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Frank,
khong co anh, co 1é em da khong thée’
lam dworc diéu nay



Khuc dao dau

London, 14 thdng Ndam ndm 1602

Nhung con hém cia Southwark chim trong bong dém, t6i tdm va hiu
quanh. Khong khi phang pha't mui rong réu, c6ng ranh va ca chét. Anh bat
giac si€t chat tay c6 roi kéo co di ti€p. “Le ra ching ta ctr di men theo bo
song. Trong ngd ngdch hdn ddn nay ngwoi ta khong lac dwong mai la,” anh
thi thao.

“Diing th&, va & mdi géc t0i déu c6 bon trdom cwdp va sit nhin rinh
rap.” Giong cd vang lén thich thd. “Tuyét qud phai khong? Con tdt hon
ngan l4n so v&i viéc ng'6i lam bai tdp vé nha trong bon birc twong ngot
ngat!” C6 vén chi€c vay ndng va voi va di tiep.

Anh bat gidc nhéch miéng cwoi. Lucy qua la ¢6 nang khi€u ddc nha't vo
nhi, lic nao cling tim ra dwgc mat tich cyc ctia hoan canh. Ngay ca céi goi
la thoi hoang kim cta nwdc Anh dang bi thue tai tdm t6i boc tran vé doi tra
cling khong khién cd kinh sor, ngwore lai 13 ding khéc.

“Ti€c that, ch?ing bao gio’ minh ¢6 hon ba ti€ng dong h6,” ¢6 néi khi
anh bit kip. “Hamlet chic s& hay hon néu khdng phdi xem vao nhiéu ky.”
C6 khéo 1éo né mot viing bun kinh t&m, it nha't thi anh cling mong d6 chi la
bun. R6i ¢6 tung tay nhay vai budc va xoay tron mot vong. “Ly tri dad bién
tat cd chiing ta thanh nhitng ké nhdt gan. .. tai that, nhi?”

Anh git dau, c6 kiém ché& d€ khong nhéch mép cwei Tan nira. Anh luén
nhuw the bén Lucy. N&u khong cah than thi trong anh sé nhwy mot thing ngé
ngan!

Ho dang trén dwong t&i cau London. L& ra di qua cau Southwark thi
tién hon, nhwng rai thay & thoi nay né con chwa dwoe xay. Nhwng ho phai
nhanh chan 1&n, néu khong mudn cudc ngang tit vé the’ ky 17 ctia minh bai
1.



Troi a, néu c6 the 16t phing cdi ¢d 4o tring citng do’ nay ra thi gid ndo
anh ciling tra! N6 dau khac gi cai vong nhya deo quanh c0 lii ché sau khi
phau thuit.

Lucy 1& sang con phd ddm ra b song. C6 vé nhw ddu 6¢ ¢6 van van
veong voi Shakespeare. “Anh phai cho 6ng ta bao nhiéu d€ dwoc phép vao
Globe Theatre thé’, Paul?”

“Bon dong xu to, nhwng anh ciing khong bi€t thé” 1a bao nhiéu.” Anh
cwoi. “C6 1€ bing ca nim tién lwong cia hin.”

“Du sao ciing dat muc dich. Chd ngdi ly twdng.”

Ho di nhw chay d&€n cau London. Cling nhw ldc dén day, Lucy dung lai,
ngidm nghia nhitng ngdi nha x4y trén ciu, nhwng anh kéo co di tiep. “Em c6
nh¢ 1o dng George din khong: HE dirng chan qud 1au dudi ctra s thi sé bi
gioi bd 1én dAu da’y,” anh nhic. “Hon nita em con ddnh dong 1am ngudi ta
dey!”

“Khong gi6éng nhr minh dang déng trén cau nhi, trong cheamg khac gi
mot con phd binh thueong. O, anh nhin Kia, tdc diwong! Da dén ldc ho phai
xay thém vai cy cau ntra roi.”

Khac voi nhitng ngdé hém, trén cau dong nghit, song dam xe kéo, vong
long va xe ngua di vé phia bo kia song Thames khong nhich 1én dwoc phan
ndo. Xa xa dang tredc vang lai tleng cwoi nodi, ti€ng chiri bdi, ti€ng ngwa
hi, nhung khong ai ro tai sao lai tic & nhuw vay. Sat bén ho, mot nguoi doi
mil den ngdi trong xe ngwa thd dau ra. CS 4o ding ten tring h'd cirng clia
Ong ta udn cong I€n t&i tan tai.

“Khéng c6 dwong nao khdc di qua con song héi thdi nay sao?” Ong ta
20i vong 1én v&i ngudi ddnh xe bang tiéhg Phép.

Ga xa ich 14c dau. “K& ca néu c6 thi ciing khdng quay dau duoc nira, ta
dang méc ket & day! Toi sé& chay 1én phia trudc xem c6 chuyén gi. Chéc 1
s€ so'm di ti€p dwore thoi, thwra ngai.”

Ngwoi dan 6ng gam g bire bd'i roi rut cdi dau ddi mii ciing chiéc co do
vao xe, trong khi xa ich da treo xudng, co6 len qua ddm dong nhdn nhéo.

“Anh nghe chwa, Paul? Ngwoi Phdp,” Lucy thi thao hdo hirc. “Khach
du lich da’y!”

“U. Hay that. Nhwng minh phai di ti€p, khong con nhiéu thi gio nira.”
Anh nhé mang mang da tirng doc & dau d6 rang s& c6 ldc ngudi ta phd cay



cau nay va xay lai né & cach vi tri cii mwoi 1am mét. Pay that khong phai
mdt chd t6t d€ vueot thoi gian.

Ho bam theo ga danh xe ngwoi Phap. Nhung di dwoc may budc thi
ngwoi va xe chen chdc khéng lam sao chen qua noi.

“Nghe dau c6 mdt xe ché dau bi bit Itta,” ngudi dan ba phia trede ho
ndi bang quo. “Khong can than khéo lai thiéu rui cd cdy cau mat.”

“Theo nhuw t6i bi€t thi khong phai 1a hom nay,” Paul 1am bam va tom tay
Lucy. “Pi nao, ching ta s€ tr& ngugc lai va doi veot thoi gian & bo bén
kia.”

“Anh con nho mat khau ch? Phong treong hop ching ta khong tdi
kip.”

“Hinh nhuw cuit di la viea thi phai.”

“Gutta cavat lapidem!'!, ngdc a.” Co khiic khich cwdi ngahg 1én nhin
anh. P6i mit xanh cta c6 14 ldnh phan khich. Anh syc nhé Falk di néi gi
khi anh héi vé thdi diém hoan hdo. “Anh s& chang phi sitc 1dm nhdm. Anh
ctr hanh dong thoi. Sau d6 ¢ the ¢6 &y s€ cho chi mot cdi tat va thé” 1a chu
hiéu ngay.”

Puwong nhién Falk mu6n bi€t anh 4m chi ai. Nhung Paul khong may
httng thii v&i nhitng cudc tranh ludn mé dau bing “Chi thira biét nhitng
mdi quan hé gitra dong ho de Villiers va Montrose chi nén mang tinh cong
viéc!” va két thic, “Hon ntra ddm con gdi nha Montrose déu danh d4, sau
nay ho déu thanh tinh nhw quy ba Arista ca.”

Panh da gi chi! Cac ¢c6 Montrose khac thi rd't ¢6 th€, nhung Lucy thi
chéc chéin khong.

Lucy, ngwoi mdi ngdy déu khién anh cang thém yéu thwong, nguoi
dwoc anh tin cdy gti gdm nhitng diéu anh chwa tirng néi v&i bat e ai.
Lucy, ngroi ma. ..

Anh hit mot hot sau.

“Sao anh dirng 1ai?” Lucy hdi, nhwng anh da cii xudng d4p mdi minh 1én
moi ¢6. Sudt ba gidy, anh lo s¢ s€ bi cd day ra, nhung dwong nhw cd da
vt qua duoc sy bt ngor va ddp lai nu hdn cha anh, ban dau de dit, r'oi
mdi ldc modt n'dng nan hon.



Thyc ra day khong hé 1a thoi di€m hoan hdo va thyce ra ho dang qua
vOi, vi bat ctr lic nao ho cling c6 th€ vegt thoi gian, va thyec ra thi...

Diéu thir ba thyc ra la gi thi Paul quén khud’y. Gio’ chi ¢6 Lucy 1a ta't ca.

Nhung roi khi 4nh mét lwdt qua mot béng ngwdi doi mii t6i mau sim
sup, anh kinh hoang nhay lui lai.

Lucy ngo ngdc nhin anh mdt thodng, roi cd dd mit cdi gdm xudng
chin. “Em xin 16i,” ¢6 ngwong nging 1am bam. “Larry Coleman ciing bdo
em hon giéng nhw xét ca vd'c phic bon tir gai xanh vao mat ngwoi ta.”

“Phic bon t& gai?” Anh lic d4u. “Ma Larry Coleman 13 thing quy tha
ma bét nao?”

Gio thi ¢6 ngo ngac thye sy va anh ciing chealng ngac nhién. Biang cich
nao dé anh phai ¢4 traim dp con rdi loan dang hoanh hanh trong dau. Anh
kéo Lucy ra khéi vang sdng cua nhirng ngon dud’c, gitr vai va nhin sau vao
mét co. “Nghe nay, Lucy. Thit nhat: Hon em gidng nhu 1a... nhw 1a... dn
dau tay. Thir hai: Anh ma tém dwoc thing Larry Coleman d6, anh s& da'm
dap miii hin. Thit ba: Em hiy nh& that k¥ ldc chiing minh dirng lai. Nhung
bdy gio’ minh dang c6 mdt va'n dé€ nho nho.”

Anh ldng im ha't ham vé ngwoi dan 6ng cao 1on dang wng dung buwde ra
tir dwdi bong chiéc xe th'd va cii xudng bén cra sO cd xe ngya clia nguoi
Phap no.

Lucy tron mét khiép dam.

“Xin chio, nam twde,” hdn néi bing ti€ng Phdp. Nghe giong hin, Lucy
bau chat tay Paul. “Rat vui dwoc gdp dwoe ngai. Puwong toe Flanders toi
day xa that.” Hin gat chiéc mii trum dAu xudng.

Trong xe vang 1én mot ti€ng kéu thang thd't. “Tén ba twd'c mao danh!
Ngwoi lam gi & day? Sao lai thé' nay?”

“Em cung rat mudn bi€t,” Lucy thi tham.

“Ngai chao hdi hau dué cia minh nhw vy sao?” Nguoi kia vui vé dap.
“Du sao thi ta ciing 1a chau ndi ctia chau ndi chau ndi ngai. Va mac du ta
van thwong bi goi 1a ké vd danh, ta ddm bdo v&i ngai 13 ta ¢6 tén dang
hoang. Tham chi con nhiéu tén 13 ding khac. Ngai cho phép ta 1én xe han
huyén ch? Pirng day khong dwoc thodi mdi cho 14m, va ciu con tic 1au.”
Khdng c¢an doi cau trd 10 hodic ngodi nhin xung quanh 14y mdt T4n, hin mé
clra tréo vao xe.



Lucy kéo Paul né sang bén, cach xa dnh dudc thém hai budc nira.
“Pung 6ng ta dd’y! Nhwng tré hon nhiéu. Ching ta nén lam gi bay gio?”

“Khong lam gi ca,” Paul thi thdm. “Ching ta dau th€ t&i d6 chao hoi!
Ping ra chiing ta khong dwgc phép c6 mat & day.”

“Nhwng sao dng dy lai & day?”

“Mot sy tinh co’ ngu xuan. Du thé nao ciling khong dwgrc d€ 6ng &y nhin
tha’y minh. Di th6i, chdng ta phai toi bo song.”

Nhwng khong ai nhic nhich. Ca hai cung nhin nhw bi thdi mién vao 6
ctra sO xe ngua tdi mo, cam thay con hi€u ky hon cd khi nhin 1€n san khau
Globe Theatre ban nay.

“Trong Tan gdp truede, ta da néi rd cho nguwoi biét ta nghi gi vé nguoi,”
giong nam twdc ngwoi Phdp vong ra tw trong xe.

“O, diing 1a ngai da lam th& that!” Tiéng cwoi khé cta vi khach khién
Paul n6i da ga, du anh khdng néi dwore vi sao.

“Quyét dinh bat di b4t dich!” Nam twdc hoi lac giong. “Ta s€ giao ¢
mdy ma quai dé cho bén lién minh, ba't k& cac ngwoi c6 dung mwu ma
chudc quy nao d€ ngin can ta. Ta bi€t ngwoi cling hdi cung thuyén voi quy
dwe.”

“Ong ta n6i thé nghia 12 sao?” Lucy thi tham.

Paul chi lic dau.

Lai mot ti€ng cwoi khé vang 1én. “Cu t6 can nghi va ml quang cuda ta
oi! Cudc dovi clia ngai - va ca cia ta - s€ thanh thoi bi€t bao néu ngai chiu
nghe ta thay vi nghe 130 gido cha hay nhirng ké cuong tin dang thwong bén
lién minh. Gi4d ma ngai biét dung tri tué thay vi chudi trang hat, gid ma ngai
nhén thitc dwoe rang vai trd clia minh con 1én hon nhitng gi cha cd cia
ngai giang giai.”

C6 vé nhr nam twde kia doc “Kinh Lay Cha” thay cho cau trd 1oi. Lucy
va Paul chi nghe thdy 0ng ta kh€ 1am bam.

“Amen!” Nguwoi khach the dai. “Vay day la loi cu6i cla ngai vé
chuyén nay?”

“Nguoi 1a quy di hién hinh!” Nam twdc thot 1€n. “Ra khodi xe ngay va
dirng bao gio xua't hién trede mét ta.”



“Tuy ngai thoi. Vay chi con mdt viéc nhd. Lau nay ta chwa ndi ra vi
khong mudn khién ngai lo 1ing khdng c¢an thigt. Nhung chinh mit ta trong
thy trén mo ngai ghi ngay ma't la 14 thang Nam ndm 1602.”

“Nhung d6 la...” Nam twdc noi.

“... hom nay, chinh x4c. Tw gio’ t&i nira dém cling khong con dai.”

Mot tiéng kho khe vang 1én twe phia nam tudrc.

“Ong &y dang lam gi th&?” Lucy thi thao.

“Ong &y dang phd vo luat 18 cta chinh minh.” Paul nGi da ga t&i tan
gdy. “Ong &'y néi vé...” Anh ngtrng bit vi cdm gidc non nao quen thudc lan
truyén trong long da.

“Xa ich cuda ta s€ quay lai ngay,” nam twdc néi, giong ldc nay da lo so
thuc su.

“U, ta cling bi€t th&’,” Vi khach dap kha tho or. “Thé& nén ta ciing dang
voi day.”

Lucy ép tay 1€n bung. “Paul!”

“Anh bi€t, anh cling cam thdy ro6i. Chét tiét... Phai chay thdi, n€u
khong ching ta s€ ro1 xudng song mat.” Anh tom Idy tay c6 kéo di, than
trong khong d€' 16 mat vé phia ctra sO xe ngua.

“Lé ra ngai ma't tai qué nha, do mot trdn cim dang ghét bi€n chirng,”
Ho nghe tha’y ti€ng ngwoi khach trong lic len 1én di qua. “Nhwng hién gio
ngai lai dang c6 mat & London v&i stiee khoe d'6i dao - néi cho cung 1a nho
nhtrng Tan tham héi cua ta - nén da cé gi dé bi 1€ch lac nghi€m trong. La
con nguoi chu ddo, ta thd'y phai cé trach nhiém gidp Than Chét mét tay.”

Paul dang mai quan tdm dén cam giac ndn nao trong da va nham tinh
xem con bao nhiéu mét ntra 1a t&i bor, thé” nhung ¥ nghia cda nhirng 1o néi
kia len 16i vao tdm thirc khi€n anh khyng lai.

Lucy khé huych vao swon anh. “Chay di!”
“Chi con vai gidy ntra thoi!”

cO kéu 1én roi vung chay.

Anh c& nhidc dau goi bai hoai, va trong ldc chay, khi bo song gan ké
bit dAu nhoe di trrdc mét, anh nghe thay tir trong xe vong ra mot tiéng thét
rung ron ¢6 nén, ti€p theo la ti€ng kho khe: “Quy di!” - r'éi chi con sy im
lang chét choc.



Hoém nay, vao lic 15h, Lucy va Paul phdn nhdnh hoi khie vé nam 1948. Khi
quay tré lai liic 19h, ho roi xuéng chdu hoa hdng trwoc civa s6 Long Dién,
trong bé trang phuc cua thé’ky 17 wo't nhoet.

Ho co6 vé khd hodng loan, noi ndng linh tinh, nén du ho khong muon, toi
van quyét dinh bdo cho hudn twoc Montrose va ngai Falk de Villiers.

Thwc ra chuyén rat don gidn.

Hudn twoc Montrose con nho rdt ré [é hdi hoa trang dwoc to chiec
ngoai vieon vao nam 1948. Trong 1 héi, mot s6"vi khdch - gom c6 Lucy va
Paul - da ngd xuong ho cd vang sau khi qud chén.

Hudn twoc Lucas da chiu trdch nhiém vé chuyén nay va hira sé dén boi
hai khom hong Ferdinand Picard va Mrs John Laing bi gidp ndt.

Lucy va Paul bi khién trdch nghiém khdc, rdng trong twong lai phdi
trdnh xa bia rwou, bdt ké’ o thoi ky nao.

Trich Bién nién sir Doi Cdn vé
18 thang Mui hai ndm 1992
Twong thuét b&i: J. Mountjoy, mon sinh dé nhi



CHUONG 1

“Nay céc vi, day 1a nha tho’! Khong phai chd d€ hon nhau!”

Tbi kinh hdi mé& choang mét, hap tAPp i lai. Clt ngd s& phai d6i dién
v&i mot vi linh muc ¢ hit mit may gian dir ti€n dén trong bd 4o 1& lwdt
thudt, toi chuah bj twr the” sdn sang d6n bai gido hudn nghiém khic nhwr si'm
sét giang xudng dau. Nhung nguwoi pha ddm nu hdén cta ching téi khdng
phai linh muyc. Ciing chéng phai 1a nguoi. N6 1a mot con quy da nho nho
chém ché trén bing ghé& nha thd ngay canh budng xuwng tdi. N6 kinh ngac
nhin to61 hét nhw t61 nhin no.

Ma khé c¢6 the néi tdi dang kinh ngac. Chtr kinh ngac ky thwc khong da
d€ miéu ta tAm trang hién tai cua tdi. That Iong ma ndi, téi nhw vwra trai qua
mot cd mat y thiec tram trong.

Ta't ca déu vi nu hdn nay.

Gideon de Villiers vira hon t6i - Gwendolyn Shepherd.

L& ra to6i phai trr hodi vi sao hén lai dot nhién ndy ra y nay: trong budng
xung tOi cia mot nha tho nao d6 & Belgravia vao ndm 1912, ngay sau mot
cudc dao tau hut hoi, veeot qua di chwdng ngai vat chir khong chi c6 moi
chiéc vdy b6 dai t&i mét cd chan véi ki€u ¢d bé linh thily nuc cudi.

T6i ¢6 th€ phan tich so sanh nhirng Ian tirng dwoc bon con trai khac
hon, d€ biét 1y do vi sao Gideon lai hon tuyét hon nhiéu.

T6i cling c6 the€ ban tim vé birc vach duc 6 ctra xwng tdi ngin gitra hai
chiing t6i khi€n Gideon phai ruedn ca hai tay va chui dau qua, va dé khong
hé la diéu kién ly twdng cho viéc hon hit, chwa k& dén viéc to6i khong mudn
cudc doi toi thém 187 rim, sau khi vira dwoc biét minh thira k& gien vuot
thoi gian ctia dong ho cach diy ba hom.

Nhung trén thye t€ thi tdéi khdong nghi dwoc gi hét, c6 chang chi 1a 4i,
hwm va nira di!



Vi th€’, t6i khong d€y thd'y cam gidc n6n nao trong da, mai toi khi con
quy d4 nhd trén bing gh& nha tho khoanh tay trirng mét nhin, mai t&i khi
mét t6i cham t&i tAm rém nhung ctia budng xung tdi ban ndy con xanh
mudt gior da hda ra mau niu todm lom, t6i m&i nhan ra ching tdi da quay
tré vé thoi hién tai.

“Chét tiét!” Gideon lui lai, b61 r61 gai gdy.

Chét ti¢t? Toi roi bich twr trén chli fdng may xudng, quén ludn ca con
quy da.

“T6i tha'y ciing c6 d&n ndi t& 1dm dau,” toi c& ra vé tinh bo. Tiet 1a hoi
thd hon hén cda toi lam gidam an twong &y. Khong the nhin thgng vao mit
Gideon, t6i danh ti€p tuc tran trdi nhin tA'm rém nhya nau ciia budng xwng
t0i.

Troi a! Toi vegt gan tram nam thoi gian ma khong bié€t gi, vi nu hon
nay da hoan toan, tuyét d6i khi€n toi... sitng s6t. Khong strng s6t sao dwoc
khi vira phit trieéc con nghe hin cin nhin niy no, phit sau di c6 mit trong
cudc reot duoi, phai chay long téc gay tried'c mot 1 ngwoi mang sting. R'6i
dot nhién - ctr nhuw sét gitra trdi quang - nghe hin bio minh 12 mot nguwdi
that dac biét, va con hdon minh nira. Va cach Gideon hon nira chir! Lap tiec
t6i ghen ti v&i tat ca nhitng con bé da day hén hon.

“Khong ¢6 ai & diy.” Gideon ngo ra r'oi roi khdi bu'dng xung tdi. “T6t.
Minh s& bét xe buyt tré lai Temple. Di thdi, chic ho dang chd chiing ta.”

T6i nhin hin chong choc qua tAm rém. Thé nghia Ia gic hin mudn quay
lai lich trinh thwong nhat? L€ ra sau khi hon (ky thyce tredre d6 thi tdt nhat,
nhwng gio thi dd qua mudn) ta can phai 1am rd vai diéu mang tinh nguyén
tdc chir nhi? Liéu ny hon d6 da 1a mot dang td tinh? T6i va Gideon gior ¢
phai da thanh d6i? Hay chiing t6i chi hon hit cho vui vi chealng con chuyén
g1 hay ho hon ma lam?

“T6i khong di xe buyt trong cdi vy nay dau,” toi kién quyét, cd ding
1én mot cach kiéu sa nha't ¢ the. Tha cin dit ludi chir tdi s& khong hdi hin
nhirng cau vwra vot ra trong déu.

Chié&c vdy t6i mic 1am tr lya tring, v&i may chi€c no soc xanh da troi
& eo va ¢0, ¢6 1€ 1a dinh cao thoi trang ciia nam 1912 nhwng khodng thuwce sy
tién loi d€ tham gia giao thong cong cdng & the' ky 21. “Minh bit taxi.”



Gideon quay lai nhin, nhung khong phdn d6i. Chic hin ciing khong
nang nic doi di xe buyt trong chiéc do dudi tom va quan 1a li thflng tdp, mic
dit nom hén rit banh, nhat 12 m4i téc lic niy 1da xda budng xudng tran
thanh nhitng lon rdi chr khong con chéi ép sat vao sau tai nhw hai gio
truede.

Tdi budc ra sanh chinh noi hdn dang dirng va xuyt xoa vi rét. Trong nay
lanh cit da cit thjt. Hay tai ba ngdy qua tdi gan nhur khong ngt? Hay tai
chuyén vira m&i xay ra?

C6 1& trong mdt quing thdi gian ngin ngdi vira roi, co the toi da tiét ra
legng adrenalin con nhiéu hon cd mwei sdu nam trwedc cdng lai. Qua nhiéu
chuyén x4y ra ma lai qud it thoi gian d€ suy ngdm, khién dau 6c toi chi
chyc no tung trede vo s& thong tin va cam xdc. Néu l1a nhan vat trong
truyén tranh, gio’ chic qua béng thoai chira dau hodi khéng 6 di lo' Iing
trén dau toi. Va cd 1€ ca vai cdi dau lau nura.

T61 ty dong vién minh. Néu Gideon mudn lam nhw chwa cé chuyén gi
da xay ra thi ctr viéc, t6i cling cha kém. “Puworc, thé thi ra khoi day thoi,” toi
cao giong. “Toi lanh qua.”

Tadi dinh chen qua hin, nhwng hén niu tay tdi lai. “Em ndy, vé chuyén
vira ndy...” Hin ngirng néi, c6 18 mong toi ngit 1.

Di nhién 12 tdi khong 1am vay. T6i thuc sy td md mudn biét hin dinh
néi gi. Ngoai ra tdi lai tha'y khé thé khi ding sit ngudi hén.

“Nu hon d6... Toi khong...” Lai modt cau nira chung. Nhwng ngay 1ap
ttre t0i da thAm dién not vao chd trong.

T6i khong co y do.

U, 15 r'6i, nhing n&u vay thi 1& ra hin khong nén lam thé, ding khong?
Nhu thé c6 khdc gi chdm Itra d6t rém r'oéi sau d6 ngac nhién khong hi€u vi
sao nha chay, (U, so sanh hoi ngu.) T6i khong hé mudn lam d& cho hén nén
chi lanh lung nhin va cho doii. Nghia 12 t6i c6”tinh bor nhin hin va cho doi,
chir con trén thye t& thi ¢ 18 anh mét t6i lai néi rang Em la Bambi bé bdng,
xin dirng dn thit em. Ma t6i lai khong th€ lam gi khac, chi thi€u nwdc moi
dwdi run 14p bap ntra 1a da bo.

T6i khong co y do. Nao, ndoi ra di!

Nhung Gideon khong néi 1o ndo. Hén rit mot chiéc kep tim ra khdi
mdi toc 161 b cta tdi (chic ki€u téc cudn &c sén phirc tap gio trong nhu da



c6 doi chim vao lam t0), cam 18y mdt lon téc va cudn quanh ngon tay. Tay
kia kh& vudt ma to6i. R'6i hin cdi xuéng va hon tdi Tan nira, Tan nay rat dé
dit. T6i nhdm mét lai - va hét nhw lic ndy: Pau 6c¢ t6i lai ¢6 dip do’ ra, (chi
con i, hiem va nira di!)

Nhung chi dworc khoang mudi gidy, vi ngay sau do, mot giong ndi byc
b6i vang 1én ngay canh bon tdi: “Lai nira ha troi?”

Toi hoang hot kh€ day Gideon ra. Mit con quy da dap thezlng vio mét
toi. N6, ding hon 1a hon ma cua nd, dang dung dwa treo ngwoc nguoi tw
toa giang.

Gideon budng téc toi ra va 1am vé mit bang quan. Oi troi oii! Gio hén
nghi th& ndo vé t6i? Khong th€ nhan ra diéu gi trong d6i mét xanh luc,
ngoai mdt thoang xa la.

“T0i... toi tedng, toi nghe tha'y ti€ng gi,” To6i lam bam.

“Thé& a,” Hin hoi dai giong, nhwng nghe van rat than thién.

“Cau nghe thdy t¢,” con quy d4 néi. “Cau nghe thdy t&!” N6 to bing
con meo, mat ciing twra tira mat meo. Nhwng ngoai doi tai linh miéu to nhon,
né con ¢6 hai cdi sing tron va d6i canh nhod trén lung. Pudi nd phi vay, dai
nhw cdi dudi than 1dn ngoe ngudy, chép dudi hinh tam gidc. “Va ciu con
nhin thay to nira!”

T61 khong dap.

“Ta nén d1 thi hon,” Gideon noi.

“Cau c¢6 th€ nhin va nghe thdy t&!” Con quy da nhd kéu 1én murng ro,
tha nguwoi roi tee d€ toa gidng xudng ghé€ bang roi nhay twng tung. Giong
n6 khan khan nhuw tré con tit mdi. “T¢ biét ngay ma!”

Tuyét d6i khong pham ba't c sai TAm nao ldc nay, khong thi tdi s€
ching bao gi® thodt dwoc né. Toi bude ra phia cira nha the, 4nh mit 1am
bd than nhién lwdt qua hang ghé’. Gideon m¢ ctra cho toi.

'7?

“Céam on nhé, lich sy thé"!” Con quy dé cling ludn ra theo.

Tdi hoi nheo mét trong 4nh sdng khi ra d&n via he du troi nhiéu may,
che khudt mit troi. Toi doan lic nay 1a khoang chap to1.

“Doi to voi, doi to véi!” Con quy da giat giat vy toi. “Chiing ta cén
noéi chuyén gap! Kia, ciu dang gidm 1én chin t& diy... Ding lam ra vé
khong nhin thdy to. T¢ bi€t 1a ciu nhin thay to!” Mot tia nwde tir miéng



né bin ra wét mot vét nho nhd trén ddi Ging cai khuy cia toi. “Oi, xin 16i
nhé. T¢ h'6i hop qud nén mai the”.”

T6i ngwde nhin mat tién nha tho. C6 1€ né mang phong céach kién tric
thoi Victoria, voi nhi€u 6 ctra kinh sdc s& va hai ngon thap yéu kiéu.
Nhirng vién gach moc xen déu véi 1op vira mau kem tao nén mot duwong
diém vui nhén. Nhwng du cé nguwdc cao bao nhiéu, toi cling khéng phat
hién ra ba't cr birc twong hay con quy mang x&i nao. Ky la thit, sao hon
ma kia van con quanh quan ché'n nay.

“Té & day!” Con quy da quap moéng 1én twong ngay triedrc mili toi. Nhw
tA't ca nhitng con quy khdc, né ¢6 the leo tréo nhw thin 18n. T6i nhin thing
vao vién gach canh dau n6 khoang mot gidy roi quay di.

Gio thi con quy da khong con ddm chic liéu toi ¢6 nhin thdy né. “O
kia, t& xin cu ddy,” né néi. “Néu dwgrc ndi chuyén voi ai d6 khac ngoai
h'6n ma cta ngai Arthur Conan Doyle thi hay qua.”

Con quy con ranh thiat. Nhwng dwng hong Iwa t6i. K€ ciing t6i nghiép
né, nhung t6i biét 10 quy nay cé the gy phién nhi€u d&n mirc nao. Hon
nita né con pha dam nu hon cla tdi. Vi né ma c6 1& Gideon dang nghi ring
toi chanh.

To61 ti€p tuc ¢6 hét stec tang 1o nd. Troi a, ¢ Chia chirng giam, t6i con
ca dong chuyén dang gdng vao co day.

Gideon budrc ra vé dwong vAy taxi. D nhién 1a hin bit ngay duworc xe.
C6 nhirng ngwoi luén gap may. Hodc ¢6 uy quyén troii cho, nhw quy ba
Arista ching han. Chi ¢an ba dirng lai bén vé dwdng va nhin mot céch
nghiém khic 12 taxi da phanh kit.

“Pi thoi chir, Gwendolyn?”

“Cau khong th€ ctr thé chudn di dwoe!” Cai giong tré con khan khan
nghe ra't nirc n¢, thé lwong. “Chiing ta chi vira méi tim dwoc nhau ma.”

Néu chi c6 mot minh, hin t6i da tic ludi néi chuyén v&i né. Du ¢6 rang
nanh nhon hoét va bd méng vudt, trong né van ra't dang yéu. Va hinh nhu
n6 khong c¢é nhi€u ban. (T6i cd 1a h'on ma ngai Arthur Conan Doyle c6 viéc
khac quan trong hon 1a buon dwa 1€ v&i ddm quy dd. Ma 6ng &y & London
lam gi nhi?) Nhwng néu giao Iwu v&i ma quy tred'c mat ngwoi khac thi may
ra ngwoi ta s€ nghi 1 ban gid vor hodc dién trd, con thwong thi sé bj coi la



tam than. Toi khong dai gi d€ Gideon nghi minh bi tAm than. Hon ntra, Ian
cudi cing tdi 16 miéng bét chuyén véi mot con quy d4, né bam t6i nhing
nhing d&n ndi to6i con khong the di vé sinh modt minh.

Thé 12 tdi 1am mit lanh nhw tién leo 1én taxi, mit nhin thgng. Bén canh
t6i, Gideon nhin ra ctra s&. Tai x& im ling, di vAn nhudng may ngim ky
trang phuc cia bon t6i qua gwong chi€u hau. That dang n€.

“Sép sau rudi,” Gideon cd ra vé bang quo. “Thao nao tdi d6i nga'u.”

Nghe th&, tdi m&i nhan ra bung minh dang d6i ¢'on cao. Lat banh trong
btra sang tdi da khong nudt noi vi khdong khi nang né€ bén ban dn & nha, con
btra trira & treong van khé nud't nhrr moi khi. Nhd @&n ma'y 14t banh kep va
banh nwdng ngon lanh trong bira trd ctia quy ba Tilney tdi van tiéc dlt rudt
vi hut dn.

Quy ba Tilney! Mii gio’ tdi m&i nhé ra la ¢an th6ng nhat véoi Gideon
V€ cudc phiéu lru mao hi€m nam 1912. Du sao sy viéc cling d6 b& qua mirc
cho phép, va t6i khong r6 Poi Can vé s€ nghi thé nao. Gi ch cir lién quan
dén s ménh vwot thoi gian thi ho khong biét dua. Téi va Gideon nhén
nhiém vu tr& vé qua khir d€ 18y mau nhan dang quy ba Tilney vao mdy
dong h'6 (cling phai néi thém, to6i chwa hieu r6 1y do vi sao, nhung ¢ vé
viéc nay vd cung quan trong; theo nhirng gi t6i bi€t thi it nhat cling quan
trong ngang v&i ctru roi the gidi). Tuy nhién triedc khi bon t0i kip hanh
dong thi xua't hién c6 chi ho Lucy va Paul, von dwoc coi nhirng ké 4c trong
toan bo vu ndy. It ra 1 ca nha Gideo nghi vdy, va hin ciing a dua theo ho.
Nghe dau Lucy va Paul di 18y cip chiéc may dong h'd thit nha't va cling
voi nod tron vé qua khir. T nhiéu ndm nay, khong ai biét tin gi vé ho - cho
dén khi ho xudt hi€n & nha quy ba Tilney va lam ddo I6n bwra ti€c tra nho
nho cda bon toi.

Con nhirng khau sting nhap cudc tir ldc ndo thi téi dd quén béng vi qua
so. Toi chi bi€t mot ldc nao d6 da tha’y Gideon gi vao gdy chi Lucy khau
sing ma 1& ra han khong dwoc phép mang theo (ciing nhuw toi cling khong
dworc mang theo dién thoai di dong, cdi thit dii sao cling khong dung d€ bin
chét nguoi dwoc!). R6i sau d6 ching téi tr6n trong nha tho. Tuy nhién
sud't thoi gian 4y t0i van cam thay chuyén Lucy va Paul khong hin da den
tring rd rang nhw nha Villiers vin khang dinh.

“Minh s€ néi thé€' nao vé vu quy ba Tilney?” Toi héi.



“Hwrm,” Gideon mét moi day tran. “Ta khong can néi d&i, nhung trong
trrong hop nay c bd qua vai chi tié€t thi hon. T6t nha't 1a em ¢ d€ minh
toi n6i.”

Hin lai hién nguyén hinh, v&i céi giong hich dich quen thudc. “Tuin
1€nh,” t6i dap. “Tdi s€ chi gat dau va ngdm tdm, nhw nghia vu cda 1l con
gai.”

T6i ba't gidc khoanh tay tredc nguc. Sao Gideon lai khong the cu xw
nhw ngudi binh thwong 18y mot Tan? Thoat tién hdn hon t6i (ma khong chi
mot Tan!) d€ roi ngay sau d6 lai ra vé nhw dwong chire tredng hdi?

MOi ngudi ching tdi cir the” ddn mat vao 6 ctra s& canh minh.

R&t cude, Gideon 12 ngudi phd vor sy im ling, khién tdi c6 chit dic y.
“Cé6 chuyén gi th&, em bj méo #n ma't lwdi sao?” Giong hin c6 vé ngwong
ngung.

“Sao co?”

“Me t0i thwong hdi thé h'6i téi con bé. Nhat 1a nhirng khi tdi ng6i tro’
kha’c nhw em bay gio.”

“Anh cling c6 me?” N6i xong cau nay, t6i m&i nhan thdy cau héi cla
minh m&i d4n lam sao. Oi Chia 01!

Gideon nhwéng may. “Th& em nghi sao?” Hén thich thd hdi. “Em nghi
to6i 12 ngwdi may do béac Falk va ong George 14p rdp ha?”

“Co néi th€ cling khong ngoa. Anh con gitr anh h'6i bé khdng?” Hinh
dung ra em bé Gideon dau troc 16c khong c6 s¢i téc nao, mdt bau binh, ma
phiing phinh, t6i ba't gidc mim cwoi. “Thé bd me anh gior & dau? Ho cling &
London?”

Gideon 14c dau. “B& t6i mat roi, con me tdi hién sOng & Antibes, mién
Nam Phdp.” Hin mim moi trong gidy 14t khi&n toi twdng hén lai lui vé cAm
ling. Nhung r'oi hin néi tiép: “Cung em trai tdi va ngudi chong mdi, dng
Bertelin Cié-goi-chii-la-bo’. Ong &y c¢6 mot cong ty san xud't cic phu kién
cuc nhd tir bach kim va dong danh cho mdy méc dién ti, chic chin 1am #n
phét dat 1im: cdi du thuyén chodng 16n ctia dng 4y duworc dit tén Crésus.”

To6i kinh ngac mot cach chan thanh. Thwong thi Gideon khong phai la
nguwoi ti€t 16 nhiéu thong tin ca nhan nhw thé". “Thé a, nhwng nghi he & d6
chic tuyét 1&m?”



“T4't nhién,” Hin mia mai. “B& boi & d6 1én gap ba san quan vot, va
voi nude 18p trén cdi du thuyén khon kiép kia toan bing vang.”

“T6i tha'y du th€ nao ciing con hon tip Téu nong dan khong ¢6 10 swdi
& Peebles.” Gia dinh t6i chi di nghi he & Scotland thoi. “Né&u t6i 1a anh va
c6 gia dinh & mién Nam Phap thi cudi tuan nao tdi cling s€ t&i tham ho.
Ngay cd khi ho khong c6 b& boi hay du thuyén.”

Gideon lic d4u nhin t6i. “Th& ha? VAy em dinh 1am th& ndo n&u cit vai
ti€ng lai phai nhay ngwoe vé qua khir? SE€ khdng phai 1a mot trai nghiém
tng buwng khi dang phong 150 km gio trén dwong cao t6c.”

“U nhi.” Xem ra ciu chuyén vuot thoi gian nay doi voi toi van con qué
moi la, va téi chwa hinh dung dwo'c moi hé qua caa né. Tong cdng chi ¢
muoi hai ngeoi mang gien vweot thoi gian rai qua moi thé” ky - chinh t6i
con chwa tin noi minh lai 12 m6t trong s6” d6. L& ra nguoi &y phai 1a ¢6 chi
ho Charlotte ciia toi, ngwdi da don hét nhiét huyé&t d&€ chuah bi nim vai tro
nay. Nhwng khong hi€u sao me t6i lai trdo doi ngay sinh cta tdi khi€n moi
chuyén dao 10n hét ca. Gidng nhw Gideon, gio t6i chi ¢6 hai lwa chon: Mot
14 nho' mdy dong h'6 hd trer, vt thoi gian mot cach ¢6 ki€m sodt, hai 1a
ba't cho't bi ban vé qud khit ba't cit liic ndo va bat ¢t noi ndo. Kinh nghiém
xwong mau cho tha’y lira chon thit hai khong ma’y dé chiu.

“Ta't nhi€n anh phai cdm theo mdy dong h'd d€ thinh thoang con phan
nhanh h'6i khir vé nhirng thoi di€m an toan,” To6i nghi thanh ti€ng.

Gideon thé phi ngan ngam, “U, dwoc thé thi dwong nhién nguoi ta c6
th€ thanh thoi du hi, dwoe biét thém v6 sd di tich lich s trén duong.
Nhung bd qua chuyén s€ khdng ai cho phép t6i khoac ba 16 dgng may dong
h'6 di lang thang — em s& lam gi trong lic thi&u n6?” Hén nhin sang ctra s&
bén t6i. “Tai Lucy va Paul nén gio chi con ¢6 mdi mdt chi€c nay thoi, hay
em d3 quén r6i?” Lic nao cling th&, cit nhic d&n Lucy va Paul 1a giong hén
lai so1 1én.

T6i nhdn vai, mét lai nhin ra cra xe. Chiéc taxi bd nhw rua vé hwdng
Picadilly. Thé&" c¢6 ngén khong. PBung lic tan tam trong thanh phd’. C6 khi
cud’c by con nhanh hon.

“Xem ra em van chwa y thitc dwge ring em khdng con nhiéu co hoi d€
roi khoi hon ddo nay, Gwendolyn!” Giong Gideon thodng chiit cay déng.
“Hodc ra khdi thanh ph6". Thay vi di nghi & Scotland, 1€ ra gia dinh nén cho



em dwoce thdy ca thé gidi bao la m&i phéi. Gio’ thi dd qua mudn. Em nén
chuih bj tinh than di, gio’ thi em chi c6 thé ngim ta't cd nhitng gi em mo’
woc qua Google Earth.”

Tai x& taxi 161 mot cudn sdch bd tii nhau nhi ra, tya vao lwng ghé roi
than nhién doc. “Nhung... anh da ting toi Bi, va Paris,” toi n6i. “va te d6
tréd vé qua khir d€ 148y mau cua cdi 6ng gi gi a4y, va...”

“Piing th&",” hin ngét 1oi. “Pi cling béc t6i, ba linh cin vé& va ba thiét ké
trang phuc. Mot chuy&n di tuyét voi! Lai con t&i mot nede la hodc nhw Bi
ntra chir! Ai ma khong tirng mo dwoe du lich ba ngay toi Bi?”

Ridm 16 lai tredre sy gay gat dot ngdt cta han, tdi 1f nhi: “VAay anh mudn
di dau, n€u dworc phép chon?”

“Y em 12 n&u t6i khéng vwedng phéi 161 nguyén veot thoi gian? Oi troi
- t61 khong bi€t nén b&t d4Au to dau. Chile, Brazil, Peru, Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, Canada, Alaska, Viét Nam, ch, New Zealand...” H&n nhéch
miéng cwdi. “Tém lai 12 di khip noi, trir 1én cung tring. Nhung chaamg hay
ho gi ma nghi d&€n nhirng viéc ca doii khong lam dwoc. Nén chap nhan thye
t&1a ca cudc dovi ching ta s€ rat té nhat vi chealng duworc di dau.”

“Né&u khong tinh nhitng Tan vueot thoi gian.” Toi chot dd mat khi nghe
hin néi “ddi ching ta”, nghe c6 chiit gi d6 khd... gan gili.

“Thi it ra cling phai dwgre dén bl cong bang cho su ki€m soét va tli ting
vinh ctru nay chr,” Gideon néi. “Néu khong cé nhirng Ian vt thoi gian,
chic toi da chét vi budn chdn tir 1au. Nghe ra't phi 1, nhung d6 1a sy that.”

“T6i thi chi can thinh thodng xem mdt bd phim gay can la da du cing
théng than Kinh, that day.”

T6i n6n néng doi theo mdt ngwoi di xe dap dang ludn lach qua dam xe
¢ Un tic. Toi chi mudn vé nha! Dong xe trede mit khong nhich thém 13y
mot phan, con anh tai x€ ham doc sach lai ¢6 vé ra't thda man vi th€’.

“Gia dinh anh & mién Nam nwdc Phép, thé con anh sdng ¢ dau?” Toi
héi Gideon.

“T6i m&i c6 cin ho & Chelsea. Nhung thuyc ra chi d€ tdm va nga. Néu
c6 dip t&i dwore d6.” Hin thé dai. Chic 1a trong ba ngay vira r'oi hin ciing
ngh it nhw t6i. C6 khi con it hon. “Trwede d6, t6i s6ng v&i nha bac Falk &
Greenwich, tr nam mwoi mot tudi. Sau d6 me téi quen cai 1do c¢6 bd mat
ngtra don va ndy ra y dinh roi khoi nwd'c Anh; D6i Can vé ta't nhién phan



dd1i kich 1iét. Chi con ¢6 vai ndm ntra 1a t&i cd veeot tre than dau tién, ma toi
thi con v6 s6 thir phai hoc.”

“Thé& 12 me anh d& anh lai mot minh?” La me toi thi toi chic ba s& chéng
bao gio’ no’ lam thé’,

Gideon nhtin vai. “T6i rd't quy bdc tdi, trtr nhitng khi phai gin v&i cdi
méc hoi trudng thi bac 4y khd 6n. Toi thd'y bac 4y du gi cling ngan Tan dé
chiu hon cdi ngwoi téi phai goi 1a cha dwong kia.”

“Nhwng...” T6i thyce tinh khong ddm héi, nén chi ddm map mdy moi,
“anh khong nhé me a?”

Lai nhdn vai. “Dén tin ndim mudi 13m tudi, khi téi van ¢d the di lai an
toan thi dip nghi nao t6i ciing di thim me. Va mdi ndm it nh4t me tdi cling
téi London hai I'an. N6i 1a di tham t6i, nhung thyce ra 1a d€ ba tiéu tién cta
l1ao Bertelin. Me t6i nghién quén do, giay dép va trang sirc c0. Va nghién ca
nha hang thyc dwong hang sao.”

Mot ba me y hét trong truyén tranh! “Th€ em trai anh?”

“Raphael &y a? N6 da tr¢ thanh dan Phéap chinh g6c. N6 goi cdi 1ao mat
nhin mudn tat kia 1a b6"va s€ ti€p nhan veong qudc bach kim d6. Mic du
hién gio’ cdi thang lwdi chdy thiy &y chwa chic da 14y ndi tAm bang trung
hoc. N6 d¢€ tam dén bon con gai hon sach v&.” Gideon dat tay 1én thanh
gh€& phia sau lwng toi, ngay 14p tirc hoii thé chia tdi loan nhip. “Sao trong em
nhu bi chodng thé”? Em th&y theong hai to1 sao0?”

“C6 @61 chdt,” téi thanh that dap, trong 1ong nghi dé€n cdu bé mwoi mot
tudi phai c6 don & lai nedc Anh. Gilra nhitng con ngwdi day bi hi€ém bét
cau hoc dau ki€m va vi cam. Va cd mda cdul Bac Falk tham chi con khong
phai bac ruot, chi 12 ho hang xa cia hén.

Ding sau vang 1én tiéng coi gidn dir. Anh thi x& taxi chi ngang 1én mot
thodng d€ nhich xe di ti&p, mét van dan vao sach. T6i hy vong chwong d6
khong qua h'6i hop.

Gideon dwong nhw chealng de' y gi dén Ong ta. “Tdi ludn coi bac Falk
nhw cha,” réi hin mim cwdi khi nhin xéo qua tdi. “That da’y, em khong can
nhin t6i nhw nhin David Copperfield dau.”

Sao nhi? Ly do gi ma tdi phdi vi hdn v&i David Copperfield?

Gideon thé dai. “Y t6i mudn néi d&n nhan vat ti€u thuyét ctia Charles
Dickens chi khong am chi nha do thuét. Thinh thodng em cé doc sach



chi?”

DAYy, lai 1a hin, ga Gideon quen théi tinh twéng. Pau 6c tdi twéng da
ring dong truedre sy tin twdng va than thién. La thay, tdi gan nhw nhe nguoi
khi lai thd'y hin ddng ghét tré lai. T6i vénh mit 1én, r6i nhich ra xa hon
mot chut. “T61 thich van hoc hién dai hon.”

“Th& w?” Mit Gideon sang 1én hao hirng. “Vi du?”

Hin dwong nhién khong thé biét, nhiéu nim nay tdi thwong xuyén bj
Charlotte tra tAn bang cau hdi ndy v&i vé cao ngao y hét. Tdi doc khong it
va toi ludn sin sang ti€p chuyén. Nhung Charlotte ludn coi nhirng thir toi
doc 1a “kém gid tri” va “chuyén dan ba ngd ngan”. P&€n mot ldc, toi khong
con chiu noi ntra va 1at kéo, pha hdong hoan toan tro vui cda cd nang. Poi
khi ngwoi ta phai dung chiéu gy ong dap lwng 6ng. Nhat thi€t khong dwoc
d€ d61 phwong nhén ra ba't cir chit do dw nao trong giong nodi, phai khéo
1éo thodng nhéc d&n it nha't mot nha viin dang ndi vi c6 sich ban chay, tot
nhd't 1a nguwoi minh da thye sy doc réi. Con nira: mot tac gid ngoai qudc
cang la cang tot.

T6i ha't cdm nhin thealng vao mét Gideon: “A, vi du nhw t61 ra't thich doc
George Matussek, Wally Lamb, Pjotr Selvjeniki, Liisa Tikaanenen. Nhin
chung t6i rat thich cdc tac gia ngwoi Phian Lan, ho ¢6 gu hai hwdc dac biét.
Toi doc hét cua Jack August Merrywether, du tic pham cudi ctia 6ng &Yy
khién t6i hoi that vong. Va dwong nhién cd Helen Marundi, Tahuro
Yashamoto, Lawrence Delaney, tat nhién ca Grimphook, Tcherkovsky,
Maland, Pitt...”

Gideon strng st ra mat.

T6i dao mét. “Rudolf Pitt, khdng phai Brad Pitt.”

Khée miéng hén hoi giat giat.

j‘Méc du phai néi 1a t6i khong thich Tuyét Ametit chit nao,” toi li€n
thodng ndi ti€p. “Cé qua nhi€éu an du nang n€, anh c6 tha’y vay khong? Khi
doc, t6i ctr ¢6 cam giac nhw ai d6 da viét ho 6ng dy.”

“Tuyét Ametit?” Gideon nhic lai va toét miéng cudi. “A, W, toi ciing
cam tha’y cuén d6 qua nang né€. Ngwore lai, tdi thay cuén Con lid ho phdch
cyc hay.”

T6i khong the khdong mim cwoi dap lai. “ff, ding, voi cudn Con li ho
phdch, dng Ay xirng dang dwoc nhan gidi thwedng van chwong quoc gia clia



Ao. Anh tha’y Takoshi Maruro thé nao?”

“Nhirng tdc pham ban dau thi con dwoce, nhwng vE sau toi thdy hoi
nham khi 6ng &y ctr xao di xao lai nhirng 4c mdng thoi tho &u,” Gideon
dap. “Trong cdc nha van Nhat thi t61 thich Yamamoto Kawasaki hon, hodc
Haruki Murakami hon.”

Gio thi t6i bat cwoi khic khich khong ngwng. “Piing 1a Murakami cé
tOn tai that!”

“Td1 bi€t,” Gideon néi. “Charlotte cé tang t6i mdt cudn ctia Ong aYy.
Néu T'dn sau chuyén tro vé sach v, toi s€ gidi thiéu cho ¢6 &y cudn Tuyét
Amatit cua - t€n 6ng ay la gi nhi?”

“Rudolf Pitt.” Charlotte dd ting hin sich? Chj ta that 1a, him, d&
thwong. Khong phai ai cling nghi ra dwgre manh &y. Va ho con lam gi voi
nhau ngoai ban luan vé siach v&? Tam trang phan khich cta t6i ¢t nhw bi
thoi bay mat ti€u. Lam sao tdi lai ¢6 th€ ngdi tan chuyén tao lao voi
Gideon ctr nhw gitra hai dira khong hé c¢6 chuyén gi xay ra? Trudc hét can
phai 1am 18 vai diéu c6 tinh nguyén tic da. T6i chdm chi nhin hin va 13y
hoi that sdu, du con chwa biét rd sé hdi hin diéu gl.

Vi sao anh hon toi?

“Chting ta sip d&n noi r6i,” Gideon bao.

Bi cit ngang dong suy nghi, to6i nhin qua ctra xe. Pung that - trong ldc
bon t6i bdp chét voi nhau, nguoi 1di xe da d€ cuén sach sang bén va di tiép,
sap 1& vao Crown Office Row & khu Temple, tru s& chinh clia Ddi Can vé
bi mat. Lat sau xe dwng trong mot bai dd tw nhan, bén canh mot chiéc
Bentley bong nhoang.

“Anh c6 chic 1a dwoc dd & day?”

“Khong sao dau,” Gideon tran an va ra khéi xe. “Khong, Gwendolyn,
em ngdi yén trong xe, cho toi di 14y tién,” hin néi khi toi dinh ra theo.
“Hay nho: Du ho héi bat cir di€u gi, em d€ t6i néi. T6i quay lai ngay.”

“Pp'ong h'd vain chay da’y,” tai x& taxi nhic nhd:.

T6i va anh ta nhin Gideon mat hit sau nhitng tdoa nha cd kinh cua
Temple. Mii dé&n lic nay t6i m&i nhin ra minh bj b lai d€ cworc tién taxi.

“Co lam & nha hat?” Tai x€ hoi.

“Sao a?” Mot cai bong gi phanh phach bay qua trén dau chung t6i!



“T6i chi hai vi bd @6 phuc trang ky di tho6i.”

“Khong, & bao tang.” Trén ndc xe cb ti€ng cao sot soat la tai. Nhw the
c6 con chim vira dau xudng. M6t con chim 1on. “Cai gi the?”

“Gi kia?” Tai x& héi.

“T6i nghi 1a c¢6 con qua hay con gi d6 trén néc xe,” Toi phadp phdng hy
vong. Nhung dwong nhién khdng c6 con qua nao trén néc xe tho dau xudng
nhom ngé. D6 1a con quy dd nho twr Belgravia. Thay vé mat kinh s¢ cda toi,
n6 né& nu cwoi dic chi trén cdi mit meéo roi nhé mot ngum nwde 1én kinh
chén gié.



Khong gi cdn noi tinh yéu vieg't qua tdt cd
Cira hay then déu vo ich
Tinh yéu khong co khoi ddu
Mai mai ddp cdnh, mdi mdi bay.
MATTHIAS CLAUDIUS (1740-1815)



CHUONG 2

“Ngac nhién chwra?” Con quy da kéu 1én. Tw lic t6i ra khéi xe tdi gior, nd
li¢n thodng khong nging. “Khong dé gi trén dwoc bon niy dau nhé.”

“Puore roi, biet roi. Ciu nghe day...” Toi b1 rd1 ngodi nhin chi€c taxi.
To6i bao tai x& minh phai chui ra gdp vi budn noén, va lic nay anh ta dang
nhin theo ddy nghi hodc, kinh ngac vi thdy t6i 1dm nham v&i bic twong.
Gideon van ma't tim mat tich.

“T& con bi€t bay nira co’.” PE€ chirng minh, con quy dad xoe canh. “Bay
nhw doi. Nhanh hon bt ctr chi€t taxi nao.”

“Gio thi nghe day: Chi vi t& nhin thdy cdu, khéng c6 nghia la...”

“Nhin thd’y va nghe thd'y!” con quy d4 ngét 1oi. “Cau c6 biét diéu nay
hi&m 14m khong? Ngwoi cudi cling nhin va nghe dwgc t& 13 quy ba
Tussaud, nhung ti€c 1a ba 2y chglng dodi hoai gi dén t&. Ba &y chi toan vay
nwde thanh vao té va ciu nguyén. Quy ba tdi nghiép 4y hoi nhay cam.” N6
ddo mét. “Cau biét roi da'y: chirng Ay cdi dau lau...”

N6 lai nh6 mot ngum nwde, ngay triede chan toi.

“Théi cai tro Ay di!”

“Xin 16i! Chi vi t& hdi hop qua. Chit hoai niém vé cdi thoi t& con 1a
ong thoat nwde.”

T6i khong hy vong thoat dwgc né I'dn niva, nhuwng it nha't toi cling muén
thit. Bing cdch than thién. Thé 12 toi cdi xudng ngang tAm mét né. “Cau
hin 1a mot anh chang d& thuwong, nhung ciu khong the nao & canh t&! Poi
t& da da phirc tap va that long ma ndi, t& cling quen qua da ma roi. Vay ciu
lam on bi€n di cho.”

“Té& ¢6 phai 1a ma dau,” Con quy dd gidn doi. “T& 1a quy. Hay ding
hon 1a phan sét lai ctia quy.”



“Thé& thi khac gi?” Toi tuyét vong thdt 1én. “Té khong dwore phép nhin
thd’y ma 1an quy, cu lam on hi€u cho! Quay vé nha tho cta ciu di.”

“Co6 gi khac a? La that ddy! Ma chi 1a hinh anh phéan chi€u ctia nguoi
chét ma vi mot 1y do nao d6 khéng mudn roi bd thé” gian. Nhuwng t& da la
quy tir ldc con sdng. Cau khodng the vo diia ci ndm, x&p t& cling v&i 1ii ma
fam thwong dwgec. Vi lai d6 khong phéi 1a nha tho cia tor. Td chi thich
quanh quan ¢ da’y.” Anh tai x& taxi ha h6c m'6m nhin t6i. Qua canh ctra d¢
ngd, c6 1€ anh ta da nghe tha’y hét - tirng tw 16i noi.

T6i 6m dau. “Khong can bi€t. Du sao thi ciu ciing khong th€ & canh

Z, 9

to'.

“Cau s¢ gi?” Con quy da tin cay ti€n lai gan tdi roi ngoeo dau sang mot
bén. “Gio lam gi con trdo dwa phu thay 1€n gian thiéu, chi vi ho nhin va biét
nhiéu hon nhirng nguwei binh thwong.”

“Nhung gio’ nguoi ta s€ bi tong vao nha thwong dién néu néi chuyén
voi ma - a, va voi quy,” Toi néi. “Cau khong hi€u la...” Toi ngwng bat. VO
ich thoi. Than thién cliing chzatng di t&i dau. Thé nén to6i nhdn mit va néi 16
mang hét ctr. “Chi vi tao xui xéo nhin thd’y may thi may ciling con 1au m&i
c6 quyén doi & bén tao.”

Con quy da tinh queo. “Nhwng cau lai ¢ quyén & bén t&, c6 bé may
mén a...”

“Nghe mot Tan cho thing nay: May nhiéu 1dm! Lam on xéo di cho ranh
no’!” Toi quat.

“Khong, to khong xéo! R6i cdu s€ hdi han cho xem. Ga ban trai hon hit
cuia cau quay lai roi kia.” N6 chu mo hon chun chut.

“Ac, im di.” Téi nhin thd’y Gideon vira ré tir géc phd dang sai budc tién
lai. “Bi€n ngay!” To6i nghi€n rang thot 1€n khong can map may moi, nhw
nghé si n6i ti€ng bung. Pwong nhién 1a con quy da chealng may may dong
tam.

“Pung 1én giong, ti€u thu!” N6 dic y. “Hay ludn ghi nhé: Gieo nhan
nao gat qua ay.”

Gideon khong di mdt minh. Sau lung hin 14p 16 béng dang tron tria cta
ong George. Ong chay thoin thoit mé&i theo kip Gideon. Bi lai, tir xa 6ng
da rang ro’ nhin t6i.

T6i ditng 1én, vudt phing vdy 4o.



“Gwendolyn, on Chia,” Ong George 14y khin tay thAm m6 héi tran.
“Moi chuyén On ca chir, chau bé?”

“Ong béo kia c6 vé& hut hoi qua nhi,” Con quy d4 néi.

“On a, ong George. Bon chau chi bi... ... vai vdn dé nho nhd.”

Gideon dwa may bang Anh cho tai x& taxi, dong thoi nhwdng may canh
céo to1 qua ndc taxi.

“... V& thoi di€m,” T6i 18m bam, mét nhin theo anh tai x& ldc dau 14i xe
roi chd va di khuét.

“U, Gideon ciing n6i gdp doi chit truc tric. Khong thé tin dworc, dau do
trong hé thong c6 161, ta phai phan tich that ky. C6 th€ phai doi tw duy.
Nhung quan trong 1 cdc chau khong sao.” Ong George chia tay ra cho toi
khoac, kha ky cuc vi dng thap hon tdi nira cdi dau. “Pi nao, chau gai, con
nhi€u viéc phai lam ntra.”

“Thwc ra chdu mudn dwoe vE nha cang som cang tdt,” Toéi néi. Con
quy da leo t6t 1én d'ng thodt nwdre, r'oi vira chuyén doc theo mang nwdc vira
gan co hat “Friends will be friends.”

“U, ta't nhién,” 6ng George ndi. “Nhung hom nay chdu m&i vé quéd khir
c6 ba tiéng. P& chic #n cho t&i trira mai, chau con phai phan nhanh h'i khir
vai ti€ng ntra. Pung lo, khong ¢6 gi va't va ddu. Chau chi ¢in ng'6i lam bai
tap trong mot cin ham dé chiju.”

“Nhung me chdu chic dang cho va lo 18ng!” Hom nay 12 thit Tw, theo 1&
& nha c6 mén ga nuedng va khoai tiy chién. Lai con bdn tim va giwong ém
ai dang cho ntra!

Trong tinh cinh ndy ma con bit tdi ng'6i 1am bai tip nira thi that qua
quét. L& ra phai cé ai viét gid’y xin phép cho t6i. Gan ddy, do ngay nao
Gwendolyn ciing phdi ddm nhdn sit ménh viegt thoi gian quan trong, dé
nghi tir nay dwoc mién lam bai tdp vé nha.

Con quy d4 van rong 1én trén mai nha. Phai kiém ch& 1im t6i mdi
khong nhéc né hat cho ding. Nhd Singstar va nhitng chiéu karaoke & nha
Leslie nén tdi thudc lau ca cac bai cia Queen, va biét chéic khong bai nao
néi dén dwa chudt.

“Hai ti€ng la da,” Gideon lai sdi bwde dai khién 6ng George va toi chdi
v khong theo kip. “Sau d6 ¢ 4y ¢6 the vé nha ngi cho day gidc.”



T6i ghét nghe hin ding ngdi thir ba d€ néi vé tdi khi toi hién dién, “U’,
c6 Ay dang mong the¢ 14m,” Tdi dap. “Bé&i vi ¢d &y thyc sy qud mét.”

“Ching ta s€ goi dién bdo cho me chdu mudn nhdt mwoi gior s€ dwa
chau veé,” 6ng George noi.

Muei gio'? Vinh biét ga nwdng. T6i ca la tw 1au trede cdi gior do, suit
ga clia toi dd bién thanh nan nhan cla thing em hdu d6i.

“When you’re through with life and all hope is lost,” Con quy da hat.
N6 vira bay vira men theo bo’ twong gach tut dan xudng, r'oi ha canh duyén
dang trén né€n da lat bén canh toi.

“Chiing ta s& bao 12 chdu con phai hoc,” Ong George tw néi v&i chinh
minh hon 1a v&i ti. “Con chuyén tré vé nam 1912 thi ¢6 1€ chau dung k€
gi v&i me. Me chdu van twdng chdu phan nhdnh h'di khir vé nim 1956.”

Gio ching t6i da ding truwedc tru s& chinh ciia Boi Can vé. Tw hang
tram nam nay, ddy 1a noi ki€m sodt moi cudc vt thoi gian. Nghe néi gia
toc Villiers 1a hdu dué chinh th6ng cia ba twdc Saint Germain, mdt trong
nhirng nguoi veet thoi gian noi ti€ng nhdt trong hé nam. Trdi lai, nha
Montrose ching t6i 1a hé ntr, va d6 1a Iy do d€ nha Villiers chflng may dé€m
xia d&€n ching toi.

Chinh ba twdc Saint Germain 1a ngwoi phat minh y twdng ki€m sodt
nhitng cudc vieot thoi gian bing mdy dong h'd, va dng ciing 14 ngudi dwa
ra yéu cau dién ro, buéc muwoi hai ngeoi veot thei gian mac dinh phai
dwoc nhan dién trong may dong h'6.

Cho d&n gio’ chi con thi€u Lucy, Paul, quy ba Tilney va mot ba nira,
mot cung phi ma t6i khong th€ nhé tén. Bon t6i ¢én 187y vai giot mdu cta
ho.

Cau hdi t61 hau la: Cu th€ chuyén gi sé xay ra khi nhan dién dworc ta't cd
mudi hai ngwdi mang gien vuot thdi gian va khic nhap huyét hgi? C6 vé
nhuw khong ai biét rd diéu nay. Riéng Poi Can vé&, mdi khi nhic dén b4 twde
thi déu rim rip cii d4u, t& hon ca moi sy ton tho mu quang!

Tb6i thi ngwoe lai, hé nghi d&n b4 twdc 1a nhw bj ai bép nghet ¢d, bdi Ian
cham trén duy nha't v&i dng 4y trong qua khir khong hé dé chiu.

Ong George thé hon hén budc 18n ciu thang trude toi. Véc dang thap
bé tron tria ciia 6ng ludn dem lai sy an Gi. DU sao 6ng ciling la ngwoi duy
nha't trong hoi khién toi tin twdng d6i chit. Trir Gideon - mac du, khong,



khong the goi d6 1a tin twedng. Nhin tr bén ngoai, toa hoi s& trong khdng
khac gi cac tdoa nha phan 1on dwgc diung lam van phong luét sw va noi &
cua cic giang vién Vién Luat hoc trong ma’y ngd hep quanh Temple. Nhwng
toi bi€t khu nay lon va hoanh trang hon rd't nhiéu so v&i vé ngoai khiém
nhwong clia nd, dac biét 1a dién tich ménh mong & dwdi tAng ngam.

Gideon gitwr t6i lai trrdc cra va nghién rang néi khé: “Toi da bao ho 1a
em bi mdt phen hoang h'on, nén néu muén vé nha s¢'m thi em hay lam bd
ngo’ ngdo mot chut.”

“Toi twdng t0i vAn ngo ngdo ndy gicr,” tdi 1am bam.

“Moi ngwoi dang cho cdc chdu & Long dién,” 6ng George thd hon hén
trén hanh lang. “Hai chdu ct di trwedc, ta s€ bao ba Jenkins dem chut d6 dn
1én. Chéc céc chau d6i 1m. C6 nguyén vong gi dic biét khong?”

T6i chwa kip dé nghi thi da bj Gideon da tém tay kéo di ti€p. “Mbi thir
cang nhiéu cang tdt a!” Toi ngodi qua vai néi voi 6ng George triede khi bi
Gideon kéo vot qua ctra sang 167 khac. Khé khin 1dm t6i m&i khong vap
nga vi chi€c vay lwot thwot.

Con quy da tung tang nhay theo bén canh. “T¢ thdy anh ban hon hit ca
cau khong duoce lich 1am 18m,” N6 no6i. “Ai lai 16i cdu xénh xéch nhw kéo
dé ra cho vay.”

“Pirng vdi the,” T6i nhic Gideon.

“Chung ta cang xong som bao nhiéu thi em cang chéng dwgc vEé nha
ba’y nhidu.” Khong rd hin chim chiit cho tdi hay chi mudn sdm thodt khoi
t01?

“Vang, nhung... anh c6 titng nghi ring c6 the tdi cling mudn tham gia
vao chuyén nay? T6i c6 hang dong cau hdi va da ngén chuyén ai ndy im
lang khong tra loi.”

Gideon hoi chdm budec lai. “Du thé nao thi hdm nay s€ khdng c6 ai tra
loi em dau - hdm nay ho chi mu6n biét vi sao Paul va Lucy don 16ng dwoc
ching ta. Xin 10i, nhung em vAn 13 nghi can 1o'n nha't clia ching t6i.”

MAYy tw ciia chiing toi khi€n tim t6i dau nhdi, roi 14p tirc cam tha’y bj
dong cham.

“T6i ma&i la ngwoi duy nha't khdng hé biét gi!”

Gideon tho dai. “T6i da ¢4 giai thich cho em mot Ian r'oi. Hién gior c6
th€’ em hoan toan khdng hay bi€t, va... vo tdi, nhwrng ai ma bi€t trong twong



lai em s& 1am gi. Em dung quén 12 khi d6 em van ¢6 th€ tré vé qud khi k&
cho Lucy va Paul vé viéc chiing ta d&n.” Hén ngirng 101. “A, em s& ¢6 the
ke.”

Tdi nguwde mét. “Anh cling the! Ma sao cir nha't thiét phai 1a mot trong
hai ching ta? Kj Margret Tilney ciing c6 th€ 12 ngudi d€ lai tin nhén trong
qua khir? Hodc céc linh can vé? Ho c¢6 th€ gri thu qua mdt trong s6 nhirng
ngwoi veeot thoi gian, chuyén t ba't ¢ thoi nao téi thoi nao...”

“Ha?” Con quy da nghét mat bay trén dau chiing t6i. “Lam on giai thich
cho t& chuyén hai ngwdi dang néi dwoc khong? T ching hidu gi sat.”

“Pwrong nhién la c6 mot s6 kha nang 1y gidi chuyén nay,” Gideon bwdc
cham bén t6i. “Nhwng hdom nay t6i cam thay ¢6 vé nhw Paul va Lucy - ¢6
the néi 1a da gdy an twong ddi véi em.” Han dirng lai, budng tay toi ra va
nghiém nghi nhin t6i. “Gia s khong cé mat toi & do, hin em da néi chuyén
voi ho, da tin nhirng ciu chuyén doi trd cta ho, thAm chi em con c6 th€ ty
nguyén hi¢n mdu d&€ ho dung cho may dong h'6 da danh cép.”

“Khong, toi s€ khong lam chuyén d6,” Toi phan d6i. “Nhung cé 1€ toi
thie sy mudn nghe nhirng gi ho dinh néi v&i chiing ta. Téi khdng thay ho
c6 vé gi doc ac.”

Gideon git dau. “Em thdy chwa, d6 chinh la di€u t6i dinh noi.
Gwendolyn, bon ho muén pha di mot bi mat dwoc bao vé€ hang tram nam
nay. Ho mudn chi€m doat thr von khdng thudc vé minh. D€ dat muc dich
4y, ho chi ¢an 18y dworc mdu cda ching ta thdi. Toi tin 1a ho khdng tw bat
cit thd doan nao d€ 13y dworec mdu.” Hin gat lon téc nau dang budng ri
xudng trdn khién toi ba't gidc nghet thé. Trdi a, hin qud dep trai! Doi mét
xanh mau ngoc luc bdo, vién mdi cong va mau da tring hoi xanh xao Ay -
moi thit noi con ngwdi hin déu hoan hio. Ngoai ra tir hin con tda ra mot
mii hwong dé& chiu khién tdi thodng wdc ao dwge vii dau vao nguc hén.
Nhung ta't nhién t61 khong lam the'.

“Cé 1& anh quén ma't rang ching ta cling mudn 14y méau cia ho. Chinh
anh ma&i 1a nguoi gi sing vao dau Lucy chi khdng phéi ngwoe lai,” Toi
néi. “Chi a8y khong ¢6 vii khi.”

Mot nép hin sau gian dit xud't hién gitta hai hang 16ng may cta Gideon.
“Gwendolyn, em hay thoi ngdy tho di. Khong 10 tai sao, nhwng chung ta da



bi nht rori vao & phuc kich. Lucy va Paul ¢6 lwc lwong vii trang hd tror. It
nhat 1a b6n choi mét d6!”

“Choi hai!” T6i kéu 1én. “Tdi cling c6 mit & d6 ma!”

“Nam, n€u tanh ca quy ba Tilney. N&u khong c6 khau sing cuia tdi thi
chic ching ta da chét. Hoic it nhat ho di c6 thé dung vil lyc d€ 18y mdu
cua chuing ta, ho ¢c6 mit & d6 chi vi muc dich d6. Con em thi lai mudn ndi
chuyén v&i ho?”

Tdi cdn moi.

“Nay?” Con quy da néi. “Cé ai nghi dén t& khong? T chéng hi€u dau
cua tai nheo gi!”

“To1 biet em dang hoang mang,” Gigng Gideon tuy diu di nhi€éu nhung
van cao ngao. “MAa’y ngdy vira roi em da né€m trdi va bi€t qua nhiéu. Ma
khong hé dwoe chuan bi. Lam sao em c¢6 th€ hi€u noi nhirng chuyén gi da
xdy ra? Em can v€ nha di nga. Do vay ching ta hdy lam nhanh cho xong.”
Hin lai tdm tay tdi 16i di. “T6i sé trinh bay va em x4c nhdn, dwoc chuwa?”

“Bi€t roi, anh ndéi cau d6 it nhat da hai chuc [an!” Toi byc bdi dap va
gidm chan tredc tAm bién dong dé& chit “N&” trén nén nha. “Céc vi cit bt
dau, khong can doi toi, tdi mudn di vé€ sinh te nam 1912 r6i.”

Gideon tha t6i ra. “Em ty tim dwoc dwong 1én chir?”

“T4at nhién,” T6i dap, du khong m&Yy tin vao kha niang dinh hudong cua
minh. Ngoi nha nay cé qua nhi€u ngdc ngach, hanh lang, ctra va cau thang.

“T6t qua! Vay la thoat duwgrc ga chan dé,” Con quy da ndi. “Bay gior cau
c6 the tw tw gidi thich cho to!”

To6i dori cho dé&n khi Gideon di khud't roi méi mé cira nha vé sinh va
bao con quy da: “Nhanh 1én, vao trong di!”

“Cai gi?” Con quy da giadn dw. “Vao nha vé sinh? That 1a, t& thdy viéc
nay co6 chut...”

“Té mic ké cdu thay thé ndo. O ddy khong c6 nhitu noi d€ ngudi ta
dwore yén than néi chuyén véi quy dau, ma t& thi khéng muén bi ai ching
ki€én! Vao di.”

Con quy d4 bit miii, mién cwong theo to6i vao nha vé sinh. Trong d6
thoang thodng mui thudc tay trung va chanh. T6i li€c qua mot lwgt bén
trong. Khdng c6 ai. “Cau nghe cho rd diy: t& biét chic t& khong dé gi thoat



dwoe cau, nheng n€u mudn & lai bén canh t&, ciu phai tudn thd mot s&
diéu, ro chwa?”

“Khong dwoc ngody miii, khong dwge chii bdy, khong dwoc doa
ché...” Con quy da ngan nga.

“Cai gi? Khong phai, t& chi mudn cau tén trong khong gian riéng cua
t¢. Té mudn dwoc & mdt minh vao budi tdi va trong phong tim. Trong
treong hgp ¢6 ai d6 hon t¢,” N6i dén day toi phai nu6t nwde bot. “thi t&
khong mudn bi nhom ngo, 1o chwa?”

“Oi gioi,” Con quy d4 biu mdi. “Phdt ngdn nay lai d&n tr ngwdi vira
kéo t& vao nha vé sinh co da'y!”

“Thé& nao, nha't tri khong? Cau sé ton trong khong gian riéng cia to?”

“Du th& nao t& ciing s& khdng nhin trom ciu khi tim hoic - kinh qu4,
troi phat phtt ho cho con - khi hon,” Con quy da nhan manh. “Chuyén nay
ciu khong céan phai lo. Binh thuwong t& cling khdng thich xem ngwoi khac
ngd. Khéng ngdy phi pho thi cling nhd dai, lai con ca nhirng chuyén t&
khéng mudn nhéc dén...”

“Ngoai ra ciu ciing khong dwoc ngit 1o t& lic & tredng hoic khi t&
dang né6i chuyén v&i ai d6 - va lam on: Néu mudn hat thi cling dwng hat
tred’c mat to!”

“T& con bigt bit chude tiéng kén dong rat siéu,” Con quy dd néi.
“Hodc ti€ng tu va. Cau c6 nudi cho khong?”

“Khong!” Tdi hit mot hoi that sdu. Chéc phai ¢6 than kinh thép méi doi
pho dworc nd.

“Cau mua cho to m6t con nhé? Khong thi meéo ciing dwgrc. Nhung
chiing n6 rat tinh twéng va kho choc tiec. M6t s& loai chim ciling ¢ th€ nhin
thay t&. Cau ¢ nudi chim khong?”

“Ba ngoai t& ghét nudi thid trong nha,” C& ging 14m t6i m&i khong bdi
thém 12 c6 18 ba ghét ca thd nudi tang hinh. “Nao, ching ta hiy bit dau lai:
Tén t& 1a Gwendolyn Shepherd. R4t vui dwoc lam quen voi cau.”

“Xemerius,” Con quy dd hon héd dap. “Vo cing han hanh.” N6 tréo 1én
bon rta mit réi nhin sdu vao mét toi. “That day! Rat, rat han hanh! Ciu
mua meo cho t& nhé?”

“Khong. Con gio thi ra ngoai, t& phai di vé sinh that!”



“Ui.” Xemerius cudng quyt vot ra khdng ¢an mé cira. Ra d&n hanh lang
no lai ngan nga bai “Friends will be friends.”

To6i & trong nha vé sinh 1du hon ¢An thi€t. To6i riva tay that ky va vo
nuedc lanh 1én mit, hy vong d4u 6c ¢6 thé tinh tdo lai. DAu thé, t6i van
khong tai nao chian ding nhirng y nghi dang quay cu'6ng trong nido. TAm
guong phan chi€u m¢& téc nhw vira ¢6 dan qua chui vao lam t0, tdi lua tay
vao cai ddm rd1 bu cd cao cho thgng va ra strc ty dong vién. Néu la Leslie,
hin né cling s€ lam th¢".

“Chi vai ti€ng dong h'o nira 1a xong thoi, Gwendolyn. Nhwng ma nay,
du mét ru va doi ngd'u, trong may ciing dau co te.”

Béng nguoi trong grong mé to ddi mét thim quang ma't ngd nhin toi
trach moc.

“O’, ¢6 chiit boc phét that,” Toi thwra nhan. “Trong may kinh qua. Nhwng
da c6 lic trong may con t& hon nhiéu. Nhw h'6i bi thiy dau ay. Nén la hay
ngang cao dau 1&€n! May s€ lam dwoe.”

Ngoai hanh lang, Xemerius treo ling léng nhu con doi trén chi€c den
chim. “O day hoi rung ron,” N6 nhan xét. “Ban ndy vwa ¢c6 mot Hiép si
Pén thanh mot tay di qua, ciu c¢6 quen hin khdng?”

“Khong,” Toi bao. “May ma khdng. Pi nao, ching ta phai theo 151 nay.”

“Cau giai thich cho t& vé vueot thoi gian ch?”

“Chinh t& con chwa hi€u.”

“Cau mua meo cho to nhé?”

“Khong.”

“Nhung t& biét chd cho khéng meo ddy. Oi, trong bd do gidp kia c6
ngwoi.”

T6i1 1én nhin bd 4o gidp. Pung that, mot doi mét 16e 1én sau chiéc mit
na. Chinh 1a bd do gidp ma hom qua t6i con hirng chi go g6 vao vai nd, vi
cit chiic mam d6 chi 12 mén @6 trang tri.

M¢i vira hdm qua ma ¢ ngd nhw da hang nam trude.

Trudc cra Long dién, t6i gdp thuv ky Jenkins. Ba dang khé né bung
khay nén ra't cam kich khi t6i m¢ ctra gitp.

“Tam thoi chi ¢6 tra va banh quy, chdu yéu,” Ba mim cwdi xin 16i. “Ba
Mallory da vé nha tw 1au, d€ bac vao bép xem con c6 th€ lam dwgc moén gi



cho bon tré déi nga'u day.”

Tuy ngoan ngodn git dau nhwng tdi biét chic, néu dong tai 1&n, chic
chin ngudi ta s& nghe tha’y da day t6i dang gao 1én: “Bdc goi tam mén gi &
quan Tau di!”

Moi nguoi da cho sin trong phong: Bac Falk ctia Gideon, v&i doi mét
mau ho phach va mdi téc mudi tiéu ludén lam t6i nghi d&n ché s6i. Bac si
White thflng do trong bd complet den mudn thud va dnh mét cau cé, va -
ngac nhién chwa - thady Whitman day Anh van va St cta t6i, con goi la thay
Séc. Ngay lap tirc tdi thdy ngai ngung gdp dodi, hai tay bat gidac ludng
cudng man mé dai no vdy xanh lo. Sdng nay thdy Whitman vira bit qua
tang t0i v&i Leslie trdn hoc va da xac cho ca hai dira mot trdn. Ngoai ra
thAy con tich thu toan b tai liéu tra ctru ctia Leslie. Xwa nay ching t6i van
dodn thay & trong nhém ndi vu cia Poi Can vé, diéu ay nay da dwoc
chirng thye.

“Chdu day roi, Gwendolyn,” Ong Falk vui vé cit tiéng nhung khong
mim cwoi. Trong 6ng rat gidng ngwoi can cao rau gia’p, hodc 6ng la ki€u
ngwoi sé'm tinh mo’ cao rau chiéu tdi riu da tua tha nhir moc dwoc ba hom.
Ciing c6 thé' vi quang rdu quanh miéng nén nom Ong day cang théng va co
vé nghiém nghi hon hdm qua hodc lic ban trwa. S6i dau dan dang néng
rudt.

it nha't thdy Whitman ciing nhdy mét chao, con bac s White thi 14m
bam gi d6 khong rd, t6i nghe loang thodng c¢6 “dan ba” va “ding gio”.

Nhu moi khi, bén canh bac si White 1a h'don ma ciu Robert téc vang, co6
1€ 1a ngwoi duy nhd't vui mung khi gdp t6i vi né toét miéng cwoi. Robert 1a
con trai cta bac si White. Nam 1én 7, né chét dudi duwdi b€ boi va bién
thanh ma, ¢ luan quan bam chan bd tr d6 dén gio. Tt nhién ngoai tdi ra
khong ai nhin th’y n6, va do béc s White ludn c¢6 mit nén tdi van chua kip
trd chuyén dang hoang v&i nd. Té6i mudn biét vi sao linh h'dn nd cir mai
quanh quan trén trai da't nay.

