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Pho tugng dang sg

Trén ddi nay, khong may ké biét dén vé dep cua hinh xam, hay
biét mé dam gid tri chan thuc cta thr nghé thuat khac hoa su’ séng
von am tham nau minh trén da ngudi ay. Ba phan ngudi ta chi biét
dinh ki€n cing nhac ma thoi.

Chang han khi thdy nhitng hinh xam nghiép du nham nhd
khong khac gi vét mé day xanh den trén lan da ngdm cia mot tay
bat hao ngoai phd, ngudi dGi s€ coé an tugng rang moi hinh xam
khac déu nhu vay. Hoac khong thi cling tu’ tién quy két rang ngudi
nao mang hinh xam trén minh, bt k& gia tré gai trai, déu chi la rac
rudi dudi day xa hdi nhu dam yakuza* va tdi pham hiém &ac, hay ndi
cach khac la nhirng ké that bai trén chién truGng mang tén cudc dai.
TU dinh ki€n dy, ho san sang nham mat lam ngo trudc nhiing su
that lich st ranh ranh khdng thé lay chuyén, rdng mdt phong tuc cd
xua (dén mudc khd Iong tim dugc ngudn gbc du lat tung ca may
ngan ndm lich s& nhan loai) nhu xam minh, ton tai dugc at cling
phai cé ly do.

Vi nhu' mot nha tdm ly hoc ngudi My da khang dinh, “Hinh xam
tugng trung cho nhu cau tinh duc.” M6t bén la chi€c kim dai nhon,
mot bén 1a I6p da sap bi kim dam xuyén va hirng 1dy mét loai dung
dich. Hanh vi nay tai hién ro nét hai mat cua sinh hoat tinh duc: cho
va nhan. Do khdi nguon tur mot hanh vi ban nang mang tinh nguyén
thuy cta con ngudi, nén du c6 bi cdm doan dan ap tdi mdc tudng
churng tiéu vong trong nhitng giai doan nhat dinh, phong tuc xam



minh van mang stc séng bat diét nhu phugng hoang hoi sinh tir
dong tro tan.

Than thé hinh hai, toc tai da thit Ia do cha me sinh ra, khéng
dugc gay hu hai la nét dau cta chir Hi€u. Tu tudng Nho gido nay da
dn sau vao mau thit khién ngudi Nhat khé long ly gidi n6i thuc té 13
§ cac nuGc Au My thai can dai, khong chi tang I6p ha luu ma ngay
ca gidi vuong ton quy toc van ua chudng va luu hanh trao luu xam
minh cho t&i m&y chuc ndm gén day. S8 lugng vua chia tirng dé kim
khac 1én ngoc thé, luu lai trén da nhiing blic hoa bat tir nhiéu khdng
ké xiét, vi nhu’ Anh hoang Edward va George, Sa hoang cudi cling
cla nha Romanov, vuong phi Olga cua Hy Lap...

GoOp phan quan trong tao nén trao luu ay chinh la ki thuat xam
minh cda Nhat, tinh vi dén mic dugc ca thé gidi duong thdi cong
nhan. Khi Anh hoang George V con la thai ti, 6ng tung dung chan
tai Nhat trong chuyén du hanh Vién Déng ndm 1881 va tro 1én ngudi
mot hinh xdm. Hay tin, cac tdoa bdo khap Anh quéc, dién hinh I3
London World da lap tuc Ién bai chi ti€t vé su kién nay. HGi ay thong
tin lién lac chua thong sudt, nén tin ti’c dua nham thanh thai t&r xam
mdii tén qua hai canh mii, ddng ki€u déng thinh hanh trong gidi
thiy tha thap kém thdai bay gid.

Ngay l&p tirc, mdt cudc khau chién kich liét vé bé bdi mdi cua
hoang gia da nd ra tai Ludng vién Qudc hdi Anh. Trude chi trich gay
gat cia mot thanh vién dang doi Iap vé viéc dudng dudng la thai tor
ctia d€ qudc mét trgi khéng bao gid 1dn ma lai cu x&r dang ho then
nhu vay, thd tudng chi con nudc 1ap li€m la moi chuyén van dang
trong qua trinh diéu tra lam ro.

Tuy van cé phan kinh sg trong 16ng, nhung toan thé dan Anh
déu am tham ngdng chd su trd vé cua thai ti. May thay sau d6, cau
chuyén vé hinh xam mdi tén kia da dugc chi’ng minh la hoan toan
vO can cU, sai su that.

MOt t& bdo Anh lUc b8y gid da dién ta tdm trang nhe nhdm cla
quan ching bang dong tit day tinh t&: Cdi mdi cua thai tu dién ha
van binh an vo su:.



Thuc t& con rong diém 1é xdm trén bap tay thai tir chdng hé
anh hudng gi tdi viéc ké thira vuang vi ctia dé qudc Anh. Nhan su
kién nay, trao luu xdm tré bét dau nd rd trong hoang gia cac nudc
tién ti€én phuong Tay va trd thanh noi cham biém khong hé nhe doi
véi Nhat Ban, dat nudc co luat cdm viéc xam minh, coi dé la “hanh
vi ddng hd then & tu cach ngudi van minh”. Cling giéng dong tranh
phu thé, xam minh Nhat Ban dudc ghi nhan gia tri trudc tién la nho
nhirng ngudi nudc ngoai ghé tham ch& khéng phai nhd chinh nguai
dan dao quoc nay. Cé diéu cling phai mai ti gan day, ki thuat xam
minh mdi dugc nang 1én tdm cao du dé goi la nghé thudt, du d3
manh nha xuat hién tir hon mét thé ki trudc, vao nhitng nam Thién
Bao* thdi Edo. Giai thoai vé nhitng hinh xam diém I€ theo tranh
khac go, khi thi tinh t& khi lai phdng khoéang t6 diém cho lan da dan
Edo* hao hoa chdm chut ngoai hinh, van luon la mot chi dé dac sac
trong lich st phong tuc Nhat Ban.

Tuy nhién dén nay, dé chi con la lich stt, khéng han khong kém.
Nhirng danh tac kiét tac thGi dy hoac da vé vdi long dat hoac tan
thanh cat bui, chdng dé€ lai cho ching ta cd hdi nao ma chiém
ngudng du chi la mdt mau nho.

Pdi ngudi ngan ngui, sinh ménh clia nghé thuat cling chang dai
han. Bi rang budc bdi s6 phan mong manh nhu vay nén déi vai
nguai thg xam, viéc tim dugc mot tri ki trong dam hau boi séng sau
minh ca tram nam qua la mot giac ma kho long trg thanh hién thutc.

Di nhién la cung su tién bo cla y hoc, nhitng thao tac tirng
dudc coi la bat kha thi nhu' Iuu lai bong hinh cac tdc phdm x8m cho
héu thé& nay da co thé thuc hién dugc & mét mirc do nhét dinh. Mot
la chup anh. Hai 1a réc mang da cd hinh xam khoi thi thé roi xur ly va
bao quan bang cac bién phap chuyén moén dac thu.

Gan mot tram mang da ngudi nhu vay hién dang dugc luu trir
cdn méat trong phong tiéu ban clia Khoa Y Pai hoc Tokyo & Hongo*.
Phong ti€u ban nay chi€ém mot nira tang ba toa nha chinh cta Khoa
Y, thudng dugc biét dén vdi cai tén triu mén la Bao tang Y hoc. MOi
dip 1€ hoi truéng vao thang Nam, nd lai dugc md& cla cho cong
ching t&i tham quan. X{rng dang véi danh xung cc s& giao duc s6
mot cla ca nudc, Pai hoc Tokyo con cho trung bay & day vo van tiéu



ban quy hiém khac, chdng han cd quan tai vang chdi trang hoang
ruc r8 dung xac udp Ai Cap cb dai ngay gan clra ra vao, ndo bd cla
cadc nha van Uchimura Kanzo, Natsume Soseki va nhiéu ngudi noi
ti€éng khac dugc trich xuat sau khi ho qua ddi, hay hai b6 hai cot
hoan chinh cia mét cap vg chong tién si'y khoa dLrng trong goc nhin
moi ngudi bdng héc mét tréng rong theo dung di nguyén du chét
cling ti€p tuc hién than cho su nghlep y hoc clia ho. Ngay ca thi thé
nan nhan trong vu giét ngudi chat xac tu’ng gay nao dong mot thai
& muong Haguro khu Tamanoi* cling co thé tim thdy trong mét td
kinh.

Nhung vugt trén tat ca, thu hat su’ chd y cta bat ki ai ting ghé
tham phong nay, khéng gi khac hon chinh la nhitng mang da ngudi
xam tro trai khdp mot mat tudng, nhu tao thanh mét biric tranh Man
ba La* ki quai luu gilr linh hon da khuat cua nghé nhan va ngudi
yéu thich mon nghé thuat nay.

Cac tiéu ban da xam sau khi xur ly bﬁng dugc pham chuyén
dung va dem tralphang Iong khung, nhin cling khéng khac gi nhirng
blc tranh khac go tinh xao, doi khi con khi€n ngudi ta lién tudng tdi
tranh théu treo tudng sang trong theo phong cach théu Gobelin*.

Céc hinh x&m ciing rét da dang, tir mau don tdi su tdr, ti anh
hung KintaroX*, quy Bat Nha t6i Hoa Hoa Thugng Lo Tri Tham, Clu
Van Long SUr Tién... Trén moi tiéu ban déu phang phat con quan
quai cta khach xam khi khac 1én minh nhitng sinh ménh mdi, ciing
nhu can vat va cla thg xam khi don tdm huyét tri luc vao dau miii
kim.

Xét tirng tdm mot thi phai cdng nhan dé déu 1a nhitng tdc phdm
nghé thuat chan chinh. Nhung khi ca may chuc tam tap hgp lai mot
cho thi gay ra cam giac quai la va don ép kho ta. Nhirng ai ting thir
quan sat ki cang cac tiéu ban nay han déu thdy chang mdy chdc
minh d& bi ching kéo khoi thuc tai d&€ dén véi mdt thé gidi day
nhirng ly thua kich thich tri to mo.

“Ngudi chét di van dé lai da sao...” Mot nha bdo ghé thdm nai
day cung toi da tung thot I1Eén nhu thé, vé mat thi phdc tap, 1an 10n
nhiéu cam xuc khac nhau, c6 cam dong, than phuc, cé ca sg hai,



hung phan va say sua. Nha bdo con ndi, "Xam minh qua dung la
mot loai hinh nghé thuat. It nhat cr xét cac tiéu ban & day, toi budc
phai déng y vdi suy nghi d6 clia cau. Nhung chiu dau va tiéu ton thé
luc dé€ tu gdy ton hai cd thé minh thi van la hanh vi ngu ngdc, ai co
thudng thirc sé khong lam thé.”

Bao ngu ngdc thi dung la ngu ngdc that. Bao thi€u thutng thic
cling chang hé sai. Nhung mat khac, xam minh van gay nghién nhu
thuGc phién vay. Mot khi da bi né mé hoac thi khong ai chéng cu
dudc nira. DOi vGi cac tin do cia xam minh, xam da trd thanh thé
gidi duy nhat ma ho quan tam. M&t dai dién tiéu biéu chinh la ¢6 hoi
trudng Murakami Yasokichi cua Diéu Diing Hoi*, di nhién da 6ng
cling dang dugc luu gilr ¢ phong nay. Xét kich thudc thi hinh xam
cla ké tung chay viéc vat cho rap Shintomi-za ay phai thudc loai vo
tién khoang hau. Hinh xam khong chi xuat hién & lung, canh tay,
bap chan, ma con phu kin da mét da dau, tham chi len 16i t&i moi
ngéc ngach nhd nhu ngdn tay ngdn chan, 16 tai hay mi mdt. Trén
ngudi 6ng chi con duy nhat hai Iong ban tay la van gilr dudc lan da
nguyén sg tu' thug chao ddi. Nghe ké sinh thdi trdng mat ong tur xa
ai cling ngd la ngudi An D6 hay thé dan da do, dén khi lai gan va
nhan ra toan la hinh xam, khdng moét ai la khdng bat giac thot [én
kinh ngac.

Cr nghi dén tam ly nhat quyét phai xam hinh lén moi ngdc
ngach co thé &y, toi lai sdn gai dc. DS chang thé 1a gi khac hon
ngoai su' c6 chap dén am anh. Nai di cling phai ndi lai, viéc quy tu
dugc gan mot tram ti€u ban da xam vé phong nay au cling nhd
cong suc cua chinh nhitng ngudGi bi am anh v&i ma luc cla nghé
thuat xam minh nhu thé.

Véi tiéu ban loai khac, chéng han bénh ly lao hay ung thu, thi
thu thap khong may khd khan. O bénh vién truc thubc trudng hay
cac co sG y té khac lubn san bénh nhan, chon ra va thuyét phuc mét
sG ca phu hgp, vi du dang nhan ho trg tri liéu mién phi, c thé ndi la
tuong doi dé dang.

Nhung tiéu ban hinh xdm thi hoi khac. Trudc tién, dé tim dugc
nhitng tdc phdm dém chét nghé thudt von d3 rat gian nan roi.



Di nhién, néu chi can tim vai ngudi xam minh don thuéan thi
khdng co gi phirc tap. Dao vai vong quanh mdy nha tam cong cong
la s€ thay ngay may ga xam tén phu niI trén bap tay, hay bat gdp
ngudi hung Iwatami Jyutaro dang thu thé trong biic hoa con dang
dd trén lung vi khach nao dé. Tuy nhién, dé€ tim ra nhitng tdc phdm
hoan thién dam chat nghé thuat thi lai la mét van dé hoan toan
khac.

Cho du & thdgi dai nao thi nhitng thg xam dat dén trinh do ma
ngudi ddi xung tung la nghé nhan cling chi c6 thé dém dudc trén
dau ngon tay.

TUr thdi Minh Tri tré di chdng con bao nhiéu thg xdm du can
trudng vucot qua nghich canh, chap nhan séng chui IGi ting quan
khap hang clng ngd hém, 1an tranh su’ kim kep bla vay cla chinh
quyén va xa hdi dé bao vé ngdn nghé gia truyén. Tinh ra chi dugc
leo téo vai nguGi nhu Horiuno D& Nhat va Bé Nhi, Horikin, Horikane,
Horigoro, Horiyasu théi. Con lai toan phutng nghiép du chdng lam
dugc gi ngoai xam muc den, dén ki thuat xam dé con khong biét.

Khac véi hoa si, ngay ca nhithg nghé nhan xam minh hang dau
cling khéng thé théa y mac siic phd bay tay nghé trén gidy hay lua,
ma ludn can tdi su hgp tac clia ngudi khac méi mong tao ra dugc
nhirng kiét tac ung y. Chat liéu nén ma ho tim kiém la nhitng lan da
trang khong ti vét, lang bdong cang min. Cho du chi la mot vét bdt
hay seo théi cling du khién thg xam mat di phan nao cam hdng
sang tac. Ho luon dat ly tudng cia minh & muc rat cao, khong dé gi
dat tdi.

Thém nita, k& ca gap dudgc ai sd hitu lan da nhu vay thi cling
khong c6 gi dam bao la ho mudn xam. V@i tang I6p thugng luu thi
cO 1€ ngay ca trong ma ho cling chang nghi tdi, nhat la khi xd hoi
con day dinh kién vé viéc xam minh, chua ké tdm ly sg dau. Xam la
ldn ranh d6 ma mot khi da bang qua thi cam ki trg lai, nén du hinh
xam 16ng lay dén dau, cling khéng dé gi d&€ mét ngudi ha quyét tdm
khac Ién da minh nhirng dau an khong bao gid bién mat ay.

Cudi cling, du muén xam ma khéng nd luc cao dd thi van khong
thé tao nén mot hinh xam toan than dang k€. Subt may thang lién,



ngay nao khach xam ciling phai chiu dung con dau dir doi khi hang
ngan, tham chi hang van mdi kim xuyén qua da minh, trdt vao do
muc cung du th mau vé khac, kéo theo di ‘'hg, sot, kiét siic do
giam bach cau va ca ganh nang chi phi khong hé nhd. Két qua tat
yéu la nhiéu ngudi bo daé gilra chirng. Hang van ngudi chi dugc mot
ngudi hoan thién hinh xam, ma néu khong day cbéng tim toi thi
khong sao tim ra dugc.

Nghe dau moi ngay trong sudt han mét thap ki, ngudi phu trach
thu thap nhiing tiéu ban nay la tién si F déu phai dao qua hang loat
nha tdm cong cong. Ong ciing thudng xuyén viéng thdm nhan si
trong cac gidi dé cé hinh xam nhu thau khoan, hang rong, mai vo...
dé tim kiém su' hgp tac. Tham chi khi gap ké khong du kinh phi dé
hoan thién hinh xam clda minh, 6ng con san sang bé tién tui giup
ho.

Tién si F han cling thubéc dang mé mudi vi strc hat ki la nhu &
phién clia nghé thuat xam minh.

Quay lai chuyén chinh, cho du cé tim ra kiét tac sau ngan &y nd
luc, van dé cling chua han da dudc giai quyét. Trd ngai ti€p theo
can vugt qua la hgp déng chuyén nhugng hinh xam. C6 18 khdng
can nhdn manh thi ai cling hi€u day la mét bai todn nan gidi. Cho du
ting quan dén dau, cling chang tin dd x&m trd nao lai vi miéng com
manh 3o ma di ban da minh ca. V@i cai dam von di vo cung mé tin
nay, suy dén cung chi co cach viéng tham ca tram [an, thé thot
thuyét phuc, may ra ho mdi chiu nhan tién coc va ki hgp dong giai
phau sau khi qua d&i dé chuyén nhugng hinh x8m... M6t qua trinh
doi héi su bén bi va ki nang ngoai giao tuyét vai.

Xong xudi hét rdi, con phai dgi déi phuong ta th€ ma chang thé
biét trudc la mudi, hai muci hay ba mugi ndm nira, cling chang thé
|y ly do s6t ru6t ma dung téi cac thu doan phi phap nhu ha doc. Va
tat nhién, khong ai tién doan dudc liéu hinh xam dang chd cd con
nguyén ven sau ngan dy nam thang, trong khi hang ha sa s6 su’ c6
ki€u thién tai, chién tranh, mét tich... cd thé bung phat bat cl lic
nao.



May chuc tiéu ban nay, tdm nao tam nay déu chat chira bao lao
tdm khd t& nhu thé day. Néu khéng cd su’ cdng hién day tdm huyét
cla tién si F, ngudi vé sau con dudc biét dén vdi biét danh “Tién si
Hinh xam” va dudc hoi bd gia khap mot dai Kanto guri tdng cot dén
da thay IGi cam on, thi cho du c6 dua vao ti€ng tam va uy tin cla
Khoa Y Dai hoc Tokyo, ciing chdng dé gi hoan thanh nhiém vu thu
thap gian nan trac tré va tao nén bd suu tap dang tu hao trudc ca
thé gidi nay.

Tuy nhién, ngay cd nhitng tiéu ban day coéng thu thdp &y van
chua hoan toan tai hién dudc vé dep di thudng cla nghé thuat xam
minh.

Trén da nguGi sbng thi muc den sé cd anh lam dam, doé son va
nhudm sac ndu dong, nhung trén da chét thi khong sinh dong dugc
nhu vdy, chua ké con phai mau. DU bo qua van dé mau sac, ta cling
khd l1ong lam ngc trudc nhitng mang cang thi€u tu nhién cua hinh
xam, khiém khuyét tat yéu khi kéo dan lan da von udn lugn day
nghé thuat clia con ngudi dé trai 1én mét phang.

NEu ghé tham tho xam va héi xem phac thao thi sé thay ro diéu
nay. Cling nhu tranh vé trén diéu, cac chi tiét, bd phin cc thé ngudi
trong phac thao déu rat mat can dsi. Nhung khi chuyén tur gidy 1én
da, nhirng dudng nét thi€u can x(rng, thoat nhin vung vé nhu mat to
chan tay teo ay lai tré nén sinh dong, chan thuc. Ching da khién toi
phai sirng s6t khong biét bao nhiéu [an. Thg xam ting ndi ding
chiém ngudng hinh xam & dang tranh vé trén mat phang, ma nén
thudng ngoan nhu tadc pham diéu khic Iap thé thi mdi phai dao. Qua
la chi Iy!

MOt danh si Ilrng 1ay nhu tién si F tat nhién 13 nhan ra diéu nay.
May pho tugng ban than dat trén chiéc ban gilra phong ti€éu ban
chinh la giai phap cubi cung ma 6ng rut ra.

Pung la cach trung bay nay tao ra hiéu Ung ba chiéu cho cac
tdm da xdm, dua ching vé hinh dang co thé ngudi, loai bd cadm giac
thi€u tu’ nhién nhu may mang da dong khung treo tudng. Tuy nhién,
chung lai chlra dung hai hudm dang sg riéng.



Nhirng than minh x8m tré khdng déu khdéng cd cut tay cut chan
dy td diém vao khéng gian xung quanh bdng gam mau sic s3, va
bang ca hinh thu ki di. Hoa van cta ching chan thuc bao nhiéu lai
cang khién ngudi ta kinh hai bdy nhi€u. Trong qua thi ngay gigi tinh
chinh cht qua o la gi cling con khé xac dinh, nhung ai ndy dé dang
tudng dugc doi ho at la day dp song gid thang tram ma ngudi
thudng khdng sao hinh dung ndi. DU nhitng manh dd&i 8y da trdi vao
quén lang cung nam thang, thé nhung nhirng cau héi nhu’ con ngudi
ho ra sao, dong ca gi khi€n ho quyét dinh xam hinh nay, r6i thi hinh
xam da anh hudng thé nao tdi quang daGi con lai cua ho, van lubn
I&n van kich thich tri tudng tugng cda thé nhan.

Vi nhu, ngu@i ta bao mot trong nhitng tdm da & day dudc cho
la cua ac phu khét ti€éng Takashi Oden, nhung ngay danh si day uy
tin nhu ti€n si F con khong dam khang dinh diéu do. Giéng nhu tdm
da ai cling tudng la cla nir tac Kaminari Oshin Iuu gilr tai Khoa Y Dai
hoc Osaka, sau nay da dugc ching minh la IGi don sai su that. Du
cd bi nhiéu ngudn dang tin cay bac bo, nhing IGi don tucdng tu van
cr ton tai dai dang. CO I€ 1a do ban tinh t6 mo khd long kim nén,
ngudi ta c vo thiic va cd chap ap dat hinh tugng cho chd nhén cac
tiéu ban nay.

Tam gac moi dién tich sang mot bén, tdi xin ké su' that vé mot
nhan vat goép mat vao kho tiéu ban, chd nhan cta mot tdm da dap
lén than tugng, cling nhu vé vu an hai hing dang sau hinh xam trén
ay.

D6 la hinh xam Orochimaru vo cung tinh xao... Orochimaru,
thuat si ting so yéu thuat vdi hai quai nhan Jiraiya va Tsunade*
trong nui Togakushi, ddng suting sitng & ddé véi nu cudi lanh lung
khinh khi, minh khoac giap Iuéi, dau toc r6i bu do 1au ngay khong tia
tot, tay thi bat an niém chi. Lra ma chay bung bung xung quanh,
ndi bat trén phdng nén xanh den dudi canh tay va bén héng. Tua
dau trén vai trdi y la mot con rén uén minh phd ra I8p vay xanh den
nhu phu réu va phan bung doé au. Trén canh tay bi chat cut tir khuyu
la hoa anh dao va la dd, con trén cang chan cut tur dau gbi la vai
bong xuang rong cd dai tuci tan dua nd.



Hinh xam nay vugt troi cac hinh xam khac & day nhd nét xam
tinh t€ va cach ph6i mau tuyét my kho ta.

Bén hong phai co khac tén tac gid: Horiyasu ché tac, 2/1941.
Horiyasu la m6t thg xam dugc ngudi trong giGi ton vinh la nghé
nhan, tdc phdm Orochimaru nay ciling dudc coi la kiét tac dé ddi cla
o6ng. N6 von con sbng dong hon nira khi ngu trén tdm Ilung tran
ngoc nga cua Nomura Kinue, mot tuyét thé giai nhan tudng ching
khong cé thuc trén dai.

Khong kho hinh dung ra tdm trang Horiyasu vao th&i khac chao
ddi cua Kinue cung c6 em song sinh Tamae. Co I€ 6ng da tham khan
nguyén rang néu cd thé thi mong lan da cla hai chi em min mang
nhu lua va trdng sang nhu ngoc, dé khi ho trudng thanh 6ng sé don
hét tam huyét 1én lan da my |é ay. Nguyén udc cla Horiyasu da
dugc giri gam ca vao cai tén dat cho hai co*.

DBén mot ngay no, mong udc do ciing trd thanh hién thuc. Lan
da clia Kinue trudng thanh van dep nhu dai lua chuyén dung dé vé
tranh, min mang dén do Horiyasu du ti'ng xam cho hang chuc phu
n{r cling khong khdi siing sa.

Thém nira, chinh ban than Kinue cling mudn trang tri 1én da
minh, do tac dong cua gien di truyén cung moi truGng nudbi day.
Chay trong huyét quan cb la dong mau cua ngugi cha bo viéc kinh
doanh 6n dinh dé& theo nghé xam tréc trd chi vi qua doi say mé,
cling nhu clia ngudi me dén vai Horiyasu vi dam dudi nhirng hinh
xam dudi tay 6ng. Giong nhu ké lanh 1an bi coi la khi€ém khuyét
trong mot thé gidi toan ngudi tat nguyén, Kinue cling thdy hé then
khi gilr lan da tron lang dudi mot mai nha ma ai dén ai di déu xam
tr6. Yéu t6 thuc day cudi ciing chinh Ia khi mdi tinh dau clia ¢6 (mot
tén thg anh sa nga thanh yakuza dén xam & cho Horiyasu) tuyén bo
khong bao giG 1ay mot ngudi dan ba véi lan da nguyén sd vé lam vg.

Tsunetaro, anh trai cta hai chi em Kinue, tU nho da dugc
Horiyasu truyén day moi ngén nghé véi suy nghi cirng nhac rang
khong mot ai khac ngoai dira tré nay du tu chat ké thua cac ki thuat
va bi quyét tuyét mat cia minh. Trudc khi Tsunetaro di kham nghia
vu quan su, Horiyasu da xam lén lung con trai mot bdc hoa ki vi



thay cho I1& trudng thanh, nhu mot cach thé hién day trang trong
moi quan tam ma cha me danh cho con cai.

Thay vay, nhitng cam xuc kim nén bay lau trong long Kinue lién
boc phat. “Xin cha xam cho ca con nifa. Hay xam cho con mét hinh
to dep khong thua kém anh hai,” Kinue quy goi chap tay tham thiét
cau xin.

Horiyasu tuyét nhién khéng dong y. Ong méng con gai chua
chong ma dam m& mom ndi nhirng chuyén nhu vay, réi thi cha me
ai nd tu tay lam ton thucng co thé con gai minh.

Kinue 1ang 1ang rd&i di, cr thé hai ngay tréi qua ma khong cd su
kién gi khac. Horiyasu dam ra chung hing. DBoi véi phu nit hay
nhirng ngudi c6 vai V€ thi khi dugc nhd xam, 6ng ludn tu choi trong
lan dau tién, khdng phai d& trdn tranh trdch nhiém, ma nhdm kich
dong quyét tam cda ho. Pa nhiéu nam kinh nghiém trong nghé, 6ng
biét lam nhu thé& chinh 1a d& dau vao IUra... Gid thi, tdm can Horiyasu
day dut khon ngudi, tai sao khi @y minh khong chiéu con ma xam
lén nd hinh gi d6 ba phan hay phan ruGi cling dudc. Chi can tac
dong vao lan da ay mot chat thoi thi vé sau sé thira cd xam tiép
dudc, cho du cb phai ép udng di chdng nifa. Nhung tir géc dd ngudi
lam cha, gi& 6ng khdng thé ma& 18i déng y dudc nita.

T6i hdm do, Horiyasu di xam vé thi Kinue ra ctra don vdi mét nu
cudi day an y, “Cha a, 1€ nao dén nudc nay réi ma cha van khéng
chiu xam cho con sao?”

C6 thodn thodt xan tay o kimono Ién dén tan vai, ph6é ra mot
phan bap tay trang nén (ng hong vi tu mau va tay tdy nhu dang
sung. Trén phan bdp tay dy la ba bong anh dao nhdo xam bdng
nhiing dudng kim xanh ti mi. Horiyasu mdi li€c qua da nhan ra la tac
pham clia Tsunetaro. Ong nhin 1én mat con gai bdng anh mat cam
khai kho ta.

“Sao a? Thé nay ma cha con khong chiu xam thi con sé nhd anh
hai lam not ca ngudi day.”

Minh thua that r6i, Horiyasu nghi tham. Tuy nhién v@&i 6ng thi
qua khong cé that bai nao dang mung hon.



“Lén tang hai roi cdi hét do ra di.” Ong Idm bam, hai mat séng
|én.

CUr nhu th€, chi may thang sau, mét phu nir hoan toan mdi
dudc sinh ra, v@i cai tén Kinue “Orochimaru”. Hinh xam toan than
vUira hoan thanh, ngay dém &y Kinue d3 thén thdc ndm trong vong
tay rdn chac va sdc sG clia ngudi tinh.

"Khi ching ta 6m nhau thé nay thi chang con thdy phan da
trang nao ca... That la tét, tét qua roi. Mien la hinh xam khong bién
mat, thi lbng em s& chang doi thay.”

Hinh xam khong bién mat, nhung tinh cam gitta hai ngudi lai
tiéu tan. Chang may chdc c6 nang Kinue mdi dugc t6 thém huong
sic da lac vao mét chuyén di dai bat tan, ddi hét tir anh nay sang
anh khac.

Khong bao lau sau, cudc chién lam tan tanh doi sdng dan Nhat
nd ra, ti€p dién roi két thic.

Thém nam nam nira, Kinue chirng chac man ma xuat hién tai
Tokyo dang chim trong r6i ren thoi hau chién. Nhung don chd co la
vu giét nguGi hang loat tham kh6c ma dam nha bao lanh nghé van
nhat tri goi Ia “An mang hinh xam”, dua c6 vao danh sach nan nhan
clia mot con quy tan sat dang sg.

Cac an mang nay déu xoay quanh hinh xam Orochimaru. Khéng
chi thé, toan bd dién bi€n con chim trong bau khong khi ma mi dién
cudng, khién ngudi ta khong khai lién tudng tdi nhitng su tich vé thé
gidi yéu thuat.

Vu dau tién la tham kich trong phong kin, mot khong gian
tudng chirng khdng thé tao 1p dugc & kién trdc Nhat truyén thdng.
ROi T sén thinh linh xuat hién sau khi hinh xam Orochimaru bién
mat, c’ nhu diém g& ngam am chi chan tudng dang kinh hoang.

Hinh xd8m Orochimaru d& bién méat ngay tr dau vu an, khdng dé
lai bat c tung tich nao, va chi tai xuat khi vu an ha man mét cach
day kich tinh. Co lic cac diéu tra vién con lo ldng doan rang, hung
thu sg rui ro nén da tiéu hay luén phan than co hinh xam roéi. Tuy
nhién, hinh xam ay da vugt qua moi su truy lung cta cd quan diéu
tra d€ ton tai cho t&i tan ngay nay.



Vao thdi khac cudi cung, khi nd 10 dién 8 mot noi khong ai ngo
t3i, tat ca da bang hoang dé&n mdric khdng ngan ndi minh hét 1én.

Pho tugng ban than & day la mot ki vat cua vu an tham khoc tot
dod ay. Ngay viéc tiéu ban da xam khong dugc déng khung ma c6 y
dem d3p 1én mot pho tugng ban than khéng dau cd tay chan da da
khién t6i coi nd nhu biéu tuogng day kinh hai cho vu an néu trén.

Chia khda dé md ra bi &n clla &n mang nay d3 ton tai ngay tur
thdi diém Kinue bat dau xam minh, qudng mdy nam 1940-41. Tuy
nhién, xét tinh chat cdu chuyén thi tdi khéng thé quay ngudc thdi
gian va bat dau chap but tir giai doan do.

Hién Ién trong tam tri toi bay gid la ki ic sGng dong vé Tokyo
mGt ndm sau chién tranh, khi ma dai do thi nay van chua thé diing
day khéi noi dau bai tran, hang loat su' c6 la lung xay ra nhu dich
mu0 nho giot & khap cac vét thuong. Tirng ngdc ngach tha doé khi ay
chim trong trang thai réi ren ma quy chua ting thay. Bay gid, hinh
xam Orochimaru van dang khoe sac trén lan da day sic song cua
mot phu nir.

Thang Tam nam 1946, tdm man bi kich bat dau dugc vén ma.



Quy cO Serpent

Pa mét ndm tréi qua ké tir khi Nhat Ban dau hang, danh déu su
ha man cula cudc chién vo tién khoang hau trong lich sir. Cai nong oi
a cla mua he Tokyo nhu mudn ha guc not cac cu dan thu d6 von da
lao dao kiét qué vi bai tran. Cong cudc tai thiét hau chién mdi chi cat
dugc nhirng budc dau tién day nang nhoc, nhung lan trai tam bg da
dan dan moc Ién canh déng phé tich chién tranh con chua don sach
hay san lap cho dang hoang. Nhitng mat hang day mau sac trudc
day it thdy nay lai tran ngdp thi trudng, du rdng ngudi ngudi nha
nha déu tung quan ca.

Tinh hinh gan khu Ginza cling vay. Ban ngay, dudng phé tran
ngap dan lang thang véi dnh mat tr6ng rong, xen lan vai béng ngu®i
nudc ngoai ngao nghé sai budc bang tu thé ké chinh phuc. Toi
xubng, ndi day nhudng lai cho dam vo gia cu tim ki€m mot mai nha
dé ta tac qua dém, cho may cb gdi ban hoa hodc dam cdn d6 mac
nhién 16ng hanh, nén chang hiém khi man dém tinh mich bi xé toac
bdi ti€ng sung.

“Tokyo thay déi r6i... Ginza cling vay...”

Ping dudi mai hién moét quan hang da ha clra chdp nam trong
hém nhd & Nishi-Ginza, tién si Hayakawa Heishiro 1dm bam. Minh
khoac bd vest vai lanh trdng that ca vat chinh té, tay chéng ba
toong may, tr 6ng toat ra vé chin chu cé phan lac 16ng vdi thai dai.
Ban than tién si cling khong tu nhan thdc dugc minh an van nhu
vay don thuén chi do thdi quen, do khdng kip chudn bi trang phuc



khac, hay dang c6 dung bd vest nhu' I18p giap cudi cung hong bao vé
long tu ton dac trung cla gidi hoc gia trudc bién dong dir doi cua
thdi cudc. Ma chua biét chirng la do tat ca cac nguyén nhan ay két
hgp lai cling nén.

Tién si danh mat may que diém mdi thap dugc mét ngon Iira dé
xem bién s6 nha. Ong nhin chdm cham vao do6. Anh Itra yéu 6t soi
Ién khubn mdt trong nghiéng gay go sac canh kém d6i mdt chim
ung va doi mbéi mong, phang phat vé gieu cot khi€n ngudi ta lién
tudng tGi ac quy Mephistopheles.

“S8 58, phuting 6, dung la day roi.” Ong I&m bdm roi bdm nit
chudng dat dudi bién sb nha.

Clra ngbi nha go hai tang nay, di nhién 1a dang ddng kin. Ban
ngay ma di qua day thi sé thay ao gidp, d6 gom su, tranh phu thé
cung may mon do6 luu niém ré tién nhdm tdi khach nudc ngoai bay
|6n nhon bén kia I8p kinh c6 dong ch{r "SOUVENIR” mau vang kha
nghi. Tuy nhién, trong tié€n si luc nay khong cd vé gi la dang tim mua
nhirng mon hang nhu vay.

Cach! Khe nhin trén canh cra 3 mot bén nha trugt ra, doi mat
nhu mat méo nhin cham cham ra man dém bén ngoai vdi vé tham
do.

“Ai day a?” Giong n{r tram.

“Toi la Hayakawa Heishiro. Chac c6 chu cling biét day.”

“Ai gidi thiéu 6ng dén day?”

“Chau t6i, Mogami Takezo..."

Dugng nhu chua bi thuyét phuc, c6 gai bén trong bat dau dat
cau hoi nhu thé dang niém chd, “Ran? Ech? Sén?”

“Ran nudt éch, €ch an sén, sén lam tan chay ran.”

Tién si vira dat IGi, cUra lién m@ ra y nhu cra hang trong Alibaba
va bn muoi tén cudp. Trudc mat ti€n si la nhitng bac thang vira
hep vira d6c sang I6 mG dudGi bong den sgi dot. Co gai con nét tho
ngdy mdc bd d6 kiéu Hoa bang lua trédng, tda ra mui huong dac
trung cua ngudi nuGc ngoai. Tién si leo I€n cau thang nhu ¢b chi, va
thay cra phong bén tay phai trén hanh lang tang hai da md& san.



Bén trong dang phat m6t ban nhac buén chay dia than, am thanh
vong xudng ca tang mot.

Pay la mot quan rugu. Ngoai quay bar thd so dat doc buirc
tudng dobi dién clra ra vao thi cling chi co6 hai chiéc ban dirng. Sau
quay bar la m6t phu nir tré cao rao van kimono nén den cham bi
trang, mat trai xoan, doi mat hanh nhin xuyén qua cac vi khach
dang ngoi G quay, ban vé phia ti€n si véi vé ngd vuc.

“Chao quy khach.” Ca giong c6 cling nhudm nét ngG vuc.

“La toi day. C6 chu con nhé chi?”

"Thay Hayakawa...” Khudén mat trai xoan trang tréo chgt (ing
hong. Than hinh mém mai diém 1é khé run Ién vi can phan khich
gobm sau phan mung vui va bén phan sg hai.

“That chang may khi... quy héa qua. Khong biét t6i biét tin thay
bao nhiéu nam roi nhi?”

“Phai sau, bay nam r6i. Co khac trudc qua!”

“Oi, thay ci ndi thé. Nhin thay cling khac 1dm.”

Cung mdt tir “khac” nhung mdi ngudi mot canh, nhat 13 sau
cudc chién khung khi€p nhu vay. Ngugi thi tU khon cung mot buGc
Ién ti€én, ke lai tu’ chin tang may rét xudng chin tang dia nguc. Du chi
thoang qua, ti€n si Hayakawa van mc ho cam thay do6i chdt mia mai
trong cau noi cia ngudi phu nir.

“Thay dung gi a?”

“Cho t6i mét ly whiskey ra bén nay di.” Ong khdng dén quay bar
von da kha dong ddc ma chon lay mét chiéc ban, dung ba toong
vao dé r6i lau mo hoi.

Budi t6i réat oi blrc. Nhu d6 thém dau vao Ilra, clra s6 phong nay
con bi chan bdi mot toa nha sau tang va thi€u di tinh ndng thong
thoang cg ban. Vay nén may chi€c quat trén tudng va trén quay bar
cling chang lam dudc gi nhiéu ngoai viéc quay qua quay lai, lua
khong khi ham hap tur géc phong nay sang goc phong khac.

“Néng qua di. Cr th& nay thi sdng sao ndi.” Mt ngudi dan éng
ngoi G quay le nhe nai.

“Thé sao anh khong cdi sG mi ra?”



“Cam on thién chi cta c6 chu. Nhung phai cong nhan trGi ndng
thé nay ma c6 van an mdc chin chu ding phép tac qua nhi.” Vi
khach budng ra nhirng IGi day any.

“Thi t6i la phan nif nhi ma.” Co chd cudi dap, dirng tay lac xuc
Xac.

“Co sao dau. Tu khi nudc ta bai tran r6i lai phai don he tdi thé
nay, t6i dam ra ghen ti hét muc véi cac chi em. Gan day vay ao cho
nit gidi cling mat mé hon roi, sao cd khéng sdm mét bd hé vai hay
d6 Hoa nhu em gai nay van mac ay.”

“Tiéc la t6i khdng hap vai d6 Tay. CO 18 tai gu clia tdi von cb
ha.”

“Thé u... toi thi khdng nghi thé dau.”

Vi khach mai ngung IGi thi da cé ké hoi tiép.

“Ma c6 chu nay, cai tén Serpent clia quan cé nghia gi thé?”

"T6i khong bi€t nira. Tén nay do mot ngudi dat cho, nhung toi
kém coi that hoc nén cling chang hiéu cé nghia gi.”

“Néu cd khodng biét thi dé toi chi cho nhé. Trong ti€ng Phap thi
Serpent nghia la ran day.”

“Ran u? O vay a? Khdng hiéu sao ngudi dé lai chon mét cai tén
dang so nhu thé nhi... A phai roi, chac tai t6i tudi Ti dy ma.” C6 chu
cudi, mat hdp hay nhu dira tré tinh nghich.

“Théi dung danh tréng lang nira. C6 chd cé mudn gidu cling
khong che mat dugc toi dau. Toi da nam dugc hét & day roi. Trén
ngudi c6 cb thd dé ma, phai khong?”

“Hinh x&m &y. Theo chd tdi biét thi ¢ chi c6 xd8m mdt hinh Cau
Lgi Gia La* phua kin toan than, dén ca nam nhi dai trugng phu ciing
phai chao thua. Tén cua quan nay la lay tu d6, d-dung khon-ng, cb
chu?”

“Thir d6?”

Phai dung dén giong diéu ngan nga nhu dong kich Kabuki dé
lap li€m, han tay nay cling hai ngai khi dua ra cau hoi ay. Nhung c6
chd chang budn nhtc nhich dén mét sgi 16ng may.



“Suy dén cung, la ai da lan truyén may IGi don dai vo trach
nhiém nhu thé chd, that phién qua di. T6i ma la chi dai cia moét
bang nhdm nao day & Shinbashi* thi da danh... Ch(r day thi, dén
nhin kim tiém con rogn hét téc gay nira 1a.”

“Chuyén nay phai c6 bang chirng ch(r néi mom dau an thua gi.”

Ga dan ong kia chdp lay tay c6 chu, lap tic “xoang” mot tiéng,
coc trén quay rét xudng dat. Co chu quyét liét hat tay ga ra.

“Anh lam gi day? That bat lich su!”

“Cb6 chu gian a?”

“Gian ch( sao khong! Mu6n xem hinh xam cua dan ba dén thé
lf?”

“Mudn xem, du cé phai cham noc khién cd chd ndi tran 16i dinh
di nra.”

“Thé thi d€ tdi cho anh xem. Da&i lai anh phai quay ba vong roi
sta nhu chd nhé.”

\\Um."

“bay.” C6 chui xan Ong tay trai bd kimono Ién, gio ra trudc mat
vi khach. TU khuyu tay chay t&i vai, toan bd lan da clia c6 dudc
nhudm lam. T6 diém trén do la vo s6 1a do tuoi tham, da khién moi
anh mat phai cang ra ma chiém ngudng. “Thé nao, anh da hai long
chua?”

“Um...”

Mot ti€éng thd dai vang Ién. C6 chld nd nu cuGi réi ha tay ao
xudng.

“Trén lung thi sao?”

“Ca mot con ran to. H6 ho ho, cling hay day, dang nao thi cai
tén Kinue ‘Orochimaru’ cling 16i thdi r6i, cd khi tir nay t6i sé xung la
Kinu ‘Serpent”.”

“Cho chung t6i xem dugc khong?”

Ga dan 6ng vlra ndi vua thd gap. Pap lai, co chu chi cuGi nhat
cho qua chuyén.



“Hoi trudc cd bo phim nao ay nhi, ndi la da thit dan ba chi dugc
cho chong va bac si trong thay con gi.”

“Nhung phai cong nhan la phai yéu ma c6 chu cling gan that...
Ly do gi khién c6 ha quyét tam thé...?”

_ "Cha t0i la thg xam. Hoi dy bat chdp toi la het phan doi, ong
van |6i lung toi ra lam nhap dé luyén tay nghé.” Kinue ti€p tuc vdi
giong nUra dua nla that. “Thoi, néu mudn xem hinh xam trén lung
t6i thi madi cac vi quan tam ghé qua quan thém d6 tram lan nira da.”

Bau khong khi 8 quay tram han xudng. Mot lat sau, dam khach
thanh toan va diing day. Thay thé, Kinue lién goi véi theo, “Quy
khach con quén gi nay.”

“Quén gi ca?”

“Mdi anh quay ba vong r6i sia gau gau.” Nhin vé luéng cubng
cla ga dan ong, Kinue né mot nu cudi cao ngao nhu ba hoang.

“Xin thay th(r 16i vi ndy gi& chua phuc vu dugc gi. Bu lai, bay gid
t6i sé khuyén mai dac biét cho thay.” Kinue mé IGi, nu cuGi quyén rii
hién trén guang mat trai xoan nhu my nhan trong tranh phu thé.

“Cam dn c0. May vi khach vtra r6i khé chiéu qua nhi.”

“Thinh thoang lai c6 ngudi nhu vay, nén t6i quen roi. Bang nao
thi x6a khdng xda dugc, mudn gidu cling khéng ndi. Nhung thay yén
tam, t6i tinh ca phi chiém nguBng vao tién rugu roi.”

“Cb c06 hdi han khong? Ve viéc da xam minh ay.”

“Khdng hé... Toi thich thé ma. Chi hai tiéc la khdng thé ddi sang
tao hinh khac nhu kimono hay quéan ao vay voc.”

“Cd chang thay d6i chdt nao.”

"Giang san dé déi ban tinh khd dgi... Ma ca thay chéc ciing dau
thay doi gi.”

Hai ngudi nhin vao mat nhau va cudi.



“Thay bay giG thé nao?”

“May I3 nha ctlra khdng bi thiéu rui, cdng viéc van 1a giang vién
y khoa Dai hoc Toa. Biét danh ‘Tién si Hinh xam’ cling con nguyén
nhu cd.”

“Gan day thay co tim dugc tam da nao mai khong?”

“Thdi budi lam phat nay, duy tri cudc séng da khé roi. Dén gia
san con phai g& dan ra ban lay tién thi hai si’c dau ma di 16t da
ngudi nira.” Tién si Hayakawa hdp mot ngum whiskey roi than thd.

“Th€ a... nhung cling dau phai 16i cua thay. Bgi dén khi thai
cudc thay doi chac sé d& han. Vdi ca... phai roi, hay la d€ t6i chi cho
thay cach kiém tién v6 cung dé dang, ma ngoai thay ra khong ai
khac lam dugc.”

“Gi thé?”

“O' My ngudi ta dang rat chudng hinh xam. Nghe dau cé & nao
cling xam kin minh nhu t6i da kiém dudc mot khoan kha kha bang
viéc sang day khoe da.”

“Y ¢6 la hai chiing ta cing nhau sang M{?”

“Khéng, chdng la trong dam thuong nhan theo quan chiém
dong tGi Nhat co mot nguGi tén Williams. Tay nay rat thich xam va
co vé da mé man vi bd suu tap trong phong ti€u ban cua Pai hoc
Tokyo. Han bdo d€ mua dugc nhitng tdm da nhu vay thi cd chi bao
nhiéu tién cling san sang. Hay thay lay may tam da bi truyén cua
minh ma ban cho han?”

“Cd 1dm nham gi vdy... K& ca cd phai ban nha, tdi cling dat
khoat khong dé bo suu tap ay rai vao tay ké khac.” Tién si dap ban
v@i vé tlc gian.

“Thoi nao, thay dirng van mat Ién nhu thé... Ding la c& dong
t&i da dé la thay lai nhu bién thanh ngudi khac ay.”

Kinue thot Ién hai hung nhu vay cling khdng phai chuyén la. Co
lan, ti€n si dang dung bira trua tai Dai hoc Tokyo vdi mot Qhé giao
su’ ngoai khoa trong trudng thi mét tay cOm can & Ueno au da bi
chat dut tay dugc dua tdi bénh vién dai hoc. Tién si da tra trudc tién



cho hinh xam trén ngudi ga nay, nén khi hay tin, 6ng lién bat day,
danh rai ca dia.

"Vay... hinh xam c6 lam sao khong!?” Khong buon ban tam dén
viéc ga kia song hay chét, hodc vét thuong cd nang khong, ti€n si
bat ngay mét cau khong hgp véi nguGi lam nghé y chut nao.

Qua strng s6t va ngan ngam trudc phan (*’ng do, pho gido su’ vé
sau gap ai cling ke lai, “That kho long miéu ta ve mat anh Hayakawa
luc bay giG... Toi nin lang nhu bi do van, tu ay tu dung luan quan
nghi n€u ma gap dudc hinh xam ung y, cé khi con nguGi nay san
sang ra tay giét ngudi dé doat lay cling nén...”

Nghe Kinue cam than, khong ro tién si Hayakawa cd nhd lai IGi
pho gido su kia khong, chi thay ong cudi trtr im lang.

“Nhung phai cong nhan thay tim dudc t6i thé nay ciling tai day.”
Kinue nhe nhang déi cha dé.

“Tim rdn thi phai hoi rén théi... D& gdp dugc cd thi du co di ca
ngan dam t6i cling khong ngai. Va lai, thé€ gian ngG rong ch( that ra
cling hep 1am. Mogami Takezo la chau goi t6i bang cdu. Chinh t6i d3
chi day cho né nhiéu th vé cai gidi nay. Hai, ba hom truGc gap
nhau no bong ké la mdi tim dugc mot ki€t tac hiém thay ngay tai
Nhat Ban, hai ki thi hda ra la cd6 ch chang ai vao day. Long tbi lién
b6i h6i nbn nao, ngd nhu gap lai tinh dau vay.”

“Thay la cdu anh 8y sao... Thé thi t6i v4i thay cling chang thé
coi la ngudi dung nudc 1a dugc roi. GiG tdi mdi biét day.” Nét bat an
kho ta thoang qua trong mat den cua Kinue. Giong c6 bong v6 cam
han di.

“Vi chdng phai ngudi dung nudc 13 nén [an nay toi mdi téi day
mong cé vinh hanh chiém ngudng hinh xam. May thay, toi la bac si
nén co6 dac quyén dudc cham vao da dan ba con gai, phai khong
nao? Néu co thé, hi vong cd déng y chuyén nhugng cho tdi tdm da
ay ludn cang tot.”

“Thay ndm nay dugdc bao nhiéu tudi roi a?”

“BOn muai sau.”



So vdi cai tudi 46 thi tién si Hayakawa trong gia han nhiéu. Mot
phan co 1€ bdi nlra mai dau ong da bac trang do nhitng nhoc nhan
tich tu trong chi€n tranh. May nép nhan han rat sau, lan da v vang.
Ngay ca bo do ong khoac trén minh ciling rii rugi thay ro khi & nai
dén dém sang sta. Riéng anh mat Iap lanh dang sau trong kinh
gong vang thi van gilr dugc nét tré trung tu thud thanh nién va luén
ngap tran bau nhiét huyét tham lam c6 chap thudng chi thay &
ngudi mac chi’ng hoang tudng ao giac.

“Xét chénh léch tudi tac thi toi véi thay khéng khac cha con la
mé&y. Chang I8 thay dinh dgi tSi khi tdi mat ha?”

"Khong sao ca. Mdu chot khong nam & chd toi hay ai khac I6t
da c6, ma mau chot la phai dé hinh xam ay lai cho hau thé. bay
cling la nghia vu cta c6 dbi véi ngudGi cha qua co, coi nhu mot lan
bao hi€u cubi cung di.”

Kinue khé run Ién, “Bulng nhu cha toi ting ndi, thay qua la dang
sg. D3 nham dugc con moi roi thi du co phai giét chét cling...”

“T6i nghién ma, dé dat dugc muc dich thi tdi khdng tur thi doan
dau.”

Kinue cham mot di€u Asahi nhu mudn lam diu bau khong khi
cang thang tdi mic khé thd nay.

“Thudc 13 thi t6i cd Philip Morris* day.”

Tién si Hayakawa mdi Kinue moét di€u thudc ngoai, nhung cb
khé lac dau tu chai.

“T6i chi hut dugc loai cé dau loc théi. Khong thi nhiéu khi tap
trung chdi quén mat di€u thudc, bi bong tay Ilc nao khong hay ay.
Cling chang phai chuyén gi to tat nhung ¢ may cho dé den ma dé
thé thi xui Iam. Dan da thanh thoi quen...”

“Pé den? CO danh bac a?”

“Vang, mdt song 3 Yokohama. CO thdi toi cling ndi tiéng 1am.
Lan nao thua nhiéu la t6i lai cdi ao va pho lung ra. Ki la 13, lam thé
xong lién doi van. Cha ting bao xdm may loai c6 vay nhu ca chep
ran rong lIén minh thi dé gdp may man vé tién bac, co vé ding.”



Mdi nghe may cau ngan ngui, tién si d@ mang mang cam thay
tir dau dén chan c6 gai nay dang bi mot bong den deo bam khong
rdi.

“"Pén muc ay thi phai cong nhan hinh xam da tré thanh mot
dang vii khi cho cai ki€p dan ba nay.”

“Gi¥ cd van danh bac a?”

“Trd xUc xac tai xiu thi bo rdi. Gan day toi Ién ddi nén chuyén
qua chai roulette.” Kinue néi réi nhin cham chdm vé phia canh clra
dan sang phong bén canh.

“Vii khi a... cling ding. Nhdc mdi nhg, dang nao thi co cling
mang trén minh cai hinh xdm khd long gidu ndi &y rdi, sao khdng
thir tan dung n6 xem?”

“Tan dung ay a?”

"Co lan tdi nghe Horiuno k& v& mot cd nang tén Waka chuyén
méc kimono nam tham gia di€u hanh tai cic 1& hoi. M6i ndm dén hé
la c¢d ta lai d€ minh tran, chi khodc thém mot I8p kimono lua mong
gan nhu trong sudt cho IC) hinh xam r6i di ban banh gao hoa ma &
gan cong Kaminari khu Asakusa. Th€ ma chdng may chdc da noi
ti€éng, khach kh(ra lic nao ciing tap nap.”

“Thay dinh bao t6i ra khu Shinbashi ban khoai nuéng hay gi?”

“Khong phai. nhung néu dem nhan sac va hinh xam cta c6 ra
dung thi cho du la quan rugu nay hay hang quan nao khac, t6i cugc
la sé con phat dat han bay giG nhiéu.”

Kinue nham mat, miéng pha ra mot lan khoi tim, “Gia ma anh
ay dung ghen I6ng ghen 10n thi xong ngay, nhung thuc té€ dau co
dugc nhu vay. T6i mudn ra phd con khd nira la. Tham chi nadi day,
néu khong phai quan gan nhu chi danh cho hoi vién, chuyén dung
dé ti€p khach clia cong ty thi chac gi da dugc chap nhan.”

“Vay sao? Ngay ca trong cai thdi nam nir binh quyén nay u?”

“R6t cudc thi phdn dan ba van hém hiu 1am thay a. TOi tuy la
mot dlra chang thém glu‘ phdm hanh |8 ti€t gi ma di xam minh,
nhung suy dén cling van 13 phu ni, vinh vién khong thoat khdi klep



lam nd 1€ cho dan 6ng. Chién tranh c6 két thuc hay khong thi tinh
hinh van khong cai thién.”

Tién si Hayakawa bé mot mau banh quy roi chdm rdi dua Ién
miéng, “Thoi, chuyén day thi dgi co dip tU t ndi sau. That ra la
ngay 20 thang nay biéu Diing HGi cd to chdc mot cudc thi hinh xam,
c6 tham gia dugc khong? Ngudi ta mai t6i ti lam giam khao. C6 ma
tham gia thi 6ng cu dudi mo cling vui lam day.”

“Thén thé hinh hai, toc tai da thjt 1a do cha me sinh ra, ¢ tinh
gay ton hai roi dem pho cho nguGi doi xem la nét dau cua chir Hiéu.
Gili gin toan ven hinh xam, khi chét dé ngudi ta 10t da truyén cho
hau thé, ay la nét cudi cua chlr Hi€u.” Kinue lam bam vai ve nghiém
trang ding ki€u hoi xua ngudi ta van doc Sac I1énh Gido duc, cai sac
lénh ma nay da 16i thai. Tuy nhién, anh mat c6 day tinh nghich.

“PlUng cd bdn cgt. Toi khong ndi dua dau.”

“BAn cgt gi! Ma biéu Diling Hbi con hoat dong ca a?”

“Pay la cudc tu hop dau tién sau chién tranh day.”

“"Khong biét da bao nhiéu nam troi qua tU hoi tdi mang tam
than con tinh tudm dén thac Nanushi* nhil Lic do6 vui that day.” Mat
Kinue anh Ién hoai niém. “Bay gid cd6 mot phu ni rat dep vdi hinh
xam tién nlr Hagoromo. T6i nhd la da nén nao phat ghen Ién khi vira
nhin thay nd. Ba ta chi quan doc mot cai kho rbi lao xubng thac vai
dam dan O6ng. Vé sau con ndi gi vdi cha toi roi ra tréu la toi cling
mau mau tham gia vao hoi ay di. GiG ba ta thé nao roi nhi?”

“Sayo ‘Hagoromo’ a. CO ta mat roi. Mac bénh roi chét trong nha
tu nlr & Tochigi. Toi cling Ung trudc tién cho bd da cua cb ta roéi, vay
mé...,,

“Khé. Théi danh bo, coi nhu mua nham phai c6 phi€u Cong ty
Phat trién Bac Trung* thay a. Thé [an nay cd dong phu nif tham gia
khong?”

“Chung t6i di khdp noi mdi hoi roi. Tinh riéng nit gidi thi hi vong
la dugc d6 hai chuc ngudi.”

"Doi nay toi cling mong la dugc it nhat mot lan gop mat trén
san khau nhu thé. Gia dung dé ngudi nao do biét thi tét... Chang ro



anh ay sé ndi gi nira.”

“C6 khong phai lo dau. To6i sé thuyét phuc giup. C6 ghen tubng
¢ nao thi ngdm ngudi yéu minh dugc tung hd nhu nitr hoang cling
chang phai chuyén gi khé chiu. V@i ca ban than c6 han cling nao
nic mudn khoe lung minh ra cho nguGi ta ngam nhin ch& ha! C6
kim nén trong long qua lai cé hai, kho & day.”

“Thay ndi cling dung.”

Tién si hiéu la Kinue d3 dao ddng Idm rdi. DU ngoai mat gia vo
hitng hG dén may thi mot phu nit dugc nudi day trong moi trudng
nhu co sé khong bao gid ho then v@i hinh xam trén minh. Tham chi
n€u c6 ca hoi thi con mudn phd ra cho nguGi dgi xem dy chdr. Chi
can Kinue san long thi ti€n si du tu tin la minh sé x{ ly dugc van dé
nan giai la thuyét phuc Mogami Takezo. Tién si cuGi tham. Dén lic
nay thi ké hoach cua 6ng da thanh cong qua nlra. Ca van dé con sét
lai chac cling giai quyét dugc sGm thoi.

“Ma anh c6 thé nao r6i?” Tién si khoi phuc vé diém tinh, cat IGi
hoi tham.

“TU hdi xudng phuong Nam t&i nay van chua vé. Di cdt cling
chang thay dau, nhung mat tich gitra thai loan thi c6 khac gi tu tran.
TGi van xac dinh la khong con hi vong.”

“Tamae thi sao0?”

“Pen dui la cubi cudc chién con bé lai dang & Hiroshima. Dinh
mot phat day thi con gi la ngudi nira. Khong chét mat xac thi chac
cling bi thuang nang va dang hap hadi r6i.”

“C6 Tamae c6 xam gi trén minh khong?

“T6i vGi anh hai déu xam ca, con bé lam sao chiu ngoi yén
dugc.”

“Hinh gi?”

“Tho6i dirng nhac tdi nita. Thay c6 dam mé hinh xam dén dau
thi cling dung lam may chuyén vo ich nhu tinh tuéi mét dda tré da
mat.”

“Thé thi hinh Orochimaru trén lung c6 gan nhu thanh quéc bao
roi day. Co ma gilf gin src khoe dé song cho lau vao...”



"Thay cr n6i dua. Thay lai chang mong t6i chét quéch di cho
ranh ng mién la gilf gin tdm lung can than ay ch.”

LGi mia mai cay nghiét clia Kinue nhu danh trdng tam can lam
ti€n si nin bat, mat mii tai xanh. Thay vay, Kinue lién khé cong moi
mim cudi.

bém do, tién si Hayakawa budc pham pham ra ga Yurakucho
vGi dang diéu thu thai khoe khoan nhu thanh nién. Noi phan khich
nhu thé mdi gdp lai tinh dau khién long 6ng phai phéi. Suy dén cling
hai bén van chua dat dugc dong thuan gi, nhung khdi dau nhu toi
nay la tot réi. Gid chi can kién nhan chd dgi ma thoi, mot Idc nao do
thdi co sé tdi. Cr nghi mot ngay kia 1ay dudc b6 da Orochimaru, tién
si lai quén béng ca tudi tac cia minh.

DuGi anh sang ma@ ao cua khu phd Sukiya-bashi*, mot dam phu
nr trang diém loe loet dang lugn IG day dé. Nhirng bong hoa doc
moc trén nén bai tran! Phai nhu ngay thudng thi ti€n si phét 16 bang
qua luén, nhung con hao hirng dém nay lai khi€n 6ng dung budc va
dinh bung bat chuyén véi mot c6. Bat chgt 6ng dG ngudi nhu bi sét
danh, d6i mat ct vo sang lén, nhin cham cham vao mét khoang mda
t6i, tai bat dugc cudc hoi thoai gitta mot cdp nam nif dang vé la
lung.

“A dan ba nay day. Giéng anh chi?”

“Pung r6i. Qua la t6i ting trong thay &, nhung chi déi ba ban
thoi, sau mat dang.”

“A cé xam hinh Orochimaru kin lung phai khong?”

“Xam a... hinh nhu thé. Bung la a c6 xam gi day, nhung hda ra
kin lung cd a? Toi clf tudng chi hai canh tay thoi chir.”

Tién si cO dong tai nghe ngdong nhung ciing khong ndm dugc
phan con lai cia cubc hoi thoai.



MOt 14t sau ngudi dan 6ng rdi khoi chd cd gai, bdng qua mat
ti€n si va rao budc vé phia ga Yurakucho. Tién si lién bam theo han
8 khoang cach nhat dinh, 6ng khong khéi td mo vé lai lich cai ké
dang tim ki€ém ngudi dan ba c6 hinh xam Orochimaru, nhiéu kha
nang chinh la Nomura Kinue.

Tuy nhién, khi thodng thay nét mat trong nghiéng cta han, tién
si rung minh co rim. Ca y dinh bat chuyén vi tudng la dong dao
trong gidi cling 1ap tdc tiéu tan, mot con én lanh chay khap ngudi
ong.

B0 mdt hdn xanh xao, tran hep ki la, dau troc to bé. Noi theo
ki€u chuyén gia tdi pham hoc Lombroso* thi tén nay cd tudng toi
pham dién hinh. Han khodc trén minh b quén phuc mau kaki & ban
dd day. C6 I€ la mét tay linh phuc vién chang?

Nhung diéu khién tién si run rdy hon hét thay la cdp mat duc
ngau cla han, tir dé ngun ngut ban ra ludng sat khi den kit rgn
nguai.

Khdng cd gi dang ngac nhién khi vira nhin minh d& xay xam
mat may. Tu dung ti€n si ndy ra cai suy nghi rang, anh mat minh
nhin Kinue ban ndy cod Ié cling khong khac gi anh mat cla tén dan
ong nay.



NU hoang cudc thi hinh xam

O Tokyo hién gi& van con mot td chirc tdp hdp nhitng ngudi cd
hinh xdm, goi 1a Piéu Diing Hoi Edo. Tong s6 hdi vién 1én tdi gan
mot trdm, nhung di nhién con sd nay chua thé bao quat hét sd
ngudi xam minh & dat thu do.

Vi du may 6ng may ba co vai vé I& bong bot xam minh thdai tré
thi gid s& hd then ma gidu nhem di. Hay nhu ddm chg bua x3 hdi
den va nhirng ngudi ban rén muu sinh ki€m song thi 1dy dau ra thai
gian ma tham gia hdi hop r6i thu thai thoat y khoe hinh xam. Xét
dén nhirng trudng hgp nhu vay thi con s6 néu trén ding chi la phan
nGi clia tang bang chim.

Tuy nhién, xét cac td chirc doan thé tudng tu trén khap Nhét thi
quy mo Diéu Diling Hbi da thudc dang cé mot khong hai r6i. Nhin lai
lich s phong tuc vung Edo, sé& thay nhiing dip tu hop ki€u nay da
lac déc dién ra tur nerng nam Thién Bao. Tuy khong han la co li€n
hé truc ti€p, nhung moi thanh vién Diéu Diing H6i ngay nay han van
tham tu hao rang minh d3 k€& thira truyén thong clda nhitng hoi
nhom tu tan thdai ay.

Hoat dong ctia hdi cling khong c6 gi dac biét cho Iam. Ngoai
viéc hdng ndm di rudc kiéu tai cac 18 hoi hay tham gia may su’ kién
mung khanh thanh bia tudng niém tugng dai Iay may, cling chi ¢
duy nhat mot budi hop mét kiém nghi mat thudng nién dugc td chirc
¢ thac Nanushi.



Di nhién trong thdi chién thi chang cd diéu kién dau ma td chirc
dudc nhitng budi hop mat nhu vdy. Nhung khi chién tranh két thic
thi cac gia tri dao ddc vén dong vai tro tru cot chdng dG duy tri xa
héi cling sup do, nhudng cho cho trao luu “phai hau chién”* cua
mot b6 phan nam nif, san sang vi kich thich va khoai lac nhat thai
ma bat chap tat ca. Keo theo do la su thinh hanh cta nhiing hinh
xam nghiép du tap nham, gay bat binh cho dam hoi vién van lubn tu
phu rang da hién ca thdn minh dé k& thira bao Iuu nét van hda
truyén thong nay cua Edo.

Cling c6 y kién cho réng nhan dip tu hdi thi nén t6 chirc ca Ié
tudng niém nhitng hdi vién quéd cd, nhung do nhiéu viéc chua &n
dinh nén moi ngudi thdng nhét 1a trude tién ci lam mot budi hop
mat, hay ding han 1a mdt bubi phd da gilta cac thanh vién binh an
vO su’ song qua chién tranh da. Ho tim dugc manh thudng quan, va
clr thé, k& hoach td chirc phién hop tong hdi kiém cudc thi hinh x8m
dau tién sau chién tranh dan da di vao quy dao.

Thai diém du kién 1a chiéu 20 thang Tam, dia diém la tai mot
nha hang truyén thong tai Kichijoji, do khu thac Nanushi van dang
trong qua trinh trung tu. Cudc thi dién ra theo thé thirc trién 1&m.
Phan thudng tri gia 10.000 yén sé dugdc trao cho moét nam va mot
nir c6 hinh xam xuat sac nhat.

Cho dU ngoai kia dang lam phét phi m3, thi 10.000 yén van I3
mot khodan tién 16n*. Bam hdi vién ludn tu hao vé khi chat khong
man ma kim tién cla ngudi Edo cling khd long sbng mai canh da
bung dinh da lung. Lai thém viéc ké nao cling tu phu hinh xam cua
minh la s6 mot Nhat Ban, nén chdng 1ay gi lam la khi su’ kién nay
quy tu téi hon mot tram ngudi tham du, bao gdbm gan hét hodi vién
va ca ngudi ngoai nhat thai hirng thi ma dang ki du thi.

Thong thudng thi nhitng su’ kién nhu thé nay kho long quang
ba réng rai, nén lugng ngudi tham gia hay du khan cling khong
dugc dong. Nhung co6 ve nhg IGi don lan xa ma s6 nguGi c6 mat tai
hoi truGng hom ay da vugt qua con s6 mot tram. Lan trong vai tram
con ngudi hiéu ki ay, c6 bong dang Matsushita Kenzo.



B4y gid Kenzo 29 tudi. Ca ndm chdng biét thoa dau dudng tdc
dudgc méy Ian, ngoai hinh phong thai khdng cd gi ndi bat, con tai can
thi cdng bang ma ndi chi § mic trung binh. Tém lai thudc dang tam
tam nhan nhan khdp ngdi va dé dang hoa tan vao nhirng dam dong
cd hang trdm, hang nghin ngudi ma khong bi ai d€ y. Di nhién, mét
ké nhu vay thi khdng du tinh t& dé Iy giai ndi nhitng nét tinh tdy
dam chét 1ang t&r hdo han trong thdm my quan cua ngudi Edo.

Ngay ca nhiing hi€u biét va hirng thd cla anh d6i vai hinh xam
von cling chi xuat phat tir nhirng gi hoc dugc & phong tiéu ban Khoa
Y Pai hoc Tokyo, khong han khong kém.

TU 16p chuyén Ly-Sinh cla trudng Phd théng S6 1*, Kenzo hoc
Ién Khoa Y Dai hoc Tokyo, khi t6t nghi€p thi lai theo con duGng da
dinh san la trd thanh bac si quan y. Tuy may man vugt qua canh
thap tor nhat sinh ¢ Philippines va phuc vién, nhung nhiing trai
nghiém & phudng Nam van dé lai ung nhot khién dau éc anh khodng
thuc su’ binh thudng.

Kenzo cd mo6t ngudi anh tén Matsushita Eiichiro, sau khi nhay
coc vai bac trong dot dai cai t6 hdu chién thi gi& dang gilt gh&
trudng phong diéu tra SG Canh sat Tokyo. Nhd ngudi anh nay ma
Kenzo cling du kién s& vao S& Canh sat Tokyo, lam & Phong Giam
dinh, nhung do bién ché chua cé cho trong nén hién anh dang on lai
y hoc cg ban tai phong nghién cltu phap y cua trudng dai hoc cil.
ROi vi ly do nao day ma mot tdm thiép mdi du su kién [an nay da
dugc gui téi do, khi€én cubc ddi Kenzo dot ngbt ngodt sang mot
hudng hoan toan mdéi.

Kenzo vdn khdng may khi ban tdm tdi ngoai hinh Ié tiét. Mang
trén minh chiéc s6 mi c6 bé cdc tay di kém quén vai mau kaki va doi
giay dang linh thiy danh bd My, dau toc rbi bu nhu thudng 1€, theo
chan moét thanh nién dau hudi cua dang diéu ngang tang mac ao
hanten* cua Diéu Diing H6i va mét tay linh My deo may anh, anh
budc qua ctra tién vao khu vuc td chire.

Vua thay dam doéng dang ddng trong san vudn rong thénh
thang trudc mat, chiing hung tram cam cla Kenzo lap tirc phat tac.
Pay la chirng rdi loan than kinh ma anh mac phai tir hoi lang thang



trong mot viing nGi & Philippines v&i tdm thé san sang dé chét. N6
khi€n Kenzo lUc thi hung phan nhu cé Ira d6t, ngd chirng may hoc
vi thac si y khoa, gido su’ Dai hoc Tokyo da & ngay trudc mat, khi lai
U dét, tuyét vong vé nang luc cliia minh dé&n mdc nghi quan, chang
thiét song nira, chi mudn lao vao doan tau dang chay ma chét quach
di cho d& phai song trén coi doi bac béo khong chén dung than nay.

Ngay tur dau, bau khong khi & su' kién da khong hgp véi tinh
cach Kenzo. Quén bang ca cai danh nghia hét si’c cao dep la tdi
tham quan phu trg cho muc dich nghién cru y hoc, anh chdng khac
gi chiéc 1a gitra trung khai, khong dam budc vao dai sanh hoi trudng
ma chi di'lng m6t goc ngoai san vudn rong rai con dam nét nong
thon Musashino* truyén thong, vira cham thu6c vura cb lang tranh
anh mat ngudi khac.

“Anh gi di, cho t6i xin que diém dugc khong?”

Nghe thdy ti€ng goi dang sau, Kenzo lubng cudng quay lai.
Trudc mat anh la mot phu nit tré trong b0 vay Tay phuong mau
trdng, dang ngudi cao rdo can doi véi mai toc bui gon va gueng mat
trai xoan, phang phat nét quyén rii mé long khién ngudi ta khong
khéi lién tudng tdi mot nang meo cai.

“A, diém &y ha? M&i cd. Diém nay 13 thanh tuu cua tién bd khoa
hoc trong thé ki 20, chi can mot que la chac chan sé danh dugc Itra.”
Miéng 18m bam méy I5i hét nhu quang cdo ngoai hang quén, Kenzo
dua hop diém cho nguGi phu nir.

Sau khi quet diém, c6 nang khum tay che ngon Ira bap bung va
ghé mat lai gan dé€ cham di€u Asahi dd san trén mdi, rit mot hai roi
pha ra lan khoi tim vGi vé thu thai.

“Cam dn anh. Thubc ngon qua.” Co ndi roi cudi.

Nu cuGi cung dang vé phdéng khoang ay khién ngudi ta doan
ngay ra la cd cling & trong gidi xam tr6. Khdng nhiing vy, tir cd con
toat ra nét quyén ri mé ngudi ma mot ké pham phu tuc t& nhu
Kenzo cling cam nhan ngay dudc du mdi ti€p xdc. Anh con I mo
trong thay vai mang mau xanh den dudi I6p do trang khi c6 nang
gic tay Ién. TrGi thi ndong, nhung la la c6 tGi day trong bd do co chat
vai kha day.



Khdng kim ndi td mo, Kenzo vu vo thdm do, “Ngudi du déng
qua nhi. Chac gia ntra chi la khach ngoai dao dén mé mang tam mat
nhu toi thoi, nhung quy tu dugc ngan nay ngudi cling la tai roi.”

“Cbng nhan la nhiéu ngudi hi€u ki that day.”

“T6i thay mat sau vé vao cira ghi la han moét tram nam va may
chuc nir du thi. Canh nam nhi thi khéng néi lam gi, chi khéng ngd la
phu nit cling dong nhu vay.”

“"Pong chir a. Chi riéng hoi chi em tbi biét mat théi da han chuc
nguai roi.”

“Thé€ cb day ciling tham gia cudc thi chi?”

Cau hoéi khong chat y t hinh nhu khi€n ngudi phu nir boi roi
d6i phan. C6 nhiu d6i may cong nhu vang trang IuGi liém r6i nhun
vai nhu mot nir minh tinh ngoai quoc.

“Chang I&... nhin t6i gibng mot & dan ba hu than mat nét thé co
a?” C6 nang phan cong.

Kenzo bdi rGi thay ro. Anh Ioay hoay mai mdi ap ung dap lai
dugdc, “A, khong, that that 18! Y, y toi khong pha| vay. Tai nhin
phong thai c6 chat qua, lai 8 mot nai thé nay nira nén t6i maGi nay ra
cai suy nghi ki la rdng biét dau trén ngudi c6 ciing c6 hinh xam hay
gi day. Xin dugc ta 16i n€u lam cb phién long.”

C6 géi vira udn éo than minh nhu mdt con ran trdng vira cudi
pha |én, chang them dé y gi tGi xung quanh, “H6 hd ho, bubn cuGi
qué di. Anh khdng can phai gang strc thanh minh lam gi. Ngudi ta
van ndi giau dau hé dudi, qua khong sai. Nhin toi du doan ra ngay la
mot a cling c6 s6 ma trong gidi, phai khong? bung la trén ngudi toi
cd hinh xam that.”

“Qua nhién... khong biét la hinh gi?”

“Hinh thé bai thi ca va tén cla moét gd dan 6ng, ngay trén bap
tay.”

\\Ra Véy.”
Kenzo dap vdi vé than phuc, chdng hé nghi ngd 10i c6 gai. Thay
vay, c0 dua mat nhin anh day vé ngac nhién va bat cudi nac né.

“Khoéng biét c6 gi khién c6 bubn cudi dén thé?”



“Anh ngdc qué di. Khac nao mét cdu cong tir bot khdng hiéu
chuyén daoi. Anh nghi rang chi v8i mot hinh xam ti teo dy thoi ma toi
dam thoat y khoe minh & cudc thi hom nay u?”

“Nghia la hinh xam cuta cb phai tugng dbéi I6n nhi?”

“Ndi ra thi that hd then cho than ni nhi nay, nhung hinh Cau
Lgi Gia La trén minh toi phai thuéc hang dai ty 6 day day.”

Nhu bi sét danh ngang tai, Kenzo ding duc ra nhu trgi trong,
khong thot noi nlra 16i, chi co thé li€c mat sang ngang ma nhin
ngudi phu nir quyén ri ay.

“*bang nao lat vao thi roi thi cling 10 ra thoi. Phai thoat y thi gidu
sao ndi. Thoi, xin phép anh nhé.”

C6 gai trong bo vay trang di vé phia gian phong dién ra cudc

thi, d€ lai Kenzo trén trdi ddi theo véi danh mat nhu tia X-quang
muon xuyen qua I8p vai trdng dé nhin vao tdm lung tran. Anh van
chua thé tudng tugng dudc 1a trén d6 cd mdt birc tranh séc s& tinh
xao. L8p vay day, co Ié may bang vai sgi hoa hoc, khong hé [0 chit
mau sac nao bén trong, lam Kenzo ng& nhu nhiing IGi vua roi cua co
nang chi la mot tro dua ac y. Cam thay khong thé nan na & bén
ngoai thém nira, Kenzo than thd di vao dai sanh nhu ké mong du.
Dén mot tang cay, mot thanh nién mac ao Pola xanh tham di ngang
qua anh chgt dung budc.

