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LOI GIOI THIEU

cho bén tiéng Viét

@ch doan trong quyén Khiic chién ca cua Me HO
cua tac gia Amy Chua dang trén Tap chi Phd Wall ¢6 thé néi
khéng ngoa la da khoi mao cho mot cue thao luan séi noi
vé triét 1y gido duc con cai trén toan nudc My. Trong cudn
sach cua minh, Amy Chua d3 "tuong thuat” lai, c6 phan
bong lon va thim xung, vé hanh trinh day con nghiém khac
"ki€u Trung Hoa" cua ba d€ dan dén hai c6 con gai rat
thanh cong trong hoc hanh: ¢6 chj vira duge Harvard nhan,
va ca hai ¢6 con gai déu choi nhac cu ¢6 dién xuat sac.

C6 thé hiéu tai sao nguoi My lai bj "cham vao day thin
kinh" vi quyén sach nay. M4t mat, triét Iy gido duc con cai
cua ho nhin chung 1a trai nguge véi nhitng gi Amy Chua thé
hién trong sach. Ho luén d@ cao tinh ddc 14p cta tré em, d&€
cho tré em duge rit nhiéu ty do chon lya trong hoc hanh va
giai tri, xdy dung long ty trong va ca tinh nghi ngé quyén
th&. Mit khac, ngudi My phai d6i mét vi cic con s6 cy thé,
ring hoc sinh g&c A chifm trén 50% tai cic trudng trung
hoc s6 m{t nudc My nhu Lowell, Stuvyesant, Hunter
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KHUC CHIEN CA CUA ME HO

College, ring 44% ngudi My gdc A c6 bang dai hoc so voi
26% cua dan da trang.

K€ ciling kha 0ai odm 1a & Trung Qudc cac nha gido duc
da va dang tim cach thoat ly khoi 16i gido duc tir chuong,
nghiém ngit chit ché, tao ra mot thé hé nhiing con ong thg
rat tot luén phuc tung nhung thi€u han tinh sing tao. Trong
khi d6, ¢ My cac nha gido duc luén lo lang va tranh luin vé
su sa sut cua két qua thi cr ciia hoc sinh My so vdi tré em
cung tudi trén thé gidi. Ranh gi6i cin bang tinh té gitta hai
triét 1y gido duc trong thoi dai toan ciu hoéa cb 1é la mot
trong nhimg nguyén nhén chu dao cua cuge thao ludn s6i
ndi khéng hoi két nay.

Cac két qua nghién ctu tdm 1y tré em hién nay cting "xé"
Amy Chua lam d6i, nira dGng nua sai. Cac nghién citu tam
ly hoc déu khang dinh ring chi ¢6 lao dong miét mai thi
méi ¢6 thé€ thanh cong & mot cong viéc bat ky, choi dan
piano, vé, hay giai Toan. Sy nghiém khic cua Amy Chua v6i
hai con: khong TV va video games, khéng ngu & nha ban,
lu6n phai dugce di€ém A, 6 tiéng piano moéi ngay, v.v., da gop
phan dan dén thanh céng cta hai ¢6 bé. Va, ba Amy Chua
cling hoan toan ding rang néu khong lao dong cho dén khi
xudt sac thi sé khong thé phat trién dugc sy dam mé vgi
cong viéc. Ma mét khi ta da dam meé thi ta lai cang xuit sac.
Mait khéc, sy khac nghiét ca vé tam 1y 1an vt ly caa ba (nhu
viéc thoa ma va hanh xac cic con) c6 kha nang dan dén
nhimg hau qua khon ludng trong phat trién tam ly va tinh
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cach c4 nhan vé 1au dai. Cac em gai My géc A tir 15 dén 24
tudi cd ti 1€ ty van cao nhat trong cac nhém chung tc.

Mot loat s6 thong ké khac mé rong cude thao ludn theo
huéng méi. O My thi hoc sinh My géc A chiém gin 20% ti
€ sinh vién & cac truong Ivy-League (Harvard, Princeton,
Yale, Brown, Cornell, Columbia, Dartmouth, UPenn). D6 la
chua ké cac hoc sinh gdc A d3 phai thi diém SAT trung binh
cao hon cac nhéom khac 150 diém thi méi vao duge cac
truong nay. Thé nhung, mie du chi€ém 5% dan s6 My, ngudi
M§ gbc A chi chiém 0,3% cAc vién chitc & cac tap doan, it
hon 1% thanh vién cac ban bé & cac tip doan, va 2% hiéu
trudng cac dai hoc. Chi ¢6 9 CEOs gdc A trong danh sach
Fortune 500. Tham chi, & nhitg ché ma dan gdc A thong
linh vé lugng nhu & thung liing Silicon, cac con s6 cling mat
can ximg tuong ty. Mot phan ba cac ky su phan mém &
thung liing Silicon 14 g&c A, th& nhung ho chi chién 6%
thanh vién cac ban bé va 10% vién chie trong 25 cong ty
16n nhit thung liing. O vién site khoe quée gia M, 21,5%
cac nha khoa hoc 1a ngudi gée A, nhung chi cb 4,7% la cac
giam ddc.

Co6 1€, thanh c6ng nhat cua Amy Chua 1a quy€n sach cua
ba khoi mao cho mdi bac cha me ching ta ¢6 co hdi tranh
luén, tu duy, va hinh thanh mét triét Iy gido duc cho riéng
minh, chir khong phai do Khiic chién ca cua Me H6 1a mot
¢dm nang nudi day tré. Mot sd nghién citu trong nganh
Kinh t& hoc gin day da goi ¥ rang, gido duc cua cha me
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khong phai la chi s6 chinh do "thanh céng" ctia con cai.
"Moi truong” mdi la chi so chinh. Da s6 con cai cua cac
dong nghiép cua tdi (cac gido su trong mot dai hoc My) déu
hoc cac truong dinh, khong Ivy-League thi Stanford,
Berkeley. Mt dong nghiép ngudi Hoa thiam chi rat "phan”-
Amy Chua. Ong néi Amy Chua lam x&u hinh anh Hoa kigu
& M§. Con trai 6ng dugc nudi day theo kidu "Tay": cho
nhiéu chon lya va phéat trién cé tinh. Cau bé chén Cello thi
sang hoc Guitar, chan Toan thi sang hoc Khoa Hoc May
Tinh. Nam wira r6i ciu thi giai nghién ctu khoa hoc tré cua
hang Intel dugc vao top-40, va da duge vao Nha Tring bat
tay tong théng Obama. Ciu da dugc hai truong so 1 thé gigi
vé khoa hoc va cong nghé nhén: CalTech va MIT. D€ lam
d6i trong voi Me HGO, ta co thé goi 6ng la Ba Voi: hién lanh
va cung cdp mot nén tang vat chit vitng chai va moi truong
sinh hoat lanh manh cho con minh.

Tim mgt diém can bang hitu 1y trong gido dyc con cai sé
la m¢t hanh trinh rit ca nhan cia timg bac phy huynh.
Khtic chién ca cua Me H6 ggi ma& cho chiing ta nhiéu vin
dé thiét thyc can giai quyét trong hanh trinh nay. Quan
trong hon hét, c6 1€ chiing ta nén luu tAm rang "lam thé nao
d€ nuodi con thanh céng?" khong dong nghia véi "lam thé
nao d€ dudng duc méjt con hguffi hanh phc?"

Sai Gon, 7/6/2011
NGO QUANG HUNG
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@dy la cau chuyén vé mot nguoi me, hai 6 con
gdi, va hai chii ché. Cang la cau chuyén vé Nozart
va Nendelssohn, ve ditong cam va vi cam, va vé
cdch chiing t6i da mang né dén Carnegie Jlall
nhue thé nao.

N6 dueoe kij vong tré thanh cau chuyeén vé cdch
nhitng éng bé ba me Trung Quéc day dé con cai
tot hon cdc bac cha me phuong Tay thé nao.

J\/htmg thay vao do, né lai la xung dét cay
ddng gitta cdc nén vdn héa, hwong vi phit du cta
danh vong, va té6i da phdi nhun minh thé nao
trude mot dira tré mudi ba tudi.
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Phin 1

Loadi hé, biéu tuong séng cla stic manh va quyén
liee, thieong gdy ra ndi s hdi va niém kinh trong.
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NGUOI ME TRUNG QUOC

%t nhiéu ngudi ban khoan vé cach cac bac cha me
Trung Qudc nudi day con cai vdi nhitng khuén mau thanh
cong dién hinh. Ho tu hoi cac 6ng b6 ba me nay da lam gi
d€ san sinh hang loat nhitng ¢6 may giai toan va than dong
am nhac, diéu d6 sé nhu thé nao trong gia dinh, va ho ¢
thé lam dugc hay khong. R6i, d€ t6i ndi vai ho, bai vi t6i da
lam diéu d6. Day la vai viéc ma cac con gai t6i, Sophia va
Louisa khong bao gig duge phép lam:

¢ ngu dém & nha ban
* nghi hoc
¢ tham gia d6ng kich ¢ truong

¢ kéu ca vé viéc khong duge dong kich
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e xem ti vi hay choi dién tu

e lua chon cac hoat dong ngoai khoda

e ¢6 bt cr diém nao thdp hon diém A

¢ khong ding ddu trong tit ca cdc mon hoce trir thé duc
va kich

e choi bét ky nhac cu nao trir duong cam hay vi cim

e khong luyén dan.

To61 str dyng cum tir “nguci me Trung Qudc” mét cach
chung chung. T6i méi gdp mot chang trai da trang v6 cung
thanh dat ngudi Nam Dakota (ban tiung gap anh ta trén ti vi
roi ddy), va sau khi so sanh cac ddu hiéu, ching t6i da quyét
cho rang ngudi cha thuge giai cAp cdng nhan cua anh ta dat
khoat 1a mot “ngudi me Trung Qudc”. To6i biét vai bdc cha
me ngudi Han Qudc, An D9, Jamaica, Ai-len va Ghana ciing
c6 pham chit nhu vay. Nguge lai, t6i cling biét nhimg nguai
ni¢ ¢6 ngudn gée Trung Qude, phin 1on sinh ¢ mién Tay, lai
khoéng phai la “ngudi me Truhg Qudc”, do ho Ira chon hodc
bai nhimg nguyén nhan nao dé.

~ Toi cling sit dung cum “cha me phu‘ofng Tay” mot cach
chung chung. Cac 6ng bé ba me phuong Tay v0 cung da
dang. Tém lai, t6i sé liéu linh ma néi rang, nguoi phuong
Tay rat thiéu nhit quan trong viéc nudi day con cai khi so
vO1 ngudi Trung Qude. Vai bac cha me phuong Tay nghiém
khac, mgt s§ khac lai dé tinh. D6 1a cac cdp cha me cung
gidi tinh, nhimg d4dng phu méau ngudi Do Thai chinh gdc,
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cac bac sinh thanh don than, cac vi phu huynh ting la dan
hip-pi, nhitng ng bd ba me lam chu ngan hang dau tu, va
cac bac cha me trong quan d¢i. Khong mét ngudi lam cha
me nao trong cac ding phu mau “phuong Tay” déng y hoan
toan khi t6i st dung cum tir “cha me phuong Tay”, tat nhién
la t6i khong dinh dé cip t4i tdt ca cic ong bd ba me ngudi
phuong Tdy — ma chi giéng nhu cum tr “ngudi me Trung
Quéc”, khong co6 nghia la ndi téi tat ca nhitng ba me ngusi
Trung Qudc.

Du sao ching nita, tham chi ngay ca khi cac bac phu
huynh phuong Tay cho rang minh dang to ra nghiém khac,
ho cling thudng khéng gidong véi nhimg ngudi me Trung
Qudc. Vi du nhu ban bé phuong Tay cua téi xem viéc
nghiém khac v6i con cai trong viéc luyén dan la choi
khoang 30 phat mdi ngay. T6i da 1a mét gio. Con véi mét
ngudi me Trung Quéc thi gic dau tién that dé dang. Gio th
hai va thir ba méi khé khin kia.

Bat chdp sy ciing nhac cia nhitng khuén mau vé van
hoéa, c¢6 hang ha v6 s6 nghién cltu chi ra nhimg khac biét 1o
rang va dong d€m dugc gitta ngudi Trung Qudc va ngudi
phuong Tay trong nudi day con cai. Trong mét nghién ctu
trén 50 ba me ngudi Tay My va 48 ba me ngudi Trung Quéc
nhip cu, gan 70% cac ba me phuong Tay cho ring “ép bugc
phai thanh céng ¢ truong hoc khong tot cho tré” hodc “cac
ong bd ba me ¢in ung hd quan di€m hoc tap la d€ vui choi”.
Nguge lai, hdu nhu chang ¢6 ngudi me Trung Qudc nao
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nghi nhu thé. Thay vao d6, phan 1én cic ba me Trung Qudc
tin rang con cai minh co6 thé trg thanh sinh vién “xuat séc
nhét”, rang “thanh tich hoc tap phan anh viéc nuéi day
thanh cdng”, va rang néu con cai khong gioi giang ¢ trudng
thi han da c¢6 “van dé” gi 6 va cac 6ng b6 ba me “da khong
lam tron phén sy cia minh”. Nhitng nghién citu khac ciing
cho thay khi so sanh véi cac bac cha me phuong Tay trong
viéc danh thoi gian rén luyén cac bai tap ¢ trudng cung con
cal moéi ngay, thi cac 6ng b6 ba me Trung Qudc danh thai
gian gip 10 [an. Ngugc lai, tré em phuong Tay rat c6 thé sé
tham gia nhiéu vao cac d¢i thé thao hon.

Diéu nay da dua toi dén mot két luan. Mot vai ngudi co
thé nghi rang ki€u mau ba me thé thao ngusi My ciing
tuong ty nhu ngudi me Trung Qudc. Diéu nay sai hoan
toan. Khong giong nhu ki€u Ba me Bong da sit sao dién
hinh cua phuong Tay, ngudi me Trung Qudc tin rang (1)
bai tdp luén phai duge lam dau tién; (2) A trur 1a mot di€ém
s0 té hai; (3) con cai phai vugt xa hai ndm vé moén toan so
véi ban bé cung™dp; (4) khong bao gig than phién vé con
céi gitta chén d0ng nguoi; (5) néu con cai cai lai thay co
hodc huin luyén vién thi b6 me sé ding vé phia thdy co
hodc huin luyén vién d6; (6) hoat dong thé thao duy nhat
con céi dugce phép tham gia 1a khi cudi cung ching ¢6 thé
gianh chién thang v&i huy chuong; va (7) d6 phai la huy
chuong vang.

17—
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SOPHIA

Sophia

éophia l1a con gai dau cua t6i. Jed, chong toi la
ngudi Do Thai, con t6i 1a ngudi Trung Quéce, ching t6i
tao ra nhitng da tré My pha Do Thai lai Trung Qudc,
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mot t6 hgp dén toc nghe cb vé ky la nhung trén thyuc t€
lai duge hinh thanh kha nhiéu ¢ mét vai nhém ngudoi
nhit dinh, dic biét 1a trong cac khu dan cu cua trudng
dai hoc.

Si Hua la tén Trung Qudéc cua Sophia, mang ¥ nghia
“thong tué”, 6 la tén ba ngoai dit cho chau. K& tur khi
Sophia chao d¢i, n6 da thé€ hién tinh ly tri va kha ndng
tap trung dic biét. Sophia mang nhitng phim chit ctia bé
chau. Khi con bé, Sophia da nhanh chéng ngu dén tron
dém, va chi khoc khi can gi ¢6. Thai gian d6, t6i vat 1on
vGi viée viét cac bai bdo vé luat — toi da roi khoi mot
hang luat ¢ Phd Wall ma t6i sé€ khong bao gi¢ quay lai
nita, va liéu mang gianh lay c6ng viéc giang day — va
Sophia méi hai thang tuéi da hi€u diéu nay. Ling 1€ va
tram tu, n6 hdau nhu chi ngu, an, va nhin t6i viét lach cho
dén khi dugc mot tudi.

Sophia phat trién sém vé nhan thic, mudi tam thang
tudi n6 da thudc bang chit cai. Bac sy nhi khoa cua ching
t6i phu nhin kha nang cta hé¢ than kinh, khang khéng cho
rang Sophia chi thu¢c vet thdi. D€ chimg minh ludn diém
nay, 6ng 16i ra m¢t biéu d6 phic tap to tudng, véi cac chir
cai dugce nguy trang dudi hinh cac con vat nhu ran va ky
lan. Vi bac s nhin tdm biéu d6, roi li€c Sophia, roi lai quay
lai tAm bi€u d6. Ranh manh, ong ta chi vao m¢gt con coc

mdc chiéc vay dai dau d¢i ma bé-ré.
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Sophia hét 1én, “Q”.

Vi bac sy lau bau. R6i 6ng noéi véi toi, “Khong duge
mach nuge.”

To6i duge clru nguy khi ching t6i chi dén chit cai cudi
cung: mgt con ran nhiéu dau véi vo s6 cai luGi do lom the
ra xung quanh, Sophia da nhén ra ding chir “1”. '

Sophia xuit siac ¢ 16p mau giao, dic biét ¢ mén Toan.
Trong khi nhilg dira tré khac hoc d€m tir 1 dén 10 theo
ki€u sang tao cua nguoi My — vOi nhiing can cau, giot
suong va hinh nén - thi t6i day Sophia bén phép cfng, trtr,
nhin, chia, va phan s6 cing s6 thip phan theo cach hoc vet
cia ngudi Trung Qudc. Phian khé khan chinh 1a viéc dua ra
cdu tra o1 dang tir cach sir dung cac hinh anh cin cau, giot

suong, va hinh nén ay.

Thoa thuin ma tdi va Jed da dwa ra khi két hon la con
cai sinh ra sé noi tiéng quan thoai va dugc day ca tiéng
Do Thai (t6i con cho ca Dao Thién chiia vao, nhung qua
la qua dé dang tir bo thit Dao Thién chta vira m&i bén ré
trong gia dinh t6i, tuy nhién vdn dé nay s€ ban dén sau).
Khi héi tudng lai, day thyc la mot thoa thuan gay cudi,
bdi vi chinh téi khong hé néi ti€ng quan thoai — ngon
ngit dia phuong cua t6i 1a tiéng Phic Kién kia ma — va
Jed ciling chang hé sung dao chut nao. Nhung du sao
chang nira, thoa thuan d6 van dugc thuc hién. T6i thué

—20-



SOPHIA

mot ngudi git tré ndi tiéng Quan Thoai trong Sophia, va
ching t6i da ky ni€ém 1é Hanukkah' [in d4u tién ciia minh
khi Sophia dugce hai thang tudi.

Khi Sophia 16n hon, ¢6 vé nhu n6é da chon loc duge
nhitng diéu t6t dep nhit cua ca hai nén vin héa. N6 tim toi
va ddt cau hoi, phdm chit tir nira Do Thai. Va tir t6i, nua
Trung Qudc, nd c6 cac kyj niang — rit nhiéu ky nang. To6i
khéng c6 ¥ néi dén nhitng ky nang bam sinh hay nhitng ky
nang tuong ty nhu thé ma la nhimg ky nang vé hoc tap
siéng nang, co6 ky luat, cach phat trién van dé chac chan cta
ngudi Trung Quéc. Khi Sophia Ién ba, né da doc Sartre?,
thyc hanh cac Iy thuyét don gian, va c¢6 thé viét mot tram
cht Trung Quéc. (Jed giai thich: Sophia d3a nhéan ra tuo
“C4m vao”, cb thé vé hai vong tron chong khit 1én nhau, va
¢6 thé ciling doc dugce cht Trung Quéc nhu vay). Khi quan
sat nhitng 6ng bd ba me My ca nggi hét 13i con cai minh khi
ching lam dugc nhitng bai tap dé dang nhit — vé dugc

! Hanukkah: La lé hoi truyén thdng cta ngudi Do Thai, bat dau vao ngay
thr 25 cua thang Kislev, thudng roi vao khoang tir giita thang 11 dén cudi
thang 12. L& hoi ndy con dugc goi la Lé hoi Anh sang, danh dau ngay
ngudi Do Thai gianh lai dugce Jesusalem va Ngoi dén thiéng tir vuong
qudc Seleukos nim 168 trude CN. L2 hbi Anh sang dugc t5 chitc cing voi
1é dGt nén truyén thong, tim ciy nén duge cim trén ciing mot chiée ban,
moéi ngay ngudi ta d6t chay mot ciy nén, va 1é hoi két thic khi cay nén
tht tam duge dét hét. (ND)

2 Jean Paul Sartre (1905 — 1980): Nha vidn, nha triét hoc hién sinh ngudi
Phap, dugc trao giai Nobel Vin chwong nim 1964 nhung tir chdi nhan
giai. Ong la mét trong nhimg nha triét hoc hing dau ciia Phap thé ky XX.
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nhitng nét chit nguéch ngoac hay nhitng con song citng do
nhu que cui — t6i nhan ra rang cic dang phy mau Trung
Qudc c6 hai diéu vugt qua nhitng 6ng bd ba me phuong
Tay: (1) dat ky vong cao hon & con céi minh, va (2) danh gia
con céi cao hon theo chiéu huéng hi€u ching c6 thé lam
dugc dén dau.

Di nhién, t6i cling mudn Sophia thira hudng dugc nhitng
mat t6t dep nhat caa xa hoi My. Toi khéng mudn nod két cuc
lai gidng nhur mét trong s6 nhitmg “ngudi may” chau A la ky,
lubn cam thay ap lyc qua nhidu tir phia b6 me dén mitc phai
twr sat khi vé nhi trong ky thi cia co quan dan sy quéc gia.
T61 mudn nd phéat trién day du, c6 cac s& thich ciing nhw
nhimg hoat dfng riéng. Khong thé la cac hoat déng, nhu
ki€u “hoa tay tai khéo”, c6 thé dan dau ¢ dau d6 — tham chi
té hon, choi trong chiang han d€ r6i dan dat nhimg ke
nghién ngdp — t6t hon d6 nén la mét s¢ thich day y nghia
du phai kh6 khan chit chdng, doi hoi kha niang hiéu biét
sdu sic va trinh d6 didu luyén.

Va chinh khi 46 duong cam xuét hién.

Nam 1996, khi Sophia 1én ba, né c¢6 hai mén d6 mdi, bai
hoc duong cam dau tién, va c¢6 em gai nho.
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LOUISA

Louisa

Z frong mot bai hat nhac dong qué ¢6 mét ciu thé
nay, “Nang la mét sinh linh hoang da véi guong mat thién
than”. D6 1a sy miéu ta chinh xac vé ¢6 con gai 0t cua toi,

Lulu. Khi nghi vé nd, to1 van lién tuong dén viéc ¢6 gang
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thuan h6éa mét con ngua hoang. Tham chi ngay khi con
trong bung me, Lulu dap nhiéu va thuong ddm da tan loan
vao vung da day cua t6i. Tén that cua né la Louisa, nghia la
“chién binh ndi ti€ng”. Téi khong nhé ré ching t6i da quyét
dinh chon tén nhu vdy cho n6 nhanh chéng dén thé nao.

Tén Trung Qudc cua Lulu la Si Shan, nghia 1a “san hé”,
va con ham ¥ 1a sy tinh t&€ Diéu nay cling ding véi Lulu.
Ngay tir khi chao d&i, Lulu da v6 cung sanh dn. N6 khong
thich thic an cho tré em, va da phan tng d ddi voi mén
stra ddu nanh duge chon theo dé xudt ctia bac sy nhi khoa
mdc di d6i ngdu. Nhung khong gidng nhu Mahatma
Gandhi, ngudi vi tha va trim tu méc tudng khi tuyét thue,
Lulu dau bung quan quai, la hét va cao ciu dir déi hang gic
moi dém. Toi va Jed chi danh nuat chat 16 tai va vo dau bt
toc cho t6¢i khi may mén thay, c6 trong tré Grace ngudi
Trung Qudc cling dé€n d€ giai cu. C6 da stra soan mon tao
phé om cung thit bao ngu rugi nuée st ndm, kém thém
v6i la ngo ma Lulu kha 13 thich tha da chén sach.

That 1a khé khin khi tim cdu chir d€ ta méi quan hé giira
t61 va Lulu. Néu goi la “Mét cude chién tranh hat nhan khéc
liét” cing khong phan anh dugce chinh xac hoan toan diéu
nay. Tré tréu thay, ching t6i giong hét nhau: né thua
hudng tinh néng nay, miéng lugi doc dja, va tinh mau quén
cua tol.

To6i chang tin tor vi — ma t6i con thudng nghi nhimg
ngudi di xem tu vi la v& van dy chir — nhung vé mat tinh
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cach thi cung hoang dao trong la s6 tr vi theo quan niém
cia ngudi Trung Qudc miéu ta Sophia va Lulu hoan toan
chinh xac. Sophia tudi Thin, va nhitng ngudi tudi nay ham
hiéu biét, tri tug, va “thuong hoan thanh duge bat ky nhiém
vu nao. Ho danh gia cao nhirng cong viéc kho khian va day
thtr thach khi ching khoi didy duge sy hao hing cua ho”.
Nguge lai, nhitng ngudi tudi Hei thudng “ngang nganh”,
“buéng binh”, va cling thudng “dé néi noéng”, nhung “ho
chiang bao gi¢ nghi x4u vé ai”, vé co ban ho la ngudi chan
thanh va tot bung. P6 dich x4c la Lulu.

T61 tudi HO. Toi cling ching mudn khoe khoang gi dau,
nhung nhimg ngudi tudi nay thudng gioi giang, can dam,
manh mé, ¢6 uy, va quyén ri. Ho ciing thuong duge tin
rang s€ gap may man. Beethoven va Ton Trung Son déu
tudi HO ca.

Lan dau tién toi @61 mat voi Lulu khi né tim ba tudi.
D6 14 mdt chiéu mua déng lanh cong & New Haven,
Connecticut, mgt trong nhitmg ngay lanh nhit trong nam.
Jed di lam - chong t6i giang day tai Pai hoc Luit Yale —
con Sophia thi di mau gido. T6i cho ring day la thdi gian
ly tuong d€ Lulu 1am quen v&i duong cam. Non néng vai
viéc luyén tdp cung nhau — v&i mai téc xodn xodn mau
nau, d6i mat tron xoe va guong mat nhu con bap bé bang
s, Lulu tréng v6 cung xinh xan — t6i dit con lén chiéc
gh€ trudc cay dan, c6 ké nhitng chiée gdi cho vira tim tay
~ vbi. Roi t6i bat dau giang giai cho con cach choi dan vai
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mét phim dan cing mét ngoén tay, rit tir ton dén ba Ian,
sau d6 t6i bao né lam lai. Nhung Lulu tir chdi yéu cau
don gian cua tdi, thay vao d6 né g6 manh vao nhiéu phim
dan cung lac v&i hai ban tay xde rong. Khi tdi bao no
dimg lai, né cang dap manh va nhanh hon. Téi ¢6 ging
161 Lulu ra khoi cay dan thi né bat dau la hét, gdo khéc va
ddm da tit tung.

Mudi lam phit sau né van con gao thét, khoc léc, ving
vay, va t6i khong chiu dyng thém dugc nita. Vira tranh don,
t6i vira 16i con bé tai quai vin dang la hét ra phia sau, va mg
toang canh cira.

Gi6 lanh nhu cat, nhiét d§ ngoai tréi khoang am 6 49, va
mdt t6i dau buét chi sau vai gidy chuong ra trude khong khi
bang gia. Nhung t6i quyét day con thanh mét dita tré ngoan
ngoan kiéu Trung Qudc — ¢ phuong Tay, ngoan ngoan la do6i
XU tot vdi 1l cho va hoa hgp véi ban bé dong trang lia,
nhung v6i van héa Trung Quéc, né con phai xem xét dén
nhimg phim chit dao dire t6i vu nita kia — néu no giét chét
t6i thi sao. T6i nghiém khac bao: “Con khéng thé ¢ trong nha
néu khéng nghe 1di me. Gid con c¢b vang 1oi khong hay la
muén ra ngoai?”

Lulu buée ra phia ngoai. N6 nhin t6i day thach thie.

M4t néi s¢ hai 4m i chay doc song lung téi. Lulu chi méc
moi cai ao len dai tay, vay xoe va quin tat. N6 da ngung
khaoc. Thye t€1a no dang dimg lang phac mét cach la ky.
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T61 v6i noi, “T6t roi — con da quyét dinh cu xir 1é d4. Gio
con c6 thé vao nha.”

Lulu lac dau.

“Dimg ngdc nghéch thé Lulu. Trdi dang lanh cong day.
Con sé 6m mat. Di vao ngay.”

Réang Lulu va vao nhau 1ap cdp, nhung né van lac dau.
Va r6i sau d6 t6i da tdn méat chung kién sy uong nganh
buéng binh ctia Lulu. T6i 43 danh gid Lulu qué thdp, da
khong hiéu né chit nao. N6 tha chét cong con hon la
nhugng bé.

T6i da ngay lap titc thay d6i chién thuit. T6i khong thé
chién thing ki€u nay. Thém vao 6, t6i con cb6 nguy co bi
Hiép hoi chdm s6c tré em bat gilr nita cling nén. Dau 6c toi
nhanh chéng tinh toén, t6i dao nguge tinh thé, gi¢ day téi
van nai, chiéu chugng va vé vé Lulu d€ n6 quay tra lai. Khi
Jed va Sophia vé nha, h¢ thdy Lulu dang ngdm minh trong
bén nude néng, nhing banh s6 ¢6 la hanh nhan vao tach s6
¢6 la néng kém vai keo déo.

Nhung Lulu cling da danh gia t6i qué thdp. T6i chi thay
do1 vii khi thoi. Thé tran da duge vach ra, ma né con chua
ngo tai kia.
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@ mang ho Chua — doc la Sai theo ti€éng me dé -
va t0i thich diéu d6. Gia dinh t6i ¢ tinh Phic Kién — Trung
Qudc, néi tiéng la noi san sinh ra cic hoc gia va nha khoa
hoc. M{t trong nhitng td tién tryuc hé thudc gia dinh bd toi
12 Chua Wu Neng (Sai Ngb Ning), m¢t nha chiém tinh cua
Hoang d€ Van Lichs3 triéu Minh, déng thdi con la triét gia va
nha tho. V&i nhitng hiéu biét rong rai cia minh, ndm 1644
Wu Neng duge Hoang d€ b6 1am Binh b$ Thugng thu, khi
Trung Quéc d6i mat véi sy xam luge cua quan Man chau.
Vit gia bao dang gia nhit cua gia dinh téi — va ciing la vat

gia bao duy nhit con lai — chinh 1a nhimg ban chép tay cua

3 Van Lich Hoang d& tén 1a Chu Dyc Quan thudc triéu Minh, git ngéi vi
hoang @€ tir nim 1573 — 1620 (ND).
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Wu Neng day téi 2.000 trang ludn vé Kinh Dich, mét trong
nhitng vin ty ¢6 nhit cua Trung Qudc. Gig day, mot ban
sao boc da tac phdm cua 6ng ¢6 Wu Neng vdi chit “Chua”
dap ndéi ¢ bia duge dit trang trong trén ban nudc phong
khach nha ching to6i. '

T4 tién cua t6i 1a ngudi goc Phic Kién, nhung vao nhitng
thoi diém khac nhau trong khoang nim 1920 va 1930, ho
vugt bién sang Philippines, noi duge don dai 1a dé xoay x¢
hon nhigu. Ong ngoai ti 14 mot nha gido nhan hau va mé
pham, nhung sau nay da tr¢ thanh m$t nha buén gao dé
gitp d& gia dinh. Ong khéong phai 1a ngudi md dao va gioi
giang dac biét gi trong viéc kinh doanh. Con ba ngoai t6i lai
la ngudi ¢6 nhan sic va vo cing mo dao. Bit chap nhitng 1oi
ran day cua Quan am B9 tat rang vat chit l1a phu du, ba van
thudng cau khén cho chong minh lam an phat dat.

Ong néi t61, mot nha budn ca dong hop dén hauy, cling
ching hé m¢ dao va gidi giang trong viéc kinh doanh.
Con ba ngi t6i, mét phy nit nghiém khac, d3 phéat tai sau
Thé€ chién II bing viéc kinh doanh nhya, sau d6 dau tu
toan b 1ai lai vao vang thoi va kim cuong. Sau khi trg
nén giau c6 — dam bao mét tai khoan d& san xuit cac vo
binh cho hiang Johnson & Johnson la chu yéu - ba da
chuyén thanh mét xudng may 16n trong s6 nhitng xudng
may uy tin nhét ¢ vung lan cdn Manila. Ba va bac t6i bat
ddu mua thuy tinh Tiffany, Mary Cassats, Braques, va cac
cdn hd cao cdp ¢ Honolulu. Hai ngudi cai sang dao Tin
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lanh, b4t dau st dyng nia va thia thay vi ding dda, va
dan trd nén c6 vé My hon.

Sinh ndm 1936 tai Trung Qudc, ndm 1én 2 tudi, me toi
chuyén dén Philippines cing gia dinh. Trong thdi gian
chi€m dong ctta Nhit Ban ¢ Philippines, ba da mat di nguoi
em trai, va t6i khong bao gid quén nhitng 161 k€ cua ba vé
viéc linh Nhat da bat ciu t6i phai ha miéng va phun nugc
thang vao hong, réi pha 1én cugi khi ciu t6i nd tung nhu
mét qua bong day hoi. Khi tudng Douglas MacArthur giai:
phéng Philippines nim 1945, me t6i nhé la da chay theo
nhitng chiéc xe jeep cua ngudi My, ¢d vii nhiét liét, linh My
da ném cho ho vo s6 thit hgp. Sau chién tranh, me t6i phuc
vu ¢ mdot truong dong, ba da cai sang dao Thién chia tai
day. Sau nay, me t6i 1a ngudi dau tién trong 16p t6t nghiép
dai hoc Santo Tomas, dugc trao bang danh dy vé chuyén
nganh ky su hoa hoc. B t6i 1a m¢t trong nhitng ngudi thiét
tha dugc nhap cu vao nudc My. Gidi toan, say mé thién van
va triét hoc, b3 t6i ghét thé gi¢i nhoc nhan va day bat trac
cua gia dinh véi viéc kinh doanh nhya, va phan d6i bat ky
k& hoach nao cua gia dinh danh cho 6ng. Mic di chi 1a mét
dira tré, nhung ong khao khat duge tdi nude My, va gide mo
da thanh sy that khi Vién Cong nghé Massachusetts chap
nhén don xin hoc cia 6ng. B6 t6i cAu hén me t6i ndm 1960,
va cling trong nam d6, bd me t6i chuyén dén Boston ma
chang quen biét bat ky ai & thanh phé nay. Chi sinh séng
bang mén tién hoc bdng com, ho khong ¢6 d6 dé sudi am
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trong hai mua déng dau tién, va phai quin chan quanh
ngudi cho do lanh. Chua ddy hai ndm bd t6i da 1dy duge
bing Ph.D va lam tr¢ giang tai dai hoc Purdue ¢ Tay
Lafayette, Indiana. Lén 1én ¢ viing Trung Tay (Midwest),
cung vdi ba ¢6 em géi, t6i luén nhén thite duge ring chiing
t6i khac biét vai bat ky ai. That 1a hé then, ching t6i phai
mang cap I6ng d6 an Trung Qudc t&i trudng; sao ma tdi ude
minh c¢6 duge mét chiée banh sandwich kep xte xich giong
v ban bé dén thé! Chung t6i phai néi tiéng Trung ¢ nha —
va s€ bj phat m¢t don dau di€ng bang roi khi ching may 1o
miéng noéi ra bat ¢t 1 tiéng Anh nao. Ching t6i luyén toan
va dan méi chiéu, va ching bao gid duge phép ngu qua dém
¢ nha bé ban. Mai t6i khi bg téi di lam vé, ti phai cai giay
va tat cho 6ng, sau d6 mang t&i cho 6ng d6i dép 1é. Bang
diém cua ching toi phai hoan hao; trong khi dam ban bé
dugc thudng khi dat di€ém B thi ching t6i khong duge phép
c6 diém A trir. Nam lop 8, toi gianh duge vi tri thir hai trong
cudc thi lich sir va mang vé nha phan thuéng danh dy. Con
mot ban khac da gianh dugce giai thudng Kiwanis cho sinh
vién xuit sic toan dién, Sau chuyén d6, b bao t6i: “Dimg
bao gid ha nhyc bd ki€u nay lan nita.” Khi ban be nghe
dugce nhitng chuyén d6, ho thudng hinh dung t6i ¢6 mot
“thoi tho 8u gian kho”. Nhung thye t€ hoan toan khéng
phai vay; t6i cd duge sitc manh va sy ty tin tir gia dinh dac
biét cua minh. Ching t6i khdi dau nhu nhitng ké ngoai ria
ciung nhau, va cung nhau kham pha vé nuéc My, din tro
thanh nhimg nguoi My. Toi nhé 1a bg t6i thuong lam viée
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toi tan 3 gio sang, diéu nay khién 6ng tham chi con ching
nhan ra rang ching t6i da vao trong phong lic nao. Nhung
t6i cling nhé 6ng da hirng khai the nao khi giéi thiéu cho
ching t6i mén banh thijt chién gion, st thit bAm Sloppy
Joe, hay d6 &n cua Dairy Queen, va tat ca nhitng gi an dugc,
ma chang nhac téi trugt bang, trugt tuyét, choi tro
crabbing hay cam trai. T6i nhé mét ban trai ¢ trudng tidu
hoc da nhin t6i bang nura con mét, cudi ngit nghéo khi nhai
cach phat am tir “restaurant” cua toi (t61 doc 1a “rest-OW-
rant”) — lac @6 t6i da thé sé ri bo hét chit Trung Quéc co
citu trong minh. Nhung t6i cling nhé viéc tham gia vao d6i
¢6 vii va nhitng chiéc vong lac eo; trugt pa-tanh va cac thu
vién cong céng; nhd dén chién thang trong cude thi viét ti€u
ludn vé Cach mang My; va dén mot ngay thiat long trong
day ty hao, b6 me t6i duge nhap tich.

Nim 1971, b t6i chdp nhan dé nghi tir truong dai hoc
California & Berkeley, va ching t6i khan géi di chuyén vé
mién Tay. B6 t6i nudi toc dai va mic do vét-tdbng véi nhimg
ddu hiéu hoa binh. Sau 4, 6ng quan tdm dén viéc suu tap
rugu va xay mot ham rugu téi hang trdm chai. Khi éng trg
nén noi ti€ng trén thé gici vi cong trinh ly thuyét hon don,
ching t6i bat dau di vong quanh thé gidi. Téi da tral qua
nhiing ndm hoc phd thong trung hoc & London, Munich, va
Lausaunne, va bo tdi da dan chung t6i di khap vong Béc cyc.

Nhung, b téi cling 1a mét ngudi dan 6ng Trung Quoc
gia trugng dién hinh. Khi tdéi chuin bi vao dai hoc, bd
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tuyén bd rang toéi phai song & nha va ndp don hoc &
Berkeley (noi t6i chac chan sé duge chip nhén). Diéu d6
doéng nghia vi viée sé khong ¢6 co hoi dén cac khu noi
tra, qua la lya chon dau khd cho t6i. Khong nghe 161 bd,
cling giong nhu 6ng da phan déi gia dinh minh, téi gia
mao chit ky ctia bé va bi mat n¢p don vao mét truong dai
hoc ndi tié€ng ¢ phia Dong. Khi tdi noi véi bo tdi viée minh
lam - va rdng Harvard da chdp nhén t6i — 6ng da khién
t0i rat ngac nhién. Ong mau chéng chuyén tir trang thai
gian dit sang ty hao thyc sy. Ong ciing bjc 16 nieém ty hao
khong gidu giém khi t6i t6t nghiép dai hoc luat Harvard
sau d6, cing nhu khi Michelle, em gai t6i t6t nghiép
trudng Yale va Dai hoc Lujt Yale. Ong da ty hdo nhit (c6
1€ pha chit buén dau) khi Katrin, ¢6 em thit ba r&i nha toi
Harvard, va cudi cung da 1ay dugce bang M.D/Ph.D ¢ dé.

Nuge My lam con ngudi ta thay doi. Khi toi méi 1én bon,
bé tung ndi véi toi rang, “Néu mudn 1ay chéng khong phai
ngudi Trung Qude, con phai bue qua xac bd”. Nhung cudi
cung toi da ldy Jed, va gio thi chong t6i va b6 trg thanh
nhimg nguoi ban tét nhat cia nhau. Khi t6i con nho, b6 me
t61 khong may dong cam véi nhitng ngudi tan tit. O nhidu
nudc chau A, nhitng ngudi tan tat bj coi 1a diéu dang hé
then, vi vay khi em Gt Cynthia cua t6i ra doi bi mac ching
Down, ban dau me t6i da khoc sudt. Nhiéu ho hang to ra
thong cam da d¢ng vién ching t6i guii Cindy t6i trai tré tu
thién ¢ Philippines. Nhung me t6i da gap g& nhitng gido
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vién day tré khuyét tat va ti€p xic v6i nhitng gia dinh co
con cai bj tan tat khac. Va réi, rat nhanh chéng ba da kién
nhan bé ra hang gi¢ cung choi véi Cindy hay day n6 vé. Khi
Cindy chuin bi vao ti€u hoc, me¢ day em tap doc va cung
luyén bang ctru chuong. Gid thi Cindy da s hiru hai huy
chuong vang qudc t&€ vé boi 19 tai Thé vén ho¢i danh cho
ngudi khuyét tat. Toi co chat héi tiéc 1a minh da khoéng lap
gia dinh v4i mt ngudi Trung Qudc va lo 1ang vé viéc dudng
nhu minh dang bo phi mét bén nghin nam van héa. Nhung
vé co ban t6t thdy ham on siu sc véi sy ty do va co hoi
sang tao ma nuée My da danh cho t6i. Cac con gai cua t6i
khong c¢6 xtic cam giéng nhitng ngudi ngoai nuée My nhu
vdy. Con toi thi thi thoang van thiy thé. Nhung dai véi toi,
diéu d6 giong mét trach nhig¢m hon la mét quyén lgi.
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Béc phu mdu can ddm cla t6i va t6i mdi chao doi,
hai nam ké& tur khi ho t&i nudc My.

%t trong nhitng ndéi s¢ hai nhdt cua téi la sy sa

sut cua gia dinh. Ngudi Trung Qudc xua c¢6 cau “khong ai
giau ba ho”. T6i ca rang néu ai d6 day dan kinh nghiém
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dé thuc hién mét cudc khao sat theo chiéu doc vé doi
s6ng qua cac thé hé, ho sé thiy ndi 1én mét khuén mau
dién hinh gilta nhitng ngudi Trung Qudc nhap cu it nhat
hon ndm muoi ndm, may méan téi duge nudec My vi 1a
sinh vién t6t nghiép hodc thg lanh nghé. Khuén mau sé
¢6 dang giong nhu thé nay:

e Mot thé hé nhap cu (nhu cha me t61) la nhimg ngudi
lam viéc cat luc. Nhiéu nguoi khai dau tai nude My
khong mét xu dinh tdi, nhung da lam viéc khong
ngung nghi cho t4i khi thanh dat, tr¢ thanh nhimg ky
su, nha khoa hoc, bac sy, nha nghién citu, hodc
thuong nhan. Nhu cha me t6i, ho sé cuc ky nghiém
khic va tiét kiém dén dién ro (“Khéng dugce dé thire
dn thira di! Tai sao lai diing ldm nwée rira bat thé?
Khéng cdn phai dén hiéu cdt téc lam gi — chiing ta
c6 thé tur cdt d,ep hon.”) Ho sé dau tu vao bat dong
san. Ho chang nhau nhet may khi. T4t ca nhimng gi ho
¢6 dugce do lam lung vat va déu don hét cho viée hoc

hanh va tuong lai cia con cai.

o Thé hé thit hai (nhu t6i), thé hé dau tién duge sinh ra
trén dit My, vé co ban sé€ c6 tinh myc dich cao. Ho
thudng choi duong cam va/hodc vi cam. Ho sé theo
hoc cie truong dai hoc néi tiéng khu vire mién béng
hozc cac truong dai hoc hang dau nuge My. Ho ¢6 xu
huéng theo dudi nhimg nghé nghiép nhu: luat su, bac
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sy, chi ngan hang, phat thanh vién truyén hinh va cb
thu nhap cao hon b6 me¢ minh, nhung phan lén la vi
ho khai ddu voi nhiéu cua na von liéng hon va vi bg
me da ddu tu vao ho rit nhiéu. Ho cling khéng tan
tién nhu bé me minh nita. Ho s€ huéng thy nhiéu
hon. Néu la phy nit, ho thudng két hon véi nguci da
trdng. Va du la nam giéi hay phu nt, ho ciing khong
qua nghiém khac v&i con cai nhu bé me da lam voi
ho truée day.

Thé€ hé tié€p theo (Sophia va Lulu) 1a mgt the hé ma
t6i thao thitc hing dém lo ling cho ching. Boi nho
lao ddng cat lyc cua thé hé 6ng ba va cha me ching,
thé€ hé nay sinh ra da dugc huong day du tién nghi
cua tang 16p cao hon bic trung luu. Tham chi ngay
khi con bé ti, chiing da s& hitu nhiéu sach bia ciing
roi (theo quan di€m cia nhitng bac cha me nhép cu
~ thi sich bia cimg 14 mdt mén xa xi kinh ngudi).
Chang c¢6 nhitng nhém ban be giau ¢6 — nhimg dta
thuong méi dat diem B+ d3 duge thuong. Chung
khong hodce ¢6 th€ vao duge nhitng truong hoc tu,
nhung du thé€ nao thi ching van yéu sach d€ co
nhiimg bo quan 4o hang higu dat tién. Diéu cudi cing
va dang ban cai nhit 1a ching cam thiy minh ¢6
quyén dugc Hién phiap My bao vé, vi vy ching rat ¢6
kha nang khong nghe 161 b me va bo qua nhitng
dinh huéng vé nghe nghiép. Noi mét cach ngan gon
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thi tdt ca cac yéu t6 dy déu chi ra mft cach ro rang
rang th& hé nay dang huéng thing tdi sy suy tan.

Thé ddy, chang phai thap thom gi nita. T\t khoanh khéc
Sophia chao d6i va t6i, nhin ngam vé xinh xin va khuén
madt sang lang cua con, da quyét la khong dé diéu do xay ra
vOi Sophia, sé khong gido duc con thanh mét da tré yéu
dudi va ty do — khong dé€ gia dinh t6i tudt dée duge.

D6 1a mot trong nhitng ly do tai sao t6i budc Sophia va
Lulu choi nhac ¢6 dién. T6i biét rang minh khong thé khién
chiing ¢6 cam giac nhu nhimg dira tré nhap cu khén kho.
Diéu nay khong th€ duge khi thye t€1a chiing t6i sdng trong
mét cin nha cli nhung rfng rai, s¢ hiru dén hai chiéc xe con
tot, va ¢ trong nhitng khach san tuom tat mai khi di nghi.
Nhung t6i ¢6 thé chac chan ring Sophia va Lulu siu sac va
hiéu biét hon cha me téi va chinh ban than t6i khi ¢ tim
tudi d6. Nhac c¢8 dién la d3i cyc cua suy tan; déi cyc cua
ludi biéng, tho 16, va hu hong. D6 chinh 1a con dudng khién
cho con céi t6i gianh dugce nhitng gi t61 da khong c6 duge.
Nhung 46 cling la sy néi ti€p truyén théng van héa cua t6
tién dong toc nha toi.

Chién dich chdng suy vong cua tdi cling ¢6 nhitng yéu td
cfu thanh khac. Giong nhu cha me minh, t6i bat Sophia va
Lulu phai thanh thao ti€ng Trung Quéc va chi duge phép
dat di€ém A. Tdi ddn cac con, “Khi lam bai, luén luén phai
kiém tra lai cdu tra 1¢i ba [an. Phai tra timg tir ma con
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khong biét, va hoc thude long chinh xac cac dinh nghia.” Dé
dam bao riang Sophia va Lulu khong dugc nudng chiéu va
yéu &t nhu ngusi La Ma khi @€ ché syp d6, t6i cling bat
chung phai lao dong chan tay.

“Khi 14 tudi, chinh me d3 dung cudc, xéng dé dao mot
hd boi cho 6ng ngoai”. T6i néi di noi lai véi cae con. Do
hoan toan la sy thit. Cai “h6” do chi sau chimng 1 mét vai
duong kinh khoang 3 mét néng choén nhu mét cii chiu
rira. Nhung thye sy t6i da ty tay dao né & san sau cua ngoi
nha nho canh ho Tahoe ma cha t61 mua duge sau nhiéu
nam danh dum. T6i ra ra, “Moéi sang Chu nhat, me lau nira
nha con cac di thi Jau nira con lai. Me co toa-lét, don sach
bai ¢o, va bd cui. M¢t [dn me da dyng mot khu virdn da cho
Ong ngoai, va me phai vac nhiing tang da ning ngip nghé
30kg. Do la Iy do tai sao me déo dai thé nay.”

Vi mudén ching luyén tap t6i da, t6i khong doi hoi cac
con gai to1 phai bé cui hay dao h6, nhung tdi ¢ gang bat
ching mang vac nhitng vit nang — nhitng gioé quan o gidt
kho day ap khi 1én xudng cdu thang, d6 rac vao cac Chu
nhat, ty xach va-li khi di du lich - la nhitng viéc t6i thuong
xuyén bat ching lam khi c6 thé. Tha vj la Jed ¢6 quan diém
d6i 1ap voi toi. Anh dy ai ngai khi thdy cac ¢6 con gai phai
mang vac, va ludn lo lang cho cai lung cua ching.

D€ phd bién nhitng bai hoc nay cho cic con gai, toi
thudng xuyén nhé lai nnhung diéu ma chinh cha me t6i da
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timg no6i v6i minh: “Hay khiém t6n, hay nhin nhudng, hay
don gian.” Me t6i thudng méng t6i, “Hau qua nhan tién ra
d4y ”. Y me toi mudn néi téi cach img xir thé nay, “Hay chéc
chén rang con s€ la nguai di tién phong, con sé nhan duge
su né trong cua moi ngudi.” Mt trong nhitng nguyén tac co
ban cua cha t6i 1a, “Ding bao gi¢ phan nan hay tim cach d6
16i. N&u c6 digu gi d6 khéng cong bang & trudng hoc, hiay
chiig to ban than bang cach lam viéc cham chi gdp d6i va
gioi giang gap do6i”. Toi da ¢6 gang truyén nhilg nguyén tac
nay tdi Sophia va Lulu.

Cudi cung, t6i ¢d gang budc ching phai tén trong téi
nhu cha me t6i timg lam thé. Pay la di€ém ma t6i it thanh
cOng nhdt. Lon 1én, t6i rat s¢ sy phan d6i cua cha me.
Nhung Sophia thi khong nhu vdy, va Lulu lai cang khong.
Nuéc My ¢6 vé nhu da tuyén truyén nhiéu diéu cho tré con
ma vadn hoéa Trung Qudc khong lam nhu vdy. Trong vin
héa Trung Qudc, khong c6 chuyén tré con doi hoi, khong
vang 11 hay cai lai b6 me. Con trong vin héa My, tré con
trong truyén, trén cac chuong trinh truyén hinh, va phim
anh thuong xuyén ghi diém bang viéc d6i dap chan chat
cung voi tinh cach dgc 1ap cua minh. Pac biét, chinh cac
bac cha me lai can phai dugc ren riia cac bai hoc cudc sdng

— tUr con cai minh.
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@a gido vién day duong ciam dau tién cho Sophia
déu khong hgp lam. Nguoi dau tién Sophia gap khi n6 1én
ba 1a mot ¢6 gido gia khic khé ngudi Bun-ga-ri, tén 1a Elina
s6ng ¢ nha hang x6m cua ching t6i. C6 &y mac mét chiéc
vay kiéu dang ky di, mang t4t dai ¢&€n dau gdi, va c6 vé nhu
phai véc tt thay khd dau cua thé gi6i nay trén vai. Y tuéng
cua co dy vé viéc hoc duong cam la dén nha téi va choi dan
trong mét ti€ng dong ho, con t6i va Sophia ngdi trén chiéc
di-ving, ling nghe néi dau khd day vo cta ¢6 4y. Budi hoc
d4u tién két thic, t6i cam thiy dau minh quay cudng hét ca
1én con Sophia thi quay ra choi vgi con bap bé bang gidy.
T6i rat s¢ phai néi véi Elina rang viéc hoc hanh khong thé
thyc hién duge, ai ngai rang c6 4y c6 thé khoc 16¢ than van
vong qua ca mAiy bite tudng. Vi viy, t6i da ndi vai ¢d 4y rang
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chiing t6i v6 cung himg khéi néu duge nghe mét ban nhac
khac, va t6i sé sédm lién hé lai vai co Ay.

Giao vién ti€p theo ching t6i thir 1a mét ngudi nho bé
khac thuong voi mai téc ngin cit vong tron, va cdp mét
kinh vién day kim loai, tén la MJ, da timg & trong quan doi.
Ching t6i khong thé néi r6 1a MJ 1a nam hay nit, nhung MJ
thudng mic com-lé véi chiée no con budm, va toi thich
phong cach don gian nay. MJ noéi v6i ching t6i trong Tan
dau tién gdp mit 1a Sophia c6 khiéu 4m nhac ré rét. Bat
hanh thay, MJ bién mat saﬁ von ven ba tuan. Mot hém,
ching t6i téi nha MJ dé€ hoc nhu thudng 1€ thi thdy chang
con dau tich nao cia MJ ¢ d6 nita. Thay vao d6 la nhimng
ngudi la hoac, vai dong d6 dac khac han trong nha.

Gido vién thit ba la mét anh chang choi nhac jazz ¢
giong noéi nhe nhang tén la Richard, v&i phan hong no
nang. Anh ta cho biét 3 c6 mot ¢ con gai hai tudi. Trong
budi gidp dau tién, anh ta cho t6i va Sophia mét bai dién
thuyét dai ngoang vé tim quan trong ctua d¢i séng hién tai
va cach cu xtit cho méi ngusi. Khéng giong nhu cac giao
vién truyén théng, anh ta ndi rang anh ta khong tin vao viéc
st dung sach v& do cac tac gia khac viét, ma thay vao d6 lai
nhidn manh cam himg va sy ty thé hién cia moéi ngudi.
Richard cling néi rang khong ¢6 quy tac nao cho am nhac
cd, chi ¢6 cam giac ding ma théi, va chang ai c6 quyén
phan xét ban ca, va th€ gigi duong cam da bj hily hoai boi
tinh thuong mai va sy canh tranh khéc liét. Anh chang
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khon khé — t6i doan chimng anh ta cling chdng hon mét ké
that bai 1a may.

La chj ca trong mét gia dinh Trung Quéc nhap cu, t6i
khéng c6 thoi gian d€ sang tao hay thiét 1ap ra nhimg quy
tac cua riéng minh. Nhung t6i thuéc mét dong ho cin
dugc ti€p tyc lam rang danh, ma cha me t6i thi da qua gia
d€ c6 thé ty minh gianh 1ay niém ty hao d6. T6i thich
nhimg muyc tiéu ré rang, va cach thirc r6 rang d€ do dém
dugc thanh cong.

b6 1a Iy do tai sao t6i thich cach thirc day choi duong cam
cua Suzukig. C6 ca thay bay cudn sach, va méi nguoi déu
phai bat dau tir cudn s6 mot. Méi cudn sich gom tir muai toi
muodi lam bai hat, va ban phai choi [an lugt theo thir ty. Bon
tré luyén tip chim chi sé dugc giao thém bai méi méi tuén,
ngugc lai, bon tré khong luyén tap sé mac lai ¢ bai d6 hang
tuan trdi, thim chi hang thang, va d6i khi chi thoat khoi
dugc vi ching da chan ngiy rdi. Du thé nao di nira, két qua la
vai dira tré nhd sach cia Suzuki ma tién by chéng hon nhitng
da khéc. Vi vay, mot dia tré bon tudi luyén tap cham chi ¢b
thé vugt xa mot dra tré sau tudi, va mot dira tré siu tudi
cling c6 thé vurgt xa mot dira mudi sau tudi, va con nhidu vi

4 Shinichi Suzuki (1898 — 1998): Sinh tai Nagoya (Nhit Ban) trong méot
gia dinh chuyén san xuét vi cim, ban dau ong ty hoc choi vi ¢am, sau do
thi sang Drc d€ tim thay day dan. Nam 1945, Suzuki khai xudng chuong
trinh Gido dyc Tai nang nhim gido dyc cho tré em ¢6 tdm hdn cao quy tir
mot nén am nhac 16n va rén luyén chuyén cin.
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du khac, da ly giai tai sao hé thong Suzuki lai n6i tiéng voi
viéc san sinh ra “than déng” nhu vay.

bay chinh 1a diéu da xay ra vdi Sophia. Cho dén khi
Sophia chua duge ndm tudi, ching t6i da dan x€p véi mot
gido vién huyén thoai cta Suzuki tén la Michelle, c6 mot
phong thu am duong cim khdng 16 dit tai Neighborhood
Music Schools & New Haven. Kién nhan va man cam,
Michelle thu nhin Sophia — 6ng danh gia cao nang khiéu
cua con bé nhung cling nhin thiu dugc nhimg gi con adn
gidu phia sau guong mat d6 — va chinh vi thé ma Michelle
da truyén dugc cam himg va tinh yéu am nhac t&i Sophia.

Phuong phap Suzuki qua 1a tuyét vai d6i vai Sophia. N6
hoc v6 cung nhanh va c6 kha ning t3p trung trong thai gian
dai. N6 ciling c¢6 mét lgi thé van hoa 1gn: Hau hét cac hoc
vién ¢ truong déu la con cai cia nhitng bac cha me phuong
Tay hao phdng, ho ching c6 miy quyét tdm va thudng
nudng chiéu con cai khi phai luyén tip. Toi nhd téi ¢6 bé
Aubrey, chi phai luyén mgt phit méi ngay trong nam, ti
khi d6 c6 bé da 1én bay. Nhitng dra tré khac duge tra cong
cho viéc luyén tap, la nhitng ci kem hoa qua to tuéng hodc
bo xép hinh Lego ddy du. Va con rit nhiéu ly do duge dua
ra d€ khoi phai luyén cac bai tdp hang ngay.

5 Neighborhood Music School: Trudng nghé thudt cdng dong &
New Haven, Connecticut, My, chuyén giang day 4m nhac, khiéu vii va
kich nghé cho ngudi 16n va tré em moi lra tudi véi moi cdp d. (ND)
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Diém mau chét trong cach ti€p cin cua phuong phap
Suzuki la 6ng bd hay ba me dugc yéu cau tham dy vao cac
budi hoc nhac va sau d6 sé giam sat cac budi luyén tip &
nha cua con cai. Diéu nay c6 nghia la moéi giay phuat Sophia
ngoi bén cay dan 1a t6i déu ¢ do6 vadi con bé, va toi ciing
luyén tap ludn. To6i da timg luyén dan khi con nho, nhung
cha me t6i khong c6 tién d€ thué ai d6 gioi giang day, vi vay
toi da két thiac viéc hoc vdi moét ngusi hang xém thinh
thoang van td chitc nhitng bira tiéc ting 6n a0 xen gitta budi
hoc cua t6i. Cing vdi gido vién cua Sophia, t6i bat dau hoc
tdt ca moi diéu vé nguyén ly va lich stt &m nhac ma t6i chua
tung biét truge do.

VEé phia Sophia, theo t6i n6é phai luyén tip it nhét 9o
phit moéi ngay, ké ca ngay cudi tudn. Vi cac bai hoe hang
ngay, ching toi luyén tap nhiéu gip d6i. T6i bude Sophia
phai ghi nhé tat ca, ké ca khi khong can thiét phai thé, va
t6i chang bao gig thudng cho né mét xu. D6 1a cach ching
t6i da bat pha qua nhimg cudn sich cta Suzuki. Cac bic
phy mau khac chi tip trung vao mét cuén sach moi nam.
Con chiing t6i bat dau véi khie bién tau “Twinkle, Twinkle”
(Quyén 1); ba thang sau Sophia da tap Schumann® (Quyén

2); sau thang sau d6 con bé da choi moét ban x06-nat

6 Robert Schumann (1810 - 1856): Nha soan nhac ngudi birc, nha my
hoc va phé binh am nhac ¢6 anh huong 1én. Ong duge coi 13 mét trong
nhitng nha soan nhac vi dai nhat va dai dién cho trudng phai Lang man.
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cua Clementi7 (Quyén 3). Va t6i van cam thiy 1a chiing t6i
dang hoc qua cham.

Dy c6 ve la mot thoi diém thuén lgi d€ nbi ra tat ca mei
diéu. Sy that 1a, khong phai lic ndo Sophia cling thiy dé
chiu khi ¢6 mt ngudi me nhu t6i. Theo Sophia thi tdi
thudng noéi khi gidm sat con bé luyén dan thé nay:

1. Troioilatrdi, con choi cang ngay cang té.

2. Me sé dém dén ba, sau d6 cai me can la dm nhac
that su!

3. Né&u mét Ian nita con choi chira THANH THAO, me sé
THU HET THU NHOI BONG CUA CON VA POT SACH!

Khi hoi tuong lai, nhitng y kién day dé ki€u nay co ve
kha cyc doan, nhung mat khac ching ciing c¢6 hiéu qua tét.
To1 va Sophia rit hgp nhau. T6i ¢6 niém tin mt quang va
dinh hudng day phién dién, con Sophia lai ¢6 sy chin chén,
tinh kién nhan, va long cam théng ma 1€ ra t6i nén cbd
nhung lai khong c6 duge. Con bé chidp nhan moi ly 1€ t6i
dua ra voi mong mudn d6 la nhitng diéu tot dep nhat cho
noé — va con bo qua nhitng e t6i 13 161 khi ndi néng hodc
ndéi nhitmg diéu lam tén thuong né.

7 Muzio Clementi (1752 — 1832): L4 mét nha soan nhac ndi tiéng, mot
nghé sy choi duong cim, chi huy dan nhac, v ciing 14 mét nha su pham.
Ong sinh & ¥ nhung chti yéu séng & Anh, ndi tiéng v&i nhitng ban x6-nat
danh cho duong cim.
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Khi Sophia lén chin, né gianh duge giai thugng cue thi
duong cam ¢ dja phuong véi ban nhac Butterfly cia nha
soan nhac Edvard Grieg ngudi Na-uy. Butterfly la mot
trong s6 sau muoi sau ban nhac trit tinh cua Grieg8, nhitng
tdc phdm 4m nhac dugce thu nho lai, diéu d6 c6 nghia la
nguoi trinh dién phai ggi ra duge mét tAm trang hogc hinh
anh déc biét. Butterfly phai duge biéu dién sinh dong va vé
cung thoai mai — va phai tén nhiéu gi¢ luyén tap vat va mét
nhoai méi choi duge nhu thé,

Cac bac cha me Trung Qudc sé thiy ching vui vé gi cho
dén khi ban thyc sy gidi giang mét mon nao dé. D€ giodi
giang & bdt ky moén ndo chic chan ban phai cham chi
chuyén cin, va tré con thi ching bao gig lai ty dong thich
thi véi viée lao dong d6. b6 1a Iy do tai sao vé co ban céac s¢
thich cua chiing bj gat sang m¢t bén. Diéu nay thudng doi
hoi sy chju dyng ngoan cuong & phia cha me vi bon tré sé
phan khang quyét liét; va mei viéc ludn kho khin nhit lue
bit dau, d6 ciing chinh la diém khién cac ong b6 ba me
phuong Tay danh phai budng tay. Nhung néu d€ thyc hién
thich dang, thi chién Iugc cia ngudi Trung Qudce duge dua
ra thanh han mét quy trinh mau myc. Tap luyén kién tri,
tap luyén, va tap luyén chinh la diéu kién tién quyét cho sy
hoan hao. Nhung & My, viéc luyén tdp kiu thugc vet nhu
thélai bj xem thudng. Khi dira tré bat dau vugt trdi vé mon

8 Sixty-six Lyric Pieces: T4p hgp siu muai sau ban nhac ngan danh cho
ddc tau duong cam cia Edvard Grieg.
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nao dé ~ du la toan, duong cam, bong chay hay la ba-1é di
nita — thi né sé dugc ca nggi, ngudng mg, va thoa nguyén
udc mao. Diéu nay gy dyng dugce niém tin va mang lai niém
vui tir hoat dong ban ddu chang ldy lam vui vé gi. Diéu nay
cling tac ddng trg lai cac bac lam cha lam me, khién ho dé
dang bat con cai on luyén hon.

Tai budi hoa nhac mang lai chién thang cua Sophia, khi
nhin thdy nhimg ngén tay khéo 1éo ctua con bé luét ém va
bay bay trén cic phim dan giéng nhu ddi cinh bu6m, thét
sy toi'ngdy ngat trong ty hao, vui suéng va hy vong. Toi
ching thé dogi chd dén tin ngay hdom sau d€ luyén tip va
tim hiéu nhiéu hon nita vé 4m nhac cliing con bé.
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HO ME MAY MAN

T6i va Jed trong ngay cudi

@Zur bat ky phu nit My géc chau A ndo & vao lira tudi
gan ba muoi, t6i ¢6 ¥ tudng viét mot thién hung ca vé mai
quan hé gifta me va con gai qua nhiéu thé hé§, dya trén day

mo ré ma trong chinh gia dinh t6i. Piéu nay nung niu
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truGe ca khi Sophia ra doi, khi téi séng & New York, ¢6 gang
hi€éu xem minh dang lam cai quai gi trong cong ty luat tai
Phd Wall nay.

On gidi t6i 1a ngudi may man, boi vi sudt cuge doi minh,
téi da dua ra nhimg quyét dinh quan trong dya trén toin
nhing 1y do v& van. Pau tién la viéc tdi (ing tuyén vao chuyén
nganh toan hoc cta truong Harvard vi nghi rang no s€ lam
cha me t6i vui long. T6i da tirbo viée nay sau khi cha téi, thiy
toi vat va voi mot loat van dé trong ky nghi dong, da néi rang
toi dang qua sirc minh, va citu nguy cho téi. Roi t6i lai may
moéc chuyén sang kinh t&€ vi né c6 vé gi d6 giong gidng véi
khoa hoc. To6i da viét ludn van tét nghiép vé cac md hinh
chuy€n d6i cta kiéu gia dinh hai try cft, mét chu dé té ngat
ma t6i chang bao gio nhé duge 1a minh d3 két luén ra sao.