Gideon khoanh tay triedc ngue, tira vao bire twong cham tré nhiéu hinh
diéu khic tinh xd0. Anh mét hin chi lwét qua toi roi dirng lai & khay banh
ctia ba Jenkins. Hy vong bung hén ciing dang s6i réo nhw bung toi.

Xemerius chui vao phong trwede tdi va ngd quanh ddy than phuc. “Troi
dat quy than oi,” N6 thang tho't, “tdp Téu nay khong té€ chiit nao.” N6 di dao



mot vong, chiém ngwong nhitng hinh diéu khic tinh x40 ma chinh tdi nhin
mai khong chédn. T6i ddc biét thich nang tién cd boi phia trén ghé sofa.
Ting chiéc vdy duoc tia tét ti mi, vdy clia nang 14 ldnh da sic xanh.
Nhwng céi tén Long dién lai cé tor con rong khong 1'6 uén quanh nhirng
chum deén trén tran nha. Con rong d6 song dong nhw thé sdn sang tung canh
bay vt di bat c ldc nao.

Trong tha'y Xemerius, hdn ma c4u bé tron mat kinh ngac réi trén voi ra
sau chan béc si White.

T6i rat mudn bao nd: “Cau &y khong lam gi dau, cau &y chi mudn choi
dua thoi.” (hy vong la ding thé). Nhuwng ndi chuyén voi ma vé quy trede
mit ca ddng ngwdi khong nhin tha’y ca ma 1an quy thi khong nén ti ndo.

“PE t6i vao b&p xem con d'6 an gi khac khdng,” Ba Jenkins noi.

“L& ra ba xong viéc tir 14u, ba Jenkins,” Ong Falk néi. “Gén ddy ba phai
lam thém gio’ nhiéu qua.”

“Ping thé&, ba vé di,” Bac si White dudi. “Oy day khong ai chét doi
dau.”

C6 daYy, cé toi! Toi ddm bao Gideon ciing dang nghi y hét. Khi 4nh mét
bon t6i giao nhau, hdn mim cudi.

“Nhwng banh quy khong phai 1a btra t&i lanh manh cho bon tré,” Ba
Jenkins néi, nhung ra't khé. Pwong nhién t6i va Gideon khéng con la tré
con, nhwng ching toi vin ¢6 quyén dwore dn tdi dang hoang. Tiéc thay chi
c6 ba Jenkins cuing chung y nghi v&i t6i, ma ba thi chealng cO quyén hanh gi.
Ra tdi ctra, ba vap phdi 6ng George van thd hon hén va con khé né khuén
thém hai cudn sach bia da ndng trich.

“A, ba Jenkins,” dng chao. “Cam on ba da dem tra. Ba khoéa ctra van
phong ro1 vE di thoi.”

Ba Jenkins nhdn mit bat binh nhung van lich sy dap: “Séng mai gip

lai.”
Ong George sp ctra lai sau lung ba, dt hai cudn sdch ddy cop 1én ban.
“T6i ddy. Chiing ta bt dau thoi. Chi v&i bon thanh vién trong Bo Noi vu
thi ching ta khong c6 quyén ra quyét dinh, nhung mai ho sé t&i gan du.
Sinclair va Hawkins ving mit nhw d2 biét, ca hai déu giao quyén bd phigu
cho t6i. Con hém nay chi c¢an xac dinh hwéng hanh dong chinh.”



“T&t nha't ching ta ¢ ng'di xudng di.” Ong Falk chi vao nhitng chiéc
gh& x&p quanh cdi ban bén dudi hinh con rong didu khic. Moi ngwdi vao
chd.

Gideon Vit cdi 40 dudi tom 1én thanh ghé& hoi chéch chd toi roi xéin tay
so' mi 1én. “Chdu nhéc lai: Gwendolyn khéng nén c6 mat trong cudc hop
nay. C6 &y rat mét va hoang mang. D€ cd &y phan nhanh h'di khir roi vé
nha thoi.”

Va trivoc do, cdc ngwoi lam on ddt cho téi mot chiéc pizza, thém thdt
nhiéu pho mai.

“Pung lo, Gwendolyn chi c¢An trinh bay ngin gon nhitng 4n twong cia
minh,” Ong George bdo. “Sau d6 ti tdi s& dem con bé xudng chd mdy dong
ho.”

“T6i khong thay con bé ¢6 vé gi hoang mang ca,” bac si White van d6
den 1am bam. H6n ma Robert ding phia sau lwng gh& b6 td0 mo nhin
Xemerius dang loay hoay trén sofa.

“Cdi gi th€ kia?” N6 hoi toi.

T4t nhién t61 khong noi gi.

“T¢ khong phai 1a cdi gi. Té 1a ban than cia Gwendolyn,” Xemerius
dap thay to6i va the ledi tréu: “Tham chi con 1a ban than nha't. Co &y s€ mua
ché cho to.”

Tai trirng mét nhin chi&c ghé sofa.

“Piéu ba't kha da xay ra,” Ong Falk néi. “Gwendolyn va Gideon t&i gip
quy ba Tilney, hai ditra da bi don 16ng. T4t cd nhirtng nguoi ¢c6 mit & day
déu c6 th€ chirng nhén 1a ching ta chon thoi gian va dia di€m cho cudc
thdm viéng 4y hoan toan tinh co. Mic du vy, Lucy va Paul da cho sén hai
dira. Khong th€ 12 ngiu nhién dworc.”

“Nhw vdy nghia 13 c¢6 ai d6 di bdo cho ho vé cudc gip nay,” Ong
George 1at mot cuén sach bia da. “Van dé chi la: ai.”

“Khi nao thi ding hon,” Béc si White dwra méit nhin tdi.

“Va vi myc dich gi,” To1 n6i.

Gideon 1ap tirc nhiu may. “Muc dich gi thi da quéd r6. Ho ¢an mdu cta
chiing ta d& nhan dién bang mdy dong h'd bj danh cép. Chinh vi th& nén ho
cling dem theo vién trg.”



“Trong bién nién str khong h€ ghi dong nao ve€ Tan tham hoi nay cta cac
chau,” 6ng George ndi. “Mic du hai da ti€p xic v&i it nha't ba linh cin vé,
chwa k€ dén todn linh canh trén cdc céau thang. Cac chdu c6 nhé tén ho
khong?”

“Nguoi the ky thir nhat dich than ra dén bon chau.” Gideon gat lon téc
trén tran. “Hinh nhu tén 12 Burghes. Hin bdo hin dang chd hai anh em
Jonathan va Timothy de Villiers t&i phan nhanh h'6i khir vao chap tdi, con
quy ba Tilney da xong tir sang s¢m. Ga danh xe ché bon chau t&i Belgravia
tén 12 Winsley. L& ra hin phai dirng doi trede cira, nhuwng khi bon chéu ra
khdi nha thi ¢d xe da bi€n mit. Bon chdu budc phai chay tron va doi vuot
thoi gian & chd an ndu.”

Nhé dén khoadng thoi gian trong chd tron t6i vut dd mit. Toi vor voi
mot mi€ng banh va d€ téc xo0a xudng che mat.

“Ban bdo cdo ngay hom d6 do mot can vé thudc Bo Noi vu viét, mot
Frank Mine nao d6. Chi cé vai dong vé thoi ti€t, vé cudc bi€u tinh doi
quyén bau ctr ciia phu ntr trong thanh phd’, v€ viéc quy ba Tilney c6é mat
ding gior d&€ phan nhanh h'6i khir. Khong c6 gi dic biét. Khong nhic dén
cdp song sinh nha Villiers, nhung trong nhirng ndm dé, ho da 1a thanh vién
ctia Bo Noi vu.” Ong George thé dai gap sdch lai. “That ky quiic. TAt ca
nhtrng di€u nay déu cho thd’y c6 sy phan bdi trong ndi bo.”

“Va cau hdi quan trong nha't van 1a: Vi sao Lucy va Paul lai biét dwoc
hai dira s€ c¢6 mit & chd quy ba Tilney vao ngay do, gio d6?” Thay
Whitman noi.

“Phu,” Xemerius trén sofa thot 1én. “Nhiéu tén qua, loan hét ca dau.”

“Ly do vi sao thi 3 qud r5,” B4c sT White lai nhin t6i chdm chim.

Ta't ca tram ngam cau cod, k€ ca tdi. Toi khong lam gi, nhwng ro rang ta't
cd déu cho rang mdt lic ndo d6 trong twong lai, toi s& ndy ra y dinh bdo cho
Paul va Lucy thoi di€m ching t6i dé€n tham quy ba Tilney - khdng can biét
1y do vi sao. Moi thir r6i tinh r6i mi, cang nghi vé chuyén nay bao nhiéu,
to1 cang thdy nd phi 1y b’y nhiéu. B4t nhién t61 tha’y minh thit co doc.

“Céc nguoi 1la mot 1 dan dong bong hay sao?” Xemerius nhdy khoi
gh€& sofa r'oi treo 16n dau dwdi chi€c den chum khong 16. “Vwot thoi gian -
la gi? Tuy da trai qua nhiéu chuyén, nhwng day la chuyén hoan toan maoi
doi voi ca to.”



“C6 mdt chuyén chdu khéng hiéu,” Téi néi. “Ong George, sao Ong lai
nghi trong bién nién st s€ c6 ghi chép gi vé T'an t¢i tham nay cta bon chau?
Y chéu 1a, gia st trong d6 c6 ghi gi thi 6ng da c6 the biét trede 12 hdm nay
bon chdu s€ toi d6 va s€ xdy ra chuyén gi. Hay gidng nhw trong phim véi
Ashton Kutcher? Mdi khi ¢6 ai trong chiing ta tré vé tr qué khit thi toan bo
twong lai cling thay doi theo?”

“P6 1a mot cau hoéi ra't thu vi va day tinh tri€t hoc, Gwendolyn,” Thay
Whitman néi, nhw th€ dang trong ti€t hoc. “Tuy thay khong biét bd phim
ma em vira nhic d&n, nhung ding 13 theo dinh luit logic thi chi cAn mot
thay doi nhd xiu trong qua kh cling c6 th€ tac dong rat nhiéu dén twong
lai. Trong mot truyén ngén ctia Ray Bradbury...”

“C6 1€ ching ta nén hodn cudc tranh luan tri€t hoc nay sang lic khac,”
Ong Falk ngft 1. “Ta mudn nghe chi tiét vé vu phuc kich & nha quy ba
Tilney, va lam sao hai dira thoat dwgrc.”

Tdi nhin Gideon. Hin cit viéc v& ra mdt cAu chuyén khong c6 khau
sung. T61 18y thém mdt cdi banh quy.

“Bon chdu gdp may,” Giong Gideon van diém tinh nhu triede. “Chau
nhan thay ngay cé diéu gi khong on. Quy ba Tilney c6 vé nhw khong heé
ngac nhién khi thd’y bon chdu. Ban di bay sdn d6 &n. Lic Paul va Lucy
xud't hién, r'éi ga quan gia ding chin ctra, chau va Gwendolyn chay qua
phong bén canh va trén bang ciu thang danh cho ngudi hau. C3 xe da bién
mat nén bon chdu phai chay bd.” Xem ra h&n biét néi d6i rat tron tru.
Khéng hé dd mit hay chdp mét, khong c& ngude nhin 1én hay run giong.
Mic du the, to6i vaAn thay ciu chuyén cta héin thi€u tht gi d6 kha di khién
nguwoi ta tin.

“Ky quéi that,” Béc s White néi. “Néu dinh gai biy that thi ho da trang
bi vii khi va chidn moi dwong trén cta hai dira.”

“Pau t& bit dau quay cudng,” Xemerius lai tir sofa chd xudng. “Té
ghét nhirng dong tir ddo ngwoe, dung gia dinh thirc d€ tron twong lai va qua
khw.”

Tdi nhin Gideon cho doi. Gior thi hin phai nghi ra 1y do gi d6 d€ bién
hd cho phién ban khong sting ctia hén.

“Porn gian 1a ho da bi bon chdu lam ba't ngo,” Gideon noi.



“Hwm,” Ong Falk néi. Nét mit ctia nhitng ngudi khéc ciing khéng ma'y
thuy€t phuc Puong nhién! Gideon da lam héng chuyén! Néu da dinh noi
d&i thi ngudi ta phai v& ra dii chi tiét rdi rim ma chang ai them ban tam.

“Bon chdu rat nhanh,” T6i néi véi. “Cau thang danh cho ngwoi hdu hin
vira dwgre danh xi. Ping hon 1a chau tregt mét 1€o chie khong phai chay
xudng. Néu khdng bdm chit tay vin thi chic chdu da ngd giy c& & nim
1912. Chuyén gi s€ xay ra, néu nguwoi ta chét trong lic vuot thoi gian a?
Cai xéc c6 ty quay veé hién tai dwgrc khong? Hoem, du sao bon chéu ciing da
gap may, ctra dudi d€ ngd vi mot cd hdu gai vira xach gid di cho vEé. Mot
cd téc vang béo td't. Chau cr twedng Gideon s€ va vao cb ta. Mot gid toan
tri'ng, suyt nra thanh bai chién trerong kinh khing. Nhwng bon chéau kip
tranh ¢ ta r'oi chay ra ph6. Ngon chan chau ph'ong rop ca 1én.”

Gideon tya vao lwng gh€’, khoanh tay tredc ngwe. Toi khong gidi ma
dwoc 4nh mit hin nhwng nom ¢ vé nhurr hin khong dinh khen ngoi hay ¢
chut bi€t o'n nao.

“Lan sau chau s€ di giay th€ thao,” T6i ndi trong sy im lang b6n bé. Va
nhon thém chi€c banh. Ngoai t6i ra, chfmg ai an.

“T6i c6 mot gia thi€t,” Thay Whitman tw t6n 1én ti€ng, man mé chiéc
nhan trién trén ban tay phai. “Va cang nghi vé chuyén nay tdi lai cang chic
la gia thi€t cta toi ding. N€u...”

“Dan dan chdu quéd chdn vi cit phdi nhic di nhic lai. Nhung cé 4y
khong nén cé mat trong cudc hop nay,” Gideon néi. Con nhoi trong tim toi
trd nén té hai hon. Gio thi téi khong con thd’y bi ton thwong - ma tirc 16n
rudt.

“Cau ay no6i ding day,” Bac si White dong tinh. “S€ 1a ndong ndi khi d€¢
con bé tham gia vao nhirng cudc ban luan cua ching ta.”

“Nhung chiing ta ¢an ky rc ciia Gwendolyn,” Ong George néi. “Mbi ky
trc du nhé nhét vé trang phuc, 1ol néi va dién mao déu cé theé dem lai nhirng
dau mo6i quan trong veé thoi di€m xud't phat ctia Paul va Lucy.”

“MA4y chuyén d6 thi mai hodic ngiy kia con bé vin con nhé,” Ong Falk
noi. “To6i nghi to't nha't anh dan con bé xudng dwdi phan nhanh hdi khir di,
Thomas.”

Ong George im ling khoanh tay trudc cdi bung phé.



“Toi sé di cing Gwendolyn vé... t¢i chd may dong h'6 va gidm sat cu
vuot [an nay,” Thay Whitman day ghé'ra sau.

“Té6t,” Ong Falk gat dau. “Hai tiéng 14 qud di. Ctr d&€ mdt mon sinh chor
con bé quay tr¢ lai, ching t6i can anh & trén nay.”

Tbdi ngwdre nhin éng George dd hdi. Ong chi ngdn ng&m nhin vai.

“Pi nao, Gwendolyn.” Thay Whitman dirng bat diy. “Cang xong so'm
bao nhiéu thi em cang dwgc di ngdi sdm bay nhiéu. Nhw thé thi mai em
moi tap trung hoc duwgc. Ngoai ra t6i con dang s6t rudt dgi bai ludn vé
Shakespeare cia em.”

Oi troi. Than kinh ldo nay ding 13 bing thép! Bay gio’ ma con nhé dén
Shakespeare dworc!

Tdi din do suy tinh liéu c6 nén phan ddi, nhung nhanh chéng quyét
dinh thoi. N6i cho cung thi té1 cing khong con mudn theo doi cudc tan
nham ngd& ngan nay lau hon ntra. T6i mu6én vé nha, mudn quén hét chuyén
vueot thoi gian va cad Gideon nra. Cir d€ ho loay hoay v&i nhirng bi mat
trong cdn phong d& dan nay cho tdi khi lan ra vi mét. Nhat la Gideon.
Cung v&i con ac mong ti€p theo!

Xemerius n6i dung: Lu dong bong.

Burc mot ndi toi vAn phdi quay sang nhin Gideon va nghi mot diéu ngu
xuan nhw Chi cén hdn mim cwoi, minh sé tha thir hét.

TAt nhién hin khong mim cwdi. Thay vao d6, hin ding dwng nhin tdi,
khé dodn dwoc trong dau hin dang nghi gi. Trong khodnh khic, hinh dnh
bon t6i hon nhau bdng 1ui xa van dim. Khong hiéu sao tdi lién twdng dén
nhirng van vé vo van ma Cynthia Dale, c¢d nang giai ma tho tinh cuia 1op,
thwong ngan nga: “Nay em, con €ch xanh, khdng chiit tinh mong manh...”

“Chtc nga ngon,” Téi nghi€m trang.

“Chic ngt ngon,” TAt cd 1&m bam. Trit Gideon. Hin ndi: “Thay
Whitman, thay ding quén bit mét c6 4y.”

Ong George buc boi thd phi qua miii. Lic thdy Whitman mé cira day
to1 ra hanh lang, tdi con kip nghe th@y ti€ng ong George: “Céac vi c6 nghi la
chinh cach cw x& ky thi nay c6 khi lai 1a 1y do d€ c6 th€ xay ra nhirng suy
kién nhw ching s€ xay ra trong twong lai khong?” Téi khdng biét c6 ai dap
161 6ng Ay hay khong, vi c4nh ctra ning né khép lai ngay, cit dirt moi Am
thanh bén trong.



Xemerius 18y chép dudi gii dau. “Pay 1a cdi hoi ky quai nhat ma t&
tung gap!”

“Em dwng d€ tim qua mirc, Gwendolyn,” Thady Whitman néi. Théy rit
chi€c khin den trong tui va gio’ ra tred'c mdi toi.

“Em md&i nhap cudc choi. An s§ 16n trong phwong trinh.”

T6i con biét ndéi gi day? Poi vdi toi, moi thir déu mai! Ba ngay trudrc,
toi khong hé biét toi sy tOn tai cia Doi Can vé. Ba ngay triede, cude sdng
chia toi vAn hoan toan binh thwong. A, néi chung 13 th&. “Thay Whitman,
trede khi thay bit mit em... ching ta c6 th€ ghé qua xwdng may clia
Madame Rossini d€¢ 18y d6 ctia em dwgc khong? Em da d€ hai bo dong
phuc & d6, em can cé thir € mac cho ngay mai. Ca cap sach cia em ntra.”

“T4at nhién r6i.” Thady Whitman vwra di vira vui vé phe phay chié€c khan
trong khong khi. “Em thay d6 & da’y ludn ciing dwgc, trong Tan vwot thoi
gian nay em ciing s€ khong gdp ai. Chiing ta nén d€’ em vé nam nao?”

“Nam nao cha dwoc, khi em bi nhot trong ham,” Toi noi.

“Thoi dwoe, d6 phai 1a ndm ma em cé th€ roi... a ha canh an toan
xudng ham, tot nha't 1a khong gip phai ai. Tt nim 1945 tré di chic khong
cé van dé gi - tredec d6, cac phong nay dwoe dung lam ham bdo dong. Nam
1974 dwoe khong? D6 1a ndm sinh cda thay, mot nam tdt lanh.” Thay cwoi.
“Hay 1a chiing ta chon ngay 30 thdng Sdu nim 1966. Hdi d6 Anh thing
Pirc trong trdn chung két gidi vd dich bong da th&” gidi. Nhwng hinh nhw
em khong ma’y quan tam dé€n béng da ding khong?”

“Cang khong quan tim & do sau 20 mét dudi long da't,” T6i mét moi.

“Moi chuyén ciing chi d¢' bao v& em théi ma,” Thay Whitman thé dai.

“Tur twe, twe tir dd,” Xemerius vO cdnh bay canh t6i. “T¢ lai khong hi€u gi
roi. Th& nghia 1a bay gio’ cau s€ tréo vao mot may thoi gian va quay vé qua
kh?”

“U, diing th&.” Toi dap.

“Thé chiing ta ct chon nam 1948,” thdy Whitman muwng r&. “Thé van
hoi mua he & London.”

Vi dang di tredrc nén thday khong trong thd’y vé mat ngan ngam cuia toi.

“Vwot thoi gian! Ai cha cha. Thé 1a t& tén dwoc mot ¢d ban tuyét vori
day!” Xemerius néi. Lan dau tién t6i nghe thay chit kinh né trong giong



o§o

Cin phong cA't mdy dong h'o nim siu dwdi 1ong dit. Va mic du dén gio,
t6i ludn bi ngwdi ta bit mit din t&i roi lai diéu Ve, toi van c¢é cdm gidc nhu
1 m& biét né nim & dau. B&i t6i may mén dwoce roi khdi cin phong nay
vao nidm 1912 ciing nhwr nim 1782 ma khong bi bit mét. Liic thAy Whitman
dan toi ra khoi phong may ctia Madame Rossini roi di doc theo cdc hanh
lang va cau thang, tdi thd'y dwong di kha quen thudc, riéng khiic cudi hinh
nhu thdy Whitman din t6i loanh quanh thém mdt doan d€ danh lac hwdng.

“Ong nay ctr mudn lam moi chuyén tré nén gay can,” Xemerius bao.
“Viéc gi phai gidu mdy dong h'6 vao ham t61?”

T6i nghe thdy ti€ng thdy Whitman néi chuyén vi ai d6. M6t canh cira
nang né€ ma ra roi lai khép vao, thdy Whitman thao khan cho t6i.

Tdi hap hay mét vi chéi. Bén canh thdy Whitman 12 mot thanh nién téc
d6 mic complet den, ddng vé cing thing va dang va m'd hoi vi h6i hop. Toi
dwa mét tim Xemerius. N6 nghich ngom tho ddu qua cdnh ctra déng kin,
phan thin van & trong phong.

“Pay la birc twong day nha't t& ting thdy,” né thong bao khi quay tré
lai. “Day dén ndi c6 the€ dem gidu dwoe cd voi, ma xoay ngang con voi ra
4y, cau hi€u y to chir.”

“Gwendolyn, day la Marley, mon sinh dé nhé't,” Thay Whitman ndi.
“Cau ay sé & day dgi em quay vé va lai dwa em 1én trén. Marley, day la
Gwendolyn Shepherd, Hong ngoc.”

“RAat han hanh, thwa ¢6.” Thanh nién téc dé cidi nguoi.

T6i mim cwoi ngwong ngiing. “A, vang, ra't han hanh.”

Thay Whitman loay hoay mé cdi két sit hién dai v&i man hinh nhap
nhdy ma trong nhirng Ian treedc tdi khong d€'y. N6 dwore gidu sau tAm tham
twong cé théu nhirng khung canh ¢ tich twoi dep thoi Trung ¢6. Cac hiép
sT cwoi ngwa, doi mi gidp cai 16ng phat pho, cac thanh ntt chdn cung dinh
ddi nén nhon, mat che mang dang chi€ém nguong chang thanh nién minh
tran vira khudt phuc mot con rong. Trong lic thdy Whitman bA'm ma s6,



anh chang Marley téc d6 giwr y cdi nhin xudng da't. Nhwng du ¢6 mudn thi
nguwoi ta cling khong the nhin dwore gi vi thdy Whitman quay lung che kin
man hinh. C4nh ctra két sit bt mé, thdy nang c¢d mdy ddng h'6 boc khin
nhung do ra va dit né 1€n ban.

Marley kinh ngac nin thé.

“HOm nay la ngay déu tién Marley duoc chirng ki€n cdach st dung may
dong h'd,” Thady Whitman nhay mét véi tdi. Thay ha't ham vé phia chiéc
deén pin trén ban. “Em cam di, phong khi mat dién. b€ em khong phai s¢
trong bong t61.”

“Cam on thay,” T6i can nhic xem c6 nén doi thém hdp xit chdng cdn
tring khong. Ham cii th& chic day nhén - va chudt cong? Bit toi t&i d6 mot
minh that ba't cong. “Em c6 th€ mang theo mot céi dui cui khong?”

“Dui cui? Gwendolyn, em s€ khong gap ai & day.”

“Nhung 1o dau c6 chudt cong...”

“Néu c6 thi ching né s¢ em m&i phai, tin tdi di.” Thay Whitman 14t 16p
khan nhung d¢€’16 ra may dong h'6. “Rat an twong phai khong, Marley?”

“Vang, thwa ngai, qua thyc ra't &n twong.” Anh chang Marley kinh can
chiém ngudng cd mady.

“D6 ninh hot!” Xemerius noi. “Bon toc do déu la @6 ninh hot, cau co
tha’y vy khong?”

“T¢ da hinh dung ra n6 to hon nhiéu,” T6i néi. “T¢ ciing khong nghi
mady thoi gian lai giong d6ng h'o bay trén 10 swdi dén thé.”

Xemerius suyt khé. “Nhwng m&y cuc da kia by that - n€u chung 1a da
that thi t& cling cit vao két sit.” Pung la nhung vién dé trang tri trén may
dong h6 lon dén kinh ngac. Ching 18p lanh nhw trén chi€c veong mién
gilra cdc bé mit cham trd va viét chir ctia cd mdy ky di.

“Gwendolyn chon nim 1948,” Thay Whitman mé nip mdy, nhirng
banh ring cwa nhd xiu bat dau van hanh. “(Y London h'6i d6 c6 sy kién g,
Marley?”

“Th& van hoi mua he, thwa ngai,” Marley noi.

“Hoc thudc long,” Xemerius néi. “Bon téc dé toan hoc hudc long.”

“Rat t6t,” Thady Whitman ding 1€n. “Gwendolyn s€ ha canh lic mwoi
hai gior trra ngdy 12 thang Tdm, va sé & d6 ding 120 phiit. Em sin sang



chwa, Gwendolyn?”

Tdi nudt nwde bot. “Nhung em con mudn biét... thay c6 chic 12 em s&
khong gip ai & d6?” Trir nhén va chudt. “Ong George ting dwa em chiétc
nhan ctia dng 4’y d€ khong ai 1am gi em...”

“Lan tred'c em vwot thoi gian trong phong tai liéu. D6 1a can phong
dwoc st dung thwong xuyén ¢ moi thoi. Nhung con day 1a phong trong.
Né&u em ng6i yén va khong roi khdi phong - ma ki€u gi né cling bi khéa -
thi chéc chin em khong th€ gip ai dwoc. Trong nhitng nim sau chién tranh,
ngudi ta hi€'m khi dit chan t&i phan nay ctia ngdi nha. Khip noi & London
d€u ban ron tai thi€t cac cong trinh xay dwng trén mat da't.” Thay Whitman
tho dai. “Mot thoi ky hao hung...”

“Nhuwng néu tinh c& c6 ai t&i d6 vao ding hom nay va nhin thd'y em? It
ra thi em ciing phai bi€t mat khau ctia ngay chi.”

Thay Whitman hoi nhwedng may bye bdi. “Gwendolyn, khong ai toi d6
dau. T6i nhic lai An nira: Em s& ha cdnh xudng cin ham trdng khéa kin, &
lai d6 ding 120 phit r6i trg vé hién tai ma khong ai trong nam 1948 hay
bi€t. N&u c6 thi trong bién nién st da ghi lai [an vwot thoi gian nay cla em.
Hon nira gior chiing ta khdng c6 thoi gian d€ ki€m tra xem mat khau hom
dolagi”

“Puore tham gia l1a quan trong nha't,” Marley ngép ngung.

“Cai gi?”

“Khau hiéu ctia th& van hoi: Pwgc tham gia 1a quan trong nhat.” Anh
chang Marley ngwong nguing nhin xuéng dat. “T6i nhd dwoe né vi phédn
16n mat khau déu bang tiéng Latin.”

Xemerius ddo mét, con thdy Whitman trong nhw cling mudn lam y hét.
“Th& ha? Gwendolyn, em nghe tha’y r'6i nhé. Toi khong nghi em s€ can dén
né, nhwng néu vi thé’ ma em cam thay yén tdim hon... Em lam on t&i day!”

Téi budc téi trerdc mdy dong h'é va chia tay ra cho thdy Whitman.
Xemerius loet xoet ha xudng canh toi.

“Thé& gio thi sa0?” N6 h'di hop hoi.

Gio thi @&n phan khé chju. Thdy Whitman mé& mot ndp clia mdy dong
h'6 ra va dit ngén trd clia tdi vio miéng nap.

“T¢ nghi t6t nha't to cir dm chat 18y ciu,” Xemerius quang 18y cO toi &
phia sau nhw con khi con. L& ra t6i khong nhan thdy gi m&i phai, nhwng t6i



lai ¢6 cam gidc nhw ¢6 ai d6 vwra dat cai khan wot 1€n c0o.

Mit Marley tron tron kinh ngac.

“Cam on anh da cho bi€t mat khau,” T6i ndi va nhan mat khi cdy kim
dam sau vao ngoén tay. R61 can phong tran ngdp anh sang dd. Toi ndm chit
cay den p1n mau sic va moi ngudi nhao 16n tredc mit, mot cd hich lan
khip nguoi.



23 thdng Sdu ndm 1542. Firenze. Triwdng mon giao cho téi mot vu can to
sw kin ddo, tinh t&, va khong vu nao co thé’ ky khoi hon. Nghe don tir miwo'i
nam nay, Elisabetta, tiéu thw it ciia M.[?! vén song trong tu vién dwdi sw
cai qudn chdt ché gior lai mang trong minh mot Sukkubus!>!, do gian diu voi
quy div. Puing la sau khi t&i thim, t6i c6 thé xdc dinh chdc chin co &y dang
mang thai, ciing nhw tinh trang than kinh hoi roi loan. Trong khi nit vién
trwong - la ngwoi tdi hoan toan tin twdng va co vé la ngwoi minh triét -
khong loqi trir mot gidi thich tw nhién vé hién tiwgrng nay thi khéng ngo cha
co 4y lai nghi con minh bi phit phép. Ong &y khc%ng dinh tén mdt trong thay
quy dir dot 16t mot thanh nién tré ém con gdi minh trong vieon roi djt nhién
tan bién nhw may khoil*!, @é’ lai mii lwu huynh thoang thodng. Con cd hai
nit tu chwrng nhdn ho tirng trong thday quy div nhiéu lin di cung Elisabetta
va tang co dy nhirng vién dd quy. Nghe rdt kho tin, nhwng dwa trén moi
quan hé mdt thiét giita ngai M. Va RM ! ciing nhw nhitng ngwoi ban
khdc o Vatican, toi kho co thé cong khai nghi ngo tri lwe cia 6ng &y, nén
chi phdn c6 con gdi toi phong dang. Vi thé, tir ngay mai, toi sé tham van
dwoi sw co mdt cua tdt cd nhirng ngwo'i lién quan.
Trich bién ban “Toa an di gido
cta linh muc Gian Petro Baribi dong Anh Em Thuyét Gido
Vian kho Thu vién Pai hoc, Padova

(TS. M. Giordano giai ma, chuyén ngir va bié€n soan)



CHUONG 3

“Xemerius?” Cam giac won wot quanh co da bién mat. Toi voi bat den pin.
Nhwng can phong t6i vira ha canh xudng da dwoc chi€c béng dén to mo
dung dwa trén tran nha chi€u sdng sin.

“Xin chao,” C6 ai d6 noi.

T6i giat bdn ngwoi. Trong phong ngdn ngang dd loai thing hop va 4o
. M6t thanh nién tré da xanh mai mai dang dirng twa & bén twong.

4)]
on

“P... duorc... tham gia 1 quan trong nhat,” Toi 1ap bip.

“Gwendolyn Shepherd?” Ngudi d6 14p bip dap lai.

To1 gat dau. “Sao anh biet?”

Nguwoi thanh nién rit twe tdi quén ra mot manh gid’y nhau nhi r'éi chia
cho t61. Trong anh ta ciing h'6i hop nhw to61. Anh ta mac quan deo day, mang
kinh tron, téc vang ré ngoi 1éch, chai keo ngwore ra sau gdy. Anh ta thira siec
dong trong mot by phim gangxto’ cti, vao vai trg’ 1y 6ng cu non nhung vo
hai ctia 6ng tham t& sanh soi phi pheéo thudc nhw dau xe Ira, si mé mot
nang quan khin 16ng va cudi cung ki€u gi ciing bi bén chét.

Toi ty trdn an va nhin quanh. Ngoai anh ta ra, trong phong khong c6 ai,
cling khong cé ddu vé€t nao ciia Xemerius. RO rang la n6 cé the di xuyén
twong, nhung lai khong verot thoi gian dworc.

To6i lwong Iy cAm manh gid’y ké 6 da vang, dwoe giat voi tv mdt cudn
vé duc 16 nao d6. Nét chir trén d6 twong ddi xiéu veo nhung than quen dén
kho tin:

Kinh giri hudn twoc Lucas Montrose - Khan!!!

12 thdang Tdam nam 1948, 12h trwa. Phong Gid kim thudt.
Lam on toi mot minh.

Gwendolyn Shepherd.



Tim t6i dap doi 1én. Huén twdc Lucas Montrose chinh 1a 6ng ngoai toi!
Ong mét nim t6i 1én mwdi. T6i nghi hodc nhin nét Iwon cia chit L. Khéng
con nghi ngo’ gi ntra: Nét chir xiéu veo nay hét nhw nét chir cia tdi. Nhwng
lam sao c6 the?

T6i ngang 1én nhin ngwoi thanh nién no. “Sao anh lai ¢c6 né? Ma anh 1a
ai?”

“La c6 viét phai khong?”

“Ciing c6 th&,” Tdi néi, nhirng ¥ nghi trong dau bit dau xoay vong. N&u
dé 1a do tbi viet, sao tdi khdong nhd? “Anh 18y dau ra?”

“T6i ¢6 manh gid'y tir ndm nam nay. Ai d6 da kep n6 cling mot 14 thw bod
trong tdi 40 choang cua toi, ding vao hom dién ra 1€ tuyén thé cho bac nhij
pham. Trong thw cé doan: Ai giit bi mdt, ngwoi do phdi biét cd bi mdt an
sau bi mdt. Hay chitng minh rang anh khong chi biét im ldng ma con biét
suy nghi. Khong c¢6 chr ky. Nét chir d6 khac v&i nét chir trén manh gidy
nay, trong, htrm, lich thiép va hoi ¢6 hu.”

T6i cin mdi. “Toi khong hiéu.”

“T6i cling khong hi€u. Sudt nhirng ndm qua, t6i cr dinh ninh day 1a mot
ki€u thr thach,” Ngwoi thanh nién néi. “Mo6t bai thir nira chaamg han. T6i
khong k& cho bat c ai, chi luén doi ¢6 ngwoi tdi goi chuyén hodc nhan
dwoc thém chi din khdc. Nhung khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Hom nay toi
1én xudng day cho. Thuec ra thi t6i khong nghi s€ ¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra ntra.
Nhwng dét nhién c6 lai hién hinh tor khong khi. Vao ding muoi hai gior
trrra. Sao ¢d lai vi€t thw nay cho t61? Sao ching ta lai gdp nhau trong cdn
ham héo lanh nay? Va c6 tdi tw ndm nao?”

“2011,” T6i no6i. “Ra‘t ti€c la toi cling khong thé€ trd 1oi cdc ciu hdi con
lai.” T6i hing giong. “Anh la ai?”

“0, xin 13i, tén toi 12 Lucas Montrose. Khoéng ¢6 danh hiéu huan twdrc.
T6i 1a mon sinh nhi pham.”

Miéng t61 dot nhién kho khong khd'c. “Lucas Montrose. Bourdon Place,
nha so6 81.”

Nguwoi thanh nién git dau. “Pung vay, cha me tdi s6ng & do.”
“Thé& thi...” To6i nhin ngwoi &y cham cham va hit mét hoi sau: “Thé thi
ong chinh la 6ng ngoai cua chau.”



“0, lqi th& nira sao,” Ngwoi thanh nién thé dai ndo né. R6i ngwoi doé
trdn tinh, roi blec twong, phui bui mdt chi€c gh& trong ch'ong ghé&” x&p 16n
dau & géc ham va dat né tredec mat toi. “Ching ta ng'6i xuéng ch? Chan
toi khong dirng ndi nira.”

“Chan chdu cling vdy,” T6i cdng nhin va tha nguoi xudng chiéc ghé
ném. Ong Lucas ty 18y gh& ng'di d&1i dién.

“Vay ra co 1a chdu ngoai t61?” Ong kh& mim cuwdi. “Co biét khong, diy
la hinh dung ky qudc d6i v&i toi. Toi tham chi con chwa 14p gia dinh. No6i
dung hon la con chwa kip dinh hon.”

“Ong bao nhiéu tudi a? O, chdu xin 16i, diéu nay thi chdu phai biét, ong

Ade

sinh nam 1924, nhw vay 1a vao nam 1948, 6ng 24 tuoi.”

“Piing th&,” Ong ndi. “Ba thdng nira tdi sé tron 24. Thé con c6?”

“l6a.”

“Gi1ong nhw Lucy.”

Lucy. T6i budc phai nghi t&i nhitng gi chi &y goi vai theo khi bon to6i
chay trdn khéi nha quy ba Tilney.

T6i van con chwra tin noi minh dang ngdi tred'c mdt 6ng ngoai. To6i tim
ki&€m nhirng nét teong d6ng v&i nguoi tirng bé toi trén dui, k€ cho t6i nghe
nhitng ciu chuyén hdi hop. Ngwoi da bao vé t6i tredc Charlotte mdi khi
chi &y cho ring tdi chi ding nhitng ciu chuyén ma quy d¢€ td vé ta day.
Nhung khudn mit phang phiu ctia ngudi thanh nién dang ngdi trede toi
khong hé ¢6 nét nao giong gwong mat nhan nheo cia ngwoi 6ng ma toi
ting bi€t. Bu lai, téi thd'y khudn mat 6ng giong me toi, doi mét xanh lo,
khudn ham cwong nghi va cd ciach 6ng mim cwoi. Toi chodng vang nhim
mét lai trong gidy l4t, chuyén nay ding 12 virot qué sirc toi.

“Vay 1a chiing ta dang bén nhau,” Ong Lucas khé néi. “T6i c6 phai la...
la... mdt ngwoi 6ng dang yéu?”

Nudc mit d6 xudng mili nh'on nhdt, toi phai ¢d” ging kiém ché’, nén chi
khé gat dau.

“Nhirng nguoi veet thoi gian khac thweong ha canh rd't dang hoang va
thoai mdi & Long dién bén mdy dong h'd hodc 1a trong phong tai liéu,” Ong
Lucas ndi. “Sao c¢6 lai chon can phong thi nghi€ém ct ky t61 tdm nay?”

“PAu phai do chdu chon.” Téi quet miii bing mu ban tay. “Chau tham
chi con khong biét day la phong thi nghiém, & thoi cda chau thi day chi 1a



mot cin ham binh thuwong chira két sit dyng mdy d'ong h'd.”

“That a? Tw lau ro6i, day cling khong con la phong thi nghiém ntra,”
Ong Lucas néi. “Nhung truéc ddy, chd nay dwoe dung lam phong thi
nghiém gia kim bi mat. N6 1a mot trong nhirng can phong ¢ nha't cia ngdi
nha nay. Hang tram ndm trwdc khi ba twdc Saint Germain thanh 14p hoi, cac
nha héa kim va do thuat gia noi ti€ng ctia London da thi nghiém & day de
tim ra vién dd ctia cdc nha théng thai. Trén twong con sét lai vai hinh vé
ring ron va cic cong thire bi hiém. Nguoi ta ¢6n ring, nhitng birc twong
nay diy nhw vy vi trong d6 chat ddy dau lau xwong so...” Ong nging 1
va cdn moi. “Nhuw viy co ciing 1a chdu t6i. Cho phép tdi hdi, co 1a con ai
trong s& cic con t61?”

“Me chau la Grace,” Toi néi. “Me ra't giong ong.”

Ong Lucas gat dau. “Lucy di k& cho tdi nghe vé Grace. C6 &y bao d6 1a
dira con ngoan nha't cta toi, nhitng dira khdc toan 1a dim truedng gia.” Ong
biu mdi. “Téi khong hinh dung dworc minh s€ ¢6 nhirng dra con tredng
gia... hodc noi chung la s€ c6 con...”

“Co6 thé diéu nay khong phai tai dng, ma tai ba chang,” T6i 1am bam.

Ong Lucas thé dai. “K& tir Lucy xudt hién Mn d4u cich day hai thang,
ta't cd déu tréu tdi, vi ¢6 Ay cling c6 mai téc do giong co gai ma toi... toi..
quan tdm. Nhwng Lucy khong chiju ti€t 16 nguwoi ma t6i s€ cwdi, cd &y s¢
toi ¢ th€ doi y. Va né&u thé thi ma’y ngwoi sé khong dwoc sinh ra.”

“Quan trong hon mau téc cé 1€ 1a gien vueot thoi gian ma vo twong lai
clia 6ng thtra hwdng,” T6i néi. “Chéc dng s& dra vao d6 ma nhan ra ba.”

“Thi chinh dféu nay mé&i ky quic,” Ong Lucas ng'di nhich ra phia treée
mdt chut trén gh€’. “T6i thdy ca hai cd thudc dong Ngoc thach déu thuc
str... thuc sy... hap dan... Do twong quan sat s6 4 va s§ 8.7

“Ra th¢’,” T6i n6i.

“Co biét khong, van dé 12 hién tai t6i chwa thé quyét dinh chic chin.
Biét dau co lai ¢6 th€ gori ¥ cho tdi d€ cha'm dirt tinh trang lwong ly nay.”

T61 nhun vai. “DPworc thdéi. Ba ngoai chdu, nghia la vor 6ng, chinh la...”

“Purng!” Ong Lucas rd 1én. Ong xua ca hai tay ngin. “T6i nghi lai r'oi,
to't nhat 1a c¢6 dirng néi ra.” Ong ling ting gii d4u. “PAay 1a d6ng phuc hoc
sinh cua treong Saint Lennox, ding khong? To6i nhan ra phu hiéu trén khuy
40.”



“Pung a,” Toi cui xudng nhin chi€c 4o khodc xanh dim. Madame
Rossini ¢6 1€ da giat 1a can than, ching trong nhw méi va thodng mui odi
hwong. Ngoai ra ba con stra lai cdi 4o khodc, né da vua van hin.

“Em gai Madeleine ctda téi cling dang hoc & treong Saint Lennox. Do
chién tranh nén mai ndm nay né mai td't nghiép trung hoc.”

“Ba Maddy? Thé&" ma chédu khong bi€t.”

“Tat ca con gai nha Montrose déu hoc & trrong Saint Lennox. Lucy
cling vdy. Co ay cling mac bd dong phuc giong cd. B6 cia Maddy lai c6
mau xanh 14 cdy ddm pha tring, vdy ké ca ro...” Ong Lucas héng giong.
“Hwm, né€u ¢ quan tdim dén chuyén nay... nhung t6t hon hét bay gio nén
tap trung nghi xem vi sao ta lai gdp nhau & ddy hom nay. Gia du cd da viét
ra mau gidy nay...”

“... s€ viet!”

“... va chuyén cho t6i trong mét Ian vwot qua khir trong twong lai...
Viy theo co, vi sao c6 da lam the™?”

“Y 6ng 12 vi sao chdu s& 1am th&?” Todi thé dai. “Nghe ciing hop 1y the’
nao d6. Chau doan la 6ng c6 thé€ giai thich cho chdu nhiéu diéu. Nhung
chdu ciing khéng r6...” To6i ngo ngdc nhin 6ng ngoai minh thoi tré. “Ong
c6 than voi Lucy va Paul khong?”

“Tw thang Giéng, Paul de Villiers thwong tdi d€ phan nhanh h'6i khir.
Trong thoi gian nay cdu &y da gia thém hai tudi, hoi ring ron mot chuit.
Con Lucy t&i day Ian dau vao thang Sau. T6i chd y&u chdm séc ho trong
thoi gian dé€n tham. Thwong thi rat... vui. T6i gidp ho lam bai vé nha. Phai
néi ring Paul 13 nguwdi dAu tién cta nha Villiers ma t6i ¢6 thién cam.” Ong
lai héng giong. “N&u cd t&i tir ndm 2011 hin ¢ phai biét ho. Hinh dung ra
ho gior da xap xi tudi 40 that ky quéc... C6 nhé chao ho gitp t6i.”

“Khéng, chuyén nay thi chdu chju.” Oi trdi, sao lai phirc tap thé co’ chir.
Va chirng nao tdi con chwa hi€u 16 chuyén gi dang dién ra, chirng d6 t6i van
phéi can than v&i nhimg gi minh k& Léi me din con ving vang bén tai:
“Durng tin ai. Ngay cd cdm gidc ctia chinh con.” Nhung toi ciing phai ¢ ai
d6 d€ gri gdm 1ong tin. Ai con c6 th€ thich hop hon 6ng ngoai? Toi quyét
dinh dat tat ca 1én mot 14 bai: “Chau khong chao Lucy va Paul hd Ong
duoc. Ho d3 18y cdp mdy dong h'o va dem né theo vé qud khix.”



“C4i gi?” Poi mit 6ng tron tron sau cip kinh. “Ho 1am thg” d& 1am gi?
T6i khong the tin noi. Ho s€ khdng bao gio... D6 1a khi nao?”

“Nam 1994,” T6i n6i. “Nam ay chau ra doi.”

“Nam 1994 thi Paul 20 con Lucy 18,” Ong Lucas ty ndi v&i minh hon
la v&i t6i. “Vay la hai ndm ntra. B&i vi hién tai ¢6 &y 16 con ciu ay 18.”
Ong mim cwdi xin 16i. “Pwong nhién t6i khong mudn néi d&n bdy gior, ma
la khi ho d&n d€ phan nhanh h'6i khir trong nam nay.”

“MaYy dém vira roi chau khong chop méit dwgre maYy, nén gid chau c6
cam giac nao chau giéng nhw keo bong dwong,” Toi néi. “Con tinh toan thi
chau dot ddc.”

“Lucy va Paul da... - diéu cd vira k€' ra't vo ly. Ho s€ khong doi nao lam
chuyén dién ro nhu vay.”

“Nhung ho da l1am. Chau twdng 6ng c¢6 thé ndi cho chau biét 1y do vi
sao. O théi cha chdu, ai cling mudn khang dinh v&i chdu 12 ho rat... xau.
Hodc dién r'6. Hoac ca hai. Du thé& nao thi ho cling ra't nguy hiém. Lic chau
gdp Lucy, chi &y ddn chéu hoi 6ng v€ ky si xanh. Thé ky si xanh la gi?”

Ong Lucas bdi r&i nhin t6i. “Co dd gip Lucy? C6 vira bao 1 c6 Ay va
Paul da bi€n mat vao nam c6 sinh ra co' ma.” Va nhw chot nhé ra diéu gi:
“Ma néu ho da 1ay cdp mdy dong ho thi lam sao c¢d con tré vé qud khir
dwoc?”

“Chau gdp ho vao nam 1912. O nha quy ba Tilney. Doi Can v€ con mot
may dong h'6 d€ dung cho bon chau.”

“Quy ba Tilney? Ba &y da ma't ttr bd'n ndm nay. Con cd may thr hai dau
¢O hoat dong.”

Tbi thé dai. “Nhung bay gio thi hoat dong roi. Ong ngoai, 6ng nghe
chdu nay,” - hai chir “6ng ngoai” khién 6ng Lucas gidt minh. “D&i v&i chau
thi tAt cd moi thit con rdi rdm hon nhiéu, bdi vi bon ngay trrde, chdu con
chwa bi€t ti gi vé nhirtng chuyén nay. Chau khong th€ giai thich cho 0ng
diéu gi cd. Chau chi toi ddy d€ phan nhanh h'6i khi, 6i troi, chdu thim chi
con khong biét viét nhirng tr nay nhw thé nao. Pay mdi l1a Ian thr ba chau
virot thoi gian bang mdy dong h'd. Trude d6 chau da vuot thoi gian ba Tan
khong kiém soat. Ch.’fmg vui vé gi dau. That ra thi tdt cd moi nguoi déu
nghi chi Charlotte m&i 1a ngwoi mang gien. Chi &y sinh diing ngay con me
chdu lai néi d6i ngay sinh cda chau. Vi th€’, khong phai chau ma Charlotte



mo&i 1a ngwoi dwore hoce khiéu vii, biét ta't tat vEé bénh dich, vé vua George,
biét da'u ki€m, phi nguya va choi dwong cam - va c6 trosi méi biét chi &y
con hoc nhirng gi trong may gio hoc thdn bi.” Toi cang ndi thi te nglr cang
tudn ra nhanh ba’y nhiéu. “Con chau, chdu chi bié€t chit gi ngwoi ta chiu tiét
16, ma mdt chit d6 thi qua thwe khdng bao nhi€u va cling khong lam sang to
dwoc gi. T€ hon ntra 1a cho dén gio chau thdm chi con khong c6 thoi gian
de’ 1y giai nhirng gi da trai nghiém. Ban géi Leslie cia chau da tim hi€u vé
tad't ca nhirng thr nay trén mang, nhwng sd tai liéu d6 da bi thdy Whitman
tich thu. Hon nita chdu ciing chi hi€u dworc ciing 14m nira s6” d6. C6 vé nhw
ta't ca déu ky vong diéu gi d6 dic biét & chau va gio ho dang tha't vong.”

“Hong ngoc so hitu phép thudt cuia loai qua, dung cung Sol trwong
khép lai vong tron Hoi Thdp Nhi.” Ong Lucas 14m bam.

“Piing dady, 6ng thd'y chwa, phép thudt ctia loai qua, blablabla. Chdu lam
gi ¢6. Ba twoe Saint Germain thdm chi con bép ¢ chau du dirng cach chau
t&i vai mét. Chau nghe thd’y giong 6ng &y trong dau. Lai con todn nguoi
cam sung va ki€m trong Hyde Park. Chdau budc phai dam nguwoi do, néu
khong hén s& giét Gideon. Con Gideon... hin 1a... hin 12 mot gi...” Toi
12y hoi, nhwng la d€ tudén thém mot trang: “Gideon ding 1a mot ga khon
kiép. Hin 1am nhw chdu 12 qua ta xich vao chan hin. Sdng nay hén con hon
Charlotte, chi hon 1én ma nhung ¢ 1€ diéu nay c¢6 y nghia gi d6. L€ ra du
th& ndo chdu ciing khong nén hdn hén trwede khi hdi hin vé chuyén nay. Ma
chdu m&i chi quen hin c6 mdt hay hai ngay, nhung dot nhién hén that... dé
thwong va roi... moi chuyén dién ra nhanh qu4... Gior tdt cd moi nguoi
déu nghi, chinh chdu 1a ngwoi da ti€t 16 cho Lucy va Paul biét thoi di€m
bon chdu t¢i thim quy ba Tilney. Bon chdu cén 18y mau cta ki &Yy, ca cla
Lucy va Paul. Nhwng ca ho cling can mau ctia chau va Gideon vi mdy dong
h'd ctia ho con thi€u. Khong ai néi cho chau biét di€u gi sé xay ra khi may
d6ng h'6 nhan dién hét mau cla tdt ca moi ngwoi. Thinh thodng chau nghi
chinh ho cling khong bi€t n6t. Ngoai ra chi Lucy con din chdu hdi 6ng vé
ky s xanh.”

Mit dng Lucas nhiam lai sau cip kinh. Hin ong dang cd ging mot cich
tuyét vong d€ hi€u diéu gi d6 trong dong thic tw ngtr cha toi. “T6i chgng
biét gi vé ky si xanh,” Ong néi. “Xin 18i, nhwng hém nay 13 Tan dau tién toi
nghe vé diéu nay. Hay d6 la tén mdt bo phim? Vi sao ¢6 khong hdi t6i... cd
c6 the€ hoi t6i vao nam 20117~



T61 kinh ngac nhin Ong.

“Q, toi hi€u r'oi,” Ong Lucas néi nhanh. “C6 khong th& hoi t6i, b&i khi
d6 c6 1€ toi da chét tw 1au, hodc gia ca, mu 1oa, cdm diéc, nim trong nha
dwong 140 nao cling nén... - khéng, khong, dung, tdi khdng mudn biét.”

Lan nay thi t6i khong thé ndo kim dwgc nwde mét. Toi ng'di nite né it
nhat ntra phit, vi dot nhién - du cé vé khé tin - t6i thd'y nhd 6ng kinh
khing. R'6i t6i néi: “Chau ra't yéu 6ng.”

Ong Lucas dwa t6i chiéc khin tay va nhin toi thwong cam. “C6 ¢ chéic
kh'6ng? Té6i thdm chi con khong thich tré con. Nghich nhw quy stt. Nhwng
c6 18 o 1a mdt phién ban ddng yéu ngoai 1&. Chic chén 1a vay.”

“Vang. Nhwng d6i véi chdu nao 6ng ciing déu rat t6t.” Toi xi miii.
“Tham chi v&i ca Charlotte.”

Hai 6ng chdu im ldng h'6i 1au, r6i 6ng Lucas rit dong h'o ra khai tui:
“Chung ta con bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Ho gwi chdu vé day ding hai ti€ng dong h'6.”

“Thé& thi khdng con bao lau. Chiing ta da lang phi qua nhiéu thoi gian.”
Ong dieng day. “Toi s& di 147y gid'y but, chiing ta thi sép xé&p lai trit tw cho
m¢& hdn loan ndy xem sao. TOt nhat 1a ¢d cir ngdi yén dd’y, dung nhic
nhich.”

Tai chi gat dau. Khi dng Lucas di khdi, tdi nhin chdm chdm vao khoang
tréng, hai tay 6m mit. Ong néi ding, quan trong bay gio’ 1a phai gii cho
dau oc that tinh tdo.

Ai biét dugc khi nao t6i lai dwgrc gap 6ng? To6i ¢6 nén néi voi dng
nhtrng gi s€ con xdy ra trong twong lai, va khong nén néi diéu gi? Nguwoc
lai, t0i cling tuyét vong nghi dé€n nhirng thong tin c6 ich ma 6ng c6 the néi
cho t6i. R6t cudc thi 6ng la dong minh duy nha't cta tdi. Duy chi & nhdm
thoi diém. Ong c6 thé gidi dwore ciu dd nao tir noi day?

Ong Lucas di rat 1au. M3i mot phit tréi qua cang khiéhn t6i nghi ngo
cAm gi4c clia chinh minh. Biét dau 6ng néi doi va sip quay lai cling v&i
Lucy, Paul va con dao to twéng d€ 18y mau cua t6i. R0i t6i sd't rudt dirng
ddy, c& tim tht gi d6 lam vii khi tw vé. O géc phong c¢6 mot tim van véi
chi€c dinh gi, nhwng lIic nhat 1€n thi n6 mun nat trong tay t6i. Ping ldc nay
ctra bat m@, 6ng ngoai tdi thoi tré bwdc vao, nach kep tip gidy, tay cam
qua chudi.



T6i thé phao nhe nhom.

“Nay, 4n di cho d& d6i.” Ong Lucas dwa chudi cho toi roi nhac thém
chiéc ghé thit ba ra khdi chdng gh&. Ong diit né vao gitra roi d€ tap gidy
1én. “Xin 161 vi t6i da di lau the. Ga Kenneth de Villiers chét tiét ctt 1am
veeong chin t6i mai & trén. Toi khdng wa ddm nguwoi nha Villiers. Ho ludn
t0 moO xifa miii vao da moi chuyén trén doi, ludn mudn ki€m sodt va quyét
dinh moi viéc, luén coi minh la b6 thi€n ha!”

“Priing th&,” T6i lam bam.

Ong Lucas phay tay. “Gi¢ thi chiing ta bit ®4u théi, chdu géi. C6 1a vién
HoOng ngoc, ngwoi tht mwoi hai trong héi. Vién Kim cwong cua nha
Villiers da dwoc sinh ra tr hai ndm tredec. Vay la & thoi cta cd, cdu ta
khoang 19. Tén cdu ay la gi nhi?”

“Gideon,” T6i néi. Chi nhic d&n tén hin, tdi dd thay long Am lai.
“Gideon de Villiers.”

Ong Lucas lwét ciy but chi trén mit gidy. “Va cdu ta ciing ddng ghét
hét nhw cac thanh vién khac nha Villiers, nhwng né€u tdi hi€u khong sai thi
¢0 vAn hon cAu ta. Chging phéi c6 con qua tré cho viéc nay sao?”

“Tré gi nira ha 6ng,” To6i ndi. “Ngwee lai, chau thudc dang cham thi 6.
Ngoai chdu ra thi tdt cd bon con géi trong 1&p dd udng thudc.” A, ti't ca trir
Aishani, Peggy va Cassie Clarke. Nhung bd me Aishani 13 ngwdi An Do
bdo thil va chi ¢An né ngdm mdt dira con trai ndo 1a ho giét thit n6 ngay.
Peggy hinh nhw thich bon con gdi hon. Con Cassie thi, mot liic ndo d6 chic
déng mun trirng cd kia cling ty bién di, va lic d6 ¢ 1€ nd cling than thién
hon v&i moi ngwoi, va sé thoi gam gt “nhin gi ma nhin” mdi khi ¢6 ai 16
liéc mét vé huéng né. “A, dwong nhién ca chj Charlotte ciing khéng lién
quan gi dén sex. Th& nén Gordon Gelderman md&i goi chi &y la Ni# hoang
bdng gid. Nhung gico thi chdu khong con dam chéc liéu cdi tén nay c6 con
ding khong nwa...” T6i nghi€n rang vi nghi dén cdi cach Charlotte nhin
Gideon - va nguoc lai. Suy cho cung thi chi hai ngay sau khi quen, Gideon
da nhanh chéong nay ra y dinh hon t6i. To6i chaalng can phai hinh dung ra
nhtrng chuyén c6 the xay ra gitra ho trong nhi€u nam quen biét.

“Udng thudc gi?” Ong Lucas hdi.

“Gi a?” Oi troi, khong 1& & nim 1948, ngwdi ta vaAn con tranh thai bang
bao cao su lam twr rudt bo hodc twong ty - n€u ho cé phong tranh. Nhung toi



cling khong mudn biét. “Chau khéng mudn néi vé sex voi 6ng dau, that
da’y, ong ngoai a.”

Ong Lucas 1ic d4u nhin t6i. “T6i tham chi con khdng mudn nghe cb
thot ra tr ndy. Y tdi khong phai 1a t 6ng ngoai.”

“Vang a.” Toi boc chudi trong lic dng Lucas ghi chép. “Thé moi ngwoi
dung tir nao d€' ndi a?”

“No6i cai gi?”

“No6i thay twr sex ay?”

“Chiing t6i khéng néi vé chuyén nay,” Ong Lucas cdi gim mit xudng
trang gidy. “Nhat 1a véi mot ¢o6 bé 16 tudi. Tiép tuc nao: Mdy dong h'6 bj
Paul va Lucy 18y mat tredc khi né kip nhan dién mau cta hai thanh vién
cudi cung ctia HOi Thap Nhi. Vi thé ngwoi ta ding mdy thir hai, dwong
nhién la mdy nay chwa c¢6 mau cta tdt cd nhitng ngwoi veot thoi gian
khéic.”

“Khong, chuyén cii roi. Gideon da tim dwgc gan hét nhirng ngwoi vueot
thoi gian va xin mdu cua ho. Gior chi con thi€u quy ba Tilney va cda vién
Opal, Elise gi day.”

“Elaine Burghley,” Ong Lucas néi. “Mdt thj ni ctia nit hoang Elizabeth
Pé nha't, mat nam 18 tuoi sau khi sinh.”

“Chinh x4c. Va dwong nhién ca mau cua Paul va Lucy. Th& nén bon
chau dang di 18y mau ctua ho, va ho 18y ctia bon chau. Theo chau hi€u la
the".”

“Vay gio hién c6 hai mdy dong h'6 c6 th€ khic nhap hdi? Chuyén nay
that... khong the tin ndi!”

“Chuyén gi s& xdy ra néu hdi dworc khic nhap?”

“Piéu bi mat s& dwoc tiét 16,” Ong Lucas nghiém trang.

“Qi troi o1, ca ong ciing néi vay.” Toi bwe minh 1ic dau. “Khong thé chi
mot ldn cu thé hon sao?”

“Nhirng 10 tién tri ¢6 nhic d&n viéc dai bang 1&én ngdi, nhan loai chién
thdng bénh tat va cdi chét, mot thoi dai mdi bit dau.”

“A ha,” Toi van ngu hét nhw trede. “Nhw vay d6 1a mot chuyén t6t?”

“RAt tdt 12 ddng khic. N6 s& mang lai budc tién quyét dinh cho nhan
loai. Vi thé ba twdc Saint Germain 14p Poi Can vé, vi thé nhitng nguoi



thong thai nhat va manh mé& nha't th€ gidi c6 mat trong hang ngii cta chiing
ta. Tat cd déu mudn gin gitr bi mat nay, d€ khi thoi di€m chin mu6i, nd
dworc hé 10 va ctru rdi the gidi.”

O. N6i thé con 13 rang. It ra thi cho dén gi¢, diy ciing 14 nhitng thong
tin r0 nha't to1 dworc nghe vé vu bi mat. “Nhung tai sao Paul va Lucy khong
mudn khic nhap hoi?”

Ong Lucas thé dai. “T6i khong biét. C6 vira k& 1a ¢6 gip ho ldc nao?”

“Nam 1912,” Téi dap. “Ngay 22 hodc 24 thang Sau, chau khéng nhé rd
nira.” Cang cd vét 6éc thi toi lai cang khong ddm chic ba’y nhiéu. “Ciing c6
the 1a 12? Chau chi nhé chic chin dé 1a mot s6 chin. Hay 1a 18 nhi?
Nhung chic chin d6 1a vao budi chidu. Quy ba Tilney da chuah bj sin tiéc
tra trén ban.” Vwra budng 101, téi chot 16e 1én y nghi va voi gio tay 1én bit
miéng: “Oi!”

“Gi the?”

“Bay gior chau da k€ ra v&i 6ng, roi ong s€ ti€t 16 cho Lucy va Paul. Vi
thé’ho m&i don 16ng bon chdu & dd’y. N6i cho cung thi chinh 6ng mdi 1a ké
phan boi chir khéng phai chau. Mac du - k&t qua cudi cuing cling thé ca...”

“Gi co? O khong dau!” Ong Lucas 1ic dau quiy qudy. “Toi sé khong
lam th€”. T6i s€ khong k€ v&i ho vE cd, c6 dién mdi lam vay! N&u ngay mai
t6i bdo s& c6 liic ho 18y cip mdy dong h'd va dem né theo vé qud khtt, chic
ho s& nga't 1dn tai chd. Trudc khi néi vdi ai diéu gi d6 vé twong lai, nguoi
ta phai can nhéc ra't k¥, co r6 chua?”

“A thi, c6 th€ ngay mai 6ng s& khong néi v&i ho, nhung dng van con
nhi€éu nam ma.” Toi tram ngam nhai chudi. “Mdt khéc thi... ho dem theo
may dong h'd vé thoi nao nhi? Sao khong phai 1a thoi nay? O day du sao
ho con c6 ban, chinh la 6ng. Cling c6 th€ 6ng dang lwa chau va ho da chuc
san trirde ctra d€ 14’y mdu cia chdu ciing nén.”

“T6i khong biét ho s& tré vé thoi gian ndo.” Ong Lucas thé dai. “Toi
tham chi con khong twdng tweong noi ho s€ 1am chuyén dién r'6 kia. Hodc 1y
do vi sao ho 1am th&?” Ong chan nin néi thém: “Ma tém lai 12 t6i khong hé
biét ti g1.”

“Co6 1€ 1a & thoi di€m nay, cd ong va chau déu khong heé biét gi,” toi
cling ngao ngan dap.



Ong Lucas ghi lai ky st xanh, mdy dong ho thir hai va quy ba Tilney 1én
gid’y va vé nhirng dd'u hdi to twdng ra sau. “Ching ta ¢an gip nhau I4n nira
- sau nay. T&i ldc d6 c6 the' toi s€ tim hi€u dwgc khdi chuyén...”

biéu nay nghe c6 ly. “L€ ra chdu phai phan nhanh h'6i khi vé nam
1956. C6 thé'la t&i mai ching ta sé gap lai.”

“Haha!” Ong Lucas bit cudi. “P&i v&i ¢d thi nim 1956 c6 thé 1a t&i
mai - nhwng con d6i v&i toi... Nhwng thoi, chiing ta thir suy nghi xem. Néu
sip t&i cd phan nhanh h'di khit vé mot thoi sau thoi nay, co cling sé & day
chi?”

To6i gat dau. “Chau nghi thé”. Nhwng 6ng khong thé ngay dém ng6i dgi
chdu & dwdi nay. Hon nira Gideon c6 th€ tat qua bat ct lic nao, vi hin
cling phai phan nhdnh h'6i khi.”

“T6i biét ching ta nén lam th& ndo,” Ong Lucas cang lic cang hao
hirng. “Né&u I'4n sau cd lai ha cdnh xu6ng phong nay thi cd ct t&i chd toi!
Vian phong cida tdi ¢ fang hai. Co chi can qua dwgrc hai ngwoi linh canh,
nhwng céi nay khong thanh van dé€. C6 cr bao ¢ bi lac dwong, ctr bdo cd la
em ho tdi. Hazel, & qué ra. T hom nay toi s& bat dau k& vd&i tat cd moi
ngwoi vé ¢6.”

“Nhung thdy Whitman néi phong nay luén khéa. Hon ntra chdu con
khong bi€t hién ching ta dang & dau.”

“Prong nhién 12 ¢ ¢an chia khéa. Va mat khau cia ngay.” Ong Lucas
nhin quanh. “T6i s€ ddnh cho cd mot chia va gidu né & dau day. Ca mat
khau ntra. Toi s€ vi€t n6 1én manh gidy va gidu luén cung. T6t nha't 1a &
dau d6 trong twong. O dwdi kia kia, chd may vién gach hoi 1dng 120, co
tha’y chwa? C6 18 ching ta s& dao dwoc mot cdi hdc nhd & d6.” Ong ding
day, vong qua d6ng d6 ngdn ngang roi quy xudng treedrc birc twong. “Nhin
nay. To6i s&€ dem d'6 dén va tao ra mot chd gidu hoan hio. Lan sau khi toi,
cO chi can rit vién gach nay ra s€ tim thay chia khéa va mat khau.”

“Nhung & day c¢6 ca dong gach,” t6i noi.

“Thi ¢6 ct nh& 18y vién nay, hang thir nam tw dwdi tré 1€n, khoang
gitra phong. Chét tiét! Gay ca mong tay! Thoi c vay di, k&€ hoach nhw thé
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aon.
“Nhung tr gio tr¢ di, ngay nao 6ng cling phai xudng dwdi nay d€ cip
nhat mat khau,” Toi néi. “Ong dinh lam thé& nao? Ong hoc & dai hoc Oxford



co'ma?”

“Mat khau khong phai ngdy nao ciing khac,” Ong ddp. “Thinh thodng
chuing t6i dung cing mdt mat khau cho may tuan Iién. Hon nira day 1a cach
duy nhat d&€ c6 the sap x&p mdt cudc gip khic. C6 nhd vién gach nay nhé.
T6i cling sé gidu ban d6 vao da’y d€ c¢6 biét dwong ma tim 1én trén. Tw day
c6 nhitng con dwong bi mat din di t&i nita London.” Ong nhin ddng hd.
“Gio thi chdng ta cr ng'6i xudng va ghi lai mdt cach c6 hé thong. C6 s€
tha’y, sau d6 ca hai chiing ta s€ khon 1€n daYy.”

“Hodc van 1a hai ké ngu ngo' trong cin hAm 4m moc.”

Ong Lucas nghiéng dau mim cuwdi. “Biét dau, c6 s& nhan the tiét 16 cho
toi, tén clia ba cd bit dau bang chir A. Hoic chit C?”

T6i budc phai mim cwoi. “Thé 6ng thich chir nao hon?”



Hoi Thap Nhi
Ho tén Da quy {frl;ﬁ;aglgrl

Lancelot de Villiers ~ L
Ho phach Calcinatio

1560-1607
Elaine Burghley Opal Putrefatio et
1562-1580 P mortificio
William de Villiers o ) )
Ma ndo Sublimatio
1636-1689
Cecilia Woodville  Ngoc hai :
> Solutio
1628-1684 thuy
Robert Leopold
Ba. twoc von Saint Bich ngoc Distillatio
Germain
1703-1784

Jeanne de Pontcarreé
Madame d’Urfe
1705-1775

Ng\oc ~. Coagulatio
hoang yé€n

Jonathan va Timothy
de Villiers

1875-1944
1875-1930

Caneon Extractio

Margarete Tilney

1877-1944 Ngoc thach Digestio

Loai
vat

Ech

Gau

Ngua

Pai
bang

Ran

Chim
ung

Cao

Giong cay

Dé gai

HG dao

Thong kim

Phong

So1

Bach qua

Cay doan



Ho tén

Paul de Villiers
*1974

Lucy Montrose
*1976

Gideon de Villiers
*1992

Gwendolyn
Shepherd

*1994

Tén gia kim

ba quy twong wng

Tourmaline i
Ceratio
den

Lam ngoc Fermentatio

Kim cwong Multiplicatio

Hdng ngoc Projectio

Trich Bién nién sir Doi Cdn vé
Tap IV: Hoi Thdp Nhi

\ e

Loai

vat
S6i

Linh
miéu

Su t

Qua

Giong cay

Thanh
lvong tra

Liéu

Thuy tung

Bach
dwong



CHUONG 4

“Gwenny! Chi Gwenny, diy di!”

T6i mét nhoc tinh diy tr gid'c mo sdu. Trong mo’ toi 1a mét ba ldo gia
khd lung cong, ngdi doi dién véi Gideon banh bao ngdi ngdi, khing dinh
v&i hin tén ba ta 1a Gwendolyn Shepherd va t&i tir nim 2080. R'6i t6i trong
thad'y gwong mat v&i cdi miii héch quen thude cia em gdi Caroline.

“Cu6i cung thi ciling tinh!” N6 néi. “Em twdng 1a em khdéng bao gio
danh thirc chi dwgc. T6T qua khi chi vEé thi em ngd mat roi, mic diu em da
ging thirc. Chi ¢ mang vé thém mot cdi vdy ky di ndo nira khong?”

“Khong, Tan nay thi khong.” T6i nhdm ddy. “L'an nay chi thay quéan do
& do.”

“Tw gio trd di s€ luén nhw thé” a? Chi sé chi vé khi em da nga? Me da
héa ra that ky la t khi chuyén nay xay dén v&i chi. Con em va Nick thi
nhé chi 18m - #n t&i vang chi chdn kinh khiing.”

“Trwedrc ddy van th&’ ma,” Toi lai ngd xudng goi.

T&1 qua toi dwoc chd vé nha bing chiéc Limousine, t6i khong quen
ngwoi 14i xe nhung anh chang Marley téc dd thi tién toi t&i tAn cilra.

T6i khong con gip Gideon tir lic d6, the ciing t6t. Phii mo’ vé hén ca
dém la qua du.

Ong quéan gia Bernhard dén toi bén ctra, lich sy va citng do’ nhw moi
khi. Me chay tw trén cau thang xudng 6m chim 18’y tdi cr nhw t6i mdi cling
doan tham hi€m Nam Cyc tré vEé. Tuy vui mwng khi gdp lai me, nhwng toi
van con kha gidn me. Cam gidc phét hién ra bi chinh me minh lwra doi that
kho ti€u. Ma me thi khong chiu cho t61 bi€t 1y do vi sao. Ngoai vai cau to1
nghia nhw “Pirng tin ba't ¢t ai - nguy hi€m - bi mat - blablabla”, me khong
giai thich gi vé cach cw xtr cia me. B&i thé” va vi mét gan chét nén tdi chi
am w gam mi&€ng thit ga da ngudi roi bo Ién giwong di ngth ma khong k€ gi



cho me nghe vé nhirng chuyén da xdy ra trong ngay. Me bi€t lam gi véi mé
thong tin 4y? Me di qud lo 14ng r'di. Toi thAy me cé vé ciing kiét sitc gan
nhu to1.

Caroline lai lay tay t6i. “Nay chi, dueng nga lai!”

“Biét roi.” To6i ving diy vét chin ra khdi giwrdng. Mic du trwede khi di
ngu, tdi con goi dién ndi chuyén rat 1au voi Leslie, nhwng ldc thire ddy cam
thd’y cling tvong d61 diy gidc. Nhung Xemerius dau roi? To1 qua né bién
mA't Itic toi di tim va tir d6 khong tha'y mit mili dau.

T6i tinh nga hin dudi voi hoa sen. Toi dung dau goi va dau xa dat tién
ctia me du khong dwoe phép, du biét s€ bi 10 bédi hwong hoa h'ong va budi
tuyét di€u. Trong ldc lau téc, toi ba't gidc ty hoi khong biét Gideon c¢6 thich
mui hoa hong va budi, d€ r'oi ngay lap tirc phai chdn chinh minh.

Vura ng degre mot, hai gio dong h'o, t6i da nghi d&n ga! Ma nao da cé
chuyén gi to tat xay ra? U, bon t6i hon nhau mot chit trong bu'dng xwng toi,
nhung ngay sau d6 hén lai nhip vai thing khon. Du ngt c¢6 ddy hay khong
thi t6i cling khong muén nho lai cd roi bich tw tAng may tht chin. K€
chuyén nay cho Leslie nghe, t6i lam n6 ca tdi qua khong con muén doi chu
de.

T6i1 s’y kho téc, mdc quan 4o, ltrng thirng men theo ma’y cau thang dai
ding dic xudng phong in. Caroline, Nick, me va toi sdng & Tu ba. Khac
voi nhirng phian khac trong ngdi nha thudc sé& hiru cua gia tdc toi it nha't da
ngan nim (it nhat!) thi & d6 kha dé chiu.

Phian con lai trong nha chira day d6 ¢ va chan dung cédc cu, ky khac
nhau. Trong d6 d&€m khoéng dwgc may ngwoi khién thién ha phai tPam tro.
Trong nha con ¢c6 ca phong khiéu vii. Téi ting day Nick di xe dap & do, tat
nhién la bi mat. Ai cling bi€t giao thong trong thanh phd’ 1on gio’ nguy hiém
kinh khiing th& nao.

Nhw theong 1€, t6i thay ti€c 1a bon tdi khdng th€ cuing me dung bira &
trén nay. Ba ngoai Arista cit ning ndc bt moi ngwdi phai cé6 mit & cdi
phong dn dm dam c6 twong 6p g0 mau sd cd la sita. D6 1a céch so sdnh
ngon lanh duy nha't d4’y. So sanh c4ch khdc thi... tm... d& bd com 1im.

It ra khong khi hom nay da nhiéu phan khd hon hém trieée, vira budce
vao phong la t61 nhin ra ngay.



Quy ba Arista, von ludn mang ddng vé cia gido vién ballet, ludn sin
sang dét vao tay hoc tro, cat giong vui vé: “Chao buoi sang, chau yéu!”
Charlotte va me chi &%y thi nhin t6i mim cwoi nhw theé ho biét dwgrc diéu gi
d6é ma t6i khong h€ hay biét.

Thuong thi bac Glenda ching bao gi> mim cudi v&i t0i (hodc véi bat
ctr ai, trir ki€u nh&ch mép chua chat), va m&i hom qua Charlotte con danh
cho t6i ma’y lovi xa'u xi. Vi thé tdi can than d€ phong ngay 14p tic.

“Cé chuyén gi a?” T6i hoi.

Thang em Nick muwdi hai tudi ctia téi nhoén miéng cwdi khi tdi ng'di
xudng bén canh Caroline. Me day sang phia t6i mot dia ti hu banh mi va
trieng chién bong. T6i suyt ngd't vi déi khi mui thiec dn pha 1én mi.

“Oi tro,” Bac Glenda néi. “H6m nay ¢6 dinh nh'6i cho con ¢d lwgng
m¢ va cholesterol cia ca thang hay sao, Grace?”

“Vang, ding the”,” Me than nhién.

“Sau nay né sé ghét cd vi c6 khong cham chit t&i hinh thé€ cia nd,” Bac
Glenda lai cwo'i mim.

“Hinh th€ cia Gwendolyn khong c6 gi dang ché,” Me dap.

“Bay gio thi th€,” Bac Glenda van cwedi mim.

“May dira bo cdi gi vao tra ctia bac &y a?” Toi thi thdm v&i Caroline.

“Luc ndy c6 ngwoi goi dién, roi k€'t d6, bac va chi Charlotte ti ton thé
day,” Caroline thi thao dap. “Ct& nhw vura 16t xac!”

Ping lic nay, Xemerius ha xudng bén ngoai bé ctra sd, khép canh r'oi
veon dau di qua 1op kinh.

“Chao budi sang!” T6i mwng ro noi.

“Chao budi sang!” Xemerius nhdy tor bé ctra xuéng mot chiéc ghé&
trong.

Trong khi nhirng nguwoi khac kinh ngac nhin t6i, Xemerius tho vudt gai
bung son sot. “Gia dinh cau khi dong. Du chwa bao quat dworc hét nhwng
t& d€y tha'y trong nha nay hoi bi nhiéu dan ba con gdi. Qud nhiéu 1a ding
khac. Va trong c¢6 vé nhw ngwoi ta can thoc 1ét ngay mot nira trong s& do.”
N6 vay canh. “Thé& cac 6ng bd ctia dam tré dau? Va thd vat nuoi trong nha
dau? Ca cdi nha to vat va ma khong c¢6 ndi mot con hoang yé€n. Tha't vong
qua di mat.”



Tdi mim cudi. “Ba Maddy dau a?” Tdi hdi va bit dau dn ngdu nghién.

“Ta e 1a nhu cau dwgc ngu cia ¢6 em ch'ong yéu quy con 1én hon ca sy
t0 mo,” quy ba Arista nghiém trang n6i. Ba ngo6i thging do’ nhw cay nén bén
ban va xoe tay ki€u cach khi an mét nira mi€ng banh mi phét bo'. (T6i chwa
bao gio’ thd’y ba ng6i ki€u nao khac.) “Vi hdm qua 16’ ddy sm nén ca ngay,
tdm trang ba &y byc bodi khé chiéu. Tredc muoi gior sang thi ta nghi ba Ay
van chwra xua't hién dau.”

“Con th&’y th& lai tot,” Giong bac Glenda rin rit. “M&Yy loi nham nhi vé
trimg lam ngoc v&i d6ng h'd thdp ctia c6 &y khién ngwdi ta dién ca dau. A,
chau cé khoe khong, Gwendolyn? Bac ¢6 thé hinh dung dwoc 1a tat ca
nhitng chuyén nay ra't r6i rim v&i chdu.”

“Vang,” Toi am w.

“C6 1€ rat kinh khdng, khi dot nhién dwoe bi€t minh mang s& ménh cao
quy song lai khong th€ dap &ng dwoc moi mong doi.” Bac Glenda xién mot
mi€ng ca chua trén dia.

“Ong George bao 12 tir $au d&n gio Gwendolyn da 1am rat tdt,” Quy ba
Arista n6i. Nhung triedre khi t6i kip cam kich vi sy troe gitip cta ba thi ba da
bdi thém: “Néu ta thong cdm v&i hoan canh. Gwendolyn nay, hdm nay
ngwoi ta s€ lai d€n doén chdau & treong roi dwa tdi Temple. L'an nay chi
Charlotte s€ di cung chdu.” Ba nhap mdt ngum tra.

Tbdi khong the€ mé miéng Vi so roi tritng ra ngoai, nén chi tron mét kinh
hai, trong khi Nick va Caroline d6ng thanh héi thay t6i: “Vi sao lai the&" a?”

Béc Glenda lic dau theo ki€u clia riéng minh, “Bé&i vi Charlotte da
thanh thao ta't ca nhirng gi Gwendolyn 1€ ra phai bi€t d€ cé the hoan thanh
nhiém vu cho t& t&. Va bay gio, vi nhirng s kién rdi loan trong may ngay
vira qua ma ai ciing c6 th€ hinh dung lai qué r6, ngeoi bén Temple muén
Charlotte giip em ho minh chuan bi cho nhitng Tan vwot thoi gian tiép
theo.” Trong bac ct nhw ¢6 ¢6 con gdi vira gianh huy chwong vang ¢ thé&
van hoi. [t nhat 12 the"

Cho nhirng Tan vueot thoi gian ti€p theo? Vu nay 1a sao?

“Con mu téc dé gay khod doc dia kia 1a ai vay?” Xemerius hoi. “Té hy
vong d6 chi 1a ho hang xa cda ciu.”

“Tuy khong hé bat ngo’ trede thinh cau nay, nhwng ching t6i Van phai
can nhic xem c6 nén nhan loi khdng. Né6i cho cuing thi Charlotte chang co



nghia vu gi cd. Nhung,” N6i t¢i day thi con mu... &y chét, bac Glenda t6c
dé gay kho théd dai ddy kich tinh. “Charlotte y thirc rd't rd6 tAm quan trong
ctia nhiém vu nay va s&n sang quén minh d¢& gép strc vao thanh cong.”