“Néu nham thi cho téi xin 16i, nhung cé phai cdu Matsushita
Kenzo day khong?”

“Anh la..."

Kenzo giat minh nguGc nhin va bat gdp vé tudi cudi cla mot
ngu’dl dan ong tré du’dng nhu da gap & dau do. Nu cudi khay nhu
giéu cot gan trén déi moéi do nhu to son, di kém chiéc mdi to, nép
nhan han gilta hai dau may, déi mat den sau hoqm Iap,lanh nhu
chlra dung bi mat, hai b3 vai rong, ran chdc. Xét tong thé thi ngoai
hinh nay chang thé coi la dep d€, nhung van phang phat nét dao
hoa. Kenzo luc loi ki ic ma khong tai nao nhd ra ngay dugc day la
ai.

“Anh la...” Anh 1&m bam mdt 1an nira.



“Cau quén r6i sao? Mogami Hisashi day.”

_ “A 3, phai rdi.” HBi (ic xa xdi bong Ua vé véi Kenzo. “Xin 16i, that
lé véi anh qua. Chac nhitng cuc nhoc & phucng Nam da khién dau
oc toi U lan day.”

Mogami Hisashi la ban thai trung hoc cua Kenzo. Phai muGi nam
roi ho mdi gap lai nén Kenzo khéng nhan ra ngay cling khong cé gi
la.

Hisashi hon Kenzo ba tudi, nhung do bénh tim phdi gi d6 ma
phai nghi hoc mat hai ndam, nén dén khi Kenzo Ién I6p MuGi mot thi
hai ngudi lai thanh ban cung I8p, cd dao con ngdi canh nhau.

TU thdi di hoc, Hisashi lubn dugc ca trudng coi la mot nhan vat
can chl y bdi han trudng thanh s6m hon tudi, ndi cach khac la kha
bubng tudng vé chuyén nam nir. Han tirng soan mugi burc thu tinh
V@i ndi dung sao y nguyén tu mét danh tac phuang Tay, chi thay
moi tén ngudi nhan r6i gui cho cac ban nir. Ngay ly do han vin vao
lic ay thoi cling dang goi la kiét tac roi.

“Bat k& Dong Tay kim cb thé ndo, trdi tim phdi y&u van nhu
nhau ca. GUi di mudi bic it nhat cling cua dudc mot em.” Han tirng
hung hon tuyén b6 nhu vay.

Hisashi cé dai den Judo tur héi I6p Chin. Trong thdi gian nghi
hoc vi bénh tat, han lai quay sang say mé shogi* va ti€n bd rat
nhanh, ti mdc co6 thé manh miéng ndi rang trinh dd nhat dang* vai
minh chi la chuyén nhd. Han vén c6 nang khi€u hon ngudi vé toan
hoc nén cai tai Ié kia cd 1€ cling chdng phai chuyén gi la. Viéc khién
gido vién phai Ioay hoay truGc bang den trong moi gig dai s6 hay
hinh hoc véi hdn cling dé nhu &n banh.

Sau khi tot nghlep trung hoc, Kenzo dudng nhu da dung hét
van may trong cudc ddi minh dé thi do vao trerng Pho théng S6 1.
Theo cd ché thdi bay gid thi song song vdi viéc thi vao trudng Pho
théng S& 1, thi sinh co thé tham gia ca ki tuyén sinh clia khda du’ bi
Pai hoc Hokkaido. Tuy vugt qua nguGng clra cao vdi vdi cla trudng
Phd théng S8 1, nhung Kenzo lai trugt thdng cang tai bai thi cla
khdéa du bi Bai hoc Hokkaido, nén cd Ié vé sau mdi phan anh ding
thuc luc von cd cua anh.



Trong khi dé, Hisashi tir dau da khong quan tam tdi may trudng
cong 1ap khd nhan ma chon khoa Ki thuat cia mot truéng dai hoc tu
dé theo dudi chuyén nganh Hoa hoc ’'ng dung. Tur dé vé sau hai
ngudi ho chang may khi cd cc hdi gdp méat. Theo nhiing IGi don dai
lot tGi tai Kenzo thi sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc, bam tinh ghét go b
van khién Hisashi chang thé & dau Iau dugdc ma cr séng ki€p lang
bat su6t mot thdi gian dai.

“Cha, trung hgp that day. Khong ngd la cau lai cé hdng tha véi
linh vuc nay.” Hisashi vira cuGi vira cham mot diéu Lucky Strike.

“A, c6 gi dau. Cling chi dé tham khado phuc vu nghién cltu hoc
thudt thoi.”

“U sao cling dugc. Du 1a Iy do gi, c6 thé khién mét ké ludi biéng
bam sinh nhu cau vac xac téi day trong mot ngay néng thé nay thi
cling dang né ro6i. Khong can phai gilt ké dau, dich nham cuta cau la
hinh xam trén ngudi may c6 nang & day phai khong?”

“Anh van chua bd dudc cai thoi gan ghep dong cd cua moi viéc
v@i chuyén gai gu nhi. That chang khac nao 16i suy nghi cua Preud*
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Ca.

“Thi sao ch(? Néu g& bd 16p da thé dién hinh thic thi ban chéat
con ngudi rot cudc chi quy vé may nhu cau an udng, tinh duc, vat
chat, chiém hitu ma thoéi. Sic hat cia cudc thi hom nay cling vay.
Chua ban dén d6 hoan my, hinh xam ndi chung nhan nhan trén
nguGi dam cong nhan gian giao, yakuza hay thg thuyén ay ma, lam
gi la dén mirc ngudi ta phai bd tién tau xe va thdi gian cdng stic dé
dén xem. Nhung néu hon hai chuc c6 gai xam kin ngugGi dong loat
thodt y thi c6 phai nghi lam mot ngay dé téi xem cling dang. Nghe
noi bén My ngudi ta van hay dem ngudi cé hinh xam ra trung bay,
va qua nhién phu nlr c6 gia hon hdn dan 6ng. Tam ly con ngudi nhu
nhau ca thoi, ta hay Tay, xua hay nay cling thé.”

“Chang I€ trén dat Nhat cé nhiéu phu nit xdm minh thé sao?”

“Nhiéu chd. Vi nhu chi ca cia dam hang rong mai vo hay vg
may tay yakuza thi lam gi gilr dugc lan da trinh nguyén trgi ban. Vg
dam bo gia déu vi thich ma tu nguyén ném minh vao cai gidi ay, du
biét dd 1a mot quyét dinh chdng sang sudt gi. Néu khdng du quyét



tdm dan long la ddi nay sé khong bao giG quay lai con dudng luong
thién thi 1am sao ho cd thé di 18y nhitng ké coi viéc ngdi tu la chién
tich dang tu hao va ngang nhién song trong mat t6i cia xa hoi
dugc. So vGi viéc tu chat ngdn tay thi xam minh con d& dau dén
hon nhiéu. D& tién hat ham sai bdo ddm dan em hung hdng thé 16
thi ho cling phai tu danh bdng, tao uy cho ban than nira. Chua k&
dén chuyén trén dai c6 ca nhitng ga khdng phai dan giang hé nhung
van chét mé chét mét vdi hinh xam. May tay nay tuy rat mudn xam
minh, nhung lai bi rang budc vi nhitng yéu t6 nhu dia vi, nghé
nghi€p, miéng IuGi thé gian nén rét cudc khong dam lam liéu. Cau
c thir dat minh vao vi thé cia may c6 vg phai chung séng va subt
ngay nghe dam ay lam nham vé hinh xam xem. Vg chong tuy hai
ma mdt. RGi dén Iic nao dé méy cd vo cling phai hién than minh dé
théa man niém dam mé cua chong théi.”

“Ra vay. Toi hi€u nhan dinh cla anh roi. Nghi theo hudng &y thi
trong may triéu dan Tokyo cé d6 muGi, hai muci c6 gai xam minh
cling khong co gi la la. Nhung thu hat dugc ho vé day phai ndi la tai
day cha.”

“Thdi budi nay thi mot van yén 13 khoan tién qué hap dan ma.
Nhirng c6 gai d6 dén day vi kim tién, con ching ta lai vi sdc duc ma
tdi ngdm ho. RSt cudc déu do ban ndng thoi thic ca.” Miéng IuGi
Hisashi van déo queo nhu’ ngay nao.

“Vay la anh ciing...”

“Toi chang co chudt hing thi nao véi cai phong tuc moi rg nay
dau. Tuy cling tirng nghién clu d6i chdt vé nd, nhung nhin chung
thi toi thay khinh miét. Chang qua hd téng chi dau dén theo Iénh
anh hai thoi.”

“Anh hai u?”

“U, gid anh dy dang diéu hanh mot nha thau xay dung la Tap
doan Mogami. DGi vdi t6i, nd chang khac gi mét loai hinh t6i pham
chién tranh ca. LUc danh nhau thi cu két vdi quan dbi dé vé bam,
hét danh nhau lai dem s6 vat tu gidu giém dudc ra ban. Bay gid con
dinh méc néi véi quan chiém dong dé kiém Igi nita cd...” Tuy khong
ti€c 161 ndi xau, nhung dudng nhu van it nhiéu nghi cho anh trai,



Hisashi lai tu 1ap li€m. “Ma may chuyén day thi sao cling dugc. Con
vu lan nay thi, mot phan la do tinh chat cong viéc, phan con lai la do
nghe IGi 6ng cau Hayakawa, nén anh ay mdi di tim my nhan xam
minh dep nhat Nhat Ban dé dua dén day.”

Hisashi ndi rdi than nhién dudi ngdn Gt ban tay trdi ra trudc mét
Kenzo, “Dep thi cdng nhan la dep that, nhung chang hap gu t6i chit
nao. CO ta tén Nomura Kinue, con gai cua tay thg xam Horiyasu nao
do, trén lung xam hinh Orochimaru. M6t con nguGi vo gido duc, thu
vui s@ thich cling nong can. Néi chuyén chua dén mot tiéng la toi da
chan téi mirc chang budén mé miéng nira roi.”

Kenzo bdng nhé dén c6 nang quyén rli trd chuyén véi minh ban
nay. Tham tam anh cam thay dé chinh la c6 Kinue nay.

“C6 ta con tré ch(?”

“Tré. Md&i ngoai hai mudi, dd tudi dep nhat trong ddi ngudi phu
nit. Hinh nhu ¢ ta da lam vdy ban than minh ti hdi mudi tam, téi
gid 1a ndm sau ndm rdi. La bac si, chic ciu cling hi€u sic t6 xam
vao nguGi s€ bj hap thu hay xé dich theo thai gian, nén hinh xam
cling c6 kha nang bi phai nhoa. C6 ta dang thi xuan sac, ca da lan
hinh x8m déu dat d6 chin mudi vira mat. Nhung khdng hiéu sao anh
t6i lai chdp nhan cho tran trubng 8 mot nai thé nay. La anh em
chung mét dong mau that ddy, nhung tdi chang tai nao ly gidi noi
anh ay nghi gi.”

“Li€u c6 ta cd phai mot ké cudng phd than khong?”

“Ciling co thé. Vén di la con gai clia thd x8m ma lai. Pudc sinh
ra va nudi day trong moi trudng nhu vay thi cé bién thai it nhiéu
cling khong phai la la. Chua biét chirng co ta coi hinh xam nhu quéan
ao, co khoa than cling khong nghi rang minh dang tran trudng ay.
Khi mdi ti€p xuc vdi nhitng ngudi nhu chidng ta thi co ta to ra rat
doan trang. Khi Ién d6 dang hoang, ngudi ta nhin vao cung lam chi
nghi co0 nay trudc day lan 1on trong gidi giang ho chang, ch( ai ma
tudng tuong dugc mic d6 ghé gém nhu vay. Chinh toi lGc nhin thay
hai bap tay 8y an dau da bat ngd téi & khiu.”

Pung la ngudi con gai 8y roi. Khdng thé nham duge. Mot giong
ndi véi suc thuyét phuc vuct trén moi ly I€ c vang vong trong dau



Kenzo. Cé |1€ day chinh la ti€ng thi tham cta s6 phan, bao hiéu rang
anh sé dong mot vai tro ki la trong an mang xoay quanh Nomura
Kinue, c6 gai xam minh ban nay.

“Hisashi, hoa ra chi & day a. Anh cU tudng chd di dau mat roi
dé’ylll
Tién lai phia hai ngudi la mdt ngudi dan 6ng béo t6t véi doi mat
sup mi, hang Iong may ram, khoac trén minh moét b do trang Voc
dang dung chuén giang ho phudng Bong nhu the lubn san sang v
bung cudi sang sang bao rang chuyén ddi roi s€ 6n, nhung vé mat y
lai day cdng thang, u toi. Thai do cho thay y tu' nhan thic dugc viéc
minh bi thién ha giéu cot 13 gidu x3i, va cling c6 phan nén ndng,
khong du binh tinh dé cudi cgt cho qua chuyén. Khong hi€u sao
nhung ca chiéc nhan tron lan phan dady vang cua chiéc dong ho qua
quyt déu chang hé an nhap vdi con ngudi y.

Theo sau ngudi nay con mot g& dan dng dé bén muai tudi vdi
vé ranh ma xao quyét nhu cdo. Ga Ién Iit li€c moi ngudi xung quanh
roi 1ap tdc cli gam mdt nhu sg hai diéu gi. Hai dubi mat ga xé
xudng, dung dac trung clia mot tay hao sac.

“A, anh hai day a.” Hisashi cd phan ludng cudng, chic la do vira
manh miéng ndi xau anh minh.

“Chu c6 biét Kinue dau khong?”

“Em chiu...”

“Trong hdi trudng ngudi ta chudn bi san sang ca rdi ma lai
khong thay bong dang cb ay dau.”

“Hay cd ta xdu hd qua nén...”

“Lam sao thé dudc. Chinh c6 &y mudn tham gia cd ma.”

Thay anh trai ngd quanh vai vé khd chiu, Hisashi lién ghé dau
thi tham gi d6. Ngay 1ap tirc, thai d6 ngudi anh thay déi han. Y ng
mot nu cudi tudi rdi roi cli dau chao héi Kenzo.

“Ra vay ra vay. That 13, d3 vo tinh that 1& roi. T6i [& Mogami
Takezo. Cam on cau da luén quan tam gilp dd thang em toi tor xua.”

“Pau co a... tdi mdi la ngudi dugc quan tam gilp dd ay chd.”



“Cau la em trai anh Matsushita Eiichiro, truéng phong diéu tra
S& Canh sat Tokyo phai khong? Toi da nghe danh anh cau tU [au va
lubn mong cé dip dién ki€én moét [an. HOM nay gap dudc cau & day
that tot qua. Gia t6i khong cd hen véi may vi khach ngoai qudc thi
dit khoat chiing ta phai ng6i lam vai chén vdi nhau. Chang hay may
hom téi cau co ranh khong?”

Muon chi€u tudng thi trudc tién phai bat ma ha? Kenzo cudi trur.
Ban than anh cling hi€éu dugc con ngudi nay at cd diéu m& dm nén
m&i muén théng qua minh d€ mdc ndi quan hé véi anh Eiichiro, hay
xa han nira la v&i phong kinh t€ cla sé canh sat.

"Cam on thinh tinh cua anh, tiéc la t6i khong udng dugc rugu.”
Kenzo tam thai tUr choi, du anh cling nat rugu chang kém ai. Rudng
dua chd cot giay, goc man chd stra mii, dy la diéu quan t& nam
long.

“Cau khong can khach khi vay dau. Chang phai cau ciing cé
hitng tha véi cdi gidi nay sao?”

“Do tinh chat cong viéc ¢ phong nghién clu cla dai hoc thai a.
NOi thé ch(r tdi cling chi la bac si quén, dén bat mach con chang ra
hon ay ma.”

“T6i von thich nao nhiét, lai anh hudng tu sé thich cla 6ng,céu,
la ti€n si Hayakawa nira. Thoi, hdm nao cau phai cho tQi mot budi C[é
dam dao day. Nha t6i cling co chut dau tich thai tudi tré x6c ndi,
nén khi ay s€ mai cau thong tha thuéng lam luon.”

“T6i cling vira nghe r6i a. Chj nha thé thi coi nhu la ('ng cUr vién
sang gia nhat cudc thi hém nay r6i con gi. That vinh hanh qua.”

“Ha ha ha, khéng dén mérc day dau. O may cudc dua tiém &n
khong bi€t bao nhi€u ngua chién thé nay thi co la Ung cu vién nang
ki cling van cé kha nang bi hat cang thoi. Vay, may hom tdi toi sé
lién hé ngay gid cu thé vaGi cau sau nhé.”

Takezo hat ham. Ga dan 6ng ddng sau y lién cli dau va dua
danh thiép ra.

“T6i la Inazawa Yoshio, quan ly & Tap doan Mogami. Mong dugc
cau chiéu c0.”



“Pau cg, tdi mdi phai mong anh chiéu cd ay chut.”

“C4u van s6ng cling anh trai a?”

“Vang, lam nghién cu & dai hoc thi ai chiu ldy ma ra & riéng
cha a.”

“C6 nhé dau thé&! Chéc do cdu dat tiéu chudn cao qua thdi.”

Trong mat Kenzo thi day la mét ga hét sirc khoé chiu. Tuy chang
cé ly do gi cu thé nhung anh khong thay thién cam chut nao vdi tay
quan ly nay. Lich thiép dé lai mot IGi hen gdp néu cd cd hdi, hai
ngudi dan 6ng di vé phia hoi trudng.

Nhin theo ho, Kenzo khong khéi giat minh thang thét. Bong
lung Mogami Takezo gdy ra mét an tugng khac han khi nhin trudc
mat. Noi theo giong ddi thudng la su ton tai cua y hét si’c mG nhat,
dong thai cling & loi dén cung cuc. Thdi con & chién trudng Trung
Qudc va phudng Nam véi tu cach bac si quan y, Kenzo da tirng co
cam giac tudng tu ¢ bong lung cua khong biét bao nhiéu binh si.
Tuy v6 can c, nhung ban ndng anh cho rang day la mot loai tor
tudng. Cac binh si ay cho du khoe manh phan khdi thé nao, nhung
cudli cung déu khong thoat khai lan dan chuc chd.

Can phong dung lam hdi truGng rat rong, phai trén 180 m2,
nhung cay kim cling khong con chdé ma ddng. Mot nlra la dam dong
quan khach, hau hét déu médc trang phuc trang, nira con lai la
nhirng mang mau sac s& trén than minh hoi vién biéu Diing HAi.

Gilra hoi néng do khi trdi hoa cung than nhiét con ngudi tao
nén, toan bd cac hoi vién nam chi van doc mot chiéc kho trang theo
ddng quy dinh cua hai.

Canh tugng qua la trang 1. Néu chi tirng ngudi mot thi co 1é
quan khach con cd thé binh tinh thudng 13m hinh x8m trén minh ho
nhu nhitng tdc pham nghé thudt, nhung ngan nay con ngusi Vdi
ngan dy blrc tranh da ma mi cung tu tdp mét cho thi chang khac nao
dua ngudi ta lac vao mot thé gidi khac, tach biét han vdi ddi séng



thudng ngay. Nhitng hinh xam ay tran ap coi Iong ngudi xem vdi khi
thé khong khac gi song than hay tuyét I6. Ching khién ngudi ta
quén mat rang minh dang song & nam 1946, ma ngd nhu da ngudc
dong thai gian vé vdi nhitng nam Thién Bao cudi thdi Edo vay.

Gan mot nlra s6 hoi vién nir ding tim tum mot goc cling da cdi
b6 do xong. Co ngudi dé lai doc quan Iot, tham chi co cd con dong
khd trang khong khac gi dan 6ng, tay van phe phay quat giay.
Nhung nhd hinh xam trén ngudi ma khan gia nhin vao cling khong
thay bo dang ay cd gi la lac I6ng, nuc cuGi ca.

Nomura Kinue hién dang diing tua lung vao cdy c6t nam ngay
gitra hang gh€ quan khach va hang ghé danh cho ni gigi. C6 van
chua cdi bo bd vay trang, c ding d6 im lim hit thuGc. Thi thoang
lai co vai anh mat tir hang ghé& quan khach nghi hodc luét qua c6. O
day, Kinue khong khac gi mot canh doi trang, xinh dep nhung lai
nlra vai, tha khdng ra thi ma chim ciling chdng ra chim.

“Cd cling xdm minh a?” Nhu khéng nén ndi td mo, ngudi phu
n{f xam hinh Kintaro ngoi canh Kinue cat ti€ng hai.

“Vang, cling cé d6i chut a.”

“Thé thi c@i do ra thoi chl con gi nira. Nhu' nhau ca, c6 chi ma
ngai ngung. C6 mac thé chac ndng Iam ha?”

“Nhin moi ngudi tdi lai thdy hd then v3i ma&y hinh x8m linh tinh
ctia minh... Nén dé dén lugt r6i toi cdi.”

Nghe vay, ngudi phu nit xd8m Kintaro lién hat ham quay di chd
khac.

~ That ra, Kinue chua cdi bo y phuc chang phai do ho then. Néu
ho then thi ngay tur dau c6 da chang tham gia thi tho.

Pay la san khau 16n ca dgi mdi c6 mot lan, Kinue tu' nhd. C6
cling hiéu rang minh khd c6 co héi tham du su kién ki€u nay lan
n{fra. Thé nén Kinue cang chuyén tam vao viéc lam sao dé su xuat
hién cta minh phai phat huy téi da hiéu qua san khau, nhu cach ma
cac minh tinh van thudng lam. C6 ludn cho rdng ban than minh c6
nang khi€u dién xuat bam sinh, va nhitng Iic thé nay thi t6 chat
thién pha ay c vo thic phat tac.



Phia trén bac thém cao hon mét chidt so véi san nha, cd I€
thudng dugc sir dung lam san khau cho cac su kién dién ra & day, la
day ban cho nam giam khao, trong do6 co tién si Hayakawa. Lan lugt
tirng hoi vién sé budc 1én dé dé& ho danh gid vé hinh xam cla minh.

NguGi m& man hang muc nir gidi la Kichi “Kasha"*, c6 chu mét
quan an & Yokohama ma Kinue tirng giap mat vai lan, trudc day la
v@ mot tay chu song bac thudc loai nhat nhi Kanagawa. Khi c6 ta cdi
bd I3p yukata trdng, dé€ 16 tdm lung day dén vdi hinh kasha do hai
quy xanh kéo chd moét my nhan dang quan quai trong ngon I(ra
phing phirng, bau khong khi von da ngbt ngat lai cang soi suc hon.

“Thi sinh s6 47, c6 Nomura Kinue.”

Nghe goi tén, Kinue van khdéng dap, ci thé gilt nguyén vé dinh
dac thu thai hét nhu mét luc si ddu vat bac cao nhat chuén bj budc
vao san dau.

“C6 Nomura Kinue ‘Orochimaru’.”

Tiéng goi cat 1én lan thd hai, Kinue méi ding day, vut diéu
thuGc trén moi va sai budc qua hang ghé khan gia. Moi anh mat
trong hdi trudng déu dé don vao than hinh trong bd vay trédng. Dén
trudc mat ban giam khao, c6 li€c nhin gudgng mat néng bung nhu
thg san dang don con m6i vao dudng cung cua tién si Hayakawa roi
khé mim cudi.

“Cd hay cdi do, dé€ minh tran xem nao.” Giong tién si haoi lac di.

“Vang, di nhién. TGi nudc nay roi, toi cd khac gi ca nam trén
thét dau.”

Kinue nhe nhang cdi bo bd vay lién tréng thuan, dé lai trén
ngudi mot IGp vay ngl bang lua cling mau trang. Di nhién 1a hai
canh tay day mau sac da hoan toan 10 thién. Lan da trang phdt anh
hong phu nén xanh den ma ao, nhiing hinh xam anh dao va la do
cang dugc dip dua nd mot cach diém 1€, sac s6. Nhung do chua phai
la muc dich chinh ma Kinue nhdm dén. Th& ma cd tinh toan pho bay
la vé dep cd thé an gidu dudi lan vdy méng gan nhu xuyén thau.
Qua I8p lua trdng, mau sac cta hinh xam nhu hda thanh bay sac
cau vong, tinh t&€ t8i mdc khd ta bang I6i, khi tim nhat lic phét
hong, vura xanh vira cham, mac sUc téa sang. Khong biét tu' bao gio



Kinue da lubn cho rang day mdi chinh la vé dep, la stc hat co gidu
cting khong che 1ap dudc cua hinh xam. C6 theo da xoay ngudi mot
vong roi mdi 16t bo n6t chi€c vay ngl bang lua. Tdi day thi Kinue chi
con déc mét chiéc quén 16t xé cao may theo kiéu do baoi clia phu nit
nudc ngoai dé€ che thén.

Di nhién cd khéng thé tu quan sat hinh xdm sau lung minh.
Nhung trong lGc hai bau vi cdng ndy U'ng hong va run khé ting
nhip vi hung phan, Kinue biét réng trudc bao anh mat dang dé don
vao lung o, thuét si Orochimaru cling dd mat then thing, con ran
thi bat dau oan oai.

HGi trudng ldng ngdt di mét ldc, roi nhitng tiéng ho reo huyén
nao dong loat bung lén. Nghe nhitng thanh am ay, Kinue dé dang
nhan ra rdng ngdi nlt hoang cta cudc thi hém nay d& ndm chac
trong tay minh. C6 ngao nghé dua mat dao quanh ndm giam khao
va dam dong quan khach.

Kinue cling khong quén gifi mot nu cuGi dén thanh nién cho
minh mugn Ifa chdm thubc ban nay. Anh ta dang di'ng canh
Mogami Hisashi va hau hau nhin lai nhu mu6n an tugi nuét séng co.



LGi nguyén chan vac

Cudc thi khép lai mot cach thanh cong ruc rd. Bung nhu du
doan cua dam doéng, giai nhat ¢ hang muc nir dugc trao cho
Nomura Kinue.

Sau khi phan danh gid chdm diém két thic d& nhudng sén khdu
cho cac tiét muc van nghé, vai hdi vién dé nguyén minh tran budc ra
vuon. Ngugi thi dam minh dudi thac, ké lai hdng mat trong bdng
cay.

“Thé€ nao? C6 mubn gap lai Orochimaru khdng?” Hisashi hoi
Kenzo bay gid van chim trong con hung phan sinh ra tur bau khong
khi di thuGng cta cudc thi nay.

“U, néu c6 thé thi toi rat mong dugc vinh hanh dién kién nir
hoang Tan nira day.” Kenzo than thG dap, hon via nhu van trén may.

“Gidi thiéu thi don gian théi, nhung c6 ta khéng ngai xau tinh
v@i ca ngudi ma&i quen dau, cau phai liéu san phong than chir khong
la mét day. V&i ca néu cb ta cd ndi gi ki qudc thi c am U cho qua
nhé. Mot ké c6 qua khir nhu' vay thi toi nghi dau oc it nhiéu cling cé
van dé.”

Hisashi ndi rat nghiém tic. Theo nhu Kenzo cam nhan thi
Hisashi da phai kha vat va vdi Kinue.

Kinue hién dd madc lai bd vay trang, dirng dudi goc long ndo dai
thu trong vudn, xim quanh la dam déng cé vé da phan la phdng
vién. Tay nao tay nay lam lam may anh chuc chG chup hinh nir
hoang vura dang quang.



“"Khong dudc, khong dugc dau. Ban nay toi thoat y thé la du roi.
Pa bao khong dugc ma lai. Toi khéng mudn bi chup anh. Néu mubn
xem nifa thi mdi cac vi nam sau quay lai nhé.”

Hai ngu@i t&i gan, dung lic nghe cb vira xua tay vira cao giong
tu choi.

Xen qua dam dong, Hisashi cat ti€ng goi Kinue, “Sao r6i? Thay
chi cé vé vat va qua.”

“A, chl dén ddng IGc day! Nhd chd dudi dém nay gidp toi véil”

“Viéc d6 ma chi phai nhd téi sao? Chi chi can cdi tran ra roi
dang hang mot cai la ho sg hai chay hét ay ma.”

“Lai dugc chi khich tudng nira. Lam thé chang phai ding y ho
qua u!”

“Gi& dan chu roi. Thoi, hay chi chiu khé thoat y lan nira d€ ho
chup anh, coi nhu' lam phuc.”

“Chu lai dua qua trén! That xau tinh!” Kinue nhudng may vai vé
gian di.

“Xin 16i, khéng biét déng co gi da khién ¢ x3m hinh d6 a?”

MGt phong vién chdp thdi cd dat cau hoi, va [ap tdc bi phan
cong dir doi.

“Do bi mot ga mat day xau tinh giéng anh Itra phinh day.”

Trang cudi ro 1én. Tay phdéng vién dé bung mat, tdc téi bo di.
NhG thé€ ma s6 con lai nhan thay cé c6 ciing v ich, dam dong
quanh Kinue dan dan giai tan.

“Xin dudc gidi thiéu vai chi Kinue mot tin d6 v6 clung sung bai
chi nhé. That ra ching t6i cling mdi tinh c¢d gdp lai thoi, day la cau
Matsushita Kenzo, ban thgi trung hoc cua t6i. Bay gid cau ay dang
lam viéc tai phong nghién cltu & Khoa Y Dai hoc Tokyo, va hinh nhu
cd diéu gi mudn hoi chi day.”

Kinue 16 vé bat ngd, “La anh sao?”

“Hai ngudi biét nhau a? Qua l1a khdng thé tréng mat ma bat
hinh dong.”

“A khong, chi I3 ban nay t6i c6 mugn anh &y que diém.”



“That khong day? bang ngd qua.”

“Chu 1am nham gi vay chd.” Kinue vira néi vira liéc sang Kenzo
va mim cudi. “Tdi mdi nghe 6ng x& k€ chuyén vé anh xong. Khi
khong phai nhung anh cling lam nghé 16t da a?”

Tu "It da” phat ra tu miéng Kinue an chlra nét mia mai cay
doc. Kenzo lap tuc hiéu ra cd6 dang am chi tié€n si Hayakawa.

“Khong, t6i khong chuyén vé mang ay.”

“Vay thi cho tdi xin I6i nhé. C&r nhic t8i may dng bac si Ia tdi lai
nghi ngay sang hudng ay. Mdi anh ra dang nay ta noi chuyén cho
thu' tha.” Kinue ti€én Ién nhu mudn kéo Kenzo di theo minh.

“Thé€ lat nira vé ghé dau day lam mot chén nhé, Kenzo!”

Hisashi ditng tai chd goi véi theo. Pdm phdng vién dudng nhu
da tir bd y dinh deo bam Kinue nén cling chang thay ai ndi budc hai
ngudi.

“Anh bat ngd 1am ha? Rang toi la mot & dan ba nhu vay ay.” Tha
ngudi xuéng bang ghé dudi mot bong cay yén tinh, Kinue mé to mat
v@i vé tinh nghich va nd moét nu cudi.

“Pau co. That ra thi ban nay khi nghe anh Hisashi bao ngbi nir
hoang hom nay gan nhu chac chdn sé thudc vé mot phu nif tré dep
v@i hinh xam Orochimaru, toi da nghi ngay tdi co roi.”

“Nhung chéc anh van cho réng toi Ia mdt con mu ngu ngdc 1dm
phai khong? R6i con khinh bi may tro tam phao ngudc ddi toi bay ra
nira.”

“Cb ndi thé oan cho t6i qua. To6i hay nghe tién si Hayakawa ndi
xam minh la moét moén nghé thuat, nhung chua bao gi¢ thau hiéu
dugc. Hom nay dén vai cudc thi, lai chiém nguGng hinh xam cula co,
t6i méi vG I€ va tham thia nhitng IGi ay. V&i mot tuyét tac nhu vay,
sao ¢ phai ho then. Cr hanh dién dudng hoang chup anh dang Ién
bao chi c6 phai han khéng?”

“T6i ghét canh nha‘? bdo 1dm. Bon ho chi coi t6i nhu mot dang
dong vat quy hi€m kiéu ngua van hay mot & nra ngudi nlra ran
thoi.”



“Cai do thi cd 1€ khd ma tranh dugc. Tinh than nha bao doi khi
cting lanh lung tan khdc 1am.”

“Plng day.”

“Nhung cdng nhan, dé€ xdm mot hinh hoanh trdng nhudng &y
lén lung thi ki cong 1dm nhi.”

“Chang ra dang ni nhi chdt nao phai khéng?” Kinue thd hat ra
trugce khi tiép tuc. “Co I tu luc chao dai téi da thich xam tr6 réi. Cha
t6i la thg xam, nghe dau h6i nhé hé nhin thay hinh xam cda cha me
la t6i cd dang khoc ciling nin ngay. Mot ngay kia khong nhin noi nita,
t6i da cau xin cha xam cho minh. Cubi cung 6ng bam bung chiéu toi,
nhung phai nodi la dau 1am. CS I€ ngay bac si nhu anh cling khong
hi€u ndi con dau &y dau. Phai tuv minh th{ can rang chiu dung co.
Mat hon hai nam hinh xam toan than mdi hoan thanh, va cha toi
cling chi song thém dugc it [au nifa. Bay gid toi vui ming khon t3,
nghi rang vdi hinh xam nay thi cu6i cuing minh da cé thé trd thanh
dan ba dich thuc.”

Pung lic dé Inazawa Yoshio lai gan chuyén IGi, rdng tién si
Hayakawa c6 chuyén muén trao doi véi Kinue.

“Anh dgi t6i mot chut nhé.” Kinue dan Kenzo roi dung day,
nhung mdi dugc nam, sau budc thi da 1on lai cho anh. “Ca ma & day
thi kho long thong tha tro chuyén dugc...”

“T6i cling mong cé cd hoi thu thai dam dao v8i c6 moét lan, di
nhién la néu anh nha cho phép.” Kenzo dap, nhap nhdm nhu ca can
cau.

“Khong van dé gi dau. Bang nao chong t6i cling muén mdi anh
mot blra ma. TGi ngay kia anh cd ban gi khong?”

Budi t6i hai hom sau do6, Matsushita Kenzo mot minh tim téi
quan Serpent. Dich than Kinue ra md cira r6i dan anh 1én quay rugu
¢ tang hai. Hom nay khong thay bong dang thi€u n{r mac bd do kiéu



Hoa, ngudi pha ché trong trang phuc trdng hay bat ki mot vi khach
nao ca.

“Ngi day la?”

“Quan rugu do tbi diéu hanh. Do ddm canh sat 6n ao rac roi
qua nén khong treo bién hiéu. Ma dang nao thi t6i nay quan cling
nghi ban. Anh c( yén tam, chudng khong reo dau, cira khda trong
hét r6i. Sé chang ai tdi lam phién nén anh c thong tha nham nhi
chut rugu nhé?” Nhin Kenzo lung tung khong yén, Kinue nd mot nu
CUGi day an y.

“Anh nha khong co6 & day a?”

“Anh ay co viéc gap nén bat tau nhanh di Nagoya sang nay roi.
Trudc khi di con dan téi phai cham séc anh can than nira.”

“Thé thi t6i nén cdo tir théi. O mdt minh cling ¢6 khdng ding
phép tac cho Idm.”

“Anh ng6c nay, mudn vé thi cr vé di.” Kinue quay sang mot bén
vGi vé gian doi. Hai ba giot nudc mat 1an xubng gob ma cang min
xinh dep.

Ludn nghi Kinue 1a mét nit kiét san sang cdi tran cdi nhau tay
d6i véi dam dan ong vai u thit bap, Kenzo khéng khoi b6i r6i khi
thay c6 mém yéu thé nay, cling khong biét phai an Ui vo vé cach nao
nira.

“Cb6 lam sao?”

“Ngoc! Ngoc lam! Anh that qua ngoc!” Kinue nga vao long
Kenzo roi bat dau nac 1én thanh ti€ng. “Anh dinh bat dan ba con gai
phai noi dén thé nao nira... Dinh lam t6i xau hd ma chét sao...”

“Phong bén canh la gi?” Mau trong ngudi nhu don hét Ién dau,
Kenzo c6 dé nén coi long nhu cd Ira dét dé hon hén cat tiéng hoi.

“La phong cho may tro cG bac nhu mat chudc, poker, roulette,
nhung giG cling khong c6 ai dau. Phai r6i, co I€ qua dd sé yén tinh
han.”

Kinue lién drng ddy, mé canh clra dan sang phong bén. D4 13
mot gian phong kiéu Tay rong chirng 14,5m2, vdi moét chi€c ban nho
& chinh gilra va b6 sofa bé thé & goc tudng.



Hai ngudi vira budc vao phong, Kinue lién dong kin cira, “Khong
ai téi dau, anh c yén tam.”

PUing trudc ngudi phu nif trai ddi han hdn minh, Kenzo bong cé
cam giac ban than chi la con éch bi lan cho vao trong.

“Anh la bac si, nhung chdc chua tan tay cham vao lan da cua
mot c6 gai xam minh bao gid dau nhi?” Kinue nd mot nu cudi ki bi
nhu nhan su, ti€p tuc budng ra nhirng I0i kich thich coi Iong dan
ong. “Mat Idm d&y. Gidng nhu da may loai mau lanh vay, mua hé ma
s vao la mat rugi ca ngudi. Pay, néu anh khong ngai thi lai day sG
thar xem...”

Khdng mot manh vai che than, Kinue c thé nam Ida 16 trén
sofa, phoi ra thit da sdc sG. Lé tudn 13 cha tir doi mat khép hd,
nhung cd cling chang budn lau.

“Em gian a?”

TruGc cau hdi cua Kenzo, Kinue chi khé dap.

“Khdng... Em chi thdy phin dan ba ding la khd that ddy. Lam
nhitng chuyén ngugdc ddi chdng chit nif tinh, tu nhi 13 minh chdng
thua kém dan 6ng, nhung r6t cudc van chi la moét a dan ba.”

“Anh thi lai rat vui. Toi nay, [an dau tién anh cam nhan dugc
hinh xam huyén bi nhuGng nao. Hba ra thg xam dat t&i trinh do
nghé nhan lai ché€ tac dudc nhitng hinh xam vdi kha nang bién doi
theo tirng chuyén déng nho nhat cla cd thé con ngudi.”

“Di nhién r6i. Néu khong thi dau dang chiu sot 39° su6t may
ngay lién. Tuy la tu nguyén, nhung khi nhitng giot muc dau tién ri
vao ngudi, cam xuc cua em cling phuc tap lam. Ntra mu6n khoc,
nira muon cudi. Nhung da lam ton thucong than thé minh mot [an roi
thi vé sau lai sinh nghién. Suy nghi tré nén dan di han, rang khong
got rua dugc thi khoc 10c lam chi, da nhing cham ma con bo ngang
thi chi t0 tu’ bdi tro trat trau IEn mat minh thoi... C6 I€ cling gidng
may co gai lan dau biét hai trai ay.”

“Chac thé.”

“Nhung anh hi€éu ma. Anh cla béy gid thi han Ia phai hiéu chur.
Néu khong &n nam vdi nhau thi kho long thdm thia dugc vé dep cla



hinh xam trén tam than ngudi ta. Cd ma liéu cd phién cho anh
khong? Qua lai véi a dan ba tai ti€ng nhu em...”

“Em dung tu ha thap nhu vay. Cho du c6 khi€m khuyét thé nao
thi tlly tdm th€ moi ngudi nd sé 1a diém cong hodc di€ém trlir. Hinh
xam cua em qua that diem I& va dang than phuc. Nhung thuc té
trong xa hoi nay van ton tai nhirng dinh kién theo hudng ghét bo,
khinh miét n6. NguGi khac khong biét chdr anh thi rat cam phuc sic
chiu dung, nhan nai dé vuct qua ngan ay khdé khdn dau ddn cling
nhu thai do kién cudng chdéng choi, da pha dinh ki€n, co tinh dat
tuong lai minh vao thé& khé clia em. V3i ngan 8y diing khi thi chang
cd viéc gi ngoai tam tay em ca.”

“Cam dn anh. Chi minh anh ndi dugc nhu thé vdi em thai...
Khong ngG trén ddi con mét nguGi dan 6ng khdng khinh miét a dan
ba nay.”

“Em c6 hoi han vi da xam minh khong?”

“Khéng, nhung... |& ra em khong nén chon hinh g& dén vay, du
ai noi gi di nra. GiG em van ti€c la gia hoi ay xam may hinh nir tinh
nhe nhang nhu tién nit khodc do cé canh, cdng chida thay té, tiéu
thu Shizuka Gozen* thi co phai tot khong.”

“GG u... Vi la hinh yéu thuat sao?”

“Khéng. Chac anh cling biét chuyén chan vac ran nubt éch, éch
an sén, sén lam tan chay ran chi?”

“Gidng trong odn tu ti dy ha? Thé thi sao ca...?”

“Orochimaru dung yéu thuét sai khién ran. Theo truyén ké ngay
xua thi hdn thudng xuat hién cung Jiraiya cuGi coc va Tsunade cudi
sén khong 16. Ba ké nay lién mién giao chién, ganh dua yéu thudt
sdu trong long ndi Togakushi. Khdng hi€u sao cha em rét say mé
blrc tranh khdc go dién ta thé chan vac nay, nén da lan lugt xam Ién
minh anh hai, em va c6 em song sinh Tamae ba hinh Jiraiya,
Orochimaru, Tsunade.

“ROi sao...?”

“Anh hai va em gai em déu da mat trong chién tranh. Em may
man s6ng sot, nhung cd |€ cling chdng dugc bao lau nita. Jiraiya va



Tsunade bat hanh bé mang r6i thi lam sao Orochimaru binh an vo su
ma song téi gia dugc.”

“Anh nghi day chi la chuyén mé tin thoi.”

“C( thir dat minh vao vi tri mot ké da xam hinh @y xem, anh sé
chang thé cudi cot bao la mé tin dugc dau. Ma dang nao thi em
cling khong mudn sbng lau lam gi... Cling tét ma. Quang ddi ngan
ngui nhung dudc song hét minh la man nguyén roi. Mudn khoc thi
khdc, bubn cudi thi cudi, téa sang roi vut tat, cudc ddi thé la xong.”

“Khdng dudc, cudc ddi dau thé nhu vay...”

“Em chan nghe may IGi giao huan khuyén nhu r6i. Em ma chét
thi tién si Hayakawa hi hirng nhat. Ong ta muén sé hitu mang da
nay lam. Gia nhu khong phai sg pham toi thi chac coé phai gi€t em
ong ta cling lam.”

Kinue tré minh Up mat xung sofa va khoc nic né. Kenzo tuéng
nhu nghe dugc ca tiéng lao xao phat ra tu vay con ran dang tua dau
trén vai trai co.

Qua nhién, Kinue va con ran dy dang chia sé cung mét dong
mau. Tdi lic nay thi dau 6c Kenzo gan nhu chang phan biét noi dau
la ran, dau la ngudi nira. Anh cam thay cai cum “dam tinh cla ran”
ma ngudi xua hay ndi hinh nhu la dé chi mdi tinh ma mi nay. Tuy
nhién, Kenzo khong sao thoat khoi s mé hodc. Anh cr thé quy
xuong, dat mot nu hon Ién moéi quai nhan Orochimaru, tham thé
nguyén trung thanh vai vi nif hoang trudc mat minh.

Khoang mét tiéng sau, Kenzo tir biét Kinue rdi than thd sai budc
ra ga Yurakucho. Trong mat anh chdng con cho cho bat ki su vat
hién tudgng nao cla cdi thé tuc nay, ké ca con ngudi. Han siu va
chiém hitu moi ngéc ngach tam tri anh la lan da min mang mau
hong dao va buiric hoa khac go moi liic mot séng dong theo nhip thd
hén hén.



Bong nhién, cé ngudi vo bdp vao vai Kenzo tir phia sau. Anh
quay lai thi thdy ti€én si Hayakawa, minh van do trdng, miéng nd nu
cudi mia mai.

“A, thay déy a...”

“A thay day a gi chdr. Cau lam sao thé? M&t cr dJ ra nhu bi hd
ly tinh tréu dua vay... Can than vao, dao gan day & Tokyo hay xuat
hién may thdr ay lam.”

Kenzo dam ra luéng cudng, c’ nhu da bi ti€n si Hayakawa nhin
thdu viéc minh tang tiu véi Kinue may ti€ng trudc.

“HOm trudc cau cling dén cudc thi nhi?”

“Vang... dong qua nén em khong chao hoi thay dang hoang
dugc, that that 1e.”

“Chuyén nho ay ma, dung ban tdm... Ng6i lam coc ca phé vdéi
t6i di. Chac cau cling khong ban gi dau ha?” Tién si Hayakawa rq,
roi dat Kenzo vao mot quan nudc gan do. Vira nham nhi ca phé, 6ng
vua hdm hG ké chuyén. N6i dung chi xoay quanh hinh xam, cr nhu
muon xa hét moi noi bi bach trong Iong. “Kéo dugc co ta tdi cudc thi
coi nhu thanh cong budc dau, cd ma dén moét tam anh t6i cling
chua 1ay no6i.” Tién si thd dai thudn thuot.

“Co ta la ai thé a?”

“Gi day, cau co nghiém tuc nghe t6i nodi khong day? La Nomura
Kinue, nguGi xam hinh Orochimaru ch( con ai vao day nira.”

“A, a cO 8y a. Em o tudng thdy phai cé vai tdm rdi ch(r. Tac
pham &y ciling dugc sau, bay nam rbi ch(r cé phai méi xam hém qua
hom kia dau.”

“U, khoang thgi gian c6 ta xdm minh thi téi ban cong tac hét
Man Chau dén Trung Qudc theo yéu cau cua quan doi. Tai ldc vé thi
nha Horiyasu da don di dau mat. bgt vira roi cling phai may nam
mdai gap lai day. Cé xa la gi dau, ay thé€ ma dén mot tam anh thoéi cod
ta cling khéng cho t6i chup.”

"Chdc tai thay doa c6 dy sg qua théi. Cit néi cho téi xin da, dé
t6i 16t da c6 hoai thi ngudi ta lai chang chan ghét hay sao?”



“HUr.” Tién si nhéch mép cudi hat ra, “Lam gi co chuyén ay. Xét
tir khia canh phan tich tdm ly hoc thi xam minh von la mot loai hinh
tu sat man tinh. Nhiéu ngudi sau trong tiém thirc luén nghi la minh
co toi 10i gi ddy, va xoa diu mdc cam bang hanh vi tu lam ton
thuong. TU xua tdi nay nhitng ké tir vi dao, toi pham hay nguGi doc
than ca doi déu mang ndng tam ly nhu vay. Thé nén dé nghi I0t da
luvu lai cho hau thé cua toi that ra la dap Ung ding nguyén vong
trong tham tam ho.”

“Thé a? V& ly thuyét c6 thé diing, nhung thuc té thi cd &y rat sg
day. Bao la mé tin cling danh, nhung c6 ay van cho rang hai ngudi
mang hinh xam Jiraiya va Tsunade da qua ddi roi thi nguGi cudi
trong s6 ba anh em la minh ciing sé bo mang théi.”

“Tsunade?” Mot nét sg hai kho ta thoang qua mat tién si. “Ai
xam hinh Tsunade cg? La ai?”

“Chang phai la cd Tamae, em song sinh cla cd dy sao? Thay
khong biét a?”

Tién si Hayakawa l&c dau quay qudy, “Lam sao ma... Khdng thé
nao. That kho tin.”

“Cé van dé gi a?”

“Cau nghe cho ki day. Hai c6 gai nhiéu kha nang la song sinh
cung tri’ng. Bén ngudi tirng gap khong biét bao nhiéu [an nhu toi
doi khi con nham nifa la. Va cling chinh t6i day da thd khich ho
khong it, rang nhin mat thoi thi khd ma phan biét, nén hai dira hay
xam hinh khac nhau di, it ra nhin bap tay thoi cling phan biét dugc.
Nhung néu dung la Tamae xam hinh Tsunade thi... Horiyasu dién
that r6i.”

“La sao? Em khdng hiéu.”

“Khong biét a? Trong gidi xam cd nhirng diéu kiéng ki. Vi nhu
xdm hinh Bat Bong Minh Vuang thi s& phat dién, hay xdm hinh ran
quan quanh ngudi thi phai cat bt ché dudi nach hay cho nao dé kin
kin néu khdng mudn bi con ran &y siét chat t6i mirc mat ngu va chét
trong vong ba nam sau dé. Nhirng diéu mé tin @y van Iuu truyén tu
ddi nay sang dci khac, va mot trong s6 ching la hinh xam chan
vac.”



“Chan vac?”

“Hinh xam lan, éch va sén ay. Jiraiya cuGi cdc, Orochimaru cuGi
ran, Tsunade cuGi sén. Néu xam ba hinh nay lén cuing mot ngudi thi
ba con vat sé tranh dau t&i chét, nén mdai bi coi la cdm ki, c6 nhd
thé nao thg xam cling chang dam lam.”

“Nhung néu chia ra xam Ién ba ngudi...”

“Kenzo, cau th suy nghi mét cach logic ma xem. Néu la ba
ngudi khong quen biét thi khong ndi lam gi, nhung day la ba anh em
chung mét dong mau, lai con la con rudt minh nira... Mot thg xam
gioi nhu Horiyasu ma sao lai...” Tién si ndéi moi luc mot rGi rac, vua
thd khé nhoc vira dua mat nhin ra man dém ngoai clra sd nhu dang
hoi tudng chuyén xua. “Néu dé la su that thi han Horiyasu da tu
nguyén rua may dda tré, gom noi cam phan doéi vdi ngudi me dem
khac hét Ién da thit con tha.”

“Ngugi me?”

Tién si Hayakawa khong giai dap thac mac cla Kenzo, chi tha
dai r6i budng ra nhirng IGi con dang sg hon, “Néu hai nguGi kia da
chét thi c6 1€ c6 ta khong con song dugc lau nira dau. Khat khao cua
t6i co khi lai s6m thanh hién thuc cling nén. Nhung nghi cho c6 ta
thi viéc hai ngudi kia qua ddi cd thé lai 13 diéu t6t dy chir. Ba ngudi
ho ma déu con s6ng thi han ciling tan sat lan nhau thoi.”

Kenzo khong khoi kinh hai trudc nhitng phat ngén chang cd vé
gi la cia mét nha khoa hoc ludn gitr dugc cai dau lanh. Kinue thi
khong néi lam gi, nhung viéc ti€én si Hayakawa ciing tin vao may
chuyén mé tin nhu 16i nguyén chan vac kia d& thoi vao long anh mét
noi khi€p sg kinh ngudi.

Tuy nhién, IGi tién doan dang sg nay khong sai Iéch may may.
MOt vu giét ngudi vGi nhitng tinh ti€t tuéng chung chi xuat hién
trong thé gidi yéu thudt dang sdap mé man truGc mat ho. Va chia
khéa d€ gidi ma vu an, cling nhu bi mat dé pha giai yéu thuét qua
nhién déu an minh trong nhitng hinh xdm chan vac.



Nhirng con nguGi bi nguyén rua

Ngi day, 6 mot goc cua dai do thi Tokyo nay, c6 mét phu nir
dang nau minh. M6t con nguGi duGng nhu da bi lang quén, cr dén
chiéu tGi lai rdi khéi ngi tam trd réi téi sang mdi vé. Ban ngay co
toan 1an trén trong bong rdm nhu sg dnh mat trdi, nhung dém dén
thi lai trd nén nang dong hoat bat. C6 khong cd giay thdng hanh,
ma chd nha cling chang bubn gang hdi danh tinh that lam gi. Co ta
la vay day. Chdang biét bao giG c6 sé bién khoi ngi day, nhung chirng
nao con tra trudc tién nha thi con la khach quy, trén mat chd nha to
ro nhu thé.

Néu chi coi c6 nhu mot dda hoa doc ruc nd nhung chdéng tan
tran ngap khap Tokyo thdi hau chién thi cd 1€ cau chuyén chi dirng &
day, nhung ké ca khéng co cudc chién vira qua thi van ménh cda co
gai nay cling da dudc dinh san la chi di theo huéng lao déc khong
phanh.

Ca chu nha lan mdy cd ban déu khdng biét cd xdm minh. Mt
dau an diém I€, nhung lai chira dung day diém gd& dang phu khap
ngudi co. Ban than cb cling nguyén rua cai hinh xam ay dén tot do.
NGi viéc xdm hinh nay 1a mét sai [dm cuia tudi tré bong bdt cling
khong sai. TU nguGi me da khuat dén anh chi va cha c6 déu sé hiru
nhitng hinh xdm tuyét tac trén minh. Khach khlra dén nha, bat ké
nam nif thé nao, chang ai dé€ da trang tron ca. Giéng nhu trong mot
thé gidi toan tat nguyén thi chinh ké lanh 1an mdi bi coi la khiém
khuyét, c6 luén hé then vi lan da trinh nguyén ctia minh. Thai do chi



cd con rat cay nghiét nifa. Cé 1& sau khi tu vy ban da thit minh,
ngudi chi dam ra lai thdy chudng mat vdi lan da lanh I3n cuta co.

“Xam dau 13m d&y. Y&u dudi nhu em khéng chiu ndi dau.”

Nghe cham choc, c6 vo cung tuc t6i, dong thdi cling cay cu dén
mUc muon phat khéc. C6 ben van nai va dugdc cha dong y xam cho.

“Cha cU nghi riéng con sé khac, nhung qua nhién nong noc du
co dudi cling chang thé nao 16n 1én thanh ca nheo dugc.” Vira noi,
cha c6 vira xam nhirng nét dau tién Ién lung con gai.

Ti€p theo, c6 phai can réng chiu dung mui chay khét cta kim
xdm va nhitng can dau dir doi ap tdi lién hoi. Tir khi c6 bdt dau xém
minh, gia dinh lién ti€p hdng chiu tai uong. Canh sat bong téi kham
nha va tich thu hét d6 nghé phac thao mang di. Va khi viéc hanh
nghé thg xam d3 16 ra rdi thi gia dinh ho cling khéng thé séng tiép &
ngdi nha 8y nifa. Ho bat dau chuyén hét tir ngi nay dén noi khac.
Cha ubng rugu ngay moét nhiéu. Khéi lugng cbng viéc sut giam,
khién cudc séng cang thém khd khan. Khi hinh xam cta c6 hoan
thanh thi cha dot ngot bi mot con nhdéi mau co tim cudp di mang
s6ng ngan ngui.

Cudbc dadi cua anh em c6 chinh thirc lao doc tu day. Phu nit xam
trd kin ngudi nhu hai chi em ¢d chang hi vong gi kiém dudc tdm
chong dang hoang luang thién. Ngudi chi di lam ca ki ¢ Yokohama,
trong khi cO troi giat tua canh beo tu Tokyo tGi Nagoya roi
Hiroshima. Thdi gian d6, ca con ngudi lan cd thé cd déu khdng dugc
tu do. Subt may nam lién, c6 bi mua di ban lai nhu moét moén hang.
Khi chién tranh két thac, c6 dang & Hiroshima. Tuy nhién, khong
hi€u do may man hay ki tich thé nao ma didng cai ngay dinh ménh
ay, b lai di xa cung khach nén tranh dugdc tham hoa bom hat nhan.

Chién tranh tréi qua, cb bong thiét tha mudn vé “Tokyo. Tuy do
an chon & deu khong co, nhu’ng cdi long hudng vé c6 huong chang
hé suy suyén, va thdi thic cd xtc tién ké hoach. DAu nhiéu chuyén
khdng dugc nhu'y mudn, nhung dé nira nam sau ¢6 ciing thuc hién
dugc nguyén udc la dat chén vé Tokyo, bay gid da la thanh ph6 hon
ddn cua dd nat hoang tan va tdi pham.



Chang cd ki tich nao sinh ra tir d6ng dé nat &y ca. Pé tiép tuc
séng, co lai bat dau dua chan theo duGng cili. Tuy nhién, tinh trang
ay khong kéo dai lau. M6t ngudi dan ong bong bat ngd xuat hién,
khi€n cO lan dau biét thé nao la yéu. DU da qua lai va ndm trong
ldong ban tay khong biét bao nhiéu hang dan 6ng, nhung tu thud cha
sinh me dé tGi giG c6 mdi lan dau dugc trai nghi€m ngon Ira tinh
yéu ma dau phai dem tinh mang déanh ddi cling dang. Toan than c6
nhu bi Ira tinh thiéu d6t. Vi nguGi dan 6ng dy, cb san sang doi dién
v@i cdi chét, san sang tay nhuém mau ngudi, co6 thuc tam nghi vay.
Trudc niém hanh phdc [an dau dudc ném trai, hé than kinh clua co té
liét t&i tin tdy s6ng, chang thé nao danh hai dudc réng canh cira dia
nguc dang md rong rinh rap dudi chan. C6 nam ma c6 cling khong
ngd rang vu gi€t ngudi tham khoc vi hinh xdm ma ban than sé dong
mot vai tro quan trong da can ké trudc mat.

CO gai ay hién dudc biét dén vdi cai tén Hayashi Sumiyo.

Con tén cha me dat cho c6 von la Nomura Tamae.

Trong phong thi nghiém cai tao t mét xudng vé, Mogami
Hisashi nhin n6i gia ap ma thd dai thudn thuct. Day la thiét bi dung
dé san xudt axit amin va glucose ma han da phai vay mugn khap ndi
dé 13p dat. T4i gid han van chua thé hoan tra hét mady khoan ng &y.
Viéc dat mot thiét bi thé nay & ngay Tokyo trong tinh canh thi€u hut
luong thuc la mot sai [am I6n vé mat diéu kién dia ly. Tuy nhién,
Hisashi khong hé bi quan. Han da th dung nhiéu nguyén liéu khac
nhau nhu cam, dau nanh khi béo, ca uon udp mudi... du nguon
cung thi€u 6n dinh, lic cd lic khdng khi€én hdn phai ngbi chai xoi
nudc sudt, nhung chi can lay dudc nguyén liéu lan nay thi moi that
bai coi nhu xi xda... Han nghi thé.

Ly thuyét thi Hisashi da nam r& trong long ban tay. Chi can dun
nong va gia ap trong axit sunfuric dam dac, chat dam va tinh bot sé
phan gidi thanh axit amin va glucose. Chi cé vay thoi. Hisashi gd go
lén vo nGi gia ap roi cudi. LEp men xanh trén vd khi€n han nhd tdi



hinh xam. Suy dén cung, tai sao lai c6 nhitng nguGi dem Iong yéu
thich cai hti tuc man rg ay dudc nhi, han van ludén thac mac nhu vay.
Chiu dau dé lam tn thuong ban than, xong lai dem ra tu hao khoe
mé. Qua suc ngu ngdc. Chang thé hiéu nai.

Vi bat budc, Hisashi mdi tdi cudc thi hom trudc, chl that long
hdn coi ddy nhu cubc hop mat cla mot It bién thai. Li si dién hao.
Chang khac nao dam sinh vién Dirc vui mirng vdi vét seo trén mat
do du da hay may tay linh Nhat hdnh dién vdi déng hudn chucng
ngay xua ca. Rat nhirng thd hu danh vb nghia...

DG6i va@i Hisashi thi phu nit von khéng khac gi phién ban phong
to cia mot thir cd quan, c6 hinh xam hay khong ciing thé.

“Pan ba chadng qua chi la cdng cu dé dat dugc muc dich ma
théi.” Han 18m bam.

Ngay mai Hisashi cé hen t&i rap Togeki véi Kawabata Kyoko. Co
gai nay hay a dan ba kia, cling nhu bao phu nir khac, tat ca déu la
cdng cu dé han thuc hién muc dich cia minh. TU tan thdm tam,
Hisashi phai thira nhan la chang mdy ga dan 6ng trén d&i nay coi
thudng dan ba hon minh. Nhung that la lung khi dan ba cr bam riét
lay han, khién Hisashi doi lGc thay phién.

Hisashi rdi chd ndi gia dp dé téi bén clra s6 nhin ra ngoai trdi,
vira hay c6 mot con ran nho truGn qua san. Hinh xam cuta Kinue 1a
Orochimaru, mdt hinh tugng dang sg. Chang hiéu tdm ly cd ta thé
nao ma lai di chon hinh xam kinh khang nhu vay. Thé ma trén doi
van c6 nhirng ké mé mudi c6 ta va hinh xam ay. Takezo va ti€n si
Hayakawa la vi du dién hinh. Tham chi ca quan ly Inazawa va
Matsushita Kenzo hinh nhu cling bi hinh xam hut hon.

DGi vGi Hisashi thi bon ho dién rd dén khd hi€u. M6t a dan ba
va b6n ga dan 6ng... Han cd linh tinh la Iung réng dén mot 1Gc nao
day, nhitng con ngudi am anh vi hinh xam kia sé bi s6 phan dua bdn
trong Iong ban tay.



Sang 27 thang Tam, dang & phong nghién cru trudng dai hoc,
Kenzo nhan dudc mot phong bi thu.

Tén ngudi nhan & mat trudc phong bi viét bang nhirng nét but
vung V€ cla phu nir. Lat mat sau xem tén ngudi gui, anh khong khoi
sung sot: Nomura Kinue. Hai chii cling dugc viét bang nét bat phu
nir &y nhu dam thang va han sau vao mat anh.

Kenzo vOi nhét phong bi vao cdp, di dén mot goc phong hoc
khong nguGi do dang trong ki nghi he r6i méi mé ra doc. Ngoai la
thu, trong phong bi con cé sau tam anh chup hinh xam trén minh
mot ngudi dan 6ng va hai cb gai, tu cac géc chinh dién va sau lung.

“Jiraiya, Tsunade, Orochimaru.” Anh I&m bam ma&y cai tén &y roi
vOi md birc thu di kém ra.

GUi anh Kenzo thuong nhd.

MGi doc dong dau tién thoi, mat Kenzo da néng bung nhu Itra
dot. Xét tdng thé thi tuy cach hanh van c6 phan hon loan, 16i chinh
ta cling nhiéu, nhung néi dung la thu van khién Kenzo phai kinh
ngac. DuGng nhu n6i am anh vé cai chét con deo bam Kinue. Trong
thu c6 khong nglrng nhac di nhac lai rang minh sap bi giét, bong
dang t than da ap sat, r6i thi mong anh hay tim cach cltu co, vi
anh la nguGi duy nhat c6 kha nang ay. Cudi thu c6 con bao téi hom
trudc anh néi mudn c6 mot tam anh clia minh nén c6 gui kem thu
nay may tam tU ngay xua vi gid khong cé thdi gian chup mdi, ciling
nhu nhd anh bao quan noé cung anh anh trai va em gai minh.

“C6 vé hoang tudng bi hai,” Kenzo 1dam bam moét minh rdi ngédm
lai sau tam anh mot lan nira.

_ Co I€ vi chup da mdy nam nén it nhiéu déu phai mau. Mdt sau
moi t&m anh déu cd diu vét nhu dudc g& ra tor mot quyén album
hay dai loai thé. Mat sau tdm anh ngudi dan 6ng vdi hinh xam
Jiraiya la dong “Nomura Tsunetaro” vi€t bang nét but phu nit. Hai ¢
gai trong nhitng tdm anh con lai thi gibng nhau nhu duc. Kinue noi



ho la chi em song sinh, nhung ddng la néu ho ma mac do vao thi
chang thé nao phan biét ndi. Kenzo chdm chi quan sét timng tam
anh, va hinh xam Tsunade da khién anh tudng d6i bat ngs. An
tugng dau tién cla anh la co gdi trong anh at phai yéu thich hinh
xam |am, cé |& ngay ca Kinue cling khé sanh bang. DBan 6ng con trai
thi khdng néi, nhung hau hét phu nit du mé ddm hinh xam dén dau
déu van khong thich dé 16 ra ngoai cho ngudi la nhin thay. Vay nén
ho thudng khong xam phan dudi khuyu tay dé tranh 16 khi mac do
coc tay vao mua hé. Thé nhung cb6 gai nay lai xam kin hai canh tay
hinh ca chép dé vugt vii mon. Va dau goi trai con xam mot con cua
dang giuong cang, du kha nhd. Bldc hoa Tsunade cung con sén In
trén lung c6 tinh xao chang kém hinh Jiraiya va Orochimaru. Tuy
nhién, xét tong thé thi tong mau cta nd hai dam, d6 tuang phan lai
cao, gay nhirc mat cho ngusi xem. Kenzo doan co I€ la do diéu kién
anh sang.

Kenzo cat may tdm anh vao cap r6i quay lai phong nghién ctru.
C6 nhén vién hanh chinh tré tudi vira thdy mat anh lién tim tim
cudi, “Thay cé dién thoai day a.”

“Ai goi thé?”

“MOGt c6 gai a.” Co nhan vién lai tum tim roi chay di.

Biét la c6 ta dang G cai Iba danh rai do6i dia cling thay budn
cudi, nhung Kenzo van khong khoi khé chiu.

“Vang, Matsushita Kenzo nghe day a.”

Pap lai, tr 6ng nghe phat ra mot giong nl{r nhu mudn quan riét
|dy anh, “Anh Kenzo, la em, Kinue day.”

“Kinue?” Kenzo hét hoang nhin quanh.

“Khong biét thu véi anh da tdi chd anh chua?”

“Anh nhan dudc r6i. Cdm on em.”

“Sao anh c phai khach sao lam gi.” C6 ndi vGi giong trach mac,
nhung ngay sau day lai thay d6i nglr diéu. “Anh gilr gin can than vao
nhé. NhG em c6 bi giét thi con...”

“Em lai ndi thé r6i. Khong dugc dau, phai tudi tinh 1én cha.”



“Nhung...” Kinue im bt di nhu thé dang d&dm chiéu chuyén gi.
“Qua dién thoai thé nay thi kho giai thich cu thé 1am. Hay sang mai
anh qua nha em dudc khéng? Moi chuyén déu cé nguyén cd ca, chd
chang phai tu nhién ma em dam ra sg hai thé€ nay. Em sé tur tir ké
cho anh hét, r6i cling mudn nhd anh gilp nira. 9 gid sang mai dugc
khong?”

“Nhung ma...”

“Khéng sao dau. Anh 8y chang dén day bao gig, ngudi gilp viéc
lai nghi nira. Chi c6 minh em thdi... BuGi sang thi cang khéng can
ngai ai ca. Anh cr xuong ga Shimo-Kitazawa, ra cua Bac roi theo IGi
chgd ra khu phé mua sam, di thang tdi kich dudng thi ré trai, thay
nha tdm cdng cdng tén Asahi thi ré phai la dén.”

“Liéu c6 8n khéng?”

“Anh ndi gi vay! Em cau xin anh day. Ca ddi nay em chi nhd anh
dang co thé thoi...”

Cudc goi bi ngdt & day, nhung thanh am cua cb gai & dau day
bén kia van vang vong mai trong tai Kenzo. Linh tinh c6 chuyén
chang lanh, anh cr th€ ddt 6ng nghe dam md hdi xubng may dién
thoai.

Ngay hom dd, khong chi minh Kenzo sg hai vi cu dién.

Khoang 2 giG chiéu, tai tru s Tap doan Mogami ¢ Ogikubo,
Mogami Takezo tai mat khi nhan dién. “Vay a... A khong, cam &n vi
da bao tin.” Gac may xong, y that than ngbi thir ra mat mot Idc. Trén
guong mat tudng chirng v cam dan hién [én nét thinh nd. “Giét...
Phai gi€t né mdi ha!”

Sau khi th6t ra nhitng IGi khi€n nguGi khac phai hai hung, y
dirng phat day, rao budc quanh phong giam ddc. Nhu suc nhd ra
diéu gi, y lai gan ban lam viéc, m& ngan kéo 16i ra hai tdm vé mau
xanh, xé vun v(t vao thung rac, doan md ti€p mot ngan kéo co khoa



va 18y ra kh3u sting den bdng. Lach cach 1én dan xong, y nhét siing
vao tdi r6i ra khoi phong.

Thay vay, Inazawa dang ng6i bén ban trong phong lam viéc
canh dé lién ding bat day, diéu bd hét nhu con rdi nay ra tu hop 10
x0. “Sép ra ngoai a?”

“Um.”

“Sép cd vé day nira khong?”

“T6i dinh di luon, khéng quay lai dau.”

“Dé toi dua sép ra ga?”

“T6i cOn ghé qua chd khéc nira nén khong can dua tién gi ca.
MOt minh tién han.”

“Vu bd thau toa nha Sanyu thi xr' ly sao a?”

"Toa nha Sanyu?” Takezo duGng nhu khong nhé gi vé chu dé
dudc nhac téi. “A, bén do é’y{ ha? Sao cling dugc.” Y cr thé budc ra
khéi van phong ma khong dé lai chi thi gi.

Inazawa ngac nhién dén mdc chi biét ding sitng ra nhin theo
Takezo.

“Chu Inazawa, hdm nay sép lam sao ay nhi?” M6t cau nhan vién
tién lai gan.

“Co vé thé... chdc tai trgi nong.”

“LUc nao sép ciling nhiét huyét vdi cong viéc... vay ma ban nay
trong nhu bi ho ly 8 dau bat mat hon vay.”

Cau nhan vién vira 1d8m badm vira dinh quay vé chd ngdi thi
Inazawa vOi goi giat lai.

“Nay Eto, cau cd6 mot cai may anh hiéu Leica phai khong?”

“Vang, dung a.”

“Khong biét ngoai chg den thi mot cudn phim mau tu nhién cula
MY gia bao nhiéu nhi?”

“Chau cling khéng ro nira.”

“"May day dan nghiép du c6 chup dugc khong? Trong diéu kién
phong kin, budi téi &y...”



“T6i thi cé 1€ khd a. D6 nhay sang cua phim khéng cao, ma bat
flash thi lai khdng 1én nGi mau. Nan giai nhat Ia phai gui sang tan My
md&i rira thanh anh dugc.”

“Liéu c6 6n khdng nhi?”

“Chuyén gi cd a...?”

“"Khong biét ltc guri di cd bi mat ngang dudng khong nhi.”

“Khong sg dau a. Ma chd dinh chup gi thé? Anh nude a?”

“A, khong, toi chi hdi thé thdi.” Inazawa khdng ndi gi thém va
bat dau gid tai li€u ra.

Khodng gan 8 gid tdi hdm &y, tai nha tam cong cong Asahi &
Shimo-Kitazawa da xay ra mot vu 6n ao nho nhd.

Do thdi gian hoat ddng bi rit ngan vi thi€u nhién liéu, lGc dy da
gan tdi gi¢ déng ctra, khong khi phong tdm nir kha déng dudc héi ha.
Vay nén khi mot co gai la mat van yukata hoa tiét 1 gai dau budc
vao cling chang ai ban tdm dé€ y. Nhung cd vira nhe nhang thoat y
thi hang chuc con mat déu I&p tlic d6 don vao tdm than tran &y.

Gia nhu & khu phd sam uat thi khong néi lam gi, nhung & nha
tam cong cong nadi ven do6 thé nay thi qua la hi€ém khi dudc thdy mot
c6 gai vdi hinh xam hoan my dén thé.

C6 gai chang hé ngai ngung, thdm chi con hién ngang ré dam
dong tién thang téi canh bon va mic nudc gidi 1én ngudi mot cach
ngao nghé.

“Ai day nhi?”

“Quanh khu nay cé ai nhu thé a?”

“Chac chdn khong phai ngugi thutng roi...”

Nhirng ti€ng xi xao day dé vang Ién trong phong thay do.

“Co ta la dan anh chi c6 tién an day.”



“"Khong biét c6 ta xam hinh gi thé nhi? Sg that! Ngay dan 6ng
cling chang may ai xam to thél” May c6 nif sinh thi thao.

DU & khu trdng ngudi hay trong bon nudc, cd gai no van gilf tac
phong bao dan nhu thé minh la nif hoang cta noi nay. Con ran quan
quanh lung c6 thi thoang lai cong dau, thé chiéc IuGi do chét hu doa
moi ngudi xung quanh, trong khi Orochimaru cling vira dé mat vua
cut nha ngam nhin dam dan ba con gai dang ngai ngan ling tdng
truéc mat.

“Me di, sao co kia lai mdc quan ao vao bon tdm?”

MOt dlra tré ngay tho dat cau héi, nhung khong ai bat cuGi. Ho
chang dam nhin chinh di€én ma chi Ién ddi anh mat nira sg hai, nlra
to mo vé phia hinh xam cua c6 gai.

Do hai muai phut sau, Kinue rdi khoi bon tam. Co6 ding trudc
guaong soi hinh xam, roi mdi quay lai va tu ton mac quan ao vao.

Do la [an cubi cung nguGi ta nhin thay hinh xam trén minh
Kinue khi c6 con séng. Hay néi dung han la, sau day chi minh con
quy sat nhan dang sg la dudc chiém ngudng hinh xam Orochimaru
trudc khi Kinue tur gia coi ddi.

Tam 9 gid t6i cung ngay, Kenzo ng6i 6 nha chai shogi véi anh
trai, trudng phong diéu tra Matsushita Eiichiro.

Canh ban cg la chai whiskey da voi mot nlra. Sdc mat Kenzo va
thé nhij tot* trén ban cd cho thay ca hai da nga nga say.

“Kenzo, dao nay & trudng thé nao?” Nham thdy minh dang
chi€m thé thugng phong, Eiichiro rGi mat khdi ban ¢ va ngudc Ién
hoi em trai.

“Van mudi ndm nhu mot, chang cé gi khac a.”

“Thi thé thoi chf sao nifa. Chd may nghién ctru phap y nhu vay
thi chac cling trd nén thuc t€ han r6i chr ha?”

“Thutc t€ ay a... Kia, em di r6i day.”



“Qué ma Ién cao, thanh moi cho tét a! Thé thi anh xin vay. Anh
dang hoi chd da thoi may vu tiéu thuyét trinh tham kia chua day?”

“Ti€u thuyét trinh tham u... Chiéu tudng.”

“Khéi mat cong hu doa vo ich. Chid con dinh noi gi nira. Anh day
da phu trach bao nhiéu an mang hon chuc nam nay roi ma chua gdp
trudng hgp nao nhu mo ta trong ti€u thuyét trinh tham ca. Bé xem
anh dd thé nay thi chd dinh xr' ly thé nao.”

“C4 thé la tir trudc dén nay chua gép... nhung mai sau thi chi
than thanh mdai biét dugc.”

“Mai sau cling khéng c6 chuyén day dau. TU géc nhin chi nghia
hién thuc clda anh thi la vay. Giac hanh hda long m3, chiéu tudng.”

Kenzo thd dai nhin ngam ban cg, dot nhién bat cudi.

“Sao, cb gi budn cudi a?”

“Cach danh cg clia anh hai khong dugc thuc té€ lam thi phai.
Giac hanh thi di 1éch, & day lai con thanh thé nhi tot nira.”

“Pau nao?” Eiichiro nhin lai ban cd r6i cling cuGi theo em trai.
“That nhi! Khong biét nudc tét nay di lic nao ay nhi?”

“C4 tinh tdo thi em cling chdng nhd ndi mdy nudc trudc minh
da di th€é nao dau. bat dén ngudng day thi em da chap anh may
quan roi.”

“Ha ha ha, thoi, coi nhu hoa di.” Eiichiro vira cuGi vira cat co
vao hop dung. “Ma tdi nay oi birc qua nhi, chac khd ngu 1am day.”

“Vang cong nhan... Kho chiu that ddy. Lam em c linh cam sdp
xay ra chuyén khéng lanh.”

“Chu dirng doa anh. Vao mét budi t8i thé nay thi anh chi mudn
thong tha nghi ngoi thoi. Gid ma bi goi di danh an thi oai lam.”

“Khdng ngd ngudi dugc ménh danh 1a Matsu Ac quy nhu anh
ma cling cé Iic mudn nghi ngai.”

“Thdi budi dan chu nay, ké ca quy dudi dia nguc cling cé quyén
dinh cong ma.”

Hai anh em lai bat cuGi trudc nhifng cau chuyén vu va khdng
dau khong dudi. Trudng phong Eiichiro van luon kién dinh vdi quan



di€m minh chua va sé khéng bao gid gdp phai nhifng vu an ly ki nhu
trong tiéu thuyét. Tiéc la khdng du cdn c nén du rdt dam mé tiéu
thuyét trinh tham, Kenzo cling chua thé phan béc lai suy nghi 8y clia
anh trai.

Tuy nhién, ngay trong budi tdi &y, khi hai ngudi dang vira choi
cd vira dam dao thi 8 mot goc cla dai d6 thi mang tén Tokyo nay da
xay ra mot vu giét ngudi ma chang ti€u thuyét trinh tham Déng Téay
kim cd nao sanh bang vé dd ki quai. Kenzo sé la ngudi dau tién phat
hién tdn tham kich nay, nhung chang mét ai, ké ca anh va trudng
phong Eiichiro (tin d6 cua chu nghia hién thuc, cao téi imyo va nang
hon 80 can, sG hitu dai den tam dang Judo) du doan dudc nhiing
chuyén sap xay ra véi minh.