Téi vao trudng ludt chu y&u la vi khong muén theo hoc
truong y. T6i gdt hai thanh qua gidi giang & truong ludt
bang cach hoc tdp dién cudng. Tham chi t6i con bién nd
thanh cudc canh tranh gay gat trén Harvard Law Review
(Tap chi Ludt hoc Harvard), noi t6i da gdp Jed va tro thanh
bién tap vién cua tap chi. Nhung t6i luén lo lang vé viéc
nganh luat khong thyc sy 1a xu huéng caa téi. Toi khong
quan tam dén quyén lgi cua nhimg ké pham t6i nhu cach
nhitng nguoi khic van lam, va thuéng lanh toat ca nguoi
moi khi cic thay c6 gido goi dén tén minh. T6i cling khong
chu ddéng dit van dé hay ra ciu hoi; t6i chi muén chép lai
tat ca nhimg gi gido vién ndi va hoc vet.
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Sau khi t6t nghiép t6i vao lam & mgt cong ty luat tai Phé
Wall, boi @6 1a con duong ém chan nhét. T6i chon nganh tu
van doanh nghiép vi t6i khong thich may chuyén t6 tung. T6i
that sy hgp véi cong viée nay; chiang bao gio ngan ngam vi
nhimg gi¢ lam viéc dai dic, t6i con rit gioi nam bit cac
mong mudn cia khach hang va chuyén tai n6 vao cac van
ban phép ly. Nhung tron ba nam & cong ty luat nay, t6i luon
cam thdy nhu minh dang déng kich véi mét by dang vo cung
ng& ngan. Trong nhitng budi thao luan thau dém sudt sang
vdi cac 6ng chu ngan hang dau tu, khi nhitng ngudi khac
dahg vat 6c suy nghi vé timg chi tiét diéu khoan cu thé cho
cac vy 1am an hang ty d6-la, thi dau 6c t6i lai miér man nghi
vé bira t6i, va t6i chiang thé bugc ban than phai quan tadm cho
du cai quyét dinh ngd ngan ay c6 hau qua thé nao di nira.

“Bat ky quyét dinh nao dé cap dén trong tai liéu két hgp
hodc dugce coi 12 két hgp nay bang viéc dan chiéu trong tai
liéu nay sé duge coi 1a dugce sita d6i hodc thay thé cho cac
muc dich cia kién nghj nay trong mét pham vi ma quyét
dinh nay dé cip tdi, hodc trong bat ky tai liéu nao sau d6
cling dugc két hgp bai dan chi€u dén tai liéu nay, sira doi
hojc thay thé nhu mét quyét dinh, duge mé dau bang
"Nhim dem lai nhitng diéu thuén igi nhat/tét nhat cho tri
thitc cua Cong ty.”

Trong khi d6 Jed lai rat hgp ngh@é luat, trai nguge hoan
toan vé&i sy khong phu hgp ciia t6i. Hién nhién la thé. Céng
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ty luat cta Jed chuyén lo cic vu chuyén nhugng cong ty
cudi nhimg ndm 1980. Anh hing tha voi viée chun bj cac
ho so cbng ty, giai quyét tranh chip..., va anh ciing rat
thanh cong. Sau d6, Jed chuyén téi lam viéc tai Van phong
B§ Tu phap, theo dudi vy kién nhitng tén trum Mafia, va
cling rat himg tha voi viée do. D€ tiéu khién, Jed viét mot
bai b4o dai ca tram trang vé quyén dugc bao vé doi tu —
diéu nay xuit phat hoan toan tir ca nhan Jed - bai bao dugc
t¢ Harvard Law Review ma ching t6i cing 1am viéc thoi
sinh vién dang tai (tap chi néy von chua bao gig chdp nhan
nhimg bai viét cua cac tac gia khong phai 1a gido su). bigu
ti€p theo dén vdi ching t6i 1a Jed nhan duge cuge goi tir
trudng khoa cua truong luat Yale, va mac du téi la nguoi
luén mudn tro thanh giang vién (t6i doan vay la vi bé tai
cling la giang vién), Jed da c6 dugc céng viéc giang day &
truomng luit Yale vao nam trude khi Sophia ra ddi. Do 1a
coéng viéc mo udce cua Jed. Anh chi la nguoi méi tap tong
vao nghé ¢ khoa, mét anh chang sang gia, gilta day cac
dong nghiép sang lang chang kém.

T61 vén luén cho minh la ngudi 6 tri tudng tugng
phong phti v6i v6 van nhitng y tudng trong dau, nhung gitta
cac dong nghiép cua Jed, dau 6c toi lai bi dac.

Chung t6i téi New Haven lan dau khi t6i van dang
nghi sinh con (Sophia), Jed ndi véi ban bé & trong khoa
rang toi ciing dang can nhéc vé viéc sé€ trd thanh giang
vién. Nhung khi ho hoi vé cac vAn dé phap ly t6i quan
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tam thi t6i cam thdy nhu nga guc. T6i cang thang dén
mitc chang thé€ suy nghi hay noi nang gi. Khi t6i ¢6 ging
ép minh phai néi thi cau ct 1n xon, tir nglr thi kho hiéu,
ching dau vao dau ca.

Do chinh 1a khi t6i quyét dinh sé viét mét thién hung ca.
Bit hanh thay, t6i lai chang c6 ning khiéu viét lach gi, cai
bo dig¢u v& hiing hiang ho va ¢ nén cudi ctita Jed da khang
dinh diéu d6. Hon nita, nhitng Maxine Hong Kingston,
Amy Tan, va ca Jung Chang? nira khién t6i nhut chi bang
nhitng cuén sach cua hg, nao la Nir chién binh (The
Woman Warrior), Cau lac b4 hanh van (The Joy Luck
Club), va Thién nga hoang da (Wild Swans)... Ban dau, t6i
da cay dang va phan uit, nhung roi téi vugt qua duge va
ti€p tuc dua ra ¥ tudng méi. Két hop gitra bang cip vé lujt
hoc v&i nén tang cia gia dinh, t6i viét vé phap lujt va van
deé sic tdc trong thé giGi dang phat trién. Sac tdc 1a diéu toi
thich thi trao d6i du & bat ky khia canh nio. O thai diém

9 Maxine Hong Kingston: Nit vin si ngudi My gdc Trung Qudc, gido
swdanh dytai Dai hoc California, Berkeley. Ba néi ti€ng véi cac tac
phdm: Nit chién binh, Dan 6ng Trung Qudc... Ba nhan dugc nhitu giai
thuong danh gia cia My cho sy nghigp sang tac cia minh.

Amy Tan: Nha van My g6c Trung Qudc, néi ti€ng vdi tic phdm The Joy
Luck Club (Tam djch: Cu lac b$ may mén) d3 dugc dich ra 35 thit tiéng.
Jung Chang: N vin sj Anh gdc Trung Qudc, ndi tiéng véi cudn ty
truvénThién nga hoang da, da ban duge hon 10 trigu ban trén toan thé
gidi, nhung bj cdm ¢ Pai Luc. C6 1a dong tic gia cung v&i chdng minh,
nha sit hoe ngudi Anh Jon Halliday, viét cudén: Mao Trach Déng, nhitng
diéu churra biét.
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d6, phap ludt va phat trién la vin dé rét it ngudi nghién
city, va sé tro thanh linh vize chuyén siu cua t6i sau nay.

S6 ménh da an bai. Sau khi sinh Sophia, t6i viét mét bai
bao vé tu hiru héa, quée hitu hoba, va sic tdc & chau My
Latinh va Pong Nam A, dugce ding trén Columbia Law
Review (Tap chi Phap luit Columbia). Vi hanh trang la
bai bao méi, t6i g hd so g tuyén vao vj tri giang day luat
¢ khap noi trén ca nude. Véi sy liéu linh khéng thé tin
dugc, to6i dong ¥ khi hgi dong tuyén dung cua dai hoc Yale
mdi to1 dén phong van. To6i gap g hoi dong sudt budi tria
tai mét cin phong dang s¢ ¢ Yale mang tén Mory, va da im
nhu thoc vi thé hai gido su va trudng khoa cua trudng luat
sau d6 da nhanh chéng chuyén dg tai, va bo ra ca hai gio
dong ho6 con lai cua bira trira chi d€ néi vé anh hudng ciua
phong cach Y t&i kién triic cia New Haven thé nao.

Toi da khong c6 co hdi duge goi lai € dién kién day du
ca khoa ludt cua Dai hoc Yale, diéu d6 cd nghia la toi da
trugt ké tir bita trira d6. Noi cach khace, t61 da bj cac déng
nghiép cua Jed loai thang thing. Diéu nay thit chang hay
ho gi — va khi&n cho nay sinh nhiig thu doan nao d6 d€ co
th& hoa nhap voi cong dong.

Nhung roi sau d6 té6i d3 c¢6 mot co hoi 1on lao. Khi
Sophia 1én hai, truong ludt Duke da dé nghi t6i giang day.
Suéng mé ngudi, téi chdp nhin 131 d€ nghi ngay tire thi, va
chiing t6i chuyén t&i viing Durham, Bac Carolina.
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Lulu véi cay vi cdm dau tién

@ thich truong Duke. Cac d6ng nghiép déu phong
khoang, tot bung, va théng minh. Ching t6i da c¢6 nhiéu
ban be than thiét. Vuéng m3< duy nhit 1a Jed van giang day
& Yale, cach xa nha té1 500 dim. Nhung ching t6i chdp
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nhan diéu 46, bang viéc di lai may ndm rong giita Durham
va New Haven, ma ngu¢i di chuyén chu yé&u la Jed.

N&m 2000, khi Sophia 1én bay va Lulu 1én bon, t6i nhan
duge mot cude goi tir dai hoe Luat New York mdi t6i t6i
“tham”. T6i ghét y tudng rdi bo Duke, nhung New York gin
New Haven, vy la ching t6i khédn goi qua mudp 1én dudng,
¢ Manhattan trong sau thang.

D6 la sau thang dia nguc. “Tham” thé giéi giang day luat
hoc 1a gia nhap vao m¢t chuyén khoa dya trén mot nén tang
thir thach. VEé co ban, d6 1a mot cudc phong van kéo dai ca
mot hoc ky, trong d6 ban phai gay 4n tugng vi tit ca moi
ngudi rang ban thong minh dén thé€ nao, dong thaoi con phai
ninh not ho nira kia. (“Nhung t6i van con chua thanh toan
xong vin dé nay v4i anh, Bernard. Chang phai md hinh cia
anh — viéc chuyén d6i hinh méu vao thye t€ ¢6 anh hudng
rong rai hon anh tugng hay sao?” Hoic la: “T6i khong chac
minh da thuyét phuc hoan toan theo chi thich 81 trong bai
‘Phap luit va Lacan’ cia anh hay chua, vdn @€ ranh ranh la
hoc bia réi — nhung anh khong phién néu t6i dua ra thao
luén & 1&p t61 chi?”)

Con ¢ cac trudng hoc, Manhattan hanh xir dling véi
tiéng tdm lay ling cua noé. T6i va Jed dugc gidi thiéu véi thé
gioi cia nhitng hoc sinh 16p 3 tudi chuan bi t&i SAT™ va cac

0 SAT 1a mét trong nhitng kv thi chudn hoa cho viéc ddng k{ vao mét s6
truedng hoc tai Hoa Ky.
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ban bé méi tp di véi ngusi gidm h{ va ban sao ho so. Cudi
cung, ching t6i quyét dinh cho Sophia hoc & trudong cong
P.S. 3 ndm ngay ¢ mé bén phai con duong dan téi can ho
ching toi thué. Con Lulu thi vao miu gido, th€ nhung né
van phai lam m{t déng bai ki€m tra.

T6i tha thiét mong sao Lulu dugc nhan vao 16p mau gido
nam trong nha thé dep d€ véi nhimg 6 ctra s6 1ap kinh mau
ndy. Chi sau khoang nam phut, ngudi quan ly phy trach
viéc xét tuyén da quay tro lai ngay cuing v6i Lulu, muén xac
nhin v6i t6i rang Lulu khong thé d€m — khong phai la sai
trai gi & day, nhung ba ta mudn xac nhin diéu do.

“Oi trai, tat nhién 12 Lulu c¢6 thé d&m chi!” T6i kéu 1én,
day s¢ hai. “Cho t6i gip chau mét gidy thoi”. T6i 161 Lulu
sang mdt bén, va rit Ién “Lulu, con dang lam cai gi thé? Day
khong phai tro dua dau”. Lulu cau ¢6. “Con chi d€m duge
trong dau théi.” “Con khong thé chi dém trong dau — con
phai d€m to 1én @€ cho quy ba day thdy la con biét d€m! Ba
dy dang ki€m tra con ddy. Ho s€ khong cho con vao trudng
nay néu con khong cho hg thiy diéu dy.” “Nhung con khéng
thich dén trudng nay.”

Nhu t6i da noi, t6i khong tin vao viéc mua chudc bon tré.
Ca nudc My lan T8 chirc Phat trién va Hgp tac Kinh t&€ déu
da thong qua cac hiép dinh qudc t& vé chdng hdi 1§; thém
vao d4y thi du gi di nita, con cai nén chi tra cho b6 me mai
phai. Nhung t6i danh liéu mang, “Lulu nay,” t6i thi tham,

“néu con lam nhu vdy, me s€ mua cho con keo mut va dan
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con tdi hiéu sach.” To1 kéo Lulu trg lai, vui vé bao: “Gi¢ thi
Lulu da san sang ré6i.”

Lic nay, ¢6 phuy trach viéc xét tuyén cho phép t6i dan
Lulu vao phong ki€m tra. C6 dat bon hinh khgi lén ban va
yéu cau Lulu dém.

Lulu li€c nhanh may hinh kh&i réi d€m “Mudi mat, siu,
mudi, bon.”

Lanh toat ca nguoi, t6i nghi dén viéc tom 1y con bé va
chu6n nhanh cho réi, nhung ¢6 quan 1y binh tinh dat thém
bon hinh nita chéng 1én nhau: “Bay gi¢ thi la bao nhiéu ha
Lulu, em c6 th€ d€m t4t ca khong?”

Lulu nhin chim chdm vao d6ng hinh khéi mét lat roi
bat ddu dém, “Sau, bon, mot, ba, khong, musi hai,
hai, tam.”

T6i khong thé chju hon duge nita, “Lulu! Thoi ngay di!”

“Khong, khong, chj cit d€ ké chau”. C6 quan 1y gic hai
tay ra, trén guong mat c¢6 dy ¢6 mdt tia nhin thich thd, roi
quay lai phia Lulu: “C6 thay r6i, Louisa, chau thich dém
theo cach cua chau phai khong nao?”

Lulu li€c trom vé phia t6i — con bé biét 1a t61 dang byuc
minh - r6i khé gat dau.

“Co6 tam hinh khéi ¢ day,” ¢6 quan ly bat ngd ti€p tuc,
“Chau da dGng -~ du chiu da dém bang cach rat dic biét.
Thét tuyét khi duge biét cach dém riéng cua chau. Day
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chinh 14 nhitng diéu ching ta dang gang sitc khuyén khich
0 trudng nay.”

T6i nhe ca ngudi, cudi cung thi t6i cling dugc phép thd
phao nhe nhom. C6 thé ndi ngudi phy ni nay thich Lulu.
Thuyte t& thi ¢6 rat nhiéu ngudi thich né — ¢6 diéu gi d6 gan
nhu 14 sy quyén rii it cai vé timg tung rit dugce long nguoi
cua con bé. T6i nhu tham, on gidi 1a ching t6i dang & trén
ddt My, ching bao gig c6 nghi hodc gi ¢ day bdi cac cude
noi diy cua Cach mang My ludn dugce coi trong. Néu &
Trung Qudc thi hg sé tdng Lulu vao trai cai tao.

That trd tréu, cudi cung Lulu lai thich thi viéc tdi truong
& New York, trong khi Sophia luén té ra kha rut re, lai c6
khoang thdi gian khé khan hon. Trong cugc hop phu
huynh, gido vién cua Sophia néi v&i ching t6i 1a mic du co
chua bao gi¢ day mét hoc sinh gioi nhu thé, nhung ¢6 thidy
lo lang vé quan hé xa h¢i cua Sophia, vi trong gid ra choi va
4n trua con bé ludn chi c6 mét minh, lang thang quanh sén
trudng vdi quyén sach trén tay. Toi va Jed hoang lén,
nhung khi hoi Sophia vé truong hoc, con bé khang khing
rang van thay vui ve.

Ching t6i da sdng duge tron mét hoc ky ¢ thanh phd
New York. Thim chi t6i con tim cach c6 duge 1di dé nghi
cua dai hoc New York ma suyt nira t6i da nhén 1oi. Nhung
roi mét loat sy viéc khong mong dogi xay téi. T6i cho ddng
mét bai bdo vé dan chu va sic tc ¢ cac nubc dang phat
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trién, thu hat duge nhiéu sy cht y trong giéi hoach dinh
chinh sach. Vi bai bao nay, Yale d3, thay vi tir chéi t6i, ho
dua ra 161 dé nghj mai t6i 1am giang vién chinh thic. ba
bay ndm ké tir khi t6i khong thé gianh dugce viéc lam nay
chi qua mét bita trua, t6i chdp nhéin, cho du niém vui ¢6
pha lan ngdm ngui. Cudc séng nay day mai d6 khong con
nita, Jed ching phai di lai thudng xuyén, Sophia va Lulu sé
yén 6n va cung hoc chung mét trudng ¢ New Haven.

bén lic nay, Lulu ciing bat dau hoc dan duong cim voi
thay giao Michelle cua Sophia tai Neighborhood Music
School. T6i cam thdy nhu minh sdng hai cudc ddi viy. Toi
ddy tUr ndm gi¢ sang va viét lach mra ngay roi giang day &
truong ludt Yale, sau @6 vé nha vdi cac budi luyén tp hang
ngay cung hai ¢6 con gai. V&i Lulu thi ludn ludn kéo theo sau
d6 bao nhiéu ran de, hdm doa va ca bugc phai giir1i nita.

Thuye ra, Lulu 1a mét ca sy bAm sinh véi giong ca gan nhu
hoan hao. Bat hanh thay, con bé lai ghét tip luyén va khong
hé tap trung. Trong khi d4ng ra phai luyén tip thi né lai tro
chuyén v6i nhilmg chi chim bén ngoai clra s6 hodc véi
nhimg nép nhin trén guong mit t6i. Ay thé ma Lulu van
ti€n by nhanh chéng qua nhimg cudn sach day duong cam
cua Suzuki va bi€u dién thit tuyét voi. Khi doc tiu, con bé
khéng bao gi¢ c6 duge sy hoan hao nhu Sophia, nhung
nhitng ché thi€u hut vé d6 chinh x4c ky thuit lai duge bu
déap nhiéu hon bang cac doan nhac choi day phong cach va
du duong ngang ngita vdi Sophia.
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Trong thoi gian nay, téi quyét rang Lulu nén bat dau
choi mot nhac cy khac. Ban bé ¢b6 con cai lén hon da
khuyén t6i rang t6t hon la d€ hai c6 con gai theo du6i cac
s0 thich khac nhau, nham giam thiéu canh tranh giira
ching. Loi khuyén nay thyc sy c6 ich vi Sophia da bat
dau dugc biét dén nhiéu véi cdy dan duong cam, cung
nhiéu giai thudng khu vye; va thuong xuyén duge cac
gido vién, nha th¢ va t6 chitc cong dong mai biéu dién.
Chuang t6i di t¢i dau Lulu cling budc phai nghe nhirng loi
tan duong vé Sophia.

C6 nhién, cau hoi dit ra 1a nhac cy maéi Lulu nén choi 1a
gi? Nha chong t6i, nhitng ngudi tri thite Do Théi ty do co
quan diém hoan toan ré rang vé van dé nay. Ho biét tinh
budng binh cua Lulu va da nghe thiy tiéng kéu la thét lac
trong nhitng budi luyén tap cua chiing téi. Moi nguoi thuyét
phuc t6i nén cho n6 theo dudi mot thir gi d6 it ap lwe hon.

“Sao thi thé nao?” bd chong téi — Sy ggi y. La mot
ngudi dan Ong cao 16n vam va trong giong hét thin Zeus,
Sy s¢ hitu m{t phong tdm ly liéu phap rit phat dat &
Washington. Thye ra 6ng rat c6 khi€u am nhac, véi chit
giong tram hung, va thyc t&1a chj gai cua Jed ciing c6 chit
giong dep, han rang Sophia va Lulu thira huéng dugce gen
am nhac tr ho.

“Sao u?” me chéng toi — Florence — hai lai day ngo vye
khi nghe goi ¥ cua Sy, “nghe da thiy chan ngat lén réi”.
Me chéng t6i la nha phé binh nghé thuat, s6ng ¢ New
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York. Ba vira xudt ban cudn ti€u sir cua Clement
Greenberg, nha phé binh giy tranh cii cua nghé thuit
duong dai, ngudi da phat hién ra Jackson Pollock" va chu
nghia bi€u hién triru tugng My. Florence va Sy da ly hén
hai muoi ndm nay, va nhin chung ba chang bao gi¢ dong y
v6i bat ky diu gi 6ng ndi. “Co thé la thir gi 6 s6i dong
hon di, nhur mét nhac cy trong gamelan!? chidng han? N6
c6 thé choi cdng duge khéng nhi?”

Florence la nguoi lich thi€p, wa mao hi€m, va theo chu
nghia thé giéi. Nhiéu nam trudc, ba di du lich sang
Indonesia, tai ddy ba da bj am nhac gamelan cla nguoi
Java quyén rii. P6 la m¢t dan nhac nho véi khoang tir
mudi lam t6i hai muoi nhac sy, ngoi bat chéo chan trén
san nha va choi b¢ gb giong nhu kempul (mét by cong deo
trén ¢6 vdi nhitmg cung bac khac nhau), cung saron (mot
loai dan g6 day kim loai lén), hogc véi bonang (mét to
hgp trong dinh dm dugc choi gidng nhu tréng nhung am
thanh vang hon).

Thi vj 1a nha soan nhac ngui Phap Claude Debussy lai
c6 phan mg tuong ty nhu me chéng t6i vé dan nhac

u Paul Jackson Pollock (1912 — 1956) 1a mét hoa s§ ¢6 anh hudng lon
ngudi My va la mét dai dién cho phong trao nghé thuit bi€u hién triru
tugng. Ong say mé sy ndi ti€ng va ciing c6 kha nhiéu tai tiéng.

12 Gamelan ]a mét dan nhac ctia Indonesia, thudng xuit hién & cac dao
Bali hojc Java. Dan nhac gobm mot loat nhac cy nhu: dan gé, tréng, cong
chiéng, sdo triic, va c6 thé co ca ca sy biéu dién.
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gamelan. D3&i vdi Debussy ciing nhu vgi Florence, gamelan
la mot sy khai thi. Nam 1895, 6ng viét cho mgt ngudi ban
rang Am nhac cua ngudi Java “c6 thé bi€u hién moi sic
thai cua y nghia, tham chi la ca nhitng diéu khong thé noi
ra dugce”. Sau d6, 6ng da cho didng mot bai bao mé ta vé
ngudi Java la “nhitng con ngudi tuyét voi, choi nhac doi
v@i ho cling ty nhién nhu viéc hit thé vay. Trudng hoc am
nhac cta ho la nhjp diéu vinh ctru cua bién, tiéng 14 roi, va
hang nghin am thanh nho bé khac ho da nghe v6 clng
chim chd, ma khong hé phai tham van bat ky thi Iy luan
con mo ho nao”.

Vé phan minh, t6i nghi Debussy vira méi trai qua mét
giai doan tén sung qua mitc van hoéa ngoai lai. Diéu tuong
tu cling xdy ra v&i nhitmg ngudi ban Phap cia Debussy la
Henri Rousseau va Paul Gauguin, nhitng ngudi khai dau
cho phong trao vé nhimg thé dan P6-li-né-di cho dén sudt
sau nay. Mot thay d6i dic biét kinh khing cta hién tugng
nay c6 thé thay ¢ California thoi ky can dai: nhitng ngudoi
dan o6ng voi Con S6t Da Vang, chi ho hen v&i nhitng ngudi
phy nit chdu A — c6 khi téi ca ta ngudi lién nhau — ma
khong can biét 12 ho x&u dep ra sao hay la ngudi chau A loai
nao. Theo nhitng gi t6i biét thi Jed khong tumg ho hen véi
bét ¢t phy nir chau A nao trudc toi.

C6 thé nguyén do t6i khong danh gia cao 4m nhac
gamelan la vi t6i timg nghe loai &m nhac &y khi chiing t6i
t61 Indonesia nam 1992, va t6i thdy kho ma thanh tyu
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duge. T6i khong biét da may tram [an t6i hét 1én véi Lulu:
“Tat ca nhimg gi gia trj va quan trong déu phai kho khan
mdi dat duge! Con ¢6 bi€t me da phai vugt qua nhing gi d€
dugc day & Yale khong?” Am nhac gamelan mé hoic bai vi
né qua don gian, ty do va lap di lap lai. Nguge lai, nhitng
tadc phAm noi bt cua Debussy lai phan 4nh nhitng hea 4m
phitc tap, day tham vong, ky thuit cao, ¢6 muyc dich, va d‘éy
chu y — va vang, chi it thi trong vai tac pham cua 6ng ta
ciing ¢6 anh hudng cua gamelan. N6 giong nhu sy khac biét
gilta ngdi nha tranh vach dit c6 sitc mé hofc riéng, voi
Cung dién Versailles.

Du gi, t6i ciing loai trir nhimg chic cong cung may cai
s4o cho Lulu. Ban nang xdi bao t6i phai déi nghich voi gia
dinh nha chong. Tai tin rdng cach duy nhit @€ Lulu thoat
khoi cai bong cia chj gai minh trong bi€u dién am nhac
xuét sic 1a choi mét nhac cy kho hon, va yéu cau ky thuit
cao hon. D6 la ly do t6i chon vi cam. Ngay t6i dua ra quyét
dinh nay — ma khong can hoi y kién Lulu, va bé qua mei 1o
khuyén nhu cia nhitg ngudi xung quanh — 1a cai ngay t6i
tu dinh doat s6 ménh cho minh.
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@ mot diéu rat kho chju ma nhiéu ngudi Trung
Qudc hay lam la cong khai so sanh d4m con céi cia minh
voi nhau. T6i chira bao gio nghi diéu nay qua té cho dén khi
toi trudng thanh, béi vi t6i ludn thoat khoi sy so sdnh d6 mét
cach tot dep. Ba ndi day quyén lyc cua toi — mot Dragon
Lady thye thy — giau c¢6 hon nhiéu so véi ho hang dang cha
t6i, thién vj toi qua d6i so véi cac em géi. Trong cac budi ty
hop gia dinh, ba thudng chi vao mét trong s6 chj em rudt ra
cua t6i ma cam ram: “Nhin cii mi tet gi cua né nay, chang
giong nhu Amy, s6ng mii n6 cao th€ kia ch. Amy tréng
giong hét dang ndi. Con no lai gidng bén dang ngoai, hét
nhu mét con khi dy.”

Cong nhén la ba ngi t6i cyc doan, nhung nhin chung
ngudi Trung Quéc thudng nhu vay. Toi timg dén mot hiéu
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thude ctia nguoi Trung Qudc, va chu cira hiéu khoe voi t6i
la 6ng 4y c6 dra con gai 1én sau va thang con trai 1én nam,
nhung “con gai toi rat sang da, chi c6 diéu la n6é khong tap
trung. Con thang bé thi lai chidng duge thong minh nhu the.
Con bé thong minh lam.” Lan khéc, Kathleen ban t6i tham
du vong thi ddu quén vgt va tro chuyén véi mét phu nit
Trung Qudc dang quan sat mgt c6 gai nho thi ddu. Ngudi
phu nir gidi thiéu véi Kathleen rang d6 1a con gai cua minh,
1a sinh vién dai hoc Brown, va “chac chan la n6 sé thua
tho6i”. “Con bé nay yéu xiu,” ba ta lac dau, “con chi n6 gioi
giang hon nhiéu, nhung n6 da t6i Harvard r6i.”

Gio day, t6i biét sy thién vi cta cac bac cha me thét kho
chiu va tai hai, nhung d€ bién h¢ cho ngudi Trung Qudc, t6i
¢6 hai quan diém. Thir nhit, sy thién vj cua cac 6ng bé ba
me c6 ton tai & tat ca cac nén van héa. Trong Kinh Cyu ude,
Isaac thién vi Esau, trong khi Rebekah quy Jacob hon.
Trong truyén ¢d Grimm, thudng xuyén cé ba anh em ruét -
va ho khong bao gio duge d6i xir cong bang. Nguge lai,
khong phai tat ca ngudoi Trung Qudce déu d6i xu thién vi nhu
vay. Trong The Five Chinese Brothers (Nam anh em Trung
Qudc) khong c6 ddu hiéu nao cho thdy ba me yéu quy cau
con trai tat can nude bién hon ciu con trai vdi chiée ¢o

bang sat.

Thtt hai, t6i khong tin la tit ca sy so sanh cua cac bac
phu mau déu la xic pham. Jed thudng xuyén chi trich t6i vi
so sanh Sophia v&i Lulu. Va sy that 1a t6i chi néi voi Lulu
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kiéu nhu: “Khi me bao Sophia lam gi d6, chi thuong nghe
161 ngay lap tie. D6 chinh 1a ly do khién chi con tién bg
nhanh nhu th&.” Nhung ngudi phuong Tay lai hi€u khac di.
Khi t6i néi diéu d6 nghia l1a khong phai t6i yéu quy Sophia
hon; ma ngugc lai, t61 dang bay té sy tin ciy ¢ Lulu. Toi tin
rang n6 co thé lam duge tat ca nhitng gi Sophia lam, va né
du stte dé€ thuc hién chin 1y d6. T6i cling biét ring thé nao
Lulu ciing tu so sanh no véi Sophia. Bay chinh 1a 1y do thi
thoang t6i khe khat v&i Lulu. T6i sé khong d€ cho con bé
chim d&m vao viéc ho nghi chinh ban than minh.

Do ciing chinh 1a 1y do tai sao trong budi sang dau tién
Lulu tap choi vi cam, trudce khi n6 gap gido vién mdi, toi
da noéi rang: “Lulu, con nén nhé& rang con mdi chi sau
tudi. Sophia gianh dugc giai thudng dau tién khi lén
chin. Me nghi 1a con c¢6 thé€ gianh dugce giai thuong d6
sém hon nira kia.”

Lulu phan Ung that té voi diéu do, con bé ndi la nd ghét
moi dua tranh va cling chang hé thich choi vi cam. Lulu tir
chdi viéc dén 16p. T6i doa n6é bing mét cai phat vao mong
va khong cho an t6i — nhung van ct phai luyén tip — roi
cudi cung dan né t&i Neighborhood Music School, d€ gip
gido vién day vi cam cua Suzuki — thay Carl Shugart — da
dugc phan cong day dé Lulu.

Thiy Shugart khoang tim 50 tudi, v4i ngoai hinh kha
phd bién, mai toc vang lua thua, mét ki€u ngudi thong hiéu .
tré em hon 13 ngudi 1dn. Vi cac bac phy huynh, thay c6 vé
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chch biét va vung vé; thay chi ¢6 thé nhin ho ma théi.
Nhung thay l1a mot thién tai v&i bon tré: thodi mai, di dom,
day cam himng, va hai huge. Thay giong nhu Pied Piper cua
trudng, va bon tré mudi ba tudi hodc nho hon theo hoc thay
— Lulu 1a m{t trong s6 d6 — sé theo thay di khap noi.

Bi mat cta thay Shugart 1a c6 thé chuyén tat ca ky thuét
vé choi vi cdm sang cac ciu chuyén hodc hinh anh ma bon
tré c6 thé hiéu duge. Thay cho nhitng legato, staccato, hay
accelerando, thay néi dén viéc vust ve bo 16ng ctia chii méo
dang rén g git, mot dan kién dang diéu hanh, va nhiing
con chugt trén chiéec xe mgt banh dang ldn tron xudng tu
ngon doi. Téi nhé dén sy ky diéu trong cach thay day Lulu
Khitc ngdu hirng s& 7 néi tiéng ciia Dvorak. Sau khic dao
dau hip dan, tit ca mei ngudi déu am r khong biét nd thé
nao, con c¢6 mot khic nhac thir hai duong nhu qua uy mi
doi héi phai duge choi v6i cam hitng chu dao cudng diéu su
vira bi vira hai — la ban thi ban sé giai thich diéu nay thé nao
vGi mét dta tré mdi 1én sau day?

Thay Shugart néi véi Lulu rang doan tha hai rat buén
ba, nhung lai khéng budn nhu la ¢6 ai d6 sip qua doi. Thay
vao do, thay bit con bé tudng tugng ring da duge me hita

13 Antonin Leopold Dvorak (08/09/1841, Nelahozeves — 01/05/1904,
Praha): Nha soan nhac ngudi Séc néi ti€ng thé gidi. Dai dién cho
dong nhac ¢6 &i€n lang man cia thé gidi vdi cac tic phdm kinh dién
vé opera, giao hudng thinh phong, dic biét 1a ban giao hudng s6 ¢
“Ban giao hudng Th€ gi&i mdi - Novosvétska”.
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chosmét cay kem &8¢ qué hai tang to tudng néu no6 don
giuong cho me mot tudn — va Lulu da lam nhu vay day tin
tuong. Nhung khi hét tuan, me lai ching cho n6 cay kem éc
qué nao hét. Khong nhimg thé&, me lai mua mét cay kem
cho chi gai Lulu, ngudi chang lam vigc gi ca. biéu nay danh
ddng vao tinh canh cta Lulu, béi vi sau d6 né da chai khiic
Humoresque v6 cung da diét nhu thé khiac nhac d6 viét
rieng cho né vay. T61 mdt ngay no, khi t6i nghe khuc
Humoresque — ban c6 thé xem Itzhak Perlman va Yo-Yo
Ma choi trén YouTube — toi nghe thidy ca 161 ma thay
Shugart thém vao: “Con muén an kem, 6i, dua tra con cay
kem di; cay kem ma me hita cho co-on dau r6i?”

That khong ngd, mic du t61 da chon vi cam cho Luly,
nhung khong thé chéi cai duge rang Lulu c6 sy 161 cudn ty
nhién véi cdy dan d6. Tuy vdy, moi ngudi khong ngét kinh
ngac vé phong cach ty nhién khi Lulu choi vi cam, va thye sy
thi con bé ¢6 kha nang cam thu 4m nhac t6t lam sao. Theo
151 ké cua thay Shugart thi Lulu ludn toa sang, va cac bac phu
huynh khac ludn hoi ¢6 phai gen am nhac di truyén ¢ gia
dinh ching t6i, va Lulu dugc cho dgi trg thanh mét nghé sy
choi vi ¢am chuyén nghiép. Ho khong hinh dung dugc vé
nhitng budi tap luyén “ddm mau” & nha, noi t6i va Lulu dau
v6i nhau nhu loai tha hoang — H6 ddu véi Lon rimg — va né
chdng lai duge chimg nao t6i tan cong lai chimg do.

Chu nhat 1a mgt ngay &iZn hinh trong tuan, ching t6i
mat ca budi sang ¢ truong Aam nhac Neighborhood Music
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School, noi tran ngap ndng lugng va am thanh cta khoang
hai muoi nhac cy khéc nhau. Lulu khoéng chi luyén tap vai
thay Shugart; sau d6 con bé con phai t6i thang 16p hoc
nhém Suzuki, d€ tham gia budi tap cho ca vi ¢Am va duong
cdm cung Sophia. (Chung t6i ciing khong bé budi tap
duong cdm cua Lulu vao cic ngay thit Sau). Tré vé nha, bt
chdp budi tap ba gid déng ho wira trai qua, toi thudng co
gang lén vao buodi tép luyén nang cao bd sung — khong ¢ gi
tét hon viée ¢d gang chiém lgi thé vao tuin ti€p theo! Ban
dém, khi Lulu da ngu, t6i doc cac chuyén khao vé ky thuat
choi vi ¢dm va nghe CD cua Isaac Stern, Itzhak Perlman,
hay Midori, gang sitc tim hiéu xem ho lam cai gi d€ choi hay
nhu viy.

To6i thita nhén rang lich hoc nay nghe c¢6 vé kha khic
nghiét. Nhung t6i cam thiy minh dang chay dua véi thai
gian. Tré em & Trung Qudc luyén tap t61 mudi tiéng moi
ngdy. Sarah Chang'4 da thir giong cho Zubin Mehta's & Dan
nhac giao huéng New York Philharmonic!¢ khi mai ¢6 tam
tudi. Hing ndm van c6 vai guong mét & tudi lén bay tir Latvia
hay Croatia gianh thang lgi trong cugc thi qudc t€ biéu dién

14 Sarah Chang (10/12/1980): Nghé s§ vi cam ngudi My gdc Han Qudc,
trinh dién [an d4au tién trudc cong ching nim 1989 v&i Dan nhac giao
huong Philadelphia va Hiép hoi Yéu nhac New York,

15 Zubin Mehta (29/4/1936): Ngudi chi huy dan nhac ngudi An D§,
chuyén vé nhac ¢8 dién phuong Tay.

16 New York Philharmonic: Con duge goi 1a Hiép hdi Yéu nhac New York,
12 mot dan nhac giao hudng tryc thude thanh phd New York — Hoa Ky.
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Concerto cho vi cim cta Tchaikovsky von vo cung khé khan,
khac nghiét, ma t6i khong thé dgi thém nita d€ Lulu gianh
duge nd. Hon nita, t6i lai ¢6 mét dite 6ng chong My luén tin
chac rang tudi tho 1a &€ vui choi. Jed luén muén choi trugt
van vdi cac con hay t6i sin golf mini véi ching, hodc té hai
nhit 1a dua ching t4i céng vién nude xa mu véi nhiing
dudng trugt nguy hi€m. Viée t6i thich lam nhét véi cac con la
doc cho ching nghe; t6i va Jed lam diéu nay mai t5i, va d6
thudng la thai khac vui thich nhét trong ngay cua ca nha.

Duéi méat toi, choi vi cdm thye sy khé khin, khé hon
nhiéu so vdi hoc choi duong cdm. Pau tién l1a vdn dé€ cam
cai gl nhu th€ nao, diéu ban sé khong gip khi hoc duong
cam. Tréi vdi nhitng gi m§t ngusi binh thudng co thé nghi,
vi cim khéng choi duge bang tay trai; né chi c6 thé duge
ti€p cdn theo mét cach. Theo gido vién day vi cdm ndi tiéng
Carl Flesch'” trong cuén The Art of Violin Playing (Nghé
thuat choi vi cim), thi ciy dan phai dugce “dat ti trén xuong
don” va “gilr tu th€ nay bang ham dudi bén trai,” d€ tay trai
tw do di chuyén xung quanh.

Né&u ban nghi viée gitt duge thit gi d6 & vi tri gitta xuong
don va ham dudi bén trai that 1a kho chiu, thi ban dGng roi
dédy. Thém nita ban phai git cho cdm ciing do va nhiing cai
kep bang kim loai dam vao ¢6 ban, két qua la ban sé c6 mot

17 Carl Flesch (1873 — 1944): Nghé sy d6ng thdi 1a gido vién day vi cam.
Ong sinh ra ¢ Hungary, sau d6 d3 sinh séng & nhidu noi trén thé gisi
nhu Ao, Phap, Pitc, Anh...
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“vét nho vi cam” sung vi, do tdy ¢ ngay dudi cim ma hiu
hét nhitng ngudi choi vi cdm déu cb, va thim chi né con
dugce xem nhu la mét ddu hiéu danh dy nita kia.

Roi dén “4m di¢u” — c6 nghia la ban choi dtng dén dau
— day 1a mot 1y do khién t6i nghi choi vi cam kho hon choi
duong cam, chi it 1a v6i nhitng ngudi bat dau. Véi duong
cam, ban chi g6 vao m¢t phim va ban biét nét nao ban dang
choi 1a xong. V&i vi ¢cim, ban phai ddt ngén tay ding vao
phia bén phai trén can dan ~ néu ban xé xich 1/10 centimet
thoi, ban sé chang choi duge dung diéu nita. Mic du vi cam
chi c6 bon day, nhung noé c6 thé dua ra téi 53 nét khiac nhau
do bang d6 16n cua nira cung — va con vo van sic thai am
thanh dugec tao ra bang cach sir dung cac day khac nhau va
ky thuat diéu khién cay vi. Nguoi ta thudng noi rang vi cam
¢6 th& nam bat duge moi cam xic, va dé chinh 1a nhac cy
gan gii nhat v4i tiéng noi cua con ngudi.

Mot diém chung gitta duong cdm va vi cam ~ giita ching
v6i nhau cling nhu véi nhiéu mén thé thao khac — d6 la ban
khong thé choi hay d€n muc thing hoa néu ban khong that
sy thoai mai. Ban khong thé c6 dugce mét cii giao bong chét
ngudi khi choi quan vgt hodc ném bong chay that xa néu
ban khéng dugc tha 1ong tay; ban ciing khéong thé dua ra
duge nhiing am thanh ngot ngao khi choi vi ¢cdm néu ban
cam cay vi qua chit hodc xiét chit vao day ~ dfng tac nay
chinh 14 nguyén nhan dua dén nhitng am thanh rin rit ghé
rgn. Thay Shugart thudng noéi véi Lulu, “Tudng tugng rang
em la con bap bé nhoi bang gié. Nhe nhom va dé chiu, va
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chang c6 lo lang gi trén doi. Em hay tha long canh tay cia
em di, nhu khong trong lugng viy... Hay d€ cho lye hit lam
moi viéc... TSt roi, Luly, tét 1am.”

Con & nha, t6i hét 1én: “THU GIAN! Thay Shugart ndi 1a
BUP BE VAI co ma!” Téi lubén 8 ging hét sitc d& nhéc lai
quan diém cia thay Shugart, nhung moi tha lai qua kho
khin véi Lulu, boi sy hién dién thai qué cua t6i khién nd
kich dong va cau dién.

Mot [an, ¢ gitta chimg budi luyén tap, Lulu hét 1én, “Thoi
di, me, théi ngay di.” “Lulu, me ¢6 néi gi dau,” t6i tra 1oi,
“Me ching néi 1&i ndo ca.” “Y nghi cia me dang quiy ray
con,” Lulu néi. “Con biét ro la me dang nghi gi.”

“Me chang nghi nggi gi hét,” t6i tra 101 day tice t3i. Thyue
sy thi toi dang nghi la khuyu tay phai cua Lulu d€ qua cao,
va dong lyc cua nod sai toét ca, va nd can phat trién tiét tdu
tot hon nita.

“Me dimg suy nghi kiéu 4y nira di!” Lulu yéu cau. “Con
sé khong choi nita néu me khong chju bo suy nghi trong
dau kiéu thé di.”

Lulu ludn tim cach khiéu khich t6i. Gay ra mot cude
tranh cai la cach don gian d€ khoi phai tip luyén. Hiéu r6
diéu d6, nén t6i chang dé “cin ciu”. T6i binh tinh tra loi.
“Dugre roi. Con mudn me lam thé nao bay gio?” D€ kiém
soat t6t duge Lulu trong tinh hudng nay, thinh thoang chi
don gian la gitp xoa dju tdm trang cau kinh cua né.
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Lulu suy nghi vé diéu d6. “Me, dat tay 1én miii 5 gidy di.”
Khoanh khac nghi ngoi may mén. T6i chdp thuan, va viéc
luyén tap lai bat dau. D6 1a mét trong nhitng gidy phit hoa
hoan ém dep cua ching t6i.

T6i va Lulu ¢6 mé6i quan hé wira gan bé khiang khit lai
vira d6i nghich nhau. Khi cac ¢6 con gai con nho, téi gilt
moét file trén may tinh trong d6 t6i ghi nhitng cude dau
khau dang cha y. Pay 1a mét cude tro chuyén giita t6i va
Lulu khi né 1én bay:

Me: Lulu, ching ta la d6i ban than thiét mét cach ky la.

Lulu: Ping rdi — mét cach ky la va khung khiép.

Me: !!

% %%

Lulu: Choi di, vui di (6m cham lay Me).

Me: Me s€ ghi lai nhitng diéu con néi.

Lulu: Khong, dimg lam thé! Nghe lai sé xdu hé 1am!

Me: Me sé chép ca phan 6m &p vao day ddy.

M{t két qua t5t dep cua viée day do khac nghigt cua toi
14 Sophia va Lulu v6 cing than thiét véi nhau: hai dira dong
tam hiép luc chdng lai nguoi me dgc doan va dién cudng
cia ching. “Me dién rd6i,” t6i nghe ching thi thim vai
nhau, cudi ric rich. Nhung t6i chang thém quan tam. T6i

khong yéu &udi, giong nhu vai bac cha me phuong Tay.
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Nhu t6i van thudng noéi véi cac con: “Muc tiéu cia me khi
lam me 14 chuin bj cho cac con truge tuong lai chir khéng
phai 1a khién cugc doi cac con giong nhu cia me.”

Mot mua xuin, giam d6c cua Neighborhood Music
School dé nghj Sophia va Lulu biéu dién song tiu trong sy
kién gala dac biét chao mung ca sy opera giong nir cao
Jessye Norman, nguoi thu vai Aida trong v& nhac kich néi
tiéng cua Verdi'8. That tinh c¢, vé nhac kich yéu thich cua
cha t6i chinh 1a Aida - t6i va Jed da lam dam cuéi trong am
thanh cta Aida do Triumphal March bi€u dién — va t6i da
mai cha me t6i tir California t&i. Mdc nhimg chiéc vay hgp
nhau, cic c¢6 con giai cua téi biéu dién ban x6-nit cha
Mozart cho vi cAm va duong cam cung mi thit. Ca nhén téi
thi cho rang ban nhac nay qua gia dan véi chiing — viéc thay
d6i lién ti€p giita hai loai dan khong qué nhiéu, nghe khong
giong nhu mot cugc chuyén tro chit nao — nhung chéng ai
dé ¥, va cac ¢6 gai da choi hét sitc ron ra. Sau do, Jessye
Norman noi véi t6i, “Cac con gai chj thit tai ning — chj qua
la nguoi may man”. Xét dén cung, d6 1a vai khoanh khac —
trong s6 nhimg ngay dep nhat cudc dai t6i.

18 Giuseppe Verdi (1813 — 1910): Nha soan nhac ngudi Y, xuit hién vao
cudi giai doan lang man v&i cic vd nhac kich ndi ti€ng nhu: Rigoletto,
Otello hay Aida.
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@c ong bs ba me Trung Qudc thudng cb thé xoay
x¢ duge v&i moi diéu ma cac bac phy mau phuong Tay
khong thé lam duge. Mot [an, khi t6i con nhé — ma c6 thé
khong chi mét Tan — khi t6i xdc xuge to ra vo 1€ vdi me, bo
toi da gidan dir goi toi 1a “d6 rac rudi” bang phuong ngir
Phuc Kién cua chiing t6i. Diéu nay c6 tac dong that ky digu.
To6i cam thdy v6 cung xdu hé vé nhimg diéu minh da lam.
Nhung diéu nay khong hé ¢¢ng cham gi dén long ty trong
cua toi hay bat cit thi gi twong ty nhu thé. To6i biét chinh
xac bo toi @2 danh gia cao t6i nhu thé nao. Thye sy toi
khong h€é nghi minh la thit v6 tich sy hay cam thdy minh
giong nhu mot thit rac rudi.
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Khi da lam me, mét [an t6i cling lam diéu iy véi Sophia,
t6i goi con 1a rac rugi bang ti€ng Anh khi né cu xtr hon lao
vOi tdi. Viée ndy xay ra trong mot bira ti€c, va ngay l3p tirc
toi bj tdy chay. Mot vi khach tén 1a Marchy vo cung kho
chju, ¢4 dy phat khoc 1én va bo vé sém. Chu nha - ¢6 ban
Susan cua t6i — da c¢6 ging thanh minh thay cho t6i v&i
nhimg vi khach con lai.

“Troi oi, ¢6 chat hiéu Jam & ddy. Amy chi néi bong gié
thé thoi — phai khong nao Amy? Chi khéng thyc long coi
Sophia la ‘rac rugi’.”

“A, vang, ding thé. Nhung né ding ¢ trong ngit canh
d6,” t61 ¢0 gang giai thich. “Ngudi Trung Qudc nhip cu
chiing t6i thudng noi vay.”

“Nhung chi dau phai la ngudi Trung Qudc nhép cu,” ai
d6 nhéc nhd t6i.“PDang thé,)” t6i thira nhan. “Di nhién la
khong phai lic ndo cling vay.”

Thyc ra toi chi ¢6 ging gi® hoa khi. Nhung, viéc nay c6
hiéu qua t6t v&i Sophia.

Thye t&€ 1a cac bac phu miu Trung Quéc cé thé lam
nhitng diéu dudng nhu la khéng tuong d61 véi nguoi
phuong Tay — thim chi ca nhiing hanh d¢ng c¢6 thé dem ra
kién tung theo phap luit dugc. Nhitng ngudi me Trung
Qudc c6 thé noi vdi cac con gai cia minh riang, “Nay d6 béo
j kia — giam can ngay di.” Ngugc lai, cac bac cha me phuong
Tay lai phai 1ong vong khi néi vé van dé do, bang cach noi
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vé “stic khoe” va chang bao gid dam dung cham dén cac ti
bat dau bang chir “b” 4y. Va két qua la con cai ho van phai
dung dén liéu phap tam 1y d€ diéu trj viéc an udng bira bai
va chan ghét ban than. (C6 Ian tdi cling nghe thady m{t ong
b6 phuong Tay chic mimg ¢6 con gai da truong thanh ciaa
minh bang viéc bdo rang c6 dy “xinh dep va gioi giang
khong ngd”. Sau 46, c6 gai noi véi toi rang diéu ay khién co
dy cam thay nhu minh 1a mét th bo di vay.) Ngudi Trung
Quaéc co thé thang thimg ra 1énh cho con céi trong khi cac
ong b6 ba me phuong Tay chi cé thé yéu ciu con cii c6
gang hét sirc minh.

La ngudi Trung Quéc, cha me c6 thé noi, “P6 ludi biéng.
Tét ca ban be trong 1p déu da tién b vugt con réi.” Nguge
lai, cac bac cha me phuong Tay phai diu tranh véi nhitng
cam xuc trai nguge cua chinh minh vé thanh tich, va ¢6
gang thuyét phuc ban than rang ho ching hé thit vong vé
viéc con cai minh da bj loai ra sao.

Toi da suy nghi rat lung trong thdi gian dai vé viée cac
ong b6 ba me Trung Qudc c6 the thoat khoi nhitng di€éu ho
lam thé& nao. T6i nghi c¢6 ba khac biét 16n vé hé tu tudng
gilra cac bac cha me Trung Qudc va phuong Tay.

Thir nhdt, toi thay rang cac bac phy mau phuong Tay lo
lang thai qua vé long ty trong cta con cai ho. Ho lo vé viée
con cai ho sé cam thay thé€ nao néu chling that bai trong
viéc gi d6, va ho ludn ludn ¢6 ging cam doan vai con cai
rang ching gioi giang ra sao, cho du két qua cta mt bai
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ki€ém tra hay mét budi bi€u dién c6 xoang xinh di nita. Noi
cach khac, cac 6ng bé ba me phuong Tay luén lo lang vé
mit tinh than cua con cai minh. Con cic bac phy méiu
Trung Quéc thi khong. Ho coi trong sirc manh, chir khong
phai sy yéu dudi, va két qua 1a ho cu xir khéc han.

Vi duy, néu mot dira tré vé nha véi mot bai kiém tra duge
diém A trir (-), mot ddng phu mau phuong Tay rit co thé sé
hét 1oi khen nggi n6. Con ba me Trung Qudc sé ha hdc
miéng ra day kinh hai va hoi xem sai & ch6 nao. Néu da tré
duge diém B, vai bac cha me phuong Tay van c6 thé khen
ngoi. Mot vai bac phy miu phuong Tay sé bat né ngoi
xudng va trach c con, nhung ho sé cin trong d€ khong
khién dta tré cam thay bat binh hay s¢ hai, va ho sé khong
maéng con cai la “ngu xuin”, “v6 tich sy”, hay goi né 1a “mai
nhuc”. N6i mot cach kin d4o, cac bac cha me phuong Tay co
thé lo lang rang con cai ho khong thyc hién t6t bai kiém tra
hodc khong c6 nédng khi€u vé moén d6 hay la c6 gi d6 khong
On trong viéc giang day va ¢ méi trudng gido duc cua
truong. Néu diém s6 cua con cai khong tang, viéc cudi cing
ho c6 thé lam la thu x€p mét cudc gap g vdi hiéu trudng dé
bay t6 méi nghi ngai vé cach day mon hoc d6, hodc nghi
ngd nang lyc cua gido vién.

Néu mét difa tré Trung Qudc bi diém B — ma diéu nay
hdu nhu chang bao gi¢ xay ra - thi viéc dau tién sé l1a no
bung mét con gidn dir vdi gao la thét lac, vo téc bt tai.
Sau d6, ngudi me Trung Qudc dién cudng sé dua ra ca ta
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ma c6 thé t&i ca tram bai kiém tra luyén tap, va lam ching
cung v4i con cai minh dén chimg nao né dat duge diém A
mdi thoi. Cac 6ng bd ba me Trung Qudc thudng doi hoi
diém s6 hoan hao vi ho tin rang con minh c6 thé dat duge
chiing. Néu con cai ho khong dat duge diéu ky vong ay,
cac bac cha me ngudi Trung Qudc cho rang chi c6 mot ly
do vi dta tré da khong cham chi dang mire. b6 1a 1y do tai
sao giai phap cho nhitng diém sg khong dat yéu cau luén
la mang mo t&i noi, trimg phat, va ha nhyc con cai. Cac
bac cha me ngudi Frung Qudc tin rang con cai minh sé du
stc chiju dyng néi hé then va tir @6 ma tién bo hon. (Va khi
mot dfa tré Trung Qudc lam dugce diéu gi d6 gioi giang,
chiing sé nhan dugc ddy ap nhitng khen nggi khéng tiéc
161 cia cha me khi ¢ nha).

Thit hai, cac 6ng b6 ba me Trung Qudc tin ring con cai
mang on hg vé tat thay. Ly do cta diéu nay ching miy ro
rang, nhung chic chan la mét sy két hgp gitta long hiéu
thao cua Dao Khong voi thyc t€ la cac bac cha me da hy
sinh va lam rit nhiéu diéu cho con cai minh. (Va thyc t& la
cac ba me Trung Qudc nam gai ném mat, boé ra hang gio
dong hoé dai dac mét nhoai dich than kém cip, day do, khao
bai, va ki€m tra con cai). Du gi di nita, can hi€u rang tré em
Trung Quéc phai khon 16n @€ tra on bd me bang viéc ving
161 va khién ho ty hao. Ngugc lai, t6i khong nghi ngudi
phuong Tay c¢6 cung quan diém v€ moén ng trudng ky ciua
con céi voi b6 me nhur vay. Jed ¢6 quan diém hoan toan trai
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nguge véi toi, “Tré con dau c¢6 chon bé me cho minh,” ¢6
[an Jed ndéi véi t6i. “Ching thim chi con chang duge lya
chon 1a c6 ra doi hay khong nita kia. Chinh cac bac cha me
da khién chting ra doi, vi vay ho phai c¢6 trach nhiém nudi
nang chiing chit. Tré con ching ng nan gi bé me ca. Cac o6ng
b6 ba me ¢6 bén phan phai lo cho con céi cia minh.” Quan
niém kiéu nay bién t6i thanh mot thir rit té hai trong mét
cic bac phy mau phuong Tay.

Thit ba, cic bic cha me Trung Qudc tin rang ho biét ro
cai gi la tot nhit cho con cai minh, vi vy ho chiang thém
dém xia d&n mong mudn va s¢ thich cua chinh bon tré. D6
la ly do tai sao cac ¢6 con gai nguoi Trung Quéc khong thé
c6 ban trai ¢ trudng trung hoc, va tai sao tré em Trung
Quéc khong duge phép ngt qua dém & trai he. D6 cling la
ly do tai sao khong m¢t dta tré Trung Qudc nao dam noi
véi me ching ring, “Con déng mot vai trong vo kich &
trudmg! Con la Villager Thir Sau. Con phai ¢ lai trudng dé
dién tap hang ngay tir 3 gio dén 7 gid, va con ciing phai di
vao cac cudi tudn nita.” Cau Chiia cftu gitp cho bit ky dita
tré Trung Qudc nao ¢o gang lam diéu nay.

Xin ditng higu TAm tai: Didu d6 khdng c¢6 nghia 1 cac bc
phy mau Trung Qudc khong quan tdm dén con cai ho. Ma
ngugc lai hoan toan. Ho sin sang tir bo tat ca moi tht vi
con cai minh. D4y chi 1a mgt ki€u day dé con cai hoan toan
khéac biét ma théi. T6i suy nghi vé vdn d€ nay nhu ngudi
Trung Qudc, nhung t6i biét rat nhiéu bic cha me khong
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phai 1a ngudi Trung Quéc — thudng 1a ngudi Han Quéc, An
D¢, hodc Pakistan — ciling c6 tu tuéng giéng nhu vy, vi vay
¢6 thé d6 1a mot van dé cua ngudi nhdp cu. Hodc ¢6 theé la
sy két hgp gitta ngudi nhdp cu véi vai nén van hoa khac.

Jed lai dugce nudi day theo mét ki€u rat khac. Ca bo lan
me Jed déu khong phai nguai nhip cu. Sy va Florence cung
sinh ra va 16mn 1én & gan Scranton, Pennsylvania, trong mot
gia dinh Do Thai chinh thdng nghiém khéc. Ca hai déu méat
me twr khi ¢on nho, déu c6 tudi tho dau budn va khong may
dé chju. Sau khi 14y nhau, ho lép tlte roi khoi Pennsylvania
ngay khi c6 thé, cudi cung da on dinh cufc song ¢
Washington — Jed va cac anh trai chi gai déu l6n 1én & day.
Khi lam cha me, Sy va Florence quyét dinh sé cho con cai
khong gian riéng va duge ty do, thit ma ho khéng c¢6 duge
khi con nho. Ho tin tuéng vao lya chon ca nhan va gia tri
cua dc lap, sang tao cling nhu nhimg doi hoi vé quyén han
trong mét chimg muytc nao do.

D6 1a mot thé giGi khac han véi thé gigi cia cha me t6i.
B6 me Jed cho phép anh Iya chon viéc anh mudn hay
khong muén choi vi cam (anh &y da tr chéi va gig thi héi
han) va coi anh &y nhu mét ngudi truong thanh cé6 quan
di€m riéng. Cha me t6i khong bao gi¢ cho téi bat ky lua
chon nao, va khong bao gid hoi y kién t6i vé bit cir diéu gi.
Hang nam, b6 me Jed d€ cho anh dugc vui choi suét ca
mua he véi anh trai va chi gai ¢ mét ngoi nha thugc ving
thon qué duge goi la H6 Pha 1é (Crystal Lake); Jed noi
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rang d6 la quang thai gian tuyét voi nhit trong cudc doi
minh, va ching t6i ¢0 gang dua Sophia va Lulu t6i H6 Pha
1é khi nao c6 thé. Trai lai, t6i lai phai mang theo may tinh
da dugc lap trinh — toi ghét mua hé. (Katrin ciing vay. b6
la c6 em gai kém t6i bay tudi va la ban tim giao cua toi, rit
gioi 13p trinh mdy tinh, da phai ngdu nghién hét cac loai
sach vé ngir phap va ty hoc cdc mau ciu @€ giét thai gian).
BG me Jed c6 khi€u thdm my tot va tai nghé riéng. Con
cha me t6i thi khong. B6 me Jed chi tra mét phan chi
khong phai 1a tat ca chi phi hoc tip cua anh dy. Con cha
me t6i thi ludn chi tra tit ca, nhung ho ludn tréng doi
dugc chdm séc, @61 xir kinh trong va tan tim tir con cai khi
ho gia ca. B6 me Jed thi, di nhién, chang bao gi¢ ¢6 niém
hy vong d6 ca.

BO me Jed thudng di nghi ma khong dem con cai theo.
Ho di du lich cing ban bé t&i nhimg noi day nguy hiém
kiéu nhu Guatemala (noi day ray nhitng ké bat coc téng
tién), Zimbabwe (noi ngudi ta van con san bat hai lugm),
hay Borobudur, hoic Indonesia (noi ho da nghe dugc
gamelan). Cha me t6i khong bao gig di nghi ma khong cé
con.cai cung di, diéu d6 c6 nghia la ching t6i nghi & trong
nhitng nha nghi ré tién. Thém nira, timg 1dn 1én & cic nude
dang phat trién, b6 me t6i khong bao gio dén Guatemala,
Zimbabwe, hay Borobudur du thim chi néu c6 ai d6 dé
nghi chi tra cho hg; thay vi d6 ho t6i cac nuéc chau Au, noi
duge cac Chinh phu bao h4.
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Mic du téi va Jed khong ban bac dit khoat vé viée nay,
nhung vé co ban ching t6i duy tri cach nuéi day con cai cua
ngudi Trung Qudc trong gia dinh. C6 mot vai ly do vé
chuyén nay. Th nhit, gidng nhu nhiéu ba me khac, chu
yéu 1 t6i thyc hién cong viée day do con céi, diéu nay khién
cach day db cua t6i chiém uu thé hon. Du t6i va Jed co
chung ngheé nghiép va t6i cling ban ching kém gi anh dy &
Yale, nhung t6i méi 1a nguoi phai don déce cac con lam bai
tap vé nha, luyén tiéng me dé va tap tat thay cic ban nhac
cho ca duong cim lan vi ¢im. Thit hai, ngoai trir quan diém
cua t6i, Jed ung ho viéc nuoéi day con cai nghiém khic. Anh
thudng phan nan vé nhimg gia dinh ma cac 6ng bs ba me
khoéng bao gid ndi “khong” véi con cai — hoidc 1a té hon, noi
“khong” nhung lai budc chiing phai tuan theo. Nhung trong
khi rat gioi viéc néi “khéng” voi hai ¢6 con gai, anh lai
chédng hé kién quyét v4i ching. Anh ching bao gio ép bugc
nhimg viéc nhu choi dan néu ching da tir chéi. Anh thuong
chang hé biét lya chon nao la ding dan cho cic con. Va khi
do, t6i xuat hién.

Nhung chic chin diéu quan trong nhét, ching t6i bi gan
vOi “phuong thitc” Trung Qudc nay bdi nhiing két qua dén
sém t&1 mirc kho c6 thé chai cai. Cac bac phu mau khéc hoi
han lién tyc vé bi mat cua ching t6i. Sophia va Lulu 1a nhiing
dta tré guong miu. O chdn dong ngudi, chiing rat 1& phép,
biét quan tam, biét viéc, va noéi ning diu ra ddy. Chang la

nhitng hoc sinh hang A, va Sophia vurgt xa cic ban cling 16p
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dén hai ndm vé mon toan. Ching ciing néi trdi chay tiéng
quan thoai. Va tat ca moi nguoi déu kinh ngac truée kha
nang choi nhac ¢6 dién cua ching. N6i mt cach ngén gon,
chiing giéng hét mot hinh mau tré em Trung Qudéc.

Nhung ciing khong hoan toan vdy. Lan dau tién ching
t6i cling cac con vé Trung Qudc ndm 1999. Sophia va Lulu
déu téc nau, mat niu, va chidng mang mét nét dic trumg
chau A nao; nhumg chiing déu néi tiéng Trung. Sophia in
duge tit ca cac mon lue pha ngill tang cua tat ca cac loai
sinh vat — chén vit, tai lgn, ¢ bién — mjt trong nhitng dic
diéin nhan dang ngudi Trung Qudc bi chi trich & khap noi
trén thé gigi. O tit ca moi noi chiing ti dén trén dat Trung
Qudc, tham chi ca thanh phé qudc t€ Thugng Hai, cac con
gai toi déu thu hit duge sy hiéu ky ctia ddm d6ng ngudi dia
phuong, ho nhin ching cham cham, cudi ric rich, va chi
tro vao “hai con bé ngudi nudc ngoai noi ti€ng Trung
Qudc”. O Trung tim Chin nudi Giu tric Chengdu
(Chengdu Panda Breeding Center) tai tinh T# Xuyén,
trong khi chting t6i chyup anh bon giu tric mim mim md&i
sinh — hong hao, co rim, nhitng sinh vat nhu au tring that
hi€m khi s6ng s6t — thi nhimg khach du lich ngudi Trung
Quéc chyp anh Sophia va Lulu.

Vai thang sau, khi da tr¢ lai New Haven, nhan mét [an
toi dang chi dan cho Sophia nhu cach m6t ngusi Trung
Qudc thuong lam, né ngat 51 toi: “Me i — con dau phai
nguol Trung Qubde.”
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“Co cht, con la nguai Trung Qudc ma.”

“Khong dau me i — me la nguoi duy nhit nghi nhu thé
d4dy. Chéng ai ¢ Trung Qudc nghi con la nguai Trung Quéc.
Ma ciing ching ai & My coi con la ngudi Trung Quéc ludn.”

biéu nay khién t6i lo ling v6 cung, nhung cudi cung toi
néi véi con: “A, tit ca déu nhim day con a. Con 1a ngudi
Trung Quéc.”

Sophia ¢6 co hoi tham gia biéu dién trong mét sy kién
4m nhac 16n d4u tién nim 2003 khi chién thang trong Cudc
thi Concerto & New Haven danh cho tudi lén 10, va gianh
dugc quyén biéu dién djc tdu duong cam cing dan nhac tré
New Haven tai Battell Chapel cua dai hoc Yale. T6i sung
suong phat dién. T6i viét mot bai vé Sophia dang trén to
bao dia phuong, va sau d6 cat bai bao déng khung treo 1én.
T6i moi hon mot tram ngudi téi dy budi hoa nhac va t6
chirc mot bira tiéc hoanh trang. T6i mua cho Sophia chiéc
vay dai dau tién trong doi va ddi giay méi. Ong ba ndi ngoai
déu dén ca; truGe ngay bi€u dién, me t6i vao bép lam ca
tram chiéc ha cao, con Florence thi chun bi téi hang may
can ca h6i mudi.