Me ciing thé dai nhin t6i i ngai. Charlotte gat lon téc dé 13 lanh ra sau
tai va chd’p chd'p mi nhin sang t6i.

“Ha?” Nick thdt 1€n. “Chij Charlotte thi day gi dwore chi Gwendolyn?”

“0,” M4 bic Glenda dd Gng vi hing héi. “Nhiéu chit. Nhung doi
Gwendolyn hoc hét dugrc nhirng gi Charlotte da rén luyén ngéan &y nam
troi trong mot thoi gian ngén 13 diéu phi 1y, chwra néi dén... nhitng tai niing
thién phd dwore phan bo khd ba't cong gitra hai dira. Chiing ta chi cé th€
truyén dat lai nhitng di€éu co ban nhdt. Ma theo nhw bac nghe k€,
Gwendolyn thi€u kién thitc co' ban d&n thé thdm, ciing khong nim dwoc
cach &ng xt& hop v&i céc thoi dai khac nhau.”

No6i ldo! Ai k€ cho bac ta dworc nhi?

“Vang, nguoi ta dac biét can bi€t ing xir khi ng'6i mdt minh trong can
hAm khéa kin,” Tdi ddp. “Nhd dau vaAn bi may con chudt cdng bit qua tang
dang ngody miii.”

Caroline cwoi khiic khich.

“Q, khong dau, Gwenny. Chj 14y 1am ti€c vi phdi néi v&i em diéu nay,
nhwng trong thoi gian t&i moi thir s€ phiec tap 1én doi chiit véi em day.”
Charlotte nhin t6i v&i 4nh mét 18 ra nén dong cam, nhung lai ¢6 vé dic chi
va cay doc.

“Chij chau néi dding.” Tdi von da khd so anh méit nhu xuyén thau cia
quy ba Arista, an nay né con khi€n toi giat minh. “Theo ménh 1€nh td1 cao,
chdu s€ con phai ton nhiéu thoi gian & thé ky 18,” ba ndi.

“Va s& gdp nhiéu nguoi,” Charlotte b6i thém. “Néu thim chi em con
khong bi€t tén vi vua dang cai tri hodc Réticule 1a gi thi nguoi ta s€ thay
rat ky quiac.”

Re... gi co?

“La gi ha chi?” Caroline héi.

Charlotte mim cwoi kiéu sa. “Dé€ chi em giai thich cho ma nghe.”

Toi tirc gidn nhin Charlotte. Sao chj ta ¢6 the vui mirng dén thé’ moi khi
day t6i vao th& ngu si va vo hoc? Bac Glenda cwoi khay.



“La mot dang tdi xach tay, mot thi tdi vai vor van, thwong chi dung d€
dyng d6 théu thua v bo,” Xemerius ndi. “Ca khan tay. Va thuéc mudi hit
chong ngat.”

Ra the

“Réticule 1a tir ¢& 16 cho tii x4ch tay, Caroline,” T6i néi, mit khong roi
Charlotte. Mi mét chij ta khé rung 1&n kinh ngac nhwng nu cwdi nhu mi van
nd trén moi.

“Theo ménh 1énh t&i cao? Nghia la sao a?”” Me t6i quay sang hdi quy ba
Arista. “Con twdng ching ta da nha't tri s& cd gidng tdch Gwendolyn ra khoi
chuyén nay cang nhiéu cang t6t. Con twong nd chi phai phan nhanh h'6i
khtr vé nhirng thoi di€m an toan. Sao bay gio ho lai ¢6 the quyét dinh day
né vao nguy hi€ém?”

“Pay khong phai vi€c cua con, Grace,” Ba lanh lung néi. “Con da gay
ra du chuyén phién todi r6i.”

Me cén moi. Anh mét gian di ctia me lia tir tdi sang quy ba Arista, r'oi
me day phit ghé& dirng 1én. “Con phai di I1am,” me néi. Me hon 1én téc Nick,
nhin sang phia t6i va Caroline. “Cac con di hoc vui nhé. Caroline, con nh¢
c¢am theo chié€c khin cho gio’ thi cdng. Hen t6i gdp lai cac con.”

“Theong me qud,” Caroline thi thdm khi me ra khéi phong. “Td1 qua
me da khéce. Em nght 1a me khong thich chi thira hwdng gien vt thoi gian
chut nao.”

“U,” t6i bdo. “Chj cling nhan ra.”

“Nhung khong chi c6 me dau,” Nick li€c mit ddy ngu y vé phia
Charlotte va bic Glenda, ho vin mim cuoi.

To6i chwra bao gio’ nhan dwoc nhiéu chud y khi bwdc vao 1op nhw hdm nay.
Vi chiéu qua c6 t&i mot nira 1op chirng ki€n canh tdi dwore xe Limousine
den toi don.

“Van tié€p tuc nhan cd cwgce,” Gordon Gelderman néi. “Ti 1€ tuyét doi
cho khd niang th nhat: Ga lang t¢ dong tinh hom qua 1a nha san xuét
truyén hinh, tuyén ca Gwendolyn va Charlotte cho chwong trinh, nhung
cudi cing Gwendolyn thing. Kha ning thit hai: Hin 12 gd anh ho d'dng tinh



ctia hai ngudi, chuyén cung cap dich vu dwa dén bang xe Limousine. Kha
nang thi ba...”

“Im mom di Gordon,” Charlotte vic, gat téc ra sau roi ng'6i vao chd.

“T¢& thd’y ciu cling nén gidi thich 1y do vi sao ciu tuy quan quyt v&i anh
chang 4y, nhung sau d6 Gwendolyn lai 13 nguoi 1én xe di cung hén,”
Cynthia Dale ninh not. “Leslie dinh k& chuyén ¢& tich cho bon t&, rang hin
la thay gido phu dao cia Gwendolyn!”

“Puwong nhién roi, thdy gido phu dao ma lai di xe Limousine t&i va
nim tay nit hoang bing gid nha ta,” Gordon nhin Leslie doc dja. “Rd rang 1a
¢6 &m muu che gidu chuyén mo dm nao day.”

Leslie nhiin vai, nhin t6i mim cwoi. “Té khong kip nghi ra 1y do gi hay
ho hon.” N6 ng6i phich xudng ghé’.

T61 nhin quanh tim Xemerius. Lan cudi toi trong tha'y nd, né dang nhap
nhOm trén mai trieong, vui vé vay toi. Tuy da din do nd trdnh xa toi trong
gio’ hoc, nhwng t6i khong nghi 1a né s€ nghe loi.

“Ky si xanh c6 vé 1a mot ngd cut chinh cong,” Leslie ha giong thi thao.
Khéc t6i, t67 qua né hau nhw khong ngd, ma tim kiém hang gi¢ trén mang.
“Mot birc twong ngoc thach nhd noi ti€ng thoi nha Minh ¢6 tén nhw thé’,
nhung hién né dang & bao tang tai Bic Kinh. Con c6 twong dai trén quing
treong thanh ph6” Cloppenburg cia Pic va hai cudn sach cung tén. Mot
cudn la ti€u thuy€t vi€t nam 1926 va cudn kia la sach thi€u nhi, xud't ban
sau khi dng cdu ma't. Dén gio’ to¢ mdi tim dwoc c6 the.”

“To twdng d6 1la mot bic tranh,” To6i néi. Trong phim, cdc bi mat
thwong dwgc gid'u sau hodc trong birc tranh.

“Nham to,” Leslie kéu Ién. “Néu dé la ky si 4o lam thi moi sy da
khdc... TG ciing da nhiéu Man ding chwong trinh ddo tr cho KY ST XANH,
nhung n&u XANH KY ST ¢6 nghia thi t& cling chwa suy ra dwoc. Nhung t&
da in ra vai kha ning, bi€t dau ciu nghi ra dwoc gi?” N6 day mot tor gidy
sang cho toi.

“XANH SIKY,” t6i doc. “KY XANH SI. Him... d€ nghi xem nao...”

Leslie cwdi khic khich. “Tw t& thich nhat 1a: ST XANH KY. Oi troi,
thay Soc dang phi toi!”

Y né mudn néi dén thdy Whitman. Nhw moi khi, thay sai budc tiéh vao
16p. Bon tdi gén cho thAy biét danh nay vi d6i mét nau to twéng. Nhung



h'61 do, bon td1 con chwa biét thay thuc su 1a ai.

“T¢& van con cho bi ky luat vi chuyén hom qua,” Toi néi, nhung Leslie
lac dau.

“Lam th& sao dwoc,” N6 ddp ngin gon. “Hoidc 14 thay hidu trudng
Gilles s€ bi€t dong nghi€p day Anh van ctia minh chinh la thanh vién quan
trong trong mot hoi kin? B&i vi n€u thdy dam hé ra thi to s€ khai y chang
th&. Oi, chét tiét, thay di dén diy. Lai van 4nh nhin... cao ngao!”

Ding 1a thdy Whitman di d&n chd bon toi. Thay dit kep tai liéu day cop
tich thu ctia Leslie trong nha v€ sinh ni* hdm qua Ién ban. “T6i nghi 1a em
rd't mu6n 187y lai bo swu tAm gid'y to'... cye ky thd vi nay,” Thay mia mai.

“Véang, cam on thay,” Leslie hoi dd mat. Bé swu tdm gidy to' chinh la
tap tai liéu nghién ctru hién twong veot thoi gian. Trong d6 ¢6 moi thong
tin ma bon toi (didc biét 1a Leslie) da tim dwgc veé Doi Can vé va ba twdc
Saint Germain. O trang 34, ngay sau nhirng bai swu fam veé kha nang di vat
cach cam con ¢ mdt ghi chép lién quan t&i thdy Whitman. Ldo Soc ciing la
thanh vién ciia hoi kin? Nhén. Y nghia? Bon tdi chi c6 the hy vong thay
khong van loi &y vao than.

“Leslie, t6i khong mudn ndéi ra diéu nay, nhung t6i nghi em nén s
dung nang lwong cua minh d€ dau tw cho mot s6” mén hoc khac.” Thay
Whitman tuy mim cwoi, nhung giong thdy khong chi giéu cot. Thay ha
giong. “Khong phai td't cd nhirng gi ngwoi ta thdy thd vi ciling tdt cho
minh.”

C6 phai thay dang doa khong? Leslie im lang ¢cam kep h'¢ so’ cho vao
cap.

P4m ban hoc t0 mod d& mét nhin vé phia bon tdi. C6 1& ho ty hdi khong
bi€t thady Whitman dang néi chuyén gi. Charlotte ng¢i di gan dé’ nghe thay
16 thay. Mét chi ta 16 1 vé dic y. Khi thdy Whitman bdo: “Con em,
Gwendolyn, dan d4an em nén hiéu dwoc ring biét gilt bi mat 13 pham chat
ma nguwoi ta khdng chi mong doii, ma con doi hdi & em,” Chj ta gat git d6ng
tinh. “Pang ti€c em lai td ra minh kém xitng ddng dén th&.”

That bat cong! To1 quyet dinh noi gwong Leslie. The 1a t61 va thay
Whitman im ling nhin nhau chdm chim vai gidy. R%i nu cudi cla thay
cang twoti, thay dot ngdt vo ma toi. “Nhung thdi, ngang cao dau 1én! Toi tin



chdc em s& con hoc dwoc rat nhidu diéu,” R6i thay di ti€p. “Con Gordon,
th€" nao ro1? Lan nay em lai chép nguyén van bai luan trén mang?”

“ThAy van cho phép bon em dwoc st dung ta't cd cdc ngu'dn tai liéu tim
dwoc coo ma?” Gordon cai. Trong mot cau ma giong né ngan dugc qua hai
quang tam.

“Thdy Whitman mudn gi thé?” Cynthia Dale redn nguoi qua chd bon
toi. “Tap h'6 sor g1 dd’y? Va sao thay lai vo md cau, Gwendolyn?”

“Khong can ghen I'ong 1én dau, Cyn,” Leslie bao. “Thay &y chéng yéu
bon t& hon ciu chit nao.”

“Ui,” Cynthia bdo. “Té dau c6 ghen. Y t& 13, nay? Sao ta't ca ci nghi 12
t& si mé thay &'y nhi?”

“C6 1€ vi cau la chad tich cau lac bé nhirng ngwoi hAm md William
Whitman?” t61 goi y.

“Hodc vi ciu da vi€t Cynthia Whitman hai chyc an 1€n gidYy, 18y ly do
cau mudn bi€t cam gidc d6 thé nao?” Leslie ndi.

“Hoac la vi...”

“Pu roi,” Cynthia nghi€n rang. “Ngay xwa thi th¢. Nhwng da qua lau
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roi.

“M@i hom kia chir 14u gi,” Leslie n6i.

“Gid t& dd tredng thanh va chin chin hon,” Cynthia thé dai nhin quanh
16p. “Tat ca cling chi tai cdi ddm tré ranh kia. N&u trong 1&p minh ¢6 vai
mdng chirng chac hon ti thi ¢6 ai phai 1ong thiy gido 1am gi. A, nhan tién:
Anh chang t&i dén ciu bing chiéc Limousine hom qua 4y, Gwenny? Giira
hai nguoi ¢ gi khong?”

Charlotte phi miii ddc y va ngay 14p tirc dworc Cynthia d& mat d&n. “Gio
dirng tip m& nira, Charlotte. Ai trong s& hai ciu c6 gi v&i hin?”

Lic nay thady Whitman da bwdc 1én buc gidng, yéu cau ca 1op tap trung
vao Shakespeare va nhirng ban sonnet cia ong.

Lan nay la Tan duy nhdt ma t61 bi€t on thay. Shakespeare con hon
Gideon! Nhirng ti€ng xi xao xung quanh im bat, thay vao dé la ti€ng thd
dai n3o nudt va tie€ng lat trang loat soat. Nhung t61 con kip nghe thay
Charlotte néi: “Gwenny thi chic chén 13 khong.”



Leslie nhin t6i thong cam. “No6 cha bi€t gi,” N6 thi tham. “Thuyc ra thi
no ra't ding thwong.”

“U,” toi thi thao ddp. Nhwng thuc ra tdi thd'y minh ddng thwong. Puorc
Charlotte ho tong chi€éu nay hin 1a mot chuyén vo cung thu vi.

Chi&€c Limousine Tan nay khong doi ching toi ngay tredc cOng treong ma
y tr d0 cach d6 mot quang. Anh chang Marley t6¢ d6 néng rudt di di lai lai
tredrc xe va con boi rdi hon khi thay bon t6i lai gén.

“A, ra la anh,” giong Charlotte kém vui mot céch 10 lidu, khién Marley
ddé mat. Charlotte li€c nhin qua ctra sO vao bén trong. Xe tr6ng tron, ngoai
nguwoi lai va Xemerius. V@ tha't vong cia Charlotte lai khi€n tdi phan chan.

“Chéc ciu c6 nhé t&?” Xemerius thich chi ngo ngudy trén ghé khi xe
phéng di. Marley ngdi & trén con Charlotte thi im ling ng'di canh tdi, mét
nhin chim cham ra ctra kinh.

“Tot da’y,” Xemerius khong can doi toi trd 10. “Nhung chic ciu thong
cam dwore, t& con nhiéu nghia vu khac chir khong chi trong nom ciu.”

T6i dao mét, Xemerius khodi chi cudi rinh rich.

DPing 1a t6i nhé né that. Bu6i hoc dai ngoach nhw keo cao su. Bén khi
cd Counter giang lau vo6 tdn vé khodng san vung bi€n Baltic thi t6i thyc sy
nh& Xemerius va nhirng ciu binh pham cda né. Hon ntra, toi rdt mudn gidi
thiéu né v&i Leslie, theo cach kha thi nhat. Leslie v6 cung thich thi nghe
toi twong thudt, mac du nhirng nét ky hoa cua tdi sau d6 hoi ba't 1gi cho con
quy dé tdi nghi€p. (“Cai gi nhw cdp quan do th& kia?” Leslie chi vao doi
strng toi vE.)

“R&t cudc thi cdu cling ¢c6 mdt ngwoi ban tang hinh htru ich!” N6 vui
mung néi. “Thi nghi ma xem: Khac véoi ga James chuyén dieng quan quanh
v6 nghia trong hdc twdng va cian nhidn vé cich crr xi¥ clia ciu, con quy d4
kia c6 th€ do la va nhom ngé xem chuyén gi dién ra sau nhitng canh ctra
dong kin.”

Toi con chwa hé nghi t&i y twdng nay. Nhwng ding that. Sdng nay
Xemerius da gidp t6i ra't nhi€u trong vu chir Re... Re... gi d6 am chi tdi
xéach tay thoi xwa.



“Xemerius c6 th€ tré thanh tror thd ddc Iyc cda ciu,” Leslie néi. “Chi
khong nhw ga James vo tich sy chuyén hon dbi.”

Ti€c 1a Leslie c6 1y khi n6i vé James. James thi... & nhi, James thyc ra
14 gi? N&u anh 4y ¢6 th€ rung chudi hat hodc 1am dung dwa chum den thi
con c¢6 th€ chinh thirc dwoec ménh danh la h'6n ma cua trvrong. James
August Peregrin Pympoole-Bothame 12 mdt anh chang banh trai trac doéi
muoi, doi téc gid rdc phan, mic 40 dudi tom théu hoa va da chét tr hai
tram ham chin nam trwed:c. Ngdi treong toi hoc tng 1a tw dinh cia cha me
anh dy. Ciing nhw tat cd nhtng h'on ma khac, anh khong mu6én chdp nhén
si thit rang minh da chét. P&i v&i anh, cudc doi 1am ma may trim nim chi
1a gidc mo ky di, anh van cho khi thite ddy. Leslie e rang anh da bd 16 khic
dwong hdm quan trong chéi 10a anh sang & phia tdn cung.

Téi cdi: “James ciing khong hin vé tich sw.” M&i hom trude, t6i con
quyét dinh nho James - nguoi con cia thé ky 18 - gidp do, vi du nhu day
toi da'u ki€m. Su6t may ti€ng d6ng h'd tdi cr twdng n€u nho James, toi sé
xai ki€m thanh thao nhw Gideon. Ti€c thay, td1 nham to.

Trong gio’ hoc da'u ki€m déu tién (va c¢6 vé ciing la cudi cung) vao gior
nghi gidi lao ban nay, Leslie cwoi 1an 10n. Pwong nhién né khong nhin thay
James v&i nhirng dong tic ma t6i cho la rdt chuyén nghiép, ciing nhw
khong nghe thdy cac khau 1&€nh: “P& nay, c6 Gwendolyn, do nay! Terz!
Prime! Terz! Quinte!” N6 chi trong thdy tdi cam que gidng bai cua cd
Counter tuyét vong nghi ngody trong khong khi, chong lai mot thanh ki€m
vO hinh. V6 dung. Va nyc cuei. Cuoi chan, Leslie bdo James nén day toi
diéu gi khdc thi hon. Anh nhwong bo dong tinh. James cho rang cling nhu
ta't cd cac mon vo khac, dd'u ki€m 1a viéc ctia dan 6ng. Theo anh, thir nguy
hi€m nha't ma mot c6 nwong dwoc phép cam trong tay chinh la chi€c kim
théu.

“Né&u nhw nam gii ciing tuan theo quy tic nay thi the gidi han da ot
dep hon,” Leslie n6i. “Nhung chirng nao ho con chwa lam thé thi t6t nhat
phu ntr cling nén cé sy chuan bj.” Suyt nira James ngadt 1an khi Leslie rut
con dao dai khoang 20 cm trong cap ra. “Cau c6 the dung né ty v€, néu Ian
sau lai c¢6 thang kho'n nao trong qua khit dinh dung dén cau.”

“Tréng c nhuw...”

“... con dao lam bé&p cua Nhat. Chém rau qua va ca twoi ngot nhw cat
bo.”



T6i &'n lanh s6ng lwng.

“Phong treong hop khan cid’p,” Leslie néi thém. “Chi 1a d€ ciu cam
thd’y an toan hon mot chit. Pay la thir vii khi t&t nhat t& cé th€ nhanh
chong tau dwore ma khong can gid'y phép st dung.”

Gio thi trong cip t6i dang chita con dao gidt trong cdi vd ché tir hdp
kinh ctia me Leslie. Va ca m6t cudn bang dinh ma né€u tin 1o Leslie thi sé
c6 dip dung dén.

Nguwoi lai xe cua gdp mot phat. Xemerius khong kip bam, trwot véo trén
gh€ da ro1 va vao Charlotte. N6 voi vang ['om com bo day.

“Nguroi gi ma thaamg do’ nhw ¢6t nha,” né binh pham va ri canh. N6
ng'di bén canh ngim nghia chj ay. “Bay gid’ chiing ta c6 thém c6 niy deo
bam ca ngay a?”

“U, chdn that,” T6i noi.

“Chén gi co?” Charlotte hoi.

“Chan vi lai lo bwra trra,” Toi1 noi.

“Tai em thoi,” Charlotte dap. “Nhwng ndi that nhé, em cé giam di vai
can cling chéng hai gi. Du sao em ciling phai x0 vira nhirng b vay ma
Madame Rossini dd@ may cho chi.” Chi mim mdi mdt thoang, va cam giac
theong hai chot nha 1€n trong téi. C6 1€ chi 2y thyc sy mong dworc mac
nhtrng bd d6 cua Madame Rossini, nhung sy xua't hién cua t6i da 1am hdng
moi chuyén. T4t nhién khong phai cd y, nhung hdng thi vin hdng.

“Trong ti clia em van con chiéc vdy em mic khi di gidp bd twdc Saint
Germain,” T6i néi. “Néu chj thich thi em dwa cho. Chj ¢é th€ mac né trong
budi tiéc héa trang T4n t&i & nha Cynthia - em cd rang t't cd moi ngudi s&
choang khi nhin thay chi!”

“Chi€c vdy d6 khong phdi cia em,” Charlotte sdng giong. “D¢ 1a tai san
cua Doi Can vé, em chang c6 quyén quyét dinh gi hét. Chd cta né ciing
khong phdi trong tu cia em dau.” Chj ta lai nhin ra ctra kinh.

“Can nhan, can nhin sudt ngdy,” Xemerius bao.

Charlotte khién ngwoi ta khé wa noi, xwa nay déu thé’. Biét ro tw 1au,
nhung tO6i van trc ché& vi khong khi lanh I€o trong xe. Toi ¢d thit thém Tan
nwra. “Chi Charlotte nay...?”



“Chting ta sip dén noi,” Charlotte ngét 1. “Chij rat néng long mudn
biét liéu ching ta c6 gdp ai d6 trong BO Noi vy.” Nét mdt cau ¢6 cua chi ta
dot nhién rang ro hin 1én. “Y chj la ngoai nhirng nguwoi ching ta da biét.
H6i hop qua. Trong nhirtng ngay t&i, & Temple s€ chi nd nikrc toan nhirng
huyén thoai sdng. Nhiéu chinh khach noi ti€ng, nhitng nguoi doat gidi
Nobel va khoa hoc gia danh gid s€ hoi tu trong nhirng gian phong thiéng
liéng nay ma ca thé& gidi khdong hé hay biét. Koppe Jotland s€ t&i, 6i, lai
con ca Jonathan Reeves-Haviland nira... Chj wdc gi dwoc bt tay ong 4Yy.”
So v&i thwong ngay, giong Charlotte thwe sy hao hing.

T6i thi hoan toan ch:flng bi€t chi &y dang n6i dén ai. T61 nhin Xemerius
do hoi, nhung né chi nhin vai 1ic dau. “Sorry, t& chua tirng nghe dén ai
trong dam hé do bao gio’,” N6 béo.

“Nguoi ta lam sao bi€t hét moi chuyén dwoc,” Toi didp voi nu cwoi
dong cam.

Charlotte tho dai. “Khong th€ biét hét, nhwng thinh thodng doc vai to
bdo nghiém tic hodc xem qua tap chi tin tirc d€ cip nhit tinh hinh chinh trj
th&” gidi thi cling chealng hai gi. Pwong nhién 1a Iic d6 cling phai dong nao
mot chut... n€u nhu trong dau c6 ndo.”

T6i da bao roi, chi &y khong dé d€ nguoi ta wa.

Chiéc Limousine dwng lai, Marley xuéng m¢ ctra xe - ctra bén phia
Charlotte - nhw t6i d€' y nhan ra.

“Ngai Giordano dang cho cac ¢6 trong CO yén phong,” Marley néi. T6i
c6 cam gidc cd ging 18m anh ta m&i khong thdt ra: Thuea ngai! “Toi sé dua
cac c0 1én do.”

“T6i biét dwong r'6i,” Charlotte ndi va quay veé phia t6i. “Di thoi!”

“Hinh nhw cu c6 vé gi d6 khién ngwoi ta chi mudn ra 1énh cho ciu,”
Xemerius ndi. “Cé can t& di cung khéng?”

“C6 chr,” tdi néi va di vao nhirng 167 hep. “Cé ciu & bén t& yén tim
hon.”

“Cau mua ché cho t& nhé?”

“Khong!”

“Nhung cdu thich to, dding khong? Té nghi to phai thwong xuyén to ra

',’

ban ron!



“Hodc c6 ich,” To6i nghi t&i loi Leslie. Xemerius co thé tré thanh tror
thii dic lwe ciia cdu. Ping ddy. My ai c6 dwoc mdt ngudi ban biét di
xuyén twong?

“Nhanh chan 1én,” Charlotte goi. Chj ta va Marley di canh nhau, truedc
bon t6i vai mét. Mai gior toi m&i nhan thdy trong ho gidéng nhau téi mirc
nao.

“Da vang, thra c6 Rottenmeier,” to1 dap.



Meet the time as it seeks us.
(Don thoi cudc khi no tim toi chiing ta)
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARS (Bi kich Cymbeline)



CHUONG 5

Ché't lai: T6i ¢6 mo cling khong hinh dung ndi gio hoc véi Charlotte va
Giordano lai kinh khing dén thé&. Nguwoi ta ¢d nh'di moi thi vao dau toi
cung mot luc: Trong khi t61 (yéu ki€u trong chi€c vay I'ong khung mau anh
dao ké soc, cwc ky hop voi do so mi d6ng phuc mau bdt khoai tdy) mai
chi&€n da'u v&i nhirng bwde nhdy ctia diéu Menuett, t6i dong thoi phai hi€u
dwoc nhirng nét khac biét vé quan dieém chinh tri cia phe Whigs va Tories.
Toi con phai hoc cach cam quat, phan bi€t cac xung ho “Tau bé ha”, “Thwa
dién ha” va “Bam dai nhan”. Chi sau mét ti€ng dong h'0 voi mwoi bay
cach m& quat khac nhau, dau t6i da dau nhw bida bo va khong con phan biét
nGi dau 1a trai dau 14 phai. Cau néi dua nhim thay d&i khong khi ca toi:
“Chting ta nghi mot chit dwore khong, chdu da hoan toan ha bg!” khong hé
dwoee tan thwdng.

“Chﬁng bu'én cwoi gi cad,” Giordano néi giong miii. “D'6 ng6c.”

C0 yén phong & fang trét ra't rong, c6 nhirng 6 ctra sO cao hwdng ra san.
Ngoai cdy dwong cdm canh va vai chi€c ghé&” deng doc twong, trong phong
khong con d6 dac gi khac. Vi thé” Xemerius lai dung dwa treo nguoc trén
chi€’c den chum nhwr moi khi, canh khép gon gang sau lwng.

Giordano ty gidi thiéu: “Giordano, chi Giordano thoi. Tié€n si st hoc,
thi€t k& thoi trang danh ti€ng, thdy luyén khi cong, nha thié€t k& trang strc
sang tao, bién dao ndi ti€ng, mon sinh tam pham, chuyén gia vé th& ky 18
va19.”

“Qi troi da't of,” Xemerius thd't 1én. “C6 nguwdi bj &m dau ti bé kia.”

T6i chi c6 th€ im ldng d6ng tinh v&i nd. Lao Giordano, a nham, chi
Giordano, quéa giong mady ngwoi ban hang dién khing trén kénh dat hang
qua mang. Giong mady ngwoi &y nghe nhw bi cdp quan do kep mili va chd
phdc cin vao chan dwdi gam ban. T6i chi chd’ 1o chu mdi (bom chich?) ra
cwoi va néi: “Va bay gior, thwa quy vi khan gia thin mén, ching ta sé dén



voi nhan hiéu Brigitte. Pay 1a chiéc binh lwu thiy hang nhat, mét 6c dao
hanh phic chi v&i gid him bay bang, ré nhw cho khong. Nhao vd mua thoi,
thwa quy vi, ban than toi cling c6 t&i hai chi€c ¢ nha...”

Nhung thay vao dé, 1ao néi, khong hé mim cwoi: “Charlotte yéu quy
clia ta, xin chao, xin chao!” r6i hon chut vao hai bén trai, phai canh tai
Charlotte. “Ta da nghe k€& lai va van khong sao tin noi! Thé 13 udng phi bao
nhiéu ndm miét mai luyén tip, bao nhiéu tai nang! Ping la kéu troi khong
thau, that la tai ti€ng, bat cong dén thé€ la cung... N6 day phai khong?
Ngwoi dong thé’ chau?” Trong khi nhin t6i tv ddu xu6ng chén, miéng lao
cong v€u. Toi khong theé khong kinh ngac nhin lai. Lao ¢6 ki€u téc giong
bdo ky di dwgre d6 bé tong trén dAu bang keo vudt va keo xit. Nhitng duong
rAu den mdng ngoan ngoeo nira mit dwdi nhu nhitng dong song trén ban
d'6. Doi 16ng may cit tia can than va dwoc td thém bang biit da den. N&u tdi
khong nham thi mi ldo con thoa phan.

“Va dén t61 ngay kia nd phai nhuan nhuyén hoa minh vao da y&n clia
nim 1728?” Lio néi. “N6” chic 1a 4m chi to6i. Con “da y&n” hin 1a cdi
khac. Nhung 1a céi gi.

“Nay, nay, t& nghi l1a cdi 1a0 mdi banh cudén vitra si nhuc ciu day,”
Xemerius n6i. “Né&u ciu céin tim ciu chii tuc nao d€ d6p lai thi cir bao: T
san sang nhic vé.”

“M06i1 banh cu6n”, cdi tén ding la khong té.

“Da y&n 1a mdt dang tiéc t6i chan ngit,” Xemerius néi tiép. “Phong
treong hop cdu chua bié€t. Nguwoi ta ng'6i lai sau khi an tdi, thay nhau choi
thr gi d6 trén dan dwong cam va cd khong nga gat.”

“A, cdm on nhé!” t6i néi.

“Chdu van chwa th€ tin dwge 1a ho thye sy mudn mao hi€m chuyén
ndy,” Charlotte vit 40 choang 1én gh¢&’. “P& Gwendolyn gip g& moi ngudi
12 viéc di ngwoe lai hoan toan v&i nguyén tic gitr hanh tung bi mat. Chi can
nhin né 1a ngwoi ta da cé the' tha'y ngay c6 gi d6 khong on.”

“Pung th¢’, ta cling nghi hét thé!” Moi bdnh cudén kéu lén. “Nhwng ba
twdrc 1u nay van ndi tié€ng Ve tinh khi dic biét tha't thwong.”

Charlotte 1at qua cudn vo d€ trén cidy dwong cam. “N6 phai dong vai
ngwoi degc ti twde Betten bao trg? Con Gideon 1a con trai 6ng &y? Nhw
thé&” khéng qua mao hi€m sao? Ngd nho ¢ ai & d6 cling quen ti twdc va gia



dinh cua 6ng ay? Sao ho khong chon mdt t& twdc tha phwong nguoi
Phap?”

Giordano thé dai. “Thé ciing khong dwoe vi nd khong thao ti€ng Phap.
C6 1€ ba twdc mudn thi thiach ching ta. Ching ta phai chirng minh cho
ngai thad’y ching ta c¢6 thé bi€n con bé thanh mot ti€u thw cta thé ky 18.
Ching ta budc phdi th&!” Lao gio tay 1én troi.

“Chau nghi néu ngwoi ta lam dwoe diéu nay véi Keira Knightly thi
cling lam dwgc v&i chau,” Toi ty tin néi. Keira Knightly hin 1a ¢o gai hién
dai nha't thé” gidi. Nhung trong c6 'y van tuyét voi trong cac phim cd trang,
tham chi ca khi doi nhirng bd toc gia dién r'6 nhat.

“Keira Knightly?” Hai hang 16ng may den nhwdng 1én gan cham chan
toc gid. “Trén phim thi dwoc, nhung chfmg can dén muoi phit & thé ky 18,
Keira Knightly nhat dinh bj 14t tay. Chi riéng cdi ki€u cwoi nhe rang, cwoi
ngtra dau ra sau va cwoi ngoac mom ra la da! Chging ¢6 nguoi phu nir nao
& th&’ ky 18 lai lam thé& ca!”

“Ong 1am sao biét chinh xdc th&"” T6i néi.

“Cai g1?”

“Chau bao la chinh xac th& thi...”

Mo6i bdnh cuén nhin toi ndy Itka. “Ching ta can 1ap tirc dit ra nguyén tic
d4u tién, chinh la: Khoéng dwgc phép nghi ngo’ nhirng gi s phu néi.”

“Th€& ai la sw phu - a, chau hi€u roi, ong,” To6i hoi dd mat, con
Xemerius bit dau bat cuoi ha ha. “Vang. Khong dwoc cwdi hé ring. Chau
nh& roi.” Chuyén nay dé ot. Ciing khé ma tim ra 1y do d€ cwoi trong céi da
y&n chét tiét do.

Sw phu Moi bdnh cuén hai 1ong ha 16ng may xudng, va vi khong nghe
duoc tiéng Xemerius rd: “D6 dién!” tir trén tran nha, 130 bit dau v&i nhiém
vu truy bai budn tham. Ldo mu6n bié€t kién thirc cua t6i vé chinh tri, van
hoc, phong tuc va tdp quan ciia nam 1782, va nhirng ciu tra 1o cia toi
(““Chéu chi bi€t h'di d6 chira co nhirng gi - vi du nhw chwa ¢é xa bon cau ty
dong va quyén bau ctt cho phu nt”’) khi€n 130 tuyét vong Gp mait vao tay
vai giay.

“T& sip cudi vai ddi & trén nay,” Xemerius néi, va khd thay, tAm trang
d6 ciing dan dan ldy qua toi. Phai c& ging 1dm t6i m&i ghim dwoc nhitng
trdn cwoi dang tir bung chen nhau d'on 1én.



Charlotte diu dang néi: “Chau twdng ho da bdo tredc vE viéc nd tuyét
doi khong dwoe chuan bi chiit nao, thwa sw phu.”

“Nhwng ma ta... it ra thi nhitng ki€n th co’ ban...” Grong mat sw phu
16 ra sau d6i ban tay. T6i khong dam nhin. Lo 16p son phan trang di€m kia
nhoe di thi tdi cwoi ndn rudt ra mat.

“Thé&” con nang khi€u am nhac ctia ¢6? Dwong cam? Thanh nhac? Thu
cam? Con khiéu vii giao ti&p? Piéu Menuett a deux don gian chic 13 cd
bi€t, nhwng con nhirng diéu nhdy khac?”

Thu cam? Menuett a deux? Ha ha! Gio thi t6i khong con kiém ché&
dwoc ntra va cwoi rd 1én.

“Hay qua4, it ra thi & day cling c6 mot ngwoi vui,” Moi bdnh cudén sieng
so’ thot 1én. Day hin 1a ldc 130 quy€t dinh sé hanh t6i cho t&i khi t6i khdng
cwoi noi nira madi thoi.

Va khong phéi dgi 1au. Chi mwoi 1am phiit sau, tdi da nhan ra minh la
ké ngu si va v6 dung nha't trén doi, mac cho Xemerius cd hét stec dong vién
tw trén tran nha. “Cd 1én, Gwendolyn, hay chirng td tai nang ctia ciu cho
hai ké bao hanh kia biét!”

To6i con mudn lam gi hon th€’, chi ti€c 1a tdi khong c6 tai nang nao.
“Tour de Mam, tay trai, d6 ngéc, nhung quay sang phai, Cornwallis dau
hang, huan twé'c North thoai vi nam 1782, v&i hdu qua 1a... quay sang phai
- khong, sang phai! Oi troi dit oi! Charlotte, 1am on chi lai cho né Tan
nwa!”

Va Charlotte chi lai cho tdi. Phai cong nhan chi &y nhay ra't dep, trong
d& nhw in keo.

Va thyc ra cling dé thoi. Nguwoi ta chi can tién 1én, lhi xudng, xoay
vong, lién tuc mim cwoi nhung khong dwoc de’ 1o rang. Ti€ng nhac vong ra
tu’ ma’y cdi loa an trong tu’O’ng op gd, va tdi budc phai cong nhan day khong
hin 12 thi nhac khi€n nguwoi ta vira nghe da giam giat chan cang

Co6 th€ t6i da nho dwoee trinh ty nhitng budc nhdy néu Méi bdanh cudn
ngung 1ai nhdi bén tai. “Tw ndm 1779 van chién tranh v&i TAy Ban Nha..
con bay gio’ 1a xoay vong, lam on di, ching ta con phai twdng twong ra
nguwoi thi tw, roi nhin chan di, ding thé’, lam on duyén dang hon mét chiit.
Lai tir #4u ndo, ding quén mim cwdi, ngadng dau 1én, ning cam 1én, Anh
vira ma't thudc dja Bic My, 6i troi dat o, khdng, sang bén phdi co' ma, tay



cao ngang nguc va dudi thing ra, d6 12 mot don trovi gidng va ngwdi ta ghét
Phép d€ duoc coi la ¢ tinh than yéu nuwdc... Pung nhin xuéng chén, trong
b0 trang phuc kia thi ¢6 nhin cling khong thady gi dau.”

Charlotte chi nhdm vao nhitng cAu hdi dot nhién ra't ky quic (“Ai 1a vua
xtr Burundi nim 17827?”) va lién tuc lic dau ngan ngidm, khién toi cang
thém cudng.

Sau mot ti€ng dong ho thi Xemerius chan hin. N6 roi khoi cdi den
chim, vay tay chao t6i roi biéh ma't qua birc twong. To6i dinh giao cho né
nhiém vu di tim Gideon nhuwng khdng can nira. Sau mwoi lam phit tra tin
bang Menuett ti€p theo, Gideon va dng George buwdc vao C§ yén phong,
vira kip d€ ching kié€n canh t6i, Charlotte, Méi bdnh cuén va ban nhay
tedng twong thir tw dang nhady mot dong tac ma moi bdnh cudén goi la “le
chain”. Toi dang phdi chia tay ra cho ngwoi ban nhay vo hinh. Khé'n ndi toi
dwa sai tay.

“Tay phai, vai phai, tay trdi, vai trdi,” Moi bdnh cuén kéu 1én gian du.
“Khé dén thé” sao? Nhin Charlotte 1am kia kia, nhw thé” goi 1a hoan hao!”

Chi Charlotte hoan hdo van ti€p tuc nhdy, du biét c¢6 khéch twr 1au. Con
toi thi ding lai va nhuc nha chi mu6n chui tot xudng dat.

“0,” Charlotte 1am nhw bay gio m&i trong tha'y Gideon va dng George.
Chij cti minh nhin chan duyén dang. Gio thi t6i bi€t d6 la ki€u nhin goi
ma ngudi ta thudng lam ldc bat dau va két thdc, doi khi 1a gitra diéu
Menuett. L€ ra trong né phai rd't nwc cwoi, nhat 1a khi Charlotte van dong
phuc hoc sinh, nhung vi Iy do nao d6 ma lai c6 vé... dé thwong.

To6i thi cam tha’y t€ hai gdp d6i. Thir nha't 1a vi d6ng vdy nhw cai nom
pha soc tring dé dwoc ghép véi 4o so' mi ddng phuc (trong tdi nhw cdi chép
nhya nguoi ta hay dung d€ ngan cong trinh xay dung trén dwong), thir hai
vi Moi banh cuén ludn mié€ng than van ve toi.

“... khong bi€t dau la trai, dau la phdi... Vung vé c6 chudi... kho dao
tao... mao hi€m vo clung... d6 ngdc... lam sao bi€n vit thanh thién nga...
du thé& nao con bé ciing khong thé’ tham dy da tiéc ma khong gay tai hoa...
ctr nhin né ma xem!”

Ong George nhin t6i, Gideon ciing thé&, va mit t6i néng bing. Dong
thoi t0i cdm thi’y con phin nd dang I1én. Qua du roi! Toi thdo voi cdi vdy
1an khung st ma Méi bdnh cudn d quan quanh hong toi, roi cii: “Chau



khong hi€u sao chau lai phai ban chuyén chinh tri & thé€'ky 18. Thoi hién tai
chdu con khong quan tdm nwa la... Chau khong biét ti gi vé chuyén nay!
Thi da sao? N&u c6 ai hdi chdu vé cong twde gi gi ddy thi chau chi bao 1a
chau khong hé quan tdm dén chinh tri. Va n€u co ai nﬁng nac doi nhay di€u
Menuett v&i chdu - ma chau nghi chglng c6 ma nao dau, b&i vi chau khong
quen ai & th&"ky thir 18 - thi chau s€ bao, rd't han hanh, nhwng xin cam on,
chan tdi bi treo. Chau ciing c6 the néi thé’ ma khdng can phai nhe rang.”

“Gio thi moi nguwoi hi€u y tdi mudn ndi gi réi chw?” Moi bdanh cudn lai
van veo ban tay. C6 vé nhw mot théi quen. “Tham chi con khdng ¢6 ti quyét
tAm nao, lai con thi€u hi€u bi€t va thi€u nang khi€u tram trong trén moi
linh vic. R6i n6 con cwoi rit nhw dira tré 1én nam khi nghe dén huan twdc
Sandwich.”

O didng rd6i, hun twdc Sandwich. Khong the twdng twong duwoc lai cd
ngwoi tén nhw the. Khd than 6ng ta.

“Chic chin con bé s&...” Ong George vira m& miéng da bj Méi bdnh
cudn ngdt 16i. “Ngwoe hin véi Charlotte, con bé nay khong hé c6 ...
espiegleriel® nao!”

Hy! Khong c¢an biét d6 la thi gi, nhwng néu Charlotte ¢6 né thi tdi xin
ki€u.

Charlotte tit nhac va ngdi xudng bén cdy dwong cim, duyén ddang mim
cwdi nhin Gideon. Hin mim cwdi ddp lai.

Con t6i thi hin chi nhin duy nha't mot I4n, nhuwng day 4n ¥, mot thi 4n y
khong lanh. C6 1& hin cdm thay xau hd vi phai & cling phong v&i dira dn
hai nhu t6i. Va bdi hin cang y thitc dwore ban than minh ngdi ngdi ra sao
trong chi€c quan bo bac ph€ch va 4o phong den bo sat. Khong ro vi sao
nhwng t6i cang dién ti€t hon. Thi€u chit nwra thi t6i da nghién rang ken ket.

Ong George lo 1dng hét nhin t6i lai quay sang Moi bdnh cudn. R'6i ong
&y nhin tran néi: “Ong s& 1am dwoc ma, Giordano. Ong c6é Charlotte 1am
tro ly lanh ngh€ r'éi con gi. Hon ntra, ching ta cling con vai ngay.”

“Tham chi vai tuan cling v6 ich! Khéng bao gior ¢6 du thoi gian d€
chuan bi cho né tham dy vii hoi dau,” Méi bdanh cuén noéi. “Da tiéc thi may
ra con kha di, trong pham vi nhd. Nhwng vii h6i voi sy hién dién cha vor
chong cong twdc - khong thé€ nao. Téi chi cé th€ doan 1a ba twdc néi dua
cho vui.”



Anh mét 6ng George tr& nén lanh ling. “Chéc chin 13 khéng,” Ong néi.
“Va chic chin ong ciing khong c¢6 quyén nghi ngo nhitng quyét dinh ciia
ba twdc. Gwendolyn sé€ lam dwore, phai khdong, Gwendolyn?”

Toi khong néi gi. Long twy trong cua toi da bi cha dap qué nhi€u trong
hai ti€ng dong h'd qua. N&u chi can khdng gay an twong kho chiu thi tat
nhién t6i lam dworc. T6i sé chi ddng ra mot x6 va nha nhan phe phay quat.
Hodc t6t hon hét 1a khdng phe phay, 16 dau diéu dé lai c6 y nghia gi. Toi s€
chi ding d6 va cwoi khéng hé rang. Ta't nhién voi diéu kién khong ai toi
lam phién hay hdi han gi vé cong twdc xr Stafford hodc tham chi moi toi ra
san.

Charlotte bit dau khé choi dwong cam. Chij choi mot giai diéu ngén rat
dang yéu theo ding phong cdach nhac khiéu vii ban nay. Gideon bwdc tdi
canh Charlotte. Chi ngudc 1én nhin hén, néi diéu gi dé ma to6i khong hicu
noi vi Moi bdnh cudn the dai at di.

“Chung t6i da thi theo cach thong thwong d€ day né vai budc co ban
cta diéu Menuett, nhwng e la chdng ta phai diing t&i phwong phap khac!”

To6i thd thye rat ngeong mo tai nang cia Charlotte. Chi &y ¢6 thé vira
trd chuyén, vira nhin vao méit Gideon, vira khoe ddi ma lim d6ng tién yéu
kiéu va lai con choi dwong cam.

Moi bdnh cudn van ti€p tuc ca thdn “... dung hinh minh hoa hodc vé
phan trén nén nha thi may ra con c6 tac dung, n€u thé” thi ching ta...”

“Mai con bé s& hoc ti€p,” Ong George ngét 15i. “Gio Gwendolyn phai
phan nhanh h'6i khir. Ta di cht, Gwendolyn?”

To6i gat ddu nhe nhom, vé voi cdp va do khodc. Thé 1a thoat ng. Sw
chdn nan ngay 14p tirc nhirong chd cho nhitng h'di hop chd mong. Néu moi
chuyén thuén loi thi h6m nay t6i s€ phan nhanh h'6i kh vé sau thoi di€m
ong chdu to6i gip nhau. T6i sé tim dwoc chia khoa va mat khau trong chd
gid’'u bi mat.

“Pa dng x4ch cho.” Ong George ¢am 14y chiéc cip va mim cwdi dong
vién toi. “Chi bon ti€ng ntra la chau dwoc vé nha. Hom nay trong chau do
mét hon hom qua nhiéu. Ching ta s€ chon cho chau mdt nam thanh binh,
1953, dwoc khdong? Gideon néi phong gitr may dong h'd ¢ thoi di€m doé ra't
thodi mai. Tham chi c6 ca sofa.”



“1953 thi tuyét,” To6i c¢d gidng khong td ra qua mung ré. Nim nim sau
cudc gap dau tién v&i ong Lucas! Hin 1a dén ldc do, ong da tim hieu dwoc
mot s& chuyén.

“A, con chau, Charlotte: ba Jenkins da goi xe cho chdu, hdm nay chéiu
xong vi€c roi.”

Charlotte ngung choi. “Vang, thua 6ng George,” Chi 1& phép ddp roi
nghiéng dau nhin Gideon mim cwoi: “Anh cling xong r'0i chw?”

Gi da’y? Chj &y dinh ra hin di xem phim? T6i nin thé cho doi.

Nhung Gideon 14c dau. “Khong. T6i sé ho tdng Gwendolyn.”

Tdi va Charlotte chéic chin déu kinh ngac nhuw nhau.

“Khéng can dau,” Ong George néi. “Chdu da vuwot qua dinh mirc caa
hOom nay.”

“Trong anh mét 1dm,” Charlotte néi. “Ciing chglng cO gi la. Anh nén tan
dung thoi gian d€ nga thi hon.”

Chuyén nay thi t6i dong tinh. N&u Gideon di cung, lam sao t6i c¢6 th€
tim chia khéa trong chd gid'u va di gdp ong dworc.

“Khong c6 t61, Gwendolyn s€ ngdi bon ti€ng dong h'd vo6 nghia trong
can ham ay,” Gideon néi. “Né&u t6i di cung, cé th€ cd Ay s€ hoc dwoe thém
diéu gi d6.” Han khé mim cuwdi néi thém: “Vi du nhu cdch phan biét trai,
phai. Chgng 1€ khong hoc noi diéu Menuett.”

Cai gi? Lay Chua t61! Lai hoc khi€u vi!

“Ton cong vo ich thoi,” Moi banh cuén noi.

“T6i con ban lam bai,” T6i cau c6 hét co. “Mai t6i con phai nop bai
luan vé Shakespeare.”

“T6i cling c6 th€ gidp em bai d6,” Gideon nhin t6i dap. T6i khong dinh
nghia dwoc 4nh mat hin. P&i v&i ngudi la, trong hén cé vé ngiy tho,
nhwng to1 thi qua 0.

Tuy vAn mim cwoi nhung lic nay d6i ma lim dang yéu caa Charlotte da
lan ma't.

Ong George nhin vai. “Ciing dwoc. Thé' thi Gwendolyn d& phai & mot
minh va khong can s¢ hai.”

“Nhung thinh thodng chdu vAn mudn dwgc mot minh,” To6i tuyét vong
n6i. “Pic biét 1a khi cd ngdy chdu & gitta dém dong, nhw hom nay ching



han.” Gitra ddm dong chét tiét.

“Thé& a?” Charlotte mia mai héi. “Cé bao gio em & modt minh dau, ldc
nao em cha c6 nhirng ngwoi ban vo hinh, ding khong?”

“Chinh xac,” Toi dap. “Gideon, anh chi 1am phién t6i thoi.”

Di xem phim voi Charlotte di. Hodc thanh ldp mot cdu lac bé sdch ciing
dweoc!

T61 nght vay. Nhung c6 that 1a t61 ciing mudn thé”? Mot mat, to1 can gap
ong gdp de’hoi ve ky si xanh, xem 6ng c6 tim ra duoc gi khong. Mit khéc,
nhirng h'di e 10 mo’ cia i, hiem va nita di! cia hom triedee lai hién ve.

Chét tiét! Toi cén tra tinh lai va nghi toi ta't cd nhirng gi khién t6i ghét
cay ghét ding Gideon.

Nhung hén khong d€ cho tdi ¢ thdi gian 1am thé. Hin mé sin ctra doi
toi va ong George. “DPi nao, Gwendolyn! V& nam 1953!”

Tdi ddm c4 12 néu dwoe thi 4nh mét ctia Charlotte da do't thing lung toi
roi.

Trén dwong d&n phong Gia kim thuat, ong George bit mét tdi - khong quén
xin 18i trwde - roi thd dai ndm 147y tay toi. Gideon phai vac cip.

“Ta biét Giordano khong don gian,” Ong George néi khi da xudng dén
cudi ciu thang xodn &¢c. “Nhung du vdy, chdu ctt chiu khé thém mdt chit
voi Ong dy.”

T6i hit that to. “Ong &y nén chju khé thém mat chiit véi chau thi c6! Sw
phu luyén khi cong, nha thi€t k& trang strc, nha tao mau... 6ng ta & trong
Dboi Can vé lam gi? Chau twdng ta't cd déu la cac nha khoa hoc va chinh tri
gia lrng danh.”

“Giordano diing 1a mdt con tdc k& hoa trong Poi Can vé,” Ong George
dong tinh. “Nhwng 6ng &y ¢ mot tri 6¢ thong thdi. Ngoai nhirng... nghé
nghiép ky khoi da gidp O6ng &y thanh ti phd, thi Giordano con 1a mdt nha st
hoc danh ti€ng va...”

“... Va chdm nhat 1a t ndm nam tr& lai day, khi ong &y xud't ban bai
ludn vé nhirng ngudn chwa hé€ dwoc bi€t vé mdt hoi kin cua London, lién
quan dén h6i Tam Di€m va ba twdc Saint Germain huyén thoai, thi i Can



vé quyét dinh phdi tim hi€u 6ng &y ky hon,” Ti€ng Gideon & phia truoc.
Giong hén véng lai ttr nhitng birc twong da.

Ong George ding hing. “A, tr, ciing vi the' nita. Cah than bic thang.”

“Chau hi€u r'6i,” Toi néi. “Vi voi tw cach 1a thanh vién cia Doi Can vé,
Giodano s€ khong th€ di mach 1éo. Nhirng nguon chwa dwgc bi€t 1a nguon
nao a?”’

“M®i thanh vién déu gép sirc gitip hoi In manh,” Ong George lang ciu
héi cua t6i. “Ma tai nang cua Giordano lai ra't phong phd.”

“Khong ai nghi ngor,” Toéi néi. “Cé ngwoi dan 6ng nao lai ty dan hat
cwom 1én méng tay dau?”’ Ong George ho 1én nhw bj sic. Hai éng chdu im
lang di canh nhau h'6i l1au. Khong con nghe tha’y ca ti€ng chan Gideon, toi
dodn 13 hin di di trudc mot quing (do mét toi bi bit kin nén ching tdi di
cham nhw sén). R6i tdi thu hét can dam va kh€ héi 6ng George: “Cu thé vi
sao chdu lai phai t&i dy da yén va vii hoi, 6ng George?”

“Q, khong ai néi cho chau biét sao? T&i qua - ding hon 1a dém qua -
Gideon ¢0 t&i chd b twde d€ gidi thich vé cudc... phiéu lru mao hi€m géin
day cua cdc chdu. Ciu &y dem vé mot 14 thw cua ba twde. Trong d6 ngai
bay td nguyén vong mudn dwgrc chau va Gideon thap tung t&i da tiéc cua
quy ba Brompton va t&i dai vi hdi ma’y ngay sau d6. Ngoai ra ngai con
dinh t&i tham Temple vao mot budi chiéu. Muc dich moi cong viéc &y 1a d€
lam quen chdu ky hon.”

Toi nghi d&n Ian dau gdp ba twde va lanh cd sdng lung. “Chau hieu
viéc 6ng &y mudn lam quen chau ky hon. Nhung, sao 6ng ay lai mudn
chdu xudt hién gitra nhirng ngwoi la mét? Pay cé phai 1a mét dang thw
thach khong?”

“Piéu nay cang ching td rang khong nén gat chdu ra khdi chuyén nay.
N6i that 1a ta ra’t vui mung khi nhan 14 thw. N6 cho thd’y ba twdce tin twdng
chdu hon nhiéu so v&i mot vai can vé, von cho ring chau chi 12 ngwdi déng
vai phu.”

“Va la ké phan boi,” Toi nghi t&i bac si White.

“Hodc la ké phan boi,” Ong George néi ludn. “Cé nhiéu y kién trai
ngurroc nhau. Pén noi r6i. Chdu c6 the cdi khin bit mét.”

Gideon di doi sin. Mot Man nira toi cd” thoat hdn. Toi bdo chi ¢6 cach
doc that to, t6i m&i hoc thudc dwore ban sonnet ciia Shakespeare, nhwng hén



chi nhiin vai. H&n bdo hin dem iPod theo va s& chang nghe thay tdi. Ong
George 18y mdy dong h'o ra khdi két sét va ciin din bon t6i khong dwoc d€
lai ba't ctr thi gi. “Du chi m6t mau gid'u nho nhat, nghe chwra Gwendolyn?
Chau dem theo ta't ca cac thir trong cap vé day, dwong nhién 1a ca cai cap.
RO chwa?”

To6i gat dau, 187y cdp tw tay Gideon va 6m chit 18y né. R'6i t6i gio’ tay ra
cho 6ng George. L'an nay la ngén ut - ngén cdi da bi kim dam gan nat. “The’
10’ ¢6 ai vao phong khi bon chau c¢6 mat & d6?”

“Khong c6 ai dau,” Gideon dam bao. “Bay gio’ & d6 dang la nira dém.”

“Thé thi sao? Bi€t ddu van c6 ngwoi ndy ra y gip g& bi hi€ém trong
ham?”

“Bi mat,” Gideon bao, “thi da sao?”

“Cai gi?”

“Chdu dung lo,” 6ng George an ngén tay tdi vao cdi nip da mé trong
mdy dong h'd. Toi cdn chit moi khi cdm gidc chodng vang quen thudc lan
tda trong da va mii kim xuyén thealng vao thit. Can phong ryc sang mau
h'dong ngoc roi to1 ha canh xudng bong t61 mit mung.

“C6 ai d6 khong?” Toi hoi khé, nhwng khong ai ddp 1oi. Mot gidy sau,
Gideon dap xudng bén canh va bat den pin lén ngay.

“Em tha’y khong, & diy cling d& chju d&’y chit,” Hin ti&n ra phia ctra bat
den. Trén tran nha van chi c6 mdi mot béng den tran tryui, nhung so v&i I4n
triedre 01 d€n, phin con lai trong phong da kha hon nhi€u. Téi nhin 1én birc
twrong ma 6ng Lucas dinh bd' tri chd gidu bi mat d4u tién, van 1a chdng gh&’
chat cao, nhung bay gio trdng gon gang hon. So v&i Ian trede, trong phong
khong con voi vira troc 1&, khé sach va dic biét do° trong trai. Ngoai ch'ong
ghé” tredc teong thi con ¢6 mot cdi ban va chi€c sofa boc vai nhung xanh
da son.

“U, ding 1a so v&i Tan truede tdi dén thi dé chiu hon that. Sudt budi toi
chi s¢’ ¢6 con chudt bo ra gam chan.”

Gideon &n khé ndm ctra. RS rang bi khéa.

“Chi ¢6 mot Tan ctta mé,” Han mim cwoi. “Hom dé ding 13 mot budi
tdi thd vi. Tt chd nay ¢6 161 di bi mat dan t&i tAn dwdi tru sé BO Tw phdp.
Va con xudng sau ntra, c6 mot ham md day dau lau, xwong xau... Cach
day khong xa, vao thoi di€m 1953, ¢c6 mot ham rwgu vang.”



“Gia ma c6 chia khéa nhi.” T6i lai 1i€c nhin birc twong. Chi€c chia khéa
ndm dau d6 sau mot vién gach ké ho. Toi thé dai. Tide 1a gid né ching
gidp gi duoc téi. Nhung ciing that thd vi vi hi&m hoi 1dm m&i c6 dip nim
gitr mot bi mat ma Gideon khong hay biét. “Bwa d6 anh da udng reou?”

“Y em la sao?” Gideon 14y mot chiéc ghé” dit trede ban. “Nay, ctia em
da’y. Lam bai vui nhé.”

“Vang, cam on.” Toi ngdi xuéng, 16i sach vo ra khdi ciap va lam nhw
hoan toan nhap tim vio sich vé. Trong khi d6 Gideon nim dai trén sofa,
18y iPod trong tdi quan ra va nhét tai nghe. Hai phit sau, t6i thi li€c nhin
thi th&'y hin da nhfm mét. Hén thiép di ching? Thuc ra ching c6 gi la, néu
nghi d&n viéc hin di di sust dém qua.

Toi d& tim quan sat hin h'6i 1au. So6ng mili th:fmg, da tring xanh, mdi
mém mai, hang mi day cong vit. Trong didng vé lic binh than nay, trong
hin tré hon binh thwong. Pot nhién toi c6 thé hinh dung ra hin h'6i bé.
Chéc chén 1a ra't d& thwong. Nguc hin nhap nhd déu din. To6i can nhic
xem ¢6 nén 1iéu mot phen - khong dwoe, nhw thé” qua mao hieém. N&u con
mudn gitr kin bi mat gitra t6i v&i 6ng Lucas, tham chi t6i con khong nén
nhin 1én twong ntra.

Vi chéng con lyra chon ndo, lai khong thé ngim Gideon ngt sudt bon
ti€ng (mdc du viéc d6 khd ha'p din), cudi cing tdi cling tap trung lam bai.
Trude hét 1a phian khodng san & Kavkaz, sau d6 dén nhirng dong twr bat
quy téc ti€hg Phdp. Bai luan vé cudc doi va sy nghiép ctia Shakespeare chi
con thi€u doan k€t. T61 manh tay tom lai trong mot cau duy nhd't: Nam ndm
cudi doi, Shakespeare song tai Stratford-upon-Avon, noi éng qua doi nam
1616. R6i, xong. Gio ti chi con phai hoc thudc l1ong mot ban sonnet. Va vi
chung d€u dai ngang nhau nén t61 chon dai mot bai. “Mine eye and heart
are at a mortal war, how to divide the conquest of thy sight!”l” Téi 14m
bam.

“Y em néi t6i?” Gideon ng'di nhdm day va g& tai nghe ra.

Toi khong thé€ khdong do6 mit. “Tho Shakespeare,” Toi ndi.

Gideon mim cwoi. “Mine eye my heart thy picture’s sight would bar,
my heart mine eye the freedom of that right'®). .. hay c4i gi d6 twong ty.”

“Khong, chinh xdac y nhw the’,” To61 gap sach lai.
“Em da thuoc dau,” Gideon bao.



“Du sao thi d&n mai t61 s€ lai quén thoi. Tt nha't la t61 s€ hoc thudc nod
sang mai trwdc khi t&i treong. Thé thi may ra t6i con nhd dwoe nd dén tiét
Anh van cta thady Whitman.”

“Thé cang tdt! Vay gio’ ching ta cé th€ tdp diéu Menuet.” Gideon ding
day. “It nha't thi & ddy ciing dd chd.”

“Qi khong! Théi ding!”

Nhung Gideon da cdi nguoi xudng. “Cho phép t6i moi nang nhdy diéu
nay, thwa ti€u thue Shepherd?”’

“To1 that khong mong gi hon, thwa quy ong,” Toi thudn tinh va phe
phay quat bang cudn Shakespeare. “Nhuwng dang tiéc chan tdi bj treo mat
roi. Ngai c¢6 th€ moi chi ho clia tdi & ding kia. Ti€u thw vdy xanh.” Tdi chi
vao chiéc sofa. “Chi &y sin sang th€ hién kha ning khiéu vii ctia minh v&i
ngai.”

“Nhung td6i mudn khiéu vii voi ti€u thu, chi Charlotte cda ti€u thw khiéu
vil ra sao thi toi da biét tw 1au.”

“Y tdi mudn néi chj Sofa, chit khong phai Charlotte,” T6i néi. “T6i dam
bdo v&i anh... a... V&i quy ong ring chi &y sé khién ngai vui hon nhiéu so
voi Charlotte. C6 th€ trong chi Sofa khong dwgc my miéu nhung chi &y
mém mai hon, duyén dang hon, va tinh tinh cting hay hon nhiéu.”

Gideon bat croi. “Nhw da ndi, téi chi quan tim dé€n minh ti€u thw. Xin
ti€u thw ha cd.”

“Nhwng mdt trang nam t&¢ nhw quy Ong hin c6 the thong cam cho cai
chan treo cua to1?”

“Pang ti€c 1a khong.” Gideon 18y cdi iPod ra khoi tdi. “Pgi chit, dan
nhac da sin sang.” Hin deo tai nghe cho tdi r'oi kéo tdi dirng 1én.

“(A), tot qud, Linkin Park,” Nhip tim t6i tdng vot vi Gideon dot nhién
ding sat.

“C4i gi? Xin 138i. Poi chiit, xong ngay.” Ngén tay clia hin lwdt trén man
hinh hién thi. “Pay r6i, Mozart, ban nay hop.” Héin duwa iPod cho tdi.
“Khong, bd né vao trong tdi vdy, em can cd hai tay co ma.”

“Nhung anh dau c6 nghe dwoc nhac,” t61 ndi trong khi ti€ng vi cam
ngan Ién trong tai.



“T6i nghe dwoe, em khong phai gao 1én thé€". Pwgc roi, gior ching ta
hay twdng twgng ra mot nhém tdm ngwoi. Bén tréi t6i c6 mot quy 6ng, bén
phai hai, x&p thanh mot day. Bén em hét thé’, chi 1a v&i cac quy cd. Nhin
chan chao di.”

Tdi nhiin chan, lwong Iy dit tay 1én tay hin. “Nhung toi s& dirng ngay
1ap tirc néu anh goi t6i 1a d6 ngoc!”

“T6i s€ khong bao gior thé”,” Gideon ndi r'oi diu tdi di ngang qua chiéc
sofa. “Khi khiéu vii, quan trong nhat la hdi thoai lich thi€p. Xin hai tieu
thw, sao ti€u thw lai 4c cdm v&i khi€u v dén thé€? Phian 1on cac cd nwong
déu ra't thich nhay.”

“Styt, t6i can tip trung.” Cho t&i gior thi kha on. Chinh t6i con thdy
ngac nhién. Pong tac tour de main sudn s¢, mot vong sang trdi, mot vong
sang phai. “Ching ta nhdy lai mdt Tan dwgrc khong?”

“Em nganhg cim 1én, th, ding th&". Vi gio nhin tdi diy nay. Em khong
dwoc phép roi mét khoi tdi, khong can biét hang x6m cla toi diéh trai t&i
muc nao.”

T6i budc phai mim cwoi. Lai gi nwa? Fishing for compliments? Hu,
quén di nhé. Mic du phai cong nhan Gideon khiéu vii rat ctr. Nhiy véi hin
khdc han v&i Moi bdnh cudn - moi brde ¢t nhu tw dong. Dan dén toi cling
cam thd’y nhdy Menuett khong d&n ndi nao.

Ca Gideon ciling nhan thay th€". “Xem kia, em nhdy dwoc da’y thoi. Tay
phai, vai phai, tay trdi, vai tréi - gidi 1dm.”

Hin néi diing. Toi nhdy dwoe! Thuc ra thi dé ot. Toi dac chi quay mdt
vong v&i mot quy dng vo6 hinh r'6i lai dat tay vao tay Gideon. “Ht! Thé ma
dam bao nguwoi ta duyén dang nhw ¢61 xay gio!” tdi noi.

“Ping la mét phép so sanh kéch com,” Gideon dong tinh. “Em c6 thé
danh bat moi c61 xay.”

Tbi bat cudi. Roi giat bin. “Oi, gior lai d&n Linkin Park.”

“Ké.” Du bai Papercut nén am "Am trong tai t6i, Gideon van binh than
diu t6i vao bwdc nhdy cudi cung roi cii minh chao. Téi gan nhw ti€c nudi
khi diéu nhay két thuc.

Toi nhin chan roi go tai nghe. “Pay. Cam on anh da tan tinh day t6i.”

“Hoan toan vi ban than tho6i,” Gideon néi. “R6t cudc thi chinh toi la
ngwoi theong bi b€ mét cing em, quén r'oi a?”



“Khong.” Tam trang vui vé& cia tdi lai tan bién. Anh mét t6i lac vé phia
btrc twrong ¢6 ch'dng ghé’, triedre khi t6i kip ngén lai.

“Nay, ta da xong dau,” Gideon ndi. “Khd On rdi ddy, nhung van chwra
hoan hédo. Sao ty nhién tréng em lai cau c6 th&?”

“Theo anh thi vi sao ba twd'c Saint Germain lai nha't dinh mudn tdi tham
gia da y&n va vii hoi? Ong &y hoan toan ¢6 th€ yéu cau toi t&i Temple. O d6
s€ khong c6 chuyén t6i ¢6 the€ bi bé mat tred’c nhirng ngwoi xa la. S€ khong
ai tha’y t61 ky qudc va lwu truyén lai diéu nay cho con chéau.”

Trudc khi trd 101, Gideon cii xudng nhin t6i h'6i 1au. “Bd twdc khong
ma’y khi cho xem bai, nhing sau mdi y twedng ctia 6ng 4y déu an chira mot
k& hoach thién tai. Ong &y ¢6 co s& nghi ngo’ cu the vé nhirng ké tin cong
ching ta trong Hyde Park. T6i nghi 6ng &y mu6én dy ddm chi muwu ra khoi
béng t§7 bang cdch mé rong pham vi gi¢i thiu ching ta.”

“0,” T6i thot 1én. “Y anh Ia ching ta s& lai bj nhitng ngwdi mang
ki€m...”

“Khong, chirng nao chiing ta van 1an trong ddm dong,” Gideon bdo. Hin
ng'di xudng thanh sofa roi khoanh tay tredrc ngue. “Tuy nhién toi van thay
chuyén nay qua mao hi€m, nhat la d6i v&i em.”

To61 dya vao canh ban. “Anh nghi Paul va Lucy lién quan dén vu tin
cong trong Hyde Park, khong phai sao?”

“C6 va khong,” Gideon dap. “Mo6t ngwoi nhe ba twdc Saint Germain ¢6
khong it ké thii trong doi. Bién nién st ¢6 ghi lai mot s6” vu mwu sat 6ng ay.
T6i doan la, d€ dat dwoe muc dich, Paul va Lucy da k&t ndi v&i nhieng ké
thu nay.”

“Ba twde cling nghi vay?”

Gideon nhun vai. “T6i1 hy vong thé".”

T6i suy nghi mét h'6i roi dé nghi: “Téi ung ho viéc anh lai phd 1€ va
dem theo mot khau sing nhw ctia James Bond. Nhw thé ca todn nguoi ¢
ki€m kia cling ngong. Anh 18y dau ra th€? Gid ma c6 mot khau nhw thé’
chic toi cling tha'y yén tim hon.”

“Pem theo vii khi ma minh khong thong thao thwong sé bi gdy 6ng dap
leng 6ng,” Gideon noi.

T61 nghi t&i con dao thai rau ctia Nhat. Nghi dé€n canh nguoi ta dung né
td'n cong minh, khong dé chiu ti ndo.



“Charlotte da'u ki€m gioi cht? Chij &y c6 biét dung sing khong?”

Lai nhin vai. “C6 &y hoc dd'u ki€m tr nam 12 tudi, dwong nhién 1a phai
gidi roi.”

Puwong nhién. Charlotte chuyén gi cha gidi. Tre viéc 1am nguwoi dang
yéu. “Ba twdc hin s thich chi Ay,” Toi bdo. “Toi chic khdng phii miu
ngwoi clia Ong 4y.”

Gideon bat cudi. “Em vin c6 thé thay ddi hinh anh cta em trong mét
ong &y. Cing chinh vi th&¢’ ma 6ng &y muén lam quen v&i em ky hon, d€
ki€m chirng nhirng 1o tién tri ¢6 rng v&ri em khong.”

“Vé phép thuat ctia loai qua?”’ Nhw moi khi, cit nhic d&n chuyén nay 1a
toi lai thd'y ba't an. “Nhirng lovi tién tri ¢6 keém gidi nghia ludn khong?”

Gideon lwong ly mot chit r6i khé€ néi: “... Qua tung déi cdnh hong
ngoc, nghe tiéng ngwoi chét hdt giwa khdp thé gian, chira kip nhdn ra sikc
manh, chiwa kip nhdn ra cdi gid phdi trd, quyén lwc ving lén, vong quay
khdc nhdp...” Han ding hing. “Em ndi da ga roi kia.”

“Nghe rung ron thé&". Pac biét 1a doan nguoi chét hat ho.” Toi xoa canh
tay. “Con ntra khong?”

“Khong. C6 ching dd’y thdi. Em cling phai cong nhan la nhitng 101 nay
khong may hgp véi em?”

U, ¢6 1& hin ding. “C6 101 tién tri nao vé anh khong?”

“Purong nhién,” Gideon bdo. “Nguoi veot thoi gian nao cling ¢é. T6i la
st tir ¢4 bom kim cwong, ma khi trdng thay thi mét troi...” Trong choc lat
c6 vé nhr hin dot nhién hoi ngwong, roéi hin mim cwoi néi tiép:
“Blablabla. O, con ky Tilney dién rd ctia em thi rd't hop 1am cdo, mdt con
céo ngoc thach tron dudi gdc doan.”

“Nguoi ta ¢ the hi€u dwoe nhirng 1o tién tri kia khong?”

“Cé th€ 1dm, trong dé chira day bicu twong. Con tiy ngudi ta hiu the’
ndo0.” Hin nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay. “Ching ta vin con thoi gian. Toi dé nghi
ching ta ti€p tuc hoc nhay.”

“Trong da ti€c cling phai nhay?”

“Thwong thi khong,” Gideon bio. “Ngwoi ta chi dn, udng, tdn giu va, a,
choi nhac. Chic ngudi ta ciing s& yéu cAu em choi dan hoiic hat ho gi d6.”



“Hwm,” T6i néi. “L€ ra tdi nén hoc dwong cam thay vi Hip hop v&i
Leslie m&i phai. Nhung t6i hét cling dwgc 14m. Nim ngodi, tai budi tiéc &
nha Cynthia td6i da thang tuyét d6i cudc thi hat karaoke. Phi€n ban
‘Somewhere over the rainbow!”!” cfia t6i. Tham chi trong bo @6 héa trang
lam bén xe rat bat lgi.”

“Thé& a. Néu dugrc hoi thi cir bdo em luén bj ma't giong né&u phai hat
tred’'c moi nguoi.”

“Noi th€ thi dirgrc, nhung khong dwgrc bao chan téi bi treo a?”

“Tai nghe dy. Lai I4n nita.” Hin gip lung.

“Tai phai lam gi n€u c6 ai ngoai anh mo1i tdi nhay?” Téi khuyu gdi, a,
nham, nhin chan chao.

“Thi em cit 1am y nhw th&,” Gideon nim 147y tay t6i. “Nhung diéu nay
hi&€m khi xay ra & th& ky 18 v&i nghi 1€ nghiém ngit. Thwong thi néu chuwa
dwoc gidi thiéu chinh thirc, nguoi ta s€ khong moi mot ¢6 gai la khiéu vir.”

“Trwr phi cd ta lam dong tac tuc tiu nao d6 voi chiéc quat.” Dian dan céac
bwdc nhdy tré nén nhun nhuyén. “Chi can tdi ha chiéc quat thAp hon dd
mot phan thoi 12 Giordano da ndi con dién, con Charlotte 1ic d4u lia lia nhw
mot con 14t dat.”

“C6 a'y ciing chi mudn gidp em thdi ma,” Gideon bao.

“Véng, twong ty nhw trdi da't 1a cai dia det,” T6i hir mot ti€ng, mac du
diéu nay hoan toan ca'm ki khi nhdy diéu Menuett.

“Cé6 vé nhrr hai ngwdi khong wa nhau 1dm.” Bon tdi xoay quanh nhitng
ngwoi ban nhdy twdng twong.

Co vé thoi sao?

“Toi nght la ngoai quy ba Arista, bac Glenda va céc thay c6 & treong ra
thi chang c6 ai wa n6i Charlotte.”

“T61 khong tin,” Gideon noi.

“0, toi quén, ta't nhién la con Giordano va anh. Oi, gio thi t6i 1o ddo
mét ma't roi, diéu nay chic chin bj cAm & th&'ky 18.”

“C6 phai em hoi ghen ti véi Charlotte khong?”

T6i budc phai bat cwoi. “Tin t6i di, n€u nhw anh hi€u Charlotte bﬁng
ntra t6i thoi thi anh s€ khdng dwa ra cau hoi ngu ngd'c nay.”

“Thure ra toi hi€u co 4y rat rd,” Gideon khé néi va lai nim 127y tay toi.

~



U, nhweng chi hiéu mdi vé ngot ngao ciia chi ta théi, tdi dinh néi thé.
Nhung roi tdi chot ngdm ra y nghia ciu néi kia va ngay 14p tiec toi thyc sw
ghen ti v&i Charlotte. “Hai ngwoi hi€u nhau... r6 t&i mirc nao?” Toi riit tay
ra khoi tay hin va thay vao d6 dwa né cho ngwdi ban nhdy vo hinh.

“A, c6 th& néi 12 16 nhw khi ngudi ta thwong hay & bén nhau.” Khi di
qua toi, hdn mim cwdi nham hi€m. “Va ca hai ching tdi déu khong cé
nhiéu thoi gian cho nhirng... nhitng... tinh ban khac.”

“Ro r'6i. Co gi thi an ndy.” To6i khong th€ nhin thém mdt gidy nao nira.
“The” - Charlotte hon thé' nao?”

Gideon tdm 18y tay t6i, n6 dang & trén do cao qua mirc cho phép it nhat
20 phan. “T6i thay trinh do giao ti€p cua tieu thw da ti€n bd ra't nhiéu, tuy
nhién: Mot quy 6ng khong néi vé nhirng chuyén nay.”

“U, gia anh 12 mdt quy 6ng that thi t6i con c¢é th€ chdp nhan 1o bién
bach kia.”

“Néu c6 lic nao d6 t6i khi€n tieu thw cd cam gidc téi cw xir khong
giong mot quy ong thi...”

“Hur, anh im miéng lai cho t6i! Toi khéng rdi hoi quan tAm gitra anh va
Charlotte c¢6 chuyén gi. Nhung t6i thd’y anh that tro’ trdo khi cung ldc lai...
chim chuot voi t61.”

“Chim chudt? Sao lai dung tw khi€m nha vay? Téi sé rat cam kich néu
ti€u thw cho toi bi€t nguyén do ctia tAm trang buc bdi kia, dong thoi 1am on
d€ y t&i khuyu tay cda ti€u thw. Trong budc nhdy nay, nguoi ta phai ha né
xudng.”

“Purng ¢6 dua,” Toi vac lai. “Téi s€ khong doi nao d€ anh hon néu toi
bi€t anh va Charlotte...” A, Mozart da hét va gio’ lai d&€n lwot Linkin Park.
Tot qua, rad't hop v&i tdm trang cua toi.

“T61 va Charlotte, lam sao?”

“...trén muc ban be.”

“Ai bdo theé?”

“Anh chr ai?”

“T6i c6 bao the"dau.”

“That ha? Th& nghia 1a hai ngwoi chwa bao gior - néi thé nao nhi - hon
nhau?” Thay vi nhiin chan, t6i trirng méit nhin hén.



“T6i ciing ¢ bao the” dau,” Han cii ngwdi chio va thod tay 18y céi iPod
trong tii tdi ra. “Lam lai [4n nira, em van cOn phai luyén lic gio tay. Ngoai
ra thi rd't tuyét.”

“Con anh thi giao ti€p qud khi€m khuy€t,” T6i néi. “Thyc ra thi gitra
anh va Charlotte c6 gi khong?”

“To6i twdng em khong rdi hoi quan tAm chuyén gitra t6i va Charlotte?”

Tdi vaAn con tritng mét nhin: “Pung th&’, chinh x4c.”

“Thé thi tdt.” Gideon dwa lai iPod cho t6i. Tw tai nghe vong ra bai
“Hallelujah”, phién ban ctia Bon Jovi.

“Nham bai ro6i,” Toi noi.

“Khong, khong nham,” Gideon mim cwoi. “Toi nghi em dang can thw
gi d6 nhe nhang.”

“Anh... anh dang la... mdt...”

“Mot?”

“Thang khén?”

Hén tién lai gan t6i thém mot buwde. Gitra toi va h&n chi con cach do
mot phan. “Em thady chwa, ddy chinh la di€m khac biét gitra Charlotte va
em: CO Ay s€ khong bao gio’ ndi ra nhirng 10i nhw the”.”

Dot nhién t6i thd'y kho thd. “C6 1€ vi anh khong cho chi &y 1y do gi d€
lam the".”

“Khong, khong phai vay. T6i nghi don gian la ¢6 &'y hanh xt kha hon.”

“ff, than kinh cling vieng hon,” T6i n6i. Khong hiéu vi sao t6i budc phai
nhin chdm chim vao miéng hin. “Trong tredng hop ching ta ngdi giét
thoi gian trong mot budng xung tdi nao d6 va anh nay ra y nay Ian niva: Toi
s€ khong d€ anh danh pha dau Ian thi hai!”

“Y em la... em s& khong d€ t6i hon em Tan thit hai?”

“Pung the’,” T6i khé néi, khong the’ dong tay dong chan nira.

“Tiec that,” Gideon néi. M6i hin gan d&n ndi tdi cdm nhan 16 hoi thé
clia hin pha 1én mdi. T6i y thirc dwge 124 minh khdng c6 vé nhu dang néi
nghiém tdc. T6i cling khong cht y nhw the”. Toi phai ty khen minh da khong
om choang 14y ¢& hin. Dl th& nao thi toi ciing da d€ 16 mat thoi diém ¢
th& quay phét di hodic ddy hin ra.



R6 rang Gideon ciing hiéu tinh th&". Tay hin khé vudt téc tdi. Rdi cudi
cling toi cing cAm nhan dwoc d6i moi dju dang cia hén.

“And everybreath we took was hallelujah,”!'°! Bon Jovi ngan trong tai
toi. TOi yéu céi bai chét tiét nay qud, nghe di nghe lai mwoi 1dm Tan cling
khong chdn. Con by gio né s& vinh vién gin lién v&i ky e clia toi vé
Gideon.

Halleluja.
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CHUONG 6

L'an nay bon tdi khong bi qud’y qua bdi cd vwot thoi gian hay con quy da
xac xwoc ndo. Trong lic bai “Hallelujah™ vang 1én, nu hon d6 van that dju
dang va can trong. Nhwng roi Gideon vui ca hai tay vao toc tdi va kéo toi
lai gan. B6 khong con la ny hén diu dang. Chinh t6i con ngac nhién trudc
phéan rng ctia chinh minh. Ngwoi t6i dot nhién mém nhiin va nhe bdng, toi
vo thirc 6m 187y c¢& Gideon. Khong rd bing ciach nao, nhung may phit sau
bon tdi ha canh xudng chiéc sofa xanh ma van ti€p tuc hon nhau, khong
ngng, cho dé€n khi Gideon d6t ngdt bat day nhin d6ng h'6.

“Nhw da néi, that tiec 1a t6i khong dwoce phép hon em nira,” Hin néi
trong hoi thé gdp gdp. Nhin cAu hin din to, m4 d6 Gng.

