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ddiChicuNNAN AL

NGUOI LANG PAU QUY
(Trong ngodc la s& tudi ciia nhan vat tinh d€n thang 8/1955)

1. Nha Yura (ngh€ nong, hiéu hang hii)

e Utaro, tién cha, da chét.

e Atsuko (57 tuoi), vor Utaro.

* Joko (82 tuoi), me Utaro.

e Toshiro (33 tuoi), con trai Utaro.
¢ Eiko, vo’ Toshiro.

* Yasuko (22 tuoi), con gai Utaro.

2. Nha Nire (ngh€ trong nho, hi€u hang can)

* Nihei, tién chu, da chét.

 Kahei (59 tuoi), dwong cht, con trai Nihei.

* Naohei (35 tudi), con trai ca Kahei.

* Michiko, vor Naohei.

« Katsuhei, con trai thir Kahei, hoi tredng hoi thanh nién lang.
* Fumiko (22 tudi), con gai ut Kahei.

3. Nha Bessho (ngh€ ren, hi€u hang khoa)

* Ryota.

* Matsuko (79 tudi) vor Ryota.

* Tatsuzo (44 tuoi), con trai Ryota.
e Goro, con trai Tatsuzo.

* Harue (39 tuoi), con géi Ryota.
* Chieko/Ozora Yukari (22 tuoi), con gai Harue.
* Onda Ikuzo, nhan tinh ctia Harue.



» Kusakabe Koreya (50-56 tudi), quan ly cua Yukari.

4. Nha Tatara (quan cai)

» Kazuyoshi/Hoan (~75 tudi), dwong chu.
* Rin (58 tudi), vor thir nim cia Hoan.

5. Nha Aoike (chii nha tim Nwéc néng Kame)

* Genjio, da chét.

* Rika (47 tudi), vor Genjiro.

» Kanao (25 tu0i), con trai Rika, hoi pho hoi thanh nién lang.
* Satoko (22 tuoi), con gai Rika.



MG ddu

Trong céc tap chi ma ban be tdi tham gia xud't ban, c6 mot &n pham kho
nhd goi la Bién tich dan gian. Tuy go6i gon trong 64 trang A5 va chi in v&i
sO lwo'ng ¢6 han phuc vu hdi vién, nhung doc ciling kha thu vi.

Ngay tw cai tit Dién tich ddn gian va tit phu “Lang qué va tip tuc din
gian”, cé th€ thdy an pham nay tdp hop cac truyén dan gian, dién tich
truyén miéng, phong tuc tip qudn ki la trén khip dat Nhat.

Bén canh s& it tac gia da thanh danh, da phéan bai viét & day déu do
nhirng cay but vd danh gwri t&i. Du cach hanh van do6i khi non nét, nhwng
no6i dung lai thi vi di thwong, dem lai nhiéu ki€n thirc méi cho nguwoi doc.

Thu vui cua t6i la swru fam cac s& cia &n pham nay, dong thanh tap d€¢
14’y ra doc nhitng lic nhan rdi. Nho d6, gan day toi da phat hién ra mot bai
viét hét sirc hap din ma khi treede tieng bd sot.

Bai vi€t ¢6 tén “Doi dong suy nghi vé khiic ca ti cau lang Pau Quy”.
Bai nay dang trén s6 thang Chin nam 1953, d€ cip dén khuc dong dao khi
choi td cau gan nhw da bi 1ang quén & mot dia phwong no. Tac gia 1a Tatara
Hoan, ngoai tén khong c6 thdng tin cu the gi khac.

Pay co6 1€ cing 1a mdt trong nhiéu ciy but v6 danh dong gdop bai vi€t
cho tap chi.

Khic ca ti cau lang BDau Quy déng vai tro then chdt trong cau chuyén
ddng sor, ma toi sap k& sau ddy (v&i s cho phép clia thim t& Kindaichi
Kosuke). Thé nén t6i man phép trich din bai viét ctia Tatara Hoan kém theo
mot vai y ki€n ca nhan.

Tai tin rang viéc lwdt qua ddi dong nay trede khi budc vao cau chuyén
s€ khong hé lang phi dau.

Lac dé mot chdt thi, tén lang 1€ ra phai 1a P06 Quy, nhwng thwong bi doc
chéch thanh Bau Quy.

Ban thin khiic ca td c4u lang D4Au Quy van con nhitng loi khéc, nhung
Tatara Hoan chi dé cdp t&i ba doan dwdi day.



Theo tac gia nay, cic bai dong dao hat khi choi ti cau da phian theo the
thirc hat d&€m hodc ndi am, thwong trién khai dya vao lién twdng, it khi cé
ndi dung hay khudén khd nha't quan.

Tuy nhién khic ca td cau lang Pau Quy lai khi€n ngwoi ta cdm thdy
tinh nhi't quan thdp thodng ton tai trong loii hat. Tatara Hoan nhin dinh,
nhi€u kha nang nong dan dia phwong da I'ong vao khic ca nay nhtrng cam
nhén vE€ cach chap chinh cta lanh chda trong vung.

KHUC CA TU CAU LANG DAU QUY

O khu vuedn sau nha, ba chu sé nghi canh

Chd dau ti€n ca't ti€ng, ta 1a 1anh chia trong biét phu
RA' thich sin bén, rworu che, gdi gu

Pam thim vo cling con géi hang hii

Quan x4 chin chu nhwng nat rworu qué chirng
Pong reou biang hil r'6i udng bing phéu

Sudt ngay chim dim trong hoi men

Van khong thda man nén bj dudi vé, bi dudi ve.
Chu thwr hai ti€p 101, ta 1a 1anh chda trong biét pha
R4t thich sin bén, reou che, gai gu

Pim thim v cling con géi hang can

Quan x4 chin chu nhwng tin tién v ngin

Pé&m ct dwra hanh do lo nedc mim

Sudt ngay chi thi€t tha tinh todn

Ngu ciing chi li nén bi dudi vé, bi dudi ve.

Chu thir ba gép chuyén, ta 1a 1anh chida trong biét pha
RA' thich sin bén, rwou che, gdi gd

Pam thim vo cling con géi hang khéa

Quan x4 chin chu nhwng lanh cam chéan doi

La khéa hdng chiing chia nao tra ndi

Khéa khong ding chia nén bi duoi vé, bi duoi ve.
Ciling da mudn r'oi, hdy dung & day thoi.

Gio thi tim hi€u mot chit vé dia hinh lang Pau Quy xem sao.

Nam & ranh gi¢i gitta hai tinh Hyogo va Okayama, cdch bién ndi dia
Seto chwa d€n ba mwoi cy so, day 1a mdt thung liing ving cao ding nghia,



bi ¢6 14p b&i ndi non ti phia va ciing khéng ¢ tuyén dwong quan trong nao
chay qua. Quan sat trén ban d6 thi du xét theo dia hinh hay giao thdng, noi
nay ciling nén dwoc sap nhap vao tinh Hyogo m¢i phai. Tuy nhién, that ki la
la n6 lai dwgrc phan vé tinh Okayama, c6 1€ do cling don vi hanh chinh tw
thoi Mac pha.

Dic diém d6 da gy tréd ngai 1on cho viéc diéu tra mdi khi ¢d vu 4n xdy
ra. Do chudng ngai dia ly va mot s6 nguyén nhan khéc, lang Pau Quy bi
canh sat tinh Okayama coi nhw con ghé. Con canh sat Hyogo thuan tién di
lai thi ludn vién c¢é nim ngoai dia ban phu trich d&€ ngé lo tri an & day.
Ngay trong vu 4n ma tdi sip k&, khdng th€ phi nhan rang chinh diéu nay da
gay hai khong nho cho qua trinh diéu tra.

V€ mat st li€u, Dau Quy von la 1anh dia cua nha Ito, tran thu Shinano.
Danh sich v& gia vao nim Minh Tri nguyén niénl!l ghi r&: trdn tha
Shinano!?! Ito, gian Yanagil®!, triéu tdn dai phu, 10.343 thach!*!. Pay 1a mtc
bong 16c thuéc hang thap nhat trong sd cac lanh chia, nén thai ap Pau
Quy caa dong ho Ito ciing chi 1a mot biét phti chit khong phai thanh quach
trang 1€ gi cho cam.

Vi vay, vi “lanh chda trong biét phii” ma khiic ca td cAu nhic d&n nhiéu
kha nang la mdt trong cac to tién nha Ito. Theo Tatara Hoan thi d6 chinh la
Ito Sukeyuki, dwong chd thei Thién MinhP!, mdt bao chia hdo sic dam
loan. Hin thwdng 14y danh nghia séin bin d&€ dao quanh lanh dia, bit moi cd
gdi vira mét, khong k€& gia tré chdng con thé ndo. P&n khi no xdi chdn che,
chi ¢in co6 gdi kia pham phai 16i nho 12 hin vin vao d6 d& xit tit.

Xoay quanh cdi ché€t dot ngdt cua Sukeyuki vao khoang nhtrng nam
cudi Thién Minh d4u Khoan Chinhl®!, Tatara Hoan cho ring hén di bj ha
ddc. Con doan diép khiic “bi dudi vé, bi dudi vé” trong khic ca ti cau lang
Pau Quy that ra phai 1a “bi gi€t di, bi gi€t di” d€ ding v&i nhirng hanh vi
bao ngwoc cua Ito Sukeyuki.

Bén canh d6, hang hii hang can hang khéa xud't hi€én trong bai hat khong
hin 1a ngh€é nghiép clia mdi c6 géi, ma 1a tén hiéu céc thieong dan khong ho
dung d€ phan biét 1an nhau dwdi thoi Mac pha. Tw thei Minh Tri, sau khi
thwong dan c6 quyén dit ho, ngwdi cao tudi thinh thodng van quen xwng hod
bang tén hiéu nay.

Trén day la d6i dong gidi thi€u vé ngudn gdc cua khiic ca ti ciu lang



Pau Quy ma tdi phét hién dwoc ti tap chi Pién tich dan gian. Mong ring
chit thong tin dy bj nay sé& gitip cdc ban sdn sang hon d€ budc vao vu giét
ngwoi hang loat tai lang Pau Quy.



CNUddutién LENtiéngd

Ha tuan thang Bay nam 1955.

Cam theo gid’y gidi thiéu cia chi huy Isokawa Tsunejiro, Kindaichi
Kosuke bt xe kéo (phwong tién hi€m hoi con sét lai & viing nay), vot deo
Sennin d&n lang Pau Quy Ian dau tién, ma khong hay biét gi vEé khic ca td
cau dworc lru truyén noi day.

Kindaichi t&i lang khong phai vi vu 4n nao ca. Suy cho ciing anh van 1a
con ngwoi chir khéng phai may méc, lam sao mai miét theo dudi 4n mang
mai duoc. Thinh thoang nghi ngoi tinh dweong mot minh, tranh moi quay
ray th€ tuc, au cung la hop 1€.

P4n do mot hdi vé dja diém, Kindaichi quyét dinh lia chon mot viing &
tinh Okayama. Khong bi€t vi sao anh kha ¢6 duyén voi manh dat nay, noi
chitng kién Cung dan bdo odn!”l (vu 4n d4u tay cta anh), cling nhw c4c vu
ddo Nguc Mon!®! | thon Tam M¢ vé sau. Ciing khong rd tw bao gior anh da
mang trong minh thién cdm v&i con ngwei va phong tuc noi day, ludn thdy
4m long vi sy n'0ng hiu cua cu dan trong xir.

Nghi sao lam vay. Con ddc than, chealng veedng ban gi, nén Kindaichi chi
viéc nhét d'6 vao tui du lich, rosi Tokyo ti€n thealng veé phia Tay v&i dich dén
la S& Canh sat Okayama, noi chi huy Isokawa cong tac.

Nhw moi Tan, Kindaichi khéng gii thw hay bwu thiép truedrc, nén khi don
tiép anh trong phong khich mo t&1, Isokawa khong khoi tron mét bat ngor,
“C6 chuyén gi vay? Chd may t&i khi nao?” Ngac nhién cdng voi boi hdi vi
lau ngay xa céch, chi huy Isokawa pha dau Kindaichi bang mot loat cau hoi
toi tap.

“Em m&i t&i noi théi. Phu, budn ngd qua. Em khong quen nga trén
tau.” Kindaichi c¢& tinh ché'p mét lién tuc d€ thé€ hién sy mét mdi doc dwong
di chuyén.

“Chti m&i xudng tau? Chang 18 ¢6 vu 4n la thwdng nao?”

“That 1a, anh cr lam nhw em bi 4n mang deo bam, xuat hién & dau la &



d6 c6 bat tric vay... Tai lau 1au em lai mudn gip dng anh &y ma.”

“Ha ha ha, chu n6i1 that khong?”

“Con phai hoi...”

“N... n€u vay thi vinh hanh qud, ha ha ha.” N& nu cwoi man nguyén,
chi huy Isokawa dwa ban tay to ban 1&€n vudt khuén mat nhuém thém nhiéu
nét tudi tdc. Mdi dAu cit ngin cta 6ng da bac gan hét vd mdng di nhiéu,
phoi 16 16p da dau ngim den. Tuy nhién, chian may bac tring hay nhitng
n€p nhdn ngay mot day cting khong che 1ap dwoe nét anh tudn hao siang
ctia Ong, trdi lai con tao ddi xtng tich cwc voi gwong mat banh mat khoe
manh dang twoi ceoi kia. Tw Ong todt ra vé virng chai dang tin cdy, thé’ ma
bao nhiéu ndm qua chi gidm chan & cap chi huy. Va van & vay, k€ tir khi vor
qua doi vai nam trudece.

“Thé& chu c6 du dinh gi chwa?”

“A, thit ra day chinh 12 vi'n dé d&y.” Né6i doan, Kindaichi Iién trinh bay
¥ mudn tim mot noi an tinh, khong may may nhiéu loan d€ thu tha nghi
ngoi tAm mot thang. “Khong bi€t quanh ving nay c¢6 chd niao nhw vy
khong? Cang thi€u tién nghi cang t6t, ti nhw may ngdi lang sau trong nui
biét 1ap voi the gidi bén ngoai 4y.”

“Xem nao. Khong phai la khong cé... nhung ma...” N6i d&€n nta
chung, chi huy Isokawa ngé lai bd dang cuia Kindaichi. Van chiéc do truyén
thong nhau nhi cing 4o khodc mua hé son vai nhw moi Tan. “Chd chéng
thay doi chit nao nhi, ha ha ha.”

Nhirng n&p nhiin n'dng hau hién rd & dudi mat chi huy Isokawa khi 6ng
cuwoi. “Théi dwge r'oi. DE td1 nay ban cu the. Chi da ng6i tau ca dém vat
va r'di, gio anh gidi thiéu cho mot quéan tro mat mé ma tim rira nghi ngoi
thw gian. Tan s& anh qua ngay.”

Ct nhuw vay, Kindaichi dwgc gidi thiéu tdi mot quan tro trong thanh
pho.

T&1 d6, sau khi cing nhau udng hét hai, ba chai bia, chi huy Isokawa
rdt tdi 4o ra mdt to gid'y, dwa cho Kindaichi, “Anh dem gid’y gidi thiéu dén
theo yéu cau clia chi diy, nhwng phai néi tredre 1a khdong cé noi nao biét
1ap v&i thé gidi bén ngoai dau. Ngay ca ngdi lang nay ciing nim trong vong
nhéan tinh the” thai thoi.”

“Khong sao. Ma, trong cdi tén la that nhi?”



Trén gidy gidi thi€u cé ghi: Gui Aoike Rika, lang Pau Quy.

“Priing ra la lang B'6 Quy co’, nhwng toan bi doc chéch thanh Pau Quy.”

“Ra vay, tén la that. Con Aoike Rika? C6 v¢ la tén phu n?”

“Piing vay. M6t phu nr dang theong.” Isokawa dwa ban tay to ban 1€n
vudt mit, td vé ngdm ngii. “Ch'dng cd A’y bj st hai, vin chwa tim ra hung
tha.”

Cam trong tay to gidy gidi thiéu, Kindaichi nhin chim chdm vao
Isokawa, “Khong dwore dau chi huy, em da néi toe dau la chi mudn nghi
ngoi tinh dwong mot cach thuan tiy, khong vedng ban diéu gi...”

“A tm, anh hi&u, hi€u chit.” Isokawa gio’ tay ra nhw thé tran an roi tiép
tuc, “Ch'ong cd ay bi gi€t khong phdi hdm qua hdm kia ma hon hai muwoi
nam roéi, chd may ctr yén tam. Cheamg qua anh chi mu6n néi la viéc tim mot
noi biét 1ap voi the” gidi bén ngoai theo yéu cdu cua chd gan nhw 1a ba't kha
thi thoi. Lang PAu Quy hai thap ki tredc con lac hdu hon ngay nay nhiéu,
Ay vdy ma van x4y ra mot vu 4n tinh vi ndm trong vong bi 4 dé&n tin bay
gior day.”

Xem chwng Isokawa rat mudn k€ cho Kindaichi nghe sy tinh. Nhung
do nguyén vong cia Kindaichi 1a nghi ngoi tinh dweong khong vedng ban,
nén chi huy con lwong ly.

Tuy nhién, Kindaichi nghi ring tim hiu ddi chiit vé ngwdi phu nit tén
Aoike Rika ciing khéng hai gi, dac biét n€u d6 la ngwoi s€ ti€p dai anh
trong nhirng ngay t&i. Nghi vdy, anh dwa mét 1én khoi t& gidy gidi thiéu dit
trén dau goi.

“Nghe thd vi d&'y nhi.” Anh néi va né& nu cwdi, @& 16 ham ring tring.
Mot nu cwei than thién nhe mudn khuyén khich ngwoi d6i thoai.

“A, phai, ciing kh4 thid vi.” Isokawa ddp &1 v&i vé ngai ngiing khé hiéu.
“Chd mu6n nghe ch?”

“Vang, anh ctr k€ thodi mai di. Pa 10 nghe quang cdo vu 4n hon hai
muoi ndm van trong vong bi an thi em khé 1ong cho qua dwoc roi, ha ha,
ngra quen dwong cli ma...”

“Cam on chid. P& cho chic thi chd nghe cdi nay trede di.” Isokawa td
ra thodi méi hon hin, giong diéu thém phan hao hing. “Chd may hin khd
ranh chuyén lang qué r'6i, & dau ciling c¢6 nhirng ngwoi s& hiru thé lyc vueot
trdi riéng cua vung d6. Va nhirng thé” lyc nay thi lai ludn cé ki phung dich



tha... Cling nhw hai chi chinh thit & ddo Nguc Mo6n va nha Pong nha Tay
cua thon Tam MO vay.”

“Nghia 1a & lang PAu Quy cling ton tai hai thé lyc 16n?” Kindaichi
mom loi.

“Ping,” Isokawa hao hirng phu hoa, rung dui mdt hai cdi roi ti€p tuc.
“Ma khong, hay coi nhw la... da toeng c¢6 hai thé& lyc 1on di. Gan day thi
phan bo thé Iyc & lang Pau Quy cling thay doi twong ddi roi. Vu an kia
x4y ra tr nim 1932, mot nim ngay sau Sy bién Man Chau. Chic chid con
nho h'di d6 & néng thon IAm than thé nao chr?”

“Vang, dwong nhién r'6i... VOn di tinh hinh bi dit & ndng thon cling la
mot nguyén nhan 1on din d&n Sy bién Man Chau ma.”

“U, van dé sinh nhai cho ddm con trai tht & nong thon chinh 1a mot
trong nhirng ngudon con nhi. Tré lai chuyén chinh, lang Pau Quy bj chia
thanh hai th& lwc 1on 1a nha Yura va nha Nire. Ngoai ra con ¢6 nha Tatara
dong ddi quan cail®! thoi Mac phii, ddng 18 phai uy phong nhit nhung do
hai doi tién chi va dwong chi déu dn choi trdc tang nén gia tdc suy tan.
N&i 1én th& chd 12 hai nha Yura va Nire. HE 1a nguoi ¢6 dinh déng t&1i lang
Pau Quy thi déu phai chon phe r6 rang, hodc la phe Yura, hodc 1a phe Nire.
Khong ai dwgc phép 14p 1o dirng gitra.”

“Ctr nhw hai kh6i Pong-Tay cta Lién X6 va My &y nhi.”

“U. Trong hai phe thi nha Yura von giau c6 tr xwa, sé hiru nhiéu rudng
da't khong chi trong lang PAu Quy ma con khip mdt ddi 1an cin, mot phan
khong nho von la dat cua nha Tatara, nhwng hai doi tredng ho da lam né
sang tay nha Yura. Trong khi d6 nha Nire m&i phat 1én chwa 1au voi tai san
chinh la dat nui, tuy s& hiru ca ngon nii nhwng véi gia tri thoi &y thi khong
da d€ nha Nire sanh vai v&i nha Yura. Tuy nhién Nire Nihei tredng ho bay
gio’ 1a ngwoi nhin xa trdng rong, nén da dem nho Ién trong trén ndi nha
minh vao cudi nhirng nam 1920. Goi la ndi nhwng chinh ra chi & tdm d6i
thdi. Ma c6 thé nao thi khoang sdu bay nam sau, khi nho dé€n do thu hoach,
th€” lwc ctia nha Nire phai néi 1a 1én nhw diéu gap gid.”

“Bay gio’ & d6 van con trong nho chir?”

“Di nhién roi. Mot trong nhirng ngudon thu chinh cta lang Pau Quy
day.”

“Ra vay, bdo sao thé& lyc phe Nire lai phat triéh manh. Hén 1a dem lai ca



mot nganh nghé mdi cho lang.”

“Pung roi. Nire Nihei 1a mdt tay kiét xud't. Bd bao cong strc d€ khao sat
ttr nhiét do, dd 4m cho t&i thoi gian c6 ning ciia thung liing PAu Quy bdn
b€ nui non, roi ra tay ngay khi nhin thdy di€u kién tw nhién noi day ra't
giong v&i thung ling Koshu noi ti€ng vé nho. Va chi vai nam sau 1a thu vé
thanh qua. T4t nhién la nho hoi tién, cd ddm ngwoi 14p téc bu lai xung
quanh 6ng gia Nihei nhw ki€n gdp mat. Théi doi 1a thé. Nihei chaalng ma’y
chd'c da thanh 6ng 1o, stirc anh hudng banh tredng trong x6m trong lang.”

“Vay co 2? Chéc nha Yura ciing chang th& nhém mét 1am ngo ma phai
tim cach ddi pho chir nhi.”

“Ha ha, chi may tinh y d@y. Ping la d€ bao vé dia vi thi nha Yura da c6
doi sach... va day ciing chinh 12 mam mdng cta tdn bi kich anh sip k&.”

Nghe cdch néi hoa my ching hé hop véi ban tinh ong chi huy,
Kindaichi khong nhin dwoc cwoi, “Vay mong anh cho em thinh gido, nha
Yura da doi phé thé€” nao ma lai tao nén mam mdng cta tan bi kich.”

“A, tm.” Isokawa dwa tay vudt mit. “Tredng ho Yura bdy gio tén 1a
Utaro, tudi d6 t&r tuan. Nhung cling chi 1a con nit so voi mot ké 16i dovi nhw
Ong gia Nihei. N6i chung 1a van tré ngwdi non da, dwgrc bao boc nhw cong
t& bot tr bé nén ching am hiéu sy doi. Lai thém tam 1y bl xdc dn thua nén
bi nguoi ta cho vao trong ldc nao khong hay.”

“Cho vao trong? Ai cho?”

“MOot tay lwa ddo chuyén lgri dung tinh canh khé khan & ndng thoén... Bi
ddnh ding chd y&u, nén khong chi nha Yura ma ca lang D4u Quy thoi d6
déu lanh tanh banh hét.”

“Ltra ddo? Mot tay ltra ddo sao?” Kindaichi ngac nhién trede dién bién
khong ngo'.

“Pung. Ga ta cao chay xa bay sau khi ha sat mdt mang ngwoi, nén trong
lang cang hdn loan hon,” Isokawa ddp, nét mit sa sAm. “Tay Itra ddo tw
xung 1a Onda Ikuzo, nhung chic ciing 12 tén gid thoi. Khodng cudi nim
1931, ga ghé vao chd Utaro v&i mot to gid'y gidi thiéu. Nghe k€ thi ga c6
vé la mot tay kha wa nhin, fam 34 tuoi, deo kinh gong vang va d¢€ ria. Ga
ndéi t&i lang d€ gidi thiéu viéc lam ki€m thém thu nhdp cho ba con. Noi
dung cong viéc la lam si cay trang tri. Chu bi€t khong nhi, loai s¢'i nhudém
mau hay dung trong ma’y dip nhw Gidng sinh &y... Chu y&u la d€ xua't khau



thoi.”

“Thé a,” Kindaichi nga ngudi t¢i trude, bd dang hing thd hon hin khi
tha’y cau chuyén khong don thuan chi la canh tranh anh hwdng trong lang.

Isokawa k& cang hang, “Onda trinh bay xong, Utaro 1ién d6ng y hop
tac vi cho riang, dem co hoi ki€m thém thu nhap d'dng nghia v&i viéc ban
on nghia cho ba con trong thoi budi khé khan nay. Nghe Utaro dé cép
chuyén lam an, ngwoi lang cling bui tai nghe theo. Céach thirc nhw sau:
Onda sé cho nong dian mwon mdy moéc, may thoé so thdi, va cung cap
nguyén vat liéu d€ ho san xud't s¢i trang tri, roi thu thanh pham va tra tién
cong twong xirng. Dan da nong dan sé dwgec mua lai mdy moéc lam cua
riéng... Trong thoi gian ngwoi lang tich vom thi Utaro sé thay ho tng truedc
tién mdy cho Onda. Cong viéc ban dau tién triéh rat tot, va trong mét
nhirng néng dan giau 1én nho khoan thu nhdp ba't ngo nay thi vi thé& cua
Yura Utaro cling dwoc nang cao dang k€. Gan mot nam sau, fam mua thu
nam 1932, nhiéu ngwoi da da tién d€ mua lai may. Nhwng dén giai doan
nay thi cling xud't hi€én mdt ngwoi td ra hoai nghi vEé thi doan ciia Onda. B6
chinh 1a Genjiro, chdng clia ngwei phu nit ma anh dinh gioi thiéu voi
chad...”

Cau chuyén clia Isokawa chura c6 vé gi 12 sép di d&n hoi két.

“Anh xin phép xen ngang doi chut vé nha Aoike,” Isokawa cham rai
nha khoéi thudc. “Tw nhiéu doi nay, dong ho Aoike da diéu hanh mét co’ s
tri liéu tim khodng & ria lang P'au Quy, tén 1a Nuwdc néng Kame.”

“0, & d6 c6 sudi nwede néng sao?” Kindaichi thic méc.

