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Nhat Chiéu

Truyén ngi n

Nguoi an gi6 va qua chuong bay di
Mua mat na

Vié ttén trén nudc



TRUYEN NHO

SMALL-SIZED STORIES



Buc tranh

GiUa sa mAc. Dé 1am dju con khét cia minh, chang hoa si da vé
trén cat mot con suo 1.

Khi chang b6 di, mét mach nuée ngd m da tran 1én bire tranh khe
sud iavy.

Poan lir hanh d3 tim tha y x4c chang hoa si cach d6 khéng xa.
Diu sao di nita, ho dd u6 ng nudc thoa thué.

A painting

In the desert, a painter drew a spring on the sand to reduce his
thirst.

After his departure, a source of groundwater erupted and flowed
over that painting of the spring.



A caravan found the painter’s dead body nearby. Anyway, they
enjoyed drinking the water from the newly erupted source.



Cu0 icungvada utién

GIUA CON HO NG THUY, nang tinh day trén mot con thuyé n la
véi nguoi dan 6ng la.

- Tai sao thé” nay? Anh ba 't coc tdi a?

- Khéng con cach nao khac. Bay gio nang la nguoi con gai cud i
cung.

Nang ngd i khéc. Nhu thé chwa du mua, chua da ho ng thuy.

RO i nang cling ngu6i. Boi vi, qua that, nang cling khong con cach
nao khac.

Vai tram nam sau, nhan gian lai dong dtc nhu xua. Ho goi nang la
nguoi con gai da u tién.

The last and the first

In the middle of the Great Flood, she regained consciousness in a
strange ark with a strange man.

- Why did things happen this way? Did you kidnap me?
- I had no choice. You are the last girl.

She cried as if there had been neither enough rains, nor enough
Great Flood.



Then she was gradually subsiding. She had no choice, either.

*

Hundreds of years later, human beings grow crowded again as
they did before. People call her the first girl.



Tiéu thuyé t trinh tham
Trong mot gid ¢ mo lau rd i,
Pé n bay gio, téi van con tim kié m ké sat nhan.
Y dang chuan bj, t6i bié t, gié "t toi trong nhitng gia ¢ mo khac.

Dya vao tin dé n ciing nhimg ngud n tin dang tin cay khac nhau,
ké sat nhan c6 thé 1a:

a. Khong ai khac ngoai cha toi

b. Vo t6i da "y thoi

c. Chinh ban than to6i

Cudc tim kié 'm cua t6i c6 thé do vay ma thié "u hiéu qua.
Detective novel

In a dream long time ago, I was killed.

Up until now, I'm still looking for the murderer.

I know he is planning to kill me in other dreams.

Based on rumors and other reliable sources, the murderer may
be:

a. Nobody else but my father
b. My wife

c. I myself



Perhaps because of that my search has been inefficient.



Té vatluan

Triang dang tan ra, tan cai soi chié¢ u thanh hé va hé dang co6
duc, duc cai long lanh thanh trang.

- Sao h6 ménh mong thé ! Tring ta tha y minh nho nhoi qua!
- Tring dang mo r6 i 6. Hay h6é ta dang mo?
Discussion on Making all things equal

The Moon is melting: it is melting its reflection to form a pond;
and the pond is thickening: it is thickening its reflected sparkles to
form a moon.

“How vast the pond is! As the Moon, I feel myself so small.”

You are dreaming, dear Moon! Or am I myself-the pond
dreaming?



Thé” gidi 40

Nang dang ngd i truéc may tinh. Pi ngang ban nang, mot nam
d6 ng nghiép noi:

- La qué, t6i tha 'y chi dang ngd i ci 't téc bén kia duong moi tire
thi. Chi khong thé nao di nhanh hon t6i duoc!

Nang ngd i trude may ca budi sang nay chua hé  roi ban.
bi ngang ban nang, mét nit d6 ng nghiép noi:

- RO rang chi ngd i ci’t toc bén kia duong ma, 1& ndo lai d6 ng
thoi ngo i day?

Nhié u ngay nay, nang khong hé " di dau ci 't téc. Di ngang ban
nang, chi tap vu néi:
- Thua ¢, c6 khong phai dang ngd i ci t toc bén kia duong sao?
bing bat day, nang lao ra cua.
Virtual world

She is sitting in front of the computer. Passing by her desk, a male
colleague says, “That’s strange. I just saw you getting your hair cut on
the other side of the street. You couldn’t go faster than me.”

She has been sitting in front of the computer the whole morning
without leaving her desk. Passing by her desk, a female colleague
says, “You are obviously having a haircut on the other side of the
street, how could you also be here simultaneously?” She did not go
out for a haircut during the last few days. Crossing by her desk, a



female janitor says, “Dear Madam, you are having your hair cut on
the other side of the street, aren’t you?”

Jumping up, she throws herself towards the door.



Guong

L4 n da u tién, c6 nguoi dua cho N. mot chié ¢ guong soi. Tur d9,
N. lu6n mang theo guong bén minh.

“Con nguoi khong nén nhin tha y guong mat cua chinh minh. Ké
phat minh ra guong soi da da u ddc trai tim nguoi.” Pessoa noi vay.

Mot hom, N. danh ma 't gwong. Tim kha p noi, cud i ciing chang
dé n mot dong sud i. N6 gié ng guong qua. Va chang trd m minh.

Héba than thanh guong soi.

Mirror

It was the first time someone gave N. a mirror. Since then, N. has
never gone out without his mirror.

“Human shouldn’t see his face. The mirror inventor poisoned
human heart”, said Pessoa.



One day, N. loses his mirror. Having searched for it everywhere,
he finally gets to a spring. It looks very much like a mirror. And he
drowns himself,

Metamorphosing into a mirror.



Tén trom
Thié n su doc cho ngudi dan 6ng nghe bai tho méi vira soan xong:
Tén trom diré i
bo quén bén cira sb
mot vA ng tring soi

Bira sau, nguoi dan ong tré lai, ké ra ng 6ng cting vira bi trém ho i
hom.

- Tén trom duong nhu khong 14"y gi hé t. Nhung vo t6i thuong
ngd ibeén cira s6 thi @4 bié n ma 't trong dém. Khong bié 't cb phai la
cung mot tén trom da vié ng nha tha y khong?

Phi n d4 u truyén lién quan dé n thié u su Rydkan, tac gia bai
tho ling danh trén. Pha n con lai c6 thé 1a gid ¢ mo cua chinh thié n
su, tuy vay chua tirng c6 sach nao ghi chép no.

A thief

A Zen master reads his just finished poem to a man:
The thief

left it behind:

the moon at my window.



Next day, the man comes back telling the thief has just visited his
house at night:

“The thief seemed to take nothing. However my wife usually
sitting by the window disappeared that night. I wonder if he is the
same thief who visited your house before.”

The first part of this story is related to Zen master Ryokan, who
wrote the above famous poem. The rest may be his dream but it has
not ever been seen in any record yet.



Chié ¢ nhan

bi lam vé , nang chua kip budc vao nha thi “C6 1a ai?” chd ng
nang hoi.

Trén duong vé , nang da danh roi chié ¢ nhan cuéi y nhu
Shakuntala.

Nghe néi nang da di mua chié ¢ nhin khac. Con chd ng nang thi
biét tich.

The ring

Backing from work, when she hasn’t stepped into the house yet,
her husband asks: “Who are you?”

On her way home, she accidentally dropped her wedding ring just
as Shakuntala.

It is said that she has bought another ring, but her husband’s
disappeared without leaving a single trace.



Ca du

Hai con ca du boi 16i dudi song Hao, nhin tha y hai nguoi dung
trén ca u.

- Hai nguoi trén 4y dang bud n.
- P ng 4y khong phai 1a nguoi, sao bié "t dwgc ngudi bud n?

- Pi ng 4"y khong phai 1a t6, sao bié "t té khong bié " t? Té boi gitra
song Hao ma bié "t théi.

Nhanh nhu ca t, m6t con chim lao xu6 ng nudc, dép gon hai con
ca du.

Cudc tranh luan dwong nhién 1a chd m dut.

Thryssas

Two thryssas swim at ease in the hao river, and they see two
people standing on the bridge.



- Both of them are sad.
- You’re not human - how do you know these men are sad?

- You are not me, how do you know that I do not know? I know it
as I'm swimming in the Hao River.

Like a streak of lightening, a bird dives into the river and catches
the two fishes.

The debate is absolutely over.



Mot cach 1€ do

Do nha m lan, y dugc dwa dé n Thién Pang. Qua khéi cong, y
nghe hat:

Chao mimng dé n véi Coi Troi!
O day chi c6 nié m vui.
Chua bao gio y nghe mot tié ng hat budé n dé nthé .

“Nié m vui trong ngdén ngir noi nay chi ¢ 1a tén khac cua ndi
bu6é n chang?”

Y ther néi 1én y nghi cia minh véi mot thién tha n canh gac. Mot
cach 1é do.

Lap tire, y bi t6 ng xud ng dia nguc.
Politeness

By mistake, he is sent to heaven. Having passed through the gate,
he hears someone singing:

Welcome to the Realm of God!

Here exists only joy .

He’s never heard such a sorrowful singing.

“The joy in this world’s language means sadness, doesn’t it?”

He tries to express his thought to a guardian angel. Very politely.



Instantly, he is expelled to hell.



TRUYEN LA

STORIES OF THE STRANGE



Vit la
Nguoi ta khai quat duoge mot vat la. Khong ai bié 't @6 1a gi.

Khong cach nao do ra dugc nién dai cua n6. Duong nhu dé 1a mot
vat thé dé n tir hanh tinh khac. Ma ciing c6 thé @& n tir twong lai.

Co vO sO cach dién giai vé vat la d6. Va moi dién giai dé utha 't
bai hoaclara t it y nghia.

Cud i cung ciing di & n quyé t dinh: Ném vt la xué ng bién.

Dé tuong lai con c6 cai ma khai quat. Va lai s& c6 v s6  cach dién

giai vé né.
H&i vat la, mi 1a cai gi?
Unidentified object
They excavate an unidentified object. Nobody knows what it is.

There is no way to trace its date. It seems to come from another
planet. Or maybe from the future.

There exists no end of explanation about that object. All of them
go wrong or have just little sense.

Finally here comes the decision to throw the object into the sea.