Trong khi d6, & “mit tran” luyén tdp, ching t6i bat
dau ting téc. Sophia sé biéu dién ban Rondo cho dan
duong cdm va dan nhac & cung Ré trudng, mot trong
nhitng ban nhac niang cao nhit véi nguoi soan nhac.
Mozart lic ndo ciing khé nhin. Am nhac cia dng ndi
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tiéng la sinh d¢ng, khac thuong, s6i néi, va khong phai
rang sitc — toan nhimg tir gieo ndi kinh hoang cho hau
hét nhac sy. biéu nay chimg to mét diéu la chi ¢6 nhing
nguoi rat tré hogc da gia mai co thé choi nhac Mozart t6t
dugce: nhitng nguoi rét tré boi vi ho chang can biét gi ca,
con la nguoi gia boi vi ho chang c¢dn ¢6 gang d€ giy 4n
tugng vai ai lam gi nita. Ban Rondo ma Sophia sé choi la
thtr &m nhac Mozart kinh d&ién. Thay gido cua Sophia,
Michelle, néi véi né riang, “Khi em choi nhitng doan
Rulat va cac cho lay, hay nghi dén rugu champagne hoic
nude x6-da cua Y, tat ca bot nude déu sui tim hét trén
bé mat.”

Sophia du sitc d6i mat véi bat ky thir thach nao. Con
bé sang da la ling, véi nhitng ngén tay mém déo nhung
linh hoat. Nhung, hon hét thay, n6 luén nghe theo moi
diéu toi ndi.

Khi d9, t6i tré thanh mét sy quan huan luyén. T6i phan
nho ban Rando, khi thi theo cac doan, khi thi theo muc
dich. Ching t6i mit mét gio chi tap trung vao phat am ro
rang (lam ro6 cac nét), réi dén nhip ¢ (véi may nhip), tiép
d6 1a cudng 49 (6n ao, ém dju, crescendo/manh dan,
decrescendo/nhe ddn), roi dén phan nhijp (dinh huéng cac
dong nhac), vin van va vin van. Hang tuin troi, ching toi
tap luyén t6i t8i khuya moéi ngay. Téi khong tiéc nhimmg 1o
gat gong, va tham chi con trg nén thoé bao khi d6i mat
Sophia mong nude.
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Cudi cung ngay vi dai cling dén, t6i @t nhién do dan hét
ca ngudi; toi khong thé nao diéu khién duge ban than nita.
Nhung Sophia lai c6 vé hing khai. O Battell Chapel, khi
Sophia buéc ra san khiu cii chao d€ biéu dién ban doc tau,
con bé nd mot ny cudi rang rd, va toi chi c6 thé nadi la no
dang hanh phic. Khi Sophia biéu dién ban nhac — duéi
vom la sam cua cay s6i c6 thy, trong no that nho bé va can
dam bén cdy dan — trai tim t6i that lai boéi moét con dau
khong con cd.

Sau d6, ban bé va ca nhimg ngugi khong quen biét ua ra
chic mimg t6i va Jed. Ho néi rang man trinh dién cua
Sophia thét hip dan, nd choi dan v6 cung duyén dang va
diéu luyén. Mot dong nghiép cua Michelle n6i véi ching
toi, Sophia ro rang la mét dién hinh Mozart roi, va c6 iy
chua bao gig dugce nghe ban Rondo trong sang va sinh dong
dén vay. Larry, giam ddc cua truong am nhac Neighbor-
hood Music School néi v6i t6i: “Hién nhién 1a Sophia vui
sudng roi. Ban khong th€ choi hay nhu thé néu ban khong
hanh phic.”

Vi vai 1y do, 16i nhan xét cua Larry khién t6i nhé lai
mdt tinh huéng tir may nim trude, khi Sophia méi chi bat
dau hoc choi dan, nhung t6i da thac bach né that néng né.
Jed phat hién ra vai ddu hiéu buén cudi & ciy dan, trén
l6p g6 xudt hién nhimg vét gidng nhu mét nira chir C. Khi
héi Sophia vé ching, con bé c6 vé haoi 16i, né thoai thac
bang cau hoi: “BG noi gi co?”
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Jed cli nguoi xudng va ki€m tra lai cin thin hon. Jed
chim rai bao: “Sophia, nhimg v&t nay co 1€ la vét
rang chang?”

Hoba ra ding thé& thit. Sau khi hoi han ky hon, Sophia —
lic 4y chac chi mdi 1én sau — thu nhan la né thudng can vao
cay dan. Khi Jed giai thich la cay dan 14 d6 vat dat nhat ma
ching t6i co6, Sophia hira la s€ khong lam thé nira. T6i
khong ro tai sao nhan xét cua Larry lac d6 lai goi lai chi tiét
iy trong tam tri t6i. |
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“CHU LUA TRANG BE BONG”

@éy la mot cau chuyén ung hé sy ép bugc theo kiéu
ciia ngudi Trung Qudc. Lulu khi &y khoang lén bay, van
dang choi ca hai loai nhac cu va dang tip choi duong cdm
ban nhac “Chu la trang bé bong” ctia nha soan nhac ngudi
Phép Jacques Ibert!. Ban nhac nay rit nhe nhang dé nghe
— ban c6 thé tudng tugng ra mét con lira trang bé bong di
nudc kigu vong quanh xir x& cing v6i 6ng chu cua minh -
nhung noé that kho vé cung ddi véi nhimg ngudi choi dan
nho tudi bai vi hai tay phai choi theo cac nhip diéu hoan
toan khac nhau.

19 Jacques Ibert (1890 — 1962): Nha soan nhac ngudi Phap, éng theo hoc
nhac tir khi con rit nho tai Nhac vién Paris va da gianh duge nhimg giai
thudng cao nhat tai day.
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Lulu khong tai nao lam noéi. Ching t6i tdp khong ngimg
nghi trong sudt mét tuan trgi, tach ra luyén ting tay mot,
hét [an nay dén lan khac. Nhung ¢ dé€n khi nao ching toi
¢6 ging luyén choi ca hai tay mét lic, thi tay nay lai khong
thé hoa nhip véi tay kia, va moi thir lai rdi rac hét ca. Cudi
cung, tru§c ngay tra bai, Lulu gian dit bao ring né chiu
thua va giam chan binh bjch.

“Quay tro lai tip dan ngay”. T6i ra lénh.
“Me khong bét con tap duge dau”.
“Oi troi, me sé bit con tap ngay ddy.”

Quay lai cdy dan, Lulu tra dda t6i. N6 ddm vao phim
dan, d3p lung tung, r6i da. N6 giat ban nhac va xé tan ra
thanh nhiéu manh. Téi kién nhan dan lai ban nhac va cho
vao ti nhyra bao vé dé khong bao gio bj xé vyn Ian nita. R6i
t61 161 ngdi nha bip bé cta Lulu ra 6 t6 va noi véi no la toi
sé ting cho Doi Citu t€, timng chiéc tig chi€c mét néu nd
khong chai duge ban “Chi lira trang bé bong” hoan hao vao
ngay hom sau. Lic Lulu bao, “Con tudng la me sé di dén
Do citu t&€ co ma, tai sao me van ¢ ddy?” Toi doa Lulu la sé
khéng cho né in trua ciing nhu n t&i, ciing ching c6 qua
Giang sinh hay nhan dip Hanukkah nao hét, khéng cb ca
tiéc mimg sinh nhét trong vong hai, ba va ca dén bén nam
nita kia. Khi Lulu van choi sai, t6i ndi voi con bé rang nd
dang c¢d tinh khién ban than tré thanh ké dién loan, vi

trong sau tham con bé rit s¢ hai 1a minh khong thé lam
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duge diéu d6. T6i bao né dung 6 ludi biéng nita, bo qua
thoi hén nhat di, khong duge chi biét ¢6 rong choi, va to ra
dang thuong nira.

Jed kéo t6i qua mt bén. Anh 4y bao téi dimg ¢6 si nhuc
Lulu nita — t5i ¢6 lam nhu th& bao gio dau, t6i chi thuc giuce
con bé thoéi ddy chir — va rang anh 4y nghi 1a de doa Lulu
nhu vay chang dem lai ich lgi gi. Anh 4y cling néi, c6 thé
Lulu that sy khong th€ thyc hién duge ky thuit d6 - ¢6 1é
con bé khong c6 duge sy phdi hgp nay — tdi ¢6 cdn nhac
dén kha nang nay khong?

Toi két toi Jed: “Anh d3a khéng tin tudng vao con
chit nao.”

“V§& van thit. Puong nhién 13 anh tin tudng & con chit.”
Jed noéi day khinh thj.

“O cung tudi ddy, Sophia da c6 thé choi ban nhac
nay roi.”

“Nhung Lulu va Sophia hoan toan khic nhau.” Jed
nhic t6i.

“O khong, khong phai thé,” t6i n6i, dwa mét nhin quanh.
“M6i ngudi déu c6 phim chit nao d6 cia riéng minh.” T61
nhai lai day cham biém. “Thim chi ca nhimg ké that bai
cling ¢6 phim riéng cua ho. Khong phai lo lang dau, anh
khong phai djng tay vao viéc nay. Em sé lam duge mién la
né chiu tip, va em rat vui long tré thanh nguoi bi ghét bo.
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Con anh c6 thé duge yéu quy vi luén cho chiing an banh

ngot va dan chung di choi tro Yankees.”

Toi xan tay 4o 1én va quay tr¢ lai ché Lulu. Téi st dyng
moi vl khi va chién thuét nghi ra dugc. Ching t6i tap mdt
mach qua bira t6i t61 tan dém, va t6i khéng cho Lulu roi
khéi ché, khong udng nude, va tham chi khong ca vao nha
vé sinh. Ngbi nha trd thanh bai chién truong, va téi lac
giong gao thét, nhung dudng nhu van chang c6 chit tién bg
nao, va tham chi t6i bat dau hoai nghi.

R6i, hoan toan bit ngd, Lulu choi duge. Hai tay cua nd
dot nhién lai ph6i hgp duge cung nhau — tay trai va tay
phai choi ding duge nhip diéu cua minh khéng hé vip vap
— ding nhu n6 phai la nhu thé.

Lulu cling thay diéu d6 ngay lac t6i cam nhan duge. T6i
nin thd. Con bé rut ré tht lai TAn ntra. R61 né choi tu tin
hon va nhanh hon, va choi duge ding giai diéu d6. Mot lat
sau, Lulu rang r& mim cudi: “Me oi, me thidy khong — that
la dé dang!” Sau d6, Lulu mudn choi di choi lai ban nhac dé
va chang radi cay dan. Dém d6, Lulu ngu véi t6i, ching toi
nam sat va om chit 14y nhau, va con tan duong nhau nira.
Khi Lulu biéu dién ban nhac “Cht lira trang bé bong” trong
budi biéu dién sau d6 vai tuan, cha me t6i dé€n gan t6i va
néi rang, “That la mgt ban nhac tuyét voi cho Lulu — rat
can trudng, giong nhu Lulu v3y.”

Tham chi, Jed con khen nggi t61 vi vy nay nita. Cac bac
cha me phuong Tay lo nghi rat nhiéu vé long tu trong cua
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con cai. Nhung khi lam cha me, mét trong nhitng diéu t€ hai
nhét ban c6 thé lam véi long ty trong cta con cai minh la dé€
mic cho ching dau hang. N6i mét cach hai huge thi khong gi
t6t hon d€ xay dyng long tin hon la luyén tap nhitng gi trong
kha ndng cua ban trong khi ban nghi la minh khéng thé.

T4t ca nhitng cuén sach mdi mé dang c6 hién nay déu
miéu ta cac ba me chiu A nhu nhitng ngusi day muu mé,
tan nhan, vat kiét sitc ngudi, hoan toan dimg dung truée so
thich that sy cua con cai minh. Vé phia ho, nhiéu ngusi
Trung Quéc am tham tin tudng ring ho quan tim dén con
cai nhiéu hon va san sang hy sinh cho chiing nhiéu hon so
vOl nguoi phuong Tdy — nhitng ngudi duong nhu chip
nhan hoan toan viéc € mgc cho con céi trd thanh hu hong.
T61 nghi c¢6 mgt sy hi€u nhdam giira hai bén. T4t ca cac bac
cha me binh thud¢ng déu muén lam nhitng diéu tét dAep
nhit cho con cai cia minh. Ngudi Trung Quéc chi ¢6 quan
di€m khac biét vé cach thyc hién ma thoi.

Cac bic cha me phuong Tay ¢d ging ton trong sd thich
c nhin cua con cai, khuyén khich chiing theo dudi niém
dam mé dich thyc cua minh, ung h¢ lya chon cua chang, va
dem sy ung hd nhiét tinh vao mdi trudng thuin lgi nhéit
cho chiing. Nguge lai, ngudi Trung Qudc tin rang cach tot
nhit d€ bao vé con cai minh 14 chuin bj truéc cho tuong lai
cta chiing, d€ cho chiing thiy minh c6 kha nang gi, va trang
bj cho chiing cac ky ning, théi quen lao ddng, va sy ty tin
ma khong ai ¢ thé tude doat duge.
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Lulu va ngudi me 1dm chiéu trong phong khéach san
(v6i bang ghi am trén ti vi)

g Ellu tha dai. Téi dang lai xe dua cac con t&i truong
trong tam trang that toi té. Sophia vira m&i nhac t6i la Lé
h$i Trung cb 16p sdu cua n6 dang téi gan, va chang co gi

lam t6i ghét hon tat ca nhimg 1€ hi voi lai cac dé tai ma
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cic trudng tu ludn bay ra. Thay vi bat bon tré hoc hanh tir
sach v, cac trudng tur lai sudt ngay géng sirc bién viéc hoc
hanh thanh tro vui, khién cac 6ng b6 ba me phai lam hét
moi viée.

Vi dé tai Ho chiéu Vong quanh The gidi cua Luluy, t6i da
chuin bj mét mén &n cua ngudi Ecuado (thjt ga hdm bén
tiéng dong hd trong nodi ddt, dung véi chudi chién), dyng
trong mot mén d6 tao tac cua Ecuado (mot con lac da
khong buéu cua Bolivia; nhung ching ai biét sy khac biét
ndy ca), va kifm duge mot ngudi gdc Ecuado cho Lulu
phong van (mét sinh vién da t6t nghiép ma t6i chiéu mé
duge). Cong viée cua Lulu 1a lam “hd chiéu” — mot to gidy
gap lai lam tu va duge ghi 1a “H$ chi€u” — trinh bay vé 1é
héi dm thye qudc t€, md ta cdc mén dn cua mét trdm qude
gia, mdi moén da duge cac 6ng bd, ba me chuin bj san.

Nhung thé van chua sinh duge véi L€ héi Trung co,
danh dau ndm hoc thi sau. Theo d6, méi hoc sinh phai co
mét trang phuc ty may thoi trung 6, by d6 khong thé di
thué 1én it & dau d6 hodc tréng qua dat tién. Mol hoc sinh
phai mang dé€n mgt mén an thai trung ¢d duge ndu nudng
dang kiéu thdi trung ¢6. Cudi cliing, méi hoc sinh phai xay
dyng mot ngdi nha thai trung co.

Vi vy ma toi méi quau c¢¢ nhu vdy vao sdng ngay hém
d06, ¢6 ging tinh toan xem thué kién tric su ndo — va lam
thé nao dé chic rang d6 khéng phai 1a bd me mdt hoe sinh
nao d6 — Lulu lai thé dai [an nira, dai dang dic ludn.
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“Ban Maya cua con that 1a may man,” né néi diy thém
mudn, “Ban ay c6 rit nhiéu vat nudi. Hai con vet, mét con
cho, va ca mqgt con c4 vang.”

T6i chang tra loi. T6i van dang suy nghi vé van dé
cua Sophia.

“Va hai con chugt lang.”

“Co6 thé€ vi th€ nén ban dy van chi dang tdp vi cdm &
Quyén Mot.” Toi tra 1oi. “Vi ban 4y ban ron véi viée chim
so¢ thi cung ma.”

“Uéc gi con c6 mdt con.”

“Con c6 mot con roi ddy théi.” Téi ngat loi. “Chi€c vi
cam chinh la vt cung cua con day.”

T6i chua bao gid 1a ngudi thich dong vat, va khong co
con vat nudi nao khi con nhé. T6i chua tirng lam mot cude
khao sat ti mi nghiém tdc, nhung t6i doan ring da phian
nhitng gia dinh Trung Qudc nhép cu & My déu khong c6 tha
nudi. Cac biac cha me Trung Qudc qua ban rjn véi viée
giam sat chdt ché con cai thay vi dau tir thai gian va cong
sitc @8 nudi thi cung. Lai nita, ho ciing thudng chit ché
trong viéc tién bac — cha t6i ting di mét d6i giay sust tam
nam trgi — va nhu viy thi viée nuéi mét con vat nao d6é qua
la m¢t diéu xa xi. Cudi cung, ngudi Trung Qudc cé quan
diém khac hdn vé d9ng vit, dic biét la loai cho.
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Trong khi & phuong Tay, ché tir 1au duge coi la nguoi
ban trung thanh, thi ¢ Trung Qudc ching 1a mft moén an
thong dung. Néi ra diéu nay c6 thé gay kho chiu cho mei
ngudi vi ¢6 cam giac nhu béi nho dan tdc, nhung tiéc thay
d6 lai 1a sy that. Thit chd, dac biét 1a choé con, duge coi la
mot mén cao luong my vi & Trung Qudc, va tham chi con &
ca Han Qudc nira kia. T6i khong bao gid dn thit cho ca. Toi
thich Lassie. Ch{i ch6é Nero thong minh va trung thanh cia
Caddie Woodlawn da tim dugc dudng tir Boston vé t6i
Wisconsin, 12 mét trong nhimg nhan vét yéu thich cta téi.
Nhung c¢6 sy khac biét 16n gitra viéc khong an thit ché véi
nuéi mgt chi cho, va ching bao gio toi ¢6 mot y nghi may
may nao la s€ nudi mét chd choé trong nha ching téi ca. Toi
chi da khong nhan ra mét diéu.

Trong thaoi doan dy, nhitng budi luyén tap vi cdm cua toi
v6i Lulu ngay cang khoé khan hon. “Dung c6 de doa con nira
di.” N6 noi. “Me khién con nhdé t61 Chua t€ Voldermort2o,
Con khong thé choi duge néu me dimng sat con thé nay.”

Khong nhu cic bac cha me phuong Tay, viée khién bon
tré lién tugng t&éi Chia té€ Voldemort ching anh hudng gi
dén toi. T6i chi ¢d gang gilr duge tap trung. “Tap thém chat
it nira théi gitp me, Lulu.” Téi thuyét phyuc né. “Mat chit

20 Chia té Voldemort 12 nhin vit phan dién chinh trong b truyén Harry
Potter cua nha van J. K. Rowling. Voldemort 13 trum phu thuy hac am
nhit, néi s¢ hai khing khi€p nhit ciia thé gidi phu thay.
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nay nhé: con choi lai doan nay, nhung Ian nay gii cho tié€ng
réo rat that hoan hao vao. Va chéc rang con chuyén thit
ngot t&r doan mét sang doan ba nhé. Va nhé 1a st dung ca
cly vi, vi doan nay choi cyec manh, va chi str dung mot phan
cdy vi khi choi nhanh & doan cudi. Thém nira, dimg quén
gilt ngdn tay cai bén phai gdp xudng, va ngon tay Gt bén trai
cong lai. Tiép tyc nao — choi di.”

Lulu nhim nhan néi khong lam. Dén khi t6i cau dién
lén, thi no lai than nhién bao, “Con xin 16i? Me mudn con
choi lai chd nao a?”

T6i nhac lai cac chi dan thém [an nira, Lulu gay rdt manh
vao céc sg¢i day nhu thé la n6é dang choi dan banjo? vay.
Hoac t€ hon, con bé bat dau lac I cay dan xung quanh nhu
mot cai thong long cho dén khi t6i quat thao am 1 1én. Khi
tdi bao n6 dtmng thing ngudi va cam cay dan 1én, thi ¢6 Jan
nd lan dung ra san va gia nhu da chét véi cai luGi the dai ra
ngoai. Va ludn Iudn 13p lai diép khic vinh cuu: “Ching ta
ngung tap dugce chua?”

Tuy nhién ciing c6 nhimg Ian, Lulu t6 vé thich tha véi
viéc luyén dan. Sau khi luyén tap véi t6i xong, con bé con
mudn ty choi mot minh thém nita, quén ca thai gian, va

21 Pan banjo: dan gay ¢6 bén hodc nim diy kim loai, hdp céng huong
hinh tron, can dai, mit bung da thudc. Pan banjo dau tién do nhirng nd
1é da den tai chdu My lam ra, mo phong loai nhac cu cua qué huwong ho
truge diy. Ngdy nay, dan banjo 1a mdt nhac cu rat duge wa ding cho thé
loai nhac d6ng qué va nhac blue.
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khién ngoi nha tran ngap nhitng giai diéu dep dé. Con bé
con doi duge mang cdy dan tdi trudng, roi trg vé nha day
xtic d9ng va vui sudng sau budi dan cho ca 16p nghe. Hay
la chay bay ra ché t6i dang ngoi bén chiéc may tinh k& lé:
“Me di, me doan xem bé yéu thich nhat cua con trong am
nhac cta Back 1a gi di!” T6i ¢6 gang doan — thyc t€ thi toi
thudng doan ding khoang 70% — va Lulu thuong hoi “Sao
me lai biét?” hoic la “Khéng, d6 1a bé nay co — n6 khong
hay sao me?”

Néu nhitng sy kién nay khéng dién ra vao khoang thoi
gian d6, chac chan 12 ti da tir bo roi. Hodc la khong thé dam
duong néi. Nhung du thé nao, nhu khi Sophia choi duong
cam, tdi tran tré hy vong vao Lulu v&i cdy vi cdm. T61 mudn
con bé chién thang trong cudc thi bi€u dién concerto vi dai &
New Haven, nhu vdy né ciing c¢6 thé choi nhu mot nghé sy
ddc tau tai Battell Chapel. T6i mudn con bé trd thanh nguoi
chi huy dan nhac cua dan nhac tré tuyét voi nhét. T6i muén
con bé tré thanh nghé sy vi cdm xuat sic nhit quéc gia — va
d6 mdi chi la bat d4u. Toi biét d6 1a cach duy nhat d€ Lulu ¢6
thé hanh phic. Vi vy Lulu cang lam mat thdi gian bao nhiéu
— cai cun vdi t6i, mién cudng tap luyén hay la bay tro linh
tinh — t6i cang bat né tip nhiéu hon. “Chang ta sé phai tip
ban nhac nay ngay,” t6i néi vai con bé, “thoi gian luyén tép
nhu thé nao tuy thudc vao con. Ching ta s€ tap dén tan nira
dém néu cin thiét phai lam nhu thé.” Va thi thoang ching
t6i phai lam thé& that.

-100 -



CADENZA

M4t chiéu, Lulu bao; “Ban Daniel rat kinh ngac khi thay
con tap luyén nhiéu nhu vay. Ban dy khong tin. Con noi la
sau ti€éng mot ngay va ban da...” — va dén day, Lulu bat
chude nhu Daniel vdi cai mi€ng ha hée vi kinh ngac.

“Con chdng can phai ndi la sau tiéng dau, Lulu — ban dy
sé thay ngay la con s0 d6 sai léch thé nao. Chi la sau ti€ng
khi con bo phi mét ndm ti€ng trong sé d6 thoi.”

Lulu tang 1o di. “Daniela théy rét ti€c cho con. Ban 4y hoi
con khi nao thi con c6 thai gian cho nhitng vig¢c khac. Nhung
con bao ban la chang bao gid con c¢6 thoi gian cho nhitng
chuyén vui vé ¢4, bai vi con 1a ngudi Trung Quéc ma.”

T6i ngam chdt miéng va chang néi gi nira. Lulu luén
luén tim ki€m cac d6ng minh, gay bé kéo canh cho minh.
Nhimg t6i chang thém quan tdm. O M§, moi ngudi thudng
sé nga vé phia Lulu. Nhung t6i sé khong d€ cho nhimg thr
nhu vay thanh 4p lyc véi minh. C6 vai [an t6i thoa hi€p, va
thdy hdi tiéc vi diéu do.

Vi du nhu c6 an, t6i cho phép Sophia tham dy mdt bira
ti€c qua dém. D6 1a mot ngoai 1é. Khi t6i con nho, me t6i
thuong bao, “Tai sao con lai mudn ngu ¢ nha moét nguoi
khéac? C6 vdn dé gi véi nha minh 4?” Khi lam me, tdi cling
ddt minh vao dia vi d6, nhung Ian nay, Sophia nén ni i 6i
suét, va trong mot gidy phit yéu dudi hi€m hoi, cudi cung
t6i mém long. Sang hom sax, Sophia tro vé khong chi mét

nhoai (va khong thé nao tip dan cho ra hon dugc) ma con
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ciu gat, kho s& nira. Hoba ra la ngu ¢ ngoai chang hay ho gi
vOi hau hét bon tré — d6 chinh 1a mdt kiéu trimg phat ma
cac 6ng bd ba me vo tinh gay ra cho con cai minh qua tinh
buéng tha, dé dai ctia ho. Sau khi moi duge théng tin tu
Sophia, t6i biét dugc rang A, B, va C khong choi véi D; B
noi xau vé E khi E khong c6 & trong phong; va F cling ¢ tudi
12 thi ké 1€ sudt dém vé nhimg thanh tich ai tinh ctia minh.
Sophia khong cén thiét phai biét dugce sy xdu xa nhat cua xa
hoi phuong Tay, va toi sé khong d€ nhimg diéu v6 vi kiéu
nhu “Tré em can phai kham pha” hay 13 “Ching can duge
méc 161 [Tam” khién t6i [Am dudng lac 16i.

C6 rt nhiéu diéu ngudi Trung Qudc hanh xit khic han
véi ngudi phuong Tay, vi dy nhu cau hoi d€ duge thém
diém ching han. Mgt [dn, Lulu vé nha va khoe véi t6i vé bai
kiém tra toan ma no vira lam. Con bé néi 1a né nghi la da
lam bai kiém tra v6 cung hoan hao, diy chinh la 1y do con
bé cam thdy khong can thiét phai lam nét phin ciu hoi
thém diém nira.

T6i ldng di trong gidy lat, khong hiéu chuyén gi xay ra,
t6i hoi: “Tai sao lai khong? Tai sao con khong lam chiing?”

“Con khong mudn bj 16 mat gid ra choi.”

M4t nguyén tac co ban ctia ngudi Trung Quéc 1a ban luén
phai lam t4t ca cac phan thém diém bing bt cit gia nao.

“Tai sa0?” Lulu hoi t6i khi toi giai thich diéu nay véi né.
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V&1106i, hoi diéu nay giong nhu hoi tai sao t6i phai tha vay.
Lulu thém vao: “Chang ban nao lam n6 hét.”

“Khong dung,” t6i néi. “Me dam bao 100% la Amy va
Junno da lam phan d6..” Amy va Junno la nhitng da tré
ngudi chiu A & trong 16p cua Lulu. Va t6i da dang; Lulu
thira nhan diéu do.

“Nhung Rashad va Ian cling lam phan thém diém d6, va
cac ban 4y dau phai ngudi chau A”. Con bé néi thém.

“Ai cha! R4t nhigu ban bé da lam ph#n thém diém! Ma
me khong hé néi chi c6 ngudi chau A méi lam phan nay.
Bat ky ban nao c6 b6 me tu t€ déu biét 1a ho phai lam
phéan thém diém. Me v6 cung simg s6t, Lulu. Thay c6 sé
nghi gi vé con? Con da mai choi dén mitc bé qua phdn
thém diém?” To6i suyt phat khéc 1én. “Phan thém diém
khong phai chi la phdn lam thém. D6 chinh la diém so.
b6 ciing chinh 1a tha phan biét gitra hoc sinh gidi va hoc
sinh kém d4y.”

“Oi ~ ra choi méi thich 1am sao.” Lulu khiéu chién nhu
mot sy bung né sau cing. Nhung sau rét, Lulu ciing nhu
Sophia d3 luén lam phan thém di€m & cac bai kiém tra.
Thinh thoang, cac con géi cua t6i duge cao hon ca diém cua
bai kiém tra tir phan thém diém nay - mét diéu ngé ngin
khong bao gi¢ ¢6 & Trung Quéc. Phan thém diém 1a mot ly
do khién cic hoc sinh ngu¥i chau A gianh dugce thir hang
gioi giang khét tiéng ¢ nude My.
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Rén luyén ki€u hoc vet cling la mét vAn dé. Mot [an,
Sophia x€p thi nhi trong bai kiém tra tinh nham nhanh
ma gido vién l6p ndm cua n6 dat ra thit Sdu hang tuan.
Con bé thua m¢@t ban trai ngudi Han Quéc — Yoonseok.
Suét tudn sau do, toi toi, to6i bat Sophia lam t&i 20 bai
ki€m tra luyén tip phan d6 (v4i khoang 100 phép toan
méi bai), toi tinh gid cho con bé bang mot chi€ec dong hod
b&m gi¢. Cudi cung, con bé ludn luén ding dau 1gp. Khé
than Yoonseok. Thang bé da quay tré lai Han Quéc cung
v6i gia dinh, nhung chéac chan khong phai vi nhimg bai
ki€m tra tinh nhanh dau.

Luyén tap nhiéu hon nhitng ngudoi khac cting 1a Iy do
khié&n tré em chau A vigt tréi & nhitng nhac vién hang dau.
D6 1a cach thie Lulu gay 4n tugng v4i thay Shugart thir Bay
hang tuin véi sy tién by nhanh chong cta né. “Em nim bit
van dé rat nhanh. Em s€ trd thanh mét nghé sy vi cam vi
dai.” Thay thudng néi nhu vay.

Mua thu nim 2005, Lulu lén chin, thdy Shugart bao,
“Lulu nay, thiy nghi la em chai dugce ban concerto roi ddy.
Em nghi sao néu ching ta ngimg tip theo sach cua
Suzuki?” Thdy mudn con bé hoc ban concerto sd 23 cua
Viotti cung Son trudng. “Néu em tdp luyén chdam chi, thay
cuge rang em cb thé choi duge phan dau trong budi biéu
dién dgc tdu vao mua dong, Lulu a.” Thay than trong noi
thém, “Van d€ duy nhit la, day lai 1a phan kh6 nhan nhit
cua ban nhac nay.” Thay Shugart ddy muu meo va rit hiéu
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Lulu. Cadenza?? 1a m¢t phian dac biét, thuong gan ¢ doan
cudi cua mgt ban concerto ma cac nghé¢ sy doc tau thuong
choi khong ¢6 nhac ¢ém. “Pay ciing 1 mét co hoi d€ chimg
t6 tai nang,” thay Shugart néi thém, “nhung né thye sy rat
dai va khé choi. Hau hét bon tré & tudi em déu khoéng thé
nao choi duge.”

Lulu hét sttc cham chii: “N6 dai chimg nao a?” “Phin
cadenza iy a?” Thay Shugart hoi, “Oi, dai lam. Khoang mét
trang day.”

“Em nghi 1a em c6 thé choi duge,” Lulu tra loi. Con bé
v cung qua quyét, va, mién la t6i dirng ép buge no, con bé
thich thi véi thir thach.

Ching t6i lao vao tip luyén Viotti va cudc chién bat dau
leo thang. “Tur tir thoi me 0i,” con bé byc tirc néi. “Me lai
ciau kinh va néi ra toan nhimng di€u budén cudi roi diy.
Ching ta van con mot thang d€ luyén tip co ma.” Tét ca
nhiing gi t6i c6 thé nghi la viéc tap luyén trude mat. Mic du
kha don gian, ban concerto cua Viotti la mgt budce ti€p ndi
16n tir nhitng gi Lulu van thudng luyén tap. Phan cadenza
day nhitng doan luét nhanh trén day cling nhu nhitng ché
“ngbét hai” va “ngat ba” — cac not dugce choi cung lic véi hai
hodc ba day khac nhau, giéng nhu cac hgp dm khi choi
duong cam — rit kho choi cho chuin duge.

22 Poan nhac duge ddc tAo ¢ cubi mot phan trong mdt ban concerto.

- 105~



KHUC CHIEN CA CUA ME HO

T6i muén phan cadenza nay phai dugce choi thit hay.
N6 tré thanh mot néi &m anh véi téi. Cac phian con lai cua
Viotti déu on thoa — nhitng phan d6 déu kha la co ban -
nhung thiy Shugart noi ding: phan cadenza 1am nén toan
bd gia tri cia ban nhac. Va khoang mét tudn truéc khi
bi€u dién, t6i nhin ra ring phian trinh dién cua Lulu co
kha ning hap dan tuyét vdi. Con bé choi nhimng doan du
duong v6 cung séc sao; khong hiu sao ban nhac lai hgp
v6i con bé nhu viy. Nhung con 1au méi dat tuyét dinh vai
nhitng doan yéu cau ky thuat tinh vi — dac biét 1a mét loat
nhimg doan ngit quang hai — lugt day gan cudi. Trong
sudt qua trinh luyén tdp, Lulu thudng xuyén bi vdp hodc
choi 161 nhitng doan nay. Néu tdm trang cua con bé thoai
mai va tap trung, thi né c6 thé€ choi duge. Con néu Lulu
thdy khoé chju hodc tic tai, thi lap titc phan cadenza tré
nén nhat théch. Diéu toi té nhat 1a t6i khong kiém soat

dugce tim trang do.

Cudi cing, tdi da duge mic khai. “Lulu, me c6 mot dé
nghi.” Con bé rén 1én: “Oi, khéng, khéng choi lai nita dau.”
“Cai nay hay 1am, Lulu. Con s€ thich ddy.” “Cai gi co — tap
hai tiéng nita va con khéng phai don ban &n ch gi? Khong
dau, cam on me.”

“Lulu, nghe nay. Néu con choi phin cadenza hoan hao
vao thir Bay t&i — choi hay hon bat cit Tan nao con timg choi
Ay — me s& cho con mot thit ma con khéng tin n6i dau, mét
thir ma me chdc rdang con sé rdt thich ddy.”
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Lulu to ra day khinh miét. “Y me 1a banh quy 4? Hay la
nam phit choi dién ta?” Toi lac ddu. “Mot thit cye ky dang
” “Mot ngay duge
nghi t3p 4?” Téi van lac d4u. “Hay 1a s6 ¢6 1a?” Toi lac dau
[an nita, va dén lugt toi to ra khinh thi. “Con cho la me nghi
con khong thé tir chéi s6 ¢6 1a? Me chac la con ban linh hon

kinh ngac, dé€n mGc con khong thé chéi tur.

thé chit, Lulu. Me dang nghi d&€n m4t thir ma con chang bao
gig doan noi dau.”

Va t6i da dang. Con bé chiang bao gid doan dugc, bdi 1€
noé vugt qua xa khoi kha néng thyc té€ cho phép. Cudi cung,
t6i noi voi Lulu. “D6 1a mét con thu cung. Mot chii ché. Néu
con choi duge phin cadenza tuyét dinh vao thi Bay nay thi
me sé mua mot chi cho.”

Lan d4u tién trong doi Lulu dimg chét 1ling. “Mat... con
cho?” Con bé 1dp lai. “Mot con cho that?” N6 thém vao day
hoai nghi.

“Dling thé. Mot cha ché con. Con va chi Sophia c6 thé

chon xem gidng gi.”

Do chinh la cach t6i 43 qua mit con bé, va diéu d6 da
thay d6i cugc doi ching t6i mai mai.
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Nhitng nguoi tudi H6 thuong néng ndy va luon
t6 ra voi va. Ho rat ligu linh, trong mot s6 truong
.hop cén qud mitc liéu linh nita kia. Ho thich sy
tuén thii va khong thich vong quanh. Nhing
nghé nghiép phu hop v6i nhimg nguoi tudi Hé la:
dai dign qudng cdo, dai ly du lich, dién vién, nha
vdn, phi céng, tiép vién hang khéng, nhac sy, dién
vién hdi, va tai xé.
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@co la con ché dau tién ching t6i nudi, cling 1a vit
nudi dau tién trong dai t6i. Nhung n6 khong phai la con vit
dau tién Jed nudi. Khi con nho, anh &y ting c6 mot con chéd
lai tén la Frisky. Frisky sia nhanh nhach su6t ngay. Mot
ngay, trong lic gia dinh Jed di nghi, n6 da bj nhimg ngudi
hang x6m quai dan canh nha bit, réi bé mic cho dén chét.
D6 la Jed ludn dodn gia doidn non nhu viy. Chir c6 thé
Frisky chi lac dudng, va duge mét gia dinh tir t& nao d6 &
Washington nhgt nudi roi ciing nén.

Thét ra Coco ciing khong phai 1a con v4t nudi dau tién
cua Sophia va Lulu. Chdng t6i timg ¢6 mét thir thach trugce
déy, nhung on gidi 1a n6 da két thac sém. Khi cac con gai
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tol con rat nho, Jed da mang vé cho ching mot d6i tho
Whiggy va Tory. T6i khéng thich chiing ngay tir [in dau tién
nhin thdy va chang vui vé gi v&i ching. Ben tho ching
thong minh va khong hé biét lam tro trong gi. Ngudi ban
thl nudi noi véi Jed rang chiing la nhitg con tho ti hon va
ching ¢t nho nhan va xinh x4n mai thé& théi. That 1a dai tra.
Trong vong may tuadn ching da 16n dung va béo 4. Ching di
lai vung vé nhu nhitng v si sumo — tréng chiing gidng hét
may tay vo si sumo thit &y — chét nich céi Iong nhét ching.
Ching ciling con tim cach pha nhau trong khi ca hai con
déu 1a duc ca, khién Jed roi vao m¢t tinh hudng thit oai
oam khi 1d tré hoi Jed: “Bon chiing dang lam gi vdy bg?”
Sau cung, bon tho da trdn thoat day bi hiém.

Coco thugc giéng ché trang Bac cyc (Samoy), véi dam
1ong min mang trang tinh, d6i mat hinh qua hanh den lanh,
¢ bing mot con ché Et-ki-mo ving Xi-bé-ri. Giong ché
tring Béc cyc rat néi tiéng voi cai mét ngd nghinh va cai dudi
xu tudng che gon phia sau. Coco ciling ¢6 cai mét tuoi tinh va
b0 16ng trang tinh sng chéi dic trung cua gidng chéd Béc cuye.
Chiéng r6 vi dau, dudi ciia Coco kha ngan va trong gidng mot
qua ciu len hon la mét cai chéi xi 16ng, nhung né van dep vo
cling. Mic du van chua duge minh chimg khoa hoc, nhung
ngudi ta cho riang giong ché Béc cye c6 ngudn goc tir loai soi,
tuy nhién chiing c¢6 nhimg dic diém hoan toan trai nguge voi
loai s6i. Ching rat dang yéu, hién lanh, than thién, yéu quy
d{ng vat, va chinh vi vdy ma ching la nhitng chii ché gittnha
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d& nhat. Co ngudn goc tir Xi-bé-ri, ching kéo xe trugt tuyét
subt ngay va dén dém thi & &m cho chi biang cach ngu sat
canh hay trén ngyc ho. Sudt mia dong, Coco gilt &m cho
ching t61 bang cach d6. Diéu thi vj nita vé giong cho nay la
ching khong hé ¢6 “mui ch6”. Coco thom nhu mét 6 rom
sach tinh, tuoi mai.

Coco chao ddi ngay 26 thang Mot nim 2006. La con
coi coc nhit trong dan, nd v cung nhat nhat. Ching t6i
don Coco vé lic né duge 3 thang tudi, trong né nhu maot
cdy ndm trang tinh run rdy (giong ch6 Bac cyc khi con
nhé nom nhu mét cha giu Bac cuc. That khong ¢ gi xinh
xan hon thé!). Trén xe di vé nha, no rac vao goéc thung,
s¢ hai. Vé nha, n6 s¢ dén mic chiang dn udng gi. Khi d6,
Coco nhé hon khodng 10% so v&i nhitng con ché cung
giong Bic cuc.

N6 cling rit s¢ sdm chop, tiéng quat thio, méo, va
nhitng cht ché nho dit tgn khac. N6 vin khéng ty di 1én
dugc cau thang hep cta ching t6i. Noi cach khace, Coco
hoan toan trai nguge vdi con ddu dan cua bay dan.

Tuy nhién, chang biét chit gi vé nudi cho, ban ndng dau
tién cta t6i la ap dung cach thitc nudi day con cai cho Coco.
T6i nghe dugce rang loai chd cb thé dém va biét so citu cho
ngudi, va ngudi nuodi ndi vai ching toi 1a giong cho nay rit
thong minh. T6i ciing biét nhiéu con ché thudc gidng Bic
cyuc rat néi tiéng. Kaifas va Suggen 1a con ch6 dan dudng
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cho doan thaAm hiém Fridtjof Nansen lay litng, ndm 1895 ¢&
gang phi thuong dit chan téi Bac cyc. Nam 1911, chd chd
giong Bac cyc Etah da dan duong cho doan tham hiém dau
tién di tdi Nam cye thanh cong. Con Coco nha ching toi rat
nhanh nhen va lanh Igi, va téi c¢6 thé néi 1a né c6 ning
khiéu that sy. Jed cang gang chi ra ring n6 khong c6 tai
nang gi hét, cling nhu bay té quan di€m khdng can thiét
phai bat vat nudi c¢6 gang hét minh, t6i cang huyén hoic
minh rang Coco c6 kha nang tiém an.

T6i da tim hi€u sdu hon cach thirc chdm né. Téi mua rit
nhiéu sach, dac biét 12 nhitng cudn kiéu nhu The Art of
Raising a Puppy (Nghé thuat huin luyén clin con) cua
Monks — New Skete. Téi gitip d& nhitng ngudi hang x6m cb
nudi chd, va hoc lom duge nhitng meo hitu ich vé chudng
nuoi va cac hoat dong cua ché. Taéi ki€ém duge mét 16p hoc
Nudi day Ché co ban, mét diéu kién tién quyét cho cac khoa
hoc nang cao hon, va dang ky ngay.

Nhung, d6 chi la nhitng bugc co ban, nhu viéc huin
luyén ché biét tim cich ra ngoai chang han. Piéu nay cho
thdy thyc t€ khé khin hon nhiéu so véi tuong tugng cua
t6i. Toi da phai mit dén may thang rong, nhung cudi cung
cling thanh c6ng, nhu th€ 1a mét phép mau viy — Coco sé
chay vé phia ctra va ra hiéu khi n6 muén ra ngoai.

Trong thdi gian nay, khong thé tin duge 1 tinh trang ué
oai nan long bat dau nhen nhém & cac thanh vién trong gia
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dinh t6i. Jed, Sophia va Lulu déu cam thiy la Coco da dugc
hudn luyén qua du - cho du ky ning duy nhit cua né la
khoéng di vé sinh ra tham nita. Moi ngudi chi mudn 6m 4p,
vuét ve Coco, va né dua vai nd. Khi téi con dang ngac nhién
thi Jed da chi cho t6i thay 1a Coco c6 thé ngbi, biét dem d6

vat lai, va choi rat gioi tro ném dia Frisbees,

B4t hanh thay, d6 la tdt ca nhimg gi Coco lam duge. N6
khong dap g duge cac yéu cdu kiéu nhu “Lai ddy” ching
han. Té hon, khi Jed ra tay véi vai tré quyén uy cua mot
nguoi dan Ong try cdt trong gia dinh, thi Coco thdm chi
cling khong budn tuidn theo nhimg yéu cau cua Jed:
“Khong” méi khi né gam but chi, dia DVD, va tit ca gidy
dép dep dé nhat cua tdi. Khi ching t6i t6 chic lién hoan, no
gia vo ngu ¢ trong bép cho dén khi cac mén khai vi duge
mang ra. R6i noé lao ra phong khach, vo ldy ca khic pa-té,
va chay nhing hét ca lén, miéng pa-té nat vyun va tiéu tung
cung tiéng nhai rao rao cta né. Ching t6i chang thé tém noé
lai duge nira, vi né6 da béo qua mat réi.

Coco ciing khong thiét di dao; nd chi phong chan chay
hét téce lwe. Day chinh 1a van @€ véi t6i, vi chi ¢o t61 ¢ the di
dao clng v&i no. Trong trudng hep cua t6i, di dao nghia 1a
bi kéo di v&i tdc dd 50 dam mot gid, thuong la sé lao thang

23 Frisbee: Trd chai ném dia trong d6 ngudi chi ném chiéc dia di xa.
Chiéc dta sé lo ling trén khéng trung rit lau va bay rat xa. Khi 6 cha
ché cia ban s€ chay theo va bit dia g trén khéng (ND).
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vao mdt than cay (khi né dudi theo mot con soc) hodc chui
tot vao ga-ra nha ai d6 (khi n6 van duoéi theo con soc nao
d4dy). T6i ddy viéc nay cho mei ngudi trong gia dinh, nhung
chang ai thém quan tdm. Sophia 1dm bam: “Con khong c6
thai gian... Con con phai tap dan.” Lulu lai hoi: “Sao phai
dat né di dao lam gi a?”

Mot Tan, khi toi tré vé nha sau mdt budi “di dao”, voi
hai khuyu tay xay xudc va dau géi tham tim, Jed bao: “bé
1a ban tinh cua gidng ché Bac cuc. N6 nghi em 1a cai xe
trugt tuyét, va can phai kéo em di. Em hay quén ngay viéc
day no di dao di. Ma sao ching ta lai khéng sam ldy mot
chi€c xe ngya roi em c¢6 thé ung dung ngdi trén d6 cho
Coco kéo di long vong nhi?”

Nhung toi hoan toan khéng mudn trd thanh déng
nghiép cua miy 6ng danh xe ngya. Va toi cang khong mudn
dau hang. Néu nhu ché cua bat cir ai cling c6 thé di dao, tai
sao ché nha ching t6i lai khong? Vi vay, toi da don thuong
ddc ma d6i midt véi thir thach nay. Theo nhimg chi dan
trong sach, t6i dan Coco di theo dudng danh xe vao nha,
thudng cho né6 miy miéng thit bo néu né khong kéo toi
chay nhing lung tung. T6i quat v&i giong tram tram de doa
modi khi né khong tudn l¢nh, va nhitng dm sic tan thudng
cao hon khi n6 vang loi. T6i dan né di dao xudi theo nira
day phd dén mai phia cudi dudng vi t6i phai dimg timg
doan ngin médt, va d€m dén 30 mdi [An day xich bj kéo
cang. Cudi cung, sau bao nhiéu thit bai, to1 biét duge mot
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meo tr ngudi ban cling nudi gidng ché nay la deo vao ¢d nod
mdot dung cy rat tinh vi ¢6 tac dung ép vao nguc Coco khi nd
kéo cdng day xich.

Trong thdi gian nay, Alexis va Jordan, nhitng ban bé t6t
bung cta toi, tir Boston téi choi mang theo hai chit ché mau
den duyén dang, Millie va Bascha. Gidng hét nhau va la
giong ché chin ciru ctia Uc, Millie va Bascha cting lita véi
Coco nhung nhé va map map hon. Millie va Bascha nhanh
nhen dén khong ngd. RS rang la nhitng chi ché duge nudi
thanh bay, chiing phéi hgp véi nhau nhip nhang va ¢é gang
két hgp véi Coco lde nay trong tron G gidng nhu mét con ctru
va ciing chay vong vong quanh Millie va Bascha hét mét con
ctru vay. Millie va Bascha ludn ludn xyc xao vao cac x6 xinh.,
Chiing c¢6 thé 1am nhiéu th nhu mé& cira nha va mé nép cac
h¢p mi dng — nhitng viéc ma Coco chang bao gid biét lam.

Vao mét t6i, khi dang thu ti€p nhau, t6i ndi vdi Alexis:
“Oi, minh khdong thé tin duge 1a Millie va Bascha lai ty uéng
nudce tir voi ¢ trong vuon ddy. Thét la phi thudng.”

“Gi6ng ché chin cttu Uc ciing tuong ty nhu gidng ché E-
¢6t vdn minh ay, co0 thé vi nén tang bay dan cua ching,
chdng thoéng minh thyc sy ddy, chi it 1a ciing theo xép hang
O trén cac website, khong biét c6 phai vi vay ma t6i da mua
hay khong nira.” Alexis tra 1oi.

“Xé&p hang 4? Xép hang nao ¢o?” Toi r6t cho minh mét ly
nira. “Th& con x€p hang cua gidng ché Béc cyc nay thi sao?”
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“0... minh khong thé nhé néi”, Alexis ling ting. “Theo
minh moi y tudng x€p loai ché theo d) thong minh déu ngé
ngdn ca. Minh chang quan tam dau.”

Khi Alexis va Jordan v&, t6i lao b6 dén cai may tinh, str
dung ciy diia thin WWW d€ tim kiém trén mang “x€p hang
cac loai ché theo mirc thong minh”. Két qua nhiéu nhit la
mét danh sach “10 loai ché thong minh nhat” cua Tién sy
Stanley Coren — nha tdm ly hoc than kinh thudc dai hoc
British Columbia. T6i kéo v§i xudng phia cudi danh sach,
dién cubng tim xem “giéng chdé Bac cyc” c¢6 mat khong.
Nhung chang thdy dau. T6i lai kiém cac danh sich m& rong
khac. Giong cho tring Bac cyc xép hang 33 trong so 79 loai —
khong phai la loai dét nat nhéat (vinh dy nay danh cho gidng
cho san Afghan kia), nhung ro6 rang la chi ¢ mie trung binh.

T61 chan nau ca nguoi. Toi syc xao trén mang, tim kiém
sdu hon nita, nham t&i nhiéu myc tiéu hon. Cltu van cho
mdi that vong khung khiép cua minh, t6i phat hién ra tit ca
la mét sai [Am chét ngudi. Theo nhitng trang web vé giéng
ché Bic cyc, va nhitng chuyén gia vé loai nay thi chiung cue
ky thong minh. Ly do la ching khéng hay lam t6t cac bai
ki€m tra IQ cho loai cho, ma nhimg bai ki€m tra nay lai dya
trén kha néng c6 thé huédn luyén dugc trong khi giong cho
Bac cyc thi ndi tiéng la kho dao tao. Tai sao vay? Chinh xac
la vi chiing théng minh khac thuong, va vi vy ma chiing
rat kho bao. Pay la mot giai thich rat dé hi€u cia Michael
D. Jones:
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Ban tinh théng minh va djc ldp manh meé khién chiing
rdt khé huén luyén; chang han nhu khi giong ché Golden
Retriever c6 thé lam theo huidn luyén vién ciia minh thi
mot con chd trang Bac cyc lai ¢ thé lam cing véi hudn
luyén vién hodgc 1a chang lam gi ca. Tén trong chinh la mét
diéu kign tién quyét d€ huin luyén ching. Ching hoc rat
nhanh; bi quyét d€ day ching la cu xit dang tin cdy ma
khong dong cham dén nhitmg thit khién ching khé chiu.
b6 1a nhitng ddc diém rit ra duge tr gidng ché trang Bac
cyc... vOi danh higu 1a “giong ché khong tudn 1énh theo
truyén thong.”

T6i con phat hién thém mot diéu nira. Fridtjof Nansen,
nha tham hiém noi tiéng ngudi Na Uy — ngudi gianh duge
giai thuong Nobel vé Hoa binh — thyc ra da lam diéu nay
¢ Bac cye, do la thyc hién nghién citu vé so sinh (md&
rong) gitta cac loai cho trudce cudc hanh trinh nam 1895
cua 6ng. Nhitng phat hién cua 6ng cho thdy “giong ché
trdng Bdc cuc vugt tréi han so véi nhitng giong ché
khdc trong tinh quyét dinh, sy tap trung, tinh chiu dyng,
va no lyc mang tinh ban ning khién chiing lam viéc trong
bat ¢t diéu kién nao.”

Noi cach khac, trai véi nhitng “nghién citu” cta vi “Tién
sy” Stanley Coren kia, gidng ché trang Bac cyc thyc t€ Ia
thong minh khac thudng va chdm chi lao dfng, vi kha
nang tap trung va tu quyét dinh cao hon nhiing giéng ché
khic. Tam hon toi phoi phéi. Vi toi, ddy chinh 13 sy két
hgp tuyét vai cia cac phdm chit. Néu van dé duy nhit ia
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tinh budng binh, va nét khong thich phuyc tung, thi chang
c6 gi toi khong thé giai quyét duge.

Mot t6i, sau trdn la hét véi cac con gai khi luyén dan,
to1 ¢6 mot cude tranh luan véi Jed. Mac da luén tim moi
cach ho trg toi, nhung anh 4y to ra lo ngai la téi da ép
budc cdc con thai qué, trong nha lie nao ciing céng thang,
ching c6 14y mot ti chat khong khi thoang dang dé the
nao hét. Ngugc lai, toi két toi Jed ich ky va chi biét nghi
dén ban than minh. “T4t ca nhitng gi anh nghi chi 1a viét
cudn sach cua chinh anh, cho tuong lai cia minh anh”, téi
cbéng kich. “Anh ¢6 mong u6c gi vé Sophia hay Lulu nao?
C6 bao gi¢ anh nghi dén diéu d6 hay khong? Va mong dgi
gl & Coco nira?”

Mgt anh nhin giéu cgt thoang qua trén guong mit Jed,
va mgt gidy sau anh dy cudi pha 1én. Anh &y tién gan va hon
lén dau to6i. “Mong ubc vé Coco 4 — hai hube that day,
Amy.” Anh au yém bao: “Ding lo lang nira. Chang ta s giai
quyét hét.”

T6i khong hiéu c6 cai gi dang cudi ¢ day, nhung toi 1dy
lam mirng vi cuge cai va gitra ching toi da két thuc.
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@i chac rang minh ¢6 khuynh huéng thich nghe
thuyét gido. Va thich nhitng nguai ¢6 kha ning thuyét gio,
t0i ¢6 ca vai chu dé yéu thich ma t6i sin long nghe di nghe
lai. Vi du nhu loat bai thuyét gido chdng lai Chu nghia Dia
phuong Cyc bg. Chi can nghi dén dé tai nay thai cling khién
toi himg khai réi.

~ Bét ky ldc nao nghe Sophia hay Lulu cugi ric rich vé
mot cai tén nudce ngoai — du la Freek de Groot hay Kwok
Gum - t6i déu cau dién 1én. “Céc con c6 biét minh ngoc
nghéch va hep hoi thé nao khi néi thé khéng?” T6i la mang
ching. “Jasminder va Parminder 1a nhitng cai tén rat binh
thudng & An D9, va & chinh trong gia dinh nay ciing c6 diy!
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Thét 14 hé then! Ong ba ngoai con tén la Go Ga Gong ddy —
cac con c6 nghi thé dang buon cudi khong? Me sé goi tén
cac con nhu vay. Dung bao gio phan xét nguoi khac qua cai
tén caa ho.”

T6i khong tin 1a cac con gai t6i khong bao gio ché nhao
cach phat am cua ngudi nudce ngoai, nhung c6 thé€ ching sé
lam thé néu t6i khong ngin chin trude. Tré con cling co thé
tan nhan khung khiép. “Khéng bao gic duge giéu cgt giong
diéu cua ngudi nudc ngoai”; rat nhiéu fAn téi cdn dan
ching. “Céc con c6 biét cach ndi cia mgt ngusi nude ngoai
mang y nghia gi khong? D6 chinh 1d ddu hiéu cua sy can
dam. b6 la nhimg ngudi da vugt qua ca dai duong dé dén
d4t nuce nay. Ong ba ngoai con néi véi kidu cach @6 do —
me cling timg cb giong diéu d6. Me duge gui vao mot
truong mau giao ma & d6 khong mot tir ti€ng Anh nao duge
noi. Tham chi cho dén tdn nam lép ba, cac ban cung 16p
van cudi nhao vi cach noéi cia me. Cac con c¢6 biét nhiing
nguoi d6 gio dang lam gi khong? Gid he la nhiing nguoi
lam thué hay quan gia nhi nhang gi 6, ding thé ddy.”

Sophia hoi: “Sao me lai biét a?”

“Me nghi diéu nay quan trong hon, Sophia, con hay
hoi chinh minh xem thé& nao néu con t6i Trung Qudc.
Con nghi la giong diéu cia minh that chuin roi phai
khéng? Me khong mudn con tré thanh mét ngusi My qué
mua. Con ¢6 biét ngudi My to béo dén thé nao khong? Va
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gi¢ ddy sau 3000 nim com nhom, ngudi Trung Qudc &
Trung Quéc d6t nhién ciing trd nén béo 1, va ly do la tai
ho 4n KFC.”

“Nhung me 0i”, Sophia néi. “Chang phai me ké rang me
d3a map dén ndi khong cd b d6 nao ¢ cra hang vira ca, va
ba ngoai d3 phai ty may quan 4o cho me con gi?”

“Dung ddy.”

“Va me tron xoe vi a2 nhdi nhét bao nhiéu 1a my van
thian va banh bao cua ba ngoai phai khéng a?” Sophia
ti€p tuc. “Khdng phai 1a me d3a an t6i 55 cai hd cao hap
hay sao?”

“Pung 1a me d3 in nhu thé”, t6i tra 15i con. “Ong
ngoai da rat ty hao vé me. Me an dugc nhiéu hon 10
chiéc so voi s6 Ong c6 thé &dn. Va nhiéu gdp ba lan sd
lugng ma di Michelle dn duge. Vi thé di iy gay
gig xuong.”

Sophia nhin manh: “Vay l1a d6 in Trung Qudc ciing cd
thé lam me béo day.” C6 thé€ ly 1€ cua tdi khong kin ké lam,
nhung toi ¢d ging lam sang té mgt di€ém. Rang toi coi trong
chu nghia toan cdu, va mudn chéc chin cic con gai minh
thay r6 sy khac bigt vé cic nén vin hoéa. Jed va téi luén
cung dua cac con di du lich — mac du héi ching con nho,
thinh thoang tat ca van phai ngu chung mét giuong vi digu
kién han hep. Vi thé cho t6i ndm Lulu 1én 9 va Sophia 12
tudi, cac con gai téi da di khap noi nhu: London, Paris,
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Nice, Rome, Venice, Milan, Amsterdam, Hague,
Barcelona, Madrid, Malaga, Lichtenstein, Monaco, Munich,
Dublin, Brussels, Bruges, Strasbourg, Beijing, Shanghai,
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Manila, Istanbul, Mexico City, Cancin,
Buenos Aires, Santiago, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paolo, La Paz,
Sucre, Cochabamba, Jamaica, Tangier, Fez, Johannesburg,
Cape Town, va ca Rock of Gibraltar2s.

Ca nha t6i déu mong d¢i dén ky nghi hang nam.
Thong thudng, ching toi sé ¢ gang sap x€p thai gian
trung voi chuyén di clia b6 me t6i va Cindy, r6i ca dai gia
dinh sé cung chu du trén m¢t chiéc xe tai thué to tudng
do Jed cam lai. Chiing t61 cudi thudng cudi thich thd khi
nguoi qua dudng nhin minh chdm cham, ¢6 géng doan
giai sy két hgp ching toc ky la gitta chiing toi. (Liéu Jed
c6 phai 12 ciu con nudi da tring ciia mét gia dinh chau A
hay khong? Hay la mét ké buén ngudi bat hgp phap dang
tim cach ban mét trong s6 ching toi lam né 16?) Sophia
va Lulu rit yéu mén 6ng ba ngoai, nhitng ngudi ludn
cham sé6c chiing, ¢6 nhitng hanh d¢ng rat nhang nhit, vé
cung thoai mai theo cich trai ngugc hoan toan vdi kiéu
mau ma ho da day dé toi.

24 Hague ]a thanh phd lgn thir ba cia Ha Lan, sau Amsterdam va
Rotterdam.

25 The Rock of Gibraltar 12 mét mai 4 v6i nguyén khai nim & Gibraltar,
ngodi khoi phia T4y Nam chau Au trén ban dao Iberia. Hién dang thude
chu quygn cua Anh.
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Hai con bé dic biét bj 6ng ngoai mé hoic, 6ng tré thanh
.mot ngudi khac han véi ngudi 6ng chiing thudng gip. Ong
thutong xuyén bién mat vao cac ngé hém, va roi quay trd lai
vOi nhimg ddc san dia phuong ning triu trén tay nhu la
moén banh bao & Thugng Hai hay 13 mén banh bt mi
nuéng rac hat tiéu den socca & Nice. (BG t6i thuong rit
thich thti ném thr tit ca moi thir; khi vao nha hang phuong
Téy, 6ng thudng goi t6i hai mén chinh), Chiing t6i luén
phat huy dugc s& trudng cia minh trong nhitng tinh huéng
dién ro: hét sach gas khi dang ¢ trén dinh nui, di cung hoic
chung tién xe véi nhitng tay budn lau ngudi Ma-réc. Ching
t6i da c6 nhitng chuyén phiéu luu tuyét vai, va 6 1a nhitng
ky niém ching t6i luén ghi nhé& trong long. Chi c6 mét van
d8 duy nhit, d6 1a thoi gian danh cho tap dan. O nha, cac
con gai t6i khong bao gid dugc phép bo mét ngay nao
khéng luyén tap, bat ké 1a sinh nhit hay 1a dau 6m (Advil)
hodc la di nho rang (Tylenol-3, v6i thude giam dau). T6i
khéng hiu ndi tai sao lai phai bo mgt vai ngay tap khi di du
lich. Ma ngay ca b6 me t6i cling phan d6i, 6ng ba lac dau,
bao: “Thét la dién. D€ cho bon tré vui choi trong ky nghi di.
M4y ngay khong tap thi ¢6 gi khac di nao.” Nhung nhimg
nghé sy nghiém tac khong thidy nhu vay. Néi theo cich cua
thay Shugart cua Lulu thi “Méi ngay ban khong luyén tap 1a
mdt ngay ban choi té hon.” Ciing nhu vy, t6i chi cho cac
con gai thay: “Cac con c6 biét Kims s€ lam gi trong ky nghi
khong? Luyén tdp. Kims khong nghi. Liéu ching ta c6
muén ho vurgt mat ching ta khong?”
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V&i Lulu, viéc mang nhac cu theo rit dé dang. Cay vi
cam sé€ dugce Lulu xach 1én may bay va @€ vira xinh vao ngan
duyng hanh Iy trén dau. Mei viéc phitc tap hon nhiéu véi
Sophia. Néu chturg toi chi di trong nuge My, thi mét ci
dién thoai duong dai chinh 1a bi quyét. N6 sé cho biét
nhitng khich san nao ¢ My day rdy duong cdm. Thudng la
mot chi€c & ngay phong dgi, va it nhat 14 hai chiéc o trong
cic phong chiéu dai hdi nghj khac nhau. Téi chi can goi
trudc cho b§ phin cham séc khach hang va dit phong
Khiéu vii Lén & khich san Chicago Marriott tir 6 gio toi 8
gio sang, hoic phong Wentworth & khach san Pasadena
Langham tir 10 gio tdi téi mra dém. Thinh thoang ciing c6
sy nhdm lan. Nhu & Maui, b6 phan chiam séc cua khach san
Grand Wailea x&8p cho Sophia choi chiéc dan dién tr &
trong quan bar Volcano. Cay dan dién tir nay c6 hai quang
tdm cach nhau quéa ngan cho ban Polonaise cia Chopin
cung D6 thit, va cing lic ¢6 mét 16p hoc boi béng dng tha
trung thoi gian nay, vi vy Sophia két thic viéc tap luyén &
ting ham chita d6, noi ngudi ta dang tan trang lai cay
duong cam mini cua khéch san.

That 1a khé khin muén van va ciling phai vo cung khon
khéo @€ ki€m mot cdy dan cho Sophia khi chiing téi du lich
nudc ngoai. London 14 mét trong nhitng dija di€ém minh
chitmg cho sy kho khan dén ngac nhién nay. Ching téi &
diy bdén ngay. Jed dugc moi dé€n London @€ nhén giai
thudng cho cudn sach The Interpretation of Murder (tam
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dich: Ly giai vé tdi 4c), mot ti€u thuyét lich sir dya trén
chuyén tham duy nhit ctia Sigmund Freud dén Hoa Ky
nam 1909. Cuén sich cua Jed la cudn sach ban chay nhat &
Anh trong m¢t thai gian dai, va anh dugce trong vong nhu
mot tac gia n6i ti€ng. Nhung diéu 4y cling chang gitp duge
t6i ti teo nao trén mat tran am nhac. Khi t6i hoi b phan
chim séc¢ khach hang cua khach san Chelsea, noi chiing t6i
¢ (do duge ru dai tir nha xuit ban cua Jed), la chiing t6i ¢6
thé kiém dugc chi€c duong ¢am ¢ dau do, trong thu vién
chang han, d€ luyén tap chut it hay khéng? Nhan vién lé tan
c6 vé rat khi€p dam, nhu thé t6i sé bién khach san thanh
mot trai tj nan cua ngudi Lao dy.

“Thu vién 4? Oi Chta oi, 1am gi c6. Téi e la khong
co dau.”

Ngay sau d6, ngudi don phong bao cao ranh rot lai cho
ngudi quan ly ciia minh rang Lulu da tap dan trong phong.
Va ba ta bat ching t6i ding ngay lai. May man thay, qua
Internet t6i tim duge mét noi & London ¢6 phong cho thué
tdp duong cim v&i mic phi theo gi¢ rat thap. Hang ngay,
khi Jed ban rdn véi viée tra 161 phong vén trén dai va ti-vi,
tdi va cac con lai ra khoi khach san, bat xe bus t&i nai cho
thué dan, mjt noi giéGng mot cira hiéu ban d6 tang 1é véi hai
cua hang d6 an nhanh kep hai bén. Sau 9o phut luyén tap,
ching t61 lai bat xe bus vé khach san,

Ching t6i thye hién chiéu nay ¢ tit ca nhitng noi dén du
lich. O Leuven, Bi, chiing t5i luyén tap trong mét nha tu kin
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b6 khong. O mét thanh phd khac t6i khong con nhé nita,
t6i ki€m dugc mét nha hang Tay Ban Nha c6 mét cay dan,
cho phép Sophia luyén tap tir 3 dén 5 gio chiéu, trong khi
c4c nhan vién lau don san nha va sap x€p cic ban dn chuin
bi cho bita t6i. Thinh thoang, Jed phat cau vi t6i da khién
cho ky nghi tré nén cing thing. Anh mia mai: “Th€ nao
day, ching ta s€ di thim b3u trudng La Ma chiéu nay hay
la t&1 phong tdp dan tiép?” Sophia cling phat dién lén véi
t6i. Con bé rat ghét khi toi ndi véi moi nguai trong khach
san no la “nghé sy hoa tdu duong cam”. “Me dimg ¢ nodi
thé nita di! C6 phai thé ddu ma, nghe ngugng kinh 1én
dugc.” T6i phan phao ngay. “Con 1a ngudi choi duong cam,
va con tham gia budi hoa tdu. Th&la con thanh nghé sy choi
duong cam hoa tu thoi ma, Sophia.”