“Ciing khong hén 12 sudi nede néng. Nudc ngudn ho ding 1a nudc
lanh khoang 20°C, nhwng dwoe dun 1én d€ phuc vu dan lang t&i nghi
dwong vao dip ndong nhan. Ma dan lang nay rat chi ki quai, khong hi€u sao
lai ¢6 truy€n thdng chi ton trong nhirng ngwoi lam lda gao, con nganh nghé
khac 1a nha't loat coi nhw ha lwu, thAm chi cyc doan d&€n d6 xem thwong ca
ngwoi trong hoa mau du van 1a nghé ndong. Xét theo khia canh nay thi tuy
trong nho phdt dat, dng gia Nirei Nihei van chwa di tw cdch ngahg cao dau
tred’c méat Yura Utaro. Ma thoi, hoi lac dé roi...”

Isokawa gat bot tan thudc va ti€p tuc.

“Vi th&’, 67 v&i ddm dan den khong c6 ca tAc da't cim dui kia thi nha
Aoike chflng qua chi 12 cha nha tim quén, khdng d4ng nhin bing ntta con



mét. Genjiro 13 con thit cia nha Aoike, nim d6 27 tuGi. Anh nay tir hoi tré
da tw 1ap & Kobe r'6i Osaka, tirng trai nhi€u nén cling am twong 1€ doi. Bén
gitra muia thu ndm 1932, Genjiro d4n theo v¢r 1a Rika cing mot dira con trai
quay vé lang, hay chinh x4c hon 14 vé Nudc néng Kame, va bit dau hoai
nghi thi doan ctia Onda. Khong ding lai & nghi ngo’, Genjiro da sang trao
d6i v&i Nihei, rang khong khéo day 1a mot vu Itra ddo... Nihei nhe mé co
trong bung, con cho Genjiro tién d€ lam rd sy viéc, nhwng ta't nhién chwa
bao gio thira nhan hanh vi nay. Tém lai, dan da Genjiro da nim thép dwoc
Onda. Anh ta mdt minh t&i nha Onda, ding hon 1a chd tro clia ga d€ truy
ctru, nhung...”

“Lai bi ga gi€t?”

“Phai.”

“Giét ki€u gi? Siét co hay dam chém?”

“Bji danh chét. BaYy gio 12 dd cudi thu, bep 10 sudil!% da dwoc dwa vao
st dung, ngay canh ddy d& sin cti va riu. Mot nhét riu vio gdy da doat
mang Genjiro...” Isokawa nhiu may. “Chuyén xdy ra vao ngay 25 thing
Muoi mot nam 1932.”

“Cé nguwoi muyc kich hién treong khong?”

“Khong c¢6 ai cd. N&u ¢6 thi chic da ngin dworc roi.”

“Thi th€ nan nhan dwgc phat hién thé nao?”

“La th& nay. Biét chdng t&i chd Onda d€ cha't van ga, Rika da bao 1a vo
bd, théi di, nhwng Genjiro khong nghe. Anh ta roi nha ngay sau bira to1i,
khodng 6 gio’ hon, va di mai khong vé. P&€n 9 gior van chwa thi'y béng ddng
ch'dng dau, Rika dam lo, quy€t dinh qua no1 Onda tro xem tinh hinh thé
nao.”

“Noi Onda tro 1a & dau?”

“A phai, ddy ciing 12 mot thong tin thiét y&u khong th€ bd qua. Onda
khong & hin tai lang Pau Quy ma chi ghé qua mdi thang mdt hai Tan. Mbi
[an ciing chi nan lai hai ba ngay, giai quy€t xong cong chuyén la di ngay.
Ban dau ga ta tic tai nha Yura, sau khong chiu dwg'c go bé nén chuyén sang
muwdn gian nha phu cua Tatara Hoan d€ lam noi di ve.”

“Tatara dong doi quan cai ngay xwa 8y ha?”

“Chinh x4c. Ong nay tuy dwoce dit cho cdi tén Kazuyoshi ra't ra dang



hau dué quan cai, nhwng lai xwng hiéu la Hoan va danh ca doi tw do tw tai
tan hwdng thd vui hoan lac. Cha Hoan cling 1a mét tay an choi khét ti€ng,
nén dén doi Hoan thi gia nghiép lun bai, may ma vin gitt dwoc ngdi nha to
tién d€ lai. Hoan s6ng ¢cAm chirng qua ngay & d6 v&i ngwoi vor thir nam tén
Rin.”

“Ngudi vor thir nim?” Kindaichi tron mat ngac nhién.

Isokawa cling nhuéng mét véi vé cot nha roi tiep tuc, “Nim ngudi
chwa 1a gi dau. Hoan dén gio’ con sung stec va da thay dén ba thir tim r'oi
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“The 4... Vay la em s€ dwoce dién ki€n nhan vat, khong bi€t cé thu vi
khong, nhung chéc chin 1a khdc nguwdi 4y khi d&n lang Pau Quy nhi?”

“Hoan thi vi d&y. S6ng hoan lac ty tai su6t tw tré t&i gia co ma. V&i ca
dén lang Pau Quy thi chi may s€ con gip dwoc mot ngwoi trén ca tuyét
voi ntra.”

“Mot nguoi trén ca tuyét voi?”

“U, nhung vu d6 d€ sau. Ctr coi nhue thém mdot diéu d€ trong doi di,”
Isokawa lai nhwéng mét nhw thich thirc 1ong higu ki ctia Kindaichi. “Néi
ti&€p nhé. 9 gior van chua thad'y ch'ong vé, Rika bén qua chd tro clia Onda,
tirc 1a tw gia ctia Hoan, xem tinh hinh thé nao. Tuy nhién, nha Hoan t&i d6
phat sinh mot vu lum xtum. Hai vor chong céi nhau khié€n ba vg thir ndm bo
di. Hoan tim d® mét khip noi ca t&i khong tha’y, dang quay ra mwon rwou
giai sau thi Rika d&n va ngé xuéng nha phu.”

“R°6i phat hién thi the?”

“Pung. Trong tw the’ cdm d4u vao bép.”

“C4m d4u vao b&p?” Kindaichi tran trdi nhin Isokawa r'di bt cuoi. “Sor
anh qud, chi huy. Anh duia em da’y a?”

“Khong dau!” Isokawa gio’ ban tay to ra nhw mudn ngit 1o Kindaichi.
“Anh khong c6 y d6. Chi 1a tinh ti€t no the"...”

“Vang, th6i dwoe roi. Nghia 1a thi the’ khé ma nhan dién dwoe nira?”

“Chwa d&n mwrc khong nhan dién dwoc, nhwng cling hw hai twong
doit!tl”

“Liéu c6 chic 1a Genjiro?”

“Chéic. Khong chi ¢d Rika ma ca bd me va vor chong ngudi anh ciing



déu xéac nhan la Genjiro.”

Kindaichi vAn khong khédi ¢6 cdm gidc gon gon, “Thé con dau vét au
da?”

“Khong tha'y ddu vét au da, nhwng hién trrong btra bai cho tha’y thu
pham da voi vang géi ghém tau thoat.”

“Va ti d6 biét tam biét tich?”

“Puing r'oi, tr d6 ké c6 tén Onda Ikuzo vinh vién mat dang.”

“Vard't cudc ding 1a mét tay lwra dao?”

“Vé di€m nay thi phai thira nhian v&i chd 1a tim hi€u maYy cling chwa
lam sdng td dwoee. TAt nhién nhin tw k€t cuc thi ro rang 1a mot vu Iwa dao.
Noéng dan phai bd tién ra mua mdy méc dét tién, ma don hang lai cheamg
tha’y dau. Nhung xét thyce trang cd nam trede dd'y thi cling khong the khaamg
dinh 1a Itra ddo, vi thi lao san pham van dworc chi trd ddy di. Ngwoi ta cling
tim dén cong ty soi trang tri ma Onda dai di€n. N6 c6 that & Kobe, nhung
da pha san tredre d6 khong 1au gitra tinh trang rdi ren cua thap nién 1930.
Cai thoi dai khing hoang & My, khi ma Roosevelt thanh danh v&i géi chinh
sach Kinh t& m&il!'?! a7y.”

“Ca phia cong ty cling khong bi€t gi vé Onda sao?”

“Khong. Cong ty chi can cé ti€n th& chap la dworc... nén cling chging
di€u tra nhan than cho dang hoang ti t&". C6 1€ ngay tir dau Onda Ikuzo da
cd tinh che gidu than phan nhdm Iira d3o, hodc 1am #n bé tdc do dnh hwdng
khiing hoang & My nén dong doi x6 day vao con dwong lwra ddo, r'oi lai 16°
tay gi€t ngwoi nén mdi xo6a sach tung tich... Gip giai doan hdn loan ngay
sau Sy bién Man Chau, cang tién an minh. Ngwoi ta dodn l1a gd da 6m tién
ctia ngwoi lang bay sang Trung Qudc...”

Isokawa k& bang giong diém tinh nhw the khong c6 cam xic dic biét gi,
nhung Kindaichi hiéu ring mot ngwdi 1am nghé diéu tra s& cay ci thé nao
khi d€ vudt ma't tha pham...

“Sau do6 thi tinh hinh & lang ra sao?”

“Pay ciing 1a van dé. Mat mat nha't 1a Utaro. Ban chdt ong ta ciling
chglng phéi dang tim ké& cao sau hay sanh séi chuyén doi gi cho cam. Tuy
da bo tién tdi bdi thwong phén nao thiét hai cho ba con néng dan nhung
van bj odn triach va dem ra 1am trd cwdi. Om ndi ud't tc gan ba nim troi,
cud1 cung O6ng ta ra di vao ndm 1935.”



“Anh bao nha Yura la dai dia cht nhi? Sau chién tranh thi sao?”

“Ma't kha kha tai san do cai cach ruong dat, may la gix dwoe dat nui.
Atsuko vo gba ctia Utaro 1a m6t phu nir cieng ¢di, sau khi chong ma't da vt
bo tw 4i ma t&i chd Ong gia Nihei xin hoc cédch trong nho. Nhe vy ciing ¢
chd ba'u viu khi chién tranh két thic, nhung th& lyc ngay nao thi da di vao
di vang. Bay gio’ lang P'au Quy coi nhw la giang son cia nha Nire.”

“Ong gia Nihei vin con sdng ch?”

“Khong, 6ng &y mat roi. Nhwng Kahei, ngwoi con k& nghiép, ciing la
mot tay sanh sdi y chang cha minh. Tw khi Utaro qua doi thi gitra tay nay
va ba Atsuko ndy ra kha kha loii d6n khong hay. Gior ddy quyén lyc & lang
Pau Quy déu ndm trong tay Kahei ca.”

“Theo nhw anh k€ thi Genjiro 1a con thiz. Aoike Rika sau d6 van & lai
lang Pau Quy a?”

“U, Rika... P4ng thwong nhat chinh 1a ¢ 4y. Khi ch'ong giip bat tric,
Rika dang mang bau. Phai chirng kién ch'6ng chét thim nhw vay...”

“Nén say thai?”

“Khong, vin me tron con vudng. Co 4y ha sinh mdt bé géi, nhwng dira
tré...” Isokawa cau may. “Ma thoi, chi may ct dén noi s€ hi€u... Tinh ra
Rika cling ¢ phan may mén vi vor ch'ong nguwdi anh ca khong c6 con. Vay
nén con trai ctia Genjiro va Rika da tré thanh nguoi k& nghiép Nuwdc néng
Kame. Cau chang nay tén la Kanao, bi€t thwong me, chi thua lam an.”

“Chi huy a, da kich thich tri to0 mo ctia em dé€n vay roi, c6 the ti€n day
bat mi ludn chuyén hay dang d€ danh khong? V€ nhan vat trén ca tuyét voi
ma em sé& dwore gap khi toi lang Pau Quy &Yy...” Kindaichi li€c qua
Isokawa v&i vé tham do.

“A, chuyén d6 thi...” Isokawa nhin chim chim mdi téc r&i bu coa
Kindaichi bing d4nh mét siu thdm nhw mudn hut 18y nguoi d6i dién, dot
nhién hdi. “Thinh thodng chic chi ciling xem phim cht? Hodc nghe may
bai hat thinh hanh trén dai hay ti vi cheamg han...”

Trudc cau bé 14i dot ngdt cia Isokawa, Kindaichi khong khoi hap hdy
mét ngac nhién, “Ciing thinh thoang... Nhung lién quan gi?”

“A, 1a th& ndy. Trong thoi gian Onda Ikuzo lwu trd tai lang, c6 ¢d con
gai xudong ren tén Bessho Harue da cham séc cho ga. Bén nam 1933, ¢o ta
ha sinh mét dira con, mot bé gdi khdng cha. Khoi phai ndi, ai cling hi€u cha



dra bé 1a Onda Ikuzo. Sinh con ngoai gia thd la da da tré thanh tdm di€m
de€ nguwoi doi dam ti€u r'oi, day lai thém vy lra ddo ma dan lang dang cam
han tin xwong tiy nira nén mii dii dw ludn nhim vao cd gdi cang gay gt
hon. Nhung c6 Harue ciing khong phdi nguoi yéu dudi dé khua't phuc, nén
da gt con gai, tén l1a Chieko... cho cha me nho nudi v&i danh nghia con
ctia hai 6ng ba, con ban than di 1am phuc vu ban & tdn Kobe. Mt thoi gian
sau, cO don con gdi t&i & véi minh, khi chié€n tranh nd ra thi hai me con lai
quay vé chd 6ng ba. P&n ndm Chieko 16 tudi, ho budc phai thoat ly Man nira
vi sy xua dudi nghiét nga cda din lang. Chinh ¢ bé Chieko Ay gior day da
tré thAinh mot nhan vat 14y ling...”

“LAay ling d&n mic nao co'?”

“Chéc chd biét Ozora Yukari, c¢d ca si dang n3i twng birng, thu vé hang
chuc van mdi T4n 1én sdn khau chi¥? R6i khi déng phim thi lai dworc tung
h6 la ntr than néng bdng day vé bi an gi d6, khi€n khong bi€t bao nhi€u
chang trai dem long to twdng day...”

Kindaichi v6 thirc siét chat hai tay, “Nghia 1a Yukari dang & lang Pau
Quy?”

“Nam ngodi, c6 &y da xay cho 6ng ba ngoai, tirc cha me trén ho tich,
mot co’ ngoi khang trang ma nguwoi trong ving goi la biét thi Ozora Yukari,
lai dy ki€n vé d6 choi trong nhirng ngay toi. Vi thé€’, khong chi lang Dau
Quy ma ca bao chi trong tinh cling dang x6n xao sudt...”

Pbau doi mi rom vanh roéng, minh khoac bd d6 Nhat mua he nhau nhi,
Kindaichi ng6i xe kéo qua déo Sennin d€ dé€n lang Pau Quy cung nhirng
thong tin nhw the'.

Pa hon mwoi ngay troi qua twe khi Kindaichi dét chan t&i co’ sé trj liéu
Nuwdc néng Kame & ria lang Pau Quy. Gior da sang thang Tam.

Ciing nhw nhiéu co s& tri liéu khodng néng thon qué khac, Nwdc néng
Kame 12 mdt ngdi nha gd hai tAng cii ki don diéu, gidng nha tip thé hay ki
tic xa hon la co s& Iwu trid phuc vu khach du lich, nhin chung 1a khac véoi
cac Itr quan sudi nwdc néng & Hakone hay Izu.



Nguwoi trong ving d&€n ddy nhan dip nong nhan thwong dem theo n'6i
niéu xoong chao cung ddy du gao, mudi, miso, nwdc twong d€ tw niu
nwong. Thdm chi mang cd mung mén chin chi€u. Ho ciing hay ra thém
dam ba nguwoi di cling va ty tdc sinh hoat theo trng nhém, nén nhin qua
chealng khdc gi mot dot cdm trai tap th€. Theo truyén thong chung cta cic
co’ s& tri li€u khoang néng thdon qué, Nwdc néng Kame chi cung cap cho
khé4ch chd ngdi va nha tim.

Tuy nhién, noi day thinh thodng ciing dén ti€p nhirng du khach thong
thwong nhw Kindaichi. D€ phuc vu phan khic khach nay, nguwoi ta xay
thém mot ddy nha trét, tuy khd mdc mac nhwng van ra ddng nha nghi du
lich. C6 khodng niim sdu gian phong di kém nha tdm cho khdch, ngwdi nha
Nuwde nong Kame ciling sinh hoat luén & khu nay. Néi 1a ngwoi nha nhung
tinh ra chi ¢6 von ven bdn ngwoi 1a ba chi Aoike Rika cuing con trai Kanao,
con gai Satoko, va c6 phuc vy Miki... Nhing dip ndng nhan déng khach thi
ho ¢6 thué thém nhan vién thoi vu.

Rika ndm nay 47 tudi. V& ngoai gia hon tudi, khong ai nhin ma nghi ba
dwdi ndm muwoi. NGi vay nhweng khdng hé nhan nhdm 6'm yéu, chwa k€ voc
dang lai cao rdo, rdn rdi chin chu.

Pang gitra muia hé nén binh thwong ba chi ban vdy 1ién don gian, gon
gang. Mai téc ludn vudt vao nép, modi '4n t&i chd Kindaichi ba déu khong
quén thay sang mdt bd kimono cho diing phép tic. Tir Rika todt ra khi chat
ctia mot phu ntr kinh kil!3], chinh xdc hon 1a Kyoto, v&i gwong mat trai
xoan va lan da min mang, khi€n nguwoi ta khong khdi cam thd’y h'6i tré ba
hin 12 mot dai my nhan. DAu vay, bi kich khiing khiép ma Rika tirng phai
ddi mit van khién ndi sAu mudn ludn phang phat & ba. C6 I€ diy 1a nguyén
nhan tao ra vé ngoai gia hon tudi. Ba cling rdt it n6i. Tuy nhi€n di€u d6
dem lai 4n twong ba 12 ngwdi suy nghi thidu ddo, hanh x& chin thanh, dé
mén hon hin nhitg k& hoi hot chi biét ba hoa sudt ngay.

Cau con Kanao nam nay 25 tuoi. Trong lic cdu dang theo hoc trung hoc
& thi trdin g4an d6, hé thd'ng gido duc da dwoc chuyén sang 6-3-3[141, Tai
nhtrng viing nong thon nhw noi day thi hdu hét tré con déu chi hoc dén cap
hai 13 cing, nhung Rika van cho con minh hoc hét cip ba.

Kindaichi kha chd y d&€n Kanao. Cao gan 1m75, véc ngwoi vam vo,
khong ho danh ting choi & vi tri tay ném trong d6i bong chay thoi cap ba.
Mét sdu mili cao, 1an da mjn mang thira hwéng tr me, tém lai 14 dién trai.



Bén canh viéc kinh doanh cua gia dinh thi cdu cling x6¢ vac lam rudng, roi
ca trong nho & ngon nii sau nha. Gwong mit r4am ning vi lao ddng toét ra
vé khde khodn va ddng tin cdy. C4u ca hét twong d6i tot, nhirng ltic & ngoai
dong nho déu nghéu ngao maYy bai hat thinh hanh v&i chid't giong ém ai.
Vay nén phan 1on con géi trong ving déu phat cudng vi Kanao, coi ciu
nhw Romeo cua lang, khi€n Rika lai thém mot mdi lo.

Pau Quy la cdi noi sinh ra mot ngwoi noi ti€ng nhw Yukari, nén thanh
nién nam nir khong chi & lang ma khip mot ddi xung quanh déu ra't chudng
nhac thinh hanh va Jazz. L& Obon & viing nay mudn hon mdt thiang so v&i
Tokyo!!"!, Yukari lai dy ki¢n vé diing dip d6 nén thanh nién trong lang dang
dinh tG chirc mdt cudc thi hat that hoanh trang, moi cd cd tham dw. Tuy
nhién, t&1 gio' Yukari van chwra xua't hién.

Satoko em gédi Kanao chao doii vao nam 1933, mot ndm sau khi cha bi
sat hai. Cho dén lic nay Kindaichi vin chwa gdp c6 Tn nao. Hinh nhw c6
chi ru rd & cdi nha kho twong dat, c6 hanh lang ndi sang cudi day nha trét
noi sinh hoat cia ngwoi nha Nuwde néng Kame.

Mot budi chiéu no, tan bd loanh quanh tré vé, Kindaichi vo thirc chon
hwdng di vao tir cira sau thay vi cOng chinh. Vira budc qua cdnh cira gd ndi
v&i san veon, anh thodang thdy bong lung mot cd gdi tré dang voi va chay
vao nha kho nhe mudn tr6n tranh. Khong khéi to mo, Kindaichi bat gidc
nudt nwde bot danh we.

Khi nhic t&i co6 gédi ndy, Isokawa ludn td vé sau ndo khong mudn k&
nhiéu. Lai thém kiéu 1ang trdnh nguoi khdc thé kia thi 4t phdi ¢6 uin khic
& day. Tri twdng twong cia Kindaichi bat gidc bay xa, suy doan xem liéu
sir viéc khung khi€p nam xwa c6 th€ anh hwdng thé nao téi mot dira tré con
ndm trong bung me.

T61 d6, Kindaichi do héi ¢d phuc vu Miki khi ¢6 nay mang btra tdi to,
“H6i chiéu toi c6 thd’y bong dang mot c6 gdi tré ngoai veon, phai chang la
cd chu Satoko?”

“Vang, vay la anh da gdp c6 Satoko ro61 a?”

“Cung khong hin, chi 12 toi thodng thiy c6 4y tir ding sau thoi. Co
Satoko lic nao ciling & trong nha kho a?”

“Da,” Miki, khodc trén ngwoi b6 vay 1ién don gian, chi xoay xoay cai
khay dat trén dau gdi ma khong dap gi cu thé hon.



Miki nam nay c6 1€ khoang 27 tudi, tirng 1am dau mot hd néng dan &
gan day nhwng da bd vé ngoai vi khong hoa hgp dwoc voi me chong.
Tranh vo dwa gidp vd dwa, vé nha lai va cham véi chi ddu, may nho Rika
bao boc, gio’ lam phuc vu va & ludn tai Nwdc néng Kame. Tuy Rika day
bido khd nghiém khic nhwng c6 nang vin chua di vao khudn phép 14m,
mom mép tép nhdy, hay ngdi 1é d6i mach. Ay vay ma hdm nay lai khong
hao hirng ti&p 1o thé nay thi hin 1a d bj ba chd din do cAm dodn nghiém
khic 1dm day.

“Phai cong nhan la mdt ¢6 gdi tré ma chiu dwgee canh & Ii trong kho
khong buwdc chan ra ngoai thi cling tai that.”

“Bé Satoko vOn 6m y&u nén vdy a,” Miki trd 101, thdi dd van ngip
ngung.

“Om y&u? Cuy th€1a th¢' nao?”

“Tim c6 &y c6 van d€ a. Chi can di bd mot ldc thdi 1a thd khong ra hoi
luén.”

Mot chirng bénh nao dé lién quan t&i van tim chang? Y hoc da chi ra
ring thai phu mét mdi qud d6 hay chiu nhitng ci sdc tim 1y c¢6 the giy dnh
hwdng toi siec khde tim mach cda thai nhi. Nhung chi thé théi thi chwa du
d€ giai thich cho ndi s¢ giao ti€p cha cd gi.

“Bé Satoko lam gi trong kho ca ngay?”

“Toi cling khong 1o nira...” Miki ngan ngo nghiéng dAu, tay van xoay
vong vong cdi khay trén ddu gdi. “To6i thwong thdy cd &y doc sach. Bé
Satoko thich sach 1dm.”

“Sach a? C6 &y hay doc thé loai nao?”

“T6i cling khong biét a...” Miki n& mot nu cwoi guwong gao.

Trong ¢6 phuc vu qua khong thudc dang d€ tim nguwoi ta doc sach gi.
Nghi ring c6 hdi thém ciing vo ich, Kindaichi bén khong xody siu vao nira.
Trong khi anh con dang cin nhic chi dé khdc, Miki di phan cong, “Quy
khach quan tdm t&i bé Satoko qua. Ma, & mdt noi lac hdu thé nay anh
khong thay chan a?”

“Khong, t6i t&i ddy chinh la d€ chan da’y chir. Nguwoi ta néi soOng cang
nham chén thi cang tho ma.”

“Qi, that chéng ai diang dinh dwgc nhw anh dau... Ping la nguwoi ¢
tién c6 khac.”



Pau ddm, néu c6 tién thi tdi di ching d&n noi khi ho cd gdy nay...
Kindaichi da suyt thd't ra, nhing van kip kim lai. N6i thé thi that 1€ v&i nha
Nuwdc néng Kame qua.

Cho rang c6 hdi nita ciing khong khai thac thém dwoc thdng tin gi vé
Satoko, Kindaichi doi dé tai, “Khong lién quan nhung Yukari van chwa t&i
nhi. Tha'y moi nguwoi trong lang ban tdn x6n xao sudt...”

Twdng ching ¢ phuc vu s& hao hitng véi chit @& nay hon, nhung sic
mat Miki lai xau di tha’y ro khi€n Kindaichi khong khoi ngac nhién. Guong
mit tron trinh phiic hdu v&i chiéc miii nhd va lan da phd phan tring nhw
banh day ric bot ctia Miki gio nhin nhw bi.

“C4i con d&y!” Miki thdt 1én bang giong sic 1ém nhw th& phi nhd mot
thtt ciin ba. “Toi ching hi€u né c6 gi to't dep ma moi ngudi ¢ nhing xj hét
ca 1én!” V& khinh bi va cau cé cho thdy ac cam khong hé nhe d6i voi
Yukari.

“Miki teng gap Yukari roi a?”

“Ciing 14u roi a, tw ldc nd vé diy so tan... HOi &y nd con la mot dia
vira den vira ban cor,” Miki nhiu may nhw th€ dang nh¢ lai hinh anh c6 bé
lem lu6c ngay xwa.

“Ttc 1a to ngay c6 &y trd nén noi ti€ng thi Miki chwa gap Tan nao a?”

“Thi n6 da vé day bao gio’ dau... Nhung khoe mong khoe nguc trén dnh
tap chi céc thit nhu th&"... Con gdi con dita gi ma... Nhu t6i chic xau hd
khong ddm nhin mat ai ntra r'oi. Suy dén clung ciing chi la dra con hang
khoa khong cha.”

“Con hang khéa?” Kindaichi thic méc. “T6i twdng nha me dé cla
Yukari 1a 1am ngh€ ren?”

“A khong, hang khéa chi 12 tén hiéu thoi a. Moi nha & viing nay tir xwa
déu c6 tén hi€u ca. Nhw nha t6i con goi 1a hang met ntra.”

Di nhién Kindaichi lic d6 ching ma’y d& tdm tén hiéu cia nha Bessho 1a
hang khéa hay gi. T&i khi anh phat hién ra y nghia trong dai cta tén hiéu thi
da qua mudn.

“Con anh, anh thay th&" nao a?”

“Tha’y gi thé€ nao co?”

“Chac anh ciling thich may dira con géi ki€u Ay chir gi. Cdi ki€u gan



nhuw tran trudng ay...”

“A vang, c4i ddy thi cling it nhiéu. Nhin th& niy cht toi van 12 dan ong
ma, ha ha,” Kindaichi than trong ca ng¢i ntv than néng bong kia.

“Qi that 12 d4ng so!” V& gian dir cia Miki the hién 16 qua ca hoi thé va
4nh mét, nhing khong biét nghi gi ma ¢d lai 14p tirc fu xiu.