T6i ty hoi, hdn da thé thi khong biét trong tdi ra sao. B&i vi nguoi tdi
tam thoi bi€n thanh bin, tdi khong tai nao ty giai thoat khoi cdi thé nira
ndm ntra ng'di. Toi kinh hoang phat hién ra 12 tdi khong hé biét bao nhiéu
thoi gian da troi qua k€ twr lic hét bai “Hallelujah”. Mwoi phiit? Nira ti€ng?
Péu co the.

Gideon nhin tdi, va tdi tin 12 doc duwoc vé sitng so trong 4nh mét hin.

“Chting ta phai thu x&p &6 dac thoi,” Cudi cling hin bdo. “Va em lam
gi d6 v&i mdi toc cia em ngay di - tr6ng em ctr nhr vira bi mot thang ngu
vO 101 toc 1ol quaamg 1én sofa... Ba't c ai sap gap ching minh ciling cé thé
dodn dwoc ngay hai nhan hai bing maYy... Oi trdi o1, dirng ¢6 nhin t6i nhw
the”.”

“Nhuw thé nao?”

“Nhw the’em khong con cr dong dwoc nira.”

“Nhuwng dung la the’,” To61 n61 nghiém tdc. “Toi la bin. Anh da bién t61
thanh bun.”



Mot nu cudi thoang hién trén khuon mit Gideon, rdi hdn ving diy bét
dau thu don sach v& cha tdi nhét cidp. “Thodi nao, s¢i bin kia, dieng 1én di.
Em khong co6 cai legc a?”

“(y dau trong tdi 4'y,” Toi ndi bai hoai.

Gideon gio’ cdi hop dung kinh ctia me Leslie 1€n. “Trong nay?”

“Khong!” Toi hét 1&n, va ndi kinh hoang 'y chdm dirt cudc doi s¢i bin
cta t6i. T6i bat day, giat hdp kinh chira con dao thdi rau ciia Nhat khdi tay
Gideon va ném n6 vao lai trong cdp. N€u c6 kinh ngac thi Gideon ciing
khong d€ hién ra mit. Han dung ghé& lai bén twong va nhin §ong h'd trong
khi t61 161 lwgre ra.

“Chting ta con bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Hai phdt,” Gideon nhat iPod & dwdi da't 1én. Khong rd 1am sao né lai
roi xudng day. Hodc twr khi nao.

T6i hap tdp chai toéc.

Gideon nghiém nghi nhin t61. “Gwendolyn?”

“Ha?” T6i ha lwgre va ¢& ging nhin hén that binh than. Oi troi ! Trong
hdn m&i banh 1am sao! Mot ntra ngwdi tdi lai mudn bién thanh bin.

“Em c6...7”

To6i cho doi. “Co gi?”

“A théi, khong c6 gi.”

) Trong bung tdi lai lan tda cdm gidc non nao quen thudc. “To6i nghi 13 sdp
bat dau roi,” Toi noi.

“CAm cip cho chiit, bing moi gid em khong dworc tha né. Lai gan day
mot chut, n€u khong em s€ ha canh lén mat ban.”

Trong khi tdi rdo budc thi tat cd dd nhoe di tredc mit. Chi chép mit
sau do, t6i da ti€p da't nhe nhang ngay trwdc anh chang Marley dang trom
tron méit. Khuoén mit xa'c xwore clia Xemerius 16 ra qua vai anh ta.

“Cudi cung thi c4u ciing vé,” Xemerius néi. “Té budc phai nghe thang
cha téc d6 ddc thoai sudt muwoi lam phdt r'6i.”

“Cd On ca chtr, thwa cd6?” Marley 14p bép lui lai mot budre.

“ff, cd &y khong sao,” Gideon, vira ha canh ngay phia sau lwng toi, tra
1 va nhin t6i do hdi. Khi t6i mim cwdi, hdn voi nhin 1ang sang bén.



Marley dang hang. “T6i ¢6 nhiém vu thong bdo v&i ngai 1a moi nguoi
dang cho ngai & Long dién, thwa ngai. Ngai BO tredng Noi... s6 bay da toi
va mudn ndi chuyén voi ngai. Néu ngai cho phép, toi s€ tién quy cd ra xe.”

“Quy co lam gi c6 xe,” Xemerius noi. “Quy c6 thdm chi con chuwa 18y
bang l4i, @6 ham.”

“Khong can dau, toi s€ dwa co &y 1€n cung.” Gideon v&i 18y chiéc khan
den bit mat.

“C6 nha't dinh phai thé¢’khong?”

“Co, nha't dinh phai th&"” Gideon that nit sau gdy toi.

Hin cot ludn cad may soi téc vao, tuy dau nhéi nhung tdi khdng mudn
kéu ca nén chi bdm moi. “Néu khong biét chd cAt mdy d6ng h'o, em s&

y
khong the tiét 16 va s€ khong ai tdn cong ddt ngot, khi ching ta, ba't cir lic
nao, ha canh xudng phong ay.”

“Nhwng can ham nay la cia Bdi Can vé va dworc canh gac & moi 161 ra
vao ca ngay ca dém,” Toi noi.

“Thir nha't, trong hAm khong chi c6 nhitng 167 dan th?ing dén cac toa
nha & Temple, va thr hai 1a khong th€ loai trir kha nang ¢6 ai dé trong ndi
b6 quan tdm dén mot cude gip go ba't ngo'.”

“Durng tin bdt cie ai. Ngay cd cdm gidc cia chinh minh,” T6i 1am bam.
O day toan nhirng ké da nghi.

Gideon dit tay 1én eo toi r'oi day t6i vé phia tredre. “Chinh xac.”

Toi nghe ti€ng Marley chao tam biét, roi canh ctra sdp lai sau lwng.
Chung t61 im ldng di bén nhau, trong khi t61 c6 rd't nhiéu chuyén mudn ban,
chi khong biét nén bat dau tw dau.

“Linh cdm bdo cho t& 1a hai ngwoi lai hon hit véi nhau,” Xemerius
nhén xét. “Linh cdm va tri 6c sac bén cua to.”

“V& van,” Toi dap va nghe Xemerius pha 1€n croi sang sic.

“Tin to di, t& da ¢ mat trén trdi da't nay te thé' ky 11 va to bi€t mat mii
cta c6 nang vwra chui ra tor d6ng rom tréng thé nao.”

“Pdng rom!” Toi tiee gidn ldp lai.

“Em dang nd6i voi t6i?” Gideon hoi.

“Khong v&i anh thi voi ai?” Téi hdi. “MAYy gior r6i? A, nhan néi dén
rom. To6i déi ngau roi.”



“Sép bdy rudi.” Gideon bit ngo budng toi ra. Mot loai ti€ng pip pip
vang 1én, roi tdi va vai vao twong.

“Nay!”

Xemerius lai rd 1én cwoi. “Té phai goi h&n 12 mot hi€p si chinh hi€u.”

“Xin 18i em. C4i di dong chét tiét khong bét dwoc séng & dudi nay. Ba
muoi twe cudc goi nho, swong chwa! Pay chi ¢6 th€' la... 6i Chia oi, me toi
g0i!” Gideon th¢ dai nao né. “Me t6i d€ lai d€n mwoi mot tin trong hop
thoai.”

T6i TAan md bdm twong di tiép. “Hodc 1a anh din tdi di, né€u khong thi
anh c&i ngay cdi khiin bjt mit khon ki€p nay ra!”

“Puorc r6i.” Hin lai nim tay toi.

“Té khong biét phai nghi thé nio vé nhirng thing cha bit mit ban gai
chi d€ dwore ranh tay dung dién thoai,” Xemerius noi.

Chuyén nay thi t61 cling chiu. “C6 chuyén gi khong hay a?”

Lai mdt ti€ng thd dai. “To6i doan the”. Khong ma’y khi tdi va me goi dién
cho nhau, van chwa bt duorc song.”

“Can than bac thang,” Xemerius canh bao.

“Cé I€ c6 ai bi m,” T61 ndi. “Hodc 1a anh da quén ma't chuyén gi quan
trong. M&i day me tdi cling d€ lai ti ti 1o nhin nhéc t6i nhé chiic mirng
sinh nhat bac Harry. Oi.”

Né&u Xemerius khong bdo trede chic bung toi da hic thgng vao mém
dau tay vin cau thang. Gideon tham chi con khong d€' y thad’y. Toi danh ty
I4an mo di 1&én cAu thang xoén dc.

“Khong, khong phéi vay. T6i khong bao gio’ quén sinh nhit ai.” Nghe
giong hin c6 vé néng rudt. “Chic Raphael c6 van dé.”

“Em trai anh?”

“N6 thwong hay lam nhirng trd dai dot. Lai xe khong bing, nhdy tw
mdém da xuéng bién va tre¢o ndi khong diay bao hi€ém. Khong bi€t n6é dinh
chirng td gi v&i ai. Nim ngodi né da bj thwong khi bay dit lwon, ndm dén
ba tuan trong bénh vién vi chdn thwong so ndo. Cir twdng sau vu d6 thi né
rut ra bai hoc, nhueng khong, hdm sinh nhat né lai voi Monsieur tang cho
chié€c xu'6ng cao tdc. Cai 1do ngu si kia td't nhién chiéu y nd.” Lén toi trén,
Gideon sai buéc di nhanh hon 1am t6i nhiéu Tan vap lién tuc. “A, cudi



cung thi ciing bit dwgc song.” RS rang 1a gio' hin vira di vira nghe hop
thoai. Ti€c 1a t6i chang hi€u gi.

“Oi, chét tiét!” Toi nghe hin 14m bam maYy T4n. Hin lai budng toi ra, va
t0i danh mo mam di tiép.

“Néu khong mudn hic vao twong thi gio' cdu nén ré trdi,” Xemerius
nhéc toi. “O, gior hin ciing nhan ra 12 trong nguwdi cdu khong 1ip may chi
dwong.”

“Thoi dwore...” Gideon 14m bam. Tay hin cham khé 1én miit ti, r'oi Ian
ra phia sau dau. “Gwendolyn, xin 18i em.” Giong hin d4y lo l1ing, nhung toi
dodn khdng phai hin lo cho t6i. “Em ti di ttr ddy dwore chit?” Han thdo niit
budc khan, anh sang khién td6i hdp hdy. Bon t6i dang ding triede ctra phong
Madame Rossini.

Gideon kh€ vu6t ma tdi roi mim cwoi. “Em biét dwong chr? Xe dang
dot em. Hen mai gép lai.”

Va trudre khi t6i kip mé miéng ddp thi hin da quay ngodt di.

““Thé& 1a chu'6on ludn,” Xemerius bao. “Khong dworc lich thi€p cho 18m.”

“C6 chuyén gi thé?” Toi goi voi theo.

“Em trai toi bd nha di,” Hin khong c¢an quay ngudi lai hay budc cham
hon. “Em thit dodn ba Tan xem n6 dang & dau.” Nhung hin da biéh mat &
goc duong, treedre khi toi kip doan 18y mot Ian.

“Chéc 1a khong phai t&i ddo Fiji,” Toi 14m bam.

“T¢ nghi 1€ ra cdu khong nén chui vao dong rom v&i hin,” Xemerius
néi. “Gio thi hdn nghi cau dé dai va chang c¢an phai co gdng chinh phuc.”

“Im di, Xemerius. Pwng c6 1ai nhai vé rom v&i ra ntra, st ca rudt. Bon
t& chi hon nhau mot teo thoi.”

“Chflng ¢ c& gi ma phai d6 mat tia tai nhw qua ca chua ca, cung a!”

Tbi 4p tay 1én d6i md néng birng va phat buc. “Di théi, t& d6i qua. It ra
thi hdm nay t& con c6 co hdi vot vat bira td'i. Biét dau trén dwong di chiing
ta con kip nhin thd’y m&’y ngwoi bi an caa B6 Noi vu.”

“Qi thoi ding! Té da nghe 16m ho ca ngay,” Xemerius néi.

“Q, hay qud! K& t& nghe v&il”

“Chan oooooi la chan! Té ¢ twdng ho udng mau tw dau lau va vé
nhirng hinh tia chdp bi hi€m trén tay. Nhwng nham to! Héa ra d6 1a may vi



mi cao 4o dai, ca budi chi 1ai nhai.”

“Cu th€ ho n6i chuyén gi?”

“P& xem t& con nhé nira khdng.” N6 hing giong. “Chi y&u veé viéc ¢
dwoc vi pham nhitng quy tic t87 thwong d€ danh ltra Tourmaline den va
Lam ngoc. Nguoi thi bdo ¥ kiéh cuc hay, ké lai cho ring tuyét d6i khong
dwoe. R6i ngwoi nay bdao: Puwgc chir, khdng thi lam sao ctiru dwoc nhan
loai, cdc ngwoi that nhat gan. SO kia dap: Khong nhat, nhung nhw thé” that
doc 4c, lai con qua nguy hi€m vi tinh lién hoan va dao diec. Nguwoi kia lai
néi: U, nhung ké thdi, n€u nhw 1am thé ma ctru dwoc nhan loai; va sau dé
ca hai phe déu lém bém nhtrng chuyén cao siéu nao do - t& nghi d6 1a ldc t&
ng git. Cudi cling thi ho déu nha't trf ring Kim cwong c6 xu hudng ty tién
hanh dong, con Hong ngoc qua 1a mdt con ngdc. Hong ngoc khong thé
tham gia nhirng nhiém vu vwot thoi gian mang tén chi€n dich Opal va
chién dich Ngoc thach, don gidn vi qua do't nat. Ciu van nghe dd’y chir?”

“0...”

“Puwong nhién la t& bdo vé ciu, nhwng ho ddu cé chiu nghe t&,”
Xemerius ndi. “Ngwoi ta bao can gitr kin thong tin t6i da, khong cho cau
biét. Chi riéng cdi tinh ngiy ngod do thi€u day do va trinh do hi€u biét thap
kém la da bi€n cau thanh nhan t6 rti ro, ngoai ra cau con co tinh bép xép.
Ho con dinh d&€ mét theo ddi cd ban Leslie ctia cu nira co’.”

“Chét tiet.”

“Con tin tot 1a, ho cho me cau la nguyén nhan moi khi€m khuyét cta
cau. Cdc quy ngai bi hiém déu nhat trf ring moi toi 16i déu do dan ba gay
ra. R0i d&én chuyén céc bing ching, héa don tho' may, thw tir, trf tué minh
man. Sau mot h'oi tranh cii, td't cd déu nhat trf ring Paul va Lucy di mang
theo mday dong h'6 vé nam 1912, noi ho dang sdng hién nay. Mic du tw
dang trong treong hop nay khong ding may.” Xemerius gai dau. “Pai loai
ho tin chic 14 hai ngudi ho dang trén & d6, va n&u ¢ cor hoi thi ngwdi hiing
tuyét voii cda ciu phai lung ra ho, 18y mau cia ho va tién the€ 18y ludn ca
mdy dong h'6. Va cdi vong ludh quah lai bit dau t dau, lai quy tic tdi
theong, lai lem bem...”

“Hay that,” T6i noi.

“Cau thay hay a? N&u ddng la hay thi d6 1a nho’ cong t& bi€t cach tom
tit cye thd vi mé thdng tin chdn ngdy d6.”



To6i m& canh ctra thong sang hang lang ti€p theo. Pang dinh trd 1o
Xemerius thi toi nghe thiy tié€ng néi: “Anh van cao ngao nhw ngay xwa!”

Ti€ng me t6i! Ping thit, khi qua géc twong, tdi trong thdy me. Me
dirng trede mit dng Falk de Villiers, hai tay nim thanh nim dam.

“Con em thi vin ctrng dau cing ¢8!” Ong Falk bo. “Viéc em c& géng
danh lac huwong vu sinh ha Gwendolyn, bat k€' vi 1y do gi, da khién viéc nay
t€ di ra't nhiéu.”

“Viéc nay! Cac ngwoi ludn coi trong viéc clia minh hon nhirtng nguoi
trye ti€p lién quan!” Me kéu 1én.

T6i khép ctra that khé r'oi ron rén di ti€p.

Xemerius bam theo trén twong. “Oi troi, nhin ba &y ndi con tam banh
kia.”

Piing th&. M4t me nay Itra, hai ma (ng dd va giong cao lanh lanh bat
thuwong. “Ching ta da nha't trf ring Gwendoyln sé khong can di vao chuyén
nay. Rang con bé s& khdng gip phai ba't cit nguy hiém nao! Th& ma gio cic
ngwoi con dinh dem né dang tdn miéng 1do ba twdc. Con bé hoan toan...
y&u dudi!”

“T4t ca 12 16i & em,” Ong Falk de Villiers lanh ling.

Me cin mdi. “V&i tw cdch 1a Tredng hoi, anh phai ¢ trach nhiém!”

“Néu nhw em ngtra bai ngay tr dau thi Gwendolyn gio' ddu dén ndi
khong dwge chuan bj ti nao. Toi néi cho em bi€t: Em ¢6 th€ vién 1y do la
mudn con bé c6 tudi tho Au yén on. C6 th€ 6ng George ca tin, nhung em
khong 10e dwoc toi. TOi van néng 1ong mudn biét ba d& kia sé k&€ nhing
fod T

“Céc ngwoi van chwra tim dwoc ba 4y?” Giong me khong con danh nhw
truede.

“Chi can vai ngay nira thoi, Grace. Nguwoi clia ching tdi & khép noi.”
bing lic d6 6ng nhin thdy tdi va nét mat lanh lung tirc gidn clia 6ng tan
bi€n.

“Sao chau chi c6 mdt minh, Gwendolyn?”

“Con yéu!” Me chay vdi lai dm cham 18y t6i. “Me nghi me nén t&i don,
kéo con lai vé mudn nhw hom qua.”



“... Va nhan th€ ming ta t67 mit t6i mai,” Ong Falk khé cwdi. “Sao
Marley khong di cung chdu, Gwendolyn?”

“Chau dwoe phép di mot minh & doan cudi,” Toi danh trong lang. “Hai
ngwoi dang cdi nhau chuyén gi thé?”

“Me chau cho rdng nhitng chuyé&n nguoc vé the ky 18 ciia chdu qué
nguy hi€ém,” Ong Falk néi.

Pung vay, to61 khong trach me dugc. Py la me con khong bi€t mdt
phéan tram nhrng nguy hiém &y. Khong ai k€ cho me vé vy ddm dan Ong
tAn cong ching toi trong Hyde Park. Ma tdi thi tha cin lwdi con hon d€ 16.
Mg ciling khong bi€t gi vé quy ba Tilney va vy khau sing. Con chuyén ba
twd'c Saint Germain hiam doa t6i kinh dij ra sao, cho dén nay t6i cling chi k&
cho mot minh Leslie. A, tit nhién 13 6ng ngoai ciing biét.

T6i nhin 6ng Falk do hoéi. “Phe phay quat va nhay Menuett thi chau s€
lam dwore thoi,” T6i tinh bo. “Chuyén nay khong cé gi rai ro ddu me. Nguy
hiém duy nha't 1a con phang quat 1€n dau chi Charlotte...”

“Em nghe thd’y chua, Grace?” Ong Falk nhdy mét v&i toi.

“Anh dinh Iwra ai d@’y, Falk!” Me lwom xéo 6ng Tan cudi roi tim tay toi
kéo di. “Pi thoi con. Moi ngwoi dang cho minh vé an t61.”

“Hen mai gip chdu, Gwendolyn,” Ong Falk goi v&i theo. “Va, &... ldc
nao da’y gdp lai em sau nhé, Grace.”

“Tam biét,” T6i lam bam. Mg cling 1am bam gi dé khong r6.

“Cau mubn biét thi t& k€ cho nghe nhé: Pong rom,” Xemerius ndi.
“Me cau khong to vé cii co d€ danh Iwa to dwore dau. Chi ¢an liéc qua la tor
nhan ra nhirng m&i quan hé kieu ddng rom ngay.”

To6i thé dai. Me cling thé dai. Con may bwdc cudi dwong ra dén cura,
me kéo to1 lai gan hon. Luc dau thi t61 hot geong, nhung roi toi tea dau
vao vai me. “Me dung vi con ma cdi nhau v&i bac Falk. Me da qua ¢t moi
lo r6i.”

“N6i thi dé... Nhung that khé chju khi c¢6 cdm gidc da lam sai tat ca
moi chuyén. Me biét la con gidn me.” Me¢ thd dai. “Ciing ding thoi.”

“Nhung con van riat yéu me,” Toi néi.

Me c& ¢am nude mét. “Con me thi yéu con hon 14 con ¢6 thé hinh dung
ra,” Me thi thAim. Hai me con da ra t&i con ngd tred’c nha, va me ngodi nhin



xung quanh nhw s ¢6 ai dang rinh rdp trong béng dém. “Me sin sang tra
moi gida d€ ¢ dwoeec mot gia dinh binh thwong va mdt cudc s6ng binh
thwong.”

“Thé& nao 1a binh thwong?”” Toi ndi.

“Nha minh thi chéc chdn 1a khong binh thuong.”

“Tat ca chi la van dé quan di€m. Th& ngay hdm nay cua me thé nao?”
T6i héi dua.

“O, nhr moi khi,” Me cwdi mét moi. “Péu tién 1a cdi co dbi chiit véi ba
ngoai, sau d6 1a cai co nhiéu hon vdi bdc con, d&€n chd 1am thi cdi co vdi
s&€p mdt chidt va cudi cung la cii co voi... nguoi tinh cii, tinh co 1a Tredng
héi ctia mot hoi kin bi hi€m.”

“T¢ da bdo ma, ding chwa?” Xemerius gan nhw reo 1€n. “D6ng rom!”

“Me tha'y chwa, hoan toan binh thwong!”

It ra thi me cing mim cwdi. “Thé& ngay ciia con thi sao?”

“Ciing khong c6 gi dic biét. O trwedng thi ¢6 chiit bic xiic v&i thiy Séc.
Sau d6 d&n gior hoc khiéu vii va hanh xi tai cdi hdi kin mo 4m chuyén
nghién ctru vé vugt thoi gian. Va triede khi kip bop ¢ ¢d chi ho Charlotte
ddng yéu thi con phai di mot chuy&n ngin vé nim 1953 d€ ranh rang lam
bai, c6 th&" thi mai m&i bt bire xiic v&i thay Séc da nhic d&n & trén.”

“Nghe cling teong doi nhan nha.” Go6t giay me go 10p cOp trén nén
dwong. Me lai ngodi nhin xung quanh.

“Con nghi l1a khong c6 ai theo doi ching ta dau,” Téi tran an me. “Ho
con ca dong viéc d€'lam, ca nha chit cieng nhirng nhan vat bi hi€m.”

“Hi&m khi B6 Noi vu hop 1dm. Lan hop cudi cling 1a khi Lucy va Paul
12y cdp mdy dong h'o. Ho phan tan khip the gidi...”

“Me nay, me ¢6 nghi la da dén ldc néi cho con nhirng gi me biét? Cir d€
con md mam trong tim t61 thé nay thi khdng c6 ich cho ai ca.”

“Pung day,” Xemerius noi.

Me dung budc. “Con danh gid me cao qua da’y! Nhirng diéu it 6i ma
me bi€t s€ khong giup ich gi cho con. C6 khi con lam con 161 tri hon. Hodc
gay thém nguy hi€m cho con thi con t€ nira.”

Tbi lic dAu. Toi khong mudn dau hang nhanh thé". “Ky si xanh 12 ai hay
cai gi? Vi sao Paul va Lucy lai khong mudn khic nhap hoi? Hay la cudi



cung ho ¢c6 mudn, nhung chi d€ tdn dung diéu bi mat &'y cho riéng minh?”

Me day day hai bén théai dwong. “HOm nay la Tan dau tién me nghe thdy
ky si xanh. Con vé Paul va Lucy: Me chic chin ho khong cé dong co ich
ky nhw th&. Con dd 1am quen v&i bd twde Saint Germain. Ong ta ¢6 du
phurong tién...” Me lai im bit. “Oi, con yéu, nhitng gi me c6 th€ néi cho
con thi cling chfmg ich lg1 gi cho con dau, tin me di.”

“Me, con xin me! Pdm dan 6ng kia c6 hanh vi bi hi€m va khong tin
teong con, thé” da du té roi, nhung me la me cua con co' ma!”

“U,” Mit me lai wot. “Pung the¢.” Nhung xem ra 1y do nay khong di
manh. “Pi nao, taxi da doi ca nira ti€ng dong h'6. C6 1€ phai ton dén nira
thang lwrong ma't thoi.”

To6i thé dai theo chan me di doc phd’. “Minh ¢6 the€ di tau di€én ngam.”

“Khong, con ¢in ngay thir gi nong vao bung. Chwa k€ 1a hai em rd't nho
chi. Ching né s& khong chiu dwrgrc thém mot bira t&i nira ving con.”

Bira t&7 binh yén va dé chiu bat ngo, vi ba ngoai cung bac Glenda va
Charlotte di xem nhac kich.

“V& Tosca,” Ba Maddy thich chi lic lu nhitng lon téc vang. “Hy vong
12 khi tr& vé ho trong tring hon mot chiit.” Ba nhdy mét tinh qudi v&i toi.
“May la Violet con thira vé.”

T6i ngo’ ngac nhin moi ngwoi. TE ra ban gdi cua ba Maddy, mot ba gia
ddng mén c¢6 cdi tén cuc hay Violet Man Hong, van thweong dan khin va tat
tdng bon tdi vao dip 1& Gidng sinh, dinh cing con trai va con dau twong lai
di xem nhac kich, song tinh hinh hién tai c6 vé nhw ¢ con dau twong lai
clia ba &y sép tré thanh con diu twong lai ctia mot ba khdc.

Nhu thuong 16, mdi khi quy ba Arista va bdc Glenda ving nha thi
khong khi trong nha ngay 14p tic vui vé thodi mai hin. Twong ty nhw &
trrong cap ti€u hoc, khi thay gido di ra khoi 1op. Ngay ldc con dang in to1i,
toi da phai ding 1én d€ twong thuat cho ma’y dira em, ba Maddy, me va 6ng
Bernhard bi€t Méi bdanh cuén va Charlotte da day t6i nhdy Menuett va dung
quat ra sao, va Xemerius nhic vé mdi khi téi quén ma't chi tiét gi d6. Ngam
lai thi t6i thd’y chuyén nay tirc cwoi hon 1a thé tham va t6i ¢6 the hi€u dwoc
vi sao nhirng ngwoi khdc vo tay dom d6p. Sau mot h'di thi ta't cd déu nhay



mua quanh phong (trtr 6ng Bernhard, nhwng it nha't 6ng ciing go giay theo
nhip) va néi giong miii nhw Giordano. Vira nhady moi ngwoi vira goi loan xi.

“D6 ngoc! Hay nhin xem Charlotte 1am thé nao!”

“Bén phai! Khong, bén phai la noi ngén cdi chia vé bén trai.”

Va: “To61 nhin thay rang nhé! Nhu the’1a thi€u tinh théan 4i quoc!”

Nick dung gify &n trinh dién lai hai mwoi ba ki€u phay quat khac nhau
de guri toi ngeoi doi dién nhirng thong diép khong lovi. “Thé nay nghia la:
Oi, ngai quén cai khuy qudn kia, thwa ngai. N&u ha quat xudng mot teo roi
nhin nhw th& nay thi nghia 1a: Oi, t6i muén 14y ¢6. Nhung n&u lam nguoc
lai thi nghia la: Ha ha, tw hom nay ching ta quyét chién voi Tdy Ban
Nha...”

T6i phai cong nhan Nick ¢ ning khiéu dién xuat gidi. Con Caroline thi
khi nhdy (c6 vé n6é nhay diéu Cancan hon la Menuett) hirng chi tung cealng
cao t&i ndi mot chiéc gidy bay veo vao bit kem trang miéng ki€u Bavaria.
Tai nan nay khi€n moi ngwoi bét nghich ngom, cho dén khi 6ng Bernhard
VGt chiéc gidy ra dit 1én dia clia Caroline roi nghiém khic néi: “Ta that
mung con du lai khd nhiéu mén kem nay. Co Charlotte va hai quy ba chéc
chdn s& mudn dung moén an nhe nao dé khi di xem nhac kich vé.”

Ba Maddy han hoan nhin 6ng: “Ong ldc ndo ciing that chu ddo.”

“Cham s6c moi ngwoi 1a nhiém vu caa t6i,” éng Bernhard néi. “To61 da
hira diéu nay v&i anh trai ba truede khi dng &'y nhim mét.”

T6i dam chiéu nhin hai ngwoi. “Chéau vira ty hoi liéu 6ng ngoai ¢6 k&
cho 6ng nghe diéu gi vé ky si xanh khong, 6ng Bemhard. Hay k&€ v&i ba, ba
Maddy?” '

Ba Maddy 14c dau. “Ky si xanh? La gi vay?”

“Chau khong bi€t,” T6i néi. “Chau chi bi€t 1a chdu phai tim cho ra ky si
xanh.” '

“Néu mubn tim gi thi ta thwong tdi thw vién cta 6ng ngoai cd,” Doi
mét cd meo clia dng Bernhard 14 14nh sau cip kinh. “OY d6 ta tim g1 cling
tha’y. Néu c6 céan: Ta rd't thdong thao & d6 vi ta chinh la nguoi quét bui gia
sach.”

“D6 1a mot ¥ hay,” Ba Maddy nhén xét.



“Tbi ludn sin sang phuc vy, thira ¢6.” Ong Bernhard cho thém cii vio
10 swdi r'oi chiic moi ngwoi ngl ngon.

Xemerius di theo 6ng. “T¢ nhat dinh mudn biét liéu 6ng &y di ngd ¢
bd kinh ra khong,” N6 néi. “Va té& sé thong bdo cho ciu, trong trrong hop
ong &y 1én khoi nha d€ bi mat di choi guitar dién trong mot nhém Heavy
Metal.”

Thwong thi trong tuan, may dira em t6i déu phai di ngd ding gio,
nhwng hdm nay ngoai 1é. Ching t6i dn udng no né va cwoi thda siec roi
quay quan trede 10 swdi &m ap. Caroline trong vong tay me, Nick dya vao
toi con ba Maddy thi ngy trong chi€c gh€” tai banh ctia quy ba Arista. Ba
thoi bay lon téc vang ra khoi mét va hai long nhin ching toi.

“Ba o, ba k& chuyén ngay xwa nhé?” Caroline yéu cau. “H06i ba con la
mot ¢6 bé va phai di tham chi ho Hazel & dudi qué?”

“Oi dao, ma’y chuyén dd’y cdc chdu nghe mii r'oi con gi,” Ba Maddy
nha’c doi dép vai da hong di trong nha 1én chd d€ chan. Nhung ba ciing
khong dori ndn ni 1au. T4t cd nhitng cau chuyén vEé c¢d chi ho kinh khing
clia ba déu bt dau bang: “Hazel 1a c¢6 nang ty phu nha't ma ngwdi ta cd the
teong twong ra.” The 1a ta't ca cung dong thanh: “Hét nhw chi Charlotte!”
Ba Maddy lic dau: “Khong, Hazel con kinh khiing hon rat, ri't nhiéu. Chij
ta xach du6i meo 1€n qua dau va quay veo veo.”

Tbdi gdc cidm 1én dau Nick, nghe chuyén ba Maddy khi con 12 mot co bé
1én mwoi da trd thu hd 10 meo bi bao hanh & Gloucestershire bﬁng cach
khié&n ba chi ho Hazel phai tdm mdt trdn trong hd phan, dong thoi y nghi
clia toi lai xoay quanh Gideon. Gio' ndy hin dang & dau? Pang lam gi?
Pang c6 ai & cling han? Hay 12 hén ciing dang nghi d&n t6i v&i cdm gidc
Am 4p la 1Am trong da? Chéic 1a khong.

Tdi ¢ ging 1dm mdi khong thd dai ndo né khi nghi t&i lic chia tay
tredc ctira phong Madame Rossini. Tham chi Gideon con khong thém nhin
toi 18y mot Tan, mac du vai phidt tred'c d6 hai dira con hdn nhau.

Nu hon tdi pham. Th& ma t&i qua tdi con thé v&i Leslie rang chuyén
nay s€ khéng bao gior xdy ra ntra. “Chwung nao bon t& con chwa xac dinh rd
mdi quan hé gitra hai dra!”

Nhwng Leslie chi cwei. “Thoi nao, cdu mudn k€ chuyén c¢o tich cho ai
vay? Chuyén gitra hai ngudi thi da rd nhw ban ngay: Cu mé hin nhuw digu



do!”

Nhung lam sao t6i ¢6 th€ si mé ngwoi ma téi mdi quen cd vai ngay? Lai
12 ngudi thwedng cw xir £6i t& v&i t6i? Tuy nhién, nhitng khi hin khong nhuw
the thi hin that... that... khong twdng trong noi...

“Té veé roi diay!” Xemerius quang quac ha canh xu6ng ban an bén canh
cdy nén. Caroline dang ngdi trong 1ong me giat b&n minh va nhin chdm
chim vé huéng né.

“Sao th€’, Caroline?” Toi khé hoi.

“A, khong,” Con bé bdo. “Em twdng 12 vira thi'y mot cdi béng.”

“That a?” T61 giat minh nhin Xemerius.

N6 chi nhiin vai mim cwdi. “Tring sip tron ma. Nhitng ngwdi min cam
thinh thodng c6 th€ nhin thad’y bon t&, nhung thwong chi tha’p thodng trong
khée mét. Néu ho nhin ky hon thi bon t& khdong con & d6...” NO lai treo
minh 1&€n dén chum. “Ca ba téc xoan kia cling nhin va cam nhan dwgrc nhiéu
hon 1a ba &y chiu thira nhan. Lic t& thé dat mong 1€n vai, ba &y bén dwa
tay 1én d6... Trong gia dinh cdu thi chuyén nay cheatng cO gi dang ngac
nhién.”

T6i triu mén nhin Caroline. Con bé min cadm, hy vong 1a né sé€ khong
thtra hwedng ca kha nang tién tri cia ba Maddy.

“Pé&n doan em thich nay,” Mit Caroline sdng 1én. Ba Maddy khodi chi
k€ lai canh c6 nang Hazel béan tinh cay ddc dién vay dep di 1€ Chli nhat phai
ding trong hd” phan ngdp dén tin cO va gao twdng 1é€n: “Tao s€ bdo thu
may, Madeleine, nha't dinh tao s€ bao thu!”

“Va chi ta lam thé&” that,” Ba Maddy néi. “Khong chi mot Tan.”

“Nhung chuyén ay ta s€¢ nghe hom sau,” Me cwong quyét. “Bon tré
phai di ngu. Mai con di hoc.”

Ta't ca déu tho dai, ba Maddy thé dai to nhat.

Thir Sdu 1a ngay banh ran. Khong ai d€ 16 mén nay vi n6é hdu nhw 1a mén
duy nhi't dé nudt & cing tin trerong. Biét 1a Leslie san sang xin chét vi mén
banh ran nén t6i khong cho né & lai trong 1op voi toi, vi toi da hen James &
do.



“Cau di 4n di,” T6i bdo. “Té s& gian 14m néu vi t& ma ciu phai nhin
banh ran.”

“Nhung n€u thé thi khong c6 ai & diy canh chung cho cdu. Hon ntra t&
mudn nghe ky hon cau chuyén hom qua gira cidu, Gideon va cdi sofa
xanh...”

“Chuyén c6 thé thodi, c6 k€' lai cling chaamg thém chi ti€t nao,” To1 dap.

“Thi ctr k€ lai di, that qua lang man!”

“Pi dn banh ran di!”

“Nhat dinh hém nay c4u phai hdi s& di dong cia hin,” Leslie bdo. “Y
t& mudn néi d&n mdt quy tac vang: Khong ai hon mot dira con trai ma
minh thim chi con chwa ¢6 s& dién thoai.”

“Ai banh ran thom gion nhan tdo de€...” T6i cao giong.

“Nhung...”

“Pa c¢6 Xemerius & diy voi t&.” To6i chi tay 1én bau cira s6. Xemerius
dang ng'di ngdn ngdm nhin chép dudi.

Leslie dau hang. “Théi dwge. Nhwng hdm nay nhd hoc 18y tro gi hay
ho mot chit! Khua khoéng v&i que gidng bai ctia c6 Counter thi ich loi gi!
Ngd nh& c6 ai trong tha’y, chic chin ciu s& bi tdng vao nha thwong dién,
nho day.”

“Puoee r'oi, di di,” Toi day né ra cira, vira diing lic anh James bude vao.

James murng him vi Tan nay chi ¢6 minh bon t6i. “Céi con bé tan nhang
kia ctr 1éo nhéo chen ngang bat lich sy khién t6i cuéng. Co ta cir lam nhw
toi 1a khong khi.”

“Pé 1a bai... a thoi, bd qua di.”

“U’, th& hém nay toi gitp gi dwore c6?”

“Em nghi la anh c6 thé€ gitip em hoc cach chao hdi trong da ti€c & th& ky
18.”

“Chao hoi?”

“Phai. Xin chio. Chao. Chao budi tdi. Chic anh biét cdch ngwdi ta chio
nguoi ddi dién. Va nhitng chuyén khdc nira. Bét tay, hon tay, cii nguoi,
nhin chin, bam dién ha, thwa dai nhan, tdu b€ ha... My thir d6 qua phirc
tap va nguoi ta ra't dé lam sai.”



James vénh mat ty phu. “Né&u cd lam theo ding nhirng gi tdi bao thi
khong the sai dwgre. Dau tién t6i s€ chi cho ¢6 cach nhin chin chao mot
cong tir ¢ cung dia vi xa hdi voi ¢o.”

“Tuyét,” Xemerius noi. “Van dé la Gwendolyn lam sao nhan bi€t dworc
chang cong t& kia c¢6 dia vi xa hdi nao.”

James nhin né chim chim. “C4i gi thé kia? Im di, im di, con meo dién!
Bi€n ngay!”

Xemerius hit mot ti€ng phin nd. “Vira néi cdi gi da'y?”

“Kia anh James!” T6i bao. “Anh nhin ky lai xem! P¢é 1a Xemerius, ban
cia em, a, h'on quy da. Xemerius, diy l1a anh James, cling 1a ban t&.”

James ridt phiang chi€c khan tw tay 40. Mui hoa chudéng swc 1én tdn mili
toi. “Khong cén bi€t né la céi thk gi... c¢6 dudi né di. N6 khién t6i nhé dén
h'6i ndm s6t xinh xjch va mo thd'y minh phdi day cich cw xt cho mdt con
bé nghich ngom.”

To6i théd dai. “Anh James, khong phdi mo, anh van chwa chiu hi€u a?
Hon hai tram nam trwedc, ¢ th€ anh ting bi s6t mé sang, nhing ma sau do
thi anh... cd anh va Xemerius, ca hai ngwoi... hai ngwoi déu...”

“... ngdm,” Xemerius bao. “Noi toet ra l1a the".” N6 ngoeo dau sang mot
bén. “Pung th¢’ ma. Ciu n6i vong vo lam gi?”

James phe phay chi€c khan tay. “T6i khong muén nghe. M¢o lam sao
bi€t no6i.”

“Trong ta ma giong meo a, con ma ngu xuan kia?” Xemerius kéu twong
1én.

“Chtr con gi ntra,” Anh James n6i ma khdng nhin lai. “C6 1€ trie d6i tai.
Ca ciip sting. Va doi canh. Ca céi dudi ky dj. Oi trdi, sao ma toi ghét nhing
con mé sang nay thé!”

Xemerius dirng giang hang tred'c mat James. Pudi né quit di quat lai
gian dwr. “Ta khong phai nhan vat trong con mé sang. Ta la quy.” R'6i né
phun ra nén nha mét bai nwde to dling vi buc bdi. “Mot con quy ddy quyén
ndng. Bi cac phu thiy va kién tric sw & thé&'ky thir 11 sau Cong nguyén phu
phép thanh quy da canh gitr ngon thap clia m6t nha tho khéng con ton tai tw
lau. TA'm than bang sa thach cfia ta bj phd hily tir hang trim nim trude, gicr
ta chi con 1 th& nay, ¢ th€ néi chi la cdi béng clia Ta thud ndo, vinh vién



chiu loi nguyén lang thang trén trai da't cho t&i khi né diét vong. Cho dén
ldc d6 chéc ciing con vai triéu nim.”

“Lalala, t6i khong nghe thay gi hét,” Anh James bao.

“Nguroi that dang thwong hai,” Xemerius néi. “Ngwoc voi nguoi, ta
khong con lya chon nao khac, b&i 1o nguyén phu thiy tréi ta vao sy ton tai
nay. Nhuwng ba't cr lic nao nguwoi ciling ¢ the’ budng tay tir bd phan lam ma
va vé noi ngwoi ta van dén khi qua doi.”

“Nhung ma t6i da chét dau, con meéo ngu xuan kia!” Anh James kéu
1én. “T6i chi bi bénh phai ndm trén giwdng v&i nhitng con mé sang kinh
khiing. Va néu gio ching ta khong d6i cha dé thi téi bo di day!”

“Puore r'oi,” Toi 187y gié lau bang ¢6” tham kho bai nwdc Xemerius vira
phun ra. “Ching ta ti€p tuc. Nhin chan chao cong t& cuing dia vi xa hoi...”

Xemerius lic dAu, bay vl qua bon tdi ra ctra. “Thdi d€ t& dirng canh
ctra. N&u ai d6 bit qua tang ciu dang nhdn chan chao thi ngwong chét
dworc.”

Gior giai lao khong du d€ t6i c6 th€ hoc hét nhirng ky nang ma anh
James mudn day. Nhung cudi cung téi da cé th€ phan biét dwoe ba cach
nhtn chin cdi chao khac nhau va cach dwa tay cho ngwoi khac hon. (That
may la tip tuc nay gio’ da roi vao quén lang.) Khi dam ban hoc quay tré lai,
James cidi minh chao tt biét, t6i con kip thi thdm cam on anh &Y.

“Thé& nao r6i?” Leslie hoi.

“James nghi Xemerius 12 mdt con me¢o ky qudi d€n tw nhitng con mé
sang cda anh ay,” Toi k€ cho Leslie. “T¢ chi hy vong nhirng gi anh &y vira
day t& khong bi bop méo bdi con mé sang. Con gio’ t& da biét t& phai lam
gi néu dwore gidi thi€u voi cdng twde x& Devon.”

“O, t6t qud,” Leslie n6i. “Thé cdu phai lam gi?”

“Nhiin chan that thAp va that 1au,” T6i néi. “Lau g4n biang cii chao dirc
vua, 1au hon lic chao hdu twdc hodc ba twde. Thiye ra thi rd't don gian. Con
lai 1a ludn ngoan ngoan mim cwoi gio tay ra cho ngwoi ta mit chun chut.”

“Hay day chir, t& khong nghi 1ao James lai c6 ldc hiru ich thé.” Leslie
n€ phuc nhin quanh. “Ciu s€ khi€n moi ngwoi & thé ky 18 phai kinh ngac.”

“Hy vong th€’,” T6i n6éi. Tam trang t6i han hoan sudt nhung ti€t hoc con
lai. Charlotte va Méi bdnh cuén s€ con phai kinh ngac khi t6i thAm chi con



phan biét dwoc tau di€n ha va bam dai nhan. Miac du ho da ¢6” gidi thich cho
t6i bang cach phtkc tap nha't c6 thé.

“A, t& dd nghi ra mot gia thuy&t vé phép thudt ciia loai qua,” Leslie néi
sau khi tan hoc, khi bon tdi dang trén dwong t 1op ra téi ta dyng 0.
“Thyc ra thi n6 qua don gidn nén khong ai nghi t&i. Sdng mai chdng ta s€
gap nhau & nha ciu. T s€ dem theo ta't cd nhirng gi t& thu thiap dwoc. Néu
me to khong dinh 1én k& hoach quét don va phan phat ging tay cao su cho
ca gia dinh...”

“Gwenny?” Cynthia Dale dap mot phat vao lwng toi ti phia sau. “Cau
con nh¢& Regina Curtiz, nam ngodi con hoc cung 1&p véi chi gai to? Gior chi
&y dang phai nim bénh vién vi bénh bi€ng #n. Cu ciing mudn theo vio
da’y a?”

“Khong,” T61 giat minh dap.

“Puworc, the thi an cai nay! Ngay ldp tirc!” Cynthia quzatng cho t61 mot
cai keo caramel. T6i ngoan ngodn boc gidy keo. Nhuwng vira dinh bd vao
miéng thi Cythia ngan voi. “Khoan da! Cau dinh an that a? Khdng phai cau
dang an kiéng?”

“Khong,” T61 lai dap.

“Thé 1a Charlotte bo'c phét. Ban &y bao ciu khong t¢i an trira vi mudn
gay nhw ban dYy... Tra keo diy. Cau c6 bi bi€ng an dau.” Cynthia ty bd tot
keo vao miéng. “Pay la gid'y moi dy sinh nhit t&. Lai mdt buoi tiéc hda
trang. Cha dé nam nay la co xanh thdt xanh. Cau duegc phép dem theo ban
trai.”

“Ha...?”

“T& cling néi voi Charlotte y hét. Khdng céan biét ai trong sd cac ciu
dem duworc hin t&i, mién 12 hdn c6 mit trong budi tiéc ca t&.”

“N6 dién roi1,” Leslie thi tham.

“T& nghe thdy day,” Cynthia bao. “Leslie, ciu cling dwgc phép dem
theo Max.”

“Cyn, bon t¢& da chia tay nhau nira nadm r6i.”

“Q, th& thi that t&,” Cynthia néi. “Lan nay hinh nhw it con trai qu4.
Hodc cac géu dem theo ai d6, hodc t& s€ phai loai ra mot s6 c¢O nang.
Aishani chang han. Nhwng ¢6 1€ n6 s€ khong d€n vi bd me n6 khong cho di



ti€éc tung n€u c6 mat con trai... Oi Chia o1, cdi gl thé’kia? Ai cidu t& mot
cai d€ to bi€t dang mo hay tinh day?”

Cdi gi thé¢ kia 12 mot thanh nién cao 1én v&i mdi téc vang cit ngin. Hén
dirng cling thay Whitman trwdc ctra phong thay hiéu treédng. To6i tha’y hin
quen quen mot cach ky la.

“A.” Cynthia rd 1én. Leslie dd cu cho n6é mdt cdi theo diing yéu cau.

Thay Whitman va anh chang kia quay lai. Khi 4nh mét xanh luc dudi
hang mi day lwdt qua t6i, ngay 1ap tirc t6i bi€t nguwoi la mat kia 1a ai. Trod
a! Gio 0 1€ Leslie nén ca'u ca toi.

“Vwra ding lic,” Thay Whitman bao. “Raphael, day 1a ba ban hoc cung
16p v&i em. Cynthia Dale, Leslie Hay va Gwendolyn Shepherd. Cac em
chao Raphael Bertelin di, tir thir Hai ban &y sé vao 1&p cac em.”

“Chao ban,” Leslie 1am bam. Con t6i va Cynthia d6ng thanh: “That a?”

Raphael mim cwoi nhin bon t6i, nghénh ngang dut tay tdi quéan. Trong
hin khd gidng Gideon, tuy tré hon mdt chiit. Hin c¢6 doi mdi day din hon
va lan da c6 chit mau d6ng cr nhw vira nghi bdn tuan & Caribe. C6 1€ tat
cd nhitng ngwdi may min s6ng & mién Nam nude Phdp trong déu nhw thé.

“Sao cdu chuyén treong gitra chirng?” Leslie hdi. “Céu giy chuyén gi
a?r’

Raphael cwoi toe toét. “Con tlly xem cdu dinh nghia thé” nao la giy
chuyén,” Hin dap. “Thyc ra t& t&i day vi chan hoc qué roi. Nhung vi mot
vai ly do khéc...”

“Raphael chuyén tir Phdap dé€n day,” Thay Whitman chen vao. “Di nao,
Raphael, thay hiéu tredng Gilles dang dogii.”

“Thitr Hai giip lai nhé,” Raphael néi. T6i c6 cdm gidc hén chi néi v&i
minh Leslie.

Cynthia doi t&i khi thdy Whitman va Raphael bién ma't vao phong thay
hiéu tredng Gilles, roi né gio’ ca hai tay Ién tran nha kéu 1€n: “Xin cdm on!
Xin cdm on Chda d3 1ang nghe 10 cAu nguyén ctia con.”

Leslie hich t6i. “Tréng ciu cir nhw bi xe bus cdn qua chan vay.”

“Deoi t& k€ cho cdu biét nguwoi d6 1a ai,” Toi thi thao. “R6i trong ciu
cting hét the¢’ cho xem.”



MGoi tho'i dai la mot con nhan s,
gidi md sw bi an ciia no
khdc nao day no xuéng vwe sdu.
HEINRICH HEINE



CHUONG 7

L'an cham tran v&i em trai Gideon va cudc tro chuyén voi vang véi Leslie
sau d6 (n6 hdi ca chuc Tan “Cau c6 chic khong?” to1 dap lai chuc Tan “Hoan
toan chic chin!” R6i bon tdi con thot 1én ca trim Tan “Pién mat thdi!”,
“T& khong twdng twong duwoc!” va “Cau nhin tha’y d6i mat clia hin chir?”)
khién t0i t&i chd chi€c Limousine dang d¢i sau Charlotte mot hdi 14u.
Marley lai dwgrc ¢ toi don bon t6i. Trong anh ta con bon chdn hon bao
gior hét. Xemerius ngdi phe phay dudi trén néc xe. Charlotte da ngy sin &
gh& sau, cau ¢6 nhin t6i: “Em & chd chét tiét nao ma lau thé? Pung bao gior
bit mdt nguwdi nhuw Giordano phai doi. Toi thay hinh nhw em van chua biét
tran trong viéc duoc thu gido noi 6ng ay.”

Marley do t6i vao xe voi vé mat gwong gao r'oi dong cira lai.

“C6 chuyén gi a?” Toi e 1a t6i da 100 mat chuyén gi d6 quan trong, vé
mit ctia Charlotte cang khién tdi chéc chén.

Khi xe chuyén banh, Xemerius tha nguoi lot qua néc vao trong, roi bich
xudng ghé&” d6i dién vi toi. Nhw In treedre, Marley ngdi canh 14i xe.

“HOom nay em 1dm on c& ging nhiéu hon mot chit,” Charlotte bao.
“T61 th@y phat ngeong, du gi thi em cling 1a em ho t61.”

T6i budc phai phé 1én cwdi. “Thdi di Charlotte! Chi khong can dién vdi
em lam gi. Nhin em hdu ddu nhu thé, chic hin chi phai sung swéng vo
bién.”

“Khong phai vay!” Charlotte 1ic dau. “Em van ludn c6 167 suy nghi rat
dac treng cho thdi suy bung ta ra bung ngwoi rd't tré con ciia em. Moi
ngwoi chi mudn gitp em, d€ em... khong vung vé lam hdng moi chuyén.
Mic du, cling ¢6 the bay gio' em khdng con co’ hdi nao ntra. T6i ¢ the€ hinh
dung l1a ho s€ hiy bd moi chuyén...”

“Nhung, vi sao?”



Charlotte im 1ang nhin t61 h'61 lau, réi chi ta n61 gan nhw khodi tra:
“R'6i em cling s€ sodm dwoc bi€t. Néu dwoc biét.”

“Co chuyén gi a?” To6i héi, nhwng khong héi Charlotte ma 1a Xemerius.
To6i c6 ngu dau. “Marley da k& chuyén gi ban nay?”

“Toan nhirng thir map mo,” Xemerius néi, con Charlotte mim chat moi
nhin ra ctra s0. “Hinh nhw c6 sy ¢6 trong ci vueot thoi gian sang nay cla
a... 0... cuc da 1ap lanh...” N6 dung du6i gai 16ng may.

“Purng ¢6 dori ngwoi ta méc hong roi moi chiu néi!”

Charlotte, dworng nhién nghi tdi dang ndi v&i chi ta, trd 1ovi: “Néu khong
téi mudn thi em da bié€t roi.”

“...Kim cwong” Xemerius néi. “Ai do da... i cha, t& phai dién dat thé&’
nao nhi? Hinh nhuw ai d6 d4 tah cho hin mét tran.”

Ruot toi thit lai. “Céi gi?”

“Binh tinh ndo,” Xemerius néi. “Han van sdng. Theo nhw nhitng gi t&
hiéu dwoe tr mé 1am nham cia ga tée dd. Oi troi da't oi! Mt cdu bac ra
nhw vdi r'oi kia. Oi, 6i, gio cdu khong dinh non ra xe da’y ch? Lam on trim
tinh lai di nao.”’

“Khong th€,” Toi thi tham. T6i thwe sy choang vang.

“Em khong thé cai gi?” Charlotte nghién rang. “Piéu dau tién ma mot
ngrdi mang gien phai hoc d6 1a dep bd nhitng nhu cAu riéng tw va cd ging
hét strc cho sy nghiép chung. Con em thi nguwoc lai.”

Tdi twdng twong ra canh Gideon mau me dam dia nim trén nén nha.
T6i gan nhw ngat thé.

“Nhirng nguoi khdc s& sdn sang xin chét d& dwoc Giordano chi gio.
Con em thi ¢t nhw b tra tin khong bang.”

“Charlotte, im di!” To6i thot én.

Charlotte lai quay mét ra ctra s0. Toi run 1ay bay.

Xemerius x0e mong ra, dit 1én dau goi toi vo vE. “DE xem t& ¢b the tim
ra diéu gi khong. T¢ s€ di tim ciu ban trai wa hon hit cia ciu r'oi bdo céo
lai tinh hinh, th& dworc chwa? Nhung dwng khoc! Néu khong té sé con cang
thaalng hon va phun nuwdc ra cdi ghé boc da nay. Co chi ho cuia ciu s€ nghi la
cau te ra quan.”



N6 vl qua n6c xe bay mat. Phai hon mdt ti€ng rwedi 1€ thé sau né mai
xud't hién lai canh t6i.

Sudt mot ti€ng rudi, tdi vat vor nhw cdi xac khong h'on khi hinh dung ra
khong bi€t bao nhiéu th kinh khing. Cang té hon, khi ching tdi dén
Temple va gip ldo sw phu khéc nghiét dang rinh sin. Toi chealng cO bung da
nao d€ nghe nhirng loi gidng gidi cia Giordano vé chinh sach thudc dia hay
bit chudc nhitng burdc nhdy ctia Charlotte. N&u Gideon lai bj ddm ngudi
c6 ki&€m tan cong va T4n nay hin khong chong cy ndi thi sao? Hét vé ra
canh hin mdu me didy ngwdi nidm trén mit dat, toi lai twdng twong hin
dang nidm trong phong cAp ciru, ngwdi ndi nhing nhit 6ng truyén, mit
tring béch hon tAm vai trdi giwong. Sao & day khong c6 ai d€ tdi c6 thé hodi
thim vé tinh hinh ctia hdn?

Cudi cung thi Xemerius cling xuyén thflng qua twong vao CO yén
phong.

“Sao ro61?” Toi khong them ngd ngang gi déh Giordano va Charlotte.
Ho dang day toi cdch vd tay hoan ho trong da tiéc & thé ky 18. Pwong
nhién la hoan toan khéc so v&i nhirng gi toi lam.

“DPo6 1a ddng tdc ndn bot 1am banh,” Giordano néi. “Nhw dam con nit v
tay trong hd cét khi vui mung théi... Gio né lai héch mét di dau thé khong
bi€t? Ta phdt dién mat!”

“Moi chuyén On cd, c6 bé ddng rom,” Xemerius mim cwoi vui vé. “Anh
chang chi bi ting mot nhat vao dau va bat tinh nhan sy maYy ti€ng. Nhung
trong c6 vé dau hin ding 14 bang kim cwong, hin tham chi con khong bi
chan throng so ndo. Riéng vét thuwong trén trdn thi khién hén... 3, o...
thoi, dwng, dwng tdi mét mat nira! Té da bao moi chuyén 6n ma!”

T61 hit mot hoii that sdu, mwng tdi mikrc bai hodi ca ngwoi.

“Phai th& chr,” Xemerius noi. “Chflng c6 1y do gi d&€ nhing 1én ca.
Ring ngudi yéu vin nguyén cd ham tring béng. Hin chiti rda mot minh
nay gio, t& cho d6 1a mot da'u hiéu t6t.”

Ta on Chua. Ta oon Chia. Ta oon Chua.

Nhung ngudi sip nhing cd 1én lai chinh 1a Giordano. K& xdc. Dot nhién
to1 chfmg d¢ tim dé&n nhitng 10 cdn nhdn cta 130. Ma ngwoc lai. Nhin
grong mit van vén duong rau clia 1o cir doi tir dd sang tim md&i thd vi lam
sao.



Ong George t&i vira vin kip ngin Moi bdanh cudén vung tay dinh tat toi
vi tire gidn.

“Twdng la khong th€, vdy ma hdm nay lai con t& hon,” Giordano ngoi
phich xuéng mdt cai gh€ nhd xinh, 18y khan tay thim md hoi dong trén
mau da hién thoi clia 130. “Sudt cd budi né cir girong mét &ch nhin di dau
2y, n€u khong bi€t ro thi c6 1€ to1 da doan nd ngao da.”

“Giordano, xin ong...” Ong George néi. “Ngay hom nay khong dwoc
tot cho 1dm...”

“Th&"... anh 4% sao r6i?” Charlotte hdi khé&, mit li&c xéo tdi.

“Twong thich v&i su c&,” Ong George nghiém nghi.

MOt Tan nira Charlotte lai liéc tdi thim do. Tdi tritng mét nhin lai. Ligu
chi ta c6 vui swong mot cdch bénh hoan khi bi€t dwoe diéu gi d6 ma chi
cho rang t6i dang néng long mudn bigt?

“N6i linh tinh,” Xemerius néi. “Hén khde nhw voi, tin t& di, cung a!
Vira ndy hin con ngdn hét ca tang thit bé ran to twéng v&i khoai tdy ran va
rau. Nghe thé€ ¢6 giong nhw tirong thich vori sw c6’khong?”

Giordano byc boi vi khong ai théem nghe 130. “T6i chi khong muén cudi
cung moi nguwoi lai d6 hét 1én dau tdi,” Lao rit 1én r'oi gat ghé€” sang bén.
“T6i teng lam viéc voi ra't nhiéu tai nang an danh va cdc vi nhén trén thé&’
gioi, nhung chwa bao gior vo phai logi nay.”

“Ong Giordano than mén, dng thira biét chiing tdi ddnh gid 6ng cao d&n
mic nao. Va khong c¢6 ai thich hgp hon d€ chuan bi cho Gwendolyn...”
Ong George im bit, vi Giordano da biu moi, ha't cdi dau v&i maéi tée bé
tong 1én.

“Pung ¢6 bao 1a to6i khong bdo triedre.” Lo cdm cau. “Toi chi doi hdi ¢
vay.”

“Puoe r'6i,” dng George thd dai. “Toi... a, thodi. T6i s€ chuyén 1o lai.
bi thoéi, Gwendolyn.”

To6i da thao vay va can than d€ 1én trén gh& dwong cam. “Tam biét,” t6i
néi v&i Giordano.

Lo van git nguyén bo miit din ddi. “Tai sao khong vinh biét cho vui?”



Ong George k& cho tdi nghe chuyén xdy ra lic sdng, trén dwong di t&i
phong Gia kim thuat cii. Con dwdng nay gior quen dén ndi cé bj bit mét toi
cling Tan ra dwore. Ong hoi ngac nhién khi biét Marley chwa cho t6i biét tin,
con toi thi chéng bu®n gidi thich vi sao.

Gideon dwgc giao mot nhi€ém vy nhd (6ng George khong mudn cho tdi
biét cu thé) va vé qua khir bing may dong h'o (vé nim nao thi 6ng George
cling khong tiét 1& cho toi). Hai tié€ng dong h'6 sau, ngudi ta tim th'y hin
nam bat tinh trén mot 187 di gan phong ci't may dong h'd. Vét thwong trén
trdn hén trong nhw bi mot vat twra cAy chily gy ra. Gideon khdng con nhé
duwoc gi, ké tAn cong chic hin da phuc kich roi ra tay.

“Nhung ai...?”

“Chung ta khong bi€t. That la mot tinh huéng gay go, nha't la trong tinh
hinh hién nay. Ching ta da ki€m tra k¥ clu &%y, trén ngwoi khong c6 bat ci
vé&t chich nao d€ c6 the kh:flng dinh ring ciu Ay di bj 1ay mau...”

“Mau trén tran khong phai cling du r'6i sao?” To6i rung minh hdi khé.

“Ciing c6 th&” Ong George céng nhan. “Nhung néu... nu mudn chic
in thi k& d6 phai 14y mau bang cdch khéc. C6 vd s& kha niing d€ gidi thich
viéc nay. Khong ai bi€t t61 qua Gideon s€ xua't hién tai do, nhw vy khong
th€ ¢ ai d6 rinh sin ciu ay. Pay c6 1& 1a cudc cham mit tinh co. C6... &
mot s& nam nhédt dinh ¢é nhan nhan nhirng ké mo am, lra ddo, tdi pham va
nhirng phén t& ba't hdo khac. Ban than ta cho diy la sy tinh co’ xui xéo...”
Ong ding hing. “Di sao thi Gideon c6 vé& da vrot qua dwoc cd hi€m héc
nay, vi bac si White khong tim thdy v€t thwong nguy hi€m nao. Thé nén
hai dira s& van tham dv da tiéc t&i vao trea Chll nhat nhw da dinh.” Ong bat
croi. “Budn cwoi nhi, tiéc tdi vao trea Chua nhat.”

Lic nay ma cwoi dwoee thi la that. “Gideon dang & dau a?” Toéi sdt rudt
héi. “Trong bénh vién?”

“Khong. Ciu &y dang nghi ngoi, ta hy vong thé. Cau &y chi t&i bénh
vién d& chup cét 1&p. May qud, ngudi ta khong tim tha'y gi nén ciu Ay da tw
cho phép minh xudt vién. B&i vi tdi qua em trai cdu &y bat ngo toi
tham...”

“Chdu biét,” To6i néi. “HOm nay thdy Whitman da ding ky cho Raphael
& treong Saint Lennox.” Ong George thé dai ndo nudt. “Thing nhéc &y bd
nha ra di sau khi cung dam ban be lam tro ngu ngoc gi dd’y. Viéc ong Falk



gitr Raphael & Anh thit 1a ngd ngan. Trong thoi buoi loan lac nay, ta't ca
ching ta, nha't 1a Gideon, thi€u gi viéc quan trong hon la trong coi bon tré
cirng dau... Nhwng 6ng Falk chwa tirng tor chdi bat cir yéu cau nao cla
Selina. D61 voi Raphael thi day cé 1€ 1a co hdi cudi cung d€ t6t nghiép
trung hoc, cich xa It ban 1am hw hdng né.”

“Selina... 1a me¢ cua Gideon va Raphael phai khong a?”

“Ping,” Ong George bdo. “La ngudi cho hai dita thira hwdng d6i mét
xanh tuyét dep d6. Pén noi roi. Chau thdo khén ra.”

L’an nay chi ¢6 téi va 6ng trong phong cat mdy dong h'o.

“Charlotte qua quy€t la nhttng dy dinh dén thé' ky 18 ¢6 the sé bi hiy vi
chuyén nay,” Téi tran tré hy vong. “Hodc bi hoan? Chi d€ Gideon cé thoi
gian nghi ngoi va chau ciing ¢ the tap luyén thém mdt chut...”

Ong George 14c dau. “Khong. Chiing ta s& khong lam vay. Chiing ta s&
ti€n hanh ta't ca nhirng bién phap phong bi an toan nhw c¢6 the, nhung ba
twdrc doi hdi mot tién trinh thoi gian chit ché. Gideon va chdu sé van ¢6
mit trong budi da tiéc ngay kia, chic chin th¢. Hom nay chdu c6 mudn tré
veé nam déc biét nao khong?”

“Khong a,” Téi ra vé that tho o. “Bi nh6t dwdi hAm ngam thi nam nao
cha th&’, phai khong a?”

Ong George can than c&i chiéc khin nhung boc mdy dong h'd. “Chinh
xéac. Thwong thi ching ta hay d€ Gideon vé nam 1953. B6 1a mét nam kha
binh yén. Chiing ta chi ¢an khéng d€ cu 4y cham mit chinh minh.” Ong
cwoi nu. “Hinh dung ra canh bi nh6t ddu d6 v&i chinh minh, ta tha'y kha
rung ron.” Ong xoa xoa cdi bung tron va dim chiéu nhin vao khoang
khong. “Chéu tha’y nam 1956 thé¢" nao? D6 cling 1a mot nam ra't binh yén.”

“Vang, nghe rat tuyét,” To1 noi.

Ong George dwa dén pin cho tdi va thdo nhin khdi ngén tay. “Chi
phong treong hop... nhwng ding s, tdm hai rwdi sang thi bdo dam khong
cé ai toi dau.”

“Hai rwoi sang?” Toi that kinh 18p lai. Lam sao t6i di tim 6ng ngoai
duwoc vao lic nra dém? Chflng ai lai tin chuyén toi bi lac dudi fdng hdm
vao lic hai reei sang. C6 the trong nha con chflng cé ai. The thi ta't ca déu
cong coc! “Oi, 6ng George, xin ding! Ong dirng bét chau mot minh vé cdi
hdm mo rung ron kia gitra lic dém hom...!”



“Nhung ma Gwendolyn, c6 gi dau, sdu dwdi long dat, trong can ham
khéa kin...”

“Chdu s¢... ban dém 18m! Xin 6ng, du gi cling dirng bit chau mdt
minh...” T6i tuyét vong d&n ndi ra nwdc méit nhoa 1& ma khong can phai
gia vo.

“Thoi dwoe,” Poi mét bé ti clia 6ng George nhin tdi thong cam. “Ta
quén mat l1a chau... Vay ta chon mét thoi di€ém khac. Ba gio chiéu, dwoc
khong?”

“Thé& t6t hon a,” T6i néi. “Cam on 6ng.”

“Khong ¢6 gi.” Ong George roi méit khdi may dong h'd, mim cwdi nhin
toi. “Thwc ra ching ta da doi hdi & chau qua nhiéu, né€u la ta thi ta cling
tha’y bat an khi phdi & mot minh trong hdam. Hon ntra, d6i khi chau lai con
nhin th&y nhirng thir ma ngwoi khac khong nhin dwoec...”

“Vang, cdm on 6ng dd nhic chdu nhé t&i diéu nay,” To6i ndi. N&u
Xemerius c6 mit & ddy, chic chdn n6 s& buyc minh 1dm vé ti “nhitng thir”
kia. “Thé& con vu hdm md chira ddy d4u lau, xwong xau & ngay bén canh thi
sao a?”’

“0,” Ong George thd't 1én. “Ta khong mudn 1am chéu so' thém.”

“Ong ding lo,” Tdi n6i. “Chdu khéng so ngudi chét. Ngwoc lai, khic
voi ngeoi dang song, theo kinh nghiém ctia chdu, ho chfmg lam gi minh.”
Nhéan thdy 6ng George nhwdng may, t6i voi boi thém: “Pwong nhién la du
vay chdu van s¢ ho va chdu khong mudn ng'6i mot minh ban dém bén canh
ham mo dau...” T6i chia mot tay ra, tay kia dp chit cip vao ngudi. “Ong
lam on Tan nay 18y ngén thir tw, ngén d6 chwa téi lwot bao gio'.”

Khi 18y chia khéa va m& manh gidy 6ng Lucas gidu sau vién gach ra, tim
toi ddp nhu trong tran. Trén gid’y chi ghi chir Latin, khong ¢ 1&i nhéin
riéng. Mat khau cta ngay dai qua nén tdi khdong c¢6 hoc thudc lam gi. Toi
14’y but bi trong cdp chép lai vao 1ong ban tay. Ong Lucas ciing v& ca mot
tdm ban d6 tAng ham. Tw day t6i chi ¢in ra ctra r'oi ré€ phai, sau do ré trai
ba I4n 1a d&n chd cAu thang 1n ¢6 linh gdc dau tién. Cra mé toang khi toi
xoay chia. Tdi can nhic trong gidy 1at nhung réi quyét dinh khong khéa lai,
phong trrong hop t6i voi quay vé day. Khong khi dwdi nay ¢6 mui am méc



va nhin nhirng birc twong s& dé dang nhan ra tudi tho cta tAng ham. Tréan
thdp va cdc 167 di rd't hep. C vai bwdce lai ré sang 167 khac hodc ¢6 cira
xuyén twong. N&u khong c6 den pin va tAm ban d6 clia 6ng ngoai thi chic
t0i da lac, mic du t6i van thd'y dwdi ndy quen thudc mot cdch khé hiéu.
Pén doan cudi ré trai toi cau thang, toi nghe tha’y ti€ng nguoi va 18y hoi
that sau.

Lic nay quan trong 1a phai c6 mot 1y do chinh dang d€ thuy€t phuc toan
linh canh cho t0i qua. Khdc v&i thé ky 18, trong hai ngudi ndy chang ¢6 gi
nguy hi€m. Ho dang ng'6i choi bai dwdi chan cau thang. T6i ngang nhién
budrc tdi. Trong thay tdi, mot nguoi budng rovi 14 bai con nguwoi kia bat day,
cudng quyt chup 18’y thanh ki€m dyng bén twong.

“Xin chao,” To1 manh dan no6i. “To61 khong lam phi€n cac ciu dau.”

“Lam sao... lam... 1am sao?” Ngudi thit nhat 1ap bap, con ngudi thix
hai ndm chudi ki€m va ludng Iy nhin toi.

“Ki&m khong phai 1a thir vii khi ¢c&' 10 & thé& ky 20 sao?” Tdi ngac nhién
hoi. “Cac anh s€ lam gi n€u ngwoi ta cam lyu dan qua day? Hodc stng
may?”

“(y day it khi c6 ngudi qua lai,” Ngwdi ¢dm kiém mim cwdi ngwong
nghiu. “Pay chfmg qua Ia thit vii khi truyén thong d€...” Anh lic dau nhu
mudn tap trung tinh than, r6i hin ding thfmg 1€n. “Mat khau?”

Toi li€c 1€n long ban tay. “Nam quod in iuventus non discitur, in matura
aetate nescitur.”

“Chinh xdc,” Nguwoi van ng'oi trén bic thang ddp. “Nhung cho phép toi
héi ¢6 trr dau t&i?”

“Tw Bo Tw phdp,” Toi néi. “Mot 161 di tit cuc hay. N&u c6 dip toi s& chi
cho cdc anh. Nhung hién gio t6i dang c6 mot cudc hen v6 cuing quan trong
voi Lucas Montrose.”

“Ngai Montrose? T6i khong bi€t hdm nay ngai &y c6 & day khong,”
Nguoi cam ki€m ndi, con ngwoi kia bao: “Ching t6i sé dwa cd 1én, nhwng
tredre d6 ¢6 phai xung tén d€ ching t6i ghi lai.”

T6i ndi ra cdi tén tdi nghi t&i dau tién. C6 1€ hoi hap tap.

“Violet Man H6ng?” Nguwoi cdm ki€m 1dp lai kinh ngac, trong khi
ngudi kia ngdm nghia chan tdi. C6 18 dd dai clia chiéc vdy dong phuc



treong toi khong hop véi thdi trang nim 1956 1dm. Mic k&, hin phai co
ma chiu.

“Vang,” T6i dap hoi cdu kinh, vi téi dang byc chinh minh. “C6 1y do gi
d€ cwoi nhi? Pau phai ai ciing tén 1a Smith hay Miller. Ta di dwgc chwa?”

Hai ngwoi no tranh cai mot lic xem ai dworc dan t6i 1én. R'0i ngwoi cAm
ki€m nhwong bo va lai ung dung ng'di xudng bac cau thang. Trén dwong di
1én, ngwoi kia mudn biét tdi da twng toi day chwa. Toi ddp dwong nhién,
nhiéu T4n 12 ddng khdc, Long dién thit qua dep, phai khong, mot nika gia
dinh t6i 1a thanh vién ctia D6i Cén vé day. Thé l1a ngwoi kia dot nhién nho
ra chic nhu dinh d6ng cot rang hin di ting gip toi trong budi tiéc vdn Tan
truede.

“Co chinh 1a ngwoi di rét nwde chanh phai khong? Cung voi quy ba
Gainsley.”

“A, &, ding th&’” Tbi ddp. Ngay 14p tirc chiing toi hao himg tin giu vé
khong khi tuyét hdo ctia buoi tiéc veeon, vé nhirng khém h'éng va ddm quan
khach ma toi chflng h€ quen bi€t. (Nhuwng di€éu nay cing khong ngan dworc
toi binh pham vé cdi mil ky di cua ba Lamotte va vé viéc chinh 6ng Mason
tinh tang v&i ¢6 thw ky, that 1a x&u mat!)

Khi di qua nhirng 6 ctra s& dau tién, t6i t0 mo nhin ra bén ngoai, moi
thir déu rat quen mat. That ky la khi biét thanh phd phia bén ngoai nhitng
birc trdng ton nghiém cia Temple khdc hin so véi thoi cla toi. Ky la dén
ndi tdi chi mudn nhao ra dé6 ngdm nghia d€ c6 the tin vao mat minh.

T&i Tau mot, ngwei linh canh gé ctira mdt van phong. Toi doc tén 6ng
ngoai trén bién va cam thdy ty hao vo cung. T6i ding l1a da lam dworc!

“C6 ¢6 Man Hong muén gidp ngai Montrose,” Ngwoi linh néi qua khe
cura.

“Cam on anh da dwa t6i 1€n day,” Toi néi khi len qua anh ta vao trong
phong. “Hen gap anh vao tiéc veeon Ian téi.”

“Vang, t6i cling rat mong th€&,” Anh ta dap nhwng tdi da sap nhanh cura.
Tbi dic thing quay ngudi lai. “Gio 6ng s& néi gi nao?”

“Ti€u thw... a, 0... Mdn Hong?” Nguwoi dan Ong phia sau ban gidy tron
mét nhin t6i. Chic chin day khong phai 12 6ng ngoai. To6i kinh ngac nhin
ky. Anh ta rat tré, gan nhr mot thiéu nién. Khudn mit tron tria nhin nhui
v&i 4nh mét sdng than thién, toi thA'y qud ddi than quen.



“Ong George?” T6i kinh ngac hoi.

“Chiing ta biét nhau?” Ong George thoi tré nhom dirng 1én.

“Vang, tAt nhién. Trong budi tiéc vueon Tan trude,” Toi 14p bip trong
khi quay cudng trong dau. “T6i chinh la ngwoi di rét nwde chanh... th&
Ong ngoai... a ngai Lucas ddu? Ngai &y khdong néi 1a hdm nay c6 hen voi
t61?”

“Tbi 1a thw ky ctia ngai va m&i 1am viéc & ddy it 1au,” Ong George ling
bing ngwong ngung. “Ma khong, ngai khong dan gi. Nhwng ngai s€ quay
lai ngay. Moi ¢6 ng6i dgi dwoe khong, ¢6...7”

“Méan Hong!”

“DPung roi1. To1 goi ca phé cho c6 nhé?” George di vong qua ban va 18y
cho t6i chi€c gh& ma t6i dang can gdp. P6i chan toi run 1ay bay. “Khong,
xin cam on, khdng can ca phé dau.”

George lvong ly quan sét t6i. To6i lang thinh nhin lai.

“C06 ¢6 thudc... nhém hwdong dao sinh?”

“Gicoa?’

“Y t6i chi 14, vi bo d6ng phuc.”

“Khong.” Toi chéng the’ 1am gi khac ngoai viéc ti€p tuc nhin George.
Ping 12 éng &y, khong th€ nhiam 14n! Ong George ciia nim muoi lim nim
sau gidng Ong Ay hién gio t¢i kinh ngac, chi khdc & chd George sau nay
khong con ti toc nao, deo kinh va c6 chiéu cao trong dwong bé ngang.

Ngwoc lai, dng George thoi tré ¢6 kha nhiéu téc, dau ré ng6i chin chu,
xit gdm bong lodng, voc dang manh khanh. C6 1€ cam tha’y ba't tién khi bi
nhin chim cham, dng George dd mit quay tré lai ban va 1at gid dong gidy
tor. TOi twdng twong Ong s€ néi gi n€u gio’ tdi 14y chiéc nhan trién cha ong
tw tdi ra.

T6i va 6ng ng6i im ldng nhw thé” it nhat mwoi 1am phit. R6i ctra phong
bat mé& va 6ng ngoai budc vao. Trong thdy toi, ong trd mit mdt thodng,
trede khi kip trdn tinh lai va thot 1én: “Oi, xem kia, ¢d em ho bé nhd yéu
quy cua ta!”

T6i dirng bat diy. K€ tw Tan gap cudi cung, 6ng Lucas Montrose da
tredng thanh hon han. Ong mic bd complet trang nha, deo no va d€ kicu
ria mép khong hop cho 1dm. Bo ria cti nhdt khi 6ng hdn 1&én m4 toi.



“Ta that vui qud, Hazel than yéu! Em dinh & trong thanh phd bao 1au?
Th& bd me c6 1€n cung khong?”

“Khong a,” T6i 1ap bip. Khong ngd ti lai phai dong vai cdi co Hazel
kinh khiing kia! “B& me & nha, v&i 1 meo...”

“A, con day 1a anh Thomas George, thw ky m&i caa ta, Thomas, ddy 1a
Hazel Montrose tir Glousceshire. Ta da k&€ v&i anh 1a con bé s€ som t&i
tham ta.”

“Tbi clt tedng cd Ay tén 1a Man Hong!” Ong George néi.

“Vang,” Toi dap. “Pung la thé& that. Tén dém the hai cda t6i. Hazel
Violet Montrose Man H6ng, nhwng ai ma nhé ndi cdi tén nhw thé?”

Ong ngoai nhiu may nhin t6i. “Bay gio ta s& di dao mot chit véi
Hazel,” Ong quay sang néi v&i 6ng George. “Puoc chit? N&u ¢6 ai héi thi
anh ctr bao ta dang ban ti€p than cha.”

“Vang, thwa ngai Montrose,” George c6 lam vé mat tinh bo.

“Tam biét,” Td1 noi.

Ong Lucas nim tay toi kéo ra khoi phong. Ca hai c¢& gwong cwdi. Mii
dé&n khi déng canh ctra ning né ctia ng6i nha sau lwng va ra d&€n con dwong
nhd rye ning, hai 6ng chdu mdi 1én tiéng.

“Chau khong mu6n lam ba Hazel kinh di 8y dau,” T6i trach roi to mo
nhin quanh. C6 vé nhv Temple khong may thay doi trong sau nam muwoi
lam ndm, néu khong tinh dé€n nhitng chiéc 6 t6. “Trong chau giéng nguwoi
tum dudi meo quay tit trén dau sao?”

“Man Hong!” Ong Lucas ciing 1én tiéng trach méc y hét. “Khong giy
chid y m&i 12 la!” R'6i 6ng 6m 1Yy vai téi va ngdm ky tdi. “DE€ ta xem ndo,
chdu gdi! Trong chau van hét nhw tdm ndm vé truede.”

“Véng, thi m&i hom kia chir dau,” T6i dap.

“Khéng thé tin ndi,” Ong Lucas néi. “Trong sudt nhirng nim qua ta ci
nghi ¢6 1& d6 chi 1a mdt gid'c mo...”

“HOom qua chdu cé vé nam 1953, nhwng chdu khong chi di c6 mét
minh.”

“HOm nay ching ta ¢6 bao nhiéu thoi gian?”

“Chau toi day ldc ba gior theo mdi gio hién tai, ding sdu rwedi chau phai
quay ve.”



“It ra chidng ta con c6 chit thoi gian d€ néi chuyén. Bi nao, & géc phd’
kia c6 mot qudn ca phé nhd, ching ta c6 thé t&i d6 udng tra.” Ong Lucas
khodc tay to6i r'oi hai 6ng chdu di vé huwdng Strand. “Cé 1€ chau khong tin,
nhwng ta m&i 1én chic bd” dwge ba thang,” Ong vira di vira k& “Phai cong
nhan dé la cam gidc ra't twyét. Va ta nghi, chon Arista la quy€t dinh dung
din. Nguwoc lai n&u 1a Claudine Seymore thi hdng hin. Ngoai ra nguoi ta
con d6n ba &y thich nhau nhet. Nhiu tw ldc sang som.” Hai 6ng chau doc
theo con dwong nhd, budc qua cong vom r'oi ré ra ph6” chinh. Tai do, toi
sttng sor dirng buwdre. Giao thong trén Strand van tap ndp hét nhw thé’, nhung
chi y€u la xe cd. Nhirng chi€c xe buyt dd hai tang trong hét nhw trong vién
bao tang, gadm rd dinh tai. Pa s6" ngwoi di bd trén phd” déu d6i mii, dan 6ng,
dan ba, thdm chi tré con! Trén twong nha d6i dién treo mot tAm ap phich
quang cdo cho phim High Society, in hinh n¥ tai tt Grace Kelly xinh nhw
mong va Frank Sinatra xau nhw ci. T6i ha hdc miéng nhin tw trdi sang
phai, gan nhu khong the ti€n thém noi mot budc. Ta't cd trdng nhw tAm buu
thi€p theo phong cach hoai c0, chi sac so hon.

Ong Lucas din toi t&i mot quan ca phe nho bén goc phd, goi tra voi
banh nuwdng g10n “Lan trede chdu d6i,” Ong nhé lai. “O day ho clng c6
sandwich ngon 1im.”