D6 ding la mot dém khd ngl. Chang cd 18y mot gon gid nén
chiéc chudng gid treo & clra sd ¢ im lim.

Tiéng coi tau tir xa vong lai cao vut va vang khdp man dém mot
cach vo dinh, hét nhu tiéng thét that thanh trong gidy phut tu gia
cOi ddi cua mét phu nir.



U3 Thi thé khéng than minh

Sang 28 thang Tam, Matsushita Kenzo xudng tau & ga Shimo-
Kitazawa va ngudc nhin bau trdi trong xanh khong mot ggn may
bang cdp mat duc ngau, hdu qua cla con say dém qua.

Ngay trudc clra ga l1a mdt khu chg tam xap xé rét phd bién thoi
hau chién. Nhitng con nguGi séc mui toi G d6 liéc nhin anh vai vé
ngs vuc. Chang may ch6c madt anh dd ung Ién. Tuy dang ban ngay
ban mat, nhung cé I€ chi rleng viéc ghe thdm cb gai xdm trd tén
Nomura Kinue d& khién anh cé phan hé then véi luong tdm minh roi.

Pay la lan dau anh dat chan tdi noi nay, dudng I6i dan xen vb
cung réi ram. Khong thdy veét tich thiét hai cla chi€n tranh, nhung
chi can ré nham mot doan thoi la da ra tit tan ndi nao khong biét.
boan dudng ray tudng chirng da rat xa gid lai 1ap 16 ngay phia bén
kia con dudng.

“Chang I& minh con say sao?” Kenzo tu cudi mia. Anh tu nh
véi long rang hdy binh tinh lai, réi dirng chan dudi mot mai hién dé
cham thudc.

Khu dan cu toan dinh thu ki€u cli hdu nhu khéng co 1dy mét
bong ngudi. Viéc may man thoat khoi nanh vudt cta khoi Iira chién
tranh dudng nhu lai khién noi day mat di phan nao sinh khi, tao nén
mot khung canh hét nhu' 8 may phim trudng bd hoang.

Plng ltc 8y, mot bdng dan dng bong tién lai gan phia Kenzo véi
dang vé loang choang, mat dao dac nhin ngd khap xung quanh.



Nhac thdy ké dd, Kenzo bong nhién cing thdng. Anh thu minh nép
vao bong tbi va dgi doi phuang di qua.

Ngudi ay khong ai khac ngoai Inazawa Yoshio. May man la g3
khong nhan ra su c6 mat cia Kenzo. Inazawa la mot ké rat cham
chut bé ngoai, nhung llc nay dau toc ga réi bu nhu mdi ngu day, hai
mat dé au, mat cat khong con giot mau. G& mang theo minh mot
boc d6 nho, lién tuc chuyén hét tir tay trai sang tay phai véi vé lo
du. C3 cai kiéu 1d&m bam ludn miéng nhu doc kinh kia cling khién
ngudi ta co linh cdm chang lanh.

“Phién r6i... Sao lai thanh ra thé nay...” Nhiing ti€ng Iam bam &y
vang lén ro rang khi Inazawa bang qua cho Kenzo.

MOt ndi bat an vo dinh chot 16e 1én trong tdm can Kenzo. That
kho long nghi rang mdi sang s6m ma Inazawa Yoshio da tdi viéng
tham ai khac & cung khu nay. Chang I€ con Ign d6 vira mdi cung
Kinue trai qua mét gidc mdng dém hé sao? Khéng thé nao!

Khéng rd do ndng nuc hay gi ma Kenzo bong thay khé thd. Anh
lay chiéc khan mui soa nay gid da bi vo nhau nhi lau m6 héi trén
tran roi budc theo hudng Inazawa Yoshio viura tir d6 di tGi. Mai roi
anh cling tim thdy mét ngdi nha véi bién tén dé méy chir “Nomura”.
HG6i truGc chién tranh, cd trudng phong cia may doanh nghi€p hay
gido vién trudng cao dang cd tich cdp xay dudc nha riéng thi cling
chi tAm trén dudi 50m?2, xét thdi budi khd khan nha dat hién nay thi
ngan ay da thudc hang du da lam r6i, nhung nha Kinue con bé thé
han nhiéu. Khubn vién rong dén han 300m2 co tudng bao ngan cach
vG@i cac nha hang x6m, cd hang rao cay xanh ¢ mat tién giap dudng
di.

Kenzo an chudng nhung khong ai tra IGi. Anh an thém doi ba
lan, van thay trong nha im phang phac.

Chubng héng hay sao? Ngh| vay, Kenzo lién day thar cdng. Cong
chinh chét trong, nerng cong phu bing go canh day lai ma ra dé
dang. Trong khu6n vién cd mét khoanh dat nhd tréng rau cu. Du
thi€u thon luang thuc thé nao thi Kinue trong cling khéng cd vé gi la
sé€ chiju dong tay tdi viec dong ang, nén dam ca chua va bi dé cu
mac sU'c phat trién, xem chirng chdng dudc ai thu hoach bao gid.



Kenzo budc theo 16i di lat da tdi thém nha. Clra chdp chan mua
dong kin, cling khong thay dau hiéu la cdé ngudi dang thiic trong
nha. Kenzo an chudng ngoai hién. Khong cé h6i am. Ciling khong
thay co tiéng dong gi.

“Sao thé& nhi? Thé& nay 1a sao ch(?” Kenzo 1&m bam. Noi bat an
vo dinh trong ldng anh bdt dau dinh hinh, trong khi can ghen tuéng
véi Inazawa cling chuyén dan thanh noi sg hai khdng rd cdn nguyén.

Vong ra mat sau nha, Kenzo phat hién mot mang ctra chdp chan
mua long ra nhu ham rang bi stn, béen lai gan r6i tho dau vao trong
nha thi cat tiéng goi.

“Nomura...” Anh da dinh goi ca tén Kinue, nhung khung canh
lanh tanh banh hién ra khi mat vura thich nghi véi anh sang I6 mao
trong nha da khién nhitng IGi ay nhu ket lai trong cudng hong,
khong sao phat ra thanh tiéng.

Bén kia clra Ia mot can phong ki€u Nhét rong han 10m?2, co 1é
la phong ngu cua Kinue. Cac ngan kéo dung do bi luc tung, quan ao
vudng vai. Anh sang IG md soi 1én dai phu kimono mau dé nua
thong xudng san nlra vat trén ngdn kéo trong y nhu con ran dang
odn minh trudn quanh. Nhung di€m khién Kenzo kinh ngac han hét
thay la nhitng vét mau to bang ndm tay, tréng nhu' mdy béng mau
don xam bang muc doé rai rac trén mat chi€u cach cho anh ding
khoang gan mot mét.

Pulng lic dy, c6 ai do dat tay 1én vai Kenzo. Anh quay phat lai,
thang thét nhu' sdp d6i mat véi hung thu vay, va bat gép mot ngud
khong hé ngd tdi. Tién si Hayakawa. Ong van bd vest vai lanh trang
tinh phang phiu, chang cé 18y mot vét nhau ban, tay chéng gay, dau
d6i mii phdt, nom hét stric diém dam ding dan.

“Gi day, hda ra la cau Kenzo a! Xem ching cau cling quan tam
tGi quy cd xam tré qua nhi.” Tién si cudi trir, ndi véi vé ngan ngam.

“Thay, gi... giG khong phai lic ndi nhu thé dau. Tinh hinh khong
6n. Thay nhin ma xem.”

Kenzo kéo tay ti€én si Hayakawa lai gan va tro vét mau trén
chi€u. Ngay lap tic, nu cuGi va vé diém dam trén mat 6ng bay bién.
Diéu Peace vura cham Ira ciing r@i xubng dat.



“Kenzo, cau mau qua day!” Tién si hét Ién, thao giay dinh lao
vao phong, nhung méi dugc mét budc da véi vang quay lai gan
giong dan Kenzo. “"Nh& dirng cham vao th(r gi kéo lam lan van tay
hay dau chan.”

Hai ngudi [an luot suc sao khap moi ngdc ngach trong ngoi nha
gobm moét phong 13m2, hai phong tam 10m2, hai phong 7m2 va
thém nha rong gan 5m2 ay. Cac phong déu cé dau vét luc loi tanh
banh nhung khdng thay bong dang ai ca. Nhitng vét mau thi trai dai
tr can phong hai nguGi budc vao ban dau ra téi tan cho clra phu.
Gia ma lac ay ho xem xét ki ludng hon mot chut, c6 khi da phat hién
dugc vai diém dang luu y, nhung cling khong thé doi hoi gi han &
Kenzo va ti€én si Hayakawa gilra khi ho dang r6i tri nhu thé.

Kenzo thd hat ra that dai réi nham mat lai. Th( anh mong tim
thdy khong c6 G day. Mot cam giac vua an tam vua bai hodi thoang
qua long anh, nhung ciing chang keo dai dugc lau vi mot am thanh
la lung khé ta, nhu ti€éng phu nif thuat thit bong lot vao tai.

“Kenzo, cau cb nghe thay ti€ng gi khong?”

“Cé a... Tiéng gi dy nhi?”

“Hinh nhu 13 tiéng nudc. Tiéng nudc chay tran do voi dé ma.”

Nghe néi thé thi cd vé ding thé that. Am thanh nho giot vong
ra tUr cubi hanh lang. Hai ngudi lai gan thi thay hinh nhu la phong
tam. Tuy nhién, canh ctra kién c6 mau nau dang dong chat, ngan ho
ti€n vao trong.

Kenzo rat khan mui soa boc tay ndm clra va van thir. Khong co
0 khdéa nhung canh ctra van chang hé suy suyén. “Bén trong... cd ai
khong?”

Tién si lang I€ quy gbi xudng san hanh lang. Trén canh cura cé
mot vét nit nhd ding bang sgi chi, rong do mat li va dai chirng hai,
ba phan. N6 nho t&i mic goi la vét nit cd 1€ cling khong hgp ly lam.

Tién si Hayakawa bong quay lai va thot Ién, “That ac 6n!” Ong
di’ng day r6i trd vao vét ndt, y bao Kenzo cling nhin ma xem.

Kenzo thé chd tién si nhom vao phong tam. Vét n(t rat nhd nén
anh khong thé quan sat hét bén trong, nhung van thay thr gi nhang



nhac canh tay phu nit Idn 16c trén nén gach Iat mau trdng vai vét
thuang be bét nhu qua luu.

Thay canh nay, ngudi thudng cé I€ sé hét Ién rb6i ngat lim di.
Kenzo khéng dén mutc ady, tham chi anh con ngd ban than da vé cam
v3i moi loai thi thé sau khi ching ki€én hang ta ngudi chét trong
nhirng ndm lam quan y. Tuy nhién, viéc phat hién ra xac chét trong
hoan canh nay van khién Kenzo rGi bdi.

“Cau mau goi canh sat! Nha nay co dién thoai hay sao day.”

Giong ti€n si Hayakawa kéo Kenzo vé vaGi thuc tai. Anh voi chay
ra cho clra chinh, nhac dién thoai goi di. Di nhién anh chang hé nghi
t&i may phuong an vong vo nhu bdo cho don canh sat gan nhat.

_"A'16, SG Canh sat Tokyo phai khong? Xin n6i may tdi diéu tra.
Cho truéng phong ay... A 16, anh hai a, em Kenzo day. Cé vu nay
nghiém trong lam!”

“Lam sao ma chu hot hoang thé?”

Chat giong danh thép cua trudng phong Matsushita Eiichiro
khi€n Kenzo cam thay nhu chét dudi vé dudc coc.

“Giét ngudi cudp cua a!”

"C6 ngudi chét a?” Thai do Eiichiro thay doi han. Anh Iap tdc hoi
ti€p. “O dau?”

“Nha mot phu nit tén Nomura Kinue & phudng 4 Kitazawa a.”

“Nan nhan la co ta lubn a?”

“Khong ré nifa. Chi nhom thdy mét phan thi thé trong phong
tam, em d{’ng ngoai ch(r khong ti€p can dugc hién trudng vi clra
khoa trai.”

“Nhan ching phat hién gom nhirng ai!?”

“"Co em va tién si Hayakawa cua Khoa Y Pai hoc Toa... Nha
nghién ctru hinh xam noi ti€ng ay... Em va thay thay mét mang clra
chdp chdn mua bi long ra, trén chi€u bé bét mau me, do dac thi
ngon ngang khap ndi... Xem chirng trudc ddy chua ai phat hién ra
ca...”

“Anh dén ngay day! Chu & yén day nhé!”



Pau bén kia cip may. Kenzo cd thé tudng tuong ra canh anh
trai bat day doc thic cap dudi réi hoi ha chay xudng cau thang sé
canh sat. An tam hdn phan nao, dau éc Kenzo gid chi mai suy tinh
xem lam sao dé che gidu mdi quan hé bi mat gilra minh va Kinue.

T6i khi anh dinh than lai va quay vé trugc clra phong tdm, mét
ti€n si Hayakawa van tai nhaot.

“Cau tdi day lam gi thé?” Tién si dat cau hdi, cr nhu hoi cung
Kenzo.

“Cling khong c6 gi déc biét a. Chang la sau cudc thi hinh xam
lan trudc, anh Hisashi cd gidi thi€u em va&i c6 chu nha nay. Tdi khi
em hoi ly do co6 ay xam minh va may chuyén ddi tu khac thi dugc
hen t&i day.”

“Co ta hen cau lic nao?”

“Sang qua a. Co ay goi tdi phong nghién cltu cho em.”

“Tam su chuyén ddi tu véi nguGi mdi quen nhu cau a. C6 nang
cling da sau da cam qua nhi.” Tién si néi nhu thé da nhin thau tdm
can Kenzo. “CU dién thoai ay ding la ctia Kinue ch(?”

\\Da...?"

“Hai ngudi chi ndi chuyén qua dién thoai dung khéng? Lam sao
cau dam chac & bén kia dau day la Kinue?”

Kenzo khong biét tra I3i thé nao. Tién si Hayakawa van nhin anh
cham cham v@i vé do xét.

“That khéng hiéu ndi. Tai sao cd ta lai goi dién hen ca tbi va ciu
téi nha vao cung mot thai diém chd? MGt bén la nguGi mdi quen,
bén con lai la ké ma c6 ta lubn vb cd sg hai. Binh m& hoi giam dinh
hinh xam hay gi?” DuGng nhu 6ng da phan nao lay lai dugdc vé sac
sao va mia mai thudng ngay. “Anh cau tu sé canh sat tGi day, nhanh
cling mat ba bén muai phuat nira nhi?”

“Vang. Tai ndi nay nam & hang cung ngé hém quan Setagaya
mé."

_“Chung ta ra ngoai dgi di. T6i di ing vGi khéng khi phong giai
phau hay nghia trang Iam.”



Kenzo khong phan doi. Budc ra anh mat trdi chdi chang cua
budi sang mua ha, anh cam thay nhu minh vira chét di song lai.

M3t cli gam xudng dat, hai tay chap sau lung, ti€n si Hayakawa
dam chiéu dao quanh khu vuan.

"Cau Kenzo nay, co ve toi doan khong sai dau.” Ong vira ndi vira
quan sat clra sO phong tam.

“Poan gi a...?”

"Clra s6 nay c6 song sat bén ngoai, bén trong lai khda trai.
Phan kinh khong c6 cho nao sit mé, trong khi ctra ra vao cling khéa
tUr bén trong. Thé la thé nao?”

“MOt vu an mang phong kin!”

“Chinh xac. An mang phong kin. Toi 4c hoan hdo. Canh gigi ma
bat cr tiéu thuyét gia trinh tham nao cling mudn dat tdi, nhung
chang may ngudi thoa nguyén.”

“Thé con...”

“Cach thirc 8y ha? Lam sao dé dang tim dugc. An mang phong
kin lan nay xem chung chang hé kém canh may tiéu thuyét trinh
tham cau hay doc. Chua gi t6i da cam thay day tinh sang tao trong
dd roi. Chi hi vong la né dung lai 8 mi'c an mang thong thudng, chu
mot tay ac ma khon khéo nhudng nay, khong bi€t chung...” Bang
noi dd, ti€n si bong im bat va gio ba toong tro khoanh dat kho can
bén ngoai phong tam. “Cai gi kia?”

Trudc mat ho la ddm ba manh kinh den bdng, néu ghép lai sé
to bang tdm buu thi€p, duGng nhu la tan du cta phim kinh* may
anh.

“Nhin bui dat xung quanh thi cé vé con mdi, cung Iam la tir hom
qua thoi. Ai lai vt nd & day nhi...?”

bot nhién, mot tiéng chudng reo vang, pha vé bau khong khi
tinh lang bén trong ngdbi nha.

“Dién thoai a...”

Vira tién doi ba budc vé phia dién thoai, tién si Hayakawa bong
khung lai nhu vira suc nhdé ra diéu gi, “Cau nghe di. Khong can biét



ai goi, nhung dirng hé 16 vé dan mang. Cr can trong tham do xem
d6i phuang la ai.”

Kenzo vOi va lao vao nha, nhac may.

“A 106, Kinue day a.” MGt giong nam tram duc nhung cling hét
su'c dong dac vang |én.

“A, c6 Kinue cé viéc ra ngoai roi, khong biét ai day a?”

Dau dady bén kia lap tlc cip may, khdng budn tra IGi cau hoi
cla Kenzo. Ai thé nhi? K& nao ma lai goi thang tén than mat cua
Kinue nhu vay? Tam tri Kenzo r6i nhu to vo bai nhirng thac mac ay.

Khong lau sau, mot vién canh sat hoi ha chay tdi hién truong,
mo hoi mo ké nhé nhai. Xem ching thong tin tu’ s& da xudng tdi don
tuan tra gan day nhat.

Vién canh sat vira lau mo hoi, vira nhin hai ngusi bang anh mat
hoai nghi r6i cat giong hdi vai vé quan liéu hach dich. “Hai anh la ai?
Dén day lam gi? Sao biét chuyén khong bao ngay cho canh sat?”

“C6 Nomura Kinue, chi nhan ngbi nha nay, cé mai chung toi téi
day sang nay dé trao doi vé mot s6 van dé hoc thuat. T6i cd anh trai
lam & s& canh sat nén nghi la bdo thdng 1én day sé nhanh han.”

“Anh trai lam & sG?”

“La truéng phong diéu tra, Matsushita Eiichiro.”

Vién canh sat gigt nay minh roi do nguGi ra, mat hién ro nét
cang thang. “That that 1é qua. Bay giG toi mdi bi€t, mong hai vi
lugng thr. T6i dudc Iénh bao vé nguyén trang hién trudng, nén nho
hai vi ra vuGn nghi tam vay.” Ga doi sang giong lich thiép cirng nhac.

Kenzo ng6i xudéng mot goc vudn dgi anh trai. NguGi bi giét
trong phong tam la ai? Gan nhu chdc chan la Kinue r6i. Nhung sao
tay c6 bi chat ddt nhu vay? Hinh xam trén minh c6 c6 anh hudéng gi
khong? CIr nghi dén may chuyén ay, Kenzo lai cam thay thdi gian
tr6i qua cham nhu sén bo. Anh chi mu6n pha tung canh clra va lao
vao phong tdm ngay tirc thi.

“"Khong biét hinh xam Orochimaru cé van dé gi khong thay nhi?”

Kenzo danh bao cat ti€ng hoi khi ti€n si Hayakawa bang qua
trudc mat anh. Nay gid 6ng van litng thitng di quanh vudn.



“Cau ciing ban tdm a. Qua that tdi chi lo moi chuyén &y thdi...”
Tién si c6 vé hai bat ngd trudc cau héi cua Kenzo, nhung van co
gang tra I6i mét cach diém tinh. “Hinh xdm... Hinh xdm...
Orochimaru va Tsunade...” Ong vura lam bam vira ti€p tuc cat budc.
MOt llc sau, ti€éng coi xe canh sat tur xa vong lai réi di'ng ngay trudc
cong nha. Phai dén khi trudng phong Matsushita Eiichiro mim moi
trgn mat vong qua gdc tudng ti€n vao vudn cling moét ddi diéu tra
vién va giam dinh vién, ti€n si mdi ding budc va quay lai cho Kenzo.

“Kenzo, hién trudng & dau?” Eiichiro I6n ti€ng hai.

“Phong tam cudi hanh lang a.”

“Bugc roi, cht dan dudng di.”

Kenzo rao budc dan dau doan ngudi tién vé phong tdm. Sau khi
nghe hét su tinh, Eiichiro thir vdn tay ndm d6i ba [an r6i ra 1énh cho
cap dudi. “Cau duc mét 16 xem nao. Chu y dung lam mat dau van
tay.”

Chang may chdc, mot 16 hdng dd cho ngudi chui qua da xuét
hién trén canh cua.

“That tan khoc!”

“K& ndo nhan tam vay chr!”

B3t cr ai ngd vao phong tam déu khong khai thét 1én nhu thé.

Nam trén nén gach trang la d6i chan dai mién man, hai canh
tay mém mai trang ngan va cai dau vdi guong mat ai oan cua nan
nhan xau so. Tat ca déu bi chat dat khoi than minh, phdi ra miéng
vét thuong con mdi nguyén. Voi bon tam ma to hét c8, mdc cho
nudc tran Iénh lang khap san. Trong lan nudc &y, nhitng lon toc den
day clia nan nhan quan vao nhau, no6i [énh bénh hét nhu may con
ran dang truGn quanh.

“Hung tha rGi khoi day bang cach nao ch(?” Eiichiro xong xao
chui vao trudc tién. Ngoai lai canh clra, anh chi biét thot 1én cé vay.
Canh ctra lap then cai, loai kéo sang ngang roi ha chdt xu6ng. Ngay
lGc nay day, cai then van dang cai, hét stc chac chan.

Plng nhu suy doan cua tién si Hayakawa, clra s6 cling dugc
khoa kin tu trong phong. Ngay ca kién con khong co dudng ra. Mot



an mang phong kin ddng nghia. Canh ctlra vira m@ ra, Kenzo da ngo
ngay vao trong va ru Ién khi€p dam.

“Sao thé Kenzo? Chu la bac si cd ma? Mdi thay xac chét da so
roi a?”

PE ngoai tai I6i trdch mang cla anh trai, Kenzo c nhin tran
tran vao dam sinh vat mau xam dang bo I6m ngdm trén thanh cura
sO. NOi kinh hai lai mot [an nira xam chi€m tam can.

Toan la sén. Loai dong vat cé hinh thu ma cling nhu' khong. Loai
dong vat xuat quy nhap than vdi kha nang len 16i khap moi ngdc
ngach trén ddi. Su hién dién cua ching cang tang thém phan ki quai
cho vu giét ngudi von da vo cung tham khoc nay.

“Qua nhién, ding nhu tdi doan.” Khdong gidu ndi vé choang
vang trudc khung canh hién trudng, ti€n si Hayakawa lam bam.

“Thay..."

“Phan than dau r6i? Hinh xam Orochimaru dau mat r6i?”

“Hinh xam?”

“Cac cau khong biét a? Trén lung, trén bap tay, trén dui cd gai
nay la c@ mot hinh xam Orochimaru thudc hang tuyét tac, tim khap
nudc Nhat cling khong cd cai th(r hai. N6 dau mat r6i...? Tén ac on
nao lai gid tro nay cha!”

Nhin khap phong tam cling khong thay bong dang phan than
dau. Hai canh tay chi con tU khuyu tr@ xuéng va cdp chan khuyét tu
dau gdi trd 1én, chang cb 18y du chi moét chat dau tich cla hinh xam
Orochimaru. Ngay ca lugng mau khong 16 ma tan tham kich nay
dang |& phai dé lai cling da dugc lan nudc tran ra tir bon tam cudn
tr6i sach sé.

Mat mot Iuc khong ai lén tiéng. Tat ca déu diing chét tran trudc
khung canh thé tham dén rgn ngudi. Duy chi cé ti€ng [am bam lap
di 13p lai cha tién si Hayakawa la len 18i khap phong, hét nhu than
chu mai goi nguGi ta budc vao mot thé gidi ki quai, tach biét han vdi
cudc séng dai thudng.

“Ran nubt ch, Ech an sén, sén lam tan chay ran...”



TOi ac hoan hao

Nhu tién si Hayakawa tirng 1dm bam, &n mang phong kin ludn la
dinh cao ma cac nha van viét truyén trinh tham hudng dén.

ThUr sirc véi dé tai an mang phong kin chdang khac nao c6 tim |oi
gidi cho bai todn ddng co vinh cliu. Vay nén nhiing tdc phdm trinh
tham vdi chu dé tudng chung bat kha thi ay, nhu Wu giét ngu’di phé’
Morgue cua Edgar Allan Poe, B/ mét can phong vang cia Gaston
Leroux hay Wu giét nguoi ¢ Canary va An mang J Kennel cua S.S.
Van Dine déu la nhitng dira con tinh than ma cdc tac gia phai mang
nang dé dau, vat kiét tri éc dé tao nén.

Trong gidi van hoc trinh thdm Nhéat Ban, cac tdc pham véi chi
dé an mang phong kin cta Oguri Mushitaro (nhat 1a tiéu thuyét dau
tay T6i dc hoan hao), cling la nhitng tuyét tac véi hang loat tinh tiét
doc dao vugt xa thudng thic.

La mot tay nghién truyén trinh tham, Matsushita Kenzo lap tuc
lién tudng tdi nhitng manh khée dudc st dung trong cac tac pham
k& trén. Anh th( van dung ching vao vu viéc [an nay, nhu cd giai
mot bai toan do béng nhiing phuong trinh d& hoc. Nhung di nhién la
dau oc anh lGc nay qua réi boi dé co thé 1ap tdc kham pha ra bi an
cua cdn phong kin tai nha Kinue. Dau vay, anh van 16 md hiéu dugc
an y dang sau I6i 1dm bam cla tién si Hayakawa. Hung thia phai 1a
mot thién tai vai tri tué clia 4c ma thi mdi co thé gay ra vu an mang
nay.



TU trude téi nay, ngudi ta ludbn cho rang khdng thé tao dung an
mang phong kin & nhitng ngdi nha xay theo kiéu Nhit. Cac phong
dudc ngan cach rdt s sai bang culra trugt, khong ké day mong thé
nao. Cho du la mot can phong doc Iap thi tran va san nha cling noi
v3i bén ngoai, nén ngudi ta thura sic d6t nhap vao phong qua
nhirng nga nay.

Nhung trong mét ngdi nha véi kién trdc thuan Nhat, van cd mot
noi hoan toan doc 1ap vai cac khu con lai. D6 la phong tam. Khap
tudng va san cla hién trudng vu an lan nay dudgc lat gach, tran thi
dap thach cao. Clra ra vao ciling chang c6 lay mot ké hd nao, ngoai
trir vét n(t khong du cho sgi chi chui qua ma Hayakawa va Kenzo
dung dé ngd vao bén trong. Sau dé, t6 diéu tra d3 kham nghiém
hién trudng v6 cling ki Iu8ng, nhung rét cudc chang thé phat hién ra
I6i di bi mat hay thir gi tudng tu. Sy that &y khién t0 diéu tra dg dan
mat mot lic. Nhung nhu mot co6 may tinh xao giau kinh nghiém thuc
dia, nd mau chdng tai khdi dong va 1ay lai moi tinh nang von co.

“Kenzo, lai day mét chut.” Trudng phong Eiichiro goi em trai
sang phong 13m2. Noi nay chang c6 bat ki mot vat dung sinh hoat
nao, nén cling khong thay dau vét 16n xon, au da gi. Vao téi ndi,
Eiichiro lién ngdbi phich xuéng chiéu.

Hai chan x&p bang, anh 16i mot di€u thubc ra cham Ira. “Tai sao
chd lai téi day? Quan hé gilra chd va nan nhan la thé nao?” Anh héi
vGi giong nghiém tuc va gay gat, khac han vé nong hau ltic & nha.

“Ngudi bi hai la Nomura Kinue, nhan tinh cia Mogami Takezo,
chi mot cong ty xay dung. C6 ay cling la con gai cia mot thg xam
ndi tiéng tén Horiyasu. TU trudc chién tranh, cd &y da xin cha x&m
lén khdp ngudi minh. Hinh xam dé gitp cd dy gianh chién thang tai
cudc thi hinh xam & Kichijoji hdm 20 vura r6i. Tinh c¢G thé nao ma em
cling ghé qua cudc thi dé tim tu liéu tham khao, roi con gap lai ban
cli thdi trung hoc la Mogami Hisashi, em trai cia 6ng chu cbng ty
xay dung kia nira. Bugc anh ta gidi thi€u, em da lam quen vdi nan
nhan. Sau d6i cau han huyén, co6 dy bat dau ndi nhitng chuyén ki
quai, ki€u nhu ban than sép bi giét dé€ 16t Iy da Iung... Chic vi biét
em c6 anh trai la canh sat nén c6 ay mdi boc bach nhu thé. Nhung
co k& véi em thi cling déu giadi quyét dudc gi... R6i dén hém qua,



nan nhan bdng goi dién dén trudng, bdo 1a cd chuyén nhat dinh
muon nhd em gilp. Thay co ay toi nghiép qua nén em mdi dén day
tir sdng sém thé nay...”

Kenzo cd khdng dé cép tSi nhitng diém nhay cam trong ciu
chuyén. Trudng phong Eiichiro chi gat gu nghe em trai k&, thi
thoang lai ngang mat pha khoi thudc 1én tran nha.

“Anh hi€u r6i. Vay la trén lung nan nhadn cé hinh x&m
Orochimaru. Nhung gig day phan than minh vdi dac diém nhan dang
rd rang nhat ay lai bién mat khong luu tung tich.

Liéu thi thé & day cd ding la cia Kinue khdng?” Eiichiro thac
mac.

“Tuy mdi gap mét lan nhung &n tugng cd &y dé lai trong em
kha la sau sac, khong de gi phoi phai. Guong mat dé chac chan la
cla Kinue, khong thé nham dugc.”

“Vay a.” Eiichiro khé mé miéng r6i nha hai, ba vong khdi thudc.

“Al” Tiéng thét that thanh cla phu nit bong vang 1én dau do
trong nha.

“Gi thé?” Eiichiro quay sang hoi giam dinh vién vira bugc vao
phong. Nghe nhu co ai vira thang thot téi miic nga ngira ra vay.

“La vg cula vién chutc tén Kotaki 8 nha bén a. Vua dugc cho xem
dau cua nan nhan cai la chi ta khuyu xudng luon... Biét sao dudc,
phu nir ma.”

“Nhin canh day thi ai ma ding vitng dudc chl. Chdng ta ma
khong lam cai nghé nay thi chac cling phai gap bac si r6i.” Eiichiro
nghiém giong noi. “Thdi gian gay an la khoang nao?”

“Khoang mudi hai dén mudi tam tiéng trudc. Phan quan trong
nhat la than minh lai mat r6i, nén c6 giam dinh thém cling khé ma
khoanh vung chinh xac han dugc.”

“Pugc roi. Gid la 11 gid, nén tam coi nhu hung thu da gay an
trong khoang tur 6 dén 12 giG tbi qua di.”

“Vang, diém nay thi khdng thé sai dugc.”

“Nguyén nhan tir vong la...?”



“Hién gid thi chua dam chdc diéu gi, nhung ching téi phat hién
mot chai bia rong va hai chiéc coc dat trén khay an trong phong
7m2.II

“L‘Im."

"Phan bia con thtra ¢ mot coc hai co mui xyanua. Sau day toi s&
cho kiém tra ki hon, nhung nhiéu kha nang la kali hay natri xyanua
gi day.”

“Kali xyanua a... H6i con chién tranh, thr ay dudc phat bla
phira khdp nci, ngay H6i Phu nit Tinh nguyén* con co nita la... Kho
ma truy ra ké nao lay dugc tur dau lam.”

“Nhung thua truéng phong, theo téi thi khéng khéo vu an lan
nay lai kha dé nhan cling nén.”

“Tai sao?”

“Chang ké cé dau oc nao lai chon cach giét ngudi bang kali
Xyanua ca. Pé lai qua nhiéu vét tich.”

Trudng phong Eiichiro nhdm mat suy tu roi lac dau doi ba ban.
Truc giac cla mot canh sat day dan kinh nghiém mach bao anh rang
vu an nay khéng don gian nhu thé. Giam dinh vién rdi di, nhudng
cho cho diéu tra vién Akita. Cau nay co doi mat xéch va mot vét seo
trén ma.

“Thua trudng phong...” Akita ngap ngirng, mat li€c Kenzo.

“A, Akita d&y a. Em trai t6i d&y, c(f tu’ nhién di. Tinh hinh do héi
hang xom thé nao r6i?”

“Em xin bao cdo a. Ngudi phu nir tén Nomura Kinue nay mdi
chuyén tdi day tu thang Chin nam ngoai cung mét ngudi giup Viéc.
Thudng ngay cbd ta khong co vé gi la xau hé hay mudn gidu giém
hinh xam cta minh ca. Cr hdm nao nong la c6 ta lai dién doc chiéc
vay ngu hai day loai mong, nén ciing kha ndi tiéng trong khu nay.”

“Pung la 8 mot khu dan cu truyén thdng ven d6 nhu ngi day thi
hi€ém khi gap nguGi nhu' thé that.”

“Dan cu quanh day khong mudn giao du vdi c6 ta cho Iam.
Chac hang xém cling &c cam khi thdy c6 ta s6ng xa hoa chang thiéu
thon gi, subt ngay lai cé xe hai do trudc clra nira. Sau nay biét co ta



ting lam gai 8 Yokohama va hién la nhan tinh cia 6ng chu Tap
doan Mogami, moi nguGi mdi 0 Ién va 18.”

“Hay co dan 6ng lai vang t&i day khong?”

“"Co vé la khong a. Ngoai 6ng chong hd kia thi chua ai thay
bong dang dan ong lui t&i day bao gid, nén hang xém ciling bao la
khong ngd co ta lai chinh chuyén nhu thé.”

“Chua chdc. C6 ta ma mudn qua mat éng chdng hd dé tang tiu
vGi ké khac thi thi€u gi cach.”

Khong biét Eiichiro c6 an y gi khéng, nhung 16i 1€ cia anh nhu
luGi dao sac lém xuyén thdu tam can em anh.

“Kenzo, tru s@ Tap doan Mogami G dau?”

“"Ogikubo a. Con nha cia Mogami Takezo thi hinh nhu la &
Nakano hay sao ay.”

“Nakano va Kitazawa a... Cu li hgp ly cho nha nhan tinh day.
budc r6i. Akita, cau goi thém Yokoyama r6i cung phong qua Nakano
tim Mogami Takezo cho tbi. Bao ca Takizawa va Nogami tGi Ogikubo
do héi bén Tap doan Mogami nira. Pac biét chi y tra xét xem toi
qua ga quan ly Inazawa Yoshio lam gi.”

BOn diéu tra vién lap tuc rGi di theo 1énh Eiichiro. Ngudi ti€p
theo budc vao phong la diéu tra vién Ishikawa, moét cao thu vo thuat
véi tdng cdng 12 dang trong cac moén Judo, Kendo va Karate. Nhdn
doi vai to bé nhu ngudi khéng 16 Atlas, ciu lén tiéng, “Trudng
phong, ngudi ma ching em nhd nhan dién nan nhan vura tinh lai roi,
khong biét sép co can hoi gi khong a? Nghe dau chi &y mdi gap nan
nhan vao tam 8 gid ti qua.”

“8 gid a... budc r6i, mdi chi ta vao day.”

Ngay sau do, chi Kotaki dugc moét vién canh sat diu vao phong.
Mat chi van tai mét. Vira ngoi xubng trudc mat Eiichiro, chi lién
budng thong vai va thé dai danh thugt.

“Chao chi. Bong dung lam chi kinh hdi nhu vdy, that ngai qua.
Chung t6i cling khong con cach nao nén mdi phai lam thé... A, t6i la
Matsushita, trudng phong diéu tra. Cho t6i hdi, chi cé chac nan nhan
bi sat hai la Nomura Kinue khong?”



\\Dung a...II

“Nghe ndi chi mdi gap c6 Kinue toi qua?”

“Vang... Tam 8 ruGi t6i qua, cd6 dy cd ghé qua nha toi, bao la
vUra tir nha tam cong cong ve..."

"Nha tam cbéng cdng? Tai sao cb ta lai phai téi d6 khi ma nha
riéng von c6 phong tam roi...? Thudng ngay van thé a?”

“C6 1€ la khdng a. Lic cd &y mdi chuyén dén va qua chao hoi
lam quen, t6i con chéng nhan ra hinh xam nao ca. Mai t&i mét lan
tinh co gap G nha tam cong cong, t6i mdi ngd ngang v& |&. Khi do
chung t6i van tro chuyen binh terdng, nhu’ng bong co may ban nif
Xi xao nho to, ndi cd &y la gidc cai. C6 &y nghe thdy va ndi trén 16i
dinh, vé sau chéng may khi lui tSi nha tam cong cong nifa. Nhung
hom qua thi nghe dau ngudi gilp viéc nghi lam nén c6 dy ngai tu
dun nudgc.”

“Nha tam dé & dau?”

“La Asahi cach day khoang 50 mét vé phia ga a.”

“Thé nan nhan ghé qua nha chi cé viéc gi quan trong khéng?”

“A khdng, chi 13 chuyén may va kiém thém thu nhdp cla t6i thoi
a... Chung toi dirng ngoai cong trao doi dudc khoang mudi phut roi
cb ay vé."

“Sau day chi c6 dé y thdy bén nha nay cd gi khac la khéng?”

“"Cé em chong t6i cung ban nd & trén tang hai thi may ra méi
nhin sang dugc cong nha bén nay. T6i qua hai dUa chdi guitar trén
dd sudt tur 9 gid dén 11 gid ma. Dé t6i vé hoi xem nod cd thay gi la
khong...”

"Vang, nhd chi vay. Khdng bi€t chj con co gi Ign cgn trong long
khong, vé nguyén nhan cla vu an nay chang han?”

"Da... T6i cling chju thoi a... Tuy nhién, cd 8y xdm trd nhu thé
thi cé dinh vao may vu thanh toan lan nhau cla yakuza cling khong
phai la la... Nhung ngudi thudng ching toi lam sao ma hiéu noi.”

TU nhitng thay d6i du 1a nhé nhat trén nét mat chi Kotaki,
Eiichiro da phan nao ndm dugc vi tri cua ngudi phu ni tén Kinue
trong mat hang xom lang giéng. C6 chang qua chi nhu dau noi trén



mat nudc, khong tai nao hoa nhap dudc vdi cudc soéng & khu dan cu
truyén théng nay. Hinh xdm tugng trung cho qua kha cia Kinue da
vO thic gieo vao long chi Kotaki va cac ba ndi trg quanh day mot noi
ac cam vo hinh, su giau c6 cla co chi cang khién ndé am i khon
ngudi. Thao nao Eiichiro khong nhin ra dugc nét dong cam hay xot
thuong nao & chi Kotaki, du chi ta vira trong thay tinh hinh tir thi
Kinue.

“Cam dn chi. C6 gi can hoi thi téi sé cho cap dudi qua nha sau,
tam thdi chi vé dudc r6i.”

Chi Kotaki khé cui dau chao r6i lap tdc rgi khoi phong. Nhin chi
ta hap tap budc di, ai cling hiéu la chi khdng muén quay lai ngdi nha
vUa xay ra vu an tham khoc nay thém bat ki [an nao nira. Tdi khi chi
ta khuat dang, Eiichiro méi cuGi tru.

Ti€p do la mot loat bao cdo cap nhat két qua diéu tra tinh tdi
thoi di€ém hién tai.

“Pa tim ra thong tin cd ban vé ngudi gilp viéc r6i a. CO ta tén
Yoshida Fusako, s6ng tai 16 263, xa Tanashi, huyén Kitatama, nam
nay 23 tubi. Dua trén IGi khai cia hang xom thi ¢ ta da nghi lam tu
hai, ba hdom trudc, nhung xét theo gidy thong hanh thi téi hom qua
c6 ta mdi rdi di.”

“Cau em chong cua chi Kotaki khai la khong thay ai ra vao nha
nay trong khoang tur 9 tGi 11 gid t6i qua a.”

“Tudng bao quanh nha lam bang bé tong, cao hon hai mét, bs
tudng rai thay tinh nén dung thang ciling khong thé vugt qua dudc.
TU dé du thay hung tha da di cong chinh hodc cong phu dé ra mat
dudng.”

“Theo I6i hang xém thi khoang 7 gi& tdi qua, cd ngudi do xe
trudc cong rbéi van chuyén do dac vao trong nha nay. Xe con thoi
chr khéng phai xe tai dau a. D6 van chuyén cé vé cling khong I6n
lam.”

“Xét tir miéng vét thucong thi nhiéu kha ndng thi thé nan nhéan
da bi mot ké khong chuyén dung cua cat rdi ngay sau thdi diém tlr
vong.”



“T6i dd qua nha tam Asahi hoi thdm. Dung la t6i qua Kinue da
téi d6. Vi nan nhan mang trén minh hinh xam ddc trung, lai t6i vao
cudGi ngay nén ngudi quan ly & day van nhd ro la co ta dén trudc 8
gid va ¢ dé khoang hai mugai phat.”

Nghe xong bdo cdo cudi cung, Eiichiro lién chdp mat doi ba ban
roi dua ra nhan dinh. “Thdi di€m tir vong nhiéu kha ndng la trong
khoang 6 tGi 12 gid t6i qua... Co sai léch thi cling chi trong khoang
ba muai phut tdi mot ti€éng la cung. Nhung ngudi phu nit nay chac
chan con so6ng cho tdi tdm 8 giG 40 phut. Van dé nam & khoang thdi
gian tU 8 gid 40 phut téi 12 gid dém. Ching ta sé xuc tién diéu tra
theo hudng nay, cac cau ro chua?”

Vua hay luc ay, chuyén vién giam dinh buGc vao phong vdi nét
mat cang thang. Xem ching cdng doan kham nghiém van tay ciling
da hoan thanh.

“Bdo cao trudng phong, khdng tinh nan nhan thi ching toi xac
dinh dudc nam mau van tay trong ngdi nha nay, gobm ba nam va hai
n{r. Tat ca déu con rat mdi.”

“Ba nam hai n{r a... Cr cho mét la cia ngudi gilp viéc, mot la
cla Takezo nhan tinh nan nhan, vay con hai nam mét nir. Kenzo!”

Pang ngdi co ro § mot géc phong nhu meo con vé nha mdi,
Kenzo bong giat nay minh khi bi anh trai goi tén.

“Chu c6 biét dudng ma tranh dé lai van tay khdng day?”

“C6 a, thay Hayakawa nhdac nhd nén em da chu y khong cham
vao thd gi. Ca luc goi dién em cling dung khan mui soa 16t 6ng
nghe.”

“Dé chac chan, phién anh cho t6i kiém tra mdt chit dudc
khong?”

Kenzo danh chia tay ra theo yéu cau cla chuyén vién giam
dinh.

“Khdng van dé gi. Khdng triing véi m&y mau van tay dugc tim
thay.” Chuyén vién giam dinh thé phao nhe nhom.

“Can tic vo 4y ndy. Cau sang chd tién si Hayakawa kiém tra not
xem sao. Nhan tién nhd tién si qua day giup t6i véi.”



Chuyén vién giam dinh chay di r6i 1ap tlic quay lai théng bao,
“Van tay cua tién si cling khong khdp dau a.”

“Thé a. Cau vat va r6i.”

Eiichiro lién tuc phi phéo khéi thubc, dung nhu cai biét danh
“Pau may xe Iira” ma ngudi ta dat cho anh. Nét buc doc sot rudt
hién rd trong cdp mat tinh tdo. Cling khd ma trach dugc. Bao nhiéu
nam trong nghe, nhung mai tGi gic anh mdi gép phai mot vu an
mang phong kin, da thé thi thé lai con mat than.

MGt IUc sau, tién si Hayakawa cling budc vao. Anh nhin sic sao
dang sau I8p kinh can day cOp cho thdy 6ng da phan nao tran tinh
va lay lai dugc nét diém dam dén lanh lung dac trung cia mot nha
khoa hoc.

“Tién si Hayakawa phai khong a? T6i la Matsushita Eiichiro,
trudng phong diéu tra S Canh sat Tokyo. Cam dn thay da lubn
quan tam t&i cdu em t6i.”

“A, hda ra cau I3 anh trai cdu Kenzo? Nghe danh d& lau nay méi
dugc gap, quy hoa qua.” Tién si lich thiép cui dau dap €.

“Ban nay nhiéu viéc qua nén t6i chua kip chao hoi gi, vo phép

qua,...,,
“A, c6 gi dau. Hoan canh nay thi biét lam sao dugc. Nhung may
cau cap dudi cla cau hai thi€u phép tac day. Toi vira bi ho lay dau
van tay xong. Bgi dén khi hién phap dugc sra doi thi khong lam thé
dudc nira dau.”

“Vang, chiing tdi cling khdng mudn phai thét 1€ nhu vy, nhung
ti€n si va chu em toi ddy la ngudi phat hién ra thi thé va co kha
nang vo y dé lai dau tay ¢ dau do. Thuc té€ kham nghiém hién
trudng phat hién téi nam loai van tay khac nhau, trong dé ma cé
dau tay cua tién si hay em trai t6i thi cling d& mat cong diéu tra.”

“Ra vay. M6t phép cong trir don gian. Nam trir X bang Y. nhung
dd cling la han ché cua phuong phap diéu tra dua trén khoa hoc.
VGi may phép toan cap mot kiéu day thi khong pha giai dudc vu an
nay dau.”



“C4 thé tién si hi vong mdt vi tham tr tai ba cd Sherlock Holmes
s& xuat hién va Iat tdy moi bi 8n mdt cach nhanh gon nhu trong tiéu
thuyét trinh tham, nhung thuc té khong don gian nhu vay dau a. Gia
du c6 ndm hudng diéu tra thi du biét bén trong s6 dé la hoan toan
phi cong, ching t6i van phai cung Iuc ti€n hanh trén cd nam hudng
dé rut ra dudc két ludn. Nghe cd vé vong vo thiéu hiéu qua, nhung
thudng thi do lai la con dudng ngan nhat.”

“Qua doi tAm thudng. Néu 1a giét ngudi cudp cla I&dng nhing
thi cong nhén cac cdu cd thé bat dugc thi pham bang méy cong
thic todn cap mot ay, nhung cau nén biét ké gay ra vu nay la mot
thién tai vdi IQ nhiéu han ching ta mot, hai con s6 day. Cé ap dung
hinh hoc phi Euclid thi may ra mdi an thua.”

“Ti€n si mudn bao ching tbi hay coi hai cong hai bang nam u?”

“Muobn thanh nam hay thanh ba ciing dugc. Tuy trudng hdp ma
hai dudng thang song song con giao nhau cc ma.”

“Ti€c la ching ta lai dang sbng trong thé gidi ma hai dudng
thang song song khdng bao giG giao nhau.”

M&c cho Eiichiro chdm biém, tién si Hayakawa van tiép tuc,
“Tédm lai, mot ké so sudt dén dd dé dau van tay lai hién trudng thi
khong gay ra ndi tdi &c day tinh nghé thudt thé kia dudc. Tuy chi Ia
mot tay bac si quén, nhung t6i cling nghién cltu kha ki mang toi
pham hoc. Vu an nay qua that da khién t6i si’ng s6t khong ndi nén
IGi day. Phanh thay Iy ding phan than minh c6 hinh xam, r6i bang
cach nao do rai khoi can phong khéa kin... Mot tdi ac hoan hao. Ke
dd da nang tay trén cua t6i. Thé la may anh em Jiraiya, Tsunade,
Orochimaru déu chét ca roi. B6 suu tap cua toi lai mat di mot tu' liéu
quy gia nira. That dang tiéc!”

“Khéng ti€c 16i tan ducng thu pham nhu thé, chang € tién si
biét chan tudng cua ké dé sao?”

“Chuyén nay thi khdng thé trach tdi dugc. Khai niém thién ac va
cdm quan thdm my von la hai pham tru hoan toan khac biét. Canh
sat cac cau chac ghét hinh xam téi mirc thay ai xam minh la déu lién
tudng ngay dén toi pham cudp cua, giét nguGi. Nhung thuc té€ dau
phai thé€. Ngay ca & cac nudc Au-My van minh bac nhat thé qidi,



vuong hau quy toc va tang I6p thugng Iuu van thuGng xuyén xam
minh. Khong nhitng vay, ho con nhat loat cong nhan rang nghé
thuat xam minh cta Nhat Ban la dinh cao khong dau sanh bang. Toi
khong xui dai cau lam gi, hay thi gat 1ap trudng canh sat sang mot
bén ma quan sat bdng thdm my thudn tly xem, ciu sé thdy trong
dd chlra day nét dep la ki. Cé Ié Nhat Ban nén nhéan dip thua tran
ma bai bo Iénh cam xam* di thoi.”

“"Qua la nha nghién cltu dau nganh vé nghé thuat xam minh.
nhung d&€ hdm nao thu tha téi sé thinh gido tién si sau. Con bay gid,
xin dugc hdi tai sao hom nay tién si lai tGi day a?”

“Pon gian théi. Chang la Kinue c6 tham du va gianh giai nhat
tai cudc thi hinh xam hém 20 vira roi. Co ta chang ngai thoat y trudc
mat ban dan thién ha, vdy ma nhat quyét khdng chiu cho t6i chup
lay mét tam anh. To6i phai nai ni mai c6 ta mdi mém long, khong
hi€u thé nao con dong y nhugng lai ca anh hinh xdm cdia anh trai va
em gai nifa. Sang qua cb ta goi dién dén nha va hen toi 9 giG hom
nay qua day. Tdi nci bam chudng mai khong dudc, lai thay cira phu
dé md, tdi bén budc vao va gdp ngay mdt ciu thanh nién dang tho
dau qua khe hd trén clra chdn mua ngd vao nha. Téi c tudng la
trom, hda ra la cau Kenzo. Nghe cau ay bao coé vét mau, t6i ciling
thir nhin xem sao thi dung la thé that. Khdng nhirng vay, trong nha
con rat bura bdn. Linh cdm cé chuyén chang lanh, ching toi lién
danh liéu budc vao va tim ki€m khap nha, nhung chang thu hoach
dugc gi. Mai tdi khi nghe ti€ng nudc chay trong phong tdm, t6i mdi
nhom qua khe nut trén clra va phat hién th(r gi nhu canh tay ngudi
bi chat dit lia. Clra phong tam thi khong mé dugc. Nghi rdng tay ma
khong nén x4 ré thém nira, t6i bén kéu cau Kenzo goi dién cho canh
sat. Dai dé la thé.”

Tién si trinh bay mach lac, nghe qua thi khdng c6 diém nao béat
hdp ly. Tuy nhién, giong diéu 6ng khi€én ngudi nghe cam thay nhu
dang ngam bi cham biém, khich bac. Cé I€ dé la phong cach 6ng
Xua nay.

“Chi c6 vay théi a?”



“U thi ngoai muc dich chinh la I8y may td&m anh ra, t6i con dinh
thira cd thuong thao chuyén mua lai mang da cé hinh xam
Orochimaru...”

“"Mua lai da ngugi?” Eiichiro von biét tién si Hayakawa co sé
thich khac ngudi, nhung di’ng trudc tinh canh nay, anh khéng khoi
bat binh trudc 16i ndi chang chit y t& cda 6ng. “Tién day cho toi hoi
la ti€n si lam gi trong khoang 6 dén 12 gid t6i qua?”

"0, bay gid cdu mubn hdi xem tdi co chlirng c* ngoai pham
khong a?” Tién si Hayakawa dap vGi giong cham biém. “Xem ra toi
cling bi coi nhu mot dbi tugng tinh nghi r6i. NéEu t6i khong tra |0i
cau héi ay thi c6 sao khong?”

“Téi chua thé ndi trude dude gi, nhung mong tién si tra I8i gitp
cho. Nhu thé thi sau nay cling d& phién phic.”

“Xin dudc tU chdi. T6i khong truc ti€p lién quan tdi vu an nay,
chang cd ly do gi d& canh sat cac ciu can thiép vao ddi tu’ ciia mot
cong dan lucng thién ca.”

“Cong dan luong thién u? HO trg canh sat phd an cling 13 nghia
vu cla cong dan ludng thién day?”

“Toi ndi roi con gi. Néu viéc t6i qua tdi lam lién quan truc ti€p
tGi vu an thi tdi san sang k& ra. Nhung né chang lién quan gi, nén
t6i khong c6 nghia vu phai khai bao vdi cac cau.”

“Vay thi t6i phai mdi tién si vé s& thoi.”

“Tai sao?”

“Wi tién si cling la m6t nghi pham cd kha nang da sat hai
Nomura Kinue.”

Eiichiro chaoi bai nglra bang I3i uy hiép truc ti€p. Tuy nhién, tién
si Hayakawa chdng c6 vé gi la dao dong, 6ng cham mét di€u Peace
v@i nét mat khich bac con 10 liéu han trudc.

“Trudng phong a, xem chung diéu tra vién hang dau Nhat Ban
nhu cau cling co lic khdng dugc minh man 1am nhi. Cau dinh 13y cé
gi dé tam gilr tdi? Khdng bang ching truc ti€p, khdong déng co,
khong tinh tiét Igi ich lién ddi gi... T6i con la ho hang cua Takezo,
chong nan nhan nita. Gia du ngugi bi giét la Takezo thi may ra cau



méi cd ly do dé ma nghi ngd t6i. Chir bdo t6i vi dam mé suu tap
hinh xam ma san sang giét mot mang ngudi thi cé phan phi ly qua.”
Tién si rit mot hai thudc roi ti€p tuc. “Ma cau dung tudng loai truir
nghi can bang ching cf ngoai pham la sé gilp pha giadi vu an nay.
L6i suy luan ay la cuc ki sai [am day. Cau nghi mot thién tai du kha
nang gay ra toi ac nay lai khong biét dudng tu tao bang ching
ngoai pham sao? Llc nay han la hdn d& chuan bi xong bang chiing
hoan hao va dang ngbi cudi nhitng no luc nhu da trang xe cat cua
canh sat ddy. Thay vi phi thdi gian thdm van i, cdc cdu nén don
stiic vao nhitng viéc khac cé ich han, nhu nghién clu nghé thuat
xam minh chdng han.”

Nay giG ngbi canh theo doi dién bién cau chuyén, Kenzo khong
khoi it nhiéu h6i hop trudc nhirng 1Gi 1€ sac bén va giong di€éu nhu
muodn thach thi’c cd quan diéu tra cla ti€n si Hayakawa. Anh cam
thay thai do cua 6ng khac han thudng ngay.

TruGc nhitng IGi € @y, trudng phong Eiichiro hoi dé6 mat. Anh va
ti€n si c thé€ im 1ang nhin nhau trong vai phut, su’ cang thang dang
ngap can phong.

“Ha ha ha...” Cudi cung, su céng thdng dugc pha v3 bang tiéng
cudi cla Eiichiro. "That Ié qua! Vi nghi tién si la ngudi tudng tan su
tinh nhat nén t6i mdi th(r tha moi thoi, ch(r t6i dau dam nghi ngd
6ng la thi pham. Mong tién si dirng dé bung va c( ra vé tu nhién a.”

Tién si Hayakawa né mét nu cuGi dac thdng, ding day, cdi dau
13y 1& d€ chao trudng phong Eiichiro bdy gid van ngdi yén trén chiéu,
roi quay lung di nhu mot gido vién vira két thac bai giang va rdi khéi
15p.

“Ishikawa!” Eiichiro cat ti€ng goi va danh mat ra hiéu cho cap
duGi bam theo tién si. “Qua la mot 1o kho chiu. Cai It cudng si thar
gi qua da déu nhu vay ca. Binh thudng van hiéu chuyén va biét cach
Ung XU hgp 1€, cd ma c’ cham phai noc la chdng lai hda thanh mot
dam than kinh bat 6n. Tay ti€n si nay hdn phai ndm rd nhiéu uan
khiic cGia vu én, nhung cl nhu by gid thi chua thé bat 130 khai ra gi
dugc.” Eiichiro quay sang phia vién thanh tra gan dé va dua ra nhan
dinh, nhung trdng anh cr nhu dang tu’ 1am bam vay.



Plng lic 8y, Kenzo bong ditng bat day. “Anh &, mau qua day
mot chat.” Noéi doan kéo tay anh trai chay ra vudn, vong dén mat
sau phong tam, anh khung lai roi hét 1én. “Ddéng phim kinh may anh
dau hét r6il?”

“Sao thé? Chu dang ndi vé cai gi vay?”

“Sau khi tim thy thi thé, chiing em tan bd quanh vudn, va tién
si Hayakawa cd phat hién dugc may manh vG cua phim kinh may
anh.”

“Phim kinh u? Chu cé thay hinh gi trén d6 khong?”

“Khéng a. Tai dung luc dién thoai reo nén em chay vao nha
nghe may. Sau day thi canh sat dén nén em cling quén bang di
mat.”

“Trong luc chd nghe may thi ti€n si lam gi?”

“Thay &y van & ngoai vudn thoi a.”

“Vay a? Co |é tién si da tranh thu ldc ay gidu di rbi, ch( doi dén
tan Iic bon anh tdi thi du la ai cling chdng con cd hoi lam gi niTa.
Ldo ma khong tay may thi bén giam dinh hién trudng da phat hién
ra roi.”

“Gig clr dé yén sao a?”

“"Khong, anh da cho nguGi bam theo tién si. Ldo ma mang vat
chirng rdi khoi hién trudng thi ching ta cé thé Iat ngugc thé co.”
Eiichiro nhéch mép cudi dac thdng, nhung cling nghiém mat lai ngay
va goi cap dudi. “Goi cho ngudi & ga Shimo-Kitazawa... Ca shibuya
va Shinjuku nifa. Bado ho la néu thay diéu tra vién Ishikawa thi lién
lac lai ngay. Tién si Hayakawa vura [én mang may manh v3 cua phim
kinh may anh rdi khdi nha nay. Ching ta sé 1ay dé lam chi'ng cr dé
bat [3o vé sé.” Anh ra Iénh.

“Trudng phong, mdi anh xem qua cai nay.” M6t diéu tra vién
budc vao, trén tay la mot cudn album sdn ci.

Thay Eiichiro nhan 13y cubn album, Kenzo lién ghe lai xem cung
anh trai. Tdm anh dau tién da bi cdt xén, nhung phan con du van du
khi€n nhirng ngudi nhu ti€n si Hayakawa phai them thuéng nhé dai.
Sau tdm anh khda than ctia mét c6 gai vdi lan da trang mudt khong



ti vét, nhitng dudng kim [an lugt xuat hién trén bap tay, roi dan da
pha kin lung c6. Toan bd qua trinh xam minh cla c6 dudc ghi lai
trong han mudi tam anh.

Bong mdt phong bi béng gidy xi mang binh dan rai ra khdi cudn
album. Ngoai phong bi cé dau buu dién dé ngay 23. Bén trong la I3
thu viét trén nén gidy ré tién bang nét bt nguéch ngoac clia dan
ong. NGi dung von ven may cau nhu sau.

Kinue, lau roi khong gap. Co chua quén nhiing gi da lam voi toi
chu? Chuan bi nhan lai ca goc lan 1ai di nhé. Toi sé giét co roi Iot da
lay hinh xam.

Di nhién la khong thay ki tén ngudi guri.

“Bang chirng day roi!” Eiichiro dua lai album cho cap dudi. Bling
lic nay diéu tra vién Takizawa tu tru sG Tap doan Mogami & Ogikubo
cling goi dién vé dé bao cao tinh hinh.

“Takezo ndi vdi ngudi & day la di du lich rGi rgi van phong tu
tam 1 gid chiéu qua. Tu do téi nay khong rd tung tich y ra sao. TOi
cé tim thay may mau vé hang hai cua tau téc hanh di Shizuoka va
Osaka bi xé vun vut trong thung rac.”

“Inazawa thi sao?”

“C6 dau hiéu kha nghi. Toi ca chac ga dang nam gilt bi mat nao
dd. Bay gid ap giai ga vé sd hay thé nao a...?”

“Dan g3 tdi day. Dan mat gd bang thi thé nan nhan trudc da.”
Eiichiro cao giong ra Iénh roi gac may, trong dau tham xu ly va tong
hdp hang loat dir kién vura ap dén. B6 qua may chi tiét vun vat, chi
gilr lai nhitng gi hitu ich nhat, t d6 vach ra phuong cham diéu tra
cd ban. D6 la cong viéc cua mot trudng phong diéu tra.

Thoat trong thi day la moét vu giét ngudi hét siic ki quai va roi
ram, nhung ban than anh ciling tirng trai nghiém nhiéu vu an phuc
tap khong kém... Eiichiro c6 dan long nhu thé dé khdi mat binh tinh.
Anh budc ra vudn, vira dao quanh vtra hat thém may diéu thudc.
Toan bo hé than kinh cla Eiichiro chi dang tap trung vao mot diéu
duy nhat, rang khdng biét tién si Hayakawa sé mac phai thién la dia
vong ma anh da giang san nhu thé nao...



Khéng thdy cé bdo cdo gi ti ga Shimo-Kitazawa. Ca Shibuya lan
Shinjuku cling vay.

Hay la 1ao tron r6i...? Eiichiro bat giac nhin dong ho va thé dai
khi suy nghi ay thoang qua tam tri. Nhung chac chan Ishikawa sé
theo sat ti€n si Hayakawa khong khac gi chd san deo bam con moi.
Khéng ly nao ciu ta lai that bai ca. S& 6n thdi.

Eiichiro chdm thém moét di€u thubc rdi ngang dau li€c nhitng
dam may vi tich troi trén nén trdi mua ha.



ﬂ Nhirng ngudi dan 6ng quanh cb gai xam
minh

Inazawa Yoshio tai mét mat khi dugc diéu tra vién Takizawa ap
giai dén hién trudng vu an. Ga dao mat nhin quanh vdi vé bon chon,
ngudi cU run Ién tung chap. Ga hai li€c vé phia Kenzo, nhung lai Iap
tlrc lang tranh anh mat anh.

“Kenzo.” Eiichiro cat ti€ng goi em trai roi dat cau hoi chi mang
tinh xac nhan cho didng thu tuc. “Co phai ban ndy chd da bat gap
ngudi dan 6ng nay khong?”

“Vang, chac chan khong nham dau a.”

“Pudc roi, vao day.”

Ho budc vao can phong 13m2, nai thadm van Inazawa Yoshio.

“Chac anh ciing biét tai sao minh dugc dua tdi day roi ch(?”

“Da, khong...”

“Xin anh cho biét tén ho va tudi tac.”

“Inazawa Yoshio, 45 tudi.”

“Anh lam nghé gi?”

“Xay dung a. T6i dang lam quan ly & Tap doan Mogami.”

“Bugc roi. Bay gid phién anh cho chiing t6i Idy mau van tay.”

Inazawa nao nung thay ro, run ray chia hai tay ra ma khdng ndi
dugc I5i nao. Lay mau xong, chuyén vién giam dinh sang phong
khac, roi lai quay vao, ghé tai Eiichiro thi tham.



“C6 gai chi nha nay la nhan tinh clia 6ng chd anh, nén chac
anh cling ting tdi day roi nhi?”

“Vang, thi thoang tbi cé ghé qua dua tién cac thd...”

“T&i qua anh cling t&i dé dua tién a?”

“Da khong, tbi qua thi...”

“Sang nay anh mdi ra vé phai khong?”

“Lam sao c6 chuyén ay dugc a.”

“"Khéi can gia vd gia vit. Cau day da thay anh mang theo mét
boc d6 rGi khoi nha nay. Boc do mau tim. Anh con lién tuc doi né tu
tay nay sang tay kia véi vé bon chon...”

Nhirng IGi nay rd rang la don chi mang giang vao Inazawa. Ga
guang cudi toan che day noi long, nhung mat méo xeo nhu sdp 0a
khéc dén nai, miéng can Idy di€u thuéc ma hai tay lay bay mai
khéng danh ndi diém.

"Sao? Mau ngoan ngoan khai ra. Chinh anh da giét Kinue phai
khong? Phan than cua thi thé dau r6i?”

piéu thudc roi khoi mdi Inazawa. G3 dd ngudi téi trude, hai tay
chdng xubng chi€u, mat ngudc nhin Eiichiro roi thét 1én thong thiét,
“Khong, khong phai toi dau. Khi toi téi day thi c6 Kinue da chét roi.”

“Pugc, ké ra xem nao.”

“That ra toi von van dem 10ng si mé cd Kinue. C4 bi ché cudi 1
gia dau con ngu dai thi t6i cling xin nhan. Dai khai la sau vai lan tGi
ddy theo Iénh 6ng chu, t6i da bi c6 ay hdp hon. Long toi luc ay that
chang khac gi mdy thang choai choai vat miii chua sach. Nhat Ia tir
khi 1én ngam dudc hinh xam trén lung Kinue, t6i cang bi vé dep ki la
dy am anh dén muc chang con biét ding sai phai trai gi nifa. Hon
b6n chuc tudi dau, vg con dé hug, ma lai di to tudng ngudi dan ba
ctia 6ng chu... T6i van tu nha nhu vay dé dan long kiém ché, nhung
chang an thua. Khai niém luan thudng dao ly trong t6i cr nhu’ da bi
danh bay mat ti€u. Roi toi ngo I6i tan tinh Kinue mot cach hét suc
nghiém tdc. Ban dau co ay chi cudi trur roi thang thing tur chdi, con
doa ‘Anh ndi gi vay chi? T6i di mach chong t6i bay gid. Nhung xét
xuat than cta cb ay va kinh nghiém tinh trudng cta minh, toi I maG



cadm thay van con cd hoi, nén clf c6 mét day ngd I3i hét [an nay dén
lan khac. Dan da, hinh nhu tdm chéan tinh cta t6i cling khién c6 ay
mui long it nhiéu. TU khoang mudi ngay trudc, thai do Kinue bat
dau thay déi. Dén hém kia, cd &y da lan dau tién cho téi mot ciu tra
|0i day tinh y, hay tin 6ng chl sdp bat tau chiéu di cong tac
Shizuoka va Osaka, c6 ay mdi bao t6i la *Hen gdp anh vao 12 gid
dém mai nhé. Chap tdi thi con tai vach mach rirng Iam. Chong toi di
cong tac r6i, ngudi gilp viéc cling nghi nira’... Nghe vay, long toi
lang lang nhu & trén may. Toi c’ ngd cudi cung minh cling c6 dugc
tam than ngoc nga vdi hinh xam tuyét my ay, rang minh sé dugc
théa nguyén udc bao lau nay...”

Nghe giong diéu Inazawa Idc nay, khé ma phéan biét dugc ga
dang khai bdo trong phong thdm van hay dang tu man chuyén gid
trang cia minh nira. Nhung du thé nao thi co vé ga cling khéng noi
doi. Eiichiro chdm chd Idng nghe ting IGi cia Inazawa, trong long
cam thady céng thang dén ki la.

“Thé la toi qua t6i ghé quan quen & Shibuya, dinh bung sé lam
vai chén trong Iuc chd dén gid hen. Nhung ngbi mot ldc, toi lai bon
chon n6n nao va suc nghi ra la dén gdp cb ay trong bd dang say
mem cd I€ cling khdng hay, nén hon 8 giG mot chut la da ddng day
va lén tau di Shimo-Kitazawa. Dén ndi la khoang 8 ruGi. T6i ghé vao
quan nudc ngay trudc clra ga, lam mot cdc ca phé da, vira dé gia
rugu, vira dé tranh néng. Dugc khodng mudi 1dm phut, téi rdi quan
va téi day. Ping ngoai cong, t6i thdy bén trong da tat den im lim.
Dau sao van chua tGi gid hen, ngoai dudng ciling con ngudi lai vang,
nén toi lai tan bd thém mat luc cho bGt nong ngudi. Tam 10 rudi, di
ngang qua cong mot lan nia, t6i mat hét kién nhan va nghi hay 1a
vao quach trong nha cho rdi. Bdng lic ddy t6i nhan ra trén clra s
tang hai nha bén c6 mét cau hoc sinh dang chaoi guitar, co thé trong
xubng cho tbi dang ding. S bi bat gap thi sau nay lai phién, t6i c6
dgi thém mot Iic nira. D6 11 gig, khi nha bén cling da tat den, toi
mdi di 16i cdng phu vao san.”

“Khoan d&. TUr chd anh dgi thdy dugc c6ng nha nay ch(?”

“Céa”



“Thé trong khoang tur 10 ruGi dén 11 giG, anh co thay ai ra vao
qua I6i cdng chinh khdng?”

“Khong a.”

“Budc roi, anh ké tiép di.”

"Di nhién 1& cdng chinh van khda kin, nén vao san xong, toi
vong ra cho cira chdp chan mua & sau nha. Bung nhu da hen, mét
tdm clra van dé ma. T6i bén thdo nd ra va budc vao trong nha, khé
goi ‘Kinue di’, nhung khong thay ai tra IGi. Nghi la cd khi c6 ay ngu,
toi cr thé qua phong ngu, nhung chan dém con chang thady dau chd
dirng noi dén ngudi. Dang s6i mau vi tudng bi Itra, t6i lai nghe ti€éng
nudc xé xe & cudi hanh lang, r6i tu minh hgp ly hda van dé la cb ay
dang tam nén mdi ngugng ngung khéng dam Ién ti€ng. Toi budc téi
cra phong tam, goi tén Kinue [an nita. Van khong ai dap 16i. Tiéng
nudc van chay, nhung la la khong con dong tinh gi khac bén trong.
B4y gid t6i mdi h6t hoang van tay nam, chi dé thdy la khdng sao lay
chuyén dugc canh ctra dy. Bing Ilc lai phat gidc tdt minh am am
nhom nhdp, hda ra la da giam phai nhitng vét mau trén hanh lang.”

Nhu s6ng lai ndi kinh hai IGc b8y gid, Inazawa nudt nudc bot
danh uc roi méi tiép tuc, “Tdi toan bd chay vi sg, nhung cling ndi
con td6 mo vé tinh hinh trong phong tam. Trén canh clra c6 mot vét
ndt nho, da dé chdt anh sdng bén trong hat ra hanh lang. Tdi danh
li€u ngd vao qua vét nit ay va lap tlc héi han. Vira trong thay thr
gi d6 nhu canh tay dat lia, t6i da that kinh dén chét sirng ra day.
Phai mat mot Iic t6i mdi dinh than dugc dé chay khdi nha, nhung
chuyén tau cubi ngay rdi ga mat r6i. T6i khong nhé sau dé thé nao
nira, chi bi€t mai 3 gid sang mdi vé dén nha minh & Omori trong
trang thai hodng loan. Hinh &nh canh tay dat lia c hién hién trudc
mat toi. ToOi thirc trang dén sang, roi bang hoang nhan ra mot viéc
hét sirc hé trong, la da bé quén boc d6 dung chiéc tui xach mua &
Shibuya hém qua dé€ tang cho Kinue. Khdong nhitng vay, trén I6p vai
boc con théu tén toi.”

Inazawa dua chiéc khan mui soa vo nhau ndy giG Ién tham mo
héi lanh trén tran, “Toi chang biét phai Iam sao nifa, nhung van hiéu
la chirng c khi€én minh bi nghi ngd thi khéng thé bo chong cha &



hién truéng. Dan do mot hoi, toi quyét tam Idy lai boc d6, nén bo ca
bira sang, tdc toc quay lai day. Luc dé da han 8 giG, nhung may sao
ngoai dudng con rat vang. Toi tranh thd [én vao nha thi thdy bén
trong tanh banh nhu bi trdm dot nhap. T6i qua chang hé cd dau vét
gi nhu vay, nén toi cang sg. Toi voi tim quanh nha va phat hién ra
boc do rai trén hanh lang trudc phong tam. T6i mirng rd nhat 1dy no
roi lao ra vudn, ngd nghiéng thdm do tinh hinh ngoai dudng. Chac
chan la khong cé ai qua lai roi, t6i mdi an tam budc ra va di vé
hudng ga Shimo-Kitazawa. Sau d6 tdi d6i tau & Shinjuku va dén
Ogikubo, roi & miét van phong cho téi ban nay.” L&i khai cua
Inazawa dén day la hét.

“Nghia 13 dén trong phong tdm van ludn bat?” Eiichiro v6n van
lang im nghe khai bao, Ilc nay chut dat cau hoi.

“Vang.”

“Anh khong tat no6 di ch(?”

“Khong a.”

“Kenzo, lai day véi anh.” Eiichiro drng ddy, dan Kenzo ra hanh
lang r6i hoi vdi vé nghiém trong. “Luc chd phat hién thi thé thi dén
trong phong tam co6 bat khong?”

“Em khdéng dévy..."

“Chu khong dong vao cong tac ch ha?”

“Vang, khong hé.”

“Tién si thi sao?”

“Em khong biét.”

“Trong IUc chu di goi dién cho s& canh sat, tién si & dau?”

“Thay 8y van ding trudc clra phong tdm thoi a.”

“TU cho dién thoai cé nhin dugc vao khu day khéng?”

“Khong a.”

“Tlc la chd khong biét tién si da lam gi trong khoang thdi gian
ay?”

“Vang.”



“HUm... Khi bon anh tdi hién trutng thi dén phong tam tat roi,
ma cong tac lai nam trén tudng hanh lang...” Eiichiro dam chiéu nhin
em trai, miéng lam bam day an y.

“Nghia la sao ha anh?”

“Anh chi hoi ban tdm mdt chdt thoi. Néi thé nao nhi, kiéu nhu
giac quan th( sau cua canh sat ay... Theo tdm ly chung cua toi
pham, hung thu gidu xac ghé’t vao phong kin nhdm tri hodn viéc
ngudi ta phat hién ra thi thé nan nhan. Nhu vay thi dang 1€ han phai
khda voi nudc va tat den dom can than. Phai chang Inazawa da noi
dGi? Hay la ti€én si cO tinh tat den? Xoay quanh diém nay con rat
nhiéu nghi van can lam sang to...”

N&i vy nhung khi quay lai d€ tiép tuc tham vén, Eiichiro khdng
truy cu gi thém vé dién nudc ma chuyén sang hoi vé quan hé giira
Kinue va Mogami Takezo.

“Anh co biét Takezo di dau, lam gi tr hdm qua tdi giG khong?”

“Nhu ban nay t6i da khai, t6i qua 6ng chu cé lich di Shizuoka,
nhung tam 2 gid chiéu, 6ng ay nhan dién thoai réi noi la s€ ghé qua
dau do trudc khi xuat phat, khdng can dua tién gi ca va rdi khoi van
phong... Giong 6ng chi nghe buc boi Idm. T d6 tdi giG t6i chua gap
ong ay. Tam 5 giG chiéu t6i co goi dién vé nha riéng cia 6ng chu thi
nguai gilp viéc ndi la khong thay 6ng ay vé nha, nén tbi cr tuéng
ong ay di dau roi ra ga ludn. Nhung khi nhan vién truc ban téi qua
goi tdi khach san quen dudi Shizuoka tim 6ng chu ¢ viéc thi ho lai
bao la 6ng ay cling chua dén day.”

“Sang nay y ciing chua vé nha?”

“Vang, dung vay.”

“Tong tai san cta Takezo roi vao khoang bao nhiéu?”

“Tinh sA sd cling phai dudc bay tam tri€éu yén* a. Ngoai ra 6ng
chu con nhiéu tai san khé ma dinh gia chinh xac dugc nira...”

“Y ¢6 vg con gi khéng?”

"Vé hon nhan thi 16i suy nghi cta ong chu c6 hdi khac ngudi. Di
nhién ong ay chang ghét bo gi nhuc duc, tham chi con qua lai vGi
khong it c6, nhung nhat quyét khong két hon vdi ai ca. Ong chu hay



ndi [a ban than rat nhanh chan dan ba, nén chang dai gi ma két hon
cho phién phurc.”

“Néi vay thi véi Takezo, Kinue ciing chi la qua dudng ma thoi?”

“Ca nay thi co I€ hai khac a.”

“Khac thé nao...?”

“Ong chl von la mot tay &n chai khét tiéng, thay gai nhu thay
ao, nhung chua tung an nam vaéi c6 nao xam kin ngudi nhu Kinue.
Ban dau 6ng ay qua lai chi vi hiéu ki, nhung dan da nhu tring thudc
I, khong sao thoat ra dugc... Cé lan 6ng chu con than thaé vdi toi la
cU nhu bi ran quan riét, khong nhtc nhich dugc nita...”

“Ra vay. Khong ngd may hinh xam ay lai cé si’c mé hoac dén
thé. Ca nhan toi chi thay kinh tdm thoi.” Eiichiro lam bam, khién
Kenzo bat giac dé mat. “Takezo con than thich nao khong?”

“Mau mu rudt ra thi chi con cau em trai Hisashi théi a.”

“Quan hé cla y vdi tién si Hayakawa la thé nao?”

“Tién si Hayakawa la em trai cia me 6ng chu a.”