Sau rét, van nhu thudng 1€, tdi va Lulu luén ¢6 nhitng
cugc tranh c@i mét moi leo thang mdi ngay, tiéu phi méat
bao nhiéu thoi gian, khién ching t6i bao lan bj 16 mat gio
md cira bao tang hay la phai hay bira t6i da dat truge.

Nhung sy vat va cang thang nay that bo cong. Bat cir khi
nao quay tré vé New Haven, Sophia va Lulu déu luén lam
cac giao vién day nhac kinh ngac véi sy tién b§ cua minh
trong thai gian xa nha. Ngay sau chuyén di t&i Tay An, Trung
Quéc — & day t6i da bat Sophia luyén dan suét hai tiéng dong
hd tir lac sang sdm tinh mo dén trugce khi t6i cho phép ca
nha téi thim 8.000 tugng chién binh d4t nung to bing
ngudi thit, do vi hoang dé€ dau tién cua Trung Qudc Tan
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Thuy Hoang trang bj d& phuc vy 6ng ta ¢ thé giéi bén kia —
Sophia da gianh dugc giai nhi cuge thi duong cam véi ban
concerto s6 15 cua Mozart cung Si giang. Cung lic d6, Lulu
duge mdi véi tu cach ngudi choi vi cdm thit nhat cho tat ca
cac nhom tam tiu va t tiu. Dot nhién ching t6i thay minh
nim trong tAm ngam cua cic gido vién day vi cidm. Thye ra,
ho van luén ludn dé€ mat tim ki€m nhitng tai nang tré.

Nhung du thé thi t6i cling phai thi nhan rang c6 nhiing
lac thiat nhoc nhan. T6i nhé mét [An trong chuyén di Hy
Lap cung bd me t6i. Sau khi tham Athens (tai day ching
tol da luyén tap duge chut dinh gitra Acropolis va Dén
Poseidon), ching t6i dap chiéc may bay nho xiu téi dao
Crete. Dén noi, ngu qua dém va hém sau vao quang 3 gic
chibu, b& t6i muén ra ngoai ngay lap tirc. Ong khong thé
tr1 hoan dugc viéc gidi thiéu vdi cac ¢6 chau gai Cung dién
Knossos, cung dién cb trong truyén thuyét vé nén vin
minh cua vua Minos2¢ da bat dugce Minotaur, mgt quai vit
ntra ngudi nira thy, va giam git trong mét mé cung dudi
long dat.

Téi bao 6ng, “Duge théi bd a, nhung trude tién, con va
Lulu phai tap dan 10 phat da.” Moi ngusi nhin nhau kinh
hai. “Sao khong tip sau khi an toi xong ¢6 duge khong?” Me
t6i dé nghi.

26 Theo thdn thoai Hy Lap, Minos 1a 6ng vua cia dao Crete, con trai cia
than Zeus va Europa.
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“Khong duge dau me 2”7, t6i ca quyét noi. “Lulu hiva 1a n6 sé
tap roi, vi né mudn nghi sém ngay hém qua. Nhung néu né
biét diéu thi that sy 1a chi hét ¢6 mugi phit thoi 2. Hom nay,
chiing con tip bai dé ma.”

Téi wdc gi ndi dau khd ching xay dén véi ai; Jed,
Sophia, Lulu va t6i cing giam nhau trong mét cin phong
kin mit, Jed nam thang cang trén déng khan trai giuong,
ging suc tap trung vao t¢ bao cli mém International
Herald Tribun; Sophia trdn biét trong phong tam doc cai
gi d6; bd me toi thi dgi & ngoai sanh, lo ngai sé can tro
ching t6i va e ngai viéc nhitng khach du lich khac sé
nghe lém dugce ti€ng t6i va Lulu cai co, thét lac, va choc
tre 1an nhau. (“Nét kia lai gidng ddy Lulu.” “N6 phai la
thang md&i dung cht me oi, me chang biét gi ca.”) Co
nhién, t6i chiang thé két thic trong mudi phat khi Lulu
khong chiu choi du chi mgt gam don ra tro. Budi tip két
thic 1a lae Lulu mét mii tie t5i va ddy nude mat, Jed
mam chat moi, con bé me toi thi da ngu - va Cung dién
Knossos di nhién déng ctra mét roi.

Téi khong biét cac con gii toi sé nhin lai va phan xét
chuyén nay nhu thé& nao sau khoang muoi hay hai muoi
nam nira. Liéu ching c6 ndi véi con cai rang: “Ba ngoai la
mdt ngudi ludn kiém soat mei viéc dén dién ro, thim chi
khi & An Do ma ba van bat me phai luyén &an truéce khi cho
di thaim Bombay va New Delhi”? Hay la chiing nh& nhitng
ky niém ngot ngao hon? Co 1€ Lulu s& nhé lan chaoi phéan
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dau cua ban concerto danh cho vi ¢im cua Bruch® hay
tuyét & Agra, trudc nhitng 6 cira s vom cudn cua khach san
nhin thing ra dén Taj Mahal; vi vai 1y do, ching téi da
khéng cai vda nhau ngay hém &6 — nhiéu kha ning 1a do mét
moi sau chuyén bay dai. Li€a Sophia c6 nhé nhitng 151 cay
dang t61 @6 xudng dau né bén cay dan trong lan biéu dién &
Barcelona vi ng6n tay cua con bé gé khong du lyc? Néu viy,
t61 hy vong con bé ciing sé nh& t&i Rocquebrune, ngoi lang
nam trén mot vach da ¢ Phép, noi ngudi quan 1y khach san
da nghe thiy Sophia tap dan va mdi con bé biéu dién cho ca
nha hang nghe trong budi t6i hém &6. Trong cin phong véi
nhimg 6 cira s6 bang kinh nhin xuéng Pja Trung Haj,
Sophia da choi Luan khii: Capriccioso cia Mendelssohn?8,
va nhin dugc nhitng trang phao tay va bao cii 6m than
thiét tir tat ca cac vj khach cua nha hang.

27 Max Bruch (1838 - 192G): Nha soan nhac theo trudng phéi lang man
ngudi Dic, 6ng dd sang tic hon 200 ban nhac trong d6 ¢6 ba ban
concerto danh cho vi cam.

28 Felix Mendelssohn (1809 — 1847): Nha soan nhac, nghé sy duong cam
va dai phong cam, va 1a nhac trudng ngudi Diic thude giai doan dau thai
ky 4m nhac lang man.
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POPO

Florence

@éng M6t nam 2006, t6i nhan duge mot cude dién
thoai cua me chéng t6i, me Florence, goi tir can ho ctua ba &
Manhattan. “Me¢ vira duge bac sy thong bao”, ba néi bang
giong yéu G&t, tram budn va lac di, “ho néi me bj ung thu
mau.” M6i hai thang truée day, Florence duge chan doan
ung thu vii giai doan dau, nhung véi ban tinh kién cudng
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cia minh, ba da trai qua cudc phau thuat va xa tri ma
khong phan nan mét 16i. T6i cling vita m&i nghe duge rang
moi viéc van 6n, va ba quay tré lai gidi nghé thuat New
York d& viét tiép cudn sach thit hai. ‘

Long t6i that lai. Vé bé ngoai trong me Florence chi nhu
khoang sdu muoi tudi, trong khi thye ra ba da bude qua
tudi bay nham. “Khong th€ nhu thé duge, me, c¢6 thé da cb
nham lan gi 67, t6i kéu 1én day ngé ngan. “P€ con chuyén
may cho Jed, anh 4y s€ tim dugc chuyén gi dang xay ra.
bimg lo lang thé&, moi chuyén rbi sé on thoi me a.”

Nhung moi th hba ra khong hé 6n chit nao. Mgt tuan
sau cudc tro chuyén do, Florence nhip vién Presbyterian &
New York va bat dau dgt diéu tri bing héa chat. Sau hang
gio can nhiac dau dau véi ba, bon luya chon, Jed gitp
Florence chon phuong an diéu tri bang asen dé€ b6t dau dén
hon, c6 thé giap ba khong qua mét moi. Florence luon nghe
161 Jed. Nhu ba van thuong néi véi Sophia va Luly, ba yéu
quy Jed ngay tir khi Jed chao o1 s6m hon mét thang so véi
diy kién. Ba thuong hay cudi va noéi: “Jed bi vang da sinh 1y,
ca nguoi vang khe, trong nhu mét lao gia nhin nheo vay.
Nhung ba nghi bd chau that tuyét voi.” Jed va Florence cb
nhiéu di€ém chung. Jed thira hudng khi€u thim my va cac
dudng nét can d6i cia me. Moi ngudi déu ndi rang anh ay
giong hét me, diéu 4y dong nghia véi mét 161 khen ngoi.

Ho6i tré, me chong t6i 1a mot phy nit vo cing xinh dep.
Trong cudn nién gidm cua trudng cao dang, trong ba gidng
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nhu dién vién Rita Hayworth vay. Tham chi [an dau tién t6i
gap khi ba ¢ tudi 50, ba van luén ndi bat trong cac bira tiéc.
Hom hinh va quyén ri, ba ciing 1a nguoi ¢ tu duy vé cling
sic bén. Co thé ban thudng nhin xét rang: by d6 ngudi nay
mic qua loe loet, mén d6 dn kia qua dat tién, nhimg nguoi
ay ludn nhiét tinh thai qua... Nhung ba s€ khong thé. Mot
[an, khi nhin thdy t6i mic mjt bd vét long trong di xuéng,
guong mat ba chet sang bung 1én, ba ndi rit néng im:
“Tréng con that tuyét Amy a. B) doé nay rat hgp véi con
nhimg ngay nay day.” ‘

O Florence ¢c6 sy pha trgn ky la. Ba ¢6 xu huéng bj 16i
cubén bdi nhitng van dé€ rat ky quic va thudng ndi rang
nhitng diéu “tr t& khién ba chan ngiy. Ba c6 con mat tinh
ddi va rat nhay cam. Hoi nhitng ndm 1970, tir viéc dau tu
vao nhitng tac phdm cua cac hoa sy duong dai chang may
tiéng tam, ba da kiém dugce bon tién. Nhitng hoa sy khi d6
ching hé tén tudi - trong d6 c6 Robert Arneson va Sam
Gilliam ~ nhung cudi cung tai nang déu da duge phat 19, va
mén dau tu cua Florence béng tang lén vu vu. Florence
chang bao gi¢ d6 ky véi ai, va c6 thé hoan toan binh than
trude sy d6 ky cua nguoi khac véi ba. Ba khong may ban
tdm vé su ¢6 don cua minh, ba coi trong ty do va tir chéi
nhiéu 161 ¢€ nghij vé viéc két hon [an hai cia nhitng ngusi
dan 6ng giau c6 va thanh dat. Mic du wa trung dién thoi
trang va nhitng budi ra mat phong trung bay cac tac pham
nghé thuit, nhung viéc yéu thich nhit doi cua ba lai la duge
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dam minh trong lan nugc HO Pha 1€ (noi ba da trai qua méi
mua hé khi con tho bé), hay ndu bira toi dai ban bé than
thiét, va nhat la duge ¢ cing véi cac ¢6 chau gai Sophia va
Lulu, chiing luén goi ba 1a “Popo” nhu ba mudn.

Dén thang Ba, Florence d3 d& hon sau sau tuan diéu tri
héa chat. Sau dgt diéu trj, ba tr¢ thanh mét chi€c bong
mong manh — téi nhé nhu in tréong ba nho bé dén thé nao
khi ndm dya trén nhitng chiéc g6i trang tinh ctia bénh vién,
giéng nhu mét ban sao thu gon 75% vdy — nhung ba khong
bi ryng toc, van c6 cam giac ngon miéng, va van sbi ndéi nhu
tinh cach vén c6. Ba vui suéng vo cung khi duge ra vién.

T61 va Jed biét sy thuyén gidm d6 chi la nhat thai. Cac
bac sy ddn di dién lai véi chlng t6i rang bénh tinh cua
Florence rat nang. Bach ciu tang cao va gan nhu chéc chan
s€ tai phat trong vong tir sau thang t6i mét nam. Vi ly do
tudi tic, ba khong cé kha ndng ghép tiy — nghia la v6
phuong citu chita. Nhung Florence khong hiéu duge bénh
tinh cua minh va chang biét dugc moi chuyén vo vong dén
thé ndo. Jed da vai lan gang giai thich tinh trang bénh,
nhung Florence luén lac quan va khong chju hiéu ra van dg,
mgi chuyén dudng nhu ching nghiém trong gi. “Oi gigi —
me sé phai mat nhiéu thai gian vao viée tap thé€ dyc khi moi
chuyén 6n thoa”, ba néi tung timg. “Co bap cua me réu ra
hét ca r6i.”

Trong thdi gian trudce mit, chiing t6i quyét dinh phai
lam gi d6 cho Florence. Khong thé d€ ba s6ng mét minh: Ba
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qua yéu khong thé di lai duge, va cin phai truyén mau
thudng xuyén. Va ba cling khéng lién hé nhiéu vdi gia dinh.
Chinh ban than ba hau nhu khong lién hé gi véi chong i —

Sy, va ¢ con gai cua ba lai song nhiéu véi b hon.

T6i dua ra giai phap dudng nhu 12 hién nhién: Florence
sé song cung ching t6i & New Haven. Khi t6i con nho, ba
t61 lac gia yéu cling sdng vdi gia dinh téi ¢ Indiana. Ba ndi
toi song véi bac t6i & Chicago dén khi mit ¢ tudi 80. Té1
luén luén nghi réng minh s& dén b6 me vé nudi néu can

thiét, vi nép séng cua ngudi Trung Qudc la vdy.

T6i v6 cung ngac nhién khi Jed to ra mién cudng. Van dé
khong phai 1a anh khong tan tuy véi me. Nhung Jed nhac
nh¢ t61 rang t6i sé gdp nhiéu rac rdi voi Florence va sé cau
kinh véi ba; rang t6i va ba ¢ quan niém khac nhau hoan
toan vé nubi day 1 tre; rang ca hai ching t6i déu c6 ca tinh
manh mé; va rang, du dau 6m nhung Florence chura chic da
chiu gitr trong long nhitng diéu minh nghi. Jed bao téi thir
tudng tugng xem sé thé& nao néu téi va Lulu lai néi dién lén,
chién nhau toi ta, va Florence cam thiy cdn phai can thiép

nhin danh chau gai ba.

Jed da ding trong tinh thé& nay. Toi va Florence hoa
thuin véi nhau trong nhigu nim qua — ba gidi thiéu téi véi
gidi nghé thuit duong dai, va toi thudng di cliing ba tdi cac
bao tang va phong trung bay nghé thuit nhan cc sy kién —
nhung ching t6i biat dau xung &6t sau khi Sophia ra doi.
Thue t€ 1a da virgt qua ranh gidgi d61 dau véi Florence khi
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Tan dau tién trong doi toi ¥ thite duge sy khac biét sdu xa
gitta viéc nudi day con cai theo cach cua ngudi Trung Qudc
va (it nhat 12 mot bién thé cua) ngudi phuong Tay. Dac biét
khi Florence rit c6 khi€u thAm my. Ba rdt sanh vé nghé
thuat, do &n va rugu. Ba thich nhitng mén do xa xi va s6-c6-
la den. Méi khi chiing t6i di du lich vé, ba thudng xuyén hoi
bon tré vé nhitng mau sic va huong vi chiing gap duge trén
duong di. Mot diéu nita la Florence c¢6 quan niém ro rang
vé thai tho du. Ba tin ring tudi tho phai tran ngap sy tuoi
vui, thoai mai, ty do kham ph4, va trai nghiém.

( Ho Pha L&, Florence mudn cac chau gai clia ba nén
dugce boi 161, chay nhay va thim thh bat cit noi nao ching
thich. Ngugc lai, tdi bao cic con rang chi can chiing buéc
chan ra khoi hién nha 1a nhimg ké bat coc sé€ dé€n bat ngay.
T6i cling no6i ring nhitng noi sau nhit cia hoé cb loai ca dn
thit rat hung dit. C6 thé t6i da thai qué, nhung d6i khi vo tu
dong nghia v4i vo tam. Mét [an, Florence dén trong bon tré
gitip chiing t6i & ng6i nha ven ho. Khi tdi tré vé nha thi thay
Sophia, lic 4y méi 1€n hai, dang chay nhdéng nhéng phia
bén ngoai mft minh voi cay kéo lam vuon to tudng trén
tay. To6i dién ngudi giat voi cay kéo ra. Con Florence thi noéi
day nudi ti€c, “Hén 1a n6 dang dinh cit may bong hoa dai.”

Sy that t6i khong phai 1a nguoi biét tan hudng cude
s6ng. D6 nhat dinh khong phai 1a di€m manh cua téi. T6i
c6 mdt danh sich hang dong nhitng viéc phai lam va ghét
di massage cling nhu nhiing ky nghi ¢ viing Caribbean.
Florence coi tudi tho nhu mét thoang phu du dé vui choi.
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"Toi lai coi thoi tho au nhu mét qua trinh rén luyén, la
thai gian dé€ xay dyng nhan cach va tich liy cho tuong lai.
Florence lun mudn c¢6 mét ngay tron ven dé vui choi véi
cac chau gai — ba da xin t6i d€ dugc nhu thé€ — nhung t6i
khong bao gic d€ tron mét ngay cho h¢ duge thanh thoi.
Cac ¢6 con gai t6i chi c6 vira du thoi gian @€ lam bai tip
vé nha, hoc ti€ng Trung véi gia su, va tap dan.

Florence thich sy néi loan va nhitng tinh hudng dao dic
0ai oam. Ba ciing thich nhitg van dé tam ly hoc phic tap.
T6i ciing thé, nhung khong phai khi n6 xay ra véi con cai
cua minh. C6 Tan, khi Lulu mé&i sinh duge it 1au, Florence
cuoi rac rich bao véi toi: “Sophia rét ghen véi em gai day”.
“Con bé chi mudn gui Lulu di noi khac khi n6 vé nha.”

Toi ngét 101 ba, “Khong, con bé khong hé ghen tj. Sophia
rit quy em bé day a.” T6i cam thiy Florence dang gy ra sy
kinh djch gitta cac anh chj em véi nhau bang cach chuée 14y
no. T4t ca cac dang réi loan tam ly nay déu chi ¢ phuong Tay
chir khéng t6n tai & chau A. Liéu ban biét c6 bao nhiéu ngudi
Trung Qudc quan tim tGi viée bj r6i loan tim ly do ting quan?

LA ngudi Trung Qudc, toi hdu nhu khong bao gi¢ thé
hién nhitng d6i nghjch véi Florence. Khi néi “d6i dau véi
Florence”, diéu t6i thyc sy mudn ndi la viéc thinh thoang
t6i binh phdm va ndi x4u sau lung ba véi Jed théi. Trude
mat Florence, t6i luon ludn té ra dé chju va gia nhan gia
nghia v&i nhitng dé nghj cua ba. Vi vay, Jed da dang, dac
biét la khi anh phai chju dyng mii dui cua mau thuan.
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Nhung lam sao c¢6 thé nay sinh vdn dé gi ch, bai
Florence 1a me cua Jed kia ma. Véi nguoi Trung Qudc, khi
lam cha me thi ching c6 gi 1a khong thé. B6 me ludn ludn la
b& me, ban ng ho moi thir (thdm chi néu ban khéng ng di
nira) thi ban van phai lam tat ca cho ho (cho du diéu d6 c6
huy hoai cugc doi ban.)

bau thang Tu, Jed lam thu tyc xuit vién cho me va
chuyén ba t&i New Haven, sdng trén tang hai nha ching toi.
Florence phédn chén va vui suéng dé€n khong ngd, nhu thé la
tét ca ching t6i dang & cling nhau trong mét khu nghi dudng
vay. Ba & phong khach, ngay canh phong ngu cia hai ¢6 chau
gai va di thing xudng hanh lang phong ngu chinh cta chiing
t61. Chung t61 thué mot ¢6 y ta d€ nau an va cham soc ba, va
cac bac sy vat 1y trj li¢u thuong xuyén di lai tham nom. Hau
nhu t6i nao tdi, Jed va hai ¢6 con gai cling 4n t6i cing ba;
trong hai tuan d4u tién, ching t6i thuong an ¢ trong phong
ba vi ba khong thé di xudng tang. C6 [an t6i mdi vai ngudi
ban ctia ba t&i va t6 chirc mot bira lién hoan v&i rugu va pho-
mat ngay trong phong Florence. Khi nhin thdy pho-mat t6i
dem ra, ba v0 cing sung st va dua ngay cho t6i mét loai
khac. Thay vi byc minh, t6i vui mung vi ba van dang la
Florence, va thdm mjy tinh t€ d6 cua ba dang chay trong
huyét quan cua cac con gai toi. Dong thai t6i cling gang ghi
nh& loai pho-mat d6 dé khong bao gio mua nham nira.

Tuy vay, ¢6 nhitng ndi s¢ hai khong bao gio dat, Jed
phai dua Florence t&i bénh vién New Haven it nhit hai Tan
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madi tudn, du Florence ¢6 vé binh phyc nhanh choéng &
nha t6i. Ba &n udng ngon miéng va tdng cin nhanh
chéng.Vao sinh nhit cia ba — ngay 3 thing Ndm — ca nha
ching t61 di an ¢ mét nha hang dm cing. Henry va
Marina — ban cia chiing t6i - t&i choi khéng thé tin duge
ddy chinh la Florence h¢ gip trong bénh vién sdu thang
trude do6. Trong chiéc 4o vét cd cao léch hiéu Issey
Miyake, ba that thanh lich quyén ri va ching c6 ve gi 1a
dau 6m ca.

Nhung vai ngay sau, mong 7 thing Nim la ngdy ching
toi t6 chire ti€c trudng thanh Bat Mitzvah?9 cho Sophia tai
nha. Sang sém hom d6 ching t6i da bi m¢t phen hoang hén
khi Jed cudng cudng dua Florence di vién dé truyén mau
khan cdp. That may, nho cap ciru kip thai, nén nhu c6 phép
than, Florence lai rdt dn khi d6n ti€p 80 vi khach dén nha.
Sau c4c nghi 1€, dudi bau troi xanh thim thdm, trén nhitng
chiéc ban bay hoa tu-lip trang, ching t4i don mén banh my
nudng kiéu Phap, dau tdy, va loat mén d6 hidp

dim-sum3° dic trung Trung Qudc — Sophia va Popo da 1én

*° Bat Mitzvah 14 mét budi 1& tén gido truyén théng cia ngudi Do Thai,
dugc t8 chite cho cac bé gai khi tron 12 tudi sé ¢6 quyén nhu ngudi lon,
phai ty chju trach nhiém vé dao dic ciing nhur cic hanh ddng va quyét
dinh cua minh (ND).

30 Dim-sum: Mén dn nhe ¢ ngudn gbe tir Quang Déng —Trung Qudc,
ddc trung voi nhitng mén hip va om cbt d€ gitr duge huong vi nguyén
thuy nhu banh bao, sui cdo, ha cao. Dim-sum duge phuc vu trong nhiing
chiéc gio tre xinh xan.
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thye don nay — t6i va Jed thyc sy kinh ngac véi viéc phai
tén mat bao nhiéu thgi gian d€ git cho mei viéc don gian va
khiém nhudng dén thé.

M@t tuan sau, Florence cho rang ba da du sttc khoe @€
quay tré lai cin h¢ & New York ctia minh, mién 14 ¢6 y ta
di cung. Ba mit trong can h¢ d6 ngay 21 thang Nam, c6 vé
nhu mét con dot quy da cudp ba di ngay tire khic. T6i
hom d6 ba van dinh sé di ra ngoai udng chat gi d6, ba
chang bao gi¢ biét duge cugc séng cua minh chi con ngian
ngui dén thé. Trong dam tang, ca Sophia va Lulu déu doc
bai di€u ngan ngui do ching ty viét. Trong bai cua Lulu c6
mét doan thé nay:

“Khi Popo séng & nha ching t6i hon mot thang cudi
clng, t6i da danh nhiéu thdi gian bén ba, du chi 14 4n trra
cung nhau, choi bai hay don gian la tré chuyén véi ba.
Trong hai t8i, chiing t6i da duge o riéng vdi nhau — “cham
s6c” 1an nhau. Mjc du ba dau 6m va di lai khong con
nhanh nhen nita, nhung ba van khién t6i thay khong phai
s¢ hai. Ba 1a nguai v6 cung manh mé. Khi nghi vé Popo, t6i
nghi d&én niém vui va tiéng cudi cua ba. Ba thich cam giac
vui vé va diéu d6 cling lam t6i cam théy vui vé theo. Toi sé
nhé ba vd cing.”

Va day la doan Sophia viét:

“Popo luén mudn khuyén khich tri tug¢, hanh phic

thang hoa — d& c6 sinh lyc tran day va tu duy timg gidy

phit. Va tdi nghi ba da c6 dugce diéu d6, cho dén tin phut
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cudi cung. T6i hy vong mét ngay nao d¢6 minh ¢6 thé hoc
duge diéu dy.”

Khi nghe Sophia va Lulu néi nhitng 15i nay, t6i chgt vo
vac ra nhiéu diéu. T6i da ty hao va vui sudng vi Jed va ti
da doi xu voi Florence theo cung cach ctia nguoi Trung
Qudc, va cac con gai da chimg kién ching t6i lam diéu d6.
Toi cling ty hao va vui suéng vi Sophia va Lulu da biét giap
do trong viéc chdm soc Florence. Nhung nhitng cum tir
“thich cam giac vui vé” va “hanh phtc ngép tran” vang lén
trong dau t6i, toi ciing ty hoi khong biét dén lac vé gia, néu
to6i dau Om, cac con gai ¢6 mang t6i vé nha ching va lam
nhu vdy véi toi hay khong — hay la ching sé chon hanh
phic va ty do?

Hanh phiic khong phai la mot khai niém toi thudng
huéng téi. Viéc nudi day con cai cua ngudi Trung Qudc
khéng nhdm vao hanh phic. Piéu nay thuong lam téi lo
lang. Khi nhin vao hai ciy dan — duong cdm va vi cam - thu
pham giy ra nhitng vét chai trén ngoén tay cac con, hay
nhitng diu ring trén chiéc duong cam, thi thoang téi dot
nhién thay hoai nghi.

Nhung day mdi la van dé. Khi quan sat nhitng gia dinh
phuong Tay xung quanh chia nam xé bay, ca cen trai cling
nhu con gii, khi truong thanh déu khéng & cung bo me,
tham chi 1a khong chuyén tro gi véi ho nita — t6i thiy da sai
[am khi cho phép minh hoai nghi. Trong thoi gian chiu

- 140 -



POPO

dung nép giao duc ha khac cua gia dinh, t6i da tin tudng
rang viéc nudi day con céi kiéu phuong Tay tot hon vi gén
lién v4i hanh phie. That kinh ngac khi c6 biét bao bac cha
me phuong Tay cao tudi t6i gap, déu lac dau budn ba ma
nodi rang, “Khi lam cha lam me r6i ban chang thé nao chién
thiang. Bat ké ban c¢6 lam gi di nira thi khi lon 1én con céi
cing chang hai long v&i ban.”

Ngugec lai, t61 khong thé noi v6i ban c6 bao nhiéu ngusi
chiu A t6i gap, du thira nhan phai chiju bao khuén phép
nghiém khac dén nghet thé va nhitng doi hoi khat khe d¢én
tan nhan cua b8 me, nhung van vui ve cho rang ban than ho
vo cung biét on cha me va sé cham séc ho tin tam hét mic,
ma khong c6 chit gi 1a cay dang hay oan gién ca.

T6i khong ro vi sao lai thé. Coé thé db la sy tdy nao.
Hodc c6 thé la hoi ching Stockholms3:. Nhung c6 mat
diéu toi dam chéc d6 la: tré em phuong Tay ro rang la
cling chang hanh phuc gi hon tré em Trung Qudéc.

3 Theo tam ly hoc, thi hdi chimg Stockholm 13 mét thudt ngit mod ta hién
tugng tam Iy nghich, trong d6 con tin thé hién sy dong cam va cé cam
xdc tich cye vai ke bat coc minh. Héi chimg ndy duge @it tén theo vu
cubp ngin hang tai Stockholm ma cic nhin vién ngin hang bj bt lam
con tin d3 cu k&t va con bao vé bon tdi pham. (ND)
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@?Zi nguoi rat cam d¢ng khi nghe nhimg loi cua

Sophia va Lulu trong dam tang cua ba ngi. Sau 36, mdt
nguoi ban than cta Florence, ba Sylvia buén ba néi rang:
“Gia nhu Florence nghe dugc diéu ching noéi, han ring
chang c6 diéu gi-khién ba dy hanh phic hon thé.” Con
nhitng ban bé khac thi ban khoin, lam thé nao ma mot dira
tré mudi ba tudi va mgt dira 1én mudi lai ¢6 thé bjce 1 tinh
cam v&i Florence sau sac nhu vay?

Nhung d6 la chuyén hiu truong.

Viéc nay that sy bat dau tir vai nam truée day, khi cac
con gai cua toi con kha nho, khoang bay va bon tudi.
Hom @b 1a sinh nhat cua t6i, t8 chitc & mét nha hang Y
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xoang xoang vi Jed quén khong dit ché & mot noi tw
té hon.

V&i mdc cam tgi 161, Jed ¢d gang pha tro. “Pugc-day-
chit! Bita tiéc nay s€ la bita tiéc sinh nhat tuyét-voi cho Me
yéu! Phai khong cac con? Va ¢6 mét bat ngd nho nho cho

Me yéu — phai khong cac con gai?”

T6i nhing miéng banh my focaccia vao chi€c dia nho
dung dau 6-liu ma ngudi phuc vu don cho ching t6i. Trudc
sy giuc gia cua Jed, Lulu trao cho t6i “
hoéa ra chi 1a m¢t tdm buu thi€p. Chinh xac hon, d6 1a mot

t& gidy dugce gdp d6i, véi hinh khuén mit rit 1on cudi toe

sy bit ngd” cia no,

phia truée. Bén trong 1a-dong chit “Chlic ming sinh nhit,
Me yéu! Yéu me, Lulu”, duge nguéch ngoac bang bt chi
mau & phia trén mgt khuoén mit cudi nita. Hin Lulu lam
tdm buu thi€p nay chang hét dén 20 gidy.

T6i qua o nhitng gi Jed s& lam. Anh &y bao, “0, dep qua
— cam on con yéu” va dit mét ny hon “khéach sio” 1én tran
Lulu. R6i anh néi rang anh khong d6i lam, chi cin mét bat
stip, hodc thém chat banh my va nuéc 1a duge, nhung moi
nguoi cd thé goi bao nhiéu tuy thich.

T6i tra lai cho Lulu tdm thiép. “Me khong thich céi nay”,
toi noéi. “Me mudn mét cai khac dep hon kia — mot cai ma
con bo vao do chiit it tinh cam va ¢d gang. Me ¢6 mét ci hop
ddc biét giit tit ca nhitng tAm buu thi€p ctia con va Sophia, va
tam thi€p nay chang thé xép vao ché nao trong d6.”
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“Cai gi co a?” Lulu hoi lai, giong day hoai nghi. Toi kip
nhin thiy nhimg giot mo6 héi 1dm tAm rin ra trén tran Jed.

Toi giat lai t&m thi€p va lat ngugce lai. Ro6i 161 tir trong
tai xach ra cay bt va nguéch ngoac “Chtc ming sinh
nhat Lulu Vui nh¢n!” T6i thém mot vio mot guong mat
ciu kinh to tudng. “N&u me ting cho con cii nay nhidn
dip sinh nhat con, Luly, con ¢6 thich khong? Nhung me
khong bao gi¢ lam thé&, Lulu a. Khéng. Mg tidng con
nhimg chiéc cau trugt diéu ky to tuéng ton kém hang
tram d6-la. Me tang con nhirng chi€c banh kem khéng 16
hinh chim cénh cut, va me tiéu dén nira thang luong vao
nhing hinh dan ngd ngin va bira tiéc cyc tiy du hinh ngé
nghinh chi € mei ngudi ném né di. Me di lam viée cyc
nhoc d€ mang lai cho con nhiing sinh nhit tuyét voit Me
ximg dang dugce tha t6t hon thé nay! Vi vdy, me tir chol
n6. T6i thay tdm buu thiép lai.

“Cho phép con mdt gidy duge khong a?” Sophia 1i nhi
hoi. “Con cdn cho me thiy thirnay a.”

“Dua me xem nao, Sophia. Dua ra day.”

Hai mat mé to kinh hai, Sophia chdm chap 16i tdm buu
thié€p ra. D6 1a tdm buu thi€p 16n hon cua Lulu, duge lam
biing gidy vé mau do, nhung trong d6 tinh cam dat dao
cling rong tuéch tuong ty. Con bé vé vai bong hoa va viét
“Con yéu me! Chiic mimng sinh nhit Me yéu t6t nhit tran
doi! Me yéu la s 1!”
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“Tréng dugce ddy, Sophia”, toi lanh ling ndi, “nhung van
khong on. Khi bang tudi con, me da viét mot bai tho ting ba
ngoai nhan sinh nhat ba. Me diy tit s6m, lau sach nha cira va
don bita sang cho ba. Me ¢ gang nghi ra nhitng y tuong sing
tao va lam cho ba nhitng phiéu ki€u nhu ‘Mgt Tan Rua xe
Mién phi’ chang han.”

“Con cling muén lam tht gi 6 dep hon, nhung me néi
con phai choi dan”, Sophia phan déi day phan ng.

“Con nén day s6m hon mdi phai”, téi phan phao.

Rat khuya hém d6, t6i nhan duge hai tdm buu thiép dep
hon rat nhiéu, toi rat thich ching va giit ti tan bay gio.

Toi da ké lai ti mi cau chuyén nay v&i Florence ngay sau
dé. Ba cuoi 16n day ngac nhién, nhung truée sy kinh ngac
cua t6i, ba khong heé ché trach. “Co6 thé me nén tha lam diéu
gl d6 giong nhu vay vai con cai minh ching”. R6i ba tram
ngam ndi. “Cé6 vé nhu néu con phai doi hoi méi co6 duge
diéu gi d6, thi no sé chang con gia tri nira.”

“Con nghi s€ duy y chi néu chi trong d¢i con cai ty lam
diéu gi d6 dang dan”, t6i néi. “Hon nita, néu me bude
ching phai 1am diéu me mudn, me khong con phai byc doc

vi ching nira.”
“Nhung bon ching sé buc dgc véi con.” Florence phan bac.

T6i hdi tudng lai cuge trao d6i nhiéu ndm truée, trong

ngay dua tang ba. Theo luat 1§ ton gido cua Jed, vigc chon

- 145 -



KHUC CHIEN CA CUA ME HO

cét phai dugce tién hanh s¢m nhit c6 thé sau khi qua dai, ly
tuong la trong vong 24 tiéng dong ho. Cai chét bt ngo cua
Florence dau dugc chuin bi, va trong mot ngay Jed phai
chuin bi nao m$ phin, nao gido sy, nha tang lé, va cac dich
vy khac. Nhu thudng 1€, Jed giai quyét cong viéc rat nhanh
chong va hiéu qua. Anh kim nén mgi cam xic, nhung
dudng nhu toan than Jed run rdy, gang nén chju noéi mét

mat 16n lao.

Toi thdy cac con trong phong ngu sang hom dé, nam rdc
lai v61 nhau. Ca hai déu choang vang, va khiép dam. Tu
truGe téi nay, ching chua ting phai chirng kién nguoi than
nao qua dgi. Chung ciling chua bao gio di dua dam ai. Va
Popo than yéu, méi tuin trude théi, van vui vé cudi dua o
ngay phong bén canh ching.

T6i nodi vai cac con 1a ching cin viét mot bai phat biéu
ngan vé Popo, d€ doc ¢ nha tang 1é chiéu d6. “Khong, me
oi, lam on dung bat con lam diéu d6”, Sophia rung rung
noi. “Con thyce sy cam thay khong can phai lam nhu thé.”

Lulu nitc ng, “Con khong thé. Me di di.”

“Cac con phai lam”, t6i ra 1énh. “Ca hai con. Popo sé
muén diéu @6 day.”

Ban nhap cua Sophia dau tién that kinh khing, lan man,
hoi hgt. Caa Lulu ciling chang kha khiam hon gi, nhung téi
doi hoi & Sophia nhiéu hon. Cé 1é vi qua bai rdi, téi quat
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con bé: “Co thé€ nay thoi a, Sophia?” Téi han hoc. “Thit 1a
kinh khing. Khong mot chat thiu hi€u. Khong mét chat
sau sic. Hét nhu mot tdm thiép Hallmark ma Popo cdm
thu. Con thit 1a ich ky. Popo yéu quy con biét bao nhiéu,
vay ma con lai lam ra cai thir nay!”

Khéc 0a 1én, Sophia hét 1én véi toi, khién t61 giat minh
hoang hot, vi gidng tinh cach cua Jed chir khong nhu Lulu
va t6i — ndi gidn dit cua Sophia thuong am i chi khong
bung phat. “Me khéng ¢6 quyén dé€ néi Popo thich céi gi!
Tham chi me khong hé yéu quy Popo — me chi gan né véi
nhimg gia trj Trung Qudc cua me va ton trong nguoi cao
tubi ma thoi, con tét ca nhitng gi me lam la ch€ nhao ba. T4t
ca nhirng diéu nhé nhit ba lam - tham chi cd moén
couscous (thit him nhir ki€u Bac Phi) — chi phan anh sy
thiéu hyt vé dao dace tram trong d6i véi me. Tai sao me lai
nhur vdy — Manichaean32? Tai sao moi thir lai phai trang den
ro rang nhu thé?”

T61 ngdm nghi day cam phan, t61 khong nhao bang ba.
T61 chi bao vé cac con gai t61 khoi viée nudi day theo kiéu
lang man sé khién ching thét bai ma thoi. Va lai, chinh t6i
la ngusi da dem lai cho Florence tét ca, dam bao ba duge

32 Manichaean: ngudi theo Mani gido (con goi 12 Minh gido), mét gido
phai bt ngudn tir Ba Tu, dugc luu truyén réng rai 6 Trung Hoa thai nha
Dudng. Nhimg ngudi thude gido phai nay it giao ti€p voi ngudi khac nén
thudng bi coi 14 ta gido, ma gido (BT).
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gap cac chau gai moi lac. Téi da trao cho Florence nguon
hanh phtc tuyét voi nhit — nhitng ¢6 chau gai xinh dep, 1€
phép, dugc gido dyc dén noi dén chén ma ba c6 thé ty hao.
Lam th€& nao ma Sophia, qua théng minh va con biét ca tir
Manichaean lai khong hiéu duge nhu thé, thay vao d6 né
lai quay ra cong kich t6i?

BEé ngoai, t6i bo qua con gidn gilt cua Sophia. Thay vao
do, t6i dua ra vai dé xuit sira bai viét cia Sophia — nhimng
diéu vé ba ndi ma con bé cb thé ké ra. T6i béat con bé noi vé
Ho6 Pha L€ va viéc di t6i bao tang cung Florence.

Sophia chang thém 138y m¢t ggi ¥ nao t6i vira dua ra.
Doéng sam canh cira khi t6i vira di khoi, con bé ty giam
minh trong phong ngu va viét lai bai phat biéu cta minh.
Khong hé nhin t61, né tir chdi cho t6i xem, tham chi sau khi
da binh tinh trd lai va mic chiéc vay den va tit quan mau
den. Sau d6, tai budi 1€, khi ding trén byc phat biéu, trong
Sophia rat binh tinh va nghiém trang, t6i s€ khong bao gic
quén dugc nhitng 161 chua cay con bé da noi:

“Popo khong bao gio sdp dat bat ct diéu gi — mét
cudc tro chuyén khéng chéan thanh, mét bo phim cho téi
mot cudn sach gia tao, mot thé hién du chi 1a chit it cam
xtc thiéu thanh thyc. Popo sé khdng cho phép ngudi
khéc vé ra nhitng 1¢i 1€ budc toi phai ndi.”

D6 khong phai la bai phat biéu ly tusng; Lulu cling vay,
con bé n6i bang cam xic tuyét voi va sy dinh dac cua ¢6 bé
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1én muoi. TOi cd thé tudng tugng Florence rang rd mim
cuoi va néi: “Toi dang thang hoa.”

Hon nita, Florence da dang. Bon tré ro rang da phat
dién 1én vi t6i. Nhung 1a m{t ngudi me Trung Qudc, t6i bo
ngoai tai nhimg 11 d6.
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9 : :Zl a he sau khi Florence mit that ning né. Dau tién

la viéc t6i kep lén chéan cta Sophia. Con bé nhay khoi xe dé
tom 14y cai vgt tennis trong khi t6i van dang Iui xe, va mat
ca chin trai cia né ddp vao banh truge. Ca téi va Sophia
déu sg chét khi€p. Con bé phai trai qua cudc phau thuat va
két qua la hai cai dinh tuéng duge dong vao chan. Sophia
phai mang nep dinh hinh to tuéng va dung nang sudt
nhitng ngay con lai cia mua heé, diéu nay khién tam trang
con bé that t6i t€, nhung chi it thi cling cho n6 nhiéu thdi
gian d€ luyén dan hon.

Tuy nhién, cling c6 mét diéu t6t dep trong cufc sdng
cua chiing t6i, d6 chinh la Coco, mdi ngay mgt dé thuong
hon. N6 ¢6 anh huéng ky la t6i ca bén ching t6i: Chi can
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nhin no 1a tinh than ching t6i phidn chin han lén. Sy thit
1a nhu vdy, du t6i timg c6 bao nhiéu tham vong nhung tat
ca da dugc thay thé baoi mot diéu duy nhat: Khi né nhin téi
day van xin bang d6i mat mau s6-c¢6-la hinh qua hanh thi
toi sé€ lam bat cr ditu gi n6 mudn, thudong la chay khoang
bén dim, du mua gid, tuyét roi, hay 1a nang gat. Ngugc
lai, Coco cling dong long trac an. Toi biét no ghét viéc t6i
la hét cic ¢ con gai, nhung né khdéng bao gid chi trich toi
va duong nhu hi€u rang t6i dang ¢6 gang d€ tro thanh mét
ba me chu toan.

T6i khong con cam thay dau khd khi phai sira lai nhitng
mo udc vé Coco — t6i chi mudn né vui vé ma théi. Cudi
cung thi tdi cling nhén ra rang Coco thue sy chi 1a mt con
vit, vé ban chit 1a tiém nédng chic chan kém xa Sophia va
Lulu. Mgc du thye t€ 1a ¢6 vai giong ché ¢6 thé tham gia vao
d6i do bom min hay phat hién ma tiy, nhung ban van thiy
hoan toan dé chiu v&i da phan loai ché khong c6 nghiép vu
hay bit cir kj ndng dic biét nao.

Trong thai gian nay t6i ¢6 nhiéu cude chuyén tro trao ddi
vé nhilmg d6i thay cia ddi song v4i ngudi ban thong minh va
cing la déng nghiép cua t6i — Peter. Anh &y c6 thé ndi sau
thar tiéng va doc duge mudi mét thit tiéng, trong d6 ¢6 ca chir
Phan va chir Hy Lap ¢6. La mdt nghé sy duong cim b&m
sinh, [an dau tién xuit hién trudc céng chiing New York khi
¢on ¢ vao tudi thi€u nién, Petor 43 tham dy mét trong nhitng
buéi biéu dién cua Sophia & Neighborhood Music School.
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Sau d6, Peter noi vai toi rang anh thay cach choi dan cua
Sophia that sy ddc biét. R6i anh néi thém, “T6i khong
mudn can thiép hay lam gi dau, nhung chi ¢6 nghi téi
trudng Am nhac Yale bao gis khong? C6 thé Sophia can
dugce thir véi mot trong nhitng gido vién am nhac ¢ d6.”

“Y anh la... thay d6i gido vién?” T6i nbi, dau 6¢c bat dau
tinh toan. Neighborhood Music School timg la mot trong
nhitmg truong duge wa chudng nhat trong gan maot thap
ky nay.

“0, dlng thé,” Peter néi. “Tdi chic rang Neighborhood
Music School 12 mét noi tuyét voi. Nhung so sanh véi
nhitng dra tré khac ¢ day thi Sophia & mét dang cip khac.
T4t nhién la diéu d6 tuy thudc hoan toan vao muc tiéu cia
chila gi. C6 thé chi chi muén d€ chau choi cho vui ma théi.”

biéu nay lam toi sung s6t. Khong ai cho rang téi chi ¢6
gang d€ cho vui. Va thét 1a trung h¢p ngau nhién, t6i ciing
vira nhan duge mét ci dién thoai tit mdt ngudi ban khac
dua ra nhitng nhén xét va ggi y giong hét nhu vay vai Lulu.

T6i 46, to1 gui di hai e-mail quyét dinh. Bite dau tién gui
t6i mot nghé sy vi ¢im méi t6t nghiép trudng Am nhac Yale
tén 1a Kiwon Nahm, ngudi t6i timg thué dé€ giup Lulu luyén
tap. Bic th{t hai cho Gido su Wei-Yi Yang, nguoi tré nhat
mdi vao khoa duong cim ling lay cua truong Yale, va theo
nhitng théng tin thu thip duge thi 1a mot thin dong 4m
nhac va man cam dac biét vdi duong cam.
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Moi viéc dién ra nhanh hon téi trong dgi. That may
man, Gido su Yang da biét dén Sophia; 6ng tirng nghe
Sophia choi ban t& tdu cho duong cam ciua Mozart trong
mot budi biéu dién giy quy tir thién va c6 &n tugng rat tot.
Ong dong ¥ di &n trua véi toi vao cudi thang Tam, khi 6ng
két thic chuong trinh biéu dién mua he.

biéu tha vi khéng kém ciling xay dén v4i Lulu. Kiwon —
nguoi tung biéu dién fan diu tién ¢ Trung tam Lincoln
danh gia v6i tu cach 1a nghé sy djc tdu khi méi ¢ tudi musi
hai — da hao phéng gigi thiéu Lulu v&i gido vién cil tén la
Almita Vamos. C6 Vamos cung Roland chong c¢6 la mot
trong nhimg gido vién vi cdm hang diu trén thé gi6i. Ho da
dugc vinh danh dén sau [an & Nha trang. Hoc tro cii cua ho
la nhitng nghé sy ddc tdu néi ti€éng nhu Rachel Barton va rat
nhiéu nhitg ngudi gianh nguyét qué€ vinh quang trong cac
cudce thi am nhac qudc té€ uy tin. Hai nguoi song ¢ Chicago,
va chi nhin day nhitng sinh vién tai ning, phan 14n trong
d6 1a ngudi chau A.

Chung t6i néng long chd dgi ¢6 Vamos tra 1¢i. Mt tuan
sau d6, ching t6i nhan dugc e-mail. C6 Vamos moi Lulu dén
choi dan cho ¢6 nghe & Hoc vién Chautauqua thudc ving
ngoai 6 New York, noi ¢6 nghi ngoi mua he d6. C6 Vamos
hen ching t6i vao ngay 29 thang Bay — cach ngay nhéan thu
von ven ba tuan.

Hai muoi ngay ti€p sau d6, Lulu chang lam gi khéac ngoai
viéc luyén dan. D€ ép cho Lulu tién b hét mitc ¢ thé, toi
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thué Kiwon t4i hai, ¢6 khi 14 ba [an mét ngay d€ luyén tap
cung con bé. Khi Jed thay bién lai thanh toan, anh khong thé
tin ndi vao mat minh. T6i ndi voi Jed 1a ching t6i sé thu xép
chuyén nay béng vi¢c khong dn tdi & ngoai sudt ca mua hé va
chang mua sdm quin 40 mdi gi nita hét. “Hon nita”, t6i hy
vong tran tré nai ti€p, “d6 méi chi bang phan tam tng anh
nhén dugce cho cudn tiéu thuyét cia minh théi ma.”

“Tot hon hét anh nén bat tay viét phan ti€p theo cua
cudn ti€u thuyét ngay tir bay gi¢ théi”, Jed néi nhu dinh
dong cot.

“Chang gi tot hon viéc tiéu tién vao con cai ching ta ca”,
t6i ung dung dap loi.

Jed con c6 mot bat ngd khong may dé chju nita. Toi
tudng la lai xe di gdp c¢6 Vamos sé mat khoang tdm ba
dén bon ti€éng d6ng hd la cung, va noi véi Jed nhur vay.
Trudce ngay ching toi 1én lich d€ di, Jed mang ra mot tdm
ban d0 va bao, “Nao, em chi lai mot Iin nita xem dia
diém day o dau?”

Bat hanh thay, t6i khong nhan ra rang New York qua
16n. Chautauqua héa ra lai nam & gin Lake Erie, chang

cach bién gigi Canada bao xa.

“Amy oi, phai mat dén chin tiéng ddy chir khong phai ba
gio déng ho dau”, Jed buc tirc bao. “Ching ta sé phai ¢ lai
day bao 1au?”
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“Chi m¢t dém thoi. Em dang ky cho Sophia mét khoa
hoc trén may tinh, bat dau vao thir Hai — ¢6 nhiéu thir cuén
hiat con bé trong khi né dang phai dung nang. Nhung em
chac la ching ta chi di mat khoang bay tiéng... ”

“Chung ta phai lam gi v6i Coco day?” Jed ngit 1gi. Coco
timg & trong mot ngoi nha d6 dén hai thang troi va chua
bao gi¢ di dau xa ca.

“Em nghi la s€ rat vui néu mang né di cung. b6 cing la
chuyén di dau tién cta n6 cing chling ta.”

“Day dau phai 1a mét ky nghi vai viéc 1ai xe 18 tiéng trong
hai ngay”, Jed phan bac, t6i nghi la ¢6 chut it ich ky. “Con cai
chin gay cta Sophia thi sao? Li€u con bé c¢6 treo dugce cai
chén lén cao su6t khong? Ma lam thé€ nao d€ nhét ca nha vao
trong xe day?”

Chung t6i di mot chiéc Jeep Cherokee cii. T6i dé xudt la
Sophia ¢6 thé nam ¢ gh€ sau va g6i dau vao long Lulu, con
chan con bé sé dugc d& bang gdi. Coco co6 theé nam ¢ phia
sau vdi va-li va mdy cay vi cam (ving, miy ciy, toi sé giai
thich sau). “Con thém mét thir nita”, t6i n6i thém. “Em da
yéu cau Kiwon di cung v&i ching ta, va bao la sé tra thu lao
cho ¢6 4y theo gig, tinh ca thoi gian di chuyén.”

“Cai gi co?” Jed khong tin vao tai minh. “Th€ la sé
phai tra t6i ba nghin do-la ddy. Va lam th€ nao ma nhét
dugce thém cb ta vao xe nita ch? D€ ¢6 iy phia sau cung
vOi Coco a?”
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“Co 4y c6 thé di bang xe cua c6 iy — em da ndi véi ¢o ay
la s€ tra tién xdng diu réi — nhung thye long thi ¢6 &y cling
khong thich di lai. Ching dudng qua dai, va ¢6 ta phai huy
cac gio day khac. D€ 16i kéo dugce ¢6 4y, em da moi ca ban
trai md&i Aaron cua ¢6 4y di ciung, va d€ nghj sé dit phong &
mét khach san xinh xin cho ho trong ba dém. Em da tim
thdy mot noi thi vi 1a William Seward Inn, em da dat cho
moéi nguoi mgt phong d6i hang sang roéi.”

“Ba dém kia a”, Jed néi, “Em vui tinh that ddy.”

“Néu anh mudn, em va anh sé & trong mét khach san ré
tién hon cho tiét kiém.”

“Anh khéng mudn.”

“Aaron 1a mét ngudi rat dé chju”, t6i thuyét phyc Jed.
“Anh sé thdy mén ciu ta. Cau 4y choi kén co Phap, va quy
ché. Cau 4y sé trong Coco mién phi trong khi chiing ta gap

¢6 Vamos.”

Ching t6i ra di tir sdng sém tinh mo, Kiwon va Aaron lai
chiéc Honda mau trang theo sau chiéc Jeep ciing mau trang
cua chuing t6i. Chuyén di chiang hé dé chju. Jed noéi oang
oang khi lai xe sudt doc duong, vé mot van dé dao to bla
16n nao d6 khién t6i dién hét ca dau. Sophia kéu am1la nd
dau, va mau thi nhu doéng cimg lai. “No6i cho con nghe lai
xem nao — tai sao con phai di chi?” N6 hoi véi vé cue ky
ngay tho.
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“Vi gia dinh luén luén phai bén nhau”, t6i tra 1oi.
“Hon nira, day la sy kién quan trong véi Lulu, con phai
giup em chit.”

Su6t chin ti€ng déng ho t6i ngdéi bit chan chit ngi
cimg do ca ngudi ¢ ghé trudce, cung véi thite an cua Coco,
hanh 1y, va tdim tham nat nhir noi d6i chan téi dang tga
lac. Dau t6i bj ép chat gitra hai cai nang xoay ngang cua
Sophia dang bi hat chit vao ché kinh chan gié.

Trong khi d6, Lulu hanh d¢ng nhu thé€ né ching may
may quan tdm gi dén thé gigi. D6 chinh la diém gigp t6i
nhan ra con bé dang khié€p hai dé€n thé nao.
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/ E ?a
ai gi co?” Jed hoi. “Noi lai xem anh ¢6 nghe nham
khong nao.” Do la cuge tro chuyén dién ra mét thang trudge
chuyén di t&i Chautauqua.

“Em noéi la em khong nghi dén vigc g tién vao cac quy
huu tri nira. Khong déng nita, ngoai trir m¢t nguén tur
Cleary.” Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen, va Hamilton la tén cia hang
luit ¢ Wall Street ma t6i ting lam truée khi sinh Sophia.

“Véi bat ky ai thi diéu nay cling hoan toan la dién r6”,
Jed noi. “Pau tién la em sé phai tra mt khoan thué khong
16 va chju phat mit nira s6 ti€n. Quan trong hon, chiing ta
can phai danh dum s6 tién d6 cho lac vé gia. b6 1a ly do cac
quy huu tri hoat déng. D4y ciling 1a mgt phan cua tién b va

van minh.”
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“Em can mua mot tha”, toi tra 1o1.

“La cai gi ha Amy”, Jed hoi. “Néu d6 1a thir em thye sy can
thiét, anh sé tim cach xoay x¢ d€ mua nd.”

To6i d3 vé cung may mén trong tinh yéu. Jed dep trai,
hai huge, thong minh, va chiu dung duge tinh khi thit
thudng “ca théem chong chan” cla téi. To6i von ching mua
sdm gi nhiu. T6i khong may thich tht v&i viéc mua sdm,
chang massage mit cling khong son sira méng tay, d6
trang sirc lai cang khong. Nhung doi khi sé€ c6 nhimg tht
khién t6i ham mudn khong thé kim nén dugc 1a phai s&
hitu ching — nhu con ngya bang dit nung ning téi 300kg
mua ¢ Trung Qudc chiang han, né da bi vé nat ngay mua
déng sau d6 — nhung Jed van ludn luén xoay x¢ d€ sam
ching cho t6i. Lan nay, t6i mé man 14 lan véi viéc mua
mot ciy vi cam thét t6t cho Lulu.

T6i da lién lac v&i vai nha cung cdp vi cam uy tin dugce
moi ngudi gidi thiéu, hai ngudi ¢ New York, mot & Boston,
va mét ¢ Philadelphia. T6i yéu cdu moéi nha cung cdp gui
cho téi ba ciy c6 cung mic gia dé cho Lulu thi. Ho thuong
gui cho t6i han bon céy, trong d6 ba cay da ghi ré6 miec gia,
va cdy con lai “ngodi mirc gia theo yéu ciu chit dinh” -
thuong dong nghia voi viéc dat gap d6i — “nhung ching toi
quyét dinh gui di cung, du c6 thé nao di nira, vi day la mot
cay dan dic biét va c6 thé chinh 1a th& chj dang tim kiém.”
Nhing ctra hang vi cam ciing c6 cach thitc ban hang tuong
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ty nhu nhitng nha buén tham & Uzbekistan. Khi ching t6i
tim ra duge mic gia mdi cho mai loai, t6i ¢d gang thuyét
phuc Jed ring d6 la mot cay dan dang déng tién bat gao,
nhu la cac tic phadm nghé thuat hoic bat dong san dy. Jed
cdc 16¢ dap lai: “Vi vay ching ta méi phai thue sy kiém
nhiéu tién hon s6 ching ta tiéu pha?”

Trong khi d6, t6i va Lulu sung sudng lén may. Moi khi
c6 mét kién hang do UPS chuyén t6i, chiing t6i phai boc
ra ngay tirc thi ch®t ching thé cho dgi thém mot gidy mot
phut nao. Thit 1a vui sudng khi duge choi trén nhimg cay
dan khac nhau, so sanh chat liéu gé va am thanh, biét
dugce cac ngudn goc khac nhau cua ching, va ¢ gang tim
ra nhitng dac di€ém khac nhau gitta ching. Ching t6i da
thwr vai cdy méi nhung chu yéu la nhitng cay dan cd, tu
nhitng ndm 1930 hodc trudc d6. Ching t6i thir cac cay
dan tir Anh, Phap, va Dic, nhung phin 1én 1a tr Y,
thugng la tt Cremona, Genoa, hay Naples. T6i va Lulu
bat ca nha phai tham gia nhimg bai kiém tra bang cach
bit méat lai, d&€ xem chiing t6i c¢6 thé nhan ra cay dan nao
la cay dan nao va liéu chiing téi ¢6 gitt nguyén lya chon
khi khong nhin thiy cac cay dan nita khong.

Van @€ cua t6i va Lulu 14 ching t6i vira xung khéc voi
nhau nhung ching t6i lai giéng nhau kinh khung. Ching t6i
c6 thé vui vé bén nhau nhung d6ng thoi lai 1am nhau dau
dén. Chung t6i ludn biét r6 1a ngudi kia dang nghi gi — nhu
th€ 1a mt hinh thitc tra tin tinh than duge dan san thé tran

- 160 -



HO BOI

- va ca hai ching t6i déu chang th€ giup gi cho nhau.
Ching t6i déu c6 xu hudng noi cho sudng miéng minh roi
sau d6 sé thdy on hon. Jed khong bao gi¢ hiéu duge, luc
nay ching tdi de doa la hét nhau dén chét di duge nhung
lac sau ching toi da lai ndm sat canh nhau réi. Lulu 6m
chit 1ay t6i, tro chuyén quanh viéc tdp dan, hay doc cai gi
d6 va cung cuoi pha 1én.

Du sao, rot cudce roi chiing toi cling dé€n duge phong thu
am cua c¢6 Vamos ¢ Hoc vién Chautauqua, chung t6i dem
theo khong chi mft ma t4i ba cdy vi cam. Ching t6i da

khong thé nao dua ra quyét dinh cudi cung duge.

“Tuyét vai!” ¢6 Vamos bao. “Vui qua. Toi rét thich
duge thir dan.” C6 Vamos 1a ngudi thuye t€, sic sao va ¢
chinh kién, véi sy hai hude tinh quai. Co cling 1a ngudi ¢o
y kién doc 1ap (“T6i ghét ban Viotti 23. Té nhat kinh
ngudi!), & o toat ra vé quyén lye va uy nghiém. C6 cling
rat himg thia v6i bon tré — hay it ra la nhu vy véi Lulu,
c6 vé nhu ¢6 da c6 cam tinh ngay tir phat dau tién gip.
Véi Jed cling vdy, ¢6 Vamos va Jed rat tim dau y hep.
Ngudi ¢6 khong wa nhit, t6i nghi, c¢6 1€ chinh la t6i. T6i
c6 cam giac la c¢6 da timg gdp hang tram, ciling c6 thé la
hing nghin, bi me chiu A va ¢6 nhin ra ngay gu thdm my
kém cdi & toi.

Lulu choi ban concerto s§ 3 cua Mozart cho ¢6 Vamos
nghe. Ngay sau 46, ¢6 Vamos noéi riang Lulu c6 khiéu am
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nhac tuyét vgi. C6 hoi Lulu ¢6 thich choi vi cam khong. Toi
hau nhu nin th, thye 1ong khong biét cau tra 161 sé ra sao.
Lulu tra 1oi 1a ¢d. Sau @6, ¢d Vamos néi v4i Lulu 1a mac du
6 lgi th€ la nang khi€u am nhac bdm sinh — vi ¢6 nhitng
thir khong thé day dé duge — nhung né lai non kém vé ky
thuat. Roi ¢6 hoi Lulu 14 thich luyén tap theo gam (“Loai
nao”) hay theo khuc luyén (“La nhirng khic nao”).

C6 Vamos noi voi Lulu 1a tat ca nhitng diéu d6 déu phai
thay d6i néu con bé thyc sy mudn trg thanh mét nghg sy vi
cam gioi giang. Con bé can phai luyén tip rit nhiéu ca theo
gam lan cac khuc luyén dé phat trién ky thuét hoan hao, tri
nhé déo dai, va am diéu chuin xac. C6 Vamos cling noi véi
Lulu la né phai di chuyén nhiéu hon nhung chim hon;
ching hay ho gi khi phai trai qua sau thang tr¢i dé tip moéi
phdn mo ddu cua ban concerto. “Hoc tro cua tdi bang tudi
em cb thé hoc toan ban concerto chi trong hai tudn — em

cling sé phai lam dugc nhu vay.”

Sau do6, ¢6 Vamos tap cho Lulu ban nhac cua Mozart
timg dong mét, chinh cho cach choi chuan xac ngay truge
mat toi. Co6 Vamos qua la mét gido vién dac biét: khat khe
nhung hai huéc, nghiém khic nhung day cam himg. M{t
gi¢ dong ho troi qua — lac nay da ¢6 ndm, sau hoc sinh dén,
6m nhac cu ngbi ngay trén san — c¢6 Vamos d€ bai tip cho
Lulu choi mét minh va néi véi chiing t6i rang c6 4y rat vui

long gap con bé vao ngay hom sau.
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T61 khong tin vao tai minh. C6 Vamos muén gip lai
Lulu. T6i gdn nhu nhay ra khoi gh€ — va chac chan sé lam
nhu thé néu lic d6 t6i khoéng nhin thdy Coco ludt qua
khung ctra s6, chay theo la Aaron véi s¢i xich phia sau.

“Cai gi th€ kia?” ¢6 Vamos hoi.
“b6 la Coco, con ché cua nha em”, Lulu tra la1.

“Co thich ché. Va con ch6 nha em tréng dé thuong lam”,
mot gido vién day vi cdm ndi ti€ng nhat thé gigi da ndi nhuw
vay ddy. “Chung ta sé nghe xem am thanh cua nhiing cay
dan nay nhu thé nao vao ngay mai nhé”, ¢6 néi thém. “T6i
thich dan cua Y, nhung khai pha mét ciy ctia Phap ciing

chang sao ca.”

Quay trg vé khach san, t6i phan khich run nguoi. Téi
khong thé tri hoan vigc luyén tap dugce nira — that la mét co
hoi lon lao! T6i biét 1a ¢6 Vamos bi nhitng ké sin dudi
ngudi chau A vay quanh, nhung t6i da kién quyét sé lam
cho ¢6 ngac nhién hon nira, cho ¢6 thiy ban linh cta ching
t6i thé nao.

T6i 161 ban nhac cua Mozart ra, vira lac thidy Lulu thoai
mai nga ngudi xudng chiéc ghé banh. “Ai cha”, con bé thd
ra vé hai long, guc dau vé phia truge. “Thét 1a mét ngay dé
chju. Di 4n toi thoi a.”

“An toi 4?” t6i khong tin vao tai minh. “Lulu, ¢6 Vamos

da giao bai cho con. C6 dy mudn thdy con tién b nhanh
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thé nao. Viéc nay quan trong v6 cung cht khong phai tro
choi. Lai day. Bat dau tap di.”

“Me dang néi gi ddy a? Con da choi dan sust nam tiéng
déng hé roi.” Thyc t&€ ding la nhu vay: con bé da tip sudt
budi sang véi Kiwon trude khi dén gap c¢6 Vamos. “Con
mudn duge nghi ngoi. Con khéng thé choi thém chit nao
nita hét. Hon nita da ndm ruGi chiéu roi. Pén gig dn téi roi
con gi.”

“Ném ruci khong phai 14 gio dn toi. Ching ta sé tap dan
trude da, roi sau do sé di an t6i. Me da dit ché ¢ nha hang
Y r6i — ddng khau vj ctia con.”

“0-6-i, kh6-6-ng”, Lulu rén ri. “Me néi that khéng? My
gio ca?”

“M4y gio cho vigc gi?”

“Me dit 4n t61 ¢ nha hang Iic méy gig?”

“O! Chin gi¢ ding”, t6i tra 101, roi cam thay that héi tige.

“CHIN GIO? CHIN GIO? That la dién r6, me a! Con khong
thém. Con khong them!”

“Lulu, me sé déi sang...”

“CON KHONG THEM! Bay gi¢ con khong thé tip dan dugc.
Con khong tap dau!”

T6i sé khong tugng thudt lai chi tiét vigc gi xay ra sau do.
Nhung c6 hai vin d€ can duge néu ra; mot la ching toi da
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khong an t8i trude chin gid; hai 1a chiing t6i khong luyén tap.
Khi nhé lai, t6i khong biét toi 14y dau ra sic luc va can dam
dé danh Lulu. Chi hoi tudng lai budi t6i hom d6 théi cling
khién t61i mét It roi.

Nhung sang hom sau, Lulu diy va ty di tdp dan véi
Kiwon, nhu khéng cb6 chuyén gi xay ra ca. Jed dua ra dé
nghi bang nhiing 141 1€ manh mé nhit 1a t6i sé di v4i Coco
that xa, xa han nhu t6i da ting di dy. Dén trura, ching t6i
quay trd lai nha c6 Vamos, Kiwon di ciing véi chiing t6i, va
budi tap lai dién ra t5t dep.