With a purpose that future human would have something to
excavate. And there would have a lot of explanation, too.

Dear the unidentified object, what are you?



Vong

La nguoi cud i cung duoc phong vao vii try, anh nhin tha y trai
da "t no tan.

Missing

Being the last man launched into the universe, he sees the earth
exploding.



Nguoi la

Khi t6i m¢ cira vao phong, c6 méot nguoi la dang ngo i doc nhat
bao.

- T6i la nguoi thay thé . Thoi gian tam tra cua 6ng da hé 't.

- Sao co? Toi dong tié n tro da y du, dtng han. Ngay mai moi
dé nky.

- Pié u @6 dau ngin can hom nay 1a thoi han chét cua 6ng, phai
vay khong?

Loi noi cua y lanh lanh, noi gié, ném t6i ra khoi cira va danh bat t6i
ra khoi cudc 6 tro 1a n ho iba ylau nay, bay vao co6i chua bié t.

Stranger

When I open the door, a stranger sits there, reading a newspaper.
- I'm a replacement. Your temporary residence is expired.

-Why? I always send rental fee on time. Tomorrow is just the
deadline.

- It couldn’t prevent that today is your deadline, could it?

His voice is piercing, raises the wind, throws me out of the door
and dislodges me from my gradual boarding life for so long.



Hang t6 i

Khi y bat dén pin trong hang t6 i, ci so ngudi nhin y b ng cip
mi ttro ng réng. Va giong noéi kho khd ¢ vang ré n:

- Mi van chua quén 4nh sang u?
Dark cave

When he turns on the torch in a dark cave, the skull looks at him
by its empty orbit. Then a very dry voice resounds:

- You haven’t forgotten the light, have you?



Th la
Tir trong ti con tht la chui ra, dung d6 i dién véi t6i.
- Ngai sai bao gi a?
- Mi... a khéng... ta khong...
- Ngai khong nhé ra ké to6i t¢ nay a?
- Quen... Khong ¢6 ai quen véi ta hon mi.
-Thé ...

Va t6i sai con thu la di lam moét viéec ma ban than t6i khong dam

lam.
Unknown animal

From myself there is an unknown animal appears, standing in
front of me:

- My master, what do you order me?

- You... oh no. I am not...

- You forget your slave, don’t you?

- Yes I know you. Nothing is familiar to me than you.
- So...

Then I send that animal to do a job that I myself wouldn’t dare to
do so.



Co
Nguoi dan duong dua t6i vuot thoi gian.

Trong cong vién 1am ba ng hop cha 't xanh ¢, t6i gip mot dua tré
di dao véi Walt Whitman va nghe ho tro chuyén.

bura tré hoi Co la gi va xoe doi ban tay khong.

Nha tho dap ra ng d6 1a mot thir thudée vé ky we cua loai ngudi.
Va Whitman ba t da u cau chuyén c tich vé  co.

S5t ruét, toi giuc nguoi din duong dua toi tro vé .

Liéu co6 ¢6 con khong?

Grass

The guide takes me through the time

In a park made by green mix, I meet a child walking with Walt
Whitman and hear about their story.

The child asks what grass is and opens its empty hands.
The poet replies that thing belongs to human’s memory.
Then Whitman starts telling a fairy tale about grass.

So anxious, I urge the guide to take me back

I wonder if the grass is still alive.



Qua

Chang sinh vién nhin tha 'y dta bé d6i nad m khoc bén vé dudong
ma trong tay chang thi chi c6 cué n Bud n Non.

Chang dit quyén sach xudé ng bén dwra bé vira lic
né trat hoi thé cud i cung.
Mot b gai dat xud ng qua bong béng xanh.
Mot ca si dat xud ng con g u bong.
Mot cap tinh nhan dit xudé ng ma’y canh hoa.
Mot thuong gia dit xud ng cai trang tho.
Mot quan chire dat xudé ng to gia y khen.
T dau @6 nhin xud ng, linh hd n bé ty nhu:
Hom nay minh c6 nhié u qua ting qua!
Pung gd n d6, mot trié "t gia lam bam:
Truéc Thuong dé”, mot dira bé ché "t d6i khong co
gia tri gi ca.

The gift

The student sees a crying child being on the verge of starvation by
the roadside while he just has the book Nausea in hands.

He places the book by the child just as it



passes away.

A girl lays a blue balloon

A singer places a stuffed bear

A couple puts down some flowers

A businessman lays an altar

An official lays a trophy.

From somewhere looking down, the child’s soul
talks to itself:

Today I got a lot of gifts

Near by, a philosopher mumbles:

In front of God, a dying starving child has

no worth.



Qua n 4o khong vua

Trong trang phuc méi, nha vua diéu hanh. Lénh cho dan ching
hom & y khong ai duoc mic qua n 4o, phai hoan toan trd n trudé ng.
Mot dira bé (t6 ng ngd ng) reo lén:

- A ha! Qua n 40 dep qua! Qua n 4o dang di! Qua n 4o khong
vua!

Moi nguoi (t6 ng ngé ng) 6 lén:
- Vua dau ro i?
- Vuua daau rod i?

Clothes without the King

In his new custom, the King starts the march. That day, it is
commanded that people must not wear clothes and all must be
totally naked. A (naked) child acclaims:

Aha! Beautiful custom! Clothes are walking. Clothes without the
King!

(Naked) People surprise:
- Where is the King?

- Where is the King?



Phép la
Tuong khoc! Tuong khoc!
Nguoi ta @6 x6 @& n quy lay. Chat kin duong.
Tuong khoc! Tuong khoc!
Nguoi ta vira ¢d u nguyén vira khoc.
M6t con mua ap dé n. Ngudi ta chay tan loan,
giam dap 1én nhau. Ché "t mot em bé.
Ché 't trong mua mot em bé.
Tuong khoc! Tuong khoc!
Miracle
Crying statue! Crying statue!
People flock into there to kowtow. Overcrowded road.
Crying statue! Crying statue!
They pray while crying.

It is raining. People run away chaotically, trampling across each
other. Die a child.

Die in the rain a child.

Crying statue! Crying statue!



Cura
Ctra van mé mdi 14 ny g6, nhung KHONG CO AL
The door

The door is open whenever he knocks on but there is NOBODY.



Tu su

“Co mua.” Dé n tir mot noi kho han, y ké “Ban da u la mua hoa,
sau do6 la mua rac.”

-

Narrative

“It was raining”, said the man comes from the land of drought,
“First it was rain of flowers then the rain of rubbish.”



Duoc
Trude khi ché t, T6 Nhu noi, “Puoc.”

Tu thA n dén 6ng mim cuoi, “Tuyét! P6 13 bai tho hay nha 't caa

A »

ong.
It’s alright.
Before passing away, Nguyen Du said: “It’s alright”

The Death welcomes him with a smile: “Great! It is your best
poem”.



TRUYEN PEM

STORIES OF THE NIGHT



Canh cira cia nang

Vuot thoat trong hoan ca va rd i nang bat khoc khi nhan ra minh
da ty nh6 t minh ba "y lau sau canh cira khong hé ™ c6 khéa.

Her gate

After her jail-breaking full of joyful singings, she suddenly bursts
into tears when recognizing that she has imprisoned herself for such
a long time behind an unlocked door.



Vao

Tié ng chudng nta dém vong dé n thuyé n khi anh vao siu trong
nang.

Entering

The echo of a midnight bell reaches the boat while he is entering
deeply into her.



Tro lai

Tro lai trd n gian, hac vang nghe tha 'y nguoi ta bay gio noi voi
nhau bd ng giong két.

Returning

Returning to human world, the golden crane hears people now
talking to each other by a parrot-voice.



Binh dang
Thu sinh da ché "t khi ma hd vao phong, mong binh ding.
Equality

A literatus died when a fox-spirit entered his room, desiring for
equality.



Doi ngoi
Sao doi ngéi roi , nang noi.
Binary star

“The primary and secondary of a binary star have interchanged
their positions,” she said.



Khat

Khi moi nguoi trong thanh ph6™ hoéa d4 cardé i, moét ba u v cing
sira trong bong t6 i bay di tim d6i bo moi bié t khat.

Thirstiness

When the whole town has turned into rocks, a swelling nursing
breast flies in the darkness looking for thirsty lips.



Lén bo

Bién can dA n, Ngu nir 1én bo tim tha pham, mdi buée di dau nhéi.

Going ashore

The ocean is drying up. A Mermaid steps ashore, hunting for the
culprit of the drought, and feeling acutely painful in each footstep.



Troi

Roi tir chié ¢ ca u gay, nha su va c6 gai dié m theo dong tréi ra
dai duong.

Drifting

Falling down from a broken bridge, a monk and a prostitute are
swept away by the stream, and drift to the ocean.



Poc nha 't

Cho cay gb quy di ré i, tén 1am tic cham lta vio RUNG mimg bau
vat d&oc nha 't con lai.

Uniqueness

After stealing the valuable tree, the forest thief inflames the
WOOD to celebrate his now uniquely surviving treasure.



BA u troi xanh
Hi n s6 ng trong cai hop.
Mot hém, ha n thir mo nd p hop ra.

Gap cai hop 16n hon chira dung cai ha n vira mo. M¢ tié p, lai
cham phai cai hop 1én hon ntta...

Nhiing nguoi ndi véi tave ba u troi xanh, ha n ty nhu, chi la bon
noi lao.

Blue sky

He lives in a box.

One day, he tries to open the lid,



Only to see a bigger box containing the opened one. He keeps
opening its lid, and finds himself in another bigger box...

“Men who told me about the blue sky”, he talks to himself, “are
liars.”



Piém S

Kham ph4 ra diém cuc nhay cua trai da "t va dat tén 1a diém S, nha
bac hoc S. bi dua 1én gian hoa thiéu s6 ng theo 1énh cia Nit hoang.
Trén loan sang ltc 4"y, Nir hoang ra 1én cuc khoai vira khi ba cham
dé n diém S cua minh.

Point S

After discovering the most sensitive point of the earth and
naming it S, the scientist S. is condemned to the stake by the Queen’s
order. In the Queen’s bed at the same time with the execution, the
Queen screams out during orgasm when she touches her S point.



Con song

Ty minh tach ra khoi bién, mot con séng lang thang di vao lang
ban dém, trong gid ng mot bong ma tra ng mo.