“Nhung dan 6ng ding l1a déu thé& nhi. Ngwoi nhw cdu Kanao con phai
say mé con bé d6 roéi sudt ngay ban tinh chuyén tiéc ting chao mwng roéi
hdi thi hat c4c thir. Pang so that!” Miki vira can nhan vira don dep mam bat
Kindaichi m¢&i dung xong.

“Néu quy khach cé viéc gi thi cir rung chudéng nhé,” ¢6 dan, roi tha't
théu roi khoi phong.

Khong hiéu sao Kindaichi thd'y nhe ca ngwdi. Ching con hoi stc dau
de’ ti€p tuc tréu choc Miki, anh im lang nhin theo bong dang xa dan cuia co.
Hién tai chi ¢c6 minh Kindaichi lam khach & Nwdc néng Kame, nén anh
hoan toan cé th€ tdn hwdng cudc s6ng lwoi bi€ng khong bi ai lam phién
ding theo mong mudn.

Nhw da dé cap bén trén thi Nudc néng Kame nim & ria lang Pau Quy,
ngoi nha gan nha't cich dé phai gan hai ciy sd. Mat sau clia co’ s& nay la
mot ngon d'di c6 ddng nho phil kin. Chi ¢An nim dai trong gian phong mdé
toang ctra sau, 1a c6 th& thwdng thirc hwong thom phang phat dé chju cua
nhitng chiim nho twoi ngon mau hd phach niing triu trén gian. Pa 1au 1dm
roi anh m&i duwoc nghe thda thué dén thé ti€ng cic cu moi goi vao giac
ngu.

Kindaichi t&i ddy khéng phéi d€ khoi lai vu dn tir hai mwoi may nam
tred'c. Anh ch:flng no’ nan tinh nghia gi Isokawa ma phai lam nhw vay. Nén
anh chi nghe va biét nhirng thong tin d&€n mot cach ty nhién, chir khong
dinh tim hi€u ki cang la nha Yura sau d6 ra sao, hay nha Nire gio’ phat dat
nhwong nao. Hau hét thoi gian anh giam minh trong Nwdc néng Kame,
thinh thodng doc sdch, sip x&p lai ddng ghi nhé vé nhitng vu 4n da xir 1y,
con khong thi cr tho than dé€n hét ngay. Kindaichi thyc sy dang tdn hudng
st nham chan nhw mdt chi meo.

B&i vay anh chéng maYy khi di vé phia lang trong nhirng chuyén tan bo
ban sidng hay chi€u mudn, ma chi dao quanh nhirng rudng nho sau nti la
cung. DU vay, Kindaichi van gidp khong it ngwoi te khi dit chan dén day, va



da quen than véi mot trong s6° d6. Cling bdi noi nay 1la mét co’ so tri liéu
khoang néng, va nha't I1a hién tai, phong giai tri ctia khu nha tro hai tfang
von khong mdt bong khach lai dang dwoe st dung nhw noi tu hop cho
thanh nién trong lang.

Ngoai ngwoi nha Nudc nong Kame, nhan vat ma Kindaichi chao héi
dau tién sau khi dé€n day la Tatara Hoan. Cling khong phdi anh mudén tim
gap Hoan lam gi. Chgng qua la ngay sau hom t&i noi, anh tinh co’ cham mit
ong khi ndi hirng ngdm minh trong nha tim chung rong rdi thodng dang
thay cho nha tim nhd.

Nha tim chung 12 mot kién tric gd c¢6 mai chép nhon, khd rong rdi va
dwoc chia 1am hai gian nam-nit, ndi v&i ddy nha hai tAng bang mot hanh
lang nhung van c6 the vao tryc tiép tee veon. Trong gian thay d6 c6 chat
mot dong glo may, trén twong gin guong nhwng thiy ngan da bong tréc hét
ca nén chang con may tic dung. Pang sau cdnh ctta kinh cudi glan thay do
12 nha tim v&i bon nuwde rong t&i hon 30 m2. Va trong bdn tdm dang trao
nwde &y, ¢6 mdi cdi dau troc 16 ctia Hoan.

Kindaichi khé& dwa méit chao ngwdi khiach d&n truedre roi ciing hdoa minh
vao lan nwde, tham nghi khong biét ddy co phai 1a Tatara Hoan khong. Tw
cai dau troc va gwong mat nong kia, anh 100 mo’ nhin ra vé sanh soi ting
trai.

Sang dong c6 1& nwde sé dwoe dun néng bang clii, nhung mia he ving
khdch thi ngudi ta d€ luon & nhiét do tw nhién, chi 4m Am nho ning. Doi
lai, nhw vE€ sau Kindaichi dwgc bi€t, gia chu cling chéng thu phi khach t&i
tdm. DAu sao thi nhiét do nay ciing rat thich hop d& dling dinh ngdm minh.

“Cho hdi, khong bi€t ciu c6 phai la tién sinh ma chi huy Isokawa gidi
thiéu?”

Trong ldc Kindaichi dap dénh trong bon tim, Hoan chii dong bit
chuyén. Xem ra Isokawa di dé thém hai chi tién sinh!!'®! vao sau tén
Kindaichi trén gid’y gioi thiéu.

“Vang, chau tén l1a Kindaichi Kosuke, mong chi gitp do.”

“A, t6i 1a Tatara Hoan, ci¥ coi nhe mot ké dd xa ldnh ¢6i dovi ciing dworc.
Con c4u, la th&' nao vai chi huy Isokawa?”

“Da, quen bi€t so so’ thoi a.”

Kindaichi tra 1o 187y 16. Ong gia ciing khéng phat ¥, lai tiép tuc hdi



nhitng diéu ma ai ciing s& thic méc nhrr ngwdi khdng khde chd nao, dinh &
lai day bao lau.

“Thé cau lam nghé gi?7”

“A, chdu c6 viét lach mot chit.” Kindaichi ding ngay cdu trd 1o ma
anh da chuah bj sdn cho nhirng tinh huéng thé nay.

“A, viy nén mé&i ghi I3 tién sinh...”

Hoan chdp nhén ngay cau trd loi, khong hé dao béi thém ki€u nhw viét
lach th& loai ndo. Chic day 1a cach (rng xt& cia mot ngudi ting trai ching.

“Théi toi xin phép trwde... Ciu cr ty nhién nhé!” Hoan néi va ra khoi
bon tim sau mot h'6i néi chuyén trén trdi dudi be.

Kindaichi ty hdi khdng biét Hoan di bao nhiéu tudi. Chic trén dudi bay
muoi r6i, nhung phdi néi 12 dng con ra't sung sirc, than hinh nhd nhin ma
rin rdi. Duy chi tay phai 1a ¢6 v& bj tat nén 6ng ding khin khéng dwoc tu
nhién cho 1im.

Hau nhu chiéu nao Hoan ciing t&i Nwde nong Kame, Kindaichi cham
mit dng & nha tim chung ddi ba Tan nita. DAn da ciu chuyén gitra hai
ngwoi tré nén c&i mé hon.

“(¥ nong thon th& nay chic cdu budn chan 1dm nhi. Thinh thodng qua
chd t6i choi. Tuy chi 14 nha nat chzatng dang mot xu, nhwng ¢d minh t6i thoi
nén dwoc cai la chzatng phdi d€ y 1& nghi phép tic gi dau,” 6ng néi roi chi
dwong cho Kindaichi.

Theo loi ba tdm Miki thi 6ng Hoan tdim doi vor da bj ¢6 vo thir tdim bd
lai m§t minh vao nam ngodi.

Tiép d6, Kindaichi gdp dén 6ng Kahei nha Nire, ngwoi tri vi lang Péau
Quy nhw thién ha van bdo.

Khoang 8 gior t6i sau hdm dén diy, Kindaichi nghe thdy ti€ng dan
shamisen phdt ra tr gian d6i &m nhd ndm & mot géc biét 1ap bén hong
phong minh. Anh bat gidc chim chi l4ng nghe. Tiéng dan khong hé 6n 20
ma ra't nha nhan, ding diéu co ban, lai hoa quyén vai ti€ng sudi chay gan
d6 va chi vang 1én ngit quing nhw muwa roi nén cang thém cudn hit 1ong
ngwoi.

Kindaichi bwdc ra thém nha, trong thd'y dnh nén d6 bong trén khung



ctra sO tron bén kia veeon cdy, nhwng khong quan sat dwoe 1a c6 ai & trong
hay khong, cting khong nghe thdy tiéng ca vang léI,l cung nhip dan. N&u co
ai dang hat thi han phai 1a mot giai di€u tram lang lam.

Lic d6 Kindaichi vin chwa biét Satoko ludn thu minh trong nha kho
nén ban dau ciling twdng ti€ng dan la cia cd chi nha nay. Nhwng nghi lai thi
moi nguoi trong nha Nwdc néng Kame khong &)man bén di’y, dang mua vu
ban ron nén ciing kho cé th€ 1a ngwoi lang. Chang 1€ ¢6 vi khach vang lai
nao dan theo cd ca ki tir xa d&n. Pung lic Kindaichi con dang dodn gia
doan non, Miki mang tra toi.

“C6 vi khach nao bén kia a?”

“Vang,” Miki mim cwoi tinh nghich.

“Ai vay? Nguoi toe xa dén a?”

“Da khong, 1a 6ng chu Nire.”

Ong chu Nire... Kindaichi khong khoéi tron méit ngac nhién khi nghe
dén day. Nhu anh nghe ke thi 6ng chi nha Nire tén Kahei. Nhwng dang dip
ban ro6n ma Kahei lai toi hwdng lac voi ai dwgre chir?

“Quy khéch ciing bi€t 6ng Kahei a?” Miki hoi do khi thdy Kindaichi
dGi sic mit.

“A, khong... Chi 13, ti nghe d6n éng &y gidu c¢6 nhdt lang... Ma ai
dang choi shamisen thé? Ca ki ¢ dau dén a?”

“Khong, 1a ba chu a.”

“Ba cht?” Kindaichi lai tron mit ngac nhién. “Chj Kika dich than ti&p
dai sao?”

“Vang.

“Con ai khéac nra khong?”

“Khong, chi ¢6 hai ngwoi ho thoi a.”

“Ong Kahei hay qua day 1§m a?”

“Vang, cling khd thwong xuyén a.”

“Va mdi Tan Ong Kahei tdi 12 chi chi lai choi shamisen d€ tiép dai?”

_ “Vang, tr ndm ngodi, sau khi ba vor qua doi, dng Kahei c6 vé budn hon
han, hi.” B€ lai mot nu cwoi ddy an y, Miki quay budc. Cé khi chi vi mudn
néi nhitng diéu nay nén c6 mdi mang tra qua day.

Thoi gian sau d6 Kahei van ghé qua khodng ba ngay mot T'4n, hinh nhuw



déu chi ng'6i & gian d&i am, vira nghe Rika choi dan vira udng reou.

An twong ban d4u caa Kindaichi vé Rika 1a mot phu ni gia hon tudi,
nhwng c6 th€ day la cach gitr y cua ba d61 voi ngwoi ngoai nhw anh. DAy la
nghi theo hwdng tich cyc, chir néi phii phang thi khong chwng lai 1a bi€u
hién cda tdm ly xa ldnh cédnh gidc. Bi€t dau v&i ngwoi lang von gan gii
than thiét thi c6 kha niing Rika ciling khong ngai khoe chiit nhan sic x&
chiéu. Kindaichi da ting bat giip Rika ngoai hanh lang vao mot t&i Kahei
ghé thiam, va phai néi la anh khong khoi ngac nhién tred'c gwong mét bong
min wng &ng h'déng vi men rrgu clia ba, trong xuin sic hon ngay thudng
ra’t nhiéu.

Lan dau Kindaichi ti&€p chuyén vé&i Kahei ciing 12 trong nha tim, nhung
12 nha tim nhd ch khdng phai nha tim chung.

D6 1a t6i th tdm anh & day, dang ngdm minh trong b€ sau btra td1, tha
h'on ldng nghe tiéng sudi chidy gan d6. Canh ctra ngoai phong thay ¢6 bdng
mo ra, mot nguoi dan 6ng bwdc vao. Qua lop ctra kinh, Kindaichi li€c nhin
béng ngwdi mdi tdi va doan ra ngay 1a Kahei. C6 vé di tim qua & nha
tredre khi d&n, Kahei chi khodc mot bd 40 Nhat mia he don gian. Ong
nhanh chéng c¢&i bd quan 4o va tién vao nha tim.

“Chao ciu.” Nhu da biét trwede viée Kindaichi & day, Kahei cat ti€ng
chio hdi v&i vé than thién, d6i mét tinh anh 14 14nh 4nh cuoi.

Kahei tudi chwng luc tuan, mai téc hoa ti€u hii cua, tang nguoi lyc
lwong v&i khung xwong to, cao trén 1m70 va ddy dan béo t6t khac hin dan
den. Tt Ong toat ra mdt vé thu thai khién ngwoi ta dé dang nhan ra day la
mdt 6ng chu.

“C... chdo 6ng...” Kindaichi ha'p tdp ddp 101 tir trong bon tim.

Hoa minh vao dong nude, Kahei tiép tuc trd chuyén bang nhitng cha dé
trén troi dedi b€ thém mot ldc, r'oi dng ddt nhién quay sang Kindaichi véi
4nh mét tinh nghich, mim cuwdi rao dén, “Ma, cdu Kindaichi niy, tdi mdi
nghe ba cht & diy k€ cdu la do Isokawa gi&i thiéu dén.”

“Vang.”

“Nghe néi cau toi diy voi danh nghia tac gia gi d6 nhi...”

“Danh nghia dau, t6i cé vi€t lach that ma.” Kindaichi giat minh khié€n
lan nwoc séng sanh. Nghe chirng Kahei biét it nhiéu vé anh.

“Ha ha ha. Y nhu trong maYy ti€u thuy€t trinh tham nhi! T6i so* sud't



',?

qua!” Mit Kahei vin hap hdy 4nh cwoi, “Nhwng phai cong nhan 1a chi huy
Isokawa dai déng that. Tan tm v&i cong viéc nhw vay cling t6t...”

“Ong né6i th&'1a c6 y gi?”

“Thoi ndo, ciu Kindaichi, chic cdu di nghe chi huy k& vé vu lira ddo
hai mwoi ba ndm tredc roi.”

“Vang, cliing so’ so'... the thi sao?”

“Ching 1a tt d6 tr& di Isokawa van chwa ngudi thic méc. Hin cau da
bi€t chuyén Genjiro ch'ong ba chi ¢ day bi gi€t nhi.”

“Vang, toi c6 nghe qua.”

“Nhung thi th€ ctia Genjiro lai dwoe phét hién trong tinh trang cdm dau
vio bép, mit miii khong con 16 rang. Chéc 1a Isokawa thay cé diéu khong
on. No6i thaamg ra la ban khodn, li€u nan nhan c6 ding la cau chua Genjiro ctua
nha nay khong. Bi€t ddu nguwoi bi sat hai lai 1a tén ltra ddo kia... Suy cho
cung, khong thé nhan dién dworc thi cling chaamg thé hoan toan loai bd kha
nang nay. Va né€u nan nhan 1a tay Iwa ddo thi d6ng nghia v&i viéc Genjiro
con s6ng, va mdt ngay kia c6 th€ tré lai day. Nghi vay nén dé gio Isokawa
van luon d€ mét t&i Nude néng Kame...”

Kahei ngirng lai, thé mdt hoi r6i lai tiép tuc, mét nhin cham cham vao
Kindaichi. “Thé nén, phéi chang ciu toi day la d€...”

“K... khong phdi...” Kindaichi voi vang ngit 1o Kahei. “N6i vay thi
oan cho tdi qua. Toi chi dé€n day tinh dwong théi 6ng chu a...”

“Ong chu? Thay chwa, ciu biét toi 12 ai con gi. Toi con nghe d6n céu
da k&t than v&i Ong chi nha quan cai nira...”

“Ha ha, nghe ct nhu t6i lin 16i t&i day roi lung suc khip chén chi @&
lam sdng td mot vu an tir hai mroi may nam trede 4y nhi.”

“Khong phai sao?”

“That tinh td6i dé€n day chi d€ nghi dwong thoi. Tuy ding 1a cé nghe
Isokawa k€ chuyén ngay xwa that...”

“Thé& a,” Kahei 1am bam, mat thoang nét tha't vong.

Tha’y vay, Kindaichi thdm ngac nhién. Khong 1& ngwoi nay mudn 14t lai
vu an? Tai sao chu...

“That la, t6i ctr twdng ciu dinh tranh th giot mdu roi cia tay Ia dao
veé lang d€ thu thap manh m&i daYy.”



“Khong, chi 1a tring hop thdi. Hay ti€n thi ldc nao 6ng ke toi nghe thém
ve sy tinh h'o1 &y dwoc khong?”

“S&n sang thdi...”

“Nha Yura, khé&i nguon ctia moi chuyén, vé sau ra sao a?”

“A, vi vu d6 ma d&n niim 1935 thi Utaro ciing qua d&i, nha cira loan hét
ca 1én. Sau chién tranh lai gdp nhiéu chuyén... Nhung gio thi tam dd sdng
nho nghé trong nho.”

“Ba gba Atsuko van khde chir?”

“Um, cling gia réi. Ma ciu nay,” mat Kahei lai 4nh 1&n tinh ranh. “Chéc
cdu cling nghe chi huy k& nhi! C6 mét dao tdi va ba &y... ha ha ha.”

“Vang... la that sao?”

“U thi.. chang pha1 l1a chuyén hay ho gi, nhwng mo ty dang mleng meo
ma khong xoi thi chang phai h& mit dan 6ng sao. Ong gia bay gio con
sdng lam dm tdi 1én v&i t6i, nén khong kéo dai dwore l1au. Toi da 40, ba &y
cling 38 r'6i nén khong vién c¢& tré ngwoi non da dwoe. Ha ha ha.” Kahei
vira dap dénh trong 1an nuwdc vira 6m bung cwdi, nhung chiang may choc
da nghiém mat tré lai. “Du sao thi lic nao moi ciu qua nha, tdi sé€ k€ thém
chuyén cii cho cau nghe. Htra 1a khong tiét 16 voi ai vEé cau.”

T61 d6 Kahei vin thwedng reou v&i Rika, nhung vé sém hon hén binh
thwong.

M3dy hom ti€p theo, Kindaichi cling c6 gédp lai Hoan vai Tan trong nha
tdm chung vao ban ngay, nhuwng phai t&i t8i ming 7 thang Tdm, diing hai
tuan tw khi toi day, Kindaichi méi ghé tham noi Hoan sdng.

Cudc bd nhirng ntra ti€ng maéi t&i, nhwng ngdi nha toi tan cua Hoan
van 12 nha din gin Nudc néng Kame nhit. Tt ddy lai cudc bd thém muoi
lim phiit nita m&i tha’y rdi rac nhitng nha khdc. Nha Hoan nim dwdi chan
nudi, gan mot dam Ay kha 1on. Khi Kindaichi toi noi, d6n chao anh 1a hoa
béo tring né ro khip dam Ty, ciing nhu ti€ng ve rdm ran trong nhitng tdn
thong tda rong nhw vanh 6 bén trén méi nha.

D6 1a mo6t ngdi nha toi tan ding nghia, chi ¢c6 mot gian tra nwdc kiém
nha bép voi bép 10 swdi va mot can phong khoang 47 m2, mai nha khong
lop ngdi, teong dat khong son trat, may manh phén tre thay cho tim lop
tran da ngd mau niu dd cung thoi gian. N6i cho dé nghe 1a thanh dam, con
thyc t€1a ra't xap x€ roi.



Tuy nhién, cling may gia chd c6 vé 1a ngwoi thich sach s€ nén trong nha
trong ddi gon ging ngin nip. Ngay ca khi ng6i ddi dién véi Hoan bén
chiéc ban 1am bang thiing cdc tdong din gid'y nhap, Kindaichi ciing khong
tha'y ma't v€ sinh gi ca.

“Cau xem! Té x4 ciling dwore dd’y chie.” Khong bié€t vi sao, h6m nay
Hoan kha vui vé phan chan. “Gié thoi qua mat nwd'c nhw thé nay 1a khong
gi sanh bing luon. Ca lang ciing chfmg ké nao cé dwoc co ngoi twong ty
dau.”

Diing 1a nhirng lan gié mat rweei tr ngoai dAm Iha vao rat dé chiu, ¢
diéu Kindaichi khong chiu ndi mui hoi bun Ty kém theo. Nhung chic ai
sdng mai & noi nay thi roéi cling quen thoi.

“Cau Kindaichi, hom nay ciu dén dung luc qua.”

“Vang, sao a?”

“That ra 1a téi dang c6 viéc mu6n nho ai d6, nhwng nghi dén kha nang
bi dem ra béu ri€u 1a byc minh, nén con phan van chwa bi€t lam thé€ nao.
Cau xem ho t6i mot chit dwgre khdong?” Miat Hoan tng h'ong, Ong rit ra
mot bi thw mau h‘6ng phan chealng hé hop v&i phong cach 6ng, doan néi
tlep, kém theo nu cuwoi ngwong ngung. “Cau toi day hon mwoi ngay roi,
chic ciling nghe k€& it nhiéu. Chang la tw tré toi gior toi da 187y toi tdm doi
vo. Ciu biét che?”

“Vang, chau c6 nghe...” Kindaichi nhin theztng vao mdt 6ng chd nha.

Yéu rau xanh Ian lwot giét tim ngwoi vor cdia minh trong truyén thuyét
chau Au c6 1& phai 12 mot ké mit miii hung hi€m 4dc 6n 18m, con nguwoi dan
ong rdu xanh truedc mét Kindaichi ldc nay thi lai ra't diém dam, tham chi
con phang phat phong thai quy phai lich thiép. Ca doi phong ting nhuw thé’
ma xem chirng chuwa nhdm nho gi, vi 6ng van git dwoc vé ddy din khde
khodn, chaalng thdy anh hwdong cia tudi gia.

“Trong s6 tdm mu, ¢6 ngwoi t6i khdong vira y nén duoi di, cling co
ngwoi chiu khdong n6i ma bo tron. Ho6i tré thi chi yé&u 1a 1y do trwdce, con twe
sau ndm muoi thi hau nhw 1a téi bi ngwoi ta bd. Ha ha ha!” Hoan vira cwoi
vira xoa mat. “La thw nay la cia mu v’ thir nam tén Rin, bAio mudn quay vé
day.”

Kindaichi giit minh ngac nhién, mit cham chdm nhin Hoan. Ba v thit
ndm cda 6ng gia rdu xanh nay chaalng phai ciing ¢6 mat & lang vao nam



1932, nam xay ra vu an w?

Hoan khong nhén ra sy thay doi trén nét mat Kindaichi.

“Cau doc ho té1 dworc khong? Ch.’fmg ¢ gi nhay cam 18m dau.” Ong noéi
voi vé hi hieng nhw con nit.

Khéng con cich nao khéc, Kindaichi danh dwa mat xudng 14 thw Hoan
dwa, thw vi€t trén gidy chuyén danh cho céc ba cic c6. Trong thw 1a nhirng
ciu twr lwu lodt déc trung cda phu nr, ndi dung la tudi gia khi€n ban than
cam thay c6 don hon, dwgce biét ding Ay con c6 mdt thain mdt minh nén
hay la d€’t6i vé da'y gop gao thoi com chung. R'6i thi hdy bd qua chuyén cii
dé€ cung nhau an hudng tuoi gia cho do ¢6 don hiu quanh van van.

“Ra la th€ a,” Kindaichi noi, 1ong cling hoi xdc dong. “T6t qua roi,”
anh n6i va dwa trd 14 thw cho Hoan.

D6i méat hap hdy clia 6ng gia khong gidu ndi sw vui ming, “Cau ciing
nghi vy phai khong. Lic truede td6i han mu 1dm, doc nhitng dong hdi 16i
nay dam ra lai thwong. T61 da dinh h'6i am lu6n, nhwng cau thdy da’y.”

Hoan gio’ ban tay phai buong thong ra triedc. Dwong nhw né khong ma'y
khi dwoc st dung nén thodi héa hon hin tay trai. “To1 dang tinh tim ai vi€t
ho thi ding ldc cdu dén, khong bi€t ciu cé the gitp ghi lai nhirng gi ti ndi
duoc khong?”

“Vang, duoc a. Gi chir chuyén nho nay thi ¢ d€ chdu...” Kindaichi vui
vé nhan loi.

“T6t qua t6t qua. Vao viéc ludn thdi nhi...” Hoan hoi ha chuan bi gidy
biit phong bi, dem ra chiéc ban lam bing thiing céc tong. “Nao, cdu viét cho
to1 the nay nhé.”

Kindaichi chép lai theo 1&i Hoan doc, dai loai 12 néu vAy thi ding Ay cit
Ve, toi & mot minh cling ¢6 nhiéu cdi bat ti€n nén luén hoan nghénh, I4n
nay hdy cung song hoa thuan, toi gia y€u roi nén khong lam liéu hay do1
Xt t& v&i ddng 4y nhw h'oi xwa dau, doc dwoc thi hiy vé di nhé... C6 18
Hoan ciing c& hét stirc d€ gitr v& nghiém nghi, nhung do qua mwng ma ong
da dan xudng nuwdc trong ciu tir lam Kindaichi phai can chinh lai d6i chiit.

“Cam on ciu nhiéu 18m. Thé 14 tdi dwoc ctu roi.”

“P€ chau viét ludn dia chi cho chd nhé,” Kindaichi néi roi 14t méit sau
bi thw cta Rin. “Gti ba Kuribayashi Rin, nha Machida, 2-36 phwong Nishi-
yanaglwara, quan Hyogo, thanh pho Kobe...”



Kindaichi vira viét vira hdi Hoan, “Chd Hoan nay, chir viét trong thw
dep phét nhi, 1a cia ba Rin a?”

“Pau c6, con nguwdi Ay 1am sao ma viet dep nhw vay dwoc. Chic nho ai
vi€t ho gidng toi thoi.”

Thay Hoan r&i rit nhu con nit khi nghe tin ngudi vor thit nim sip Ve,
Kindaichi cling ngai khong mudn hdi d€n vu an ngay xwa. R6t cudc chuyén
viéng tham hom dé gan nhw chi d€ viét the hd Hoan.

Lang Pau Quy tré nén ndo nhiét nho tin bdo chinh thirc rang Yukari sé
dén vao ngay 11. T61 xudng, phong giai tri & khu nha tro chung cia Nwdc
néng Kame lai tr¢ thanh noi nam nr thanh nién trong lang tu tap ban bac
01 noi ki cang veé budi tiéc chao mung.

Tredc hom Yukari t¢i noi, tiec mung 10 thdng Tdm, 1a ngay gid cua
Yura Utaro, mat ndm 1935. Ba chd Nwdc néng Kame da di phu gitdp gid
chap tw qué trwa, con Kindaichi cling cé viéc phai vegt déo Sennin lic
chiéu t6i. Bén kia d¢o la mot thi tran nhd thudce tinh Hyogo c6 té€n Soja.
Kindaichi c6 chiit cong chuyén & ddy va da dinh bung s€ nan lai m6t dém
né&u mudn mdi xong viéc. Trirde khi di anh nhén v&i ngudi & Nude néng
Kame nhuw vay.