T6i nudi nhitng hy vong ring ¢6 Vamos sé néi: “T6i dong
y nhan Lulu lam hoc tro cua t6i. C6 van dé gi khong néu cac
ban bay t&i Chicago mdi thang mét [An d€ luyén tdp?” Thi
toi sé dong y ngay lap titc. Nhung thay vao do, ¢6 Vamos lai
dé xuit 1a Lulu luyén tdp chdam chi dugi sy huéng dan cua
Kiwon nhu m¢t gido vién trong ndm té1. “Co khong tim
dugc ai ¢6 ky thuit tot hon Kiwon duge ddu”, c6 Vamos noi
khi mim cudi véi nguat hoc trd cii, “Lulu nay, d€ luyén tap
nang cao, em c6 rit nhiéu viéc phai lam. Nhung trong mat
nam hodc hon, em ¢6 thé tinh dén viéc thir sitc tai chuong
trinh Pre-College & Juilliard. Em da lam dugc diéu nay phai
khéng, Kiwon? Cuc canh tranh v6 cling khac nghiét,
nhung néu Lulu tip luyén chdm chi thyc sy thi téi cuge
rang em sé tring tuyén. Va tat nhién, t6i hy vong em sé

quay tro lai gdp t6i vao heé sau.”

- 165 -



KHUC CHIEN CA cUA ME HO

Trude khi 1én duong vé New Haven, Jed, cic con gai va
toi 141 xe t&1 mot khu bao tén thién nhién va kiém duge mot
h6 boi tuyét dep, vay quanh la nhitng ciy s6i va thac nuge
nho nho, cht nha tr¢ ching t6i ¢ néi rang noi nay la mot
trong nhimg gia trj tiém an cua vung. Coco s¢ phai nhay
xubng nudc — né chua bao gid boi ca — nhung Jed nhe
nhang dua n6é xuéng noi sau nhit, va d€ mic né ¢ do. Toi
s¢ la Coco s€ chét dudi mit, nhung ding nhu Jed néi la sé
on ca, Coco bai ché an toan tro lai bd trong khi chung t6i vo
tay va c8 vii nhiét liét. Khi n6 1én b, ching t6i lau khé 1ong
cho no va 6m &p vo ve.

Sau d6 t6i da ty nhu v6i minh, diém khac biét gitta mot
cht ché v6i mot c6 con gai la: chd ché ¢6 thé lam nhing
viéc ma tat ca nhitng chi cho khac ¢6 thé lam — nhu boi ché
ching han — va chiing ta ¢4 vii bing khen ngoi va vui mimg.
Hay tudng tugng xem sé dé dang hon bao nhiéu néu ching
ta cling c6 thé€ lam nhu th€ v&i con cai! Nhung ching ta
khong thé; diu do sé trg thanh vé trach nhidm.

T6i quyét theo dudi muc tiéu nay. Loi hen cua ¢
Vamos qué sang to rd rang. ba dén luc phai tap luyén

nghiém tuc roi.
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Sophia va vi d6c céng
(6ng ngoai lam khan gid).

g ?o‘ng to1 se sat lai. Ban nhac tréng that rdi ra chan
chudng, vai né6t nhac ndm day do, chang con chong chét
1én nhau hay la x€p ngay hang thang 16i. Va chi mét phan

ngan ngui: sau trang chép lai nguéch ngoac.
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T6i va Sophia ¢ phong thu cua Gido su Wei-Yi Yang &
trudng Am nhac Yale. D6 12 mét cian phong hinh chit nhat
rong rai véi hai cdy duong cam nho nho xinh xinh mau den
hiéu Steinway ddt sat canh nhau, mét chiéc cho gido vién,
mét chi€c cho hoc tro. T6i nhin cham chip vao ban “Juliet
la mot ¢6 gai tré ” trich trong v ba 18 Romeo va Juliet cua
Sergei Prokofiev3s ma Wei-Yi vira dua ra cho Sophia luyén
dé choi trong cudc thi quéc té vé duong cam sap tai.

Khi gap t6i, Wei-Yi néi rang 6ng chua timng c6 mét hoc
sinh nho tuéi nhu Sophia, con bé mdi vira tron mudi bon
tudi. Ong chi day nhimg sinh vién da t6t nghiép duong
cam ¢ Yale va mot vai sinh vién chua t6t nghiép Yale c6
pham chit vo cung dic biét. Nhung khi nghe Sophia choi
dan, 6ng bang long nhéan con bé v&i mot diéu kién: con bé
khong duge wu dai gi hon vi 1y do tudi tac. T6i cam doan
v6i 6ng 1a khong van dé gi.

T6i thich thi viéc dit hy vong & Sophia. Con bé ¢6 nguén
ndi lye manh mé. Con hon ca tbi, con bé c6 thé d6i mit vai
bat cir diéu gi: bj loai bo, phé binh gay gat, sy si nhyc, va ca
néi ¢6 don.

Viy la da bat dau cugc thir lia dau tién voi Sophia.
Giong nhu ¢6 Vamos, Wei-Yi cling trong d¢i nhitng diéu

33 Sergei Sergeyevich Prokofiev (1891 — 1953): Nha soan nhac, nghé sy
dugng cdm va ngudi chi huy dan nhac véi nhigu thé loai 4m nhac, va
duge coi la mét trong nhitng nha soan nhac vi dai cia thé ky XX.
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16n lao hon, vugt xa viéc ching t6i van thuong lam. Mot
loat ban nhac dugc gido su dua ra trong budi tap dau tién —
s&u sang tac cia Back, mot t6 khiic cia Moszkowski34, mot
ban x6-nat cua Beethoven, mdt ban nhac ty do cua
Khachaturian3s, va Khic cudng tudng cung Son thir cua
Brahms® — lam t6i cling choang vang ca ngudi. Sophia con
nhiéu diéu phai theo dudi, ong giai thich vai t61; nén tang
ky thuat cua con bé khong chuin, va c6 vai 16 héng trong
vOn tiét myc cia con bé. Kinh hai hon 6ng con bao voi
Sophia: “Ding lam m4t thoi gian caa thay véi bt ky nét sai
nao. O trinh % ctia em, khdng c6 1y do ndo ca. Viéc clia em
14 choi &tng, th& ching ta méi ¢6 thé hoc nhitng diéu khac
trong budi hoc duge.”

Nhung hai thang sau &6, khi thiy Wei-Yi Yang dua ra
ban nhac trich tir ban ba 1€ Romeo va Juliet, t6i c6 phan
mg nguge lai. Prokofiev khéong duge nhin nhén 14 c¢6 doi
hoi khat khe vé tit ca — né khong khién t6i nghi la sé gianh
duge chién thing trong cudc dua tai. Va tai sao lai la
Prokofiev chit? biéu duy nh4t toi biét vé ong la tac phdm

34 Moritz (Maurice) Moszkowski (1854 — 1925): Nha soan nhac, nghé sy
dugng cim, va gido vién ngudi Dic géc Ba Lan.

35 Aram Khachaturian (1903 - 1978): Nha soan nhac néi tiéng ngudi
Lién X0 gbc Armenia, cic tic phdm cia 6ng chju anh hudng cia 4m nhac
din gian Armenia.

36 Johannes Brahms (1833 — 1897): Nha soan nhac, nghé sy duong cim
va chi huy dan nhac ngudi Dire. Cac tic phdm ciia dng duge x&p vao chn
nghia lang man.
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Peter va con so1. Tai sao khong phai la tha gi d6 hoc bta
hon, nhu Rachmaninov37 chang han.

“Oi, ban nhac nay 4”, t6i néi oang oang. “Thiy gido cii
cua Sophia nghi la n6 qua dé véi con bé.” Sy that khong
hoan toan dang vay, chi ¢6 chut it sy that ¢ day théi. Nhung
t61 khong mudn Wei-Yi nghi 1a t6i dang nghi ngd y tudng
ctia ong.

“Dé dang w?” Wei-Yi tra 101 bang giong khinh khinh.
Ong c6 mét chat giong nam trung tram &m, ching lién quan
gi v&i than hinh manh khanh, tré trung ctia 6ng. Ong quéng
dd gan bén muoi, pha trdn gitta hai dong mau Trung Qudc
va Nhit Ban, nhung lai 16n 1én ¢ London va dugce dao tao &
Nga. “Nhitng ban concerto cua Prokofiev viét cho duong
cdm bay bong lén tdn may xanh. Va khong ¢6 gi — du chi
mot ndt nhac — dé dang ¢ ban nhac nay. Téi thach bat cit ai
choi duge ban nhac nay hoan hao.”

T6i thich diéu nay. Toi thich nhitng nhan vat quyén lyec.
T6i thich cac chuyén gia. Diéu nay d6i 1ap hoan toan véi Jed,
anh dy di {tng v&i quyén lue va tin rang hau hét cac “chuyén
gia” déu la nhitng ké 16e bip. Quan trong hon, Prokofiev
khong dé dang! Hoan hé! Thay Wei-Yi Yang — mét chuyén
gia — da noi thé. Trai tim t6i dap loan nhijp. Nhimg ngudi
gianh giai nhat trong cudc thi nay sé dugc biéu dién dc tdu

37 Sergei Rachmanioff (1873 — 1943): Nha soan nhac, nghé sy duong
cam, va ngudi chi huy dan nhac ngudi Nga.
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¢ Carnegie Hall. Cho dén thoi diém do, Sophia méi chi tranh
tai & nhiing cudc thi dia phuong. Toi da phat dién khi Sophia
duge choi d6c tdu trong budi hoa nhac giao hudng
Farmington Valley (tat ca déu la tinh nguyén). D€ tién tir d6
té1 mot cude thi tAm c¢d qudc té€ that l1a nan long théi chi,
nhung mét co hdi ¢ Carnegie Hall — t6i ¢6 thé tru vitng khi

nghi vé diéu do.

Qua méiy thang sau d0, t6i va Sophia hoc dugc rang phai
luyén tap duong cam nhu thé nao tir mot nghé sy bac thay.
Theo do6i thay Yang day Sophia ban “Juliet 12 mét ¢6 gai
tré” 1a mét trai nghiém tha vi va cling dé dat nhit ma toi
timg c6. Khi thay giip Sophia dwa ban nhac d6 vao dai
sOng, thém vao d6 tang tang 16p lop sac thai, tat ca nhimg
gl 161 c6 thé nghi duge la: Ngudi dan 6ng nay la mét thién
tai. Con t6i qua la mot ké tho 1du. Prokofiev ciling la mot
thién tai. Con t6i 1a mot ké dan ddn. Wei-Yi va Prokofiev
that 1a vi dai. Con téi chi la thir méng mudi.

Dén dy cac budi hoc vii thady Wei-Yi tro thanh mot viée
yéu thich cta t6i; t6i chd dgi né hang tuan. O cac budi tap,
toi cdn than ghi chép, nhimg thang am ngoai tim cua t6i.
Thi thoang, t6i cam thiy khong theo kip duge mdi lién két.
Ong c6 ¥ gi v6i hgp am ba ndt va quing ba cung 6, va tao
ra sy hoa quyén ctia am nhac, va tai sao Sophia lai ¢6 vé
thyce hién tat ca nhanh nhu vay? Nhiéu Ian, t6i thay dugc
nhimg diéu Sophia quén — t6i nhin nhitng bi€u hién cua
Wei-Yi nhu mot con diéu hau, thi thoang con vé phac hoa

- 171 -



KHUC CHIEN CA cUA ME HO

vao so tay cua toi d€ nam bat duge ching. Tré vé nha, hai
chiing t6i tap v&i nhau theo mét cach thitc méi, cing cd
gang hap thy va thye hién theo nhitng hiéu biét va chi dan
cua Wei-Yi. T6i khong con phai la hét hay tranh cai véi
Sophia vé viéc luyén tip nira. Con bé bj khudy dong va kich
thich; nhu thé 1a mt thé gi¢i méi dang md ra cho no, va
cho ca t6i nira, v&i tu cach mét cong sy kém coi hon.

Phan khé nhéan nhat trong am nhac cua Prokofiev 1a chu
dé ban Juliet rat khé nam bat d€ tao nén y nghia chu chét
cta ban nhac. Phan nay da dugc Sophia viét trong bai lugn
“Chinh phyc Juliet” & truong sau d6 thé nay:

T6i vira choi xong nat nhac cudi cing ctia ban “Juliet 1a
mot ¢6 gai tré”, va ca phong thu chét ling. Gido su Yang
nhin ti cham cham. Con t6i cti gam xudng tdm tham. Me
o1 chu tiét ghi chép lia lia vao cudn s6 tay luyén dan cua
chiing t6i.

Téi diém lai ban nhac trong dau. N6 la nhitng thang am
hay 14 cac bu@c nhay? T6i con giit ca ¢ day. Nhitng dong
lIyc hay 14 nhip d§ nhi? T6i phai tudn thu timg cach choi
manh dan lén cho d&n cach choi chim dan lai. Tat ca
nhitng gi toi ¢6 thé€ ndi 1a bai biéu dién clia téi da hoan hao.
Vay thi ¢6 diéu gi con sai s6t v&i nhitng ngudi nay, va he
con tréng dgi diéu gi tir téi niva?

Cudi cung, thay Yang néi, “Sophia, nhiét d§ cua ban
nhac nay thé nao?” T6i lang thinh. “D6 1a mot cAu hoi meo.
Thay sé lam n6 dé hi€u hon. Hay nghi dén doan giita. N6
c6 mau gi?”
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T6i biét ro la minh phai tra 1¢i. “Mau xanh? Mau
xanh nhat?”

“Vay nhiét d§ ciia mau xanh nhat 14 gi?”

Thit dé dang. “Mau xanh nhat thi lanh a.”

“Viy thi hay biéu dién cho né lanh.”

Chi dan ki€u gi th€ nay? Duong cidm la mdt nhac cu
thudc b go. Nhiét ¢9 d4u cb lién quan gi. Tdi c6 thé nghe
thdy nhitng 4m thanh thanh thét vang maii trong dau téi.
Suy nghi di, Sophia! T6i biét d6 chinh 1a chi dé cua Juliet.
Nhung Juliet 12 ai méi duge chi, va ¢6 ta “lanh” dén thé
nao? Toi nhé lai vai diéu Gido suir Yang da nhac nhg tir tudn
truede: Juliet méi 14 tudi, chi nhur toi thoi. T6i sé hanh dong
nhu thé ndo néu mot anh chang dién trai gia din hon dét
nhién bay to tinh yéu vinh cttu cua anh ta vi t6i nhi? Pugc
roi, t6i ngdm nghi mgt minh, ¢ ta biét 15 1a c6 ta dang
dugce yéu, nhimg ¢6 ta cling kiéu hanh va bai rdi. C6 ta bj
anh chang quyén rii, nhimg ¢6 ta cling lai ngugng ngiap va
s¢ bj coi 1a qua nhiét thanh. D6 12 cai lanh ma tdi ¢ thé
linh hdi duge. T61 hit mét hoi that sau va bat dau.

Té thay, Gido su Yang lai hai 1ong. “T&t hon roi. Choi lai
ndo, nhung [an nay thi hay d€ Juliet & tay ciia em chir
khong phai ¢ nét mit ciia em dau. Pay nay, nhu thé nay...”

.Thay ngéi xudng ché cta toi & chiéc gh€ choi dan dé giai
thich. Toi khong bao gid quén dugc cach thay da bién
nhitng ndt nhac thanh nhitng dm thanh ngot ngao dén thé
nao. DY chinh 1a Juliet ma t6i da hinh dung: quyén rg, yéu
dudi, va c6 chit chan chudng. Diéu bi mét t6i bat dau y
thiee duge, d6 1a d€ d6i tay phan chiéu duge dic trimg cia
ban nhac. D6i ban tay cia Gido su Yang khum thanh lai
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thanh hinh bat Gp; thdy d6 danh dugc nhitng thanh 4m
thoat ra tir phim dan. Nhilng ngén tay cua thay manh mé
va tao nha, giéng nhu d6i chan cua nir dién vién ba-1é.

“Nao, bay gig ¢én lugt em”, thay ra lénh.

Pen dui lam sao, Juliet chi ¢6 & mot nira ban nhac. Phan
ti€p theo lai dua ra mgt nhan vt méi; chang Romeo manh
ligt, say tinh ciia ching ta. Anh ta djt ra mot thir thach hoan
toan khac biét; am thanh cua anh ta vira tram 4m va manh
mé, vira thanh thoat va mong manh nhu cia Juliet. Va tat
nhién, Gido su Yang dit cho t6i nhiéu cau hoi hon d€ vat 1on
v&i1 no.

“Sophia, Romeo va Juliet ciia em nghe giéng hét nhau.
Ho dugce choi biang nhac cu gi?” T6i khéng tra 1gi. U, thi
duong cam. Toi nghi tham. Gido su Yang tiép tyc, “Sophia,
vG ba-1é nay dugc viét cho ca mét dan nhac. La mdt nghé
sy duong cam, em phai tai hién duge am thanh cua tit ca
nhac cy. Vay nhac cy nao la Juliet, va nhac cy nao la
Romeo?” Ling ting nhu ga mac téc, t6i go vao vai gach
nhip dau tién clia méi cha d&. “Juliet la... sao, c6 thé 1la nhu
vdy, con Romeo la... cello?”

Hba ra la nhu vay, Juliet 1a kén fa-g6t. Con vé Romeo,
t6i da dtng. Trong ban nhac goc cua Prokofiev, nhac dao
cho Romeo duge choi bang cello. Véi t6i, tinh cach cua
Romeo ludn dé hiéu hon. Toéi khong ro tai sao; rd rang né
khong phai la cam himg tir ddi song thit. Co thé toi chi ¢6
cam nhin khé chju vé anh ta. Hién nhién la anh ta bj trimg
phat vd my mam ca ngudi vi tuyét vong véi Juliet. Nhing
151 bong gié nhe nhang nhit cua c6 dy ciing khién anh ta

phai quy g6i van xin.
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Trong khi tdm trang cia Juliet vugt qua t6i mot
khoang dai thi t6i luén biét r6 ring minh c6 thé dién ta
duge Romeo. TAm trang budn rau cua anh ta doi hoi mét
loat nhiing ky thuat choi khac nhau. Lic nay anh ta kéu
vang va tin tuéng. Roi chi vai nhip sau d6, anh ta lai tuyét
vong va cdu xin. Tl ¢d géng luyén d6i tay minh giéng
nhu Gi4o su Yang day. That 1a khé khan vé ciing khi vira
thé hién gipng nit cao vira 1a dién vién ba-lé chinh cho
Juliet; gid day t6i phai tap choi duwong ¢dm sao cho nhu
mot nghé sy cello.

To6i da dé phan cudi cua bai ti€u ludn nay & chuong sau.

Cudc thi Sophia chudn bj tham dy mé rong cho cac nghé
sy duong cam tré ¢ khap noi trén thé gidi, bat ¢t ai chua
tré thanh nghé sy chuyén nghiép. C6 chit bit thudng la
khong c¢6 phan bi€u dién tryc ti€p. Nhitng ngudi chién
thang sé dugc lya chon don djc trén nén ciia mét CD 15
pht khong duge bién tap lai, bao gom tat ca cac ti€t muc
danh cho duong cam nao ho lya chon. Wei-Yi dat khoat 1a
CD cua ching t6i thi Sophia choi “Juliet 1a mét ¢6 gai tré”
ngay sau “Con ducdng théi ngi”, mot ban nhac ngan trong
Romeo va Juliet. Gidng nhu ngudi phy trach mat trién 1am
nghé thuat, thay cin than lya chon cac tic pham khac -
Khiic cubng tuong Hungarian cua Liszt, ban x6-nat trung
ky cua Beethoven — @€ hoan thién CD.

Sau tam tudn luyén tdp mét nhoai, Wei-Yi ndi la Sophia
da sin sang. Mat budi tdi mudn thi Ba, khi Sophia hoan
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thanh bai tap vé nha va luyén tip xong, ching t6i lai xe téi
phong thu am chuyén nghiép cua ky su Istvan d€ thu am
CD cua Sophia. Kinh nghiém bit ngudn tir nhitng tén
thuong, ma ban dau, t6i da khong chju thira nhdn noé. Moi
viéc that dé dang, t6i nhu thim. Ching t6i ¢6 thé choi di
choi lai thé nay nhiéu Ian cho dén khi dat dén 49 nhu_‘én
nhuyén. Thit hoan toan sai [im. Diéu toi khong hiéu dugce
la (1) d6i tay ctia nghé sy duong cam cling mét moi; (2) that
la nang né khung khiép khi choi nhac ma khong c6 khan
gia nao va ban lai biét r6 rang ting nét ban choi dang duge
ghi lai; (3) nhu Sophia nuéc mat lung trong giai thich cho
t6i, con bé cang choi di choi lai ban nhac nhiéu [an thé nao,
cang gang stc moi [An choi don hét cam xtc vao d6 bao
nhiéuy, thi am thanh cang tréng rong bay nhiéu.

Phén kho khédn nhit ciia moi viée ludn luon 1a phin cudi
cung — thi thoang la dong nhac cudi. Gidng nhu khi xem
van dong vién trugt bang nghé thuit yéu thich cua ban thi
d&u Olympic, c6 vé nhu c6 dy sé gianh duge huy chuong
vang muoi muoi néu c6 dy cb thé ti€p ddt & ¢t nhay cudi
cung. Ap lyc ting dan 1én d&én mic khéng thé chiu néi. C6
thé 1a n6 roi ddy, ban nghi, chinh la c nhay nay. Roi ct
nhay xoay ba vong trén khong dua c6 dy 1én qua manh va
nga xoai trén mit bang.

C6 diéu gi d6 tuong ty cling xay ra voi ban
x0-nat cua Beethoven ma Sophia choi, khong tai ndo bit ra
d€ hoan thanh duge. Sau [in ghi th ba, khi Sophia bé qua
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toan bd hai dong gan cudi, Istvan nhe nhang dé nghi toi ra
ngoai hong gio. Istvan rit diém tinh. Anh médc mot cai 4o
vét bang da mau den, dgi chi€c mi trugt tuyét cling mau
den, va cap kinh Clark Kent cling mau den nét. “Cé6 mot
quan ca phé cudi duong nay”, anh néi thém, “Chi c6 thé
mang cho Sophia mot c6c s6 ¢6 la noéng. Con t6i thi chj mua
gium chut ca phé.” Muai lam phut sau @6, khi t6i quay trd
lai vé1 mén d6 udng, Istvan da ngung lam viée, con Sophia
thi dang cudi. Ho noi vai toi 1a ho da thu duge ban nhac cua
Beethoven rat 6n — khong hé sai s6t ma van rat du duong —
va t6i da bét cang thang di nhiéu d€ nghi ngd ho. Ching t6i
mang CD gém t4t ca nhimg [an choi thi cua Sophia véi méi
ban nhac dé dua cho Wei-Yi, ngudi sé dua ra lya chon cudi
cung cho tat ca nhimg [an thu @6 (“Pau tién la Prokofiev,
thir ba la Liszt, va cudi cung la Beethoven, thé nhé”.) Sau
do, Istvan cét ghép thanh m¢t CD du thi, va chiang t6i g
t&1 cugce thi.

R®6i bat dau cho doi.
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@ai dén lugt Lulu! Chang c6 chut thoi gian nghi
ngoi nao cho ba me Trung Qudc, khong thoi gian dé
dudng sire, khong co hoi d€ chudn di v&i dam ban bé tim
bun d6i ba ngay & California. Trong khi ch& dg¢i két qua
vé cudc thi cua Sophia, t6i chuyén muc tiéu sang Luluy,
lac d6 42 muoi mot tudi, va téi c6 mot y tudng tuyét voi:
Theo ggi y ctia ¢6 Vamos, Lulu sé dy thi & chuong trinh
Pre-College tai trudng Juilliard, New York, noi khai ma
nhitng tai nang am nhac vugt troi ¢ lra tudi tir xap xi 1én
bay téi mudi tdm. Kiwon khong chac chin lam vé ky
thuat cua Lulu, nhung t6i tin tudng vao viéc ching t6i cod

thé tang téc.
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Jed cyc lyc phan d6i va ¢6 ging thay d6i suy nghi cta
t6i. Trudng Juilliard School néi ti€ng la khic nghiét.
Hing ndm, hang nghin dira tré tai nang tr khap noi trén
thé gi6i — dic biét 1a chau A va da phan la nuéc Nga hién
nay cling v&i cac quéc gia Pong Au — dén day thi ddu véi
mot s6 it oi chi tiéu. Bon tré d€n Gng tuyén vao day vi
hodc (1) gide mo cua ching la tro thanh nhac sy chuyén
nghiép; (2) gide mo cua cha me ching la ching tré thanh
nhac sy chuyén nghiép; hoac (3) b6 me chung cho réang,
mot cach hgp thite, d€n Juilliard sé gitip ching c6 co hoi
vao duge cac truong dai hoc néi ti€éng mién Pong nude
My. Nhitng ngu¢i may man duge nhédn vao chuong trinh
hoc tai Juilliard tht Bay hang tuan khoang chin hay
mudi tiéng.

Jed khong cau dién vi viéc phai ddy tir sém tinh mo méi
thir Bay dé€ lai xe t&i New York (t6i da ndi la t6i s€ lam viéc
d6). Nhung diéu lam anh thyc sy lo lang la bau khong khi
day ap Iyc va tam Iy tranh gianh ciu xé 1an nhau vén rat néi
tiéng & Juilliard. Anh khong nghi diéu d6 tét véi Lulu. Lulu
cing nghi thé. Thyc t& thi con bé khing khang la khong
mudn thir thach gi ca va sé khong di k€ ca la né c¢6 vugt qua
ky thi chang nira. Nhung Lulu v6n khong bao gio mudn lam
bat clt diéu gi t6i dé xuit, vi vay hién nhién 1a t6i mac ké
con bé.

Con mot Iy do khac nira khién Jed khong nghi Juilliard
la mét y tuong hay ho la: Nhigu nam trude, anh tiung la
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cyu hoc sinh truong do6. Sau khi t6t nghi¢p trudng
Princeton, anh dugc nhan vao Khoa Kjch nghé cua trudng
Juilliard, von khét tiéng la con kh6 nhan hon ca vao Khoa
Am nhac mg danh cua ho. Vi vay, Jed t&i thanh phd New
York va hoc dién xuat v6i cac ban bé cung 16p nhu: Kelly
McGillis (trong phim Top Gun), Val Kilmer (thu vai trong
phim Ngu ot doi), va Marcia Cross (trong phim Nhirng ba
néi trg kiéu My). Anh iy da tdp vai cac dién vién mua ba-
18, hoc ky thuat Alexanderss, va dong vai chinh trong vo
Vua Lia. '

Va r6i sau d6 Jed bi tdng ¢6 chi vi “khong nghe 16i”. Anh
dugce giao vai Lopakhin trong va kich Viron anh dao cia
Chekhov39, va dao dién yéu cau Jed phai thyc hién vai dién
xudt theo cach thitc nhit dinh nao d6. Anh khéong dong y
vGl ba ta. Vai tuan sau do, hoan toan bit ngo, ngay giira
budi tap, ba ta ndi dién 1én véi Jed, bé gay doi chiée bat chi,
va tuyén bd rang khong thé lam viéc duge véi nguoi “chi
biét dimg 1 ra d6, nhao bang va chi trich t6i timg 1o1.” Hai
ngay sau do, Jed dugce trudng khoa Kich nghé (nguai tinh
co két hon véi vi dao dién ma Jed da gay kho chiu) thong
bao rang ong ta da tim dugc ngudi khac thay thé cho cua

38 K¥ thuat Alexander 13 mét hé théng giang day va chi din nhim “cai
thién tu thé va chuyé&n ddng, cach sitdung co bip hiéu qua”.

39 Anton Pavlovich Chekhov (1860 — 1904): Nha vin, nha viét kjch ngudi
Nga ndi tiéng. Ong c6 anh hudng 16n trén thé gisi vdi thé loai truyén ngan,
¢ nhiéu truyén ngin duge ddc gia khap thé gigi dén nhin nhu: Nguér dan
ba ¢6 con ché nho, Mt chuyén dua,...
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Jed. Sau mét ndm lam boi ban ¢ New York, cudi ciing anh
da vao truong Luat Harvard.

Co6 thé vi t6i cho rang d6 1a mot két thic c6 hiu - toi va
Jed sé chang gap dugc nhau néu anh dy try lai duge &
Juilliard - t6i da ké di k€ lai cau chuyén nay tir bita tiéc no
tdi bira tiée kia, va n6 ludn 1a mét chiéu hay tuyét, nhat la sau
khi t6i da thém mam dam mudi vao. Dudng nhu moi ngudi
thay that tha vi khi ¢6 mot giang vién luat da & Juilliard va
con biét ca Kevin Spacey (16n hon Jed vai tudi). D6 cling la vi
du sinh dong cho tinh cach My: thudng thich thd v4i nhitng
nguoi khong vang 101 va viée téng ¢6 mot ai 6.

Ngugec lai, khi toi ké cau chuyén nay v&i bé me t6i, nod
khong hé dem lai diéu gi t6t dep. Nhung 6 la truée khi téi
va Jed két hon. Thye té€ thi t6i chi méi tiét 1 cho ho gian
day sy that vé tinh trang cua Jed. Sau khi gidu gi€m suét
hai ndm, cudi cung t6i noéi véi b6 me la t6i dang hen ho
tham thiét véi Jed, va ca hai déu choang vang. Me t6i gan
nhir phat khée. Khi t6i con nho, ba khuyén nht téi rat
nhiéu vé cach thirc tim cho trang ¥ trung nhan cia minh.
“Ding ¢6 14y nhitng anh chang qué dién trai — nguy hiém
lam. Diéu quan trong nhit & mdt ngudi chdng 1a tu cach
dao dwrc va sttc khoe; né€u con 14y mét ga 6m yéu, con sé
khén d6n ca doi.” Nhung ba ciing luén luén cho ring
ngudoi chong khong dau 6m bénh tit chinh 1a mét nguoi
dan 6ng Trung Qudc, 1y tudng nhat 1a ngudi Phic Kién véi
bang M.D/Ph.D.
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Nhung thay vao d6 lai 1a Jed — mét tay da trang ngudai
Do Thai. Ca bd va me t6i déu chang ¢6 4n tugng may may gi
vGi viée Jed da timg hoc ¢ truong kich nghé.

“Trudng kich nghé 4?” b6 t6i hoi lai, ong dang nghiém
trang ngo6i trén chi€c sofa canh me t6i, nhin cham cham
vao Jed.

“Cau mudn tro thanh dién vién?”

Nhitng cai tén Val Kilmer va Kelly McGillis dudng nhu
chang c6 y nghi gi v6i b6 me t6i hét, va ho ti€p tuc ngoi do
mdt cach lanh ling. Nhung khi Jed ké t&i doan anh Ay bj
dudi ra va phai 1am b6i ban sau thang thi me t6i ngat 1oi.

“Bi du6i u?” ba nhic lai, ném vé phia bg t6i mét anh
nhin dau kho.

“Diéu d6 con dién ra trong coéng vi€c cua cdu nita
khong?” b6 t6i danh giong hoi lai.

“Bé o1, b6 dimg bdn khodn nira!” T6i cudi 16n tran an.
“Diéu d6 hoa ra lai may mén. Cudi cung Jed da vao truong
ludt, va anh 4y thich luat. D6 chi 1a m¢t ciau chuyén vui
thoi ma.”

“Nhung con noéi bay gio ciu ta dang lam vié€c cho chinh
phu”, bé t61 n6éi day de doa. Co thé ndi la trong dau 6ng da
c6 san hinh anh vé Jed ngoi trong mgt goc van phong, miét
mai déng diu lén cac don tu cua S¢ Giao théng — Cong
chinh nao d6.
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LAn thi ba, t6i kién nhan giai thich cho b6 me la Jed
mudn lam viéc gi d6 trong linh vuc lgi ich cong, anh ay da
r&i khoi hang luit & Phé Wall @€ lam viéc nhu mét ty vién
cong to lién bang tai B Tu phap Hoa Ky thudc dia hat phia
Nam cua New York. “Cong viéc nay rit danh gia”, toi giai
thich, “va ciing rit kho maéi gianh duge cong viée nay. Jed
phai bo 80% tién luong € tra cho no.”

“Tam muoi phdn trdm!” me t6i hoi 16n.

“Me 0i, chi trong ba nim thoi a7, t6i n6i day mét moi,
bat dau thay nan hét ca long. Giira dam ban bé phuong
Tay cua ching t6i, khi néi Jed dang phai cat giam luong
d€ thuc hién dich vy c6ng thi luén luén nhan duge cau
“Tot r6i”, va nhimng céi vo6 nhe vao lung. “Néu khong cé
van dé gi nita, thi d6 la trai nghiém quan trong. Jed thich
cac viéc kién tyung ma. Co6 thé€ anh 4y mudn tré thanh mét

ludt su tranh tyng.”

“Tai sao lai th€ ch?” me t6i chua chat hoi lai. “Vi ciu dy
da mudn tré thanh mot dién vién 4?” Nhimg tit cubi cling
me t6i thét ra nhu thé né chita dyng mot sy 6 nhyc thanh
danh khong thé nao gt rira noi ay.

Bay gi¢ nghi lai thdy that hai huéc, va b6 me t6i da thay
d6i bao nhiéu ké tir khi d6. Tu lc t61 ngdm nghi dén viéc
Lulu biéu dién thir d€ vao Juilliard, bé me t6i da than tugng
héa Jed (Tré tréu thay, tir liic con trai cua mét gia dinh

ngudi ban tét cia ching téi tré thanh mot dién vién néi
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tiéng & Hong Kong, quan di€ém cua bd me t6i vé nghé dién
xudt da chao dao hoan toan.) Ho cting tim hiéu dugc rang
Juilliard v6 cung noi tiéng (c6 “Yo-Yo Ma!”). Nhung giong
nhu Jed, ho khong hi€u tai sao t6i lai mudn Lulu thi ste
vao chuong trinh Pre-College.

“Con khong mudn con bé trd thanh nghé sy vi cdm
chuyén nghi¢p hay sao?” bg t6i ling ting hoi.

To6i khong c6 cau tra 161, nhung diéu nay ciing chang
ngédn duge cai tinh budng binh cia toi. Trong thoi gian gui
dia CD cua Sophia tdi cudc thi duong cam, t6i cling gii don
cua Lulu téi Juilliard.

Nhu t61 &2 noéi, day do con cai kiéu Trung Qudc vit va
hon nhiéu so véi day dé ching kiéu phuong Tay. Hoan toan
ching c¢6 chit nghi ngoi nao hét. Khi tdi vira két thie lich
luyén tap day ddc cac ban nhac véi Sophia suét hai thang
troi, toi lai phai quay tro lai tac thi va luyén tap tuong tu
véi Lulu.

Quy trinh biéu dién cho chuong trinh Pre-College &
Juilliard dugce thiét 14p theo cach t6i da hoa ap lye. Cac thi
sinh {ng tuyén ¢ 49 tudi Lulu phai chuin bj choi ba gam
thir quang tdm va hgp am rai, mét khic luyén, mét phan
nhanh vd chim cua mét ban concerto, va mot ban nhac
d6i nghich khac nita — tit ca han nhién la choi theo tri
nhd roi. Tai budi bi€u dién thit, thi sinh phai di vao trong
phong ma khong c6 bd me, va choi trudc mét nhéom géom
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tiy ndm t&i mudi thanh vién médt sat cua khoa Pre-College,
nhitng ngudi c6 thé nghe bat ky phan nao cia bét ¢ ban
nhac ndo theo bét ky thir ty nao va bat ching ngimg lai bat
k& lic nao. Khoa Vi cam cua Pre-College gom nhting tén
tudi 16n nhu Itzhak Perlman, va Glenn Dicterow — ngudi
chi huy dan nhac New York Philharmonic, cling nhu nhiéu
gido vién xuat ching nhit thé giéi trong viéc kem cgp
nhitng nghé sy vi cAm tré tudi. Ching t6i chu y ngay t&i
mot gido vién mang tén Naoko Tanaka — gidng hét ¢
Vamos — ludn ¢ yéu cau cao nhat voi cac hoc vién tir khap
noi trén thé€ giGi rang sitc bam viu phong thu cua c6 dy.
Chung tdi biét ¢6 Naoko Tanaka vi Kiwon timg hoc ¢6 &y
su6t chin ndm trgi trude khi chuyén sang hoc véi ¢6
Vamos ¢ tudi muoi bay.

That khé khin vé van khi gitip Lulu chuén bi, vi con bé
van git nguyén y kién 1a sé khong bao gic chiu mot doi
lam céi viéc la di thi. N6 ghét t4t ca nhiing gi nghe dugce vé
viéc d6 tlr Kiwon. Con bé biét 12 ¢6 nhitng thi sinh bay tir
Trung Qudc, Han Qudc, va An PJ sang chi d& biéu dién
thu, va chung da tap luyén rong ra hang nam trdi cho viéce
d6. C6 nhitng ngudi da thu trude d6 va da bj loai ra téi hai
hay ba Tan r6i. Thim chi trong s& d6 ¢6 nhitmg ngugi da
timg luyén riéng v&i thanh vién cua khoa Pre-College roi
nira kia.

Nhung t6i da c6 cach lay long né. “Quyét dinh cudi

cung sé la cua con, Lulu”, t6i noi doi, “Ching ta sé ci
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chufin bj cho budi biéu dién thir, nhung néu cudi cing con
thyc sy khong mudn thiwr thi con s€ khong phai di dau.”
Lan khic t6i lai noi: “Ding bao gid khong thir lam diéu gi
d6 chi vi s¢ hai. T4t ca nhitng gi me timg lam co gia tri déu
1a nhiig th me s¢ phai thit.” D€ tang hiéu qua, t6i khong
chi thué méi Kiwon kem cgp nhiéu gid mdi ngay ma con
ca mot sinh vién dé thuong truong Yale tén 1a Lexie ma
Lulu rat yéu quy nita. Mic du Lexie khong c6 kha néng ky
thuft cua Kiwon, nhung c6 4y choi trong dan nhac giao
hudng cua Yale va yéu am nhac that sy. Hiéu biét va diém
tinh, Lexie ¢6 tic dong tuyét voi t&i Lulu. CO ¢ thé noi vé
moi van dé. C6 va Lulu c6 thé chuyén tro vé nhimg nhac sy
va ban concerto yéu thich cua minh, nhiig nghé sy vi ¢cdm
dugc danh gia cao, va cich dién xuit khac nhau trong cac
ban nhac cta Lulu. Sau nhitng cugc chuyén tro iy, Lulu

luén tich cye tp luyén.

Trong khi d6, t6i van lam coéng viéc day do cia minh &
Yale va hoan thanh cudn sach thit hai, vé cac vi vua vi dai
nhat trong lich sir va bi mat vé thanh cong cta ho. Toi cling
van lién tyc di diy do6, dua ra cac bai thuyét trinh vé dan
chu va xung dot sic toc.

Mot ngay no, khi toi dang ¢ mét san bay nao d6 cho dogi
chuyén bay quay trd lai New Haven, t6i ki€m tra dién thoai
va thiy mét e-mail gui tr nhiig ngudi bao trg cho cude thi
duong ciAm cua Sophia. Mat miy phat t6i d6 nguoi ra,
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hoang hot nght dé€n tin x&u nhit. Cudi cung, ching thé chju
dung thém dugc nita, t6i kich vao nat ma.

Sophia da gianh giai nhit. Con bé sé dugc choi &
Carnegie Hall! Van dé duy nhat la budi bi€u dién cua
Sophia & Carnegie Hall roi triing vao budi t6i truéc hom
biéu dién thir cia Lulu & Juilliard.
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BIEU DIEN LAN PAU
VA BIEU DIEN THU

Sophia biéu dién tai Carnegie Hall, 2007

@6 la mét ngay trong dai — ngay Sophia lan dau tién
trinh dién & Carnegie Hall.

Thoi gian nay t6i tro nén dién cudng hon bao gid hét.
To6i da ban véi Jed va ching t61 quyét dinh khéng di nghi
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doéng nam d6. Chiéc vay cua Sophia cho sy ki¢n nay la mét
chiéc vay da h¢i sa-tanh mau den dai chdm d4t cia Barneys
New York — khong ¢6 ¢6 dau nao ctua David c6 chiéc thi
hai! V&i tiéc chiéu dai sau d6, té61 da thué phong
Fontainebleau ¢ khach san St. Regis New York, ching toi
cling dit hai phong cho hai dém ¢ day. Ngoai ra con cb
sushi, cua thanh, banh bao, mén cuén quesadillas Mexico,
hau tuoi, va nhitng t6 bac day 4p tom hum u6p lanh, t6i da
dat mot lugng 16n than bo, thém moén vit quay Bac Kinh trit
danh, va nhimg suét mi dng (danh cho tré con). Vao phit
cudi cung t6i dugc ho dem dén banh phdng c6 nhan cua
Gruyeére, mén com Sicil cung vé1 ndm tuoi, va rat nhiéu d6
trang miéng. T6i in mot loat gidy mdi va gui téi tat ca moi
ngudi quen biét.

Moéi khi nhan duge mét héa don méi, 16ng may Jed
nhuéng 1én. Co Ian thi Jed noi: “Théi, thé la ca ky nghi he
cta ching ta cling di tong.” Trong khi d6 me t6i hoang hon
vGi sy tiéu pha hoang phi cua t6i; danh rang ching t6i chi
c6 thé & trong nhimg nha nghi binh dan hodc trong nhing
phong tro ¢ khu nghi. Nhung Carnegie Hall 1a co h$i mot-
[an-trong-ddi, va téi quyét khién no khong thé nao quén.

V6i phan tich ro rang nay chac han téi da boc 1 vai tinh
cach qua hanh xir cia minh - vi dy nhu xu hugng phd
truong va hanh d¢ng qua trén — khong phai la nhitng dic
tinh cua nhiéu ngudi me Trung Qudc. To6i thwa hudng
nhiing théi x&u nay, cling nhu giong noéi oang oang va tinh
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yéu voi tiéc tung va mau do tir bd téi. Tham chi khi t6i da
trudng thanh, me t6i vOon rat tham tram va nén na, cling
phai 6m d4u ma thét 1én rang: “Thit 1a ‘cha nao con niy’,
Amy ding la mt ban sao cua sy ky quic.” “Su ky quic” me
t61 no6i @6 am chi bd t6i, 1a ngudi t6i ludn thyre sy ton sung.

Mot phan viée nita toi thu x€p véi khach san St. Regis 1a
cho chiing t6i dugce quyén st dung ciy dan, va trudc ngay
biéu dién, t6i va Sophia luyén tap rai rac sudt ca ngay. Jed
lo rang t6i qua da va khi€n cho Sophia mdi cac ngon tay;
thady Wei-Yi néi rang Sophia thiu sudt cac ban nhac cua
minh, va biét r6 rang sy binh tinh va t3p trung quan trong
hon bat ¢ diéu gi. Nhung t61 phai chéc chan rang bai biéu
dién cua con bé hoan hdo, khong dugce phép bé sét bat clt
mot sac thai nao du la nho nhit di chang nita ma thay Wei-
Yi da day cho chung t6i. Trai nguge véi 161 khuyén ctia moi
ngudi, chlng toi tap toi gin 1 gio sang vao dém truée budi
biéu dién. biéu cudi cing t6i ndi vai Sophia la: “Con sé choi
tuyét hay. Khi con lam viéc cham chi hét sit¢c minh, con sé
biét ro 1a con da lam t4t ca nhitng gl minh ¢6 thé, va bay gig
c6 diéu gi xay ra thi cling chang vdn dé gi hét.”

Ngay hom sau, khi thai khac d6 dén — trong lic toi gan
nhu ngung ca thd, nam chédt 18y tay vin gh€ ngoi ciing do
nhu xdc chét — thi Sophia da choi day thing hoa, va han
hoan. T6i biét ro tung thanh 4m, timg khoang ling, ting
ngén dan hom hinh. T6i biét ro6 nhitng khé khin tiém &n &
dau; Sophia da théi vao ching tat ca. To6i biét ro nhimg

~190 —



BIfU DIEN LAN DAU VA BIEU DIEN THU

phan Sophia yéu thich nhét, nhimg phan chuyén giong ma
con bé sai khi€n dugc tai tinh nhit. Téi biét r6 ché nao phai
ta on Chida vi con bé da khong hap tdp v§i vang, va chinh
xac khi nao con bé bat ddu cham dugce tay vao chién thang,
cho phép ban than buéng theo cam xic, va biét r6 do la mét
thang lgi hoan toan.

Ngay sau do, khi mei ngudi tran 1én d€ chic mung va
om hon con bé, t61 chun lai. T6i khong muén khoanh khic
khudn séo ki€u “d6i mat Sophia tim thay d6i mat t6i gitta
dam dong.” T6i chi dimg nhin ¢6 con gai bé nhé dang yéu
da trudng thanh tir xa, dang cudi vui vé vai ban bé, va 6m
chong chét nhimg hoa la hoa.

Trong nhimg thoi khac tuyét vong t6i thuong bat minh
nhd lai ky niém nay. B6 me va cac em géi t6i ciing nhu bg
cua Jed — Sy va vg ong, Harriet — cung nhiéu ban bé va
dong nghiép khac cling c6 mat. Wei-Yi cling tir New Haven
141 du budi biéu dién va tat nhién la rat tu hao vé ¢6 hoc tro
nho tudi cua minh. Theo Sophia thi diy la mét trong nhimg
ngay hanh phdc nhat cu¢c doi con bé. T6i khong chi mai
toan b¢ ban bé cung 16p Sophia, ma t6i con thué tron goi
mot chiéc xe d€ chd ban bé cing trudng con bé di vé gilta
New Haven va New York. Khong ai vo tay to hon duge dam
hoc trd 16p tdm cudng nhiét duge tha cho tir do & New York
dy — va ciling chdng ai c¢6 thé dn dugc nhiéu cocktail tom
dén vay (ma mén nay & St. Regis nguoi ta tinh tién tung
miéng mot!)
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Nhu da hira, diy la doan cudi bai ludn cua Sophia vé
“Chinh phuc Juliet”:

“T61 da khong hi€u diéu gi xay ra cho dén khi t6i thay
minh & sau canh ga, sitng sd, run rdy. boi tay toi lanh ngat.
T6i khong tai nao nhé néi ban nhac cia minh bat dau thé
nao. Mot tdm guong cli soi t6 sy tuong phan gita guong.
mit trang béch nhu to gidy cua t6i vdi chiéc vay dai mau
den, va toi ty hoi ¢6 bao nhiéu nhac sy khac da khai sy ti
chinh tdm guong nay.

Carnegie Hall. Dudng nhu khong phai la nhu vay. bay
dugc cho la cai dich khong thé dat t6i duge, két qua cua hy
vong bi thit bai s€ khién t6i luyén tap sudt doi. Va téi gio
thi t6i, mdt hoc tro 16p tam, sé choi “Juliet 1a mot o gai
tré” cho vd s6 ngudi dang tréng dgi ngoai kia.

To6i da luyén tdp nhoc nhan ban nhac nay. Romeo va
Juliet khong chi 1a nhitng nhan vat ma t6i dugc hoc. Nhing
Lo thi thdm ngot ngao lap di 1dp lai dém cho Juliet 1a cua ba
v gia; nhitng hgp 4m manh mé 14 tiéng cua ban bé tréu
choc Romeo. T6i d3 ¢6 qua nhiéu diéu gii gam vao ban nhac
nay, theo cach nay hay cich khic. bBén thdi khac nay, t6i
mdi nhin ra 1a ti yéu tht im nhac nay biét bao nhiéu.

Biéu dién khong hé dé dang — thue t& dang 1 nhu vay,
né lam cho ngudi ta dau kho. Ban mit hang thang, c6 thé
12 hang nam trdi, hoc thuge 1ong mot ban nhac; ban trd
thanh mét phan cia né, va né cling tré thanh mét phan
cua ban. Biéu dién trudgc khan gia gidng nhu viéc hién mau
vay; n6 dé lai cho ban cam gic trong réng, va mé sang di.
Va khi két thiic, ban nhac chang con 14 cia ban nixa.
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ba dén lac két thie. Toi roi khoi cay dan va cdi chao.
Chi ¢6 san khiu sang dén, va to6i chang thé nhin thiy
guong mdt nao cua khan gia. Toi 3 chao biét Romeo va
Juliet, roi tra ho vao trong bong t6i.”

Thanh coéng cua Sophia tiép thém nghi lyc cho 61, va rot
day vao t6i nhitng niém mo udc moi. Chang kho khian gi €
nhin ra Weill Recital Hall, noi Sophia biéu dién — mac du
kha yéu kiéu v&i nhitng 6 ctra to vo dep @€, 61 ximg nhau —
la mét noi kha nho, toa lac trén ting ba ciia Carnergie Hall.
T6i nhé téi noi rong rai hon, 1ong lay hon téi timg nhin
thdy trén ti-vi; cin phong mang tén Isaac Stern
Auditorium, noi nhitng nhac sy litng danh thé gi¢i da biéu
dién cho gan ba nghin khan gia nghe°. T6i ghi khiac mét
diéu rang ching t6i sé phai ¢6 ging lam dugc diéu d6 trong
tuong lai.

Cung c6 vai diéu gon ggn lén trong ngay hém d6. T4t ca
chung t6i déu cam nhan sau séc sy viang mit cua Florence,
ngudi da d€ lai mdt khoang trong khong thé 14p ddy. Con co
d6i chit day dit vé gido vién ci cua Sophia — thay Michelle
— da khong dén; viéc doi sang thady Wei-Yi da lam moi
chuyén khong con t6t dep nita, bat chap ¢6 gang gin gitt méi
quan hé cua ching t6i. Nhung diéu té hai nhat 1a Lulu bj

40 Carnegie Hall 12 mét trong nhimg dja di€m ndi tiéng nhit cia Hoa Ky,
chuyén t8 chirc cac budi hoa nhac ¢6 dién va ndi ti€ng. Carnegie Hall co
ba phong chinh gom: Isaac Stern Auditorium (Chinh), Zankel Hall va
Weill Recital Hall.
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ngd ddc thirc an vao dung hom biéu dién. Sau khi luyén tap
cac ban nhac d€ choi suét budi sang véi Kiwon, ca hai da
to1 mot ctra hang dac san d€ an trua. Hai muoi phit sau d6,
Lulu ndn théc thao, quan quai dau dén. Con bé ¢6 chiu
dung cho hét phan bi€u dién cua Sophia trude khi lao dao
buéc ra khoi héi truong. Kiwon bat taxi dua Lulu vé khach
san. Lulu bd ca bita ti€c chiéu dai, t6i va Jed thi chay d&i
chay lai gilta phong tiéc v6i phong khach san noi Lulu ndn

mura sudt dém, véi sy cham séc ciia me toi.

Sang hom sau, méc du Lulu trang béch nhu xac chét, chi
du sttc 1€ duge chan di, ching t6i vin dua con bé tdi
Juilliard. Lulu m3c mét chiéc vay dai mau vang pha trang,
cai toc bang mot cai no con budm, khién cho guong mat
con bé cang rau ri hon. T6i nghi dén viéc bo budi bi€u dién
thir, nhung ching t6i 42 d6 bao nhiéu cong site d€ chuin bi
trong trudng hgp Lulu mudn lam diéu dy. Trong phong doi
chting t5i thdy day cac bac cha me ngudi chau A & khap moi
noi, di téi di lui, nét mat thé hién quyét tim khoéng gi lay
chuyén ndi, va tip trung cao d¢. Ho c6 vé thiéu t€ nhij, toi ty
hoi, 1€ nao ho ¢6 thé yéu dm nhac dugc ching?

R6i toi v& 1€ ra rang hau hét bon ho déu la nhitng ngudi
nudce ngoai hodc dan nhap cu, va am nhac chi la mdt tim
gidy thong hanh cho h¢ ma théi, va t6i ty nhi, minh khéng
giong ho. To1 khong dem theo nhitng diéu nhu thé t6i day.

Khi tén Lulu duge xudng 1én, va con bé can dam di vao
phong thir mgt minh, trai tim t6i duong nhu tan chay — gan
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nhu la téi da tir bé muyc tiéu ngay tur lac d6. Nhung thay vao
d6, toi va Jed ap tai vao canh cira, nghe thay Lulu choi ban
concerto s6 3 cua Mozart va Berceuse cua Gabriel Faurés,
ca hai ban nhac déu thanh thét du duong nhur téi van tung
nghe con bé choi nhur thé. Ngay sau d6, Lulu néi véi ching
t6i 1a ¢6 nhitng gido vién vi cdm nbi tiéng nhu Itzhak
Perlman va Naoko Tanaka, ng6i trong ban giam khao.

M4t thang sau, ching t6i nhan duge thu bao tin xau. Toi
va Jed ngay lap tic hi€u duge ndi dung trong phong bi
mong dinh kia; khi &y Lulu van dang & truong. Sau khi doc
xong la thu tir chéi hai dong day nhimg tir ngit trang trong,
Jed 16 ra cam phan. Anh chang thém néi gi v6i t6i, nhung
suwim lang d6 con hon ca 161 budce t6i, rang: “Gid thi em vui
sudng chua, Amy? Bay gi¢ thi sao nao?”

Khi Lulu vé& nha, toi ndi v6i con bé vui vé hét mite cé thé:
“Lulu yéu diu oi, doan xem cb viéc gl nao? Chung ta da
dugc tin it Juilliard r6i. Ho khong nhan con. Nhung chéng
sao dau — ching ta ciing khong mong dgi diéu ay trong
nam nay ma. R4t nhiéu nguoi khéng duge nhan trong [an
dau tién. Gio thi ching ta biét la phai 1am gi trong thdi gian
t6i roi nhi.”

41 Gabriel Urbain Fauré (1845 — 1924): Nha soan nhac va gido vién am
nhac ngudi Phap, 6ng con la nghé sy duong cam. Ong la tac gia cia
nhiBu tc phadm néi ti€ng nhu: Berceuse — rit ndi ti€ng vai nhiéu thé hé
tré em qua chuong trinh phét thanh trén BBC Home Service trong sudt
nhitng nam tir 1950 t&i 1982.
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T6i khong chju dyng ndi cai nhin vyt qua guong mit
Lulu ldc &y. T6i thoadng nghi rang con bé sé khoc mit,
nhung roi téi chgt nhan ra nd sé chang bao gio lam nhu
thé. Lam th€ nao dé€ c¢6 thé vuc con bé diy sau néi that vong
dén nhuong dy? Toi nhu tham. Bao nhiéu thaoi gian bo ra
tap tanh gid ddy da tro thanh khoang khong den ngom
trong ky e chiing t6i. Va t6i sé bat con bé luyén tip bang
cach nao nira day...

Nhung tiéng Lulu da cat ngang suy nghi cta t6i: “Con rat
vui sudng la da khong vao duge d6.” Gid thi trong con bé lai
¢6 chat gian dir.

“Lulu, b6 con va me rat tyhao la...”

“Oi 61, xin b& me hay thoi di,” Lulu ngét 1oi t6i. “Con noi
cho me biét — con khéng quan tdm. Me chinh 13 nguoi da
ép con phai lam chuyén nay. Con ghét Juilliard. Va con vui
sudng da khong duge vao d6”, con bé nhic lai.

T6i khong ro 1a t6i sé phai lam gi néu t6i khéng nhan
duge cude goi vao hom sau d6 tir — ngudi ndi tiéng nhat —
Naoko Tanaka. C6 &y ndi rang Lulu d3a biéu dién that tuyét,
da thé hién mét tai ndng 4m nhac khac thuong, va chinh c6
dy da bo phi€u nhén Lulu. C6 4y ciing giai thich 1a c¢6 mét
quyét dinh vira dugc ban hanh vé giam quy mé chuong
trinh vi cim Pre-College; vi vy, mot s6 lugng chua ting ¢
thi sinh sé phai tranh tai cho s& chi tiéu it 6i chua timg thiy,
khién cho cugc dua tranh vao trudong khé khan hon thuong
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1¢. T6i cam on ¢6 Tanaka vi cude goi chu dao cua ¢6. Va khi
¢0 dé nghi nhan Lulu lam hoc sinh tai phong thu riéng cua
¢0, toi sitng s& choang vang.

Phong thu riéng cuia ¢6 Tanaka ndéi tiéng dat do — chang
¢6 nhiéu nguoi c6 kha nang vao duge day. T6i ma cd trong
bung, va tinh toan rat nhanh. Diéu t6i thuc sy mong mudn
la mét gido vién tuyét voi cho Lulu; t6i chang thém quan
tAm dén vigc phai tra cho chuong trinh Pre-College 1a bao
nhiéu. T6i cling biét rd rang hoc v4i ¢6 Tanaka nghia la sé
phai 14i xe t61 thanh ph& New York vao cac cugi tudn. Va t6i
con chua biét Lulu sé phan tng thé nao.

Vi lgi ich cia Lulu, t6i chdp nhan dé nghj ngay 1ap tac.
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Lulu va Sophia trén san khau cua hoc vién Liszt c

élu bao nhiéu gio tdp luyén khat khe d€ chudn bi
cho budi biéu dién thu & Juilliard, r6i bj ngo dgc thirc an, va
lai khong duge nhin vao trudng, ban tuong la téi d€ cho
Lulu nghi ngoi. Han nhién 1a nén nhu vay réi. Nhung hai

nam trude, toi con tré trung hon nhiéu, va toéi da khéng lam
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nhu vdy. Diéu d6 hon sé 1a ban ré Lulu. D6 la con dudng
thoai lui dé dai ma téi da ching kién ngudi phuong Tay
lam. Thay vao d6, tham chi t6i con ting ap lye nhiéu hon.
Dau tién, t6i da tra gia thuc sy, nhung ching c6 gi gidng
nhu cai gia cudi cung toi s€ phai tra ca.

Hai vi khach quan trong nhit trong budi biéu dién cta
Sophia ¢ Carnegie Hall la Oszkar va Krisztina Pogany,
nhitng ngudi ban ci cua gia dinh t6i & Hungary, tinh ¢ dén
choi New York vao dip d6. Oszkar 1a mot nha vat ly 16i lac
va la ban than cua bg t6i. Vg 6ng, Krisztina la mot nghé sy
duong cam hién c¢6 anh hudng rat 16n téi gidi am nhac
Budapest. Sau budi biéu dién cua Sophia, Krisztina lao t6i
cho ching t6i, say sua noi vé cach choi cua Sophia — ba dac
biét thich thd ban nhac nay ctia con bé — va néi rang con bé
da choi day cam himg.

Krisztina noéi la Budapest chuan bi ky kiém Dém Bao
~ tang, t4t ca cac bao tang trong thanh phd sé té chite cac
budi dién thuyét, bi€u dién am nhac, va cac budbi hoa
nhac; v6i mo6i mot vé don, moi ngudi co6 thé “khiéu vi ¢
bao tang” cho t&i tan nra dém. Mot thanh vién cua bém
Bao tang 1a Vién Am nhac Franz Liszt sé t6 chitc mot s&
buéi hoa nhac. Krisztina nghi day la mot co hoi l6n to
chitc mot busi hoa nhac “Thin dé6ng Am nhac nuée My~
dé ton vinh Sophia.

Qua la mot 161 mai hap dan. Budapest vén ndi tiéng la
mot thanh phd dm nhac, qué huong khong chi caa Liszt ma
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con cua Béla Barték#? va Zoltan Kodaly+s. Nha hat 16n Quoc
gia trang 1€ cua ho duge d6n dai la chi thua kém vé am
thanh so v4i La Scala* cua Milan va Palais Garnier#s cta
Paris. Dja diém Krisztina dua ra cho buéi hoa nhac la Vién
Am nhac Cii, mét toa nha ba ting trang nha thdi Phyc
hung, timmg dugce coi nhu noi ¢ chinh thic cua Franz Liszt,
ngudi sang lap va la giam ddc dau tién cua nhac vién. Nhac
vién Ci (dugc thay thé bang Nhac vién Méi tor nam 1907,
toa lac cdch ddy miy con dudng) gi¢ day la mot vién bao
tang day 4p nhitng nhac cy, d6 ndi that, va cac ban nhac
viét tay cua Liszt. Krisztina n6i v4i Sophia la con bé sé biéu
dién trén mét trong nhitng cdy dan ctua chinh Liszt! Hon
nita, khéan gia sé rat ddng — chua ké dén d6 la nhitng khan
gia phai mua vé dau tién cua Sophia.

Nhung c6 mot van @€ 1a khong lau sau sy pho truong am
1 & Carnegie Hall, khong r6 Lulu sé cam thdy thé nao vé mét
sy kién 16n nita ma Sophia la tdm di€m chd ¥? Lulu da bang

42 Béla Bart6k (1881 — 1945) 13 nha soan nhac, va cling 13 nghé sy duong
cam ngudi Hungary. Ong duge coi 1a mdt trong nhimg nha soan nhac vi
dai nhit cta thé ky XX.

43 Zoltan Kodaly (1882 - 1967) 1a nha soan nhac ngu&i Hungary, va ciing la
nha nghién citu 4m nhac din tdc, nha gido dyc, ngdn ngit hoc va triét hoc.

44 La Scala 13 nha hat opera néi tiéng & Milan, ¥, dugce khanh thanh vao
nim 1778, v0i tén ban d4u la Nha hat Hoang gia & La Scala.

45 Palais Garnier 13 mét nha hat opera c6 tdi 1.600 chd ngdi, & Paris,
Phép. Pugc xay dung tir nim 1875, do Charles Garnier thiét ké, va dugc
coi nhu nha hit opera hing dau t4i tin nim 1989.

-200 -



CON GIAN DU O BUDAPEST

long véi dé nghi ctia ¢6 Tanaka; co6 chat ngac nhién cho t6i
khi con bé tra 161 ngay la n6 mudn lam diéu 6. Nhung diéu
do6 chi lam bt @i chit it néi nhire nhéi cua mdi that bai
Juilliard. Té hai hon, t6i 82 khong gitt bi mat budi biéu dién
thir cia con bé, may thang tréi Lulu cu xar that té véi nhimg
ngudi hoi nd: “Chau da co két qua cua budi biéu dién thur
chua? Ta chdc 1a chau duge nhan roi.”

Cach nudi day con cai cia ngudi Trung Quéc kém nhat
la khi gap that bai; n6é khong khoan nhugng du ¢6 thé nhu
vay. M6 hinh cua ngudi Trung Qudc chi ndi bat khi thanh
cong. Do 1a cach ma quy trinh chuan muyec cda viéc trao gui
niém tin, lao ddng miét mai, va thanh céng hon nira van
hanh. Toi biét r6 la minh phai dam bao ring Lulu sé gianh
dugc thanh cong nay — ngang bang véi Sophia — truge khi
qua mudn.

Toi theo dudi mot ké hoach va tranh thu me t6i, bién
ba thanh dai s cho minh. Téi ggi y me nén goi cho
Krisztina d€ ké cho ba iy nghe vé Lulu va vi cam, rang
con bé da choi dan cho Jessye Norman4¢ biéu dién ra sao,
va roi gap co gido day vi cam ndi ti€ng Vamos thé& nao;
rang ca hai ngudi déu da néi Lulu vo cung tai nang; va
rang cudi cung con bé da dugc nhan vao lam hoc tro

46 Jessye Norman sinh nim 1945, 12 mdt nghé sy opera ndi tiéng ngudi
My. Ba duge coi 14 mdt nghé sy hang ddu vé opera va biéu dién dong
nhac ¢4 dién hién nay.
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riéng cia mot gido vién ndi tiéng th€ gidi tai trudng
Juilliard lay Iing nidm chau ra sao. T6i bao me t6i tham
do vé kha nang &€ Lulu biéu dién cung v&i Sophia nhu
mot cap song tdu ¢ Budapest, du chi mét ban théi ciing
dugce. Néu c6 thé, toi ndi véi me t6i 1a dwa ra d€ xuit, ban
nhac d6 c6 thé la Vii khitc Ddn gian Rumani cua Bartok
cho duong cdm va vi cAm ma cic con t6i vira biéu dién
mdi day — va t6i biét 1a n6 sé hdp dan Krisztina. Cung véi
Liszt, Bartok 1a mét trong nhitg nha soan nhac néi tiéng
nhdt Hungary, va Vit khiic Dan gian cua 6ng sé lam hai
long tuyét dai da s dam dong.

Chung téi da gdp may. Krisztina da gap Lulu va thich cai
tinh s6i ndi cia con bé, ba ndi voi me tdi la ba thich ¥ tugng
dé Sophia cung Lulu biéu dién, va Vii khiic Rumani sé trg
thanh m¢t phan thém vao tuyét véi cho chuong trinh.

Krisztina cling ndi rang ba sé thu x€p moi viéc, va tham
chi con c6 thé thay d6i ca thong tin quang ba cho sy kién
thanh “Hai chj em Thin d6ng Am nhac nuéc My”.

Budi hoa nhac ctia Sophia va Lulu duge xép lich vao
ngay 23 thang Sau, chi con vén ven mét thang nira. Lai mét
[an nira t6i mudn phién. Cé ca nii céng viéc khéng 16 phai
lam. T61 d3 khoac lac v4i me 1a hai con bé vira méi biéu
dién Vii khiic Rumani xong; “vira méi” ¢ day da 1a hon mét
nam ruGi roi. D& luyén lai Vi khic va khién ching nhuin
nhuyén, t6i va bon tré sé phai luyén tip rong rd ngay dém.
bong thai, Sophia cling phai luyén tp dién cudng bén ban
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nhac khac ma thiay Wei-Yi da chon cho, gém: Khilc cudng
tudng cung Son thit cia Brahms, mét ban nhac ctia nha
soan nhac nt ngudi Trung Quéc, Romeo va Juliet cla
Prokofiev, va duong nhién mét trong nhitng Khilc cudng
tudng Hungary noi tiéng cua Liszt.

Mic du Sophia phai biéu dién nhiéu ti€t myc khé nhu
viy nhung méi ban tAm thit sy caa toi lai 1a Lulu. To6i tha
thiét mong moi con bé s€ toa sang. To1 biét bd me t6i s€ co
mat tai budi hoa nhac; do trung hgp ngau nhién ho sé t6i
Budapest vao thang Sau, vi b t61 duge maoi lam thanh vién
Vién Khoa hoc Hungary. T6i ciing khéng mudn dé Krisztina
thit vong. Hon hét ca, t61 mudn Lulu choi hay vi chinh con
bé. D6 chinh 1a nhitng gi né mudn, téi ty nhi; budi biéu
dién s€ dem cho con bé sy tir tin va niém tir hao néu noé choi
tot. Toi phai d6i pho voi sy phan d6i cia Lulu: t6i da hia la
thoi gian nghi sau budi bi€u dién thir s€ khéng c6 gi hét, va
gio day t6i lai khong gitt 101 hira d6. Nhung t6i ty t6i luyén
ban than cho trin chién, va.néu moi thir trd nén toi té, téi

s€ thué Kiwon va Lexie tr¢ giup.

