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an vé hinh nhw da bi gi€t sach, Shihoru dang | khoc chic vi di yén
tam, dwg'c Yume Om chdt 18y va xoa dau: “Nao nao. On ca roi ma. Tot roi
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to't roi.

“Cau day dwoc khong?” Merry hoi. U m, khong, to chiu. Haruhiro da
dinh néi d&i ngay. Vi Merry c6 vé s€ d0i xit nhe nhang v&i ciu. Nhung, ciu
khong lam th€'.

“T¢ xoay x& dwore.” Haruhiro nang ngwoi ddy. “Ma, so voi té thi...”

Tai sao cdu ay van dieng sieng sitng nhw vay nhi?

Moi ngudi déu dang 1am gi dd’y, ching han nhw nhdy mda vui ming,
hay cdi ¢, hodc nho d6ng d6i 1a tu si chira tri, con ciu &y chi dirng d6 thoi.

Th& nhung, c6 di€u gi do that ki la.

Ciu 2y khong cam ki€m. Hai canh tay budng thong.

Chi viéc cdu Ay dang dirng thoi da dang né& 14m r'oi.

Cdu &y con dikng dwoc kia ddy. Sao co thé dikng dwo’c, nhi. Trong tinh
trang dé. Mii gidp cdu &y khong chi td toi ma con léch han di. Khip noi
trén ngwoi cdu dy, mdu ri ra roi nhé xudng tong tong.

Bong nhién, ciu Ay tw tir ngd xudng.

Ciach ngd AYy, giong nhu mot vat ning dang dwgc chdng do bang thir gi
do, ba't ngo mat di di€m twya va d6 4p xudng.

Merry nin thé.

Haruhiro goi tén cau dYy.

“... Moguzou?”

Nghe Haruhiro goi t€én minh, Moguzou lién nhom diy ngay.

“G... Gi th&'ha?”

Haruhiro 4 tay 1én nguyec, trit ra mot ti€ng thd phao. HEt ca h'on. Trong
mot thodng, cu dd hodng loan. Vi nghi ring céi viéc khong dwoc phép xdy
ra da xay ra mat r'oi. Mic du khéng doi nao ¢6 chuyén do.

“Pung lam t& dirng tim th&’, Moguzou.”

“Xin 161, xin 16i.”



/Moguzou cwoi a ha ha va gai dau. Nhwng nhiéu mau qua. Mau loang 10
khap noi khi€n cdu khong nhin 16 bi€u cam cda cdu &y. Nhwng ma thoi,
quan trong 12 ciu &y trong c6 vé van On.

“May qua...”

Haruhiro 18m bam va nhim mét lai.

Cau 4p hai ban tay 1€n mat.

Va gan nhu bat khoc.

“Thuc sy, may qud la may...”

Minh qud tinh khong biét phdi lam sao nita. Néu moi chuyén dién ra
nhw thé'thi thdt té. Té qud siec twong twong.

Tuy khong thé’co chuyén ay diu.

Khong dau. Tuyét doi. Khong thé’ co chuyén do.

“Totroi...”

Minh dang khdc thit chie khong phdi gan nhw bdt khoc niva. U ot qud.
Cd hai ban tay bwng 14y mdt déu wot ddm. Minh yén tam dén nhw vdy day.
Thdt la nhe cd ngwoi. May thdt day. May qud. Thwce long... thwe long ma
noi, minh da nghi la tiéu tung roi. Co cdm gidc minh dd twng mo gidc mo
nhw thé. V@y thi lai phdi nhéc téi chuyén minh mo thdy né liic nao. N6i sao
ddy, mot gidac mo tién tri chang? Kiéu nhw dém qua minh mo thdy chuyén
do. Mot gid'c mo tuyét vong. Buon cwol ghé. Ai lai di mo nhw vy chie. Di
thdt. Tom lai la on cd roi. On roi, tuy Moguzou mdu me be bét. Du gi di
nita, thdt may la cdu 4y vdn binh an.

“Tot qua...”

Cau nghe co6 ti€ng noi.

La giong ctia chinh minh.

Cau buodng hai tay ra. T6i om. Td1 den nhw myc. Cau dang & trong mot
can phong. Can phong trong khu nha tro cta linh tinh nguyén. Minh vira
ngu sao? Puing la minh dd thiép di. Vady co nghia la...

Cau khong mudn nghi ngei gi ca. Nhwng cdu mudn xac nhan. Vi khong
th€ khong xac nhan chuyén d6, nén cdu nhom ngwoi diy. Can phong nay c6
hai chié€c givong hai tAng. Tang trén giwong bén kia la cia Ranta. Ranta ¢6
& d6, dang ngdy khe khé. Con tang dudi... khdng c6 ai ca. N6 trong khong.

Khong c6 & day.



Moguzou khong c6 & day.
Cau &y khong con & ba't ¢t noi nao nira.



1. Suc nang kheo ld 0 anh cda hié
. Suc nang kho long gong ganh cua hién thuc
B - .

on@i chét di 1a mot di€u vo clung bi tham.

Noi cho cung, hin 1a Haruhiro cling chua twdng twong dwge rang minh
s€ phai né€m trai cam giac &y thém I4an ntra.

Cau tung nghi dwong nhién s€ cé khd ndng @y. So voi cac dong doi, ¢
1€ cdu la ngwoi suy nghi nghiém tdc hon ba't ¢ ai, va s¢r hai diéu doé twr sdu
thim trdi tim minh.

Th& nhwng, cdi chét va nhirng ton that ma Haruhiro da gia dinh khong
¢6 tinh hién thuc chut nao.

L'an nay ra't khac v&i lic Manato hi sinh. Ngay 8y, chuyén d6 t&i khi ca
do6i con chwra hi€u d4u cua tai nheo ba't cir viéc gi, va dé€n ldc nhén ra thi chi
¢6 ndi dau con dong lai.

Ca ddi dua thi th€ Moguzou vé Alterna, thiéu ciu Ay tai khu hoa tang &
ngoai 6 thanh phd, roi chon tro c6t & nghia trang trén d'6i, noi sing sieng
mot ngon thap kin bung khong 167 ra vao. Quang ki (rc d6 tuyét d6i khong
hé mo hd, nheng van nhe nhang mot cach ki la. C6 1€ ciing b&i ¢6 nhém
Renji ra tay gidp strc, va moi thir déu dién ra troi chdy vo cung.

Co diéu, twr d6 tré di moi that sy 1a khd sd.

Nguwoi dong ddi, ngwoi ban cia Haruhiro, da chét roi. Cau &y dwoc
hoa thiéu, hod thanh tro c¢dt, chim vao gid’c ngd vinh hing khong ai c6 the
lam phi€n trén ngon d'61 &y. Thé la, bon Haruhiro da ma't Moguzou.

Mic dit Moguzou khong con ntra, nhwng nhirng dd'u tich ching minh
ciu Ay ting ton tai van hién hiru qud r6 rang.

Phuyc trang chr«ing han.

Van con diy bod do gidp 1am tir kim loai tAm tray xwdec te tua, chi€c mi
sit bep dim, va thanh dao chit chém The Chopper doat tir tay P6m Tir
thén, nhitng thi khong th€ dem hod thiéu cung véi Moguzou. C cho la
bon cAu mudn ngudi ta 1am the gitim minh, thi ching déu bing kim loai,



nén vé mit vat i, thiéu 12 viéc bat kha thi. Dau vay, vt di cling khong
dwore. Ma gitr lai thi 18’y d4u ra chd d€ day.

“... Trede mét ¢ dem givi... chang han.”

Khong ai phan d6i dé nghi ctia Shihoru. Thé nhwng, khi ca bon thi t&i
Thwong hoi ki givi Yorozu, hién thye tan nhin hién ra that rd rang.

“Priing la cling c6 th€ giri nhirng vat khac ngoai tién ¢ Thwong hdi.”

C6 bé mic trang phuc sic s mau dd va tring dinh vang, deo chiéc kinh
mot mit mau luc dnh kim - Yorozu doi thi tw - g6 com cdp chiéc tau bang
vang xudng mat quay va noi.

“Né&u 1a tién, chiing toi tinh phi bing mot phan mot trim s& tién gii.
Néu la vat pham, phi s¢ bang mot phan nidm mwoi gid tri thAm dinh cla

mon d6. Tuy nhién, chang can gidm dinh ciing thay cdi mii sit va bd gidp
try d6 khong dinh gia dugce.”

“0... Tai sao?”

“Khong giai thich thi anh khong hi€u ndi a, @6 vo 187

Ngay tir ngay dau giip nhau, Yorozu d ludn goi Haruhiro 1a “d6 vo 187,
D6 1a mot cau chuyén buon.

“Cai mu va by giap 2y chaalng str dung dwoe niva dau. Toi cling khong ro
néu may nguwoi bo tién ra stra thi ¢6 xai duoc ti€p hay khéng. Thoi thi cir
dén tiém rén hay dau dé, chic ho s& thu mua gitim, coi nhw st vun &y ma.”

“Nay nhéc con! An néi cho cén than...!”

Dai khai 1a Haruhiro van can Ranta lai ldc c4u ta hung hd dinh chdm
qua quay. Tuy nhién, cdm xiic ctia ciu gidng hét Ranta. Sdr vun. Sdt vun d,
sdt vun la thé’ nao? D6 la bé gidp ciia Moguzou, ciia dong doi tui téi. N6 la
ki vat day. Sdt vun cdi dau nhéc &y. Pd khong biét gi thi dirng cd gion mdt
nhau. Nhung moi chuyén khong phai nhw vay. Yorozu nheo mét, khé nhiin
do6i vai manh khanh.

“Pay la di vat ctia dong ddi cac anh chir gi? Pu loai théng tin sé do veé
tap trung & chd Yorozu ma. T6i hi€u tinh cdnh clia ma’y nguwoi, nhung &
Thwong hoi nay cé nhitng quy tic ma ngay cd Yorozu doi thi tw toi day
cling khong th€ bé cong. Nghia la, t6i khong theé hanh ddng trdi v&i quy
dinh, ba't k& c6 1i do gi di nira. Thwong hdi ching t6i khong nhan gitr nhirng
mén d6 vo gia tri, boi vi khong gian kho cling 1a nguon tai nguyén hiru



han. N&éu nhirng thir nay quan trong t&i mirc ma’y ngwoi khdong nd thai loai
du ching cheamg cé gia tri gi, hay ty tay lvu gir mot cach tran trong.”

Pay chinh la cadm gidc hoan toan cirng hong. Néu quan trong t&i vay thi
bon cau ty xoay x¢& la dwgc ma. N6i ding hon, d6 1a viéc ca bon nén lam.
Moi chuyén chinh xac phai nhw th&’, con trach cir Yorozu mai la sai.

“... Vay, thanh ki€m thi sao...?”

Nghe Shihoru héi, Yorozu gat dau.

“Céi @6 dwong nhién 1a giri dwoc. Mbi tdi, nd 1a d6 thudc sé hitu cua
t€n BDoOm Tw than khét tieng dy phai khong? S€ khong ré dau dé.”

Sau khi dwoec giam dinh béi nguoi deng dau vé mat chuyén moén, thanh
ki€m cé mot cai gid cao khing khi€p. Tan hai mwoi 1am gold. Phi ki gwi
bang mot phan nim muoi, nghia 13 twong dwong véi ndm muoi silver. Mot
khoan tién dd lam ca bon ngip ngwng, cho du khong t&i mirc khoéng trd noi.

“Khodng quy€t dinh ngay bay gio cling dwg'c ma nhi...?”

Haruhiro cho ring Yume néi ding. Xét trén phwong dién thyc t&, cang
tri hodan bao nhiéu thi cang gidp khé khan voi viée xwr 1f b’y nhiéu, va cdu
c6 cam gidc rang d&n cudi cling, cdch duy nha't van 1 phai dem di ki gti.
Thé nhwng, khong quyét dinh gi ngay bay gio cling cheamg sao cd. Viéc nay
d€ ngay mai, hay ngay mdt, hodc sau d6 nira, déu dworc.

Ngoai ra vin con viéc bon ciu phai 1am. Yorozu d4 néi cho ca bon mot
chuyén.

“Nhan day, tuy ¢6 th€ hoi thira nhwng tdi ctir hoi tredre, ma’y ngueoi dinh
lam gi v&i tai san cia nguoi qua cd?”

“Tai san?”

“Thwong hoi chiing tdi dang gitr tién clia ngwoi dd mat. Von di khong
ai ngoai chinh chu cé thé€ rit tién, nhwng trong treong hop ngwoi &y da
chét, viéc d6 sé kha thi voi diéu kién phai thie hién da mot s6” thu tuc theo
quy dinh.”

“Ua... Viy sao?”

“Cu th€, may nguoi ¢an t¢i Vin phong Poan linh tinh nguyén d€ xin
Gid’y ching t& va Gidy chirng nhan dai dién do Ba twdc ving Bién canh
ban hanh. Sau khi xdc nhan nhitng gidy to trén, Thwong hoi ching toi s€ tra
lai tai san cia ngwoi qué ¢’ cho ngwoi dai dién hgp phap.”



“Van phong... Gidy chirng nhan...”

“Ngoai ra, & thoi di€m hién tai, Thwong hoi ching t6i khong the tiét 10
gi Ve tai san cia nguoi da khuat.”

Khong biét Moguzou di tich c6p dwgc bao nhiéu? HE ¢6 tién 1a ciu Ay
di mua glap, dn udng cing ton kém kha kha roi, vy nén, khoan ti€t ki€ém
chic chin chang nhiéu nhin 1&m. Tuy nhién, cit & nguyén thi lai 13 mot
cach lam c6 phan cau tha. H6i xay ra chuyén ctia Manato, ca bon déu lo
ngo’ chaamg bi€t gi nén da khong thu x&p dwoc moi chuyén cho tron ven.
Lan nay cau mudn lam mdt cach i t€. Cau phai lam dwoc chuyén nay.

Nhuwng ma, phadi chdang chi minh Haruhiro nghi thé?

Sau hom di t&i Thweong hoi ki gii Yorozu, Haruhiro ghé qua Van phong
Doan linh tinh nguyén m{t minh. Ranta chzatng budn nhd’c minh ddy khoi
givong. Haruhiro cling thir danh ti€ng véi cd Yume va Shihoru nhwng
khong nhan dwgc ciu trd 161 16 rang nao. B&i Merry von & tro chd khéc,
nén cau chi con cach di mét minh ma thoi.

Khi cdu vira m&i dinh néi chuyén thd tuc v&i S& tredng Britney - con
goi 1a Brichan - tryc & Vin phong, anh ta da 1én ti€ng trudec.

“Q kia, chio cung. Cung dén ding lic qud. La vy tién thwdng Ay ma.
Hiém, ddy la cai gi 4? Cung cling khong ¢é mat lic hop ban chia phan nhé?
C6 vé hoi bi rach viéc d6. Renji v&i Kajiko &y. Ma théi, ta nghi voi céac
cung thi d6 ching phai lic danh cho chuyén kia. Nhung ma, k& ca trong
thoi di€m nhw vy, n€u khong virng vang thi chi to thiét than théi.”

«_..Tién thwdng... w? Ua...?”

Ca ddi da nhan khoan thu lao cho Order [Ménh 1énh quan doan] sau khi
chién dich két thic va tr vEé Alterna. Tién thanh toan sau la tim muoi
silver, phn clia nam ngwoi, trd dwdi hinh thirc quan phi€u - mot tAm thé
bang ddng mdng, déng vai tro chi phi€u quan dung viing Bién canh.

“A... CO6 phai Ia... tién thuwdng cho Keeper [Ké gitr thanh] Zoran Zesh
va tén thay phap Abael...?”

“Pung. Chinh n6 daYy.”

Brichan li€m cap moi den si va nhdm mot bén mét lai. Haruhiro thim
nghi: “Anh c6 th€ th6i di giim khong? Pung lam trdo vao nhirng lic thé
nay.”



“Zoran Zesh mdt tram gold, Abael nam muwoi gold. Tong cdng 1a mot
tram ndm muwoi gold. Nhat la theo nhirng gi ta nghe dworc, ddi cia cung
gan nhuw da don thwong doc ma tiéu diét gon t€n Abael phai khong nhi?”

“A... vang, kiéu... th¢. Nghe anh néi xong thi em tha’y c6 1& chuyén xdy
ra nhw vay that.”

“N6i vay thdi chir thong thwong, trong treong hop &y, ngwoi ta chd
y&u chia déu tién thwdng. Cung c6 thd’y birc xic khong? Hay qua nhién la
khong dén noi thé?”

“Chéc... 12 vy a. Ma em ciing chaalng bi€t nwa.”

“Gi chir? Cac cwng da 14p cong 1on kia ma. Khong vui ha?”

“Vui...?”

Haruhiro suyt ntra thi bat cwoi. Ta't nhién khdng phai vi ciu thd’y anh ta
hai huedc. Khong phai vdy. Biét néi sao diy? Vi chi con mdi cdch pha ra
cwei? Cai do ciing chwra ding. Cam xdc cta cu gidng nhw 1a: “Dén chuyén
dé anh cling khong bi€t ha, ding 1a ¢6 ngu,” hoac, “Tdi sit anh bay 1én ndc
nha bay gior dAy.” ... Haruhiro cdi mit xudng, siét chit nim tay.

“. Chéng vui, gi ca...”

“Hin roi.”

Brichan thé dai. Haruhiro dang cui xudng nén cdu khong bi€t Brichan
da d€16 vé mit gi. Cau ciing chang mudn nhin 14m.

“Tém lai 1a cac cung c6 quyén nhan ti€n thwong va phan dé dang dwoc
gtri & chd ta. Theo 1o Kajiko thi Renji da chén ép cd nang, con cic cung
duoc sdu mwot gold.”

“Sau muoi!?”

Con s6 nay qua nhién lam ciu bat ngtra vi kinh ngac, ¢ cam giac nhw
vira tinh ddy khoi mot gid'c mo. Néu nhw tdt cd moi thir déu 1la mét con ac
mong thi td't bi€t chirng nao.

“... Sau mwro1 gold nghia la... sdu mwoi dong vang w?”

“Piing d6. Néu doi sang bac thi sé la sau nghin dong. Khi chia cho
sdu... 4 quén, ndm nguwdi, mdi ngwoi sé dwoc mwedi hai gold.”

“Muoi hai...”

C4ch Brichan stta tr sdu ngwoi thanh nim cham vao ndi dau cla
Haruhiro, nhung du gi di ntra, s6’ tién &y van 1dn t¢i mirc cu nhit thoi



khong cam thay do la sy that.

Thé nhwng ciu chealng thay vui.

Hoan toan khong vui mdt teo nao.

“... Tui em s€ 18y thir minh c6 quyén nhin, nhung ma...”

“Nhwng ma?”

“A khong... Tui em s€ nhan. Mot cdch biét on. Tién thi ¢ van hon
khong. Mién c6 tién la sé do kho. A, nhwng ma, trede d6...”

“Gif’y chirng tr va Gid'y chirng nhan dai dién chir gi?”

“Vang.”

“Hoi ma't thoi gian day.”

“Thé& a?”

“Cong viéc clia ngwoi nha nwd'c ma. Cung cr chuan bi tinh than 1a ma't
mudi ngay di. C6 nhanh chéc ciing phai bdy ngay. Chwa cé treong hop nao
dwore cdp trong vong sdu ngay trd xudng ca. Gi diy? Vé mit cung cir nhu
la mudn gidi quy€t ta't fan tat moi thir that nhanh &'y nhi?”

“N6i that long thi ¢6 1€ ding theé” da’y a.”

“Khong dé dang nhw vay dwoc dau. N&u 1a ngwoi than rudt thit thi triec
ti€p dén thap Tenbou roi ki gidy cdi roet 1a dwgc. Nhung linh tinh nguyén
lai khong phai ho hang. N&u k&t hon r'éi thi khong néi.”

“KE&t hon...”

Lai mot tw mang cam gidc phi thwe &, khi€n Haruhiro khong the€ kim
lai cdi suy nghi rang Moguzou chang két hon dwgc ntra roi. Tuyét doi
khong lam dwoe chuyén &y. Vi cdu &y da ra di. Cir nhe mét 1oi néi doi.
Mic di ciu d3 ning co the ba't dong cia Moguzou 1én bing doi tay nay,
dwa cdu 4Yy t&i khu hoa tdng, tin mét ching kién xwong va tro con lai sau
khi ciu &y dwoc hod thiéu, vAy ma van chwa tin ndi. Ciu khong mudn tin
vao thir hién thuc nay.

“Cau ta chwa, phai khong?” Brichan héi. “KE&t hon ay?”

“..Chuwaa.”

“Trweong hop la linh tinh nguyén doc than thi xem nhw khong c6 ho
hang than thich, vi th&, Van phong Poan linh tinh nguyén sé ding ra bao
dam cho danh tinh ngwoi nay. Vay nén, ta ¢an chir ki chia ta't ca cic cung.”

“Q7? Khong phéi chi minh em théi sao...?”



“U. T4t ca thanh vién t& doi. Hon nira, phai ki ngay trird'c mit ta. Luat
quy dinh vay ro6i.”

“Thé nghia la...”

“Quay lai sau nhé.”

Roi van phong v&i bd dang fu xiu, Haruhiro cam thdy rdt mong lung.
Ranta, Yume va Shihoru thi khong tinh. Nhwng con Merry...?

Thtt nghi méi thiy, cho t&i gior nay, cd bon van déu din tip trung &
cong Béc mdi sang ma khong cin ban nhau trudc, nhu the d6 1a chuyén
dwong nhién. Sau khi Moguzou mat, tui minh cé noi gi vé chuyén ngay mai
chwa nhi? A phdi, la nhiwe thé’ nay. Hom &y cé mdy vu mai tdng nay kia, nén
Merry da o lai phong ciia Yume va Shihoru. Xong xudi ciing dén trwa thi
phdi. Sau khi cham mdt trong nha tro, cd ddm kiéu nhw khd bdan khodn,
khong biét nén lam gi voi di vit ciia Moguzou bady gio, roi cung nhau di toi
Thwong hoi ki givi Yorozu... Ngay hom do, ca bon giai tan khi chi€éu mudn,
va cau cé cam giac ding la cha dé vé ngay k& ti€p khdong h€ duoc dwa ra.

Khong hieu Merry thé nao roi? Néu la Yume vori Shihoru thi co 1é sé
biét khu tro ma Merry dang thué phong. Chi con nwoc hdi thie thoi w? Hay
la nho Yume va Shihoru toi do ginm thi t6t hon nhi? Nhitng lic thé nay,
con gdi voi nhau van dé hon. Du thé’ nao thi van phdi lién lac dé gdp nhau
ma. Haruhiro dang gitr to' quan phi€u gid tri sdu mwoi gold. Phai chia né
cho nam nguoi... Nam ngwoi a? Nam ngwoi. Thiéu mdt mot ngwoi. Chia
cho ndm ngwoi @y hd...? To quan phi€u thi khong chia dwoc. Phai nho doi
thanh tién. Han 1a ¢6 thé d6i & Thwong hoi ki gii Yorozu. Lé ra tui minh
nén toi Van phong trwoc Thwong hoi ki giei Yorozu moi phdi. Nhwng
chuyén thii tuc la nho Yorozu chi cho moi biét, nén danh bo tay thoi.

“Ay...”

Lirng thitng 1& budc trén con dwong din vé khu nha tro, Haruhiro bat
dau cam thdy chan ghét ta't ca moi thi.

“That phién phrc...”

Minh mudn dieng lai, mudn ngdi bét xudng, om lay dau. Ucc gi minh
6 thé co qudp mot chd nhw v@y madi mdi.

Dot nhién... Haruhiro nhé d&€n Choco. Cau da quén hin. Haruhiro nghi
ban than ding la mot thﬁng t6i. Thwc sy ra't toi. Piéu d6 that qua sic té
hai, dwong nhw ¢6 th€ khién cau pha 1én cwoi. Choco ciing chét réi nhi. To



doi ciia Choco co 1é da bi tiéu diét hoan toan. Choco sao roi? Co dy co
dwoc mai tdng can thin khong? Ddy von di la chién dich voi lwe lwong
chinh thudc vé quan ddi vimg Bién cdnh, chic sé khong cé chuyén thi thé
binh linh tir trdn bi b mdc chong cho ddu. Ngwo'i ta sé mai tdng cho ho.

Mai tang w?

Bi hod thiéu, chi con lqi tro cét, dwoc chon trén ngon doi do, vy roi
sao? Thie ra chdng cé sao trdang gi cd. Chi la, néu khong tien hanh hod
tang dang hoang, ngwoi chét sé bién thanh zombie dwoi loi nguyén ciia
No-Life King [Vua Bat tir]. Choco tré thanh zombie sao, nghe chdng hay
ho chiit nao. Minh khong mudn thé. Tuyét doi khong the’ chdp nhdn dwoc
chuyén do.

Nhirng nguoi da chét khong the ty lam gi d6 v&i than the bi bo lai clia
minh. Th& nén, ngudi con sdng budc phai thu x&p bang cach nay hay cich
khac.

Minh da lam tron bon phdn chwa nhi? Tui minh dang lam t6t chir? Cdu
nghi sao hd Moguzou? Can thém cdi gi nita khong nhi? Vi du nhir la cdu
muén tyi to’ lam thé nay, hay cdu can tui to lam thé kia. Va ngwoc lai, cdu
khong thich chuyén nay chuyén no chc“;ng han. Tui t& khéng mdc sai lam
nao chir?

Du cdu dat cau hdi cling khong ai dap lai. Moguzou khong con nwra.
Choco cung di roi. Ho da chét.

Nghe nhw mot 101 néi do'i, nhweng ho chét that roi.

Khong phéi néi doi.

Ma la sy that.

“Udc gi tui minh bd y dinh d6 di...”

Order [Ménh 1énh quin doan]. P6 la thir dang ra khong nén nhin.
Nhém Choco ciing th&. Ganh niang qua 1o roi.

“Aiha, kédandira..?’

La Ranta. La tén khon do.

“... Nhwng nguoi quyét dinh, 1a minh.”

Néu Haruhiro khong tén thanh, c6 1€ viéc chap thuin Order [Ménh 1énh
quan doan] da cheamg xay ra. Ma khong, chealng phai la “c6 1€”. Hau nhw
chic chin chuyén s& khong thanh ra nhw vdy. Vi roi, néu khong nghe



Choco k€ chuyén to ddi cta cO s€ nhan Order [Ménh Iénh quan doan],
Haruhiro chéc rang ciing chealng ¢6 y dinh tham gia. Ngim lai lic d6, ciu
nén ba't chdp moi thir d€ ngin can Choco. CAu nén ndi v&i co Ay rang lam
th& nguy hi€m 14m. Qud liéu linh. C6 &y khong dwoc di. N&u lam thé nao
cling khong th€ khi€n dong ddi doi y thi c6 &y nén tach khdi ho cho roi.
Pang ra cau phai thuyét phuc Choco nhw thé”. Haruhiro 1€ ra phai phan ddi
dén cung. Ai them quan tdm Ranta sé lam loan dén mikc nao chie. Cdi gi
khong dwoc van cie la khong dwgc. Qud nguy hiém. Qud rii ro.

Thé& nhung, Haruhiro 1a ngwoi da dy tinh rdi ro s€ khong cao dén thé
roi tan thanh.

Cau hi€u. Pay la théi ma't bo m&i lo 1am chudng. Vi chuyén da thanh ra
thé nay nén ciu nghi moi thir déu sai [am ca. Cau mudn odn trach ban than,
mudn d6 16i cho ai d6. DAu rang chuyén &y vo ich biét bao.

Cho du ciu cé lam gi, Moguzou ciing khong trd lai.

Haruhiro nguwdc nhin troi. Bdy gio la mdy gio roi nhi? Tam ba gio
chiéu chdang? Néng qud di mat. Thdm that. Trori dang ndng day, Moguzou.

“... Chi con cach hwdng vé phia tredc thoi nhi? Ngoai chuyén do ra, t&
ching biét phai 1am gi...”

Bau troi that dep, cir nhwe mot tro dua.

Haruhiro dua tay phdi che di ntra trén khuon miit ctia minh. Mét ciu cay

N

X€.



2. Béo nhe
. B0 NNneo

ume béo nheo. Béo nhéo 14 cdi gi co? Ban than Yume khong hiéu 14m,
nhun sao di ntra thi c6 van dang thd’y minh b&o nhéo, nén chi biét néi

vay ma thoi.

Vi dang béo nheo, dén ca viéc ng'6i ddy v&i Yume cling phién hét sirc.
Thé& nén, Yume ctt nam thdng thwot & tAng dwdi chiéc giwdng hai ting
trong phong thudc khu tro danh cho linh tinh nguyén.

Thi thodng Yume cé 14t nguoi. Nhwng c6 dang béo nhéo ma, nén
chuyén thay d6i tw the' nim ciing circ khd mudn chét.

Thyc ra, Yume da nhin te twong doi 1au roi.

CO6 nén di v€ sinh. Bung hon 1a khong di khong dwgrc. Chuyén do ch?ing
sai, nhung tai cdi cdm gidc béo nheéo nay nén cd khdong hé mudén nhd'c
mong 1én gi ca.

“Yume,” Shihoru ca't ti€ng goi.

Yume mudn dap loi. Nhwng c¢6 dang beo nheo, nén cat ti€ng thoi cling
méic mét.

K&t cuc, Yume chi néi nhon mot ti€ng: ... f]’m?”

“... Cau khong déi bung a?”

“Um...”

Thé nao nhi, Yume nghi nggi. Yume dodan khong phdi minh hoan toan
khong déi chiit nao. Gid ma &n gi d6 chéc cd s& dn ci dong cho coi. Diu
vy, ciing khong hin 12 ¢6 mudn dn d&n mic &'y. Cam gidc kidu nhu, ¥ thoi,
khong ép cling c6 sao dau.

“..Um.”
“T¢ nghi... khdng an thi... khong td't cho stirc khoé dau...”
“Um...”

“Yume?”



“Um?”
“Cau c6 nghe khong daYy...?”
“Um...”

Thé nay khong dworc, Yume nghi trong lic cam thay béo nheo. Minh
phdi trd loi cho tir t& chie. DU hi€u 16 diéu d6, c6 van khong 1am sao doi
dap duoc cho ra hon.

Khong phai Yume dang gion. Co’ the ¢d chéng ¢6 chit stc Iyc nao.
Khong phai chi th€ xac. Tinh thidn cd cling ctr béo nha béo nheéo sao &Y.

“... Vira phai thoi chit.” Shihoru TAm bam bing mot giong rat nhd. Vi
giong &y thyc sy rd't nhd, nén Yume khong r6 ¢6 phai Shihoru néi d€ cho
cO nghe thay hay khong.

Nhuwng r6 rang Shihoru dang buc boi. Cach néi cua co the€ hién sy gidn
dir. Lan dau tién Shihoru d€ 16 nhirng ngoén tw nhw the. T thi€u 1a Yume
chuwa tirng nghe thd’y cho dén tin ldc nay.

Yume xoay nguwoi, nhin sang Shihoru dang ng6i trén chi€c giwong k&
bén. Shihoru cti mat, hay néi ding hon la guc dau u ri.

“... Xin 18i nha.”

Nghe Yume xin 13i, Shihoru lic dau quay qudy.

“... Chinh t& m&i phai... xin 16i.”

“Shihoru viéc gi phai xin 16i.”

“Tai...”

“Shihoru c6 lam gi sai dau.”

“Khong phai... the"”

“Khong sai ma.”

“T& khong... nghi vay duoc.”

“The a?”
“... Tw gio... tui minh, phai lam thé nao nhi...?”
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Yume tinh d&n chuyén suy nghi thtt xem. Nhwng dau c6 khong chiu
hoat dong. B6 xt Ii trong ndo b cia cd da ding phﬁt lai.

Dii viy, Yume van s& nghi. Suy nghi bang sw nd lyc virot bac, néu phai
dem so v&i Yume ctia moi khi. C6 rang tim ciu chx phu hop.



“Ne, Shihoru.”

U

“Yume A%, rit kém mA’y viéc ndy. Goi 13 gi nhi... cay ding chiing, khd
s& chang, tém lai 1a Yume cdm ghét nhirng chuyén nhw thé”. Moi ngwoi déu
Vﬁy hé"”

.. Phai d6.”

“Ne, vi du théi nhé, gia st troi dang mwa to o l1a to.”

U

“Khi mwa to kinh khiing va khong th€ di ra ngoai, chaamg phai ching ta
s€ phdi & trong nha sao? Tai vi con mua la th ¢6 xin x6 mong né tanh di
thi n6 cling chang thém tanh cho minh.”

“Um.”

“Vay thi biét nho’ cdy ai m&i dwoe? Do d6, voi nhirng chuyén thé nay,
ta thwong nghi ‘danh chiu chir biét lam sao’ con gi.”

“...Pbanh chiu... sao?”

“Pai loai, chuyén dén nwdc nay la diéu cyc chflng da, l}ay nén noi 1a,
mot khi chuyén da dén nwdc nay thi danh chiu vay théi? Y Yume la thé
day. Du cam gidc ¢t nhw mot tro Itra. Yume qua thwc chwa tieng nghi moi
chuyén s€ thanh ra th€ nay.”

“Chuyén d6 thi... t& ciing vy thoi.”

“Sao Yume lai chua tong nghi t&i nhi? RO rang chuyén ki€u nay du ¢6
xdy ra cling chang la lung gi. Chang phai tui minh d€u bi€t thé sao?”

Pau phai Ian dau.

Ma la Tan thwr hai.

Thé& ma ca bon con cheamg budn twdng twong.

Twdong teong dén viéc ma't di dong doi.

Tuwdng twong rang Moguzou sé chét di.

“Yume thit ngu ngoc.”

Yume ndm sap xudng. Toan than cd béo nheo, ning né d&n khé chiu.

“... Yume ngdc ngh&ch qud. Chuyén ra ndng ndi nay la tai Yume qué
ngu ng6c phai khong?”

Shihoru khong néi gi ca.



Yume bdng tha’y budn nga. Nhung chic hian c¢6 chang th& ngi dwoec.
Yume dinh ndm ngtra ra. Viy ma co’ th& c6 con béo nhéo hon ca ban niy,
that nang n€. Yume khong mudn ct dong. Co6 1€ cor th€ nay sé khong thé
cwa quiy noi thém mot thoi gian nira.



3. Khong gioi
. Khong gi6éi han
-

«
ay bacgal Cho xin thém bét solzo ntra...!” Ranta gio’ ngdn trd tay tréi 1én
va la 1on, [am mi va nude vang tir tung ra khdi miéng.

O dia di€m tip trung quén #n via he canh phuwong nghé thti cong khu
Nam, c6 mdt quiy phuc vu mén mi solzo, thit dwore cho 1a du di khip
Alterna cling chi ¢6 th€ thuwdng thirc duy nhat tai noi nay. Solzo 1a mén an
v&i nhitng soi mi vang 6ng 1am bing cach cdn bdt mi roi théi soi nhd, chan
nudce stip ddm da cé thit ninh nhtr. N&u c6 ai hdi, “Mén mi nay ngon 1dm
ha?” thi khé ma qua quyét trd 11 rang, “Ding thé"” C6 1& sé chia thanh
nhém thich va nhém ghét tuy theo khau vi mdi nguwoi. DPdc biét 1a véi
mi€ng dau tién. Th& nhwng, cang dn s€ cang cam nhan dwoc cdi ngon cda
nd. C¢ sau mdt khoang thoi gian, Ranta lai mudn di an. Trong ldc an hét
Tan nay toi IAn khac, cdu hoan toan bi mén an &y hit h'on. Mwoi ngay mot
lidn, khong, nam ngay mot lan, khong khong, minh mudn cie ba ngay la
dworc dn mot bira solzo.

Pang c6 ra't nhiéu nhirng chi€tc bat td to by dwoc x€p chong 1én nhau &
treedrc mét Ranta.

S& Iwong 1a bay.

Ranta sip stra danh chén sach bong bét mi thit tim. B4t mi thit chin ma
ciu vira goi cling s€ sod'm dwoc bung ra.

Solzo vira nd'u xong ra't néng. N6i 1a néng phat dién cling chaamg qua
10i. Nhung Ranta chdng mudn phi pham thoi gian d€ thdi phd phi cho né
ngudi ma tong ta't ca vao miéng.

M'6m céu bong rdp ca 1én. Thyc long Ranta chzamg con bi€t mui vi mén
an ra sao. Bung cau ciing chat nich, phinh lén hét nhw bung ba bau. An
udng thé nay chglng khéc gi tra tAn, nhwng Ranta van khong ding lai. Bat
thr tdm con n6t mi€ng nay la xong.

“... Phuuu...! Qué da!”



Ping ldc &Yy, bét solzo thir chin dwgc mang t¢i. Lwgng 1on hoi nwoc
boc 1€n khi€n cau chaamg nhin 1o bat c thir gi. Mui hwong von di s€ khong
ngng kich thich cam giac thém an, la tong hoa ctia xwong ga, thit lon mo,
hanh tiy, ca rot, nhwng véi Ranta bay gior, né chi khi€n ciu 1én con ¢
nong.

“Anh ban tré, cau on khong...?”

Béac cht quin ngé vao mat Ranta va hoi. Ranta git dau, quét tay 1én
mat. Gwong mét cdu nhép nhdp bdi khong md hdi thi nwdc miii, hét nworc
miii lai d&n md hoi. Ranta nghi, chdc mdt minh tréng thdm ldm. Nhng ai
ma théem dé’tam dén chuyén do chwr hd?

“..R6i...!”

Ranta bit tay vio “tdn” bat mi thitr chin. Mdi T4n hip mi 12 con bu6dn
non trdi day. Cam thay moi thit sdp stra trio nguoc ra, Ranta voi vang dua
tay bit miéng... Minh sé khong non.

Tuyét doi sé khong non.

Con lau day moi nén nhé!

Minh sé dn. An, dn, dn thdt lwc. An hét thi thoi!

“Mét lic nao diay, bon minh mé tiém di.”

Khudn mit ngweoi dong doi... khong, chién hiru than thiét bong hién 1én
trong tam tri Ranta.

Hinh dnh cdu ay lic do...

Thdt sw... thit sw... ong da de’ 1o vé mat rat tuyét day, dén miec lam toi
nghi la minh chwa tirng thdy 6ng nhw thé bao gio.

“Nhuwng t& muén mé tiém ramen chw khong phai solzo. Té sé d€
danh tién, nghién ctru tim toi, khi nao tao ra dwoc mén ramen cé mui
vi chuah d&n mwce phai tho't 1én: ‘Chinh né!’ thi bon minh sé mé tiém
nhé.”

N

Loi hoi dép nay ching the cham dén chién hitu ctia cdu nita roi.

Tat cd nhitng gi minh c6 thé’lam la dn. Trwdc mdt lic nay ci phdi dn
da. Minh sé an ngdu nghién mon solzo ma cdu 4y thich. Minh sé dan hét khd
ndng co the. Khong dn dwoc niva ciing phdi an. Du no cdng bung, du chc%ng
thiét dn, thi hdy cik tdp trung vao ma xwe tiép. An di! An di nao, dn mau!
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“Bi 6ng bau b6 an bugc bra (Vi 6ng dau ¢6 an deoc nwra)...!”

Phdi khong, chién hitu ciia 16i? Dit mudn dén thé ndo, éng ciing chdng
thé’an dworc nika roi.

Dai nhdn Ranta ddy sé dn thay cho cd phdn cua chién hitu. Lam chuyén
do thi co y nghia gi dy hd? Ai them quan tam. Ddy chcvzng biét gi vé may thir
vy nghia no kia. Thé nao chc“;ng dwoc. Chi 1a, Ranta nghi cdu nén lam thé&
nay. C4u khong th€ khong nghi th€’, va khong the' khong 1am.

“Gu v...! Bac gia...! Thém bét nwra...!”

“Nh... Nhung nay, anh ban tré...”

“Pwroc ma, mau mang ra day...!”

“H... Hi€u ro6i.”

“Bat tht chin...!”

Chi mot chit nira 1a Ranta s€ hoan thanh bat mi thi chin. C4u thic ép
minh phdai nhanh Ién. DU ban than cu cé y dinh tdng t&'c, nhung lwgng mi
trong bat van chéng voi di. Ranta dung tay. Con kich &ng trao ngwgc den
ngdm 4p t&i. Ranta khong thd ndi. Cau tha'y minh nhw sip chét ngat t&i
noi.

R6i Ranta ba't chot nhin ra. Ngwoi ta dang xi XAm '0n ao xung quanh
cau. Nhin thi thdy nao la tho’ thi cong, nao l1a linh tinh nguyén, va nhiéu
ngwoi khac, déu dang vay 18y Ranta. Gi vdy? Nhin ddng nay cham chdm
thé’la coy gi hd...?

“Nay, ga do, ti€p theo la bat tht mwoi roi daYy...!” “Udy... Nghi€ém tic
day a...!” “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén.” “Binh thwong ¢6 ai lam dwoce thé” khong
ta?” “Toi thi chiu ddy...” “Cau chang gidi ghé...” “Nhung ma tdi bdo nay,
nhw thé khong phai hoi gay go sao?” “Ma chic ciu ta ciling sip khong chiu
noi roi.” “Pung day!” “Ciing phai théi. Mwoi bat coo ma. Lam sao an ndi.
Nghi kiéu gi cling thd'y mudi bét thi khé 14m!” “Chuan dét!” “Mudi bat 1an
mal!”



“Hur...” Ranta cudi ra ding miii. CAu cam tha’y c6 di vat. Cdi gi do bi
mdc & 16 miii minh sao? Khi ciu thtt thoc ngén tay vio miii va kéo né, hod
ra dd'y 1a mot sgi mi solzo. Tuy da nghi dén viéc virt di, nhwng néu la
ngudi chién hitu clia ciu thi sé ching bao gio 1am th&. Ranta thdy vao
miéng mau mi vira dwee khai quat khéi miii cia chinh minh.

“Nay, m&y ngwdi nhin cho ki ddy. Muwdi bat &y a? Day con ching thém
coi n6 12 tré ngai ludn! Co nay &'y ma, dé nhw bon.”

... Tan thoi!

Ranta x&¢ lai tinh thén va giai quy€t nhanh gon bat mi thir chin. Bat thir
mudi d3 dwoc mang ra. Cdu c6 tha’y hoa mét, nhung c& nay thi bd beén gi.

“Na00000000...!"

Ranta dirng ddy, ké miéng vao thanh bat va lién ti€p trit mi cing nwdc
dung néng rdy vao da day. Dam dong td0 mo xung quanh hao hirng hin 1én.
Puoc khich 1€, hay ¢6 th€ néi 1a ti€p thém sirc manh béi nhirng ti€ng ho
reo thich thd, Ranta an hét sach bat mi thir mwoi chi trong vong may chuc
gidy. Khong chi mi va cdi, cdu con hdp can dén giot nwdc stp cudi cung.

“Tha’y sao ha...! Bac gia, ti€p di...!”

“Xong ngay!”

“Udy uady uay!” “Cau ta lam dwoc kia!” “Tén do gidi day!” “Kinh
vay!” “Ti&p dé!” “Ck an hét kha nang di!” “Xoi ti€p di!” “Lam di!”

“DProng nhién ro6i!” Ranta dgng ngdn tay giwa Ién. “Ta tén la Ranta!
M4y ngwoi mau ho to tén ta day di...!”

“Ranta!” “Ranta!” “Kha 18m, Ranta!” “Ranta!” “Ranta...!”

“Bac gia, nhanh 1€n nao!”

“Pay day! Mot bét, sin sang phuc vu!”

“Ha ha ha...! Bat tht mwoi mot nhé...!”

Ranta vira cudi vira bit dau x& bat mi thr muwdi mot. Trong mot
thoang, ciu ty hdi tai sao minh lai lam chuyén nay, nhung ma quan tam lam
gi chit. An! Minh cit dn thoi!

Nhin toi di, chién hiru!

Mdc du toi chi co thé’lam dwoc nhitng viéc thé nay.
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Ranta dot nhién bi nghen. S¢ii mi bén ra tr 16 mii ciu khién ddm dong
phd 1én croi nhw dién. Ranta suyt chiit nira thi ndi khuing, nhwng thay vao
dg, clu lai cwoi nhan nhé.

Khong biét minh co thé dn dén mikc nao? Minh cw dn cho dén gioi han,
cho dén khi guc ngd thi thoi.

Ba&i vi bon nay sé mo cira hang vao mét ngay nao do. Minh sé bién no
thanh mot tiém ramen, chir khong phdi solzo, nhw mong mudn cia ban
hién. Tén tiém ciing dd quyét dinh roi.

Ramen Shop - Ranta & Moguzou, hay con goi la Moguzou & Ranta.



4. Pieu kién toi té nhat

... Khong phai dén ldc ¢6 nén dwng lai r'oi sao?

C6 cam gidc nhw ai d6 da n6i v&i minh nhw the'. Ai co? C6 1€ 1a ga dan
ong ng'6i bén canh. C6 khong bi€t ga Ia ai. Khudén mit g nhw thé nao nhi?
Co li&c xéo mot cdi. Moi thir qud ddi nhat nhoa. Ga dan 6ng nay 1a thé nao
vay? Tai sao ga ta lai ng'6i canh ¢6? Chaalng hi€u gi ca.

“...Anh,laai?”

“Ha? Ai la thé' nao...?”

“Sao anh lai & ddy...?”

“Ay khéng, sao tring gi chir. Chiing ta cing déh quan nay ma.”

“Voi ai co...?”

“V&i cd do, Merry.”

“Tai sao?”

“... Toi da bao ma, cd qua chén r'éi do.”

“Aico?’

“Co chwr con ai?”

“Vay sao...””

Merry thé dai, nang chi€c coc 1én. C6 dinh tu mot hoi, nhwng cadi coc
da trong rong... Qudn w? Ddy la mét cdi qudn a? Qudn gi moi dwgc? Co
d4o mét nhin quanh. A, cd vé la dang qudn noi ngwei ta uéng rwou. Chi cé
ché ngoi & qudy, chdt hep dén thdm hagi... MOt quan rweou la 1Am ma co
chwa ting thay trede day.

Khi Merry chia chi€c cdc ra tred'c mit ngwoi trong cé vé 1a chi quéan
ding & bén kia quay va dinh goi thém mdt c6c, g dan dng bén canh 1ién
tom 12’y cO tay co.

“Pa bao la thoi di ma.”

“... Mdc ké t61.”



“Mac lam sao dugre. Co ¢6 biet minh da udng bao nhi€u ro6i khong?”

“Khong biet. Thi sao...?”

“Thi sao cai dau cd.”

Ga ta t0 vé ngan ngam. Tai sao Merry lai phdi nhin ban mét ra cai diéu
phién phirc cia mot ga dan 6ng khong quen bié€t nhw thé nay ch? Buc ca
minh.

“... buoc tho1.”

Merry ding 1én khoi gh&’. Co loang choang. Ga dan 6ng bén canh do&
18y Merry, nhwng ¢6 ha't tay ga ra ngay lap tirc.

“Pwng cham vao t6i!”

“CoO suyt nga day.”

“Ciing dwgc chir sao...? Nga... thi ¢6 gi xdu ha...?”

“Vay khong t6t dau.”

“Purng c6 ap dat.”

“Ap dit cdi gi?”

“Suy nghi cta anh... T6i chaamg muon bi€t anh suy nghi thé¢" nao...”

Minh dang dinh noi gi vdy nhl’?, Minh dang noi cdi gi? Sao chc%ng dworc.
Thwc sw la thé’nao ciing dwoc, chang quan tdm. Merry roi khdi quan reou.

Khi tinh ra, c6 dang & dau d6. Td1 thui. Trén mdt con dwong.

“..Ua?

Cay tich trwong khong o day. Minh bo quén no roi a? O ddu ta? Chc“;ng
con chiit khdi niém nao.

“Nay, c6 sao khong thé?”

Ai vdy? Ga dan ong lic ndy a? Sao lgi la ga? Tai sao ga bam theo
minh?

“Anh mudn gi...?”

Nghe Merry hdi, ga dan 6ng 1én giong “Ha!?” day cuc suc.

“Pay la cach chao hodi ngwoi da khao ¢6 & hai quan rwegu day a?”

“Khao...? Anh n6i chuyén gi vay?”

“Chuyén tién ruegru chir con gi. C6 ¢6 tra tién dau. Toi phdi thanh toan
giup c6 hét da’y, Merry.”

“Tai sao anh bi€t tén t6i...7”



“Puwong nhién 1a vi t61 nghe ¢ n6i1.”

“T6i sao...? Vay toi s€ tra...”

Dii khong hiéu 14m, nhung Merry chdng mudn bi gi kia cau nhau bén
tai. C6 dinh méc tién ra. Ga ta chac s€ hai long néu cd dwa cho ga ta't ca s&
tién minh ¢6. Nhung tay ¢6 run lay bay. Khong chi tay ma chén ciing vay.
Merry chang th€ dirng virng noi.

Khi sip stra khuyu xu6ng, c6 bi gi kia 6m cham 1ay.

“Y tdi khong phai the’, Merry. Pau phai t6i bao c6 tra tién cho t6i.”

“...Budng ra.”

“Con lau.”

“Pa bao la...” Merry cd thoat khoéi vong tay ctua ga dan 6ng. Nhung cd
khong day ga ra dwoee. Ga dung gé hai canh tay si€t chit than th€ Merry va
di mat lai gan. Merry ti tay vao cam ga va day 1én that manh, “budng ra...!”

“Cam miéng, con dan ba dé tién! Pa t&i nwdc nay doi nao tao budng
may ra ha! Tao biét thira may cling ¢6 y d6 ma!”

“Y @6 1a cdi gi ha...!1?”

“May dang chdn doi nén muén choi boi voi tao chir gi!? Cor d6 thi tao
bi€t tong!”

“Choi boi...?”

Gd nay dang noi nhdm cdi gi vdy? Toan nhitng diéu chc%ng co ¥y nghia
gl. Choi boi? Minh khéong co tam trang ay. Cdi tén nay co biét da xdy ra
chuyén gi khong?

L'6ng nguc Merry bat chot tré nén lanh ngit.

“... Toi da néi gi voi anh?”

“Hé!?) ‘Gi’ 1a sao, tén nay, sau do6 la... w thi, tuy chwa da d€lam mot cau
chuyén han hoi nhwng...”

“May qua.”

Merry thdy nhe nhom tir tdn ddy long. S€ that t& néu cd bdc bach gi d6
voi cdi loai dan 6ng nay. K?’ ca cb cb say rwgu di chiang nwra... Pung the’.
Merry dang say. Lai con chang phai mac binh thwong, ma la say kha kha,
say twong doi, xin quic ¢an cau.

Thdt nguy hiém.



Vo'i tinh trang nay, trong hoan cdnh nay. Khong nghi ngo gi nita, minh
gdp nguy roi. Phdi chay tron thoi.

“Hyg...!I”

Merry dung hét stec hic dau vao ga dan 6ng. Ga kéu lén va td ra nao
ning nhwng van khong h€ cé y dinh tha Merry.

“May dam! Con nhai, tao khong nwong tay véi may nira dau...!”

“ALL

Merry bi nhic bong 1én, chan khong cham dat. Co ving vdy dién
cuong. Nhwng ga dan 6ng khong hé ndi 1ong vong tay. Ga dinh lam gi ch?
Hinh nhwr gd mu6n mang Merry di dau do. Troi t&i khi€n ¢6 nhin khong 10,
nhwng c6 doan ga dang dinh budc vao mdt con hém nhd. Khi cd chuan bj
hét that to, miéng cd lién bi bit chit bdi ban tay clia gid. Merry 1ap tirc cin
vao tay gd. Tén dan 6ng gam gu trong dau don va quang Merry xudng.
Lung co dip lén n€én da't va phia sau dau va vao dau do.

“..Pa...dau...”

Moi thir quay cudng treéc mét Merry. Phéi chay tron thdi. Khi Merry
dinh bo V€ phia truwdc, gd dan 6ng tom 18y tay cd, kéo 1&é Merry vao con
hém r6i dung stc 14t ngira ¢6 ra. C6 bi ga de xudng da't, miéng lai bi bit
chat.

Minh sé bi lam nhuc sao?

O mét noi nhw the’ nay? Béi mot ké nhur thé nay?

Khong doi nao. Piwng co gion mdt nhau. Merry thuc dau goi vao gitra
hai chan ga.

“Nhan 18y nay...!”

“Qdi... Chét, chét tiét! Con khdn nay...!”

Merry bi gi ddnh. Vo mit, bing nim da'm. C6 nga't di trong gidy lat.

Khi 187y lai y thitc, Merry thA'y bo d'6 tu si ctia minh sép stra bj 10t ra.

Merry nghi, c6 [é minh tiéu roi.

Day co Ié la sw trueng phat.

B&i vi, minh da dé’cho cdu dy chét.

Minh lgi dé’ dong doji chét.

Diui cho minh la tu s7.



Ddng 1é minh phdi bdo vé tinh mang cdc dong doi.

Vay ma c6 khong lam dworc.

Merry thim chi con ching lam hét kha ning. Co da pham sai [am.

MGt sai Tam r0 rang 1a chi mang.

Protection [Sw bao ho ctia anh sang].

C6 th€ n6i day la chiéu thirc co ban cia co ban ddi voi bat ¢ tu si nao
dang chuyén tw so’ cdp 1én trung cap, loai ma phdp anh sdng gidp ning cao
nang lwc th€ chat, sic chdng chiu va kha nang h'di phuc ty nhién. Dic biét,
trong chi€n dau, khong dwoc phép de Protection [Sw bdo hd clia dnh sang]
hét hiéu lyc. Mot khac biét nhd s€ quyét dinh chuyén sinh ti cua con
ngwoi. Trén chién treong, nhitng bi€n s&” d6 c6 th€ xay dén nhiéu khong
d&m xu€. Do viy, khi da qua ba mwoi phit duy tri hiéu lyc, phai 14p tie thi
triéh lai Protection. P 1 tu s thi nhat dinh phai khéc cdt ghi tam diéu dé.
Ri€ng chuyén &y du th€" nao ciing khong dwoc phép quén. The ma...

“May nén bd cude thdi...!”

Ga dan 6ng cat giong cwoi dé tién va kéo giat bo trang phuc tu si. Ti€ng
nhirng dwong chi khau buc ra lién ti€p vang Ién.

“Pay ma la Tan dau ctia may thi tao di dau xuéng dat! C6 em nén
hwdéng thu thi s€ t6t cho ban than hon...!”

“Khong dau, lam sao ma hwdng thu noi.” Mot giong nam khac dot ngdt
vang 1€n khi€n ga dan 6ng thdi tha phai ngoai lai.

“H...7”

“Ra’t ti€c nhwng t61 s€ khong nhe tay dau da’y?”

“Caigi?”

“Hay!”

Tén x4u xa nga guc. Tuy Merry bi ga de 1én nhung chang trai kia da
nhanh tay kéo tén thdi tha d6 ra khdi ngwoi cd.

“.07r

Chuyén gi vay, tai sao, thé"1a thé nao?

Duwong nhw ¢6 vira dwgc ciru, nhung tai sao? La ai ctru?

“C6 van On chir? C6 day dugc khong?”



Tha'y Merry dwoc hoi thé nhwng van chi yén ling, chang trai da ctru cd
khoi ga dan 6ng ba't lwong budng ti€ng thd dai va gai dau.

“N6i sao nhi... T6i khong phai ké ddng ngo dau. Trang phuc nay kia cta
¢0 vAn On ca chr?”

Mot giong di€u twong doi coc cin. Nhung anh ta da citu c6 khdi con
nguy khon. Chuyen do Chang th€ sai. S¢ thé’ nao néu anh chang nay khong
xudt hién nhi? U thi, han la minh da bi ga kia xo'i tdi roi.

Merry ngoi ddy, chinh lai trang phuc dang xdc xéch. Ong tay 4o clia bd
phuc trang tu si bi xé rach toac. Chic ngwoi ¢d ciing dinh bah kha khd,
nhwng ngoai nhirng chuyén d6 ra thi dwong nhw khong ¢6 van deé gi.

“... Xin 16i. Cdm on anh.”

“U. A. C6 khong sao 12 to't r'6i.”

Trong hém t61 den nén Merry gan nhu khong trong thd’y mat chang trai.
Nhwng, c6 gi do... co lé la giong noi, minh nho da ting nghe thdy giong
nay roi. Ca dang ngwoi nira. Anh chang s& htru chiéu cao kha dang n€.
Merry c6 bi€t chang trai nay khong?

“Um...” Anh chang 1i lai nita budc. “Toi sé gitr kin. Khong néi chuyén
nay v&i bat ki ai ca. Nhuw thé hin 1 s& tot hon, dang khong?”

Anh chang nay c6 1€ bi€t Merry. Cach n6i chuyén cho thdy diéu do.

“..Anhla..?””

“T6i ha? A, toi 1a Kuzaku. Ma xung tén thi ciing khong ich gi dau
nhi...”

Pung 1a cai tén Kuzaku chaalng goi 1én diéu gi ca. Khi Merry ding day,
Kuzaku lai 1ti thém vé phia sau. C6 vé chang trai mudn gir mdt khoang
cach nhat dinh v&i Merry. Phéi ching anh chang nay dang ngam th€ hién
ring minh khong c6 y dinh gi?

Merry nhin xudng ga dan 6ng dé ti€n. Ga da bi Kuzaku da'm hay dap gi
d6, manh dén ndi lin ra chét gidc. Gio Merry stit cho hin mot hai phét nira
cling dwore thdi, nhwng cd ti bd y dinh Ay.

Merry budc ra khdi con hém. Kuzaku & cach ¢6 mot quang. Nho dnh
trang, Merry thd’y r6 khuén mat chang trai hon ldc trwede. Cudi cling ¢6 da
hi€u ra.

“... Cung trong Bdi Ryokuran, & Dead Head...”



“A! L& nao ¢d con nho?”
“Nhung...”

“To61 da suyt ché€t.” Kuzaku cui mat xuong. “... Nhung khong chét. Ai
d6 da chiwra tri cho toi. Khi tinh lai thi chi con mdt minh t6i, ki€u vay.”

“...Vay a?’

“A...” Kuzaku ngdp nging.

“Sao?”

“Xin 16i. Gid ma tdi c6 the gitp c6 sém hon. Thuc ra, t6i da chirng kién
lic hai ngudi roi di. O qudn rwou 4y, Toi thd'y hoi ban tAm nén da dudi
theo. Sau do6 thi co6 bi€t day.”

“... Toi trong nat 1dm ding khong?”

“Khong, khong hin the". T6i cung da udng rwou ma.”

“Kuzaku.” Merry ctdi dau. “... Cho phép t6i, mdt I'4n nira... Xin 161, va
cling cdm on cdu.”

Kuzaku im lang mot 14t.

Cudi cling, ciu ta chi dd4p mot cAu ngén gon. ... Vang.”

“Tam biét.”

Merry ngang mat Ién va bwdc nhanh qua Kuzaku. Pwong nhién con say
van chwra ngudi. Co thdy budn ndn. Khong rd ¢d da udng bao nhiéu roi.
Dudng nhw ¢ ching nhé dwoc gi cd. Co dd qud chén. Lan dau tién t khi
cha sinh me @é, cd c6 dwoc trai nghiém udng rwou dé€n mirc roi vao trang
thai khong con biét troi trang gi nira.

Gid nhw tén kia kip lam di tro trong lic minh con chwa nhdn thirc
dworc gi nhi?

Néu chuyén xdy ra nhw thé, minh co 1é da thdy thodi mdi mot chiit roi.
Biét dau chinh vi mudn diéu do, nén minh moi uéng rwou nhw nwoc la. Va
lai ciing béi thé’ ma minh da khong dudi ga dé tién kia di, ddu cho hdn ci
ldng vdng bén canh minh.

Kuzaku da phd dam. Cdu ta da lam chuyén dw thwa. Nhwng néu minh
thwe sw bi tén thoi tha kia gio tro... Chi nghi thoi da thdy on lanh. Thdt
kinh tém. Vén di minh khong thich bi ngwoi khdc cham vao. Nhueng hén da
cham rdt nhiéu, da so mo thod thué. Té haqi. Tat cd moi thir déu té hai vo
cung.



“Ua...”

Cam giac bu'én nén khé chiu 4p t&i lam Merry ding budc. C6 mudén
non. Nhwng ¢ chua tirng bi€t non 1a gi. Cé6 khéng ndén dwore. Merry ng'oi
thup xudng. Tirc ngwe qud. Minh mudn chét. Mudn chét qudch cho xong.
Ddu rang thyec té c6 ngwoti da chét roi. Mot tu st vo dung dé dong doi ciia
minh phdi chét khong chi mot, ma nhigng hai ldn, gio lai ddm co suy nght
mudn chét, mudn chét qudch di.

“... K@ t6i t&€ nha't... ]a minh.”



5. Md hon don na
. Mé& hon don nay
-

u ién liic nay dang la gitta dém, nhwng cy thé’ thi mdy gio roi nhi?
Minh hoan toan khong ddm chdc.

Chi biét la bon minh da ¢ ddy khd ldu roi.

Pay 13 duong Hanazonol!l thudc khu phia Bic Alterna. Tai sao lai goi
con dwong ndy bing cdi tén Hanazono nhi? Haruhiro ciing khong ranh,
nhung v dodn ring ngay xwa & ddy tirng cé mot vueon hoa hay cdi gi d6
teong tu.

Hai bén con dwong Hanazono kéo dai ra tir khu che 1An dwong nhdnh
ctia n6 l1a nhtrng cén nha tro dwgrc xay k€ nhau, x€p thanh mot day. Khu vyc
1an cén ctra ngd di vao con dwong nay cling ¢c6 mot vai can tro tam danh
cho khach vang lai. Cang xa khu che, s& lwong céc toa nha Ion cang tang
1€n. Bi qua mot day cac nha khéch trdng cé vé cyc ki cao cap va day hanh
dién v&i vé trang 1€ cia minh 1a s&€ dé€n nhirng nha nghi trung binh, cac khu
tro tam tam, va cudi cung la noi tdp trung nhirng cdn nha tro cii ki to6i tan
con goi la vung ngoai 0.

Bon Haruhiro dang & treéc mot nha tro thudc mirc trung binh, nim
ngay tai vi tri tv dwong Hanazono ré vao dworng nhanh.

Ban déau thi ding, nhung gio dd ngdi xuéng va dya lwng vao twong
ngoai cua nha tro... Ké lam thé chi c6 Haruhiro.

Ngwoi di cung ciu van ding nguyén mot chd.

Ca hai déu im lang. L'an cudi ho mé& miéng ra néi chuyén v&i nhau 1a
khi nao nhi? Hinh nhw da lau 14m rdi. C4u ciing chealng nh¢& khi @6 minh da
noéi gi. Ca Haruhiro 14n ngwoi di cing déu khong phai tip ty minh lién
thodng goi chuyén. Nén goi ho 12 miu ngwoi kin ddo, hoic bi dong.

Haruhiro cong lung, 6m 18y mot bén dau gd1 va nghi, ¢d e, chinh vi thé
ma bon minh chdng may hop nhau. Khi ca Haruhiro va d&i phwong déu
khong c6 dong théi nao thi s€ chaalng xdy ra bat cir chuyén gi. Cudc tro
chuyén cling khong th& bit dau.



Khé xir ghé. Mién dang &y chiu “khai nong” cdu chuyén, chuyén gi
ciing dwore tudt, thi ding nay sé cé gang ddp lai ma. Ma minh nghi la
ngwoi di cung chdc ciing dang nghi nhw thé rdi. Dai logi la: “Sao cdu im
lang sudt thé’hd? Noi gi di chir!”

Duwoc. Hieu roi. Minh lam. Be minh lam cho. Lam thi lam chie s¢’ gi.

“Nay... o tm... Shihoru?”

“...07 Sao...7”

“Cau mét khong?”

“...T& van on.”

“Vay a?”

“Um.”

HEt chuyén.

Cuoc hoi thoai ma cau phai vit kiét toan bo khi lic clia minh d€ khoi
mao d3 k&t thdc trong nhdy mit.

Cdi quy gi thé¢’nay? Khong phdi vay chie. N6 liwc thém chiit nita xem
nao. PBay la giao tiép, giao tiép day. Quan trong diing khong? Han la the
roi.

Pai khai 1a tai sao cdu v&i Shihoru lai & ciing nhau chit? Ma khong, 1i
do, hay néi ding hon 1a b6 canh, din t&i sy tinh nay rit 16 rang. Ho cén
lién lac v&i Merry d€ lam thd tuc va chia phan nay no. Chuyén khong ai tin
noi 1a Ranta bi bdi thwc dén ndi budc phai “dn binh ba't ddng”. Yume cling
chaalng & bi sao, ¢ kéu minh “béo nhéo 18&m” nén loai ndt. Do vay,
Haruhiro roii khéi khu nha tro cing véi Shihoru - ngeoi khong ¢6 van dé gi
veé strc khoé va ciing biét noi & clia Merry. B&i Haruhiro nhé rd 1a Merry
thué phong & khu tro danh riéng cho n*r nén cdu dwong nhién khong the
mot minh ghé tham. Xét vé di€m nay thi viéc Shihoru di ciing da ctru cho
ciu mdt ban thua trong thay. Va cling 1dm ciing chi ¢6 di€m 4y ma thoi.

Chaalng phai cau ghét Shihoru. Nhung v&i nhirng viéc phai hanh ddng
hai ngwoi thi ¢d 12 mot do1i tac khé nhan.

Haruhiro cho ring dy 1a vidn dé vé su phdi hop. Haruhiro va Shihoru
khong an y. Chuyén la vay. N6i cach khac, ho khong hop nhau.

Liéu Shihoru c6 cam nhan giong Haruhiro khong? V@ phan Haruhiro,
tuy khong phai cdu nghi ring: “Bon minh khdng hop nhau, vi th¢, chang



con cach nao cd, cir nhw bay gior 1a dwore r'oi,” nhwng tinh ra, ban than
Shihoru ¢6 1€ cling nén manh dan hon mot chiit. Hai dira da t&i khu tro nay,
nhung Merry khong & nha, sau d6 d&n Qudn rwgu Sherry va van khong
tha’y tam hoi c6 &y dau ca, cudi cung quay lai day... roi cho dé€n lic nay,
Shihoru vin hau nhw chéng n6i mot 1oi. Khi Haruhiro héi gi d6, c¢6 s€ tra
losi mot, hai cau. Ta't ca chi c6 the'. Thdi dé do la sao chik?

“Hay...”

Cau vo6 tinh buéng mot ti€ng thdé dai.

Cam gidc t€ nhi? Chi la khi xét két qua, né cd 1€ lai tré thanh mot céi c&
khong toi.

Shihoru 1én tiéng bang giong 1i nhi. “... Té...”

Haruhiro ngwdc nhin 1én Shihoru. Cé6 dang ém 18y vai minh va run 1én
nhe nhe.

“...T&... Ay ma, néu... néi chuyén ndy... chic s& bi moi ngudi nghi 14
d6 doc ac... nhwng t& tha’y kha binh thwong...”

“Binh thwong... 1a sao?”

“T&... khac v&oi moi ngwoi. Té khong... sdc nang tdi mirc nhw cac
cau...”

“Theé’... uv?”

“Ac 18m ding khong? K& c chinh t& ciing nghi thé"... N&u budc phai
chon mot cach ndi thi... hon ca viéc Moguzou hi sinh... t& phién nao béi cd
soc khi ban than... lai khong dau bu'dn nhiéu 1dm, dit cho Moguzou di chét
roi. Té nghi ring minh... minh 12 mot ké dang ghét...”

“Chuyén do...”

.. khong ding. Minh c6 ddm phii nhdn thing thirng nhw thé khong nhi?
Moguzou da chét ma lai khong bi séc sao? Lam gi ¢6 chuyén ngo ngan do.
Boi vi, cdu @y la dong doi kia ma. Cd bon da cung chia ngot sé bui, theo
diing nghia cua tw ay. Moguzou la mot dong doi quan trong, rat rdt quan
trong, la truc vdn hanh cua to’ doi. Tai sao chuyén do lai khong phdi la mot
cu soc co...?

