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Sinh ndm 1954 tai Okayama, Nhat Ban va tot nghiép Khoa
Van - Pai hoc Aoyama Gakuin.

Asano Atsuko bat dau viét vin khi con hoc dai hoc, chii yéu
tip trung vao mang sang tic danh cho thanh thiéu nién, trong
d6 ndi bat nhit phai ké dén series Battery da mang lai cho ba
khong it giai thudng danh gia clia van hoc Nhat Ban nhu giai
thudng Noma, giai thudng ctia Hoi Vin hoc Thiéu nhi Nhat Ban.
Ngoai ra, ba con nhan dugc giai thudng van hoc lang man véi
tac phAm Tamayura.

Ngoai mang sang tac danh cho thiéu nhi, cac tac phdm cla
Asano ciing kha da dang vé mit thé loai: ti¥ cdc tac pham danh
cho gidi tré dén truyén than ky, tiéu thuyét dwong dai... Truyén
ctia ba thudong xuyén dugc xuat hién trén cac tap chi van hoc.



ILL (I love letter) 1a cong ty kinh doanh dich vu viét thu, cu
thé 1a trao d6i nhitng bie thu viét tay véi nhitng khach hang co6
nhu cau. Theo Muchan - gidm dbc cong ty - thi “Viét thu ciing ¢
thé coila mot loai hinh cdng viée”.

Theo quy ché hc}i vién, sau khi nop chi phi tham gia m(f)t
nam, hoi vién sé cé thé ti minh viét thu, gt cho nhén vién cua

cong ty ILL bat ¢ khi nao, c6 thé 1a hang ngay, mobi tuan mot 1an
hay mdi thang mot 1an déu khong thanh van de.

Noi dung thu cé thé 1a nhitng ciu chuyén tuwdng tugng, hu
cAu. Bén canh d6 ngudi viét cling c6 thé s dung but danh,
nhung quan trong, ngudi viét phai dam bao thong tin vé gidi
tinh, dia chi phai chinh xac va dang véi thuc te.



&3 lave lotten

Vira bude chén ra khoi sanh t6i da cdm nhén dugc sy choi
chang ciia anh nang mjt trdi. Anh ndng d6 dudng nhu dang
muon doi thang vao toi.

Colevi khong phal 1a mot chu 6c sén nén toéi khong hé bi tan
chay (c6 phai oc sén tan chay dudi anh nang mat troi khong
nhi?). Tuy nhién t6i vain cAm nhan dugc cadm giac chay ning kha
ro rét.

Van dang con thang T, sao mit troi lai chéi chang qua vay?

A quén, van thang Ba cht nhi hay sang thang Nam r6i?

Néq clt § mai trong phong, ban sé thiy thoi tiét, khi hau,
canh sac cay coi c6 nhitng thay d6i nhanh chéng.

Tbi quan quanh trong nhitng ky e ctia ban than. Anh ning
nay, s choi chang nay sé kéo dai dén bao gio? To6i biét: Khong
phai gitta mua he hay mua dong.

Vay khi nao day?

“Takehiko... Takehiko... Takechan.”

Me t6i tif trong bép chay ra, goi.

“Con dang lam gi vay?”

Tb6i trgn tron mat, thd gap.

“Da, con dang dinh ra ngoai a.”

“Ra ngoai ha? Thé con dinh di dau?”

_T6i ngoanh d?{u lai, cwdi mot cach khé hiéu va néi déi me.
Néu khong noi df)i, me sé lién tuc duva ra hang loat nhitng cau
hoi thac mdc. Kiéu nhu: Con bi lam sao a? Con di dau? Khi nao
ve? Con cd dbéi khong? Cé lanh khong? Cé nong khong? Sitc
khoe ctia con ¢6 sao khéng? Con bi cam sao? Con khong &n com
a hay sé an cung Horachan? i lai phai can than, biét chua?...



Nhitng cau hoi nhu vay, me hoi téi thudng xuyén, 1ap di ldp
lai den mc kKhong b1et tir ltic ndo da trd thanh mot phan trong
cudc song clia toi mat roi.

“H6m nay con cam thay tam trang rat vui vé, nén dang dinh
didao, mea.”

) Néu da mudn di dao, thi tim trang t6t xiu gi cling déu 1a néi
doi ca.

Néu 4nh nang mit trdi b6t chéi chang mét chiat, khong khi
tré nén kho hon mot chit thi cé 16 tam trang toi sé trd nén tot
that.

“Thé a, con di dao sao?”

Me khé git dau, trén guong mit me khée mét, khée miéng
hién ré niém vui dén rung rung lé.

Viéc tdi ra ngoéi khién me rat vui, c6 1é me dang phan van
khong biet lac nay nén khéc hay nén cuoi. Khuon mat me gio
trong rat dang yeu nhin me tré ra han vai tudi. T6i da &1y trong
phong gan nita nim troi, c¥a phong chac chi mé lic toi di vé
sinh va di tdm.

Hang ngay, toi déu vao nha tdm lam nhitng cong viéc vé sinh
ca nhan co ban nhu tim glat g01 dau... Toi, mot thang con trai
17 tudi, rau cing da moc va can cao roi. Mat toi trong 16 do, co
cam giac trong rong; dau téc thi bu xu, lai hdi ¢6 mui chua; vi
nhu’ng biéu hlen do, moi nguoi qho rang toi dang c6 dau hleu
cia mot dra c6 xu hudng ty ky, song khep kin, tron tranh cudc
song va thé gidi. Bac Matsuno (chi gai cia me t01) thuong bao to6i
mAy cau kiéu nhu: “Nay Takechan, trong chau chan doi qua day,
luém thudm rdi con ban nita.” Thinh thodng bac van dén nha
toi choi, nén co khi bac bat gap toi ra khoi phong. Bac la nguoi
rat thang tinh, khong hay @€y, c6 sao néi vay.

Toi biét trong dau bac ludén ddm chim nhu’ng hinh anh tuwoi
dep vé cudc song, nén nhrng 16i n6i do khong co y nghia 1&m véi
t6i, cling chang thé lam t6i thay d6i, ma con tiép nhan né nhu
mot 151 khen, nhat 1a cau: “Trong chau chan doi qua diy, luém



thudém réi con ban nita”. Khi nghe bac néi thé, me t6i lién nhiu
may va noi:

“Chindi vay 1a c6 y gi? Chi nghi Takehiko ban dén vay 4?”

“0, Micchan (tén goi than mat & nha cia me t6i) em tic gidn
gi sao? Trong né nhv vay khong phai than kinh hoi c6 van de a?
Takechan khong phai ¢ sudt ngay giam minh trong phong sao?
N6 ciing chang chiu m& miéng ra néi chuyén nira.”

Me tdi rung rung nudc mat, liéc nhin ngudi bac dang mim
chat moi, yén lang. Co 1€ vi vy ma tu sau 1an do, bac téi khong
con dén nha téi choi nira.

Cach.

Trong ldc toi dang dinh déng clra, me khé cat tiéng hoi:

“Con khéng mang tién theo sao?”

To6i da nghe dau d6 c6 mot cau kiéu nhu “cé tién hay khoéng co
tién déu cé thé trd thanh bude ngoit lién quan dén sy sdng con
clia ban”.

“Khoéng can diu a, con chi di dao théi ma.”

“Vay a, dén ca tién mua nudc udng ciing khéng can ha?”

To6i dong clra va di ra ngoai.

Ngo6i nha t6i dang séng thudc khu dan cu dugc xay trén mot
vung dat cao, vay nén ct ra khoi cong sé thiy ngay con dbc. T6i
hu’dng vé phia thi tran, vira xudng déc vira bude di nhitng budc
uodn lugn cham rai. Nhu’ng con gié nhe nhang théi ti trén dbc
Xuong rdi 4n minh vao bau trdi xanh bao la. Thit su 1a rat hiém
dé c6 thé bat giap nhitng con gié tir trén cao thdi téi nhu vay.

Con duwdng nhya nhyu dang choi dila v4i 4nh néng lap lanh
dugc tao ra tir nhitng chiéc vd so dan xen, hoa tron véi nhau.

Bién phia xa that bao la rong 16n.

Mot nam trude, khi toi con hoc cip ba, khung canh noi day
that sy rat gan gii than quen (c6 1é 1au 1dm roi, bdi cho dén bay
gid to6i chang con nhd noi chinh xac 1a bao nhiéu thang da troi
qua), thé ma ngay ldc nay day co cai gi d6 rat xa la, mdi mé. Toi



xudng doc vdi nhitng bude di khéng qua voi vang ciing khong
qua chim chap. Gié théi nhu né dua véi tdc mai clia toi.

Sau khi xubng dbc va ré phai ngay chd nga tu, toi théy quan
ca phé Catteleya dang dugc xay dung trong hém nho gan clra
hang hoa va cta hang kim loai quy.

Theo ¥ hiéu clia toi, tén goi clla quan 4&m chi mdt quan ca phé
nhd, cii k§ va hoi nhéch nhéc. Dao gan day khéng con quan nao
lay tén la Catteleya ca. Tuy nhién ca phé & day thi rat ngon,
khong phai vi t6i c6 sd thich ddc biét vdi ca phé, téi chi hitng thu
vOi tra sita, loai tra két hop giita tra den pha thém nhiéu sita.
Thé nhung toi lai thich ca phé clia Catteleya.

Am thanh tir chiéc chudng duge gin vao cita vang 1én khi toi
cham tay mé& canh ctta duge lam tir go ci.

“Takechan...”

Tiéng goi d6 vang vong lan at ca chudng clta. D6 1a Muchan
dang ngodi trong goc quan ngay gan chau cay canh, vira goi vira
gio tay vay toi.

“Takechan, ¢ day, & day.”

T6i khong thich va thiét nghi khong can thiét phai goi to lam
gi, nhu’ng hanh dong ciila Muchan nhu viy cling da khlen toi
nhén ra réi. Ca quan chi c6 mét nguwdi khach dang ngoi [ cho
quay thanh toan. b6 la mét ngu’dl dan 6ng mac complet tam 50
tu01 dang cham chu dgc bao - ¢o 1€ td bao noi vé dua ngua - ma
chéng thém ban tAm dén tiéng oang oang ciing nhuw nhitng hanh
dong ctia Muchan.

“Tuyét qua, cudi cung ciu ciing dén roi.”

TOi tir ti ngdi xudng, Muchan thi cudi rat théa man. N&i bat
lén trén guong mit tron trinh nho nhdn ay 12 mai téc mau tra
gidng 16ng thd cling d6i méit tron xoe, tuy dang ngudi hoi thap
(ngudi trwdng thanh thuwdng cd chiéu cao 1a 157 cm song toi
khong nghi Muchan cao duge 150 cm). Pa gan 30 tudi nhung
trong Muchan chi nhu hoc sinh cap hai phat trién sém hodc nhu
hoc sinh cap ba chim phat trién.



Muchan la em gii kém me téi mot tudi, tirc la di cha toi
nhung chang miy khi t6i goi Muchan bang di. Néu ¢6 goi, cling
chi la nhitng khi tréu dua; con binh thudong té6i hay goi la
Muchan. Tén that ctia Muchan 13 Naha Mutsumi, hién vin con
doc than.

C® mobi khi trd thanh dé tai ndi chuyén ctia Muchan, me t6i
luén té ra budén chan. Khuén mat bac Matsuno cung kho chiu.
V6i nhitng ngudi chi cé dira em gal khong c6 cong an viéclam & on
dinh, 1ap gla dinh ciing khong, roi lac nao cing noi ve nhu’ng
thit ky quai khac thudng thi c6 vé kha dau dau, va néu cé mot
thang con trai sudt ngay giam minh trong nha ty ky, khong tiép
xtic v&i x4 hoi bén ngoai thi cang dau dau hon nira.

“Toi goi ciu dén day 1a vi mudbn mdi cau udng ca phé cla
quan Cattleya nay day.”

Tb6i cb g‘é'ln‘g dap lai sao cho khéng bi coi 1a coc 16¢, 16 mang.
That sy t6i rat mudn 6m chat Muchan, cudi va noi: “Muchan,
lau 1am roi méi gip” nhung lai khong thé. Téi, mot thang con
trai 17 tudi nhung lai khong di can ddm lam nhitng diéu minh
nghiva mong muon.

Tbi rat thich Muchan. Mot cAm gidc gan nhu la ngudng md,
twa ho tinh yéu danh cho me minh vay. Ngay ti khi con nh3,
moi 1an nhin thay Muchan la téi lai hoi hop, tim ddp thinh thich
va bay gid van vay. Lic niy tim téi cling rung 1én tirng nhip khi
nhin thay nét mit twoi cwdi cia Muchan. Khong phai vi Muchan
la phu n, cing khéng phai vi Muchan la di cua t6i, tat nhién
cang khong phai vi Muchan 1a ban than... That sy t6i khong
hiéu tai sao. Do uong g01 tw trudc duge phuc vu mang dén - ca
phé rét trong hai chiéc cde mau tring.

Oi that sy rat thom, ngti mui ca phé 4o t6i ty nhién cam thay
viéc ra ngoai khong han 1a khoéng tét.
“Co6 chuyén givay a?”
Tb6i thit hdi nham tiép tuc ciu chuyén mot cach tu nhién nh}ﬁt
c6 thé, khong dam nghi viéc Muchan 16i toi ra khoi nha réi dén
day la vi dugc me t6i nhao. Chi la c6 chuat chéch ra khoi quy luat



théng thudng, chi? t6i khéng nghi minh roi vao thé budc phai
lam diéu gi do.

“Takechan, ciu thich viét thu ding khong?”

“Da?”

“Viét thu... Dung tay viét chit vao gidy y. S& dung gidy viét
thu va phong bi thu, sau d6 dan tem va cho vao hom thu.”

“T6i hiéu ma, Muchan khong can phai gidi thich chi tiét qua
vay dau.”

_“Céau thich nhitng bizc thw ma. Khong phai ngay xuwa cau tirng
viét thu cho téi sao?”

“Ngay xua? Viéc d6 khinao nhi?”

Téi cau may nhung khong phai vi cdm thiy khé chiu.
Muchan da ghi nhé& giup to6i.

Ngay xua ldc tam 7, 8 tudi toi rat cham chi viét thuw. Va hau
nhv nhitng bitc thu cla t6i déu dugc gii tdi cho Muchan. Ngay
d6, Muchan con 1a sinh vién trudng dai hoc ntt sinh qubc lap
danh tiéng va ltic nao cling trau chubt cin thén tra 10i nhu’ng
blc thu ph1en phttc ctua toi. Piéu d6 khién toi rat vui, vui den
khong thé nao dién ta dwgc va cho dén nay toi vAn con nhd rat
ro.

Mot thoi gian sau Muchan tu ¥ bd hoc va gan nhu bién méat
tam thoi (Gia dinh da tim kiém nhung chi nhin dugc bic thu
v6indi dung 1a khi nao thich hop sé trg ve. C6 thé Muchan dang
§ Maroc, Dominica hodc & sudi nwdc néng bén dudng). Va ndm
nam sau khi Muchan trd vé toi da trd thanh thiéu nién mudi
mAy tudi roi. Cho du téi thich Muchan nhiéu thé nao dinira thid
tudi d6, to6i ciing khong thé hon nhién vo tu viét thu cho
Muchan dugc nira.

“Nay, khi ngudi ma ciu van thudng xuyén viét thu cho dot
nhién mat lién lac, khéng cé tin tic gi thi cau nghi vi sao lai nhu
vay?”

Muchan u&n ngudi vé phia trude.

“A thi, nhiéu ma, chac cé nhiéulydoa.”



“Vidu...”

“Viduy... Thi trudc tién co thé chia lam hai truong hgp: thw
nhat 1a ¢6 thé nguwdi do tw nhién khong mudn viét thu niva. Tom
lai chac ngudi do khong con thich viét thu, khong c¢6 hitng tha
v(@i doi phvong hodc thay rang khéng nén viét thu nira.”

Tbi liéc nhin Muchan.

“Ciing c6 thé nguwdi ta mudn di du lich dau d6.”

“PhL... phil... Thé con cai thit hai...?”

Muchan gio hai ngén tay 1én, hao hitng ling nghe t6i néi.

“Thw hai la c6 1€ do nglrfﬁ do bi bénh, hodc bi thuong nqén\dﬁ
muon viét cing khong thé cvém, but viét duge, khong thé cam
nam dugc nhirng th dung deé viét.”

“Bi giam cam, bi bét thi sao?”

“Ha?”

“Gia st ngudi do bi nhét vio mot cin phong ¢ dau do thi
cing khong viét dugc thu ma. Cho du cé theé viét, ciing khong
gtri di duge.”

_ “Vang, c6 thé 1a nhu vay... Cung c6 thé nguoi dé da chét vi
doi vGi nguwdi chét thi viéc viét thu dwong nhién la khong theé.”

“Ngudi chét u? U, vay cling dung. Liéu c6 phai ngudi do bi
g1et 1<hong‘? Ma néu c6 lién quan dén viéc giét ngudi thi cd 16 sé
rac roi day.”

“HAa? Giét nguwoi?”

_ T6i ha hdc mom, 16 mii phong 1én khién mui ca phé dam dic
nong nac xoc vao trong.

_“bung 1a khong thé phu nhémvc() kha ning rang ngu’c‘{i dé bi
giet. Ma ngudi chét thi khong theé néi chuyén, nén c6 theé néi la
sé khong thé nao viét thu cho ho duge.”

“Ghét thé, Muchan dirng néi kiéu thanh ngi¥ nhuv viy.”

“-U;.”

_ “Ma chung ta dang noi chuyén gi nhi? Tai sao lai c6 sy lién
ket gitra nhirng bifc thu va ké giét ngudi? Tom lai Muchan goi t6i
ra day dé lam gi?”



“Givay?”

“Cach néi chuyén ctia cau bay gid giéng chi t6i quéa day.”

Muchan choc méng tay duge son mau hong vao toi, mong tay
dé giong nhu dau nhon ciia mot con dao vay.

Tb6i rat nhay cadm vdi nhitng th déng cham vao minh. Cho
du 12 méng tay, ngén tay, 15i néi, tinh cam thi ti déu c6 cadm giac
hoi ghé sg.

“A” - Muchan kéu lén va n:ftm lay ngén tay. Néu so véi tiér}g
kéu “A...” ltc trude thi cé vé yéu hon. P6i méi khé ct dong chac
dinh xin 16i, trong khi d6 t6i vin nham nhi cbc ca phé ctia minh.

“Muchan giai thich di ch.”

T6i ¢b tinh néi bang giong diéu cut ngln. T6i khong can
Muchan phai xin 16i bdi Muchan ciing c6 lam viéc gi dang phai
xin 16i toi dau. Nhung Muchan chi hudng ngon tay vé phia toi.
Con ngudi, néu chi don gidn 1a xin 16i thi da c6 thé khién moi
chuyén két thic & d6. Thé nhuwng that sy tir sau trong tim m01
nguoi khi thady minh budc phai xin 16i thi moi chuyen lai chang
két thic don gidn duge. Muchan biét diéu ay va khong xin 16i
toi.

“U thi gidi thich. That rala cai nay...

TU trong chiéc ba 16 du dich lam bang vai (théu nhirng hoa
t1et gidng nhu btre tranh mit dat bang nhitng sgi chi trang trén
nén xanh biéc) Muchan lay ra cai tai gidy dung mot tip thu, cé
dén khoang nim muoi bire thu. Toan b¢ hinh nhv 1a tw cung
mot ngudi, vi phong bi nao cing gibng nhau, déu mau trang va
xép theo chiéu doc. Cé vé thu dugc viét bang gidy ké 6 chat
lugng cao. Tren, do6 co ghi gui dén Naha Mutsumi. Tén cla
Muchan dugc viét bang chi leagana mau den, nét chi¥ kha
dep. T6i cam thay nhu’ng ch d6 c6 nét gi day rat thanh cao.
Hodc cling c6 thé 1a vi muc viét va gidy viét 1 loai chit lwgng
cao. Pia chi & thanh phd bén canh.

Tap doan Swan 501, kem theo chi¥ ILL.
Giti dén Naha Mutsumi
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ILL khong biét 1a gi.

“Tat ca déu la thu.”

“T6i nhin 1a biét ma, ching déu ti cuing mot ngudi phai
khong?”

Ngudi giti 1a Mizumoto Wae, dia chi ngay trong thi tran nay,
phia tdy nha ga gin trudng tu thuc téi titng hoc. Chinh xac 1a né
gan voi toa nha 16i vao trudng tu thuc. Toéoa nha cé tudng ngoai
mau trang d6 hinh nhv van con.

“Mizumoto la Buntsuu aite* ctia t6i.”

“HAa, Buntsuu?”

Trong mot thoang t6i dudng nhu khéng hiéu dugc ¥ nghia
clia t Buntsuu la g1 Méc du do 1a mot tir don gian toi biet nhung
lai thay khong may quen thude. Mit khoang hai gidy dau to6i mdi
c6 thé lién két Buntsuu véi viét thu.

“Mizumoto va toi da viét thuw cho nhau dugc gﬁn hai nim roi,
day la mot trong nhitng khach hang 1au ndm. C6 vé ngudi do
hgp v4i téi nén mdi tin twdng nhu vay. Néu khong, chi can mét
lan thi 14 sé khong c6 lan sau.”

Lui téi, thay d6i... Toi khong nghl rang mot ngu’dl nao do lai
c6 thé 1ay thu tir ra lam dé tai néi chuyén. Néi thé nao di nira thi
né ciing khong giéng binh thudng.

“Muchan dang néi chuyén gi vay?”

“Vé cong viéc clia toi.”

“Cong viée, Muchan chuyén viéc rdi sao?”

“Pung thé.”

“Vay bay gid, Muchan lwa chon cong viéc lién quan dén viét
thu?”

“U, dtng roi.”

Ngay tw ngay xua, Muchan da khong gioi may viéc g1a1 thich.
Con to6i lai rat kém khoadn noéi chuyen thé nao dé cé thé hiéu
dugc Muchan, nén gita chirng ciau chuyén cé vé trd nén khong
mAy sudn sé. Cai nay 1a do tinh cach ch khéng lién quan gi dén
nang lye.
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_ “Muchan thich viét thu va gid dang lam cong viéc lién quan
dén viet thu sao?”

_ “U, dung rdi. Ngoai toi ra, con c6 hai nhan vién khac nita, ho
déu lam ca ngay tif chin gid sang den ndm gid chiéu. Cong viéc
kha bén rén vila viét thu tay nén s€ mat nhiéu thdi gian va cong
sic. Moi bite thu ching t6i déu phai ban bac vdi khach hang vé
cach thue dién dat trong thu, hay nhitng vat dung st dung khi
viét thu, phong bi thw cung tuy tu’ng khach hang ma pha1 thay
d6i cho phit hgp vai yeu cau. Vé ndi dung ciing 1am sao dé khong
qua chim dam vao cai “t6i” c4 nhan nhu’ng ctiing khong dugc
qua don gidn, binh thudng. Vi vay, neu chan thanh nhung
khong c6 su quyét doan manh me thi sé rat khé khin. Pé trd
thanh mot ngudi viét thu chuyén nghiép, du’dng nhién phai tich
liy cho minh nhitng kinh nghiém nhit dinh va dé dat dugc diéu
do sé khong dé dang gi. N6i thé khong co nghia la cong viéc nay
khong hé c6 niém vui, sy tha vi 'b&inéu mot cong viéc khong doi
héi nhu’ng phtt gidy lao déng vat va hoic ban thén noé khong tao
ra niém vui cho ngudi lam viée thi c6 1é chang ai ¢6 thé lam né
lau dai duge.”

Muchan thé dai ndi, trén gu’dng mat hién lén vé mét moéi
nhung cling tran day niém tin vao céng viéc minh dang lam.

“Thé 4, viy bay gio Muchan trd thanh giam déc roi.”

“Giam dbc?”

“U.”

Muchan dap kha to, khién vi khach nam ngbi chd quﬁy thanh
toan quay nguwdi lai, nhin vé phia chung toi nhu’ng c6 ve cling
khong ranh rang gi dé quan tam. Tu’ng cau noéi clia Muchan déu
dugc cat 1én véi giong to (nhw dé gay su chu v vOi ngudi khac)
khién ngudi xung quanh phai giat minh, nhung van cha may ai
quan tam.

“Muchan la giam ddc roi u?”
“Pung d6, tinh ca toi, tong cong nhan vién c6 ba ngudi.”
“Giadm dbc ctia cong ty kinh doanh dich vu viét thu?”

“Cau khong tin ha?”



“Néu khong phai Muchan ndéi thi ding 1a khéng thé tin duge.
Sao Muchan lai thanh 14p cong ty hoat dong trong linh vic nhu
vay? Cach thic vain hanh cong ty nhu thé nao?”

“U dung la cha cé ai nghi dén cong viéc nhu viy ca, nhung sb
luvgng ngudi ¢6 nhu cau viét thu tay trao d6i thay vi thu dién ti
hay dién thoai rat nhiéu. Chung téi s¥ dung nhitng dung cu
dung dé ghi chép va tw minh chap but.”

“Thé nhung nhitng bttc thu mang tinh ca nhéan cua ngudi
viét lai khong dugc phép. Nhan vién néu mudn tim thi bao
nhiéu cling cé. Trong trudng hop sbé lwong thu qua tai, ching
phai can tim thém ngu’c‘ii sao?”

“Vay do, nhung viéc 4y khong hé don gian. Nhu nay nhé, d6i
twong mudn v1et thu dugc chia lam hai nhém 16n: Th nhit 1a
nhirng nguoi viét vé nhu’ng viéc ma ban than ho biét, loai nay
chiém phan 16n va trong mon bong chay thi dé sé 1a nguwdi nem
béng. Dbi tuong th hai la nhitng ngudi mudn nghe chuyén ctia
ngudi khac ké lai, loai nay khong nhiéu va dwge vi nhu ngudi
bat béng.”

“Him, ht'm...

“Néu két hgp ca ngudi ném béng va bat bong thi khong van
dé gi, nhung sé khong duy tri lau dai dugc. Cau cé hiéu diéu nay
khong?”

“Hiéu.

“Vi vay viéc két hdp ca ngudi ném boéng va bit bong 1a rat
hiém, thudng thi chi chon ngu’dl ném bong Vi t6i mudn hg hiéu
dugc ban than ho, mudn néi chuyén, mudn tam su, muon ho
lang nghe nén chiing t6i sé 13 ngwdi bat béng, ngu’dl tiép nhan.
Thinh thodng cliing sé quay trd lai vi tri ngu’dl ném bong Du
trén phuong dién nao di nita, cong viéc tiép theo cing van la
phai tra 161 nguwdi ndo d6 thong qua nhirng bire thu’}v1et tay. Do
vay, phai c6 kha nang viét lach cling nhu kha nang ket hop.”

“Thé c¢6 hwdng din gi cu thé khong?”

Muchan lac dau khién mai téc bong bénh rung nhe.



“Khoéng cé dau. Néu huéng dan thi sé khong that, sé c6 cAm
gidc nhu Iira d6i. B&i néu hoi vién, khach hang néi 1a ching t6i
ndéi doéi thi viéc kinh doanh sé khong phat trién duge.”

“Cé6 quy ché hoivién a?”

“U, tam thoi hoi vién sé dong phi dinh ky theo nam, moéi bire
thu theo quy dinh sé phai c6 phan trim hoa hong.”

“Vay chac cho dén‘khi tra phi hoi vién va tién hoa hong thi
ma&i co nguwoi muodn viéet thu.”

“Coé chir.”

Cach néi chuyén cuaa to6i kh;én Muchan ha héc mdém, thai dé
c6 vé nhu dang thach thire gi day.

“Viét thu gibng nhu viét nhat ky, nhwng khong don gian chi
1a ghi chép ctua ban than. N6 vira mang dam tinh ca nhén, vira
giup ta c6 dugc nhan thitc vé ngudi cung ta trao doi thu qua lai.
Tham chi con gitup ta thay duwgc ndi tam bén trong ctia chinh
minh, va roéi md 1ong véi ngudi khac. Nhitng ngudi thich viét
thu nhiéu dén dang ngac nhién. Chinh vi vy, ILL da ra doi.”

“MalILLlagivay?”

“La tén viét tit ctia I Love Letter, tén clia cong ty to6i. Cau thay
sao?”

“Sao u?” Bi hoi cau d6, khong hiéu tai sao toi lai khong biét
phal tra 16i thé nao. “A, Um... Ma Muchan hom nay goi toi ra chi
dé thong bao tinh hinh gan day thoi sao? Va muén t6i vé noéi véi
me 12 Muchan khdi nghiép rdi, hién dang lam giam dbc ctia mot
cong ty ha?”

Muchan tron tron hai mat.

O néu cau néi nhirng diéu dé vdi chi dy, chi y chic sé ngac
nhién 1am.”

“Tat nhién roi.”
Nghi dén khuén mit ngac nhién cta me sau khi nghe t6i ké
lai moi chuyén, t6i chgt thay budn cudi.
“Takechan nay, bitc thu nay toi doc roi.”



Vé mat Muchan boéng trd nén nghiém nghi, va dua tip thuw
cho t6i véi thai d6 nghiém tuc.

“Poc roi thilam sao?”

“Ngay mai, toi mudn ciu di cing dén nha cia Mizumoto,
duwgc khéng?”

“Caigica?”

“Lutc trude toi da ndi roi dé. Toi va Mizumoto da viét thu cho
nhau dugdc hai nim. C& hai l1an méi thang, vao ngay mung Nim
va Hai muoi, toi sé nhian dugc thu clia Mizumoto, nhung ti
thang trude dén nay t6i khong nhan duge nita...”

“Vi thé ma Muchan vé ra ciu chuyen vd van ldce nay, cho rang
c6 thé ngudi do dang bi glam cam hodc bi sat hai ha? bung la
Muchan nghi qua nhleu roi day, c6 thé ngudi ta chan viét thu roi
nén chit dong khong viét niva thi sao?”

“Nhung ma ngudi dé6 méi ndp phi hoi vién mot nim ma, néu
khong mudn viét thu vao thoi diém nay nita thi cé vé khong hop
1y cho ldm. Hon nita, bwc thu gan day nhét toi nhan dugc tw
Mizumoto, ngudi d6 cé viét 1a; “Ti nay, rit mong ban gitp d5”.”

“Vay thi c6 thé do ngudi ta khong thich, khong hai long vé
thu tra 10i cia Muchan nén da quyét dinh hay hop dong.”

“Néu ding 1a nhu vay thi chic chin ngudi dé phai lién lac vi
hé théng sé tra lai sb tién phi hdi vién ciia cac thang con lai. Hon
nira, chac sé khong nhu vay vi t6i 1a mot ngudi viet thu chuyén
nghiép co ma. Hai nam nay ciing khong cé ai kéu ca phan nan gi
vé viéc khong hai long véi nhirtng 14 thu tra 16i cia toi ca.”

“Muchan c6 vé tv tin qua nhi?”

“Du thé nao di ching nita, toi cling cadm thay khéng yén tam
khi khong con nhan dugc thu cua ngudi do, chang c6 chit lién
lac nao ca. Mizumoto ciing di 16n tudi rdi, vy nén ngly mai
nhit dinh t6i phai dén nha xem sao.”

“Lam nhu vy khong phdi 1a da vugt ra khoi pham tru cong
viéc cia Muchan sao, hay don thuan chi la sy quan tam xa giao.”

Muchan thg dai lic dau.



“N6 nam trong pham tru c6ng viéc ctia toi. Céng viée clia
ching t6i bao gdm ca viéc theo déi tinh hinh ctia hoi vién. Néu
dot nhién khong nhan dugce thu tir ho thi tuy tirng trudng hgp
ching t6i sé phai cé giai phép phu th nhu lién lac véi ngu’(‘ii
than, hay bao cho canh sat ¢ gan dé. boi voi tru’dng hop nhu ciia
Mizumoto thi vi ngudi iy & gan nén t6i mudn dén tan nha xem
thé nao, con néu & xa, toi sé goi dién thoai dé xac nhan xem ho
c6 vin dé gi khong.”

“Um.”

T6i thd dai vi ciing khong nghi la sé khen nggi Muchan.

Cau chuyén cua Muchan khong c6 trong ti dién ctia me toi,
dung 1a khong ai dam nghi dén, ndm ngoai stc tudng tugng
nhung lai rat thyc te.

Cong viéc Muchan dang lam chinh xac la nhi*rng gi hién nay
con ngudi dang kiém tim, né nhuv sgi chi gin két moi ngudi lai
v6i nhau. Méi bite thu chinh 1a moét sgi chi dwge Muchan xem
xét v cung ky luong.

“Thé nhung tai sao Muchan lai rt toi di cing? Khong phai di
moOt minh cing dugc hay sao?”

Thuc ra, toi thay ban than di cung sé c6 chut phién phic.

Anh ning mit trdi chiéu thdng vao ngudi khién toi c6 cdm
gidc tan chay thue sy va mudn trd vé nha, vui minh trén chiéc
giuvong than yéu.

Viéc ra ngoai di loanh quanh khé lau lam t6i thay méat dan
nang lugng.

“Nguyén tic 1a khi dén tham hoi vién ctia cong ty thi can cé
hai ngudi @€ kip thdi &ng phé nhitng tinh hudng khac nhau.
Tuy nhién céng ty hién gié khong dt ngudi, chi c6 mbi minh t6i
nén t6i mudn nhd Takechan ma. Pinha, t6i nhd dé.”

Muchan chap hai tay lai td ¥ nhd va.

“Coi nhu cau lam nhan vién tam thdi ctia cong ty toi di.”

Muchan rat lau ca, co ay biét t6i hay mém long trude nhitng
16i nhd va ctia minh.



“Nhu thé cling dudc sao, téi la ngudi ngoai, 16 ra khong duge
doc thu ch¥?” Tbi cb gang tranh luin v6i Muchan.

“Cau sé 1a nhan vién tam thdi clia cong ty ma, nhu vay thi
dau con la nguwdi ngoai nira.”

Cudc tranh luin giita hai ching toi két thuc nhanh choéng.
T6i dwa mét nhin tip thw. Ban than t6i khong hé cé tinh hiéu ky,
to mo vGi nhirng 14 thu cia ngudi khic, huéng chi d6 con la thu
clia moOt ngudi 16n tudi minh chang hé quen biét.

Bong nhién téi cdm thiy nhitng biic thu rung rung chuyén
dong, dudng nhu chiing dang vay goi toi va néi hay doc di, doc
di, hay doc toi di.

Toi van chim ddm trong huong vi ca phé. “T6i sé mang vé
nha roi tw doc.”

_ Thay t6i n6i vy, Muchan lién gat dau, t6 ra kha nghiém tac
vé chuyén nay.

No6i dung nhitng bitc thu ciia Mizumoto vira tha vi vira cé
nhirng tinh tiét kha bat ngo, kinh ngac. Téi da doc chung mot
cach rat nghiém tuc va say sua.

Poc xong nhin ra ngoai thi troi da dan toi.

... (Lugc bd phan trude)

Pay la ldn dau tién toi viét thw cho ban.

Tén toi la Mizumoto Wae, hién dang sinh song tai thi trén...
Nam nay téi 72 tudi, chép mdt thoéi ma gio' da la ba ldo roi. Thoi
gian that sv tréi qua nhanh.

Ly do t6i mudn viét thu cho ban ldn nay la vi téi mudn ban lang
nghe cu chuyén cua minh va ca nhitng thang ngay ma toi ting trai
qua.

Nhitng diéu t6i dinh sé chia sé véi bagn sau ddy ngay ca gia dinh
va ngudi quen cua toéi citng khong biét. Toi bi bénh kinh nién lau
ndam, kha ndng tap trung dang dan dan mat di. Do d6 to6i chi cé tl/}é"
ké dugc titng chitt titng chitt cau chuyén cita minh. Thdt sy téi thay



rdt kho tdm. Nhd lai hoi con tré cho dit suot dém miét mai bén ban
viet cung khong van dé gi.
M& dau biic thu thit nhat 1a nhu vay.

Qua thdi gian, nét but dan trd nén run run. Trong ndm muadi
bttc thu gan day, Mizumoto di lan luot ké vé qua trinh trudng
thanh, nhitng viéc xay ra trong qua khit, cudc song sinh nhai
cta ban than. Ba ay chinh Ia dién hinh cia miu cau th ném
béng trong viét thu ma Muchan tirng noi.

Mbi lan givi, thu ciia ba 3 ay déu dai d¢én bdn, nim trang gidy
(nhiing btre thu véi day ap noi dung va du’dng nhv viéc mat kha
nang tap trung khong phai 1a van dé) va nim muoi lan thu
chinh 1a cai d6ng nay day. S6 lugng nhitng biic thw kha do so véi
rat nhiéu néi dung.

Khi con la ni¥ sinh muGi méy tu61 ba iy ting roi vao luéi
tinh véi thay glao chu nhiém va roi c6 thai véi ngudi dé. Tuy
nhién, vi gido vién ay lai khong the viit bd vo con, khién
Mizumoto rat dau khd , ba da khoc rat nhiéu khi phai tir bo dita
con d6 clia minh. Sau day, ba quyét dinh 1én Tokyo theo dudi wdc
mo lam dién vién. O day trong luc dang dau kho tuyet vong
nhit, ba tinh co gap dudc mot ngudi dan ong cung cé chung md
wdc trd thanh d1en vién gidng nhw minh va 1an nita roi vao ludi
tinh ciing ngudi ay.

Ngudi dan ong nay rat tbt bung, dé tinh va yéu thu’dng
Mizumoto thit long. Lugng cong viéc dan dan nhiéu lén va
nhirng ngay thang tuoi dep hanh phuc nhit trong cudc ddi da
dén véi Mizumoto. Thé nhung that khong may vao mét dém no
ngudi dan 6ng ay da bi mot chiec xe tai ddm vao do ngudi lai
diéu khién xe trong tinh trang ngt git, vay la ngudi ay da khong
thé trd vé véi Mizumoto dugc nita. Sau dam tang Mizumoto md&i
phat hién ra minh da mang thai.

Ba nghi minh khong thé chét dugc, dit khdng thé & bén canh
ngudi ay duge nita nhung sinh linh bé nho trong bung chinh 1a
soi day gin két ba v0i ngu’dl dy. Dtra bé nay chinh Ia bang chu’ng,
1a dong lyc, la niém tin ctia ba khi nghi rang ngudi ay van con
song.



Du sao di chdng nita, néu 1a téi, t6i sé khong thé nao sinh ha
va nubi day di¥a bé d6 dugc, the nhung & day mot 1an niva téi lai
cam nhin dugc sitc manh ctia ngudi me, cling nhu si¥c manh
tinh yéu ctia ba danh cho ngudi dan dng ay.

Pé bao vé dita tré, minh sé phai lam gi day? biéu nay khién toi bi
lung lay trudc quyet dinh do.

Va t6i dd chdp nhan két hon véi Mizumoto. Mizumoto la khach
hang thwdng xuyén cia quan bar nho, ngi t6i ting lam viéc vi
mudn kiém tien trang trai cudc song Ong ay la mét nha tw san co
b, da tung ly hon hai 1an 910’ lai say ddm toi nén toi da theo duoi
cudc hon nhan mdn nong nay. Téi chap nhdn 16 cau hoén cla
Mizumoto, nhitng mong dita tré sé dwgc nuoi dudng va c6 mot cudc
song on dinh.

Qua nam sau, téi sinh ha mot co cong chua, dita bé chinh la con
gdi cita ngwdi dy, thé nhwng Mizumoto dwong nhién van tin 6 la
con minh.

Sau day, cu(f)c séng hon nhan ciia toi bt dau trai qua nhiéu sémg
gi6, dau kho va ngay cang trd nén bi tham. Chfmg toi la mot ngm’o’l
bao lvc, thm’dng hay quay pha moi khi 6 ong ay say rugu. Chinh vi
bao lyc nén viéc bi toi lita dobi dd khién 6 ong ay trd nén rat dang sg,
né trg thanh néi niém cay dang cira mot gia dinh von khong cé tinh
yeu...

Bitc tranh khéc hoa nhitng ngay thdng dau kho, bat hanh ciia toi
dugc tai hién lai théng qua nhitng birc thv nay.

T6i dd quyét dinh giét Mizumoto vi toi cam thay minh khong thé
chiu dvmg hon duwgc nia. Quyét tam do troi day khi toi da ngoai 60
tudi, va that sw néu téi dwa ra quyét dinh nay sém hon thi moi
chuyén sé khong dén mitc nhu vay. Vi quad thdt, toi dang mang mot
mon no an tinh.

Th\é nhuwng gio da dén gidi han ma t6i khong thé chiu dwng duge
nita roi.

Mutsumi nay, toi da sat hai Mizumoto, vi néu téi khong giét ong
dy thi mot ngay nao d6 ong v ciing giét toi ma thoi.

Pay chinh 14 ndi dung ctia bire thu cudi ciing.



Thap nhang xong ching téi duwge dua dén mot phong tiép
khach nhd. Mot phu nit trung nién mang ca phé dén cho ching
toi, do l1a ca phé hoa tan.

“Vay ra cd chinh 1a ngudi van thudng hay viét thu qua lai véi
me t6i sao?”

Ngudi con gai véi khudn mit tron phtc hau ay 1a Akagi
Kiyoka, con gai 16n ciia Mizumoto. Pay cling chinh la da con
gai van ménh ctia ba nam doé.

“Me t6i lic nao cing ndng long chg doi nhu’ng bie thu cta
6. Mbi khi nhan dugce thu 1a me 1ap tic trén vao trong phong dé
doc.”

“C6 lan toi néi véi me 1a dé t6i doc cho thi me lién tir chdi, me
néi diéu dé tuyét dbdi khéng duge bdi vi day 1a nhitng bitc thu
clia me. Me c6 vé rat hao hitng, vui vé khi nhan dugc thu. Cé 1é
nhirng bttc thv ba nhan duge kha tha vi, Naha nhi?”

“A vang, cung co the 1a nhu vay. T6i thanh that xin 16i vi
khong biét Mizumoto méat nén da khéng dén dv 16 tang.”

Muchan cti dau va gip sau ngudi xin 16i.

Co nt sinh dai hoc dang trong giai doan tim viéc lam méac b
vest mau xanh dam v&i mai téc dude cot 1én (mai téc mdi dudc
nhuom lai thanh mau den), guong mat hau nhu khong cé vé gi
14 trang diém, deo cip kinh gong den noéi:

“Khoéng sao dau, di nguyén ctia me to6i la chilam tang 1  trong
ndibod g1a dinh, vy nén ngudi ngoai hau nhv khong ai biét. Thé
nhung néu ngudi van thu’dng viét thu cho me toi dén dudce thi
me t6i nhat dinh sé rat vui. Me toi con mot tdm niém nita 1a co
thé dat toan bo nhitng 14 thu co6 v1et cho me tdi vao mot trap
niém roi hda tang cling me. Me da rat mong muén diéu nay.”

T6i va Muchan khé liéc nhin nhau.

“Cho t6i hoi chat, Mizumoto ra di d6t ngét vay sao?” Muchan
guong hoi.

“Khéng han, me to6i da ndm givdng suét mot tuan lién, tim
ctia ba ludn trong tinh trang khong tot, ban than me dudng nhu
cling cdm nhan dugc rang minh khéng con nhiéu thdi gian. Giy



me c6 thé dén vGi bo dwgce roi. O nai d6 bbé me sé lai la vg chong, me
cuw0indi voi toi nhu vay. Téi nghi dé lalinh cam ctia me. Nhin tw
goc do clia con cai, bon t6i thay bé me 1a mét cip vg chong rat
hanh phtic va yéu thuong 1an nhau.”