Lic Kindaichi t&i deo thi b6n bé da nhudém mau hoang hon. O ca hai
bén chan deo di l4c dic 1én den. Téi gan dinh deo, Kindaichi bat giip mot
ba gia dau quan khan, Iwvng deo mdt boc d6 to. Do ba phai cong lung vac
d6 nén anh khoéng nhin rd mit, chi nhé 1a ¢6 vai sgi tc bac 16 ra t 1op
khan qua'n dau cung chi€c quan vai soc nhd ki€u tim gau truyén thdng. Ba
x4 ta't tring di ngd mau chdo long va ddi dép coi ngin khong dd 6m hét
g6t. Hinh nhw d&€ chong ning hay gi 6 ma ba con deo ca cic miéng boc cd
tay, 6ng chan nwra thi phai...

T4t nhién day la sau nay nghi lai, chir ngay lic &y thi Kindaichi ch:fmg
may ban tm vé ba gia. Khi hai ngwoi di ngang qua nhau, ba cong lwng ha
thdp dau hon ntra, mi€ng 1am bam vai cau khi€n Kindaichi khong khoi
sttng ngwoi dung budce, “Xin thir 161 vi da 1am phién. T6i 1a Rin day. Toi
m&i vé lai nha quan cai, mong dworc gitp d&.” N6i bing giong If nhi chi
vira di nghe xong, ba gia lai 1& d6i dép c6i ngén ciin huwdng xudng deo, tién
vé phia lang Dau Quy.



Sau ndy, mdi Mn nh& lai canh d6, Kindaichi khong khoi ndi da ga.
Ngoai anh ra thi con nim, sdu ngwdi khdc bit gip ba, va ai ciing nghe ba
lam bam twong ty. Tuy nhién do troi dd nha nhem va tw thé cong lwng cui
madt, khong mot ai nhin rd mat ba.

Trong anh chiéu ta ma mi gio Ddu ngay mung 10 thang Tdm ndm 1955
4y, ba gia tw xung la Rin da veot deo Sennin t&i lang Pau Quy nhw mét
bong ma, mang theo minh ndi khi€p so’ ron ngwoi cing nhirng bi an chwa
cé lovi giai boc trong géi d'6 trén lung...

Nhung t67 hom 'y, Kindaichi vin chwa twdng twong ndi mot vién canh
nhw vay. Tham chi anh con thdy &m long, “A, hda ra ba gia chinh la Rin,
ngwoi vor thir nam cda Ong gia rdu xanh.” Va sai budc ti€p sang bén kia
deo Sennin.

V&i y dinh quay lai Nwdc nong Kame trwedc khi sang ngay mai,
Kindaichi di chuih bi s&n cd d&n pin, nhung rot cudc anh van phai t4 tic
mot dém & Soja do con mwa dong Ion dot ngdt d6 bd vao vung nay lic 9
gio to1.

Kindaichi biét 1a thoi tiét mién nii dé thay doi tha't thweong, nhwng phai
lau 1dm r'6i anh md&i trai nghiém mot con mua dong di ddi nhw t&i d6.
Ti€ng sa'm ram ram doi vang gitra nhirng day ndi twdng chirng lam rung
chuyén ca mat da't. Troi cir mua nhw trit nwdc sudt hon hai ti€ng dong h'd.
May la Kindaichi da lwong trede kha nang phai & lai Soja mdt dém nén da
héi ba chu Rika va dwgec chi cho mot 1 quan thdn qué tén Izutsu. Ba chu
Ito cta Izutsu von la ngwoi lang Pau Quy 18y ch'dng & day.

Trong khi Ito voi vang déng rém chin muwa tir gian khach ndm biét 1ap
voi phédn con lai clia ngodi nha, Kindaichi dirng bén hién nhin vé phia deo
Sennin d€ thA’'y mot tia chép ryc sdng chéi mét nhr mudn xé nat man dém.
Gitra hang loat ti€ng s&'m dung doang vang vong khong ngdt, bdng c6 mot
am thanh tram duc doéi t&i tdn tdm can anh. Dwong nhw sét da danh tring
noi nao do, gdy nén mdt cot Iira xa xa trong lan mwa xd1i xa.

Vao dém vui ctia hai con nguoi 1au ngay méi gap lai nhe Hoan va ba
vo thir ndm cda 6ng ma troi lai d& chirng thé nay, that vira budn cwoi vira
t01 nghi€p. Kindaichi thdm nghi.



Thé& ma... N&u Kindaichi bi€t dwgc chuyén gi da xay ra, hay n6i ding
hon 1a dang xay ra trong ngdi nha tranh bén bo ddm cua Hoan, hin anh
khong th€ dung dinh nhw vay.

Khodng 12 gio @&m mua bét dau ngdt, sing hom sau troi lai ndng dep
nhw the h'6i dém khong hé mwa gié gi. To1 qua cip dién tw khodng 10 gio,
lai thém nha dot t& tung nén Kindaichi mai m&i ngd dwore. Hon 9 gior sang,
anh choang tinh vi ti&€ng phdo hoa tir xa vong lai. Mo’ mang 1ing nghe tiéng
phdo hoa, Kindaichi nhé ra hdm nay la ngay ma nt than néng bong veé
lang. Khi 4nh ning xuyén qua rém da gay git hon, anh m&i voi vang tinh
han.

Kindaichi bat ddy, cu6ng cudng tim chi€c dong hd deo tay ddt canh
g61. 9 gior 30 phit. Anh vdi va cuén mot tdAm rém 1én va thad'y bén ngoai
ning chéi chang. Kindaichi dui mit v&i vé ngdn ngdm. Anh di dinh sing
nay s€ ddy that som d€ veé lang khi troi con mat, va da néi trede voi ba cha
qudn nhw vdy. Soja cdch lang Dau Quy khodng sdu cdy s0, di chi mét ti€ng
o, nhu’ng Kindaichi chang mudn phai veot deo gitra trwa he chut nao.
Dil rang c6 the goi xe kéo, nhung that tinh anh chang muén né€m trai [an
nira cai nong am ham hap trong du che.

Lic Kindaichi ng6i vao ban dung btra an khong bi€t 1a cho sang hay
trira thi da hon 10 gio. Ito tw don d0 an 1én, tha'y thé” thi néi v&i vé dy ndy,
“Mong quy khdch thir 18i. T6i da dinh ddnh thirc, nhung thd’y cdu ngu say
qua nén lai théi...”

“Khong sao dau. T6i ciing khong c6 viéc gi gdp, chic s& lwu lai day
thém mdt ldc nira doii mét troi roi ve.”

“Vay a. Clr tedng tdi qua mwa rao xong troii s€ mat hon, thé” ma lai
nong thé nay.”

Ito 14y dng tay 4o kimono bing vai lanh chAm b&t md héi trén song
miii, ra chiéu néng 14m. Ti€ng phdo hoa ding doang gitra ning heé ryc lira
cang khi€n khong khi cé vé n'dng nuyc hon.

“Ma tran mwa dong tdi qua khi€p that chi nhi! Khong bi€t c6 thiét hai
gi khong?”

“Bén DPAu Quy c6 miy chd man sau ndi bj sét danh thi phai. Nhung
nghe phdo hoa ndo nhiét th& kia thi chic khong c6 gi ddng k& dau a.” Dt
101, Ito quay qua nhin Kindaichi chdm cham. “Tdi nghe bao quy khach dang



& Nuwdc nong Kame, phdi ching 1a cé gi lién quan toi ngwoi mang tén
Ozora Yukari?”

“Khong, dau coé... Toi khéng ngo' minh lai dé€n ding dip trong dai daYy.
Cong nhan cd nang nay noi ti€ng that. Chi c6 quen biét gi a?”

“Khong, bé Chieko thi téi khong o ma’y. Néu la Harue me c6 bé thi...”

Ito ndm nay chwrng ngi tuan. Gio’ 1a ndm 1955, tic 1a khi vu an kia xay
ra chic ba da di 18y chdng roi... Tuy nhién, Kindaichi van hdi thit, “Tam
nam 1932 thi chi da d&€n day lam dau chwa a?”

“R6i a, ldc &Yy tdi con ¢6 con roi. Nhieng ma Harue thwong xuyén ghé
sang. V&i mot ngwoi dan 6ng,” Ito nd nu cwoi day an y.

Kindaichi khéng khéi gidt minh, “Ngwoi dan 6ng, phai chang la tay lwa
dao Onda?”

“0, quy khéch nghe r'6i a?”

“T6i & bén lang da hai tuan, lai thém sy kién Yukari vinh quy bai td nén
nghiém nhién dwoc nghe k& chuyén xwa thoi. VAy la chi biét ga Onda day
ar’

“Véng, ldc dau la do nha quan cai gi¢i thiéu. Cau bi€t nha quan cai
chi?”

“Biét chir. Ong gia Tatara Hoan phai khong a? T6i con qua thim nha
ong ron.”

“O thé co 4? Quy héa qud. Toi day dwoc dng chii nha quan cai gidp d&
rd't nhiéu tw h'6i tré dd’y a. Sang bén nay lam dau ciing 1a nho 6ng &y ca.
Mot ngeoi bao dong t6t tinh nhwng lai tin ngwoi quéd, nén maéi bi ké gian
ltra phinh. Nhiéu khi nghi tdi nghiép that.” C6 vé nhw viéc quen bi€t Hoan
gidp Kindaichi trong dang tin cdy hon, nén Ito ti€p chuyén h'6 hdi hin 1én.

“H6i d6 Onda muwdn gian phu nha Hoan lam noi ta tdc nhi?”

“Phai, nhung & d6 kho ma tam sy ri€éng tw dwore nén ho hay bi mat hen
gap & day. To6i nho ldc &y bé Harue moi tdm 16 tudi. Tuy lam ngh€é nay
nhung t6i van néi v&i chdng, by gior con sdng, ngan 4y tudi thi nhd qud,
con gai phai cah than gitt minh. Ong chil nha quan cai von phéng khodng
nén clr ceoi bao mac ké di, doa 1a can tré tinh duyén cia nguwoi khac, s€ bi
ngua da chet.”

“Khi x4y ra chuyén hidn moi ngwdi bat ng 1§m?”



“Tatnhiénrodia...”

“Thé& canh sat c6 bi€t khong? Viéc Onda dung noi day lam dia diém ho
hen 8y?”

“Cai d6 thi... 1a th& nay quy khach a,” Ito nhich t&i tredrc mot chuit r'oi
m&i tiép tuc. “Ong nha toi von hay d€y tiéu tiét, nén cling ban tim mai. Vé
sau tim dén hoéi y ki€n 6ng chll nha quan cai thi lai dworc khuyén 1a ké di,
n&u ai héi... tirc 12 néu canh sat ma dén diéu tra &Yy, thi c6 gi ndi ndy, chir
chealng can ty di trinh bdo la ga thué phong & day d€ hen ho dau. Canh sat
khong dén diéu tra, nén moi chuyén ctr thé troi vao quén lang. Bdi voi 6ng
thi canh sat chaamg la céi dinh gi, lai thém cau ctra miéng ké di ké di ntra...
Gid ma ong Ay ding céi gi ciing ké thi chwra chic moi s thanh ra nhw thé,
ha ha.”

N6i 12 néi vay, mdi I'an nhic d&n dng chii nha quan cai mét Ito van 4nh
1én nét hoai niém, khong chira dwng chidt 4c cam nao.

“Nghe bao cudi cuing khdng ai nim dwoc tung tich than phan cda tay
Onda kia. Chij c6 bi€t gi hon khong?”

“Toi1 chflng ban tAm xem ga ta tr x4 nao chui ra dau a. Chi ¢6 Harue la
ddng thwong thoi. V€ sau ¢ bé van thwong xuyén ghé qua diy hoi xem c6
tin tirc gi khong, d&€' r'oi Tan nao ciing thiit thit ra vé. Ay vy ma dira tré chao
doi ngay d6 nay da thanh danh... Vdn ménh con nguoi ding la khong ai
doan tredec dwore.”

Ito néi v&i giong xdc dong, nhwng Kindaichi lai d€ y t&i mdt van dé
khac, “Hay la Hoan bié&t diéu gi nhi?”

“T6i khong rd. Con nguoi &y tor xwa da ¢6 gi ddy vuot trén thwong
thirc roi. Nhung quy khéch a, téi vin cdm thiy tay Onda kia khong phai ké
gAy ra chuyén tan nhin dé&n vay. H6i con sdng dng nha tdi hay bao th&. Co’
ma dau sao khi &y ngwoi ta van con tré tudi bodng bot va 1am nhiéu viéc
khong ding dan nira.”

“Khong dirng ddn?” Kindaichi bt gidc nhin thflng vao Ito sau khi nghe
nhirng 101 vira r'oi. “No6i vay 1a Onda con qua lai voi cd nhieng ¢6 géi khac
ngoai me cuia Yukari?”

“Qi, t6i lai n6i gi th& nay...” Nghe thic mic m&i nhan ra minh vira 16
lovi, Ito gidt minh, mat 16 rd vé boi roi. “Khong cé gi dau quy khach a, 1a
chuyén tr ngay xwa r'oi. Thoi ciu c ty nhién nhé... Ma ciu khéng can bira



trera nhi?”

Ito thu don bat diia va voi vang roi di, thdi dd nhw the€ tw trach minh c6
tudi ma khong biét gitr mom gitr miéng. Kindaichi doi mét theo ba ta, dau
6c van ban ron hoat dong. Theo nhw Ito k€ thi ngoai Harue, Onda con c6
quan hé voi ngwoi khac. Cho du 1a ai thi xét viéc Isokawa khong dé cp toi
dua tha'y day 1a mot van dé bé boi va da ludn dugec bung bit, chi ngwoi lam
cong viéc lién quan nhu Ito mé&i ndm dwoc. C6 vé nhur co quan diéu tra
dwong thoi da thi€u sét 1om khi d€ lot sy ton tai chia 1 quan Izutsu.

Nhung diu sao thi nhw Ito néi, d6 1a chuyén tr ngay xwa r'oi. Nghi vay,
Kindaichi Iién chuyén sw chi y sang to’ bio ma ba vira dem t¢i. Chi€m tron
trang xa hoi 1a bai bdo vé Yukari.

Bén canh anh chan dung ctia c6 gdi, con c6 ca anh biét thy Yukari, ngdi
nha ma c¢6 xay cho vg ch'ong Ryota. Tuy da & lang hon chuc ngay nhwng
do n6é nim ngwoc hwdng véi Nude néng Kame nén Kindaichi chwa c6 dip
chiém ngwong. Nhin qua anh thi phai cong nhan hoanh trang that. Ki€u
dang thi€t k& chiéu theo y thich cua vor chong Ryota, nhung tho thuyén
déu twr tan Tokyo t&i nén nhin khong khac gi ma’y biét thy & kinh thanh.

Trong khi doc bai bdo, Kindaichi ho'i ngac nhién vi hai cai tén.

Thang Ba nadm 1945, khi vé qué so’ tan tranh dot khong kich 1én vao
Kobe, Yukari m&i dwore 12 tudi. C& nhién 1a cd bé dd hoc mot nam ti€u hoc
tai lang Pau Quy, va trong bai viét c6 doan hai ngwoi ban cung khéa cia c6
la Yura Yasuko va Nire Fumiko k€ vé ki niém ngay nhd v&i Yukari. Diéu
khién Kindaichi chi y & day la hai céi tén Nire va Yura chir khong hin 12
ndi dung cau chuyén day hoai ni€m kia.

LA ban ciing khéa ctia Yukari nén nim nay hai c¢6 nay chic ciing hai
muoi hai xuan xanh. Xét do tudi, cé 1€ Yasuko con gai Utaro, con Fumiko
la con Kahei. Satoko nha Nwdc nong Kame cling 22 tu6i nén nhiéu kha
nang cung khéa v&i bon ho.

Phat hi€n nay dem dén cho Kindaichi mot cam gidc ban khodn la
thwong. VE phia nha Nire thi khong ¢6 gi d€ néi, nhwng 4n odn gitra hai nha
Yura va Aoike v&i cha ctia Yukari von khong phai dé dang bd qua. Cha ctia
Satoko la do cha Yukari gi€t hai, con cha Yasuko vi 1€ d6 ma qua doi. N6i
mot cdch ¢6 hd thi Yukari chinh 1a con géi cida ké thu giét cha d6i voi
Yasuko va Satoko. Cho du 1a lich sy d61 dai thi khong 1y nao con gai nha



Yura lai ¢6 thé chao dén con gdi cua tay ltra ddo sat nhan, ké tha ac ciia moi
chuyén, vinh quy bdi to' vé lang.

Tiéng phdo hoa ti phia lang PAu Quy van tiép tuc vang vong, d&€n qud
trira thi ngay & thj trdn Soja ciling bit d4u ban phdo. Trong khi Kindaichi
con dang ba't ngo thi Ito buwdc vao, mang theo khay thiy tinh bay may qua
dao mat. Xem chirng ba van con diéu mudn néi.

“Pao con mat day, moi cau dung.”

“Cam on chj. Ma thj trAn bén nay bit d4u ban ph4o hoa r'di nhi.”

“Bay v€ khi€p that da’y, cr nhw thién t&r gidng 1am vay...” Ito cuoi truw,
tay bt d4u got ddo.

Thoi chién, quin ddi ¢6 1am mdt con dwong quan dung dan tir Kobe vé
viing Sakushu man Pong Béc tinh Okayama, di qua mé ngoai ca thj trin
nay. Ngay nay thi vin ¢ xe buyt chay qua, va ciing 1a tuy&€n dwong Yukari
ngoi xe hoi tré ve.

Kindaichi gang hdi thém vé Yura Yasuko va Nire Fumiko, va qua nhién
anh doan khong sai. Thém vao d6 thi Ito con cho bi€t 1a nha Yura c6 nam
ngwoi va hién do cu Ioko 82 tudi buéng rém cha’p chinh. Ngay Atsuko
ctirng coi la thé” ma cling khong ddm nghénh ngang tred'c mat ba me chong
ti€ng la da thodi lui vé hau treong.

“Ha ha, Atsuko la nguoi dan ba thép khi€n dan 6ng phai n€ mat nhw
vay sao?”

“Tw xwa moi ngwoi da d6n dai thé roi. Nhwng ding nhw ngwoi ta noi,
dan ba siu sic nhw coi dyng trau, phu nit sic sdo qua nhiéu lic lai ric rdi.
Viéc Utaro bj Onda cho vao trong von xud't phat tr sw hdu thuin cua ba
Atsuko.”

“Nghia la nghe vor xdi nén 6ng &y m&i hop tac véi Onda?”

“Vang. Ong nha da’y v&n trdm tinh thdi, nhung ba vor Atsuko lai rat
hig¢u thing, khong mudn thua kém nha Nire, nén mdi thanh ra nhw vay. Pay
cling 1a 1y do khi€n Atsuko khdong moc mdi sui tam gi dwgc tredc ba me
chong Ioko, du trén danh nghia cy khong nhing tay vao viéc gia toc ntra.”

Ba nguoi con lai trong nha Yura la cu con ndi doi tén Toshiro, ¢6 vor
Eiko, va Yasuko, ngwoi da xud't hién trén mat bao. Gitra Toshiro va Yasuko
¢ mdt nam mot nir nra, nhwng ciu con thir mat trong chié€n tranh, cd con
gai 1on da di 18y chdng nén gio' & nha con ¢6 nam nguoi vira k€. Toshiro



da 33 tudi, nhwng nam kia m&i di linh & Siberia vé, nam ngodi mdi két
hon, nén van chwa c6 con.

“Toshiro cling khd, chdn chan mai & Siberia, vé dwoc nha thi rudng
vwon lai bi tich thu ca... Thém thién ha de biu la cta cai phi nghia thi khé
gitr lau.”

“A, k& gian Itra phinh nha quan cai ma lic tredc chj néi 1a chi nha Yura
nhi?”

“Utaro thi nhw t6i da néi, von rat tram tinh va 1a mot cha gia dinh doi
thir ba di€n hinh. Nhwng hai doi tredec d6 déu noi ti€ng thuwong xuyén gay
nghiép ca.”

Kindaichi nhan ti€n héi thém vé nha Nire va dwoc bi€t gia dinh nay
hién c6 tdm nguwoi, dirng dau la Kahei moi gda v tir ndm ngodi. Ti€p dén
l1a cdu con ndi doéi tén Naohei va cd vor Michiko. Naohei nam nay 35 tudi,
phuc vién Man Chau vé 1ién két hdn ngay nén gio’ da ¢6 ba mun con. Ngoai
ra thi con c6 cau thir Katsuhei va c¢d ut Fumiko, tong cOng la tim nguoi.
Kahei con hai c6 con géi khac nhueng déu da vé nha chong.

“Ma chi chu nay,” Kindaichi dgi Ito néi xong r'oi m&i mé lovi. “Lic doc
bdo tdi c6 thic mic mot dieém. H6i trwede, con gdi Onda, con gdi hai nha
Yura va Nire, rdi con gdi nha Nuwdc néng Kame nira, déu bang tudi va hoc
cung mot 1op ca w?”

Ito khong trd loi ngay. Do ba cii mat got dao nén Kindaichi khong thay
o bi€u cam, sau mot khoang lang, d&n khi 1€n ti€ng lai thi giong ba nhw lac
hin di, “Vi viéc &'y nén dng chll nha quan cai van lo day.”

“Hoan lo gi co.”

“Chflng la 6ng &y twng néi c6 Harue mudén vung ti€n x4y nha thi tuy,
nhung d4u nhdt thi€t phai dan cd Chieko V& noi qué mua nay lam chi.
Mong 12 khong cé chuyén gi bat tric xay ra...”

“Chi linh tinh la s€ c6 chuyén gi sao?”

“Khong, 1a dng chd nha quan cai &y a. Ma con nguoi d6 nira lo nira
hirng ngéng cho’ ntra cor. Toi got xong roi, moi quy khach dung dao.” Ito
quay sang phia khac nhw the bi chéi mét, trdnh cdi nhin cta Kindaichi.

“Véng, cdm on chi.” Vira dwa mi€ng dao mat lanh 1én miéng, Kindaichi
vra ti€p tuc dong suy nghi.

Nhirng ngwoi nay... Tatara Hoan, roi ngwoi phu nit ng6i tred'c mat



anh, chic chin c6 biét mot sy thit vd cling trong dai nao d6 ding sau vu 4n
ndm 1932... Nhung gid c6 héi thi ho ciing ching doi no néi dau.

“A ma...” Kindaichi d6i sang mdt chuyén anh méi swc nhé ra, miéng
van nhai ddo. “Chéic chj biét mot ngudi tén Rin chir a? Ba vor thit nim cda
Hoan 2y...”

“Véng, toi bi€t kha ro6, nhirng ma sao a?” Ito hdi ngwoe lai véi dnh mét
ba't an.

“Ba &y m&i quay vé voi ong chong cii ddy. Ha ha.”

Kindaichi k&€ ma long &m &ap, nhwng Ito lai nhin anh mdt cdch hoang
mang.

“Cau... ndi vay la sao?” Ba hdi ngay.

“La vy day. Ba Rin cht dong guri thw bao ca hai gia ca r'oi nén hay lam
lanh théi, xong Hoan nho t6i viét h'6i am.” Kindaichi thuit lai sy tinh m&Yy
hom trede, khong quén k&€ minh gdp ba gia ty xwng la Rin trén déo chiéu
qua. Nghe vy, mat Ito tdi mét di. Bat ngo trwdc bi€u hién dy, Kindaichi
vOi héi, “C6 chuyén gi sao? Rin khong nén vé day w?”

“Khéng, viéc nay, sau d6 thi...” Ito néi v&i hoi thd dit quang. “Ong
chi nha quan cai ¢6 néi gi khong? V€ thw Rin 8y?”

“Ong muing 14m. C& pha'n khéi ra vao nhw tré con. Nhung, 4, chi sao
vay?”

S&c mit Ito tim tdi d4n, 4nh mét thi c& nhw t6i sAm t&i noi, khién
Kindaichi khong khoi ngd ngang. Anh dang dinh dirng ddy thi mot dam
thanh nién ho reo ua vao.

Gi6ng nhw nhiéu I quan khéc, gitra nha tredrc va nha sau cua Izutsu ¢
mot khodnh vwon. Phiang phang bang qua khoanh vwon dé d€ tién vé
hwdng nay chinh 1a thanh nién lang Pau Quy. Ba nam hai nt, trong d6 c6
ca Kanao nha Nwdc néng Kame. Ma’y anh con trai déu rd't h'o hoi.

“O, may dtra, sao lai d&n ddy hét th& nay... C6 viéc gi 427"

Dwong nhu d6i voi Ito, sy xud't hién ciia ndm thanh nién nay l1a mdt
Iiéu thud'c hiéu qua gidp ba suc tinh lai ngay khi sdp ngd't. Ba voi dua tay
40 quét nwdc mat va hoi, “C6 chuyén gi 4?”



“Me, me a.” Lan trong ddm thanh nién con ¢6 ca cd con dau tré ming
tén Teru cua 1 quan Izutsu. Mat cd rng @4 nhw man vi hao hirc. “Chuyén
16n 14m 1udn a. Con vira nghe anh Katsuhei thong b4o xong. Yukari s& dén
day day.”

“O, bé Chieko t&i day sao? C6 that khong?”

“C6 gi ma that véi khong that dau a,” mot thanh nién via néi vira
budng minh xudng mép hién. “O, c6 qua ngon niy.” Chéng h€ ngai ngan,
ciu ta v&i tay 14y mot miéng ddo, c¢d tinh ddo mit mot lwot roi méi tiep
tuc. “Co a, c6 dwng ngac nhién qua nhé. C6 dién thoai tor Kobe bao voi
chinh quyén lang 1a Yukari s€ ghé qua day nghi chan tredc khi vEé lang
da’y,” cau ta nh'dm nhoam nhai dao.

Kindaichi bi€t thanh nién nay. C4u ta thwong cung Kanao chu tri cac
cudc hop ban cia dam thanh nién lang Pau Quy tai phong gidi tri Nuwoc
nong Kame. Theo nhw Ito vira k€ thi cdu ta chinh la Katsuhei, con trai thi
ctia Kahei. C4ch c4u ta ddo méit mdt cdch tinh ranh khi néi chuyén ding 1a
giong cha. Tuy khong nam tinh va to cao nhw Kahei, nhwng hdm nay trong
cau ra dang dan 6ng hon hin v&i méi téc 18 ngoi trai dang hoang va chi€c
40 so’ mi cO bé tinh twom lich thiép.

“O, that ha Kanao?”

“Véng, that day cd a,” Kanao n® nu cuoi voi vé diém tinh. Cu chang
nay lic nao cling twoi cwoi va diém tinh nhw vay.

“Sor d@én bat ngo qua lai lam ¢6 cu6ng nén ban ndy me Yukari cé goi
dién nho bdo trede cho ¢d biét. Thé 1a pho chi tich ¢ bon chau dén day.”