Thé& nhwng, ban than Shihoru cé vé cling dang rdi boi. Viéc ném trai
cam gidc mat mat va ndi budn dau dir doi du stec xé toang 1'0ng nguc, du
strc lam t€ liét khdi 6c, dang ra 1a mét 1€ dwong nhién, nhwng vi ban than



khong nhw th€, c6 &y cam thdy minh that di thwong. Dwong nhw c6 Ay
dang dau dén vo cling, khong the tha thi cho ban than... A, ra la vdy sao?

Manato.

Viéc nay khong hon gi suy doan ctia Haruhiro, nhung ra't c6 th€ can
nguyén cho moi thir xud't phat tr chuyén ctia Manato.

Shihoru c6 I€ da dem long yéu Manato. Va Manato ma c6 &y yéu tha
thiét thi da chét roi. Shihoru chéc chin 13 ngwdi dau don hon ai hét. Di
nhién, khi Moguzou qua doi, c6 &y ciling s€ dau long, nhwng mic dd khong
thé’sdnh bang khi dé dwogrc.

Nguwoi ta roi s& quen véi khd dau, tw khic phdi quen, du cho long
khong mudn.

Vi chung ta sé chflng the song ti€p n€u khong lam thé”.

Vi chirng no ta cdn song, nhirng chuyén nhw vy van sé xdy ra. Vi d6
la mot vong tudn hoan, noi nhirng thir nay lap di 1ap lai.

Né&u mdi I4n giip dau khd, ta lai bi danh guc va khong gwong diy duwoc,
thi nha't dinh s€ khong thé nao s6ng ti€p.

That ra... That ra, Haruhiro khong con chodng vang quén ca ban than
nhu thoi diém ngay sau khi ma't Moguzou ntra. Tuy van chua th€ goi 1a 6n
thod, nhung ciu dang cd ging hwéng t&i twong lai. Cau mong rang moi
ngwoi cling s€ nhin vé phia tred'e. N&u bon cau khong lam vy, Moguzou
cling chéng the yén long. C4u tham chi con dinh bi€n ngwoi d6ng doi da
khua't thanh dong lyc sOng ti€p nhu vay daYy.

Haruhiro dang c6 ging song sét. CAu mudn sdng mot cich gian l4n,
ranh ma va wong nganh.

Shihoru hin cling vay thoi. Céi chét cuia Manato 1am Shihoru tré nén
manh mé. C6 4y dang manh mé hon va c& gdng séng cudc doi clia minh.

“Shihoru khéng ac dau. Cau cling khong phai ké dang ghét. May ma c6
Shihoru di cing. May ma c6 Shihoru & bén. T¢ that sy nghi vay da’y.”

Shihoru dinh néi gi d6 nhwng lai ngdm chit miéng va quay mit di chd
khéc. Bo vai ctia ¢d van hoi run rdy. C6 1& cd dang kim nén nhirng giot
nuwde méit. Lat sau, Shihoru khit mili mot cdi va bio.

“... T ciing nghi 1a... c6 Haruhiro & diy that tdt.”



“Khong, a thi... U. Vin t6t hon bj ciu bdo 1a d4ng ra t& khong nén cé
mat ¢ day...”

Haruhiro up hai tay lén mat. Chealng hi€u sao cdu lai thd'y ngwong chin
ca ngudi. R6i ciu cdn ¢6 cam gidc tOi 10i bdi ban than dang ngai ngiing Ay
nwra. Noi thdt long, bat ké’khi dn com, uéng nwoc, hay chim vao gidc ngi,
minh déu mudn xin 16i Moguzou. Cho dil xin 16i ciing chdng dé’lam gi.

Hén la d&n mot ngay nao d6, ndi dau nhw ctra vao tim can nay s& dan
phai mo’ va tan bién.

Nguwoi ta r'oi s€ quen voi khd dau.

B&i vi cdu mudn sdng, cdu lam quen voi né d€ dwoc sdng, cho nén cau
c6 th€ voeo't qua ma song ti€p.

“Merry mudn that dd’y. Khong bi€t c6 &y di dau nwra.”

“... Rot cudc 1a to... chéng bi€t nhi€u vé Merry... vay nén... cing kho
néi.”

“Cling ding nhi? Nhwng ma, t& con 1a con trai ntra, n6éi d€n chuyén lam
than nghe ctng hot...”

“... Té nghi khong phai cr cling gidi tinh 1a sé than thiét dwoe dau...”

“C6 chuyén d6 hi?”

“Tai t&... ¢6 tinh cadch nhw thé&” nay ma. Néu t& vui vé hoat bat nhw
Yume, moi chuyén c6 1€ da khac...”

“Hw~~m. Dau phai cr vui vé hoat bat 1a xong nhi? Con Yume &y ha,
ding 12 c6 cdm gidc Yume c6 th& thin thién v&i bat ctr ai. Mién doi
phwrong khong nhu Ranta la deoc.”

“... C6 1€ Ranta la ngoai 1€.”

“Tén d6 bi ngu dd’y! Nghiém tic y. Boi thyc 1a thé” quai nao? T chflng
hiéu y hin 12 gi ca.”

“... Khong phadi cdu &y an solzo a?”

“Ha?”

“Chi 1a ¢6 th€ thoi... nhung ma... t& nghi, liéu c6 phai Ranta mu6n an ca
phan cia Moguzou niva khong nhi...?”

“AL

Haruhiro v tung mai téc. Vdy a? La thé’sao? Céu chi c6 thé nghi ring,
ban than minh chéng hi€u gi ca, va ciling khong chiu quan sat gi hét. Mot



cach twedng nhé theo phong cach Ranta chang? Haruhiro khé cwoi. Nguce
cu thét lai.

“Qua nhién Shihoru khong phai mét ngwoi dang ghét dau. Cai cach ciu
tha'u hié dwoc cdm xiic ctia ngudi khéc tuyét voi 14m day.”

Shihoru 1ic d4u. Sau d6 c¢d &y ngdi xudng va néi nhw nén tirng tiehg
mot. “... Con vé Merry... To nghi... ¢d &y la ngwoi hdi han... dau khd hon
bat cwr ai. B&i vi cd Ay la tu si...”

Haruhiro git dau. C4u cho riang véi chuyén & mirc dd nay thi minh
cling hi€u dworc.

Du gi cling la lan thir hail...

Merry da teng mét Tan ma't di dong doi, hay ding hon la cdc ddng doi.
Piéu d6 duong nhw da khién co khong ngirng din vit ban than va ching
con la Merry cia ngay xwa nura.

T&i khi gia nhdp vao nhom Haruhiro, Merry cudi cung da cé th€ thinh
thoang cho moi nguwoi thd'y ny cwoi cia minh. Va ngay chinh thoi dieém d6
- n6i nhw vay c6 1€ cling khong sai - dong doi ctia cd lai ma't di. Hon nura,
Merry con la tu si, nguoi s& hiru ma phap anh sang c¢6 kha nang chira lanh
vét thwong, 1a s¢i diy sinh ménh cuia to ddi. N6i cach khac, chuyén dé cé
nghia la: ¢c6 & vi thé phai ganh trach nhiém ddi véi mang s6ng cua nhirng
ngwoi dong chi. N&u Merry bam rié€t 18’y suy nghi ta't ca 1a 16i clia ban than,
hodc minh da pham phai sai [am, thi d6 cling l1a di€u khong the tranh.

Tuy c¢6 vé nghe hoi tir phu nhung ngwdi lam Haruhiro lo 1ing nha't ldc
nay chinh la Merry.

“... Mong rang c6 &y khong nghi quan.”

N6i ra miéng xong, Haruhiro lai cing cdm thay lo 14ng mot cach khong
can thiét.

Vay nén, khi nghe dworc tiéng budc chan, li€c mét ra phia d6 va trong
thy béng ngwdi mic bo trang phuc tring, I1ong ciu nhe nhédm vo clng.

“Merry.”

“...Tai sao?”

Noi dén do, Merry quay got.

(13

.. 0...7 Do da, Merry, sao lai chay...?”
“Ha... Haruhiro, bon minh phai dudi theo...!”



“A, & nhj!”

May 1a t&'c dd chay ctia Merry khdng nhanh 1dm. Hodc néi ding hon 13
buwde chan c6 &y khdng vieng chiit nao. Thay vi goi la chay, tw theé” d6 gidng
clia mdt ngwdi di sap ngd van chat vat tién vé phia trude.

Khi Haruhiro bit kip Merry, tay ciu lap tirc bj cd Ay hit ra, nhung
Merry khong con y dinh bd chay ti€p. C6 1€ ¢6 &y du mudn cling chang
chay ndi ntra roi. Quay lwng vé phia Haruhiro va Shihoru, Merry ngdi
phich xu6ng nhw th€ hoan toan sup do.

“...Sao ha? May nguoi can gi?”

“Viéc can thi... cing ¢, nhung... Merry, ciu udng reou day a...?”

“Thi c6 gi xau ha?”

“O’'khong, khong phai la xau, nhung...”

“... D€t6i yén. Mic t6i.”

“Khong d€ mac cau dwgrc.” Shihoru ndi va ngdi xom xudng bén canh
Merry. “... T¢ khong the€ lam thé.”

“...Tai sao?”

“Vi t&... quan tdm dén cau. Thay Merry trong bd dang &Y... t& khong
th€ gid vo nhir minh khong biét dwore.”

“... T6i khdng mudn bi nhin thdy vao ldc nay. Tai sao cic cau lai &
day?”

“Bon t&... d&n gap Merry.”

“Con tO1... thi khong mudn gap ai hét.”

“Bon t& khong nhw th&”.” Shihoru van kién tri.

“... T6i khong mudn gip cac nguwoi!”

Tuy néi ndng van mach lac, nhueng Merry rd rang da khd say. O tinh
cdnh 4y thi ding la khong mudn bi ngwo'i khdc trong thdy nhi? Hién nhién
roi. Chinh Haruhiro cling khong mu6n thdy mdt Merry nhuw vay. C6 1€ ciu
khong nén thady. Nhwng ciu lai chirng ki€n ma't roi. Gio nay thi khong the
lam nhw chwa nhin thdy gi dwoc nwra.

“Merry.”

“..Gi1ha?”



“Hen c4u tdim gio* sdng mai, trudc cdng Bic. C6 hoi qua sirc véi cau
khong? Nhat 1a trong tinh trang do.”

Haruhiro ché’ doi, nheng Merry mai van chéng chiu tra 10i. Co khong
hé rang 18y mot cau. Thay vao do, cd ding 1én va budc di. C6 vé ¢6 dinh
quay veé phong tro.

Shihoru toan theo sau Merry, nhung Haruhiro ngan c6 lai va cat ti€ng
vé phia béng lung cua Merry.

“Chung ta chwa k&t thic dau. Tam dwng mot chit ciing dwgc, nhung sé
khong con cach nao khac ngoai ti€n I1én phia truedc.”

Merry di vao nha tro ma chaalng hé dap lai.
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6. Dau co ngap ngung

éngm sau - thye t€ chinh 1a budi sang hom do - du cd bon da dgi dén tan
mudi gior, vira bing ding thdi gian vang 1én ti€ng chudng bdo gior tiép
theo, Merry vin khong xuA' hién trirdc cong Béc.

HOm sau ca bon lai cho hai ti€ng nira, va Merry khong dén. Ranta cao
giong mot muc cho ring nén x6ng vao khu tro ctia ¢d, nhwng Haruhiro va
Shihoru déu kich liét phan doi. Yume thi vin dang b&o nhéo, nhung tam coi
la da kha kham hon truede.

R'6i d&n ngay thi ba...

Trudce khi ti€hg chudng bdo tdm gic bit dau rung 1én, bon Haruhiro da
dén cong Bic.

Ranta bat ra mot ti€ng: “O..”

Shihoru khé nin thé.

Yume kéu: “0O¢...!”

Haruhiro khé cwoi mot chit va 18y tay che miéng. Mdi ['4n cwoi, nguc
cau van nhAm nham dau.

Mot ¢6 gdi médc trang phuc tu si, dwong nhw tya ngwoi vao ciy doan
trirong trong tay, dang ditng & mot géc cdng Bic. C6 cii d4u nhin xudng,
ctr nhw dang d&€m s& ngén cua ban chan. Khéng phai c¢6 &y cé voc nguoi
thap, vy ma trong nhd bé bi€t nhwong nao.

“Merry.”

Nghe Haruhiro goi, Merry ngang 1én va quay mét vé phia moi nguoi.
Tuy c6 lai cii xudng ngay, nhung ciling cé the' 1a cd dinh lam ddng tac gat
dau.

Ma thé nao ching dworc nhi.

Dung. La gi ciing dwgc. Merry da toi roi. Khong phdi do ép budc. Ciing
chang phdi cau xin. Merry da dén bdng ¥ chi ciia minh.



Bon Haruhiro di t&i bén Merry. Péu tién l1a Shihoru buwdc dén gan
Merry va chging noi chaamg rang khé khang nim chit tay cd 4y. Merry khong
td ra khuore tu.

Yume dot ngdt Om cham 18y Merry.

“A1?

Dudng nhw Merry cye ki kinh ngac. A thi chinh Haruhiro cling chodng
ma, thd'y viéc d6 ai ma chgng ngac nhién nhi?

“Xin 16i nha, Merry.” Yume 0m ghi Merry that chit, dui mit minh vao
m4d, vao cO cd ban, tra nhw chd meéo da bén hoi nguoi. “Yume that sy xin
16i!”

“0... Ch... Chuyén gi co...?”

“Xin 10i vi da d€ Merry ¢6 don modt minh. Trong khi Yume c¢6 Shihoru
bén canh thi Merry lai phdi & mot minh, vao thoi di€m the nay... Xin 10i
nhé. Yume s€ khong bao gior bd Merry mot minh ntra, nén Yume mong la
Merry sé tha thir cho Yume. Tw gio Yume s€ luén & canh Merry.”

“.T¢..”

Mit Merry ddo qua d3o lai lién h6i. Ban d4u, Haruhiro chi nghi 13 co
a4y dang boi r6i. Nhwng hinh nhw khdng phai vay. Mat Merry dé bung. Do
lan t&i tdn mang tai. Merry nghi€n chat rang, nhw th€ dang kiém ché’. Co
&y dang chiu dung bang t't ca stc lirc cia minh.

C6 khi nao c6 A7y sip oa khéc... khong nhi?

“..To..”

“Puorc ma. Bat k€ Merry dinh néi gi di ntra, Yume da quyé€t roi. S€
khong d€ Merry ¢6 don mo6t minh ntra. Vi twe gior, Yume s€ tro chung mot
chd v&i Merry. Yume da quyét sé 1am th&”. Shihoru ciing & cung lu6n.”

Haruhiro nhin sang Shihoru. “... Vdy, ha?”

“Pai loai... the?” Shihoru d€ 16 nét mit thuc sy khé ti, nam & khoang
gitra ctia mot nu cuoi kho' s& va vé boi r6i. “... T cling... nghi la... t&i qua
c6 ndi... chuyén &y. Lo mo... ¢6 cam gidc d6.”

“Lomo ay a...”

“He.” Ranta dwa ngon céi Ién quét mii. “Vay thi hét cich roéi. ba the
toi cling chuyén qua thué phong & ciing nha tro v&i Merry céi nhi!”



“Khong dwoe dau.” Thdi d6 Merry quay ngoit mot trim tdm muwoi dd
va ¢ triit 4nh mét lanh 180 Vé phia Ranta. “Chd tdi dang tro vé co’ ban 1a
cdm nam gi&i.”

ttre 12 van c6 ngoai 1€ phai khong!? Mot ké tir sy tOn tai da dic biét nhw toi
thi dwong nhién phai dwoc xét lam treong hgp ngoai 1€ chir!”

“Ngoai 1€ chi ¢6 tré nhd thoi. Nghia la: s€ dwoc phép tro néu la me
con.”

“Tuyét ci meo! Vay thi tr h6m nay, t6i s€ lam con cia Merry! N6i 1a
con trai rudt thi hot di€u nén lam con nudi nhé, con nudi ay! Thé nao? Vay
la khong con van dé gi roi phai khong!?”

“Qua nhiéu van dé thi ¢6...”

“On 20 qu4, Parupiro! Pay khong phai chd cho cdi hang nhw may nhan
xét! Vay tém lai, Merry, tr hOm nay ba la mama cda t6i. Gitdp d& nhau nhé,
mama!”

Merry vira xoa lwng Yume vira thd dai thwon thwot. “Hay thoéi to vé
day...”

“Pwng maaa!” Yume d'6n strc vao hai canh tay dang 6m Merry. “Merry
dung ve! Chgng viéc gi phai quan tam dén nhirng gi Ranta ngu dan n6i hét!
B&i ddng nao thi Ranta ciing chi 14 mot tén ngdo ngo' hAm dé ma thoi!”

“Ba ndi ai ham d& ha cai d6 nguce 1ép kia!”

“Pung c6 kéu ngyce 1ép!”

“Thyc t& 1a nguce ba 1ép thi tdi bi€t phai lam sao!”

“Ranta con phaalng hon Yume nhi€u nha!”

“Téi 1a con trai dAy! Ngay ti Tau da chang ai di do do 16n cta vong
mot r'o6i!”

“Né&u thé thi phai diu bang kich c& cia cdi gi ha!?” Yume lai hi.

“Ha!? C4i d6 thi ba...” Sau khi ha tAm mét xudng vi tri gitta hai chan
cua ban than, Ranta li&€c Haruhiro. ... Nhi?”

“May ‘nhi’ v&i tao lam cai gi...”

“Him?” Yume ngoeo cO sang bén.

“...Nay...” Merry ngo ngudy nguoi, vé nhw bi go bé trong vong tay clia
Yume. “T¢ khong vé nira dau, nén treede tién tha to ra da...”



“Ui!? Merry bi dau a!? Xin 16i nha. Tai Yume hoi bj khoé d6. Yume cé
khoe v&i Shihoru rang, gan ddy canh tay Yume 1én co bép r'oi, c6 18 chéng
mAy ma bung c¢6 ‘sdu mii’ ludn. Th& 12 Shihoru bio, n&u cor bip & nguc
Yume phat tri€n, c6 the€ vong mot ciing sé by 1€n.”

“... Yu... Yume... Chuyén d6, khdi nhéc t&i di ma...”

“HEé? Tai sao?”

“Pay khong phai chuyén nén dem ra néi tredc mat cac ban nam...”

“Vay a7”

“Ha!” Ranta cudi bing miii. “Chealng ¢ ti t&'nhi nao, Yume a. Ba la ki€u
ngwoi nhw the” do!”

“Cai thau thi 2y, dau ri€éng gi Yume, chinh Ranta cling khong bi€t dung
con gi!”

“Dung lam sao dwgec, d6 ngdc! Vi lai, khong phai thau thi, ma la t&
nhi, t& nhi!”

Hét ndi néi, chang biét nén goi la nhén nhip hay gi nita. Haruhiro gii
gai sau gdy. Nhwng ma thoi, nho Yume va Ranta ma bau khong khi da dé
chiu hon.

Pau tién, Haruhiro néi v&i Merry nhirtng chuyén mang tinh céng viéc,
roi ca bon quy€t dinh sau diy sé dén Van phong Poan linh tinh nguyén d€¢
lam tha tuc. Ti€p do6, ho cén t&i Thwong hoi ki gii Yorozu d€ doi sdu muoi
gold quin phi€u sang tién mit va chia phan. Chic cling nén ki gri thanh
ki€m chat chém The Chopper ludn.

“... Gio’ ban d&n chuyén tir nay vé sau bon minh s€ lam gi...”

Haruhiro gitr tong giong nhe nhang nhat ¢6 the. Du sao thi hién thyc ma
tui Haruhiro dang d6i mit di qua v ning né, tedng nhw né sin sang nghién
nat tdt ca cac thanh vién. Lam moi chuyén kho s& hon 1a viéc khdng can
thi€t.

“Bén than t& cling suy nghi kh4 nhiéu roi. Trwdc mét, bon minh thi t&i
Damurou thi sao nhi?”

“Oa...” Yume thé manh. “La tui gobchin nhi...”

“Hwrm.” Ranta nhan mat va khoanh hai tay lai. “D&1 thi 1a bon minh
hién gio’ thi khdng dii d6 voi bon chiing dau.”
“...N6i vay phai 1a bon chiing khéng dii trinh chi...?”



“Hirm? Ba néi gi da’y a, Shihoru?”

“Khong c6 gi... Ping ban tam... Pang ndo ciu ciing ngu hét thudc chira
roi...”

“E, vira r'o6i thi tdi nghe cuc 16 da’y nhé!”

“Damurou...” Merry cup mat xuong.

“Tui minh v&n 12 Goblin Slayer!?] ma.”

Haruhiro thtr n6i mot cach bong dua, nhwng bi€u cam cua Merry khdng
hé trd nén twoi tinh. Muén ding mot cdi thanh cong ngay thi ding la vién
vong. Sé ton tho'i gian. Tieng bwoc, trng bwoc mot. Duc toc bat dat ma.

“Vi dao nay bon minh hay t&i md Cyrene nén da quen voéi 14 kobold
roi, nhwng r6t cudc la dé€n d6 thi cling phai xudng t&i khoang ting ba. T
nghi ring nhw vdy qua nhién van c6 rai ro. Nghe néi khu thanh cii Damurou
hién khong con trong tinh trang canh gi¢i nghiém ngat nhw tredc niva, bon
minh cling bi€t hau hé€t moi ngéc ngich roéi. Neu chung ta Iwa chon dia
di€m can than va khong lam gi 1iéu linh thi t& dodn s€ khong nguy hi€m
1am dau.”

“Hinh thdi tw duy clia may van sic mii tiéu cyc nhw moi khi, Haruhiro
nhi? May 12 ki€u d6 ré6i.” Ranta nhin vai. “Ma ciing dwoc thoi. Trudc mét,
vé miit y twdng, tao tha’y khdng t& 1m.”

“... Ranta ma lai khong phan nan gi sao...”

“Ba nghi t6i 1a hang ngwoi gi vdy, Shihoru? Téi von la ngwoi dan 6ng
cong tw phan minh, t6t x&u rach roi! Céi gi tot 1a t6t! Cai gi t€ ludn t€! Toi
s€ ndi cdi t6i mubén néi! Lam viéc tdéi mudn lam. Tom lai, toi 1a ngwoi dan
ong xua't chiing trong s6 nhirng ngwoi dan 6ng!”

“Vang vang.”

“Haruhiro! Thoéi d€ néi lai, Parepirurooo! Ai cho may thd tr6i céu
chuyén cua tao di nhw thé!?”

“Thyc ra tao mudn tha chinh may xudng séng cho tr6i di dau do luén
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coO.

“Choi ludn! Lé\lm thi coi! Lam di xem nao! Nhim 1am dwoc thi thit tha
tao tro1 song di, thang khon!”

“Théi khdi. Phién 14m.”

“Ba boing!”



Ranta w&n nguoi thang do nhw ciy co rdi bat nhay. C6 18 ciu ta mudn
choc cudi ca bon bang thir dong tac ki quic Ay, nhwng dwong nhién, chéng
ai nh&ch ndi moi. The nhung, Ranta van khong bd cudc ma tiép tuc 1dp di
1dp lai tro d6 nhiéu Tan.

“Ba boing! Ba boing! Ba boing!”

Dién nhiéu T4n chealng khi€n tro dua thd vi hon ma con lam né cang
ngay cang nhat nhéo. Vay ma Ranta cheatng c6 vé gi 1a nhut chi. C4u ta bét
dau thém ca tro lam mat khi vao cd nhay “ba boing” cia minh.

“Haa...” Yume lic d4u, vé chdn ngdn dén tin cd.

Merry hidng vé phia Ranta 4anh mét da tré nén bu'dn rau cheatng 10 1i do.

Shihoru ring minh. “... Tréng gdm qua.”

'?’

“Ba boing! Ba boing! Ba boing, ba boing, ba boing

Ranta c6 vé vui. Thd’y nguoi ta ghé td'm minh ma lai vui mung, ciu ta
1a loai thich bi bao hanh a? Chwa k€ Shihoru h6m nay “stra lwvng” Ranta kha
nhi€u. Bi€t dau Shihoru cé cach nghi ri€ng ctia minh vé chuyén do6.

Haruhiro 1o Ranta di va nhin Yume, Shihoru, Merry mot lwort.

“Né&u moi ngwoi ¢ y kién khac thi cir n6i.”

“Yume chéc 0 ké thoi!”
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“... T& cling thd’y th& 1a on.

“T¢ cling vay.” Merry dit tay 1én nguc, khé thé dai. “... Thé la 6n.”

Moi chuyén khéng con nhw tredrc. Di nhién r'6i. Bon Haruhiro da mat
ngu:d’i dang ra khong dwoe phép d€ ma't. Khong cé ai thay thé” Moguzou.
Chang c6 & bat ki dau nira. Khong thé' nao ¢6 dworc.

Chéng nhé& khong gi ¢6 th& 14 day duoce 18 hdng 16m, qud 16m, da khoét
sau trong long nhém Haruhiro va gitra nhirng thanh vién hay sao?

Néu vdy, rot cudc bon minh phdi lam gi?

Haruhiro ctia ldc ndy van chwa biét. Nhung ciing khong th€ vi khong
bi€t nén cr d€' ké vay la xong. Né&u khong biét cau tra loi, ciu chi con cach
1a theo duoi, tim ki€m va kham pha ra n6 ma thoi.

Haruhiro gét dau.

“Chiting ta di th6i.”



- - -
7. Vinh quang khong thé niu gir cda qua khw

inh_Q%iém.

Bang cdch nao dé, minh phdi tim ra.

Tim ra phwong thirc ma ngay cd tui minh hién tai, trong hoan cdnh nay,
ciing co the’thwe hién dworc.

Pwong nhién minh khéng mdy may cho rdng moi chuyén sé suén sé
ngay tw dau. Ddy dau phdi viéc don gidn nhw thé?

Dut ndi vdy, minh ciing khong nghi nd lqgi toi mirc nay.

',,

“...E! Ranta...! Tao di bao dung ra xa roi...!

Vwa dung chiéu Swat [Dap ru6i] d€ chong do don tin cong clia con
goblin A, Haruhiro vira c& géng nim bét tinh hinh chién tran.

D goblin A dworc trang bj mil da, 4o gidp xich, ki€m ngin va mot tAm
khién nhd, n6 khong ¢6 co’ th€ to 1on hay mdi don ddnh tung ra déu ning
né gidng nhw bon orc. Viéc mot choi mdt véi né khong kho khan dén vay,
tuy nhién, vAn dé nim & Ranta.

“Tao c6 ra xa dau nho...!”

Vwra dit 1oi, Ranta da kéu 1€n: “Exhaust [Bai xich hé]” va thodi lui cap
td'c. Goblin B 1ién dudi theo Ranta ctr nhw bi hit theo. Ranta 1ap tirc dam
thang thanh tredng kiém.

“Hay! Avoid [Cud dam lang trdnh]...!”

Tuy nhién, con goblin B v&i véc dang ¢6 phén to 1on mang vii trang
hang nang da tranh dwoc thanh treong ki€m ctia Ranta trong dwong to ké
toc. Hay néi chinh xac hon, tuy thanh ki€m da swot qua vung gitra ¢O va
vai ctia bd gidp, nhung v&i mire d6 do6 thi chwa th€ giy ra dwgc thuwong tich
dang k€ nao. Goblin B thu hep khoang cach v&i Ranta ma khong hé td ra
dao dong. Ranta bo thanh trrong ki€m 1én ki€m cuia goblin B.

“Reject [Xua tan thinh ng]...!”



Cho dén doan ciu ta 1ap tirc danh bat thanh ki€m va budc ké dich lui lai
thi moi tht van 6n, nhung...

“Ha ha! Tao xin nhé! Hatred [Nhat chém thu han]...!”

Ranta manh mé buwdc 1€n, tung mdt nhat chém d6n toan lyc co th€,
nhung chi danh tring ba vai trdi cua goblin B. Tuy vay, thé’la chira du. Vi
dé 1a do gidp. Thanh treong ki€m cda Ranta chi ¢6 the’ 1am 16m mi€ng gidp,
chtr khong chém dwoe né vo tung ra.

“May hung hang qua...!”

Haruhiro gat thanh ki&m cta goblin A ra va ming Ranta. Ngay sau d6,
Ranta gao to: “Cam miéng!” va trit 1€n goblin B nhtrng chi€u tan cong lién
hoan.

“Hay a hdy a hiy a hdy a hy aaa...! Uraurauraurauraurauraa...!”

Mic dii goblin B dang chiin buérc, song ciing c6 th€ thay ring né van
xoay X0 phong ngw dwoc. Tao da bdo chi dung swc thi khong gidi quyét
dwoc ma. May da thiing chwa hd, Ranta?

“May...”

May khong phdi Moguzou ddu.

Haruhiro suyt nira da budt miéng néi thé€’, nhwng cau kip nudt lai ding
ldc. Khong dwoc phép néi nhw vdy. B&i vi Ranta ciing dang ¢ ging theo
cach cia minh. V&i y dinh ddm nhiém vai tro Tank [Chiju don] cda t6 doi,
cdu ta da tien phong xong vao gitra Vong vay ké thu. Tuy nhién, diéu dau
tién cAn nhic dén 13, Ranta chang phai miu ngwdi to 1on ving chai d€ ddanh
giap 14 ca v&i ké dich gidng nhwe Moguzou. Von di, ¢6t 16i phwong thirc
chi&n da'u ctia hic 4m kj si Ia tin dung tinh cor ddng d€ choc phd va lam doi
phwong rdi loan. Khong thé tranh dwoe viéc di chuyén vong quanh. Néu
khong lam thé&’, Ranta khong th€ phat huy sttc manh ctia minh. Ranta khdc
bié¢t. Cau ta khong phai 1a Tank [Chiu don]. Nhém Haruhiro budc phai thay
doi chién thuat tw cAp d6 cin ban. Roi sao...? Chién thudt moi do sé la
gi...?

“0i...”

Haruhiro dinh dung Swat [Pép ru6i] chdng lai dwong ki€m ctia goblin
A nhung treot tay. Goblin A d'6n t&i. Tiéu ro...

“Hy...!”



Merry. Merry di lao ra. C6 dam thang doan treong vé phia muc tiéu 1a
con goblin A. Goblin A d& ciy treong clia Merry bang khién r'oi nhay lui
VeE.

“Gio 1a ldc nghi ngoi ha...!?”

“Xin, xin 161, Merry!”

“Tap trung vao!”

Vwa dap “vang” trong long, Haruhiro vira tin cdng goblin A. Ma ndi
thdt thi la gid vor tdn cong ddy. Néu goblin A chuyéen sang phdn cong, minh
sé quay vé Swat [Ddp rudi]. Minh mudn bdng cdch nao doé chuyén tir Swat
[Ddp rudi] sang Arrest [Bdt giit] dé’vo hiéu hod goblin A, nhwng khong hé
co cdm gidc viéc do sé thanh cong gi cd. Goblin hoi nho qud roi. Minh con
chira bao gior thi trién chiéu Arrest [Bdt giw] 1én mot con goblin niva. Cdi
qudi gi ddy, chét tiét! Minh da giét orc va tot nghiép doi “trai tdn”, the’ma
khong thé’ dwong dwong chinh chinh ha guc mét con goblin tw chinh dién
a? Chdng phdi qud yéu &t roi sao? Dit minh vén biét bdn than yéu &t dén
thé’nao.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Nemun Darsh...!”

Shihoru vira dung ma thuét. D6 1a Shadow Bond [Xiéng xich bong t&i].
Nguyén td bong t61 bay ra roi dinh chdt xudng nén da't. Con goblin C dang
chém qua chém lai v&i Yume di giim chin phdi cia né 1én. Qud tuyét,
Shihoru! Con goblin C cudng cudng gidm chin trai that manh hong riit
chan phai ra, nhung né bi dinh chdt vao nguyén t& béng tdi va chealng tai
nao go' ra dworc.

“Funyaa!”

Yume nhay bd vao con goblin C, gidng 1én né mot combo [don lién
hoan] Cét tia va Thap tw chéo. Nhung con goblin C, k& dang cAm mén vii
khi nom nhw riu lwei vom, cling mac gidp xich nén khong bi dinh vét
theong chi mang. Mdc du vay, vai, tay va minh n6 déu bi dao san dap vao
that Iwc nén chéc hin van khéd dau. Con goblin C lién vung cay riu loan xa.
Tuy @6 chi 1a sy chong tra tuyét vong trong dau don, nhwng Yume cling
phai 1t vé. Yume chi miic mdi bd &6 da, néu dinh don thi nguy hi€m 14m.

“Yume...!”

Chi voi ti€ng goi d6 ctia Haruhiro, Yume 1i€c nhanh vé phia cdu va td
vé da hi€u y. Yume di chuyén t&i chd Haruhiro. Ngay khi thyc hién Swat



[Pap rudi] v&i nhat ki€m cda con goblin A, Haruhiro ving chay. Con
goblin A dinh dudi theo Haruhiro nhwng Yume da déng ra chan n6 lai.

Con goblin C ldc nay van dang bj thuat Shadow Bond [Xiéng xich béng
tdi] tréi chan phai. N6 phat hién ra Haruhiro va mudn quay nguoi lai,
nhung ti€c 1a da chadm r'o6i. N6i ding hon la vi m6t chan né dang & trang
thai mat ty do, nén di chuyén da khong dwgc ma d6i hudng ciing chging
xong. Pwong nhién v&i nhitng d61 tha ki€u nay thi viéc thau tom ving sau
leng rd't don gian.

Haruhiro vong ra ding sau con goblin C r6i nhiy 1én bam 14y lung né.
Khoa vai n6 xong, cdu dit khoat cira mot dwong vao ¢o hong con goblin C
bang dao gim. Khi cdu budng tay va nhdy ra xa, con goblin C khuyu hai
g01 xudng. Vi chan phai bi dinh chat vao mat dat nén du dang trén da nga
n6 ciing khong the guc hén xudng duworc.

“...Ngon! Cud1 cung cling xong mot con...!”

Yume dang dau v&i con goblin A con Ranta chién v&i con goblin B.
Haruhiro nhim vao lung con ndo ciing dwoc. A hay B nhi? Con goblin B
gidiu minh trong by gidp bén chdc, c¢é vé khé nhdn. Chdc nén xir li con
goblin A trwoe da.

Haruhiro vira dinh cdt bwdc chay thi... thup... cdu cam thdy mo6t chamn
dong khong qua ro rét phia bén swon trdi. Tta tya nhw bi da vay.

“U...Hg...?”

Cau nhin sang va thd'y mot mili tén dang gam vao swon trdi cda minh.
Cdi gi thé’nay?

“Tai sao... Tw ddura...!?”

Noi kinh ngac con 16n hon ¢ con dau. Chi it 1a tai thoi di€m nay.

Haruhiro nhin khip xung quanh. Xét theo hwéng miii tén thi... & kia a?
Phia dang sau hoi chéch trdi. Cé mot bor twong da sép khodng tdm phin
muwoi. Con ngwoi thi kho co thé’ ndp dworc 6 do, nhwng néu la goblin...

“Co ti€p vién ddy...!” Cau gao 1én.

“Haru, phai chira vét thwong da!” Merry dinh lao t&i chd Haruhiro.

“Khong dwoce!” Haruhiro 1ac dau réi quay vé phia bo teong. “Merry hd
tro’ Shihoru di...!”



Co6 th€ trong lic Merry st dung ma thuat anh sang chwtra tri cho
Haruhiro, k& dich s& nhim vao Shihoru. Hay thadm chi con c¢6 kha ning
chiing s& bén tén vé phia Merry. N&u th& thi thit té.

“Ui...I”

Qua nhién khi chay, man swon ciu van hoi dau, nheng chwa dén mikc
khong ctr dong dwoc. NG van nam trong gidi han ¢ the chiu dyng. Nhung
mot minh Haruhiro ra do6 thi li€u c6 1am nén tro trong gi khong? Cing kho
néi. Du vay, ciu cam thd’y khong nén nho Merry chira tri vao lic nay. B&i
vi, n€u la Haruhiro, ciu nhat dinh s€ tdn dung so’ hd dé. Goblin thap bé
hon con ngwoi, nhirng cam doan 1a chiing khéng hé€ ngu ngd'c.

Haruhiro chay hét t6c lwc ra mat sau cia bo twong. CAu ngac nhién tot
do.

“...Khong c6...!17”

Ping ldc d6, mdt miii tén bay t&i tir bén phai. Cau 14p tlkc cii xudng
tranh, chi trong dwong to k& téc. Con goblin D v&i chi€c cung nhd trong
tay dang tho nira nguwoi ra te sau ddng gach vun cach cdu tAm bay, tim mét.
Han 1a con goblin D da dy doan dwoc viéc Haruhiro x0ng t&i, nén né lién
di chuyén tw bo tweong sang bén kia. Chung thyc sy, hoan toan, khéng hé
ngu ngdc.

“Tao s€ khong d€ may thoat nwra dau...!”

Con goblin D dang lip t&n vao cung. Tuy nhién, v&i cy li nay, Haruhiro
c6 th€ nhan ra khong chi thdi di€m bén ma ca vj tri k& dich dinh nhdm vao.
Cho du bj bén, ciu van s& tranh dwoc. Pang 18 moi chuyén phai xay ra nhw
the’, nhung...

Haruhiro bdng bi hoa mit.

C6 gi d6 that bat thwong xdy ra véi trai tim cua ciu. Haruhiro nghe
tha'y trdng ngwc minh dap thinh thich, c nhw khi lam dong tac gidm chan
tai chd v&i ceong do cao. Tim ciu dang dip nhanh kinh khing.

Con goblin D da nha tén. Pwong nhién la Haruhiro dinh tranh. Nhwng
khong on Idm. Minh chdng civ dong dwoc nhw ¥ mudn gi cd.

Mii tén gdm vao ngyc bén trdi, chd gan vai. Haruhiro ng'di bét xudng
da't. Odi! Minh dn tdn hai phdt tén roi.

“Tén doc day...!”



Haruhiro gao mudn rach hong. Con goblin D virt cung, rit doan ki€m
va nhdy bd dén chd ciu. Lam thé nao day? Swat [Pdp rudi]? Khong xong
roi. Hoan toan bat luc.

Con goblin D x6 ngd Haruhiro r6i cwdi 1én nguoi cdu. N6 dang ¢6” dam
thanh dodn ki€m vao mat Haruhiro. Ciu khéng cam dao gam, chgng bi€t la
do danh roi hay gi nita. Haruhiro chi con nwéc che mit bang ca hai tay.
Cénh tay, ban tay cau bi thanh dodn ki€m cua con goblin D dam lia lia.
Haruhiro ch6ng cy trong tuyét vong. Du luc nay chaalng thwra thoi gian cho
viéc nghi ngoi no kia, nhung ciu van nghi, thé’la tiéu thdt roi. Co 1é minh
khong nén tw xong ra day. Ddng ra minh nén pho mdc cho Yume nhi?
Nhiwng ndo b ciia minh co xw li dworc dén tdn day ddau. Co phdi minh nght
thé’ nay vi da biét két qud khong thé? Két qud. DBdy chinh la két qud w? That
nhat nhéo. Mot khi mdc 16i thi sé lam vao cdnh nay chik gi? Nhwng ma bi
xir dep b&i goblin 4y hd? Khong, khong, khong, vdn chwa an bai ma. Phdi
roi. Ding thé. Ding la nhw vdy day. Goblin D lai chém thanh doan ki€m
xudng. Haruhiro 1ién dung xwong canh tay phai d€ ha't né di. Khong giong
nhu trong ciu tuc ngir “Cho ngudi cét thit ta con ta bé giy xwong ngudi”,
Haruhiro chdp nhan bj cét thit &€ dung xwong phong thi.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!”

Ua? Ma phdp? Shihoru? Ding la Shihoru. Shihoru nhw choc cay gay
vao ngwoi con goblin D, réi tung chiéu Shadow Beat [Nhip di€u bong t&1]
tir cy li cwe gan. Am thanh dic treng vang 1én, va ngay sau d6 con goblin D
ngd ngira. Nguyén t6 bong t&i trong nhw tdo cau den da tring vao mdt bén
mat né. Va Shihoru khéng phai 1a ngwoi duy nha't dé€n gidi ciru Haruhiro.

“Ha...!I”

Merry dap con goblin D bing ciy doan trwong.

Con goblin D bj thoi bay nhwng da dieng day ngay lap tirc. N6 bd tron.
Con goblin D con can than nhit cung roi mdi bit dau do tau. Shihoru chia
cay gay phép s cia minh vao lung con goblin D.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Vel Darsh...!”

Lai mot phat Shadow Beat [Nhip di€u béng t&i] ntra. Nhwng con goblin
D da nhay phéc vao noi an ndu d€ tranh nguyén t6 bong t6i. Tuy la con tuy
vao vi tri, song khu thanh ci Damurou c6 tan tich cta céc toa ki€n tric hay
trong rao & khip moi noi. Khu vye nay lai con hoi bi nhiéu nita chix. Tai



sao lai chon noi day lam dia diém sdn nhi? Chéng phai tha't bai 1a tr d6 ma
ra sao?

“Phu... ha... phu... phu...”

X Ho'i tho té vdy. Ai thé? Minh a? Chinh la ban than Haruhiro. Haruhiro
nam ngtra ra. Cau nhin thdy bau troi. Ti€p d6 1a khudn mat cia Merry. Mii
tén dworc ruat ra... Aaaa... dau qud.

“Pau tién phai giai doc da...!”

Haruhiro gt dau. C6 kip khong ta? Mién khong chét la dwoc. Cau nghi
th&’, ci nhw d6 1a chuyén cia ngwoi khac.

“Héi 4nh sdng, dwdi sy bao ho coa than Lumiaris... Purify [Anh sing
thanh tay]!”

Gidi déc.,Lc‘z loai bo chdt djc phdi khong? Gio da hét chwa nhi, djc t6
ay? Minh chang biét nita. Ranta voi Yume co on khong? Con cd con goblin
D da chay thodt nita, tinh sao bdy gio'?

“Haru! C4u phai gitr ban than tinh tdo! H&i dnh sang, dudi sy bao hd
cua than Lumiaris ... Cure [Chura tri]...!”

Bdn than. Phdi gilk. Tinh tdo. U'. T hiéu. Té hiéu roi, Merry. Piing roi
nhi. Dui trong 16 han phdi thé thdm Idm. Dii chdng ra cdi thé thong gi.
Nhwng to khong dwoc phép chét. Khong thé chét. Néu chét, moi chuyén sé
két thiic. Khong chi bdn thdn, ma cd cdc dong doi. Tdt cd moi ngwoi.

Cau d4n cam thay dé chju hon.

Ma thuat dinh that day.

“Bén d6 thé nao...!?” Ranta tor ddu d6 hét 1én.

“Khong ¢6666!” Yume ddp lai tir dang xa.

Hai ngwoi ho dang lam gi vdy nhi?

Bén canh Merry dang chwra tri cho Haruhiro 1a Shihoru. Cau cham mét
voi Shihoru.

“... Shihoru, ké dich sao r6i?”

“Con mdi con da bd chay thoi...”

“Vay a?”

Nghia la moi ngwoi d‘d/ don dep xong dam con lai r6i a? Ranta, Yume
va Shihoru déu da rat c6’gang.



Haruhiro nhim mét lai va cuoi.

“... T&... thi dang lam céi gi co’ chk?”

Thot ra miéng xong, Haruhiro 14p tirc thdy h&i han, bdi dang 1€ ciu
khong nén néi nhirng 16 nhwe the”. C4 Shihoru 14n Merry déu khong phan
ung gi cang khi€n cau thém x&u ho.

C6 vé nhu viée trj thwong da hoan tat nén Haruhiro m& mat va nhdm
ddy. Cau chuan bj cdm on Merry thi Ranta lao vot toi.

“Cé4i thing ngu xuah nay! Lam gi ma d€ mém tiéu the ha!? Ai lai d€ bi
goblin cho ‘dn hanh’ nhw thé! May ngu si d&n mitc nao thé ha thing kia?
b6 v6 dung hon ca phé thai!”

“... Tao khong con twr nao d€ chdi cai, nhung ma...”

May cén gi phdi ria xd tao dén mirc d6? A khong, riéng véi lan nay, din
bi chiri ria thi ciing phdi chiu thoi.

Cdm gidc kiéu nhw minh da lo> lam hong chuyén roi.

Da thé’ chang hiéu do nguyén cé gi, minh lai con gdy chuyén tai day,
trong ngay hom nay, ngay lic nay nira.

Pay la sy khéi dau lai cda to doi nay. Mot ngay trong dai. Tuyét doi
khong th€ that bai. B&i vay nén cd bon da chon noi nay. Khu thanh cii
Damurou. Manh da't noi céc cdu gianh dwoe danh hi€u Goblin Slayer. Du
cai danh hiéu &y mang mdt nira ham y tréu choc, hoac néi ding hon la chin
muoi phan tram ch& nhao va mwoi phén trim bat ngo, nhung nhém
Haruhiro qua thyc da lui t&i khu thanh ci Damurou ndy nhiéu d&n ndi
dwoe goi nhw th€. Ngoai ra cling cé the do nhém Haruhiro da gi€t qua
nhiéu goblin. Sau d6, vi an ninh cua I goblin tré& nén nghiém ngét, bon cau
da chuyén khu vie sin bin sang mé Cyrene, nhung diy van 1a san nha, noi
nhém Haruhiro cye ki thong thudc. Bon ciu da mat di cot chong, khong, la
tru cOt chinh, d6 14 Moguzou. Ngay cd mot t& doi nhw vy biét ddu van c6
thé’lam nén tro trong gi d6 & noi nay.

Bon cdu da khinh sua't chang? C6 the ¢6. Ma ciing c6 thé khong. No6i
that 1a Haruhiro chflng bi€t. Cau khong thé binh tinh phan doan ldc nay.

“Nén lam gi v&i con gobchin bd tron day...!?”

Nghe Yume hét 1én tir ding xa, Ranta bén tron méit: “Ba ké né di! Chéc
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né bi€n di dau d6 roéi! Nha't dinh khong quay lai nwra dau



“...D6... chang phii 12 cch nghi don gian qud sao...?”

“Ha!? Ba vwra néi gi vy, Shihoru!?”

“T& bao la cach nghi cda cdu don gian qud... Cau khong nghe tha’y a?”

“Y ba 12 gi? Ba dinh néi t6i 1a ¢6 nong can da’y ha?”

“...N6i ngén gon thi, c¢6 18 the"”

“Nghe thach thirc ra phét da'y. Néu ba dinh gdy sy voi toi thi hin 1a da
chuan bj tinh than 1anh hiu qua r'6i nhi?”

“... Ping néi chuyén theo ki€u him doa d6.”

“T61 ma them ham doa. Cheamg qua vi ba thdt ra ma’y ciu b6 doi qua
nén toi1 hoi byc minh thoi.”

“... T¢ thd’y nhw vay chwa dd d€’ bao bién dau.”

“Tai sao t6i lai phai bao bién nhi? Pung c6 gion mit. Du tdi ¢ rdng
lrong ¢4 nao thi van ton tai thi goi 12 gidi han. Biét diéu...”

“Hay aaaaaaa...!”

Yume chay t&i, danh b6p vao dau Ranta.

“Ay da! Chét tiét, Yume! Ba 1am trd gi the ha...!?”

“Tron gi 1a th€ nao co’? Ranta toan n6i ma’y thir cheamg dau vao dau nhw
vay thoi!”

“Nguoi chaalng dau vao dau la ba thi ¢! Tram phan tram la ba!”

“On qué, d6 ngdc!” Yume dm chit Shihoru. “Biy gi¢, Ranta dang bit
nat Shihoru con gi! Ranta nghi minh dang lam cdi gi th€!? Yume s€ xu Ii
Ranta d6, do dan!”

“BAt, bit nat gi dau! Chi dang trao ddi y kién thdi ma!”

“... Chd nao co'?” Shihoru 14m bam.

Ranta lwom Shihoru r'6i tac lwdi. “Néu ¢ gi bat méan thi ndi 1o ra! Cai
ki€u cta ba lam nguoi ta tirc dién 1én day!”

Merry dinh mé& miéng nhwng lai cdi dau, li€c nhin cd tay trai cua ban
than. Hinh sao sdu cdnh phdt sdng hién 1én & d6. N6 la bang ching cho
tha’y Protection [Sw bdo hd clia 4nh sdng] dang phdt huy cong dung. Nhdc
maoi nho, minh cdm gidc moi khi cé co héi, Merry sé lai kiém tra ngdi sao
sdu cdnh phdt sdang. Con nita, vii khi hién tqi ciia c6 ay la dodn trwong.
Cady tich trwong Merry da ding trwoc ddy thi sao nhi? ... Khong, khong.



Gio ddu phdi liic nght vé chuyén do chwe? Nhwng minh nén lam gi nhi? Ddu
oc minh cw mo mang. Ro rang Merry da chita lanh vét thiwong roi, va minh
ciing khong cho rang chat déc van con trong co: thé’

“... Um...” Haruhiro 14c d4u va chép mét. “Gi 4y nhi? Y t& la... t& xin
16i vi da méc sai TAm. Bay gicr, trwede tién thi... Phai roi. Con goblin ldc ndy,
khong phai vi t& bi né ha nén m&i néi thé” nay, nhwng t& nghi ndé khong
binh thwong dau. C6 1€ 1a cho dén ldc nay t& chwa ting gdp con goblin nao
di chuyén theo cdch d6. N6i sao nhi... A... phai roi, rm, ding thé&, ng'di ddy
mii c6 1& hoi nguy hi€m. Biét dau s& lai bi tdin cong bang cung tén. Khong
loai trir kha ning né c6 th€ dan thém ddng bon tG1i.”

Ranta hd't ham v&i vé mat cau ¢6. “Thé thi dirng 1én khan treong.”

“Cau On chr?” Merry chia tay ra cho Haruhiro.

Haruhiro dirng 1én. Tuy khong d&n ndi khong dirng ndi, nhwng ding 12
tinh trang cta cdu ra't ki. Co’ th€ khong ra stec dwore, u€ 0di vo cung.

“Ht...?” Khi Yume khom lwng v ngé vao mit Haruhiro, co tron mit.
“Nhin nay!? Sdc mit Haru t& qua di!”

Shihoru cting chdam chu nhin Haruhiro ro61 cau may. “... Cong nhan.”

“B@i vi cdu &y bi mat nhiéu mau qua...” Merry do Haruhiro. “Du vét
thwong da 1ién nho ma thuat nhwng khong 18y lai dwoc s6 mau da mat. Chi
bang hom nay...”

“Nay nay nay nay nayyyy!!!” Ranta lic d6 dang dinh luc loi x4c maYy
con goblin, nghe thdy th& lién quay lai, toan bd gwong mat ciu ta tré nén
van veo, gan xanh noi hét ca Ién. “Pwng ndéi 1a may ngwoi dinh quay vé
Alterna dd’y nhé. Tui minh vin chwa ki€m dwore chit ndo dau? Cir thé nay
ma vé thi s& bj 10 con gi, 16 ning d6!”

“Trén thi minh c6 nhiéu réi ma!”

“Im di, Yume! Tién la tht du ¢6 bao nhiéu ciling s€ hét ngay day!”

“...La vi cdu tiéu pha hoang phi da’y ch?”

“Shihoruuuuu! Téi khong mudn nghe 101 cia mo6t ké hoang phi bo ngue
vi dai nhw ba. T6i nin day!”

“Hr...!” Shihoru kep chat hai tay tredc ngwe nhw d€ gidu di. “... D0 toi

A

té.



“Ha ha ha ha! Téi ching thiy dau tha’y ngira gi.”
“Ranta, may dung la...”

Haruhiro thé dai. Pau cau cr dau dau. Chuyén nao chuyén ndy déu thit
phién phiec, minh thiwe sw mudén quay vé tw tin ddy long, nhuwng nhw thé
liéu co on? Co vé la... khong...

“... Xin 10i moi nguwoi. Triede tién, cho t& nghi ngoi chit nhé, & dau do
cach xa chd nay... T¢ nghi néu dwge nghi thi tinh hinh sé kha kham hon.
Viéc ching ta sé lam thi d€ sau d6 quyét, dworc khong?”

“Puge thdi. Cie the” di. Nhwng nay...” Ranta chi vao Haruhiro. “Riéng
chuyén nay tao phai néi trede, Haruhiro. N6i vé hoan canh hién tai thi tat
ca déu 1a 16i ctia may. Hay ty y thiee 16 diéu d6. Béi vi, du con thidu sét di
nira, may van 1a thi linh cia bon nay.”



8. Trong thé giéi bat bién nay

&t %au d6é ca nhom gi€t dwore bon con goblin va 16t sach tai san trén
ngwoi ching, nhung vi th€ trang cia Haruhiro van cheamg khé 1€n nén bon
ciu tr¢ vé Alterna sdm hon dy ki€n ban dau.

D dwgre Yume va Shihoru an i ring: “Péang ndo tyi minh ciing phai
dén Vin phong lam thi tuc ma,” nhwng Haruhiro van thd'y khong cam tam.
Cau khong the ngung két toi ban than dworc.

N6i vay chir ctr i € mai cling khong gidi quyét dwoc van dé. Tuy khong
th& xem nhu chura tirng c6 tha't bai, nhwng néu da may mén thoét chét thi cé
the’' 18y d6 1am tw liéu kiem diém de€ tan dung sau nay. Hay néi ding hon la
ciu bit budc phai phat huy nhirng bai hoc xwong méu dé.

B&i vay, sau khi hoan ta't cong chuyén, ca bon kéo nhau dé€n Quan rwou
Sherry, nhung “hoi nghi ki€ém di€m” dy ngay tw nhirng gidy phut dau tién
da y hét mét con gidng t&, va Ranta chinh la ké kho'i mao.

“... Vi th&¢ ma ngay to ddu t6i dd ndi roi dd’y thoi? La toi s€ lam theo
cach ctia t6i. Pai khdi 1a vi tri Tank [Chju don] khdng phai thién hwdng cia
t0i, nén toi chi c6 th€ lam Tank theo ki€u riéng ctia minh thdi ch¥? Tank
[Chiju don] nghia Ia phdi Ién tuy€n trén cung nén t6i dau cé nhin dwoe phia
sau. D'Ong nghia v&i viée tdi ching biét ma'y ngudi dang 1am cdi quéi gi ca.
Tc 12, mdy nguoi phai tim cach hanh dong khéop voi toi, vdy méi hop I
chtr nhi? T6i c6 ndi gi sai khdong? Hr? Khong hé, nhi? Tém lai, ban than
cdi viéc tén ngdo Haruhiro ct ra rd bdo t6i phai lam thé no th& kia 'y, né
rat 1a ki cuc. Pwng c6 chi dao t6i. May ngwoi phéi di chuyén xung quanh
cho khop véi tdi thi ¢6.”

“Tao cling hieu diéu may néi, nhwng ma...”

“Néu hi€u thi lam ding nhw thé&” di! Cham hét! bén day la xong, ding
chwa?”

“Xong thé& nao dwoe!” Yume nhom nira ngwoi 1€n, ddp manh hai tay
xudng mat ban. “Ca bon phai khép véi Ranta w, ham a!? Khong the nao



'9’

lam nhw thé” dwoc

“Né&u ba khong lam dwore thi te bo di! B hin ludn!”

“Yume bo hay khong chzatng dén lwot Ranta quyét dinh!”

“Nguoi chi biét huyén thuyén la khong th€ lam theo chién thuit cta to
ddi thi du c6 bi thong bdo loai ra khédi ddi hinh cling khong trach dwoe ai
dau!”

“Khong phai Yume, Ranta m&i nén xéo di ay!”

“Né&u khdng c6 tdi thi chinh ma’y ngwoi méi khdn kho dé! Bay gio toi
day la hat nhan cda to' ddi ma!”

“.. T thady 18y d6 1am tién d€ thi that ki quac.”

“O 6 '6? Lén tiéng roi day a, Shihoruuuu. C4i ¢ ma thd c gia vor
ngoan pfén dén gio nhung lai ludn che gidu nhitng chiéc ring nanh sic
nhon dang sau by nguc vi dai.”

“ ... T& ching che gidu ring nanh nao hét... Vi ca t& chi béo thoi...”

“Vay thi cho to61 xem di. T61 s€ danh gia n6 that ki cang.”

“. Ch:flng ¢é 1i do gi d€ t& phai cho ciu xem ca.”

“Xi. Keo kiét thé” chir li. Théit 1a mot dira chdn Om. Aaaa, chdn chét di
dwoc.”

“... La bdi to hoan toan khdong nghi dén chuyén minh s€ mua vui cho
Ranta.”

“O, c4i d6 thi toi biet thira. Bo ba nghi ma’y 161 néi co day co the’ lam
ton throng toi ha? Trdi tim toi 1am biang gang thép dd’y. Ching in thua dau.
Thoi khoi dai dong, chién thuit tw gior tré di cua doi chinh 1a toi. T6i la
trung tAm. Moi thit bit dau bdi t6i va két thiic cling béi tdi. Hi€u chua?
Réang ma hi€u di. Moi nguoi phai nghién ctru t6i. Hay thd'u hi€u con nguoi
t6i roi thay doi d€ giong t6i. N&u lam thé thi tit cA moi chuyén s& dién ra
sudn sé hét.”

“... Té khong nghi rang 1am vy sé khi&n moi chuyén sudn sé dwoe.”

“Yume ciling d6ng y v&i Shihoru! Merry thi sao?”

“O... A, t6 thi...”

“Merry cling khong thich lam theo Ranta ding khong? Boi ddy la
Ranta ma lai.”

“Caido...”



“Hir.” Ranta chéng cim, quay mit sang ngang. “C néi cho suwéng
mom di. Nhung ma nghe day. Chinh t6i cling da suy nghi ki lwong xem
lam gi m&i 1a tdt nha't cho td ddi roi méi néi ra. Vu nay khong phai vi toi
mudn hanh dong tuy ti€n theo y thich. Néu miy ngwoi khong dong v thi
the” cling chealng sao. Nhwng nhw vay thi phai dwa ra phwong an khac,
phwong an thay thé” &y. Néu may nguoi c¢d y gi hay ho thi néi thir xem.
Haruhiro, th& nao ha?”

“Phwrong an thay the'...”

Haruhiro 1am bam nhw mot dia ngd'c, hai tay ghi chat chi€c cdc si.
Chd rwou mat ong trong c&c hau nhu van ching voi di.

“... Phai. Bing vdy. Phrong an thay thé'... Theo t& thi... gid st ching ta
nho Ranta 1am Tank [Chju don], thyc t& ding 13 tui minh bit budc phai
phdi hop v&i Ranta & mot mitc dd nhat dinh. T4t nhién t& van cho ring,
n€u Ranta ch?ing them suy nghi xem minh can hanh dong thé nao cho ra
dang Tank thi khéng On teo nao. T¢ cling ¢6 cam gidc 1a sé ra't gay go néu
ctr d€ nguyén moi chuyén nhw thé nay...”

“Chfmg rd rang gi ca, troi a!” Ranta bit dau cho ngdn tay Gt vio ngody
mii. “Nhw thé’ ma lam tha linh thi ddng 1a nyc cwoi, that day! May ldc trra
thé tham da man.”

“Thi tao van nh4n chuyén 4y tao sai. Ciing xin 10i roi con gi nira.”

“O hay! May gidn nguoc lai tao hd? Parupiron, d6 1a trd dbi nguwoc ndi
ti€ng dA’y phai khong? Td1i lic nay ma cdn gid trd ddi nguge, chitng td may
chwa chiu ty ki€ém di€m ti gi.”

“... Tao dang ty ki€m diém ma.”

ALALA.

“That khong thé€€? Kho tin nhaaa. Nha't 1a voi cai thai d ayyy.”

“Thdi di!” Yume ph'ong mang tron ma. “Pirng néi the! Khong dworc hdt
mdu lén dot xwong ciia ngwoi khac! Néu biét nghi dé€n cdm nhan ctia nguoi
tal”

“D ngd ngan! N&u ba muén am chi di€u d6 thi phai la ‘xat mudi 1€n
vét thwong’ chie!”

“U..7

“Co ban 12 ba dinh 1am th& nao d& hit mau lén d6t xwong ha!? Bat kha
thi nhé!”



“Nh... Nh¢ dau lam dwore thi sao! Phai thir méi biét chie!”

“Thé thi lam tht coi! Lam ngay bay gio'! Ngay tai diy ludén! Né&u ba
lam dwoee thi téi s€ quy lay ba ludn! T6i sé€ tran trudng vira nhay nhot vira
cui lay ba, nén ba lam nhanh di!”

“Gu gu g gw gur...!”

Mt Yume d6 phirng phirng, trong nhu sdp bdc khéi.

Phwong dn thay thé'w...

Haruhiro dinh u6ng mét ngum rwg'u mat ong, nhwng ciu ngng lai ngay
khi miéng vira cham c&'c. Phwong dn thay thé’. Phdi roi. Minh cdn suy nghi.
Mot phwong dn thay thé. Qud nhién minh chang mudn phdi nghe 1oi Ranta.
Mdc du vdy, dé’ lam dwoc diéu do, minh phdi diwa ra mot y twong tir té.
Minh phdi thiét ldp ro rang nhiém vu cia tdt cd cdc thanh vién, quyét dinh
triworc ¢ mot miec dd nao do, dé trong trwong hop nay thi sé lam thé nay,
trong triwong hop kia thi sé lam thé'kia.

Khi Moguzou con sdng, Haruhiro khong can phai di sdu vao chi ti€t
dén vay. Bon Haruhiro da trai qua nhiéu thang tram, mat di Manato, két
nap Merry, r6i tv d6 cung nhau dan dan tich luy kinh nghiém qua nhirng
Tan thyc chién. Tat ca déu biét rdo ngwoi nao can lam cdi gi. Bon cdu nho
nhitng diéu dé bang co’ th€ hon 1a khdi 6c. Ching di thA'm nhudn vao con
ngwdi moi thanh vién.

Nhung by gior, hau nhw tdt ca nhirng thir d6 da tré thanh v6 dung.

Moguzou khong chi la Tank don thuan. Cau &y cé th€ thu hit sy chud y
ctia d6i phwong, vira phong thil vira 1an xa vao gitra doi hinh dich d€ ra don
dat di€ém. Moguzou la td'm khién to Ion nha't, dong thoi cling 1a ngon gido
manh mé€ nhat. Cu &Yy la “nong c6t cong thu”, theo diing nghia den.

Xét vé sirc phong thu lan khd ndng tdn cong, du nghi thé nao thi
Moguzou van 1a s6 mot. Chang ai trong t& doi c6 the sdnh ngang bang
Moguzou.

N6i cach khéc, tui Haruhiro da & trong trang thai dwa dAm hoan toan
vao Moguzou. Moguzou dam dwong qua nhiéu viéc, trach nhi€ém cling ra't
nang neé.

Moguzou da ganh vac ta't cd ma khong h€ than van hay phan nan du chi
mot cau. Nho d6, ciu &y da tredng thanh.

“Moguzou...”



Khi Haruhiro th6t ra céi tén &y, cac dong doi ctia cau lién nin thd.

“... thye sy ra't tuyét vori. Nhung ma, t& cho rang khong phai Moguzou
von da gidi tr dAu nén cdu &y m&i manh 1én nhe mot 1& dwong nhién. A
khong, td't nhién 13 ciu 4y s& hiru t&" cha't, nhung chic chin khong chi ¢
th&”. Khong th€ nao c¢6 chuyén ciu &y khong so hai, nhwng ciu &y ludn ludn
ding tredc tdt cd moi ngwoi d€ dwong ddu voi nhieng ké dich vo cung
nguy hi€m. Vdy ma Moguzou khoéng bao gior bd chay. C6 1€ cdu &y lam thé’
vi chiing ta. Trong ldc lam vdy, Moguzou da tré nén manh mé. Con t¢& thi
lai dwa dAm qud nhiéu vao Moguzou.”

Minh ddng lé nén nhdn ra diéu do.

Som hon.

Nhdt dinh phdi nhdn ra.

DPuing nhw Ranta noi. Thu linh cdi kiéu nay thdt nwc cwoi.

“Pdng 1& tui minh phai gidm bdt ganh ning trén vai Moguzou. Chic
chén phai cé bién phap nio day cho chuyén d6. Tuy gio' @@ mudn roi. T
nay tr¢ di, tdt ca ching ta phai phan chia va chdng do cdi ganh ning to lon
ma Moguzou da ludn mang vac mét minh. Tirng ngwoi trong ching ta phai
tang thém sd lwong nhirng viéc ban than cé the thwe hién. Té nghi nang lyc
hién tai ctia tui minh van hoan toan chwa da.”

“... T&...” Shihoru cin moi mot céi roi gat dau. “Td nghi... minh cin
hoc phép thuat c6 uy lwc, mot loai thoi cling dwore...”

“Hemmm...” Yume d& ngudi vé phia trwde, ti cim 1én mit ban. “Yume
dy a, tuy s€ kho khin, nhwng ding 1a Yume cén ting stirc tdn cdng. Yume
mudn ca mot con cho lai séi ntra...”

Ranta thé hét ra va khoanh tay lai. “K& ca ba néi nhur thé thi con ngudi
ay ma, chaalng bao gior 1am dwoc nhitng viéc nam ngoai kha ning va chi c6
lra chon duy nhé't 1a 1am tht ma minh ¢6 th€. Phdn nhi€u trong s6" céc skill
clia hic 4m kj si thudc nhém chuyén dong hodc nhém tdn cong sau khi
chuyén dong, chi dirng 1 mot chd thi khong the€ phét huy dwoe chan gia tr
clia chiing. Vi 12 hic 4m ki si nén ciing khong th& doi sang nghé khdc, nhw
chién binh chéng han. Néu da mot Ian thé trung thanh véi than Skullhell
thi budc phai 1am hic 4m ki si cho t&i ldc chét.”

“P0oi nghé, a...7” Haruhiro vira so' m6i vira 1li€c nhin Yume.

“Hém? Yume vira lam gi 27 C6 thic méc.



“A khong...”

Tinh ra Yume khoé hon minh twong. Néu vdt tay thi co vé cé 4y sé cdan
dworc ké’cd khi doi thu la con trai. Co 4y ciing gan goc nita. Du la thy sdn
nhwng s6 lan co dy chién dau véi ké dich bang dao con nhiéu hon sé lan
diung cung tén a@y chie. Hay cw nho co &y bo guild tho san dé’ chuyéen sang
chién binh, nhw thé... khong dwoc dau nhi? Yume rdt tdm huyét voi nghé
thg sdn, con ddt cd muc tiéu nudi cho lai soi nita. Minh nghi néu vi hoan
cdnh cua to’ doi ma ép budc cé dy thi cw sai sai thé' nao, va vo'i tw cdch mot
ngwoi da chiebng kién nhitng pha chién ddau ciia Moguzou, néu minh giao
cho mot co gdi gitr nhiém vy do thi co ho'i... ho'i hoi... hay ndi diing hon la
khd...

Khd la ddng s¢.

Khong dworc. Quén cdch nay di. Gid s ai do sé phdi tro thanh chién
binh va dam nhiém vi tri Tank [Chiu don]... Shihoru hién nhién khong hop
dé’lam chién binh. Merry ma khéng lam tu s7 thi cd bon sé gdp rdc roi lon.
Ranta lgi khong the’ doi nghé. Vay tiec la...

“... Minh ha?”

Haruhiro nhé giong thi tham, va d€ can than, cu tht tedng trong xem
sao. Cau nghi dén canh twong ban than dwoe trang bi gidp try nang né, tay
vung thanh ki€m chét chém The Chopper.

... Cdm gidc yéu o't phdt so.

T&1 thi€u thi Haruhiro cling chging cO ¥ dinh giao vi tri Tank [Chiju don]
cho mot chi€n binh chi 1a cdu nhoc kém coi va coi coc nhw vay... Cdu nhoc
kém cdil>].,

Choco da chét mat roi nhi?