Mot 1an nita toi lai quay sang nhin Muchan.

“Vay 4, mdi quan hé vg chong ctia bd me c6 rat tot sao?”

“Pung viy, rat tot. Me toila con gai cua chiinha, b6 t6i la con
nudi nhung quan hé cta ho rat tot. i dau hai ngudi cling di
cung vdi nhau. Mot cap vg chong nhu vay that dang ghen ty phai
khong? Ngay cd em gai toi ciing thudng hay ndi vay. Sau khi bd
t6i qua ddi vi bénh xuat huyét nio, me toi da suy sup suét mot
thoi gian dai. Me rat it khi ra ngoai, do do thai glan ranh roi la
ba viét thu cho Naha. T6i nghl day 13 niém vui cfia me. Nhitng
bitc thu me viét, toi cling muén doc thi nhu’ng me khong dong
. Chéac chan trong nhirng birec thu dé c6 noi dung viét vé bd ma
me khoéng mudn cho tdi biét. Khong phai toi tw ¥ doc nhung néu
dé la di nguyén ctia me to6i thisao?”

“Piéu nay khong thé dugc.”

Muchan kién quyét tir chdi.

“Theo nguyén tic néu khong cé sw dong y clia chinh ch
nhan btc thu thi nhitng nguwdi ngoai khong phai nhan vién caa
cong ty déu khong duge phép xem. Khi trd thanh hoi vién cla
cong ty chiing t6i, Mizumoto c6 trinh bay nguyén vong la sau
khi hgp dong chim d@t, hay d6t bd toan bo nhitng biic thu cla
ba.”

Muchan néi vdi giong diéu mang tinh nghiép vu. Sao
Muchan ciing c6 thé néi ra nhirng 16i nhu vay nhi?

“Thé a, ra 1a vay. P4 1a nhitng bitc thu ca nhan riéng tv va cé
1é chinh me t6i cling khong mudn cho con minh doc.”

Khudn mét phuc hau cta Akagi khé nd nu cudi. “Du thé nao
di nita, nd ciing kha thu vi nhi, cau lac bo viet thu v6i nhitng quy
ché danh cho héi vién ay.”

“A day la tai liéu phia bén chting t6i chuin bi. Néu dugc va cé
thoi gian, ¢6 hay xem qua nhé.”



Muchan lay ra mét phong bi thv mau xanh nhat va khé cuai
dau.

“Lan nay ching t6i dén day kha dudng dot, vi vy rat xin 16i
va mong gia dinh bd qua cho. Vé viéc tra lai phi hoi vién ma
Mizumoto da ndp, phia ching to6i xin phép lién lac lai sau. Mot
lan nita ching t6i xin man phép duwgc thdp nén nhang cho
Mizumoto.”

“Da hai ngudi chu dao qua, t6i xin chan thanh cam on.”

Akagi khé cii dau, dung lic do6 thanh &m cta chiéc khoa clra
rung lén, moét c6 bé dang ding liec nhin trém. C6 bé do6 cé 1é trac
tuoi toi.

“Me 0i, khoan da...” N6 goi Akagi.

“Pta tré nay that khong cé phép tic gi cd.” Akagi ndi.

Cudc ndi chuyén cta chiung toi gio da khong con bi méat nira
do canh ctta phong bi md. Akagi hén di déng ctra, roi quay lai
ngodi trudc mit chung t6i, tay cam phong bi thu. Phong bi
Mizumoto dung dé viét thw 1a loai mau tring cé chat lugng rat
tot.

“Pay chac la bite thu ma con gai toi da git. Hom trudc khi me
t6i mat, c6 16 né da quén méit viée duge nhd bd gitip vio hom
thu. ba tré do6 la con t6i va cing la chau ngoal ctia me. Khi tinh
trang stc khde ctia me toi chuyen bién xiu, né da ludn tuc trye
canh bén chidm séc ba. Vi vy sy ra di ctia ba 1a mét cu sbc rat 16n
danh cho nd, c6 1é vi thé né da quén mat bitc thu kia. bung la
khong thé nao khac duge.”

Giwti Naha Mutsumi

Tén cia Muchan dugc viét bang muc den.

“Xin hay mang nhu’ng bite thu t&i nha t6i, day 1a 14 thu cudi
cung ciia me nen t6i mudn dbt ching cling véi nhitng th khac.
Tram sy nhd cb.

M&t ctia Akagi dam Ié.
To6i va Muchan cung cui dau.



“Toan bd déu la néi doi sao?” Trén duong trd vé, toi da héi
Muchan nhu vay.

O thé nao nhi, dung 1a... phan 16n déu la chuyén hu cau.

Muchan vua lai chlep 0 t6 mau tra}ng vira nhin vai. T6i ngoi
ghé bén canh, phong taim madt qua tam kinh chan gié nhin ra
bau troi.

“Mizumoto c6 1€ da c6 mot cude song kha tdt va binh ling.
Khac hoan toan ndi dung dudgc viét trong nhirng birc thu kia.”

“Con gai cua chu nha, con nudi, cdp vy chéng hanh phic,
cugc song on dinh, dira chau luc nao cung lo lang cho ba, dugc
gia dinh quan tadm, cham sé6c cho t&i khi nham mat xudi tay...
bung la moét cudc song dang mo uée.”

“-U;.”

“Khong phai qua xa hoa nhung cudc song doé ciing khién
nhiéu nguwdi phai ghen ty. Mot cudc doi hanh phiic toan dién.”

“-U;.”

“Vay tai sao ba ay lai viét nhitng bttc thu ¢6 ndi dung nhu vay
nhi?”

Nhirng bi¥c thu tran ngip sy dau budn va y twdng giét chéc.

“T6i cling khong hiéu.”

Muchan bat chot phanh gip vi dén tin hiéu giao théng
chuyén sang do.

“C6 1é nao ba ay cAm thiy nham chan, mét mdi?”

“Nham chan, mét méia?”

“Nham chan véi mot cudc séng binh ling, hanh phic hay
sao?”

“Liéu c6 thé nhu viy khong?”

Nhu vy sao. Trong con nguwoi cia Mizumoto that sy dang
che glau diéu gi d6 vé viéc khong cAm thiy thoai mai v4i mot
cudc song yén binh sao?

Khong, chang phai toi rat mong mudén mét cudc sébng nhw
Vay u'?



“Vay thi vily do gi? T6i that sy khéng hiéu nhung c6 1é chinh
nhirng diéu nay da tao nén sy thu vi cua nhirng buc thu.
Mizumoto cung da khong con nita nén t6i chang thé nao tim ra
cau tra 10i cho thac mac cia minh. Thé nhung khong hiéu sao
Akagi cling dang ky, cha nhé c6 gai ay ciing muodn th hay sao?”

“Muchan...”

“Gica?”

“Bltc thu dé6 toi doc duge khong?”

Btrc thu cudi ciing clia Mizumoto, bitc thv ma ba ay viét khi &
trén giwvdng bénh Mizumoto viet gi vay? Tai sao lai viét veé
nhirng ngay sau khi da sat hai chong minh.

“Puge.” Muchan dong ¥ rat nhanh.

“Noi gi chw, Takechan cling 1a nhan vién cta cong ty ma, nén
khéng c6é van dé gi.”

“Nhan vién tam thoi cing dugc a?”

Tbi vira cuwdi vira ldy phong bi ra.

Nu cudi lap tie bién mat.

M4 toi ctng nhic.

T6i md phong bi thu mot cach can than.
M3 s6 van con nguyén mau do.
Mot con chim én bay ngang qua ngay trude kinh chin gio.



T6i dinh sé giét me.

Btrc thu bat dau nhu vy day.

Toi dinh sé giét me vi chi cé lam nhwv vy t6i méi khong bi me giét
thoi.

Blc thu dugc v1et bang loai gidy c6 6 chit chuyén dé viét chir
Nhiat, khong phai gidy viét thu’ binh thuong.

RAt lau roi t6i mdi duge cam trong tay loai gidy nay. N6 khién
t6i nhd lai thdi con hoc tiéu hoc. Twng 6 cht duge lap day bang
nhitng con cht tron tria, ngay ngan va dep dé - nhirng con ch
co lé dugc viét bang but chi 2B.

Loai gidy c6 0 ch¥ nhu v@y dung la rat hop st dung bt chi
loai den dam deé viét.

Toi dinh sé}gié@ me Vi chi c6 lam nhvt vay téi mdi khong bime giét
thoi. Me da giet bo roi, tiép theo sé dén lugt toi.

“Cau thay sao?”

Muchan liéc nhin t6i. P6i mit ma to, khong hé chép mot cai.

“Thiy sao 4, chang phai bay gio mdi chi bt dau doc hay sao?”

T6i quay ngudi di, tranh 4nh mét clia Muchan.

“Thé a, vay cau doc nhanh di.”

Muchan tic lugi, hanh déng ma t6i hoan toan khong thé
nghi d6 la cia mot ngudi phu nit 30 tudi, gidm doc mot cong ty
do ban than ty khéi nghiép.

- “30 tudi, khdi nghiép bang viéc mé coéng ty va trd thanh giam
doc.”

_Neéu thi tim kiém vdi ba tit khéa nhu vy sé c6 thé thay duge
mau ngudi trudng thanh nhu thé nao. Thanh thit ma noj,
chinh t6i cling khéng tudng twgng dugc nhung toi thiéu sé
khong cé chuyén d6 la mdét phu ni¥ véi guong mat tré con



(Muchan thinh thoadng van bi nham 1a hoc sinh trung hoc), dang
nguwdi thap bé (nhin qua chic chi nghi Muchan duwge khoang
mot mét ruoi).

“Mutsumi 12 mot c6 gai lap di, trude gio da c6 chut thay dai,
nhung luén ky quac khac ngu’dl ke tw khi sinh ra. Vi la con ut
trong nha nén duoc ca b6 va me rat yéu chiéu, song nhu thé han
14 khong hé tot.”

Pay 1a nhitng danh gia dai khéi vé Muchan ctia me.

Néu ditng tir géc do clia me - mot ngudi phu ni¥ da ting hoc
tai moét truong dai hoc quoc lap, sau dé tiép tuc hoc 1én thac sy,
trd thanh vg clia mot nhan vién ngan hang va dang giang day
vOi tu cach 1a giang vién phu giang tai trudng dai hoc trude day
minh theo hoc thi c6 thé sé cadm thay ky quic, b&i diéu dé vugt
qua pham tru ly giéi clla ba vé c6 em gai khong don gian ctia
minh. C6 em gai ay da bo ngang viéc hoc tap tai tru’dng dai hoc
quoc lap danh t1eng danh cho n sinh sau gan mot nam theo hoc
de du ngoan khap thé gidi thay vi chiu & Nhat. RoOi bat ngd cd gai
iy trd vé va lai bat ngd bién mat.

Vai nam trudce, trong budi 1é truy diéu 6ng ba di cé nhirng 10i
ban tan x6n xao khong hay vé Muchan.

“Viéc bd me mat sém ching phai mot phan cling vi con bé
Mutsumi dé sao?”

Bac Matsuno (chi ca trong gia dinh ba chi em gai clia me, me
t6i 12 thi hai) da néi nhu vay lac ding bén chd bon riva trong
bép. Khi d6, téi vin con nhd, ma ban tinh cda tré con thu’dng
khong thich nhitng chd tu tap dong ngudi, nén toéi da trén vao
trong bép, noi l<hong c6 may ai qua lai. Chinh vi vay t6i da vo
tinh nghe thay cudc tro chuyén ctia hai chi em véi nhau.

“B6 mét vi tai nan, me tit nho da bi bénh kinh nién, nhung
sao Mutsumi lai nghi chuyén dé6 chéng lién quan gi ¢én minh?”

T6i nhd khi néi ra nhitng diéu doé, bac t6i cé6 mdt cam giac dé
dang va thoai mai dén ky la, bdi bac vén la nguwdi thang tinh,
chuyén gi cling néi hét ca ra ch khong ngan ngai gi. Tinh cach
nay ctia bac chinh la diém yéu ctia téi. Tuy nhién vi la mot ngusi



thue té nén doi vGi bac ay nhitng viée nhu thuong cdm, dong
cAm v6i ngudi khac hau nhu la khong co.

Ve phan me t6i, ba khong han ghet Muchan, ma van kha yéu
mén, tran trong ngudi em gal it tudi hon minh. Me vn giau
tinh cdm, hon nita téi luén c6 cam g1ac nhrng danh gia, nhan
xét clla me vé Muchan kha tét. Piéu nay thé hién & viéc me dong
y @€ Muchan dan tbi ra ngoai. Khong chi vy, me con dé Muchan
gidi thiéu cong viéc cho toi.

Me cam thiy vui vi nhd ¢6 Muchan ma tdi da quay lai con
duong dung dan. Viéc ban than dang cham rai bo ra khoi cai hd
cia chinh minh khién t6i cdm nhén duogc rang da dén lic phai
sdbng mot cach that sy. Thé nhung bdi vi rat hoan nghénh viéc
me trd nén dé tinh, thoai mai hon v6i Muchan, nén nhit dinh
toi sé khong ndi diéu gi thira thai cd. Hon nita, d6i vdi cong viéc
ma Muchan gigi thiéu, toi cling c6 chut hitng thu.

Chinh Muchan di cho t6i hiéu rdng méi quan hé giita ngudi
vOi ngudi cling cé thé ton tai theo hinh thite nhu vay.

“Takechan, ddy di ra ngoai dugc roi d6, chang phai nén két
thiic viéc ngt déng hay sao?” Piy 1a ciu néi ctia Muchan khi ra
t6i ra ngoai, nhitng ciu ra ré kiéu nhu vay van con tiép tuc.

“Nay, c6 dugc khong vay? Cau sé la nhan vién chinh thitc ctia
cong ty ching téi. Vi thiéu ngudi nén cong ty dang gap doi chut
khé khan. Luong hoi thap nhung toi sé tra day dii tién lam thém
ngoal gid. Ngoai ra sé o tién trg cip khi vé huu cho nhan vién va
con duge déng bao hiém niva.”

“Thé a, c6 vé hap din nhi?”

“Hap dan ma, véi lai cong viéc kha thu vi. N6i that di, cau
cling c6 hitng thu v4i cong viéc nay diung khong?”

Tbi ¢6 hitng thi that, tuy khdng phai manh liét dén mic trao
dang cudn cudn hay bfmg lén s6i suc nhung né cang ngéy cang
trd nén manh meé ti tan sau trong tim toi. Cam glac nay cung la
bang chirng cho viéc toi da thie tinh khdi gidc ng dong dang
ding.



T6i chgt nhin ra khéng biét bdn than da tu giam minh trong
phong tir khi nao. Chi biét 1a thdi diém di ra 1€ truy diéu ctia 6ng
ba thi chic chan toi con dang di hoc.

Quang thdi gian giam minh & trong phong, cam glac vé thoi
gian cta toi dan dan mat di ting chut mot. Kha néng caAm nhéan
sy troi di clia thoi gian cling dan dan kém di.

That thoai mai va dé chiu.

Soi day thirng tréi chit cd thé toi dang tirng chut duge c&i bd
va dén khi khong con bi né rang budc nita, toi sé cdm thay thodi
mai hon, ngay ca viéc thd ciing nhu tiéu héa thitc &n déu tré nén
don gidn va dé dang. Giac ngu vi the sdu hon, cd bdp dang cirng
do cliing trd nén mém ra.

“Tai sao, tai sao vay? Ly do la gi ha Takehiko?”

Khoang thoi gian giam minh trong phong toi khéng con dén
trwong nta. Tw khi khong ra khoéi phong, nhitng 16i néi cia me
¢ viing vang trong dau tdi ngay nay qua ngay khac, lam t6i loay
hoay tu héi tai sao, tai sao co chu.

Tai sao, tai sao t6i ¢ thu minh lai nhw thé?

Me 0i, con xin 16i.

Ban than téi cling khéng thé tim ra ciu tra 15i.

D6 1a mot van dé nan giai trong sé nhitng van dé nan giai ma
khong mot cong thite héa hoc hay toan hoc nao cé thé 1y giai
dugec.

Chinh ban than ngudi trong cudc ciing khong hiéu dude, thi
that tinh 1am sao c6 chuyén nhitng ngudi xung quanh cé thé
hiéu dudc cd chii.

Trudng cap ba ndi toi tirng hoc khong phai 1a trudng chuyén
nhung chi it cling thudc loai trudng du bi dai hoc, khdng chi vay
truong cung co tieng la trudng coé phong cach, kha tu do. La
trudng tu thuc gop ca gido duc trung hoc va trung hoc phé
thong, cach nha t6i khoang gan mot tiéng di tau dién. Tuy nhién
khoang thdi gian gan mot tiéng d6 toi khong phai doi tau.

_ T6i chi 6 vai ngudi ban than. Khong han toi lung tung, vung
vé trong cac moi quan hé vdi ho, cing khong han bi vudng vao



nhitng rac réi ngé ngan, khéng can thiét, that tinh hay hoc tap
qua yéu kém.

Vay thi 1a gi, vi diéu gi? Haizz... Gid ma toi c6 thé duva ra cau
tra 1oi...

C6 thé 1a vi qua vat va. Néi cho cling, gia ma toi cé thé tim ra
dugc.

Sang hom d6, t6i md mét ra va ty nhi v8i minh: “Troi oi,
chiu hét néi roi.”

Trdi oi, chiu hét ndi roi.

Khi nghe thay chinh giong néi ctia minh, t6i lién nhén ra
rang minh mét méi dén mite khong thé ¢t dong co thé mot cach
linh hoat, thoai mai dugc.

Nhitng mét moéi tich tu qua nim thang gidéng nhu dat cat bi
don dong, ¢ lai & day séng lam can trd dong chay ctia nudc, kiém
ché cac ¢ dong chia toi.

T6i cam thiy nhu vay.

Tai sao viy? Ly do gi khién t6i mét moi dén thé?

Quan hé ban be chang‘? Hay t6i khong thé t1ep thu dugc bai
gidang? Hodc vi mat qua nhiéu thdi gian dé dén trudng?
Takehiko, d6 la toan b 1y do sao?

Me t6i ctt lién tuc lap di 1lap lai khong ngét nhirng cau hoi nhw
Vay.

That su, toi rat xin 16i me bdi toi cling khong thé tra 15i dugec.

Chi 1a t6i nghi minh c6 1é 1a d¥a dé cAm thiy mét mdi hon so
vOi ngudi khac. Co ban t6i ciing khong thich nhitng chd tp
trung dong ngudi. T khi con hoc mau gido t6i da ludn cé cam
giac kho chiu, khong thoai mai nay. Ky thuc, phai chang t6i
khong quen mot minh? Tai sao qua ntra ngay t6i phai & cung vdi
nhitng di¥a tré bang tudi minh. Cam giac dé that phién phiic,
kho chiu.

Vi vay toi da giam minh trong phong. Mot minh nga lung
trén chiec givdng, toi mat dan cam giac vé thdi gian, ndm thang,
thoi tiét. Théao soi day thirng d6 ra, trong téi thay c6 chut khoan



khoéi, thoa man v4i badn thin. Pau ngdn tay cé cdm gidc Aam am
va nghe thiy ca tiéng chay clia mau.

Hinh nhv mua xuén dén roi, mua xuin dén khién tat cd moi
tht dwong nhu tan chay, mém ca ra.

T6i nam trén chiée giu’dng ctia minh, hit mot hoi that sau,
sau do tif tir chim vao giac ngu. Nhitng ngay thang nhu vay ct
lién tuc dién ra trong suét nita nim nay.

_ “Takechan, day di ra ngoai dugc roi d6, chang phai cling nén
ket thic viéc nga dong hay sao?”

Pugc Muchan gidi thiéu tdi lam cho cong ty ctia cd iy, nén
vGi téi mua xuan nay sé kha tha vi. Chan tay, xuong khdép, tham
chi ca dau t6i cling dang bit dau nhe nhang ¢ dong.

Pay la thoi diém tuyét voi nhat tir trude dén gio.

Chang phai tinh cd hay sao? Phai ching Muchan da rat khén
khéo? Hay vi Muchan ltc nao ciing luén doi theo t6i?

T6i ra khoi phong va quyét dinh sé di lam. Trong dau chgt
nhen 1én modt y nghi ky la la sé lva chon quay lai trudng hoc.

Noi t6i téi lam viéc la ILL, cong ty cia Muchan. ILL la tén
viét tit clia cum tir I Love Letter.

Cai tén cong ty c6 vé hoi mang tinh qué)g té nén kha dang
nghi. Chi nghe tén théi cling da hiéu duge phan nao vé ndi dung
cong viéc.

ILL la cong ty kinh doanh dich vu viét thu, cu thé 1a trao d6i
nhitng btrc thu viét tay véi nhitng khach hang c6 nhu cau. Theo
nhuv Muchan - gidam dbc cdng ty - néi thi “Viét thu ciing ¢ thé
coila mét loai hinh céng viéc”.

Theo quy ché hcf)i vién, sau khi nop chi phi tham gia mcf)t
nam, hoi vién sé cé thé tw minh viét thy va giti téi cho nhénvién
clia cong ty ILL bat e khi ndo, c6 thé 1a hang ngay, tuan mot 1an
hay mot thang mot 1an déu khong thanh vin de.

Vé noéi dung, d6 cé thé 1a nhitng cau chuyen twdng tuwgng, hu
cAu; bén canh day, ngudi viét cling cé the st dung but danh
nhung ¢c6 mot dleu quan trong la nguoi V1et phai dam bao théng
tin chinh xac vé gidi tinh va dia chi thyc té.



Ngoai ra sé phat sinh thém chi phi khoang 500 yén mét bite
thu bao gdbm thué va tién tem.

Thoi gian hoéi am tiy thudc titng khu vue, chil yéu sé roi vao
khoang nam, sau ngay sau khi ILL nhan dugc thu, hoi vién sé
nhan dugc thu tra 10i. Tuy nhién, ciing c6 nhitng trudng hgp
thu bi mudn vi cac nguyén nhan nhu tai nan, thdi tiét xau nhu
bao, tuyet hay cac nguyén nhan khac.

Vi e moOt nam lai gia han mot 1an, nén ddi véi truong hop
héi vién don phuong ditng viée viét thu ma khong cé 1y do cu
thé thi sé khong dugc tra lai phi hoi vién da nop.

Trudng hop néu bén céng ty ILL nhan duwge phan hoi khong
hai long, bat man vé nodi dung thu trd 16i thi cong ty sé chiu
trach nhiém hoan tra phi héi vién. Tuy nhién néu phi hdi vién
déng mot nam da s dung trén sau thang sau khi ky hop dong
thi sé khong dugc tra lai.

Trong trudng hop bén ILL mudn hity hgp dong, cong ty sé
phai hoan tra toan b phi cho hoi vién.

Vé hinh thitc tra 16i thi co ban 14 bang gidy viét thu thong
thudng kém theo phong bi thu, nhung tiy vao nguyén vong ctia
héi vién ma cliing cé truong hop st dung buu thiép va thiép.

C6 nhitng khu vuc dic biét quy dinh phai g buu thiép cé
anh, trong trudng hop dé tién phi sé ting lén.

Vao nhiing dip sinh nhat hay Giang sinh, cong ty ILL con co
dich vu gti thiép chic mirng dén toan bd hdi vién cliia cong ty.
Pic biét 1a sinh nhat sé hoi khac mdt chat, vi hdi vién sé dugc
tang kem mdt mén qua nho nho.

Pai khai co ciu, quy ché ciia cong ty 1a nhu viy, kha tha vi
phai khong?

Qua that 1a c6 cong ty kinh doanh, kiém tién bang viéc viét
thu tay. Thue sy chi ¢c6 Muchan mdi cé y twdng kinh doanh nhw
vay.

No6i la cong ty nhung ngoai to6i va Muchan thi chi vén ven c6
hai nhan vién chinh thi&c khac. Ngoai ra con cé6 mot ngudi phu



ni¥ lam part-time mot tudn ba ngay ghé qua don dep va mot
nhan vién part-time nita 1am viéc khong c6 dinh.

Cong viéc rat ban ron.

Muchan tu’ng noi la nhu céu viét thu ctia moi nguwdi kha
nhiéu va qua ding nhu vay. Hang ngay, c6 khoang trén nam
mudi bite thu duge giri dén, bdn ngu’o’l chung t6i phai chia nhau
ra dé viét thu tra 16i. M6i nhan vién mot ngay phai chd nhan
nam mudi bite thu, c6 khi rai rac. M61 bite thu tra 1oi tdi thiéu
cung phal dai hai to glay nén néu cb gang thi trong khoang mét
vai gid cé thé thu xép dude. Tuy nhién, quan trong 1a phai doc
hét toan bd nhitng bte thu dwgce giri dén va dadm bao chic chin
viéc hoi Am. Noi dung phai ndm dugce dai khéi vi néu cé bd sét gi
thi lam sao c6 thé lién lac v6i nhitng hoi vién & xa.

Thuc sv ciing kha khé.

Thém nita, Muchan cung hoi khoa tru’o’ng khi néi rang
chung tdi c6 mot doi quan tinh nhué, Saeki va Mitsuoka (tén hai
nhén vién ni clia cong ty) 1a nhitng ngudi rat vu ta, xuit sic;
cach hanh van cung nhu chit viét thi khdi phai néi. Muchan da
nhin thiy t6 chat va kha ndng lam viéc chuyen nghiép cua ho,
nhitng bitc thw ho viét ra chit d¢dng nhv nui trong chiéc hop &
trén ban. Nhitng biic thu ciing duge Muchan kiém tra lai ting
btte, tirng birc mot.

Sang nay, khi dén cong ty, toi thé:ty mot nguwoi trong doi quan
tinh nhué 1la Mitsuoka dang thi tham to nhé chuyén gi dé vdi
Muchan.

“Chao budi sang.”

To6i cat 15i chao gidm dbc va tién bdi clia minh, sau d6 dén
phong bép nhod cla cong ty dé pha tra. Viéc pha tra va don dep
bubi sang la cong viéc cla nhu’ng nhan vién madi. Toi 1<hong han
ghét diéu nay vi ban than von ciung thich pha tra va ca phé. Cai
gidy phat mui thom bdc 1én that su rat tuyét voi. Vindilam viéc
toan phy n@ (tri¥ téi ra) nén trén ta bép c6 rat nhieu loai dé
uong, ngoai tra xanh con cé6 tra 6 long, tra den, tra thao moc, ca



phé... Céc loai cdc nhu coc udng rugu, coc thiy tinh, coc udng
tra cling dugc sap xép rat gon gang, dep mat trong ta.

“Takechan pha tra xong roi thi lai day chut nhé.”

Muchan goi toi. T6i dung tay va ngoanh lai. Muchan va
Mitsuoka chang cudi cgt gi ca. T6i khong muon qua dé vdi su
bat man nhung biéu hién ciing kha khoé chiu khi khong biét ¢é
chuyén gixay ra.

“Cau hay thit doc bitc thu nay di.”

Muchan dua cho t6i mét bire thu duge viét bang gidy c6 ké 6
chuyén dung dé viét chit Nhat.

“0, cainay la thuv 4?”

“U, day la thu Nobue nhan dugc, cau dgi chut.”

Rat hiém khi Muchan néi chuyén kiéu Gp tp md md nhu vay.
Nobue la tén ciia Mitsuoka.

Ho tén day dd clia ngudi nay la Mitsuoka Nobue - mdt ba me
don than khoang 30 tudi, da ly hon ti hai nim truéc, hién dang
chim séc hai di¥a con. Nét mit diu dang, phic hau, chi¥ viét rat
dep. Khong phai don gian chi la khéo tay hay nét chit dé nhin ma
thuc sy rat dep, rat hoan my. bugc tan mét nhin nét chi cua
Mitsuoka khién t6i kha an tuong. Tuy la chi¥ v1et tay nhung no
dep dén mwc khién ngudi khac phai nhin ngdm mét cach say
sua.

Toi ¢t ditng sitng & d6, mit chim chim nhin vao biic thu.

T6i c6 v dinh sé giét me.

Ly do vi chi c6 lam nhw vay toi mai khong bi me giét thoi. Me da
giét o roi, vay nén lan nay sé dén gt toi.

Me t6i litc nao ciing say xin.

Ba citng dd giét bo toi trong tinh trang dang say xin.

Ba dd lam héng phanh 6 t6 cia bd.

Mitsuoka, néu me bingd cu thang thi sao nhi?

Ldn sau toi lai viét tiép nhé, tam biét.

Matsuo Ryusuke

Toi ngﬁr}g dau lén nhin Muchan.



“Cau thay sao?”

Muchan ngdi xuéng ghé, khoanh tay lai. Chiéc 40 phong mau
vang hoi sac sd lam t6i thay chéi mat. Trén 4o cé logo chit X-girl
hoi chéo chéo. bung that la mau me, hoa hoe hoa soéi.

“Pay la thu cia mot dira tré, dang khong nhi?”

“Pung roi, diva tré dé tén 1a Matsuo Ryusuke, 8 tudi, hoc 16p
ba.”

Muchan thu don, sip xép lai gidy t& dang lung tung, 16n x6n
trén ban. Muchan cling da xac nhan thong tin d6 v6i Mitsuoka.

“Pira tré 8 tudi cling dugc trd thanh hoi vién sao?”

“Puang r§i, cong ty co sb it hoi viénq 1a hoc sinh tiéu hoc. Hoi
vién 16n tudi nhat 1a mét phu ni¥ 92 tuoi.”

“Hoi vién clla cong ty phong phd, thudc nhiéu ddi tuong
khac nhau vay sao?”

“U, thé nén mdi c6 nhitng bite thw nhv thé nay.”

Muchan gat dau. Thai @6 héom nay cé gi d6 nhu dang dua
gion.

“Caunghisao?”

“Cai nay néu 1a do mot dira tré 8 tudi viét thi to6i nghi @6 1a
that.”

“Thyelané dinh sé giét me né 4?”

Cung co the vi tré con khong noi déi hay dua bon mAy

chuyén nay. Néu v1et kiéu nhu: Bo me t6i cii va roi danh nhau
dén chét thi phai taim muwdi may tudi méi ndi dua duge nhu vay.”

“Chéc chin khoéng?”

“T6i cam thiy dia tré dé dang c6 viét rat nghiém tic. biéu
nay thé hién qua noi dung cta bic thu. Pi¥a nho Ryusuke doé cé
lé dang néi that.”

Muchan va Mitsuoka quay sang nhin nhau.

“Takechan, cau da doc bao sang nay chua?”

Tbi ldc dau. Vi t6i chang doc bao, ngay ca ti vi hau nhu ciing
khong xem, dai khong nghe. Trong phong c¢6 may tinh nhung
t6i tham chicon chang buon dong tdi.



To6i van chura thé tiép xdc véi nhitng nguwdi ma mét mii, tén
tudi minh khoéng biét hay ai d6 trong s6 dong nhitng ngudi
khong dugc chi dinh.

Vi vay, noi la dé c6 thé thay dugc tinh cach thét sy cha ai do
thi du thé nao di chang nira cung can phai gap mit méi cé thé
cAm nhan vé con ngudi, giong néi, hoi thd ctia ngudi do.

“Thé sao? T6i c nghi nhitng ngudi sudt ngay giam minh
trong nha sé rat kém trong viéc danh gia hién thyc. Takechan
khong cé chi hudng thuc te, thue sw la khong c6.”

Néu 13 bac Matsuno néi nhitng diéu nhu viy, toi sé cAm thay
that nuc cuoi.

“bay, cau doc thi di.”

D¢ 1a td bao dia phuong dugc phat hanh tap trung & cac tinh
lan cn, hon nita cing chi gigi han mot s6 vung. Phia dudi c6
mot bai bao duge khoanh bang but do.

Mot phu nit bi ngd cau thang, dang trong tinh trang nguy kich,
hon mé bat tinh.

Vao litc hon 11h dém ngay . thang... tqi dia chi 3-3-2 Sakagami-
cho, thanh phd... hang x6m gan nha ciia mot ngwdi phu nit tén la
Toyoka Matsuo (38 tudi) dd nghe tiéng khoc ctia mot dita tré phat ra
tit nha ctia ba dy. N gm’dl nay phdt hién ra rang Matsuo va con dang
ruot dudi nhau vi vay da thong bao cho canh sat qua sb dién thoai
119. Matsuo do bi mat thang bang nén da nga tir trén cau thang
xudng, cd thé biva dap manh, hién tai bénh tinh khéd nghiém trong,
khong con khd ndng nhdgn thire.

Matsuo dang sdng véi con trai ca.

“Ngudi phu ni¥ tén Matsuo nay la...”

“U, 1a me cia Ryusuke, chac chén 1a vay, khong thé nham
duoc vidia chila m6t ma.”

“Chuyén nay nghia la sao?”

“Cau nghiné nghiala thé nao?”

‘Téi vra nhin bife thu, vira nhin bai bao roi kéu lén, nép nhin
xuat hién noi an dudng.



“Muchan nghi la chinh dra bé tén Ryusuke d6 da day me né
sao?”

“Ngudi me d6 chuwa chét, nhung dang bi thuong nghiém
trong.”

“Chang phai tinh trang dang nguy kich va cé thé chét hay
sao?”

“Ciing c6 kha ning day.”

C6 kha nang da chét r6i w, ding 1a cach néi clia Muchan
khong thé nham 1an di dau dugc, toi c6 thé thiy duge sv phién
muon ctia Muchan.

“Ryusuke trd thanh hoi vién cta cong ty tir khi nao?”

“Twmua xudn nam nay. Khi viét thu cho nhitng ngudi khong
quen biét t6i thiy rat hoi hop. Cho dén nay, hinh nhv t6i da viét
dugc bon bic thu.”

“Cau kha thé coma.”

“Binh thuwdng théi, vi 1a hoc sinh tiéu hoc nén téi thiay kha
hoi hop, lo lang.”

“N6 biét dén ILL nhu thé nao nhi?”

“Cé1é1a nghe ai d6 néi, qua truyén miéng y.”

Muchan c6 chut ngic ng. ILL khong tuyén truyén rong rai
dé dugc biét dén. Ngoai ra cing khong phat td roi, khong giri
mail hay tryc tiép dén nha ngudi khac d€ gidi thiéu bao gig. Viy
mot dita tré 8 tudi lam cach nao biét duge. Nghe ai d6 néi uw? Co
vé khong dang lam. Toi c lién tuc dat ra nhitng cau héi.

“Vé phi hoi vién thi lam thé nao, né dau cé ré.”

“Duéi 15 tudi, sé dugc gidm mot nra va ciing khong phai tra
cac chi phi khéc, nhu’ng dl’mg that 1a khong ré.”

“Ptra tré do co v1et 14 14y tién mirng tudi tra. Khong chuyen
khoan ma cho tryc tiép vao phong bi cling véi btre thu né gii lan
dau tién.”

bung luc d6 Mitsuoka noéi xen vao. Mitsuoka 1a ngudi cu xt
ding muc, thudng hay cé y kién phan doi. Muchan thi hé hao
nghiém tuc.



“Vi 1a hoc sinh tiéu hoc nén chdc chan khong thé chuyén
khoan tién duogc.”

“Vay thi rd rang bd me né ciing chang lién quan gi?”

“,fJ’, viéc Ryusuke trd thanh hoi vién cta cong ty c6 kha ndng
1a bd me né ciing khéng biét.”

Hom nay Muchan cé vé thich dung tr “c6é kha nang”.

“Blc thu trude d6 cia cau bé thisao?”

Mitsuoka hwéng anh mat vé phia toi trude cau hoi téi dua ra.

“Nhitng biic thu ciu bé viét c6 ndi dung khéng,mﬁy tich cue.
Thudng la ¢ trudng khong vui, c6 ban cung 16p bat nat, me hay
vé nha mudn nén thudng phai &n com mot minh, ngay ca khi bi
cam thi me van ban ron vdi cong viéc, van di lam nén cam thay
rat co don... Pay la toan bd nhitng gi dugc cau bé viéet trong
thu.”

Mot phong thu mau tra kha to duge duwa cho toi va toi dugc
bao la c6 thé doc chung.

“Takechan, di thoi.”

To6i nhin qua phong bi, Muchan thi ding day.

“Pi 4, d¢én nha Ryusuke sao?”

Toi thic méc chuyén dén ma khong bao trude, thi Muchan
gat dau manh mot cai.

Pbi vdi toi, hanh dong d6 chang cé nghia Iy gi.

“Pung la c6 chut lo lang Ryusuke 1a hoi vién cta cong ty

ching ta, nén néu thuc té va nhu’ng gi viét trong thu glong nhau
thi ching ta khéng thé bd mic d&a tré d6 mot minh duge.”

V6i tinh cach cia Muchan thi ding 1a khong thé bd mic nhw
vay dugc.

“T6i di thay 4o rdi ra xe, Takechan ciing chuén bi di nhé.”

“T6i biét roi.”

“Xin 161, nhung 1an nay té6i phu trach duge khong?”

Mitsuoka git dau.



“U, duge chir. Saeki vi con con qua nho nén khong thé di xa
dugc. Vay nén nhitng lic nhu thé nay, nhd ca vao Takechan. Hay
lién lac v6i nhéan vién part-time budi chiéu dé ho dén trg gidp.
Ve viéc tra 15i thu ctia nhitng hoi vién mdi, tat ca giao cho t6i la
duge.”

“Vang.”

“Néu tién do cong viéc tra 10i thu chiam, toi sé lién lac. Cling
t&i gid dén nha tré dén con roéi, nén toi vé day. Nhd ciu dit hang
van phong pham trudc budi trua nhé.”

“Vang.”

Muchan nhanh chéng dwa ra chi thi. Ptung 1a ¢6 tu chit quan
ly.

Liéu do6 c6 phai la an twgng vé ngudi phu nit clia cong viéc
khong nhi? Chiéce 40 phong X-girl c6 vé khong hgp 1dm. Du sao
di nira toi dugc tuyén dung vao déy ciing chinh vi nhitng lac nhu
thé nay ma.

“Takechan, cach hanh vin clia ciu phai néi la xuat ching
day. N6 rat hop véi cong viée clia cong ty, lam viéc & day ciu sé
phat huy dugc 100% kha nang d6 ctia ban than.”

“Quan diém tuyét voi. Tuy nhién toi cling co chut ban tam.
N6 khong phailalo ling, ma c6 1614 sy hiéu ky.”

Hiéu ky?

Thé 4? Trong con ngudi toi vﬁn con ton tai nhitng th nhu
vay. Va c6 1é nhd Muchan, né sé dan tai sinh trd lai.

Phai ching Ryusuke 8 tudi thit sw da giét hai me ctia minh?
Hay nhitng bitc thu chi la do cdu bé tv twdng twgng ra, viéc me
cau bé gap tai nan ciing chila tinh co.

Hay la... Hay la... C6 diéu gi khéac nita.

Hay la...

Muchan 14i xe ¢ chiit hoi mat tip trung. Pén Sakagami, toi
c6 ve hoi say xe, chac vi da tranh thf doc thu ctia Ryusuke lic
ngoi trong xe.

“Lacainha dé.”



Muchan dap phanh xe.

Nha Matsuo nam trong mot khu phé kha yén tinh, khong
qua to nhung dugc xay dung theo phong cach hién dai kha dep.

Clta cOng, clra ra vao, clra s6 toan b0 déu dong chic chan nén
moi nguwdi hoan toan khéng ai ch1 y dén. Thé nhung khong chi
c6 nha cua Matsuo ma nhiing nha xung quanh cing yén tinh
nhu vay vao budi sing nhitng ngay binh thudng. C6 ve trong
nha khéng cé nhiéu nguoi.

“Khong thiy cé canh sat.”

“Co6 1€ canh sat nghi day khéng phai mot vu an gi ca, don gian
l1a Toyoka say xin nén bi trugt chan va nga théi.”

“Cai nay cau nghe t ai vay?”

“Onishi.”

“Ai cd, ngudi d6 1a thé nao?”

“Ky gia thuoc ban xa hoi clia toa soan bao nay.”

Muchan cam td bao trong tay.

“Nay, t6i c6 ngudi quen lam viéc  toa soan bao dd. Ban trai
cli ciia toi, chung t6i tirng hen ho hoi con hoc cap ba.”

“Nghe ndi ban trai ci cia Muchan ¢6 ngudi lam ¢ Bo Giao
duc, Van hoéa, Thé thao, Khoa hoc va Cong nghé, cé ngudilam &
ngan hang.”

“bung dung, nao la cong an tinh, nha xuat ban 16n, luit su,
cht quan rugu déu co het.”

“Thé tém lai Muchan tirng cé bao nhiéu ban trai viy?”

“Rat nhiéu, ho déu la nhitng ngudi dan éng tot va da gitp dd
toi rat nhiéu. Bon ho luc nao cing t6 ra minh la dan 6ng con
trai, nhung trude mat toi lai thé hién ban chat dang xau ho. Nhu
vay c6 dang yéu khong chi?”

“Ban chat dang xau hd?”

“Céi nay 1a bi mét nhé. Cau tuyét d6i khong dugc tiét 16 ra
ngoai. Tuyét doi khong dugc noi cho bat ky ai, vi toi da hira voi
nhi*ng ngudi do6 roi. Va lai ciu cling 1a nguwdi kin miéng nhi. Khi



can thiét moi ngudi sé hgp tac, gitp dd toi vi ho rat cdm kich toi
ma. Hihi.”

Khong 16 nao Muchan lai de doa miy ngudi ban trai do.

“Theo nhu Onishi thi cé vé Ryusuke tam thoi sé dugc ba noi
nhan cham séc.”

Me dad giét b, lan nay sé dén gt toi.

Cau van d6 vuot ra ngoai tam tri va suy nghi cua toi.

“Bd ctia Ryusuke qua ddi vi tai nan giao thong. Nghe néi 1a 14i
xe trong luc dang ngu gat, sau d6 dam vao tudng trén dudng cao
toc va tf vong ngay lap tire.”

Muchan da ndi vdi téi nhuv vay. Théong tin nay co 1€ ciing do
Onishi cung cap.

“Piéu d6 khong c6 nghia 12 me ciu ay da giét bd ciu dy gidng
nhu trong thu da viet.”

“Pung 1a kha ning nay rat thip.”

“Thé nhung néu thé, tai sao Ryusuke lai viét nhitng diéu nhu
vay trong thu ch? Théat sv chuyén nay c¢6 tin dugc khong?”

“Tai sao vay nhi? V@i chuyén nay, t6i ciing thiy kha lo ling...
Liéu c6 dung vay khong? Phai gdp tryc tiép ngudi trong cudc
md&i héi duge. Nghe ndéi Ryusuke hau nhv khong chiu néi
chuyén vdiai ca. Cé vé bi dang tri.”

“Piéu nay ciing do Onishi néi sao?”

“Pung vay. Onishi madi két hon, vo ciu iy lay ta.”

“Vg anh ta dang lam viéc tai bénh vién ma Toyoka diéu tri
sao?”

“Khong c6 chuyén trung hgp vay dau. Vg cau iy dang lam
viéc tai mot bénh vién lién quan dén tai mii hong. Nhung
Onishi da di gap Ryusuke. Ba ciia Ryusuke c¢6 quen v&i Onishi vi
hai ngudi trude day tirng gap go va biét nhau.”