“Khong a, cam on 6ng,” To6i ndi. “Ong a, vé ong George! O nim 2011,
Ong &y lam nhw chwa tirng gdp chau bao gio'.”

Ong ngoai nhin vai. “A, chdu khong can lo vé anh chiang nay. Nidm
muoi 1dm nadm ntra hai ngeoi moi gap lai ma. Co 1€ anh ta s€ quén mat
chau.”

“Vang, c6 1€ th&,” T6i ngo ngdc nhin nhirng nguwoi hidt thudc phi pheo.
Ngay bén canh hai 6ng chau, mot vi khach béo map ngdm xi ga ng6i trudc
cai ban hinh bau duc c6 gat tan thuy tinh to c& so ngwoi. Khdng khi dac
quanh nhw c6 the x4t thanh miéng. H6i 1956 ngudi ta chwa tirng nghe t&i
ung thw phoi bao gio thi phai? “Dén gior 6ng da tim ra dwoc ky si xanh 1a ai
chwa?” '

“Chwa, nhung ta tim ra th khac quan trong hon nhiéu. Gio’ ta da biét
vi sao Lucy va Paul s& 13y cdp mdy dong h'6.” Ong Lucas ngé nghiéng va
xich gh€&lai gan téi hon. “Sau hom chau t&i, Paul va Lucy con phan nhanh
h'6i khir t&i chd ta vai Tan ma khong c6 bat ¢k chuyén gi dic biét xdy ra.
Bon ta cling udng tra, ta truy bai nhirng déng tw ti€ng Phap véi hai dira va



ng6i cho hé&t bon ti€ng dong h'd6 té nhat. Ho khong dwoc phép ra khédi nha,
d6 1a quy tdc. Chinh 1o Kenneth de Villiers wa hét 180 canh chirng d€ bon
ta phdi tuan tha nhitng quy tic niy. Cé mot I4n ta 1én dwa Paul va Lucy ra
ngoai d€ hai dira di xem phim va tham quan day d6, nhung khong may bi
ngwoi ta tim dwoc. A, sao lai ngwoi ta? Chinh 12 bj 140 Kenneth bt qua
tang. Qua la ngang v&i dong dat. Ta bi phat ky ludt. Sudt nira ndm sau do
lu6n c6 linh canh tredc Long dién trong thoi gian Paul va Lucy ¢ day. Mai
t&i khi ta 1én t&i bdc mon sinh tam pham thi chuyén ndy méi thay déi. O,
xin cam on.” Cau cudi danh cho ¢d hau ban nom hét nhw Doris Day trong
phim The Man Who Knew Too Much. Mdi téc nhudém vang cit ngin, vdy
mong Xoe rong, miéng cwoi troi réi, cd dat nhirng mén da goi 1én ban.
Chéc toi sé chang ngac nhién néu gio’ ¢6 &y ca't ti€ng hat Que sera, sera.

Ong Lucas doi cho t&i khi c6 hau ban di khud't roi méi néi tiép.
“Purong nhién ta ¢6 hdi do mot cach y tir d€ tim ra Iy do vi sao ho dem mdy
d6ng h'd di trén. Khong an thua. Van dé duy nha't ctia hai dra 1a chiing n6
si mé nhau kinh khing. Cé vé h6i &y, mdi quan hé nay khong dworc hoan
nghénh, th& nén hai dira phai gitt bi mat. C6 ra't it ngwoi bi€t chuyén, nhw
ta chfmg han, va me chau, Grace.”

“Vay l1a ho tr6n vé qua khir chi d€ dworc & bén nhau! Nhw Romeo va
Juliet?” Oi troi, 1ang man kinh!

“Khéng,” Ong Lucas ddp. “Khong, d6 khong phai 1a Iy do.” Ong khudy
ly tra con tdi thi nut nwdc bot ngdm céi gié xinh xinh day gid’y in, dung
day banh nwdng gion néng hoi va tda mui ngao ngat quyén ril.

“Ly do chinh 1 ta,” Ong Lucas ndi tiép.

“Cdaigia?Laong?”

“Hwm, khong hin 1a 7a. Nhung do 10i ctia ta. Mot ngay no, ta ndy ra y
twdng dién r'é la cho Paul va Lucy vé qua khir xa thém mot quang.”

“Bang mdy dong h'6? Nhung 1am thé nao...”

“Kho qud, w, thi ta da bao la dién ro ma lai.” Ong Lucas vudt toc.
“Nhwng ngay nao bon ta ciing bi nhdt bon ti€ng v&i cdi mday dong h'd trong
cai phong chét tiét, khong nghi ra ma’y chuyén d& hoi méi la la. Ta nghién
ctru ky cdc ban d6 cii, nhirtng loai chir ¢cd va bién nién st. Sau d6 ta tim
trang phuc trong kho, ding may dong h'6 nhan dang Paul va Lucy roi thw
gt¥i ho vé ndm 1590 khoang hai ti€ng. Sudn sé. Hai ti€ng sau, ho tré lai chd



ta vao nam 1948 ma khong ai hay ho da di dau. Nira ti€ng sau, ho lai tw day
quay v€ nam 1992. Trdi chay.”

T6i dit mot mi€ng banh mi nwdng phét day vang bor vao miéng. C khi
nao nhai thi t6i tw duy t6t hon. Hang do'ng ciu hoi 16n x6n trong dau, tdi ctir
hdi cau ma tdi nghi tdi truede tién. “Nhwng 1590, h'di d6 lam gi da c6 Doi
Can ve?”

“Chinh x4c,” Ong Lucas néi. “H6i d6 tham chi con chwa c6 tda nha nay.
D6 chinh 12 diéu may cho bon ta. Hoic rai, tily cdch nhin nhan.” Ong nhap
mot ngum tra. Ong van chwa dn gi, va tdi bit dau ty hoi, khong rd sau nay
ong ting chirng 4y cin bang cdch nao. “Dya trén nhitng tAm ban do cii, ta
da phat hién dwoc ngdi nha cé Long dién dwoc xay ding ¢ mdt bai da't nho
cé giéng nwde vao cudi thé' ky 16 cho t&i cudi thé'ky 17.”

“Ch4u khong hiéu 1dm...”

“Clr doi da. Phat hién nay chinh 1a td&m vé thong hanh ddi véi bon ta.
Paul va Lucy c6 the tir Long dién tré vé chd nay trong qué khit. Ho chi ¢in
¢ mit & d6 ding gio, va s€ ty dong quay tro lai Long dién. Chau hi€u
chi?”

“Nhung n&u ho ha canh xudng d6 ngay gilra ban ngay? Ho khong bi bét
va bi thiéu ngay lap tirc vi tOi phti thiy?”

“Po6 chi 1a mot bai da't nhd va yén tinh, chzatng ai d€'y. N&u c¢6 thi nguoi
ta chi dui mét kinh ngac va nghi ho da mat tdp trung mot chut. Tat nhién
viéc nay van vO cing nguy hi€m, nhwng ddi v&i bon ta thi diy cling 1a
cuc hay. Bon ta ming him khi nghi ra dwo'c meo nay va danh lwa duoc tat
ca moi ngwoi. Lucy va Paul rat vui. Ca ta cling vay, ngay ca khi ctr phai
nhap nhom nhw ngdi trén dong Iva dgi Paul va Lucy tré vé Long dién.
Chwa n6i dén chuyén 1o’ ¢6 ai vao...”

“Liéu that.” Toi noi.

“U.,” Ong Lucas thd nhin va tréng hoi ¢6 vé hoi 18i. “Nguoi ta chi lam
may tro d6 khi con tré. N&u 1a bay gic thi ta s& khong 1am vay, chic chén 14
khong. Nhung ta nghi n€u chuyén nay thye sy nguy hi€m thi cai T6i gia ca,
thong thdi cia ta trong twrong lai da can thi€p, chau hi€u khong?”

“Cai Toi thdong thai nao trong twong lai co?” T6i mim cwoi hai.

“Thi ta ch ai,” Ong ngoai tho't 1én roi ngay 14p tic ha giong, “O nim
1992 ta van con biét ta da ting 1am gi v&i Paul va Lucy vao ndm 1948. Néu



chuyén nay hong bét thi ta da canh bdo hai dira vé cai Toi dién r'6 thoi tré
cta ta... ta nghi th&"”

AAA

“Vaaang,” Toi dai giong va 18y thém mot mi€ng banh nwdng gion, lam
thire pham nudi ndo. “Nhwng 6ng da khong lam th&?”

Ong Lucas 1§c dau. “R6 rang 1a khong, ta ngu that. Va vi th&, bon ta
ngay cang ndng noi hon. Khi Lucy hoc Hamlet & treong, ta cho hai dira vé
nim 1602. Trong ba ngay lién tiép, hai dira cé thé t&i xem budi bicu dién
chinh thirc cta doan kich Lord Chamberlain’c Men tai nha hat Globe
Theatre.”

“Oy Southwark?”

Ong Lucas git d4u. “U, khd ky cong. Hai dra phai di qua cdy chu
London sang bén kia song Thames, xem Hamlet 1au nhw ¢6 the roi tro lai
ngay d€ con kip quay vé. Hai hom dau thi khong sao, nhwng t&i hdm thir ba
da xay ra mot vu an mang trén cau London ma Paul va Lucy tré thanh nhan
chirng. Ho khong veé kip d€ vueot thoi gian & bo bén nay ma ha canh xuéng
Southwark & nidm 1948, gan gitta song Thames, trong khi ta lo sip phat
dién.” C6 vé nhw nhirng h'6i rc nay ra't sdu dadm, khi€n mat 6ng ngoai nhot
di. “Trong b6 @6 wdt nhoet ciia the” ky 17, ho vé t&i Temple sat niit trwedc
khi quay tré lai nam 1992. Maii khi hai dira quay lai Tan sau, ta m&i dwoc
bi€t moi chuyén...”

Pau t6i lai loan cd 1€n vi nhirng con s& ndm thang khac nhau. “Vu an
mang ma ho chirng kié€n 1a vy nao?”

Ong Lucas lai kéo gh& ng'di gan toi hon chiit niva. Pdi mét sau cip kinh
tré nén sam hon vi nghiém trang. “DPAy chinh 1a di€m mau chot! Lucy va
Paul chinh mét trong thay bd twdc Saint Germain giét nguwoi.”

“Ba twdc?”

“Cho t&i thei dieém d6, Lucy va Paul mai chi tha'y mat ba twde hai Tan.
Mic du vay, ho van chic chdn d6 chinh 1a dng ta. Sau cd vwot thoi gian dau
tién, ho dwgc gidi thiéu tdi gdp ba twdc vao nam 1784. Ty ba twdc quyét
dinh chuyén nay. Ong &y mudn doi t&i cudi doi m&i gidp nhitng nguoi
vt thoi gian sinh sau minh. Ta s€ 18y 1am ngac nhién néu treong hop cla
chdu lai khdc.” Ong hing giong. “Di sao thi chi vi th& ma Doi Cén vé ciing
cing Lucy va Paul dem theo mdy dong h6 t&i mién Bic Pirc, noi bd tude



sdng nhirng nam cu6i doi. Chinh ta cling da ¢6 mat. SE ¢ mat. V&i tw cach
Trwdng hoi, chau cé tin ndi khong?”

T6i nhiu may. “Li€u ching ta c6 the...?”

“A, ta lai dang 1an 16n r6i ha? C6 nhiéu chuyén sé con xdy ra mic di
ching da xay ra tw 1au, diéu nay luén vwot qud kha nang tw duy cia ta.
Ching ta dang néi t&i dau nhi?”

“Sao ba twdc lai ¢ th€ gi€t ngwoi vao nam 1602... 6, chau hi€u roi!
Ong &y da 1am th& vio mdt trong s& cac cude vieot thoi gian ciia minh!”

“Chinh x4c. H6i dé 6ng ta con tré hon nhiéu. Viéc Lucy va Paul c6 mat
cung thoi dieém va cung dja di€m qua la diéu trung hgp kho tin, n€u trong
md&i quan hé nay con c6 th€ goi d6 la sw tinh co. Ban thian ba twdc cling
Vi€t trong ra't nhiéu ghi chép ctia minh: “Ai tin vao sw tinh co, ngwoi do
khong hieu dwoc quyén lwc cua dinh ménh.”

“Ong &y da giét ai? Va vi sao?”

Ong Lucas lai nhin quanh trong quan. “Chuyén niy, chdu gdi yéu quy,
ldc d4u bon ta ciing khong rd 14m. Phai mA't nhiéu tuan sau, bon ta m&i I4n
ra da'u v€t. Nan nhan ctia 6ng &y khong ai khac ngoai Lancelot de Villiers,
ngwoi veot thoi gian dau tién cia hdi: HO phach!”

“Ong &y 4m sat chinh t& tién ctia minh? Nhung vi sa0?”

“Lancelot de Villiers 1a mdt nam twdc ngwoi Bi, cing gia dinh di cw
sang Anh nam 1602. Trong bién nién st va mit ky cda ba twdc Saint
Germain d€ lai cho PBdi Can vé c¢6 ghi nam ma't cua Lancelot 1a 1607, vi thé’
thoat tién bon ta khong d€ y dén Ong ta. Nhung trén thyc t&, bay gio ta
mién cho chdu nhitng chi tiét diéu nghién cu th&, nam twdc di bi cit co
ngay trong cd xe ngya cia minh vao nim 1602...”

“Chau khong hi€u,” T6i 1am bam.

“Pén ta cling con chwa thu thap hét nhirng manh ghép cta chuyén nay,”
Ong Lucas riit bao thudc tir trong tdi 40 va cham mot di€u. “Thém vao do,
tw 24 thang Chin nam 1949 toi gio ta khong con gap lai Lucy va Paul. Ta
@6 rang ho da cling may dong h'd tré vé thoi con trede ca thoi cia ta, néu
khong c6 18 ho di t&i tim ta. O... chét tiétl Chdu dirng nhin ra day!”

“Cé6 chuyén gi the? Va dng bat dau hit thudc tir khi nao?”

“Cdi 130 Benneth de Villiers ciing ¢6 em gdi khiing khiép ctia 130.” Ong
Lucas c0 gid'u mat sau to’ thye don.



“Thi 6ng c bao 1a ching ta mudn ndi chuyén riéng,” T6i thi tham.

“Khong dwoce, 130 1a s€p cua ta: Trong hdi ciing nhw ngoai doi. Vin
phong luat sw chét tiét kia 12 cta hin... May ra thi ho khdng nhin thay
ching ta.”

Nhuwng may méin di khong dén. Mot ngwdi dan 6ng cao 16n, trén ti
tuan, va mot phyu nir d6i mii xanh lo’ ti€n thflng t&i ban cda hai 6ng chdu va
ng6i xudng hai chi€c gh& con trdng, khong doii ai moi.

“Xem ra chiéu nay hai ching ta déu trdn viéc, phai khong Lucas?”
Kenneth de Villiers thidn mat vd vai 6ng ngoai. “Khong phai 1a tdi khong
nhdm mét 1am ngo, sau khi anh da gidi quyét vu Parker hom qua cuc hay.
Xin chic mung Tan nira. T6i da nghe ndi anh ¢6 ngwoi dwdi qué 1€n tham.”
Do6i mét mau hd phach ctia 6ng ta do xét tdi k§ lwdng. Toi ¢d tinh bor nhin
lai. That ky la, qua nhiéu thé hé nhung ngwdi nha Villiers trong van giong
nhau, déu go ma cao va sdng miii theamg. Dién mao nguoi nay cling rat &n
twong, du 6ng &y khéng dwgrc banh nhw 6ng Falk de Villiers & thoi cia toi.

“Hazel Montrose, em ho t6i,” Ong Lucas gi&i thiéu. “Hazel, day 1 ong
ba Villiers.”

“Nhung t6i 1a em géi 6ng &y,” Ba Villiers cudi khiic khich. “O, t6t qua,
anh c¢6 thud’c a, toi phai cudm ctia anh mot di€u ngay méi dwore.”

“Tiéc 1a chiing t6i phai di,” Ong Lucas lich sy dwa thudc va cham Iia
cho ba ta. “T6i con phai xtr 1y n6t mot s6 h'6 so...”

“Nhwng khong phai hdm nay, anh ban, khong phdi hdm nay.” S€p cua
ong nhay mét than thién.

“Noi chuyén v&i mdi minh anh Kenneth thi chdn 18m,” Ba Villiers thé
khéi thudc ra ddng miii. “Anh &Yy chi biét mbi chinh tri. Anh Kenneth, lam
on goi tra cho moi ngwei. Co t&i tir viing nao Ay nhi?”

“Gloucestershire,” To6i hing hing ho.

Ong Lucas thé dai quy luy. “Ong chd t6i, cha ciia Hazel, ¢c6 mdt nong
trang va nhi€u gia suc.” '

“Oi, toi yéu cudc sdng thon da. Va toi rat yéu sic vat!” Ba Villiers hao
hirng thd't 1én.

“To1 cung vay,” To1 noi. “Nha't la meo.”



7h00: Mon sinh Cartrell, dugrc thong bao da mat tich trong ky thi Adriadne
trong dém, vé t&i cong muodn bay ti€ng. Hin di loang choang va n'dong nic
mui rwou, c6 the dodn 13 tuy thi treot nhung hin tim dwoec hAm rwou that
lac. T6i cham chude d€ hin qua cdng v&i mat khau clia hom qua. Ngoai ra
khong c6 chuyén gi ddc biét.

Twong thudt béi J. Smith, mon sinh, gdc ca sdng.

13h12: Nhin th&y mot con chudt cong. Té61i mudn xi€n cho n6 mot ki€m,
nhung Leroy lai cho né dn ndt chd sandwich thira va ddt né tén 1a Audrey.
15h15: C6 Violet Man Hong t&i ctra bang mot con duong dan tir Bo Tu
phdp ma hai ching t6i khong bi€t. Co &y doc chinh xadc mat khau cda ngay.
Theo yéu cau, Leroy dwa cd 1€n van phong ¢ tang trén.

15h24: Andrey lai hién ra. Ngoai ra khong c6 chuyén gi dac biét.

Twong thudt béi P. Ward, moén sinh, gdc ca chiéu.

18h00 dén Oh00: Khong c6 chuyén gi ddc biét.

Twong thudt boi N. Cartrell, mon sinh, gdc ca toi.

0h0O dén 6h00: Khong c6 chuyén gi dic biét.
Twong thudt boi K. Elbereth va M. Ward, mén sinh.

Trich Bién nién sir Doi Cdn vé
2

“Bién ban Tram gic Zerberus’
24 thang Bay nam 1956



“Nam quod in iuventus non discitur,

in matura aetate nescitur.”



CHUONG 8

Ngwoi gac dwdi chin cdu thang dang ngu, dau guc trén tay vin.

“Kh& than Cartrell,” Ong Lucas thi tham khi hai 6ng chdu 1&n qua anh
chang dang ngdy kho kho. “Ta e 13 hin khong 1&n ndi bc tu si n&u ct tiép
tuc nhau nhet theé" nay... Nhwng the lai cang t6t cho chung ta. i nao chiu,
nhanh 1én!”

T6i thd hon hén vi hai 6ng chdu phai di nhw chay sudt quang dwong tw
quan ca phé vé t¢i day. Ching tdi bi Kenneth de Villiers va ¢6 em gai git
lai ca ti€ng dong h'6. Chiing t6i néi vé cudc sdng thon da néi chung va &
Gloucestershire néi ri€ng (t61 gép vai giai thoai hay ho vé ¢c6 em ho
Madeleine va con cwu Clarisse), vé vu Parker (t6i chi hi€u la 6ng ngoai da
thang kién), vé ciu nhéc thdi t& Charles ddng yéu (ha?), vé ta't ca nhitng bd
phim cuia Grace Kelly va dam cwdi cia ba voi 6ng hoang Monaco. Thinh
thodng tdi hing hing ho, c6 14i cAu chuyén sang nhirng hiu qua ddc hai cia
viéc hit thudc doi véi stc khde, nhung chang ai quan tdm. Pén khi roi
dwoc quan ca phé thi d@ mudn d&n ndi tdi thAm chi khong con thoi gian @€
chay vao nha vé sinh, dit da uéng t&i ca lit tra vao bung.

“Con ba phiit,” Ong Lucas thé hon hén. Hai ong chau dang chay qua
cac 1671 dudi ham. “Ta con vd s6” chuyén mudn néi voi chdu. Néu khong bi
130 s&p khon ki€p qua’y nhiéu thi...”

“Chdu khong bi€t 6ng lai la nhdn vién cua nha Villiers,” T6i néi. “Néi
cho cung thi 6ng la huin twéc Montrose twong lai, thanh vién Thwong
vién.”

“U,” Ong Lucas ngén ngam dap. “Nhung cho d&n khi dworc thira k& cha
ta thi ta vin phdi ki€m tién nudi gia dinh. Cong viéc nay dem lai... Ma thoi,
chdu nghe day: T4t ca nhirng gi ba twdc Saint Germain d€ lai cho D6i Can
vé, nao 1a mét ky, thw twr, bién nién s, tdt ca déu da qua tay O6ng ta ki€m
duyét. B6i Can vé chi biét dwoc nhirng gi ba twde Saint Germain cho phép.



TA't ca nhitng thong tin d6 déu nhidm muc dich khién cic th& hé sinh sau
ong ta mudn khéc nhap hoi bing moi gia. Nhung khong ai trong Poi Can
vé bi€t dworc toan bo bi mat.”

“Nhwng ong thi bie€t?” To1 kéu 1én.

“Suyt! Khong. Ta cting khong bi€t.”

Hai 6ng chdu ré vao ngd cudi clung, tdi gidt phang canh ctra phong thi
nghiém cii. D6 dac ciia tdi nim nguyén trén ban nhw liic khi toi di.

“Nhung ta chic chin Lucy va Paul biét dwoc bi mat nay. Trong T4n gip
cudi ciing, hai dira da sp tim ra tai liéu.” Ong nhin dong h'6. “Thdi chét.”

“Tiép di!” Toéi giuc, tay vor 18y cdp va dén pin. Trong gidy cudi cung,
toi con kip nh¢ trd chia khéa cho 6ng ngoai. Cam gidc di tau trwot quen
thudc da lan khip ngudi. “Va dng cao bd ria mép kia di, 6ng nhé!”

“B4 twdrc ¢6 nhitng k& thi chi @& cip qua loa trong bién nién stt,” Ong
Lucas tudn mot trang. “Dac biét 1a t6 chirc bi mat ¢ thian nha tho, tén la
Lién minh Firenze. TG chirc nay da chi€m dwore s6 tai li€u twr tai san thwa
k& cua ba twdc Saint Germain vao nam 1745, nam thanh 14p hoéi &
London... Chau thdy bd ria khong hop voi ta?”

Cin phong bit dau ddo dién.

“Ong ngoai, chdu yéu dng!” Toi thst 1én.

“... nhitng tai liéu chitng minh ring ngay cd khi mau clia mudi hai
thanh vién dwoc nhan dién trong may dong h'6 thi vin chwra xong! Bi mat
chi dwoc ti€t 10 khi...” To6i con kip nghe 6ng Lucas ndi, tredc khi bi kéo
vut di.

Chi tich tic sau d6, dnh sdng khién toi chéi mét, va ngay treéc mit 1a
mot nguc 40 so’ mi tréng. Chi mot phan sang trdi ntra la t6i da ha canh tryc
ti€p 1€n chan 6ng George.

T6i giat minh khé thét 1én r'oi giat 1ui vai budrc.

“Lan sau ching ta phai nhé dem theo mau phidn d&€ danh diu,” Ong
George 1c d4u roi dén 14y chiéc den pin tir tay toi. Ong &y khong phai
ngwoi duy nha't dang doi t6i quay vé. Pirng canh 6ng la Falk de Villiers,
con bac sT1 White ng'6i bén ban. Robert, h'o6n ma bé nhd, 18 16 sau chan 6ng
ta. Gideon dang twa lwng bén twong, dan trén tran mi€ng bang dinh to
trdng mau tring.



Nhin thay hén, t6i phai hit mot hoi that sau.

Hin vin mang d4ng diéu moi khi, tay khoanh tredc nguc. Nhung sic
mit khdong ddm hon miéng bing dinh va quang thim dwdi mét khién con
ngroi ctia hin c¢6 4nh xanh thiu ty nhién. Trong long ti bung 1&n mot
khao khdt khé cudng, toi mudn chay lai dm 14y hén, thoi 1én vét thwong
nhw toi thweong 1am v&i Nick ngdy xwa, mdi khi né bj dau.

“Moi thtr &n ca chtt, Gwendolyn?” Ong Falk de Villiers hi.

“Vang a,” T6i ddp, mit vin khong roi Gideon. Troi o1, toi nhé hén, gior
t6i m&i bidt tdi nhé hdn d&n mitc nao. C6 ding 13 nu hon trén sofa mdi chi
vira hdm qua? Mic du - khé ma néi rang d6 chi 1a mét nu hon.

Gideon lanh lung ddp lai 4nh nhin cta t6i, gan nhw xa la, c&¢ nhw déy la
Tan dau tién hin tha'y mit t6i. Khong con chiit xfu gi clia ngdy hom qua.

“T6i s€& dwa Gwendolyn Ién trén d€ con bé vé nha,” Ong George diém
tinh dit tay 1€n lung toi va khé day toi di ngang qua 6ng Falk ra ctra. Ti€n
theamg ve phia Gideon.

“Anh da... anh khoe lai r6i ch?” T6i hoi.

Gideon khong ndi gi, chi nhin t6i. Nhung c6 gi d6 khong On trong céach
hin nhin tdi. Ctt nhwr t6i khong phai 12 ngwrdi ma 12 mdt mén ¢6. Mot thir gi
d6 tam £am, thweong nhat, nhw mét... cdi gh&”. Hay 13 hin bi chan thwong so
nao va khong biét toi la ai nira? Nguwoi toi chot lanh run.

“Lé& ra Gideon phdi nim nghi, nhung ciu 4y con phdi phan nhanh h'di
khtr vai ti€ng, né€u chidng ta khong mudn mao hi€m d€ ciu ay vuot thoi
gian thi€u gidm sdt,” Bdc s White tho 16 gidi thich. “S€& 1a qud nhe da néu
lai d€ cau ta mOt minh...”

“Hai ti€ng dong h'6 trong modt can ham yén tinh & nam 1953, Jake,”
Ong Falk ngét 1. “Trén mot chiéc sofa. N6 s& 6n thdi.”

“Vang, ta't nhién,” Gideon ndi va 4nh mét clia hin, néu cé thé, lai cang
u am hon. P6t nhién téi chi mudn khoc.

Ong George mé ctra. “Di thoi ndo, Gwendolyn.”

“Do1 mdt chut, 6ng George.” Gideon ndi va tim chat tay t6i. “Chau con
mudn biét mot viée: Ong vira d€ Gwendolyn tré vé nim nao?”

“Vira r6i? 1956, thing Bay,” Ong George néi. “Sao?”



“A, vi co &y c6 mii thudc 14,” Gideon néi, tay hin cang bép chit khién
toi dau nhéi. Thi€u chit ntra thi téi budng roi chi€c cap.

Toi bat gidc ngwi tay do khodc. Pung that - ma’y ti€ng dong h'd trong
quan ca phé mu mit khéi thud'c da d€ lai dau vét r6 rét. Toi bi€t giai thich
chuyén nay thé nao day?

TAt ca 4nh mét trong phong d& d'6n vao toi, va toi hiéu ring phai nghi
ra that nhanh mot loi bién bach ngon lanh.

“Vang, 16 roi,” T6i n6i va cim mét nhin xudng dat. “Chdu cé hit chit
thuéc. Nhung chi ba di€u théi. That daYy.”

Ong George 14c dau. “Nhwng ma Gwendolyn, ta da din di din lai khong
dwoc d€bat cr hién vat nao...”

“Chd4u xin 16i,” Tdi ngit 1&i. “Nhwng ngdi trong cin ham t&i d6 chdn
qud, con thudc thi cé th€ gidp ngudi ta bot sor...” Toi cd ging td ra xau hd.
“Chdu da géi gém can than dong tan thudc va dem theo ciing. Ong khong
can lo c6 ai d6 ngac nhién khi tim thay bao Lucky Strike dau.”

Ong Falk cuoi.

“Co cbng chia cia ching ta xem ra khéng ngoan hién nhw nguoi ta
twdng,” Bac s White néi va tdi thd phao nhe nhom. Cé vé nhw ho tin toi.
“Anh dtng tron mat 1&én th&, Thomas. Di¢u thudc dau tién tdi da hit tr
nam maoi 13 tudi.”

“Téi cling vdy. Pi€u d4u tién va ciing 1a cudi cing.” Ong Falk de
Villiers lai cui xudng mdy dong h6. “That sy khong nén hit thudc dau
Gwendolyn. Ta ddm chic néu me chdu ma biét thi s& sdc 1dm.”

Ngay ca cau nhoc Robert cling git dau dong tinh va nhin t6i trdch méc.

“Ngoai ra thi cling khong t&t cho sic dep,” Bac s White bd sung. “Chat
nicotin lam hai da va xau rang.”

Gideon khong néi gi. Tay van si€t chit tay toi khong budng. Toi cd
ging nhin hin that binh thin va nin ra mdt nu cudi vo tdi. Hin hoi nheo
mét nhin lai va khé 1ic dau. R6i dan dan hin néi tay tha tdi ra. Tdi nudt
nwdre bot vi ddt nhién ¢d t6i nhw bi nghen.

Sao Gideon lai th&? Luc thi dé thwong va diu dang, sau d6 lai c6 thé
lanh lung va khé gan ngay? Ai ma chiju ndi. T6i nhat dinh khong th€.
Chuyén xay ra dudi nay véi bon toi ¢d cam gidc rat that. Piang vay. Va gior



hin khong c6 chuyén gi hay ho hon @& 1am ngoai viéc nhan co’ hoi dau tién
d&1am bé miit toi trede moi nguei? Hin 1am the 1am g'’

“Pi thoi,” Ong George bio toi.

“Hen giip chdu ngay mai, Gwendolyn,” Ong Falk de Villiers néi. “Mot
ngay trong dai d61 voi chau.”

“Anh dirng quén bit mit con bé,” Bic si White n6i. T6i con nghe thay
tié€ng cudi ctia Gideon bat ra r'oi tit ngay, twa nhw bac si White vira k&€ mot
cau chuyén hai nhat nh€o. R'6i canh ctra nang né khép lai sau lwng va ching
toi da dirng ngoai hanh lang.

“C6 vé nhu anh ta khong wa ngwoi hidt thudc,” Toi néi khé du rdt mubén
oa khoc.

“PE ta bit mét chdu,” Ong George néi. Tdi ding yén cho dé&n khi 6ng
budc thit nit chiéc khiin den ra sau déu.

R6i 6ng cam 13y cdp cho t6i va can trong day t6i ti€n Ién.
“Gwendolyn... chau thyc sy nén than trong hon.”

“Nguoi ta khong chét vi may diéu thudc dau, 6ng George.”

“Y ta khong phai the.”

“Th€"y Ong 1a sao?”

“Ta mudn ndi veé tinh cdm cta chdu.”

“Gi co’ a? Tinh cdm ctia chau?”

Toi nghe ti€ng 6ng George thd dai. “Chau yéu, ngay cd d€n nguwoi mu
cling ¢6 the nhén ra 1a chau... Chau nén can than hon v&i nhirng tinh cam
chau danh cho Gideon.”

“Chdu...” Tbi lai im bit ngay. Ong George tinh y hon ngudi ta twdng.

“Nhirng m6i quan hé gitra hai ngwoi vt thoi gian chwa bao gior dwoc
troi dat phit ho,” Ong &y néi. “Nhirng méi quan hé gitra hai nha Villiers va
Montrose ciling th€. Va trong thoi di€m nhw hién nay, ngwoi ta luén phai
nh& rang minh khong thé tin ba't ¢t ai.” C6 th€ chi la do toi twdng twong
ra, nhung dwong nhw tay 6ng George dang run ray trén lwng toi. “Pang tiéc
12 khi tinh y&u xud't hién, tri lvc minh min cta con nguwoi sé lun bai, day 1a
st that khong th€ chdi bd. Ma sy minh man lai chinh 12 thi¢ hién gio' chdu
can nhat. Can than, bac thang.”



Tdi va dng im ling di hét chiéc cau thang xodn. R6i 6ng George cdi
khin bit mit va nghiém nghij nhin t6i. “Chdu c6 th& 1am dwoc, Gwendolyn.
Ta ludn tin twedng vao chau va kha nang cua chau.”

Khudn mit tron trja clia 6ng dAm m'6 hoi. Toi chi nhin thiy trong doi
mét sang ndi lo 14ng nhrr mdi khi me nhin tdi. Trong long t6i ngap tran tinh
throng mén.

“Nhan trién clia 6ng day a,” To6i néi. “Thuc ra thi 6ng bao nhiéu tudi roi
ong George? Chéu c6 dwoc phép hdi khdong?”

“Bay muwoi sau,” Ong George néi. “Khong c6 gi bi mat.”

Tdi chdm chdm nhin 6ng. Ngay ca khi chwa bao gi¢ d€ tim chuyén nay,
t0i van dodn Ong tré hon t&i mwoi tudi. “VAay thi ndm 1956 6ng...7”

“Him m6t. D6 1a nidm ta bat dau lam tro 1y luét sw va trd thanh thanh
vién cta hoi.”

“Ong biét ba Violet Man Hong cht dng George? D6 1a ban gdi caa ba
chau.”

Ong George nhuwén may. “Khéng, ta nghi 1a khong. Di nao, d¢ ta dwa
chau ra xe. Ta chic 12 me chdu dang néng long doi chau.”

“Vang, chic th&. Ong George nay...”

Nhung 6ng George da quay ngwoi di. Téi danh hap tdp budc theo.
“Trwa mai s€ c6 ngwoi dé€n don chdu & nha. Madame Rossini ¢in tht 6
cho chdu, sau d6 Giordano sé c& day chau vai di€u. Va chdu con phai phan
nhanh h'6i khi.”

“Vang!” T6i mét mai dép.

“Nhwng d6 dau phai la... phép thudt!” Toi steng st thi tham.

Leslie thd dai. “Hi€u theo nghia ni€ém than chd dm ba la thi khong,
nhung d6 1a mot khd ndng ky di¢u. Bay chinh la phép thuit cua loai qua.”

“Mot dang 1ap di thi ding hon,” T6i néi. “Mot thir d€ thién ha cwoi
nhao, vi chrflng ai tin.”

“Gwenny, n€u ai d6 c6 dwoec nhirng linh cdm si€u nhién thi khong cé
nghia la nguwoi ta 14p di. Biét tai thi ddng hon. Ciu c6 th€ nhin thdy va néi
chuyén v&i ma.”



“Va quy,” Xemerius bo sung.

“Trong than hoc, qua k&t ndi con ngwoi véi thé gidi than linh, lam
trung gian gitra ngwoi s6ng va nguoi chét.” Leslie xoay tdp h'd so lai d€ t6i
doc nhitng gi n6 tim dwoc trén mang vé loai qua. “Céu phai cong nhan rang
diéu nay cyc ky phit hgp véi nang lye cta ciu.”

“Va mau toc,” Xemerius ti€p. “Den nhw 16ng qua...”

Tdi cin mdi suy nghi. “Nhwng nhitng 1o tién tri nghe ldc nao ciing, 2,
t& chiu, c¢6 vé quan trong va ap ddo. C nhw phép thuét cia loai qua la mot
tht vii khi bi mat.”

“Ciing c6 th€ the,” Leslie néi. “N&u ciu thoi khong nghi khd ndng nhin
tha’'y ma la ky quai.”

“Va quy,” Xemerus lai xen vao.

“Té ra't muén doc nhirng 1o tién tri d6,” Leslie bao. “T¢ cye ky mudn
bi€t cu th€' no viet gi.”

“Chéc chin Charlotte c6 th& doc thudc 1ong,” Toi néi. “Té nghi chi Ay
da hoc ti't cd nhirng di€u nay trong may gio hoc thdn bi. Ma lic nao ho
cling doc moi thir thanh vin. D6i Can vé. Ca me t&. Va Gideon.”

Tadi voi quay di d€ Leslie khong nhin thd’y nwdc mét tdi dot nhién trao
ra, nhung da qua muodn.

“Oi, cung! Pung khéc nira ndo!” NG dwa khin gid’y cho toi. “Cau
phong dai 1€n ro61.”

“Khong, t& khong hé. Cau con nhé h'6i tredre cdu da vi Max ma khéc
suot ba ngay?” TO1 xi mui.

“D1 nhién 1a t& nhd,” Leslie bao. “M&1 na ndm théi ma.”

“Gio thi t& ¢6 the hinh dung dwoe h'di d6 cdu cam tha’y thé nao. Va gio
t& cling hi€u dwgc vi sao cau lai mudn chét.”

“Vi t& qua ngu! Ciu da & bén t& sudt thoi gian d6 va néi, Max thdm chi
chaalng d4ng d€ té thodng nghi d&n, vi hn da cw x& nhu mot thang khon. Va
ring t& nén di ddnh ring...”

“U’, con bai “The winner takes it all’l!!] thi hat di hét lai.”

“Néu vdy ma ciu thd'y do hon,” Leslie @€ nghi. “Thi t& di 18y bai &y
cho.”



“Thoi khoi. Nhung ciu cé th€ dwa t& con dao thdi rau ctia Nhat ra day
d& t& tw mo bung ty van.” T6i nim vat ra giwdng va nhim mét lai.

“Bon con gdi cdc nguwdi ding 13 sén ning,” Xemerius bdo. “Thing cha
kia buc boi, cdu bin vi vira linh mdt cd 1én dau, ma the gioi da sup do voi
cau.”

“Bé&i vi hin khdng yéu t&,” Toi tuyét vong néi.

“Sao cu biét dwoc,” Leslie néi. “Trwong hop Max thi t& ddm chic.
B&i chi ntra gior sau khi chia tay v&i t&, nguedi ta da tha’y hdn hon hit con bé
Anna trong rap chi&u phim. Nhung khong thé néi vé Gideon nhw th&”. Hin
chi hoi... dao dong.”

“Nhung vi sao? L& ra cdu phai thd’y cdch hin nhin t&! V& nhu ghé so.
Ctr nhw nhin thdy con gidn vay. T¢ khong thé chiu dwoc.”

“Cau vira mé&i vi v&i cdi ghé co ma.” Leslie 1ac dau. “Gio thi binh tinh
lai di. Ong George néi ding: Khi tinh yéu xudt hién thi tri Iyc minh mén
chao tw biét luén. Ma ching ta thi dang dirng ngay tredc mdt budc dot
pha!”

Cha 1a sdng nay, khi Leslie t&i nha va bon tdi vira ngdi Am chd trén
givong thi 6ng Bernhard g6 cwra, dng &y chwa teng lam thé bao gior, va
dem mdt khay tra ddt 1€n ban viét.

“Mot chiit gidi khét cho céc tiéu thw,” Ong ndéi.

To6i chi c6 th€ sirng st nhin 6ng, khong tai nao nho ndi liéu dng da
tng dat chan 1én fang nay bao gio’ chwra.

“A, vé chuyén c6 hdi méi day, ta ty cho phép minh tim ki&m mét chit,”
Ong Bernhard néi ti€p, doi mét ci meo phia sau gong kinh nghiém nghi
nhin bon t6i. “Va dung nhw du doén, ta da tim dugc.”

“Tim dwoc gi a?” Toi hoi.

Ong Bernhard day chiéc khin gid’y trén khay sang mot bén. Phia dudi
16 ra mot cudn sach. “Ky si xanh,” Ong néi. “Ta nhé day chinh 13 thie ma
cO dang tim.” ‘

Leslie nhay bat ddy v6 18y cudn sach. “Nhwng chau da xem qua cudn
nay trong thw vién, khong c6 gi ddc biét...” N6 lam bam.

Ong Bernhard mim cuwdi dd lwong. “Ta doédn 1y do 14 cudn séch cb thay
trong thw vién khdng phai la vat s& htru cda huan twdc Montrose. Ta nghi



cd s& quan tAim d&n phién ban nay.” Ong khé cii chao r'oi di ra. Leslie va toi
ngay lap tirc bo nhao vao cudn siach. Mot manh gid'y chao xudng nén nha.
Ai d6 da viét 1én d6 hang tram con s bé ti. Leslie hirng thd d&€n mic hai
ma dé bung.

“Oi troi o, mat ma day ma!” N6 thot 1én. “Qud fuyét vori! TE ludn mo
dén viéc nay. Gio thi bon minh phai giai ma!”

“U,” Xemerius n6i. N6 bam vao thanh xa treo rém. “Cau nay t& nghe
mai r'oi. To nghi ddy chinh 1a mot trong nhirng cau ndi ti€ng cudi cling...”

Nhung chealng can t&i nam phiit Leslie da phat hién ra nhitng con s6 kia
am chi cac chir céi trong sach. “S6” ddu tién la trang, s& thir hai 1a dong, s6
tht ba chi tir con s6 thir tir chinh 1a chr cdi. Cau thdy khong? 14-22-6-3
nghia 1a: trang 14, dong 22, tir thit 6 va trong d6 1a chir cdi thit 3.” N6 lc
dau. “Meo vit. N&u to nh¢ khong nham thi mot nira cdc truyén thi€u nhi
ndi d&€n meo nay. Thoi k&, theo do6 thi chtr cdi dau tién chinh 1a chwr e.”

Xemerius gat dau than phuc. “Nghe theo loi ban cau di.”

“Pung quén diy 1a chuyén sinh t&,” Leslie nhic nhé. “Cau cé nghi t&
mudn mat di nguwoi ban t6t nha't cia to chi vi né khong con kha nang st
dung tri ndo sau khi hon hit khong?”

“Hét y t&'!” Xemerius 1én ti€ng.

“Quan trong 1a cau nin di, va ¢6” tim hieéu xem Lucy va Paul da phat
hién diéu gi,” Leslie v0i n6i. “Néu hom nay cdu lai phan nhanh h'6i khir vé
ndm 1956, ciu chi can xin 6ng George thdi, thi nhdt dinh phai c& néi
chuyén tay d6i v&i 6ng cau! Ai lai nghi ra cdi trd0 ngd ngan la ra quan ca
phé néi chuyén bao gio’! Va I'an nay ciu nho ghi lai td't cd nhirng gi 6ng cdu
néi, trng chi tiét mot, nghe chwa?” N6 thd dai. “Cau cé chic dé 1a lién
minh Firenze? T khong tim dwgce ti gi vE hdi nay. Ching ta nha't dinh phai
xem dwge mét ky ma ba twede Saint Germain d€ lai cho Poi Céan vé. Gid ma
Xemerius di chuyén dwoec @6 vat, nd cé thé tim ra cac van khd', xuyén
twong vao do va doc dwore tat...”

“U, ctt khinh t6i 12 d6 vd dung di,” Xemerius tw 4i. “Tdi ciing chi can
c6 bay thé ky d€ chap nhan thyc t& 1a d&€n mot trang sach t6i con khdng 14t
noi thdi ma.”

C6 tiéng gd ctra, roi Caroline 16 ddu vao phong. “An trra thoi!
Gwenny, mot ti€ng ntra s€ ¢ nguwoi toi don chi va chi Charlotte.”



To6i thé dai. “Ca chi Charlotte ntra a?”

“U, bac Glenda bao vay. Bdc &y bao toi nghiép chi Charlotte bi ngwori ta
loi dung lam ¢6 gido cho ké ba't tai vo twdng hodc dai khai the””

“Chi khong déi,” T6i bao.

“Bon chi xudng ngay,” Leslie hich vao swon t6i. “Gwenny, di thdi. Sau
nay sé con c¢6 lic d€ cdu ty thwong hai ban than. Con gio’ thi ciu phai an
da!”

T6i nhéom day xi mdi vao khidn gidy. “Hién gio’ t& khong con dau 6¢c
nao d€ nghe nhirng 11 binh pham doc dia ctia bac Glenda.”

“Hwm, nhung néu mudn sdng sét trong thoi gian téi, cdu can cd thin
kinh thép.” Leslie kéo t6i ddy. “Cw 18y Charlotte va bac cdu ma rén luyén,
phong lic xdy ra chuyén that. Qua dwoe bwra trwra thi da ti€c kia chi Ia
mudi.”

“Con n&u khong thi ciu van c6 the ty rach bung ma,” Xemerius néi.

Madame Rossini kéo t6i 4p vao bd ngwc phdp phap ctia ba d€ chao don.
“Thién nga cao ¢d! Cudi cling thi chdu ciing t&i. Ta nhé chdu 18m day!”

“Chau cling nh&d ba,” Téi néi that. Chi riéng sy ¢6 mat cia Madame
Rossini v&i long nhiét thanh phoi phdi va giong Phdp lo 1o tuyét voi
(Thién nga cao c6! Gia nhw Gideon nghe dwgc!) ciing da khién nguoi ta
phdn chan va dong thoi hét sitc an tdm. Ba chinh la 1iéu thuéc xoa diu
long tw trong bi stirt mé cua toi.

“Chau s€ ngd't ngay khi nhin thdy nhirng tht ta may cho chau. May
chi€c vay dep long lanh khi€n Giordano nhin ma suyt phat khoc.”

“Ch4u tin 12 th&",” T6i n6i. Chic Giordano phat khéc vi 130 khong duwoc
ty minh méc ching. It ra thi hdm nay ldo con twong d&i vui vé, khdng chi
vi T4n nay t6i nhdy kh4 6n va nho Xemerius nhic bai nén biét chinh xdc
hau twde nao theo Tories va hau twde nao ing hd Whigs. (Xemerius chi
viéc nhom qua vai Charlotte doc ddp 4n.) Ly lich ban than, Penelope Mary
Gray, sinh nam 1765, t6i ciing doc thudéc long nhw chdo chdy nho
Xemerius, trong d6 ¢6 ¢ tén riéng clia cha me qué cd’. Chi mdi vu quat 12
to1 con 16ng ngéng, nhwng Ian nay Charlotte dwa ra dé nghi xay dung 1a tot
nha't t61 khong dung quat.



Cudi ti€t hoc, Giordano con dwa tdi mot danh sach chi chit nhirng tir ma
toi tuyét d6i khdong dwoc phép néi. “Pén mai phai hoc thudc va ghi nho
cho ta!” Lao noi giong mui. “O the’ ky 18 khong c6 xe buyt, khdong c6 bién
tdp vién, khong c6 may hit bui, khong c¢6 may tir nhw tuyét chiéu, ngau
hodc siéu. Nguwoi ta cling chwa biét gi vé phan tng phan nhiét hach, kem
cho'ng nhidn hay 16 thing ting ozon.”

Ui, that th&" 2? Trong khi con mai nghi xem lam sao tdi lai c¢6 th& nghi
dén chuyén thd't ra mot ciu ¢6 nhitng ttr nhw bién tdp vién, 16 thing ting
ozon va kem ché’ng nhan 6’ m6t da tiec trong the k}’/ 18, to1 lich sy dép

AAAAA

okay! O’thé’ky 18 lam gi c6 Okay, do ngoc!”

Madame Rossini thit diy 4o chén & sau lung tdi. N6 dé chiju dén kinh
ngac. Mic 4o chén ki€u nay budc nguoi ta ty ddng gitv dang theamg. Chiéc
khung thép boc dém dwoc budc quanh héng (t6i dodn thé ky 18 hin 1a thoi
ky tuyét voi d6i voi cdac ba hong nd mong by), roéi Madame Rossini
choang qua d4u tdi chiéc vdy do thAm. Ba cai moOt hang dai nhirng khuy,
khoa sau lwng trong khi nhitng ngén tay t6i con man mé chiém ngwong thir
lya théu hoa day din. Oi, chiéc vay dep vo cing!

Madame Rossini di mdt vong cham cham quanh t6i, khuén mit né nu
cwoi hai long. “Xinh nhw mong. Magnifique.”

“Pay la vay vii hdi hd ba?” Toi hoi.

“Khong, day la vay da ti€c.” Madame Rossini cai chdt nhirng déa h'ong
lua bé xiu tinh xao quanh cO 4o khoét sau. Vi ngdm day kim gam trong
miéng nén ba ndi rat khé nghe qua ham rang. “Chau c6 the€ de€ téc tran
khong céan pha phan. Mau téc den ra't tuyét voi tong do. Hét nhw ta da hinh
dung.” Ba nhdy mét ranh manh. “Chdu s& dwoc khdi ngudi chid y da'y, thién
nga cao c0 a, n’est-ce past'?, mic du d6 khong phai y myc dich ciia vy nay.
Nhung ta bi€t lam sao day" Ba xoén hai tay. Nhung nguoc hin véi
Giordano, véc nguoi nho nhin v&i cdi ¢d rua cha ba lai rat dé throng.
“Chau 1a mot cd bé xinh dep, nhét chau vao nhirng bo d6 xam xit d€ lam gi.
Xong r'o6i ddYy, thién nga cao ¢0. Gio’ d€n lwgt chi€c vay cho vii hoi.”

Chi€c vdy mau xanh phan c6 théu hoa van mau kem va dinh dang ten
cling 6m khit ngwoi nhw chi€c vay do. Khac ching chi 1a ¢6 khoét sdu hon,
con than vdy thi ph'dng ra quanh toi t&i hang mét. Madame Rossini lo au



nang bim toc cua toi trén tay. “Ta van coOn chua biét nén 1am th& nao. Néu
doi téc gid thi khong dé chju cho 1dm, nhat 14 vi chdu con phai gid'u c ni
téc nay bén dudi. Nhung téc chdu den qud, c6 pht phan 1én thi cing 1dm
ciing chi tao dwgc tong xdm xau xi. Quelle catastrophe!/!'>” Ba &y nhin
tran. “Thoi ké. Thyc ra thi tréng chau nhw thé” cye hop thoi trang, nhung, 61
troi, thoi trang gi ma khiép!”

_ L'an dau tién trong ngay toi budc phdi mim cwoi. Xau xi! Kinh king!!
U, ding thé! Khong chi thoi trang ma ca Gideon ciing that xdic xi va kinh
king, thAm chi con ddng ghét, to gio trd di toéi cling s€ nghi nhw thé.
(Cha@m hét!)

Madame Rossini c6 vé khong hé biét ba &y da lam dju long toi toi mirc
nao. Bi con mai cin nhin vé thi no. “Pam thi€u ni tré trung phi 18y pha
d€ phan 1én d4u cho t&i khi trong nhw téc ba ndi ching mdi thoi, kinh qua!
Thir giay di chdu. Hay nho 1a chau con phai nhdy dwoce trong doi giay &'y,
van con thoi gian d€ sira.”

Mic du trong cir nhr vira dwge méce twe vién bédo tang ra, cac doi giay,
d6i théu mau do di voi vay dd, doi xanh lor ¢6 quai vang di voi do dai khiéu
vii, dé chju d&n kinh ngac. “DAy 1a nhirng doi giay dep nha't ma chdu ting
dwoc di,” Toi hao hirng noi.

“Pung y ta dd'y,” Madame Rossini ddp, mat may rang ro’. “Xong roi,
thién thdn nhdé. H6m nay chdau nhé di ngdl sdm, mai sé€ 1a mot ngay ban
ron.” Trong luc t61 mdc lai quan jeans va chi€c 4o len xanh ddm wa thich,
Madame Rossin dem treo nhirng chi€c vdy Ién may con ma no’ canh khéng
d4u. R'6i ba liéc ddng h'd treo twdng, buc bdi cau may. “Cai thing nhéc cau
tha! L& ra mwoi lam phiit trede né da phai ¢6 mat & day!”

Nhip tim cua t6i ngay 14p tiec nhay vot. “Gideon?”

Madame Rossini gat dau. “No6 khong coi trong chuyén nay. N6 khong
quan tim d&n viéc quén c6 vira hay khong. Nhung khong phai vay! Tham
chi con cyc ky quan trong!”

Xau xi. Kinh kiing. Riung rén, toi thir bai kinh ciu moi.

Co ti€ng gd ctra. Chi 1a mot ti€ng dong nho nhwng ciing du 1am moi chu
dinh cua t6i tan thanh may khoi.

Dot nhién t61 khong th€ doii thém mot gidy phit nao d€ dwoe gap lai
Gideon. Dong thoi t6i lai s¢' cudc hdi ngd nay kinh khing. To6i s& khong



chiu dgng ndi 4nh mét u t6i kia thém mot T4n nira.

“A,” Madame Rossini néi. “N¢ t&i roi da’y. Vao di!”

To6i cirng do’ ca ngwoi. Nhung ngwoi bude vao khong phai Gideon ma
la anh chang Marley téc dé. Cang thealng va ngwong ngung nhw moi khi, anh
ta 1ip bip: “T6i t&i dén vién Hong. .. a... co 4y di phan nhanh h'6i khi.”

“Puwoe th6i,” Toi ndi. “Ching tdi cling vira xong viéc.” Phia sau
Marley, Xemerius nhin tdi ngoac miéng cwoi. Triede khi vao thir do, t6i da
maoi no di chd khéc.

“Té vira bay xuyén qua ngwdi mot bd tredng ndi vu bing xwong bang
thit han hoi,” N6 vui vé k&, “Hay that day!”

“Thé& con anh chang kia dau?” Madame Rossini byc doc. “Cau &y phai
toi thir 6!

Marley ding hing. “Tdi thdy vién Kim... a... cdu Villiers vira néi
chuyén v&i vién Hong ngoc kia... a... Voi ¢o Charlotte. C4u ay di cling
em trai.”

“Chuyén 8y ta khong quan tdim,” Madame Rossini gian dur.

Nhwng minh thi cd, t6i nghi. Tdi dd soan sin trong d4u tin nhin gt
Leslie. Chi mot ciu thoi: Rach bung tw véin.

“Né&u n6 khong ngay lap tirc ¢c6 mat & day, ta s€ khi€u nai voi Tredng
hoi,” Madame Rossini néi. “Dién thoai cda ta dau?”

“T6i that xin 18i,” Marley 14m bam. Hin ngwong ngiing phe phay chiéc
khan den trong tay. “Td61 c6 dwgc phép...?”

“Tat nhién,” T6i thé dai d€ anh ta bit mit.

“Ti€c 1a ga nd boc nay néi that,” Xemerius néi. “Vién da 1ap lanh cua
cdu dang tan tinh hét bi€t troi da't voi ¢6 chi ho cia clu & trén kia. Cdu em
dep trai ciing vay. Khong bi€t dam con trai thich gi & ma’y cd nang téc do?
T& nght gior ho s€ cung nhau di xem phim. Nhwng c6 1€ t& khong nén néi
cho cdu biét, n€u khong ciu lai bu lu bu loa 1én.”

Tbi ldc dau.

Xemerius li€c 1én tran nha. “T¢ ¢6 the canh ching ho cho ciu. Puoc
khong?”

T61 gat dau lia lia.



Trén con dwong dai din xudng hadm, Marley nhi't quyét khong hé ring
12y mdt 1o, con t6i thi mai quanh quan v&i nhirng ¥ nghi u dm trong dau.
Mii dé&n khi t&i phong cdt may dong h'o va Marley thdo khin bit mét, toi
ma&i hoi: “HOm nay anh dinh gwi tdi vE dau?”

“T6i... ching ta con cho’ s6 chin, a, ngai Whitman,” Marley nhin lang
xudng dat. “Tat nhién t6i khdng dwoc phép sit dung may dong h'd. Moi cd
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ngoi.

Nhwng t6i chwa kip tha nguoi xudng ghé’ thi ctira da me. Thdy Whitman
ti€n vao. Ngay sau thay la Gideon.

Tim t6i 100 ma't mdt nhip.

“Chao em, Gwendolyn,” Thady Whitman né nu cwoi lich thiép nhat ki€u
sOc.

“That vui khi gap lai em.” Thay gat tim tham twong sang mot bén,
ding sau 12 chiéc két sit gidu may dong h'd. “Nao, gio thi ching ta &€ em
phan nhanh h'6i khi.”

To6i gan nhw khong nghe thd’y thdy néi gi. Gideon trong van con rat
nhot nhat, nhung khde manh hon t6i qua nhiéu. Miéng bing dinh tring to
dung bi€n mat, t6i cé th€ trong tha’y vét thwong sat chan téc, dai gan muwoi
cm, v&i vO s& miéng bing dan nhd. To6i doi hin néi gi, nhung hén chi nhin
toi.

Xemerius nhdy vot tir trong twong ra canh Gideon 1am toi git bin. Toi
hit mdt hoi that sau.
“Oi, hin & day roi!” Xemerius néi. “Té con dinh t&i bdo cho cau, that
day, ban yéu. Nhung to ¢ Iing ching khong bié€t nén theo ai. C6 vé nhw
chiéu nay Charlotte nhan lam c6 nudi day tré cho cdu em dep trai cua
Gideon. Ho cung nhau di an kem, sau d6 con di xem phim. T& nghi rap
chiéu béng ching khdc ndo ma’y dong rom doi méi.”

“Em On chir, Gwendolyn?”” Gideon nhwdn mo6t bén may. “Tréng em kha
cang thealng, em c6 can mot di€u d€ tran tinh khong? Ma em chudng nhéan
nao? Lucky Strike?”

Tbi chi c6 the im 1ing nhin hén chim cham.

“P& cho c6 Ay yén,” Xemerius bdo. “Khdng thi'y co6 4y dang mic bénh
trrong tw 4, thing ngu? Ma chinh vi may da’y! May 1am céi qudi gi & day?”



Thay Whitman di 18y mdy dong h'd tir két st va dit n6 1én ban. “P&
xem hom nay chung ta s€ di dau...”

“Madame Rossini dang doi ngai t&i thiy trang phuc, thwa ngai,” Marley
quay sang néi voi Gideon.

“Thoi chét r'oi,” Gideon néi vi ngé ngudi ra trong gidy lat. Hin nhin
dong hd. “To6i quén tiét di mat. Ba Ay gian 14m ha?”

“Trong ba &y c¢6 vé mat binh tinh,” Marley néi. Ping lic nay ctra bat
mé&, 6ng George bude vao. Ong thé khong ra hoi, va nhu thuong 18, mbi
Ian géng sitc, trdn dng lai 1Am tAm nhitng hat m6 hoi li ti. “C6 chuyén gi &
day?”

Thay Whitman nhiu may. “Thomas? Gideon bao 6ng con ban ndi
chuyén voi 6ng Falk va ngai bd tredng nodi vu.”

“Ping th&. Cho t&i khi t6i nhin dién thoai cia Madame Rossini va
nghe néi Gwendolyn da dwogre d6n di phan nhanh hoi khit,” Ong George
bdo. L'an d4u tién t6i chirng ki€n dng &'y nodi gidn thuc su.

“Nhung, Gideon néi la 6ng giao cho chung t6i nhi€ém vu...” Thay
Whitman ngo’ ngéc thye su.

“T6i bao th& khi ndo! Gideon, chuyén gi day ha?” Trong ddi méit nhd
ctia 6ng George khdng con chit nao don hau hién hoa.

Gideon khoanh tay tredc nguc. “Chau twdng Ong s€ vui néu chiing
chdu ddm nh4n nhiém vu nay gitp d6ng,” Han ndi tron tru.

Ong George 147y khiin tay thAm nhitng giot md héi trén tran. “Cam on
cau quan tdim,” Ong mia mai ra mit. “Nhung hoan toan khong can thiét.
Biy gio’ moi ciu ngay 14p tirc t&i chd Madame Rossini cho t61.”

“Chau mudén hd tong Gwendolyn,” Gideon bao. “Sau chuyén xay ra
ngay hom qua thi t6t hon 1a khong nén d€ c6 &y mdt minh.”

“Vé& van,” Ong George phan doi. “Chgng c6 1y do gi d€ nghi th&’, con
bé sé khong gdp gi nguy hi€m né€u khdng quay vé qua xa.”

“Pung vdy,” Thay Whitman d0ng tinh.

“Cheamg han nhr vao nam 19567 Gideon dai giong va nhin théng vao
méat 6ng George. “Sdng nay chdu c6 14t qua bién nién st va phai cdng nhan
la nam 1956 khién nguoi ta cdm thdy thit binh yén. Cau ctra miéng & d6



la: Khong co chuyén gi ddc biét. Mot cau nhw thé khong phai nhw ti€ng
nhac du dwong trong tai sao?”

Tim t6i nhw nhdy khdi I'ong nguc. Gideon phan trng nhw vay Ia vi hin
biét dworc hom qua tdi da thue s 1am gi. Nhung 1am sao hén lai bigt? N6i
cho cuing thi viéc ngudi tdi swe mui thudc 14 chi ¢6 the khién héin sinh nghi
chir khong thé nao tiét 16 chuyén gi da dién ra vao nim 1956.

Ong George nhin lai hén ma khong hé chép mét. Trong éng ciing hoi
ngo’ ngac. “Pay khong phai 1oi yéu cau, Gideon. Madame Rossini dang
doi. Marley, ca cau cling di dwgc roi.”

“Vang, thwa ngai George,” Anh chang 1dm bam va thi€u chit ntra thi
vung tay lén tran chao.

Khi ctra phong khép lai sau lwng anh ta, dng George trirng mét nhin
Gideon, hdn vin khong hé nhic nhich. C4 thdy Whitman ciing kh4 kinh
ngac nhin hén.

“Cau con cho gi nita?” Ong George lanh lung hoi.

“Vi sao 0ng lai d€ Gwendolyn tr¢ vé qua khir vao lic thanh thién bach
nhat, khong phai di€u nay vi pham ndi quy sao?”” Gideon hai.

“C6 chuyén roi dd'y,” Xemerius thot 1€n.

“Gideon, day khong phai la...” Thay Whitman ndi.

“D€ con bé trd vé qua khir vao thoi di€m nao trong ngay khong quan
trong,” dng George ngit 1o thay. “Con bé ha cdanh xudng mot cin ham
khéa kin.”

“T61 s¢r,” To1 nd1 nhanh va c6 1€ hoti lac giong. “To61 khong mudn dém
hoém & mot minh trong ham, ngay canh ham mo...”

Gideon li¢c mét nhin t6i r'6i lai nhwén may. “O, dwong nhién, em ciing
ding 12 mdt con nhéc s¢ sét, tdi quén béng di mat.” Han khé bat cudi.
“Nam 1956, chinh 1a nam Ong tré thanh thanh vién cua hoi ding khong ong
George? That 1a mot sy trung hop tirc cuoi!”

Ong George cau may.

“T6i khong hi€u y cdu mudn ndi gi, Gideon,” Thay Whitman ndi.
“Nhung t0i d€ nghi gio ciu t&i chd Madame Rossini. Toi va 0ng George sé
lo cho Gwendolyn.”



Gideon lai nhin sang t6i. “Con chau dé nghi: Chau sé di thi trang phuc
va sau d6, cac ngwoi s€ giri chau d&€n chd Gwendolyn, khong ¢in biét 1a t&i
dau. Néu thé ¢c6 'y cling khong can phai s¢ trong dém.”

“Ngoai so’ may ra,” Xemerius noi.

“Cau da vuot han dinh thoi gian cho hdm nay,” Thay néi. “Nhung néu
Gwendolyn thd’y s¢...” Thay nhin tdi day thwong cam.

T6i cling cha trach dwoee thay. Pung 1a trong t6i ¢6 vé nhw dang s¢’ diéu
gi d6 that. Tim tdi van d4p thinh thich, t6i thAm chi con khong néi ndi mot
lovi.

“Mudn the” cing dworec,” Thay Whitman nhun vai. “Khong c¢6 van dé gi
chtr, 6ng Thomas?”

Ong George cham cham gat dau, mic di tréng nhw dng mudn 1am diéu
nguorc lai.

Nu cudi hai long né trén mit Gideon, cudi cliing hén ciing chiu roi tw
th& cirng do bén ctra. “Lat nira gdp lai,” Hin déc chi néi, riéng tdi nghe cit
nhr mot 1o de doa.

Khi ctra phong khép lai, thdy Whitman thé dai. “Ciu ta tré nén ky la tw
sau khi bi danh vao dau, 6ng c6 tha’y vay khong, Thomas?”

“Chinh th&"” Ong George néi.

“C0 1€ ching ta nén ndéi chuyén v&i ciu ta mot [an nira, dic biét vé cach
%n n6i v&i cap trén,” Thay Whitman luu §. “O’ d6 tudi cia minh thi ciu ta
that 1a... Nhwng thoi, ciu ta dang chiu nhiéu strc ép, ching ta cling ¢in phai
thong cam.” ThAy nhin t6i dong vién. “Nao, Gwendolyn, em sidn sang
chwa?”

T6i1 dieng 1€n. “R6i a,” T6i néi doi.



Qua tung doi cdanh hong ngoc
Nghe ngwoi chét hdt giiva khdp thé gian
Chuwa kip nhdn ra siec manh, chwa kip nhdn ra cdi gid phdi trd

Quyén lwc viing 1én, vong quay khdc nhdp.

Sw tir - gwong mat kim cwong kiéu hanh

Ddu ma lwe mong manh che phii dnh sdng ngoi
Khi mat troi lui dan, sao doi vit doi

Quaq chét di dé’hién ra két thiic.

Trich mit ky cua ba twdc Saint Germain.



CHUONG 9

T6i khong hoi ho mudn gwri tdi vE nam nao, vi diéu nay cling chrflng co gi
quan trong. T4t ca trong hét nhw Tan cudi cung khi t6i t&i. Chiéc sofa xanh
dirng ngay gitta phong. Tdi trirng mét nhin né gidn di, ct nhw moi tdi 15i
déu do n6 ma ra. Ciing nhw an trede, ch'ong ghé” cao nga't triede bire twong
c6 chd gid'u bi mat ctia dng Lucas. Toi da'u tranh v&i ban than. C6 nén luc
chd gid'u ra khong? Trong tredng hop Gideon nghi ngdr, ma chic chin 1a
th&, thi viéc du tién hin nghi t&i chinh 12 luc sodt cin phong, hay 1a
khong? T6i ¢ the dem gidu ching dau dé bén ngoai, roi quay trd lai day
triedc khi Gideon kip toi. ..

T6i hap tdp day hang ghé sang mot bén, nhung roi to6i nghi lai. Th
nha't: Toi khong the gidu chia khda vi tdi con can né d€ md va khoda cura.
Thit hai: Ngay ca khi Gideon c¢6 tim ra chd gid'u, 1am sao hin chitng minh
dwoe n6 1a d€ danh cho t6i? T6i s€ lam ra vé ngu ngo’ khong biét.

T6i lai can than day chdong gh& vé chd cii, cd x6a di nhitng da'u vét 10
liéu hién trén 1&p bui. Sau d6 tdi ki€m tra lai xem c6 diing ctra bi khéa, roi
t01 ng 01 xudng chi€c sofa xanh.

Cam giac giodng nhw bon nam trwede, khi vi vu con &€ch ma t6i va Leslie
phai ngdi cho trong phong thdy hiéu tredng Gilles cho dén khi thdy cé
thoi gian ki€m diém bon ti. Thue ra thi hai dita ciing chang 1am gi xau.
Cynthia dap xe chet phai con €ch nhung sau d6 ché?ing heé té ra an nan (“Chi
la mét con éch ngu ngdc thdi ma!”) nén tdi va Leslie gidn dién nguoi va
quy€t dinh trd thu cho né. Bon t6i dinh dem choén né trong cong vién,
nhwng tredc d6, cling bdi né da chét, nén bon téi nghi ¢ th€ lam cho
Cynthia thirc tinh va nhay cdm hon trong twong lai d6i voi 1 €ch, néu né
gép lai con éch... trong bat sip. C6 ai ngo khi nhin thdy canh twong nay,
Cynthia rd 1én mét chiap nhw bi dong kinh... Hom d6, thay hiéu tredng xi&
ly t6i va Leslie nhw hai ké t6i pham, va ti€c la thdy chwa ting quén di



chuyén nay. Cho dé&n biy gio, mdi Mn gdp hai dira trén hanh lang, thiy lai
bao “A, hai ¢ &ch ddc 4c!” va bon toi lai birc xiic kinh khiing.

T6i nhim mét h'6i 1au. Gideon khong c6 1y do gi d€ x t& vdi toi nhu
vay. Toi khdng 1am gi xAu. Moi ngudi ludn néi khong the tin toi, ho bit mét
toi va khong ai chiu trd 1oi nhitng ciu hdi cuaa tdi, vay thi tdt nhién toi s€ cd
tir tim hi€u xem chuyén gi dang dién ra, ding khong?

Hin & dau thé khong bigt? Cdi béng deén trén tran nha kéu lach tich,
4nh sang chip chon mat mot ldc. O dudi nay khé lanh. C6 18 ho da gii toi
vé mot miia dong hau chién lanh gid nhw ba Maddy hay nhic d&n. Tuyét
vori! Ong nuée déng bing hét, xdc sic vat dong cing nim day phd’. Toi thi
ki€m tra xem hoi thé clia minh c6 tao ra nhitng cum may tring. Chwa dén
ndi thé.

Anh séng lai chdp chon va toi bt du tha’y sor. Chuyén gi sé xay ra néu
do6t nhién t6i phai ng'6i & ddy mdt minh trong bong t6i? L'an nay khong ai
nghi d&n chuyén dwa dén pin cho t6i. Ma néi chung ho khong thé néi rang
da ddi xik chu ddo vdi toi. Trong béng td, chic chan 1l chudt s& ddm bo ra
khoi chd an ndu. Bi€t d4u chiing né déi... Ma noi ndo ¢6 chudt thi bon gidn
cling cach dé khong xa. Ca h'6n ma cua hi€p si mot tay ma Xemerius noi
dén co6 khi cling lwon 1o qua day.

Krrrrk.

Do 1a céai bong den.

Dan dan t6i tin l1a tha c6 Gideon du sao ciing do' hon chudt va ma.
Nhung hin khong t&i. Thay vao d6, dnh siang chip chon cit nhw né chuin
bi trit ho'i thé cudi cling.

H'6i nhd, mdi khi s¢ bong tdi tdi thwong hédt. Biy gior toi cling ba't gidc
lam th€". Luc dau thi hat khé tho6i, nhwng cang luc cang to. N6i cho cung thi
& day dau co ai nghe dwore toi.

Hat gitip t6i chong lai ndi sor. Va chdng lanh. Sau ma’y phit d4u, thAim
chi ca céi bong deén ciing th6i khong chip chon. Nhwng d&€n mot bai cia
Maria Mena thi n6 lai chip chon tré lai, va nhirng bai cda Emiliana Torrini
cling c6 vé khong dwoc wa chudng. Nguwoe lai n6 hoan nghénh nhirng bai
héat cii cia ABBA bang cdc ludng siang déu din. Tiec 12 tdi khong biét
nhiéu bai cia ho, dic biét 1a khong thudc hét 1oi. Nhwng cdi bong dén ciing
cha’p nhan ca “lalala, one chance in a lifetime 4! 1alalala”.



Tbi hat d&n may tiéng dong 6. It ra thi toi cling ¢6 cdm gidc nhw vay.
Sau “The winner takes it all” (bai hat dinh lic that tinh cda Leslie), toi lai
bit dau tir “I wonder”. Vira hét tdi vira nhin nhdy trong phong cho dé lanh.
Sau khi hat “Mamma mia”l’>! t&i TAn th nidm thi t6i tin chic Gideon s&
khong t&i nira.

Chét tiét! Toi da c6 the yén lanh chay 1én trén. Toi lai thir bai “Head
over heels” va toi “You’re wasting my time”!10! thi hin dot ngot ding canh
sofa.

T6i im bit va nhin hin trach méc. “Sao anh t&i muodn the?”

“Tbi ¢ the hidu 1a em thdy thoi gian trdi qua chAm chap.” Anh mét hin
van lanh lung va ky la nhw treée. Hin ra 1ic tay nim ctra. “It ra thi em ciing
da thong minh d€ khong rovi khoi phong. Em lam sao ma bi€t khi nao to6i
toi.”

“Hay qud,” Toi n6i. “Anh k& chuyén ti€u 1am day a?”

Gideon tya vao ctra. “Gwendolyn, em khong can dong vai ngay tho vo
to1 vori t61.”

Tdi khong chiju dung ndi cdi nhin lanh ling clia hdn. Mau mét xanh luc
ma t0i van thich, gio’ bi€n thanh mau thach rong. Chinh mén thach rong ron
ngwoi trong cang tin treong. “Sao anh lai d6i voi toi... té nhw thé” ?” Cai
bong den lai chip chon. C6 1€ n6é dang nhé nhirng giai diéu ABBA cua toi.
“Anh c6 tinh co dem theo béng dén khéng?”

“Chinh mui thudc 14 da phan bdi em.” Gideon nghich chi€c dén pin
trong tay. “Toi da khao ctru do6i chiit va lam phép tinh mét cdng mét.”

T6i nud't nwde bot. “Hut thudc thi c6 gi xau xa dén thé?”

“Em khong hit thudc. Ma em néi d6i khong gidi nhwr em twdng. Chia
khéa dau?”

“Chia khéa nao?”

“Chia khoa 6ng George dwa d€ em c6 the tim dng ngoai vao nam 1956.”
Hin ti€n mot budc vé phia toi. “Khon ra thi chic em gidu né dau d6 trong
ndy, néu khong thi em van git né trong ngudi.” Hén tién t&i bén sofa, 16i
ma’y chi€c godi ra roi ném chung xudng dat. “«O day thi khong c6 roi.”

Tbi kinh hoang nhin hén. “Ong George khong hé dwa cho tdi chiéc chia
khoéa nao ca. That dd@y! Va mui thudc 14 thi hoan toan...”



“Khong chi mui thudc 14 thoi dau. Em con c¢é miii xi ga,” Hin diém tinh
n6i. Anh mét hin luét quanh phong va nging lai tredc ch'ong gh&” dung
canh twong.

Tdi bit dau run, hop v&i cdi béng dén con rung rinh hon. “Tdi...” Toi
ngip nguwng.

“N6i di,” Gideon té ra than thién. “Em hut cd xi ga? Ngoai ba di€u
Lucky Strike? Em dinh n6i vay chi gi?”

T6i1 im bdt.

Gideon cii xudng soi den pin dwdi gam sofa. “Ong George da viét mat
khau ra gidy cho em hay te em hoc thudc? Va lam sao lic v€ em lai ¢6 thé
di qua tram canh Zerberus ma khong bi ho nhic d&n trong ban twong
thut?”

“Anh dang n6i d&n chuyén quai gi thé?” To6i no6i. Le ra tdi can phai to ra
gian du, nhwng ti€c 1a giong t6i hoi run.

“Violet Man Hong, that 1a mdt cai tén ky di, em khong th@y vay sao?
Pa nghe qua bao gio' chwa?” Gideon lai dirng 1én nhin t6i. Khong, thach
rong khong phai 12 phép so sianh chudh cho ddi mét ctia hin. Gio trong
ching 18 lanh sdng nhr mau xanh thud'c doc.

T6i cham rai 18¢ dau.

“La that,” Hin néi. “Ma ba 'y lai con 1a mot ngwdi ban ctia gia dinh em
co' day. Khi t6i tinh co nhéc t&i cdi tén nay véi Charlotte, cd Ay bdo ba
Man Ho6ng t6't bung thweong hay dan khian xo’ cho cac ngwoi.”

Oi thoéi. Con muy Charlotte chét tiét! Chj ta khong th€ ngdm miéng lai
hay sao? “Khong, khong phai the&’” To6i cau ban néi. “Chi ¢6 chiéc cta
Charlotte 1a xo’ thoi, con cia bon tdi thi ldc nao cling rat min.”

Gideon tya vao sofa va khoanh tay lai tredrc ngye. Pén pin chi€u 1én
tran nha, noi cdi béng dén van chdp chon lo 1ang. “Tdi hdi lai Tan cudi
cung. Chia khéa dau, Gwendolyn?”

“T6i thé voi anh 1a 6ng George khdong hé dwa cho t6i ba't ¢ chiéc chia
khéa nao,” Tdi tuyét vong ¢ han ché& tham hoa. “Ong &y khong lién quan
gi t&’i chuyén nay.”

“Khong lién quan? Nhw da néi, t6i thd'y em khong gidi néi doi dau.”
Hin chi¢u dén vé phia chong gh&. “Néu 13 em thi toi sé gidu chia khéa &
dau d6 dwoi ném ghe”



U. Th¢ thi hin ct viée di luc gh€. It ra thi hén c6 viéc d€ lam cho téi
khi bon tdi quay vé hién tai. Chic ciling khong con 1au nira.

“Mat khéc...” Gideon chia den pin chi€u thealng vao mat to1. “Mat khac
thi day cheamg khac nao da trang xe cat.”

T61 bc minh bwde sang mot bén: “Anh thoi di!”

“Va khong phai ldc nao nguwoi ta cling nén suy bung ta ra bung nguoi,”
Gideon néi ti€p. Trong 4nh sdng chdp chon ctia béng den, ddi méit hin cang
ldc cang thAm mau, to6i dot nhién thay s¢ hian. “Cé th€ em dang gid'u chia
khéa trong tidi quan ciing nén. Pwa né day cho t6i!” Hén chia tay ra.

“T6i da bao la téi khdng c6 chia khéa nao!”

Gideon It Itr ti€n t&i chd toi. “Né&u toi 1a em thi tdi s& tir nguyén ndp né
ra. Nhwng nhw da néi, khong phai lic nao nguwoi ta cling nén suy bung ta ra
bung nguwoi.”

Chinh vao lic nay, cai bong dén trit hoi thd cudi cung.

Gideon ding ngay trrd'c mat toi, chi€c den pin chi€u nguoc vao twong.
Trir lu'6ng sang nay ra thi trong phong t6i om. “Thé nao?”

“Puwng lai gan t6i.” To6i ui lai vai bwde cho téi khi cham lwng vao
twong. M&i hdm kia, hin gan thé” vAn con chwa di. Nhung gior téi ctr nhw
dang & canh mdt ngwoi la. Dot nhién t6i cdm thd’y vd cung phin nd. “C6
chuyén gi v&i anh thé?” To6i noi cdu. “T6i cé lam gi anh dau! Toi khong
hi€u ndi sao anh hdm nay hon t6i, ngay mai lai da ghét t6i. Vi sao?” Nuwdc
mét tdi trao ra nhanh t&i ndi tdi khong kip can ching lin dai xudng trén ma.
May la khong the nhin thdy gi trong bong tdi.

“C6 1€ vi t6i khong thich bi ngwoi khac Ira.” Mac ké 1o canh cédo cia
t0i, Gideon van It It tién t&i va TAn nay t6i khong con chd d€ 1ui. “Dic biét
toi khong thich an qua lwa cia nhitng ¢ gdi hdm tred'c con 6m vai ba c0,
hom sau da d€’ t6i an don.”

“Anh dang nd6i cai quai gi the?”

“To1 da trong thay em, Gwendolyn.”

“Cai gi? Anh trong thdy t6i ¢ dau?”

“Trong Tan vt thoi gian sang hom qua. Téi ¢é viée ¢an lam nhung chi
tién dwore vai mét, vi ddt nhién em xua't hién ngay gitta dwong, giong nhw



a0 anh trén sa mac. Em nhin t6i mim cwoi, nhw the’ em rat vui khi gap toi.
Nhuwng r'oi em quay got va bi€n ma't & khic r&.”

“Nhung d6 1a ldc ndo?” To6i ngo ngéc dén ndi ngirng khoc trong ma'y
giay.

Gideon tang 1o’ cau hoéi cua toi. “Mot gidy sau, toi ré vao do thi bi gidng
mot cd vao ddu va khong con ¢ th€ néi nang gi voi em.”

“T6i da... V&t thwong kia 12 do t6i gay ra?” Nhitng giot nwdc mét lai
lan tron.

“Khong,” Gideon bdo. “T6i khong nghi the’. Lic t6i trong thdy em, em
khong cam thir gi trong tay. Hon ntra, t6i khong nghi em lai c¢6 thé€ nén
manh nhw vdy. Khong, em chi du tdi vao géc dwong, bdi ¢6 ai d6 da doi
s&n toi & da’y.”

Khong the nao. Chuyén nay hoan toan khong the.

“T6i s€ khong bao gior lam thé,” Cudi cung thi tdi cling thdt 1€n kha
ranh mach. “Khong doi nao!”

“T6i ciing hoi s6¢,” Gideon tinh bo. “T6i ¢ nghi, ching ta la... ban.
Nhung t6i qua, ldc em tré vé sau khi phan nhanh h'6i khir, ngwoi n'6ng nic
mui thu6c 14 thi t6i nghi toi kha nang 1au nay em da néi doi téi. Gio thi dwa
chia khoa day cho t6i1!”

Tbi gio tay gat nwdc mét trén md. Tiéc 1a nhitng giot mé&i lai 18 lwot ndi
tiép khong dirt. C& ging 14m t6i m&i cin dwoc nhitng ti€ng nitc nd va vi
thé toi lai cang ghét minh hon. “Néu ding la nhw th€’, sao anh lai néi v&i
moi ngwoi 1a anh khong trong tha’y ai da danh anh?”

“Boi vi d6 1a sy that. Toi khong trong thdy ngeoi d6 1a ai.”

“Nhwng anh cuing khong nd1 gi vé toi. Vi sao?”

“Bd&i vi twr 1au t6i da nghi 6ng George... Em dang khdc day a?” Chiéc
den pin chi€u th:flng vao mit budc t6i phai nhdm mét vi chéi. C6 18 trong tdi
giong mot con séc van vén. Sao t6i lai di chai 16ng mi 1am gi?