“Tlc la cau chau a! Ngd nhd Takezo cd ménh hé gi thi ai sé
thira ké tai san cua y?”

“Chac la cau em trai a. Chuyén nay t6i cling khong ro |am,
nhung hinh nhu 6ng chu ting trao doi viéc Iap va stra di chic véi
ludt su’ Sayama, c6 van phap luat clia cong ty ching t6i, co gi cac
anh th(r hoi bén day xem.”

“Takezo la nguGi thé nao?”

“T6i tu ndi ra thi cd I1é hai ki, nhung 6ng chud la ngudi hao hiép,
doi x&r véi nhan vién rat tot. Tuy nhién, néu niém tin bi phan bdi,
6ng chl sé chang coi ngudi ta ra cai tha gi... Ban tinh 6ng dy cling
cd phan c6 chap, san sang dung moi thd doan dé dat dugc muc dich
dat ra, du co phai ton sic dén dau di nira...”

“Tdc la anh cling kha liéu linh day nhi. Dam dat cugc dia vi va
tién do chi dé tan tinh c6 nang kia.”

\\Véng..."



Nét thuong cam va ai ngai khé thoang qua mat Eiichiro. Khong
biét d6 that gia dt'mg sai trong nhCrng Ii khai ciia Inazawa, ciing
chua thé nhan dinh rd rang la ga cd t6i hay vo can, nerng mai tinh
bi ai trai dao ly ciia ngudi dan éng ngoai t& tudn nay van co diém gi
do lay dong long ngudi.

“C6 Kinue cé qua lai v8i ngudi dan 6ng nao khac khong?”

“Ngay xua thi khong ro, nhung tu h6i dugc 6ng chu bao nubi thi
co 18 1a khong a. Kinue hi€u rat rd tinh 6ng chi. Véi ca cb 8y ting
bao 1a hinh xdm giéng nhu tin hiéu xua dudi cia déng vét, khién
dan 6ng binh thudng canh giac khong mubn ti€p can, khién co ay
chi quen toan mady ga xau xa chuyén an nam vdi nhirng a nac no...
ROi thi dan ba xam minh sé bi cu6n vao cai dam lay vo day ay, ca
ddi cling khdong ngoc dau 1én dudc... Giong Kinue khi dé rat buon,
nghe nhu than than trach phan vay.”

“Ngay xua thi khong rd u? Thé anh cd biét ga nao ting qua lai
v@i cb ta khong?”

“T6i khdng biét cu thé chi tiét, nhung tirng nghe Kinue k€ mot
chuyén. Day la khi mdi dugc biét vé hinh xam trén ngudi c6 ay. Qua
bat ngg, toi mdi bubt miéng khen la dén dan 6ng con khong du kién
nhan dé hoan thién hinh xdm, vy ma liéu yéu dao td nhu cd lai
xam dugc mot hinh nhu thé thi qua la dang né. Kinue chi cudi roi
bao la trong phuang nglr Kansai, hinh xam con dudc goi la ‘thu chai
thir sirc chiu dung’. Chiu dau, roi con chiu mat tién nira. Kinue noi vi
la con gai thg xam nén khong ton chi phi, ban than lai von thich xam
do dudc nubi day trong moi trudng ma ngudi than déu xam, khach
khira ban bé ciing chang ai dé€ lung tron ca... R6i con dua la mot khi
da bat dau xam thi chi cd nudc bd nha ra di mdi thoat dugc... NOi
xong cO ay lai cudi.”

“Hum...”

“"Khong biét cac anh cé tim dudc tam anh Kinue chup cung mot
ngudi dan 6ng khac chua? Tam anh ma ca hai déu khoa than ay.”

“Chua.”

“NéEu téi khong nham thi dd la nguGi dan 6ng xam hinh Kintaro
bat ca chép, cling la mdi tinh dau cta Kinue thi phai. Tay dé von la



thg anh, nhung sau nay lai d6 dén thanh yakuza. Ho quen r6i yéu
nhau trong thdai gian ga dén xam & nha Horiyasu. Kinue von da xam
tUr trudc day r6i, nhung chinh vi tay dé khich tudng nén c6 ay mdi
xam thém khdp ngudi.”

“Tay d6 tén gi?”

“T6i khong biét. Nghe dau hoi ¢ Yokohama cb ay cling qua lai
vGi mot ga yakuza, nhung hinh nhu gid ga do cling bét bat 1am roi.”

“Thé€ a. Con gi nira khong...?”

“T6i chi biét dén thé thoi a.”

“Pugc roi. Vay la xoay quanh nguGi phu nir nay cé ti nam
nguGi dan ong la anh, Mogami Takezo, ti€n si Hayakawa, tay tho
anh ngay xua va ga yakuza & Yokohama...”

Kenzo thd phao nhe nhdm khi khdng thdy minh bi diém danh.
Anh cling nhan ra Eiichiro nhan kha manh vao tién si Hayakawa khi
nhac dén nhifng ngudi dan 6ng quanh Kinue. Tién si Hayakawa...
Tai sao 0ng ay lai hanh dong nhu vay? Tam phim kinh kia rét cubc
da luu lai hinh anh gi...?

Trong qua trinh bam dubi ti€n si Hayakawa, diéu tra vién
Ishikawa da phai nghién rang buc boi khong biét bao nhiéu [an vi
hanh tung khé hiéu cua 6ng.

Nha ga gan hién truGng nhat la Shimo-Kitazawa va Higashi-
Kitazawa, nhung tién si khong di vé hai huéng do. Sau khi di hét
khu phd mua sam va bdang qua mét dudng ngang cla tuyén
Odakyu, 6ng ré trai ¢ doan doanh trai va nha thd cla quan chiém
dong, di Ién mot con déc nhé ndm gilra khu dan cu, roi ra moét khu
ph& mua sdm vdng vé khac. Ishikawa ci ngd tién si s& tir d6 vao ga
Ikenoue dé di Shibuya, nhung cling khong phai. Gitra dudng dén ga,
ong ré trai vao mot ngd nho, di Iong vong mai, ra tdi tan khu dat
trling gilra dudng tau va tan tich cta Vién Nghién ciru Hang khong,
men theo Bao tang Nghé thuat Dan gian, r6i mdi vao ga Komaba va
bat tau di vé hudng Shibuya.

“Chét tiét! Han la 6ng ta biét ban than dang bi theo doi roi.
Pirng hong cat dudi dugc t6i.” Ishikawa tham nghi, 16ng nguc hirng



huc khi th&. Cdu quyét khdng dé mat dau tién si Hayakawa, du cd
phai nhay vao tau qua dudng clra so.

Khong biét do nhan ra minh dang bi Ishikawa theo ddi hay cho
rang xudng Shibuya 1a qua nguy hiém, tién si Hayakawa xu6ng tau &
Shinsen, ga trudc Shibuya. Noi day tirng la mét khu ca ki ndi tiéng
v4i céi tén Maruyama, nhung nay chi con 1a mét déng hoang tan dé
nat, chua hoi phuc dugc may tu nhirng thiét hai nang né do chién
tranh gady ra. Ra khoi ga, tién si Hayakawa di doc khu pho
Dogenzaka r6i ré vao mot quan an Trung Hoa mang tén Hoang
Hung Lau.

“T6 gidi Tokyo sao!” Ishikawa bat giac thot Ién ngao ngan. Tu
khi bai tran, d@ m6t nam qua giGi chiic Nhat Ban gan nhu bat lyc
trudc su tung hoanh ngang nhién cua cac thé luc ngam chau A.
Ishikawa dan long tu nhd, doi tién si Hayakawa ra roi tinh ti€p.
Nhung vira tién lai gan quan an, ciu phat hién tién si tir clra s tang
hai dang nhin chdm chdm xuéng minh. Cau |&p tdc thay do6i ké
hoach, quay dau di vao mot clra ti€ém nam déi dién Hoang Hung
Ldu, muon dién thoai dé€ goi cho trudng phong Eiichiro béo céo tinh
hinh.

“Ndy giG em bj 6ng ta quay mong mong, lang thang khap nai
dén va ca mo hoi. Hién tién si dang & Hoang Hung Lau, mot quan
an Trung Hoa & Shibuya. Chac dé &n com.”

“Khu nguGi A sao...” Giong Eiichiro thodng nét quan ngai. “Cau
vat va roi. No luc cua cau khong hoai cong dau. Chang t6i mdi phat
hién ra rang tién si d@ mang may manh vG cta phim kinh may anh
rgi khoi hién trudng. M3y manh vé dy co kha nang la bang ching
quan trong cua vu an day. Doc dudng cau cé thay ong ta tiéu huy,
vt bd thd gi khong?”

“Trong subt qua trinh em theo doi thi khong a.” Cham tu ai
nghé nghiép, Ishikawa gan giong khang dinh.

“DAan tién si d&n don canh sat gan nhat va tra xét xem 6ng ta cd
mang theo may manh v do khong. Két qua thé nao thi bao lai cho
t6i ngay.”



Nhu dudc ti€p thém diing khi, Ishikawa hién ngang bang qua
dudng, di vao Hoang Hung Lau, 1én tang hai va budc t&i ban cua
tién si. Dang an d& suat mi soba lanh, tién si Hayakawa than nhién
ngudc mat nhin cau.

“A, cdu diéu tra vién day a. Nay giS di bd chic néng Idm nhi?
Cau cling lam mot suat mi nhé?”

Bi phti dau bang may I6i day cham choc, Ishikawa khong khoi
chot da, “Tién si, sao ong lai...”

“T6i tranh thu tan bd dé nghién ngadm vé vu an nay.”

“Ong tan bd 1au qué day. V4i ca, méi chimng kién canh tugng
nhu vay, ong da dung bira dudc ngay rbi a?”

“Sinh nghé tir nghiép ma. Moi [an giai phau tr thi xong ma
khong mubn an udng gi thi khong hanh nghé bac si n6i dau. Nghé
cla chung ta cling tao nghiép nhiéu khong khac gi nhau.” Tién si
binh than dap.

"Mgi tién si téi don canh sat gan nhat cung t6i.” Ishikawa danh
mat, nghiém giong ndi. “Ong bi tinh nghi la mang vat chirng quan
trong rdi khéi hién truGng an mang. SEp toi ra IEénh gap ong la kham
ngudi ngay, nhung & day cling dong, e gay anh hudng tdi thé dién
cla tién si.”

“Dil” Ti€n si quang diia xudng dia mi an dd r6i dung bat day vdi
vé phan nd. VUra vao don canh sat gan do, 6ng lap tic cdi do khoac
va bao, “Mudn ki€ém gi thi ki€ém di.”

Trong tUi ao chi c6 may vat dung thuGng thay nhu vi, khan mui
soa, giay an... Khdng thay manh v& phim kinh nao ca.

“Dau, cau bao phim kinh nao ca?” Tién si Hayakawa dac thang
noi, tay phe phay cai quat cing mau vdi s mi trang trén ngudi.

“MJi tién si dgi ¢ day cho tdi khi toi quay lai.” Ishikawa ndi roi
chay di goi dién dé xin chi thi cua trudng phong.

“Qua Hoang Hung Lau héi xem!” Ménh Iénh cua Eiichiro v6 cung
ngan gon va sac bén. Lau mo hoi trén mat, Ishikawa voi va quay lai
quan an ban ndy. Bung la phai thu mai biét the nao chl ¢ suy nghi
dan do mai cling chang giai quyét dugc gi.



VUra thay Ishikawa lén t&i tang hai, m6t c6 phuc vu Hoang Hung
Lau da run ray danh rdi chai bia trén tay.

“T6i la ngudi cia SG Canh sat Tokyo...” Ishikawa tién lai, lanh
lung ndi. “Vi khach ban nay la nghi pham cia mo6t vu an mang.”

\\Véng..."

“Ban nay 6ng ta cé nhd cac c6 gilr ho vat gi khong?”

“Da...” C6 phuc vu hdi ngan ngai, nhung r6i cling dua ra mot
boc giay.

VUa mé@ cai boc ra, Ishikawa da mung rG khon xiét. Nhiing
manh kinh den bdng... Bung la phim kinh may anh r6i. Cau voi gic
tirng manh soi 1én kinh clra s6. Tuy chi 13 hinh phan chi€u I mg,
nhung van du thdy la anh chup phia sau mét co gai I6a thé. Khap
lung va hai bap tay, bap chan cla c6 dugc bao phu bdi nhitng hoa
tiét ki quai.

“Cam on cb.” Ishikawa nodi r6i lao xudng tang dudi va goi cho
trudng phong. Cau nhan dugc ménh Iénh la 13p tdc ap gidi tién si
Hayakawa vé SG& Canh sat Tokyo. Eiichiro cling sé tu hién trudng vé
do ngay.

Quay lai don, Ishikawa lién dua may manh v3 ra truGc mat tién
si, “Thé nay thi 6ng khong gia ngay dudc nira r6i.”

“Méi fézi.”* Tién si Iam bam gi d6, mat khdng hé bién sac. “Toi
la mot ké cudbng hinh xam, khong tU thu doan dé dat dugc muc
dich. Thay tdm phim chup lai hinh xdm nam & do, thir hoi toi co thé
boé qua dudc sao?” Ti€p sau do la may I0i bao bién, nghe nhu 6ng
dang cO té ra binh than.

“Tién si, mdi 6ng theo toi vé s3.”

“Panh vay.” Tién si Hayakawa khé nhun vai r6i ding day.
"Khong biét sau nay cac cau co thé rira cho tdi mot t&m anh dudc
khong?” Ong hoi.

“Cai do thi toi chua thé ndi trudc dugc. Con tly xem trudng
phong nghi thé nao da... Trudc tién can xem xem tam anh nay cé
li€én quan gi t&i vu an khoéng...”



“Lién quan u... chac chan la co r6i. Lam sao co6 chuyén khong
dugc.” Doi mat den lay cua tién si anh 1én kich dong. “Phai la am
ban méi dugc... Bi 4n ddng sau vu an nay s& dudc pha giai néu doi
trdng thay den, nhung canh sat cac cau da qua dang dén mic nay
thi théi, danh vay.”

“MGi tién si.” Ishikawa lanh lung thuc giuc.



EN cs tan

Khi Matsushita Kenzo tU hién trch‘jng ¢ Shimo-Kitazawa vé tdi
nha ¢ Nakano, trgi da x€ chiéu. Anh v cung mét moi, chi ndi dugc
von ven mdi cau “Em V& roi a” khi chi dau ra dén & clra, roi lang
ldng 1én tang hai va ki€t si'c nam vat ra chi€u. Tuy nhién, sau khi
hit hai, ba di€u thuGc, Kenzo da thay binh tam it nhiéu. Anh li€c qua
sd bao chiéu mdi mua & ga, nhung chang tim dudc thdng tin nao
dang ban tam. Ngoai trir mét trang duy nhat.

Kenzo di nhién cha y ngay dén dong tit “An mang hinh xam” dét
ngay goc phai tren cung cla trang ba, chiém gan mot phan ba chiéu
doc trang bdo. An mang hinh xam... Sau nay ngam lai mdi thay that
chang cd cai tit nao ngdn gon ma kha| quat dugc day du ban chat
su' viéc nhu thé. Xem ra tu duy nhay bén cta ngudi lam bao da sém
thanh cbng trong viéc boc g& IGp vé bén ngoai d€ ndm bat dugc
phan nao chan tudng an sau bén trong.

Tuy nhién, khi méi doc dong tit nay, tam tri Kenzo khdng con du
minh man dé nhan ra diéu dé. Hinh anh clia cdc manh tir thi rdi rac
van hién lén rd moén moét trong vong mac anh, nhat quyét khong
chiu tan bién. Néu do la mot xac chét nguyén ven thi may ra anh
con co thé quén, con cd thé budng bo... RSt cudc thi hinh xam da
bién di dau? Ké nao da cudp mat Orochimaru?

Pén bira t6i, Kenzo ciing chdng mang com nudc gi. Khi chi dau
lén tang hai goi xuéng dung bira, anh chi bao la minh khong mudn
an.



“Hay chl bi cdm ndng roi... Trong chd nhgt nhat 1am, nghi sém
di nhé.” Nghe chi dau an can hoi tham dan do, Kenzo chi thay blc
boi han.

Mat troi lan dugc mot ldc, ti€ng chudng cua reo vang bao co
khach. Khong nghi la ai tim minh Iam gi, Kenzo van ng6i yén, chang
may choc lai thay chi dau di Ién lo l1ang hdi, “Kenzo, sao chl G day
ma khong bat dién 1én?”

“Em dang co viéc can suy nghi, nén thé nay hdp hon. Bong toi
giUp con ngudi ta tap trung han ma.” Kenzo gugng gao chong ché.

“Khi€p, nghe nhu triét gia nao ay. Ma chu co khach day.”

\\Ai a'?II

“Hai ngudi, tén la Hayakawa va Mogami.”

“Hayakawa va Mogami!?” Kenzo thang thot kéu 1én rbi lao ngay
ra khoi phong, suyt nita tong phai chi dau.

Pling ngoai thém nha la Mogami Hisashi va mét phu nit la mat
mac do truyén thong. Ban hoc clia Kenzo tay thi bang bo, dubi mat
dan hai, ba miéng bang. NguGi phu ni kia tam ba tu ba lam tudi,
khudn mat trai xoan, than hinh thanh thoat, rat ra dang ménh phu
phu nhan. Tuy nhién, khuén mat diém Ié ay dugm buon va hai sung
|én, tua h6 mdi khdc xong.

“Hisashi day a... Ba day la?” Kenzo siing sG hdi, quén ca tu gidi
thiéu.

“Pay la vg cua tién si Hayakawa.”

“"VWg cua tién si u... Hai nguGi tim t6i cd chuyén gi sao?” Trai tim
Kenzo dau nhodi. Anh cling biét tién si Hayakawa da bi ap giai tU
Hoang Hung Lau & Shibuya vé SG Canh sat Tokyo. Tuy biét la hoan
canh bat budc phai th&, nhung nghi tdi viéc minh gian ti€p khién
ngudGi dep trudc mat phai chiu dau khd, Kenzo van khong khoi ay
nay.

“Téi 1 vo cla 6ng Hayakawa. Khdng biét chiing t6i co thé lam
phién cau mot luc khong a?”

"Vang, mdi vao. Phong tbi chat hep dd day ldm, mong moi
ngudi bo qua cho.” Kenzo néi rbi di trudc, dan hai vi khach Ién tang.



Khi anh bat cong tac, trén chum dén con ddu may con budm dém
mau vang. Nhin ching vay canh quanh chum den, phan rdi la ta,
Kenzo bong rung minh nhu bi gi6i nudc lanh.

“Xin th(r 16i vi d6t nhién t&i [am phién gitra t6i mudn thé nay...”

VUua bu’dc vao phong Kenzo, ba Hayakawa lién gap ngudi hanh
|8. Can ¢6 trdng ngan cla ba todt ra vé bi ai ki la, nhung Kenzo van
khong khéi giat minh chét lang, guen ca dap 18 khi thodng thay &nh
xanh den trén phan da 10 ra tu’ co ao ba.

“"M0i moi ngudi ngbi. Phong toi téi tan qua, mong moi ngudi
thong cam.” Anh Iam bam may cau v6 nghia, tay tro may tdm dém
ngoi.

“Ban nay md goi cho t6i, héi xem phai lam th€ nao. Khi t6i chgt
nhd ra va nhac tdi cau thi mg ndi la mudn gap, nén ching toi mdi
dén day.” Hisashi dam chiéu noi, tay dua di€u Peace Ién miéng.

“Vay la moi nguGi da biét vé vu an ca r6i?”

“T&i mdi chi nghe sa qua thdi, con cu thé thi chju.”

“Chiéu nay canh sat bong dén nha tdi, ndi Ia cdn khdm nha. Toi
ngac nhién hoi ly do thi dudc biét la & khu Kitazawa xay ra an mang,
va chong t6i dang bi nghi ngd... Ban dau t6i nghi ai ch( 6ng ay thi
khong thé c6 chuyén nhu thé dugc, nhung khi biét phan than xam
clia nan nhan bién mat, toi bong thay trdi dat quay cudng, mat mii
t6i sam lai...”

"Cé ma cling cam thdy nhu vay sao... Chang trach ngudi ngoai
dao nhu anh em cling phai dé tam dén chi tiét ay.” Kenzo ndi nhu
muon bién minh cho anh trai.

“Th& nén tdi mdi voi va goi cho Hisashi dé hdi y kién. Nghe ciu
ay nhac tdi cau, to6i bén mao mudi tdi day vdi hi vong biét thém chi
tiét...” NuGc mat bat dau dong trén khoe mat cong dai cla ba
Hayakawa.

“Em san sang chia s& nhitng gi minh biét... Nhung thua co,
khong biét toi qua tién si cd & nha khong?”

\\Khéng a...Il

“Thé khoang may gid thay mdi vé a?”



“Hdn 12 gid dém, khoang gid tau cudi a.”

Kenzo cam thay nhoi nhoi 6 nguc, “Trudc do tién si ¢ dau?”

“Téi cling khong biét. Ong &y chang bao git ndi 1a minh di dau
lic nao ca...”

“Néu vay thi gay c6 a. Thdi gian gay an dugc cho la rdi vao
khoang tur 8 ruGi t6i cho tdi nira dém hém qua. Tién si ma khong cé
chirng ¢ ngoai pham trong khoang thdi gian day thi... Di nhién em
khdng cho rang thay la tha pham, nhung chuyén da dén nudc nay
roi...” Rao trudc don sau mot hdi xong, Kenzo bat dau trinh bay sc
luge su' tinh cho ba Hayakawa va Hisashi nghe.

"Vay a... Xem ra tat xau clia 6ng nha t6i lai phat tac mat roi.
Th{ gi thi khong noi, chr tam phim do thi qua nhién 6ng ay khong
ddi nao bd qua dudc. C& dong dén chu dé xam la 6ng ay nhu mac
bénh tam than vay.” Ba Hayakawa ndi vdi vé thau hiéu, ti muc
khong bubn trach c gi hanh vi cua tién si.

“NéEu chi Ién mang tam phim rdi khoi hién trudng thi cd 1€ chua
phai chuyén gi to tat... Van dé la em khong ro liéu d6 c6 phai la
phim chup hinh xam khong nira.”

“T6i dam chac la ddng a.” Ba Hayakawa bam moi véi vé kién
dinh, nhu thé vira ha quyét tam. “Lam phién cdu lic mét méi thé
nay that ngai qua. T6i con muén ghé qua mot ndi nira, nén cd I€ xin
phép & day thoi... Hisashi thi sao...?”

Hisashi liéc Kenzo roi 1& phép dap nhu’ da nhin thau tdm can cu
ban, “"Néu khoéng cd van dé gi thi chau ciling con chdt chuyén mudn
trao do6i vdi Kenzo.”

“Thé thi chau c & lai thong tha nhé. T6i xin phép trugce.”

Hai thanh nién cui chao roi tién ba Hayakawa ra t&i tan cira. Téi
khi 1€n lai phong Kenzo, ho mdi dua mat nhin nhau.

“Phién qua! Cai vu an chét tiét nay that phién qua di!” Hisashi
vO dau but tai va budng IGi than thd.

“Sao thé?”

“Anh trai mat tich, cau rudt bi nghi giét ngudi, bdo sao toi
khong nan cho dudc? Anh hai that dai dot khi day vao cdi nglr dan



ba ay.”

Bi cham dlng cho nhdt, Kenzo bén li cAu chuyén sang hudng
khac, “Ma tay anh sao day?”

“Cai nay ha? Co6 gi dau... Toi qua sau khi tu rap Togeki vé toi
ghé Ginza, ubng tdi say roi lam mot man diéu vo véi may tay ham
dé ¢ day ay ma. Canh sat ap dén, va t6i phai x0 kham mot dém.
Chan trudc vura ra chan sau nghe ludn tin nay. Ben du dudng!”

“Anh & Togeki tdi khi rap dong cira a?”

“U, tim 8 gid.”

“Thé& vu du da xay ra lic nao?”

“Hinh nhu tam 9 gid. Lic ay toi da nga nga roi nén khong nhd
ro lam.”

“Cai nhau ma giang hoa ém tham dugc thi cling tét, nhung
nhiéu khi dung nam dam x{ ly dam ra lai hay ddy nhi. NhG thé ma
anh co chiing c ngoai pham virng chac qua roi.” Hai ngudi nhin
nhau cuGi trur. “C6 chuyén nay khong biét héi anh c6 hai ki khong,
nhung sao tién si lai hanh x{r bat thudng vay?”

"May manh phim kinh ay ha? Thi nhu mg t6i noi day, doi nao
cau toi lai b qua mot tu' liéu nghién clu quy gia nhu thé. Ong ay
cuong hinh xam ma.”

“Thi cling phai dung lic ding chd chd. Ai lai 1am thé& & hién
trudng an mang...”

“C6 gi la dau. Néi lai bdo sb sang, nhung mét hai xac chét kiéu
dd chua du lam may tay bac si nao ning dau. Cong thém tam ly
cuong si kia nira thi khong thé do dém bang thudng thirc dugc. Ca
md toi nira...”

“Cb6 lam sao ca?”

“Kh& thdn mg &y, con gai nha lanh ma 18y phai 6ng chdng quai
gd. Ai doi lai dua hinh xam ra lam diéu kién két hon cg ch(r.”

“"Khong c6 nhé..."” Kenzo nu6t nudc bot.

"Chuyén that day. Ho hang nha toi ai cling bi€t ca. Nghe dau
mg rat si mé cau. Cau cling chang ghét bdo gi mg nén ciing tinh



chuyén cudi xin, nhung khdng hiéu sao dén trudc hon 1€ lai bao *Mot
phu nit khdng xam minh chadng c6 chit sirc hdp dan nao vdi toi ca.
Néu c(r thé nay 1ay nhau vé thi chdc chan cudc séng vo chong sé
khong suon sé&, nén mong em hlra véi t6i mot diéu’, va yéu cau mo
ay xam minh. Mg t6i vGn con trong trdng, lai la con gai ludt su, nén
nghe thé thi di nhién khong khoi sirng s6t.”

“R0i sao...?”

“Mg xin phép can nhac thém doi ba ngay r6i vé hoi y ki€n bo
me. Khong khé dé dodn 1a 6ng ba bén &y rat ngac nhién. Dau sao
cung la gia dinh gia glao ma. Nhu’ng khong biét hai vi nhac phu nhac
mau nhin thay di€ém gi tét & cau t6i ma lai bao lam vg thi phai vang
I6i chdng, 8n hdi xong roi thi coi nhu’ than thé con minh d& thudc s
hitu cia nha Hayakawa... Thay b6 me dut khoat nhu vay, mg toi ben
ha quyét tam chap thuan.”

“Thé€ la c6 xam toan than luén?”

“Ban dau thi mg chi xdm mot bong mau don nhd trén bip tay
théi. NhG vay ma vg chong cling ém tham hoa thuan. Nhung dugc
mot thdi gian thi cdu bat dau giang giadi rang hinh xam Ia hién than
cua ham mudn ai an, mot khi da bi€t dén mui vi kim xam r6i thi phu
nr con nhiét huyét hon dan 6ng, rdi thi nGi sg khi xam lan dau cling
giong nhu noi sg clla ngudi con gai con trong trdng chua biét mui
dan ong... Nghe thuyét phuc hdang ngay, khong bi€t gan muc thi den
hay thé nao ma mg bi cam hda. Dién tich xam cl rong dan, dén gio
la kin lung lubn. That ngu ngdc!” Hisashi k& vai giong khinh khinh.

“T6i khong hiéu ndi 16i suy nghi 8y nifa. Anh thi sao?”

“T6i von la dan chuyén hoa nén chi nhin nhan tir géc nhin khoa
hoc th6i. Chuyén nam ni cling nhu phan rng hdéa hoc, khéng han
khong kém. Cé lac pha tron nhitng chat dang I€ phai phan ('ng vdi
nhau ma chang thu dudc két qua gi, nhung chi can thém chat xuc
tac la ching dot nhién lai phan &’ng manh liét véi nhau. Néu nhan
dinh ctia cau t6i la dung, thi co 1€ doi vdi cau, hinh xam chinh la chat
xUc tac khdng thé thiéu.”

“"Wé mat logic thi cling hup ly day. Nhung con cudng hinh xam
va an mang lan nay..."



“T6i khong co y ndi cau téi lién quan truc ti€p dén vu nay dau
nhé. Nhung néu cau dy cd hanh vi ki quai nao khi€n moi ngugi thac
mac, thi cd 1€ déu xuat phat tir sd thich dy thoi.”

LGi Hisashi cang khién cdi long Kenzo thém u am. Anh khéng
sao xua tan dugc mdbi nghi ngd doi vdi tién si Hayakawa, tham chi
con thay nd ro nét hon.

“Anh Takezo sao r6i?”

“Chiu. T6i song mot minh & Ogikubo nén khong phai ngay nao
cling gdp anh dy. Ma phai 2 gi¢ chiéu nay t6i méi biét vé vu an nay.
MGt diéu tra vién tir SG Canh sat Tokyo bong dung tdi hoi la anh hai
cd dén cho t6i khong. Ban dau téi con ngd may vu lam an ngam cua
anh ay bai 16, nhung vé sau diéu tra vién kia lai hoi t6i c6 chirng c
ngoai pham khong... T6i bén bao anh ta di ma héi don Tsukiji. Pugc
mot lUc thi mg t6i goi tdi, hot hoang thong bao su tinh. BDén nudc ay
thi mot ké ludi nhac nhu tdi cling chang thé ngdi yén dugc nifa. Toi
bén qua nha anh hai d Nakano xem tinh hinh, r6i lai t&i nha cau &
Yotsuya ban bac véi mg xem nén lam thé nao. Sau dé hai mg chau
t6i con dén sé canh sat, van phong luat su, roi mdi téi day.”

“Tinh hinh bén Nakano thé nao?”

“C6 moi ba gilp viéc thoi.”

“Anh Takezo chua két hon a?”

“Anh t6i theo chu nghia doc than... Boc than & day khong co
nghia la ca dGi quyét khong giao du vdi phu nit dau nhé. Chang qua
chi la mét th tu tuéng dam chat phong kién riéng c6 ¢ may tén
khong mudn bi tréi budc vi vg théi. Nhung quy cd xam minh kia da
khi€én anh t6i san sang vt bd cai chu nghia ay day.”

“Xem chirng anh Takezo rat yéu c6 Kinue nhi?”

“Mdi ngudi mot gu ma. Riéng véi co & dé thi anh t6i hoan toan
bi dat mii. Nghe dau anh ay con dang lam thu tuc dé chinh thirc 1ay
cb ta vé lam vg r6i cd. CO ta von tinh trang hoa, ma anh t6i lai hay
ghen. Chac anh ay nghi phai tréi budc bang phap luat thi mdi yén
cai bung. Ma mot khi da nay ra y dinh gi r6i thi anh t6i sé nhat quyét
lam bang dugc.”



“Cong nhan, trong co ta cling co vé da tinh that. Xua thi thoi,
nhung gan day c6 dau hiéu ngoai lubng nao a?”

“To6i khong biét nira. Nhung véi qua kha nhu thé thi cho du
ngoai tinh, cd ta cling khong ngoc dén muc dé t6i hay anh hai dé
dang lan ra dau.”

"Quan ly Inazawa Yoshio day thoi? CO ta cling co tinh y vdi ga
con gi? Chinh ga ké luén.”

“Néu cdu da tan mat chiing ki€n thi co 1€ ding la ga da dén
ngoi nha db. Nhung ga thuc su tan do va dugc co ta mdi tdi nha
that 4? Chuyén dy ma 16 ra thi anh t6i s& dem ca do6i ra bam vam
ngay... Inazawa phai la ngudi hiéu ro diéu ay han ai hét... Nén toi
khong tin la ga co gan lam thé. Nhung da dén nudc nay roi thi danh
tam tin I0i ga vay. NguGi chét dau co biét néi.”

“Anh nghi ngd Inazawa a?”

“Trén ddi nay, trir ban than ra, toi chang tin bat ki ké nao ca.’
Hisashi nG moOt nu cuGi hac am.

“U thdi, tam gac chuyén &y lai di. C ma Ian dau gdp anh
Takezo & cudc thi hinh xam, t6i co phat hién mot diéu la 1am. Noéi ra
sg anh ché cudi, nhung toi da thay ti tudng & anh ady, hét nhu tirng
thay & nhitng ngudi linh sap mat mang vay.”

0O, cau con biét xem tudng s6 co a?” Nét mét Hisashi dot nhién
trd nén nghiém tdc, tham chi con cd phan hoang mang. Han dui
manh di€u thudc réi hai ti€p, giong cao hon binh thudng. “Thé con
Kinue?”

“T6i khdng dé y 1am. Nhin cd thé &y thi ai chd y dén mat miii
lam gi n{ra.”

“Ciling dung. Inazawa thi sao...?”

“Mot tay hdo sac. Nhin thoang qua la biét.”

“Ong cau toi thi...?”

“"MO6t ngudi cuong si hinh xam. Néi theo thuat ngir y khoa thi la
mot ngudi bi chrng hung cam, khong hon khong kém.”

“Con t6i...?"

(4



“Anh a?” Kenzo hdi ling ting, cubi cung danh phan btra cho
qua chuyén. “Noéi thé nao nhi, cling la mot kiéu thién tai chang? Bau
oc rat thong tué, nhung ban tinh ¢ phan ding dung su ddi, khong
phai viéc minh thich thi chdng thém dé y. Ngugc lai, mét khi da
quyét tdm lam gi thi hét siic nghiém tdc, toan tdm toan tri no luc
thuc hién muc tiéu dat ra. Co diéu rat hiém khi anh tim dudc cho
minh nhirng muc tiéu nhu vay. Noi cach khac, anh thubéc dang con
bac it khi Ién sdi, nhung da chai thi sé cugc I6n. Néu chién tranh
chua két thdc thi cd 1€ anh da thuan thdi thé ma Ién nhu diéu gap
gi6, gay dung cd nghi€p I6n, tham chi nam trong tay van ménh
thién ha, ti€c la lan bai tran vtra roi da tudc di cia anh khong it dat
dung vo..."

“Cau tang bdc t6i qua roéi.”

“"V@i tai nang nhu vay... hay la thr lam tham td xem?”

“Tham tu? T6i u?”

“A khong, téi chi vira nhé ra mot ngudi thoi.”

“TU hdi trung hoc cu da cuc ki hdm mo ti€u thuyét trinh tham
r6i ma nhi? Hay cau lai nhé t&i Philo Vance*r6i?” Hisashi khé cudi,
nhung khong cé vé gi la khinh khi dua cgt ca. "Néu vu nay khong
lién quan tdi gia dinh ho hang thi t6i cling khong ngai bat chudc
Sherlock Holmes dau, nhung day lai toan nguGi than thi xin ki€u
thoi.”

“Nhung t6i van mudn nhd anh day. Néu phét hién ra diéu gi co
ich thi cho t6i biét nhé, coi nhu gilp t6i va anh Eiichiro.”

“Toi hi€u roi.” Hisashi gat dau, nét khd tdm 16 rd. “Tdi khdng
truc ti€p ra mat dugc, nhung néu gop s dugc tir hau truGng thi toi
lubn san sang. T6i sé ndi moi diéu toi bi€t, nén co gi thi c(r hai di.”

“Co may tam anh nay...” Kenzo dut khoat 16i sau tam anh Kinue
gui ra khoi ngan kéo va dua cho Hisashi.

“Ba anh em lJiraiya...” Hisashi khé thot 1én, mat may tai xanh.
“Sao cau co dugc?”

“C6 Kinue dua cho t6i hom cudc thi. C6 ay bo vao mot phong bi
trdng va dan toi la néu c6 dy cd ménh hé gi thi hdy md ra xem.”



“Co ta dinh lam gi ma lai dua cho cdu may tam anh nay nhi...?”
“Anh tU'ng thay roi sao?”

“R0i. CO ta cho t6i va anh hai xem trong moét [an chdng t6i dén
Kitazawa chai.”

“Anh d&n trong album phai khong?”

“U, ngay trang dau luén.”

“Khi dé cb6 Kinue cé néi gi khong? Hay trén trang album c6 ghi
chd gi chang han? Theo IGi c6 ay thi trong hinh xam cua ba anh em
dudng nhu cd an chla bi mat...”

“Bi mat trong hinh xam u? T6i chju, chua nghe dén bao gid.
Nhung khoan da...”

“Sao thé?”

“Khdng hiéu sao cd ta nhat quyét khdng cho chiing tdi xem mat
sau cua trang album do...” Hisashi ngung moét luc mdi ti€p tuc.
“Nhung phai cong nhan day la mot vu an ki quai. Néu chi co bi mat
gi d6 an sau may tdm anh thi cling chua dén noi, nhung moi chuyén
tré nén dang sg gap boi khi c6 ta khong dua cho t6i hay ti€n si
Hayakawa ma lai giao phd ngi cau. Ban than cach gay an ciling rat
tan bao nita. Nghe ké s qua la du thay hién trudng ghé ron roi.
Nhung hai hling nhat la It sén trén clra s6 phong tam...”

“Cong nhan... Luc nhin thay tbi cling sdn hét gai 6c.”

“So vdi ban than nhirng truyén rung rgn, toi cam thay trang thai
tam ly blc bach dén d6 khién con nguGi ta phai viét ra nhiing
truyén ay con dang sg han nhiéu. Vu an nay cling vay, chinh bau
khong khi ki di va 16p o c6 phong nhu may truyén tranh kinh di thdi
Edo d3 khién cho y dd cta hung thu trd nén kho hiéu gép bdi. That
chang khac nao cd tan*.”

“Ca tan?”

“Phai, tdi thdy qua trinh diéu tra pha an trong may vu kiéu nay
co nhiéu diém tudng dong vdi viéc gidi cac thé cd tan. Mot thé cd
tan chuén chinh s& chi cd duy nh&t mét trinh tu’ pha giai. Chéch khoi
trinh ty d6 mot budc théi la tudng doi thu sé cd dudng thoat. Tuy
nhién, nhithg cau do phuc tap thudng bao gom nhiéu cai bay danh



lac huéng nguai chai. Khi di nham du chi mét nudc, cau sé thay mot
con cd von gan nhu vo dung trong trinh tu dang, lai déng vai tro
nao do hét sirc quan trong gilp pha giai thé cd. Va mot khi da bi
cudn theo lubng suy nghi ay roi thi khé Iong quay lai dugc véi trinh
tu ding. Hung thu da cat cong dung nén thé cd hét sic chu toan
nay dé& thach thdc ching ta pha gidi va chiéu tudng han. Di nhién
cau dé nao ciling co I6i giadi, nhung co 1€ hung tha tin rang viéc tim
ra trinh tu ding ndm ngoai tam vdi cla ¢ quan diéu tra Nhat Ban
vao thdi diém hién nay.”

“Ra vay... Thé thi nhiém vu cta ching ta la phai loai trir nhitng
cai bay danh lac huéng ay, bé qua nhirng con ¢S khong can thiét va
quay lai nguyén tc cd ban dé tim ra cach pha giai thé cd. Nhung cu
thé€ 1a gat bo cai gi ch(?”

“Toi chiu théi. TU xua t&i nay toi van ludn 1& mot tay ma mong,
tam hon treo ngugc canh cay ma. Ban luan ly I€ thi nghe hay day,
chur thuc tién thi khong phai sé trudng cua toi.”

"Nhung & nudc ngoai c6 tir ‘tham tlr salon” d€ chi méy vi tham
t&r ngbi yén mot cho ma van pha dudc an day thoi.”

“Pay la chuyén vién tudng th&i binh & nhitng nudc gidu cd phat
trién, chtr & nudc ta thai budi réi ren nay, gidi suy ludn dén mdy ma
thi€u thuc tién thi cling chdng &n thua... Khéo ndi vung lam nhu toi,
di'ng mong nén com nén chdo gi.” Mogami Hisashi cudi budn roi
ding day cdo tu.



Orochimaru va Tsunade

Phai han 10 gid t6i, Matsushita Eiichiro mdi vé dén nha. “"Ndng
qua. Cr nhu’ phong xong hai vay.” Bua cap cho vg xong, anh lién lao
thang vao nha tam, x6i nudc Ién ngudi.

“Lai phat sinh vu nao ha minh?” Keiko lo lang héi chong.

“U. Kenzo ndi gi v8i minh a?”

“Da khong..."

“La nhi...”

“Chu Kenzo cd lién quan gi a?”

"Khong lién quan truc ti€p, nhung ciing khong hoan toan vo
can. N&i gi thi ndi, n6 van la nguGi dau tién phat hién thi thé nan
nhan ma. Cling may la t6i qua né con cé chirng c ngoai pham vo
cung virng chac la ngdi udng rugu cung trudng phong diéu tra day.”
Eiichiro vira cuGi vira khoac |én minh bd yukata mdc & nha. “Minh
goi Kenzo xubng day cho t6i.” Anh dan vg réi budc vao thu phong.

Keiko Ién goi, Kenzo bon chon xubng thu' phong. Khong biét néi
gi, anh cr di'ng duc ra day.

“Sao chu phai cang thang thé? Ngbi di. HOm nay chi ciling vat
va roi...”

“A khong... V4t va gi dau a...”

“Chu nghi thé nao vé vu an hém nay?”

Kenzo rut ré d&t 1én ban chiéc phong bi van lén cat gir may
ngay qua, “Tai hén si’c mon nhu em thi nghi thé nao dugc, nhung



hi vong cai nay cd thé gitip anh chdt it.”

“Gi day?”

“Anh a. Anh chup hinh x8m ctia nan nhan Kinue cling anh trai
Tsunetaro va em gai Tamae.”

Eiichiro Iang 1€ 1ay sau tdm anh ra khoi phong bi roi Iudt qua
mot luot bang anh mat sac lem. Thé r6i, anh cam tdm anh chup
hinh xam Tsunade 1én, nhin cham cham vao no.

“Pdng né rdi...” Eiichiro gt gu doi ba 1an rdi ngang 1én nhin em
trai, bat ngay trong diém. “Sao chu lai cé tdm anh nay?”

“Ciling khong phai vi ly do gi dac biét ca. Luc trudc em quén ndi,
nhung hom thi hinh xam, Mogami Hisashi gigi thi€u em v&i Nomura
Kinue. Sau mo6t hoéi tro chuyén, em ndi vu va la mudn xin mot tam
anh. Em c ngG khoéng dudc vi c6 ta mdi tu’ chéi dam phong vién rat
dit khoat, thé ma khong hiéu sao cd Kinue lai bdo minh s3p bi giét,
cling muén gui may tam anh cho ai d6 dang tin cay... Thé rbi co ta
md bop lua, 1ay phong bi dua cho em.”

“Pua cho mot ngudi mdi gap lan dau nhu cha u?”

Kenzo toat m6 hdi lanh. Biét khé long qua mat dugc Eiichiro,
anh da ha quyét tam khai bdo ngon nganh néu bi héi ki han. Nhung
khong bi€t la may hay rui ma Eiichiro lai khong truy ciu thém, chi [Oi
mot tdm anh khac ra khoéi cap tap va dat 1én ban. Tuy cé nhiéu cho
dat gay mat nét, nhung trong anh ro rang la tam Iung tran vdi hinh
xam Tsunade ctia mot phu ni, gidbng hét anh Kenzo dang gitr.

“Anh, anh nay & dau ra vay?”

“TU mdy manh phim kinh tién si Hayakawa Ién mang vé day.
Phan am ban kha cii, chac phai vai nam r6i, may ma van rira dugc.”

“Tién si khai thé nao a?”

“Trong lac cha di goi dién, tién si da nhat may manh phim kinh
lén xem. Di nhién la 6ng ta da can than dung khan mui soa 16t dé
tranh luu dau van tay. Nhan ra la phim chup hinh xam, 6ng ta bén
ndi mau suu tap nén da gidu mang vé. Anh beén héi van, tién si ludn
VO nguc tu xung la cong dan luang thién, thé ma lai len dem vat co
thé la tang chling quan trong rd&i khoi hién trudng an mang sao. Ong



ta xin 16i ngay, nhung nhat quyét khong khai ra tdi qua minh da lam
gi. Dén kho v@i may tay cudbng si nay. Chac tién si da ndm dudc chia
khoa dé pha giai vu an, nhung anh chua tim ra cach bat 6ng ta ma
miéng. CI dé 6ng ta & phong tam giam vai ngay suy nghi cho thau
dao di. Anh khong mudn doéi x&r nhu' thé, nhung véi ngudi nhu tién
si thi danh vay.”

“Anh da kham nha thay ay chua?”

“R0i. Ba vg va ngudi lam khai la toi qua ti€n si rdi nha Iuc 6 gid,
nira dém mdi vé. bung khoang thai gian nghi van. Khong biét 6ng ta
da lam gi trong sau ti€ng ay.”

“Inazawa thi sao?”

“Van thé. TU Itc bi dua vé s3, ga bdn chon dén mirc khéng noi
nén 10i, anh dang cho nghi ngai lay lai binh tinh. Chac mai mdi bat
dau thdm vén ki hon dugc.”

“Tim ra Mogami Takezo chua a?”

“Anh da cho may cau diéu tra vién giang Iugi & nha riéng, van
phong cong ty va mot so dia diém dang chi y khac, nhung chua co
tung tich gi. Khong khéo da cao chay xa bay r6i cling nén. Néu vy la
hung thu thi chdng dai gi ma lan khan tdi tan gic nay.”

“Anh nghi Takezo la thd pham sao? Thay bao chi ciling viét theo
hudng ay.”

“Chua biét dugc. Xét theo thudng thudc thi ro rang y la dang
nghi nhat... Nhung van dé la tai sao than minh clda nan nhan lai bién
mat. TU Idc cha sinh me dé anh mdi lan dau ching ki€n mot vu thé
néy."

“Pa xac dinh dugc chi nhan may dau van tay chua a?”

“Um... May d&u van tay 8y d3 thdp Ién mdt chat hi vong cho
viéc pha an. Trong ba dau van tay nam gigi, qua nhién mot la cla
Takezo. bBiém nay da dugc xac thuc tur két qua kham nghiém & nha
riéng va van phong cua y. Dau tay cua Inazawa ciing dugc phat hién
& vai cho nhu tay nam va mat ngoai clra phong tam. Chd nhan cua
dau tay con lai cling dugc phat hién s6m hon du kién. Bé la Usui
Ryokichi, mot tay yakuza ting pham t0i gi€t nguGi trong mot vu x6



xat. Hai ndm trudc hdn ra tu, chuyén dén Yokohama va cip ké vdi
Kinue. Ban dau khong ro, nhung khi Takezo xuat hién thi hai ga dan
6ng tranh gianh cd ta. Di nhién chdu chiu sao da ndi xe. Xét tién
bac hay dia vi, Takezo déu han han. Khong riéng gi Kinue ma bat cr
c6 a nao cling sé chon Takezo théi. Lé thudng la vay, nhung xem ra
v8i ngudi trong cudc thi ndi tinh phic tap hon nhiéu. Khd ma xét
doan hau qua con tu ai cla yakuza. Usui doa sé thu dao dén long
Takezo va Kinue. Thay qua phién ha, Kinue ben dem nhitng thanh
tich bat hao clia Usui trinh bao vdi canh sat, tien han quay lai kham.
Thé nén Usui cling c6 ddng ca gay an. Chang la gi néu han co han
Kinue thau xuong.”

“Tdc la hdm qua Usui da dot nhap vao ngoi nha dé?”

“Chinh xac. Nhung tay nay khong co vé gi giong t6i pham tri tué
cao ca. Di nhién phai tom dugc mdi biét thuc hu thé nao, nhung anh
doan han khdéng nghi ra cach nao cao xa han siét c6 hay dam chém
dau, noi gi dén thu phap tinh vi thé kia. Linh cam cua mét diéu tra
vién co tham nién mach bao anh nhu vay. Tom lai thi day van la mot
vu vO cung phuc tap.”

“Co khai thac dugc gi tir ngudi gilp viéc cua Kinue khong a?”

“Anh da clf nguGi dén héi tham nha cha me o ta r6i, nhung ho
V€ qué tU hdm qua nén khong ai c6 nha. Nghe bao sé quay lai trong
d6i ba ngay nira.”

“Anh nay, that ra hom nay ba Hayakawa cung Mogami Hisashi,
em trai Takezo, c6 dén tim em.”

“Ba Hayakawa a? Ra vay. Theo I0i cau diéu tra vién tdi nha tién
si Hayakawa thi ba ta la nguGi c6 dau éc. Anh chua gap truc ti€p,
nhung nghe ndi ba ta da ghé qua ca sd. Chac lo qua nén tim chd hoi
su tinh ha?”

“Vang. Nghe dau ba 8y nhat quyét doi Hisashi dan t&i day.”

“Hisashi a... Cling chua thé loai tay nay khdi vong nghi van
dugc.”

“Nhung han c6 chirng c ngoai pham. TU chiéu dén toi qua
Hisashi cung mot c6 gai di xem kich & rap Togeki, sau dé vudng vao
mot vu au da tai Ginza, phai & lai don Tsukiji mot dém. Cai nay chac



dé x&c minh ma. Kinue con s6ng cho dén khoadng 9 gid, ma tam day
thi Hisashi da & don canh sat roi. Chac han vo can chi?”

“Bén don Tsukiji thi dé xac minh, phia rap Togeki thi chua biét
dugc. Nhan vién & dé kém xa hoi trudc, chdc khdng nhé ndi khach
nao ngoi cho nao dau...”

“Nhung sudt cong dién cudi ngay bén dé ludn két thic vao
khoang 8 gid, nén cling dau anh hudng may?”

“Chu ndi phai...” Eiichiro rit thubc la, ra chiéu suy tu. “Suy dén
cung thi mau ch6t vu an nam & cho hung thu 1dy di than minh cua
nan nhan. Hisashi cé dé cap gi vé chuyén nay khong?”

“Khdng a. Chi khi nhdc dén I sén trén clra s6 thi hadn haoi tai

X n

mat...

“Xem ra tay nay mé tin qua nhi. Khdng khéo han nghi Iii sén d3
lam tan chay hinh xd@m ran cling nén. Ha ha ha. That ngu ngoc!”

“Xét theo & thudng thi hung thd cé muc dich gi khi 1ay di mot
phan xac nan nhan?”

“Thudng la dé che gidu danh tinh nan nhan. Trong vu [an nay
thi trén lung nan nhan cé hinh xam, nén gidau than minh di au ciing
hap ly. Nhung thé thi I€ ra hung thu phai ldy ca dau di chd? Bau can
mat cong dén vay néu chi nham che giau danh tinh nan nhan? Bao
la du nan nhan ra ngoai giét hai r6i lam thé thi con co ly, ch(r gay an
ngay tai nha ngudi ta ma dé lai bat ki phan xac nao, thi ai nhin cling
biét ngudi chét la chd nha.”

“Hay hung thu dinh cua xac thanh nhiéu phan, giau trong nha
tam r6i dan dan mang di phi tang cho tién?”

“Cha dua a? Cd phai don gian nhu 18y d6 bo quén dau? Chang
ké nao dam dé nhirng th(r nguy hiém nhu thé vai ba hém mdéi quay
lai 13y ca. Néu mudn dem ra ngoai phi tang thi hung tha da lam
ngay trong dém hom ay roi.”

“Nhung hung thu da gidu cai xac vao mét can phong kin khoa
trai r6i ma? Biét dau han cho rang hai ba hom sau nd van chua bi
phét hién?”



“Suy ludn cla chi so hd lam. Thé tai sao han bat dén phong
tam? Chi ti€t nay tam thdi chi dua vao 10i khai clia Inazawa, nhung
néu mudn gidu xac thi dang 1€ han phai tat dén ch? Céng tac nam
bén ngoai ma... Xem ra hung thu khéng cé y dinh giau xac dau.”

“TUrc la han khong dinh che gidu than phan cdia nan nhan? Sao
con lay di mot phan cai xac?”

“Do tadm ly bién thai chdng? Nhu vu Sada* ndi tiéng &y... Ciing
khong bat ngd néu hung thu cé sa thich Iéch lac d6i véi hinh xam.”

“Ndi vay thi nghi pham s6 moét la tién si Hayakawa r6i?”

“Di nhién. Nhung khdng phai moi minh 6ng ta cudng hinh x3m.
D&m chéc 1a con ca déng ké tdm than bat 6n chua bdc 16 ra ngoai.”

“Y anh 13 tién si c6 thé chi thudc dang khdu xa tdm Phat? Ma
hung thu rdi khéi hién trudng kiéu gi nhi?”

“Kha ndng cao nhat la hdn dot nhap vao nha tam 8 dén 9 gig,
lic Kinue di nha tdm cong cong. Khoang 9 dén 11 gid, han gay an
roi tron dau do trong nha. Co I han da nhan lic Inazawa vao nha
dé lén ra ngoai, hoac dgi cho Inazawa rdi di r6i méi bd tron. Theo
két qua kham nghiém hién truong thi hdn khd long tréo qua bs
tudng bé tong quanh nha ma khong dé lai dau vét. Suy ra chi dung
dudng cong chinh hodc cong phu, ma mat tién ngbi nha ludén nam
trong tam quan sat ctia hang xém sudt tor 9 dén 11 gid. Hung thu
khong thé giét nguGi r6i cua xac chi trong khoang mugi muai lam
phut sau khi Kinue vé nha dudc, nén chac khong sai dau.”

“C6 khi nao hung thu tron trong phong tam dén tan sang
khong?”

“Khé 1am. Néu thé thi lic Inazawa dén, han dad phai theo ban
nang ma tat den roi ch(? VGi cd nhd phat hién xac chét xong,
Inazawa lai goi ngu@i tdi thi khén. Di nhién toan bd cac suy luan nay
déu dua trén tién dé la Inazawa khai dung su that. Néu ga la hung
thu thi cau chuyén sé hoan toan khac.

Kenzo thd dai, ngap ngirng mét hoi roi hai, “Anh a, liéu xac chét
nay co dung la Kinue khéng?”

“Khong phai Kinue thi la ai?”



“Vi nhu Tamae ma ai cling tudng la da bé mang vi bom nguyén
t&' 3 Hiroshima chang han? Biét dau cb ta con s6ng va la nan
nhan...”

Kenzo con chua dut IGi, Eiichiro da pha 1én cudi, “Ha ha ha, chd
Iam ti€u thuyét trinh tham qud r6i ddy. Bing suy nghi ki€u tuy tién,
tu dién bién thé ch(. Bung la hai chi em sinh d6i nay gibng nhau
nhu dlc, va xét theo Ié thudng thi gia thuyét hoang dudng cua chu
cling khdng han da phi ly. Nhung xét tir tdm anh & day thi hinh xam
cla Tamae kéo dai qua khuyu tay. NEu nan nhan la Tamae thi I€ ra
trén hai cdng tay § hién trudng phai c6 hinh xdm ch? Phan chan
cling thé. Néu la dong tén dan 6ng nho nhé thi con dé, nhung ngudi
mang tiéng bac si nhu chd hdn cling hiéu Ia m&y hinh xdm c& nay
khd x6a nhudng nao chd?”

Qua that, lam sao minh lai nay ra y tudng ngu ngbc vay chd,
Kenzo tu’ thay nuc cudi.

“Anh noi phai. Chac tai hdm nay trgi ndng, lai gdp nhiéu chuyén
qua nén dau 6c em co van deé roi.”

“Khong trach chd dudc. Anh cling chua gap vu an nao ki di thé.
Eiichiro buc doc 1dm badm rdi nha may vong khdi 1én tran nha.

Nhin anh trai, Kenzo mui l6ng 1én ti€éng, “Anh, hdy dé em gdp
su'c pha an. Di nhién chi ngam ngam trong t6i thoi cling dugc.”

Binh thudng thi Eiichiro sé cudi trir roi gat phang y tudng ay
clia em trai di, nhung hom nay lai khac, “Cha muén gilp anh u?”

“Vang. Co 1€ thém em ciing chdng ich gi, nhung khodng biét
duyén ng thé nao ma ngay tu dau em da bi cudn vao vu nay roi. Du
sao véi chuyén modn cta minh, em nghi cé thé ho trg cho anh it
nhi€u vé mat ly thuyét...”

Eiichiro gat dau. Trong long anh nhu c6 mét giong néi mach bao
rang du no luc dén may, vu nay van kho long pha giai chi bang cac
bién phap diéu tra chinh thdng cla canh sat. Nhung du nhay bén,
trudng phong diéu tra cling khong ludng dudc su’ giup dG cua chu
em bat tai s& gay ra bao séng gidé cho qua trinh diéu tra, don ép
hung thu tdi dudng clng, budc hdn phai gay ra an mang th( ba
trong con tuyét vong.

144



Cong cudc diéu tra ngay cang cd nhiéu tién trién.

HOm sau, 8 m6t khu tan tich chién tranh cach nha Kinue haon
200 mét, ngudi ta tim thdy chiéc cua duing dé xé xac nan nhan. Trén
luGi cua con luu lai v&t mau khd dé tham, dbéi chd da nga den.
Nhom mau hoan toan trung khdp vdi nan nhan, nhung khong tim
thay bat ki ddu van tay nao. Ban than chiéc cua da kha ci va ciling
khéng cd déc diém gi ndi bat. Khd ldng hi vong 1a nd sé mang lai
thém manh méi nao khac.

Tié€p sau dd, canh sat da hdi chuyén c6 giup viéc mdi tu qué Ién
va khai thac dugc mot s6 chi tiét kha thu vi. Mot trong nhitng dau
van tay luu lai hién trudng dugdc xac dinh la cua cb gai nay. Co ta da
nghi tU hai ba hdm trudc, nhung do con mét s6 thu tuc can hoan
tat, co ta c6 ghé qua hién trudng vao sang hOm xay ra an mang. Ai
cling doan cd gilp viéc chac chdn phai d€ lai ddu van tay trong nha,
nén ban than phat hién nay khong cé y nghia gi hon la gilp canh sat
loai trir b6t mot diém cén tra clu. Vé chiéc cua, cd gitp viéc khai Ia
chua tirng nhin thdy. Diém nay cho thay viéc hung thi dung cua xé
xac khong phai mét hanh vi boc phat. Di nhién, khi nhin vao cach
bai tri can phong kin kia, ai cling da doan san rang day la mot ti ac
dugc 1én kich ban ti mi v6 cung.

biéu khién canh sat ngac nhién nhat trong qua trinh 1ay I16i khai
la cO gilp viéc khong chd dong xin nghi, ma la bi Kinue cho théi
viéc. Nghe dau méi hai ba hom trudc, Kinue nhan dudgc mot bi thu
bang gidy xi mdng, md ra doc xong thi bi€én sac mat. Ngay sau do,
c6 cho ngudi giup viéc thoi viéc.

Théng tin mdi nay lam day Ién khdng it nghi hodc trong t6 diéu
tra. Néu dd dung la bi thu & trong cudn album ma ho tim thay, cé
nghia la Kinue cho nguGi giup viéc nghi ngay sau khi nhan dugc giay
bao ti cta chinh minh. O tinh huéng dang sg ay, thudng thi ngudi
ta sé c6 tap hgp thém cang nhiéu ngudi téi bén minh cang tét, ch(r
chang dai gi ma tu c6 18p ban than. Hau hét td diéu tra déu khdng



sao ly giai dudc tam ly lic do cua Kinue. Duy chi c6 mot canh sat la
nghi khac.

“Cb gai nay co |é rat tu tin vao siic quyén rii cia minh. Han thu
von la bi€n tudng cua yéu terdng Kinue cho rang, du déi phuong
quan tri t&i mic mudn giét cd ta, nhung suy dén cling van 1a mot ké
tirng si mé ¢ nhu diéu dé. Han Kinue tin rdng minh khéng thié€u
ngdn nghé dé chai dua véi han trong long ban tay, khién hdn ngudi
ngoai ma tU bo y dinh giét minh. Nhu thé thi cd nguGi giup viéc &
day chi td phién phirc, nén c6 ta méi cd tinh cho nghi. Toi cho la
thé.”

Suy ludn nghe cling hdp ly, nhung tiéc la phai dén thoi di€ém
chan tudng vu an dugc lam rd, ngudi ta méi co du dir kién dé danh
gia ndé dung hay sai.

Két qua kham nghiém d6 dac trong nha Kinue cho thay rat
nhiéu quan do da bi lay di. Ngoai ra cling khong tim thay vang bac
da quy hay tién mat. Theo IGi c6 gilp viéc thi vi vu phong téa tién
gui*, Kinue bao la khong tin dugc ngan hang nén lic nao ciing cat
vai van tién mat trong ngan kéo td. Ngan kéo ay da bi cay ra, bén
trong khong sot lai du chi mot cac.

Vé thoi quen sinh hoat hang ngay clta Kinue, cd gilp viéc khai
nhu sau.

“Toi bdt dau lam & nha nay tur khoang nlra nam trudc. Cha toi
mang dn cau chu tu thdi chién tranh, nén t6i mdi dugc gidi thi€u
dén day. ban dau t6i khong biét gi vé vu hinh xam, vé sau mai bang
hoang ngd nglra. Mg chu bao vi minh xdm tré nén ngudi gilp viéc
nao cling sg, khong chiu lam lau. Lic d6 t6i da mudn xin nghi ludn,
nhung sau dan quen nén chdng ban tam nita. Mg chd hao phdng
lam, cho t6i rat nhiéu th&. C6 may bo kimono mdi mdc doi ba lan
ma ndi hiing ma cling cho i, chang budn ti€c ré gi. Tuy nhién mg
hay xét nét va buc doc vi nhitng chuyén nho nhat, nén Iay long mg
cling khong phai dé. Vang, hoi trudc hau nhu t6i nao cau chu cling
t&i va nghi lai qua dém, bay gid mg chu déu & nha, con ban ngay thi
mg di chdi khap nci, hét mua sam lai xem phim, xem kich. Thé roGi
ho quyét dinh m3 mét quan rugu theo ché dd hdi vién & Ginza dé



cau chl cd chb d&i khach cong ty. Dén khoang dau thang nay mg
chu van thudng xuyén & dd, nhung gan day hinh nhu lai bé r6i. Anh
hoi quan hé cua hai nguGi ho cé tét khong a? Trudc day man nong
lam, nhung t6i khong r6 liéu mg chi cd that l1ong yéu cau chd khong
nira... Khong thady mg qua lai véi 6ng nao khac ca, nhung mudi ngay
nay, k& tir dut thi hinh x8m, cdu chl ban gat hon han. Lan nao ciu
dén ho cling cai nhau. Sau day thi toi dugc cho nghi...”

LGi khai cla cO gilp viéc (ma tU dau dén chan chi c6 mai tdc
udn xodn la hgp mot), dai khai la nhu vay. Khi nghe hdi thém rang
gan day cé chuyén gi khac la khong, c6 ta suy nghi mét héi roi tra
|5

“Nhac mdi nhd, tam trua ba bon hdm trudce, 1Gc di chg vé, toi co
thdy mot tén m&t may bdm trgn, an méc 16i thdi ding trudc cong
nhu dang tham do tinh hinh bén trong nha. Thay toi lai g‘é\n han
trgn mat ludm roi voi va bd di. Han cao gan 1m60, toc cét ngan da
ngam den, mat gian manh, mdc sé mi trang kém quéan Au nhung
trong rat ludom thudém.”

Pay la m6t chi tiét gilp ich kha 16n cho qua trinh diéu tra. Sau
khi ra tu, Usui Ryokichi ta tlc tai nha mét ngudi anh két nghia &
Mito*, nhung chang may chéc lai biét tdm biét tich. Khi xem anh
Usui, cO gilp viéc xac nhan ngay han chinh la ngugi dan 6ng lang
vang trudc nha hdm &y. BUt tich con luu lai trong tu cdia han cling
trung khép vai nét chir trén bi thu de doa kia.

Mat khac, nha riéng cia Mogami Takezo cling bi diéu tra mét
cach triét dé€. Canh sat ddc biét chd y dén chi€c hdp tréng khéng
von dudc dung dé bdo quan sing luc. Theo I8i ngudi gilp viéc thi
khoang hai ba hém trudc khi mat tich, Takezo co6 vé suy tu rat
nhiéu. Ba ta con giat minh khi tinh cd thay y 16i sing ra lau chui bao
dudng.

Cong cudc thdm van tién si Hayakawa va Inazawa hau nhu
khéng dat dudc tién trién gi. Inazawa ldp lai IGi khai ci, tién si mot
muc tu chdi giai thich vé hanh tung cia minh vao dém xay ra an
mang.



Chi’ng c’ ngoai pham cta Mogami Hisashi da dugc xac nhan.
Khi han chd dong dén sd canh sat trinh dién vdi tu cach ddi tugng
tham van, vién canh sat & don Tsukiji 1ap tdc cong nhan dé la ngudi
da ngodi sau song sat budng tam giam tir 9 giG 15 phat t6i hom an
mang xay ra cho tgi 9 giG sang hom sau. Ngoai ra, c6 chi Kawabata
Kyoko ctia tiém Au phuc Mona Lisa & Ginza cling xac nhan la minh
da cung Hisashi xem kich tai rap Togeki su6t tu' 3 ruGi chiéu cho tdi
8 giG t6i. Ca nhan vién phuc vu lan pha ché & quan Linden déu lam
chirng la Hisashi da x6 xat véi doi ba tén du thu du thuc vao khoang
8 ruGi t6i hom do.

Canh sat cling xuc tién diéu tra thém vé Kinue, nhung khu
Honjo nguyén quan ctia c6 da bi bom dan san phang, nén chang de
gi thu thap dudc thém thong tin vé qua kh( ctia ngudi phu nir nay.
May man la ho con tim dugc mot cu gia vé qué sd tan thdi chién
nhung da tung séng & khu do, nén cling khai thac dugc it nhiéu dir
liéu phuc vu diéu tra. Theo I6i cu k&, Horiyasu la mét thg x&m noi
ti€ng, tinh tinh ngang nganh, thang nhu rudt ngua. Vg 6ng ta la dan
lam an bu6n ban, ban chat tinh ranh, da khi€n Horiyasu phai phién
long khéng it. V& sau ba ta bd nha theo trai tré, d€ lai cho chdng ba
dla con thd. Horiyasu vugt bao gian kho, mot tay nubi day con cai
trudng thanh. Cau con ca I8n 1én nGi nghiép cha, trd thanh thg xam.
Di nhién da theo cai nghiép &y thi ngoai mat ho chi dam trung bién
mua ban cd vit, ch(r chdng thé dudng dudng chinh chinh hanh
nghé. Trudc khi di kham nghia vu quan su, Tsunetaro da hoan thién
xong hinh xam cta minh. Thay vay, Kinue ciing khong chiu thua kém
va bat dau xdm minh. Nghe k& vao nhitng ngay hé ndng ndng, cd
chang ngai méc &o cdc dé phé ra nhifng mang xanh den I1&p 16 dudi
ong tay, ai di qua déu trong thay. Ti€p theo, Tamae cling bat dau
xam, khong rd 1a hinh gi vi chdng méy chéc nha Horiyasu da chuyén
di ndi khac mat roi.

Cau chuyén clia cu gia tom tat lai la thé. Di nhién chi ngan &y
thi chdng bd bén gi, nhung gilra thoi hau chién r6i ren nay, cg quan
diéu tra cling danh tam hai long véi két qua thu dugc.

Luat su Sayama tur chdi g& niém phong di chuc cta Takezo, nén
t&i gid van khong rd ndi dung cla nd. Chua biét Takezo song chét



thé nao, cling chang cé bang ching gi khang dinh y la hung thu giét
Kinue, nén tr géc nhin luat su thi di nhién khong du ly do mdé di
chic. Tuy nhién, trén phuong dién ca nhan, luat su Sayama da co
nhiéu chia sé kha thang than véi canh sat. Theo do, khoang mot
thang trudc, Takezo cd ndi la mudn nhap hd khdu Kinue vé vdi minh,
nhung may hom trudc vu an, y lai bao tam hoan da.

Di nhién quan Serpent cling nam trong pham vi diéu tra. Vao
thdi budi quan ly gat gao nay, & Ginza cd khong it quan rugu hoat
ddng chui kiéu &y. Canh sat da phan nao do ra dugc Serpent 1a mét
tu diém cd bac bat hgp phap, nén né da tu déng clra trude khi an
mang xay ra. Ca quan dudc don dep sach s&, hau nhu khdng dé lai
dau van tay nao.

Trén day 1a toan bd nhiing thdng tin tap hop vé chd trudng
phong diéu tra Matsushita Eiichiro trong vong ba ngay sau an mang.
Suy doan cua anh qua khong sai. Ngoai chudng ngai chong chat do
b6i canh nhiéu nhuong thai hau chién, ban than vu viéc cling thudc
loai phd'c tap nhat ma anh tirng gap.

TU trudc dén nay, anh ludn nghiém tic tuan tha tinh than cua
hién phap mdi nhu ton trong cac quyén con ngudi cc ban clia nghi
can, chu trong suy ludn logic ch( tuyét d6i khdng dung bao luc dé
tra tdn ép cung, kién quyét khong khdi to bi can néu chua tim ra
bang ching truc ti€p... Tuy nhién, viéc ti€n si Hayakawa c( khang
khang thuc thi quyén im Iang khong khoi khién long anh am i Ira
gian, chi muon lao téi cho 6ng ta mot dam.

MGt khi da xac dinh dudc nam hudng tinh nghi thi cho du bon
trong s6 d6 hoan toan v6 nghia, nguyén tdc can ban clia cong tac
diéu tra van la tién hanh déng déu ca nam hudng. Tu gdc nhin ay,
viéc truy tim tung tich Takezo va truy c(u tién si Hayakawa déu la
uu tién hang dau cla canh sat.

Nhung ngoai ra, con mot di€ém khién Eiichiro phai dau dau.
Chinh 1a ndm d&u van tay (trlr van tay nan nhan) dé lai hién trudng.
Pa xac dinh dudc ba nam mot nii. Mogami Takezo va cO gilp Vviéc
Yoshida Fusako thi khoi phai ban. Inazawa Yoshio va Usui Ryokichi
cling da xac dinh dugc nhG qua trinh diéu tra. Nhung van tay phu



n{f cudi cung la thé nao? N6 kha gidng van tay nan nhan, nhung
phan tich chi tiét ra lai thay sai khac nho.

Khdng thé loai trlr khd ndng ngusi phu nit bi &n nay dang nam
gilr chia khda d€ pha gidi vu an... Th€ nhung tdi nay cd ta van chua
chiu 16 dién, nhu th€ mudn cudi vao miii nhithg no luc diéu tra. Su
ton tai cda c6 ta nhu bdng den ghé ron bao trum toan bd vu an,
khong khac gi Iii sén lUc nhc trong phong tam kia.

Tuy van cudi cot gat di khd ndng nay, nhung hinh anh tdm than
tran cta Nomura Tamae (ngudi phu nir véi hinh xam Tsunade) c(
nhu khac sau vao trong mat Eiichiro, khong cach nao xua tan dugc.

Orochimaru va Tsunade... Cap song sinh xinh dep vdi 10i nguyén
trén than minh... Cé khi nao tin Tamae chét trong dgt tha bom
Hiroshima chi la tin that thiét, con that ra c6 ta dang & Tokyo va
ndm gil vai trd quan trong trong vu an dang sg nay?

V@i Matsushita Eiichiro, d6 mai mai la mot cau hoi I6n khong 0
dap.



Thi thé trong nha kho

Cudi cung thi canh sat ciling lan ra dugc tung tich cua Mogami
Takezo, nhung trai vdi ki vong clda ho, y chang cung cap thém chut
ti€n tri€én nao cho cdng cudc diéu tra, bdi vi khi canh sat tim dén noi,
Takezo chi con la moét cai xac, khdng ndéi nang gi dugc nira.

Chu nhat, mung 1 thang Chin.

P3 hon 9 gi¢ sdng ma Matsushita Eiichiro vAn ngi mé mét. C6
| nhiéu ngay lién ti€p phai lan I0n trong ndng nong da khi€én anh
kiét sirc. Téi khi tinh day va dung bira sang mudn, anh lai nhan dugc
hung tin qua dién thoai.

“T6i khéng &n nira dau. Minh giGp t6i chuan bi d6 vai.” Eiichiro
quang dla xubng ban roi ding ddy, quay sang chu em Kenzo dang
lo Idng ngude nhin anh. “Phat hién ra thi thé Mogami Takezo. Chti c6
di cung khong?”

Di nhién Kenzo khong tUr chdi. Hai anh em Iap tic sira soan tu
trang r6i ngbi xe canh sat di vé phia Tay theo truc dudng Ome.

“Anh a, Takezo chét r6i sao? Lé nao y tu sat?” Vira chui vao
bang ghé sau, Kenzo hoi ngay.

“Chi qua dién thoai thoi thi chua biét dugc.”

“Thi thé dudc phat hién & dau a?”

“Trong mot nha kho bd hoang cla nha Mogami. NguGi trong
vung thudng goi né la ngdi nha ma am.” Eiichiro chi dap vay roi im
bat hat thudc, mac cho Kenzo ti€p tuc gang hoi.



Ho lan lugt di qua cac khu Ogikubo, Nishi-Ogi, Kichijoji. Canh
sac hai bén dudng moi lic mot tiéu diéu va dam chat néng thon. T4
khi bang qua doan dudng ngang gan ga Mitaka, ho trong thay diéu
tra vién Akita dang dirng chd. Akita gid tay ra hiéu cho xe durng, roi
lap tuc leo 1én bang ghé sau cung anh em Kenzo.

“Ai 1a ngudi phat hién ra thi th€?” Eiichiro hoi ngay, khéng dé
cap dudi kip thé.

“Nhan vién cuia Tap doan Mogami a.”

“Lam sao ma phat hién dugc?”

“Cho d6 von mang ti€ng ma am, la tai san cam cg, phia Mogami
tich thu xong van chua tim dugc cach xur ly nao, ben quyét dinh pha
dd roi mang vat liéu tdi dia diém khac dung lai. Du ki€n mai bat dau
thi cong, nén nhan vién mdi dén khao sat thuc dia va phat hién thi
thé trong nha kho.”

“Nguyén nhan tu vong la gi?”

“An mét phat dan vao dau, chét ngay tirc khic.”

“Hung khi thi sao?”

“Nam gon trong tay nan nhan a.”

“Tu sat a?”

“Chua thé khang dinh, nhung khé ¢ kha néng khac.” “Hum...”
Eiichiro buc boi hang giong.

Pung Idc do, chiéc xe cua gap vé hudng trai r6i dung lai, “Tu
day xe khong vao dugc, moi ngudi chiu kho cudc bo vay a.”

“Pudc r6i.” Eiichiro nhanh chdng xubng xe, vt diéu thudc dang
hat d& r6i doi mat ra xa. Noi nay cach ga Mitaka khoang ba muoi
phut di bd vé hudng Pong Bac. Canh sac xung quanh con luu gitt
kha nhiéu dau an cia vung néng thon Musashino truyén thong. Tat
nhién la so vdi phong canh dudc Kunikida Doppo* miéu ta trong
danh tac Musashino, thi rd rang thdi gian da lam nadi nay bién doi it
nhiéu, vi nhu 16p I8p nha xudng chan ngang dudng chan tr&i ddng
xa. Nhung néu chd y quan sat va cam nhan, van c6 thé bat gap doi
nét hitu tinh du sc niu gilr chan ngudi nhu ring so6i thua trén nén
ti€éng sudi ngan nga...



Tuy nhién, trong hoan canh nay, Eiichiro chi nhu mot ké pham
phu tuc tr, chdng con tam tri dau ma tan hudng nhitng nét hitu tinh
ay ca. Anh chdm chud quan sat xung quanh cling chi nham khac sau
vao dau cac dac diém cla hién trudng ma thoi.

L3 ngdi nha giita rirng go tap dang kia a.” Akita tré ngdi nha
ndm cubi con dudng mon ngodn ngoeo men theo dong sudi nho,
cach cho ho dang ding khoang sau chuc mét.

“Pay la dudng doc dao a?”

“Vang. Nhung quanh day toan ring cay véi dong rudng, nén
chang thiéu I6i dot nhap hay thoat than dau a.”

“Nha dan gan nhat cach day bao xa?”

“Khoang ba bbn tram mét a.”

“budc roi, di thoi.”

Eiichiro dan dAu doan ngudi tién buc trén con dudng kho cong
sau may ngay nang dep. Di nhién chang con dau chan nao ro rang
luvu lai trén dudng. Thay ho di tdi, may vién canh sat dang tranh
nang dudi birc tudng dat do nat lién nghiém ngudi va gic tay chao
theo diéu Iénh. Hinh nhu cong nha dugc khoa tir bén trong.

“Vao béng 16i nao day?” Eiichiro quay lai hdi Akita sau khi tu’ tay
lay lay canh cong vai lan.

“Co 16i ngach thudng dung & bén nay a.”

“Dan tdi qua dé di.”

Poan ngudi men theo bd tudng dat téi chd cdng ngach G mat
sau nha. Cd ngaoi nay co Ié phai rong gan 1000m2. Bi qua cong la
dén manh vuon ngdp tran nang ha, cd dai moc um tum. Huong cd
pha Ién mii ho. Bén canh ngbi nha chinh hinh chir L rong khoang
120m2, ¢ mé sau khubn vién con cé mot nha kho d6 nat vdi I6p
tuGng mau trang.