Ma théi, quén di. Hién gio khong phdi liic nghi vé chuyén do. Céan phdi
tdp trung vao van dé cua chinh tui minh.

Chung quy lai, thir ¢4n gidi quy€t van 1a vji tri Tank [Chiu don]. N&u
khong ¢c6 mdt Tank di manh thi chaalng con chuyén gi dang d€ néi nira.
Trong mdt to ddi tuyét ddi khong the thi€u hai vi tri 1a Tank [Chiu don] roi
dén Healer [Ngwoi chira tri]. N6i cho cung, mién Tank va Healer 1am viéc
nghiém chinh thi moi thir ki€u gi cling sé dwoe giai quyét.

Trong tinh hinh hién tai, ngwoi nhan vai trdo Tank [Chiu don] hin phai la
Ranta, b&i von di cdu ta c6 trang bi nang chi sau Moguzou. Du bdy gio



chwa dwoc nhw y, nhiwng néu cdu ta tro nén ra ddang chién binh hon trong
qud trinh tich uy kinh nghiém thi ciing dwoc chik sao? Moi toi, khong biét
két cuc sé thé’nao nhi? Co thanh cong diworc khong day...?

H'6i Manato mat, bon ciu da k&€t nap mdt Healer [Ngwoi chira tri] moi.
La Merry.

Chi co cach dé thoi w?

Tat nhién, khong phdi Haruhiro khong cin nhic t&i Iwa chon ay. N6
van ton tai & mot géc trong tam tri cAu.

Chi Ia cdu khong mu6n nghi t&i né ma thoi.

Haruhiro Tan lwgt quan sat vé mat cia Ranta, Yume, Shihoru, cudi cung
14 Merry. Bi€u cdm mdi ngwdi mdt vé, nhung dwong nhuw ai ciing traim tw
suy nghi ca. Cé 1€ du it hay nhiéu, moi ngwoi déu dang xem xét diéu do.
Tuy vay, chfmg ai chju noi ra.

“Nay, t& bao...” Merry gio’ tay phai 1én mdt chdt. “... T& ndéi dwoc
khong? Té ¢6 chuyén mudn ndi véi moi ngwoi... T nghi ddy la chuyén to
budc phai ndi ra.”

Haruhiro cham mét v&i Ranta, Yume va Shihoru. Chuyén gi thé” nhi?
Ngwc minh dau nhiec nhoi, béi minh ¢6 dw cdm khong lanh. Merry la tu si,
co vé cd 4y cdm thdy co trdch nhiém voi cdi chét ciia Moguzou... Lé nao co
ay sé noi minh mudn roi doi?

“Pu... Puoc chr.” Gigng Haruhiro run run. “DPwong nhién r'di. Chuyén
givay...?”

“T¢ da lam mot viéc khong the€ ciru van.”

Khudn mat chi c6 th€ goi 1a v6 cuing xinh dep ctia Merry gior dang danh
lai. Riéng moi cd 1a ctt dong, thdt ra nhitng ciu tir bing giong that tram.

“Lic do, tac dung cua Protection [Sw bao ho ctia 4nh sang] da hét. Pang
nhé t& phai lam phép lai, nhung t& quén khud’y mat. Dic biét 1a trong mot
trdn chi€n ac liét nhwong &Yy, chi mot chit khac biét cing dd quyét dinh
viéc song chét roi. Néu to khong d€ Protection [Sw bdo ho ctia dnh sang] bi
hét hi€u lyc thi cé 1€ Moguzou da khong phai chét. Khong. Nha't dinh céu
Ay s& khong chét. Moguzou chét 1a do 16i cta t¢. T¢ da khién Moguzou
ma't mang.”

“Sai bét!” Ranta ddp ban. “... Ba ndi thé ro rang la sai roi! Khong phai
10i ctia ba. Ping hon 1a khong phdi 16i ctia mot minh ba! Toi diy nay... Cau



a'y la chi€n htru cda toi, th€” ma t6i khong thé k€ vai sat canh chién da'u bén
cau ay. Vi toi qua yéu!”

“Khong sai dau.” Merry khé lic d4u. “Du nghi th& ndo, viéc t& d&
Protection [Su bdo ho clia 4nh sdng] mat tdc dung van 12 mdt 18i so' dang va
non nét d&n mirc khong the€ bién hd n6i, Moguzou da chét bdi sai IAm tai
hai d6. Truede day t& da twng khién tdn ba dong doi hi sinh. Té khdng
mudn d€ ai chét thém l4n nao nira. Vay ma t& lai pham sai lAm. T& khong
cé tw cach lam tu si. To chaalng thé nghi khac di dworc.”

“Merry...” Yume rom r&m nwédce mét. “Chuyén d6... Chuyén d6! Khong
dwoe néi thé! Chuyén d6 khong li€n quan gi d€n tw cach ca! Yume thay
khong phai vay...”

“... To hi€u,” Shihoru khoanh hai tay that chit trén ban, “cam xic cla
Merry... N6i vay c6 1& 1am t& khd gidng mot ké lanh chanh va 1dm chuyén,
nhwng vi t& ldc nao ciing nghi the”. T¢ ludn tw hdi liéu minh & day c¢6 duoc
khong, minh cé ich v&i moi ngwoi khong... va liéu minh ¢6 tw cach d€ &
day khong...”

“Khong c¢6 dau.” Ranta cwoi khay. “Lam sao ma cé dwoce chi, tw voi
chealng cach. Chaalng phai von di tyi minh 1a t6 hop nhitng ké v6 cong roi
ngh@ sao? Ngay tir d4u da ching dtta nao c6 tw cdch lam gi hét. Vay thi sao
ha? Can gi phai biét chtt. Chang lién quan. Khong c¢6 thi d6 tui minh vin
lam dwoc ma. Pa cd gdng t¢i tAn hom nay dé, tha'y khong?”

“Ranta noi dung day.”

Haruhiro nhin thzatng vao Merry, nhung c6 chia 4nh méit xudng ban,
khong nhin vao mét ciu. Cau tham nghi, xa cdch thdt day. Merry dang &
ngay day, vay ma lai xa cdch vo cung.

“Chung ta khong c6 tu cach, va cling chging can n6. Merry la dong doi
clia tui t&. Vay 1a dd 14m r'oi.”

“Cam on cau.”

Khoé miéng Merry hoi gidn ra. Qua mo nhat d€ goi 1a mét nu cwoi.
Nhuwrng diu sao ¢d 4y cling da cd’ mim curoi.

“... Dl vy, t& ¢an thoi gian. T da hi€u ra sau chuyén di t&i Damurou.
Té o mai nhe bay gio thi ching thé tién bude cing moi ngudi. TS s
1&m. S¢ hdi vo ciing. Té khong con chit ty tin ndo nira. Khong can thoi



gian qua dai dau. Mwoi ngay... khdng, bay ngay la dwoce roi, hay cho t&
thoi gian.”

“Puwoe ddy ch?” Ranta chong khuyu tay 1én ban r'oi nhun vai. “Toi
cling mudn hoc chiéu thitc m&i. C6 tin mwdi ngay chic s& manh 1én dwoc
dang k€. Mot khi Ranta ‘siéu pham’ ra doi v&i phong cach day bung nd,
tuy treong hop ma ra't ¢6 th€ co hodi th€ hién cia ma’y nguoi s€ bd'c hoi hét
dé. Hi hi hi!”

“Ché4c Yume ciing s& xin sw phu day thém skill. Minh c6 tién ma.”

“... T mudn th sirc véi cdc ma phdp khac ngoai Darsh Magic [Ma
phap bong t61].”

“T¢ hi€u r'oi.”

Haruhiro nhim mét lai. Thoi gian.

CAu tra 1o 12 thoi gian. Du sao di ntra, ca bon van can thém thoi gian.
Nhém Haruhiro khong manh mé dén mic ldc nao ciling cé th€ “phi nwéc
dai” veé phia truede.

Haruhiro mé mat.

Canh twgng cau thad'y khong hé thay doi.

Ven nguyén toi do tan khoc.

Trong th& gidi bat bi€n nay, nhém Haruhiro budc phai ty thay doi, du
chi la ting it mot.

“Mudi ngay sau, ding tdm gio' sdng, hdy gip nhau trwéc cong Bic
nhé.”



9. Thién s& giang tran

gu’o(’% cau “la nwde la cai”.

N6 didng chuan v&i tinh huéng ldc nay.

Gan dwong Hanazono c¢6 mot ctra ti€ém dwore goi 1a Maraika. Tuy khéng
phai bi€n hiéu ghi nhw vay, nhung béi diy la quan an do cd chu Maraika
ding bép, nén moi ngwoi déu quen goi thé'.

Khach hang cia Maraika ¢6 t&i chin mwoi phén tram, hay trong hdu hét
cac treong hgp, mot tram phan tram 1a phu ntr. Tuy khong treo bi€n cAm
nam gi¢i, nhuwng bdi trong quan toan khach ntr, nén c¢6 vé canh dan 6ng
cling ngai ra vao.

Ngwoc lai, d6i v&i phu ntv, day 1a mot dia di€m thoai mai, noi ho ¢6 thé
lui t&i d€ dang. Nhirng quén ki€u nhw vay rat it, hay néi ding hon, Shihoru
chzalng biét chd nao khdc, d6 in lai ngon va gid ca cling phai ching. Bdi the,
né€u chi ¢6 tui con gai di &n v&i nhau, Maraika luén 1a &ng ct vién s6 mét.

T4at nhién, phan Io'n nhitng ngwei phu nir thwong xuyén an & bén ngoai
- hau hét 1a linh tinh nguyén hodc nhtrng ¢6 nang lam nganh dich vu - déu
hay d€n quan Maraika, do vay, noi day lic nao ciing tap nap.

Ho6m nay, vi Shihoru va Yume d&n som mdt chit d€ tranh khung gio
dong dic nén van con ghé trong. Db vay thi ¢ hai van bi day vao ng6i
canh nhau trong géc clia mot chi€c ban 1on. Nhitng mén an ho goi dwgce
mang ra, va d&€n thoi di€m nay, khi hai ngwoi da danh chén dwoe tam mot
ntra, quin gan nhw chat kin chd ngoi.

“Thé& Shihoru sao r6i?”

“...Um... Té mat bdn ngay d€ hoc mot ma phdp mdi, nhung... ding 13,
mai chua quen dwec... thi phédi. Vi cho t&i gior, t& chi ding mdi Darsh
Magic [Ma phap bong t61] théi...”

“Dash Magic a...7”

“Trong ma phép, c6 mot thi goi 1a mastery [sy tinh thong]...”



“HG&? Mdt tor ri?”

“...La m-a-s-t-e-r-y.”

“A 2, mastery nhi? Mastery ding khong...? D6 1a cdi gi th&?”

“Ngudn sirc manh ma thudt cta phap sw goi la nguyén t6". Ching la sinh
vat ma thuat va ¢6 bon loai...” Shihoru dé€m bﬁing cach gip lan lwot cac
ngdn tay, “... 1a Arve, Kanon, Falz va Darsh...”

“Amp nay, Maroon nay, roi Fax va Dash? Hiem... Kh6 nhé phét.”

“... Tom lai 1a c6 bon loai nguyén t& nhw vay. Kién thirc lién quan toi
ching, toan b6 ki thuit can d€ van dung ching mot cach trdi chay, roi...
dén ca cam giac thuc t& ¢6 dwge tr kinh nghiém, thir bao gém ta't cd nhirng
diéu d6 dwoc goi 1a mastery [su tinh thong]. Mdi nguyén t& déu ¢6 tinh
chat riéng ctia nd... Chiing ¢6 nhirng phan twong d6ng va cling ¢6 cac di€ém
hoan toan khac biét...”

“Né&u vay thi c6 t&i bdn mastery a?”

“Ping th€&’. Gia du nhw... mastery ctia Darsh va Arve la riéng biét. B&i
vi t&... dung ma phdp Darsh su6t ngay nén cé tich luy dwoc chit dinh,
nhung... cdc ma thuat khéc thi khong, nén giong nhw bit dau lai tr dau...”

“Vay w? Nghe c¢6 vé khé khian nhi. Con Yume &Yy a, vi la thg’ sdn nén
viéc phai lam cling dwoc quy dinh luén réi. Cung nhé, dao san, v&i ca ki
thuat san? Chi cé nhi€u daYy thoi. Ua? C6 tan ba cidi ma. Nhung ma, Yume
chealng bi€t gi vé ki thuat san cd.”

“... Nudi cho séi cling tinh 1a ki thudt san a?”

“U. Nhung T4n nay chic Yume phdi tir bd réi. Du tién thi di day. N&u
nudi thi phai nudi tr khi né con bé co. Yume mudn chiam séc né that tdt.
Ciing ¢6 the gri ngwoi khac trong giim, nhwng Yume khong thich 1am vay
18m.”

“V&i tinh hinh bay gio, ¢6 1€ hoi khé d€ cham nom mot chd ché con
dwoc chu ddo...”

“U thi Yume ciling nghi th&¢. Pa mat cong nudi ma lai lam vAy thi Yume
thay toi nghiép cho né 1dm.”

“Nudi dong vat chfmg don gian ti nao...”

“Pung da’y. Chic can phai c6... quyét tim? Co’ ma, ngudi ta bao 1, néu
dwoc huan luyén can than, ché s6i tuyét d6i s€ khong bao gio phan bdi chu



nhan. Ching s& dung chinh tinh mang ctia minh d€ bao vé chu daYy.”

“... N&u c6 nguwoi nhu vay thi td't nhi?”

“H? Shihoru mu6n nudi ngwoi hon nudi ché séi a?”

“O'... A, y t& khong phai nhw vay...”

Shihoru gy phn thirc dn it di con sét lai trén dia ctia minh bing chiéc
dia gd. D& voi phirong dién dé, Yume ¢6 vé chdm hi€u, hodc 1a hoan toan
khong hirng thd chit nao, nén doéi khi hai ngwoi néi chuyén chaamg h€ an
nhép. C6 nhirng lIic nhin Yume, Shihoru cdm thay bat an, ban khoan ty hoi
ring phdi ching ban than that khic ngudi. Co ki€u gi ciing s& phan chia
nguwoi khic gidi theo tiéu chi: dd ¢d phdi mdu ngwoi cé thé’ lam minh ndy
sinh tinh yéu dwoc hay khong? Shihoru hoi ghé s¢ mot ban than nhw vay.
C6 mudn tr¢’ thanh mot cd gdi vo tw trong sang giong Yume.

Thich mét ngwoi con trai chi 1a chud’c 18y phdn dau kho.

Khong yéu sé tdt hon.

“Ne, hai c6 gai.”

Shihoru khd ngac nhién, vi c¢6 chwa hé nghi d&n canh ai d6 s& bit
chuyén v&i minh.

Co6 nhin vé phia phat ra giong néi. Tuy khong dén mirc “biét”, nhwng
ngwoi d6 mang gwong mat - hay ddng hon la dang vé - ma Shihoru nh¢é 1a
minh da ting nhin thay. Mot ¢d gdi c6 than hinh kha chuahn, c6 quian khan
choang 16ng vii tring. Trén chiéc khiin van téc ctia c6 qua nhién ciing dinh
vat trang tri hinh 16ng vil tring.

“T6i 1a Kikuno... Ma chic cdc em khong bi¢t dau nhi? Ciing chua c6
dip chao hdéi ma. Nhwng toi thi bi€t vé hai ngwoi ddy. Ching ta da chién
da’'u cung nhau tai Dead Head con gi.”

“A!” Yume chi vao Kikuno. “Chj 1a ngwoi cta Oai- Lén-Gio!”

“... La Wild Angels [D0i Thién si hoang da]. V&i lai, dung chi tay vao
ngwoi khac. Nhw thé bat lich sy day.”

“Ui, X... xin 10i...Tw gio' Yume s& chd y hon.”

“U, em nén lam nhw th&’. Tdi thi bao dung 4y ma, nhung doi c6 nhiéu
ngudi tinh tinh d6ng béng 14m. Ma thoi, chuyén d6 sao ciing duworc...
Kajiko!”



Kikuno quay nguwoi roi vay tay. Co 4y dinh goi ai d6 w? Con ai vao day
nura.

Yume bat ra mot cha't giong ki cuc: “Ui gidi!”

Shihoru cirng d& ca ngudi, chi biét nhin chim chim cd géi to cao dang
sai bwde lai gan minh.

“Nhwong gh& cho tui toi dwgre khong? Xin 16i nhé.”

Kikuno dudi t&i ba vi khach nir dang ng'6i d6i dién Yume va Shihoru di.
Thé& r6i, Kikuno cing my nhan cao 1on dir doi kia thd ngwoi ng'6i xudng
chd trong.

M6t my nhan dir d6i. Kajiko thyc sy khién ngwoi khac sttng sor. Xinh
dep khing khi€p, va dang s’ v cung. Chi ngdi d61 mat thé nay théi da da
bi ap dao. No6i thye 1a Shihoru mudn bd chay. Nhwng cd khong the. Dam la
ho s& chém c6 bd mang chi v&i m6t nhat gwom néu ¢6 viing chay trémn ldc
nay. Dén ca nguoi ludn vo tw bat cir noi ddu bat ¢k lic nao nhw Yume
cling “ngoan nhu cun”.

“Lau r'di khong gdp... ma cling chwa d&n ndi 1au nhi?” Nhin Kajiko mim
cwoi, Shihoru cam thd’y nhw ¢c6 mét con dao lanh budt di vao trai tim minh.
“T6i la Kajiko, ngwoi dirng dau Wild Angels [D6i Thién st hoang da]. Hai
ngwoi la Shihoru va Yume, phai khong?”

Shihoru 14p cap git dau khong néi mot 1o, tréng nhw con roi bi giat
day.

“...0?” Yume nghiéng dau. “Sao chi lai biét tén tui Yume...?”

“T6i thwong tim hi€u vé nhirng ¢6 nang ma minh ¢6 hirng thd.” Kajiko
noi toet ra mot di€u nghe hoi dang s¢'. “Anh chang chién binh do6, du la dan
ong nhung t6" cha't khong t61. Pang ti€c that.”

Shihoru c&n méi. Tai sao thé nhi? Thdt la lung. Thdn la mot dira khong
thé dau budn nhw nhitng dong doi khdc, tham chi con chdng roi néi mot
giot nwore mdt tiée thwong, nhwng liic nay, ngay khi nghe Kajiko khen ngori
Moguzou, cdm xiic bong cdng tran [6ng ngwc. Minh thdy thdt hanh phiic,
thdt tw hao, va ddy dau don. Cudi cung, Shihoru da thwc sy nhéan thirc
dwore viée ban than vira ma't di mot ngwoi dong doi tuyét voi, khong gi ¢
the thay th¢’.

“... Moguzou manh 14m.” Yume cdi mit va khé thi tham.



“To1 nght vay.” Trong mot thodng, Kajiko li€c nhin v€ not nao dé xa
xidm. “Kinh nghiém ctia cdc em con non 1dm. Hau nhu chi 1a Rookie [Tan
binh]. Ti€m nang con ra't 1on. Néu ciu chi€n binh d6 tredng thanh thuén
lo’i, ¢6 1€ cdu ta s€ noi danh. T&i thi€u thi ciu ta da c6 th€ chi€n dau vai ké
vai v&i tén mau me cung lira véi ma’y diea con gi.”

“..La, voiRenji...”

Shihoru nghién rang. Kajiko ¢6 1€ khdng phai ngwoi bi€t néi nhieng 10
ninh not. C6 dai khéi bi€t vay dua vao trec gidc. Pay la danh gia thealng thin
khich quan ctia ngudi din dit clan Wild Angels [Ddi Thién st hoang di]
danh ti€ng. C6 thé tin twdng dwoc. Moguzou rat manh. Cau &y da cé thé€
manh 1€n. Manh hon ntra, ra't nhiéu.

“Dui sao chuyén d6 ciing thwong xay ra.” Kajiko khé nhin vai. “Khéng
hi€m nhtrng nguoi ¢ t& chat chét trede khi tai nang kip nd rd. Hodc t6i
nén néi 12, ai cang cé tai ning thi cang dé chét yéu. Nhirng ké y&u dudi va
hen nhdt s& chang bao gi> ddm ding ra doi dién véi khé khin. Ho sdng sét
bang cdch d6. Tdi ciing tirng nhw vay.”

Kikuno lam mat stng s6t. ... Kajiko khac ch.”

“Khong. Cac cdu danh gla t01 qua cao roi. Dung la to1 bay glo’ chang
phéi hang xoang. Du chang thing dwoc Souma v&i Kemuri thi hin i vin
s€ khong thua ‘Red Devil’ Dakki, ‘Titan’ Max hay Shinohara. Nhwng t61
khong dwgc nhw vdy ngay t dau. H6i mdi tré thanh linh tinh nguyén, toi
ra't tham hai. Nho cdi vé ngoai nay ma khong thi€u nhirng ga dan 6ng ngu
ngdc mudn bio vé tdi. Toi di loi dung ddm d6 d€ sdng sét. Mic 6i chét di
dwore. Tuy vay, hién thwe van 12 hién thyc. Toi da ding nhitng ga dan Ong
ngdc nghé&ch, tho tuc, rdc rwdi, cin ba d6 lam ban dap d€ manh 1én tirng
chiit mot. TAt nhién, t6i khong néi rang minh khdng cé t& chat. Toi cé chir.
Chi 13, ai ciing c6 thit d6 thoi. O’ mot mirc ndo ddy. Piéu quan trong & diy
la khéng chét. Phai song sot du ¢ bat ¢ chuyén gi, bi€n ti't ca thanh kinh
nghiém va phat trién nang lwc ban than. Shihoru. Yume.”

"7

“... Va... Vang!

“Seo (7’7

“Céac em da mat cau chién binh d6 r6i. Cau &y han Ia tru cot trong to
do6i cta cac em. Strc chi€n da'u cua ddi cling phai ma't di phan ntra, k€ ca
n&u ndi gidm ndi tranh. Ck thé nay thi ma’y dira khong s6ng sét dwoc dau.”



Shihoru dinh nudt nuwée bot, nhung miéng ¢ khd khdc, chiang c6 14y
mot giot d€ nudt vao. Nhin sang bén canh, co thd'y Yume dang mé to mit,
moi vé thanh hinh dd'u mt méo xéch.

“Hai nguoi cling 6 trién vong.” Bi€u cam cia Kajiko dju di mét chit.
“Zoran Zesh 1a m6t d6i tha manh. Orc vdn 1a ching tdc s& hiru sirc manh
dang gom, nhung néi thealng ra la hi€m c6 tén orc don doc nao manh dén
mirc d6. C6 1€ phai ¢ Souma hay Kemuri m&i ¢6 the€ ddu mot choi mot
voi thir d@y. Xét vé mat chuyén moén thi may dira c6 bi tiéu diét hét ciing
chaalng cé gi la. Vay ma hai nguoi lai s6ng sot. Ra't dang n€. Nhung tiéc la
to d6i cua hai ngwoi tiéu ting r'oi. May dira khong th€ nao chién da'u khi
thi€u ciu chién binh do. Cheamg may chdc s€ lai c6 ai dd’y hi sinh. Mot
ngwoi chét roi toi hai, toi ba ngwoi. Pai khai sé thanh ra nhu vy ddy. Néu
ciu chién binh dé con sdng, t6i doan chéc t& ddi clia cdc em sé& tréd thanh
tdm di€m chid y tw nay tr¢ di. Cung céac t6 ddi dong Iira da dwore danh gia
cao, c6 1€ may dira thdm chi con dwoe goi 1a mdt thé” hé vang ay ch.
Nhung kha ndng d6 khéng con nira. N&€u hai nguoi cir bam try mai & céi to
doi &y, Shihoru, Yume, thtt cho doi cdc em s€ 1a mot cdi chét tham
thwong.”

“... Chj dang bao... chiing em rut khdi... to d6i?”

Nghe Shihoru 14p bip hdi, Kajiko 14p tirc git dau va dap: “Ping. Gia
nhap Wild Angels [D6i Thién sir hoang da] di. T6i khong néi cac em phai
quy€t dinh luon, nhung ngay bay gio cling dwoc. Néu 1a phéap sw va the san
thi ching t6i c6 mot t6 ddi ma cac em c6 th€ gia nhap ngay tw ngay mai.”

“T4at ca thanh vién trong clan tui t6i déu la nkx.” Kikuno n& nu cwoi
than thién la thwong. “Chaamg cO 18y mot ga dan Ong dé tién. S€ khong ai 1ot
dung céc em. Ching t6i doan ké&t, dong vién gitp d& 1an nhau d¢ sinh ton
va tan hwdng cudc s6ng. Ban 6ng hoan toan bi cam, va khong cé cai dam
do cung chaalng thanh van dé. Noi dung hon 13, tui dan 6ng 8y, khong c6 thi
cang tot. Du chai chudt thé nao, hé béc 16p vé boc ra thi cd ddm déu nhuw
nhau. Chuing chi coi n* gidi tui minh 1a chd gidi tod nhing thir ham mudn
ban thiu.”

“Kikuno. Cau hang qua ro6i1.”

“A, xin 131, Kajiko. T¢' 15...”



“Viéc nghiém cAm dan 6ng 1a that, nhung né cung 1im chi c6 nghia
‘khdong dwgce dwa dan 6ng vao bén trong clan’ thdi. Khong lién quan téoi
cudc song ca nhan cia moi ngwoi. Tuy nhién, nhitng ké ddm lam tOn
thwong dong doi cda to6i, toi nha't dinh khdng tha. Du ké d6 bd chay hay lan
tré'n, tdi ciing s& tim ra bang dwoc r'oi bit hin phai tra gid. Nhirng ké khong
dén ndi ngo nghéch chic déu hi€u chuyén &y, nén trudc tién tdi ddm bio
ching ¢6 g nao ddm dung t&i cdc co gai cia Wild Angels theo kidu hoi hot
choi dua. Con trong trrong hop ¢6 mdt anh chang ba't chap tat ca de€ ti€p
can thanh vién cua ching t6i, di€éu dé c¢6 nghia la anh ta nghiém tdc. Toi s€
khong danh mot ngwoi nhw vay song dé chét dé dau, yén tam.”

“Th€¢ cor a...”

“N€u c6 gi mudn noi thi hdy nhin thealng vao mét toi va néi rd rang vio,
Kikuno.”

“Kh... Khong c6 gi dau.”

Chét.

M0t cdi chét tham thwong.

Ctr the nay thi sé chét.

Shihoru cti xudng va nhadm mét lai... Manato, Moguzou.

Shihoru nhé @&n gwong mat khi chét di cda hai ngwoi ho. Tui Shihoru
roi ciing s€ nhw th€"...? Khong, chwa the khaalng dinh nhw vay dwoc. Kajiko
dang ¢6 mei Shihoru va Yume gia nhap Wild Angels [D6i Thién st hoang
di]. Phai chiing vi the’ ma co &y lam trdm trong ho4 ciu chuyén 1én? Chic
chén 1a nhu vay.

Nhung ma, thyc t€ ding la strc chi€n da'u cua td doi da giam di mot
ntra. DU cho Shihoru hoc dwg'c ma phdp mai, tui Yume luyén thanh nhirng
skill khac thi liéu nhw thé” c6 du khoa 1ap khoang tréng ma Moguzou de€’ lai
khdng? Ving Moguzou, liéu cd bon cé the vieot qua dwoc nhitng tran chién
cam go, vi du nhu cudc tdn cong Phao dai quan sat Dead Head? Shihoru
thwong dirng & vi tri cud’i cuing trong t& ddi va quan sat cuc dién mdt cach
tong quan, nén cd c6 th€ qua quyét mot diéu. Chuyén d6 l1a khong the. Canh
twong khong ¢6 Moguzou, khdng cé bong lung to 1on &y & phia truede, that
trong trdi vd cung. La mot phap sw, Shihoru khong mang trén minh nhtrng
vat dung phong vé ding nghia, b&i thé, khi khdng c6 Moguzou, c6 cam
tha’y nhr minh dang tran trui ding trén chién treong, chfmg mot manh giap



che than. C6 sé€ tré nén bt an, s¢’ hdi va mudn tim duwong tr6n chay. Moi
nguoi déu biét 1a vo vong, nhung van dang ging hét sirc d€'1am gi d6, dang
cd buoc di trén con dwong trai day chong gai.

Néu gia nhap Wild Angels [D06i Thién st hoang da], Shihoru va Yume
s€ khong phai di con dwong d6 nira.

Shihoru mé& mét, thim do bi€u cam cta Yume. C6 1& nao Yume sé tir
chdi ngay tai chd? Co Ay dai loai s& néi rﬁng: “Xin 16i nha, Yume biét hai
chi dd mat cong moi, nhung ma...” N&u vdy, chic Shihoru ciing sé bj cudn
theo va dwa ra k€t luan teong tw. Co da nghi vay. Nhung, Yume lai...

Yume dang cau may, moi chu ra nhw bach tudc.

Yume dang dam chi€u suy nghi. Co 2y dang phéan van.

Pén ca Yume ciling bin khoan tred'c chuyén nay.

“Xin phép...”

Shihoru cti dau. Co khong biét rot cudc minh dang xin 10i ai ntra.

“...cho ching em suy nghi da.”
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Haruhiro tré minh trén giwdng. Chi thay ddi hwéng ndm thdi ciing da
khi&n con dau khé ma chju ndi nay chay khip noi trén than the ciu.

“Ki€u nay thi chét mat...”

Vwra 1am bam dut 1o, ciu 14p toec pht dinh. Khdng, khong, khong.
Khong dwoc dung cdi cdu do nhe héu nhw vdy chie. Nhirng ma, thwe sw la
dau qud.

“... Co Barbara ding la 4c quy. Du minh v6n bi€t thé roi...”

C6 mot skill tén 1a Assault [Cwong kich]. Pay 1a mot trong cdc sat chiéu
khi ddnh nhau cua dao tic.

Mot céi tén nghe day uy lyc, nhung d€ md td xem nd 1a ki nang nhw the’
nao, thi c¢6 thé tém gon lai bing cum tir: tAin cong quén minh. Tirc 1 sin
sang chju phan don d¢€ lién ti€p tung chi€u tan cong lén d6i tha. Hoan toan
khong nghi t&i viéc phong thi hay 1an tranh, chi tin cong, tin cong va tdn
cong. N6i nhw the” khdng c6 nghia 1a cir vung vii khi loan xi ngau. Phéi st
dung vii khi sao cho hiéu qua va c& ging hét kha ning d& khong tao ra
khodng tro6ng gitra cdc don tdn cdng. Co ban la gidm thi€u nguy co’ bi phan
cdng biang cich lién tuc tAn cong khong ngirng nghi, thay vi thyc hién cic
dong tac phong ngy hay lan trdanh. D&n th& roi ma van bi phan cong thi bo
tay. Chi con cdch cam long lanh dd. Giét trede khi bi x&. Mot skill ra't song
phzamg.

Haruhiro d0 vat cdi co’ th€ mét mdi va dau don cua minh trén chiéc
giwvong hai ting trong can phong dd mo mo tdi thude khu tro cua linh tinh
nguyén. Ciu dit noi fAm tay con dao gdm xin m&i mua va mot thie vii khi
diing @& quat, goi 1a dui cuil*l. Dui cui 12 mot ciy gay ngén, chi khoang ba
muoi centimét voi phan dau nang trich, lam tw chat liéu dan h'6i. Toan bd
mon vil khi quan diy da, phan diy budc lai thanh vong & chd d4u tay ¢am.
Haruhiro chuah bi ca dii cui 1an dao gim méi d€ hoc chiéu Assault [Cuong



kich]. Tém lai, Haruhiro da chon hoc chiéu Assault [Cwong kich] va luyén
Dual Wield [Dung vii khi bang hai tay], xem d6 nhw phwong phdp ting
cwong strc tdn cong.

Haruhiro di nhién khong thuén cd hai tay. Cau thuén tay phdai. Diéu
khién vii khi bang tay trdi khong hé d&. Thém nita, viéc st dung dong thoi
hai loai vii khi khdc nhau bang ca tay phai 14n tay trdi con khé khin hon
ga’p boi.

C6 Barbara da dong vién rang: “Trudc mit ¢t phai 1am quen da. Khi
thirc thi khong néi 1am gi, lic ngt cling phai ndm chiit vii khi trong tay.”

Haruhiro cam 18y dao gam va dui cui. TAt nhi€n cdu khong th€ gitr v
khi khwr khw sudt hai mwoi bon tié€ng dong h'd, nhung cit hé ranh tay 1a ciu
lai tranh thi cham vao ching nhw thé nay.

Dot tip hudn kéo dai sau ngay d€ ghi nhé chiéu Assault [Cwong kich]
van kho'c liét nhw thwong 1€. Hai ngay ddu, ciu hirng no né chiéu Assault
[Cwong kich] cia c6 Barbara. Hai ngay ti€p theo, cdu tdp md phdng lai
dang thirc ciia né gan nhw quén dn quén nga. Hai ngay cudi cung la dau
d6i khang cwong do cao cung cO Barbara... K&t cuc, chaamg nhtrng chiéu
Assault [Cwong kich] ctia Haruhiro chwa mot Tan cham vao ¢ Barbara, ma
ciy kiém g0 ctia ¢O con cho cdu dn don vo s6 k€. CAu bt tinh nhan sy
nhiéu T'an, va duoec tri thwong béi mot tu si do cd Barbara goi toi.

Vi th€’, cdu hoan toan khong c6 v€t thwong nao. Hodc néi dung hon la
ching da lanh ca. Viy nhung, bén trong co th€ thi dau don, va nang triu.
Khong phai chi mét méi thdng thwong.

“Ranta van chwa vé nhi...”

Shihoru va Yume cling khong & nha. Mdi ngwoi déu dang di hoc thém
ma phdp va skill m&i. Ranta ciing vdy chang? Thyc ra Haruhiro da nghi
ngo Ranta dang choi boi & dau d6, nhung xem chirng khong phai vay.

Nghi ring minh ¢An trang bj thém mot skill nita, Haruhiro di dinh ngay
mai s€ lai t&i guild dao tdc, nhung véi the trang nay thi ¢c6 on khéng day?
Cau chflng tu tin ti nao.

“... Pau phai ldc néi ra nhirng loi nay nhi.”

Du co the tri tr€ khung khi€p nhwng bung ciu thi déi mdc d6i meo.
Chic nén ki&€m gi b bung trwedc khi di ngli. Haruhiro 1ién ngdi phét day,
tra dao giim vao vd va nhét duii cui vo thit lung.



Ngay khi vira xudng khdi giwong, ciu thi nhanh chéng rit dao gam va
dui cui ra r'oi thu the’,

“...Cham qua.”

Haruhiro nghi bung, thé nay khong dworc réi. Cau cat dao gam va dui
cui di r'oi rit ra moOt Tan nita. Sau d6 clu cé thie thém vai Tan, nheng van
tha’y khong uwng.

“Eu... thoi, ké vay. C6 s6t rudt thi ciing thé”...”

Haruhiro da bao T4n bj c6 Barbara ming rang: “Khong du khi thé!” R'6i
thi khi lyc, khi khai, khi phach.

Minh hiéu ma. Nhwng du minh muédn thay doi, du minh cd thay doi, do
dau phdi thir c6 thé thay doi mét som mot chiéu. Minh mudn tré thanh mot
thii linh... nhw thé nay phdi khéng nhi... Tich cwc? Liic nao ciing twoi tdn
vui vé. Co thé’ kéo moi ngwoi tién 1én. Du vdy vdn ludn can trong, nhiwng
khi gdp bat trdc lai cé thé giang tay dirng miii chiu sao...

“... Ti&c ring minh chi 1a Old Cat.”

Biét danh ctia Choco la Cheeky Cat.

Nh¢ t¢i diéu d6, Haruhiro mudn ng6i thyp xudng. Nhwng ng'di xudng
roi sao? Choco dau con ntra. Pang 1€ ciu c6 th€ than thi€t hon véi Choco,
nhung wdc nguyén d6 da bi chit dit hoan toan. DAu bi€t ban 1dong ciling
chealng nghia Ii gi, nhung thinh thoang ciu lai nghi vé diéu do.

“Durng lai, bd di...” Haruhiro tir nhac nhé minh.

Haruhiro c&t dao gdm va dui cui. An com, com. Di dn com thdi. Néu cé
do dn ngon bo bung thi nhdt dinh sé thay phan chdn hon.

Ngay ldc chuan bi budre ra khoi phong, Haruhiro cam thay sy hién dién
cua ai d6 & ngoai hanh lang.

Ranta w? Khong, néu la Ranta thi da di thc“;ng vao phong roi. Hay la
Shihoru hodc Yume? Néu vdy chdc chdn da lén tiéng. Merry ciing thé thoi,
vdy thi la ai nhi? Kiéu gi ciing thay hoi rom ron. Cén than chdng bao gior
thira. Biét ddu la ké trom. Du chuyén do ciing kho xdy ra.

Haruhiro dung Sneaking [Lén lit] triét tiéu ti€ng bwdc chin va tién lai
gan cta. Phdi lam gi bdy gio? Ciu quyét dinh trong mot khodnh khic.
Haruhiro riit dao gim ra bang tay phai va hé ctra bang tay trdi. K& d6 dang



ding ngay & phia bén kia canh ctra. MOt ga kha cao to. Haruhiro tung mot
cu thic cti ché vao bung ga.

“Ai..”

Khong d¢ mﬁ’E thoi gian, Haruhiro vong ra phia sau, dinh ddm dao gam
vao gdy ké kia... Ua, tén nay...

“...0?7 Cau con song a...7”

“Ui...” Clu ta dang dung tay O6m bung, gwong mat nhan nhd, nhung
khong ¢6 gi nham 14n.

Chinh la anh-chang-Léu-Nghéu ciia t6’ ddi Choco. Ma hd...?

Khoéng phdi nhi? Doi nao co chuyén do. Minh nghi cdn ta da chét o
Phdo dai quan sdt Dead Head rdi ma. Ai ciing dinh ninh t0’ doi ciia Choco
da bi tiéu diét sach. Khong phdi sao?

“... Xin 10i nhé. Vi ti van con sdng.”

“Khong... khong phai 16i TAm gi... O’ th&, con nhitng ngwoi khac thi
sao...7”

“Ngoai t6i ra khong con ai ca.”

Anh-chang-Léu-Nghéu hit thé sau.

“... Ma m&i ndy toi cling twedng minh bj giét roéi.”

“A... Ai bdo ciu ding & chd do. Bi nghi ngo cling dau trach dwoc ai.”

“Co6 phai th& khong?”

“Pung la the’ day.”

“Sau nay to1 s€ chu y.”

“T61 nghi ciu nén lam vay. The thoi, t6i di day.”
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“Hiém?”

“... To1 c6 chuyén mudn néi.”
“Voi t6i?”

“Oy day lam gi c6 ai khac ngoai chung ta.”

“U thi diing nhung... Ua? Gi th&? Chuyén mud&n néi véi toi Ay ?”

“A... N6i sao nhi?” Anh-chang-Léu-Nghéu gii d4u s6n sot. “Um... 1a...
xin y ki€n.”

“Ha?”



“Khong duoc sao?”

“Khong, tai vi...”

Né&u bdo Haruhiro v&i anh chang nay ¢6 mdi quan hé dan anh va dan
em thi ¢6 1€ ciing khdng sai, nhwng ca hai déu chwa ndi chuyén tir t& voi
nhau dwoc nhiéu. V&i lai, ciu cling ching mudn néi. Du ring, @ thi, ciu ta
cling kha 1a t6i nghiép.

TG ddi cia Choco c¢é sdu nguoi. Anh-chang-Léu-Nghéu da mat ludn
mot lwot ndm ngwoi d6ng doi va con tror troi mot minh. Sau d6 cau ta da
lam gi? Tuy Haruhiro chfmg bié€t, nhung nhin bd dang cu ta t&i day vi ¢
chuyén mudn thao luan thi c6 1€ khdng phai la cu ta dang than thi€t va vui
vé v&i nhirng nguoi ban moi.

“... T6i ¢6 the’ nghe mdt chit chuyén cua cu, trong lic an com...”

“Vay cung duoc.”

“Hiéu roi. Toi s€ moi bira nay.”

Khéng phai Haruhiro khong thic mic minh td vé dan anh v&i anh-
chang-Léu-Nghéu d€ lam gi, nhwng cadm théng voi ciu ta cling chealng di
dau ma thi€t. Minh ciing hiéu dwoc cdm gidc dau kho’ ay ma.

Tinh tw nha tro thi x6m hang rong trong khu phd’ thu cong la gan hon ca
nén ciu quyét dinh ki€m dai mdt quan an & d6. Trudc mét 12 loai quan
solzo ra. Haruhiro chic s& khong &n mén dé thém mot T4n nio nira.

Hai chang trai chon mot quay chuyén ban cédc loai thit va rau ca xién
nwdong, roi “tan” vai xién. Anh-chang-Léu-Nghéu chi tip trung dwa nhirng
que xién nwdng ma Haruhiro goii ¥ 1én miéng, ch?ing bu6n ndi nang gi.

“Théi cling dwoc. A dau, khdng dwoc nhi? Cdu ¢6 chuyén mudn ban
voi toi ma?”

“A,r nhi.”

Haruhiro ciing ching phéi ngudi 6 the y kién § cd vé k& khdc, nhung
tén ndy md&i tho 10 1am sao. Cau ta c6 cdi vé cyc ki 1anh dam, mang bd mit
ct nhr dang hon ddi ca thé gi¢i. Chiéu cao phai khodng modt mét chin
muoi, nhing hinh the trong kha té.

“Nhwng ma, bi€t n6i thé nao nhi... La chuyén can ban bac...”

“Um ”

“Hay néi ding hon la nho cdy.”



“Nh¢ cay? Toi 4? Ua? Gi co...2”
“Thyc sw chuyén nay ra't kh6 néi.”
“Tri hodn ¢ day thi ich gi...”

“Ciing ding nhi.”

“Xin 16i phai n6i thé nay, nhuwng ciu phién phtrc qua...”

“Kuzaku.”

“Tén cau ha?”

“Phai. La tén t6i. Con cdu 14 ban Haruhiro®! ding khong?”’

“A tr... thi diing th&"...”

Cdu ta chuyen sang noi chuyén ngang hang voi minh day a? Ma ciing
dwoc. Thiee ra chuyén nay chdang ddang dé ban tém. Tuy anh-chang-Léu-
Nghéu, gio’ 1a Kuzaku, ding 1a dan em da’y, nhwng ciing chaalng phai Ii lich
lam linh tinh nguyén cda hai ngwoi hon kém nhau d&€n mot, hai nam. Xét
ngoai hinh thi Haruhiro trong con nhw kém tudi. Vi ca, cdu ciing ching wa
ma’y phép x4 giao clrng nhéc.

“Khong can goi ‘ban’ dau. Thé chuyén nho cdy cua cau la gi?”

“La chuyén vé to doi.”

“U’. Ciia 2i?”

“Cua ban Haruhiro... Xi 10n, cida Haruhiro.”

“Doi toi 477

“Bay gio’ toi chi con mot minh.”

“Phai r'o6i...”

“T6i tinh 1a chi con cdch xin gia nhdp vao dau do. To6i cling phai ki€m
an.”

“Khong ki€m ra ti€n thi chfmg lam dwoc gi nhi.”

“Nhwng ma, chuyén nay... Sao nhi? Cir sai sai.”

“Céi gi sai?”

“Chéng phai s& ra't khé khin sao? Nim ngudi d'ong doi cha t6i da chét,
toi chi con lai mot minh. Ki€u nhw... liéu t6i c6 th€ sdng cling nhitng nguwoi
chwa twng trai qua cam giac dé khong...”

“Cau lo 14ng rang ho s& khong higu cam gidc ctia ciu a?”



“Umm... Phai dd’y. Ay, hinh nhw hoi khéc thi phdi. Nhwng ma ciing nhuw
nhau nhi? A...” Kuzaku 2n quai ham va the¢ lwoi ra. “Mdi mom qua. Lau
14m rdi tdi m&i néi dai the””

Ai thém quan tdm toi chuyén @y hd.

Du sao ciing khong dwoc. Minh khong co vé gi la hoa hop dwoc voi
Kuzaku. Tai sao thé’nhi? C6 cdi gi do cit vieong mdc... A ra thé’

Liic do, Kuzaku da quay lung vao twong, chém nhau véi con orc, ¢&
bdo vé Choco. Nhung ciu ta da khong thé che chin cho co 4y t&i clng.
Kuzaku bi con orc danh bai, con Choco thi mat mang.

Haruhiro thong cadm v&i canh ng6 clia Kuzaku. Nhwwng cdu kia, cdu da
chang bdo vé ndi Choco diing khong? The ma, cdu thi séng sot, con Choco
lai chét roi, thir hoi vdy la sao hd...?

Khéng phai Haruhiro suy nghi mdt cach ranh rot nhw vay. Chi la, cé
mot diéu khi€n ciu khong tai nao cam thdy nhe nhom. Ra't ¢6 the chinh la
diéu nay. Choco chét, con Kuzaku song. C6 18 Kuzaku da cd ging hét sirc
minh. C6 1& ngudi cdm tha’y din vit hon ai hét chinh 1a Kuzaku. C6 18 cau
ta chfmg theé’ lam gi hon trong hoan canh d6, nhwng Haruhiro khong the néi
ring minh hoan toan khong thay bit rit trong 1ong.

“Ketwr d6 toi gior cau da lam gi?” Haruhiro hdi.

“Hoc thém cdc chiéu thitc ching han. Toi c6 tién. Nén goi 1a khoan thira
k& khong nhi?” Kuzaku kéo vanh tai, trén moi thodng néd mét nu cwoi cay
ding. “Ngoai ra con nghi ngoi ra't nhidu.”

“Va th€’1a cdu mudn gia nhép to doi chiing t6i?”

“Piing. V€ co’ ban la vay.”

“Kuzaku la chi€n binh a?”

“Khong, to1 la thanh kj si.”

“Vi Moguzou mat nén t6 doi cta t6i khong con Tank [Chiu don] ntra,
b&i vdy, cAu nhim thay thé vj tri d6?”

“T6i khong nghi tdi mirc d6.” Kuzaku nom c6 vé phat y. “... Va toi
khong cho ring minh c6 th€. Moi ngwdi 13 dan anh kia ma. Ching ta khéc
nhau, v€ kinh nghiém chfmg han.”

“Chiing t6i mudn c¢6 Tank [Chiu don]. N6i that long...”



Khi c6 nhirng gidy gidi lao hi€m hoi gitra v6 van tran don nhw ti ctia cd
Barbara tai guild dao tdc, Haruhiro dai khai lu6n nghi vé di€u do.

Qud nhién tyi minh cdn mét Tank [Chiu don] moi diing khong? Khong
con cdch nao khdc ngoai tim cho dwoc mot chién binh hodc mot thdanh ki st
gia nhdp to’ dji nhi?

Haruhiro vira 18c dau vira thé dai.

“Nhung ma... Dy 12 ¥ kién c4 nhan cla t6i, nhung tdi cho rang van con
qué sé'm. Moi nguw¢i van chwra diéu chinh lai dwgc tAm trang ciia minh. V&i
lai, du sao di ntra, day cling khong phai chuy&n minh tdi ¢6 thé quyét dinh.
T6i khong th€ cho ciu ciu trd 101 ma cdu mong mudn. Xin 16i.”

“Vay a?” Kuzaku khé cidi dau. “Toi ciing xin 16i.”

Khong phai cdu khong thdy dau tic noi 1'6ng ngye. Tuy vy, cdu that
long khong mong gdp lai Kuzaku thém Ian nao nwra.

Moguzou khong c6 & day.

That 1a mot ndi dau 16m, qua 16n, to 1o vo cung.



11. Nhi én ich ki
. ung tén ich ki

«
wa hafiaha ha...!”

Ranta c6 cam giac lau 14m 16i cAu m&i dwoe tim minh trong anh mat
troi. Ma k€ ra thi thue t€ ding 1a 1au that. Guild hic 4m ki si ndm siu duwdi
long dat & khu 0 chudt to rong va ludm thudm cta Thi trdn phia Tay
Alterna. Ranta da & li trong d6 va hoc dwgce hai skill méi. Cau khong dit
ntra buwde chan ra khoi cdi guild am thap lanh 180 gidng nhw nguc tu nay
trong sudt chin ngay. “Gi6ng nhw nguc tu”, hay néi dung hon la, do mudn
cling khong the ra ngoai, khong ai cho phép cau di, n€u that sy mudn ra thi
chi ¢6 cach bién thanh xac chét, xét vé may di€m Ay thi noi diy dich thj 1a
mot nha tu.

Du cor th€ dang dwgrc swdi &m dwdi anh mét troi, nhung Ranta lai ring
minh.

“... Khi gi6, van biét 1a T4n ndo ciling néi nhw nhau, nhung hoi Lord
[Dao su] that 1a dang s¢...”

C6 vai hic 4m kj si mang danh Lord [Pao su] trong guild hic 4m ki si.
Tuy khong biét s& lwgng chinh xdc, nhwng tinh s& Ranta da ting gép thi ¢6
1€ 1a by nguoi. Sao lai 1a ¢6 lé w? B&i cac Lord luén gidu mét va cling
khong bao gio xung tén. Chi ¢6 cdch nhéan dién bing giong néi va véc dang
bén ngoai, nghia la ¢6 tong cong bay ngwoi ma Ranta phan biét dwoe. Va
ta't ca déu cuc ki dang s¢'. Khong thé tha'y & ho mot chiit sy ti t& nao, long
khoan dung lai cang khuyét thi¢u. Néi tring ra thi Ranta hoan toan khong
th& nghi ring nhirng k& mang danh Pao s 4y 12 con nguwdi. Cé phai ngudi
ta s& tr& thanh nhuw thé khi di d&n tan cling con dwong ctia mot hic 4m kj si
khong?

“Nhung ma ngau chét di dwgrc. Minh cing mudn thanh nhw the€". Lord
Ranta v? Phu phuw phu...”

Ranta 4 tay vao cd, hang giong: “E hém!”, rdi thit trd nhdi giong.



“Céac ngroi hay goi ta la Lord. Cac nguoi la nd 1€ phung sy than
Skullhell, con ta 1a nd 1€ ctia ngai, ¢6 trach nhiém chi dwong dan 167 day
bao cic ngroi. Ca ta va cdc nguoi déu khong c¢an tén goi... O hd, ngau thi
md! Minh vira nay chic trong odch 1dm nhi? Ngau qud x4! Ui da!”

Ba't ngo’ bi danh vao sau gdy, Ranta quay lai nhung chaalng thdy ai. Gi
vdy troi? Ao gide hd? Khong thé nao c6 chuyén dé dau nhi... ? Ranta xoa
chd bj ddnh, dang dinh quay vé ding trwde thi... chgng phédi mot Lord [Pao
sir] ban d6 den dang lw It di t&i ta nhw mot ddm hoi nwd'c mau den trong
khong khi hay sao?

“Ac... V... Vira ndy bi nghe thdy r'oi a...17”

“Thir nd 1& ngu xuan.” Vi Pao s dung lai, hwéng khudn mat gidu kin
sau chi€c mat na do6 den vé phia Ranta. “Ngwoi mudn dwoc than Skullhell
Om ap day ha?”

“Kho... Khong. T6i, tdi on a!”

“On 12 sa0?”

“A thi, khong, cai do, gi nhi, tdi van, y tOi 13, vAn mudn phung sy thin
Skullhell, va t6i ¢6 th€. Tw gio’ trg di, om, tdi s€ lao ddong that cham chi!
T6i nghi minh s€ con htru ich hon ntra, b&i thé'... 1... la... lam on hay bd
qua cho t6i M4n nay. Y toi 1a vay a!”

Ranta nhdy 1én r'oi tiep dat bang dau gdi. Tran co xudng nén da't. Cau
quy€t dinh tung chiéu quy lay.

“T6i biét toi r'oi...! Toi, toi da lam chuyén sai trai...! Twr gio t6i nguyén
thanh tAm thanh y cén rom cén cd l1am than triu ngwa, ding hién toan bd
tinh thian va strc lwc d€ tuan theo mong mu6n ctia than Skullhell. Do d6 lam
on di ma! Xin ngai xin ngai xin ngai mot diéu thdi! Chi can tha mang cho
toi...”

“P6 can ba.” Vi PBao s chi néi th& roi bo di.

Ranta dirng day, thé phao va quét di chd md hdi lanh dang dam dia trén
mat.

“... Hd, hd h'on. Nh... Nhwng ddy la Tan dau minh gdp mot Lord & ngoai
dwong thi phai...? Lord [Pao sw] cling di lai binh thwong bén ngoai nhw thé’
sao? Ma ciing phdi. Chic 1a dau the cir & Ii dwdi 1ong da't mai dwoc. VA lai,
néu bd quan 4o va mat na ra thi minh ciing chaalng bi€t do6 1a ai. C6 khi con
trng gap & quan nhiu hay dau dé. Pao s ban nay la con gai nhi? C6 nguc



ma. Minh chi bi€t ¢c6 mdt nit Pao sw, 1a nguoi d6 a? Bi€t dau khuén mat
that cua co ta rat dep. Mot mi nhan dang s¢’ bac nha't chdng? Vay la... hi hi
hi...”

bi bd doc theo nhirng con phd khiic khuyu cia Thi tran phia Tay, Ranta
ddm dudi trong 4o twdng vé nhitng ngay thdng ngap tran duc vong va tinh
yéu nay n& gitra mot Ranta cudi cung da tr¢ thanh Lord va nir Pao sw kia.
Cudc sdng giam cam trong guild hic 4m ki si bét budc phai “kiéng khem”
nghiém ngat nén ngay khi né k&t thic, Ranta khong th€ ngan minh cam
tha’y bi kich thich, theo rat nhiéu nghia.

“Minh 12 mot thing con trai khoé manh ma. Biét 1am sao dwoc. Um.”

Ranta ding chén tredc hém Tenkuu, ngang mat 1én troi.

Cam gidc khi bwdc 1én mét dat sao ma chéi chang va &m ap dén thé,
nhung thye ra da x& chiéu r'oi. Mit troi dang dan khua't dang.

“... Toi s€ song that t6t cho ca phan cua dng ntra, chi€n htru a. Du diing
14 ¢6 dng & ddy van to't hon. Vay nhung, khong con Ong thi toi van On. B&i
Vi tit day, truyén thuy&t hiing manh nhit vé tdi m&i chinh thic bt dau.
Nhé phai doi theo toi tr xa day, d6 ngdc...”

Ranta duyi quanh mét roi khit mii. Cau chdng tay 1én hai bén hong, won
ngyc cwoi ha hd va cam thdy nhw minh ba't kha chi€n bai. Khdéng chi la
cdm thdy, minh hoan toan bdt khd chién bai.

Ranta khoan thai ddt chan vao hém Tenkuu. H6m nay cdu sé khong t&i
nhirng noi tAm thweong nhw Quan rwegru Sherry niva. Cau quyét dinh s€ udng
& quan ma c6 day nhirng chi gai xinh dep rét rroru phuc vu ciu tan tinh.
Né&u moi thir thudn loii ciu sé din theo mot hai nang vé cung va “quay” cho
toi bén.

“Minh bay gio... thwra strc 1am chuyén d6!”

Ranta 13i nhai: “T&i bén né! Téi bén né!” va vira 1ic hong vira tim quéan
reou. Trong s6 nhirng quén coi dwoc, ¢ noi dwong nhw chi phuc vu cho
linh chinh quy cda quin doi ving Bién canh va tw chdi linh tinh nguyén,
nén ciu phai lira chon can thian. V&i Ranta, mot quan dwore 1a chd tap trung
nhiéu c6 gdi tré dep v&i bd nguc nd nang, than hinh “khic nao ra khic d6”,
khi tro chuyén thi t& nhj va c¢6 ban chat dju dang, nhwng khi & riéng hai
ngurdi thi biét dan dit Ranta 1am ma’y chuyén “nguwdi 1dn” mdt cdch manh
dan.



Sau khi di di lai lai trong hém Tenkuu mot lic, Ranta ding chan trwdc
mot ctra tiém.

Cabaret Club - Run Run Paradise (Hop dém - Thién dwong Tung ting).

B¢ ngoai toa nha trong hoi ki quai, nhung trén ban cong tang hai c6 cac
chi gai dang ding trong b0 dang ngoai strc twdng twong, ném anh nhin
néng bdng cho nhirng ngwoi dan dong qua dwong va vay tay moi goi. Di
nhién Ranta ciing dwore moi. A khong, Ranta dich thi dwoc movi.

“Kha kha kha... Heng phan tot dinh...!”

Kim nén dong mau dwong nhw sép sO1 1én sung suc ngay gidy phut do,
Ranta dinh lao vao quan Thién dwong Tung tang.

Nhung ai d6 tom 18’y vai cdu tw phia sau.

“E, dau xi.”

“Ha...!?”

Pay dich thi 1a cam gidc bi ddi cho mot gdo nwdre lanh. Ranta da dinh
nén cho t€n khon chét bam, ngu ngdc, tro’ trén dam ca gan nim vai nguwoi
khéac kia dd ba nghin ci dam va bay nghin ci d4, nhwng khi nhin thay
gwong mat do, cdu lap tiec thay doi phwong chdm, nhdy 1€n r'oi quy rap
xudng. Vu nay danh dd'u man nhay-quy thi hai trong ngay hom nay cua
cdu, nhwng v&oi d6i phwong nhw thé” thi chflng can phai tha'y xau ho lam gi.

“Xin, xin, xin, xin, xin 15i...! Ua nhwng, toi da giy chuyén gi a!? Nhung
chic 12 c6 roi, néu khong thi dau ra ndng ndi nay dwoe. Tém lai 12 ngan
T4n, van 4n xin th 16i!”

“...May xin 16i cdi gi dd'y ha?”

Khong ding a? DAy 1a tinh hudng khong can xin 16i cling dwoc...? Vi lai,
sao Renji ciing & ddy...? X{ 16n, khong phai Renji, sao anh Renjil® lai &
day? L€ nao anh Renji cling vao Thién dwong Tung tang ha? Hay thdm chi
anh con 1a khach rudt cia Thién dwong Tung tang ntra...?”

“Thién dwong Tung ting?”

Thay Renji hwrdng 4nh mit vé phia ban cong tAng hai, c4c chij gdi trén
do 1ién tr¢ nén hwng phan va nhdn nhdo. Khong chi ¢6 the&’, Ranta con nhin
tha’y. Phai goi 1a chitng kién tdn mét. Mot c¢d nang kéo xéch phan nguc
chiéc vdy von da xé rong vo cling tdo bao, khoe ra d6i go bong dao c6 strc



cong phd 01 da cua minh. Pugc mot chi géi tuy lo¢ loet nhung kha xinh
dep moi goi d&€n mirc d6, vdy ma Renji chang bu'én dong ddy mot cai chan
may, than nhién budng loi pht nhan: “Khong.” Coi kia, diing la cwc ki dan
ong, nghiém tiic day, toi mwec khong tin noi.

“Tao chwa ting vao quan nay.”

“... Ph... Phai ha. O? Nhwng ma né€u thé thi tai sao...?”

“Tinh cor thd'y may nén tao goi thoi.”

“HA!? Y... y toi 12 tai sao anh Renji lai goi t6i?”

“Tao mu6n ndi chuyén véi may mot Ian.”

“Voi, voi toi 4...17”

“Phai.” Renji vudt nhe mai téc mau tro va tho dai.

“... Nhung tao hoi ma't hirng roi.”

“... Tai Thién dwong Tung tang ha?”

“Khong phai. Vi cidch néi nang va hanh ddng cua may.”

“Té61, biet, ngay, ma.”

Ranta vira croi “€ hé hé” vira dirng ddy, nhanh chéong ki€m tra xem hoi
thé ¢6 mui khdng. Khoan! Poi phwong ddau phdi con gdi chwe? La con trai.
Thdm chi con la mot anh chang nam tinh nhdt trong so con trai nita. Minh
ddu cdn lam thé nay. Nhwng ma, minh con dang cdng thang gdp tram van
lin so voi khi dLZ’ng trieo’c mdt con gdi.

“O... , 0, 0, om... Th& la chu... chuy... chuyén, chuyén, chuyén
gi.?”

“Theo tao.” Renji ha't cim, r'oi bit d4u budc di.

“Vang!” Ranta ngoan ngoan dap lai ro61 chay theo Renji.

Renji din Ranta t&i mdt quan rwou chat choi nidm bén ngoai hém
Tenkuu. Tuy nhd nhung trong quan sach s& va ngin nip, bén kia quiy bay
san sat nhﬁ’ng binh rwgru voi thung regru 1'n nhd. Khong ¢6 mot vi khach
ndo. Chic vi hing con soém. Khi dém vé khuya, nhtrng tay mé rwou s€ tu

tip & day va udng trong yén ling. N6 &t hin 1a mot quin rwou nhw the'
Tém lai, mdt noi khong lién hé gi v&i Ranta.

“Quan, quan nay dwoe phét nhé. Ha, ha ha...”
“Brandy”, loai nao ciling dworc. Hai ly.”



Renji goi @6 udng ma chang budn hdi y Ranta. Ruou 14p tirc dwgre dem
ra. Mot cha't 1d6ng mau nau dwoc dung trong chi€c ly thuy tinh thap.

Ranta néi “... Xin phép,” r'6i nang cdc 1én uéng thie. Cau suyt thi sic ra
nhung van loay hoay kim lai dworc.

“Cai, cai nay, ndng qua...”

Renji khit mii roi udng mot hoi hét sach.

.. Oaaaa. Ngdu thiét...

“Tinh hinh th& nao?”” Renji hdi cdc 16¢.

“H&? A... Om, cling tam tam... That ra thi, nhw anh bi€t day, bon t61 bi
nhuw the'...”

“Chuyén Moguzou ha?”

“A thi, chuyén d6 n6 ciing kha...

“Tao d d4nh gid nham han. Pang k& day.”

Céch néi ctia Renji khong ro rang. Moguzou dang k€. Y cu day 1a gi?
Nghia la Moguzou manh hon Renji nghi, hay vi€c Moguzou chét di 1a mot
ton that ning né? D 12 gi di nita thi vAn c6 thé€ hiu ring Renji da cong
nhan Moguzou... Ong dwoc tay Renji dé thira nhén roi kia, ngwoi anh em.

Dix ring chét roi méi dwgre thiva nhdn thi ciing ching dé’lam gi.

“Nhung ma da’y, cau &y di ma't ro1 con dau. Lem bem chuyen do mai
cling chang ich gi. Chiing toi s& ti€p tuc chién ddu bang chinh sic minh.
Kicu vay...”

“Haruhiro sao r61?”
~ “Sao &y a? .. Ching c6 sao tring gi sat. A thi chéc hin ciing dang c&
gang theo cach riéng cua minh. Tuy khong ra dang thu linh gi cd.”

“Pung that.”

“Hin khong 1am dworc nhu anh Renji dau.”

“Boé chw ‘anh’ di.”

“Ro. Renji.” Ranta ho'p mot ngum nho brandy. “... Cdi nay uéng twng
chit mot ciling ngon day. Nhung ma ndi chuyén véi anh ki€u nay thay ki
quac that. Anh di mot minh a?”

“Cong vi€c la cong viéc.”



“Anh nghi n6 tach biét, hoac néi diung hon la mudn tich riéng né ra
khéi nhirng thir khac a?”

“Pai loai the".”

“Liic nao ciing dinh 14’y nhau thi phién 18m nhi. S& mudén dwoc & mot
minh phai khong?”

“Pén may cling the"ha?”

“Vi t6i hoan toan on du chi ¢c6 mot minh ma? Toéi chaamg ma’y khi thay
cd don nay no. Nhwng véi cong viée ki€m song nay thi khong the lam mét
minh, nén van can phai c6 dong do6i.”

“Qua doi tao khong?”

Ranta suyt nwra da gat dau cai rup. Khoan da, cau nghi. Cdi gi co'...?

Renji viea noi gi vday? Qua loi ao khong? Sai nhi? Hay la, qua doji lao
cong? Khong, ciing sai not.

Qua doi tao khong?

Renji da ndi nhu vay.

“..Ha?’

“Bon tao hién tai ¢ nim ngwoi. Con mot chd trong.”

“A... Vi vu chiéu Protection [Sy bdo hd cta dnh sang]| c6 tac dung du
cho sdu ngwoi a...?”

“Pao tic s€ khéng xam pham lanh thd cha cdac dao tic khac, vi cdi thi
goi la dao dirc nghé nghiép theo ki€u cta ho. Bon tao cling khéng cén tho
san chang dung ndi cung tén cho ra h'on hay mot phap sw khong du hoa luc.
Tu si chd bon may 1a d6 bod. Co ta da d€ Moguzou chét.”

“Cai do...!”

Ranta cam thd’y mdu néng boc 1€n dau. Nhung tai sao Ranta lai phai
bién hd cho Merry chir? Vi cd &y 1a ban b¢ cuing t6 doi sao? Nhwng du c6 1a
d6ng doi di ntra thi ding la ding, sai la sai, d6 ludn la 14p treong cla
Ranta. M2y chuyén thong dong che gidu cho nhau thi xin mién.

“... ffm, cling phai. Ki niing cta c6 &y khong t6i, nhung Merry dd méic
16i. Mot 16i TAm tai hai.”

“Chibi doi tao, trong vay thoi nheng dung ra't deoce.”

“T6i cling cuc ki, cwc ki ba't ngo dd’y. N6i sao nhi... Trong ¢6 ban d6
khong cé vé gi 12 dwoe nhu the'. Nhung, viéc co 4y dang hd tror dic luc cho



to doi cia anh qua that ra't dang ne.”

“Ranta.”

Hinh nhw day la Ian dau tién.

Renji d4 goi Ranta bang tén, chit khdng phai “dau xu”.

“May s€ tré’ nén hiru dung. Tao da nghi vay khi thd'y may & Dead Head.
Nhwng Haruhiro khong phat huy dwoc nang lyc cua may.”

Hod ra Renji quan sdt minh sudt sao?

Ranta cling da quan sét tui Renji. Chi cé Renji 1a hang khing dinh cao.
No6i thi néi vay, chit mdt ga c¢6 th€ binh than lao vao noi nguy hi€ém d¢
chém guc ké thii nhw Renji von da ba't binh thwong, nén dam con lai tr Ron
tré xudng cling xem nhw dd phan dang n€. Bon ho d6ng hanh cung Renji
va sdng sot d&€n tin bay gio. Riéng diéu d6 thoi da khong tAm thu’é’ng ti
nao roi. That khong the nao tin nodi thoi gian ho lam linh tinh nguyén chang
khac biét may so v&i tui Ranta.

N&u ciu gia nhap to doi do...

Néu chuyén dé xay ra... cdu nhat dinh cé th€ chi€n dau hé&t minh.
Khong can phai chd tim vao dong doi, cau sé tha h'6 thi tri€n cic chi€u
thirc d€ dit miii doi tha. D6 14 hinh twong vén c6 cta hic 4m ki si. Bay gio
thi khac. C6 qua nhiéu thir budc ciu phai d€ tam. C6 qua nhiéu diéu rang
budc. Gid md Moguzou van & day.

Néu chién hitu con song, minh chdc chdn cé thé chuyén tam vao 16
ddnh ciia mot hdc dm ki s7 thwe thu. Tat nhién chuyén dé khong thé tré
thanh hién thwc niga roi. N&u nghi cho to doi, Ranta cheamg con cach nao
khéc ngoai nhén vai tro Tank [Chiu don] ca. Tuy chfmg phit hop 14m nhung
cling khong hin 1a bat kha thi. Ranta von dinh bd cdng strc diéu chinh moi
viéc theo céch ctia minh. DU nhw thé nghia la ciu s€ gi€t chét ban tinh cta
minh d&n mot mirc dd nha't dinh thi vin danh phai chdp nhan thoi... C6 thdt
la khong con lwa chon nao khdc...?