Ngudi dan 6ng mdi két hén dang bi ban gai cti nhd va (hay bi
de doa) vi ngudi ban gai doé biét duge diéu dang xau ho cia anh
tasao?



Cho du 1a nhd va hay de doa gi thi ciing khong thé tir choi
dugc hay sao?

C6é mot ngudi dua thu véi chiéc xe may mau doé chot xuat
hién trudc mat toi.

Hom thu c@ia nha Matsuo duge dit ngay & cong va cé tén 1a
“Mori no Ue”. Trén hom thu mé phong ngoi nha nhé cé vé nao
la c1 nao la chim non. Ngudi duva thu quen tay nén da ném duoc
ngay thu vao hom Mori no Ue. Nhitng bttc thu Mitsuoka viét
chic cling dude gi dén nhu vay.

Muchan xudng xe, nhanh chéng tién lai chd hom thu. Toéi
cling theo sau. Muchan dat tay 1én hom thuw Mori no Ue, bat ngo
nhic 1én va lay buu phim trong dé ra.

“Muchan, chuyén d6 khong dugc dau.”

“Caigica?”

“Viéc Muchan lam khong phai cling gidng in trdm sao? Néu
bi trinh bao canh st thi sé bi bat d6.”

“Puing 1 ciing c6 kha ning 4y, du sao di nita...”

Muchan nhin xung quanh.

“Yén tinh nhi, cAm giac giéng nhu thanh phd ma vay.”

“U, chdcla c6 nhiéu gia dinh ma ca nha moi nguwdi ciing nhau
di 1am kiém sdng. Véi lai vao gid nay, bon nhd van con dang di
hoc, nén c6 thé khong c6 ai 3nha.”

Néu quay lai truwdng hoc, chic chén lic nay toi cing dang ¢
trudng, mic dong phuc ngodi trén chiée ghé trong phong hoc,
chay qua san bong va nd dua vdi ai d6 & hanh lang. Khéng duoc,
du thé nao ciing khong twdng tugng duge. Vi toi cai noi goi 1a
trudng hoc ay that sy khong pht hgp vdi toi, nhitng th ma toi
thuong chd dogi méi khi dén trudng déu khong nhv ¥ mudn.

“Nay, may ngudi nay...

Bong mot giong noi glan dit cAt 1én tir sau lung chiing t6i, sac
nhon dén mitc khién t6i cAm thay dau.

“May ngudi dang lam gi § day vay?”

Chung t6i ngoanh lai.



M6t nguwdi phu nit trung nién trong kha gay dirng phia sau
chang toi.

Ngu’dl nay chac khoang sdu muoi mAy tudi, mai téc trang ndi
bat va nhu’ng nép nhin han 1én kha ro. Vi dang to ra gian du’ vGi
ching t6i nén nhitng nép nhin cang trd nén ro rét, noi bat.
Nhitng nguwdilam ra vé nghiém khac thwong trong sé gia.

“May nguoi 1a nha bio a? Sao lai tw tién mé hom thu nha
ngwdi khac nhv viy. Lam thé 1a pham phap, miy ngudi cé biét
khong?”

Nguwdi phu nit do trach c¥ chung toi.

Ngudi nay giéng véi gido vién chit nhiém t6i ghét khi con hoc
16p hai. Ngudi gido vién d6 ciing cé cach néi chuyén kiéu nhu
Vay.

Chung to6i hiéu ma, nhung vind lién quan dén vu tai nan lan
nay nén chung téi can phai tim h1eu buwu phdm c@ia nha Matsuo.
Chi c6 diéu, chiing t6i chua truc t1ep nhan dugce su cho phép cia
Matsuo ma théi. Chiing téi xin 16i va sé xem xét lai ban than.”

Muchan hu’o’ng vé ph1a nguwdi phu nit va cti dau xin 16i.
Giong diéu ndi chuyén cia nguwdi phu ni¥ cung thay d8i, chic da
binh tinh lai. Hon nita trang phuc ngu’dl do mac cung khién bau
khong khi c6 cam glac moc mac, gian di. Day don glan chila moét
chiéc 40 phong trang cd tron két hop véi 4o vest mau be, hoan
toan khéc chiéc 40 phong X-girl ctia Muchan.

“Chung t6i thanh that xin 16i.”

Nhan duge danh thiép tir Muchan, ngudi phu nit c6 vé thic
mic.

“Naha Mutsumi, ngudi dai dién ctia cong ty ILL.”

Naha Mutsumi, ngudi phu ni¥ d6 doc tén cia Muchan ma
miéng c nhv mudn can vay.

“ILL 14 cong ty hoat dong dwdi hinh thite gidng nhu cau lac
bo viét thu c6 quy ché danh cho hoi vién. That ra thi Ryusuke,
con trai cia Matsuo, cling la hoi vién ctia cong ty chiing to6i.”

“Caigi, Ryuchan 4, thé sao?”



Hai mit ngudi phu ni¥ d6 nhoe di, vé mat cau gat ldc trude
khong con nita.

“Ptra tré dang thuong, toi nghiép.”

“Ba biét Ryusuke sao?”

“Pung roi, t6i biét rat ré vi thinh thodng téi cé trong né ma.”

“Ba trong Ryusuke 4?”

“bung vay, hai ngudi nhin di, gia dinh d6 chi c6 hai me con.
Ngudi me di lam, t6i thudng xuyén vé mudn. Nhirng lac do toi
trong giup Ryusuke, cho n6 an toi va tam giat.”

“Caigi co? Ba dang 1a tot that.”

Muchan md to hai mat, t ra kinh ngac. P6 c6 vé khéng hoan
toan la mét tro dua.

_~ “CO mot ngudi t6t bung nhu viy & gan, v4i Matsuo ding la
rat tot.”

“Vi trude day toi tirng lam gido vién § trudng tiéu hoc mot
th(?i gian dai, nén nhin thay dira bé t6i nghiép nhu vay toi khong
thé khong giup.” Ngudi phu ni¥ mim cudi.

T6i nhun vai, vi phan ¥ng voi bau khong khi 6n a0 ma nguoi
d6é mang lai Iac trudce, cai bau khong khi lam t6i nhé dén nguwoi
giao vién toi cuc ghét trude day.

“A, khong 18 ba chinh 1a ngudi hang x6m da nghe thiy tiéng
khoéc ctia diva bé do.”

“Vang, chinh la t6i.”

Ngudi phu ni¥ vdn nguwe ndi. Trong cé vé kiéu hanh.

“Xin 16i, that 1a that 16 nhung ba c6 thé cho ching to6i biét tén
dugc khéng?”

“Vang, xin 16i, t6i 13 Sugimura. Tén day da la Sugimura
Haruko. Tuy la am Han ty khac, nhung cach doc thi giong tén
ctila moét n¥ dién vién noi tieng. Dé nhd phai khong?”

Sugimura Haruko, cai tén nay toi chua trng nghe qua bao gld

ca. Chéc d6 la mot dién vién thoi trude, tw rat rat lau roi.
Muchan chic chan ciing khong biét.



“Vang, thé a? Tén ba that sy rat hay.” Muchan nd nu cudi
trong kha ai.

“Sao may ngudi khong vao trong, dng & chd nay néi chuyén
cling dugc a?”

Sugimura cudi néi. Nu cudi cia Muchan ding la c6 kha nang
lan truyén cAm xtc rat manh.

“Thé nhung, nhu vy c6 phan hoi bt lich sy...”

“Khoéng sao dau, toéi van con doc than, nén cé nhiéu thoi gian
ma. Mdivao.” Sugimura vay tay moi ching toi vao.

Sanh, ban céng, phong khach déu dugce don dep rat sach sé,
dén mot hat bui cling khéng cé. C6 vé Sugimura 1a ngudi thich
sach sé.

“Ban thd dep quaa.”

Muchan vira bude vao nha da khen cai ban thd mau den dugc
dit & vi tri d6i dién cita kéo - noi than linh tran toa (that sy cé
cam giac nhu vay).

“Vang, d6 1a noi dit bai vi ctia bd me to6i. T6i da phai chim séc
ca hai ngudi khi ho bi bénh.”

“Ca bd va me v, ba dung 1a mot ngudi tuyét voi. Thé ba phai
nghi viéc sao?”

“Khdng con cach nao khéac nén phai nghl viéc théi, vi bd toi
bi chi*ng mat tri nhd, me thi sttc khoe yeu nén thu’dng Xuyen
phai nhap vién. Cong viée, cudc song ciia téi ¥ &, cling chang con
cach nao khac.”

“Vang, nhu vy qua that khong con cach nao. Ba 6 thé chia
ra, thay phién chdm séc ca b6 va me nhu viy, toi thiy ba diung 1a
nguoi tuyét voi.”

Sugimura khé nd nu cudi.

“Vang, t6i cing chi lam tron nghia vy véi tu cach 1a mot
nguwdi con dbi véi bd me thoi. The nhung dé ciing la khoang thoi
gian dau khé nhéat ctia téi, may dia hoc sinh da khéc 1éc, néi vGi
toi: “Co 0i, co dirng nghi viéc.” Pén gid, mdi khi duwge moi dén



bubi hop 16p ctia hoce sinh, van ¢é da néi vdi toéi rang: “Co o1,
em thich coldma.””

Néu 14 toi, to6i sé khong bao gid ndi vay, tuyét dbéi khong.

“Thé a, ma cai bic tranh & ding d6...” Muchan chi tay 1én
tuong.

Trén to glay dugc chia lam tam vé mot nguwdi phu n voi
chiéc tap de, ch1ec chio ran va mét cai banh. N6 dugc ¢d dinh
trén biic tudng trang bang dinh ghim.

“A, cai d6 1a Ryuchan vé tdng t6i. T6i chinh la ngudi phu ni
dang nau an d6. Ryuchan la d&a bé than thién, tot bung. N6
thich vé tranh, doc sich. H6m nao Matsuo vé mudn, né lai &
sudt trong nha, thit c6 don dung khong? T6i thich tré con,
ching dang yéu va thinh thoang t6i cling cham s6c ching.
Ryuchan tirng néila thich t6i hon ca me né.”

Ca phé Sugimura pha, banh ba iy 1am thit sy ngon dén miic
t6i phai cAm than ma kéu lén “Oi...”

Sugimura van dang than vin, ké 1é chuyén ngay xua, cé chit
gi d6 nhv mudn thé hién, khoe khoang. Qua that t6i van chua
hiéu dugc, né lam t6i thay mat phu’dng hudng. Du sao cung c6
Muchan tra 10i, tiép chuyén ba ay nén t6i chi im ling va in banh.
Néu néi la dang thanh thoi ciing phai.

~ Nghé thuat néi chuyén cia Muchan thi khoi phai néi: vira
ling nghe vira c6 thé dwa ra nhitng cau hdi ngén gon nhung mau
chot. T6i kéo cau chuyén clia Sugimura ma ban than dang cam
thay mat phvwong huéng di vao ndi dung chinh.

Nb6i dung chinh ctia cau chuyén tit nhién phai lién quan dén
Matsuo Ryusuke.

Khong biét 1a Muchan gidi du d6, dan du hay tu ban than
Sugimura da muon noi cho ngwdi nao dé nghe, du thé nao cing
dugc. Sugimura no6i chuyén rat tron tru Iwu loat nén trong vong
chua day ba muoi phut, Muchan da biét dugc kha nhiéu thong
tin nhv Sugimura van dang doc than, va tirng c6 thoi gian tac
true sudt bén bd me dé chim séc khi ho bi bénh. Hon nita, ba ay
cling ting cham séc Ryusuke. Toyoka lam viéc ban thgi gian tai



mot van phong vé cd van thué, thich uéng rugu, thu’dng Xuyén
say xin khi vé nha. DPac biét vao ngay Chu nhat cuodi thang,
Toyoka nhat dinh phai ubng rugu roi méi veé (V1 lam viéc ban
thdi gian nén vao thit Sau, th Bay, Chu nhat, tht Hai, Toyoka
déu dugc nghi. Hom qua, ngay Toyoka bi nga cau thang ciing
chinh la ngay Chti nhét cuoi cfmg clia théng)

Nha chong ctia Toyoka va ba a 4y c6 mbi quan hé khong tot 1dm
nén ba 4y hau nhu khong veé dé..

_ “C6 1€ Ryusuke thinh thoang bi me danh vi t6i thiy c6 may
vét bam dd trén ma thang bé. Khong phai toi néi phéng dai dau,
nhu’ng do khéng khac gi ngudc dai ca, toi cam thé}y lo lsfgng cho
nd. Néu dau kho qua bat c¥ ldc nao né cung c6 thé bo tron khoi
nha, nhung ¢ do tudi ctia thang bé chic né dinh tu m1nh giai
quyét. Niém tu ton clia con nguwdi dwge nudi dudng ma..

Sugimura thd dai. Muchan ciing vay.
“Ba da ké toan bo su viée xay ra dém Cht nhat cho canh sat
chua?”

“Tat nhién roéi, néi thé nao thi ciing khong thé khong noéi
chuyen d6é dugc. Lac day t6i c6 cam gidc minh da nghe thay
tiéng clia Ryuchan Vi cé chut khong yén tAm, toi da th& dén nha
Matsuo, tiéng khoc cang trd nén ro rang hon. Ctra ngoai sanh
khong khoa nén t6i da lao thang vao nha va thiy Matsuo nam
song soai dudi chan cau thang, Ryuchan thi dang khoéc. T6i voi
goi xe cap cltu. Chuyén la nhu vay do.”

“Ba d lam dugc mot viée 16n ddy. Néu khong gilt duge binh
tinh thi chic khong thé 1am duge nhu vay dau.”
Sau khi khen Sugimura, Muchan ha giong xudng mot chiit.

“Xin 10i, con mot chuyen nita t6i mudn hdi, Ryusuke c6 tirng
né6i gi vdi ba vé nguyén nhan cai chét ctia bé cau be khong?”

“Nguyén nhan cai chét clia b6? Nghe néi 6ng ay qua doi vi tai

2

nan.
“Vang.”
“Khong, téi nhd 1a n6 khong ndi gi khac ca. Chila c6 tin don
rang sau khi chong méat, Matsuo c¢6 nhan duwge mét khoan tién



bao hiém kha kha. Vi vay phai ching c6 ngudi ghen ty nén da
lan truyén tin d6n khong c6 that...”

“Tém lai, vy nén mdi c6 tin don 1a Toyoka sat hai chdng
nham muc dich chiém doat s6 tién bao hiém d6 dl'mg khong.”

“U, 1a nhu viy d6. Néu Ryuchan nghe dugc dleu nay, chic
chan thang bé sé suy sup, mAt binh tinh. Nhung rét cudc néd
ciing chi 1a tin ddn vo cin ¢ clia ai day ma thoi, mot lic nao do
né sé tw bién mat.”

Sugimura lai thé dai.

Muchan ding diy ra dau. Chung t6i xin 16 vi lam phién ba
hoi lau, dén day chung toi xin phep a

“O thé hai ngudi da dinh vé rodi sao? To6i rat lo ldng cho

Ryuchan, nhung ciing khong biét phai lam nhu thé nao. C6 thé
ké cho hai ngu’dl nghe chuyen clia thang bé toi ciing thay thoai
mai phan nao. Néu cé van deé gi, hai ngudi ¢ viéc ghé qua bat e
ldc nao.

“Vang, ching t6i cam on ba.”

Sau Kkhi ch:flp\ tay trudc ban thd, Muchan va téi chao
Sugimura rdi ra ve.

_“Muchan, v kich do6 nham muc dich gi?” Sau khi rdi khoi thi
tran Sakagami, t6i lién héi Muchan. Ltc & sanh khi t6i dang ban
di giay, Muchan cé néi la quén mat khin tay rdi quay trd lai
phong khach dé 1ay.

“Pung 1a khong qua mit dugc cau nhi.”

“Pirng noéi doéi nita, tém lai Muchan quay lai phong khach dé
lam gi?”

“Pé xem lai btte tranh.”

“Blfc tranh, bic tranh ctia Ryusuke ha?”

“U, dtng roi.”

“Thé sau khi xem lai, Muchan c6é phat hién ra diéu gi
khong?”

“Trén buc tranh c6 ghi chi¥ me. O dang sau td giay vé tranh
c6 ghi chi¥ me bang but sip mau dé. Blic tranh d6 khéng phai vé



Sugimura ma la vé Toyoka.”

Chuoéng dién thoai reo, Muchan dirng xe nghe dién thoai.

A 16, Onishi a. C6 chuyén gi vay?... That vy sao? U U, toi
hiéu r6i. Cam on nhé. U... thi ra la vay. THt qua c6 gitoilién lac
sau nhé. Cai gi co, tha th roi 4? U t6i hiéu roi, lién lac sau nha.”

Vira ngit dién thoai, Muchan da vong tay lai lam chiéc xe
chuyén huéng hinh chit U.

“Quay lai sao?”

“Quay lai.”

“Théa.”

“C6 chuyén gl mudn ndi sao?”

“Hoan toan khéng cd.”

Nam phut sau chiing t6i da ding ¢ sinh Sugimura.

“Sao vay, hai ngudi dé quén do a?”

Sugimura vira néi vira té vé ngac nhién.

“Ba Sugimura...”

Muchan tién lén mot bude téi trde mit Sugimura.

“Ba chinh 1a nguwdi khién Toyoka bi nga cau thang dung
khong?”

“Caigico?”

Sac mit Sugimura thay d8i nhanh chéng, chuyén sang dé
bung 1én.

“Naha, c6 dang néi gi vay? Pau cd c6 van dé a?”

X “Ryusuke da thu nhan roi. N6 vira khéc vira néi véi ba néd
rang: “Chau da giét me”.”

Sugimura c¥ dong miéng nhuwng khong néi nén 10i.

“Canh sat dang trén duwdng dén diy, Ryusuke chinh 14 hung
thi. Cho du né khong phai nhén sy trng phat cua phap luat
nhung c6 1€ ca doi no sé bi mang tiéng la dwa con giét me. PO sé
1a vét thu’dng 1ong rat 16n cha Ryusuke, vét thu’dng nay sé am

anh no ca cudc doi. Sugimura, ba thiy nhu vay cé duge khong?
Ba c6 muodn chi*ng kién diéu nay khéng?”



“Thoi di.”

Sugimura bit tai lai, ngdi phich xuéng.

“Ba phai nghe, ba khong nghe khong dugce, téi phai néi.
Nguoi hai Toyoka khong phai Ryusuke, ma la ba phai khong?”

Sugimura van ngdi nguyén nhu viy, khong tra 15i. Toan than
mém nhiin, run ray.

“Tam buu thiép.”

“Caigi?”

“T6i dd nhan dugc tam buu thiép. Vi ¢6 sy nham 1an nén né
da dugc gri dén chd t6i.”

“Tam buu thiép gi cho Toyoka, nhung bi chuyén nham
dung khéng?”

Muchan nhan manh. Sugimura git dau.

“Thinh thoang nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay van xay ra. Thinh
thoang théi, thé nhung tAm buu thiép d6 rat khiing khiép.”

“Buu thiép d6 la tit mot ngudi ban ctia Matsuo, trén diy co

viét rang toi la ba c¢6 toc mach, thich ché mii vao chuyén ctia
ngudi khac. Trong 46 c6 cau “Toyoka vat va nhi vicéo ba cd hang
xO0m toc mach nhu vay”, “ba c6 €7, “tu cao tw dai”, “phién ha”...
bay, nhu vay cé kinh khing hay khéng? Kinh khiing lam ch.
T6i trong nom, chdm séc Ryuchan, dua ra 16i khuyén cho
Toyoka vé cach day con, chi cho ¢6 ta cach lam me... Trudc mét
t6i thi khen ngoi, cAm on toi vi da gitp d& minh, rang co ta sé
hoc theo, thé ma sau lung lai néi xiu toi. Téi khong thé tha thi
cho ¢6 ta dugc. Khong thé tha thi... Ryuchan ciing khong con
dén nha t6i nhu trude. N6 noéi chd tdi chang cé gi thu vi ca. Hai
me con ho da cha dap t6i.”

Ba iy nhéc di nhic lai y “tu cao tw dai” roi thuyét gido cai nay
cai kia. biéu do6 dung la khé chiu.

Gia str 1a Matsuo thi cé 1€ sé im lang, than van vdi ban be.

“Sau d6 toi da theo doi hom thw nha Matsuo, nghi kiéu gi
cling sé lai c6 tam buu thiép khac néi xau minh. Cho du lam vay



cling chang sao vi § viing nay bu6i sing hau nhu khong cé ai. Vi
thé sé chang c6 chuyén ai d6 chat van hoi thim minh.”

“Nhitng btic thu dwgc gan véi cai tén Ryusuke la do ba viét
dung khong?”

“Dung vay, chi ctia toi rat gidng chit viét tay ctia Ryuchan, t6i
biét diéu nay tir rat lau roi.

bung la ty man. Sugimura dang ly giai 1ap truong ctia ban
than sao?

“Vi diéu gi ma ba lam nhw vay?”

“T6i khong biét... Nghe c6 ngudi néi dén ILL nén toi givi tai
lié’u. Sau khi s dung thanh thao, t6i da nghi sao minh khong
giét Matsuo. Ngudi ta sé nghi Ryuchan la hung tha. Néu la
Ryuchan thi cho du bi bat cung sé khong phai chiu tdi. Vi phan
boi t01 nén dau ho c6 trd nén bat hanh, toi cling ching quan
tam..

Sugimura lay tay 6m mit. Sau nhitng cau néi dé, cé 1é ba ta
da nhén ra s méo mé trong nhan cach cta chinh ban than
minh.

“M0i lan, toi déu 14y nhitng bitc thu gti cho Ryuchan ti hom
thu. Thé nhung vao mét ngay no téi da bi Matsuo nhin thay...
Ngay hom do, sttc khoe c6 ta khong dudc tot nén da nghi ¢ nha,
va tir cla sO nha minh, ¢6 ta da bat gap toi, cb ta doa sé noi cho
moi ngudi biet toi 1a ké trom. Chua hiéu chuyén gi, co ta da
khiéu nai v6i canh sat roi chiti bdi toi bang nhu’ng 11 1é rat kinh
khung, tham té. Két cuc la lan th hai t6i bi cam khong dugc
tiép can Ryusuke. Thit toi té ding khong? That\buon cuoi, toi
giup dd ho, vay ma ho lai c6 thé néi ra nhitng diéu nhu vay. Ho
trd on t6i bang sy ghen ghét. That suw qua kinh khiing.”

Sugimura duong nhu da quén mét toi 16i clia ban than, quén
di toi 4c cia chinh minh va chi biét trach méc Matsuo. C6 1é chd
nao dé trong trai tim ba Ay da bi sttt mé.

“Vivay ba da giét Matsuo ding khong?”

Giong clia Muchan tram xudng mot chut.



“Khong phai, khong phai, khong phai vay. Viéc Muchan bi
nga cau thang that s la do Ryuchan.”

Hoi thd clia Sugimura trd nén gap gap, sic mit xanh 1ét.

“pém Chi nhat, cé tiéng Matsuo di ra ngoal Cai con nguoi
nay co6 thoi quen ct Chu nhat cudi cung clla moi thang sau khi
bt Ryuchan di ngu cO ta sé ra ngoai uong rugu, that sw khong
c6 tinh tu gidc clia mot nguwdi me gi ca. Khi trd vé thuong da
khoang mudi gig, thang nao cling vay.”

Qué nhién la nhu vay, ba ta co 1é da thu’dng Xuyén quan sat
nha hang xém. Téi cd gang lang tai nghe va khéng tin vao mat
minh.

“Gan mudi gio, t6i dung chia khéa, md cira va 1én vao nha
Matsuo.”

“Ba cé chia khéa nha sao?”

“Vang, t6i dd muwon chia khéa clia Ryuchan roi lam mot caiy
nhu vay.”

Chéc gl 48 mugn, ma 13 dn trom thi dung hon. An trom, roi
1am mot chiéc chia khéa nhu vay, sau d6 tra lai ché cil.

“Toi trén vao mot chd gan cau thang ting hai, dinh sé ddy
nga co ta, toi phai trrng phat cai ngu’dl phu nt khong co phep
tic do, co ta lai dam chti mang ndi xau téi a. Khi Matsuo ve, c6
ta vira di 1én cau thang vira hat ngam nga; trong khi dé6 t6i van
dang nap vao mot goc t6i va khuat, im ling chd doi. Khi Matsuo
tién lai gan, tim t6i dip thinh thich. Luc c6 ta dang di 1én,
Ryuchan ttr trong phong lao ra trugc téi. N6 vira hét toang 1én
“Me 0i!”, vira nhao vao Matsuo. Chac han thing bé gip 4c mong.
Ryuchan 1a mét dira bé méi 8 tudi nén van con tré con, ngay tho.
Nhung cho du tdim hoén né cé tré con thi co thé, than hinh da
khong con la cua mot dira tré sd sinh nita. Nita dém, cong v0i
viéc dang say, nén khi Ryuchan lao dén, Matsuo ldo dao, mét
thang bang va nga ngu’a vé sau. Vi vay Ryuchan néi “Chau da
giét me” 1a dung. Va néu ltc d6 Ryuchan khéng lao ra thi t6i
ciing sé ddy nga ngudi phu nit d6.”



T6i va Muchan quay sang nhin nhau truwdc khi Muchan lay ra
chiéc may ghi Am siéu nhd tir trong ti quan ra va noi:

“Cau chuyén ngay hdm nay ching t6i 4 ghi 4m lai rdi, ba hay
ra ty thu di. Neu khong, ching t6i s€é mang céi nay dua cho canh
sat va n6i cho ho biét toan bo nhirng gi chiing toi biét.”

Sugimura vAn ngdi cti gam mit, khong nging dau lén.
Muchan md@ ctra ngoai sanh, ngoénh lai noi:

“Con diéu nay nira toi muon noéi véi ba: Matsuo da nhan thirc
dugc roi. Mong rang co iy c6 thé vugt qua duge. Nghe néi khi
tinh day, ti dau tién c6 iy noéi la goi tén Ryusuke.”

Trén dudng vé, ngdi trong xe, toi lién hoéi Muchan, “Tai sao
Muchan nghi ngd Sugimura?”

“Vi khi nghe noéi den ILL, ba 3 ay khong thac mac gl ca. Mot
ngu’d1 binh thudng néu noéi den cau lac b viét thu chac chan sé
hodi né 1a gi. Tuy nhién Sugimura lai khong thic méc chitng to
ba ay da biet ILL la cong ty nhu thé nao. Trong cau chuyén, ba ay
cung noi la Ryusuke ghét me minh, nhtng bc thu Sugimura
viét déu rat gidi thém thit. Do d6 truc gidc mach bao to6i la ngudi
nay lqlet toan bd ndi dung ctia nhitng birc thu.”

“0, Muchan nhu tham t y nhi?”
“Takechan thi sao, tai sao lai nghi ngd Sugimura?”

“Vitrong toan bo nhu’ng bwre thu hoan toan khong c6 mot 101
nao nhac den Suglmura ca. Néu 1a mot nguwdi ma Ryuchan rat
quy, ngudi cham séc yéu thuong thang be nhu vay thi toi nghi
chac chin né sé phai nhic d¢én it nhiéu. Sugimura che gidu ban
than quéa khéo 1éo nhung diéu nay lai khéng ty nhién, phan tac
dung.”

“U, truc gidc clla ciu cling tot ddy.”

“Yéu thu’dng, trong nom, cham séc Ryuchan nhu’ng cO 1é moi
nguwoi da c6 an tugng sai, hiéu nham nhitng viéc lam do6 cua
Sugimura. Néu 1a Ryusuke, c6 1é thing bé cling chi mién cudng
gap ba hang x6m thoi, ch¥ khéng phai nguogce lai.”

“U, c6 1é vay. Kiéu nguoi sébng nhung phai xac nhan dugc
rang minh c6 ich déi véiai 6.



Muchan thd dai. To6i c6 cam gidc khudén mat d6 nhin nghiéng
that xinh dep.

bién thoai cila Muchan rung.

“Onishia?”

“C6 1é vay, cau ta khong thé quén dudce t6i ma, khd thé day.
Him...”

“Cai d6 c6 vé khong dung 1am thi phai. Cau dang hiy hoai
chinh minh d6.”

Muchan cudi.

T6i ngoi bén canh khé chgp mét, cAm thay hoi mét, nhung lai
khong nghidén viéc leo 1én giwdng.

Con nguoi dung la tha vi that.

Vé nha, minh ¢6 nén ngd mot chat khong? Sau khi vé dén
cong ty, t6i sé uong mot coc tra sita nong.

bién thoailai reo.

Bob... Marley... (nhac chuéng dién thoai)...



Ly do ma nhitng bong hoa cam ta du’cjc h,ra chon trong 1 tang
co chuat g1 dé lién quan dén tén goi clia n6 chang? Liéu c6 phai
cam t( md phoéng mau sdc clia nhitng bd do tang, phia ngoai bitc
twong tran ngap sac tim? HOi trudng t6 chtc tang 1é 16n nhat
méi duge xiy dung ciing & gan dod, ti nha téi di bang 6 t6 mét
khoang 30 phit. Vi xa trung tdm thanh ph nén xung quanh van
con nhitng canh dong lia. Vao thdi diém nguoi dan dang canh
tac sé thiy nudce trai dai trén canh dong, nhitng chiéc 14 non méi
nhd rung rinh trude gio.

C6 chii chudn chudn bay luét qua trude mat toi.

Mot chil chim diéc & dau cung sa xubng gitta canh dong dé
tim kiém thitc &n. Thitc n ctia né chinh la nhitng con éch.

Eri rat thich éch.

Mbi khi bt duge chii éch nao, cau Ay lai rat vui.

“Tacchan nay, trong né dang yéu nhi?”

Cau iy dua cht éch vé phia toi va cudi. Con tdi, nhitng luc
nhu viy toi sé lic dau ngudy ngudy roi lui vé phia sau.

“Chang dang yéu teo nao.”

“0, tai sao? Tai sao viy? N6 nho bé va dang yéu thé nay co

ma.

Chu éch nhay ra khoi long ban tay ctia Eri, bam vao nguc t6i
khién t6i het 1én va lui mot budc vé phia sau. Chan tay toi lung
ting roi ngdi phich Xuong dat. Con éch lai tiép tuc nhay, nhay ca
1én tran toi. Eri thay vy lién cudi pha 1én.

“Hahaha... Tacchan dang yéu thé, gidng nhu chi éch viy.”

Eri van giit chti éch trén tay va tiép tuc cudi.

Toi ghét bi nguwdi khac cuwdi vao mait, cliing ghét viéc cudi
ngudi khac, cAm gidc nhu vay cé gi d6 ac y, coi thudng; hon nira



t1eng cuoi glong nhv Am thanh g1 day rat sic nhon xody sau vao
noi yéu dudi nhat trong long moi con ngudi. Thé nhu’ng lac nay,
toi lai khong c6 cam giac gi ghét bo. T1eng cuwoi clia Eri giong
nhu giot nuwdc dong lai trén phién 14 cay khoai. Tron tria, trong
sudt va ci lin 16ng 16¢, khién tdm trang clia ngudi khac ciing trg
nén thoai mai va dé chiu. Téi c& ngdi @6, say sua ling nghe tiéng
cuwoictia Eri.

Nhirng ky niém d6 1a khi nao nhi?

L&p sau, 16p bay chang, hay tir trude niva...

Khi d6, t6i va Eri song cung tang & cung mdt chung cu. Tinh
cach cé hai déu kha nhut nhé’g. V&i nhitng nguoi la, khong quen
biét, néu ho cudi va dua tay vé phia chung téi, chung toi sé khoc
toang lén. Néu d6 1a nhitng ngu’dl dan 6ng trudng thanh, chiung
t6i tham chi con khéc to hon va bam chit lay bd me.

_ Vi cd tinh cach gidng nhau nén hai da ching t6i hop nhau
dén la, c6 thai gian ¢t chdi voi nhau suot ca ngay dudc. Vi vay,
nhitng ky niém tudi tho c@ia téi hau nhu déu c6 hinh anh clia
Eri. Ngay ca bay gio cling vay. M6t thai gian sau khi giam minh
trong phong, téi c6 nghe dwdc cau chuyén ciua b6 me trong lac di
xudng dudi tang tim rira.

Hai ngudi dang & trong phong khach, hinh nhu dang udng
rugu, bia hay whiskey gi do6. T6i dirng ngoai hanh lang nén
khong nhin rd, nhung c6 thé doan duge vi nghe giong néi clia
me c lap bap, liu nhiu.

“bung la Takehiko c6 ve cling c6 tinh cach nhu vay. Pia tre
do6 qua that rat nhat nhat.”

“Cau chuyén nay tir may nim trude roi nhi? C6 thé khong cd
lién quan dén viéc thang bé nhiat nhat ngay tir nhd.”

“Co6 lién quan ma. ba tre do6 rat kém trong khoan giao tiép
vGOi moi ngudi. N6 ghét tiép xtc véi ngudi khac. Vi vay...”
Toi nghe thay tiéng thd dai clia me. Me tdi khi d6 thd dai
khoéng biét bao nhiéu 1an mot ngay.
“C6 bé d6 thé nao? C6 bé thudng dén nha ching ta choi y.”
“Koda Erichan 4?”



“Dung rodi, tén la Eri gi d6. C6 bé ay cling rat nhut nhat thi
phai. C¥ nhin thay mat anh la né lai khéc r6i chay mat.”

“Tai sao anh nhic t&i Erichan & day?”

“Thi viéc con chung ta c giam minh trong phong vi rut re,
nhuat nhat chang phai cling giong vdi c6 bé d6 hay sao. Anh...”

“Anh ding quat 1én nhu vay.”

“Anh cé quat gi dau.”

“Anh dang quat lén con gi. Van dé clia Takehiko chua hét

dau, hon nita dén anh cung quét né thi né lam sao tét 1én dugc.
Anh khong hiéu diéu nay u?”

Me toi néi trong nuwde mat gian glua lan nay toi nghe thay
tiéng thd dai ctiia bo. T6i ron rén quay ve phong, két qua 1a bo 15
vu di tam.

Vao mua xuan khi toéi va Eri lén ldp ba, gia dinh Eri da xay
nha & thanh phd bén canh va chuyen dén @6 song Khong phai
ganh dua gi, nhung gia dinh t6i c6 vé ciing c6 chut bi khiéu
khich va ghen ty, vi viy mot ndm sau bé me t6i ciing xay nha
riéng ngay tai thi tran minh dang 0, cach chung cv ct khodng
hai cay s6. M6t thdi gian sau khi chuyén dén nha mdiz toi cé
nhén dugc thu cda Eri. Hinh nhu me t6i da dua cho t6i tam buwu
thiép huwéng dan viée chuyen nha. Trén dé co6 dia chi va tén ctia
toi dugc ghi bang chit Han rat rd rang, chac chén khong nham di
dau dugc. T6i cdm nhén dwdc do co 1€ 1a Eri va thay vui vi diéu
ay.

Chi c6 thu Eri mdi cin than, trau chudt nhu thé. Ngay xua
lac tam 7, 8 tudi gi d6, toi va Eri déu rat thich viét thy va chim
chi viét thw mdi ngay. Tuy nhién hau hét nhitng bitc thu cta toi
déu la cho Muchan, thinh thodng ciing cé trao ddi thw qua lai
vOi Eri.

Du tré con nhung trong phong bi thu mau trang don gian
khong phai gidy viét thu binh thudng, ma la nhing to giay dugc
gap rat dep, hinh bong hoa (co 1é 1a hoa cAm ta cau) dugce lam
bang hai td gidy mau hong va trang V@i hinh cha éch mau xanh.
Erila mét ngu’d1 khéo tay nén gap gidy rat khéo va dep.



Khi m@ to gidy gap hinh bong hoa va chu éch ra, t6i thay mot
doan chit dugc viét rat ngay ngén.

Guti Tacchan.

Cau c6 khde khong? TG van khde nhé.

Chitng minh da la ban ctia nhau roi nhi.

Tacchan sao roi?

Néu chiing minh lai cé co hoi di choi vdi nhau thi vuinhi.

TG vt thich chai vdi Tacchan.

Phia ngoal phong bi khong thay ghi dia chi nhung néu hoi
me, toi c6 thé dé dang biét dugc, song tdi da khong h01 Eri la
mot cod bé khon ngoan, thang than, nén néu néi cau ay quen
khong ghl dia chi thi hoi 1<ho nghi, chéc khong phai quen ma la
vi cau ay co0 tinh khong viét. T6i da khong tra 10i thu d6 cta Eri.

Muchan dirng xe & géc bai dd xe.

“Vay mét tiéng sau, t6i sé quay lai day don cau.”

“CAam on, xin 15i vi 1lam mat thdi gian cia Muchan.”

“Gi cht, lai xin 16i nita, t6i da ndi bao nhiéu lan roi, dé 1a vi
toi cling c6 viéc & day ma.”

Muchan lam mat nhan nhé, khé chiu. Khuon mat do rat
glong tré con. Thét sy khé cé thé nhin ra ngwdi phu nit iy da 30
tudi roi.

Thang trudc, nhan vién céng ty ILL da td chite sinh nhat lan
th ba muoi cho Muchan. Pay 1a “su kién ky niém moi nim mét
lan” nén Muchan da thué mot phong trong quan rugu minh yéu
thich va thudng xuyén lui téi (Muchan thudng thudng thire do
ubng kém bira tdi tai day) dé moi nguodi ciing nhau tan hu’dng
bita tiée sinh nhat. Piéu khéc biét so v6i binh thudong la mén qua
nhd (cip dau thom va kem tiy da chét s dung khi tim) nhéan
vién cong ty danh tidng cho Muchan, banh sinh nhat dat gita
ban; 16i chic mirng ciia chi quan cung mén salad cu cdi, ci nau
chién ma Muchan rét thich; ngoal ra con c6 mét dia ca hoi co
16n. That ra chi can ba thi: qua banh sinh nhat, 16i chic la
Muchan da cAm ddng dén khoéc roi.



“Tuyét, vOi toi bita tiéc sinh nhét nhu thé nay that qué doi
tuyét voi. To6i rat hanh phuc, khong thé tin duge 30 tudi ma téi
lai cam thay hanh phic nhv the nay.”

“Muchan...” T6i dit coc tra 6 long xudng roi thi tham véi
Muchan. “Muchan néi qua tuyét thi c6 vé khong ding lam?”

“Cogilasao? O dau ch?”

“Khong phai, ma la cich s dung tit ngi¥ c@ nhw thé naoy...”

“Takechan, cau dirng qua bGi moc nhu vay, duge khong? Tw
vung y ma, chi can st dung nhv minh muon la duge.”

“U thi... Muchan nén chu y cach st dung tu ngu’ lam sao dé

ding vdi tiéng Nhat, khong phai lic nao cing noi thé duwge ma.
Chit Han nita, ciing tuyét do6i khong duge nham.”

“Cai nay khong phai la cha y trong cOng viéc sao, bay gio
dang la chuyen ca nhan ma. Pugc roi day.”

“A, U thi...

“Pung la vay con gi?”

ROi Muchan nang coc bia 1én, cudi mot cach thodi mai.
Muchan ddng la... Ban thin ludn c6 thé thay ddi dé thich nghi,
c6 1€ hoi khoa truong khi néi rang Muchan c6 kha nang thich
wng v6i hoan canh thyce té cao, nhung t6i van phai thira nhan
kha nang d6. To6i cling tirng tinh cd bat gap truong hgp cam thay
mo hd hon 1a néi “thay d6i dé thich nghi”. P6 1a su that.

Tuy nhién, khdi nghiép bang viéc thanh 1ap cong ty thu tin
ILL, dé c0 1ai thi vdi tu cach 1a giam d6c, Muchan sé phai rat cd
gang, vé ning luc va sy sang tao, trong long t6i that sy rat kham
phuc Muchan. Muchan qua that rat gioi.

Cong viéc Muchan lam gitp két néi nhitng ca nhan lai véi
nhau, d6 la mot y tu’dng tuyét vdi. BOng nhién toi cé cadm glac
rang chang phai nhd ¢6 Muchan, moi ngu’o’l trén thé gigi mdi cé
thé gin két lai vGi nhau sao? Muchan co thé néi chuyén bang
nhitng thi tiéng ma t6i khong hé b1et Muchan noi tiéng Anh rat
luu loat tréi chay, tiép dén la tiéng Bac Kinh, tiéng Han Qubc
cling c6 biét chit it. 6 cé 16 1a nhd nhitng thang ngay lang
thang day d6 sau khi bo hoc dai hoc.



Néu bdo Muchan cé quen biét Tong thong My hay Chu tich
nuwdc Trung Qudc thi chic chang thé nao, nhung c6 quen biét gi
vGi c6 van dic biét ctia thi twdéng hay khong thi that sy van con
phai ban khoan.

“A, ngudi do a? La ban trai cii clia t6i ma.”

Chi cﬁn\m(f)t cau noi iy théi 1a da thay sv lién quan giita hai
ngudi ho roi, vi vay rat dang dé luu tam.

Nguodi ban trai (dén dau néi that, tiv dau néi dua toi that sy
khong thé nao biét dugc, bdi qua khit clia Muchan rat phtic tap)

- “la ngudi tirng quan tam giup dd Muchan” hay “chi quen biet
don thuan nhung tinh ¢d hgp tinh nhau™? Qua that & dau co
Muchan thi ching bao gi¢ thay budn chian ma luén rat tha vi,
thi vi dén mtc thdi gian ranh dé cam thay budn chan cung
khong c6. Tuy nhién phdi chdng ban chat ciia t6i dé mét moinén
khi trai nghiém lén xuong nhitng cung béc cam xc, hu’ng phan
khich 18... co thé sé ngay lap tic trd nén ndng ne mét mai; viéc
cit dong cung thay kho khén roi e thé ngoi xom mot cho Toi
thiy tat ca ngudn lugng sbng trong minh dan yéu di, réi nhanh
chéng bi mét, trong réng hoan toan.

Néu la trude diy, ma tham chi ngay ca by gid, c@ mudi phut
t6i lai bi trach méng 1a “dita ludi”. Pén ban than t6i ciing khong
thé cam thong cho chinh minh, ma luén ty trach ban than “may
la d&a di dén dau ciing nhu nhuge, kém coi”.

} Thé nhung Muchan va cac nhan vién khac cua ILL lai khong
hé trach mang t6i. Ho ciing khong no6i nhrng cau khich 1€ hay
an Ui gi ca. T6i cé nén cdm on vi nhitng diéu d6 khong?

Ho ludn quan tAm t6i hon 1a trach méc, quat méng, Muchan
c6 noi khi qéng lwe ctia ban kém thi c6 cach lam viéc cla nang
lyc kém. Piéu quan trong la khi do néu cam théy né phu hdp vGOi
ban than, ban sé thay phan ndi dung cong viéc ma minh cé6 thé
lam @€ dat hiéu qua cao nhét.

“Thé nhung nhu vay khong gay ph1en phitc gi cho moi ngudi
ch? Phan cong viée clia toi c6 phai chuyén cho ai d6 khéng?”



“Céai nay chi tam thdi th6éi ma. Thé nhwng néu Takechan nap
ning lwong lam viéc cho ban than thi cé thé nhan trach nhiém
cho ca nguoi khac nira day. Khi minh cé mot doi canh du 16n,
ban than dwong nhién sé gitt dwgc thang bang.”

