost Town. Cudc chia tay vdi va & tram xe. Safu cia ngay ay
dang & trudrc méit Shion. Trong cd khong cé vé mét mdi hay bi thuwong &
dau ca.

“Safu... cau van binh an v sy.”

Cau van binh an vo sw. Cau khong sao ca. C4u van con sdng. Con sdng
dé€ ching ta dwgc gdp lai nhau.

Minh yéu cdu, Shion. Minh yéu ciu hon bi't ctr ai.

Loi thd'10 cua Safu truyén téi tai Shion qua thé ID. Tinh cam chdy bdng
clia mot con ngwdi bing xwong bang thit lai phai truyén dat qua mot thix
mday moc cdng nghé cao lanh lung v6 cam.

Giong n6i d6 lai vang 1én bén tai cu.

“Shion, cqu da dén.”

Giong Safu hoi trAm so v&i tudi thi€u nit, ludn todt 1én sy khde khodn
va cirng cdi. Gigng ndéi than thwong biét bao. Shion chot thd’y 1'6ng nguc
minh run 1én, trdi tim nhw thét lai.

Oi, nhé qud di. Safu ndy, ching ta da xa nhau rat 1au réi nhi? Twéng



chung ca thé ki r'oi chwa gip nhau.

“Minh luén tin ring cdu nha't dinh s& t&i.” Safu mim cwdi, nwde mit
chott trao ra. Co vira khée vira cudi. “Minh van doi sudt. Minh ching 1am
dwoc gi khac ngoai doi cho ca, chi biét dgi cdu & day thoi.”

“U’” Shion nh&m nguoi ddy, thd hat ra. “Lé ra minh nén dén sém
hon... Minh xin 16i, Safu.”

Safu 14¢ dau, roi nghi€éng dau, nghi hoac nhin Shion, “Téc ciu...”

“Sao co? A, mdi téc nay ha? C6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra, va... thoi, minh s&
twr twe k€ lai toan bd cho ciu sau nhé.” Minh sé k€ lai tdt ca nhirng gi minh
da trai qua trong sudt khoang thoi gian ching ta chia cdach. Minh cé rat
nhiéu diéu muén néi véi cdu, mudn sé chia cing ciu, nhiéu d&€n mirc co
néi ca dém cling khong hét.

“Cau hin da phdi veot qua radt nhi€u chuyén khing khi€p ma minh
khong tai nao twdng twong ndi. Pén dwoc noi nay chic chin ching phai
viéc d& dang gi, the’ nhung ciu da t&i, nhwe vdy minh di man nguyén 1dm
r6i. Cam on, Shion. Cam on ciu nhiéu 1dm.”

“Nghe ctr nhw 1oi tring trdi &y nhi.” Bén canh Shion, Nezumi chot Tam
bam bang giong v6 cam.

Nghe thdy cau do, Safu nhin sang Nezumi, “Cau la... Nezumi?”

“(y

“Rat vui deoc gdp clu. Toi ludbn mudn dege gdp cdu mot [an, mudn
biét cau la ngwoi nhw thé nao.”

“Thi cling nhw cd dang thd’y thoi, c6 diéu binh thwong trong tdi khong
tham hai nhw bay gio. That khong phai khi ra mit mot tiéu thw trong bd

dang nay, nhung t6i ch:flng c6 thoi gian dau d€ rira mat sach sé, hodc thay



mot bd canh m&i tweom ta't. Mong ti€u thw bd qua cho.”

Nezumi ciing nhin cham cham vao Safu, “T6i c¢6 chuyén mudn hoi

A 29

co...

“Vang?”

“Chinh ¢06 da diéu khién mdy chd d€ din ching toi dén didy phai
khong?”

Safu khong trd 1¢i. Khong khi chot 1ing thinh. Shion van dang quy dudi
san. C4u ngwde 1én nhin Nezumi. Safu di€u khi€n may tinh cta Trai Cai
tao? Khong thé' nao, cdu &y dau the’' lam dwoc chuyén do.

Cau nudt nguwoc nhirng 1oi suyt tudn ra t miéng minh. That kho tin.
Nhwng khong con céch giai thich nao khéc.

P6i mat xdm ctia Nezumi khé liéc sang Shion, “Pung vdy. Khong c6
cach giai thich nao khac.”

N6i ra suy nghi ciia Shion xong, Nezumi lai ti€p tuc bing giong déu
déu vo cam.

“Chinh ciu da néi c6 ai d6 dang goi chiing ta, nho ¢6 ai d6 ching ta
moi toi dwoe novi nay. Chéc, du téi cha thich thd gi khi dé€n day. Mic du
vay, str gid cho’ d6n ching ta & Trai Cai tao nay, ngoai cd ta ra, t6i khong
nghi ra ngwoi thir hai nao nira.”

Shion chi c6 th€ gat dau tan thanh. Ban than cdu luén cam thdy Safu
dang goi minh. Chinh nh¢ giong néi 4%y thiic giuc, d4n 161 ma ciu mai td1i
dworc day.

Nhung nhwe vdy c6 nghia la Safu da két ndi voi hé thong may cha cia
Trai. Sao c6 thé? Bing cdch nio co chir?

“Shion.” M61 Nezumi khé map may. N6 goi té€n Shion. “Céu dinh ngoi1



d6 d&n bao gid? Ct ngdi li ra d6 ciing ching ai bé ca phé ra mdi cau dau.”

“A...” Phai r6i. Minh dang lam tro gi th& nay? Da toi tdn day roi ma chi
bi€t ng 61 bep trén san thoi sao?

Shion ddn sirc vao hai chan d€ deng 1én nhung van loang choang, kho
khdn 1§m méi ding ving dwoc. Nezumi ching hé gidp d& gi, Shion ciing
khong dinh dwa dAm vao né. Ca hai déu bj thwong, kiét stec va mat mau
nhv nhau... Khéng ding, tinh trang ctia Nezumi c6 1€ nghiém trong hon
ciu nhiéu. Khong the dwa dim vao Nezumi dwge nita. NEu bam viu 18y
Nezumi chi d€ chat vat dirng 1én thi sau nay ciu sé khé ma ti€n xa hon.
Phai ty minh dirng ddy thi cdu mdi c6 da sire ti€p tuc hanh trinh.

Safu van im ldng nhin hai ngwdi ho, cdc ngén tay c6 dan lai nhw dang
cau nguyén.

“Khong phai t6i.” Safu dot nhién néi. “T6i khong ¢ nang lyc &y dau.”

Nezumi kh€ nhiu may.

“T6i chi ludn tAm tAm niém niém rang minh mudn gip Shion ma thoi.”

“The’ thi 1a ai? Ai da dwa chung to1 dén day.”

“La Elyurias.”

“Elyurias!” Nezumi va Shion cung kéu lén.

Elyurias.

Ho biét dwoc cdi tén nay tw Lao, ngwoi da s6ng mdt khoang thoi gian
ra't 1au dwdi tAng hdm Trai, mot trong cac “cha dé” cda thanh pho NO.6, la
vat hi sinh dau tién bi Il ong ki sinh cwdp ma't ddi chan, dong thoi cling 1a
ngwoi ban cii than thiét cia me Karan.

Lao tirng néi the nay.

Elyurias 12 vi vua td1 cao trong qud khir. Khong, hién nay van th&’, nang



van dang thong trj t't ca.

Cho dén tan bay gio’, nang van dang thong trj ta't ca.

Shion s¢ vao tdi quAn minh. Con chip Lao dwa cho ciu van & diy. Sau
khi giai ctru Safu khoi Trai Cai tao an toan, ciu dinh s€ nghién ciru né that
ki lwong. Con chip nay chira dyng ta't ca loi giai cho moi bi an ciaa NO.6,
cta tAng ham Trai, va trén hét, c6 loi gidi vé nhitng bi mat clia Nezumi.
Loi gidi ddp cho moi thit. Chic chin né ciing chita nhiéu thong tin vé nix
hoang Elyurias.

Shion da ting hdo hirc v&i viée tim hi€u nhirng loi giai d6. Nhung tw
khi dit chan vao Trai Cai tao, cu di quén bang chuyén con chip. Chaamg co
thoi gian dAu ma nghi t¢i n6. Ca thé xdc 13n tinh than déu cing thing t&i
cyc di€m, bdi chi ¢An phdn dodn sai TAm trong mot tich tic thoi cling s&
ding tredc bo viee sdng chét. Gidy ti€p theo nhat dinh phai s6ng soét.
Song sét d€ di ti€p. Cau chi nghi dwoc ba’y nhiéu thoi.

Elyurias.

That khong ngo Safu lai nhic t&i cdi tén nay.

“C0 biet Elyurias sao?”

Lan d4u tién Shion thdy giong di€éu Nezumi tré nén hoang ho6t, chirng
td n6 dang ra't roi tri.

“T6i khong bigt. Nhung ba da dan dét cdc ciu t&i day. Ba cling da ddnh
thirc toi... va cho toi biét sy that.”

“Sw that.” Nezumi ldp lai nhw th€ mudn xac minh 1o néi d6. “Sy that
w? Safu, tai sao cdi ngwdi tén Elyurias d6 lai dAn dét ching t6i dén day?”

“T6i khong biét”

“Elyurias dang ¢ dau?”



“To1 khong biét... nhung...”

“Nhung?”

“Tdi nghi chéc 12 ba... dang & rat gan. T6i cdm thay the.”

“Po6 chi la tryc gidc cua co, hay 1a...”

Safu khé dong day, “Nezumi, ciu dang chdt van to61 dd’y a?”

“Khong chd't van thi sé ch:flng bi€t gi hét. Chung to61 d€n tan day khong
phai d€ tdn giu. C6 hang td chuyén chiing td6i mudn biét va phai biét. Néu
cd nhanh chéng tra 1o thi d6i bén déu cé loi. C6 khéng nghi vy sao,
Safu?”

“Céu noi ding. Nhung t6i tham chi chglng trd 1oi nGi mdt nira s6” nghi
van cla ciu. Ma cdc ciu cling ddu muén may loi gidi dap nwdc déi mép
mo, ding khong?”

“Vay y ¢0 la ching t6i phai ty than van dong di tim dap an?” Nezumi
tho dai. “Ciling tiee 1a cd chrflng bi€t gi het.”

“Chuyén vé cau thi tdi khong bi€t, nhung chuyén cda Shion... thi toi
bi€t.” Safu ciing thé dai. “Vi téi da ao woc dwee gdp lai Shion. Elyurias
nghe tha'u nguyén vong cua t6i. Ba néi...” M6i Safu run 1én, “Ta s€ dap trng
nguyén vong cta con. Ta s€ gidp con giap dwgc ngwoi ma con mong moi
nhat. Ba n6i the', va da gite 1o1.”

“Vay Elyurias ¢6 thé ty do diéu khién hé thGng may tinh sao?”

“T6i khong biét. Toi khong biét ba 1a ai, dang & dau, hay vi sao ba di
bét chuyén v&i toi... Toi ching biét gi ca.”

“Ba ta bit chuyén? V&i c6? Ngay bén canh c6?”

Safu phu nhan.

Khong, khong phai thé’.



“Ba tro chuyén voi t6i bén trong tdm thirc cta t6i. Trong ldc toi nga, ba
da truyén th?:ing ti€ng goi vao dau t61.”

“Khoan da, y c6 1a gi...”

“Thoi da r'6i.” Shion ndm 14y tay Nezumi.

N6 nhin tay roi nhin vao mat cau.

“Thé& 1a da roi, Nezumi. Ching ta d&€n day khong phéi d€ tén giu, cling
chéng phai d€ chat van Safu.”

Chiing ta di t&i dwoc noi nay. Gior chiing ta phai thodt khoi day. Bét
dau tr lic nay, ching ta c6 ba ngwoi.

Nezumi nhin Shion chim chim. R6i né chép mét. “Khong cin quan
tim tdi thir te vao ban, cac nguoi chi ¢an roi di thoi, dai loai nhw thé nhi.
Néu moi khach moi déu c6 the binh yén ra vé thi t6t bi€t ma’y.”

“Hi€m khi thdy ciu ti€u cyc nhw the” day.”

“Tdi chi than trong thdi, ai ngdy tho’ nhw cau chi¥? Gid nay chic ca Trai
déu da biét chuyén ching ta 1én t&i diy r'oi, c6 khi ma’y ong chd ding s¢
dang 1@ lrot hi huc leo 1&én @€ bit chiing ta &y chit.”

“Nezumi, chi ¢6 mot 167 di duy nha't dan Ién noi nay, chinh 1a thang
mdy ma ching ta da di. N€u thang may dé khong hoat dong thi chglng ai
1én day dworc ca. Moi thiét bj trong tda nha déu dwoc diéu khién bing hé
th6ng may tinh.”

“Cau dra vao dau ma chéc chén ring hé thng mdy tinh s& ludén ding
veé phia ching ta? Céu c6 the€ dodn bi€t dworc tinh hinh sé thay doi ra sao,
lic nao va & dau khong?”

“Thi...” Shion nghen loi.

“Chiing ta thdm chi con khong biét Elyurias l1a ngwoi nhw thé nao.



Ping quén diéu d6. Ping d& dang tin twdng mot ké ma cdu ching biét gi.”

Nezumi néi ding. Ca Shion va Nezumi déu khong c6 ba't cir thong tin
chinh xac nao vé Elyurias. Tat ca thong tin ho ¢6 dwoc chi dén tw 1o k€
mo’ h'6 cia Lao va Safu.

Khong duwoc dira dAm vao nhitng thir mo b6, khong dwoc suy dién moi
chuyén theo hwdng ma minh mudn. Phai chic chin khi dit niém tin vao
ngudi khic. Tin twéng khi khong chic chin thi chi 1a cdi vo rdng, 1a thit
gia doi dwoc vun dip bang sy ngdy tho ma thdi. Va chi mot thodng ngiy
tho’ cling s€ bi€n thanh diém y&u chi mang.

“Safu.” Shion néi v&i ¢6 gai dang ding tredc mat minh. “Cau c6 thé
dwa bon minh d&n chd mdy cha khong? ffm, hinh nhw & diy né dworc goi
la may Me, la trung tdm cua hé th6ng mdy tinh.”

Safu gat dau, khong hé do dw, ddn do hay tru trir gi ca, “Di theo minh.”
C6 quay lung va bat dau budec di.

“bi thoi.”

Nghe Shion goi, Nezumi thoang chian chw, “Tin dwoc khéng?”

“Safu &y a?”

“U. Chiing ta ctt th& nay ma di theo cd ta liéu c6 &n khong? Cau chic
chén c6 ta s& khong ban dirng ching ta chiz?”

“Chéc chin.”

“N6i nhw dinh déng c¢6t 4y nhi?” Nu cwoi lanh ling xud't hién trén moi
Nezumi. D&i véi nd, khflng dinh chic njch s& tin twédng mot ai d6 chaalng
phai dirc tinh t6t dep gi, ma la ngu xuan.

“Nezumi, du xay ra ba't cir chuyén gi, c6 ba ngwoi ma todi tuyét doi tin

twdng, d6 l1a Safu, me t6i va cdu.” Nhirng ngwoi ma ciu cé the tin twdng du



xdy ra ba't cr viéc gi, chinh niém tin d6 da gidp ciu ding vieng. Cau khong
cho ring nhw thé¢ 1a ngdy tho. Long tin hoi hot mi quing do6i lic s& day
ngudi ta vao hiém canh, nheng mot ngudi ching c6 ai dé tin twdng that
long thi s€ y&u dudi bi€t bao, chi ¢6 the di trén mat cat khong bi€t lic nao
s€ lun.

Du xdy ra chuyén gi cling sé gitr virng 1ong tin cho t&i phiit cudi cling.
Bdi vi d6 1a stec manh to 1o'n nha't.

“N€u... n€u c6 ai trong ba ngwoi nay ban ding t6i, tdi cam long don
nhén sy phan bdi dé. Cho du vi vady ma phai ma't mang, tdi cling khong hoi
han. Khi ma t6i phai nghi ngo Safu, me hay cau, khi téi khong the tin moi
ngwoi nira, thi cling 1a ldc téi bi diét vong.”

Nu cudi trén mit Nezumi t&t hdn. Mt n6 67 sam, trong nhw mot ngudi
miét mai ki€m tim chan ly, lai giong nhe mot ké lac 161 chzatng bi€t nén lam
thé ndo, chi con cdch dirng yén tai chd.

“Shion, cau khong thay gi sao?”

“Thay gi co?”

“Co6 gi do6 ki cuc.”

“Cai gi ki cuc?”

Nezumi im ldng, nhin theo bong lung cia Safu, “Bé di, cr lam theo y
cdu. Du gi thi bay gio’ ngoai di theo cdu ra tdi cling dau con sy lya chon
nao khac. Panh phai chdp nhén thoi.”

“Nghia la c4u tin t6i?”

“P ngd'c, dung c6 twdng bo.”

Dit 16, Nezumi sdi bude thodn thodt, trong ching gidng mot ngwdi

vira bj bin vao chan chit ndo. Ngwoe lai, Shion di chuyé&n nhw 18 18t ting



buwde mot, déi chan nang trich, ci nhw khéng phai chan cia minh nira.

Safu dan hai ngwoi bing qua nhing cdi cOt trong sudt, di sdu vao bén
trong. Chi mdt 14t sau, ho di ding trwéc mot birc twong tring hoi nga
vang, giéng hét mau cta san nha. Safu vira d€n trede biec twong, nd 1ién
te ddng ma ra hai bén.

“Can phong bi mat trong cung ca'm day a?” Nezumi li€m moi.

Shion mé to mét, nin thé trong vo thitc.

D6 12 mdt cin phong mau tring sang trng, khong rong 14m, chi twong
dwong phong khach ctia mot can hd thwong tha'y & NO.6. Bén trong phong
sang choang, roi sang tirng ngdéc ngach cia can phong ch?ing cé ctra sO hay
ba't c* mon d6 nodi tha't nao.

Chinh gitra can phong la mot cdi cot trong sudt swng sirng, dwong kinh
phai to gap do6i s6 cot Shion thdy tredc d6. Bén trong khdong phai ndo
ngwoi ma la mdt khdi cdu mau bac nhat. Toan bd khd'i cau chi chit nhirng
cai dau nho ra. Chép dau cr cach vai gidy lai nhdp nhdy, phat ra dnh sang
khi thi mau xanh, khi thi mau dd, cd mau dd sdm nira. Mot vai chd lai ndi
v&i nhitng dng din manh va trong sudt, cdc 6ng nay quan 14y nhau roi
hwong 1€n khoang khong t6i den phia trén.

“Pay 1a may Me.”

“Day chinh 1a may Me sao?” Safu va Shion cung cat giong.

“O Giot Trang ¢6 mdt mdy tinh véi cdu tric twong tw, d6 1a may
Grandmother, moi ngwoi thweong goi né 1a may Ngoai. V€ sau, vién nghién
ctru tach khdi Giot Trang, chuyén dén Trai Cai tao nay. Mot trong nhirng
nguyén nhan 1a ho da tao ra dwo'c mady Me nhd hon nhung lai c6 day du

tinh nang nhe may Ngoai.”



“Chuyén t&i Trai thi ¢6 th€ dé dang tim dwoc 1i chudt bach, hay néi
ding hon 1a ngudi phuc vu cho céc cudc thi nghiém. Pay chic hin 12
nguyén nhan thtt hai.” Nezumi thé hét ra. “N6i cach khac, nhitng cudc thi
nghiém cua ching da t&i giai doan cdn mot lwong chudt bach khong 16,
nhung lai khong th€ diéu dong @i nhiéu mau vat sdng & NO.6, cho du van
chuyén nguoi tie bén ngoai vao thanh phd' thi cling s€ gédp phién todi voi s&
lwong 16'n nhw thé’. Con & Trai Cai tao nay thi chuyén d6 khong thanh van
dé. West Block thi€u gi ngwdi. Ngay trwde, sin nguedi 1a d€ can bang dan
@, gio’ thi né trd thanh cong cu t6t d€ gom chudt bach. May Ngoai hay Me
gi cling duoc, cd 1€ diy mai la 1y do thyc sw cda bon ching. Co cé nghi
vay khong?”

“Cé6 th€ ciu néi ding.” Safu nhdm mét. Khi doi méit den khép lai trén
gwong mdt nhot nhat, trong c¢6 giong hét buip bé. “Trai Cai tao... luén la
noi lam thi nghiém trén con nguoi. o day da ti€n hanh v0 sO thi nghi€ém
trén co’ th€ ngwoi sdng. Thanh qua cta nhirng thi nghiém dé gidp NO.6 ¢6
dwoc nén y hoc viegt bic. Shion, minh va cdu déu hudng loi ich twr cac thi
nghiém do...”

“Um... Phai.” Shion quay sang hdi Nezumi bing mot giong khan dic,
mo h0, cir nhw chgng phdi giong cua cdu nwra. “Nezumi, cdn phong do...
can phong ¢6 161 di & dwdi ting ham...”

San thang mdy m¢& ra, hét nhw mot dai t&¢ hinh. Con ngwoi bi ném
xudng trong ti€ng thét gao. Tang hdm md ra trang dau tién cla tap sach
tranh song dong mang té€n dia nguc. O d6 ¢6 mot 167 di nhod hep, va dich
dén 1a mot cin phong vudng vire, noi Nezumi goi 1a chd nghi tam.

“U. Cudi cung c4u ciing nhin ra r'oi a? Lo1 di dan tir tAng hAm t&1i cidn

phong d6 chinh 1a d€ chon loc chudt bach. Nhirng ké dén dwgc d6 1a nguoi



chiu dung dwoc va dip khi rovi, con ¢6 the men theo 4nh dén chép tit d€ ty
thodt than, chirng t6 ho ¢6 th€ lyc va 6¢ phan doan hon ngwoi, nhuw vay
moi 1a chudt bach loai wu c6 tri khén nhat dinh. Pa dung thi phai ding
may con khde manh va déo dai mét chiit. Bon ngwoi d6 nghi the” day.”

Safu khé rén 1én.

Trong dau Shion chot hién ra mot d6i mat. La ddi méit cia ngudi dan
ong ma ngay ca tén ciu cling chaalng biét. Ngwoi d6 mudn chét nhwng
khong chét duoc, trong con dau don chi biét van nai Shion gidi thoét cho
minh.

Nezumi da giai thoat cho nguoi dan 6ng. N6 da giip ngwoi d6 ra di
thanh than. Nezumi néi rang nhw th& 14 giét ngwdi, chit khong phai ciru
r0i. Shion khong hiéu.

Bat k& 1a khi d6 hay hién tai, cdu déu khong tim dwgrc dap an cho minh.

Shion chi chéc chdn mot diéu, ngudi dan dng d6 1a mot con ngwdi bang
xwong bang thit, khong phai chudt bach thi nghiém.

“(¥ d6 ¢6 mot canh ctra, cu con nhé chd?”

Nezumi hoéi. Shion vAn nh¢ ra't r6. Cén phong ¢6 dén, nhwng chi séng
1o mo. Du vy, do da quen v&i bong t61 nén Shion van nh4n ra mot cédnh
clra mau xam.

“Canh ctra d6 1a noi bon ching dén thu thidp nhirng ngwoi sdng sot,
nhung né khong din d&n Trai Céi tao. Canh ctra d6 12 do cédc nhin vién
nghién ctru tao ra khi con & Giot Tring. Nhitng ngureoi song soét dwge din
ra ngoai thong qua canh ctra, bi cay chip dinh vi vao co’ th€ nhw tii nhan,
sau d6 ho dwgc dwa dén Giot Tring, ciing tiec 1a Toa thi chinh. Cay chip la
d€ phong ho c6 ké chay trén. Khi vién nghién cru chuyén dén Trai thi

may thll tuc reo'm ra nay ciing dwoc mién ludn, cdc khau trd nén nhanh



gon hon rd't nhiéu.”

“Chip dinh vi...” Mot y nghi bdng 16e 1én trong dau Shion. “Nezumi,
bdn ndm trwedc ciu ting di qua canh cira do, ding khdong? R6i cau chay
trd'n khi dang bi ap gidi dé€n Giot Trang.”

“Bon nam truede... P6 1a mot ngay mwa bao, cling 1a ngay ki niém toi
gap g& mot cau nhéc qudi la d@ md toang ctra sO d€ chao don t6i. Nhwng
gio’ khong phai 1a ldc 6n chuyén cii. Safu, cd biét sy that vé Trai Cai tao,
khong, 1a sy that vé NO.6. La Elyurias da n6i voi ¢d, ding khong?”

“Pung vay. Ba da cho t6i bi€t sy that vé NO.6, noi dworc ménh danh 1a
thanh ph6 Thanh 1y twdng. Nhwng Shion nay, cdu khdng chi dwoc cho biét
veé su that, ma con dwore nhin tin mét, nghe tan tai nwra.”

“... Chi mét phian thoi.”

Chi mdt phan thoi. Nhirng di€u ciu chwa bi€t, chwa nhan ra, nhirng diéu
cAu phai suy ngim van con ra't nhiéu.

Shion hit mdt hoi sdu. L'ong ngwe cau nhdi 1€n. Khong phai cai dau the
xdc ma 12 cdm gidc khé chiu mdi khi suy nghi vé NO.6.

NO.6 khong phai 1a vieon dia dang ma 1a mot thanh phd lanh ling, tan
nhan, khong tt thi doan tan bao nao d€ duy tri sy ph'én vinh va yén on clia
minh. The& nhung, nhwng, nhwng... Shion lai hit mét hoi sau. Cau édp tay 1€n
nguc minh.

NO.6 la gi? Cheamg phai 12 mot x s& dwore giy dung bang chinh ban tay
con nguoi hay sao?

Xin hay tin mét diéu nay thoi. Khi d6 ta va moi ngwoi dich thiee mudn
gdy dwng mot thanh ph6” ly twdng, mét veon dia dang khong ¢6 chién

tranh va ngheo doéi... Nhung chéng bi€t da sai ¢ dau ntra.



Lio tirng ndi the". Chéc chén khong phai 1a doi trd. Thud ban sor, NO.6
thye sy dwa trén nén ting wd'c mo va y nguyén cuia con ngwoi. Mot thé
gi¢i khong ¢6 chié€n tranh, td't cd moi ngwoi déu dwgc hanh phic.

RG6t cudc da sai & dau?

Giong néi nghen ngao cta Lao da in sdu vao tdm tri Shion.

Con nguoi da sai IAm tir dau? Con ngudi bat dau lang quén 1y twdng,
khuét phuc tredc duc vong twr bao gio? Hay 1y twdng clia con ngwoi von
di 1a thir dé dang héa thanh duc vong? N&u vay thi trong twong lai, bi kich
trong ty s& con ti€p dién. NO.6 nay ma bi hay diét thi s& lai c6 thanh phd’
Thanh th hai, thr ba xua't hién.

Con nguoi sai IAm & dau? Liéu nhan loai ¢6 th€ xay dwng nén mot da't
nuwdc, hay theé' ché” gi d6 twong ty ma khong hé pham sai Tam?

Shion 14c d4u. Gio khong phai ldc hoang mang bdi nhirng nghi van clia
minh. Ciu khong tr6n tranh. Sau nay cau nha't dinh s€ thaamg thin doi mat
voi nhirng nghi van 4y. Nhung diéu cén kip hién gio 1a tip trung tinh thén
d€ vrot qua hi€m canh trede mét.

Cau lai gan may Me.

Phia truedrc cdi cOt trong sudt c6 mot tim bang nhya, dwong nhw 1a bang
diéu khién, bén trén 1 nhitng phim tring dan thanh bay hang doc va mudi
b6n hang ngang, trén cac phim khong ¢6 chir, s& hay bat cir ki hiéu nao.
Shion nhan thtt mot phim nhung khong thdy phan ¢ng gi. Cau sot rudt
lwdt tay trén ban phim.

“Sao roi1?” Nezumi cham cha quan sat tay Shion.

“Cau co6 cich gi khong?”

“Khong c6.”



“Pung voi bd cudc. V&i cdi dau va kha nang ctia cdu, Me hay Ngoai gi
cau cling tan dugce thoi. Cau ra't la sat gai ma.”

“Cau d4nh gid toi cao qua roi, Nezumi. T6i dang chét cirng tai chd diy
nay. Pwng ndi tdi tan tinh, d&n cira t6i con khong dwgc phép budc qua. Me
khong them ti€p chuyén t61.”

Nezumi nheo mit, mau x4m trong mat né dwong nhwr sim hon, “Viy la
cau khong dwoc long Me roi. Thyce sy khong ¢6 cach gi sao Shion?”

“To61 chiu thua. Hinh nhw ¢6 mot hé thong xdc nhan dic biét. Neu
khong gidi quy€t dwore nd thi khong the nao tim hieu Me dworc.”

“Mot ngwrdi me nghiém khéc t&i mitc khién ngwdi ta khong khodi cam
than.” Nezumi tic lwdi thay cho ti€ng thé dai.

“Safu, con cau thi sao?”

“Minh ciling chiu, Shion a. Khong ai ¢6 th€ dén gan mdy Me, trie mot
ngwoi.”

“Mot ngwoi... thi tredng a?”

“Khong phai. Nguwdi nay khong c6 chirc danh nao cd. Han 1a ngurdi séng
lap va ditng d4u vién nghién citu... Hin coi ban than 13 k& thdng trj thuc s
ctia NO.6. Mdy Me 1a tic phdm clia hin va chi phuc ting minh hin ma
thoi. Ngay tw dau da the roi.”

“Vay cdi ba tén Elyurias thi sao? Ch:flng phai ba ta c6 th€ ché&” ngy may
Me tiy thich u? Thé nén ba ta mé&i diéu khién dworc céc twdng chin va van
hanh dwoc thang mdy, ddng ch?”

Shion quay sang nhin Nezumi.

bing vay, Elyurias. Néu la ba dy thi ¢6 the....

“Safu, lic nay Elyurias ¢6 néi chuyén v&i ciu khong? Cau c6 th€ cha



dong bit chuyén v&i ba &'y khong?

Shion ti€n dé€n gan Safu.

Safu lui lai mot budrce.

B4’y gior Shion m&i nhan ra si “ki cuc” ma Nezumi nhéc t&i ldc trude.

Tai sao cau &y khong dé€n gan hon? Safu ludn git mdt khodng cach
nhat dinh va khdng bao gid riit ngén lai.

“Safu?”

“Pung dé€n gan minh!”