“Gwendolyn...” Gideon tit dén di.

Gi ntra day? Luc sodt ngwoi trong bong t6i?

“Anh cit di,” Toi nirc no. “T6i khdong ¢6 chia khda nao trong nguoi, toi
thé day. Khong can biét anh da trong thd’y ai, nhwng ngwoi d6 khong thé



nao 1a t6i. Toi s€ khong bao gior, khdng bao gio, cho phép ngwoi khic dong
cham dén anh.”

Mic du khong trong thdy gi nhung t6i cdm nhan dwoec Gideon dang
dirng ngay trede mit. Hoi Am tir cor th€ hin twa nhw chigc 16 sudi trong
béng t&i. Khi tay hdn cham md4 tdi, toi giat bdn. Han rut ngay tay lai.

“T6i xin 16i,” Toi nghe hin thi thAm. “Gwen, t6i...” Dot nhién giong
hin y&u dudi, nhung t6i qud rdi tri d€ c6 the dic y vé diéu nay.

T6i khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian trdi qua trong khi hai dira déng tror
ra day. Nwdc mét tdi van gian giua. Con hin dang lam gi, tdi khdng nhin
tha'y.

T&i mot lic ndo d6, hin bat den pin, hing giong r'di soi 1én chiéc dong
h'd deo tay. “Con ba phiit nira chiing ta s& quay tré lai,” Hin néi v&i giong
vo cam. “Em nén ra khdi goc ay, né€u khong em s€ ha canh xudng céi
reong.” Hén quay lai chd chiéc sofa, nhit may cdi gdi hin virt xudng dat
lic nay Ién.

“Em biét khong, trong s& tit cA nhitng ngudi cin vé thi anh cho rang
ong George ¢6 vé la ngwoi trung thanh nhat. Mot ngwoi ¢ the luén ludén
tin tedng dwoe.”

“Nhung thyc sy 6ng George khong lién quan gi d€n chuyén nay,” Toi
lwong Iy di ra khdi géc nha. Toi dwa tay 1én lau kho nwde méit. Tot hon hét
1a to6i k&€ cho hin nghe sy that, it ra thi hin s& khong con nghi ngd long
trung thanh cta 6ng George t0i nghi€p. “L'an d4u ti€n khi phan nhdnh h'6i
khir t&i ddy, toi tinh co gdp 6ng ngoai.” U thi c6 1& khong hoan toan 1a sy
that. “Ong xudng tim mot chai rweou... gio thi chuyén nay ciing cha quan
trong. D6 1a mot cudc hdi ngd ky di, didc biét 1a khi ngwoi nay biét dwoc
ngudi kia 13 ai. Ong dd gidu sin chia khéa va mat khau trong phong d€ T'an
sau khi ti toi, hai dng chau con ¢6 dip gap lai chuyén tro. B&i vay nén hom
qua, hodc vao nam 1956 ciling vay, tdi dong vai Violet Man Hong t&i day.
D¢ gip 6ng ngoai! Ong dd ma't cdch ddy vai nim va toi rd't nhé dng. Néu
co the, cheamg 1€ anh khong lam diéu twong ty? Pwoc néi chuyén voi Ong
mot [an nwra...” Toi lai im bit.

Gideon im ling. Tdi nhin chdm cham vao béng hén va cho doi.

“Thé& con 6ng George? H06i d6 6ng ay da la trer 1y cia 6ng ngoai em,”
Cudi ciing hin néi.



“Piing 12 t6i c6 gdp 6ng &y mot thodng. Ong ngoai k&€ véi dng Ay ring
t6i 12 c6 em ho Hazel. Chic chin 6ng 4y da quén tr 1au, d&i v&i dng Ay thi
dé 1a mot cudc gap go khong quan trong, lai con cdch diy rong rd nam
muoi lam ndm nira chx.” T6i dit tay 1én bung. “T6i nghi 1a...”

“Pung,” Gideon néi. Han chia tay ra, nhuwng rd rang lai doi y. “Sép bat
dau da’y,” hin chi néi citng nhic. “Em lai gan day vai budc.”

Cin phong bit dau xoay tron, téi loang choang nhin ra dnh sdng va thay
Whitman bao: “Hai dia day roi.”

Gideon dit dén pin 1€n ban va 1én nhin t6i. Cling c¢6 th€ chi la twdng
trong clia tdi, nhung dwdng nhwr ¢6 chit thwong cdm trong 4nh mét hén.
T6i 1én lau mit mot MAn nira nhwng thdy Whitman van nhén thdy to6i da
khéc. Ngoai thay ra, khong con ai trong phong. Xemerius chic da bd di vi
chan ngdYy.

“C6 chuyén gi the¢’, Gwendolyn?” Thay Whitman hoi giong gido vién
man cam. “Cé6 chuyén gi xay ra 2?” N&u khong quen thay, chic 1a tdi d doa
khé6c nire né (“Cai ga Gideon ngu... u... ngdc... kia choc... oc gheo em!”).
Nhwng t6i lai qua biét thdy. M&i tuan trwedc, thdy cling dung chinh cai
giong nay khi hdi bon toi ai dd v€ bi€m hoa c6 Counter 1én bang. “Thay
tha’y nghé si vé birc nay thyc sy ¢6 tai,” Thay néi va mim cwoi thich thu.
Cynthia (chx con ai!) nhanh nhau khai ra Peggy. Ngay lap tirc, thay
Whitman ngung cwoi, ghi tén Peggy vao sO theo doi 1op. “Téi khong ndi
doi vé tai ning ctia em. Em thuc ¢6 tai tw ddy minh vao ric rdi, qua thuc
ra't ddng ngwong mo,” thay con bao the’.

“Thé& nao?” Thay mim cwoi tin cdy va thwong cam. Nhwng dung hong
t6i mac Itra.

“Chuot a,” T6i 1am bam. “Thay bao la ¢ d6 khong c6... R'6i sau dé cai
bdéng den lai con bi chdy, ma thdy c¢6 dwa cho em cdi dén pin nao d€ cam
theo ddu. Em chi ¢c6 mot minh trong béng t6i voi con chudt kinh tém.”
Suyt ntra tdi con b'6i thém “Em s€ mach me,” nhwng may con kip phanh lai.

Trong thdy Whitman hoi bdi rdi. “Thay xin 16i,” Thay néi. “L'An sau
chiing ta s€ nh& chuyén nay.” R6i thdy lai chuyén sang giong gido huan.
“Bay gio nguoi ta s€ dwa em vé nha. T6i khuyén em nén di ngi sd'm, ngay
mai s€ la mot ngay va't va.”



“P€ em dwa cd &y ra xe,” Gideon cam 13y chi€c khan den nguoi ta
thwong diing d€ bit mét toi. “Ong George dau?”

“Ong &y dang ban hop,” Thidy Whitman nhfu may dap. “Gideon, toi
tha’y cau nén xem lai giong diéu ctia minh di. S& di ching t6i bd qua nhiéu
chuyén b&i vi ching t6i bi€t hién tai cau kha va't va, nhwng ciu cling nén to
ra kinh trong nhtrng thanh vién trong B§ No6i vu hon ntra.”

Gideon khong thay ddi sic mit. Nhung hin 1& phép ddp: “Thay néi
ding, thdy Whitman. Em xin 16i.” Hén chia tay ra cho tdi. “Pi cht?”

Thi€u chit nira thi tdi nim 147y tay hin theo phan xa thun tuy. Nhung
toi khong mudn d€ ma't mat hoan toan nén khong the’ lam th&”. Chinh diéu
d6 khién tim toi dau nhéi. Toi lai suyt trao nuwde mit.

“Chao thay,” T6i néi v&i thady Whitman va ¢6” nhin xu6ng nén nha.

Gideon m¢& cura.

“Hen mai gdp lai,” Thay Whitman bdo. “Va hai em dung quén: nga tron
gia’c la sy chuan bi t6t nha't.”

Céanh cwra sip lai sau lwng.

“Ra la th€&, vdy la chi ¢c6 mot minh em v&i con chudt kinh tém trong
ham t617,” Gideon mim cuwoi nhin toi.

T6i khong tai ndo hiéu ndi. Hai ngay nay han nhin t6i v&i 4nh mét lanh
nhu bing. Trong maYy tié€ng dong h'd vira qua, 4nh mét hin tham chi con ¢
th€ khién ca t6i 1an ma’y con vat tOi nghiép trong mia dong hiu chién tranh
doéng bing ciing ngic. Con bay gio? Chi ¢An mdt ciu néi diia, va ta't ca lai
nhw cii? L& nao hin 1a tén bao hanh bénh hoan, chi ¢6 th€ mim cudi khi da
hanh ha t61 dén no1 dé€n chon?

“Anh khong dinh bit mét tdi 4?” T6i van chua c6 tAm trang nao d€ nghe
nhitng ciu duia vo duyén clia hin, hin nén tha’y ro diéu nay.

Gideon nhtdn vai. “T6i nghi 1a em da thudc dwong. Thé nén chiing ta c6
th& bd qua khau bit mét. Pi thdi.” Lai mot nu cwdi than 4i.

L4n déau tién toi trong thdy nhitng 167 di dwdi hdm & thoi hién tai.
Twong trat vira phéng phiu, dén di€n chim trong hd'c. Mot s& deén cai cam
ung chuyén dong, chi€u sang hoan héo toan bd 161 di.

“Khong may an twong, ding khong?” Gideon bdo. “TAt cd 107 di din ra
phia ngoai déu dwoc 1ip clra va dén bdo dong dic biét. Gid & trong nay



chang khéc gi & trong két sit ciia nha bing. Nhung ti't cd nhirng thir nay chi
m&i ¢6 tr nhirng nam bay muwoi, tredc d6 ngwoi ta cd the tr diy di dao
dwdi long dat téi niva London.”

“T6i khong quan tam,” Toéi ca'm cau.

“Th€& em mudn noi ve chuyén gi?”

“Cheamg vé chuyén gi ca.” Lam sao hin c6 th& 1am nhur khong hé cé
chuyén gi x4y ra? Nu cudi ngu ngdc va giong xa giao clia hin khién toi 16n
rudt. Téi cd di that nhanh. Nhung ngay cd khi d@ mim moi that chat, toi
cling khéng céan dwgc nhitng lovi bét ra tw trong long. “T6i khong thé€ nao
lam ndi, Gideon! T6i khong the hi€u noi sao anh lai cé thé lic thi hon toi
ldc lai d61 x& v&i t0i ¢ nhw anh cam ghét t6i dén cuing tan.”

Gideon im ldng h6i 1au. “Thwc ra sudt budi tdi mudn hdén em hon la
ghét em,” R'di hén bdo. “Nhung ma em ciing 1am khé cho nguwoi ta 1dm.”

“Toi chgng lam gi anh ca,” T6i ndi.

Hin dung chan lai. “Thdi di, Gwendolyn! Em khdng nghi 12 tdi tin ciu
chuyén ctia em vé 6ng ngoai dd'y ch? Cir nhr th€ 6ng em tinh co xuat
hién trong can phong ma em phan nhanh thoi gian! Ciing tinh co hét nhw
khi Paul va Lucy xu#t hién chd quy ba Tilney. Hodc todn ngwoi trong Hyde
Park.”

“U, chinh x4c, t6i da dich than goi ho t&i vi t6i ludbn mudn dwoc dip
c¢am ki€m xién thing bung nguoi khac. Chwa néi dé€n chuyén t6i con khang
khang doi nhin thd’y ngwoi dan 6ng ma't nira khuoén mat!” Toi cai.

“Trong twong lai em s€ lam gi va vi sao...”

“Anh cAm mom di!” T6i 10n tiét gho 1&n. “To6i ngdn 1dm réi! T thir
Hai dén gio’ t6i ctr nhw dang trong con ac mdng khdng bao gior dut. Cir ngor
da tinh gid’c, t6i lai nhan ra minh con mo. Trong dau tdi ¢6 t&i hang triéu
cAu hdi ma khong ai chiju trd 1. Ai ciing doi téi cd ging hét sirc d€ thuc
hién nhirtng muc dich ma t6i khong hi€u!” T6i lai pham pham di nhw chay,
nhung Gideon dé dang theo kip. Bén chan ciu thang khong c6 ai ding doi
de hoi mat khau. Ma héi de’ lam gi, khi moi 167 di déu dwoe canh gitv nhw
trong Fort Knox!!”7l. T6i budc hai bic mot. “Khdng ai hdi xem toi c6 thich
chuyén nay hay khong. Toi phai chiu dung ldo thday day nhdy dién ro,
miéng khong ngwng chivi ria téi. Con co chi ho yéu quy thi dwoc phép the



hién cho t6i thd’y ta't ca nhirng gi chi ta thanh thao con t6i thi khéng bao gio’
hoc duoc, con anh... anh...”

Gideon lic dau. “Nay, em c6 th€ dit minh vao hoan cinh clia tdi mot
Ian khong?” Gio han ciing hét binh tinh. “P&i v&i toi cling thé” thoi! Hay
em dinh xt trf ra sao, néu gid st em biét chic ring s¢m muodn gi tdi ciing
bd tri ai d6 nén mot chuy 1€n dau em? Toi khong nghi 1a trong hoan canh
Ay, em lai vin c6 th& coi toi 1a mot ngwoi dé mén va vo tdi, phai khong?”

“Pang nao toi cling khdng lam th&!” To6i néi gay git. “Anh biét khong?
Gio thi thdm chi tdi con c¢6 th€ hinh dung s€ dich than tang cho anh mot
chuy vao dau.”

“PaYy, tha'y chwra,” Gideon lai mim cuwoi.

T6i chi hie mot ti€ng tirc gidn. Chdng t6i di ngang phong Madame
Rossini. Dudi khe cira, 4nh sang van hét ra hanh lang. C6 1& ba dang ban
may trang phuc cho bon toi.

Gideon hing giong. “Nhuw di néi, toi xin 16i. Ching ta gio c¢6 thé& néi
chuyén binh thwong dwoc chwa?”

Binh thiwong! Khoi hai that.

“Thé’... 67 nay em con dinh lam gi?” Hén hdi bing giong tdn giu than
mat hay ho nha't clia minh.

“T4at nhién 1a t6i s€ con cham chi luyén nhay Menuett. Va tredre khi di
ngu, téi con ¢6” dat cau khong c¢6 nhirng tr nhir may hit bui, mdy do huyét
4p, the duc th€ hinh va phiu thuat ghép tim,” T6i chua ngoa ddp. “Con
anh?”

Gideon nhin ddng h'd. “Tdi sé di gip Charlotte va thing em trai r'oi...
d€ xem thé nao. HOm nay cling la t6i thir Bdy ma.”

U, ta't nhién. Ho cit tha h'd xem v&i xét, toi thi xin du.

“Cam on anh da dwa t6i 1€n,” T6i lanh nhat hét co. “Tw diy tdi c6 th€
tw ra xe.”

“T6i cling tién dwong ma,” Gideon bdo. “Em c6 th€ ngung chay dwoc
roi. Toi ciing khong nén van ddong qua strc. Chi thi cia bac si White.”

Mic dii con tire tran hong, téi van thay thodng chiit cin rit lrong tAm.
Tai liéc xéo hin. “Nhung néu & géc phd sip tdi cé bi ai d6 nén vao dau,
thi anh ciing dirng ¢6 bao t6i du anh ra da’y.”



Gideon mim cudi. “Chéc em con chwa 1am viy.”

Khong bao gio toi lam vay ca, y nghi &y chot thoang qua dau. Ba't k&
hin d6i xt vdi toi t& hai d&n mic ndo. To6i s& khdng bao gior cho phép ai
dong cham d&n hin. Khong can biét ngwoi hin nhin tha’y 12 ai, du thé nao
thi d6 cling khong the'la toi.

Cong vom triedc mét bon t6i 16e sang bdi anh dén chdp cia may anh.
Mic du da 61, nhiéu du khdch van con lai vang & Temple. Phia cudi quang
treong hoi cho, chiéc Limousine den quen thudc da dau sn. Khi thd’y bon
toi toi gan, nguoi 1di xe bwdc ra mé ctra cho tdi. Gideon doi cho t&i khi toi
vio xe, roi hin cii xudng. “Gwendolyn?”

“Gi?” Troi qud t61, tdi khong nhin 16 mit hén.

“Udc gi em tin t6i hon.” Nghe rat nghiém tic va chan that, khién tdi
ding hinh mat maYy giay.

R6i t0i ddp: “Udc gi toi ¢6 thé 1am the”.” Mai dén khi Gideon déng cira
lai va xe chuyén banh, t6i m&i nghi ra di€u I€ ra téi nén néi: “Toi cling wdc
g1 dwore anh tin hon.”

Mit Madame Rossini sdng rirc vi phan khich. Ba nim tay t6i din ra truéc
tAm guong lon trén twong d€ to6i chiém ngwong thanh qua lao dong cua
minh. Thoat nhin t6i con suyt khong nhan ra chinh minh. Trwdc hét 1a bdi
mai téc vOn thzamg gio’ dwgre udn thanh vo s6” lon nhod va bui 1én thanh mot
ndi khong I'6. Trong gidng ki€u ddu caa chi ho Janet hdm dam cuwdi. Vai
lon budng loi nhw day 10 xo trén ddi vai tran. Tong vdy d6 thAm khién
nurée da tdi von nhot nhat nay cang tring hon, nhung khong c¢6 vé 6m y&u
ma twoi tdn rang ro'. B&i Madame Rossini di khéo 1éo phti phan 1én mili,
tran va danh chdt md h'ong cho t6i. Mic du hdom qua thirc khuya, nhung
nho tai trang di€m cta ba, nhitng quang tham dudi mét téi da bieh mat.

“Y hét Bach Tuyét,” Madame Rossini xtiic dong cam mau vai cham doi
mét wdt. “Dd nhrr mdu, tring nhw tuyét, den nhw gd mun. C6 18 ho sé trach
ta vi lam chau ndi bat nhw con cdng x0e dudi mia. Pwa mong tay ra ta xem,
W, tres bien! 8] rat sach s& va gon gang. Gio 1ic dau xem ndo. Khong, chdu
ctt Iic manh vao, chdu phai gitr dwoc ki€u téc nay sudt budi t6i.”

“Ct nhw chau dang d6i mii trén dau,” T6i noi.



“R'6i chau s€ quen thoi,” Madame Rossini vira ddp vura xit keo gitr toc.
Trén dau tdi, ngoai cad tram cdi cap tam dang ghim chat nui téc con c6 maYy
chiéc ciip tim trang tri gin nhitng d6a h'ong nhd gidng hét nhirng bdng vién
c0 0. Tuyét dep! “Xong roi, thi€n nga cao co. C6 can ta chup anh I'an ntra
khong?”

“Q, ¢6 chir a!” T6i luc loi trong cip. “Leslie s& giét chdu ma't néu chau
khong Iwu lai khodnh khéc nay.”

“Ta mudn chup vai tAm c6 ca hai dira,” Madame Rossini néi, sau khi da
chup t6i ca chuc T4n tir moi phia. “Chdu va ca thang nhéc khé day kia. D&
ngwoi ta thd’y cac bd trang phuc dwgc phdi véi nhau hoan hdo nhwng lai t&
nhi t&i mirc nao. Nhung Gideon gio do Giordano phu trach. Ta khong
mudn lai phai tranh c@i v€ sy can thi€t ctia nhirng doi ta't hoa van. Cai gi
cling c6 gidi han ctia né.”

“Nhung doi ta't nay khong t€ chit nao,” T6i noi.

“P6 1a vi mic du trong nhw nhirng do6i ta't thoi d6, nhung ching dé chiu
hon nhiéu nho cha't liéu elasthan,” Madame Rossini bdo. “H6i xwa, ta't thit
thé& nay thi c6 ma ctra dirt nira dui ngwoi ta. Tat cia chdu thi chi d€ trang
tri. D1 nhién ta khong hy vong s€ c6 ai nhom dwore xudng dwdi vdy chau,
nhung né&u c6 thi cling khong ai phan nan gi dwoc, n’est-ce pas?” Ba vd
tay. “Bien, gio’ ta s& goi dién Ién trén, thong bdo chdu da sin sang.”

Trong ldc ba goi dién, t6i lai ra tredre gwong. Toi rat hdi hdp. Tw sang
to1 da cd tdng Gideon ra khoi y nghi. T6i lam dwoc, nhwng céi gid phai tra
la téi thwong xuyén nghi t&i ba twde Saint Germain. T6i sor gdp lai ba twdrc.
Ddng thoi toi lai thd'y vui kho td vé budi da tiéc van khién toi thdy hoi
chon chon.

T&1 qua, me tdi cho phép Leslie nga lai, vi thé budi t&i thanh ra dé chju.
Phan tich k¥ lai nhirng sy kién dién ra trong ngdy cuing Leslie v Xemerius,
toi thdy nhe ngwoi hon. C6 thé€ hai dra chi muén dong vién, nhwng ca
Leslie 1An Xemerius déu cho ring t6i van chwa c6 1y do d& nhay cau ty tir vi
that tinh. Ca hai déu nghi, trong tinh hudng nay thi Gideon cw xtr nhw thé’
cling c6 ly do chinh dang, va quan di€m cua Leslie 1a vi sy binh dealng gioi
ma d6i khi nam gi&i cling c¢6 quyén mang tam trang phlen ndo, va linh cam
chic chin cta né cho thiy trong siu thdm tAm h'6n, h&n van 12 mot chang
trai ding yéu.



“Cau dau c6 bigt han!” Toi 1ic dau. “Cau chi néi vay vi ciu biét dé 1a
diéu t& mudn nghe.”

“U, va vi t& cling mudn d6 1a sy that,” Leslie dap. “Con né&u cudi cing
h&n van 14 thing khon, dich than t& s& t&i tim va nén cho hn mét tran! Té
htra.”

Mai t61 mudn Xemerius m&i vEé t&i nha. Trede d6 to6i da nho né di theo
doi Charlotte, Raphael va Gideon.

Ngwoc voi nd, cé tdi va Leslie déu mudn nghe vé Raphael khong biét
chan.

“Néu cdc nang hdi té: thing nhéc d6 hinh nhw hoi qua banh,” Xemerius
khich bac. “Va hin ciing biét 6 diéu nay.”

“Néu vay thi Charlotte 1a dia chi thich hop,” Leslie hai long. “Cong
chda tuy&t clia chiing ta xwa nay van quen triét ha niém vui s6'ng clia ba't ky
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ai.

Bon t6i kéo nhau 1é€n ng6i trén biu ctra sO rong rai. Xemerius ngy trén
ban, dudi khép gon gang quanh ngwdi va bat dau twong thuat.

Thoat tién Charlotte va Raphael di dan kem, sau d6 dén rap chi€u bong
roi di gip Gideon & quéan Y. Leslie va t6i mudn biét ti mi ting chi tiét, tw
tén phim dén 1op pht pizza, thim chi ca teng ciu ndi. Theo Xemerius,
Charlotte va Raphael kién cwong tro chuyén ki€u 6ng ndi ga ba ndi vit.
Trong khi Raphael thich ban luan vé dieém khac biét gitra cac ¢6 gai Anh va
Phdp ciing nhw khia canh sinh 1y thi Charlotte lai 1dam nham mai vé maYy
ngwoi nhan gidi Nobel Van hoc muroi ndim gan diy, khi€n Raphael cang lic
cang chdn, thim chi ngudi ta con thd'y hin bat dau nghiéng ngé cdc co gai
khéc khong can giau gi€m. Trong rap chi€u bong, Raphael khong may may
sam sOo Charlotte (khi€n Xemerius vO cung kinh ngac), roi sau khoang
mudi phit hin thi€p di ngon lanh. Leslie bdo 1au réi né m&i dwoce nghe
chuyén dang y€u dén the& va tbi cling dong tinh. Va dwong nhi€n bon t61
mudn biét Gideon, Charlotte va Raphael c6 néi vé tdi & quan Y. Xemerius
(hoi mién cwong) thuat lai cude ddi thoai ddng ghét sau diy (ding hon 1a
to1 dich true ti€p cho Leslie nghe):

Charlotte: Giordano e la ngay mai Gwendolyn sé dung ddu hong day.

Gideon: Em lam on dwa lo dau Oliu cho toi dwgc khong?



Charlotte: Don gidn la doi voi Gwendolyn, chinh tri va lich s la nhitng bi mdt
sau bdy tidng khoa, va tén tuoi thi khong bao gior nho dwoc, vao tai nay thi ra tai kia.
DPay khong phdi 16i ciia em dy. Chi don gidn la ndo em &y khong dii dung lwong lwu
trie. Trong do da chdt nich tén ca sT cdc ban nhac nam va danh sdch dai 1é thé nhitng
bd phim tinh cdm sén sua.

Raphael: Gwendolyn la cdé em ho biét vt thoi gian ciia cdu phdi khong? Hom
qua té ¢6 gdp & trwong. Toc den mdt xanh, diing khong?

Charlotte: U, va vét ba my ddnh déau nhie qud chudi bén thdi dwong.

Gideon: Nhw niva ving trang nho.

Raphael: Con ban gdi cé @y tén gi nhi? Co bé toc vang ddy tan nhang? Lilly?

Charlotte: Leslie Hay. Ndo to hon Gwendolyn mét teo, bu lai thi la vi dy dién
hinh vé cho nao chii nd@y. Cé nang cé mét con ché lai Golden Retriever tén la Bertie.

Raphael: Yéu the?

Charlotte: Cdu thich cho?

Raphael: Ddc biét la giong Golden Retriever co tan nhang.

C{zarlotte: Hiéu roi! Vdy thi cdu cit thir vdn may ciia minh xem sao. Chang kho
khdn lam dau. Leslie con ton giai hon cd Gwendolyn.

Gideon: Thit a? Gwendolyn dd cé bao nhiéu...a, o ... ban trai?

Charlotte: Oi trori. Cha cha, ndi ra thi ngwong chét. Em khong mudén néi xdu nd,
chi co diéu nd it kén cd chon canh, dac biét la khi da nhdu vao. Trong lop em co 1€ n6
da diem xoi tdt, con ddm con trai lop trén... Cha, dén lic nao dé em da ngiwng dém.
Bon ho ddt cho né cdi biét danh ma cé 1é em khong nén néu ra ¢ day.

Raphael: Giwong bénh xd?

Gideon: Em lam on dwa cho toi lo mudi dworc khong?

Khi Xemerius k€ t&i ddy, toi 1ap tirc nhdy dung diy dinh chay xudng
bop ¢O Charlotte. Nhwng Leslie gitr chat t6i va bdo, quin tir tra thi mwoi
nam chwa mudn. N6 khong chdp nhan 1ap ludn cua t6i 1a chi mudn gi€t
ngwoi chir khdng ¢ y dinh tra thu. Ngoai ra n6 con bao, chi can Gideon va
Raphael thong minh bing mot phan tw vé dep trai cia ho thi s& chéng tin
Charlotte 18’y ntra 1oi.

“T¢ thay Leslie hoi gidng mot con Golden Retriever thit,” Xemerius
bdo r'di vdi vang chdng ché triedc 4nh mét trach méc clia toi: “Cau biét 1a
to’ thich ché ma! Chung la dong vt tinh khon.”

U, diing 12 Leslie khon that. N6 da T4an ra dwgc bi mat gidu trong cudn
Ky s7 xanh. Tuy nhién, t6n cong tinh d&€m nhung k€t qua lai hoi tha't vong.



Ba&i d6 lai 1a mot diy mat ma khac gom hai chir céi va cac ky tw ky cuc.

Ndam mot khong ba khong bon mdt chdm bdy tdm n phdy khong khong
khong tdm bon chin chdim chin mot w.

Lidc bon t6i Tan mo vao thw vién thi da nra dém. Thuc ra chi c6 Leslie
va toi 1én vao, Xemerius da bay truoc.

Tai d6 bon tdi tim thém go'i ¥ trén khip céc gid sdch, dén ca ti€ng dong
h6. Cudn sach thir ndm mwoi mdt & hang thir ba, trang thir tw, dong thir
bay, tir thir tdm... nhung dit bon t6i ¢6 tinh tir géc nao - td't ca nhirng gi tim
dwoc déu chgng c6 nghia gi. Cudi cung bon t6i vo dai may cudn sach ra
gili, hy vong c6 th€ tim dwgc mdt manh gidy khac. Vo ich. Mac du vay,
Leslie van rat ty tin. N6 lién tuc 16i mau gid'y ghi dong mat ma trong tii
quAn ra soi. “Chic chin né phai cé nghia gi d6,” N6 1dm bam mdt minh
khong ngirng. “Nha't dinh t& s& tim ra bang dwoc.”

R'6i bon t6i cling 1€n giwvong di ngll. Sang so'm, chi€c dong h'é bdo thirc
phii phang 16i toi ra khdi gid’c ngdi khong méng mi, va k€ ti ldc do toi chi
con nghi t&i budi da tiéc.

“Ong George s€ dén don chau,” Madame Rossini kéo toi ra khoi dong
suy nghi. Ba dwa cho t6i mot cdi tii nhod, Réticule cta toi. Trong gidy pht
cudi, toi con cin nhic xem c6 nén gidu con dao thdi rau cia Nhat vao dé
khong. Trai v&i nhirng 1o ddn do cta Leslie, tdi quyét dinh khong dung
bing dinh gin né 1&én dui. Hau d4u nhw tdi chic chin s& ty giy thwong tich.
Con n€u thyce sy xdy ra chuyén gi thi téi chwa hinh dung ra cich go dwoc
no ra khoi dui dudi vdy. Lic 6ng George budc vao, Madame Rossini phi
1€n vai tdi chi€c khan rdng dworc théu thua ti mi. Ba hon t6i 1€n ca hai ma.
“Chiic chdu gip nhiéu may mén, thién nga cao ¢5,” Ba bio. “Ong nhé tra
con bé lanh 13dn v€ cho t61 nhé, dng George.”

Ong George mim cuoi dwom chit dau khS. Dwong nhw dng khong con
tron tria va &m 4p nhw moi khi. “Tiéc 1a diéu d6 khong nim trong tay toi,
Madame. Di th6i, chdu gdi cua ta, ¢6 vai ngwoi mudn lam quen véi chau.”

Khi ching téi 1€n t&i Long dién thi da la dau gio chiéu. Miac d6 va lam
dau ngdn mat hon hai tiéng dong h'o. Ong George kiém 101 mot cach bat
thwong, con t6i mai tip trung d€ khong gidm 1&én gi'u vay khi 1én cAu thang.
T6i budc phai nhd dén Tan cudi cung bon toi t&i theé ky 18, nghi dén viéc
lam th& nao thodt dwgc toan ngwoi no trong bd trang phuc cong kénh nay.



“Ong George, dng c6 th€ giai thich cho chdu nghe vé Lién minh Firenze
dworc khong?” Toi hoi nhwe vo tinh nght dén.

Ong George dirng lai. “Lién minh Firenze? Ai di k€& cho chdu nghe
chuyén nay?”

“Thyc ra thi chéng ai ca,” Toi the dai ndi. “Nhung thinh thoang chau
cling nghe dwoe vai chuyén. Chau héi ciling chi vi chau... s¢. Toan nguoi
tan cong bon chau trong cong vién thudc li€n minh &y phai khong?”

Ong George nghiém nghi nhin t6i. “Hinh nhw vdy. Kha chic chin 1a
dang khdc. Nhung chdu ding sor. Ta nghi hom nay hai dira s& khong phai
dé phong cudc tdn cong nao. Chiing ta ciing ba twdc va Rakoczy da chuan
bi ta't ca cac cach thirc phong bj an ninh kha thi.”

Tdi dinh m& miéng, nhung dng George ngit 1&i: “Thodi dwoe, kéo chdu
s€ chéng chiu yén: Ping 1a ching ta phai tinh t&i chuyén cé ké phan boi
trong hang ngii Poi Can vé vao nim 1782. C6 thé hén cling chinh 12 nguwoi
da tiét 10 thong tin din t&1 cdc vu tAn cong ba twdc Saint Germain nhiéu
nim trede & Paris, Dover, Amsterdam va Pirc.” Ong day trdn. “Trong céc
bién ni€n s khong ghi rd tén tudi hin. Mic du bd tudc di triét ha dwoc
Lién minh Firenze, nhung ké phan boi trong hang ngti i Can vé chwa bao
gio bi 14t mat na. Nhung Tan tré vé nam 1782 ctia cac chau la d€ thay doi
diéu do6.”

“Gideon cho rang Lucy va Paul c6 lién quan t&i vu nay.”

“Piing 12 ¢6 mot s& y&u t&' din t&i phdng dodn d6.” Ong George chi 1én
ctra Long dién. “Nhwng gio’ chiing ta khong c6 thoi gian d€' néi chi ti€t. Ba't
ctr chuyén gi xay ra: Chau hay ludén bam 18y Gideon. Néu hai dira bi chia
tdch, chau hdy tro'n vao mot chd an toan doi lic quay ve.”

To61 gat dau. Khong bi€t vi ly do gi, miéng t61 dot nhién kho khoc.

Ong George mé ctra nhwdng tdi vao trude. Trong bd vdy phdng nay thi
toi chi vira van len dwoc qua 6ng. Can phong chat kin nguwoi, ai nd'y d6 don
mét nhin tdi. Ngay 14p tic mit tdi néng bing vi ngwong. Ngoai bac si
White, 6ng Falk de Villiers, thay Whitman, anh chang Marley, Gideon va
1o Giordano ngu si dan don, con ¢6 nam ngwoi dan dng méc complet tdi
mau, nghiém mat dirng dwdi con rong khong 6. T6i wde gi Xemerius ¢
mit & ddy d€ nhic tdi biét ai trong s& ho 14 bo trudng Bo Noi vu, ai nhan



gidi thwdng Nobel. Nhwng Xemerius dang phai thi hanh mot nhiém vu khac
(Pworc Leslie giao phd, khong phai tdi. Vu nay k& sau.)

“Thuwa quy vi, cho phép t6i gi¢i thiéu Gwendolyn Shepherd,” Ong Falk
de Villiers trang trong. Bay hin 1a cAu tu tir.

“Chinh la vién H6ng ngoc clia ching ta. Ngwoi vwot thoi gian cudi
cung cua Hoi Thap Nhi va tdi nay s€ 1én dwong v&i tw cach 1a Penelope
Gray, dworc tir twde Batten Dé t¢ d& ddu,” Ong George bd sung.

Giordano thi 1am bam: “Nguwoi ¢6 1€ sé di vao lich st v&i biét danh Tiéu
thw khong quat tt t61 h6m nay.”

T6i1 li€c nhanh sang phia Gideon. Chi€c 4o dudi tdm mau vang chat
théu hoa clia hin ding la rdt hop v&i bo vdy tdi dang mic. Toi nhe ca
ngurdi vi hin khong doi téc gid, néu khong c6 18 tdi da phi cudi nhwr phat r'd
vi cing thing. Trong h&n khong c6 vé gi déng budn cwdi. Trong hén rat
hoan hao. Mai téc nau budc tim sau gdy, mot lon téc nhw vo tinh budng ho
hirng, khéo 1éo che di vét thwong trén tran. Nhw thwong 1€, t6i khong tai
ndo hiéu duge nét mit hén.

Toi phai Tan lwot di bt tay tirng ngwdi dan ong la. Ai ndy déu xung
danh (vao tai nay ra tai kia ludén, Charlotte néi khong sai vé kha nang ti€p
thu ctia t6i). L'an nao t6i cling lai 1am bam “rat han hanh” hodc “xin chao
ngai”. N6i tom lai d6 toan la nhirng nhan vat dwong thoi rd't trang trong.
Chi duy nhat mdt ngwdi mim cuwdi, s6 con lai trong y nhu sip 1én ban m&.
Ngudi mim cwdi hin 12 ong bd tredng Bo Noi vu. Chinh tri gia thudng hao
phong hon khi ban phat nu cwoi, bénh nghé nghiép ma.

Giordano quan sat toi te dau t&i chan. Toi dovi 1ol binh pham, nhung 130
chi thé dai ndo nudt. Ong Falk de Villiers ciing khong cwdi, nhung it ra dng
con noéi: “Bd vay nay ra't hop v&i chdu, Gwendolyn. Penelope Gray that ¢6
18 ming 14m, néu dwoc xinh dep nhr chdu. Madame Rossini qua thyc da
lam viéc ra't tot.”

“Puing vay! Toéi twng trdong thdy chan dung thyc cia Penelope Gray.
Chflng ¢6 gi phai ngac nhién, khi d&n cudi doi cd &y van sdng doc thin
trong ngéc ngach khu Derbyshire,” Marley budt miéng. Ngay 14p tlc, anh
ta d birng mit roéi ngrong ngling cdm mét xudng san nha.

Thay Whitman trich din Shakespeare, t0i dodn d6 phai 1a Shakespeare
vi thdy Whitman cuc ky tdon tho Shakespeare. “O nay, ¢é gi ky do trong nét



hdp dan khd di bién thién dwong cua ta thanh dia nguc? Em khong ¢in
phai dé mat dau, Gwendolyn.”

T6i buc bdi nhin thdy. Con séc vo duyén! Néu c¢6 thi t6i da dé mat tw
trede va chic chin khong phai vi thay. Ngoai ra tdi cling dau hiéu trich dan
nay, né cé thé€’la mot loi khen, hodc lang ma.

To6i bat ngo’ nhan dwoc hd tro tr Gideon. “Ké cao ngqo thwong tw
ddnh gid minh qud cao so v&i gid tri thdt”, hin vui vé néi v&i thiy
Whitman. “Aristotle.”

Nu cudi cia thdy Whitman mang vé din ddi.

“Thay Whitman chi mudn néi trong em tuyét thé nao,” Gideon bao tdi,
ngay 14p tirc ma t6i lai ndng bung.

Gideon 1am nhw hin khong nhan thay diéu d6. Nhung vai gidy sau, khi
t6i lai li€c nhin hin, hin mim cwdi hai long. Nguwoc lai, c6 vé thay
Whitman phdi c6 ging 1dm mdi nhin dwge mot trich din khic cida
Shakespeare.

Robert nip sau chin bd tron mét nhin tdi. B4c si White nhin d¢ong h.
“Chung ta stra soan di 12 vira. Linh muc con mot 18 ra toi lic muwoi sdu
gio.”

Linh muc?

“HOm nay cac chdu s€ khong vé qua khir trong can hdm nay ma tor mot
nha thd & dwong North Audley,” Ong George gidi thich. “Nhuw thé céc chiu
s€ khong mat nhiéu thoi gian d€ t&i nha huan twéc Brompton.”

“Va bang cdch niy, ching ta c6 the gidm thi€u t&i da kha ning bj tin
cong trén duong di vé,” Mot nguwdi la mit néi va linh ngay 4nh mét buc boi
cua ong Falk de Villiers.

“Mdy d6ng h'o di sin sang,” Ong chi vao cdi rwong nhd quai bac trén
ban. “Hai chiéc Limousine dang doii sdn & ngoai. Mo cdc ngai. .. «

“Chic thanh c6ng,” Ngwoi tdi cho 1a bd tredng B6 NoOi vu ndi. Lao
Giordano lai thé dai ndao nudt.

Béac si White mdt tay cam hdp y t& (d€ lam gi?), mdt tay md& cua.
Marley va thdy Whitman, mdi ngwdi xdch mot bén chié€c rwong trang trong
ti€n ra ngoai, nhw theé’ d6 1a Hom Giao wdc cia Puc Jehovah.



Chi vai budc 12 Gideon da t&i bén tdi, hin chia tay ra. “Nao, tiéu thw
Penelope, gio ching ta s& d& em ra mét gidi tinh hoa ctia London,” Hén
néi. “Em s&n sang chwra?”

Chwa. Tdi chwa sin sang ti nao. Penelope diing 12 mot cdi tén kinh
khing. Nhung t6i dau c6 lya chon nao khac. T6i cd nhin Gideon that binh
than. “S&n sang, néu anh ciing vay.”



... Xin thé sé giir pham hanh va phép lich sw
dao dwce va twr bi,

chong lai bat cong,

giuip ngwoi yéu dudi,

tudn thii ludt phdp,

bdo vé bi mdt,

tudn thi cdc Quy tdc Toi thwong,

e gior toi khi tro vé cdt bui.

Trich Bién nién sir Boi Cdn vé
“Tuyén thé cuia Mo6n sinh”
Tap I: Ngwoi bdo vé bi mdt



CHUONG 10

T6i s¢ phai gip lai ba twdc Saint Germain nhat. Trong Ian cudi, tdi nghe
thd’y giong 6ng ta vang 1én trong dau. B4 twdc siét tay trén co toi dit Ong ta
ding cach toi t&i hon bon mét. Co bé a, ta khdng biét chinh xdc vai tro ciia
co hay liéu co co quan trong gi khong. Nhung ta khong cho phép ai vi pham
cdc quy tdc ciia ta.

C6 th€ néi, thoi gian qua tdi da vi pham vai quy tic clia ong ta, nhung
cling nén thong cam la tdi chwa bi€t ching. Diéu nay khién téi dwoe cai
chily cdli c6i mot chit: vi khong ai chiju cit nghia hoiic bién gidi bat ctt quy
tic nao cho tdi hi€u, nén viéc t6i vi pham khong phai 12 la.

Nhwng téi con cam thdy s¢ nhitng nguwoi khac, trong thim tim, toi
thdm chi con dong tinh v&i Giordano va Charlotte: chic chin toi sé ty 1am
bé mit mot cach tham hai trong vai Penelope Gray. Bat ¢t ai cling s€ nhin
ra ngay la tdi khong binh thwong. Trong gidy lat, thAm chi tdi con khong
nh& ra qué quan cua cd nay & Derbyshire. Hinh nhw trong dia danh ¢6 chir
cai B, hay P, hay D. Hay...

“Em da thudc danh sach khach moi chwa?” Thdy Whitman dang di bén
canh ching khién t6i bét cing thing. Toi thudc danh sdch khdch mdi 1lam
qudi gi? Toi 1ac dau, thady Whitman khé thé dai.

“T6i ciing khong thudc,” Gideon néi. Hin ngdi doi dién véi tdi trong
xe. “Néu ludn biét tred’c minh s€ gap ai thi con gi 1a thd vi.”

Thuyec ra tdi rAt mudn biét liéu hin c¢6 h'di hop nhw tdi. Tay hin c6 nhép
m'6 hdi va tim ¢ loan nhip. Hoidic hin hay vé th&'ky 18 d&n ndi chuyén nay
d61 v&i hin ching c6 gi dic biet?

“Em cén moi d&n chdy mau ma't thoi,” Hén bao.

“T6i chi hoi... hdi hop.”

“Piéu nay thi rd. C6 c¢an tdi ndm tay em khong?”



T6i 18c dau lia lia.

Khong, lam thé chi cang khién moi chuyén toi té¢ hon, do ngu! Chwwa ké’
la liic nay toi khong tai nao dinh nghia noi cdch anh cw xwr voi téi! Chwra
noi dén moi quan hé giira chiing ta noi chung! Hon nita, thdy Whitman lgi
dang nhin nhw mot con soc biét tuot!

Suyt ntra thi téi rén 1€n. Néu ném vai ddu ch@'m than trong suy nghi cta
t6i vao dau hén thi liu t6i c6 thad'y d& hon khong? To6i cAn nhic mot
thoang, roi lai thoi.

Cudi cluing thi ching t6i cling dén noi. Trwedc ctira nha tho, khi Gideon
giup toi ra khdi xe (trong bd vay nay thi phai ¢6 ngwoi gidp mdt tay, hai tay
cang tdt), tdi phat hién T4n nay hin khong mang theo ki€m. Nong ndi the' 13
cung!

Nguwoi qua dwong tO mo quan sat chiing t6i. Thiady Whitman mé ctra nha
tho va giuc: “Lam on nhanh hon mot chdt!”, “Ching ta khong mu6n gay
chi y.” Ha ha, tat nhién la khong! Khong mu6én gy chi y ma ty nhién c6
t&i hai chi€c Limousine den thui ddu & dwong North Audley gitra ban ngay.
Khong mudn giy chu y ma mot dim dan 6ng mac complet den kéo HOm
Giao wde ra khdi xe va khiéng né vao nha tho qua 161 di bo. Mac du, nhin
tir xa trong cai reong co the€ giong chi€c quan tai nho... To6i sdn da ga.

“T6i hy vong it ra anh nh¢ dem sdng,” Toi thi tham vdi Gideon.

“Hinh dung ctia em vé budi da tiéc that ky qudi,” Hin néi giong binh
than va phua chi€c khan 1én vai t6i. “Ma c6 ai ki€m tra tdi clia em chwa?
Ch¢ @€ di dong cia em réo chudng khi ai d6 dang phat bi€u.”

T6i mim cwoi twedng twong ra canh twong 4y, vi nhac chudng di dong
hién tai cda t6i la ti€ng €ch op kéu to. “Ngoai anh ra thi con ai goi cho t6i,”
To6i bao.

“Td1 tham chi con chwa ¢é s& ciia em. Tdi ngd vao tdi cia em dwoc
chi?”

“Tén n6 1a Réticule,” Toi nhin vai chia cdi tdi nhd ra cho hin xem.

“Mudi hit chdng ngét, khan tay, nwdc hoa, phan... chuan roi,” Gideon
néi. “Diing nhwr quy dinh. Di thdi.” Hin tra tdi lai, ndm tay t6i din qua cdng
nha tho. Thady Whitman 14p tirc khéa ctra sau lung ching t6i. Vao trong,
Gideon quén khong budng tay toi. Cing may la nhw the’, n€u khong c6 khi
to1 da vung chay ma't ti€u vao phut cudi.



Trwdc ban tho khong ngwoi, 6ng Falk de Villiers va bac si White 187y
mdy dong h'6 trong c4i Hom Giao... a trong reong trede 4nh mét nghi ngai
ctia vi linh muc van 4o 1€ trang trong. Bdc sT White sai budc do cin phong:
“Mudi mot budre sang trdi tinh tir cot thit tw, hai dira ci theo th& cho chéc.”

“Ta khong ddm dam bao 12 nha thd s& ving tanh ldc sdu rudi tdi dau,”
Vi linh muc lo 14ng néi. “Ngudi choi dai phong ¢Am thudng thich nén lai
lau hon, ngodi ra con cé vai thanh vién trong gido phan hay bit chuyén ma
ta khé cé the...”

“Xin cha ding lo 14ng,” Ong Falk de Villiers néi. C6 mady dong h'6 da
nim trén bé thanh. Anh chiéu dirt gdy trong cdc 6 ctra kinh sic s& clia nha
tho khi€n nhirng vién da quy trdng cang khong 16. “Ching tdi s€ gitp cha
thodt khoi cdc con chién sau 18 cu nguyén.” Ong nhin sang bon t6i. “Hai
dtra s&n sang chwa?”

Cudi cing Gideon ciing budng tay tdi. “To6i s& di trude,” Han néi.
Miéng linh muc ha hdc khi chirng ki€n Gideon vut bi€n trong vong xody
4nh sang trng 1ap ldnh.

“Gwendolyn.” Trong liic ndm 18y tay tdi va &n ngdén tay vao mdy dong
h'6, 6ng Falk mim cwoi khich 1€. “Didng bon ti€ng nira ching ta s€ gap lai.”

“Chau hy vong th&,” T6i lam bam. R6i miii kim xuyén thfmg vao thit,
khong gian nhudm mau dd ryc. Tdi nhim mat lai.

Tbi hoi loang choang khi mé& mét. C6 ai d6 d& 13’y vai tdi. “Moi chuyén
on ca,” Giong Gideon thi tham bén tai.

Khong nhin dwoc gi nhiéu. Chi ¢c6 mét cdy nén soi sang bé tho, phian
con lai cta gido dwong chim trong bong t6i ma quai.

“Bienvenue,”1”1 Mot giong khan vang 1én tir chinh béng t5i d6. Du da
chuén bj tinh thn, tdi van giat bin. Mot boéng dan dng tich khoi ciy cot.
Trong 4nh nén, tdi nhan ra khudn mit tring nhot ctia Rakoczy, ban clia b4
tweére. Cling nhuw TAn gidp trwde, hin khién toi nghi t&i ma ca rong. Cip mét
den 4m u tira nhw nhitng 16 hong den ngdm rung ron trong dnh sdng heo
hét.

“Monsieur Rakoczy,” Gideon ddp lai bang ti€ng Phdp va lich sw ci
chao. “Rat han hanh dwgc gdp ngai. Tieu thw di cling t6i thi ngai da bi€t.”

“DPwong nhién, Mademoiselle Gray, khiach cta t6i nay. Rat han hanh.”
Hin khé cii chao.



“A, O, tres...” 'Toi 1dm bam. “Toi cling rd't han hanh,” r'6i t6i doi sang
tiéng Anh. Nguoi ta dé 16 10 khi dot nhién phai giao tiép bing ngoai ngit,
nha't 1a khi dang c6 xung dot véi da't nwde nay.

“Toi va thudc ha s€ hd tong hai ngwoi tdi chd huin twdc Brompton,”
Rakoczy ndi.

Rung ron & chd, toi khong hé nhin thdy ddm thudc ha, nhung lai nghe
dworc ti€ng ho thé va chuyén ddng trong bong tdi khi theo Rakoczy di qua
chinh toa ra ctra. Ngay ca khi da budc ra ngoai phd’, téi cling khong phat
hién ra ai du da nhi€u I'an nhin quanh. Troi mat, mwa phun 18t phat. Néu
gior da c6 den dwong thi td7 nay, ching déu hdng ca. Troi t61 dén ndi toi
tham chi con khong nhin 0 mét Gideon di bén canh. Bong den bon b€ nhw
tré nén sdng dong, biét thd va kéu lanh canh. T6i ndm chit tay Gideon.
Gio hén ma tha ra thi...

“Nguoi cua tdi ca,” Rakoczy néi. “Ho déu la nhirng chién binh day dan
trdn mac tr Kuruc. Ching t6i s€ ho t6ng hai vi an toan tré vé.”

Nghe m¢i an tAm lam sao.

Nha huén twd'c Brompton cidch dé khéng xa. Cang toi gan bao nhiéu,
khong gian cang bot u dm ba’y nhiéu. Trang vién & Wigmore Street sang
ryc va trong ra't &m cung. Thudc ha cia Rakoczy dung lai trong bong td1i,
chi ¢6 hdn din bon tdi vao. Huan twdc Brompton dich than doi bon tdi
trong tién sanh rong. Chi€c cu thang trang 1& & do c6 tay vin udn lwgn din
1én TAu mot. Huln twde van béo y hét nhw trong tri nhé cia to6i. Khudn miit
bong m@ ctia 6ng ta dnh 1€n dwdi anh nén.

Ngoai huan twdc va bdn nguoi hau, khong con ai trong sanh. Pam
ngwoi hdu x&p hang chin chu bén ctra cho’ 1énh. Khong thdy bong dang
khédch khita nhe dwoc béo trede, nhung ving vang tiéng ngudi va tiéng
nhac roi rac.

Trong lIic Rakoczy cui chao rit lui thi t6i cling hi€u dwoe 1y do vi sao
huin twd'c Brompton lai dich than ra don tredc khi ai d6 kip thdy mat
ching t6i. Ong ta bay td sy han hanh khi ti€p ching tdi Tan trwdc, nhung
t6t hon 1a khong nén, “e hém, e hém”, nhic d&n cudc gip Ay trede mit vor
ong.

“Chi d€ tranh hi€u nham,” Ong néi. Vira néi 6ng ta vira nhay mét lién
tuc nhu bj bui vio mét, va hon tay tdi it nha't ba Tan. “Ngai b twéc ddm bao



v&i ta ring cd xuA't than tir mot trong nhitng gia dinh danh gid nhat Anh
qudc. Ta hy vong c6 thir 16i cho sy mao pham cua ta trong cudc trd chuyén
thi vi vé th&' ky thit 21 va ca phdng dodn phi Iy ciia ta ring c6 c6 the 1a dién
vién.” R'6i dng ta lai nhdy mét rat 15",

“Pay chic chan ciing 13 156i cta ching t6i,” Gideon néi tinh bor. “B4
twdrc da cd 14i ngai t¢i sy nhAm 14n no. Nhéan noi riéng & day: ba twdc qua
14 mot cu gia 1an cin, phai khong a? Co em két nghia cia toi va toi thi da
quen v&i nhirng cach dua ctia 6ng 4y. Nhung né€u khong biét ro, nguoi ta
thwong tha’y khé xt.” Han thdo khiin trim vai gitip tdi roi dwa né cho mot
ngwoi hdu. “Nhwng néi gi thi néi, ching t6i dwoc biét salon clia ngai s&
htru mot cdy dwong cam tuyét hdo va do thinh am cyc ky. Ching t6i vo
cung han hanh khi nhan dwgc loi moi ctia quy ba Brompton.”

Huan twoc Brompton ngo’ ngan vai gidy khi nhin thay nguce t6i, roi ong
ta bao: “Ba Ay ciling s€ rat vui khi dwoc lam quen v&i hai vi. Ta di thoi,
khéch khitra dang doi roi.” Ong ta chia tay ra cho t6i. “C6 Gray?”

“My lord.”!291 Tb6i liéc nhin Gideon, hin mim cwdi khich 18 r6i theo
chan bon toi vao salon. N6 ndi tryc ti€p v&i tién sanh bang mot canh cira
do1 uén leon.

To6i c twdng salon 1a mot dang phong khach, nhung céan phong bon toi
bwdc vao tréng gan nhw phong khiéu vii & nha. Lira chdy ti tich trong 10
swdi 1on bén twong. Mot cdy dwong cam ding tredc may 6 cira sO treo
nhirng tAm rém ning. Mt t6i lwdt qua nhirng chiéc ban chan kiéng nhd
xinh, sofa hoa tié€t sdc so va gh€& c¢6 tay vin ma vang. Tat ca 1ap lanh dwdi
hang trim 4nh né&n. Nén dwoc cdm khip noi khién cin phong tréd nén
huyén 40, dén ndi trong gidy lat toi ngdy ngat khong thdt nén loi. Tiéc 1a
anh sang &y cling soi td nhiéu khuén mat xa la. T6i vira kinh ngac vura lo s¢r
(trong dau vang 1én 1o doa nat cia Giordano, toéi mim chidt moi d€ khong
v6 tinh hd miéng). Pay goi la da tiéc cho vai ngwoi ban than tin? Vay vi
hdi thi con thé nao?

To1 khong kip quan sét toan cuc vi Gideon da cwong quyét 161 toi thé"mg
tién vao ddm dong. Nhidu ddi mit to mo quan sat bon t6i. Chi vai gidy sau,
mot ngwoi phu nit nhd bé, voc dang tron tria ti€n lai. Chinh 12 quy ba
Brompton.



Ba méc mot chi€c vdy mau nau sang vién nhung, dau doi bd toc gia &6
s6 va, néu nhin sd lwong nén khing khiép & day, ra't dé gay hda hoan. Nix
chti nhan budi da tiéc mim cwoi than thién va nghénh dén bon t6i ra't nhiét
tinh. T6i nhiin chan dép 1&. Gideon lgi dung cor hdi bd t6i lai modt minh, hay
n6i cich khdc, hin d€ huin twéc Brompton kéo di ti&p. Trude khi tdi kip
quy€t dinh c6 nén vi th€ ma noi cau hay khong thi quy ba Brompton da
cudn t6i vao cau chuyén. That may la ding lic do, tdi nhé ra dwore tén noi
to1, n6i ding hon Penelope Gray, song. Quy ba Brompton gat dau thich thd.
Nhw dwoc khich 1€, to1 khzatng dinh d6 1a noi tuy binh yén va tinh lang
nhung lai thi€u nhitng cudc giao lwu gidi tri nhw chdn London ph'on hoa
nay.

“Né&u hom nay Genovera Fairfax duworc thda sitc trinh dién hét cdc bai ti
clia ¢d Ay trén ciy dwong cAm thi chic co s& khong con nghi the” dau.” Mot
quy ba mic vdy mau anh thao ti€n lai chd toi. “Ngwore lai, ta ddm bdo cd sé
lai mong ngdng dwoc quay vé voi cudc s6ng thdon da.”

“Suyt,” Quy ba Brompton ra hiéu nhung lai cwoi khic khich.
“Georgi'ana, nhw thé& 1a khong phai phép dau!” Cach ba mim cwoi thong
dong v&i toi khién ba dot nhién nom rat tré trung. Sao ba lai dinh vao ldo
huan twdc gia nua béo u kia dwore nhi?

“Cé6 th& khong phai phép 18m, nhung 1a d6 sy that!” Quy ba mic vdy
vang (ngay trong anh nén ciing nhén ra 1a mau khéng hop véi ba!) ha giong
k€ cho t6i nghe chuyén & budi da tiéc trwede, diec lang quin cua ba da ngu
gAt va ngdy nhw cwra g0.

“HOm nay s€ khong xay ra chuyén do,” Quy ba Brompton dam bdo.
“Ching ta con ¢6 doi ba twde Saint Germain bi hi€m va tuyét voi, ngai sé
cho chiing ta thwdng thirc tai nghé vi cam. Con Lavinia thi dang néng long
dori dén lic song ca cuing cong t& Merchant.”

“Nhung tred'c d6 chi nhd chuéc da rwou cho cong tir,” Quy ba vay
vang ngoac miéng cwoi voi tdi va d€ 10 ca ham ring. Lap tirc tOi ngodc
miéng cuoi dap. Pay! T6i bi€t ma. Lao Giordano dang ghét cir quan trong
héa moi chuyén!

Moi ngwoi & day thye ra thodi mai hon toi twedng nhiéu.

“Chuyén nay khac gi di trén day,” Quy ba Brompton thé dai khi€n mai
téc gia trén dau hoi rung rinh. “Néu it reou qud thi hin khong hét, con néu



nhiéu qud thi hin chi hat nhitng bai tuc tiu cta thily thii. C6 quen ba twdc
Saint Germain?”

Lap tirc tOi tréd nén nghiém tdc va ba't gidc nhin quanh. “Cach day maYy
hom, t6i di dwoe gidi thidu v&i ba twde,” Tdi ¢d gdng d€ ring khong va 1ap
cap. “Anh két nghia cia t6i... ¢ quen ngai.” Anh méit toi bt gip Gideon
dirng gan 10 swdi va dang néi chuyén v&i mot co nang tré trung, nhd nhén
trong bo vy xanh luc tuyét dep. Trong ho nhw da quen biét tw 1au. Ca c6 ta
cling d€'10 rang khi cwoi. Rang ¢6 ta ra't dep, khong hé stin hodc bi sdu nhw
Giordano luén mudn bét tdi tin.

“Ba twde that tuyét, phai khong a? Ta cé the€ ng6i nghe ngai &y ndi
chuyén hang gio khong chan,” Quy ba vdy vang noéi, sau khi cho toi bi€t ba
la em ho ctia quy ba Brompton. “Ta déc biét thich nhitng mau chuyén vé
nwde Phap!”

“Puing vay, nhirng chuyén nong bong,” Quy ba Brompton néi. “Pwong
nhién ching khéng danh cho d6i tai trong tring clia mot cd nwong mdi ra
mét Tan dau.”

T6i dwa mét tim ba twéc trong phong va thd’y dng ng'di & mot géc, dang
néi chuyén v&i hai ngeoi dan 6ng. Nhin tir xa trdng Ong ta rat lich 1am va
tré trung. C¢ nhw cdm nhin dwoc 4nh mét cla toi, d6i mit nau cda dng
hwong vE phia toi.

B4 twdc dn van giong phéan 1on nam gidi trong phong, 6ng ta dbi téc
gid, mac 4o dudi tdm, quan budc tim & gdi kha di hom va doéi giay ky di c6
khéa. Nhwng ngwoc voi nhitng ngeoi khéc, trong 6ng ta khdng ¢6 vé nhw
vira bwdc ra tr mot bo phim da s, va Ian dau tién téi y thirc dwore minh
dang & dau.

Po6i mobi Ong ta chim lai thanh m6t nu cwoi, toi lich sy cii déu, trong
khi khip ngudi ndi da ga. Toi o gdng nén phan xa dwa tay 1én ¢d, ma ciing
khong mudn khi€n 6ng ta nay ra y nghi ngu ngdoc.

“Anh k€t nghia cta c6 trong that dep trai, cd6 nwong than mé€n,” Quy ba
Brompton néi. “Hoan toan nguwoc véi nhirng 101 don dai ma ching ta da
nghe.”

Mit tdi roi bd twde Saint Germain va quay lai véi Gideon. “Diing vay.
Anh &y thyc sy rat... dep.” C6 vé nhw c6 nang vdy xanh kia cling nghi th€’,
C6 ta mim cudi diéu da va chinh lai chiétc khin ¢6 c@ia hin. To6i ma lam th&



thi chic da bj Giordano giét chét. “Cd nwong dang so'... 4, dang néi chuyén
voi anh 2y 1a ai thé?”

“Lavinia Rutland. G6a phu dep nha't London.”

“Nhung xin dwng thwong hai,” Quy ba vdy vang chen loi. “Co6 &y da
dwoc cong twde Lancashire an Gi tir 14u, khiéh nit cong twde rat gai mit.
Ngoai ra ¢6 &y rat quan tam dé€n nhwng chinh tri gia dang Ién. Anh c6 cé
quan tam dén chinh tri khong?”

“Ta nghi chuyén d6 hién gio khdong quan trong,” Quy ba Brompton bao.
“Tréng Lavinia ¢ nhw dang chuan bi mé mén qua vira nhan.” Mot Tan nira,
ba quan sat Gideon twr dau t&i chan. “Ngwoi ta d6n anh ta 6m yéu 1é&o
kholo. That may 1a cha ding ti ndo.” Dot nhién ba giat minh. “O, ¢6 vin
chua uéng gi!”

C6 em ho cta quy ba Brompton nhin quanh, huych vao swon mét chang
trai dieng gan. “Anh Merchant? Nhanh chén 18y gidp ching t6i vai ly regu
punch dic biét cua quy ba Brompton. LAy ludn cho anh mét ly. Hom nay
chung t61 con mudn nghe anh hat.”

“Con day la c¢6 Penelope Gray xinh dep, nguoi dwoc ti twedc Batten dor
dau,” Quy ba Brompton ndi. “Ta rd't mudn gidi thiéu hai ngwoi véi nhau
ky hon, nhwng ¢6 &y khong c6 chit h'6i mén nao con anh lai 1a ké dao mo,
¢6 mai m&i cho hai ngwoi cling uéng coéng.”

Cong t& Merchant, nhw phéan 1on nhirng ngwoi trong phong, thadp hon
t6i t&i mot cdi dau, trong khong c6 vé gi gidn ddi. Han lich 1am cii chao,
mét soi méi nhin vio nguc toi roi néi: “Nhung nhur thé khong cé nghia 1a
toi mu loa tredrc vé quyén rii ciia mot ti€u thw xinh dep nhw c6 day.”

“Vay t6i mung cho anh,” T6i ngdp ngrng, con quy ba Brompton va cd
em ho phd 1én cwoi.

“Qi, khong, huan twédc Brompton va c6 Fairfax dang t&i bén cdy dwong
¢am!” Merchant ddo mét. “T6i e s&p c6 chuyén ching lanh.”

“Khan treong! Rwou dau roi!” Quy ba Brompton ra 1€nh. “Khong ai
chiu noi tro nay khi tinh tdo.”

Ruou punch tdi vira nhdm mot ngum ra't ngon, voi vi qua n'dng n'oéng,
thém chit qué va thir gi d6 khac niia. Bung tdi tré nén Am 4p dé chju. Bdng
chdc tdi cdm thay khoan khodi trong ngudi va bit dau thudng thirc cin
phong 10ng 13y sdng ryc v&i bao nhiéu ngwdi dn van chinh t€. Nhung dot



ngdt cong tix Merchant tho tay thoc vao nguc toi ti phia sau khién t6i suyt
hit @6 ly rwou.

“Mot déa h'ong nhd tuyét dep bi 1éch chd,” Hin mim cwdi ma manh.
Tbdi nhin hén lwdng Iw. Giordano khdng chuén bi cho tdi cidch ddi phé tinh
hudng nay. Th& nén t6i cling khong bi€t phai ing xt&r thé nao trong treong
hop s& mé duyén dang & th& ky 18. T6i dwa mét nhin Gideon cAu citu
nhung hin mai chuyén v&i géa phu tré kia nén khong d€ y gi khiac. Vao
thoi chia tdi, toi s& bao thing cha Merchant liéu ma gi ki€u s& soang ban
thiu kia & nha 1am cta riéng, n&u khong thi mit hin s& 1éch chir khdng phai
bong h'ong. Nhwng trong hoan canh nay tdi thdy phan (rng thé hoi... bat
lich sw. T6i danh mim cuwdi: “O, xin cdm on anh. T6i khdng hé d€'y thay.”

G4 Merchant cti nguoi. “T6i ludn sdn sang phuc vu quy ¢d.” Tro' trdo
khong twdng twong noi. Nhwng & cdi thoi phu nir khong ¢é quyén bau cir
nhu thé nay thi chéng c6 gi phdi ngac nhién néu ho khong dwgc ton trong.

Tiéng néi cwdi va trd chuyén ling dan khi c6 Fairfax miii doc dira mic
vdy xanh 14 t&i bén ciy duong ¢Am. Co vén gon 4o vdy va bét dau ludt 1én
hang phim. C6 choi khong t€, ri€ng chi cé giong ¢6 hoi nghich nhi. Gigong
cd... cao kinh khiing, thi€u chit ntra thi cé 1€ ngwoi ta s€ nhdm vdi ti€ng
coi huyt cho.

“Rat twoi mat, phai khong?” Ga Merchant kia lai rét day ly cta toi. Toi
kinh ngac (va ciing nhe ca ngudi) khi tha'y hin tinh bo thd tay bép nguc
quy ba Brompton, 18y c¢& la & d6 veong s¢i téc. Quy ba Brompton cé vé
nhwr khong 14y 1am phién, chi méing hin 1a d6 dé cu va 18y quat gd mot
phét 1én tay hin (2 h4, vy ding quat vi muc dich nay!). R'%i ba va cd em ho
kéo tdi t&i bén chiéc sofa hoa xanh gén ctra s0. Ho d€ t6i ng'di gitra.

“Oy day ¢6 c6 th€ tranh dwoc nhirng ngén tay nhdp nhia,” Quy ba
Brompton 4u y&€m vo 1én dau goi toi. “Chi ¢ doi tai 1a van bj hanh ha!”

“Ubng di!” C6 em ho khé bao. “Co can dén nd! Co Fairfax moi chi vira
bit dau.”

Chiéc sofa trong th& ma cing ngéc, lwng ghé&’ lai chodi ra sau, rat khé
twa, trie phi tdi dinh chim nghim trong dong vdy do lung bung. RS rang 1a
nhtrng chi€c sofa & thé'ky 18 khong dworc dung d€ nghi ngoi thw gian.

“Td1 khong bi€t, téi it udng reou,” Toi lwong lw. Lan udng duy nhat
toi udng la cach day hai nam, trong ti¢c pyjama ctia Cynthia. D6 von la mét



buoi ti€c lanh manh, khong cé con trai, chi ¢ bim bim va may dia phim
High School Musical. Ca mot bat 6 td ddy kem vani, nwdc cam va vodka. ..
Vodka nham hi€m & chd vi cia né 1an trong kem vani khi€n ngwoi ta khong
th€ phat gidc, va rd rang né ¢6 tac dung khdc nhau v&i mdi ngudi. Sau ba
ly, Cynthia nhao ra giat tung ctra s& va hét vong khip Chelsea: “Zac Efron,
em yéu anh!” Leslie guc dau bén b'dn cau nén thdc nén thdo. Peggy t6 tinh
voi Sarah (“Céu deepp qud, 18y td¢d nhda”), con Sarah lai khéc tu tu ma
khong hi€u sao. Té nhat 1a treong hop chia tdi. T6i nhdy ch'dom chdm trén
givong cua Cynthia, 1lién miéng gao thét Breaking free. Khi bd Cynthia
buwdc vao phong, toi dang gi cai lwge chai dau cia Cynthia 1am micro vao
mit ong va rd 1én: “Hdt cling t& nao, ciu dau héi kia! Lic hong di.” Pén
tan hom sau t6i cling khong thé nao tw 1y giai noi.

Sau vu b€ bd1 nhuc nha 2y, t61 va Leslie cweong quy€t tranh that xa bia
regru (va bd’ Cynthia, may thdng 1ién). Tt d6 t&i gior bon toi van tuén thi
diéu nay. Du la cling hoi ky cuc khi minh 1a ngwoi tinh tdo duy nhat gita
dam ban be say tdy liiy. Nhw bay gio cheamg han.

Tbi lai cdm thay 4nh mét clia b4 twdc Saint Germain tir géc phong doi
dién chia vé phia minh, va gdy t6i nh{t nhat kho chiu.

“Nghe d0n ba twdc biét doc ¥ nghi cia ngwoi khac,” Quy ba Brompton
canh tdi thi thao. Va thé& 1a t6i quy€t dinh tam thoi hily bd 1énh cA'm rwou.
Chi t61 nay thoi. Chi vai ngum. D€ tran dp ndi s¢ hii cia toi treede ba twdec.
Va ti't ca nhirng thir khac.

Rwou punch dac biét ctia quy ba Brompton cé tac dung nhanh ba't ngo,
ma khong chi voi riéng t6i. HEt 1y thir hai, tat ca déu thd'y giong hat kia
khong d&n ndi ndo. Sau ly thir ba thi bon toi bit dau dap chan theo nhip.
T6i tham chi cho day la budi ti€c thd vi nhat trong doi. That ddy. Moi
ngwoi ¢ day phong tdng hon t6i twdng nhiéu. N6i ding hon 1a phdng ting
hon & thé ky 21. Anh séng v6 ciing hoanh tréang. Sao trude d6 to6i khong
phét hién ra la hang trdm ngon né€n lung linh khi€n ai n&’y trong phong déu
cé lan da dat vang? Dén ca ba twdc thinh thoang lai mim cwoi véi toi tw
cud1 phong cling vay.

Ly th tw khi€n loi canh bdo trong ndi tdim (“Canh gidc! Pwng tin bat
ctr ai!”) im bat. Thuc t& duy nhd't con lam t6i khé chju 1a Gideon chi d€ mét
toi ¢O nang vdy xanh.



“Gio thi tai ching ta da dwore toi luyén day dd,” Quy ba Brompton rd't
cudc Ién ti€ng, ding 1én vd tay roi t¢i bén cdy dwong cim. “Co6 Fairfax
than yéu! Lai mdt chwong trinh tuyét dinh nhw moi khi,” Ba hon 1én ma
Fairfax roi &n c¢6 ng6i xudng chi€c gh& gan nhat. “Con bay gio’, moi
ngwoi hdy danh mot trang vO tay n'dng nhiét cho ngadi Merchant va quy co
Lavinia. Khong, khong, hai vi khong dwoc te chdi, chiing to6i déu biét hai
ngwoi da bi mat tdp véi nhau.”

Bén canh t6i, c6 em ho cua quy ba Brompton rd 1€n nhw fan nhi ctia mot
boy band, trong khi ga thg bép vu ti€n ra chi€c dwong cam, vung tay di€u
nghé choi mot hop 4m rai manh mé. Quy c¢6 Lavinia xinh dep mim cuwoi
twoi r6i nhin Gideon réi ti€n 1én phia trwde trong bd vdy xanh bdng bénh.
T6i nhan ra cd &y khong tré nhw tdi twdng. Nhwng giong thi qua dep! Hét
nhw Anna Netrebko trong nha hat thinh phong hoang gia tai Covent Garden
ma to1 nghe cach day hai nam. U thi c6 th& khong hin nhw Netrebko, nhung
du sao ciing rat dang thwdng thirc. N&u nhw ngwoi ta mé nhac kich loai
phttc hop ctia Y. That l1ong ma néi tdi khong wa th€ loai nay cho 18m,
nhung nhé mén rwou punch ma gior tdi lai tha’y thich. Nhac kich Y hin ¢6
vi tri dinh cao & th& ky 18. Moi ngwoi trong phong déu khoan khodi. Chi
riéng co coi huyt ch... a nham, c¢6 Fairfax la phat y ra mat.

“T6i bit céc em mdt chiit dwore chit?” Gideon tir phia sau t&i bén sofa
va cii xuéng mim cwoi voi t6i. Ta't nhién, khi cd nang vay xanh ban
chuyén khédc, hdn m&i chot nhd d&n t6i. “Bé twde s& rat vui néu em t&i trd
chuyén cung 6ng 2y mdt chut.”

U nhi, diing roi, con vu nay nita. Toi 14’y hoti that su, ¢cAm ly rweou trit
mdt hoi xudng hong. Khi dirng 1én, tdi c6 cam gidc 1ang lang dé chiju trong
dau. Gideon cam chiéc ly da can tw tay toi, dat né xuéng chi€c ban xinh
x4n bén canh.

“Cé rweou trong nay?” Hén thi tham.

“Khong, chit punch thdi,” T6i ciing thi tham. Oi, nén nha & day hinh
nhu khong dvoc phang cho 1dm. “Tai tuyét d&i khong udng rweou, anh biét
khong? Mot trong nhitng quy tic t&i thwong clia téi. Khong cé rirou ngudi
ta van ¢ th€ vui ma.”

Gideon nhrong may roéi chia tay cho to1 vin. “Em vui th€ thi to1 cling
mung.”

~



“U, ¢6 di c6 lai ma,” Téi xac nhan. Oi trdi, nén nha & the’ ky 18 that
bap bénh. Sao trede d6 tdi khong d€ y nhi. “Y tdi 13, ¢b ta tuy hoi gia so
v&i anh, nhung chic anh chflng 12y 1lam phién long dau nhi. Ca viéc co ta
nay no v&i ngai cong twdre gi gi dd'y. Khong, buoi tiéc that tuyét. Moi nguoi
& day dang yéu hon tdi twéng nhiéu. That dé bdt chuyén va dém ddng.”
T6i nhin sang phia ga tho s mé dang choi dwong cam va ban nhéi cta
Netrebko. “Va... ro rang ho ra't thich hat ho. That dang mén. Nguwoi ta chi
mudn nhdy phit 1én cling tham gia.”

“Can than da’y,” Gideon thi thAm trong lic din tdi t&i bén chiéc sofa
noi ba twde dang ngdi. Khi thd’y bon to6i lai gan, 6ng ta ding didy mau le
nhwr mot chang trai tré, miéng nhoén cwoi ddy mong doi.

Puworc roi, t6i nghi bung va ngang cao dau. Cw lam nhw toi khong hé
nho Google ma biét la 6ng khéng phdi bd twoc thit sw. Cwe lam nhw ong
thiwe sw s& hitu han mét thdi ap chir khong phdi la mét tén bip bom voi
xudt xwe mo dm. Cwe lam nhw 6ng khong hé bop co’ toi trong lén gap triwoc.
Va cw lam nhw t6i chwwa nhdp giot rwou nao.

T6i buong Gideon, tim 18y 1&p lya do6 ndng, x0e vdy va nhdn nguoi
chao that thAp va chi nging 1&n khi ba twdc chia ra ban tay deo diy nhan va
d'6 trang strc.

“Cd bé yéu quy,” d6i mit mau s6 co la ctia 6ng ta 1ap lanh thich thd khi
ong khé nim tay toi. “Ta ra't nguong md vé duyén ddng cta co. Sau bon ly
punch dac biét clia quy ba Brompton, ngwoi khac thdm chi con khong le
nhe néi ndi tén minh.”

O, 6ng ta da d&m. Tbi cti mit hdi 18i. Thyc ra 1a nim ly. Nhung ching
cling xtrng dang! Du gi t6i cling khong hé nudi ti€c cam giac ngdt ngat vi
nhiéu ndi s hai khac nhau. T6i khong hé thay thi€u ving sw tir ti clia ban
than. Khong, t6i thich céi T6i say rworu clia minh. Ngay ca khi t6i di dirng
hoi loang choang.

“Merci pour le compliment,” T61i lam bam.

“Tuyét vori!” Ba twede thot 1€n.

“Ch4u xin 10i, 1€ ra chdu phai d€ y hon,” Gideon ndi.

Ba twde cwoi khé. “Chang trai thAin mén cua ta, chdu con ban chuyén
khac. Quan trong nhat trong buoi t6i hdm nay la ching ta ti€u khi€n, phai
khong? Nhat 1a khi hudn twdc Alastair, ngwoi ma ta nhat dinh phai gidi



thiéu vdi co bé ddng yéu ndy, tdi gio' van chwa xud't hién. Nhung ta nghe
no6i Ong ta dang trén dwong dén day.”

“Mot minh?” Gideon hoi.

B4 twd'c mim cwoi. “Khong quan trong.”

Phién ban Anna Netrebko danh cho ngwoi nghéo va ga thg so v vira
két thiic ban doc tAu ctia ho bang mot hop 4m bay bong. B4 twdc budng tay
t0i ra d€ v tay tdn thuwdng. “Co Ay that tuyét phai khong? Mot tai ning 16mn,
va lai con ra't xinh dep.”

“Vang,” Toi ddp roi cling vd tay theo, c& ging lam sao d€ khong v
thanh nhip ndn bét. “Lam chi€c den chum kia rung rinh dwoc nhu thé
khong phai chuyén dé&.” Vira v4 tay vira phai giit thing bang khién t6i hoi
loang choang.

Gideon d& 13y tdi. “That qua ddng,” hin thdt 1én gidn dir, mdi ghé sét
tai to6i. “Chuing ta d€n day chwa dworc hai ti€ng ma em da say bi ti! Em nghi
gi ma lai lam the™?”

“Anh néi b7 7 nhé, toi sé mach lai voi Giordano,” Toi cwoi khdc khich.
Trong khong khi 0n ao nay thi cing chealng ai nghe thay. “Hon nita cin
nhan gio @3 qud muon. Phai néi 14 nwdc xa khoéng ciru dwge reou punch
gan.” Pang néi thi tdi bj nac cut. “Oi, xin 18i.” T6i nhin quanh. “Nhitng
ngwoi khac con say hon t6i, thé” nén khong can anh gia bd 1én giong dao
dirc dau. To6i van ki€m sodt dwgre moi thir. Cir budng tdi ra, toi dieng virng
nhw ban thach.”

“T6i cdnh cdo em,” Gideon thi thAm, nhung hin budng tdi ra that.

D¢ chic in, tdi dirng giang chan ra mot chit. C6 ai nhin dworc gi dudi
cai vay rOng thung thinh nay dau.

B4 twdc thich thi quan sat bon téi. Nét mét cia 6ng ta tran ddy vé kiéu
hanh ctia mét ngwoi dan 6ng. To6i 1én nhin 6ng ta va nhin dwgc nu cuoi
khié&n tim t6i 4m lai. Sao tdi lai phai so 6ng ta d&n the? C& ging 1dm toi
mé&i nhé lai dwoc nhitng gi dng Lucas k& dich than ngudi ndy cAm dao cét
cO'tO tién cha Ong ta...

Quy ba Brompton lai rdo bwdc 1én cdm on Merchant va quy cd Lavinia
vé man trinh dién cta ho. Nhung, triedc khi c6 Fairfax kip nhdm diy Tan
ntra, ba da yéu cdu mot trang phdo tay ndong nhiét danh cho vi khach moi
danh dy td1 nay, ba twedc Saint Germain bi an lirng danh, ngwoi tieng chu du



khép thién ha. “Ngai 4y di hira v&i toi rang hom nay, ching ta s& dworc
thwdng thirc tai nghé vi cdm cfia ngai,” Ba ndi. Huan twedc Brompton 6m
ngay mot hop dan chay t&i, nhanh hét mic cdi bung phé cua dng ta cho
phép. Khan gia dd ngd’m rwou punch rd 1€n hao hirng. Pay ding 1a mot bira
tiéc trén ca tuyét voi.

B4 twdc mim cudi, 14y cAy vi ¢Am ra khdi hop va bat dau 1én day. “Ta
khong bao gior ddm khién ba tha't vong, thrra quy ba Brompton,” Ong ta néi
diu dang. “Nhuwng nhirng ngén tay gia nua cua ta khong con nhanh nhen
nhw céi thud ta con cung 1én san khd'u v&i anh chang Giacomo Casanova
nhi€u tai ti€ng & cung dinh Phap ntra... Va may ngay gan diy ta con bi
bénh gut hanh ha.”

Tiéng thé dai va xi xao dong loat vang 1€n trong phong.

“... Va vi th€, t61 nay ta mudn giao lai chi€c vi cam nay cho anh ban
tré cla ta,” Ba twdc ti€p loi.

Gideon hoi sting st 1ic dau. Nhung khi bd twdc nhudn may “Mori
cdu!”, hin khé cii ngudi cAm dan va mi vi, tién t&i bén ciy dwong cam.

B4 twdc nam tay toi. “Con ching ta hiy ng6i xudng gh& thudng thirc
budi hoa nhac ch? O, khéng cin phai run thé” dau. Ngdi di, cd bé. Tuy gio
cd chwa biét, nhwng twr chiéu qua ta va ¢6 da tr¢ thanh hai ngwoi ban thén.
B&i ching ta da ¢6 mot cudc néi chuyén cwc ky, cwc ky than mat va c6 1é
da giai tda dworc ta't ca moi ban khoan.”

Ha?

“Chi€u qua?” Toi ldp lai.