“Tinh hinh trong nha chinh thé nao?”

“Tham cdi 1an d6 dac déu dugc don di hét roi a. Clra kinh v3 ca,
cling khong co gi la la trong thai budi nay. Thi thoang dam du thu
du thuc van tu tap & dé.”



Eiichiro gat dau rdi chadm thém diéu thuSc mdi, budc lai chd nha
kho. Vién canh sat ditng canh & day lién nghiém ngudi mé clra. Mui
am thap dic trung cla nha dat hoa cung mui t& thi khdm 183m lap
tlrc x0c ra. Kenzo ngd qua vai Eiichiro vao trong, nhung do mat chua
quen vé&i bong t6i nén phai mat mét lIic anh mdi nhin ra xac chét
nam do.

“MG clra so.”

Clra so 1ap tirc md réng theo |énh Eiichiro, ndng tran vao, soi roi
tan tham kich trong nha kho. Rubi xanh vo ve khap nci. Sau bén
trong, ngay trudc mot thu trong nhu thung bia rong la xac Mogami
Takezo do guc trén san, tay phai van cam sung gi lI€n dau. Tu thi da
phan hay tudng d6i. Cé thé thay dong mau chay ra tU cai 16 nho
ngay trén tai phai y da kho lai va nga den trén san nha day bui.

“T{r vong bao lau r6i?”

“Tam ba bon ngay a.”

“Vay la cung ngay hoac mudn hon vu Kitazawa?”

“Vang.”

“Nguyén nhan tlr vong la bi ban a?”

“Vang, dan xuyén nao theo dudng chéo tu phia trén tai phai. Co
I€ la chét ngay lap tic.”

“C6 d&u vét u da hay bao hanh khéng?”

“Khdng phat hién diém gi dang ng& a.”

“Po dac trong nguGi thi sao?”

“Trong vi cd khoang 2000 yén tién mat. Ngoai ra con mot dong
h6 ma vang tri gia d6 bay tam nghin yén.”

“M3t t(r thi co biéu hién dau dén khéng?”

“Ciling tuang dai lau roi nén khé ma xac dinh dugc...”

“Kh&u sling thé nao?”

“Browning ddi 1936, di kém 6ng giam thanh.”

“Cung b0 vaGi hdp dung tim thay & nha riéng cua Takezo?”

“Vang.”



“Trén sung co6 van tay khong?”

“Co moi van tay clia Takezo thoi.”

“Khong c6 dau hiéu nao cia mot vu an mang?”

“Gan nhu la khéng a.”

“Néu 13 tu sat thi nhiéu kha ndng y da ngdi trén chiéc hop rong
nay, gi sung vao dau va bop co, roi theo da nga lan ra san?”

“Vang, cé |é la vay.”

“Trong sung c6 may vién dan?”

O sau vién, nap du dan, nhung mdi ban mdi mot vién.”

“Ranh dan co trung khép khéng?”

“Phai giai phau tur thi roi d6i chiu méi chic chdn dugc, nhung
at la khdp thoi a.”

“Néu lap 6ng giam thanh thi tir bén ngoai rat kho nghe dugc
ti€éng sung, dung khong?”

“Vang, kho dat nén cach am kha t6t. NGi nay lai ndm xa tuGng
bao, nén tru phi ngudi ta ¢ trong khuon vién ngdi nha, chr khong
thi khd ma nghe thay dugc.”

“Bugc roi. Nhd cdu dan tay nhan vién phat hién tir thi t&i gép
t6i.”

N&i xong, Eiichiro ngdi xém xudng xem qua cai xac, dao mat
quanh nha kho mét lugt r6i lui vé nha chinh. Anh vira buéng minh
xubng san hién bui bam nhin ra san vudn thi mét thanh nién khoang
hai bay hai tdm tudi dugc dan dén trudc mat.

“T6i la Yoshioka Ichiro, 28 tudi, nhan vién Tap doan Mogami.”
Cau ta run ray cli chao roi xung danh.

“Cau la ngudi phat hién t thi?”

“Vang.”

"Po cd dung la xac cua Mogami Takezo, giam dbc cong ty cac
cau khéng?”

“Pdng a...” Nhu hoi tudng canh tugng rgn ngudi ay, Yoshioka
Ichiro khé rung minh, mat nham tit.



“Phién ciu ke lai chi tiét su tinh Ic phat hién tr thi.”

“Vang. Khoang ba thang trudc, cong ty chdng t6i ti€p quan
quyén s@ hiru ng6i nha nay. Cong ty von khong cdé ké hoach dau tu
gi vao nd, nghe dau day la tai san thé chap ma 6ng chu thu vé dugc
tr mot khoan cho vay trén danh nghia ca nhan. Tinh ra chi cé dat
nén la dang gia it nhiéu, ch( ban than nha ctra thi chang dugc may
dong, lai thém tin don nham la cr dén chiéu t6i lai co ti€éng ngudi
rén ri, nén cling khé ban. Hinh nhu chd nhéan ban dau, nguGi xay
nha nay, vi lam an that bat ma da treo cb tu tir ngay trong nha kho,
ch th hai thi dot nhién mac bénh tam than, chd th{ ba vudng
vong lao ly. Thé nén tu khi s& hitu nha nay, 6ng chu ciling phan van
khong biét xr tri thé€ nao. Thay nha nhiéu dép qua nén trudc tién
ong ay quyét dinh pha bo, chi gilr lai dat nén. Du kién la mai s€ bat
dau thao da...”

“Khoan... Viéc pha bé ngdi nha dugc quyét dinh khi nao?”

“D0 hai tuan trudc a.”

“Tuc la trude khi Takezo mat tich?”

\\Véng."

“Tlc la khong chi Takezo ma nhan vién cong ty déu biét ngoi
nha sap bi pha dg?”

“Vang, ai lién quan déu biét ca.”

“Quan ly Inazawa ciling nam dugc chi?”

“Di nhién a.”

“Pudc réi, mdi cau ti€p tuc.”

“That ra vi 6ng chi mat tich nén khau chuan bj dang dinh tré it
nhiéu, hiém noi khdng dé méc dugc nén t6i t&i xem tinh hinh thé
nao. L€ ra con mot ngudi nira cung dén nhung dgi mai & ga khong
thdy, t6i danh di trudc mot minh. Nghi 1a k€ ca ¢ ma thét thi cling
khong xuat hién gilra ban ngay ban mat dau, tdi c thé tién vao tu
clra ngach. L&i ddy van lubn d& md vi trong nha chang cé d6 dac gi
nén cling khong lo trdom. Dao quanh mot vong, téi bat gap clra kho
hé mé. Cho la bat thudng, toi bén lai gan nghe ngéng xem co ai &
trong khéng, thay im lang qua mdi danh bao md toang cira. Mui hoi



thoi lién x6c vao miii khién t6i ron ngudi bat gidc thut Ui, nhung van
thu hét can dam ngo vao trong lan nira. Khi mat quen vdi bong toi
thi nhan ra cai xac nam lan l6c. Khdng nhitng vay, céi xac con mdc
bo Au phuc quen thubc cua ong chu... Suyt nira toi da u té chay,
nhu’ng van kip nghi 1a khdng thé dé ké dudc, nén tdi don canh sat
gan nhat bao tin...” T’ nét mat va dong tac lau mo6 hai lia lia trong
liic khai béo, ¢ the th3y thanh nién nay ndi thét.

“T6i hiéu roi. Cam on cau.”

Nghe xong IGi khai cla Yoshioka Ichiro, Eiichiro lién dirng day ra
don ngudi bén kiém sat vira tGi hién trudng. Bi bo lai mot minh,
Kenzo khong co viéc gi lam nén cr di vong quanh san vudn, tam tri
mai mé suy luan vé vu viéc lan nay.

Nghi van dau tién, day rot cudc la tu sat hay cd sat? Thoat nhin
thi chdng ¢ cén cr gi dé€ coi la &n mang ca. Takezo chét vi vién dan
ban ra ti khdu siing y cAm trong tay, va khau stng dé 1a do y dem
theo khi rGi khoi nha riéng. Khdé ma nghi t8i kha nang nao khac
ngoai tu sat. Tuy nhién, néu coi la tu sat thi can xem xét dong co.
Tai sao y phai lam thé? Chang 1€ y giét Kinue nén mdi tu sat? Nghe
cling hgp Iy, nhung van cd vai diém kho hiéu.

Piém khod hiéu th(r nhét 13, tai sao y lai chon noi nay dé tu’ sat?
Khong it ngudi cho rang da dinh chét thi ddu chang dudc, viéc gi
phai lya chon dia diém. Song thuc t&€ khéng don gidn nhu vay.
Khong hi€u sao, nhitng ké cd y dinh tu sat lai dé trd nén 1ang man.
Bén canh tam ly dam dbng, yéu t6 canh quan cling it nhiéu gop
phan khi€én nudi Mihara* hay thac Kegon* trd thanh nhirng “danh
thang” thu hut ngudi tu sat. Chi it la dugc chét & nci phong canh
hitu tinh, ai ma chang thé. Vay tai sao Takezo lai chon chdn éam u
héo lanh nay? So vGi mot ngdi nha ma am thi cé Ié nha riéng hay
nha Kinue con t6t chan dé ma ra di.

Piém kho hi€u th(r hai la, tai sao Takezo lai nap day ca 6 dan?
Trudc khi tu’ sat, con nguai thudng co tam ly ti€c nudi vat chat mot
cach ki la. Tuong truyén nhitng ké dén Mihara tu sat thudng chi
mua vé tau mot chiéu. Néu da quyét tdm chuan bi khdu sing nay dé
guyén sinh, Takezo sé chi nap mét hoac hai vién dan la cung. Von di



nd cling khéng dudc dung dé sat hai Kinue ma bao can nhiéu dan
dé lam gi.

Piém kho hiéu th(r ba 13, gia st Takezo giét Kinue thét, ly do gi
khién y phai khoa trai phong tam r6i cua xac, mang phan than nan
nhan rGi khoi hién truGng? Gia ma phat hién thay than Kinue gan
cho y chét thi con dé giai thich, nhung di nhién su dGi khong chiéu
ldong nguGi nhu vay.

Phan tich la thé, nhung khong cd nghia Kenzo thién vé gia
thuyét gi€t ngudi. Khau siing rd rang nam trong tay Takezo, xét theo
|é thudng thi kho Iong nguy tao dugc moét vu tu sat tu nhién nhudng
nay. Néu ddy khong phai tu sat, viec mang theo sung chung to
Takezo it nhi€u cling co nhan thuc la ban than dang gap nguy hiém.
Trong trudng hgp do, chang ly gi y khong chong tra quyét liét trudc
khi chét. Tuy nhién, trén tu thi lai khong hé c6 dau vét au da hay
bao hanh. Chang ai dau oc tinh tdo ma lai ng6i im dé ké khac dat
sling vao tay roi chdp nhan bi ban thing dau ca.

Néu cho rang day 1a mét vu giét ngudi, cling c6 thé gia dinh
rang Takezo da clng ké nao do tdi day roi bi d6i phucng tan cong
bat ngd. Song Takezo sé chéngNIén 16i dén day néu khong cé ly do
cap thiét, cling chdng doi nao dan theo ngudi khdng dang tin tdi tan
ch6n héo lanh nay. Thé thi tai sao phai mang theo sung?

Hay Takezo bi giét & ndi khac r6i méGi dugc dua tdi day? Kenzo
lap tic loai bo kha nang ay, bdi lam sao dan dung dugc thi thé tu
nhién dén vay.

CUr thé, Kenzo [an lugt bac bd moi gia thuyét nay ra. Chang két
ludn nao nghe co vé hgp ly ca.

“Sao rbi? Trong anh tu v qua.”

Ngoanh lai dang sau, Kenzo thdy mot ngudi cao to budc tdi
gan. La diéu tra vién Ishikawa.

“Chao cau.” Kenzo bat luc cudi gugng. “T6i dang thd suy luan
vé vu lan nay. Cau nghi sao? Liéu Takezo tu sat hay bi giét?”

“Hang vo0 bién nhu t6i thi chiu r6i. May vu phai dong nao thi chi
trong cay vao trudng phong thoi.” Ishikawa cudi trur tré vao dau
minh.



“Suy doan gi cling dugc. Chang can nghi nhiéu dau, c nghe
truc giac mach bao thoi.”

“Néu thé thi truc gidac mach bao t6i day chac chan la mot vu
giét ngudi.”

“Tai sao?”

“Chac trudng phong da nhan ra tir dau r6i. Nhin bui trong kho
la biét.”

\\Bui?"

"Noi nay su6t may thang nay khong dugc su’ dung, dang I€ phai
phu mot I6p bui day. Song thuc té thi trén san lai chang thay dau
chan nao rd nét, ct nhu' mai c6 nguGi di lai loan xa vay. Khong phai
do chung ta giam Ién dau, tu lc phat hién tur thi da the roi. Thé nén
chung t6i khong tai nao lan dugc dau chan cua Takezo dé kham
nghiém.”

“Ra vay, thé ma toi khong nhan ra.” Kenzo noéi bang giong cam
phuc. Qua la dan chuyén nghiép co khac. “Nghia la hung tha da co
tinh di qua di lai dé xda dau chan trén bui?”

“Toi dodn thé&. A, xin 16i anh nhé.” Nghe tiéng ai goi minh,
Ishikawa chay di.

bao mat nhin quanh, Kenzo thdy cdu nhan vién Tap doan
Mogami van dang di’ng mot goc vdi vé lung tung khong biét minh
da dudc vé hay chua, bén Ién ti€ng bat chuyén.

“Rat 1dy lam ti€c vé chuyén cla gidm doc cac cau. Chac cau
cting soc 1am.”

“A, vang, cdm on anh.” Nhan vién giat minh, chac do nghi
Kenzo cling la canh sat, song van lich thiép dap lai. “Liéu giam doc
tu’ sat hay bi ngudi ta giét a? Lé nao ciling la hung thd & vu an mang
kia?"”

“Chua thé khdng dinh diéu gi, nhung...” Kenzo k& lai thdng tin
vUa nghe tu Ishikawa.

“Bui trong nha kho u...” Nhan vién ngap ngiing. “Thé thi cé gi la
dau a... Mdi gan day chang toi con dung nha kho nay ma.”

“GI cg?”



“Chulng t6i van c&t may mén vat liéu xay dung ton, dinh 8¢, xi
mang trong nay. Mdi chuyén di chua 1au, nén di nhién la trén san
khong cé bui dau a.”

“That sao!?” Kenzo c6 cam giac vira an moét gay trdi giang vao
ngay dinh dau. Tdi gid mdi tham thia su that rang diéu tra toi pham
ngoai ddi phic tap gap bdi trong truyén trinh thdm, anh ngang mét,
thd dai ngao ngan.

Su6t ca ngay hom do, canh sat da luc tung moi ngd ngach
trong kho va trong nha, nhung khéng tim dugc manh mGi nao dang
ké. Thi thé dugc dua dén phong phdp y cua dai hoc, song ciling
khong thu hoach dugc gi ngoai nhitng thong tin chang can kham
nghiém ciling biét nhu thaGi gian tU vong rgi vao ngay 27 hodc 28,
vién dan gam vao dau la nguyén nhan duy nhat gay ra cai chét va
hoan toan khdp vdi khau sting trong tay Takezo.

NGi bd canh sat cling chia thanh hai phe, tranh cdi gay gat xem
day la cd sat hay tu sat. Co ngudi con cho rang sau khi gié€t Kinue,
Takezo d3 tam thdi ndu minh & kho dé dgi co hdi cao chay xa bay,
xong bi luong tdm dan vt nén lai 16i khdu sing ho than ra tu sat.

Tham tam Eiichiro v cung that vong. Chua ban tdi viéc Takezo
c6 phai hung tha giét Kinue hay khong, anh van dinh ninh rang y
nam trong tay chia khda pha giai vu an lan nay. Cai chét cia Takezo
nhu dap tat moi hi vong trong anh.

HOm sau, luat su Sayama chap thuan md& di chic. NOi dung
khong cd gi dang chu y. Di nguyén cla Takezo la chia cho em trai
Hisashi mot nlra tai san, cho Kinue mot phan ba. Trudng hgp moét
trong hai nguGi d6 mat ma Kinue chua cd con, phan tai san thira ké
sé€ dudc giao cho ngudi kia. Riéng mot phan sau con lai sé dugc gui
tang tién si Hayakawa lam von nghién cltu.

Thé& 1& Mogami Hisashi bong chdc ndm trong tay mét khdi gia
san khong [6. Xét tir diém nay thi hdn hoan toan cé di déng co dé



bi nghi ngG, nhung vdi chirng c ngoai pham v6 cung virng chac,
trudng phong Eiichiro ndi riéng va toan thé S3 Canh sat Tokyo ndi
chung khong con lua chon nao khac ngoai loai Hisashi khoi danh
sach tinh nghi.

Mogami Takezo d& chét, nén du trang den thé nao cling chang
ai truy cu y thém dugc. Ca Inazawa Yoshio lan tién si Hayakawa
déu cb rat nhiéu diém dang ngd, song lucng tdm nghé nghiép
khong cho phép Eiichiro dé nghi khdi t6 ho khi chua c6 bang ching
truc ti€p. Sau vai ngay can nhac, cudi cung anh danh ki tén dong
ddu vao Iénh tha ngudi. Du dugc trién khai mot cach v6 clng bai
ban, cong cudc diéu tra van Iam vao bé tdc. Sau hudng diéu tra nay
da ddt mat bon, ma canh sat thi chua lan ra dugc chit manh moi
nao ctia Usui Ryokichi va ngudi phu nit bi &n con lai.

Eiichiro khac khoai mong udc tdm dugc Usui Ryokichi. Han dang
¢ dau chua!?

Di nhién Eiichiro chua bd cudc. Anh dit khoat khdng dé vu an
di vao ngd cut. R6i anh sé bat dugc Usui Ryokichi. Chang I€ huy
dong toan bo Iuc lugng ciia S& Canh sat Tokyo ma lai khong [an ra
dugc mot tén co tién an da biét day du mat mii ho tén. Su tu tin
cta Eiichiro a cd co sd va hoan toan chinh xac. Bdng la chang bao
ldu sau thi Usui Ryokichi bi bat. Song trg tréu thay, viéc tim ra han
chang nhitng khong gilip pha giai vu an, ma con khién nd tré nén ki
bi gap boi.

Ac quy han dang tham cudi vao mili cdnh séat, nhitng ké tudng
da chién thang tuyét doi trong ca hai vu giét ngudi, v4i chiéu bai
dan dung cho Takezo “tu’ sat”.

Tuy nhién, trdi véi suy tinh cla ca hung tha 1an cdnh sat, S6
phan xoay van ti€p tuc cuon nhiing nhan vat khong ngd vao vong
x0dy vu an, md ra nga ré mdi dan tGi tham kich th ba va cai két
kinh hoang sau doé.



Maiya trd vé

Ngan nglt Nhat c6 cau “Khdng dau t6i hon chan dén”. An mang
hinh xam tudng chung da di vao ngd cut, ai ngd chia khoa pha giai
lai nam ngay & dia phan cu trd cua trudng phong Matsushita
Eiichiro.

Cach nha Matsushita do hai ba ho, c6 mot cai thau tén Goto
Katsuo, vira budc vao tudi tir tuan, Ira tudi phong dd nhat cua dan
ong. Theo tap tuc cla dan xay dung, y cling xam hinh Benten Kozo*
kin lung.

P3 hai thang trdi qua ké tir khi hai vu an mang dudc phat hién.
Sang Chu nhét no, Kenzo dang tan bo thi gap Katsuo.

“Chao anh.” Kenzo ma IGi.

"Chao cau.” bang Idi hdi lam gi do, Katsuo ngang lén dap roi hoi
han bdng cai giong li€n thodng chdng hé phu hgp vdi ngoai hinh
bam tron. “Vu giét nguGi cua xac & Kitazawa thé nao r6i? Pa tom
dudc hung thu chua?”

“Chua a.”

“Anh cau vat va that day. Nhung tai sao hung thua lai phai cua
lay phan than mang di nhi?”

“Anh ciing liéu liéu day. C& lam tinh lam t6i dan ba con gai roi
s€ c6 ngay cling bi cua xac dem di.”

“Cau khéo dua. Tbi thi lam gi co ai theo ma phai lo chuyén ay.
ROt cudc hung thu 1ay hinh xam lam gi nhi?”



“Noéi dua thoi, that ra t6i cd viec mudn nhd anh day.”

“Gi thé? Cau c ndi di, trdng thé thdi ch(® toi dau sao ciing 1a
dan Edo, cé phai ganh quan tai cling san sang.”

“Khong c6 gi trong dai dén thé dau. That ra nhin anh Eiichiro
khd tam trén tréd mai, tdi cling dinh giip mot tay, song mai chang
tim ra manh mo6i nao nén hai nan. May hom nay t6i nghi hay la qua
hoi anh may vu hinh xam, biét dau lai tham khao dugc gi.”

“Tudng gi, chuyén nhd! Khéng biét cé ich gi khong, nhung toi
lubn san sang. Mdi cau vao nha da.”

Kenzo mang tam ly cau may theo Katsuo vao ng6i nha nhoé xinh
xan. Ngoai thém cam mot cay cd Matoi* to dung, trong nha dung ca
mot mi€u thG than bé thé, hai lac 16ng vdi khdng gian xung quanh,
chac déu do bénh nghé nghiép.

“Hinh xam Benten Kozo cta anh thi t6i da c6 nhiéu dip chiém
ngudng & nha tdm cdng cong roi, nén khoi phién anh cdi do lam gi.
TOi chi mudn hoi la khong biét anh xam minh tur bao giG?” NgOi
xuong canh bo 10 sudi kiém bép pha tra hinh hop, Kenzo mé IGi.

“Dé& xem nao, cling phai mudi bdn mudi 1I8m ndm roi. Tac pham
cla Horiuno Bé Nhi & Kanda day.”

“Ong &y khong ki tén a?”

“Tiéc la dgt &y toi lai hét tién... Cai trd nay ma dé lau, quén mat
vi kim xam ro6i thi khé lam tiép 1am.”

“Sau nay quay lai thi s&€ dau han a?”

“"Mo6t phan la thé. Cham kim vao da thit r6i xam muc Ién ngudi
ch cé phai td6 mau dau. H6i mdi xam toi con 6m Ién 6m xudng subt,
du ducng tudi trai trang. V3i ca so vai viéc bod tién mua dau dén vao
ngudi, dung tién dy cho tlru sac nghe con hgp ly gap bodi. Di nhién
da lam dén muc nay thi cd nhin dau va ton tién thém chut nira co I€
cling khong thanh van dé, nhung dgt dy canh sat lam gat qua, dam
ra t6i lai ngai, nhG ma gay lién luy t&i ngudi ta...” Katsuo ndi rbi cuGi
ha ha.

Thay thdi co da tdi, Kenzo bén thdm do, “Llc dén chd Horiuno,
anh cé nghe gi vé Horiyasu bén Honjo khong?”



“Xem nao... Chuyén ciing lau roi nén téi khong nhd ro 1am... Co
I€ cau khdng bi€t, may tay thu xam khéng ua giao du véi nhau dau.
Dén cho Horiuno ma lai mé moém khen Horiyasu thi khac gi choc vao
t6 ong vo vé. Nhung phai cong nhan tay nghé cla Horiyasu xirng
danh nghé nhan. Toi c6 ngudi quen tung dugc 6ng ay xam cho.
Ngay ca phan mau nén cling v6 cung tinh xao... Nhung Horiyasu thi
li€én quan gi tdi vu lan nay?”

“A, bdo chi khdng dé cap dén, nhung that ra cd gdi bi hai trong
an mang nay la con Horiyasu. Hinh xam trén lung c6 ay cling la do
cha xam cho.”

"0, ra vay. Gid toi mdi biét day.”

“Horiyasu c¢6 ba nguGi con. Trudng nam tén Tsunetaro noi
nghiép cha trd thanh tho xam, trén lung co hinh Jiraiya, nhung da
biét tam tU hoi dudc phai tdi mat tran phia Nam. Hai co con gai
song sinh tén Kinue va Tamae, trén lung xam hinh Orochimaru va
Tsunade.”

Nét hoai nghi bong thodng qua mét Katsuo, “Khoan da, Jiraiya,
Orochimaru, Tsunade... Ba nhan vat & thé chan vac ay ha? Sao lai
thé€ dugc... Kane, mau ra day.”

Tu trong bép, vg Katsuo ngd mat ra, ludng cudng lau tay vao
tap dé deo trudc nguc. Co6 khoang hai tam hai chin tudi, guong mat
bau binh trang tréo kha ua nhin, nghe dau trudc la dan bubn ban.

“A, anh Kenzo qua chai day a. Khach dén ma chang tra nudc gi
thé nay, that ngai qua.”

“Tra nudc gi, dé€ sau di.” Katsuo buc doc nat. “Tay thg xdm lam
cho minh & Shibuya tén la gi ay nhi?”

Nghe hoi bat ngd, Kane khong khoi Iing ting, “That la, sao tu
dung minh lai hoi chuyén nay trudc mat khach...”

“"Khong can gilr y dau. Minh biét vu giét ngudi cua xac &
Kitazawa ch(? Anh I6n nha Matsushita dang gap khé khan trong viéc
pha gidi vu do. Cau Kenzo vi mudn gilp anh trai nén mdi tdi day héi
chuyén. Khong khéo tay thg xam kia lai biét gi hitu ich day.”



“Vay a?” Kane lan Iugt nhin hai ngudi dan 6ng r6i ngdi han
xuong dap. “Ngudi do hay dudc goi la anh Tsune, di linh mat tran
phudng Nam, mdi xuat ngii thang trudc. Trén lung cd xam hinh
Jiraiya thi phai a.”

Nghe tdi day, tim Kenzo nhu mubn nhay ra khoi [6ng ngurc.
Tsunetaro, trudng nam cua Horiyasu da binh an v6 su vé téi Tokyo
roi sao? Tudng han van mat tich  phuong Nam?

Di nhién ngan &y thong tin thi chua du dé khang dinh diéu gi,
nhung khdép ca tén lan hinh xam, lai md&i phuc vién tUr mat tran
phuong Nam va hanh nghé thg xam... Thai bubi nay may ai muu
sinh bang nghé xam dau... Trung hdp ngau nhién nhiéu dén thé thi
cling qua la lung di.

“Tay thg x8m dé dang & dau? Chi dan tdi t&i gdp han dugc
khong? Biét dau lai tim ra manh maéi gi...” Kenzo hao hirng kéu lén.

La nguGi khaoi mao cau chuyén, song chinh Katsuo lai 16 ve ngai
ngan, “A... Chi e han khong mudn gdp cdu thoi. Dau sao cling lam
cai nghé ay..."

“Nhung em gai han vira bi giét cc ma.”

“T6i hi€u y cdu, nhung dadm &y ngai dinh dang dén canh sat
lam. Hay la cau dirng ké vdi anh trai voi, c* mot minh t&i gap riéng
xem sao da?”

Lénh cam xam minh dudng la con nguyén hiéu luc, nén thg xam
déu hanh nghé chui. Qua that Kenzo cling hai ngai phai chia sé vai
Eiichiro nhitng diéu chua rd rang, lai thém Kinue tung trao than cho
anh, nén néu dugc thi anh rat mudn pha giai vu an nay bang chinh
su'c cia minh.

“Vang, cu thé di. Téi sé tu di, khdng noi gi véi anh trai. Xin chi
cho tbi dia chi.” Kenzo dap dut khoat.

“Né&u anh dong y gilt bi mat thi dé€ tdi dan anh téi do.” Kane Ii
nhi dé nghi.

“Chi nha cling xam minh a?”

“Thuyén theo 13i, gai theo chdng ma anh. T6i bao khong thich
nhung 6ng ay cU ép day.” Kane ngugng ngung dap.



“Theo nhu toi nghe dugc thi tay thg xam kia mdi di linh phudng
Nam vé d6 mot thang, nha clra da chay rui trong chi€n tranh nén
khong chén dung than, danh nudng nhd cho dong d6i ma hanh
nghé x&m minh. Do tay nghé 8n nén dan da dudc nhiéu ngudi biét
ti€ng, hién giG khach khira kha tap ndp. Vira thdy tac pham clia han
la t&i mé luén, nén mdi nhan thé me I nhd bao mudn x8m thi dan
dén day nha.”

“Vang, tuy khdng thé loai trir kha ndng nham ngudi, nhung da
trung khdp dén mudc nay thi cling xin nhd chi nha dan t&i gap mot
lan xem sao.” Kenzo cli dau, tran ap sat mdt chiéu. Ngay sau do,
anh dudc Kane dan tdi Shibuya tim tay thg xam kia.

Tu ga Shibuya, ho men theo dudng tau di vé hudng Aoyama,
dugc mot Idc thi ré trai, t6i mot khu nha tam c6 ve mdi dugc dung
Ién mot cach gap gap. O do c6 do ndm, sau quan an udng nam sat
nhau. Budc tdi trudc cira mot quan trong s6 do vai bién hiéu dé
“Mau ban”, Kane dung budc, ghé tai Kenzo thi tham.

“O' mat sau nha nay day. Anh dgi mot chit, dé toi vao xem thé
nao.” Sau hai, ba phut, co trd ra goi Kenzo. “Khoéng van dé gi. Anh ta
dang lam viéc mot minh, ching ta vao trong dgi da.”

Kenzo cui ngudi vén noren* budc vao, I0ng ngap tran hi vong
va td mo. Bdng qua may bd ban ghé& don sd, ho tién thang vao phén
sau quan. O day chia thanh ba gian, gém mot gian 10m2 va mét
gian 7m2 nam doi dién nhau; sau trong cung la mot gian 7m2 khac,
riéng gian nay thi dang déng kin clra.

“MGi hai vi ng6i chai.” NguGi phu nir da sam den, c6 vé la chu
quan, don d& mdi ho 1&n gian 10m2, song mat khong quén liéc
Kenzo cham cham. Anh lé phép ngbi xuéng nhu dang di xem mat.
Tu bén kia canh ctra cia gian 7m2 trong cung thi thoang vong ra
ti€ng rin rit cia kim loai cung ti€ng thad hén hén gap gap.

“Gig anh ta dang xam cho m6t co gai, anh c6 mudn ngod vao
xem qua khong?” Kane thi tham vao tai Kenzo.

“Ai lai lam thé&, dau sao cling 13 khach nit ma.”

“Khong sao dau, ngudi quen ay ma. V@ mot ngudi ban cua
chong t6i.” Kane cudi rbi goi v&i vao trong. “Chao anh Tsune. Cho toi



xem ti nhé.”

“C6 Kane day a? Toi sap xong roi, c6 c tu nhién.” Mot giong
nam vang Ién trong gian phong kia.

Vach clra truct ra.

Pldng nhu tudng tugng, dap vao mat Kenzo la canh tugng la
lung khi€n ngudi ta bat giac phai nin tha.

Trong gian phong phu kin gidy dau mau den, mot phu nir tam
hai Iam hai sdu dang nam sdp nhu ngugi ca trén mady tdm dém ngoi
x€p doc. Hinh xam tua I8p vay trai dai tU hai canh tay xuéng hét
tam lung cla c6, xem chung da hoan thién dugc mot nlra. Nira con
lai md&i chi di vién va chuén bi dugc td bdng.

Gira khung canh nén thcg tran ngap anh dao trén nui Yoshino,
hinh anh Shizuka Gozen cam chiéc trong tsuzumi* tén Hatsune cung
ho ly Tadanobu* dan hién Ién sau tirng dudng kim tinh t&. C6 thé
ndi la moét tdc phdm nghé thudt day nét ma mi, chang hé thua kém
hinh xam trén lung Kinue.

M&t chiéc gdi nhd chén dudi bung khach hang dé hdng dudc
day cao 1én. Tréng cling d0 dodn ra hdm nay ho tép trung hoan
thién phan hong nay. Co khach miéng can khan mui soa, hai tay 6m
chat mot chi€éc gdi khac, mat nham nghién nhu dang ngu, khong cd
vé gi la nhan ra sy hién dién cla Kenzo va Kane. Tay thg xam thi
quay lung vé phia ho nén khong nhin rd mat. Dau vay, Kenzo van
quan sat dugc doi tay dy dang hanh nghé mét cach day diéu nghe
V@i ban tay trai van kep but 16ng, han chi dung ngén trd va ngon cai
dé€ kéo cing da khach roi dung bd kim dan nhiéu dau noi tay phai ra
lén ra xubng, lam phat ra ti€ng rin rit lién hoi, khi€én co gai rén ri
ting con, toan than giat cuc theo nhip. Nhu’ng giot m6 hoi dau ddn
lan dai khap tran khap hong cd. Mai [An cd thét ngudi vi dau, hai
bau nguc lai co xudng dém, rudn ra trudc thém dé mot phan.

B6 kim dan trén tay nguGi thg xam dudc cau thanh tUr hai ba
chuc cay kim lua rdt mong gan vao que tre. Han c(r thoan thoat
xam, thi thoang mdi ding lai dé chdm thém muc. Nhin cach xam
tinh ti€n, khong quay lai t6 ddm thém bat ki cho nao ma sac do van
déu, dén ca tay ma ciing hiéu day la mot ngudi tho lanh nghé, giau



kinh nghiém. Doi liic cd may giot muc thira tran ra lan da trang, han
Idy khdn lau di r6i lai binh than xdam ti€p. Dién tich phd muc xanh
den moi Iic mot tang, trong khi mang da xung quanh dan Ung do.
Nhitng phan dad hoan thién thi bat dau dong vay mong. Sau bon,
nam hom, ching sé bong ra va dé lai I6p da mé&i véi mau muc rd nét
hon, va phai 13p lai nhu vay khoang bon, ndm lan thi mau sac mdi
dat t8i ngudng hoan hao. Con lic nay, da phan nhitng nét vién cho
phan t6 bong con dang ndi man dé nhu dan sau luc nhac. Nhg kién
thirc nganh y, Kenzo hiéu rang nhirng cho ay dang ndng birng birng.
Su6t ba muai phut ti€p theo, anh nin thd doi theo tirng dudng kim,
long tham nghi khong hiéu sao ngudi ta lai phai lang phi cong suc
va chiu dau nhu thé lam gi, nhung dong thdi anh cling khong khoi
cam thay kham phuc c6 gai trudc mat.

X&m xong, c6 ta van ndm nhu chét tai chd. Phai téi khi thg x8m
chudm khan néng lén lung, c6 md&i dot nhién bat thot va khé cua
quay.

“HOm nay tdi day thoi.”

“Thé a?”

C6 gdi ngdng mat Ién. Nhan ra su hién dién cla Kenzo, cd 1am
bam ra chiéu ngugng ngung, “Chi Kane chagi ac qua day.”

Trong lUc do, thg xam bdi n6t thuéc m& Ién mang da rong do
10cm?, két thic phan viéc cua minh.

CO gai ngdi day, khé cli dau chao Kenzo rdi quay ngudi di dé
mac lai kimono. Chi nhin nét mat cling thay c6 dang phai chong choi
v@i con dau kho ta.

“Dé& cb ddi lau roi.”

Lay khan lau mo hoi trén tran xong, thg xam quay lai mg IGi.
Nhac thdy Kenzo, anh mat han lién doi nét ho nghi. Song véi Kenzo,
diéu do gid chang dang ban tdm nira. DU bd rau ludi cao clng
nhifng ndm thang lao luc nai chi€n truGng va nguc tu khi€én han gay
top, gia nua di, nhung nguSi dan 6ng nay ro rang la Nomura
Tsunetaro. Kenzo bat giac nubt nuéc bot.

“Anh Matsushita, ban chéng t6i, bao mu6n xem xam minh, nén
t6i mdi dan dén day.” Kane gidi thiéu.



“A, vy sao. Tro nay khéng t6t cho ngudi tré dau.”

“T6i la Matsushita Kenzo, hién dang lam nghién cu & Khoa Y
Pai hoc Tokyo. Vi ly do hoc thuat nén td6i mudn dugc moét [an tham
quan xem ngudi ta xam minh thé nao.”

“"C6 dung sa vao viing lay nay nhé. Hoc thi'c dén may ma
nghién roéi thi chi con than tan ma dai théi.” Thg xam dap, méi né nu
cudi nhu dang tu’ mia mai.

“T6i trong anh quen lam... Hinh nhu anh la con trai 6ng
Horiyasu & Honjo?” Kenzo tham do.

“Vang. T6i dung la con trai Horiyasu, thé thi sao?”

“Anh cd c6 em gai tén Kinue nhi?”

“Cau biét em toi ¢ dau u?”

“Xem ra anh van chua hay tin roi. C6 Kinue bi giét cach day hai
thang, & khu Kitazawa.”

Tsunetaro bang hoang ngang phat Ién, danh rci thoi muc dang
mai d& xudng nghién, “Kinue bi gié€t...? Cau nghiém tuc day chu?”

“Day nao phai chuyén dé& dem ra dua cgt.”

"Vay sao... Toi mdi vé chua day mét thang, lai chang mdy khi
doc bdo nén khong nam dudgc tin tdc... Lau nay téi van co truy lung
tung tich ctia hai dra em, nhung tGi gid chua tim ra manh méi nao...
Néu ciu biét chuyén gi thi xin hdy k& cho t6i.”

Kenzo giai thich sc lugc su tinh, khéo 1éo bd qua chuyén gilra
minh va Kinue & quan Serpent toi dy. Cang nghe, net nghi hodc pha
lan s@ hai cang hién ro trén mat Tsunetaro, tao thanh mét biéu cam
kho ta.

“Cau c6 mang theo mdy tam anh Kinue dua cdu khong?” Han
hoi, giong khan di.

“Cé."

“Cho t6i xem dugc khéng?”

Kenzo md& cap rat phong bi dung anh dua ra. Tsunetaro nhan
ldy roi tri’ng tri'ng nhin mot lic, mat may nhan nhé thay ro, nlra
nhu sg hai tot do, nira nhu vira dau dén ha quyét tam.



“Anh em Jiraiya... Hinh x8m...” H&n I&m bam rdi ngdng mat I1én,
mat van day tia mau. “Day qua la mot vu an kinh khing, cau
Matsushita a.”

“Vang, toi cling thay thé.”

“C6 I& ki€u ‘kinh khung’ ma tdi vdi cdu dang nghi téi kha khac
nhau day. Moi chuyén khong don gian chit nao dau. Cac cau mdi
chi thady bé noi cua tang bang chim théi. Tat ca déu dang bi IUra.
bang bi no IUra!”

“Y anh I3 tht pham u?”

“Plng vay. Bang sau vu an nay con an chda rat nhiéu van de,
néu chi dua vao nhirng thong tin bé no6i dé ti€n hanh diéu tra thi chi
t6 hoai cong vo ich.”

“Anh ndi vay la sao?”

"Mdu ch6t ndm & hinh xdm trén lung anh em ching t6i. Ma
khoan hang ban t&i chuyén nay. Néu ding nhu téi nghi thi that qua
siic rung rdn... Cau Matsushita, t6i chi xin ndi trudc la Mogami
Takezo khong tu sat dau. Chac chan la y bi hung tha gi€t em toi sat
hai.,,

“Néu anh biét chuyén gi, xin chia sé vdi téi dugc khong...? Toi
hoi khong phai do to mo hay ham Iap cdng ki€ém hu danh. Anh t6i la
trudng phong di€u tra 6 s¢ canh sat nén nhat dinh s€ gidp dugc. Toi
tuyét d6i khong dé anh ay hay ai khac gay kho de cho viéc lam an &
ddy dau, anh cu yén tam. Khong phai xudng tay ma van bao thu
dugc cho em gai, chang rat tot sao? T6i nghi dd la cach duy nhat
giup co Kinue yén tam an nghi.”

“T6i hi€u y cdu, nhung tdi cling cdn can nhac lai xem suy nghi
cla ban than cd chinh xac khéng. Hay la thé nay di. Tam thGi ding
cho anh cau biét hai ta da gap nhau...”

“Chuyén dé thi don gian thoéi, nhung ching ta dang ducdng dau
véi t6i pham giét ngudi ddy. Nhd han biét anh da kham pha ra bi
mat cta han, roi lam liéu thi sao? It nhat xin hay dan toi theo cung,
biét dau lai giup dugc gi.”



“Cam ta y tot cta céu, song tam thdi dé€ toi tu’ lo. Mét khi kiém
chirng xong thuc hu, téi sé bao cho cau ngay.”

“Nhu thé liéu cd 6n khéng?”

“On ma, tin tdi di.”

Tsunetaro da néi dén nudc nay, Kenzo cling chdng thé nai ép
thém, chi biét nhin han im im mai muc ti€p. Thay vay, Kane lién cdi
do, dé 10 cap rong bay Ién lugn xudng gilra nhirng dam may trén hai
canh tay. Xem ching hinh xam cta c6 ciing dang trong qua trinh
chuan bi hoan thién. C6 nam dai ra do, dé Tsunetararo cam kim ra
lén nguGi minh.

Co gai ban nay mac lai d6 xong thi khéng vé ludbn ma cham
thudc hat, vira hat vira nhin Kane.

Kenzo ranh roi, bén thlr bit chuyén vdi cd ta, “Mang tiéng lam
bac si nhung t6i khong thao may vu nay lam... Hinh bé khong ndi,
ch( xdm toan than thi dau Idm nhi?”

“Di nhién, nhiéu lic dau dén mi'c mudn nhay I6ng Ién ay chd.
HOi mdi bat dau toi con sg sé khong theo dugc, may la dan da ciing
quen. That ra tuy bo phan, nhung nhin chung phai dau gap may lan
mai rang & phong nha.”

“Cé vé ciing ton thai gian phét nhi?”

“Vang, toi da bd dd gilra chung sau khi di nét vién dugc mot
nira lung tur hoi chién tranh, xong cU bi cuGi ché sudt nén gan day
mai quyét tam di xam nét. Néu lam mot mach tur dau thi chac ton
tam ba thang.”

“Vay a. Nhung so véi lua vai may kimono thi viéc chon hinh dé
xam 1én ngudi han a khé hon nhiéu nhi? Sau nay coé chan ciing
chang thé doéi hinh khac, ma ban than lai khdng nhin thay nira.”

“Vang, nén gi cht’ mdy vu xam trd nay thi nhat dinh phai nho
thg lanh nghé mdéi dugc. Thé nao, anh mudn thd xam khong?”

“T6i xin ki€u.”

“Ho hoé hd, toi dua thdi. Au cling 13 ci tat &n sdu vao mdu roi.
TGi nha tdm cdng cOng ma gap cb6 nao ngon nghé, toi déu nghi dem
tam lung nay di xam thi chac dep 1am.”



Con gai ma xam tr6 nhu vay thi han cling 14 dan anh chi, song
thai d6 xdi 16i khi€én Kenzo van thay thién cam.

“Ma con ngugi ch(r dau phai vai véc hay giay vé. Béo gay cao
thap du ca, nén chdc thg xam ciling vat va Idm. Chdng may hong thi
khong lam lai dugc...”

"Dy chinh la chd d& ho thé hién tay nghé ma. Thg x8m sé dua
khach chon hinh tir nhitng ban mau so bd nhu trong cudn sb nay, roi
theo d6 ma vé& thir 1én ngudi khach, téi IGc thdy on mdi bat dau
xam.” C6 gai vira ndi vira nhit cudn sd gidy Nhat khé to déng gay
trai 1én gld cho Kenzo xem. Bén trong la v0 s& buc vé vdi phong
cach na na khac 90 néu xét theo tiéu chudn my thuét thi khong cd
gi qua xuat sac. Ay thé ma khi dugc xam Ién da ngudi, nhitng phac
thao cd phan au t0 nay lai tré nén vo cung sinh dong, Kenzo nhin
ma khong khaéi lay lam la.

“"Nhung c6 dirng nén xam dep qua lam gi, kéo bi giét r6i cua
xac day.”

“Anh ndi cling phai.” C6 gai kh& nd nu cudi duyén dang, dé 10
ham rang trang boc.

Chang méy chdc Kane cling xdm xong phan cliia hdm nay. “Dé
anh phai dgi 1au r6i.” C6 vira mac lai d6 vira ndi, nghe chang co vé gi
la dang nhin dau.

Tuy trong long con chit 1an can, Kenzo cling chi biét dan
Tsunetaro duing liéu linh ddy ban than vao tinh thé& nguy hiém roi
cung Kane rgi di.

Trudc khi chia tay & ga Shibuya, Kane lai quay ra nhac Kenzo,
"Nghe cach néi chuyén thi dudng nhu anh Tsune dd nam dugc
manh méi nao dé dan tdi thu pham... Hi vong chuyén nay cé thé
giup ich cho céng cudc diéu tra, song cling mong anh Kenzo gilr I5i,
tam thd&i dirng ndi gi véi anh trai voi. Lam cong viéc dy chang ai
mudn dinh liu t8i canh sat dau... Nhd ma 16 ra, tdi that chang con
mat mii nao gap anh ay nira.”

“Khong 16 dudc. Bay la IGi hlra cia dan 6ng vaGi nhau. Chiung
nao Tsunetaro chua cho phép, t6i tuyét déi khdng hé rang nlra 1Gi.”



Kenzo dap, bung bao da Ian nay minh cé thé hanh dién ngang cao
dau doéi dién véi anh trai roi.

Sau khi Kenzo cung Kane ra vé, co6 gai vdi hinh xam Shizuka
Gozen cling lap tdc x6 gubc rai khoi quan. Téi ga Shibuya, co ré trai,
budc doc theo dudng tau mot lUc r6i di vao con ngd nhé canh don
canh sat, ti€én tdi mat tién da chay sém vi khdi Ira chién tranh cua
mot ng6i nha va kéo md cra, rao budc 1én tang hai.

“Ai thé? Kimi a?”

“Minh Vé r6i a. Biét thé dgi thém chut nira c phai tot khong.”

“Co di dau vé thé?”

“T6i di khda than cho dan 6ng xem day.”

“That a?”

“Minh ghen a? Ngdc that.” C& gai mim cudi, dé€ 16 ham réng
trdng bdc. “T6i di xdm minh a8y ma. Minh dd hlra chap nhan néu
ngudi ta la bac si hodc thg xam con gi.”

“Vay a.” G3 kia bat ddy, m3t sang quic nhu thi dir. “O' dau?
HOm nay xam cho nao?”

“Eu éu, cd chuyén quan trong hon day.” Co gai ngdi bét xudng
dat, hai chan vat sang mot bén. “Hinh Kintaro trén lung minh la do
ai xam ay nhi?”

“Tu nhién sao lai hoi? La Horiyasu & Honjo.”

“Anh Tsune la con trai 6ng ay day.”

Ga& dan 0ng bat cudi, “U phai. Thay anh ta khdng nhan ra ngudi
quen cli nén t6i cling chdng ndi gi... Ma mat day seo thé nay thi ai
ma nhan ra cho noi.”

“"Minh c6 chup lai hinh xam cta Horiyasu bao giG chua? Hinh
cta anh Tsune va hai em gai chdang han.”

“Cb6 hoi thé lam gi?”

“Ldc méi quen minh tirng ndi 1a ca ddi chang yéu ndi ai dé da
trdng tron, dén hoi bat toi di xam lai bao trudc day tirng qua lai vdi
c6 & nao xam hinh Orochimaru con gi. Xét tr nghé nghiép trudc day
thi t6i ddm chac ngudi chup may tam anh dé la minh.”



“Anh dang & ch6 anh Tsune & ha... T4t ca déu 1a chuyén d3
qua, la giac mong xa xam cua thdi xua cli. Dan than vao cai nghiép
nay thi chang con hdm qua hay ngay mai nifa, quan trong la s6ng
tron ven tirng ngay ding phan béo troi. Co béi lai chuyén ngay xura
ngay xua cling dau ich gi.”

“"Nhung minh a, nan nhan trong vu giét nguGi cua xac &
Kitazawa may hom trudc chang phai chinh la c6 gai dé sao? Tung
dau goi tay ap véi nhau ma minh khéng mui long u?”

“TU xua cO ta da la nguGi nhu vay roi... Thanh sat nhan hay
nan nhan déu khong cé gi la 1a.”

Bong cd tiéng kéo md canh clra dudi tang. Tiép theo 1a giong
thi tham to nhd. Thé r6i cé giong phu nif goi vong Ién, “Co Kimi a.”

“Vang.” Dudng nhu vét xam con dau, Kimi nang nhoc budc
xubng cau thang. Mot luc sau, c6 trd 1én. “Minh nay, cé nguGi dén
tim day. Trong ki quai lam.”

“Ai thé?”

“Thay bao tén la Hayakawa Heishiro, chuyén nghién clru may vu
xam tr6, nghe don vg chong minh c6 hinh xam dep nén mdi tim
gap, hi vong dudc hoi chuyén mot lic.”

“Hayakawa Heishiro a.... HUr, dén giG phat nay thi ai them gap
|do Tién si Hinh xam ay lam gi ch(r. Bao vg chong toi déu khong gioi
ti€p chuyén ngudi khac, va cling chang muén dem hinh xam mat
bao cong sic mdi hoan thanh dugc ra lam trdo mua vui cho thién ha.”

“Nhung 6ng ta cr nang ndc hdi la ai xam cho vg chong minh,
mai khong chiu thai...”

“Chang viéc gi phai tra I6i ca. Dudi 130 V& rdi rdc mudi* tién
vong.” Co Ié do dadi song khd khan nén ga sinh cuc tinh, ca giong
diéu va thai do déu sac mui han dai.

Kimi vang 16i chdng di xudng. Tai khi trd 1én, c6 md ctra s6 tang
hai ngé nghiéng r6i quay vao, “Minh a, 6ng ta qua la lap di. Van
ddng li ra day.”

Pung nhu IGi Kimi ndi, ti€n si Hayakawa dang ddng & dau ngo
nhin cham cham vé phia nha ho. Co thé la do luyén ti€c, 6ng c nan



na mai khong di.



Thi thé b 10t da

bi Shibuya gdp Tsunetaro vé dén gid mdi c6 mudGi ngay ma
Kenzo thdy dang dang nhu ca thé ki. Co Iic Iong anh ngép tran hi
vong, rang Tsunetaro da noi dén thé thi han phai rat tu tin véGi suy
ludn cda minh, va chi nay mai théi vu an sé dugc pha giai. Cling co
luc anh lai chim sau trong tuyét vong véi y nghi la ca S6 Canh sat
Tokyo da doc toan luc ma van khong tim ra manh mdi gi thi lam sao
mot ngudi than cb thé c6 pha an dé dang dugc.

Su6t mudi ngay trdi, Kenzo ci hét vui lai buén nhu vay.

DBén hém nay thi, anh tham chi dam lo la Tsunetaro da quén
mat giao keo. Trong vong may ngay vUa qua, anh da téi quan Mau
Pon thém do6i ba [an, Ian nao Tsunetaro cling di vang va khong hé
nhan g lai gi.

T6i xu6ng, Kenzo bdng nhan dugc dién thoai cua han.

“Cau Matsushita, t6i Nomura Tsunetaro day. Chan tudng vu an
da ro ca r6i.” Giong Tsunetaro cuc ki kich dong, dén mdc nghe co
phan dang sg.

“Sao ca?” Khong tin vao tai minh, Kenzo hai lai.

“T6i da tim ra hung thu giét em gai t6i va Takezo r6i. Qua nhién
t6i doan khong sai.”

“Vay u?” CI ngd vu an sé dudc pha giai theo cach kich tinh
han, Kenzo khong khdi sitng sG. Toan than nhu mat hét sic luc,



suyt chdt nifa anh nga lan ra. “T6t qua. Chic ming anh. Thé hung
thu 1a ké nao? Chan tudng vu an r6t cudc ra sao?”

“Tam thdi t6i chua ndi dugc.”

“Ly do...? A, hay trao d6i qua dién thoai khdng tién? GiS anh &
dau, toi sé tGi ngay.”

“T&i van khong dugc. Co gdp nhau t6i cling chua tiét 16 dugce.”

“Nhung, anh...”

~ "Xin cau dgi cho ba ngay. TGi lUc do... néu khdng c6 gi thay
doi... toi sé ké hét vai cau. Nhung truGc ddy thi toi tuyét doi khong
thé hé rang.”

“Tai sao? Sao anh khong tiét 16 chan tudng cua vu an ngay bay
giG ma con bat t6i dgi thém ba ngay nira?”

“C4u dang lam kho toi day. That tinh thi tdi chua thé giai thich
ly do. Mai t6i mdi [an mo dugc dén cau tra IGi, nén mong cau cling
hiéu cho hoan canh cua to6i. Rang dgi ba ngay nira thoi.” Tsunetaro
noi v4i giong vo clng thong thi€t. Han nai ni thém doi ba ban nira
r6i cup may.

Tay van ndm chit 6ng nghe, Kenzo diing sitng ra, mot noi bat
an mad ho xam chiém coi long. Tai sao phai dgi ba ngay...? Tai sao
bay giG chua dudc...? Anh c tu' lap di I3p lai cau hoi ay trong dau...

Ngam lai thi thdi do cla Kinue trudc khi Idm nan cling nhu vay.
Cam nhan dugc béng den tir than ap sat, c6 da co tim cach bao vé
mang song va bi mat dang nam gilr nhung khong thanh. Tdi khi bi
cudn vao tan tham kich kia, cd0 danh dem theo bi mat xuéng mo,
chang thé hé 15 cho bat ki ai. Va Tsunetaro anh trai c6 xem chirng
cling dang di vao vét xe do doé.

Tai sao anh em nha ho lai nhat quyét khéng chiu hé rang? Bong
den tir than da can ké tdi rgn ngudGi nhu vay, cé gi phai ngan ngai
nira ch(? Ly do nao khién ho khong thé dit khoat diét tri' mam hoa,
giai thoat ban than khdi canh séng trong s¢ hai, lubn cé nguy co
phai dbi dién vai cai chét?

Kenzo cang nghi cang bdn khodn. Hay la dem ké tit ca vdi
Eiichiro va mac cho anh x ly... Nhung r6i IGi hira giltra dan 6ng vdi



nhau da ngdn Kenzo lai. D4 néi dén nudc ay thi Tsunetaro han ciling
tinh toan ca roi. Phai tu tin Iam thi mé&i ddm cam doan sé tiét 10 moi
chuyén sau ba ngay nita. Khac vdi Kinue, Tsunetaro la dan 6ng,
chac phai cé phuong an chu toan cho ban than.

CO tu thuyét phuc xong, Kenzo dan long gac may roi vé phong.

Pé&m hom sau, to diéu tra bong huyén ndo vi mét thu hoach
khong ngd. Ho tdm dudc Usui Ryokichi, d6i tugng kha nghi duy nhat
con sot lai. Sau khi dot nhap vao mo6t ngbi nha & phudng Chihaya
quan Toshima dé& trdm tién, han bi tudn canh don téi mét goc chg
Ikebukuro va bat giif. Tat ca déu bat ngd khi tén trom vt ay hoa ra
lai 1a nghi pham bi truy na trong vu an mang hinh xam va Iap tdc di
ly han t&i SG Canh sat Tokyo dé thdm van ngay sang hém sau.

Ai ndy déu ki vong Usui s& trg thanh diém doét pha, gilip vu viéc
dugc gidi quyét chdng vanh. Song to diéu tra lai ti€p tuc bi gioi mot
gao nudc lanh. Su’ xudt hién cta Usui chi t6 lam moi su’ trd nén hon
loan, day cudc diéu tra vao ngd cut.

VUra trong thay Usui, trudng phong Matsushita Eiichiro da khong
gidu ndi vé that vong. Pau nhon, may dam, mat sic ding ki€u bét
luang dién hinh, song khéng cé nét gi ciia mot tén tdi pham tri tué
cao. Eiichiro da hi vong rang nhitng tdm anh chup Usui ma anh cd
trong tay chua 10t td dudc hét con ngudi hdn, nhung cd vé anh da
qua lac quan.

Sau qua trinh héi cung ki luGng cong phu do thanh tra
Shinohara dam nhiém, to diéu tra da thu dudc vai manh méi nhéat
dinh.

TU khi ra tu, Usui van ludn nung ndu y dinh trad thu va rdo riét
tim kiém tung tich cta Kinue. Ban dau han th( vé Yokohama nghe
ngdng tinh hinh, song do nai 8y da thay ddi nhiéu so vdi thdi chién,
ban than han lai mang cai mac tién an nén moi viéc khong thuan Igi
cho 1dam. Mai han mdi hoi ra dudc la Kinue da chia tay vdi Takezo roi



rdi vao con dudng sa nga, tdi nay thi khong biét tung tich thé nao.
Di nhién do la thong tin khong chinh xac, nhung ban than Usui lai
chang cd cach nao kiém chiing thuc hu. Qua that vong, han quay lai
Tokyo, ki€m song qua ngay bang may viéc It vat nhu budn ban gao
& chg den. Dan da hdn nghe don Kinue xuét hién ¢ mdy 6 mai dam
khu Yurakucho hay Shinbashi, nhung tim dén nai thi chang gap ai
giong Kinue ca. Gig anh ra héi thi c6 nguai ndi tirng thay c6 gai nhu
vay, song ki la 1a chang mot ai biét gi vé hinh xam cua cb ta. Ho chi
bao cd ta ting lam gai di'nhg dudng & d6 mot thdi gian ngan r6i ldn
méat tdm, day ciling 1& chuyén thudng tinh nén khéng ai d€ y gi
nhi€u. Th& nhung Usui van khdng bo cudc. Dam mé khé cuBng doi
véi tam than cla Kinue da bién thanh noi am anh bat tan, thoi thic
hdn hanh dong. Dén ha tuan thang Tam, cudi cung Usui cling dugc
thda nguyén khi tinh cd bédt gdp Kinue gan ga Shibuya. Han thang
thot tot do, song van kip nau minh vao goc khuat mét ngbi nha canh
do, khdng dé Kinue phat hién ra, rdi bdm theo cd vé tdi nha riéng &
Shimo-Kitazawa. K& tir 8y, ngay nao han cling rinh md quanh nha
Kinue chg thdi cd, cho dén ngay 27 thang Tam...

Ngay tir liic chang vang, Usui d vao vi tri an ndp. Kinh nghiém
hanh nghé nhiéu ndm mach bao han rang khung thgi gian nay con
thuan Igi hon so v&i dém mudn. Khoang 8 gid 40, Kinue rGi khéi tu
gia hang xém, tay mang may mén doé nhu vira di nha tam céng cng
vé. LUc md clra dé€ vao nha, c6 bong quay phat lai nhin cham cham
ra hudng Usui ndu minh, lam han giat thét. Bang lic d6 cd vién
tuan canh tir hudng d6i dién tién lai gan, Usui danh lang ldng bé di.
Hai mugi phat sau, han mdi dam quay lai cho nha Kinue, song den
dui la tang hai nha hang xém lai c6 cau hoc sinh dang chai guitar
bén clra s6 sang dén, mat quay vé hudng nay. Thay thdi cd chua
chin mu6i, Usui bén lang thang thém hai ti€ng dong ho. Téi khoang
11 gid thi nha hang xém cling chiu tat dén cho. Song niém vui ngan
chang tay gang, Usui chua kip lam gi thi mét nguGi dan 6ng da lai
xuat hién & dau dudng bén kia va budc vé phia nha Kinue, ngd
nghiéng xung quanh r6i l1én vao trong. Trdi toi nén Usui khdng thay
rd mat ngudi ta, chi doan chirng la hang khong con tré trung gi.



Thay hanh dong khoéng sudn sé chut nao, Usui da toan bo vé vi
cho réng cd guong ép cling chi t6 héng viéc. Nhung dong thdi hdn
nhG ra minh mdi rdt dugc qué dai cat ¢ chua Quan am Asakusa, ben
tu dong vién ban than dgi thém mot ti€éng nifa. Bong dau ngudi dan
ong kia tay khong phi ra khoi nha véi vé hoang hot, mat tai nhgt,
dao dac nhin quanh r6i chay mat dang. Usui vira ban khodn khong
biét la tai sao, vira tu’ nha rang bo qua ca hoi nay thi khdng bi€t phai
doi dén bao giG nita, bén Ién vao vudn xem tinh hinh thé nao. Thay
la khi cra chdp chan mua dé md, song han chi nghi Ia do trdi ndng,
roi c th€ budc vao nha. Tim do mat khong thay bong dang Kinue
hay bt c ai khac, hdn bén chuyén qua suc sao do dac, 1ay it y
phuc trong td 90| lai hong dem ban kiém chut dinh g& gac. Di nhién
so v4i may mon dé dé lai manh m6i thé nay thi tién vang van t6t
han, nhung tiéc 1a khéng tim dugc. Usui dem ban chd dd kia cho
mé“y tay ngudi nudc ngoai. HOm sau doc bdo, biét tin thi thé cla
Kinue dudc phat hién trong phong tdm, han ldng ngudi choang
vang. Luc di qua phong tdm, cam giac khong coé ngudi & trong ma
dén bat roi nudc chay, nén han da tién tay tat cong tac...

Poc xong tép hd so thdm van day cdp, trudng phong Matsushita
Eiichiro ngudc I1én hoi thanh tra Shinohara, “Cau nghi sao?”

“Nghe churng han ndi that ddy, khong cing dau nhu toi tudng.”
Shinohara tu tin dap. “Néu nghi han thi€u thanh that thi t6i chua
ndp hd sd dau. Dieém duy nhat chua thé xac thuc la hoat déng cla
han trong khoang thgi gian trudc 8 gid, song lic dy Kinue r6 rang
con sdng nén cé dao sau tim hiéu ciling chang dé lam gi. Con sau
day thi IGi khai ciia hdn va Inazawa hoan toan an khdp, khong co 1ay
mot ké ha.”

“Pling vay. An khdp dén dién dau.” Eiichiro cling chi biét cudi
trur.

“Nhung dang nao thi ching ta ciling cd thé gui han qua bén
ki€m sat dé dé nghi khdi t6 vdi toi danh trdm cdp, nén khdng cd gi
phai voi ca...”

“Tay nay chac khdng phai hung thi dau. C8 hdn ma bao siét co
hay dadm dao thi tdi con tin, chlr lam sao bay ra ndi trd giét ngudi



trong phong kin.” Eiichiro vira go but chi Ién tap ho sa viura néi. “Cd
ma I0i khai cila han cé diém tha vi ddy. RGt cudc thi gai ban hoa
giong hét Kinue & Yurakucho la ai?”

“Cai d6..."” Thanh tra Shinohara ling ting ra mat. “Ai dugc nhi?
Chac chan khong phai Kinue roi.”

“Bi€t dau day. Mot c6 a da tinh nhu thé€, co khi lai bi nhuc duc
cam do ma chon ra di'ng dudng song song Vvdi viéc diéu hanh quan
Serpent ay chur.”

“Lé nao..."

“Chi la m&t gia thuyét vd can cr thdi. Ngoai ra thi cling cd thé la
Tamae, c6 em gai tudng chirng da bo mang tai Hiroshima cta Kinue,
that ra con s6ng.”

“T6i thi lai nghi don thuan la ngudi ging ngudi théi, chir chdng
phai Kinue hay Tamae gi dau.”

“Di nhién khéng thé loai trir kha ndng &y. Ma du ding la Tamae,
cling khd long quy két co ta cd lién quan truc ti€p tdi vu an nay.
Nhung can than la han, nén cau c cf ngudi di diéu tra thém nhé.”

“R3. Khi nao Ishikawa vé tdi s& bao cdu &y thl tim hi€éu xem.”
Thanh tra Shinohara gat gu r6i ra khoi phong.

“ban ba... Pan ba... Lai dan ba... Pang sau tdi ac ludn €6 bong
dang cua dan ba... Lan nao cling nhu lan nao...” Eiichiro lam bam,
tay hay chi€c but chi xubng tap ho sc vdi vé cay dang.

Vao khoang 6 ruGi toi, khi man dém da phu kin dong hoang tan
mang tén Tokyo, mot phu nir ghé tham quan Mau Bon & Shibuya.
Sau khi di qua di lai truSc clra quan déi ba ban nhu con ngai ngan,
cd mdi ha quyét tdm vén I3p rém noren dé budc vao trong.

“Cho hoi & day c6 ai tén Nomura Tsunetaro khong a?” Co hoi
bang giong tram thap. Nhin b kimono mau den va chi€c khan
choang cung téng hdi trai mua ay thi han khéng phai dang tam



thudng. Qua nhién khi vén rém, cd gai vo tinh dé€ 16 canh tay quén
bang tu khuyu xudng téi gan co tay.

“Cau Tsune thi cé day.” Chi chu vo tu dap. “Khoang mudi ngay
nay cau ay di dau mat dang, mai dén t6i qua mdi v€, bao la co
nguGi nhd lam & ngoai...” Chi ta lam bam giai thich, réi suc nghi dan
ba con gai ma mot than mét minh tim dén cho thg xam, lai quan
bang nhu mudn che hinh xam, bén manh dan hoi khach, “C6 dinh
xam gi a?”

“Khong, t6i cd chut chuyén muobn noi théi a.”

“Vay thi ¢ cf vao di, cau ay & gian trong cung day.”

“Phién chi goi anh ay ra day dugc khong?”

"Thé cb tén gi dé toi bao?” Trong long c6 chit thac mac, nhung
chi chd van thuan theo IGi c6 gai.

“"Khong can dau a. Chi cr bao anh ay ra gap la s€ biét.”

Poan han 1a c¢é udn khic gi dd, song do viéc hang quan dang
lGc ban rén nén chi chd cling chang gang hoi thém, c thé vao trong
goi Tsunetaro.

“Sao cd? Khach nir a?” Tsunetaro vbi vang x6 guoc rbéi budc ra
vG@i vé cang thang. Trao doi dam ba cau vdi ngudi phu nir kia xong,
han tai mat quay vao phong.

“Cau lai ra ngoai a?” Thay Tsunetaro trd ra véi bdo do nha binh
mau kaki nhu hoi mai xuat ngii, chi chua héi.

\\L‘I.II

“Ngudi ta lai nhG dén nha xam a?”

\\Khanglll

Nhin ki lai thi dung la Tsunetaro khéng mang theo dung cu gi
ca.

“Vay thi chic cau vui vé nhé.”

“bung dua thé chr.” Tsunetaro ndi ma nhu sap khoc dén nai.
“Chang phai chuyén gi hay ho dang mung dau. Nhan gian nghiét
nga qua, c tudng dat nudc bai tran nhung dugc vé nha thi cling
mung, vay ma gid lai phai doi dién vdi canh dau l1ong nay... Bung la



d&i bac nhu voi...” Han vai tay I1én ké I3y chai shochu* ré tién chung
cat tur ba rugu, rét moét coc day, noc can roi budc ra dudng.

Ngudi phu nif kia lién nép vao Tsunetaro, sanh budc cung han,
dé lai bong lung day am u chét chéc.

Khuya hom dd, vé tGi nha, trudng phong Matsushita Eiichiro lién
cd cam giac em trai c la la. Subt tUr khi vu an phat sinh, Kenzo
thudng xuyén 16 vé u udt, chang may khi cudi, nhung gid lai nhu
chuyén sang thai cuc ddi 1dp clia chi’ng hung trdm cadm, tim tim
mai khong thai.

“Trong chd co vé vui nhi? M&i nhat dudc tién rgi trén dudng a?”
Eiichiro bat giac mubn ndi dua.

“Em md@i nhan dudc tin tot lanh day.”

“Gi thé?”

“Bi mat. Thién cg bat kha 10.”

“Mdi quen dudc c6 chiéu nha giau nao a?”

“Anh cU dua! bla dai lung ton vai nhu em thi ai ma thém.” Ca
hai cuGi vang.

“Ma anh nay, tay Usui kia sao roi?” Kenzo bong nghiém mat hoi.

“A, hdi cung xong réi.” Nhu' mudn giai tda birc bdi, Eiichiro thuat
lai két qua diéu tra trong ngay cho em nghe.

“Ra thé&, han khai vay a.”

“Chu nghi sao?”

“Em th&y hop ly. Blng Ia mét ké nhu Usui rat cé thé dam chém
ngudi khac, nhung cling chi dén mdc do6 théi. C8 han 1ay dau ra dau
bc dé cua xac, mang thdn minh nan nhan di rdi bai tri hién trudng
thanh phong kin.”

“Anh ciing nghi thé. Nhung kho cdi la nhu vay thi ta hoan toan
mat dau hung thu r6i.”



“La sao a?”

“Thi day. Hisashi co chirhg c ngoai pham tU sau 9 giG. Inazawa
thi khai la dém d6 da tay khong chay khéi nha Kinue. Ngudi dang
nghi nhat la tié€n si Hayakawa ciing vé nha trudc nira dém, theo IGi
ching cta ba vg va ngudi giup viéc. Vay ma trong khoang 9 téi 12
gi& lai chdng cd ké nao rdi hién trudng. Ca mau thuan trong 16i khai
vé dén phong tam cla Inazawa cling dd dudc giai thich. Thé thi
hung tht bd trén lic nao dugc ch? Chang I€ han da giét ngudi roi
cua xac, bai tri mot hién trudng day céng phu nhu vay trong von
ven hai muai phut tir 8 gid 40 phut dén 9 gid? Nghi di nghi lai thi
kha di nhat la Takezo da giét Kinue roi nap dau dé trong nha, ddi téi
khi Usui mO0 vao md@i thira ¢cd@ mang than minh nan nhan rGi di.”
Eiichiro ndi bang giong cuong quyét nhu mudn khang dinh Iap luén
cla minh vdi em trai. Song ca tu cach anh trai lan truéng phong
diéu tra déu khdng du dé thuyét phuc Kenzo tin vao cai gia thuyét
ma ban than Eiichiro con hoai nghi.

“Vay con co gai ban hoa & Yurakucho?” Kenzo choc dung yéu
huyét cua anh trai.

“HU'm... Chi bi€t chac chan khong phai Kinue.”

“Thé thi la ai ch(?”

“Sao, chi dinh 16i Tamae ra a? K& ca con s6ng thi ¢ ta cling
dau lién quan gi.”

“Chang phai trong mady tdm phim kinh rgi & san sau phong tam
cd chup ca hinh Tamae sao? R6i may tam anh Kinue gui cho em
nifa, c6 chup ca ba anh chi em nha ho ma. Em nghi it nhi€u phai c6
lién quan day.”

“Lién quan thé nao cd? Hay chd dinh no6i Orochimaru va
Tsunade so tai, roi con sén da lam tan chay con ran?”

“Khong, nhung xem ra vu an sdp di dén cao trao roi. Chac chi
vai hom nira thoi la ha man.”

"0 kia, manh miéng gém nhi. Chd dang ngbi trudc mat trudng
phong diéu tra day. Dinh mua riu qua mat thg a? Hay la c6 manh
moi gi a?”



“Vang, chat dinh thoi.”
“That sao?”

“Pay, anh xem.” Kenzo vUra cuGi vua chi tay vao buc thu phap
dé bon chir “"Cudc Ha Chi€u C6™* cua cuu BO trudng NOi vu Adachi
Kenzo treo trén tudng.

Ducong duang tu déc la thé, song ngay sang hdm sau Kenzo d3
gdp MOt vé choang ngudi. Yén tdm rdng vu an sdp dugc pha giai,
anh ngu mot mach tdi gan trua thi choang tinh vi ti€ng quat thao
cla anh trai.

“Sao cg!? Ciu dua toi a? Thi thé nam gidi bi 16t da u1?” Eiichiro
hét vao 6ng nghe.

“Chuyén gi thé anh?” Mac nguyén d6 ngu, Kenzo vOi vang chay
xubng phong khach, vira dui mat vira hoi.

“Vlra phat hién xac chét trong mot khu tan tich & Yoyogi, tran
truong, bi 16t da.”

“Lai I6t da lay hinh xam a?”

Eiichiro khé giat minh r6i quay ra nhin em trai cham cham,
“Cling dung. Co khi lai lién quan t&i vu kia cling nén. Chu di cung
anh.”

Kenzo gat dau, mat mdi tai xanh. Hai anh em nhanh chong
chuan bi r6i phdng voi tGi hién trudng.

Cai xac dudc phat hién trong mdt ngdi nha gach dé dé nat cach
ga Yoyogi cla dudng sit qudc gia khoang mudi phat di bo. T
dudng cai ré vao mot con ngod rong hai mét, di tam nam phut thi tdi
noi. Xac chét nam sap trén san, sau trong nha, cach mat ngd ching



mudi Iam mudGi sdu mét. Ngudi phat hién la 1T tré hay chai ¢ dd. Goi
la nha song thét ra chi con san dat va may mang tudng tro troi. Dua
vao dién tich va dau vét bai tri, xem ching trudc day nd cling la mot
cong trinh kién tric kha bé thé. bing tir mat ngd kho Iong nhin thay
gi bén trong do gach ngdi cung bé téng do v3 chan tam mat. Trong
thdi bubi chdng ai déam lang thang dém hdm & nhitng khu phé tich
rai rac khap Tokyo, mét nai thé nay qua rat phu hdp dé gay an.

Kenzo vén tdm chiéu phd mat nan nhan. “Pay 1a... A” Sau mot
ti€éng thot, anh nga ngtra ra sau.

"Sao thé, Kenzo? Dung y€u bong via chu.” Eiichiro voi va lai
gan, lay lay Kenzo. Mat anh hién rd vé ngan ngam véi chu em lam
bac si ma lai yéu dubi nhuGng nay, long tham nhd dan no theo lam
gi khong biét...

Nhung Kenzo dinh than kha nhanh.

“Bac si ki€u gi ddy? Néu kho & thi vé nha nghi ngoi di.”

Chang hé ban tam tdi I0i anh trai, Kenzo hét Ién, “Anh, chuyén
I6n roi! Thi thé nay... 1a cila Nomura Tsunetaro, anh trai Kinue!”

“Ha!?” Moi ngudi & khau, nhét thdi chua hiéu ra ngay.

Eiichiro 1a ngudi dau tién cat tiéng, mit bing bimng phan nd,
“Sao chu biét!? Giai thich mau!” Anh tum I3y c6 do Kenzo, lay that
luc nhu mudn giét luén chd em.

Sau khi nghe Kenzo sg sét thuat lai ngon nganh, Eiichiro gian
dir gam Ién nhu sam rén, “Manh maoi quan trong nhu' vay sao lai im
di ha d6 khi gié!? Gig thi biét lam thé nao day!?”

“Em xin 16i... Em thuc su xin 1i...” Kenzo nghen ngao rdi dd guc
ra dat ma khéc.

Eiichiro than thd nhin bd dang thé thdm clia em trai. Nhung chi
mot gidy sau, anh da I8y lai nét tinh anh clng su kién cudng dé hét
lén vé&i Akita, "Mau td&i quan Mau bon & Shibuya do hoi dong tinh
clia nan nhan!”

Khong dé sép phai ndi tGi cau thd hai, Akita 1ap tdc rd&i di.
Eiichiro quay sang may vién canh sat khac. “Nan nhan tir vong dugc
bao lau r6i?”



“Khoang mudi lam mudi sau tiéng trudc a.”

“Tlc la trong khoang 6 dén 7 giG toi qua?”

“Co I€é vay a.”

“Nguyén nhan tu vong la gi?”

“Nhiéu kha nang la do chat doc hé xyanua. Cu thé thi phai dgi
giai phau a.”

“T6i qua khu nay c6 ngudi qua lai khong?”

“Hau nhu khong a.”

“Dan nghiép du liéu co 16t da dudc thé nay khong?”

"Khong nhat thi€t phai c6 chuyén mon, nhung tay ma thi cling
khé ma lam dugc. It nhiéu can co hiéu biét vé khoa hoc va thém
chut khéo tay nira.”

“Thudng thi ton khoang bao lau?”

“Po mot tiéng a.”

"Vay la hung thu da ha sat nan nhan bang xyanua roi dua xac
tGi day dé 16t da a... Ch(r chang I€ han lai 16t da t thi trudc réi mdi
dua dén day...”

“Lam thé thi mau da tong tdng khap ndi roi a.”

“Nhung r6t cudc thi tai sao hung thu phai lay di bo da cung hinh
xam cd ch(? Nhin phan mat lanh Ian thi rd rang [an nay cling khéng
phai 1a dé che gidu danh tinh nan nhén r6i. Néu cd bi mét gi sg bi
bai 10 thi sao lai mao hiém 16t da t thi ¢ day? RO rang hung thud
phai c6 chdp niém cuc ki 16n déi véi may hinh xam nay.” Eiichiro 1am
bam vdi vé cay cu.

Phan than trong vy dau tién con chua biét tung tich thé nao,
vay ma thi pham da ti€p tuc thach thirc to diéu tra bang cach giét
hai va Iy di hinh xam cta Tsunetaro, trong khi nguGi nay la manh
moi hua hen giup giai quyét vu viéc. La trudng phong diéu tra,
Eiichiro chang dé chiu gi khi hai lan lién bi qua mat ngon &. Suét ba
ti€éng dong ho ti€p theo anh chim dam trong cam giac bt rat va
kich dong, cho dén khi Akita quay lai va bao cao su' viéc toi qua.