“Oi that 12, Harue vAn con nhé d&n toi cor day,” Ito vira bdi rdi vira cam
dong.

Gia st Ito ma c6 chit 4c cdm nao v&i me con Yukari thi trong gidy phut
ndy day chic da hoan toan tan bién.

“Phai nh¢ thi méi ghé qua diy chir. Ma khong, phai 1a viéng tham chi.
Co6 phai ti€p do6n cho t t& nhé, nhw tiéu chuan qud’c khach ay.”

“Thoéi nao anh ba, gi ma quéc khach cor chi.”

“Fumiko, anh may no6i theé” c6 gi khong dwore a?”

“Véng, ctr vé chuyén thoi, Yasuko nhi?”

“He he.”



“Thé& nay thi phai goi 12 hwong khach!!”l m&i ding chi Katsuhei. Piing
khong nhoc Goro.”

“Em xin phép khong ¥ ki€n. Du sao ciing la c6 em ma.”

“Thoi ki€u c¢6 chdu dd’y di Goro, nghe tdi Yukari 14m.” Kanao nhic ciu
ban, vin v&i vé diém tinh quen thudc. Cau Goro nay xem ra 1a chdu noi cta
Bessho Ryota. Tirc 1a anh em ho v&i Chieko/Ozora Yukari n€u xét huyét
thdng, nhung trén hd tich thi Yukari lai thanh ¢6 ctia Goro. Trong ciu chang
chirng ham hai ham ba.

“Ha ha ha. Hwong khach a, tiéu chuan ha nhanh quéd nhi. Ma ca me tré
Kanao va nhéc Goro khong in dao a. M4t 1dm da’y. Cho bon né may miéng
cO nhé?”

“A, r, md’y dira in di. Teru, con con dirng di’y thin tho gi niva, mau 14y
thém dao ra didy. Ma Katsuhei a, Harue va Chieko khoang may gio’ dén
the™?”

“A phai r'6i, nghe néi 12 tAm 4 gio ho s& t&i a. By gio g4n 2 gic, nén
con hai ti€ng ntra co’.”

“Qi, th&’1a may dira ci't cong chay sang chi d€ bdo tin w?”

“Da, mot phén thoi, con chu yéu bon chdu dinh nhén tién t&i diy dén
doan Iuon. Gi thi gi, van 1a ¢d gdi tAm c¢& qudc khach cor ma.”

“Vay sao, thé’ nén ca Fumiko va c6 chu Yura ciing...”

Khong hi€u sao nhwng trong giong Ito cé chiit gi nghen ngao.

“Co gi dau co, Chglng qua ddm nay ma to ra lanh nhat thi s€ bi nghi Ia
ghen tj v&i thanh cong cta Yukari, nén chiing né m&i cin ring ma di don
day.”

“Qi anh ba that dang ghét qui di! Anh ma ci néi thé' 12 bon em vé ludn
day, Yasuko nhi.”

“Khi khi.”

“Ha ha, xin 16i xin 161, cho anh rdt lai cu vtra r'6i. That ra 1a do me tré
Kanao ru di. Thé théi la ching gat dau ngay tap Iy chéng can suy nghi gi.
Chi can me tré Kanao 1én ti€ng la ddm con gai trong lang d€u ngoan ngoan
nghe 1 hét.” Katsuhei vira cin dao vira xia x6i v&i vé bat binh. Nhung
trong nhirng loi xia x6i d6 khdng ¢6 chiit 4c y nao.

“Me tré Kanao 1a Romeo cta lang ma.” Goro vira nhai dao vura gép loi



mot cach than nhién. C6 1€ ciu chang chuyén dong vai phu hoa mua vui.

“Thoi néi linh tinh di Katsuhei.” Kanao khong khdéi ngwong ngung
trede sy tréu choc cta ban be. Grong mit rdm ning clia ciu tng do. “Ma
¢ o1, chic co chudn bj dan di la vira dd’y. C6 gi can thi bon chéu gitdp ludn
cho.”

“Oi toi that 1a, ci ngan ngo’ mai thoéi. Teru, con mau di goi ¢6 & dﬁng
sau t&i day. It ra phai don dep qua phong khdc mé&i dworc... Moi ngudi et &
day doii doan Chieko nhé...”

“Vang, bon chau s€ dogi.”

“A, ding ro6i, Kanao biét quy khiach ddy ding khong? La khéch bén
lang ma.”

“Vang, chdu biét chit. Mong anh Kindaichi thit 18i, bon em that 1 qu4.”

“C6 gi dau ma. Cau Kanao va't va nhi.”

“Ha ha, dung tréu cau &y nhw vy chir. Pay la vinh dy cua ca lang qué
nay da’y. Co6 a, & day ctr d€ bon chau, cd ctr lo chuan bj di.”

“Véang vang, vdy moi ngwoi ¢ ti nhién nhé...” Ito roi di ma khong néi
gi thém, tay 4o gio 1én khée mit.

Lién d6, Kanao quay sang Kindaichi, “Anh a, d€ em gi&i thiéu voi anh.
Pay la Nire Katsuhei, hdi tredng thanh nién. Con kia la Bessho Goro, ho
hang v&i Yukari. Co bén d6 la Yura Yasuko, ding canh la Fumiko em gai
Katsuhei.”

Kindaichi Tan lwot cdi chao twng nguoi, “Toi vwa thdy tén hai co
Yasuko va Fumiko trén bdo xong. Ca hai déu la ban cung 1&p véi Yukari
nhi?”

“Véng.” Yasuko nhanh nhau ddp loi va quay qua Fumiko. C4 hai ¢6 gai
ciing mim cuoi.

T ndy t&i gio Kindaichi khdng khoi tham tA'm tic vi hai c6 gdi. Xwong
ma cda phu nir viing nay kha 1én khi€n nhiéu ngwoi ¢é gwong mat to day,
dién hinh nhe Miki & Nwdc néng Kame. Nhung Yasuko va Fumiko lai
khéc. Ca hai déu c6 thé coi 1a xinh dep. Tuy bing tudi nhau nhung Yasuko
c6 phén chirng chac hon. C6 1€ do 101 néi ctr chi ctia ¢6 phang pha't nét kiéu
ki. Co c6 gwong mit thon dai, mili cao mét to... di moi tiéu chudn ctia mot
phu nir dep. Phai n6i Yasuko la mot ngwoi dep thuan Nhat. N&u boi 16ng
tim v&t thi cung 1m chi néi dwoc rang khudén mit hoan hio t&i mirc khong



con gi d&€ ché nhw vy lai 1am cd thi€u di phan nio nét dic sic. N6i cach
khéc 1a, cong nhan ¢6 dep, nhung xét theo chuan hién dai thi lai 1a nét dep
cO dién thi€u ca tinh. Nhwng du sao thi ban thian Yasuko c¢6 vé ty nhéan thirc
dwore 1a minh dep.

So v&i Yasuko thi Fumiko vo tw hon nhién hon hén. Guong mat co
dem d&n cho ngwoi d6i dién cam giac thw thai voi nhiéu nét pha cach,
khong theo quy chuah sic dep thong thwong, nhwr mit tron, ham hoi ho...
Mot s6 ngwoi ham ho dé gy cam gidc xau tinh md nhon, nhung vé&i ¢d gdi
nay thi né chi gidp tang thém phén tinh nghich cudn hit. Va noi bat nhat
trén gwong mat cd 1a chi€c rang khénh. Pay la mot di€m thwong dwoc coi
nhuw 1&ch chuah sic dep, nhwng lai thanh nét hap din 1&n trong tredong hop
ctia Fumiko. Thém vao d6 1a d6i mét tinh nghich to tron, c6 1& dworc thira
hwdng toe cha me nhw Katsuhei. N&u xét tirng nét thi ¢6 ra't nhiéu di€m
khdc biét v&i tiéu chuah cdi dep, nhung d6 van 13 mot khudn mit xinh x4n
day strc song.

“Cau Kanao nay.” Nhan thay c nhin chim chim vio hai cd gai thi that
bat nha, Kindaichi quay sang phia Kanao nhw th€ vira swc nhé ra diéu gi.
“Satoko nha cdu hoc cung 1&p voi hai ¢6 day phai khong?”

“Vang, nhung em em toan nghi, chang m&y khi t&i treomg.”

“Tim c6 bé c6 van dé a?”

“Da.”

“Nhung thé” van tinh 1a ¢6 hoc cAp mot nhi?”

“Véng,” Kanao chi dap m6t cach ¢cam chung.

“Lic d6 bé Satoko con tré con, chwa biét d€ y ngoai hinh ma,” Goro
vira got ddo vira 14im bam xen vao. Nhan thd’y 4nh méit moi ngwdi ba't chot
do d'on vao minh, ciu chang hodng hdt rut lai khong néi gi thém.

“Cau noi vay la sao?” Kindaichi da dinh hdi ti€p, nhwng khong th€ thot
nén loi.

Bau khong khi bat chot cing thing hin ra. Fumiko I mét day vé trach
moc, 1am Goro rut ¢ s¢ hdi nhw con ruia con. Kanao 1€n ti€ng nhw muén
pha v& sy im 1ang khé x& méi bao phil novi nay.

“A ding r'oi,” cdu mé 11 nhw the vira nhé ra diéu gi. “Anh Kindaichi,
em quén mat ¢ diéu can ndi tredre tién n€u gap anh... C6 khach tim anh
daya.”



“Khéch cua t6i 8y ha?”

“La Isokawa a. Ong m&i t&i hoi trwa, bdo 1a dwoc nghi phép nén ghé
qua day.”

“A, th& 2.” Kindaichi v thirc tdm tim cwdi. Nghi phép 12 mot chuyén,
nhung chic chi huy d&n chd y&u 12 d€ do hdi xem trong hai tuan & day anh
cé tim ra manh md&i nao khong. Du rdt mudn néi voi Ong 1a lam gi ¢6
chuyén ngon an nhw thé&’, nhuwng Kindaichi chi biét cwoi trir khi nhén ra ban
than da bi vu an kia mé hoac tw lic nao khong hay.

“Anh dinh thé nao a? Me em cé bdo hay la anh V€ cung chiing em...
Lat ntra ca bon s€ di theo xe Yukari tw day luon...”

“Cam on y tot cta ciu, nhung chic tdi vé mdt minh théi. Poi tam
chiéu ta r'oi tdi s& vurot deo cho thong tha. Chic chi huy s& & lai mot thoi
gian chi?”

“Vang, 6ng c6 ndi s€ nghi dwong tAm mot tuan.”

“Vay a, cam on cau.”

Sau d@'y ma’y anh chi em hoi thanh nién lang Pau Quy tiu tit ca 1&€n. C6
18 Teru di dem chuyén Yukari ghé thim di réu rao khip noi nén trai géi thi
trdn Soja déu do vEé 1 quan Izutsu. Pa phan chi la hi€u ki, nhung trong
ddm dong c6 cd 1anh dao thanh nién cda thi trin dang ban bac t& chirc 1&
ti€p don Yukari.

Kindaichi c& nhién bi bo lai mdt minh, anh ldng 1€ quan sit ddm dong
huyén ndo. 4 gio, thdi khic ma moi ngudi trong doi da dén. Khi chiéc xe
ché hai me con Yukari ti€n vao 1 quan Izutsu trong ti€ng phdo hoa 16p
bdp, ca thi tran Soja nhw vo oa.

Gitra tam bao thi lic nao cling binh ldng. Sau nay doc bdo Kindaichi
mai bi€t xung quanh Izutsu ndo dong dén chwng nao, ch hién tai anh con
mai suy tr nén chi thd'y huyén ndo bén ngoai nhw séng vo thoi. Piéu khién
Kindaichi ban tam ldc nay khong phai Yukari, ma la thdi d§ ban ndy cua Ito.
Khi nghe tin ba v¢ thi ndm cia Hoan vé lang, ba ra't ngac nhién, thim chi
con ¢6 phén kinh hai. Tai sao chx?

Phia bén kia veeon cdy vira dwge twdi nwdce voi va tredre khi Yukari to,
gior dd 1a mot khong gian twng birng. Chic ddm tré v&i trung tim 13 nir than
hién dang giao luu s6i ndi 1dm. Khong lién quan gi d&n Rin. Nhung ca hai
sir kién van dién ra trong cing mot the gidi. Hai van dé hoan toan khéc biét



nhu’I}g lai s& htru m&i twvong quan v6 hinh hét strc chat ch€. Mot mdi lién
hé hac am quai go...

Thay Teru vira lau m6 h6i 18m tA'm trén mdi vira hot hai chay qua,
Kindaichi Ii€n ca't ti€ng goi, “Yukari t&i r'6i ha ¢6 Teru?”

“Vang, dang ng'di nghi ngoi udng nwde a.”

“C6 mdi hai me con Yukari thoi a?”

“Da khong, con ¢6 mdt ngwoi hinh nhw 1a quan 1y da phat hién va gidp
cO 4y thanh danh ntra a...”

“Ho dinh bao gio roi di?”

“Moi ngudi m&i tim xong nén chic sip thdi a. Quy khach cé viéc gi
al”

“Khong, chi 1a ho ma khong xuét phat thi t6i khé long bwdc chéan ra
khoi day dworc thoi. Bén ngoai chic phai dong 1am.”

“Vang, ctr phai goi la tang tang 16p 1op &y a,” Teru hao hirng dap voi
vé hanh dién.

Mot 1at sau, dé€n lwot Kanao budc vé phia Kindaichi, “Anh khong di
cung that a? Ching em chuan bj xud't phat day.”

“Thoi, d€ bot huyén ndo roi toi méi di. Cau Kanao da va't va roi.”

“Ha ha, phai cong nhan la dong khong thé dwgrc ludn.”

Khi Kanao roi di, bén ngoai lai rd 1én mdt trang ho reo. le(\)’ng nhw
chi€c xe mai m&i xuadt phat dwoee vi dam dong xung quanh. Am thanh
huyén ndo con kéo dai thém mot lic, nhung roi Kindaichi ¢é the thé phao
nhe nhom khi ti€ng dong co xa dan, du moi chuyén khong tryc ti€p lién
quan t&i anh.

“Qi xin 15i cau nhiéu. D& quy khéch phai chju dyng sy on 20 nhw vay.”
Mot ldc sau, Ito ghé qua chd Kindaichi, mét van con nguyén vé hao hing.

“Cé gi dau, nhung phai cong nhin ndo dong that day. Chic chi mét
18m.”

“Véang, nhung ¢ nghi ho con nh¢d tdi minh sau bao nhiéu nam, r'oi
nghe c6 bé goi di 1a t6i dd mung. Lai dem t&i bao nhiéu la qua nira chi.”

Nhu chwra hét cdm kich, Ito thinh thodng lai phai dwa tay lau nudc mit.

“Thé thi t6t qua. Toi cling xin phép kéo t&i. Nho chi chd tinh tién hd
voia.”



“Oi, cau vé ludn sao?” Ito chirng nhw con ngép ngirng mudn ndi, nhwng
nghi thé nao lai th6i va ding day.

Mot tiéng sau, Kindaichi lai & lwng chwng déo Sennin ding tam gior
hom qua. Canh sic xung quanh vin nhudm mau hoang hén. Tiéng phdo hoa
phia lang Pau Quy da ngot, sy tinh ling thwong thad’y sau bao td lai phui
khip mot khodng di't troi quanh lang.

Chot nhéan thdy ¢6 ti€ng chan gdp rit tw phia sau nhw dudi theo minh,
Kindaichi dung budc va khong khodi ron ngwoi khi nhén ra Ito.

“Chi chu di dau vay a?”

“Da, to6i qua bén nha quan cai giti qua O-chugen!'®l...” Ito ti&n lai gan
Kindaichi.

Cau tra loi khién Kindaichi ba't giac ron ngueoi. Gio nay ma di gii qua
O-chugen, 16 rang la ¢6 di€m ba't thwong.

“Chi nay, v€ chuyén lic trudec, chaalng 1€ viéc Rin vEé day lai c6 gi khong
dwoc sao?”

“Quy khach a,” Tto cat 1oi voi vé tram tw u sau la theong. “Khi viét thw
h'6i 4m, cdu ¢6 nho la gii di dau khong?”

“S& nha cuy th€ thi td6i khdong nhd rd, nhwng hinh nhw 1a giri vé nha
Machida & Nishi-yanagiwara, Kobe thi phai...”

Nghe viy, Ito khé rung minh, cang di sat vé phia Kindaichi hon, “The
roi chiéu t61 qua ciu gdp Rin trén deo nay a?”

“Véang, & ngay doan tred’c mét thdi. Ba gia tw xwng danh 1a Rin, con
bao 1a dang vé chd nha quan cai...”

“Quy khich!” Ito bau 14y vat do Kindaichi, mit cit khong con giot
mau.

“Chi cht, r&'t cudc 1a c6 chuyén gi? C6 van d€ gi voi ba Rin w?”

“Véng, n€u ddng la ba Rin vo thir ndm ctia 6ng chi nha quan cai, thi da
mA't tr miia xuin vira qua. Ding vay, 15 t&i day da 1a 18 Nii-bon!'”! ctia ba
Ay ro6i,” Ito bit dau khdc sut sti nhw con tré, tay 4o dwa 1én che mat.



Trén dinh déo Sennin nhud'm bdéng chiéu ta, Kindaichi khong khéi ding
ngay nhu phdng. Chi con mot doan nita 12 t&i noi anh bit giip ba gia tu
xwng 1a Rin. Vao tam gio’ nay, trong khung canh ngd mau da vang y nhw
thé” nay, ba gia cong lung vac theo mot boc d6 to nén anh khong nhin rd
mat, chi nhé ré6 ma’y sgi téc bac tudt ra toe dwdi 1op khan quan dau.

LAm bam minh 12 Rin bang giong vira di nghe xong, ba gia lai tiép tuc
xudng deo, ti€n veé phia lang Pau Quy... Nhirng ti€ng loet quet ron ngwoi
phét ra tir ddi dép céi ngén tiin dwong nhw vin dang vang vong trong tai
Kindaichi.

“Chj nay!” Kindaichi bat gidc th't 1én bing mot giong tram ldng nhung
manh mé. “Chuyén d6 la that sao? Ngwoi tén Rin... ba v thir nam ctia 6ng
Hoan... dd matroi?”

“Vang. T6i da toi tdn Kobe d€ dy dam tang ma.”

“Hirm!” Kindaichi lai gin giong, nhung nghi sao lai nhin quanh. “Ct di
da roi néi.”

“Vang...” Ito git dau, dwa dng tay 4o lau nwdc mat va séng budce cling
Kindaichi.

“Chi c6 ho hang gi v&i Rin a?”

“Vang, Rin I1a ho hang xa ctua 6ng nha t6i. Ba von lam ngh€ ca ki, roi
dwoc 6ng nha t6i gidi thiéu cho 6ng chd nha quan cai. Con nha Machida &
Kobe ma ciu vira nhic t&i 12 bén nha ch'ong ctia em ho chdng t6i, mé quin
an & Nishi-yanagiwara. Sau khi chia tay ong chil nha quan cai, Rin ciling
kh6 khian méat mo6t dao, sau chién tranh thi t&i phu viéc cho quan dn nha
Machida. Cu6i nam ngodi ba do bénh, r'oi sang xuan... tdm cudi thang Tw
thi mat.” Ito lai dwa tay 4o 1én mét. C6 1& chinh ci sdc tir viée nguoi da
chét lai tré& vé dwgc mdi khién ba run rdy nhw tré con, chir khéng phai la
ndi dau bu'dn triede cdi chét chia Rin.

“Rin tho bao nhiéu tuoi?”

“Nam muoi tdm a.”

Ba gia ty xwng 1a Rin hdm qua c6 1€ & tam tudi nay that.

“Hoan khong bi€t sao? Chuyén Rin da mat dy...”

“T6i thd'y la. Lic nho quy khéach viét thw hg, 6ng chi khong ¢6 vé gi la
bié€t Rin da qua doii a?”



“Vang, hoan toan khong... Ong &y t ra ri't vui mng Ay chi.”

“Qi chao!” Ito hé'p mot hoi that sau. “Chic khong biét that.”

“Chi khong bao cho Hoan la Rin qua doi sao?”

“Khong, tdi khong dam... Liic treéc 6ng o4dn hin ba 1im, t&i mitc mot
dot gidn lay sang ca vo’ chong tdi ntra co’.”

“Thé& thi sao chi lai cho rang 1& ra Hoan phai biét viéc &y?”

“Tai nha Machida c6 néi la da gii dién bao t&i nha quan cai ma.”

“Pién bao tir 47"

“Da.”

“Thé& 1a Hoan khong d€n Kobe dau nhi?”

“Vang. Binh thwong 6ng &y sdng tinh nghia 1dm. VAy ma lai khong t&i
dy tang 1€ hay g dién chia budn, lam t6i ¢ twdng 6ng con oan han Rin,
nén khong dam nhic d&n ba tredc mit 6ng bao gio.”

Lic nay, hai ngwoi vira van budce tdi quang Kindaichi gdp ba gia tw
xung la Rin hom qua.

“Chinh 1a chd nay. T6i da di ngang qua ba gia ty xwng 1a Rin & diy.”

“Qi!” Tto thd't 1én v&1i vé hoang so, tay bam vao gd'u 4o Kindaichi, mét
trom nguoc, hai md cét khong con giot mau.

Kindaichi sén ca gai 6¢c, bat gidc ddo mat nhin quanh trong 4nh chiéu ta
nha nhem. Dudi goc cdy thong cb thu 1a mdt ngdi mi€u nhd. Tredc mi€u
cé dit may nhanh cic d6. Bung trén déo nhin xudng cé the€ thd’y vai gon
khoi bép tda lén twr phia lang PAu Quy dang chim vao man swong chiéu
nhat nhoa ﬁnl\l ling. Trong qua thi ding 1a khung canh thon qué ra't ddi binh
yén, nhwng dang sau vé binh yén d6 lai nhw an hién nhtrng toan tinh den t&i
quy quyét...

“Trwdc tién ching ta hdy qua nha quan cai xem sao. T6i thdy hoi lo
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roi.

“Vang, xin nho quy khach. Téi thdy khéng yén long... nén nao ron
nguoi 1dm...”

“Ha ha ha, chéng 1& chi cho rang h'on ma Rin quay vé gdp Hoan sao?”
Kindaichi vira rdo bwdc vira ca't giong cwoi, nhuwng ti€ng cwoi ciia anh nhw
méc nghen trong hong, ching c¢6 chit sttc sdng nao. Hon ma con d&, chit
né&u c¢6 4m muu ndo ah dang sau thi... N&i bat an khong ro chan twéng nay



thoi thic Kindaichi buwdc nhanh hon.

“Ca4i d6 thi... t6i khong bi€t nwra... nhung dang dip Nii-bon nwra...” Ito
thé dai treedre khi ti€p tuc. “Hay 1a c¢6 ai bay tro lwa phinh nhi?”

“Chi c6 bi€t ké nao nhw vay a?”

Ito khong tra 101 ngay ma vira buwdc vira nhin xuéng chin voi vé suy tw
ma't mot lic roi méi quay sang phia Kindaichi, mit hap hdy.

“Nhung gi¢ tro v&i Ong chil nha quan cai thi ¢é ai dwore lovi 10¢ gi dau
co ch,” ba nd nu cwoi budn.

“Liéu trong lang hay quanh dd’y c¢6 ai bi€t 1a Rin da ma't roi khong?”

“T6i khong rd nwra,” Ito nghi€éng dau ban khodn. “Né&u khong phai la
ong cht nha quan cai k& thi chic khong ai biét dwoc dau.”

Theo Kindaichi nhin nhén thi Hoan 1a mdt ngwoi kha tw trong. Vi nhin
dwore thwe xin 16i cia Rin nén dng méi vui muing hdo hiec nhwe vay, chir
khong thi chwra chic dng di tha thit cho Rin. Khong, phai chic chén 12 dng
van han ba thi m&i khong dén dv tang 1€ hay givi dién chia budn. C6 18 dng
con ching budn nhic tén ngudi v da bd tron Ay chit. Mot ngudi nhw vy
thi khong doi nao lai di k€ cho ké khac vé viéc Rin qua doi ca...

Khong! Nghi t¢i diy, Kindaichi m&i swc nhan ra sy 4u tri ciia minh va
ding khyng lai.

“Q... quy khéach lam sao th& a?” Ito ngoanh nhin Kindaichi voi vé
hodng hot.

“Khong, khong, khong c¢6 gi...” Kindaichi thdo mu va lau mo hoi trén
tran. “PDi mau 1én, chi a.”

“Véng...” V& ba't an cang ro nét trén mit Ito. Ba vira h6i ha n6i budc
Kindaichi vira lié€c qua thdm do sic mit anh.

Thé& nay la sao? Kindaichi tap trung suy nghi. Phia Kobe da guri tin bdo
t& toi cho Hoan, né€u nhin dworc thi hin Hoan di biét 1a Rin khong con trén
coi doi ndy, dong nghia v&i viée 14 thw 1am hoa 1a gia. Ong &y phai nhan ra
chi! Nhung lic d6 Hoan lai rdt vui! Sao 6ng c¢6 th€ mwng ro dé€n thé?
Kindaichi chwa hi€u r6 vé Hoan, nhung theo 1o Ito k€ lic & Izutsu thi
Hoan 1a mot tay kha tinh ranh. Kindaichi nh¢& lai cdu nhan xét cia ba, “Con
ngwoi Ayt xwa da co gi day vuot trén thwong thiee r'6i.” Phai ching anh
da bi 6ng gia choi kham? Nhwng tai sao chix?



Tuy nhién, vin con mot kha ning khdc. D6 12 Hoan khong hé hay biét
veé cdi chét cia Rin. Va dan t&i kha nidng nay lai ¢6 ba treong hop khéc
nhau. Mot 1a phia Kobe tuy ndi la da gii dién bdao tir nhwng that ra khong
gtri. Hai l1a do so’ sua't trong chuyén phat. Va cudi cung la thong bao da
dwoc chuyén di that nhung lai khong dé€n tay Hoan. Nghia 1a v6 tinh hay ¢6
y, n6 da bi ai dé doat mat.

Nhung cho du la trwong hgp nao va ba't k€ Hoan c6 bi Itra hay khong,
thi 14 thr 1am hoa van 1a gid. Va cha nhan cda 14 the gid d6 da vuot deo
Sennin t&i lang Pau Quy vao chiéu td1 qua.

Kindaichi lai ron ca ngu@i nhw vira bi gidi nwde lanh. Mot ca’lrrjl giac
non nao cung linh tinh chang lanh 4p d&n v&i anh. Ito da ndi 1a chang ai
dwoc 1o 16c gi khi gid tro véi Hoan. Nhwng vi thé” Kindaichi méi non nao.
N&u biét ngwoi ta ¢6 loii 16¢ gi thi anh da binh tinh hon. Chging can Ito ndi,
anh ciing biét 12 di Itra phinh mot con ngwdi chiang mang thé” sy nhu Hoan
ding 1a khdng dwoee ich lovi gi r'6i. Nhwng ddy chi 1a van dé hiru hinh trede
mét, con nghi mo{t cach sau xa siéu hinh hon... chéng han nhuv Hoan ma
nim gitt mOt bi mét trong dai nao lién quan t&i vu dan nam 1932, thi moi
chuyén ty nhién s€ khac hin. Va day la diéu ma Kindaichi lo s¢.