Safu kéu 1én, nghe nhw ti€ng khéc. Nhin Safu dirng d6 run s¢, Shion
chot th'y tim nhéi 1€n, ¢di1 1ong cudn cudn song. Tai sao vay?

“Tai sao cau lai né tranh, Safu?”

“Pirng d&n gan. Lam on. Shion...” Nwdc mét chot lin dai trén md Safu.
“Minh da ludn cho... Cho doi d€ dwoe gap cdu. Nguyén vong ciia minh chi
c6 the thoi...”

“Chung ta da gdp lai nhau r6i ma. Minh dang déng diy, tredc mét ciu,
ngay ldc nay. Minh dén d€ ctru cu, d€ cung ciu chay tr6n khdi Trai Céi
tao.” Shion ti€n thém mdt budc va chia tay ra, “Safu, ching ta hay cuing
nhau thoat khéi day, ra khoi toa nha nay.”

Safu nguwdc mét 1én, dwdng nhue dang ¢ ngin con run ray. Co cén chiit
moi dudi, grong mit cing do, cham cham lic dau.

Co tw choi.

“Tai sao? Sao cau lai ter chdi che?”

Shion ¢& ging kiém ch& nhung khéng dwoc. TAm trang kich dong
khién giong ciu tré nén gay git.

Safu, hdly d&€ minh dwgc 6m ciu, bing chinh ddi tay nay. Minh mudn



om ciu d& bu dap cho nhitng thang ngay xa cich. Khé khin 1dm ching ta
moi trung phung, khong phai sao? Nhirng di€éu minh mudn néi v&i céu,
mudn sé chia cing ciu, mudn xin 16i c4u, tA't cd hda thanh con 16¢ xody
ddo trong tdm tri minh, nhw thac 14 cu’'én cudn, nhw gié bust thét gao.

Nhwng sao ciu lai tee ch6i? Sao lai cy tuyét doi tay mudn dang ra gidp
do cau kia ch?

“Safu, minh...”

Tay Shion bj nim lai.

“Dung lai di.” Ngon tay Nezumi bau vao da thit Shion. “Dung lai di.
Pwng dén gan hon nira. Cir lam nhw ¢6 ta bdo.”

“Nezumi, sao ca ciu ciling...?”

Nezumi im 1dng nhin Shion. N6 van nim chit tay cau. Anh mét né
khién ciu khong thd't nén loi.

Shion nu6t ngwoe cau néi dang dé ctia minh. Nhirng cau tw chwa ci't
thanh 101 héa thanh théac i, thanh gié dir cdu x¢€ trai tim cdu. Ba't an va
nghi hodc khi€n hoi théd cau loan nhip. Cam gidc ba't an nay khac hin v&i
ndi lo 1&ng khi nghi d&n nhitng khé khin ma ba ngudi phai d6i mit d&
thoat khoi Trai Cdi tao.

Co th€ ciu ctrng do vi ndi s¢ la lung.

“Safu, nguyén vong ctia co la gi?” Nezumi hodi. Khong phai giong diéu
cha't vAn gay git ma 12 giong néi dju dang ém 4i. “C6 mudn ching toi 1am
gi?”

Biéu cam cta Safu b6t cing thang hon, “Cau s& ddp Gng nguyén vong
cla t6i?”

“Co cr n6i.”



Safu théd nhe mot hoi, “Hay phd hiy may Me.”

Céc ngon tay ciia Nezumi si€t chdt hon, nhwng lai nhanh chéng budng
ra, chi d€lai cAm gidc ting bj ndm chit trén tay Shion.

“Ttrc 1a mudn ching tdi pha hily cdi mdy tinh nay w?”

“Dung vay.”

“Hi€u roi... Chac, n€u lam dwoc thi day ding la thanh qua veot ngoai
mong doi cia ching t6i. Tat nhién, tién d€ la lam dwoc.”

Nezumi 14y mot qua bom dang ddng xu trong tii 40, kep né bing hai
ngon tay.

“Chi céan chinh strc cong phé ctia mén nay 1én mic cao nhit thi ¢6 the
thoi bay cdi mdy tinh do.”

“Khong dwoc dau.” Shion nhe nhang cham vao céi cdt trong sudt. “Co
th€ mdy tinh dé& dang bi phd hdy, nhung van dé ndm & cdi cot nay. N
dwoc lam br?lng mot loai nhya dic biét, cho du bj tén Itra tin cong cling
Chglng suy suyén gi. Vi vay, Me gidng hét mdt qua cau thiy tinh boc trong
16p v vién nang kién ¢&’, qua bom d6ng xu khong pha hiy dwgc né dau.”

“M0ot tram phan trdm 1a khong pha huy dwoc a?”

“Dung vay.”

“MOot trdm phan tram ba't kha thi va khong phian tram kha thi. Vay thi
ching ta hét cach r6i.”

“Cay c0t nay c6 th€ mé ra dwore.”

Nghe Safu néi the, anh mit Nezumi chot tré nén sic bén.

“C6 m& dwge cdnh cira din d&€n mdy Me?”

“Khong phdi t6i.”

“La Elyurias?”



“Piing vay. Chéc chin ba s& mé dworc cdi cot niy.”

“N€u ba ta lam dworc thi chglng phai s& dé dang khién mdy Me nging
hoat dong w? Vay dau cin nho’ va ching t6i ntra.”

“Céan cé y chi.”

“Sao co?”

“Ba &y ndi... ¢an ¢6 y chi chia loai nguoi.”

Trong mdt thodng, Nezumi va Shion dwa mét nhin nhau.

“Y chi ctia loai ngudi méi pha hiy dwore.”

Safu 1dp lai, hét nhw mdt vu nwr truyén dat y chi cta than linh. Nezumi
khé xoay nguwoi lai.

“Elyurias da n6i the" w?”

“Dung vay.”

“Cling tirc 1a ‘ta s€ gitdp, nhung quyét dinh cudi cing phai do cdc ngwoi
tw chon lya’ chir gi?”

“Dung vay.”

“Nhung... nhw theé' nghia la...”

Nezumi ngdp ngung. Shion git dau, nhw th€ ciu da hi€u ciu néi ma
Nezumi bo dé.

Nhuw vay nghia la Elyurias khong phai con nguoi.

Chéc 12 vy roi. B&i that khé ma tin dwoc c6 ngwdi nao bing xwong
bang thit c6 thé virgt qua hé thong phong vé chit ché, xAm nhip kho dit
liéu thdng tin, ngoai trtr “nguoi d6”.

Elyurias khong phai 1a ngwoi. Thé thi ba ta la gi?

Thén linh? Ma quai? Tinh linh cta gi&i ty nhién? Khong phai chir!



“Y chf ctia loai ngudi méi pha hiy dwoc...”

Nezumi 1ap lai 1o Safu, a khéng, 1o Elyurias.

Safu nhdm mét lai, TAm rAm, “Chi con nguwdi méi cé th€ 6m aPp, nung
nd'u y chi pha hay th gi d6. Chi con ngwoi lam dwoc diéu d6. Vi vay, chi
c6 con nguoi m&i pha huy dwgec may Me.”

Nghe nhw ni€ém chu. Shion ba't gidc rung minh. Safu ma ciu quen biét la
mot ngwdi néi ning 1y 1& va biét cdch nim bét hién thyc. C6 khong mor
mong hao huyén ma chi néi theo thuc t&, cling vi vay, cd khong bi bé budc
trong thyc t& ma van ¢6 wdc mo clia riéng minh. Co nhay bén nhung tuyét
doi khong qua nhay cam. Tinh than cida Safu hét nhuv mdt cay non, y€u
mém nhung van veeon cao thglng tap.

Safu khong phai ki€u con gdi ctr 1dm ba 18m bam quanh di quan lai moi
mot cau thé nay. Tuyét d6i khong phai!

“Hiéu ro6i. Ctr tin & chiing t6i.”

Loi Nezumi khién mang nhi Shion rung 1én. Giong néi nay quen thudc
v&i cdu biét bao, vAy ma gio ¢ nhw dam thang vao tai ciu.

Safu mé& mat ra.

“C4u nhan loi u?”

“N€u do la diéu c6 mong mudn.”

“Cam on. Toi ra't bi€t on vi diéu d6.” Safu dan hai tay vao nhau, cui
dau cam on.

“T6i khong can 1oi cdm on nao ca. Phd hlly mdy Me chinh 14 bin xuyén
tim Trai Cai tao, d6i v&i toi ma néi la co' hoi nghin nam c¢6 mot, rat dang
d€ thir. Chi mong m& dwore cdi cot nay, khi€n may Me tam thoi ma't di 1op

gidp bdo vé.” Mit Nezumi sing ryc 1én, hét nhw mot ludi dao bén ngot.



Bat chot, tA'm bang diéu khién bat sdng, khodng khong xud't hi€n nhirng
con chir. Nezumi huyt mdt ti€ng sdo ngin roi ludt tay trén bang diéu
khién.

“Mé& khéa, mé khéa, mé khéa nao... O, ni¥ hoang kiéu ngao phiit chéc
bi€n thanh ti€u thw nhu mi, gio thi ngay ca t6i cling tan d6 dwoc nang.”

Shion nhin chdm chim vao tay Nezumi. Du 1a & dau, khi nao, nhirng ctr
chi duyén déng cta n6 cling luén hap din cau. Nhirng ngon tay lic ndy cie
nhw dang tau 1én mdt giai di€u ngot ngao, hay dang vi€t nén mdt ban nhac
vui troi.

Du & dau, khi ndo, Shion ciing luén ngdy nganh ngim nhin Nezumi.
Nhung hién gicr, ciu lai khong say didm nhw moi khi. Tréi tim ciu day &p
nhttng ti&€ng kéu hdn don, mdi lic mot to hon.

Cac ngon tay ctia Nezumi dung lai. Mot 13n sdng mau bac dot ngot xul't
hi€n ngay gitra cay cdt.

Mot, hai, ba, b6n, nhirng 1an sang ndi lai voi nhau thanh mot hinh chir
nhat ding to 1on.

“Canh ctra day r'oi, gio’ chi ¢an hdé ‘Vung oi, mé ra!” 1a xong.”

C6 1€ do tinh hinh cang th:fmg nén du cd td ra than nhién, giong Nezumi
van tram xudng, khié¢n bau khong khi nhw ning né hon.

“Khoan da.” Shion tém 12y c6 tay Nezumi. Ban tay cau cam nhan dwoc
than nhiét va mach déap cda né. “Pgi mot chut.”

Anh méit Nezumi thodng sa sdm. N6 im ling trong chdc l4t. “Shion,
ching ta khong con thoi gian d€ dan do va do dy dau.”

“T6i biét chir. Nhung 1lam on, doi mét chiit thdi... Safu nay.”

Safu van cii dau. Doi vai dwdi chiéc 4o len khé run ray.



“Safu, cdu van chuwa tra 101 cu hdi cia minh. Sao cau lai tr chdi? Sao
cau khong dén gan hon?”

“Shion...”

“Chi€c 4o len d¢... 1a do chinh tay ba ciu dan, ding khong? Luc minh
thay chié€t 4o d6... hinh nhw ching ta con chwa toi muoi tudi.”

“Phai r'6i nhi.” Safu chot mim cwei. “Cau da néi v&i minh rang chiéc
40 rat hop v&i minh. Minh da rat vui, vui 18m. Moi ngwoi déu ché nhao
chié€c 4o len dan tay minh mac, ndi rang do len dan tay gio’ chi con trong
vién bao tang théi. Nhwng cdu da khong cwoi nhao minh. Ciu... chi ¢6 ciu
lu6n chan thanh v&i suy nghi tinh cam cda ban than va ngwoi khac. Shion,
gap dwoc ciu trong cdi 1op dao tao nhén tai lanh ling, ¢6 don d6, minh
thyc sy rat...”

“Durng lai di!” Shion ngét 1o Safu. “Tai sao cdu nhic lai chuyén qud
khr? D6 khong phaéi 1a nhirng diéu minh mudn nghe. Minh mudn biét sao
cau con mic vwra chi€c 4o len tir h'6i mwoi tudi? Ciu da 1om, cao hon, véc
déang cling thay doi, lam sao mic vira né ntra chr? Hay 1a cdu mua mot céi
m&i y hét cdi ci? Nhung...”

“Minh mong ciu cé th& ghi nhé.” Lan nay la Safu ngét 1o Shion.
“Minh mudn cau khic ghi hinh anh ctda minh. Vi ciu n6i minh méc chiéc
4o nay ra't hop, nén minh mudn ciu nhd hinh anh khi minh méc né.”

“Ghi nh*? Cidu mudén minh xem ciu nhw hoi &c thoi sao? Safu, ciu
dang néi gi thé”? Cau khong dinh di cung bon minh sao?”

“Shion, d roi day.” Nezumi lai nim 14y tay Shion. L'4n nay, né con
kéo ra't manh khi€n ciu loang choang, ngd nhao vao long nd, nhung né

chang may may nhic nhich. “Dl roi. Ptrng c6 qua quét th"”



“Qua quit? Cdi gi qud quéit co?”

“Pung ¢ don ¢d ta vao chin twong chi d&€ x6a nhoa ndi ba't an cia ban
than, nhwr thé” hén nhét 1dm.”

Shion to4t md hoi. Anh mit Nezumi nhw kim nhon dam th?:ing vao cau.

“T6i... hén nhat?”

“Shion, chic chén ciu da nhan ra roi, 1am gi c6 chuyén ciu khong phat
gidc cht? N&u da nhén ra thi hiy nhin thing vao sy that di. C¢ mai lang
tranh, tr6n chay sé chﬁng gidi quy€t duoc gi hét. Chzamg nhung khong thay
doi duoc gi, ma cling khong the tre vé nhw ban dau dwore nira.”

Ct&r mai lang tranh, tr6n chay sé chg’lng gidi quyet dwoc gi hét. Chglng
nhtrng khdng thay doi dwoc gi, ma cling khong the tré vé nhw ban dau.

Khé thé qua. M6 hdi 1am hai mét cay sé.

“Shion, dirng trén chay nira. It nhat, khong phai lic nay. Cau khong thé
chay tr6n luc nay dwoc.”

Shion chép mét, nhin Nezumi, roi ngoanh sang nhin Safu, “Y cdu Ia,
day khong phai Safu that... ma chi 1a 4o anh...”

“Mdy Me dang cho chiing ta tha’y mdt hinh dnh thyc t€ 0. C6 ban than
ctia cau khong ton tai & thyce tai.”

KHONG TON TAI O’ THUC TAL

Gi chir? Nhirng 1oi n6i d6 nghia la gi?

Shion suyt hét 1én. N&i so hdi tudn ra tir thdm sau co’ thé. Safu khong
chay dén vong tay chao don cia Shion, thdm chi con chéng cham dén dau
ngon tay cua ciu.

Ba&i vi ¢6 khong lam dwgre. Co khong the dm cham 18y Shion, cling nhw

cau khong thé€ 6m co.



Khoéng ton tai & thyc tai.

Khong ¢6 thuye the.

Ttc 1a 4o anh.

Mot do anh khong c6 thuc the.

Giong Nezumi hoi nhanh hon.

“Ban d4u t0i bin khodn liéu diy c6 phai 1a mot cdi bay? Nhung nghi lai
thi by gior gidng bdy chiing ta cling chaalng cO ich gi. Né€u mudn tieu diet
to1 va cau thi c6 hang tram, hang nghin co’ hdi. Gilp chung ta sdng sot va
goi ching ta t&i day, hin phai c6 1y do nao dé. Tdi da nghi, Me phai mwon
dé&n hinh hai cta Safu chic 12 mudn truyén dat nguyén vong cho ching ta,
nhung khong ngo lai bao ching ta pha hily may Me.”

“M4y Me...” Shion dwa mét nhin kh&i cAu v&i vo sd” nhitng dau nho ra.
“Khong phdi la may Me...”

Shion lic dau phii nhan. C4c ngén tay Nezumi dan no'i 10ng.

“Néu la do mdy Me tao ra ao anh thi dang 1€ s€ tai hién hinh anh cuta
Safu hién tai chir khong cén luc tim chié€c 4o len mau den trong tri nhé cia
Safu. Mdy méc khong cé cam xic, nhwng Safu chon chi€c do nay, hoan
toan dya trén cdm xtdc c@a ban than. Nezumi, ngwoi cho ching ta thdy

Safu khong phai mdy Me, ma la chinh Safu.”
“Nghia la Safu dang st dung mdy Me d€ tao ra ao anh ctia minh?”
“Phai r'éi... Ping th& chir, Safu? Hay day cling do Elyurias diéu khi€n?”
Shion cam thay giong minh khdng con la ctia minh ntra.
Con da thd nhit nhat nhe nanh, c& strc phat ra ti€ng gam de doa, nhw
ti&€ng rén tram thap boc 16 sy kich dong, gay gat, nhung lai toat ra ndi so'.

“Ping vay... La Elyurias da danh thirc minh. Tredc d6, minh cam thay



nhuw dang trdi bong bénh trong mo vay, Elyurias da khoi phuc y thirc cua
minh, cho minh bi€t minh cé th€ lam gi. Minh... khong diéu khi€n dwoc
mdy Me, nhung minh ¢ th€ s&¢ dung mot phan chirc nang cia né. Kha
nang cda minh chi toi day thoi.”

“Cau ¢ dau? Cau thyc sy dang & dau?”

“Khong & dau cd.” Giong Safu nhuw déng cing. “Minh khdng con ton
tai & ba't cir dau ntra.”

“Vo6 ly. Thé thi ai tao ra ciu, ngwoi dang ding tred'c mat minh day?
Chéng phai 1a ciu sa0?”

“Minh khong con t6n tai nwra, Shion a. Minh da...”

Safu ti€n 1én mdt budc, Shion ciling thé’. Cau veon thaalng tay ra nhung
khong cham vao dwoce gi ca. Cac ngdn tay cau rd rang rat gan vai Safu,
nhung ching ¢6 gi & d6. M&i vira roi théi ciu con cdm nhdn dwoc than
nhiét va mach dap cta Nezumi, minh chirng cho thd’y né con s6ng.

“Minh mu6n néi loi tam biét voi cdu. Mudn gwi 1o cdm on dén ciu.
B&i vi ¢6 cdu, nén minh... da ludén hanh phic.” Safu ngwdc nhin Shion.
Trong mét c6 4nh 1&n sy kién dinh. “Minh yéu ciu.”

“Safu...”

“D6 1a sy thit ma minh mudn néi. Cau nghi minh nhw thé nao ciing
dwore. Minh yéu cdu, chi duy nhat di€u nay la sy that.”

Phai, day 1a Safu. Shion nghi. Manh még, thealng thén, ngoan cwdng nhu
canh chim vut bay, day thyc sy 1a Safu.

“Néu khong gap dwoe cau, minh s€ khong bi€t cdm gidc khao khat ai dé
l1a nhw thé€ nao, cling s€ khong hi€u dwgrc y nghia cda tinh yéu... Tha'm thia

nhirng cam xuc 4y, that t6t bi€t bao. Pworc sinh ra va gdp cau, minh chgng



h61i ti€c gi hét... Ha ha, nghe cr nhw dang ¢6” chirng t& minh manh mé nhi?
Céau ting ndi wa to6 ra manh mé 1a théi xau cdia minh.”

Ngén tay Safu cham vao ma Shion. Khong ¢6 cam gidc ngdén tay cham
vao da thit, nhung ciu chic chin Safu d3 cham vao minh.

“Shion... cau cling nghi nhw th&’, ding khéng?” Qua bo vai Shion, Safu
dwa mét nhin Nezumi & phia sau. “Cau ciing nghi nhw minh, phai khong?
Cau vui mwng vi da hi€u dwore nhirng cam xdc 'y, thé nén khong th€ song
trong thé& gidi chéng bi€t thé nao 1a khao khat, thé'nao 1a yéu nwa.”

~

Diing vay, Safu. Minh da biét bd mat that cia NO.6, da hi€u ra doi voi
minh, né 1a m6t the nhw thé” nao. Minh hi€u cam gidc con tim x0n xang vi
ai, khao khat mdt ai 1a thé” nao. Nhirng ngay thang v tri vé gidc xwa kia,
minh khong thé quay vé, cling khdng mudn quay v€ nira. Minh hoan toan
khong mudn tré lai cudc s6ng nhan ha nhrng mu quang &y ntra.

Shion siét chit nim tay d&€ ngwdi khdi run 1én. Thé nhwng cd nim tay
ctia cau ciling run 1ay bay.

“Ching ta khong céan tré lai cudc sdng do. Chgng viéc gi phai [am nhw
th&’ ca. Safu, chi ¢An bat dau mot cudc sdng méi tir khodnh khéc chiing ta
bi€t rdo moi chuyén la dwoc. Ngay tai day, ngay luc nay.”

Chiing ta s& di ti&p, s& bit dau mot cudc sdng mdi. DAy khong phai Ia
két thic, ding khong, Safu? Tw gio chidng ta s€ s6ng cung nhau, cung v&i
nhau...

Shion nhin sang cdc 6ng din clia mdy Me.

Ching nd1 dén dau?

Dung d€'lam gi?



“Xin cau...” Safu n6i, ddm dam nhin Nezumi. “Hay phd hiy may Me
di.”

Nezumi khong lang trdnh. N6 im ling dén nhan 4nh méit Safu va nhan
loi dap (rng yéu ciu cua cd. Safu thé phao mot hoi, 1a sy nhe nhom twr tin
day long.

“Cam on cau rat nhiéu.”

“T6i lubn gitr 1oi hira, cho du d6 1a viéc gi, mot khi da hira, t6i s€ khong
hd1 han.”

“Um, t6i biét cau 12 ngwdi nhuw the”

Nezumi lai nhin sang bang diéu khién.

Cénh ctra chit nhat do c4c ldn sdng bac quay lai bi¢h thanh mau dd, mé
ra hai bén.

Ctra d3 mé. Khong chiit do dy, Nezumi vwon tay vao trong. Bang diéu
khién ngédn khong cho nd ti€n sau hon. Du may Me da gan trong gang ta’c,
nhung Nezumi van khong th€ cham tdi.

“Tsukiyo.”

Con chudt mau den tho déu ra tw tim do choang si€u s¢i cia Nezumi.
Ng6 quanh qué't roi phong vut 1€n vai Nezumi.

“Trong cdy ca vao may day.”

Tsukiyo ngoam 13y qua bom d6ng xu tir Nezumi.

“Nezumi, khoan, doi1 da!”

“Khong doi nita.” Nezumi thang thimg ti chdi. “Toi s& phd hiy méy
Me. Khdng th€ chan chwir dwoc nira.”

“Khong. Khoan da, ciu doi toi ki€m tra d4u con lai cda nhitng 6ng din

kia ndi voi cai gi da.”



“Khong can thiét.”

Shion nhin vao mét Nezumi, “Cau biét diing khong? Cau biét Safu dang
& dau... biét cac 6ng dan ndi voi cdi gi...”

“CAu ciing bi€t roi dd’y thoi. Vi ciu da thd'y may thir d6 kia ma.”

Thi do...

La canh teong bén ngoai can phong nay. Canh twong hét nhw mdt nghia
trang v&i vo s& bia mo trong sudt déu tim tdp. Khong, khong phai bia mo,
quan tai thi ding hon. Nhirng c6t tru trong sudt chira ndo ngwoi, tya nhw
nhurng chi€c quan tai dwa tang.

“Pi di.”

Nghe hi€u Iénh ctia cht nhan, Tsukiyo nhdy vot vé phia mdy Me r'6i dap
xudng cd mdy an toan.

“T&t 1dm. Chén qua bom vao d6 di.”

Tsukiyo khéo 1€o nhét qua bom hinh dong xu vao gitra hai dau nhd [én,
r'oi ngang déu, khit khit miii hwong vé phia Nezumi nhw th€ dang doii thém
hi¢éu 1énh.

“Lam t6t 1am.”

Tsukiyo nhdy xudng long ban tay Nezumi. Tay né vira rit vé thi canh
ctra dan d&€n mdy Me Iién khép lai, ciing tinh ling nhw ldc mé ra.

Shion ditng ngdy nhu phdng, tro' mét nhin dién bién.

Nezumi néi v&i Safu, “Xong roi. Te gior t&i khi phat nd con ba phuit.
Pay 1a gi¢i han 1au nha't c6 th€ cai dat ctia qua bom.”

“Ba phuit... Hai ngwoi mau chay di!”

Anh mét va giong diéu Safu gdp gdp hon. Shion nhin Nezumi, roi lai

nhin Safu.



“N&u mudn chay trdn thi ciu cling phai di cing.”

“Shion, cdu mudn minh phai 1dp lai bao nhi€u I'an nira? Minh khong the’.
Cau va Nezumi mau chay di.”

“Safu!”

“Mau chay di. Mot giay ciing khong duorc 1ang phi. Nhanh 1€n!”

Thoi con di hoc, mdi thang mot T4n, ca hai phai thuy&t trinh bai nghién
ctru theo chu dé. M6t Tan no, khi dé€n lwot trinh bay ctia Safu, vai hoc sinh
khac cting chi d€ nghién ctru ¢6 tinh xi Xam to nhd va phd binh ¢d. Shion
chwa kip ding 1én nhic nhé dam nguwdi d6 thi Safu da nhin chim chim vao
ho, nghi€m giong quét, “Hay bi&t li€ém si mot chat di!”

Mot ban nam cao 1on ng6i gitra phe pha binh ding diy, mat may cau

7

co:

“Hay biét li€m si 4? May dang si nhuc bon nay da’y ha?”

“Toi chging hé c6 y si nhuc cac ciu. Bat k€ n6i dung ra sao, nghiém tic
ling nghe tir dau d&n cudi k&t qua nghién ctru clia ngudi khac 12 phép lich
s t01 thi€u, khdng phai sao? Tham chi mo6t dira tré 1én ba con lam dwoc
nhung céac ciu thi khong. The chfmg phai vo li€m si thila gi?”

Mot trang phéo tay vang 1én trong 1&p hoc. Ban nam kia cin moi, im
ldng ng 61 xudng.

Hai m4 hoi tng h'ong, 4nh méit quat cedng, cam hoi héch 1én day wong
nganh, Safu tredc mit Shion van hét nhuw ngay d6. Thé nhung ciu khong
thé cham vao c6, khong the€ cling c6 chay thoat.

Khong chid’p nhan duorc.

“N&u ciu & trong nay...” Shion siét tay thanh nim dA'm ro6i d6n hét sitc

binh sinh nén manh vao cay cdt. “Minh sé dwa ciu ra khdi day. Ching ta s€



di cung nhau, Safu.”

Bat k€& cau bién thanh bd dang gi di chang ntra.

“Dung lai!” Safu hét 1én. “Duwng lai, ding lai di. Xin ciu dwng lam
the"”

C6 dang hai tay nhw d€ chdn tAm nhin ctia Shion.

“Shion, dirng ma. Minh xin ciu ddy. Ping... ding lam diéu tan nhin
nhw vdy...” Safu thuyc sy so hdi. N&i s tudn ra tir 10 néi va d4nh mét co.
“Néu bi cau nhin thdy by dang do... chaalng tha minh khéng mong nh¢&
cu... chang tha minh dirng nguyén cu cdu t&i day...”

“Nhung Safu...”

“Shion, minh nhéic lai. Minh khong con tOn tai ntra nhung van bi ¢cAm
th. Thyc sy rat dau don. Minh khong thé... khong th€ chju dwng ndi nhuc
nay thém dwoee. Thé nén lam on, hdy phd hiy mdy Me di. Hay giai thoat
cho minh.”

Shion chéng th€ suy nghi dworc gi.

Muén van lin sdng bac hién 1én trong dAu, cit dit dong suy nghi clia
cau.

“Pi theo t6i.” Nezumi kéo tay Shion. “Safu, nho’ ¢c6 ddm bao dwong
thoat than cho ching t6i dén phut cudi cung.”

“Ta’t nhién roéi.”

Safu chot chay vé phia Shion. Cédu toan dang tay 6m 18y ¢, nhung co’
the ¢6 ¢ the xuyén qua ngudi ciu, ching ¢6 chiit luc va cham nao. Tham
chi cd mdt con gié nhe thodng qua cling khong c6.

Minh 1a 4o anh. Mot 4o anh khong hon khong kém.

Ngan van 1 néi ciling khong thuy&t phuc bing mot I'4n trai nghiém.



Chudng bdo dong ba't chot vang 1én khép Trai Cai tao.

Bédo dong khan cap. Bdo dong khan cap.

Muc d6 nam, mirc dO0 nam.

So’ tan khan cap. So tan khan cap.

Nezumi nim tay Shion, cling di theo Safu. Mot nira tAm trf ctia Shion da
dinh tré, cau khong th€ cha’p nhan sy that, khong th€ dwa ra phan dodn xac
ding, tham chi chzamg th& nim bét tinh hinh trwedc mat.

Cé ba ching ta sé cung thodt khoi noi ddy. Minh, Nezumi, Safu... ca ba
ngudi ching ta, con séng sét, bang xwong bang thit. Ching ta s& chay
thodt, d€ duwoc dirng dwdi dnh mat troi TAn nira. Ping vy, 1€ ra sé€ nhw vay.

Bénh rang kéu cot ket trong ddu ciu, phat ra 4&m thanh cua kim loai, ctr
xoay roi ding, xoay ngwoe roi lai dng.

Ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két...

Dong suy nghi bj cét dit ¢6 ldc dwoc ndi lai, c6 lic lai ngit quing,
bung ra, tu lai, vdn x04n vao nhau.

Cé ba ching ta s€ thoat khoi noi ddy. Ching ta s€ tr6n thodt, s€ vé lai
noi than thwong 2.

Nhé qud, nhé qua, nhéd qua, nhd qua di thoi... Noi da ghi ddu vao day
mét, dd kham sau trong tdm tri, khong phdi NO.6, ma I cin phong d6, noi
nhiém mau da gidp minh thirc tinh va tai sinh.

Minh mudn Safu chi€m ngwong can phong do, can phong noi Nezumi
sinh sOng.

Safu 2, noi d6 tuyét 1dm day. Ngoai sich ra thi hau nhuw chﬁng co gi
khdc. Chi c6 mot chiéc gh#’, 10 swdi, mot chidc giwong cing 1ii chudt nhat.

Chi ba’y nhiéu thdi. Chic chin ciu s& tr& mit kinh ngac, nhin h&t chd no



toi chd kia, vdi tay cham nhe vao ndi sadch. Va sau d6... sau d6 ciu sé lam
gi? Liéu cau s€ cwei? S€ tram tr'd tan thwedng? Hay s€ kinh ngac d&€n mirc
chi biét ding nhw troi trong?