“Nan nhan rdi khdi quan Mau Bon vao 6 git chiéu, di cing mot
phu n{r van d6 den... C6 ta khong phai khach téi xam, quan bang tdi
tan cd tay...”

Eiichiro vira nghe cdp dudi bdo cdo vira 13p lai nhitng diém quan
trong, sau do ra lénh vGi giong danh thép, “Diéu tra xem tién si
Hayakawa, Mogami Hisashi va Inazawa Yoshio t6i qua lam gi. Phai
ngudi di tim c6 gai gibng Kinue tirng xuat hién & Yurakucho nira. Cé
lat tung ca Tokyo Ién cling phai tim cho ra!”

Nghe Eiichiro phan né la hét, Kenzo khong ddm nhin thdng vao
anh trai nifa. Cr nghi gid minh k& sém thi da c(tu dugc modt mang
ngudi, anh lai khong kim dugc nudc mét.



Po6i dong ghi chép vé an mang hinh xam

T6i hém dd, Eiichiro lan Iugt nhan dugc ba ban bao cao vé cac
d6i tugng tinh nghi.

Pau tién la vé hanh tung cia Mogami Hisashi. Hom qua, han di
Yokohama tham ban va & do t&i 5 giG chiéu. Trén dudng vé, Hisashi
ghé vao mét quan an Trung Hoa dung bira t6i, di xem phim r6i tan
bo quanh khu Isezakicho, cudi cung qua dém tai khach san S &
Honmoku. Luc hdn dén khach san la khoang 8 ruGi, c6 c6 chu va a
Ki nir di cung lam chi’ng. T Honmoku tdi Yoyogi nhanh nhat ciing
phai mat han mot tiéng ruGi di tau, nén néu Hisashi la thu pham thi
gioi 1am chi kip di di vé v&, ch(r chang du thdi gian 16t da hay dem
cai xac di dau lam qi.

Tiép theo la Inazawa Yoshio. Ga khai su6t toi qua khong hé roi
khéi san nhay Xich Ngoc & Shinjuku, song ga khong phai khach quen
cta Xich Ngoc nén chang ai diing ra xac nhan dugc. Khdng loai trir
kha nang ga lén ra ngoai gay an roi lai quay vao san nhay. Dau sao
thi tu Shinjuku t&i Yoyogi cling chi mat chirng mudi lam phut di bo.

Péi tugng tinh nghi th( ba la tién si Hayakawa. Ong ta khai
hom qua da téi bénh vién cta ban minh & Shinbashi va dugc ngudai
dé mdi dung bita t6i. An xong méi 6 giS, 6ng tan bd quanh khu
Ginza dén 9 giG mdi vé nha. Tuy nhién, Ginza thai budi nay chdng c6
gi da hdp dan dé mot ngudi dan 6ng ding tudi phai lang vang sudt
ba ti€ng dong ho trong tiét trdi se lanh cudi thu. Ngoai ra, ti€n si
khong xudt trinh thém bat cr bang chirng nao khac...



Danh tinh c6 gai giéng hét Kinue cling da dugc lam rd. C6 ta
tén Hayashi Sumiyo, song ngudi lam nghé nay van thudng dung tén
gia nén khong ro thuc hu thé nao. Chi biét co ta da rGi khu
Yurakucho tUr nira nam trudc.

Cong cudc diéu tra coi nhu mac can. Hon ai hét, co I€ Eiichiro la
nguGi that vong nhat khi vudt mat hi vong nhé nhoi mang tén
Nomura Tsunetaro, nhung anh van rat manh mé kién cudng, ciing
khong trach méc em trai thém diéu gi.

Moi canh cira da khép lai, nhithg ngay sau do c thé tr6i qua
trong bé tac. Chang co gi tién trién, trir mot tia sang le 16i qua k& hd
cla tdm rem dang phu bong den xudng vu an, cho du né ciing
chang phai manh mdi truc dién nao.

Trong qua trinh tim hiéu cudc d&i Horiyasu, canh sat da [an ra ly
lich ciia vg 6ng, tic me ba anh em Kinue. Ba ta la mét nit tac khét
ti€éng tirng tham gia vu giét nguGi cudp clia gay chan dong du luan
vao cudi thai Bai Chinh va bi tuyén an chung than, sau qua ddi vi
bénh tat trong trai giam nir & Tochigi.

... han Horiyasu da tu nguyén riia mdy dlra tré, gom noi cdm
phan d6i véi ngusi me dem khac hét 1én da thit con tho.”

Eiichiro nhd lai nhitng IGi ti€n si Hayakawa tung chia sé vdéi
Kenzo. Gi§ thi anh da phan nao hiéu dugc su tinh dang sau cau ndi
do, dong thoi khong khdi nghi rang viéc hai trong ba anh em nha
Nomura bd mang day thuong tam it nhiéu cling lién quan t&i chuyén
Xay ra trong qua khr.

Trong khi d6, bi ddy tur chin ting méy xudng chin tang dia nguc,
Kenzo da hoan toan v& mong.

Anh khong biét phai chiu trach nhiém thé nao trudc su that la
chi vi suy nghi ngay tha cia minh, mét nguGi da boé mang, va cudc
diéu tra rdi vao hon loan. Sudt bao dém ngay, anh bi noi dan vat cau
xé cOi long.

Anh nhat dinh phai pha giai vu an nay... D& chudc 16i... D& béo
thu... Song thuc t€ thi trdi tim d& hai lan ton thuong cla anh lai bi
noi s¢ hai ché ngu, chdng con dau diing khi dé chuyén hda tam tu
thanh hanh dong.



CuGi cung, Kenzo quyét dinh bat dau bang viéc viét ra vai dong
dé tong hgp lai vu an, nhu tha phap ma S.S. Van Dine da ap dung
trong cuén An mang nha Greene.

Anh van chua rli bd niém tin réng néu day 1a mot vu an dugc
lén k€ hoach chu toan tir dau, chac chan sé ton tai nhitng ké héd co
thé phat hién bang tri giac.

C thé, Kenzo da dung hét vai ngay trdi d€ soan ra ban ghi
chép sau day.

Doi dong ghi chép vé an mang hinh xam

1. Tham kich thi&r nhat

(1) Tai sao Kinue lai gui phong bi anh cho minh? C6 ay mubn
nhan nhu diéu gi?

(2) Mdy tdm anh do nhiéu kha nang la g& tir cun album bi cét
mat trang dau... Theo I6i Mogami Hisashi thi 8 mat sau trang dau
von cd ghi chd. N&i dung la gi ma Kinue khong mudn ai khac doc
dugc? Ké nao cat no di?

(3) Tai sao Horiyasu lai xam cho ba ngudi con cia minh nhiing
hinh xam day diém gg&?

(4) Tai sao Kinue lai linh tinh dugc rang minh sap chét? Phai
sau cudc thi hinh xam thi 13 thu de doa cua Usui Ryokichi méi dugc
gui tdi cd ma? Biét vay nhung cb ay van cho ngugi gilp viéc nghi la
thé nao?

(5) Co gai ding dudng tén Hayashi Sumiyo & Yurakucho rét
cudc la ai va da bién di dau?

(6) Co that la Kinue da mai Inazawa tdi nha?

(7) Co that la Kinue da mdi tién si Hayakawa tGi nha?

(8) Kinue dinh ké cho minh chuyén gi?



(9) Ké ghé tham va udng bia vdi Kinue toi do la ai? Trong cOc
bia con pha kali xyanua nira...

(10) Trén xe hadi dén nha Kinue lic 19 giG cé nhitng ai?

(11) Dau van tay th nam la cua ai? (Phu n{?)

(12) Hung thu trén khoi hién trudng lGc nao, ra sao?

(13) Tai sao phan than nan nhan bi 13y di? Gi¢ & dau?

(14) Hung tha lam cach nao dé dan dung “an mang phong kin"?
Tai sao phai lam vay?

(15) Tai sao hung thu khong tat dén phong tam?

(16) LG sén trong phong tam cd y nghia gi?

(17) Tam phim kinh rgi 3 san sau phong tam cé y nghia gi? Tai
sao tién si phai mao hiém dén vay vi ching?

(18) Cu dién sang hom sau la cla ai?

Thoi gian biéu (trong ngodc la ngudi lam chirng)

14 gi¢. Takezo nhan dién, rGi van phong. (Inazawa)

15 gid. Hisashi t&i rap Togeki. (Kawabata)

19 gid. Ai d6 dén nha Kinue bang xe hai, khong & lau ma vé
lubn. (Kotaki)

20 gid. Hisashi rdi rap, du da & Ginza. (C6 phuc vu)

Kinue t&i nha tdm cong cong, trén dudng vé ghé vao nha hang
xom. (Kotaki va ngudi & nha tdm c6ng cong). Lan cudi ngudi ta thay
c6 la khoang 20 giG 40 phut.

Usui bat dau quanh quan trudc nha Kinue. (Usui)

Inazawa tU Shibuya dén Shimo-Kitazawa, tGi truGc nha Kinue
vao khoang 20 giG 40 phut. (Inazawa)

21-23 gid. Khong ai ra vao nha Kinue. (Kotaki)

23 gid. Inazawa vao nha, lan ra bat tinh sau khi phat hién thi
thé trong phong tdm. (Inazawa)

24 gid. Inazawa tay khéng chay khéi nha Kinue. Usui vao nha.
(Usui)



Tién si Hayakawa vé nha riéng & Yotsuya. (Ba Hayakawa, ngudi
gilp Vviéc)

Luu y: Theo két qua giai phau, thdi gian tir vong rai vao khodng
18-24 giG clung ngay, song Kinue chac chan con s6ng cho dén 20 gid
40 phut. Trong khoang 21-24 gid chi co6 Inazawa ra vao nha, ma khi
roi di ga lai chang mang theo gi... RGt cudc phan than nan nhan da
bi€n dau mat?

8 gi0 sang. Inazawa quay lai nha Kinue lay boc do bd quén va
bi minh bat gap.

9 gid. Minh clng tién si Hayakawa phat hién thi thé. Co dién
thoai goi tdi. Ti€én si Ién gidu phim kinh. Hisashi dugc canh sat
phong thich.

Dong co cua cac doi tuong tinh nghi

Takezo, Inazawa: Chuyén tinh cam

Hisashi: Tai san thira ké

Hayakawa: Chap niém véi hinh xam

Usui: Thu han

2. Tham kich th hai

(19) Ai goi dién cho Takezo? Noi dung cudc goi la gi?

(20) Tai sao Takezo lai mang khau sing nap day & dan sau vién
t&i ng6i nha bo hoang G Mitaka?

(21) Néu la cb sat thi tai sao Takezo khong chéng cu?

(22) Néu tu sat thi tai sao Takezo lai & d6? bong ca?

Dong co cua cac doi tuong tinh nghi

Hisashi, Hayakawa: Tai san thura ké

Inazawa: ?

Usui: Thu han

3. Tham kich th{r ba

(23) Tsunetaro dinh tiét 10 diéu gi vdi minh? Lam sao han kham
pha ra dudc bi mat tr nhitng tam anh cda Kinue?



(24) Vi Ié gi Tsunetaro phai tran tré nhirng ba ngay trudc khi
quyét dinh ndi ra bi mat dé?

(25) NguGi phu nir di cung Tsunetaro la ai? Tai sao co ta lai
quan bang?

(26) Tai sao hung thu lai 16t da 1ay hinh xam?

(27) Bong cc cla hung thu la gi?

Luu y (1) Gia thuyét nan nhan vu dau tién la Tamae chf khong
phai Kinue thi€u hgp ly, bdi hinh xam cda Tamae I16n han cua Kinue.
NEu la Tamae thi |€ ra trén phan tay chan dé lai hién trugng phai co
hinh xam, nhung thuc t€ thi chang cé dau vét nao nhu vay.

Luu y (2) Me cua ba anh em Kinue la dan anh chi, da chét trong
tu, nén co I€ ho déu it nhiéu k€ thura tinh cach di thudng cua ba ta.

Ghi chép xong, Kenzo cau may doc di doc lai, c6 nghién ngam
su’ viéc tU moi goc dd hong tim ra bi &n ddng sau vu an, song rét
cudc chi la céng da trang. Cling chang trach dudc, cd mét to diéu
tra chuyén nghiép con chua lam nén com chao gi ti nhirng dir kién
ay nira la.

Mudn phéa giai tat cad nhitng bi &n nay mét cach logic va dua
hung thd Ién may chém dén toi, can t&i mot tu duy dot pha ngang
tam Cach mang Copernic, san sang gat bé nhirng quan niém von cé
nhu tién dé vé dudng thang song song dé ap dung hinh hoc phi
Euclid thi may ra mdi cé co hoi. Nhung nhu lich sir da chirng minh,
loai nguGi chi cd thé viit bd nhiing thudng thirc d& &n sau vao tam
tri khi mot thién tai xudt hién dé dan dat ho. Va trong vu an nay,
nguGi dam nhiém vai tro thién tai ay la mot thanh nién tréng tré
mang, tubi d&i chua dén ba muai...

Bay gid, tac gia t6i day mudn dat ra cho ban doc mot tha thach.
T6i thai diém nay, tdi da cung cdp cho ban khdi lugng dir kién vuot
xa thong tin ¢ quan diéu tra thu thap dugc. Tat ca gdi gon trong
vai dong ghi chép & trén. Néu ban s& hitu nhan quan nhay bén vdi
kha nang nhin thdu chan ly an sau ciu chi, cling nhu du diing khi
khang dinh trai dat quay quanh mat trdi chr khdng phai mat troi
quay quanh trai dat, thi hdn t&i thdi diém nay, cac ban dd cd thé



vach tran k& hoach tinh vi ctia hung tha, giai thich bi 8n cta vu an
va néu tén hung thu roi phai khong?

Trang den dao 16n... Hai dudng thdng song song rbi sé gap
nhau... Nghe chung phi ly, song doi khi chan ly lai nau minh trong
nhirng ménh dé day mau thuan nhu vay day.



Kamizu Kyosuke nhap cudc

Dudi nén trdi cubi thu mét ngay dau thang MuGi mot, ngudi
thanh nién @y di'ng bén bG ao Sanshiro* trong khudn vién Pai hoc
Tokyo, phong mat ngdm nhin canh vat véi vé hoai niém. Cau co
vang tran cao rong, d6i mat trong tréo cing chan may den lay,
trong tinh t€ nhay cam du c6 phan thi€u nam tinh. SG hiru_nhan sac
thudc loai hiém cé kho tim dbi véi nam gidi, song & cau van toat ra
vé anh tudn ding dan hon ngudi, chr khéng phai kiéu dep ma déu
cang thudng gap.

Cau tén 1a Kamizu Kyosuke, tirng hoc & trudng Phé thdng s6 1
va Khoa Y Dai hoc Tokyo, cung thé hé vdi Matsushita Kenzo.
Kyosuke dudgc biét dén nhu mot ki tai hi€m thdy ma ngay ngoi
trudng da dao tao bao nhiéu rudng cot cho dat nudc suét nam muoi
nam lich sur cling phai lay lam tu hao.

Khi mé&i 19 tudi, Kyosuke da thanh thao sdu ngoai ngif Anh,
b, Phap, Nga, Hy Lap, La Tinh. Trong thGi gian theo hoc tai
truGng Phd théng S6 1, ciu da viét ludn van vé Iy thuyét s6 nguyén
Uber die Einheiten der Divisions Algebren* va pha v3 dinh ly
Grunwald, hoc thuyét tirng dudc coi la hon da tang trong nghién cu
toan hoc. C6ng trinh vé sau dugc biét dén vdi tén goi Dinh ly Kamizu
nay da dudc tap chi toan hoc Mathematische Zeitschrift cia DUc
dang tai va gay chan dong Idn trong gidi hoc gia thdi bay gid. Khi
mot phong bi day cop dé tén “Gido su, Tién si Khoa hoc Kamizu
Kyosuke” do hdi ddng khoa hoc ctia Dl gui téi trudng Phé thong S
1 d& tén thudng cong trang clia cdu, tat thay déi ngll gido su trong



trudng déu khdng khoi xay x&m mat may trudc tai ndng cla thanh
nién chua day hai muoi ay*. Ai cling ngd cau sé hoc ti€ép lén khoa
Toan hodc Vat ly va tré thanh mot hoc gia tam cd thé gidi, song
khong biét trong long nghi thé nao ma Kyosuke lai chon nganh Phap
y. Di nhién la ngay ca & linh vuc mdi nay, cau ciling dugc ti€p tuc
dugc ca ngdi la mot thién tai vo tién khoang hau.

Néu la thdi binh, han Kyosuke s€ c6 moét su' nghiép vé vang
trong gidi hoc thuat, [an lugt trd thanh ti€én si, phd gido su, roi giao
su... Nhung thai budi loan lac chang budng tha ai. Nhu' bao y sinh
cung Ira, cdu cling phai tham gia cac cudc vién chinh khap dat
Trung Qudc va phuadng Nam vdi tu cach bac si tong quan...

Ra di ma khong ddam mo tdi ngay tré vé, nén khi dugc ngam
nhin mai trudng than thuong sau bao thang nam xa cach, Kyosuke
khong khoi bdi hoi xtc dong. Than tha ddo mét khdp xung quanh
mot hoi, cau mdi cham rai leo 1én con doc dan tdi toa nha Khoa .

Pang rdo budc trong khudn vién trudng, Matsushita Kenzo bong
ngay ngudi dung lai dudi mot goc bach qua dai thu, mat may tai
mét nhu vira gap ma.

“Kyosuke!” Phai déi ba phdt sau anh mdi dinh than dugc dé
mung rd hét 1én va chay ao téi.

"0, anh Kenzo!” Kyosuke mim cudi, d6i mdi méng hé ra, hai bén
ma hién IUm dong tién y nhu con gai.

“Cau vé rb6i a? Thay cau binh an vb su thé nay, that mung
qua’..."

“Khong binh an vo su’ Idm dau... Suyt bo mang trong thdi gian
lam tu binh, nhung may ma con lét vé dudc tdi Kyoto... Nam vién &
dé mai mai dugc ra day.”

“Cau vat va qua. Thoi gilr dudc cai mang la tot r6i. TU lac ching
ta tU biét...”



“BGn nam roi nhi, tu [an & Bac Kinh...”

Tudng chitng d8 moi ngudi mot nga chdng bao gid tdi ngd, ho
nhu v3 Oa trong hoai niém. Trong IUc cung cdu ban than kém tudi
han huyén du chuyén dé& bu dap lai nhitng ndm thang bi khoi IUra
chién tranh chia cat, gian doan ca thu tlr, tdm trang u uat cta Kenzo
dan dan kha Ién. Su xuat hién cua Kyosuke nhu mét tia hi vong lée
sang gilra may den day dac dang phu kin l1ong anh. Phai roi, déi vai
thién tai Kamizu Kyosuke thi chang cé gi la khéng thé. Ciu &y da &
day roi, han 1a vu an hdoc bua nay sé pha giai dugc thoi.

Long ngap tran ki vong, Kenzo m@ IGi, “Cau mdi vé ma da nhd
va thi that ngai qua, nhung téi cd chuyén nay khong biét phai bau
viu vao ai nira...”

“Chuyén gi?”

“That ra t6i tinh cd bi cu6n vao mét an mang, r6i con I3 pha roi,
day cudc diéu tra vao ngd cut, Iam phién tdi ca anh trai... Khdng biét
cau cé vui long chi bao it nhiéu khong?”

“Anh lam gi ma khach sao thé.” Kyosuke cuGi dap. “Chua biét
t6i co giup dugc hay khong, nhung anh cf ndi ra cho nhe long di
da.”

budc I6i nhu cdi tam Iong, Kenzo bén ngdi xuéng bd ao va
thuat lai chi tiét moi viéc, tir ngay anh gap Kinue lan dau & cudc thi
hinh xam, cho dén vu sat hai Tsunetaro hom trudc... Kyosuke chi
ldng im nham mat nghe, mat khong bién sac, khién Kenzo khong
khoi ngd rang cau da ngu gat.

“Vu nay khé day... Nhung khong phai la vb6 phudng pha giai.”
MOt 1at sau Kyosuke mdi Ién ti€ng. Cau nhat mot hon séi dudi chan,
ném xudng ao, dam dam nhin nhiing gon séng trén mat nudc.
“Pung nhu trudc nay téi van nghi, anh qua la cd tai quan sat, thu
thdp va phén tich dir liéu. Chi cd khau tdng hop dé dua ra phan
dodan chuén xac la hdi dudi mét chdt... Ma vé mang &y thi t6i dam tu'
tin ndi la ban than khong thua kém ai dau.” Nghe cé vé pho truong,
song tung I0i Kyosuke ndi ra déu tran day tu tin va cé thuc tién
chirng minh, nén Kenzo chi biét im Iang gat dau. “Ngay ca tbi cling
phai cong nhan ké da lén k& hoach va gay ra vu an nay la moét thién



tai. Suy nghi theo 16i théng thudng thi khdng giai quyét ndi. Phai dat
minh vao vi tri cia hung tha va thr tv duy ki di nhu han, bang
khong ta sé mai lac I6i trong mé cung toan nhirng mau thuan phi ly
ma thoi.”

“Cau tu tin la sé pha giai dugc vu an nay?”

\\Véng."

“Trong bao lau?”

“Chi can mot tuan thoi, toi s€ gilp anh Eiichiro bat dugc thu
pham.”

LGi tuyén b6 chac nhu dinh dong cot cla thanh nién tri thic
nay khong khoi khién Kenzo kinh ngac. “Chdng I& cau da nhin ra
chan tuéng moi viéc roéi sao?”

Anh chi biét thot Ién nhu vAy trong khi Kyosuke van tim tim
cudi mot cach bi hiém.

“Khdng, t6i méi dang kiém chirng mot vai gid thuyét ban than
vua ddt ra théi. Tu do téi sé chon ra nhitng kha nang khéng mau
thuan vé mat logic dé chap ghép thém dir kién thuc t€ xem thé nao.
MOt khi da tim ra chan tudng cta hung tha thi toi sé gay ap luc tam
ly va dgi han tu minh sa Iudi. Tat ca chi co thé thoi.”

“Chi th& thoéi ma ngudi tran mét thit ching téi mai cling chdng
nén com chao gi day... N&i vay la cau da co trong dau vai gia thuyét
roi a?”

“Co rbi, hay ndi theo tiéng Hy Lap la ‘Eureka’. Nhung phai ndi
day la mot gia thuyét vd cung ki qudi, néu ké ra ngay thi han ai
cling s€ 6m bung cudi va cho la tro dua.”

“Nhung...”

“O' chiéu ngudc lai, né cling &n chira rat nhiéu diém bat ngd
day. Tién si Hayakawa khong sai khi 16i hinh hoc phi Euclid vao day
dau. Trugce tién, ching ta phai vt bé cai dinh kién rang hai dudng
thdng song song s€ khong bao gid giao nhau. C&r bam mai vao
nhirng tién dé san co thi lam sao giai nbi bai toan nay.”

“Nhung...”



“Ddi trang thay den... Thay chi ra ding trong diém d&y. Qua
khong ho danh tién si Hayakawa. Hung thu da van dung ly thuyét
nhi€p anh vao vu an nay mot cach hét sic tinh té. Tradng la den, den
la trdng. Cac anh da bi manh khde cia han che mat ma nham am
ban thanh dudng ban r6i.”

“Cau dang ndi vé tam phim kinh kia?”

“M6t phan la thé... nhung d6 chdng qua chi la con tét thi ma
hung tha vat lai thoi. Toi sé chép ghép nhitng dir kién don lé do
thanh mot bdc tranh tong thé dé chi ra tinh chat cia vu an cho moi
nguci xem.”

“Toéi hi€u rdi. Nhung xét tir gbc nhin hoc thudt thi moi gia
thuyét déu can dugc kiém chitng bang thuc t€. Cau dinh x&r ly van
dé do ra sao?”

“Tsunetaro chi can li€c qua tdm anh hinh xam la da nhin thau
moi chuyén, nén chac chan chia khoa th& nhat phai nam trong do.
Chia khoa thur hai chinh la viéc phan tich tam ly ting ddi tugng tinh
nghi. O an mang dau tién, canh sat da khoanh vung dugc nam nghi
pham nhi? Trong s6 d6, Mogami Takezo da bé mang, Usui Ryokichi
bi bat trudc khi an mang th ba xay ra, nén co thé tam loai ho khoi
danh sach. Con lai chi co tién si Hayakawa, Mogami Hisashi va
Inazawa Yoshio. Néu hung thu la moét trong ba nguGi thi chi can
phan tich tam ly mot chit sé rd ngay. Tuy nhién, trong vu viéc nay
con c6 mét nhan té X ding canh hung thu nira. Cho téi giG nhan t6
X van chua 10 dién, song t6i sé co cach du nd ra anh sang.”

"D la mot o gai phai khdng?”

“Chinh xac. 3-2 = 1 ma.”

“T6i hiéu réi. Ba anh em - (Orochimaru + Jiraiya) = Tsunade
chir gi?”

Kyosuke khong dap, chi khé cuGi. MOt lat sau cau mdi lai 1én
ti€éng, “Xem chirng anh chua nhan ra khac biét mau chét gilra vu tha
ba va hai vu dau nhi? Nhiing ngudi khac ciing vay. Ca mot to dieu
tra ma khong ai dé y, la that day.”

“Khac biét?”



“Hét sic co ban. Noi thé nao nhi... Anh bdo Mogami Hisashi
ting vi loat an mang nay véi mot thé cd tan phai khong? T6i thi lai
thdy gidng thé& khai cudc hon. Toi ac khdng phai 1a tdc phdm nghé
thudt, ma la qua trinh d&u tri d& phan thang bai. M6t bén di nhién 1a
hung thu, nhung bén doi dién cé Ié khong phai canh sat ma chinh la
s& phan. Hung thu da tinh todn moi chi tiét dé thuc hién hai vu giét
ngudi dau tién mot cach kin ké&. Song khi han vira thd phao nhe
nhom thi s6 phan lai nhéch mép cudi va dat Ién ban cd mot quan
chét. Do chinh la Jiraiya. Chac ban dau hung thu cling chua nhan
thi'c dudc nudc di dy y nghia nhudng nao, nhung sau mot hoi dam
chiéu quan sat thé tran, han mdi nhan ra anh hudng dang sg cua
quan cd ma minh da bd sot. Khong phai mot nudc chiéu tudng hét
¢S, nhung nd da day hung thu vao dudng cung. Cho rang phai loai
trlr méi de doa ay bang moi gia, hung thi mdi voi vang ha sat
Jiraiya.”

“A...” Kenzo ngd ngang khoéng ndi nén IGi trudc phép vi von
ngan gon ma s6ng dong, phac hoa ro nét tinh chdt vu an cua
Kyosuke.

“Thé nén so vdi hai vu dau tién thi an mang th{ ba thi€u han
tinh ké hoach va chlra day so hg, du tha pham da c6 suc che giau.
Dudng nhu han ciling it nhiéu chd quan hon sau hai lan gay an trot
lot, két qua 1a da dé lai manh méi cho chiing ta truy vét.”

“Cu thé la thé nao?”

“Chinh la sy xudt hién cta c6 gai qudn bang co tay ma trudc
nay han van gidu kin.” Tiing cau tirng chir Kyosuke thét ra déu hét
stic s3c sao, xody sau vao ban chat vu viéc. “Song cd di€ém nay toi
con thac mac. Tai sao da st dung dén nhitng tha phap tinh xao
nhudng dy ma hung thd van cé vé chang budn che gidu toi ac cua
minh? Trong vu dau tién, tam cho viéc han gay an ngay tai nha
Kinue la bat kha khang, thi tai sao da mat cong cua xac lay di than
minh nan nhan ma con bé lai phan dau nguyén ven? Sao da tao
phong kin trong nha tdm dé gidu xac ma con dé dén? S6m mudn gi
chang 10? Anh vdi ti€n si Hayakawa c6 khong i do thi vai hom sau
hang xém cling tim ra th6éi. Nhung xét theo I€ thuGng thi may ai
nghi |a thi thé sé bj phat hién ngay trong dém? Phai chdng hung thd



da du tru trudc ca chuyén nay va cd tinh bat dén nham thu hdat su
chiy...?”

“DE€ lam gi cd chi?”

“Ch&c dé phuc vu s3 thich nhin trdm cla ai d6 chang?” Kyosuke
tim tim truGc khi ti€p tuc. “LGi tu duy ki quai nay cling xuat hién &
hai vu ti€p theo. O vu th(r hai, hung thu c6 tinh chon mot ngdi nha
sép bi pha d& lam hién trudng. O vu th( ba, han chang budn lam gi
dé che giau lai lich nan nhan du da cat cong I6t di I6p da c6 hinh
xdm. Gia str dién mao thi thé ma bj hdy hoai thi chac gi canh sat da
dé dang xac dinh dugc danh tinh.” Kyosuke tram ngam mot hoi roi
quay ra hoi Kenzo. “Anh cd biét tai sao hung thu lai muén phd bay
t6i ac cua minh mot cach tao bao dén vay khong?”

“T6i chiu. Hay I3 hdn mac chitng cudng phd dién?”

“Khong phai dau. Hung tha 1d mot nghé si dién xudt tai ba. Moi
hanh dong cta han déu dua trén tinh toan cdn ké’ vé hiéu Uhg ma
no mang dén. Nhin tir goc do chu nghia vi Igi thi han la do han thay
thé tién haon thoi.”

A\ n

“Chac anh biét cach ndi ddi hiéu qua nhat chd? Mudn Ira ngudi
khac, khdng nén ndi déi tir dau dén cudi. Thay vao dd, hay ké 99%
su’ that va thém vao 1% daéi tra. Ly thuyét tdm ly hoc nay cling la
nén tang cho tri€t hoc ngoai giao cia Machiavelli. Bi 99% su that
che mat, con ngudi sé kho long nhin thdu dudc 1% dbi tra. Hung
thu cd tinh phé bay nhiing chi tiét khac cling 1a d€ che gidu bi mét
quan trong nhat thoi.”

D3 biét t&i biét danh “cd mdy suy ludn” clia Kyosuke tir thdi phd
thong, song Kenzo van khong khoi kinh ngac trudc tirng cau chir ma
cau thét ra. Bgi Kyosuke di chao hoi cac gidao su va trg giang trong
phong nghién clfu xong, Kenzo nhat quyét kéo cdu vé nha bang
dugc.

TGi naoi, Kenzo cho Kyosuke xem sau tam anh hinh xam. Cau
cham chd quan sat mot Idc, hinh nhu c6 nhéch mép cuGi song
khong ndi gi, lai ddo mat qua ban ghi chép clia Kenzo. Cudi cung,



cdu bao, “Anh bd I3 mét chi tiét quan trong roi nay. Dé t6i thém vao
nhé.” Va cam but nan nét thém mot dong vao dudi cung.

Luu y (3): Tai sao & vu thir ba thi thé chi bi I6t da, con nan
nhan trong vu dau tién lai mat ca than?

Du da nhin thau su tinh, song Kamizu Kyosuke thudng cé théi
quen giau bai dén nhiing giay phut sau cudi.

VUra hay hom ay, Matsushita Eiichiro lai vé trudc bira toi. Kenzo
lién xuéng nha k& chuyén Kyosuke cho anh nghe va nhan dugc phan
rng tich cuc.

"0, 13 cdi ciu thién tai da viét ludn van tam cd thé gidi tir thdi
phd théng &y ha...? Hinh nhu tir héi &y cdu ta da co kinh nghiém
diéu tra pha an roi nhi... Chinh la cau tham tur trong vu thap déng
hd chd tirng k& phai khdong?” Giong diéu bdn cot, song anh mat
Eiichiro cuc ki nghiém tdc. “Kenzo, chu gidi thi€éu cho anh di. Néu
cau dy giup pha dugc an thi trudng phong di€u tra anh day xin nga
mii bai phuc.” DUt I16i, anh ding phat day. V6n chang phai dang dé
cli dau trude ngudi khac, nén cd thé ndi Eiichiro nhu thé 1a ha minh
lam r6i. Song chinh anh cling khong ngG gidy phut khiém nhuGng
nay lai gip minh pha dugc an mang hinh xam nan giai cung khong
it vu viéc ki quai trong tuang lai.

Kyosuke nhanh chdng chiém dudc thién cam cua Eiichiro. Cau
da xin phép ra vé, nhung hai anh em nha Matsushita c cheo kéo &
lai 8n t6i. Dén cudi bifa, Eiichiro da hoan toan bji mé hodc trudc hiéu
biét uyén tham vé da moi linh vuc cung cach &’ng dadi tinh t€ sac sao
cla Kyosuke. TruGc khi vé, cau con cam doan lan nita la sé dua
hung thu ra anh sang trong vong mot tuan.

“Kenzo, chl cd ciu ban hay ddy. M&i ngan &y tudi ma tai ndng
va tu tin nhu vay, qua khong tam thudng... Anh khéng rd may van
dé hoc thudt I1dm, nhung co |1€ cdu dy dung la dang thién tai muodi
hay hai muci nédm mdi gdp mot [an. Chua bié€t chirng vu an nay sap
dugc pha gidi cling nén.” Eiichiro vira nha khéi thudc vira ndi. Ngudi
ngoai nghe thdy chac sé thG o nghi chi la 10i khen xa giao, song
Kenzo v6n hiéu rd tinh anh trai thi rat vui mirng phan chén.



Nhu d3 hen, ding 10 gid sang hom sau, Kamizu Kyosuke bat
tay vao cong cudc diéu tra. Cau xuat hién & ga Ogikubo nhu mot
quy ong Anh Qudc vai bo vest xam va do choang cung mau, dau doi
md phdt xam che khuat mat. Kenzo da didng chd dugc mudi Iam
phuat, thay cau lién gid tay chao rbi di cung cau vé hudng tru sd Tap
doan Mogami dé gdp Inazawa Yoshio. Pay chinh la viéc dau tién
Kyosuke muon lam.

Ho mau chéng tim téi ndi. D4 1a mot tda nha hai ting bing go
nam ngay mat dudng, trén nén cira kinh dé& may chir mau vang “Tap
doan Mogami - Nha thau Xay dung Kién truc”.

“Chd nay phai khong a?”

“TOi mdi téi day lan dau day.”

Hai ngudi khé khang trao ddi va tién vao trong, 1ap tlc bat gap
b6n nam ga dan 6ng tudng mao bam trgn dang tum tum ban tan
quanh bép 10. MGt trong s6 d6 la Inazawa Yoshio. Trong thay hai
ngudi khach, ga lién dirng bat day.

“Anh Inazawa, da lau khong gap. Chung t6i tdi tim anh co chut
viéc day.”

Inazawa hoang mang thay ro, mat hét tai xanh lai irng dé nhu
ga tay. Mat mét lic ga méi mé 18i dudc, giong khan dac nhu co gi
mac trong cd hong.

“A, cu diéu tra vién ddy a? O day khéng tién I3m, mdi hai ciu
vao day.” Ga ndi rb6i dan ho t&i can phong trong cung. Kenzo phai c6
lam mdi nhin dugc cudi. Luc & cudc thi hinh xam anh ting tu gidi
thiéu ro6i, song cd I€ Inazawa da mat hon mat via vi Eiichiro nén cur
ngd Kenzo ciing la canh sat. “Trong nay thi khéng ai nghe Ién dugc
dau a.” Inazawa vUa nodi vua chia tay ma@i ho ngoi xuéng ghé, vé mat
lo Iang. “Lai c6 vu mdi sao? Lan nay la ai a?”

“Khéng, khong phai vu mdi. An mang ma téi tap thé thi ching
t6i dén chét mét mat. That ra t6i cd cau ban mdi tu Java vé ciing



quen anh Takezo, nghe dudc tin dif nén muén dén day tim hiéu
ngon nganh.”

"TOi la Kamizu Kyosuke, trugc tung dugc anh Takezo quan tam
gilp d8 kha nhiéu, nay anh ay gap chuyén chang lanh, that xot xa
qua...” Kyosuke tu gidi thi€u va ngo IGi chia bubn dung theo kich ban
da ban trudc véi Kenzo.

Nghe vay, Inazawa ciing yén tam hon phan nao, “Vay a? Tuy
lam nghé nay nhung 6ng chu chang gay thu chudc oan vdi ai bao
gid, nhan vién ching toi cling hét suc bat ngg...”

“"Néu khong phién thi mong anh thuat lai su tinh cho cau day
giup toi véi.”

Inazawa lién chiéu y, vira gai dau vua lap lai nhirng IGi chiing
trudc day.

Nghe xong, Kyosuke gat gu vGi vé cam thong, “Tai bay va gio
nhi. Nhung nghe chuyén thi xem chung c6 Kinue co y vdi anh that
ch(r chang dlua. Han anh cling tiéc Iam.”

“T6i nao dam nghi thé. Nhung gid ma c6 ay con song thi...”

Nhin Inazawa li€m mdi cudi, Kenzo tham nghi, ga nay van chua
biét sg la gi a!

Kyosuke ciing phai can mdi dé ngdn khdng cho khde miéng
minh nhéch Ién, “C6 Kinue co vé da tinh. Khong biét trudc day co ta
tung dan diu véi ai khac chua?”

“"Khong, chua dén mic day dau a. Co dao moi ngudi r0 1én la co
ay va cau Hisashi cd quan hé bat thudng, song cling chi la don dai
théi. Thay 6ng chu doi xr véi Kinue dac biét nhu vay, cau Hisashi
chang dam lam liéu dau.”

“Ndi vay thi anh cling gan day chu.”

“Gia dau roi ma con ham hé, that xdu hd.”

“Bay gid ca nghiép nay xU ly thé nao a?”

“C4u Hisashi von 1anh dam vé&i chuyén lam 3n, ddm ra lai khG
chung t6i. Moi ngudi trong cong ty déu mudn em trai duy nhat cua
ong chu ding lén ti€p quan cd nghi€p, nhung cau ay cr nhat quyét
tur chdi, bao la minh khong hgp véi cong viéc nang nhoc. R6t cudc la



bao nhiéu cong trinh du an déu da sang tay cho bén khac véi gia ré,
con cong ty nay coi nhu gidi thé. Ching toi dang gidi quyét not vai
viéc con sot lai... That tinh thi sau vu vira roi toi cling chang con mét
mi nao dé gap moi ngudi nifa, mat day dén day ma xu ly nét cho
xong thoi.”

“Cé gi dau ma anh phai dy ndy hay xdu h6. Anh hung khé qua
ai my nhan. Ma hinh nhu dao gan day anh hoc khiéu vii a?”

“Cac cau cling biét a... Lam cai nghé nay, nhiéu khi khong tranh
dugc may nghi lé xa giao...”

“Nhat ctr ludng tién con gi.”

Bi ndi tring tim den, Inazawa chi biét cudi trur.

Kyosuke lién thira co do6i chd dé, “Anh con sg thich nao khac
khong?”

“N&i ra xau hd, dén tudi ndy ma tdi van chua tim dudgc thd vui
hay dam mé nao dé theo dudi lau dai...”

“Nhung chac anh cling thich dua ngua ch(?”

“Vang, mon day thi chidt chat a.”

“Pung nhi? Cai cam giac dat ding con ngua ma khong ai ngd la
sé€ thang mdi kho ta lam sao...”

“Qua co vay. Trudc cd lan toi bat tring mot con ngua 6 nhu theé.
Hinh nhu la ndm 1938, ¢ Nakayama. Thdi dy 500 yén* ciing la ca
mot khoan tién I&n r6i. Di nhién la chang may chbc ching t6i da an
choi hét khoan thang cugc dd, nhung phai cong nhan cam giac ay
khé ki€m lai that.”

"Vay a!” Kyosuke hd hitng dap nhu thé dot nhién mat hét hiing
thu véi cau chuyén. Tan gau thém mot hoéi, cau cung Kenzo cao biét
ra vé.

“T6i co6 gia thuyét nay, khong biét cau thay thé nao? Inazawa
dem tién céng ty di ca cudc, va thua hét, khong biét Idy gi bu vao



nén mdi gi€t Mogami Takezo... Con an mang cua Kinue la do han thu
xuat phat tur tinh cdm khong dugc dap lai...”

“"Khong c6 chuyén dé dau.” Kyosuke cuGi, bac bo y kién cua
Kenzo. “MGt ga vira nhat cay vira ngheo tri tudng tugng lam sao gay
ra ndi vu an tinh vi thé€ nay.”

“Nhung ga cd vé thich ¢ bac ma?”

“Thich c& bac khéng c6 nghia la gi6i thang thua. Ai lai di cho
cai mén chiu anh hudng tir nhiéu yéu td ngoai canh, it chdo déng nao
nhu cd ngua chd. Dan mau thang thua thuc su s€ chon nhitng tro
phat huy dugc toan bd tri 6c va tam huyét, cung Iam chi danh cugc
1% may rui cho s6 ménh dinh doat ma thodi. Inazawa con lau mdi
dat dén tam day.”

“Cd ma ga cling khdng c6 bang ching ngoai pham...”

"Noi thé thi ga cling dau c6 dong cd gay an. Khong thé loai trir
kha nang Inazawa bién thu cbng quy, nhung chi vi thé ma giét
ngudi a? Pung la néu Inazawa co toi thi moi ghuyén nghe cling kha
thuan tai, nhung thuc t€ thi day ké hd. Ke dé lai dau van tay ngoai
clra phong tam ma lai c6 thé xda sach moi dau vét bén trong u? Lai
con bo quén do tGi sang mdai tat ta quay lai lIay nira. Ga nay ma la
thu pham thi canh sat da pha dugc an tu lau roi, can gi téi t6i.”

Kenzo khong ndi dudc 16i nao. Chdng may chdc hai ngudi da
dén ga.

“Gid cau dinh di dau?”

“Xem nao... Luc trudc tbi goi cho ti€n si Hayakawa thi thay bao
la toi hay dén... Nha Mogami Hisashi c6 dién thoai khong nhi?”

“Co, dé tdi goi nhé?”

“Khéng can dau. Cir dot kich bat ngd xem sao. Nhung truc hét
di an trua da. Bira nay toi mdi, coi nhu dap 1€ bira t6i qua.”

“Tu nhién lai nhé nha &n cla trudng Phd théng S& 1 ghé.”

“Anh van &n khde nhu thud nao chir?”

NhG lai cai thGi mang danh “siéu an khoe”, Kenzo bat giac phi
CUGi.



Dau chan sén

Hai ngudi vao mot nha hang ngay trudc ga dé &n nhe. Trong
khi dung bira, Kyosuke ndi ti€p cau chuyén ban nay.

“Anh c6 biét tai sao ti€n si Hayakawa lai chdng mdn ma véi viéc
chirng minh minh ngoai pham khoéng? Di nhién nhiéu khi chirng c(
ngoai pham con khién nghi pham dang ngd han. May man thi sé c6
ngudi ding ra lam chi’ng gidp, nhung may khi dugc nhu vay. Tha
dat minh vao vi tri bat ngd bi luc van la Iic nay lac kia da lam gi &
dau, qua that chdng ta kho Iong dua ngay ra chirng cU gi, nhung
day lai la chuyén mdi xay ra hdm qua hom nay, th{ hoi lam sao thay
da quén cho dugc? Du khéng chirng minh dugc minh vo can thi tam
ly chung cta con ngudi van la c6 trinh bay hét moi hanh tung trong
khoang thdi gian nghi van. Vay ma thay c’ mét muc tir chdi hgp tac
khai bao, rét cudc la vi sao?”

“Hay thay kho chiu do bi canh sat v&n qua van lai nén mdi bat
hgp tac...?”

“An mang nghiém trong ch( cé phai chuyén dua dau ma tré con
nhu thé... Han tién si dang ndm trong tay bi mat nao do vo cung
trong dai, du c6 phai danh d6i danh du hay vin ménh cla ban than
cling nhat dinh phai giir kin. Chac chan khdng tam thudng dau...”

Kyosuke nhap mot ngum ca phé trudc khi tiép tuc.

“M6t diém ki la khac la tai sao hung tha lai phai cua 18y than
minh nan nhan trong vu dau tién? Néu nham tdi hinh xam thi c 16t
da nhu vu th ba, don gian hon nhiéu. Chac anh ciing thira biét, chi



can 18y di I6p md bén dudi la cd thé bdo quan da ngudi tuong ddi
lau. Than ngudi cé gon nhe gi dau, chua ké phai xr ly mau chay
nira. Sao lai mat cong tha 16i hanh trang cong kénh ri mau ay ra
dudng? Thdi budi nay di tay khong gilra ban ngay ban mat con bi
canh sat hdi tham nira 1a. Ma la 1a chang ai dé y dén chi tiét nay
nhi.”

“U, tai sao khong ai dé y!”

“Chac khong ai hiéu gi vé kinh t& hoc roi. Nhat la tién dé vé tinh
kinh té€ trong hanh vi pham t6i.”

“Cau bao tién dé gi ca?”

“A, 13 ly thuyét vé x(r ly ph& pham ma téi tu dit ra thoi. Gid du
néu sau day hung thu cling 16t da phan than kia dé lay hinh xam, thi
hdn s& lam gi v6i ndi tang va xudng thit con lai? Dau cé don gian
nhu chiét xuat thudéc nhuém tu than c6c. Ma ch6 mau phat sinh
trong qua trinh cua xac bién di dau dudc ch? O san vudn co vét
mau nao khong?”

“Khdng. Phong tam Iat gach, voi nudc dé€ md ca dém, nén cd |18
mau chay xudng c6ng hét roi. Luc xet nghiém nuGc cong thi ding la
cling tim ra dau vét cia mét lugng mau dang ké.”

“Lugng mau dang ké a... Nghe nudc dbi qua nhi.” Kyosuke udng
nét tach ca phé r6i ding day. Vai ggi y da dugc dua ra, song duGng
nhu Kenzo van khong theo kip tu duy ctia Kyosuke.

Sau dd, hai ngudi bang qua dudng ray roi rao budc thém do
mudi lam phut, téi mot dinh thu khang trang trong khu dan cu nam
gitra hai phudng Ogikubo va Nishi-Ogikubo. Ngoai nha chinh con co
mot nha nho bang bé tong cot thép nam biét 1ap & goc vudn, trong
nhu xuéng Ve.

“Mogami Hisashi c6 vé vai gi a?” Kyosuke ngac nhién quay ra
hoi Kenzo.

“T6i cling khéng ro...”

“Thoi dudc rdi, d& tdi hoi thir xem. Néu anh ta dam mé hdi hoa
that thi chac sé ¢ vai tac pham cho ching ta xem, ma may moén
nay lai biéu dat ro nét ndi tdm cua tac gia day.”



Kenzo bdm chudng. Ba gilp viéc ra m& cdng, cho biét Hisashi
hién di du lich, phai dén sang mai mdi vé. Ho danh hen la sé quay
lai vao chiéu hom sau.

“T6n cdng Vo ich réi.”

"Khong sao. T6i da chuén bij tinh than cho trudng hop nay ngay
tur dau.” Kyosuke chang hé to ra ti€c nudi hay cay cu.

Plng lic d6, mét can gid théc dau dong bong vut qua gitra hai
ngudi, cuon theo vai chiéc Ia bach qua khé quan lan Ian trén dudng.

“Nhat Ban lanh phét nhi...” Kyosuke Id&m bam, tdm than manh
khanh khé run Ién. DGi vGi nguGi tir phudng Nam trd vé, lai mGi 6m
day nhu cdu, cam giac han Ia budt gia hon binh thudng.

“TU giG dén t6i cau dinh thé nao?”

“T6i mudn xem qua hién trudng mét chat, phién anh Eiichiro di
cung dugc khoéng nhi?”

“Cling con tly. Di nhién anh tdi rat san sang hop tac vai ching
ta, clla dang toi anh dy hay ban 1am nén chua biét thé nao.”

"Anh cUr ther bao *Mdi truGng phong tdi quan sat cau Kamizu
Kyosuke pha giai bi an phong kin” xem.”

Kenzo ding siing lai, cham cham nhin Kyosuke. Anh tu tin la
minh biét rd tai ndng cua cau ban chi c6t nay hon bat ki ai, song van
khong giau ndi ngac nhién trudc nhifng IGi vira roi. To diéu tra da
mat nhiing ba thang tr&i ma chang cach nao lan ra dudc manh khoe
cta hung thu. Chinh hung tha chac cling phai lao tam kho t&r khong
it mdi tao ra dudc phong kin. Vay ma chi sau mot dém Kyosuke da
thong to tat ca, du con chua dat chan dén hién trudng u?

“Pha dudgc that khong?”

“That! Quan tI nhat ngdn, t& ma nan truy.” Chan may Kyosuke
khé nhiu lai vai vé tu tin.

Khéng con cach nao khac, Kenzo danh di goi dién du van ban
tin ban nghi, va cang bat an khi 8 dau day bén kia, 6ng anh trai té
ra phan chan thay ro.

“Anh ay bao sé tGi ngay, ching ta c( tdi hién trudng trudc di.”



“Thé a? Vay ta di thoi.” Kyosuke than nhién ndi.

“Kyosuke, that khdng day? T6i hi€u la cu vd cung tu tin, nhung
IG that bai r6i anh hudng tdi cudc diéu tra vé sau... Nghe thi lam
cam, nhung...”

“Anh lai ca nghi rdi. Qué la giang son dé ddi, ban tinh khé dai.
Manh khde do con nguGi nghi ra thi di nhién cé thé bi con nguGi pha
giai. May con sén con ra ra vao vao dugc thi c§ gi con nguGi lai
khong thé.”

Trudc tuyén bo tran ngap tu tin cia Kyosuke, Kenzo cling khong
biét ndi gi thém nira.

Khoang mot tiéng sau, hai ngudi da cé mat trudc nha Kinue &
Kitazawa. Noi nay nay da sang tén cho Mogami Hisashi. Nghe dau
han dinh dap di xay lai roi ban cho ngudi khac, song do canh sat dé
nghi tam thdi gilr nguyén hién trudng nén mdai chi don bdt d6 dac,
chua pha dg gi.

“Ngdi nha van y nhu cli ch(?” Kyosuke quay lai hdi sau khi
ngam toan canh tuUr ngoai cong.

“Vé cd ban la thé. Chac chua co gi thay doi dau.”

“Vay thi may qua. Nh3 co ai dung tay vao r6i thi mét Iam.” Noi
doan, Kyosuke budc qua cong. Sudt ba thang khong ai ngé ngang,
san vudn trong hét si’c hoang tan. May cay ca chua thoi rita lam
khung canh thém phéan rgn nguai.

“Tam phim kinh rgi  dau?”

“O' mé sau.” Hai ngudi vong qua géc nha. “Pay, chinh chd nay
d‘éy."

“Ra thé... Clra sG vdi chan song sat kia la ciia phong tdm ha?”

“Blng, nhung khdng thé ra vao qua I8i d6 dau.”

“budng c6ng nay la chay ra tir phong tam?”

“Phéi."



Kyosuke khom ngudi nhac nap cong Ién, “Qua nhién la md
dugc.”

“Nhung déu cé du I3n dé con ngudi ra vao?”

“Khong phai con ngudi. T6i dang tim dau chan sén co.”

Kenzo bat gidac tu héi phai chang cau ban da hda dién. Tuy
nhién, d6i mat Kyosuke lai trong veo Idp lanh nhu da nhin thdu moi
bi an cla vu an nay.

“Dé ciu ddgi 1au ha! Mai tdi méi cat dudi dudgc dam nha béo day,
ha ha ha.” Trudng phong diéu tra Matsushita Eiichiro xuat hién trong
chi€c do choang den cung mét trang cuGi hao sang. “Vao trong xem

AY n

nao.

Trong nha day bui, lam Kenzo bdt giac ho sac sua. Cam giac
nhu mui mau con luan quan dau do nira.

“"Wét mau dudc tim thay & day. Kia la ta d6 bi luc loi. Trong
phong von con c6 mot khay dung bia.” Eiichiro vira giai thich vira gio
ra may tam anh chup Idc trudc.

“Phong tam & dau?”

“Di hét hanh lang nay ré trai.”

Ba ngudi tién tdi clra phong tdm. TU 16 hdng ma canh sat pha
trén canh clra, cd thé trong thdy nén gach trang bén trong. Kyosuke
lién chui qua 16 hdng &y dé vao.

“L{ sén bo 6 dau nhi?”

“Bau clra s6.”

“Vét nut trén canh cura thi thé nao?”

“Pay, chi nho chung nay thoi. Bén ludn chi qua cling khoé nira.”

“Um, ddng that.” Kyosuke ching hé nao ndng, chi nham mat
dam chiéu mot hoi. “Thé nay la du roi. Bi an da dugc pha giai.” Cau
quay ra nhin hai anh em nha Matsushita.

“That sao? Hung thi da tao ra phong kin bang cach nao?”

“Sau day t6i sé tai hién cho moi nguGi xem. Nhung can thém
chit thdi gian dé hodi du cac diéu kién can thiét da.” Kyosuke md ndp
bon tam va van voi xa nudc. Da 1au khong ai dung nén trong nudc



cé pha cd mau dé cla gi sat. “Trong luc dgi thi ta cf ra ngoai da.”
Cau ndi r6i dan hai anh em rdi di, mac cho ti€éng nudc roc rach nhu
giong ai nirc nd mdc sirc vang vong khap phong tam va hanh lang.

Vlra ngdi xudng nén chi€u & phong 10m2 trg troi chdang con
chit d6 dac nao, Kyosuke m@ I3i giang giai.

“Thong thuGng, rat kho tao ra phong kin trong ki€n trac Nhat
Ban truyén thong, bgi du tung phong c6 doc lap thé nao thi tran va
san cac phong van thong nhau. V&i mot kién trdc nhu vay, ké gian
chang thi€u dudng dot nhap hay thoat than.

"Song vu an nay thi khac. Ca tudng va san phong tdm déu lat
gach. Trén tran cling khdng cb 10 thdng khi. Clra s6 khda trdi, bén
ngoai lai co song sat kién co. Clra ra vao ciling khoa trai, trén dudi
chang cd 1ay mot ké hd. Ai nhin vao cling cho rang day la phong kin
hoan hao. Khéng cé 16i di bi mat, va rd rang chang phai tu sat hay
tring déc d€ ma hop ly hda su tinh. Nan nhén con bi hung thu cua
xac va dem than di mat nira ch(... Chac chan hung tha da dung
manh khde nao do dé ra vao cdn phong nay, va mau chét chinh 13 I{
sén kia.”

“Sén u? Sén thi lam sao?”

“"Anh bao Hisashi tirng bién sac khi nghe dén su' hién dién cua
chuing con gi? TU dau chi cudi, vu an nay van ludén bi bao trum trong
béng den quai di clia th& chan vac ran-&ch-sén, nén Hisashi phan
U'ng nhu vay cling khdng cé gi 1a la. Hung thu thi sao? D€ hi€u thdi.
Tam ly chung clia nguGi vira pham t6i la lam gi, gap gi déu ndm nép
chot da. Ngay ca ké dan canh phong kin day tinh vi nay co I€ cling
chang phai ngoai I&. Néu phat hién ra I sén thi hdn da vit chidng ra
ngoai cho an tadm roi. Tdc Ia 1T sén dy chi cd thé xudt hién sau khi
hung thu rdi di. C& dung logic truy dau chung, ta sé biét hung thua
chay thoat bang 16i nao ngay thoi.”

Kyosuke lan lugt nhin hai anh em Matsushita r6i nang giong
thém mot tong.

“P3 13 phong tdm thi du ciu tao ra sao, cd ban van phai co
dudng cap va thai nudc. budng cap la 6ng nudc cong cong roi, suy



ra 10 sén chi cd thé vao day qua dudng cdng thai. Dé cling 1a noi &n
chira bi mat gilp hung thu thoat khoi phong kin nay.”

Eiichiro va Kenzo bat giac nhin nhau. Lap luan qua khéng sai.
Sao ho lai ¢ thé bd qua diém mu nay nhi?

“Xac dinh nhu thé r6i thi phan con lai hét sic don gian. Chi can
it kim chi nifa thoi.” Kyosuke tuyén bd nhe ténh. Cung luc, tu phong
tdm phét ra mot tiéng “Ao” bao hiéu nuGc da tran bon. “Co veé dugc
roi. Ta quay sang bén do nao.” Kyosuke ding lén giuc hai anh em.

Budc vao phong tdm 1énh lang nudc, cau rdt tir tdi do choang ra
mot cudn chi gai, hai chi€c kim bang ¢ I16n va ba mau go nhd.

“Co Ié it han cling dudc, nhung lan nay téi sé dung ba sgi chi
cho chac.”

Kyosuke cat 18y ba sgi chi, budc dau mdi sgi vao mot mau go.
Dau con lai clia hai trong ba sgi ti€p tuc budc vao doi kim bang gan
hG dudi then clra va bén tudng & do cao ngang nhau. Bau con lai
cla sgi th(r ba that thanh mot vong tron nho va mac vao chét then
clra. Cudi cung, cdu cdm mau go kéo cang sgi chi thu’ ba, quan mot
vong quanh hai chiéc kim béng va chét khoa clra so.

“Ba mau go nay s& theo dong nudc troi ra ngoai. Di nhién chi
stic nuGce théi thi chua da dé hoan thién phong kin, nhung dgi ngoai
vuon, nhat 1ay may mau go va dung chi tac dong thém chut it thi
dugc. Mdi cac anh di’ng trong nay quan sat nhé.” Kyosuke ndi roi
lach qua bén dudi may sgi chi dé ra khoi phong tam roi khép ctra lai.

Eiichiro khong ndi nén Igi, chi biét nhin chdm cham vao then
clra.

Mot 1at sau, mdy sgi chi bdt dau chuyén dong. Then ctra dén
nhich sang ngang r6i cam vao 10. Kim bang trén tudng bi kéo rai
xudng dat, keo theo chdt ha xudng, khoa trai canh ctra. Sgi chi bi
kéo manh khi€n mau go cudi cung ciling rdi xudng sér). TGi khi sgi
chi that tron chay mot vong quanh chét khda clra s6 ro6i mat hut
dudi miéng cong thoat nudc, kéo theo ca kim bang, trong phong
khong con dau vét gi nira.

“Anh, thé nay la da ro roi.” Nhu vira hoan hon, Kenzo thd hat ra.



“Um.” Eiichiro hdng giong, mat anh I&n than phuc.

“Sao? Clra khda chua?” Kyosuke ngd vao qua 16 hdng trén cura.

“Cau Kyosuke, cam on cau rat nhiéu. Qua la moét manh khéde
tinh vi. Bat ngd@ that day.” Eiichiro ndi bang giong run run.

Pap lai, Kyosuke van té vé dirng dung, “May manh khée cd hoc
thé nay thi c6 gi dang ké dau. Toi thay la la mai t6i giG cac anh con
chua pha gidi dudc nd day. Vdi toi thi cai bay tam ly ma hung thu
tao ra tr phong kin nay mdi la yéu té quan trong ca.”

“Cau ndi sao...?”

“Cac anh dd bj han day vao mét phong kin trong tam ly, dé roi
c mai quan quanh trong dé, khong sao tim dugc 16i ra.”

“Phong kin trong tam ly?” Eiichiro 13p lai nhu vet. “"Cau Kyosuke,
rot cuoc hung thu la ké nao cha?”

“Téi cdn chudn bi thém mét chit rdi mdi ddm khdng dinh.
Nhung chdc chan hung thd phai la ké nam r6 cau trdc ng6i nha nay
trong long ban tay. Manh khde han dung khong phai th(r co thé bat
ra trong mudi, hai muci phut dau.”

"Vay sao...” Eiichiro nhdm mat dam chiéu nhu dang ra soat lai
cac déi tugng tinh nghi. “Téi v8n thdc mac tai sao hung thu lai dé
ma voi nudc, nhung nhGd man tai hién cda cau ma toi da hiéu vai tro
cla no trong viéc tao nén phong kin roi.”

“Chinh xac... Nhung viéc nay con an chla y nghia khac séu xa
hon nhiéu. Hung tha cling xac dinh 1a chang thé che mat canh sat
mai bang cai manh khde cd hoc nay dau. Han dé md voi nudc khdng
dan thuan chi nham dua may mau go ra ngoai.”

“Y ciu la...”

“Xét tur phan tich tinh kinh té trong hanh vi pham t6i, mét manh
khoe hay cong cu chi thuc su' cd y nghia khi cung ltc phat huy nhiéu
cong dung khac nhau. Gidng nhu xay dap vua dé phat dién, vua dé
phong chong |G lut va phuc vu ndng nghiép vay.”

Kyosuke danh tréng lang bang mot phép vi von roi bat cudi.



Hinh hoc phi Euclid

TOi d6, Kamizu Kyosuke cung Matsushita Kenzo t&i nha riéng
clia ti€én si Hayakawa & Yotsuya. Hoan toan mé man vi nhiing suy
ludn cuda Kyosuke, Kenzo khong sao dit khéi cau nira budc. TU thai
pho thdng da biét rd cdu ban nay tai ndng xuét ching, song dén khi
chirng kién Kyosuke pha giai bi &n phong kin, anh mdi tin chic réng
sém muodn gi vu an nay cling dugc lam sang to.

Chi con lai hai ké tinh nghi. Kyosuke sé cd bi quyét gi d& don ho
vao chan tudng? Mdi nghi thé thoi la Kenzo da thay phan khich roi.

Biét thu cua tién si Hayakawa toa lac 8 mot géc khu Yotsuya,
may man thoat dugc dan bom chién tranh tan pha. Vira dat chan
vao phong khach rong rai, Kenzo da phai tram tré cam than. Ngi day
chang khac nao mot phong trung bay ti€u ban hinh xam. Trén tudng
khéng treo tranh san dau, ma thay vao do6 la nhitng mang da xam
sac sG dong khung. O boén gdéc phong, nci ngudi thudng bay tugng
ban than bang cdm thach trdng bdc, thi & day lai Ia bdn pho tugng
khoéng dau hay tay chan, khodc trén minh I16p da xam tré cla ai dé.

“Kyosuke nay, khong biét hinh xam Orochimaru gig thé nao roi
nhi? DU hung thu da 1ay di than minh nan nhan, nhung néu khong
xu ly kip thai thi I6p da bén ngoai s& s6m thoi rira mat.” Kenzo hdi,
mat van dao quanh bo suu tap tuy khong qua do s6 nhung chat
lugng khong hé thua kém phong tiéu ban & Pai hoc Tokyo.

“No6i sao day... T6i nghi hung thi s& bao quan can than chlr
khdng d€ thdi rita dau... Chac chiing ta s& sém dugc chiém ngudng



kiét tdc d€ ddi cua Horiyasu thdi.” Kyosuke dap, moi nhéch 1&n mét
cach bi hiém.

Cua phong md ra, tién si Hayakawa van kimono tuci cuGi budc
vao. "0, Kyosuke, da lau khéng gap!”

“Xin 10i thdy vi bdy nay bt v6 &m tin. Tai em c* phai luan
chuyén khap cac chién trudng, hét Trung Quoc lai dén Java, mai gan
day mdi vé nuGc nén gid mdi tdi chao hoi thay dugc.” Kyosuke lich
thiép dap €.

“L6i phai gi, con s6ng la tét roi. CAu ma bo mang trong cudc
chi€n ngu ngdc ay thi qua la ton that I16n cho dat nudc.” Tién si noi
rOi quay sang Kenzo, d6i giong mia mai. “Kenzo day a, t6i mdi bi anh
cau hanh cho Ién bd xudng rudng day. Béu tai cau tu dung nhd ra
may chuyén khong dau.”

“Em xin I6i thay. Lic &y ai cling kich ddng ca, nén...”

“Thoi, nhac chuyén da qua cling chang dé lam gi. Ban than toi
cling co 16i nira... Hai cau ngoi di.”

Ba ngudi ng6i xudng ghé.

“Pay la [an thd hai em dugc chiém ngudng bo sun tap clua thay,
nhung phai cong nhan la toan nhitng tuyét pham khé tim. Chac thdai
chién thay cling vat va lam?”

“Con phai ndi. Toi da xac dinh tinh than la khong gilr dugc nha
clUa, chi tran tré nang long vdi cai dong nay. Ba bi vu sc tan bao
nj(‘)n sinh Iuc r6i ma sau day con phai suu tap lai tu dau thi kho
lam.”

“Em hi€u a. Toan b&o vat qudc gia ch dua dau. Cac thé& hé sau
at phai cdm ta cong sirc ma bac ki tai nhu thay da bod ra.”

“Ai cling hi€éu chuyén nhu ciu thi tét, ti€c rdng toi trong mat
ngudi ddi chi la mot ké quai g&, hay noi thang ra thi la mét tay bién
thai ma thoi.”

“Bi€t sao dudc a. Ngudi x(rng dang lam tri ki v&i thay chac phai
tram nam mdi c6 mot.”

budc ca nggi hét Ii, tién si Hayakawa bat cuGi hai 10ng roi
khoan khoai dua tach tra 1én miéng. Thay vay, Kyosuke lién vao chu



dé chinh.

“Nhung hinh nhu khéng cé tadc phdm clia Horiyasu nhi?”

Nhu bi cham trdng chd dau, mét tién si lap tuc co rut, “Tiéc la
khong. Ké ra thi toi da suu tap du tac pham cia may nghé nhan noi
ti€ng nhu' Horiuno, Horiken, Horigane, Horigoro... Chi riéng Horiyasu
la van chua ki€m ndi. That Iong toi rat mudn c6 dugc hinh xam cua
co Kinue, song bi hung thu nang tay trén nén cling nan. Cong nhan
han dién cudng that day, chr nhu toi thi du si mé dén may ciing lay
dau ra gan gié€t ngudi.” Giong diéu 6ng nhu san sang an miéng tra
mi€ng vdi su’ nghi ngG cua Kyosuke.

“Vang, phai néi la tay nay cuc ki dang sg day a. Nhung em van
thac mac la sao thay khéng trinh ra bang chithg ngoai pham nao?
Xin 106i anh Kenzo, nhung canh sat von rat hay gay khd dé cho doi
tugng ma ho cd ac cam. CS gi mot ngudi diic cao vong trong nhu
thay phai mao hiém dén thé?”

“Bi€t vay nhung... tai ho vo ly qua, khong phai sao? Dua vao
dau ma cho rang t6i dang nghi? Dung la chinh tdi da phat hién tlr
thi, song luc d6 con cé cau Kenzo nifa ma. VGi ca toi dau cod dong ca
gi dé sat hai Kinue? Bao t6i giét Takezo vi khoan thira ké gan mot
triéu yén nghe con co ly, ch giét Kinue thi t6i dudc Igi 16c gi? Phan
thua k€ cua co ta sé dugc chuyén giao cho Hisashi cd ma. Noi chung
la t6i khdng co dong cd vé mat kinh t€, va cling chang ngu ngdc tdi
do giét nguGi chi dé lay hinh xam.”

“Thay dung danh trong lang ch(r.” Kyosuku ti€p tuc truy cuu,
khoe miéng khé nhéch lén.

“Chuyén t8i dé cling vay. Mién 13 khdng lién quan téi 4n mang
thi toi di dau lam gi chdng dugc. Von di may ai co thé dua ra chiing
cr ngoai pham khi vira bi hoi chlr. Toi ma la trudng phong diéu tra
thi trudc tién sé nghi ngd ké cd chirng cf ngoai pham hoan hao nhat
Cd.,,

“Vang, hung th( ddu phai hang tdm thudng d&é ma bi tdm chi vi
khong c6 ching clr ngoai pham.”

“Chinh xac. Canh sat Nhat Ban ciling can tu duy khoa hoc han
chit di. Gan day con dd, ch( dao trudc c thay nghi ngG la téng



ngudi ta vao trai tam giam d6i ba thang trdi, hanh ha tra tdn du kiéu
dé ép cung. Toi nghe nhiéu chuyén nhu thé r6i. Rai vao canh do thi
ai ma chang phai nhan btra cho xong.”

“Thay nodi chi phai.” Kyosuke cam tach tra Ién r6i tram ngam
mot hoéi. “Nhung & dia vi thay ma lai nhat may manh phim kinh
mang vé thi cling that khinh suat qua.”

“Cai dd thi toi cong nhan. Bdng trudc mot vat nhu' thé, tha hoi
thdi xau cua t6i lam sao ma khong phat tac dugc co chlr. Nhung néu
t6i la thu pham thi dai gi lai chi cho cau Kenzo r6i mdi Ién IUt giau
di.,,

“Vang, em ciing nghi thé.”

“Ma thdi cudc loan lac that day. Cau nghi sao vé nhan tinh thé
thai dao gan day?” Dudng nhu khéng mudn noi thém vé vu an, tién
si d6i chu dé.

“Em cling mdi vé nén khong r6 1am a...”

“Dao dién! C4 thé ndi thé. Tam chuc triéu dan Nhat Ban déu dd
dai ca roi. Thuc pham phan phdi thi cham, cd khi con chang thay
dau, tu di mua thi bi bat phat khong chit nhan nhugng. Ngoai mat
noi la cd gang duy tri vat gia d mic thap, thuc té€ lai mdc surc tang
giad thudc 1a vai vé tau xe. Ké ngay thang nhu t6i chang thé hiéu noi
may tay chinh tri gia dang lam tr6 gi nifa. Ba troi 1a chim, ca cang to
cang dé lot Iudi... Toan chuyén ngugc dGi. T6i ma tré han chit nira
thi chac cling chuyén sang hanh nghé Ira dao hay cudp bdc roi.”

“Em thay tu gilra chi€n tranh thay da nhi€u lan mia mai quan
dbi, nay da hoa binh r6i ma xem ra thay van chua hét birc xuc nhi.”

“Chang I& hai cdu khdéng thdy chi nhitng ké thi€u néng tri tué
md@i tin tudng vO diéu kién vao cac tuyén bd cua B6 Chi huy a? Lay
dau ra chuyén ngon an nhu' ngay nao cting danh chim vai chi€én ham
cung hang khong mau ham cua dich chur. Gidra chung chién tranh toi
con dam lo khong biét nang luc cong nghiép cua dich cd dudi kip
thi€t hai ma ta gay ra khong nita. Vé sau khong bi€t la phien qua
hay :ché' nao, chang thay dua tin danh chim thém, nhung toi van nhd
la tong cOng phai tiéu diét han sau chuc chi€c. Manh miéng la vay
ma ldc can thi bd tay trudc dam B29 chét tiét. Bén khi nghe Iénh



ngudi ngudi nha nha hdy chuan bj gido tre, t6i thuc sy’ chi mudn oa
khéc. Lai con ‘Buing quén boi dau, vét nhon moi ngay’ nira ch(r. Toi
nhifng tudng ti€p theo sé 16i nhau di tdp ném da ban cung dé doi
pho véi B29 cg, may la chua dén mlc ay...” budc da, tién si lién
thoang bang giong diéu chadm bi€m sd trudng, lam ngudi doi dién
tudng nhu cau chuyén sé khong co hoi két.

“A, thay con chdi c¢& vay khdng a? Em nhd trudc khi nhdp ngil
ting dugc thinh gido thay doi ba lan, cling goi la kha ngang ca...”
Kyosuke v0i vang xen ngang.

“CG vay ay ha? Cau con tré nén chac ti€n boé nhanh Iam nhi?”

“Da khéng, van gidm chan tai cho théi a. Vi ca trong quan ngd
thi lam gi c6 Iic nao an tinh ma danh cG cho noi...

“Lam mot van nhé. Kenzo, cau khoéng phién chi?”

“Vang, hai nguGi cr tu nhién a. Em ciling thich di'ng ngoai xem
han la tham gia.”

Nghe vay, ti€n si ben rung chudng goi ngudi dem ban cG tdi.
Kyosuke 1ay quan den, khé cui dau roi di trudc.

Kenzo chua hiéu tai sao ciu ban lai ggi y ti€n si chdi cd vao thdai
diém nay. NguGi xua c6 cau “Anh hung chang dé y ti€u tiét, cling
khong ngai bi coi la vb6 cong r6i nghé”, song anh van khong khoi
nong rudt khi nhin thai gian quy bau bi lang phi nhu' thé.

Tuy nhién, nét mat Kyosuke tir ddu chi cudi van lanh nhu béng.
Trong cau khong co vé gi la dang vua danh cG vua nghi xem ti€p
theo néq lam thé nao, ma nhu dang hoan toan tap trung vé,\o thé co
trudc mat. Quan den dang hai chiém uu thé. Tran chién bat dau tpr
goc trén bén trai roi lan dan xudng trung tam ban cd, phat trién
thanh mot bd cuc nan giai vGi nhitng quan cd den trang dan xen
phuc tap...

MOt IUc sau, tién si bat cudi sang khodi, “Kiéu gi cling kém vai
muc nhi?”

“C( thé nay thi quan den sé han hai muc, nhung néu tinh thém
diém cong cho quan trang* thi em da thua roi.” Kyosuke kinh can cui
dau.



_ Bau khong khi cdng thdng kéo dai su6t gan mét ti€éng dong hod
bong tiéu tan. Tién si thd phao nhe nhdm réi cham mot diéu thudc.
D6 chinh la s6 hd ma Kyosuke nay gid van chd ddi.

“Thay a, em cd cai nay hay 1am.” Cau 1y khoi cdp mot phong bi
va dua cho tién si.

~ Vua liéc qua sau tam anh bén trong, ti€n si lién trung ra mot
biéu cam kho long dién ta bang Idi.

“Ra vay. La anh Jiraiya, Orochimaru va Tsunade.” Ban tay cam
anh cta ong run run. “Lam sao cau cé? Ai chup? Luc nao?” Giong
tién si tréd nén nghiém tlc, khong con chat cham biém nao nira.

“That ra day 13 do Kinue giri nhd & chd anh Kenzo tir hom thi
hinh xdm. Cd &y ndi hinh xdm trén lung ba anh em ho cé an chla bi
mat nao do, roi con 1am bam la ban than sap bi giét va 16t da. HOm
sau Kinue lai goi dién bao muén tiét 16 moi chuyén va nhG anh
Kenzo tu van nén anh dy mdi quyét dinh dén do, dé roi cung thay
phat hién ra tham kich nay, con bi mat kia thi cho t&i nay van bi
chon vui trong bong t6i... Theo I6i Mogami Hisashi thi anh vén dugc
dan ngay trang dau tién cia mét cubn album, nhung trang dy da bi
x€é mat nén khong biét la trén day co cha thich gi khdng. La mot noi
la Tsunetaro vira thay anh da lap tdc nhin ra chan tuéng vu an, con
hen anh Kenzo ba ngay sau s& ndi rdo moi chuyén. Tiéc la hung thud
da kip gi€t nguai diét khau.” Kyosuke ti mi giai thich.

“Vay a.” Tién si Hayakawa tram ngam nha khoi thudc.

D3 tung ra con at chd bai, Kyosuke thang thirng héi ludn, “Thay,
tai sao thay lai cho rang vu an nay co lién quan tdi hinh hoc phi
Euclid?”

"Thi tai can phong kin hoan hao dy thoi. Ké nghi ra bo cuc nhu
thé€ chi trong vai giG han phai la m6t dang thién tai. Pham phu tuc tur
cd c6 dén may cling lam sao pha giai noi téi ac do thién tai gay ra.
Ngudi gioi toan nhu cdu chac cling hiéu la di tim 1Gi giai thudng kho
han nhiéu so véi ra dé chi?”

“Thay ndi dobi. Thay lién tuéng dén hinh hoc phi Euclid la vi ly
do khac phai khéng?”

“Cau bao sao!?” Tién si hai nao nung.



Anh mat s3c nhu gudm cla ho giao nhau, khién bau khdng khi
xung quanh tudng chung tde Itra dén ndi.

“Mong thay noi that, dugc khong a? Tai sao thay lai nhat cac
manh phim mang vé? Tai sao thay lai tir chdi hgp tac vGi canh sat?”

~ “Hanh vi ciia mét ké cudng hinh xdm nhu t6i dau thé giai thich
bang ly 1€ cia ngudi thudng. Cu ngu trong long t6i con cd6 mot toi
khac nira. DG6i khi ké do lai lam nhirng viéc ma t6i khong ngd tdi va
cling chang ki€ém soat dugc.”

“Va ké dé yéu mot ngudi khac ngoai c6 a? Vura han viura khinh bi
nhung khong sao quén dugc ngudi ta? Em hiéu ding chir a?”

“Ngu ngdc... Ngu ngoc!”

“Thay, r8 rang la thay biét bi 4n ddang sau vu an nay. Thay biét
lai lich cia nhan t6 X, tic co6 gai giau mat thoat an thoat hién trong
toan b6 man kich vura qua, phai khong a?”

Tién si Hayakawa khong tra Idi.

Sau moét hoi im ldng day chét choc, Kyosuke ding day xin phép
ra vé. Ra tdi cong, cau quay lai tung don két lieu, “Em nghi la em da
hiéu tai sao thay lai mot muc khong trinh bay chirng cr ngoai pham
r6i. Chi can thém chut thdi gian nira thoi la em sé lam ro thay da &
dau dém do. Day la mét naoi thay quyét tam gidu kin bang moi gia,
ddt khoat khong cho canh sat biét. Bai vi néu dé 10 ra, danh du cua
thay coi nhu d6 song d6 bé, ding chu?”