“A...” Hoi khé thé, Kindaichi quay lai hdi Ito. “Vé vu 4n nim 1932.
H6i cidu chi nha Nwdc ndng Kame bj sat hai...”

“Da,” Ito nhiu may ngac nhién. “Vu dé lam sao a?”

“T6i nghe k€, t61 hom Genjiro bi giét, Rin bd di sau khi cai va voi
Hoan...”

“Vang, t&i d6 Rin t&i nha t6i...”

“Qua chd chj u?”

“Vang. Ong nha t6i c6 khuyén nhid r'oi dinh sdng mai din ba &y veé lai
bén quan cai. Bén dy cling ndéi dinh sdng hom sau sang nha t6i héi tham,
nhung r6i lai vedng phai vu 4n kia, khong qua dwoc. Nha toi cho ring
khong phai thoi diém d€ dwa Rin vEé, nén cho ba ay & lai thém mot hai
h6ém, rdt cudc Rin bd di mat. Sau dd'y nho canh sat vao cudc, khi tim dwoe
thi ba da c¢6 nguoi dan 6ng khac roi. Thé nén 6ng chi nha quan cai méi noi
tran 16i dinh, cho la v ch'ong t6i da ¢4 tinh d€'ba &y trdn di.”

“Ly do ho cai nhau la gi vay?”

Ito im ling mot ldc réi méi tra 161, “Ong cha nha quan cai tir nhd da



dworc nudng chiéu muén gi dwore nd’y, nén tuy kha hi€u chuyén nhung c6
phéan khé chiéu. Nguwoi ta hay néi nhirng ngwoi ngoai mét td't dep thi bén
trong lai thwong kho tinh. Nhirng chuyén khéng vira y ngay cang tich tu
khié&n 6ng dé ndi gian hon. Thinh thodng dng dong tay dong chan, nén chic
Rin khong chiu deng dwoc.”

Lic hai ngudi xudng téi chan deo, mit troi da ldn hin. May la ca
Kindaichi va Ito déu chuah bj sdn dén pin nén khong gip van dé gi vdi
dwong dém. Ho vira dén tru s& lang, mot dam thanh nién ua ra.

“A, anh Kindaichi gio m&i vé a.” Ngwoi cat ti€ng chao 1a Kanao. Cau
né nu cudi twoi tin khong chit phién muodn, d&€ 16 ham ring tring ndi bat
trén guong mit rdm ning.

“O, moi ngwdi déu & dy ca a... Co Yukari thi th& nao ro6i?”

“Bon em dang dinh x6ng sang nha bén do6 day a,” Goro xen vao.

“Ai lai néi 12 xong sang th& hd nhéc Goro, khé nghe 14m,” Katsuhei
ding canh gbp y.

“Cha la th& nay anh a. N thdn m&i vinh quy béi t6 ¢6 101 moi nam
thanh nir td quen biét tw thud tho’ &u chdng t6i ti gdp mat trdo chuyén. Thé
nén nhirng quy 6ng thon qué nhw ching t6i ddy m&i vinh hanh viéng thim
bén do...”

“Katsuhei ma ra vé quy 6ng co’ day.”

“Nhoc Goro that ngdc qua. Anh may ndéi la ching téi co ma. Nhung
may da néi th€ thi d€ anh dinh chinh lai. Phai 1a nhitng quy 6ng thén qué
ngoai trir nhéc Goro... O ¢ ¢ ba chi Izutsu & ddy 4? Gio nay roi ma cd
con di dau th&"a?”

“Vang, to1 qua nha quan cai c6 chut viéc...”

“A, vy thi lic V& nho c¢d nhin véi Shigeyoshi va Teru cdi ny hd chéu
voi,” Kanao xen vao. “Cu th€ thé nao thi bay gio bon chau mdi ban, nhwng
dai th€ thi Yukari dd dong y roi. Tw 14 ngay kia cho t&i t6i 16 sé td chirc
nhdy mua cho 1&€ Obon & biét phui cii mot céch that hoanh trang.”

Biét phl cua nha Ito trdn thd Shinano nay da thanh treong cdp mot,
nhung thuong thi ngwdi trong viing van quen goi 1a biét phu ci.

“U, toi s& chuyén loi. CAm on chdu.”

“Nao, di th6i.” Nam sdu cdu thanh nién hao hing roi di.



Kindaichi va Ito rdo bwdc vé phia ngwoc lai.

Tw tru s& lang t&i nha tranh ciia Hoan mat tAm hai mwoi lam phdt di
bd. Khodng cdch tinh theo dwong chim bay thi ngén th6i nhung do ndi non
chén 167 nén dworng di khd ngodn ngoeo t&n thoi gian.

Tw dwong lang vao t&i nha Hoan phai ré vao mot doan dwong d6i. Nhw
da dé cap thi ngdi nha nim ngay canh mdt manh dAm ma ngwdi lang goi 1a
dam Thec Nhan!?). Dwdng nhw né mang ham y ring dam Ty & d6 rat sau,
da ro1 xudng roi thi khé ma thoat duorc.

Khi ho ra khéi khu dan cw cudi cung cua lang Pau Quy, bon bé da
chim vao dém t6i. Bong t61 ddc quanh nhw vai nhung boc 18y nha tranh cta
Hoan. Trong nha khong cé dnh dén, khi€n hai ngwoi cang thém bat an.
Hoan khong phdi 12 ngw¢i hay di dao ban dém, va biy gio’ van con qud sé'm
de’ di ngu.

“Ong cha, 6ng chil oi. Ito bén Izutsu day a. Ong c6 nha khong?” Ito cit
tiéng goi v&i giong run run.

“Chud Hoan a, Kindaichi day. Chd nghi r6i a?”

Kindaichi va Ito ciing goi thém hai, ba I'4n ntfa nhwng van khong c6 ai
dap loi.

“Hay 1a 6ng di dau r6i...” Ito noéi, c6 1€ chi d€ ty tra’n an ban than, chir
giong ba vin run run.

“Chung ta clr thtt vao xem sao.”

Ctra khong khoa. Poi Kindaichi vao roi, Ito m&i run ray ti€p buwdec.
Nha nhé téi mic lia dén pin mot lwot 1a da d€ quan sat hét ngdc ngach.
Cin phong Hoan tung ngdi ti€p Kindaichi gior khdng mot béng nguwoi.
Kindaichi dang bang qua phong d€ ngé sang gian tra nwdc kiém nha bép c6
bé&p 10 swdi, thi mot ti€ng tach vang Ién sau lwng anh, mang theo dnh siang
soi td khép nha. Ito vira kéo diy dén ril xudng tir tran.

“0i!” Ba thang thot kéu 1én r'oi dirng sitng ra dé.

Kindaichi gidt minh quay lai phong 1én, va khong khoi nhiu may vi
canh twrong triedc mat.

Trén chi€c thung cdc tong dan gid’y nhap thay cho ban la mft vo rwou
cung hai chi€c bat uéng nwdc, mot dia ca sdng nwdng, hai chiéc bat trang
men dd con dong mot it canh ddu, mot bat dwong xi ninh v&i ddu phu ran



va mot dia com sushi dau phu. Ngoai ra con mot cay nén d6t d&, cho thay
trong Iic ma't dién tdi qua da cé cudc nhau & day.

Nhung di€u khién Ito kéu 1én thang thdt khong phai la khung canh htru
tinh &y, ma la nhirng v&€t mau rai rac to ban xudéng dém ngdi va ca may
manh chi€u tatami xung quanh. Dwong nhw 1a dd'u vét cda thG huyét,
nhung lai khong thd'y bong dang ai ca.

Kindaichi mot I'4n nira ngé sang gian b&p chat chdi, dap vio mét anh 1
chum nwde dat @ mot goc san dat. Khong, chinh xdc hon thi, nam sau
nhanh hoa cd trén nip chum mdi 12 thi thu hit sy chd y ctia anh. Trong ra't
giong hoa cat canh.

Kindaichi bwdc hin vao bép, cam may nhanh hoa Ién quan sat, dung
lic d6 Tto thang thot ca't tiéng tir sau leng anh, “A, dirng. C6 doc da’y quy
khéch. La c6 doc da’y, cdu mau bd xudéng di.”

“Cd d6c?” Kindaichi voi vang virt xuéng san. “Pay la loai ¢o gi?”

“Da, cai d6...” Ito nang nhoc thé gd'p, mat khong gidu noi nét s hai.
“T6i khong biét noi khac nguoi ta goi la gi, nhwng & ving nay thi déu goi
1a sat quan thaol?!l...”

Ca lang Dau Quy gio’ dang ‘dm 1 hét ca 1én, mot phian vi sy kién nir thdn
vinh quy bai tO, phén con lai 1a b&i giai thoai vE ba gia vweot deo tdi lang
voi danh nghia cia ngwoi da khuat. ..

Giai thoai vé ba gia ki qudi ty nhan la Rin chu y€u chi thu hit sy quan
tAm cda tAng 1&p trung nién trd 1én, con v&i thanh nién thi Rau nhw ching
dang ban tdm. Ly do 1a sy tOn tai ciia 6ng Hoan v6n da bi gidi tré lang nay
lang quén tt 1au. Ban than Hoan ty goi minh la k& xa lanh c6i doi, nén doi
lai ¢4 1€ coi doi cling xa lanh 6ng ludn.

Thém ntra thi sang d6 nam ni¥ trong lang con ra't nhi€u viéc d€ ban tan
va xt ly gdp. Cha dé ban luidn dwong nhién la vé btra ti€c tdi qua cda
Yukari. Thanh nién khéng k€ nam nir dwong nhw déu da bi Yukari mé hoac.

“Moi nguoi cir goi 1a nir thdn néng bdng nén tao ¢ nghi phai phong
ting 14m, nhwng héa ra nét na phét.”

“Lai n6i chuyén thoai mai ty nhi€n y nhw con trai vy, lam tao cang mé
hon.”
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“Giong no1 hot tram khan cudn hat that day.

Trong khi d6 dam con gai lai tdp trung vao mdt khac.

“Clr tedng c6 ta phai kiéu ki hon cor, nhwng gdp mai thd’y khong dén
ndi.”

“Tuy noéi chuyén c6 phan theamg than nhw dan 6ng nhung van biét gitr y
khong lam tyi minh phat y ntra.”

“Pung thoi, chic co ta biet rd 14 nén ng xt thé ndo v&i ki€ nhw bon
minh ro1.”

“Chéc 1a the’ da’y, hi hi.”

Ti&€p theo la vé ki€u téc r'oi quan 4o, trang strc ciia Yukari. C¢ ranh ra la
dam thanh nién lai binh pham vé cd bé, khi€n nhi€u bac phu huynh buyc
minh phai cA' ti€ng ming md mdi thoi.

“Ma me tré nay.”

Trén sin trrong cdp mdt von la biét pha 1anh chda thoi xwa, thanh nién
cta lang dang mai mé dwng san khau ca muta dwdi sy chi dao cua hoi
tredng Katsuhei. Khac v&i moi nam, san kha'u Tan nay sé dwoe vinh dy don
ti€p Yukari, nghé si noi ti€ng bac nha't Nhat Ban t&i gép 10 ca, nén moi thir
tr nhd nhdt nha't nhw ty chinh micro déu phai dwgc chuan bi chu ddo ki
cang.

“Nghe k€ 1a tdi qua c¢6 ba gia ki quai nao dén lang, r'6i thi 6ng Hoan
nha quan cai gdp chuyén gi da’y, khong bi€t cu the' thé nao?”

“Tao khong ro ntra, nhuwng nghe dau Hoan da bi€n mat khong de lai
tung tich.”

Kanao dang mai dung san kha'u khong khodi nhiu may ban khoan.

“Hay gia ca chan chwong dong doi x0 day toi mirc gieo minh xudng
dam r'6i,” Goro gop loi.

“May bao 6ng &y nhdy xudng dam Iy canh ddy &y ha. N&u th¢ thi
khong khéo dam thanh nién lai bi giao thém viéc phién todi,” Katsuhei bay
td suy nghi & fam cao hon.

“Katsuhei, ai nho' th& thi tee chdi luon di. Bon minh con ban chuan bi
san khau ca mia ca nam m&i ¢6 mot Ian, ddu ranh ma lo chuyén bao

ong.”

“Ping r'oi da’y hoi tredng o1, quyét nhw vay di.”



“Ai lai dem danh d6ng n thdn goi cdm nhdt nwdc Nhat voi 6ng gia
lam cam beo nheo Ay chir!”

Khong ro ai tuyén bd theamg theng nhw vdy, nhung cd dam thanh nién
déu cat tiehg cudi phu hoa. Nhung may ciu nay khong hé hay biét rang
minh hoan toan sai [am.

Sau nay nghf lai thi gitra sy ki€n ntr than néng bdng vinh quy bdi to va
st bi€n ma't cia Odng gia Tatara Hoan hda ra lai ton tai moi twong quan vira
mat thiét vira trong dai.

“Nhung la that dd'y, Kindaichi a.”

Nhin phuc strc so* mi ¢0 bé di keém quéan lirng va mi bdo ho ci ki cta
Isokawa luc nay, c6 1€ chzamg ai nghi 6ng 12 canh st cd. Thoang qua chic s&
twdng la cai thdu cia may cong ty xay dung, t€ hon c6 khi chi 1a mdt 6ng
tho h'0.

“Cho du da hon hai chuc nam khong gap, nhung Chglng 1€ Ong &y ¢6 the
nhdm mdt ké gid mao thanh Rin d€ ma ngdi khé kha voi nhau nhw vay?
Hoan lai bj ltra dé dang th& u?”

“Khéng, k&€ cd c¢6 nhdn nhdm nguoi thi cling khé thanh ra nhw vay
1&m...” Kindaichi nhin xu6ng dam T4y tredc mit, nim ngén tay gii mai
dau rdi bu khdng khac gi t& chim nhw thwong 1€. “Néu chi mwoi, hai mwoi
phit thi da danh... nhwng nham tinh t thoi di€m di ngang qua em trén
dwong thi ba t&i diy vao tAm 7 rudi, ma phai dé€n 9 rwdi thi khu vuc nay
m&i ma't dién nhw bén Soja. Khong chi trong sudt hai ti€ng &'y ma dén khi
ma't dién ho van thip nén d&€ ndi chuyén tiép co ma.”

“Nghia 1a cho dit nguoi phu nir d6 khong phai 1a Rin... ding hon la
chéc chin khong phai Rin réi, nhung van 12 nguwdi Hoan biét.”

“Chi c6 th€ 1a nhw vay thoi.” Kindaichi tra loi mot cach 18p ling. Diéu
ma anh mudn lam rd trwde tién 1a liéu Hoan c6 bi€t Rin da qua doi hay
khong.

Trong ngb6i nha tranh bén bo> @dm cftia Hoan hién ¢6 ba diéu tra vién van
thwong phuc tw thi trdn gén d6 sang, dang kham nghiém hién trrong cung
tuan tra vién Kimura thwong tri tai lang. V& mat ai ndy déu u€ oai. Boi
teong tim ki€m 1a mét 6ng gia hon bdy mwoi xa lanh ¢oi doi, lai chwa cé



gi khang dinh ddy 1a 4n mang nén ho kém nhiét ciing 13 hop 1&. Nhung dil
c6 nhiét huyét hay khong thi viéc bdn ngwoi dan 6ng tredng thanh cling
lic lung suc bén trong da khi€n ngoi nha von chat chdi thanh ra chéng con
chd trong. Kindaichi danh cung Isokawa ra mép dam doi ho diéu tra xong.
Bén kia nha c6 mot dam dong hi€u ki dang tu tap.

Kindaichi thaAm sip x&p lai cdc sy kién tdi qua.

Vira ddnh hoi dwoc kha ning cé chuyén bat tric xdy ra noi day,
Kindaichi 1fén t ra ning n& hon han. Trudc tién anh din Ito ding dong
vao bat cir thir gi, roi bat dau xem xét moi ngdc ngach trong nha. Piéu dau
tién Kindaichi nhan tha’y 1a tai hién treong khong hé c6 bong dang cta boc
do ma ba gia ty xung la Rin vac trén leng khi di ngang qua anh. Nhung
chic chén ba di dén ddy. Bing chitng 12 & nguwdng ctra con vét biin cta doi
dép c6i ngin. Pang tiéc 12 mura dong d&m qua di x6a di moi dd'u tich bén
ngoai nha.

Hoém qua ba gia ty xwng la Rin da t&i day, cdng theo mdt boc d6 to, &
lai tro chuyén v&i Hoan sudt hon hai ti€ng dong h'6. Khong, néi ding hon
thi ¢6 vé ho da tro chuyén voi nhau. Va r'oi ba dung sat quan thao d€ ha doc
Hoan, Hoan tring ddc tho huy&t ma chét...

Kindaichi da phan nao dinh hinh dwoc dién bién. Nhung ba gia ki quéi
kia xt 1y thi the thé" nao chr? Kha ning dau tién ma anh nghi t&i 1a cdi xac
da bi virt xudng ngay dam Tdy gan d6. Twong truyén thi chwa ai roi xuéng
dam Tdy nay ma thoat nan ca, nén nguwoi lang kinh s¢r goi né 1a dam Thuc
Nhan. Nhung tai sao ba gia phai lam thé? Pa dinh 18p hi€m hanh vi gi€t
nguwoi thi ¢ gi lai d€ nguyén vét mau trong nha? R6i ty xwng 12 Rin ntra?
RG6t cudc Hoan con sdng hay da chét? Boc d6 to td chang ma ba gia mang
theo da bi€n di dau?

Khi quay lai gian bép d€ xem xét ma’y nhanh sat quan thao, Kindaichi
chot nhan thdy c¢6 Am thanh rdt nhd phat ra to chum nwdc. Du chi 1a vai
ti€ng rao rao rat khé, nhung trong hoan canh nay thi chfmg khac nao s&m
d4nh bén tai. Kindaichi giat minh dwa mat nhin chi€c chum. Lai nghe rao
rao, anh than trong dwa tay phii may nhanh sat quan thao xuéng da't, m¢
nip chum rdi roi dén pin vao trong, bt gidc ron nguwoi.

Du¢i mat nwde 1a mot ddng sinh vat hét siec khé coi dang ngoe nguay
16m nh&m khép ddy chum. Trong gidng thach siing hay ki nhong nhung 16m
hon hin, phéan dau vwra to vira det, toan than mau niu v&i nhiéu chA'm den



nhd, lai thém ma’y ndt san sui nhin rd't ghé ron.
“Oi'?’
Ngac nhién tredc phan tng ctia Kindaichi, Ito ti€n lai gan ngd vao
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chum va thot 1én, “La ki nhong son ti€éu

Kindaichi biét loai dong vat nay. Van dé la tai sao ching lai ¢6 mat &
day.

“Hoan nu6i ki nhong son tiéu a?”

“Khong, Tan trwedc t6i toi diy con chwa thd'y ma.”

“Lan tredc 1a bao gio?”

“M¢&i mung 5 vira r'oi thoi a.”

“Lic &y chi qua lam gi thé”?” Kindaichi hdi d'6n trong v thirc.

“Da, la d¢ dwa qua O-chugen...”

A, ra vdy. Nghia 12 ban ndy trén d0i Ito chi 14y O-chugen 1am céi c¢& d€
dudi theo va cting Kindaichi t&i nha quan cai.

“Sao chi qua quyé€t 1a khi d6 ma’y con ki nhdng nay chwa cé & day?”

“Ching 12 t6i ¢6 1’y nude tir chum ndy d& dem dun cho 6ng chd...”

Chic 1a ding roi. Sau da’y hai hdm thi Kindaichi t&i viét thr hd Hoan.

“Vung nay c6 nhi€u ki nhong son tiéu khong?”

“Khong nhiéu nhung thinh thoing van thaYy... Ong chi v&n ndi tiéng
gidi cau bit maYy loai nay 1dm,” Ito chi tay vé phia cira gian trd nwdc, noi
nhiéu loai c4 sdng 16n nhd da phoi khd va xién que treo la liét khép thanh
ram.

Kindaichi dwa mét tré lai chum nwdc. Cim thay nhitng sinh vat ki dj
dang 10m ngom trong d6 nhw twong trieng cho vu viéc day bi an nay, anh
khong khédi noi da ga thém l'an nira. RGt cudc thi chuyén gi da xay ra trong
ngdi nha tranh ctia Hoan gitra con dong dém qua chir?

Mot lic sau, Kindaichi bao Ito cing minh roii khdi hién treong d€ vé
Nuwde nong Kame, va k€ lai sy tinh cho Isokawa dang doi & d6. N&u khong
phai Isokawa ding lic c6 mit & lang thi chwa chéc khai bdo ctia Kindaichi
va Ito da dwoee canh sat lang nghiém tic ghi nhan...

“Kindaichi!” Isokawa ca't 1&i, mat van nhin ddm hoa béo tring dang né
1o khip mit dam. “Liéu viéc T'an nay c6 lién quan gi t&i vu 4n hai muoi ba



nam tried'c khong nhi?”

Ong c& tinh 14m bam mot cach cham rdi, nhung Kindaichi nhan ra ding
sau thai d0 diém dam &y 1a niém hi vong va ndi phidn khich bung chay,
ring nhirng manh m&i tr vu viéc hdm nay s& gitip 6ng vén dan birc man bi
an cta an mang hai mwoi ba nam trudce.

“Nhiéu kha nang la c¢6. Chir khong thi khé long twdng dwoc vi sao
ngudi ching mang sy d¥i nhw Hoan lai vedng vao vu viée thé nay,”
Kindaichi ¢& ging cAn nhic tir nglt mot cdch than trong. “Khong lién quan
nhwng chi huy a, binh thwong 6ng Hoan 18y dau ra tién sinh hoat? Ngay ca
ngwoi ¢6 vé kha than quen v&i nha quan cai nhw ba chi Izutsu ciing bdo
khong bi€t thé nao.”

Isokawa giat minh quay sang nhin Kindaichi v&i 4nh mét sic 1ém.

“Nhung... nhung...” Ong toan néi gi dé6 nhung van kip kim lai. “Ba
chi Nudc néng Kame tirng bao 1a ¢6 ho hang & Kobe hay dau day gui tién
ve...”

“U, h6i xua thi ding 1a nhv viy, cho dén ba nim truedrc... Nam 1953,
ngwoi ho hang kia qua doi, tw d6 khong th€ nao cé tién gii vé nira. Thé
nén em m&i tha'y la. Ba chd Izutsu thi néi chi phi sinh hoat ctia Hoan chéc
chaalng ton kém maYy, nén c6 1€ 6ng danh dym dworc mot khoan... Nhwng
theo anh thi Hoan c¢6 phai 1a nguwoi biét ti€t ki€ém phong than khong?”

“Kindaichi!” Dwong nhw khong nhin noi ntra, Isokawa chot bung nd.
“Y chd may... nghia Ia... cho ring c6 ai trong lang da bi mat cho Hoan tién
hir?” Ong vé thirc ding d&h ca tiéng dia phwong.

Kindaichi chwa kip tra losi cAu hoi ctia chi huy, mét diéu tra vién da 10
do di ra. Trong tha’y chi huy Isokawa anh ta 1ién rdo budc lai gan, “Téi qua
chd hang diu phu trong lang hoéi thi ho bdo 1a hdm qua ding 12 Hoan c6 t&i
mua dau phu ran, nhwng chi mua cé hai bia théi a.”

Cha 1a canh sit dang diéu tra vé xud't xtr cta chd sushi dau phu con
thwra trong nha. Nhin qua thi cé vé 1a d6 ty 1am chir khong phai mua ngoai
hang, tirc 1a Hoan phai 18’y dau phu & dau dé chir. Vay ma theo tim hi€u cua
canh sat thi Hoan chi mua hai bia ddu phu ran. Hai bia chi ¢ cho mén ninh
voi dwong xi, thé” con sushi dau phu?

“Ha ha ha,” Kindaichi khéng khdi bat cwoi. “Chi huy a, thé" 1a em da
tim ra dad'u vét d€ lai chtia ba gia. Chinh 1a mdy mi€ng sushi ddu phu chi



dau... A, c6 vé trong kia xong r'6i.”

Kindaichi hoi gidt minh khi thd'y thir trong tay di€u tra vién dang budc
ra. C6 vé d6 1a phong thw ma anh khong tai ndo tim thdy va nghi rang ba
gia kia da mang di mat.

“Chi huy, ching t6i tim tha’y r'6i. La thu to Kobe... Noi dung y hét nhw
chi huy da n6i.”

Isokawa rtit 14 thw ra khéi phong bi, doc qua mot lwot r'oi lflng ldng dua
cho Kindaichi. Anh vdi d6n 14y, ddo mat qua thw. Khdng can doc d&n lwot
thtt hai, Kindaichi chic chin day chinh 12 14 thw ma Hoan da cho anh xem
vao td1 mung 7.

Thé nay 12 sao? P&i v&i ba gia &y thi day 4t 14 mot chitng ¢t quan
trong, bang gid ndo ciing phai mang di m&i ding chi. ..

“Cau tim thiy cdi ndy & dau? Phai ching 1a gidu vao chd nao khé tim
14m?”

“Pau c6... N6 & ngay trong hdp gid’y to cling cac loai thw tr buu thi€p
khéc thoi.”

Kindaichi hoang mang tot dd tredc dién bién khé hi€u. Anh vin nghi
vu viéc da dwgce tinh toan hét siec ky lwong, vdy ma ba ta bd lai manh m&i
quan trong nhw 14 thw gia nay & hién treong?

“Chi huy, cho em xem phong bi mot chuit...”

Ping la chiéc phong bi ma Kindaichi ting thdy. Anh da dya vao thong
tin ngwoi gui trén d6 d€ viét dia chi h'6i am. Kindaichi ldng thinh sdm soi
nhirng dong chir quen thudc mot ldc roi vo thire 14t mét trwed'e phong bi.
Thit ddp vao mat khién anh thing thd't thé hét ra.

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Chi huy!” Kindaichi vira néi vira ¢6” te chti, khong d€ minh mat binh
tinh hon. “Lic dworc nho viét h'6i 4m, em mai nhin mat sau d€ xem dja chi
ngwoi giri chir khéng d€ y mit triedre, nhung nhin da'u bru dién ma xem...”

Isokawa ciing phat hodng khi nhin d4u buru dién. Mit 6ng cing ra, 16ng
may nhiu lai, mo6i cdn chit. DAu kha m¢, lai nhoe nhw th€ ai d6 cham vao
sau khi dong nén khong nhin rd ngay thang. Tuy nhién, c6 the€ thdy con s&
la 4 ch khong phai 5 nhw dang 1€. C6 nghia 1a thw nay dwgrc buru dién tiép
nhan vao mdt thoi di€m nao dé trong nam ngodi, chir khdng phai moi dwoe
gtri di vao nam nay.