“Lanhu vay sao?”

“U, nhu vay d6.”

N6i roi Muchan cAm céc ca phé 1én va nhay mat véi toi. Ky
thuce toi cam thay hoi la, roi khé mim cuoi.

Trong bira tiéc sinh nhat, Muchan c6 nhéc dén chuyén nghi
hé khong biét c6 hoc sinh cip ba nao dén lam thém khong.

Trudce lic éy, Muchan da udng hai céc bia loai vira, ba cdc
regu Chuhai va mot chai rugu lanh. Tat ca déu dugc udng can
hét. N6i vay, nhung khong han la cb ay say. So vG0i moi khi thi
mit c6 dé hon mot chit, méom mép liéng thoing hon. Chi vay
thoi chi¥ khong cé gi thay d6i lam. Vé co ban thi Muchan khong
say. Muchan 1a em gai me tdi, ngudi ma mdi chi uéng mot coc
ruou thoi mét da do birng 1én, nhung titu lwgng thi that sy rat
tot. Me t6i va Muchan dung la hai chi em.

“Hoc sinh cip ba dén 1am thém 4?”

“U, bat dau vao ky nghi he, sb lugng khach dang ky ngan han
1a hoc sinh tang 1én. Sinh vién dai hoc cing c6, nhung hoc sinh
cAp ba thi nhiéu hon hin.”

Lan diu tién t6i nghe thiy chuyén nay.

“Thit sao? Hoc sinh cip ba ciing mudn viét thu sao?”

“U, sao cau lai ngac nhién nhv vay?”

_“U thi... chila cdm gi4c théi. Lai 6 nhitng hoc sinh méat céng
viet thu tay ma khong phai mail u?”

“Cé chit, nhiéu la dang khac. Clng khong phai cac mang xa
héi nhu Twitter, Facebook ma 1a viet thu tay. Tung chi¥ ting
ch¥ mot dugc viet bang nhitng d6 van phong pham st dung dé
viét thu.”

T6i cam thay that khong thé tin duge.



Hoc sinh cap ba c6 dién thoai di dong khéng hiém mét chut
nao, gibng nhu nh&’ng hoc sinh tiéu hoc hang ngay déu deo ba 16
sau lung di hoc vay (d6 1a cdm giac cta t01) Tuy nhién lai néi
nhitng hoc sinh cap ba iy dang say sua, cAn man viét thu thi
ding 1a toi hoan toan khong thé nghi ra dugc.

Muchan cudi pha l1én.
“B&i vi cAu chuwa nhin thiy dung khong.”
“Sao ca?”

“Khéc véi viéc st dung dién thoai di dong, viét thu vé co ban
c6 thé viét & nha. Hon nita khi d6 thudng chi c6 moét minh nén
duong nhién 1a sé khong nhin thiy dugc. Nhung khong nhin
thiy khong c6 nghia 1a n6 khong ton tai, ding khong?”

Khong nhin thay khong c6 nghia la n6 khong ton tai. N6i bdi vi
khong nhin thiy nén khong hin khoéng ton tai. Thi ra 1a nhu
vay. bung roi.

Tbi thiy ban than da dan bi thuyét phuc.

“Hoc sinh cap ba thich viét thu, chung rat thich thu 1a dang
khac. Thu’o’ng thi dung wng dung Line 1a d4, nhung c6 nhitng
dta mudn thé ‘hién nhitng diéu that sy quan trong, nhu’ng diéu
ma chiing mudn truyén dat qua thu. Khi ngoi viét, ddu 6c phai
suy nghl 1<h1en ching dan trd nén binh tinh, diém dam hon.
Néu mudn truyen dat diéu gi @6 voi ngudi khac mot cach chéan
thue, third rang viét thu chinh 13 cich t6t nhét.

“Ravay.”

“Ulavay do.”

“Thé thi dwong nhién ciing phai c6 hoc sinh cap ba,dén lam
thém dé viét thu tra 16i cho nhitng hoc sinh cp ba ay, dung
khong?”

“Pung la nhu vay.”

Muchan nhiu may.

“Chung ta déu 1a nhitng ngudi viét thw chuyen nghiép, vay
nén chang phai chung ta sé hoan thanh céng viéc d6 mot cach
don gidn sao? Takechan van chi dang nhin nhan van dé véi tu



cach 1a nhan vién hoc viéc théi, nén to6i thiéu phdi sau hai, ba
thang mdi c6 thé bt nhip véi cong viée.”

Trude hét phéi doc that kj nhitng bite thu, suy nghi vé néi
dung minh sé tra 16i (c6 khi phai md& cudc hop nhan vién, r01
dua ray kién cung thao luan), phai lva chon titr phong bi, glay
viét thu, dén vian phong, bé cuc btre thu sao cho phu hgp nhat.

Pay khong phai cong viéc ma mot hoc sinh cip ba cé thé lam
thém dugec.

“V6i nhitng hoc sinh lam thém, t6i chi mudn nhd ho nhitng
cong viéc vun vat, bdi khi moi ngudi ban thi sé khong c¢6 ai lam
nhing viéc d6 ca.”

“Mot minh dam duong clng tét thoi, nhung nhu vay sé
khong dua ra dwge nhiéu y tudng.”

“VAy nén c6 thém hoc sinh cap ba, chang phai tt hon sao?”

“U, hon nita lwong tra cho hoc sinh lam thém ciing thip

~ ”

nua.

“Tinh caly do d6 w?”

“U, mot ngay ho lam bén, nim tiéng ddng hd nhuwng cha nhé
trong thoi gian d6 chiing ta lai khong dwa ra dugce y tudng. Lam
sao c6 thé nhw vay ch? T sau khi tir chdi quay lai cai noi goi la
trudng hoc thi mic dit van nhd mat, nhd tén cac ban cung 16p
nhung t6i khong thé tim thaiy dugc d6i tuong dé cé thé mad 16i
moi ho dén cong ty lam thém. La ngwdi dat cau hoi ma Muchan
hoan toan chang nhd gi dén tinh hinh hién tai cta toi ca, nhung
toi thich thi t6ilam, khéng phai bdi da trd nén trad li, vé cam, ma
bdi té6i cam thay dugce tin tudng.”

“Takechan c6 vé khong yéu dudi dén muiic viée gi ciing can
nguwoi khac quan tam nhi?”

“Néu cb thé thi c6 mot c6 bé rat duge day, cd iy rat khéo tay.
La hoc sinh cap ba nhung qua cach gap thu ciing cé thé hiéu
dugc phan nao con nguwdi bén trong. Téi nhén thiy hau h’ét
nhitng bite thu ctia c6 ay déu dugc gap bang giay. Kha ndng gap
gidy d6 cé thé giup ich cho chiing ta.”



_ Trong dau tdi xuat hién hinh d&nh mdt cht éch. Khéng phai
éch that, ma la mét cha ech dugce gap bang giay xanh.

Eri.

“Muchan...”

“U.,’

“Mbt nguwdi nhu thé thi liéu c6 duge khong?”

“That u? Vay cau th néi chuyén xem sao.”

Muchan dua cbc regu lanh 1én rdi cwoi.

* %k %

Hom sau t6i dé lién lac v6i Eri. T6i tron biét trong phong va
khi toi dang thiep di, Eri c6 goi t6i mot 1an.

“Alo, Tacchan, la t& day. Koda Eri, cdu con nhé khong?”

Giong néi d6 khién toi c6 cadm gidc nhu hai di¥a chi vira méi
gap hom qua vay.

“Eri... Eria?”

“U, Er1 day. Lau 1dm ro6i nhi, Tacchan.”

“U, dtng la 1au 1dm rdi, chic phai d¢én mudi ndm ¥ chit.”

“Thoigian tréi qua nhanh vay sao?”

Toi khong cam thay la khi Eri biét s6 dién thoai di dong ciia
toi, vi cau ay co thé tim thay né qua thong tin trén Internet. Hon
nira téi va cau iy & cach nhau chi c6 ba ga tau, nén néu mudn biét
sO dién thoai cia m@t ngudi binh thwong ¢ khu vu’c}dé thi cﬁng
khong kho khan may. Ngoal ra trong dam hoc sinh cap ba, chi cé
t6i va Eri thudng xuyén bi bua vay tréu choc. Chung toi da gan

mudi ndm khong gap nhau nhung cd hai vAn c6 cAm gidc gan giii
than thiét dén la.

Va c6 ca nhitng diéu ky la khac nita.

bién thoai cua t6i luén trong tinh trang tit may. Khi tinh
day, xung quanh t6i tdi den nhw muec, lam to6i bi mat phuong
hwéng (t6i ltic d6 hoan toan khong cé cAm giac gi vé thdi gian),



vl v@y dé€ biet chinh x4c luc 4y l1a may gio, t6i ben vdi lay dién
thoai va bat ngudn. N6 bat chgt do6 chudng c nhv dang chd dgi
diéu dé vay.

Su trung hgp dén bat ngd iy trude va sau dé khong phai chi
c6 moét lan. N6 lam t6i ngac nhién dén lo lang s¢ hai. T6i nhay ra
khéi giwong va hét 1én.

Nhitng con s6 hién ra trong béng tdi bat dau la 080, sau do la
2399. T6i hoan toan khong nhdé gi ca. Tuy nhién téi van an nut
nghe.

Khong hin 1a vi ¢6 don bai tﬁt’nhié‘n t6i muén & mdt minh.
T6i mong dirng c6 ai lam phién dén giac ngd, khoang thdi gian
nghingoi, cling nhu sy ¢6 doc cua toi.

Mic du vay, toi van tra 1oi.

“Alo, Tacchan, la t& day...”

Giong ndi cua Eri vang vong - giong ndi cach day da gan muoi
nam roi.

“Pa mudi nim roéi nhi, thoi gian tréi nhanh qua.”

“Thé 27"

“Tacchan thay lau khong?”

“Sao nhi? U, cing lau ma.”

Im ling mot lae, Eri néi tiép.

“U, lau nhi. Nhuwng Tacchan chang thay d6i gi ca.”

Vi ghé sat dién thoai vao tai, nén toi nghe thay ca tiéng thd
dai ctia Eri.

“Khong thay d6i gi sao? Thé a.”

T6i khong thay ddi gi vi toi vAn mic quan short gidng nhu
muoinam trude. Sao day, c¢6 chit gi d6 cdm thong sao?

“Cau gidi that day.”

Eri néi trong tiéng thd dai.

“Khong thay doi gi ding 1a gidi that. Xung quanh té khong cé
ai nhu vay ca.”



“Thé nhung khong thay doi gi chi la suy nghi vy théi. Néu la
Tacchan thi khong thé khong thay doi phai khong?”

T6i cam théy\gi(_)ng néi ctia Eri nhoé dan va yéu di. Phai ching
vi cau ay 16n r6i? Khi 16n lén, cham mat nhau thi cach noi
chuyén cling ci*ng ran hon. C6 1é t6i dang tu an Ui minh. Trong
giay phut nao dé, t6i da nghi nhu vay.

Eri an i, dong vién khuyen khich t6i, mudn kéo t6i ra ngoai.
Chic me t6i da nhd va cau dy.

T6i khong chic chén 1dm, khong thé nghi 1a me lai tén cong
stc lién lac vai Eri, ngudi ban thud thiéu thdi cta t6i, dé nho va
cau ay P6 han 1a muyc dich khién Eri g01 dién thoai cho t6i. Cau
Ay chang biét gi vé t1nh trang ctia toi ca.

“Bo me td ly hon roi, bdi bd t§ 1a mdt nguwdi v phu. Hién td
dang sbng cung em gai va me, ba ngu’dl phu n@@ cung sbng &
chung cu. Ciing trong thanh phd nay nhung méi trudng thi
hoan toan thay déi.”

“Thé a, ciu van khong roi xa té.”

Nhitng cau tra 15i 1ap liing gitta hai chiing toi. Eri cudi. Tiéng
cudi d6 van cé nét trong tréo clia cai thdi con tré.

“Tacchan gilt gin stc khde nhé. CAm on ciu nhiéu.”

Cau iy ngat dién thoai ciing bat ngd nhw lac goi, tham chi tdi
con chua kip néi cau tam biét. Ban than t6i cling c@ nhu thé ma
khong hoi mét 151 xem tai sao Eri biét sd dién thoai ctia toi, ciu
iy goi cho t6i dé€ lam gi. Thyc ra thi khéng hdi ciing chang sao vi
dt1 c6 hdi, chic ciu dy cling chi tra 15i nhitng cAu nhu 1a “A, i...”,
“Théa...”

T6i nhin cham chdm vao man hinh dién thoai mét ltc roi di
chuyén ngoén tay dé tat nguoén. Khi dang dinh tét thi dién thoai
lai rung.

Lan nay, toi da c6 thé nhd dugc s6 dién thoai. T6i cham rai
ghé tai vao nghe.

“Alo, Takechan.”

Hinh nhuv la Muchan.



“Lau lam khong néi chuyén nhi?”

“U, cling lau roi.”

C6 vé Muchan dang cudi, trong khoang hai, phut c 13p di
lap lai cau “Lau lam r6i nhi”.

“Takechan, t6i c6 mot viéc mudn nhd ciu.”

“C6 viéc mudn nho tdi sao?”

“U, sang mai cAu ranh khéng?”

“Thoi gian ranh thi nhiéu nhung...”

“V4y thi nhd cau nhé, khoéng mot tiéng déng ho théi. Téi c6
chuyén muon néi véi cidu. Ngay mai, hai gio chiéu & quan
Cattleya nhé.”

“Cattleya?”

“Quan ca phé dudi ddc, bén canh civa hang hoa y.”

“T6i biét r6i.”

“Tén quéan toi khong chic chin 1am, nhung ca phé & @6 rat
ngon.”

Binh thudng co gi muép ndi, Muchan déu ndi thang tuodt ra.
biéu nay khién t6i cam thay rat thd vi ma khong c6 chut gi che
nhao hay cham choc ca.

“T6i biét r6i.”

To6i tra 16i. T6i khong mudn gip Muchan nhung néu dudc
thudng thitc ca phé ngon thi ndi chuyén vdi Muchan mot luc
cling chang sao. T6i cam thay vay.

Ngay hom sau toi dén quan Cattleya gip Muchan, nghe ciu
chuyén vé ILL, cong ty do Muchan thanh 1ap. Tham chi khong
chinghe, ma con dén lam viéc @ cong ty do.

Eri va Muchan - ngudi ban thud thiél;l thoiva di cua toi, nhan
dugc dién thoai ctia hai ngudi phu ni ay khong han mang den
cho t6i sitc manh nhung chi it cling gitp t6i nhén ra nguén nang

lu’dng dua budc toi ra ngoai dang dan dan tich tu bén trong co
thé minh.

T6i nghi hoc § trudng cap ba, vao lam viée cho cong ty ILL do
giam doc Muchan da nhdo va, sau d6 lién lac véi Eri.



T61i m& dién thoai, sau balan goi, Eri da nghe may.

“vang...”

Giong néi c6 vé nho nhe va than trong. Eri ngay xwa da nhuat
nhat, ddc biét la v6i nhing cdu trai trwdng thanh, hay nhirng
chang thanh nién tre tudi khéi ngd tuan tu, hodc nhirng ngudi
gia khong quen biéet du ho chi di bé ngang qua nhung céu ay
cing rat sg. (T6i ciing khong phai da con trai gidi an to ndi
16n.)

“Eri, t6 day.”

“Tacchan...”

“U, lan trude cAm on vi ciu da lién lac cho t6.”

“A, U... t6 hoi dudng dot, nén xin 16i nhé.”

Xung quanh ciu ay c6 ai khong! T6i c6 dang lac mat phuong
hudng khong! Giong noi ciia Eri cang cang nho, t6i danh vao de
mot cach ngan gon.

“U, c6 vé tha vinhi?”

“U t§ nghi 1a rat thu vi. Néu c6 hirng thd, ciu chi can dén
giup chung té vao ky nghi he c6 dugec khong?”

Eri im ling mét luc r6i thd dai. Tiéng thd dai d6 tya nhu cha
mot nguwdi da phai tir bo tat ca dé song vay. Co thé mét moi,
trong long nang triu.

Toi cém nhin dugc rang nguwdi nay dang rat ddi khé khin.

“Eri... Cau c6 d6 khong?”

“X1n 101 nhé Tacchan, chic té khoéng lam duge.”

Eri ndi, cét ngang 10i clia tdi, cho du chi 1a 15i thi tham rét
nhé nhung lai c6 sitc vang vong rat 16n. Loi thi tham tr choi.

“Thé 4, cling khong cé cach nao ca.”

Toi cb géng hét sic dé tra 151 mot cach nhe nhang Thé
nhung ciu noéi két thic nhv bi chin lai & ¢ hong, cam giac
khong dé chiu chut nao. Téi lay lai binh tinh, viéc bi tir chdi
khlep toi cam thay ban thaq minh that kém coi khi khong thé
truyén dat cho d6i phuong dé su thé khéng thanh ra thé nay.

“Td ¢ cudc goi gap, xin 16i nhé.”



_ “Khong sao dau, chinh t§ mdi la ngudi phai xin 16i.” C& xin
16i nhau qua lai nhv vay that xau ho.

“Vay, hen gap lai sau nhé.”

“bgichuat, Tacchan...”

“U, sao vay.”

“T§ c6 ngudi thich roi.”

“O, théa.”

“U, chuing t& da hen ho duge mdt nim.”

“Vay la cau c6 ngudi yéu roi?”

“U, mua hé nim ngoai, hai da t& c6 di bién v6i nhau, khong
co gito tat nhi?”

“Hai ngudi c6 ngdm phao hoa vao ban dém trén bai bién
chi?”

“Cé, & bai bién gan do, cau biét khong? U, chuyén ay la duong
nhién.”

Giong ctia Eri c6 chat vui hon.

“U, thé hai ngudi da hén chua?”

“A, ... chuyén dé cling binh thudng thoi ma, chang cé gi
dau.”

“Puong nhién rdi, td that sy da rat vui. Hanh phic nhu vy
ma td lai thay cé chﬁt gisg hai.”

Phai chdng cau iy dang nhd lai mua he nam ngoai? Giong Eri
ron rang han 1én, nhung sy ron rang ay lai nhanh chéng bién
maét.

“Mila hé nim nay chéc khong dwgc nita roi.”

“Chuyén cau khong thé di bién dugc a? A thi, cau cung phal
lo thi c¥ vdi tim viéc nita nén dung la chang con cach nao khac.”

Co6 cam giac giong Eri kha nang ne, nhu’ng to6i van ndi doi.
Nam nay, Eri khong thé di bién khong phal vi ban thi hay tim
viéc gi ca. Chéc chén 1a nhv viy. “U, chang con cach nao khac.”
Giong Eri thit diu dang. Sy diu dang sau khi da doan tring
chuyén néi déi clia toi.

a



“Chang con cich nao nhung ma budén that day.” Vi budn, vi
cO don nén hoi thd duong nhv ¢ dan dan that lai.

Trai tim clia ngudi yéu gio day da roi xa.

T6i khong biét ndi budn dé.

Khong biét phai tra 16i nhw thé nao.

Cling khoéng tra 10i dugec...

“Eri nay, ciu thi viét thu xem sao.”

“Thu a?”

“U, Muchan - giam doc cong ty clia té - c6 noédi thu 1a thit tot

nhit gitp chuing ta truyén dat nhitng y twdng va suy nghi cla
minh.”

Chinh xac thi Muchan c¢ 1€ khong ndi vay nhung daiy la thé.
Toi khong mudn Eri cii dau xiu hé trude téi. Bang viée dua suy
nghi, y tu’dng clla minh vao trong tu’ng cau chl?, moi ngudi chi it
cling c6 chut gi diy dé cé thé ngang cao dau. buong nhién c6
nhitng lic khong thé lam dugc diéu d6, nhung viét thu sé trd
thanh diém tya, ngudn dong vién hodc it ra ciing trg giup dé
chiing ta c6 thé chiu duwng ma vuot qua.

T6i md&i chi bat dau lam viée & cong ty ILL vai ngay nhung dé
la nhi*ng gi t6i hoc dugc.

“Viét thw ha? Nhung td cé viét miy th kiéu d6 bao gid dau,
khoan day té kém lam.”

“Thé 4, ciu c& thi viét mot 1An xem sao. Gi hay khong gii,
suy nghi sau cing dugc ma.”

“U, Tacchan, cAm on cau nhé.”

N6ixong Eri tat may ma chwa kip cho t6i néi 16i tam biét.

Vé vu lam thém, mic du ti chdi, nhuwng sau d6 Eri da nhiéu
1an goi cho toi.

“T§ day, td c6 viét thu gi cho cau roi do.”

“-U;.”

“Thé nhung khong thay ciu tra 16i. Dao gan day hinh nhu t&
dang bi tranh mét. Ngudi ta gép t6 ¢ hanh lang, nhung cing chi
luét qua, 10 di nhu khong thay.”



Ngudi yéu cua Eri hoc cung trudng. That dung khé khan.
MOi ngay trdi qua, diéu dé lai nhw mot vét cira, vét chich vao da
thit. C¢ méi lan goi dién cho t6i, ndi buon ctia Eri dudng nhu lai
nang né hon trudec.

“T§ bi dd voi hay sao v cho dit ngwdi dy da néi la thich té, nhung
chi trong vomg mot ndm, moi thir c6 1é da thay doi.”

“Tacchan o, khong dwgc roi. Moi lan nhin thdy khuon mdt cua
nguwoi ay la to lai mudn khoc. Nguwai do chdng con quan tdm, nghi
dén t6 nu’a roi. Gid bon t& con phdi thi lién tuc, nén khéng hen ho
dvoc...

Toi chi biét nghe théi, ch ciing khong gitp dugc gi. Eri that
long yéu ngudi d6. di véi cai ngudi dang dinh virt bo mot tinh
yéu chan thanh, toi nén ndi gi day? That sy, t6i chdng thé lam
duogc gi.

“Tacchan, cAm on ciu nhiéu nhé. Cau lac nao cing lang nghe
nhitng 16i than van cua td, td that sy rat cam d(f)ng. Chi c6
Tacchan 1a ngudi chiu ldng nghe nhu’ng cau chuyén cta td thoi,
lang nghe mot cach chan thanh va nghiém tac. Tacchan nay,
néu td cé thé thich cau thi tét nhi. Thé nhwng, mudn méat roi, t&
that sy da qua mét moi.”

D6 14 cudc dién thoai cudi cung Eri goi cho t6i.

Va van nhu moi khi, Eri 1a ngudi cip mdy trude.

Trong t6i c6 mot linh cam gi d6 khong may tot dep Bat an, lo
lang, sot rudt... Toi quay sé goi lai, nhung dién thoai sap ngudn.

0gid 15 phut sang...

Chuyén tau dién cudi cling cling da di qua. T6i lai khéng biét
chinh x4c dia chi nha Eri, dinh danh thiéic me diy rdi nhd me
chd di, nhung c6 1é me ciing khong biét chung cu dy & dau. Ma
tim dén Muchan thi chéc cung vay thoi. Hon nita, bay gio han
Muchan cliing dang say swa roi. T6i phai lam sao bay gio, phai
lam gi day?



TO6i trdn trd mot, hai phut réi 1én ra khéi nha, bat taxi dén
thanh phé bén canh, méi nhan lwong nén toi cé chut tién.

Thé nhung ciing vo ich bdi dia chi t6i khong biét, lai xe ct
héi “Khong biét di nhu thé nao ha chau?”, téi danh gat dau va

i: “Da, vang”.

Néu to6i gwi lai cho Eri dit chi mot bire thu, néu tdi hoi ciu iy
du chi mot 1an, néu t6i biét s dung Internet mét chit thi cé 1&
toi da c6 dugc dia chi ctia Eri.

Mot su héi han dang trao trong long toi, d6t chay trai tim toi.
Va roi toi ¢ thé mang trai tim tham dam dau budn, chan nan vé
nha. Vao dén trong phong, t6i m& clfa ngam nhin bau troi.

Sau nay, toi nghe bao t01 hém d6 Eri da nhdy ti trén néc nha
chung cv ma cau ay dang sdng xudng va chét ngay lap tire. Khi xe
c®u thuong tdi noi, cau ay da khong con thd nixa.

Tin Eri mat t&i vdi toi qua ban tin budi sang.

Muchan dua toi dén hoi trudng noi td chite tang 1€ cho Eri.
T6i quyét dinh nhan 1ong tét clia Muchan.

Tiét kiém tién, thi bang l4i xe va sé mua mot chiéc xe 6 t6 ci.
Néu vay, toi c6 thé ty minh 1am nhitng gl minh muén.

Vira chitng kién dam tang ctia Eri, t6i vira nghi vé tuong lai
clia ban than.

Noi dit nhitng bong hoa cim td cau ding dé t6 chire tang 18,
ngoai Erira, con c6 ba nguwdinra. Du gi ho cling déu 16n tudi roi.
C6 mot ba lao 101 tudi, di 4nh cla ba ay duge chiéu 1én man
hinh dat trén twdng trong hoi trudng véi mai téc bac trang rat
dep.

Chi c6 4nh Eri la dic biét nhat.

Mot c6 bé 18 tudi, cho du vi 1y do gi di nita thi cling chét qua
tré. Eri, cd gai xinh dep v6i mai téc dai lau 1am roi toi mdi dugc
nhin thay Trén ban thd dugc trang tri bang hoa hué trang va
hoa hong, ngay chinh giita 14 mét nu cudi co phan hoi guong
gao. Phia sau hinh anh Eri dang cudi ay la bién rong ménh
mong. Biic Anh con chup duge ca nhitng ngon séng dau bac. C6



1é biwe anh nay la clia mua hé ndm ngodi, mua hé ma cau ay da
hén ngudi minh yéu.

Me clia Eri ¢ d9 dan ngdi trén ghé. Mét chi md& théi chw
khong nhin bat ¢ thi gi ca. Ba mic do tang, c6 1é dang rat doi
suy sup. Mot c¢d bé @b tudi hoc trung hoc dang ditng bén canh,
cam tay ba. C61é d6 1a Chikachan, em gai ctia Eri.

Ban cap ba ctia Eri ciing dén kha dong.

Khong it ngudi da roi nude mat.

“Ghé ding sau dang trong diy, ciu ngdi di.”

Mot nguwdi nhan vién kheé giuc t6i, nhung toi 159 dau va ci
ding nguyén doé, khong di chuyén. Téi ¢ ditng gan 16i ra vao ma
quan sat phia trong hdi trudng.

Lic bat dau kham liém, moi ngudi khéc niic nd. Mc}t/sé ban
hoc ni¥ ciing thén thite. Ting ngudi, titng ngwdi dén viéng dit
hoa ciic tring 1én ban thd.

Me ciu iy khoc dén ngéjc di. Chikachan phai dung ca hai tay
dé d& me. C6 bé Ay that su rat kién cudng.

Trong goc khuat c6 ai d6 diing day, toi tap trung vao bong
dang clia ngudi Ay. Co nit sinh d6 cao, téc ngan, quay lung lai
phia ban thd, di bd vé phia t6i. T6i lui lai m& duwong.

b6 1a mot ¢b gai tay chan déi, yéu 6t, da ngim den, khuén
mit dep v6i séng miii cao, c6 vé hai khac ngu’dl Nhat. Téi ben
theo sau, nhung c6 gai iy khong ngoanh lai, ma ct thé bude di,
ra khoi hoi tru’dng tang 18, qua duong roi tiép tuc cat bude.
Khong hiéu cb ay dinh di dau.

T6i khong am hiéu ving nay 14m, nén cling khong b1et dudc.
Mic dit dén tin hiéu da bat d¢én hai lan, nhung co gai ay van
ding do va hau nhuv khong bude thém budc nao nita. CO iy
khong di tiép ma ré vao mot cong vién.

N6 & trong thi tran noi t6i séng, khong phéi céng vién cho tré
em, xung quanh dugc bao boc bdi ru’ng cdy ram rap. Nhing
chiéc ghé & day deu dugc lam tw gd cay, hau het da ct va bi hong
mot ni¥a. Co gai ay ng01 Xuong mot trong sb nhi‘ng cai ghe Hit



mot hoi that sdu va dai, réi thd ra mot cach budn rau chan nan.
Tiéng thd d() toi nghe rat quen thudc.
Co gai iy mac dong phuc mua he. Chiéc vay mau xanh nhat

v0i 4o trang cb thiy thd. Roi c6 iy lay mot con dao tif trong tii
ra. Mot thanh 2 am r1n rit vang lén khi ludi dao tu’ ti dugc kéo ra.

Tiép d9, cd ay cAm noé 1én, hudng mii dao vé phla anh sang,
hit mot hoi, khién moét hang 1é tir khoe mét roi xudng.

Tbi ciing hit mot hoi that sau roéi tién lai gan.

“Ban c6 thé mAt mang diy.”

Tbi cat giong nai.

Z‘Vé’i mot con dao nhu thé nay, ban cé thé chét day. Chi dau
kho thém thoi.”

C6 ay quay lung lai, m& to mat nhin téi.

“Dtng lai di Eri, ban chét ciing chang thay d6i dugc diéu gi.”

“T...a...c...ch...an?”

“-U; 99

Co 4y dirng day, tay van nam chit con dao rdi lui lai phia sau.
T6i khong ¢t dong, cung chéng di chuyén lay mot bude.

“Hay cho toi lglet tén clia ban, tén that sy ctia ban iy. Toi
muon biet.” Téi van ding im d6 va hoi.

Hay cho t6i biét tén clia ban, t6i mudn biét.

“Tai sao, tai sao ban biét to6i. Tai sao?”

“B&i vi ban khong thé chiu dung thém dugc niva.”

C6 Ay chdp mat, nwde mit van lin trén go ma.

“Ban chay ra khoi noi t6 chitc tang 1€, phai ching ban khong
thé chiu dung dugc viéc nhin thay dang hinh ctia me Eri?”

M6i ¢b ay run lén.

“Ban biét sao? Toi... T6i...”

“Ban da giét Eri ding khong?” T6i nhanh chéng hit mét hoi
that sau.

Trong cong vién tuyét dep iy tran ngip mau xanh cla ciy
i, vy ma t6i lai cAm thay minh nhw dang ngat thd. CaAm giac



viéc thd rat kho khin.

“Ban da goi dién thoai cho t6i dang khong? Sau dé gia lam
Eri. Eri that sy khong he goi dién cho t01 du chi mot lan. C6 1é
cau ay da quén mét suw ton tai ctia toi roi.”

“Khong phai nhu vay.”

Co 4y hét 1én, con dao vin caim trong tay

“Eri khong he quén Tacchan. Ciu a ay rat hay ké vé ciu, ngudi
con trai ma cau ay thich, cho tdi nghe. “Cau dy la ngvfo’l con tml
ddu tién va cvmg la cudi cung ma té thich tvong sudt cudc doi nay.”
Eri da noi vay. Nhd c6 Tacchan ma ciu ay da co rat nhiéu ky
niém dep Khi nghe Eri ké nhu vay, t6i rat mudn biét vé Tacchan
va mudn thi néi chuyén, viy nén toi da tim hiéu chd nay cho
kia. Ban be ctia t6i & trudng tu thuc ¢6 quen vGi Tacchan tir thoi
hoc trung hoc, nén t6i da biét dwgc sd dién thoai ctia cau.”

Aivaynhi?
Mot vai khuén mit hién ra trong dau toi nhwng rdi ciing bién
maét.

“Va t6i nghi rang minh phai néi chuyén ngay véi Tacchan.
T6i mudn biét vé ngudi ma Eri thich. Téi khong g101 ndi chuyén,
toi biét diéu do, cling rat sg bi phat hién, viy nén t6i da lap tic
dap may. Do d6, khi nhan duoc dién thoai ciia Tacchan to6i vira
bat ngd, vira vui lai vira sg. T6i sg ltc nao d6 ciu sé phat hién ra
con ngudi that cta t6i.”

“Tuy nhién ban van gia lam Eri, va nhiéu 1an néi chuyén dién
thoai v&i t6i.”

“Piéu nay... vi néi chuyén véi Tacchan rat vui.

“N6i dbi.”

T6i tién 1én phia trwde méot bude va hoi tiép.

“Tén banlagi?”

“... Aika. Miura Aika.”

Aika tuy nhoé nhin nhung giong néi rat rd rang.

“Miura Aika, dé6 1a tén that cta t6i.”

”



“Aika, ban dang néi déi. Vi khi ban goi dién cho t6i, déng gia
14 Eri, ban néi chuyén dé t6i nghi rang Eri da ty sat.”

Aika ling ngudi di, khong néi gi, roéi nhin toi.

“Co that Eri da tu sat nhu vay? Va néu canh sat nghi ngd vu
ndy, ho chéc chin sé goi t6i dén 14y 10i khai. Vi ¢6 thé néi ho da
biet viéc Eri noi chuyén dién thoai véi mot ngudi ban thdi tha
au. D€ biét duge chuyén nay rat don gian. Toi sé ké vdi canh sat
nhitng 10i néi cudi cung ctia Eri. Nhv vy ban yén tim roéi ch?
Clng sé khong c6 chuyén ban bi nghi ngd 1a ngudi sat hai Eri va
roi ban c6 thé trd lai cude sdng nhw hién nay.”

C6 thé quay lai dugc sao?

Néu canh sat diéu tra thong qua sb dién thoai cé trong dién
thoai cia t6i, chéc chén ho sé biét d6 khong phai sb dién thoai
clia Eri. Nhung Aika suy nghi moi chuyén qua don gian so véi
ngudi khac.

_ “Khong thé quay lai ddu.” Aika rang néi. “Eri khong con nita
roi. Eri, ngudi toi yéu da khong con nita, t6i khong thé mét lan
nira quay lai véi cudc song nhu hién tai.”

“Ban la ngudi yéu ctia Eri ha?”

Aika chiam rai ngoéi xudng ghé. C6 1é ¢ iy khong thé ding
dugc ntta. Vai run 1én, moi tai nhot di.

“T6i cling nhv Eri déu ghét con trai, ciu khong biét sao? Eri
chi yéu ngudi dong gidi.”

“U, toi cling cAm thay vay vi Eri rzflt sg con trai. Chi can khé
cham ngén tay thoi 1a ca ngudi cau ay da run lén. C6 thé lam
ngudi yéu cua Eri that sy chi c6 minh ban. Eri khong néi vé ban
trai vGi toi léy mot lan.”

Anh mét cta Aika bong trd nén thg than nhu dang mudn
tim kiém dbi twong khong con ton tai nita roi.

“Vira gap nhau, t6i va Eri da bi mé hodc. T6i say dam Eri. Du
co tot nghlep, hoc t1ep, di lam hay trd thanh ba lao di chang niva,
to6i van quyét dinh mai sdng cung Eri. Thit sy, that su, toi yéu
Eri tan day long.”

“Vay ma ban lai giét Eri?”



“Eri da néi chia tay v4i téi. Co ay ndi chia tay vdi toi dé song
mot cach binh thwdng nhu nhitng nguwdi con gai khac.”

Toan than Aika run lén, t6i cAm nhan dugc diéu d6 qua tiéng
thd minh nghe dugc.

“Mot cude song binh thuwdng nhu bao ngu’dl con gal khac,
nghia la c6 ay sé yéu mot chang trai. Tdico cam glac co ay da phu
dinh toan bo quang thoi gian ma toi va 6 ay da cé véi nhau. Cai
cam do6 khién t6i thay khong thé tha thi duge. Ching t6i khong
con bén nhau nita. Mic du khong biét gi ca, nhung t6i khong
gidng véi nhitng ké chi chap nhan tinh yéu nam n. T6i... toi
that sw hdi han...”

“Vay la vi ban oan han Eri?”
“Khong phai oan han nhung t6i thay tuyét vong. Toi yéu Eri

nhiéu dén thé, viy ma Eri lai giéng nhitng ké dang ghét ngoai
kia.”

“Pém hdém do, toi goi Eri 1én tang thu’o’ng noi chuyen Sau
khi néi chuyen v@i Tacchan, toi da viét thu, c6 ay néi mudn toi
tra lai ching nén t6i da goi c6 iy ra dé xin 16i. Eri bao t6i hay tra
thu cho ¢6 ay. “Aika nay, mét lac nao dé, Aika cing sé c6 mot
tinh yéu that sw, moét tinh yéu chan chinh. Hai chung ta sé trd
thanh nhi*rng nguwdi me, khi dé chung ta van c6 thé tiép tuc lam
ban dugc, ding khong?” Eri néi. C6 iy ngdc qua, cai gi ma tinh
yéu that sy, cudc hon nhan dudng hoang, nhirng ba me chéan
chinh... Nhirng diéu chung t6i da tirng noi la ghet ay khong biét
ti Iic nao da dugc Eri chap nhéan. Diéu d6 khien tinh cam cta
chting t6i nhat dan di, toi khong thé tha thi dugc... Dt thé nao
di nita cling khong thé tha thw. Vi vay, toi da...”

“Pay nga Eri ding khong?”

“La nhu vay, hai dita chiing t6i cung leo 1én héng rao. Luc do,
chung t6i khong nam lay tay nhau, nén c6 ay cw vay ma roi
xuong va chet Khi diy, toi da nghi rang cho du t6i co chét ciing
khong sao, néu dugc chét cung v0i Eri thi toi sé chang ban tim
gi ca. Nhu’ng Eri la ngudi van co thé séng t6t néu nhu khoéng co
toi. Vi vay rot cudc, t6i da ngdi trén hang rao, nhin xubng. To6i



ghét Eri, nhung méi khi nhd téi ky (e cudi cuing dd, téi déu bat
khéc va khong thé nao cudng lai... Sau d6 rat don gian, giay
phtt Eri roi khoi hang rao, chan c6 iy dang & tu thé ding...”
“Roi ban goi dién thoai cho t6i?”
“U, luc d6 1a 0 gid. Toi goi dién cho cau nhw the Eri van con
sdng, dé sau d6 ciu nghi rang cb ay da ty sat. T6i..

Aika nham mat lai. Khong biét Aika c6 nghe du’dc tiéng hét
cua Eri luc 1am chung hay khong? Gigng ndi d6 ca doi sé vang
vang bén tai co ay

“Tai sao lai giét Eri?”

Aika thi tham bang giong diéu lac trude.

“Cho du tuyét vong dén thé nao di nira, cay ding khé cuc dén
thé nao di nita, cho du phai chia tay, toi van trim nghin lan
mong muodn Eri con séng. Tai sao téi lai khéng nhan ra diéu
nay? Tai sao, tai sao toi...

To6i nhanh chéng glat lay con dao tir trong tay cua Aika. Aika
khong tranh luin nita, van néi vdi toi bang giong diéu lic trude.

“Gio toi sé dén gip canh sat.”

“Pé toi dwa ban di.”

“T6i di m6t minh thoi, té6i lam duwge ma.”

Aika ding day.

“Tacchan, cam on ciu. Nhd néi chuyén véi cau, toi da tréd nén
manh mé hon.”

“U;.”

Tbi ciing ditng day. Aika ngoanh dau bude di.

“Nhung ciu khéng phai Eri, vay tai sao ciu lai biét moi
chuyén?”

“Qua bc thu.”

“Blc thu 4?”

_“B0i vi cau ndi la minh viét thw rit té ma, con Eri rat thich

viet thu. Khi bieét duge diéu do t6i da kha ngac nhién, sau khi suy
nghi, téi thay khong hop ly cho lam.”



“Caunhanh tri that day.”

“Khong phai vay...”

“Ma Tacchan nay!”

“U.”

“Toi viét thu ¢é duge khong? To6i that sw mudn viét thu cho
Tacchan v&i danh nghia la Miura Aika.”

“U, toi sé dogi thu ctia ban.”

Aika cudi, nu cudi dé that dep.

* %k %

“Thé a, dau dudi cau chuyén 1a nhu vy sao?”
Muchan vira quay dau xe vira thd dai.
“U.”
T6i ngdi bén canh, khé thu minh lai.
“Néu nhan dugce thu thi tot nhi.”
“Cé nhan dugc khong?”
“Chic 1a c6 day, khach hang cta ching ta trong dé ciing cé
ma. C6 ngudi da giti thu cho chiing ta.”
“0, c6 ca khach trong tu nita sao?”
“Cé chtt, & dau ciing c6 hdi vién clia chiing ta ma.”
“Tuyét that.”
“Tuyét, ding khong?”
Muchan cuoi.
Nét cudi d6 gidng véi nét cudi cia Aika ltc trude.
T6i ngdi bén canh Muchan, hit mét hoi that siu va nhim
mat.



Biio thue link

Khi Yoshimura dén vin phong ILL thi chi c6 téi va Muchan &
d6. biéu nay rat hiém khi xay ra, n6 c6 haiy nghla ILL cht yéu
kinh doanh dich vu viét thu, tic 1a cong viéc chinh cfia nhan
vién 1a viét thu. Hién tai, cong ty dang trao doi thu véi cac hoi
vién trén khép ca nude. (Theo nhw Muchan néi thi sé6 lwgng hoi
vién trai dai tir Shiretoko ctia Hokkaido dén Miyakoshima ciia
tinh Okinawa. N6i 12 khép moi noi thi ciing c6 thé dugc vi thuc
sw d6 phil séng ctia né kha 16n. Viéc néi vé thanh tich hoi ¢
chut khoa trwong ciing la diéu binh thudng ctia cac nha kinh
doanh, va Muchan ciing khong ngoai 1€.) H6i vién ctia ILL nam &
moi l¥a tudi, tir hoc sinh 16p hai cho dén cac 6ng ba 92 tudi trén
toan nudc Nhét

Do do, vé cd ban, moi nhan vién khi dén vin phong déu sé
budc thang vé phia cai ban, thinh thoang mdi ra ngoa1 dé chon
qua hay tim hiéu thi gi d6. Mot trong nhitng dich vu cia ILL 1a
tang thiép chiic mirng va mot mén qua nhoé vao ngay sinh nhét
ctia hoi vién. C6 khi la mot hop but va but bi. Cling c6 vai y kién
cho rang viéc ting qua gidng nhau vi pham quy dinh ctia ILL 1a
phai hanh x tuy vao ca tinh cta titng hoi vién, vy nén nhan
vién clia cong ty sé budc phai tw chon qua cho tirng héi vién
minh phu trach. B&i tri gi4 méi mén qua chi vao khoang 700
yén, nén khong qua dit, nhung lam viy sé gitip cong ty nhan
dugc danh gia tich cyc tit phia hoi vién va khach hang.

Tuy nhién, ngay hom dé Saeki va Mitsuoka khong c6 ¢ van
phong: Mitsuoka phai dén nha tré dén con trai Yuji bi sét, con
Saeki thi ra ngoai mua qua cho khach tién thé mua ho chung toi
com hop v6i ca phé cho budi trua. Va diéu la thit hai 1a hom d6
Muchan lai 6 mit & vin phong. Muchan rat ban roén va doi dao
ning lugng dén khong thé tin néi. Lic nao Muchan ciing chay

o



nguoc chay xudi, khién t6i vo cung an tvong, ma khong han chi
an tuong thoi dau.

“0, giam déc Muchan lai khong c6 & day a!”

“Hinh nhv viy, niy giam dbc vira chay vut ra ngoai roi, lic
Take gitip t6i don dep phong pha tray.”

“Giam dbc di dau vay?”