“Tao la ké ich ky.” Renji qua nhién lai lam mot hoi hét sach ly rwou
brandy thir hai. “Tao xem trong nhirng ai ¢6 ich v&i tao. Ngoai ra thi sao
cling dwgc. ROt cudc thi tao nghi phén lon moi ngwoi déu nhw nhau.
Nhirng ké s6ng vi nguoi khac r'oi cling chi chét vi ngwoi khac ma thoi.”

“Tdi ciing thwdng bi néi nhw vay. Ich ki, va tuy tién.”

“Thé cuing chealng sao0.”



“T6i ¢6 the tré nén manh m€ hon khdng nhi?”

“Ne€u tao dung may.”

“Nghia la néu tdi tré thanh quéan co’ ciia anh ha?”

“Chinh xac.”

Renji khong néi ddi. It nhat thi Renji cho rdng Ranta c¢6 tiém ning. Anh
ta mudn 161 kéo Ranta v€ lam d6ng ddi. Pwa cidu vao Ddi Renji. Nghiém
tiic ddy hd? Minh sdp phd lén cwoi rdi. Pinh thdt. Co nghia la cudi ciing
may mdn da mim cwoi voi minh a? Vdy gior tinh sao? Chuyén nay thi con
tinh ra tinh vao lam gi nita, thdm chi ch&ang cdn phdi nght ngoi luon. Diing
khong?



12. HO hon ho A i hon ho
. Hom nay hon hom qua, ngay mai hon hom

nay
i trov.

Da bao lin tréi qua ke’ tw lic chudong bdo tdm gio rung lén vdy? Ndm
phiit? Mwoi phiit? Haruhiro khong biét, vi cau Chéng c6 nhirng thir vat
dung “xin s0” nhr médt chi€c déng h'd c6 thé€ mang di mang lai theo ngwoi.

“Moi ngwoi mai khéng dén nhi...?”

Tw ndy toi gior, Merry lién tuc choc cdy doan tregng xudng nén di't bén
canh Haruhiro v&i diéu bd nén néng.

Haruhiro c6 1& d3 t&i cong Bic vao khoang bdy gio ba muwoi phiit. Hinh
nhw Ranta dén tan t67 khuya mdi vé nha tro, vi thé’, khi Haruhiro dinh dyng
ciu ta ddy sdang nay, ciu ta bao ciu ctr viéc di trede. Haruhiro ciing khong
goi Shihoru va Yume. Cau nghi khong can phai lam vay. Sdng nay céu tinh
gid’c kha som nhung lai chglng c6 viéc gi hay ho d€ lam, nén Haruhiro
quyé&t dinh nhanh chéng roi khoi khu nha tro.

Merry xudt hién & trwdc cdng Bic sau Haruhiro chirng mwdi phiit.
Purong nhién diéu nay lam ciu nhe cd nguoi. Tw tdn ddy long, Haruhiro
nghi, vdy la t6t roi.

Merry da linh héi duegc Sacrament [Than quang diéu ki], mdt ma phap
tri liéu tuyét dinh cé kha nang chwra lanh cd nhirng vét thwong twong doi
ning trong tich tic. C6 th& néi day Ia chiéu thirc bat budc ddi vdi moi tu si
ter trung ca’p trd 1én.

Mic du Merry moi chi s&¢ dung dwgc t67 da hai Tan mot ngay,
Sacrament [Than quang diéu ki] rd rang s€ trd thanh sttc manh cta to doi.
Trong trrong hop cd’p bach, né cé kha nang dwa nguoi ta toe bor viee clia cai
chét tré Vé v&i sy song. Ngay chinh ban than Merry chic chin ciing s& ¢



the binh tinh dwong dau v&i cudc chién nho viéc s¢ htru mot 14 bai tay nhuw
Sacrament [Than quang di€u ki].

Vé phan Haruhiro, ngoai Assault [Cwong kich], cdu da dwoc co
Barbara day thém chiéu Shatter [Pha g&i]. Pay chu y€u la ki thuét ti€p ndi
sau chiéu Swat [Pap rudi] d€ ra don vao dau gdi ddi thi. Bang viéc c6
dwoc hai su lya chon sau Swat [Pap rudi] 12 Arrest [Bit gitr] va Shatter
[Pha g&i], 167 tdn cOng cha ciu s€ tre nén da dang. Hinh thai chi€n ddu ma
Haruhiro muong twong ra 1a: Khong ¢an phdi cdm dau tién 1én dwa vao
Swat [D4p rudi] nita ma s& nham thoi co chuyén sang phan cong, thAm chi
con ding chiéu Assault [Crong kich] lam don két liu.

That ra thi moi chuyén c6 1& sé khong dé dang dén vay, nhung mdi
ngwoi déu phai m& rong pham vi nhitng viéc minh ¢6 the lam, r'oi thyc
hién chiing bang ti't ca nhitng gi minh c6.

Lam vay thi bi€t dau, chic 1a, a khong, nha't dinh s€ m& ra dwgc mot
chan troi moi.

Haruhiro 12 mot nguwdi cu tién. Hay chi it 1a cAu ludn c& ging hudng
Ve phia truede.

Du hoi vo tich sy nhung Haruhiro van 1a thd linh cda t& doi nay. Néu
mot tha linh khong dwong hoang ngang mat ti€n 1én du chi 1a mdt hay nira
buwdre thi s€ khong ai di theo ca. Hay néi ding hon, néu tha linh khong tién
buwde thi nguoi ta biét 187y 1i do gi d€ di theo. Khong phéi chuyén lam dwoc
hay khong 1am dwoc, tredre tién van ctr phai lam. Céi gi cling vay, khong
da’n budc thi khong the bit dau. Ma khong bat dau thi khong c6 két qua.
Khi da c6 k€&t qua nao do, ta sé cha’p nhan chiing, tich Iuy chiing r'éi lai ti€n
VEé phia tredre ting chit mét.

... Tuy nhién...

“MAYy dira niy ‘cao su’ kinh th&¢' nhi?” Haruhiro cdn nhin.

“U... Nhung ma... “

N

“Um...”

“Hay lai ngi nwong...”

“...D& vay 1im.”

“Hodc moi ngwoi mét vi hoc thém skill...”
“A... Ciing c6 the...”



“Thé& thi khdng sao, chi s¢...”

“Khong dau, t& nghi kha ning da’y cao d6...? Binh thwong aYy... o thi,
tai to& cling thé’ ma...? Bdo la da hoan toan hét mét chua thi ciu tra loi la
khong c6 chuyén dd’y dau. Co Barbara dung la ba la sat... Ha ha...”

Haruhiro th cwoi.

Tiéng cwdi ngd ngan cla ciu vang 1én nghe sdo rong tham t&, 1am ciu
chi mu6n don tho ngay.

Nguy thdt.

Cdi khong khi nay la sao chir? Ma khoan noi chuyén bdu khong khi...
Vin dé la tai sao? Tai sao bon ho khong toi? Dén mudn vao mot ngay
trong dai thé’nay hd? Sao co thé’ nhw thé’ dwoc? Tuyét doi bdt binh thwong.
Nghi sao ciing thay khong thé’tré dwoc diing khong? Viéc dé phdi chin chu
vao chw? Hay la... [ nao, khong phdi?

Khong phdi dén muén don thuin?

“Khong dau... Ha ha ha...”

Haruhiro lai cwoi TAn nira béi cAu mudn danh lac hwedng ndi ba't an khé
chiu dang chyc trao dang. Dwong nhw viéc dé chaalng an thua, khi€n cau
mudn viing bd chay. T4t nhién ciu khong chay thét, chi ¢6 thing hAm m&i
lam vy thoi.

“Van chua t&i, nhi...?”

~

“Um...” Merry dép.

Lam sao ddy? Merry ciing t6 ra lo ldng. Gi vdy hd? Cdi qudi gi thé’
nay? Ranta thi biét roi. Sdng nay cdu ta con chéng budn ngoi day. Vd lgi do
la Ranta. Nhwng dén cd Shihoru va Yume ciing vy w? Tuy Yume khong toi
miec chin chu nhwng Shihoru lai la “thanh nién nghiém tiic”. Co &y khong
Ian nao tré hen. Da tirng khong tré hen. Day la [an ddu tién. Vay moi noi,
ho ¢6 li do ddc biét nao do nén gio nay vin chwa cé mdat. Nghi vdy ciing la
tw nhién thoi. Tai ¢d vu kia, ddn dén thé no, roi thanh ra thé' nay.

“A...” Merry khe khe thot 1é€n.

Nhin sang, cdu thdy Merry dang chi muc vé phia bén kia dwong.
Haruhiro ciing dwa mét theo huéng d6. Chdc la Shihoru hodc Yume hodc
Ranta da dén. Gio nay moi chiu toi a? Cau da nghi vay. Nhung trat 1at.



Mot anh chang cao 1on, nhwng dang dap cé phan thoé kéch dang tién
t&i. Cu ta deo gidp tay va che nguc bang kim loai tAm, nhwng nhin phan
nao ciing tha'y ngay 1a &6 cii. Trén tA'm gidp nguc c6 khic hinh ngdi sao siu
canh cua than Lumiaris.

“Xin chao.”

Cau ta dirng lai trede mat tui Haruhiro, r'6i cii dau cai rup. Co’ ma, du
Haruhiro ciing chealng cé tw cach phan xét gi ngwoi khac, nhung ciu ta co
ban mat ctr cdu kinh ki€u gi. That khong phu hop d€ gip lic méi sdng ngay
ra.

“... Kuzaku.”

“Tai sao...!”

Merry cti xudng then thing... Ua ma, ¢é phdi mdt cdu dé 1én khong? O
hay?

“A...” Kuzaku tp ban tay phdi to be Ién trdn va gii 16ng may bang dau
ngén tdt. “Um... Gi nhi? Coi nhw khdng ¢6 vu d6.”

“Vay thi dung c6 ndi chir!”

“A. Cung dung.”

“O? Ha...?” Haruhiro khong th€ im lang th€m ntra va phai xen vao.
“Ca... Cai gi!? Cho chut, 1a sao ha? Pa c6 chuyén gi d6... phai khong...?”

“Khong c6 gi ma!” Merry t6 ra cuc ki bo1i ro1.

“Khong c¢6, khong c6.” Nét mit Kuzaku rat mo h'6, khong sao ndm bét
dworc.

.. Vay la co.

Chdc chdn da cé chuyén gi day.

Nhwng chuyén gi ddy la chuyén gi? Ddu tién thi quan hé ciia hai ngwo'i
la gi hd? Ngwo'i quen twr trwoc sao? Kuzaku la dan em cda tui Haruhiro
nén khé c6 thé€ nghi vay. Nhung ciing khong ddm chic mdt trim phan trim.
Vi Merry ¢6 vé hay di u6ng rirou mdt minh vao buoi t6i, nén ho da gap go
nhau Idc dé chflng han. Th€ ro1, dd cé mot chuyén gi do. Néu noi dén
chuyén gi d6, thi han 1a... didu ay...?

Mery nhin xudng va nim chiit cdy dodn treong bang ca hai tay. Vé
phan Kuzaku tuy cung ¢ vé kho xtt nhung cau ta lai td thai do ki€u “thoi
cing chang lam sao”. R6i thi “chung d6 chang cO gi to tat”, hodc la



“chuyén thwong gap &y ma”? Hay la “phiéu lwu tinh ai mdt Tan chw
may”...!? Phiéu lwu...!? Cdi gi day!? Ho lam thé'roi sao!?

Haruhiro vira d¥'m vira xoa nguc minh trong khi chép mét lia lia... Um,
thi thoi? Merry lam gi la viéc ciia c6 dy ma? Minh ldy dau ra quyén kiem
sodt hay sam soi c6 &y? Kuzaku cao to, tuy mdt miii khong two'i tinh nhwng
nhin chung cdu triic khuén mdt khong phdi la té. Nhin ki thi ciing khd bdnh
bao. Co lé vdy. Ma cdi chuyén mdt cdu ta xau hay dep thi ai ma biét dwoc!
Day chdng thé ddnh gid! Ciing chdng mudn lam ludn! Ai them quan tam
chir...!

Thoi dwoc. Ha hod roi. Minh on roi. Binh tinh. Trai tim cua Haruhiro
gio lanh 1€o nhw bang va binh lang nhw bén trén mdt mat h'é dong cing.

“... Th&, lam sao? Cau chi tinh co di ngang thdi ha? Khong phai the” dau
nhi?”

“Chuyén d6, ding la khong phai.”

“Vay thi la gi?”

“... Cau hom nay dang s¢’ th€ nao &y nhi?”

“Thé& ha? Toi thi khéng thd’y vay. R6i thi? Cau tra loi cho cau hdi cua
toi 1a?”

“T6i toi d€ thinh cau an nira.”

“Ha...””
“Chuyén td doi. Hoi xem cau c6 th€ cho tdi gia nhap hay khong?”
“Cai...!?”

“Cau ndi la khong th€ quy€t dinh mot minh ma. N&u cé cac thanh vién
khéc thi ciu sé hdi y ki€n (?) cua ho hay gi d6 roi méi quyét dinh dworc.
T6i cam thdy moi nguoi s€ tu hop ¢ dau d6.”

... Dai nhw dia.

Minh da tw choi nhi? Minh da noi “NO!” khd la thc”;ng thung ma?
Pdng do ciing ddp: “Vay a?” day chir? Cau doé mang nghia la: “Téi hiéu,
t0i sé tw bo,” phdi khong?

Trudc tién Haruhiro gdm nhdm va nudt xu6ng mot th giong nhw thai
do6 thu dich, buc bdi, ac cdm dang cudn xoay. Khong the cie the’ ma gay lon.
Khoéng t6t chiit nao. Minh la thii linh. Vi la thii linh sao? Tuy khong 16 1dm



nhung mot giong néi bén trong ra 1énh cho Haruhiro ring dii thé nao ciing
phai gitr thé€ dién khi gidi quy€t chuyén nay.

“To1 c6 noi. Pung vay. Tuy té1 da néi theé” nhwng chuyén dé va chuyén
nay hoan toan khéac nhau.”

“Cai gi khic nhau co'?”

“O? Thi nhuw t6i vira ndi... chuyén d6 va chuyén nay.”

“Chuyén d6 va chuyén nay la gi thé?”

“Ch... Chuyén d¢ 1a...”

Gay to. Ndo minh khong hoat dong. Co giir thé’dién ti nao dau. Chuyén
qudi gi vdy chir? Lé nao gdy éng ddp lwng éng? Minh lam 16" qud a? Khong
phu dinh dwoc nira...?

“Haruhiro, cau...” Kuzaku li€c nhin Merry, “da k€ v&i dong doi veé
chuyén cia t6i chwa? N&u ciu ndi roi thi ¢6 1€ s€ cd nguwoi tan thanh nhi?
D t6i khong ddm chic.”

“... To1 chwa n61.”

“To1...I” Giong Merry suyt lac hin di, nhung c6 ding hing d& néi tiép,
“...C...c0 1&... khong tan thanh 1&m...”

Haruhiro bat gidc cwoi nhidn nhé. “Tha’y chwa!”

“Tha’y chwa cai gi?”

“Ha!? Cai gi la sao...” Haruhiro nhay dwng 1€n. “O4i!? Ranta...!?”

“Viéc gi ma phdi xodn 1&n th&? May c6 bj lam sao khong da’y ha?”

Ranta. Ranta lai gdn minh khong biét tw liic nao. Sdt rat ngay bén canh.
Khong, khong chi c6 minh Ranta. Shihoru va Yume ciing co mat. Ho co vé
bi gidt minh. Ddng nay méi dirng tim mudn chét ne.

“Gi day?” Ranta vira ngody 15 tai vira nheo mét ngdm nghfa Kuzaku.
“Nha nguwoi 12 ai? Ma khong, mit trdng quen 1dm. Um... Hiu bdi ha? Ua?
Khong phai ding 4y chét & Dead Head r'6i 2? Zombie?”

“To6i dang thé ddy, van tinh 1a con sdng chr?”

“Oi cha! Pan em ma ldo toét qua. Chién khong, hé? Mot dadu mot thi
choi luon.”

“Thoi. Xin ki€u. Chang ¢6 If do gi d&1am thé ca.”



“H6 ho... Th& chr gi? Mudn thé” ch gi? Pung vi cao hon tao ti chut
ma khinh thwong tao nh4, biét chwa?”

“Ti chut thdt khong?”

“Pang k& d6.” Yume nhin qua nhin lai Ranta va Kuzaku bing vé miit
ngac nhién. “Ciling phai hai mwoi phan chir it gi?”

“Ham a? Khong 1&éch nhau dé&n th& dau! Mit mili ba d& dau da’y ha, do
dan!”

“T6i chic cao khodng mot mét chin méd't chin hai gi d6.”

Shihoru cwoi khic khich. “... Ranta chwa d€n mét bay ma... Léch nhau
tan hon hai mwoi phan con gi...”

“Pén chir! Téi con phan dw vuot mét bay nha! Pwong nhién la d&€n r'oéi!
Phai dwo'c mdt mét tam muoi day! O thé tén cao nhw cdi sao nay, sao may
lai c6 mat & day ha?”

“A khong, phai néi 13, trede d6...”

Haruhiro Tan lrot nhin Ranta, Shihoru va Yume. Khong bi€t c6 phéi) do
cau tu’(/i’ng tweong khong, nhwng Haruhiro thdYy... ca ba déu tranh nhin thang
vao mat cdu, ci nhw ho vira lam diéu gi mo dm sau lwng Haruhiro.

“Tai sao... Sao lai d&€n mudn theé” nay? Bon minh da hen gdp nhau luc
tdm gio trede cong Bac ma? Ranta thi da danh, d&n cd Shihoru v&i Yume
cing the’...”

“A, chuyén d6 la...” Ranta than nhi€n néi huych toet ra mét vi€c dong
troi. “Thuc ra tao dwoc Renji chiéu mo. Hén hdi tao c6 vao Poi Renji
khong.”

“Hirm...” Ngidm xong, Haruhiro suyt thi té ngira. “Ha...?”

“Yume va Shihoru cling th&”.” Yume gép lovi.

“Bé Kajiko dd moi tui Yume d6, bdo ring tui Yume gia nhap Wild
Angels [D6i Thién st hoang di] cling dwgc ne.”

Gay roi gay roi gay roi. Cd dau goi, cd co chdn, cd hong ciia minh
dwong nhw chang con mot chiit swc lwc nao nita.

Minh guc mdt. Thwce sw. Dung hon la, minh sé roi. Xuong tdn ddy dia
nguc.

“Ha... Haru...!”



Nho' Merry nhanh tay d6 lai nén Haruhiro van ¢6 thé tru dwoc, nhwng
cé 1€ rd't nhiéu viéc v&i cdu gior da la qua stee roi... Co 1€... hay thuce sw... 1a
hoan toan qua strc.

Nhitng cwe khé cho dén gior phiit nay la gi chik? Minh ¢ gdng dén hom
nay vi cdi gi? D6 la nhitng chuyén chdng ai them biét sao? Kiéu nhw “cé
roi thi lam sao hd”? Dii 6’ gdng bao nhiéu thi nhitng chuyén khong thé’ sé
van mdi la vo vong? Sau tdt cd thi ddy la tdp hop cia nhitng ké vo cong roi
nghé. Khong, nhwng ma, dd co ngwoi cin dén Ranta, Shihoru va Yume.
Ranta. Cdi tén Ranta do. Hon nita con la Renji. Vay nghia la gia tri cua
Haruhiro con xép dwdi Ranta, nghia 1a chinh Haruhiro m&i 1a ké vo tich su.
Merry ciing thé” sao? Nhwng Merry 1a tu si. Chging ndi gi cling sé ¢6 nguoi
moi. Lu6n ton tai sy chénh 1éch 4p ddo gitra nhu cau dao tic va tu si. Phia
tred'c Haruhiro t&1 sdm. Mot man dém den kit. Cdu dang lac trong bong td1.

“Oai...” Kuzaku nhin quanh mét Ivgt va nhiu may. “C6 vé bay gio
khong phai lic d€ quyét dinh cho t6i vao doi hay khong nhi?”

Phdi day. Chudan khong cdn chinh. Khong phdi liic cho chuyén do dau.

“... Xin 16i. Cam on Merry.” Haruhiro 1ui ra xa khoi Merry va thé ra

Gio thi...

Lam gi ddy nhi? Tw nay vé sau. Phdi nght cdch tw than vdn dong. Cdi
do nhi? Ngay tw dau minh cé hop lam linh tinh nguyén ddu, hay chuyén
qua tho thii cong hodc gi do? Xin lam dé tir chc“;ng han. Nghe chwng sé vat
vd, nhwng minh ciing chdng thé di buon. Néu cham chi can mén thi roi dau
ciing s€ vao dé. Co that bai thi ciing khong vong mang, dé thé phét, so voi
hién gio .

“O, c6 nguyén vong gia nhap a?” Ranta nhin chim chdm Kuzaku ttr dau
toi chan. “Thanh ki si ha? Ra la vay.”

“Ho6...” Yume khong hi€u sao lai gd bdp bdp vao vai va canh tay cua
Kuzaku, nhw d€' ki€m tra d6 cirng. “Thanh ki si cu thé’lam gi vay?”

“... Thi ki€u, chi€én ddu v&i mot thanh gwom?” Kuzaku ap ung tra 1oi.
“R6i thi cling st dung dwoc ma phap anh sang, biét chut it vé thuat chtra
thwong. Mbi t0i khong ti chira dwoc cho ban than minh. Tiép do 1a tw vé
bang khién chfmg han.”

“Nghia la 1am dwece cdi ni cdi nd cling nhiéu ha?” Yume hdi.



“Cdini? A... Sao nhi? Téi thd’y ciing khéng nhiéu dén the"”

“...Co ban, la Tank [Chju don]... a?”

Nghe Shihoru rut ré hoi, Kuzaku gat dau mot cich mo’ h'o.

“Pai khai la nhw thé” daYy.”

“Ching 1o rang gi cd.” Ranta tho 15 xi mot ci.

“Né&u mudn vao t6 ddi thi phai lam rd chuyén doé ra, chir khong thi bon
nay biét dwong nao ma danh gia.”

“0..7

Mit Merry ddo vong vong nhin hé&t bén nay sang bén no.

DAu 6c¢ Haruhiro lic ndy van con lang 1ang nhuw trén may. Cau nght c6
gi d6 quai la, nhwng r6t cudc la cai gi la thi ciu cling chang rd nira.

“Hwm?” Ranta nhin Haruhiro nghi hodc. “Cai gi ha? Bd dang may trong
nyc cwoi qud, e tém tém...”

“... Khong, cdi gi la... sao, ma tao khong mudn bi ndi 1a tdm, ttr mom
may.

“Chi la tao thd'y may t&m nén bao 1a todm thoi. Néu khong mudn bi goi
la to'm thi ¢6” d€ dwng trong tdm nhw thé nira.”

“Tém hay khong tém n6 ciing chi la y kién chi quan, ma... KHONG
PHAI CHUYEN bO?”

“Sao ha?”

“O kia!? Khong, thi tai... may dwgrc Renji mei con gi? Con Shihoru va
Yume thi dwoe Kajiko chiéu mo? Moi ngwoi vi the ma t&¢i mudn, nén tém
lai 1a...”

“Xin 10i nha...”

Khoanh khic Yume néi 10 xin 16i, Haruhiro da nghi... gud nhién la vdy.
Haruhiro khong thé khong nghi thé’, va d6 ciing la lya chon duy nha't cta
cau. Thay khong?

Thay khong? Ro chiwa nao? Két cuc la nhw vay dd’y Minh da chuan bi
tinh than don nhdn’no’ nén sé on thoi. Du thwe ra chang co chuan bi tinh
than gi cd, ciing chang on chiit nao!

“Yume 4y, néi that 13, dwoc chinh bé Kajiko moi nén din do 18m
nha....”



“Ciling phai.” Haruhiro ndn ra mé6t nu cwoi. “Kajiko cor ma, mdt ngwoi
noi ti€ng.”

“... Ching t& da tré nén rat than thi€t,” Shihoru co rim nguwoi lai. “...
Chj &y nghi cho bon t&, k€ rat nhiéu chuyén, diéu kién cling t6't nira...”

“Renji bdo 12 toi s& tré nén hitu dung da’y. Hin con nghiém chinh goi
t6i bang tén, khong phai 1a ‘@au xi’! Ranta...” Ranta ha giong, c6 1& dang
c6 tinh bit chudc Renji nhwng chi khi€n khudn mét cdu ta tré nén 16 bich.
“May s€ tré nén hiru dung... Nhw thé” d@y! Huaa hahahahahahahahaha! Ké
nao hi€u thi s€ ludn hi€u, ding khong? Hi€u dwoc tai nang sang choi cia
tao ay!”

“Chéic vay.” Haruhiro nheo mét. “La th&. U. Tao khong th& phat huy
dwoc nang lyc cia may nhi. La nhw thé phai khong...?”

“U. Renji ciling n6i ddy. Rang Haruhiro s& khong thé& phat huy dwoc
nang lyc cua tao.”

“..Vaya?’

Haruhiro nghi€n rang. Renji 1a ngwoi da nhanh chéng thu thap nhan sy
hitu dung, 1ap nén D41 Renji va bang bang ti€n 1en trén “dai 16 ngbi sao™.
Loi ctia Renji 1a thir cdu chang th€ nao phan bién. Haruhiro khong hé ¢6 tw
cha't thich hop ciia mot tha linh. Di minh la ké hieu diéu do ro nhat, dén
mikc dw thira.

“Chuyén la th€&’, nén dén ca tao day ciing da phai nghi ngoii mudén dién
cai dau ne.” Ranta khé choc, hodc n6i dung hon 1a phat vao vai Haruhiro.
“Liéu ma bi€t on vao nhé, Parupiroooo!”

“Pau... H, gi co...? Bi€t on 4? Vi céi gi?”

“H? Vi tao ddy, dai nhan Ranta! Pa quyét dinh & lai voi t6 doi day?
Pay la ldc d€ may cam ddng, bi€t on, hay khéc di khoc di em, tudn hin ba
lit nwrére mét cho tao.”

“0...”

“Yume v&i Shihoru ciing vdy.” Yume co co hai bén ma. “Tui Yume da
tran tré rat nhiéu. Hai dia cling ban bac v&i nhau. Thye 1ong ma néi nha,
Yume khong ty tin, chfmg bi€t tui minh c6 that sy ti€p tuc dwoc khdng nira.
Ctt nhurr vy miét biét dau s& khién moi nguwdi gip ric 16 thi sao, Yume s¢r
diéu d6 1&m. Cho t&i tan sang nay, Yume vin mong lung khong biét phai
lam gi.”



“... M6t minh t& thi khong quyét dinh dwoc viée gi ca...” Shihoru kéo
sup chi€c mil phap sw xudng. “... Ban than nhw thé nay thyc sy rat tham
hai. T& con nghf ring... chang & dau ¢6 chd trd chan danh cho t&... khong
c6 mot dira nhw t& s€ t6t hon... TG nhw thé nay thi liéu ¢ the hd tror moi
ngudi khong... N&u tiép tuc v&i t8 doi ndy, khong c6 quyét thm thi chang
lam dwgc gi... Con néu chen chan vao gitra nhirng ngwoi that manh thi biét
dau lai dé so'ng hon nhiéu...”

“Vay nhung Yume va Shihoru d3 quyét dinh roi.” Yume siét chit nim
dam. “Ring tui Yume s& tiép tuc & day, t& ddi c6 Manato, c6 Moguzou, ¢
Haru va moi ngwoi. Ca4 Yume 14n Shihoru déu tirng mudn chay tron, tong
tha’y rat kho s¢. Nhwng né€u tr6n tranh thi Yume bi€t sau nay minh s€ hoi
hén, v&i lai, qua nhién 1a... Yume khong mudn roii xa moi ngwosi.”

“B... Ba bi gi th&¢?” Gd m4 Ranta bdng dwng tng dd. “Binh thwong thi
c6 thai d6 d6 nhwng hod ra lai tinh cdm d&€n mirc nay a? V&i t6i...”

“Di nhién, tuy Ranta nhw ki€u hang ting kem vay dé.”

“Ai la hang tang kém ha d6 dan! To6i lai tom mdng ba va bop that lyc
bay gio’. Ngoc!”

“Bién thdi! Ranta tham chi con khong bang hang ting kém. Té hai hon
rac rudi!”

Yume va Ranta lai da@u khau y hét nhw moi khi.

Haruhiro va Merry quay sang nhin nhau. Merry mang vé mét nhw th€
van chwa tin ndi, khong 6 minh dang tinh hay mo. Haruhiro c¢6 1€ cling
vay.

“T¢ bao...”

Shihoru cdi dau rd't manh, nhw d6 ngwoi vé phia trede, khi€n chi€c mi
rol ludn xuong da't. Shihoru lu6ng cudng nhat 1€n doi lai roi cii dau thém
[an nwra.

“... Xin 18i. Vi da phan van nhw vdy. Nhung... vi t& khong mudn noi
d6i... B&i to nghi, néu c¢ d€ moi thr mu mo, thi nha't dinh mét ngay nao
dé, n6 s€ sinh ra nhirng mép méo, hodc c6 th€ ndi la... nhirng chuyén khdng
hay... T¢ cho rang minh phai néi ra moi thir ma khong gidu giém... bao
g0m ca sy yéu dudi ciia minh... néu khong thi t& s€ chéng the ti€n vE€ phia
truoec...”



Ranta khit mui, khoanh tay roi quay mat di. “C6 co hdi thang tién treo
lang lang treéc mét thi mudn dép 13 18 dwong nhién ma. Ba xin 15i cdi gi
vay?”’

Haruhiro van c0. “Thé tai sao may lai bd qua co hdi bau bé dé ha
Ranta? Chi can mudn la may sé dwore vao to ddi ciia Renji co ma.”

“D€ tién lén. Pwong nhién roi con gi?”

“Tao chgng hi€u y may...”

“Khong hi€u ha? May dan that da’y. Nay nhé. D€ cho ai d6 kéo minh 1€n
hay ra 1énh ‘theo tao” ma lai cun cit di sang do thi c6 y nghia gi ha? V&i tao
thi ki€u d6 chang phai ti€n trién hay cai qudi gi hét. Ty minh bo 1én n6 méi
thd, nha! Chinh thé’ méi 1a ‘ti€n Ién’. ‘Tién 1én” dich thyc. DA hi€u chwa?”

“... Ciling hoi hoi.”

“Khong phai hoi hoii ma hiéu toan b6 di! Pai loai 1a cdi ga Renji, hay
Kenji, hay Geji Geji gi d6 bao s€ kéo tao 1én y, ngao man qua di. Gid str ¢6
cai vu kéo ai d6 2y ma, chang phai s€ 1a tao sao? Tém lai! Tao s€ dwa tui
bay tién 1én mot, hai bac! Pdm cic ngudi hiy cd ging dirng 1am xau mit
toi. D6 1a nghia vu cda tui bay dé! Cau tra lovi 1a YES? OR!? YES?”

“Yes, hay, Yes?” Yume ph'ong ma va biu méi. “Néi vdy nhw nhau ca.”

“Bai ding 1a thé” d6.”

“...Om...” Kuzaku ti chi vao minh. “Con t6i thi sao?”

“Al them bi€t chr!?” Ranta lam ddng tac trong nhw 14t tung thung rac.
“Tao chang ranh d€ quan tam dé€n mot cdi sao dau!”

“Thanh ki s 2?” Yume nhiu 16ng may thanh hinh chw bat. “Hmm...”

“... Cling tai, dwong dot qua...” Shihoru c¢6 vé khong dinh nhin Kuzaku.

Ranta chic vin 4m ¢ vé van dé cach biét chiéu cao. Yume va Shihoru
cé 1€ khong biét phan rng sao v&i loi d€ nghi ba't ngo nay. Ca Merry,
ngwoi dwong nhw da ¢d chuyén gi dé v&i Kuzaku, cling khong t& vé man
ma. Con Haruhiro thi khdng mu6n lam phirc tap céi tinh hinh chi vira méi
dwore dan x&€p on thoa.

“Kuzaku. Tuy c6 16i v&i cau nhwng ding 1a...”

“Lam on.”

Kuzaku cui thap, that thap than hinh to 1én. Khi cdu ta chong tay 1&€n
hai dau gdi, nira than trén gip thanh mot géc hon chin mwoi dd, tw thé ay



cé stre ép khd nang né.

“... T6i xin moi ngwoi ddy. T6i khong hé nho va voi thai dd nia voi
dau. D6 1a nhirng loi gan rudt, tuy 1a theo ki€u cda toi.”

“Kiéu d6 ma ciing thanh gan rudt dwoc 4?” Ranta cudi ra ding miii v&i
vé ché& nhao. “D€ song sét thi budc phai kiém tién. Nhung ciing ching
ki€m chac dwore néu chi ¢6 mot minh phai khong? Bon tao gior cheatng co
Tank [Chiu don], néi vé trinh do thi ding la thap cia thap. May nghi né€u
mudn nhip bon thi chi ¢6 bon tao d6ng y thoi chir gi?”

“... Khdng phai the&"”

“Vay thi la gi ha?”

“T6i mudn dwoee vao ddi cac cau.” Kuzaku chi ngang mat 1én, nhin vao
mét Haruhiro bang thdi d6 danh cho ngwdi ¢ vi the trén minh. “Tdi da
quan sat cac cau & Dead Head. Thuyc long toi nghi cac cdu hoan toan chaalng
manh chit nao. Thadm chi con ¢6 cam gidc khong dang tin cdy. Vdy ma cac
cdu lai ctru chuing téi, va t&i cudi cung da chi€n dd'u & hang tién phong.
Liic d6 toi sip chét nén chi nhé mang mdng, nhung t6i nghe dwoc nhiéu
thtt, chdng han nhu giong néi clia cdc cau. Toi nghi moi nguwdi rat dinh.
Néu la ki€u nhin da thA'y manh thi dé hi€u thoi, nhung moi nguoi khong
nhw thé ma lai chi€n ddu dwoc dé€n vay. Ngau that. B&i tdi da nghi minh s€
ctr th&” ma chét, nén t6i muén dwerc mot fan chién ddu dliing cam nhu may
ciu. Toi ty hdi sao minh cr ludén qua loa, hoi hot. Néu t6i nghiém tic hon
thi da tot roi. Toi nghi nhwe vay day, trong khi nghe giong ndi ciia moi
nguwdi. Toi chic maAm minh s& chét, nhung khi mé& mét ra, téi van con song.
Pong d6i déu chét ca, chi con m6t minh tdi trén ¢6i dovi nay.”

Haruhiro khong the nhin tranh di dworc.

... Chét tiet!

Tén nay nghiém tiic.

CAu ta dang na thé)ing cam xuc cua ban than vao cd nhém Haruhiro, dac
biét 1a cau. Haruhiro khong th€ d6i dap trot quot dwgre. NEu tir chdi s€ can
phai ¢c6 mot 1i do chinh dang, m6t y chi manh mé twong xirng véi sw chan
thanh do6 cda cau ta.

Co khong nhi? Mot Ii do du thuyét phuc dé’ gat bo Kuzaku?

CAu ta kho wa vi mdt 1i do nao d6? Hay van con qud sodm vi Moguzou
ma't chwa dwoc bao 1au? Chung d6 li€éu ¢6 dua d€ Kuzaku chdp nhan khong



nhi? C¢ cho 1a dwece thi liéu Haruhiro ¢6 th€ thuyét phuc chinh ban than
minh?

“Ngau, a?”

Ranta dwa ca hai tay 1én vO mdi t6¢c quan ty nhién roi nhe rang cuwoi.
Trong céu ta c6 vé chaamg tha’y di€u gi khong On, hay néi ding hon 1a khudn
mit 16 rang dang dic y.

“O' r6i? Nghe dwoc sy that dung nhe n6 von vay ciing chgng vui vé gi
dau nha? Riéng chuyén thdy dwoc sy oai phong cua tao thi tao ddy cong
nhin may ctiing cé twong lai.”

“Khong, t61 khong néi ri€ng ciu, ma la cac ciu.”

“Purng ¢6 pha nhan chd do! Khéng dinh di! Nhu the 1o rang s€ tot hon
cho ca hai phia ma!”

“... T nghi,” Shihoru rut ré I&n ti€ng, “chiing minh can mot Tank dang
hoang.”

“Phai d6.” Yume khoanh tay va gat dau lia lia. “Ranta ma lam Tank thi
ding 1a tham hoa. Phai tim c4ch khdac thoi.”

Haruhiro quay sang tham do thai d§ cua Merry. “... Con Merry?”

Merry cau may va hoi cin vanh méi. “... N&u diéu dé can thiét vdi t&
doi thi to cling khdng c6 gi phan doi...”

“Cé diéu!” Ranta xia ngén trd vé phia Kuzaku. “Cung 1dm chi 1 gia st
thoi, gia sit! Trong thoi gian thir thach, n€u nhw may khong phu hop véi
trinh d6 ctia chiing tao, hodic may hoan toan khong thé bét kip bon tao, hoic
may khong hi€u dwoe nhirng cau chuyén cwoi cha't lwgng cao cua tao, hodc
may khong sung bdi va phuc tung tao, hodc khi phat sinh du ki€u van dé
ma may khong bi€t cach gidi quyét, tao sé tong khir may. Tong khir ngay
tirc khic! Hi€u chwa?”

“May dwng c6 ty quyét dinh thé chir...?”

“Li&m mom qud, Haruhiro! Tao phai quyé&t dinh cho may vi may chaalng
c6 chinh kién gi ca! Tw nay vé sau, may ma khong quyét doan la tao sé xw
I hét ching chit ngan ngai cho coi! Chuéh bj tinh than sin di nhé!”

“Nhu th€’, khong dwoc!” Yume bam vao Haruhiro. “Haru phdi virng
vang Ién! D€ Ranta 1am moi thir tuy thich thi siéu t€ ludn d6! Yume khong
chiu dwoc dau!”



Shihoru gio tay. “T¢ cling vay.”

Merry cling gat dau dong tinh.

“Gi day, may cai dira nay!” Ranta la hét vang nwde bot tung toé. “Toi
lam vay d¢€ khich 1é tén khdn Paruporo ngdc nghéch, ludm thudm, té€ hai,
ngo nghéch nay day...!”

“Tao biét ma.” Haruhiro xoa cam. “Piéu d6 thi tao hiéu.”

“... Th... Th&’ha? Hi€u r6i thi, thoi...”

“Nhung tao nghi cdch néi clia may qud 13 c6 vadn dé. Tuy ring v&i
trerong hop cia may, vi tie dau da c6 khi€m khuyét trong tinh cach r'oi, nén
danh phai chiu vay.”

“On qud! Cam miéng vao! Thiét tinh! Khong chiu ndi!”

Mic ké cho Ranta lam loan, Haruhiro ca't ti€ng goi: “Kuzaku.” Kuzaku
van dang cti gap ngudi, dd don 4nh mat vé phia Haruhiro. Hod ra cdu ta la
mot ga trung thwe dén khong ngo. Chc%ng biét noi thé’nao day. Khong biét
vé nhau ciing la chuyén hién nhién thoi. Tw gio hiéu dan ciing dwoc. Néu
ciing nhau dong hanh hdn sé tw nhién nhin thdy ré rang moi thit... C6 thé
bao gém cd viéc tieng xdy ra giita cdu ta va Merry. A khong, chuyén do ké
di. Minh phdi suy nght rach roi chuyén do’i tw voi cong viéc.

“Tuy khong phai céi tinh huéng gia st ma Ranta vira néi, nhwng toi
nghi thoi gian dau chic chén sé& kha khé khin. Cau 12 mot thanh kij si va s&
dam nhiém vai tro Tank [Chiju don] nén ganh ning lon 18m day. Nhat dinh
s€ va't va vO cung. Co the s€ dén ldc ciu thay du lam gi ciing vo vong. Nhw
the€ liéu c6 dwoec khong?”

“Puore. Vay la da voi t6i roi.”

“Pa hi€u. Thé thi, chao mwng ciu gia nhap.”

Khi Haruhiro chia tay phai ra, cu6i cung Kuzaku ciing chiu tré veé tw
th& cii d& ndm 18’y tay cu. Tuy to 1&n va xwong xau nhwng ban tay 4y dem
lai cAm gidc vd cung mém mai. Thé nay cd chiit... khong di rdn chdc,
ching may ddng tin. C6 thé’ ndi la khong ra ddng Tank cho Idm. Liéu ¢6 on
khong day. Hon nira, mic di Haruhiro di tha 1éng nhung sao Kuzaku van
chwa chiu budng tay ra the?

“... Nay. Cau tha tay t6i ra dwoc khong?”
“A, xin 16i.”



“Khong, cling khong phai 16i TAm gi...”

“Hoan ho!” Ranta chi vé hudng Bic. “Vay 1a dén ldc xudt phdt nhi!
Nhan tién, ching ta vin chwa quyét dinh di dau ding khong!? To6i ¢ y
twdng nay! Mét bai san m&i phit hgp v&i ching ta, danh ddu buwde chuyén
minh vi dai, d€ c6 mot sy khéi dau lai my man trong ngay hom nay. Next-
Generation-New-Spirit-Hunting-World!"...1”

Yume ngoeo mudn sdi ¢0. “Hoan tinh qudc?”

“...Yu... Yume...” Shihoru kéo tay Yume.

“Ho? Shihoru, sao thé?”

“... Kh... Khong bi€t phai néi sao ntra...”

“Chd d6 & dau thé?”

Nghe Kuzaku hdi v&i giong diéu nghe ¢6 vé 18y lam phién, Ranta ben
cwoi ha ha.

“Nghe r'6i thi dirng ¢ ma kinh ngac nhé! D6 1a Wonder Hole...!”



13. DU di bwé
- DUNGg dung buoc

ua 6 1€ diéu cén thi€t d6i v&i nhom Haruhiro bay gio 1a dat chan toi
mot dia di€fm mdi ma cd bon chwa ting biét dén.

Pam Haruhiro ton tai nhw loai con truing bam viu 18y vung Bién canh
Grimgar, chang th& bay di ddu bdi vi khong c6 canh. Nhung may mén 1a ca
bon van ¢6 chan. Bon ciu ¢6 the budc di d€ ti€n 1én phia tredc. Néu c
tiép tuc di, tredc mét s& mé ra nhitng canh twong chua tirng thay. Dudi
bau trovi vo tan, mat da't dwong nhw ciing trai rong khdng cé di€ém tin cung.
Ca bon cam thdy minh ¢6 th€ di dwge t&i ba't cir novi dau.

Thuec tinh, mdi khi nghi ring phdi ching minh s& lai phdi lui t&i khu
thanh c¢ti Damurou hay mé Cyrene, Haruhiro ludn thd’y long ning triu. Dau
vay, ho chgng ¢é lra chon nao khic. Néu dinh tw ti dan xép va ki€m chac
mot cdch ddm bao thi 1o rang twr tAng mot tdi tAng ba clia mod Cyrene 1a hop
1f hon ca. Haruhiro da nghi nhw véy.

Bén than ciu thdy fam nhin ctua minh that han hep. RO rang cd nhom
dang di vao ngo cut, vy ma cdu con chaamg chiu lam cai vi€éc thu thdp thong
tin.

Haruhiro budc phai dau don nhin nhan ban than 1a mot ké tfdm thwong.
Trong vai tro dao tdc hay linh tinh nguyén da danh, nhwng ngay ca voi tw
cach mot con ngwoi, ciu cling qua nhat nhoa, khéng c6 kha niang twdng
twong. Cau chi ¢6 thé nhin moi vt theo cdch thong thwdng nhat chi ching
th& khién 6c sdng tao bay cao bay xa. N6i rang cdu 1a ngudi thuc & ludn
ding virng hai chan trén mat da't nghe c6 vé hay ho, nhwng chwa ban dén
viéc cdu khong th€ c6 mot bwde nhdy vot, ciu thim chi con chwa nghi t&i
chuyén thir bat Ién mot chait.

Ba&i vay, 161 suy nghi quai di cua Ranta that vo cing dang quy. Pam dau
chay theo suy nghi ctia Ranta thi it t&, nhung can phai cAn nhéc st dung
mot cach hop Ii nhitng ¥ twdng ctia Ranta, thir ma Haruhiro chfing th€ nghi
ra.
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“Puworc roi...! Hoang mac Kazahaya...! Ya huuuuuuuuuuuu...!

Di nhién dii ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra Haruhiro ciing nhit quyét khong bét
chudc diéu bd d& hoi kia\cﬁa Ranta. Cau ta hwdng vé phia Kazahaya va to
moOm ho hét y nhue mdt thang ngo'.

“Yahoo00000000! Haloo00000000000! Kazahayaaaaa! Oa
hahahahahaha! Qua dinh! Phan khich qua nay! Gwahahahahaha!”

“T6i hdéi mot cau dwoe khong?” Kuzaku nhin Haruhiro, tay chi vao
Ranta. “Ban Ranta!®!, nhw the 12 binh thwong ha?”

“Om...”

“0...”

“H?” Ranta quay phét ntra than trén vé phia hai nguoi. “Gi vay? C6
phai tui bay vwra ndi xa'u tao khéng?”

“Khong c6.” Kuzaku dap tinh bo. “Ban Ranta dj that ddy. T6i néi ¢6
vay thoi.”

“Ghaaaaa! La dang khen d6 ha? Quy hi€m van tug!”

Moi ngwoi ngac nhién dén can loi, con Ranta lai ¢6 vé vui.

Dung la mét tén hanh phiic. Nhwng, cing phdi, & mdt khong gian
thodng dang thé nay, cdm gidc dwoc gidi phong cwc ki manh liét.

Duong nhw ca Yume, Shihoru 13n Merry ndy gior déu chim dim trong
canh sic nguy nga tring 1&, d&n ndi khdng thd't ndi thanh 1.

T Phéo dai quan sat Dead Head cdch Alterna sau kilomét vé phia Béc,
tiép tuc di 1én phia Béc bing qua nhitng khu ring thwa chitng mot tiéng
ddng h'6, bon ciu budc ra mdt thao nguyén chi c6 theé néi 1a ménh mdng vo
tan.

Khong bi€t c6 phai vi qua thong thodng hay khong, ma gié thoi cuc
manbh.

C4i tén Hoang mac Kazahayal®! c6 18 ciling bit ngudn tir d6.

B Du goi 12 “hoang mac” nhung canh sic & day chzatng c6 vé hoang tan.
An twong né mang lai 12 thdm thién nhién van con nguyén ven.

Thoat nhin, noi ddy 12 mot thdo nguyén bang phealng, nhung thye ra van
¢6 cly than gd. Ciing khong phai khong ¢4 nhitng chd nhap nhd. Co diéu,
khong gian qud rong 1on khién cho nhitng ciy than gb trong ciing chi nhw



may canh ¢ veon cao, va nhitng ngon d6i nhod 1én khong dang k& thi nim
trong pham vi sai s0.

Khong biét hoang mac nay kéo dai t&i ddu nhi? Phai chang né chaalng co
di€m dwng?

“Hwem...” Ranta gio’ tay ngang trdn nhin ddy nhin d6 r6i ngoeo c0.
“Nhwng ma khong cé dong vat hay gi d6 nhi? Pang ra phéi ¢6 ch?”

“O'nhi...”

Haruhiro ciing mét nhin quanh. C4u khdng trong thd’y béng ddng gidng
sinh vat s6ng nao, chir dirng néi d&€n con ngwoi. N6i 1a ki qudi thi noi nay
ding 1a ki qudi that.

“Hay bon ching tron roi? Khong... cling chaalng c6 ma’y chd tron duwoc
quanh day...”

“Ha!” Yume nhoi ngwoi 1€n, chi tay tit vé phia xa. “Co céi gi kia...!”

“O?” Haruhiro ddnh mét vé hwong tay Yume chi. «“.Odau?”’

“C6 1€ nao...” Shihoru thi thao.

“Cai kia 47” Merry dwong nhw cling da phat hién ra.

“A...” Kuzaku hoi nhin mit. “Mét toi, khéng dwoc 5t 18m.”

“Cii gi!? O’ ddu ha!?” Ranta lai bit d4u on 20. “Pau? O’ dau!? Sao 10
khong thdy nhi!? May ba ¢6 nham khong!? Ao gidc chir gi!? Bén t6i ma
con khong thay thi chic chén... Khoan... Whoaaaaaaaaaa...!? C4i d6 ha!?”

“:(A)...” Haruhiro cling da nhin ra cdi ma c¢6 vé moi nguoi dang dé cép
t&i. O phia bén kia lum cdy hay thi gi A’y nam cach bon cdu kha xa. C6 céi
gi d6. Cii gi 1a cdi gi? Chi bi€t ddy la cdi gi do thi vo tac dung, nhung du
sao khoang cach ciling 1a teong d6i xa nén cling khdng thé khang dinh diéu
gl.

“Cai do...”

“VAat song, phai khong...?” Ranta nheo mét lai bing soi chi. “ffm, tao
cling c6 cdm gidc né dang chuyén dong, nén chic 13 vat séng roi...”

“Pang di chuyén d6.” Yume V€ co’ ban, hodc néi ding hon, thue sy la
mot the sin. Sau khi miét mai luyén tdp ki thudt bdn cung, hinh nhw mét cd
c6 kha nang nhin xa hon ta't thay moi nguoi. “... Pang ¢ dong, hay nén néi
1a, ¢6 1€ n6 dang di bd?”

“... D1 bd?”’ Shihoru gan nhwr bam chat vao cay giy.



“Thé& 1a, di bang hai chan...?”

“Cao gay...” Merry thi thao.

Trong mét Haruhiro, thi# d6 trong nhw céi béng thudn dai hon 1a cao
gay. Chi it 1a n6 c¢6 vé khong phai quai thi bdn chan.

“Nhwng ma...” Haruhiro I€n ti€ng.

Bui cay ding kia.

Véan dé la cdi bui cdy & tred'c mat thir do... ¢6 that 1a bui cay khong?
B&i vi, bui ciy d6 ciing cdch chd nay khd xa. Goi 12 bui cdy ding khong
nhi? Phai chang n6 1a m6t khu rieng novi nhirng than cdy v&i chiéu cao dang
k€ x&p canh nhau?

Nhén tién ndi ludn, da't nh6 1én bén dwdi va toan bo khu ring & trén
cao.

C6 nghia la thik do dang bude di & phia bén kia khu ring trén d6i.

Haruhiro trog'n mét.

“Thtr d6!? Ch... Chfmg phéi qué to sao!?”

“Udy!” Ranta nhdy giat i vé sau mot cach khoa treong. “D... Ping
that! Nghi m&i tha'y né to khiing khié&p!”

“Con nguei...” Yume 1lam bam. “... Cdi d6 4. Yume trong nhw 1a, né cé
hinh dang con nguoi y...”

“Khong...” Kuzaku cwoi kho sé. “Chuyén d6, khong c6 dau.”

“Ngwoi khong 16.” Merry thap giong néi. “T¢ ting nghe ndi hoang
mac Kazahaya la noi cwe ngu cia ngwoi khong 16.”

“U00000000000000000000000000000000000...!"

Ranta ba't ngo’ khum hai tay tred’c miéng lam loa phong thanh r'6i réng
1én.

May lam cdi gi thé thang kia?

Trué’g khi Haruhiro kip bat bé Ranta, Merry da nén vao sau dau ciu ta
mdt cud bang cdy doan tregng.

“Gru... Ba lam cai gi vy ha, Merry, d6...!”

“Cau bi dién ha!?”

“Ha!? Dién chd nao!? Hu! CO nhan day 1a chi ¢ dira dién mdi di néi
ngwoi khac dién day.”



“Thé& cau dinh lam gi n€u nguoi khong 106 t¢i day ha?”

“Pén ldc d6 roéi tinh! Lam gi ma cr s6n son 1én! C6 t6i & day roi con
gi! b61 phwong ma c¢6 y dinh chién thi chi can ha guc l1a xong hét.”

“H6...” Yume lui lai. “Cé... c6 v¢é la... ga... gd khong I'6 y... hinh nhu...
d... dng lai roéi...”

“Chay th6i!” Ranta viing chay trwdc khi kip hét xong.

Kuzaku d&ng hinh. “... Tr& mat nhanh that.”

“Cau ta 1a ngwoi nhu thé” d6.” Shihoru thé dai.

“Ch... Chay thoi!” Haruhiro ha't tay thdc giuc moi ngwoi di chuyén.

Bong lwng cua Ranta chi con bé xiu. T6c dd chay tron that khong the
xem thwong.

Haruhiro d€ Yume, Shihoru, Kuzaku va Merry chay triedc r'6i méi theo
sau. CAu tht ngodi lai dit van khong dung buwdc. Ga khong I'6 da tién lai
gan chwa? C6 phdi hin khong di chuyén? Haruhiro khong ddm chéic v&i
£Am nhin han ch& clia minh. Nhung vi khong c6 cdm gidc di bd xa hin, nén
ba sdu k& chudn la thwong sach.

Vé phia Tay.

Ve phia Tay.

Chay that xa v€ phia Tay.

Cach day khoang ba muwoi lam kilomét vé phia Tay la can ct Tién
donl'%l Pong C6 Pdc chia quan ddi ving Bién canh. Cin cit Tién d'on
bong C6 DPoc tng 1a cir di€m cua Poi Xich Xa phu trach tiéu diét Thanh
luy c6t thép Riverside trong chién dich Song Pdu Xa ngay trwdec. Tuy goi
la cidn ck, nhing ngoai nhirng nguwoi ¢6 lién hé véi quan doi Bién canh,
vung nay c6 ra't dong cw dan sinh sdng, nén né hau nhi mang dién mao cta
mot thi trin binh thwdng. Nghe néi 167 vao Wonder Hole ndm g4n cin cit
Tién don BDong Co6 Poc.

Haruhiro cham mit Merry khi co ciing vira chay vira ngodi lai.

Tinh th& lic nay khong thé khglng dinh 1a ngwoi khong 16 vAn con dang
dudi. Vi khong budc phdi chay thuc mang nén bon ciu van ¢ stec néi vai
cau.

“A nay Merry, cdy truong...”

“« 7



“Sao th&? Khong phai céi trede ddy cAu van mang, ding khong?”

“A! Céinay la...”

Merry li&c nhanh ra ding treée. N&u Haruhiro khong nham, thi c¢6 18 1a
vé hwdng Kuzaku.

“A...0m... t& ddnh mat roi...”

“Viy...a?”

“Ping ndo ciling t&i lic t& phdi mua cdi méi. C4i d6 khong hop thuc
chién 14m.”

“A... Cdi bay gi® c6 vé d& tan cong hon...?”

“Phai. Bung th€". Thi€t k€ don gidn hon cdi cii! Cdi nay hop lam vii khi
hon.”

“Thé thi that t6t vi da thay nhi.”

“Pung the".”

“Vay a? Tot roi. Tot roi. Hahaha...”

Cik nhw minh viea bi lira ngot xo't vdy. Nhwng ké’ cd thé thi rot cudc da
co chuyén gi giita co cAt,’y va Kuzaku? Minh mwong twong dwoc dai khdi,
nhwng dong tho'i lai chang mudn twong twong lam gi.

Ca doi co 1¢é da chay mot mach ching mwoi 1am hai mwoi phat gi do.
Yume khing khidng rdng minh van nhin th&y nguoi khong 16 & ding xa,
nhwng bon Haruhiro chang th€ xac nhan dwgrc. C6 vé tinh thé” da on r'oi nén
ca bon chuyén sang di bd.

K& tir ldc d6, bon ciu bat dau thong dong dao budc trén dong co.

Dja hinh thoat nhin kh4 bing phaamg, nhung tuy vj tri van ¢6 nhitng doan
map md, chd citng chd mém, nén lic thi d& budc ldc lai khé di, mét moi
ngoai dy kién.

Con dwong dan t&i ciin it Tién don Pong C6 Poc nghe bio nim dau
d6 quanh day, nhung bon Haruhiro van khong th€ tim ra né. Phrong hwdng
thi chic chidn khong sai, nhung ca dodi van c6 d6i phian lo ldng.

Chaalng may chdc, bon ciu bit dau tha'y béng ddng nhirng dan dong vat
day d6 trén dwong. Ban ndy khong tha'y ching dau chéc 1a tai gd khong 1'6.
Gia nira 12 dong vat in cd, nhung chic chin sé c6 ddm ddng vat dn thit rinh
rdp nhung con thd nay nén cling hoi ddng s¢’. Pwoc cdi Yume la tho san, da
dworc hoc vé ddng vat dén mot mirc dd nha't dinh nén bon c4u van tinh 1a c6



ki€n thirc. D dwong nhién s€ ¢é nhirng loai dong vat nguy hi€m & day,
nhwng dwong nhw khdng can phai lo s’ qué da.

V&i quang dwong khodang ba muroi lam kilémét, néu di véi véan td'c hon
bon kildbmét mot gior thi mat chwa tdi chin ti€ng 1a c¢6 the€ két thic hanh
trinh. Tuy khong phai ci bon khong cdm thiy rang minh c6 kha niing cin
dich ndi trong ngady hom nay, nhung tredc khi xud't phat, bon ciu véan
chuah bj sdn nhitng gi c4n thiét d€ cdm trai ngd ngoai troi. Vi 1& do, ca bon
roi Alterna khi da gén trwa, nén rd rang khong th€ hoan thanh viéc di
chuyén trong mot ngay dwoc nira.

Troi mdi ldc mot t61 di nén cd bon quyé&t dinh dyng Téu. N6i vay chi
thye ra chi 1a an Ivong kho roi trum chan ngu. Tuy bon cau ciing ban dén
chuyén dot Itra trai nhung viéc thu lwom vat liéu d€ dot c6 vé vat va nén k&
hoach d6 dwoc dep sang mdt bén.

Chfmg may chéc man dém da kéo xudng, phu kin Hoang mac
Kazahaya. Du vy, nho' mat trang dé hién htru trén bau troi nén khéng dén
ndi t0i den nhw myc. Tuy khong t&1 om hoan toan, nhung van ¢ cdm gidc
cuc ki bire béch.

T chiéu o1, gié dd y&u hon, t&i mitc bay gicr ¢6 the md ta ring gi6 chi
con thoang thodng.

Thu vat dang cat ti€ng kéu & dau dé. Nghe tha’y Am thanh nhw ti€ng hd
vong veé ti xa, Shihoru goi tén Yume va héi: “Nay... P6... 1a gi the’...?”

“Um... C6 1& 1a ché bom strng. S phu tirng bdo né 1a dong loai clia s6i,
thwong di sdn vao ban dém theo bay d6.”

“... Li€u chung... c6 tdn cong bon minh khong?”

“Khong chic nita. Sw phu thi néi ching khong tin cong con ngudi
nhiéu 14m dau.”

“...Khong... nhiéu 1dm...?” Shihoru t3 ra so’ sét.

“Sw phu dén 13, trong gidi tw nhién khong c6 gi la tuyét d6i cd, nén phai
ludn can trong do6.”

“... Khong c6 gi, la tuyét do1...”

“E hai dira kia...” Ranta c6 vé budn ngua. “Dtng c¢6 néi may chuyén giy
hoang mang dv ludn ntra di. Vi Shihoru 1a @6 thd d& ddy. Nhi, tho d&? Toi
noi dung khong?”



“... Udc gi bon ché bom strng tha mot minh Ranta di...”

“H4? Ba vua néi gi da’y? b6 thd d&?”

“... Té ching néi gi ca. Cdu 6n qué lam t& khong ngd dwoc, ¢6 the im
miéng gium khong...?”

“Vang vang vang vang. Biét, roi, a. Pang ndo tdi cling budn nga.
O4p...”

Vwra ngap xong mot cai rd to, Ranta da ngdy ngay 1ap tiec. Nhirng ldc
thé& nay, Haruhiro thd’y hoi ghen ti voi sy mat day may dan qua mirc cla
Ranta.

Merry yén lang. Kuzaku cling vay. Khong bi€t ho ngt roi hay thé nao.
Shihoru tré minh t&i ma’y Ian nén ¢6 vé 1a khong ngd dwoc. Yume dang cat
ti€ng thd déu déu.

Pém cang mudn thi mit Haruhiro lai cang tré nén thao 1do0. B&i vi, ci
thi thoang cu lai nghe thay ti€ng hd cua ch6é bom swng, roi 1au l1au lai ¢6
cam gidc nhw th gi d6 dang chuyén dong tr mot khoang cach khong xa
14m. Tuy khéng qud nghiém trong nhweng thé nay thi ai ma ngii yén cho néi.

Nhung cling khéng the€ vi the’ ma lam Am 1én danh thirc cac d6ng doi
dang say ngti, nén cau chi con cdch nim im mot chd va gio thét trong long,
S... 8¢ qud di, sor chét mat, thdt day.

Thé& r'6i, sy viéc mang tinh quy€t dinh ciing xay ra. Khdng phai ti€ng hu
ctia ché bom swng. Cau nghe thdy ti€ng dong ra't vang, tram thap, gidng
nhv “gaooo...”

Goi la giong kéu thi ding hon 1a ti€ng ddng. Thi an thit. Tuy chi mang
mang nhwng ciu dodn né 1a loai vat to 1on ho meo.

C6 cam giac né dang & kha gan. Haruhiro ruing minh, va lai mot ti€ng
“g2000...” nra vang lén.

Nguy roi! Nguy roi nguy roi nguy roi nguy roi nguy roi! No dang dén
né dang dén. Con gan hon cd ban ndy nita. Oi gici i gioi 6i gioi! N6 dén
dé’dn tui minh hd? Bita dn ciia né day sao? Minh sdp bi dn a? Bdy gio phdi
lam thé’ nhi? Nén ddnh thiec moi ngwoi ddy phdi khong? Hay ndi diing hon
la khong goi cd ddm ddy thi chét dé. Nhwng ma ndy, chdng phdi néi minh
dong ddy sé bi tan cong a? Noi cdch khdc do thanh cdi co cho né vo toi?
Bdy gio chwa phdi lic? Nén quan sdt tinh hinh? Chc%ng biét nira. Sé thé
nao day? Lam gi moi diing? Ma minh co civ dong dworc ddau. Minh s¢ chét



khiép. Khong khong khong. No co the’ sé xo'i tdi tui minh trong liic minh con
i ra thé’nay. Haruhiro dinh rit dao gam va dui cui ra. Minh cé nén dikng ddy
trwoc khong? Nhwng diing la minh cdm thdy hanh déng mau meé con nguy
hiém hon nhiéu. Néu ddy thi phdi thdt dwt khodt. Trwoc do phdi kiem tra
xung quanh. Haruhiro chi hoi ctt dong dau, sau dé 1a mét, d€ quan sit xung
quanh. Chc“;ng thay gi. Toi mu. Nhw hii nut. Toi thdt. Toi qud di. Trong
nhie... khong co gi. Vi t6i qud khong nhin dwoc nén ciing khong ddm noi
chdc. Cau dong tai 1én nghe. Lan t&i. Minh sé phdn dodn bang dm thanh ké
tiép. Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa, troi q, tiéng ngdy cia Ranta on ao qud. Giit yén
ldng chiit coi. Lam on di! Tiéng kéu. Van chiea, van chira vang lén a? Co
roi. Nghe thdy roi.

... Gaooo.

Nhé qud. Va lui ra xa? Dwong nhw la vdy. Nhwng van con qud som dé
co thé’an tam... Minh nght thé. Co Ié vdy.

Cau gang doi thém mdt chiit nhung mai van khong nghe tha’y 4m thanh
nao nira. Chic tam on réi. Ngay sau khi Haruhiro nhdm diy, Merry ciing tir
tw ng'di ddy theo.

“... Vwra r'oi... Ban ndy... C6 cai gi d@'y ding khong?”

“U... vm. C6. Merry nghe tha’y khong? Tiéng ctia n6 ay.”

“T... Té ¢6 nghe thdy. Sor qua...”

“U daYy, t&, t& cling... Ma moi nguoi déu ngt kho kho.”

“T¢& van chea ngt tf ndo...”

“A, t¢ ciing thé.”

Du gi thi troi cling t6i nén ca hai khong nhin rd mat nhau, nhung chéng
hi€u sao lai thdy budn cwoi, thé 1a hai dra cling cwoi xoa mot teo. Vira
m&i nghi bung: “Ra la thé’,” thi ti€ng hud cta bon ché bom swng lai vang 1én
khié&n ca hai déu giat thét minh.

“... Haru nghf tinh hinh da 6n chwa?”

Haruhiro suyt thi néi, & chiu... nhwng cau kip kim lai. “U. On ca ro6i.”

N

“.. Vaya”

“Sao cau khong ngi di? Té sé thirc cho t&i khi budn ngi. A... Ping ra
tr ddu nén phan cdng thay phién nhau canh chwng méi phai. Trong tinh
hudng thé& nay.”



“Phai day.”

“Théi, khi nao t& budn ngd khong chiu dwgrc ntra thi t& s€ danh thirc
Ranta hodc ai d6 sau.”

“Goi t¢ cling dworc.”

“U. C6 th&t& s& nhor.”

“Vay thi, chic ngti ngon.”

“Chiic cu ngd ngon... A, Merry nay...”

“Gico?”

“A thi...” Haruhiro 1&c d4u r'oi thd dai. “Xin 16i, t&’ quén mat minh dinh
noi gi roi.”

“Vay ha... Ngi ngon nhé.”

“f)’,”

Merry nim xuong. Haruhiro van ngdi nguyén. Khi ngwdc nhin mit
trang mau dd, chang hi€u sao ki (rc v€ Moguzou lai hién vé. Viéc khong the
gap Moguzou ntra ¢6 cam giac ki quédc, hon ca sy tréng trai hay dau buon.
Khong the’ nhw thé’ dwoc diing khong...? Nhung dé lai 1a sy that.

Khi bau troi phia dong bt dau hoi hirng sang, Kuzaku thirc day.

“Ua, sao c4u lai thirc?”

“T6i khong nga dwore, véi cd, ludn tién canh ching nira.”

“Ngt mot chit ching phai t6t hon a? Viéc canh ching ctt d€ t6i lam
cho.”

Haruhiro nghe 101 Kuzaku va nga lung xudng. Mi mét ciu triu ning
ngay lap tirc va cdu da ngi dwoc it nhiéu. Sau khi thirc ddy, cd ddm lam
mot bira don gidn r'oi 1én dwong sodm. Vwa di cdu vira thuat lai cho d6ng
do6i vu da thu ti€p cdn dém qua nhwng moi nguwoi lai coi d6 1a chuyén cuoi.
Merry td ra khong vui 14m.

Trong budi sdng, cd bon gap mot cao nguyén kha rong va thap. Ho leo
1én d6 va tha'y mot thung liing mé ra treéc mét.

Nhin mot cdi 1a dd hi€u ré ring ving dat hdm sau nhw 1ong chdo nay
chinh 1a Bong C6 Bdc. Nhirng cdi thap nhd dwoc dywng 1€n day d6 trén vién
chdo. Co6 1€ chiing 1a nhirng choi canh.

C6 vai con sudi & mit da't bang dwdi ddy long chio, tiép d6 1a thi trin
dwore bao quanh b&i bo hao va hang rao. Thi tram.



Thi trdn day roi.

Tuy tuyét nhién khong phai thir hao nhodng nhung c¢6 chirng muoi toi
hai mwoi toa nha, gitra chiing la cac 161 di. C6 the trong thay ca béng dang
con nguoi. Chi c6 the goi diy 1a mot thi tram.

“Hé!” Ranta co chép miii bing ngén tay céi. “Vay li... cudi ciing chiing
ta da t&i roi. Can cir Tién d6n B'ong Co Boc.”

Cau ta co6 1€ dinh ra vé ngau nhwng da ch:flng cO khi chat teo nao thi
thoi, con n&u phai nhan xét bang ciu nao dé thi ddy chi 1a dwoc nuwde lam
t&i. Bon Haruhiro 1am ngo' Ranta va bit dau di tr mép vién chdo xudng
ddy theo mdt mit nghiéng khong ddc 1dm. Dt Ranta gao thét on a0 nhung
chaalng al budn quay dau lai.