Minh s€ cho cau bi€t, noi d6 chinh la vach xua't phat

Minh da xui't phét tr cdn phong d6, dwdi sy chi din cta Nezumi, cit
buwde dau tién roi khoi cai I'ong vo tri. Minh da bude vao mot the gidi ma
minh chwa hé biét dén trudc kia, hét nhw dira tré Tan dau chiém nguong
khong gian bén ngoai ngdi nha cia minh. Minh muén cho céu thay céin
phong.

A, va ca Inukashi nita. Minh mu&n gi&i thiéu Inukashi véi ciu. Cau Ay
it t6t va vui tinh. Chic chin hai ngudi sé than nhau nhanh thoi. Inukashi
s€ hi€u dwoe cdu. Cau Ay cb th€ danh hoi ban cha't cia con nguwoi. Bat k&
nguy trang gidi d€n dau, Inukashi déu c6 thé€ phat gidc sy ngao man va ngu
xuah ding sau vé boc AYy.

“M{ii tdi thinh 1dm dA’y, ddc biét nhay v&i mii thdi rira. Bat k& 12 thit
sdng, com thwra hay 1ong da con nguoi, chi ¢an ¢é ti mui thoi 1a t6i danh
hoi tha’y ngay, khong qua mét dwoc toi dau.”

Inukashi tirng néi th&”. La that ddy. Cdi gi cu &y cling danh hoi dworc.
Loi hai 18m. Chinh vi vay, minh nghi ciu &y s€ thich ciu. Inukashi hin s&
khit mii r6i néi, “Hwm, Shion nay, c6 nang nay twoi dd’y, trong ngon ra
phét. Chi it an vao cling khong bi ngd doc thyc pham.”

N6i réi Inukashi s€ cwwoi hé hé. Inukashi hoi doc mdm doc miéng, vm,
chic 1a c4u s& di tr ngac nhién ndy t&i ngac nhién khic cho d&n khi quen
voi miéng lwdi chia cdu &y. Nhwng Inukashi khong bao gior néi doi. Cau &y
tuyét doi khong lam viéc gi trai voi lwong tdm, 1a mot nguoi ciu ¢6 the hét

1ong tin twdng. Chic chin ciu s& tha'u hi€u con ngudi ctia Inukashi thoi.



Ha ha, minh ¢6 th€ twdng twong canh Inukashi mat may nhan nhd, rut
ré bit 14y ban tay ma ciu chia ra. Minh nghi minh s& phai nhin cwoi khi
chirng ki€n canh d6 mat.

Con chu Rikiga ntra. M6t 6ng chd 1én tudi, va la ban ciia me minh daYy.
Ngac nhién chwa?

Chu Rikiga ciing kha doc m6om doc mi€ng, con c6 théi xau la nghién
reou nira. Chu c6 th€ udng sudt ca ngay. Nezumi va Inukashi ludn ché&’
nhao chu vi t6i regru ché. Nhwng hai ngwoi d6 nhiéu khi néi nang that kho
nghe, d&n mirc minh thdy t6i cho chd Rikiga. Chi udng qua nhiéu thit,
nhung... néi the’ ndo nhi? Chi song tinh cdm 1im. Hoan toan c6 th€ cdm
nhan dwoce tinh cdm cia chd. O NO.6 khoéng doi ndo gip dwoc ngwdi nhu
chu ay. Vi chﬁng ai chiu thgng thin boc 16 cdm xidc clia minh. C6 diéu
Nezumi bdo rang “Con lam cho cdc mach cam xic cta ldo &y bung hét
roi, chzalng con dugce tich sy gi nika nén m&i tuén hét ra ngoai nhw thé™...
Hw, Nezumi ciing d6¢ mom ddc miéng chgng kém gi Inukashi ca.

C6 mdt cd bé tén Karan, w, truing té€n v&i me minh da’y. Con bé 1a nguoi
ban dau ti€n minh quen & West Block. Con nhd nhwng ra't thong minh, lai
giau long ty trong. Karan thich sach tranh. Minh da doc cho con bé nghe
kh4 nhiéu cudon. Lau 1&m r'di minh khdng doc sdch tranh.

Va trén hét, minh muén néi v&i cdu vé Nezumi, mdt ngwoi ma minh hi
vong cdu s€ hi€u thém. Minh gdp Nezumi Tan dau b6n ndm veé trudc, trong
mot d&m mua bdo. K& tir ldc d6, minh cdm tha’y ban than da bi ciu Ay bét
gitt. O’ bén Nezumi, minh nhw mot ké mi 10a... A khong, phai néi 12 minh
dwge soi sdng m&i ding. Anh sing &y vo ciing ryc r&, cho nén trong
thodng chd’c, minh khéng th€ nhin thdy gi. Thi lyc clia minh yéu &t nhw

the” ddy, yéu ¢t dén mirc chang nhin thd'u ban than, cling nhw khong thay



dwoc sy that xung quanh minh. Safu 2, 4nh mét va 1&i néi ctia Nezumi nhu
xuyén qua co’ th€ minh, ghim vao mau thit va danh guc minh, nhwng cling
da ctru mang minh. Nho' ¢6 Nezumi, minh dwgc nung chay ra r'oi dic lai,
dwoc ban cho sinh mang moi.

Safu, Safu, d61 v&i minh, cu la ngwoi ban khong gi thay thé” dworc, 1a
ngwoi ban v cling quan trong chaamg ai bi kip.

N6i thé ¢ phai tan nhdn 1dm khong? Tinh cdm ciu danh cho minh va
cam xudc minh danh cho ciu s€ mai mai la hai dwong thging song song
ching bao gir cdt nhau.

Sao ciu tré con thé?

Cau tung chan chwong hdi minh nhw the”. C4u néi ddng. Minh ra't u tri,
dén mic chinh minh con tha’y xau hd. Minh khong th€ khdng ché& cam xiic
ctia minh. Néu minh ciling yéu ciu nhw cdu yéu minh, n€u minh c6 th€ yéu
ngwoi ban quan trong khong gi thay thé” dwgce 1a ciu...

Céc banh rang ct chuyén dong, phat ra thir Am thanh ron nguoi.

Ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két, ken két...

Ca ba chiing ta s€ thoat khoi day. Ching ta sé lam dworc.

Ho chay lwdt qua nhitng c6t tru trong sudt. B6n bé tinh ldng, chi ¢6
tiéng bwdre chan ctia Shion va Nezumi vang vong.

Cénh ctra mau dé thAm mé ra, hanh lang ving ling xuit hién. Ba cdnh
ctra van déng im im, chzatng ¢é ti hoi ngwoi nao.

Safu dwng lai.

“Pi di, nhanh 1&€n.” Co chi tay vé phia thang mdy. “T6i s€ diéu khién
thang may trong khodng thoii gian gi¢i han triede khi bom nd.”

« A WA . , N 2 X < v .
“Hieu roi.” Nezumi bwoe ra hanh lang, né van ndm chat tay Shion.



“Safu, cau clng di...”

“Minh chi c¢6 the di d&€n day thodi. Shion, cam on, va tam biét. Nezumi,
cdu cling vay.” Safu né nu cwoi.

Canh ctra dong lai Tan ntra.

“Safu, dor1 da, Safu...”

“Shion.”

Tay bi tom chit, than th€ bi xoay sang phia khac, Iién sau dé, bung
Shion lanh tron mot cd dam.

Shion nghe tha’y ti€ng rén tram thap ctia minh. Cau quy xudéng, ngad vao
vong tay Nezumi. CAu van chwa bat tinh, nhwng ti chi s€ té dai trong mot
khodng thoi gian ngin, khong thé ctr dong duorc.

Shion bj 16i t&i thang mdy. C4u nghe thdy hoi thd gd’p gdp va nhip tim
dap cta Nezumi. Thang may m¢ ra nhw the chao don hai ngwoi. Nezumi
lam bam gi d6, Shion khdng nghe rd. Hai chan cau riu lai, loang cha loang
choang, Nezumi ben b& ludn cdu vao thang may.

Thang may nhanh chéng di xudng.

Chudng bdo dong van tié€p tuc vang lén.

Bédo dong khan cap. Bdo dong khan cap.

Muirc d0 ndm. Mrc @O nam.

So’ tan khan cadp. So tan khan cap.

T4t ca nhan vién, 14p tic di tan.

Murc 36 nam. Mirc d6 nam.

So tan khan cap. So tan khan cap.



“...Safu.”

Shion guc xudng san thd ddc. Nezumi cling ng6i xudng roi thd hon
hén. Khong th€ dirng 1én dwore niva. Shion nghi.

Ca the x4c 1an tinh than déu kiét qué, gidng nhw cdi 14 kho héo nhung
lai ndng trinh trich, c& nhw twng s¢i téc cling ¢c6 day chi trong d6, khong
th€ nhidc nhich dwoc.

“Khoan... 1én ti€ng da.” Giong ndi clia Nezumi nhw t&i tr mot noi rat
Xa, Xa voi voi trén cao.

Nezumi, t6i & diy d€ lam gi? Tai sao t6i lai guc & ddy mot cach tham
hai thé nay? Con Safu dau? Tai sao lai bd roi cau ay? Hay cho t6i biét di.
Cau ting néi khong dwoc dwa dAm vao ngwoi khéc, phai tyy minh tim kiém
ddp 4n. C4u coi khinh nhitng ké dé dang dwa dAm vao ngwoi khéc, toi cling
ho then béi sy yé€u dudi clia minh. Nhwng... nhwng Tan nay, hdy cho t6i
biét dap an di. Hay cho t6i 1oi gidi chinh xéc di.

Tai sao tdi lai & day? Tai sao t6i lai & day va bd roi Safu? N6i di. N6i
cho tdi biét di, Nezumi. L'an nay, t6i phai dwa dim vao ciu roi.

Thang may dot ngdt dwng lai. Do chdn dong, Shion ndy nguwoi 1én r'oi
lai ngd xudng san. Canh ctra dang m¢ thi dung hin. Ben cling tit ngdm.

Shion nghe thay ti€ng sdm sét tir xa vong lai. Ngay sau dd, chan dong
thi hai ap toi.

S&m chdp? Khong, khong phéi. Ma la...

Ti€ng no len vao tai. Bong tdi bao trum.

Shion dwa tay bit hai tai, ra 1€n trong cam léng.

Ctra thang may déng lai, bit dau di xudng.



Safu lang ngwoi ding nhin thang may roi di.

Man nguyén r'oi ch? Bt thinh linh, mot giong néi diu dang vang 1én
trong tai c0.

“La ba a, Elyurias?” Safu nhin quanh, nhwng ta't nhi€n khong tha’y gi ca.
Du khong nhin thdy nhung cd cdm nhén dworc.

Safu, th& nay c6 on khong? Con man nguyén roi w?

Min nguyén? Safu nghiéng dau, dit mot tay 1én nguc, nwéc mét chot
trao ra. That mudn 0a khdc ntrc nd. Shion... Shion... dd di mat r'6i. Ciu da
1dn 161 d€n day vi minh, 1€ ra minh nén thdy man nguyén. Nhung sao bay
gio’ minh lai kich déng thé& nay? Shion, Shion, tai sao ngwoi & bén ciu lai
la cdu ta? Tai sao khong phai 1a minh? Tai sao minh khong dwoc phép
chung s6ng voi cdu? Néu khoéng ¢6 cdu ta, cdu s€ yéu minh chk? Tuy
khong the cung s6ng, nhwng c6 the cing chét.

Safu ngang mat 1én, hai tay dat tredc nguc, cac ngdn tay dan vao nhau.

Safu, con khong hé mong wdre diéu do.

That ra... thit ra minh tirng mong cdu sé cling chét v&i minh & day. Hay
cung tan bié€n thanh tro bui v&i minh nhé, Shion?

Safu 1c dau. C6 khong hé mong mudn diéu d6. Tham chi d&n ldc nay,
cd cting khong mudn diéu dé xdy ra. C6 mudn Shion ti€p tuc s6ng va thay
dGi thé” gidi. C6 mudn clu tao dwng mot thé” gidi khong con ba't ¢t ai phéi
bd mang b&i nhirtng nguyén nhan ba't minh ba't bach ntra.

Shion, hay ti€p tuc s6ng. Hay sdng tron cudc doi cdu. Lam on.

“Elyurias, ba dinh lam gi?”

“Ta? Ta dinh 1am gi w...7”

“Pung viy. Ba ciing dwoc te do, giéng nhu toi vdy. Tw gio’ ba s€ lam



gi?”

Ti€ng cwoi vang 1én. Nhu con gié khé lwdt qua thao nguyén.

Ctr nhin va xem ta s€ lam gi.

Safu ruing minh. Khong phai gi6 khé lwdt qua thao nguyén ma 1a lu'dng
gi6 lanh mang theo muwa va tuyét, bdo hiéu mua dong gid rét sip tdi.

Safu, ta rat thich con. Puoc gdp moét ngwoi nhw con, ¢ 1€ 1la mot y
nghia to 1o trong doi ta.

“Y bala gi?”

La gi nhi? A, da d&n Ivic roi. Ta phai di day. Tam biét, Safu.

“Tam biét.”

Phii, di dén ldc roi. Safu nhim mét lai, cAm nhin mui hwong cda

nhirng tdn cdy tam trong nang 4m. Cudi cung, cd cling c¢6 the mim cuoi.



2
Gat di tat ca

Dep hét nhitng do dnh, nhitng noi lo so hdo huyén va nhitng bong ma
di! Co cudc song day! Co phdi gior ddy ta khong song ddau? [ ...] Chiia cru
vo't ay linh hdn muy,.. [...] Bdy gio la vieong qudc cua Iy tri va dnh sdng...
cia y chi, cua siec manh... Hiy xem di! Hay dén thdch ddu di!

— T¢i dc va Trurng phat, Dostoyevsky

Lily dang ngu say, ngdy khe khé trén chi€c sofa cli dat & gian sau ti€ém
banh.

Lily cudn tron nhw tw thé cua thai nhi, cau may biu moi, dwong nhw
gid’c ngli clia ¢d bé khong an 6n 14m. Vét nwée mét van con hin 1 trén ma.
Hin c6 bé dang rat bAt an nén m&i nim co ro, tay nfu chiit 14y tAm chin
Karan dip cho minh.

“Lily t01 nghi€p.”

Karan chinh lai tdm chan x0c xéch cho LiLy. M6i c6 bé map may.

“Cha o1i... dung di.”

C6 bé 1am bam trong gid’c ngu, tay niu chat 18y mot goc chan.

Nuwdc mét trao ra, Karan voi quét di dong nwde mit. Khéc khong cé ich
gi hét. Nwde mét chwa ting gitip ba gidi quyét dwoc van dé gi ca. Khi
Shion bién mat, ba ciing da khéc can nwde mét roi da’y thoi?

Ba ludén khéc, khéc va khéc. Poi lic nwdc mit dd gidp tAm trang ba



chuyén bién tot hon, gitip ba ¢6 thém diing khi d€ bwde ti€p tdi ngay mai.
Tlng trai qua cdm gidc d6 nén ba khdng hé coi thwong nwdc mit, cling
khong cho rﬁng rovi 1€ 1a mot viée dang ho then.

Thé& nhwng hién gio’ lai khac. Minh phai bao vé c¢6 gdi bé nhd nay.
Khong dwoc khéc. Phdi manh m€ hon nira.

Karan nhe nhang vudt toc Lily.

Minh phai bao vé Lily khéi moi nguy hiém, khdng d€ con bé phai buon
ba, dau kho nira. Minh da khong thé bao vé Shion va Safu, chinh vi vay,
minh phai bdo vé Lily bing moi gi4.

Minh chéng c6 sttc manh ndo ca. Strc manh thay ddi thé” gidi nay, sirc
manh d€ xua di nhirng tai wong, d€ bao vé nhirng ngwoi thian thwong, minh
chflng c6 gi hét. Minh chi ¢6 chit strc Iyc nhd nhoi, nhung khong hé ba't
lwc. Minh phai gin gitt phén strc lyc bé nhd nay, phai ding né d€ dang rong
doi tay, che cho cho nhirng ai yéu dudi hon minh.

“Cha... cha oi... con sg 1im.”

Karan nhe nhang hon Ién tran Lily, “Lily, khong sao dau. S€ on ca thoi.”

Co ti€ng go cra.

Ai d6 dang g0 ctra, e de nhung lai hoi ha. Truede kia, mdi [4n nghe ti€ng
g6 cira, tim Karan lai dap thinh thich vi cho rang Shion d3 vé, nén mudn
lao ngay ra mé&. Nhung gior dy, ba c6 th€ binh tinh d€ 14ng nghe.

Khong phéi ba da dainh ma't ni€m hi vong. Ni€m tin con trai minh mot
ngay nao d6 s& tré vé van cim ré trong tri tim ngwdi me clia ba.

Nhat dinh sé tdi ngo.

Loi nhin ciia Nezumi da mang d&n hi vong cho Karan. C6 hi vong, ba

trd nén ung dung va quyét tim hon. La the cia Nezumi d6ng thoi cling



nhic nhé ba phai binh tinh, va cho ba niém tin.

Nhat dinh sé tdi ngo.

Ping vay. Mot ngay nao d6 nhat dinh con s€ tré vE€, Shion a. Nha't dinh
la vay. Karan dirng diy va rén rén di ra cira.

“Karan, cd c¢6 & nha khong? La t6i day.” Mot giong nam cé phan mét

3.

moi.

Yoming, anh trai clia Renka, me Lily, 6ng 1a nguoi bac duy nhat, mot
trong nhirng ho hang than thich it éi cta c6 bé.

“Pei chiit nhé, Yoming. P€ t6i md cira.”

Karan kéo manh 1én va m@ khéa ctra. MOt ngwoi dan 6ng cao gay loang
choang budc vao. Trong 6ng mét mdi hon nhiéu so véi giong néi cua
minh.

“Renka thé nao roi?”

Karan dong ctra lai, hdi ngwoi dan 6ng vira ng'di thup xuéng ghé’. Vi
qu4 lo 1dng cho nguwdi chdng di 1am maii chuwa vé nén tinh than Renka tré
nén hodng loan.

“T6i cho Renka dung it thudc an than, khé khin 18m m&i ngt yén duoec.
Renka ctt khéc va gao thét... Té 1dm. Chwa bao gior toi nghi n6 sé khéc 16¢
nhw thé”. N6 von rat manh mé ma.”

“Renka hin phdi lo 1dm.”

“T4t nhién rdi. Renka d¢i mai nhwng van chealng tha’y Getsuyaku tré ve.
Cau ta khong di chuyén xe buyt thwong ngay, cling cheamg di chuyén sau.
L'an dau tién c6 chuyén nhw th&” k€ tw khi ca hai két hon. Renka khang
khing ring chong né di gip chuyén chaamg lanh, bao 1a khong bi€t nén lam

th€" nao. To61 da trin an nhung n6 khong chiu nghe... Nhin Renka nhw vay,



t6i dau long 1dm.”

“Néu c6 chuyén gi thi chd lam phai bdo v&i gia dinh ch? N&u khong
c6 thong bdo nao, thi...”

Yoming khé lac d4u. Quang thAm dudi mit sim mau hon, 16ng may
nhiu chit lai.

“T6i khong bi€t cau ta lam & dau, cling chzatng bi€t nén goi d€n dau hay
goi ai d€ hdi nira. Getsuyaku khong hé néi voi gia dinh vé noi minh lam
viéc.”

“Ca Renka ciing khong bi€t anh &y l1am viéc & dau sao?”

“f]', Renka néi th&. Sau khi k&t hon, Renka ting gang hdéi Getsuyaku
maYy Tan nhung ciu ta khong tra 1oi. Cdu ta chi bdo minh tuyét d6i khong
lam gi mo 4m, chi 12 c&p trén d3 din khong dworc tiét 10 véi ai, bang khong
s€ bi sa thai ngay. Thé nén cdu ta nai ni Renka dwng hoi ntra. Da néi toi
murc d6 roi nén Renka danh phai chiu thua. Lwong cia Getsuyaku khong
hin 12 cao nhung hon hin thu nhép binh quan cda cw dan & Lost Town.
Ciu ta lai dwa hét lvong cho vo nén dan da Renka cling khong t0 mo vé
chd 1am ciia ch'dng nira, ty nhi rang d&n lic ndo d6é ch'dng sé& néi véi minh
thoi. Hai vor ch'ong né c6 bé Lily, dira con thit hai cling sip chao doi, nén
Renka chi mong dwoc sdng 6n dinh, vi viy du thic mic nhung né ciing
mét nhim méit mé& cho qua. P& rdi biy gid nén ¢ sy nay day.”

“Nhung anh Getsuyaku lam viéc & ddu ma phai gitr bi mat voi ca gia
dinh minh ch&?”

“Co nghi noi d6 1a dau?”

Yoming ngwée 1én nhin Karan. P6i mét d ngau clia 6ng 4nh 1én tia sic

bén. Karan nudt nwde bot.



Bi mit, che gid'u, yén ldng.

“Trai Cdi tao.” Loi vira diet, dau ludi ba da ddng ngit. Du biét chi 1a 4o
gidc nhung vi ding ciling khién ba phai run Ién.

“Piing, ti cling nghi nhw the’. Tuy khong c6 bing ching nhung t6i tin
chic, Getsuyaku dang 1am viéc & Trai Cai tao. TAt nhién ciu ta khong th&
lam & phong ban quan trong gi, nhwng mot noi lam viéc ma dén ca nhan
vién cap thap cling bj yéu cau phai git mom gitt miéng thi chi c6 thé 1a
Trai thoi.”

“Nhung, cho dii anh Getsuyaku thyc sy 1am viéc & Trai, hing ngay anh
Ay van vé nha ding gior ma?”

“Phai. Hing ngay cau ta luén di 1am va vé nha ding gio. Th& nhung
hom nay, dit Renka da dgri moi mon nhung van chzalng thd’y bong dang cau
ta ddu ca. Hon ntra...” Yoming ngip nguwng.

“Co chuyén gi da xdy ra a?”

Yoming moi trong tdi 40 ra mdt cdi bao nhd, doc thir bén trong ra long
ban tay. Karan ba't gidc nin thé.

“Troi a, tién vang!”

La ba dong vang. Mot dong vang twong dwong véi thu nhidp nira ndm
cua cw dan Lost Town. Ba d6ng vang la mot mon tién khong I6.

“Getsuyaku da dwa s6 tién nay cho Renka.”

“Sao anh 8y c6 dwgrc nhi€u ti€én nhw vay?”

“Renka cling da hoi Getsuyaku. V&i tinh khi cia Renka thi ‘héi” & day
chic 1a chat van roi.”

“Anh Getsuyaku bao thé nao?”

“Getsuyaku cr néi vong vo, chi bdo khong phai tién ba't lvong, khang



khing riang day 12 thu nhip hop phdp. Chi néi ba’y nhiéu thoi... C6 diéu...
sau d6 Renka nghe trdm dwoc ch'ong 14m bam mot minh, ring ba’y nhiéu
s€ di cho may me con sdng on dinh trong mot thoi gian dai. Renka khang
khing cho rang y ctia chong 13 cho dit khong c6 ciu ta thi may me con
cling s& sdng tot... rm, toi ciing cho rang ddy khong phdi do Renka ca
nghi.”

“C6 phai anh Getsuyaku linh tinh minh s& giip bat tric khong?”

“T6i nghi vdy. Renka néi v&i tdi hai, ba hdm nay Getsuyaku hanh xt
ra't la, c& nhw dang sor hai va hoang mang vi diéu gi d6. Pac biét 1a hém
qua, ciu ta nhw ngwoi ma't h'on, goi ciing khong thém dap.”

“Lily cing nhan ra. Con bé ra't lo cho anh Getsuyaku.” Cang néi, giong
Karan cang run 1€n. Tim ba dép lién h'6i.

Mot khoan tién 1on khong rd nguén goc, 1o 1am bam nhw the biét
minh s& khong tr¢ vé, hanh vi ki la, tdt ca déu mang mui hay diét. Renka
sao ¢ th€ khong bat an va hoang loan cho dwoc. Chwra k€ Renka con ting
chitng kién ngudi chong tredre clia minh chét bat dic ki ti nira.

Bi kich twong ty s€ xay ra [4n nwra.

Y nghi d6 khi¢n Renka lo ling va so hdi. Mdi 4m gia dinh v&i
Getsuyaku la chon thién dwong bé nhd ma Renka va con géi Lily kho6 khén
14m m&i ¢6 dwoce sau nhitng ngay thang chat vat khi dot ngdt mat di ngudi
chong, ngwoi cha. Boi voi Renka, mdt Tan nira bi twdc doat t6 Am la diéu
qua ddi tan nhén.

Yoming d6t nhi€n dirng day, di t&i di lui trong cira ti€ém chat hep. Tiéng
buwde chan 16p cop vang 1én déu dan.

“C6 lién quan gi d&€n nhau khong nhi?” Ti€ng bwdc chian gan nhw at di

cau ndi tram tha’p, gan nhw la 1dm bam cua Yoming.



“Anh vira néi gi?”

Yoming khung lai. Ong xoay lai, di dién véi Karan. Khuén mit cing
thgng nhwng hai ma &ng dd, chirng td6 6ng dang phan khich.

“Liéu Getsuyaku c6 li€n quan dén bi€n c¢6 xdy ra & NO.6 khong? Co
nghi sao, Karan?”

“Khong, tai sao chir, khong thé€ nao...”

“C6 cho ring khong lién quan 47"

Hai mit Yoming t&i sAm nhung lai néng hirng hwc. Chi trong vai phiit,
sdc mit ong thay d5i hoan toan. Hay ddy md&i 1a bd mit that ma Yoming
ludn che giau bay 1au nay?

“Getsuyaku khong phai loai ngwoi s€ khong vé nha vi chuyén céd nhén.
Né&u vudng ban viéc gi, véi tinh cich cta cu ta, chic chin sé bdo vdi gia
dinh mot ti€ng. Nhwng hién nay hoan toan khong li€n lac dwgrc. Ra't ¢ the
ciu ta dang bj cudng ché cit dirt moi lién lac v&i ngwdi khic.”

“Nghia la anh &y dang bj giam gitr @ mot noi nao d6?”

“U. Nhuwng né&u bj bt git thi 1& ra gia dinh phai nhan dworc thong bdo tir
Cuc Tri an, chi it thd tuc nao gio: déu nhw thé”. Nhwng nay lai khdng c6 bat
ctr thdng bdo nao. N&u Getsuyaku thwc sy lam viéc & Trai, phai ching noi
d6 da xay ra sy cd gi chang?”

Trai Cai tao.

Safa da bi dwa dén do, c6 the Shion ciing dang & do.

“Khong phai chi mdi Trai Cai tao diu. Karan 2, ldc nay diy, thanh pho’
nay, NO.6, dang phai d6i méit véi mdt bi€n dong 1on. Co cling cam nhin
dwoc ma, dung khong?”

“Phai...”



Yoming lai bude di. Cop, cOp, cdp. Ti€ng bwde chan cia dng vang hon
va hdi ha hon.

“Cuwr dan lién tuc dot tir khip thanh phd Thanh, thé nhung chinh quyén
khong hé thyc thi bién phdp gidi quy€t nao. Khong, néi ding hon Ia chéng
c6 bién phdp gi hét. Khong ai biét nén lam gi. Pay chic chén 13 Tan dau
ching gip phéi treong hop nay. NO.6, thanh phd™ 1y twdng, thanh thén,
dang dan sup do. C6 th€ ngay mai né s€ bi hiy diét luén khéng chwng.”

“Yoming, bay gio’ n6i the” con sém qud, du sao thi...”

“Khong, toi biét ra't r5.” Yoming ngét 1oi Karan, nu cwdi thodt hién trén
moi. “Thanh phd Thanh dang bi cudn vao mot vong xody s¢ hii triedc nay
chwa ting ¢4, 12 ndi s¢ hai tinh mang 1Am nguy. Noi so' @6 s€ hoa thanh s
bat man d6i voi chinh quyén. Sy bAt man von da cang 1én nhw qua bong
day hoi, chi ¢an thém chit dinh théi s€ no tung. Nhirng ngwoi dan quen
phuc tung, hwdng thu sy phon vinh gid doi nay sé€ tinh ra. Sau khi thirc
tinh, ho s€ phat gidc thé& gioi minh song trwedc kia ba't hop 1y va ti tdng t&i
mic nao. Ping, ding vay, cudi cling thi moi ngwoi ciling thire tinh, va roi
hoang loan. Thét tinh, sao khong chju tinh sém hon ch? Ngwoi nao nguoi
ndy rat mot 1t khdong ddm d6i dién voi sw that.”

“Yoming...” Karan lui lai m6t buwdec.

Yoming khong hé nhén ra vé boi r6i cta Karan, dwong nhw ngay ca
nguy nan ctia em gai duy nha't va em r€ minh, 6ng cling quén sach sanh
sanh, hoan toan chim ddm trong ndi kich dong, chaamg may may d¢ tim dén
Getsuyaku, Renka, Lily hay Karan ntra.

Karan biét nhitng ngwrdi mang 4nh mét nhwr vay.

R4t 1au trwedre day, lic Karan con tré, khi d6 NO.6 van chwa dwoc hinh
thanh.



Nhirng ngwoi d6 pha'n khich v&i cau chuyén va 1y twedng cia minh, dnh
mét ho suc sdi, giong néi hao hitng. Karan thi'y ho tda sdng d&n chéi mit,
nhung ba ciing thdy s¢'. Trong nhitng d6i mét suc soi nhiét huy&t d6 khong
hé c6 chd cho con ngwdi. Ho ndi vE 1y twédng nhung chzamg thém quan tam
dén con nguwoi. Thdm chi ho con khong nhin ra ban than dang phdt 1o
dong loai cua chinh ho. Ho thao thao bat tuyét vé viéc xay dwng mdt thanh
phd’ Iy twdng nhwng lai gat phang con ngwoi ra khdi d6. Nghi t&i thoi da
tha’y son gai 6.

Dian da, Karan bit dau gitr khodng cich v&i tat ca. Ba ngai & g4n ho, so’
4nh mét clia ho. Va r'éi nhitng ngwdi “cha d&” clia NO.6 Ay khién ba cam
tha’y ghé s, t&i mirc khong the' ti€p xic véi ho nira.

Anh mit khi€n nguoi ta ghé so...

Gidng hét anh mit Yoming hién gio.