“Co iy chay di dau d6. Hinh nhw dén chiéu tdi méi ve.”

“C6 4y van vay nhi?”

“U, van vay ma.”

Chung t6i suét ngay néi véi nhau nhitng cau nhu thé, roi lai
cuwdi, nhun vai, ngac nhién va ngudng mo. Co iy ludn ban ron va
tan hudng su ban rén ay.

Khai thac hoi vién mdi, dam phan vdi clta hang van phong
pham, xac nhéan tién von dam bao mang lwdi nhan sy, thém vao
d6 1a x@ 1y rat nhiéu van dé phat sinh bat ngd. Nhitng “van dé
phat sinh bat ngd” 1a nhu’ng thi¥ rat phién phu’c Tuy toi cing
khong tranh khoi viéc c6 lién quan nhu’ng mobi lan nhu vay ban
than van luén cé cam giac ay. Trong cong viéc tai ILL, dbi
phuong chinh la con ngu’dl khong phai cai phong bi ma chlnh
nguoi gu’1 va nhan cai phong bi d6 mdi quan trong va la d6i
twgng can quan tam. Vi thé méi cé nhu’ng chuyén ph1en ha, va
bat c& phién phiic nao ciing mang tinh cd nhan. Du ca nhitng
tranh luan xem thoang qua thi tudng rat gidng nhau nhung
budc sdu thém mét chat van sé din dén nhitng phuwong dién
khac nhau. Néu la khé khin trong co hdi thi d6 cling 1a chia
khoéa dé tim ra cach xi¥ Iy. Néu mdi ngudi chiu dirng vao lap
truong ctia df)i phuong, moi chuyén sé khong thé giai quyét don
gian dén thé va cling khong thé dwa ra duwge hudng dan giai
quyét nao. Thinh thoang, chl'mg t6i c6 nhan dugc dién thoai
phan nan cia nhitng ngudi cé 1é b1 méc chu’ng hoang tu’dng (v1
du ho cho rang ching toi dem tiéu st cua ban than ma ho viét
trong thu ban cho dai truyén hinh, réi dwng thanh phim, hay la
tiét 10 bi mat cia ho cho hang Xc')m), nhung nhitng chuyén nay



khéng phai la trd ngai va khéng qua 6n ao. Muchan tirng néi véi
chung toi rang:

“Néu minh lang nghe va tra 161 d6i phwong mét cach lich sy
thi ngin khoang phut ma dai ciing chi tiéng 1a ddi phuong sé
binh tinh roéi ngit may. Ching ta khong dugc to thai do giong
d6i phuong, quan trong 1a phai biét kiém ché, biét cach cu xi
cho ding muc.”

Néu nhitng on éo’ kéo dai hon ca tiéng dong ho hay nhffng
ph1en phitc trong moi quan hé gita con nguwdi v4i nhau cé the
nao chang nwa thi cung can pha1 xt ly nhu vay Chinh nho
nhitng phién phttc iy ma cé 1é cong viée ciing trd nén thi vi.

Luc Yoshimura Hanayo bude vao, khong hiéu sao t6i lai “0”
1én mot tiéng, chic vi toi cé linh tinh rang chuyen ph1en todi sap
xay dén. Toi ding phat day va dit glac quan thif sau rat nhay bén
thi cing khong han da ngtri thay c6 bién la sip tdi. Tuy nhién,
chéng hiéu sao lic 4 ay t6i lai cAm thay bat an nhu vay. Chéc la
nhi‘ng ph1en phtic clia Yoshimura nghiém trong dén mitc do
cling nén. Vi thé khi vira chgt nhd ra chuyén lién quan deén
Yoshimura, t6i c¥ cam thay nhuv vy suét, ngay chinh ban than
t6i cling cAm thay bi thuyét phuc véi diéu d@o.

Yoshimura Hanayo budc vao vin phong ting bén ctia tdoa nha
trwde nha ga - chinh la van phong ILL, tha long nguoi va nhin
quanh mot vong, trude khi bat gip anh mét cua toi. Khi do, toi
van chua biét tén ba ay. Mai toc trang clia ba 4 ay bit anh nang
dang chiéu vao tir 6 ca so lap lanh nhw mot 'ngoisao. Mai toc ay
khong dai cing khong ngan, dang voc dep dén kinh ngac. Trong
b6 vest vai tuyet mau dé ctia rugu nho két hgp vdi so mi tay bong
c6 hep mau tring, chiéc tai cling téng v4i mau bd vest, cAm giac
gidng nhu dang vé mot ba 130 trén mot biic tranh dat gia va ché.t
luong. TW sau trong cap kinh mau tim nhat, ngudi phu n@ iy
nhin cham cham vao t6i va khé mim cudi. Sau d6 hudng vé phia
t6i va néi bang giong rat rd rang.

“T6i la Yoshimura Hanayo.”
Cau ndi lam ngudi ta c6 cam giac nhu dang dng trude mot
nhan vat quyén lyc kiéu: “T6i 1a thi trudng thanh pho nay” hay



“T6i dén ti s§ cdnh sat tinh”. Twa hd néi “T6i 14 Yoshimura
Hanayo” thi sé chang phai lo ngai diéu gi.

‘T61 dirng day, vira cai chao vira tién lai gan nguwdi phu nit cd
tuodi tén Yoshimura Hanayo do.

Khoang thoi gian giam minh trong phong, t6i rat kh(;) gap
mat cing nhuv no6i chuyén v6i moi ngudi. T6i khong thé lam
dugc vi c¥ dinh gap ai d6 - chang han gido vién chi nhiém den
hoi tham tinh trang stc khoe, ban cung 16p hay nhan vién hanh
chinh dén tham - 14 toi lai thay hoa mat roéi budn ndén. Thé
nhung bay gid moi th da tot lén. T6i khéng nghi téi diéu nay
cho dén khi ban than tu cht dong tiép xiuc mot cach tich cuc véi
ngudi khac thi phan wng cia téi mdéi dan trd lai binh thuong.

“Vang, c6 chuyén givay a?”

T6i hoi, nguwdi phu nit 16n tudi wdn ngye tra 15i.

“T6i la Yoshimura Hanayo.”

“Vang, ba la Yoshimura a?”

“Pung roi.”

Yoshimura git dau, va khong néi gi nita, mit khoang vai gidy
cudc néi chuyén gitra hai chting téi roi vao im lang.

“Hinh nhu ba dén ding ky viét thu dang khong?”

Khi mot ai d6 d¢én van phong, toi khong thé nghi ra viée gi
khac ngoai viéc do. Vi trong c6 vé Yoshimura khong phai ngudi
clla ca hang van phong pham ciing khong phai nhan vién dua
thu ctia buu dién.

“Khong, khong phai vay.”

_ Ba ay pht nhén nhanh chéng. Téi dang dinh hoéi xem ba iy
cat cong dén day lam gi thi Muchan goi toi.

“Takehiko 0i!”

Muchan vay tay bao toi lai gan.

“Xin 161, t6i xin phép dugc that 18.”

Yoshimura gat dau tra 16i: “Khong sao, ciu ¢ ty nhién.”

Toi thay c6 gi d6 nghiém tic trong ca thai 6 va glong noi cua
ba ay. Nhung Muchan chi dua gion va budt miéng néi: “T6i rat



cam on vi nhan dugc sv tha thi cia bé ha.”

bung la mot ¢ gai khong binh thuwong. Gia nhu tinh cach
ctia Muchan chin chdn chut dé phu hop véi d6 tudi. Co tiéng thi
thao trong tim pha dinh diéu do.

C6 thé Yoshimura dén lam thi tuc hoi vién. Do6i v6i khach
hang thi khong thé c6 nhitng suy nghi vo 1é dugc.

“Takechan xem nay, G day, ¢ day.”

Muchan chi tay vao man hinh may tinh.

“Caigivay?”

“Toi c6 cAm giac da nghe dén tén nguwdi nay roi, nén toi tht
tim tén Yoshimura Hanayo trén may tinh xem sao. Va roi... cau
xem nay.”

Trén man hinh hién ra bu’c anh den trang cii, d6 la chan
dung ciia mot phy nit tré tu01 hoi nghiéng ngu’dl mot chat. Co
gai Ay doi mot chiée mi n01 anh mat huwéng vé noi xa xam nao
do. Trén khudon mat véi song mii cao hinh nhu dang an chira
dleu g1 phién mudn. Péi moéi nhd nhén, day din td vé nhu mudn

“Cai gi vay, moi thi¥ that phién phitc. Ngay ca séng ciing
véy.”

Yoshimura Hanayo sinh niam 1930 va 1a ni¥ dién vién dién
anh, ba bit dﬁu xuat hién trén man anh tir sau Chién tranh Thé
gidi II cho dén khoang nhitng nam 1970. B6 phim dau tién ba
tham gia 1a Cugc hanh trinh méi (1947) va mot sd tac pham khac
nhu: Cta s6 tinh yéu, Cdu chuyén hoa loa kén tmng, Yoshihara
OU"OH/[ Cudi ndm nay, Himiko, Tinh yéu mu quang, Tiéng hdt clia

.. Ngoai ra, ba ciing tirng tham gia khong it cac chuong trinh
truyen hinh. La mot thiéu ni trong trang thuan khiét, ba
thudng dude chon ddm nhan cic vai dién phu nhan quy phai,
gido vién, ngudi me ludn tan tdm cham soc, bao vé con cai. Vai
dién ngu’dl me trong Bitc thu tinh véi tu cach 1a dién vién chinh
ciing 1a vai dién cudi cung ctia ba trude khi gidi nghé. Ba nhan
dugc Huan chuong véi Ruy bang Tim* nam 1991.

“Gidi that, cling dang né day cha.
“U, colé vay.”
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“Muchan biét Yoshimura Hanayo a?”

“T6i c6 cam gidc da nghe thiy tén ngu’dl nay & dau roi. Khong
phai 14 vi ba iy cung thoi voi toi, ma vi néu khong phai thich
xem ph1m thi chdng ai biét dugc nhitng dién vién tir thoi 6ng ba
minh ca.”

“Muchan néi hoi to ddy. Thé nhung ngudi nit dién vién dé
sao dot nhién lai xuat hién & déy‘? ”

“Xuat hién & day, nhu’ng ba a ay ctiing khong pha1 quai vat gi
diung 1<hong‘? Ba 3 ay c6 vé khong giong ngudi vung nay. Du sao di
nita, cling nén néi ning than trong chut. Cai ngudi ni dién vién
do, cho du bay gid da 16n tudi, trd thanh ba ldo rdi, nhung van
rat ty hao vé ban than.”

“Vi vay, t6i nghi Muchan nén thén trgng hon trong cach noéi
chuyén va st dung ti ngu’ Thé nhung, rot cudc ba ay dén day vi
muc dich gi nhi? Liéu c6 quan trong khong?”

“U thi... chd nhé da dén cong ty clia ching ta ma lai khéng
dang ky viét thu hay sao chi?”

“Luc trude ba ay ¢6 néila khong phai nhu vy roi.”

“Thé ha? Vay thi vi diéu gi?”

“T6i cling khong biét nira. Pé hdiba ay xem.”

“U, dung roi, tot nhat nén hoi tryc tiép ba iy.”

Muchan dng day lam chiéc ghé kéu danh ram mot ci.

“Ba Yoshizawa, xin 16i vi da dé ba phai dgi. Mdi ba di theo
huéng nay.” Muchan néi véi giong rat hao hitng, vui vé.

“T6i 1a Yoshimura. Tén day da la Yoshimura Hanayo.”

“Oi, thanh that xin 16i ba, t6i that thit 16 qua. Mong ba ¢ thé
bb qua cho moét nguwdi con néng can nhuw t6i.”

Muchan huéng dAn Yoshimura dén phong tiép khach khong
chat lubng cubng va ip tng. Noéi 1a phong tiép khach, nhung
khong gian kha nhd hep. Trong phong cé6 mdt chiéc ban tron
nhd va hai chiéc ghé sofa gia da.

“Mau sic duge diy nhi.” Yoshimura ngdi xudng ghé sofa va
néi.



“Gico, mausac a?”

“Bong hong nay.”

Mot béng hong mau dé duge cim trong chiéc binh dit trén
ban.

“T6i rat thich hoa hong d4, ma hoa nay khong phai hoa gia
dau nhi?”

“Vang, 1a hoa hong that day a.”

“Tuyét qua, (jhing la hoa thét. \[i néu la gia thi cho du lam
khéo 1éo dén the nao di nira, né van chi la do gla ma thoi. N6
khong co gia tri gl ca, vi chi c6 d6 that méi co pham gia cua noé.

Va phai chang néu xung quanh chiing ta la d6 gia thiliéu c6 ddm
bao dugc gia tri, pham gia khong?”

“Da.”

Muchan khé nhich ngudi ctt ddng trén chiéc ghé sofa gia da,
con t6i thi ¢ van vo véi suy nghi nén mang tra vao hay khong?
Trong phong pha tra chi cé tra xanh, tra 6 long, tra den loai tuai
loc, tra thdo moc va ca phé hoa tan. C6 binh pha ca phé nhung ca
phé loai pha binh thi lai dé & ngoai.

Tra xanh, tra 6 long, tra den loai tui loc, tra thao mdc, ca phe
hoa tan, trong sd d6 loai nao méi dwge goi 1a mang pham gia, cb
gia tri nhi?

Cang suy nghi cang thay rac rdi, cudi cung tdi quyét dinh
chon tra xanh. Tach udng tra la gidi thwdng ma Muchan nhéan
dugc trong mot lan rut tham, vGi hoa van cham bi trang trén
nén xanh c6 thé nhin thay dugc tir xa d6 1a hang cao cap.

“Glico, tim biwe thu tinh 4?7

Khi téi quay lai phong khach véi khay dung d6 ubng trén tay
thi Muchan dang cui dau.

“Vang, t6i mong moi nguwdi gitip d&. Chac chén 1a né & dau dé
trong nha, nhung da cat dau roi thi toi that sw khong thé nhé ra
néi. Toi cdm thay chuyén minh khong nhd do ban than da gia
roi c6 1é ciing 1a chuyén binh thuwdng.”



Yoshimura thd dai. Ngon tay dua 1én ma nhu dé che miéng
lai. C chi kiéu diém nhw vay xuat phat ti¥ chinh ban than ba ay
hay chi thé hién cho ngwdi khéc xem, ci ndo méi dung déy?

To1 lang le ngo1 xubdng bén canh Muchan. Yoshimura ciing
chang dé y gi dén toi.

“Trong ba tré that day, dung la dién vién ndéi tiéng, nhin thé
nao di nita ciing khac han ching tbi.”

Muchan lén tiéng, nham si¥a sai cho viéc that 1 vi néi sai tén
ba ay ltc trude. Du sao di nita, trong cau noéi cia Muchan cé 1é
cling c6 mot nira 1a that vi dang 1a Yoshimura tré that, hon nita
con trang diém rat xinh dep, khong thé nhin ra ngudi phu nit d6
da 85 tudi.

“O qua nhién moi ngudi cé biét t6i.”

“Tat nhién roi, 1am sao cé chuyén ching t6i khong biét dén
cai tén Yoshimura Hanayo dugc co chit. Hém nay, cé thé gip
dugc ba qua la vinh hanh cho chiing t6i.” Muchan ndéi nhu dang
doc thoai.

“Co la Naha Mutsumi, dung khéng nhi?”

“Yoshimura nhin liéc qua td danh thiép Muchan duwa rdi nhéy
mat mot cai.

“Vang, dung roi a. T6i la ngudi phu trach ILL.”

“Qua nhién la rat gidng.”

“Gicoa?”

“A, khong c6 gi, Naha nay, vay co cé thé gitp toi viéc t6i nho
lac trude duge khéng?”

“Céléela khong theé, vi cong ty chung tdi kinh doanh dich vy

viét thu thoi, con viéc tim kiém th gi d6 ndm ngoai linh vuc
kinh doanh ctia cong ty.”

“Thé nhung d6 1 thu tinh ma, love letter. N6 c6 lién quan dén
thu, dang khong nao?”

Yoshimura phat 4&m ranh mach chit love letter (t6i chi néi
tiéng Nhat nén ciing khéng thé khang dinh phat am tiéng Anh
ctia ba 4y chudn hay khong).



“Vang... dung la nhu vay, nhung viéce tim thu sé thay d6i ndi
dung, linh vic cong viéc ctia chiing t6i.”

“Du sao di nia, tdi vAn mudn tim no.”

Yoshimura néi mot cach dit khoat.

. “Cé van con tré nén chic chua thé hiéu dugc, tuy nhién dén
tam tudi nhu t6i khi hoi tudng lai sé thay nhu’ng thit d6 vo cung
quan trong, dic biét 1a nhitng hoi e dep va ngot ngao, dé nhing
ndm cuoi doi ching ta khong phai héi tiéc, hay thay co 101 vOi
ban than khi khong séng ddng nhu nhu’ng gi minh mudn.

“A, vang. C6 1é ai cling nghi viy ma.”

“Ai ciing vay u?”

Guong mit Yoshimura trd nén mo mang va nhe nhém dén
la.

“Chéc thé... Ma ching phal nhu vy sao? Tuy nhién, that
dang tiéc vi khong phai qua nira moi ngu’o’l déu git khu khu
nhi‘ng h01 e dep d6 nhu ngudn sdéng nudi du’dng nhi‘rng ngay
thang cu01 doi cia minh w? Vi t6i, diéu @6 tiuy vao phuc phan
thoi. Néu tét phtic thi sé c6 nhiéu ky niém tran ngap niém vui va
hanh phtic.”

“A, thiralathé. Qua that nhu vay nhi?”

Muchan di chAm cham chd Yoshimura. Viéc s& dung t ngw
trang trong khién ngudi ta c6 cam giac xa la, khong gan gii,
dung la hoi dang cudi that.

“Pé nhd dugc tron ven nhitng hoi e trude ddy thi bire thu
tinh rat quan trong. Vi vay, c6 nhat dinh phai tim né gitip t6i. Co
lam dugc ma, ding khong?”

Cau néi ctia ba Ay nhu mang ca y kién c4 nhan va ménh lénh,
ngay sau d6 Yoshimura rat khan tay lau quanh miéng, tan
hudng mui thom thoang thoang ma tao nha.

“Bltc thu tinh ma ba néi quan trong t&i vay sao?”

Cau héi caa toéi khlén Yoshimura thd nhe mot hoi va noi.

“Vang, dudng nhién roi.” Ba ay vira ndéi vira gat dau, thoang
nhin qua téi, roi lai quay dau vé phia Muchan.



“T6i da nhan duoc rat nhiéu loai trong dé cé ca love letter hay
chinh la thu tinh. Khong chi ti¥ nhi*tng nguoi dan 6ng Nhéit Ban
ma ngay ca nudc ngoai, hay ca t¥ nhirng ngwdi dan 6ng ma chi
can néi tén thoi thi bat ¢ ai ciing déu biét. Puong nhién, trong
s6 d6 c6 ca nhu’ng btc thu tan tinh. Vi nhu t6i tirng nhan dugc
mot bife thu vGi ndi dung thé nay bém nay, dung 12 gid khi nghe
thay tleng chuoéng liéu em cé mdc vay trdng dén khu vweom trong lau
dai gdip anh khong? Anh sé & d6 doi em. That 1a mot deé nghi bong
dua. T6i va ban be da ca cuge xem liéu minh c6 nén dén hay
khong. Néu téi mic vay ra ngoai thi phai ching 1a d€ bat dau bira
tiéc vuon ma t6i 13 ngudi mé man. Va tat nhién la téi da 19 di.
B&i ro rang toi cling la ngudi Nhat. Loi dé nghi hen ho ngoc
nghéch kiéu quy téc nhu vay t6i chang quen.”

Liéu ai c6 thé déng y dugc?

Qua thye gitta dém khuya mic vay trang di dv tiéc vuon thi
sé thé nao nhi, chic chi c6 ngudi say mai lam diéu do.

“Bttc thu dé nghi nhu vay c6 phan ngong cuong, nhu’ng bay
gid nghi lai, d6 cing 1a mot ky niém vui. Vi ¢ ngu’dl yéu minh
that su cling 1a mot diéu may mén roi, hon nita cai cach theo
dudi, tan tinh d6 cling tha vi day ch. Hahaha.”

Muchan nhoén miéng cudi.

The nén mdi cod nhiéu bure thu tay rat tuyét. Trudc day toi da
dinh sap xép lai chiing. Néu chang may van nhat tinh cd xay ra
chuyen gl d6 vé6i toi, toi sé thé nao nhi? Néu bi ro ri thong tin
trén cac phuong tién thong tin dai ching thi sé co6 rat nh1eu
chuyén khong hay. Vi thé, toi da bét tay vao viéc sip xép lai
nhu’ng bttc thu. Ma dau sao thi toi cung khong c6 b thw t1nh
nao dac biét quan trong ca. Toi dlnh cat git ching mot cach cin
than nhung lai chang thay dau ca..

Cau chuyén ctua Yoshimura du’ng lai ni¥a chirng.
“Bltc thu dé quan trong t&i vay sao?”

Tb6i 13p lai cau hoi gidng luc trude.

“Vang, duong nhién ro6i.”



Cung nhu khi nay, Yoshimura chi khé gat dau, réi khong con
thi thodng nhin vé phia toi nita.

“Nhung bttc thu d6 ba nhan dugc tit ai viy?” Tdi hdi tiép vi
khong hé nghi rdng diéu nay la v6 1& hay xic xuge gl ci.
Yoshimura néi chuyén da hon ntra tiéng dong ho.

Saeki cling sap quay lai van phong dé kip gid com trua. Cong
viéc budi chiéu bt dau tir 13 gid ma nhin qua ciing da thay kha
ban rén. Thit sy ma néi thi chang cé ai chiu dung dugc
Yoshimura mai mai ca. Hon nita... Khong cé 1y 1€ gi ca, toi c¢6 du
cam khong tot 1am.

Ngoai ra, he gap phai nhitrng thi¥ lién quan den Yoshimura thi
déu chiang tét dep gl. Vugt qua su phién ha rac roi roi thi lai gl
nira day, ldc nao ciing cam thay bat an ma chang hiéu gi ca, bat
an dén mwc 16ng ngue c6 cAm gidc nhuwng nhite khé chiu.

“TU con trai toi.”
‘Chu trd 10i cla Yoshimura khién Muchan ban khodn tréng
thay, t6i thi ha hoc mom.
“Bacdcontraia?”

Giong Muchan c6 chut l4n tranh. Trong vin phong khi dé
ngoai chiing toi ra thi chéng con ai nira.

Dung vay, chi 1a d&a tré d6 to6i khong thé céng khai dugc.
Cha ctia dra tré la ngudi da c6 gia dinh, hon nt¥a con du’ng trong
top doanh nhan thanh dat trén thé gidi. Hon nita vg ong ay la
ngu’dl thira ké tai san ctia gia dinh. Mic dit ching tdi that long
yéu thuong nhau, nhung lai khong thé dén vOi nhau. Ngudi ay
toi e tam goi la K. K da virt bo tit cA va néi rang mudn két hon
v0i toi, nhung toi kién quyét tir chéi. N6i mot cach khong to vé
thi chi 1a t6i muon xem lap tru’o’ng ctia K thé nao théi, bdi ban
than to6i hiéu ré rang to6i khong cé can dam dé theo dudi cude
hén nhan dé. Tbi 1a mot nit dién vién méi chip chitng bude vao
nghé, vay nén thdoi diém iy t6i khong thé két hon va trd thanh
vo ai dé duge.”

Yoshimura uvdn nguc tu hao.



La nhu viy sao, thé nhitng dién vién ni két hén roi thi cudc
song ctia ho sé nhu thé nao nhi? Téi nghi nhiéu ngudi da cé gia
dinh réi ma.

T6i dirng lai trong khi dau khong biét quay vé hu’dng nao,
danh quay sang Muchan va nghe co ay néi: “Thé nhung cé nhiéu
nit dién vién cling da két hon réi ma.

“Nhitng dién vién nhu vay la dién vién hang hai, con téi 1a
dién vién hang nhit cd ma.”

Yoshimura tiép tuc phan bac nhitng ciu néi ctia Muchan. V&
van that, ding 13 ltic ndo ciing cho minh 1 ding.

“T6i c6 bau va di sinh dwge mot dira con trai. bita tre do rat
dang yeéu, toi dit tén noé la Kazuomi. T6i da giau moi nguwdi nudi
dudng né. Trong s6 ho khau, toi khai né 1a con nudi clia em gai
vi ngay xua nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay cé thé lam duwge mot
cach kha don gian. Nho sy gitip do, chém soc cila em gai ma con
trai toi ngay cang trudng thanh. Khi tot nghiép dai hoc, né co6
viét thu cho t6i. Noi dung bwe thu la me la nguoi phu nt tuyét
vOi nhat trén thé gian nay, con yéu me hon bat ¢ ai..

O liéu ¢6 phai l1a vi trong khoang thdi gian ho’n hai muoi
nam ké tw khi sinh ra, dira tré d6 chua tirng dugc gap ngudi phu
n nao tuyet vOi hon me minh? Hay phal chang da tré dé bi
chirng mdc cam Oedipe*. Hodc n6 chi muon ninh not dé me cho
thém tién tiéu vit. Téi c6 cAm gidc chinh nhd chiing mic cAm
Oedipe dé ma ba ta md&i nhan dugc su yéu quy tir d¥a con trai
nhu vay.

Muchan ciing té vé hoi kho chiu.

“Thé nhung con trai t6i da qua doi roi.”

“Vay a, xin chia buén véi ba. N6 bi bénh hay bi sao viy?”

“No tu sat vi bi ngudi yéu phan boi.”

Cai g1 co, mot dia con trai ¢c6 vé nhu bi chitng mac cam
Oedipe ma cliing c6 ban gai co a?

“Con trai t6i la mdét dira hién lanh, trong sang, bégn tinh téjc
bung, khong ty do phéng ting nhu té6i. Chac la né giong vaGi bo
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Mot dira con trai hién lanh, trong sang, ban tinh tot bung,
néu cé ngu’dl ban gai bat luan nhu viy sé giéng nhu da tré 6m
khu khw, mai khong chiu chap nhan.

Cau chuyén ctia Yoshimura mang day nhirng diéu bat ngg.

“Vitinh cach clia n6 nhu vay, nén trong tinh yéu né luén mét
long mo6t da. Chi la ngudi con gai né yéu, co ta tén la Shihoko thi
phai, lai 1a mot nguwdi khéng chung thiy. T6i cling c6 gap co gai
d6 hai lan. Véi nude da trang tréo va dang nguwoinho nhén, nhin
thoang qua ciing c6 ve dang yéu, dé mén, thé nhung con ngudi
that sy bén trong lai rat tinh toan, lanh lung, tan nhan. That
dang xau hd, toi cling 1a ngudi ting trai, vy ma khong thé nhan
ra dugc dleu nay Con trai t6i chic da bi sy dang yéu ctia cd gai
d6 che mét, nén ngay tir dau da khong nhan ra dugc con ngudi
that cua Shihoko. Téi da cau nguyén cho con trai duge hanh
phiic. Thé nhung muc dich Shihoko dén véi con trai toi chi
nhdam vao tai sin toi dé lai cho thang bé ma thoi, ch nao phai vi
c6 tinh cam gi v4i né. Thinh thodng d&a con gai d6 con xin x6
doi mua n@ trang, da quy hay nhirng mon d6 hang hiéu. Ngay
qua ngay, bo mit cta cd ta dan dan 16 rd, t6i cling da nhan ra bd
mit that ctia Shihoko nén da thuyét phuc con trai chia tay véi co
ta.”

“Piéu nay la duong nhién nhi.”

Muchan gat dau thé hién sy tan déong. Cudi cling cling ¢ thé
nd nu cwdi hai 1ong nhung to6i nghi day khong phai chd dé cudi.

“Thé nhung con trai toi vi qua yéu Shihoko nén khong nghe
101 t6i. C6 1€ bdi Shihoko 14 moi tinh dau ctia né. Vi khong con
cach nao khac, nén to6i da tuyén bo sé khong dé con trai thira
hudng toan b tai san ctia minh nira. Néu toi khong lam vay thi
dra con gai dé du’dng nhién ching can dong ngén tay vin hu’dng
tron toan b tai san cua téi. Con trai téi bao me lam thé nao
cing dugc. Thang bé nay dung 1a yéu Shihoko mét cach toan
tam toan y. T6i thi lai khong doan dugc diéu dé. boi véi toi, tinh
yéu la tht khong phéi tt mot phia. Tinh yéu du c6 chén thanh
dén the nao di nira, cung khong c6 chuyén vi né ma toi tir bo
cudc séng clia minh. V1 vdy, toi nghi con trai cubi cung sé tinh



ngd thoéi. Mot khi biét dwge con nguwdi that cia Shihoko, ngon
1&7a tinh yéu trong 1ong noé sé ngudi tat. T6i that sw chi nghi dugc
don gian nhu vay.”

“Thé nhung thuc té lai khong phai nhu vay.”

Muchan lai chep mleng C6 vé nhu co ay chi dang chd thoi
khic nay. Yoshimura néi rat cham, nén khiu hinh miéng van
dugc gitt nguyén khi ké chuyen

Cach ndi chuyén ctia ba ay ¢ ngl diéu, giong nodi trong tréo
khién ngudi khac phai say sua 1ang nghe. Qua that toi thay rat
kham phuc ngudi dién vién nay.

“Shihoko doan duge 1a khong thé dio md con trai téi nita
nén da nhanh ch()ng viit bd thang bé, chuyén sang yéu con trai
mot gia dinh giau c6 khac. Con trai t6i bi ngu’dl con gai minh yéu
lan dau tién phan bdi nén v6 cung dau kho va tuyét vong... Cudi
cling, né da tuw két liéu cude doi minh.”

“Troi, ding la dang thuwong that diy a.”

“Vang, d6 1a mét bi kich. Thé nhung da con trai dé vin &
mai trong long toi, nhitng ky @ic clia toi vé con trai 1a nhitng ky
niém dep, dang nhé. Thé nhung toi lai lam mét bite thy tinh nd
viét cho tdi. Phai ching tbi da cat bitc thw dé qua k¥ nén gid toi
khong 1am cich nao nhd ra dwge noi minh da cat né.”

Yoshimura thd dai. T6i day toi m&i c6 thé cat 101 ba ay dé hoi
chuyén nhung ctiing chi ndi dude mot cau. “Tat ca nhitng bire
thu ba nhan dugc tir con trai déu la thu tinh sao?”

“Vang, d6i véi toi nhitng btre thw nhan dugce tir con trai déu
la thu tinh ca.”

Yoshimura cwdi mét cach ky la.

Két thic ciu chuyén, Muchan di nhin 15i nhd va cia
Yoshimura va néi la ngay kia sé ¢én nha Yoshimura tim thu tinh
cho ba iy.

“Xét trén phuong dién linh vye kinh doanh, néi dung cong
viéc cia ILL thi nhiém vu 1an nay ddung 1a chang lién quan gi ca.”

TOi vira an p}lan com hop thit rdn nhd Saeki mua ho, vira chi
trich va phan doi gay gat.



“T6i hiéu ma, nhung né cing thu vi day ch®.” Muchan tra 16i
trong khi dang ngau nghién moén tritng ran.

“Ngudi nit dién vién d6 séng mot cugc sépg nhv thé nao
ching ta khong hé biét, nén téi cam thay rat hing tha véi
nhiém vu lan nay.”

“Giam d6c thi cai gi cling ¢6 hitng thd ma.”

Saeki vira cudi vira md nip chai nudc.

“Thit sy Muchan dong ¥ chi vi hiéu ky sao? Téi thi ching
hing thi nén sé khéng di dau.”

“Thoi nao, thé gidi nay luén ton tai nhitng con nguwdi thi vi
va nhirng viéc chung ta c6 thé° lam ma. Chi khi ching ta cham
dén dugc, d6 mdi la mot phan ctia cudce song, phai khong? Vay
nén néu co co hoi, tai sao khong tan dung co chi?”

Muchan md nip com hop va danh chén sach sé. Tdi hoi ghé
nguwdi sang Muchan, héi nhé: “Muchan c¢6 tin ciu chuyén cua
Yoshimura khong?”

Muchan nhin mit khién nép nhin hién ra trén canh mdi.
“Takechan dang nghingo gia?”

“Noéi 1a nghi ngd thi khong han, that ra téi dang phan van
khong biét trong ciu chuyén dé chd nao 1a néi déi, chd nao 1a
néi that. Liéu trong ciu chuyén dé6 cé diéu gi ma Yoshimura tu
minh vé ra khong? That sy toi dang rit nghi ngg.”

“Khd ndng d6 cao ma. Toi ciing dang nghi xem liéu nhitng
bie thu tinh clia cidu con trai ba ay cé that sy ton tai hay
khong?”

“Néu ma nhuv vy thi...”

“Néu néi dbi thi tai sao ba iy lai phai mat cong vé ra ciu
chuyén d6 ch®? Cho du c6 lira téi, Yoshimura cting dugc 1gi gi
dau?”

“Hay ba iy dang budn chan qua.”

Ty nhién suy nghi dé thoang qua trong dau toi, va toi thay no
ciing kha thue té. LA mot dién vién da giai nghé, cé tién va nhiéu



thoi gian rdnh roi nén liéu c¢6 phai ba y da nghi ra tro tiéu khién
nay trong ldc budn chan, nhan réi khéng?

Bt dau véi viée tim kiém thw gi d6 quy gia vé‘néu tim thay
dugc trong thdi gian quy dinh, ban 1a ngudi chién thing; con
néu khong thé tim ra, to6i sé thanh ngudi chién thing. Kiéu vay.

“Mudi van yén cho hai ngudi trong mot ngay diy.” Muchan
dua tay ra tao thanh mot chiéc vong. “Hon nita ba 4y lai con tra
tién trude. Vu nay ngon ma.”

“Muchan that dang 1... ¢ thiy tién la sing méit 1én, dirng
nhu vay nira.”

“Khong phai sang 1én, ma cling nén xem xét chit ch nhi?”

“Lam caigicg?”

Sau bira an, Saeki pha ca phe cho chung téi bang th ca phé
da mua ldc trude. Saeki pha ca phé rat ngon, uong xong toi lién
thay tinh than sang khoai hon han. C6 iy dang gidm can nhung
vi cao nén trong cd ay qua gay, bu lai thi ngon tay that sy rat dep.
T6i nghi rang ca phé c¢b ay pha ngon dugc nhu vay chinh la nho
doi ban tay doé.

“T6i cling tirng c6 kinh nghiém giéng viy.”

Sau khi udng mot ngum ca phé, Muchan néi chuyén mot
cich ué odi, chan nan.

“Muchan da ting c6 qua khi phan boi dan éng roi virt bd
nguoitasao?”

“Takechan, ciu dirng néi chuyén phii phang kiéu dé c6 duoc
khong? Y t6i khong phai viy, ma la toi cling titng bi lira dbi y.
Ban trai cil cla toi ting 1a mot nguwdi dan ong rat ti té. Anh tala
con trai moét gia dinh giau c6 tai dia phu’dng, nguwoi dé da mua
cho toéi nhu’ng chiée tai xach va nhitng mén d6 hang hiéu nhung
toi lai c6 cam giac ching toi khong hop nhau. Sau khi héi
chuyén t6i mdi biét dugc rang vi gia dinh d6 chi c6 mo6t me va
mot con, nén nguwdi me da bat dita con trai dang di lam phai hoc
tiép lén dai hoc trén thanh phd. Thé nhwng ngudi con trai nay
lai ham mé ca cugc, chinh xac thi c6 1€ d6 1a nang khiéu. Anh ta
kiém dugc rat nhiéu tién nhd thing trong cac cudc ca cwge dua



ngya va dua thuyen may, nhung roi ciing phung phi so tién do.
To6i rat tie gidn, gay gat bat anh ta suy nghi mot chut dén me
minh roi chia tay. Ngudi con trai chim ddm trong tro den dd dé
hinh nhv da c6 ban gai khac nén t6i phai c6 phuong an hai,
tham chi 1a ba, bén. Chuyén chia tay ngudi con trai nhu vay
cing la duong nhién. Nhitng mén qua ngudi con trai do tang
nhu tdi xach, gidy dép,... toi cho tat ca vao thiung cat tong roi giti
tra. T6i rat ditt khoat trong chuyén dé.”

“Ngudi con trai d c6 chét khong?”

“A thi... khodng mo6t nim sau do6 trong luc dang tha than trén
dudng do say rugu, anh ta da bi mot chiéc 6 t6 tong nga va chet
ngay sau d6. Du day chi 1a tai nan nhung trong tang 1é clia anh
ta, t6i van dén tham dy. Thoi gian chung t6i hen ho kha ngin
nhung du sao anh ta van 1a ban trai ¢l ctia toi. Trong dam tang,
toi da bi me anh ta n6i nhitng diéu khong hay. Ba iy noéi con trai
ba Ay chét 1a vi bi tdi phan béi, nén anh ta méi di ty sat.”

“Do 1a mot 101 bude tdi, nhung sau khi chia tay cing da mot
nam tréi qua réi co ma?”

“T6i cing nghl vay. Sau khi chia tay chac anh ta cling da c6
nhiéu ngudi yéu khac roi chtr. Néu thiy suy nghi, me anh ta chac
chin sé khong v0 1y nhu viy. Vi khéng chap nhin dugec sy ra di
clla con trai nén du la ai di nira, cung S€é roi vao trang thai tdc
gian nhu vay thoi. Trong suy nghi cila me anh ta thi han anh ta
da bi t6i mé hoic, sau d6 vi tuyét vong qua ma dan dén tu ti.
Nhung d6 khong phai 1a su that, t6i nghi me anh ta c¥ khong
biét sv that nhu vay sé tot hon.”

Tb6i dit cde ca phé xudng, chiam chi nhin Muchan. Saeki ciing
nhin cham cham.

“Vay la toi da viét thu.”

“Viét thu sao?”

Giong ndi ctia toi va Saeki tram xudng.

“U, toi viét cho me ctia anh ta mot 14 thuw, dit khong phai toan
b6 nhitng gi toi biét va nhirng gi t6i nghi. Viéc anh ta nghién cg
bac, ca cugc, chuyén toi biét nén da trd nén lanh nhat véi anh ta,



thé nhung anh ta lai khong dau tranh véi chinh ban than minh
va neu khong phai vay thi téi nghi anh ta sé khong udng rugu
dén mtc say mém nhu thé. Hon nita ci chét clia anh ta khong
phai do tu sat ma chi la tai nan. Téi khong nghianh ta yéu dudi,
luy tinh dén mc phai tu sat.”

“Ba Ay c6 tra 15i khong?” Téi va Saeki guwong hdi tiép.

“Co chtt, khoang nta ndm sau 4o, t6i nhan dudc mot tAm
thiép trong dé c6 viet: Cam on chau, xin 16i chdau nhé.”

“Chivay tho6i sao?”

“Chi viy thoi. Me anh ta chic phal c6 gang lam méi co the
viét duge nhitng dong d6 va khi ay t6i nhan ra mot diéu rang
nhitng bitc thu da trd thanh cong cu gin két moi ngwdi véi nhau
mot cach hoan toan khac biét so vdi dién thoai, giri tin nhén hay
nadi chuyén tryc tiép. Piéu nay da khién t6i nay sinh ¥ dinh khéi
nghiép bang cach thanh lap ILL.”

“Ra la viy, Muchan da trai qua rat nhiéu chuyén va day lai 1a
mot cau chuyén khac.”

Ca t6i va Saeki cung rén ri. Hdm nay toi va Saeki kha dong
thanh.

“Giam dbc clia chung ta da séng mot cude doi gidng nhu mot
vd kich hon 1a mét bo phim nham chan.”

Saeki thd dai mot tiéng that to. “Cau nhén 16i nhd va cia
Yoshimura cing la vi cau chuyén v4i nguwdi ban trai lac trudce
ha?”

“Ciing c6 thé, nhung diéu quan trong nhat 13 khoan tién
muoi van mot ngay y. Takechan, ngay kia ching ta cung di tim
thu nha.”

“Ngay kia 1a Chu nhat ma, nhung théi dugc roi. Vi lam viéce
ngay nghi nén phai cé trg cip diy nhé, giam dée.”

“Tat nhién phai c6 roi. Céng ty chiing ta la doanh nghiép
vang cd ma.” Muchan dua nam tay ra. Doanh nghiép vang la cai
g1 co ch? Téi vira cudi kho hiéu, vira gid ndm tay cham nhe vio
nam tay ca Muchan.



Chiing t6i cAm thay rat d6i kinh ngac khi ditng & sdnh ngoi
nha dd, ngoi nha ctia Yoshimura Hanayo.

R&i khoi thi tran, ching toi bat gip ngodi nha nam trong mot
khu rirng cach hoi xa khu dan cu yén tinh. Khong phai biét thy
ma la mot can nha hai tang rat binh thudng, c6 1é con hoi cu.
Tudng voi thi bong tréc chd nay ché kia, ngoéi trén mai nha ciing
da phai mau dén mitc khéng thé nhan biét duwge sic mau ltic ban
dau, trong vuon cd dai moc um tum, _nhing con chau chau bay
vo ve trude mit. Con nhitng béng hong do thi chang thiy dau
ca.

Bén ngoai nhu vay, nhung khi vao bén trong chung téi con
kinh ngac hon nhiéu lan. Bude chan vao sanh, dap ngay vao mat
chung t6i 1a rat nhiéu thuing bia cat téng, nhitng ti rac to dung
dugc chit dong tir sanh tdi bép. Ngoai hanh lang, nhirng vé chai
udng hét va nhitng th khac vt bira bai 10n x4n, téi nglti thay
cd mui chua ctia thitc &n va d6 udng.

That khong qua néu néi day ding 1a mot nha chira rac.

Tuy nhién, diéu lam ching t6i kinh ngac khong phai sy ban
thiu, btra bon ctia ngdéi nha ma la ban than Yoshimura. Sau khi
buwdc vao sanh va nhin thay Yoshimura, Muchan da danh roi ca
tii, t6i thi d@ng hinh & phia sau. Mat mot lic, miéng to6i md tron
nhv chi¥ O dén ndi bi cén trung bay vao, khién tdi ho sic sua.
Yoshimura da trd thanh mot ba 130, mai téc lua thua c6 thé nhin
thay dugc ca phan da trén dinh dau. N&ibat trén lan da la nhng
vét nam, xung quanh mat, m4, da thit cung da bi trung Xuong
Rang da rung hét, khée miéng day nhu’ng nep nhan, d6i moi thi
kho san. Ba ay dang mic mot chiée vy lién va deo tap dé.

Hom trudc dén vin phong chung to6i, chic ba ay da doi téc
gia, deo rdng gia va trang diém rat ky. Du sao di nita, s khac
biét nay that sy van qua lén. Con ngudi sao lai c6 thé thay ddi
dén vay chi?

“Mo01i hai ngudi vao nha.”

Yoshimura giuc chiing t6i vao nha bang giong cau nhau nghe
khong rd, chac la do riang da rung hét.



“Pay la phong cta toi.”