Nhin tha y mot @6 ng lia, né ty nhia: Cai nay 1a gi ma mot minh
16ng 1y, mot minh nhay maa va dep dir doi dé n thé ? Ly tuéng ma
ta cho doi bao nam troi l1a day!

Va con song tha minh cu6é ngcud ng vao lira.
Ca hai dé u ché t, ngon ltra va con song.

Wave

Separating itself from the sea, a wave looks like a vaporous ghost,
and wanders in a village at night.

Seeing a fire, the wave talks to itself: ‘What is this self-splendid,
self-dancing and formidably beautiful thing? Here is definitely the
ideal for which I have been looking for years!’

Then the wave hurriedly jumps into the fire.

Both of them, the wave and the fire, died.



So

Ty tr ma khong ché t, nang thé” nao nhi?
C6 nguoi tha 'y nang khéc.
Ké thi bao nang cam lang.
Nguoi thi tin ri ng nang dién.
Lai con tin d6 n nang s& ty tr 14 n nia.
Khong c6 gi hé 't, nang chi sg trang diém khong
kip trude khi dé n cong ty.

Fear
Having committed suicide unsuccessfully,
and still alive, how is she now?
Someone sees her crying,
Someone else says she keeps silent.
Others believe she turns crazy
And there is also rumor that she will commit
suicide again.

No such things as those happen. She is only afraid of not having
enough time for her make-up before going to work.



Panh va n
Gip nhau dudi chan nui, hai tin @6 tranh nhau gao:
- M. 1a Thuong dé~ duy nha"t!
- A. méi 1a Thuong @&~ duy nha t.
Trong mailé u dudi chan nti, mot dea bé tap danh va n.
- A, Mo a MA.

Bén ngoai, hai tin @6 vAan tié p tuc gdo tén Thuong dé~ cua ho va
vung gay hanh huong d4p nhau dé n ché t.

Spelling

Meeting at the foot of the mountain, two religious believers shout
out to each other:

M. is the only God!
A. is really the only God!

Under the roof of a poor cabin at the foot of the mountain, a child
is trying to spell:

MA, M and A [MA is a Viethamese word, meaning “Ghost”]

Outside, two followers are still shouting out their Gods’ names,
waving their pilgrimage sticks and beating each other to death.



TRUYEN PAU

STORIES OF SOMEWHERE



Tié n hoa

Ca anh cling khong bié 't 1a minh d4 ho4 thanh tinh tinh that bao
gio sau nhié u nim déng vai tinh tinh trong ganh xié c.

Evolution



Having played chimpanzee in the circus for a long time, he
himself doesn’t know whenever he transformed into a real
chimpanzee.



Coc

Chon minh nhié u thang rong, cu6 i cung con coc trong hang
cling nhay ra, r6 i ngé i do, r6 i nhay di; lam quen v6i mot nha tho
va dé n gio, ca hai tié p tuc budc nhay trén duong doi.

The Toad



After secluding himself in a cave for months, the Toad finally
jumps out, sits there, jumps away, makes friend with a poet, and up
to now both of them still jump on their road of life.



Cuc lac la dau?
DAY, T6  Nit dap.
(tap H6 Xuan Huong)
Where is the Land of Bliss?
“HERE”, the Simple Woman Sunu replied.

(Imitating Ho Xuan Huong)



Tro tan

S6 ng lai, Phuong Hoang kinh ngac nhin tha 'y thé” giéi con nguoi
da bié n thanh tro tan ca ré i, bén kéu 1én, “Co ai khéng? Hay s6 ng
lai tr tan tro di nao, lam on di!”



Ashes



Reborn anew to live again, the Phoenix is surprised when seeing
the entire human world has turned into ashes. It cries out: “Is there
anybody here? Be reborn from ashes, please!”



Ma troi

Véi o gai dién chay theo trén d6 ng, ma troi ty nhu: c6 ta cling tir
xuong cd t bd ¢ 1én ma chay trong khong khi nhu ta v va ta yéu ré i

u?

The jack-o-lantern



Being followed by a mad girl running along the field, a jack-o-
lantern talked to himself: “Is she also produced by organic decay and
ignited into fire in the air like me, and have I fallen in love with her
already?”



Tinh
Tinh nhan lai gap tinh nhan, (3145)
mot xe trong ¢o6i ho ng trd n nhu bay! (907)
(tap Kié u)

Love

Lover meets lover, again
A carriage is moving fast as if flying in the dusty world.

(Imitating Kieu)



Tié ng tho dai

Vao dugce dong kho bau ré i, con ngudi 4y nhan ra dau ciing chira
nhirng tht ma minh da timg vat bé di nhu vai mo i tinh, long tu
trong... vard i ca hang dong né tung trong maot tié ng tho dai.

A Sigh

Having been in the cave of treasure, the man recognized his once
thrown-away old objects scattered everywhere, such as some love
affairs or self-respect... and the cave was exploded in a sigh.



Truyé nthd ng

LA n da u nhin tha y dom dém, con ch6 nha ngé ra va theo thoi
quen truyé n tho ng, n6 voi vang ca ttié ng sua trang.

Tradition

Seeing the firefly for the first time, a sheltered dog stands
nonplussed, and in accordance with common doggy attitudes, it
hurriedly barks at the firefly as if at the moon.



Giai ngén

“Mi chi bié t néi v6i But,” Ma hién ra gip c¢o T4 m, “con v6i Ma,
mi noi gi, NOI GI?”

Logos releasing

A ghost appeared in front of Tam. “You only talk to the fairy,” said
the Ghost, “how’s about talking to the Ghost? What will you say?”



Cira hep

Bi sian dudi, hi n lué n minh qua khung cta hep, chay vao béng
t6 i rd i roi xud ng gié ng siu, ching bié t con co hsi SO'NG hay
khong?

A Narrow Gate

Being chased, he sneaked through a narrow gate, running into the
dark and falling down into a deep well; who knows whether if he had
a chance to LIVE or not.



Thte tinh

Vi hoi 4" m c6 gai la, chang thire tinh, mot ¢6 gai la trong dém, va
sach kinh roi khoi givong.
Awakening
Because of the warmth from a strange girl’s body, he wakes up: an

unknown girl in the middle of the night, and the Bible falling out of
the bed.



Sau bo

“Chiing chi 13,” nhimg con sau bo khong 16 dang quan sat loai
nguoi tir mot hanh tinh xa bao nhau, “lodi c6n trung ha dang!”

Insects

“They are only inferior insects”, giant worms talk to each other
when observing mankind from a faraway planet.



Ngoc

Roi vao long mét con trai, giot swong mo ngay minh ruc sang trén
bo nguc Nt hoang.

Pearl

Fallen into the shells of a mollusk, dewdrop dreams of the day it
will flash on the Queen’s bust.



Casa u
Chua lam ca p trén hai long, con ca chép vuot vii mon chi héa thanh
ca sa u, dugc phai dé n dia m 12 y lam CHUA va ba t dd u nhin qua
bié u cua cu dan Pa m, vira nhan vira roi nudce ma t.



Crocodile



Not yet satisfying its boss, the Dragon-Gate leaping carp was able to
transform only into a crocodile, and was sent to a pond to be King over
there; shedding tears it starts receiving gifts from the pond’s residents.



TRUYEN HU

STORIES OF EMTINESS



Bié n hinh

Sau khi 1én ng6i Nit hoang, Thién Nga &n u6é ng vo do dé n muc
bié n hinh, ching con chié ¢ ¢6 luon cong thanh ta va doi canh ting
bay bong nhu mo nita, ma truéc mi t tha n dan nang d4 n da n troé
thanh con ngdng béo, chi con cach ctu van 1a dem nang ra ma quay
theo kiéu nguoi ta quay mot con vit xa u xi.

e,
i —
L

——

Transformation

Having ascended the Queen’s Throne, the Swan eats and drinks
so lavishly that her elegantly curved neck and dreamingly soaring
wings disappear. She finally transforms into a fat goose in the eyes of

her people. Thus, the only way to save the situation is to roast her
like an ugly duck.



Sa mac cia Thuy Tinh

Nhin tha 'y d6i tinh nhan ni m tay nhau di xué ng nuéc tim cai
ché't, ta nhé Mi Nuong, nang ciing nhu ta b4 t hanh 1i phai tro
thanh nhing ngudi ba 't tir va cdi nudéc ménh moéng cua ta bud n hon
sa mac.

Water-Genie ’s Desert

Seeing a couple hand in hand drowning themselves into the
water, I miss Mi Nuong. Like me, she is misfortune because of being
an immortal, and my immense aquatic realm is sadder than the
desert.



Nguyén so

Sau 4i 4n, nang ni m nhi m nghié n mi t, tha minh trong mot
du cam nguyén so thi bdng dung tir cira s6 vong 1én tié ng rén dir doi,
anh oi em chét mdt , mot tié ng rén t6i 16i hoan hao phat xua 't tir mot
con vet xanh dang du dua trong 16 ng.

Primitive

After making love, she closed her eyes and set herself free in a
primitive feeling. Suddenly, resounding from the window a fierce
moan, a perfectly guilty moan from a blue parrot swaying in its cage,
’Oh my darling, I am dying’.



Hu

Khi Rua huénh hoang minh 1a tay dua d¢ nha t bsi vi “LICH SU
tirng ghi Rua chay nhanh hon Th¢” thi Séc phi cuoi, “chi la cai hu
cA ungs ngan!”

Fiction

When the Turtle showed off his greatest runner position because
“It has been recorded in HISTORY that Turtle runs faster than
Rabbit”, the Squirrel burst out laughing: “What a stupid fiction!”



N

Mot hom, gitta ph6 dong c6 ai d6 goi minh, song song nguoi tran
dé nla p ma t ngudi goi 1an nguoi dugc goi, chi con lai du vang mot

céi tén tro6 ng rong:

- chi 12 Am thanh khong ao xua va khong é ch nhay, tuy 14 nhu
véy, toi vAn quay tro lai véi lan séng nguoi, tim NGUOI GOI ba ng
cach goi to:

One day, someone called me in a crowded street but waves of
rushing people hid both the caller and the called away from one



another, and there remained only the echo of an empty name:

- Or this might have been a sound without the old pond and the
jumping frog. However, I turned back, facing the wave of passengers,
looking for the CALLER by crying aloud:



Ba u troi

Sau khi bay xa mit da t, Dié u ty but day @é 1én cao hon nita, thé”
nhung ba u troi lai dao 16n ba t ngo.