Nhirng nguoi d6 néi vé viée xay dwng thanh phd 1y twdng con ngwoi
dan ong ding tred'c mat ba dang ndi vé viéc hiy diét thanh phd. Lap
trirong trdi ngwore nhau, nhung 4nh mét lai y hét.

“Karan, diy l1a co hoi nghin niam c6é mét d€ bop chét cai thanh phd
Thénh gia tao nay. Khong ngo cor hoi lai d€n so'm thé nay. Ha ha ha, dén
ong trovi ciing quay lwng voi NO.6 r'oi!”

Yoming dung budc, phd ra cwoi ha ha. Karan chot thd'y on lanh, lung
cang cung, khong rét ma run.

“Yoming... anh dang nghi gi vay? Anh dinh lam gi?”

Yoming ddo mét, li€c nhin Karan, “C6 hdi t6i dinh lam gi a? ffm,
Karan, t6i ¢6 th€ néi hét v&i ¢6. Du sao ¢d cling nhw d6ng minh cfia ching

to1 vay.”



“D'ong minh?”

“Trong thanh ph6 nay c6 rit nhiéu ngwoi gidng t6i, nhirng ngwoi bi
twdc doat thAn nhan mot céch tan nhan. CO6 cling thé ma?”

Tredc ciu hdi d6, Karan phai git dau thwa nhan. Dich thyc con trai ba
da dot ngdt bi bt di.

“Do chinh quyén thanh phd gidm sdt git gao nén chiing t6i khong the
lién lac v&i nhau. Téi va c6 ¢6 th€ ndi chuyén thodi mai thé nay ding la
mot ki tich. C6 1€ do cd6 quen bi€t Renka, hai nha lai 1a hang xém nén
chiing ta m&i may méin dwoc theé nay. C6 diéu, gan ddy thanh phd xay ra
nhiéu chuyén, gidm sit chic da 1dng 180 hon. Tdi nghi bon chinh quyén lo
trng pho v&i cac vu viée bat thweong cling b hoi tai r'6i. Toi phai tdn dung
co’ hoi nay. Karan, ¢6 ¢t cho’ ma xem!”

“Yoming!” Karan gao 1én. “Tra loi di. Anh dinh lam gi?”

“Suyt, dirng la 1o'n the. Can than tai vach mach ring. Chiing ta van chwra
th€ lor 1a dwore dau. Nghe ki nhé, Karan. T6i s€ thong bdo v&i cw dan thanh
ph& thong qua mang lwdi thong tin dién ti, ring ‘Chinh quyén nhdm mit
lam ngo, khdong dwa ra bién phap giai quyét nao v&i tinh hinh nguy cap
hién tai, d€ mac nguwoi dan ma't mang. Ching ta phéai xdng vao Giot Trang,
16i ¢& thi trudng ra. Bon quan chitc cao cap dinh doc chiém vic xin dic
biét d€ ty ctru 18y minh. Ching ta khong th€ d€ bon ching lam vay dworc’.
Toi1 s€ néi nhw the” day.”

“Khoan da, vic xin dic biét gi co’? C6 thir d6 sao?”

“Toi1 khong bi€t.”

“Anh khong biét... Ttc 1a khong c6 thir d6?”

“Ch:flng con thoi gian d& nghi ¢ vic xin hay khong dau. Nhung rat c6



kha ndng ma, cd khong nghi vay sao?”

“Sao c6 the lan truyén thdng tin mip mo... Yoming, chealng 1€ anh dinh
phat tan thong tin gia d€ kich dong quan ching?”

“Phai. Ldc nay sy bdt man ctia cw dan di sip 1én t&i dinh diém, nhitng
loi nay cua tdi s€ ¢6 tac dung, sé€ la giot nwdre cudi cung lam vor dé. Karan
a, khi hau hét cw dan ctia NO.6 tap trung quanh toa thi chinh, & Giot Trang,
v&i tat cd sw phan nd va sor hdi, canh twong d6 sé trang 1& d&n mirc nao?
Chi nghi théi cling da lam t6i swong run 1én r'6i.”

“Khong dwoc, dirng lai. Anh khong dwore 1am thé!”

“Khong dueoc w? Sao lai khong? Sao c6 lai n6i vay?”

“S€ ¢6 ngwoi phai chét day.”

Karan nhin theamg vao Yoming, chdm rai néi ra ting chir mot. Ba thay
dau lwot ndng trich, néi nang ma't lwvu lodt, dau 6¢ nhw mu di.

“S€ ¢6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi chét. Yoming, anh ciing doan dwoe chinh quyén
s€ lam gi v&i ddm dong tu tdp ma. Tham chi chéng can nghi ctung bi€t. Ho
nhat dinh s€ dung vii lyc d€ tran 4p dam dong. NO.6, thanh phd nay...
tuyét d6i khong dung thir cho bat cir ai chdng d6i né. Ho s€ dung vil lyc
d€ dan dp cw dan... Anh thwra bi€t diéu d6 ma, Yoming?”

Yoming quay mat né tranh Karan, thd dai, “Néu cé vai chuc nghin
ngwoi do toi toa thi chinh thi khong trdn dp n6i dau. Trw khi st dung quin
doi thi may ra?

“Vay n€u chinh quy€n huy dong quan doi thi sao?”

“Cod dung néi kho nhw thé. NO.6 khong s& hiru quan doi. Hiép woc
Babylon da nghiém ca'm moi hinh thirc vii lyc quén sy...” Yoming khyng

lai, nét mit chot cirng do.



Karan suyt bat cwori.

NO.6 sé tuan thi hiép woc v? Anh dang néi di€éu ngd ngan gi vay? Hoa
ra anh ciing 12 loai ngwoi dé dang phun ra nhitng diéu ma chinh anh ciing
khong tin twdng. Yoming a, t6i nh¢ anh tirng ndi, thanh phd nay nudt
chirng ngwoi ta mot cach tan nhin. Anh néi minh khong phai chdng lai
thanh phd” vé nhin dao coi thwong mang ngwoi, ma la dd'u tranh d€ nhan
mang dugrc ton trong.

“S€ ¢6 nguoi phai chét day.”

Karan 13p lai. Ba s€ 13p lai di€u nay bao nhi€u lan cling duorc.

“Néu dan thuwong dung d6 v&i quan doi, s€ phai d6 rat nhiéu... rat
nhiéu méu. Anh khéng dwgc lam th€. Yoming, anh nghi ki lai di. Nhurng
ngwoi bd mang do6, ho ciing ¢6 gia dinh, ¢6 ngwoi than thwong. Than nhan
cua ho c6 1€ ciling giong Lily va Renka. Anh khong dworc sat hai ho.”

“Thi cling danh chiu thoi.”

Nghe Yoming lau bau, Karan strng lai. Bat gidc, ba khong sao hi€u noi
suy nghi ciia Yoming ntra.

“Ha? Anh vwa néi gi?”

“Karan, thé’ gi¢i dang dén thay do6i. Hi sinh 1a chuyén khong th€ tranh
khéi. Néu cr s d6 mau thi sé chgng thay doi dwoc gi hét.”

“Yoming... anh no6i that day u?”

“Co0 hdi t6i n6i that hay khong a? Tat nhi€n la that roi. Toi khong dién
dau. K& dién 1a NO.6 kia. Viéc tdi dang 1am 12 diing din. Toi ch.‘fmg co gi
phai s¢r ca. Du ldc nay cé phdi bd mang di ching ntra, toi cling khong hoi
han. T6i chi lam diéu minh nén lam théi. T6i khong ngai hi sinh tinh mang.

D¢ tao dyng mot thé gidi mdi, tdi sdn long hién ding mang sdng cua



minh, tr¢ thanh nén moéng cla thé gidi m&i. Nhw thé” méi la ddng anh
hung chan chinh, khdng phai sao?”

D¢ tao dung thé” gidi mdi thi nhat dinh phai hi sinh? Phai dang hién
mang s6ng ctia minh w? Mot the gidi doi hoi vat hién t& thi ¢6 khac gi voi
cdi th& gi¢i ma anh dang mudn hity diét dau? Ching c6 the gidi méi nao
hét. Ching c6 gi thay ddi ca.

L'Ong nguc ba quan lai, ho ha’p rd1 loan, néi chealng ra hoi, cir mot muc
tho doc.

“Anh cho ring vo anh... chi 4y... mudn thd'y anh bd mang, mudn nhiéu
ngwoi khac phai chét w?”

“Vor toi... Co néi ding, cudi cung tdi cling cé the tra thu cho vor va con
trai toi roi. Chic chin hai me con s& vui 1dm.”

“Yoming, v anh khong mudn anh tra thit dau, chi &y chic chin khong
bao gio’ mong anh ma't mang. Lam on nghi lai di, bao thut khong theé mang
lai hoa binh. Thu han chi sinh ra thtt hdn ma théi. Anh nha't dinh phai song
ti€p.”

M3t Yoming danh lai, long 1én gian dit, “Karan, sao co lai ngiin can toi?
Co theo phe NO.6, chir khong phai d6ng minh cia ching tdi a?”

“Khong phai th€". Chi 1a t6i...”

“Pu r'oi!” Yoming sai budc di ra, dit tay 1én tay nim ctra. “Karan, that
dang ti€c, t6i c nghi chiing ta s& hi€u nhau hon. Tbi... thd't vong vé cd
1&m.”

“Yoming...”

“Rdi co s& thd'y suy nghi cta toi 12 ding din. Khi thoi khic da diém,

hay gwi 101 chiic mwng dén tdi nhé. Toi s€ tha thir cho ¢6.”



Nhitng diéu minh 1am déu ding din. Khong thé€ nao sai IAm duworc.

Tw cho ring ban thin minh ding, cho rdng minh chflng bao gio sai, thi
da 1a mot sai [Iam roi.

“Hay thay tdi chim séc Lily va Renka. Sip t&i chic t6i khong thé t&i
tham hai me con dwoc.”

Ctra m¢@. Gi6 lua vao. Bén ngoai troi da toi, mat troi da khua't bong, gié
xoay van trén mat dat.

Nguwoi dan 6ng cao gdy ma't dang trong con gié va man dém. Cira khép
lai, chi con veorng lai mui hwong ctia dém den.

Karan ngéd khuyu xudng san, hai tay 6m 1&8y mdt. Ba th&y choang vang
va budn non.

“Di o1i.” Gigng néi non nét khe khé vang 1én. Lily da thirc gid'c, ng'di
trén sofa nhin Karan. “C6 chuyén gi theé a?

“Lily... Khong, khong ¢6 gi ca dau.”

“C6 that the' khong a?”

Lily veon hai tay ra. Karan 6m cham 12y c6 bé cung chi€c chan quan
quanh nguoi. Co the bé bong dang run 1ay bay.

“Khong sao, khong sao dau. Con khong can lo ldng gi cd. S& on ca
thoi.”

Ba tir ton thi thdm nhw ngidn nga mot bai hat. Lily nging run, hoi thé
cling khong con gap gap nura.

“Cha van chua vé ntra.”

“ff, chéc 12 hdm nay cha con ban 14m.”

“Di i, con V€ nha day. Con phai & bén canh me. Con khong th€’ d€ me

& mdt minh.”



“Lily ngoan qu4.”

Yoming, anh thdy khéng? Chau gdi bé bong cua anh y&u &t nhw vay,
nhung con bé vin biét lo ling cho me, vin dang c& ging bio vé nhitng
ngwoi than thwong cia minh. C6 rat nhiéu dra tré giong Lily. Khong the
d€ bon tré phai dau kho, khong dwgc cuedp di ngwoi than cua ching. To6i
van anh, ding gi€t ai ca, cling ding d€ minh bj giét.

“Lily nay, me con dang ngu, d€ me nghi ngoi mot 1t da. Chdc ntra
chiing ta s& di goi me con nhé? Gio thi chiing ta cir & diy cho’ cha con.”

“Ngoi cho & tiém caa di a?”

“U. & day c6 banh mi vwa ra 10 va stra twod, cd hoa qua ntra. Di ¢4 y
nay! Ba ching ta hay t0 chire tiéc nhé. Khi cha con tré vEé thi c6 thé chung
vui v&i ching ta.”

“Tiéc!”

Lily ché'p mét. Hai bén ma thodng tng do.

“Con thich tiéc 1im.”

“Tuyét dung khong? Gior di khéng nwdng kip banh kem nhung con it
banh muffin, banh quy s6 ¢ la, c¢6 cad keo x&p nwra. Lily, con gidp di bay
banh keo ra dia that dep dworc khong?”

“Vang! Con mudn bay banh keo. B€ con lam cho!”

“Vay trong ca vao con nhé. Chiing ta s& sip x&p moi thit chu ddo, chuih
bi cho bwra tiéc, sau dé s€ goi me con d€n chung vui. Renka s€ vui 18m,
dung khong?”

“Chéic chin me s& vui roi a! Me thich banh muffin clia di gidng con

",

vay... O kia, Cravate

“Sao co’? Cravate a?”



Karan quay sang nhin ta treng bay chi con lac ddc vai cdi banh. Khong
phai banh da ban hét ma la hom nay ba chﬁng lam dwgc bao nhiéu, do
nguwoi giao nguyén liu khdng t&i, cdc ctra hang ngoai phd cling dong cira,
ma bot mi, bor, ddu dn va dwdng & nha ba da sdp can dén noi. N&u tiép tuc
thé nay, chi vai ngay ntra thoi ba s€ can ki€t nguyén li€u, ti€m banh ciing sé
phai déng ctra.

Xem ra viéc lwu thdng hang héa ciing bt dau dinh tré r'oi.

“Lily nay, hdm nay di dau c¢6 lam béanh cravate.”

Ba dap, roi chot nhan ra Lily khong phai néi d€n banh ma Ia chid chudt
mau nau tén Cravate.

“Con nhin nham r'6i.” Lily thé dai, thdt vong ra mat.

“Con ctr tedng 1a Cravate, nhung khong phai.”

“Lily, con mudn gdp Cravate a?”

“Vang a. Con thich ban chudt 4y 1&m. Mit ban chudt dep oi la dep,
ning trén tay vira Am vira mém, thich 1dm a. Di oi, Cravate sdng & dau
nhi?”

“Unm, & dau nhi?”

“D1 cting khong bi€t a?”

“That ti€c 1a di khong biet.”

“Vay a? Con mudn xem thi nha cua Cravate 14m, chic & d6 s& vui cuc
ki. Ngoai Cravate ra, nha't dinh con cac ban chudt khac ntra.”

“I\J’, di cling nghi the".”

Con trai minh cling dang & d6... noi Cravate s€ tré veé.

Shion, hién gio’ con dang lam gi? Con khoe khéng? C6 di cuing Nezumi

khong? Con, Nezumi va ca Safu nira, vin con sdng chit? Me khong th€ 1am



gi cho con ca. Me vo dung, ch:flng the gitp gi cho cac con hét.

Con phai sdng, Shion. Hay tran trong mang s6ng cua minh. Hay yéu
quy mang sdng cta con va ctia ngwoi khac nira.

Nhat dinh sé tdi ngo.

Ding viy. Ching ta s€ khong thua. Du th& nao di chdang nwa, ching ta
s€ song va gap lai nhau.

“Di o1, con di 12y dia day.”

“Thé thi nho Lily nhé. Con 18y céi dia hoa to nhat trong ta &y. C6 bd
tach va @m tra cung bd ntra. Con tim dwoc khong?”

“Con tim dwgre ma. Di cit d€ con lo.” Lily chay thoin thoit t&i chd ti
bat dia.

Karan ap tay 1€n ngwc, kh€ khang hit tho sau.

Bat k& xdy ra chuyén gi, chiing ta ciing s€ ti€p tuc song. Khdng phai
sdng nhw nhirng vi anh hung Iwvu danh mu6n thué’, ma chi don gian la sdng
hét cudc doi nay, sdng mot cudc sdéng ty minh quyét dinh, khong do ba't
c ai dinh doat.

D6 chinh 1a chién thdng clia ching ta.

Phai khong, Shion? Pung khong, Nezumi?

“Chung ta phai cho’ & diy bao lau nra?”

Rikiga nén lai con ngdp caa minh. Ong 18y mot cdi chai det bing kim
loai tw tdi d0. Mui reegru x6c vao miii Inukashi.

“H6i qua. Thr gi trong d6 vay?” Inukashi bit mi.

“May mudn ngwi tht khong?”

Rikiga nhé&ch mép cudi tho bi. Ong 14c nhe cdi chai. Inukashi nghe thay



ti€ng cha't 1dong 6c dch bén trong.

“Khoi ¢an ngti thi mui rworu ré tién cling xdc vao mii t6i roi. Hw, hoi
chét di dwoce.”

Inukashi nhdn nhé. N6 khong hé gia vor. Du niit chai chwra m& nhung
mui reo'u nong ndc khoé chiu da xoc vao mii.

“Bi€t roi con hdi.”

“Thi do tbi chan, dwoe chwa? Bay gior ngoai 1do bom 6ng ra tdi con ndi
chuyén v&i ai dwoe nira? Khong tim chi dé gi d€ tdn giu thi chdn chét
mat. Toi dang cd ging khud’y dong khong khi day.”

“May con ma’y con ch6 ma.”

Rikiga h&ch cdm vé phia gam ban. Con ché muc 1én nim mop & dé.
Trong g6c phong con ba con ché khdc ndm won v nhiéu tw the thodi méi
khac nhau. Lii chuot nhit thi nim cudn tron trén lung con ché ddm tréng
den. O’ mot gbc dd nao do, canh twong trong y nhw mot birc tranh thanh
binh, yén a.

Rikiga lai khong thich birc tranh nay. 6ng cau may than thé, “Ché hay
chudt cling dwge, tim chiing né ma chuyén tro. Hop véi may hon.”

“Ching can dwoc nghi ngoi. To6i khdng mudn qua’y ray ching.”

“Ha, n6i nghe hay gom. Thét tinh, cd can phong bi 1t ché chi€m dung,
mudn dudi tay dudi chin ciing khé khiin. Tao 1a ngwedi ma, sao lai phai co
ro trén gh& th& nay chx?”

“Do cap bac thoi.”

“Cap bac?”

“D.‘fmg cap d6. May con ché cung cua toi & dfmg cap cao hon nhiéu so

v&i mot 130 bom mo mét vi tién.”



“Thich néi sao tiy may. Du gi may ciling chi 1a con ché bai tran dang c&
gam g ham doa tho6i.” Rikiga nhidn vai, tu wng wc chd't 1ong trong chai.

“Con ché bai tran? Nay dng chi, chwa gi dng da girong co tring roi a?
T6i nodi trede nhé, da t&i nwdec nay roi, néu ma thua cudc thi...”

Inukashi khéng néi nira, voi tay 18y chiéc tii trén mat ban. Rikiga nhin
n6 bang d6i méit dé ngau.

“Néu ma thua thi sao? Thoi ngay cdi tro Gp Up mé mé d6 di. Hay may
quén ca cach néi chuyén cia con ngwoi r'6i? Ha ha ha, Inukashi, may cang
ngay cang giong ché roi dé. Coi chirng khdng bao 1du nira may s€ moc
dudi, toan than 16ng 14 va bd bang ti chi d&y. Ha ha ha!”

Inukashi li€c nhin khuén mat dé &ng vi reoru cia Rikiga, khé tac lwoi,
“Bién thanh ché a? Cang tdt. T6i con mong thé 4y chix. N&u cdu nguyén
ma dugc thanh ché thi tdi sn sang cAu nguyén v&i than linh nhi the.”

Inukashi nira dua nira that.

Néu c6 ki€p sau, mudn lam nguoi hay lam ché? Néu c¢6 ai d6, hoidc
than linh nao d6 héi minh nhw vay, minh s€ ddp thé€ nao? C6 1€ minh s€
khong thé tra losi.

Inukashi khong hé cho rang con ngwdi cao quy hay tdt bung hon con
chd, n6 biét cho ciing ¢6 linh h'on ddng quy con con nguwoi cling ¢6 trai tim
ngu mudi. Loai ché chi tim ki€m lwong thirc dn da d€ sinh ton, con long
tham cfia con ngwoi lai 1a vo han. Khi no bung roi con nguoi sé doi hoi sw
sung tuc. Khi da sung tic, ho lai khao khat dugrc giau sang va quyén lgc
hon ntra.

Loai ché biét thé nao la dd. So v&i loai ngwoi 1ong tham khéng ddy,

chéng phai loai ché thong tug€ hon hin sa0?



Rikiga o’ mot ti€ng, khong them ki€ng né gi.

“It ra thi chiing ciing thong minh hon 130 bom nay?

“Gi? May vua néi gi da'y?”

“Khong c6 gi. Toi dang no6i tieng cho thoi.”

“Ho. R6i y may la gi? Néu ching ta thua thi sao?”

“Thi ket cuc s€ giong nhu Getsuyaku.”

Tay Rikiga khyng lai. Rwou whisky tran ra khoi miéng chai ma ong
dang dinh dwa 1én m'6m, chdy xuéng san.

“Ching ta s€ bi€n thanh nhurng cdi xdc va bi 16i xénh x&ch trén san,
hodc s€ bi 16i xénh xéch trén san trwedc khi bi€n thanh cdi xac. Ciing chflng
khac nhau la bao, nhi?”

“DPung vay.”

Rikiga vin chit nip chai rworu roi nhét lai vao tdi 40. C6 vé dang nhé
lai canh Getsuyaku bj bin xuyén tim, hai m4 chdy xé cta dng bit dau rung
giat.

Rikiga s¢’ chét.

Inukashi chglng budn de¢ biu 6ng nhat gan.

Inukashi cling s¢’ chét. Sor hon ba't ¢ thir gi.

Getsuyaku ché&t ngay tai chd, c6 I& chéng phai chiu dau don gi nhiéu.
Theo mot nghia nao do6, ga twong ddi may méin. Inukashi da chitng kién
qua nhiéu cai chét tan kho'c, thé’ nén voi nd, chét nhe nhang nhanh chéng
la on hué cua troi cao. N&u phai chét, Inukashi mudn ra di ma khong phai
dau don. Nhung néu c6 cor hdi s6ng sét, né s€ lam ta't ca d€ dwoc sdng.
N6 khong chdp nhan viéc phai dén nhan cai chét sau khi chiu dung biét

bao gian kho. Con n€u d€ s6ng sot thi nd san sang don nhan moi khd dau.



N6 s€ chiu dung va roi sé ti€p tuc song.

Inukashi khong mudn k&t thic cudc doi minh giong nhw Getsuyaku.

Minh s& khong gidng Getsuyaku dau, sé khong chét trong tay NO.6 dé
dang nhw vdy. Minh tuyét d61 khong bi€n thanh mi€nhg m6i cia bon ching.

Inukashi kéo khoa tii, ki€m tra bén trong. Cé hai khau sing ty dong
dang gip gon, vai qua lyu dan cung biang dan. T4t cd déu thudc loai 16i
thoi.

“Hang ho ngh¢o nan qua the.”

Rikiga nghe thd’y cau lau bau than thé cua Inukashi.

“Khong hai long thi ty di ma tim hang. May c6 bi€t tao t6n bao nhiéu
cong strc m&i gom dwore 6 vii khi d6 khong ha? May néi xem & céi chén
West Block nay dao dau ra sing quang nang, sing dién ti véii bom hen gior
siéu nho ha? May biét chd nao c6 hang thi gidi thiéu cho tao xem nao.”

“T6i cr tweong voi quy ngai Rikiga quen bi€t rong radi day thi mua vi
khi chi la chuyén con con. Hoa ra t6i danh gia 6ng cao qua r'oi. That dang
that vong.”

“Lam may v&i Eve tha't vong khién tao vui gan chét. Tt nay vé sau
cling dirng trong ciy gi & tao nita. D& bon may trong cdy vio tao, tha ring
bi phu nw trén doi nay ghét bdé con hon.”

“Yén tm. Moi phu nir ghét bd 6ng twr 1au r'6i.”

Inukashi than nhién tra treo v&i Rikiga, roi bt dau 1ap rdp khau sing tw
dong.

“Inukashi.”

“G1?”

“C6 bi€t dung sing khong da’y?”



“Ong n6i xem?”

“May d3 tirng... chic, khong nhat thiét 12 ngwoi, may tirng ban mdt con
chd, con meo, hay tham chi la chudt chwa?”

“Trwde diy, tdi suyt an dan cda lao ban thit. Luc d6 t6i tinh thé miéng
swon, 130 dién 1én vac sting ra na dan vao t6i. Suyt chidt nira 1a ddu t6i dn
keo dong r'oi. Hut chét, hit chét.”

“Ti€c that. C6 vai céi 10 sé gitip ndo ciia may thong thodng hon ddy. C6
th€’ may s€ bi€t cach ndi nang ti t& hon.”

“Cha, tiéc qud. Ong tha'y d&y, hop so cia t6i vin ddy ndo, con ldo ban
thit chic da thanh tang thit thoi rira dwdi dd6ng gach vun roi.”

“Lao chét trong cudc san ngwoi a?”

“Pung vdy. Hinh nhw tay 130 &y dit lia. Thé thi khong th€ véc sing ra
na duwoc.”

Rikiga dung mu ban tay quét miéng, hoi Inukashi an nwa, “Vay con
may thi sao? May bén sting I4n nio chwa?”

“Chwa.”

Rikiga ddo mét, rd 12 dang dao dong.

“Ong thi sao, dng chi? Ong tirng choi v&i ¢6 em nay chwa?”

“... Cling khong hin 12 chua, nhung khd ning bin sing cia tao chflng
hon gi con khi bjt mét.”

“Ong khiém ton qué ro6i.”

“R0ot cude thi tai sao Eve lai bdo ching ta chuan bi ma’y thir nay? Pay la
phong quan 1y vé sinh ma? N¢ tinh lam gi ma lai bao ching ta dm dong vi
khi nay cho’ & day chix?”

Inukashi dot nhién xoay nguoi lai, chia th?:ing nong sung vao nguc



ngwoi dan 6ng dang ngdi trird'c mat minh, chuan bj bop ¢o.

“Nay nhé, 6ng chu.”

“Cai gi? Nay... nay, Inukashi, may dinh lam gi?”

“Thi nhw 6ng thd’y d6. Yén tam, khong trirot dwgre dau. Toi sé tién 6ng
vé mién cuc lac chi bing mot phdt sing.”

“Nay... nay, d6 ngdc, dwng lai. Tao bao dwng lai!” Rikiga kéu Ién roéi
ding phit ddy, nhung lai treot chan va ngd nhao xudng san. “Dirng lai,
Inukashi. May dién a? Dung lai!”

“Pang!” Inukashi chia sting 1én trin nha, nhe ring cuoi toe toét. “Chét
that. Quén nap dan mat roi.”

Rikiga ng6i trén san, ngwdc nhin Inukashi, thd hon hén, “Inukashi...
may mot vira hai phai thoi! May bon cot tao d€'lam gi?”

“P€ gi€t thoi gian. To6i chi muén doa 6ng chit thoi, Khong ngo 6ng
phan trng dir the”. Vui gan chét!”

“May dua ki€u gi da’y ha? Khon ki€p! Sao tao lai d& oit con nhw may
dtia bon chix? Tao vEé day. Tao khdng the€ & cdi chon béc mui nay v&i may
thém ntwra. Veé!”

Chflng biét Rikiga ¢c6 ma’y phan nghiém tdc, chi thdy 6ng dirng day di
ra cua.

“Né&u 6ng budc mot budc ra khodi canh ctva d6...” Inukashi lai giwong
sing 1én. “Thi 4n nay tdi s& bin that day.”

“May chua nap dan ma bén cdi gi.”

“Ong tin ma’y cau néi dia a? Ping 1 tdi chwa bin sting bao gior, nhwng
véi ey li gan the ndy, ngay ca mdt con khi bit mét ciing c6 thé bin triing

muc tiéu.”



Rikiga tic lwei, nhin ddo dac r'6i thé dai, “T67 qua.”

Ng6n tay map map clia Rikiga v&i d&n cong tic dén. Pén sdng, qud chéi
v&i ddi mat chi quen dnh tring va dnh nén cda Inukashi. Trong khoanh
khic n6 ché'p mét, khau sting bj doat ma't. Inukashi loang choang, dinh tién
mot buedre thi 1anh ngay cd dd'm vao mit. PAu 6¢c né trong rdng, nga oach
xudng san.

“Odt con hdn xwoc, khong cho may biét tay thi may lai twdng cé the
tréo 1én dau 1én co tao.” Ti€ng chwri ria cua Rikiga vang 1én.

Con ch6 myec bat diy, gam gw de doa. Nhitng con ché khéac cling nhanh
chéng hanh dong. Chiing vay 14’y Rikiga, cAt ti€ng hdm he. Lii chudt nhét
ruc vao goc phong, theo doi su viéc.

“Ch6 ma ngu xuan, dirng ¢ coi thwong con ngwoi! Gidi thi x6ng 1én di,
tao ban nat dau ch bon may.”

“Loi hai nha, dng chd. Ong vin con ngén nghé xai dwoc cor ddy, ciling
ngang ngtra Nezumi chir chflng choi... O, n6i qué roi. Nhueng van tuyét cd
meo diy. T6i phai nhin 6ng bang con mét khac roi. Ong chi 12 mét con ma
men than thu linh hoat, nhi?”

“Ctr viéc ba hoa di. Tao phat cdu r'oi ddy. Phai tdng may hai, ba vién
dan tao m&i ngudi gidn dwoe. May chju chét di.”

“That dang tié€c...” Inukashi cwoi nhat, choc ngén tay vao nong sung.
“Trong nay thyc s khong c6 dan dau, ngai Rikiga a.”

Inukashi khé huyt sdo. Lii ché 1ap tirc tan ra, lai ndm won xudng san.
Con ché myc phe phay cdi dudi, khong con hung tgn nhw trwdre.

“Toi dua hoi qué trén, xin 161 nhé, 6ng chi. Inukashi ding diy, cdi d4u

v&i Rikiga. Bén m4 bi da'm van con nong hirng hue.



“Troi a...” Rikiga ném khau sing xudng ban, nga rap nguoi ra ghé nhw
con rdi dut day. “Ching ta dang lam tro qudi gi & noi nay vay? Chglng lam
gi cd, chi ng'di bo gdi doi & cai chd nay...”

“Chju khong noi a?”

“Néu tao néi ding vay, thi may c¢6 cuoi tao khéng?”

“Khong. Toi cha cwdi ong 1am gi dau. Ching c6 tAm trang no ma cwdi,
w thi, vi t6i cling thdy nhw 6ng.”

“L’an d4u tién tao v&ri may dong nha't quan di€m day.”