Budc vao phong ba ay ching t6i lai mot lan nita phai giat
minh kinh ngac. D6 1a mét can phbng xa hoa, dugc don dep cuc
ky can than dén tirng ngéc ngach, x6 xinh. Phong dugc trai bang
chiéc thdm mau xanh diam, bén trén 1a bo ban ghe tiép khach do
s0. Trén ban dugc phu khan trai bang ren trang, mot binh hoa
loai miéng rong cim <;Iay nhirng bong hoa hong d6. To6i c¢é cAm
gidc phong khach thiét ké theo kiéu nay hoi cii, c6 thé 1a kiéu
phong khach ctia nhitng ngudi giau c6 tir thdi Showa. Kinh ctra
s6, san nha, dd dac déu dugc lau chui sach sé khong cé lay mot
hat bui.

“Chinh x4c 1a né & day, nhung t6i khong thé tim dwgde. Hai
ngudi tim gitp tdéi nhé, nho ca hai ngudi do, téi di chuan bi day.”

Cach noi chuyen ctia Yoshimura khong chi khé nghe, ma so
v@i ngay hom kia con c¢6 chut thiéu lich sv. Ba ay c tu minh noéi
roi ra ngoai, déng sam canh cira lai.

“Chuén bi 4, chuan bi cai gi chw?”
“Ba ay n6i ma to6i cha hiéu gi.”
“Hay 1a ba ay di mai dao dé 1am thit ching ta.”
Néu 1a Muchan thudng ngéy sé cho rang chﬁng t6i dang tham
nhép noi & cia mu phu thuy song trong ru’ng sau tam toi, nhu’ng

hom nay trong cin phong nay Muchan van giit nguyén biéu cam
ci’ng ran va liéc nhin xung quanh.

“Dut sao ciing tim di, dé c6 thé nhanh chéng ra khoi day.”

Muchan thi tham nhu thé doc thoai.

“U, dtng roi.”

T6i cling néi khé roéi véi tay 1én tii sich chd civa kinh.

“E32”

Co bong nguoi trong gu’dng Theo phan xa toi quay dau lai
phia ctta. O phia hang rao cay son tra, né kha thap, c6 mot ngu’dl
dan ong dang nhin vé phla toi. Ngu’o’l d6 d6i chiéc mi kiéu mi

thg san mau kem, mac ao khoac c6 chit V xanh nhat. Khi phat
hién ra anh mat ctia t6i, 6ng ta da nhanh chéng roi di.



“C6 chuyén gi vay?”
“0 khong c6 gi dau.” To6i xua tay va tiép tuc cong viéc.

Kich ban cta nhitng bé phim ba a ay dién, tranh anh, album,
tap chi, nhirng tin tic quan trong trén bao chi, anh... chat day
trén gia sich. Nhitng g1a1 thudng, thanh tich ba iy dat dugc
ciing dudc xép ngay ngan trén gia sach va treo trén twdng, dugc
anh sang tr ctra s6 chiéu vao lap lanh. Trong géc phong cé mot
phong nhé kha rong dé vay k1eu ta dai va chiéec 4o choang dai, c6
1& 14 trang phuc khi di dién. Bdn gbc phong déu dugc dit nhitng
chiéc dén dé ban.

Can phong nay chac la phong trung bay nhd noi luu git
nhitng ky vat ctia dién vién Yoshimura Hanayo. Toi va Muchan
tim kiém bte thu tinh mot cach ling 16. Ching toi thay c6 nhiéu
tap thu, nhung birc thu ciia ngudi con trai tén la Kazuomi thi
khong thay & bat c chd nao cd. Pa gan mot tiéng dong ho tréi
qua, chting t6i van chua tim thay né.

“Muchan 0i.”

“Givay?”

“Liéu c6 that bic thu d6 & day khoéng nhi?”

“Cau nghila khong cé ha?”

“Chung ta da tim dén ca cai phong nhd nhat réi ma khoéng
thay, nén t6i nghi né khéng cé & day. Hon nita, hinh nhw c6 gi d6
hoila.”

“Lauw?”

“Anh con trai ba ay, & diy dén mét cai ciing khong cd.”

Anh ctia Yoshimura treo jcrén tuong phé’li dén mudi méy tAm,
nhu’ng anh clia con trai ba ay thi mot cai cing khong thay. Gio
du ba 3 ay | c6 treo anh cua con minh & dau di ching nita thi cung
nao co van deé gi, cai thoi ky can che gidu con trai cua ba ay da
qua roi ma. Hay 1a d6i véi Yoshimura Hanayo, chi can thoang
nhin thay hinh anh cua con trai thoi ciing khong dudgc. Néu la
vay, thivily do gi ba ay lai nhd chiang t6i tim bitc thu tinh ch’?

Canh clra phong md ra. T6i lai ha hdc moém nhung khéng bi
con cOn trung nao bay vao.



Yoshimura lai quay trd lai dang vé tré trung, mai téc den
(chic la téc gid, vi né hoan toan khac mai téc ngay hém tru’dc)
cOt & phia sau, so mi két hop cung vong c6 mau trang, ao
cardigan mau vang két hgp véi chan vay bong bénh, vin deo
chiéc tap dé tring nhung ngoai hinh cia Yoshimura da hoan
toan thay déi. Khong loe loet song cach an mic trong sang sua,
gon gang han ra. Khuén mit trang diém trong tré ra dén muoi
tuoi.

“Hai ngudi vat va roi, c6 mét 1am khong? Nghi ngoi mot chit
di, t6i mang chut banh ngot cho hai ngudi day.”

“Oi ba khong can ban tam dau a.” Muchan cudi néi. “Béi vi
btre thu tinh ctia con trai ba chiing t6i van chua tim thay.”

“Vay a, c6 vé viéc tim kiém khong don gian chut nao. A phai
roi hai ngudi chac khat 1am roi nhi. Mot chut dd uong mat thi
sao, nhu tra chang han. Con néu ciu thay ngai thi c6 thé di mua
nudc hoa qua.”

“Caigico? T6ia?”

“Pung viy, ra khdi sanh di thang dén nga ba, cau sé thiy may
ban hang tw déng, cau mua gitp t6i nhé. Nhd cau day. C6 thé bd
td mot nghin vao trong dé. Mua cho t6i loai ca phé lon la dudc,
nhd cau nhé.”

Tb6i quay sang nhin Muchan. Muchan git dau.

“T6i hiéu roi, toi di roi sé ve.”

Toi béng qua hanh lang chd rac chat thanh déng, ra khdi
sanh va hit mét hdi that sang khoai. Toi di bo trén con du’dng
xung quanh la ru’ng cay dén nga ba nhung khong thay c6 may
ban hang tw déng nao ci. Nhin quanh chd nao ciing khong thay.
Tim t6i dap thinh thich.

T6i nghién chit ring ham, quay ngudi lai va chay trén con
duong minh vira mdi di tGi. Tai sao lai khéng c6 may ban héng
tw dong, tai sao khong tim duwgc bitc thu tinh? Cha nhé la vi moi
nguwdi déu néi dbi ca sao?

Ly do cia nhitng 16i néi dbi d6 1a gi, téi khong hiéu gi ca. Chi
biét 1 vi nhitng 15i néi dbi d6, toi da di va bd lai Muchan mot



minh. Tai sao t6i lai dé Muchan & dé ch®? Qua théat téi khong
hiéu gi ca.

Nhin thay nha ctia Yoshimura, t6i trd vao mot cach lang le,
khong nghi c¢6 chuyén g1 d6 da xay ra. T6i bt cing thiang va tha
16ng chén, sau d6 dam sam vao mot ngudi dan 6ng tr trong ngo
lao ra. Ngudi dan ong ay nga phich xuéng dat. Cai ma kiéu tho
sin lan 16ng 16¢. Ngwdi nay chinh 1a ngudi dan ong ch6 hang rao
da nhin lén toi lic trwde. Toi nhit chiée mi va dua cho ong ta.
Ong ta cling da c6 tudi.

“Vang, cam on ciu.”

Nguoi dan 6ng dé dirng day, phti bui trén quan. Nhan tién
toi lién hdi: “Ly do gi ma 6ng lai lén It nhin vao cin nha nay.”

“A, t6i 1én 4t nhin ¥ ... nguwdi sdng trong can nha do tén la
Yoshimura Hanayo nhung t6i khong biét ngudi tré tudi trong
cove glong ba ay.”

“Baa ay 1a dién vién, 6ng biét chiz.”

“A ltc trude ciu ciing & trong d6 nhi? Thé Hanayo, ba iy c6
nha khéng?”

“Ba dy cé nha.”

“Cau cAm thay thé nao?”

“Cam thay nhu thé nao ha?”

“Cau c6 thay noi d6 ky la khong? Cé vé gi d6 hoibian...”

Trong mot khodnh khdc t6i ludng ly khong biét nén tra 1oi
thé ndo. Con nguwdi dan 6ng chi cham chim déng gai cai dau bi
héi.

“Thit ra toi 1a ngudi quan 1y cudi cling cia Hanayo. Hanayo
da gitp do toi rat nhiéu. Sau khi nghi viéc, ching t6i van lién lac
véi nhau, nhung sau d6 dan trd nén xa cich. Tuy nhién may
ngay trudc té6i bdng nhan duge mot 14 thu...”

“Thu a?”

“Pung roi, la thu viét tay. No6i dung noéi rang: Toi da tim dugce

Shihoko trong “Bitc thu tinh”. Lan nay toi tu tin la minh sé dién tot.
T61 c6 chup cénh lite dé ném hay dén xem nhé.”



“Viéc d6 l1a thé nao?”

Ngudi dan 6ng liém moi va nhanh chong tiép tuc cau chuyén.
“Bitc thw tinh 1a bd phim cudi cung ciia Yoshimura Hanayo. Sau
b6 phim dé Hanayo da tuyén bo gidi nghé. Bitc thv tinh 1a cau
chuyén vé sy tra thu ctia ba me c6 con trai bi c6 gai xau xa tén la
Shihoko lira chiem doat het tai sdn dén nodi phai tu sat. Me cua
chang thanh nién 4y sau khi giét Shihoko va nhitng ké xau khac
dirng dang sau Shihoko thi da bao thu xong.”

Trong ldc nghe chuyén t6i da tranh thii 14y dién thoai ra tim
hiéu vé bd phim Btrc thv tinh. Qua nhién la vay.

“Vi dinh m& mot khu dat mdi nén Hanayo da tham gia b
phim d6. C6 éy da tirng ddm nhiém thanh céng nhiéu vai dién,
nhung vai dién nay lai khong he nhuv y. That ra khong phai vi
kha ning dién xuit, ma la co ay da khong con tré trung, xinh
dep nhu xuva nita. Trude day du c6 nhu thé nao, co ay van ra’g
kién nhan va quyét tdm. Néu vai dién ndy thanh cong... The
nhung két qua that bi tham. Trong vai dién do, cb ay vira dong
vai tro la ngu’dl me, vira la ké g1et ngudi, nhung do ky nang dién
xuit nita v0inén khong thé nao troi chdy duge. Vi thé co ay da bi
chi trich rat gay gat nganh giai tri cung ngoanh mat khong con
chuy dén co ay, vay la su nghiép cua co ay dit ganh gitra dudng.
Chi c6 vai dién Shihoko 1a dugc chu y va va thich. C6 gai dam
nhiém vai dién dé dén nay van dang tap trung hoat dong trong
linh vue san khiu. Con Hanayo thi phal chiu mot cu s6c¢ 16n dén
muc khong thé vye day dudc, két cuc co ay da giai nghé. Birc thw
tinh dbéi véi co ay giong nhv mét con ac mong. Vi thé sau khi
nhin dugc bic thuy dé téi da rit lo lang Sau khi gidi nghé, co
mot giai doan Hanayo da luén miéng noéi rang mot lic nao doé co
ay s€ phuc thu Bitc thu tinh.”

To6i khong nghe dén cudi cau chuyén cia ngudi dan ong dé.
Anh ni dién vién déng vai Shihoko trong dién thoai nhin rat
glong Muchan, dac biét khi nhin nghiéng. Ba 3 ay dinh giét nguoi
dé bao thu cho con trai sao? Qua nhién 13 vay roi.

T6i nghe thay tiéng gao thét. Liéu d6 cé phai la Muchan. Tdi
lao vao trong nha, bang qua hanh lang, dung ca than minh lao



vao md ctra phong. Va roi téi khong nhin thay gi ca.

Pén & bén goc nha déu dugc bat, sing dén 16a ca mét.
Muchan dang ngo6i dd ngudi bén cai dén. Cach cho Yoshimura
ding khoang 20 cm. Tay Yoshimura dang cam dao gio 1én, mai
toc gia chéch choach roi xuong.

“Ba Yoshimura, xin ba binh tinh lai, hay binh tinh lai di.”

Muchan nghen giong.

“Bay gig a, du co co cau xin di ching nita, ciing chi vo ich
thoi. Co da giet Kazuomi, c6 da lam cho dua con trai duy nhat
cua toi bi suy sup, vay nén toi khong theé tha th cho c6 dugc.
Tuyét doi khong thé tha thi duwge. Shihoko, hay tinh ngd di.”

“Chuyén gi vay, ba Yoshimura, t6i khong phai la Shihoko. Ba
hay tinh lai di.”

“Toi khong thé tha tht duwge. Co va ga dan ong do, toi sé
khong tha ’Ehﬁ’ cho hai ngudi. Kazuomi, me sé€ giup con xua tan
noi dau kho.”

Yoshimura trgn tron mét, lao vé phia Muchan. Muchan gio
thét am lén.

“Cét, cét.”

T6i don toan bo st dé hét 1én.

Yoshimura dirng hanh dong ctia minh lai.

“Ba Yoshimura, dirng & day dugc roi.”

T6i cham rai tién lai gin Yoshimura, nd nu cwdi nhe nhom.

“Dién xut clia ba that tuyét voi, khong ché vao dau duge.”

“That khong?”

Yoshimura nhin t6i chdm chdm, con dao trugt khdi tay, roi
xuong san nha.

“That sy rat tuyét voi, kj ning dién xuit ding la rat that, rat
thue té.”

Yoshimura cudi. Khuon mit dep va thuan khiét, trong nhu
thé sap khoéc.

“Hinh nhv Yoshimura da dugc giam dinh tim than.” Téi cho
Muchan xem man hinh dién thoai.



Yoshimura tirng song & day khi con tré.

Muchan cif cho xe chay ma khong phan (ng gi ca. Ve su viéc
xay ra véi nit dién vién da vé huwu d6, vi 1a nguwdi bi hai nén sudt
mot thang trdi xung quanh Muchan luén la nhitng 16i ban tan
on ao va ky la.

Nhung khi nhitng 6n 20 d6 bién méit, moi ngudi ciing bat dau
quén di sv viéc va quén ca Yoshimura Hanayo.

“Du sao di nita, ding 1 vin lién quan dén bize thy tinh nhi?”

Saeki pha ca phé cho t6i. Qua that rat ngon.

“Ma ciung chinh nh¢ vay, ILL da dugc dong dao moi ngu’dl
biét dén. Di1 bi ngd nhwng t6i c6 cam glac nhv viy cling tot.”

“That khéng hd danh 1a giam dbc. Néu cé thé néi vy, liéu
giam doéc c6 thé trd thanh dién vién khéng va liéu céng ty ching
ta c6 thé 1ap phong chuyén vé nghé thuat khong?”

“Thoi di, t6i thich viét thu hon 14 truyén hinh va phim anh,
va toi yéu thich céng viéc nay.” Khuén mat Muchan boéng dang
yéu dén la.

Con vé phan t6i, toi cling sé nhin thé gidi nay mét cach khach
quan hon.

Nhi'ng chlec 14 cay da chuyén mau vang Ga, theo lan gié bay
dén nhitng mién xa.

Vay la mua tuyét roi ciing da sap t&i roi.



C6 tiéng méo kéu ngay phia dudi phong toi. Khong biét trén
twdng rao hay tai con hém nhd rong chirng mot mét noéi véi nha
anh hang x6m Okakura kia nra? Nhitng tiéng meéo kéu ci¥ da
diét vang lén.

Khong phai nhitng tiéng dé thuong meo... meo... meo...
meo..., ma la nhitng thanh am khé ua, nghe co chut la lung va
phat ra ngét quéang. Tdi c6 kha nang cam am rat nhay bén, dit
khong thé dién dat mot cach tréi chay (phal chang do la vi nang
luce biéu dat cua toi co van dé), nhung cé thé néi nhirng tiéng kéu
dy nghe glong tiéng gim gao gaoooo . £20000...

Sinh vat sdng trén Trai Pat nay, vi nhu con méo dén thdi ky
day thi, c6 thé phat ra nhitng 4&m thanh ma ngudi ta khong thé
nao tudng tugng néi (khéng biét nhirng loai dong vat khac nhu
thé nao nhi?) Nghe thi khéng dang sg gi ca nhu’ng lai khién
ngu’dl ta cAm thay trai tim ngot ngat, bitc bach. Va roi ta bi bua
vay bdi cAm giadc nhu thé bi nhan chim xuéng day vue tham.

Thai gian nay, toi thudng xuyén bi thiéu ngu bdi dém nao
cung vay, sudt ca dém, toi déu phai nghe nhu’ng t1eng kéu la lung
- t1eng kéu ma t6i khong thé twdng tu’o’ng noéi d6 1a cia mot sinh
vat ndo dé trén thé gian nay. Von ngu khong sau, ngu it cung
khong sao, nén dbi vdi toi chuyén nay cing khong han réc rbi gi
qué 16n, ciing khong gy anh hudng dén cong viéc.

Chi c6 diéu trong cin phong da tit dén, khi dang nam trén
girong va mo mo mang mang, Am thanh dé ct vang 1én lam toi
c6 chit sg hai. Khéong phai do né qua ddi on a0, ma né dang so
bdi khong gian xung quanh qua tinh mich. Nhung thuc sv, toi
chi hoi sg chut xiu thoi.

Tbi kéo rém, md ca s6 1én. Hién ra bén ngoai 1a mot khung
canh to6i chua tirng thiy bao gid dang trai rong trude mat. Cam



tuwdng nhu dé 1a diém béo cho mot diéu kinh khing nao day sap
xay ra... C6 1é stic twdng tuong clia toi 1én cao qua mat roi va gio
¢ quan quanh khong dit.

V6i mot thang con trai ma chi vai thang nita 1a tron 19 tudi
thi khéng han toi khong thé nghi xem tai sao minh lai c6 suy
nghi nhw vay... Thé nhuwng du suy nghi bao nhiéu di ching niva,
ty kiém diém bao nhiéu di chang nira, téi cing 1<hong lam gi
khac dugc vi tinh téi da vay rdéi. Muchan tirng noi rang “tri
twdng twong 1a rat quan trong” ma.

C6 mot chuyén da xay ra tai van phong ILL ngay hom qua.
Muchan la di t6i, nhung ma néu c6 lo dénh goila “di0i” thi kiéu
gl cing sé bi Muchan gian that su, va bi quat am 1én. Theo
Muchan hinh nhu tiéng “di” iy khong cé logic gl ca, lai con
vang vang that dang ghét. Khi dé t6i d6t nhién thay coong mot
cai vao dau, rang ham dau bubt (khong hiéu sao nguoi khac goi
Muchan nhu the thi binh thudng, con tdi lai... bi doi xt khong
duagc tot cho 1dm, dtng 1a khong hiéu ndi).

Trudc do, kh1 toi chi vira md1 bién minh “Su that Muchan la
di ctia t6i ma”, toi da bi tim c6 4o ngay 1ap tic. Hoa ra Muchan
con cé thé st dung ca thé vé ctia Judo co day. Cam giac nhu thé
Muchan 14 siéu nhan iy.

Chuyen xay ra ngay hém qua, vao gio nghl trua, toi da quen
mét né bat dau tir dau nhu’ng trong chuyen c6 nhic dén con méo
(t6i bat de}u dé v thiy viéc Muchan néi viée su t& 1a ho nha meéo
c6 sw nham lan), sau khi bi cuén vao khong gian 6n ao bdi
nhitng ciu chuyén cla cac co gai (trong boén nhan vién, chi cé
minh t6i 14 con trai), khi d6 t6i mdi thi tham ké cho ho nghe
chuyén ctia minh vé nhitng tiéng meéo kéu h?mg dém. Toi cb
thém that d6i chat béng chinh tri twdng tuvong ctia minh. Nghe
xong cau chuyén cua toéi, Muchan lién thét 1én: “Tri twdng
twong rat 1a quan trong day Vi khong co tri tu’dng cao hon mitc
thong thudng thilam sao cé thé tiép tuc cong viéc nay duge.”

“0, ding la nhu thé nhi.”
“U, chic chén l1a thé diy. B&i vi Takechan chic chin dugc
sinh ra dé lam cong viéc nay ma.”



“Oi, dirng phéng dai 1én thé chi.”

“Khong hé phéng dai nhé. Con mét clia toi khéng nham duge
dau.” Muchan wén nguc, tay chong hong, phan bac lai.

“Take 12 hop 1am d6. Hop v&i cong viée nay.”

Mitsuoka vira nham nhap ca phé vira néi vay.

“Thiy chua, hop ma.” Muchan nhoai ngudi ra. “Pung roi.
Bitc thu Take viét dwgc danh gia rat tot. Nghe néi con trd nén
than thiét véi khach hang va nhan dwgc thu tra 16i nita day.”

“Nay, tit ti da. Than thiét roi viét thu tra 15i la chuyén duong
nhién ma. BGi vi d6 1a cong viéc cua chung ta. Khong 1€ cac nhan
vién khéc lai thiéu cin than trong cong viéc hay sao?”

Muchan kéo va md nap chai nuwdc ep ca chua trong ché d6 an
kiéng sau bira truwa cia co ay. Muchan thich tit ca cac loai ca
chua. Mua hé khi cic loai hoa qua xuit hién day riy trén thi
trudng, ngay nao co iy cling &n nim, sau qué’\ ca chua dugc mua
truc t1ep t vwdn. Nhung thdi ky nay, ngay ca san vat ¢ que cung
khan hiém nén danh phai chiu dwng bang cach udng nuwdc ép ma
thoi.

“Khong, tuyét d6i khong cé chuyén do dau. Theo két qua
khao sat, hau hét deu dugc danh gia tot, mc d6 hai long ciia
khach hang rit cao.

Tai ILL, c® na nim mot l1an, céng ty lai gri phiéu khao sat ¥
kién cho tit ca cac thanh vién da ding ky. Mtc d6 phan hoi dat
70% da 1a kha tbt réi. Muc tiéu ciia khao sat 1a tim hiéu mtc dd
hai 1ong cia khach hang, tién hanh cai thién cac nhuwgc diém tir
nhitng ¥ kién déng gép, nhan xét ctia khach hang.

Du tinh cach ctia Muchan nhuv thé nao di ntra, co ﬁy van luoén
la mot ngudi lac quan va hudng vé phia trwde. V6i nhitng bai
khao sat da dugc thu veé, Mitsuoka sé mat khoang mot tuan dé
thong ké lai chung.

“Nhung ma, trudng hop cta Take lai khac viéc ching ta cu
x1¥ mot cach lich su v4i khach hang. Vi du nhu la... a doi t& mot
chat...”



Mitsuoka cam t4p khdo sit trong tay va bat dau lat d& bang
téc @6 nhanh khing khiép. Mitsuoka la mcf)t trong tat ca cac ba
me don than, nhitng nguwdi da mot minh nudi day con bang st'c
manh ctia chinh ho. Chi thé thoi cung qua tuyet vOi roi, nhung
khong chi nhu viy, chi ay con rat g101 cac cong viéc hanh chinh
vin phong. Hon nita, chi viét tay cta chi iy v6 cung dep, khién
ai cing phai kinh ngac. Trudng hop nay clng vay, toi c6 cam
giac chi ay hét nhu mot siéu nhéan.

“A, day roi, day roi... Khach hang 1a chi Funakoshi d Kyoto:
“Mot bire thuw ma khi doc 1én ¢6 thé 1<h1en ta cam thay binh tam
va nhe nhém t¥ siu tham con tim. Lan nao cung vy, toi déu rat
héo htrc trong mong thu tra 16i.” Con céi nay la cia anh Yasuda &
Nigata: “T6i da dudc xoa diu bdi chinh nhitng bitc thv cia anh
Takehiko. Moi lan doc thw, dudng nhu téi déu khoe khodn trd
lai.” Thém nitala y kién ctia anh Oita & Sapporo...”

“Théi théi, duge roi.”

T6i hoi néng voi nén da ngat 16i Mitsuoka. B&i vi toi qua xau
hé. Khong phai toéi khong thich duge cong nhan, khong thich
dugc khen nggi, nhung mong moi ngwdi hay thong cam cho toi
khi phai d6i mit v6i hoan canh nay.

“Phu... qua nhién la nhu vay. Pung la con bao 10i ca nggi.”
Muchan khoanh tay trudc nguc va chu miéng néi. “Khong phai
toi ich ky nhung ciu ay chi mdi vao con chwa duwge mot nam the
ma...”

“O kia, giam doc sao giam d6c lai ndi vay. Ké ca nhan vién
mdi cling 14 ngudn luc tiém ning diy a. Gid chua thé néi chac
dugc gi. Nhung du sao di chang nira, viéc cong ty chung ta co thé
ddm bao ngudn nhan lyc vwu ti nhu vay van 1a chuyén dang
mung ch a?” Saeki v6i vé mit day chinh nghia, 1y luan véi
Muchan.

“Ma... chinh t6i da tim ra tiém nang clla cau ay day thoi. B&i
vi toi von da biét Take rat hop véi cong viéc viét lach, nén toi
mai dé cau ay lam viéc d6. Du sao cling nhd tdi da quen biét cau
ay t thoi ciu ta con quan ta.”



"”

“Qua nhién la di cta to6i!

“Takehiko... Pa bao khong dugc goi 1a “di” cd ma. Do ngoc
nay!!” Muchan hét 1én va dai dau téi xudng. Con Mitsuoka va
Saeki thi chi nhin nhau cu¢i khiic khich.

“Pugc roi, viy thi gid... moi nguwdi bat dau lam viéc thoi.”

Nét mit van con dang nén cudi, Mitsuoka van dit mot tap
thu 1én ban lam viéc cta toi, d6 la tap thu dugc phat den tir
chiéu.

“A con nita, ca phan thu vita ndy mdi dugc chuyén phat
nhanh dén. Péu gii cho Take day nhé.”

“Chuyén phat nhanh cho t6i 4?”

Mitsuoka rut tir tap file ra mot chiée phong thy mau xanh da
troinhat, 1a birec thu tr anh Takemura.

Takemura Kenkoi 28 tudi, gidi tinh nam, 13 khach hang toi
phu trach t¥ n¥a nam trudc. Anh ta hién dang song tai thanh
phd F véi dan s6 khoang 300 nghin ngudi, cach thanh phd nay
khoang 50 km vé phia nam. Takemura bi chitng Hikikomori* tw
bon ndm trudc va gan nhu khong bude chan ra khoi nha trong
vong mot ndm nay, du chi 1a mét budc. Anh ay da viét nhuv vay
trong 14 thu ctia minh. Ly do tai sao Takamura didng ky tuong
tac voi ILL thi t6i khong b1et Trong thu cung khong thay viét rd
nén cé 1é chi ban than anh 4y méi hiéu duge Iy do nay 14 gi.

Tbéi xin trich din mot doan dau thy nhu sau:

Chang hiéu sao, dot nhién toi mudn viét ra rat nhiéu nhitng ciu
chit. Ly do la gi, chinh t6i ciing khong gidi thich dvgec. Thong
thwaong cudc song cia nhitng VlgUt’O’l mac chitng ty ky déeu nhw vay,
ho chi két ndi véi thé gidi bén ngoal duy nhdt thong qua chiée may
tinh ma théi. Nhu’ng ngay licc nay day, toi da tim ra mot cach thire
khéc cé thé ginp toi lam diéu dé. Tai sao nhi? Néu suy nghl theo cai
cdch ma toi khong hiéu 16, c6 thé nhan ra rang & day cé nhitng con
ngudi phit hoip ¢ thé twong thich dwgc vdi toi.

Sau khi t6t nghiép, toi vao lam tai mot cong ty dien may lon
nhu’ng khong the kéo dai dén mot ndm. Sau do, toi chuyen het noi
lam viée nay dén noi lam viée khac nhwng moi lan chuyén nhm’ thé,
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co thé toi ngay comg ndng né hon, kha ning suy nght cing dan suy
yéu. Cudi ciing, cd v thire va siee manh co thé trong toi déu dan dan
tan bién, t6i khong con mudn ra ngodi nita. Thoi gian dau khi dong
clta & nha, toi dd tw dau tranh: “Chd 16 ngay cd nhu’ng cong viéc co
thé lam tai nha may cvmg khong lam dugc hay sa0?”. Thé nhung ket
cuc, ca suy ng]m va v thite ctia co thé dy cvmg déu bién mat. Cam
giac raroi, vo dvmg khién to6ivd cvmg mét mai..

Cau chuyen van con dai. Toi dd song nhv vay, trai qua sudt bom
ndm cudc doi. Bdi vay, liuc nay day, toi mudn tu tay viét lén diéu gi
dé. Va tinh co, tO} blet\den ILL t(en mang Internet. Toi da nght o’[ay
chinh la thit téi can. Can phai viét mot bitc thu cho ai do, chinh xac
la tit khi nao t6i dd nghi dén diéu nay nhi? Ngay ldp tite, toi 16i ra tie
ngadn kéo mot phong thw va chiéc but cit. Va cw thé, toi ngm viét birc
thw nay. Cam glac rat twoi mai. Toi cit thé cam but, viét titng chir
tu’ng chit [én giay, khong ngo viéc nay lai khlen toi trd nén binh tinh
va thanh than dén vay. Thue sy da lau lam roi, toi méi lai thay trdi
tim minh vui twoi tré lai.

Toi bay gid khong thé néi chuyén voi bat ky ai. Cit khi mdt do6i
mat vGingwai khac, toi lai khong thé néira duge 15 nao. Tue Khi con
nhd, toi da rat ngal tlep xtic v&i moi ngwdi, nhung van tw lira doi
minh va gio toi dd co thé lam dwgc.

Nhu’ng dwong nhw toi da cham dén gldl han mat voi, dit ring
that sv rat may man Vi toi vdn con cb the giao tlep vé&inhitng ngm’dl
trong gia dinh. Pbi v6i ngwdi khdc, toi hoan todn khong thé néi
chuyén dm’o’c. Mot nita tvong toi vi khong thé giao tiép v&i ngudi
khac ma luynh quynh v6i vang; con nita khac thi lai thé phao nhe
nhom. Tuy khong the noi chuyén vgi ngwdi khac nhung téi van co
thé viét thw. Cit viet mail, toi lai bi dau dau ngay lap tite; nhung viet
thu thi khong sao ca. vag hon la, t6i c6 cam glac rat ho héi, mong
chg. Cam giac tra tw dién, r01 lan theo quy tdc viét cho ditng, viét
sao cho thang hang, cam giac ay md&ivui lam sao. Boivay, tit gio' trd
di, toi quyét dinh sé viét thu déu ddn. Rat mong nhdn dwgc sw giup
do!

Takamura da rit thoai mai va thg.ng thén viét ra tim trang
that cia minh. T6i cling ngay lap tfc viet thu tra 16i. Khong han



vi ly do “day 1a cong viéc cia minh” ma con bdi trong thu cia
Takamurq ch¥a mét diéu gi do, nod du’dng nhu thiuc giuc toi,
mong muon toi tra 16i. Toi ngh1 co 1€ anh ay la mot nguoi chan
that va thang than BGi vay, gid téi dang trao do6i véi anh
Takamura, tan suat m01 thang khoang hai hoéc ba buc thu.
Trong thu, t6i luén ) gang hét sttc lam sao dé khéng viét diéu gi
doi tra. Dinhién, 10i néi doi cé tinh linh hoat riéng ctia né. Cing
c6 do6i khi phai cc‘g né6i doéi cho that tét. Thé nhuwng, trong trudng
hgp do, 16i no6i doi ciing c6 ly 1€ riéng cta nd, nhitng 16i noi d,c‘)i
thich hop hay cach x@ 1y khon khéo déu c6 thé anh hudng dén
sy ton tai cia ILL.

“Bdi vi thu khac véi sy sang tao. Khong can phal lam cho
that r6 rang ¢ phia chung ta, nén dirng viét diéu gia dbi. B&iné
con lién quan dén long tin t phia khach hang. Néu khong thé
tra 10i hoac khong mudn tra 16i thi hay truyén dat that ro rang
“lién quan dén van dé dé chung t6i khong thé viét gi cu thé
hon”. Tuyét d6i khong dugc néi dbi. Trong nganh dich vu nay,
budec dau tién dé phat trién chinh 1a chit tin.”

Muchan da bao 1an néi véi téi nhuw thé. Nhung ké ca khong
nhéc thi néi dbi v, t6i cling sé khong bao gid lam. Két hgp an y
vdi d6i phuong, ché ra nhu’ng diéu pht hop véi tinh huong, kiéu
muu meo, t6i kKhong thé nao lam dugc. Viéc tdi c6 thé lam dugc
chi 13, cb gang het st’c dung nhirng suy ngh1 that long ctia minh
dé thang than viét thu tra 16i ho, chi vay thoéi. Bai vay, toi da
thanh that viét thu tra 16i Takamura, viét ra nhirng diéu c6 that.

Tbi cling titng ¢ thdi ky & nha suét, khéng budc chan ra khdi
clra. Nhitng mét modi trong co thé, sy nang triu trong long toi
khong thé néi ra dugc lic doé (nhu’ng cam giac nay, toi khong
biét dung ngoén tir nao dién dat cho trdi chay), nhitng chuyén vé
Muchan, chuyén vé ILL va ca nhitng chuyen nho nhat khac nhu
cde ca phé & Cattleya, van phong phim, hay nhu’ng chi tiét vun
vit hon nita... toi da viét tat cd nhitng diéu dé roi gii di.

A, t6i dd viét cd nhitng gi v6 rang khong phdi s thich ciia toi.
Anh Takamura c6 vé ciing khong cé sd thich tw nhién nao nhi. Vi du
nhw, toi thich ngdm trdng nhung khéng say mé qud, khong phdi



cwong diéu héa kiéu nhw quan sat thién vin, ma chi don gian la di
bd dwdi dnh tring, tif ngdy xita ngay xua téi da thich dieu do.

Hodc c6 16 t6 tién clia toi thoi xwa titng c6 ngwdi giong ngudi séi
ciing nén - ngudi co thé nhin r6 van vat trong bong dém, thich anh
trdng va bau troi sao. thm, néu suy nghi nhut vay thi cé 1é toi khong
thich hop véi cac hogt dong ban ngay. Phai chdng vi the, toi cam
thay mét moi...

Btrc thu thang trudce toi da viét nhu vay.

Ba ngay sau, toi giti thu trd 161, ndm ngay sau nhan dudc thu
hoi 4m dau tién trong thang caa anh Takamura.

T6i nghi anh 3 iy cling thién vé hoat dong ban dém. T6i thi,
noi the nao duge nhi, ban dém t6i cﬁng ngt nhuwng ma thoi khac
hoang hoén Ia luc khién téi trd nén mong ngéng, hdo hitc hon
bao gid hét. DU mot ngay sap ket thic nhung t6i lubén c6 dy cam
nhv thé mot diéu gi d6 dang sap stta bat dau. Thuc té, chang c
dleu gi xay ra hét, nhu’ng qua nhién la trong khoang thdi gian
ngin ngii gitta budi trua va tdi, toi luén thay hao hitc trong
long.

Take c6 tam hon thi sinhi. Poc thw ma toi cam thdy nhv thé
khung canh hoang hon dang hién ra trude mat, trong long ciing co
chiit hitng khdi, 6i, 6i, cam giac nay da lau lam 1oi toi mdi bt gdp
lai. Khung canh that tuyét voi biet bao. Dot nhién bdu troi dém
ngdp tran trong mdt toi. Bén canh cin nha nhd trong canh rung
xanh, dém trdng tron vién man chinh la chit do twdng trong dau.
Khung canh da ldu lam roi toi khong dwgc nhin thay... Neu dé chac
chan la mai nha khi xwa clia téi, thi canh ritng xanh vdn con dé, sé
khong cé gi thay déi so vdi ngay trwde. Lidu toi cé nén di thit khong
nhi? Ké ca la chi c6 thé va ngodi vio ban dém thi tit bay giv, it ra toi
van c6 thé ty di giti nhitng bite thu ciia minh, ding khong nao. Ké
cd toi khong thé nha gia dinh, thw vén sé dugc giri di, 61 dieu nay
that tuyét voilam sao! Toi sé co gang di thit xem sao.

Trong khi toi con chua kip tra 16i bitc thu nay, thi bic thuw
tiép theo tir anh Takamura da lai dudc gui tgi. Co 1€ la chuyé°n
phat nhanh. Hoi bat ngd mot chut. Su twong tac co ban giong
nhu bit béng viy. Ném - d&, ném tra lai roi lai dg... et lap di ldp



lai nhu vay. D6 cling la mét hinh thite giao tiép. Puong nhién
khong giao tiep mot cach qua cd ban, trong day cling c¢6 nhitng
ngudi chi don phuong viet 1én suy nghi, qua kht hay wdc mo
clia ban than. biéu d6 khong sao ca. BGi vi viéc doc mot niva doi
nguoi trai rong trén hai muoi trang gidy (Saeki ngan ngim kéu
rﬁng: bola n}ﬁ’a dau, ngu’c‘ii viét c6 thé 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng tam
sdu muoi may, nira sau c6 vé 1a trén ba muoi trang gi do) va
truyen dat nhirng cam xudc con dong lai cung 1 mo6t phan trong
cong viéc. Saeki ¢ vé chan ndn, song van chdm chu doc can
than va chan thanh viét thu tra 15i.

Cé diéu trudng hop ctia anh Takamura van cin c® theo
nhitng diéu co ban, chua titrng bi pha v& hinh thitc twong tac bat
bong. Vi vay, t6i ngac nhién tu hoi liéu c6 phai da c6 diéu gi xay
ra khong?

Tb6i diing kéo, cit mép birc thw mau xanh da trdi nhat. Luc
nao bic thu cia anh Takamura cing c6 mau xanh.

Takekun, xin 16i vi bite thu nay hoi dudng dot.

Toi dé thay mot viec. Nhitng luc the nay thuwong se khong co ai
noi chuyén cung toi. Toi da hiéu ra rdng viée cdt bé moi két ndi véi
ngu’o’l khac doi khi la can thiét, co nhu’ng khi khong lam vay thi se
song khong noi. Téi hiéu uay nhung qua la nhm’ng litc nhw thé nay,
dieu dé that bat tién. Oi, xin 161, t6i lai lac dé roi. Dit thé nao di nita,
toi dd dé ¥ thay mot chuyén nhwt thé nay...

Pén chd d6, mau but bi ty dung hoi thay doi mét chat. C6 18
anh iy da d6i sang cay bt mdi.

To6i hom qua, toi dd di ra ngodi. Toi thue sy dd di ra ngoai day.
Sau khi viét thwe cho Takekun, trong long toi c6 mot théi thic mqnh
mé mudn dwoc ngdm nhin khung canh do - khung canh ritng rgm
bdng chinh doi mét ctia minh va voi toi dd 18... lam vay Ve khung
cdnh e Gy, toi sé thir viét that chdm rdi. Tmy nhién viéc ma toi dé v
dén la nha hang xom bén canh. Noi toi & nam ngoai khu ddan cw,
Nngwoi hang xom canh nha toi tén la Yoshino, hai vo chong ho tdm
ba mwoi may tudi va da chuyen téi day song cung nhau tir khodng
hai ndm trwde. Bdi vay, téi hdu nhv khéng biét gi vé ho. C6 16 ho



ciing khéng biét gi vé toi. Nhwng ma chac toi da titng nghe don dai
gi d6 vé gia dinh hang xém nay.

Khi t6i vita bwdc chan ra cita, lién nghe thay cé tiéng hét tit nha
Yoshino phat ra. Tieng hét cia mot ngudi phu nit. Trong khoanh
khdc, toi c6 cam gidac cd ngudi dong bdang lai. BGi vi, da tir rat lau
roi t6i hau nhw chi luén cé moét minh, nén co 1é phadn itng cua co t\hé"
da tréd nén chdm chap. Hon nita ngwoi cung phat phi hon nhiéu.
Thoi dep chuyén do qua mot bén, toi bi sy viec bat ngd @6 lam cho
bat démg mat mot ldt. Va roi toi lai nghe thay tleng hét. Sau do, canh
cita hién dot nhlen bat ra, mot ngm’o’l phu nit ¢6 mai téc dai lao ra
khéi cita, ngdi xom trén hién nha, roi quay ra nhin toi. Toi sg hdi vd
cung.

Mau tw mii ngwdi dé chay ra. Tvong dnh sdng hat ra tit mai
hién, hién 1én khuon mdt nhudm day mau - khudén mat that kinh,
ddy so hdi - lan ddu tién t6i nhin thdy mot khudm mat nhw vay. Thue
sy dang sg v6 cung va nguoi phunit dé da nhan ra toi.

Co dy nhin toi. Anh mat chiing téi giao nhau. Toi cam thay dnh
mat do dwong nhu dang lén tiéng: “Citu t6i v6i. Xin hay giup toi,
cifu t6i”. Nhung ngwai dan ong kia da tw trong nha di ra, kéo canh
tay ngu’dl phu nit. Toi cung bat gap anh mdt ciia nguwdi dan ong do.
Tit clita s6 phong toi, cé thé thdy 6 hién nha hang xém Yoshino.
Somg nao budc ra khoéi nha, trén nguwdi dan éng doé cimg la mot bo
quan o cong s& chinh té. Toi citng nhé ra rdng ban than tm’ng thinh
thodng dé v thdy nguwdi phu nit kia. Toi titng thay ¢ ay mdy lan gi
ddy, lie thi deo tui di chg va da phan la khi cé dy o’lang chudn bi
budc vao trong nha. C6 16 c¢b dy la vg anh Yoshino kia. Néu vdy, day
cd phai chuyén vg chong cdinhau khong? Liéu c6 don gwm nhv thé?
DPanh nhau dén mitc lam mat may dbi phwong chdy mdu sao? Toi
that khéng hiéu nita. Két cuc la toi hom doé khong cé gi thay doi, toi
quay trd vé phong va hoan toan khong con hitng thit buwdc ra ngoai
lan nita.

Somg nay ciing vay, ngvfdl dan 6ng van trong trang phuc céng sé
chinh té va dang bwéc xudng doc. Toi da 1§ nhin trom anh ta qua ké
rém dé hé. Lic do, nguwoi dan o ong citng dang nhin lén phia toi, toi
nhw bat gdp anh médt anh chang ay. N gay lap tite, toi kéo rem, co



rum ngudi lai. Téi héi me thi duge biét ngudi nay tén Yoshino Koji,
dang lam viéc tai mot cong ty chitng khodn 1on.

“Co vé anh ta la ngudi rat wu tii. Nghe noila anh ta c6 kha ning
sé duge dieu chuyén 1én cong ty me & Tokyo gan nha anh ta day...”

Trong cdu chuyén cita me tdi, ngay cd trong biéu cam khuomn
mdt, toi van thay thap thodng sw ghen ty ciia me. Chéc me dang
mong con trai minh citng duvoc nhv Yoshino. A, toi xin 16i, toi lai néi
chuyén khdc nita roi.