After flying far away from the ground, the Kite cut its string to get
higher; however the sky suddenly turned upside down.



Thu goi Swift

Xin ngai cho phép tdi duoc ty tir, boi t6i khéng con chiu néi MUI
NGUOI.

Gulliver
A letter to Swift

Please allow me to commit suicide as I can no longer stand
HUMAN SMELL.

Gulliver



Chi Ton

Gip Coc, Troi xin tir nhiém vi khéng muo n lam Troi nita, Coc
khuyén giai, “Chau ba "t chudce con nguoi 1am gi, nhu ta day 14 Cau cua
Troi phai cai quan mua, né u ta tir nhiém thi ca thién ha danh ché’t
khat, Coc va Troi 1a khong thé thay thé”, vay moi 1a Chi Tén!”

The Most Venerated

Meeting the Toad, God asked to resign because he didn’t want to
be God anymore. The Toad consoled him: “Why do you imitate
human beings? Being the God’s Uncle, I must control all rains. If I
retired, the whole world would die of thirst. We are irreplaceable;
therefore we are the most venerated.”



Nhai

Mot hom Coc hién ra vé6i toi ma noi, “Coi chirng do, ta sé vié t vé
mi ma luu truyé n trong thé giéi Céc va cha ¢ cha n mi sé la nhan
vatto inha t!”

Parody

One day the Toad appeared and said to me: “Be cautious! I will
write about you and circulate the story in the toad-world, and you
will surely be the worst character.”



Ma my nit

Khi Don Quixote ché't, cd gai xA u xi tung trd trong mong cua
chang nhu mét giai nhan tuyét thé” quyé t dinh ché 't theo chang dé
c6 thé bié n thanh ma my ni.

Beauty-ghost

When Don Quixote died, the ugly girl who used to shelter in his
dreams as the most beautiful woman also decided to kill herself so
that she could transform into a beauty-ghost.



Bién 61

C6 14 n nhin tha 'y mait troi lin, vA ng tring vira méi moc lié n
khua muia véi bién dém, “nang tha 'y khong, y véi va rat lui vi xa u hé
khong thé chié u sang bd ng ta,” khié n cho bién 6i 1én bd nhimng dot
song da y ca ché t.



Vomiting sea



Once looking at the sunset, a newly-rising moon bragged with the
dark sea: “Do you see that? He retreated in a hurry, feeling ashamed
because he wasn’t as bright as me.” His words made the sea vomited
waves full of dead fishes to the shore.



Ta m khoc, But hién ra

Loc thit CAm 1am ma m xong, TA m chot nhin tha 'y But bén hdi,
“tai sao But dam khoc truée mat TA?”

When Tam cries, a Fairy appears

After cutting up Cam’s flesh and preparing it as a kind of
fermented sause, suddenly Tam saw the Fairy, and asked: ‘How dare
you cry in front of ME?’



Guong vo

Ai d6 da so ¥ lam v& chié ¢ guong soi cua Alice va c6 bé danh roi
bo thé™ gidi tan nat 6 ma tré vé thuc tai va ba't 4 u tro thanh
nguoi 16n, thé” 1a hé 't chuyén.

Broken Mirror

Someone broke Alice’s mirror by mistake, so she must leave that
fragmented world, returning to the real world and growing up to an
adolescent. That’s the end of the story.



May

Tir ctra s6 trong bong dém, d6i khi t6i tha 'y nang bay qua tua nhu
mot ang may nho, ddi khi t6i tha 'y 4ng may bay qua twa nhu nang va
toi bam theo hu anh d6 nhu mét dira bé bo theo mét qua béng dang tir
tir Ién khong.

The cloud

From my window, in the dark of the night, I sometimes saw her
flying pass by me like a cloudlet; I sometimes saw the cloud flying
pass by me like her and I am stuck to those illusory images like a
child crawling after a flying off balloon.



Chta cling bang ha

Tung ho Chua thdt la phdi dao nén khi nghe moi nguoi tung ho
Faust, Chta cho goi Satan ma bao, Di lam phdn sw cua nguwoi , va Chaa
gian dé n ndi bing ha, theo nhu 16i loan bio cia mot nguoi dién:
Faust chét, Chda ciing bing ha.

God died, too

Because it’s morally right to acclaim God, when hearing the public
acclaim Faust, God told Satan, “Do your duty!” And God was so angry

that he died afterwards, like a madman’s announcement, “Faust
died, so did God”.



TRUYEN ME

STORIES OF ENCHANTMENT



M1 hoc

Nang Ngu nit hoi mét con ca gia, ta c6 dep khong, n6 dap “chi cod
nira than dudi 1a dep, c6 12 mot con ca dep phai s6 ng véi quai vat
ngay trong ban than minh” va cAu néi 4"y da lam Ngu nit ché 't tuoi
cung v6i nié m dam meé vo ich.

Aesthetics

When the Mermaid asked an old fish if she was beautiful, it said
“you look beautiful just with the lower half of your body and are a



beautiful fish living with a demon in the same self” and these words
made her die instantly with a useless passion.



Doi

Sau khi loai Doi tho ng tri vii tru, c6 mét bac hoc Nguoi ¢~ chung
minh ri ng trong twong lai xa, ngudi ¢6 hi vong tré thanh mét gié ng
lodi g n gi6 ng nhu Doi.

The bat

After the whole universe was dominated by the bat, a Human
scholar tried to prove that in far future, human beings might become
a bat-like species.



Vo6 vong

Lac budce vao xt s¢ cua Ngudi VO Hinh, t6i chi nghe tié ng néi cua
ho lao xao nhu 14 cay trong gi6 - “Tai sao y dam hién hinh ra nhu vy,
con té hon trad n trudé ng” 1a cAu ho thuong pham binh t6i xui t6i cam
tha 'y minh cting duong v vong hon bao gio hét.

Hopelessness

Lost in the realm of the Invisibles, I only heard their whispers like
leaves rustling in the wind: “How dare he appear visible like that? It’s
worse than being naked” and this often stated judgment made me
feel hopeless than ever.



Tién nghi

Ra khoi chué ng nho cha n song xiéu veo, con khi ga y tu do dao
choi nhung chi mét chd ¢ sau lai quay vé chud ng, con khi béo hoi,
c6 gi la khong, n6 dap “Sinh vat bén ngoai khd n khé 14 m, ho ludén
phai di tim moi th ¢ ngoai chudé ng ma khéng hiéu ra ng trong
chud ng da c6 sén moi tha rd i.”

Convenience

Soon after escaping from the cage thanks to tottering bars, and
wandering at will for a while, the scraggy monkey came back to its
cage. A fat monkey asked if there was anything exciting out there, it
said: “Poor outside creatures! They think they must look for
everything outside the cage, without knowing that all is readily
available inside at hand.”



Mat

Puc vua ra 1énh to hinh ting ngudi méi dém khié n dan chting
ché 't di n, trié uthi nché tda n, ban bé ché t da n, vo con ché 't
da n, cho @& n ltic moi ngudi ché’t hé't - chi con lai dao phu vua
cling ty tay gié 't noé t, va cud i cing Pac vua ra ménh 1énh “tir hinh
Pic vua” véida ua n to6 i mat du ching con ai nira.

Confidentiality

The King’s order to execute one person every night made his
people, his courtiers, his friends and his family members die down
one after another until all have been killed. Finally, the King
executed the decapitator and commanded to “put the King to death”
with the top secret seal although nobody is there.



Khoéng ai

Dé n tan bay gio, Cong chtia van chua c6 ché ng du nang da ra
lénh Khong Ai dé n ca u hon nang va dém dém ca u nguyén: Khong
Ai dé n véi em di! Khong Ai dé n vai em di!

No one

So far, the Princess hasn’t got married yet though she
commanded Nobody to come with a proposal of marriage, and she
still prays every night: “Nobody comes to me, please! Nobody comes
to me, please!”



Chtia danh vA n
TOI nang TOI
God spelling a Vietnamese word

T-O-I (self) plus a heavy tone = “TOI” (guilt) A drop tone of self is
guilt.



Ché t danh va n
Cho hé't...
Spelling Death in Vietnamese

“C-H-E -T”(death)-Waiting for (Cho) the End (Hé t)



Budce ra

Mobi 14 n gau nude duoc kéo 1én, nuée trong gau dé u noéi “Xin
chao” véi nang vi chi ra khoi gié ng, mdi vo ¢ nudc méi co tié ng ndi,
mdi vo ¢ nuée 1a khac nhau, thi ciing nhu mdi sém mai buée ra khéi
béng t6 i nang ra gié ng ba 't da u chao hoi timg bong hoa trong
vuon.

Stepping out

Whenever she pulls up the water bucket, the water says “hello” to
her because only having gotten out of the well does each handful of
water have its own voice. Each handful of water is distinct from one
another; similarly stepping out of the darkness at dawn every
morning, she goes to the well and greets each flower blossoming in
the garden.



Nha

Trong rung, Cay 1a sinh vat thong minh nha't, n6 thuong dung
yén nhung khi cA n né buée di ba ng ré ra t nhanh, nhin xud ng con
nguol ma noi, “Mi chi 14 sinh vat khong coi ré that dang thuong” va
cay ling 18 ci m ré vao da t, nghi ngoi trong ngdi nha ém 4 m cua
minh.

House

In the forest, Tree is the most intelligent creature. It normally
stands still but whenever needed, it can walk its roots quicky.



Looking down on human beings, the Tree says: “You are a poor
rootless being”. Then it quietly strikes its roots into the soil and takes
a rest in its peaceful house.



Khong bié "t

Mot con khi nho trong rung noi véi toi, “Tha lam khi nho ¢ trén
cay hon la Té Thién Pai Thanh mang kim c¢0 trén da u” va r6 i n6
an ca n moi toi an trai cay Khong Bié t.

Ignorance

A little monkey told me “I’d rather be a little monkey dwelling on
the tree than the Monkey King wearing the controlling golden
headband.” then he thoughtfully offered me a fruit of Ignorance.



Loi tién tri cua giot suong

RO i day, khi nhin tha y giot swong trong ni ng, ban cit buée 1én,
no6 sé hoa thanh bing chiang bao lau nita boi Ky Biang Ha dang dé n!