“Phai. Tdi thd'y day chic chin 1a diém g& réi.” Inukashi c6 néi dua
nhung bau khong khi van ndng triu. N6 chwa bao gio nghi cho' doi lai biet
rirt dén thé”

Cé hai dang cho Nezumi va Shion & noi ting 1a chd 1am viéc cida
Getsuyaku.

Inukashi chi biét dwoe ba’y nhi€u. N6 khong hi€u ndi Nezumi va Shion
s& d&n diy bang cach nao. Rikiga ta't nhién chflng bi€t gi hét. C6 1€ ngay ca
Nezumi cling khong ddm chic chén. Phdi roi. Néu dori mii ma Shion va
Nezumi khong xud't hién thi sao? C cho, ctt do’i, cho’ mai doii mai nhung
chéng doi dworc ai...

Pung nghi ntra. Xui rai qua di. Nghi ngoii van vo thé nay chaalng khéc
nao con cho bai tran. Minh khong mudn bién thanh ké thua cudc khi con

chua chi€én davu.

Nhwng ma, birt riet qua.

Phai doi t&i bao gio? Biéu gi s€ xay ra? Chi cho dgii ma khong th€
dodn bi€t chuyén gi s€ t&i thit kho chiu, ¢ nhw bi v6 6 mii kim v6 hinh

cham vao, bi ngon Ira v6 hinh thiéu d6t vdy. TAm trang phan khich khi



buwdc vao cian phong nay gior day da lui tan, gidng nhw mdt nguoi gia moi
mét dén héo ru. That cheamg ra lam sao ca.

Du da quyét tAm, da chuah bj sdn sang, th&’ nhung quing thoi gian bé
g61 dgi cho dang dan an mon quyét tdim d6. Tuy khong téi mirc nhw
Rikiga nhung Inukashi cling mudn roi khdi chd nay. Chwa k& nd con dang
lo 14ng nhéc Shion c6 1& d3 thirc gidc roi.

Thang nhéc thitc ddy ma khdng thady minh, cheatng bi€t c6 khoc khong?
Chic, 166 n6 mudn tim minh r'6i khéc toang 1én thi sao? C6 1d cho bao vé &
d6, mong sao nhéc Shion ctr ngh tiép di. Nhung chéc chfmg dwoc dau.
Inukashi 1ac dau.

Khong dwge nghi vé nhéc Shion nira. Nghi t&i thing bé s& khién minh
mém 1ong, mudn chay ngay vé nha. Lic niy khong dwoe nghi vé thing
nhéc. Quén né di. Quén di. Chuyén nén nghi bay gio la... thw... 14 thw cda
Nezumi.

Inukashi so’ 1én ngwc. Trong mau gid’y ghi chd viét voi cia Nezumi chi
d€ lai loi dén Inukashi va Rikiga chuan bi vii khi d€ phong than.

Chudn bi vii khi phong thdn. Thdn trong cho doi. Khong diwoc mdt
cdnh gidc.

Phong than, c¢6 nghia 1a s€ phai chi€n dau v&i ai d6? Liéu c6 phai la
nhan vién Cuyc Tri an déng quan & Trai Cai tao? Nhwng khong 1€ nao
nhirng tén d6 lai xudng tdn phong quan 1y vé sinh. Ngwoi dan 6ng duy
nha't lam viéc & cdn phong nay da bi gi€t. Pa thanh mot xac chét. Chaalng
c6 1y do gi d€ ching xuéng day ca...

Inukashi nud't nwde bot.

Than trong cho’ doi. Khdng dwore ma't canh giac.



Inukashi nhdy bd t&i chd cong tic, tit hét den.

“Nay, may lam gi theé”? To1 thui chaalng tha’y gi hét.”

“T¢ that.”

“Té? Cai gi m&i dwoe?”

“Ma’y cdi den. Ching ta 1o bat den 1én.”

“Thé& thi sao? To1 thi bat den 1én thoi. Pén dién cé thé 1a mén xa xi &
West Block, nhueng & NO.6 nay chi l1a cong cu chi€u sang fAm thwong
thoi.”

“D'6 ngdc, to1 khong ndi chuyén dé! Néu cé ai phat hién anh dén ban
nay thi sao?”

Du tdi nhw hii nidt, Inukashi van thd’y dwoc nét mit Rikiga cieng do. N6
von di da quen nhin trong bong to1.

Chét tiét, ngay tr dAu von da ching can maYy c4i den nay.

“Khong sao dau.” Rikiga [Am bam bing mét giong khan dic, ¢t nhw c&
ran tong ti€ng khoi cuéng hong. “Pwng c¢é thdn hdn nat thén tinh, nhay
dong déng 1én nhw con thod lac dwong thé”. Bén d6 chi sang chirng mot, hai
phut thdi ma. Cho du cdi phong quén 1y vé sinh nay chdy rui cling chaalng ai
théem quan tAm dau. Chinh may ciing néi chd nay 1a thién dwong vi khong
cO camera giam sat con gi.”

“Nhwng bay gio thi khac r6i.”

Getsuyaku da bi tinh nghi, bi theo doi va bi gi€t. Mat khac, Nezumi va
Shion da dét nhap duoc vao Trai Cai tao, vi vay, rat ¢é kha nang nhan vién
phong quan 1y vé sinh sé& bi nghi ngo’ 1a ¢6 lién quan dén ké dot nhép, thim
chi la dong bon gitip do ké dot nhap.

Néu viy, can phong nay khong phai thién dwong ma 1a hi€m dja. C6 the



noi nay da bi giam sat chat ché hon thwong 1€. Phai, rd't ¢6 kha nang do.

Con ché muyc bdng nhdm diy. N6 ddo méit nhin quanh, gAm gir r'6i nhin
chim chim vao mot noi. La ctira. C4nh ctta din dén Trai Cai tao. Con chd
muc van him he nhin cdnh ctta bang kim loai, canh ctta chi mé dwoc ti
phia Trai.

Chét tiét.

Inukashi chop 18y khau sing, ném sang cho Rikiga. Rikiga ludng cuéng
b4t 14y khau stng carbine ki€u cii, run ray néi, “Inukashi... Sao vay? Xay
ra chuyén gi sao?”

“C6 khach toi ddy, 6ng chi. Hon ntra con 1a khach khong moi.”

Ram.

Sau lwng hai ngwoi vang 1én ti€ng dong. La t phia 167 vao. Inukashi
cam nhéan dwgc ¢6 nguoi dang lich kich gan canh ctira mau xam cii ki do6.

“Hai mat giap cong? Pua nhau a?”

Chét tiét, lai hdng bét roi. Ching ta da pham sai [am. Sai Tam chét
ngwoi.

Inukashi c&n moi. N6 biét ching ich gi. Du cén ndt moi ciing khong thé
ctru van sai fam da gay ra.

Hanh dong di, Inukashi!

Giong Nezumi vang 1€n trong tai Inukashi.

Du hoi han tram nghin Tan cling khéng th€ mé ra dwong s6ng. Phai
hanh dong. Mau hanh dong di!

Sao lai nghe thdy giong ndi cia Nezumi? Pén nwdc nay roi ma...
Kho6ng. Chinh vi da d&n nwdc nay nén méi nghe thay ti€ng cua nd.

Mau hanh dong di! Tim dwong s6ng di!



Cam mom di, Nezumi! Tao ty bi€t cach d€ sinh ton.

Inukashi chdp 18y cai tui.

“Lo1 nay.”

Inukashi hic manh vao cdnh ctra dan dé&n khu chira rc thii. Cénh ctra
khong hé nhic nhich. Chudng bdo dong vang 1én. Canh cira bing kim loai
cham chdm m¢ ra. Inukashi trong thay chép dau cua nhirng d6i ing nha
binh.

“Inukashi, cdi nay nay.” Rikiga nhan vao cdi nit trén twong. Cra khu
chira rac tregrt sang mot bén.

“Pi thoi!” Inukashi hét to d€ khich 1€ ban than.

Lii ché theo sau Inukashi va Rikiga lao vao khu chira rac. Hamlet va
Cravate cling chay thoén thodt dwdi chin hai nguoi.

“Ua, hoé1 qua!”

Rikiga ho sdc sua. Pung la ra't héi. Mui hoi thd1 ndng ndc nhu thit thiu.
Chéc hin 1a mai vién con nhdong ma Inukashi da dwa cho Getsuyaku. Vo
con nhong bj hit vao mdy hdt bui réi bi tdng t&i khu chira rdc cling voi
céc loai rdc thdi khdc. N&u Getsuyaku khong bj bén xuyén tim, chic chéin
ngay mai ga s€ phai lé?ing lang thu don x& 1y d6ng rac nay, nhv moi khi ga
van lam.

“Buon non chét di dwoc.”

Rikiga thap giong rén ri. Trong dau Inukashi 16e 1én mot suy nghi. N6
ngoanh lai, nhin th&y cdc nhén vién Cuc Tri an ldm le sing qua 1op kinh.
Bon chiing da tran vao can phong nhé do.

Mot, hai, ba, b6n... ¢6 bon nguwoi.

“Theo t01, 6ng cha.”



C6é mot mdy xiic ¢ nhd nim trong géc khu chira ric, gan cira thodt
chat thai. Getsuyaku da dung may xuc nay d€ xdc rac chat Ién bang
chuyén va chuyén dé&n 10 dot. Inukashi va Rikiga gidu minh sau c6 may
mau vang.

Pén mé. Anh sdng soi roi khip noi.

Tai sao nguoi & NO.6 lai ghét bong t67 dén thé™?

Inukashi chot ty hoi.

Tai sao ho lai ghét viéc khong nhin thdy, ghét nhirng noi khong dwoc
chi€u sang, va ghét bong t61? Tai sao bon ho lai ¢ roi sang moi thir?

Nhan vién Cuc Tri an day ctra ap vao. Gan nhw clung ldc, ta't ca dwa tay
bit miii va miéng, cdi gap ngwoi xudng.

“Mui gi the' nay?”

“Ho61 qua.”

Ca bon tén cung lui lai, mat may nhan nhd. Mot t€n con guc xudng ndn
ngay tai chd. Inukashi mirng thim, mim cudi, givong sing ngdm bén.

Ha, nhin vién Cuc Trj an gi ch? Toan thung rdong kéu to. M&i ¢6 ti mui
th& nay di cudng quyt ca 1én roi. Hé, chic toan cong tir bot quen in sung
mac swong chir gi? Thé thi vE nha ma bu ti me di nhé.

Inukashi bép co.

Luwc giat cua sing khi€n tran Inukashi dau nhéi. N6 ngoanh dau ra sau,
tr phién cO trd 1én déu té dai ca.

“Té hét chd néi. May nhim kiéu gi vay ha?” Rikiga git.

“Thong cdm di, day 12 Tan d4u tién tdi bin ma. Sao dng chd khong thix
bin xem?”

“Khéng bao gicor. Tao ludén theo chii nghia bac &i, cho du d6i phwong la



nhian vién Cuc Tri an di chiang ntra, tao ciing khéng nG sing v&i con
ngwoi.”

“Ong bin tring mot, hai tén trede roi hing phun may 161 pha trd budn
ndn do.”

Nhan vién Cuc Tri an nhdo nhac thdo chay khéi mui hoi thdi. Néu
khdng c¢é mit na phong doc, chic chiing khong ddm budc vao day nira.

Mot 1o y€u nhu sén.

Nhan vién dwoc hudn luyén nghiém ngat ctia Cuc Tri an chi dau phai
ngwoi thwong, sao lai khong chiu n6i chdt mui hoi thé nay.

Nhwng bay gior Inukashi khong mudn ché nhao maYy tén do, ngwoc lai
con mudn cam ta ching. Nho' ching so' mui hdi nén Inukashi va Rikiga
m&i c6 thém chiit thoi gian. Inukashi khdng ngdy tho' d&&n mitc cho rang
nguy hi€m da qua di, nhung chi it ¢6 thém dwoc ti thoi gian, cé the thd
phao mdt chut.

C6 thém thoi gian thi lam gi?

Thé phao xong s€ lam gi?

Inukashi li€m moi dwdi kho khong khoc.

Can phong chi c¢6 duy nhat mot 167 ra vao. Chinh la canh ctra Inukashi
va Rikiga da chay qua. Bén kia ctra 1a nhan vién Cuc Tri an, tirc 12 167 ra da
bi chan ding. Khong gian hoan toan khép kin, khong c6 187 thoat. Ma’y tén
cong tir bot ngoai kia chic s& sém nghi cich tin cong... N&u vay thi...
Cang suy tinh, tinh hudng cang c6 vé v6 vong hon.

Thé& nhung, Inukashi khdng bd cudc. Nha't dinh s€ gidi quyét dworc.
Khong thé nao lai k&t thic & day.

Pung khong, Nezumi?



Inukashi khong bi€t né tin vao Nezumi hay ban thdn minh ntra. N6 chi
bi€t minh luén virng tin, th€ nén khdng bo cudc.

Lam gi d6. Nha't dinh phai lam gi d6. Khong thé€’ d€ moi thir két thic &
day duoc.

“Inukashi.” Rikiga tom 18y vai Inukashi, “Bon ching tinh lam gi the™?”

“Ha?”

Inukashi nhin sang bén kia. Bat gidc, n6 hit vao mét hoi sdu, roi ding
ba't dong.

Nhan vién Cuc Tri an dang day mot cd mdy la hoic vao phong. C6 mdy
to bang con ché myc dang gam gir bén chan Inukashi. Mot dau ctia ¢ mdy
la cdi hong to twéng, dau con lai chi hep bing mdt phan ba. C6 may ng
hinh xoén 6c gin v&i ¢d may, nhung Inukashi khong tha’y duoc dau con lai
ndi vao dau. Toan than cd mdy va cdi hong to clia né ¢6 mau xdm xanh,
bong loang, khién nguwoi ta lién twdng tdi bd ddng trong dan nhac giao
hwdng.

“Cai gi vay? Mot cdi loa khong 16 a?” Rikiga do° mét ra, nhwng giong
noéi lai xen 14n cing thé)ing va so sét. “Tiép theo ddy s€ mo dai nhac hdi a?
Phai chi dwoc béo truedre thi tao ddy thing bo canh du tiée t&i roi.”

Inukashi ch:flng bu'6n dodi hoai dén loi néi dua cia Rikiga nira. N6 con
khong hit thé n6i. Tim né dap thinh thich, to t&i mirc twdng chirng muén
x¢é toac ca mang nhi.

Vo6 s6 khung canh & West Block hién vé trong tdm tri Inukashi. La
khung canh sau khi cudc sin ngwoi dién ra, khip noi ngdn ngang gach vun.

Khu ch¢ v&i nhirng T€u bat va nha hai tang 1ién k€ nhau da bj pha huy,

chi con sét lai mot d6ng do nat.



Khong phédi do bom nd, b&i vi khong hé€ ¢ mui dac treng cda thudc
sung, cling chzalng cO v€t chay sém hay cOt khoi nghi nguit nao. NO.6 khong
stt dung bom trong cudc san ngwoi nhw thwong 1€. Inukashi cdm gidc nhw
NO.6 da st dung mdt canh tay khong I'6 d€ bop nat khu cho vay.

R6t cudc NO.6 da st dung cdi gi twong tw nhw canh tay khong I'6 d6?

“Song xung kich.”

Tai Rikiga vénh 1én, “Nay, may vwra néi gi?”

“NO.6 da stir dung song xung kich trong cudc sin nguwoi, giong nhw con
ca vol tén nha lang hay nha tang gi d6 ay.”

“Song xung kich 1a cdi gi? R'6i cd voi gi & day? May giai thich sao cho
tao hi€u di dworc khong?”

“Khong. T6i chi 14p lai nhitng gi Nezumi tieng néi véi t6i thoi. Ong chi,
ong ciing tAn mét ching kién tha’y cdnh da xdy ra v&i khu cho roi ma.”

“O... mOt cudc can quét sach s& vo clng chudh muwe. Y may 1a bon
ching da str dung song xung kich d€ ‘don dep’ khu cho’ a?”

“DPung vay.”

Rikiga mé& to méit, d&n mitc Inukashi twéng nhw trong thdy mon mot
tirng mach mau nhd trong trong mét dng.

“Inukashi, y may la cai loa ki di d¢6...”

“C6 thé’ 1a phi€n ban nhd hon ctia cong cu ma bon chiing da st dung &
West Block.”

C6 the? Nay, Inukashi, tw ltra gat minh ching ich gi dau. C4i th d6
mudi phan chic chin 14 mdy phét séng xung kich ¢& nhd. NO.6 da tao ra
dwgc nhirng thi nhw vay da'y.

Rikiga gao 1én, “Va... va bon ching dinh dung th d6 v&i ching ta?”



“Pung hdi t6i, di ma hdi bon ching &y. Bon ching m&i bi€t clu tra
loi.”

Rikiga lai rit 1én trong cudng hong. Trong béng tdi, Inukashi vin nhan
ra mit ngudi dan ong tring béch. Inukashi siét chit khau sing, ngim va nd
sing vao ¢6 mdy hlly diét mau xdm xanh tried'c mit. L'an ndy, né da cd hét
strc ghim chat chdn minh xu6ng da't d€ khong bi giat lui loang choang nira.

Inukashi khong biét dan d3 tring vao dau. C6 the ching tring vao dau
ma da bay vut di nhe mot con qua.

“Khong c6 ndi thigt bi ngdm bén tyr dong sao?”

“May nghi West Block ¢6 cdi thir xa xi d6 a?”

“Ha, chic chin 6ng da ki kéo gid ci cho nén mdi rude vé cdi dong
Chglng kha hon d6 cho1 nay la bao.”

“Khau sting khdng c6 16i, 18i 1a cdch ngim bin ctia may day.”

Inukashi va Rikiga tho dau ra khéi chi€c mdy xic, nghe ngéng tinh
hinh. Chi tha’y nhan vién Cuc Tri an lealng lang di chuyén, chrflng co vé gila
dinh n& sting béan trd dii chi mot phit.

Vi khong can thi€t u?

Khong can thiét phai bdi thém vai don cho ddm t ti sip bi hanh hinh
lam gi ca. Hin la chiing nghi nhwr the. Chéc chén 1a the roi.

That tw bi biét bao. Cam dong dén phat khéc mat.

“Inukashi, nay, Inukashi. May dinh lam gi? N&u c ti€p tuc nhu vay,
chung ta s€...”

Rikiga rén ri r'oi ng6i thup xudng, hai tay 6m dau, la tw thé” phong vé.
Toan than 6ng run 1ay bay.

Pung c6 dua! Minh dwgc sinh ra trén doi khong phai d€ bd mang & mot



nol nhw theé nay.

Nhirng cdm xtic manh liét trao dang trong tim Inukashi.

N6 chwa ting nghi xem tai sao minh lai dwoee sinh ra. Chwa bao gio’. N6
cam thiy d6 12 mot vin dé nhat nhéo khong dang d€ suy ngdm. Do vdi
Inukashi, tim hi€u ly do dwoc sinh ra chealng khac nao mot tro choi ngu
xuan. Pa xud't hién trén c6i doi, cho nén phai s6ng. Thé thoéi. Va né cho
ring, mang song nay chi thuéc vé mot minh no.

Mudn hi sinh hay gin gitr mang s6ng nay, déu do ban than quyét dinh,
khong ai dwore quyén xen vao ca.

Inukashi gitrong sting bén dién cudng.

K1 niing bin siing 2? Ai thém quan tim khdi niém chét tiét d6 chit.

Lop kinh ngédn cdch can phong nhd va khu chira rdc v& thanh ting
manh, roi lodng xodng xudng dat. Nhan vién Cuc Tri an hoang mang ra
mat.

Mui héi thdi tran vao can phong nhd.

Hanh dong di!

Tay Nezumi thui vao lwng Inukashi.

Mau 1€n, Inukashi! Lam gi d6 d€ duwoc song!

Thi tao dang lam day.

Inukashi x6ng ra.

Con ch6 myec vot 1€n tredrc Inukashi, nhdy qua ctra kinh bj vo, lao thealng

vao dam nhan vién Cuc Tri an.



3
Cham dirt cudc chién tan nhin

Hoi con trai ciia Laertes, hdu dué cia Zeus, Odysseus tic tri da mwu!
Ngirng tay! Hay chdam dvwt cudc chién tan nhan nay, kéo Zeus, con trai ciia

Kronos, voi tia sét trong tay sé noi con thinh nd.

— Sir thi Odyssey, Homer

C tra thang may chi hoi hé ra.

Nezumi dwa tay vao khe hé do6.

Lam on ti€p thém stirc manh cho ching toi.

Nezumi ciu nguyén, nhung khdng phai v&i thanh than ma la véi cd gai
c6 doi mat dong day y chi.

Safu, hay ti€p thém sirc manh cho chdng t6i. Thém mot chit nira, chi
mot chut ntra th6i. Hay ti€p thém siec manh...

Ctra m¢ ra nhwng khong da d€ hai ngwoi thoat khoi.

Nezumi nghe thdy ti€ng thé ndng nhoc tw phia sau.

Shion...

Shion ditng day, ling 1& nim 14’y ctra. C4 hai nhin nhau. Tsukiyo 16 miit
ra khoi 1op do choang, rit 1én.

“Chit!”

Ti€ng rit cua Tsukiyo nhw mdt tin hiéu, Shion va Nezumi dong loat don

stec kéo canh ctra ra. Khe hé dwoc mé rong mién cwedng di cho mot ngwoi



chui qua.

Thang mdy chao ddo, mit san bit dau nghiéng nga.

“Nhanh 1€n, ra ngoai mau!”

Nezumi day Shion ra roi cling chui qua khe ctra. Thang mdy rén Ié€n
chdi tai va rori uynh uynh, ¢ nhw chi cho hai ngwei ra khéi 1a budng minh
xudng.

Nezumi nhim mit lai.

Cam on co, Safu.

M6 ho6i chay xuéng ma Nezumi. V&t thwong & chan dau budt oc.
Trong ngwe diap don, chan ddng moi mach mau trong co’ the.

bau qua.

Ca th€ lyc 14n tinh than né déu hao tOn, ¢t nhw v&* vun ra, chflng con lai
bao nhiéu nwra. Dau qui. Nhung ma...

Con dau nay, nhip tim gd’p gap nay chinh la minh chirng né dang s6ng.
N6 van con sdng. Nezumi mé& mét ra, quan st xung quanh.

Ménh kinh v& ving tir phia. Hanh lang wét siing. C6 hai cdi xdc nidm 1in
16¢ & d6. La tén linh téc den va Rashi, y hét nhw ldc Shion va Nezumi roi
khoi chd nay.

Mot cdi x4c bé b&t mau nim sap trén san, x4c con lai & gan chan twong.
Khéng con cdc birc twong chin. Hé thdng phun nudc ty dong da ngit.
Ching c6 béng dang ai khic.

Khong con gi ca. Chi c6 ti€ng thd ctia Nezumi va Shion, nghe ré6 m6n
mot gitra khong gian tinh ldng.

Bum.

C6 gi d6 phat n0.



Nezumi quay nguoi lai, trong thd’y lu'ong khéi boc 1én ttr céan phong &
cudi hanh lang, 1a cin phong ca hai chui vao sau khi pha hiy 10 thong gié.
Ché)ing may chd’c s€ thd’y Itra bung 1én twr canh ctra mé toang kia.

Chay roi.

Mot ti€ng nd twong ty truyén tdi tie bén dwdi, keém theo ti€ng nguoi la
hét huyén nao.

Hé thong mdy tinh & mdi tAng dang phat nd, chay ding theo 14p trinh
nd dwoc cai sdn. Moi thiét bj trong Trai déu dang tuan theo mdy Me, y hét
dam quan than trung thanh.

Pam mdy méc khong c6 trai tim dang tuan ti€t w? Khong ding, chiing
chi dwoc 14p trinh nhw thé” ma th6i. May Me nging hoat ddng dong nghia
voi viéc toan bo thiét bi trong Trai sé té liét theo. Vi vdy ching da dwoc
1ap trinh s€ ty phat nd ngay khi khong nhin dwoc tin hi€u tr may Me.
Khong phai 1a ti€u hiy, xéa bd dw liéu, hodc 1a vd hi€u hda cic may tinh
ma la bi ceorng ché& pha huy.

Né&u vay thi van dwoc xem 12 tuln ti€t nhi? Bi cudng ché phai chét, két
thic tdt cd bing céi chét ctia minh, khong cho phép bit cit ngoai 1& nio.
Ngwoi tao ra hé thdng nay, phai ching da dwa vao dé tw duy cai tri ciia mot
ké ddc tai?

Lira da lan ra hanh lang, hoi néng hing hyc pha téi, bon bé mit mu
khoi. Khong mot thi€t bi ddp Itra nao khéi dong. Hé thong hit khai, loc
khong khi cling im lim. Moi hé thong hoan hdo dwoc thiét 1ap d€ bai trie
ta't ca di vat, nay da hoan toan v6 dung.

“Shion, chiing ta mau chay xuéng dwdi.”

Ca hai chay x6c xudng cau thang. Khi néng tat vao hai ngwoi. Cac nhan



vién la hét tha't thanh, cudng cudng thio chay.

“Chay! C6 chay!”

“Khong, 1a n6! Bong dung khong diéu khién dwgc may tinh. Troi o,
sao thé¢' nay?”

“Ciru t6i voi! Tay toi diet lia roi... Ai d6 goi bac si di...”

“Pdang s¢ qud... Phai nhanh chéng thoét khéi day!”

“Chuyén gi dang xay ra? Sao thé nay? Moi thir déu té liét. Ctra ty dong
khong mé dwoc, ca dén nwra...”

“C6 ai khong, ngeoi nay mau tudn ra nhw sudi. Co ai khéng!”

“Khoi... ngdp the qua.”

“Thang mdy khong dung dwoc r'oi. Thang bo... chi con thang bd thdi.”

DPay dich thi dia nguc tran gian. Hang loat nhan vién nghién ctru mac 4o
blouse tring tranh nhau chay xudng thang bd, khong it nguwdi treeot chan
ngd de& Ién nhau. C6 ngwdi mudn gitp do' ddng nghiép, c6 ngwdi lai dim
1én ngwoi bi ngd d€ thao chay. Nguwoi thi khéc, nguwoi thi 1on ti€ng chi 161
thodt hi€m. Cé chi diu mot anh bi chady mau chan, c6 ga lai x6 manh mot c6
dang loang choang d¢€ tién viéc tron chay, ai ndy déu phoi bay ban chat
thyc sy trong con tai wong nay.

Lai mét ti€ng nG dinh tai nhirc 6¢ nira.

C6 18 vu nd da tao ra 16 hong & dau dé nén bit dau cé khong khi lua
vao. Khéi tan bdt gitip dong ngwoi hon loan hit théd dé hon trong choc 14t.

Thém mot ti€ng nd twong ty, ngay sau dé la ti€ng nhén nhdo tor xa
vong toi.

Nezumi ngoanh lai nhin, phat hién ti€ng nd phat ra tr hwdng khu nha

tii. C4c ti nhan dang huyén ndo. N&u khu nha ti cling ndm trong sy quan Iy



cua hé thong may tinh, c¢6 I€ cac ctra budng giam da mé toang roi. Ti€ng
huyén ndo no c6 the€'la ti€ng ho reo khi dwoe tir do chia cac th nhan.

N&€u bi€t vay thi...

C4 hai xudng t&i tng ba. Lira, khéi va sy hon loan giam di nhiéu so
voi tAng bon. Vai ngwoi dung lai thd & chd chi€u nghi, 1y tri dAn hdi
phuc, bit dau dét diu nhau roi khodi noi khiing khiép nay.

Li€u c6 thoat dwgrc khong?

Tia hi vong 16e 1€n. Mot suy nghi xud't hién trong dau Nezumi.

HE théng quan ly té liét khi€n Trai Cai tao chi con la mdt tdoa nha binh
thwong chzatng c6 chit tinh nang tién ti€n nao, khong l1au ntra sé tréd thanh
dong do nét. Lai thém th nhan thodt ra, noi ndy sé cang lic cang hdn loan.

Né€u vay thi...

C6 th€ loi dung tinh hinh nay d€ thdo chay trét lot. Chéc hin ldc nay
chéng con ai t&’i ngédn can nira.

“Shion, di thoi.” Nezumi kim con pha'n khich, nim 18y c& tay Shion.

Thé nhwng, Shion khong nhuc nhich.

“Shion! C4u sao vay? Ching ta phai nhanh chéng roi khoi day.”

“Sao lai gi€t cau ay?” Shion 1am bam, mdi gan nhw khong ctr ddong, chi
nhr mot ti€ng rén that khe.

Nezumi budng tay Shion, nhin théamg vao mat ciu. N6 cam thdy mau
trong huyét quan lanh di, dan dan dong cirng lai.

“Nezumi, trd 1o t6i di. Sao lai gi€t Safu?”

Giong Shion nhw nghen lai trong cudng hong, khan duc la thuwong, ctr
nhu ti€ng nhac phét ra tir mot cdi loa cii ki nhiéu am.

“T6i va ciu... toi d€n day de€ ciru Safu. La ctru... chr khong phai d€ giét



AZ 99

cau aYy.

Nguwoi Shion run bdn nhung gwong mit khong cé chiit cdm xic nao.
Khong kich dong, phin nd, budn ba hay dau don.

“Shion, chung ta cham chan roi. C6 2y da...”

“Safu con s6ng.” Gigng ndi khan dyc cta Shion clr nhw vira gidng cho
Nezumi mot céi tat. “Safu con s6ng va dieng tredrc miét t6i.”

“Po6 chi 1a 4o anh. Cau nén cha’p nhan di. B6 khong phai la Safu. Chi 1a
ao anh thoi.”

“Khong! Khong ding! Khong phai! Safu van con sdng. Cau 4y con
sdng nén md&i xud't hién tredc mat téi. Nezumi, ba't k€ cdu &y bi€n thanh
thir gi, khi d6 ciu 4y van con sdng.”

“Ba’'t k€ bién thanh th gi... v?”

“Ping vay. C6 th€ Safu da mat di thAn xdc, nhung ciu Ay vAn con
sdng. Cau &y con song va dang dgi téi. T6i phai ctru Safu. Toéi nén & lai
day v&i cau &y. Khong phai sao, Nezumi?”

Safu con sdng.

That khong? That nhw vay khong?

Nezumi nghi€n chat rang.

Co &y con sdng va dang dori Shion. M6t long dovi chor Shion. S6ng chi
de€ dwore gap lai Shion. Va wde nguyén dé da thanh hién thuc.