Nhur da néi te trwedc, gia st Isokawa khong c¢6 & day thi cho du
Kindaichi tam huy€&t dén th&€ nao, vu viéc Ian nay cua Tatara Hoan ciling sé&
bi ngwoi doi don gidn coi nhw vu mat tich cia mot 6ng gia xa lanh thé sy
va s¢m cho vao quén lang.

Theo yéu cau cta Isokawa, phong gidi tri trong khu tro chung ctia Nwde
nong Kame bién thanh noi dit ban chuyén an te chiéu 12 thang Tam.
Chang vang hdm do, canh sat tinh Okayama va phu can déu Ian lwot phai
nhén sy lién quan toi.

D&i voi Isokawa thi diy 1a mét canh bac 1'n. Khong the€ loai trie kha
nang vu vi€c von khong hé bi an, kh6 ma moi ra manh md&i gi. Chwa bié€t
ching moi ngwoi dang ndo loan chan ché thi 6ng gia Hoan lai d6t nhién
xud't hién. Va Isokawa s€ bi truy ctru trach nhiém mot cach triét de€. Tuy
nhién dng van bat chdp va sin sang d6i mit v&i rai ro. C6 18 1om tudi roi
nén nghi bj truy ctru thi cling 14m 13 nhan trach nhiém r'éi tir chirc vé huu 13
dwoc. Bu lai, nhd dau day lai 1a dién bién tiép theo ctia vu 4n ndm 1932 thi
sao? Chwa k€ thién tai phd dn Kindaichi dang c6 mat & day, lai kha quan
tdm dén vu an cll ntra, may ra m¢& dwoc 161 thoat cho sy viéce di vao ngd cut
nam nao...

Nghi nhw th€” thi viéc di€u tra tung tich Hoan c6 du gia tri d€ Isokawa
dat cwgc ca sy nghi€p cia minh. Va chinh quyét dinh cua 6ng sé dong mét
vai tro hét strc quan trong V€ sau.

Lai ndi, trong trach tredng ban chuyén an dwoce giao cho thanh tra
Tachibana & thi trdn Emi cach lang Pau Quy khoang bdn chuc cay s¢§. Di
nhién canh sat ¢6 xe chuyén dung, con binh thwong d€ di tov Emi t&i Dau
Quy, nguoi ta can bat tau dja phwong tuyén Himetsu ndi Himeji va
Tsuyama, vong 1én Himeji tinh Hyogo bén canh r6i méi di xe buyt vé Soja
va vieot deo Sennin d€ toi day.

Ta't nhién & ngay thi trdn Soja 1an can ¢6 canh sat don trd, nhung that
khong may Soja lai thudc dia phan tinh Hyogo. Pay chinh 1a mdt trong
nhirng van dé gy tré ngai cho viéc diéu tra.

DAu sao thi khodng 5 gior chiéu 12 thang Tdm, co’ cAu ban chuyén dn da
thanh hinh.

Tai phong gidi tri cia Nuwdc nong Kame, sau khi dung btra t67 do Rika
chuan bi, moi ngwoi ciing nhau hop ban vé céc tinh ti€t ctia vu viéc, chi tri



la thanh tra Tachibana.

“Nhu viy thi...” Thanh tra nhiu cip 16ng may sic sio sau khi nghe
Kindaichi va Isokawa trinh bay khai quét vu viéc. “Theo suy luan cta ciu
Kindaichi thi vao t67 hoém kia, mung 10 thdng Tam, gitra khi ngoai troi
dang mwa dong, trong nha 6ng Hoan da xay ra mdt vu gi€t nguoi, phai
khong?”

“Khong hin,” Kindaichi néi véi vé ho hitng. Anh ng6i than tho trén
gh€&’, ngwdi nhu sip ngd xudng da't t&i noi, hai tay thi luan phién nhip nhip
vao tay dwa. “Hién tai to1 chwa dam khaamg dinh nhw vay. Thé& nén m&i phai
doi cac anh diéu tra...”

“Kindaichi,” Isokawa ngdi canh ngit 1&i. “Pé&n lic nay réi, chd may
dimg khéch sdo gilt ¥ nita, hdy trao ddi thang thén v&i bon anh dwoc
khong?”

“Trao ddi thang thén 1a sao?”

“Thoi ma, chi da ti€p cin vu viéc tredrc bon anh mét buwdre, han d3 c6 it
nhiéu nhan dinh xem nén bét tay diéu tra ttr dau chir. Chd trinh bay y kién
cho thanh tra Tachibana day tham khéao voi.”

“Piing vy, rd't mong tién sinh chi bdo!” Thanh tra Tachibana néi bing
giong manh mé va dwa mét nhin Kindaichi v&i vé thiim do.

Thanh tra Tachibana tudi trac t& tuan, ddng ngwoi cao rdo, ran chic,
khée khodn. N6i theo ki€u ngwdi kinh ki thi “trong khde nhuw trau” vay.

Nghe Isokawa gi¢i thi€u, Tachibana nhé lai cac vu ddo Nguc Mon, thon
T4m M9, r'di thi ddo Shinkiro dién ra tai Okayama sau chién tranh. Ctr nghi
dén viéc chinh ngudi tredc mit minh day da phd gidi cic ki 4n nhu vay,
ong khong khdi n€ phuc. Nhwng dong thoi 6ng khé ma ki€m ché’ thai do
khiéu khich cta minh khi chirng ki€n tac phong 16i th6i luém thuém, dirng
dwng thai qué cia Kindaichi. V&i ceong vi thanh tra thi 6ng hanh x& nhw
vay au cung hop I€.

“Thoi dwge roi,” nhw theong 1¢, Kindaichi dui dui d6i mét hip lai nhw
budn ngd roi dwa tay 1én gai mai dau r6i bu nhw to qua ciia minh. Sau mot
ny cwoi mim, anh ng6i theamg day va mdc tdi 4o trong ra mot quyen so tay.
Tw sO tay lai 18y ra hai, ba tor gidy gap tu.

“Khong bi€t c6 thanh bao d6ng khdng, nhung td61 c6 gach dau dong
nhirng suy nghi clia minh cho t&i thoi di€m nay. Néu cac anh muén thi



ching ta ¢6 th€ ciing xem qua,” Kindaichi ngap ngung dé xuat.

“Vang, moi ciu,” thanh tra nhiu d6i may sic sdo va rwdn ngudi tdi
truede.

“Chealng cd gi to tat, toi chi liét ké nhirng di€u minh nghi thdi nén lung
cung khéng dau khoéng duobi. Chzatng bi€t c¢6 gidp gi cho cac anh duoc
khong.”

“Puorc ciu dong gép ¥ kién 1a quy héa 1dm rdi.” Thanh tra gan nhw giat
lay may to gidy kh01 tay Kindaichi. Khi mé ra, ddp vao mét dng Ia nét chix
nin nét nhw in chang hé dn nhap v&i vé tré ndi clia chli nhan. Ndi dung nhw
sau.

1. Hoan con s6ng hay da chét? Con song thi dang & dau? Pa chét thi hung tha
gidu xac noi nao? Tai sao phdi gidu?

2. Rin con song hay da chét?

3. Tw day tré di la dya trén gid dinh Rin da qua doi... Hoan c6 biét chuyén
nay khong?

4. Nha Machida & Kobe cé gtri dién bao t& cho Hoan khong?

5. La thw bay td nguyén vong vé chung sdng v&i Hoan caa Rin dwge gii di tw
Kobe vao thoi di€m nao?

6. Ai la nguoi d4u tién doc dwore thw trén?

7. K& ty xung la Rin veegt déo Sennin t¢i ddy vao t6i mung 10 thang Tam la
ai?

8. Hoan da ngdi v&i ké mao danh Rin suét hon hai ti€ng dong h'é ma khong
nhén ra? N€u khong nhén ra thi tai sao?

9. Tw nam 1953 tr& di, Hoan 18’y d4u ra tién sinh hoat?

10. Hoan 12y ddm ki nhong son ti€u ldc nao va d€'lam gi?

Poc d&n muc thr 10 trong danh sdch ma Kindaichi vach ra, thanh tra
Tachibana giat minh, mit mé to. Anh nhin c6 ph#an bt an li€c nhanh vé
mai dau bu xu cua Kindaichi, ong bdm mdi hit mot hoi that sdu xudng
bung.

“Pa hi€u, gach dau dong thé& nay thi cac budc phai lam thanh ra rd rang
r'oi,” thanh tra Tachibana tim tim cwoi. “Vay thi cdu Kindaichi, mong ciu
hay cting moi ngwoi & day di€m lai trng muc mot. Chi huy, anh gidp nhé,”
ong ti€p tuc v&i cach nhan nha ddm chat dia phwong.

“Hwm, ¢6 muc thd vi phé&t nhi.”



Muc khién Isokawa khong nhin dwoe cwoi ¢6 1€ 1a muc 10. Tuy miéng
tim tim nhwng mét 6ng van 4nh 1én vé bin khoin.

“Trwde tién 1a muc 1, Hoan con sdng hay da chét... D€ lam rd muc nay
thi ¢an thém nhiéu c6ng strc nra.”

“Piing, quan trong 1a phai tim tha’y thi thé’ da.”

“Phai r'6i, chi v&i may vét mau va nhirng thir dwore d€ lai kia thi chwa
th& khing dinh day 12 mot vu giét ngudi duoe,” Isokawa gop 10:.

“Nhung ma, cau Kindaichi nay.”

“Vang.”

“Nhin cach dat the t van dé thi cé vé ciu chura hin tin rﬁng Hoan da bi
sat hai nhi?”

“A vang, thi th¢' nén tdi m&i coi d6 1a nghi van can dwoc 1am sdng td.
Ha ha ha.”

Thanh tra Tachibana li€c qua vé mat than nhién cta Kindaichi r'oi lai
dwa méit xudng to gidy, “Né&u con song thi dang & dau... Pay 1a mot nghi
van quan trong. Vay con phan né€u da chét thi hung thu giau x4c noi nao va
tai sao phai giau?”

“Thoi nao Tachibana,” Isokawa 6n ton chen vao nhr mot 6ng chd dd
danh dra chdu nhong nhéo. “Pay la tac phong cua Kindaichi thoi, IAn nao
cing the’. Phong cach cua Kindaichi 1a xem xét moi kha nang c6 the xay ra.
Theo t6i1 thi chang qua chi 2y nghi la chwa thdy xac thi chwa the khang
dinh day la mot vu giét ngwoi, va ¢in suy xét d&€n kha nang Hoan con s6ng
va tién hanh diéu tra ki lvong theo ca hwdng day nira thoi.”

“Ra th&... nhung...” Thanh tra Tachibana cin chit moi dudi. “Gid st
Tatara Hoan con sdng, thi phai nhin nhan nhirng ddu vét & hién treong thé’
nao?”

“O mirc d6 ay, mudn nguy tao khong phai la kho.”

“Nguy tao?” Thanh tra Tachibana td ra ba't ngo’, chan may gin ra. Ong
khong th6t nén loi, mat mot ldc cir nhin qua lai gitra Isokawa va Kindaichi,
nhung c6 vé nhu dan da thi tw duy ciing bat dau 1y g1a1 dwoc sy ton tai cua
nhu’ng kha niing phtrc tap trong vu viéc T4n nay. Ong cing mét ra nghién
ctru mwoi muc thém Tan ntra.

“Nhung, thé” thi...” Ong nu6t nwdc mi€ng nhw d€ cudn trdi ca nhirng



ban tdm. “Chuyén sang muc thir hai nao. Rin con s6ng hay da chét... cai
nay 1a?”

“A, céi dd’y toi chi viét cho c6 thdi. Muc nay va muc 4 thi chi ¢an doi
chi€u voi nguoi tén Machida & Kobe 1a dwoc.”

“Vay a? Th& con muc 3, Hoan cé biét Rin da qua doi hay khong...
Diéu nay thi co vai tro gi?”

“Anh Tachibana,” nét mit Kindaichi bdng nghiém tic hin 1én. “DaYy
chinh 1a nghi vadn 1on nha't trong mwoi muc nay. Viéc Rin dd ma't thi khong
c6 gi phai nghi ngo dau. Ba chi Ito chia Izutsu da dich than t&i dy tang 18
roi ma. TAt nhién d€ chic chin thi vin ¢in xdc minh v&i bén Kobe...
Nhung van dé chinh la theé" nay co.”

Kindaichi k€ lai chuyén Hoan nho’ anh viét ho h'di 4m, r'6i cd vé mung
ro’ nhw con nit cua ong.

“Piéu nay lién quan t&i ca hai nghi vin 5 va 6.”

“Ld thw bay td nguyén vong vé chung sdng voi Hoan dwoe Rin g di
tw Kobe vao thoi diém nao... C6 nghia 14 the nay khong phéi 1a méi duoc
vi€t va gui di trong thoi gian gan day a?”

Thanh tra Tachibana cam 14 thw dang dat trén ban 1€n d€ xem dau buu
dién ngoai phong bi. Nhw da néi & trwde thi da'u da qua mo nén khong doc
dwoc gi nhiéu hon la bru dién da ti€p nhan vao thoi di€m nao do trong
nam 1954. Va di nhién la ngwoi gii da quén dién ngay gii di.

“Dui sao thi myc nay c6 th€ lam roé néu d6i chi€u véi nha Machida &
Kobe.”

“Pung vay, nén chd Kindaichi m&i mudn tip trung vao muc 6 day.”

“Ai la ngwoi dau tién doc thu... La sao?”

“Tachibana, cAu hdy quan st ki chd mép phong bi ¢6 diu vé&t niém
phong ma xem,” Isokawa 18’y kinh lip ctia Kindaichi dwa cho Tachibana.

Thanh tra 1at mat sau phong bi. Pay la phong bi danh cho phu nt dung,
m¢ theo chi€u doc chir khdng phai chiéu ngang. Mot dau phong bi dwoc
cit gon ghé biang kéo, va ¢ the tha'y né dworc niém phong bang chit “Seal”
thay cho ki hiéu x thwong tha'y.

Soi ki bang kinh Itip, Tachibana thay chit “Seal” viét bing myc tim c6
doi chd bi nhoe, 16 rang 12 do bi ho qua hoi nwde. Khong nhitng vy, hai



ntra clia chit con hoi bi chéch di. Thanh tra thé hit ra nhw cd voi phun
nwde, “Ra the. Co ngwoi da 187y trom va doc dwore thwe triedre khi né kip dén
tay Tatara Hoan. K& d6 van git 14 thw d&€n mai gan diy m&i niém phong lai
va gtti cho Hoan. Ong gia lai twdng 13 the m&i viét nén méi ming r&...”

“Khong, n€u chi nhw vay thoi thi da don gidn roi.”

“Ha?” Tachibana giat minh quay sang phia Isokawa.

“A, chaalng 12 Kindaichi cho ring con mot kha ning khéic nira. Tirc 12
Hoan d3 nhan dwoc thw tir nim ngodi. Ong ta da 18y kéo mé phong bi va
doc nodi dung, nhung lai khong ¢é y dinh ndi lai tinh xwa nén van d¢€ day,
xong l4n nay thdy c6 th€ s dung vao viéc nguy tao hién treong nén mai
cd tinh ho’ d4u kia cia phong bi qua hoi nwdc d€ mé ra r'oi niém phong lai.
Muc dich 1a 1di trong tAm diéu tra theo hwdng ciu vira néi...”

“Nhung... nhung...” Thanh tra nhin ho, mét hoi trom 1én pho ra nhirng
tia mdu. “Dau kéo & day thi sao? RS rang 13 vét cit m&i ma.”

“Ciing theo Kindaichi, kéo cit lic nao chang duoc, va &y phong bi da
mo tr nam ngoal ra cit thém I4n nira d€ tao vét cit md&i von chang hé kho
khan gi...

“Khi that!”

“Nhung dau sao d6 ciing chi 12 mot kha niing thoi, anh Tachibana a.”

“Pung r6i, Kindaichi chi muén Iwvu y 12 nén suy xét t&i ca nhirng
treong hgp nhw vay ntra, it nha't 1a cho toi khi tim th@y thi the... Ma hay
ti€p tuc da.”

Tachibana dwdng nhw thd don, trdn 14'm tAm mo héi. Ong dwa mu ban
tay quét bot md hoi roéi 1at sang trang sau, “Muc 7, ké te xwng 1a Rin vuot
deo Sennin t&i diy vao t6i mung 10 thang Tdm la ai...”

“Va vAn dé nay thi Kindaichi cho ring c6 hai kha ning. Trueong hop
Hoan bi Itra bing thw gia thi hin 1a ¢6 k& ma 6ng khong ngd t¢i da ddi 16t
Rin. Nhung n&u ta't cd déu do Hoan sip dit thi c6 I1& d6 12 dong bon, thim
chi 1a chinh ban than 6ng &y. Khong ai thdy rd mat ké do, giong néi kha
nho va tram. Kindaichi da nghe ba chu Izutsu k&€ so’ qua 1a h'd6i tré Hoan kha
dam mé dién xui't va c6 ning khiéu trong mang nay.”

Mit thanh tra Tachibana gio d trom tron, sic mit nhot nhat thang thot.
Thay toi nghiép qud, Kindaichi dui mét réi xoa dju, “T6i khong dinh 1am
qué trinh diéu tra phic tap thém dau thanh tra a. Chang qua toi chi k& véi



chi huy day rang ah sau vu viéc T4n niy c6 di€ém qudi gé& khiéh ngudi ta
khong th€ khong nghi d€n nhirng kha nang ay.”

“A, ving, vang.”

“Ma thoi, tam géac vy da’y lai da, muyc ti€p di Tachibana.”

“Véang, muc 8, Hoan da ng6i v&i ké mao danh Rin sudt hon hai tiéng
dong h'd ma khong nhén ra va n€u khong thi tai sao...”

“Néu ké mao danh Rin la d6ng bon v&i Hoan hay 1a chinh 6ng &Yy thi
ciu trad loii hét stiec don gian. Néu roi vao treong hgp con lai thi cau hoi tai
sao s€ xua't hién.”

“Tai sao w? Cau Kindaichi c6 y ki€n gi khong a?”

“Khong, t6i chwa ¢c6 manh mdi gi... Nhwng & diy ¢6 hai treong hop,
mot 1a Hoan khong hé nhén ra, va hai la 6ng &y ¢6 nhan ra nhwng vi ly do
nao d6 ma khong truy ctru.”

“Nghia l1a 6ng &y da khong truy ctru lai con dung btra cing ké gid mao
d€ r'oi bi ha doc sao?”

“Ha ha ha, xét theo logic thi s€ 1a th&".”

“Lam sao c6 chuyén nhw vy dworc!” Thanh tra Tachibana quat 1én,
bung bao da ding l1a khong th€ hoan toan tin twdng may tay chi bi€t vé
hwou v& vergn trén gid'y the ndy, ndi buc doc trong 6ng nhw lai bing 1én.

“Nao nao Tachibana, ctr ti€p di da.”

“Vang, muc 9, tx ndm 1953 tré di, Hoan 138y d4u ra tién sinh hoat... 1a
thé"nao day?”

Sau khi nghe Isokawa giai thich thém v€ su tinh, nét ngac nhién va vé
dam chiéu nghiém tdc lai quay vé v&i geong mit cua thanh tra Tachibana.
Ong ha giong hdi, “Nghia 1a chi huy cho ring Tatara Hoan d3 t&ng tién ai
d6 dia vao thong tin 6ng ta nim gitt vé vu 4n nim 1932?”

“Khong, t6i khong dam chic 12 Hoan c6 tdng tién ngwdi ta hay khong.
C6 th€ 12 ké nao d6 bji Hoan bét thép da chii dong chi tién d€ bit miéng dng
Ay. Né&u diing thé" thi chinh muc 9 s& 1a mét xich quan trong k&t ndi vu viée
[an nay va vu 1932.”

“Pa r6. Can phai di€u tra cho ki,” thanh tra khoanh tron ba lwgt d€ danh
dau muc 9. “Cau Kindaichi, muc cu61 1a sao? Hoan 18y ddm ki nhong son
tieu ldc nao lam gi...”



“A,” Kindaichi lai 14’y nim ngén tay gii gii mdi téc r&i bl nhw thuwong
18. “T6i vi€t vao cho ¢6 &y ma. Tai tdi thd’y chin muyc thi c thi€u thi€u th&’
nao ay.”

“Gi co'?” Chi huy va thanh tra dong thanh thdt 1én, mat day vé ngac
nhién pha lan ngdn ngdm.

“V&i ca toi cam thay 16 mo rang nét ki di ciia may con ki nhdng son
tiéu 8y dwong nhw cé thé twong trieng cho vu viéc Ian nay ntra.”

“H&?” Tachibana byc doc cwdi khdy va dwa mét lwodm Kindaichi,
nhwng nghi thé nao lai doi thai d6 ngay. “Thoi dugrc r'oi, cdm on ciu. Nho
ciu chi v& ma chiing tdi thay dwoc 12 nén bat dau tir dau. Tém lai néu tim
ra dwgc thi the' cia Tatara Hoan thi cau khong con gi phai lan tan niva ha?”

“Pung vay, tredre ti€n phai lam rd xem Hoan con s6ng hay da chét...”

Kindaichi nhim d6i mit gon nét u siu, vai thi thdng xudng lo ngai,
nhwng thanh tra Tachibana khéng con d€' y t&i anh nira.

“Kato, Kato,” 6ng goi cdp dwdi dang dgii & phong bén. Nghe giong 4m
vang, c6 thé dodn ra dung tich ph&i 6ng phai 1én 14m. Cong cudc diéu tra
dAy tAm huyét cta thanh tra Tachibana bit d4u tir ddy.

Mot ngay sau, 13 thang Tam.

Cudi cung thi di€u ma hdi thanh nién lang lo ngai da xay ra.

Concert quy md nhd ctia Yukari kiém 1& hoi nhdy mia Obon kiém cudc
thi hat cho thanh nién lang dy ki€n md& man vao chiéu t6i hdm do6 va kéo
dai may ngay tdi. Tuy nhién, Tachibana da yéu cau hoi thanh nién hd tror
diéu tra tr sang t&i chiéu, d&€ xem c6 phai xdc Tatara Hoan dang ndm dudi
dam Thyc Nhan that khong.

Pam rong gan 2000 m2, chwa bao gio’ can khd du ¢é gdp phai nam han
héan, vi dwdi ddy ddm c6 nhi€u dau clia cdc mach nwdc ngam khac nhau.
bdi voi lang Dau Quy thi diy 1a mét ngu6n du tre nwdec quy bau, dong
thoi 1a mot khu dAm ma mi dang s¢ véi do sdu ma ai 16 roi xudng déu
khong ngoi [én noi. Dam rong nhw vay nhung ngoai may con ki nhong son
tiéu voi 1op da khién ngwoi ta ghé sg thinh thoang ngup 1dn ra thi that ki la
1a chéng hé c6 loai thity sinh nao khéc cw ngu ca.

Nguyén mdt ngay hom do, canh sat va hoi thanh nién lang da Iung suc



khip dam. Nguoi ta chéo xudng len 13i gitta ddm hoa beéo né 1o, quing
lwdi va thoe sao tre xudng nude d€ tim ki®m, nhung 1ot cudc ching thu
hoach duogrc gi.

Nguyén nhin chinh c6 1& bat ngudn tir sy thi€u nhiét tinh clia ddm
thanh ni€n... Nghi cho ki thi cling chging phai diéu gi khé doan. P61 voi
cac thanh ni€n day su’c song kia thi chuyén sinh t& clia mot 1do _gia ngo
ngan nhue Hoan von chang cO gi dang quan tam. Va trén hét thi chang co gi
khang dinh 1a thi th€ ciia Hoan bi ném xudng dam ca. Thém vao dé, con
mua dong t&i ming 10 vd tinh da tré thanh dong pham dic lwc cho hung
tha (trong treong hop thwe sy ¢6 hung thi). Moi da'u vét ngoai nha déu da
bi mwa gi6 bao bung gdt rira hét.

Cit nhu vy, nhitng nd lyc ban d4u nham tim kié'm thi th€ dd hoan toan
tha't bai. Tuy nhi€n, mot mat thi cong cudc di€u tra day tdm huy€t cta
thanh tra Tachibana bit dau cho thay hiéu qua.

Pau tién, k€t qua kham nghiém nhttng v€t ban trong nha da dwoc
phong giam dinh cua canh sat tinh g&i tra vao chiéu 14. Theo dd, trong
nhirng v€t ban c6é Lobeline (C,,H,7,NO5) mdt cha't Alkaloid kich doc. Chat
nay thwong dwoc tim thd'y & mot loai 16 binh thudc ho hoa chudng. L
binh... Chinh 1a loai thyc vat ma ngwoi trong ving goi la sat quan thao.
Ching sinh s6i & quanh dam Thyc Nhan. Phai chang ding la Hoan da bj ha
sat bang doc st quan thao?

Thtr hai 1a bdo cdo cia diéu tra vién Kato, von dwoc cir di Kobe tw t61
qua va m&i tré vé vao chiéu 13. Theo d6 thi ding l1a Kuribayashi Rin da
trdt hoi thd cudi cung vao ngay 27 thang Tw vira qua tai quan an Beniya do
Machida Kotaro lam chua, dia chi 2-36 phwong Nishi-yanagiwara, quan
Hyogo, thanh ph& Kobe. Diéu tra vién Kato da gip bac si viét gid'y ching
t va dwoee bi€t 1a ba ma't do ung thw than. Machida Kotaro néi 1a da guwi tin
bdo ik ciing ldc cho Hoan va cho Ito. Ong kh:flng dinh ring néu bén Izutsu
da nhan dwore tin bdo thi bén Pau Quy ciing vdy. Con 14 thw bay td nguyén
vong gdo v lai lanh 1a do Tatsuko, con gai Kotaro viét hd Rin. Vwra thd'y 14
thw Kato chia ra, c6 da x4c nhan la nét chtr cia minh. Tuy nhién c6 khong
nh¢& r6 ngay thang ma chi lang mang ¢6 an twgng 1a vao mua néng, thang
Téam hodc Chin gi d6 clia nim ngodi, tirc 1954. Tatsuko rom ré'm nwdc mét
k& rang Rin da dai ¢ ngéng chd hdi am tir lang Pau Quy, nhueng mai
khong thdy gi, cudi cung ba nan long va dot nhién gia y€u hin di. DAu sao



thi viéc 14 thw da day Rin t&i tdt cung tuyét vong lai dot ngdt xuad't hién sau
mot nim da khién ngwdi ta cdm nhan duoce ring trén doi ndy that ching
thi€u gi nhtrng chuyén ki qudi. Liéu c6 ding la Hoan khong nhédn duoc the
Rin va dién bdo t¢? Hay la nhan dwoc nhwng vi 1y do nao dé ma dng quyét
dinh lam ngo*?

Mot budre tién tri€n khac ctia cong cude di€u tra 1a vé chi phi sinh hoat
ctia Hoan.

“Theo nhuw t6i bi€t thi...”

Puwoc moi t¢i ban chuyén an vao chiéu 12 1a ba chd Aoike Rika cia
Nuwde nong Kame.