A dewdrop’s foretelling

“Later on when seeing a dewdrop in the sunshine, don’t hesitate
to step up onto it: it will change into ice soon because the Ice Age is
coming!”



Bui

“O xtr Kim Cuong, hat bui ciing trong su6 t va choéi ngoi!” @6 1a 1o
mot hat bui c6i Ta ba ké t6i nghe véi nié m tin tuyét do i

Dust

Coming from the Saha World (or World of Endurance), the dust
told me with all its absolute belief: “In the Diamond Realm, even a
speck of dust is transparent and dazzling”



Nhe twra 16ng hong

Chim h 6 ng bay bong duong may, danh roi mét 16ng ho ng, va
may 16ng 4’y bay lu6t trén phd~ chié u, cham vao ai 1 nguoi 4’y
ché’t, nhe nhang thoéi - con canh chim hd ng cao bay kia chua ai timg
nhin tha y bao gio.

As light as a goose feather

A goose soars through layers of clouds, and accidentally drops
down a feather. The feather flies over the town in an afternoon and



lightly kills anyone it touches. Meanwhile nobody has ever seen that
high flying goose yet.



TRUYEN Al

STORIES OF SOMEBODY



V6 nghia ly

Ca thanh pho~ bd ¢ chdy, cd bé ban diém bi sin tim du khong ai
chi’c ké phong hoa 14 ai, ¢d van bi cic phuong tién truyé n théng
xem 1a “t6i 4c cho ng lai loai nguoi trong hinh hai bé bong” Vi cb
nguoi da nhin tha’y c¢6 danh lién hé i nhitng que diém trong dém
t6 i “mot cach vo nghia 1y” - danh 1am gi va danh cho ai?



Nonsense



When the whole city was put in fire, although no one knew for
sure who the culprit was, the Little Match Girl was hunted: the media
took her as an “anti-human crime hidden within a tiny body” because
someone had seen her striking matches one after another
continuingly in the dark of the night "nonsensically”- for what and
also for whom her striking was?.



Cai toi ay
noi voi toi: TA sinh d6i, ché t cung ngay véi MI.

That self

told me: I was born as your twin, and will die the same day with
YOU.



Thi 1an nira

Thire day, ngudi dep trong rimg van khéng tha 'y ai, danh quyé 't
dinh ngu lai, ty nha ra ng1a n nay bié "t dau sé may mi n hon.

Try again

Waking up and not seeing anyone, the Sleeping Beauty decides to
fall asleep again, hoping for a better ending this time.



Godot noi
Ta 12 mét sdn khdu trong , tu chd doi.

Godot said

I am an empty stage, waiting with myself.



Tay Thi

Nhung trong mo em xau lam , t0i ké khi thirc gia ¢ va nang dap
rd ng gia ¢ mo cua tdi qua ddi vung vé , khong thé bar chirde céi dep.

Xi Shi

You look really ugly in my dream anyway , I told her after getting up
and she replied that my dream was so clumsy that it couldn’t mimic
beauty.



Ngb ¢
X sé ctia Pém c6 14 n t6i dé n,
noi nguoi ta khong hiéu Ngay 1 gi,
va khi t6i dién ta 4nh ngay,
ho cuoi t6i 1A Ngo c,
ho s6 ng nhu tré con,
thich xo4 duong mon di vao 1671 la,
dé nkhils i méiba tdad umon,
ho than nhién x6a tié p, r6 i di...

Idiot

In the Night Realm I once arrived,

The inhabitants there didn’t know what Day was.
When I explained daylight,

they laughed at me as if I was an idiot.

They lived a childlike life,

loving to eliminate any trails, and venturing to

unfamiliar places.



When a new route gets wearing,

they placidly wipe it off, and go a new way...



Duong
Tbi vira d& n Nga Tu thi
xua t hién mot nguoi khoac 4o choang xanh,
trong nhu mot nha Ao thuat,
tu xung la Nguoi chi duong,
t6i hoi, cb bié "t t6i di dau khong?
dié u d6 khong quan trong, y noi,
con duong tu kha ¢ dan ta di
dé n mot noi nao do6

theo Ma thuat ¢ trong mi.



Road

When I just reached the Junction,
did appear a man in a blue coat.
Looking like a magician,

he called himself a guide.

I asked ‘do you know to where I go?’



“It doesn’t matter,” he said
“The road will automatically lead you
to somewhere

under the guidance of the Magic in yourself.”



Vua Lear
M6t hém & Vuong qué c,
1énh ra ng cac co con gai
phai yéu Vua, yéu Vua, yéu Vua...
phai t6 tinh lién tuc véi Vua,
ai trai 1énh phai luu day lap tice
hoac tru di tam toc!

Va cau chuyén ¢ Vuong quoé c xa x06i nay hoi bi gi6 ng chuyén vua
L. ¢ mét xtir khac, noi c6 mét thi phai to tinh véi vua dé n ché t,

va ro i cau chuyén xur khac nay lai hoi bi gi6 ng chuyén vua L. ¢

mot x khac nira...
ma duong nhu chi la mé phong nhau thoi.

King Lear

In his kingdom one day,

The King commanded that all his daughters

must love the King, love the King, love the King...
and declare their love to the King unceasingly.

Those who disobeyed the rule would be exiled



or beheaded down to three generations.

Unexpectedly, this story from the faraway kingdom is very similar
to the story of King L. in another kingdom, where there was a court
lady must announce her love to King L. until she died.

And that story is similar to another King L.’s story from another
land...

Possibly all of them are in fact simply mimicking one another.



St thi nang Sita

(méi phat hién, tuyét nga n)

The epic of Sita

(newly discovered, extremely short)

Earth



Ca da "t nude khao khat Nang

vay ma bay gio

nang hoan toan trd n trudé ng

trude ma t anh trong dd m nuéc,

nhung r6 i anh syc nhé

Vua vira ban 1énh ¢ m xem NUY

nén anh voi vang dat da u vao CAT

nhu con da diéu khi cam tha 'y nguy

viy ma cat van theo nuéc Nang cué n trdi di,
Nang ct hién ra trd n trudé ng my man,

nén anh chi con cach nhi m nghié n d6i ma 't lai
dé 6m 14"y Nang, 4 p Nang trong NUOC

trong PA m Mot Pém cua vuong



quod ctruyé nky.



The Swamp

The whole kingdom is thirst for Her

But now

totally naked she is,

standing in front of me in the swamp.
However suddenly I recall

that the King's just promulgated a law
banning people from watching nudes.
Thus, I hasten to bury my head in the sand
like an ostrich threatened by dangers.
however Her water keeps sweeping away the sand
and she reappears naked in front of me

I shut my eyes tightly

Embracing and covering her in Water

in the One-Night Swamp of the Legendary

Kingdom



bao

Nhin tha "y, ph4o hoa ba n 1én khéng, hoa trong vuon bao nhau,

do la nhiing ké tur vi hoa!

The Way

Seeing the fireworks blooming into the sky, flowers in a garden
tell each other that the fireworks are martyrs dying for flowers .



Nguoi tinh
C6 g4i vira bi dudi ra khoi Thién Thai
noi cho t6i bié tra ng
TOI cua nang 1a XA U, x4 u nhu ma!
Tbi chi bié "t nhin nang ngay nga t,
ma tuyét si ¢ ma!
khong bié 't coi Thién Thai A’y
thé” nao 1a HOA?

The lover

The girl who was just expelled from the Wonderland
told me that

Her fault was ugliness, demon-like ugliness!

I stare at her enchantedly,

A demon with a beautiful face

I wonder how they would define FLOWER

in that fairy land?



TRUYEN CHOI

STORIES OF JOKES



Chié nxa

Sau chié n thia ng, con lai mét minh véi chié n xa gita hai vuong
quod ¢ Sing - O c Sén di thanh binh dia, Tuéng quan cam tha 'y vo
cung c6 don vi khong con ai tranh doat v6i minh, d4 tung chié n xa
vao hu vo6 va gitra sa truong khong mot bong nguoi, 6ng tu tadch doi
minh, chuin bi mét tran chié n mdi.

Chariot

After victory, standing alone with his chariot between the two
kingdoms, founded on the two horns of a snail and now completely
destroyed, the General feels so lonely because there is no longer
anyone competing with him; he kicks the chariot into emptiness and
splits himself into two, ready for a new war.



Choi
Cai bong trén vach noi vsi dira bé, ta cao 1on
nhu cha nguoi, va dira bé dap loi:
day chi la tro choi,
ta tao ra nguoi da'y
dé dém khong con moé  coi
nhu tao ra nhimg con rd n nhié u da u vung vay

ma Choi!



Playing

The shadow on the wall tells the child “I am
as tall as your father.” The child replies:
This is just a game

I create you

In order not to be orphaned at night

As if creating a serpent Hydra waving its



multi heads

To play.



Moéi

Khi hoa si do t tuyét tac cua minh, nguoi dep trong tranh budce ra
ngodi r6 i ¢ lai v6i nguoi @6 t tranh nhung, ké tir d6, nang cA m 6ng

khong dugc vé nira.

The last painting

When the painteR burned his masterpiece, the Beauty in the
painting stepped out and stayed with him; but since then, she’s
banned him from painting.



Thoi gian

Ttr sau lung, Tuong lai dudi theo ké t6i pham va t6 ngy vao tu déy
ngd i d6 ma dén doi Qua khu.

Time

From behind Future chases the criminal and sends him to prison,
letting him sit there to wait for his coming Past.



DA uchan ma

Da u giay ting budc in réu, ban chan c6 gai nao wém vira da u
vé t ma a0 d6 sé dugc tuyén vao Cung vi nha Vua ba t @i u mot duc
vong mai, quyé t xay dung Ma cung.

Ghostly footprints

Any girl whose foot fit in with those ghostly footprints left on the
moss would be selected to the Imperial Palace as the King had a new
desire, determining to build a Ghostly Labyrinth.



Khoéng toi
O Vuong qud ca'y,
bao gio cling vay
nguoi ta vira thé” nay vira thé” no
nhu vira lam vira choi
vira nuéc ma t vira nu cudi
vira mo vua tinh
vira mot vira doi
& Vuong qud ca'y
toi vira la toi vira 1a khong t6i
bay gi> 8 n voi tra n gian nay
toi (khong toi) phai lam sao day?

No-self

In that Kingdom
It is always as follows,
People are like this and like that simultaneously,

Working and playing at the same time,



Crying and smiling concurrently,

Half dreaming and half awaking,

Half alone and half coupled.