“DP&i voi ta 1a the,)” Ba twde bdo. “Ddi voi ¢d thi cude gip ndy van con
& twong lai.” Ong ta bat cudi. “Co tha’y khong, tinh ta thich phic tap.”

Tdi chim chd nhin 6ng ta. Chinh vao ldc nay, Gideon bét dau choi dan
khién t6i quén bing di minh dinh hoi diéu gi. Oi Chia oi! Ciing c6 thé Ia
do mén rwgru nay, nhwng, wow! Mot cdy vi cam thé kia ding 1a sexy! Chi
riéng cich Gideon cAm né trong tay va dit xudng dwdi cim! Hin khong
can phai 1am thém gi ciing di khién tdi ngdy ngd't. Hang mi day ctia héin
phti béng trén gd m4, may lon téc ri xudng tran khi hin cham ciy vi xudng
day dan. Lic nhirng 4m thanh dau tién vang 1€n trong phong, t6i gan nhw
rin thé. Oi ti€ng dan thit mong manh va tan chdy khién t6i bdng dung
mudn khéc. Theong thi vi ¢cAm dirng géan cudi trong danh sach nhirng nhac



cu toi thich. That ra thi t6i chi thich xem chiing trén phim, goi 1a d€ 1am nén
cho mot vai khoanh khéic nhat dinh. Nhung tdt cd moi thit & day déu dep
khong ngo: giai diéu ngot ngao cay ding va chang trai ngn 1én ra giai diéu
Ay tir cdy dan. TAt cA moi ngudi trong phong déu rin thé 1ing nghe, con
Gideon hoan toan chim d&m trong ban nhac, ¢t nhrr xung quanh khong con
ai khéac.

T6i chi nhin thdy minh dang khéc khi ba twd'c cham vao ma va nhe
nhang dén 14y mdt giot nwedc mat trén ngdn tay. Toi giat ban minh.

Ong cii xudng mim cwoi, trong d6i mét nau thAm 14p lanh dnh nhin &m
ap. “Ping vi th&’ ma x&u hd, cd bé,” Ong ta néi khé. “Né&u c6 khong thé’, c6
1€ ta s€ ra't tha't vong.”

Chinh t6i ciling thdy kinh ngac khi ddp lai nu cwoi cia dng ta (That sao!
Sao t6i lai ¢6 th€' lam thé! Pay chinh 1a ngwoi da bop ¢ téi co ma!).

“Pé 1a ban gi the”a?” Toi hoi.

B4 twdc nhin vai. “Ta ciing khong biét. Ta @6 ring ngudi ta con phai
sang tac n6 da.”

Mot trang phéo tay vang doi ca cin phong khi Gideon choi xong. Hén
mim cwoi cdi chao va xin tr chdi khong choi thém, tuy nhién khong cwong
ndi vong tay ctia quy co6 Lavinia xinh dep. Co ta quiip chiit 13y tay hén
khién hin khong con cdch nao hon ngoai viée tha theo ¢ ta t&i bén sofa.

“Anh &y that tuyét phai khong?” Quy c6 Lavinia thdt [én. “Nhwng ngay
tw khi trong tha’y doi ban tay nay, toi da bi€t ching sinh ra d€ lam nhirng
diéu phi thwong.”

“T6i ca la th&,” Toi 1am bam. T6i chi mudn ding day, c6t d€ khong bi
quy c6 Lavinia nhin twr trén xudng, nhwng khong tai nao nhdm diy noi.
Ruwou punch da vo hi€u héa toan bd co bung cua toi.

“Mot nhac cu tuyét hao, thwa ba twde,” Gideon ndi roi trao chi€c dan
lai cho ba tudec.

“Mot cdy Stradivari. Do chinh tay nghé nhan lam cho ta,” Ba twdc mo’
mang dap. “Ta mudn tdng nd cho ciu, anh ban tré. Td1 nay chinh la thoi
di€m thich hop cho viéc chuyén giao trang trong nay.”

Gideon hoi @6 mat. Vi mwng, t6i dodn thé”. “Chdu... chau khong th€...”
Hin nhin vao d6i mét nau clia ba twde roi cdi xudng: “Day qua 12 mot vinh
duv 1o'n d61 voi chdu, thwra ba twdce.”



“Pdi voi ta cling vay,” Ba twdc nghiém trang dap.

“Qi troi,” To6i 14m bam. Hai ngwdi yéu mén nhau that.

“CoO cling c¢6 nang khi€u am nhac nhw anh két nghia ctia c6 chi, ¢
Gray?” Quy c0 Lavinia hoi.

Khong, c¢6 1& khong. Nhung d€ c¢é ning khiéu nhw cd thi dé, tdi nghi
bung. “Tdi chi thich hat,” T6i ndi.

Gideon trirng mét canh cdo.

“Hat!” Quy c6 Lavinia kéu 1€n. “Gi16ng to1 va c6 Fairfax.”

“Khong,” To1 cwong quyét. “Toi khong hat dwoe giong cao nhu cd
Fairfax,”, t6i dau phai cai coi, “cling c6 the tich phoi nhw quy ¢6. Nhung
ding la t6i thich hat.”

“T61 nay c6 1€ ching ta da thwedng thirc da 4m nhac,” Gideon béo.

Trong quy c6 Lavinia gian ra mat.

“Pwong nhién la ching tdi s€ rd't vui mung, néu nhr mot Ian nira han
hanh dwoc vinh dw nghe quy cé,” Gideon voi vang ndi thém va buyc bdi
nhin t6i. Lan nay say mem nén t61 khong cha’p.

“Anh choi... tuy€t qua,” To6i ndi. “Khién tdi phat khoc! That day.”

Hin nhé&ch mép cuwdi nhu thé ti vira ndi dla, roi cat chiéc Stradivari
vao hop.

Huén\tu’é’c Brompton uc ich ning hai ly regru punch t&i va ddm bao voi
Gideon rang 6ng ta vo cling ngedng mo tai hoa ciia hin, rang that ddng tiéc
khi ngai Alastair d€ 1> ma't cao trao ctia budi da tiéc.

“Anh nghi 1a Alastair con t&i diy t61 nay?” Giong ba twdc kha ba't binh.

“T6i ddm bao v&i ngai,” Huén twedc Brompton néi va dwa mot ly cho
toi. T6i udng mot ngum Ion. Oi, ngon thé chir. Chi ¢in ngti 1a da say roi.
San sang tom 13y chi€c lwgce, nhdy chdom chdom trén giwong va hat
“Breaking free”, ba't k€ c6 hay khong c6 Zac Efron!

“My lord, ngai nha't dinh phai thuyét phuc c6 Gray lén trinh dién tiét
muc gi d6,” Quy c6 Lavinia néi. “Cd &’y thich hat 1dm.”

C6 gl d6 1a la trong giong ¢d ta khi€n tdi phai canh gidc. CO ta bude toi
phai nghi t&i Charlotte. Trong c6 ta khdc han, nhwng t6i ddm bdo van c6
mot Charlotte an sdu dau do6 trong chi€c vay xanh kia. Céi loai ngwoi ludén



sin sang vach ra bing dworc sy fAm thwong ctia nhitng ngwdi xung quanh,
cO't d€ ho nhén ra c6 ta tuyét vori va doc nha't vo nhj ra sao. Tém!

“Puorc thoi,” Toi néi va cd ging nhdm diy tir chiéc sofa. L'an nay toi
thanh cong. Toi thdm chi con ding virng. “Vay thi toi sé hat.”

“C4i gi?” Gideon lic dau quay qudy. “Khong bao gior. Toi e 13 mén
reou punch nay...”

“Co Gray, dwoe nghe ¢6 hat s€ 1a mot niém vui Ion ddi voi chdng t6i,”
Huén twdc Brompton néi va nhdy mét lia lia d&n ndi chiéc cam mudi 1im
ngin ctia dng ta ldc 1ac. “Va n&u 1y do 1a mén rwgru punch thi cang tot chir
sao. Mo ¢6 theo ta 1én phia triedre. Ta s€ gidi thiéu cd voi moi nguoi.”

Gideon nim chit vai ti. “Khong hay ho gi dau,” Hin bdo. “Thua huin
twdc Brompton, tdi xin ngai, cd em két nghia ctia t6i chwa bao gio hat
trede cong ching...”

“Cai gi ma cha c6 Tan déu tién,” Huln twd'c Brompton kéo t6i di ti€p.
“Chi toan nguwoi trong nha. Cau dung pha hdong cudc vui!”

“Chinh xdc. Anh dwrng pha hdng cudc vui,” T6i ha't tay Gideon ra. “Anh
c6 dem theo cdi lwgc nao khong? Téi s€ hat hay hon n€u cam lwoce.”

Trong Gideon kha nan long. “Lam gi ¢6,” Hén néi réi 18o d&o theo sau
toi va huan twd'c Brompton t&i bén cdy dwong cam.

Toi nghe thdy ti€ng ba twdc khé croi sau lung.

“Gwen...” Gideon nghién ring. “Em lam on dwng trd ngd ngan nay
lai.”

“Penelope,” T6i chinh hin, doc mot hoi can r6i dwa ly cho hin. “Anh
nghi sao, ho sé€ thich Over the rainbow? Hay 1a,” Né6i t&i day toi bat cwoi
khuc khich, “Hallelujah!”

Gideon thé dai. “Em khong th€ 1am thé”. Xu6ng diy ngay vi t6i!”

“Khong, hién dai qud, ding khong? P& xem nao...” Trong khi huin
twdc Brompton gidi thiéu voi nhirng 10 to tat, toi nham lai danh sach cac
bai hat cla t6i trong dau. The' so vi Merchant budc t&i. “Quy ¢d c6 can
ngurdi dém dan xing am khong?” Hin hdi.

“Khong, c6 &y cén... thir khac kia,” Gideon néi roi ngdi phich xudng
gh€ bén cay dwong cam. “Xin em, Gwen...”



“Pen chkr,” t6i néi. “T6i bi€t t6i s€ hat bai gi. Don'’t cry for me,
Argentina. Bai nay t6i thudc hét va giai di€u ¢6 vé hgp v&i moi thoi, anh ¢6
thay th&' khong? Nhung c6 1€ ho khong biét nwoc Argentina...”

“Em khong dinh lam minh b& mit triedrc ban dan thién ha dd’y ch?”

Qua 1a mot nd lwc dang yéu d€ doa tdi, nhweng vo ich trong hoan canh
nay. “Anh nghe day,” To6i kh€ thi tham day tin cdy. “Toi chaalng théem quan
tdm dén dam nguwoi kia. Thir nha't 1a bon ho da ngdm hét twr hai tram nam
nay, va th hai la td't ca déu dang hirng chi va say mém, ta't nhién la ngoai
anh ra.”

Gideon khé rén lén khi 4p tran vao long ban tay, chong cui tay lén may
phim lién.

“Anh, & quén, quy ong c6 biét bai Memory khong? Tw v& Catsi?!?”
T6i hdi Merchant.

“O, tiéc 1a t6i khong biét,” Merchant dap.

“Khong sao, vay thi toi s€ hat chay,” T61 n61 nhw dinh dong cdt va quay
mat v€ phia khan gia. “Bai hat nay té€n 1a Memory, k€ vE... mdt con meo
tha't tinh. Nhwng néi theo nghia rong thi né cling phu hgp voi loai ngwoi
ching ta.”

Gideon ngang phét 1&n kinh hoang nhin t6i. “Xin em...” Han Lip lai.

“Chung ta s€ khdng k€ chuyén nay v&i ai,” Toi néi. “Pwgrc khong? Coi
nhw day la bi mat cda ching ta.”

“Pa dén ldc roéi. Tieu the Gray doc nha't vo nhi, xinh dep tuyét tran sé
hat cho ching ta nghe!” Huén twd'c Brompton kéu 1€n. “L'dn du tién truedec
cong chung!”

L€ ra t6i phai run m&i phéi, b&i tat ca ti€ng chuyén trdo déu ngirng bat
va moi cip méit déu d& don vé phia t6i. Nhung t6i khong hé run. Ai cha,
mon regru punch nay thén diéu that! T6i nha't dinh phai xin céng thirc.

Ma t6i dinh hat bai gi nhi?

Gideon g6 vai phim dwong ¢am, toi nhan ra nhip dau tién. Memory. A,
chinh xdc. T6i mim cwdi cdm kich nhin Gideon. That ddng yéu, hin chiu
tham gia ro61. T61 12y hoi that sdu. Quan trong nha't trong bai nay la n6t dau
tién. N&u hat sai né, nguoi ta im ludn cling dwgec. Twr “midnight” phai dwoc
ngan 1én trong vt ma van khong 1am chdi tai khan gia.



T6i ra't vui vi nghe giong minh nhw the’ Barbara Streisand. “Not a sound
from the pavement, has the moon lost her memory? She is smiling
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Trong kia, Gideon con choi dwgrc ca dwong cam. Ma khong té€ chiit nao.
Oi Chia o1, n€u t6i con chwa si mé hin thi chAm nha't 1a bay gic da dén ldc
phdi si mé hdn mat thoi. Hin thAm chi con khong cAn nhin xudng phim
dan, hin chi nhin t6i. Trong hén stng s6t nhwr vira m&i phét hién ra diéu gi
d6 dang kinh ngac. Hay b&i vang trang 1a mot nang?

“All alone in the moonlight I can dream at the old days,”'>! T6i chi hat
cho riéng hin. Cin phong c6 d6 phan am rat tot, nghe cit nhw t6i dang hat
trie tiép bang micro. Hay bdi xung quanh im ng dén la lung. “Let the
memory live again.”!>*! Hat & day con vui hon hat karaoke. Thyc sy rat, rat
tuyét voii. Cho du ddy chi la mét gidc mong dep, cho du ba't cir lic nao bd
Cynthia cling cé th€ budc vao phong va sdm sét s€ gidng xuéng dau bon
toi di chiing nira, don gin 13 khodnh khéc nay rat xing dang.

Valai s€ khong ai chiu tin toi.



Tho'i gian khong la gi ngoai tho'i gian.
N6 la mot cdu tho khong van diéu,
Vi 1i né sé dudi kip ban thoi 12

BON JOVI



CHUONG 11

Chi tiéc 12 bai hdt nay ra't ngidn. T6i da dinh chén thém vao mot doan,
nhung lam thé” c6 th€ pha hong ca an twong tdt, nén t6i lai thdi. Toi ti€c
nu6i hat nhirng dong cudi yéu thich: “If you touch me, you’ll understand
what happiness is. Look, a new day has begun.”*6! Mot Tan nira toi thay bai
hat nay khong th€ chi viét riéng cho 1i meo. C6 1€ 1a do mén rworu punch,
r, thAm chi chic chén 1a th&, nén khach dw da tiéc c6 vé thich man trinh
dién ctia bon tdi khong kém gi man nhac kich Y truée d6. Dt sao ho ciing
nhiét liét hoan h6 va trong lic quy ba Brompton voi va ti€n 1én phia trudrc,
tOi cdi xudng chan thanh ndi v&i Gideon: “Cam on anh! Anh thit dang yéu!
Va anh choi rdt tuyét!”

Hin lai gio tay 6m 14y dAu nhw khong sao hi€u ndi minh vira 1am gi.

Quy ba Brompton 6m cham 12’y tdi con gd Merchant hon 18y hon de€’ 1én
ma tdi, goi toi 1a “hoa mi” va doi toi hat thém.

Tam trang t6i phan khich t&i do tdi s&n sang hdt ti€p, nhung Gideon
giat minh bat ra khoi tu the’ héa d4 va nim 18y khuyu tay toi. “Tdi chic
chin ring Andrew Lloyd Webber sé& vo cling phan khéi néu biét moi ngudi
& day ton vinh Am nhac ctia 6ng &y dén th&’, nhwng ¢6 em k&t nghia cta toi
can nghi ngoi. Tuan tredc ¢6 &y con bi viém hong nang va 1€ ra phai gikr
giong theo yé€u cau cua bac si, né€u khong cé thé' cd &y s€ bi ma't giong vinh
vién.”

“Troi da't quy than oi,” Quy ba Brompton kéu 1én. “Sao ciu khong néi
som? C6 bé tdi nghiép!”

Tai hitng chi 14m bam hit ti&p “I feel pretty” trong West Side Story!?1,

“T6i... Rwou punch cia quy ba that hiéu nghiém,” Gideon néi. “Toi
nghi n6 khi€n nguoi ta trd nén ba't ¢an tredrc moi sy trén dosi.”



“O, ding th&,” Mit quy ba Brompton rang r&. Ba ha giong néi tiep:
“Cau vira 1at tAy bi quyét gitt khach cta chiing t6i. Khip London, ai ndy
déu ganh ti v&i khong khi vui vé ndo nhiét trong nhirng buoi ti€c clia ching
toi. Ngwoi ta con tranh gianh gid'y moi du tiéc. Nhwng phai mat may nam
toi m&i tinh loc ra dwoc cong thiec va tdi nghi, khi nao gan dat xa troi toi
ma&i chiu truyén lai nd.”

“Ti€c qua,” Toi dap. “Nhwng ding thé&: budi da tiéc nay thd vi hon toi
tdng nhiéu! Thé ma ngudi ta ¢t bdo v&i tdi ring day chi 13 mot budi tu
tap budn té va gwong gao...”

“... cO quan gido clia cd Ay hoi bdo thii,” Gideon ngét 1o tdi. “Va phai
noi la doi sdng xa hdi & Derbyshire hoi lac hau.”

Quy ba Brompton cwdi khic khich. “O, diing vay, t6i tin 12 th&. Oi, cudi
cung thi hudn twdc Alastair cling t&i!” Ba nhin ra ctta. Huln twdc
Brompton dang chao dén nguoi khach méi. 6 1a mot ngwoi dan dng trac
trung nién (that khé doan, do bd téc giad tring nhw tuyét 6ng ta doi trén
dau), mac do dudi tom théu chi 14 lanh va dinh day da quy khién nguoi
ong ta sang ryc. Vang hao quang nay con noi bat hon nho' ngwoi dan 6ng
mic @6 den bén canh. Ngudi ndy quan 4o choang den, téc den nhu hic in
di cling 1an da mau 6 liu. Va tir xa to6i da trong tha'y hai mat sdu hodm, hét
nhr méit ctia Rakoczy. Gilra ddm khéch khira van quan 4o va trang sitc sic
s&, trong hin nhw ngudi ngoai hanh tinh. “Tdi cir twrdng hom nay Alastair
khong cho ching ta vinh dy dwore ti€p ngai. Néu ai hoi thi toi tha that: ngai
ay khong dén thi ciing chealng c6 gi la bi kich. Sy hién dién cua ngai ay
khong hé gép phan lam khong khi thoai mai va vui vé hon. T6i s€ thir du
ngai &y udng mot ly punch r'oi sau d6 moi qua hdi choi bai & nha bén...”

“Con chiing toi s& c& cai thién tam trang clia ngai bang 10 ca ti€ng hat,”
Merchant ng 61 xudng bén cay deong cam. “Quy c6 Lavinia, tdi ¢ vinh duy
nay ch? Cosi fan tutte!?31?”

Gideon dit tay toi 1&én tay hin roi dn tdi di vai budc sang bén canh.
“Quy tha ma bét, em udng bao nhiéu th& ha?”

“Vai ly,” Téi thi nhan. “Chic chin trong cong thirc bi mat con c6 thir gi
dé ngoai rwou. Hay reou ngdi ding? Gidng trong bo phim bi thim cé
Nicole Kidman dong. Moulin Rouge.”



Toi the dai. “The greatest thing you’ll ever learn is just to love and be
loved in return.?®) T6i c4 12 anh cling biét choi bai nay.”

“T61 n61 mdt Tan cho rd: Toi ghét nhac kich,” Gideon thdt Ién. “Em c&
thém vai phit nita dwge khong? Cudi cung thi huén twde Alastair cling toi,
chao hdi 130 xong la chiing ta c6 the’ di ngay.”

“Gio da di r'oi? Tiéc the’,” T6i noi.

Gideon 1ic d4u nhin t6i. “Hin 12 em da mat hét moi cam gidc veé thoi
gian. N&u c6 th€ thi t6i da ddi ddu em xudng nwde lanh.”

B4 twdc Saint Germain bwdc toi bén bon tdi. “D6 14 mdt man trinh
dién... rat dic biét,” Ong ta nhwéng may nhin Gideon.

“Chéau xin 106i,” Gideon thé dai nhin nhitng ngwdi méi tdi. “Trong huan
twd'c Alastair ¢c6 vé méap hon dao trwde.”

B4 twdc bat cuoi. “Cau dung twdng bd. Ké thil cha ta van rit trdng
kién. Chiéu nay Rakoczy mdi trong tha'y hin da'u ki&m & chd Galliano, ta't
ca nhitng tay ki€m tré déu khong choi ndi hin. Di theo ta, ta ri't néng long
mudn thay mit hin.”

A2 »

“HOm nay Ong Ay rd't ddang mén,” To6i thi thim v&i Gideon trong khi
ching t6i theo chan ba twdc. “Anh bi€t khong, trong Tan gadp truwedc, dng Ay
lam t6i s¢r chét khiép, nhung hom nay t6i thdy bd twdc gidng nhw mot
ngwoi 6ng. Toi thd'y quy ong 4y. Ba twde that hdo tim khi ting anh ciy dan
Stradivari. Chéc né ddng gid ca gia thi néu dem rao ban trén eBay. Oi, sao
moi thit van rung rinh th& nhi.”

Gideon dit tay 1én eo toi. “Toi thé s& giét em sau khi xong viéc,” Hin
lam bam.

“To1 néi nhiu ro1 a?7”

“Chuwa,” Han d4p. “Nhung toi tin 12 khong phai doii 1au.”

“T6i da bdo v&i ngai ring quy 6ng ddy c6 the t&i bat e lic nao, ding
khong?” Huén twdc Brompton didt mét tay 1én vai ngwoi dan 6ng 14p lanh
anh vang, tay kia I&én vai ba twdc. “Nghe diu hai ngai da bi€t nhau. Huén
twde Alastair, anh chwra bao gio’ hé rang vé chuyén anh quen ba twdc Saint
Germain lting danh.”

“Pay khong phai viéc ma t6i hay dem ra khoe,” Huén twdc Alastair
vénh vdo néi. Ngwoi 4o den véi lan da 6 liu dirng sau 6ng ta mot quang cat



giong khan khan boi thém: “Ping nhw th&.” Po6i mit den clia hin nhw
mudn dot thing 186 chd khudn mit bd twdc, nhin 1a biét hin cim ghét ba
trdre téi mirc ndo. Trong chdc 14t tdi chot nghi dén viéc hin dang gidu mot
thanh ki€m dau d6 bén trong 4o choang va s€ rit ra ba't ct ldc nao. Toi
khong hi€u ndi vi sao hin lai mic chiéc do choang kia. Thi nha't 12 & day
dt &m, thir hai 12 trong khong khi 1€ hoi nhwr thé ndy ma dn mic thé’ thi that
bat lich sy va ky di.

Huan twdc Brompton mat may rang r¢ nhin t& phia, c nhw 6ng ta
khong h€ nhén tha’y chit thu dich nao.

B4 twdc ti€n 1én. “Hudn twdc Alastair, that han hanh! Ngay cd khi
ching ta da quen nhau nhiéu nim tredec, ta van chwa bao gio' quén ngai,”
Ong 4y béo.

Vi dirng ngay sau ba twdc Saint Germain nén tdi khdng trong thdy vé
mat cua Ong, nhung hinh nhv 6ng mim cwoi. Giong 6ng vui vé va than
thién: “Ta van coOn nhé nhitng Tan ching ta trd chuyén vé ché” do no 1€ va
dao 1y, va ta da vo cung kinh ngac khi thd’y ngai c¢6 th€ phan biét hai chuyén
nay hoan hdo d&n nhw vay, hét nhw cha ngai.”

“Béa twdc chwra tirng quén diu gi bao gio’,” Huan twd'c Brompton kham
phuc néi. “Tri ndo ctia ngai qua la vo song! Thap tung ngai c6 may ngay
ma tdi da hoc dwore nhiéu hon cé cude doi toi tredec d6. Vi du nhw anh ¢6
biét ba twdre bi€t ché& ra da quy nhéan tao?”

“C6, diéu nay ta biet,” Anh mét huan twéc Alastair tré nén lanh ling
hon. Nguwoi thap tung 6ng thi thé ndng nhoc, nhw chuan bi phat con cudng
sat. Toi chiém ngwdng chiéc 4o choang clia hdn nhw bj thdi mién.

“Theo tri nh¢ cha ta thi khoa hoc khong hin 1a linh vuc s& treong cda
huan tede Alastair,” B4 twde néi. “O, ta that bat lich sy qud.” Ong budc
sang bén d€ moi ngwoi nhin thdy tdi va Gideon. “Ta mudn gidi thiéu hai
ban tré tuyét vori nay véi ngai. That long ma néi, day 1a 1y do duy nha't d€'ta
c6 mit & ddy. O céi tuSi nay, ngwdi ta trdnh tu tip va ti thwong di ngh
som.”

Trong tha'y Gideon, ddi mét huan tudc trom tron kinh ngac.

Huan twdc Brompton len than hinh d6 sO ctia 6ng vao gikra tdi va
Gideon. “Huin twdc Alastair, cho phép tdi gidi thi€u con trai t& twéc



Batten v&i anh? Con day la ti€u the Gray xinh dep, ngwoi dworc ti twede do
dau.”

Cu nhun chén cia t6i trong khong da kinh né theo nghi I vi hai 1&: Thir
nha't vi toi so' mat thing bang. Tht hai vi 130 huin twdc vénh vdo d&n ndi
khién t6i quén béng Ia t6i dang phai dong vai mdt cd nwong khdng mdt xu
dinh tdi dwore ti twdc Batten bao trer. Nhung nay, chinh t6i ciing 1a chau gai
ctia mot huén twde voi gia tdoc noi ti€ng lau doi. Hon ntra, & thoi caa toi,
ngudn gdc xuat thin dau con quan trong, tdt ca moi ngwoi déu binh dfmg,
khong phai vay sao?

Néu 1a khi khdc, cé 1& 4nh mét clia huin twdc Alastair da khién mdau
dang chay trong mach tdi dong bang. Nhung mon rwou punch lai 1a chat
chdng dong déng tin cdy, theé nén t61 nhin lai that ki€u hanh. Du sao thi 6ng
ta cling khong d€ y t6i 1au. Gideon m¢i chinh la ngwoi khi€n 6ng ta khong
roi mét trong khi huin twde Brompton vui vé néi chen ngang.

Khong ai thém gidi thiéu ngwoi 4o den thap ting huin twdc Alastair.
Va c¢6 vé& nhu ciing khdng ai nhan thd'y hin dang trirng mét nhin tdi qua vai
huin twdc va rit 1én: “Ngwoi! Quy dir mat lam! Ngwoi s& sém xudng dia
nguc.”

Sao vay? Gio thi hoi qud dang roi day. Toi nhin Gideon ciu ciru, hin
dang nhoén miéng gwong cwdi. Nhung hin chi 1én tiéng khi huan twdc
Brompton dinh di d6n vo, va vai ly regru punch.

“Huan twdc Brompton, khong ddm phién ngai,” Hin bdo. “Du sao
ching t6i cling s¢'m phai chia tay. C6 em t6i van con khd yéu sau trAn 6m
dai va ciing khdng dwoc thitc khuya.” Hén lai dit mot tay 1én eo tdi, tay kia
niam 14y khuyu. “Nhw ngai thd'y diy, c6 &y dirng con khdng vitng.”

Hin that c6 1y! Nén nha ding 13 dang chao ddo khé chiu duwdi chan toi.
T6i cdm kich twa vao hén.

“Q, tdi quay lai ngay!” Huan tudc thdt 1én. “Thé ndo phu nhan cia tdi
cling s€ nai dwge hai nguwoi ¢ lai.”

B4 tude Saint Germain mim cwdi nhin theo. “Ong &y qua 12 ngwdi chu
ddo, ngwoi yéu hoa binh nhw 6ng &y s€ khdng chiu no6i, né€u ching ta cai
nhau.”

Huan twdc Alastair nhin Gideon v&oi vé thu dich ra mat. “Néu ta nho
khong nham thi h'6i @6 hin con 12 hau twéc Welldone gi da’y. Con by gio



lai 1a con trai cua ti twde. Giong hét nhw ngwoi, ¢ vé dé tir clia nguoi
cling c6 chi lwva bip. That dang ti€c.”

“Nguwoi ta goi d6 12 &n danh ngoai giao,” B4 twdc ddp, van v&i nu cwdi
trén moi. “Nhung ta't nhién anh chfmg hiéu gi. N6i gi thi néi: ta nghe néi
trong Tan gdp cdch ddy mwoi mot nam, hai nguwoi rdt thich thwdng thirc
cudc dau ki€m tay doi nho nhd.”

“Ta ludn thwdng thirc bdt cwr cudc da'u ki€m nao,” Huédn twdc Alastair
noi. Ong ta lam nhw khong hé nghe thd’y ngwoi thap tung ctia minh rit 1én:
“Hay bam nat k& thii cia Chuia bang thanh ki€m ciia thién s va tdng 1anh
thién s¢!” Hin thdn nhién néi tiép: “Va k& tr d6 t&i gio ta cling hoc thém
dwore vai chiéu. Ngworc lai, dé t& ciia ngwoi ¢6 vé chi gia di vai ngay so VO’l
mudi mot nim Vé trwede, va ta d dich than chirng kign 14 hén cling chang
c6 thoi gian d€ rén thém tay ki€m!”

“Dich thdn chirng ki€n?” Gideon bat cwoi khinh thi. “N&u vy thi 1€ ra
ong ciling nén dich thdn t&i m&i phai. Nhung Ong lai chi ¢t ddm tay chéan
toi, va tay ki€m ctia t6i thira siec nghénh ti€p ho. Qua dé cho thd’y: dich
than hanh dong thi vin hon.”

“Nguoi dang...” D6i mit huan twdc Alastair nheo lai. “A, ngroi dang
noi t&i vu Hyde Park thir hai tuén trede. Chinh xéc, 1€ ra ta nén dich than
lam. Du sao d6 cling chi 1a mét y twdng bat chot. Nhung néu khéng nho
ma thudt va mot... con bé thi chic nguoi khé thodt chét.”

“Ta r't mung khi thd'y anh néi chuyén thang thdn nhu vay,” B4 tudc
néi. “B&i vi tee khi ddm tay chan cdia anh mu6n 148y mang anh ban tré nay
thi ta hoi ba't binh... Ta cir twdng ta m&i 1a myc tiéu cta anh. TA't nhién anh
biét 16 1a ta s€ khong dung thir chuyén d6 mot Tan nira.”

“Nguroi cir lam viéc cia ngwoi, con ta sé lam viéc cia ta,” Huéan twdc
Alastair dap tra.

Nguoi thap ting hin lai hoc 1én: “Chét di! L quy dir chét di!” ky cuc
dén ndi téi khdng con loai bd kha ning hin dang gid'u mot thanh ki&m laser
dudi 4o choang. Rd rang hin c¢6 van dé than kinh. Tdi khong con duwoc
phép tang 1o thdi d6 ky cuc clia hin.

“Tuy chuing ta khong dwoc gidi thi€u véi nhau va téi cong nhan t6i ¢
chit vin d€ v&i cach hanh x& & thoi nay,” Toi nhin thzamg viao mét hén.



“Nhung 1am nham vé chét chéc voi quy die thi tdi thdy tuyét d6i khong
phu hop.”

“Con quy kia, dirng néi chuyén v&i ta!” Darth Vader 16 mang noéi. “Ta
vo hinh truedc d6i méit lam ngoc clia ngwoi! Va tai ngwoi thi khong thé nao
nghe thdy ta.”

“U, dwoe the” da tot,” Toi dot nhién mudn vé nha. Hay it ra dwoc quay
tré lai bén chi€c sofa, lung tya cirng hay mém ciing dwgre. Ca can phong
chdong chénh quanh t6i nhw con tau trén bieén khoi.

Gideon, ba twdc va huin tudc Alastair ¢6 vé tam thoi bi danh lac
hwéng. Ho quén bing viéc ném vao mit nhau ma’y cau bi hi€m va chi con
nhin t61 mdt cach ky la.

“Nhung thanh ki€'m ctia hau dug ta s¢ dam thing da thit cdc nguoii, Lién
minh Firenze s€ tra thi nhirng gi cac ngwoi da gy ra véi gia tdc ta, s€ x0a
sO nhirng gi ton tai trai y Chia ra khoi thé gian,” Darth Vader néi bang quor.

“Em dang néi chuyén v&i ai thé?” Gideon thi tham.

“V&i ngudi kia,” T6i bdm vao hin chit hon va chi vao Darth Vader.
“Ai d6 nén bao hin ring cdi 4o choang cta hin trong nhw c... khong hop
thoi trang 18m. Va rang t6i, 1am on, khong phéi 13 quy dir va ciling khong
mudn bi nhitng thanh ki€m cfia hdu dué nha hin dAm thing hay bi x6a s&
khoi trai dat nay dau. 0i.”

Tay Gideon bép chit khuyu tay toi.

“Tro hé gi thé nay, ba twdc?” Huln twdc Alastair hdi va dwa tay chinh
lai cdi trdm trang strc to dung cai trén khian quang c0.

B4 twdc ching hé d€ ¥ dén ong ta. Anh mét dudi doi hang mi day chdm
chi nhin t6i. “Thi vi that,” Ong &y néi khé. “C6 1& ¢6 bé c6 kha ning nhin
thau linh h'6n den t&7 va rdi rdm ca anh, huan twedc Alastair.”

“C6 2y udng hoi nhiéu rwou, tdi ngai la cd 8y dang mé sang,” Gideon
ndi roi nghi€n rang ndi vao tai téi: “Em ngdm miéng lgi cho t6i nho!”

Téi s rdim ngwoi lai vi d6t nhién hi€u ra nhirtng ngwoi khac khong hé
nhin va nghe thd'y Darth Vader. B&i hin chi 12 mot h'on ma chét tiét! Néu
khong say dén thé’, co 1€ tdi da nhin ra dwoe di€u nay tw tredc. Ngu hét
phn thién ha chwa? Ca trang phuc 1an kiéu téc ctia hin khong hé hop vdi
th& ky nay, va 1& ra, cling 1dm 12 t&i khi hin rit 1én may 1o thong thiét kia,
toi da phai bi€t minh dang d&i dién vai ai, hay ding hon 1a véi céi gi.



Huan twdc Alastair ngira ¢O ra sau va néi: “Ca hai ching ta déu biét,
linh h'6n ai thudc vé quy dir, thwra ba twdc. V&i s phut hd ciia Chda, ta s€
ngan can viéc nhirng... qudi nhdn nay dwoce sinh ra trén c6i doi!”

“Bi nhtrng lwoi ki€m cua Li€n minh Firenze than thdanh dam thing,”
Darth Vader ngin nga phu hoa.

B4 twdc bat cwdi. “Anh van chwa hi€u dwoc quy ludt cta thoi gian,
Alastair. Chi riéng viéc hai ngwoi nay dang dirng ngay tredc mat anh cling
da d€ chitng minh riang dy dinh cfia anh s& tha't bai. C6 1& anh khong nén
dwya dAm qud nhiéu vao sy phi ho ctia Chda trong chuyén ndy. Va vao ldong
kién nhin cla ta.” Dot nhién, 4nh mét va giong néi clia ba twdc lanh bing.
T6i nhan thdy vi hudn twdc kia gidt minh 1ui lai. Trong chdc lat, nét kiéu
ngao trén gwong mit hin bienh mat, chi con tro’ lai ndi sor hai.

“Tw anh di két lifu doi minh biang cdch thay ddi luat choi,” Ba tudc
néi bang chinh cdi giong khién t6i s¢ chét khiép trong Tan giip trede. Dot
nhién tdi lai tin dworec rang 6ng ta c6 the dich than cit ¢d ngwoi khéc.

“L&i him doa clia ngwoi ching ich gi v&i ta,” Huan twde Alastair thi
tham ddp, nhung nét mit clia han da phan lai hdn. T4i xanh nhw xdc chét,
hin dwa tay 1én 6m 18y c& hong.

“Hai ngwoi khéng dinh bd di sém nhw vdy ch®?” Quy ba Brompton
nhanh nhau ti€n lai trong bo vdy bong bénh va vui vé nhin ca bon.

Nét mat ba twdc Saint Germain thw thdi tréd lai, chi con vé phic hiu
d4ang mén. “A, ddy chinh 12 n& cha nha tuyét voi cla ching ta. Ta phai
cong nhan rang, danh ti€ng cia phu nhan qua that khong ngoa, My lady].
Pai 1au r'oi ta moi co dip vui thé nay.”

Huén twde Alastair xoa ¢8. Sdc hong dan trd lai trén grong miit hén.

“Quy Satan! Quy Satan!” Darth Vader phin nd gao 1én. “Ching ta s&
chém nat nguoi, ching ta s€ tw tay méc cai lwoi doi gian kiara...”

“Ta, cling nhw nhirng ban tré nay, ra't 18y lam ti€c khi phai cdo lui,” B4
twd’c mim cwoi néi ti€p. “Nhwng quy ba sé€ som gép lai ho, trong vii hoi cua
huén twdc Pympoole-Bothame va phu nhan.”

“Khach ¢6 quy thi hoi méi vui,” Lady Brompton néi. “B&i vay t6i sé
rd't mwng néu lai sdm dwoc nghénh ti€p ngai tai nha tdi. Va nhirng ban tré
tuyét voi ctia ngai. P6 1a mot vinh hanh 1on d61 véi t't ca ching t6i.”



“V&i ching toi cling vdy,” Gideon ddp. Hin cah thin budng toi ra, nhu
the khong dam chic liéu t6i c6 tw ding ndi. Mic du cin phong vin con
chong chénh nhw con thuyén va nhirng y nghi trong dau t6i dwong nhw
dang say séng 4c liét (vi ludn thé& cho tién), tdi van cd ging hét sirc khi
chao twr biét va khong phu sw chi day cua Giordano, dac biét la ctia James.
Chi c6 huan twdce Alastair va hon ma d¢ong hanh con dang mai mé€ phun ra
nhitng 161 de doa 12 t6i ching thém d& mét. Toi nhin chan cdi chao huan
twdc va quy ba Brompton, cdm on ho vé budi 57 tuyét voi va ching hé
chop mi khi huén twé'c Brompton d€ lai trén tay t6i mot nu hdn wdt nhoet.

T6i nhin ngwoi thit thap chao ba twdc, nhwng lai khdng ddm nguwde
mét 1én nhin 6ng thém mot M'4n nira. Khi 6ng khé bio: “Hen chiéu qua gip
lai,” T6i chi git ddu va cdi mat ding doi, cho t&i khi Gideon tdi bén va
nim 147y tay tdi. Long ddy cadm kich, tdi d&€ hin diu ra khdi salon.

o§o

“Chét tiét, Gwendolyn, diy khong phai mot budi tiéc ting véi cdc ban cuing
treomg! Sao em lai c6 the?” Gideon cuc cdn phi danh bop chiéc khin 1én
vai toi. Trong hin cit nhw chi mudn ndm c& toi 1ac that manh.

“To6i xin 161,” Toi 1dp lai khong biét t¢i Tan thir may.

“Huén twdc Alastair chi t&i cing mot dira ti€u dong va ngwoi danh xe,”
Rakoczy khé néi. Hin vira dot nhién xua't hién tir sau lung Gideon nhu quy
hién hinh. “L&1 di va nha tho déu dam bédo. Ta't ca cac ngd ngach déu dwoc
canh giw.”

“Vay thi di thoi,” Gideon ndi va tim tay toi.

“Ta cling c6 th€ cong cd ay,” Rakoczy d€ nghi. “Trong cd &y c6 vé nhw
di khong virng.”

“Thé& thi tuyét, nhwng, théi cam on,” Gideon ndi. “Chi ¢6 vai bwdc thi
chéc co 47y con ty di dworc, phai khong?”

Tbdi gt dau chic nich.

Con mwa nang hat hon. Roi khdi salon sdng rwc ctia huin twdc
Brompton, con dwong xuyén qua bong t6i dan vé nha tho cang rung rom
hon so v&i lic dén. Bong td1 lai trd nén sdng dong, t6i doan trong moi



ngéc ngach déu cé béng nguoi rinh rap, ludn sdn sing xdng ra tdn cdng
bon t6i. Dwong nhw nhirng cai bong dang rit 1én: “... xda sO’tdt cd nhitng gi
ton taqi trdi vori y Chiia ra khoi thé gian.”

Dudng nhwr cd Gideon ciing khong wa con dwong nay cho 1&m. Hén di
nhanh dé&n ndi phai vat va 1dm t6i mdi theo kip. Han khong néi 1&i nao.
Tiéc 1a troi mwa khong khién ddu 6c tinh tdo, cling khéng lam dwong bot
chao ddo. Vi thé t6i nhe ca ngwoi khi vEé t&i nha tho. Gideon dn tdi ng'6i
xudng bing ghé trudre ban tho. Trong liic hin trao d6i vai 1o v&i Rakoczy,
t6i nhim méit nguyén rda sy ngu si clia minh. TAt nhién mén punch kia
cling c6 nhitng phan tng phu tich cwc, nhung rd't cudc, 1€ ra toi van nén
nghe theo Leslie cling nhw 101 cam két tay chay bia rwou ctia bon toi.
Nguwoi ta cir phai vap that dau réi méi chiu khon ra.

Gidng nhu khi t6i td1i, chi ¢6 duy nhat mot ngon nén le 16i trén ban tho'.
Ngoai vang sang nhd bé chap chon nay, ca nha tho’ chim trong bong t6i u
am. Khi Rakoczy di khoi, “Thudc ha cta ta da canh ta't ca 161 ra vao va cua
sO t&i khi hai ngwdi quay vé hién tai”, thi ndi s¢ hai chi€m linh t6i. Toi
ngwdc nhin Gideon dang dirng canh gh& bang.

“Oy trong nay cling rung ran hét nhw bén ngoai. Sao dong ta khong & lai
day?”

“Vi lich sy.” Hin khoanh tay lai. “Ong &y khong mu&n nghe tdi la
méng em. Nhung dirng lo, ching ta chi c6 mot minh. Ngudi cia Rakoczy
da ki€m tra moi ngéc ngach.”

“Con bao lau nwra thi ching ta quay vé?”

“Khong lau nira dau. Gwendolyn, em bi€t 1a em Iam gan nhw ngworc lai
hoan toan nhirng viéc 1€ ra em nén lam? Ma thyc ra Itic nao em cha the".”

“Lé ra anh khong nén d€ t6i m6t minh m&i phai, toi cd d6 cling la viéc
gan nhw ngwoc lai hoan toan nhirng viéc 1€ ra anh nén lam!”

“Purng ¢6 do toi cho t6i! Thoat tién em udng say meém, sau dé6 em doi
hat nhac kich va cudi cing em lai con cw x& nhe mdt ngwoi dién chinh
ngay tried’c mat huan twede Alastair! May losi nham nhi vé dao ki€m ma quy
la cai quai gi vay?”

“T6i khong phai la ngwoi gdy chuyén. Ma la cdi con ma rung r...” T6i
cin moi. Tdi khong thé€ néi diéu ndy véi hén, chealng né6i thi hin ciing thay
toi du ky di roi.



Gideon hoan toan hi€u sai sy im ling dot ngdt cta toi. “Oi khong! Em
lam on dwng ndn! Hodc né€u non thi di ra géc nao tranh xa tdi ra mot chit.”
Miit hin 16 vé kinh tém. “Troi a, Gwendolyn, qua chén trong tiéc ting thi
cling chéng sao, nhwng khdng phai la trong buoi tiéc nay!"

“To61 khong bu'don non.” Pung hon la chwa. “Va toi chealng bao gio uéng
khi di du tiéc, ba't k€ Charlotte da k€ gi v&i anh.”

A A

“C6 ay khong k€ cho tdi chuyén gi ca,” Gideon ndi.

T6i bude phai bat cuoi. “w, ta't nhién la khong. Chi &y cling khong hé
khéng dinh 12 t0i va Leslie x{ x&n v&i tt ¢ con trai trong 16p, ca véi tat ca
con trai 1op trén nira?”

“Co &y ndi the’de’'lam gi?”

Dé’lam gi hd? Co 1é vi chi ta la my phi thiy toc do nham hiém chdng?
To6i cd gai dau, nhung tay t6i khong len noi vao ndi téc d6 s6. Thé 1a toi
danh rit mot chi€c kep tdm lam gy gai d4u. “T6i xin 101, that ddy! Ngwoi
ta c6 th€ néi di thir vé Charlotte, nhung chic chin chj 4y thAm chi con
khong thém ngizi mén rwgru punch kia.”

“Pung th€&,” Gideon néi va dot nhién mim cwoi. “Nhwng néu thi€u
reou punch ma nhirng ngwoi kia lai khong dwgec nghe Andrew Lloyd
Webber trudc han hai the ky thi that dang ti€c.”

“Chinh xac... mdc du d&n mai tdi con xau ho mudn chui xuéng dat.”
T6i Gp mat vao tay. “Thd thyc ra 1a ngay bay gio.”

“Th& la tot,” Gideon bao. “Nhw vay nghia la rwou da gidam dan tac
dung. Nhwrng t6i vAn mudn hoi: Em ¢an legc lam gi?”

“Thay micro chi¥ 1am gi,” Tdi 14m bam qua k& tay. “Oi troi o1, t6i that
kinh khing.”

“Nhung giong em hay da’y,” Gideon ndi. “Ngay ca t6i 1a ngwoi ghét
nhac kich con tha@y thich.”

“Néu ghét, sao anh lai cé th€ choi ban &y hay dén thé?” Toi dit tay
xudng dau gdi nhin hén. “Anh that khién nguwdi ta kinh ngac! C6 chuyén gi
anh khong 1am dwoc khong?” Oi troi, nghe ¢ nhw tdi dang tung hd thdn
teong.

“Khong! Em ct¢ viéc coi t6i 1a Chda,” Hin mim cudi. “Nghe em néi
vay that dé thwong. Di thoi, sdp dén ldc roi. Ching ta cAn Ve vi trf xua't
phat.”



Tbi ding day, cd gitt ddng thang hé&t mic.

“Lai day,” Gideon chi dao. “Di thoi, ding but rirt nhw thé”. N6i cho cliing
thi t67 nay da thanh cong. C6 th&€ né dién ra hoi khdc so vé&i hinh dung,
nhung tit ca déu theo ding k& hoach. Kia, ditng yén.” Hin ding ca hai tay
om 14y eo kéo t6i lai gan cho t&i khi lung tdi cham vao nguc hin. “Em cit
dwyra vao t6i.” Han im 1ing mot h'6i. “Xin 16i em, vira roi tdi hoi néng ndy.”

“Cho qua r6i.” To6i n6i d6i mot chit. Nhung day 1a Ian dau ti€n Gideon
mé miéng xin 18i vé cich cw x cta hin. Ciing c6 thé do rwou, hodc do
reou da nhat di, nhwng toi thwe sy rat cdm dong.

Bon t6i im ldng ding nhw thé& h'6i 1au va nhin 1én anh nén chap chon
phia trede. Nhitng cdi bong gitra cdc cot c6 vé cling dang chuyén dong, hit
1én san va géc nha nhi€u hoa van t&i mau. “Huén twdc Alastair - sao 6ng
dy lai ghét ba twdc dén thé? Chuyén cd nhan?”

Gideon bt dau nghich mét Ion téc budng trén vai téi. “Tuy theo cach
nghi ctia mdi ngwdi. Nghe thi ¢6 vé dao to bda 1on, nhung Lién minh
Firenze trén thyc t€ 1a mot dang cong ty gia dinh tir nhiéu thé ky. Trong
nhirng Ian veot thei gian vE thé ky 16, ba twde vo tinh gdy xung dot voi
gia dinh ba twé'c Madrone & Firenze. Hodc c6 th€ ndi ngwoi ta hoan toan
hi€u sai kha nang cda 6ng &y. Vwot thoi gian khong hop v&i quan niém veé
ton gido cua vi ba twdc kia, ngoai ra, hinh nhw con ¢6 hi€u nhdm gi dé voi
cd con gai. Du th& ndo thi dng bd ciing cho rang minh dang ddi mit véi
quy dt va cam thd'y dwgrc Chia giao nhiém vu hay diét cdi mam mdng tw
dia nguc ngoi 1€n &y.” Giong h&n dot nhién that gan bén tai toi, va tredc khi
néi ti€p, modi hin khé cham 1én c& tdi. “Khi b4 twdc Madrone qua doi, con
trai 6ng ta thwa k&, sau d6 dén chdu 6ng ta va ctr ti€p tuc nhw th&” Huan
tworc Alastair 1a ngwoi cudi cung trong s& nhitng ngwoi bi mé hodc bdi y
twdng trwe ta, em cr nghi vay cling dwoce.”

“Hi€u r'o6i,” Toi ndi, khong hin ding sy that. Nhung nghe c6 vé khop
voi nhirng gi toi da nghe va thdy trede d6. “Ma nay, anh dang hdn t61 day
a?r’

“Khong, chi gan nhw vy thoi,” Gideon 14m bam, modi hdn dd gan cham
da t61. “Du sao thi t61 cuing khong mudn 1t dung lic em dang say mem va
coi toi nhw Chuia. Nhung toi cling that kho de...”

T6i nhdm mét, dui dau vao vai hin. Gideon kéo tdi sat hon.



“Nhu t6i da bdo, em ctt gdy khé dé cho nguwoi ta. Ctr lic ndo & trong
nha tho’ véi em thi t6i lai nghi linh tinh...”

“Cé mdt chuyén ma anh khong biét vé tdi...” Tdi nhdm mét néi. “Cé
do6i khi, toi trong thdYy... t6i ¢4 th€ trong thdy... nhitng ngwoi thye ra da
chét tw 1au... c6 ddi khi t6i c6 the nhin va nghe thady ho. Ban nay ciling th¢’.
T6i nghi ngwoi ma tdi nhin thdy bén canh huan twdc Alastair ¢6 th€ chinh
12 vi bd twdc ngudi Y no.”

Gideon im ling. C6 1& hin dang cAn nhic xem nén t& nhj gi¢i thiéu cho
to1 moOt béc si tdm than gioi.

To6i the dai. L€ ra t6i nén gitr kin diéu nay. Chwa da phién ha hay sao,
bay gior ¢6 1& hin lai con nghi toi bj dién?

“Béit dau roi, Gwendolyn,” Hin day t6i ra mot chit, xoay tdi lai doi
dién v&i hdn. Troi qud t01 d€ ¢ the dodn dwge nét mit ctia hin, nhung toi
thay hin khong cudi. “Trong maYy gidy nira, khi toi bién mat, em 1am on
dirng yén & diy. Sén sang chwa?”

Tbi Ifc d4u. “Chuwra han.”

“Gio tdi s& budng em ra,” Hin néi va ding lic d6 cling biéh ma't luon.
Chi con minh t6i & lai v&i nhirng bong den trong nha the’. Nhung chi may
gidy sau, téi tha'y ndn nao trong da va nhitng cdi béng bit dau quay vong.

“Con bé day roi,” Tieng 6ng George vang 1én. Toi nhim maét lai vi chéi.
Nha tho sang treng. So v&i anh nén vang diu & nha quy ba Brompton thi
anh dén halogen qua thyc ra't khé chiu.

“On c&,” Gideon nhin toi thim do. “Ong ¢6 the déng hop y & lai, bac si
White.”

Bac si White cau nhau gi d6 khong r6. Ping 1a trén dién tho bay bién
da tht mdy moéc khién nguoi ta lién twdng dén chiéc ban di dong trong
phong mo.

“Oi troi a, bac si White, kim kep mach méu day phai khong?” Gideon
bat croi. “Hinh dung ctia 6ng vé da tiéc & thé'ky 18 that 1a doc ddo.”

“Ta chi mudn phong moi kha nang c6 the,” Bac si White don d6 vao

P

tdi.
“Chiing ta rat néng 1dong cho hai dira bdo cdo,” Ong Falk de Villiers
bao.



“Pau tién chdu mudn thoat khéi thir trang phuc nay da,” Gideon thdo
khdn quang c0.

“Moi chuyén... thuan loi ca ch®?” Ong George lo 14ng li€c nhin toi.

“Vang,” Gideon virt cdi khin ra chd khdc. “Moi thtr theo ding k&
hoach. Tuy huin twdc Alastair d&n mudén hon mot chit so véi dw doan,
nhung van kip giip bon ch4u.” Hn nhin t8i mim cudi. “Gwendolyn da hoan
thanh xui't sic nhiém vu. Ngudi thyce sy dwoc ti twde Batten bdo tro’ cling
khong th€ cw xt¢ hoan hao hon.”

T6i khong tranh khdi do birng mit.

“Ta s& ra't vui néu dwoc bdo tin niy véi Giordano,” Ong George diy tw
hao va chia tay ra cho t6i. “Khdng phai vi ta mong cho diéu gi khac...”

“Khong, ta't nhién khong,” T6i 1am bam.

Caroline thi thdm dadnh thirc t6i: “Chi Gwenny, dirng hat ntra! Ngwong qua!
Chij phai dén trwvong r'oi!”

Tbi bat ddy nhin n6 chdm chim. “Chj da hdt!”

“Chij bao gi?”

“Em vwra bao chi dung hat ntra.”

“Em bao chi diy di!”

“Vay la chi khong hat?”

“Chi chi ngti thdi,” Caroline 14c dau néi. “Nhanh 1én, chi lai mudn roi.
Me diin em bao chj khdng dwoc dung dau tim clia me!”

Duwdi voi hoa sen, t6i ¢6 lang tranh nhitng ky trc V€ ngay hom qua
nhung khong thé. B&i vay t6i phung phi thém it phit d€ ap tran vao ctra
budng tim va 1am bam “tat ca chi 12 mo’ thdi.” DA thé, dau tdi con dau nhu
bua bo.

That may 12 khi t6i xudng dwore phong #n thi bira sdng da sip xong.
Xemerius treo ngwoi trén dén chum, dau 1¢ lw.

“Thé& nao, tinh roi ha, ma men?”

Quy ba Arista cham chid nhin t6i to d4u t&i chan. “Chdu chd y chi to
mot bén mit?”



“0, khong a.” Tbi da dinh quay di, nhung me néi: “An séng di di con!
Chai mi sau cting dwore.”

“Bura sdang ludn la brra an quan trong nha't trong ngay,” Bic Glenda phu
thém.

“V& van!” Ba Maddy néi. Ba khoéc 4o trong nha, ng'6i b6 goi trén ghé&’
banh canh 10 swdi nhr mot ¢6 bé. “Nguwoi ta bd qua bira sang ciling dwoc,
lam th€" ti€t ki€m dwoc khdi calo d€ doi 18y mot ly regu vang vao budi toi.
Hodc hai ly. Hay ba.”

“Nha cdu cé vé c6 truyén thdng bia reoru,” Xemerius noi.

“ff, ctr nhin hinh dang cda c6 la bi€t,” Bac Glenda thi thao.

“Ta c6 th€ hoi béo, nhwng khdng khi€m thinh nhé, Glenda,” Ba Maddy
noi.

“L€ ra ¢ ctr & lai phong ma ngn,” Quy ba Arista néi. “Néu c¢d ngu diy
gid’c thi btra sdng cling thodi mai hon cho moi nguoi.”

“Ti€c la to1 khong c6 quyen lya chon!” Ba Maddy noi.

“Td1 qua ba lai tién tri,” Caroline giai thich cho t6i.

“ff, ding the”,” Ba Maddy néi. “That kinh khing. That budn. N6 khién
ta thot tim. Trdi tim h'ong ngoc dwgrc mai gitia tinh xdao 1ap lanh trong dnh
mit tri... NG ndm tit trén mdm ndi.”

To61 khong bi€t c6 nén nghe ti€p.

Me mim cwdi véi toi. “An chiit gi di con. Mot chiit hoa qua ciing dworc.
Va dwng nghe ba.”

“R6i con su t& kia t&i...” Ba Maddy the dai. “B6 16ng vang tuyét
dep...”

“Uuuuuh,” Xemerius thdt 1én. “Té cd 1a ¢6 ¢ ddi méit xanh 14 14nh.”

“Trén mit em ¢ vét but mau,” To6i bao Nick.

“Suyt,” N6 ddp. “Gio dang d&€n doan gay cin.”

“Khi sw t& thay trdi tim ndm d6, né bén gio méng vust ha't ving trai
tim xudng vyc, sau that sau,” Ba Maddy bi thaim 6m nguyc. “Lic roi xuéng,
trdi tim vo tan thanh hang trdm manh nho. Ta nhin ky lai thi hda ra chiing 1a
nhtrng giot mdu do...”

T61 nudt nwde bot. POt nhién tdi thdy budn non.

“01,” Xemerius noi.



“Ti€p theo thi sao a?” Charlotte hdi.

“C6 thé théi,” Ba Maddy néi. “Chi cé vay, nhung ciing da kinh khing.”

“0,” Nick thit vong thd't 1én. “Poan dau hay thé co ma.”

Ba Maddy gian dw nhin né. “Nhéc con, ta cé vi€t kich ban phim dau!”

“May qud,” Bac Glenda l1am bam. R6i bac &y quay sang phia tdi, m&
miéng dinh n6i gi d6 roi lai thoi.

Thay vao d6 la Charlotte: “Gideon k€ la em da hoan thanh budi da tiéc
kha t&'t. T6i phai néi 1a toi thd'y nhe cd ngwoi. Toi nghi tdt cd déu thady nhe
nguwoi.”

Toi tang lor, ngwdre nhin cai dén chum trach méc.

“Thyc ra tdi qua t& da dinh k€ cho cdu chuyén c¢6 nang ciu ti€n an tdi &
nha Gideon. Nhung, bi€t néi thé€” nao nhi? Hom qua cau... khong dwoc
khéde,” Xemerius noi.

Toi phi mili.

“Vién d4 14 ldnh cda ciu moi cd ta & lai dn 01 d4y chir, ddu phai 10i
cta t&.” Xemerius nhin chin 18y da, bay qua ban t(§’i chd danh cho ba
Maddy. N6 ngoi1 xudng dang hoang, cai dudi than lan quan gon quanh
chan. “Né&u t& 1a hin, t& ciing s& 1am th&”. Thit nhat, co ta da trong em trai
hd hin sudt ca ngly, sau d6 lai con dop dep nha ctra sach s& va 1a 4o cho
hén.”

“Cdi gi?”

“T& da bdo day khong phai 16i clia t&'. DU sao thi hin ciing cam kich t&i
ndi cr nang nic mudn the hién kha ning niu spaghetti that nhanh cho ba
ngudi... TAm trang hdn m&i vui vé 1am sao. Ctt nhw thé hin vira méi ghi
ban. Gio’ cAu ngdm miéng lai di, moi nguwdi dang trd mét ra roi kia.”

Pirng 1a ho dang lam thé that.

“Chdu di td n6t mét bén kia,” Tdi noi.

“C6 1€ em nén pht thém chidt ma hdong,” Charlotte néi. “Mach nwdc
cho em the".”

“Ghét qud! Ghét qud! Ghét qua!”



“Oi troi! Chi vi chi ta 12 do cho h&n?” Leslie 14c d4u nhin toi. “That
la... V& van!”

“Hén con ndu cho chi ta #n,” Tdi rén rAm. “Chj ta & trong nha hin sudt
ca ngay!”

“Bii lai thi hdn s mé hon hit ciu trong nha tho,” Leslie ddp roi thé dai.

“Lam gi c6.”

“U, nhung hin ri't mudn thé".”

“Hén ciing hon Charlotte!”

“Nhung chi hon tw biét 1én ma!” Xemerius réo thezlng vao tai to1. “Néu
con phai lip lai diéu nay thém mot TAn nira chic t& dién luon. Té chudn
day. T¢ dén chét vi ddm dan ba cdc ciu.” N6 vO cdnh vi 1én mai nha va
thanh thoi ngy trén do.

“Té khong mudn nghe thém mdt 101 nao ntra,” Leslie ndi. “Biy gio
quan trong hon 1a cdu nho lai dwge ta't ca nhirng gi ngwoi ta da néi tdi qua.
Y t& 1a nhitng thi thye sy quan trong, ciu biét roi da’y, ma’y chuyén s6ng
con!”

“Té da k€ hét cho cdu nhiing gi to bi€t,” Toi qua quy€t va bop tran.
Nho' ¢6 ba vién aspirin nén d4u to6i da hét dau, nhung van con cadm gidc 1t
d sau thai dwong.

“Hwm,” Leslie cdi xu6ng nhin nhirng ghi chép. “Sao ciu khong hoi
Gideon xem muwdi mdt nim trwde, hin da gip huan tude Alastair vao dip gi
va do la tran da'u ki€m nao?”

“Tin t& di, con khoi thit t& chwa hdi hin!”

Leslie lai théd dai. “T¢ s€ 14p danh sach cho ciu. Thinh thoang ciu c6
the nhan tién hoi bang quo’ vai di€u, néu tha’y tién vé chi€n thuit va tinh
hinh hormone ctia cdu cho phép.” N6 cdt cu6n v& va nhin ra cOng treong.
“Bon minh di 1én kéo mudén. H6m nay t& nhd't dinh phadi ¢c6 mat khi
Raphael Bertelin T4an d4u tién budc vao 1¢p. Khd than hin, ¢ 18 dong phuc
hoc sinh d&1i v&i hin ch?ing khac nao bd ao tu.”

Bon t6i con bd cong di vong qua hdm twong chia anh James. Trong
khong khi hdn loan cta budi sdng, t6i ¢6 the néi chuyén véi anh 4y ma
khong so bi 16, nha't 1a khi Leslie dieng nhw th€ téi dang néi voi no.



James 14y chiéc khin tay wép nwéc hoa 1én che miii va dwa méit tim
ki€m xung quanh. “Theo nhw t61 thd’y, hom nay c6 khong dem theo con
meo hon xworc kia.”

“James, anh thtr twdng twong ma xem, em da toi dy da tiéc ctia quy ba
Brompton,” T6i néi. “Va em nhin chao hét nhw anh bao.”

“Quy ba Brompton, theé” co’ dd’y,” James noi. “Ba &y khong hin 12 mot
dia chi sang trong. Nhung nghe néi nhirng cudc hoi he & chd ba Ay rit
huyén ndo.”

“ff, ding thé&. Em ¢ twedng nhw thé 1a binh thwong.”

“May ma khong phai vay!” James tré mdi ra noi.

“Thé nao cling dwgc, khoang thir Bay tuan sau em dwoc moi tham dw
vii hoi & chd bd me anh. HuAn twdc Pympoole-Bothame va phu nhan.”

“Khong th€ tin dwgrc,” James ndi. “Me t6i ra't coi trong né€ nép xa giao.”

“Véng, xin cdm on,” To6i quay di. “P’6 tinh twong!”

“T6i khong c6 y ché bai,” James goi v&i theo. “Tinh twdng 1a gi?”

Raphael da tya bén ctra 16p khi bon t6i t&i gan. Trong hin dau khd dén
ndi bon tdi phai dung chan.

“Xin chao, t¢& la Leslie Hay, con didy la Gwendolyn Shepherd ban t&,”
Leslie néi. “Ching ta da lam quen v&i nhau tredc phong cda thay hiéu
tredng hom the Sau.”

Mot nu cuoi thodng hién trén khudn mit hin. “May ma cdc ciu con
nhén ra t&. Chinh t& con gap khoé khin khi h'6i nay ding tredc gwong.”

“ff,” Leslie cong nhan. “Trong c4u ctr nhuw phuc vu ban trén thu vién du.
Nhung dan dan sé quen.”

Raphael cuoi toét miéng.

“Cau chi can d€ y dwng d€ ca vat nhing vao bat xdp,” t6i néi. “Té bi
the sudt.”

Leslie gat dau.

“Hon nira @6 an thweong khong nu6't noi. Con thi & day ciing khdong dén
ndi. T¢ chic 12 ciu sé& sém cam thA’y nhu dang & nha.”

“Cau chwa tng t&i mién Nam Phép thi phai?” Raphael hdi hoi cay
ding.

“Chwa,” Leslie no1.



“Biét ngay ma. T¢ lam sao c6 the€ cdm thad’y nhw & nha tai mot da't nwoc
mua rong ra sudt ham tu ti€ng dong h6.”

“Nguoi Anh bon t& khdng thich nghe nguwoi ta néi xdu thoi ti€t cua
minh,” Leslie néi. “A, ¢6 Counter kia. May cho cdu, c6 &y rat khodi Phép.
Co @y sé rat cung cau n€u thinh thoang cau lam nhw v6 tinh chén thém vai
tw ti€ng Phéap khi n6i.”

“Tu es mignonnem],” Raphael noi.

“Biét r'oi,” Leslie kéo toi di ti€p. “Nhwng to khong than twong nwdce
Phap.”

“Hén thich ciu,” Toi quging dong sach vé 1én ban.

“Ctr viéc,” Leslie n6i. “Nhwng tiec 12 hin khong phdi miu nguoi té
thich.”

T61 budc phai bat cuoi. “Tat nhién roi, ha ha!”

“Théi di, Gwen. M6t trong hai ching ta mat tri 1a da r'oi. TS biét ki€u
ngudi nhw hin. Chi toan giy phién phtrc thdi. Hon nira hin chi quan tAm vi
Charlotte tirng néi t& ra't dé dai.”

“Yé vi trong cau nhu con Bertie nha ciu,” tdi noi.

“U, chinh x4c, ca vi th& nira,” Leslie cwoi. “Hon nira khi Cynthia nhdy
bd vao dm hin thi hin s& quén t& ngay. Nhin kia, con bé thAm chi con di cit
nhudm té¢c mai.”

Nhung Leslie da nham. R6 rang Raphael khong h€é mudn néi chuyén
voi Cynthia. Trong gio ra choi, toi va Leslie lai ra bang gh€& dwdi gd'c cay
dé ngoi. Leslie dang cham chd nghién ciru manh gidy ghi dong mat ma tw

cudn Ky s7 xanh thi Raphael mon men t&i gan. Chang doi ai moi, hin ngoi
xudng bén canh va néi: “O, hay th&, geocaching.”

“C4i gi?” Leslie burc bdi nhin hén.

Raphael chi tay vao manh gidy. “Céc cau khong bi€t geocaching a? b6
12 mot kifu sin kho bdu hién dai bing GPS. Nhitng con s& kia trong hét
nhuw toa do dia ly.”

“Khong, day chi la... that a?”

“Pua t& xem nao,” Raphael cam 148y manh gidy tw tay Leslie. “Ding
th&”. Gia du nhw con s6 0 & trede chir cdi dwoe dat 1én cao va nhw vay, nd
chi HJ. Con cac gach chéo nay la d€ chi Phiit va Gidy.”



Mot tiéng ri vong tdi tAn chd bon tdi. Cynthia dang vung chin mda tay
noéi chuyén v&i Charlotte trén cau thang, con Charlotte thi tiec gidn quay ra
nhin bon toi.

“Oi troi a!” Leslie tr/c’)’ nén h'6i hop hin 1én. “Nhuw vay nghia la 51 do, 30
phiit, 41.78 gidy phia Bdc va 0 do, 08 phiit 49.91 phia BDong?”

Raphael git dau.

“Vay la né mudn néi d€n moét dia diém?” Toi hoi.

“Puing vay,” Raphael néi. “Mot noi kha nhd khoang bén mét vudng.
Thé&, & d6 c6 gi? BO nh¢ dém?”

“Néu biét thi da td't,” Leslie ddp. “Bon t& tham chi con khong biét do 1a
chd ndo.”

Raphael nhin vai. “Tim dé thoi.”

“Nhw nao? Cé6 can may GPS khong? Va né hoat dong ra sao? Té mu tit
chuyén nay.” Leslie h'61 hop.

“Nhung t& biét. To c6 the gitp cdu.” Raphael bao.

“Mignonne!331.”

T6i lai nhin vé hwdng cau thang. Gio' & d6 con c¢é thém Sarah bén canh
Cynthia va Charlotte. Ca ba trirng mét gian di¥ nhin bon t6i. Leslie khong
dey.

“Pugrc. Nhing phadi ngay chiéu nay,” N6 néi. “Bon té khong con thoi
gian.”

“T& cling the,” Raphael néi. “Vay thi ¢t hen nhau lic b6n gio’ trong
cong vién. T lic d6 chic t& cling cit dudi dwore Charlotte roi.”

“Cau twdng d& 1dm da’y.” T6i nhin hin day thwong hai.

Raphael mim cwoi. “Té nghi 1a cdu danh gia t& hoi thdp, cd bé vuot
thoi gian a.”



Chiing ta co thé nhin thdy chiéc coc roi tw trén ban xudng dat vo tan,

nhwng chiing ta sé khong bao gio thdy chiéc coc nay tw ghép lai va nhdy

ngwoc lén ban. Sw gia tdng cua tinh lon xon, hay Entropy, phan biét qud

khwe voi tirorng lai va qua do tao cho thoi gian mot chiéu hiwong.
STEPHEN HAWKING



CHUONG 12

Madame Rossini choang qua dau t61 chi€c vdy hong nhat dep nhw mo théu
nhirng d6a hoa mau kem va vang chat. “Chdu cir méc chi€c vdy cua tuan
trede cling dwore ma,” Toi néi. “Chi€c vdy hoa xanh. Chau dang treo nd
trong td & nha, ba chi can bao chau mdt ti€ng.”

“Suyt, thién nga cao ¢0,” Madame Rossini néi. “Chau nghi nguoi ta tra
lwong cho ta d& 1am gi? D& chdu phai mic lai chiéc vdy cii?” Ba quay sang
ban ron v&i dong khuy nhd sau lwng t6i. “Ta chi hoi hodng khi chau pha
hdng kiéu téc! O thei Rococo, mot cong trinh nghé thudt nhw thé 18 ra phai
gitr dwgrc ma’y ngay. Tham chi vi thé” cdc quy ba con ngt ng'6i.”

“Véang, nhung chau lam sao t&i trrong trong bo dang nhw thé’,” T6i noi.
Co6 1€ tdi da ket & ctra xe buyt voi nii toc ay. “Giordano s€ lo trang phuc
cho Gideon a?”

Madame Rossini tic ludi. “Oi gioi! Cau ta bao khong can ai gitp!
Nghia la cdu ta s€ lai mac nhirng mau u &m va budc khan theo ki€u cha ra
gi. Nhwng ta chiju thua. Xong, gio’ lam gi v&i mdi téc cia chau nhi? D€ ta di
18y cadi may udn téc va sau dé chi can budc I'6ng ruy bang vao trong, et
bien331”

Trong lic Madame Rossini uén téc, téi nhan dwoc mot tin nhin cla
Leslie. “T¢ dgi thém ding hai phiit nira, né€u le petit francais con chwa toi
thi hén c6 th€ quén mignonne>*! di.”

T6i nhén lai: “Nay, con nhitng mwdi 1dm phiit mé&i dén gior hen! Bét ra
cau ciing phai cho hin thém mudi phiit chit.”

T6i khong kip doc loi ddp cia Leslie vi Madame Rossini da ¢am 187y
dién thoai di dong chup lai nhitng bitc dnh lwu niém gio da tré nén bét
budc. Mau h'ong hgp véi toi hon toi twong (ngoai dovi, toi khdng wa mau
nay...) Nhung con ki€u dau thi nom nhw th€ t6i so’ phai diy dién cao thé’.



Soi ruy bang do tuyét vong cd gitr 18y mai tdc chi chwe bung ra tung toe.
Khi Gideon t&i dén toi, hin khong tai nao nhin dwgc cuwoi.

“Thoi di! Mudn cudi thi phdi cwdi cAu méi ding!” Madame Rossini gét
gdng. “Nhin lai cau xem!”

f]’, chinh xdc! Nhin hin xem! L& ra phdi cAm ngudi ta khong duwoc
trong banh d&n the’, quan t6i mau ngin dén gdi, 40 dudi tom xanh ve chai
khi&n mét hin 12 l4nh.

“Cau chéng hi€u gi vé thoi trang! N&u khong ciu da deo chiéc cai do
mau ngoc bich hop tong v&i bo trang phuc nay. Lai con thanh ki€m lac
diéu, ciu sdm vai cong tir chit khong phai thang linh!”

“T4t nhién 12 ba c¢6 1y,” Gideon van con khic khich. “Nhuwng it ra thi
trong toc chau ciing khong gidng bii phoi sit ma chau van ding co n'6i.”

Toi ¢6” lam ra vé cao ngao. “Anh cao n6i? Anh c¢6 nhdm anh v&i
Charlotte khong?”

“Gi co'?”

“M@i day chi &y lau don cho anh con gi!”

Trong Gideon hot ngwong. “Chuyén 2y... néi nhw th€'... khong dung
14m,” Hén 14m bam.

“Hw, né€u la anh thi gior t6i cling thdy ngwong,” T6i bdo. “Madame
Rossini, lam on cho chau xin cai mu.” Du sao cai mi, mot dong 160ng h'dong
hd 167, ciling con do hon madi téc nay. Nhung khi nhin vao gwong, toi bi€t
t61 da nham to.

Gideon lai cwoi khic khich.

“Gio di dwoe chwa?” Toi cAm cau.

“Nh¢ trong nom thién nga cao cO cta ta cho can than, nghe chwa?”

“Chau ludn the’ ma, Madame Rossini.”

“Ludn gi ma ludn,” T6i n6i khi da ra toi hanh lang. T6i chi vao chi€c
khin den trong tay hin. “Khong cin bjt mit 4?”

“Khong, bd di. Vi nhirng 1y do da bi€t,” Gideon néi. “Va vi cai mi.”

“Anh van cho 12 t6i lai sdp du anh vio géc roi nén mot giy 1én dau
anh?” T6i chinh lai mi. “T6i cling c¢6 nghi vé chuyén nay. Va gio thi toi
nghi ly do thyc ra ra't don gian.”

“Va d6 1a?” Gideon nhwdng may.



“Anh chi twéng twong ra thdi. Trong khi bat tinh nhan sy nim daYy,
chic anh di mo thay t6i va sau d6 d& hét toi 1én dau toi!”

“U’, t6i cling c6 nghi t&i kha ning nay,” Han cong nhan khiéh tdi kinh
ngac. R6i hin tém 13y tay tdi kéo di. “Nhwng khong! To6i da nhin thay gi
thi t6i phai bi€t chi.”

“Nhung sao anh lai khong k€ v&i ai 1a t6i da du anh vao biy, nhw anh
teong teong ra?”

“T6i khong mudn ho nghi vé em t& hon nira.” Hin mim cuoi. “The’, em
c6 dau dau khong?”

“To1 c6 udng bao nhiéu dau...” T61 noi.

Gideon bat cuoi, “U, c6 bao nhiéu dau. N6i 1a em tinh nhw sdo m&i
chinh xéc.”

T6i ha't tay hin ra. “Ching ta c6 thé néi chuyén khic dwoc khong?”

“Thoi nao! Khong cho phép tdi tréu em mot chut sao? To1 qua em that
d& thueong. Ong George cit tedng em hoan toan kiét sirc khi thd’y em ngh
gat trong xe.”

“Ciing 14m 12 hai phiit cht may,” T6i ngwong ngung ddp. C6 18 toi da
choép chép nuwoc dai hodc 1am chuyén gi té hai.

“Hy vong la em da di ngti ngay.”

“O...” t6i ddp. Toi chi con nhé mang méng 12 me da g& ta't cd bon trim
ngan cai cdp tam ra khoi dau. Con téi thi da ngd khi trede khi dau kip ha
xudng goi. Nhung t6i khong mudn k&€ cho hin. Hin con ban vui vé v&i
Charlotte, Raphael va mon spaghetti.

Gideon dot ngdt ditng lai khién t6i hdc thdng vao hin va 1ap tic quén ca
tho.

Hin quay nguwdi lai. “Em nghe nay...” Hin 14m bam. “HOom qua toi
khong mudn ndi ra di€u nay vi tdi nghi em say qua. Nhwng bay gio’, khi em
tinh tdo va lai danh d4 c4 cay nhw moi khi...” Nhitng ngén tay hén dju dang
lwét qua tran tdi, khign t6i thigu chiit nita thi thé gadp. Thay vi néi tiép, hin
hon t6i. Toi nhdm mét trwde khi mdi hdn cham moi t6i. Nu hon d6 khién tdi
say hon ca regru punch t6i qua. N6 khién dau g6 tdi mém nhiin va long da
xOn xang.



Khi budng tdi ra, c6 vé nhu Gideon da quén mat hin dinh néi gi. Hin
chong tay 1€n twong ngay canh dau t6i va nhin tdi nghi€ém nghi. “Khong the
clr ti€p tuc nhw thé nay dworc.”

Tbdi cd gidng ki€m soat nhip thé clia minh.

“Gwen...”

Phia sau c6 tié€ng chan budc. Nhanh nhu cit, Gideon rut tay lai va quay
ngudi di. Chi chdp mét sau, dng George da ding trwedc mit bon tdi. “Hai
dra diy roi. Ching ta doi cdc chau twr ndy. Sao Gwendolyn lai khong bit
mét the?”

“Chau quén ma't. Nho 6ng budc gidp,” Gideon chia cai khan den ra cho
ong George. “Chau... a... chau di trede.”

Ong George thé dai nhin theo Gideo. R6i 6ng nhin t6i va lai thé dai.
“Ta twédng 1a ta dd canh bdo chdu roi, Gwendolyn,” Ong bit mét t6i lai.
“Chdu nén can thin voi cam xuc caa minh!”

“Véang,” T6i so 1én d6i ma phan bdi nong bing. “Né&u vay thi 1€ ra 6ng
khong nén d€ chau & cung anh &y nhi€u nhw thé”...”

Pay lai ding la ki€u logic dac treng cta Poi Can vé. Néu ho thue sw
mudn ngin can tdi si mé Gideon, 1& ra ho phai bi¢h hin thanh mdt thang
cha dan don x4 xi: téc mai ngan tlin, méng tay cdu ban va néi ngong. Ca
vu vi cam I€ ra ho ciing nén bo di.

Ong George dan t6i di trong béng t5i. “Ciing c6 the da qud 1au tir khi ta
mudi sau tudi. Ta chi con nhd ngwoi ta dé bj tdc dong thé ndo & tudi do.”

“Ong George, dng c6 k& cho ai biét chdu c6 th& nhin thd'y ma?”

“Khong,” Ong George néi. “Y ta I3, ta ¢6 thk nhwng khong ai chiu
nghe. Chéau bi€t khong, P6i Can vé toan la nhirng nha khoa hoc va than
hoc, nhwng ho khéng may hing thd v&i can tdm 1y hoc. Can than bac
thang.”

“Leslie, ban chau, nhung chic 6ng d biét tir 14u, né cho rang day chinh
la... phép thuat cua loai qua.”

Ong George im ling h'6i lau. “U. Ta ciing nghi vdy,” Cudi cling dng ci't
ti€ng.

“Nhung chinh xdc trong treong hop nao thi phép thuét cda loai qua cé
loi cho chau?”



“Chau yéu, woc gi ta cé the tra 101 dworc cau hdi d6. Ta da hy vong la
chédu c6 th€ trong cdy vao tri Iyc minh min cta chdu, nhung...”

“... nhung né da di tong, 6ng dinh ndi th& phai khéng?” Toi phi cuoi.
“C¢ 1€ Oong dung.”

Gideon doi toi va 6ng George trong phong cd't may dong h'd cung Falk
de Villiers. Trong lic khéi dong nhirng banh ring ti xiu trong c¢d mdy, dng
lang dang budng loi khen chié€c vay cuia toi.

“Thé& nay nhé, Gwendolyn, hdm nay la ngay chdu néi chuyén voi ba
trde Saint Germain. Budi chiéu trede ngly dién ra da tiéc.”

“Chau biet,” Toi li€c qua Gideon.

“Nhiém vu nay khong khé khin 18m dau,” Ong Falk néi. “Gideon s&
dwa chdu 1én chd ba twdc r'oi lai tdi don chdu ve.”

Thé& nghia la chi ¢c6 minh t6i v&i ba twdc. Ngay 14p tirc, cam gidc bon
chon lai xdm chi€m toi.

“Pung s¢o'. HOm qua hai nguoi chuyén tro ra't tim dau y hop. Em quén
roi sao?” Gideon dit ngén tay vao may dong h'd roi mim cuwoi nhin toi.
“San sang?”

“Sén sang, n€u anh ciing vay,” To6i khé ddp. Cin phong tran ngip anh
sang tring roi Gideon bién ma't trudc mét toi.

Toi ti€n 1én mot bwdre r'oi chia tay cho 6ng Falk.

“Mat khau ctia ngdy: Qui nescit dissimulare nescit regnare,” Ong Falk
ndi, cam tay t6i nhadn vao miii kim. Vién hong ngoc ryc sang, ta't ca nhirng
gi tredrc mét tdi xody thanh mot ludng dd thim.

Vwra ha canh xu6ng la toi da kip quén ma't mat khau.

“Moi chuyén déu on,” Tiéng Gideon vang 1én ngay canh toi.

“Sao & day td'i thé? B4 twdc dang dori ching ta co' ma. Lé ra 6ng &y nén
dot vai ngon nén.”

“bung, nhung 6ng 2y khong bi€t chinh x4c noi chung ta ha canh,”
Gideon bao.

“Sao lai khong?”