M3t ti€n si cat khong con hot mau. Ong dua vao tudng dé gitr
cho minh khéi nga, miéng lam bam, “Kyosuke nay, cau qua la dang
sg day...”

Sau khi rGi nha tién si, Kyosuke khong da dong tdi vu an thém
mot [an nao. Mai tdi lGc tam biét Kenzo, cdu mdi nhac lai, "Nh& anh
nhan vdi trudng phong la ‘Vu an nay sé dugc giai quyét trong doi ba
hdm téi’ d€ anh &y yén tam.”



“Sao roi Kenzo? Thanh qua hém nay thé nao?” Thay Kenzo vé
dén nha, Eiichiro lién cat ti€éng héi nhu da dgi san tu lau.

“Theo théng béo ctia BO Chi huy thi mot hang khdng mau ham
cla dich da chiu thiét hai nang né vi dot tan cong cua ta va boc
chay ngay gan Yotsuya. Quan ta dang qua cam truy quét tan binh,
du kién sé két thuc chién dich trong hai, ba ngay t&i.”

“Chién dich Kyosuke a?”

Hai anh em dong thanh cugi I8n. Day la [an dau tién tU khi xay
ra vu an ho cudi dugc véi nhau nhu vay. Kenzo nhu dang & thai cuc
hung phan nhat cia chirng hung tram cam.

“Tinh hinh tién si thé nao? Li€u O6ng ta trdng hay den?”

“Thay la trang, Kyosuke mdi la den... Sau nhitng nudc chét ha
sG trudng, quan den clia cau dy da thang hai muc. Khodi Idm anh a.”

“Chua dang ndi vé cai gi thé?”

“"MOt van cd vay a.”

“Pung co gidn.”

“Thoéi nao, anh dung gian ch. Tém lai la hinh nhu Kyosuke da
ndm dudc hét bi mat cua ti€n si Hayakawa r6i. TU y nghia cla cai
goi la hinh hoc phi Euclid cho téi viéc ti€n si con yéu ngudi khac
ngoai vd minh... A phai r6i, cdu dy tuyén b6 chac nich rang chi can
thém mot chut thdi gian la sé lam sang té hanh tung cua tién si vao
dém hom ay nira.”

“Néu Kyosuke thutc su’ néi dugc lam dugc thi anh day nguyén tu
chiric trudng phong diéu tra va ti€n cr cau ay Ién thay.” Eiichiro nira
dua nura that.



Chiéu hom sau, theo dung hen, Kyosuke cung Kenzo t&i tham
nha Mogami Hisashi.

“Xin 16i nhé, hdm qua toi di ving, dé hai ngudi phai mat cong...
Mai 10 gid sang nay t6i mdi vé tdi ngi day.” Hisashi budc vao phong
khach vGi bd dang lao Iuc. Khong biét co phai nhd phan tai san thia
ké khdng ma nhin han cd phan béo t6t va phong do haon trudc.

“A khéng, ching toi xin 16i mdi phai. Ma tdi c6 dan theo khach
quy day. Cau nay la Kamizu Kyosuke, it tudi hon nhung lai 1a dan
anh cla toi tur thadi phd thong, gid lam & phong nghién cliu phap y
Pai hoc Tokyo. Cau ay rat cé hirng thd vdi vu an lan nay va mudn
truc ti€p nghe nhan dinh cla anh, nén t6i mai dua di cung.”

“Thé a!” Hisashi dap bang giong than thién, moi nd nu cudi tuci
réi. “Han hanh dugc ddn ti€p. Toi la Mogami Hisashi.”

“T6i la Kamizu Kyosuke. Nghe danh anh tir Idau ma hom nay mdi
cé vinh hanh dudc gap. Trudc tién xin chia buon véi mat mat cua
anh. Toi la dan phap y, mdi di Java vé lai nghe anh Kenzo k& vu nay
nén td mo tu xem xét ddi chit, song vudng phai nhiéu diém mac
mUu. Nghe ndi anh tirng tim hi€u vé vu nay va dua ra nhiéu cao
ki€n mang tinh dot pha, t6i ben mao mudi t&i lam phién, rat mong
dugc thinh gido.”

“Cao kién gi ch(r... Cau cr qua I5i, lam tdi thém phan hd then.”
NoOi vay nhung dudng nhu Hisashi cling kha phan khai khi dugc
khen nggi. “Dau sao thi nan nhan cling la anh ru6t t6i va nguGi dan
ba clia anh &y, nén cé thé ndi ngudi chiu tdc déng I6n nhét tir vu an
nay chinh 13 téi. L& di nhién, toi da tim hi€u vé nd va xay dung mot
gia thuyét cta riéng minh. Von ciling dinh lic nao dé ndi ra dé€ Kenzo
tham khao, nay lai cd cd hoi tot thé nay thi t6i xin trinh bay luén.
Nhung khéc véi Kenzo, t6i khong cé mat & hién trudng llc thi thé
dugc phat hién nén chi suy luan dua trén nhirng gi nghe dugc thoi.
NEu co sai sot thi mong hai cau bé qua cho.”

Kyosuke khé gat dau, Hisashi nhap mot ngum tra ndng cho ngot
giong roi mdi tiép tuc, “Diém ki la dau tién ma tdi cdm nhan dugc &
vu an nay la, mét mat né cuc ki duy ly, mat khac lai hoang dudng
dén ghé rgn. That kho tin la hung thud lai mang trong minh cung Ilc



ca hai khia canh nhu vay. Song néu dat gia thuyét la c6 hai ké khac
nhau clng tham gia gdy an thi moi chuyén sé& dé hiéu hon nhiéu.
Cau Kyosuke hoc rong biét nhiéu han cling biét co trudng hop hai
hodc nhiéu vu an bi gop lai do chu quan cua con ngudi va tré nén
nan giai gap boi.”

“Ra vay. Tiéc la t6i chua nghi dudc dén thé.” Kyosuke ra chiéu
cam phuc.

“Trong trudng hop nay, chan tudng su viéc chi co thé dugc lam
ro khi ta tach rgi hai mat cla van dé. Thac mac dau tién xudt hién
trong dau tbi la tai sao Kinue lai cho nguGi gilp viéc nghi. C& gi lai
chon ding thdi diém &y? Chang phai c6 ta mdi ké 1€ vdi toi va ca
nguSi mdi quen la cau Kenzo rdng minh sdp bi giét va 16t da a? Xét
theo I€ thudng thi hét si'c mau thuan.”

“Téi cling khdng sao ly giai ndi diém dd.” Kyosuke ngap ngirng
dong tinh.

“Ban dau tbi con thay toi nghi€p cho cd ta, song cang rd su tinh
thi lai cang thay ddng la tu 1am tu chiu. Chang hiéu thé nao ma tdi
dd c6 ta con ru Inazawa dén nha nira chdr. Co6 ta thi€u gi dan 6ng
theo dubi ma phai mdi goi mot g& nhu véy. Hodc cd I8 Inazawa da
biét dugc viéc cb ta cd ngudi khac, nén mdi 16i chuyén &y ra dé ép
cO ta chiéu y minh. T6i chang mudn ndi xau ngudi da khudt dau,
nhung Kinue qua la mot & dan ba vo clng toi té. Anh toi den dui Idam
md&i v& phai ¢6 ta. Lai lich bat hao, lai con c6 ham thich moi rg Ia
xam tro... Chac chan cb ta van tang tiu véi ké khac sau lung anh t6i
théi. Cho ngudi gilip viéc nghi chang qua la dé tu do tac oai tac
quai.”

“Anh cho rang xam minh la moi rg? Day la lan dau tién t6i gap
dugc mot ngudi co suy nghi binh thudng trong vu an nay day.”

“Ai d4u 6c binh thudng thi déu khdéng tan thanh ndi tu duy cua
ti€n si Hayakawa hay anh t6i va Inazawa. So véi cai ngir kinh tém
kia, t6i thay may & nguc bu hap dan hon nhiéu.”

Pang ndi chuyén nghiém tic ma Hisashi van quen théi 1dng
ghép quan diém vé dan ba clia minh vao. Dudng nhu cling tu' cam
thay hai I8 16i, han |ap tic quay lai van dé chinh.



“"Nhung cai kim trong boc roi cling cd ngay 16i ra. Anh t6i bé
ngoai kha 6n hoa, thuc chat lai cuc ki da nghi. Ddc biét, néu lién
quan tdi Kinue thi anh 8y rat dé ndi can ghen. Pén tdi day con cd
dat bi anh ay nghi ngé dén phat mét... Chac anh toi da theo doi va
ndm dugc chiing c hai ndm rd mudi, nén mdi quyét dinh ra tay
trirng tri d6i gian phu dam phu kia. Kinue han it nhiéu cling nhan ra
tdm y cua anh t6i. Khéng nhitng vay, c6 ta con cam thay sg hai
trudc chap niém dién cubng véi hinh xam cla nhan tinh bi mat, nén
md@i vo thifc cau ctu cau Kenzo nhu vay.”

“R&t cd thé. Hoan toan hop ly.” Kyosuke gat dau dong tinh.

“T6i h6m an mang xay ra, chac chan tén nhan tinh bi mét kia
da c6 mat & nha Kinue. Han dén trong lic cb ta tdi nha tdm cong
cong, nhung khéng may anh Takezo cling xuat hién, hdn danh tam
trén di. Cac phong nha Kinue vén chang cé khoa, han chi con cach
nau minh vao phong tam. Anh t6i khong nhan ra su hién dién cla
han, cr thé nén gian ma dgi Kinue vé roi cung cb6 a udng bia. Co I€
anh t6i da nhan luc Kinue sc hd ma ha doc giét chét c6 a. Anh ay
khong dung sung vi s@ hang xom nghe dudc, lai mat cg hoi tru khar
not tén nhan tinh. Song chirng ki€n Kinue ra di ngay trudc méat, anh
Takezo bat dau thdy an han. Noi gi thi ndi, anh t6i von hét muc yéu
thuang c6 ta ma. Chang con tam tri dau dé nghf téi viéc xU ly nét
tén kia, anh ay da chay khoi nha Kinue. Moi chuyén co |1€ chi dién ra
trong dd ba muai phat, nhung cling khdng thé loai trir kha nang thaoi
gian cd doi chit xé xich. K& ca c6 ngudi lam ching thi cling dau ai
dam chac la moi cai dong ho trén doi déu chi ding gid, nén sai léch
cling la diéu kho tranh. Néi chung, anh Takezo da bé tron khai hién
trudng va chon nha kho G Mitaka lam nai tru than tam thdi, r6i bi
mac cam toi 0i ddn vat ma tu sat ngay & do.”

“Thé hung thu th( hai la ai?”

“Cai do thi toi cling khong r6. Toi chi doan rang sau khi thay
bén ngoai khdng con dong tinh gi, han r&i khoi phong tam va phat
hién ra thi thé Kinue. Di nhién han rét sg hai, va bd chay ngay tic
thi. Ban than dang & thé kho, cling khdng thé théng bdo cho canh
sat. Han chay ra vuGn, song gitta chirng nhan thay tang hai nha
hang xém cé ngudi nhin xudng, nén lai Ui vao trong. Dbi dién vai tIr



thi [An nita, hn bong v& I8 diém mé hodc minh trudc nay ching
phai con ngudi Kinue, ma la hinh xam trén than xac co a. Han bat
dau nghi ngdi va dan di dén mot két luan day quy di. Han trong dau
hdn c6 mdt giong ndi c 1d&m bdm rang ‘Hinh xdm nay la cla mi,
tuyét déi khdng thé giao cho ké khac dugc’, dai loai thé. Nhu bi ma
nhap, han c thé kéo xac chét vao phong tam, dung cay cua cd san
dau do cat Idy than minh, boc né vao bd kimono c6 & mdc trén
ngudi dé€ mang di tron. Téi cling khéng rd han tao ra phong kin thé
nao, nhung doc tiéu thuyét trinh tham thi thdy cling nhiéu cach 13m,
nén chang phai la bat kha thi dau. Quay lai chuyén chinh, Iic ra dén
cdng chinh han lai thdy Inazawa di tSi. Hdn gidt minh ndp vao bui
cay canh do, dgi cho Inazawa vao han nha. Nghi phan con lai cla tr
thi ndm trong phong kin nén chua thé bj phat hién ngay, hdn an tdm
phan nao va da toan rdi di. Song khi kiém tra tinh hinh bén ngoai
cho chac an, han lai phat hién mét ga dan 6ng khac dang rinh mo
ngdi nha. Khdng thé ra ngoai, han danh ti€p tuc dgi co héi. Bugc
mot IUc thi Inazawa lao ra khoi nha. Inazawa qua doi hoang loan
nén khdng dé y la cd ngudi dang trén trong vudn. Ngay sau dé thi
dén Iugt Usui budc vao nha, md ra 16i thoat cho han.”

Mat Kyosuke sang ruc, ddm ddm ddi theo moi bi€éu cam cla
Hisashi.

“Vé vu th(r ba thi tdi nghi thé nay. Sau khi nghe Kenzo ké lai su
tinh va xem anh, Tsunetaro nhan thay co diéu gGn ggn trong long.
M&t vai ngay lung suc thi tim ra tén nhan tinh dang nam gilt hinh
xam cua Kinue va néu diéu kién dé tdng tién han. Co 18 Tsunetaro
da yéu cdu mot khoan tién khodng 16, bao néu han khdéng chap nhan
thi sau ba ngay sé mat bao vdi canh sat. Tén kia chac kinh hoang
lam. V@i vat chirng la hinh xam Orochimaru thi ai ma tin han khong
phai tha pham giét Kinue ch(r. Nhung han cling khéng cach nao dap
U'ng dugc diéu kién Tsunetaro dat ra. Dam lao danh theo lao, han ha
quyét tam du Tsunetaro tGi nhan tién r6i ha doc va 16t da anh ta. D6
chinh la chan tudng ma téi phan doan.”

Tinh dot pha va théng suét trong lap luan clia Hisashi khién
Kenzo phai tham tac IuGi than phuc. Dén ca c6 may suy luan nhu
Kamizu Kyosuke xem chirng ciing bi ap dao.



“"Ra vay. Qua la mot 1ap luan tuyét vai. Toi thuc sy cdm phuc
anh r6i day. T6i chua tung nghi dén kha nang hai toi ac doc lap co
thé hoa quyén vao nhau va tao nén mot bo cuc ki quai nhu vay.”
Kyosuke cUi dau té vé than phuc.

Vén hiéu rd tinh hao thang cla cdu ban, Kenzo cang thém phan
an tugng trudc nhirng IGi tan ducng nay.

“Cau qua Idi r6i. bay chi la gia thuyét toi dat ra thoi.”

“Tat ca déu hét sic hgp ly va ranh mach, c& nhu chinh anh Ia
ngudi da vé nén kich ban cho vu an nay vay. May ma anh cé ching
cr ngoai pham, ch(r vdi cung cach lam viéc cla canh sat thdi nay thi
chac anh sé bi coi la ddi tugng tinh nghi hang dau day.”

“Cong nhan cling nhd sb trdi run rui. Toi qua cling khéng ngd la
viéc nam kham mot dém lai la chuyén tot.”

“Noi vay thi anh hdn la cd ménh I8n, lai dudc quy nhan phu trg
giup chuyén hoa thanh phudc.” Kyosuke ndi. Cau nhin Hisashi, va ca
hai cung bat cudi. “Co diéu tu dau dén cudi anh van chua tiét 16
danh tinh cua tén nhan tinh da lay di than minh keém hinh xam cua
Kinue. RGt cudc thi han la ai ch(?”

“Cai do thi toi khong rd, song han phai la ngudi cé bo oc siéu
viét, lai mé man hinh xam.”

“Ra vay. Theo cho tdi biét thi ngudi nhu vay chi cd mot ma
thoi... Phai néi 1ap luan cla anh v6 cing sac bén, gan nhu khéng cé
|0 hong. Tuy nhién, t6i con doi ba thac mac mong dugc anh chi
giao.”

“Cau clr ndi.”

“Pau tién la cay cua roi gan hién trudng. Theo suy luan cua anh
thi tén nhan tinh kia chi ndy ra y dinh cua xac 1ay than sau khi Kinue
chét. Trong trudng hop ay, thudng ngudi ta sé nghi tdi viéc dung
ngay nhirng dung cu quanh day, nhung c6 gilp viéc lai khai la chua
ting thay cay cua nao nhu thé. ROt cudc nd & dau ra?”

“Hinh nhu c6 giup viéc da dudc cho nghi tur hai, ba hém trudc,
nén biét dau chinh Kinue da mua no trong thai gian ay?”



“Ciing co thé, song nha binh thudng dau can téi hai, ba cdy cua
lam gi. V&i ca néu mua thi ¢ sao Kinue lai chon do cii nhu vay?”

“HUm... Hay la c6 thg thay nao bd quén?”

"VGi canh thg thay thi cdy cua la cong cu hanh nghé. Liéu co ai
bat can t&i miic béd quén can cau com cua minh khéng? Ma ciing
khd c6 kha nang la tén nhan tinh kia mang n6 dén. Xua ray tbi chua
nghe ai dem cua ci di l1ay Iong dan ba bao gid.”

“Cau cling tinh mat khéo miéng ghé.” Hisashi dai boi, du trong
long cd vé khong phuc.

“Thi hai 1a ly do d&n phong tdm van bat. B3 ct cdng tao nén
phong kin r6i ma con quén tat dén u? Toi khong nghi han bat can
dén thé... Anh thi sao?”

“Vé diém nay thi bi€t dau 6i khai cta Inazawa khong hoan toan
chinh xac? Co thé ga da bat den khi nghe tiéng nudc chay ma khéng
nhd chang?”

“Khdng thé loai trir kha ndng &y, nhung thé thi 1€ ra trén cdng
tac phai c6 dau tay cla Inazawa ch(?”

“Pau phai ai cling dung ngdn tay dé gat cong tac. Nhu' moi
ngudi déu biét, cong tac trong ngdi nha dé cé dung mu hay long
ban tay cling van tat mé dugc ma.”

"bung, vay cu cho la Inazawa Idy lam la khi nghe ti€éng nuGc
nén mdi bat dién di, nhung thé thi tai sao tén nhan tinh lai dé nudc
maG?”

“DU tinh todn chu toan nhudng nao thi déi khi con ngudi van
pham phai nhitng sai sot ngé ngan. Coé I&é han mudn che gidu vét
mau nén mdi lam thé chang?”

“Che gidu vét mau? D& lam gi? Han v6n cd dinh phi tang tir thi
hay lam gia hién trudng dau? CIr dé mau Iénh lang khap phong tam
thi cling cé lam sao? Bau va chan tay nan nhan con nguyén & dé thi
cé gi phai lo t6i mau? Pa tim cach tao ra phong kin khéa trai dé
ngan thi thé sm bi phat hién réi ma lai khdng quan tam tGi anh den
hay ti€éng nudc u? Chua k&, dén co thé tat bat & ca trong lan ngoai
nira ch(.”



“Céu Kyosuke a, c( loanh quanh ludn quén thé nay thi ta sé rdi
vao mot vong tuan hoan tiéu cuc mat.” Hisashi bat dau to vé kho
chiu.

“Xin 16i. TU xua toi d3 hay bi ché cudi vi cach ndi chuyén gidng
m&y nha nguy bién & Hy Lap c6 dai r6i.” Kyosuke cudi gugng gao.
“Nhung t6i van con mot thac mac nira. Tai sao hung thd phai ton
cong lay di ca than minh Kinue ma khéng 16t da roc hinh xam nhu &
an mang th(r ba cho nhanh gon? Theo Iap luan cta anh thi han da
nau minh kha lau trong vudn, song trong vudn khong hé cé vét
mau. Hung thi phai x& ly mau trén ngudi Kinue ra sao dé khong luu
lai bat ki dau vét nao nhu vay?”

“Chuyén dd...” Hisashi im bat.

Thay vay, Kyosuke lién Ién tiéng nhu mudn xin 16i, “That ngai
qua, nay gid toi c’ nhu vach 1a tim sau, c6 moi méc sc ha trong lap
ludn cua anh vay. Nhung tat ca cling chi xuat phat tu tinh than cau
thi mang tinh xay dung, pha thém chidt tham lam mudn cung anh
tim cach khdc phuc nhitng khiém khuyét nho con sét lai dé€ hoan
chinh 13p luan tuyét vGi nay, qua do dua chan tudng vu viéc ra anh
sang.”

“Vang, tdi hiéu. Nhung du chiing ta c6 dua ra 1ap ludn hoan hao
cG nao thi rot cudc cling chi la banh vé ma thoi. Tu lau t6i da cam
thay ban than khd long di xa hon roi.”

Bau khong khi bdng am dam thady rd. Trong Hisashi rit thudc
cling chang con gi sang khoai nira.

“Nghe ndi anh tirng vi vu nay v8i mot thé cG tan trong shogi
nhi? Chac anh phai thich shogi lam?”

“T&i mUc tu minh soan thé tran ay chd. Vi nhu day la thé c¢G ma
t6i sang tac sau khi lay cam hing tu cau d6 s6 58 cua Ito Kanju.”
Nhu tim dugc chu dé giai khuay, Hisashi lién I6i tir ngan ban ra mot
cudn vé va dua cho Kyosuke.

“Ra vay, y do rat hay. Pem thi ca b6n quan manh dé théng cap
hai con t6t va dung ching chiéu tuéng. Ngan tudng 4-3, qué ma 4-
3, phi xa 6-2 thang cap, vudng tudng 3-1...” Sau khoang nam phut
quan sat thé cg, Kyosuke bat dau doc vanh vach I3i giai.



Thay vay, Hisashi bat giac nhin cau cham cham vdi vé kinh
ngac, “Cau chaoi shogi lau chua? Giai thé nhanh nhu vay thi han
khong phai tay mo r6i.”

“Thdi di hoc t6i cling thich nghién clru moén nay Iam.”

“Sao0? Cau cd mudn lam mot van vai toi khong?”

“Anh d3 c6 nhd y thi t6i cling san sang thoi a.”

Hai nguGi lap tlic vao tran. Ngay ca ké ngoai dao nhu Kenzo
cling cdm nhan dudc sat khi ngun ngut tran ngap khap ban cd.
Ngon tay Kyosuke run run, ti€ng dat quan cua Hisashi thi nhu vang
vong tGi tan tam kham ca ba.

Hai bén bat dau tir thé€ chdn dau phi xa truyén théng rdi nhanh
chong chuyén qua thé téc chién. Van cg dan di dén chung cudc,
song trong tinh canh ganh dua nhau tung quan tung nudc, Hisashi
lai mao hi€m bd qua con moi trudc mat dé thang cap cho phi xa,
muu tinh mot don phan cong chi mang tu canh phai. Von dugc bao
vé kin k& bdi ba quan kim tudng va ngan tudng, tran dia phong thu
cla Kyosuke chang may choc da bi boc tran, chi con lai vuong tudng
bi c6 1ap. Vong vay cdu giang ra hong bat vuang tudng cla Hisashi
cling dang dan siét chat, nhung tiéc la cham han mot chut.

“Co vé hét dudng rbi nhi.” Kyosuke tha may quan tu binh xubng
ban cd, té y nhan thua.

“Cau manh that. Pay la l[an dau t6i gap doi tha manh thé nay
trong gidi nghiép du day. Néu cau chon thang cap cho giac hanh &
8-2 thay vi 7-3 thi that khong biét thang thua thé nao nira.”

Kyosuke kh& mim cudi roi cti ddu dap 1€, “Bai tudng dau co tu
cach ban ké dung binh. Nhung rat vui vi dugc danh cG véi anh. Co
cau mot van cd han tram nam tri ki ma.”

Clr th&, ba ngudi ti€p tuc tdn gau thém doé ba muaci phut thi
Kyosuke chgt héi, “"Anh Hisashi c6 vé tranh a?”

“Sao cau lai héi thé?”

“Tai t6i thay & gdéc vudn cé th(r gi trong nhu xudng vé.”

“A, chu trudc ctia ngdi nha nay von 13 hoa si... Toi da stra lai va
bién nod thanh phong thi nghiém hda hoc.”



“Phai roi, anh hoc héa ’ng dung ra ma nhi. Khéng biét anh
dang nghién c(tu dé tai gi, lic nao cd thé chi t6i xem dudc khong?”

"Dgt truGc toi tap tanh san xuat axit amin va glucose, song
cling chi mong ki€m dugc chat tién sdng qua ngay ch chang thu
dugc thanh qua gi dang dé dem khoe khoang dau.”

Nghe vay, Kyosuke cling khong go ép. Mot Iuc sau cau cung
Kenzo diing Ién noi IGi cao biét, “Rat cam an anh vi ngay hdm nay.
Mong anh khong phién néu vai hdm nira toi lai ghé qua.”

“CU ty nhién, toi ludn san sang dén ti€p.” Hisashi than thién
dap.

Budc gilra dudng phd dau dong, Kyosuke cr cam hai tay trong
tdi do choang ma cdm cui budc, mat nhin chdm cham dudi chan nhu
dang deo dud6i mot hinh béng khong thubc vé nhan gian nay.

_ Kenzo c6 kiém ché, song dén gan ga Ogikubo thi mat hét kién
nhan, “Cau da biét hung thu la ké nao chua?”

Kyosuke kh& ngang mét Ién rdi déng dac tra I5i, “Roi. Toi sé tdi
s@ canh sat vao 1 gid chiéu mai va néu ra cai tén dé ¢ phong anh
Eiichiro. HOm nay xin phép anh & day nhé.” Cau ndi roi quay ngugc
lai dudng cd.



Nudc cd hoan my

Trua hom sau, trudc gid hen, Kenzo tdi van phong Eiichiro 6 sé
canh sat dé dai Kyosuke. Chirng kién cu ban than chi trong vén ven
hai ngay da lam sang td bi an phong kin, nhin thdu bi mat déng sau
hanh vi cla ti€n si Hayakawa, phan bac lai gia thuyét tudng chung
hoan hao cuia Hisashi... thir hdi lam sao Kenzo chang tin nhu diéu do
rang vu an nay sap dugc pha giai, nhat Ia khi nghe Kyosuke hen 1
gid chiéu nay sé néu dich danh hung thu.

Tuy nhién, trudng phong diéu tra Matsushita Eiichiro khong tin
tudng dugc nhu vay, “Mai chua dén nhi! Chac khong cé chuyén lan
nay tdi lugt cdu Kyosuke gdp phai bat trac gi ch(?”

“Ti€c la cau ay khong xam minh, nén cd giét thi hung tha cling
chang thé 16t da I&y hinh x&m dugc.”

“Chu lai Ién can hung tram cam a? Ma anh nghi [an nay cau
Kyosuke cling mét day.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Gia thuyét cua Mogami Hisashi hét suc thuyét phuc, vuot troi
moi kha nang tirng dugc ban dén & s canh sat nay. Anh cho rang
cau Kyosuke khé long dua ra dudc gia thuyét nao tot han, nén dang
phai nhoc ndo nghi cach gilt thé dién &y ma.”

“Cé nhé dau thé!”

“Mudn Iap cong hay bao vé lap luan thi tuy, cai bon anh can chi
la chiing c(r... Chang biét liéu cdu Kyosuke c6 dua ra dugc chirng clr



nao mang tinh quyét dinh khong day " Ngoa| miéng cudi dua nhu
thudng, song Eiichiro khdng sao gidu ndi ndi bdn chdn trong 16ng.

bung 1 gid chiéy, Kyosuke xuat hién. Khong hiéu tai sao tréng
cau hém nay xanh xao han han. Ve ngoai lich thi€p thudng ngay
bong nhu bi€n mat, thay vao dé la mai toc roi bu, d6i mat van mau
va bd quan ao xoc xéch.

“Cau vat va roéi. Mdgi ng6i.”

bich than Eiichiro kéo ghé gilp, Kyosuke bubng minh ngoi
xubng roi nham mat hit mot hoi that sau.

“Hinh nhu cau da tim ra tha pham?”

\\Véng."

“Rot cude la ké nao?”

“Chac cac anh sé khd ma tin dudc...” Kyosuke m& mat, lan luct
nhin hai anh em Matsushita roi tuyén b6 sdc lanh. “La Mogami
Hisashi.”

Nhu bi sét danh ngang tai, Eiichiro ngay ngugi khong néi nén IGi
trong giay lat. Nét khinh khi va thuang hai dan hién Ién mat anh.

“Cau Kamizu Kyosuke.” Tdi khi md IGi, giong Eiichiro nghe cling
quan liéu han han. “T6i rat kham phuc tri éc cla cau, nhung chinh vi
thé ma t6i cang ti€c nudbi khi thdy cau di dén mot két luan sai [am
nhu vay. Kinue chac chan con s6ng cho tdi 9 gig t6i hom do, trong
khi tUr khoang ay cho tdi 9 gid sang hom sau Hisashi bi tam gilr &
don canh sat. Chang I€ cau quén mat tinh tiét nay roi sao? Hay cau
dinh bi€n canh sat ching t6i thanh tro hé?”

“Khdng, suy luan cua toi tuyét ddi khdng thé sai dugc.” Kyosuke
lanh lting khang dinh.

“Vay mong cau dua ra mot chirng cr thuyét phuc pha v bang
chi’ng ngoai pham cua Hisashi. Bugc thé thi t6i dam bao la sé tu tay
dua hdn dén doan dau dai.” Eiichiro cling khong chiu nhugng bd.

“Vang, khong van dé gi. Pau tién nhd anh triéu tap Kawabata
Kyoko cuia tiém Au phuc Mona Lisa & Ginza t&i day di.”

“Cau Kyosuke, toi xin nhac cho cau nhd la Mogami Hisashi chi &
cung Kawabata Kyoko tUr 3 gid chiéu dén 8 gid toi thoi. Du pha v



dudc bang chirng ngoai pham trong khoang thdi gian dy thi ciing
chang c6 cd s3 gi dé két tdi ngudi ta dau.” Eiichiro cd tinh nhan
manh.

“T6i bi€t, nhung anh c goi co ay tGi day di da.”

Nao nung trudc vé tu tin clua Kyosuke, Eiichiro danh bam
chudng goi cap dudi. “Cau Ishikawa, phién cau dén tiém Mona Lisa
6 Ginza mdi Kawabata Kyoko vé day cho t6i.” Ra lénh xong, anh
xoay ghé€ lai va ti€p tuc nhin thdng vao Kyosuke. “T6i cho ngudi di
don r6i ddy, nhung chac cling phai dgi mot 1Gc nén mong cau tranh
tha trinh bay ly do cdu qua quyét rang Hisashi la hung thu dugc
khong?”

“Pudc thdi. Tdi k€ ngay day. Toi vén da nghi ngd khi thay
chirng cr ngoai pham cla Hisashi qua hoan hao du ban than han cé
thira déng co dé géy an. Nhu anh vira ndi, that khé cd bang ching
ngoai pham nao virng chac hon viéc bi canh sat tam gilf vao thdi
di€ém xay ra an mang. Cling nhd Iy do tuong tu’ ma Usui Ryokichi d&
dugc loai khoi vong nghi van trong vu thr ba. Ba an mang nay ro
rang la do cung mét ké gay ra, nén nghiém nhién Usui cling khong
thé 1a thi pham & vu th& nhat. Nhung phai ndi vai trd ma hdn ndm
gilr xuyén sudbt trong moi chuyén la kha quan trong.

“Th& nhat, chinh han da phat hién ra su ton tai cta c6 gai giong
Kinue nhu duic & Yurakucho. Tén cd ta von khdong quan trong, bdi
ngudi lam nghé day c6 may khi dung tén that dau. Ta khong ndm
dugc dir kién nao vé hinh xam cuia cb &y, song cb thé khang dinh dé
chdc chan khdng phai Kinue. Suy ra, khong khd dé lién tudng tdi
Tamae, c6 em gai nha Nomura von van mat tich sau ngay Hiroshima
bi ném bom nguyén tr. Kha nang c6 ay con s6ng mang y nghia rat
hé trong trong vu an nay.

“Th( hai, 1Gi khai cia Usui da gdp phan lam sang té hanh vi cla
Inazawa vao dém hém do. Gilta han va Inazawa hoan toan khong c6
mau thuan Igi ich, nén co thé coi I6i khai ciia Usui vé viéc Inazawa
tay khong chay ra khdi nha Kinue la tuang d6i dang tin cay. Khong
nhitng vay, IGi khai cla hai ké ndy con bd sung cho nhau va gilp
chung ta c6 dugc mot cai nhin da chiéu hon vé chan tudng vu viéc.



Tiép theo la Inazawa. VUra gap g3, toi da nhan ra day la mot tay dau
éc dan gian, thiéu tri tudng tugng. Di nhién khdng thé loai trir kha
nang ga mac chiing da nhan cach nhu trong tiéu thuyét Bac si Jekyll
va 6ng Hyde, nhung tam thdgi chua ban dén truGng hgp hiém gadp ay
vOi. M3y ai thi€u suy nghi téi mirc ram rap tin IGi Kinue ma tdi lubn
trong dém, bo quén boc dd cd théu tén dé sdng hdm sau phai hét
hai dén 13y, chua k& lam diu tay nhoe nhoét khdp ndi nhu thé. Toi
khdng cho rang ga du kha nang nghi ra manh khée cong phu nhu
an mang phong kin. D& gy ra mét tdi c tinh vi nhutng &y, Inazawa
han phai [a mot ca da nhan cach xuat chidng, ¢ tinh ndp sau I3p vo
boc ngu don ma tac oai tdc qudi. Nhung k& ca thé thi ddng co cla
ga cling rat yéu. V4i ca tinh ra ga chi & trong nha Kinue clng lam |a
mot ti€éng dong ho, lai cé bang chirng ngoai pham xac dang trong
khoang thdi gian trudc do. Nhan dinh cla toi dudc cung c6 thém khi
nhin cach ga phan ng vdi tro ca ngua vao cudi cudoc gap hém no.
Khong phai t6i ché ca ngua la tha vui ha cap hay gi, nhung mot ké
c6 mau thang thua nhu hung tha s€ khong chon choi mét moén chiu
nhiéu tac dong tUr yéu t6 ngoai canh, thi€u dat phat huy toi da kha
nang ndi tai cta minh nhu thé. Vi vay, toi da loai Inazawa ra khéi
dién tinh nghi.”

“Vé Usui va Inazawa thi tdi tdn ddng quan diém cuta cu. Tién si
Hayakawa thi sao?”

O tu cach ddi tugng tinh nghi, ding 13 tién si da va dang phai
d6i mét vdi khong it tinh tiét bat Igi. Hisashi da tdn dung di€ém nay
hong quy ti cho thay ay. O an mang th& nhat, than minh véi hinh
xam cla nan nhan da khong canh ma bay. TGi an mang thd ba,
phan da cd hinh xdm cda nan nhan lai bi I6t mat. Nhin sc qua han
s€ thay day la vu viéc dugc gay ra bdi mot ké cuong hinh xam, ma
co tim khap dat Nhat cling dugc may ai sé hitu chap niém vdi khoan
nay I6n hon tién si Hayakawa ch(r. Nhung can phai hi€u rang thay
von mang trong minh moét rao can tam ly khd long vuct qua néu
mudn gay an.”

Nhu bi cubn theo dong 1ap luan diém tinh mach lac cua
Kyosuke, hai anh em Matsushita bat giac gat gu.



“Nhiét huyét ma thay danh cho céng cudc nghién ciru va suu
tap hinh xam thuc su’ la dang kinh ngac, song van chua dat t&i mic
bét chdp tat cd dé gdy ra tdi 4c. Ddy ciing la sai Idm cd ban cua
Hisashi. Mot hoc gia da qua t tuan, cd trong tay ca cong danh lan
tién tai ma lai di gi€t ngudi vi ham mudn vat chat va nhuc duc thi
that vo ly. Di nhién ham mudn cua thay doi vdi hinh xam that khé
can do dong dém bang thudng thirc. Néu bat gép mot thi thé x8m
hinh, khong loai trir kha ndng tién si sé€ Ién 1ay hinh xam mang Vé.
Pay chinh la y tudng dong vai tro nén tang cho gia thuyét cla
Hisashi. Tdi khi chuén bj tin hanh vu th{ ba, hdn lai nghi 1a tién si
s& giét ngudi dé€ tu vé khi bi bat thop uy hiép. Nghe qua cling kha
hdp ly, nhung trong 13p luan nay von ton tai mot sy’ ngdé nhan I6n vé
madt tam ly. Tai sao mét ngu’dl lai phai vién dén thu doan phi phap
trong khi cé san dic quyén du dé thuc hién muc dich mong muon
mot cach dudng dudng chinh chinh? Gidng ching ta thoéi, néu cong
khai mua ban vat pham can thiét dugc thi ai tim dén chg den Iam gi.
It nhat trong nganh y ching t6i, dac quyén thu thap hinh xam cua
tién si Hayakawa von la pham tru da dugc xac 1ap tir 1au. Cho nén,
mot ngudi trudc nay du diéu kién lam giau bd suu tap hinh xam cua
minh mdt cach cdng khai va hgp phap, viéc gi phai mao hiém ca
phan ddi con lai chi dé€ suu tdm thém moét mang da?”

“Dau han la khdng thé. Timng ¢ mét gido su khdo c6 hoc Iirng
danh cap tu liéu thudc hang bau vat quéc gia ma.”

“Hisashi han ciing da tham chi€u cac an I tuong tu. Nhung
trong trudng hgp thay Hayakawa, ban tinh trdi sinh sé khong cho
phép thay lam vay. Tién si ndi ti€éng la doc miéng va hay canh khée
su ddi, song, gidbng vai cdu khdu xa tdm Phat, chinh nhiing ngudi
nhu thé bén trong lai thudng 6n nhu chinh truc. Bao nhiéu ta niém
déu dugc phat tiét hét qua IGi 1€ thudng ngay roi thi ldy dau ra ma
tich tu lai trong long dé r6i thoi thiic ngudi ta pham toi chl. Chan Iy
nay da dudc chdinhg minh qua rat nhiéu trudng hdp thuc tién, va dé
ki€m chirng thi hdm trudce tdi mdi ti€n si choi mot van ¢S vay, cd tinh
tao ra cuc dién cd Igi cho ban than dé xem cach thay phan ing. Khi
rdi vao thé bat Igi trong may moén cG vay hay shogi, phan Ung cua
con ngudi ta thudng chia lam hai. Mot la chuyén tam phong ngu va



cd sirc deo bam, chd dgi s hd cia ddi tha d& phan cdng. Hai la tu
minh chuyén sang thé tan cong vdi tinh than dugc an ca ngd vé
khdng, day cuc dién trdn ddu vao hon loan, tir d6 gianh giat &y
chién thang trong gang tac. Ngudi co ly tri s€ chon cach th(r nhat,
con k& mau thang thua lai thich cach th(r hai. Trong van cG vdi toi,
tién si da lua chon kién nhan khang cu’ va c6 nhitng nudc di vo cung
bai ban, khong hé néng voi du biét minh dang & thé bat Igi. Budc
vao chung cudc, toi da cd tinh dé& 16 mot vai sd hd ma nguGi c6 mau
ganh dua chdc chan sé chang bo qua, song van khéng du dugc thay.
RO rang doi vdi ti€n si chuyén thang thua chi la phu, con quan trong
nh&t 1a danh mot van cd that dep dé khoi phai hd then du cd ai nhin
vao. ROt cudc, tran dau két thac véi két qua la toi chi han thay von
ven hai muc, néu tién si chdp nhan rdi ro dé€ choc vao s hd ma toi
c6 tinh tao ra thi du ai thang di nifa, cach biét han da I6n hon rat
nhiéu. Vao thdi diém &y, toi 1ap tic dua thay ra khdi dién tinh nghi.”

Nghe dén day, Eiichiro ngd vuc dat cau hoi, “Cau ndi co ly,
nhung thé thi tai sao tién si lai léen mang may manh phim kinh rGi
khoi hién trudng? Bon thuan la do noi cubng si véi hinh xam thoi
0"

“Theo suy ludn cua tdi thi co 18 con ly do khac nifa. Chac han
ti€n si da nhan ra la tdm phim kinh &n chlra mét bi méat trong dai co
thé gillp pha gidi vu an nhanh chdéng, nén mdi dinh mang né vé dé
ki€m chiing suy nghi clia minh. Khdng thi ¢ sao théy lai bat ra may
tU nhu *hinh hoc phi Euclid” dugc chi? Anh Eiichiro da pham mot sai
lam hét stic dang ti€c. Gid anh cr dé tién si tu do hanh ddng thi cd
|é thay da giai quyét xong moi chuyén tu hai thang trudc réi chlr
chang can dgi toi dau. Chi it thi ti€n si cling co thé ngan chdn an
mang th ba néu mudn... Pay cling la ly do thay Ién giau tam phim
du da chi cho anh Kenzo thay.”

“Vay tai sao tién si khong c6 chrng minh la minh ngoai pham?”

“Pay chinh la diém yéu cd hitu cta tién si. Néu dua ra bang
chiring ngoai pham, thay sé lap tic dudc coi la vb can. Song tai sao
tién si nhat quyét khong lam vay? Nhiéu kha nang ly do nam & phan
tinh cach d3 dugc thé hién trén ban cd clda thay. Theo phan doan
clia t6i thi t6i do tién si d3 tdi moét noi khdng thé cho canh sat biét



dudc. Di nhién khoé long nghi rang ti€n si dén song bac hay tham gia
td chirc bi mét nao, con néu di gdp nhan tinh thi thay chi cidn nho
chiing ta gidu ba vg la dugc thdi ma. Xét tong thé tir tinh cach va s
thich cua tién si thi tdi xin doan la t8i d6 thay d3 tdi cho thg xam dé
muc s& thi qua trinh hanh nghé cla ngudi ta. Trong thdi budi hién
phap mdi chua dudc ban hanh va IEnh cdm xam minh con hiéu luc,
viéc tiét 16 thong tin vé thg xam kia sé boi tro trat trdu I1én danh du
va uy tin, tham chi con de doa chan ddng con dudng nghién ciu
hinh xam cua tién si. Pdng trudc tinh thé tién thodi IuGng nan, tién
si da chon cach im Iang. Co I€ thay nghi minh vo can thi dau co gi
phai lo, cr dgi chan tudng phai bay thi moi nghi ngé khac dugc hoa
giai. Cung 1dm co bi dua ra toa thi tién si con giai phap cudi cung la
khai ra su that, khi &y han ngudi thg xam kia cling sé thong cam
théi. Thé nén thady mdi mao hiém gilt im 18ng d&n cung nhu mot
ngudi dan éng, nhung khdng may viéc nay lai gép phan day cdng
cudc diéu tra vao b€ tdc. Dang ngac nhién hon, tat cd déu nam
trong tinh toan cua Hisashi.”

Sau mot hoi ti mi boc gb ting 18p vo boc bao quanh chan tudng
vu an, Kyosuke bat dau di vao trong tam van de.

“Gig chi sét lai m6t nghi pham cubi cung. Néu Hisashi khong
phai hung thu thi coi nhu’ moi 1ap luén cda téi trudc giG déu dé sdng
do bé. Va ta sé phai dua ra két luan 1a hung thi khéng ndm trong sd
b&n nghi pham nay rdi lam lai tir dau. Chac anh Kenzo cling ké rdj,
trong cudc gap hdom qua, Hisashi da thach thirc t6i bang cach dua ra
mot gia thuyét dang kinh ngac vé vu an. Thoat nhin thi Iap luan cua
han v6 cung hoan hao, song truc giac lai mach bao tbi rang gia
thuyét dy gibng mot dang kich ban han. Kich ban cho tdi ac ma han
da don hét tam huyét dé hoan thién. Bong thdi Ia con at chi bai ma
Hisashi da phai c¢6 gdng nhan nhin dé tim thdi co tung ra. Khi toi
dén hadi chuyén, chdc hdn md cd trong bung ciing nén. Mot nudc di
tot, nhung ti€c la gap nham doéi tha... Néu khong phai t6i thi moi
chuyén han da khac.”

Kyosuke nhéch mép nhu to vé thuong hai moét dich thu vo hinh,
roi diém nhién ti€p tuc.



“Takezo vi tinh ma giét Kinue roi bé tron. Tién si Hayakawa cua
xac 18y hinh xam, bai tri phong kin dé gidu déu va than nan nhén.
Tsunetaro phat hién bi mat va de doa tién si, d&€ roi bji giét va Iot
da... Day la b khung culia gia thuyét ma Hisashi dua ra. Han hi vong
va tin rdng qua trinh diéu tra s& tién trién theo hudng nay. Qua that,
sau khong it [an lung lay, nhithg nguGi dé ra phuong cham diéu tra
da danh mat su tu tin can c6 va dan di vao quy dao nhu Hisashi
mong muon. Von chi can nau minh sau bang ching ngoai pham
virng chai kia ma quan sat tinh hinh, song Hisashi lai muén quy hét
trdch nhiém cho anh trai va tién si Hayakawa dé tin hudng triét dé
lgi ich thu dudc tir ti ac da gay ra. C6 Ié bang cach nao d6 hdn da
nam dugc viéc ti€n si moi t6i déu di ra ngoai dén mudn méi vé va
doéan rang kiéu gi thay cling tat qua cho méy tay thg xam thdi. Ping
nhu dy doan cta Hisashi, tién si khéng thé dua ra béng chiing ngoai
pham. Hai vu dau tién dién ra gan khdp vdi ké hoach cua Hisashi,
song han cling chang phai than thanh phuong nao dé ma bao quét
dugc viéc Usui Ryokichi cd mat tai hién trudng vao téi d6. Ngudc lai,
su hién dién cla Inazawa chdc chan da nam trong tinh toan cua
Hisashi. Th& nén hdn mdi cd tinh bat dén phong tdm dé& dan du
Inazawa phat hién ra thi thé. Hisashi thira hi€u l1a mét ké vung trdm
dén nha nhan tinh ctia sép minh trong dém sé khong dam bdo canh
sat ma chi biét bé chay khoi hién truGng, tham chi con cé kha nang
gay ra nhitng hanh vi ki quai lam rdi loan cong cudc diéu tra nira.
Cau dugc udc thay, subt tu t6i dé dén sang hém sau, Inazawa hoan
thanh vai dien cia minh mot cach xuat than, vugt xa mong dgi cua
tac gia kich ban va chi dao dién xuat la Hisashi. Tuy nhién, han van
bd sét mot chi tiét trd tréu. NhG su xuat hién cldia Usui, ban than ca
ngoi nha da hdéa thanh mét phong kin kh6ng 16 trong khoang tu 9
dén 12 gid toi, gian tlep ching minh sy v6 can cua tién si. Nerng
chi vay thi chu’a dl dé pha v& toan tinh cla Hisashi. H3n van cd thé
an tam chd dgi moi viéc khép lai néu s6 ménh xoay van khong diém
nhién dat 1én ban cd mot quan chot khong ai ngd téi...”

“La Jiraiya?”

“Vang. Han Hisashi ciing khong khoi kinh ngac khi bi Tsunetaro
kham pha ra bi mat cudi cung va don ép dén chan tudng. Tuy nhién,



tinh thé khdng cho phép han chan chir. Chi ba ngay nira la tat ca bai
16. Khdng con thdi gian dé 1én k& hoach cho chu toan, hdn danh ha
quyét tam thuc hién moét bién phap bit miéng day gudng ép la du
Tsunetaro ti gdp dé ha sat, 16t da rdi cr thé vt bura thi thé ¢ dau
dd. Di nhién Hisashi chang quan tdm gi tGi hinh xam cua Tsunetaro,
song Vi can che giau muc dich thuc su cua viéc 1ay di than minh nan
nhan trong an mang dau tién, han da quyét dinh di thém mot nudc
cd day tinh vi la 10t da Tsunetaro, tao nén an tugng an mang lién
hoan la vi hinh xam va don moi nghi ngéd vé hudng tién si
Hayakawa. Cung nhin lai ch(fng c(f ngoai pham cua Hisashi & vu th(r
ba nhé. Tinh ca thdi gian ma han khai la xem phim & rap thi Hisashi
co tong cdng ba tiéng hanh tung khdng rd rang. N&u han dung xe
hai lam phuang tién di chuyén thi cing 18m chi t6n hai tiéng dé di di
vé V&, thura sirc gay an. Hinh nhu canh sat da tinh toan thdi gian di
chuyén dua vao gia thuyét sai [am la Hisashi di tdu nén mdi cho
rang han v6 can. Thudng thi it ai bd qua chi tiét nay, song ching cir
ngoai pham qua doi hoan hao cua Hisashi ¢ an mang thd nhat da
khi€n cac anh bi che mat va rci vao trang thai chi quan duy y chi
mat roi.

“Di nhién chi v&i nhitng ly do nay thi chua thé két tbi Hisashi,
nhung da thay le 16i ké hd trong chifng c ngoai pham tudng ching
v0 cling vitng chdi cia hédn. Xin hdy nhd ki diém nay. Trong cudc gap
hém qua, t6i da chi ra d6i ba mau thuan trong lap luan cua Hisashi
d€ xem han phan (’ng thé nao. Trudc nhithg mau thuan nhan tién
nhu cdy cua, dién nudc phong tdm va cach thdc van chuyén thén
minh nan nhan, Hisashi da to ra ling ting. Han cd 1&p liém cho qua
chuyén, song tir dau chi cudi van mét muc khang dinh vu viéc nay |a
do anh minh va m6t ngudi s@ hitu tri 6c siéu pham cung chap niém
dién cubng vdi hinh xam gay ra. Cé khac nao ndi tién si Hayakawa
chinh la hung thu dau.

“Sau do, t6i da kich thich mau thang thua cua Hisasahi va cling
han chai moét van shogi. Khdng phai khoe khoang gi, nhung ké cé
chiing chi tam dang* nhu t6i chdang may khi gap kho khan trude dan
nghiép du dau. Lan nay vat va Iam mdi tao dugc mot thé tran thuan
Igi, dé€n nlra cudi thi toi da hoan toan ap dao trén moi mat tran. Tuy



nhién, Hisashi qua la mét tay cd mau thang thua bam sinh, hdi tu du
ca tri 6c lan do gan gdéc va tinh liéu linh. Vtra thay tran dia cta toi co
chit s6 hd, hdn lién di mét nudc phan céng theo kiéu dugc an ca
ngd vé khdng. Di nhién Hisashi cling khéng ddm chic Ia minh cd thé
16i ngugc dong, song chinh tinh than quyét chién cia han da khién
tdi nao ning va pham phai sai [Am. T6i thua, nhung dai lai, t6i da
doc dudc & Hisashi nhitng ddc diém vé tinh cach va tdm ly trung
khdp vdi hinh tugng hung thd. Tdi day thi toi da tin chac Hisashi
chinh la ké ddng sau moi chuyén.”

_ “Lap luan cda cau qua la khién ngudi ta phai tram tr6, nhung toi
van phai mao mudi nghi ngd rang tat ca déu chi la ly thuyét sudng.
Chuing t6i khdng thé dé nghi khai t6 mdt ngudi chi vdi ly do han da
thang cau mot van shogi.” Sau mét hoi 1dang im nghe Kyosuke trinh
bay, Eiichiro khéng gidu ndi vé cam phuc. Tuy nhién, dia vi trudng
phong diéu tra khong cho phép anh tin cau mét cach vo diéu kién.

“Anh noi phai. Thé nén t6i mdi mudn goi Kawabata Kyoko tGi
day. NhG cac anh tham van c6 ta that ki vé hanh tung cla Hisashi
trong quang thdi gian tu 3 gid chiéu dén 8 giG tbi, cling nhu pha 1é
cho phép toi dat thém doi ba cau hoi dugc khong?”

“Pudc, nhung tai sao cau lai coi trong van dé nay thé&?”

“Ngoai nam ti€éng dong ho ay, moi hanh tung khac ctia Hisashi
déu cd it nhat hai ngudi xac thuc dudgc, nén khéng thé loai trir kha
nang Kyoko ndi dGi vi tinh lang. Hisashi thira sic sat hai Takezo
trong nam ti€ng dong ho.” Kyosuke noi bang giong danh thép, tung
don cong kich sac bén dau tién vao bang chirng ngoai pham cua
Hisashi.

Ngay sau d6, Ishikawa budc vao thi tham véi Eiichiro. Nghe
xong, Eiichiro voi gat dau. “Bua c6 ta vao di.”

Thé la Kawabata Kyoko, c6 gai nam giif chia khoa vu an da 10
dién. Co tré hon ho tudng, co I€é con chua dén ba mudi, xinh dep,
manh khanh, gay an tugng la ngudi manh mé va ly tri.

“C6 Kawabata Kyoko phai khong nhi? Ba lam phién lic c6 ban
ron. Mdi c6 ngoi.”



Kyoko cui dau dap I€ roi yén vi  ghé di dién Eiichiro, C6 van
bo vay thdi thugng mau lam sam, nguc cai mot vién hong ngoc Iap
lanh.

"CO quen 0ng Mogami Hisashi chi?” Sau vai cau hoi thu tuc,
Eiichiro bat dau di thang vao van deé.

“Vang, chung toi la ban.”

“Chi la ban thuan tay thoéi sao?”

“Vang.” Kyoko c6 vé khd chiu, song van cd tra I6i bang giong
diém nhién.

“"C6 da cung 6ng Mogami Hisashi t&i rap Togeki vao ngay 27
thang Tam nhi? Chlng toi mudn xac nhan lai nhitng gi da xay ra
ngay hom do.”

“Thé a? Trudc toi cling noi r6i, hém do téi co hen véi anh
Hisashi di xem suat dién cudi ngay & rap Togeki. Vi ngai ngudi &
tiém dam ti€u nén ching t6i thdng nhat la gdp nhau & rap. Toi rdi
tiém vao khoang 2 gig 30 phut, dén ndi ding dgi mot chat, tam 3
gid trong thay anh Hisashi tir hudng Ginza di bo tdi. Khong mudn
ngudi quen bat gdp nén ching tbi c thé vao rap ludn. V3 kich bat
dau tir 3 gio 30 phdt va ha man lac 7 gio 30 phdt, su6t khoang thai
gian d6 chung toi déu ngdi canh nhau. Sau khi rgi rap, anh Hisashi
tién toi tdi ga Yurakucho dé tdi bt tau vé nha & Meguro. Chiing toi
chia tay luc gan 8 giG.”

“Hai ngudi khong ghé vao dau uéng nudc trudc khi vé a?”

“Anh Hisashi co ri, nhung toi tur chdéi vi bung da hom ay khong
tot...”

“Hai ngudi cling khong an toi a?”

“Toi cd chuln bj s8n banh mi kep va hdng tra dé dung trong Idc
xem kich r6i a.”

“Tdc la hai nguGi khdng hé ghé qua nha an hay quay tap hda
trong rap?”

“Vang.”

“Hai nguGi ngbi & vi tri nao?”



“T6i nhé la lan trudc da dua vé cho cac anh xem roi ma?”

“A, céi nay phai khdong? Vay 1a hai gh& canh nhau & hang T,
ngay bén phai I6i di gilra rap nhi?”

“Vang.”

“Hai ngudi co6 gap ngudi quen nao trong rap khong?”

“Khong.”

“Budi dién hdm d6 c6 gi khac thudng khdng? Vi nhu' co dién
vién nao do bénh nén phai doi ngudi, hay ai day nga roi lam thung
mot 10 trén sdu khau chang han?”

“Téi khéng dé€ y 1dm, nhung hinh nhu cudi man hai co xay ra
mot vu nhay [au tu t&r lam ndo dong ca rap, khi€n man ba phai bat
dau mudn han du kién.”

"Vay a. Hom dé c6 an mac thé nao?”

“Vay lién mau xanh 1a anh ngii séc, phdi vong cd ngoc trai.”

“Hisashi thi sao?”

“Vest trang khong ca vat cing mi phdt va giay cling mau
trdng.”

Eiichiro ngudc 1én nhin Kyosuke nhu mu6n ra hiéu la minh da
hoi xong nhirng cau théng thudng, con lai la phan cua cau.

“Trudng phong ra day, tdi nhS chit.” Kyosuke ditng day roi vay
Eiichiro ra géc phong, thi tham vao tai anh.

Pap lai, Eiichiro chi 1&ng 18ng gt d&u. Vira quay lai chd ngdi,
anh lién thang thirng phu dau.

“Xem ra c6 da néi doi kha nhiéu. Ngudi nay la mot tham tur tu
cé tiéng va cling c6 mat & rap Togeki hom do, ng‘éi, G hang W, chi
sau cd vai hang. Theo IGi khai clia cau ay thi su6t budi dién co6 chi co
mot minh ma thoi.”

M3t Kyoko bong tai mét di, Kyosuke 1ap tic chdp thdi cd ma 15i.

“Cé |é c6 khdong nhan ra toi, nhung lam nghé nay nén toi nhé
rat ro mat nhifrng ngudi ting gdp. Thé c6 ngdi G ghé sat 16i di hay
ghé€ con lai?”

“Ghé sat 16i di la cia anh Hisashi, con toi...”



"C6 ndi ddi ciing v ich thoi. Theo tdi nhd thi c6 ngdi 6 ghé sat
16i di, con ghé kia dé tréng sudt budi dién.” Kyosuke lanh IUng cat
ngang. “Khong chi t6i ma nhan vién rap cling néi nhu vay... Khong
hi€u sao canh sét lai bat cin téi mic bo sét chi tiét nay nira...”

M6i Kyoko khé map may, song c6 khong sao thét nén Idi.

“V& trang phuc ctia Hisashi thi tdi tam tin, bgi dau sao c6 ciing
la dan chuyén nghiép nén han rat dé y ti bé ngoai cia ngudi khac.
Nhung thé thi la that dady. T6i d6 Hisashi vudng vao mét vu du da
nén bj tam gill & don canh sat, theo bdo cdo khdm nghiém than thé
thi Hisashi di giay den ma nhi? Chang I€ thay giay gitia dudng u?”

A\Y n

“R6 rang c6 dang noi doi hong dung bang chirng ngoai pham
cho Hisashi. Chac hdn nhd cd ha? Tiéc la khong qua mét dugc toi
dau.”

“Khong, t6i khong ndi doi! Tat ca déu la su that!”

Kyoko cd stfic gao Ién, song chi nhan lai nu cudi lanh tanh cua
Kyosuke.

“CO6 bi Hisashi Ita r6i. Hay c6 chua biét anh ta la mét ga Don
Juan nuc tiéng, da dem chuyén cudi xin ra dé giang bay bao nhiéu
dan ba con gai. TU tiéu thu quy toc cho tGi géa phu giau cd, tham
chi c@ may a@ xam minh... Pém sd so cling vuot xa con s6 mudi, hai
mudi ngudi r6i.”

Nhifng giot I€ rin ra tir khde mat Kyoko. C6 khé rung minh nhu
mot con meo roi guc mat xudng ban, 0a khoc ndc nd.

DG6i theo mai toc den é6ng dang dung dua gilra bao t6 cam xuc
kia, anh mat Kyosuke van binh tinh dén lanh lung. "HOmM nay dén
day thoi. Co cé thé vé. Mong co dém nay nghi ngdi va suy nghi that
ki, 1 gid chiéu mai quay lai day. Chung t6i rat thong cam vaéi hoan
canh cua c6. Néu cb6 nhan thic dudc sai [am ctia minh va nodi ra sy
that thi sé khong ai lam kho c6 dau. Xin hdy can nhac cho thau dao.”

Nhu dugc cru roi vi I8i an Ui cia Kyosuke, Kyoko gat nudc mét
di’ng day, lang I cui dau roi ra khdi phong.



“Cau Kyosuke, sao cau lai ding & day? Thém chut nira théi la
da vach tran dudc muu do lam gid bang chirng ngoai pham cua
Hisashi roi con gi?” Eiichiro nhin thang vao Kyosuke vdi vé thac mac.

“Xem ra anh dang nga dan theo gia thuyét cia toi roi nhi...
Nhung cb ta chi 1a con m6i dé€ du ran khéi hang, mot céng cu bj ca
hai phia Igi dung ma thoi. C6 dao sau han cling chi hoai cong vo ich.
C&r dé€ Hisashi danh hai dugc la bang chirng ngoai pham ctia minh
da bat dau lung lay thi moi chuyén sé giai quyét chong vanh haon
nhiéu. T6i dang nong 1ong chG xem han chinh don thé trén va tung
ra nudc cG phan cong thé nao day. Cé 1é ngay toi nay thodi, Hisashi
s€ chdi canh bac chét va tu dao hé chon minh, khép lai man kich
trai ngang nay bang mot cai két cd hau.” Kyosuke tu tin tuyén ba.
Mot khi d& nam dugc thé& chi dong, nhitng nudc cd don ép doi
phucng vao thé bi trudc nay van ludn la sd truGng cla cau.

Va ddng nhu ciu ndi, m3c du van con mot s6 bi &n chua sdng
td, nhung an mang hinh xam cling da bat dau dat mot chan vao hoi
ha man kinh hai.



Tu tinh trudc cira dia nguc

Sau khi Kyoko rG@i di, Kyosuke nhd Eiichiro cho nguGi theo doi
c6, dong thai bo tri canh sat mai phuc quanh nha Hisashi.

“Kyoko s€ lap tuc tim cach lién lac v@i Hisashi, nhiéu kha nang
la dén thang nha hdn. Hay chuén bi cho trudng hgp xdu nhat.” Gitra
lic nudc sGi Ira bong, Kyosuke van chi y dén tirng chi tiét nhd nhat
va diéu phdi moi viéc mot cach hét suc can trong.

“Cau Kyosuke nay, nhan td X ma cau tirng nhac tdi chac khong
phai Kawabata Kyoko dau nhi?” Eiichiro md I6i sau mo6t hoi dam
chiéu suy nghi.

“Di nhién la khong r6i. CO ta cung lam chi la Y hay Z théi. TOi
ngd rang Kyoko ciling chang biét gi nhiéu vé bi mat c6t 16i clia vu an
nay dau.”

“Ldc cau truy ctru cd ta, da may lan toi dinh [dy van tay xem thé
nao roi day.”

“Anh lam thé chi t6 phi c6ng thdi. Khéng lam gi ¢ chuyén cd ta
tirng dén hién trudng ca.”

"Vay thi X chinh la ké da du Tsunetaro ra ngoai, va cling la chu
nhan dau van tay con lai dung khong?”

“Vang. Néu khong co su ton tai cla ngudi phu nir dd thi tbi ac
tinh vi nay da khong phat sinh. Cang nghi cang thay dang sg. Mot
ma nif quyén ri...”

“R6t cudbce o ta la ai?”



“Chuyén dé...”

Kyosuke dang ndi d& thi mot diéu tra vién di vao.

“Ishikawa bdo V& la sau khi r&i s& canh sat, Kyoko di thang dén
nha Hisashi & Ogikubo. Nhom bao vay quanh nha ciling bao la da
nhin thay trén clra s6 tang hai mot ngudi co veé la Hisashi.”

“Gig thé nao day, Kyosuke?”

“Chung ta cling t&i nha Hisashi, dgi ca chui dau vao ro.”

Eiichiro gat dau r6i cung Kyosuke va Kenzo Ién xe. Dich dén cua
ho la don canh sat cach ga Ogikubo khoang ndm phut di bo, ndi
dugc chon lam van phong tam thai cda t6 diéu tra. Tu day chi can di
thém do tram mét la tdi nha Hisashi. DuGi bong chiéu ta dau dong,
canh vat dudng nhu lanh 1€o han han.

“Kyoko vura r@i khoi nha Hisashi.”

Ba nguGi nhan dugc bao cao nhu vay gilra luc dung bira t6i &
gian phong sau trong don.

_ “May qua... TGi ciing doan la khdng sao, ac thi ac that nhung
van con chut lugng tam va tinh ngudi...”

Kyosuke thd phao nhe nhdm. Cuc chang dd mdi phai dung
Kyoko lam moi nhir nén long cau clr can r(t bat an. GiG da trat dugc
ganh ndng, Kyosuke ti€p tuc trinh bay suy luan ctia minh.

“Thai gia cling kha du da, nhan day toi s€ giai thich vé vu thu
hai luon. Vu th nhat chi la dugng Poéng kich Tay, vu thd hai mdi la
muc dich thuc sy’ cua Hisashi. SG di o thé ndi vy 1a bdi dong ca
ctia han trong vu nay rd rang hon han. Du cé dan dung nhu tu sét
hay trinh bay chdng cr ngoai pham thé nao, Hisashi van sé bi canh
sat coi la d6i tugng tinh nghi hang dau. Vi vay hdn gay ra mot an
mang khac va tao dung cho minh bang ching ngoai pham hoan
hao, khi€n moi ngudi nghi Takezo mdi la hung thd. Sau day han mdi
giét Takezo va bai tri nhu vu tu sat cia moét ké cung dudng. Thu
phap vb cung phutc tap, song da dugc thuc hién mot cach hoan hao.

“TU man tham van Kyoko ban nay, cé 1 moi ngudi déu da hiéu
la Hisashi khong cé bang chirng ngoai pham trong khoang thai gian
trudc 8 gid toi. Nhiéu kha nang la an mang th(r hai da xay ra vao



mot thdi diém trong khoang nay. Nhung tai sao Takezo lai mang
sing dén ngdi nha hoang G Mitaka, dé roi bi ban bdi chinh khau
sung ay? Bap an kha di chi c6 mét ma théi. Y tim dén hong giét moét
ké khac, song lai bi doi phuang gai bay va bién thanh con moi.”

“La vi tién sao? Do Hisashi am muu chiém doat gia san cla anh
trai u?”

“Pung, nhung cé I€ khong phai dong ca truc ti€p. Takezo khong
phai kiéu ngudi sé giét em trai chi vi biét nd muu dd chiém doat tai
san cta minh. Hisashi k& vdi toi la tirng bi anh trai nghi ng& c6 quan
hé bat chinh vai Kinue. Nghi ng6 do la v can cur chang? T6i khong
nghi vay. Tu tinh tinh cung cai cach san sang tiét 10 99% su that chi
dé che gidu 1% bi mét cta Hisashi, t6i cho rang rat c6 thé han da
qua lai v4i Kinue. Di nhién mét khi biét chuyén, Takezo chang thé dé
yén. Th nghi xem y cam thay thé nao?

“Néu Kinue ngoai tinh v3i mét ké xa la, cing 1dm y chi ndi dda
mot tran roi tir bo nhu mot ngudi dan 6ng, tham chi con biéu khong
c6 a cho dGi phuong va mung tham vi tong kh{r dudc cuc ng. Dang
nay nhan tinh cta Kinue lai la Hisashi, cdu em trai ma Takezo tin
tudng va thucong yéu han ai hét. Bing trudc su’ phan boi kép nay,
ké khong vg khong con nhu Takezo da hoan toan mat hét hi vong
vao cudc ddi, chi chd thdi co bat qua tang tai tran doi gian phu dam
phu kia dé trirng tri cho bd tic. Viéc y tirng dé cép téi viéc mudn
stra di chic vdi luat su Sayama han ciling xuat phat tir ly do nay.

“M0Gt tinh tiét dang chd y nira la tai sao Kinue lai trai IGi Takezo
ma tham du cudc thi hinh xdm? DU c6 cudng phd bay than thé dén
mdy, cling may ai ddm béat chép I8i ngudi minh yéu dé cdi 4o khoe
hinh xam trudc mat ban dan thién ha ch(r. Tam ly dac trung cla phu
nir khong cho phép ho lam vay. Chac chan phai c6 mot y chi bang
gia cua ma quy da dirng sau xui giuc Kinue.

“Hisashi han ciing danh hoi dugc viéc Takezo dd phat hién ra
moi chuyén. Han v cung hodng loan, bdi bi anh trai bd rai thi doi
han coi nhu di tong. Khong con ai diing ra ganh thay nhiing khoan
nd khong 16 kia nifa. Ma xét tinh khi Takezo thi cé khi moi chuyén



chang dung & do. Tién ha thu vi cudng... Hisashi tham ha quyét tam
chai mét canh bac I6n nhat doi ngudi...”

Thong qua cach k& day tinh té€ cia Kyosuke, toan canh cua toi
ac tan khoc dan hién ra ro nét. Tuy y d6 cia mét bén khong thanh,
song man kich huynh dé tugng tan nay da khac hoa vo cung chan
thuc tinh trang suy doi dao di'c nghiém trong trong xa hoi Nhat Ban
sau chién tranh.

“Thé rbi cd hoi cﬁng’dé'n. Chiéu 27 thang Tam, sau khi hoan
thanh moi cong doan chuan bi, Hisashi lién gia giong goi cho Takezo.
NGi dung cudc goi cd I€ la ‘Hisashi em may dang Ién it hen ho vai
Kinue trong ngéi nha hoang & Mitaka ma may khong biét a?’. Nghe
vay, Takezo han phai ba mau sau con. Cho rang thdi cg dd dén, y
ben v& 1ay khau sing da chuan bi tu truGe va tic toc phi dén tur dia,
khong hé biét rang em trai dd bay san cam bay chd don minh.
Hisashi vao vi tri don 16ng tu lau, chi dgi anh trai buGc qua cura la ti
dang sau lao tdi, dung khdn tam thudc mé khong ché Takezo, 16i y
vao nha kho va dan dung vu ‘tu sat’ nhu moi nguSi da thay. Sau do,
han hoc toc lao tdi hién trudng an mang ‘th( nhat’”

Kyosuke ti mi tudng thuét nhu thé ban than chinh Ia hung tha.

“Nhung ching t6i khong tim thay dau vét thuéc mé trén ngudi
Takezo.”

“Cai do chi ba, bon ngay la bay hai hét ma.”

“"Néu Takezo khong dem theo sung thi Hisashi dinh lam thé
nao?”

“Chac s€ dung kali xyanua nhu & vu thir nhat thoi.”

Kyosuke [an lugt gidi dap cac thac mac mot cach tron tru.

C(r thé, chang mady chéc da qua 7 gid tbi. Cai lanh bén ngoai
dan tré nén té budbt. Thién la dia vong quanh nha Hisashi cang Ilc
cang siét chat, quyét khong dé cho hdn tau thoat. Tuy nhién,
Kyosuke cling khong quén dan thém la néu co6 ngudi tdi thi cr cho
vao, tranh dé 16 ra la noi nay da bi canh sat bao vay. Ban than cau
thi cuing anh em Matsushita, hai diéu tra vién Ishikaxva va Akita dot
nhap khuon vién nha tU I6i clra ngach.



Hisashi ndy gid van giam minh trong phong thi nghiém. TU clra
sO ngod vao, co thé thdy han sai budc qua lai quanh cai noi gia ap
khong 16, hai tay lién tuc vo dau but tai nhu' mot hon ma vat vuéng
dang chim trong suy tu va phan no.

Mai t&i khi kim gid trén chi€éc dong ho da quang quay dén vong
thr tu, tinh hinh mé&i cd chuyén bién. Tuy nhién, nhitng ngudi dén
16ng déu cd cam giac nhu da bon ngay trdi qua chdr chdng phai bon
gid.

VUa nghe thay ti€éng kéo ket phat ra tUr canh cura g(“), bén |0i
ngach, Kyosuke lién bau chat 1ay vai Kenzo. Bong ho vira diém ding
11 gid.

TU ngoai dudng budc vao mot phu nlr mac ao choang den, mat
mi gidu kin sau chiéc khan quang cung mau. Co ta dao dac nhin
quanh, khong thay ai méi an tam cdi khan quang.

Khi anh den ngoai cira phong thi nghiém soi roi gugng mat ay,
tim Kenzo nhu ngung dap. Anh con suyt hét 1én, quén bang hoan
canh hién tai. Ngudi phu nir vira lang 1€ lan vao canh clra phong thi
nghiém ay gidng Kinue nhu ddc. La Tamae vGi hinh xam Tsunade va
sén u?

“Cau Kyosuke, X day phai khong?”

“Chinh xac. Ca I6n can cau roi.”

Nam nguGi am tham bam dudi co ta vao phong thi nghiém. Noi
nay von dudc chia thanh hai gian. Cho Hisashi di lai nay giG la nai
ti€n hanh thi nghiém, bén ngoai la gian chra d6. BuGc qua hang
déng chai lo dung cac loai axit, ho ndp sau canh clra néi gi(ra hai
gian dé theo dbi tinh hinh.

“Liéu cé that khong anh!?” C6 gai thd doc, rudn nguGi trén ghé,
mat van mau Ién.

“That... Anh da danh gid qua thap tén Kamizu Kyosuke ki quai
kia.”

Tua ngudi vao ban thi nghiém, Hisashi ndi bang giong bat luc,
chang budn che gidu viéc hai chan minh dang run lay bay.



“Ho da bat dau nghi ngd bang ching ngoai pham tir 3 gid chiéu
dén 8 gid toi cua anh r6i. Theo IGi Kyoko thi & s& canh sat hom nay
c6 mot tay mat may trdng nhgt tham gia tham van, nhat dinh la
Kyosuke. HOm qua ga cé qua day cung Matsushita Kenzo dé héi
tham vé vu an. Anh da tra I8i dang theo kich ban dé hudng su’ nghi
ngd vé phia ti€n si Hayakawa, xem chirng ga khong tin. Chac ta hét
dudng thoat roi.”

“Anh ndi gi th€, phai vitng tdm lén chd! DU khong con bang
chi’ng ngoai pham, canh sat cling khdong thé dua suéng vao dé ma
bat ngudi. C&* néi minh di danh bac & dau day. V6i dau 6c va miéng
luGi cla anh thi bién trang thanh den chi la chuyén nho. Mien la
minh con bang chifng ngoai pham sau 9 gid. Chdc canh sat ciing
khong dé y dén vu xe hai ddu. Em chua bi bat thi anh van co thé an
tdm ma.” Co gai hung hon néi.

“Em con manh miéng qua nhi... Qua la ban tinh khé dGi ma...”

“Di nhién. Mang cai thir nay trén lung thi cé yéu dudi dén may
cling phai manh mé Ién thoi. Con han cai nglr dan 6ng hdi ti la nhut
chi.”

Hisashi khéng dap, chi nhin ddm dam vao cb gai, bat chgt hdn
ding day, lao dao di dén cho ké dé do, lay mot chai whiskey va rét
chat 16ng mau hd phach bén trong ra hai chiéc ly. Cat chai rugu vé
cho cli xong, han quay ra dua mot ly cho c6 gai roi ndc can ly con
lai.

“Em khong ubng a?” Hisashi ndi bang giong khan khan.

“Chac trong nay khong c6 doc dau nhi?”

“V& van... Anh vira thir ddc roi con gi.”

_ Mai mdi dua ly rugu Ién dén gan miéng, song rot cudc co gai
van khong uéng ma dua tra cho Hisashi, "Em khoéng mudn udng,
anh x(r ly nét di.”

Hisashi bong hat tay co, khién ly rugu rai tring chiéc c6c dong
trén ban va va tan tanh.

“Anh lam cai gi thé!” Co gai bat day, hét I1én. “Anh dinh giét em
sao!?”



Hisashi Iang im khong dap. Con nguci han trgn trirng nhu’ muén
nhay ra khdi h6c mat, toan than thi run ban bat tua bénh nhan sét
rét, trong vo cung tham thuang.

“Khong dé dang nhu vdy dau. Blng 1a gid chi con hai ta biét
dugc bi mat cia vu an nay. Néu em chét, t0i ac cua anh sé dugc
chon vui vinh vién. Chac anh mong thé lam ha? Tiéc la khong dudc
dau séi a.”

C6 gai thang thirng tuyén bd.

“Néu khdng hiéu tinh anh thi em dai gi ma trd thanh déng
pham ch&. Néu anh giét em, bldc thu em nhd ngudi ta gilr ho sé
dugc guri téi cho canh sat trong vong hai ngay. Gidong nhu may tam
anh kia, no sé bdc tran toan b toi ac cua anh. Chi can tudng tugng
dén canh anh bi dua Ién gia treo co6 dé di theo em thodi la em da hao
hirc 1am r6i. Dugc chét cung ngudi tinh thi cd bi tan chay trong axit
em cling cam Iong. Nao, anh mudn giét thi c(r giét di.”

Cau tUr 6 at tuodn trao c nhu IGi thoai trong mot va kich.

“Oi, sao em lai phai ldng mdt ké thu &c nhu vay cha?”

CoO gai dua tay 6m lay dau Hisashi r6i mac suic van vo mai téc
r6i bu cta han, lién ti€p dat nhitng nu hon néng chay Ién tay, Ién
ma, Ién tran, va cudbi cung la 1én mai tinh lang.

“Anh dUng noi nhitng IGi yéu hen hay suy nghi tiéu cuc nira. Co
tién la dGi vui ngay ay ma. Chang phai ta da thé nguyén la hay c
tan hudng hét minh, khoi can lo nghi dau xa, roi khi chét sé cung
nhau rét xudng dia nguc a?”

“Chac cling sap dén ngay ay roi.”