In that Kingdom

I'm half (my)self and half no-self
Now having been in this human world

What should I (my)self (no-self) do?



bi

Pé n Vuong qud c cia ngudi bay, toi tré thanh Qué ¢ su, duoc
moi day cho Vua va tha n dan lam thé” nao @é di trén mat da "t

Walking

After my arrival in the Kingdom of flying men, I become its
National Advisor, and I am requested to teach the King and his
people how to walk on the ground.



bau phong

Khi Vuon Tha d4 'y nhitng con Khing long nhan ban thu nho,
nguoi ta ba t da u day chting nhu tha cung, bié 't chd p tay xin dau
phong — c¢6 mot con Khung long nhé bé da ché 't vi tir chdé i Xin An
nhu thé”.

Peanuts

When the zoo is full of cloned dinosaur-miniatures, people start
training them like pets, teaching them how to put their hands
together and beg for peanuts.A dinosaur-miniature died because it
refused to beg for food that way.



Coi nguoi ta
Nguoi La dap xué ng mit da t, ngac nhién
hoi tro ly cia minh:
day la Coi Nguoi Ta ma
dang thé” cha
nghe noi c¢6 Cay boi
quy cling bao xanh tuoi
nhung con nguoi
Con Nguoi dau rd i?

Human world

An alien lands on Earth, asking his assistant
surprisingly:

This is the Human World,

Isn’t this?

I've heard that the Tree of Life grows here,
And even devils also confirm that the Tree

is evergreen.



But how about humans?

Where are human beings?



Tu su hoc

Tir chd i mét tu sy té nhat kho khan vo phuong ctru chira, Nang an
trai cA m dé hu cA u ra mét hién thuc maéi cé tén 1a Toi Li

Narratology

Refusing a dry, hopeless, and monotonous narrative, she ate the
forbidden fruit in order to fictionalize a new reality named Guilt.



TRUYEN THOI

STORIES OF TIME



Meo
Pi xa tro vé méi hay nang da bo di
dau sao di nita cling phai thira nhan
¢6 gi quan trong dau, khong co gi
thi cling nhu 14 n trude
khi minh di vd ng
con meéo mun theo ban bo di
nang va con méo gidé ng nhau
nhu buéc di cua song
song di va di
nhung ma tai sao meo tai sao nang tai sao song...

Cat

Having got home from a distant trip, I noticed
that she’s gone.

Nevertheless, I must admit that

It’s not important; no, it is not.

Like the last time



When I was out,

My black cat left with its friends

She is like the cat

Both are like waves taking their steps.
Waves rush each other.

But why the cat? Why she? And why waves?...



Khoa hoc
C6 mot bao chia ghét loai khung long dé n ndi
ra lénh tan sat ching
nhung duoc tau trinh ri ng
khung long da tir 1au tuyét chung
lai ra 1énh gié "t
con vat ndo tréng gid ng khing long nha 't
hoic c6 muu d6 bi 't chude khung long.
Mot hoi d6 ng t6 i cao khoa hoc
dugclaprala’y y kié n toan dan
dé tim cho ra con vat
c6 tén mai la can—khung long.
Mot dira tré nhan xét ra ng
con vat 4"y chinh 14 bao chta
chinh 1a thé”, khung long—bao chda.
bwra bé bi hanh hinh lap tue.
Theo Hoi P6 ng,

chinh Bé la Khung long



chinh 1a thé”, mét khung long—be bé.

Theo Hoi P6 ng,

hanh hinh Bé 1a nhan danh khoa hoc.
Science

There’s a tyrant who hates the Dinosaur

so much that

He orders to massacre all of them.

However he is reported that

Dinosaurs have been extinct for long time.

Then he orders

To kill any animal that either looks like Dinosaur

the most,

Or tends to immitate it.

A supreme scientific council is established

to hold a plebiscite

And find a new species

Whose new name called pseudo-dinosaur.

A child comments



That animal must be a tyrant

That’s right! A Tyrannosaurus.

The child is executed immediately.

According to the council,

The child is a Dinosaur

That’s right! An Infantosaurus.

According to the council,

The execution of the child is carried out in the

name of science.



Bié n hinh
Theo 16i hd 'n ké, ¢ méi chié uho ng
¢ gai xinh twoi 4y
dé uchia m chiam bay qua ctra s6
bé nh bdé ngbé nhbd ng.
Tuong nhu l1a 40, nhung khong
boi d6i khi hd 'n dua ban tay tho rap
ve vud t mai téc nang bay séng
hay ban chan nho hoic s6 ng lung tra n.
Mot hom nghe gi6é ngan nga
hi n dva ban tay ra cira s6
dinh 12 n nay mon trén
cai rc nang muot ma cang non.
Chot rung minh, hi n lui xa
thay vi c6 gai xinh tuoi 4"y
mot con té giac chad m cham bay qua.
Chuyén gi thé” nhi? Nang di dauré i?

Hay nang bié n hinh té giac



nhu mot tro choi
trong tro choi bié n do cua doi
ha n khong bao gio bié t dugc.

Metamorphosis

As he says, every pinky afternoon

That beautiful girl

Flies past the window slowly,

Drifting and bobbing..

It looks as if it was illusory, but it is not,
Because sometimes he could have his rough hands
Fondling her waving hair,

Or her tiny feet and naked spine.

One day, hearing the wind chanting,

He stretches out his hand outside the window
Thinking of fondling

Her silky and juicy breasts.

But shuddering, he quickly steps back:



Instead of that beauty,

A rhino slowly flies across.

What’s happened? Where has she gone?
Or did she transform herself into the rhino
Asifin a game

Among virtually changing games of life

He never knows?



Nhuc than
Lac vao xir cia nhitng cai Bong
khong mot ai c6 hinh
bi xem 14 con vat khd n khé nha 't
vi phai mang vac hinh hai
qua du thira nang nhoc
toi danh phai voi va bo di
ma khong bié 't cAch 1am thé  nao
dé khoi nhuc than!
nhung nhuc than con do6

soi guong van nhe lam sao.

Flesh

Lost in the land of shadows

Where nobody has a body,

I am considered the most miserable animal
for carrying a body

that is so excessive and burdening.



I unwillingly rush to leave

without knowing how to escape from my bag
of bones.

However, my body remains,

And I feel at ease when looking at myself in

a mirror.



Nguoi xa la
Cai ché 't dua y d& n mot con duong
1am ba ng béng t6 i c6 dic
trong mot cai hang.
- Pay l1a duong xué ng Am phu,
da dé n lac mi phai 1én duong.
- Khong di khong duoc sao?
Ta nao quen bong t6 i.
-Béng t6 i chon mird i
sé cuu mang mi thoi, lo gi chu?
Buc minh, y buéce thang vao Hang va...
thue gid ¢, nhung khong ro 13 thic ¢
bén nay hay bén kia.
Bén kia hay bén nay?

Stranger

Death brings him to a road

Erected by thickened darkness



Within a cave.

- This is the road to Hell,

And it’s time for you to take off.

- Is it possible if I don’t go?

I am not used to the dark.

- The dark has chosen you

And will support you, so don’t worry

Angrily, he goes straight into the cave

and awakes, but he’s not sure whether he awakes
in this side or in the other side,

In the other side or in this side?



Song
Khi nhitng giad ¢ mo da duge dong hop
san xua t hang loat 16 i
danh cho nguoi thich ngua mo
y da dung né qua lié u
dé n ndi ban than hoéa thanh gia ¢ mo.
Tur @6 y bié " n hinh lién tuc
khi 12 buém khila cA uvo ng
khi 14 nai lira khi 1 tié ng vang
nhung khong bao gio la ban than minh.
Trong hinh sii ¢ ndo, y ciing ludén tim cach
dé ' n that g n nguoi minh yéu
nhung ta t nhién 1a khong bao gio
nang nhan bié t.
Cho du c6 14 n 1an vao séng bién
y 1am mét con séng qua n quanh nang,
4 p hon nang cud ng nhiét

Anh day, y gao 1én bd ng tié ng song.



Ngo ngac nhin quanh mét thoang,
nang boi vao bo cat vang

noi c6 nguoi dan 6ng to bung
dang nd m ngra doi nang.

Va lan séng nirc né bd ¢ 1én
thanh mot Ang may xam

ga n nhu vo hinh

ga n nhu mot hoi tho tuyét vong

y lang thang lang thang.

Wave

When dreams were canned

And produced industrially

For people who like dreaming,

He overused them,

and transformed into dreams.

Since then he’s transformed constantly

Into a butterfly or a rainbow,



A volcano or an echo,

But never into himself.

In any form, he always finds a way

To get closest to his lover

And, of course, she never knows that.
Once he transforms into an ocean wave
Embracing her,

And kissing her crazily

“It’s me,” he cries out loud with a voice of
the wave.

Dazed for an instant,

Then she swims to the yellow sandy shore,
Where a paunchy man

Is lying on his back waiting for her.

And the wave sobs its heart out while evaporating
To be a grey cloud

Nearly invisible

Almost a hopeless breath



He wanders, and wanders.



Nguoi duong thoi
- Em c6 nhin tha "y tring dau khong?

- Khoéng. Aila’y trom né a. Khong phai em dau nhé. Ma tring 1a gi
vay?

A Contemporary

- Have you seen the moon somewhere?

- No. Has anyone stolen it? But surely not me. However, what is
the moon?



Ni m
Trong béng t6 i, anh nd m.
Ngu u? Mo u? Thire u? Ché t u?
Duong nhu khéng phai.
Duong nhu trong béng t6 i anh cho.
K¢ thu hay nguoi yéu da” u?
H6 mi hay hoa yéu?
P6 nglod hay d6 ng tinh?
Ban cii hay ban mai?
Nguoi than hay nguoi dung?
Nié m vui hay cai ché t?
Qué nha hay luu day?
Thuong dé” hay hu vo?
Con no¢ hay nguoi cho vay?
Vo nha hay gai dié" m?
Mua dém hay binh minh?
Chuéng goi hé n hay tié ng hat?

biéu tan hay vinh quang?



Duong nhu anh cho.

Cho gi trong béng t6i?
Duong nhu anh chi NA M
Chi nid m d6

Ma ré i cling khong rd
Anh nd m trong bong t6 i
Hay la

Béng t6 ind m trong anh.