Take nay, bay gid toi nén lam gi day? Cit mdc ké nhut vay, coi nhw
khong thay, liéu co dugc khong? Cang suy nghi, toi cang thay dau
6c hom loan, toi khong biét phdi lam gi nita. Bay gid ngudi toi cé tl{lé’
noi chuyén dugc chi cé minh cgu thoi. Toi ciing da dinh goi dién den
van phong ILL, nhuwng qua nhién toi vdn chon viét thu. B&i vi toi
khong tu tin minh cé thé néi hét duge qua dién thogi.

Toinén lam gi bay gio?

Doc thu xong, chinh t6i lai trd nén mo ho. Nhitng ldc ma ho,
hén loan, toi chi c6 thé tim dén sy gitp dd, nhd sw phan doan
ctia giam doc.

Khuén mét Muchan khé ddm ddm doc thu ctia Takamura,
tham chi c6 ay con danh nhiéu thoi gian cho viéc nay hon bat c&
lac nao khac.

“Chang phai chi con cach quan sat tinh hinh hay sao?”
Muchan suy nghi mot lat roi néi. “Takamura cing da viét do.
Rat c6 kha nang day chi la chuyén vg chong cai nhau. Néu vay
thi ngudi ngoai khéng nén can thiép vao, dung khong?”

“Thé nhung, danh dén mc mit may diy mau diy.”

“Piéu d6 thi phéi do chinh ngudi bi danh khiéu nai lén méi
duoc, phai khong nao? Ching ta khong thé chirng minh rang cé
phai chi ta bi danh hay khong, ding khong? Vi du c6 thé ho cai
nhau roi lao ra khéi nha nén bi nga.”

“Ciing c6 thé la thé, nhung ma...”

“Take, ciu dang boi rdi kia.” Muchan phe phdy 14 thu ctia anh
Takamura.

“vang.”



T6i dang dang bi vuéng mac.

Anh Takamura khéng thich hgp v@i xa hdi bén ngoai, cing
c6 thé bi cho la kiéu ngudi khac biét, cit dit moi lién hé véi xa
hoéi, thu minh & nha va chi c6 thé ra ngoai vao ban dém. Hau
nhu khéng thé md miéng néi chuyén véi ngudi khac.

Nhu’ng khong hén anh ay bi a0 tu’dng, cung khong phai noi
d01 Anh ay rat tot bung, thong minh va chan thanh, khién anh
ay khong thé bd qua &nh mat cau cltu cua d6i phwong. Hon nita,
¢ 16 d6 cling la truc gidc ctia anh Ay.

Toi c6 thé hiéu duge vi ban than ciing da ting nhu thé.
Nhung néu sdbng mot minh va da mot thoi gian dai khong giao
tiép v6i thé gidi xung quanh, thi chac chan S€E phan nao bi thoai
hoéa, va hoat dong kém dan di, (vi nhu t6i ndm ngu ly bi sudt mot
thai gian dai, co 1€ cd bép & chan tay cung vi thé ma teo di dang
ké. biéu nay co 1é cung logic nhu vay), va ngu’dc lai s€ co phan
tré nén nhay bén dén la lung. O day la truc glac cia anh ay.

Khong thé néi rang to6i va anh Takamura gidng nhau, ca tinh
tuy khac nhau, nhwng anh Takamura rat ti mi chi ’giét, nhat 1a ve
nhirng viéc ma minh da cham tran. Liéu su chi tiét nay cé phai
dang bi phan khang lai bdi suy nghi truc quan rang “hinh nhuw
c6 chuyén gi d6 bat 6n dang xay ra” hay ching?

“No6i v6i anh Takemura rang hiy chd thém chut nita, quan
sat tinh hinh thém da nhe. Néu khong xac nhan ky cang ma da
lam am 1én thi sé rat phién toai cho chinh anh ay day.” Muchan
thoang nhin to6i va néi.

“T6i hiéu roi.” To6i gat dau.

Giéng nhu Muchan néi. That khong thé lam dnh hudng dén
gia dinh ctia ngudi khac vi nhitng bite thu ciia anh Takamura.
Chi sai 1am chit thoi, ciing c6 thé dan dén hiu qua lam tiéu tan
st tin nhiém cta ILL, su tin nhiém ma Muchan va moi nguoi da
bay lau gy dung va diing ca tinh mang dé gin gii.

Néu anh Takamura dung la da quay nhiéu ngu’dl khac nhu
vay thi c6 theé sé bi quy trach nhiém, xau hon con co6 thé bi khiéu
nai. Du khong bi thé, nhung chi véi viée da bén nim khong



budc chan ra khéi nha, anh ay van dé dang bi gan cho cai mac
kiéu nhu ké 1ap di, bién thai hay dai loai nhitng gi ma t6i khong
biét nira.

To6i viét lai tAt cd nhitng diéu d6 va g@i thu cho anh
Takamura.

Nhung day da la chuyén ctia ngay hom qua.

Sang nay, vira ma&i dén cong ty, téi dd nhin duge btte thu thi
hai tir anh ay dugc chuyén phat nhanh t&i. Qua nhién l1a phong
bi mau xanh da trdi nhat.

Trong d6, c6 mdt birc thw va mdt td gidy nhin nham, to
khoang mot trang giay boc thude (cé 1é vay), trong diy c6 ghi
mot dong chit: Hay cttu toi. Han sé giét téi mat.

Mot dong chit viét voi.

CAm giac dn lanh chay doc séng lung toi.

Take o1, day la ngi dung ma ngwdivg cia Yoshino da viét cho toi.
Va ciing tw cau noi nay, toi chgt nhan ra rdng, thinh thodng tit cita
so nha bén c6 dnh mdt Wwdm minh. Hom qua, khi ngwgi vg nha bén
dy buwdc ra tit khu vwomn, trdn co ay rat xinh o’[ep nhung quanh
miéng lai bi sung, toi ciing khong biet phai néi gi. Chi ta bi dau a?
Chac la chi ta dau that, t6i c6 cam giac nhw the. Chi ta bwdc den gan
hang rao ciia khu viedn va ngwde mat 1én nhin cdan phong ciia toi.

Take biét khong, dot nhién t6i kéo tdm rém cita s6 1én ma khong
hé suy nghi. Pay la lan ddu tién toi cé cam xiic do, lan dau tién nhin
vé phia ngudi khdc nhu’ng khong budng rem xuong, ma lai kéo rem
16n. Ban than téi ciing cdm thay ngac nhién vé dleu do, tuy nhién
gio khong phai la lic de ngac nhién, ma phdi quyet tam. Boi toi
nhan ra mot diéu rdng cb ay dang tim kiém & toi su gitp dd - quyét
tam cdu citu toi.

To6i m& cira s6 ra. Vao cdi khodnh khéc kéo cdnh cita ra ay, bat
glac c6 mot lan gi6 thoang thodng théi qua, cho dit né ching dit de
c6 thé cam nhan duge. Ga chong tit khu vwon bwée ra, dwa mat
lwd'm toi, roi kéo xénh xéch c6 vg vao trong nha. Sau do anh ta budc
ra khoinha, c6 vg lien chay theo ném mot thir nhw théq’mét ma gidy
vun vé phia chong. Lai moét lan nita to6i nhin thay cé dy mudén dua



ddm vao toi. Ngay ldp tire toi lao vao trong phong c6 gang x6a b
dieu @6 ra khdi dau, chuyén ddy la khong thé duge... Take, dit c6
nhw vay di chdng nita thi triva nay toi van khéng thé ra ngoai.

Tai sao chdn ciia toi khong cit dong néi thé nay, dau vay toi van
hiéu diéu nay la khong the. Toi phdilam gi d6 théi. Trong nha khong
cdé mot ai, bo me déu dang di lam, anh em to6i thi da ra ngoai lam
viéc, gid chi cé minh téi.‘Tvong ngo6i nha nay gié’}chi co minh toi. Chi
c6 minh toi thoi. Take, rot cuc téi da tran trd sudt ba tieng dong ho.
Thit dd gitp toi quyét dinh dm’ng nhitng suy nghi ay lai chinh la mot
con mua. Toi khong biét c6 Gy dang thé nao, nhm’ng dén qua budi
trita thi troi d6 con mua. La khu vwedn mua xudn hay la con mva
rao? Neu bi dinh muta thi ta gidy kia sé ra sao! N6 chac chan la tin
nhan ma c6 ay muon giri cho toi.

Va roi toi qmyet dinh lay hét ditng khi bwée ra khéi phong. Toi
nghi minh da mat gdn ba mwoi phut de budc ra dén hién. Mva da
tanh, nhm’ng tmyet thi day lén. Ngoai troi t6i om va mau trdi khong
dwoc sang. Chi dén khi troi tdi, toi m@i co du ditng khi bwdce ra
ngom Co thé toi ngay lap tite trd nén mém nhitn, thé nhung téi van
c6 thé buée di ngoag stc tvfdng tm’cjng ciia minh. Va chinh man dém
bao quanh la yeu to ho trg vo cvmg 16n cho toi lam dwoc dieu do.
May man thay, birc thw a dy bi mdc vao canh cay nén khong bi wot.
Take a, bite thw 1a 16i cdu citu dén tie co gdi dy. Toi hiéu rdng toi cdn
phai dem bitc thv nay den trinh bdo canh sat, nhwng luc doé t6i
khong thé lam duge. Khi dy toi tham chi con khong du tw tin dé néi
chuyén v6i ngudi khdc. Chéc chdn khi phdi gidi thich sw tinh cho
canh sat, toi sé co rim vai, wdi khong thé cit domg dit chi la mot
milimet. Va ngay ca viéc goi cho cb ay, toi citng khéng tin minh co
thé lam dwoc. Bieu ma mot ké dau khé nhu toi cé thé lam dwoc chi
la hanh dong nhv hién tai va nhé va ban. Sau khi viét xong bitc thw
nay, toi sé dem giti cho c6 dy. Néu gid toi viét xong thi nhat dinh sé
kip gvfl di chiéu hom nay. Toi sé chay bo dén chd hom thw. Take, anh
hay giup toinhé...

Pén mot lic nao do, toi sé cho Muchan xem bure thu ké yé ga
hang x6m tén Yoshino kia va chuyén hdn da cu xt* nhu the nao
doi vdi vo cia han. Roi thi Muchan sé kéu am 1én thoi.



“Lam thé nao bay gig? Suv tinh da trim trong 1én r6i.”

“Pung vay, gio khong phai lic dé xem xét tinh hinh.”

“Hay bao canh sat di.”

“T6i nghi diéu nay 1a khong thé.”

Cau tra 10i cia Muchan cut nguan.

“bay ch:fmg phai bao lyc gia dinh sao? Tdi nghe ndi canh sat
chi truy ctu trong trudng hgp ngudi to cdo la thanh vién trong
gia dinh ma théi. Ngudi ngoai khong dugc dau. Cudc song
quanh ta la vay do6.”

Noi bd canh sat sé cé cach néi nhu thé 1a ho da rat ranh sw
viéc do.

“Tai sao ngu’o’l v ay khong tw minh dén cho canh sat? Cung
khong phai c6 ta bi giam ham, néu cé th1 van trén di dugc ma.
Dil sao cling da mat cong dén khai béo..

Can phai lam nhitng viéc that sang suét. Tbi lai nudt voi may
cau.

“Chac c6 1é b ay dang bi giam cAm vé mit tinh than d6.”

Muchan lién thd dai.

“Khi thudng xuyén bi bao lyc, trai tim con ngudi ta sé trd
nén héo mon, va tinh than dy dinh sé chién dau hay bé trén
cliing dan trd nén yéu 6t. Khi dé, dit c6 chuyén gi xay ra thi dbi
phuong van luén ludn chién théng, con ban than ngudi do lai
dan bi nd 1é hoa trong su kiém soat ctia dbi phu’dng bo la sy chi
phdi ctia mot loai s hai. Chéc chin ngudi vo ay dang lam vao
tinh canh tu’dng ty. Chang phai trong bttc thu c6 ghi 1a da bat
gap anh nhin cua anh Takamura sao? Tuy chi l1a suy doan cua
toi, nhung chac han c6 vg iy dang “bat dén xanh” d6. C6 1é chi 1a
cau xin su cu gitup nhu’ng thuc sw hoan canh ma ngudi vo ay
dang lam vao nhu thé nao toi cling khong biét niva, khong ai c6
thé gitp c6 ay duge dau.”

“Néu viy, ching ta can phai lam diéu gi d6 di ch.”
Glong diéu tinh té cung su nong vOi clia anh Takamura don
ca vao trong trang thu iy, nhv thé nhdm thing vao toi vay. Ty



nhién Muchan kéu lén va lat sau lai im bat.

“Nay Take, cai nay... ndi dung trong day cé diung sy that
khong?”

“Ha?”

_ “Ttcla day khong phai chuyén anh Takamura chi nghi trong
dau chw?”

“Chaclathé...

Vay a... Nhung ma, chic chin Take hiéu rd chuyen nay chu.
Trong so khach hang ctia chiing ta sé c6 ngu’dl viét vao trong thw
nhitng diéu do ho twdng tu’dng ra. Viéc d6 von di chéng sao ca,
nhung véi Takamura thi rat c6 kha ning 1a vay vi trong thu anh
ta kha sén sdm... Vi du chuyén ciu ta phai 1ong ¢6 vd nha hang
x0m ngay ti cai nhin dau tién khi cham cham nhin c6 iy qua ctra
s6. C6 phai anh ta ty minh théu dét nén chuyén nay khong, anh
ta co tv déng vai hiép si ctu gitp nang cong chiia hay khéng?”

“Khoéng c6 chuyén d6 dau. Muchan néi hét chwa?”

“Hét roi.”

“Taisao?”

“Vichuyén dé la c6 that.”

“That u? Chd nao vay?”

“Tat cd. O chd anh 4y c& khé tim suy nghi dan vit, hay
chuyén anh iy chay tir trong nha ra dén hién mat khodng ba
mudi phut, hodc viéc chi di ra ngoai khi trdi da chuyén tbi. Roi
thi nhat dinh pha1 chay dén hom thu, tat ca deu 1 sy that day
thoi. Toi cling hiéu, toi hiéu ci nhitng ric r01 ciia Takamura.
Takamura khong nghl minh 1a hiép si, anh 3 ay viét mot cach rat
than trong bang tit ca nhu’ng tinh thuwong chat chia trong long.
Khoéng c6 hanh dong nao bi cudng diéu 1én ca. Muchan, anh
Takamura da viét ra sy that va giti né di. Chac chan khong
nham dau.”

Muchan lai im ling mdt ldc lau. Lan nay lau hon lan trude.
Va roi dot nhién cd ay hét lén.

“T6i hiéu roi, toi sé thir. Toi sé thi bao cAnh sat.”



Khi thay Muchan néi nhu viy, dot nhién t6i c6 cdm giac lo
lang. “Liéu ho c6 hiéu nhitng diéu chung ta néi hay khéng?”

“N6i that thi... m6i dau thi chic chin khéng dude 100%
dau.”

“Noi that w?”

“Co nhiéu cach dé tiép cin mot vin dé ma.”

Muchan néi chic nhuv dinh déng cot va rat dién thoai ra.
“Alo, Jun day 4, 1au rdi khong gip anh. Em... ving dtng rodi, em
Mutsumi day. That vui vi anh vin nhé dude tén em. Khéng, em
dau c6 hoang s dén mitc d6? Em nhd anh chit viée c6 dugc
khong? Em c6 chuyén mudn hdi. A khong, khong phai nhu vay
dau. Nay nhé, chuyén c6 lién quan dén khach hang ctia em nén
lan nay méi cé sy khac biét nhu vay. C6 han vin ban han hoi,
truwde day em ciing tirng glii bao cdo cho anh roéi dung khong.
Anh chwa xem a? Vay sao, em cam on nhé. Cé mot khach hang &
thi trAn F thanh phd E. La thé nay...”

Muchan giai thich n6i dung mét cich ngan gon ma khéo léo.

Pbi phuong 14 ai vay nhi?

“Vay sao? Vang, em ciing dé y thay, nhung ma du cé tudng
tu’dng cing khong nghi ra no6i phai kh()ng? Su viéc d6, mot khi
da xay ra thi moi thit déu thanh ra qua muén mang. Khong phai
vay, em that s muén nhd anh giap d3. Chi khi canh sat di tryc
thi ma&i cé hleu,qua . Piéu d6 em hiéu, nhu’ng Jun gitup em nhé.
Em nhd anh diy, ti xua dén nay ldc nao anh ciing gitp dd em
ma. Nhin xem, bitc thu tinh anh giti cho em khi 46 that tuyét voi
phéi khong? “Vi em, anh c6 thé lam tat ca, anh sé khong tiéc
diéu gi” - nhu’ng 161 d6 em sé khong bao gid quén. Va du em
nhim mat lai, tat ca nhitng diéu d6 van sé c@ hién ra... Gi co?
Pung roi, anh sé vao trong bét true gitp em u? Vay anh hay tuy
co &ng bién nhé? Tt qua, cAm on anh, Jun.’

“Muchan goi cho ai vay?”
“Canh sat.”
“Canh sat? T6i khong thiy giong nhu goi cho canh sat gi ca?”
“U, thi t6i dang dung méi quan hé cd nhan y ma.”



“U, ngudi yéu luc trude ha?”
“U, i, ddng roi diy.”
_ “Trong sb nguwdi yéu cii, cd ca canh sat ctia thanh phé F co

day?”

“Hinh nhuv chitc vu cao hon thé mot chit.”

“Trudng phong gi dé u?”

“Cao hon chut niva co.”

“Khong thé nao, Giam ddc S& Canh sat thanh phd?”

“Lén qua roi d6. Chi dirng lai d mitc cnh sat tinh thoi nhé.”

“Canh sat tinh?”

Trong khoanh khic 4y, tw nhién t6i khong thét néi nén 15i.

Muchan cudi toe toét.

“Ma, toi caAm thay gid 1a thoi diém tét nhat day. Hay ndi lai
chuyén nay v&i anh Takamura nhé.”

“Vang.”

T6iha héc miéng (chic lac ay vé mit hét tén ngd), nhin cham
cham vao khuoén mét twoi cdi ctia Muchan.

Va ngay lac nay day, toi dang vira nghe tiéng meéo kéu day bi
thu’dng, ai 0dn, vira suy nghi vé cu chuyén cua anh Takamura.

Pa qua na dém nhung mat t6i vin dang md thao lao, khong
ngu dugc chit nao.

Khoéng thé noéi day la cach giai quyet tuyét voi nhat, tiép theo
nén lam thé nao thi t6t nhi? T6i van chuwa tim ra cau tra 19i. Chi
13, toi thiy rang anh Takamura nhu cé mot nguoén ning lu’dng
vuot ngoai siec tudng tu’o’ng Mot khi quyet tam lam gi d6 va dau
tranh cho nguoi khac, néu khong c6 ngudn nang lugng day stic
manh nhu thé sé chang the nao lam dugc. Ngay ca mot ngdn tay
ciing khong nhiic nhich néi.

T6i hiéu rat rd diéu do.

“Anh Takamura, khong sao ca dau. Co thé anh da dugc tich
tri* mot nguon nang lugng v6 cung manh mé roi, mot nguon
ning lwong chi d¥ng sau Anh mat trdi thoi Ay.” Hay 1a toi thir giri



bite thu véi ndi dung nhu thé cho anh 4y nhi. Khéng dudec,
nhirng 16i d6 ¢c6 vé manh mé qua. Nhung ma...

Pién thoai d6 chudng. La cudc goi tir Muchan.

“Take, khong xong rdi. Anh Takamura bi bat roi.”

T6i cam thay mot tiéng hét chdi tai hon bat c¥ Am thanh nao
dang xuyén thang vao mang nh1 ctia minh. Trong khoanh khic,
toi cltng do hong, khong thot néi thanh 16i.

“Nghe néi vg nha Yoshino da bi dadm. C6 ay da dugc dua dén
bénh vién nhung van con chua tinh. Sy viée xay ra ti khoang
mot tiéng trude.”

“Lanhu thé nao...”

“Theo thong tin canh sat nhan dugc t¥ nguwdi khai bao,
Yoshino, tc la chéng nan nhan, khi vira vé dén nha, anh ta lién
thiy mot béng dang giéng}Takamura tl cra sau chay ra ngoai,
vg anh ta thi dang nam bat tinh gitta mot dong bat dia trong
phong khach. Ngudi td cao duong nhién 1a anh chéng. Anh ta
con noi thém, da tir 1au, ngudi dan 6ng méc ching Hikikomori
nha bén canh thudng hay nhin cham qhﬁm vg anh ta, khién vg
anh ta lo lang sg hai suot. “Néu toi vé nha s6ém hon, han moi
chuyén da khac” va ro6i khéc rung rire, x6t thuong cho ngudi vo.
B&i vy cung vdi sw ddng ¥ clia chinh Takamura, cAnh sat da dan
anh iy dilam nhan chng quan trong trong vu an.”

“Muchan, khoan da, dgi mot chat. Chuyén nay...”

Tbi cAm gidc dugc cai git dau clia Muchan.

“La nhu vay d6. Mot kich ban toi té. Ngu’dl dan ong bi mic
chirng tu ky, yéu say dam c6 vg nha hang xOm ngay ti cai nhin
dau tién, va chinh vi yéu nén mdi quyét tam gianh cho bang
dugc. BGi vay, anh ta da tinh toan tif trude, dgi mot dém nao do
khi ¢6 4y & nha mot minh, anh ta sé dy cta bude vao. Néu nhu
bi phén khang, anh ta sé giét c6 ay. That dé dang lam sao. Ké ca
kich hang ba ciing khéng cé dugc su sap dat nhu vay dau, ding
khong?”

“Muchan, nhung ma... nhng ma... khong dugc dau.” To6i
cao giong hét 1én.



“Anh Takamura khong thé néi chuyén véi ngudi khac. Hon
nita, néu co bi tra hdi, anh 4y ciing khong thé néi gi. Chéc chin
anh 4y sé chiim ling thoéi.”

“U’m Ké ca c6 duara bang chi’ng ngoai pham cling c6 vé rat
khé. Néu ci nhu’ vy, anh iy sé bi budc toi giét ngwdi mat.”

“Muchan...

“T6i hiéu ma. Co thé canh sat cing sé kho giai quyét sudn sé
vGi moét kich ban sap dat san dé lira doi moi ngu’o’l nhuv thé nay
nhung... Nhung néu anh a ay‘ ct khong noéi gi ca thi rat c6 kha
nang anh ay sé bi tinh nghi day. B&i vay, Take..

.. nhi*rng blfc thu?”

Dung vay Nhu’ng bire thu ctia anh Takamura, tit ca ching
sé thay anh ay giai thich moi tht. Cau van con lvu gitt nhitng
bic thu d6é chw?”

“Pbuong nhién.”

“Pugc roi. Vay thi, dén vin phong ngay nhé. Tap hop xong
nhirng bitc thu, chung ta sé ra ngoai. A, nhitng thong tin nay cé
dugc qua Jun nén du’ng dé 16 ra bén ngoai nhé! Con bay gid thi
nhanh 1én. Ngay mai van can phai lién lac véi anh Jun lan nita
day.”

“Vang. T6i hiéu rdi.”

T6i nhanh chéng véi liy 4o khoac va bude xudng cau thang.

C6 1é nhd uy quyéen cta Jun, ching téi méi duge vao vin
phong canh sat trudng va dude néi chuyén véi ho mot cach hoan
toan lich su.

Chinh truwdng phong va tham t& duwdi quyén da danh thoi
gian, doc tu’ng bitc thu mot ctia Takamura. Ho cung da thu giu
trong phong cta anh a iy nhirng bie thy ma toi hoi Am cho anh
iy, d6i chiéu thu trao ddi qua lai va xac nhan khong c6 gi sai
léch. Sau d6, moi chuyén tién trién troi chay dén khong ngd.

Rang sang, Yoshino Koji bi canh sat bit giit nhu ké tinh nghi
chinh, bi cdo budc téi bao hanh gia dinh, va moi chuyén dién ra
mot cach hét stte don gian vi hin da ty minh thd nhén toi ac.



T khodng mét ndm vé trude, han bit dau bao hanh vg clia
minh, tinh trang d6 cang ngay cang trd nén nghlem trong Han
dat vg minh dudi su thong tri, dan ap, déi x&¥ v4i cd ay nhu véi
mot nd 1é d€ mua vui cho ban than. Muchan da budc phai thbt
1én: “Pung 1a ké bién thai hét thude chita, that khéng thé tin
néi.” Sau d6, ngudi v cau ciu anh Takamura, bdi vay trong
long Yoshino lai cang thém cam t@c, thu ghét c6 vg va
Takamura. Budi tbi khi Takamura budc ra khéi nha (cé 1€ hin da
tim hiéu trudc vé Takamura va cho rang ngoai anh ay ra, khong
con ké nao cé thé d6 toi gidt nguoi phu hgp hon, te 1a Yoshino
da Am muu glet vg ngay tu tru’dc) han da gia giong vg minh goi
Takamura vao. Roi khi anh ay dang c6 d& nguoi v bi ngat day
thi hin d@ng sau lung, hd hoan 1én “cé ké giét nguwsi”, khién
Takamura hodng loan, sg hai ma bd chay. Sau d6, hin méi goi
dién bao canh sat.

Han lam cong viée quan 1y tai mot cong ty ndi tiéng, trong
khi Takamura lai mac chirng Hikikomori, khéng thich hgp vdi
cudc sdng xa hoi. VAy nén chic chin ai cling sé tin 161 1am ching
ctia hin. Hin ¢ dinh ninh nhv vay. Chuyén nay chiém phan 16n
trong 16i ty tha ctia Yoshino.

Vai ngay sau, toi lai dugc nghe thong tin ctia anh Jun tw
Muchan.

_ “Pbung la thang ngdc. Hay c6 thé néi la dau 6c hén ta c6 van
dé. Cudc doi nay, dau phai thi gi cing suén sé nhv minh nghi
dau chw.”

Muchan bifc xtc néi.

bung la vay.

Cudbc doi nay khong phai lte nao cling suén sé nhu minh
nghi.

Ngudi vg van con dang bat tinh, tinh mang cé ctu duge hay
khong déu khong thé doan trude. Anh Takamura ciing van chua
thé ra ngoai vao ban ngay. Nhwng trong btic thu trudc, anh iy cé
viét rang: “T6i da c6 thé ra ngoai, nhung chi vao dém tring ma



th6i”, bGi vy gio anh ay da cé thé ty gii nhitng bitec thu cta
minh.

Cudc doi nay khong phai ltc nao cing sudén sé nhuv minh
nghi.

Moi chuyén dugc giai quyét ven toan va két qua nhe nhang
ém dep chi 1a mot phan nhd. Thé nhung du vay, con ngudi ta
van phai tiép tuc séng, ddu tranh véi T® than. Va viét nhirng biic
thu.

Thang Ba.

Muia ma nhitng tin hiéu thong bio hoa sip n& dang bat dau
truyén t&i khap moi noi.

Nhitng chi1i meéo kéu lén nhitng thanh am la lung va huwong
hoa vuong van trong man dém.



Muia hé dén that bat ngd!

Thuc sw mila hé dén dot ngdt gidng nhu bude qua mot dudng
ké.

Vira md&i day troi van dang con lanh va nhiéu mua, ban ngay
van phéi mic 4o khodc, thé ma khi nhitng ddm méy den vira tan
di, bau troi trong xanh trd lai, nhiét d6 tang lén thi chi can mac
so mi dai tay cling da cAm thay néng.

La mua chuyén giao gitta muia déng va hé nén phai ching
mila xuan chinh 13 thdi diém con ngudi ta yéu nhau?

T6i cling khong biét nita. Von di ngay tir dau, toi da khéong
hiéu “yéu” 1a thé nao rdi. T6i nghila...

Koibana - cau chuyén tinh yéu (mot cau chuyén ma chic da tr
1au khong ai biét dén nita) khong chi duge cac bé gai tudi teen wa
chudng ma ca cac bé trai cling thich.

Hon thé nita, gléng nhu cac bé gai, toi thu’dng tw cAm thiy
thich tha nhw thé minh dang yéu, chinh vi thé t6i cung khong
may khat khe chuyén hen ho & dau, phai mic gi, an uong cho
nao (nhuwng con trai thi chic chin sé ban tAm nhitng diéu nay).

“Bat toi lam dugc hay khong, dé méi lé van dé.”

b6 1a cau ndi cia mot ban hoc cung cap ba véi toi, rat tiée la
toi khong nhé duogc tén clia ngudi ban a ay, nhung cau noéi do thi
t6i vAn con nhd. Chang hiéu sao t6i con van nhd ¥ ban 4y mudn
nhic lai 16i thoai trong v& kich Hamlet, sau d¢6 nhun vai mot cai
roi tiép tuc: “Van dé chila & chd do.”

“Tubi tré khong thé phan chia dugc ranh gidi gitta tinh yéu
va tinh duc dau.”

bay chinh la 10i thoai ctia Muchan. Di cua t6i, ngusi lam
cong viée viét thu (cach goi nay t6i khong chic chin 1dm nhung



cting khong nghi ra dugc cach goi nao khac), giam doc caa ILL -
cau lac bd viet thw, hay cting chinh la ba cht caa toi.

Muchan ting lam rit nhiéu nghé: nhan vién ban hang 16
thlen trong tré, lao cong, lai xe hang nang, trg ly, nha nghlen
ctu 4m thue, bi thu Gy vién quéc hoi, _ngoai ra con c6 kinh
ngh1em & nhiéu linh vye khac nita. Su ¢ giang trong cudc séng
ctila Muchan cé vé nhv la vi ILL.

Lam thu ky Gy vién quoc héi 6 gi d6 khé tin, nhung nhitng
nghé khac thi déu c6 thé hiéu duoc.

Muchan c6 bang 1ai xe hang ning, rat g101 cham séc tré em.
Tai niu 4n clla Muchan gidi dén mtc nao con chwa chic, nhung
moén Supaisu va Kyodo thi Muchan biét r.

Mesu, Oregano, Taragon, cdy hwong thao,... kiéu gi Muchan
cling biét rd. Mic di1 téi chua 1an nao dwge nhin thady Muchan s
dung nhitng gia vi cay d6 dé lam cac moén in & nha va mén
Kyodo. Nhung co m’C)t s that 1a Muchan rat da tai. That ra
Muchan quen biét rat nhiéu ngu’dl & rat nhiéu phuong dién.
Muchan bao mot ntra trong s6 doé la ngu’dl yéu cu. Day khong
phai 14 khoe khoang, khoic ldc, nén ciing chang may ngac
nhién.

“Nguoi tru’dng thanh khong phén biét noi tinh yéu va long
ich ky.” Muchan néi mét cach thang thirng.

“Thé thi... du 1a ngudi chuwa trudng thanh hay da trudng
thanh ciing déu khong thé cé tinh yéu dich thuwe u?”

Muchan lic dau trude cau hoi ctua toi, vé méit that tha va
giong diéu nghe thanh thuc hiem thay.

“Khong cé dinh nghia vé tinh yéu. Khi yéu, du 1a duc vong
hay sy ich ky, con ngudi ta van sé nghi d6 chinh la tinh yéu. Vi
thé du ham mudn dén dau, ich ky dén dau, thi véi moi ngudi
tinh yéu déu khong c6 mot dinh mite tiéu chuin nao cu thé.”

“Ciing hoi khé hiéu nhi.”

“Vikhoé hiéu nén méi la yéu. Néu tinh yéu ma c6 khung dinh
sdn, dé hiéu thi sé nham chén 1am. Du khong phai thé di ching
nita, trén thé gigi nay von toan nhitng th da cé khung dinh sin,



thé nén tinh yéu méi trd thanh su tw do mang tinh chat cd nhan.
Tinh yéu ldc nao cling 1a ban gbc.”

Quay lai v&i chit giong 6m om nhu binh thwdng, Muchan
chip hai tay vao nhau, lam hinh trai tim cho t6i xem.

“Tiéu chudn cd nhan ctia mdi nguwdi quan trong nhi?”
Mitsuoka la nhan vién ctia ILL, mo6t ngudi c6 kinh nghiém &
coOng ty, ndi chen vao.

Von di vin phong cong ty cing khong rong railam, nén da sb
moi chuyen trong van phong déu c6 thé nghe duwge. Khi dé, viée
ban than cdm thay ric rdi hay bit man ciing 1a chuyén binh
thuong.

“Pung thé, tiéu chuin thi cho di1 ¢ thé nio ching nita ciing
khong thé khong mang tinh ca nhan. Thé tiéu chuin ctia Nobie
lagi?”

Khi nghe Muchan héi nhv vy, Mitsuoka da gat dau dong .

“Po1a cé thé khoe.”

“C6thé khoc 4?”

“Pung vay, khi ngudi yéu mat di, ngudi dé c6 khéc that long
khong va khéc nhu thé nao? D6 chinh 1a “tiéu chuin ciia t6i”,
thua sép.”

“Qua nhién la cau tra 10i cia ngudi da trudng thanh.”

Mitsuoka mim cuwdi ngai ngung.

“Ngudi trudng thanh hay chua thi toi khong biét, Iy do t6i ly
di chong chinh 14 vi diéu dé.”

“0,ly do day 4?”

Muchan nhay chém lén. Néu 13 phim hoat hinh thi chéc sé
thy duogc d6i tai Muchan dang dong dy rung rung.

Muchan la ngwdi hay to mo. Lic nao ciing hiéu ky va chuyén
gi cing hong. Puong nhién la sé khong xen vao chuyén cta
nhitng nguwodi khong than thién, khach sio. Muchan rit ghét
nhirng loai ngudi di buén chuyén thi thut to nhé ma khéng hiéu
ro moi chuyén, khéng c6 can cl¥ xac thuc.



“DOi tai to va cai miéng nhé” nghia Ia “nghe chi tiét va néi
can thin” 1a nguyén tic cd ban clia con ngudi. Néi cach khac,
theo phuong cham ctia ILL thi d6 chinh 14 “doc chi tiét va viét
can than”.

“Toiva chong toi song v@i nhau chua duge khéo cho 1am. T01
muon ra & riéng, néu c séong thé nay toi khong thé chiu noi
mét, phai chia tay théi. Nhung ching tdi da c6 con, van dé tai
chinh ciing phét sinh, nén t6i khong thé nao ditt khoat duge.
Chong toi la nguwoirat lanh ling, néng tinh va bao lye.”

“C).”

Muchan git dau dong cam. Mitsuoka da dé 16 ra nét budn
trén guong mat tron tria, du sao di chang nira, dé néi ra dugc
nhitng diéu d6 cing khong dé dang gi. Saeki - mét nhan vién
khac trong cong ty - dang ngdi lam viéc cing quay ra nhin
Mitsuoka.

“Du t6i bi sbt cao thi van sé bi chong quat thao nhitng chuyén
nhu khoéng la quan 4o hay khéng chuin bi d6 &n... Chanlam.”

“Ngudi dan 6ng d6 thue sy qua ich ky!”

“Oi, that 1a ich ky. Minh t6t nghiép moét truwdng dai hoc hang
d:ilu, lam nhan vién cho mot cong ty 1dn, ciing biét choi thé thao,
rat tip trung vao dam mé nén khi quyét dinh két hon minh cing
c6 cam giac hoi qua loa. Nghe chuyén clia Take va sép toi lai thay
xuc dong, bdi d6 khong phai tinh yeu ma la sy ich ky. Ngudi vo
tinh toan voi ngu’dl chong ich ky va thé 1a cudc sbng hén nhan
tit yéu sé sup do.”

Mitsuoka thd dai.

“Roi dén mot ngay, téi nhan dudc dién thoai ti phia canh sat
thong bao rang chong tdi bi tai nan giao thong, dang trong tinh
trang hon mé. Ng01 trén xe citu thu’dng dén bénh vién, toi bat
chot ngh1 rang chong minh chét roi sao. Nhu’ng t6i lai chang cé
bat ¢t cadm giac budn thu’dng, dau ddn nao, ma rat ddilanh lung.

”A

Kiéu “con ngudi d6 chét roi” ay.”
“U.,’



“Cé 1€ chét that roi, téi da nghi nhu thé. To6i da rat ngac nhién
vGi chinh ban than minh, trong long khéng c6 mét suy nghi nao
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ca.

“d.”

“T6i da khong khoc, hoan toan khong... du chi la mot giot
nuwde mat ciing khong cé. Luc d6 téi chot nhan ra rang minh
thyc sw khong con chit tinh cAm gi v6i chong.”

“Thiralavay.”

_ “Chong tbi da thoat chét. N6i nhu nao nhi, vét thwong khong
dén ndi nghiém trong, chi c6 xuwong cd tay va xuong quai xanh
bi gay thoi. T6i doan khong sai, nguwdi cia canh sat da néi qua
1én. Chf)ng t6i 12 mot ngudi rat xau tinh, kiéu “tao bi dau mat
nhu thé nay ma may van binh than in com dudc hay sao”, anh ta
sé nbi dién 1én. Cai kiéu nguwodi nhu vy ma chét di thi khong thé
thuwong khéc ndi. Toi da di bd vé tin nha, rdi 1én toa thi chinh
lay don ly hén vé, dit 1én giwdng bénh ciia chdng va néi 16i tam
biét.”

“Liéu ngudi dan 6ng ich ky d6 c6 dé dang ky vao don
khong?”

“Um, chting t6i da nhiéu lan thé réi, du la chuyén yéu thu’dng
con cai hay gi di chang nita, chung toi cung khong thé nao noéi
chuyén dugc véi nhau. Nhiéu lan vimudn chim dit chuyen nay,
toi da dén toa... Thyc tinh rat vat va, dé ly hon dugc can sy
quyet tim gip mu’dl lan quyet tdm mudn két hon, sy thit dung
14 thé. T6i da qua meét roi. Nghi dén tuong lai toi cung thay lo
lang, nhung toi quyet sé khong song chung vGi ngudi ma néu cé
chét ciing khong thé khién t6i roi nudc mat.”

“U, phai day.”

Muchan cti xudng.

“Ly hon la chinh xac, ding khéng Nobue?”

“Vang t6i cing nghi vay. Thyc sy téi la ngudi may man, t6i c6
mot cong viée phu hgp, duge song cung ba difa con cua minh.
Neéu mang ra so sanh, thi chang khac nao thién dudong.”

“Néu dugc ting lwong nira thi...”



Muchan thd dai, mét moi hon ca Mitsuoka liic nay.

“A, khoan ting luong y... toi cling c¢é duwgc thudng.”

“Thé nhung cudc sdng van con khé khin ma.”

“Tuy kho khan, song van du da dugc mot chut, thinh thoang
t6i van c6 thé di an nha hang, r6i mua qua sinh nhat, qua Giang
sinh va c6 ca tién tiet kiém. Bay gid téi kha 1a hanh phuc, thua
giam doc.”

Mitsuoka nhun vai cwdi khae khich, nguge lai, Muchan méu
mao chuc khoc.

Dang vé cudi khiic khich clia Mitsuoka vira tré trung vira dé
thuong, con guong mat triwe khéc cia Muchan lai ngay tho nhu
tré con, trong that dang yéu.

“Du vdy... nhung tai sao Take lai ké cau chuyén tinh yéu d6?”
Saeki dot nhién ma@ 10i. C6 1€ moi khi gwong mét Muchan trg
nén méu mao cing la lic Muchan dang lo ldng diéu gi d6. Sy xuc
dong va rat nhiéu cac cam xtc khac ciia Muchan déu dugc biéu
hién day chan that trén nét mat clia co ay. b6 la nét dep va cliing
la khuyet diém ctia Muchan.

“Qua nhién... ciu cling quan tdm dén bitc thu tinh mau phai
khong?”

“A...vang.” Cau tra 16i rat thanh that.

“Biic thu tinh 4y lién quan dén Suzumori a?”

Anh mat ctia Muchan thay déi tir nét tho ngay cta tré con
sang dang vé mot ngudi cé trach nhiém & ILL. Trong d6i mat do,
nhitng giot 1€ vira truc trao ra gig da dugc lau kho va trd nén
cing ran.

“Pa nhan dugc thu ti¥ Suzumori gii chua?”

“Roi, trong s6 buu phidm chiéu nay.”

“VAy 4, chiac han vin theo mAu ding khong?”

“Cai dé... tdi dang dinh xin 16i vé nhitng viéc ti¥ trude dén
nay.”

“Xin 16i 4... Suzumori da...?”

Muchan nhay mat roi dua tay ra.



“Cho toi xem bitc thu.”

Tbi 1ay ra bite thw duge kep chat trong file dat trén ban minh.
Chi can cham tay théi cling biét bi thw 13 hang cao cap. Gidy viét
thu ciing vay. Blc nao ciing nhu birc nao.

Thit tra trén mang va chua tinh thué thi mot tép phong bi
thu loai d6 c6 mudi cai v8i mite gia khoang 6000 yen con glay
viét thu khoang 10000 yén. T6i hét 1én “Trdi!”, miéng khong thé
nao khép lai duge. Nhu vay, phong bi thu da 600 yén mot to,
glay viét thu cling khoang 200 yén. Du khong phai la t6i, thi
chac chan cung sé c6 ngudi phai ngac nhién dén mitc ha hc
moém nhu vay.

Poi vOi nhan vién cta ILL thi gidy viét thu, phong bi hay
dung cu viéet thu chinh la cong cu budn ban.

Chiéu ngang cua vin phong khong qua rong (khodng 10m?),
phong kiéu Tay, trit hwdng béc co civa sb ra thi ba phia con lai
déu 1a twong cé ké cac ké ti. & d6 cb trén ba muoi loai gidy viét
thu khac nhau, phong bi, postcard, ngoai ra con cé but chi, but
bi, but may, bat 16ng hay ca nhitng nhan dan, con tem, day
bang... N6i tém lai, tat ca nhitng dung cu can cho viéc viet thu
déu dugc trang bi day da. Nhan vién sé lwa chon phong bi hoic
glay viét thu nhu da trao d6i v6i hoi vién tai day Co6 phong bi
trang tinh va ca glay viét mau tim, cung co loai co canh hoa anh
dao roi hay ca kiéu 14 vang. T mau sac dén hinh thic déu rat
phong phu, da dang.

biéu d6 quyét dinh su sébng con ciia bite thu nén 1a 1€ duong
nhién. Nhung qua thyc phong bi c6 gia 600 yén, giay viet 200
yén mot to thi toi chua tu’ng gip. Néu st dung nhitng thi nhu
thé, ILL chidng miy chéc ma pha san. Chi phi sé ting lén gip
nhiéu lan so véi bay gio.

“Suzumori giau téi m¥c nao vay?”

Ngay birc thu dau tién tir Suzumori dugc giti tdi, cling 1a ngay
toi tim kiém gia ctia né trén Internet...

Muchan nhin lwét qua va thé dai, lAm bAm nhu dang néi mot
minh: “Van con gidy viét thu, phong bi c6 gi4, khong thé nao tin



n6i.” Chénh léch qué 16n so vdi tiéu chuin gia tri ciia ching toi.

Saeki nhun vai cudi va noi: “Thé nhu’ng mot qua dau tay gia
1000 yén, mot m1eng sushi gia 3000 yén cing van c6 day thoi, &
nhitng noi nhu thé, day chang phai ciing chi 14 mot cai gia rat
binh thu’dng hay sao?”

“Néu thé dam dan ong hen ho toi ngay xua, co ngu’dl con
dugc ting cd mo diu vao sinh nhit va ca phi cd nita day. & thé
gidi d6, mot cai phong bi ¢6 gia 600 yén ciing chang phai chuyén
giqualalung.”