Safu, Shion da veot qua bao khé khan nguy hiém d€ dén bén ¢6. Co da
gip dwore ngwoi minh yéu quy nha't. Va roi woce nguyén ti€p theo ctia cd la
bi€n ma't khdi tdm ma't Shion. Pung vay, c¢6 da wdc nhw thé'.

C06 khong mudn Shion nhin thaYy.

Cho nén, to1...



“Shion, ching ta khong th& ctru Safu. C6 &y da hop nhat véi mdy Me.
Co &y chon tan bié€n cuing v&i nd.”

“Pélaly do w? Laly do d€ cau gi€t Safu w?”

“Vay cdu ndi xem tdi nén lam gi ha?” Nezumi hét 1én. Dong mau dong
cirng trong ngwdi né lai suc sdi, lan ra khip cor th€. “Cau khong hi€u sao?
Khong hi€u ndi 1ong cua Safu sao? Safu kéu goi to6i va ciu vi mudn dwgc
gap cdu, va hi vong... hi vong cdu gidi thoat cho c¢6 &y. Nhwng diéu d6
khong cé nghia la Safu mudn cdu dwa cd Ay roi khdi Trai. Safu biét rd
diéu do6 1a bat kha thi. Cho nén, Safu hi vong, chi it cau c6 the giai thoat co
Ay khdi tinh canh bi dit. C &y chic chin khéng mudn ciu nhin tha’y hinh
hai hién tai cia minh dau. C4u khong hi€u sao?”

Hoi thd Nezumi loan nhip. S&c mit Shion van tro’ ra, thAm chi khong
nhfu may 14y mot cdi. Mat Nezumi bit dau cay s& vi khéi.

Phai chay ngay. Khong thé Tan khan & day dworc.

NO bi€t r6 nhw th€’, nhwng khong sao di chuyén noi.

N6 danh thép nhin vao mét Shion.

“Shion, t6i khong th& nghi nhw ciu dwoc. Chiing ta da t&i tré. Safu da
chét roi.” N6 thuc sy nghi vay. “Cau chi dang tr6n tranh hi€n thyc thoi.
Viéc tach Safu ra khéi may Me la chuyén ba't kha thi. Chinh Safu da néi, c6
Ay khong con than x4c nhung van bj ¢cAm ti. CO 4y rit dau khd, cho nén
mudn ciu giai thoat minh khaoi tinh canh nhuc nha do, d€ c6 ay dworc ty do.
D6 mai 1a diéu ¢6 4y mong mudn.”

Minh khong sai. Ngwoi sai 1a Shion. Cau &y khong chdp nhén sy thit
ring Safu di ra di. CAu 4y mudn 1ah tr&n hién thye.

“Cau da lo1 dung cau ay.”



Shion noi, giong vo cung tram thap. Nezumi khong nghe 15.

“Céai g1?7”

“Cau da lgi dung Safu d€ pha huy may Me, khong phai sao?”

M3t Shion chiam rdi di chuyén tir phai sang trdi. Tsukiyo 16 d4u ra khdi
taA'm 4o choang cua Nezumi, nhwng lai 1an ngay vao trong.

“Ngay tor ddu, muc dich cua cdu la pha hay Trai Céi tao. Cau khong hé
mudn ciru Safu ma chi mudn phd hiy Trai. Cdu mwon viéc nay lam ngoi
no d€ tiéu diét NO.6. Cau da ludn cho co h6i nay. Cho nén cdu moi pha
hiy mdy Me ma khong chit do dy hay ngéan ngai. Vi muc dich riéng cta
minh, ciu da loi dung Safu, da hién t€ cqu 8y.”

Nezumi nhin chim chidm Shion.

Lo1 dung? Khong hé do dy? Hién t&€?

Shion, cau thyc sy nghi vay w?

Ché?ing 1€ khong ding sao?

Nezumi nghe thd’y ti€ng chat van. Khong phai giong Shion. La giong
cta chinh né.

May khong loi dung co &y, khong hién t€ co &y sao? May da dat viéc
hoan thanh muc dich ctia minh Ién trén viéc ctru ngwoi, khdng phéi sao?

Thé nao? Tra loi di? N6i di chir?

066.

Mot toan ngwoi mac 4o mau réu tran xudng cau thang, la hét ‘am 1. Tu
nhan. Ti€ng la hét ctia ho vang vong gitra cic birc twong.

O 6 6. Chay di! Chay mau di!

",

“Pung lai! Bing lai ngay! C6 dirng lai khong thi bao



Ti€ng hd hoan ngédn can cua tay nhan vién Cuc Tri an chim nghim gitra
bién la 6 cua th nhin. Bong c6 ti€ng sung nd. Mot ngwoi dan ong dang cd’
chay qua Nezumi ba't chgt nga ldn quay ra hanh lang. Pau anh ta da trung
mot vién dan.

“Pirng lai ngay! Bang khong tao bin!”

“Chay mau! Thoat khéi ddy mau!” Céc ti nhan la 6.

“Puwng dwng lai! Chay di! chay khoi ddy mau!”

TAt cd cic ti nhan mét long song soc, vai tén con sui bot mép, hét nhw
bay manh thd ram rip xong ra.

Tré thanh ti nhan cta Trai Cai tao d6ng nghia v&i cdi chét. Du ¢6 toi
hay khong, du tdi niing hay nhe, tir Itic bj bt giam vao dy thi d3 mang 4n
tr hinh. S&m mudn gi ciing s& bi giét, vay sao khong nim 14y co’ hdi vang
nay, néi khéng ching ¢6 th€ duorc tw do.

Ra ngoai. Chay ra ngoai. Chay ra noi c6 dnh sang.

Ti€ng sting vang I€n, mdu vang tung tée. Mot tu nhan téc bac treot dai
theo thanh cau thang r6i nga lan ra. Ti€ng sung, ti€ng no, khoi va lra.

“Shion, nguy hiém! O’ ddy nguy hi€m 1§m!”

Nezumi kéo tay Shion vung chay. Cau khong phan khang. Cau loang
choang, vai va vao twong, r'oi ctr thé ngdi thup xuéng san.

“Nezumi... tdi xin 151.” Am thanh Ii nhi phét ra tr d6i mdi tréng béch
cta Shion. “T6i xin 1i. Toi... toi...”

Shion Gp mat vao hai tay, thd hon hén.

“To6i hieu. Toi bi€t ching ta khdng con cach nao khac. Cau chi thuc
hién nguyén vong cta Safu thoi... Toi chzzmg c6 1y do hay tw cach gi d€ oan

trach cu ca. L& ra t6i m&i 1a ngeoi phéi lam diéu d6. LE ra chinh tdi méi



phai giai thoat cho Safu. Nhung t6i khong the. T6i s¢... Toi khdong lam
dwore. Toi lai dya dAm vao ciu, day hét moi viéc do' ban cho cau. Toi
khong chju thtra nhdn minh hén nhdt, cho nén ma&i trach ctr ciu, chit van
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cau...

Nezumi nhin mai toéc trﬁng cta Shion. Du da vat 16n m6t ching dwong
gian truan, mai té¢c van khong mat di vé dep clia nd, tieng s¢ii, tieng soi van
sang 14 lanh.

“T6i da lién lyy céu, con 16i ca chu Rikiga va Inukashi vao chuyén nay...
Nhung két cuc lai thanh ra th€ nay... Nezumi, ching ta dé€n day khong phai
de€ huy diét, ma la d€ gidi ciru. Nhung cudi cung thi...”

“La d€ huy diét.”

Shion ngtra khuén méit nhem nhuéc m6 hoi va mau 1én.

“Cau ndi dung. Toi chi c6 mdt muc dich duy nhat 1a pha hay Trai Cai
tao. Toi chwa ting dw dinh sé ctru Safu.”

“Nezumi...”

Nezumi 1ang tranh 4nh méit Shion. N6 khong thé€ nhin vio mét cu nira.

“T6i can cdu. T6i biét, né€u khéng ¢6 kha nang ghi nhé va 6¢ phan doéan
clia cau, toi s€ chaalng the’ di chuyén trong Trai. Cau la at chd bai cudi cling
va manh nhat cta t6i. Toi dd ludn suy nghi xem phai st dung cu nhw thé
nao. Va nhirng chuyén hdm nay chinh la dap an. Chuyén cua Safu chi 1a céi
co thoi. Téi chi dang lgii dung céu va Safu d€ dat dwoc muc dich caa
minh.”

bing vay da’y, Shion, cdu doan khong sai. T6i da phan bdi cau. Toi da
ludn lra d67i cdu. Nguwoi bi lién luy khdng phai 1a t6i, ma la cau. Toi da

gidng mot cai biy d€ ciu tw chui vao.



“T6i thanh cong roi. Hay nhin d6ng hon loan nay di. Trai Cai tao dang
sup do. Shion, tdi... toi lam theo k& hoach ctia minh, thuan lgii dat dwoc
muc dich. Cau gidi hon tdi nghi nhiéu da’y, cau vo cung... v cung cé ich.”

Shion loang choang ding diy, “Nezumi, cdu dang ndi gi vay?”

“T6i chwa bao gio cho ring Safu van an toan. Ngay tir lic cd ta bi tdng
vao ddy thi khd niing an toan 12 bang khong. Shion... P&i v&i t6i ma ndi,
viéc ctru Safu chzamg c6 nghia ly gi cd. Khi chén qua bom vao may Me, t6i
chi nghi d&€n viéc pha huy né, va nhanh chéng thoét than. Chi vay thoi.”

Tam 4o choang si€u s¢1 tregt qua vai, rol xudong chan Nezumi. Chrflng
bi€t né da rovi tw lic nao.

Nezumi nhdt 4o choang 1€n, nhin théng vao mdt Shion, “T61 s€ khong
ddi hoi cu tha thi cho tdi, bdi diy khong phdi 1a vAn dé chi xin 16i 1a
xong chuyén.”

“Cau dang noi gi vay? Toi chflng hi€u gi hét.”

Céu khong hieu? That v?

Cau n6i doi, Shion. RS rang ciu hi€u. Ciu hi€u ting cau tng chir mot.
Cau sé khong bao gio tha thir cho tdi. Ciu s€ khinh ré va cam hén t6i. Va
con...

“Chit!”

Tsukiyo kéu ré 1én. Nezumi cam thay lanh s6ng lung, nhw th€ c¢6 vo s&
miii tén vo hinh dang lao t&i.

La sét khi.

Nezumi quay phét lai. Mot ngwoi dan ong dang chia sing vao nd.
Khéng phai nhan vién Cuyc Tri an ma la mét trong may tén linh di theo
Rashi.



Nguy roi! So sua't qua!

“Shion, cai xuéng!”

Nezumi dung hé€t sirc day Shion ra. Moi tht nhanh nhw chop. Mot
chum sidng xuyén qua co’ the' né.

Noéng qua...

N6 mu6n kéu 1én.

Mau chay di, Shion!

N6 khong thé thot thanh 1oi. Novi nao d6 trong co’ th€ né dang bo'c chay.

Noéng qua.

“Nezumi!”

Nezumi trong tha'y Shion mé to mit, thA'y miéng ciu dang hét 1én, thay
ciu vuron tay ra. Thdm chi, n6 thd’y rd ting ngén tay ciu. Vi qud ro rang
nén khong that chut nao.

Nhirng hinh anh tred'c @6 con ro rét nay da mo’ dan. Man dém ap toi.

Moi mau sdc déu phai nhoa.

/a\ng!

Con ch6 myc bi ha't vang xudng san. Miéng chay dai, chan co giat. Mot
tén nhan vién Cuyc Tri an nhdm day, tay ¢Am khau sting ngin. Con ché muc
1ién ba't dong. DU vé ngoai hung ton nhwng né lai rat thich tim ning. N6
thwong nim won ra dwdi dnh ning r'oi danh gidc trwa. Tuy tinh khi hung
d& nhwng né rd't trung thanh v&i Inukashi.

Tao xin 16i.

Inukashi nhin con chd, tham xin 18i.



Tao xin 16 vi da khi€n may 14m vao tinh canh nay. Tha thtr cho tao nhé.

Inukashi nhin thd’y nong sting, cling nhin thdy gwong mat hép vao cta
ké cam sung.

Inukashi khong s hai, cling khong ding lai. N6 bi€t chi mdt gidy chian
chw do dw thdi, n6 s€ ma't mang. Mot khi da lam thi phéi lam t¢i cung. Ké
thil g4n ngay trirdc mét, né khong cé quyeén s¢ hi.

Inukashi nim chit sung, na dan lién ho1.

Chét tiét! Chét ti€t! Li d6 t€ hom hinh ngu ngdc! Ching may 1a 1a
cudp doc dc tan nhan. Tra lai nhitng thit ching may cwdp cta bon tao
ngay! Ching may luén cha dap West Block, giét ngwoi nhw ngde. Li sat
nhan, hay ho then di. Pung vdy day. Chiing may la 1G ddng khinh! Khon
kiép!

Inukashi thdm chiri rda x6i xa. Tuy khong th€ néi thanh loi, nhwng né
mong sao nhirng cu chri rda Ay s€ héa thanh dan, gidp n6é bam nat thi vii
khi mau xdm xanh x&u xi kia.

Nay thanh than, thinh thodng ban chit on hué cho Inukashi nay ciling
dau qud dang? Ong da virt bd West Block tir 1au, nhw mot ba me virt dira
con con dé hodn gitta chdn dong khong mdng quanh. Ong khong thdy cén
riet lwong tAm sao? Cho nén, hay ban cho Inukashi nay mot ki tich di. Mot
ki tich gitp t6i c6 the ti€p tuc sdng.

Inukashi treot chan. N6 ma't thing bang, nga dip mong xudng dat. Pan
swot qua ngay sat bén chéan no.

N&u khong tregt chan, ¢6 1€ n6 da lanh da roi.

Phil, minh vAn con may mén chén.

“Pung yén, 6 chudt c6ng.”



Nhan vién Cuc Tri an chia sing vao Inukashi. Cung lic d6, mot am
thanh nang né€ vang lén.

“Chung tao sé thdi bay bon may. Chuan bj tinh théan di.”

Chu6t cong? Pimg ¢6 dem tao ra so sénh v&i 1d sinh vat ha ding do!

Inukashi toan bop co nhung lai phat hién da hét dan. N6 li€c vé phia
chi€c may xuc.

Lao &y dang lam tro gi vay?

Céi hong to trong nhw mdt cdi loa ciia mdy phét song xung kich phét ra
am thanh ning né. Dwong nhwr moi thir da sin sang.

HA4? Khong phai chit? Sip toi doi roi sao?

Con gi6 lanh budt thdi qua.

bén day la chd'm dit roi sao? Phai bd mang & diy sao?

Khong th€ nhw thé” dwoe. Pung ¢6 duia! Nezumi, tinh hinh dau giong
voi hira hen cia may. Nhw thé nay khac quai gi vé kich 10n ting pheo hét
ca 1én khi ma nhan vat chinh con chwa xua't hién dau? Lam sao day? Lam
gi di chr, Nezumi!

Bdng dung, den phut tit. Chudng bdo dong vang Ién.

“Gi vay? Chuyén gi vay?”

“Khong bi€t. Hinh nhw khu ndi bd xay ra chuyén.”

“Nay! Vwa r'oi cu cé nghe thd’y ti€ng n6 khéng?”

“Ha? A, diing th& that...”

Nhan vién Cyc Tri an bd1 o1 thady ro.

“T61 qua! Khong nhin thay gi cd!”

Nhung ti€ng kéu s¢’ hdi vang vong trong bong to1i.



Phan &ng gidng hét lic ngwi thdy mui thdi ban ndy. Bon nay that tham
hai.

Inukashi cudi ngao nghé.

Chi c¢an moi treong sdng sach s€ thoai mai ¢6 ti ti doi khéac, cw dén
NO.6 lién tré nén y&u dudi mdt cach dang kinh ngac, ding cuoi. Co 1€
dam linh lac s€ chiu dung t6t hoon mdt chut, nhwng nhéan vién Cuyc tri an thi
phoi bay hét sw yéu ot va sg sét cia ching.

Céi bd dang hodng hot kia 12 sao? Nhirng k& than nhién Idp dit vii khi
gi€t ngwoi lai s bong t6i. That nwc cuoi.

Inukashi viAn ngdi dwdi dat, bung rda thim. N6 kiém ché& ban than
khong duore lao ra ngoai.

“Van chwra duoc. Khong dwoc néng voi.”

Chudng bdo ddng cang lic cang lon, t&i mirc khi€n tai Inukashi ong
ong hét ca Ién.

Bédo dong khan cap. Bdo dong khan cap.

Muirc d0 ndm. Mirc @O nam.

So’ tan khan cap. So tan khan cap.

T4t ca nhan vién, 14p tic di tan.

Murc 36 nam. Mirc d6 nam.

“Mirc d6 nam? Xay ra chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i khdong bi€t, nhung phdi so’ tdn ngay. Chiing ta phai ra khoi day,
bang khong sé gip nguy mat.”

“Nay, lai Am thanh d6 nira kia. N& & khép noi. Mau chay thoi!”

“Chay... nhung ma t61 nhuv hi nut the nay.... Sao khong bat den du
phong?”



“Noi diy 1a khu chira chat théi, 1am gi ¢6 the d6?”

bén luc roi.

Inukashi vot ra nhanh nhw mot hon da bat khoi na.

Tao quen v&i bong tdi. PE tao cho bon may biét, tao khac véi bon may
nhu thé nao.

“Li khon kiép!”

Inukashi vira hét vira vung sing. N6 da quen tay v&i thir nay roi. Bay
ché gam gur xOng 1én. Inukashi giat hét td't ca diy nho, Ong din ndi voi
mady phat song xung kich.

Khon kiép! Bon khon kiép! Khéng ngo bon may lai tao ra thi nay, tao
ra con qudi vt ngoai giét ngwoi ra thi chéng con ich lgi nao khéc.

Murc 36 nam. Mirc d6 nam.

So tan khan cap. So tan khan cap.

“Ra ngoai! Chay ra ngoai mau! o day nguy hiém 1im!”

“Piing da'y, chay mau di! Ching ta phai so’ tan ngay!”

Nhan vién Cuc Tri an 0 té chay vé phia cdnh ctra din ra bén ngoai.
Inukashi dirng tai chd théd hon hén. M6 hoi tda ra nhung né lai dang run.
Réng danh vao nhau ¢cdm cép. Tim dap lién h'6i, d&n mirc mudn ngat thé:.

Diéu g6i Inukashi bin rin. N6 ngé khuyu xuéng. L ché vy quanh nd.
Con ché d6m den tring ngti ngki né. Inukashi 6m 14y c¢& con ché dom,
vii mét vao I&p 16ng ém &i. N6 ngtri thdy mui cia ché. La mui né da ngii
sudt twe khi bi€t nhén thirc t&i nay, 1a mui ciia me, anh em, dong doi, 1a mot
mui thom nirc hon bt cir loai hoa nao.

Nudée mét trao ra. Tlng giot tirng giot, roi mai khong thoi.

Thoat ch€t roi. Chung ta thodt chét roi.



Con ché the lwdi li€m nwrde mét trén md Inukashi.

Am that. Am qud di. Minh vAn con séng.

“Tat ca 12 nh¢ ¢6 tyi may. Cam on. Cam on nhiéu 14m.”

“Inukashi...”

Rikiga I'6m c¢'om bo ra twr ctra khu chira rac.

“C6 v€ nhu bon ching bd chay ca ro6i.”

“Pung viy, 6ng chd a.” Inukashi cd y ngan dai. “Biy gio’ 6ng ra day
lam gi? Vua r'oi 6ng da lam gi thé”? Di cho’ chuan bj bira tdi a?”

Inukashi 1én quét nwéc mét d€ Rikiga khoi nhin tha’y. Rikiga nhiin vai,
mim cwoi trong bong to1i.

“Pa bao tao theo chu nghia bac 4i co ma. Hon ntra, xud't than cia tao
tot, c6 gido duc, hoan toan khéng hgp voi may tro giét chéc nay. Du cé
suy sup t&i diu tao ciling khong th€ hanh dong dién loan, bat chap tat ca
nhr may dwoc.”

“Thé thi 6ng cir suy sup ti€p di, cd doi nay cling dueng ngéc dau 1én
nita. C6 cho dng cor hodi dirng 1én thi 6ng van chi 1a 140 bom vo tich sw, chi
t0 viedng chian viedng tay ma thoi.”

“Plrng cdu ban thé chit. C6 didu may chién da'u ciing clr phét. Tao phai
thay ddi cach nhin vé may ro6i. Tao ma 14 phu nit thi s& d5 may ngay d6. Oi
troi o1, that 12 1o hai 1am sao.” Rikiga v tay.

Inukashi khit mai.

“P0d t6i 47 Nghe nhw truyén kinh di &y. S&n hét ca da ga da vit roi day
nay. Toi vira m&i thoat chét, 6ng dung cé néi may thir gy hai cho tim
ntra, t6i khong mudn toi doi & day dau.”

Rikiga khong d€ y d&€n nhirng losi méc mia cua Inukashi. 6ng dang



khum ban tay quanh tai, c& gdng ling nghe. Chudng bdo dong chot nging
kéu, dot ngdt! hét nhw luc vang Ién.

Inukashi ciing vénh tai nghe ngéng.

Ho nghe thdy ti€ng gi do, tya ti€ng séng bieén ngoai khoi, nhw ti€ng
sd'm tw xa vong lai.

Gi th&? Am thanh d6 1a gi?

“Tiéng nO phat ra tir ndi bo Trai.” Rikiga chdm rai néi, “Khodng chi ¢
th€’, hinh nhw tao con nghe tha’y ti€ng la hét va kéu gao tham thi€t nwa.”

Cénh ctra ngén cach Trai Cai tao v&i khu vie xi 1y chdt thdi vAn con
m¢& nén Inukashi va Rikiga nghe r6 dong tinh & phia Trai. Hai noi vOn tach

“Nay, Inukashi. Pay 12 diém b4do moi thit da bt d4u r'oi, ding khong?”

Rikiga run giong & Am cudi. Tuy mét Inukashi khong tinh twong tdi
mitc phin biét dwgce sic mit trong béng t&i, nhung chzamg can nhin no cling
bi€t mat Rikiga dang ddé wng vi phan khich, b&i vi mit né cling da néng
hwng hwe day kich dong.

Bét d4u roi. Cudi cling ciing bat dau roi. Thuc sy bit dau roi.

Nezumi, Shion, 1a kiét tdc ctia hai ngwoi phai khong? Tuy khong biét
hai ngwdi di 1am gi, nhung chéc chin chinh hai ngudi di khién hé thong
bdo ddng cua Trai phai réo vang, con thong bao 1a nguy hi€m mirc d6 nam
nira. N6i khong chirng nim 12 mic do nguy hiém cao nhat ch ching dua.
N&u thit thé thi... Hé hé, s& thi vi 1m diy. Tuyét cti meo!

Am thanh vong lai ttr xa d6, chic chén 1 ti€hg d6t phdo in mirng roi.

Inukashi lién tuc li€m mdi trong v thirc.

Nezumi, thang bip bom nay khdng chi biét néi suéng, ma néi dworec 1am



dwoc.

“Trai Cai tao s€ sup d0 that w?” Rikiga Tam bam, giong van chwa hét
run.

BAt thinh linh, d&n sang, r'o6i lai tit phup, cin phong chim trong béng
t0i. Canh ctra dong, roi lai m¢, lai dong Tan ntra, nhung [an nay moi khép
dwoc hai phin ba da dung.

“Gi day? Cwa cling bi€t tap nhay a?”

Rikiga néi dua, va Inukashi chfmg cwoi noi.

“Ra ma khiéu vii voi n6 di, 6ng chd.”

Inukashi lai li€m moi. Chfmg phédi nhdy nhét gi hét, ma la thoi thdp,
ging gwong vung vay trudc lic chét. Gidng nhw con ché muc kia, Trai
cling dang quan quai khi cin K¢é cai chét.

“Pirng bao rang ca tdoa nha sé sup d6 dd’y nhé.” Rikiga khong con hao
hing phan khich nhw tredre, thay vao dé la sy bon chon.

“Sup that thi qud td't con gi? Néu chd nay bién thanh dong gach vun, toi
s€ 1a ngwoi dau tién trong mdt nhanh cay twdng niém.”

Minh s€ trong cho Getsuyaku, cho con ché myc cia minh, cho v6 s&
ngwoi bi sat hai & noi ddy mot cédi cdy ma ldc nao dé s€ vewon cao sung
sttng, né ra mudn van déa hoa tring mudt.

“Céch day khong 1au 6ng con hao hing néi rang cir viéc phd hdy noi
nay di con gi?”

“N6i 1a n6i th€” thoi. Tao khong quan tdm Trai Cai tao c6 sup do hay
khong, nheng n€u n6 bi€n thanh dong gach vun thi ric rdi to.”

“Tai sao?”

“Inukashi, may nghi thtt xem, n&u chd nay sup d6 thi vang dwdi ting



ham ciing s€ bi chon vii theo. Nhw vady phai t6n hang dong c6ng sttc moi
dao 1én dwoc.”

Rikiga hiing h'6n néi. Inukashi nhin 6ng chdm chiam.

“Ong chi nay, ong thyc s tin chuyén d6 sao?”

“Gi co?”

“Chuyén nii vang &y. Ong thuc sy tin c6 vang that sao0?”

Rikiga ddo mét, nudt nwdec bot.

“Inukashi, Iic nao réi ma may con dua thé”hda? Tat nhién la c6 that roi.
Ngu'don tin cua tao r't dang tin, khong th€ nham Ian dworc.”

“Néu 12 that thi t6t thoi. Nhwng ma ngudn tin ctia dng chic 1 em gii
di&€m tén Ann hay Unn nao d6 chwr gi?”

“La Sulu, mét my nhan téc d6. C6 nang nghe mdt nhan vién cap cao
ctia NO.6 ti€t 1§ gitra lic may mwa nén tuyét d6i chinh xac.”

“Chi the thoi a?”

“Pung th&. May con nhd, lai su6t ngay quanh quan v&i 1 chd nén
khong hi€u dwore dau. Canh dan 6ng sau mdt tran may muwa rat hi€m khi
n6i d6i ban tinh, n€u 1a v thi con chit gitr k€, nhung v&i gai di€m thi ho
khong bao gio néi doi, bdi vi khdng can thiét.”

“Cho nén m&i dé dang phun ra nhirng bi mat ma binh thwong tuyét doi
khong ddm nhic t&i?”

“Ping. May hiéu van dé day.”

“Co0 nang tén Sulu d6 dang tin ch&?”

“Pdang tin! Tao da héi di hai lai 1a tin ¢6 chinh xdc khéng, va Sulu khg’mg
dinh 1a tin tai nghe dwgrc. C6 nang néi nhw dinh dong cot nén dut khoat

khong sai dau.”



“Ong chi nay, 6ng v&i cd ta cé quan hé mo 4m ha?”

“Tré con dwrng c6 toc mach. May chwa t&i tudi do diAm chuyén ngwoi
lon dau. La mot ngwoi 1om greong mau, tao khong the trd 1o may dwoc.”

“Nhitng 101 tudn ra tir miéng ong toan ma’y thi ching ra gi da’y thoi. Sw
grong mau ctia 6ng chim hét trong con roi con gi? Toi khong the d€ thang
nhéc nha minh t&i gan th ngwoi 16n d6 d6n nhw 6ng dwge.”

“Pwrng tan huou tdn viegn nira. Tao v&i Sulu ¢d quan hé hay khong lién
quan gi toi viée Tan nay?”

“Noi1 thé?ing nhé, gitta 6ng va Nezumi thi chic chin Nezumi dwoc long
cénh phu nt hon. ffm, 100 ¢6 thi hét 99 co... khong, ca 100 cd déu s€ chon
Nezumi chir khong chon 6ng chd dau. Pay 1a chuyén hi€n nhién, nén t6i
khong nghi c¢6 nang Sulu kia la ngoai 1€.”

Rikiga nhiu chdt chan may, “Inukashi, may dang mudn ndi gi vay?
Dung ¢6 vong vo tam qudc nira, lam on huych toet ra ludn di.”

“Huych toet ra thi, tm, ciing chiing ¢6 gi phtc tap. Gia st t6i 1a Sulu,
toi thich xem kich va si mé chang dién vién xinh dep tén Eve. N&u chang ta
rét mat vao tai toi, toi nghi minh s& bang 1ong truyén dat thong tin gia cho
130 nhan tinh cii bung bia ngay tip Iw.”

Rikiga nu6't nwde bot roi ha miéng thd hon hén, y nhw con ché dang di
dudi troi nang, “Khong... khong thé thé” dworc! Sao Eve lai nho Sulu ltra
tao chir? Chrflng c6 1y do gi d€'lam thé& ca...”

“D¢€ du 6ng chu lam viéc chir con gi ntra. T6i ciing bi Nezumi du khj
day. Cho toi va 6ng bi€t & diy c6 niii vang 1a cdch don gidn nha't d€ dan du
ching ta vao cudc choi nay. Pay r0 rang 1a trd0 ma Nezumi hay dung,

khong phai sao? Néi vé khoan chiéu trd thi ching ai trén doi sdnh bang tén



d6 dau. Cdi dau hin thong minh d&n d4ng kinh ngac. To6i thuc sy kham
phuc day.”

Rikiga nin liang, deng ngdy ra h'6i 1lau, “Inukashi... may nhén ra tw khi
nao?”

“Tw khi nao a? Khi nao nhi? Lic 6ng néi ngu6n tin ctua 6ng la mét ¢o
nang xinh dep thi khuon mat Nezumi da hién I€n trong dau toi roi. Ha ha,
c6 1€ do t6i bi€t rd bd mat that cia Nezumi hon 6ng chd nhiéu, du viéc nay
chflng c6 gi dang d€ ty hao ca.”

“Bié€t vdy sao may con toi ddy? Tai sao lai mao hi€m tinh mang ban
than d€ lam viéc nay ch?”

“Tai vi c6 vang.”

“Ha?”