C6 mot cau hoi toi thudng diat ra cho minh: “Nay
Amy, noi cho cung, minh dang lam tit ca nhing viéc
thic ép nay cho ai — cac con gai cia minh u?” - va
thudng thi day ludn la vdn @€ dau dau, mét giong ranh
manh sé cat 1én — “hay la cho chinh ban than?” To6i thiy
la cau hoi nay cyc ky phd bién & phuong Tay (vi trong
suy nghi cia ngudi Trung Qudc thi bon tré chi la mét

- 203 -



KHUOC CHIEN CA COA ME HO

phén cua ban thoi). Nhung digu d6 khong c6 nghia 1a né
khong quan trong.

Cau tra 101 kha chéac chan cua toi 1a moi viée toi lam dit
khoat la cho cac con tdi, 100% la nhu vdy. Bang ching chu
yéu cua toi 1a, rat nhiéu viéc lJam vdi Sophia va Lulu v6 cing
khd sd, mét moi, va chang c¢6 mét may may chiat gi vui
sudng cho t6i. Chang dé dang gi bat bon tré lam viéc khi
ching khoéng muén, n6é ngén mit bao nhiéu thai gian mét
moi, trong khi chinh tudi tré cua ban dang tr6i qua veo veéo;
lai con phai thuyét phyc bon tré rang ching c6 thé lam diéu
gi d6 trong khi chiing (va thdm chi la ca ban nira) dang lo
phat khiép lén ring chiing khong thé. “Cac con c6 biét la
céc con da cudp di bao nhiéu nim cua ddi me khong?” Toi
Juén hoi cac con nhir vay. “Cac con qua la may méan khi me
s€ song lau trdm tudi theo nhu tudng tai Phat may méan cua

me da chi bao diy.”

Thyc ra ma néi, thi thoang t6i cling ty hoi néu cau hoi
“Minh dang thye sy lam th nay cho ai?” cling duge dit ra
cho céc bac cha me phuong Tdy. Doi khi toi tinh gidce vao
buéi sang, kinh hai nghi dén nhing viéc phai lam va nghi
that dé dang biét bao néu ¢6 thé ndi: “Duge roi Lulu, ching
ta c6 thé bo luyén dan ngay hém nay.” Khac véi cic ban bé
phuong Tay, ho don gian s€ néi: “Cing lam thi diéu d6 sé
giét toi, nén téi chi viée @€ cho bon tré tir lya chon va tudn
theo y thich cua ching. D6 1a digu khé khan nhit tran doi,
nhung t6i sé lam hét sitc d€ ngin nd lai.” Ro6i di lam vai ly
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rugu va téi 16p yoga. Con t6i ngugc lai hoan toan, phai &
nha, ho la thét lac, va bj bon tré ghét bo.

Vai ngay trugce khi chiing t6i t6i Budapest, t6i gui e-mail
cho Krisztina, hoi ba xem c¢6 biét gido vién day nhac day
dédn kinh nghiém nao ¢6 thé tap qua Vi khic Rumani cung
v6i cac con t6i nhu mét budi tong duyét, c6 thé dua ra vai
meo vé viéc choi mot ban nhac cua cic nha soan nhac
Hungary thé nao cho chinh x4c ching han. Krisztina viét lai
théng bao tin ming. M6t gido vién vi cdm ngudi Pong Au
rat gioi giang — ba Kazinczy da hao hiép dong y gip mit hai
c6 bé. Kazinczy vira m6i nghi huu, hién tai chi nhan day
nhimg nghé sy vi cam tai nang nhat. Ba con dung mot
khoang thoi gian réi vao héom ching t6i dén, va téi da tom
ngay 14y co hoi ¢ mot khong hai nay.

Chiing t6i t61 khach san & Budapest vao truée ngay biéu
dién quang 10 gid sang — khoang 4 gid sang giod New
Haven. Chung t6i di dimg loang choang va mit thi riu lai.
Ca Jed va Lulu d8u bj dau dau. Sophia va Lulu déu muén di
nguy, va tol ciing chiang thiy dé chju chit nao, nhung ri
thay lai ddng lic phai dén tap & nha ba Kazinczy. Ching t6i
ciing nhin dugc hai 161 nhin cia b8 me téi va Krisztina vé
viéc s€ gap nhau ¢ dau. Bén ching t6i lai loang choang 1én
taxi, va vai phat sau, ching toi 33 & Art Nouveau — Vién
Am nhac Méi, mét toa nha cao ting trang 1é v&i nhimg cay
cot bé thé, doi dién véi Quang truong Franz Liszt, va chi€ém
gan tron nua day pha. '
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Kazinczy gap ching téi ¢ mét trong nhig cin phong
rong ¢ tang dudi. B6 me t6i va Krisztina than thiét da co
mét san sang, dang ngoi trén nhitng chiéc gh€ dit doc cac
birc tudng. Trong phong ¢6 mét cdy duong cam ¢d 16 ma
Krisztina dang ra hiéu cho Sophia t6i d6.

N6i mét cach nhe nhang thi Kazinczy dudng nhu rat
dé bi kich dong. Tréng ba gidng nhu mau phuy nit bj
chong bo roi d€ chay theo ngudi dan ba tré trung hon,
nhung trudce khi ra di 6ng ta lai con khéng quén chuyén
toan bo tai san cua minh t&i mét tai khoan nude ngoai
nao d6 vay. Ba tan thanh viéc giang day 4m nhac nghiém
khac cua truong hoc Nga; noéng voi, doi hoi, va ¢d chip
déu bi ba coi 14 sai Iam.

“Khong!” ba hét 1én trudce khi Lulu dinh choi mft nét
don. “Ha — Sao chau lai cAm cay vi th€ kia?” Ba hdi ging
day hoai vire. Khi cac ¢6 bé bat dau choi, ba bat Lulu dimg
sau hai n6t mét, di t&i di lui, khoa chian mya tay lung tung.
Ba thay cach sir dung ngén tay cua Lulu sai hoan toan va
b4t con bé phai stra lai bat chdp la ngay hom sau da dén
ngay biéu dién. Ba cling quay ra cdy duong cam dé quan sat
Sophia, nhung céi nhin cta ba van déng dinh vao Lulu.

To61 thdy moi thir that toi té. T6i ¢6 th€ ndi rang Lulu
thdy nhitng yéu cau cua ba 1a v6 ly, nhitng 16i khién trach
cua ba that bat cong. Cang buc doc Lulu choi cang kho nhoce
hon, va tap trung cang kém di. Cach phan nhip cua Lulu
méi lic mét té hai hon theo am diéu cua con bé. Oi khéng,
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t6i nghi, ¢a dén lac réi ddy. Khong con nghi ngo gi nira, téi
mdt thoi diém nhit dinh, con gidn dit luét qua Luly, va 4ot
nhién con bé khong ¢§ gang chut gi nita hét, thim chi con
khong ca lang nghe. Trong lic d6, Kazinczy van cit thao
thao bit tuyét dén dién cuéng. Tam trang ba thit té hai, va
giong thi rit 1én. Ba noi voi Krisztina bang tiéng Hungary va
tién lai gan Lulu mdt cach dang lo ngai, n6i vao mat con bé,
roi huych vai né. Trong mét khoanh khic gian dit, Kazinczy
danh manh vao tay choi dan cia Lulu bang cay but chi.

T6i thay ngay nd khi bimg bimng ciaa Lulu, & nha thi n6 sé
bung ra ngay lap ttc. Nhung ¢ day thi con bé gang sitc kiém
ché dé tiép tuc choi dan. Kazinczy st dung ciy but chi [an
nira. Hai phut sau, giita chimg cua doan nhac, Lulu néi rang
né phai vao phong vé sinh. T6i mau chéng di theo va ra
ngoai hanh lang cung né, Lulu lao vao mét x6, va oa lén
khoc nhu mua.

“Con sé khong quay lai day nira,” con bé néi diy gian dir.
“Me khong bat con duge dau. Ba ta dién roi — con ghét ba
dy. Con ghét ba ay!” T6i chang biét phai lam sao nita.
Kazinczy la ban cua Krisztina. Ma b6 me t6i thi van dang
ngobi ¢ trong phong kia. Budi tap van con khoang 30 phut
nita méi chdm dit, va moi ngudi van dang dgi Lulu quay
tré lai.

Toi ¢6 gang thuyét phuc Lulu. T6i nhac lai la Kazinczy da
cho rang Lulu ¢6 mét tai ndng dic biét, d6 1a 1y do tai sao ba
dy da doi hoi ¢ n6é cao nhu viy. (“Con khong quan tam!”)
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Toi thita nhan 13 Kazinczy khong khéo léo trong giao tiép
lam, nhung t6i bao v&i con bé la toi nghi ba 4y c6 thién y, va
van nai Lulu d€ cho ba &y thém co hoi nita. (“Con s€ khong
lam dau!”) Khi tat ca da vo ich, t6i quay ra trach ¢t Lulu, t6i
noi 1a né phai cé trach nhiém véi Krisztina, ba da chay vay
d€ thu x&p cho no6 budi bi€u dién nay; véi 6ng ba ngoai,
nhitng nguoi sé khiép dam thé nao néu n6 khong quay trd
lai. “Khong chi minh con gdp phién toai dau Lulu. Con phai
manh mé va tim ra cach vugt qua diéu d6. T4t ca ching ta
da lam dugce rat nhiéu diéu, Lulu a — va con c6 thé lam
dugc diéu nay [an nira.”

Con bé van tir chdi. T6i xau h6 qua. biéu phi ly dién r6 1a
Kazinczy van, da va dang 1a mét gido vién, m¢ot nhan vit
day quyén lyc, va mgt trong nhitng diéu dau tién ngudi
Trung Qudc hoc la phai tén trong quyén hye. Bit ké 1a gi,
ban khong duge cai lai 161 cha me, thay ¢6, va nhitng nguai
1on tudi. Cudi cung, toi phai quay tré lai phong mét minh,
xin 161 hét 1oi va giai thich (mét cach déi tra) la Lulu dang
gian doi voi 1. Roi t61 bao Sophia — ngudi chiang ndi cau
v6i Kazinezy va ciing ching phai 1a ngudi choi vi cam - tiép
tuc phan con lai cia buéi tap luyén, c6 vé nhu dang hoc vé
cic meo khi choi song tiu.

Quay tro lai khach san, t6i mang Lulu, va ngay sau 46 toi
va Jed da cdi nhau. Jed néi rang anh &y khong khién trach
Lulu vi da bo tdp, va con bé lam th& con t6t hon. Anh iy
ciing chi ra la Lulu da vira trai qua cudc thi & Juilliard, ring
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con bé da mét Iir voi viée luyén tap kho sai chung than roi,
va cing kiét sic bai m¢t dong nhitng diéu la 1am. “Chang
nheé lai khong la ky sao khi cai ba Kazinczy dang ¢ sitc thay
d6i cach sit dung cac ngoén tay cua Lulu ngay truGe budi
bi€u dién? Anh nghi em khong c¢én phai lam diéu d6”, Jed
noi. “Lé ra em nén c6 gang du chi la chat it cam théng v&i
Lulu méi phai. Anh biét em dang c¢6 gang lam gi, Amy.
Nhung néu em khong d€ y thi tit ca sé hong bét day.”

T6i cling biét Jed noéi ding phan nao d6. Nhung toi
khéng thé nghi nhu th€ duge. T6i phai don hét sitre cho budi
hoa nhac. Ngay hom sau, t6i thiét quan luat véi ca hai con
gai, di di lai lai nhu con thoi gitta cac phong tip cua ching &
Vién Am nhac Méi.

Rui thay, con oan hin cua Lulu véi Kazinezy lai cang
tang lén qua dém d6. Nhu thé con bé da tua di tua lai tinh
tiét do trong dau, cang lac cang thém cau tiét va quan tri.
Khi t6i yéu cau no tap luyén mét doan, dot nhién Lulu hét
lén: “Ba ta khong biét minh dang noi gi — cai cach dé€ tay ba
dy dua ra thit vé van! Me ¢6 thay sy mau thuan cua ba dy
khong?” Hoic: “Con nghi ba 4y khong hiéu ti gi vé Bartok
hét; cach dién giai cua ba ta that kinh ngudi — ba dy nghi
minh 12 ai ch@?”

Khi t6i bao véi con bé la théi ngay viéc day nghién
Kazinczy di va dimg bo phi thoi gian nira, Lulu néi: “Me
chang bao gi¢ ung h{ con ca. Con con thi chang mudn biéu
dién t0i nay. Con khong thdy thich tha chit nao hét. Ba ta
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da lam héong bét moi thir. Cit @€ Sophia biéu dién mét minh
di.” Chang t6i tranh cai sudt ca budi chiéu, va t6i bat lye
chang tim ra dugc muu k&€ nao nita.

Cudi cung, toi nghi Krisztina da ctru van ngay hom dé. Khi
chtng t6i dén Vién Am nhac Cfi, Krisztina lao vé phia chiing
t61, turoi tin va so6i noi. Ba 6m cham lay bon tré day xic dong,
tang cho méi dita m¢t mén qua nho, roi ndi rang: “Ching ta
théat may man vi cac chau da dén day. Ca hai déu vo cung tai
nang” — ba nhin manh am tiét dau tién. Krisztina 6m dau,
nhac lai binh than vé Kazinczy rang ba ay I€ ra khong nén cd
gang thay d6i cach dé tay cta Lulu, va ring ba dy 3 quén mét
1a budi hoa nhac dién ra ngay hom sau d6. “Chau vo cung tai
nang”, ba nhac lai véi Lulu. “Day sé la mét budi biéu dién
tuyét vgi!” R6i ba nhanh chong dua ca hai di — cach biét han
v4i t01 — t61 mot can phong phia sau, noi ba sé cung ching di
qua ting phén cua chuong trinh.

bén tan gidy phut cudi cung t6i van khong hiéu thé€ nao
ma mgoi vigc lai dién ra — va chang biét la minh ¢6 m¢ét hay
hai ¢6 con gai biéu dién t6i hom d6. Nhung du thé nao di
nira cling that 1a ky diéu, Lulu da thé hién duge ban than
minh, va budi hoa nhac da thanh céng ryc r&. Nhitng nguai
dan Hungary n6ng nhiét va hao phong da tung hé cac c6 bé
dén tan ba [an cui chao, va giam ddc bao tang mai chiing téi
quay trd lai bat e khi nao c6 thé. Ngay sau d6, ching toi
dan Poganys, bé me t61, va Sy cung Harriet da t&i noi dang
gio dé kip du bita t61 4n mimg thang lgi.
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Nhung sau chuyén di, da c6 gi d6 that khac biét. Vgi
Lulu, trai nghiém vé&i Kazinezy that dang buc minh va thai
qua, lam réi caAm nhan cua nd vé dang va sai. Cling lam cho
hinh mau ngudi Trung Qudc trong né xau di — néu la ngudi
Trung Qudc dong nghia voi viée phai chdp nhan nhing
diéu giong nhu Kazinczy, thi con bé ching mudn tré thanh
mot phan cia hinh mau 46 ti teo nao. Con bé ciing da thu
xem diéu gi sé xay ra néu viéc n6 lam chi don thuan la tu
chdi thue hién nhimg gi gido vién va me bao, va nhu thé la
troi sap vay. Nhung nguge lai, Lulu da thang. Tham chi
ngay ca bé me t6i, mic du ho da rén luyén t6i nghiém khac
du diéuy, lai cling dimg vé phia Lulu.

Vé phan t6i, t6i cam thdy nhu c6 tha gi d6 da mit di,
nhu thé con tau da mat neo vay. T6i da mét ki€m soat phan
nao vOi Lulu. Chang c¢6 ¢6 con gai Trung Qudc nao dam
hanh dgng nhu Lulu. Va cling khong ngudi me Trung Qudc
nao cho phép diéu 46 xay ra.
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Loai HE c6 khd ndng yéu thiong manh ligt,
nhung chung cung qud ndng long. Ching
khoanh ving lanh thé va doc chiém. Cé don la cdi

gia loai H6 phdi trd cho quyén lic ctia minh.
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PUSHKIN

Coco va Pushkin

' ed hoi: “Con nao la cua ching t6i?”. D6 la vao
thang TAm ndm 2008, khi t6i va Jed dang & dao Rhode. Vi
nhimg 1y do v6 cung khé hi€u véi moi ngudsi, ké ca voi
chinh ban than, t6i khiang khang doi phai ¢c6 mét chia chd
nira, va ching to6i dang o trai giéng noi da nhan duge Coco.
bi long vong quanh mét cin phong myc mac, trén nén god
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¢6 ba con chdé dong Samoy tréng rit ty do, vuong gia.
Chiing t6i nhan ra hai con trong sd chiing la cac bac cha me
day ty hao cua mét lita mé1i sinh; con thir ba la “6ng néi”,
khon ngoan va ngao nghé ¢ lira tudi lén sau dang duge kinh
né. Chay nhon nhéo giita nhitng con ché to la bon chi cho
con on ao, trong ching déu giong nhu mét qua cau vai dé
thuong biét siia nhau nhau. “Con cua éng ba & dang kia”,
nguoi chu trai néi, “dudi gam cau thang kia kia.”

bi lai vong quanh, t6i va Jed quan sat con vat dang
ditng mot minh & mot goc riéng biét cua can phong, co cai
gl d6 kha khac la so v&i nhitng con cin nho khac. N6 cao
hon, giy hon, it 16ng hon — va ciing ching dé thuong
bang. Hai chan sau cao hon hai chin truéc dén hai inch,
khién n6 c6 dang ding nghiéng nghiéng that vung vé. Mat
né nho va xéch han 1én; tai nhé ra mét cach ky la. Budi dai
hon va to hon so v&i nhitng con khac, nhung ¢6 1€ 1a vi n6é
nang ky hon; dudi n cling khdng cong, nhung thay vao do
lai vung vay tr bén no sang bén kia gidng nhu mot cai dudi
chudt vay.

“Ba c6 chac khong?” T6i hoi diy ngo vye. That 1a mot
ciu hoi ngd ngan hét sirc. Du gi di nita, hau hét cac loai vat
déu nhu mét con citu non, duge dua cho ngusi chu trai
nudéi ning trong trai gidng cua minh, mot s6 thi & trong
trang trai, mét s6 lai lang thang day dé.

Nhung ngudi chu trai khiang dinh chic chan. Ba ta nhay
mat véi ching t6i va néi: “Ong ba sé thiy. N6 dep tuyét. N6
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c6 than sau cao va duyén dang dac trung cua loai Samoy,
giéng nhu ba cua né vay.” Ching téi dem con ché nho vé
nha va dit tén cho né la Pushkin — va goi tat 1a “Push” -
cho du né 12 mot con ché cai. Khi ca nha va ban bé ching
toi nhin thdy n6 an d4u tién, tat ca déu thay thuong hai cho
chiing t6i. Xhi con la con ché nho, Push nhay nhu mét con
tho va bj vdp vao chinh chin minh. “Con ¢6 thé mang tra lai
n6 duge khong?” me tdi ¢6 [in da hoi nhu vay, vi ba thiy
Push va vao cac bite tudng va nhitng chi€c ghé. Mot hém,
Jed thinh linh phat hién ra ring, “Anh biét van d€ ¢ dau roi
— 16 bi mu”, réi 16i n6 di kham, nhung nguai ta két luan la
thi lyc cua Push van tét.

Khi Push 16n hon, n6é van vung vé nhu vay, thudng
xuyén vap nga khi xudng cdu thang. Than minh né qua dai,
vi vdy ma c6 vé nhu khong diéu khién duge hét nira than
sau cua minh, do d6 né di chuyén nhu mot ngudi ong eo.
bong thdi, nd cling mém déo mét cach la ky; dén nay, né
van thich ndm ngu & tu th€ da day ap xudng san lanh ngat
va bon chén thi choai ra tr phia. Nhu thé 1a nguoi ta da
ném no6 tir trén cao xudng, va nd dinh tet xudng san nhu
mot t&m van — khi nhin thiy nhu vay ching t6i thuong goi
no6 la “Tam van”.

Ngudi chu trai da néi dang mot diéu, d6 1a Push tir vit
con xdu xi da hoéa thién nga. Trong vong moét ndm nod
chuyén thanh m¢t chi cho tuyét dep, d€n ndi khi ching t6i
dan no di dao, cac xe khong ngung dimg lai gan d€ nhin va
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than phuc né. Push to hon Coco (ma nh¢ sy ky quic cua
giong noi huyét thong, da trg thanh chiu gai cua Push), véi
b 16ng trang nhu tuyét va d6i méat dep ky la cua loai méo.
Nhimg co bap tiém tang da phat trién trong thay, gic day
dubi né cong vit 1én & phia sau, tréng nhu m§t tim 16ng
khong 16, ram rap.

Nhung vé khoan tai ndng, Push van kién tri & mic thip
nhit. Coco khong dic biét &n tugng nhung so v4i Push thi
no6 van la mgt thién tai. Khong hi€u vi sao, Push — con dé
thuong va hién lanh hon ca Coco — nhung né khéng thé
lam nhing viéc ma cac con ch6 binh thudng lam duge. N6
khong thé tim duge d6 vit va ciing khong thich chay lung
tung. N6 thudng méic ket & nhitng ché rat budn cusi — dugi
chiu rira, trong buyi ciy dai, & gilta phia trong hodc phia
ngoai cia bdén tdm — va c¢an ¢ sy trg gitp mai thoat duge.
Dau tién, t61 nghi ching c6 kho khin gi v&i Pushkin ca, va
t6i ton hang gid ¢6 gang day noé lam mei viée, nhung tat ca
déu ching dem lai két qua nao. Thit ding la ky quic toan
tdp, Push lai ¢6 vé yéu am nhac. Diéu n6 thich lam nhit 14
nam canh ciy dan cua Sophia, hat 1én (ma theo Jed 1a tru
1€n) theo tiéng nhac Sophia choi.

B4t chdp nhimg khi€m khuyét cia né, ca bon ching t6i
déu yéu quy Push, nhu chiing t6i tig yéu quy Coco. Thye t&€
la chinh nhitng nhuge di€ém cua né khién n6 duge yéu quy.
“0-6-i, té qua! C6 nang méi dang yéu 1am sao”, chiing t6i thi

tham moi khi né ¢6 gang nhay qua cai gi d6 va bi nh chén,
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roi ching t6i voi va dé danh no. Hodc ching t6i noi: “Aj cha,
nhin xem nay. N6 chang thé tim ra dugc Frisbee! That d-é-t-
h-u-0-n-g 1am sao.” Ngay tir dau, Coco rat canh giac voi ke
dong loai méi cua minh; chiing t6i thiy né thir Push bang du
cach kha ranh manh. Ngugce lai véi Push ching ¢6 cam xtic
phong pht gi; sy than trong va ranh manh d6 chang hé tén
tai. N6 bang long theo sau Coco hét sttc hoa nh3, tranh di bat
ky chuyén djng nao cin sy khéo léo. Viéc phan bd trach
nhiém véi 1i ché cho moi ngudi trong gia dinh la 90% cho
toi, con 10% cho ba ngudi con lai. Hang ngay, bat dau tor 6
gio sang, t6i la ngudi cho ching an, di dao, va don dep vé
sinh cho ching; t6i cling chai 16ng va dua ching di kham
bénh. Té hon nita, cudn sach thi hai cua toi vira duge xuit
ban, thém vao d6 @€ chi tra day du cac khéa hoc va luyén dan
véi cac con, t6i da phai bay di bay vé khong ngimg khap ca
nudce dé giang day. T6i ludn tim cach d€ don chuyén di téi
Chicago hodc Miami trong ngay. Khong chi mét Ian, t6i day
vao ldc 3 gio sang, bay t4i California va thuyét trinh vao budi
trira roi voi va tré vé nha véi bira an dam bac. Ban beé hai t6i,
“Cau dang nghi gi thé? Khi d6 dn da san sang day du ca roi,
tai sao lai nay noi ra con ché thit hai kia chir?”

Anne, ban t6i nghi ra mgt cach giai thich theo kiéu rat
phé bién. C6 dy bao: “Ban than mén oi, hady nudi mét con
ché lac con cai cac ban dang tudi trudng thanh di. Ching
chuan bj bay khoi t6 4&m réi. Mt con ché chinh 1a sy thay
thé cho 1i tré ddy.”
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That la bu6n cudi khi Anne néi thé, vi viéc nudi day con
cai kiéu Trung Quéc khéng co gi gidng vdi viéc nudi chd ca.
Thuyc t€1a n6 con d6i 1ap hoan toan nita kia. Vi du nhu, viée
nuoi ch6é mang tinh chat xa hoi. Khi gap nhimg ngudi nudi
ché khac, ban co6 rat nhiéu diéu @€ chuyén tro. Nguge lai,
nuoi day con ki€u Trung Qudc ¢6 don kinh khung — it nhit
néu ban dang ¢d gang lam diéu d6 ¢ phuong Tay, noi ban
chi ¢6 m¢t minh. Ban phai di nguge lai hoan toan véi hé
thong gia tri — khoi nguén tr Thaoi ky Khai sang, quyén ty
do ca nhan, hoc thuyét phat trién tré em, va Tuyén ngon
Nhan quyén — va ban chang c6 ai d€ c6 thé tam sy that long
ca, tham chi la nhitng ngudi ban yéu mén va ton trong.

Vi du nhu khi Sophia va Lulu con nho, t6i thuong phat
khiép 1én khi cac bac phy mau khac mai cac con t6i tai dé
dén ngay hoi vui choi. T6i ty hoi hang nghin [An tai sao cac
quy dinh cta phuong Tay lai khung khiép dén vay? Mot [an,
toi da co ging ndi ra sy that, giai thich v&i mot ba me khac
la Lulu khéng ranh vi né phai tap dan. Nhung ba ta ching
théem @€ tam. T6i phai vién ra cac kiéu ly do ma nguoi
phuong Tay thay c6 thé tin duge nhu: di kham mat, kham
sttc khoe, sinh hoat c¢ong dong. C6 vai [an, nhimg ba me
khac con nhin cham chdp vao mat con bé va quay ra déi xi
v0i t61 it lanh Iung, mac du t6i nghi 1a Lulu clng tu té voi
con gai ba ta. That sy 1a m¢t mau thuan vé quan diém todn
cau. Sau khi gat dugce gidy moi ngay hoi vui chol sang mt
bén, t6i khong thé nao tin duge la mot diéu khac ngay lip
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tirc xay dén. “Thé vao th( Bay thi sao?” — Ngay sau thir Bay
thi Lulu da phai tap dan véi ¢6 Tanaka & New York réi —
“hay 1a thir Sau tuin sau nita chang han?” Theo quan diém
cua ho, thi nhitng ba me phuong Tay khong tai nao hiéu noi
Lulu ban ron dén thé€ nio vao cac budi chiéu, va ban dén
hét ca nam ludn roi.

C6 mot sy khac biét 16n lao gita viéc nudi cho véi nudi
day con kiéu Trung Qudc. Nudi ché qua dé dang. N6 doi hoi
sy kién tri, tinh yéu thuong, va ¢6 thé€ la dau tu thoi gian
ddo tao ban dau. Ngugce lai, nudi day con cai ki€u Trung
Quéc la mét trong nhitng diéu khé khan nhat t6i nghi téi.
Dai khi, ban phai chiu dyng sy ghét bo tir nhitng ngudi ban
yéu quy va hy vong tran tré sé yéu quy ban tré lai, va khong
chi ding & d6, chang bao gi¢ diéu nay ngay 1ap titc tré nén
dé dang. Ma ngugc lai, nudi day con kiéu Trung Quéc — chi
it 1a khi ban ¢6 gang lam noé tai nugc My, noi tit ca déu
quyét liét chdong lai ban — sé 1a mot cugc chién khé khan
khong bao gio chdm dut, yéu cau mot sy tuan thu 24/7 vé
mit thoi gian, sy kién cudng, va ca muu meo nita. Ban ¢6
thé s€ phai dep bo long ty ai va thay d6i chién thuit ¢ bat
crthoi diém nao. Va ban phai v cuing sang tao.

Chang han nhu ndm ngoai théi, t6i va vai sinh vién to
chite bira ti¢c két thic hoc ky, mét trong nhing viée t6i thiy
rat hitng tha. “Me to ra dé chju véi cée sinh vién cua minh”,
Sophia va Lulu luén so sanh. “Hg chéng c6 diéu gi khién me
thye sy thich tha ca. Tt ca bon ho déu nghi 1a me luén
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khuyén khich va hé trg' minh.” CAc con téi hoan toan diing
vé viéc nay. Tol cu xir vOi cac sinh vién luat (ddc biét la
nhitng ngudi c6 b6 me ngudi chau A nghiém khac) khac
mdot trdi mot vire voi cach t6i 61 xir vai cac con.

Nhan dip nay, bira tigc duge td chic & trén gac, trong
phong chai bong ban ¢ tang ba cua ching t6i, cling 1a noi
Lulu tip dan. Mot trong nhitng sinh vién cua t6i — Ronan
thdy vai td ghi nhé t6i viét cho Lulu. Ciu &y 1dm bam: “Céi
gi thé nay...? C6 di, ¢6 — chinh c6 — da viét nhitng ghi nh&
nay a?” Cau ta doc nhitng t& ghi nhé day nghi hoic.

“Ronan, lam on dé thr d6 xudng dugce khong? Va ding
thé, toi da viét ddy”, chang con lya chon nao khéc, t6i
khang khai thua nhan. “Hang ngay, t6i d€ nhimng chi dan
nhu vy cho con gai t6i dang hoc choi vi cam, @€ gitp con
bé luyén tap lic t6i khong c6 nha.”

Nhung dudng nhu Ronan khéng nghe thiy gi ca, ciu ta
tiép tuc hoai nghi: “Oi trai oi — kia nita kia.” Qua dang nhu
vay. Nam rai rac quanh d6 co6 tdi ca ta nhing to chi dan, vai
to duge danh may, vai t& chép tay ma toéi da quén khong gidu
nhem di. “That khong thé tin dugc. That 1a vo cung... ky la.”

T6i khéng nghi la ky la. Nhung cic ban c¢6 thé ty
déanh gia.

Day la ba vi du nguyén ban vé nhitng ghi nhé luyén tap
hang ngay cho Lulu do t6i ty viét. B6 qua nhitng tiéu d€ qua
dién r6; t6i viét nhu vay d€ thu hat sy tap trung cua Lulu.
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Tién thé t6i cling giai thich ludén, “m9+7” nghia la “phuong
phap” — ¢6 nghia la t6i dua ra nhitng chi dan tir phuong
phéap-t&i-phuong phap.

GAU GAU LeBOEUF

Phan Mgt. Chi 55 phtt thoil!

XIN CHAO LULU!!! Ban chai that tuyét. Nhe thoi!!

Nhe thsi!!!! NHE THOI!!

biép vy APOLLO: Gitx ciy dan & vj tri sao cho né cé

thé ding yén ma khong can git bing tay, tham chi ¢
nhimg phén choi manh.

15 phat: GAM. Cac ngén tay luét nhe va cao. NHE,
rung cay vi.

15 phat: Schradieck: (1) C4c ngén tay nhe va cao hon.
(2) Vj tri ban tay, ngén it luén phai thing 1én va linh
hoat. Chai toan bé v&i may nhip mot Ian. R6i LUYEN
ky ting phan, 25x méi phéan. Rbi choi ca bai Tan nita.
15 phit: Quéng tdm cua Kreutzer. Choi timg doan
mét. Choi chdm lic ban dau — NGAN NGA - 2x.

THU THACH TRONG NGAY:

10 phit: Kreutzer s 32. Ty chai hét bai, véi may nhip.
CHAM RALI. Kéo vi nhe nhang. Néu con khéong thé
choi phian nay, con that bai.

47 M = method = phuong phép.
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LOS BOBOS DI MCNAMARA —
BAN CONCERTO BRUCH

MUC TIEU: (1) GIT CAY DAN THANG LEN! Dic
biét trong nhitng phan hgp am! (2) ro rang — tap
trung vao choi nhitng 4m “don” r6 rang va sang sua
— s dung cac ngdn tay nhanh hon, nhe hon (gi@ cac
ngon tay thang hon) (3) khac hoa dugce cic doan; cac
dong lye — lac bat dau str dung cay vi cham sau d6
nhanh dan.

TAP LUYEN

TRANG 7

Phuong phap m¢ dau: mm. 18 & 19:
(a) St dung ¥2 ap lyc cly vi & st dung cay vi nhanh
hon ¢ nhitng hgp am. Khuyu tay thip hon. Giir
nguyén cay dan!
(b) T4p luyén cac am nho (da da dum) cho that
thuan thyec — ngén tay bdm cac nét nhanh hon va
budng ra ciing nhanh hon.

m. 21:
(a) Triplé48 trén day — 25x méi [an!
(b) Choi nét thir 8 troi chay hon — tip luyén!
BUONG c4c ngon tay sau khi bAm nét!

48 Triplet: Nh6m ba nét ngang nhau biéu dién trong mét khoang thai
gian, thuyng duge ding d€ biéu dién hai nét ciing loai.
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mm. 23-6: Tép lai, ap lyc Y2 cay vi voi nhitng hgp am
va choi tréi chay hon, cac ngén tay nhanh hon véi
nhimg dm ngan

mm 27-30: QUAN TRONG: Dong nay choi rat manh, dé
cay dan thdp xubng! Hgp am siéu nhe. Choi ro rang tréi
chay hon. TROI CHAY HON NUA trong [4n th{t hai.

m. 32: Dit cic ngdn tay tr trén cao hon va nhara
nhanh hon. Giit cdy dan va dau cing nhip.

m. 33: Str dyng cdy vi nhanh hon, nhe hon! Xoay vong
tré lai (réi vong di!)!

TRANG 8

m. 40: Hgp Am nay luén chai rat manh! Ap lyc don 1én
I/2 cay vi va vao cdy dan! Choi rd rang timg not ngan.
m. 44: Hgp 4m nay van nhe, mic di nhiéu am thanh
hon - str dung cy vi nhanh hon!

mm 44-5 — nhe tay, déo ¢6 tay.

mm 48-49 — choi ché nay séng déng hon! Nhanh hon,
cic ngdn tay nhe hon! Cac ngén tay thang lén nhung dé
chiing thoai mai!

49 Taylor Alison Swift: Ca s, nhac si, dién vién ngudi My. Trong nam
2011, nhitg album cta ¢6 d3 ban duge téng cdng hon 15 trigu ban riéng
tai My theo th&ng ké cua Billboard, va hon 20 triéu ban trén toan thé
gii.

Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta dugce biét d&€n nhiéu hon véi nghé
danh Ladv Gaga, ¢6 la mét ca si- nhac si pop/dance ngudi My gée ¥. N6i
danh vi phong cach théi trang ky quic, la ling.

Beyoncé Giselle Knowles 1a mét ca si R&B ngudgi My, déng thdi 1a nhac
si, dién vién, nha thiét k& thgi trang va ngudi mau thdi trang.
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HON! S6i dong hon — tiép tuc!

m. 78 — cac ngdn tay cao hon! Khong day — gitr cac
ngon tay nhe nhang!

m. 82 — chdi manh dan lén, bat dau sir dung chim
cham r6i nhanh dan cay vi! R6i giam nhimg doan ém a
va choi manh dan 1én dén dit doi! DAU TIEN chay nhu
TAYLOR SWIFT! THU HAI chay nhu LADY GAGA!!
THU BA thi nhu BEYONCE!!49

m. 87 — tap trung hon, di theo cac tiét nhac (choi manh
dén 1én, giam phén ém a xudng).

TRANG o:

mm. 115-6 — bt d4u véi cay vi it hon va nhiéu hon ¢
ndt La thang. Tap trung vao!

m. 131 chai ém diju!

mm.136 -145 — thye sy DPAO SAU phin nay (choi manh
han va stir dung ciy vi nhiéu hon khi lén CAO, giam
nhiing phan ém a xudng) Luyén tip cac ndt ngoai giai
diéu, 50x moi nédt

mm. 146-159 khdp lai NH[P NHANG

mm. 156-158 — giir cho giam dan

m. 160-161 — khép lai

TRANG 10

m. 180: Luyén tap phan m¢ dau. Tap trung! Bat dau
v&i w/ciy vi chdm hon, r6i sit dyung nhanh hon, nhanh
nhit khi ¢ nét Si!

m. 181-83: luyén tip phan khdp that tréi chay —

céc ngon tay nhe va nhanh!

m. 185: st dyng V2 cdy vi nhan vao cac hgp am — nhe
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ngon tay nhe va nhanh!

m. 185: st dung ¥2 cdy vi nhin vao cic hgp 4m — nhe
hon! Lam 6 cac nét nhe (da-da-dum) — cac ngén tay
nhanh hon

m. 193-195 — LUYEN TAP cach d¢ tay — &it chinh xé4c
vj tri! 50x

m. 194: Bat dau chim, sau 6 manh dan lén!

m. 200 — ghi nhé chinh x4c¢ cic nét — tip luyén 30x
m. 202 — t3p luyén cic hgp am — dit tay dang vij trf —
am chuan!

m. 204 — st dung tay hét sitc nhe nhang va déo ¢é tay!
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CAN PAM — ALOHA STREAM 7
MENDELSSOHN!

Chuyén déng khong ngirng
Trang 2
Mg dau:
*Manh dan Ién, quyét liét hon!
*Nhu viy khoéang 3 Tan, phai lam cho ching khac
nhau — ¢6 thé NHE HON ¢ [an cudi cung.
* Nhip diéu cudi ciing ciia Dong 2 1a HOA AM
KHAC NHAU - vi vy, chuyén sang
Dong 3: Chuyén tai nhitng nét nhip, giam di viéc lay
Jai cac nét. R6i “chuyén dan té1”
Dong 4: Pam bao 1a phai choi nhitng nét quan trong
véi CAY VI DA HON
Dong 5: Pura ra nhitng nét KY LA
Dong 6: Qua nhiéu nét La! Té nhat — vay hiy lam
chting ém 4 hon va chuyén qua nhimg nét KHAC.
Dong 7: Thang 4m hai quang tam rat dai - bat dau
GIAM va choi manh dit doi dan lén!!

Trang 3

Dong 5: N6t Fa, sit dung gin nhi toan b cay vi -
khién né that s6i dong! — réi giam dan dén lac tat han.
Dong 6-7: Choi theo mau — cham lai, roi dét ngot O
lén & nét Fa!

Dong 8-9: tuong ty nhu viy — im ling réi dot ngot
BUNG lén & nét Fa!
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Dong 10: Nhan manh 2 thanh 4m CAO NHAT, thanh
am thap nhit it quan trong hon.

Mendelssohn
M@ man:
Thong tha - nhanh hon mét chit. Chai thoai mai
hon, than mat hon, giéng nhu con dang CHi CO
MOT MINH VOI BON CHO PANG SAY NGU. Lam
tuong tyr 2x, roi LAM RO NET Tan tht 3 — ¢6i ma
hon chut nira!
Dong 4: Bay gid, c6 mdt chit lo lang, hoi hop. CO THE
GIONG MOT CHU CHO PANG NGU NHU B] OM
VAY? Dong 5: DON NHIEU NANG LUQNG HON
VAO NHUNG AM CAO NHAT! Choi din déin dén khi
nhe nhang tr¢ lai, giam sy quyét liét di, thoai mai nhu
Iic bat dau.

DOAN GIUA:
Dc diém khéc biét 100% — DU DOI!
St dung cay vi rait NHANH! Chai quyét liét hon!
Strung CA CAY vi & mot s6 phan.
bai nhip 4§ cay vilt
Ba dong cudi cing, nhanh dan 1én. Vi vy ma bat
dau sit dung mot phan cay vi — va TANG LEN
khoang 1.5 inch méi [an.
Dong 2. P/ém a, roi manh 1én! Lam rd sy cing
thang & day!
Trang 11, dong 1: Manh liét hon! Manh dan t&i
dinh diém!!
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T6i c6 hang tram ma c6 thé€ la hang nghin t& nhu thé
nay. bang sau chiing déu la mét cau chuyén dai. Tham
chi, khi cac con con nhd, vi méi khi gdp mit la t6i lai vo
cung cau ban, nén t6i con € nhimg mAiu gidy nho nho cho
ching & khap noi - trén géi, trong hjp do dn trua, kep vi
cac ban nhac — ghi nhitng diéu dai loai nhu: “Me néng
tinh nhung Me yéu con!” hodc “Con 1a niém ty hao va vui
suéng cua Me!”

Con véi bon chd, ban ching phai lam bat cir diéu gi hét.
Va néu ban ¢6 lam, ching cling chang hi€u gi dau, nhat la
v&i Pushkin chang han.

L{ ché cua t6i chiang biét lam gi — va thit la nhe ca
ngudi. Toéi khong doi hoi bat cit diéu gi ¢ ching nira, va
ciing chang ¢d gang udn nan ching hay dinh doat cho
tuong lai cua ching lam gi. Vé co ban, téi tin tudng rang
chiing sé c6 lya chon sang suét cho riéng minh. Téi ludn
mong ngbéng dugce gip gd, va thich tha nhin ching ngu. Méi
quan hé mdéi tuyét lam sao.
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Lulu, ndm 13 tudi

@Jy trinh chuin myc cia ngudi Trung Qudc khong
ap dung duge vai Lulu. To6i khong tai nao hiéu néi diéu nay.
M¢i thir ¢6 vé nhu dang di ding theo k& hoach. V&1 mot cai
gia dang ké — nhung t6i da chuin bj sin sang dé tra gia cho
bét ¢t diéu gi — Lulu thanh c6ng & t4t ca nhitng linh vire ma
toi thuong mo udce la nd sé lam duge nhu thé. Sau hang
thang trdi chuan bi mét nhoai, v&i nhimg cai va, doa nat
nhu com bira, cung ca la hét thét gao 1a chuyén thuong
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ngay & nha, Lulu biéu dién thir va gianh duge vi tri choi vi
cam chinh trong mot dan nhac tré ¢6 uy tin, méc du con bé
mai chi ¢6 12 tudi va tré hon rat nhiéu so voi da phén
nhimg nghé si khéc trong dan nhac. Lulu nhan dugce giai
thudng “tai ndng” qudc gia va dugce tung ho trén bao. Lulu
cr thé thang tién. Con bé dimg dau va dat diém cao nhit
l6p moén tiéng Phap va giai thudng ké chuyén bang tiéng
Latin. Nhung 1é ra nhitng thanh ¢6ng cia Lulu phai dem lai
sy tin tudng va long biét on cha me, cling nhu mong muén
hoc tdp chdam chi hon, thi hoan toan ngugc lai. Lulu bat dau
ndi loan: khéng chi chdng d6i viée tap luyén, ma con phan
d6i tdt ca nhitng gi t6i ung ho.

Khi hdi tudng lai, t6i nghl moi viée da bat dau tir khi
Lulu hoc 16p sau ~ chi ¢6 t6i 1a da khéng nhén ra ma thoéi.
Mot trong nhitng digu Lulu ghét nhat 1a viée t6i khing
khang 16i n6 khoi 16p hoc @€ lao vao luyén dan ngoai gio.
To61 cam thay viéc hoc hanh ¢ trudng lam t6n cta Lulu bao
nhiéu thai gian, vi vdy nhiéu [an trong tuan toi viét gidy cho
gido vién cua Lulu giai thich 1a n6é ¢6 mdt budi biéu dién
hodc sap sira phai tranh tai, va xin phép cho Lulu ra ngoai
trong gio nghi trua hodc gid thé dyc. Thinh thoang t6i c6
thé gdp lai thanh mdt thdi gian khoang hai tiéng dong ho
bang cach két hgp bita trua, hai gid ra choi, va ti nhu gio
am nhac chang han, khi ma ho choi dan nhur bat bong, hay
cac gid hoc nghé thuit chi biét méi viéc trang tri khong gian
cho L& hoi Halloween. T6i ¢6 thé thdy Lulu phat khiép lén
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moi [an thoang thdy béng tdi xuit hién & truong hec, va
ban bé cung 16p con bé thuong hay nhin téi ky la, nhung
Lulu méi ¢6 11 tudi, va t6i van ap dat y chi ciia minh 1én con
bé. T6i cling chic l1a mei viéc ding huéng vi tap luyén dién
cuong da khién Lulu gianh dugc tat ca nhitng giai thuéng

am nhac danh gia do.

VE phia toi cling ching dé dang gi. T6i dang 1én 16p véi
sinh vién, r6i d¢t nhién lai phai xin 16i vi ¢c6 mét “cudc hen”.
R6i phéng nhu dién t6i truong Lulu d€ don no, réi lai lao
t&i nha cua Kiwon tha Lulu ¢ 46, sau d6 quay trg lai véi bai
giang ma lac nay chi con ¢6 vai sinh vién dang dgi toi tro
lai. Tiéng rudi sau, toi lai phai xin 16i [an nita réi duwa Lulu
trg lai truong hoc, con minh sau d6 thi phéng am am tré lai
truong dai hoc d€ dy nhitng cugec hop hanh t6i hang ba gio
dbng ho nira. Ly do chinh t6i dua Lulu t6i ché Kiwon khong
don thuin 1a g€ giam sat con bé ty tap luyén ma vi t6i nghi
con bé sé khong chong lai Kiwon, va duong nhién la khong
cii va véi co dy. Xét cho cing thi Kiwon chdng phai la nguoi
trong nha.

Mot chiéu, chi khoang 15 phat sau khi t6i dua Lulu t&i
nha Kiwon, thi Kiwon goi cho t6i. Giong ¢6 dy hét sitc boi
réi va chan nan. “Lulu khéng muén tdp. T6t hon ba nén
dén day dé don c6 bé vé thi hon.” Khi dén 46, tdi rdi rit xin
161 Kiwon, li nhi néi rang Lulu mét méi vi khéng duge ngu
day gidc. Hbéa ra la Lulu khong chi khong chiu tap luyén,
con bé con thé 16 véi Kiwon, cai lai, va khong lam theo
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nhitng chi dan cua c6 dy. Sau d6, t61 d2 mang mo hét o1 va
ky luat nghiém khac Lulu ¢ nha.

Nhung moi chuyén ngay mét té¢ hon. Cit méi khi t6i
dén truong d€ d6n Lulu la mat nd t6i sam lai. N6 quay
lung lai t6i va noi rang khéng mudn di. Roi khi t6i dua
dugce no t6i chd Kiwon, thi ¢6 an ndé khdong chju xudng
xe. Néu nhu t61 tim moi cach d€ dua nd vao duge nha
Kiwon - lic nay c6 khi chi con ¢6 khoang 20 phit — thi
no6 lai khong chju choi dan hodc ¢6 tinh choi that t€, lac
hét ca diéu hodc chang c6 cam xtc gi. Con bé con ¢6 tinh
khiéu khich Kiwon, dian dan lam cho ¢6 4y cau dién lén,
roi hoi lai véi céi giong day vé ngay tho vo ti: “Sao thé
a? C6 van 6n cha?”

M4t [An, hoan toan tinh cd, Kiwon 1& 151 k€ cho t6i nghe
rang ban trai ¢6 iy, Aaron sau khi tin mét chirng kién mot
budi tip luyén da noi rang: “Néu c6 con gai, anh sé khong
bao gi& cho phép né cu xr nhu vay - that qua vo 18.”

That 12 hé nhyc. Aaron rit quy mén Lulu vén van
thudng to ra dé thuong khi gip ciu dy. Aaron duge nudi
day trong mét gia dinh phuong Tay véi bau khong khi chu
dao 1a ty do va khoan dung, noi bon tré khong gip nhing
rac roi trong vi€c bo hoc ngang xurong nhu vay, va duge lam
nhiéu diéu chiing mudn. Bay gi¢ ciu ta dang chi trich cach
gido duc cua t6i, cach hanh xir cia con géi t6i — va cau ta
hoan toan dung dén.

-232 -



NBI LOAN

Gio day Lulu bat dau cai lai va cong khai khong nghe 161 toi
truGe mit 6ng ba ngoai. Pigu nay nghe ra c6 vé khong phai la
mot vin dé lom d6i véi nguoi phuong Tay, nhung trong nha
t6i thi giong nhu mot sy bang bd vao né nép gia phong vay.
Néi gon lai thi moi viée da di qué giéi han c6 thé chdp nhin
dugce dén mite ching con ai biét phai lam gi nita. BS t6i kéo t6i
qua mét bén va kin do giyc gia toi cho phép Lulu bo choi vi
cam. Me t6i von rat than thiét véi Lulu (hai ngudi thuong
xuyén trao d6i e-mail cho nhau) nghiém tic noéi véi t6i: “Con
phai bo ngay thoéi cimg ran 8y di, Amy a. Con nghiém khac véi
Lulu dén mifc cyre doan. R6i con sé 4n han ddy.”

“Tai sao bay gio me lai phan d6i con nhu vay?” T6i phan
phao. “Pay chinh la cach me 43 day d6 con co ma.”

“Con khong thé lam nhu me va b8 con da lam”, me t6i
tra 1o1. “Thoi th€ da thay d6i roi. Lulu dau phai la con - va
con bé ciing khong phai 1a Sophia. Tinh cach ctia n6 hoan
toan khac biét, va con khong thé bit ép né duge.”

“Con dang di theo ding céach thitc cia ngugi Trung
Qudc”, t61 bao. “Cach diy t6t hon. Con khong quan tam
dau, du ching c6 ai ung hd con ca. Me bj nhimg bé ban
phuong Tay cua minh tay nao réi.”

Me t6i chi con biét 6m dau. “Me dang néi véi con 1a me
lo lang cho Lulu. C6 gi d6 khong &n trong cach nhin nhan
cua con bé.” Chinh nh4n xét nay lam t6i dau long hon bat
ctr diéu gi khac.
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Thay vi cii quy trinh chudn myc iy, ching t6i dang
vudng vao vong thang giang that thuong. Lulu bude vao
tudi 13, va cai tam tinh dién khing cliing néi phan uat buye
bdi ngay cang phat trién. Guong mit con bé mang mét vé
lanh dam trién mién, va cac tit ctra miéng cua no la “Khong”
hodc “Con khéng biét”. N6 nhé toet vao quan di€ém cua toi
vé cudc song gia tri. N6 doi hoi: “Tai sao con khong thé lang
thang v&i ban bé nhu nhitng ngudi khac van lam?” “Tai sao
lai khong di mua sam ¢ nhitng khu phé 16n? Tai sao con
khong duge ngu nudng? Tai sao timg gidy phat méi ngay
cta con déu phai day ap nhimg bai tip la bai tap?”

Téi tra loi: “Con la ngudi choi chinh cho dan nhac co
ma, Lulu. That 1a v6 cung vinh du khi dugce ho trao gui, va
con ¢6 mat trach nhiém l6n lao. Ca dan nhac déu trong dgi
ca & con kia ma.”

“Tai sao minh lai sinh ra & cai gia dinh nay kia ch®?”
Lulu dap lai nhu vdy.

biéu ky la la Lulu thuc sy thich dan nhac. Con bé co
nhigu ban bé¢, n6 thich dugce lam nguoi dan dau, va ¢6 mot
mdi lién hé mit thiét véi ngudi chi huy dan nhac — niac sy
Brooks. T6i da thdy Lulu vui dua véi moi nguoi va cudi
sang khoai trong cac budi dién tap — c6 thé vi budi dién tap
la khoang thoi gian né dugc tach biét khoi toi.

Trong khi @6, mai bat d6ng gilta toi va Jed ngay mét
16n. Khi ¢6 hai vg chong, Jed gian gilt bay to v&i toi rang
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hoac la t6i phai han ché hodc 1a phai chdm dirt ngay cai
viéc lam ndo loan dién r6 hét ca lén véi cai suy dién thai
qua vé “dan phuong Tay” véi lai “ngudi Trung Qude” di.
“Anh biét em nghi la minh dang ¢6 vii moi ngudi bang
cach chi trich ho, vi vdy ma h¢ ¢6 thé phat trién duge ban
than”, Jed mia mai, “nhung em c6 bao gi¢ nghi dén viéc
em da khién moi ngudi cam thay t6i té thé nao chua?” Chi
trich 16n nhat cua Jed la “Tai sao lic nao em cling ¢t nhan
manh dén nhitng diéu tot dep vé Sophia trude mit Lulu
thé? Em nghi xem diéu d6 khién Lulu cam thdy thé nao?
Em khong thiy diéu gi sé xay ra a?”

“Em dau c6 lira mi Sophia bang nhitng khen nggi khong
xtmg dang v6i né, ma em lam thé chi 1a d€ ‘bao vé cac xtc
cam cua Lulu™, t6i néi, nhan nhé vao nhimg tir cudi cung
sao cho chiing chdm biém hét mitc c6 thé. “Bang cach nay,
Lulu biét 1a em coi nd gidi giang chiang thua kém gi Sophia
ca. N6 dau can phai phan ing quyét liét nhu vay.”

Nhung ngoai trr viéc thinh thoang can thiép nham xoa
diu nhimg con gian dit, Jed luén ludén ding vé phia toi
triurde mat cac con. Ban dau, ching t6i thye hién mét chién
luge hoa thudn, va bat chdp nhitng méi lo toan, Jed khong
chiju thoai lui. Thay vao @6, anh 4y ¢3 gang hét sitc ¢€ dem
lai sy cin bang cho gia dinh, t6 chitc nhitng chuyén di choi
béng xe dap cho ca nha, day cho cic con gai choi poker va
pun, doc cho ching nghe nhitng tic phdm khoa hoc vién
tudng, Shakespeare va Dickens.
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R6i Lulu lam nhiing chuyén khong thé tugng tugng
dugc: Con bé cong khai sy ndi loan ctia minh. Lulu biét rat
ro, cach nudi day con cai cua ngudi Trung Qudc & phuong
Tay von ludn phai gitt bi mat véi bén ngoai. Néu 16 ra la ban
bat con cai di nguge lai mong muén cia ching, hodc buge
ching phai gioi giang hon ban be cung 16p, hay 1a ra l1énh
cdm ngu nudng chang han, thi nhimg 6ng bo ba me khac sé
ria xa ban khong ti€c 11, va con cai ban sé phai tra gia.
Hau qua la nhitng bac cha me nhap cu tim cach che day moi
chuyén. Ho hoc céch té ra vui vé chén déng ngudi va khen
ngoi con cai biang nhitng loi 1€ ki€u nhu, “T6t 1am, con yéu!”
va “Hoa hgp v&i ban bé nhé!” Xét ra thi chang ai mudn sé
tré thanh ké ngoai 1€ xa héi ca.

b6 1a ly do tai sao Lulu dan dat mei viéc vo cung khon
khéo. Con bé ludn lén tiéng véi toi 0 ngoai dudng, trong nha
hang, hay & céc cira hang, va nhimg nguai di dudng déu quay
hét dau lai d€ nhin chdm chim vao ching t6i khi nghe né néi
nhiing cau kiéu nhu: “D& mic con! Con khéng thich me. Me
di di.” Khi ¢4 ban bé dén an t6i va hdi nd vé viée choi dan thé
nao, né tra 16i: “Oi, ltic ndo t& cha phai tap luyén. Me t& bat
dy ma. Td chang con sy lya chon nao khac ca.” Co [an Lulu
con gao tudng lén & chd dé xe — nd ndi dién 1én khi t6i ndi
diéu gi d6 va khong chiu xudng xe — khién cho mét vién canh
sat chit y va ti€n lai xem “c6 vin dé gi khong”.

DE cho tron b quai dan, trudng hoc la mét phao dai bat
kha xam pham ma Lulu khién t6i khong cham tgi duge
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nhiéu phen. Khi tré em phuong Tay néi loan, vé co ban la
viéc hoc hanh cua ching s xudng déc, va d6i khi ¢6 thé bi
dudi hoc. Ngugce lai, 1a mot ké néi loan lai Trung Quéc, Lulu
van la hoc sinh hang A, dugc tit ca cac thay o6 gido yéu quy
va khong ti€c 1gi nhan xét trong cac phié€u thanh tich hoc
tip thuong ky la rong lugng, t6t bung, va hay giip 4 ban
bé. M4t trong cac gido vién cua Lulu viét: “Lulu rat vui vé.
Em mén cam va giau long trac an, luén duge ban beé ciung
16p yéu quy.”

Nhung Lulu lai nhin nhidn moi viéc khic han. Mgt
hém, Lulu réu rao, “Con khéng c¢6 ban bé gi hét. Chang ai

ua con ca.”

“Lulu, sao con lai néi nhu vay?” Téi ban khodn hoi. “Moi
ngudi déu quy mén con. Con rat vui tinh va dé thuong.”

“Con x4u xi”, Lulu tra miéng, “Ma me cb biét gi dau.
Con lam sao ma ¢6 ban bé duge cht? Me ¢6 cho con lam cai
gl dau. Con chang dugce di dén dau ca. Tai me hét ddy. Me
thatla 4¢c.”

Lulu khong chju gitp t6i coi soc 1t chd. N6 ciing chang
chiu d6 rac. Thit qua bat cdng khi Sophia phai lam hét cac
vigc vat trong nha con Lulu chang lam gi ca. Nhung ban
lam thé& nao dé bat duge mét ngudi cao 1,6m lam diéu ma
ho chang muén? Chuyén nay vén dugc cho la khong xay ra
trong gia dinh ngudi Trung Qudc, va toi thi ching c6 101 giai
nao. Vi vy, t6i da lam diéu duy nhét t6i biét, 46 1a “di doc
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tri doc”. T6i ching chju thua kém mét li nao ca. To6i goi nd
1a mo&i hé nhuyc vi ¢6 mot ¢d con gai nhu vay, Lulu dép lai 13,
“Con biét, con biét roi. Me da ndi véi con réi ma.” Toi bao 1a
no6 dn qua nhiéu. (“Thoi di. Me that 1a hua bai.”) T6i so sanh
né véi Amy Jiang, Amy Wang, Amy Liu, va Harvard Wong
— thé hé tré em chau A dau tién tai Mj — khong ai trong s
ho cai lai 161 cha me ca. T6i hoi n6 la téi da lam gi sai. Phai
ching 1a t6i chua du nghiém khic? Pa cho né qua nhiéu?
Cho phép né choi véi nhitng dira tré c¢6 anh huong xau?
(“Me dam si nhuc ban beé con.”) T6i n6i véi né la t6i dang
nghi dén viéc nhan mot dra con nudi ti Trung Qude, no sé
luyén tap khi t6i yéu ciu, va tham chi c¢6 thé choi cello bén
canh viéc choi duong cAm va vi cam nira.

“Khi con mudi tam tudi”, to1 da hét 1én khi no6 van cai toi
nhu tra treo tir trén ting, “me sé€ cho con lam moi diéu t6i
16i con muén. Nhung tir nay dén ltc d6 thi me sé khong tha

cho con dau.”

“Con mudén me budng con ra!” Lulu hét lai khong chi
mot [an.

Noi vé sttc chiu dung, t6i va Lulu ngang nhau. Nhung téi
c6 mot lgi thé. Toi 1a me. Téi ¢6 chia khoa xe, tai khoan
ngan hang, quyén dugce khong ky vao cac gidy phép. Va diéu
nay dugce quy dinh trong phap luat Hoa Ky.

M6t hom Lulu bao to1, “Con cin cit toe.”
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T6i tra 161, “Sau khi con néi nang thé 16 véi me va khong
chiu tdp dan ban nhac ctua cia Mendelssohn, gio con lai

mudn me 14y xe chd con di dén noi con mudn u?”

“Tai sao con ¢ phai d6i chac moi thtr nhu vay?” Lulu hoi
lai day cay dang.

TG d6, ching t6i lai ¢6 mgt cugce tranh cai kich liét, va
Lulu khéa chat ctra phong. N6 khoéng chiu ra ngoai va
khéng tra 151 khi t6i ¢d gang noi véi né qua canh cira. Rat
lau sau, tr phong lam viéc, t6i nghe thay ti€éng con bé ma
ctra lach cach. T6i sang xem sao thi thay n6é dang ngoi binh

than trén giuvong.

“Con nghi [a gid con s€ di ngu”, ndé ndi bang giong than
nhién. “Con lam hét bai tdp vé nha r61.” Nhung t6i khong
nghe thiy gi hét. T6i dang nhin cham cham vao Lulu. N6 da
14y kéo va tu cat toc. Mot bén x6a xudng nham nhd dai
khoang t6i cam, bén kia cat ngan dén tin tai, thanh mot
dudng 16m chém, xdu dién. Tim t6i nging ca dap. Gan nhu
1a t6i da bimg bimg nd khi, nhung c6 diéu gi d6 — t61 nghi
that dang s¢ — khién t6i ngdm miéng lai. M6t khoanh khac
vut qua. Té6i bat dau, “Lulu...”, n6 ngat 151, “Con thich kiéu
toc ngan.” Toéi chi dam nhin liéc qua chir khong thé nao
dimg ddy ma nhin n6é dugc. Lulu ¢6 mét mai téc khién moi
nguoi phai ghen tj: téc quan ggn song mau nau den — mot
ki€u lai gitra Do Thai va Trung Qudc ddc biét. Mot nira t6i
mudn la hét cudng né véi Lulu, ném bat cir thit gi vao ngudi
con bé. Ntra kia lai mudn 6m lay con ma khéc nhu mura gié.
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Nhung t6i chi diém tinh noéi, “Viéc dau tién trong sang
mai la me sé hen véi hiéu lam téc. Ching ta sé ki€ém ai d6
d€ sira lai.”

“Dugc thdi.” Lulu nhin vai.

Sau 46, Jed ndi vai t6i, “Moi sy phai thay déi thoi Amy
a. Chung ta gap rac roi to roi.” '

Lan th{ hai trong budi tdi 49, t6i cam thdy mudn khoc
o0a lén. Nhung thay vao do, t6i lai nhudéng méit 1én ma bao
rang, “Chéng c6 vin dé gi ca dau, Jed a. Khong phai mua
viéc vao ngudi lam gi khi moi sy da rdi 1én roi. Em c6 thé xi
ly dugce 6n thoa.”
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PEN TOI

To6i va em gai Katrin.

@Gi toi da lén, m¢t trong nhitng tha vui cua toi la

choi cung ¢6 em gai thir ba Katrin. C6 thé la vi Katrin nho
hon t6i t6i bay tudi, gitta chiing t6i chang c¢6 sy hiém ti hay
méau thuan gi. Katrin cing v6 cung dé thuong. Vi d6i méat
den trong sang, mai téc sang dep, va d6i moi nhu nu hdng,
Katrin luén luén thu hit sy chd ¥ cia moi ngudi, va ¢6 [an
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con gianh giai trong cude thi anh JCPenney ma chang bao
gid phai thi ddu gi ca. VI me t61 thudng xuyén ban rén vai
¢6 em 1t Cindy, nén c6 em thir hai Michelle va toi thay

nhau cham séc Katrin.

T6i ¢6 nhitng ky niém tuyét voi trong nhiing ngay thang
d6. T6i thi héng hich va liéu linh, con Katrin lai than tugng
chi ca cia minh, vi vdy ma tao thanh mét cip gidi sinh. Téi
nghi ra cac tro choi va bja ra cac ciu chuyén, réi day Katrin
cach choi tro jacksse va tro choi 10 ¢o kiéu Trung Qude, cach
nhay diy d6i. Ching t6i choi 45 hang; t6i 1a dau bép va boi
ban con Katrin 1a khach hang. Chiing téi choi tro day hoc;
toi la gido vién con Katrin, cing v&i ndm thd nhéi bong nita
1a hoc sinh (Katrin ludn hoc gioi nhat lop!). T6i t6 chire cac
16 hoi McDonald d€ quyén tién ung h nhitng ngudi teo co;
con Katrin thi dimg trong cac quiy hang va thu tién.

Hai muoi nhim nam sau, t6i va Katrin van than thiét.
Hai ching t6i gidng nhau nhat trong s6 bon chj em, chi it
thi vé bé ngoai 1a nhu viy. T6i va Katrin déu c6 hai bang
Harvard (thuc ra thi Katrin ¢6 dén ba kia, vi bang cua
Katrin 1a M.D./Ph.D.}, ca hai chiing t61 déu 1y chéng ngui
Do Théi, chung t6i déu lam cdng viéc giang day nhu bd

minh, va d&u ¢6 hai con.

¢ Jacks: MOt tro choi cia tré con trong d6 ching sit dung cic d6 vat
khac nhau (thuomg 1d 5 mén) mang di chdn gifu bi mit & nhimg diém
khac nhau. Sau 46 thach nhau di tim.
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Vai thang trude khi Lulu ty xén téc minh, t6i nhan duge
dién thoai cua Katrin hién dang giang day va quan ly mot
phong thi nghiém ¢ Stanford. D6 la cudc goi dau khé nhit
t6i nhan durre trong doi.

Katrin vira khéc nite n¢ vira néi 1a da mai ti€n hanh chin
doan, két qua gan nhu chac chén 1a Katrin bi ung thu mau.

Khéng thé th€ dugce, tam tri t6i bdn loan. L& ndo ung thu
mau lai lao vao gia dinh chiing t6i — gia dinh hanh phic ciua
chlng t6i — thém m¢t [an nita?

Nhung 46 lai 1a sy that. Katrin thuong cam thiy mét
moi, buén non, va thé déc sudt may thang trgi. Cudi cling
thi cling chju di kham, két qua xét nghiém mau da ro rang.
That 1a mot sy tring hgp tan nhan, bénh ung thu mau cua
Katrin gay ra boi mat loai dot bién té€ bao giéng hét vai loai
Katrin dang nghién citu trong phong thi nghiém.

“Em chang séng duge bao lau nita”, Katrin vira néi vita
khoc. “Roi Jake sé thé nao day? Con Ella, n6 thim chi sé
ching con nhé ti gi d€n em nita.” Con trai cua Katrin 1én
mudi, con con gai moi tron mét tudi. “Chj phai dam bao la
con bé nhé dén em. Chj phai hira v4i em ddy, Amy. T6t
nhit 1a em sé chuyp vai bic anh...” R6i gigng Katrin ling di.

Toi s6c that sy. T6i khong thé nao tin duge la nhu thé.
Hinh auh Katrin lic m&i 1én mudi vyt hién ra trong tam tri
to1, va khong thé nao dung hoa ndi thir d6 véi ung thu mau
duge. Ditu d6 dang xay ra voi Katrin thé nao — ha Katrin?
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Va bé me tdi nita! Ho sé don nhén tin nay thé nao day - ho
chét mat.

“Chinh xac thi bac sy da ndi gi ha Katrin?” Téi nghe
minh hoi bing mét giong ciing coi hoan toan la lam. T61 da
13y lai dugc vai tro chj ca cia minh, nhu mét ngudi o6 thé
duong dau duge voi tat ca, ching c6 diéu gi khi€n minh bj
ton thuong.

Nhung Katrin khong tra 11 ma dap may, va bao sé goi
lai cho t6i sau.