Lying down

In the dark, he lies down.

Is he sleeping? Or dreaming? Or dying?
All seem wrong.

In the dark, he’s seemingly waiting for
An enemy or a beloved?

A fox-ghost or a flower-spirit?

An accomplice or a homosexual?

An old buddy or a new friend?



A relatives or a stranger?

joy or death?

Homeland or exile?

God or emptyness?

A debtor or a lender?

His Wife or a hooker?

Night rain or sunrise?

A tolling bell or a singing?
Ruin or glory?

Perhaps he is waiting.

But what is he waiting for in the dark?
Perhaps he just lies.

Just lies down there

Then it’s also unclear
Whether if he lies in the dark
or

the dark lies in him.



Co6 nhan tan ngo

(Thay 1oi bat)

Mot hom, Ta ngau nhién gip mot Nguoi ¢ dau d6 (trén duong hay
trong quan café). Sau vai ciu giao dai, Ta chot nhan ra da’y 1a nguoi
quen da tur lau. Gio day tro chuyén véi Nguoi trong khung canh méi
nay, ky tc ngay xwa tran vé , hoa v6i tam thai cua Ta dwong thoi,
khié n cau chuyén giita Ta va Nguoi #m 4 p mot thoi gian ba chié u.
Qua Kht vong v& Hién Tai va ciing nhau phéng chié u Vi Lai. Chia
tay ban cfi, Ta ngod i lai chiém nghiém: chuyén hai Ta vira néi nay da
hoéa thanh mét pha n tAm tudng, sin sang gop tié ng vao 16 i nghi,
cach ban cua Ta trong thang ngay dang dé n. Tuwong ty nhu thé”, doc
Loi tién tri ciia giot swong cua Nhat Chiéu 13 tiéu dao trong mot thé”
gi6i tuong nhu hé 't ste tinh ¢ nhung thye ra 13 nhan duyén gi n
ké"t, véi mot hién thyuc da dién, da nguyén. Loi tién tri ndo cling cd n
luan giai; doc sach ciing ¢6 nhié u cach. Hay thir doc Loi tién tri nhu
mot hanh trinh khao c6 tri thie, béc tach va tao nghia cho tap truyén,
ciing nhu suy niém trong khéng gian da chié u, da nghia cua vin
chuong.

“Bay gid va ¢ day” 1a chia khéa da u tién cua “ddc phap” (cach
doc) Loi tién tri . Poc sach tA” t nén nhd dé n thoi — khong cua tac gia
va tac pham. Thoi gian va khong gian 4"y tuy cu thé nhung khong cb
lap, phan cach vé6i nhitng thoi — khong khéac. Hién Tai 1a ké t qua cua
Qua Khtr va nhan duyén cua Vi Lai; thé™ gidi con ngudi véi qud ¢
cuong nhan tao thuc ra 1a thong lién: tic nhan (ba t ké tinh tha n hay
vat cha't) & Péng ban ci u nay c6 thé duoc tri nhan dé dang qua



nhitng bié n d6i ¢ TAy ban ca u. Trong thé~ giéi thong lién 4y, bén
canh tinh dic thu dia phuvong 14 tinh phé quat toan ca u.

Loi tién tri n6i vé “Bay gio va ¢ day” theo cach riéng cua no:
Cuc lac 1a dau?

DAY, T6 Nit dap.

(tap H6 Xuan Huong, “Truyén dau,” 3)

“Cuc lac” c6 thé dugce doc theo nghia “TAy phuong Cuc lac” chang
phai tim d4u xa ma ¢ ngay trong HIEN-TAI (PAY), khi an lac tra
dinh ¢ than — tdm. Nhung do nguoi dap 1a nang T6 Nit cua chuyén
thu tinh duc 76 Nir kinh , va ciing vi truyén “tap” H6 Xuan Huong,
“cuc lac” trong truyén ciing c6 thé 1a “cuc khoai”: ai bié 't duoc khi
dap 1oi, T6  Nit dang chi tay vao dau. D6 1a tinh mo hd va da nghia
c6  hiru cua ngdn ngit — vin chuong, va hién nhién, ngitr nghia da
dugc tao tac qua dién giai cua nguoi doc. N6i vé  tinh théng lién mé
rong cua “Bay gio va ¢ day”, Loi tién tri cling c6 cach ké riéng:

Thoi gian

Tur sau lung, Tuong lai duéi theo ké t6i pham va té ngy vao tu déy
ngd i d6 ma don doi Qua khi.

(“Truyén choi,” 4)
Vua Lear
Mot hom ¢ Vuong quo ¢,

lénh rd ng cac co6 con gai



phai yéu Vua, yéu Vua, yéu Vua...
phai t6 tinh lién tuc véi Vua,

ai trai 1énh phai luu day lap tice
hoac tru di tam toc!

Va cau chuyén ¢ Vuong quoé c xa x06i nay hoi bi gi6 ng chuyén vua
L. & mét xtir khac, noi c6 mét thi phai to tinh véi vua dé n ché t,

va ro i cau chuyén xur khac nay lai hoi bi gi6 ng chuyén vua L. ¢
mot x khac nira...

ma duong nhu chi la mé phong nhau thoi.
(“Truyén ai,” 8)

Phép doc thir hai cho Loi tién tri 1a xem n6é nhu mét van ban mo,
luén moi goi ngudi doc mang kié n vin tich liy 1Au nim cia minh
vao luin giai truyén minh dang xem. No6i cach khac, tuy theo lién
tuong caa minh ma doc gia dan ké 't Loi fién i vao mang luéi cac vin
ban do minh kié n tao, dé tir &6 i thoai giita cac cdc vin ban vong lén
mot (hay mot vai) ham nghia sang tin. Poc truyén “PA m,” ngudi
doc c6 thé lién tuong dé n chuyén Chir P6 ng Tu va Tién Dung trong
mot ngit canh duong dai, cling nhu ¥ thirc duoc su tu do va thang hoa
cua tu duy nghé thuat:

ba m
Ca da "t nuée khao khat Nang

vay ma bay gio



nang hoan toan trd n trudé ng

trude ma t ta trong dd m nuéc,

nhung r6 ita syc nhé

Vua vira ban 1énh ¢ m xem NUY

nén ta voi vang dat da u vao CAT

nhu con da diéu khi cam tha 'y nguy

vay ma cat van theo nude Nang cud n troi di,
Nang ct hién ra trd n trudé ng my man,

nén ta chi con cach nha m nghié n d6i ma 't lai
dé 6m 14"y Nang, A p Nang trong NUOC

trong PA m Mot Pém cua veong qud ¢ truyé n ky.
(“Truyén ai,” 10)

Nhu nhimg nguoi ban cii 1au ngay gap lai, thoat d4 u ngd ngang
nhu xa la (tuy van c6 nhiing lién ké "t mo hé~ cam nhan dwgc), nhung
sau 6 1én hoan hi khi nh4n ra nhau trong khung canh méi da y ba't
ngo, cic vin ban duoc nguoi doc quy tap lai tir nhié ungudé n dé1a p
da y khoang tré6 ng dang t6 n tai nhu thach thuc trong cau chuyén
vira doc. Hay thur doc lai truyén “Vao™:

Vao



Tié ng chudng nta dém vong dé n thuyé n khi anh vao siu trong
nang.

(“Truyén dém,” 2)

Tié ng chudng chua nira dém va con thuyé n lir khach 1ap tirc tao
ra lién tuong dé n bai ta tuyét “Phong kié u da bac #4E % 1~ (Pém
neo thuyé n ¢ Phong kié u) cua Truong Ké~ 5&4% doi Puong: “Co T6
thanh ngoai Han San ty — Da ban chung thanh d4o khach thuyé n”
(Thuyé n ai dau bé n C6 T6é - Nra dém nghe tié ng chudéng chua
Han San; Nguyén Ham Ninh dich). Thé" nhung, khac v6i nguoi lix
khach khéng may mi n trén duong khoa ctr dugce tié ng chudng tén
gido got bo phié n ndo trong tho Truong Ké', tinh tha n thoat tyuc cua
tié 'ng chudng “vao” thuyé n khi hop hoan dang 1én dinh diém. Noi
vé  hai chuyén khac nhau, song cai ké t cia “Phong kié u da bac” va
“Vao” dé u 1a thing hoa, hop nha t tAm — than trong 4m vang ton
giao tinh khong.

Kha ning lién ké "t nhié u viin ban lai v6i nhau va tao ra d6 i thoai
gitta chiing khong phai 1a dié u xa la. Trong giao tié p thuong ngay,
c6 bao gio ta néi duoe mot cau hoan todn méi ma khong dung dé n
cac ngit tr ¢6 san? Ngay trong nhimg truong hop that “dic biét”, ngir
tir san c6 ludn duoc si dung:

Nguyén so

Sau 4i 4n, nang ni m nh# m nghié n mi t, tha minh trong mot
du cam nguyén so thi bdng dung tir cira s6 vong 1én tié ng rén dir doi,
anh oi em chét mdt , mot tié ng rén t6i 16i hoan hao phat xua 't tir mot
con vet xanh dang du dua trong 16 ng.



(“Truyén hu,” 3)

Vin chuong ciing thé . Ba t ky mot 4ng vin tho ndo cling mang
trong no tié ng vong cua nhimg tic phiam ra doi trude nod, tao ra
nhiing hoi thoai néi ham xuyén thoi — khong. N6i nhu thé” khéng c6
nghia 13 viin chuong cha p nhan giam minh trong khuén khé cho
phép, d& dai 1ap lai nhirng 16 i mon tu tuong da tro thanh sio rong:

Tro lai

Tro lai trd n gian, hac vang nghe tha 'y nguoi ta bay gio noi voi
nhau bd ng giong két.