To6i, Saeki, Mitsuoka nhin nhau hd mdm cudi. Du biét
chuyén Muchan néi chi c6 thé xay ra trong twdng twong, khong
c6 thét ngoai doi nhung ching t6i van thay buon cudi. Song
thue té van c6 thé cé chuyén d6 co ma.

Pay la lan dau tién toi nghe dén chuyén ngu’()’i yéu cii cua
Muchan c6 may bay riéng. Nhung ngu'di yéu cti cia Muchan von
rat da dang, c6 thé 1a ty phu thé gidi dén mot nha nghé thuat yéu
doi khong moét xu dinh tai. (Nhung trude khi trd thanh nha
nghé thuat, anh ta cing da tu’ng lam dai biéu quoc hoi, ky gla
giam dbéc cong an huyén, c¢b van, gido vién, huin luyén vién thé
thao...)

Muchan da titng trai qua nhiéu vi tri, ciing c6 khong it kinh
ngh1em vi thé Muchan vira l1a ba di cta chung t6i, vira la ngudi
VO cung kho hiéu. Miii thom nhe nhang tir gidy viét va phong bi
thu ctia Suzumori phang phat Khi m@ phong bi, m6t mui thom
ngot ngao tap tite lan tda khap khong gian. NO ngao ngat gibng
nhu dugc t trong hwong thom thanh khiét ctia thién nhién, ch
khong gibng mui nudc hoa gia tao. Hwong thom doé c phang
phat quanh mii. Pén cd mii huwong ciing rat “chat”. bing 14 tién
nao cua ay.

Suzumori chinh 1a héi vién do t6i phu trach. Khi dang ky gia
nhap, Suzumori da viét vao 6 nguyen vong rang néu cé thé thi
mudn viét thw véi mot nam thanh nién. Ma trong cdng ty chi ¢
minh téi la nam.

Take, cam on vé birc thu.



Goi tén Take la tot roi, vi toi ciing 16m hon ban chit tudi.

Take hay goi tén to6i, chit dl)fng goi bdng ho.

Goi bang tén nhaunghe se gan giti than thién hon nhiéu, va ciing
dé mudn biét thém ve nhau.

Take nay, toi mudn biét tat ca vé ban

Dm’dng nhién toi cvmg sé chia sé vé chinh con ngwdi toi, nhitng
diéu ma Takekun mudn biét.

Hai bitc thu tif Suzumori da bit dau nhu thé.

Tudi tac khong cdn néiro.

Suzumori da dung but mau hong chi dé viét moi cau day.

Méc du 1a con gai cia mot nha dﬁu\tu’ & tinh K c6 diéu kién
twong ty nhuv nha b6 me t6i, nhung roi lai pha san trong chua
day mot ném

Gid toi song mot minh trong mot cdn ho chung cw & thanh pho K.

Con c6 ca anh traiva em trai, nhwng vi toila con gai, lai song c6 mot
minh, nén bd me bdo t6ivé nha §.

T6i thich di du lich nwéc ngoai va trugt tuyét.

Khong phai toi ghet rwou bia, nhung mot khi da uong thi thé
nao cvmg say, rdi sé cam thay khong vui va tdm trang tat yeu cung
trd nén toi teé.

Take dd ubng duwge rou chwa nhi? Néu udng dwoe roi thi nhat
dinh phdi uéng loai rwou ngon nay nhé. A, khong dwgce. Take chi
mé6i 18 tudi ma. Chua dit tudi vi thanh nién thi khong thé udng rugu
duwoc nhi.

T6i dung la mot ba co xdu xa, phai khong. Nhwng néu cé co hoi,
toinhat dinh sé moi ban di dn.

“pung la kiéu ngudi ném boéng, ding khong?”

Poc xong thu ctia Suzumori, nhitng nép nhin trén tran
Muchan lai hién ra. 60% hoi vién ctia ILL thuép kiéu ngudi r}ém
bong. Do 1a kiéu ngudi chi chdm chdm ndi vé ban than, vé tu
twdng, 16 sdng, nghe nghiép, tinh trang hién tai va gia dinh. Coi
trong chu nghia ca nhan, muon khoa truong ban than, ma diéu
nay rat dé gay ton thuong sau sic. N6 gidng nhu mot cudn sach y



nghia, mang cho minh cdm gidc tirng ngay dang chAm cham troi
qua, nhung nhitng cau ch® nhu “Tai tuyét voi dén vay”, “To6i da
cd ging hét sttc nhu thé”... khién minh khé cé thé viét dugc cau
tra 10i.

Cong viée kho khin ma ban van ¢6 thé mim cudi viigt qua né
thi qua la chuyén nghiép. Vi tat cd hdi vién cta cong ty déu la
khach hang. Tuyét d6i khong dugc quén diéu nay.

Néu ban phan nan thi sé bi Muchan chi trich. Chac chén la
nhu viy. Pay khong phai viét thu theo sd thich. Ching t6i dang
trao d6i thu tir vi cong viée. Do d6, ddi véi khach hang, phai dbc
hét tam siic d¢é thé hién sw chuyén nghiép ctia minh.

Nhung nhing cdu ch dugc nhin manh trong thu cua
Suzumori chang phai mudn khoa tru’dng don thuan, chi 1a mot
thit gi d6 di thudng hon mot chiit ma téi khong hé biét. That su
t6i khong biét, chi cam thay cé chut bat an, vi vy toi da trao déi
vOi Muchan.

Muchan cham rai doc tirng dong tirng chi¥ trong bic thu clia
Suzumori.

“Cau da th tim kiém trén Internet chwa?”

“Timcaigia?”

“Vé Suzumori. D6 1a mot nguwdi kha giau cd, nén chic viéc
tim hiéu ciing sé dé dang thoi.”

Thoi bubi hién nay néu cé thé st dung Internet thi bat c&
thong tin nao chiing ta cling dé dang tiép cin duogc.

“Vay Muchan mudn tim hiéu nhitng gi?”

“Vé thanh phan gia dinh, méi trudng gia dinh that sy nhu
thé nao chang han... Nhitng chuyén nay, chuyén kia ma trong
thu khong hé nhic dén...”

T6i mim chat méi khong néi duge 16i nao. Sau do téi co méip
may moi, nhung chac chan roi, da qua muodn.

“Takechan.”

Muchan goi t6i, giong hét sttc nhe nhang, nhung dang kha
tie gian.



“Cong viéc cua chung ta la gi? Chang phai 1a thu thap théng
tin ctia doi tac? C4u cé hiéu khéng‘? ”

Bup. T6i dap manh tay xudng ban. Anh mét @6 don xubng
dwdi chan. Tinh than to6i cung di xuéng. Muchan dang gian d.
D6 chinh 1a sy kiéu cdng cia Muchan. Mt dql mit, da lau lim
roi téi mdi bi mang nang né nhu vay. Khéng biét tir bao gio.

“Vang, t6i xin 16i.”

T6i xin 16i. Khong phai vi bi mang, ma vi nhén ra sai 1am ciia
chinh minh.

Giong Muchan da diu di mdt chut.

“Chung ta la SNS*, ching ta 1am nhitng diéu khong thé va
bét budc phai vay. Thu tir chinh 14 the d6. Néu khong lam dugc
nhu vay thi cong viéc clia chung ta chdng con y nghia gi nita c3,
ciing khong can thiét nira.”

“Vang.”

“Chang 1é chi cAn nhitng thong tin dugc viét sin trong thu 1a
d0 hay sao? Ching ta con phai suy nghi xem nén tra 16i nhu thé
nao, hoicla khong tra 16i. Chi cé vay thoéi.”

“Vang.”

bung nhu 16i Muchan néi. Ching t6i khong duge giti di
nhi‘ng gi ma ching toi chi lay dugc trong thu.

“T6ixin 16i. La tdi da sai. Toi sé tu kiém diém ban than.”

Tb6i cti dau xubng, cii that siu, ba gidy sau mdi chiu tha 16ng
nguoi.

“Hai bc thu nay...” Muchan noi. “Lan tra 101 tiép theo khong
dugc viét nhitng th® nhu thé nita. Chon ndi dung don gian,
khong nhat nhéo vo vi. Viée giéi thiéu ban thian da xong roi
ding khong?”

“O bitc thu dau tién, t6i da lam ro roi.”

“Dugc. Vay hay tranh nhitng chuyén vé thoi tiét, quang canh
duong phd hay nhitng chit ¢é vé ban than Takechan. Chuyén
tinh cAm cling khong. Nhit dinh phai tranh hoi déi tac hay néu
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cam twdng cuia ban than vé bie thw. Du sao di nita ciing khong
dugc can thiép qua sau.”

“Vay nén xung ho la gi?”

“Nhu toi noi tw nay d6, goi bang ho 1a duge. Chi don gian vay
thoi. Ca gidy viét va phong bi thu ciing nén st dung loai don
gian. A, _nhung cach viét thi can phai lich sy. Tuyét dbi khéng
dugc viét tit nhé.”

“Vang.”

Pugc huéng din cu thé, toi da cé thé thd phao yén tAm. Toi
quay lai ban ctia minh, m& td gidy viét thu ra.

Toi thudng bi boi roi, khong biét x Iy nhu thé nao mdi khi
gdp phai van dé c6 doi chut kho6 khan. Mic du kinh nghiém cua
toi chua bang 1/10 so v8i mot nita cia Muchan, a khong, chua
bang 1/100, nén néu khong nghiém tuc doi mat v4i bite thu thi
sé khong thé hoan thanh cong viée duge, cang khong thé quen
V(@i su chuyén nghiép.

Takehiko. T6i ti héi minh liéu cé thé trd nén chuyen nghiép
duogc hay khong? Hay sé thanh ra thé nao? Liéu t6i c6 dinh gan
b6 v6i muc tiéu trd thanh mét nguwdi chuyén nghiép trén con
duong nay hay khong? C6 thé tiép tuc cong viée nay hay khong?

Sé nhu thé nao day?

Tbi dang rat bin khoin. Nhung lan nay toi khong thé dva
vao Muchan ntta.

Vi chi ¢6 minh t6i méi tra 16i dwge ma thoi.

Sé nhu thé nao day?

Chua can phai tra 10i luén, nhung bao lau nita t6i méi tra 16i
duogc cho chinh minh?

T6i cAm buit myc den viét 1én trén nhitng dong ké mau nau
nhat clia td gidy nén tring.

T6i cam thay vo cung that vong.

Suzumori da tra 19i thu dap cla t6i bang ciu néi mé dau day
tire gian.

“Toi cam thay vo citng thit vong.”



Cach cu xit lanh lung qud.

T6i dd rat mong chd bite thw nay.

biéu toi trong doi la moi thi tot dep sé dén voi ban. bBay khong
don thudn la mot bitc thw, ma trong dé chat chita ca nhitng tinh
cam manh liét ciia toi.

Take, a khong, Takehiko.

Lam on hay }Jiét thw lai cho t6i. Toi sé dgi va hy vong dé la birc
thu chat chita tam long ciia ban.

Gidng nhv tinh cdm manh liét clia Suzumori, bic thu c6
nhiéu doan xudng dong.

Thw tinh - mot tw don gian, song trong dé lai chat chita rat
nhieu tinh cam cua con ngwoi.

T6i la mot ngu’(‘)’i manh dan nhwwng khéng h&n ghé gém.

Su manh dan dy khéng phai la bao mom. Va tuyét doi cvmg
chang phai ngu’dl nhat gan. Néu bi chia dao ngay trudc mui, toi

chdc chan vin s, nhwng néu bi de doa “dam chet gig”, toi sé chi
ditng im. D6 méi la cdch xit 1i ciia nguwdi c6 oc thue té.

Nhitng ti¥ ngit trong btrc thu tinh cia Suzumori rat dang dé
suy nghi.

No6i sg hai c& ‘dﬁn dﬁn}ngém sau. Pay la lan dau ;cié’n toi ¢
cam giac nay. Buot lanh song lung. Cam gidc nhu thé rat nhiéu
dau ngdn tay lanh lanh dang rd ram trén lung vay.

“Take nay...”

Mitsuoka lﬁ}{ tit trong hdp buu phim ra mot phong bi thu.
Mot phong bi trang tinh.

“Suzumori da giti buu kién nay ti* mot noi xa.”

Luc doé, ngu’dl t6i v thite run 1én. Trong khoadnh khéc, toi
lién nhdm mat lai.

T6i dang run so diéu gi, mot diéu gi dé.

Mitsuoka dang nghiéng dau nhu do hdi. Toi vira mim cudi
(téi da dinh cudi, nhung lai bi Mitsuoka ti phia sau nhac nhé la
lic d6 t6i chi hoi nhéch mép 1én chut xiu) vira chia tay ra.

a ~



Phong bi 1an nay khac han moi khi, d6 14 mo6t phong bi dé
dung postcard.

T6i dung kéo md no ra.

“Cainayla...”

Bén trong dung mot bire anh.

Chat luong anh hoi kém. Dit 1a Anh mau nhung c6 vé kha cii.
Trong anh la moét ngudi phu nit dang dng, dua han vao than
cay c6 thu va hudng mit vé phia téi. Mot nguwdi phu nt khoa
than, khong mot manh vai che chin. Anh ning lot qua ké 1a
chiéu 1én co thé trang ngan, tao thanh cic vét loang 16.

Qua 1a mot bite tranh dep va quyén rii.

Ngudi mau anh cé mot 16p bong mét. Khuoén mit thon tha va
cai co dai. Cling khong han 1a mét nguwdi dep, nhung gwong mit
mang nét dep cao quy cd xwa. Nét dep d6 di cung su tao bao phoi
bay dén tin chin td ké tdc, rd rang chang hoa hgp chut nao.

“Wow!” Mitsuoka - ngudi dang nhin cham cham vao biic anh
trén tay téi - budt thot 1én.

“Caigi day, khong phaila anh khoa than sao?”

“U). . .”

I13 . N P40 2 h;?l ¢ 92 h N .?”
Suzumori con gui ca thé loai anh nay sao?

“U). . .”

“Con btc thu thisao?”

“Khong cé. A, ... c6 khong ay nhi?”

Chi c6 mot to gidy nhd dinh vao phong bi. Téi boc td gidy ra.

Ngudinay la toi.

Dong chit hinh nhv dugc viét bang but 16ng.

Ngudinay la toi.

T6i ¢ nhdm di nhim lai cAu d6 rdi lai ty hdi rdt cudc ai da
chup bi¥c anh nay? Chup khi nao?

“Um, cai nay... Néu khong phai thit gi c6 thé gy phién phirc
cho chung ta thi tot. Nhung khong hiéu sao téi ¢ ¢6 du cam
khong hay veé viéc nay.”



Mitsuoka dirng bén canh khé néi.

Du cdm khoéng hay ctia Mitsuoka qud nhién la hoan toan
chinh xac.

TU sau hdm d6 ngay nao Suzumori ciing giti thu dén ILL. Va
duong nhién ngwdi nhan van 1a toi.

Takekun,

Cau lai dinh phan boi toi sao?

Du dd biét 6 toi mudn gi?

Hay gwi cho t6i mot bitc thu tinh

la love letter do.

Van nhitng bite thu ngan véi cach viét xuébng dong nhiéu bat
thuong (c6 vé cang ngay cang gla tang) nhv moi khi, nhung lai
dugc glii déu din hang ngay, sac thai oan gian trong birc thu
ngay cang dam nét, va dén dung buc thu tht mudi thi sy oan
gian nay da lén t4i tot cung, dén mic muodn giét nguoi.

Pén cqu ciing

coi thwong tdi sao?

Toi thute sw hdn cdu dén mitec mudn giét ngudi.

Toi thiwte syt hdn cdu

dén mitc mudn giét ngwdi.

To6i

chimudn

mot bite thv tinh théi ma.

Tham chi chi cé nhv vay ma

cqu cung cy tuyét hay sao?

Bén trong bwc thu tht muwoi mot cé kem dﬁl} mong tay, con
btc thu th muwdoi hai dung mot manh giay tham mau va ludi
dao cao.

“Thé nay thi thit qué stte chiu dung réi.”

Muchan thd ra mot hoi dai thuon thuot.

“Takechan, ciu khong hé tra 16i ding khéng?”



“T6i da lam dung theo chi thi ctia giam doc 1a dirng tra 16i &
be thu thit bay.”

“Um, nhu vy la duge roi. Gid toi sé cho tién hanh cudng ché
huy bé hgp dong theo quy dinh. Cling chi con cach nay thoéi, vay
sé khong phai viet thu nira.”

“Vang...”

“Nobue, nhd ¢6 thyc hién cac thu tuc gitp t6i.”

“Vang.”

“Cho gri trd lai tit ca nhitng gi ma Suzumori da giti dén. Va
tap hgp het thu lai. C6 tinh dugc so6 tién hoan tra cho hoi vién
luoén khong?”

“Pugca.”

Cé6 tiéng chudng dién thoai reo. Saeki nghe may roi bat dau
giai thich khai quat vé ILL. Chac la c6 ai d6 dang dang ky xin gia
nhap hoi vién.

Toi quay vé chd, dinh sé tlép tuc cong viéc cia minh. H6i vién
do t6i quan ly kha dong Gan day vi chuyén ctia Suzumori chiém

mét nh1eu thdi gian va sw chi ¥ nén toi da khong thé viét thw tra
10i cho tat ca cac hdi vién nay.

Phai ¢ gang lén tho6i. Nhung du nghi nhu vy, ca tay 14n dau
déu khong thé binh thuwdng lai dugc. Téi tiép tuc ngdi van vé cay
but bi trén ban. Roi nhitng tiéng thd dai ¢ dua nhau tuén ra
khong ngi'ng.

Ly do gi khién moi viéc trd nén nhuw vay? Vudng méc}c’? chd
nao? Neu Suzumori da mong moi nhu the, hay la téi viet mot
btc thu tinh cho ¢6 ay nhi?

Nhung t6i khong thé nao ép minh viét ra nhitng 161 dbi tra iy
dugec.

Anh yéu em. Anh véu em. Anh chdng thé yéu ai khéc ngodi em.
Anh muon danh cd ddi dé song bén em.

Anh vt mudn gdp em. Anh vé cung thich em.

T6i khong thé nao viét ra nhu’ng 101 ma ngay dén nghi toi
ciing chua bao gid lam. Ké ca ¢ ép minh viét ra dugc di ching

o ~



nita thi mét bre thw tinh nhu thé cling chang thé dap Ung
nhrng gi Suzumori mong muon . bung roi, diéu Suzumori
mong mudn 14 gi? Thue sy ¢ 4y mudn mot bire thu tinh ra sao?

Khéng phdi moét bite thu qua loa dai khdi, mudn viét thé nao
cung duwoc, Takekun q.

Thit cam xdc tudn trao ti cdu noi nay khong phai sy phan
nd, ciing khéng phai 1a do mit binh tinh... Nhat dinh khong
phai. Vay d6 1a gi? La gi vay? Khong phai su chin dong tam ly
bung chay mdt cach manh liét, ma la mét th gi d6 u to6i hon,
nang né hon, mo6t thit chim lang that sau.

Tuyét vong - hai tiéng d6 ¢ hién 1én trong tam tri toi.

T-U-Y-E-T V-O-N-G - chin chi¥ cai luén ving vang bén tai.

bay chinh la con ngudi cta toi.

Ngudi phu nit khoéa than trong anh ning lot qua ké 14 iy c6
phai dang mim cudi?

“Pgichat.”

Toi bat day. Luc téi dirng day, luc day tao ra kha manh, khién
banh xe & chan ghé kéu rit 1én roéi trugt vé phia sau. T1eng dong
phat ra thu hut sy cha y. Mitsuoka - nguwdi dang ngodi & plua d6i
dién va Saeki ngudi ngoi ngay bén canh déu dong loat ngang 1én
nhin t6i.

“bgi? bgicaigico?”

Muchan ding trudc ti do cling quay dau réi hdi nguge lai toi.

“Xin hay tam dirng viéc hily bd hgp dong véi Suzumori.”

To6i vra d@rt 101 thi Muchan van con om déng tai liéu trén tay
tw tif quay ca ngudi lai, dé tap tai liéu xuong mat ban rdi nhin to6i
cham cham.

“Thé 1a nhu thé nao?”

_“Toi sé thi yiét lai moét btte thu cho Suzumori. Xin hiy dé toi
viét thu thém 1an nira.”

_ “T6i khéng thé chip nhan mét bie thu tinh toan nhirng 161
doi tra. Vi day khong phai viéc ching ta can phai lam.”

“Viéc nay toi hiéu.”



“Cau da biét ro sy viée nhu thé roéi ma van con ndi ciu nay
sao?”

“Pung vay, toi rat mong dugc phép. Hay dé toi thit thém mot
lan nira.”

Mobi Muchan khé cong 1én. Anh nhin huéng 1én trén nghiéng
vé bén trai 30 . Pay chinh la vé mit clia ¢6 ay mdi khi phan
tam khong thé quyét dude viéce gi dé.

“Nhu thé chang phai tét hon sao?”

Mitsuoka nhe nhang phe phay td tai liéu. “Tha tuc hity hop
dong nay lic nao lam cling dugc ma.”

Muchan di chuyén tdm nhin tir géc phia trén nghiéng trai 30
do6 sang cho toi.

“Toi h1eu roi. Vay cau hay viét thu tra 16i cho Suzumori thém
lan nita. Lan nay khong can phai theo bat c quy dinh nao.
Takechan c® viét nhitng gi minh nghi 1a dwge. Va vin nhuv moi
lan, cau hay copy lai @€ lvu gii cin than.”

“Vang. T6i cadm on.”

T6i cAm on Muchan mot cach sau sic voi tuw cach 1a cap duéi
cAm ta cap trén, cht khong phai véi ngudi di ctia minh.

Suzumori,

Ciing lau ldm rdi tdi méi tra 101 thu cita chi. V6 ciing xin 161 vi dén
tan gid nay téi van chuwa hoi am cho chi. Thanh that ma néi,
Suzumori dd qud ky vong vdo con ngwdi toi roi.

T61 khong thé viét thw tinh cho Suzumori duge. Nhitng gi téi néi
sau day toi chwa titng boc bach véi ai ca. Cing chwta titng giri thw
cho ai bdng nhitng loi lé nay.

Khi viét thw qua lai véi Suzumori, toi mgi nhan ra rdng ban than
chdng cé chitt kinh nghiém 91 vé tinh yéu ca.

Chuyén day chdc chi can nghi moét chut la sé hiéu dwoc thoi,
nhwng tham chi du chi nghi mét chut, téi ciing chiwa bao gid lam.

T6i la ngwdi uon gdp khé khan trong viée tiép xic véi ngwdi
khdc. Thinh thodng t6i con bi bdi rdi trong cd viéc cwdinéi, vui choi,
tranh cdi vGi ngudi kKhac. Hoi hoc cap ba, toi tutng tuy nhot minh



trong nha sudt nita ndm. Gio' t6i méi cé thé ra khéinha, lam viéc va
viét thu.

Suzumori, toi luon ty nhu la co 1é toi sé mai mat, mai mai bvt’c'fco
chdm hon tat cd moi ngwoi. Va tir nay ve sau toi ciing chi cé the
bwdc titng bwwdce tir tir va chdm rai...

Co le trong nhu’ng budc cham chap a ay, toi sé gdp dwge mot ai do,
mén thich mot ai &6 va yéu say ddam ching?

Suzumori, toi rt xin 16i.

T6i chdng thé viét cho chi mot bite thw tinh.

Nhung toi rat mudn biét nhiéu diéu hon vé chi. Téi thwe sv rat
quan tdm dén chi.

Chi c6 con mudn trao doi thu véi toi nita hay khong?

Dt chi con s6t lai mot chitt v nghi dé thoi thi xin hay tra 1oi cho to6i
nhé.

Tbi sé doi.

Nhitng dong nay déu da duge Muchan duyét qua.

“Um. Viét tot 1dm.”

Muchan git dau hai long. That 1ong ma néi, ldc dé6 toi da thd
phaonhe nhom.

“That ra thi van con moét chd chua dung lam nhung théi, c
cho la dugc roi di. U'm, Takechan, ciu da viét duwge mot bire thu
rat tuyét.”

“Btic thu bi sai gia? Hay la sai chinh ta?”

Khong pha1 khong phai chua ding theo y day. Thoi ditng
déy den viéc nay nita. Cau hay nhanh chong copy lai mot ban.
Cau van dang con ton dong rit nhiéu coéng viéc khic dung
khong?”

“Ciing tuong déia.”
_ “Vay thi nhanh 1én. Ching ta vira ¢6 thém mot hdi vién mdi
can cau dam nhiém day.”
“Vanga.”
“Ma nay Takekun...”



“Saoa?”

“Vé may btic thu tinh y. T6i...” Muchan chgt cudi rit sung
sudng. “Toi da ting dugc nhan mot bic thu tinh vo cung, vo
cung ngot ngao.”

Toi da rat boi rdi vi khong biét phdi tra 151 thé nao, nén két
cuc chi biet im ldng gat dau dong . Néu la mot ngudi tirng trai
tinh trudng nhiéu nhu Muchan thi chic phai nhian dugc rat
nhiéu thu tinh ngot ngao roi.

Clng kh()ng phai viéc gi qua kho hiéu.

Tbi tré vé chd clia minh, tv doc lai nhng gi minh da viét. ROt
cuc da sai & chd nao? Tbdi thue sw khong biét.

Thu hoi dap clia Suzumori dudc gui dén hai tuan sau day.
Pung vao ngay mong Mot thang Nam, ngay Quoc té Lao dong.
Troi hom nay chot ning birng 1én, hon nita con 13 mot ngay
ning thang Nam.

Take o1,

Cam on cdu. Toi thuc sv rit xin 161 cdu.

Piing la toi yéu mat roi.

Mot tinh yéu that sy. Bitc hinh toi giti hom trude chinh la bire
hinh ma ngwdi toi yéu chup. Toi chac chdn da yéu ngudi dé bang ca
tam hom minh.

Toi da khao khat mudn nhan duge mot bite thu. Mot bive thw
tran day tinh yéu danh cho toi.

Take o1, xin 16i nhé. Thuc sw xin 16i cqu.

Van 1a cich xubng dong nhiéu dén bat thudng diy nhung la
mot bic thi hoan chinh. Nhin ky sé thay cau chit ¢6 hoi 1on x6n.

“Biic thu clla Take qua that da cé tac dung tét.”

Saeki dng ding sau Muchan, ruén c6 nhin vao bte thu roi
mim cuwdi. Nu cudi nhu thé dang thd phao nhe nhdm. Chuyén
ctia Suzumori dudng nhu da trd thanh mobi quan tAm chung clia
tat ca cAc nhan vién & day, n6 bam chat vao tam tri ho.



“Pén gid ching ta chua thé nao biét viéc nay gidi quyét xong
xuo6i chua, nhung chéc 1a van tiép tuc duwge nhi?”

Muchan cling cudi.

“Pé toi pha ca phé!” Saeki dang ding trong phong pha tra bat
ngd lén tieng. Chi mo6t lace sau, hvong thom du mdi thoang
thoang nhung da bao phit khip khéng gian.

Ngay hom sau toi viét thu tra 16i va mudi ngay sau thi thu ciia
Suzumori dugc guri toi.

Guti Take,

Cdu héy giit sttc khée dé khong bi 6m nhé!

Gan ddy sttc khde ciia téi khong dwge on dinh lam.

Pé t6i ké cho cdu nghe chuyén vé bire thw tinh ctia minh, cé dwgc
khong?

b6 la bite thw toi dugc nhan tir ngwdi yéu cua toi. Bite thw a ay
that sy rat tuyét voi, né khién long ngu’c toi thay rao ruwe vé cung.
Bitc thw do dwge gii cung bitc anh ma hom trude toi da giri cho
cau. Nguoi yeu toi 101 mot nhiép anh gia. Anh dy khong phdi mot

nl/uep anh gia qua noi tiéng nhuwng la nguwdi chup dwge nhitng bire
dnh rat tuyét voi.

Bitc hinh d6 ciing la bite dnh mau hiém cé ciia thai dy. Chdng biét
tai sao toilai giti cho Take bitc hinh do.

Cau cé sao khdéng? Toi xin 16i nhé.

_Sau khi doc xong bitc thi v6 cung chdn thanh cia Take, toi thay

dau 6c va trai tim minh da binh tinh tré lai.

Take 01, toi dad bi ngudi ta phdan boi.

b6 chinh la ngudi yéu ciia toi.

A khong, khong thé néi toi la nguoi bi vitt bo. Ma c6 1 phai néi
toi la ngwoi da virt bd, phan boi anh ay thi dung hon.

T6i dd khong dbc hét\ sirc p’[&u tranh chong lai sw phdn dbi cita bd
me, bibat ép chia tay, rOi cuoi cung ket hom véinguwdi khac.

Chuyen nhw thé nay chédc cdu citng dwoc nghe nhiéu roi, nguwaoi
toi phai ldy la con trai mot ddi tdc quan trong clia cong ty do bo toi



lam chit. Khi d6 néu t6i khong lay ngudi ta, cong ty ctia bo toi sé
khong thé tiép tuc ditng vitng dwoc.

Trong bitc thw trude, toi c6 viét rdng sau khi két hom véi ngwdi
dé chua day mot nam thi chung toily hon, nhung that ra ddy la mot
15 n6i dbi. Toi dd chung séng vdi chong may chuc ndm lién.

Chong toi cvmg vi bi b6 me ép budc ma két hon voi toi. Nhung
Nngwoi ay khong glong t6i, sau khi két hon Nnguwoi ay van tiép tuc qua
lgi v0i c6 gai minh yeu Tham chi dén litc chét ciing la trit hoi thd
cudi cing & cin ho clia ngwdi phu nit @o.

Piing la chdng com cdch nao. Chdng con cdch nao khdc.

Trong dém tang 1€ ciia ngwdi dy, cé ta da khoc.

Con toi thi chdng heé roi mot giot nwoc mdt nao. Nhwng con ngwdi
khong hé khéc la toi ciing da rat dau kho.

Take o1,

Nguoi yeu clia toi dot nhién xudt hién trudc mat téivao ngay thw
ba sau glo ddu ciia nguoi chong qué c6. Anh Gy bay té rang van luon
nghi vé toiva khong thé ndao quén duge toi.

P6i v&i mot nguwol vom khong hé nhan duogc sw yéu thwong hay
dong cdm tit chong nhu toi thi titng cdu, titng chit dé da lay dong
t&i sau tham trdi tim.

Cuing co6 nhitng chuyén kiéu nhw mot cdu néi cé thé cham téi sau
tham tam hon dung khong? Take, xin 161 vi khong thé ké v6 hon
dwoc. N6i thé nay khong phdi la cé ¥ xitc pham gi nhwng vi toi da
qué dau kho.

Ngudivéu toi that ra chi nhdm vao tai sdn thita ké ciia chong toi.

bé cuwdp lay tai san ma toi dwoc thita ké, anh dy da tiép can toi.
N6imot cach khac, day chinh la mot vu liva dao.

Anh ta dvmg nhitng 101 ngon ngot dé du db tbi, chiém ldy gan nhuw
toan bo tai san thira ké tir toi roi bién mdt.

Take, cdu c6 hleyL duwgc sy tuyét vong ciia téi khong? Hon ca sy
dau kho vi bi lita mat tai san la sy tuyét vong vi bi phdan boi dén mire
hoi thé tat lim.



D6 chinh la sw tra thu ciia anh ta. Téi da tw nhit nhw thé. Tha e
cho lavay, con cam thay vui hon viéc tin rdang anh ay vi’c&n tien nén
méi tiép can toi. Nhwng khi anh ta bi bat, toi méi biét duge rdng
anh ta dd ditng chinh manh khée dy dé lita gat nhiéu phu nit khdc
nua...

Toi dé dot heét nhitng bitc thw nhan dugc tit han ta. Nnwng lai 16
o’[éisét bitc hinh dé. Tai sao vay? Co phai vi téi khong muon quén di
niem hanh phiic khi dwge chup bitc hinh dé hay khong? Cam on cGu
da guri tra lgi bitc hinh do cho téi. Gid toi da cam thay nhe nhom hon
nhiéu roi.

Take a,

Két cuc thi toi chdng dwoc ai yéu thwang.

biéu nay thwe qua dau dén.

Gwri chi Suzumori,

T61 mbi song trén doi dwgc muwoi tam nam thoi va cing chva
twtng yéu ai. Vay nén toi chang thé noi gi dwgc.

Nhwng lan sau, chi Suzumori hdy cho t6i biét thém vé ngwdi chi
yéu nhé. Toi sé thit suy nghi lai xem sao. Nghi xem t6i c6 dang yéu ai
khong.

M5t lite nao dé toi citng sé mudn viét mot bite thu tinh thyc sy.
Mot bite thw tinh danh cho ngudi toi yéu bang ca trai tim minh.

T6inhat dinh sé lam nhu vay.

_ Sau do6 t6i khéng nhan dugce thu héi am t Suzumori nita. Pa
hét thang Nam roi, thdi tiét cing bat dau budc sang mua mua
nhung toi van chva nhan duge thu hoi am.

“Pa c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“U, thatkyla.”

“Hay c0 Ay khong thich nhitng gi toi viét trong thu?”

“C6 1é dung la vay. To6i nghi sé khong thé c6 chuyén cat lién
lac mai duge.”

“Vay thi tai sao? Pé t6i giti lai thu xem thé nao.”



“U, dung day. Néu viét thu lai, cAu nén g¥i buu thiép thi tot
hon.”

Budi toi sau khi néi chuyén véi Muchan, tdi lién viét buu
thiep giti dén dia chi cia Suzumori.

Suzumori, da lau roi khéng viét thu cho chi.

Chi qﬁn khoe chit? Vi khong nhan duge thu ciia chi nén toi thay
hoilo ldng. Sitc khée clia chi dao nay the nao?

T61 sé viét thwt lai cho chi.

T6i cho thw tra 16i cita Suzumori.

O ILL mét ngay c6 hai 1an tap hop thu réi giti di. Nhung buu
thiep t6i giti cho Suzumori chi ¢6 mdt t& duy nhat, nén téi da
quyét dinh tha né vao hop thu gan nha.

Gi6 théi 14 vang bay xio xac.

DAu hiéu két thic miia mua da xuAt hién, thoi diém nay ciing
da chinh thitc budc sang he, ILL lai duge mot ngudi phu nit ghé
tham.

D6 1a mot ngudi dep khoang trén dwdi bén muoi, ding ngudi
thon tha.

Trén nguwsi mic ao cAnh mau bong trang cung vay Xep ly mau
xam sang, du nhin qua thi thiy kha gidn di nhung cé vé déu la
hang cao cap.

“Rat xin 16i moi ngudi vi s dwdng dot nay. Toi 1a Hayakawa
Keiko. La chau ctia Suzumori Kyouko.”

T6i bong dirng day mot cach vo thite.

“HA?” Saeki ngdi bén canh kéu 1én.

“Hayakawa, moi di theo hudng nay.”

Muchan dan Hayakawa t6i phong t1ep khach (Vi chi 1a mot
phan nhd cla cin phong dugc ngin lai bang cic vach ngin nén
goila géc thi dang hon la phong)

Hai ngudi déu khéong hé cé chit ngap ngirng.
Téi ciing di theo ra chd tiép khach.



“Cau la Take phai khong?”

Thay t6i ngdi xudng trudc mit, Hayakawa lién hdi ngay.

“Vang, ding roia.” Toi tra 16i.

Ping trudc ngudi nay, téi cdm thiy vo cung hoi hop va kho
thd.

“T6i cd nghe chuyén cta cau tir bac gai. Bac gai bao la c6 nhan
dugc nhitng bire thy tinh rat tuyét voi tir ciu.”

“T6i... c6 gii thu tinh sao?”

“ Vang, cau khéong nhga?”

“Khong a. T6i chi dang t1ep tuc thu tw qua lai binh thudng
véi Suzumori, va khong hé nhé rang minh tirng viét mot biic
thu tinh nao.”

“KE ca cau khong cé y diy, nhung doéi véi bac toi thi day
chinh 14 thu tinh. Viy nén bac m&i néi rang minh ciing phai hoi
am bang nhitng biic thy tinh, dén tan khi hip héi bac gii van
néi vay.”

“Khi hap héi...” Nhitng tir d6 danh manh vao tAm tri toi.

Hayakawa gat dau. Mot cach rat tir tir.

“Bac gai da qua doi tw thang trude. Stte khoe ctia bac khi 3 iy
da rat yéu va phai nhap vién, song cudi cung Bac gai da dan do
t6i phai gip truc tiép va dua tan tay thi nay cho Take. Nhung vi
toi con viéc phdi lam nén mai tin bay gid téi mdi cb thdi gian.
Rat xin 16i vi mudn thé ndy méi mang t&i cho cau.”

Hayakawa lay ti trong cip ra mot phong bi thu dit 1én ban.
Mot phong bi trang tinh.

“Chac han ciu dé}biét ca roi, bac gai toi da bi liva mat gan nhu
toan bo tai san. Bac ay c tw nhén ké liva ddo d6 la ngudi yéu cta
minh, rdi hitng chiu mot ci shock kinh hoang. Ting c6 mot
khoang thoi gian bac iy khép minh lai va khong thé lam gi
duge.”

Giri Take.

Chit viét trén mit phong bi qua nhién la cia Suzumori.



“Béc toi biét dén ILL va viéc trao doi thu tir1a goi y ctia t6i. Vi
toi biét bac minh ti¥ xuwa da ting rat thich viét thy. Téi da nghi
rang viét thu c6 thé gitp bac y lay lai tinh than phan nao.
Nhung... that khong thé ngd dugc, né lai khién bac gai cé phan
*ng thai qua vdi viéc nay... Gia toi quan tam dén tinh trang tinh
than ctia bac toi nhiéu hon mot chit thi da tot hon roi. Qua that
14 da giy qua nhiéu phién phitc cho moi ngudi.”

Chung toi khong hé thay ph1en chdt nao cad.” Muchan khé
phe phay td gidy. “Mot chit phién phiic ciing khong ¢d.”

“Thé a, nghe ¢d néi nhv viy, that sy toi cAm thay nhe long
hon rit nhiéu.”

Hayakawa thd phao mot hoi.

“Bac gai la mot ngudi vo cung dang thuong, bac el ty nhéc di
nhac lai rat nhiéu l1an rang ban than khéng dugc ai yéu thu’dng,
rang minh chua tirng dugc don nhén tinh yéu tw bat c ai. B6
me thi nghiém khac, chéng di yéu ngu’dl khac, nguoi yeu la keé
chuyén lira ddo chi ham mudn tai san cia minh... Ké ca ngu’dl
ngoai khong phal 14 bac ciing thay budn phal khong Bac ay noi
la chicon co thé tin vao nhitng bite thu ctia Take. Thit may mén
vi van con c6 thit dé ma tin tudng duge.”

Hayakawa khé dung ngon tay lau di giot nuwde mét. Sau gidy
phut doé, co ay chi dirng trong im lang.

“Pay 1a btre thu cudi cung clia bac toi. Toi da cé thé dwa néd
cho ding ngudi can rdi. Mong cau hay git gin né. Gid toi xin
thay mat bac gai gti 16i cam on t4i cau. That long cam on cau.”

Toi pha1 phan &ng thé nao day? Hayakawa d@ng thang lung,
hanh 18 v6 cung lich su, sau d6 thi ra vé.

“T6i md thu ra c6 duge khong?”

“Puong nhién 1a dugc roi, khong phai giri cho ciu hay sao?”

Muchan dua kéo cho tdi. T6i cit phong bi ra. Bén trong dung
mot bite Anh va mot td gidy nhd. Trén td gidy nhé 1a nhivng dong
ch¥ m& md 16n x6n do luc 4n bt qua nhe, twa hd cic ngén tay
chang con chut stze lwe nao.

Take 01,



To6i sé khong dwgce nhan bite thw tinh phai khéng?

Cau sé danh n6 cho mét ai khdc nhi.

Cuobi cling, toi citng hiéu duogc roi.

Trong bitc 4nh 1a mot ba lao vdi khudén mét thon gon cung
mai téc trang.

Phia sau bitc Anh c6 dong chit ghi bang but 16ng den.

bay la toi cita hién tai.

“That la mot phu nit dep!”

Muchan thi tham. Téi dinh dong tinh dap lai nhung giong

noi luc do6 khong hiéu sao rat run. Héc mét t6i néng birng lén.
Giot nwdc mat trao ra, roi xudng btzc Anh ctia Suzumori.

Muchan v6 nhe mét cai vo lung tdi, roi di ra khéi tam che.
Toi ngdi sup xuong, ci thé nam chdt bie thu cha Suzumori
trong tay roi oa khéc nite ng.

“Biic thu tinh cudi ciing sao?”

Muchan dang cim cui dwdi ban lién ngang dau lén hai.

Vao mot jbuc‘)'i chiéu sau khoang hon mot tuan ké tir khi
Hayakawa dén cong ty cua chung t6i, hdm do6 chi c6 t6i va
Muchan & van phong.

“A phai rdi trude ddy Muchan titng noéi rang c6 nhan dugc
mot bie thu tinh vé cung ngot ngao. Cai d6 Muchan con giw
khong?”

“Tat nhién rodi, t6i coi né nhu bao vit cia minh y ch.”

“Vay cho t6i xem dugc khéng?”

T6i nghi 1a sé bi ti¥ chdi, nhwng Muchan lai git dau dong ¥
ngay lap titc.

“Pugc chir.”

“Puge u?”

“U, duge ma.”

Muchan 14y ra tir tin géc trong ciing ngin kéo dung tai liéu.

“Pay nay, cau xem di.”



T6i md to mdt, nhin chdm cham vao may td gidy Muchan
dua. La giay gap mau xanh, mat sau c6 cht.

Chéau yéu Muchan.

Yéu Muchan nhdt trén doi.

Takehiko.

“Muchan, cai nay?”

“Pung rodi, 1a thu tinh Takechan viét cho t6i d6. Thich toi a?
Cé6 thatlong khong vay?”

“buadod.”

“Khong phai dua ma, t6i da nhan dugc rat nhiéu thu tinh,
nhung khong c6 cai nao khién t6i ban tdm ca. Tuy nhién khi
nhan dugc birc thu nay téi da rat vui. Takechan nay, cau that su
thich t6i ha? Lai c6 dita chéu trai yéu toi, cAu diing cam that day.
Khong nham phai khong, day la birc thu tinh cu6i cung.”

Muchan cudi, khudn mit twoi cwdi dé cb vé rat hanh phiic.

“Chac la nham thu ciia toi...”

“Takechan da viét bitc thu tinh cudi ciing nim lén 5 tudi d6.”

“Muchan...”
“Takechan viét thu gioi that dy.”
Tb6i gat dau.

Dit 12 ngudi viét hay nhén thu thi nhitng bite thu van ludn la
mot thi? tuyét voi, Muchan nhi.

Tiéng gio6 rit 1én bén ngoai 6 cira sd.

Tiéng gié6 nhudm mau clia nang nhyu bio hiéu mua hé da di
qua mot ni¥a.

T6i nga lung, 1dng nghe tirng 4m thanh ciia gié.

HET



Asano Atsuko

IIL

I love letter

Tam biét me )
Ngudi ban thud thieu thoi
Blc thu tinh

Tiéng méo kéu )

Blc thu tinh cudi cung
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