Bo hao chia can cir Tién don rong hon so véi khi nhin ti xa, ¢é vé siu,
nudce chdy trong 1ong hao chic dwoc 14y tir nhitng con sudi. Hang rao trong
chic chin dwoc dung trén bé cao khodng hon hai mét dip bang dat cing
nén co vé s€ chzatng th€ dé dang vurot qua.

L&i ra vao dudng nhu chi ¢ mot, & d6 nguwdi ta bic mot ciy ciu phia
trén bo’ hao va mot canh cong dwoc dyng & khodng cach hep noi bé dat bi
dut doan.

Phia tred'c ciy cau, bén canh bo hao rai rac cac Téu trai. Goi la Téu
nhung ¢ nhitng cdi ndi bat trong tAm nhin vi kh4 to va chic chin. C6 1& d6
la noi ngt nghi cua linh tinh nguyén.

Binh si clia quan d6i ving Bién canh dang déng tredc cOng. Ngay canh
cong thi ¢ hai ngwoi, hon mwoi binh si khac d'on lai tai toa nha cao & hai
bén, vai nguoi trong s6° d6 dang chia nd vé phia tui Haruhiro. Tuy ddm binh
si ¢6 thdi do d& dan, nhwng khi cd bon trinh huy hiéu Poan linh tinh
nguyén, dai d€’1a cling dwoc ho cho phép ti€n vao.

Bén trong cin c, x€p doc hai bén dwong tw cong vao la nhirng toa nha
16n trong gidng trai ngwa va trai linh, di hét doan d6 1a ra t&i quang treong.
Thi veeon 1én bén kia quang treong 1a s& chi huy hay gi d6, cam gidc nhw
mot phdo dai nhd, kha 1a ki€n ¢6. Quanh s& chi huy cling day dac cac toa
nha c6 vé lién quan t&i quan doi.

Ca bon nghe thay ti€ng ho déu tim tip cta nhirng ngwdi dan dng. Chéc
ho dang luyén tap & dau do.



Binh linh ciia quin do6i viing Bién canh dang ding chd nay chd kia hodc
chay di chay lai, hodc 12 khong budn d& mét t&i bon Haruhiro, hodic thinh
thoang chi ném cho ho nhirng 4nh nhin khinh bi.

Tuy nhién, khi roii khdi con dwong gitra cac trai linh d€ ra dwong nhanh
thi khong khi 1ién thay doi hin. C6 nhtrng toa nha dwogc trang tri nhw cic
quan reou & hém Tenkuu. Nhirng cd gdi di lai voi vé u€ oai. Co ca xudng
rén. Céc quay hang c¢6 mdi hién ndm san st thanh mot ddy. C6 ca hang
rong. Nhirng khu nha tro v&i kién tric dep hon trai linh. Dan 6ng va phu
nit, ki€l ngwoi ma ta biét chic 1a linh tinh nguyén ngay tir cdi nhin dau
tién, dang tan bd. Nhirng ngwoi dang ng'6i an udng trén ghé& ngay truedre cira
hang. Nhirng ngwoi dang ban chuyén lam dn vai 1di bubn.

Noi day dwong nhw 1a che, 1a khu vui choi gidi tri, va cling 1a khu dan
cw. Chi nhin lwdt qua cac gian hang ciling thd’y, cac mat hang bay ban tw vii
khi t&i quan do déu kha 1a da dang, thdm chi cé th€ con phong phi hon ca
Alterna. VAt dung hing ngiy va thuc pham tuy khong nhiéu ching loai,
nhung cé 1€ 1a vi khong c6 may nhu cau. DBieém khic biét & day la, co
nhirng thwong 1ai nhd't cac loai dong vat bon cdu chwa ting tha’y trong 1'0ng
de€ ban. Hoi chuyén mot chit thi bon cau dwoc biét, ngoai can ci ciing ¢
ca nhirng loai vat to 1&'n chuyén dung d€ di lai va van chuyén, nhw 1a ngua,
ma long, hay 10c ma. Vi cling c6 dich vu cho thué ngwa, nén ngwoi thwong
14i con goi ¥ ca bon cin nhic trong treong hop dinh di xa. Ong chi cira
hang ban Téu trai nhin ra ddm Haruhiro 1a linh tinh nguyén méi toi can c
Tién d6n nén 1€o déo di theo moi moc.

Bung déi meo trong lic mai tham quan, ca d6i li€n an trea & mot quay
hang no. Mon thit xién mang phong vi dan da khd ngon, niedc udng pha lan
nwdc qua chua cling khong té.

“Hay s6ng ludn & day nhi.”

Vé chuyén nay thi Haruhiro chi c¢6 th€ d6ng y v&i cam twdng cla
Ranta.

“Ma ne,” nét mat Yume ra't twoi tinh, “ldc ndy Yume nghe r6i do, & day
c6 ca nha tim cdng cdng nira co’.”

“Cai do rat quan trong da'y.” Merry gat dau ra't manh.

“Priing...” V& mdt Shihoru cyc ki nghiém tic.



“M&i c6 mot ngay khong tdm rta... ma thyc long t& thdy gém 1dm
ron..”

“Pung 1a con gai...” Kuzaku néi vu vo'.

“Ha! Bon con gai phién that dd'y!” Ranta cwoi ha ha. “Toéi thi muwoi
ngay hay mdt thdng ciing thd'y binh thwong! Khong tim thi cling c6 chét
dau!”

“N6i vay thoi chir néu tré nén hdi ham thi chic chén s& khé chiu ma.”

“Sao hd, Yume? Ba ma d&€ mac ban than la sé hoi dén thé co a? Pau nao
dau nao, d€ toi ngwi tht coi.”

“Ai cho ngwi ha, 6 dan!”

“Hwm... Vay thi & thoi di€ém nay, ba da kha 1a b6'c mui phdng?”’

“Khong ¢6! Van chwa ¢6 mui dau!”

“Nén t6i m&i bdo d€ toi kiém tra va dwa ra danh gid cong biang tir quan
di€m ctia bén thir ba. Thong thwong thi ban than dau c6 ty biét ngwoi minh
boc mui hay khong.”

Merry dot nhién ghé mat va dwa mii lai gan ¢c0 Yume r0i hit hit. ...
Khong hoi.”

“A..” Merry xich ra xa khéi Yume. “T¢ xin 10i...”

“U... rm... Khong can phdi xin 18i diu.” Yume chflng hi€u sao lai to ra
nguong nghiu. “Yume chi giat minh xiu th6i. Nhwng, may ma Yume hong
cé mui.”

“MAay ba cho t0i ra ria r'oi vui vé gi v&i nhau thé hd!?” Ranta vung vay
hai tay. “D€ t6i tham gia v&i! Hodc phai néi la cho toi choi cung di! Téi
lwot t61!”

Sau khi 14p day chi€c bung rdng, ca ddm quyét dinh da t&1i lic thi tdi
Wonder Hole. Tuy nhién, that ddng xau ho nhwng bon Haruhiro chi biét
thong tin duy nha't 14 167 vio Wonder Hole nim & ciin ct Tién don Pong
Co6 Doc. Ranta da tim vai ngwoi linh tinh nguyén lai d€ hdi tham, nhwng
déu bi duoi di ra't phi phang. Néu khong quen mat hay twng dai rieoru nhau
thi hau hét linh tinh nguyén déu chaamg than thi€n gi cho cam. Xem ra cau
ndi &y qua la chinh xéc.



“Gia ma ¢6 ngwoi quen nao d6 & diy.” Haruhiro nhin quanh quat.
“A..” Co roi.

“O!” Ranta c6 vé ciing da nhin ra Iién bit dau viy tay. “Nay~! Anh
Shinoharaaaa...! Xin chao xin chao! Dao nay anh cé khoé khéng?”

Mot doan ngwdi mic do choang tring dang budrc tdi. Nguwdi dan dng
dau doan ¢6 gwong mat diu dang nhin vé phia cic cdu va mim cwoi.

Shinohara la thd linh ciia mot clan noi ti€ng mang t€n Orion, tuy nhién
anh ludn c6 tic phong t t& va nha nhin. Chinh vi dwoc din dit bdi mot
Shinohara nhu th&’, nén nhin chung céc thanh vién ctia Orion déu dé chju va
dang hoang. Tuy ciing ¢6 ngwoi cau may trede cach hanh x& v6 y vo ti clia
Ranta, nhwng Shinohara chgng hé té ra tirc gian.

“Chao. C6 mit & diy nghia 12 cdc em ciing sip stta t&i Wonder Hole
nhi?”

“Yes! I do!”

Ranta 1am tw th&” chao nha binh ki€u gi d6 ma Haruhiro khong hi€u 1dm.
Cau ta hoan toan phan khich. Thyc sy 1a nhin ng6'c nghé&ch qua mirc, chealng
con thir gi khi€n cd bon ¢6 the’ xau ho hon.

“Vay ¢6 nghia anh Shinohara cling d¢n Wonder Hole gi6ng chirng em
a!? Oi chao, thé thi that 13 tring hop qua!”

“Khong, bon anh di ctra khac. Bon anh c¢6 chiit viéc & nii Than Thé.”

“Nui Than Thé...?”

Haruhiro 1am bam. M6t dia danh cdu chwa ting nghe tén, nhung né
mang am hwdong hoi ron ron. D6 1a nei thé” nao nhi? Li€u ¢6 phai mot lic
nao d6, bon Haruhiro ciling sé t¢i da’y khong?

“Q kia,” Shinohara nhin Kuzaku, “ddy 12 Tn d4u ching ta gdp mit nhau
nhi? Anh la Shinohara cta clan Orion. R4t han hanh dwoc lam quen.”

“A...” Kuzaku ciii déu. “Chao anh, em la Kuzaku.”

“Vay a?” Shinohara nhdm mét lai va khé thé dai mot cdi. “Néu anh
khong nham thi cac em cing la thanh vién P61 Thanh Xa tham gia chi€n
dich Song Pau Xa nhi? S6 linh chinh quy hi sinh ctia quan d6i Bién canh
trong D6i Thanh Xa la khoang sdu nguwoi thi cling khong phai nhiéu, nhung
anh nghe néi ¢6 t&i hai mwoi ba linh tinh nguyén da bé mang.”



“La do em khéng t6t.” Merry nhin thiang vio Shinohar/a va noi. “Em da
pham mot sai TAm ma tu si tuyét d6i khong dwoc phép mac phai. B&i vay,
em la ké da khién cdu &Yy hi sinh.”

“Merry...”

Nguwoi con trai téc ngin mét hip dinh tién 1én nhung rdi lai bd cudc.
Hayashi. Ngwoi teng 1a d6ng doi cia Merry.

“DAau vay, gio’ em dang & diy.” Shinohara dit tay 1én vai Merry. “Em da
khong ding lai ma budce ti€p vé phia trede. Merry, em da ¢é dwgc nhirng
dong do6i tot roi.”

“...Vang.”

Merry cidi dau. TaA'm lung &y dang khé run ray. Minh mudén ém co @y

thdt chdt. Haruhiro chot nghi vy roi lai b6 r6i véi chinh ban than minh. O
khong. Khéng khong. Om chdt gi chik. Pdu phdi kiéu ciia minh. Haruhiro
cling thdy d6 chfmg phéi nhi€ém vu cua cau. Tai vi gitra Merry va Haruhiro
chcv;ng co gi.

“A thi, anh Shinohara ciing...” Haruhiro hing giong, “... vdt va nhiéu
roi. Trong tran tdn cong Thanh luy cot thép Riverside. Tuy em khong bi€t
chi tiét nhung cdc anh da thing phai khong a?”

“On troi, bon anh toan thing.”

Trong nhw Shinohara vira né nu cwori mia mai trong mot thoang. Nhwng
ciing 18m chi ngén ngti nhw mdt cdi ché'p mat ma thdi. Bi€u cam Ay khong
gidng v&i Shinohara chiit nao, nén c6 1€ 1a do Haruhiro twdng twong.

“Poi Xich Xa thi ngwoc lai, quan d6i Bién canh phai hirng don dau,
nhwng s0 linh tinh nguyén thiét mang rat it. DAY BREAKERS (Poan Rang
Pong) ctia nhém Souma thyce sy déng vai tro cwe ki 1on. Nho' ¢6 ho ma
Orion bon anh ciing d& thé phan nao.”

“O! Souma a!” Ranta vira vd mdi téc quin vira gidm chan thum thup.
“Souma dung la tuyét cid meo! DAY BREAKERS (Poan Rang Pong) a!
Guy...!I”

Shinohara che miéng cwoi. Du d6i phwong 1a Ranta nhwng anh &y lai
mang nét mit nhw th€ dang nhin mdt dira tré h'on nhién day triu mén.

“Hinh nhw gan diy Souma dang chon noi nay lam cr dieém. Biét dau lai
vO tinh gap nhau cling nén.”



A A A

“O006606! Thata!l?U66606006066060606060!”

“May on ao qua... That sy...” Haruhiro thd dai roi quay lai phia
Shinohara. “... Pung roi. Anh Shinohara, thyc ra bon em ¢6 chuyén mudn
nho anh chi bdo.”

“Gi vay? Hi vong d6 1a chuyén anh ¢6 thé tra 1oi.”

“Chang la...”

Haruhiro vira co tay 1én ma vira nhin nhanh khip cdc khudén mit trong
d6i Orion. Hau nhw tAt cd moi ngudi, cd nam 14n nir déu d4p lai ciu bing
4nh mét 6n hoa. Haruhiro cdm thay ho nhw nhitng ngudi anh, ngwoi chi
dang tin cdy, khdng ban veé tuoi tac.

Trdi lgi, dpi minh thi... U thi khong phai cAu khong cam thd'y mdt minh
Ranta da di ma't th€ dién ro6i, nhung ngay Haruhiro, Shihoru, Yume, dan
em Kuzaku, thAm chi 1a cd Merry déu tré ngwoi non da hon moi thanh vién
Orion. Bon ciu d&'16 qud nhiéu di€m thidu chin chén, t&i mitc cé the goi 1a
twoi m&i. Khong, chang twoi méi chit ndo. Thye ra 1a ddy dau dén.

Ngay viéc di dén can ctr Tién d6on B'ong C6 Poc d€ hwdng t&i Wonder
Hole hau nhw ciing chi 1a k&€t qua cia mot quy€t dinh trong phiit gidy hirng
khdi.

K&t cuc thi day, bon ciu chéng bi€t d€n cd nhirng diéu co’ ban nhat va
dang chuan bi hoi Shinohara.

Nhuwe thé’nay cé on khong chir?

Nhuwng ma, nguoi ta ¢6 cau, hdi 1a nhyuc nhat thoi con khéng hai thi
nhuc su6t doi. Haruhiro khdng muén lang phi thoi gian thém nira.

“... Bon em dang ty hdi khong biét Wonder Hole nim & dau...”



14. An twong dau tién vé Ho Kinh Ngac

Khong bi€t ai da goi n6 la Wonder Hole.
Khong biét t khi nao da c6 Wonder Hole.

Wonder Hole.

Hay twong twong & vung Hoang mac Kazahaya c6 mot con chudt chiii
siéu khong 1'6. Chudt chiii siéu khdng 10 du gi thi vaAn 1a chudt chiii, nén
dwong nhién nd s€ dao hang ngdm. Va vi no siéu by, nén dwong ham né
dao ciing s€ khong 1'6.

Moi ngudi hiy nghi ring, dia di€m con chudt chiii siéu khong 16 d6 bit
dau dao dwong ham cyc by ndm & noi cach Can ct Tién d6n Pong Co
DPoc khoing murdi 1im kilomét vé hudng Bic.

Lo61 vao ham khong th:fmg ding ma c6 phwong nghiéng. C6 vé con
chudt chiii siéu by da dao cdi dwong ham khong 10 nay tor xwa xtra xwa
xwa, nén mat ph:aalng nghiéng &y dwoc che phu bdi um tum c¢o dai.

Hinh nhw khong ai bi€t chinh xac dwong hdm khong 16 cua con chudt
chiii siéu by kéo dai t&i dau, trdi rong the ndo. Nguwoi ta d'on ring hé thdng
dwong ham ching chit nhw mé cung nay rong khing khiép, d&n mirc ¢ the
xem nhw n6 khong ¢6 di€m dung.

Bé&i vay nén noi day 1la Wonder Hole, con dwgre goi 1a H6 Kinh Ngac,
hay H& Dj Thuong.

C6 mot gia thuyét cho ring phan siu nhi't cia Wonder Hole két n&i véi
th&” gidi khac. Vi th&, Wonder Hole 1a noi sinh sdng clia nhirng sinh vat ki
la va ddng s¢r khong bao gior thd’y dworc & nhitng chd khéc, hinh thanh nén
mot hé sinh thai doc nhat vo nhi.

Ngoai ra, con c6 nhirng giong mudng thd, quéi vat, di tdc bi thua trong
tran chi€n tranh gianh anh hwdng tai ving Bién canh Grimgar cling chay



trén vao Wonder Hole. Nghe néi ching da cé nhirng budc ti€n hod, phat
tri€n cua riéng minh.

Wonder Hole ta't nhién chealng phai dwong hdm khong 16 do chudt chii
siéu by ddo. D6 ciing 1dm chi 12 mot cdch vi von. Vay thi rdt cudc né duorc
hinh thanh nhw thé nao? Pay la gid thuyét c6 sirc ning nhat: N6 c¢6 hinh
dang nhw hién nay la k&t qua ctia viéc cidc hang dong nhw dong thach nhd,
dong dung nham, nhirtng nirt gay dia hinh va thung liing dan dwoc lién két
v&i nhau nho hién twegng ty nhién hay hoat dong séng cua sinh vét.

Wonder Hole chira ddy nhirng bi an.

Trong nhiéu ndm, ngwoi ta da thye hién thir nghiém tao ban d6 tong thé
cla noi ndy, nhwng t&i gior van chwa hoan thién.

Wonder Hole qua rong.

Tuy vao dia di€m ma né dwore cho 1a cyce ki nguy hi€m, ngay ca doi voi
nhirng nha tham hi€m da quen v&i viée phiéu lwu hay linh tinh nguyén dan
day kinh nghiém.

Maic du vay, khong bao gior hét nhitng nguoi ti€p tuc dit chan vao
Wonder Hole.

Nhirng nha tham hiém hin 12 bi thoi thic béi mdu phiéu Iwu, ngay nao
cling ti€n buwdc hong ki€m tim nhirng mién da't chwa dwore khai pha.

Con vé phién linh tinh nguyén, n6 cé gia tri dang d€ dwong dau voi rui
10.

“Tdi noi r'oi...” Ranta nud't nwde mi€ng danh we. “Téi that roi, Wonder
Hole.”

Xét ra thi phan &ng &y kha lanh so v&i Ranta thwong ngay. Ma ciling
phai thoi, bé&i canh vat quanh 167 vao nay phai néi 1a ra't thanh binh.

That long thi Haruhiro da twdng twong ra canh nhirng sinh vat hung
hing, nhin da tha'y nguy hi€ém, dang cho' sén cd bon, nén ¢6 hoi tut hirng.

B¢ rong ctia Wonder Hole d& phai hon mot trim mét, khién ¢4 bon traim
tro: “Khing ghé, 1o6n qua,” nhwng sau d6, & trén cdi mat nghiéng &Yy, ho
thay m&’y con ga.

A khong, chic khong phai ga. Né&u 1a ga thi béo qud. R4t to va béo tron
tring truc. Nhin qua thi thdy ¢6 khi ching con to hon cd con ngwoi, nén



chic cling khong phai phan loai khdc clia ga. Kha ning cao 1a mdt sinh vat
khac trong giong ga.

Dim ga rédm c& by 4y ng'di hét chd nay d&n chd kia, nhin nha di di lai
lai.

“Cai quai gi day...?” Haruhiro budt miéng néu cam nhan ding nhw
nhung gi dang nghi.

“Ctr thay...” Kuzaku nheo mét, “c6 phong cdch d6ng qué.”

“MAy ban ga dé thwong qud.” Yume mim cuwdi, hodc c6 th€ néi 1a cwoi
triu mén.

Shihoru run ray. “... Nhung ma, hoi dang s¢.”

“ffm.” Merry gat dau. “Tai ching to nén trong that mdt cach ki di.”

Vi ching dang s6ng so so’ ra d6 nén hi€n nhién la thit r'éi, nhung
Haruhiro van 1o mo hi€u diéu Merry mudn néi. Thix twdng twong kich ¢&
mot con rudi hodc mudi to 1én gap vai Mn hay vai chuc T4n, t&i mirc nhin
rd dugrc dén ting bd phan nhd nhat, thi ciing kha 1a kinh. K& ca khi dé la
mot con ga, tuyét doi khong 147y gi 1am dé& chju. Chic y Merry 1a thé'.

“Hwm, Won-Ho 1a nhw vdy ma.” Ranta néi voi bd mét ta day biét tudt
nhin mudn 16n rudt. “O' 187 vao thi chi y&u la d€ r6i dan dan kho 1én ay.
Thiét k& ki€u nhw thé€? Ma tyi minh con chwa vao trong ntra, nén chi thé&
nay thoi.”

“Puworc r'oi, nhweng Won-Ho la cdi gi ha...?”

“Ha!? Parupiro ngdc xit, dwong nhién né 12 tr viét tit cia Wonder Hole
roi! C& d6 thi may phai hiu chir. Suy luan biang thwong thirc di con.”

“Nghe mot thing khdc ngudi ching c6 ti thwdng thirc ndo néi thi d&
lam gi...”

“Bi ngu a? Th héi thé gidi nay dwore bao nhiéu nguwoi théng thao
thwong thirc nhw tao? Khong nhé, tuyét d6i khong! B&i tao 1a Vua Thwong
thiee d6.”

“May khong hi€u y nghia cda tr ‘thwong thiee’ dau nhi?”

“Bi€t chir. N6 1a tw trdi nghia v&i ‘phi thwong thire’ chir gi?”

“Thoi da roi...”

“A hd, phai r6i! N6i chuyén vé&i hang nhw may chi t§ phi thoi gian!
R'6i, chién thoi...!”



Ranta doi mi sit roi 1at dat chay di.

Haruhiro mét tron mét det. “... O? H4? Thing khiing kia...!?”

“... Oa.” Kuzaku doi mu gidp loai close 1én, ha mi€ng che mét xudng.
“Puia ha?”

“Hd...?” Yume dat ngon trd 1én mdi va nghiéng dau.

Du néi: “... Khong th€ tin dwge,” nhung Shihoru di thi thé sn sang.

Merry hét 1om. “Dung lai, d6 ngdc...!”

Pa mudn roi.

“Hay aaaaaaaaa...! Leap Outtttttttttt [Phong ra]!”

Ranta hling hd'lao t&i con ga rom siéu by dang ng'6i bét trén nén dat.

Thanh treong kiém dwoc Ranta vung mdt dwong sic bén chém tring
con ga rom siéu by mot cach ngoan muc... Ai cling tedng vay, nhwng...

“Ec!” Con gi ré'm nhay 1én rat ding lic, v canh phanh phach.

“Hem...!?”

Ranta chém vao khong khi va nhin 1én con ga r&m to béo. Phai. La
ngang lén nhin.

“May bay dwoe ha...!?”

“U gya gya gya gya gya gya gya gyaaaa...!”

Con gi rém chic dang nd lwc hét sirc, ddp canh cyc ki dir ddi. Po cao
hién gio’ vao khoang ba mét. Nhwng d6 la gidi han r'oi chang? Con ga rém
to béo vwra thodi lui trén khdng trung vira dan dan ha thap xudng.

“Ku ha ha! Tran nay c6 khi vui hon tao twdng...!”

Ranta dp sat con ga r&m khi n6 con chwa cham da't va tung mét dwong
ki€m. Vi khong c¢6 tay, con ga rodm gio’ chan ra. La da. Mot cu da.

“Gyu gya gyu gya gyuaa...!”

“O! Hay! Coi ndo...!"”

Thanh treong ki€m ctia Ranta va charp voi chan con ga rom. Mot cd
dam di doi. Mau toé ra, nhwng chwa dirt han. C6 vé chan con ga rém to by
nay kha cteng cap.

“May duoc 1dm...!”

“Gyu eh eh!”



Con ga khong I'6 dap xudng da't, tung mot cd da ntra. L'an nay khac voi
ct da ban nay tw trén khéng. M6t don da manh vi ¢ thém da.

“Gu 4...17”

Ranta dén pha tdn cong bing tredng ki€m, nhung bi day 1bi. CAu ta bi
thoi bay.

“Tam thoi Tank [Chiu don] la t6i...!”

Kuzaku xen vao gitra Ranta va con ga rom.

“Gyu gya gya gya gyaa! Gya gya gya gya gyaa...!”

Con ga rém to by nhay 1én va d4. P4 bing chan phai, d4 bang chan trai,
xoay chan roi da lién tuc nhanh chong mat.

“0O. 0 6. Kinh that. Au.”

Kuzaku chat vat chdng d& bing khién, hoan toan bj dp ddo. K& ca con
ga ¢6 don ép va pha vo tr thé” phong thu cia cdu ta ba't cir lic nao cling
chealng la gi.

“Puoc ro1 Kuzaku, may dong vai an don nhé...!”

Ranta d€ Kuzaku ding miii chiu sao, con minh thi dinh vong ra bén
hong, hosic néu dwore thi ding sau lwng con gi rém to béo.

“Haru...!?” Merry nhin vé phia Haruhiro.

Hién ma. Ménh lénh chir gi? Ménh lénh, phdi noi ra thoi. Chét tiét.
Thang khon Ranta. Tai may twe tién khoi mao déy. Ma ha dwoc con ga rém
khong 16 do roi thi sao nita hd? Tuy co vé sé xoi thit dworc. Nhwng mo’ ra
thi phién phdi biét. Khong khong, gior dau phdi liic nghi may chuyén nay.

Haruhiro dwa mét nhin xung quanh tht nhanh. Dudng nhw nhitng con
ga khac dang gitr khoang cach d€ quan sat tinh hinh. Ga rom khong 16 vo
cdm thdt. Nhung triede hét thi khong c¢an phai lo 14ng vé viéc bi d4nh hoi
dong. Tam thoi liic nay la vdy. Néu khong cdnh gidc thi sé té ldm day.

“Kuzaku ¢& chiu nhw thé nhé! T¢, Ranta va Yume s€ bao vay! Merry,
trong chwng Shihoru! Hay bao toan phap luc...!”

Haruhiro rit dao gim va dui cui ra réi bat dau xong 1én. Ranta ciing
dang c& chi€m vi tri sau lung con ga rém.

“... Du gi tao ciing sé la nguwoi quy€t dinh tran nay! Hoi Bong tdi, hoi
Chia t& Ac dirc! Dread Aura [Pau khi hic 4m]...!”



Ranta phét dong ma thuat hic 4m, bao boc co’ th€ bing mdt man swong
tim den. Dread Aura [Pau khi hic 4m]. Pay c6 vé 1a ma thuit ting sirc
manh tong the cho héc 4m ki si nhung... may phdi diing né tw dau di chi!

Kuzaku vain dang gdng minh chdng choi. Nhwng cédch ciu ta st dung
co' the trong tho that. Cau ta cao qud nén kém gilr thing bang? Khién va
ki€m déu cach qua xa than nguwoi, nhin roi rac va thi€u hai hoa. Cé qua
nhiéu so hé. Nhuw vdy ma lam Tank [Chiu don]... thi ¢6 on khong day?

Tuy vay, Kuzaku van dang cd gdng cAm cu, va trong lic d6, Ranta lao
vao chém con ga khong 16 tw phia sau lung.

“Hatredddd [Nhat chém thu han]...!?”

“Gyu eh eh...!”

Con ga r&m to by lai bay Ién tranh nhat chém ctia Ranta. Tuy ding la
dd cao Ay c6 khodng ba mét thdi, nhung van dd khién Ranta ¢& 1dm ciing
chi gan cham t&i cho du da phai vung thanh treong ki€m 1én dén qua dau.
“Fu chaaa...!”

Yume nha tén khong cham tré. Du 1a tho sin nhung Yume chéc chin
khong gidi bin cung. Tuy vay, I4n ndy tén cta cd lai tring vao nguc con ga
rodm dang bay.

“Hoan ho!”

Yume cAt ti€ng reo mimg, nhung con ga ching hé han gi ca. Lép thit
clia né cé vé day, chic ring dn mot hai mii tén ciing khdng dau khong
ngua.

“Bén vao mit di, gitra miit...!”

Ranta vira vung vay thanh treong ki€m vira dudi theo con ga khong 16
dang ha dan d9 cao. Kuzaku cling huynh huych chay theo.

Khi cham dat, Ian nay con ga ro'm to béo quy€t dinh ving bo chay.

“Gyu eh eh eh eh eh eh eeeceeeeeeeee...!”
“Ch... Chuon ha!?”
~ Haruhiro strng nguoi kinh ngac. Dong thoi ciu nghi, chiu théi. Khong
bat dwgc ddu. Béi vi noé qud nhanh. Toc d thdt khiing khiép.
“E nay, doi da...!”
Ranta rang dudi theo nhwng ngay cang bi bd xa. Kuzaku ding strng lai,
con Yume thi 1ap tén vao cung.



“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru niém chd. La ma phdp ¢6 &y md&i hoc. Khong phai Darsh
Magic [Ma phap bong tdi]. Bé 1a chiéu Lightning [Sa'm sét] cia Falz Magic
[Ma phép dién tur].

Anh sdng 10é 1én. Pi 1ién sau d6 12 4m thanh Am 4m nhu ti€ng xé gid’y
dworc khuéch dai 1én hang chuyc, hang tram lan.

La sa@'m. S&'m sét giang xudng. Dwdi chan con ga khong 1'6 dang chay
thuc mang.

N6i cach khéac 1a hut.

“Unya...!”

Yume bén tén ngay tip lr. Ct nay tham chi con ching swot qua dwoc
muc tiéu.

“Khon ki€ppppp aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa...!”

Ranta van dang chay.

That ngd ngan néu phai cA't cdng ngan céan ciu ta.

“...N6i cho ciing ta't ca 14 do thiang d6 tw dung bét d4u moi viéc.”

“Oa...” Kuzaku 0@ dot cdi mit va 1ic dau. “Toat cA mo6 hoi lanh. Toi
chua bao gior chién vai thr gi nhw thé ca...”

“T6i nghi van dé khong chi c6 thé thoi dau...”

Haruhiro buot mdm 14m bam. Kuzaku ning tAm che mét 1én va quay
sang. “O?7”

“A khéng...”

Haruhiro c6 diéu mu6n néi. Cu ciing cam tha’y minh nén néi. Nhung
ma, di ¢c6 ngd ngan dén kho tin, thi ciu ciing khong mac ké Ranta dworc.

“E! Ranta! Quay lai di! Pirng 1am chuyén vo nghia nia...!”

“On qud! Im di, Parupillion...!”

Du dap lai Haruhiro 1a mot cau ché nhao, nhwng c¢6 vé ngay ca Ranta
cling da nhén ra sy ngd ngan cda minh. Hoac 1a ciu ta mét. Kha ning dé cé
vé cao hon. Ranta cudi cung ciing chiu ding lai.

“... T& xin 161,” Shihoru co minh lai, “vi khong th€ ding ma phdp ddnh
tring d6i phrong. Hoi bao bién mot ti nhwng t& vin chwa quen v&i Falz
Magic [Ma phdp dién tw]...”



“Gwr rr.” Yume nhiin nhé. “Yume bén tring mot miii ma chiang c¢6 hiéu
qua gi.”

Merry mang vé mdt u am tham t€, nhw th€ cudc doi c6 da dén h'6i két
thic. Dwong nhw cd dang ra't suy sup va ma't phwong hudong.

“... T& khong the thi trién... Protection [Sy bao ho cia anh sang]...”

Protection da bi€n thanh chan thwong tdm 1i 461 véi Merry. Té thdt.

“Khong, tinh hinh hién tai khong phai 16i caa Merry...”

Cau voi vang tran an cd, nhwng ngay lic dé ngu'én con ctia moi chuyén
£0i té vira chii thé vira quay lai chd cdc ciu.

“Con ti teo nira 12 bit dwoe r'oi, chi tai mot k& nao dé kéu ding lai co’!
Toan lam chuyén thira thai!”

“May nhé...”

Thwa thai la tr danh cho may thi co diing hon né la tw danh riéng cho
may chinh sw ton tqi cia may dd la thwa thdi biét diéu ti di tao da noi bao
lan la dieng c6 lam tro khi nita roi that sw la lan nao ciing the’ may tdt thé
di cho xong k& cd may ¢é bi thé tao ciing chang ban tam dau lai con siéu
vui mikng nita dy chie that day.

Trong long Haruhiro, mong mudn dwoc xa tdt cad nhing suy nghi dé
vao mit Ranta thi nhiéu vo k€, nhwng du ¢ gép ¥, Ranta van sé chflng chiu
stra doi gi. Haruhiro néi r'6i Ranta dap tra, thanh ra ci nhau, va cudi cung
ngwdi kiét sirc s& lai 12 cu. Mic du viy, van c6 diéu ciu can nhic nhé
Ranta.

“Tw gio’ trd di dirng ¢6 x& r& vao bon ga rdm khong 6. Bing hon 1a
cam may ty tieén x6ng vao khi chwa dwoc phép.”

“Pung c6 ndi cdi ki€u kiéu cang dd’y. May nghi may la ai ch?”

“Cam day.”

“Tao dang hdi may nghi may la ai kia ma. Tra loi di!”

“Cam day.”

“May chi bi€t 1ap lai cau do6 thoi a? Nhw con vet &y. Vet ding khong?
May la vet dd’y ha? Pa vay, k€ tw nay, tao s€ goi may la d6 con vet. Chuan
bi tinh than di, nha.”

Haruhiro c& géng kiém ché& cam xdc mudn ddm Ranta mot trin va lo tit
cau ta. Cap do nang lyc “cho qua” cia Haruhiro hin da tang thém mot, hai



bac.

“... Kiém ch& tdt that.” Kuzaku néi voi vé ngac nhién.

“Chuyén, thwong ngay ma...” Shihoru cwoi kho s

Yume tré moi dwdi ra va lam mét khé chiu. “K€ ca thé thi viéc buc
minh van phai byc minh chir.”

“Nay! Moi nguoi, tap trung lai day!” Merry gio tay 1én. “T& s€ yém
phép Protection [Sy bdo hd cua anh sang]. L'dn nay nhdt dinh t& phai gik
cho n6 khong hét hi€u lgc...”

Tui Haruhiro 14p tirc tdp trung quanh Merry, riéng Ranta 1a dung da
ding dinh.

“Pung 1a hét cach. Dén chju. That ding 1a bo tay. N6i nghi€ém tdc. Thiét
tinh.”

Haruhiro qua thyc suyt chit nira da gam 1én: “Bi€t roi, nhanh cdi chan
1én,” nhung ciu ngwng lai.

N

“H?” Ranta ngodi lai. «... 0?”

Mot am thanh nhw troi long da't 16 vang 1én. Day uy lyc. Pang phi toi.
L:El con ga r&m béo by. Mot mili tén gdm & nguc, chan toe toét mdu, chic
han 1a con ban nay.

Con ga khong I'6 nhay vot 1én.

“Gyu eh eh eh eh eh eh eh eh eh eh eh eh...!”

“Oi 61 61 61 6i...17”

Pung mot céi.

Cu song phi clia con ga rém to twdng tring nguc Ranta.

“Gu hy...!7”

Mot cd ra don gon. Ranta ngd ngwa. Haruhiro trét nghi, thé” do, ddng
doi may ldm.

“H&i anh sang, dwdi sy bao ho ctia than Lumiaris... Protection [Sy bao
hd cua anh sang]!”

Merry dung phép xong, trén c0O tay bon Haruhiro xuat hi€n hinh ngoi
sao siu canh phat sang.



“Khong phai n6 bd chay r6i a...!?” Haruhiro thu th& véi dao gam va dui
cui. “Phai chién thoi! Kuzaku...!”

“Ro!” Kuzaku gio khién ra phia tredc va x6ng theamg vao con ga khong
I'6.

Yume 14p tén I1&n cung réi hdi. “Yume ding 12 nén diing dao sin hon
al?”

Haruhiro chfmg th& néi that 1ong rang: “Ai ma biét dwoe, chuyén d6 t&
chiu thoi!”, nén cdu danh néi dai: “Cung cling dwoc!” Nhwng liéu co on
that khong? Sé ra sao nhi?

Shihoru lai tung ra ma phdp Lightning [SA'm sét], va ['4n ndy van treeot.
Ranta thi khong bu'on bo ddy. Cau ta chi ngdc dau 1€n va li€c lia lia vé phia
Merry nhir mudn néi: “Chtra cho t6i di.” “Hay nhe nhang v&i t6i.” DO chét
tiét! Mii tén ciia Yume cling khong tring dich. Kuzaku da dung hét kha
ning clia ciu ta chi d€ d6n d& nhitng cud d4 tir con ga ré'm to béo bang tAm
khién ctia minh. Con ga khong I'6 bay 1én, nhdy vong quanh, lam ca bon
khong tai ndo bit dwoc. Moi thtt cit 1ong vong khong 167 thodt.



15. B3
. Dang

... Nhiém vu da r0 rang.

Trudc tién, phai tim moi cach ki€m soat viéc chay loan xa quan cla
Ranta. Thang ngu xuah 4y mdi M'4n hanh dong tuy thich 1a s& khién moi su
rdi tung beng khong ¢ ngoai 1€, nén Haruhiro, v&i vai tro thd linh t6 doi,
nha't dinh phai lam gi d6. Néu khong lam dwore, ¢6 nghia 1a cdu chwa hoan
thanh trach nhiém cua minh. Phai xich ¢& con ché dién Ranta lai, roi udn
nin day bao cho né chju nghe 1. Pay 12 mot nhiém vu siéu cap khé khin,
nhung bét budc phai lam.

Ti€p theo 1a Kuzaku.

“A thyec ra, t6i chwa 1am Tank [Chiu don] bao gio ca.” DAYy 1a phdt ngon
tw chinh miéng Kuzaku.

“TG d6i tredre day cia tdi cb hai chién binh. Hai ga d6 gidng Tank hon.
T6i chi hd tror thoi. Ki€u nhw 1ui vE sau mot bwde. Nén t6i khong hén 1a
quen thudc v&i tinh huéng c¢6 mét & tuy&n dau. N6i that long 1a kha s¢.”

So’ 1a chuyén bat kha khang r'6i, nhing n€u ngwoi lam Tank [Chiu don]
khong try virng thi dong ddi phia sau s€ khé bé hanh dong.

Haruhiro quyé&t dinh rang treéc méit, Kuzaku can phai tip trung vao duy
nha't mot viéc. Nghe néi thanh ki si c6 mot skill 1a Block [Chan], dung
khi€n d€ ngdn chdn nhirng don tdn cong cua ké dich. Céu ta can chuyén
tam luyén tap no.

Block [Chian] khong chi dung khién do vii khi cia d6i phwong. Khi
canh thoi gian chuan xac d€ kéo va day khién, néu thuén lgi, ta hoan toan
c6 the khién doi thi ma't thing bang, 1am chim don tdn cong k& ti€p, hoic
dan t&i cor hoi phan cong.

Kuzaku da néi khi con & t6 doi cil, cdu &y khong phai la Tank, nén vén
di cdu con chwa hé phai ¢cdm khién. Chiéu Block [Chan] cling m&i hoc gan
day, nén chwa di nhuan nhuyén d€ st dung mot céch cé y thirc trong thye
chi¢n. C4i kh6 ndm & d6, nén Haruhiro ¢An Kuzaku khéc c6t ghi tim chiéu



Block nay. Theo Haruhiro nghi, d6i v&i thanh ki si ¢cam khién, Block 1a
chiéu co’ ban ctia co’ ban, ra't ¢6 th€ sé la skill dong vai tro truc chi€n thuat
cho toan d6i. Hién tai, Kuzaku khong can phai nghi t¢i tin cong. Chi tap
trung vao Block [Chéan] la du.

“Guuw...! He! U .17

Kuzaku dang van hét sitc d€ chiin gy bing khién. K& dang vung gy 1a
mot ngwdi [un tit, mii to tedng, mét tron xoe... A, khong phai ngwdi, ma la
sinh vat cé hinh dang gidng ngwoi. Ta't cd bon ching déu cam gy, gidi
tinh c6 vé l1a nam, thanh th bon cidu quyét dinh tam goi ching v&i ho la
Gay, dém 1a Vanl!'!l, T4t cd. Phai. Gay-Vin khong chi c6 mot minh. Ngoai
Gay-Van-A dang d6i ddu voi Kuzaku, con vai con khéc.

“E &! Chay loan hét ca lén...!”

Ranta dinh chém phép thanh treong ki€m vao con Gay-Van-B, nhwng
khong thanh. Chiing l1a nhirng ké nhd nguoi va cye ki nhanh nhen.

!’7

“... Strc cling manh nira...

Haruhiro dung chi€u Swat [Pap ru6i], Swat, roi lai Swat 1én cay gay
ctia Gay-Vin-C.

Cay giy d6 1am bing gb a? Hay 1a tir vat liéu nao khac? N6 vira cing,
vira nang.

Chiéu cao cua bon Gay-Vin tdi da tAm mot mét hai. V&i than hinh nhw
th&’, chiing khua vii vl cAy gdy dai c& mot mét, dd tha’y sitc manh co’ bap
khong phéi dang vira.

Chiing chi mic trang phuc thd so trong nhw dAm mdt manh ngin, budc
day quanh eo, chan khong di giay. Trong thi khdng ¢6 tri tué ngang v&i loai
nguwoi, nhung ¢é sy gian manh dd d€ ra don bat ngo lic ngwoi ta khong
phong bi.

Sau khi vat 1on gi€t dueoc con ga no va vao Wonder Hole, bon Haruhiro
tién Ién trén con dwong ddc dao trong nhw cdi hang khong 16 dwgc mot lic
thi dot nhién, 1 ndy nhdy ra tr mot 16 ngach phia sau. Ching cho tui ciu di
qua triede 101 méi xud't hién tdn cong twr sau lwng ca bon.

“Xin 161 nha! Cung tén khong dwore roi. Bon ching qud nhd!” Yume cat
cung va chuan bj rit dao san.

“Lam nhanh 1én, @6 kho'!”



“On 20 qué, Ranta ngdc!”

“Gi ha? E nay...!”

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru ni€ém chu, phat dong Lightning [Sa'm sét]. Muc ti€u la Gay-
Vian-A dang tan cong Kuzaku. S&m sét gidng xudng.

“Gu gyal!”

Trang roi. Ma khoan, khong hin 1a dédnh tree ti€p vao Gay-Van-A. La
cay gdy. Sét da danh trung vao cay gdy ma n6 dang cam.

Gay-Vian-A hoang h'on budng tay va nhdy lui lai.

'7’

“Punishment [Pon trieng phat]...

Kuzaku 1ap tirc budc 1€n, chém thanh treong ki€m xudng theo dwong
chéo. Quy dao thanh ki€m gidéng v&i don quyét dinh cia Moguzou la Rage
Blow [Cud danh thinh nd], thwong goi bé\ing t€n Cam on tram, nhwng vi la
don chém trong khi tay kia phai gitr khién d€ bao vé ntra than nguoi, nén du
it so ho thi uy lye lai sut gidm di. Hon ntra, ¢6 the do ton tai y thirc phong
thd nén toc do xuat chiéu kha cham.

Co6 1€ vi vy ma Gay-Van-A kip Iui thém mot bwdce, tranh dwge chiéu
Punishment [Pon trieng phat] ciia Kuzaku. N6 16n nguoi d€ thu hoi giy.
Sau khi ditng day, n6 lai bit dau tdn cdng Kuzaku.

“Ch... tiét!”

Kuzaku c6 vé rit ti€c co hoi vira roi, nhung d€ cdm xiic hon loan sé
khong hay.

“Purng ndn néng! C lam nhw trede gio di...!”

Haruhiro vwra ho 1én, vira ti€p tuc ra chiéu Swat, Swat, Swat nhw cd.
Cau da hoan toan quen v&i chiéu nay, nén cé the€ vira Swat viea d€ y dén
nhirng thir khac. Nhung khong dwgc phép chii quan. Chinh lic ¢6 suy nghi
“da quen roi” 12 nguy hi€m nhat. Vira nhic nhé ban than, ciu vira khich
con cho dién.

“Ranta! Lam cdi gi thé!? Vat va v&i con qudi d6 thé” sao! Chi dwgc cai
mom...!”

“Phut!”

Ranta c6 vé da mat binh tinh. Phdi thé moi dwoc.

“UOrarararararararararara aaaaaa..!”



Tan cong. C4u ta bay chéo vé phia tredc bing Leap Out [Phéng ra], tin
cong Gay-Van-B lién tuc. N6 dinh dung gdy danh bat thanh trwong ki€m
ctia Ranta, nhwng khong kip.

“U gya. Gya. Gya hi.”

“Nhan 12yyyyyyyyyyy...! Chét di chét di chét diiiiiiiii...!”

Ranta sip 4p dao hoan toan Gay-Vin-B.

Yume cAm dao sin trén tay, t&i gidp Kuzaku. Shihoru thi chic dang
nghi xem minh s€ lam gi ti€p. Merry ki€m tra c0 tay trdi cua ban than. Xac
nhin xem phép Protection [Sw bao hd cua anh sang] c6 bi hét hi€u luc
khong thi cling dwgc thoi, nhweng Haruhiro cam thad'y Merry 1am thé thwong
xuyén qua. C6 1€ sau diy cau nén ndi chuyén vai co.

“... D&n lic r'oi, t& ciing...!”

Do dung Swat mét nghi, Haruhiro da doc vi dwgc cach tan cong cla
Gay-Van-C. Cau nim dworc rﬁng, khi tdn cong lién tuc, né sé€ 1ap lai thir tw
phai, phai, trdi, phai, phai, trdi. Cau cé thé€ ra tay sau mot lwgt phai, phai,
trai, ngay trede khi dich ra ci danh bén phai ti€p theo... Pwgc roi! Lam thw
thoi! Gay-Van-C vung gy tir bén phai t&i, Haruhiro dung Swat [Dap ru6i].
Lai t bén phai. Swat. R6i bén trai. Swat. Ti€p theo 1a bén phai. Chinh lic
nay.

“Shatter [Pha gb1i]...!”

Haruhiro quang minh vé phia trede, d@ mdt ci dinh vao dau goi Gay-
Van-C. Thyc t& cdu khong da manh tdi mirc lam vo dau gdi ké dich, va
cling khong can thi€t phai lam thé”. Chuyén dong ctia Gay-Van-C khung lai
trong mot thodng. Thé 1a du.

“Don quyet dinh day...!”

Assault [Cwong kich].

Haruhiro ding con dao gdm bén tay phai cung dui cui bén tay trai d€
chém va dap tai bui vao Gay-Van-C. Neu Gay-Van-C vung giy trong con
tuyét vong, c6 1€ Haruhiro s€ khong tranh n6i. Céu s€ tiéu doii. Lanh mot cu
ning nhwr vdy thi sao ¢6 th€ khong tray vi troc vay? Tring don vao chd
hi€m thi con ¢6 kha nang dinh vét thwong chi mang ntva. S¢* thdt. S¢ toi
mirc thdy dau rdt cd ngwoi. Minh sé vieo't qua ndi s¢ nay. Du bi dinh don
ciing phdi dn miéng trd miéng voi né. Minh sé bdt né chét chung.



Gay-Van-C ngad ng6i xudng, quang gdy, dung ca hai tay che dau.
Nhung né khong che dwoc hét, chi 14t sau 1a ngd nhao, phai bd bang bon
chin, dau vay van tiép tuc bi chém, bj dip... Nhin xuéng Gay-Vian-C cudi
cung da khong ct dong nwra, Haruhiro dinh budng ti€ng théd dai. Nhung
khong dwoc. Tho dai a, khong noi. Riéng viéc ho hdp da di vat vd roi.

M6 hoi ciu cling tudn nhwr tim. N6 chdy vao mat, x6t o1 1a x6t. Khi cau
l4c dAu, nhitng giot m'6 hoi ving ra ti tung.

“Chiéu nay... chi dung dwoc v&i... nh... nhirng tén y&'... y&u thoi...!”

Nguy hi€m qud. Hon ntra, ti€u hao th€ lyc qua kinh khing. Thix nay ¢6
th€ tung ra nhv phuong thirc cudi cung khi bi d6n dudi t&i chin twong,
hodc trong tinh th& khéng con lya chon nao khic, nhung chaalng the’ tré
thanh con at chu bai. Chi khi ban thdn manh hon d6i phwong, Assault
[Cwong kich] m&i c6 thé phan dinh thing bai. N6 khong phdi don “ni” db
strc xoay chuyén tinh thé’

“... Cudc sdng ma... chéng th€, dé dang, th&, dworc...”

Ranta chwa d€n mic chém viang dau Gay-Vin-B, nhung da bé dwoc
phan nira ¢& né. Kuzaku va Yume dang 4p ddo Gay-Vin-A. Bén d6 chic
cling chi con 1a van d¢ thoi gian. Hay ldm, chdc la on... ma hinh nhw
khong. Cudc song ma, thwe sw chc%ng dé dang.

“Merry! Shihoru! Pang sau...! C6 cdi gi d6 dang t&i...!”

Merry ngodi lai, vung cdy doan treg'ng sang ngang. Nhirng sinh vét nhd
tho, thap hon ca bon Gay-Vin, minh day I6ng 14, von dang dinh duoi
Merry va Shihoru nhung vdi chay dat ra, tuy nhién chiing & twr thé sdn sang
tan cong Tan nva. Chiing la thik qudi gi vdy? Khi? Khong phdi. Hinh ddng
co’ the’ gén voi ngwo'i hon la khi, ciing khong co dudi. Chiing phii day long,
lén dén tgn mdt. Noi vdy chie minh khd do dw néu goi chiing la ngwo'i, long
lai rdm mot cdch badt binh thwong, thoi tam goi la “khi long” vay.

“C6 ba con...I Ranta! Ké dich moi! Tao, may va Merry moi ngwoti xir

"7

mot con...!
“0 kel
“U’...1” Merry dp.
“Kuzaku, Yume! Giai quy€t nhanh 1én...!”

Haruhiro vira hét vay vira chay bo vé phia con khi 16ng A. Co’ thé’minh,
ndng qud. Chiéu Assault [Cwong kich] viet di roi. Liic thwe chién con mét



gap boi phan luyén tdp. Thé nay lam sao ding dwoc. Vdy ma minh da mat
tdn mot gold hai mwo'i silver dé’nho cé Barbara day chiéu nay.

Trudc mét thi cAu da 4p sat con khi 16ng A. N6 vung hai tay nhao tdi,
nén ciu xai Swat, Swat, Swat. Mong kia. Nhirng chi€c méng dai, cirng va
sdc. V& sitc manh, ddm Gay-Vin nhinh hon, nhwng d6 nhanh nhen thi khi
16ng gianh phan thing. N6i ding hon 1a... con ndy nhanh kinh di! Sttc bat
cta co the’ ra't dang n€. Chi dap hai tay xudng dat chit khong can chay da,
né bat 1én dworc hai toi ba mét.

“Lwc nhdy khong dua dwgc dau! Can than day...!”

“C6 may phai can than aYy...!”

Vi Ranta ciing thudc tip nhay nhét bing nhirng chiéu nhw Exhaust [Bai
xich hé] hay Leap Out [Phéng ra], nén cudc chi€n v&i con khi 16ng B tré
thanh m&t man nhay qua nhay lai cyc ki vo nghia.

Merry dang c& tin cong con khi 16ng C bang ciy doan trrong, nhung
xem chirng khong ma’y hiéu qua.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Nemun Darsh...!”

Shihoru vwra dung gy v€ cdc ki ty nguyén t& vwra niém thén chd.
Nguyén t& béng tdi bay ra, dinh xudng mit dat. Vi tri ndm ngay khoang
gitra Merry va con khi 16ng C. Shadow Bond [Xiéng xich béng t&i]. Diing
la Shihoru. Khd lam.

“Akya...l”

Con khi 16ng C gidm phai nguyén t& bong t6i. Chan nd bi dinh chit,
khong ctr ddng dworc.

“Smash [Cwong da]...!”

Merry xoay vong cdy doan treong, tung toan lgc dap con khi 16ng C.
Cu d6 dau day. Merry lién thém mot ci danh boi.

“Ha! Ya! Kyaaa...!”

A gya g gya”

Tinh hinh nay thi Merry ct viéc ra don thoa thich. Vi khi cda khi 16ng
la t6c dd va méng, mot khi ngan dwgc chuyén dong cda nd thi khong con
dang so nura.

“... Nhung... phai ngin thé nao day?”



Haruhiro vira chiin méng cta con khi 16ng A bing Swat [Dap rudi] vira
nghi ngoi. Ngay tir ddu minh da bi dong qud a? Nghi vay, cau thi tan cong
bang diii cui sau Swat, nhung con khi 16ng A di nhay lui lai & xa va linh
ma't. Cdnh gidc ghé that!

Nguwoi hét 1én “Yosshaaa...!” 1a Yume.

Xem ching Kuzaku va Yume da x& xong Gay-Van-A. Gio la sdu danh
ba. Merry dang chuih bj k&t lifu con khi 16ng C, nén sip t&i chi con siu
danh hai. Ngon roi. Ma khong, dau phdi thé...?

Dot nhién, Ranta lién ti€p tung chi€u Exhaust [Bai xich h€]... Troi, lai
nita hd?

Chwra 16 ¢6 phai ti€p vién khong, chi biét lai 1a ké dich m&i. Hinh nhw
ching xud't hién t nhirng hd'c ngang quanh d6. L'an nay cling 1a mét sinh
vat khéc. Pen thui. Trong nhw mot dira tré giy go da den nhém. Cip mét
rdt an twong, sang 1ap lanh nhwv d4 quy. Tay ching cam nhirng con dao
trong sudt. Co vé khong phai 1a tiép vién. PAm dd quy nhi lao t&i chd con
khi I16ng B ma Ranta dang quéan thao, x6 nga nd, dung dao dam lién ti€p d¢
giét n6 mot cach da man, roi van nguyén khi thé d6 ma xong dén d'on ép
Ranta. Tui da quy nhi va khi 16ng dwong nhw khéng wa gi nhau thi phai.
Tuy nhién, treong hop “ké thu cua ké thu la ban” khong ap dung dwoc &
day, b&i 1t da quy nhi xem ra ciing d&1i dich v&i con nguoi.

Con khi I6ng A dang giao ddu v&i Haruhiro cling chuon di dau mat
dang khi thdy bong dang lii dd quy nhi kia. Nho' vdy ma Haruhiro dwoc
ranh tay, nhwng tinh hinh nay hoi nguy hi€m nhi? He'i, hay la cwc ki nguy
hiém...?

“Nnnnnayyyy! C... c... citu t6i di! Tui bay! Nhanh ctru t6i di, 1a
ngdc...!”

S& lwong da quy nhi dang dudi theo Ranta ding 1a gh€ h'on. Haruhiro
thir d&€m trén dau ngdn tay.

“M0oét, hai, ba...”

Tam. Khong, chin. Khong khong, ¢6 t&i muoi.

“... Chung dong hon tyi minh roi...!”

Trong thoang chd'c, Haruhiro nghiém tuc da nghi dé€n viéc hi sinh Ranta
d€ nam nguwoi con lai chay thoat than. Nhwng khong dwwgc nhi? Diing roi.



Thé’thi tinh sao?

“Ranta...! Rat lui! Ra phia ctra hang! Du it cling phai lam giam s& quan
dich r'6i chay tron! Shihoru...!”

“Véng...!” Shihoru 14p tirc phat dong ma phap. “... Jess Inn Sarc Cart
Fram Dart...!”

Thir d6. Khong phai Lightning [SAm sét]. Than chd ra't giong, nhwng la
ma phdp khac. Chop loé. Sdm rén. Sét gidang. C6 1€ nén ndi 1a cd mot chum
sét gidng xudng thi hay hon. Ti€c 1a né khong tring ngay chinh gitra ddm
d4 quy nhi chuin bij bét kip Ranta. Di1 sao thi ciing da c¢é ba con dd quy nhi
bi sét danh ving. Dam vtra thodt hi€m c6 vé ciing run s¢’, nho' d6 ma Ranta
va ching n&di rong dwgc khoang cach.

“U ha ha ha! Kha da’y, Shihoruuuu! Lam thém phat ntra cho ching né€m
mui di...!”

“... T xin 161,” Shihoru ldo ddo, bau 18y ciy gly, “ph... phdp lyc cla t&
can roi. N€u khong toa thién thi khong xai thém dwoc nrra...”

“Cai quai gi co...!?”

“Ho nyaaa!” Yume giwong cung va nha tén... nhung chéng tring con da
quy nhi nao ma swgt qua dau Ranta.

“U gu!? Nguy, nguy hi€ém qud dd’y, Yume! Céi d9...!”

“Hit. Ai cling chuyé&n dong nén khé nhim qu4.”

“Ranta! Mau sang bén nay...!”

Kuzaku vung cao thanh treong ki€m va vay tay. Trong ldc Ranta dan du
bon da quy nhi va di€u chinh quy dao cta ching, Kuzaku da déon dau & 167
ma Ranta dinh chon. Ranta cwoi kha kha.
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“Khong ngo may c6 ich thé” dé, Tank...! T&iii dayyyyyyyyyy neeee...!

',’

“Hay aaaa...!
Kuzaku gid'u minh sau chi€c khién, hic thflng vao gitra ddm da quy nhi.
Hai, ba con da quy nhi bi ha't vang, nhung Kugaku cling theo da ma nga lan
enh. Thay th€’, Ranta phanh gap roi quay phat lai.
L{ da quy nhi dwong nhw ling ting khi thdy Ranta ddt ngodt tdn cong
ngwoc lai. Khong, nhwng ma...
“Liéu vwra thoi...! Nghi dén s6" lwong dich dy...!”



Miéng thi néi vdy, nhung Haruhiro vAn vong ra sau leng mot con dd
quy nhi va tung chiéu Backstab [Pam sau lwng]. P4 quy nhi c6 véc dang
g4n v&i con nguoi hon 1a 1i cAm gay va khi 16ng, nén dé hinh dung ra chd
hi€m. Thyc ra c6 phai chd hiém that hay khong thi phai thir mdi biét dworc,
nén Haruhiro ¢ lam mot cd an may. Cu th€ 1a cdu dam vao than va gan no.
Khi gan va than bj dim, con dau khiing khi&p khé ma chiju ndi s& chay khip
co’ th€. Sau d6 1a xua't huyét 6 at. Hon ntra, né€u ludn ti€n lam ton thwong
ca co’ hoanh thi hd ha’p s€ bi anh hwdng nghi€m trong. DU khdng chét ngay,
triéu chirng sd'c s€ xua't hién va khong thé€ ctr dong dworc, chzatng bao lau la
trit ho'i the cudi cung.

Dworc roi.

Con d4 quy nhi d6 4p xudng, va Haruhiro dinh nhim d&n con mbi tiép
theo. Nhung Ranta lai 14p tirc quay g6t r'oi bit dau cdm cd chay.

“P6 ngu! Lam sao ma danh noi, d6 ngdc hét thudc chira...!”

Hai, ba con da quy nhi duoi theo Ranta, s& con lai quay sang Haruhiro.

“...Ha!? That day a...!”

“Ayyy...l”

Kuzaku bat day, dung khién day bat lwdi dao cia mot con da quy nhi
gitp Haruhiro. Cau rat bi€t on, nhung may con da quy nhi ma Kuzaku hat
vang ban nay dang rang ding diy, va trong s6 nhirng con bi ma phép cta
Shihoru th&i bay tit tung, da c6 con sip quay lai chién tuyén.

“Bén lién ke...!”

Yume chay 1&n, ban t&n vio mit mdt con dd quy nhi ti cw li cye gan.
Viéc ban cung trong trang thdi ap sdt k& dich hoic bi k& dich dp sit c6 dd
khé cao hon nhiéu the ngwoi bén ngoai nhin thdy. Yume da thyc hién
thanh cong, nhung miii tén chi ddm vao mi€ng con d4 quy nhi va xuyén
sang ma trai. Chirng d6 khong v6 hiéu hod né dwgrc. Yume bd miii tén thir
hai, budng cung va rat dao san.

“Té qua troi té...”

Haruhiro vira 1am bam, vwa thwe hién Swat, Swat, Swat. D61 tha cia
ciu khong phai mot, ma 1a hai con d4 quy nhi. N&u chi mdt con, ciu van c6
the nghe ngéng nim bét tinh hinh xung quanh, nhung khi d&i phwong c6
tan hai con thi ding 12 vd vong. D th& nao thi ciling loan 1&m ré6i. Ciu



khong kieém soat dwoe chi€én cudc. Cling khong c6 dau hi€u nao cho thay
cau c6 the doi pho.

Cau mudn hét 1én ring, ai d6 hdy ciru ching t6i. Prong nhién s& chging
c6 ai ctru ca. Ciu hi€u chir. Rang cd bon chi con céch ty lyc canh sinh.
Budc phai thodt than. Néu khong lam dwore thi sé chét. Bién thanh xwong
va tro, roi dan da sé chging con ai nho dén. Khoéng phai chi ¢6 bon
Haruhiro. S& ching con ai nhé dén nhitng ngudi da ra di trede ddy nhu
Manato, Moguzou, Choco va cac dong ddi cua Kuzaku ntra.

“... Chuyén nay khong dua dwoc dau...”



hu’(% khong phéi chuyén dua.

Tui Haruhiro thoat chét trong gang ta’c, chay vé cin ¢ Tién ¢6n Dong
Co6 Poc va mua hai chi€c Téu gia ré tw tiém ban Iéu noi dwong nhanh.
Chezlng can phai néi 1a mét chi€c ctia bon con trai va chi€c con lai danh cho
tui con gai. Ranta 1dm nham luén mdm vé viéc c¢r mua mot chi€c Iéu by
chang r6i moi ngwoi than mat ngd cung nhau la dweec, nhwng khong ai
dong y. Sau d6, ca bon dn qua loa cho xong btra, r'oi tui con gai di toi nha
tdm cong cong. Lil con trai lwong ly trude chi phi tim cao ngoai dy dodn,
nén quy€t dinh xem tinh hinh mdt ngay coi sao... Mot quy€t dinh hop I,
ring néu qua mot ngiy ma boc mui thi d&n mai tim rika 13 dwore. The 13, ca
bon nhanh chéng ndm vt ra trong chiéc Iéu dwoc dung ngay bén ngoai cin
cur.

Diing nhw di doén, chiéc Téu ré tién nay qua chat véi ba thing con trai.
Pai khai, xét trén ti€u chuan dan 6ng con trai, Haruhiro va Ranta kha twong
dong, nhung Kuzaku thi cao qua. N6i1 pho trweong mdt chut thi minh ciu ta
chi¢m dién tich cfia hai ngwdi. Ba thing con trai chwa tim rira gi & cung
nhau d€n sdng trong tinh trang gan nhw dinh 18y nhau, thyc sy khong phai
chuyén dua.

Bdy gior c6 nén di tdm khong ta? Hay mua lgi mot chiéc léu khdc?
Nhwng liéu ga bdn léu tham lam do c6 nhdn doi trd hang khong day? Tai
sao minh khéng mua mét chiéc [éu to hon nhi? Ma minh co tién chie. Do
bdn tinh ngwoi ngheo a? Minh Lo tré nén ket xi mat roi.

Ranta dang ngdy luén roi, nhiwng ngu ngay thé’ nay co dwgc khong nhi?
Chc%ng phdi vdn con viéc can lam sao? Hop rit kinh nghiém chc%ng han?
Thuec ra, trong liic An com, Haruhiro dai khdi ciing nhéc t&i chuyén néu cit
tiép dién nhw thé nay thi khdng &n, nhung ca bon déu mét nhoai, chglng 18y
dau ra khong khi d€ ma thao luan. Haruhiro néi thét 1a cling mét pho, cau



mang tam trang, hom nay thé’la du roi, co gi dé’ ngay mai, cho dén mai di.
Nhwng khong dwoc nhi. Hoan toan khong on chiit nao.

“... Kuzaku, con thirc khong?”

“U.C6.”

“Tha’y sao?”

“Sao la sao?”
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“Lam thi 2.

“... Kho that.” Kuzaku déap.

“Cau biet vi sao kho khong?”

“(y thi. Um. Mang mang?”

“Nhuw thé” khong dwore dau...”

Chrflng phai chi minh Kuzaku khong dwgrc. Chinh Haruhiro ciling t€ hai.
CAu mudn do hét ta't ca 16i Tam cho Kuzaku va Ranta. Du chuyén khong
phai vdy. C6 ra't nhiéu van d€, khong chi mot hay hai. Chiing déu rang
budc v&i nhau va dang di theo chiéu hwdng xa'u.

“T6i biét minh khong dwoc.” Kuzaku dinh tré minh, nhuwng chic tai
chat qua nén théi. “... Nhwng khong hi€u sao... N6i loi nay hoi ki nhung t6i
tha’y vui, c6 I€ vay.”
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“Dul thye t€ thé nay nhung t6i da danh nghiém tic da’y. C6 1€ trudc day
khong nhw vady. N6i sao nhi? B&i vi cdm gidc Ian nay c nhw 1a hanh dong
cua toi ¢6 y nghia? Ki€u vay chang?”

“...Th&"a?”
“Khong chét thi that t6t. Khong mot ai nwra.”

“U.”

“Ta’t ca phu thudc vao tdi phai khong?”

“Vay nén t6i bao sé va't va ma, Tank [Chiu don] 8y.”

“Thu linh cling th& con gi.”

Haruhiro khong tra 1oi.

Kuzaku 6 1é khong phdi ngwoi xdu. Di minh vdn chiwa hiéu ro cdu ta.

V/o”’i voc ddng troi ban nay, chdc chdn cdn ta ciing ndm giw sitc manh
co bap twong xwng. Nhwng cdu ta khong chuyén dong tw do va linh hoat.



Ciing khong co sw khéo léo va tinh ti mi toi turng chi tiét nhw Moguzou. Lai
thiéu cdm gidc kién tri. Co thé ndi la khong kién dinh, dé lung lay, kho long
trong cdy... Khong dworc roi.

Thdt sw khong on. Minh kiéu gi ciing so sdnh cdu ta voi Moguzou.
Kuzaku khong phdi la Moguzou.

Haruhiro ¢6 biét bao diéu c6 the néi voi Kuzaku, nhw 1a, lam thé nay
tot hon, hoac lam th€ kia tdt hon... Vi du nhw, cdu mo rong co the qua,
hodc, cdu nén ha thdp hoéng. Vay nhwng, quan diém cia dao tic nhw
Haruhiro thi liéu hop 1f d&&n mic dd ndo? Kuzaku chic cling c¢6 suy nghi
ri€éng cta minh, vi th&" ¢6 1€ cau nén giao phé cho dwong sy nhirng phan
ti€u ti€t. N&u Haruhiro bi mdt ngwoi khong phai dao tic gidng gidi vé cach
thiec di chuyén cia dao tic, d€n cdu ciling sé nghi “nha nguoi thi biét cai
qudi gi”. Thoi gian quen biét cta cdu véi Kuzaku rat ngdn, nén Haruhiro
cling ¢6 phéan khong doan dwgc phan ing cua ciu ta. Noi toi day, Haruhiro
van gin nhr khong biét roi moi chuyén c¢6 6n hay khong, gép y xong liéu
¢6 lam tinh hinh tré nén khé x& hay khong, vi th&’, ciu van chi dang trong
giai doan tim hiéu... Thdt rdc roi.

Vira m&i bat dau budn ngt, Haruhiro da tha’y y thirc cia minh chim sau
vao bong tdi. Khi tinh gid’c, khoan ban dén tinh than thi th€ trang cua ciu
da t6t 1én. Hinh nhr moi ngwdi déu ra ngoai ma van bd nguyén Téu lai nén
tui Haruhiro cling 1am theo. Mién khdng d€ lai hanh 1i bén trong thi chic
cing chfmg ai thém 18y cip maYy cdi Téu ré tién rdch nat nay. Ding xong
btra sang tai dwong nhanh cda can ct Tién d6n, h6m nay ca bon lai khoé
khodn di t&i Wonder Hole thdi.