Muoi phit sau, t6i nhan dugce e-mail cua Katrin, viét
rang: “Amy thin yéu, tinh hinh v6 cting t6i té. Em xin 16i!
Em sé€ phai diéu tri bang hoa chit, r6i néu c6 thé thi sé ghép
tly, sau d6 van phai ti€p tyc chay hoa chit, co hoi sdng sét
thatla it 6i.”

La mét nha khoa hgc, tat nhién Katrin ding.
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@i dua Lulu d€n hiéu cat téc hom sau d6. Trén xe,
ching tdi chiang néi gi nhiéu. T6i van cdng thang va trong
dau thi c& day @ 1én mei tht. Nguoi thg cat toc hoi,
“Chuyén gi th€ nay?” “Con bé da ty cat tdc”, toi giai thich,
¢6 gi ma che gidu dau co chir. “Chj c6 thé lam gi d6 trong
cho né d3 té hon trong khi dgi téc dai ra duge khong?” “Oi
— ¢6 thye 13 chau da ty lam chuyén nay khéng, bé yéu”,
ngudi dan ba nadi véi Lulu trong khi nhin con bé day 10 mo.
“Diéu gi khién chau lam viy?”

“0, mét hanh d6ng cia hdi chitng ty van giai doan day
thi cht y&u 12 nham vao me chau &y ma”, t6i nghi Lulu ¢
thé sé noi nhu vay. Con bé nhit dinh da c6 san dan bai va ty
nhéan thirc tam ly d€ hanh d¢ng nhu vay.
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Nhung thay vao d6, Lulu lai tra 1&i bang mét giong rét
dé thuong, “Chau da c¢6 ging cit tung 16p mot, nhung
khong ngd lai lam réi tung 1én thé nay.” Sau do, khi tré vé
nha, toi bao, “Lulu nay, con biét la me yéu con, va tat ca
nhimg gi me lam, me chi lam cho con, cho tuong lai cua
con théi.” Nghe giong cia chinh minh ma t6i cling thay
that gugng gao gia tao, va Lulu cling thay r6 diéu dé,.vi
vay né tra loi, “Tuyét that day”, bang mét giong déu déu,
lanh dam.

Pa dén sinh nhit Ian thitr 50 cua Jed. Téi t6 chite mdt
btta tiéc linh dinh hoanh trang, t6i mai cac ban bé cii tir hoi
con nhé cho dén nhimg ngudi ban ¢ méi giai doan cua cuge
doi Jed. T6i yéu cau moi-ngudi phai k&€ mot cidu chuyén hai
huée vé Jed. Nhitng tudn trugc do, toi bat Sophia va Lulu
phai viét 161 chiic mimg cua riéng minh.

“Khong duge chi viét cho xong”, t6i ra lénh. “Ldi chuc
phai day ¥ nghia, va dung c6 sao rong ddy.”

Sophia vang 1énh ngay. Nhu thuong 1€, con bé chang bao
gio ban bac hay can t6i khuyén nhu dén mot 1oi. Nguge lai,
Lulu lap tte bao, “Con chiang mudn viét 1i chie.”

“Con phai viét 11 chic”, t61 dap lai.
“Chéng c6 ai ¢ tudi con phai dua ra nhimg 161 chic ca”,
Lulu phan phéo.

“PAy 1a vi ho sinh ra trong nhimg gia dinh té hai”, t6i

van lai.
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“Me c6 biét la me ndi nhitng diéu ky cuc thé nao khéng?”
Lulu hoi lai. “Ho khong & trong nhimg gia dinh ‘t€ hai’. Mt
gia dinh ‘té hai’ 1a thé nao?”

“Lulu nay, con thit la v6 on. Khi me bang tudi con, me
da lao dong khong ngirng. Me lam mdgt ngdi nha bang cay
cho céc di vi 6ng ngoai bao me lam thé. Me tuan Iénh 6ng
rdm rap, vi thé€ ma me biét cach sir dung cua xich thé nao
ddy. Me cang xdy mot ngbi nha nho xiu. Me la nguoi dua
b4o cho tap chi El Cerrito va phai khoac trén c6 mot
chiéc tii to tudng ning ngodt nghét 30kg nhét day bao va
cudc b hang mudi ciy s6. Con nhin lai minh xem - con
dugc trao cho bao nhiéu co héi, bao nhiéu quyén lgi. Con
chang bao gi¢ phai di giay Adidas rém v&i bon chir khong
phai la ba vach. Va @€ dap lai, con tham chi chiang thé
lam duge mét diéu that 1a nho bé nay cho B6 cua con.
That 1a kinh khung.”

Cau tra loi cta Lulu van 13, “Con chang mudn dua ra
mot 161 chiic nhu vdy.” T6i thic ép bing moi gia. T6i de doa
bat cit thir gi ¢6 thé nghi ra. T6i mua chudc con bé. Roi lai
¢6 gang truyén cam hirng cho né. Téi tim cich ha nhye réi
lai dua ra d€ nghj gidp d& Lulu viét. T6i mang mo va ra t6i
hau thu cho Lulu, biét ré day la tran chién chu chét.

Ngay t6 chitc bita tiéc d2 dén. Sophia dem d&n mdt kiét
tac nho nho. O tudi 16, di dbi giay cao got, Sophia tro thanh
mdt ¢b géi 1ong lay véi vé théng minh di dom. Trong loi

- 247 -



KHUC CHIEN CA CUA ME HO

chiic cia minh, con bé d3a dua ra nhimg l&i ché giéu Jed
that hém hinh, thd vi nhung cudi cung thi cling ton vinh bg
minh. Ngay sau d6, Alexis ban t6i dén bén va noéi rang,
“Sophia 1am minh kinh ngac.”

T6i gat gu, “Con bé da c6 101 chiic that tuyét voi.”

“Dung thé... nhung minh khéng dinh néi nhu vay”,
Alexis néi, “Minh khéng bigt moi ngudi thye sy hidu Sophia
thé nao. Minh thi thiy c¢6 bé hoan toan dgc lap. Co bé sé
luén dem lai niém ty hao cho gia dinh ban hon nita. Con
Lulu thi thit dang yéu.”

T6i chdng thdy Lulu dang yéu chat nao hét. Trong lic
Sophia doc 11 chiic mimg thi Lulu dimg ngay bén canh,
luén miéng mim cudi niém nd. Nhung n6 da khong viét gi
ca, va cling chang thém néi 1dy mot 1oi.

To6i da that bai. Day 1a [an dau tién. Sudt tir ddu dén gio,
qua bao nhiéu x4do ddng va xung dot trong gia dinh, toi
chua timg théat bai, chi it thi cling khong thit bai ¢ mét méc
quan trong nao.

Hanh d¢ng thach thirc va thi€u ton trong nay lam tdi tirc
dién. Con gian dir cua toi chi kim lai duge trong it phit roi
nd bung ra. “Con 43 1am 6 nhyc gia dinh nay — va ca chinh
con nira”, t6i néi véi Lulu. “Con s€ phai sdng vdi t§i 161 nay
sudt daoi.”

Lulu dap lai, “Me that 1a mot ngudi khoa truong. Me bay
Ve ra tt ca nhimg thir d6. Me &3 c6 mot cd con gai vang 11
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nhu mong mudn réi, sao me con can con lam gi nira?”

Gio day da c6 mot birc tuong ngédn cach giira chiing toi.
Trugc ddy, ching t6i tranh d4u véi nhau quyét liét nhung
roi lai lam lanh véi nhau ludn. Ching toi két thic moi vigée
bang 6m cham 14y nhau, ndm trén giudng cua Lulu hay
giudng cua t6i, cudi ruc rich khi nhai lai chinh minh lac
tranh cai. T6i da néi nhitng diéu ching hé phu hgp véi vai
tro lam me cia minh, kiéu nhu “R6i me ciing chét s6Gm
tho6i” hodc “Me chang tin 1a con yéu me that nhiéu, that 1a
dau khé.” Va Lulu sé ndi, “Me oi! Me that 1a ky quic!”
nhung lai mim cudi chimg to diéu nguge lai. Gio thi Lulu
khong con vao phong t6i budi toi nita. N6 khong chi gian dir
v6i toi ma con véi ca Jed va Sophia, va 4n ky & trong phong
ngay mét nhiéu hon.

Dimng nghi la t61 khong tim cAch théng lai Lulu. Khi t6i
khong ndi cau hay tranh cai v&i Lulu, t6i lam tat ca nhimg
gl ¢6 thé. C6 Tan t6i bao, “Lulu nay, ching ta d6i gi6 di va
cung lam diéu gi d6 that khac cho vui vé nhé — don ga-ra @€
ban dong nat chiang han.” Va ching t61 da lam (tong céng
s0 tién thu duge la 241 d6-la 35 xu), va moi viéc da dién ra
thét la vui vé, nhung ching d6i duge chit gié nao. Lin
khac, t6i dé nghj Lulu thir ddn mdgt ban trén ciy dan dién.
Lulu lam theo va rat thich thd, nhung khi t6i yéu cau ban
thir hai thi con bé bao t6i la ng& ngan va khong choi nita.
Ngay sau d6 ching t6i lai quay trg lai nhu cd, gitr thai d
thu nghjch v&i nhau.
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Mat khac, nhu hai ngudi khong ngimg chen hong nhau,
t6i va Lulu da bén nhau thét nhiéu, méc du t6i cho rang do
la khoang thoi gian chang dé chiu chit nao.

Pay la lich tip luyén cac cudi tuin nhu thudng 1€ cua
ching to1:

Thir Bay:
1tié€ng lai xe (tr 8 gid sang) t¢i thanh phd Norwalk
(Connecticut)
Luyén tap 3 tiéng vdi dan nhac
1 tiéng lai xe quay lai New Haven
Lam bai tip vé nha.
Luyén tap tir1 dén 2 tiéng
1tiéng cho cac hoat déng vui choi trong gia dinh
(khéng bat budc)

Chu nhit:
1 dén 2 tiéng luyén dan
2 ti€ng lai xe t&i thanh phd New York
1tiéng hoc dan véi ¢6 Tanaka
2 tiéng lai xe vé New Haven, lam bai tap.

Khi hdi tuong lai, moi viéc nhuém mau dau khé. Nhung
chinh la m¢t phan khién cho né tré nén gia tri. Van d@é la
Lulu ghét vi cAm — ngoai trur lac con bé thdy thich tha. Co
Tan Lulu néi véi toi, “Khi con choi nhac cua Bach, con cam
thdy minh dang lu6t cling vai thoi gian; con co thé tro ve
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thé€ ky XVIIL.” Con bé ciling noéi véi toi la no thich cai cach
am nhac trugng ton véi thoi gian. Trong budi biéu dién doc
tdu thuong ky 6 thang mdot [an cua c6 Tanaka, t6i nhd la
Lulu da lam mé long khéan gia v4i ban concerto cho vi cam
cua Mendelssohn. Ngay sau d6, ¢6 Tanaka néi véi t6i, “Lulu
khac han v6i moi nguoi. Co6 bé cam thy duge am nhac va
thau hiéu n6. Chi ¢6 thé chic chan ring ¢6 bé rat yéu thich
vi cAm day.”

Mot ntra thi t61 cAm thay c nhu la ching t6i da lua co6
Tanaka vdy. Nhung nua con lai thi ngdp tran cam himg va
quyét tdim mdi me.

Sép dén 1é Bat Mitzvah cta Lulu. Mic du t6i khong phai
la ngudi Do Thai va Bat Mitzvah 1a 1anh dia cua Jed, nhung
t6i va Lulu van tranh cai véi nhau nhu thuong. Té6i muén
n6 choi dan trong l1é Bat Mitzvah. T6i d3 ¢ san y tuwong vé
ban Giai diéu Hebrew cua Joseph Achrons:, m¢t ban nhac
sung tin tuyét hay ma ban cii cia Lulu 1a Lexie da ndi voi
ching t6i. Jed bang long, nhung Lulu thi khéng.

“Choi dan a? Trong lé Bat Mitzvah cua con? Thit la v&
van! Con khong choi dau”, Lulu néi day ngo vue. “N6 chang
thich hgp mot chit nao hét. Ma me c6 biéu l1é Bat Mitzvah
mang y nghia gi khéng? D6 dau phai la mét budi biéu

5t Joseph Achron (1866 - 1943): Nha soan nhac d6ng thdi 1a nghé sy vi
cam ngudi Nga gde Do Thai, dinh cu ¢ My. Ban nhac “Giai diéu Hebrew”
13 thc phdm dau tay cua 6ng va ngay lap tirc tré nén néi ti€ng qua phian
trinh dién cua nghé sy vi cAm néi ti€ng Jascha Heifetz.
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dién.” R61 nd con ndi thém, “Con chi mudn t6 chitc mot bira
tiéc hoanh trang, va nhin dugc that nhiéu qua théi.”

Nhimg 1¢i d6 nham khiéu khich va khién t6i khung lén.
Lulu timg nghe t6i trach ¢ nhiéu ndm rong vé nhitng dira
tré giau c6 hu hong duge b6 me chi cho ca triéu dé-la vao 1&
Bat Mitzvah véi tiéc ting, nhitng vii diéu c6-ti-congs2, hay
12 sinh nhat tudi mudi saus3. Sy that thi Lulu ¢6 vé Do Thai
ré nét. Khong giong nhu Sophia (hay 1a chinh Jed), Lulu
ludn ludén chip hanh quy dinh cua 1& Qua hais* va an chay
trong trong dip Yom Kippurss. Con hon ca Sophia, 1é Bat
Mitzvah v&i Lulu 1a mét sy kién quan trong trong doi, va né
say mé dam dudi v6i viée hoc kinh Do Thai va nhitng 1oi
tién tri doc & cudi budi 1é.

52 Mt loai hinh khiéu vii tap thé c6 ngudn géc tir Phap vio thé ky XVIi,
theo d6 cac ban nhay thay d6i lién tuc theo nhac va dén, khién cho
nhitng ngudi tham gia c6 thé gidi thiéu ban than va tan tinh duge nhiéu
nhit.

53 Nguyén vin: Sweet sixteen — 1a bita tiéc mirng sinh nhét [in th& mudi
sau thudng 1a vdi con gai, duge td chite trong thé vi danh ddu mdt mée
quan trong cua cude dai.

54 Nguyén vin: Passover — mot 1€ hoi cia ngudi Do Thai, tudng niém
Exodus, theo d6 dan Do Thai ¢d dai dugc giai thoat khoi ché€ 36 né 1é
Ai C3p. Lé hoi nay dugc bat dau vao ngay 15 ciia thang Nisan trong lich
Do Thai ¢ daj, tirc 1a vio mia xuén ¢ Bic ban ciu, va duge t6 chite trong
vong bay hoic tim ngay.

5 Con dugce goi la Ngay Chude tdi, mdt trong nhirng ngdy thiéng liéng
nhit cia nim voi ngudi Do Thai, chu y&u 13 d& chudc tdi va hdi cai.
Theo truyén théng thi trong ngay ndy ngudi Do Thai chi cdu nguyén
va an chay.
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Nhung t6i ching can ciu, ma chi binh tinh bao, “Né&u
con khdng choi dan, bd me sé khdng to chirc tiéc ting cho
con dau. Ching ta s€ chi lam mgt 1€ ky niém nho nho - xét
ra thi chi nghi 1€ m&i quan trong théi ma.”

“Me khéng c¢6 quyén lam thé!” Lulu cau kinh dap loi.
“Nhu thé l1a khéng cong bang. Me c6 bat chi Sophia choi
dan trong lé Bat Mitzvah cua chj dy dau.”

“Thit 1a t6t khi con lam diéu gi d6 ma Sophia da khong
lam”, t6i tra loi.

“Me c6 phai la nguoi Do Thai ddu”, Lulu tra miéng.
“Me khong biét me dang néi gi ddu. Me thét 1a vo phuong
ctu chira.”

Sau tudn trugc khi dé€n ngay hom do, t6i gui gidy mai
cua Lulu di. Nhung cling canh bédo con bé, “Néu con khéng
choi Giai diéu Hebrew thi me sé€ huy hét tiéc tung day.”

“Me khong thé 1am th& dugc”, Lulu khinh khinh dép lai.

“Tai sao con lai ¢t thir me thé Lulu?” T6i thach thire con
bé. “Clt chd xem me s€ lam gi nhé.”

- Toi thyc long khong biét [an nay ai sé la nguoi chién

thang. Pdy cling la mt thu doan day rii ro, vi t6i chang
con 16i thoat nao néu t6i thua cudc.
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@n Katrin bj ung thu khi€n bé me t6i khéng thé
nao try néi. Hai con ngudi manh mé nhat t6i ting biét da
suy sup vi budn dau. Me t6i khoc sudt ngay va khéng
chiu ra khoi nha cling nhu tra 1¢i dién thoai cua be ban.
Tham chi ba cling chang no6i chuyén v&i Sophia va Lulu
qua dién thoai. BS t6i goi cho téi, gipng v6 cung dau kha,
hoi toi dén cd ngan van [dn xem con tia hy vong

nao khong.

bé diéu tri, Katrin da vao vién Dana-Farber — Trung tam
Ung thu Harvard & Boston. Ching t6i dugc biét rang day la
mot trong nhitng noi c¢6 kha nang ghép tiy tét nhat ca
nugce. Harvard cling 1a noi Katrin va chong, Or hoc tap, dao
tao, va Katrin van gitr lién hé v&i mei nguai ¢ day.
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Moi viéc dién ra qua nhanh. Chi trong c6 ba ngay sau khi
duge chdn doan, Katrin va Or da thu x&p nha cua &
Stanford va chuyén ca gia dinh t&i Boston (Katrin khoéng
chiu nghi dén viéc gui con cai dén California v&i ong ba).
Véi sy giup 46 cua ban bé ching toi Jordan va Alexis,
ching téi da thué duge cho ho mgt ngéi nha & Boston, thu
x€p truong hoc cho Jake va nguoi gitt Ella.

Bénh tinh cta Katrin tién trién qua nhanh, nén cac bac
sy quyét dinh 1a sé phai ghép tuy ngay lap tic. Ching con
cach nao dem lai co h§i sdng sét nita. Nhung ghép tuy thi
c6 thé, Katrin phai vugt qua hai chuéng ngai vit 16n; th
nhit la phai trai qua viéc diéu tri bang hoa chit ngay mét
tang liéu, va ciu cho bénh tinh ctia Katrin sé thuyén giam;
thit hai 1a néu thyc hién thi Katrin phai v6 cling may man
d€ kiém dugc nguoi hién pht hgp. V&i moéi chudng ngai vit
nay, co hoi thanh cong da chang nhiéu nhan gi, ma dé ca
hai ciing thanh cong, ty 1€ lai cang it oi. Va ké ca la tat ca cb
xudi chéo mat mai thi co hdi song sot sau khi ghép tuy ciling
rat kho khan.

Katrin ¢6 hai ngay ¢ Boston trugc khi nhap vién. Toi da
¢ d6 khi Katrin tam biét cac con. Katrin khing khang doi
giat quan 4o — 61 hai meé — roi ngdi sip x€p quan ao cho
Jake midc ngay hom sau. T6i d& dan ngoi nhin khong thé
tin dugc la Katrin gap cin than timg chiéc 40 so mi cho con
trai va vudt ve phang phiu nhitng chiéc yém dai va 4o lién

quan cua ¢ con gai nho. Katrin néi véi t6i, “Em thich cong
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viéc nay lam.” Trude khi rdi nha, Katrin dua cho t6i tat ca
d6 trang sttc d€ cit gitt, “Phong khi em khéng con dung
chiing dugce nita,” Katrin bao thé.

To6i va Or dua Katrin t&i bénh vién. Trong khi chiing t6i
lam céc thu tyc, Katrin van vui dua véi moi ngudi — “Sam
cho em m¢t bo téc gia that dep nhé, Amy. Em van luén
mudn c¢6 mai téc dep ma” — va con xin 16i vi da lam mat
nhiéu thgi gian cua toi. Cudi cung ching t6i cling dua
dugc Katrin vao phong bénh — & ngay mé bén canh man
ctra 1a mgt ngudi phy nir cao tudi trong nhu sap chét dén
noi roi, ro rang la ba ta da trai qua viéc diéu tri hba chit
nhiéu lan — viéc dau tién Katrin lam la treo nhirng bitc anh
cua gia dinh 1én. Mgt bitc anh chan dung cua Ella, mgt bitc
cua Jake hoi ba tudi, va mgt bitc chyp ca nha dang rang r&
twoi cudi trén san tennis. Mdc du thinh thoang trong
Katrin th4t than han di, nhung c6 vé nhu hoan toan binh
tinh va thanh than.

Ngugc lai, khi hai bac sy thyc tap ndi tri — mét nguci
chau A, mot ngudi Nigeria — dén d& 1am quen véi Katrin,
toi bong ngap tran phan uit, thinh n§. Ho & day dé€ lam bac
sy, ma ho khong c6 mét 1oi giai nao cho bat ky cau hoi nao
cua chiing t6i, hai Ian ho d6 16i cho chimg bach cau khong
on, cudi cung thi Katrin phai giai thich cho hg vé quy trinh
ho cén phai tuin tha ngay hom d6. T4t ca nhitng gi t6i nghi
dén la Cac sinh vién? Sy s6ng cua em gai t6i nam trong tay
ma4y sinh vién trudng y sao?
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Nhung phan g cua Katrin hoan toan nguge lai. “Em
khéng tin néi 12 cudi cung minh lai ndm & noi nay, em da 1a
mét trong s6 he”, Katrin tram tur néi sau khi nhitng nguai
thyc tap sinh roi di, giong Katrin chi con phang phat néi
buon, “Em va Or da gip go nhau & day.”

M43y tuan dau tién viéc diéu tri hoa chit dién ra sudn sé.
Nhu ching téi da timg chimg kién v&i Florence, tac dgng
cua viéc chay héa chit dién ra tr ti, va trong nhitng ngay
dau tién, Katrin néi 1a cam thiy rat 6n — thyc t&€ 1a khoe
khoan hon trong vai thang vi ho da phai ti€p mau thudng
xuyén cho Katrin d€ chong lai chitng thi€u mau. Katrin tin
dung thdi gian d€ viét cac bai bao khoa hoc (mot trong s6
d6 duge dang tai trén Cell khi Katrin dang ndm trén giuong
bénh), Katrin con giam sat hoat dgng cua phong thi nghiém
¢ Stanford tir xa, va mua sach vg, d6 choi, va quan ao mua
dong cho Jake va Ella qua Internet.

Thiam chi sau khi bat dau cam nhan duge tac dong cua
viéc diéu trj bang héa chat, Katrin ching bao gi¥ phan nan,
khéng mdt 151 ca than nao vé nhilmg day Hickman cam vao
nguc d€ dan hoba chat chay nho giot thang t&i cac tinh mach
chinh (“Khong té lam &4u, nhung em khong thé nhin thiy
nd”); hodc nhitng con s6t run ngusi ¢t ngét ap téi; hay la
hing tram [an tiém chich, thudc men, va nhimg mii kim
khac Katrin phai chju dyng. Katrin con thuéng g cho toi
nhitmg e-mail hai hugc khién t6i thinh thoang phai bat
cupi. “Ai cha!” c6 Tan Katrin viét, “Bat dau cam thiy PAU
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YEU. Héa chit thi dang hoat dong... khép véi nhau nhu
mot k& hoach vdy.” Con I4n khéc thi: “Em dang cho dgi vide
18y méu tinh mach dén thim viéng sing nay day. Viéc nay
khi€n em giam cin d4y.” Viéc 14y mau bang m& tinh mach
khién ngudi bj 1dy mau c6 thé dém duge timg giot mét. Va
con nifa, “Lai truyén dich ti€p tuc. Lan sau sé thay bing
nudce luge ga. Ngon qua.” |

Tai nhan ra 1a khi khéng nhén duge tin tie gi tir Katrin —
khong tra loi dién thoai ciing nhu e-mail cta toi — 14 ltic
Katrin v6 ctng y&u, bj phat ban phong hét ca I1én vi phan
mg v&i truyén tiéu cau (d6i khi chuyén ndy van thuong xay
ra), hodc la phai dung thudc an than dé€ lam dju di nhimg
con dau khung khi€p. Th€ nhung nhimg tin tirc tir Katrin
luén ludn vui vé, nhu tra 101 e-mail héi han cua b6 t61 la
“Tdi qua thé€ nao?”, Katrin tra 16i “B6 chang mudn biét dau
a”, hoic la “Khéng té 1am a nhumg ciing chang dé chju chit
nao”, hay “Lay thanh A-la, lai mét con s6t nira.”

T6i cling nhin ra m¢t diéu khac nira: Katrin quyét tam
phai s6ng sét vi bon tré. Lon 1én, Katrin luén la nguoi cb
kha nang tap trung nhit trong bén chi em t6i, m{t nguoi
vOi sy tap trung cao d¢. Gig day Katrin dén hét tri tué va
sang tao vao viéc chdng lai bénh tit. buge dao tao d€ tro
thanh mét bac sy, Katrin hoan toan nim ré dugc bénh tinh
cia minh, ki€m tra cin than cic liéu dung, xem xét cic xét
nghi¢m t€ bao, nghién ctu nhimg diéu tri thu nghiém trén
Internet. Katrin yéu quy cac bac sy — ¢6 ay thau hiéu nhimng
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van dé y hoc du dé théng cam vaéi kinh nghiém cua ho, sy
nguy cdp cuia bénh tinh, va cac chan doan chinh x4c — va ho
ciing yéu quy Katrin. Diéu nay cling tuong ty nhu véi cacy
th va nhithg bac sy thyc tap tré. C6 [an, mdt hoc vién
M.D./Ph.D @én tryc d3 nhén ra Katrin — Bac sy Katrin
Chua ¢ Stanford, tac gia cua hai bai bao duge ding tai trén
tap chi khoa hgc danh tiéng Nature! — va da kinh né hoi
Katrin nhitng 161 khuyén vé nghé nghiép. Trong khi d6, dé
duy tri dugce sirc khoe, Katrin tdp trung sttc lyc di by vong
quanh hai fan moéi ngay, méi [An hai muoi phut, vong
quanh cay treo binh truyén djch.

Sudt mua thu réi mua déng nam 2008, t6i & Boston rat
nhiéu. Vao cac cudi tuan, ca nha toi lai téi d6 — thi thoang
ching t6i 14i xe hai tiéng dong hé téi Boston ngay khi Lulu
va t6i vira tré vé sau cugc hanh trinh bdn gi¢ tdi ché cd
Tanaka. Katrin chang them quan tdm t&i nhimg vi khach
t&i thim nita — sau khi viéc diéu tri hbéa chit pha hay hé
thong mién djch cua Katrin, nhimg vi khach lam cho
nguoi ta nan long — nhung Katrin van lo ling vé Jake va
Ella, va diéu khién Katrin vui lén la khi ching t6i choi
cung bon tré. Sophia rit yéu quy Ella, con Lulu va Jake vo
cung than thiét. Ching c¢6 nhitng tinh cach giong nhau, va
nhin cling rat giéng nhau, mei ngudi van tuong la ching

la chj em rudt.

Tat nhién, ching t6i déu nin tho trong dgi mot diéu: liéu
Katrin c¢6 thuyén giam khéng. Vao ngay 20, ho lam sinh
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thiét quyét dinh. Mit mét tudn nita ching t6i méi 13y duge
két qua. Chang khong on 1dm — khéng mét cht nao. Katrin
rung sach ca toc, da thi troc titng mang, va lai con phai chiu
timg con dau ciua bénh viém da day — dudng ruft do bién
chimg, ma vin ching hé thuyén giam. Bac sy néi la Katrin
can phai diéu trj hba chit tir dau, ong ¢ to ra lac quan,
“Chura phai la diéu té hai nh4t dau.” Nhung chang t6i da ty
may mo nghién citu, va tit ca déu biét ré rang riéu nhu [an
thir hai nay khong xu6i chéo mat mai thi ty 1¢ thanh cong
trong ghép tiy cua Katrin sé 1a con s6 khong tron trinh.
by la co héi cudi cing cua Katrin.,

- 260 -



28

---\\\ J}I’, “

BAO GAO

Sophia nam 16 tudi

%t toi, tr¢ vé nha sau gi¢ lam toi phat hién gao

roi vung vai day trén tdm tham & san bép. T6i dang vo
cung mét moi va cdng thang. T6i da giang bai va trao d6i
véi sinh vién lién bon ti€ng, va lai dang nghi t&i viée sé
141 xe t&1 Boston sau khi an t&i. Mot chi€e vo bao 1én bj
xé tol ta va nhitng manh tui ni-lon tung tée khap noi,
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con Coco va Pushkin thi dang sua am 1 bén ngoai. Toi
biét r6 la c6 chuyén gi xay ra ré6i. bang luc d6 Sophia di
vao bép vai cay chéi trén tay, trén mat con bé thiy ro su
phan no

T61 ndi gian dung dung. “Sophia, ding la con r6i! Con d€
ngo cira phong dymg d6 an phai khong? Bao nhiéu Ian me
noi véi con la li ché sé can bao gao? Nguyén ca mét bich
25kg viy la di tong — i cho sé chét véi me bay gig. Con
khéng bao gic chiu nghe ldi ca. Con luén miéng bao, “Oi,
con xin 16i, con sé khong bao gi¢ 1am thé nita — con rit tiéc
— ¢t giét con di’, nhung con khéng bao gid thay d6i. biéu
duy nhét con lam la dimg ngoai mei ric roéi. Con khoéng
quan tam dén bat ky ai khac. Me chan ngay viéc con khéng
nghe 161 161 ~ chan ngdy 1én roi!”

Jed luén két toi t6i 1a hay st dung vit lyc khéng ding
chd, kém theo nhimg 16i 1€ ha nhyc vé dao ditc ning né cho
nhimg sai sot ti teo. Thong thudng chién lugce cua Sophia la
dimg im chju trdn va dgi cho con gidng t6 qua di.

Nhung [an nay, Sophia ndi khung lai véi t6i, “Me! Con sé
don sach, dugc chua? Me hanh dng nhu thé con la ké cuép
nha bang khong bang. Me cb biét con la dta con gai ngoan
ngoan thé€ nao khong? Day dira ti€c tung toi ngay, lai con
say khudt va nghién ngip. Con me, me co biét con lam gi
khong? Subt ngay con chi c6 méi mét viéc 1a chay thang
mdt mach tir nha téi trudng. Con chay. Me c¢b biét diéu do6
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quai dan th€ nao khong? Dot nhién dén mot ngay kia con
nghi rang, ‘Tai sao minh lai lam thé nay? Tai sao minh lai
chay v€ nha co ch?’ Chi d€ luyén dan nhiéu hon ma théi!
Me luén luén ndi vé long biét on, nhung me nén to long
cam on con mdi phai. Pung c6 trit gidn 1én ngudi con chi

vi me khong ki€ém soat noi Lulu.”

Sophia da dung hoan toan. Con bé da lam t6i ty hao va
khién cugc s6ng cua toi dé chju hon nhiéu trong mudi sau
nam nay. Nhung thi thoang khi biét minh sai va chan ghét
ban than minh, c¢6 gi d6 trong t6i khién t6i tré nén nhan
tdm va tham chi con 43y to6i di xa hon. Vi vy, toi néi, “Me
khdng bao gig doi hoi con phai chay vé nha ca — that la ngé
ngdn. Con that 16 bijch. Va néu con mudn nghién ngap, xin
clr viéc. Co thé roi con sé gip mot ga tir t€ nao day ¢ Trai
phyc hdi nhan pham (Rehab) day.” '

“Moi thit trong nha nay dao 1¢n hét ca r6i”, Sophia phan
khang. “Con lam tat ca moi viéc, con lam moi thir me yéu
cdu, va khi con pham mét 161 thoi thi me la ming con. Lulu
khong lam diéu gi ddng ¥ me hét. N6 cai lai me va ném moi
thir di, thi me lai mua chugc né bang qua cap. Me la ‘nguoi
me Trung Qudc’ ki€u gi vay?”

Sophia thét sy 43 ndm duge van dé. Day co thé 1a lac
thuan lgi dé dua ra mét viéc quan trong trong nudi day
con céi cua ngudi Trung Qudc cling nhu vin g€ vai vé thi
bac trong gia dinh. Ma ciing c¢6 thé chi 1a vé van dé vai v€
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trong gia dinh théi. T6i c6 mét sinh vién tén la Stephanie,
md&i day da ké toi nghe mt cau chuyén budn cudi. La con
gai 16n trong mét gia dinh Han Qudc nhip cu, khi
Stephanie hoc cdp hai (toan di€ém A, hoc toan xuit sic,
nghé sy hoa tdu duong cim), ¢6 thuong bj me doa 12 “Néu
con khong lam viéc nay, me sé khong dua con dén trudng
nira.” Va vién canh d6 da danh tring vao néi khiép s¢ ciua
Stephanie — d6 la 16 m&t budi hoc! Vi vay, ¢6 ay lam moi
diéu me yéu cau, hy vong chdy bong 1a khong bi mudn
hoc. Nhung ngugce lai, khi me Stephanie doa em gai ¢6
diéu dy thi con bé dap lai la, “Eo 61, khiép. Con thich & nha
lam. Con ghét truong hoc ma.”

Con c6 rat nhiéu truong hgp ngoai 1é khac nita, nhung
khudn miu nay - dira con dau thi mau muye, dira thir hai lai
ndi loan — ro rang la t6i da dugce canh bao tir nhiéu gia dinh
khac, dic biét 1a cac gia dinh nhip cu. C6 digu t6i cit nghi la
minh ¢6 thé trdn ap nod trong trudng hgp cia Lulu bang
long quyét tdm tuyét d6i va hoc tp miét mai.

“Con biét ddy Sophia, dling la me gip van dé vgi Lulu”,
toi thira nhin, “nhitng viéc @it ra duge véi con lai chang
ap vao duge v6i nd. That 13 nan giai.” “Oi... Me dimg lo
lang qua”, Sophia noi, giong con bé ty nhién dju lai. “Chi
moét giai doan nay thoéi. That 1a khung khiép khi mudi ba
tudi — con ciing da tung khon khé nhur thé. Nhung réi moi

viée sé On thoi.”
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Tham chi t6i con ching biét la Sophia da khén d6n thé
nao ¢ tudi mudgi ba. Nghi lai thi me t6i cling ching bao gi¢
biét d&n ndi khé cua téi & tudi d6. Giong nhu hau hét
nhiing gia dinh chiu A nh4p cu khac, chiing t6i khéng bao
gio “trd chuyén” thing thin vé nhimg chuyén riéng tu
trong gia dinh. Me t6i chang bao gig noi voi t6i vé giai
doan diy thi ca, dic biét lai cang khong bao gid noi hét ca
cum tr “by-phédn-sinh-...” va chuyén gi sé xay ra trong giai
doan diy thi nay. Ching t6i khong bao gio tro chuyén vé
Nhirng diéu cdn biét vé viéc sinh nd — ma chi can tuong
tugng ra nhimg cudc tro chuyén hoi dé thoi da khién toi
dyng hét ca toc gay 1én roi.

“Sophia”, t6i nodi, “con gidng nhu me, cling la chj ca
trong nha, moi ngudi ludn tréng d¢i vao ta rat nhiéu va ta
chang lam ai phai lo lang hét. Thit ty hao khi giit vai tro dé.
Vin dé 1a ¢ chd vin hoa phuong Tdy khong nhin nhén theo
cach thitc nay. Trong cac by phim cua Disney, ¢6 “con gai
gioi giang” ludén phai gdp thét bai réi méi nhén ra ring
khong phai lic nao cuc séng cling don gian la viéc tudn
thi cac quy luit va gianh duge nhitng giai thudng no kia.
That vong, thé 14 ho co6i sach ca 4o quin va lao thing ra
bién hay lam diéu ngu xudn nao d6 dai loai nhu thé€. Nhung
d6 chi la cach cta Disney, hdp dan véi nhitng ngudi chiang
gianh dugc gia trj gi thoéi. Doat dugce cac giai thudng sé dem
dén cho cac con co hoi, va d6 la ty do — chang phai lao
thang ra bién tram minh lam gi.”
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To6i da gay xic dong voi bai dién thuyét bjc phat cua
minh. Nhu moi [an, t6i cam thdy cin rit luong tdm. Hinh
anh Sophi lao b6 tir truong vé nha, hai tay day ap sach va,
hién 1én trong tam tri t6i, va t61 gin nhu chang thé nao chju
ndi. “Dua cho me ciy chéi”, téi bao con, “con cin thoi gian

luyén dan, d€ me don dep cho.”
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@i va em gai Michelle déu di kiém tra d€ xem liéu
chiing t6i ¢6 hién tuy dugce cho Katrin khéng. Anh chj em
ruét thuong c¢6 co hdi cao vi ty 1¢ hgp nhau rit cao —
khoang 1/3 — va toi cam thay hy vong tran tré rang mau
cua toi s€ hgp. Nhung t6i da nham. Ca Michelle va t6i déu
khong hgp véi Katrin. Tré tréu thay 1a ching t6i cue ky
hgp nhau trong cufc sdng nhung chang ai ¢6 thé gifp
Katrin dugc ca. biéu nay c6 nghia la gio day Katrin phai
8 gang tim ki€ém mot nguoi hi€n qua cac to chic hién tuy
qudc gia. Tt noi thit vong ctia minh, chdng t6i rat ra duge
mot diéu la anh chj em ruét cling con khéng hgp nhau, thi
co héi tim ki€m duge mét nguoi xa la hién tuy phu hgp
con giam di dang k€, nhit 1a v6i nhitng ngudi ¢6 ngudn
gdc chdu A v chiu Phi. Trén mang Internet diy ray
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nhimg 161 cau khin cua nhitng bénh nhin dang nam chg
chét, tuyét vong tim kiém m¢t ngudi hién tuy phu hgp. Va
cho dut ¢6 ngudi pht hgp di nita thi quy trinh ciing phai
mit dén hang thang tréi — khoang thdoi gian ma ¢ thé
Katrin chang cho dgi duge.

Lan diéu tri hba chit dau tién cta Katrin khéng hin la
mot con ac mong, nhung [an thi hai nay thi con hon ca thé.
That 1a tdn nhin. Gi¢ day, nhiéu ngay tréi qua ma toi chang
nghe duge gi tir em tdi hét. Trong ndi hoang mang tdi goi
cho Or, nhumg thuong thi chi nghe duge giong cau &y nhan
qua hop thu thoai; hodc 1a tra 151 cfe 16¢ va nodi rang, “Em
chua thé ndi gi bay gio duge. Em s€ goi cho chj sau.”

Nguyén nhan chinh gy nén cai chét trong liéu phap
diéu trj bang hoa chit 13 do suy gidm hé mién djch. Nhimg
bénh tit vat vanh théng thudng nhu cdm xoang hay cam
cim c6 thé dé dang giét chét mot bénh nhan ung thu, khi
ma bach cau da bj tiéu diét sach. Katrin bj gidm mién dich
vi m¢t bénh khac. D€ chong lai, cac bac sy da phai ké mot
lugng 1on khang sinh, day chinh 1a nguyén nhan giy ra
nhimg con dau don, va khi nhitng khang sinh nay khong
con tac dyung, ho sé phai thwr loai khic. Katrin chang dn
udng duge gi hang tuan troi va phai truyén dich thing vao
tinh mach; lac thi rét run ngudoi lae lai s6t sinh sjch. Nhimg
bién chimg va cic con bénh ¢t gia ting, va Katrin thudng
xuyén chong chiu nhimg con dau dén trién mién bang
thudc an than.
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Khi Tan diéu trj hoa chit th hai dugce ti€n hanh, ching
t6i lai nin thé cho dgi. Mot trong nhitng cach d€ ching téi
biét bénh tinh cua Katrin c6 thuyén giam khong la khi co
thé Katrin bat dau san sinh ra nhimg t€ bao mau lanh manh
— cy thé la cac bach cdu trung tinh — s€ bao vé viéc nhiém
trung do vi khuan. T6i biét 1a Katrin xét nghiém méau méi
sang hang ngay, vi vy ma t6i ngdi truéc man hinh may
tinh tr 6 gid sang, chd dgi e-mail cia Katrin. Nhung chéng
c6 dong nao tu Katrin ca. Ching thé cho dgi thém duge
nira, toi thu cho Katrin trugc, va nhén duge nhitng 16i ngin
ngui nhu, “Tinh hinh ching kh4 khdm hon gi” hodc “Van
khong c6 gi ca. Kha la that vong.” Chang lau sau d6, Katrin
tham chi khéng tra 161 e-mail nao cta toi nira hét.

T6i luén mudn biét cbd chuyén gi da xay ra véi moi nguoi
khi ho khong tra 151, va @€ lai hét 161 nhan nay téi 161 nhan
khéc (“G-¢-i cho t6i di! Ban dang ¢ dau? Téi lo phat s6t 1én
roi!”) thim chi ca khi biét r6 c6 nhitng 1y do khién chang ai
goi lai ca. R6i toi khong thé nao yén tam duge. Mdi quan tim
cua toi bién thanh phién toai. Suét tuan sau khi Katrin diéu
tri hda chit [an hai, t6i lién tyc goi dién cho em hang sang,
maic du biét 1a Katrin khong bao gid tra 161 - s dién thoail
hién 1én va em biét @6 la t6i — r6i t6i d€ lai tin nhén, cip nhat
cho Katrin nhimg théng tin v0 b, tudng tugng rang minh
dang lam cho em vui vé va dong vién tinh than em.

R6i mot sang no, Katrin tra 1¢i dién thoai cta t6i. Nghe
khéng con giéng em chit nao nira hét. Gipng em yéu ¢t chi
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vira du nghe. T6i hoi Katrin thdy thé nao, nhung em chi tho
dai, réi néi, “Chang ich gi dau, Amy. Em sé khong ghép tuy
dau. Chéng con hy vong nao nira hét”, réi lang di.

“Dirng ngdc thé chir Katrin. Phai mat thai gian cho doi
mai duge ghép tuy la chuyén hoan toan binh thuong, co
khi con dén vai thang troi dy chit. Jed da nghién ctu ca
r6i. Néu em mudn chi sé giti em vai s6 liéu. Hon nira, Or
cling néi voi chi 1a bac sy rit lac quan. Hay cho ho thém
thoi gian.”

Katrin khong tra 161, vi vay téi lai bat dau, “Lulu van thit
la kinh khung!” T6i ké cho Katrin nghe chuyén tap dan va
nhimg tran chi€n cua ching t6i va t6i qua quat thé€ nao.
Trugce lac Katrin 1am bénh, t6i va em thudng xuyén trao dai
vé viéc day do con cai va chung t6i da qua quat thé nao khi
st dung quyén lam cha me @€ ddi xur vdi con cai nhu bg me
chang t6i da lam véi minh trude day.

ROi t6i nhe ca ngudi khi nghe thiy tiéng Katrin cudi ¢
bén kia dau day, va ndéi bang giong vé cung binh thudng,
“Khé than chau em. N6 van la mét c6 bé dé thuong ma
Amy. Chi dimg qua nghiém khéc v4i n6.”

Vao dip Halloween, chung t6i dugc biét nguoi ta da tim
duge ngudi hién tuy, mt ngudi My géc Trung Qudc cb vé
hgp nhit véi Katrin. Bon ngay sau 46, t6i nhin dugc e-mail
cua Katrin, bao rang “Em da ¢6 bach ciu trung tinh! Méi &
mc la 100, ¢dn ¢b6 500 nhung hy vong dang tiang lén.”
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R61 ho bat dau — vo cung cham chap, nhung ho da tién
hanh. Pau thang Muoi Mot, Katrin rdi bénh vién d€ phuc
hoi sitc khoe. Em t6i ¢d ding mot thang trudc khi tién hanh
ghép tuy, that khong thé tin duge la sé lai phai chiu mét Ian
diéu tri bang hoda chit nita — Ian nay la Idn cin ban nhit,
duge tién hanh trong mgt khu vye tdy trung dic biét —
nham 13y sach tuy gdy bénh ctiia ngudi bénh de€ réi ghép tay
lanh manh cua ngudi hién thay thé vao. Rt nhiéu bénh
nhin khong bao gid hi€éu duge y nghia ciia khu vige nay.

Sudt mét thang ¢ nha, tréng Katrin rat vui ve, thich tha
vai tat ca moi viéc: cho Ella dn, dan bon tré di dao, hay don
gian la nhin ching ngu. Katrin thich nhit l1a dugc nhin Jake

choi tennis.

Viéc ghép tuy dugce tién hanh vao dém trude Giang sinh.
B6 me va ca gia dinh t6i dit phong khach san ¢ Boston,
ching t6i mua d6 &n Trung Qudc va md cac mon qua cung
Or, Jake, va Ella.
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@?Z% ndm mabi d3 dén — ndm 2009. N6 bat dau

chiang vui vé gi vi ching t6i. Ching t6i trg vé tir Boston,
mét nhoai. That kho6 khan khi phai ¢d gang mang lai mét ky
nghi vui vé cho Jake va Ella khi me ching dang nam trong
khu vire diéu tri tich cyc cho ghép tuy. Ma ddi phé voi ba
me t6i con dau khd hon nita. Me t6i cit khang khang tra tdn
ban than bang viéc dit ra hang nghin Ian ciu hoi tai sao
Katrin lai bi ung thu mau? Vai [an t6i cdm cau ngat 16i ba,
roi lai cam théy that khung khiép. B3 tdi thi cit hoi di hai lai
t6i nhimg cau hoi vé y hoc ma t6i lai phai cau vién dén Jed,
da rat kién nhéan giai thich cin ké vé quy trinh ghép tuy. T4t
ca ching t6i déu khi€p dam véi nhitmg gi ndm mdi cd thé
dem lai cho chdng téi.
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Khi ching t6i quay lai New Haven, ngdéi nha cua
chiing toi t6i om va lanh ngat. P3 c6 bao tuyét dix doi voi
nhitng dgt gié manh va vai 6 cira s6 nha ching téi bj vo.
bién bi cat khién ching téi khong c¢6 may suwdi mat mot
lac. T6i va Jed lai phai bat dau hoc ky méi va chuin bj
cho cac khéa hoc. Té hon ca, cidy dan hién ra — sap toi
Lulu ¢6 téi ba budi hoa nhac ~ va con chuin bi 1& Bat
Mitzvah nita. T6i ngdm nghi day kién quyét, lai quay tro
vé con dudng kho ai thoi.

Téi va Lulu chi néi véi nhau nhitng ciu cén thiét. Mai
toc ciia n6 van la mét 161 oan trach manh liét tham ling.
Du thg cat toc da ¢6 hét sitc nhung mai téc cua Lulu van
ngan tiin va kha nham nhd, diéu nay khién tam trang cua
toi that té.

Cudi thang Mét, Katrin dugce ra vién. Ban dau, em con
rat yéu, di lén cau thang da 1a mét viéc khé nhoc réi. Vi
Katrin van c¢6 nguy co bj nhiém trung cao, nén em khong
duge phép di t6i nha hang, cac hiéu tap héa, hay rap chiéu
phim, nha hat ma khong c6 mat na bao vé. T4t ca chiing toi
déu hy vong va ciu cho qua trinh dung nap tét véi co thé
Katrin. Chiing t6i biét la trong mot vai thang Katrin sé &
tinh trang t6i té nhat cho du 1a c6 bién chimg hay khéng -
t€ bao ciy ghép sé kich liét chdng lai co thé ti€p nhin -
diéu nay tiém tang nguy co tir vong.

Ngay thang tréi mau va 1& Bat Mitzvah da d&n gin, con
t61 va Lulu lao vao tran chién dang méi ngay mét gia tang.
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Nhu véi Sophia, ching t6i khong lam theo 1€ thuong ma to
chire 1& Bat Mitzvah tai nha. Jed sé chiu trach nhiém chinh
vé viéc nay, nhung t6i khong ngét 161 ho hao Lulu tap luyén
nhitng 161 tién tri cho cudi budi 1é — t6i dang tré thanh mot
ba me Trung Qudc ngay ca khi ¢§ gang lam mot ngudi Do
Thai. Nhu thuong 1€, viée tdp dan luén la tran chién cay
dang nhat gita ching t6i. “Con ¢6 nghe me néi gi khéng?
Me bao con 1én gac va luyén ‘Giai d¢iéu Hebrew” NGAY!” T6i
gam lén dén ca nghin Tan. “D6 khéng phai 1a mét ban nhac
kho choi, vi vay néu né khong giy dugce bat ngd thi se la
mat thét bai.” Co Tan thi t6i hét 1én, “Cé phai con muon trd
nén tim thudng khéng? D6 cé phai la diéu con thyc su
mudn khong?”

Lulu thuong xuyén tra dia téi gay gat, n6 thuong dap lai
rang, “Chang c6 1é Bat Mitzvah cua ai phai that dac biét ca,
va con thi khéng mudn tip dan.” Hodc, “Con khéng choi
dan trong lé Bat Mitzvah ciia minh dau! Con me thi lai
chang thé nao thay do6i dugce cach nghi ca.” Hay la: “Con
ghét vi cam. Con khéng mudn luyén tap nita!” Tiéng on &
nha t6i phai tang thém vai dé-xi-ben. Cho dén tin budi
sang hom lé Bat Mitzvah dién ra, t6i cling khong biét Lulu
¢6 choi “Giai diéu Hebrew” hay khong nita, mac du né da
dugc dua vao trong chuong trinh cua Jed.

Va Lulu da lam tét ca. Doc kinh Torah va phén 1¢i tién
tri cudi budi 1€ vai sy binh tinh va ty tin. R6i cai cach con bé

biéu dién “Giai diéu Hebrew” da to ro cho moi ngudi thay
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rang d6 la th &m nhac xudt phat tir tdn day long — can
phong ngap tran nhitng thanh am tuyét dep ngan nga mai,
khién nhitng khach md&i nte ng ca lén.

Trong bita tiéc chiéu dai ngay sau do, t6i thiy guong mat
Lulu sang bimg 1én khi ti€p dén khach khira. T6i nghe thay
mot ngudi ban cia Lulu néi vdi no, “Lay Chua t6i, Lulu oi,
cdu thét la... khung khi choi dan day, y t6 la khién moi

nguoi chodng vang toan tap iy.”

“Co bé that 1a phi thudng”, mot ngudi ban la ca sy cua
toi bay td, “co bé ro rang la c6 thién khiéu, thit ma khong ai
c6 thé day cho dugce.” Khi t6i ndi véi c6 ay la toi da gap
nhiéu rac roi thé nao khi bat Lulu luyén tap, ban t6i bao
rang, “Chi khong thé d€ c¢6 bé bo dan dugce. Roi nd sé an
han suét doi day.”

Lulu thudng xuyén choi dan nhu vy day. Ngudi nghe
bj thu hit hoan toan, con con bé thi dudng nhu lai bi 4m
nhac hat hon. biéu nay gay nén sy khoé hi€u va byc minh
khi ching téi tranh cdi, va Lulu c& khiang khang la nd
ghét choi dan.

“Chic mimg Amy. That c¢6 trdi méi biét minh c6 thé sé
nhu thé€ nao néu ciu la me minh”, Caren ban t6i, mét cuu
vl cdng, tréu toi, “Minh ¢6 thé trd thanh vi dai 1am chi.”

“Q, khoéng dau Caren, minh khong dit hy vong vao tat ca

moi ngudi dau.” Toi noéi va lac dau, “Trong nha minh da
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qua nhiéu la hét, thét gao roi. Minh thim chi con ching
nghi 1a Lulu sé choi dan hom nay dau. Minh néi cho ban
biét nhé, thye syrla gian kho ddy.”

“Nhung ban da cho cic con rit nhiéu”, Caren khang
dinh, “mdt kha nang phan doan vé tai nang cua ching, vé
gia trj cia sy hoan hao. P4 chinh la th& ching sé cé trong
su6t cugc doi minh.”

“Cé thé. Minh ciing khong chéic nita”, t6i néi day
hoai nghi.

b6 1a mét bira tiée tuyét voi, tat ca moi ngudi déu vui ve.
bi€m ndi bat la Katrin va ca gia dinh cung tham dy. ba
nam thang k€& tir khi Katrin ra vién, stc khoe ciia em hoi
phuc rat chdm chap, hé thong mién djch cta Katrin van con
yé&u, va t6i ¢t hoang hét ca hon mai khi chi can ai 6 ho 1én
mot tiéng. Katrin rit gay nhung da xinh tuoi trd lai va hau
nhu 1a vui vé khi b€ dugce Ella.

T6i d6, sau khi khach khira ra vé va chiing t6i da don dep
sach s€ hét mic c6 thé, t6i ndm trén giudng ty hoi liéu Lulu
c6 sang phong t6i va 6m t6i giong nhu n6é da lam sau khi
choi ban “Chd lira tring bé bong” khéng. Thit la mét
khoang thai gian dai dang dic. Nhung Lulu khong sang, va

thay vao d6, t6i da sang phong con bé.

“Con khong vui vi me da bat con choi ’Giai diéu Hebrew’
a?” T6i hoi con.
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Lulu ¢6 vé vui, nhung té ra khong man ma lam véi toi.
“Co, me a”, con bé tra 1i, “me lai ghi di€m roi day.”

“Diing thé, me s€ con ghi di€m nira”, t6i ndi va cd ging
cudi to. Sau d6 tbéi noéi vai Lulu 13 rdt tir hao vé con va nod rat
giol giang. Lulu mim cudi va té ra nhiin nhin. Nhung con
bé c6 vé s6t sing, gan nhu 1a nén nong mudn téi vé ngay, va
c6 gl trong mat n6 noéi voi toi rang thoi cua toi sap hét dén

noi rol.
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@%i ngay sau lé Bat Mitzvah cua Lulu, ching téi 1én

dudng di Nga. b6 la ky nghi mo uéc cia t6i trong mét thoi
gian dai. B0 me t6i da say sua ké cho téi nghe vé St.
Petersburg khi t6i con nho, ma t6i va Jed déu mudn dua
cac con di dén noi nao d6 chung téi chua bao gid duge dat
chan tai.

Va lai, ching t6i can dugce nghi ngoi. Katrin da vugt
qua duge giai doan nguy hiém nhit cua thdi ky t€ bao
ghép khang lai co thé. Hau nhu la ching t6i da trai qua
mudi thang trdi ma khong hé ¢6 1dy mot ngay nghi. Diém
dimg chdn dau tién cua chung t6i 1a Moscow. Jed kiém
duge mét khach san kha thuin tién ¢ ngay trung tim
thanh phd. Sau khi nghi ngoi chit it, ching t6i bat dau
ném trai phong vi Nga.
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To1 gang to ra ngdc nghéch va dé dai, tdm trang ma cac
con t6i rat mudn & t6i, cd gang kiém ché hét cd nhitng loi
binh luan chi trich théng thuong vé nhitng thir chiing mang
hoéc bao nhiéu [an ching noéi “thich qua”. Nhung ngay hom
d6 that den dui. Ching t6i mat hon mét tiéng dong hd dimg
x€p hang t61 hai lin méi d6i duge tién ¢ mét noi ty goi la
ngin hang, va sau d6 thi bao tang ching t6i mudn dén
tham lai déng cira.

Ching t61 quyét dinh t61 Quang truong Do, ndm ngay
trén dudng vé khich san cua chiing t6i. Dién tich ciia quang
truong thit la ménh mong. Ba san bong cling c6 thé dit vira
vao khoang giita tir c6ng vao dén Thanh duong St. Basil mai
vom hinh cu hanh ¢ phia trong cuing. T6i nhu tham, quang
trudng nay khong hé thanh nhi va yéu kiéu giong nhu ¢ Y,
né dugc thiét ké dé€ de doa nguoi ta, va toi mudng tugng ra
cac dao quin va nhitng tiéu doan hung manh trong quin
d6i cua Stalin.

Lulu va Sophia tung hitng v4i nhau nhitng tro tré con dé
choc tite toi. Thye t€ thi diéu thue sy choc tic t6i 1a ching
déu da la nhitng thi€u nién trudong thanh lon hon ca t6i
(nhu Sophia chang han, n6é phai cao hon té1 dén chuc
phan), chit khong con la nhimmg c6 con gai bé bong dé
thuong nira. Pam ban bé vong nién cia t6i da luén miéng
budn ba néi rang, “Thdi gian tréi nhanh 1am. Trudce khi ban
nhédn ra, thi ddm con cai da 16n 1én va bién mat rdi, va ban

thi da gia trong khi van cho rang minh con tré trung nhu
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trudce day.” T6i chang bao gid tin khi ban bé t6i néi thé, vi
vOi t6i ho c6 vé nhu dd gia san roi. Vi viée vat kiét site ting
gidy phat méi ngay, t6i nhitng tudng minh da c6 nhiéu thoi
gian hon. Vi 14p luin toan hoc thuin tiy, ro rang 1a nhitng
ai ngu it hon thi séng dugce nhiéu hon.

“Lang Lé-nin ¢ dang sau bitc tuong tring dai ngoang
kia”, Jed chi cho cac con. “Ong dugc udp xic va trumg bay.
Chang ta c6 thé dén xem vao ngay mai.” R6i Jed ké cho
ching nghe so luge vé lich st nudc Nga va thai ky Chién
tranh lanh.

Sau khi d3 dao choi mét liac — chiang t6i bat ngd cham
tran v&i mdy ngudi My, va vai ngudi Trung Qudc c6 vé hoan
toan dimg dung v&i ching t6i — ching t6i ngdi & mot quin
ca phé ngoai troi, & khu mua sdm ndi tiéng GUM, toa lac
trong mgt toa nha cuén vom nguy nga duge xay dyng tir the
ky XIX, chiém gin nhu toan b{ phia d6éng cia Quang
trudng Do, di thang sang Pién Kremlin.

Chung t6i quyét dinh goi mén banh kép Nga truyén
théng va trimg ca mudi, ca toi va Jed déu thdy that la hai
huge khi két thac t6i dau tién tai Moscow nhu viy.
Nhung khi mén trimg ca mudi duge dem ra — 30 do-la
cho mét lo bé ti — thi Lulu bao, “Eo 6i, ngdy qua”, va
khong chju ném thur.

“Sophia, dimg c6 &n nhiéu qui nhé; chira lai mét it cho
ching t6i day”, tdi cau kinh ndi, réi quay qua phia Lulu,
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“giong con nghe gidng nhu mdt ké hoang da thiéu gido duc
dy. Con thir mén trimg ca mudi nay di. Con c6 thé cho

nhiéu kem vao.”

“Nhu thé€ con kinh hon”, Lulu tra loi, va lam diéu bd
rung minh. “Ma me dimg c6 goi con 1a hoang da di.”

“Lulu, con dimg c6 pha hong ky nghi ctia moi nguai.”

“Me mdi chinh 1a ngudi pha hong no thi co.”

T6i ddy mon trimg cad mudi vé phia Lulu. T6i bat Lulu
thir mét qua trimg ~ chi m¢t qua thoi.

“Tai sao ch?” Lulu budng binh hoi lai. “Tai sao me lai

quan tdm qua mitc nhu vidy. Me khong thé ép con an cai gi
duge dau.”

T6i cam thdy mau trong ngudi séi 1én. L€ nao t6i khong
thé bat Lulu lam cai viéc con con nay? “Con dang cu xtt nhu
mot dita tré con ngdc nghéch. Thir mét qua trirng ngay.”

“Con khoéng mudn”, Lulu tra loi.

“An ngay di, Lulu.”

“Khong.”

“Amy, moi nguoi déu dd mét moi 1am rd6i”, Jed bit dau
tré tai ngoai giao, “Tai sao chling ta khong...”

T6i cat loi, “Con ¢6 biét 6ng ba sé budn chan va ho then
th€ nao néu ho thay canh nay khong, Lulu — con céng nhién

khong nghe 161 me phai khong? Bang vé mit kia cua con?
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Con dang chi ty lam cho minh dau dén. Ching ta dang ¢
nude Nga, va con thi khéng chiu &n mén tritng ca mudi!
Con giéng hét mét ké tho 16. Ma néu con nghi minh dang la
ke néi loan vi dai, thi con cyc kij xoang xinh. Chi la sy dién
hinh, ¢6 thé doan truéec duge, phé bién va kém coi ma
ching d(ra tré My nao sé thir ca. Nhat 1dm Lulu a - té nhat
kinh nguoi.”

“Thoi &1”, Lulu gidn dit hét lén.

“Dirng ¢6 noi thoi di voi me. Me 1a me con.” T61i rit 1én
khe khé, nhung van c6 mot vai vi khach li€c mat nhin.
“Thoi ngay viée ¢d gang cu xur tho 16 d€ gay dn tugng véi
Sophia &1.”

“Con ghét me! CON GHET ME.” Thé ddy, nhimng 101 nay
tir Lulu khong phai 1a ti€ng thi thdm, ma la ti€ng hét dén vo
tung 16ng nguc cua né. Gig thi ca quan ca phé nhin ching
t6i chdm cham.

“Me khong yéu quy gi con c¢a”, Lulu néi lén. “Me nghi 14
c6, nhung thye t&€ la khong hé c¢6 chit nao hét. Me chi
khién con cam thay ban than minh that tai té timg giy
phat mot. Me da lam hong cudc doi con. Con khong thé
chiu dung dugc viéc vo ve bén me nira. D6 ¢ phai la diéu
me muén khong?”

C6 hong t61 nghen & lai. Lulu da thdy, nhung né bé
qua. “Me la mot ngu'oi me khing khiép. Me 14 ngudi ich

ky, mg¢ chiang quan tam d€n ai ngoai ban than minh. Cai
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gl kia — me khong thé tin duge la con bac béo dén nao
sao? RGt cuge thi me cling chi lam cho con thoéi u? Tt ca
nhitng gi me noéi lam cho con thyce ra la chi lam cho
chinh me.”

Lulu hét nhu t6i, t6i nghi tham, tan nhan dén ac liét.
“Con la m@t ¢6 con gai té hai”, téi n6i 16n.

“Con biét — con khong phai la diéu me mong mudn —
con khong phai la ngudi Trung Qudce! Con khéng mudn
tr¢ thanh ngudi Trung Qudc. Tai sao me khong thé vitt
bo ¥ tudng &6 ra khoi ddu minh? Con ghét choi dan. con
CAM THU cudc séng cia minh. CON GHET me, va CHAN
NGAY gia dinh nay! Con sé 14y cai cdc nay va dap tan no6!”

“Clrviéc lam di”, toi thach thic.

Lulu v6 14y cai c6c trén ban va ném xudng san nha. Nuge
va nhimg manh v& bay tung toée, vai thuc khach ha héc
mom ra kinh ngac. T6i cam thay tit ca cac cip mat déu

quay lai phia ching t6i, m¢t canh tugng ky quai.

To61 da rat coi thuong nhimg bac cha me phuong Tay
khong kiém soat duge con cai minh. Gi¢ thi toi linh dua sy
thi€u ton trong nhat, 16 mang nhét, thoé bao nhat, va khong

ki€ém soat duge con cai mot chit nao hét.

Lulu run ngudi l1én vi gian dit, va nude mat rung rung.
“Con sé con dip nita néu me khong d€ mac ké con”, nd
khoc oa 1én.
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To6i vung dimg diy va bo chay. Téi chay hét sitc co thé,
khoéng con biét 1a sé téi dau, mot phy nitr bon muoi sau tudi
doi dién loan wira chay trén d6i xdng-dan wira khoc nhu
mua. Téi chay qua lang Lenin va virgt qua nhitng nguai gac
cOng c6 sing ma t6i da nghi 1a ho ¢ thé sé ban t6i. Roi t6i
dimg lai. T6i da dén phia cudi Quang trudng D6. Chang con
noi nao ma di nira.
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@c gia dinh thuong c6 nhitng bi€u tugng riéng:
mdt cai ho & qué huong, huy chuong cua cac bac cao nién,
bia t6i ti€c tung thoai mais®. Trong gia dinh ching t6i, cay
vi ¢cim @3 tré thanh mot biéu tugng.

béi voi t6i, nd tugng trung cho sy wu ty, cai dep, va tinh
thAm tram - d6i 14p hoan toan v&i nhitng con phd mua
sim, nhitng cdc coca cola c& dai, quan ao xi-tin, va viéc bao
vé quyén lgi khach hang ngu xuin. Khong giong nhu khi
nghe nhac tir mét chiéc iPod, choi vi cdm rét khé, yéu cau
sy tdp trung cao d9, d9 chinh x4c, va sy biéu cam. Thim chi
ca vé vé bé ngoai — vo gbé bong loang, nhimg dudng uén

56 Nguyén vin: Sabbah — ngay nghi ngoi va tho phung Chia, thir Bay
theo dao Do Thai, Chi nhét theo dao Co d6ce gido.
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lugn nhu tac, nhitng chiéc 16ng ngya, va ca nhimg miéng

dém nho nhin — déu tinh xao, duyén dang, va mong manh.

Theo t6i, vi cim tugng trung cho sy tuan phuc nhimg
ton ti trat ty, cac chuin muc, va sy diéu luyén nha nghé.
Véi nhimg phdm chit d6, ngudi ta nhan thac tét hon va co
thé dao tao duge. Vi nhitng phdm chat d6, ngudi ta choi
hay hon va ¢6 thé truyén cam hing.

N6 ciing la biéu tugng cua lich sit. Nguoi Trung Quéc
chua bao gid gianh duge tht hang cao trong am nhac c6
dién phuong Tay — khong c6 tdc phdm cua nguoi Trung
Quéc nao sanh ngang hang véi ban giao hudng s6 9 cua
Beethoven ca — nhung am nhac dan tdc dinh cao lai gan bo
chit ché vgi nén van minh Trung Quéc. Cay C6 cam hay
That huyén cam ddi nha Tan thudng duge két hgp vai dao
Khéng, da ton tai {t nhat khoang 250 nim. N6 da dugce luu
danh muén thud trong nhimg bai tho Pudng ndi tiéng, ton

sung nhu mgt nhac cu cia cic bac hién nhan.

Hon hét ca, vi cam tugng trung cho sy kiém soat. Véi sy
lyn bai qua cac thé hé. V&i ton ti trit ty. V61 s6 phin cua
mot con nguoi. VGi con céi cua ai do. Tai sao con chau cua
nhitng nguoi nhap cu lai chi ¢6 thé choi guitar hay la trong?
Tai sao nhimg dira con tht lai mdc dinh la s€ phan ing voi
cac né nép quy cu, hoc hanh kém coi hon, va “hoa nhap xa
hoéi t6t hon” so véi cac anh chi 16n? No6i mét cach ngan gon
thi vi cdm chinh la biéu tugng cho thanh c6ng cia mé6 hinh
nu6i day con cai kiéu Trung Qudéc.