“That ra toi cling chealng 0 vi sao minh khong yén phén ric trong 0, chi
1a... thit to6i cho rang s& mai méi treong ton dang sup dd, thit toi cho rang
bat bi€n thi dang thay doi, chaalng phéi ddy la ki tich quy nhw vang sao?
Hon ntra, ki tich d6 khong do thian linh ban phat ma do con ngwoi tao ra, la
tdc pham ctia mdt cdu cong t& bdt ngdy tho' va mot tén dai bip. Nghi ma
thay son hét ca da ga da vit. Cho nén, t6i quyé&t dinh hanh dong. Toi sé
khong ng6i dgi ai d6 t¢i thay doi minh, t6i muén ty minh thay doi. Toi
mudn gép mot phian strc trong viéc cdi thién thé gidi, chi thé thdi. Nezumi
va Shion da cho t6i cor hoi, cho du tdi lang tranh, vo' nhw khodng tha'y, thi
miéng mdi vin lo lkng ngay trudc mat, mot miéng modi con quy hon
vang.”

“Biét thuea 12 bj lira nhung may van dop m6i?”

“Ong noi the cing duoc.”



“Héa ra la thé... Va r6i may ciling htia theo hai dira kia dwa tao vao
trong luodn, &i troi o, Rikiga to6i diy tham hai t&i m&rt bi bon tré ranh nay
dét miii, ding 12 gia that roi, doi tdi da sang bén kia doc ma't roi.”

“Nay 6ng chi, dirng bi quan chir. D6 chi 1a suy dodn cia t6i thoi, du toi
nghi mwdi phan hét chin 1a that roi nhung van ¢6 khd ndng Sulu chin
thanh 4i md 6ng nén da chia sé v&i 6ng thong tin quy gia day.”

“Chan thanh di mo tao 4... khong doi nao.” Rikiga thé dai thwon thwot,
hai vai triing xudng, trong 6ng bdong chdc gia som di, hét nhw 1o dng néi.
“Bay gio' may dinh thé nao?”

Rikiga nguwdc 1én nhin Inukashi, lai thé dai, “T6i a? Toi s€ doi.”

“Poi1 Eve va Shion?”

“U’. Nezumi bdo t6i chdr & day thi chi con cach cho thoi chir sao?”

“Gi6ng mot con ché trung thanh dang cho cha.”

“Gi0ng con céo rinh chudt.”

“Hai dtra n6 tré vé toe dwong nao? Tw canh cira khép ho kia a?”

“Ail ma bi€t, to1 dau c6 suy doan duoc chuyén do. To6i nghi chinh
Nezumi ciing khé long doan bi€t. Pay 1a mot van cwoce sinh ti, lam sao
nhin tha'u dé dang thé” dwoc? Nhung nhw vy thi két qud méi cuc ki thid vi
- 6ng chd thi sao? Ong dinh lam gi?”

Rikiga lai thé dai, ché)ing ro 1a Tan the maYy. Ché"mg bi€t ong c6 co' ¥
khong nhung twr theé” cong lwng khi€n ong trong hét nhw 6ng cu.

“Tao dori. Y nhue mot con ché trung thanh.”

“Du chuyén nui vang la Itra dao?”

Inukashi kinh ngac. N6 d tin chic rang Rikiga s& nhanh chéng 1ai khoi

ra khoi day khi vo 1€ nii vang 1a chuyén khong twdng.



NaAn n4 midi thi khdng biét dwoc s& gip bat tric gi. Khong dy dodn
dworc khi nao hi€m nguy ap dén.

Nhanh chéng roi khoi chd nay, vE lai noi chdn an toan ctia minh.

BA't cr ai c¢6 ti chit thong minh cling s€ hanh déng nhw th&. Rikiga
khong phai ké ngo nghéch. C6 thé 6ng tham lam vo do, nhwng van ranh ré
cdch thirc sinh ton, bing khong s& chaamg th€ tich cop chung &Yy tai san &
West Block.

Chi 1am nhitng chuyén cé lgi cho minh, nguyén tic hanh dong 12 loi
ich, khong phai tinh nghia. Pay la phwong cham s6ng cua Rikiga. Inukashi
cling tan d6ng cach sdng nay, cho nén né m&i kinh ngac.

“Tai sao 6ng lai cho, 6ng chd?” Inukashi to mo hai.

“Vi tao khong di noi nira.”

“Khong di noi? Trong 6ng dau c6 giong bi thwong?”

“Tao thé khong noi ntra, tim ddp nhanh, lwng thi muén gay roi ca ra.
Tao phai & lai nghi ngoi. Hon nitra, khong c6 gi chirng minh suy doan cta
may la chinh xac hoan toan. Ng6 nho thong tin cia Sulu la sy that...”

“Y 6ng 12 dwdi chan chiing ta c6 the c6 mot ndi vang?”

“O. Chinh vi niém tin 4y ma tao bon ba t&i tdn ddy. Gid con chua 1am
16 tring den thi sao tao bd vé dwoc? Cung 1dm 1a khuan sach cdc mén ddng
tién ctia Trai Cai tao thoi. Téi lic d6 may véi Eve phéi lam ciru van cho
tao dd'y. Chinh chiing may lwra tao vao trong nén cdm c6 phan nan.”

Inukashi nhun vai roi quay sang mot bén. N6 khong tin Rikiga dang n6i1
that, 6ng dang trong cho diéu gi? Ong & lai d&€ 1am gi? Inukashi nghi c6 khi
chinh Rikiga cling khong trd 1o dwge, nhung né chéc chin ddp 4n khong

phai 1a vi thé khong ra hoi, tim ddp nhanh hay cdi ndi vang hao huyén nao



do.
Gi day? Hoa ra 6ng chu ciing tin 1a Shion va Nezumi sé tré’ veé a?
Inukashi suyt bat cwoi, nhirng né mim moi lai.
Bén trong Trai Cai tao dang bi¢h dong. Sip r'oi.
Hai nguoi ho sip tré veé.

Trong béng t&1, Inukashi 1ing I& siét chiit doi tay thanh ndm dAm.

“Ngon qua.” Renka hit ha, “Khong ngo’ tra nong lai ngon dén thé".”

“Thém chit dwong khéng? Khi mdi mét thi tra ngot 1a cwc pham da’y!”

Karan dat lo dwong tred'c mit Renka. Ba dd mua n6 d€ ki niém ngay
khai treong tiém. Tuy chi la mot céi 1o ré tién nhwng Karan ra't thich.

Renka dwa tay dui mét.

“Chj Karan... cam on chi. Em rat mwng vi chi & day. Cam on chi.”

“Qi, Renka, dirng khéc.” Karan dit mot tay 1én dau g&i Renka, nghiém
nghi néi, “Em con Lily ma. Pwng khéc. Manh mé 1én nao.”

Lily nhin me, mdt day vé lo au. Co6 bé si€t chit cdi cdc trong tay.

Karan hi€u doi hdi mdt nguoi dang ba't an tdt dd va kiét qué nhuv Renka
phdi manh mé 1én, thuc sy 12 mot doi hoéi ha khic. “Manh mé 1én”, “Géng
grrong 1én”, “C6 1én ndo”, nhitng 1oi dong vién nhuw the 1dm ldc con giy
ton thwong hon 12 ming md.

To6i da c& hét strc roi, con mudn tdi manh mé thé nao nwra?

Ban than Karan cling trng mu6n gao 1én nhw thé”. Nhirng 101 ddong vién
sdo rOng cung nhirng 1oi chi trich that tan nhin, ndng can va tho 16.

Karan hi¢u diéu d6. Nhung ba van phai néi, “Renka, em con Lily va



dra bé trong bung nra. Em 1a m6t ngwoi me, phai manh mé Ién. Mu6n
khéce thi ldc nao ciing dwoe, nhwng bay gior khong phai 1a ldc budng tha
ban than ma khéc bu lu bu loa, ding khéng? Em phéi twoi tinh 1én mdi
dwoc.”

Renka chép mit, nudt nudc bot roi ngdi thing lung 1én, “Thwa tién
bd1i, em hi€u roéi a.”

“Em hiéu la t6t roi. Sau nay chd y nhé.”

“Vang.”

Lily hét nhin me ro6i lai nhin Karan.

“Di o1, di 1a tién bdi cia me con a?”’

Renka nhe nhang 6m vai con gai minh, “Ding vay. Di 1a tién bdi hwong
dao nhan sinh clia me day. Sau nay chic chén con phai hoc hdi di nhiéu.”

“Thé& héa ra di gia 1dm roi a?”

Karan va Renka nhin nhau réi ciing phé ra cuwoi.

“Qua dang qud nha Lily. Di khong gia dén th& dau, chi hon me
con..xm, ¢6 tdm tuoi thoi... Chéc, ding la gia that nhi.”

“Chj Karan that tinh!” Renka n& nu cwoi, lau di nhieng giot 1€ dong noi
khée mét. “Chi Karan a, em thuc su ra't biét on chi. N&u chi c6 mdt minh,
em khong biét phai 1am sao nira? Chic em chi biét khéc thét 1én thdi.”

“Em dau y&u dudi d&n th&". Cho du khdng c6 chi nhic nhé, em ciing sé
khoi phuc sy manh mé ctia mot ngwoi me. Hon nira... Renka nay, ¢6 1€ em
s€ nghi chi chi dang an Gi em thdi, nhwng ching ta ctr doii anh Getsuyaku
xem sao. chi thd’y con qua sé'm d€ tuyét vong ma.”

Co 1€ day thuc sw chi 1a mdt 1o an i, 1a Itra minh d6i ngwoi, nhung doi

ldc ching ta lai ¢an nhirng lovi an Gi ki€u 4y. Giéng nhw ¢an thém mot thia



dwong vao tach h'ong tra vay.

Renka dit tdch xudng, chadm rai git dau, “Pung, ding vay... chi néi
phai. Vin con qud som d€ tuyét vong... Em sé ti€p tuc doi. C6 the ngay
mai anh &y s€ V€ dé€n nha thoi.”

“Pung r'6i.” Karan mudn thé dai.

Ngay nao chwa th€ xac nhan an nguy cua Getsuyaku thi ngay d6 Renka
van phai chor doi chdng, Lily van phai cho doti cha trd ve.

Vin con qud sém d€ tuyét vong. The nhung doi chd ma ching c6 hi
vong, that buon bi€t bao.

Karan cdm nhan dwoc Renka nim 14’y tay minh. C4c ngén tay 4m dp va
mém mai.

“Chi Karan, em s€ khong guc nga dau. Thim chi., du chong em khong
trd vé... em va Lily... khong, ba me con em van sé ti€p tuc song. Em sé
sinh con ctia anh Getsuyaku ra va nudi ning né nén ngudi.” Anh mit
Renka ddy nghi lyc, khdng dong lai chit dd'u vét nao cda nhirng giot nwdc
mét ban ndy nita. “Cé chi & bén canh dong vién, em s& 6n thdi. Em s& lam
ta't ca nhirng gi c6 the. B&i vi em 1a m6t ngwoi me ma.”

“Renka!” Karan vong tay qua can cO thon gy cia Renka, “Em la nguoi
me tuyét vori nha't trén doi.”

H&i dinh ménh, hay nhin di, nhin xem ching t6i kién cwong nghi lyc
dén nhwong nao. Chiing t6i s€ khong bi nudt ching, chiing t6i nha't dinh sé
ding virng va ti€p tuc sdng. Hoi dinh ménh, hei NO.6, ching tbi s€ khdng
d€ cac ngwoi mac sire giay xéo dau.

“Chi Karan, that ra em con lo cho mdt ngwoi nira.” Giong Renka tr¢

nén nang ne.



“Anh Yoming phai khong?”

“Vang. Em thyc sw khong biét anh 4y dinh 1am gi. Em thay ba't an 14m.
Vira r'oi anh em c6 dén day, ding khéng?”

“ff, anh &y c6 ghé sang.”

“Trong anh 8y thé nao?”

“Cha... trong ra't phan khich.”

Co ti€ng thét.

Tiéng thét ter bén ngoai vong vao, lién doé l1a ti€ng ngwoi rovi danh thinh
xudng mat dwong. Karan bat ddy, lao ra ctra. Ba nhin qua manh. Dw&i dnh
den dwong, vai nguoi dan 6ng dang ng'oi thup trén dwong, con ¢é mdt phu
nt miim mim dang 6m 18y mdt clu trai. Karan bi€t ho. Ngwoi phu nir 1a
Koka, chit mot quan rworu. Cu trai ba dang 6m hinh nhw 1a con thir hai cta
ba. C4u ta rd't giong me, tinh tinh c&i md&, phu viéc trong quin rwou cua
me. Thinh thoang ciu ta c¢6 ghé tiém ctia Karan. Chi m&i vai hém trudc
thoi, ciu ta d&n, cwdi bao ring “Me chéu thich dn 14m” r6i mua hét may &
banh mi bo trén quay. Karan khong bi€t tén cau ta la gi, nhung ba nghe
ban be ciu goi cau la “Appa t6t bung”.

Mot bén mit Appa toan mau, hai mat nhim nghién, dwa vio nguwdi me.
Cau nim ba't dong, c6 vé nhw khong con thé nira. Karan voi va phong ra
dwong, “Chi Koka, ¢6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Oi, Karan oi! Con trai toi... con trai toi bj bin roi.”

“Ai da lam the&?”

Mot trong nhitng ngudi dan dng & dé gio' ndm da'm 1én, “La quan doi.
Quan doi x4 sing vao chung t6i.”

Karan thd’y nhw sét danh ngang tai. Ba twdng nhw minh da nga lan ra



phd”. Nhung thyc t&, ba dang siét chit ndm tay, don sitc xudng chan d&
ding virng.

Qua nhién. Qua nhién la vay.

“Quan doi? Anh dang néi gi vay? O NO.6 1am sao ¢ quan doi dugce!”
Koka gao 1én trong nwdc mat.

“Lwc lwgng 1€ ra khong ¢6 nhung lai so so’ ra dd’y thoi! Bon ching
khong mac dong phuc cta Cuc Tri an ma duore trang bi vil trang. R6i... roi
bon chiing... bon chiing xa sing vao ching toi.”

“Do1da! Anh noéi ro rang hon di. Cac anh da dén Toa thi chinh a?”

“Pung vay. C6 mot loi kéu goi dwge phat tan trén mang. Cho nén ching
toi dén do...”

“Mot lovi kéu goi...”

“Lién quan t&i cdn bénh qudi la ddng sor 14y lan géan ddy. Cw dan Ian
lrgt bd mang, nhung chinh quyén van binh chin nhw vai. Hon ntra, thi
tredng va bon quan chirc ca’p cao gitr rit vic xin chira tri cho minh, mic ké
dan den chiing ta, lam sao chiing ta chap nhan dwoc? Thé nén moi nguoi
méi tu tdp & Giot Tring. Nguoi dong nhw kién, hinh nhw cw dan khip noi
trong thanh phd” déu hwdng trng 101 kéu goi. C6 ca nguwoi & Kronos nira.
Moi nguoi cung nhau téi Giot Trang d€ gap thi tredng. Loi kéu goi trén
mang néi ching ta phai tir bio vé tinh mang ctia minh, phai 18y dwoc vic
xin. Khong, khong chi c6 the’...”

Anh ta nghen ngdo, lai vung vy ndm da'm.

“Ching ta da ludn bi ngwoc dai, khong phai sao? Diéu kién sdng cia
ching ta chealng bang mot nia, khong, chealng bang mot phan mudi so véi

cw dan & Kronos. RO rang déu 1a cong dan ma ching ta lai bi d6i xw tan té.



Vo6n di ching ta cheamg lam dwoc gi, chi danh nhin nhin s6ng qua ngay.
Nhung t6i khong nhin dege nira! Can bénh qudi 4c dé 1ay lan nhanh kinh
khing ma bon ching chfmg lam gi hét, con dinh virt bd chiing ta nira. That
tan bao!”

Mot ngwoi dan 6ng khic ding diy. Mdu th&m qua manh vai quan
quanh tran anh ta.”DPing vdy! Bon ching xem chiing ta la th gi chir!?”

“Cac anh k€ rd tinh hinh cho t6i biét tredec da. Moi ngwoi da tu tip &
Giot Trang, rat ddng nguwoi, sau d6 thi quan doi xua't hién, ding khéng?”

“Piing vay. That dang so! C6 ca xe boc thép nira! Mot céi xe hinh thu ki
cuc, mau vang kim sdm, chic 1 xe boc thép roi. Tuy I4n d4u trong thay
thtt d6, nhung tdi chic chin 1a xe boc thép! Mdt t&p linh vii trang dan hang
ngang trudc xe, chin tredc mit ching t6i, 13p di 1dp lai, ‘Canh cdo! Lap
tiec gidi tan!””

N&i s¢’ 4nh 1&n trong mét anh ta.

“Du vy, ddm dong van khong gidi tdn. Di mot s& ngwoi bd chay nhung
phan dong van ho hao tié€n 1én. Ching tdi khong ngor... s€ bi tdn cong. Moi
ngwoi déu la cong dan, khdng chi dan Lost Town ma con cac khu khac, cé
dan Kronos ntra. Cu dan Kronos chéng phai toan nhén tai v&i ngwoi nha
ctia ho sao? Khong th€ tin noi chinh quyén thanh phd’ lai st dung vii lwc
v&i cong dan.”

“Nhung chinh quyén da lam vay.”

Xa sung vao cw dan, khong chiit do duy.

Ché& ngy nhirng ké bat man.

Tring phat nhirng ké phan khang. NO.6 da phoi bay ban chi't cia nd,

16t bd 1&p mat na dep d€ truede kia.



Noi loan thi phdi chét.

Chong do1 sé bi dan ap.

“Lic bi bén vao dau, Appa dirng ngay bén canh t0i... tham chi ching
kip kéu ti€ng nao da nga lan ra roi. Ai ndy déu hoang loan, tranh nhau
chay tron... Khiing khiép 1&m. Ching t6i thay phién nhau céng Appa, hoi
ha thao chay. Hoan h'on lai thi da & day r6i.”

Koka ngtra mét kéu khoéc, “Troi o1, co’ th€ con t6i dang lanh dan! Tai
sao? Tai sao lai xay ra chuyén nay chx? Con t6i!”

Tiéng khéc than cia mét ngwoi me chim vao dém den.

“Nay! C6 vé nhr moi nguoi lai tu tp trede Giot Trang nira kia.”

Mot ngwdi dan dng dang nhin chim chim man hinh mdy tinh xdch tay
bdng cao giong hod hodn. TA't cd moi ngwoi, trir Koka, quay lai nhin ga.

“C6 vé an nay s& nguoi da dong gap doi, khong, gdp ba vwa roi. Tat
cd déu 1a vi vic xin. Pong ngudi the nay thi Cuc Tri an hay quin ddi cling
danh bé tay thdi. Ching dau the gi€t sach cw dan dwgc. Trén mang dang
kéu goi moi ngwoi hdy nhanh chéng téi Giot Triang d€ dam phan vdi thi
tredng.”

“Moi nguoi thyce su... dang tu tip sao?”

“Ping vdy. Moi nguwoi lai tu tdp & Giot Trang r6i. Lan nay nha't dinh
phai 16i cho dwoce thi tredng ra. Pay la co hdi dau tién va ciing l1a cudi
clung chia ching ta, s€ khong con co’ hoi thir hai nira.”

Giong gi v ciing phan khich. Mt d4n vao man hinh may tinh.

“bung vay, day 1a co’ héi duy nhat.”

“Cung dén do6 an ntra nao. Chung ta khong thé d€ Appa ra di vo nghia

nhw thé” dwoc. Néu bd cudc thi Appa da chét vi céi gi ch?”



“Khong chi Appa, cd anh em ho va me tdi cling ma't mang vi can bénh
d6. Ching ta khong th€ @€ nhirng ngwoi da khuat hi sinh vé ich dwgrc.”

“Em gai t61 cling ch€t roi. N6 ra di rat chong vanh. T61 da oan han biet
nhwdng ndo. N&u nhu ¢6 vic xin, n&u chinh quyén thanh phd” chju nhiic
nhich, em t61 s€ khong chét.”

“Pung vay, di thoi.”

“bi thoi!”

Nhém dan 6ng nhat loat ding ddy, nhin nhau r'6i di mat dang. Chi con
nguwoi phu nir va ciu thanh nién da khuat & lai.

“Con trai t6i chét r'oi. Thang bé b lai tdi, ra di mot minh r'oi.”

Koka ti€p tuc than khéc. Gigng ndi cia ba lwdt qua mét da't roi treon
1&€n chan cua Karan.

Qua nhién 1a vdy. Qua nhién da c6 ngwoi chét. R'6i sé con nhiéu nguoi
hon ntra phai hi sinh.

“Chj Karan...” Sau Iwng vang 1én ti€ng goi run run cua Renka. “Xay ra
chuyén gi thé nay? Loi kéu goi trén mang... 1€ nao 1a do anh Yoming lan
truyén?”

Karan quay lai, nim 14y vai Renka, “LAm th& nao d¢ lién lac véi
Yoming? C6 céach gi khong?”

Renka lic dau, “Khong a. Em khong thé lién lac v&i anh Ay qua dién
thoai 1An email, hinh nhw anh &y ¢& tinh ct dirt lién lac v&i chung ta.”

“Vay...”

“Me oi1? Di 01?7

Lily trd tay vé phia dau dwong. Nguoi tda ra twe ta't ca cac khu phd, tao

thanh dam dong den kit.



“Dé&n Toa thi chinh, d&n Giot Trang.”

“Chiing ta phai 18y bing dwoc vic xin.”

“Khong thé d€ bon ho bé mac ching ta dwoce.”

“Khong sai! Ho coi chiing ta 1a gi ch@?”

“Pi nao, moi ngwoi. Chiing ta phai doan két lai.”

Ti€ng la hét, ti€ng budc chan hoa quyén vao nhau, hda thanh ti€ng gam
gian du.

Ngudn strc manh &y an chira & dau trong thanh phd’ nay?

Tai sao cw dan lai ngoan ngoan phuc tung va ngdy tho’ nhw vay?

Yoming tirng gidn dit, khinh khinh néi rang, dan NO.6 tham chi khong
¢6 ndi strc manh d€ nghi ngd.Ho quen véi viée chang nghi gi hét, chi lya
chon dwong dé di nhat.

Thé& nhung, gio' ddy ngon Iira phin nd cua cac cw dan lai dang bdc cao,
da sdp cham ngudng bung nd. Hoa ra bén trong ho 14 mdt ngudn stcc manh
to 16n nhuong vdy. Nhitng ngudi dan ndy von ching nung na'u bat binh,
ba't an, hay bt man gi v&i NO.6, nhung tan sdu trong 10ng ho van ¢6 mot
x0dy nuwdc &p 0 stc manh ndy. Th phai ngll yén & noi sdu tham lai sip
stra bung phat nhi mot phép mau.

C6 thé the giGi s& thure sy thay d6i. C6 th€ 14m... Nhung khong nén theo
cach nay. Khong nén la mot phép mau nhudm day mau twoi va dau kho.

Yoming du dodn NO.6 sip sup do, va dang kéu goi hlty diét thanh pho’
Théanh. Nhung lai khéng da dong gi t&i viée tai ki€n thi€t. Sau khi NO.6 bi
hay diét, trén manh dat nay sé la cdi gi, ching ta phai xay dgng mot the’
gioi ra sao. Yoming hoan toan phot 1o,

Karan 4p tay 1€n nguec, trdi tim ba dang dap don dap.



Giwra ti€ng ho reo ciia dam dong, ti€ng khéc than ctia Koka nhw vo ra
thanh tirng manh, ching lot t&i tai ai.

“Renka, hai me con vao trong tiém di. Pong chat cira lai. Em voi Lily
clr & gian sau, tuyét doi dung ra ngoai.”

“Con di thi sao?”

Karan khom xu6ng néi v&i Lily, “Di phai dwa bac Koka vé nha. Di sé
vé nhanh thdi. Con hiy chim séc me khi di di ving nhé?”

“Vang a!”

Karan hon ma Lily va nhim mét lai mot ldc. Trong dau ba hién ra nu
cwoi cia Shion. Ba hit mot hoi sdu, dwa hwong dém vao tdm kham.

R0i m& mat.



4
Giira gio dém

Nghin nam sdu muon da troi qua, Ophelia nang hoi. Bong ma nang
diém trang nwoc song huyén. Nghin nam qua nang hdy con dién dai. Giri
khiic di an theo gio dém xa mdi.

— Ophelia, Arthur Rimbaud

Nezumi ngd xudng vo cung cham rai, hét nhe mot cinh phim quay
cham.

Mot canh phim den tring va cii ki.

Nezumi ngd vao ngwoi Shion. Cdu dén 187y sirc ndng va than nhiét cua
n6. Trong khodnh khéc d6, canh phim den tring bdng khoi phuc lai mau
sic song dong.

Toan bo strc nang co the€ cia Nezumi de hét 1én d6i tay Shion. Mui mau
tanh x0c vao miii cau.

Nezumi...

Shion khong thd't nén loi. Cau khong hi€u chuyén gi vira xay ra. Hoan
toan khong hi€u. Chuyén gi vay? Sao th& nay? Mot tén linh dang chia sing
vao Shion va Nezumi. Sting tredng. Ludi 18 dau sing sdng quic. Tén linh
the lwoi li€m moi.

Lai thém mot t6p ti nhan ntra d6 x6 xudng cau thang, chen vao gitra

Shion va tén linh. Mot ga d6 con dau troc kéu lén mdt ti€ng, ro61i 6m nguec,



loang choang chuc nga.

“Khon ki€p! May dam no sung...” Ga d6 con budc thém hai, ba bwdrc,
bdng gao 1én, “Khon kiép!”

Ga lao vao tén linh. Ping ldc d6, modt vy nd bung 1én. Khoéi va Itra boc
ra ti phong diéu khi€n gan cau thang. Do chdn déng cia vu nd, tén linh bj
hit viing vao twong. Chi chdc 14t, khéi tring da ngap hanh lang, van vit roi
trrdn 1én cAu thang nhur mot con rén.

Shion diu Nezumi chay vé phia cudi hanh lang. Theo hwdng khoéi lan
thi nén chay xudng cau thang, nhwng cudi hanh lang c¢6 phong quan 1y vé
sinh.

Theo so' d6 cdu tao, trong phong quan ly vé sinh c6 mot phong y t&
nhd. Shion diu Nezumi bwdc qua canh cira m@ toang, vao phong quan ly
vé sinh r'oi dong chit ctra lai, ngan khéi tran vao phong.

Shion lao dao. Co the’ Nezumi gan nhw tregt khai tay cau. Cau mudn
do’ nd, nhung lai loang choang va nga luén. Cau chong voi tay xudng san.
Va thdy da'u tay mdu in ra. Ngoén tay cdu nhudm day mau.

Mau cua Nezumi.

“Nezumi!” Shion kéu 1én. Ti€ng goi nhw muén xé toac cO hong.
“Nezumi, cau c6 nghe t61 né1 gi khong? Nezumi!”

Mit vin nham nghién, Nezumi khong d4p lai 10 ndo. Mdu lan ra tir vai,
nhudm do ca nguc, chdy xudng tay va nhd giot twr cac ddu ngon tay.

“Oi... sao... sao lai th& nay...”

Khéng dwoe hodng loan. Phai trdn tinh. Phai binh tinh hoan thanh viéc
can lam.

Minh biét. Minh biét chit. Nhuwng minh khong ct dong ndi. Tam tri va



thé xac déu ctrng do’ ca roi.

“Nezumi, Nezumi. LAm on mé mét ra di.” Shion nghién ring.

D6 ngdc! Ciu nghe thdy ai d6 ming nhiéc minh. D6 dai ngdc hét
thud'c chira! 6 vo tich sy chi bi€t néi sudng! Ngu xuan va hén nhat!

Inukashi? La cau day a?

Cau khong bao vé n6i nguoi quan trong clia minh hay sao? Khong thi
ctru chtra gi hét, chi biét khéc thoi a? Néu thé thi cdu & bén Nezumi bay
lau nay 1a @€ lam gi? Cho t&i tin bay gior, cAu van chi 13 tén nhan tai ngiy
tho & NO.6 thdi sao? Shion ch:flng 16 d6 la giong Inukashi hay cta chinh
minh nita. Chi biét né dang gay gt chi trich cau.

Shion, ciu chic chit? Ma't Nezumi cling chaalng sao a? Cau co chiu duorc
ndi dau khi ma't n6 khong?

Shion hit mdt hot that sdu. Mui mau tanh tran ngdp ['ong nguc ciu.

Shion ghé sat tai vao mdi Nezumi, ki€ém tra hoi the, 1ai dédt ngoén tay 1én
cO tay n6 d€’ki€m tra mach dap. Pau ngon tay cadu cam nhan dwoe nhip dap
y&u ot, nhw the' sé dung lai ba't ¢ 1dc nao.

Shion ding diy, quan st can phong. Bang d6ng h'd & gitra phong xet
Itta va bd'c khéi nhe. Pang sau bang dong h'd 14 mot cdi ti cé ctra kinh.
Ctra kinh d3 v& nat, may chai nhya ndm lin 16c trén san. Vai chai bi bung
nip hoic than chai thiing v&, khign thit chira bén trong dd ra ngoai. Shion
dén gan dong chai nhya, khong ngi thd'y mui gi la. Trén modi chai déu dén
nhan viét tén tung loai thud’c. Gid nhw binh thwong, nhin thay nét chir viét
tay tron tria nay, Shion s€ mim cwoi. O moOt nol vOo nhan dao nhw Trai Cai
tao lai ¢6 ngwoi dung nhan thudc viét tay chir khong dung nhan danh may

san, nghi t&i thoi da tha’y hai hudce roi.



Nhung biy gir cdu chang c6 thdi gian dau d& cudi.

Shion nhanh chéng ki€m tra tirng nhan thudc mdt, cd nén con kich
dong, lién tuc 1dp di lap lai cau than chu “Hay binh tinh”.

Thu6c sat trung, thudc ¢cAm mau, thuéc giam dau, nwdc ci't, Ong tiém,
panh cam mau, gac cudn, bong bang... Trong goc ti con cdé mot cay den
pin dung khi khan c&p. Qua nhién noi nay c6 du céc loai thudc va vat dung
y t& co’ ban.

V&i nhirng thr nay c6 th€ ti€n hanh so’ ciru khong? Néu la vét thwong
nhe thi khong thanh van d€, nhung li€u minh ¢6 the€ xi& 1y mot vét thwong
da khi€n nan nhan ngat lim va ma't mau nghiém trong khong?

H#au hét kién thiec y hoc ctia Shion déu dén tw sach v, cdu khong hé
c6 kinh nghiém thyc hanh. Hon ntra trong hoan canh hién thoi, lam sao d€
ti€n hanh so’ ctru chuan xac? Lam dwgee khong? Shion ¢é cam twdng ludi
1€ ban nay dang ddm xuyén hong minh.