HOm qua, sau khi tim hi€u mot chiit, Haruhiro bi€t dworc sinh vat giong
ga béo mup dwoc goi 1a melruk.

Tui cam gdy la duergar, khi 16ng 1a bogie, 1ii d4 quy nhi 1a spriggan. Ba
loai dang sinh s6ng & khu vyece ngay géan 161 vao cuia Wonder Hole dwgc goi
1a Tam A Nhan. M&i quan hé gitra Tam A Nhan ra't cing thfmg, chi can bt
gap sé€ 14p tiec lao vao chém giét 1an nhau, nhung d6i véi ching, ké thi 1om
nhd't 1a con nguoi. Song, r6 rang la ching khong ra tay voi nguoi cd vé
manh. N6i cdch khdc, Tam A Nhan coi tui Haruhiro 12 1ii ngudi y&u dudi.

Trong Tam A Nhan, chi ¢6 d6i mét nhw d4 quy cia spriggan ban dwoc
voi gid cao nén thinh thoang chiing s€ bi sidn lung rdo ri€t. Du vay, rat hi€m
linh tinh nguyén ¢ tinh chon Tam A Nhan 1am dd1i tha.



Tam A Nhan thueong di sin melruk theo biy hodc bit nhitng 4 nhin
khac r6i an thit chiing d€ sinh ton. Khong nghi ngo gi, ching la nhém sinh
vat y&u ot nhat trong Wonder Hole. Néu bi ching can tré thi chflng con gi
de ban ntra. Hodc ta c6 th€ néi ngworce lai, vung da't cia Tam A Nhan 12 cénh
ctra dau tién d6i véi nhitng ngwoi linh tinh nguyén dén Wonder Hole va
nhdm nhe ki€m mdt mén hovi.

“...Nhueng ma...!”

Haruhiro viwra thi tri€én Swat [Dap ru6i] v&i cai gy cia duergar A, vira
ki€m tra dong thai cia dong doi. Kuzaku dang tdp trung xai khién do giy
cta duergar B, Ranta thi chay vong vong v&i duergar C. Yume cling danh
nhau v&i duergar D bang dao sin, va dén cd Merry ciing dang giang co voi
duergar E. Th€ trdn that bap bénh. Ti€p nd1 ngay hdom qua, bon Haruhiro
vAn bj nhém Tam A Nhén khinh r& va nhanh chéng gip canh nay. Dot phd
canh cong thir nha't nay that chealng dé dang.

“Ranta, k&t liéu phtt né di!” Haruhiro go I1én. “Phdi c6 ai d6 bdo vé
Shihoru...!”

“Cam di! Tao bi€t r6i. Tao khong mudn nghe may néi may loi d6! bi

"?

nao! Sat chiéu cua ta! Bao liét v6 song trammmmmmm...!

Khi Ranta ngtrng chay va bit dau tung don manh mé&, duergar C bén
nhay lui vé d€ gitr khoang cach v&i cdu ta. Con duergar d6 binh tinh hon
Ranta nhiéu. Hay phdi néi rang Ranta ngu dén qud?

Kuzaku hdu nhw tdp trung vao phong ngw nén chdc hin khong thé ddanh
bai duergar B ngay. Du khong thé’ ha guc nhwng néu doi khi cdu &y thu hiit
dwoc quan dich khong phdi mot ma la hai tén, hodc nhiéu hon, giong nhw
Moguzou thi dé thé biét bao nhiéu. Moguzou da lam thé nao nhi...?

Merry danh ngang co’ v&i duergar E. Yume chi€n v&i duergar D hoi vat
va. Co phdi duergar D do hon mdy con khdc khong nhi? Khdong phai twdng
teong. RO rang nd to gdp doi luén. Vay nén nd tréng c6 vé manh. NEéu
nhin ra diéu nay tw dau thi Haruhiro da giao né cho Kuzaku hodc Ranta
roi. Pay la sai [am cua Haruhiro.

Duwong nhw Shihoru dang tim thoi co thi trién ma phéap, nhwng néu bay
gio ti€p vién cta quan dich, hodc bogie hay spriggan tham chién thi thuc sy
xong doi.

... La minh. Minh phdi lam diéu nay, Haruhiro nght.



Moguzou, nguoi bon cdu c¢6 thé trong cdy hoan toan ca & phwong dién
phong thu 14n tdn cOng, da khong con ntra. Tuy Ranta thi thoang phat huy
dwore siec manh ¢6ng pha nhwng lai thi€u hut tinh 6n dinh. Chfmg dam hi
vong gi. Shihoru dang c& géng trang bi cho minh hod lirc. Tuy nhién, ciu
Ay van chwra quen, va phdp sw phai dwg'c ddm bdo s an toan cua ban thin
thi mé&i c¢6 thé nghién nat k& dich bang ma thuét hiing manh.

Chi la thii linh thoi khdng dd. Haruhiro ciing phdi tré thanh stec chién
da’u ra tro. Ngay sau khi st dung Swat [Dap ru6i] v&i ciy gy cia duergar
A, Haruhiro x0ng t&1i r'oi gidm 1én dau gdi nd. Shatter [Pha goi].

“Gur raoo...” Duergar A ru 1én.

Haruhiro tdo bao ldch qua hong con duergar A ba't dong trong mot khic.
Cau dam con dao gam cam ngwgec ¢ tay phai vao gdy duergar A roi danh
manh dui cui vao sau dau no.

Haruhiro lao d&n chd Shihoru.

“Shihoru! T¢ s€ bao vé cdu nén mau dung ma phap...!”

“Pugrc...!” Shihoru trd 1o dit khodt roi bt dau niém than chd ngay 1ap
tirc. “Ohm Rel Ekt Nemun Darsh...!”
Nguyén t& béng tdi bay ra. Dinh chit vio ngay ding sau duergar D.

"’

“Thap tw chéooooo...!

Yume tdn c6ng khi€n duergar D Iti mot buwdc. Chan phai ciia né gidm
tring nguyén td bong tdi. Céch thirc khod muc tiéu tai chd d6 cia Shihoru
that 1a do di€u. Duergar D khong the' di chuyén. Chi ¢6 lic nay la Yume cé
the tAn cong dit doi, nhung duergar D van chdng trd bang cdi gy clia né.
That khé nhén.

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru tung mdt don Lightning [Sam sét] vao do.

Tuy Falz Magic [Ma phdp dién tir] ctia Shihoru bay gio> van gdp chiit
van dé vé d6 chinh xdc, nhung voi doi tha ba't ddng thi s€ khong trat dworc.
Duergar D dn nguyén mot tia sét, toan than né rung 1€n ban bat. N€u chan
phai khong bam dinh vao nguyén t6 béng t61 thi né da dé dang bi lwc xung
kich th&i bay. Dt n6 ¢6 vé chwa chét nhung chic ciing lo mo’ roi.

“A hd! Xt thoi...!”



Yume dung dao sian chém duergar D thanh ting manh. Duergar D da
xong. Gio’ quan dich con lai ba.

“... Minh dau c6 nghi th¢"...!?”

Haruhiro tw néi v&i ban than. Toi rdi. Xudt hién rdi. Bon khi 160ng bogie
di ra t dwong ham gan d6. Haruhiro chot nghi. Hém qua ciing la thiwe tw
nay. Nghia la ké'tiép sé dén spriggan? It nhat nén chudn bi tam li. Mdt ciia
spriggan co thé’ bdan dwgc. Sé ra tién. Haruhiro ty dong vién ban than, ciu
nghi dau tién ca bon phai giai quyét ba con duergar con lai va thém ba, a
khong, bon con bogie. Odi. Cd thdy la bdy con. Nhiéu hon bon minh. Dd
nén chay chira nhi...?

“Xem day! Angerrr [Cd dAm phin nd]...! Thé ndo, @6 nhai nhép!”

Ranta ddm chét duergar C.

“Jess Inn Sarc Cart Fram Dart...!”

La ma phép ctua Shihoru. Khong phai Lightning [SA'm sét], ma la phién
ban cao cap hon: Thunderstorm [Giong sét hung bao]. Muc tiéu la 1d bogie.

Am thanh khiing khi&p vang 1én, hai con bogie bj (danh bay. bon danh
trong gan nhuw tric dién nén hai con bogie dé chic han khong guwong day
dwoc. Trong khi Kuzaku d61 dau v&i duergar B va Merry con dang cam cu
voi duergar E, d61 thd méi 1a bogie A va bogie B xua't hién. Tong cong bon
con thi chi€n dwoe thoi. Khong, van d€ chang phai chuyén c6 the danh lai
hay khong, ma la ¢ gidi quy€t ching nhanh gon dworec khdng. Biéu day
ma&i quan trong.

“Yume! D1 chd voi Merry...!” Haruhiro thét.

“Ro!”

“Ranta, lo 1t bogie...!”

“A ha ha ha! Mdt minh 6ng day ciing da r6i...!”

“Puoc thé that thi tdt qud...! Merry, canh chwng Shihoru...! Shihoru,
n€u cg’) the’ thi ng'6i thién di...!”

“Ur”

“...H... Hi€u r6i...!” Shihoru dép.

Yume ngay lap titc d6i chd v&i Merry, Merry vé vi tri che chin cho
Shihoru. Ranta nhim vao bogie A dam t&i. Pdi thii ctia Haruhiro 12 bogie
B.



. Haruhiro c¢6 cam gidc bat an. C4u s¢ hai khdong dung dwoc. Du biét
rang khong dwoc nghi nira nhwng suy nghi &y ct vo thirc hién 1én. Gid ma
c6 Moguzou. Dau ban dau ho c6 Manato, r61 Merry gia nhap, va Moguzou
van & bén, diéu d6 khdng c6 nghia nhirng gi tui Haruhiro vun trong cho t&i
gio chi 1a con s& khong tron trinh.

K& ca khi khong néi ring mdi lién két gitra Haruhiro, Ranta, Yume,
Shihoru va Merry da hoan thién, nhwng ca bon van dat t&i mic dd c6 the
hi€u nhau thong qua mot cdi cham mét hay vai tir ngén ngi.

Ning lrc ctia mdi ngwoi dang dn dwgc nang cao.

Tuw tin thdi qua s€ vap nga, nhung phai cé niém tin vao ban than. Tin
vao chinh minh. Pung trd nén hén nhat, gitt moi thir & mrc vira phai. Kho
day, nhung bit budc phai lam.

Tui minh sé lam dworc. Haruhiro nghi.

Duergar va bogie khong trang bi ¢6 bdo ho ra h'on chaalng phai la doi tha
cua tui Haruhiro.

biéu dang chi y la s6 lwong kia. Phai phan chia x& 1 sao cho khéo 1éo,
trede mét 12 1am gidm s6 lweong quan dich that nhanh.

Chdic chdn tui minh sé lam dworc.

“Thi nao, Ranta...!”

“Choi luon!”

Chrflng can phai néi 1a thi cdi gi. Pwong nhién la thi xem bén nao két
lieu con bogie nhanh hon.

“... Leap Out [Phéong ra] ...!”

Ranta nhay vit mot cdi theo phwong chéo roi xua't hién ngay bén canh
bogie A. Sau d6, cdu ta xoay treong ki€m nhw dinh xén ¢6. Hon niva dau
clia bogie A bj cit roi.

“Mu ha ha! Tao thdng nhé Parupiro! Trd thanh nd 1& ciia tao tir hdm nay
di...!”

“Tao c6 dwa ra dréu kién ay dau...!”

Haruhiro khong tdn c6ng bogie B ma gitr tw thé” phong thi va st dung
Swat [Pap ru6i] v&i méng vudt tin cong tdi. Ranta vong ra sau lung bogie
B.

“Phap...!”



L'4n nay, thanh treong ki€m cdm vao thdi dwong bogie B. N6 bi ha guc.

“Tha’y chwa! Tao si€u manhhhh! Tao v6 d6i...! Parupiro y€u xiu! He...!”

Haruhiro tirc dién nén khong nén noi mot céi tic lwei. Nhwng ding nhw
tinh toan. Néu ciu danh sy chu y t&i viéc ding Ranta va khéo 1éo tin dung,
cdu ta rat htru ich.

“Haru...!” Merry hét Ién.

“Bi€t roi!”

Khi Haruhiro nhin sang, bon spriggan dang 1t lwgt kéo ra tv mdt ham
ngang khdc. Chuyén nay van nim trong du tinh. VAn dé 12 s& lwong.

“Nam... sau a!? Shihoru...!?”

“T¢ ¢6 th€ lam phép mot [an nira...!”

“(? ké! Cau can thoi di€m nhé...!”

“U..!”

“Ranta, duing ra vdi...! Sip t&i lwot may roi...!”

“O’l Dl sa0, ngudi hing ciing thwdng xua't hién sau cing ma...!”

Haruhiro nhin thodng qua tinh hinh bén Kuzaku va Yume. Yume da
chém nga duergar E, con Kuzaku van dang dung Block [Chan] triedc nhitng
don tan cong cua duergar B. O nay, du toi noi cdu chuyén tdm phong thu
nhwng khong phdi cdu dang ton qud nhiéu thoi gian a...?

“Jess Inn Sarc Cart Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru phat dong Thunderstorm [Gidng sét hung bao]. Ngay trwedc khi
chim tia sét gidng xudng, bon spriggan da tan ra. Du vdy vAn c6 mot con
khong kip tranh va bi sét danh bay.

“...Td xin 16i...!”

“Pwng ban tam!”

Haruhiro vtra an @i Shihoru vira nghi. Nam con. Ndm con sao? Chét tiét.
Néu Kuzaku nhanh chong két lieu duergar B thi dd co so lworng dii stec cdn
roi. Bo chc}y sao? Ban khodn phét. Khong phdi lic lwong lw nhi? Bon
spriggan sap siva dp sdt to’i tdn day roi.

“Moi ngwoi, Iiéu chét bao vé Shihoru..! Té s€ xir tirng con mot...!”

Noi vdy co on khong dday? Chién lwoc nay liéu co dai dot? Minh khong
biét. Nhwng bdy gio khong thé riit lai niga rdi. Ciing khong rdnh cho



chuyén do.

“Béo v€ phu nw 1a phong thdi cia dan 6ng day! Ranta! Cho tui nay
chiém nguwong ban linh dan 6ng ctia may di...!”

“T4t nhién r'oi, thing ngd’c! Cit giao cho taoooo...!”

Ranta, Merry, va cd Yume, mdi ngwdi déu cAm sin vii khi va vay quanh
Shihoru.

Bon spriggan li lwot kéo dén. Tui Ranta kién tri tdc chi€n phong nguw,
di xdy ra hdn chién ciing khong phd v& ddi hinh. Chi mot minh Haruhiro
thodt ra khéi vong vay 1dng 1€o cia bon spriggan.

Cau ddi hwdng, nhdm vao sau lung con spriggan. La né. Con dang tén
cong Merry.

Haruhiro chon Spider [Nhén sat thi], chiéu thirc cé tinh chinh xac cao
hon Backstab [Pam sau Iwng]. Cau ti€p can tw phia sau, ddm vao than né
roi ngay lap tirc cit xuyén c& hong theo mot dwong vong cung tir tai phai
sang tai trai.

Haruhiro x& xong dwore mdt con spriggan, nhirtng con khac bén bu vé
phia ciu.

“...Chetroi...I”

“Lam m6i nh ngon da’y, Piropirooo...!”

Ranta tdn dung thoi co chém vao lung spriggan. Qua néng. Tuy khong
phdi vé&t thwong chi mang nhung nhd vdy, bon spriggan khong chi nhim
vao mdt minh Haruhiro nita. Hai con spriggan A va B nhim t&i Haruhiro,
spriggan C d6i dau Ranta con spriggan D quay qua Yume. Nho vay,
Haruhiro dé thé hon chiit nhung van 1a thé trAn mot choi hai. Cing day.

“DEtd...!I” Merry hét.

Merry dAm mot nhét sic lem bing ciy doan trwong, 1am spriggan B sao
nhang. Spriggan B xoay nguwoi, tranh ciy doan tregng r'oi quay qua phia
Merry. Merry kéo spriggan B khdi Haruhiro. B&i vay, Haruhiro chi can doi
dau voi spriggan A.

Tuy khong ding theo k& hoach xit firng con mét cia Haruhiro, nhwng
cuc dién da chuyén thanh bdn nhém mdt choi mot. Tuy khdng phai td't nha't
nhung cling 1a t&6't hon. Du khong the’ dwa vao ma phép cia Shihoru, b&i cd



han d3 thAm mét sau khi ding phan 16n stc manh ma thudt ctia minh,
nhwng mdi khi ai d6 ddnh bai spriggan, tui Haruhiro s& ¢6 thém 1¢i the’.

Haruhiro vira st dung Swat [Péap ru'6i] v&i con dao cda spriggan A vira
nghi. Qud nhién la do Kuzaku.

Nhweng chiu thoi. Cdu ta thwe sw chi moi gia nhdp t6’ doi. Thoi gian lam
linh tinh nguyén ciing ngdn. Ban dau tui Haruhiro ciing t& d6 thoi. Tuy bay
gi® ching phai ghé gém 18m, nhung bon cdu timg & hon nhitu. Nghi vé
dao 'y thi khong thé€ cwedi nhao Kuzaku dwoc. Khong, minh dau cé khi dé
cdu ta. Trede mét cau chi biét mong Kuzaku s& cd” hét sitc trong nhitng
viéc ma hién tai cau &y c6 the€ lam.

Nhiwng ma ré rang, cdi kiéu cdu ta cw ddy dwa mai voi duergar B nhw
mot trdn so ke thwe lwe la sao hd? Chiing ta dang chay dua vo'i tho'i gian
kia ma.
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... P& roi sao...!” Haruhiro thét 1€n.

Nguy hiém. Haruhiro suyt chiit nira S/WEl'[ [Pap rudi] treot con dao cua
spriggan A. Haruhiro dang dao dong. Chdc vdy roi.

Bon spriggan lai xudt hién to ngach khac. Khong rd s6 lwong bao
nhiéu. Ttr ba d&n nidm con ching? Shihoru chic khong dung Thunderstorm
[Giong sét hung bao] dwoc nwra. Nguy roi.

“Thé thi, v6 vong roi...!”

Chi con nwoc chay thoi.

“Moi nguoi...!”

“Xem dayyyyy...! Hatred [Nhat chém thu hén]...!”

Ranta chém nga spriggan C r'6i tdn cong bon spriggan m&i xua't hién.

“Ha!? May dang lam céi... Hy...!”

Haruhiro lai suyt ra chiéu hong véi Swat [Pap rudi]. Du khong thé” thi
Haruhiro ciing dang rdi hét ca 1én. Cau mong dwng cé thém chuyén bat
ngo’ nao nura.

“Ranta...!?”

“Kién tri di, Haruhiro!”

Ranta vo lao vao 1t spriggan m¢i t&i nhung roi dung Exhaust [Bai xich
hé] 1ui phit vé sau va bd chay. Bon spriggan 1ién dudi theo Ranta.



“... N&u rit lui tai ddy chiang phai ching ta chi lip di lip lai cing mot
viéc sao! Tao s€ cau gio’. Gié€t sach 1t nay nao...!”

“Cai do...!”

Tuy minh c6 nghi rang ¥ chi, nghi lic hay bdn linh déu quan trong
dady... Haruhiro vira nghién ring vira tung Swat, Swat, Swat 1én con dao clia
spriggan A. Nhwng di cd” gang bao nhiéu ciing dau co khd nang bién diéu
khong the’thanh co the.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Nemun Darsh ...!”

Shihoru phong ra nguyén t6” bong t01, cd dinh nd trén mat dat, cam
chan mdt con trong bon spriggan m¢i xud't hién. Nhwng chi nhue mudi bo
bi€n. Ranta tdn dung t6i da Exhaust [Bai xich hé] va dang 16i kéo lu
spriggan, nhing mot 1at nira cau ta s€ mét dirt hoi. Khi c’huyén ay xay dén,
viéc chay tr6n sé ra't khé khan, trie khi bd lai Ranta. Chang 1€ chi con cdch
viung lén va ddnh dén cung a?

“A haha!”

Haruhiro nghe thdy tiéng cwoi. Khong phai giong dong ddi cau. Ai
vay...?

Quay sang, Haruhiro nhin thd’y nhitng ngwoi linh tinh nguyén voi trang
bi cdng kénh thong tha di toi. Ho cdch tui Haruhiro khodng muoi lam mét,
cling chang quéa xa. Vdy ma tqi sao nhitng ngwo'i do lai binh tinh dén thé?

Vi ho thwce sw binh tinh a?

“O. Pang chién kia, dang chi¢h kia.”

“A ha ha. C§ 1én nhé~"

“(¥ c&p d6 phai dinh ddng t&i 1a d6 k& ra mét phét nhé.”

“Thoi thi, day la con dwong ai ciing di qua ma?”

“Pau ¢g, tor dau ching ta da chgng bi tan cong.”

“ff, w. Khong bi tdn cong nho'.”

“N6i m@i nho ding thé that~”

Thuc t& ddng 12 bon spriggan con ching quay ra nhin t& doi d6.

B6n nam, hai nr. Thanh phian cé vé bao gom hai chi€n binh, mot thanh
ki s1, mOt phap sw, mot tu si va mot dao tac. Nhin mot cai la bi€t ngay. Cha't
lwong cuda trang bi cling nhw bau khong khi ho dem lai khac hoan toan vi
tui Haruhiro. Khong nghi ngo’ gi ntra, t6 ddi d6 manh hon tui Haruhiro.



T&1 thiéu 1a khi dat t&i level d6, Tam A Nhan s& khong ra tay. Nghia 1a
c6 the di theamg mdt mach qua noii nay.

“May nguoi gidp tui nay dwgec ma...!”

Yume lau bau. Chudn khong cén chinh. Tui Haruhiro dang chat vat
chién ddu va roi vao hi€ém canh. Chuyén nay chic chin nhin Ia thay, va
gitp do nhau chit xiu thi cling dau bi phat phai khong? Né&u l1a Haruhiro,
triede hét clu sé 1én tiéng. C sao khong? Tui minh hé tror nhé? Minh mudn
lam thé, voi tw cdch mot con ngwoi. Khéong phdi vdy sao? Thé ma ddam kia
sao thé" hd? Ho viea noi cwoi vui vé viea di xa dan. Dédu oc binh thwong
khong do? Thé ma cing la con ngwoti w? Minh khong cdm thdy ho la
phwong dai gian dai dc. Ma théi, cé thé ho trong twong doi binh thwong
nhwng thwce ra lai la tdp hop cia mot ddm khong phdi con ngwo'i thi sao...?

Cudc song von tan khoc.

Chi ¢6 thé’ tin twong dong doi. Khong the ki vong gi vao ngwo'i khdc.
Tuyét doi khong dworc. Phdi tw minh gidi quyét thoi.

Dé song sot, chi con cdch tw lwe canh sinh dot phd con dwong khong ra
dwong nay.

“T¢ hanh ddng day...!” Haruhiro néi.

Né&u khong binh tinh s€ hong viéc. Ciu hi€u nhwng vin thidy néng ca
ngwoi. Haruhiro ra chiéu Swat [Dap ru6i] that manh voi con dao cha
spriggan A r'oi bdt cong tdc. Khong, chging c6 céi cong tic & dau ca, nhung
n6 c6 nghia la Haruhiro da thay doi ché’dé ctia ban than mot cach ¢é cha v,
nhw cdch ngudi ta bat cong tic.

“Assault [Cwong kich] ...!”

Clu dung dao gam va dui cui tdn cong lién tuc. Nhwng, sau bon don
danh lién ti€p, cdu dwng lai. Spriggan A lam vé mét nhw mudn kéu: “0O...2”
Ngay lic nay. Haruhiro chay thit nhanh, lach qua bén hong spriggan A,
dung dui cui danh mot don vao sau dau n6. Ti€p da'y, cau dam dao gam vao
gdy spriggan A dang ldo dao.

“Merry...!”

Khi Haruhiro d6n hoi vao bung va hét 1én, Merry dang chién dau voi
spriggan B quay sang phia cdu. Khong cham tré, Merry ding doan trirong
quét ngang chan spriggan B. N6 nga lan kénh. Lwng. Haruhiro nhao lén
lung spriggan B khi n6é dinh gwong ddy. Cau bj dao ctia né cit vao canh tay



hay dau d6, nhung c& nay chang nhdm nho. Haruhiro thoc dao gim vao
dwdi cim spriggan B, roi cir thé cira cdi xoet. Spider [Nhén sét tha].
Spriggan B tiéu doi.

“Haru! V&t thueong...!”

“P€ sau cling dwoe. Bay gio...!”

Thdt phdn khich. Ciu hoi s¢ khi thdy minh ¢6 vé hirng chi qua da,
nhung n€u lam ngudi cai dau lai va ma't di khi theé” nay thi that dang ti€c.
Ching phdi minh nén tién xa hét mikc ¢6 thé va dat t¢i mike gan cwe han
luén sao? Cau ciing c6 cam gidc minh s€ dat dwoc diéu gi ddy. Cau dy cam
ring phai ching cAp do ctia minh sip ting 1én mot bac.

“Punishment [Pon trirng phat] ...!”

Kuzaku cudi cing da bo thanh trwong ki€m vao dau duergar B. Dwgre.
Puwoc roi, dwore roi, dwore rdi! Haruhiro nhdy mét véi Yume. Yume dwong
nhw da hiéu.

"7

“Po neeee! Combooooo...!

Yume tung combo [don lién hoan] gom Cit tia va Thap tu chéo day stic
manh, khi€n spriggan D chun bwdc. Tuy nhién, pha tdn céng khéng danh
V%lO chd so héd cta d61 tha, nén ngwoi ra don 12 Yume lai hoi ma't thing
bang. Nguy hiéin day nhwng khong sao. Ldu roi moi thay.

Nhin thay dwong ké do roi.

Mot dwong ké phat sang 1o mo.

Céu khong Tan theo dwong ké &y, ma co’ the tw chuy€n dong theo nd.
Con dao di Vﬁ\lO cai xoet, chir khong han 1a cdu dam 11(’). Haruhiro tham hoi
spriggan D bang Backstab [DPam sau Iwng] va két li€u n6 chi voi mot don
duy nhat.

Tinh hinh siéu thudn lgi. Sé thanh cong. Dén roi.

“Yume, Kuzaku ntra! Ti€n Ién! Gidp Ranta...”

Troi md.

Haruhiro hoa mét, béin riin tay chan.

Thanh cong? Ché nao? Cdi gi thanh cong chir? Dén roi hd? U diing.
Qudan dich dang dén kia.

L duergar di ra tr ngach bén tay phai. Ngach phia tay trdi 1a bon bogie.



Tam A Nhén khong hoa hop. Minh sé khién cho chiing dau dd ldn nhau.
Y twdng d6 thoang qua dau nhung ciu khong nghi ra k& hoach cu thé.

Dén nwoe nay thi du nghi thé nao, chay ciing la cdch duy nhat. Nhiwng
thé thi phdi lam sao voi Ranta? Minh khong biét nita. Minh thiwe sw khong
thé’ quyét dinh noi.

“... Merry, Shihoru! Chay di...! Ca Yume ntra! Kuzaku...!”

Haruhiro ddnh mét vé phia Kuzaku. Kuzaku d3 nang tA'm chén cda cdi
mil sit 1én. Du dang thé hdn hén, Kuzaku vin nhan 4nh nhin ctia Haruhiro
va gt dau.

Qud nhién, nhitng lic thé¢’nay la vdy do. Sé thanh ra nhw thé nay thoi.
Chdng phdi minh mudn lén mdt thé hién gi dau, ma tw nhién né vay.

Haruhiro khong nghe thd'y Merry, Shihoru va Yume dép lai. Cau chay
ve phia bon bogie, con Kuzaku xong vao 1u duergar... Hay...

S0 muon khoc luon day.

S lworng nay gay qud. Bao nhiéu con bogie ddy troi? Nhin nhanh thi
khong dém noi. Gi vdy chie? Rot cudc la sao? Chét mdt thoi. Qud nay. Chét
chdc. Néu xong thcv;ng vao thi sé bi nghién ndt trong nhdy mdt. Khong dworc.
Minh phdi cdu gio, it thoi ciing dwgc. Piing vay.

Haruhiro s¢, so' t&i dung dirng 16ng téc khip ngudi, du thé cau van 16i
kéo, thu hut, roi lai 16i kéo ké dich. Chi mot bwdc nira thoi 1a c6 1€ 1il bogie
s€ lao toi.

Tai d6, Haruhiro dot ngdt chuyén hwdng. Xoay mét tram tam mwoi do
qua nhién la ba't kha thi nén cdu quay trdi khoang mot tram d9. Haruhiro
chay, chay hét strc. Lii bogie vira hét “gya gya” vira dinh lao vao cin ciu.
Cau khong hi vong ¢6 the€’ bd xa ching. Chi con cach trdn chay vong quanh,
cho du 1a mot hay hai gidy...

“Hay...!”

Yume. Tai sao Yume lai didng & noi Haruhiro dang chay t&i? Mii tén
Yume bén swot qua mit Haruhiro, khdng biét c6 triing bogie khong. Cau
chaalng xac nhan dwoc né€u khong ngodi lai, nhwng ngoai lai thi c6 nguy co’
s& bi 1ii bogie bét kip, nén cau khong th&’ kiém tra.

“Yume, tai sao...!?”

“Haru nghi Yume c6 th€ chay tr6n a...!?”



Sau khi nha thém mot mii tén, Yume cdt buwdc chay bén canh Haruhiro.
Giong ¢ nghen ngao.
“Bé tui Haru lai ma chay 4! Ai ma lam th& dwoc...!”

) Chuyén ay co lé diing, nhwng... Co nghia la, khong chi riéng Yume hd?
Oi. Thay roi. Merry va Shihoru ¢6 mat & phia Kuzaku dang bi 1t duergar
danh hdi dong. Kuzaku Iiéu mang dung khién cung treong ki€m bao vé
minh, xoay x& ding virng dwoc. Ranta thi vAn bj bon spriggan dudi chay
vong quanh, khong bi€t sé€ tru dwoc dé€n khi nao.

Toan doi diét vong.

Dui viing vdy thé nao ciing sé bi tiéu diét sach.

Tét cd roi sé chét o day.

Xin 16i, Moguzou. Dii t& van c6 cdm gidc kiéu nhw: “Xin 16i cdi qudi gi
thé?” Nhwng ma, xin 16i nhé. Di theo cdu som thé nay chc%ng 10t chiit nao.
Cheét tiet! Chet tiét! Chét tiét...!

“Khong...!” Haruhiro hét 1€n.

Noi vdy roi thi lam thé nao nita? Moi chuyén sé ra sao?

“Minh khong mudn chét...!”

Sé chaalng ra lam sao ca. Ciing khong the€’ lam gi. Bon Haruhiro, va chinh
béan than Haruhiro, déu khéng c6 sirc manh.

_Véy nén, du khong mudn chét, ca bon van s& chét & ddy. S€ chét ma
chang d€'lai gi. N&u khong dworc ai thiéu xac, bon cau sé thanh zombie. Khi
thit tho1 riva va rovi ra, ca bon sé tré thanh skeleton. That kinh khing.

“A.LL7

Méng vudt cta bogie cit vao chan Yume. C6 Ay tut lai. Yume nguy
mat... La day.

Cau chi con cach bat cong tdc. Cho du 1a vo ich. Chét ma khong lam
dwoc gi thi ciing the'. It ra ciu ciing phai ¢& ging da. Haruhiro thay d6i ché’
do.

“Assault [Cwong kich]...!”

Chét ciing dwoc. Hay nén néi la ddng nao ciing chét. Bogie c6 may
con? Tam? Chin? Hon mwoi? Liéu minh cdm chdn dwoc bao nhiéu?
Haruhiro ti€n sat gan 1u bogie dang dinh tdn cong Yume. Cau dung dao
gam d€ chém, dung dui cui d€ dap. Cau chém, dap, dam, dap, chém, dap,



dam ba't ki con bogie nao trong tdm v&i. Bon bogie bi Haruhiro ap dao
trong gidy ldt roi phan cong ngay tirc khic. Méng vudt cia lii bogie 1am
Haruhiro bi thwong. Ciu dinh thwong tich ddy minh trong nhdy mit.
Haruhiro van hiing huc tdn cong khong budn d€ y. Dung lai coi nhw xong
doi. TG tan khi chét méi dwoc ditng chiing? Yume lién tuc bén tén ti cy li
cuc gan. Co dang gao 1én tham thiét.

T4am nhin cta ciu chi con mot nira. Cé vé mét phai cta ciu tiéu roi.

Céu khong the vung dui cui. Tay trdi cling khong ctt dong dwge nira.

Khé thé, hay néi chinh xac hon, ciu khong the ho hap dwgc cho ra

on.

Yume khuyu g6i. Co6 vung cung tén mot cach vo dinh. MGt con bogie
vong ra sau hi’ng Yume. Tao khong cho phép. Haruhiro dinh lao vao con
bogie d6. Ngay sau d6, ciu cdm tha’y xung kich & khép noi trén co’ thé va
khi nhan ra thi cdu da nim do dat roi. Yume dang d¢ 1én Haruhiro. Cdu
dinh che chdn cho to da@y a? Bé tro dé di. Giong minh khéng phdt ra
dwoc... Két thiic roi a?

Chi dén day thoi sao? Yume bi mong vudt clia bogie rach mot vét rong
ngodc trén dau, khi€n co6 cat ti€ng hét tha't thanh. Dwng lgi di. Co ay la con
gdi do. Cau nghi vay. Nhung co th€ khong ctir ddong. Tim cdu tan vor. Minh
tir b6 roi. Nhueng it nhat. VAt kiét chit siec Iyc cudi cing, Haruhiro 6m ghi
12y Yume. “Haru,” Yume goi tén c4u. Haruhiro 1in mot vong d€ Yume nam
dwdi. Cau ¢6' lam nhw vay.

“Ha...”

Gi thé?

Dd xdy ra chuyén gi?

Dot tin cong chia 1t bogie da ngung.

Ching khong th€ tan cong dwge. Li do la...

Mau dbng loat phot ra tir bon bogie. P'ong loat. Khdng the the” duorc.
Nhung thye &, trong méit Haruhiro, chuyén dé dién ra cing mot lic.

Li bogie guc ngad de 1én nhau. Ching nga ca vao Haruhiro va Yume.
Tui Haruhiro bi dé bén dwdi thi td't nhién la bi ngat. Nhwng hon ca diéu d6
1a sy bang hoang. Chuyén gi day? Cdi gi dang dién ra vdy? Chdng hiéu gi
luon.



Ti€ng Yume vang Ién bén tai Haruhiro. Mit c0 &y & ngay canh mat cau.
NOoi cach khac, hai dira dang di sat vao nhau.

“Khong sao chr?”

Cau nghe thay giong dan O6ng. Dan 6ng? Ai day? Vdy la, co lé nao...

“Tui minh... dwoc cru?”

“Hém...?” Yume cling hoang mang.

“Cho chit.”

Cudi cung ciu ciing nhin dwge hinh ddng ngeoi dan 6ng &y. Cau nghi,
dua nhau day a, khong thé’tin noi.

Ngwoi dan O6ng day xdc bogie ra, trwde tién do Yume diy, roi toi
Haruhiro.

Dwong nhw khong phéi tro dua, khong phai a0 anh, cling khong phai
mo’. DU khé tin that, nhwng chi con cach tin thoi.

Chang trai trong kha tré, mac bo giap den rat oach, vira van voi nguoi
va ¢6 vé nhe, v&i 4nh sdng mau cam lot ra tir chd no chd kia. Gidp bdo hod
ntra than dwdi nhin gidng chin vdy khong d6i xing ciling ngau. Thanh
ki€m dai mang trén lung va dodn ki&€m gidt bén hong ciing ngau. Gurong
mat cling odch mién ché. Khong phai ki€u xinh dep my mi€u nhwng doi
méat hanh nhan cha't chira nét diém tinh, sy dir ddi va ndi bi thwong thirc s
ngau hét strc. Tom lai 1a rdt ngau, hay néi cach khac 1a phong do. Vo cuing
phong do.

Ngwoi dan 6ng manh nha't doan quén tinh nguyén.

Linh tinh nguyén ndi ti€ng hon ba't cr ai.

“... Anh Souma?”

Cau budt miéng héi khong nghi ngoi gi. Du thye ra cheamg can phai héi.

“H&?” Souma chép mét. “Biét tdi sao?”

“... Oi, cdi d6 thi em biét... chit... Chét quén, con moi ngudi...!?”

Cau déo dac nhin quanh, nhung moi chuyén da két thiic roi.

Ld duergar vira danh Kuzaku thé tham da bi quét sach béi hai nguoi:
mot thi€u nir yéu tinh xinh dep siéu cAp v&i mdi téc mau bac, mét trra ngoc
sapphire va lan da tring nhw tuyét; cing mot nguwdi dan dng c6 canh tay
siéu dai, deo mit na va bao phi toan than bang mot bo gidp ki quai.



Ranta hinh nhw dwoc ciru b&i ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1on, lan da ngdm den,
téc dreadlock!!?! va s& hitu doi mét sanpaku[13]. Thanh ki s1 Kemuri. Ciu
mudn ca't ti€ng goi, anh Kemuri. Anh &y dd moi cd bon udng reegru mot Ian
tai Quan rworu Sherry d€ chiic mung chién cong danh bai Dead Spot va con
can ly v&i céc cau. Kiém 167, than hinh qud lyc lwedng, 4nh mét cling khong
dé chiu nén anh A7y trong ¢ vé ddng sor, nhung chic chin 13 nguoi ra't tot.

Co nang elf chic 1a Liliya.

Theo nhw nhirng gi cu nghe ngéng dwoc, ngwoi dan 6ng deo mit na
v&i canh tay dai khong phai 1a con nguoi. Ping cdch hoi xa v&i than hinh
va khuén mat déu nhw tré con nhung cap mét duc ngau 1a ti linh thuat sw
Pingo... Haruhiro khong biét ro ti linh thuét sw 1a gi, nhwng ngwoi dan dng
deo mat na hinh nhw 1a ngwoi nhan tao dwoc tir linh thuét sw d6 rqo ra.
Nhwng, tao ra la sao chie? Tao ra dy. Minh hoan toan khéong hién y nghia
cia chuyén nay.

Du sao thi ¢6 vé dong doi Haruhiro déu binh an v6 sy. Theo nhw ciu
thAy, Ranta, Kuzaku, Merry, Shihoru déu khong bj thwong ning bing
Haruhiro va Yume. May thdt.

“Shima, chtra tri cho ho.”

Nghe Souma goi, mot chi gdi quyén rii va 1ong 13y budc td1i.

“Qi chao... Hoi bj nghiém trong d6. Con sd'ng dwoc 14 may mén 1&m
nha.”

“... A, ving, em xin 16i...” Haruhiro néi.

“Tai sao lai xin 161 th&? Ngdc that.”

Khi chi Shima khtc khich cwoi, ddu 6¢ Haruhiro 1i€n tré nén ngd ngan
chglng nghi ngoi gi dwge nra. Trong ldc ciu hoan toan bi chinh phuc b&i
nét quyén rli ngwoi 1on khong chit taAm thwong, viée tri liéu da hoan tat.
N6 khac véi ma phdp anh sang cla tu si. Hinh nhw 1a loai phép thuit ma
cau khong ranh.

Yume ciling dwg'c Shima chwra tri. Merry c6 vé da dung ma phdp anh
sang lén Ranta va Kuzaku. Merry va Shihoru chi bi thwong nhe. Shima
chtra tri cho Merry r'6i Merry lai khan treong tri thwong cho Shihoru.

“...Doi on...!” Ranta quy mop tredc nhém Souma. “Thyc sw! Thuc sy
cam on! Céc vi da gitp tui nay ra't nhiéu! Cac vi da ctru s6ng tui nay day!
Mém chiit nira chét cd dam r'6i! Ngay truedc lic bi gi€t sach! Poi on cic



vi...! Kia! Haruhiro! Yume! Shihoru! Merry! Ludn tién cad Kuzaku ntva! Tui
bay ciing cii dau ngay! Nhanh 1én! Tui bay bj dan a! Khong cé phép tic
thong thwong gi ca! Rat mot 1d ngd'c! Mudn chét thém Ian niva a!? Ha!?”

Souma néi ngén gon, “Ptrng ban tim.”

Ranta bén bat ddy voi t6'c dd dnh sang.

“Phai da’y!? Bi quy lay nhw th& cling khé chiu nhi, binh thwong ay!
TI}ﬁ’y chwra, Haruhiro! Ping nhu tao néi con gi!? Dirng c6 bt tao quy lay,
thang ngao!”

“...May tg y lam day chi.”

“Khong doi nao nhé! Tao ddy ma lai thé” a! Khong bi may de doa con
lau tao m&i quy lay nhé! Tén nay, thit ding 13, mot thiang t6i t&! Té cuc,
nghiém tdc da’y! Phuong dai gian dai 4c v&i cip mat ngdi ngti! Mdi khi ¢
co hdi may déu tinh gai by tao!”

“May ding 12 thdng rdc rwdi trdi sinh. Chéang thay ddi ndi...”

“Mdt thang nhéc ki la.” Shima khiic khich cudi.

“Ui troi.” Ranta dit tay 1én ngwc va r'oi nga lan kénh. “... Chét roi. Bay
gio tao da hoan toan bi ha guc... Tao yéu roi...”

“... X&u h6 qua.” Shihoru co nguoi lai.

“Gid ciu ta bién di cho khudt mét...” Yume nhiu may thanh hinh chir
bat, trong ctr nhw cd dang thd’y budn rau.

“Um...” Merry cui dau. “... Xin cdm on moi ngwoi. Do Healer [Nguwoi
chtra tri] 12 t6i khong 1am tron bon phin nén mdi ra ndng ndi nay...”

Kuzaku ng6i trén mat da't, 6m mot bén dau goi, cii dau voi vé ngueong
ngung.

“Khong dau.” Po6i modi day cia Kemuri khé cong 1€n. “Céi d6 dau th€
lam gi dwgre. Khong phai van dé ctia Healer nay no dau.”

“... Uhuhuhu.” Tt linh thuat sw Pingo bt ra ti€ng cwoi ghé ron. “Ngay
tai thoi di€m bi bon d6 ta'n cdng thi cor ban da chang con gi d€ ndi roi... Hé
hé hé...”

Bén canh Pingo, ngwoi nhan tao rén mot ti€ng “Oon...” tram nhw the
d6ng tinh v&i anh ta.

“Pong quan di€m.” Giong Liliya rff t doi lanh lang. “Pinh tién 1én phia
tredc voi nang lye & miee d6 bji Tam A Nhan xem thwong nghia 1a khong



con can cai mang nay ntra ha?”

Anh mét day s khinh thueong két hop véi giong néi nhw xuyén thing
tAm can clia ¢d nang elf qud ddi xinh dep c¢6 sire sat thwong hoi bi khing.
Cau thuc su chfmg con gi d€ néi ngoai xin 16i. Hodc néu dwoe thi ciu hi
vong s€ khong phai néi gi ma ctr thé” bay mau.

“Pung vay.” Souma gat dau. “Phai coi trong mang s6ng.”

“... Vang. Xin 10i. Bon em s& khong 1am th& ntra...”

“Vay cung khong dworc.”

“..or

“Néu chi cham cham gitr gin can than thi sinh mang chzatng co gia tri.
Mang sdng la thir d€ st dung.”

“Mang song, la thir d€ st dung.”

“Ty ban than mdi ngwoi ¢6 the quyét dinh cdch st dung nd. DAy mai 1a
sOng.”

“Bét dau ro6i.” Shima lai né nu cuwdi ddy mé hoic. “MA’y dira dirng nén
nghiém tic nghe nhitng 1&i Souma néi. Chac chin ngay mai ciu ta s& quén
hé€t ro61 néi chuyén hoan toan khac cho coi.”

“Yéy sa0?” Souma héi Shima v&i gwong mat nghiém tic.

“U.” Shima than nhién git dau. “Anh chang nhu ciu lic ndo ciing th&’

N9

ma.

Souma cup mét xudng va khé thé dai. “Vay sao...”

Souma ma lai té ra fu xiu vy a...? Haruhiro va ddm ban dwa mét nhin
nhau. Dwong nhwe, Souma hoi... khdc vori twong twong... thi phdi?

Haruhiro li€c nhin x4c 1 bogie. Hau hé€t bon ching c6 mdt nhat ki€m
trén co’ th€. Ching bi chém chét bdi mot nhat ki€m duy nha't. Mot minh
Souma, gan nhw chi trong nhdy mét, da quét sach xap xi mudi con bogie
dang & d6. Nguwoi linh tinh nguyén manh nhat, ¢ th€ dé dang lam dwgc
nhirng viéc dwong nhw khong ai c6 thé. Anh &y manh, thwc sy qua manh,
c6 1€ khon ngoan, rad't ngédu, la ngwoi & mot tam ra't cao so v&i tui Haruhiro,
khé ¢6 th€'lai géan... P6 1a hinh dnh ma bon ciu ting cd... nhung...

“Né&u non nét d&én do phai ddy dwa véi Tam A Nhan,” Liliya chi veé
hwong sau trong Wonder Hole, “chi ¢an chay thoat khoi noi nay 1a dworc.
Di hon bdn trim mét vao d&n hang ciia muryan thi trede mit Tam A Nhéan



s€ khong dudi theo ntra. T6i nghi nhitng ké ngu ngdc t&i tham hi€m
Wonder Hole ma dén diéu &y con khong bi€t thi tot nha't nén ngoan ngoan
quay tré lai, ngay qua ngay sdng trong yén lidng va tir xem xét lai ban than
di.”

Twng chir trong ciu ndi cia cd nang elf déu dau nhw dao cﬁt; Nhung cb
4y khong chi phé phan bon cdu ma con dwa ra 101 khuyén. Chang biét cd
dy 1a ngwoi dang so hay tdt bung nira.

“Ma nay, cdc cdu,” Kemuri nhin lwét qua mét ca dam, “la hoi da’y a?
Nhoém da ha guc Dead Spot.”

“Piing ding! Ping a!” Ranta nhv muén nhdy mua ngay tai tran. “Anh
con nh¢d nhi!? Vinh hanh qua! Nghiém tic, nghiém tic da'y a. Em chinh la
chang trai da danh bai PoOm T théan &y day!”

“La cdc cdu nhi?”

Bi Kemuri stra lwng, Ranta quy sup xudng.

“... Vang! Chinh xac nhw th&” a! Khong phdi em ma I1a bon em! Em xin
16i!”

“Thi€u mot ngwoi nhi? Monroe phai khong? Céu ta sao r'6i?”

“La Moguzou a.” Haruhiro trét gin giong va cdi xudng. “... Cau 4y
ché&t roi. C6 the ndi 1a ching em da khi€n ciu &y chét. Tai Phdo dai quan
sat Dead Head...”

“Do1 Thanh Xa a?” Kemuri ap tay lén tran. “O' thi, & 1ap trwong cua
Tank [Chju don], tha ban than chét di con td't hon d€ dong doi chét.”

“Vay sao?” Shima hoi. Kemuri chi kh€ nhtn vai.

“Cheamg phai thé sao?”

“O.Ngau qua.” Shima néi.

“... Rat mot 10 ngdc.” Pingo lam bam. “Tank chi toan I ngdc...
Uhuhu...”

Souma cau may. “Tank la ké ngdc sao? Toi ciing la Tank. N6i vy, toi
cung ngdc.”

“Khong th€ pht nhan.” Liliya qua nhién ra't lanh lung.

“Do la chuyén thwong xdy ra,” Shima mim cwoi, phdng phdt nét buon
dau d6, “nhwng mdi T4An nhw thé ta lai khong the d€ cho nd troi qua. Gia



nhw c6 chdn gid'u tan siu trong 1'dng nguce thi dong nwde mét Am néng van
ri ra tv d6. Khong nging, mai mai.”

Haruhiro khong r6 minh c¢6 hi€u y nghia an trong loi néi tya van tho
clia Shima hay khong. Haruhiro khong tw tin. Nhung ciu chic chin s&
khong quén lang. Ca Manato, cd Moguzou. Merry hin ciing s€ khong quén
dong doi cia minh, Kuzaku ciing vay.

Tai sao bon minh lai tiép tuc lam linh tinh nguyén, toi mirc phdi co
nhigng cdm xiic thé’ nay? Vi cudc song sao? Mot phan. Y chi sao? Chdc
ciing co cd li do do. Pa quen voi sw phdn khich khi ddnh cwoc tinh mang
minh? Khong thé khdng dinh la hoan toan khong ¢d, nhwng tuyét nhién
khong chi cé bang &y li do.

P¢& khong quén lang.

Manato va Moguzou da sdng, stt dung sinh mang, cdng hi€n hét minh,
roi chét di, trong than phan linh tinh nguyén.

Haruhiro khong mudn phd nhan cudc doi ciia d6ng doi, cia ban be.
Cau khong mudn nghi moi sy 12 vo ich. Cdu mudn khic ghi hinh 4nh ho
that ro nét trong tim.

Sw that 1a cdu mudn nhin thdy khung canh trai rdng & dau bén kia cta
con dwong nay, noi ma Manato va Moguzou dang ra da ti€n 1én d€ dét chan
to'i.

“... Em nghi khong nha't thi€t phai chon chét cling dwg'c ma.”

Haruhiro néi vady xong, Shima hoi nghiéng dau, nhw d€ khuyén khich
cau ti€p tuc.

Haruhiro khong hinh dung r6 ban than mudn néi gi, hay dang c6 néi gi.
Nhwng cau khong the' im lang dworc.

“Co I¢ s€ la niu kéo, nhwng khdng vui 1ap ma giwr that chat chaamg phai
cung dwoc sao?”

“Pung day.”

Souma dot nhi€n ng'6i xo0m xudng trwé’c mat Haruhiro.

O trong tw thé” médt d67 mat v&i anh Ay, cdu khong 1am sao git binh tinh
dworc.

“Gia nhap cho t6i khong?”

“..Da?”



Gia nhdp? Ché? Ché la gi? Ché & d? Gia nhdp ché & ciia Souma?
Khéng phdi nhi? Chdc sai roi.

“A tm... ‘chd t0i’ tic 1a...”

“La DAY BREAKERS.”

“A.Ra th&. Ding 1a the' nhi. Ha ha ha... O, HAAAAAAAAAAAA1?”

Cau nghi 13 ting ngwdi trong ddm Ranta chic cling déu hét todng hoic
nhdy dung 1én. Nhung Haruhiro chodng ving téi mirc phan ng ctia dong
doi chang lot ndi vao mat vao tai cu nira.

“Sao... Ua...!1? Tai... Nh... Nhung... dot ngdt, thé nay... khong... n6i the
nao nhi, 0...? Anh... choc em ha...?”

“Choc?” Souma mit khong doi sic, van ng'di xom va lam ddng tic choc
ngdn tay. “Pwong dot nhi.”

Khong, ngwo'i dwong dot la anh day.

Khi Haruhiro ching th& bit bé nhw vdy ma chi biet do ra ngan 1o te,
Liliya vira 1ic dau vira thé dai.

“... Souma. Ty dung ciu néi céi gi vay?”

“Cach né6i cua toi khong ding a? Toi dinh moi ho gia nhap DAY
BREAKERS (Poan Rang Bdng).”

“Cai do6 toi hi€u. Cu dang giéu cot toi day a?”

“Tai sao t0i lai gi€u cot Liliya ch? T6i kinh trong Liliya ma.”

“...Ch... Chuyén d6,” d6i m4 tring nhu tuy&t dau mua cta Liliya bong
phot hong, “t6i cdm nhan dugc. Nhung cdi t6i mudn néi khdng phai viéc
ay!”

“Khong duoc a?”

Souma Ian lwot nhin Liliya, Shima, Kemuri, Pingo va ngwoi nhén tao.
Sau d6, anh guc dau, mit hudng xudng dat.

“Thé 1a khong dwoc a...”

Kiéu nay, la dang tu xiu... nhi? Hoan toan luén. Nhin tw ddu nhin thé’
nao ciing thay vay.

“C... Céi chuyén dwoc hay khong...” Liliya cin moi. “... Khong phai
chuyén dwgc hay khdng, t6i chi...”



“Receiver [P4 nhan tin] con it 1m.” V&i grong mat ngac nhién dén
can loi, Shima c6 vé dinh tung cho Liliya mot chi€c phao ctru sinh. “Cau
hié€u r6 diéu 'y chix?”

Souma khé cau may roi nghiéng dau. “Chuyén do6 thi lam sao?”

“Lam sao ay ha?”

“Hét thi lai tim la dwgc ma. Pau can d€'y nhiéu.”

“...Cai d6... U thi, c6 I8 the"”

“P ngdc.” Pingo dwa lung vao ngwoi nhan tao va ngira mat 1én troi.
“Ng0c that. Ngoc hét thudc chira. Nhuwng t6i van biét the roi. Ku ku ku
ku...”

Kemuri bat cedi mot ti€ng va vo vai Souma. “Diing nhw ciu noi. Chaamg
c6 gi khong duoe. Cir 1am nhirng gi cdu thich di, Souma.”

Souma dit tay cia minh 1én tay cia Kemuri. “Cam on, Kemuri.”

“... Khong.” Ching biét sao chi Kemuri trong ¢ nhw dang ngwong.
“Khong can phai cam on...”

“Vay thi...”

Souma lai mot Tan nita dung ddi méit khong chit van duc nhin thzatng vao
mét Haruhiro.

“Muc tiéu cua ching t6i la xam nhdp vao Undead DC [Hoang thanh Bat
tir] cia veeong quoc ¢6 Ishmal. Bay gio’ dang trong giai doan tim dwong di,
va toi khong nghi ¢6 th€ hoan thanh ngay 14p tirc. S€ mat thoi gian. Céan
thém strc nguoi. Du chi mot nguoi cling gitp strc dwoe ra't nhiéu. Non kinh
nghiém ciing khong sao. Ai ciling th&"ca. Chi can tich luy thém sirc manh la
dwoc. Néu cac ciu c¢6 da quyét tam d€ khong so hai cai chét, d6i mat voi
cai chét, tim ki€m sy sdng trong cai chét, t61 hoan nghénh céic ciu.”

Nga ré day roi. Haruhiro nght.

Noi ddy chinh la bwoc ngodt cudc doi.

Dui v@y thi dwong dot ciing ¢ miec do thoi chie. Minh mudn suy nghi ki
cang. Minh mudn noi chuyén voi dong doi dén tdn khi moi ngwo'i déu thdu
hiéu roi moi dwa ra két ludn. Nhweng chdc la sé khong c6 thoti gian cho viéc
ay. Tui minh da gdp nhom Souma & day. Viéc dwoc nhém Souma cveu mang
la ki tich. T6t ho'n hét khong nén nghi rang sé cd lan tiép theo.



Téan dung co’ hdi duege ban cho nay hay gi€t ché€t né déu tuy thudc vao
tui Haruhiro. Khong, khong diing.

Phu thudc vao Haruhiro.

C6 on khong nhi? Sau doé moi ngwo'i co trdch minh khong? Dai khdi, no
vieo't qud nang lwc cua minh. Liéu minh c6 hoi hdn khong? DPdy khong phdi
liic dén do. Haruhiro ding day.

“Hay cho tui em gia nhap vao DAY BREAKERS (Poan Rang Pong).
Lam ona.”

Am thanh nudt khan vang 1€n, cua Merry hodc Shihoru hodc Yume,
hodc 1a ca ba. Ranta phat ra ti€ng “Hiya!” qudi la va lam ddng tac dn mung
chién thing con Kuzaku thét 1én: “O...”

... Lam mat roi. Theo kiéeu doc dodn chuyén quyén.

“Tui nay ciing mong dwgc gitip do.” Khoé miéng Souma chi gian ra
chit xiu r'6i anh dirng diy, chia tay vé phia Pingo. “Puwa t6i Receiver [P4
nhin tin].”

Pingo 147y ra tr ddu d6 d6 vat gidng nhw hon da mau den phfmg li ro1
dwa cho Souma. Souma chuyén cdi dé cho Haruhiro nim 13y.

“Pay la relic [di vat] mang tén goi Receiver [P4 nhén tin]. Cau bi€t di
vat la gi khong?”

“... Khong. Em khong biét.”

“Di vat &y ma,” Shima bén giai thich, “la tén goi chung cho nhirng vat
khong thé tao ra bang ki thuat hién dai nhung rd rang dwoe lam trong qué
khtr. Cor ban 1a vii khi hay vat dung tién ich, va cai kia la vat dung tién ich.
Gio thi tht nhét vao tai xem.”

“A, vang.”

Khi Haruhiro nhét Receiver [P4a nhan tin] vao tai, Souma dat mot hon
da khac 1én miéng. Hinh dang ctia né gidng v&i P4 nhan tin nhung khac
mau, né trang tinh.

“Souma day.” “Souma day.”

“O7 N6 rung 1€n... Em nghe thy anh hai lan... Ua!? Cii gi the¢'nay...?”

“Cai Souma dang cam la Sender [P4 phét tin].” Shima diat mot Pa nhan
tin khic vao tai minh. “No la di vat s€ truy€n giong néi dé€n Receiver [Da
nhén tin] du & xa th& nao di ntra. N6 cling ¢6 nhiéu thir, kénh chgng han.



Khi P4 nhéan tin thu dwoc giong ndi ctia Pa phat tin, nd s€ vira phat ra am
thanh vwra rung, v&i ca phat sang nitra.”

Shima chi vao dau dw¢i cia P4 nhén tin. Khi Souma 4n ngdén céi vao
bén canh P4 phat tin, bd phdn ma Shima dang chi tay phat ra dnh sdng mau
xanh luc.

“Ching ta ¢6 thém dong d6i mdi.” “Ching ta c¢6é thém dong doi
mo&i.” “Gidi thiu nhé.” “Gi¢i thi€u nhé.”

Souma néi vay r'oi chia P4 phat tin vé phia Haruhiro. Y anh la néi di a?

“0... tm, ¢ thi...” Haruhiro hing giong. “... Xin, xin ty gi&i thiéu a...
Em la Haruhiro. Mong duore gitp do. T... Thé nay dwoc chwa... a?”

“U.” Souma dit D4 phdt tin 1én miéng minh. “Sdu ngwoi nhém
Haruhiro sé€ tré thanh d6ng ddi cua ching ta. Noi dung thong bao dén day
l1a hét. Gap lai sau.”

“Gilt n6 can than day... Uhuhu...” Pingo nhin chdm chim Haruhiro bing
cdp mét u t&i dén rung minh. “P4a nhan tin chi con mdt vién nira thdi. Va...
khi ndo sép chét, phai pha huy P4 nhan tin. Trede khi chét... Nhat dinh
phai huy né. Khong bi€t khi nao Souma s€ lién lac vi nhtrng chuyén nham
nhi... gidng nhw vira r'o6i dau. Nhé mang theo ke ké bén nguwoi daYy... Pung
bd 1o cai gi, d0 rac rudi.”

“Va... Vang!”

“Trwdece tién thi, cd ma s6ng sét nhé.” Kemuri néi voi vé phién phirc.

“Phai da’y.” Khi Shima khoanh tay, bAu ngyc diy da ctia cd cang thém
noi bat, nhin hoi nguy hiém. “P6 1a wu ti€n s6" mot.”

“To6i khong ki vong gi.” Liliya r6t cudc van lanh lung. “Phai that co’
ging d€ khong lang phi P4 nhan tin. Thoi diém hién tai, gid tri cla sdu
ngwoi cac cau thua xa mot vién day.”

“Né&u thoét khoi lanh dia ciia Tam A Nhéan va di d&n t& ctia muryan,
ustrel s€ lang thang & d6.” Souma ha't ham vé phia sdu bén trong. “N&u
d4nh bai dworc ustrel, pham vi hoat dong chic chin s& dwgc mé rong dang
ke.”

“... Ustrel.” Haruhiro 1am nham.

“Hen gdp lai.”



Souma chi d€'lai cau &y ro6i di nhanh nhi mdt con gié. Kemuri, Shima,
Liliya, Pingo, ngwoi nhan tao déu chi vAy tay mot cdi, khong mot 1o tr biét
va bong dang ho bién ma't tred'c khi Haruhiro kip nhan ra. Tat cd, la mor...?
Mo giika ban ngay? Khong, khong phdi. Khong phdi thé'.

Tay Haruhiro van dang nim chit P4 nhén tin. Thoat nhin, né chi 12 vién
da den phglng li ndm lot thdm trong 1ong ban tay, nhung that ra né c6 ranh,
c6 khe, cam gidc cham vao khong giong dd hay kim loai. Tém lai, né la
mot item [vat pham] la ki.

Haruhiro va dong d6i nhin nhau. Moi ngwoi, k€ ca Ranta déu dang ngo
ngac.

“Ha ha...”

Pau tién Haruhiro tht cwoi d€ danh trong lang. Nhwng chaamg an thua.

Haruhiro gai dau.

“Tui minh gia nhip DAY BREAKERS (Poan Rang Pong) mat roi
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nay.



a @ cudc gdp go no.

Nghi ring d6 12 mot co hdi tdt dii thé ndo ciing khong th€ d€ vudt mat,
Haruhiro khong ngén ngai tom 12y no.

Ciu da c6 mot 1i do.

Pay khong con 1a ldc d€’ di bd nira. Phai chay thoi!

“Ghh! Urkh! Ahh!”

Kuzaku liéu mang 18y khién ngin chidn nhwrng don tdn cdng cula
muryan.

N6i ngén gon thi muryan 12 kién. Xét chiéu dai co thé thi ching to hon
cd con ngwdi. Ching c6 mau nho, than hinh rén chic hon kién, phan dau
nho, tuy thudc vao ching loai, cé nhitng con ngoai ba déi chan s€& kem mot
doi tay, di€m khéc biét thi nhiéu nhwng chung quy van la giong kién.
Chiing 12 nhitng con ki&n khong 16 lam t& va sinh soi khip noi & Wonder
Hole nay.

“Hah! Hah! Bo nay!”

Ranta dang do ki€m v&i modt muryan khac. P6i thd dang ddu voi
Kuzaku 13 con muryan thwong dwoc goi bang tén samurai, gidng ndy rat
hung ton, st dung doi tay khéo 1éo cam vii khi tdn cong nhirng sinh vt thu
dich mot c4ch dd man. V& phan Ranta, ciu ta gidng co v&i mot muryan
thudc ching soldier, nhirng ké c6 hai canh tay phdt tri€n thanh hinh dang
nhw lwdi ki€m va chuyén giao chién vai ké dich bén ngoai d€ bao vé to cia
minh.

Nhén day ciling k& ludn, Haruhiro va Yume moi ngwdi dang ddm nhén
mot con muryan soldier con Merry thi & phia sau bao vé cho Shihoru.

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru tung don Lightning [S&m sét]. Mot tia sét gidng xudng con
soldier C dang chién dd'u ndy ltra vori Yume. Tuy khong hi€u vi sao, nhung



Falz Magic [Ma phép dién tr] c6 vé ra't htru hiéu d6i véi loai muryan nay.
Soldier C bj giat tung nguwoi, toan than run ray roi nga song soai. Yume cat
dao sin, givong cung va 14p sin tén. “Hay...!I” C6 14p tirc nha tén, khong
ch& con soldier D vira m&i ra khéi t6. Haruhiro hoi d& trong viéc d6i dau
voi muryan khong mang hinh dang con ngwoi. Cau vira dung Swat [Dap
ru6i] d&€ phong thil vira ¢ géng theo doi thé tran. “Kuzaku, Ranta! Chiing
dén kia...!!!”

“Huy! N6i vay cling chju...!” Kuzaku ¢6 vé da phai tung hét sicc d€ chan
th v khi trong nhw thanh ki€m mau den ctia con samurai. Thanh ki€m d6
khong 1am bang kim loai, né giong nhw &6 d4 nhwng kha cling va cé sirc
tan phd. Hon ntra, gidng samurai con n6i danh trong trwong phdi song
ki¢m, do chiing s& hitu ki ning Dual Wield [St dung vii khi bing ca hai
tay] mot cach ty nhién. B&i thé, chat vat trong trdn chién voi né cling la
chuyén kho tranh khéi.

“Ha...! Avoid [Cd dam lang tranh]!” Ranta dung Exhaust [Bai xich hé]
lui vé de kéo soldier A theo, roi dot ngét dam nd. Con soldier A bj thanh
treong ki€m tang thflng vao mat nhueng chwa chét. Du vay, khuon mat - bao
2'dm ca mét - cia né déu d nat vun, nén dwong nhién né khdng &n teo nao.
Ranta chém né. C4u ta vira gdo vira chém nhu dién. Ching may chdc,
soldier A khong con ctr dong ntra.

“... Yume, gitp Kuzaku...!” Haruhiro vira dung chiéu Swat [Dap rudi]
vira chi dao. Yume 14p tirc ddp: “Tuén 1énh!” r'oi chay dén hd tro' Kuzaku.
Ranta chém ti€p con soldier D ti€p vién. Shihoru lai st dung Lightning
[S&m sét]. S&m sét danh tring soldier E dang dinh ti€p bwdc theo sau
soldier D. Cdc con soldier khac van tiép tuc kéo t&i. Merry bén ra mit va
ndi: “Haru! Dot vi tri...!”

“Nho ciu ddy...!” Haruhiro bo lai soldier B d€ Merry xtt 1i, con ciu tié€n
vé phia trede. Yume it dao sdn va cd tAn cong samurai tr hai bén. DAu
vay, samurai ¢4 the xoay sang doi dién v&i cd Kuzaku 14n Yume va lic nay
van chwa bj xé dich khoi chd né dirng mot bwde nao. Ding 1a mot doi tha
dang gom! Thé& nhung, néi thwe long thi Haruhiro muén Kuzaku mot minh
danh bai samurai chtr khong chi don thuan 1a hd tro. [t nha't clu mong ciu
ta cho cd ddi tha'y khi khdi quy€t tam lam vi€c cia minh. Cw thé nay thi
khong thanh Tank [Chiu don] dau!? Nhw vdy ma dwoc hd?



Than tho thé dii roi. D€ sau. Haruhiro chan dwong ti€n cong cua soldier
F bﬁng Swat [Dap ru6i]. Tao khong cho may di xa hon dau.

“Leap Out [Phéng ra]!” Ranta bay t&i theo phwong chéo. Ciu ta khong
chi don thuan lao 1én phia bén canh con soldier D, ma trong lic bang qua,
Ranta da chém gy co ké thu. “Ahahaha!!! Minh gidi qua...!”

“Ranta, ti€p di!”

“Bi€t roiii!”

Soldier G xuat hién. Ranta 4p sét soldier G trong nhdy mét v&i Leap
Out, dap trerong ki€m tdi bui vao ngwoi nd. Pung cd qud khich chie. Tam
tho'i thi chwa sao, nhwng... tiép theo moi la van dé. N&u dich ti€p tuc xuat
hién thi... Mdi khi Haruhiro nghi d&n m4Yy tinh hudng 'y, co’ ban 12 n6 sé
ludn xay ra. Lai kéo toi roi. La soldier H.

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

C6 18 Shihoru d bit dau mat kién nhin va gidng than chd Lightning
[SAm sét] 1én samurai. Khac v&i soldier, khong thé€ khi€n samurai roi vao
tinh trang ba't ddng chi v&i mot cd sét. Tuy thé nd van 1ui ra sau mot budc
khoang vai chuc centimét.

Kuzaku va Yume ciing ham hé tdn cong samurai.