Tbi khong nhin 13, nhung ¢6 vé nhwe hin nhin vai. “Ong 4y chua bao
gio hoi. T6i e 1a 6ng &y khong thoai mdi néu ching ta loii dung cdn phong



thi nghiém Gia kim thuét yéu thich cta 6ng &y d€ lam dwong bing, can
than, quanh day toan d6 dé vor...”

Bon t6i Tan mo ra cira. Ngoai hanh lang, Gideon d6t dudc va rit né ra
khoi dai. Anh lta ném 1én twong nhitng cdi béng chap chon khién toi bat
giac budc lai gan Gideon. “Cai mit khau chét tiét 1a gi &y nhi? Phong
treong hop ¢6 ai d6 nén vao dau anh...”

“Qui nescit dissimulare nescit regnare.”

“An xong roi thi nén nghi hodc di ngan budc?”

Hin bat cudi r'6i cim ngon dudc trd lai.

“Anh lam gi thé?”

“Téi chi dinh... A, vé viéc lic ndy, 6ng George phd ddm ding lic toi
dinh néi v&i em mot chuyén ra't quan trong.”

“C6 phai vé nhirng gi t6i k€ v&i anh trong nha tho t67 qua? Néu anh
nghi tdi bi than kinh thi t6i c¢6 the hi€u, nhwng bac si tdm than cling khong
giup dvoc gi dau.”

Gideon nhiu may. “Em trt tg mot phit dwo'c khong? Toi dang phai 187y
hét can dam d€ to tinh voi em. Ma tdi thi khong ¢6 chidt kinh nghiém nao
trong vi€c nay.”

“Cai gi?”

“T6i yéu em,” Hin néi nghiém trang. “Gwendolyn.”

BA't gidc bung da tdi thit lai, nhw khi so. Nhung thuee ra 1 vi vui sudng.
“Thdt chw?”

“U', thdt!” Trong 4nh dudc, toi tha'y hin mim cuwdi. “T6i biét, ching ta
quen nhau con chwa day mdt tuan. Luc dau tdi thdy em qui... ngdc
nghé&ch, va c6 1& t6i di cr x& nhr mdt thang khé'n véi em. Nhung em ciing
qué phirc tap, ching ai ludng trude duge em sip lam gi. Trong mot s&
chuyén em lai con... a, ¢... qua ngdy tho. B6i khi tdi chi mudn tém 18y em
ma lic.”

“Pwoc roi, nhin l1a bi€t anh khdng c6 ti kinh nghiém t6 tinh nao,” Toi
bao.

“Nhung roi em lai rat hai hwde, thong minh, va v ciing dé throng,”
Gideon noi ti€p cit nhw hin khong hé nghe t6i néi. “Va té nha't 1a: chi can
& cung em trong phong la tdi lai mudn cham vao em va hon em...”

~



“U, ding 1a té that,” Tdi thi thaAm, va tim tdi giat dung dung khi Gideon
g0’ chi€c ghim cai mil ra khéi téc, quaalng danh veo dong 16ng ga 16ng vit roi
kéo t6i lai hon. Khoang ba phiit sau thi t6i da thd khong ra hoi, tya lung
vao twong va cd ging ding thing.

“Kia Gwendolyn, em ct hit vao th¢ ra binh thwong di chir,” Gideon vui
vé noi.

Tbdi ddy hin ra. “Thoi di. Anh thit ngao man khong chju n&i.”

“Xin 10i em. Chi 1a... cdm gidc 1ang lang khi biét em quén ca thé vi
t6i.” Hin lai it bé dudc ra khdi dai. “Di thoi. B twdc chic dang cho roi.”

Maii t&i khi ré sang 167 khac, t6i méi nhé ra cai mi. Nhwng toi cling
chealng mudn quay lai nhit.

“Ky la that, nhwng t6i lai vira nghi 1a s€ rd't mong cho’ nhirng [dn phan
nhdnh h'di khir budn té vé nam 1953, Gideon ndi. “Chi c6 téi va em, va co
chi ho Sofa...”

Ti€ng chén hai dira vang vang trén 161 di. T6i dan tinh gifd’c t gid’c mo’
h'dng thim ngot ngio d€ tw nhic minh hién dang & dau. Va dang & thoi
di€m nao. “N&u t6i cam dudc thi anh c6 th€ rit ki€m d€ phong,” Toi dé
nghi. “Ai ma bi€t dwgrc. Ma anh bi nén vao dau vao nam nao?” (P6 1a mot
trong hang loat cAu héi Leslie ghi sin ra gid’y, din t6i hdi mdi khi tinh hinh
hormone cho phép.)

“T6i vira nh¢ ra 1a chi ¢6 tdi to tinh voi em, con em thi khong,” Gideon
noi.

“T6i thi khong?”

“It nha't 1a khong bang 1. Con toi thi khéng ddm chic nhw the c6 duworc
tinh khong. Suyt!”

To6i rd 1én. Ngay tredc mat hai dira, mdt con chudt cong béo 1 nau den
thing thing difu ngang dwdng, ct nhw né ching miy may s¢ bon toi.
Trong anh dudc, doi mét né ryc dd. “Minh di tiém phong dich hach chwa
nhi?” Toi bam chat tay Gideon di ti€p.

Ba twdc Saint Germain chon cin phong & Tdu mot lam tru sé tai Temple.
N6 kha nhd va khiém ton d6i voi vi tri Tredng hoi Doi Can vé, ngay ca
hi&€m khi 6ng c6 mat & London. Chi€c gid cao dé€n tan tran cha't day nhirng



cudn sach bia da che kin ca mét birc twong. Trwedc mit ¢ mot cdi ban va
hai gh& banh dwoc boc bang ciing loai vai nhw nhitng birc rem. Ngoai ra
khong c6 thém bat ct d6 gb ndo. Mit troi thdng Chin chi€u sidng bén
ngoai, 10 swdi khdng nhen Itva nhwng ciing da &m. Cira s6 hwdng ra khoang
sdn nhd ¢6 dai phim nwdc ma dén thoi tdi van con. Gidy tor, bt 16ng
ngdng, sap niém phong va sdch vé phi kin bé ctra sO 1an mit ban, tao thanh
ting chdng ngd't ngwdng trong mao hi€ém dé&n ndi, néu dd xudng thé nao
cling 1am bén tung maYy lo myc dang ngoan ngoan nim giita ddng 16n xdn
d6. Cin phong nhd a'm ciing, ving béng ngudi, di vay téc gy tdi van dgng
1én khi budrc vao phong. Vién thu ky doi toc gia tring kieu Mozart cau c6
dwa t6i vao roi dong sip ctra lai, sau khi thong bdo “Ba twdc sé khdng d€ co
phai doii 1au.” Toi thyc khong mudn tach khoi Gideon, nhwng sau khi giao
t6i cho ga thu ky cau c6 thi hin thanh than bién ma't sau canh cira canh d6,
nhr mot ngwoi thong thao dwong di 167 lai & day.

T6i buwdre téi bén cira sO, nhin ra khoang sin yén tinh. Tat ca trong that
binh yén, nhung t0i vin ¢6 cdm gidc nhw khong chi ¢6 mot minh. Biét dau
cé ai d6 dang quan sat t6i qua birc twong sau gid sach. Hodc chi€c guong
trén bau 10 swdi co the€ 1a ctra sO thong sang phong bén kia, gid'ng nhw trong
phong tham van cua canh sat hinh sy.

Toi deng d6 h'6i 1au véi cam gidc khong thodi mai. Nhwng r'oi tdi nghi,
néw c deng do ra mot cach thi€u ty nhién thi ké nhin 1én kia s€ thay t6i
bi€t minh bi theo d6i. Vi vay t6i v& 18y cudn sach trén cung ctia mot ch’® ong
ngd't ngwdng trén bau ctra va gid ra. Marcellus, De medicamentis. A, chang
can bi€t Marcellus 1a ai, nhwng nhirng phwong phdp y hoc dic biét duoc
ghi lai trong cu6n sach nhd nay hén do ong ta phat ki€n. Toi tim dwoc mot
chd thd vi néi vé cdch chita cdc bénh gan. Ngudi ta chi ¢an bit mot con
thin 1an xanh, méc 14y gan né budc vao chiéc khin dé hoic miéng gié den
te nhién (Pen ty nhién? Nghia 1a sao?), sau d6 dem treo khdn hodc mié€ng
gié d6 bén phai ngwdi bénh. N&u ngwoi ta dem tha con than 13n ra va néi:
“Ecce dimitto te vivam...” va vai cau ti€ng Latin twong tw 1a bénh gan khoi
hin. Van dé chi 1a con thin 1dn kia c¢6 con chay ndi khong khi da bi ngwdi
ta méc ma't 14 gan. Tdi gip sach. Lio Marcellus nay chic dién. Cudn trén
cung cua ch'dong sdch bén canh boc da niu sAm, ri’t to va ning, vi vy tdi d&
nguyén & d6 khi gié ra. Vé cdc loai quy va cdch chiing hé tro phi thily
ciing nhw ngwo'i thwong, in noi nhii vang. Méc du khdng phai phu thiy hay



“ngroi thwong”, t6i van td mo 14t ra gitta quyén. Birc tranh mot con ché
xa'u xi dip vao mét t6i. Phia dudi ghi tén no la Jestan, quy nii Hindu Kush,
chuyén gieo ric bénh tat, chét chéc va chién tranh. Ngay tir dAu da khong
cé chut thién cam nao v&i con Jestan nén tdi voi 14t sang trang khac. Mot
khu6én mat ky di cé thr gi tr'oi ra trén so nhw doi swng (gidng ciac chién
binh ngoai hanh tinh Klingon trong phim Star Trek) nhin tdi chdm cham tir
trang bén kia. Trong khi t6i lom giong nhin lai, ngwoi Klingon d6 da chop
mét r'oi troi 1én trén trang gid’y nhw khéi tudn khdi 6ng khéi, nhanh chéng
tu lai thanh hinh hai hoan chinh, khoac do dd tuyén, dirng ngay canh t6i.
Hin giwvong d6i mét chdy rwc nhuw Itra ctii xudng nhin t6i va gam lén: “Ké
nao da ca gan tri€u h'6i Berith vi dai va hung manh?”

T&t nhién t6i hoi chon chon, nhwng kinh nghiém day t6i biét ma quy
trong thuwong dang so’ va hay thd't ra nhirng lovi de doa ddc ac, nhuwng chiing
khong lay dong noi mot lan khi. T6i ra't hy vong Berith chi 1a mdt h'on ma,
mot birc chan dung yém vao trang sach va con quy thit thi da chau troi tw
lau.

“Khong ai tri€u ngeoi vé dau,” Toi ndi lich sy, nhwng rd't than nhién.

“Ta la Berith, con quy ctia nhirng loi d6i trd, Pai cdng twdc chén 4m
ti!” Berith gam Ién vang vong. “Con goi la Bolfri.”

“A, c6 viét & day nay,” Toi nhin vao sdch. “Ngoai ra ngroi con luyén
giong cho dam ca si.” That 1a mot tai ndng thd vi. Nhwng nguoi ta phai
cing cho né nhiéu 1€ vat khic nhau sau khi goi né hién h'on (c6 vé phirc tap
vi goi bing tié€ng Babylon), t&t nhat l1a nhitng qudi thai con sng. Nhung
van chua 12 gi so v&i 1€ pham nguoi ta phdi cling d€ né bién kim loai thanh
vang. N6 ciing c6 kha nang nay. Vi thé nén nguwoi Sichem, khong can biét
ho 1a ai, rd't ton tho' Berith. Cho t&i khi tdt ca dan 6ng Sichem bj Jakob
cung cac con trai “dung ki€m gié€t chét mot cach tan bao nha't”. Tam thoi
the” da.

“Berith chi huy ham sdu quan doan,” Berith néi vang vang.

B&i cho d&n gio hdn van chuwa lam gi toi nén tdi cang can dam hon.
“T6i thd'y nhitng nguwdi ct ty xwng bang ngdi thi ba that ky cuc,” Toi 1at
sang trang khac. bung nhw t61 hy vong, Berith lai bi€n vao trong sidch, nhw
lan khoi bj gi6 thoi tan. T6i the phao nhe nhdm.



“Sach hay nhi,” Mot giong n6i kh€ vang 1€n sau lwng toi. Toi | quay phit
lai. B4 twde Salnt Germain dia 1én vao trong phong tw lic nao. Ong chdong
cdy gy c¢6 dau nim cham trd tinh x3o. Nhw thwong 1€, ddng ngwdi 6ng cao
16'n thon tha rd't n twong, méit 6ng sdng quic.

“Vang, rat thu vi,” T6i ngdp ngwng khé néi. Nhung réi tdi trdn tinh,
gap séach lai va nhin chan chao that thap. Khi t6i lai ding Ién t d6ng vay
40, ba twedc mim cuoi.

“Ta ra't vui vi chdu da t&i,” Ong ¢Am tay t6i dwa 1én mdi, nhung gin
nhu khong cham dén. “Ta nghi chung ta cin lam quen nhau ky hon, vi Ian
gidp dau tién cta ching ta dién ra khong ma’y... sudn sé, phai khong?”

T6i khong néi gi. Trong Ian gdp dau tién téi chi y€u ban hat qudc ca
trong ddu, ba twde thi budng vai loi binh pham xtdc pham dén tri tué cua
phdi nr néi chung va cua tdi néi riéng. P&n cudi dng con tho tay bop co de
doa toi theo céch kha dj thwong. Ong néi ding: Lan gip d6 dién ra khong
ma’y sudn sé.

“Tay chdu lanh th&,” Ong néi. “Nao, lai ddy ngd6i. Ta gia r'oi, khong
ding duoc 1au.” Ong bat cwdi, budng tay toi ra va ng'di xudng chiéc ghé
banh sau ban. C6 gid sdch day 4p lam nén, trong dng gidng mdt birc chin
dung. Mot ngudi dan dng khong tudi véi nét mit cao sang, danh mét hoat
bat va bd téc gia tring, tda ra vang hiao quang nguy hi€ém diy bi an. T6i
danh ng61 xudng gh€’, du mudén hay khong.

“Chdu c¢6 quan tim d&n phép thuit khong?” Ong ta chi tay 1én ch'ong
sach cao.

Tai 14c dau. “Thi that 12 khong, cho d&n thir Hai twan trurdre.”

“Hoi dién r'o, phai khong? Trong su6t nhirng ndm qua, me khi€n chéu
tin rang chdu chi 12 mot cd bé hoan toan binh thwong. VAiy ma trong chép
mét, chdu phai nhan ra minh 12 thanh phan quan trong trong bi mit 1o'n nha't
ctia nhan loai. Chau c6 biét ly do vi sao me chau lai lam thé™?”

“Vi me yéu chdu.” T6i dinh néi ra nhw mot cau hoi, nhwng né lai vang
1&n nhw 17 khing dinh.

B4 twde bat cwoi, “U, phu nit hay nghi vay! Yéu! Tt nay da bi phdi nt
may ngwoi cha cho ndt bét. Tinh yéu la ciu trd 1o, ldc nao ta ciing xuc
dong khi nghe vay. Hoac cam tha’y thi vi, tuy treong hop. Phu nw sé khong
bao gio hiéu dwoe rang dan 6ng c6 mdt hinh dung khac hin vé tinh yéu.”



T61 im lang.

Ba twdc khé nghiéng dau. “Néu khong c6 tw duy dang hién veé tinh yéu
thi c6 18 phu nir khong dé gi chju phuc ting dan dng trong ba't ctr mdi quan
hé nao.”

T6i ¢6 lam vé mat binh thwong. “Y thoi cla chau...”, oon Chua!, “thi
khic. O’ d6, phu ni va nam gi¢i déu binh d:fmg. Khong ai phai phuc tung
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ai.

B4 twdc lai cwgi, nhwng Ian nay 6ng cwoi 1au hon, cir nhw toi vira k€
chuyén ti€u 1am. “U’,” R'6i 6ng néi. “Ta cling c¢6 nghe thé. Nhwng hiy tin ta,
khong can biét nguoi ta sé trao cho phu nit nhirng quyén gi, ban cha't bam
sinh ctia con nguwoi sé€ khong thay d6i.”

Cha, biet no1 gi day? Tot nhd't co 1€ khong nén néi gi. Cing nhu ba
twdc vira thira nhan, nguoi ta khé ma thay doi dwore ban cha't tw nhién cta
loai ngwoi, cling nhw ban cha't ciia dng vay thoi.

B4 twde con ng'6i nhéch miéng thich thd quan sat t6i h'6i lau, r'oi 6ng
dot ngdt néi: “Nhwng con phép thuét... theo 1o tién tri thi chau phéi thong
thao di€u nay. Hong ngoc so hitu phép thudt ciia loai qua, dung cung Sol
trivong khép lai vong tron HYi Thdp Nhi.”

“Chau da nhi€u Tan nghe diéu nay,” T6i néi. “Nhung khong ai c6 thé
néi cho chédu bi€t phép thuat cua loai qua la gi.”

“Qua tung doi canh hong ngoc
Nghe ngwoi chét hdt giika khdp thé gian
Chuwa kip nhdn ra siec manh, chwa kip nhdn ra cdi gid phdi trd

Quyén lwc viing lén, vong quay khdc nhdp...”

T61 nhun vai. Ch:flng ai thong minh 1én sau khi doc dwgrc doan tho dao
van nay.

“P6 chi l1a loi tién tri ¢6 xudt x& dang ngo,” Ba twdc ndi. “N6 khong
nhi't thi¢t phai ding.” Ong dwa vao lwng gh& va lai mai mé quan sét toi.
“K€ cho ta nghe vé cha me va gia dinh chdu mot chit.”

“Cha me chau?” T6i hoi ngac nhién. “Thyc ra khdng c¢6 gi nhi€u de’ k€.
Cha chau mat vi ung thw mau khi chau 1€n bay. Trwdc khi méc bao bénh,



cha chdu la giang vién cta treong dai hoc Durham. Nha chau s6ng & do
dén khi cha qua dori. Sau d6 ma’y me con chuyén t&i London, & nha cia ba
ngoai. Ca nha chau sdng cung v&i bac Glenda, chi Charlotte va ba Maddy.
Me chau lam nhan vién hanh chinh trong mét bénh vién.”

“Téc me chdu cling dé nhw ta't cd phu nt nha Montrose phdi khong?
Hét nhr cac em chau?”

“Véng, ngoai chdu ra, tdt cd moi ngwoi déu ¢ mai téc dd.” Sao Ong ta
lai quan tam d€n chuyén nay nhi? “B& chau téc den.”

“Chdu c6 bi€t 1a ta't ca cac phu nwr khac trong Hoi Thap Nhi déu c6 mai
toc dd? Trudc thoi nay khong bao 1au, & rd't nhiéu nwde, ngeoi ta bi thiéu
sdng véi toi danh phi thay chi vi mau téc nay. O moi thdi va moi nén van
héa, con ngwoi vira ngwong mo vuea kinh sor phép thuat. P6 ciling chinh 1a
1y do vi sao ta nghién ctru k¥ diéu nay. Ngwoi ta khong s¢ nhirng gi ho biét
r5.” Ong ta rweén ngudi vé trede roi dan tay vao nhau. “Ban thin ta rat
quan tdm dén cach ti€p can chu dé nay ctia cdc nén van héa Pong phrong
xa x0i. Trong nhitng chuy&n du ngoan t&i Trung Hoa va An DP9, ta may
mén dwoc gip rat nhidu nha thong thdi sdn sang truyén dat lai kién thirc
ctia minh. Ta dwgc tham nhdp vao nhirng bi mat ctia bién nién sir Akasha va
hoc dwgrc nhiéu diéu ma kha nidng tw duy cia phén lon cac nén van héa
phwong Tay khong kham noi. Va ca nhirng di€u c6 the€ khi€n cac quy Ong
cta Toa gido hoi ngay nay hanh dong thi€u suy nghi. Nha tho s nha't khi
con ngudi ta nhin ra rang Chida & chinh trong chiing ta, chit khong phai
dang ngu dau d6 trén troi xa va quyét dinh s& phan cia chiing ta.” Ong dwa
mét nhin toi thim do r6i mim cudi. “Pam dao v&i dam tré the ky 21 vé
nhirng chi @€ phi bang Chua lic nao cling thi vi. Tham chi cidc ngwoi con
ngdp vat khi nghe khai ni€ém dj gido.”

Ta't nhién la t6i khong bi€t khai niém di gido. Ma tham chi néu bi€t di
gido 12 gi thi bon t0i van ngdp vit nhw thuwong.

“Cac sw phu phwong Dong da ti€n xa hon chiing ta trén con dwong phat
tri€n tri tué rat nhiéu,” B4 twde ndi. “Ta ciing hoc dwoe & d6 vai... kha
nang nho nhd, nhw ta da thir v&i chdu trong Tan gip trwdc. S phu cua ta la
nha sw clia mot gido phai bi mat ndm sau trong ddy ndi Himalaya. Tai d6,
ngwoi va huynh dé cia ngwoi ¢6 thé néi chuyén voi nhau ma khong céan s
dung thanh quan. Ho thdm chi con c6 th€ thing k& thit ma khong can dong
mot ngén tay. Strc manh tri tué va tri tedng twong cda ho 1én dé€n nhw the”.”



“Vang, nha't dinh la ra't htu ich,” Toi than trong ndi. Ong ta tOt nhat
dwng ¢6 ndy ra y mu6n cho toi thir lai ma’y thir d6. “T61 qua, chau nghi 6ng
cling da ki€m chirng ndng lwc nay v&i huan twdc Alastair trong budi da tiéc,
chau nghi vay.”

“0, budi da tiéc.” Ong lai mim cwdi. “Tinh ti phia ta thi mai né méi
dién ra. That t&t khi biét chiing ta s& gdp huin twdc Alastair tai d6. Hin c6
tran trong ti€t muc nho nho do6 cia ta khong?”

“It nha't thi trong Ong ta cling c6 vé bj da kich,” Téi ddp. “Nhung khong
that sy dao dong. Ong ta con bao s& khi€n bon chdu khong bao gior dwoc
sinh ra. Va ca nhirng chuyén gi dé vé cac quai thai dwdi dia nguc.”

“U’, ti€c 12 hin c6 thién huwdng néi ning kém lich sy,” B4 twdc néi.
“Nhung hin vin chua 13 gi so v&i t tién cia hin, b4 twdc Madrone. L& ra
h'd6i do6, khi con ¢6 co’ hoi, ta nén giét quach 1ao di m&i phai. Nhwng ngay
Ay ta con tré va ti€c thay con suy nghi kha ngdy tho... Nhwng gio ta s€
khong 13p lai 16i Tam nay. Ngay c4 khi ta khong thé ty tay thanh todn hén,
nhitng ngay sdng ctia hin chi con d&m trén dau ngén tay. Khong can biét
hin h6 hodn bao nhiéu tay chan phong vé xung quanh, khdng can biét tay
ki€m ctia hén linh hoat t&i dau. N&u con 13 thanh nién trai trang, ta s& dich
than thach da'u hdn. Nhung gior hau dué cla ta s& ddm nhan chuyén nay. Tai
nghé da'u ki€m cda Gideon ra't dang ne.”

Nhu moi khi, nghe dé€n tén Gideon toi lai thdy @m long. To6i nghi dén
nhitng gi hin néi ban ndy va cang cdm tha’y hanh phic hon.

T6i ba't giac nhin ra ctra. “Anh &y di dau thé a?”

“Pi da ngoai,” Ba twdc dap gon 16n. “Thoi gian viea da d€ ¢ thé toi
tham cd ban tré dang yéu cua ta. Co 8y & ngay gan day, n€u ciu ay di xe
ngwa thi chi ¢an vai phut 1a t&i.”

Cai gi co?

“Anh &y thwong lam vay?”

Ba twde lai mim cwoi. MOt nu cwoi than thién, &m dp, nhung lai an
gidu diéu gi d6 ma t6i khong sao dodn nodi. “Cau &y quen c6 ta chwa lau
1dm. Ta m&i gidi thidu ho v&i nhau. C6 &y 12 mdt géa phu tré tudi, thdng
minh va ra't hAp din, con ta thi quan niém rang, mot chang trai tré... ndi the’
nao nhi... lai vang doi chiit & chd mot ngwdi phu ni ¢6 kinh nghiém ciing
cha hai gi.”



T6i khong the’ ddp loi, nhung r6 rang ba twde cling khdng can.

“Lavinia Rutland 1a mét trong nhirng phu ntr rd't ¢6 phic. Nhirng nguoi
nhw thé&” thwong hanh phdc khi dwore truyén lai kinh nghiém ctia minh,” Ba
twdc noi.

U, diing 1a thé that. T6i cling ddnh gid cd ta nhu thé’.

T6i phan nd nhin hai ban tay minh d ty dong cudn lai thanh nim da'm.
Lavinia Rutland, c6 nang trong chi€c vy xanh luc. Sy tin cly t61 qua té ra
la vay...

“Ta cam thay chdu khong wa chuyén nay,” Giong ba twdc nhe nhang.

Chéc 6ng néi ding. T6i khong wa chuyén nay ti ndo. C& ging 1dm toi
m&i lai nhin dwoec vao mét b tudec.

Ong van mim cwoi &m 4p, than thién. “Co bé cua ta, sém hoc dworc
ring phu nit khong the s& hiru dan 6ng 1 ra't quan trong. Ai khong hoc
dwoe, ngueoi d6 rdt cudce s€ trd nén ¢6 ddc va khong dwoc yéu thwong.
Nguwoi phu nir cang thong minh thi cang so'm thich ng dwoc v&i ban chat
thi€n phu cua dan 6ng.”

Lam nham ngu xuan gi thé nay!

“Q, nhung ta't nhién chdu con rdt tré, phai khong? Ta cam thiy chdu
con tré hon nhirng cd bé cling tudi ra't nhiéu. Cé 1€ day la dau tién chau
bi€t yéu.”

“Khong a,” Toi 1am bam.

Piing thé". Bung thé” da’y! Pay la Ian dau tién t6i c6 cam giac nay. Lang
lang. S6'ng con. Pdc nha't. Pau don. Ngot ngao.

Ba tudc khé curoi. “Chau khdng can phai xau h6. N&u chau khong thé,
cO 1€ ta sé ra't tha't vong.”

Trong budi da tiéc, dng cling néi y hét khi tdi bat khdc vi ti€ng dan vi
cam cta Gideon.

“N6i cho cling thi ra't don gidn: Ngwoi phu nit khi yéu s& sin sang chét
vi ngwoi minh yéu,” Ba twede ndi. “Chau ¢6 the€ dem cudc doi minh trao cho
Gideon khong?”

T6t nha't 1a khong. “Chdu van chwa nghi tdi diéu nay,” To6i ngo ngdc
noi.



Ba twdc thd dai. “Tié€c thay, nho cach bao vé ky cuc cia me chdu ma
hai dira vin chwa c¢6 nhiéu thoi gian & bén nhau, chdu va Gideon. Nhwng
gio ta da ra't &n twong, ciu ta lam ra't t6t viéc cda minh. Tinh yéu rang ngoi
trong d6i mét chau. Yéu, va ghen!” Viéc gi?

“Khong c6 gi dé lwong hon phan ng clia ngwoi con gai dang yéu.
Khong ai dé bj ki€m sodt hon mot ¢d gai bi khdng ché bdi tinh cdm danh
cho nguoi dan 6ng clia minh,” Ba twdc ndi ti€p. “Ta da giai thich cho
Gideon di€u nay ngay khi ching ta gdp nhau dau ti€én. T4t nhién ta thdy td1
nghiép cdu ta vi da tdn qua nhiéu céng strc v&i chi ho cda chau, tén co &y
1a gi nhi? Charlotte?”

Gio thi t6i nhin 6ng ta chdm cham. Khong hiéu sao t6i budc phdi nghi
t&i 10 tién tri ctia ba Maddy va trdi tim h'ong ngoc ndm trén mdm d4 bén
bd vue thdm. Toi chi mudn bit tai lai d& khong phai ti€p tuc nghe giong néi
diu dang kia.

“Xét vé mat nay thi cau &y ranh gido hon hin ta & tudi dy,” Ba twdc
néi. “Va phai cong nhan ring, ciu 4y c¢é nhiéu wu thé’ bam sinh. Than hinh
nhw than Adonis! Gwong mat di€n trai, lich 1am va tai hoa! C6 1€ cdu ta
chaalng can phai lam gi nhi€u thi trdi tim cdc thi€u nt cling da tan chay. Sw
tie gdm lén cung Fa thik, chiéc bom nhw kim cwong téa sdng, nhiéu nita
lén, chom sao cia né mdt troi chiéu roi...”

Sw that thui cho t6i mot cd ding da day. Ta't ca nhirng gi Gideon lam,
nhitng dong cham, ctt chi, nu hon, cho d&n 16 néi ctia hin chi d€ thao ting
t6i. P& toi si mé hin, hét nhw Charlotte tredc d6. P& dé dang khdng ché
bon toi.

B4 twdc ndi qua ding: Gideon khdng can phai lam gi nhi€u. Trai tim
con gdi kho dai clia ti da ty dong bay t&i va roi xudng dudi chan hén.

Trong dau t6i hi€n hinh anh con sw ti ti€n vE€ phia trdi tim h'6ng ngoc
bén bo vuc thim va co chan dap né mot phat. Nhuw phim quay cham, trai
tim t t roi xudng, dap xudng ddy vuc sdu tham roi v vun thanh hang
ngan giot mau nho.

“Chau tirng nghe cdu &y choi vi ¢adm bao gio chwa? N€u chuwra, ta s€ lo
chuyén nay, khéng thir gi thich hop d€ chinh phuc trdi tim phu ni hon am
nhac.” B4 twé’c mo' mang nhin 1én tran nha. “PAa’y ciing chinh 1a manh khée
ctia Casanova. Am nhac va tho' ca.”



T6i chét mat. Toi cam nhan r6 diéu d6. Novi trai tim toi vira nguw tri gior
chi con bang gia lan tda. N6 ludn lach vao da day, xuéng dui, ban chén,
canh tay, ban tay va cud1 cung vao trong dau tdi. Gidng nhur cudn phim,
nhitng su kién clia may ngay nay chay qua trwéc mét toi, trén nén nhac
dém “The whiner takes it all”: Tt nu hén dau tién trong budng xung tdi &
nha tho' cho dé&n 101 td tinh cta hin trong dwong ham. TA't ca chi 1a mot sy
thao tiing dworc dan dyng hoan hdo, hinh nhw trir mdt vai ngit quing khi
hén tré lai 12 chinh minh. CAy vi cAm chét tiét kia d4 hoan thanh ndt phan
con lai.

Sau nay khi ¢6” nh¢ lai, t6i khong con biét t6i va ba twdc da néi thém
chuyén gi. Tw gidy phit tdi bi bang gia bop nghet, khdng con diéu gi dang
ban tim nwra. Cling may la ba twd'c doc thoai phan lon cude tro chuyén.
Bing giong ém 4i, nhe nhang, dng ta k& cho tdi nghe Ve tudi tho & Toscana,
vé ndi nhuc lam con hoang, vé nhitng khé khin khi T4n theo ddu vé&t cha
rudt, ca vé viéc ban ron nghién ctru bi mat cia may d6ng h'd va nhirng loi
tién tri tir khi con 12 mot thiéu nién. Tdi thyc sw ¢d gang lang nghe, bdi tdi
bi€t s& con phai thuat lai twng chitr cho Leslie, nhwng vo ich, tdi chi luan
quan nghi dé€n sy ngu xuan cia chinh minh. T6i chi mong dwo'c mot minh,
de’khoc.

“Ba twdc?” Ga thw ky cau ¢6 gdo va mo cira ra. “Phai doan ctia Tong
Gidm muc da toi.”

“0, td't qud,” B4 tedc dirng 1én va nhdy mét v&i toi. “Chinh tri! O thoi
nay chinh tri vin do nha tho' dinh doat.”

Toi cling 16p ngép dirng 1én nhin chan chao.

“N6i chuyén v&i chdu rat vui,” Ba twede ndi. “Va gior ta da néng long
mong cho Tan gédp sau.”

Toi 1am bam y dong tinh.

“Cho ta gtri loi chao Gideon, va ta ra't 18y lam ti€c da khong ti€p cau
4y hom nay.” B4 twdc cam gdy di ra ctra. “Né&u chdau ¢an mot loi khuyén
cua ta: Phy nr thong minh s€ bi€t cach giau sy ghen tudng ctia minh. Néu
khong thi dan 6ng bon ta ldc nao cling thay ti tin 1dm daYy...” Tiehg cudi
nhe nhang, ém dju vang 1&€n Tan cudi roéi téi chi con lai mdt minh. Ma cling
khong 1au 14m, vi chi vai phiit sau ga thw ky cau cé di kia quay lai va néi:
“Moi ¢ di theo t6i.”



Tbdi d chim nghim trong chiéc gh& banh, mi nhim nghién chi chuye doi
nwdc mat ta ra, nhung dwong nhw ching khong chju chdy. Ciing c6 the
nhw theé hay hon. T6i cdm ldng di theo ga thw ky xudng cau thang va chung
t0i dirng lo’ ngo' & d6 h'oi 1au (t0i van twdng minh sé ngd xudng va chét
ngay 1ap tirc), cho t&i khi ga lo 1ing nhin 1én chiéc dong h'd treo twdng va
bao: “Anh ta d&€n mudn qua.”

Ping lic d6 ctra bat mé, Gideon buwdc vao. Trong chdc lat, trai tim toi
quén ma't ring thyc ra né da vo nét trén nén viye, hdi ha ddp vai nhip don
dap trong I'6ng nguc.

Bang gia trong co’ the' bi day lui vi lo s¢. Lé ra t6i c6 thé do tdi cho quy
cd Lavinia V€ b0 dang ctia Gideon hién gio’, 40 quan xdc xéch, téc mudt
m6 h'oi rdi tung, ma ing d va doi méit xanh rgc sdng, nhung trén tay 4o
hin 12 mot v&t chém sau, 1&p ding ten trén nguc va cd tay thAi'm dAm m4u.

“Ngai bi thwong r'oi, thwa ngai,” Ga thw ky kinh hoang rd 1én nhirng 1o
toi dinh ndi (trir “ngai” va “thwa ngai”). “Toi s€ cho goi bac si!”

“Khong,” Gideon néi, va vé tur tin ctia hdn khién tdi chi mudn gidng
mot bat tai. “Pay khong phai 1a mau cda t6i. Khong phai ta't ca. i thoi
Gwen, ta phai nhanh chan Ién. T6i da bi gitr chan mot lac.”

Hin tém 13y tay roi kéo tdi chay, ga thw ky chay theo t&i cAu thang va
con goi voi theo vai Tan “Nhung thwa ngai! Chuyén gi xay ra vay? C6 nén
cho b4 twdc...” Nhung Gideon ddp, hién khong c6 thi gicr, va hin s& nhanh
chong tim gap ba twdc d€ bdo cédo khi co the.

“Ching tdi s& ti di tir dAy,” Hin néi khi bon tdi xudng chan ciu thang.
Hai linh canh dang rit sdn ki&€m ding doi. “Lam on cho t6i givi 1o chio b4
twoc! Quis nescit dissimulate nescit regnare.”

Hai nguwoi linh cho di, g thw ky cdi chao tw biét. Gideon ridt mét ngon
dudc va ti€p tuc kéo t6i chay. “Di thdi, ching ta chi con t&i da hai phut!”
Hin c6 vé vin hao hing. “Gior em da biét mat khau d6 nghia 1a gi chwa?”

“Chwa,” Chinh t6i con ngac nhién khi thdy trdi tim da chop nhodng
moc lai cua t6i cy tuyét khong mudn roi xuéng vuc thim. N6 1am nhw mol
thtr déu 6n ¢4, va tdi sin sang chét néu ding thé that. “Bu lai thi tdi lai phét
hién ra dwoe chuyén khac. Mau ai trén ngwoi anh thé?”

“Ai khong dao dwc gid thi ciing khong biét thong tri.” Gideon roi dud'c
toi gbc ré cudi cung. “Ludwig the 11.”



“Qua chuan,” T6i noi.

“Thd thye 1a toi cling khong bié€t ngwoi 1am ban hét d6 cha toi tén 1a gi.
Thé& nao Madame Rossini cling ming cho xem.” Gideon m& ctra phong thi
nghiém rdi cdm ngon dudc 1&n trén twong.

Anh sdng chap chon soi sdng mot cdi ban 16n véi cdc dung cu ky qudi,
chai lo thuy tinh 1'n nhd dung ddy dung dich va bt ¢ mau. M&ay buc
twong chim trong bong t6i, nhung téi c¢6 th€ nhan thdy ching bi phd kin
hinh v& va chir viét t&i tin tran nha. Ngay phia trén ngon dudc, 1a hinh
phdc hoa mot dau 1au véi ngdi sao nim canh thay cho hd mit dang ngodc
miéng cuoi.

“Em qua diy,” Gideon kéo tdi sang phia bén kia ban. Cudi cung héin
cling budng tay t6i. Nhung 1a d€ vong ca hai tay qua eo, kéo tdi lai gan hin
hon. “Chuyén tro v&i ba twdc thé nao?”

“RA&t... nhiéu thong tin,” T6i néi. Trdi tim twdng twong vd cdnh nhw
con chim nho trong '6ng ngwc t6i. Téi cd nudt cuc nghen trong cd. “Ba
twére da k& cho tdi 12 anh... anh ciing d6ng tinh v&i 6ng ta, ring mot ngudi
con gdi dang yéu dé diéu khién hon. Sau khi nhoc cong chudn bi cho
Charlotte, gio’ anh lai phai bit dau lai ttt dau v&i toi, that 1a chuyén dang
bwc minh phai khong?”

“Em dang n61 gi the”?”” Gideon nhiu may nhin téi chong choc.

“Nhung qua thye anh da lam rat to6t,” Toi ndi ti€p. “Bd twde cling nghi
vy. TAt nhién t6i khong phai treong hop dic biét khé khin... Oi troi, toi
ra't xAu hd khi nghi t&i chuyén minh da dé ddi v&i anh téi mitc nao.” To6i
khong thé ndo nhin hin dwoc nira.

“Gwendolyn...” Hin ngirng 1oi. “Sép d&n lic roéi. C6 1& chiing ta nén
14t nira n6i ti€p chuyén nay thi hon. Khi binh tinh. Mic di t6i van khong
hi€u em dang am chi diéu gi...”

“T6i chi mudn bi€t d6 co that the” khdng,” To6i néi. Pwong nhién do la
s thit, nhwng nguwoi ta ludn hy vong dén phiit cu6i cung. Cd vwot thoi
gian sip t&i dd xdn xang trong da. “Cé ding 13 anh da 1én sdn k& hoach
khién t6i yéu anh, hét nhw anh da lam v&i Charlotte treedrc d6.”

Gideon budng tdi ra. “Liic nay khdng thich hop chiit ndo,” Hén bao.
“Gwendolyn, chiing ta s€ néi vé chuyén nay ngay. To6i hira voi em.”



“Khong! Ngay bay gio’!” Cuc nghen trong cd t6i n0 tung, nhirng giot
nwée mét thi nhau roi. “Chi ¢in anh néi c6 hay khong thoi! Cé ding 1a anh
da 1&€n k& hoach tat ca?”

Gideon gio’ tay bop tran. “Gwen...”

“C6 hay khong?” Téi nire no.

“U, ¢6,” Gideon néi. “Nhung xin em, dirng khéc nira.”

Va I'an thr hai trong ngay, trdi tim toi, [an nay chi 1a phién ban s6" hai,
trai tim gia tedng moc 1én t hy vong tran tré, ving qua mom da, roi xuéng
tan day vuc thim va v& tan thanh ngan manh vun. “Pwoc roi, dé la tat ca
nhtrng gi t6i mudn biét,” Toi thi tham. “Cam on anh da ndi that.”

“Gwen, toi rdt mudn giai thich cho em...” Truwdc mét t6i, Gideon tan
bi€n vao khong khi. M2y gidy lién, to1 ngd tran tré1 vao dnh dudc chap
chon va cdi dau lau phia trén, trong khi bang gia lai quay veé trong co th€.
Tdi c6 ging chiin nwdc mat tran ra, roi tit ca nhoa di tredc mét toi.

T6i mat vai gidy de€ thich nghi v&i anh sang trong phong cdt may d'ong
hd & thoi hién tai, nhung roi tdéi nghe thdy giong thang thét clia bac si
White va ti€ng xé vai.

“Khong c6 gi dau,” Gideon ndi. “Chi la v&€t chém nhd xiu, hdu nhw
khong chdy mdu. Tham chi con khéng cén t&i bang ciru thwong. Bac si
White, 6ng c6 th€ ca't cai kep mach mau dwoe r'oi day! Khong c6 chuyén gi
dau!”

“Kia, c0 bé dong rom,” Xemerius chao toi. “Cau sé khong bao gio’ doan
dwoc hom nay bon t& dd phat hién ra cdi gi dau! Oi, khong! Céu lai khéce
da’y a?”

Ong George gio' ca hai tay tém 14y tdi va quay mdt vong. “Con bé
khong bi thwong!” Ong thé phio.

Pung vay. Néu khong xét dén trdi tim toi.

“Chung ta chudon tho6i,” Xemerius noi. “Em trai ga dau dat va co ban
Leslie ctia cau dang mudn bao cho cdu mdt tin cwc ky thd vi! Cau thi
twdng twong xem, ho da tim ra noi dwgc miéu ta bdi cac toa dod tir mat ma
ctia ky si xanh. C4u s€ khong the’ tin noi dau!”

“Gwendolyn?” Gideon nhin t3i, cit nhir hin so t6i s& vi hdn ma sip lao
dau vao xe buyt.



“T4t ca déu &n,” Tbi trdnh nhin vao mét hin. “Ong George, 6ng c6 the
dwa chdu 1én trén dwgrc khong? Chau that sy phai vé nha gap.”

“Tat nhién,” Ong George gat dau.

Gideon cwa quy, nhung bdc si White git hén lai. “Nim yén d&y!” Ong
giat dit tay 4o khodc va 4o so' mi mic trong. Canh tay hin ddy mdu dong.
O phia trén gan ba vai c6 mot v&€t chém nhd. H6n ma ciu nhéc Robert kinh
hoang nhin ddm mau nhoe nhoét.

“La ai th&”? Phai khtr tring va khau ngay,” bac si White cau c6 ndi.

“Khong th€ dwoe,” Gideon néi. Mit hin tdi di, va vé kich dong ciing
gan tan bi€n. “Chuyén nay lam sau cling dwore. Chau phai néi chuyén voi
Gwendolyn da.”

“Thyc sy la khdng can dau,” Toi n6i. “Toi da biet tat cd nhieng gi toi
can biét. By gio toi phai vé nha.”

“Chinh th&?” Xemerius noi.

“Ngay mai ciing dau c¢6 mudn,” Ong George néi véi Gideon r'oi véi 18y
chiétc khiin den. “Trong Gwendolyn mét moi 1dm. Sdng mai con bé con phai
di hoc.”

“Chinh xac! Va tdi nay c6 &y con phai di tim kho bau,” Xemerius noi.
“Hodac th gi d6 dang cho’ dwgrc kham pha & toa dd kia...”

Ong George bit mét tdi lai. Thit cudi ciing t6i con nhin thay 13 doi mét
cta Gideon 18D lanh xanh bat thwong trén gwong mat tai nhot.

“Chic moi ngwei ngd ngon,” Tdi con kip néi trede khi dwoc Ong
George din ra khdi phong. Ngoai h'on ma ciu nhéc Robert thi ciling chflng
cé ai dap loi toi.

“Puorc roi, t& s& khong bit cau h'6i hdp thém nira,” Xemerius néi. “Cé
vé nhu chiéu nay Leslie va Raphael ra't vui chit khdng nhw cdu. Hirm, bang
cach nao d6 hai ngwoi ho da xac dinh dwoc toa do chinh xac. Va gio cho
ciu dodn ba Tan xem d6 la & dau.”

“O' London?” Téi hoi.

“Trang!” Xemerius kéu 1én.

“Chdu bao gi?” Ong George hdi.

“Khong a,” Toi néi. “Chdu xin 161, dng George.”



Ong George thé dai. “Ta hy vong cudc trd chuyén v&i bd twde Saint
Germain dién ra thuan 1oi.”

“A, vang a,” Téi cay ding néi. “Rat nhiéu théng tin, xét vé& moi
phwong dién.”

“O'kia, t& van con & diy co' ma,” Xemerius kéu 1én. Toi cam thd’y hoi
am quanh cO khi n6 6m choang 18y t6i nhw con khi con. “T¢& ¢6 nhiéu tin
ma&i cye hot. Nghe nhé: Chd gidu ma chiing ta tim ki€m & ngay London.
Va con hay hon thé&: N6 & ngay Mayfair. Cu thé’ hon nira: & Bourdon Place.
Chinh xé4c hon ti ntra: Bourdon Place nha s6" 81! Thé& nao, cau tha’y sao?”

O nha t6i? Nhitng toa d6 d6 4m chi mot chd trong nha tdi? Ong ngoai
gidu thtr gi tai d6 ha troi? Mot cudn sach khac? Mot cuén c¢é tranh minh
hoa htru ich?

“Cho t&i gior, cd chan cldn va anh chang Phap da lam rat td't,” Xemerius
noi. “Phai thd thyce 1a t& cha biét ti gi vé may cai toa do khi gié &y. Nhung
gior, gior t& s€ vao cudc! Vi chi duy nha't c6 mdt Xemerius thong minh tuyét
voi ¢6 mot khong hai nay da tai d€ tho dau qua twong va nhin thdy thi
dwore gid'u trong hodc sau d6 théi. Do d6 tdi nay hai ching ta s€ 1én dwong
di tim kho bau!”

“Chdu c6 mudn néi vé chuyén dé khong?” Ong George hoi.

Téi 14c dau. “Khdng, chuyén nay d€ mai,” To6i néi cd v&i ong George
14n Xemerius.

T&1 nay toi s& chi nim thao thitrc va khéc thwong trdi tim tan ndt clia
minh. T6i chi mudn ngup 1an trong sy thwong cam ban than va moi an du
s&n sadm. Va ¢6 I& t6i s& nghe Bon Jovi va “Hallelujah”. Mdi ngwdi ¢An mot
bai hat riéng cho ma’y vu nhw thé nay.



Vi thanh

London, 29 thdng Chin nam 1782

Anh ti€p dat, lung ap sat twong, dat tay 1én d6c ki€m va nhin quanh.
Khodng sin véng tanh, ding nhw huin twdc Alastair dd hira. DAy phoi
gifing tir twong ndy sang twong kia. Nhirng tA'm vai trdi givdng tring treo
trén day dung dwa nhe trong gio.

Paul ngurdc nhin 1én nhitng 6 ctra s& phan chiéu ning chiéu. Con méo
nam trén bau ctra nhin anh nhw tréu choc, mét chan né than nhién dung dwa
qua go teong. N6 khién anh nghi t&i Lucy.

Anh buong tay khéi déc ki€m va phui cho phaalng tay 4o beo loe xoe.
Dbdi vai anh, trang phuc thoi Rococo cdi nao ciing hét nhw nhau. Quién lirng
dén gdi ngd ngan, do khoac ky cuc v&oi mau dudbi tom dai vedng viu, lai
con théu day hoa gd'm va dang ten - that kinh khing. Anh dinh dung bd
trang phuc va mai téc gia ma ho dat lam cho nhirng an t&i thim vao nam
1745, nhwng Lucy va quy ba Tilney ctr khang khang doi may cho anh mot
bd mé&i tinh. Ho cho rang ba't cit ai ciling s& nhin anh chdm chim né&u anh
mac trang phuc ctia nam 1745 d€ xua't hié€n trong nam 1782. Ho chaamg them
nghe anh céi la anh chi gdp huin twdc Alastair mdt lat & mot noi héo lanh
de€ trao doi gid’y to'. Anh tho tay vao gitra 4o khoac va so' mi, cham vao
nhirng ban sao dwgc gip sdn trong chiéc phong bi niu.

“Rat tdt, ngwoi da dén ding gio.”

Giong néi lanh ling khién anh quay phét lai. Huin twdc Alastair bude
ra tir trong béng chiéc cdng vom. Ong ta #n van trang nhd nhw thwong 18,
dii cling rat sic s& va gin day trang sirc 1ap lanh trong ning. Trong dng ta
nhr mot vat the'la gitra nhirng td'm khan trai giwong don so. Ngay ca chudi
ki€m cua 6ng ta cling cé vé dwoe dic tr vang rong va nam da quy, khién
né c6 vé vo hai va gan nhw khoi hai.



Paul li€c nhanh ra phia cong vom. Bén dwong, thim cd xanh trai dai
dén tn bo s6ng Thames. Co ti€ng ngwa thd phi phi, anh doédn 1a huén twdc
Alastair da di xe ngya toi.

“Nguoi di mot minh?” Huan twdc Alastair hdi. Giong 6ng vO cling ngao
man, hon nita nghe c* nhw bj nghet miii man tinh. Ong ti¢h lai gan hon.
“Ti€c qua! Ta rdt mudn gdp lai c6 ban dong hanh téc do6 xinh dep cua
nguwoi. CO ta ¢ cach bay td y ki€n that 1a... a... bat thwong.”

“CoO &y chi thd’y tha't vong vi ngai da khong tdn dung wu thé tr nhirng
thong tin ching t6i cung cAp cho ngai I'an tredc. Va ¢6 4y nghi ngo’ nhirng
gi ngai dinh lam v&i céc thong tin nay.”

“Nhirng thong tin Ian tredre cla cac ngwoi khong day da!”

“Chung thwa di! Céac k& hoach cia Lién minh Firenze khong dwoc can
nhic d& chu ddo thi c6! C4 nim vy 4m sit bd twdc trong sudt bon muoi
nam d€u tha't bai, va riéng ngai dich than chiu trich nhi€m hai vu! L'an cudi
cling, tredc ddy mudi mot ndm, ngai ¢é vé chic chin 18m co' ma!”

“Pung lo! L'an tdi s€ khong tha't bai!” Huén twedce Alastair ndi. “Lau nay
cha 6ng ta va ta ludén pham sai Iam, d6 la dinh ha guc ké dwoc goi la ba
tidre kia nhur ha guc mot con ngudi. Ching ta da ¢ gang 14t mit na hén,
réu rao tin tirc va bdi nho danh tiéng hin. Ching ta da cd citu vt nhitng
linh h'on lac 167 nhw ngeoi ma lai khong higu rang ta't ca cic ngwoi tir 1au
da mang trong minh dong méu quy.”

Paul ngo’ ngac cau may. Anh chwa bao gio’ hi€u noi nhirng lo'i hoa my
ctia huan twdc va nhirng ngwoi khac trong Lién minh Firenze.

“Chting ta da thit dung thudc doc, ludi kie€m va ca sting dan d€ loai hin
nhw loai mét ngwoi binh thweong,” Huln twdc ndi ti€p. “That nwc cuoi!”
Ong ta cit tiéng cwdi khan duc. “Du 1am bat ci chuyén gi, ¢6 vé nhw hin
van ludn di trede ching ta mdt budc. DU chiing ta ¢6 di t&i dau thi hin
ciing ludn c¢6 mit sin & d6. Dwdng nhurr han ba't kha chién bai. O dau hin
cling ¢ ban be va ngwoi bdo tror hing manh, nhirng nguoi cling thong thao
ma thuat den nhu hin. C4c thanh vién trong hoi clia hin 12 nhitng ngudi ¢
th& Iyc nhat trong thoi dai ching ta. Phai ma't may chuc ndm ta mdi hi€u
dwoc 1a khong th€ dung nhirng bién phdp théng thwong d€ d6i dau voi quy
dw. Gio thi ta da sang sudt hon roéi.”



“T6i mwng cho ngai,” Paul 1i€c nhanh sang bén. Dudi vom cong xuit
hién thém hai ngwoi dan 6ng khac. Ho méc trang phuc den tuyén, ki€m
tudt tran gidt bén hong. Chét tiét! Lucy néi ding. Huin tudc Alastair
khong nghi d&n chuyén gitr 10i. “Ngai ¢6 dem nhirng 14 thw theo khong?”

“Tat nhién,” Huan twdc Alastair rit trong do khodc ra mot cudén gid'y
day cOp budc day dd. “Gio day, nhor cac ngwoi va nhirng thong tin gia tri
clia cdc nguoi, ta cling da cai dwgc mot nguoi ban tdt vao hang ngii cua
DPoi Can vé. Nguwdi nay hang ngdy cung cip cho ta cic thong tin quan
trong. Nguwoi c6 biét ba twde hién tai dang & thanh phd? A, dwong nhién 12
nguoi biét!” Ong ta lwong chirng cudn gidy trong tay roi ném né cho Paul.

Paul khéo 1éo dén bit bang mot tay. “Cam on ngai. Chic ngai da sao
chép lai ching.”

“Khong can thiét,” Huln twdc kiéu ngao dap. “Thé& con nguoi? Nguwoi
c6 dem theo thir ta yéu cau?”

Paul cat t€p thw vao tui 4o khodc roi gior cdi phong bi nau 1én. “Nam
trang danh sich gia pha dong ho Villiers, bit dau tir the' ky 16, k& tir ngudi
vueot thoi gian dau tién 1a Lancelot de Villiers cho toi Gideon de Villiers,
sinh ra & th& ky 20.”

“Con dong nr?” Giong huén twde Alastair ldc nay hoi 10 vé cing thfmg.

“Cling ddy da trong nay. Bit dau t Elaine Burghley cho t&i
Gwendolyn Shepherd.” Cai tén nay khi€n tim Paul dau nhéi. Anh li€c
nhanh hai g3 kia. Bon ho dirng lai dudi cong, tay nim sin chudi ki€m nhuw
dang cho doii diéu gi. Anh nghi€n rang ty nhén la da doan dwgec diéu ho
doi.

“T&t 14m. Thé thi dwa né day cho ta!”

Paul lwong ly. “Ngai khong lam ding nhw nhwng gi da théa thuan,”
Anh ciu thoi gian. Anh chi tay vé phia hai nguoi kia. “Ngai dinh t&i day
mot minh co ma.”

Huan twdc ngude mét than nhién nhin theo. “Nguwdi & dja vi xa hdi nhuw
ta khong bao gio’ di mot minh. Nguwoi hiau cda ta ludn thap tung ta toi moi
noi.” Ong tién thém mot budce. “Gio thi dwa gidy to ddy! Nhitng chuyén
con lai ty ta s€ lo.”

“Néu toi doi y thi sao?”



“Ban than ta khong céan biét s€ 18y dong gid'y to kia twe doi tay con s6ng
hay d chét ctia ngwoi,” Huin twdc nim 14y chudi kigm tinh xdo. “Hoiic
néi cach khéc: ké&t liéu doi ngroi trede hay sau khi 18y gidy tor, khong
quan trong.”

Paul ciing nim tay vao chudi ki€m. “Ngai da thé doc.”

“Oi tréi,” Huan twde Alastair kéu 1én r'oi tudt ki€m. “Nguoi ta khong
néi chuyén véi quy bang dao dikc bao gior! Nop gid’y to ra ngay!”

Paul 1di lai hai budc va ciing rdt ki€m. “Ching phai chinh ngai ting
noéi, khong th€ dung vii khi thong thwong d€ chdong lai ching t6i?” Anh
nhwdng may mia mai.

“Gio 1a lic ching td diéu d6,” Huan twdc néi. “En garde!®!, 6 quy
dee!”

Thyc ra Paul con mudn ndi ti€p, nhwng c6 vé nhw hudn twdc Alastair
chi cho dip nay. Ong buéc t&i, ding ding st khi nhdm vao Paul. Mdi t6i, ¥
dinh nay di cing v&i tay ki€m diéu luyén cla 6ng ta thi kha dé.

It ra thi Paul hiéu ro diéu d6, khi chwa ddy hai phit sau lung anh da
cham twong. Anh do hét cac don tdn cong, trdn dwdi nhirng ti'm khan trai
girong va ¢6 d'on huan twde vao thé bi. Vo ich.

Con meo rit 18n, vot tir bau ctra s& xudng va chudn thang qua cdng. Sau
0 ctra s, moi thr ling nhw to’. Chét tiét! Sao anh lai khong nghe 1o Lucy?
C6 da hét 1o niin ni anh rit ngn bét clra s6 thoi gian tré vE qua khir. N&u
th& ¢4 1& anh di ¢cAm cuy dd lau d€ tan thanh khong khi ngay truedc mét tén
huén twde kia.

Thanh ki€m cta Alastair 16e sang trong dnh mat trosi. Nhat chém tiép
theo clia 6ng ta manh t&i ndi suyt nira ki€m ving ra khdi tay Paul.

“Poi da!” Paul hét Ién, ding hon la anh 1am ra b6 théd hon hén. “Ngai
thing r'oi! Toi s& dwa gid’y to nay cho ngai.”

Huan twdc Alastair ha ki€m. “Rat biét diéu.”

Vo thé niang nhoc, Paul dya ngwoi vao tweong roi quang chi€c phong bi
nau cho huan twdc Alastair, dong thoi anh nhao theo, nhung c¢6 vé nhw
huan twde di & phong sin. Ong ta tha chiéc phong bi va d& dang d& ci tan
cong cua Paul.



“Ta nhin th&u moi mwu ma chudc quy!” Ong ta vira kéu 1én vira cuoi.
“Nhung gior thi ta mudn xem mdau cua ngwoi mau gi!l” Mot cd khuy goi
diéu luyén va Paul cdm nhan r6 lwdi ki€m cda huan twdc Alastair rach dut
4o va lan da bén trong. Mau néng chdy doc xudng canh tay. Khong dau
14m, anh dodn d6 chi 12 mot vét xuede. Nhung nu cwdi nham hiém cla d6i
phurong va viéc anh phai cd 18y khong khi trong khi Alastair van binh than
nhw khong khi€n anh nhut chi lac quan.

“Cac nguoi con doi gi nira?” Huén twde Alastair goi ddm tay chan.
“Chiing ta khong dwoc cho hin thém thdi gian! Hay cdc ngwoi mudn hin
bdc hoi bién ma't ngay tredc mat nhw doi thi clia cdc ngwoi Tan trude?”

Pam tay chan van @6 den 14p tirc tuan 1énh. Khi ching ludn qua nhirng
taA'm khéan trai giwong xong t&¢i, Paul bi€t anh da thua. Anh con kip nghi, it
ra Lucy dwore an toan. N&u di theo thi c6 1€ cd phai bd mang cuing anh.

“Hay néi 1o cudi cung di,” Huin twdc Alastair néi. Paul cAn nhic xem
c6 nén budng ki€m, sup xudng cau nguyén. Biét dau tén huin twdc ngoan
dao kia vi long tin Chda ma chiu khé doi thém mot chit réi méi giét
ngwoi. Ma ciing ¢6 th€ chwa kip quy g6i xu6ng thi anh da chét r'oi cling
nén.

Chinh vao lic nay, anh trong thdy gi d6 dong diy sau ta'm khan trai
giwrong. Mot tén cén vé cua huin twdc chwa kip quay lai nhin da guc xudng
khong ti€ng dong. Sau mdt chép mét kinh hoang, tén con lai cAm kiém
xong theztng vao d6i tht méi xuad't hién, mo6t chang trai tré mac khodc xanh,
nay budc ra te sau tAm khan trai giwong va gan nhw lor dang dung ki€m do
cu tan cong.

“Gideon de Villiers,” Paul thdt 1én. Anh nhw dwgc ti€p thém can dam
d€ chong cu lai nhirng cu ra don ctia huan twdc Alastair. “Ta khong nghi lai
¢é ldc gap cau ma khién ta vui mung dén thé’, nhéc con a.”

“Thyc ra tdi cling chi t0 mo thoi,” Gideon ndi. “T6i nhin thdy cd xe
ngwa cé gia huy cua hudn twdc Alastair trén phd nén mudn ki€m tra xem
ong ta dinh 1am gi & cdi san sau ving vé nay...”

“My lord, day chinh 1a con quy da gi€t chét Jenkins trong Hyde Park!”
Ga héu cda huin tedc Alastair théu thao.

“Lo lam viéc cua ngwoi di,” Huan twdc Alastair vac lai. Cé vé nhw strc
lwc cuia Ong ta tang 1én gd’p do6i. Paul linh nhat chém th hai, cing mdt bén



tay, trén nhat treé'c mot chiit. L'an nay vét chém dau nhdéi lan khip co’ thé.

“My lord...” Xem ra ga hau bi don vao thé y€u.

“Xt tén nay di!” Huln twdc Alastair kéu 1én byc bdi. “DE€ ta thanh toan
tén kia!”

Paul théd phao 18y hoi khi huén twdc nhang ra. Anh li€c nhin cénh tay,
mdu dang chdy, nhwng anh van cAm dworc ki€m.

“Chung ta bi€t nhau ma!” Huan twdc Alastair gio dieng doi dién voi
Gideon, lroi ki€m ctia 6ng ta dinh d6 mau Paul.

“Chinh xdc,” Gideon d4p. DU mién cwdng nhung Paul van thdy thdn
phuc vé binh than ctia hin. Thiang nhéc &y khong biét so’ 1 gi? “Mudi mot
nam tredec, ngay sau cudc am sat ba twdc Saint Germain bat thanh cua
nguoi, ching ta da gdp nhau trong budi luyén ki€m & chd Galliano.”

“Ba twd'c Welldone,” Hau tudc khinh bi néi. “Ta nhd roi. Pich than
nguroi di dwa cho ta tin nhin ctia quy.”

“Ta chi dem theo 1&i cdnh cdo ma ddng tiéc ngwoi van khong tuin
theo.” Pdi mét xanh ruc sang day nguy hiém.

“Ngoén nghé ctia quy! Vwra nhin thdy ngwoi 1a ta da biét. Tay ki€m cua
nguoi cling khd ddy, nhung chic nguwoi van con nhd, ta 1a ngudi da thing
trong cudc dau tdp cua ching ta?”

“Ta con nhé 16,” Gideon dap va vay tay do béo ctr nhw chiing that phién
phtrc. “R6 nhw th€ vira mdi tuén tredrc. NoOi chinh xéc ra thi d6i voi ta ding
l1a nhw vay that. En garde.”

Ti€ng kim loai cham vao nhau chat chida, nhwng Paul khong nhin noi ai
dang trén co. Tén hau con lai ldc nay da trdn tinh, dang rit ki€m ti€n dén
gan.

Hin da'u khong duwoc tinh t& nhw tén chd, nhung rat hung hing. Paul
tha’y 16 strc lyc noi canh tay bi thwong dudi di nhanh dé€n mirc nao du anh
da nghi mot chait.

Liic ndo anh mé&i vurrot thdi gian? Chic khdng con bao 1au nira! Anh
nghién rang nhin goi tdn cong. Khong ai ndi gi sudt ma’y phit lién, chi c6
ti€ng ki€m va lanh canh 14n ti€ng thé hon hén. R'6i Paul thodng thiy thanh
ki€m quy gia cfia huin twdc Alastair bay vu 1én khdng trung va roi xudng
neén da.



Ta on Chua!

Tén héu lui lai vai budc. “My lord?”

“P6 1a mdt thu doan ban thiu, dé quy,” Huan twde gidn di ndi. “Vi
pham moi nguyén tic! Ta m&i 12 ngudi dAm tring!”

“Pa thua lai con cay cd,” Gideon ddp. M6t vét thwong (ra mau trén tay
hin.

Po6i mit huan twdc Alastair rec 1én cim han. “Néu ca gan thi ctt giét ta
di!”

“P&hom khic,” Gideon git ki&m lai bén thit lung.

Paul trong tha’y cdi gat dAu ra hiéu clia tén huin twde. Co bép cla tén
tay sai cing 1én. Nhanh nhu cit anh nhdy bd vao gitta d& don truede khi mii
ki€m cuaa tén no kip xuyén qua mang swon Gideon. Ciing trong gidy phut
do, Gideon da rut ki€m dam thang vao nguc hin. Mdu x&i ra tir vét thwong
budc Paul phai quay di.

Huan twdc Alastaw tranh tha thoi co nhét ki€m 1én xia 18’y chiéc phong
bi niu trén nén san d4. Khong ndi thém mot 1o ndo, 6ng ta quay ngoit va
chay vut ra cong.

“D'6 hen,” Paul thdt 1én gian di. R6i anh quay lai phia Gideon. “Nhoc
con, cau co bi theong khong?”

“Khong, chi 1a vét xudc nhd,” Gideon néi. “Nhung trong dng & 14m.
Tay 6ng! Con bao nhiéu mau...” Hin mim méi roi nhit ki€m 1én. “Ong
giao nhirng gid'y to’ gi cho tén huan twoc?”

“Gia phd,” Paul budn ba dap. “Trat tw gia pha clia nhitng nguoi vueot
thoi gian nam va ni.”

Gideon gat dau. “T6i da bi€t cac nguoi chinh 1a ké phan boi. Nhwng toi
khdng nghi cdc nguwdi lai ngu ngdc d&n the! Hin s& co giét hét tat cd hau
dué ctia b4 twdc! Gid hin lai con biét ca tén clia phia nit. N&u nhw hén ra
tay thanh cong thi ching toi chang bao gi® dwoc ra doi.”

“Lé& ra ltic c6 co hoi, ciu phai giét hin cht,” Paul cay ding néi. “Hén da
danh Itra bon ta. Nghe nay, ta khong con nhiéu thoi gian nira, ta ¢6 the vurot
thoi gian ba't cir lic nao. Nhwng ciu phai nghe ta ndi, diéu nay ra't quan
trong.”



“T6i s& khong 1am th&1” D6i mét xanh nhin anh gian dir. “Né&u biét
tredre s€ gdp Ong & day hom nay thi t6i da dem theo 6ng nghiém...”

“Bit tay v&i lién minh nay 12 sai TAm cda bon ta,” Paul voi va ddp.
“Ngay tw dau, Lucy da phan d6i. Nhwng ta nghi néu bon ta c6 the gidp ho
triét ha ba twdre...” Anh 6m bung. Tay anh cham vao cudn thw nhd trong tii
4o khoac. “Chet tiet! Nay! Cam 18y cai nay, nhéc con.”

Gideon lwdng Iy ¢am 18y cudn thw nhd. “Ong dirng goi toi 1a nhéc con
nira. T6i con cao hon dng ca nira cai dau.”

“Pay 12 moOt phan nhing 151 tién tri ma 14u nay bd twdc van gidu Doi
Can vé. Trudc khi nay ra y dinh chay t&i hdt 180 véi vi ba twde kinh yéu,
ciu nha't dinh phai doc né. Chét tiét, néu chuyén nay dé&n tai Lucy, chéc co
Ay sé gietta.”

“Ai dam dam bao day khong phai l1a gidy to’ gid mao?”

“Ctr doc thi biét! R6i c4u s& hi€u vi sao bon ta lai 18y cip mdy dong
h'6. Vi sao bon ta lai mudn ngin can ba twdc khéc nhiap HO1 Thap Nhi.”
Anh reén nguoi 18y hoi. “Gideon, cdu phéi trong nom Gwendolyn cho can
than,” anh néi voi vang. “Cau phai bao vé con bé tredc ba twdc!”

“Tbi s& bao v& cb Ay trwde bat cit ai!” Anh mit Gideon 4nh 1én day
khinh bac. “Nhwng t6i khong hi€u chuyén nay thi lién quan gi dé€n 6ng.”

“Pwong nhién la lién quan toi ta, nhdc con!” Paul phai ¢ hét siec d€
khong dong tay dong chan. Trdi a, néu thing nhéc kia biét dwore dit chi mot
chut!

Gideon khoanh tay lai. “Vi sy phan bdi clia cac ngwoi ma méi day suyt
ntra bon tdi da bi tay chan ctia huan twdc Alastair gi€t chét & Hyde Park, toi
va Gwendolyn! Th& nén 6ng khé ma thuy€t phuc dwore to1 1a 6ng quan tam
dén sy an nguy cua c6 ay.”

“Cau khong biét ti gi...” Paul ngung loi. Anh khong con thoi gian.
“Thoi k&. Cau nghe day.” Anh nghi d&n nhitng gi Lucy ting néi, c& ging
d6n ti't ca sy cadp bach vao trong giong ndi. “Hobi don gian, trd 1o don
gian: Cau c6 yéu Gwendolyn khong?”

Gideon khong hé roi méat khdi anh mdt gidy phit nao. Nhung Paul c6
the nhan 16 c6 diéu gi d6 16e 1én trong cdi nhin ctia hin. Khong dirt kho4t
ching? Oi gidi, dwong ki€m thi thao 18m, nhung dong dén chuyén tinh cam
thi xem ra ciu ta con vit miii chwa sach.



“Gideon! Ta c¢in phai bi€t cau tra loi!” Giong anh vang 1én danh thép.

Guong mit chang trai tré chot mém di mot chiit. “C6,” Han ddp don
gian.

Moi gian dw cua Paul chot tan bi€n. Lucy da bi€t diéu nay. Sao anh lai
c6 th€ nghi ngo cd! “Vay thi hdy doc nhirng gidy to’ nay,” Anh ndi voi.
“Chi ¢6 nhr vady cdu m&i hi€u dwoc vai tro thye cia Gwendolyn trong
chuyén nay va vi th& cda né trong van co.”

Gideon nhin anh chim chim. “Ong néi vdy nghia 12 sa0?”

Paul cidi xuéng. “Gwendolyn sé chét néu cau khong ngian can. Cau la
ngwoi duy nhat cé the€ lam dwoc diéu nay. Va nhu ta thd'y, ciu ciing la
ngwoi duy nha't con bé tin twedng.”

Anh si€t chdt canh tay Gidéon. Cam gidc ndn nao chodng vang xam
chi&€m ngwoi anh. Anh cé the€ danh doi ta't ca chi d€ niu lai mot, hai phat!

“Hay hra voi ta, Gideon!” Anh tuyét vong thd't 1én.

Nhung anh khong kip nghe cau trd 101 ctia Gideon. Ta't cd moi thir xung
quanh tré nén nhat nhoa. Dwdi chin hut bing, anh bj cudn vao vong xody
ctia khong gian va thoi gian.

Néu ai mudn biét thir gi dwore gid'u tai toa d6 da néu & nha Montrose tai 6
81 Bourdon Place thi c6 thé’ thir giai mat ma sau:
1511331621351232912313
6811172553 11378432631
312312443293243591544



Loi cam on
éu ban thay doi, moi thie quanh ban ciing thay doi.
Do chinh la phép thudt!”

Trong qua trinh hinh thanh tac pham, rat nhi€u diéu ky diéu da xay ra. Toi
dwoc gdp nhidu ngudi tuyét vori dén ndi tdi ching the nao k& hét dwoe ho.

Chi bay nhi€u thoi: T6i vo cung bi€t on ta't ca nhirng dip ky diéu da
dem dén cho t6i nhirng m&7i than giao nay. Va, khong: To6i khong tin vao sy
tinh co.

T6i xin cdm on tat cd cac nir doc gid da bo cong vi€t Email hodc thw
cho t6i hodc quen tdi trong mot budi gidi thiéu sach, loi khen cua cac ban 1a
dong lyc vo6 cung 1on ddi vai toi.

Talyn aka Dorit, xin cam on doi mét dai bang tinh twong da doc soat tac
pham gitp toi.

T6i c6 dwore ra't nhiu y twedng va cdm hirng sang tac te nhirng budi doc
voi cdc doc gia yéu sach, xin cam on cac ban thidn mén da bd ra rad't nhiéu
cong strc! Kamelin, cdm on ban da chon ding tén cho em trai ciia Gideon.

C4 cdi tén Man Hong t6i cling cudm dwge tir nhitng ngwdi yéu sach.
(Udc gi tén toi nhuw thé!!)

Nhan day toi cling mudn gti 161 chao than 4i t&i cdc co bé clia dién dan
HOng Ngoc: Laura, Nathiii, jelly, jojo, Jolly, mia, sunrise, Ay Ay, coco,
AnA, leo<3 va nhirng ban khac, cic ban thit tuyét voi!

Daniela Kern, cdm on ban da chim séc quan 1y trang mang va dién dan!

Tbdi van chwa tin ndi rang chinh hoa si v& bia ma tdi yéu thich nha't, Eva
Schoffmann-Davidov, lai 1a nguoi v€ bia cho series nay! Téi cling biét c6
nhiéu ngwoi da mua cudn sach chi vi trang bia - nhung trong treong hop
nay thi on. T6i ¢6 the hieu dwoc va néu 1a toi, toi cling s€ lam nhw vay.

Xin cam on Thomas Frotz da dem lai dién mao thwc sw cho Xemerius
nhw hinh dung ctia tdi, trong khong gian ba chiéu va cwc ky dé throng.



T6i hy vong s€ som c6 thém that nhiéu Xemerius d€ ngwoi ta cé the dat
trén ban viét, tdi van con nghién ctru 1o than chi gidp Xemerius sdng lai.

Xin cdm on tA't cA moi ngwdi da ra't kién nhin vdi toi trong ndm nay, toi
that may mén khi cé cdc ban!

Vi thoi gian han ch& (ma nay, chwong cudi cung tdi con chwa kip viét
xong) nén toi chi con ¢6 the’ néu tén va cam on bdn ngwoi dic biét: quan 1y
Petra Hermanns tuyét voi, bién tdp vién vi dai Christiane During, cd ban
Eva yéu quy va ngeoii me bé nho, khong bao gio bi€t mét mai cua toi.

Con xin cdm on me vé tat cd. V€ viéc me da doc sach cia con voi
niém hao hirng ctia mot cd bé muwoi bon tudi. Eva, khdng ¢6 sy dong vién
tinh thén cda cu thi ¢6 nhitng ngay t& khong thé€ viét ndi mot tw nao. Petra,
cam on troi da ban chi cho t6i! Christiane, tdi khong biét chi lam cach nao
ma khi€n t6i cudi cung ludn nghi tat ca déu la y twdng cda t6i! Nhung
chinh nhirng y twdng ctia chi m&i 1a tuyét nhat! Xin cdm on hai nguoi vé
nhirng ngay tuyét voii & London.



Danh muc nhwng nhan vat quan trong

THOT HIEN TAI:

Dong ho Montrose:

. Gwendolyn Shepherd: dang di hoc 16p Muwoi va mot ngay dep troi
bong phat hién ra minh ¢6 kha nang vwot thoi gian

* Grace Shepherd: me cua Gwendolyn

* Nick va Caroline Shepherd: em trai va em gdi cuia Gwendolyn

* Charlotte Montrose: chi ho Gwendolyn

* Glenda Montrose: me Charlotte, chi gdi ctia Grace

* Lady Arista Montrose: ba ngoai cia Gwendolyn va Charlotte, me cua
Glenda va Grace

* Madeleine (tiec Maddy) Montrose: ba tré cia Gwendolyn, em gai huan
twé'c Montrose

« Ong Bernhard: quan gia nha Montrose
* Xemerius: linh h'on quy trong véc dang ctia con quy da

Trong trwong trung hoc Saint Lennox:
* Leslie Hay: ban than nha't cia Gwendolyn
» James August Peregrine Pympoole-Bothame: h'0n ma trong trrong
 Cynthia Dale va Gordon Gelderman: ban cung 16p
o Thidy Whitman: thay gido Anh van va S, thanh vién trong B6 Noi vu
ctia boi Can vé



* Raphael Bertelin: hoc sinh m&i chuyén dén treong Saint Lennox, em
trai Gideon

O tru s& cia Di Can vé tai Temple:

* Gideon de Villiers: nguoi veegt thoi gian gidng Gwendolyn

* Falk de Villiers: bac cua Gideon, tredng hoi kin cda ba twdc Saint
Germain hién tai (P01 Can v¢ tryc thudc hdi kin nay)

e Thomas George: thanh vién Bo Noi vu cta hoi kin

» Thay Whitman: nhw trén

* Bdc s7 Jake White: bac si, thanh vién BO No6i vu cua hoi kin

* Mrs. Jenkins: thu ky

* Madame Rossini: thg' may

* Marley: mOn sinh dé nha't

* Giordano: méOn sinh d€ tam, chju trach nhi€ém day Gwendolyn vé the¢
ky 18

TRONG QUA KHU:

* Bd tiwoc Saint Germain: nguoi vegt thoi gian, sang 1ap ra Poi Can vé

* Miro Rakoczy: ban tim giao cta ba twdc, con dwoe goi la Bdo den

* Hudn twoc Brompton: nguwoi quen, d6ng thoi 1a nha tai tror cia ba
twoc

* Quy ba Brompton: ngwoi vor yéu doi ciia huan twedc Brompton

* Magret Tilney: nguoi vrot thoi gian, ky cia Gwendolyn, ba ngoai cta
quy ba Arista

* Paul de Villiers: nguoi vieot thoi gian, em trai cia Falk de Villiers

 Lucy Montrose: ngwoi vieot thoi gian, chau gai ciia Grace, con gai cla
Harry - anh trai ciia Glenda va Grace

* Lucas Montrose: tirc huan twé'c Lucas Montrose sau nay, 6ng ngoai
cta Lucy, cha cua Grace, tredng hoi kin cho t¢i khi 6ng mat



e Cong tir Merchant, quy cé Lavinia Rutland: khach moi trong budi da
tiéc cua quy ba Brompton

 Hudn twée Alastair: nha quy toc ngwdi Anh gdc Y, tha linh Lién
minh Firenze & th&' ky 18



U Gutta cavat lapidem (tiéng Latin): nwée chdy d4 mon.

[2] R4t ¢6 khd ning 4m chi ngdi Giovanni Alessandro, Conte di
Madrone, 1502-1572, @& nghj tham khao ca Lamory, Gici quy toc Y thé ky
16, Bologna, nam 1997 trang 112 tr& di.

(3] MAm thai ctia quy.

(4] May khéi va mui lru huynh ¢ th€ 1a do Conte nghi ra d& thém
thuy€t phuc.

[5] Nhan vat R.M. c6 18 1a hau dué nha Medici 12 Rudolfo, nguoi tirng
ndi danh qua vu t vin nim 1559, xem Pavani, Nhitng truyén thuyét vé
cac nhdn vdt Medici bi lang quén, Firenze, nam 1988, trang 212 tr& di.

1] Espieglerie (ti€ng Phép): 14u linh.

Y Mdt va tim tie 1au vén tranh gianh
Chc‘zang ai chiu nhwwong em cho ai cd.
(Ban dich ctia Phan Cam Thinh)

181 Mt mudn giw hinh em cho riéng minh
Con trdi tim mudn gidu em trong do.
(Ban dich ctia Phan Cam Thinh)

[T “Somewhere over the rainbow” (ti€hg Anh): “Bén kia cAu vong”,
nhac trong phim Pha thity xir Oz, chuyén th€ tir bo truyén dong thoai noi
ti€ng cia L. Frank Baum.

[10]' And everybreath we took was hallelujah (mdi hoi thé cta chiing
toi déu la mdt bai hat ca tung Thuong d€): lovi trong bai hat “Halleluja”
cta Bon Jovi.

111 “The winner takes it all”: ca khic ctia ban nhac ABBA, 1980.

12 Nest-ce pas (ti€ng Phap): phai khong nio?



3] Quelle catastrophe! (ti€ng Phap): That 1a tham hoa!
(14
thoi!

1“One chance in a lifetime” (ti€ng Anh): C4 d&i chi c6 mot co hoi

[15] Ca khiic cta ban nhac ABBA, 1975.
[16] ¢ 1& déu 1a ca khdc cta ban nhac ABBA.

171 Mot ciin ¢ quan sy clia My & Kentucky, phia Nam Louisville va
Béc Elizabethtown.

18] Tres bien (ti&€ng Phap): ra't tot.

U191 Bienvenue (ti&€ng Phap): Chao mirng!

(201 My lord (ti€ng Anh): cdch xung ho th€ hién sy ton kinh ddi véi
nam gidi cé twde hiéu.

(211 Cats (Nhitng chd meéo): nhac kich ctia Andrew Lloyd Webber, sing
tdc nam 1981.

[22] “Khéng chit Am thanh nao trén con dwong ving, liu cd phai mit
trang da mat tri nh¢o r'6i khong? Nang dang mim cwoi mot minh.”

[231 “C§ dorn trong 4nh tring, tdi c6 the mo' vé nhitng ngay trude.”
(241 “Hay @& nhitng ky trc song lai.”
[25] Ca khiic “Next 100 Years” (2000), Bon Jovi.

[26] «“N&u anh cham vio em, anh s& hi€u hanh phiic 1 gi. Nhin kia, mot

ngdy md&i da bat dau.” Bai Memory (1981) trong nhac kich Cats (Nhitng
con meo) cia Andrew Lloyd Webber.

(271 West Side story (Cau chuyén by Tay): phim My, 1961, dao dién
Robert Wise, Jerome Robbins.

(281 Cosi fan tutte (ti€ng Y): Vi tat cd nhitng ngwdi hAm md.



[29] «“pieu tuyét nha't anh c6 thé€ hoc dwoc 1a cach yéu va dwoc yéu

2

lai.

1301 Aty lady (tiéhg Anh): cdch xung ho the hién sy ton kinh d&i véi ni
gidi ¢o twde hiéu.

31 Ty es mignonne (ti&€ng Phap): Ban thit d4ng yéu.
1321 Mignonne (ti&ng Phép): dé thwong.
1331 Et bien (ti&€ng Phép): th& 12 &n.

1341 Le petit francais (ti€ng Phdp): tén ngwdi Phap ti hon; mignonne
(ti€ng Phap): dé throng.

1351 En garde (ti&ng Phap): phong thu di.
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