“Anh hdm qué di. D3 ndi chi cadn em chua bj bt thi anh van c6
thé an tam ma. Dan da canh sat ciing phai bo cudc, dé moi chuyén
chim vao quén lang thoi. Khi dé thi coi nhu ta thang tuyét doi roi
con gi.”

“Dugc vay thi t6t.” Co mat Hisashi d& dan gidn ra, tréng nhu d3
khéng con minh man.

“Khodng sao dau, dirng nghi quan nira. Tuy nhién tinh hinh cling
cd vé nguy hiém, nén tam thdi em khong qua day nira. Co viéc gi



anh c goi dién nhé, roi ta sé gap & phong chd trong ga hay dau
dé.”

“Um.”

“A phai roi, dua em thém it tién di.”

“M&i dua [an trudc con gi. Sap tdi chac tén kém nhiéu, ding
tiéu hoang qua.”

“Ki bo thé! Em da giup anh giét ba mang ngugi, bao gbm ca
rudt thit trong nha day. Khong lay rugu lam thubc an than thi chiu
sao thau. Mot nlra gia san cua anh coi nhu' la cia em ma.”

“Tién anh dé& bén nha chinh &y...”

“Pudc r6i. Vui [én anh nhé!”

Co gai lai ap ma tdi va xoa dau Hisashi nhu mét ngudi me. Ho
trao nhau nhitng 6m hon tham thiét, khong biét rang ngoai clra la
trudng phong Matsushita Eiichiro cung doi ngii diéu tra vién tinh

nhué dang dgi san. Chang khac nao mot thién tinh st dién ra ngay
trudc ngudng clra dia nguc.

MOt IUc sau, d6i tinh nhan ay ddng day va budc ra cura.

“Al” Vra mé& clra, Hisashi da thot 1én kinh hai.

Piling dd la Eiichiro vai kh3u siing trong tay, “Ngoan ngodn dau
hang di, Mogami Hisashi! Anh da bi bat vi hanh vi giét nguai!”

Hisashi khong chiu thua ngay, [ép tdc khom mir]h chay ngugc
vao gian thi nghiém. Eiichiro ben n6 sing tran ap, ban v3 may cbc
dong, chat 1dng mau hong bay t tan khdp phong. TU phia sau noi
gia ap, Hisashi bat dau ban tra.

“Anh Hisashi!” Dlng lic d6, cd géi ndy gid van ding siing sd
bén clra bong vo thirc lao vé phia ngugi tinh, dé roi chi kip thét Ién
mot ti€éng “A!” va 6m nguc trai nga ra dat. Vién dan cua Hisashi da
tring hop xuyén thang qua tim cd.

TU chd nap, Eiichiro tiép tuc bop co. Lan nay dén lugt Hisashi
thot 1én day dau ddn vi bi ban tring ban tay cam siing va guc xudng
san. Thay vay, Ishikawa lién tirc toc ti€p can va cong tay han lai.

“Trudng phong co6 sao khong a...?”



“T&i 6n.” Eiichiro vira lau md hdi vira liéc xuéng Hisashi va ra
lénh bang giong tram vang. “Mau sd clfu cho han roi dua vé sé. Co6
gai kia con cltu dugc khong?”

“Pan di thang vao tim, chét ngay 1ap tic.” Ishikawa khom ngudi
kiém tra mach cd gai roi dirng day bdo cdo, mat nhin cham cham
vao dobi tay bé bét mau ctia minh.

\\Vay é..."

Eiichiro ddo mat nhin quanh va kinh can cli dau khi gdp anh
mat Kyosuke.

“Cam dn cau rat nhiéu. NhGd cau ma Matsushita Eiichiro toi day
khong phai mo bung ta toi r6i... C6 gai nay qua nhién la Tamae phai
khong? Cling chinh la Hayashi Sumiyo turng xuat hién & Yurakucho.”

“Céc anh van chua nhin ra a? Cb ta chinh 13 ké dugdc coi nhu
nan nhan dau tién trong loat an mang hinh xam, Nomura Kinue
‘Orochimaru’” Kyosuke vura ndi vua I6t tran than trén cua tU thi,
khi€n tat thay nhirng nguGi c6 mat déu sirng sG nhu mat hon.

DU mat miii hai chi em cd thé gidéng nhau y hét, song hinh xam
t&i chét cling khong xda nhoa da chirng minh day ro rang la Nomura
Kinue. Trén tdm Iung ndn na da mat di sinh khi é'y, kiét tac
Orochimaru cua Horiyasu dang bién mau nhu cau vong dan tan
phai. Tuy nhién, it nhiéu né van gilr dugc nét tuai tan sdng dong,

nhu thé con rin van mac suc trudn bo, cho du chi nhan da tat
thd...



Phong kin ngi tam tri

“Vay la an mang lién hoan xoay quanh hinh xam da ha man.
That khéng ngG Kinue lai bo mang theo cach d6. Nhung suy cho
cung, co Ié day la s6 phan dinh san cia ba anh em ho. Me gay
nghiép thi con cai phai tra gid. Noi theo ki€u nha Phét thi du ciing 1a
‘nhan qua’ ca.”

Sang hom sau, tai phong lam viéc cua Eiichiro trén tang hai SG
Canh sat Tokyo, Kyosuke bat dau nhin lai moi chuyén cing hai em
nha Matsushita. DuGng nhu tam tri da hoan toan quay vé véi dGi
sdng hoc thuat yén binh, chang con nhé gi dén tham kich dam mau
dém qua, giong cau lic nay nghe lanh dam dén mdc cé phan ding
dung.

“Co 18 trudc tién toi can giai thich vé hinh xam, yéu t& bi &n I8n
nhat trong vu an nay da nhi. Nhd st dung yéu t6 hinh xam mot cach
tinh té, toi ac cua Hisashi da dugc nang tam va trd thanh kiét tac vo
tién khoang hau trong lich sir t6i pham. Tai sao Nomura Tsunetaro
chi liéc qua may tam anh la da pha giai dugc bi mat vu an? Tai sao
tién si Hayakawa co thé lién tudng téi hinh hoc phi Euclid tir t&m
phim kinh da vG, roi lai tram ngam khi thay anh rira ra? Di nhién,
chia khoa ctla moi chuyén déu nam trong nhirng tdm anh ay.

“M6t diém ki la ma tdi nhan thdy la chua mot ai tdn mat chiém
ngudng hinh xam cda Tamae, nhung vi tdm anh kia va IGi chirng cua
Kinue ma tat thay déu dinh ninh rang Tamae xdm hinh Tsunade.
Plng 1a hinh xdm chang dé xda bo, cé cd tay sach bang chdm clu



hay hoéa chat thi van dé lai ddu vét. Nhitng hinh x3m toan than nhu
cla anh em Nomura thi lai cang v vong. Thé nén khi nhin anh, han
ai cling sé di dén két luan la hai co gai giobng nhau nhu duc, chi hinh
xam la khac biét. Ngudi xam hinh Orochimaru la Kinue, hién nhién
chi nhan hinh xam Tsunade phai la Tamae, bdi lam sao c6 chuyén
thay hinh xam nhu thay do dugc. Xét tu kich thudc hinh xam thi thi
thé khdng thdn minh & hién trudng chi cd thé la Kinue, bdi néu la
Kinue thi trén canh tay va cdng chan bo lai cling phai c6 hinh xam
chdr...

“M0ot lap luan vo cung xac dang, khong co 1ay mot ké hd vé mat
logic, song da bi thuc té chirng minh la sai [am. Van dé cta nd nam
¢ dau? Di nhién la & dit kién ‘nguGi xam hinh Tsunade la Tamae’. Tuy
nhién, d€ nhan ra diéu nay thi ta cn trién khai tu duy dua trén tién
dé la *hinh x3m cd thé bi xda bd’, ndi cach khac la &p dung hinh hoc
phi Euclid. Néu c( tin vao nhiing tién dé thudng thi’c chua dugc
chirng minh nhu ‘hai dudng thang song song sé khéng bao gid giao
nhau’ cia hinh hoc Euclid, ta s&€ mai mai di vao ngd cut. Chi khi
diing cdm béc bd nhing diéu tudng nhu hién nhién, ta méi dat dudc
budc tién dot pha va ma ra con dudng dan tdi chan ly. V& diém nay
thi toi thuc su’ phai cam phuc dau éc thién tai cua tién si Hayakawa.
Chi nhin qua am ban trén phim kinh thi may ai bat ra dugc két luan
nhu vay chd.

“Co Ié yéu t6 giup thay ay nhan ra mau chot van dé nhanh nhu
vay chinh 1a nén tang hiéu biét sdu sic vé ki thuat xam.

“Trong giGi thd xam, viéc xam thé chan vac ran-éch-sén lén
cung mot ngudi dudc coi la cam ki, bdi theo tin ngudng dan gian thi
ba loai nay s& tranh dau lién mién va khién chu nhan chét yéu.
Tuong tu, ngudi ta cling kiéng khdng xam hinh Kagekiyo vi sg mat
s€ mG dan va cubi cung thanh mu*. Thd xam lanh nghé nhu
Horiyasu han biét rd diéu nay, nén khdng ddi nao cé chuyén dng dé
lai trén lung con minh nhitng hinh xam day diém gd& nhu vay. Thuc
té 1a hai hinh xam Orochimaru va Jiraiya déu cé that, vay phai lam
sao dé pha v3 I8i nguyén chan vac? Chi cd cach la khéng x8m nét
hinh Tsunade ma tho6i. Nhung tam anh kia thi thé nao? Mot trong
nhirng théi xau cla canh sat la tin vao anh chup con han ca ngudi



that viéc that, va diém yéu nay da bj Hisashi khai thac triét dé. Phai
cong nhan la han co6 nhan quan tuyét voi. Tuong tu viéc nhiéu nguodi
nhin chir viét sai va tu dong sira trong 6c thanh ding, con ngudi
hoan toan cd thé ngd nhan rang moi thir xuét hién trong anh déu Ia
that...”

Hai anh em Eiichiro va Kenzo chi biét Iang im nghe Kyosuke giai
thich. Moi 1ap ludn déu ranh mach ro rang. Han nira, hién thuc nhan
tién von cd suUc thuyét phuc manh hon ly thuyét sudng.

“D€ gilip hai anh thi t6i xin phép di dudng vong mot chit. Chac
cac anh biét dién vién kich thudng mac mot I6p ao nit mau da ngudi
dinh hinh xam khi phai nhap vai cac nhan vat xam minh ch(? Ho
khong thé vé 1én da vi hdng ngay déu phai dién truc tiép trudc mat
khan gia doi ba lan, cling khong dudc phép xam c6 dinh mot hinh
nao vi tuang lai con phai vao vai khac. Kich thi thé, nhung trong
nhi€p anh va dién anh, thi viéc mac thém mot I6p ao nit sé khién tac
pham maét tu nhién, thanh ra trong qua trinh quay phim chup anh,
chi con cach vé truc tiép 1én da. Nghe don 1a dé tranh hinh vé phai
nhoa do md hdi, ngudi ta con pha ca vecni vao muc nifa. Bang cach
do, hinh xam tréng sé rat gidng that, khong dé y ki thi chdng tai nao
phan biét dugc. Vi nhu tam nay.”

Kyosuke 1ay mot tdm anh trong cap va dat Ién ban. D6 la hinh
chup héu trudng mét bd phim cd trang 18y bdi canh thdi Edo sap
dugc céng chiéu, cu thé hon 1a canh mot hoa si phu thé dang vé
phac hinh Yamauba va Kintaro |€n tam lung tran cia mét ki nir
chuén bi x8m minh. C& Eiichiro lan Kenzo déu khdng khodi thd hat ra
khi thay nd.

“Thai chién thi it thay, nhung truéc day hinh xam von la mét
yéu t06 rat hay xuat hién trong dién anh Nhat Ban. Nam thi dém
khéng xué€, con nit theo tdi biét it nhat cling phai dén nam, sau
ngudi roi...

“Quay lai van dé chinh. Khi mudn xam minh, trugc tién khach
hang sé& dugc thg xdm cho xem mét cubn s chlra day tranh mau dé
tur do chon ra hinh muén xam. Tiép theo, thg xam vé phac Ién ngudi
khach rdi dua vao dé ma ré kim. B3 xam 1a kho sra, nén ho can



trong nhu vay cling phai. Thong thudng ngudi ta chi vé dudng xam
co ban, song khi can than trong tdi da thi nhiéu ngudi s& xtr ly ca dd
dam nhat trén phac thao nhu hinh xam th thiét vay. Tém lai, diéu
t6i muon ndi la hinh xam Tsunade trong anh chi la tranh nhap thoi.
Néu da xac dinh nhu thé va xem lai anh thi sé thay gdn ggn ngay.
Anh Kenzo ciling ti'ng nhén xét rang dé tuong phan cao va téng thé
hoi dam, ti€c rang anh lai coi d6 nhu tac dong cua diéu kién anh
sang trong qua trinh chup, nén bé I8 chan tudng su viéc. Toi khong
r0 c6 gai trong hinh la Kinue hay Tamae, nhung du thé nao thi
Tamae cling khong xam hinh Tsunade Ién lung.

“Chi cdn nhan thirc dudc diém nay thi moi bi 8n con lai déu dé
dang bi phai bay. Viéc Hisashi va Kinue c6 quan hé tinh cam va la
dong pham trong an mang hinh xam da dugc thuc tién chdng minh.
Co |é Hisashi ndy ra ké hoach nay khi tinh cG bat gdp mot co gai
giong hét Kinue & Yurakucho va biét dugc dé chinh la Tamae, ngudi
tudng chirng da bé mang vi bom nguyén tir ¢ Hiroshima. Con trudc
day thi du da vai [an nghi tdi viéc sat hai anh trai, song han cr ngan
ngai mai khong quyét dugc. Khong phai do luang tdm can rdt, ma la
vi chua tim dudc phuong phap nao dé dam bao ban than khong bi
nghi ngd. Tuy nhién, tU khi gap dugc Tamae, sat y mong lung cua
Higashi d& dan dugc dinh hinh. Va dé thuc hién y d6 do, han can
bién Tamae thanh ngudi cia minh va gidu kin su’ ton tai clia cb ta.
Ban than viéc nay cling khong cé gi khd ca. Hisashi von la mot tay
sat gai bam sinh. Ca Kyoko va Tamae déu da trd thanh nan nhén
cta han vi khong cuGng lai dugc sirc hat ki la do. Ngay Kinue ciing
vay.

“DGi v@i Hisashi, phu nii hay dan 6ng déu chi la cong cu. Vi lgi
ich ciia minh, han san sang coi mang ngudi nhu co rac. Han da cung
Kinue dong tdm hiép luc xic tién moi khdu chudn bi. C6 18 chinh
Hisashi chi déng dé 16 cho Takezo biét mdi quan hé trong bdng toi
ctia minh vdi Kinue. Va r6i, han cho Kinue tham gia cudc thi hinh
xam va tim thém dugc mot cong cu dac dung la anh Kenzo.”

Nghe t&i day, Kenzo chi biét im lang guc dau, cdi Iong nhu bi
Xau xé bai n6i an han va cam giac tu khinh bi.



“Néu khdng gdp anh Kenzo thi han Kinue s€ giao anh cho tay
nha bao nao d6. Nhung co ban la Hisashi muén tim mét nguGi c6
quan hé cang gan giii vdi canh sat cang tét, nén Kenzo nghiém
nhién trd thanh muc tiéu hang dau dé Kinue tiép can. T4t ca nham
tao &n tugng rang thi thé kia la cd ta. Binh tinh nghi lai thi khi dua
anh Kinue con chua nhan dugc thu de doa cua Usui. C6 sao mot a
giang hd gan goc dén muc xam tr6 khdp minh lai di sg bong o] g|o
Nhung dién bién mau chong khdp v3i linh cdm cua Kinue, nén chang
ai nghi ngd muc dich 8n sau man than van &y nifa.

“Moi hanh vi ti€p theo clia Kinue déu nham cliing ¢4 nhan thirc
rang c6 ta la nan nhan trong an mang dau tién. Ca may tdm anh
dua cho anh Kenzo lan thai d6 va I0i ndi bay giG, cling nhu mé’y
manh phim kinh rgi ngoéi san vuan... déu mang cong dung_ glong
nhau. Viéc trang dAu cta cudn album bj xé bo cling hét siic dé hiéu.
Chdc han trén dd cd chd thich vé nhitng tdm anh hinh xdam ma
Hisashi khdng mudn dé canh sat doc dugc théi.

"Wé an mang th( hai, tlic vu sat hai Takezo thi hom qua t6i da
trinh bay roi, nén xin phép khong nhac lai nira. Sau khi giét anh trai,
Hisashi c6 thé don hét tdm huyét vao viéc sat hai Tamae, mau chét
cla toan bo vu viéc. Di nhién no chi thuc hién dugc khi hdi tu du
nhirng diéu kién vb6 cung dac biét, song phai cong nhan day la mot
kiét tdc. D€ co thé danh Ira thién ha rang thi thé la cla Kinue,
Hisashi bat budc phai xac dinh pham vi hinh xdm cta ngudi tinh va
ldy di phan than minh tucng 'ng cla Tamae.

“Nhung chi thé& théi chua di. Chdc chan thi thé s& bj canh sat
kham nghiém, va vdi trinh d6 phap y ngay mét tién bg, viéc xac dinh
tuong doi chinh xac thdgi gian tr vong thong qua giai phau ndi tang
khong con la diéu khd khan. Song vdi than minh bi 1dy mat, canh sat
chi ¢ thé udc lugng thdi gian ti vong clia Tamae rdi vao khoang 6
dén 12 qid toi do.

“Nhiing con s6 nay khéng han la sai, song ding nhu Hisashi
phan doan, bién d6 dao dong cua nd cling khong hé nhé. Trong
khodng thdi gian nay, Kinue da cg tinh t8i nha tam cong cong va
ph6 bay hinh xdm cta minh trudc mat ban dan thién ha, lic vé con
ghé vao nha hang x6m va ké rang minh mdi di tam. Tat ca 1a dé moi



ngudi thdy cd ta van s6ng dén tan 9 gid, qua dé thic day canh sat
thu hep khung thdi gian t&r vong xudng con von ven ba tiéng tUr 9 tdi
12 gid, gian ti€p hoan thién bang ching ngoai pham cho Hisashi.
Song trong thuc t€, thdi gian gay an lai rdi vao khoang tur 6 tGi 9
giG. Xét ca cac tinh tiét lién quan thi cd 1€ an mang da dién ra lic 6
gic.”

Eiichiro vira than phuc Idng nghe vira tham hé then khi nhd lai
minh tirng ndi c6 pha v3 bang chirng ngoai pham cla Hisashi trong
khoang 3 dén 8 gid cling chang ich gi... Tuy nhién, anh nhan thay
giong Kyosuke khong nhuém chdt mia mai hay tu phu nao.

“Mot khi da xac dinh dugdc thi thé kia 1a cla Tamae, nghiém
nhién ta cling co thé loai trir kha ndng an mang da xay ra tai nha
Kinue. DGi vGi Hisashi, su ton tai cia Tamae la diéu tuyét doi khong
dugc dé€ ngudi thr ba, dic biét la hang xdm quanh nha Kinue biét
dugc. Chuyén nay ma 10 ra thi k& hoach tinh vi cla hadn sé 1ap turc
dd bé. Vay thi Hisashi gdy an & dau? Phong thi nghiém nha han cd
I la ndi phu hdp nhat. MGi hom qua trong can phong ay, Kinue da
budt miéng ndi mot cau rung rgn la ‘co bi tan chay trong axit em
cling cam long’. O dé cd mot ndi gia dp ¢ I6n dé phan giai chat
dam va tinh blt thanh axit amin va glucose. Mat trong n6i phi mot
I6p chi. Néu dun ndng va gia ap trong axit suniuric dam dac, than
thé con ngudi sé chang may chéc ma bdc hai hét.

“Sau khi giét Takezo, Hisashi vdi va vé nha riéng dé dgi Tamae.
C6 1€ han da sai ngudi gilp viéc ra ngoai lam gi d6 va hen Tamae tdi
nha tU trudc. Xung quanh la khu dan cu ban ngay it ngerl lai vang,
khuon vién nha Hisashi lai doc 1ap vdi hang xém lang giéng, cd thé
ra vao tU cira ngach nén rat tién gay an. bgi Tamae lén vao nha
xong, Hisashi lién ha sat c6 trong phong thi nghiém r6i cua dau, tay,
chan ra, chi 1y than tha vao nbi gia ap, tang nhiét va cho tan chay
trong axit suniuric ddc dé tiéu hdy. Thdi gian can thiét la khoang
mot dén hai gid. Phan da tan chay dem dé di, phan khéng tan dugc
XU ly thich hgp, con dau, tay va chan da cua ra thi dudgc déng goi va
dung xe hdi chd dén Kitazawa. Moi ngudi hiéu rdi ch(? Khdng phai
than minh nan nhan bi mang di khéi nha Kinue, ma la nhitng phan
con lai da dugc dem tGi do.”



Pa dén cao trao, tong giong von tram tinh clia Kyosuke ciing tré
nén gay gat.

“To6i da nhiéu [an nhac tdi cai goi la ‘tinh kinh té trong hanh vi
pham t6i’ ma nhi? Nguyén tac cg ban cda kinh té hoc la tim cach dat
dugc hiéu qua t6i da vai cong strc t6i thi€u. TU 1&p trudng cla hung
thu, cé thé coi hanh vi gdy an nhu viéc diéu hanh doanh nghiép. It
nhat thi ké c thé vé ra mot ké hoach pham tbi bai ban nhudng nay
hong thu Vé Igi ich vat chat cho ban than s& khdng thé phdét 16 quy
ludt cd ban cua hoat dong kinh té. Viéc gay an tai nha Kinue roi
mang than nan nhan rdi di la mot hanh vi vua khé khan vua thua
thai. Nhung gay an & nai khac, cua xac roi van chuyén moi dau va
tay chan nan nhan tdi nha Kinue thi dé dang han nhiéu so vdi chi 16t
da Iay hinh xam ro6i phai mang toan b6 phan con lai cua tur thi di mot
quang dudng dai. Cling nhu am ban va dudng ban cia cung mot
tdm anh, chi can doi trang thay den mét chdt 1a sé nhin ra van dé.

“Vé manh khode cc hoc dé tao nén phong kin thi tdi d& giai thich
bang thuc nghiém hoém trude roi. Nhung thudng thi khi nao hung
thi mdi can tao an mang phong kin? Co rat nhiéu truéng hgp, song
cd ban nhat co | la khi mubn nguy tao mot vu tu’ sat, hoac khi can
gay an tugng rang hung thi d3 tau thoat ma khéng dé lai bat ki dau
vét nao, qua do tang thém tinh ki bi, si€u nhién cho vu viéc. Di
nhién trong vu an nay ta c6 thé Iap tdc loai trr ly do dau tién. Co ai
lai udng kali xyanua roi tu chat dau va t chi, dem than minh di giau
roi quay lai phong tdm khoda trai clra dé tu sat khdng?” Lan dau tién
trong ngay hém nay, Kyosuke mim cudi, dé€ 10 Iom dbng tién nhu
con gai.

“Tlrc la, Hisashi lam vay chi cot tang thém tinh ki quai cho vu
an? Thé thi viéc tao phong kin thanh ra qua mat céng day...”

“Ké& cling mat cong khong can thiét that. Co thé hdn mudn chai
dua vdi tir thi va canh sat chang? Song dung quén la cé kha nang
hanh vi dé con &n chira mdt y do thdm séu khac. Thao tac thira thai
doi khi lai can thi€t. DU thu phap rat tinh vi, nhung han Hisashi d3
xac dinh ngay tur dau rang mét manh khde dam tinh cg hoc nhu vay
s6m mudn gi cling bi béc tran. Chac anh Eiichiro con nhg anh da
tram tr6 thé nao khi t6i trinh dién man thuc nghiém ay chd? Cang



kinh ngac trudc thi doan cua hung tha, mét ngudi sé cang kho tin
rang no hoan toan vo nghia. Do la nhitng gi Hisashi nham tdi. Manh
khoe ca hoc roi sé dén ltc bi nhin thau, song ngay tUr thdi khac do,
ngudi pha an sé lap tic rai vao mot phong kin khong 16i thoat trong
tam tri cta chinh minh. Viéc chL'rng ki€n manh khoe tao ra phc‘)ng kin
bi pha qgiadi da g|an ti€p cing cb dinh ki€én cla cac anh Vvé viéc an
mang chi cd thé xay ra trong khdng gian khép kin &y. So vdi cai
phong tam kia thi phong kin tdm tri do ban than tu tao con kho
thoat ra hon nhiéu. Chinh su’ bé téc trong tu duy d3 day cudc diéu
tra di vao ngd cut... V& diém nay, t6i thuc su’ kinh né dau éc cla
Hisashi.

"Néu nghi theo hudng do thi viéc ngoai vudn khéng cé bat ki
dau mau nao ciing la |€ di nhién. O chiéu ngugc lai, chinh hung thu
cling phai lao tdm kho t{r dé 1&p liém diém bét thudng vé lugng mau
trong phong tdm. Co nghi thé nao thi viéc giét ngudi chat xac ciling
phai dé& lai khdi luong mau rat I3n. Néu & hién trudng it mau qua thi
canh sat s€ nghi ngd la nan nhan da bi sat hai & ndi khac, song van
chuyén ngan &y mau lai chdng phai viéc dé dang gi. Py chinh Ia
mot phan ly do khién Hisashi lua chon phong tdm. Viéc d&€ md voi
nudc vua gidp tao dung phong kin, vira gay an tugng la bao nhiéu
mau déu da bi cudn di hét. Di nhién ngudi can trong nhu han han
cling d& mang theo vai chai mau dé dé ra phong tdm va nguy tao
ddu vét & nhitng ndi khac. DU khong ki€m chiing dugc lugng méu
cu thé, ngudi ngoai nhin vao van sé ngd nhu d& c6 mét tham kich
dam mau xay ra trong ngbi nha nay.

“Pén day thi khéng biét cac anh d& nhan ra ly do dan téi su
khac biét trong cach xur ly hinh xam & vu thtr nhat va vu th( ba
chua? O vu dau tién, Hisashi can khién canh sat kho 1ong xac dinh
chinh xac thdi gian tr vong, song & vu th( ba thi han chi can phi
tang tlr thi mot cach qua loa chd chang t0i gi phai Idy di than minh
nan nhan cho cach rach. Kinue madi Inazawa dén nha vao dém an
mang th( nhat von la d€ ga phat hién ra thi thé trong phong tadm.
Hisashi tin rang vd&i ban tinh don gian tdi ngéc nghéch, Inazawa sé
c’ thé chay tron ma khong bao canh sat, tham chi con co6 nhiing
hanh vi ki quai trong con hoang loan. Song hon hét, hdn mudn



mugn tay Inazawa dé thu hep hon nita pham vi du doédn cla canh
sat vé thdi gian tir vong. Mot khi canh gidc chi dong nhan dinh la
nan nhan da t vong trong khoang tUr 9 dén 12 gid dua trén nhiing
dir kién do Kinue va Inazawa cung cap, chifng cf ngoai pham cua
Hisashi coi nhu khong con sa hd. Di nhién, xét tr mot goc dd nao do
thi viéc 16i Inazawa vao vu nay la mot con dao hai luGi. Tré tréu
thay, cung v@i su’ xuat hién bat ngd cta Usui va sinh hoat clia cau
hoc sinh nha bén, su hién dién cua Inazawa da bi€n ngbi nha thanh
mot phong kin khdng 16, qua dé gian tiép chitng minh su’ vd can cla
tién si Hayakawa, d&i tugng ma Hisashi tim du moi cach dé gan toi.

“Tuy nhién, xét tr tong thé k& hoach thi d6 chi la chit sai léch
khéng dang ké. Chirng c ngoai pham cla ban than Hisashi van
khéng hé suy suyén. Dén khoang 7 rudi t6i, han da bai tri xong
phong kin va di chuyén t&i Ginza d€ gay ra mot vu du da. Dlng theo
du ki€n, canh sat da tam gilr Hisashi tGi tan sang hém sau, gitip han
hoan thién chirng cf ngoai pham.

“Trong khi d6, ngudi ra vé lo sg minh sap bi giét nhu Kinue lai
lién ti€p cd nhitng doéng thai khd hi€u, chdng nhitng khéng thué vé
si ma con cho nguGi giup viéc nghi, mai Inazawa dén nha roi goi
dién cho ca anh Kenzo lan ti€n si Hayakawa. Sau cung, ¢ ta dan
dung khung canh nhu ai do téi nha va cung minh uéng bia réi dem
tién vang lan mat tam. Dau van tay phu nir chua dugc xac dinh
danh tinh chinh 1a cla Kinue ch( chang phai ai khac. Mot ké chu
toan nhu Hisashi cé I1€ da lay dau tay Tamae tU trudc va dung cao su
tai hién, hodc dung lubn canh tay da cua dé luu lai van tay khdp nha
Kinue. Song di nhién hdn chang thé nao xda hét diu tay cta chd
nhan ngbi nha dugc.

“Sang hom sau, dugc canh sat phdng thich, Hisashi han phai rat
ndn nao nén mdi gia giong dé€ goi t&i nha Kinue hong ki€ém tra xem
moi viéc cd dang dién bién theo ding k& hoach khdng, ddng thdi bd
sung mot nhan t8 bi &n lam phuc tap hda tinh hinh. Mot khi bi cubc
goi quai g8 nay thu hit su chd y, cudc diéu tra chi t& IGn sdu han
vao viing bun khong day. Hisashi thi da yén tam phan nao khi biét
anh Kenzo c6 mat & hién trudng. Khéo sao sau dé vg tién si
Hayakawa lai goi dén. Nhan thay cd hdi ngan vang, Hisashi lién dua



ba mg t&i chd anh Kenzo, vira gidn tiép khdng dinh bing chiing
ngoai pham cla minh, vlra ra vé minh luén nghi cho anh trai va tién
si, dong thdi cling nhan tién tham do tinh hinh diéu tra.

“Thé nhung tinh tiét bat ngG vé Il sén trong phong kin da khién
Hisashi kinh hai it nhiéu. S6 ménh Tamae von gan lién véi Tsunade.
Chac Hisashi cling khong khoi tudng tugng ra rang oan hon cta co
d3 hoa thanh 1T sén &y. C thé ndi day chinh la nét diém xuyét cudi
cung ma 6ng troi da thém vao dé hoan thién tdi &c day tinh nghé
thuat nay.

NG con cd hiéu Ung khi€n ngudGi ngoai nhin vao lién tudng ngay
dén dién tich sén lam tan chay ran. TU dau chi cudi, ban than Tamae
qua nhién rat gibng mot con sén cd day du hinh thu ma cling nhu
khong, chdng tai nao bat dugc du da déc surc truy vét.

“Hisashi da tinh toan rat ki v& thdi diém thi thé Takezo bj phat
hién. N8u s6m qua thi cé thé thuGc mé chua bay hai hét, nhung
muon qua thi lai gay bat Igi cho chirhg cr ngoai pham va viéc thira
k€ cla han. Thé nén Hisashi mdi chon ngdi nha hoang chi vai ngay
nifa la bi pha bd & Mitaka lam hién trudng. K& hoach ctia Hisashi vé
cd ban da thanh cong ruc r3. Canh sat du‘c‘jng nhu chg da di dén
két luan la Takezo tu sat sau khi glet Kinue va khong cd trong tay
bat ki hudng diéu tra nao dé md rong vu an. Ca may triéu yén bong
rdi vao tui Hisashi. Ac ma d& nhéch mdi cudi dic théng.

“Thé nhung ngay Iic d6, mot nhan vat khong ai ngd tdi lai xuat
hién ngay gilra vong xody vu viéc. Chinh la nguGi anh trai mdi trg vé
tir chién trudng phucng Nam cutia Kinue. Chi can nghe anh Kenzo ké
va xem qua may tam anh, Tsunetaro da nhanh chdng nhin ra chéan
tudng su viéc. Di nhién r6i, bdi anh ta von biét Tamae khong hé xam
hinh Tsunade. Vay ma Kinue lai dua anh cho ngudi ta, bao do la
hinh xam clda em gadi va ndi nhiéu chuyén kho hleu nhu vay, tha hoi
lam sao Tsunetaro khong thay la dugc chlr. Om ndi bat an trong
Iong, nhiéu kha nang Tsunetaro da theo doi hanh tung cia Hisashi
va tim ra noi Kinue &n nau.

"Sau mét hoi truy clru, cudi ciing Tsunetaro cling nam bat dugc
toan bd su tinh. Chac anh ta ciling kinh hai I1dm. Néu la 10i nho thi



con cb thé nhdm mat cho qua, ch day lai la trong &n ma ké tha ac
dang bi dem di treo c6... Chua kip cdm nhén niém vui tai ngd,
Tsunetaro dd phai can rdng ha quyét tam trong bi ai. Néu ra dau
thd, Kinue cd thé gilr mang, an t& hinh gidam xudng chung thén, van
con cd hdi lam lai cudc dGi nhd an xa trong qua trinh thu an. Pay la
giai phap tot nhat ma anh Tsunetaro ¢ thé danh cho em gai. Song
néu Kinue khong dau tha trong ba ngay, Tsunetaro sé tiét [0 moi
chuyén cho canh sat.

“Nghe Kinue thuat lai cubc gdp vdi anh trai, Hisashi han da phat
hoang trudc cu danh chi mang tur trén trdi rai xubng nay. Thdi chién
thi, mat tich ngi sa trudng thudng déng nghia véi tir tran, cho nén
su xuat hién cta Tsunetaro hoan toan nam ngoai tinh toan cta han.
Th{r ma Hisashi coi nhu cong cu nay bién thanh con dao hai IuGi.
Ngay ca bang ching ngoai pham tudng ching viing chai kia giG
cling diing trudc nguy cd sup d6. Chac dém do han khdng tai nao
chgp mat dugc 13y mot gidy. Chi ba ngay nita la tat ca sé bai 10,
khdng thé chan chir dugc. Cudi cung, Hisashi danh quyét dinh ding
mau ra mau, gay ra thém an mang thd ba hong lap li€m su that vé
hai vu trudc do.”

“Gia lic ay em ndi véi anh mot ti€ng thi chuyén da khac roi...”
Kenzo thd dai, thi tham vdi anh minh bang giong an han.

“Ciling dau trach anh dugc. Bung & hién tai nhin vé qua kh(r thi
ai cling nhu' mot vi than trén théng thién van, dudi tudng dia ly ca
thoi. Faust* cling ndi con ngudi con no luc thi con mac sai [am ma.”
Kyosuke dong vién Kenzo roi ti€p tuc giai thich. “bBay qua that la mot
vu Viéc ki quai. Trong cd vay va shogi, cd hdi dao ngugc cuc dién sé
lién tuc xuat hién gilra hai dich thu can tai can siic. Vu an nay ciing
vay. Ca hoi dau tién la khi tién si Hayakawa nhat dugc may manh
phim kinh, ca hdi thf hai la Idc anh Kenzo phan van vé viéc tiét 16 su
ton tai cua Jiraiya. Néu tan dung dudc hai co hoi ay thi cé 1€ vu an
da dugc pha giai tu 1au roi.”

“Tiéc la ching toi lai bo I8 ca hai... T6i va em trai déu mot lan
mac sai lam, nén coi nhu t0i nang ngang nhau. Nhung that may la
ching t6i da mat day nhd cau giup dd, coi nhu tan dung dugc co
hoi thir ba.”



“Pugc tinh cd ho trg cac anh thé nay cling Ia vinh hanh cho t6i.
Quay lai chuyén chinh, rd rang Hisashi d& khdng du thdi gian dé 1én
ké hoach chu toan cho vu th ba. Va chang c6 Ié hdan nghi mot toi
ac qua hoan hao thi sé thi€u tu nhién, dong thdi con nhéan ra rang
minh cd thé st dung Tsunetaro dé& thuc hién muc tiéu chua hoan
thanh & vu th& nhat Ia don nghi ngs vé phia ti€n si Hayakawa. Han
ben chon mot gidi phap day guong ép la giét Tsunetaro, 16t da lay
hinh xam roi phi tang tr thi, c6 tao dung bang chirng ngoai pham
bang cach s dung xe hdi.

“TU Yokohama, Hisashi da phdéng hét toc luc vé Shibuya roi
dung Kinue dé du Tsunetaro. Chuyén nay thi don gian thdi, chi can
bao minh sé tu thd va mudn Tsunetaro di cung la dugc. Song lan
nay Kinue phai 16 dién, nén dé dé phong bét tréc, Hisashi da cho cd
ta quén béng tdi tan co tay dé€ khi€én ngudi ngoai nhin vao lién tudng
dén hinh xdm Tsunade. Sau do, han ha doc Tsunetaro bang Kali
xyanua, van chuyén tuir thi téi Yoyogi bang xe hdi roi 16t da 18y hinh
xam va vt phan con lai ¢ do.

“Xong xubi, Hisashi vbi va phdng xe quay lai Yokohama, dung
bang chirng ngoai pham cho minh. Tuy khdng vitng chac lam nhung
con tron ven han so vdi ti€n si Hayakawa. Bung nhu' IGi nguyén chan
vac, ran da nudt éch.”

Moi bi &n déu da dudc phdi bay. Qua 1a mét vu an tan khdc dén
tham thuong. Anh em tucng tan hét [an nay dén lan khac, vé nén
mot buic hoa do dia nguc ma chi nhin théi cling thay nhai long.

“Ti€c that day, anh Eiichiro a. Anh da thanh cbng trong viéc
nhin thiu y nghia cla tinh tiét dién nudc d&€ md trong phong tdm va
hoan toan dung khi dua ra két luan la hung tha khong hé cd y dinh
gidu xac. Tiéc la anh khong ti€n thém budc nita dé di dén gia thuyét
la hung tha c6 y mudn cho ti thi bi phat hién trong tinh trang nhu
vay, néu khong anh da pha an xong tU’ s6m r6i. Ca chi tiét vé c6 gai
quan bang nira. Chinh vi tU khuyu tay tré xuéng khéng xam gi nén
Kinue mdi phai quan bang. Mu6n giau thi phai pho ra, muén pho ra
thi phai day vao. Tha thuat tam ly nay da dudc [6ng ghép khap nai
va phat huy tac dung xuyén subt vu viéc.”



“Cau Kyosuke ndi thi mdi dé dang thé thdi, ch(r ké bat tai nhu
t6i khd long lam dudc.” Eiichiro lan dau bat cudGi trong ngay hom
nay. “Ma cong nhan, may cau hoi cau dat ra cho Kawabata Kyoko
hiém hoc that day.”

“T6i cling khong mudn noi doi thé dau.”

Kyosuke cudi tru.

“Anh c( doc lai ban ghi chép cua anh Kenzo ma xem. Trong tat
ca nhitng d6i tugng tinh nghi, chi riéng Hisashi la sd hitu bang
chirng ngoai pham dudc xac nhan bdi mét ca nhan cé Igi ich tudng
ddng vdi han. Trong khi do, du la gian tiép di nifa, bang chifng ngoai
pham cua nhiing nguGi khac déu dugc xac nhan bai nhan chiing cé
it nhiéu mau thuan vé Igi ich v8i ho. Nhan ra diéu ay, hdm qua trudc
khi tGi day toi da ghé vao rap Togeki d€ hoi xem cd su' ¢d gi dac biét
vao ngay hung thu gay an khéng. Bdng nhu Kyoko ndi, gilta man
hai va man ba cuta suat dién chiéu t6i hém dé cé6 mot vu nhay lau tu
t&r, nén phan nao khang dinh dugc cd ta c6 mat & rap vao khoang
thdi gian ay. Chir chi doc bao hay nghe thién ha don dai thi khd ma
tra I8i chinh xac thdi diém su’ ¢ xay ra dugc.

“Tuy nhién, dit khoat Hisashi khong téi rap cung ¢6 ta, va cling
kho Iong nghi rdng Kyoko rt ai di cling chi vi thira vé. Dau sao thi
day cling la chuyén hé trong ma ngudi tinh da nhG dich danh c6 ta
c6 ma. Thém vao do, theo tdm ly chung cta con ngudi, cd thé doan
Kyoko da ngoi & ghé sat 16i di. Suy luan dén day roi, chi can uy hiép
thém chdt nira la s€ lam cb ta chét da, va moi chuyén ti€p theo sé
v clng dé dang. Pién hinh nhu 8n mdc. Han la ho da th6ng nhat
trude la sé tra I0i thé nao, song bi phu dau thi chang may ai con du
tu tin dé phan bac nira. Va don két liéu chinh 13 cdi tin Hisashi
khéng hé yéu cb ta. D6i vdi dan ba, chang gi dau dén hon viéc bi
ngudi minh yéu phan boi.

“Muc dich chinh cta t6i von khong phai la truy cilu Kyoko, ma la
thong qua co ta tac dong tGi tam ly Hisashi. Bung nhu du doan, vua
biét bang chiing ngoai pham clia minh sup d6, han lién dién cudng
tung ra con cd cudi cung. Lic nay, chi minh Kinue la nam trong tay
bi mat cla han. Khéng con Kinue thi khéng con ching c(r truc tiép,



chang ai ddy dudc han 1én doan dau dai. Va lai Kinue vén dudc coi
la d3 chét, nén sé chang ai d€ y tdi tdi ac th(r tu' nay déu.”

“Um, vy nén tdi qua Hisashi mé&i goi Kinue tdi phong thi
nghiém, dinh bung ra tay xong sé tiéu huy cai xac luén ¢ do?”

“Pung thé. Do chinh la gidi phap cudi cung cua Hisashi. Song
ti€c cho han 1a Kinue lai hiéu qué rd con ngudi tinh lang. Pé dé
phong trudng hop xau nhat, c6 ta Ién k&€ hoach tan dung may tam
anh gui & cho anh Kenzo. Co 1€ Kinue da viét thém mot 1a thu giai
thich chi ti€t chan tudng su' viéc va nhd ai dé gui cho canh sat néu
minh mot di khong trd lai. Dua trén la thu cung nhirng tdm anh kia,
t6i ac cua Hisashi sé bi phai bay. Khong riéng gi Hisashi, chinh Kinue
cling gilr cho minh mot con at chu bai.”

Chi mdt td&m anh chup Tsunade thdi ma &n chlra biét bao y
nghia. Chang ai ngd thr cdng cu Hisashi dung dé nguy tao xac
Tamae thanh xac Kinue lai tré thanh chat xic tac gidp Tsunetaro tim
ra chan tudng moi chuyén, va cudi cung la vii khi ho than cltu Kinue
khéi sat y ciia Hisashi.

“Cau Kyosuke, cam on cau rat nhiéu. NhG cau ma vu an nay
mdi dugc lam sang td. CS diéu t6i van chua hiéu tai sao Kinue lai
chap nhan tré thanh déng pham cua Hisashi, réi con gia chét va giét
hai chinh em minh nira?”

“Cau nay kho day.”

Kyosuke cudi tru.

“Ké dbc thadn nhu tbi von khdng du tu cach dé phan tich tdm
trang nhay cam cla nam n{r dang yéu, noéi gi dén viéc phong doan
nhirng cam xdc phutc tap nay sinh tir cdi tham sau nhat cda ai tinh...
Tuy nhién, t6i cd thé khang dinh la Kinue d& bi Hisashi hdp hon. C6
ta han chang la 1am gi dan 6ng, nhung Hisashi la ngudi dau tién
dem lai cho Kinue cdm giac khd xa rd&i. Trd tréu thay, hinh nhu han
lai khéng man ma vdéi c6 ta dén vay. Kinue mudn gilt Hisashi cho
riéng minh, mat khac cling khéng vat bé dugc 16i sng xa hoa da an
vao mau. Néu Takezo biét dugc quan hé gitra hai ngudi, co ta sé khd
thodt ki€p lang thang dau dudng x6é chg, ma tinh lang cling c6 thé



mat quyén thiua ké... Chinh hai dong cd nay da khdi day ban tinh
hung hiém ngu séu trong ldng Kinue.

“Cam xuc cla co ta dbi véi Tamae cling chang t6t dep gi. Hai
chi em von khong than thiét, thuc té la Kinue da mac ké Tamae lam
gai ding dudng, khdong hé ra tay giup d6 em. Thém vao do, co ta
con ghen tudng vai bat ki ngudi dan ba nao lang vang quanh Hisashi
n{ra. Thé nén, khi tinh lang dé cap tdi ké hoach, Kinue khéng phan
d6i, ma cd khi con hao hirng tan thanh ay chdr. Co Ié trong ba anh
em, c6 ta la nguGi k€ thua tron ven nhat ban tinh hung han cua me.
Kinue san sang giét hai anh em rudt thit va gia chét dé doc chiém
Hisashi cung khdi tai san kéch xu cua tinh lang va chinh vi thé€,
Hisashi khong thé nao vt bo cd ta dugc. Hét nhu con ran trén lung,
Kinue da dung mot siic manh vé hinh dé tréi chdt ngudi minh yéu.

“Vé Hisashi, hoan toan khéng c6 gi dé thdng cam ca. Xem xét &
mot géc dd nhat dinh, han ta cling la mot kiéu thién tai. Toi thuc su
kham phuc bd 6c da dung khung cho vu an nay. Tiéc la thién tai lac
16i, sa vao con dudng sai trai. Hisashi khdng co6 tinh nguGi, va dang
nhan hinh phat cao nhat vi da 18y thu han va phan bdi dé bao dap
an tinh. Khong thé dé han ti€p tuc sdng va cha dap nhan tinh thém
nira.”

Kyosuke két thidc cau chuyén, mat trng doé vi phan khich. Bap
lai, Eiichiro mot [an nita té I3i tri an vdi vé cam kich.

“Cau Kyosuke, chan thanh cam on cau vi da giup ching toi pha
giai vu an nay. That khong biét phai bao dap cau thé nao nira.”

“"Khong can dau a. TU nhdé toi da cuc ki cam han cai ac, cd I€
cling vi thé€ ma toi mdi chon con dudng nghién citu phap y nhu bay
gid. Co co hdi gop suc triét tiéu cai ac khoi xa hoi la toi man nguyén
roi. Sau nay cé gi can dén t6i, mong anh cir bao mot ti€ng.”

Kyosuke ding day va chia tay ra. Cam kich khong ndi nén Idi,
Eiichiro siét chat Iay ban tay ay.

Sau khi rGi khoi s& canh sat, Kyosuke cung Kenzo tan b qua
cong Sakurada dé tdi quang trudng hoang cung. H6m nay la mét
ngay nang dau dong, gid lanh hun hit lam diu dan con hao hing
cla Kenzo.



“Kyosuke nay, ti cd chuyén phai xin 16i cAu.” Anh dt khoat md
|5i.

“Sao vay?”

“T6i da giau cau mot diéu, vé Kinue..."

“Gi& ndi ra cling dé€ lIam gi nifa. T6i da ngd ngd ngay tU dau roi.
Viéc dua phong bi anh cho anh & ngay cudc thi hinh xam, nghe rat
thi€u tu nhién va thi€u thuyét phuc vé mat tam ly... Con ngudi chu
dong dan than xudng dia nguc nhu Kinue ngai gi thi doan dé dua
anh vao trong. Anh chat phac thé nay, dau sao noi co ta...” Kyosuke
ddng vién ban. “Khéng biét anh nghi sao, chir that ra Iap luan tudng
chirng chat ché cda toi van cé ké hd day. Thg xam thudng chi vé
dén dau xam dén do, dan dan hoan thién tirng phan mot, ch( chang
ai vé& ca blc hoa hoan chinh Ién ngudi khach hang roi mdi bat dau
xam... Cho nén, hinh Tsunade trong anh chua chac da la phac thao.”

“Vay, cd sao lai c6 tdm anh dé?”

“T6i dua ra dugdc két luan ban nay la nhG phu nhan mot 6ng co
dia vi trong xa hdi khong tién néu tén & day. Ngay sau hom dén
tham ti€n si Hayakawa, t6i da dudc dua tdi nha thg xam tung lam
cho ba ta...”

“Cau Kyosuke, ba ta la...!1?”

“Tuy anh tudng tugng. Quan trong la & do, lap luan vé phac
thao clia t6i da bi lung lay. RGi vao bé tac, toi chi biét Iat qua Iat lai
may quyén album trong tdm tay cho d& birc béi, va chinh hanh ddng
ay da dem vé mot thu hoach khong ngd. C6 mot tam chup ching
mudi ngudi dan ong dan ba dang pho6 hinh xam & mot nha tam cong
cong. Chdc la anh chup sy’ kién nao do6 cla Biéu Diing HGi. Trong
anh cé ca mét dra bé mucGi mot muGi hai trong kha dé thuang dang
nham mat tranh anh dén flash. Dang chd y la trén ngudi né c6 han
mot hinh xam hoa clc trai t nguc ra hai canh tay. Khong lam gi ¢
chuyén it tubi nhu vy ma da x&m dugc mdt hinh quy md dén thé,
nén chac la b6 me hay ai dé vé Ién da nd cho vui thoi. La vé, song
trong khong hé lac 16ng gira nhitng hinh xam khac.”

“Vay sao...”



“Tam anh ay da cung cd niém tin cua t6i vao lap luan lic trudc.
Song phai dén khi nghe ba kia giai thich, tdi mdi hiéu tai sao Kinue
lai v& mot hinh xam 16n dén thé 1én lung minh roi chup anh luu gilr
khoanh khac dy. Dudng nhu trén dgi nay co6 mot loai dan 6ng khong
hé c6 hirng vdi nhitng lan da nguyén sa. Hisashi tirng néi, muén ggi
hirng cho nhitng nguGi nhu vay thi hinh xam la mét chat xdc tac
khéng thé thiéu... Nhung nd cling chang phai thr dé dang hoan
thién trong ngay mét ngay hai, nén doi khi ngudi ta dung tdi hinh vé
nhu gidai phap thay thé tam thdi, tudng tu xe hdi chay dau thong
hay chay than.”

Xem chung ngay ca vdi tri tué cua Kyosuke, viéc ly giai nhitng
khia canh thuoc dia hat ai tinh van la ca mét thach thic. Cau khé
nhiu may véi vé u uat roi ti€p tuc.

“Ngudi yéu dau tién cla Kinue la mot thg anh sa nga. Ban than
ga cling xam minh... Néu Kinue bat dau xdm minh Ia vi tinh, thi co |1&
bic vé Tsunade la ki niém vé mot giac mong da tan tu thud ay...
Han chdng ai ngG blc vé rira trdi sau mot dém hoan lac nhiéu nam
trudc gid lai thanh dong cg gay ra mot vu an kinh hoang...”

“Chac han tién si Hayakawa ciing phai nhan ra it nhiéu roi. RGt
cudc, ngudi ma cau bao thay ay vira han vira khinh song van yéu
thuong hét muc la ai?”

“Di nhién la Kinue, a khong, la Orochimaru trén lung cb ta thi
dang hon. Theo suy doan va cdm nhan cua t6i thi cham nhat la vao
thdi diém dudc xem truc ti€p may tdm anh kia, thay da va I€ 13
Kinue con séng. Biét rd hung thu va vo cung cam han ké mau lanh
do, song tién si van mong c6 ta binh an v6 su, séng thém ngay nao
t6t ngay d6. Tham tam thay han la ngdp tran mau thuan. Tinh yéu
d6i véi da ngudi, tinh yéu doi vdi hinh xam... Cudc ddi nay qua la
sau xa kho ludng.” Kyosuke nhin xa xam vdéi anh mat nhu dang ngd
xudng vuc tham khong day.



Vai thang tr6i qua.

Mogami Hisashi bi toa so tham Tokyo tuyén an tu hinh dudc it
hom thi phong tiéu ban Khoa Y Pai hoc Tokyo chao don mét mau
vat md@i: tiéu ban hinh xam Orochimaru trén lung Kinue.

"0, dap lén tugng ban than ludn a?” Kamizu Kyosuke mim cudi,
dua mat nhin Matsushita Eiichiro.

“Vu an bat dau véi mot tir thi mat than, gid lai két thic ¢ mot
phan than thi€u dau va t{ chi. Qua la y trGi kho Iudng.” Eiichiro tram
ngam noi.

“MOt cd gai dang sd, nhung khdéng sao ghét ndi...” Tién si
Hayakawa lam bam, dé 16 mot phan tam tu phic tap. Kenzo hoan
toan hiéu va déng cam vdi nhirng 15i ay.

Pho tugng khdng dau khong tay chan, con ran udn lugn lén vai
tréi séng dong nhu that. Minh van bd giap Iudi, tay bét an, thuat si
Orochimaru ti€p tuc nhéch miéng, ngao nghé nhin ngudi dGi nhu thé
chua co chuyén gi xay ra.

Péi vdi Kinue, tat ca cd thé chi Ia mét dém phong dang, mot
man kich trudc khi budc qua canh clra dia nguc. Song vdi Kenzo, do
lai la mot ki Urc khd quén, mot ac mong kinh hoang nhung cling ngot
lim.

Nhu da bubng minh theo mach cam xic dat dao khai ggi tur
hinh xdm trudc mat, tat cd cr ding l1ang mai. Chi cd lan khdi tim
nhat tu di€u thudc cua Eiichiro va tién si Hayakawa la mac suc troi
noi khap khong gian, trong via gidbng may mu huyén ao do
Orochimaru dung yéu thuat tao ra, vira nhu' lan huong tram tuéng
niém ngudi da khuat.



LGi binh

Yamamae Yuzuru

(Nha nghién cuu tiéu thuyét trinh thdm)

Kamizu Kyosuke gap lai ngudi ban thdi dai hoc Matsushita
Kenzo vao mot ngay thang Mudi mot nam 1946, m6t nam sau khi
Thé chién 2 két thic. Dia diém la b& ao Shinji (thudng dudc biét dén
qua cai tén ao Sanshiro, dat theo tdc phdm clng tén cla dai vin
hao Natsume Soseki) trong vudn hoa Ikutoku cta phan hiéu Hongo
thudc Dai hoc Tokyo.

Sau nhiéu nam bi dong ddi chia tach va tuéng chirng déu da bo
mang ndi sa trudng, doi ban tinh cG tai ngd. Khong, cé I1é dbi vai ho,
cudc trung phung ¢ mai trudng xua nay la mot dinh ménh da dugc
an bai. Trong bao nhiéu tham t Irng danh tung xuat hién trén van
dan, chua mét ai ra mat ma gay cho tbi an tugng sau sac dén thé.

Kamizu Kyosuke.

Suy luan tai tinh va ngoai hinh tuan tU nhu tugng tac cla
Kamizu Kyosuke da dudc dé cip trong sach nay va nhiéu tdc pham
khac, nén t6i man phép khong ban thém. Thay vao dd, t6i mudn
don su chl y vao Matsushita Kenzo, nguSi sau nay sé trd thanh nha
van chuyén viét vé nhirng cudc phiéu luu cia tham td Itng danh



Kamizu Kyosuke. Trong Ngudi chét dé da, Kenzo bi cubn vao vong
x0dy clia mot toi ac kinh hoang ngay tUr dau, tham chi con déng vai
tro tham tr cho dén khi Kyosuke xuat hién. Tuy nhién, anh ta thudc
tip “Watson” dién hinh, chuyén lam nén cho ngudi ban thdm ti cua
minh. Tuy c6 khong it ddc diém khi€n ngudi ta phai cuGi ngdn ngam
nhu théi an thung uéng vai, song anh ta van la ban déng hanh dang
tin cay cua Kyosuke.

Sau mot hoi k& nodi han 6n, Kenzo dem an mang lién hoan dang
bao mon tam tri minh ra thao luan vdéi Kyosuke. Tham tir cia ching
ta 1ap tirc vao cudc hong pha giai bi &n clia vu an.

An mang dau tién dién ra tai mot ngdi nha & Shimo-Kitazawa.
Chinh Kenzo da phat hién ra xac chét trong phong tam va bao cho
anh trai la trudng phong diéu tra Matsushita Eiichiro. Phong tdm bi
khda trai nén anh ta chi ngé qua vét nit trén clra va thay tha gi
nhang nhac canh tay dut lia. Canh sat lién ap tdi, pha clra vao trong,
phat hién ra dau va td chi cia mot phu nir... MOt xac chét thi€u
phan than. Nhu dé€ tdng phan ki quai cho an mang phong kin nay,
mot 10 sén khdng hi€u & dau dén bo lic nhic trén bu clra so...
Trong khi thu thuat phong kin con chua lam rd, nhifng nguai lién
quan tdi vu an lai lién ti€p bi sat hai. Bat chap moi no luc dieu tra
clia canh sét va cta chinh Kenzo, hung thu van an kin.

Sau khi nghe Kenzo thuat lai tudng tan, Kyosuke mét mat cong
nhan vu nay nan giai, mat khac lai hung hon tuyén bd rang chi mot
tudn s& pha dudc. Qua la thdm tlr Iiing danh! Khdng con gi dé noil
P0c gia ching ta chi viéc mdc stc thudng thirc nhitng man suy luan
tai tinh sau dé thoi.

Khi nhac dén cum tir “tham t(r ling danh”, ta thudng lién tudng
ngay dén nhitng nhan vat hu cau. Song trong thuc té cling cé rat
nhiéu ngu’dl da van dung kha ndng tu duy logic dé dat dugc nerng
thanh cong vang doi. Vi nhu tur chuyen dong la Ilng (vdn khodng thé
giai thich bang dinh luat van vat hdp dan) clia Sao Thién Verng, Cac
nha thién van hoc & thé ki 19 da tinh toan ra quy dao va xac nhan
su’ ton tai clia thién thé ma sau nay dudc biét dén qua cai tén “Sao
Hai Vuong”. Trong cac linh vuc khac cling cé rat nhiéu vi du tucng



tu. Gidi ma bi 4n von chang phai dé tai doc quyén cla may cudn
ti€u thuyét trinh tham.

Trong thé€ gidi hoc thuat, toan hoc cd 1€ la nganh cé quan hé
gan glii nhat vdi thao tac pha an. Thudt nglr “Q.E.D"* dung dé chi
dap an cho bai toan cling thudng xuét hién trong cac tac pham trinh
tham. C3a hai déu co diém chung 1a chi cdn mdt vai gidy phut xuét
than dé tim ra I6i giai cho cau hdi kho, song mubn ching minh né la
ddng thi ludn can tdi kha nang lap luan logic.

Kamizu Kyosuke cua ching ta von di ciing la thién tai toan hoc.
Thud chua day déi muai, cau da hoan thanh mot thién luan van vdi
cai tén chi doc cling du vap va dugc dang tai trén tap chi hoc thuat
clia Dirc, xac 1ap “Pinh ly Kamizu” ma chac chdn ching ta khéng sao
hi€u ndi. Cr thé, ngay tir hdi con ngdi trén ghé nha trudng, Kyosuke
da dugc biét dén nhu mot thién tai kiét xuat. Cling vao giai doan
nay, cau boc 10 nhiéu phdm chéat thién phd cda mot tham t&r ki tai.
Giai thoai vé Kyosuke thud ay sé dugc trinh bay chi ti€t trong cudn
Téi ac & truong Phé théng S6 1, mét tdc pham tiéu biéu khac cla
Takagi Akimitsu, nén t6i sé khong tiét 10 thém nira dau.

PE Kamizu Kyosuke co thé ra mat déc gia qua Nguoi chét dé
da, Takagi Akimitsu da phai ném trai khong it khé khan vat va. Sau
khi tot nghi€p nganh Luyén kim khoa Ki thuat Cong nghé Pai hoc
Kyoto, 6ng vao lam viéc & hang ché tao may bay Nakajima, song lai
mat viéc ngay khi chién tranh két thdc. budc thay bdi khuyén viét
sach, 6ng bén bat tay nghién ciru linh vuc hoan toan mdi la nay.
Dua trén nhitng gi hoc héi dugc tir cac tdc phdm nhu Cung dan béo
oan* cua Yokomizo Seishi va Tham kich nha Takagi cia Tsunoda
Kikuo, chi trong vong ba tuan I, 6ng da hoan thanh ban thao Nguoi
chét dé da. Tuy nhién, du mang tiéu thuyét trinh thdm d3 cd nhitng
budc phat trién lién ti€p, nhung tinh trang thi€u thén vat chat néi
chung va gidy in ndi riéng sau chién tranh da khién khong mét nha
xuét ban nao chiu ti€p nhén tadc phdm clia mét cy but vd danh nhu
ong.

Trudc tinh canh dd, Takagi Akimitsu danh liéu guri ban thao cho
moét ngudi xa la. Thé la dén thdng Ndm nam 1948, tic pham cula
6ng dugc xuat ban kem theo I6i gidi thiéu cua dai van hao Edogawa



Ranpo. Takagi Akimitsu Iap tdc dudc ghi nhan nhu mét ngdi sao mdi
ndi trong lang trinh thdm. Y nhu su tich Lo Lem &y nhi? Di nhién
mot cay dai thu trong van dan nhu Edogawa Ranpo thuGng xuyén
nhan dudc ban thao cla rat nhiéu tac gia khac nhau, song chua mot
ai dat dugc thanh cong vang doi nhu Takagi Akimitsu.

Nguoi chét dé da la mot tac pham khién ban doc phai kinh ngac
ngay tu khi ra mat, song van tiép tuc dugc bd sung thém nhiéu tinh
ti€t mai. Theo tac gia thi tir khi trd thanh ti€u thuyét gia chuyén
nghi€p, 6ng van ludn lan can, chua thuc su hai long véi chat lugng
clia tdc phdm dau tay nay nén c miét mai chinh slra. Két cuc, phién
ban mdi dai gap déi ban dau da ra mat doc gia vao thang Mu’dl hai
ndm 1953. Di nhién van gitr nguyén ciu tric cd ban vé bi an xoay
quanh ba hinh xam Orochimaru, Jiraiya va Tsunade.

Nhu da qidi thiéu & dau truyén, hinh xam la mot nét van hda
thu vi xuat hién tU rat sém trong lich s loai nguGi. Vao thai Edo,
dudi anh hudng cla tranh phu thé, & Nhat Ban dd phat trién loai
hinh xam dam tinh nghé thuat, dat nén mong cho van hda xam
minh hién dai. Ban than Takagi Akimitsu cling yéu thich hinh xam va
dac biét an tugng vdi thién truyén Phién toa quan chung qudi go cla
Yanagiwara Ryokufu dang trén mot cudn tap chi ma 6ng doc tu hoi
ti€u hoc. CO 18 it ai ngd Ngudi chét dé da lai ¢ ngudn gbc tor mot
trai nghiém thud nhé cua tac gia nhi?

Bén canh hinh xam thi manh khée phong kin ciing la mot yéu to
chui chét clia tdc phdm nay. Tao dung phong kin trong mét ngdi nha
ki€u Nhat von dugc coi l1a mét thach thic bat tdn vdi cdc nha van
trinh tham. Nhu Edogawa Ranpo da noéi trong Ké tan bd trén tran
nha, moi phong trong nha Nhat cd ban la thong nhau. Tuy nhién,
phong tdm 1a mét ngoai 1€, bdi nd vén dudc thiét k& khép kin dé phu
hdp vdi muc dich s dung, chi can khda clra ra vao va clra sd la s&
thanh phong kin. Trudc khung canh xac chét bi cua rGi nam trong
phong kin, it nhiéu gi ngudi ta cling thdy t& moé mudh tim hiéu ré su
tinh. Khong dirng 8 dd, cach Kamizu Kyosuke pha gidi thu phap
phong kin dy bang tu duy vo cung linh hoat cling cuén hut téi mirc
dugc nhan dinh la d@ m& ra mét trang ma&i cho mo tip “an mang
phong kin” cta van hoc trinh tham Nhat Ban.



Trudc khi gdp lai cau ban than thdi dai hoc, Matsushita Kenzo
da chi ra 27 bi &n trong vu an nay. Liéu cd ai ngoai Kamizu Kyosuke
pha giadi dudc toan bd khdng? Mot tham tir vira tai hoa vira dién trai
lich 13m nhu vy, tht hdi ¢ ngudi hdm md tiéu thuyét trinh thdm
nao khdng bi thu hdt co ch? Qua hang loat tdc phadm tiép theo nhu
Ngdi nha bi nguyén rua, Cong chua Bach Tuyét, Quan tro phu thuay,
Guong mat hén ma, C6 gai dén tor mat trang, Kamizu Kyosuke da
mau chdng trd thanh nhan vat thdm tr tiéu biéu trong lang vén hoc
trinh tham Nhat Ban.

Pdng vai tro xudt phat diém cho nhén vat &y, Ngudi chét dé da
cho tGi nay van thudng xuyén gop mat trong nhdm dau cac bang
xép hang trinh thdm. C6 thé ndi day la mét tdc phdm khdng thé bo
qua ddi véi ban doc yéu thich thé loai nay. Dam bao doc di doc lai
bao nhiéu lan, ban van thay Kamizu Kyosuke rat la ngau day!



Xa hoi den Nhat Ban. Con goi la gokudo. (Chu thich trong sdch la
cla ngudi dich va Ban bién tap tiéng Viét)

1831-1845.
Tén cli cia Tokyo (dung tU cudi thai Heian cho t&i nam 1868).
Khu vuc BDong Nam quan Bunkyo, Tokyo.

Vu chat xac dién ra vao 7/3/1932 & Terashima-cho (quan Sumida,
Tokyo ngay nay). Soji Shimada (tac gia Tokyo hoang dao &n,
Hokkaido mé trén dn) tirng k€ chi tiét vé nd trong tac pham Wu dn
Ngoa Long Dinh. Tamanoi von la mot khu gai mai dam phat |én tUr
sau dong dat Kanto ndm 1923, xung quanh cé dao muang dé ngén
cac geisha tron thoat.

Tranh mau sdc sdc sd vdi dudng nét la nhitng dang thirc hinh hoc
thé hién vii tru va ban thé con ngudi.

Ki thuat théu xuat phat tu Phap thai Trung co, su’ dung nhirng mdii
théu thdng ding trén IuGi dét ta tam. Mot san pham Gobelin thudng
co tu 150 mau trg I1én.

Kim Thai Lang (cau bé vang). Tén thdi tré cia Sakata no Kintoki,
mot chién binh trong quan d6i Nhat Ban nira sau thé ki 10. Hinh
dang pho bién trong dan gian Ia cau bé deo yém, cam riu cuGi gau.
Hinh Kintaro cuGi ca chép thudng dudc dung trong ngay lé cac bé
trai 5/5.

T6 chirc cta thg xam, khach xam hay ngudi yéu thich hinh xam.

Orochimaru, Jiraiya va Tsunade la ba ninja trong truyén thuyét Nhat
Ban.

" \\

Trong ti€ng Nhat, “kinu” nghia la “lua”, “tama” nghia la “ngoc”.



Con rong do Bat bong Minh Vuang (mot trong Ngl Dai Minh Vuadng
clia Mat gido) hda thanh.

NGi gilta quan Minato va quan Chuo cua Tokyo, dugc biét dén nhu
khu vuc danh cho nhan vién van phong, nhat la véi gidi van phong
trung nién thi nd con ndi ti€ng hon Shibuya va Shinjuku. Ngoai ra,
Shinbashi con la ndi con d6 hay tu tap, hay xay ra xung dot bao luc.

Nay la mét phan cta Altria Group, Inc, My. Philip Morris thanh lap
nam 1847, nha san xuat thudc 13 16n nhat thé gidi. O day dung tén
cong ty nhung that ra thubc 12 cia ho c6 nhiéu nhan riéng:
Marlboro, Virginia Slims...

Thac & trung tam quan Kita, Tokyo. Nay thudc cbng vién Thac
Nanushi.

Doanh nghiép lién doanh gitra chinh pha D& quéc Nhat Ban va khoi
tu nhan, hoat dong tai mién Bac Trung Quoc trong giai doan 1938-
1945,

Nghia la: Cau Sukiya. Ban dau, nam 1629, & day c6 mdt cay cau da
bac qua sbng bén ngoai lau dai Edo. Nam 1929, phia Tay Bac cay
cau lan lugt xuat hién nhiéu céng trinh nhu nha hat, réi tdoa nha tru
sG Asahi Shimbun Tokyo... tao thanh mot thang canh doc dao & khu
Ginza. Ndm 1958 cau bi pha bo dé xay dudng cao téc Tokyo va dat
tén la Cau Sukiya mdi. Dan da, cong vién, dai tudng niém, cung
nhiéu toa nha tén Sukiya-bashi da moc Ién quanh day, rbi chinh khu
vuc nay cling dugc goi la Sukiya-bashi.

Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), nha t6i pham hoc, bac si tam than Y,
ngudi sang lap trudng nhan loai hoc toi pham.

Aprés-guerre: Ban dau chi trao luu hudng lac & cac do thi Au-My sau
Thé chién 1. Sau Thé chién 2, cum tUr nay & Nhat chi 16i s6ng thoi
nat, tha hoa, vo dao durec.

10.000 yén bay giG xap xi 80 tri€éu dong Viét Nam hién nay.



B4y gi& hé phd thong & Nhat kéo dai ba ndm, cd thé kiém ludn ci
chuong trinh du bi cho bac dai hoc (tuong duong I6p 12, nam 1-2
dai hoc hién tai). Trudng Phd thong S6 1 la tién than cta nhiéu co
s@ giao duc danh tiéng ngay nay nhu khoa Gido duc DPai cudng Dai
hoc Tokyo, Khoa Y-Dugc Pai hoc Chiba.

MOt ki€u do truyén thdng, tay rong, vat md, cé dai lung.
Tén cli cua Tokyo va khu vuc lan can.
CG tudng Nhat Ban.

Bac thap nhat trong chin bac trinh d6 cua ki thu shogi chuyén
nghi€ép/ ban chuyén thdi bay gid.

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), nha phan td&m hoc ngudi Ao.

Xe héa. Xe ludn trong tinh trang bdc chay phirng phirng, chuyén chd
vong linh nhitng ké da lam diéu ac xudng dia nguc.

Vg 1€ cla tudng quén Yoshitsune, ndi tiéng vi nhay mua dep va s6
phan bi kich, mét trong nhitng nhan vat lich sir dugc yéu thich nhat
cla ngudi Nhat.

Trang thai pham quy khi hai con t6t cuing nam trén mét hang doc.

L3p kinh dung dé luu lai hinh anh trong cac loai may anh trudc khi
phim cubn ra ddi.

Joshi-teishintai. TG chirc ton tai trong giai doan 1944-1945 & Nhét,
quy tu nir gidi 12-40 tudi dé trién khai cac hoat dong tang gia san
xuat phuc vu chién tranh.

M6t séc lénh do chinh phd Minh Tri ban hanh ndm 1872 nham xda
bd cac tap tuc lac hdu, thic day qua trinh Au hda. Bai bd vao ndm
1948.

8 triéu yén bay giG xap xi 65 ti dong Viét Nam dong hién nay.



(Tiéng Trung) Banh vay.

Nhdn vt thdm tl trong ti€u thuyét cla nha vdn My Willard
Huntington Wright (1888-1939).

Con goi la cG thé hay cg tan nghe thuat. Mot cach chai trong shogi.
Ban cg da sap san thé trdn va nudc di, thudng chi c6 mét phuong
an ding dé pha giai va chiéu tudng doi phu’dng

An mang dién ra vao 18/5/1936, tai mot phong tra & Oku, quan
Arakawa, Tokyo. M6t gdi lang chai la Abe Sada (1905-?) d& bdp co
ngudi tinh va cat bé phan sinh duc cla anh ta, nguyén nhan dugc
xac dinh la do qua mé dam, ban an la sdu ndm tu. Bao chi va cong
ching quan tdm d&c biét khién vu &n va hung thd déu trd nén ndi
ti€ng. Man han tu, Sada doi tén va két hén. Nhung sau chién tranh,
truyén thong quan tam trd lai, khui ra danh tinh that cta Sada, vu
an dugc dua ca lén man bac va chudng trinh truyén hinh. Sada tan
dung danh tiéng nay, lam an rat phat dat trong nganh nha hang
khach san. Ndm 1971, & tudi 65, c6 ta dung tién du dé mét thanh
nién quan hé véi minh. Vu viéc v3 18, Sada dé lai mot 1& thu rdi mét
tich, tur do khong ai con trong thay cob ta nira.

Bién phdp khan cdp dugc Chinh phu Nh&t Ban thi hanh tir thang
2/1946 cho tdi thang 7/1948 nhdam ddi phd vdi tinh trang lam phat
phi ma dudng thdai.

Tinh ly cda tinh Ibaraki, cach Tokyo han 100 km.

(1871-1908), nha tha va tiéu thuyét gia Nhat Ban. Ndm 1888, 6ng
nhap hoc Cao dang Ki thuat Tokyo (tién than cla Dai hoc Waseda),
sau bo hoc vi bat man véi nha truGng, di lam giang vién, nha bao,
bién tap vién tap chi... Ong lam nhiéu thd vao giai doan dau van
nghiép, giai doan gilta va cudi tdp trung vao tiéu thuyét, chiu anh
hudng sau sac cla chi nghia da cam va “trd vé vdi thién nhién” cla
nha thd Anh William Wordsworth. Kunikida Doppo dugc ca nggi la
ngudi tién phong cla van hoc tu nhién ¢ Nhat Ban. Nam 1898, 6ng
xudt ban tdc phdm ndi tiéng Musashino, miéu ta vé dep clta khu



rirng rung 1a & Musashino, qua dé thé hién tinh yéu clia minh ddi véi
canh sdc thién nhién.

NUi Ira ndi ti€éng, cao 764 mét, toa lac trén dao chinh clia quan dao
Izu, Tokyo, vGi d6 cao 764 mét, tUung phun trao dir doi vao nam
1986, canh tugng rat ngoan muc. L’a cla nui nay dugc dan dia
phuang goi la “Itra thiéng”. NUi Mihara cling la mét dia di€ém tu tor
ndi ti€ng & Nhat Ban. Ndm 1933, mdt nit sinh tén Matsumoto Kiyoko
da nhay xuéng miéng nui Ira tu tlr, kéo theo gan 1000 nguGi hanh
dong tudng tu vé sau. BGi thé Matsumoto Kiyoko dugc ménh danh
la “*ngudi dan dudng cho tir than”, chinh me c6 cling tu tir & day.

Thudc thanh phd Nikko, tinh Tochigi. Nikko cé 48 thac nudc, ndi
tiéng nhat chinh 1a thac Kegon. Thac dd xuéng tir blrc tudng da cao
97 mét. Vao mua thu, 1a dé tuci tham xung quanh, vao mua dong,
thac déng thanh bang xanh. Nhd canh quan tudi dep ki vi, con thac
nay dugc xép vao mot trong ba thac nudc ndi tiéng nhat Nhat Ban.

MGt tén trom khét ti€ng trong lich sir Nhat Ban c6 dai. Tén day du la
Benten Kozo Kikunosuke, dién trai, thich mac kimono cua phu nir dé
Ira tinh. Rat pho bién trong van hda dai chdng.

Loai c8 dung dé bao chay vao thdi Edo.

Loai rém ngan treo clra, c6 mot hay nhiéu khia doc tU mép dudi tai
gan mép trén.

Loai tréng cd hinh dang tua dong ho cat, khi gd thudng dat trén vai.
Trong Hatsune la do thién hoang ban tdang cho tudng quan
Yoshitsune vdi diéu kién 6ng phai di chinh phat anh trai minh. Vi thé
Yoshitsune dung ma dem trong giao cho nang Shizuka Gozen.

Theo dién tich c6, trdng Hatsune cdng bang da cha me cla con hd
ly nay. Vi muén & bén cha me, nd mdGi hdéa than thanh Sato
Tadanobu theo hau Yoshitsune.



Hat mudi giong hat tuyét, viéc rac mudi gidng nhu tuyét rai, dugc
coi nhu' mét biéu tugng cla sach sé va tot lanh. R&c mudi trudc clia
hang hodc nha & co chdc nang tranh ta, cau phic, mudbi con dugc
dung dé xua dudi xui rui ta khi khi g&p phién phic hodc sau khi di
dam tang vé.

Chi chung cac loai rugu trang dugc 1én men va chung cat tur IUa
mach, khoai, gao... vGi d6 con tbi da 45%.

Nghia la: ndéi ngudi phai nghi dén ta; phai xem xét ki luGng trudc khi
ndi/lam gi.

P3t theo nhan vét trong tiéu thuyét cung tén cla Natsume Soseki.
Ban vi clia dai s6 cd phép chia.

Luan van, dinh ly, tap chi... dé cap & day déu la hu cau.

500 yén bay giG xap xi 150 triéu dong Viét Nam hién nay.

Theo luét chuyén nghiép, quan tréng sé dugc cong 6,5-7,5 muc dé
bu cho bat Igi gap phai khi di sau.

Trinh d6 cao nh&t ma mét ki thd nghiép du’ c6 thé dat tdi.

Fujiwara no Kagekiyo (?-1196?), v tudng mu, do tu' moc mat vi
khong muodn nhin thién ha cia Mac phu Kamakura.

Tac phdm cla Johann Wolfgang Goethe (1749-1832).

(Tiéng La tinh) Quod erat, demonstrandum. Piéu da dugc ching
minh.

IPM phat hanh 12/2020.
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