“P6 ngoc!!!” Ranta quét 1€n. Haruhiro hi€u cam gidc cia Ranta. La
Kuzaku. Yume quan sat th&y con samurai chwa binh phuc hin sau cd sd¢ do
phép thuit nén cd ging tap trung tdAn céng phan dau. Con Kuzaku hanh
déng qua 16n x0n so v&i cach lam d6 ctia Yume. Ciu ta chi biét vung
trrong ki€m lung tung, hau hét cac dwong ki€m déu bi gwom ctia samurai
danh bat tro lai. Nén lam gi voi soldier H ddy? Giao cho Kuzaku hodc
Yume hd? Nhwng dé’ Yume mot minh chién dau voi samurai thi qud thwc
khong hay. Bdt Kuzaku c& gdng cam cw roi dé Yume gidi quyét soldier H?
Aaa, lam sao bdy gio? Phdi lam gi chik. Minh tin rdng tui minh sé lam
dwoc gi do. Khong chi la tin twong. Minh phdi suy nghi, nhanh chong
quyét dinh roi ra tay!

Hém nay bon céu ciing chay xuyén qua ldnh dia Tam A Nhén roi di
quanh khu vyc deoc goi la to cia muryan. Bon cau da gi€t khong biét bao
nhiéu muryan. Muryan khong tdn céng bira bai nhwe Tam A Nhén, nhwng
samurai thi diic biét hi€u chién. HE samurai bit dau hanh dong khiéu chién
thi bon soldier s€ tap trung lai, thim chi ca soldier don 1¢ cling s€ tdn cong



néu ti€n gan t&¢i mdt mkec dd nha't dinh. Soldier ¢6 xu hwdng kéu goi cac
soldier khac & gan minh.

Nhic t&i thit vii khi mau den, trong nhw ki€m cta samurai, néu mang
vé thi s& ki€m dwoe kha khd tién. Tuy khong biét cu th€, nhung bang cich
nung né v&i kim loai, nghe néi ngwoi ta ¢6 thé tao dwoe loai hop kim ¢6
chat lwong cao. Trong dam soldier, thinh thodng c¢6 nhitng cd the ma mot
phian bd xwong ngoai ciia ching mang mau vang anh luc, bd phan nay ciling
la hang c6 th€ dem ban. Con queen (nr chda) chuyén dé tring cting nhirng
con duyc stallion (tudn ma) c6 vai tro sinh san thwong & sdu bén trong nén
bon Haruhiro chwa dung d6 bao gico’. Pam worker chuyén lam t6 nhd bé lic
nha lic nhuc thi vo hai va cling chaalng cO 1o gi, nén mdc k& chung ciing
dwoc.

Tuy khong phdi bon cdu ki€m dwore nhitng khodn 1ai k€ch xu nhwng
nhin chung ciing chwa bao gior 16. Néu chi tAm vao trau d'6i kinh nghiém va
ting cuwong sitc manh mot cach virng chic, t& ciia muryan khdng phai mot
bai sdn t6i. Noi day khong lo thi€u con m6i, samurai la ké dich manh
nhung s6 lwong lai it, nén néu chid y trong hanh dong thi muryan s& dé giai
quy&t hon bay Tam A Nhan tran ra khong gi¢i han kia. Tiép nira, ciing nhw
Tam A Nhan khong ¢ ¥ dinh bwdc vao dia ban ciia muryan, muryan dudng
nhw ludn trdnh né 1anh dja Tam A Nhan. N&u chealng may tinh hinh nguy
ngap, bon cau c6 the rit lui d&€n phian lanh dia ctia Tam A Nhan, khi d6 I
muryan co ban la s€ Iui vé. Bon Haruhiro cé th€ st dung khu vuc trung
gian nim gitta t& muryan va lanh dja ciia Tam A Nhan nhwe mot loai dia
diém an toan.

“Ma day! Y tao 12 phai 1am cdi gi d6 di! May biét khong day!? Ha!?”

O mot quiy hang trén dwong nhanh thudc cin ci Tién don Pong Co
Poc trong budi x& chiéu, sau khi &n t&i va luon the lam mot ly, Ranta bét
dau noi doa.

“Sao may c6 the ng6i nghét ra d6 lam cdi mat nhw chealng li€n quan gi
dén minh thé¢"ha! Ngdc ha!? La may, may do! Tao, bao, 1a, may, do!”

“... A?” Kuzaku dang quay mat di va nham nhi chén reqgru, b’y gioo méi
cham chap nhin vé phia Ranta. “... T61 47”

“May d6! Khong may thi con ai vao diy, d6 ngd ngan! Nghi sao cling
khong c6 ai, phai khong!?”



“Th& w?”

“Th& da’y! May dé! Van dé chinh 1a may!”

“Pirng to tié€ng the.” Merry khé nhic.

“Dung d6.” Yume dong tinh trong khi xoa bop hai vai. “Giong Ranta
'on 1dm ay. N6 1am ngudi ta phat byc. Moi ngudi xung quanh chic thay
phién phitc 1dm day.”

“... Xung quanh la mét chuyén...” Shihoru thé dai thwon thwot. “... To
cing dang thd’y ra't phién.”

“Shihoruuu! Shihoruuu! B€ t6i mat xa cho ba nho!”

“Jess Inn Sarc...”

“Nay, ba, khoan da, ba vé ki ty nguyén t6" va niém than chu lam cai gi
th& ha?”

“...D€ty vé. Té nghi d6 1a viéc dwong nhién. Jess Inn Sarc Fram...”

“Nay, khoan, do1i, hi€u roi. Toi hi€u r'oi, nhé? Sé khdng 1on giong nira.
La th& ma, t6i thi co’ ban chinh ra néi chung l1a khong phdi mu6n cai nhau.”

Haruhiro gai d4u. “Vay thi néi chuyén binh thwong tw dau di.”

“Hu!” Ranta quét ngén cdi dwoi miii. “Thi dd'y, tao bdo 1a may phdi lam
gi di. Kuzaku. Chang can néi cling bi€t 1a chuyén cua may.”

Kuzaku lai nhin sang hwdng khac. “Lam gi cu thé'la gi co?”

“Ma tredre tién la tao khéng wa cdi thai do d6 cia may. Sao may phai td
ra ham hyc th€ ha?”

“To61 ¢6 ham huc dau.”

“Khong phai may dang td ra him hyc mot cach toan dié€n a!? May nghi
minh ¢6 tw cach d€ ham hyc sao? Hx?”

“To6i bi€t 1a toi da 1am khong tot...”

“Biét, w r'oi sao? Vi khéng lam dwore tro trdng gi nén madi td ra him
hyc da’y ha?”

“Du trong th& nay,” Kuzaku ctdi d4u, tw bAu vio cdm minh. “... Du
trong th& ndy, nhung t6i dang rau ri 1dm.”

. “Tao thi dang bdo la may con khong cé tw cach d€ rau ri kia. May la
thiang ngd ha? Pung 13 thing ngd chir gi.”

“...Ng6 nay ngd no di€c tai ghé.”



“0? Bat lai a? Bat lai mot cach ra't ty tin? Anh ban c6 tinh tdo khong
day? C6 phai 12 thang ngd bj ngu khéng? Anh ban 13 thang ngd bj ngu nhi.
T6i bi€t ma. Bi€t ra't ro ludon.”

“Tén kia...”

“Oi cha. Lwom kia? C4i anh ban kiéu ngao nay vira lwom t6i da’y moi
ngwoi? Tao ndéi may nghe, thai d6 kia nén danh cho ldc may da lam nhirng
thee cn lam ch? May la Tank [Chiu don] co ma. La Tank, thé’ ma chealng
hoan thanh dwgc ba't cir nhiém vu nao cia Tank, may la @6 Tank an hai!”

“Thi t61 da n61 roi! Chinh toi cling bi€t minh khong lam dwoc!”

“May biét thi sao lai ham hyc ha!? Sao nao!? Y may la th&' ha? Tui mé&i
chi na mot em bé chip chirng budc di, vien chwra nam dwgc nhirng di€u can
nam, nhwng tui dang c6 hot stec, nén moi ngwoi hdy doi xi tot voi tui. La
vay ha!?”

“... To1 c6 no61 vay dau.”

“U' thi khong néi. Chi boc 19 thai do thoi!”

“Nay, d6...!”

Kuzaku tim 18y Ranta. Khong, Kuzaku dinh tom Ranta, nhwng Ranta
da ting cu mot cd méc cdm bing nira dwdi ciia ban tay. Co thé cao 1n cta
Kuzaku nghiéng nghiéng nga nga r'di do nhao. Ngay tredc khi ngd xudng,
Kuzaku kip chdng hai tay xud'ng da't, thanh tw th¢’ bo bing ca bo'n chi.

“...Chét tiét... B9...!I”

“May chi bi€t néi chét ti€t thoi a, quan tép riu!”

“Nay, Ranta...”

“May im di, Haruhiro! Tao s& néi nhitng diéu can néi cho thing ngd
nay nghe, thay cho cdi dira hén nhat 1a may!” Ranta cidi nguoi va &n ngén
trd vao trdn Kuzaku. “Nghe ddy, cdi d6 Tank [Chiu don] thdi! Tui nay
khong quan tim may di c¢d& ging hay chuwa! Quan trong 13 két qua! N§ Iuc
khong mang lai k&€t qua déu la can ba, khong cé ngoai 1¢! Nhw ddng phan
vay! May nghi chiing ta da chi€n ddu voi muryan may ngay roi ha bach
tudc! Sdu ngay! Tan sdu ngay roi da’y! Th&” ma Tank ctia ching ta d61 dién
voi mot con muryan thdi cling da la oai odi, Tank nhw vdy cé hay khong
cling chaalng thay doi dwoc gi! Ngwoc lai, tha khdong cé con t6t hon! Néu
may lam Tank, t&i thi€u ciing phai gitt chan dwoc hai con chi! Thir chién



dau quyét t& xem nao! N&u khong lam dworc thi cling ché€t ludn di! Pa hi€u
chwa, d0 Tank thoi!”

Kuzaku cii dau, khong budn tranh ngdn tay trd cua Ranta.

Binh thwong néu muén, Haruhiro hin di cé the ngan Ranta lai. Cau
ciing c6 the ngit 1oi Ranta gitta chirng, khong cho cdu ta néi d&n cudi.
Khong riéng gi Haruhiro. Nhitng ngwoi ludn phé phan Ranta nhw Yume va
Shihoru, r6i dé€n ca Merry, dang ra déu c6 th€ xen vao. Nhung khong ai
lam th€’.

Haruhiro di nhién khong t&i mirc nghi Kuzaku 1a mot Tank [Chiju don]
toi té, khong c6 thi t6t hon, hay chét di cho khua't mét.

Chi 13, cau cam tha’y sy thi€u sét noi Kuzaku. Khong ban dén ki thuat,
du dwoc ban ting chiéu cao va the hinh hon hin ngwdi binh thwdng, nhung
Kuzaku lai qua nhd bé voi vi tri Tank.

Cau ta cheamg phai dang dua cot, cling khong phai 1a cau tha. Haruhiro
nghi rang Kuzaku thyc sy da c& ging theo cdch clia minh. Nhwng ma, chi
cO vay thoi.

Qud thwc ban ddu minh da bdo cdu ta chuyén tdm vao Block [Chdn],
nhwng néu cdu ta thwe sw nghiém tic thi ch&ang phdi nén co thém cdi gi do
hay sao. Kuzaku chi lam diing nhiém vy dwoc giao cho minh, hay noi diing
hon la cdm déu tw vé trwecc don tan cong ciia ké dich ma cdu ta dwoc phan
cong. Tuy cing cd thé’la do khong dii sike, nhwng cdu ta chang them quan
sdt xung quanh. Khong nhin dong déi, cing ching dé’y dén ké thi. Cdu ta
chi don thuin ¢ do. Nhw mét chwong ngai vit tam diwgrc. Noi thit long,
minh khong co cdm gidc bon minh dang chién dau cung nhau.

Du sao, Kuzaku mai sau nay m&i mdt thdn mot minh gia nhdp t6 doi
ctia Haruhiro, di€m kinh nghiém ciing con nhiéu céch biét. Chic chén cau
ta cling dang d6i dién voi nhirng khé khén chi minh ciu ta biét.

Béi vay, danh phdi bé qua thoi. Néu minh nhdn nhin thém chiit nira,
trong liic 4y cdu ta chdc chdn sé khd lén.

Thoi gian quen biét ctia Haruhiro v&i Kuzaku ciling chwa nhiéu, nén
van ¢6 sy ngai ngan nhit dinh.

Chéc hén Yume va nhitng ngwdi khdc ciing vdy thoi.

Xét cho cung, Haruhiro da khong néi nhirng di€u can phai néi. Cau da
khi&n Ranta phai ndi ra.



T&1 hom d6, Kuzaku bao: “T6i di 1am ngudi cai dau,” hoac dai loai thé,
roi 1ap tirc rovi khoi chi€c Téu chat chdi. Ranta chealng may chdc di bit dau
ngay kho kho.

Khoéng ngu dwoe, Haruhiro bén ra ngoai.

Khi di bd khd xa khdi con hao noi c6 nhitng tip Iéu nim san sit, ciu
thd’y bong nguwoi dudi tan cdy. Haruhiro gidu minh sau mot chiéc Téu gan
do. Co 1€ cau chflng can phai trdn, nhwng ciu nho lam roi.

Mat trang dé dang hién Ién trén bau troi dém.

Nguwoi dang ngdi dwa lweng vao than ciy 1a Kuzaku.

Merry dirng bén canh do.

Haruhiro nghi bung, khodng cdch té&’ nhj day. Du néi la bén canh, nhung
hai ngwoi van cdch nhau mot khoang di cho mot ngwoi nita chen vao. Nhin
tha’y th&, mot phan trong cau cé cam gidc an tam.

Cau con nghi, hay la minh ghen nhi?

Nhiwng minh co Ii do gi dé’ ghen khong? Merry la dong doi cia minh,
khong hon khong kém. Co dy la mot co gdi xinh dep, néu hoi thich hay ghét
thi han la thich roi, va vi du, dit chuyén nay khong thé xdy ra, nhing néu
Merry bdo minh hen ho voi cé dy thi diwong nhién minh sé vui vé nhdn loi.
Ma khong, ciing chiea chic. Vi khéng phdi minh khéng bén khodn viéc yéu
dwong trong to doi thi sé dnh hwong thé nao, nén co lé minh phdi phién
ndo ldm. Nhwng cdm gidc diing la khong cd vién cdnh tw choi dau. Du ddy
la diéu chdng bao gio xdy ra dwee...

... Thdt sw khong thé’xdy ra ddu nhi.

Haruhiro bong thdy that trong rong.

Hai ngwdi d6 vin chwa nhan thdy sy ¢6 mit ctia Haruhiro. Mau roi
khoi day thoi, nghe trom con la mot thoi quen xdu niga. Du thyc ra giong
hai ngwoi ciing qua nhd, nén Haruhiro chfmg thé’ nghe dwgc ndi dung.

Giita Kuzaku va Merry rét cuéc da xdy ra chuyén gi? Hai ngwoi ho co
moi quan hé ra sao? Chdng nhé nr bdy dén nay, ho van bi mdt gdp g& nhw
thé’ nay a? Minh thdy dwoc rdang bay gio ho van giit mot khodng cdch té&
nhi va chi noi chuyén thoi. Nhu’ng roi, t nay tro di, biét dau mot diéu gi do
sé bdt dau. Didu gi do la gi chik? O thi, chdc la né chang? U, han la thé.



Cau ciing nghi rang, dé khong phdi chuyén gi xau. Du Haruhiro khong
¢ y coi Kuzaku la ngwoi ngoai, nhwng ¢6 thé ti cau ay lai ném trai cam
gidc tra nhw ban than bi xa lanh. N&u ciu ay than thiét véi Merry, ¢6 khi
trai nghiém dé sé dwgrc xoa diu phéan nao.

Ké cd thé’thi ho dang noi vé cdi gi vdy nhi?

To mo ghé. Nhwng to mo ciing ddu co ich gi.

Haruhiro 1én thé dai r'oi quay got.

Dém nay chc“;ng biét minh co ngu dwoc khong... ?
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18. Phuong phap luén dé di téi dich

an&&ng bi€t chuyén gi da xdy ra va ciing khong mudn bi€t, nhung
qua thyc Kuzaku da thay doi.

Vwra dung khién Block [Chén] thanh ki€m den ctia samurai, ciu ta vira
dudi Cglng tay phai d€ vung thanh treong ki€m va chém con soldier A. O d6
khong con bong dang mdt thanh ki si nhat gan chi bi€t cham cham bao vé
co th€, co than hinh to 1om lai nhw rua.

“Gual Kuaa..!”

Cau ta dang gio’ nguoi ra, nén toan la so’ hé. Ciing ¢6 lic ciu ta khong
chiin hét dwoc thanh ki€m den ctia samurai bang khién va bi tdng vao mii
sit. Thinh thodng, c4u ta hitng don phan cdng cla soldier A va suyt phai
thodi lui. BAt chdp diéu d6, Kuzaku van tru virng, khong ché dwoc tén
samurai & chinh dién trong khi ti&p tuc tdin cong soldier A. Ca samurai 1an
soldier A déu khong the ngd loo Kuzaku dwoc. Khé c6 the€ goi la ngoan
muc, vi ciu ta toan dat minh vao thé nguy hi€m, nhung ding l1a Kuzaku
dang “can” dwore ca hai con.

“U ha ha haa! May lam dwoc ddy thoi...!” Ranta phdn chi.

Ranta thi, hidy, vdn y nhw cii. Ciu ta tdn cong quyét liét, dung Leap Out
[Phéng ra] va Exhaust [Bai xich h&] d€ giy nhiéu ddi phuwong, két liéu
soldier B bing Avoid [Ct dam lang trdnh], r'oi nhiy bd sang con soldier C
khong cham tré 18y mot gidy.

“Ctr thé’ nay ma ti€n...! D€ 6ng day toa sing hon nira naoooo...!”
“Jess Inn Sarc Cart Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru tung chi€éu Thunderstorm [Giong sét hung bao], phién ban cao
cép cua chiéu Lightning [SAm sét], don dep ba con soldier m&i tw trong
hang xdng ra chi v&i mot don. Phia sau van con hai con soldier nira lao tdi,
nhwng n€u khdng nho' Shihoru xi&¢ 1i gon ba con ban d4u thi s6 quin tié€p
vién da 1én tdi ndm tén.



“Hay 14m, Shihoru...!” Haruhiro khen ngoi.

Haruhiro ra chiéu Swat [Pap ru6i] v&i canh tay phai trong giong lwdi
dao clia soldier D bang diii cui va v&i tay trai bang dao gdm. V&i doi tha 1a
muryan, khdng th€ dung Arrest [Bit gitt] hay Shatter [Ph4 g&i], nhung t&i
qua, vi mai ma khong ngu dwoe, Haruhiro da ndy ra mét y twdng. Thé nay
thi sao hd? Haruhiro manh dan bwdc t&i ngay phia tred'c ngwe con muryan.
N6 dinh cin ciu, nhung ciu d3 dy dodn dwoc chuyén d6 roi. Khi con
muryan ch'dm t&i, khéng hé boi rdi hay ling ting, Haruhiro vung dui cui
danh vao gitra mit né va didm dao gim vio vi trf dedi cam. R'6i ciu ct the’
vin gdy ¢0 nd. Samurai trong khd vam v&, cd cdc khdp tay chan 14n ¢d déu
day va chic, nhung soldier thi khdng dwoe nhw th&. Con phai néi 1a rat
mdng manbh.

“Mu nyaa...!”

Yume dung dao sidn chat dit mdt canh tay cta soldier E, r6i 1ap tiec doi
hwong danh mot cd vao dinh ddu nd. Trong khi ké dich con dang loang
choang, ¢ lién ti€p trut xudéng nd vo sd nhat dao san. Panh cho n6 to1 tdm
mat mii. Thay vi bi chém dtt, ta nén néi 1a d4u con soldier E bi d4p nat thi
ding hon. Haruhiro dwa mét ra hiéu cho Yume, rdi ti€n vé phia con soldier
F ti€p vién. Yume x& Ii con soldier G. Merry ki€m tra lai cO tay trai.
Protection [Syr bdo ho cta 4nh séang] van con hiéu lyc.

“..Huy..! Nw a! Gu...!” Kuzaku gam gr.

Kuzaku van kién tri gii# chdn samurai va soldier A. Ranta dang dp do
con soldier C, c6 vé sdp ha dwoc né roi. Haruhiro dung dui cui ra chiéu
Swat [Pap rudi] v&i canh tay phai cua soldier F. Minh ciing sé don dep tén
nay nhanh thoi.

“Ho...!?”” Nghe Kuzaku bat ra chdt giong la lung, trong m{t thodng,
Haruhiro twdng cau ta da lam hong chuyén gi d6, nhwng khdng phai.

La con samurai. N6 dang bd chay.

“Khoan... Th& nay, la sao...!?”

Kuzaku vira Block [Chédn] canh tay ctia con soldier A, vira nhin sang
Haruhiro. Bi hoi “la sao” thi cling that khé tra 1oi. Samurai 1a loai muryan
hi€u chi€n mdt cach quai dan, khi da xac dinh d6i phwong 1a dich, n6 s€
deo bam dén chét mai thoéi. Mot sinh vat nhw thé” ma lai bd chay w? Lan



dau tién ciu thay canh d6. Chinh Haruhiro ciing khong hiéu dau cua tai
nheo gi ca.

Nhirng s viéc khong ai hi€u dau cua tai nheo gi van con tiép dién.

Con samurai da phat ra mot tin hiéu gi d6 chang? Du khong c6 bi€u
hién r6 rang, nhung bon soldier déu bit dau nha't loat thodi lui.

“Cai quai gi vay! Tao khong d€ tui bay thoat dauuuu...!”

Ranta dinh dudi danh con soldier C... Nhwng viéc nay la qud.

“Khoan da, Ranta! Pwng dudi theo...!”

“Hal?”

“Péng nghi 14m. Hinh nhw ¢6 cdi gi d6.”

“Cai gi d6 la cai quy gi co'!?”

“Né&u biét thi tao di ndéi cho may réi. Tao khong rd, nhung chéic chén 1a
nguy hiém.”

Pay khong phai linh cam.

Ping nhw vé ngoai, tdp tinh cia muryan kha gan véi loai ki€n, ca dan
s€ ph&i hop hoat dong v&i nhau nhw mot sinh vat duy nha't. Dwong nhw véi
muryan, khong cé khai niém veé cd thé, nhiém vu cia bay dan luén dueoc wu
tién hon ta't cd nhirng thir khac. D€ hoan thanh nhiém vu dwgc giao, ching
khong ngai hi sinh ban thdn minh. Th& van chwa 1a gi, ¢4 1€ ngay tir dau céc
muryan da khong dwge trang bi kha ndng ton trong ban than va ty vé.

Nhirng con muryan nhw thé€ lai bo chay.

) Chéc khong phai con samurai da suy tinh gi d6 roi lam vay. Tui muryan
han khong c6 dworc tri tué co’ nay.

Nhiéu kha ning ching dwgre mic dinh ring, trong tinh hudng nao d6 sé
phai 1ap tirc cpay trOn, phai roi khoi vi trf ngay, nhe mot hinh mau hanh
dong duoc khac sau vao tiém thire clia gidng loai nay.

Taqi sao chiing bo chay? Bo chay... Di tdn. Khdi cdi gi... ?

Haruhiro phéng tdm mét vé phia nhitng cdi miéng hang mé ra & khip
moi novi. Trong s6°d6 ¢6 céd cdi hang ma con samurai va lii soldier vira m&i
lai vao.

Noi dwoe goi 1a “t8 clia muryan” nay khdc véi lanh dia cia Tam A
Nhan. B€ rong t§i da 13 mwdi mét, chiéu cao bang khodng mot nita. Pudng
ham khic khuyu nén khé ma nhin thong duoe ra xa. Nhieng cdi hang c6 do



1é'n dd cho hai con muryan di ngwoc chiéu xoay x& lach dwoc qua nhau.
Con nguoi cling ¢é the chui vao.

“Nap théi.” Haruhiro noi.

M®di ngudi trong nhém hén cling cam nhan dwgc bau khong khi bat
thwong. Ngay dén Ranta ciing khong chéng ddi. Tui Haruhiro ndu minh
vao mdt cdi hang cda 1ii muryan.

“... Céc cdu, nghi 1a, cai gi?” Shihoru thi thao n6i.

Haruhiro 1ic d4u. “... Té khong biét.”

“Fu nu...” Yume thap giong rén ri bén canh Haruhiro.

',’

“Tui bay, im lang chit di!” Ranta la 16i.

“...Dtra0n nhat la ciu d6.”

“0 6? Kuuuuzakuuuuuuu. May #n néi hoi bj xadc xuwge voi tao day
nhé. Trong khi may chi 1a méot thﬁng Tank [Chiu don] kém coi tho1.”

“Cai do6 khong lién quan ma? Nha't la trong tinh hinh nay.”

“Cong nhan.” Merry tan thanh.

Nhém Haruhiro dp lwng vao vach hang muryan va x&p hang ngang. Thir
tw tinh t phia gan ctra hang vao trong la: Haruhiro, Yume, Shihoru, Ranta,
Merry, Kuzaku. Merry & bén canh Kuzaku. Vdy thi sao Chbi’?, Chinh chuyén
do cing khong lién quan ma? Chinh xdc. Hoan toan chang lién quan.
Haruhiro bén hit thé sau.

“Moi nguoi & lai day. To s€ ra thdm thinh mot chut.”

“C6 On khong vay? Haru di mot minh ¢6 nguy hieém qua khdng?” Yume
héi.

“DPi mOt minh s€ t0t hon. T¢ 12 dao tdc ma. Né6i gi thi néi, ddy van la
chuyén mon cda to.”

Bén trong hang ctia muryan ra't t&i. Haruhiro canh gidc khong lam phét
ra ti€ng buwdc chan, thin trong hwdng dén 161 ra vao.

Cau ha tha’p than minh, chi tho mat ra chut xiu.

Khéc véi lanh dja cia Tam A Nhan, noi ¢6 bén trén mé ra giong mot
hém nui hon 1a hang ddng, t0 ciia muryan c6 trdn. Cé diéu, khong phai tran
hang hoan toan bi bit kin. C6 kha nhiéu khe hé, anh sang twe d6 lot vao, nén
& day van it nhiéu sdng sda.

Hinh nhw khong c6 gi ca. It nhat 12 vao lic nay.



Khong gian ling ngit nhw to'.

Vi moi thtr im &ng qu4, nén k€& ca khi né lot vao tAm mét, Haruhiro van
chwa nhén ra ngay. Ban ddu cdu chi ¢6 cam gidc hoi gon gon.

Ki&u nhw 1a... Ua? C6... gt do, & ding kia, thi phdi?

Ki€u nhw la... Thir do la gi thé?

N6 & do... phdi khong?

Phdi vori khong gi nita, diing la né ¢ do rdi. N6 day. Thwe do... mau den.

Khong phai, khong den hin nhung ra't giong sic den. N6 trim mot thix
trong nhw 40 mwa vay.

Gidng, con nguoi...?

Chéc né ciing c¢6 dau, tay va chan. N6 dang di. Puing hon 14 né budc t&i
ttr ddng xa, ttr phia siu trong hang. Haruhiro nghi minh khong hé nham vé
diéu d6, nhwng ciu khdng nghe thdy ti€ng bwdc chan. Hoan toan khdng
ti€ng dong.

Tay n6 cam mot vat gi dé rat dai. Mot ngon gido chang? Tuy nhi€n, xét
hinh dang phan mii thi khong goi la gido dwoe roi. Phian mii trong gidng
ki€m hon 12 gido, nhurr the mot con dao day din bén chic, na nd dao dau
bé&p. Khd giong naginatal'4l. Con nira.

Hin ta, to khing khi&p. Chéic chin cao hon hai mét. Cau dodn khdng
t&i ba mét, nhwng cling phai vao khoang hai mét rwdi.

Pau n6 nhd mdt cach ki la, nhung kho vai lai rong. Voc dang qua giong
mot hinh tam gidc ngwoc. Trong tw thé” d6 ngwoi vé phia trede, né chéng
cdy naginata nhw mot cdi gy d€ budc di.

Nhin nhw n6 dang chong cay naginata xudng mat da't, vay ma tai sao lai
khong c6 am thanh?

Tén d6 that dang s¢r. Mot ké cuc ki nguy hi€m. Thi tai hai nha't chinh 1a
viéc khong c¢6 cadm gidc nguy hiém. B&i khi ta phat hién ra, ké thu da &
ngay sau lung sip sira gidng don chi mang, chuyén %y that sy nguy hi€m
khon lwong.

... Ustrel.

Cai tén d6 dot ngot hién 1én trong ddu Haruhiro. Souma da twng ndi,
néu vwot qua lanh dia ctia Tam A Nhan va dén tO cia muryan, ustrel s€
lang thang & d6. Anh Yy ciing n6i thém ring néu c6 the danh bai ustrel,



pham vi hoat ddng chéc chin s& dwoc mé rong ra dang k€. Ustrel. Souma
c6 1€ da cd tinh khong ndi cu th€ vé ustrel. Vi bon Haruhiro 1a linh tinh
nguyén. Nhitng thanh vién xoang xinh & trinh do thap th& nay, nhung vin
14 linh tinh nguyén. Trong Ian d4u dwoc dan t¢i Vin phong Doan linh tinh
nguyén, Brichan di day bdo cd ddm ring tirng ngwdi phai dwa vio tii ning
cta ban than cung phin dodn cd nhan de€ thu thap thong tin, danh bai ké
dich, d6 chinh Ia phwong cham cua linh tinh nguyén. Souma da c6ng nhan
nhém Haruhiro v&i tw cach linh tinh nguyén, coi bon ciu la d6ng ddi cta
minh. Vi th€&, tui Haruhiro phai t minh hoc héi. Ustrel. Ké nay. Ké nay la
ustrel. Tui minh phdi ddnh bai hén.

Ustrel dang tw tw, tw twe ti€n lai gan trong yén lang, tedng nhw khong gi
cO th€ tinh lang hon.

C6 phai ciu nén quay vé chd dong ddi ngay bay gio khong nhi? Nhwng
cdu c6 cam gidc n€u minh ci dong lic nay thi s& bi phat hién ngay. Vi
khodng céch gitra cAu va ustrel vin con khd xa nén may ra thi 6n, nhung
cdu s¢. Haruhiro da v6 thiec 187 tay bit chat miii va miéng tw ldc nao khong
bi€t. D€ ti€ng thd khdng lot ra ngoai. Minh cdnh gidc qud roi. Binh tinh
nao. Minh phdi tinh tdo. Nhwng ding la minh khong the’ cir dong divoc.

Ngay trong ldc Haruhiro dang loay hoay nhw th&’, con ustrel van ngay
mot ap sat cau. N6 nhanh hon cdu twdng, hoac néi chinh xac 1a hon chinh
vé bé ngoai. Con mwo'i lam mét? Mwoi mét? No dang tiép cdn dén khodng
cdch do roi.

Minh vén chwa... bi phdt hién nhi? Cham mot bén gdi xudng dat,
Haruhiro khom ntta than trén thap hon ntra, chi tho mét ra ¢6 mdt xiu xiu
xiu. Du ding 1a cé dnh séng lot vao thi cling khong 18y gi lam sdng sua, nén
ustrel... chic hin... s& khong thd’y ciu duoc. N6 dang di chuyén v&i nhip do
cO dinh. N6 ciing khong tdang toc, vdy nén no chwa phdt hién ra... ddu nhi?
Minh nghi thé.

Minh mudn gidu mdt di. Nhwng khong ciwe dong dwoc. Khong xong roi.
Thdt bai roi. Lé ra minh nén quay vé ngay moi diing. Gid ma minh cwe ndp
trong hang. Té thdt. Gan toi roi. Gin ldm. Gén thdt sw. Ndm mét nita? Bon
mét? Ba mét? A a a... N6 dung lai.

Con ustrel ngodt sang bén phai khong mot ti€ng dong.

R6i n6 di xa dan.



Khong, nhwng ma, van chwwa dwoc. Con qud som dé’yén tam. Cho thém
chiit ni#a. Sau khi né di xa thém teo ni#a. Sdp an toan chwa nhi? Khong thé
ndi chdc diéu gi.

Cud1 cung, dén khi bong didng con ustrel da tan vao bong td1 va hoan
toan khong thd’y dwore nira, Haruhiro méi quay lai chd cdc dong doi.

“... Ustrel vira xua't hién.”

“Trong gay go 14m ha?”

Né&u la Ranta moi khi, dii c4u ta c¢6 nhay x0 ra triede khi hdi ciu d6 thi
cling khong 13y gi lam la. Ciu ta da tredng thanh mot chit roi sao?
Haruhiro gat dau.

“Twong do61 day. N6 den den, to dung, cam theo vu khi trong nhw
naginata vay.”

“Souma da néi néu c6 th€ ha guc thir @6 thi pham vi hoat ddng cuia tui
minh s€ dwo'c m@ rong phai khong?”

“U.”

“Th& nghia Ia ustrel khong chi c6 mdt, ma 1a nhi€u. Ching di vong
vong quanh t0 cua muryan, va khong ai bi€t s€ cham tran ching & dau
nhi?”

“... Hon th& nira,” Shihoru hit vao mdt hoi roi thd hit ra, «... khong chi
con nguoi ching ta, ma ngay ca nhirng sinh vat khac cling s¢’ ustrel...”

“Tinh sao diy...?” Giong Yume T4n nay nghe cing nhic nhat tinh tr
tredre toi gio.

“Héi Béng o1, hdi Chi nhan Ac dirc. Demon Call [Triéu hoi Ac
linh]!”

Ranta d6t ngdt niém chi. Tred'c mat cdu xudt hién mdt thr twa dam
may mau tim den. P4m may cudn xody, dan tao thanh hinh dang xac dinh:
ntra than trén cda mot ngwoi khong dau, hai con mét nhw hai céi 16 nim &
chd twong tng v&i nguc, bén dwdi 1a cdi miéng trong gidng mot vet nit.
Thi ¢6 hinh dang nhw thé'... 1a tuy ting ctia hic 4m ki si, Demon [Ac linh].
N6 la Zodiakun.

(Ki hi... Ki hi hi hi hi... Bi triéu h'6i nén ta toi roi day... Ki hi... Ta vé
dwoc chwa nhi...?)



“T&t nhién 1a khong dwoc! Ui...” Ranta che miéng minh. “... Zodiakun,
h6m nay khong dua cot gi dau nhé. Gio 1a tran quyé&t dd'u s6ng con da’y.”

(... T'hi hi hi... Th& co’ a?... Cudi cung thi... cling t&i lwot ngwoi chét roi
nhi... Ranta... I hi hi...)

“P... Ptng c6 néi may ciu g& mom. T... Tao s& bi lo 1dng d6!”

““... Chi€n ha moi ngwoi?” Kuzaku rd rang khdong ma’y ty tin.

“T¢ thé nao cling dwore.”

Merry hinh nhw dang cang thealng. Co6 bodng nhién ki€m tra c0 tay trai cla
minh va nhan thdy 4nh sing tr ngdi sao sdu canh di mo di, le 16i sép tit.
Merry lam dong tac bi€u thi ngoi sao sau canh.

“H&i anh sang, dwdi sy bao ho ctia than Lumiaris... Protection [Sy bao
hd cua anh sang]!”

Ngay tirc khic, nhirng ngdi sao sdu cdnh trén c& tay trdi cta bon
Haruhiro da 187y lai 4nh sdng cda minh.

Merry thé ra mot ti€ng. “... Vi nhiém vu cla t¢ thi khong thay doi roi.”

“C6 khi con quai kia di mat roi.”

Haruhiro nhim nghién mét lai. Bon minh da chuén bi dwoc gi chwa?
Minh khong ré. Béi dix sao thi ¢d bon déu chang biét 1 gi vé doi phwong
cd. Nhweng thdt la ling. Chdng hiéu vi sao, trong dau minh khong hé hién
lén lwa chon ciip dudi bo chay.

“Chiing ta s& xem tinh hinh, n€u né lai t&i thi sin sang tin cong nhé.
Nhwng, tui minh s€ kéo né dén dia phan an toan. Viéc nay giong nhw d€ do
lwong strc manh ctia d6i phwong, néu thd’y nguy hi€m thi chu6n ngay 1ap
tirc. C6 th€ tui minh con phai bd chay ludn tir sé'm, nhwng ba't ludn thé nao,
to’ cling 1a ngwoi s€ dwa ra quy€t dinh rit lui. Moi nguwoi phai tuyét ddi tuan
theo. Pwoc chi?”

Ranta tdc lwoi. “... Lén mat qua da'y cha ndi. Panh th€". Tao hiéu r'6i.”

(Ki hi hi hi... Ngoan ngoan qua nhi Ranta... May s€ chét... Ki hi hi hi hi
hi... Bi cdm co bdo t!!] réi kia...)

“H... Hi¢u roi!” Yume git ddu manh dén ndi ai cling biét cd 4y vira lam
gi du dang & trong bong to1i.

“... To sé tap trung dung ma phdp d€ tdn cong... nén Merry a, bdo vé t&
nhé!”

~



“U.Ctr d€t¢ lo.”

“... Danh that hd?” Kuzaku ha mi&€ng che mét trén mii gidp. “Khong biét
t6i c6 chiin dworc hin khong day.”

“Cau phai chan chtr. Cau la Tank [Chju don] ma.”

No6i vay xong, Haruhiro Iién cadm thay h&i han. C6 1€ cach néi cua ciu
hoi gay git. Nhung Kuzaku lai thodng mim cudi.

“O. Phai da’y. DU gl tdi ciing dinh 1am Tank [Chju don], nén chién thoi.”

“Vi tén nay cuc ki kho phat hién nén moi nguoi canh giac nhé.”

C4 bon quay lai ctra hang v&i Haruhiro dAn d4u. Cau thir tho mit ra...
va rung hé&t ca minh.

... Gan qud.

Suyt nita ciu da budt miéng kéu 1én, nhwng may sao van kim lai dwoc.
N6 & d6. Ustrel. Haruhiro lic nay dang bdi rdi nén khong ty tin vé do
chinh x4c khi wéc lwong bang mét ciia minh, nhung dwdng nhw vj tri clia
né so v&i cac cdu gan hon mwoi mét va xa hon nam mét. N6 khong di
chuyén ma dang dirng yén mot chd.

Bong dung, Ranta thd mit ra bén canh Haruhiro. ... Uay!”

“M... May, d6 ngu!”

“PE€ to6i 1én trwdee...!” Kuzaku lao 1én.

Con ustrel di bit dau chuyén dong r'éi. Kinh qud. Dt dji. Khiing khiép.
Nén noi la nhanh hay la qud nhanh day. Cay naginata ctia n6 dam xoet mot
dwong, Kuzaku da dung Block [Chidn] ma chang an thua. C4u &y clng
chi&€c khién bi ha't vang di. Ranta niém chi t&i doan “Hoi Bong t6i...” 1ién
nhin ra minh s€ khong kip, nén vung thanh treong ki€m, khong phai d€’ tan
cong, ma 1a phong tha. CAy naginata ciia ustrel. Téi roi. Ranta, bing cich
nao d6, da chin dwoc nd bang thanh tredng ki€m. Nhung ciu ta van bi thoi
bay. “Hy...!”

Khong khong khong? Tiéu roi, lam sao ddy, tiéu mat, phdi lam gi? Gio
co bdo la chay thi Kuzaku voi Ranta thanh ra thé kia rdi, hon nita con
ustrel con di vé hwong nay nita chwe. Swat [Ddp rudi]? Vo ich thoi.
Naginata. Pam t¢i. Vwra phat ra ti€ng kéu “I i...!” ki quédc, Haruhiro vwra
nhdy sang bén r'di 16n mdt vong. Du khong hiél chuyén gi dang xay ra 1dm
nhwng hinh nhw cdu da tranh dwoc. Con ustrel cho than naginata tregt trén



long ban tay, cAm ngin né lai roi chém xudng. Prong nhién 1a nhim vao
Haruhiro. Ki nay thi minh linh du. Minh sé tiéu tung. Trong tham tam
Haruhiro nghi rang, ai chiu ngdi yén dé bi xir hd, nhung ciu & trong tinh
trang khong thd't nén loi, am thanh ket lai trong c& hong. Haruhiro bo vong
quanh d¢€ tr6n. Ngon naginata gidng xudng x&i tung mat dat. Khiép khiép
khiép khiép khiép vdy. Chét chét chét chét chét mat. Chét that day. Cdi qudi
gi day. Cdi qudi gi.

“Ya yaaaa...!” Yume bén ra mdt mili tén tir trong hang. Tring dl’ch Miii
tén gam vao ngyc phai con ustrel. Con ustrel quay sang Yume chang noi
chang ring, hoic ta ding hon 1a lang thinh khong mot tiéng dong. Ping sau
Yume c6 ca Merry va Shihoru. Oi, khong dwoc roi. Haruhiro tam thoi dwoc
ctru, nhung nhw thé chgng phéi bung bét hét r'oi sao.

“Zu 6 sha raaaaaaa...” Ranta vira réng 1én bing giong ki qudi vira bat
nhay, dot kich con ustrel. Khong phdi cau ta 1i€u mang méc ké sy doi. C6 1€
muc dich cta Ranta la thu hit sy chd y cia né. Nhwng ustrel chaalng them
ngodi dau lai ma thic chudi naginata vao nguc Ranta. Ranta rén 1€n, suyt
thi ngd xudng, may dwoc Zodiakun do lai. (... Ng... ng... ngu ngdc... I hi
hi...)

Kuzaku dung mat bén cda thanh treong ki€m g6 vai Tdn vao chiéc
khién. Con ustrel hoan toan khong ngé ngang gi t&i ciu. Kuzaku givong
khién ra tredrc va lao thflng vao nd. Ustrel l[am ra vé né khong h€ ban tim
dén ciu ma s€ ti€p tuc xOng t&i tdn cong tui Yume, nhuwng r'di bt ngor quay
dau lai. Cly naginata loé sang. Kuzaku khong don dwgc hét chiéu. Pung
hon 13 cdy naginata ctia con ustrel vicon dai ngodi dw dodn, khong nhim
vao khién ma vao tay trdi cia Kuzaku. Cau lanh tron mdt nhét naginata vao
tay trdi. N6 dut lia r'6i? Hay bi gy gdp? Chi thd'y Kuzaku budng roi chiéc
khién va ngi ldn ra. “U gu aaaaaaaaaaaaa...!”

“Hic!” Yume dang lui lai, con cheamg 14p tén 1én cung. Merry va Shihoru
cling vay. Thodi lui ti€p s€ 1a hang. Nhw vay thanh ra ho s€ phai chui vao
hang ctia muryan. Hang a? N&u la tui Haruhiro thi c6 th€ di xuyén cdi hang
d6 ma khong can cii gip nguoi, nhwng ustrel thi sao nhi? Chiéu cao cla
ustrel 12 khodng hai mét rudi. Chdc khong ¢ chuyén né khong thé’ chui vao
dwore dau. PE xem, néu la hang ngdch ciia Tam A Nhan thi sé nhé hon, tuy
trwong hop co the sie dung nhw mot no'i ldnh ngn. Hang cia muryan thi
ho'i kho noi. Vay gio tinh sao? Nén lam thé nao? Trwoc tién... Triwoc tién,



phdi giip tui Yume thodt than. Chinh thé. Do la wu tién cao nhdt. De’ dat
dwore diéu dé, viéc minh 6 thé lam la gi? Chuyén Haruhiro cé th€. Chic
chi con céach nay thoi.

Haruhiro cat dui cui di. Cdu khong ho 1€én nhwr Ranta va Kuzaku ma
chay theamg veé phia ustrel. Budc chin cdu ldo ddo, cam gidc that la lung.
Tam nhin cta cdu dang thu hep lai.

Ustrel khong quay vé phia cau.

Tui Yume da chui vao hang cia muryan.

Khi Haruhiro dinh nhay Ién bam 1ay ustrel thi ding nhw dy doan, né
thdc chudi naginata v€ phia ciu. Tro nay cau da thay mot Ian. C6 thé tranh
dwoce. N6i vy nhung thit ra 13 hit chét. Pong tdc cta con ustrel sic bén
hon dy tinh, con chuyén dong co’ th€ ctia Haruhiro lai vung vé. Du vay cau
van bdm dwoc 1én lwng nd.

“Yume...! Chay xa di...! Nhan co’ hdi nay...!”

“Ho!?”

Yume ding strng lai, khi€n Merry phai thdc giuc cd.
“Nhanh 1é€n!”

Ut

Shihoru din d4u cd nhém chay ra khoéi hang cta muryan. Con ustrel
dinh vung naginata ti€p. Tao ma dé’may lam vdy d? Haruhiro dam con dao
gam dang cam nguwoc tay vao bén dau ustrel. N6 bi bat ngwoe tré 1ai. Cdm
gidc & tay nay. Citng qud. Mii sdt a? Chi€c mil trum cla trang phuc trong
gidng 4o muwa tudt ra, d€' 16 phan dau cua ustrel. Mi gidp... do hd? Khong
16 ldm. Nhin nhw mot cdi ddu lau lam bang kim logi.

“U aa! Aa! Aaaa...!”

Haruhiro lién ti€p nén dao gam vao cai dau trong nhw dau lau kim loai
ay cua ustrel. Chéng 10 n6 ¢6 thd'y dau khong, nhwng hinh nhw kha 1a khé
chiu. N6 vin veo than minh, ¢& ging ha't Haruhiro xudng. N6 tung chiéu
thdc cui chd. Khoé kinh hon. Con dau, ding hon 1a cha'n dong tir nhirng cd
danh ctia n6 that khing khiép.

Shihoru, Yume, Merry chay qua ngay triedc mat ustrel.

“Suuuuuuuuuuuuuu...”



Tieng gi thé’nhi? Phdt ra tw con ustrel a? Giong né chdng? Hay tiéng
the? Cau khong rd ntra, chi bi€t con ustrel dd vwon tay trai ra. N6 dinh
chup 18y dau Haruhiro. Néu xoay x& khong khéo, cau c6 thé bi né bép nat
dau. Tam thoi tui Yume da thoat, cor hdi day roi.

Haruhiro phi thin roi ra khéi lung ustrel.

Ustrel, 14p tirc quay sang phai khong mot ti€ng dong... Cdy naginata.
Toiroi.

Haruhiro cui xudng ngay. P6 1a ta't ca nhirng gi cau c6 the€ lam.

“Angerrrrrr [Ctd dAm phan nd]...!”

Né&u Ranta khong liéu mang x6ng vao dam ustrel thi chic Haruhiro da
bi chém lam hai manh b&i don ti€p theo roi.

Thé nhung, con ustrel da ddnh trd thanh triwong kiéin ciia Ranta bang
tay trdi.

“Hd...”

N6 nhim t&i Ranta di bi mA't thing bing va vung naginata xudng chi
véi mot minh tay phai. A... Théi xong. Sé chét. Ranta sdp tiéu doii.

(Ki hi...!)

Zodiakun.

Chi trong dwong tor ké toc. Zodiakun x6 Ranta bay ra.

Zodiakun th& chd cho Ranta, bi chém lam doi b&i ciy naginata clia ké
dich.

(...U...Uhi... Ranta... Chét di...)

“Vra clru ngwoi xong ma con ndi...!” Ranta lao t&i chém ustrel. “Purng
c6 ndi thé! May d6! Zodiakun! Céi loai may! Tao s€ lai goi dworc may ra
ba't ¢ ldc nao thdi, hi€u chwa? ... U 6 raaaaaaa...!”

“Pwng lam 1iéu, Ranta!” Haruhiro dirng 1én. “Tui minh s€ kéo nd vé

vung an toan...!”

“Exhaust [Bai xich h¢]...!”

Ranta nhay lui vé sau v&i khi thé ngtin ngut, nhwng ustrel khéng bi hiit
theo.

Khong phai Haruhiro, ciing khong phai tui Yume, ustrel quay budc vé
phia Kuzaku lic nay van chwea ng6i diy dworc.



“... Nay...!” Haruhiro ving chay, nhwng khé ma kip dwoc, va gia du la
kip di ntra, ¢6 vé cdu cling chang ctru dwgc Kuzaku.

'7?

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...

Lightning [S&m sét]. Ma phdp cta Shihoru. Tia sét ddnh tring ustrel.
Co th€ to 1on cua né khyng lai, te 1op trang phuc ¢6 mot hai lan khoéi, hoi
nwoc, hay céi quéi gi dé6 boc 1én, nhung chflng bi€t don danh c6 hi€u qua
khong? Toi thi€u thi ¢6 vé né van khong chiju ton thwong gi nghiém trong.
Ustrel quay mit vé phia tyi Shihoru ding bang dong tdc rat mwot. T¢ that.
Hoi con gdi da thanh muc tiéu. Nhwng cling nho @6 ma Kuzaku con gitr
duorc mang.

“Ranta! Lam cach nao d6 thu hut n6 di...!”

“Pars..!”

“Plrng ddy nao, Kuzaku...!”

Haruhiro chay toi bén Kuzaku. Canh tay trdi cta Kuzaku phé hoan
toan. Phai ndi 1a ra't t&. Bi chém siu, bi gy, tom lai 1a mot m¢ bay hay. Tuy
vy, Kuzaku da ra't cd gdng. CAu ta t ning ngudi day va gat dau.

“... T6i on. Chay dwoec. Xin 16i nhé, cAu ¢Am giidp toi cdi khién dworc
khong? N&u c6 the.”

“Khién?”

“P¢€ khi tay khoi con ¢ cai ma dung. Khong ¢6 khién thi tdi thanh vo
dung.”

“... N&u bi qué 1a t6i virt di da’y nhé!”

Haruhiro nhét khién cho Kuzaku. Chging biet Kuzaku c6 th€ bat kip
khong? S& rat va't va, nhung ciu Ay phai c¢d” géng theo kip thdi.

Nhém Yume dang bo chay. Ustrel duoi theo ho. Ranta hinh nhw dang c&
gdng 1am moi cdch d€ con ustrel phai ngodi lai, nhung khong maYy dn thua.
Con ustrel khong budn li€c mét vé phia sau, chi diing chudi kich va tay trdi
dé dang chin dirng trrong kiém ctia Ranta.

“P'6 chét bimmmmmmmm...! Tén nay 1a thit qudi quy gi hd?”

“Ustrel chir con gi ntra...!?”

Vwra hét mét cau vd nghia vira gudng chin, Haruhiro nghi ngei. Cau
nghi xem nén nghi thé& nao. Tém lai 1a nghi cai gi m&i dwoe chi?



Nhom Yume cé th€ cir th€” ma chay thoat khong? Cau khong biét.
Nhwng ¢6 1€ 1a khong the€. M6t lic nao d6 sé bi dudi kip thoi. Trwedre lic do,
bon Haruhiro phai ngan ustrel lai. Li€u ¢6 ngan dwgc khong day?

“Yum@! Merry! Shihoru...! Pi qua vung an toan thi chui vao hang ngach
ctia Tam A Nhan nhé...!”

Khong ¢6 tiéng tra 1oi. Ca ba déu dang chay ban sdng ban chét.

Kuzaku dang tut lai sau. Cling phai thoi nhi.

Ustrel thinh thodng lai khua naginata. Mdi TAn nhw thé&, ngwoi dang
chay cudi nhom céc c¢6 gai 1a Yume lai thét 1én kinh hai. Cay naginata c6
th€ cham t&i Yume ba't cir lic nao.

Trdn hang m& ra, xung quanh tré nén sang stua hon. Pa tdi ving an
toan.

Mic du goi la ving an toan, nhung thyc ra chaamg phdi noi day ton tai
mot dia dif:’m c6 the phén tdch rd rang nhw the” Né ndm ngay canh lanh dja
cia Tam A Nhan. L6i di chinh veon ra thang tap, hai bén vach la nhirng
ngach hang.

DOt nhién, con ustrel tang td'c va dam cay naginata ra.

“U na...” Yume nhdy chéo sang d€ tranh, nhung miii naginata da swot
qua man swon cd lam rach mét dwong.

“Yumeeeeee...! Leap Out [Phong ra]...!”

Ranta nhay b0 toi, x6 vao lung ustrel. Ngay khi quay dau lai, n6 chém
naginata xudng theo phwong chéo.

“Nugh...!”

Ranta bi quat xudng dat nhv qua bong hay mot thi t6i nghiép nao do,
Ay 12 Iic mii gidp cta ciu tudt ra. Con ustrel vung naginata 1én tirc khéc.

“Exha...!”

Chéc Ranta dinh phit Am ti “Exhaust” nhung 1am khong ndi. Ranta
nhay vot ra sau tir tw th&’ nhw con &ch, suyt sodt tranh dwoc ciy naginata.

Merry diu J:heo Yume chay vao mot ngach hang. Shihoru cling theo sau.
Tot roi. Khd lam, Ranta. Dwoc...!

Rat khé @€ di dwge tdi cai ngach hang ma nhém Merry da chui vao.
Haruhiro nhim t&i mot ngach hang khac ndm bén vich con lai, dan theo
Kuzaku. “Ranta, may ciing qua day di...!”



“Exha! Pon gian, xha! Ex khong! H¢, hau...!”

Ranta tung chiéu Exhaust [Bai xich hé€] lién ti€p, va loanh quanh chay
trén khoi cidy naginata cta ustrel. Haruhiro mudén gidp stec, nhung d6 la
ngén nghé chi minh Ranta lam dwoc. Du Haruhiro c6 xua't dau 16 dién thi
cling chi lam vudng tay viedng chan. Cling 14m 1a ciu s& co kéo dai thoi
gian, dinh don, toi mang, d€ Ranta chay thoat trong lic d6. Nhw thé&” thi that
vO nghia.

“Né&u 12 may, nhat dinh s& 1am dwoc! Y tao 13, may ma khong 1am dwoc
thi ai m&i ¢6 kha nang chi...!?”

“D6 dan! May chuyén nhw 1a ‘n€u la tao thi s€ lam dwgc’ 'y, ai cling
biét thira r'oi thi con ndi lam gi ha! Leap Out [Phéng ra]...!”

Ranta khong 1ui lai ma nhay vé phia tredc hong lao xuyén qua bén
suon trdi cta ustrel. Con ustrel ngay 14p tirc ngodt sang phai va truy kich
Ranta. Nhwng Ranta lai nhay tié€p.

“Leap, Leap, Leap Ou! Leap, Leap, Leap, Leap Out [Phong ra]...!”

Nhdy r'6i nhay, nhdy vong quanh r'oi chay. Chealng bi€t cau nén nhan xé&t
ring: “Ranta c¢6 khdc,” hay néi gi trong hoan cinh nay day.

Haruhiro va Kuzaku chui vao ngich hang. Vé nhirng ngach hang cua
Tam A Nhan, cdi ndo ciing c6 chiéu cao dai loai khodng hon mét mét,
chiéu rong chic fAm bdy muwoi centimét. Sy chat chdi dé khién ngay ca
Haruhiro cling phai ng'6i x0m xuéng ma di chuyén, nén v&i ustrel thi hin 1a
ddc biét khoé khan gdp boi.

Ho ti€n vao trong ngach hang khodng nam mét. Hinh nhw khdng cé ca
duergar, bogie 1an spriggan. Lii nay cling cdm nhin dwoc sy tOn tai cla
ustrel nén da co cum vao siu bén trong roi w? Con Ranta da chay thoat
dwoe chwa nhi? Kuzaku khong chi théd gdp, ma con rén ri vo cung kKho so.
Chic cdnh tay trdi ctia cAu 4y dau 1&m. Haruhiro mudn tp hop véi ddm
Merry d€ Kuzaku dwoec tri thwong, nhung cdi ngach d6 lai ndm & vach bén
kia ctia 161 di chinh. Khé ma nghi rang né sé thdng v&i ngdch bén nay.

“Kuzaku, dgii & day nhé.”

“To1 s€ quay lai ngay.”

Haruhiro b khién xudng, quay lai va thtt nhom ra 161 di chinh.



Ustrel van & do.

N6 dang dirng ngay gitra 167 di chinh, ling yén nhw th€’ da & d6 cd may
chuc nam troi.

Con Ranta? Khong thd’y xdc dau, vy nén ciu ta chic hin da Xo0ay X&
tron vao mot ngach hang nao do.

Haruhiro bi€t cdi hang ma nhém Yume da chui vao. Cau nho rd. Tw day
nhin ra, né gan nhw nam chinh dién, mdi tdi bi con ustrel dang dirng sirng
strng kia chin ngay & gitra.

Trudre hét thi ustrel ¢6 vé s& khong chui vao hang ciia Tam A Nhén.
Nhwng dwong nhw né ciing khéng hé ¢é y dinh bd qua bon cidu. N6 dang
nhim nhe giét tui Haruhiro ngay khodnh khic c4 bon thdi 14h tro'n trong céc
ngach hang va chui ra.

Gio phdi thi d§ 1i véi né hd? Chdng phdi néu cit ngdi tit trong ngdch
hang thi roi ustrel ciing phdi bo cudc sao? Con cd phwong dn ngdi cho
nhieng linh tinh nguyén khdc di qua nita. Tam A Nhén thi khong ndi, chie
sao ma lam ngo ustrel dworc? Tuy nhién, hom nay da c6 kha nhi€u linh tinh
nguyén vwot tui Haruhiro d€ ti€n sdu vao Wonder Hole. Cho du c¢é nguoi
quay vé di ching nira, thi linh tinh nguyén ti€n vao chic cheamg con ai.
Thong thwong phéi sau hoang hoén, linh tinh nguyén mdi quay veé. Bay gio
van chua t&i budi trira, con nhiéu thoi gian 14m. DA thé” con khong thé trao
d6i suy nghi véi Yume, Shihoru, Merry va Ranta nita méi dau. O day, di
cho Haruhiro quy€ét dinh 1am gi, cic dong ddi ciling khong bie€t dwoc. Lai ca
Kuzaku ntra ch.

Haruhiro quay lai chd Kuzaku. Ho hap ctia Kuzaku van chuwa 6n dinh
lai. Chéc khong phéi do ciu ta mét diet hoi. Hin 1a tai v€t thwong hanh ha.

“Kuzaku. Ciu chay thém dwgc mot I[an nira chir?”

“... A... N&u khong chay thi... ché€t mat... nhi...”

“Cau on chw?”

“U.” Kuzaku gat d4u, thé ra mot hoti that dai. “Toi 6n. To6i chay dworc.”

“Vay thi toi day.”

Sau khi ra t&i gan sdt 167 di chinh, Haruhiro chi cdi ngdch hang chic
chin c6 nhém clia Yume.



“Hoi xa, nhung cdu hi€u ch? Vi Merry & trong cdi ngach d6. Cau hay
dd’c toan Iyc chay sang bén aYy.”

“... Thé& con cau?”

“T6i s€ lam m'6i nhir. T6i ra tredc cdu con ustrel, r'oi t&i lwgt ciu chay
nhé.”

“Lam th& khong nguy hiém a?”

“Nguy hiém chr. Nhwng chi ¢6 cach d6 thdi. Néu khong chira tri som,
Kuzaku, cau s€ khong ctr dong dwore nira dau.”

“...Cong nhan.”

“Khién thi bo lai day. T6i di nhé.”

“O, ludbn ha?”

“Viéc bit budc phai 1am thi nén hoan thanh cang nhanh cang t5t.”

Cang lan chén thi cang thdy s¢ théi. Haruhiro ty vO vao ngyc minh.
Cau phan van khong biét c6 nén rit dao gdm va dui cui ra sdn hay khong.
Khong mang vii khi thi 1§ liéu qud nhi. Nhwng tay khong thi lai dé chay
hon. Thoi dung phdn vdn nita. Di nao.

Haruhiro khé khang chui ra khdi ngdch hang. Ustrel van chwra d€y tha’y
Haruhiro. N6 dang quay ngwoi vé hwdong ctra ra vao Wonder Hole.
Haruhiro dung Sneaking [Lén lit] d€ di doc vach hang, ti€n vE€ phia ctra ra.
Trong lic &y cdu s€ lot vao tAm nhin cta né.

Khi nao minh moi bi phdt hién nhi?

Toi roi.

Ustrel quay sang phia cdu. Pong thoi, n6 ving chay ma khong phat ra
tieng dong. Ustrel dén kia. Pung la nhanh that.

Haruhiro cim d4u chay. Cam gidc ¢ nhw toan than dang bi kéo lui vé
phia sau. Cdm gidc hodng s¢ hd? Hay cdm gidc bi don dén dwong ciing?
Trong khi Haruhiro ti€p tuc chay trdi chét doc vach hang, con ustrel chéng
ma’y chdc da duoi dén ngay sau lung cau. Kuzaku thi sao? Kia roi. Chdm
qud. Khong phdi la cdu ta [é mé, ma vi cdu ta khong the’ chay nhw Yy mudn.
Cdu ta chwa toi dwoe cdi ngdch hang la muc tiéu. Vin chira a? Rdng Ién.
Con mot chiit thoi. Thém teo nita. Vao trong roi.

Sau khi di nhin t4n mét cdnh Kuzaku cdn dich, Haruhiro ciing lin vao
mot ngich hang gan do.



“O1...1”

Con ustrel thoc cdy naginata vao trong ngach. Haruhiro bo cudng bo
cudng. Bo vé phia trwde. Ustrel cidi gap cor th€ khong 16 mot gée hon chin
muoi do d€ nhom vao trong ngach. No sé... khong chui vao dau nhi?
Haruhiro th dung lai d€ ki€m chirng. Ustrel khong cit dong. C6 vé né
khong dinh vao trong ngach. Nhwng thé nay thi minh bi nhot ¢ ddy roi con
gi...?

“B..E...E! C6 ai & d6 ha? E...I”

“...Ranta?”

Haruhiro nghe thdy giong ndi tw sdu bén trong. Chr«ing bao lau, Ranta
xua't hién.

“Ra la Haruhiro. Cé minh may tho6i ha?”

“... Ding th&¢". Nhung lam thé nao ma may toi dwore tan day?”

“Khong phai 1671 d6. Tao chui vao mot cai hang khac, r'oi di bwa thi ra
chd nay.”

“Bira 4y ha? V&i t thé ndy ma dung phai Tam A Nhén thi tao nghi 1a
xong doi day...”

Cé Haruhiro va Ranta déu dang gitr tw theé” thap hon cad dong tdc khom
leng. Néu khong lam thé” thi hai dira s€ bi cung ddu. Nhw thé nay thi lam
sao ma chi€n da'u duorc.

“P6 ngu dan xuan ngdc. Ai di d€ y twng li ting ti nhw vay dwoc! Co
ma, kia khong phai con ustrel sao!?”

“N6 day. Nhung n6 khdng chui vao dau. Gio chiing ta phai tdp hop voi
tui Yume. Tao d3 bdo Kuzaku mot minh chay dén chd ho roi.”

“Hudng nguroc lai ha...?” Ranta cin mdi. “Tao ¢ ¥ nay.”

Lam theo y twdng cia Ranta thi that dang lo ngai, nhwng hai dira cling
chaalng con k& sdch nao khac. Thuye ra ¢6 th€ van con, nhung ciu nghi khong
ra. Haruhiro cung Ranta ti€n sau vao trong hang. Bon ciu khong nhin thay
con ustrel ntra. Haruhiro chia tay Ranta & d6 va ngdi chor. C6 1€ cdu da an
binh ba't dong tam nam phut.

Ranta hét 1én “0 raaa...!” tor dang xa.
K& hoach tdc chién rat don gian. Ranta s€ di ra twe chinh céi ngach ma

ciu ta da chui vao roi dan du con ustrel. Trong lic d6, Haruhiro s€ chay vé



hwong ngeoc lai. Co ban 1a Ranta da tinh nguyén lam m'6i nhtr.

Haruhiro c@p tdc quay tré lai. Ustrel khong con & d6. C6 vé Ranta da
cdu n6 thanh cong. Nhay ra khéi hang mdt céi, cau tha'y Ranta dang bi con
ustrel di toi boi. Thay vi wu tién viéc birt ra xa khoi ustrel, Ranta quyét tim
d€ n6é dudi dén sat ndt roi méi dung Exhaust [Bai xich hé] va gia tang
khoang cich. Pwoc ldm, Ranta. Pwong nhién, gio- khong phdi lic bay té
long ngwong mo.

Haruhiro nhim cdi ngdch hang & phia bén kia va cim d4u cdm cd chay.
Con khd xa mé&i t&i cdi ngdch cd tui Yume, s la hoi qud sic. Triedc mdt,
ngdch nao ciing diwogrc, cie chui dai vao da.

(13

... A al? Sao ha!?” Ranta gam 1én.

Co chuyén gi sao? Vwa chay vwa nhin, Haruhiro thdy con ustrel da
ding lai. Ranta cling dwng chén, vay tay khiéu khich. “May lam sao thé&??
T&i day xem nao! S¢ tao r'oi ha!?”

“SuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuUUUUUUUUUUUUUL....”

Gi thé nhi, am thanh do? Giong ciia no? Tiéng tho? Ban ndy ciing nghe
th@y. Nhwng ém lwong lan ndy Ién hon han lic Gy. Chic Ranta cling cam
tha’y c6 diéu khac la. C4u ta dinh bd chay. Nhwng tredc d6, con ustrel da
buwdce 1én, veon dai cdnh tay phai. N6 thye sw dai ra. Tay phai, a khong, ca
tay trdi ntra, tom lai la chi€u dai hai tay déu ting 1€n d€n gdp do6i. R'6i nd
dung canh tay phai da dai ra d6 vung cay naginata xuéng.

“Hu...!”

V&i chiéu dai cua céanh tay lic triedc, c6 1€ Ranta vin trdnh dworc.
Nhwng vi tay né da dai ra, nén cdu &y khong the tranh hét.

Cay naginata cua ustrel chém phap vao tay tréi ctia Ranta.

“Ran...!”

Trong khoanh khic d6, Haruhiro da quyét dinh, g4n nhu hoan toan theo
phan xa.

“Moi nguoi ra di...! Ciru Ranta...!”

Co hoi chién thing cé hay khéng? Minh khéng biét. Nhwng trién vong
thanh cong thi... dodn la co. Cdnh tay cua ustrel. Bd dai ra. Dai thdt. Dai
dd man. Dai qud di mat...

Mién khéng khiép sor, minh nhat dinh cd thé dp sdt né.



Haruhiro chay ngang qua Ranta, Iiic nay dang lui lai, mau tudn x&i xa.
Ustrel. Siec ép that khiing khiép. Toi kia. Naginata. Mot ci phat ngang. Co
khi chét mdt. Nhwng bdy gior chinh la liic khong thé’liii bwoc.

T&i roi. Naginata. Haruhiro dong thoi bat nhdy. VE phia trede. Mot cd
10n me&o. Minh chét roi w? Khong, cé vé vdn chwra. Ping hon la minh vdn
song nhan rang. Haruhiro da khéo 1éo ludn xudng dwdi ciy naginata ma
con ustrel lia ngang. Thuén da, Haruhiro ti€n t&i x& 1i chan cua ustrel. Chan
né so v&i chiéu dai than nguwdi thi qud ngén, lai manh. Con ustrel vira diing
canh tay phdi dai ngodng vung naginata loan xa vira dinh d4 tung ngudi
Haruhiro bang chan. Nhung trd nay khong dang so biang ciy naginata va
Haruhiro nghi, minh con nhin thdu no réi day. Haruhiro tranh chan phai cta
ustrel d€ bam vao chan trdi né. Cau giang mdt cd that lyc vao dau goi
ustrel.

Ustrel nga 16n nhao. Lwng né dap xudng da't, nhung nd 14p tirc quo tay
trdi dinh ddnh Haruhiro. Ustrel bi nga, nghi th€ nao thi day cting 1a mét co
ho6i tuyét hao, thir ¢ th€ s€ khong t&i Tan thir hai, nhwng Haruhiro chon
cach nhdy Iui vé, khdng hoi ti€c, khong do dw. Néu cdu chan chw chi mét
khéc thdi, hin da linh don dau tr cdnh tay trdi cla ustrel.

Con ustrel 18’y hai canh tay dai lam di€m twa, dirng 1én khdng mot tiéng
dong.