(“Truyén dém,” 3)

Thoi Hiéu 4 58 dé tho “Hoang hac lau ¥ #5 % "trén LA u hac
vang, dé hac vang bay vao thinh khong: “Hoang hac nha 't kha ba 't
phuc phan, Bach vén thién tai khong du du” (Hac vang di ma "t tir xua
— Nghin nim may trd ng bay gid con bay; Tan Pa dich). Tuong
truyé n vé sau, Ly Bach 1én da’y, ciing dinh lam tho, nhung doc
duoc tho Thoéi Hiéu da dé trude d6, danh vat bt ngira mit ma than
ra ng: “Nhan tié n hitu canh dao ba't @i ¢ — Théi Hiéu dé  thi tai
thuong @2 u” (Trudc minh cb canh néi ching duge — Thoéi Hicu dé
tho & ché ¢ da u). b6 1a thai d6 tu trong va ¥ thae thim my coa vin
nhan khong cam long cho ra doi “thtr pham”, khong ung chiu lap lai
ta m thuong, té nhat trong nghé thuat. Loi tién tri ké thém mot cau
chuyén khac:

Tu su hoc



Tir chd i mét tu sy té nhat kho khan vo phuong ctru chira, Nang an
trai cA m dé hu cA” u ra mét hién thuc méi cé tén 1a Toi Lai.

(“Truyén choi,” 10)

Cai goi 1a “hién thuc” hoéa ra chi 1a “hién thuc hu cd u” qua mot
lang kinh chu quan nao do6, va “hién thuc quan phuong” chung cudc
ciing chi 1a mét trong nhié u cach nhin ma théi. Con ngudi 16a thé c6
thé dwoc nhin tir nhié u géc do khac nhau ma tré nén thd tuc hay
nghé thuit. Trude khi &n trai cA m, Adam va Eva an nhién véi mot
hién thyuc trong @6 16a 16 1a ty nhién, thanh sach, tham chi con c6 thé
1a chuin muc. Trai cA ' m da lam ho thay ddi goc nhin: 16a thé tho
thanh nho ban, xa u xa, phan dao dirc va cd n che day. An trai cd m
14 buée ra ngoai “chuidn muc” cho sén @é cha p nhan sy to n tai cong
sinh cua nhié u “hién thyc” khac nhau. Nhitng c6  gi ng dé vuot
thoat chu kié 'n dé u 1a khong tuéng, twa nhu con dié u ty ci't dut
day @é duoc bay cao hon trong truyén “Ba u troi” (“Truyén hu,” 6).
“Hién thuc” ma con ngudi cd gd ngnd m bi t va thé hién trong vin
chuong qua cam nhan chu quan ciua minh ciing nhu thé dudi theo “hu
anh” hay nhu “mét doa bé bo theo moét qua boéng dang tur tir 1€n
khong” (“Truyén hu,” 14). Twong tu nhu chuyén Trang Chu chiém bao
hoéa buém, rd i ngin ngo khong bié t Trang Chu mo héa buém, hay
buém mo hoéa Trang Chu, Loi tién tri @6 ng thoi nhi ¢ nguoi doc
cha "t nghi nhimg “hién thyc” ho dang 6 i mit (“Truyén thoi,” 5, 8).

Loi tién tri hoi tu nhié u trié "t Iy Péng — T4y, do vay cb thé doc nd
trén né n ngu ngdén — trié t hoc. Twong d6'i 6 ¢ day 1a tu tuong
Trang tt. Truyén “Tién nghi” (“Truyén mé,” 4) ké v& con khi 6 m
thoat ra khoi chud ng ré ilai tu nguyén quay vé  chi vi “sinh vat bén
ngoai khé n khé 14 m, ho ludn phai di tim moi thtr ¢ ngoai chué ng



ma khéng hiéu ra ng trong chudé ng da cé sdn moi thir ro6 i” phat
trién ¥ trong thién “Dudng sinh chu” cua Trang tir . Trang tir chi ké don
gian ra ng con ga rung du phai di ca chuc budc moi tim dwge mié ng
an, ca traim bude méi tim duge mié ng ud ng, ma van khong chiu dé
duoc nuodi dudng trong 16 ng. “Tién nghi” di xa hon, thay ga rung
ba ng khi (con vat twong can con ngudi), chi ra ¥ niém “tu do” da bi
danh ma 't nhu thé” nao théng qua “thuid n dudng” vat cha't va
cudng ché . Ciing muon y tir thién “Td ¢ Duong” trong Trang tir
“Chié 'n xa” mo da u ba ng hinh anh hai vuong qué ¢ Man va Xac
duoc xay di p trén hai simg cia mot con 6 ¢ sén di tré thanh binh
dia sau cudc tuong tranh:

Chié n xa

Sau chié n tha ng, con lai mot minh véi chié n xa gitta hai vuong
qud ¢ Sing - O ¢ Sén di thanh binh dia, Tuéng quan cam tha y vo
ciing ¢6 don vi khong con ai tranh doat véi minh, d4 tung chié n xa
vao hu v6 va gitra sa truong khong mét bong nguoi, ong tu tach doéi
minh, chuin bi mét tran chié n mdi.

(“Truyén choi,” 1)

Viée vi tuéng quan ty tach minh lam hai dé tié p tuc chinh chié n
thé hién tu duy ludng phan d6 i lap theo kiéu bién biét “thi — phi,”
“thién — ac,” “trd ng — den,” hay “tv nga — tha nhan.” N6 ciing khié n
nguoi doc lién tuéng dé n mot doan trong phim “The Dark Knight”
(Hiép si béng dém, 2008). Khi tinh mang bi uy hié p, Nguoi Doi
(Batman) hoi G Hé  t6i pham (Joker): “Sao mi lai mu6 n gié 't ta?”
Ga Hé cuoi: “Gié "t mi a? Ta khong mud n gié t mi! Ta s& lam gi khi
khong c6 mi? Quay vé pha tan bon da u trom dudi cudp u? Khong,



khoéng, mi...mi bd sung cho ta (You complete me).” Cac mit d6 i lap
t0 n tai trong quan hé bién chimg: khong c6 “tra ng” thi “den” khong
t0 n tai; khong con “thién” (Nguoi Doi) thi “4c” (Ga Hé ) tré thanh
mot khai niém vo nghia, tré6 ng rong. Né u nhu chuyén “Xtc — Man
chi tranh” trong Trang nir ban vé nhimg tranh cha p nho nhoi, khong
c6 ¥ nghia gi cua con nguoi gitra mot vil try bao la, thi “Chié n xa”
tié p tuc phat trién né theo mot huong khac. Né u tu duy ludng phan
d6 i 1ap véi cac cuc “tich cuc” va “tiéu cue,” thi con nguoi thuong co
xu hudng ga n “tu ngd” vao phia “tich cuc” (“daing”) va nhin “tha
nhan” ¢ phia “tiéu cyc” (“sai”). Pa "y 1a cai Phat gido goi 1a tu duy bién
kié 'n, chi quan, phan biét — d6'i dai (“Truyén meé,” 1-3; “Truyén

M

dau,” 12); va da’y ciing 1a d32 u mo6 i cua nhimg xung dot, phan
tranh, kh6 nan (“Truyén mé,” 5). Tu tuéng Phat gido vé ban nga uéc
1¢ (conventional self) va vd nga (non-self) cling dugc tha’y kha
nhié u trong Loi tién tri (“Truyén ai,”2; “Truyén choi,” 6; hay “Truyén

hu,” 5).

Dé dang tha y rd ng khi cac hinh tugng, ¥ tudong tir cAc vin ban
khac dugc nguoi doc st dung dé dién giai truyén, chting da duoc
chuyén sang nhirng ngit canh mdi, tao ra cac tuong tac ngir nghia méi
& da’y. Van c6 thé nhan ra duoc Hac vang, T6  Nix, hay Vua Lear véi
nhing thuéc tinh ¢6” hiru, nhung nay da 1a ho da 14 cac nhan vat caa
Loi tién tri voi nhitng hiéu ang maoi. Loi tién tri khong hoan toan la
phong tac (pastiche), cling khong 1a diéu nhai (burlesque). N6 1a hy
phong (parody), 1a ngu ngén trié "t Iy hién dai khié n nguoi doc phai
mim cudi tdn thuéng truée nhimg phat trién tinh té~ cac ¥ tuong
Dong — Tay phong phtt ma n6 dan dung.



Phép doc cud i ciing 1a doc cham va suy nghiém. Loi fién tri ngd n
gon, nhung c6 d6 nén vin chuong — trié t 1y cao. C6 truyén chi vén
ven mot chit Par nhu “Sita” (“Truyén ai,” 9), nhung dé hiéu no, phai
hiéu Sita — mot trong nhitng nhan vat chinh trong sir thi Ramayana
cia A" n Do. Theo bo sir thi ndy, trong khi ciy ruong, Vua Janaka phat
hién ra hai nhi Sita giita mét lué ng cay, thé nén Sita dugc xem nhu
con cia Me Pa’t, san sinh ra tir sy phd i ngiu gitta Vua va DAt va tro
thanh biéu tuong nhan héa cua P4 t pho n thuc, tru phi. Khong co
cht giai, nhimg cau chuyén ké trong Loi tién tri nhu bay ra trude ban
doc nhirng tro choi 6 chir v6i hang ngang, hang doc dan xen, va noi
dung chuyén cfing 14 thong tin dé ban doc tim thém cw liéu hd tro cho
dién giai cua minh. Véi nhié u ban doc, c6 1& day ciing khong phai 1a
nhitng 0 chit qua kho, va doc chuyén sé tré thanh mét hanh trinh
khao c6 tri thire Iy thd. Véi mot s6° ban doc khac, ¢ thé khong dé
dang dé hiéu Loi tién i ngay tir 14 n doc da u tién. Tuy nhién, 161
van xudi tua nhu tho cua tap sach c6 1€ sé dem lai cho ban nhirng xtc
cam tham my nha "t dinh. Hay thu tu Iy giai noi dung truyén theo cach
hiéu cua ban. Hay chia s¢ nhimg ciu chuyén véi ban bé, cho ho bié "t
ban da hiéu cAu chuyén 4 y nhu thé  ndo, va theo ho, chuyén nén
duoc doc va giai thich ra sao. Hay thir 1am nhu thé” va ban s& ra’'t
ngac nhién khi tha y sy da dang cua cac cach doc va dién giai. Ciing
c6 thé s& co ai @6 trong s6  ban bé cua ban s& chi cho ban cac viin ban
“hd tro”. Khi 4"y, hiy doc lai truyén va so sanh cach doc méi véi cach
doc trudce day cua ban: ban da trai nghiém mot hanh trinh tri thire nho
nho rd i da"y! Hay nhé: nhu 1oi tién tri cua giot swong trong sach, cai
phai dé n ta "t s& d& n, nhung cling cA n phai c6 thoi gian, ban a!

On Chau, thang 5 nim 2011



Hoang Luong
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