C6 lam duoc khong?

Minh phai lam. Khong con thoi gian d€ chidn chw nivra. Gior khong phai
12 liic lo tredc nghi sau. Minh khong the d€ ma't Nezumi mot cach dé dang
nhu vay duoc. Tuyét doi khong duorc.

“Nezumi, cu nghe thd’y t6i néi ch? C4u nha't dinh nghe thdy, ding
khong?”

Durt khodt 1a ciu nghe thdy. Bat k€ khi nao, du xdy ra chuyén gi, cu
ludn nghe tha’y, thi'u hi€u, ndm bét 151 tdi néi, va roi ddp lai. Ciu ludn vé
bén t6i. L'An nay, chinh t6i s€ gianh lai ciu. Toi s&é dung chinh strc minh
gianh lai cau.

“Nezumi!”



Shion xé 40 Nezumi ra. Vién dan xuyén tw dwdi ba vai trdi 1én t&i nguc
trén. Chi can léch th€m chit ntra, cé 1€ da tring tim va Nezumi s€ chét
ngay tai chd.

Cau phai song. Nhit dinh phai song. Ong tréi da cho toi chiit co hoi
ctru sdng céu, tdi sé khong lang phi dau.

Trwde tién phdi cAm mdu da. Uu tién hang d4u lic ndy 12 ¢Am mau. Sau
d6 dwa Nezumi t&i mot noi ¢6 ddy da diéu kién chwra tri. Phéi tranh tha
tng gidy mot. Shion chi lam dwoc ba’y nhiéu thoi.

Céu cam den pin roi vao miéng v€t thwong cia Nezumi, roi nho thudc
sat trung, d€ thudc lan tir trong ra ngoai. Poan, ciu cing méit kiém tra vét
thwong. Pong mach chwa dat lia. Shion d& manh vao xwong don cha
Nezumi d€ ngian mau chdy. Cac dau ngdn tay cau run lay bay.

Binh tinh, binh tinh, binh tinh. Minh phai binh tinh. Gat hét nhirng cam
xuc khéc di, chi tap trung vao v€t thwong cia Nezumi thoi.

Shion gitt d6ng mach bang panh, dit gac va bdng gon 1én miéng vét
theong, dung bang quan chat lai.

Pay 1a bién phdp so’ cru duy nhd't minh c6 the’ lam. M6 héi va ra, chay
dai trén mat, len vao miéng, d¢€ lai vi mén trén dau lwei. Nhw thé nay s€
cam cy dwoc bao lau?

Ba tiéng... khong, v&i lwong mau da mat cd 1€ chi hai ti€éng dong h'6
thoi. Néu Nezumi khong dwgc clru chira ding cdch trong vong hai ti€ng
nwra, né sé khong qua khoi.

Thoi gian gidi han 1a 120 phuit.

“U'...” Nezumi khé rén ri. Mi mét hoi hé ra.

“Nezumi! C6 nghe t61 n6i khong? Nezumi!”



“... Shion...”

“Rang chiu dwng mot chit nwra thoi. Téi dwa cidu dé€n bénh vién ngay
day. C& géng tinh tdo nhé.” Shion d'dn h&t moi sirc lyc vao 1o néi.

“... Shion... t6i khong the... cir dong dworc...”

“Khong sao. T6i diu ciu di.”

Toi & day. Toi dang & bén cdu, vi vay cdu s€ On thoi.

Mbt tay Shion kéo tay Nezumi quang qua cd minh, tay kia ghi chiit thit
leng nd, ca hai I€t ra hanh lang.

Khéi 1am mét Shion cay sé¢. C4u ho st su, ¢d hong dau rat, khi quan nhw
tac nghén. Shion khong c6 kinh nghiém thodt than ldc nguy cap, nhung ciu
da hoc dwore tr Nezumi quyé€t tdm sdng sot.

Shion cui thdp ngwoi, diu Nezumi di vé phia cau thang. Hoi ndng va
khéi @ bao trum khdp cau thang. Pi 161 ndy vo cling mao hi€m, nhung ciu
ching con thdi gian phan tich xem c6 187 thodt nao khac khong. N&u ¢
chian chw & day, chglng ma’y chd’c ca hai s€ chét ngat trong bi€n khoi.

Lam sao day? Minh nén lam gi day?

Sw binh tinh ctia Shion sip stra bj khéi va con néng rudt nudt ching.

Khong dwgrc hoang loan. Dirt khoat khong dwgrc hoang loan. Nhat dinh
s€ co cdch thoi.

“Shion...” Nezumi khé ctr dong, “Thodt ra... bing... mang d& ric...”

Giong Nezumi dirt quang tng hoi. Shion bi€t Nezumi dang cd strc gitr
tinh tdo. N6 biét thira né€u ngé't di lic nay, s€ kho 1ong tinh lai nira.

Méng d6 rac. Ping r6i, c6 the thodt bang dwong do.

O khu tang thap, tAm tAng mot d&n tAng ba, mang d& ric duwoc 1§p dit

gitra hanh lang mdi tAng. Hinh nhw khong chi rac sinh hoat thwong nhat,



ma ngay cd may méc ¢o nhod cling bi virt vao da’y, vi vy mang kha rong.
Khi biét dwore diéu nay, Shion ting nghi t&i chuyén thAm nhdp vao Trai
qua cai mang. Th& nhwng cu 14p tirc loai y twdng d6 ra khdi dau, bdi tréo
1én cdi mang gin nhw dyng ding, khong c¢6 chd bam viu 1a diéu ba't kha
thi. Hon ntra, n€u c6 vat th€ la xua't hién & miéng mang, chuéng bao dong
s€ vang 1én. L&7 d6 khong the vao.

Nhwng c6 the'ra.

Hai ngay tredc cudc san nguoi, Shion va Nezumi tirng ban vEé viéc nay.

Ngay dién ra cudc sin nguoi la mot ngay lanh 180, gié rét cdm cim,
nhwng hai ngdy trede d6 lai ngap tran ning dep. BAu tréri West Block trong
vit, xanh ngit, 4nh mit troi Am 4p roi chiu khip noi, ¢t nhw khong phai
dang mua déng. Moi ngwoi chdm rai dao che, nhw dang hwdng thu tiét troi
dep hi€m c6. Nhitng nguwr¢i dn xin gia nua va 1ii tré déi khat van nhan nhan
trén dwong, nhung bd dang thw thdi hon. Céc chi cira hang moi ngay van
day nghién, xua dudi ho, hdm nay ciing nheo mét nhin ning, nét mit dé
chiu hin ra. Tuy vin khong bd’ thi, nhung ho d€ mic ddm &n xin ldng vang
tredre tiém, mién 13 hang trong tiém khong ma't mat gi. Mot vai 6ng ba chil
con dua cot voi nhirng nguoi an xin quen mat.

Trong nhirng ngwoi & chgr hdom 2y, ¢6 bao nhiéu ngwei doan dwoe noi
ho dang dirng hai ngay sau sé bi€n thanh dia nguc tran gian? Lai c6 bao
nhiéu nguwoi thoat khdi dia nguc mang tén san nguoi ay? Bira an cda
Nezumi va Shion hom dé 1a banh mi ctrng ngdm nwée sbi. Co 1€ 1a nho’ nu
cwoi ciia Nezumi nén cd chi tiém banh mi tang kém phd mai, con 1a loai
pho mai hang nha't khong bi mdc.

Trong can phong chd't ddy sach chi cé giong ndi cla hai ngwoi ho. Con



gi6 bac gao thét dém dém ciing ling tit. Phai ching gié da dirng thdi trong
ldc hai nguoi tro chuyén? Hay do Shion qua nhap tdm, ngoai giong ndi cua
Nezumi ra thi chealng con nghe thdy am thanh nao khac?

“Shion, c6 the’ mang do rac s€ 1a 161 thoat cta chiing ta. Cau thdy sao?”
Nezumi vira hdi vira xoay c6¢ nwd’c ndng trong tay.

“Méng dd réc w? Phai roi, né giong nhre mot con duong din thing tir
fang ba xudng di€m hen dwdi tAng hdm vay.”

“U’. Theo so' &' ciu tao, ngoai mi¢ng mang ra thi toan by mang trwot
khong 14p dit bat cr hé thong ra sodt va triét tiéu di vat ndo cd. Kha kha,
xem ra NO.6 khong chd y t&i nhitng chd lién quan t&i rac thai.”

“Cau no6i ding. Hon ntra, mang trwot nay to hon mang théng thwong
nhiéu, hai chiing ta chic chén chui lot.”

“Phai. May ma ca hai déu gon nguwoi, chit nhw 1ao Rikiga ¢6 khi tr6i
ntra chirng 1ién méc ket, 1én khong dworc xudng khdng xong, giong hét mot
mo rac ngoai co vay.”

“Cau doc mOom doc mi€ng qua da'y.”

“Cau qua khen. T6i chi n6i sy that thoi. Cau c¢6 twdng twgng noi canh
ong chu nat rroru nha ta tregt bang bang trén mang tregt khong?”

“U. cau no6i dung.”

Nh¢ t&i chd Rikiga voi cdi bung bia ngay cang to, Shion suyt nira bat
croi. Cau nudt nwdc bot, ngdm chit miéng minh lai. Chuyén Nezumi dang
ndi t&i khdng phai viéc c6 the cwoi hi hi ha ha.

Liéu mang do chat thai cé thich hop d€' lam 167 thoat khong?

Shion suy nghi mot lic 1au roi méi néi, “Thi that tdi khdng rd cé kha

thi hay khong, nhung vé mat ly thuy€t thi c6 kha nang sé trét lot.”



Nezumi ddt chi€c cdc xudng, nga leng vao ghe€’, “Cé kha nang?”

“U.”

“C6 khéd ndng a...”

Nezumi bét tréo chan va nhim mait. Shion cling dwra vao ké sdch, tay 6m
18y mo6t bén dau gdi. Lic nay Shion mdi d€ y dén ti€ng gid, nghe nhw
ti€ng khdc thit thit khan dac cia mot ba cu.

Trong can phong sang 1o mo, gwong mat nhin nghiéng cua Nezumi,
tiéng gié trdm duc... Shion chot thdy dwong nhe minh dang thwdng thire
mdt canh trong v& kich nao doé.

Shion dang ng'o6i trén ghé khan gid, ddm chim trong khung canh 16 mo
ctia v& kich khong loi. Théa man, bi ai cing mdt cam xuc khong tén gén
gibng v&i so hdi dan xen nhau, ngdp tran trong trdi tim Shion.

Gi4 khoanh khéc nay kéo dai mii mii...

Gi4 thoi gian ngtng trdi, toan bd the gidi cia minh thu bé lai bing
nhirng thir noi day...

Shion bat gidc wdc thidm nhw the'.

Doi ngwoi déu 1a nhirng cédi bong biét di, 1a con hat bi ai.

Khong hi€u vi sao, Shion lai nho t&i 1o thoai trong Macbheth.

T4t di, tat ngdm di, h&i nhitng ngon 1tra clia thdng nim voi va.

Poi ngwoi déu la nhirng cdi béng biét di, 1a con hat bi ai.

Nezumi mé mét, nhin sang Shion, “Gi vay?”

“Ha? Khong, khong ¢6 gi dau...”

Shion nhich di mdt chit d€ tranh cdi dén. Cau khong mudn Nezumi

trong tha’y hai ma minh &ng h'ong.



“Shion, cau c6 bi€t toi dang nghi gi khong?”

“Cau 47 U thi... chic 1a Ve cdi mang do rac?

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6? To6i khong phién ndo mai vi chd dd rac du.
Hon ntra van @€ dworc gidi quy€t roi ma. ‘Co kha nang’ tikee 1a dang d€ thit,
khong phaéi sao?”

“Phai.”

Bat k&' 1a ly thuyét sach v& hay la suy doan, chi can “c6 kha nang” thi
phéi ghi nhé hét vao déu.

Nezumi mudn noéi theé dady.

Shion chdm cham gat dau, td y minh da nghe va thau hiéu.

“Nhuwng néi that thi téi vAn mudn dwoc dwa tién long trong & ctra chinh
cor, nhung ddy han 1a mo’ wéc vién vong khong bao gir thanh hién thue.”

“Ta't nhién r'6i. Pirng mong cho gi vao mot cudc ti€p don n'dng hiu. C6
di€u, cau khong nghi vé cai mang thi dang nghi veé cai gi? Suy tinh mot 161
thoat khac a?”

Nezumi d3i chan bét tréo, thd dai, ra vé 0 rii, “Tdi dang nghi vé d'6 dn.”

“Ha?”

“P6 an. P-6-d-n. Téi dang nghi néu dwgc cho phép dn ba't ci* mén nao
minh thich thi to1 s€ chon gi.”

“... Cau thyc dung nhi?”

“P0 dn quan trong ma. D61 véi con ngwoi, ddi lic mot mau banh mi do
chu tiém banh b6 thi con ¢6 y nghia hon tri€t 1y do nha hién tri€t nao dé
dwa ra. Dy la ban chat cda con ngwoi. Tom lai, t6i d6i d&€n mirc cam thay
cai bung minh that thé tham, du c6 leo 1€n giwong cling chfmg th€ ngl noi.”

“CAu in rdi ma. An tan hai 6 co.”



“Banh mi vira clirng vira khé ngdm nwde s6i va mdt mau phd mai, cha
bd dinh rang.”

“Pwng tham lam thé& cht. Nho' on ¢d chu ching ta m&i ¢6 phd mai
ngon d€ an. Mot bira tdi ra tro con gi.”

“N€u céu té ra than thi€n hon mot chut thi cé khi chiing ta s€ dwoee tang
thém hop thit ctru hodc mot binh stra twoi. Ti€c that.”

“T6i 4? Lién quan gi dé&n t6i chir?”

“Cau néi sao? Lién quan mat thiét 1a ding khic. Cau khong tha’y 4 chli
tiém ctr dd 16ng nheo v&i cdu sudt a? Toi twdng ciu ¢d'y lor 4, héa ra la cau
khong nhan ra?”

“T6i khong bi€t.”

Nezumi c& ¥ nhan nho that phé treong, 18c d4u néi, “Shion, ciu nén rén
luyén thém mot chit. Ren luyén viéc ‘bt séng’ phu ntr thiat nhiéu vao, chir
ctr thé nay thi gay day.”

“Sao lai gay?”

“Gay d&n murc khong th€ dién dat thanh 16 ludn 4, chi it thi t6i khong
n6i noi ludn. Troi a! Nhung ma gay that, toi nghi t&i thoi da thdy sén gai
oc roi.”

“Cau dang n6i cai gi th& ha? Cau khié€n t6i to mo roi da’y. Ki€u nay thi
t6i s& mé& mat thao 140, khong ngd ndi cho ma xem, chflng thua gi cai bung
doi cia cau ca.”

Nezumi pha ra cwoi ha ha, ra't khac véi thwong ngay. Ti€ng cwoi vui vé
va thoai mai tha'm dan vao tim Shion.

“Nezumi nay.”

“Sao?”



“Cau doc t61 nghe Macbeth duwgc khong?”

“Macbeth a? Poan nao?”

“Man 5 canh 5, doan thoai sau khi Macbeth nhin dwoc tin vo chét.”

“Tai sao la1 1a Macbeth?”

“Toi cling khong biét vi sao, chi 1a bdng dung t6i mudn nghe ciu doc
Macbeth thoi. buegc khong?”

“Puoc.”

Hamlet va Tsukiyo treo 1€n vai Shion. Nezumi ngoi thé)ing nguwoi lai,
mdi bat du ngdm nga.

Ngir khi tram ldng bi ai cta vién twdng vang 1én, bdo hiéu két cuc diét
vong vi da tAm cta ban thin clung tinh yéu voi vo.

“Ngay mai, ngay mai, roi lai ngady mai. Thoi gian c trdi di, cho dén
khi phit gidy cudi cung cia cudc doi dwoe chép lai. Nhirng ngay goi la
‘h6m qua’ &y, chi 1a ngon dén roi dwong tran thé’, dwa ching sinh t&i cai
chét. Tét di, tt ngdm di, h&i nhitng ngon Itk ctia thang nim vdi va. Doi
nguwoi déu la nhirng cdi bong biét di, 1a con hat bi ai.”

Shion va hai con chudt nhit nin thé 1ing nghe. Lita dén chdp chon,
béng chao ddo, giong ndi va bieu cam ctia Nezumi déu nhudém mau bong
t6i. Shion tham chi cam thdy h'é6n minh thoat xac, dwgrc dwa dén noi cao.
Thoét ly trong khodnh khic, thda man suSt vinh hing. Nhing phit gidy
ciu vira trai qua n6ng dwom va dep d€ bié€t bao.

Hai ngay treedre khi dién ra cudc sdn nguwoti, trong cin phong d6 da dién
ra mot khung canh 4n twong nhdt trong mwoi may nadm cudc doi cha
Shion. Chi mé&i ddy théi ma sao ctt nhw da 1au 14m roi.

Nwoc mat trao ra.



Vi khéi chir khong phai vi nhirng hoai niém than thwong khién cdu mui
long.

Chit chit, chit chit, chit chit.

Tsukiyo nhay phdc xudng san, kéu chit chit lién h'6i. TA'm 4o choang
siéu s¢i roi xudng, Shion cdi xuéng nhat 1én. Nezumi khoéng con chit sirc
lyc nao, trong Iwong co’ thé deé hét 1én vai Shion.

“Nezumi, gdng ¢am cy nhé. Tinh tdo ndo.”

“... Thoat khoi day... mau Ién...”

“T6i biét chit. Toi dau dinh nghi chan & diy. Nezumi, chiing ta sip dén
noi roi, ging thém chit nira thoi.”

“Shion... hai ngwoi... khong thodt... nGi dau...”

“Ha? Cau no6i gi vay?”

“Chay di... chi minh cau thoéi... chay di.”

“P6 ngdc! Cau dung c6 dua!”

Lira gian bung ddy. Gidn Nezumi, gidn dén mirc twdng chung mai téc
tring ctia cdu dung hét cd 1én. Ludng khi néng khong chi tran vao tir bén
ngoai, ma con boc ra tr ndi tim Shion.

Béo t6i bd mic cdu? Bdao t6i hay chay tr6n mdt minh? Pung c¢6 dua!
Pung ¢6 dua! Khong ngo cu lai si nhyc t6i nhw thé. Ciu coi thwong toi
d&n mwrc d6 sao? Téi khdong y&u dudi dé€n mirc bd mac ciu ty tim dwong
sdng. Bao vé ciu va ban than minh, t6i thwra stiec lam dworc.

“Pung cé coi thweong tdi! Chét tiét!” Con gidn hda thanh sirc manh day
Shion tié€p tuc ti€n bwdrc.

Shion d6n strc vao cdnh tay, cing mét ra nhin phia tredc. Chd nay da

chang con bong nguwoi nao, chi ¢é con gié nhe thodng qua. Lira bat dau



bén 1én tran nha. C6 1& c6 vai loai héa chat bat Itka nén phét ra ti€ng nd
nho, Iién d6 1a mot mui gay mdi.

“Tsukiyo, qua day.”

Tsukiyo chui tot vao tdi Shion. N6 tho dau ra, rd rit lién h'6i. Shion cam
tha’y ti€ng kéu clia Tsukiyo nhw 1&i din dit ctia hoa tiéu, lién tuc khich 1&
ciu. Sinh vat nhd bé nay dang phai chiu dwng cdi néng hwng huyc, rd rit
trng con, cho nén cdu phai nhanh chéng roi khoi diy, vi ca Tsukiyo ntra.

Shion ba't cho't v chén, suyt thi ngd ngira. G ti nhan d6 con nim sip
trén san, mit Gp vao viing mdu, di tit thd tr 1au. Shion budc qua xic gi,
ti€p tuc ti€n bworc.

Cau thang & ddy, tirc 12 mang d6 rdc nim &... Shion hdi twdng so' &6
c&u tao ma ciu da khic sdu vao tAm tri. Sau khi luc loi ki @&c, cAu nhé ra
mang dd rdc nam trong géc hanh lang, noi dang bdc khéi mi mit.

Shion dung dau ngoén tay nhan Tsukiyo tré vao tdi.

“Nezumi.”

Chung ta di nao.

Shion nin th, lao vao dam khéi. Cau khdng con thoi gian, cling chgng
c6 cach gi d& xdc dinh miéng mang chinh xdc nam & diu. Hanh lang phl
day khoi, tAm nhin gan nhw bang khong. Chan chir chit thoi 1a tAt ca chét
ngat.

Phai tin vao ban than! N&u mudn dwa ddm, hdy dwa vao chinh minh!

Shion khyng lai.

Cau da thd'y miéng mang d5 rac. Mot tén linh dang nim chin miéng
méng. Chan hin thdng trén san, mat khép ho, ba't dong, c6 ngoat mot cach

ki la. Khau sting treong nam trén g&i. Chang biét ¢6 phai do hdn vin nim



chiit khau sting khi bj thdi bay vi chan dong ctia vu nd khong. Han da ding
khau sting d6 bin Nezumi.

Shion khong cé chit cam xic nao véi tén linh nay. Khong cam hén,
phén nd hay tiéc thwong, thAm chi khong ca sy ton trong danh cho ngwoi
da khua't. Thitr ndm treéc mat cu kia khong phai xdc ngudi ma chi 1a mot
chwdng ngai vat. Néu khong nghi vay, cdu s€ khong the€ sdng sét. D6 chi la
chudng ngai vat ma thoi.

Shion da tén linh mdt cu.

Xdc tén linh voi cdi cd ngodt ngoeo cung khau sing lan sang mot bén.
Miéng mang hién ra.

Pau qua. Khong théd dwgrc. Co hong néng ran. Minh can khong khi.

Huyé&t quan ctia Shion nhw mudn nd tung. Tim dap di ddi. Y thirc dan
mo h'6. Stre lwe dan can kiét.

Chét tiét. Pa dén dwoc day roi, tuyét doi khong dwoc bd cudc. ba dén
dwoc day roi...

Nezumi nay. Sao? Cau doc tdi nghe Macbeth dwgc khong? Macbeth a?
Poan nao? Man 5 canh 5...

Gi6 dang gio thét. Anh ltra bap bung. D6t nhién toi rit mudn nghe ciu
doc doan thoai d6. T6i chealng bi€t vi sao ntra. C6 the chi don gian Ia t6i
mudn nghe giong ciu, dim chim vao hoi thé cda cu. Nghe doan thoai khi
vua Macbeth budc vao dwong diét vong, toi bong thd’y phan khich va thoa
man la thwong.

T4t di, tit ngim di, h&i ngon Itra ctia thang nim voi va.

boi ngeoi déu la nhirng cdi bong biét di, 1a con hat bi ai.

Nezumi, ching ta vé nha théi, vé lai can phong d6. Thoi gian khong the



quay nguoc, nhung cé the tao nén mot khdi dau maoi.

Gia nhw binh thwong, khi ¢6 ngwoi dieng tredc mang do rac, thiét bi
cam wng s€ hoat ddng va miéng mang s€ ty dong ma ra, thé” nhwng ldc nay
né van im lim. Shion d4t Nezumi ng'di xudng roi nhit khau sing treong,
na hét dan vao td'm ctra 1at & miéng mang, khi€n né nat ba'y.

Mot khoang khong den ngom vudng viee m@ ra. Shion vui mwng khon
xi€t.

Nezumi, sip r'oi. Chiing ta sip dwoc vé nha roi.

Shion mudn kéu 1€n nhung cheamg néi thanh loi. Ciu dung td'm do
choang siéu s¢ri boc 18y Nezumi. Néu cé th€ thi cdu muén 6m Nezumi
treot mot lwgt xu6ng mang, nhung cdi mang chi vira dd rong cho mét
nguwoi lot qua thoi.

Shion do Nezumi dirng 1én, nhét hai chian né vao miéng mang. Sau do,
ciu ciing chui vao méng, tay trai nim 14y mép mang, tay phai ghi chit dau
Nezumi vao bung minh. Ti€ng ndam am va con chdn dong twr xa vong toi.

Shion nhim mit lai, budng tay trdi ra. Hai ngwoi gan nhw roi theo mot

dwdng thing.

“Pau qua!” Inukashi nhin nhé. Tai né bj cin. “Pau chét di dwoc! Li
chudt qudi quy nay, lam tro gi the"ha?”

Inukashi so cdi tai bi dau, tritng mét nhin hai con chudt dang ng'6i canh
nhau.

“Méng 1ii chudt nay ciing bang thtra. Chét tiét, dau kinh 1én dworc.”

Inukashi cung chflng biét minh d3 nim bod ra ban va ngl quén tir lic

N

nao.



Trong tinh canh nay ma con ngl dwoc, ho ho, gan minh to ghé gom.
Inukashi vira xoa 13 tai vira nghi. C6 I& tinh hinh cing thing hién tai khién
né mét ra roi, cho nén maéi thi€p di. Nhwng 1au 1au ty khen minh ciling
khong t€ chut nao.

Inukashi nghe thay ti€hg ngdy. Rikiga dang ndm co ro trén san, ngdy
nhu kéo bé. Qudi thd trong truyén thuyé&t chwa chic da phdt ra dwoc am
thanh khing khi€p dén th¢’.

“Oi cha, héa ra 14 gan clia dng chii ciing to ra phét.”

Inukashi tic ludi. Ll chudt nhit chot chay ta 1én tay né.

“Nay, dwng lai. Tao chi tdc lwdi thdi chir dau c6 ra bon may choi dua.
Tao ciing khong c6 d'6 dn cho bon may dau. Nay, dirng cén tai tao chit! Tao
cling d61 meo day nay!”

“Chit chit chit. Chit chit chit.”

“Chit! Chit! Chit!”

Lt chudt Tan lwot chay 1€n tay Inukashi roi lai tregt xudng. Hanh dong
va ti€ng kéu cua ching ra't khac thwong.

“G1 vay? Co6 chuyén gi vay?”

Inukashi khit miii. C6 mui khét. Khéi dang tran vao phong qua canh ctra
khép ho. Trai Cai tao dang chay.

“Nguy to...”

Cian phong nay khéng s¢m thi mudn cling sé tran ngdp khoéi. Ho phai
roi khoi day treedre khi canh d6 xay ra.

Nguy that. Nhwng cling dang n€ that.

Khéi di tran t&i tn day, chitng td ddm chay phai 16 14m.

HE thong phong chdy chtra chay thi sao? Khong hoat dong a? Cac hé



thong tién ti€n trong Trai d€u dinh tré? C6 chuyén doé that sao?

Inukashi nudt nwde bot. La tdc pham cua Nezumi va Shion ha? Chinh
hai nguoi ho da dung toan bd hé thdng trong Trai va tao ra ki tich nay w?

Ki tich d6i khi ra't dé x4y ra dd’y, Inukashi a.

Hoéa ra cau néi d6 khong phai 1a 1tra loc, cling chflng phai 1a ba hoa bdc
phét.

Khéi tran vao cang luc cang nhi€u, kem theo mui chdy khét va hoi
nong. Inukashi chgt lanh song lung.

Khoan. Khoan da. Shion va Nezumi van con & trong Trai sao?

Khéi day dac, mui khét va hoi néng déu la nhirng thir nguy hai dén tinh
mang con nguoi. SOng lung Inukashi lanh toat.

Nezumi, may hi€u hon ai hét ma? Khi va chi khi may sdng sot tro vE,
m&i ¢6 the goi 1a ki tich. Néu may guc nga ¢ day thi s€ chaamg cé ki tich, di
tich gi hét. May da boc phét vang ca nwdc bot ma cudi cung lai khong
quay Ve thi that nyc cwoi. Tao s€ cwoi vao mat may day.

Rikiga sic khéi, bit dau ho sii su.

Hai con chudt kéu rit 1én, cir nhw dang cd hét sirc binh sinh d€' kéu vay.

“Gi theé? Tao nén lam gi? Chu ctia bon may thé& nao r'6i?” Inukashi cling
mudn gao 1én.

Phéi lam gi m&i dwoe day?

Mot con chudt, Inukashi khong phan biét dwoce 1a Cravate hay Hamlet,
chay sang khu chtra rac. N6 chay loan 1én gan mdt cdi ctra vudng, l1a di€m
cudi cia mang do rac. Lién do, con chudt con lai cling nhap bon. Ca hai
chay loan xa, khi€n Inukashi hoa ca mét.

Mang do rac?



Khoan di, tai sao Nezumi lai bat minh va dng chi doi & day?

Mang do rac...

Toan than Inukashi run 1€n. N6 d4 vao mong Rikiga.

“Gidp mdt tay xem nao, ong chu!”

“Céi... cdi gi? Chuyén gi?”

“Hai dira né sap vé roi. Tdi gitp téi mot tay.”

Trong géc khu chira rac ¢ vai tim dém ci. Getsuyaku ding méy céi
dém nay d€ giam thi€u hw hai khi caic mdy moéc, vat dung roi xuéng tw
mang, vi d6 cang it hw hong thi gid ban lai cang cao. Getsuyaku da ki€m
duge kha kha tién tw m¢ rdc d6 xudng twr cdi mang nay.

Dong rdc trong khu chira ¢6 1an ca kinh v& va tAm nén bé tong. Vat gi
rovi thang vao nhirng thir nay déu s€ tan nat hét, ba't k€ la ddng may mdc
bd di, hay 14 tA'm than bang xwong bing thit ctia Shion va Nezumi.

“Nhanh l€n, 6ng chu. L€ ma € mé céi gi khong biet!”

“T&i... toi ngay ddy.” Rikiga lach bach chay t&i 18y miéng dém.

“Chung ta phai dan déu ma’y tdAm dém nay ra. Nhanh 1én!”

“Bi€t roi... Nhwng Inukashi, Shion va Eve thuc sy s€ trd vé sao? VEé
bang cach ndo...”

“Lim chuyén qué! Nhanh tay 1én!”

Inukashi déng tai nghe ngéng trong lic trdi nhirng tai'm dém.

Trd vé di, Nezumi. Tré vEé di, Shion.

“Inukashi, khoi mit mu ca roi!”

Rikiga kéu Ién. Can phong nhé gio ddy da ngép khoi.

Quay veé di, Nezumi, Shion.



Lam on, vé day di.

Inukashi nghe thay ti€ng gié tw bén trong mang do rac.
Ve di.

Lam on, vé day di!

Thién linh o, xin hdy pht hd cho hai ngwoi ho.

Inukashi chip tay, TAn d4u tién trong doi, né ciu nguyén.

Than linh o1i...
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