Merry va Yume dang chay vé phia Ranta. Kuzaku dang & dau vay? Kia
roi. Cau ta dinh di 18y lai khién a? Shihoru di cing v&i Kuzaku. Ca Yume
14n Kuzaku trong déu khoé sau khi dworc trj thwong xong.

“SuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUL...”

Lai nita. Lqi cdi am thanh do. Lan nay la gi dday? Cénh tay... Hai canh
tay ctia ustrel co lai. Chiing ngédn lai, tré vé do dai ban dau trong chdp mit.
Hod ra khong phdi chi co vieon dai. Pady la khd ndang co gian nhi? Pdng lé
no cwr & ché’ dj tay dai lai dé ddanh hon.

Haruhiro vura tac lwdi vira di ngang sang trdi. Chuyén déng quay. L&Yy
con ustrel lam tdm, cdu nhanh nhen di chuyén theo chiéu kim dong ho.
Néu ustrel tién 1én mot budce, hin cdy naginata cla né s& cham t&i
Haruhiro. Do vy, trwede khi ustrel kip budc 1én, Haruhiro da chuyén dong
sang trdi lién tuc. Ustrel xoay vong tai chd, va chic chin s& vung naginata
vao khodnh khic né chop dwoc Haruhiro & vi tri chinh dién. Cdm gidc that



cdng thang. Chi can loi 1éng mot thodng, roi vap vao may chd I6i lom trén
dat la sé dn hanh ngay tdp tw. Nhanh. Nhanh. Nhanh. Nhanh. Nhanh lén
nhanh lén nhanh lén. Ai do to'i nhanh gium.

“Ohm Rel Ekt Nemun Darsh...!”

Shihoru. La ma phap. Shadow Bond [Xi€ng xich bong t61]. Nguyén t&
béng tdi bay ra, dinh xu6ng dwdi chan con ustrel. N6 gidm phai nguyén t0
béng tdi. Chan nd bi hiit chidt. Nhwng ¢6 vé nd s€ rit ra dwore ngay. Shihoru
phat dong mot ma phdp khac khong cham tré.

“Jes Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Tring r'oi. Lightning [S&'m sét]. S&m sét giang xudng ustrel. Ngwoi nd
run I€n... Nhwng chi c6 th&. Ustrel rit chan ra khdi nguyén t6 bong tdi,
quay sang phia Shihoru. Shihoru lui lai, ding hon la gan nhw ngdi bét
xudng, nhung Kuzaku di lao ra tredrc mat co.

“Pet6i...!”

Ustrel 4p sat Kuzaku trong ché'p mét. Ludi naginata 1oé 1én. “Coong,”
cdu ta dung khién Block [Chén]. Kuzaku buwdc 1én. Khong chi ¢cdm khién
thl the’. CAu ta bude 1én va dam thing thanh tredmng kiem. Ustrel tranh véi
chuyén dong co thé nhw léch ngwoi sang bén roi lai vung naginata. Kuzaku
dung Block [Chéin]. C4u &y dan t&i khong nao ndng, tra nhw phai dé nén
lai cai cor th€ suyt bi ndng bong 1én, d€ vung thanh treong ki€m mot dwong
sic bén. Ustrel lai thi trién chiéu né [éch vira ndy, bdi mot nhat naginata.
Kuzaku ti€p tuc Block [Chin], vung treong ki€m. Nhat naginata sau cd né
1&ch cua ustrel. Kuzaku phan cong sau chiéu Block [Chén].

“U ha ha!” Kuzaku cwoi vang. “Khon ki€p! S¢» qua! U a ha! Céi quy gi
day! Chét tiét! Cai qudi gi thé¢ nay! U ha ha! Khé tin that! U ha ha ha!
Chét...!? Gu hi hi hi...!”

Tén dé cé 6n khong day? Trong ching &n 1§m, nhung ciu &y dang liéu
minh chién ddu v&i cam gidc so hai, dp lwe va cd tru vieng diu & bén bor
virc. Prong nhién Haruhiro ra't mudn hd tro' Kuzaku. Nhung cau khong the
lai gan. Du tam thoi da chi€m dwoee vi tri phia sau ustrel, nhwng chwa thé
ti€n vao cw li ma dao gdm va dui cui cham toi dwge. C6 1€ n€u quén minh
nhay bo vao thi cling xoay x& dwoe, nhwng voi cuc dién nay ciu chua the
li€u mang dén the". Céi lwng cia ustrel. That la xa.



Merry dang bét tay vao trj thwong cho Ranta. Cénh tay ciu ta bi chém
lia, mat mau khd nhiéu, vi Ia treong hop khah cAp nén chic Merry sé diing
Sacrament [Théan quang di€u ki]. Ranta s€ c6 thé quay lai chi€n tuy&n ngay.
Yume dinh chay t&i chd Haruhiro, nhung cdu ngin co lai: “Khong cén!
Yume cit & d6!” Yume 12 sy chuah bi cho tinh hudng bat dic di. N&u ustrel
ngd ngang t&i Ranta va Merry dang trong qud trinh tri thwong, Yume s€
phai givong minh ra ngin chin nd. Shihoru van ludn git vi tri & sau lung
Kuzaku, thim do co’ hdi st dung ma phap.

NG khong chuyén sang ché do tay dai nita sao? Nhung ma, tuy voi
Haruhiro, ch&” do tay dai d& xoi hon, nhung Kuzaku thi chwa chic. Ustrel
vira dung tay trdi chan ki€m. Tay nd vén cung hay do do bdo hé? Miii tén
clia Yume cdm vao nguc ustrel. Cdm gidc khi bdam 1én né tir phia sau nhw
thé nao 4y nhi? Minh nhé khéng phdi kiéu rdn danh hay citng dor. Chd
citng trén ngwoi né chi co tay thoi a? Chdc vdn la mot loai gidp bdo vé nao
do? It nhat thi cdnh tay trdi c6 trang bi do bdo hé. Liec tdn cong ciia ustrel
ddng so ngang ngira vo'i Keeper [Ké giir thanh] Zoran Zesh ciia Phdo dai
quan sdt Dead Head. C6 diéu, Zoran bao boc co' thé’bang mot by gidp tru
bén chdc. Sirc phong thii ciia ustrel con xa méi bdng dwoc Zoran.

“SuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuUUUUUUUUUL...”

T&i roi. Am thanh d6. Hai tay ustrel dai ra. Kuzaku sor hét hon va dinh
1ui lai.

“Xo6ng vao di...!I” Haruhiro vira la 1én vura lao t&i. Kuzaku lam gi r'6i?
Khong rd6. Ciu tung minh badm 1€n, ddm dao gdm vao lwng ustrel. “Chét
nay...!”

Lwoi dao xuyén qua. Nhwng ra't ndng... va, dot nhién con ustrel nhay
dwng 1€n. M4t cu nhdy theo phwong th?ing ding. N6 quang minh 1én khong
roi ti€p da't. Chan dong that khong 16. Haruhiro khong bam noi. “Oaaa...!”

Cau vang ra. Rét dai r'oi. Haruhiro vao thé chuan bi ti€p nhan don tan
cong. Chét dé. Con ustrel. Khong phdi naginata. CAu bj giAm cho mot phat.
Vao bung hay nguc hodc khoang khoang d6. “Gy huy...”

“Ku 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 0 0 0 O raaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

'7?

dadddddaadaaaadaddaadaaaaa...:

Ranta! Ranta duvgc vay boc trong Dread Aura [Pau khi hic am]. Cau ta
nhay b0 t&i, lao ca minh va thanh treong ki€m vao ustrel. N6 14p tirc danh



bat Ranta, nhwng chi€c 4o choang ddm sdc den cf@ia né da bj rach mdt vét
bén swon. Haruhiro bo ban sdng ban chét. Cha't 16ng gi d6 ma ciu khong rd
12 dich vi, nwéc méit hay nwdc mii trio ra khong nglrng tir miéng, tir mét,
tir mii cAu, nhwng ciu van phai bo d€ chay tron.

“Haru...!?” Giong Merry cét 1én. Haruhiro ddp lai: “V& vdn on!”, va
nghi bung rang hoan toan chgng On chit ndo. Nhung thoi, may 1a ciu van
con di sirc nghi nhitng diéu nhw th&". Haruhiro vira chili mit bang canh tay
vira dirng ddy. Kuzaku dang ding d67i dién voi ustrel, con Ranta & phia bén
phai n6. Ca hai déu chwa th€ dap sat dwoe ké dich. Nhwng ho da xoay x&
tranh hodc Block [Chan] dwgc ngon naginata va canh tay trai cua ustrel.
Chéc vi cd bon da quen réi. Ch& do tay dai c6 tAm v&i rong va mdi ci ddnh
déu cyc ki dir doi, nhwrng cham va khong linh hoat. P6 ciing ¢6 the'la 1i do.

“Pa danh dén nwde nay thi xem day...!” Yume giwvong cung va nha tén.
S€ tring. Trdng roi. Vai trdi. K& ti€p, lai thém mot miii nira. L'an nay tring
leng. Con ustrel té ra thyc sy kho chiu.

“Jess Inn Sarc Cart Fram Dart...!”

Shihoru tung chiéu Thunderstorm [Giong sét hung bao], thir ma hién tai
voi ¢ Ay la Falz Magic [Ma phap Dién twr] ¢6 siec tdn cdng manh nhat
dang ty hao. Ti€ng sa'm rén, hay ding hon Ia ti€ng nd, am vang nhw choc
thiing 16 tai. Day von 1a phép thudc loai Area Effect [TAn cong dién rdng],
nhwng con ustrel ¢6 than hinh khong 16 nén hirng tron nhiéu tia sét. Du
ustrel huing manh la thé&’, né ciing khong th€ chi chiu ton thwong co vai con
co giit nhe. Co the€ to 1on cua nd gidt dung dung roéi dung lai. Bat dong.
Ustrel khong ctir ddong gi nira.

“Ngay ldc nay...!?” Haruhiro hét vay roi lao di, nhung d6ng thoi lai ty
héi: “Cé on khong nhi?” Nho dau khong on? Cau khong biét, nhung mudn
mat roi. Kuzaku, Ranta, Yume, d&€n ca Merry, déu dang nhao t&i con ustrel.
C6 18 moi ngwdi da bit dau hanh dong trwede ca khi Haruhiro phat 1énh. Tt
cad moi ngwoi déu dinh két lidu né tai ddy. Muén két thiic di cho xong
chuyén... Nhiweng diéu do giong voi mong woce, hon la phdn dodn tinh hinh
nhi...?

Haruhiro rung minh.

Khong phai 1a tryc gidc don thudn. C6 can ce hin hoi. Trén mit ustrel,
phan ndm & vi tri miéng cfia c4i dau l1au kim loai c6 18 14 mii gidp, dot nhién



m¢ ra theo chiéu doc.

“Poi da...! Dung lai! Tam thoi trdnh xa nd ra...!”

Khi Haruhiro diing phét lai, bt dau i ra sau, con ustrel khéi dong trd
tac lwoi caa nod.

“Chip chip chip chip chip chip chip chip chip chip.”

Cau doan am thanh nay la ti€ng tac lwoi. Nhwng cdu chwa bao gior nghe
thay ti€ng tac lwdi nao ghé so nhw the ca.

Bén trong chiéc mil sit mang hinh d4au lau kim loai, hinh nhuw ustrel
dang vira nghi€n ham rang & vang vua tac lwdi dién cudng. Nwde dai cla
n6 mot nira bi€n thanh bot, phun ra tir miéng.

Pau tién la Ranta dinh chwdng. Nhanh qud...? Hd? Cdu ta bi dd bay roi
sao...!? Ustrel sau d6 cAm naginata bang hai tay roi quét mot dwong, thdi
bay Kuzaku cung chi€c khién cta cau.

“Hy...!7” Kuzaku kéu lén.

Yume bj d4 mdt ci gidng Ranta. Khong hiéu sao ustrel ditng phét lai &
dé. Trong khi tic Iwoi chip chip chip, n6é khi€n cho vai va lung minh nhd
1€n ha xu6ng ra't dw doi. N6i that 1a Haruhiro chét tran vi kinh ngac. Merry
ciing dirng ngay ra nhu khic gb. Chi ¢6 Shihoru 13 khéc.

“Ohm Rel E...”

Shihoru dinh ding ma phdp. Nhwng tredc khi cd kip niém chi xong,
con ustrel da di chuyén tro lai. N6 nhay bo tdi, da bay Shihoru. Shihoru
khong kip kéu Ién mot ti€ng, ngd lan xudng da't nhe mot mén d6. Gidng
nhwr mot th virt di mém oat vay.

“Shi...”

Haruhiro chét lang. Nhin thdy dwong ké phdt sdng mo mo 4y vao diing
liic nay la thé qudi nao chir? Co thé tw y chuyén dong nay rét cudc la cdi
quy gi? La sao vdy hd? Pwng co dua nhau.

Haruhiro chay nhw T'an theo dwong ké, va con ustrel quay sang phia céu.
Chdn diing khong, cau nghi tham. Piing la chdn. Cur nhin chdn la biét dwoc
chuyén dong ciua no. Ustrel nang cao dau go1i, gidm chan that manh xuéng
dat d€ nhdy vot 1én. N6 nhdy toi. Minh nhin thdu roi. Ustrel gio chan phai



ra. Haruhiro né minh sang trdi, tranh chéan phai ctia n6. C6 di€u, cdu khong
chi trdnh don thuAn ma vung chéo chiéc duii cui nhim vio dau gdi phai clia
né. Haruhiro ty buéng minh ngd ra, va khi cau ding I€n, ciu khong con
nhin thdy dwong ké nira. Ustrel quay minh lai. Pong tac d6 cua né khdng
dwoc muot ma. RS rang né dang che chin cho chan phai. Chirng té di c6
sat thwong. Th& nhwng... Chét tiét! Nhin thdy dwong ké ma chi lam dwoc
thé nay a? Minh khong thé két lidu nd. Théi thi ciing da nam dwoc diu moi
roi. Chdn. Chinh la chdn. Phdi chii ¥ vao chdn. Lqi niza. To'i kia.

Con ustrel nang cao dau gdi bén trdi ro1 giam xudng dat day uy luc.
Chan gidm nhdy 12 chan trdi, nén c6 vé mdt ct d4nh bang dui cui khdng cé
tac dung nhiéu. Con ustrel nhay tdi. Tuy gio’ khong thdy dwong ké ntra, chi
trdnh thoi da phdi doc toan lwc rdi, nhung chic chin 1a trdnh dwoc.
Haruhiro nhdy ngang sang bén trdi, tranh ct song phi cta ustrel. Cdi ddng
s¢... bt dau tir doan nay day! Ping nhw dy dodn. Ngay khi tiép dat, con
ustrel dung cd hai tay vung manh cdy naginata. Dinh phdi 1a chdm hét,
nhwng né€u da tién liéu tredre thi... Haruhiro cdi minh luon xudng dwdi cay
naginata va lui ra xa. “Merry, Shihoru sao r6i...!7”

Khong c6 h'di ddp. Mit cu t6i sAm. Puiia hd? Khong i nao. Ndo ciu soi
suc. Giét. Minh, nhdt dinh, phdi giét tén nay. Thuc t€ thi ¢c6 vé ciu s€ bi
gi€t chir dwng ndi la gi€t dwoc nd. Ustrel nhay tdi. Vi dd quan sat chan nd,
ciu biét dwgc thoi di€m. Biét ludn ca dwong di. Co th€ tranh dwoc, mot
cach suyt sodt. O nhtrng gidy phit cudi cung.

Nhét naginata sau mot cu song phi that ra khong dang s¢o dén the’. Viéc
nay c6 i do ra't rd rang. D6 14 bdi ustrel gidm xudng da't bang chan trai d&
nhdy 1én, ding chan phai tung cwdc vé phia Haruhiro, roi ti€p da't bang
chan phai. Nhwng vi ddu goi phai bi dau, nén sé sinh ra mét khodng thoi
gian tri hoan nho nho cho t&i ddng tac ti€p theo ctia nd.

P61 phwong khong phai 1a ma. Khong, tuy 1a mdt ga giong ma, nhwng
chi can phe ta tin cong thi né van bi thwong. Ki€m va tén cling xuyén
dwoc vao co’ the. Khong phai ké dich khong the’ danh guc. Chi 1a ha guc né
ra't khé ma thoi. DS mai la van dé ay. Van dé cwe ki to. Oi. Shihoru.
Shihoru. Shihoru. Khong con thi gio: ddu ma nghi toi Shihoru nita. Minh
phdi tdp trung vao ustrel.

"9

“Ku aaaaaaa...!” Kuzaku da dirng diy. “D’6 suc sinh kiaaaaaaaaa...!



“Nhin chin né &y, Kuzaku...!” Haruhiro né mot ci song phi cua ustrel
roi hét. “Chi can quan sat chan la sé bi€t khi nao no ra don...!”

“H6i phuccc...!” Ranta bat day. “Tao s& nim thép may...!”

“Chip chip chip chip chip chip chip chip chip.”

Vira & vao th&’ mot choi ba, ustrel da ngitng tung ma’y cid song phi, bt
d4u phét ra nhirng tiéng tic ludi véi Am lwong rat Idn. Tay nd co ngin lai.
B4 ché& do tay dai, né tinh lam gi day? Ma du gi di nwra...

“Pirng bj phan tam...! Khdng dwoe rdi méit khodi chan né...”

Haruhiro nin thé. N6 toi. N6 dang toi ddy. L'an nay né khong nhay 1€n,
ma lao t&i. Trong tw thé ha ngwoi ra't thap. Miii naginata dwa ra phia trudc
d€ dam t&i. Haruhiro nghi, minh sé bi né chet lén. Con ldu nhé.

Haruhiro van minh, trdnh dwgc miii naginata trong dwong to ké toc.
Nhung ciu khong tranh dwoe hét. Mot chd nao d6 trén co' the to 1on cla
con ustrel dung phéi ciu, di khong phdi tong vao tryc dién van khién
Haruhiro bi huych vang di.

“Gu!” “Oi!” “Hy!”

Ranta va Kuzaku hinh nhw cling Tan lwot bi hic vang. Haruhiro bi dap
vai va lung xudng da't khi “ha canh”, nhung tAm nay thi khong nhim nho
gi. Dwong nhw con ustrel da chay nhw dién theo mot dwong tron méo mo d€
quét nga bon Haruhiro, con by gio’, né ding lai, toan than nh6 1én ha
xudng dir doi... N6 dang nghi dd’y a? Haruhiro vira nang minh day vira nhin
sang phia Yume. Yume dang giwong cung sdn sang. Tiép dén 1a Merry.
Merry... ng'6i bén canh mot Shihoru da guc nga, co 1€ ¢6 vira phai thuyc hién
xo0a bop tim.

“Pay roi..! Nhip tim...! Hoi dnh sang, dwdi sy bao hd cua thén
Lumiaris! Sacrament [Than quang di¢u ki]!”

Sacrament? St dung t&i Sacrament [Thén quang diéu ki] tirc 1a...?
Shihoru. Tim c6 &y da ngung dap sao? Trong tinh canh d6, Merry da xoa
bop tim d€ lam né dap lai. Sau d6 moi dung Sacrament [Than quang diéu
ki]. Pay la ma phap anh sdng c6 th€ chira lanh moi vé€t thwong ngay tirc
khéc, chi ¢An nan nhan van con sdng. Chic chin Merry di thi triéh né d¢
chira cho Ranta mdt Ian, nén diy la Tan tht hai. Clng la Tan dung
Sacrament [Théan quang di€u ki] cudi cung.

Miii tén Yume phong ra dam vao lung ustrel.



N6 vwra tac lw@i chip chip chip chip chip vira chdm rai quay sang phia
Yume.

Ranta va Kuzaku ho to 1én d€ 18y lai khi thé" va dirng ddy. Thé r6i...

“Té... t0...! T¢ On r'6i...! X... Xin 10i moi nguwoi...!”

Shihoru ciing viy.

“Purng xin 10i chiz...!”

Haruhiro suyt khéc, ding hon 12 nwdc mét ciu da roi. Nhung ciu
kh(:)ng c6 thoi gian d€ lau di nita. Haruhiro mé to mét, nhin ustrel chim
cham. Cau quan sat cach n6 ra don. Tao sé nhin thau may cho coi. Con
ustrel nang dau goi bén tréi 1€n.

'?,

“La cu da song phi! Yume...!

Yume nhanh nhay lan 16ng 16'c nhe mét cha chudt hang, tranh dworc cu
song phi cla ustrel. N6 ti€p dat, chuyén sang tw thé” ha nguoi that thap.
Ton thwong bén gdi phai cia né da h'di phuc roéi chang?

“Ti€p theo, 1a cu lao ngwoi...! Phai canh giac...!”

Miéng néi, nhung trong dau Haruhiro ty bat bé minh, phdi cdn thdn
kiéu gi chir? Ustrel da xudt phdat. Hréng né nhim dén 1a... Merry va
Shihoru. Hdng bét. Cé &y viea moi dwore tri thiwong thoi. Nho lai xdy ra
chuyén gi... Nhwng Haruhiro thi... khong th€ ngan né lai.

“Pa noi...!”

Kuzaku xen vao. Céu ta dirng chin truedc mit Merry va Shihoru, tw the’
san sang cho mot cd va tryc dién v&i ustrel. Pwong nhién 1a nguy hiém.
Nguy hi€m khong twdng. Nguy hi€m qua strc twdng twgng.

“To61 1a Tank [Chiu don] ma...!”

Diing the’ Haruhiro vira chay vira gao khong thanh tiéng. Lén di!/ Ching
can Haruhiro phai n6i, Kuzaku da Iam vay. Cau do ngon naginata ctia ustrel
bang khién. Vi mot diéu khiing khiép dd xay ra. Chiec khién nit todc. Bat
chip diéu d6, Kuzaku van tiép tuc day tdi. Con ustrel cling lao 1én. Mii
naginata dd ddm vo khién tregt doc theo tay trdi cia Kuzaku va xuyén qua
vai ciu. Kuzaku xody thanh trwong ki€m vao bung ustrel. Ml gidp cta
Kuzaku va cdi mii trong nhw dau 1au kim loai cda ustrel ddm sam vao nhau.
Kuzaku khong t6 ra 1ép v€&. Cau tru virng & d6. Kuzaku dinh rit thanh
tredng ki€m ra, nhung khong dworc. Tay trdi ustrel ndm 18y mil gidp clia



Kuzaku, tay phai stta sang tw th&’ cAm ngéin cdy naginata lai roi vung Ién.
Tao sé khong dé’may lam vdy dau.

Haruhiro dau c6 dirng yén cin ngén tay quan sit ndy gio. Cau van
guong chan chay dang hoang. Vi th€&, cau da & day roi. Ngay bén canh
ustrel.

Khong hé lén ti€ng, Haruhiro leamg lang bam 1&7y ustrel, r6i tw lung
chuyén qua du toan than 1én canh tay phai ctia n6. Cau da ca't dui cui nhung
van ke ke dao gdm. Haruhiro dAm vio vai phdi ustrel bang con dao gim
dang cam nguworc trong tay minh. Bam roé1 vdn, van roi ngody tung 1€n.

“Gugigigigigigigigigigigigigigl’

b6 khong phai tiéng kéu tham thi€t, ma la ti€ng nghi€n rang. Ustrel r'o
dai nghién rang dén sti bot mép, vung canh tay phai tir tung. N6 mudn hat
Haruhiro xudng. Lam nhw tao sé buong tay ay.

Luc nay Haruhiro da bi Véng ra sau cd nhdy theo phwong thaalng ding
cua con ustrel, nhung Tan nay, v&i thanh treong ki€m clia Kuzaku van con
cim & bung, né hin khong the’ lam lai tro ay. Kuzaku ca't ti€ng hét oai
hiing, vira xd cd ngudi vao con ustrel vira ngody thanh treomg ki&m khép
bén phrong tdim hwdng. Khdng chiu ndi ntra, ustrel budng tay trdi ra khoi
mil ctia Kuzaku d€ ddm. N6 d&'m huynh huych vao dau Kuzaku bang nim
da'm tay trdi. Kuzaku phét ra nhirng ti€ng kéu ki cuc: “Hu! Gu! U1, ¢6 vé
ra't dau don, nhwng van tiép tuc chju dung. Tuy nhién, néu ctr thé nay, c6 18
Kuzaku chfmg tru dwgc bao 1au. Chinh nhitng liic nhw thé nay la toi phién
may xudt chiéu day. Phdi khong, hdc dm ki si?

“Leap Outtttttttetttt...! Ke ti€p la... Hatreddddddddddd...!”

Ranta nhdy bd t&i chd con ustrel tr bén trdi, ding thanh treong kiém
dap vao dinh chié’c mu dau lau kim loai A khéng

ngwgc hoanh da tram]...!

Lam qudi gi c6 skill nao nhiwe thé. Chdc tén nay tw ché ra rdi. Dii sao
ciing khong phdi ki thudt gi ddng ké’ Ranta thu thanh trwong ki€m dang
vung xudng d& theo phwong chéo vé gan tam tay, sau d6 dwa mdt dwong
gan nhw di ngang.

Muc tiéu khong phai dinh chi€c mii dau lau kim loai... ma la miéng.



Hon ntra, Ranta khong dung phén lwdi cda thanh treong ki€m, ma xai
mdat bén dap that manh vao ham rang vang khe dang nghién chat caa ustrel.

“Coong...!”

b6 khong phéi ti€ng kéu, ma 1a am thanh ham rang ddnh bat thanh
trrong ki€m. Rang né tam thoi chwa gay. Cieng dé€n dau vay ha? Tuy nhién,
ustrel 1bi lai. C6 18 cdu ta da nghi rang co hoi ddy roi, bdi Kuzaku vira rit
thanh treong ki€m khoi bung ustrel. Chic cdu ta mudn ddm thém mot hai
nhat ntra. Haruhiro b1 r6i. “Nay, ng6'...!”

Ustrel 1ap tirc nhdy 1én. Mot cd nhay thang déng v&i uy luc kinh hon,
khi¢n Haruhiro muén mé& mém phan ddi rang, co gi ma may nhdy dwoc
cao vdy hd ki cuc qud! Toan than Haruhiro bi xdc manh 1€n trén. Qud nay
thi chan dong khi cham dat sé kinh khiing ldm. Cau da chuah bj tinh than
nhw thé roi, nhung thye t&€ con té hon twdng twong.

Thay vi roi xudng, ciu bi bin nguwoc 1én. Ndo ciu lic tung bén trong
hop so0, khong con biét dwoe céi gi vdi cdi gi. Du vy, Haruhiro van chia bj
hat ving xudng. Nhung c6 1& d&n day 1a chju roi. Ustrel bit dau cir dong
co' th€ loan xi ngau. Thém vao d6, né chay quanh hét chd nay tdi chd kia.
Khong on. Tiéu roi. Haruhiro cu6i cung cling bi quang vao khdng trung.

Trong mot thodng, Haruhiro nghi, minh sé chét a? Khong khong khong.
Khoéng thé chiu chét dé vdy dwoc.

Luc nay, kinh nghi€ém v6 s& [an bi c6 Barbara ném vang di da phat huy
tdc dung. Haruhiro chuyén sang tw thé¢ nhan don tdn cong khi ti€p dat, tuy
lic cdu nhom day, con ustrel lai xdng t&i dinh hd't cdu vang di, nhwng
Haruhiro vin may mén tranh dworc. Haruhiro vira hét: “Tranh xa ra! Tranh
Xa tao ra...I” vira bd chay. CAu dau dén khip minh may, nhung cin tao
khoang cach v&i ustrel triedre da.

Lat sau, con ustrel dot ngdt dwng chan.

“Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu...”

Ustrel tya ca ngwoi vao ciy naginata, thd hon ha hon hén.

Pén ca ustrel ma cling bi€t mét w? Khong phai. Khong chi cé thé.
Chiéc 4o choang den n6 mic bi rach toac, d€ 16 1op da nau sdm cung biét
bao thwong tich. To mi€ng nhirng vét thwong tuén ra mdt chat nhay trong
nhw d4u bi hdng. D6 1a mau cua ustrel w? Thir nhin m&i thd'y, trén dao gam



ctia Haruhiro va nguoi cdu ciing dinh day th chdt nhdy dé. Ustrel khong
chi mé&t mdi. Nhirng don tdn cong cta tui Haruhiro da c¢6 hiéu qua rd rang.
DPo6i hinh phe cu da tan tanh. Tam thoi, cd bon & vao thé bao vy con
ustrel, nhung ¢6 cdm gidc chi ngiu nhién dwoc nhe vdy. Riéng Merry va
Shihoru la dang dinh 18y nhau, nhirng ngwoi khac déu céach xa ca.
Chay thoi... nhi?

Trong khodnh khic ma lya chon d6 loé 1én trong dau Haruhiro, ustrel
nha’c dau gdi bén trdi 1én. Haruhiro hét 1on.

“Cu song phi do...! Ranta...!”

Thay vi ddp loi, Ranta thuén thuc ding Leap Out [Phong ra] d€ tranh
con ustrel vira nhdy t&i. Ngay khi cham dat, ustrel ngodt sang phai, dau goi
trdi lai... khong nhac 1én. Vi n6 ha thdp nguwdi nén chic s& 12 mot ci lao
1&€n. Khong, n6 khong ctr dong.

“Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu. Phu...”

Lé nao no ciing khd to'i td roi...? Tui minh nén don ép no sao? Thdt kho
dé’ma phdn dodn. Minh c¢6 cdm gidc tw gio’ né moi phdt huy swec manh tiém
tang. Sacrament [Than quang di€u ki] cling khong con nwra. Haruhiro lwong
Iy ¢6 khodng hai, ba gidy, nhwng trong lic do ustrel da h'éi lai.

N6 lao t&i. Nhim vao Haruhiro. Haruhiro bt ra mét ti€ng “0...” kinh
ngac. Ciy naginata ma né chi givong ra diang treée khi dot kich, gior lai
dwoc vung cao qud dau. N6 sé vung t&i 22 Ciing c6 th€ né s& dAm bang
chuoi naginata. Lam sao day? Khong dwoc boi roi. Chi co cdch tién lén.
Tién lén la thé'nao?

Va céu ti€n 1én. Haruhiro huwdng vé phia ustrel. CAy naginata. Téi r'oi.
Ngay trueoc lic d6, hodc gan nhw cung lic, Haruhiro tregt xudng. Mat dat
g0 gh€ nhw da, nén ciu treot ch?ing ra 1am sao. DU th&, ciu van bay t&i
dudi chan ustrel. Ca chin phai va chan trdi ctia Haruhiro bit 18y céng chan
phéi cua ustrel, hay néi ding hon 1a va cham ra't khd'c liét. K&t qua sao roi?
Cau khong biét duoc diéu d6 ngay lap tuc.

Khi nhén ra thi Haruhiro da nga song soai trén mat dat.

Hai ban chdn, toan bé hai chdn minh dau nhw bi gidp ndt...? U thi,
khong phai la khong dau, nhwng quan trong hon la ching khong ci dong.
Cau khong lam ching ct dong dwoe. Cdi gi thé’ nay? Chdn minh khong co
cdm gidc ldm. Con con ustrel...? Kia roi. Pwong nhién la né vdn & kia. N6



ciing ngd lan. Ranta va Kuzaku dang dinh chay t&i truy kich né. Nhwng con
ustrel dang rang dirng day. Bén nao nhanh hon day?

La ustrel. Ldy cdy naginata lam di€m twa, né dirng diy. Ranta va
Kuzaku mdi ngwdi chém mdot nhat grom, nhung ustrel khong nga. Da thé
nd con vung naginata chém mot cach hung bao. Ranta va Kuzaku budc phai
10 lai. Yume hét: “Xem ddy...!” va bin mdt mili tén gidm vao vai trdi ustrel,
nhwng n6 chgng bu'dn d&€m xia. Haruhiro thi khong ct ddong dwgc. Lam sao
bdy gio? Cau vwa nghi vdy thi Merry va Shihoru da dén. Khong d€
Haruhiro kip néi gi, ca hai hop stec kéo 1€ ciu ra xa. T rdt biét on, nhirng
tor khong phdi do vdt ddau day. Ma thoi, danh chiu.

“Me... Merry, ma phdp cua céu thé nao...?”

Nghe Haruhiro hdi trong trang thai loo mor, Merry 14p tirc dap: “Néu la
Cure [Chtra tri] thi con dwgc vai [an nwa!” Pung la nén chudén nhi? Nhuwng
chay kiéu gi...?

“Hoi anh sang, dudi sy bao ho cua than Lumiaris... Cure [Chtra tri]...!”

Puoc Merry dung phép thuiat chwra tri, hai chan Haruhiro nhanh chéng
c6 cam giac trd 1ai. Vi the’ma minh lai thdy dau, con nhiwec nhoi die dji nay
o mikc dd khong the xem thwong dwoc, co 1€ minh da bi thwong khd ndng
roi, nhuwng Merry sé chita tri cho minh nhi? Vét thwong sé lanh lqi... phdi
khong? Trong khi Haruhiro dang c& chiu dau, Kuzaku da bi ha't vang bdi
cud lao nguwdi clia con ustrel, Ranta tranh dwoc nhung khi st qua van dinh
mot vét cit nong. Ustrel dirng lai & vi trf cach bon cAu mot quing, thé phu
phil va tam nghi. Yume ti&p tuc ban tén vao né. Kuzaku c6 &n khong? Cau
dy ty déng 1én dwoc. Khéng con nghi ngo gi nira, con ustrel da y&u di
nhiéu.

“... C6 thé€ ha dwoc nd.”

Haruhiro gat dau. Pung the”. Panh dwgc. Nhung khong deoc phép hung
phdn qué da. Lac quan la di€u cdm ki. Phéi tranh tai ngn, khong dat muc
ti€u ha né trong mot don, ma phai don ép né6 manh mé, quyéet liét, lién tuc,
dan dan.

Con ustrel di chuyén. Kuzaku bi danh vang, con Ranta, y hét nhw khi
ndy, trdnh dwgc nhung van dinh mot vét thwong du khd nhe. Ustrel dung lai
ngay, va trong lic né thé phu phu phu, Yume hét 1én r'6i phong ra mot mii



t€n. Ti€c 1a mdi tén di trwgt, nhwng cd Ranta va Yume d€u bi€t minh can
phai lam gi. Chinh thé day! Vay la on roi.

Anh sang bi€énh mat khdi ban tay Merry dang dwa 1én hwéng vé phia
Haruhiro. Qu4 trinh tri liéu da hoan ti't. Pworc ldm. Phdi tan cong. Hanh
dong thoi! Tong tan cong nao. Haruhiro bat day.

“Tui minh s& ha né...! Uu tién né don, chi phan cong khi c6 thé! Phai
hanh dong tr tdn va can than! Ranta, Yume c gitt nguyén phong do!
Kuzaku dwrng an don lién tyc th&! Nhin ki chuyén déng ctia né! Nhin cho
that ki vao! B&i phwong da y&u di nhiéu roi...!”

“Gur a...!”

Haruhiro néi con chwa dirt miéng, Kuzaku da bi thdi bay vi khong tranh
dwoc hét cd phi than cda ustrel. Ranta nhdy chéo sang biang Leap Out
[Phéng ra], lach qua bén swon con ustrel va dung treong ki€m cira cho né
mot nhat. Con ustrel ¢ the lao thing vé phia trede roi bdng dot ngodt dimg
lai. Yume bin mot mili tén xuyén th:fmg vao lung né. Kuzaku dang géng sirc
ding day, nhung c6 vé ra't khoé khan.

“Merry, gitp Kuzaku...! Shihoru & canh Merry nhé...!”

“Ur” “Vang...!”

Haruhiro chay hét t6c lwc, cudi cing dwng chan ngay tried'c mat con
ustrel. Cau thé phtt mot hoi. Ustrel nang dau goi trdi 1€n cao. Mot cii dd
trén khong a? Toi ddy xem! N6 toi thdt. So voi lic dédu, tdc d6 da sut gidm
dang k€. Hoan toan khdng dang s¢r. Haruhiro tranh dwoe ci song phi cla
con ustrel khong may kho khan. Khi ciu quay lai, con ustrel vung cay
naginata ra. Cd chiéu nay minh ciing nhin thdu roi. Chdm. Chdm qud. Co
khi minh dp sdt dwoc no luoén? Thoi, khong can phdi c6” qud. Trong khi
Haruhiro thoidn thodt tranh vii khi clia ustrel, Ranta 1ién x6ng 1&n chém né.
Nhat chém bi con ustrel dung tay trédi chén lai, nhwng lyc do rd't yé€u. Ranta
ding virng dwore, khong hé bi danh bat di.

“Kiraan...!” N&u méit Ranta dwoc trang bi chitc niing phét sdng thi bay
gior chic né dang sang quic 1én roi. Pwong nhién 12 khong c6 thit gi nhw
thé& ca. “... Hell Devil Execution [Ma quy dia nguc bao liét ki€m]...!”

Da bdo la lam gi co cdi skill nhwe thé? Pong tic Ranta lam la dung toan
bd th€ lyc sin c6 r6i nhim méit nhim mili ma xoay treong kie€m. Chi vay
thoi. Chic chin khong &n nham gi v&i ustrel. N&u 12 ustrel con nguyén sirc



manh, moi thi han s& két thic chi v&i mot chiéu day bay ddi tha. Nhung
bay gio thi khac. Ustrel phai dung tay trai va ciy naginata cAm sat 1én phia
mili d€ do thanh treong ki€m ctia Ranta. B&, r'6i lai do. Chi toan phong
thu. Ranta dang d6n ép ustrel. D6n né t&i chan twong. Bido Ranta dung
hung pha'n qua chéc ciing 12 vo ich. Ranta ma lai. Néi vy, trwcc khi Ranta
kiét swec, minh phdi ra tay...!

Haruhiro nhanh nhen chi€m dwoc vi tri sau lwng con ustrel. Khi nhin
chim chiam vao lung k& dich nhw th& nay, cdu binh tinh d&n la. TAm lung
rong qud. Trén d6 cdm vai miii tén. Chinh x4c 12 ba mili. Haruhiro ngam
nh&m muc tiéu, chdc la khodng dé. Ustrel tuy ki hinh dj twéng nhung van 1a
sinh vat c6 hinh ngwoti, k& cd khong nhin thd'y diwong ké no, Haruhiro van
4ng chirng dwoc nén dAm vao dau. N&u ban than nghi rang d6 1a chd hiém
thi cdu s€ tin vao phdn dodn &y cda minh. Nho' treeot thi ldc d6 tinh sau.
Backstab [Pam sau lwng]. Minh sé lam dwwoc.

Haruhiro 4p sat k& dich nhanh nhw cit, thoc lwdi dao gim vao chd ciu
da nhim. Cam gidc & tay khong dén ndi t&, ustrel citng do toan than trong
khodnh khéc, vy nén ciu ngd ci nay ngon roi... Nhung khong. Haruhiro
1ap tirc nhdy xa khoi ustrel.

“06 goa g0 g6 gb gb a goao gao gao go ga ga ga ga go go go g0 0 0 gO
g0 0 g6 g0 g0 6...!”

Thanh treong ki€m cia Ranta dang chidn cdy naginata cfia ustrel bi
danh bay di ddu ma't. Tinh cha't chuyén dong cua ustrel bdng dung thay doi.
Né&u dung hai chir khong phai mdt tor @€ miéu ta thi d6 s€ 1a “hoang dai” va
“loan xa”. Tién n6i thém 12 né da thdi nghién ring va bit dau chuyén qua
gam ru.

AAAAAA

Con ustrel vira r6ng 1én vira duoi budc Ranta chay vong quanh trong
tinh trang tay khong tic sit. Ranta dung 14n 16n hai chiéu Leap Out [Phéng
ra] va Exhaust [Bai xich hé] d€ chay tron. Trong khi chay, cdu ta thinh
thodng lai dinh ma’y vé&t x4y x4t b&i cAy naginata ctia con ustrel. Ranta van
dang c& gdng chay bang moi cich d€ gilr 1’y cdi mang ctia minh.

Backstab [Pam sau lwng]. Chic chin khong nham. Pay chinh 13 4nh
hwdng cia chiéu Backstab [Pam sau lung] vira r'oi. Nguoi ta ¢ céu “ché



cung riet gidu”. Ustrel da bi don t&i chan twong. N6 dang doc hét toan bod
strc lc cudi cung hong gi€t sach ké dich, tirc 1a tui Haruhiro. Néu khong
lam th&’, ustrel s€ hét doi.

Gio chinh 12 ngi ré& phan thing bai.

“N6 dinh choi Ty ddy...! Don ép né di...! Rang chiu dung va tiéu diét

',?

no nao...!

“Yaa...I” Miii tén Yume bén ra triing vio mong con ustrel.

“Grd 06060060060 06...!” Ranta dinh di nhat thanh treong ki€m, nhung
khong lam sao t&i dwoc chd d6. «... Ceecu... cu... ctru tao voi 1a dan kia...!”

“Pdnh n200000000000...!” Kuzaku da h'6i phuc nho phép Cure [Chira
tri] cia Merry. Vay ciling t6t, nhwng tinh théan cta céu ta ¢ vé ki cuc. C6
sao khéng nhi? Du gi thi Kuzaku cling da hung hG x6ng vao to bén hong
ustrel. Con ustrel khua naginata, nhung Kuzaku chiin né bang thanh trwong
ki€m ma ciu ta cAm bang ca hai tay, phit ra mot ti€ng “keng”, trwde khi
day bat lai.

“O gd agdaaaaa..!” Ustrel rdng 1én, bS naginata vao Kuzaku. N6
giang don 1én nguwoi ciu ta hét Tan nay dén an khac. Kuzaku cling khong
chiu thua, vira gdm Ién vwra dung treong ki€m ddp tra ciy naginata. Lic
nay, cau ta dang danh bat cdy naginata, nhung mot sai sét du nhd ciing sé
thanh dau cha'm hét cho moi th. Thyc long, Haruhiro s¢’ khong chiu noi.
Nhwng né€u 1€n ti€ng khong ding lic, ¢6 khi lai thanh ra nguy hiém hon.
Hién gior, Kuzaku dang tap trung t&i mirc dién r'6. Haruhiro khong mudn
lam ciu ta sao nhang.

Ranta da nhat lai trweong ki€m cda minh. “Lai gidp nhau roi,
Excaliburl'® cia ta!”

Excalibur la cdi gi co? Haruhiro vira tham bt bé Ranta trong long, vira
di chuyén ra sau Iwng ustrel. DU Yume da giwong cung 1én, nhwng do
Kuzaku va con ustrel dang quéan thao kho'c liét, nén ¢6 hinh nhw van chuwa
x4c dinh dworc dich ngdm. Haruhiro bét giip 4nh mét ciia Merry. Merry gio
hai ngén tay 1én ngay tirc khic. Cure [Chira tri] con dung dwoc hai [4n nira.
Shihoru ti€n Ién tred'c mot budrce.

“Jess Inn Sarc Fram Dart...!”

Co6 vwra dung gdy vé ki ty nguyén t& vira niém than chud. Lightning
[SAm sét]. Ti€ng sdm i ung vang 1én, tia sét danh xuyén qua ustrel. Ngwoi



con ustrel trong nhw hoi ndy 1én mot chit. N6 run ray toan than roi loang
choang nhw sip nga. Tuy né kip gitt 147y thing bing, nhung Kuzaku di tdn
cong ngwoc lai nham ding so hé d6.

Céch vung ki€m cua céu ta ra't chi la 161, ro rang cau ta dang qua hung
hang. Nhwng diéu d6 gidp tao ra chiéu hudng c6 lgi. Thanh treong ki€m
dang ghi t&i cia Kuzaku va ciy naginata dang bi dé xu6ng cta con ustrel,
hai thr d6 gai vao nhau, tao thanh hinh thé&” giéng nhw Bind [Chéin ki€m].
Du gi cling chi 1a giéng nhw, chr khong phai chin kiéin that sy. Vi naginata
lam gi ¢6 tim che tay & can. T&m che tay & can cda thanh treong ki€m
cling nim dAm dang ghi chit naginata cta ustrel ra sitc day nhau. DU sao
thi n6 cling dinh chat & d6 r'oi. Cling chfmg ai can Haruhiro phai néi hin ra
ring, chinh la liic nay.

“Nya...!” Yume bén miii tén di, triing vio vai phai ustrel.

“Sau Leap Out [Phong ra] laaaaaaaa... Satan Blowwwwwww [Ma
veong tram]...!” Lai thém mdt cdi t€n khing bd’, nhwng nhirng gi Ranta lam
chi 1a nhay bd vao va trit mot nhat chém xudng vai trai ustrel.

Haruhiro phi 1én bdm vao lung con ustrel. Mdc du cai mi dau lau kim
loai che phu kin dén tin cO, nhwng Haruhiro da bi€t ustrel khong mang giap
tru & ca nguc, lwng, bung 14n vai. Ciu ddm dao gdm lit cdn vao phia dudi
mép dudi ciia chi€c mii giap.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA ',,

“Gugd6606060000000060066060660600600...!

Kuzaku bi day lui, ngd bét xudng dat. T¢ qua... Khong a...?

Con ustrel khong truy kich Kuzaku. N6 1do déo, cor th€ to 1on run 1én,
ro1 loang choang chong can naginata xudng da't. Thanh cong roi chdng?
Khong, co vé chira phdi.

“0 goao...”

Ustrel cam cay naginata 1én, xoay tron cing ca co’ the.

'?’

“Oai, tranh xara...!

Haruhiro bat 1di vé sau. Kuzaku kéu 1én: “O a a a...!” roi lin minh d&
tron. Ranta ciling thodi lui. Yume, Merry, Shihoru da gitr khoang cach tw
dau nén khong he han gi.

Con ustrel xoay duwoc ching bay vong, ¢ vé kiét sirc, bén tira than hinh
khong I'6 Ién cdy naginata. Haruhiro quan sit tinh hinh mét lic, nhung



khong c6 dau hidu ndo cho thay né sip di chuyén. No dang nghi 14y sikc
chang. Khong hay roi.

“Tan cong...!” Haruhiro la 1én.

Ca bon vwra dinh x0ng vao thi con ustrel lai bt dau cd xoay Vi dai cua
no.

Khi tyi cdu cudng cudong chay tron, ustrel hét hoi sau bdy vong quay,
phai tra vao ciy naginata. Khong th€ cho né nghi ntra. Haruhiro 14p tic ha
1énh: “Lén nao!” Ranta va Kuzaku mdi ngwdi tung mot hodc hai don, Yume
bin mdt mili t&n, ban than Haruhiro ciing diing dui cui ddp that lyc. Sau d6,
cd dam phai tranh di bdi ustrel lai bit d4u xoay vong, nhwng Tan niy né
khong xoay dworc tdi bdy vong ma chi ding lai & sdu. N6 c6 vé kha mét
nhoc. Biy gio thi chfmg can mat cong ra hi¢u nwra. Tui Haruhiro lao vao
tdn cong, tung dworc mdt hai don thi con ustrel lai xoay minh. Haruhiro vira
lui lai vira d&m. Hai, ba, bon, nim, sdu vong. Cé ¢ gdng day. Tan cong
thoi, dirng c6 suy nghi nhitng diéu thira thai nhw thé, Chém. Pap. Ban. Mdi
khi ustrel xoay vong, tui Haruhiro lai tam thoi lui xudng. Ba, bon, ndm,
vong thit sdu c6 vé mat thdi gian hon. Ching nghi dén nhitng diéu nhw
minh s€ lam dwoc, mdt chit niva thdi, bon cau chi chi tam don ép ké dich,
tdn cong nhw mot cdi may. Tan cong. Tan cong. Vi ustrel rdng 1€n nén ca
bon nhdy Iui vé tha th€, nhwng khdng cé ci xoay vong nao xuat hién.
Haruhiro va Ranta trao ddi v&i nhau bang mét. Ranta mudn danh luon.
Haruhiro nhanh chéng ldc dau. Pa 1am dworc t&i bede nay roi thi s& khong
liéu mang. Cau da quyét tdm phai than trong dé€n mic t6i da. Du xay ra
chuyén gi cling khong de ai phai chét. B6 1a wu tién hang dau. Bé 1o co’ hdi
tot cling chang sao, ndm bat dwoc co hdi tiép theo 1a dwore. Haruhiro nhin
ustrel chim cham. CAu mudn chép mét, nhung c& chiu dyng. Ustrel dang
d6n trong lwgng cor th€ 1én cdy naginata nhiéu hon la vao chan. Tw céi
miéng ha rong cua nd, nwde dai duc ngau den den phun ra cing v&i ti€ng
thé phi pho. Nho bé 1am sao. Con ustrel khi nay to 1on 1a thé’, gio’ trong nhd
bé vO cung.

Piéau gdi n6 rovi bich xuéng da't trwede tién. Ustrel kep cdy naginata vao
gitra hai chan, chuyén sang tw th&¢” gan nhw ng'6i xom, cai mi giap dau lau
kim loai cta né huwdong 1én troi. Mot cai lwdi mau cam the ra tr miéng, va
am thanh nhu tiéng rénri “Uwv v v v ww v v w v w...” 1ot ra khdi ¢ hong
triedc khi ngung lai. Thé r'oi con ustrel khdng cwa quiy gi nira.



Haruhiro dung Sneaking [Lén 1dt] lai gan ustrel tw phia sau. Khi ciu
ti€p cén t&i khoang cach tAm mot phay nam mét thi ddt nhién, cai md gidp
dau lau kim loai xoay vé phia cu, lam Haruhiro twdng tim minh ngwng
dap dén noi. Lay chia! S¢r qud! N6 tdn cong a? No co tan cong khong? Ma
khong sao. Du né lao dén thi minh vdn chay dwoc. Da chudn bi xong cd
roi. Khong van dé gi hét. Minh co thé’ doi pho diworc. Hon nira, thim chi
ustrel con khdng c6 bi€u hién la né dang thé. Haruhiro 1i€m moi. Cau hit
vao thé ra, that siu, that ngén.

"7

“Keét liéu nd...!

Ngay khi Haruhiro hét 1€n, Ranta, Kuzaku va Yume déu dong loat nhao
t&i chd con ustrel. Sau d6 thi chi c6 chém that lwc, dap nhir ti bang dao sin,
bang treong ki€m. Haruhiro ciing gép phan. Merry va Shihoru khong tham
gia. Trong khi tan lyc vung vii khi, Haruhiro, a khong, ta't ca tui Haruhiro
déu binh tinh. Muc ti€u da ro rang. Chad'm dit sy s6ng chia ustrel. Triét tiéu
hoan toan mdi de doa. K& ca sau khi ustrel da ngd vat ra dit, viéc dé van
tiép dién thém mot lic. Hanh dong nay hoan toan ching d& chju gi. Nhung
can thiét. Bit mach d€ x4c nhan né di chét u? Khong thé hanh x& tr ton
nhw theé” dwoc. Cach duy nha't 1a doat mang mot cdch triét dé’ma thoi.

Khi phd huy xong ustrel d&n mirc né khong con chd nao lanh 1in, ca
bon déu dong loat dirng tay.

Qua nhién 12 mét d¢ dir. Ching ai mudn ca't tiéng néi chuyén. Haruhiro
cam giac n€u minh thot ra tir nao thi linh h'on ciing theo d6 ma tro6i tudt di
ma't. Linh h'6n ma tho4t ra ngoai thi chét day.

“...Lam dwoc ro6i...”

Ranta thé pht mdt hoi 6 dai, hat hai tay Ién troi nhw mudn ngira
nguwoi ra.

“Théng r6i...! Tui minh thing roi d6, chét tiét! Giét dwoc ustrel roi!
May tha’y sao ha, ¢6 khon...!”

“... Lanh cd ngwoi lubn...” Yume ng6i bét xuéng dat. Ngwoi cd wot
diAm md hoi, téc dinh bét 1én khudn mit. Trong cd gay sop hin di, c& nhw
sut ma't ma’y ki 16 chi sau mot tran chién nay. “L'4n nay 12 dd 1dm roi...”

“.LT.

Kuzaku xui lor, v&i cdi dang trong nhw dang ng'6i trén bé xi.

“T6i... c& twedng... minh... chét... réi co...”



“Haru.” Merry ra hiéu bang mét v&i Haruhiro. Nét mit véi ¢l chi clia
Merry dang néi c6 va Shihoru sé€ lo viéc canh gi¢i xung quanh. Haruhiro
gat dau, td y dap lai rang: “Thé& 1a gidp bon té nhiéu 18m.” ... Thdt sw ddy.

Tran chi€n vwra r'oi nguy hi€m qud. C nhw di trén bang mdng. Mot 1op
bing cyrc méng. Cam gidc thing loi w? Hoan toan khong c6. Nhur thé nay 13
da thing 2? Bon ciu khong thua. Piéu dé khdi ban cai. Ma khong, béi con
ustrel dang ndm chét & kia, nén ding 1a cic ciu di thdng nhi? Ciing khong
phai thing trong duong tor ké téc. Tuy chuwa ddm nghi ring danh muwdi Tan
thing dworc cd mwoi, nhung t67 thi€u cling phai ¢& sdu Tan. Du van c6 vai
thoi khic nguy hi€m, nhung ca bon di xoay x& vwot qua, Tan t&i hin s&
lam duwoc t8t hon nira. Gia st T4n nay ca doi di thing véi ti 18 12 sdu muoi
phn trim, thi t&i day chic chin c6 thé nang ti 1& thing 1&én bay phan mudi.
Lan k& ti€p 1a tim mwoi phan trdm. Ti€p nwra s€ 1a chin mwoi. Trong ldc
1dp lai chuyén &y, bon cau hin s dat tGi trinh dd chic chin khong thua.

Kinh nghiém. Pay la thir ching ta goi la tich luy kinh nghiém. Va roi,
kinh nghiém chién dau v&i ustrel con ¢6 th€ phat huy trong tran chién voi
nhung ké dich khac.

Trén thyc t€, n€u khong trai qua tran t& chi€n tai Phdo dai quan sat
Dead Head, c6 1€ bon ciu da hoang loan chi v&i viéc tinh cor dung do ustrel,
ba't lwc don nhan két cuc tang thwong noi ca ddi bi ti€u diét sach chgng con
mo6t mong. Khong, khong phai “cé 187, ma chic chin sé thanh nhu thé’.

Tré nén manh hon khong phai chi 12 hoc céc skill, sdm trang bi méi,
nang cao th€ lyc hay ting cwong co’ bip. Ma con phai trai nghiém.

Phai biét vé ndi kinh hoang, sy khd'c liét, nhirng con dau dén, sy nhoc
nhin biang chinh co th€ nay, bang khdi 6c cia ban than. R6i vuot qua
ching.

Tui Haruhiro dung la khong hé manh. Vi du nhuv Haruhiro, du c6 ren
luyén thé nao cting khong the tre nén gidng Renji. Tuy nhién, néu ti€p tuc
trau d'6i kinh nghi€m nhw thé nay, cho du c6 theé’ khong duoi kip Poi Renji,
nhung tui Haruhiro vin c¢6 khd ning tredng thanh theo céch clia chinh
minh. C6 nhitng trdi nghiém khic v&i Poi Renji, bon ciu chic chin s&
ki€m dwgrc cho minh nhing tri thirc riéng, tw chat riéng, va phat trién
nhirng niang lyc riéng. DU y€u thé” hon ho d€n chin mwoi chin phian trong
mot tram phéan di chang ntra, v&i mot phén con lai, bon cdu nhat dinh



khong thua. Bon cdu hoan toan ¢6 kha nang tré nén nhw vay ch? ... Tiém
nang.

Co day

O tui minh vén con cé tiem nang.

Moguzou. Cho di da mdt cdu thi vdn con nhitng diéu tui to co thé lam
dwgre. Co nhiéu la dang khdc. Hay néi diing hon, chinh vi da mat cdu, tui
10 bdt budc phdi lam hét chuyén nay dén chuyén kia.

Tuyét nhdt la cdu co the’ mai mai ¢ bén bon tor. Nhiwng khong co nghia
la tdt cd sé két thiic vi cdu khong con. To thiee sy thdy cd 16i voi cdu, diéu
nay thdt budn, dau long khiing khiép, nhwng bon to phdi tién lén. Bon to
vdn con co thé’tién vé phia trwoc.

Haruhiro dit tay 1€n vai Yume.

“Cau va't va roi. Bin tén tring phéc d6. Cau cir bio minh dung cung dé
t€, th&’ ma si€u ghe.”

“..Um.”

Yume ngang mit 1én va nim tay Haruhiro that chiit. Nao phai chi c6 mo
ho6i. Mat ¢o cling ‘Ang 4c nwoc.

“Yume dau th€ néi minh d& t€ ntra. Yume nghi chuyén gi Yume lam
dwoc thi nha't dinh phai lam. Thay vi bit budc phai co ging, chinh Yume
mudn c6 gdng ay.”

“Yume dang c& gdng ma.”

“Priing la th&’, nhwng phai cd hon, cd hon nwra.”

“Twng chit mot cling dwge ma? Khong ¢an phai lam vay ludn mot Tan
dau. B&1i vi tui minh van con twong lai phia trede.”

(13 ‘[\J'ha 29

Yume chau may va cdn moi.

Néu tui Haruhiro ti€p tuc ti€n buwdc thé nay, cd bon s€ c6 thé don ngay
mai, nhung cung c6 nhirng ngwoi khong duoc nhw the' Chéc chén ai d6 da
trng noi: thé” gidi nay khong c6 binh dang, khong c6 cong bang, duy chi c6
thoi gian 1a binh dang Nhwng that ra chuyén d6 ciing chang ding ludn.
Thoi gian trdi di binh déng 4y s& bi cwép mat d& dang chi trong mot nhip.
Hién thuc Ay doi Haruhiro da biét qué rd, ching t&i mic phai khic cot ghi
tam.



Haruhiro bép manh vai Yume r'6i budng tay. Ciu ching c6 1o nao d€
néi v&ri Ranta. Khi Haruhiro vo lwng ciu ta, Ranta chi cwoi “hé&” mot cdi.

Haruhiro vira m&i cét ti€ng goi: “Shihoru,” ¢ da rut ¢d lai voi vé ¢o
16i. O kia, to da noi gi dau.

“Cau dung ma phap ra't ding thoi di€m nén da gidp bon t& nhiéu 1&m
day.”

“... Con nhiéu thir t& ¢én cdi thién... Ping 1a van thiéu hod Iyc...”

Du trong nhit nhdt d&n dau, Shihoru van c¢6 du diing khi d€ nhin thzfmg
vao nhirng thi€u s6t cta ban than minh. Nghia 14 di y&u, ngwoi ta van ¢
th& tr& nén manh mé&. Trong treong hop clia Shihoru, cé 1& nghiém khic
bao ban s€ c6 hi€u qua hon 1a an ui.

“Phai ddy. Ma phdp cua Shihoru & tinh trang hién tai chwa th€ la don
quy€t dinh d6i v&i nhitng ké dich manh. Té nghi cdu nén theo dudi muc
tiéu khic phuc diéu d6.”

“...Vang.”

“Khong can phai xidc dong thé dau...”

“Xin, xin 16i...”

Merry vudt ve lwng Shihoru khi ¢ &y cii dau. Cdi cie chi do thdt la
tuyét qud. Khong phdi minh ghen ti gi. Thdy cdc cé gdi than thiét voi nhau,
minh yén tam dén la. Con con trai vori con gdi thdn nhau thi ho'i kho noi.

Bit gip 4nh mét cia Merry, Haruhiro né mot nu cudi. Merry ciing
thodng cwoi voi ciu. Chuyén nay ciing khéng té. Vi Merry, cau ¢6 cam
gidc hai ngwoi tam y twong thong. Diut la voi tw cdch thanh vién trong to
déi. Hon mitc dé, hay ding hon, ngoai mikc dé chdc chdng con gi dau nhi?
Cdm gidc la khong. Ma khéong co gi thi ciing dwoc chir sao. Bon minh la
dong doi ma.

Haruhiro chia tay vé phia Kuzaku.

“Phai mua khién mdi nhi?”

“... Cau néi phai...”

Vi Kuzaku ciing duwra tay ra nén Haruhiro nim 147y cd tay d€ kéo ciu ta
ding day.

Nhiwwng ma, tén nay cao lon thdt day. Cao va thon thd la mot lgii thé. Du
khuon mdt & miec binh thwong di nita thi trong van bdnh bao.



“Khac voi trede gior, Tan nay cdu lam Tank [Chiu don] rd't nghiém
chinh. Tw nay vé sau tdi s€ con doi hdi nhiéu hon, chuan bi tinh than nhé.”

“T6i s€ lam. Bat ¢ chuyén gi. D€ khong chét... va, d€ khong ai phai
chét.”

“Nho’ ciu day.”

Haruhiro khé huych vao bung Kuzaku. Dé ra ludt cam yéu dwong trong
10’ ddi thi sao nhi? Cau thoang nghi thé”. Néu trong nhém toan dong doi voi
nhau ma cr ¢6 nguoi hét quan quyt lai chia tay, thi moi chuyén c6 vé sé tré
nén vo cung phién phirc, biét dau dit ra quy tdc d6 lai hay.

Haruhiro li€c nhin xac con ustrel, roi ngang mat 1én ddi dién véi manh
trori dai va hep toe day Wonder Hole, novi tira nhw mét hém nui.

Haruhiro ha quy&t tAm rang, bon minh sé cing manh lén, tai ddy, ngay
chinh & Wonder Hole nay.

Chiing ta sé tich luy thdt nhiéu kinh nghiém, sé tré nén manh hon, va
minh sé khong noi ra diéu nay vi thé’ nao ciing bi cwo'i cho thoi miii, nhwng
mot ngay nao do, minh mudn bon minh co thé’ sanh vai vori dji Souma.

Chiing ta nhat dinh sé lam nhw vdy.



Lo1 bat

o1 tingAlay vao chinh gitra tran chi€n. C6 vé toi da thiép di tw Iic nao khong
hay. T6i van dang ndm chit bd diéu khién. Sau khi thao tic d&€ bat dau lai
tran chi€n, t6i cho't nhan ra mot thanh vién trong to ddi ctia minh da chét.
Tai sao cdu ta lai ché&t nhi? T6i chgng nh¢. Phai h'6i sinh cho céu ta chu.
Ma k€ di. Vi t6i chi dang tan sat 1 quai tom tép de’ thang cap nén t6i c6 the
xtr If dit ma't di mot ngwdi. Panh nhau véi d6i tha thira sirc thing the nay
ma chét, 12 binh thwdng Ay ha? Chéc chin 1a do t6i dd mé cudc tan st
hang loat ma khong budn nghiém chinh h'6i phuc th€ lyc trong ldic y thirc
con dang mo’ h'6. Nhin thi thdy the lgc cua nhirng thanh vién con sdng
cling gidm dang k€. A. Lai ma't thém mdt ngwoi niva. Thoi, sao cling dworc.
Tran chi€n két thic r'oi. Hai ngwoi da chét, hon nita mot nguoii trong sd d6
la nhan vat c6 th€ st dung ma phap h'6i sinh. T6i c6 the st dung vat pham
de h'6i sinh bon hg, nhung nhw thé” thi that 1ang phi nén t6i duing ma phdap
quay V€ thi tran. T6i h'6i sinh va chura tri cho ho, r'oi sao nira? Toi dang tich
gop tién, nhirng thtr ¢6 th€ mua dai khéi cling da mua hét ca roi. Nghi lai
thi t6i thd'y minh khong can keo kiét vat pham. Minh s€ thang cap 1én chut
nra? Ma thoi, da roi. Pa dén lic téi cho cau chuyén ti€n tri€n nhi? Ma
minh nén di dau va lam céi gi co? T6i dang lam cdi gi &y nhi?

To6i da 1ap di lap lai nhtrng viéc twong tw, hay néi ding hon la nhirng
viéc gan nhw y hét hét Tan nay d&n an khac, thdm chi ti€c ca thoi gian ngu.
T6i da lang phi thoi gian clia minh sao? Khong c¢é chuyén &y dau. B&i vi
n&u khong c6 khoang thoi gian d6, c6 1€ t6i da khong viét “Grimgar - Ao
anh va tro tan” r'oi. Cai thoi 8%y, khi tdi vat vo' nang ca’p do tinh lwoi bi€ng
hodc cdm gidc mudn tr6n tranh, hay ki€m tim cam gidc hoat dong thodi mai
khi€n bd ndo ngay cang té liét, tredrc quang thoi gian kia ra't 1u, téi da nhin
thd’y & d6, trong game, mdt thé” gidi méi hoan toan khac biét. Nho sw tién
b cda ki thudt, tro choi dang Thé gidi mo va tro choi Nhap vai hanh dong
3D nhwe Demon’s Souls va Dark Souls dworc tao ra nhe mét 1€ dwong nhién,
moi moc toi tré vE thé gidi ddy hoai niém 4y, nhwng niém yéu thich cta



toi tai thoii di€m hién tai qua nhién la kinh thyc t& 40 (VR head mounted
display - VRHMD). Khoéng nghi ngo gi nira, VRHMD da khién t6i chim
trong mot the” gidi mdi khac biét hon. Toi hi vong trai nghiém cac tro choi
the” hé k& ti€p sé danh bai hanh vi goi 1a vi€t ti€u thuyét dang phat tri€n
trong dau va kich thich toan by nim gidc quan cua t6i. Nhung, s€ ra sao
nhi? Viét ti€u thuy&t khé va d6i khi ra't cwe khd nhung thuce sy thd vi 1dm.
Pa hét trang ma't roi. Voi ta't cd tinh yéu ngdp tran cing 1ong biét on tw
tan trdi tim danh cho bién tap vién K, hoa si Eiri Shirai, t&i nhitng nguoi
thi€t k& caia KOMEWORKS, ngoai ra la nhirng ngwoi tham gia ché tac,
tiéu thu cudn sach nay va t&i ca cac doc gia dang cam no trén tay, hOm nay
toi xin dwoc dwng but. T6i s€ rad't vui né€u ching ta ¢6 dip tai ngd. A, ding
roi. Mong moi nguoi cling s€ Ging ho tdc pham “Pai anh hing that nghiép
thi c6 gi sai?” cia tdi nhé.
Ao Jyumonji



11 C6 nghia 12 “hoa vién” (vrorn hoa) trong ti€ng Nhat.
(2] K& diét goblin.

[3] C4ch Choco goi Haruhiro trong tap 3.

4] Sap.

[51 Ban g&c 12 Haruhiro-kun.Trong ti€hg Nhat, ngudi néi thwong ding
hu t& kun sau tén nguoi ¢ dia vi ngang hang hodc thadp hon minh.

[6] Nguyén goc 12 Renji-san. Trong ti€hg Nhit, ngwdi néi thudng thém
hu t6" san sau tén nguwoi doi thoai d€ td y ton trong d6i phwong thay vi
goi trong khong.

71 The gii sin ban thé hé k& ti&p tinh than mdi.
18] Kuzaku van thém hau t& sau tén Ranta 12 Ranta-kun.
9T Kazahaya trong ti¢hg Nhat cé nghia 12 “Gié so'm”.

1101 Trai hodc vi tri quan sy nam xa doanh trai chinh, muyc ti€u canh giw
va cho'ng lai nhitng cudc tdn cong ba't ngo'.

11 Nguyén goc 12 Konboumaru, trong d6 konbou 14 gdy, maru 12 mot
am thwong gdp trong tén nam gi¢i ngwoi Nhat.

[12] Kiéu téc dai cudn thanh lon, thwong goi 1a “téc diy thirng chau
Phi”.

[13] Nghia 12 mét c6 ba phian tring, chi ki€u méit ma nhin dwgc long
tring & bén dwdi con nguoi.

[141 Vii khi giong kich ctia Nhat Ban, cAu tao co’ ban gom mdt truc gd
v&i lwdi dao cong nhon & dau.

[15] Death flag: mot thuat ngit 4m chi nhitng tinh tiét cai cdm goi ¥
triedre v€ cdi chét ciia mdt nhan vat trong truyén hodc phim.



[16] Thanh ki&m huyén thoai clia Vua Arthur, vi vua ndi tiéng cla
ngwoi Anh trong céc tich truyén vé anh huing hiép si thoi Trung c0.
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