- 286 -



BIEU TUONG

Vé&i Luly, no 1a hién than cua sy ap ché.

Va t6i di chdm cham trd lai, bang qua Quang trudng Do,
t61 nhin ra 1a vi ¢cim cling bat dau tré thanh bi€u tugng cia
su ap bic véi t6i. Chi can tudng tugng ra hop dung vi cam
cua Lulu ndm & nha ngay ctra truGce — vao nhitng phat cudi
cung ching t6i quyét dinh d€ né lai, day la [an dau tién
ching toéi lam nhu vay — khién t6i nhé lai bao nhiéu thagi
gian, bao nhiéu nam thang né luc, tranh cai, buc doc, va ca
sy dau khd ma chung t6i phai chiu dyng. D€ 1am gi co' chi?
Téi ciing chgt nhin ra 1 t6i dang s¢ dén phat khi€p ca
ngudi véi nhimg 161 mon khé ai da duge vach sin.

T6i chgt nay ra y nghi rang day chinh la cach céac bac cha
me phuong Tay da nghi tdi, va tai sao ho lai thuong d€ mic
cho con cai minh tir bé viéc luyén tap nhimg nhac cy qua
kho6 khin. Tai sao lai phai hanh ha ban than va con cai lam
gi chit? Muc dich 14 gi day? Né&u con céi ban khéng thich cai
gi d6 — cam thu né — thi co tot dep gi khong khi béat n6 phai
lam? Toi b'iét khi 12 m6t nguoi me Trung Qudc toi c6 thé sé
khong bao gid chiu nhugng bg 16i suy nghi d6. =~

T6i quay tro lai voi ca nha ¢ quan ca phé GUM. B6i ban
va cac thyc khach khac ngoanh véi sang cho khac. “Lulu”,
t6i noi, “Con thang roi. Moi chuyén da két thic. Chang ta sé
khong tap dan nira.”
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B6 toi, ddu nam 1970

@i khéng hé lita phinh. T6i ludn ludn thye hién
chinh sach “bén bo cufe chién” véi Lulu, nhung Ian nay thi
t6i khong dua. To6i van khong ro dich xac 1a vi sao. Co thé la
cudi cung t6i cing da cho phép ban than dimg nhin ngam
sitc manh khong gi lay chuyén néi cia Lulu lam diéu nd
phai lam, mac du t6i bat d6ng mot cach cay dang véi nhig
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lya chon cua con bé. Hodc c6 thé 1a vi Katrin. Chimg kién
cugc vét 1on cua em t6i va thdy nhimmg thi tr¢ thanh quan
trong voi né trong nhitng ngay thang tuyét vong cua cufc
dai khién tat ca ching t6i chan nan vai mei tha. Ma ciing
c6 thé la vi me t6i. V&i toi, ba luén 1a mot ngusi me Trung
Quéc hoan hao. Khi con cai da truong thanh, van khong c6
gi duge coi 1a du véi ba. (“Con néi 1a con da c¢6 duge noi &
d4u tién, nhung thyre t&€ 12 con chi di thué cho Ian dau tién
nay thoi, ddng khong?”) Ba thuong tap duong cam véi
Cindy ba gi¢ d6ng h6é méi ngay cho t4i khi giao vién phai
ndi 1a ho da dat dén gidi han réi. Tham chi khi toi trg thanh
giang vién va mdi ba téi nghe nhitng budi thuyét trinh
trude cong ching cua minh, ba ludén dua ra nhitg 15i phé
binh xac dang dén phat phién trong khi nhitng nguagi khac
déu noi d6 1a t6i da 1am rat t6t. (“Con da qua kich djng va
noéi qua nhanh. Phai ¢6 ging binh tinh hon thi con méi kha
1én dugce.”) Ma ngay ca ngudi me¢ Trung Qudc cua tdi cling
da ting canh bao twr rit 1au rdi v4i toi rang co gi d6 khong
on voi Lulu. “Chéng dira tré nao giong dira nao ca”, ba néi.
“Con phai diéu chinh Amy a. Hay xem diéu gi da xay ra voi
b6 con”, ba thém vao day lo ngai.

Con vé bd toi... t6i chic rang da dén luc phai lam r6 vai
diéu. T6i luén khang d&inh vai Jed va thuyét phuc chinh ban
than minh cling nhu moi ngudi ring biang chimg co ban
cho tinh uu viét cua viéc nudi day con cai ki€u Trung Quéc
cudi cung la viée con cai sé d6i xir nhu thé nao véi cha me
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minh. Bat chdp nhitng yéu cdu khic nghiét cia cha me,
nhitng 151 si nhuc nang né, va chiang thém quan tam gi dén
nguyén vong cua con cai, nhung chung cudc tré em Trung
Quéc van kinh yéu va tén trong cha me minh va mong
mudn dugce chim séc ho e tudi gia. Tir xudt phat diém nay
ma Jed da luén hoi, “Thé con bd em thi sao ha Amy?” va td
chang bao gio c6 dugce ciu tra 161 thoa dang.

B t6i 1a “con chién gheé ctia bay” trong gia dinh 6ng. Ba ni
t6i chang yéu quy gi 6ng va d6i xir vdi 6ng khong céng bang.
Trong gia dinh b§ t61, viéc so sanh giita dam con cai la chuyén
binh thudng, va b6 t6i — ding thir tu trong sau anh chi em —
luén bj déi xir bat cong. Ong khéng himg thd véi cong viée
kinh doanh nhur nhitng nguoi khac trong gia dinh. Ong thich
khoa hoc va cac loai xe hoi déi maéi; 1én tam tudi, 6ng da ché
ra dugc mét chi€e dai tir d6 phé liéu. So sanh véi cac anh chij
em gia dinh, bd t6i 1a con ngyra bt kham, mang dén mii ro va
n6i loan. D€ giit nguyén né nép gia phong, ba noi t6i khoéng
ton trong lya chon cling khong coi trong chu nghia ca nhan
hay thém d€ tam t61i long ty trong ctia b t6i — tit ca nhitng gi
thugc vé khuén miu cua phuong Tay. Két qua 1a bé toi chan
ghét gia dinh — cam thdy n6 that ngét ngat va huy hoai ban
than minh — va rit nhanh sau d6 6ng da c6 co hdi dé xa gia
dinh hét muc c6 thé, va di khong mot [An nhin lai.

Cau chuyén cta bg téi minh chimg cho diéu ma t6i
khong bao gio mudn nghi tai. Khi viée nudi day con céi kiéu
Trung Qudc thanh c6ng thi chang cb gi giong nhu vay ca.
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Nhung khong phai lic nao né ciing thanh c¢dng. Nhu voi bo
toi chiang han. Ong chi néi v&i me khi cin thiét va khéng
bao gi¢ nghi t&i ba trir nhitng lae gidn dir. Cho dén lac cudi
doi, ba ndi toi cling nhu gia dinh cia bd toéi hdau nhu chang
dém xia gi dén ong.

T6i khong thé d€ tugt mat Lulu. Khong gi quan trong
hon diéu ay ca. Vi vy, t6i da lam diéu ma hau hét nguoi
phuong Tay c6 thé hinh dung, d6 1a d€ mic cho Lulu lya
chon. Tdi ndi véi con bé 1a né ¢6 thé bo choi vi cdm néu nd
mudn, va thay vao d6 hay lam céi gi n6 thich, ¢ thoi diém
do la choi tennis.

bau tién, Lulu nghi ring d6 1a mot cai bay. Bao nim
thang qua, hai ching t6i da bay ra cho nhau qué nhiéu tro
ma manh, va dan ra nhitng th€ trin tinh vi trong cac cudc
chién tranh tdm ly, vi th€ ma Lulu nghi ngo 1a 1€ tit nhién
thoi. Nhung khi Lulu nhén ra 1a t6i ndi that, thi né lai lam
t61 bat ngo.

“Con khong mudn bo tap dan”, n6 néi. “Con yéu thich vi
cam. Con s€ khong bao gic trbo n6 ca.”

“Oi, me xin”, t6i vira lac dau vira néi, “Dimg c6 lao vio
cai vong ludn quan do6 nira.”

“Con khong muén bo choi vi cdm”, Lulu nhac lai. “Con
chi khong mudn qua dam dudi vdi no6 thoi. D6 khong phai
1a viéc chinh con muén lam trong d&i minh. Me muén diéu
d6 chir khéng phai con.”
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Hoéa ra khong phai viéc luyén tap thai qua la ngudn goc
van dé ma véi toi that dau long, chinh 1a cac tuyén b sau d6.
Dau tién, Lulu quyét dinh ra khoi dan nhac, tir bo vi tri vi
cam s6 1 cua dan nhac d€ ranh réi vao cic sang thir Bay choi
tennis. Khong ¢6 mot thoi khac nao tréi qua ma diéu nay
khong lam t6i dau dén. Khi Lulu choi ban nhac cudi cung
vé1 cuong vi nguoi choi vi cdm chinh cia dan nhac trong
buéi bi€u dién & Tanglewood, roi bat tay ngudi chi huy dan
nhac, t6i gén nhu da khéc tham thiét. Tiép d6, Lulu quyét
dinh 1a s€ khong t&i New York vao Chu nhat hang tuan dé
tdp dan nita, vi vy ching t6i théi hoc & phong thu cua ¢
Tanaka - suit hoc quy bau véi gido vién néi tiéng ¢ Juilliard
‘chang dé gi gianh duge! Thay vao do, t6i sé kiém cho Lulu
mdt gido vién & New Haven. Sau khi trao d6i can ké véi
nhau, ching t6i déu nhit tri 1a Lulu s€ ty tap luyén ma
khdng can t6i cling nhu huin luyén vién thuéng xuyén nao
nita, va chi tdp khoang 30 phiit méi ngay — con lau méi du
de€ giit dugce cdp d6 choi dan cao ctua Luluy, t6i biét vay.

Trong nhitng tudn dau tién sau quyét dinh cta Lulu, t6i
tho than di quanh nha nhu mjt ngudi vira danh mét di sit
ménh va ca 1y do d€ s6ng cta minh.

Trong mét bita trwa mdi ddy, t6i gdp Elizabeth
Alexander, giang vién tai Yale, ngudi ¢6 vinh du duge trinh
bay bai tho cia minh trong 1& nham chitc cia Tong thdng
Obama. T6i néi la rit ngudng mo tac phdm cua ba, va
chlng t6i tro chuyén déi cau.
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Roi ba néi, “Ch¢ chit — t61 nghi 1a t6i c6 biét chi day. Co
phai chj c6 hai ¢6 con gai hoc & Neighborhood Music
School khong? Chang phai chj chinh 1a me cua hai tai ning
am nhac tuyét voi d6 sao?”

Thi ra 14 Elizabeth ¢6 hai con, nho hon céc con t6i, cling
d&u hoc & Neighborhood Music School, va ho da timg nghe
Sophia va Lulu bi€u dién ¢ nhiéu sy kién. “Cac con géi chj
that dang nguong m¢”, ba néi. “Chiing da truyén cam himg
cho cac con t6i.”

Néu nhu trude day, toi sé khiém t6n ma néi rang, “O,
ching chua thye sy gioi giang 1am dau”, hy vong tran tré 1a
ba ta sé hoi han thém nita va tdi c¢6 thé ndéi vé nhiing thanh
tich &m nhac méi nhit cua Sophia va Lulu. Nhung gio thi
t6i chi biét 1ac dau.

“Cac chau van con choi ch?” Elizabeth tiép tyc. “T6i
khong thdy ching choi ¢ trudng nita.”

“Con géi 16n t6i van choi duong cam”, t6i tra 16i. “Con cb
con gai bé — choi vi cdm - thi khong choi nhiéu nita.” Nhu
thé ¢6 mét mii dao vira dam vao tim t6i. “Con bé thich
tennis hon.” Mac du n6 dang xé€p hang thir 10.000 & New
England, t6i nghi tham, chua duge 10.000 dy.

“Oi, khong!” Elizabeth néi. “Thé thi té qua. T6i van nh&
la ¢6 bé vo cung tai nang.”

“Do6 1a quyét dinh cta con bé”, t6i nghe thay giong minh
vang lén. “Viéc tdp luyén t6n qua nhiéu thoi gian cong sie.
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Ma ba biét mgt ¢6 bé mudi ba tudi thé nao roi ddy.” Minh
da tré thanh mgt ba me phuong Tay tuyét vai 1am sao, t6i
nghi tham. That 1a mét that bai vi dai.

Nhung t6i kim lai duge. Toi € cho Lulu choi tennis nhu
nod thich, theo dang stc lye va ty dua ra quyét dinh cua
chinh minh. T6i nhé [an d4u tién Lulu ddng ky vao vong thi
ddu USTA nghiép du. N6 trg vé voi tdm trang phan khaoi, ro
rang nhu vira duge nap day adrenaline vay.

“Con choi thé nao?” T6i hoi.

“Oi, con bj thua — nhung d6 chi la ln thi d4u tién thoi,
va chién lugc clia con di hong bét ca.”

“Ty s6 thé€ nao?”

“0-6, 0-6”, Lulu tra 16i. “Nhung d6i thu cta con choi gioi
that sy day.”

“Néu ¢ dy choi tot that, tai sao ¢0 4y lai choi & giai
nghiép du? Toi cay dgc nghi tham, nhung lai bao con, “Bill
Clinton vira n6i chuyén véi sinh vién tai Yale 1a cic ban cé
thé thyc sy giol giang mot mon nao d6 néu cac ban yéu
thich n6. That t6t 1a con thich tennis.”

Nhung chi 1a viéc ban yéu thich thit gi d6 théi thi chua
du, to1 ty nha véi minh, yéu thich khong ¢6 nghia la ldc nao
dé6 ban sé tré thanh vi dai dugce dau. Chang bao gio nhu thé
néu ban khong lao dgng cat lyc. Chang phai hau hét mei
ngudi déu van biét ro duge nhitng gi minh thich day thoi.
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Lulu trén san tap tenis

@n’mg t6i vira t6 chirc mot bira t6i trang trong tai
nha d& d6n ti€p cic tham phén tir khap noi trén thé gidi.
Mot trong nhitng diéu vun vat nhat khi lam giang vién
ludt & Yale la ban c6 co hoi gip g& v6i nhimg nhan vit
dinh dadm — vai ngudi trong sé ho 1a nhimg luat gia néi
ti€ng nhit hién nay. Trong mudi nam trd lai day, hoi
nghj vé chu nghia hgp hién toan ciu cua Yale da dugc sy
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tham gia cua céc toa an tdi cao & hang loat cac qudc gia,
trong d6 c¢6 nugc My.

B¢ mua vui cho cdc quan khéch, ching t6i ¢3 mdi thay
gido day duong cim cua Sophia, Wei Yi Yang dén dé biéu
dién mét phan trong chuong trinh 6ng d3a chudn bj cho
Tuyén tdp Duong cdm Horowitzs7 ndi tiéng ¢ Yale. Wei Yi
da hao phéng dé xuit 1a ¢d hoc trd nho Sophia sé biéu dién
cung. D€ cho vui, thiy va tro c6 thé choi ban duy-és8 En
Bateau trich tir Petite Suite cua Debussys9.

T6i vb cling phan khich va cing thing véi ¥ tudng nay,
va luén miéng ung h$ Sophia, “Dimg bd 16 co hdi nay. Moi
viéc sé€ tuy thudc vao phan bi€u dién cua con. Cac thdm
phan khong dén New Haven d€ nghe mot budi trinh dién
cua hoc sinh phé théng dau. Néu con khong vurgt qua duge
ngudng hoan hao thi ¢6 nghia la chiing ta xic pham ho réi.
Gio thi di tdp dan &i va dimg c6 bo 16 ddy.” T6i doan la van
con chit it pham chit ctia ngudi me Trung Qudc trong toi.

57 Samoylovich Horowitz (1903 — 1989): Nghé sy duong cim ¢6 dién
ngudi My gbc Nga. Ky thuit, sic thai va sy sbi ddng trong 16i choi cua
Horowitz dugc coi 1 huygn thoai. Ong duge ton vinh 13 mét trong nhimg
nghé sy duong cim xuit ching cua thé ky XX.

58 Nguyén vin: Duet - Ban song tiu, con dugce goi 1a ban duy-é cho hat
hodc dan.

59 Achille-Claude Debussy (1862 — 1918): Nha soan nhac ngudt Phap ndi
tiéng nh4t trong trudng phai am nhac 4n tugng. Ong da d4 lai nhidu tac
ph&m kinh dién cho hiu thé&, chi y&u 1a cac ban giao hudng, nhac thinh
phong va cac ban solo cho dugng cam.
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Vai tuin sau d6 giéng nhu thé 1a mét cuge tap dugt lai [an
chay dua t&i Carnegie Hall, ngoai trit vi¢c bay gid Sophia hau
nhtr chi luyén mét minh. N&u nhu hoi trude, t6i sé ddm minh
vao cac ban nhac cua Sophia — Allegro Appassionato cua
Saint-Saénst, m¢t ban polonaise va Fantaisie Impromptu
cua Chopin - nhung thyc t€ thi Sophia ching cin t6i chit
nao nita hét. Con bé biét chinh x4c la né phai lam gi, va chi
thinh thoang t6i la 1én vai 161 phan nan tr nha bép hodc trén
tang. Trong khi d6, toi va Jed khuan hét ca d6 dac trong
phong khach ra ngoai, ngoai trir chiéc duong cam. Tai ty tay
lau chli san nha, va ching t6i thué nhimg chiéc ghé ngoéi du
cho ndm muoi vj quan khach.

Budi t6i hom bi€u dién, Sophia mic mot chiéc vay dai
mau do, va khi con bé budc ra cii chao khan gia, t6i dot
nhién kinh hai. T6i gan nhu déng cimg ca ngudi khi Sophia
choi ban polonaise. T6i khong thé thudng thirc duge Saint-
Saéns chut nao hét, mic du Sophia choi thit sy tuyét voi.
Ban nhac nay dugc choi vdi y nghia d€ giai tri thuan tay, va
t6i thi qua cang thang @€ thudng thic nd. Sophia co thé gilt
cho budi biéu dién sinh dong va ré rang khong? Con bé cd
luyén tap qua sirc va d6i tay noé co kiét sirc khong? Toi phai
ti bt minh khong dugce lac lu, di t6i &1 lui va ngin nga

6 Charles-Camille Saint-Saéns (1835 - 1921): Nha soan nhac ngudi
Phap theo trudng phai lang man, dng con 13 nghé sy duong cdm va ngudi
chi huy dan nhac. Nhitng tic phdm néi tiéng cia 6ng dugce nhidu ngudi
biét d&n nhu: Ban concerto s 2 danh cho duong cim, Ban concerto s§ 1
cho cello,...
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trong miéng nhu cai may, nhitng diéu ma téi van thudng
lam v&i cac con khi ching choi mét ban nhac khé.

Nhung khi Sophia choi d€n ban nhac cudi cling, khic
Fantaisie Impromptu cia Chopin, moi chuyén da thay doi.
Khong hiéu vi dau, sy cang thang cua t6i bién mit, co ham
gian ra, va tat ca nhirng gi t6i nghi dén 1a Sophia da nam
gilt dugc ban nhac nay. Khi con bé dimg day va chao khan
gia, trén guong mat nd la nu cudi rang rd, t6i nghi, dé
chinh la con gai cua t6i — n6 dang that hanh phuac; am nhac
da lam con bé hanh phic. Ngay titc khic t6i cam nhan siu
sic rang tat ca nhirng diéu nay that quy gia xiét bao.

Moi ngudi tung ho Sophia t&i ba Ian, va ngay sau d6, cac
tham phan — c¢6 nhiéu ngudi trong s§ do téi nguong mo tu
lau — khen nggi Sophia nhiét liét. Ngudi nay thi ndi la
Sophia choi that tuyét vai va c6 thé nghe Sophia choi dan
dugc ca dém. Ngudi khéc lai cho rang Sophia nén theo dudi
viéc choi duong cam chuyén nghiép, that 1a mét téi ac néu
bo phi mét tai ndng nhu vady. Va mot s6 dong cic thim
phan dang dang c6 con cai nhu t6i da nhimg cau hoi kiéu
nhu, “Chij ¢6 bi quyét gi vay? Chj ¢ nghi la ¢6 gi @6 ¢ van
héa gia dinh ngudi chau A ¢6 xu hudng san sinh ra rat
nhiéu nhimg tai ndng am nhac siéu pham nhu vay khong?”
Hoac la: “Néi cho t6i biét di: Sophia ty tap luyén vi c¢6 bé
yéu am nhac hay la vi chi da bat ¢6 bé vay? To6i khong thé
nao khién con céi luyén dan dugc qua muoi phit dau.” Va:

“Thé con co con gai kia cua chj thi sao? T6i nghe néi la co
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bé choi vi cAm xuit sic 1am kia ma. Liéu chang t6i co6 duge
L]
nghe tiéng dan cua ¢ bé [an sau khong?”
Téi noi véi ho 1a t6i dang vat 1on véi mot cudn sach vé
nhitng cau hoi 46, va téi sé gui cho ho mot ban sau khi
hoan thanh.

Trong thdi gian chudn bj buéi bi€u dién cua Sophia cho
cac tham phan, t6i dén Lulu tir mét san tennis khi ho ¢ gay
nao d6 & Connecticut, cich xa khoang mét gid xe.

“Me o1 me doan xem — con thang roi!”
“Thang cai gi ca?” t6i hoi lai.

“Vong dau loai”, Lulu tra loi.

“Thé la sao?”

“Con da thang dugc ba hiép, va con da danh bai hat
giong hang dau trong vong chung két. Co6 ta xép hang tha
60 ¢ New England dfy. Con khong tin néi 1a minh 43 ha
dugc co ta!”

Diéu nay lam t6i kinh ngac. Toi da ting choi tennis &
tudi thiéu nién, nhung chi 14 d€ cho vui véi moi ngudi trong
gia dinh hoac véi ban be & truong 16p. Khi 16n 1én, téi tha
vai cudc thi nhung nhanh chéng nhin ra la t6i khong thé
chiu dugc ap luc thi ddu. Chinh vi viy ma ching t6i bién né
thanh hoat d9ng trong nha, t6i va Jed tap cho ca Sophia va
Lulu choi tennis, nhung chung t6i ching bao gi¢ nudi hy
vong gi ca.
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“Con van choi ¢ hang nghiép du chi gi?” T6i hoi lai
*
Lulu. “Hang th&p nhat ay?”

“Vang”, Lulu vui vé tra 1oi. K€ tir khi t61 d€ cho né duge
lya chon, ching t6i hoa thuin hon rit nhiéu. Néi dau cua
toi dudng nhu @3 trg thanh ich lgi cho no, con con bé tré
nén kién nhan va vui vé hon nhiéu. “Nhung con dang cg dé
1én hang tiép theo thit nhanh. Con chéc la minh sé thit bai
théi, nhung con mudn ¢d géng cho vui.”

RO1, hoan toan bit ngd, Lulu bao, “Con thdy nhé dan
nhac lam ay.”

Trai qua hon sau tuan tiép &6, Lulu thang lién ti€p & ba
vong lign. O hai vong cudi, toi dén d€ xem Lulu choi. T6i 4n
tugng manh véi nhitng cd giao béng nhang lira khi Lulu thi
d&u: con bé da danh manh thé nao, né da tap trung ra sao,
va cich n6 khong chju thua cude nhu thé nao.

Khi Lulu cang gan dat dén dich cta minh thi sy canh
tranh cang khdc liét. O mot vong diu, Lulu bj thua mét co
bé 1é6n gap d6i Lulu. Khi Lulu réi san d4u, né chi mim cudi
va to ra hoa nha, nhung dén khi 1én xe, n6 néi véi toi, “Con
sé danh bai ¢6 ta trong [an téi. Gi¢ thi con chua du sic ~
nhung sé chéng théi.” Réi Lulu hoi t61 xem ligu né cbd thé
dang ky vao mot khoa hoc tennis nang cao khong.

O nhitng budi tap tiép @6, t6i thay Lulu luyén nhimg ¢t
ve trai vGi mot sy tdp trung va kién tri toi chua timg thiy ¢
né. Ngay sau d6, Lulu héi téi xem c¢6 moi bong duge cho
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Lulu @€ c6 thé luyén tp tiép tuc khong, va chung t6i da tap
thém ca tiéng dong ho nita. Trén dudng vé nha, khi t6i noi
v Lulu 14 ¢ ve trai cua nd tién bd thé€ nao, nd bao,
“Khéng, chua 6n d4u a. Van con rat té dy chir. Liéu ching ta
¢0 thé tap ti€p vao ngay mai khong a?”

T61 nhu thidm, con bé da tap cit lyc. Qua... manh liét
dy chu.

T6i ndi v6i hudn luyén vién cua Lulu, “Khéng c¢6 cach
nio d& Lulu c6 thé choi gioi that sy duge ding khéng? Y toi
la con bé d@ mugi ba tudi réi — nghia la d@ mugn mat
khoang mu¢i nam r6i.” Téi da nghe vé sy bung né cia cac
truong dao tao tennis cong suit cao, va lén bén tudi da heoc
vOl hudn luyén riéng réi. “Hon nira, con bé lai qué thép,
giong t6i.”

“Diéu quan trong la Lulu thich tennis thyc sy”, hudn
luyén vién néi, rat-My. “Va c6 bé c6 mét ky luét lao dong phi
thuong - t61 chua timg thdy mét ai tién trién nhanh nhir thé.
Mot ¢6 bé tuyét vai. Anh chi da hoan thanh xuit sic viée gido
duc ¢6 bé ddy. C6 bé chang bao gi¢ choi dubi 110% site luc
ca. Va lai con ludn lac quan va 1é phép nita chit.”

“Chi lai dua t6i r6i”, t6i néi. Nhung bit chip chinh ban
thén minh, tdm hon t6i han hoan vui suéng. C6 phai la cai quy
trinh chudn myc cua ngudi Trung Qudc lai van hanh roi
khong? Liéu c6 phai chi 1a do t6i da chon sai hoat dong cho
Lulu khoéng? Tennis cling duge kinh n€ diy chit — dau cb
giéng nhu tro bowling, Michael Chang chéng choi tennis 1a gi.
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To6i bat dau ting tée. Toi lam quen voi nhitng quy dinh
va tha tuc cua USTA® va hé thong x&p hang qudc gia. Toi
cling tim kiém nhimg hudn luyén vién va bat dau goi day do
cho nhiing 16p hoc vé tennis t6t nhit trong ving.

Mot bita, Lulu nghe 1om duge vé nhitng hoat ddng cua
t61, né hoi gang, “Me dang lam gi vay?” Khi t6i giai thich 1a
toi chi dang lam vai nghién ctu nho nho, con bé bit ngd
ciu nhédng 1én. “Dung, me oi — dirng!” né noi rat dir doi,
“Dung ¢6 1am hong moén tennis cua con nhir me da lam véi
vi cdm nira.”

biéu nay that dau don. T6i xep lép. Ngay hom sau t6i
thir Tan nira. “Lulu nay, ¢6 mét dia di€ém & Massachusetts...”
“Khong, me a — lam on dung lai ngay cho con nho”, Lulu
cat 1o1. “Con ¢6 thé€ lam viée nay mét minh. Con khong can
me phai dinh dang vao dau.”

“Lulu, viéc ching ta can lam la khai thac triét d€ sitc

manh cua con...”

“Me ai, di ldm réi. Con da nhin va nghe me giang giai
dén ca triéu Ian roi. Nhung con khéng mudn me kiém soat
cudc doi con nira.”

T6i nhin thing vao Lulu, quan sat né tir dau dén chan.
Moi ngudi déu noi la trong nd rét giong toi, d6 la diéu toi
rat thich nghe nhung con bé lai khang khing khéng thira

61 Viét tat cua United States Tennis Association: Lién doan Quén vgt My.
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nhin diéu d6. Hinh anh Lulu héi lén ba tudi ding ngoai
troi bat chap troi gia rét chot hién 1én trong tam tri t6i. Con
bé khong bao gi¢ chiu khuit phuc, t6i nhu tham, va sé luén
la nhu vay. Cho du c6 két thic thé nao, né cling s€ lam lén
diéu dang kinh ngac.

“Duge roi, Lulu, me c6 thé chidp nhan diéu d6”, toi noi.
“Hay xem me da linh hoat va thé tha thé nao? D€ thanh
cong & cudc ddi nay, con luén phai san sang thich ing. Me
thuc su gioi giang trong viéc d6, va con nén hoc tap me di.”

Nhung t6i khong thyc sy dau hang. T6i van chién ddu
mdc du da c6 nhitng thay d6i dang ké vé chién lugc. T6i tré
nén dé thoa hiép va coi md. Mot bita no, Lulu noéi vai toi la
nd con phai giam tdp dan di nira vi n6 mudn theo duéi
nhitng méi quan tdm khac, nhu la viét lach va “nang hang”.
Thay bang viéc chdn hong con, toi lai khuyén khich va
guong mau thuc hién. T6i thyce hién mot chién luge 1au dai.
Lulu ¢6 thé lam nhimg tro nhai khién cho moi nguoi cudi
nhu nac né, va trong khi luyén tip rao riét cho muyc tiéu
“nang hang” né duong nhu khong gidng mét ngudi Trung
Qudc nira, va d6i 13p hoan toan véi am nhac ¢4 dién. Nhung
t6i van nuéi dudng hy vong ngdm ngim rang Lulu sé khong
tir bo tinh yéu am nhac cua minh va mét ngay nao d6 — c6
thé sé¢m dén thoi — con bé sé cam tam tinh nguyén quay trd
lai v&1i vi cam.

Trong khi do, cac ngay cudi tuin, téi van dua Lulu téi

cac vong dau tennis va xem nd choi. Con bé wvira gia nhip
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vao d¢i thi d4u thé thao cia trudng trung hoc, cap duy nhat
¢ trudng hoc cho tré em thi d&u. Vi Lulu khing khing néi
rang né khong mudn nghe bat cr mot loi khuyén hay chi
trich nao tir toi nita, nén t6i da phai sir dung dén bién phap
gian diép va chién tranh du kich. T6i bi mat gieo giat nhimg
y nghi vao dau huén luyén vién cua Lulu, nhan tin cho ¢6 dy
nhitng cau hoi va cac chién lugce tap luyén, roi x6a sach cac
tin nhian d€ Lulu khong doc duge. Thi thoéﬁg, vao nhimg
lac Lulu b4t ngd nhét — lic dn sdng hodc lac tdi chic ngu
ngon chang han - t6i thinh linh hét 1én, “Xoay nhanh hon
khi d—;nh'nhﬁ‘ng ¢l v6-18!” hodc 1a “Pung c¢b di chuyén chan
phai khi danh ct giao bong ddy!” Va Lulu s€ bijt chat tai lai,
roi ching t6i sé tranh cai, nhung t6i van sé gui nhitng tin
nhan di, va t6i chic ring Lulu biét 13 téi ding.
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Gia dinh t6i nam 2010

@Z\ﬁng nguol tudi Ho s6i noi va cau tha, ho khong
nhin ra chinh ban than minh trugc hi€ém nguy. Nhung ho
lai nAm bat dugce kinh nghiém, thu duge nhitng nang lugng
mai va sie lye tuyét vai.

Toi bat tay vao viét cuén sach nay ngay 29 thang Sau
nam 2009, sau hém chung t6i tr nudc Nga tre vé. Toi
khong biét tai sao t6i lai lam nhu thé hay 1a cudn sach sé két
thiic thé nao, nhung cho du téi thudng hay gap trd ngai khi
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viét, thi lic d6 tir nglt ¢ thé tudn trao. Téi mat tam tuan dé
viét xong hai phén ba ctia cudn sach nay (moét phan ba cudi
cung thit 1a khé s¢.) T6i dua cho Jed va cic con xem tung
trang mot. “Chang ta cung viét cudn sach nay”, toi néi voi
Sophia va Lulu. Nhung ca hai ¢éu ndi rang, “Khong, ching
con khong viét. D6 la cubn sich ciia me, khdng phai cua
chiing ta dau me oi.”

“Du sao ching nira, con chic chin d6 1a vé me théi”,
Lulu thém vao.

Nhung khi thai gian tréi' qua, cac con t6i doc thém duge
chitng nao thi ching lai gép y thém vao chiung d6. Sy that
thi d6 1a mot liéu phap — mét khai niém phuong Tay, cac
con gai ggi nhéic t6i.

Trai qua nhiéu nam, t6i da quén rét nhiéu diéu, xdu cé
tot 6, va cac con gai cing Jed da gidp t6i nhd lai. D€ ¢d
géng rap ndi cac sy vigc vdi nhau, té1 dao xdi lai cac e-
mail c{, cac file trén may tinh, cic chuong trinh am nhac,
va ca album anh. Thudng thudng, t6i va Jed déu mét
nhoai v4i néi hoai nhé qué kh. Sophia dudng nhu wira
madi ¢on am ngua hém qua, thé ma gio thi chi con mét
nam nita thoi da vao trudng chuyén nghiép roi. Sophia va
Lulu thi chu yé&u la luyén ti€c khoang thoi gian ching da
xinh xan dén thé nao.

bung d€ t6i lac dé: Viét cudn sach nay chang dé chat
nao, cling giéng nhu nhimg diéu trong gia dinh t6i. Toi da
phai viét mét déng ban nhap, chinh sira khong ngimg dé

- 306 -



VI THANH

nh&n manh vao sy phan ddi cua cac con t6i. Toi két thic ma
b6 qua nhimg vin d& héc bua vé Jed, vi d6 s€ 1a mot cudn
sach khac, va cau chuyén thyc vé Jed sé duge ké. MGt vai
phén toi phai viét di viét lai dén muai hai [an truge khi ¢6
thé lam hai long ca Sophia va Lulu. Nhiéu Tan, mét trong
hai dita doc duge ban nhap mét chuong nao diy, roi dot
nhién khéc oa 1én va lao bén ra ngoai. Ho#c t6i nhan duge
mot ciu cyt ngun, “Nghe hay d4y me a, rit buon cugi. Con
chi khong biét 1a me dang viét vé ai théi. Dat khoat la
khong phai gia dinh ching ta ro6i.”

Cé Tan thi Lulu thét 1&n, “Oi, khong! Con chic minh la
Pushkin, mét ké ngdc nghéch phai khéng? Con Sophia la
Coco, lanh lgi va hoc duge moi thir chir gi?” T6i lai phai chi
ra 1a Coco khong sang lang cling ching thé hoc duge tit ca
moi diéu. T6i qua quyét voi cac con 1a 1 ché khong phai la
phép an duy vé chung. “Vay muc dich dua ching ra lam gi
a?” Sophia héi, rat logic. “Tai sao ching lai xuit hién trong
cudn sach?”

“Me ciing khong biét nita”, t6i thira nhin. “Nhung me
biét r6 1a ching rit quan trong. C6 gi d6 von di 43 bit
thudng vé mét ngudi me Trung Qudc nudi ché ma.”

Mot Ian khac thi Lulu phan nan, “Con thiy me cudng
diéu sy khac biét gitra con va chj Sophia d€ lam cho cudn
sach tha vj. Me bién con thanh nhu mét thiéu nién My
néi loan dién hinh 4y, ma con c6 giong thé€ dau.” Trong
khi d6, Sophia chi néi, “Con nghi me di lam dju Lulu di
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bao nhiéu. Me da khic hoa em iy thanh nhu mét thién
than vay.”

Hién nhién 14 ca hai ¢6 con gai déu cam thdy cudn sach
nay lira bip chiing it nhiéu. “R6 rang la me danh cudn sach
nay cho Lulu”, ¢6 Tan Sophia hao hiép noi. “Em iy khién
ddc gia mé thich r6 r6i. Con 1a mét ngudi té nhat ma ngudi
doc chi khich 1 théi. Em 4y 1a nhan vat song dong va
huénh hoang r6i.” Con Lulu thi: “Cé thé me nén goi cudn
sach nay 13 Ngudi con Hoan hdo va Con Quy An thit
nguot roi. Hay la Tai sao con lén lai gioi giang hon. Thé
c6 phai chinh xac hon khéng?”

R6i mua hé qua di, cac con gai khdng nging mé nheo
to1, “Roi cudn sach sé két thac thé nao ha me? Liéu két thac
c6 hdau khong a?”

To1 ludn ludn tra 1oi ki€u nhu, “biéu d6 tuy thude vao
cdc con ddy. Nhung me chic rang sé 1a bi kich théi.”

M4y thang trdi qua, nhung t6i khong thé€ nao tim ra
dugec cai két cho cubn sach. C6 lan, toi chay bé lai phia cac
con, “Me da thdy roi! Me da tim ra cai két cho cudn sach.”

Ca hai déu phdn khich, “Két thic th€ nao ha me?”
Sophia hoi, “Me dinh sé thé nao a?”

“Me quyét dinh s€ ing h$ phuong phap két hgp”, t6i néi.
“Nhitng diéu tot dep nhit cua ca hai nén van hoda. Theo
c4ch cua ngudi Trung Qudc cho d€n ndm con cai mudi tdm

tudi, dé phat trién sy tin tudng va gia trj hoan hao, roi sau
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d6 theo cach cua phuong Tay. Moi ca nhan déu tim dugce 16i
di riéng cua minh”, t6i thém vao ddy can dam.

“Sao co — dén tdn mudi tAm tudi 4y a?” Sophia hoi. “Do
dau phai la phuong phap két hgp. Chi ¢6 cach nuoéi day cia
ngudi Trung Qudc trong sudt thai tho du ddy chira.”

“Me nghi 1a con da di qua sau vao chuyén mon roi day
Sophia a.”

Tuy nhién, t6i quay trd lai tdim bang vé. T6i khoanh
thém nhiéu vong tron, bé di nhimg k& hoach v6 dung.
Cubi cung, mt hom - thue sy 1a ngay hom qua — t6i da
hoi cac con t6i xem chiing nghi nén d€ cu6n sach két thic
thé nao.

“0”, Sophia néi, “me dang c6 ging néi ra sy that trong
cudn sach nay hay chi can 1a mét cau chuyén hay ho tho6i?”

“Sy that”, toi tra loi.

“Dieu d6 that kho khin, bai vi thyc t&€ da thay d6i”,
Sophia noi.

“Khong vdn dé gi dau”, toi tra 1oi. “Me da c6 mot ky e
tuyét vai.”

“Thé tai sao lic nao me cling mudn sira lai phan két lam
gi?” Sophia hoi.

“Vi me khong biét minh muén néi gi nira”, Lulu tra loi
thay t6i.
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“Me khong thé nao ndi ra duge toan b su that”, Sophia
bao, “Me da bd qua qua nhiéu tinh hudng thyc t€ Nhung
diéu d6 déng nghia vdi viéc khong ai ¢6 thé thye sy hiéu
dugce van dé. Vi dy nhu moi nguoi sé nghi con chiu khuit
phuc phuong phap nudi day con cai ki€u Trung Qudc,
nhung dau phai 14 nhu vdy. Con da theo duéi no, bang lya
chon cua chinh con.”

“Nhung khi ching ta con nhé thi ¢6 nhu vay dau”, Lulu
ndi, “Me chang bao gid cho chung ta lya chon gi khi con bé

ca. Trirkhi 13, ‘Con mudn luyén sau hay nam tiéng nao?”

“Lua chon ... Me ty héi liéu d6 c6 phai chinh 1a diéu
khién cho mei tht dao 16n”, t6i néi. “Nguoi phuong Tay
tin vao lya chon, con ngusi Trung Quéc thi khong. Me
thudng cuoi Popo vi da dé€ ké, khdéng quan tam dén viéc
bd cac con khéng choi vi cdm. Vi bo da khong chon no.
Nhung bay gi¢, Lulu oi, me tu hoi diéu gi sé xay ra néu
me khong bat con di biéu dién d& vao Juilliard hay la
Juyén tap qua nhiéu moéi ngay. Ai ma biét duge nhi? Co
th€ con s€ van yéu thich vi cam. Hay la diéu gi sé xay ra
néu me d€ con lra chon nhac cu cho chinh minh? Hay la
khong chon nhac cu nao ca? Cudi cung, bd cac con sé lam
tat ca sang to.”

“Dimg ¢6 budn cudi thé nira me 01”, Lulu noi. “T4t nhién
14 con van vui vi me da bét con choi vi cam”.

“0, diing thé’ Xin chio ngai Jekyll! Ngai Hyde & dau a?”
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“Khéng — con khong cb y d6”, Lulu dap 1oi. “Con sé ludn
ludn yéu vi cAm. Tham chi con van vui khi me bét con kho
luyén cho céc buéi trinh dién. Va hoc tiéng Trung hai tiéng
modi ngay.”

“Nghiém tac ddy?” Téi hoi con.

“Di nhién r6i”, Lulu gat dau.

“Thyec sy 14 nhu vay!” T6i néi. “Bai vi khi suy nghi vé né,
me van cho rang d6 1a nhimg lya chon tuyét vai ma ching ta
da lam, cho du tit ca moi nguoi déu lo ling rang con va
Sophia s€ phai chju nhimg tén thuong lau dai vé mét tam ly.
Nhu con biét ddy, cang nghi vé diéu 46, me cang gidn dir
hon. T4t ca nhimg 6ng bd ba me phuong Tdy déu dimg vé
mdt phe trong viéc chon tha gi 1a t6t va thit gi la khong tot
cho con cai — me khong chic la ho c6 dua ra lya chon nao
khong nita. Ho chi lam diéu ma t4t ca nhiing nguoi khac déu
lam. Ho cling khong thic mic vé bat ¢ diéu gi ca, d6 la
nhimg gi ma nguoi phuong Tay cho 1a ho rat gidi giang. Ho
chi viéc nhai di nhai lai nhitng diéu nhu ‘Ban phai dé cho con
cai minh dugc ty do theo dudi dam mé cua ching’ khi ro
rang la céi tht ‘dam mé” d6 hoa ra chi 1a viéc lugn 1& trén
Facebook mudi-ti€ng mai ngay, hoan toan vd bd va &n tét ca
nhimg mon d6 hop khung khiép khiac — Me dang ndi véi con
la dat nude nay roi s€ xudng doc théi! Ching ai ngac nhién
khi cac bdc cha me phuong Tay bj ném vao trai dudng lio lic
vé gia hét! Cac con tir t€ hon thi dimg vitt me vao véi ho. Va

me cling khong muén néi vé vian dé nay thém nita.”
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“Binh tinh nao me o1”, Lulu kéu lén.

“Khi con cai ho thit bai trong viéc gi d6, thay vi bao
chiing lam viéc chdm chi hon, thi diéu dau tién cac bac phy
mau phuong Tay lam 1a dem ra kién cao!”

“Chinh xic thi me dang néi vé ai ddy a?” Sophia hoi.
“Con chang biét 6ng b6 ba me phuong Tay nao kién céo
nhu vay ca.”

“Me khong dinh nai lung ra d€ stra chira lai cho dang cac
quy dinh ctua xa hdi phuong Tay hién nhién la ngu xuin. Va
tham chi chang ¢6 ngudn goc lich st nao. Nguén goc cua
Ngay vui choi 13 gi nao? Cac con c¢6 nghi la Nhimg ngudi
Sang 14p cua ching ta c6 nhimg tiéc ngu qua déms2 khong?
Me thyc long nghi Nhimg nguoi Sang lap nude My co
nhimg gi4 tri Trung Qudc ddy.”

“Con ghét ngat 16i me, nhung me oi...”

“Ben Franklin néi ring, ‘Néu ngudi yéu cudc séng, dirng
bao gi¢, ding bao gi¢ phi pham thdi gian.” Thomas
Jefferson thi néi, “T6i la mét tin d6 cudng tin vao may man,
va cang lam viéc miét mai toi cang c¢6 duge nhiéu hon.” Con

Alexander Hamilton néi rang, ‘Ding tré thanh mét ngudi

62 Nguyén van: Sleepover, con duge goi la tiéc ngu, 1a mot bira tiéc
thuong duge t6 chie cho tré con hodc cic thiéu nién ma cac khach maoi
dén dy sé ¢ lai qua dém & nha ban, thinh thoang thi € chiic mimg sinh
nhit hodc nhan dip ky niém dic biét nao dé.
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than van.” T4t ca d8u la cach suy nghi ctia ngudi Trung
Qudc hét day.”

“Me o1, néu Nhitng ngudi Sang lap nghi nhu vy, thi do
la mét cach suy nghi cua ngudi My”, Sophia néi. “Hon nira,
con nghi me ¢6 thé da trich dan sai réi a.”

“Hay chi ra xem nao.” T6i thach Sophia.

Gio day, em gai Katrin cta t6i dang lam mei vige t6t
hon. Cugc song ro rang la da that kho khan véi em 104,
nhung Katrin da tai qua nan khoi, nhung em t6i la m¢t anh
hung, da chiu dung mei diéu véi long khoan dung, nghién
cltu sudt ngay dém, viét hét bai bao nay dén bai bao khac,
va tidn dung t6i da thoi gian dé€ vui cung con cai.

Toi thudng tu hoi bai hoc it ra duge tir bénh tit cua
Katrin la gi. Trong cudc sdng ngin ngui va mong manh nay,
hin rang méi ngudi trong sd chung ta déu ¢ gang hét sitc
qua tung hoi thg, ¢ ting gidy phut phu du nay. Nhung ¢ y
nghia gi khi séng m¢t dgi séng da qua no du?

T4t ca chiing ta roi s€ chét. Nhung n6 dén bang cach nao
kia? Du c6 thé nao, t6i da vira néi vgi Jed rang t6i mudn ¢
mot con cho nira.
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T61 mudn giti 1§61 cam on téi rat nhiéu ngudi:

Cha me cua t6i — khéng mgt ai tin vao t6i nita, toi luén
kinh trong va biét on b8 me siu sic.

Sophia va Louisa, ngudn hanh phic, néi tir hao va niém
vui suéng 16n lao nhat cuge doi toi.

Nhitng ¢6 em géi phi thudng cia t6i, Michelle, Katrin,
va Cindy.

Va hon tat ca 14 chong tdi, Jed Rubenfeld, ngudi da doc
timg ciu chit t6i viét trong sudt hai muoi nham nam qua.
T6i 48 may méan v6 cing khi duge anh ay d6i xir bang ca
long 6t va tai nang cua minh.

Em ré Or Gozani va cic chiu trai chau gai Amalia,
Dimitri, Diana, Jake, va Ella.

Nhiing ban be thin mén duéi day, nhimg ngudi da dua
ra nhimg 161 binh ludn siu séc, nhitng cudc tranh ci sdi noi,
va sy ung h vb gia: Alexis Contant va Jordan Smoller,
Sylvia va Walter Austerer, Susan va Paul Fiedler, Marina
Santilli, Anne Dailey, Jennifer Brown (d€ to ra “khiém tén”!)

Nancy Greenberg, Anne Tofflemire, Sarah Bilston va

Daniel Markovits, vd Kathleen Brown-Dorato va Alex
Dorato.
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bong thoi cling gt 101 cam on td1 Elizabeth Alexander,
Barbara Rosen, Roger Spottiswoode, Emily Bazelon, Linda
Burt, va Annie Witt vi sir khich 1€ 16n lao cua ho.

Tat ca nhing ngudi da truyén tinh yéu 4m nhac t&i
Sophia va Lulu, gdm: Michelle Zingale, Car] Shugart, Fiona
Murray, Jody Rowitsch, va Alexis Zingale cula
Neighborhood Music School; huyén thoai Richard Brooks
thugc Norwalk Youth Symphony; Annette Chang Barger,
Ying Ying Ho, Yu-ting Huang, Nancy Jin, Kiwon Nahm, va
Alexandra Newman; nhitng ngudi dic biét Naoko Tanaka
va Almita Vamos; va nhit 1a ngudi ban t6t cia t6i, tai ning
c6 m{t khong hai Wei-Yi Yang.

Nhiing gido vién tuyét vdi, thong minh, tin tim cua
Sophia va Lulu ¢ trudng Foote, dic biét la Judy
Cuthbertson va Cliff Sahlin. Trong linh vyc tennis: Alex
Dorato, Christian Appleman, va Stacia Fonseca.

Nhiilng sinh vién ctta téi: Jacqueline Esai, Ronan
Farrow, Sue Guan, Stephanie Lee, Jim Ligtenberg, Justin
Lo, Peter McElligott, Luke Norris, Amelia Rawls, Nabiha
Syed, va Elina Tetelbaum.

Cubi cling, nhitng 11 cam on chin thianh nhat cua toi
danh cho Tina Bennett tuyét vdi, ngudi dai dién dang tin
ciy, va tdi bién tap vién kiém chu biit sing suét va gian di
Ann Godoff.

-315-



Chu thich

Nhimg doan mo ta tinh cach vé ngudi tudi HE duge trich theo
Murgi hai Con gidp clia ngudi Trung Quéc tit trang Chinese Zodiac:
Tiger, http:// pages.infinit.net/garrick/chinese/tiger.html
(18/12/20009), va Chinese Zodiac: Tiger,
http://www.chinesezodiac.com/tiger.php (18/12/2009).

Chwong 1: Ngwdi me Trung Quéc

Cac s6 lidu duge trich dan tir cace nghién citu sau: Ruth K.
Chao, Chinese and European American Mothers’ Beliefs About
the Role of Parenting in Children’s School Success (tam dich:
Nhitng hiéu biét ctia c4c ba me Trung Qudc va Au-My vé vai tro
clia nudi day con cai véi thanh cong cla tré & trudng hoc),
Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology (Tap chi Tam 1y hoc vé
Cross-Cultural) s6 27 (1996): 403—23; Paul E. Jose, Carol S.
Huntsinger, Phillip R. Huntsinger, va Fong-Ruey Liaw, Parental
Values and Practices Relevant to Young Children’s Social
Development in Taiwan and the United States (tam dich: Cac gia
tri va thye tién nudi day con céi lién quan tdi sy phat trién xa hoi
cta gidi tré tai Dai Loan va Hoa KY), Journal of Cross-Cultural
Psychology 31 (2000): 677—702; va Parminder Parmar, Teacher
or Playmate? Asian Immigrant and Euro-American Parents’
Participation in Their Young Children’s Daily Activities (tam
dich: Gi4o vién hay Dong d6i? Sy tham gia cia cac bac cha me

_316_



CHU THICH

chau A nhap cu va Au-My vao cac hoat dong thudng ngay cua con
tré), Social Behavior and Personality (Tinh cach va Ung xi xa
h¢i) s6 36 (2) (2008): 163-76.

Chwong 3: Louisa

Bai hat nhac déng qué trich dan la bai Wild One cia Jaime Kyle,
Pat Bunch, va Will Rambeaux. Tinh cach theo Mudi hai con gidp cua
Trung Qude trich tir trang web: Monkey Facts (Su thét vé ngudi tudi
Khi) - http://www.chineseinkdesign.com/Chinese-Zodiac-

Monkey.html (18/12/2009); The Pig/Boar Personality (Tinh
cach ngudi tudi Hot) http://
www.chinavoc.com/zodiac/pig/person.asp (18/12/2009); va
“Chinese Zodiac: Tiger,”
http://pages.infinit.net/garrick/chinese/tiger.html (18/12/2009).

Chwong 5: Gia toc suy vong

Mot nghién citu sang to vé “nhitng ngudi me 4m nhac” chiu A,
tham khao Grace Wang, Interlopers in the Realm of High
Culture: Music Moms and the Performance of Asian and Asian
American Identities (tam djch: Nhimg ké xam lugc vao Linh vue
Vin hoa Dinh cao: Nhitng ngudi me Am nhac va Bigu dién cua
Nhimg nhén dang chau Ava My - A, American Quarterly 61(4)
(2009): 881—903.

Chwong 7: Me hd may mén

Néu ban mudn t6i ¢6 mot birc anh cudi dep han, t6i hoan toan
¢6 thé cung cip cho ban. Téi ¢6 mgt thg chup anh chyp lai nhitng
bitc anh trong album cua téi va xir Iy né. Nhung hy vong 1a btte
kém theo d6 da 6n — mot bire hai bi md ¢d 1€ 6n hon véi cc thé
loai nay (thdm chi c6 thé vi ¢6 tinh nita diy).

Chwong 8: Nhac cu cua Lulu

Brent Hugh, Claude Debussy and the Javanese Gamelan
(Claude Debussy va Gamelan/Am nhac ciia ngudi Ja-va) tai
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http://bren thugh.com/debnotes/debussy-gamelan.pdf
(12/12/2009) (ban chinh ctia budi bi€u dién tai truéng Dai hoc
Missouri — thanh phé Kansas, ndm 1998).

Chwong 9: Vi cdm

Lam thé nao d€ gilt ciy vi cim dang cach, xem Carl Flesch,
The Art of Violin Playing, Book One, (Nghé thuat chai vi cam,
Quyén Mot), Eric Rosenblith (New York: Carl Fischer, 2000), 3..

Chwong 12: Cadenza

Nhitng ngudi chau A ditng du cac trudng Am nhac:

Dan dau cac trudng va linh vige am nhac, ngudi chau A va
ngudi My géc A chiém tir 30 dén 50% s& sinh vién. Con s& nay
thudng cao hon & cdp Pre-College. Tai cic chuong trinh dugce
danh gia cao nhu Juilliard Pre-College thi s6 hoc vién nguoi
chau A va ngudi My géc A chiém d&n mét nira; hai nhém 16n
nhat dai dién la cac sinh vién Trung Qudc va Han Qudc thudng
hoc vi ¢cam ho#c duong cim.

Grace Wang, da dan, American Quarterly 61(4) (2009): 882.

Chwong 13: Coco

Xép hang cua Tién sy Stanley Coren, xem The Intelligence of
Dogs (Tri thong minh cua loai chd) tai http://petrix.com/dogint/
(24/7/2009). Cac ngudn khac trich dan tai: Michael D. Jones,
Samoyeds Breed—FAQ (Dong Samoy) (1997), tai http://www
fags.org/fags/dogs-faq/breeds/samoyeds/ (21/7/2009); va
Snow Angels Samoyeds (Thién thin tuyét tring dong Samoy)
The Samoyed Dog:A Short History, (Gidong ch6 Samoy: Lich sir
tom tat) tai http://
www.snowangelssamoyeds.com/The_Samoyed.html
(21/7/2009).
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SOPHIA CHUA-RUBENFELD
Mandy Stadtmiller ghi, ddng trén New York Post

Me da bi chi trich rat nhiéu tir khi cho xuat ban hdi ky Khic
chién ca cia Mg H6. Van dé |a moi nguwdi khdng nhan ra sy hai
huwde clia me. Moi ngwdi nghi rang me Iic nao ciing nghiém trong
va ho nghi réng Lulu va con bj tran ap b&i mét ngudi me déc doan.
Diéu d6 chdng dung chat nao hét. Vao thir Nam hang tudn, me lai
ndi 1dng quy dinh va dé bon con choi trd choi toan hoc & dwéi ting
ham ma.

Nhung su that @6 khéng phai 16i cia ho. Khang mét nguei
ngoai nao cé thé biét bén trong gia dinh minh thé nao. Ho khéng
nghe thay chung ta da cwoi pha 1én treéc nhizng cau chuyén hai
hwéc clia nhau. Ho khong thdy ching ta an banh hamburger véi
com chién. Ho khang biét sau chung ta - tinh ca hai cha ché - da
vui vé thé nao khi chen chuc trén mét chiéc giwdng va ban luan
xem nén tai b phim nao tir Netflix vé.

Con phai cong nhan mot diéu: La con cla me nghia la sé
khéng c¢é nhirng budi tiéc tra. Da cé nhirng budi tu tap ma con
mudn téi va c6 nhirng trai hé vé dwong cAm ma con wdc sao cod
thé bdé qua. Nhung bdi vi con da 18 tudi va chuan bj réi hang H,
con rat hanh dién vé cach ma me va ba da nuéi nang chung con.
Va day la ly do.
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C6 rat nhiéu ngudi d6 18i cho me d& nudi day nhirng dira-tré-
ngudi-may, khéng thé nao tw lo l&ng cho ban than. Diéu nay that
nwe cwdi, vi con nght nhitng ngudi ndy... ivm, diéu ndy khéng
quan trong. DU sao di nira, con da suy nghi vé viéc nay hiéu réng:
Chinh su giao duc nghiém khac cla cha me khién con tré nén tw
lap hon. Lac dau, con quyét dinh tré thanh mét dira con dé bao.
C6 thé con da hoc duoc tir ba — ba day con cach khong quan tam
t6i nguei khac nght gi va dua ra quyét dinh cla riéng minh -
nhwng con da ty quyét dinh viéc minh sé tré thanh ngudi nhuw thé
nao. Con da khéng phan khang va ciing khéng phai chiu dung tat
ca nhirng van dé va su chi trich cia H& Me. GAn day con d3 c6 thé
lam nhitng viéc con muén nhu la xay nha kinh & trung tadm thanh
phé, chi trich Daft Punk’ véi Lulu trong xe 6 t6 va ddi ban trai con
clng xem di xem lai bd phim “Chua té cla nhitrng chiéc nhan” -
mién 12 luc Ay con da luyén dan xong.

T4t ca moi ngudi déu noi vé nhirng tAm thiép sinh nhat ma bon
con da [am tang me va bi me tir chéi vi chung khong dep. That
budn cuwdi khi tAt cd déu cho rdng con va Lulu sé bi tbn thwong
subt cudc dei. Co thé con da danh ca trai tim minh vao dé, c6 thé
con da rét budn... Nhung, hay nhin thing vao sw that: TAm thiép
d6 that méng manh va chung con da sai. Con chi méat cé 30 giay
dé 1am né; con tham chi da khéng got séc but chi. D6 1a ly do khi
me tir chbi tAm thiép, con khéng c6 cdm giac me tir chéi tm long
clia con. Néu con thuc su ¢ gang hét stkc minh dé 13m, han me
da khdng trd no lai.

Con van nh& khi con buwéc 1én san khdu trong mét cudc thi.
Con da rat cang thdng va me d& thi thdm vao tai con: “Soso, con
da luyén tap cham chi hét mic cé thé. Con trinh dién thé nao
khong phai ta van dé quan trong na.”

Moi ngudi déu nght rdng nghé thuat chi la xuét than. Nhung
Hb Me da cho con thay ngay ca sang tao ciing can dén su né luc

' Daft Punk: mét ban nhac dién ti gbm hai nhac si ngudi Phap 1d Guy-Manuel de Homem-
Christo va Thomas Bangalter.
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khéng ngirng. Con doan rang con c6 hoi khac so voi ban bé
dbng trang Ira & trwdng nhung ai dam néi d6 1a diéu khong tét?
Co thé con |a dia tré may mén khi cé nhirng ngudi ban tuyét voi.
Cac ban dé vao ba 16 con nhitng manh gidy “Chuc may man cho
cudc thi ngady mai nhé! Ban sé rat tuyét day!” Cac ban dén budi
trinh dién clia con ~ phan I&n la vi nhitng chiéc banh bao ma me
s€ dai sau d6 — va con bat khéc khi nghe ho hé vang “CH len” &
Carnegie Hall.

Khi con Ién cép ba, me nhan ra rang da t&i lic dé con trwéng
thanh thém chat ni¥a. Tt cd nhing n¥ sinh déu trang diém vao
nam Iép chin. Con da téi CVS dé mua mét sb db va tw hoc cach
trang diém cho ban than. D6 khéng phai la mét van dé Ién. Me da
rat ngac nhién khi con ké mét khi xubng nha &n téi, nhung me
khéng phién Idng. Me da dé con c6 dwoc nghi lé trwdng thanh Ay.

Con cling nghe moi ngudi chi trich rdng me da cd xUy cho cach
hoc phién dién, nhung me va ba da day con cach theo dudi tri thire
vi lgi ich dich thwe clda nd. Trong nam th hai & tredng trung hoc,
con da ty dang ky mén lich s& quan sy (vang, me da dé con chon
rat nhiéu mén hoc ngoai toan va ly). Mét trong nhi*rng nhiém vu cla
ching con la phong van mét ngudi da teng di qua chién tranh.
Con biét rang con c6 thé dat diém cao néu con phdng van 6ng ba
ngoai, khai thac nhiing cau chuyén vé Chién tranh thé gi¢i Il ma
thoi tho &u con da nghe di nghelai rdt nhiéu 1an. Con néi chuyén
4y voi me va me khuyén rang, “Sophia, day 13 co hdi tét dé tim
hiéu nhirng diéu méi. Con dang chon moét 16i di qua dé dang”. Me
da ding, H5 Me cuia con. Cubi ciing con da phdng van mét nguoi
linh nhay du Israel rat dang s va cau chuyén cuta chu ay da lam
thay dbi cai nhin cla con véi cudc ddi. Nhd c6 me ma con ¢b
duwoc trai nghiém ay.

Coén diéu nay niva: Con nghi rang ham muén c6 mét cudc séng
y nghfa la ham mudn chung cla tat ca moi ngudi. Doi voi mét sb
ngudi do fa lam viéc dé di t¢i dich. V&i mét sb ngudi khac d6 la
tan hwdng cudc sdng tieng phit méi ngay. Vay [am thé nao dé
séng tron ven nhat? Rat cé thé d6 la lam viéc cat lwc dé gianh giai



KHOC CHIEN cA cUA ME HS

Nobel hay di nhdy du. Béi véi con, thanh qua hay sy ty hai ldng
déu khéng quan trong. Quan trong & chd ta biét ring da diy ban
than, ca thé xac va tinh than téi giéi han cla kha nang. Ta cam
thdy diéu d6 khi chay nwéc rit, khi ban dan d3 tap nhiéu gier déng
hd cubi cung cing vang lén ddy séng dong. Ta cadm thdy diéu dé
khi vp phai mét y tudng thay ddi cudc ddi; va khi ta lam didu gi d6
cho rieng minh ma ta nghi rdng minh khdng bao gi¢r c6 thé. Néu
ngay mai phai chao biét cudc doi, con sé ra di véi y nght rdng con
da séng 110 phan tram cudc d&i minh.

Va con phai cdm on me vé didu nay, H6 Me cua con.
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Cha me giot, con théng minh

Vé&i sy gilip d& cta Tién s Shure, ban sé hoc dwoc cach

thuc dé:

> Trd thanh nhirng bac cha me gidi gilip con tré hiéu
duoc chung nén lam gi, chir khéng phai phan &ng
theo cam tinh.

» Thay ddi thai do cua con tré tir ryt ré, fo lang, s¢ hai
hay budng binh tré¢ nén hgp tac hon, c&i me hon va
sé dugc trang bj tét hon dé ddi mat véi nhirng ric rbi.

» Xay dyng méi trudng cdi mé trong gia dinh dé con
tré cam thay thoai mai khi tam sy véi cha me nhirng
rac réi cla chang.

De con han trd thanh nha vé dich

M@t quy trinh thiét thure va hiéu qua hudng dan ban cach 1én
chuong trinh cho con tham gia cac hoat déng ngoai khod,
tao cdm hirng cho con va gidp con thanh cong & bét cir finh
virc nao. Cac hoat déng nay khéng nhitng khong anh hwdng
dén viéc hoc tap cua tré ma, nguoc lai, khién tré quay lai véi
hoc tap bang sy hdm hd va ldng quyét tam. Bi quyét cua
phuong phap Wayne la: bién tat ¢a thanh trd vui! Cudn sach
néu ra ddy dd va cy thé nhi*ng gi cha me nén va khang nén
néi véi tré, cach phan wng va cung tré rut kinh nghiém tredc
that bai, cach day tré biét 1ong nhiét huyét va si tién bd
quan trong hon diém sb...

Loi vang cia bo

Cubn sach 1a bang chirng cho viéc cong nghé théng tin hién
dai khong khién cho cha me va con cai cach biét, ma no da
san bang nhirng khoang tréng con chua dugc hiéu hét vé
nhau trong mdi quan hé d6. Ddng thdi, cubn sach con la cay
cBu ndi van hoa ra thé gi¢i bén ngoai, ¢ thé, qua d6 sé co
nhiéu cap cha-con hiéu nhau hon.

Nhi*ng ngudi lam sach mudn nhin nhl dén ban doc tré tudi
rang khi suy xét moi vAn dé trong cudc séng, hay st dung

. nhan quan trung thirc. Ban phai [am viéc cham chi, nd luc
khéng ngirng, 14ng nghe va suy nghi, trung thirc va tan tam,
quan sat cAn than moi thir xung quanh, va déi xir tir té véi
nhirng ngudi xirng dang duec nhu thé,
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AMY CHUA

Sinh ndm 1962, nim Nhim Dén, tai
Champaign, bang Illinois, Hoa Ky, trong
moét gia dinh Trung Quéc c6 ngudn gbe &
Phiic Kién - noi ndi tiéng san sinh ra cac
hoc gid va nha khoa hoc, ba da dugc gido
duc hét strc nghiém khic.

Ba 16t nghiép Dai hoc Harvard, hién 1a
gidng vién Ludt tai Truong Lujt Yale,

Ba ciing 1 tA¢ gia cta hai cudn sach nbi

tiéng: World on fire, va Day of Empire.




ALPHA & ©mEeca

Dé con cai tqanh dat, cha rrae phéi hanh ha chiing!
Véiludn cir (iuqc trinh bdy trong tac pham t&i nbat ctia minh, Amy Chua
gén nhu dorn%doc chéng lai : ca Ty ban ciu, nioi ba sinh ra, 16n 1én va chiém
mdt vi tri thahh corig dang ghen ti.
Cén nhéc mém ring Khie chién ca cia Me Hd khong phai Ja mjt cubn
cim nang day con, ma tée gi clia n6 — mt nir gido su & dai hoc luit Yale
danh tiéng — chi thuat lai trong ng6tnghét 300 trang sach nhimg gi ba nhén
durge tir cha me rdi hém n'ay dem ra 4p dung mét cach thanh cdng (?) & hai
con gaiminh, . —
Pung hay sai—cau tra 1oi ahn_ghgzngs&g@;, vi diém s6 nhiéu khi khdng néi
16n tht c4. Nhung dit sag Lm cliny .en b thi gidr ling nghe khiic chién ca clia
hd me Amy Ghus. ] 1
{ — L& Quang
|
!

“Cubdn sdch nay duoc ky ﬁong tré thank cad chuyén vé cdch nhitng 6ng hé
ba me Trung, Quoc day dé con cdi t8t hom c&c bdc cha me phuong Tay thé
ndo. {

Nhung thay yao do, no lai la xung dojt cay ddng gitta cdc nén van héa,

huwong vi phu du cua danh vong, va toi da ]?hal nhiin minh thé néo trade
mét diza tré muoi ba tudi....”—AmyChua |
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