“Ong cha nha quan cai ¢6 mot cdu chdu & Kobe... hinh nhw tén 1a
Yoshida Junkichi, con cia em gdi 6ng. T sau chi€n tranh thi nguwoi nay
van ludn g tién cho O6ng... Nhung déh nim 1952 hodc 1953 thi Junkichi
qua d&i... Ong chi dich than t&i tin Kobe thuong thao véi gia quyén ho
veé viéc chu cap sinh hoat. C6 vé k&€t qua khong dwoc nhw ¥ nén lic vE Ong
ct kéu ca than thé mai, co ma...”

“Co ma?”’

“Co ma sau da’y thi ong khong c6 vé gi 1a ting quan ca. To6i tirng hoi
tham xem thé& nao thi nghe bao la em trai ctia Junkichi da nhén loi ti€p tuc
gtri tién chu cdp cho 6ng. Lic &y 6ng cha td ra kha vui mwng.”

“Em trai tén la gi?”

“T61 khong ro...”

“Pjia chi cia Yoshida Junkichi 1a & dau?”

“A, & day c6 the do Yoshida Junkichi gii d&n day, trudng ban...” Piéu
tra vién Inui ng6i bén canh gép 1oi. Anh 18y trong hdp gidy to thu dworc tw
nha Hoan ra moét tép thw tw, ¢ vai birc dé tén ngwoi gii 1a Yoshida
Junkichi. Pia chi 1a khu 2 phwong Sumadera, thanh phd” Kobe, kém thém ca
s& dién thoai.

“Vay cdu hay ct nguoi di tim hi€u xem. C6 1€ t&i noi thi s€ biét dwoc
tung tich ciia ngwoi em.”

“Vang. Be't6i dich than di mdt chuyén xem sao.”

Dén chiéu 13 diéu tra vién Inui van chwra di Kobe vé. Tuy nhién, khong
can doi anh ta thi vin dé dang nhan ra nhitng gi Hoan k€& v&i Rika chgng



qua chi 1a maYy loi dai boi. Khi tra cieu dir liéu ctia cac bwu dién 1an cén c6
nhan chuyén phat t&i lang Pau Quy, khong hé cé dau tich cia giao dich
chuyén tién ndo cho Tatara Hoan ti¥ sau thang Mwdi hai nim 1953. O thi
tran Soja chi c6 chi nhanh cda hai ngan hang M va S. Ca hai déu khong ghi
nhén khoan tién nao chuyén cho Hoan, cling khong ghi nhan khoan tién nao
do dng dkng tén s& hiru.

No6i tom lai, cho du Hoan nhéan dwoee tién cta ai thi giao dich do6 cling
dién ra ngay trong lang chitr khong phdi ttr bén ngoai. Hoan di néi doi
Rika...

“Cau Kindaichi.” Tachibana khong gidu noi phan khich va khong ngén
ngai cam on suy ludn cda Kindaichi vé riéng di€m nay. “Nho cdu ma ching
to6i M4n ra mit t&i cia Hoan. Ong gia nay qua khéng don gian chit nao.”

“Vay la chi can tim ra ai da c6ng tién cho Hoan ntwra thoi,” Isokawa td
ra hao hirng, ¢6 1€ 1a do cdm thdy mdi lién hé dang trd nén rd nét gitra vu
nay voi vy 1932.

“Hay 1a goi Rika t&i hoéi thém Ian nira. Xem trong lang ai hay qua lai
voi Hoan...” Kindaichi dé nghi.

“A, phai, phai. Kimura, qua m&i chi Rika t&i ddy Tan niva gidp toi v&i.”

“R!”

Khong 14u sau khi tuan tra vién Kimura di goi, Rika da t&i ban chuyén
4n va duoc nghe thanh tra Tachibana trinh bay thic méc.

“Anh mudn héi ai 1a ngwoi than nha't véi 6ng chi nha quan cai &Yy a...
Ong &y von sanh doi, lai ching tham lam cdi gi cla ai bao gid, roi con
dwoc céi hieu sau biét rdng va khéo miéng nira nén ldc ranh nhi€u nguoi
ghé choi 1§m. Tuy nhién than thiét hin thi 6 I& chang c6 ai.”

“Nghia la giao thi¢p rong nhung lai chfmg c6 18y mot nguoi du d€ doc
bau tam sy?”

“Vang, néi vay khong sai...”

“Kahei thi the' nao? Kahei c6 vé mom mép 1dm ma...” Isokawa xen vao
cau chuyén.

“Vang, ding 12 n€u gip thi hai ngudi ho trd chuyén soi ndi 1m. Nhung
ching ma’y khi ho cht dong thdm viéng nhau...”

“Hau nhw khong c6 ludbn sao?”



“Vang, so v&i 6ng chd Nire thi ¢6 1€ ba cuy tién chi nha hang hii con
than thi€t hon...”

“Ba cu tién chi hang hii & day 1a...” Kindaichi thic méc.

“A, vang, xin 10i. La nha Yura a. Moi nha quanh diy déu goi tén hiéu
nhw vay ca.”

“A, 12 cu Ioko 82 tudi, ba chi nha Yura thé& hé trude ay ha?”

“Chd may bi€t ré qua nhi,” Isokawa tim tim cwoi.

“Tai hom tried'c em nghe ba chi Izutsu k€ vay thoi. Nghia 12 Hoan van
thwong lui toi nha Yura w?”

“Vang, cu tién cha van thwong moi 6ng &y dén... N6i gi thi nha quan
cai van 1a dong ho danh gid nhat trong lang, hai ngwdi tudi tac lai £an nén
c6 1€ no6i chuyén hgp, Nha Yura ma cé ctiia ngon vat la gi la ba Atsuko déu
mang qua bi€u O6ng chli nha quan cai ca. Dan thwong ching t6i ludén c&
ging gitr y khi ti&p xtdc v&i dng 4y, nhung chaalng the’ so sanh dworc...”

Utaro, nguoi ch'ong da mat cia Atsuko chinh la nhin vat khoi mao tdn
bi kich nam 1932, nén khi nghe vay thi trong dau ai cling nghi ngay t&i kha
niang van con uan khiic nao d6 lién quan t&i vu viée kia.

“Cu tién chi ndm nay da 82 tudi r'oi, khong bi€t strc khde thé nao? Phai
chiang da gia y&u t&i marc khong ctr dong dwore nira?”

“Khong, cu van khde 14m, thinh thodng con t&i tim & chd chiing tdi cor
a. Tuy lung thi dd cong nhw cdnh cung nhwng tai mét cu van tinh t&i mic
chaalng ai nght la da 82 tuoi ca...”

N6i xong, Rika I'4n lwgt nhin ba ngwoi nhir mudn hdi tai sao lai mudn
bi€t may chuyén nay. Bén canh vé dep lanh Iung, ba s& htru ca nét diém
tinh than trong nhwng sic sdo clia phu nit Kyoto.

“Cam on ¢6. N€u con gi can hdi thi ching t6i xin phép dwoc lam phién
ti€p sau, mong cd giip do,” Isokawa bay td long bi€t on mdt cdch n'dng
hau.

“Vang... vay t6i xin phép...” Rika lich thiép cui dau roi roi di.

“Chi huy, th& nay thi c6 I€ phai ra soat lai quan hé gitra Tatara Hoan va
nha Yura thém mot luot ro1.”

“Phai thtr thoi,” Isokawa td vé dong tinh.

Cong cudc diéu tra nhin chung dién tién kh4 thuan loi, duy chi c6 mot



van dé€ di vao ngd cut Ia ngudn gdc clia mén sushi dau phy, dau vét duy
nha't ma ba gia kia d¢'lai.

Ban than mén sushi thi nhiéu kha nang la ty lam tai gia, nhung ké ca
thé thi vAn phai ¢6 ngwdi di mua dau phu. C6 mwoi mi€ng sushi thira lai,
nén it ra phai dung t&i nim bia dau. Nhuwng dut d3 ndm rd danh tinh clia ta't
ca nhirng ngwoi mua nhi€u hon nam bia dau, khéng chi tai hang dau phu
trong lang ma cd & cdc thon xém, thj trdn 14n cin, thi vin khong mot ai
trong s& d6 ¢6 vé gi gidng véi ba gia ki quai kia ca.

“Thoi duoc roi, treede tién e ghi lai hét nhirng ngwoi dd mua trén nam
bia ddu da. Panh phai xét tirng treong hop mot vay.”

Ct& nhw vay, cong cudc diéu tra quanh trong tdm la vu mat tich cta
Tatara Hoan ti€p tuc dwore canh sat xic ti€n véi nhing thanh qua nhat
dinh, cting ldc thi thanh nién trong lang twng buwdc hoan thién qua trinh
chuan bi cho chwong trinh ca mda. Sau nay ngwoi ta m&i biét 1a xen ké
gitra hai hoat dong d6, con c6 mot k& hoach siat nhan ma mi dang dwoc ac
quy bi mat trién khai.

“Lam sao bay gio’ chi huy? Hay 1a ctr d€ Tachibana lo viéc diéu tra, con
chuing ta di xem ca mda nhi?”

Kindaichi cuing Isokawa udng can hai chai bia va dung bwra t&1 xong thi
d6ng h'6 di€ém 8 gio. Ti€ng nhac xdp xinh phat trén loa nhw dwoec con gié
mang t&i chd ho.

“Ha ha ha, tién sinh Kindaichi ma quan tdm t&i nie than néng bong co
a.”

“Ma cai gi! N6i vay khac nao xtdc pham em. V&i lai ai moi 1a nguoi
dung ntr thdn néng bong lam m'6i du em dén day ha?”

“Ha ha ha. Chu may néi th€ thi anh chiu roi. Viy hdy qua chi€ém
ngwong dung nhan c6 nang néng bong kia cdi nhi.”

“... Chi huy lac hdu qua.”

“Chd néi vay la sao?”

“Nhéc t&i mot o nang goi cam, thi gio’ ai con quan tim dung nhan th&’
nao nwra. Chealng phai nguoi ta toan viét 1a vong ba thé nao hay vong mot
bao nhiéu da’y sao.”

“Ha ha ha, vay cai ching ta chuan bi di xem la mdng cd &y ha, cam on
chu da khai sang...”



Minh van 40 mdéng mua he, hai ngwoi vira duia cot vira rori khoi Nuwde
néng Kame vao lic hon 8 gio mot chuit.

Nhw da néi ¢ trén thi tor Nuwdc néong Kame di b t&i trung tim lang mat
gan mot ti€ng dong h'6, nén khi hai ngwoi cing dam dong khach vang lai
tw nhirng vung 14n cén t&i duoc ria biét pha cii thi da gan 9 gio.

“0, dong that nhi.”

“Kindaichi, di tit qua day.”

So v&i K1nda1ch1 chua tung di vé phia nay [an nao tw h'0i dén lang, thi
Isokawa nim rd dwong di 161 lai hon hin. Sau khi bang qua quang dwong
tinh mich bén la d6i bén la ring, ho thdy trwdc mét hién 1én 4nh deén sin
khau 18 lanh. Bén dwdi san kha'u 1a dam dong ldc nhic nhw kién.

“0, c6 vé chiing ta t&i ding lic d4y, chi huy a. Yukari dang hét trén sin
khau phai khong?”

Kindaichi dang dinh rdo budc t&i truede thi bi chi huy nim vat 40 kéo
lai.

“DPoi chiit d3,” dng thi thao ddy dn y va ha't ham I1én chd cich d6 ndm,
sdu mét.

Chuyén gi day?

Tim dp manh, Kindaichi dwa mét nhin theo hwdng Isokawa chi. Dudi
gb’c thong dd dai thu dic treng cia vung nay la hai ¢6 gai dang ding nép
minh nhw d€ tranh cdi nhin cta ngwoi khac. Ca hai déu méc 40 mong mua
heé, nhng mét trong hai doi khin trum che kin t dinh d4u t&i tdn ngang
vai.

“Chi huy, la ai th&?”

“Satoko nha Nwdc nong Kame da’y. Chd chwa gédp Ian nao a?”

“Vang, van chua. .. A, con ngwoi kia 1a ¢6 phuc vu Miki nhi. Nhung sao
Satoko lai d6i khan trum dau nhw vay?”

“Tw dau t&i chian cd bé déu bi bot dd pha kin. Néu khong thi kha wa
nhin ddy. Hay gid vo' khong bi€t ma di qua thoi. Kéo tdi cd bé...”

Hai ngwoi vira dinh ca't buwde thi lai ¢6 bon thanh nién tw biét phu cii
chay ra. Nhac thdy bong dang ho, Satoko dinh trdn vao rirng nhung khdng
kip. Ho da nhin tha’y ¢6 tw triedee 1'0i.

“Twdng ai hda ra bé Satoko! C6 gi ma phai tron?”



Giong n6i nay la ctia Katsuhei. Ba ngwoii con lai 1a Kanao, Goro va Nire
Fumiko.

“A, Satoko, em dén da’y a.” Kanao chi néi vy roi chuyén cha dé ngay,
giong nghe chtrng cén rit. “Ma Miki ¢ bi€t Yasuko déu roi khong? Sau
day la ti€t myc cta Yasuko va Fumiko ma chang ai tha’y c¢6 &y dau ca.”

Miki dwa tay chi vé phia rirng va néi gi do.

“Gi co’!” Ti€ng hét tha't thanh la cia Goro. “Co &y di dau cung v&i mot
ba gia w? Ba gia nao co’ chi?”

Nghe Miki trd lovi ti€p, d€n lwot Katsuhei néi voi vé hoang hdt, “Nay
me tré, nghe gidng ba gia t&i nha quan cai qua vay?”

Ciing lic nay, Isokawa va Kindaichi da dén chd ddm thanh nién.

“A, Miki day a,” Isokawa c& géng bit chuyén mdt cdch ty nhién d&
ngwoi ta khong giat minh. “Chuyén vira xong 1a sao thé? C6 ba gia nao dan
cO Yasuko di dau roi a?”

Theo 1 Miki thi trén dwong dén day, cd va Satoko bét gip Yasuko di
cung mot ba gia lwng cong nhw canh cung, dau quan khan, mic quan vai
trén ph'ong dudi bo truyén thong, chan di dép cdi...

“Co6 Miki khong chao hai bon ho a?”” Kindaichi hai.

“Khong a. Bé Satoko cir mudn tr6n nén téi danh ndp trong béng ciy
doi ho di qua.”

Satoko van ldng thinh, mit quay di chd kh4c. Chi€c khin trum d4u cla
¢ chi hé ding phan mit.

“Vay 1a ho khong d€'y thd’y hai ngwoi phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“Liic d6 sac mit cd Yasuko th& nao? C6 vé s¢ hdi hay gi khong?”

“T6i khong chéc co Ay c6 so hai hay khdng, nhung 16 rang 12 ba't ngo'.”

“Cau Kanao,” Isokawa vin c& ging tiép tuc mot cich ti nhién nhat ¢
the. “Cac cdu hay chia nhau ra tim ¢6 Yasuko, dworc khong? Qua nha Yura
hdi xem Yasuko da vé chwa chang han... Néu chwa thi cho nguoi toi b6t
tuan tra va Nwdc néng Kame goi canh sat toi diy ntra,” giong 6ng run run.

Vu viéc cang lic cang ndo dong. Sau khi 1& hoi két thiic thi dan lang d6
x0 di tim ki&€m, nhung cd dém van khong thd’y bong dang Yasuko du ca.

Phéi d&n to mo sang hdm sau, thi th€’ cia Yura Yasuko, con gdi hang



hii, m&i dwge phét hién trong tw thé’ nedc d vao miéng qua phéu sau khi
dwoc dong bang hii, ding nhw ndi dung cta khic ca td cau kia.



cnuchunaltiép Lol

Cach nha Hoan khodng hon ndm chuc mét dwong doc men bo dam
Thyc Nhan, c6 mdt con thac nhd. Bdo la thac thi c6 phan hoi qua, chealng
qua 1a noi diy nén da't bong nho 1én khodng hai mét, va ttr g& dd d6 c6 mot
dong nudrce trong vit chay nhd giot xudng duwdi, ngudi trong viing goi dong
nuwdc la thac Nghi Chan.

S¢& di ¢6 cai tén nay 1a b&di ngay gitra long thac ¢ mot phi€n da tro’ troi
voi hinh dang ra't phu hgp d€ ngdi nghi chan. Dong nwdc d6 xudng ding
vao chd 16m cta phién da nay roi mdi tie d6 tran ra 1dong ao xung quanh.

Cai ao c6 hinh ban nguyét nhueng khong dwoc tron ven, rong gan hai
mét, sdu d6 sdu chuc phan. Nudc tw ao lai chdy thanh mét dong nhd ra dam
Thwc Nhén. Tatara Hoan thwong ra dy 18y nwde phuc vu sinh hoat.

Thi th€ cda con gdi hang hi, tiec Yura Yasuko, dwore phat hién ngay tai
chan thdc ndy trong tw th& ndm ngtra mit 1én troi, dau gdi 1én sbi da. Va
chinh phan dau cfa cai xac la chi tiét ki quai khi€n ngwoi ching kién
khong th6t nén loi.

Miéng Yasuko cdm mot cdi phéu thdy tinh to, dudng kinh ching hai
muoi phan. Trén phi€n dd nghi chan c¢6 mot chiéc hii gd dung tich khoang
nam lit reei dat hoi nghiéng. Nuwde twe thac d6 vao hii, t&i khi ddy lai tran
xudng miéng phéu va rét th:flng vao miéng Yasuko.

Nhirng nguwoi khdong bi€t ti khic ca ti cau cua lang Pau Quy...
khong, c6 1& ngay c& ngudi biét nhirg 10 ca Ay... hian déu chodng véng
tredc canh twong nay. Khi thi th€ méi dwgre phat hién, khong mdt ai hi€u
dwore tai sao hung tha lai chon tw thé€ nay va mudn am chi diéu gi. Chinh vi
vay, khia canh ma mi ctia vu viéc m&i cang ¢ diéu kién khoét sau, an mon
tdm can nguoi doi.

Hung thii cho con g4i hang hil udng nude thac biang phéu sau khi dong
bang hii, ding nhr md ti trong khic ca ti cAu. Tuy nhién, Yasuko chét
khong phai do dudi nwdc, ma 1a bi siét cd dén tit thd roi méi dwore dan



dung lai.
Nguwoi phat hién ra thi thé'1a Kanao va Goro.

Sau khi tim Yasuko sudt d&m ma khong thd’y, hdi thanh nién lang bét
d4u lo riang biét dAu c6 da bi giét va viet xdc xudng dam Thyc Nhan, ho
bén chia nhau lung suc khip xung quanh dam, d€ roi Goro phét hién tha’y
cai xac.

Goro trong thudt véi tredng ban chuyén dn Tachibana vé tinh hinh ldc
bdy gio’ nhu sau.

“Theo d€ xua't ctia Kats... a khong, ctia hdi trwedng thanh nié€n Nire
Katsuhei thi ¢ manh ai ndy tim mi khong an thua, nén chiing t6i chia
thanh tirng nhém hai ngwoi va phan cong lai khu vie tim ki€m cuy th€ cho
mdi nhém, t&1 khi cad ddm roi khdi tru sé& lang thi da gan 5 gio sang. T6i &
cung nhém v&i me tré... a, anh Kanao cia Nwdc néng Kame... Bon toi
dwore giao phu trach mé Tay dam Thyc Nhan. Khi t&i gan hién treong thi
hai chuing ti thA'y c6 gi sdng 14 ldnh tir phia ao, nhin ki héa ra 1a cdi phéu.
Lic d6 vira hay mit troi dang bit dau 16 dang tir day ndi d&i dién nén né
phan chi€u 4nh ning va tda sdng chéi 1doa 1m. Thay vay toi 1ién lai gan
xem thé€” nao, thi...” Goro nghen ngao, hai vai sym xudng. “To61 nhw chét
lang, mudn cat ti€ng goi me tré ma miéng lwdi c liu lai.”

“Khi &y céu chwa nhan ra a?” Tachibana hoi sang Kanao.

“Vang, t6i mai d€ y bén dam nén di hoi xa, d&n khi khong thay nhoc
Go... ciu Goro diy dau thi m&i quay lai, bat gip ciu &y dang ding chi tay
Ve hwdng ao v&i nét mit tai nhot hoang loan.”

Guong mat Kanao khdng con vé twoi cweoi thwong ngay, thay vao do 1a
nét hd'c hac u siu. Lan da min mang gio se lai vi lanh, hai méit dd au va
x€&ch 1€n vi thi€u ngd. Kanao chinh la chi nhan ti€ng thét bdo hi€u c6 bi€n
vang vong khip nii d'6i khién moi ngudi d& xd lai, danh dau cho sy mé
man ctia 4an mang hang loat tai lang Pau Quy.

Khi thi thé Yasuko dwgc phat hién, Kindaichi va Isokawa dang ngdi ga
gat & ghé tia phong gidi tri ctia Nwde nong Kame, noti van trung dung 1am
van phong ban chuyén an. Vwra nghe tin, Kindaichi giat minh bat day, cung
Isokawa voi v t&i hién treong, tay van dui lia lia 1én d6i mét con ngdi nga.
Lic hai ngroi dé€n novi thi da tha’y chat kin nguori.

Kindaichi len qua ddm d6ng, vao t&i ao thi bat thdn lanh song lung,



toan than sén gai 6'c. Anh chi biét gam g ddy phan nd trong khi chin nhuw
chon chat xudong da't. [sokawa cting ché€t lang.

Khoéng chi minh Kindaichi va Isokawa, ma ca Tachibana va d6i di€u tra
da t&i tw trwedre, cling nhw dan lang dang vay quanh ao, déu sirng so’ cdm nin
nhu bj thdi mién vi khung canh do 4c quy bay ra tridc mit.

Ta't nhién d6 1a mdt canh twong kinh hai, nhwng mat khac lai phiang
phat nét dep huyén ao.

Phan 1on than minh Yasuko chim dwdi mat nwdc. Vat 4o va canh tay
ctia bd 40 mua hé c6 mac dap dénh theo ting nhip nwdc, hoa van xanh dd
ryc ro’ to di€m cho chiét 4o hoa quyén v&i lan nwdre trong lanh, tao nén mét
hinh anh 4n twong khic sau vao tim tri tit thdy moi nguoi.

C4i phéu to ban gan nhuw che kin khudn mit Yasuko. Nudc tir miéng
phéu trao ra ro6i men theo phan than bing thidy tinh chdy xudng mit co.
Phia trén ntra 12 chi€c hii gd cti mém ké vao phién da nghi chn.

Nude thac chdy xuong gip hii ddy lai bin ti tdch ra xung quanh thanh
nhitng hat li ti, k&t hop v&i ndng mai xién chéo tao thanh mdt mang ciu
vong bay sic ruc ro to diém cho mit ao vén hoi u 4m nhw trong dong tdi.

Canh sic tuy khong khdc gi trong truyén cd tich, nhung van 13 hién
trrong mot vu gi€t ngwoi man ro.

“Hung thu nay, rdt cudc la...” Tredng ban chuyén an Tachibana kho
nhoc ca't ti€ng sau mdt h'di tha't than. “Rot cude tai sao hung thu lai gio tro
th& nay? C4i hii va cai phéu kia ¢ ¥ nghia gi co' cht?” Giong 6ng gian dir
nhw th€ muén gy sy v&i Kindaichi.

Pap lai, Kindaichi chi 1c dau mdt cich rau ri. Nhw choang tinh vi
giong ndi cta Tachibana, Isokawa Ii€én m¢& loi can ngin, “Chuyén dé d€
dan da diéu tra lam o, trwde tién hay chup anh hién treong da. TS anh toi
roi phai khong?”

May mén 12 t& dnh clia canh sat da dworc triéu tp tr hdm qua d€ hd tror
cho vu Hoan nén ciing dang c¢6 mat tai hién treong. Nho ma’y nguoi ho cap
tap tac nghi€ép ma bau khong khi quanh ao tré nén nang dong huyén ndo
hon hin.

b€ tranh can trd t6 anh, Kindaichi va Isokawa né sang mép ao. Du viy
mét ho van dan chit vao bd cuc hién tredng ddy ma mi nhw do dc quy tao
ra kia.



Kindaichi da c6 trai nghi€ém twong ty tai ddo Nguc Mon, mot hon dao
biét 14p v&i the gidi bén ngodi nim gitta bién ndi dia Seto. O’ d6 da c6 ba
ngudi con géi bi giét, vi mdi thi the déu duwoc sip dit theo bd cuc ki qudi,
an chira nhirng y nghia hi€m 4c. L'an nay thi sao?

Isokawa da trdi qua chuyén phiéu lvu &y cung Kindaichi, nén nhtrng ki
rc teong tw ¢6 1€ dang ta vé trong ddu 6ng. Trai nghiém d6 vira khién ho
thém phéan hi€u ki tredc vu an Tan nay, vira gieo vao long hai nguwoi mot
cam gidc bon chon kho ta.

“Kindaichi a,” Isokawa mé& loi voi giong kho khd'c nhw nghen lai trong
hong, 4nh mét van ddi theo cing modt hwéng v&i Kindaichi. “Yasuko chic
khong chét dudi trong tw theé”d6 dau nhi?”

“Khong dau... Dim ch&t mot con ngwdi nao phai viée dé dang gi. Néu
la ngoai bién hay sdng thi con c6 kha nang...”

“Vay thi c4i hii va cdi phéu kia 1a thé' ndo?”

“Chi huy a,” Kindaichi quay sang phia Isokawa, mat d4nh 1én bi hi€m.
“That khi€n ngwoi ta nhé lai vu ddo Nguc Mén nhi, kha kha.”

Anh croi khuing khyc trong cudng hong, roi khong doii chi huy dap 1o
ma cit ti€ng goi Kanao by gior dang tim tum cuing moi ngwoi & phia doi
dién. Katsuhei va Goro ciing theo Kanao ti€n lai gan. Ba ngwoi nay ludn sat
canh bén nhau nhw viy.

“Co6 viéc gi hda anh?” V& diém tinh vui twoi thwong thd’y da bién mat
khoi gwong mit Kanao. Giong cAu phin nd nhw th€ mudn giy sw vdi
Kindaichi.

Quan sat sic mit ciu ta v&i vé ngac nhién, Kindaichi ti€p tuc, “Trén hu
va phéu déu c6 mot hinh vé 1a la. O duéi da'u hai ngon ndi dan vao nhau
ay. bay la hinh qua can phai khong?”

Isokawa da d€ y t&i chi ti€t ma Kindaichi chi ra. Trén mit chiéc phéu
bang thay tinh ¢6 mot hinh khAm men, con bén canh chiéc hii cii ki c6 mot
dau ép nhiét voi hinh dang twong tu.

“Vang, hinh d6 la...” Kanao giit minh, lu6ng cudng nhin sang Goro
cau ctru. Tuy nhién, Goro hom nay lai t6 vé than trong la thwong, ¢6 tinh
lang tranh nhin sang hwdng khac.

“Cau Kanao da thay hinh nay bao gio’ chwa?”

“A, c4i d&y thi...” Katsuhei ngip ngirng xen vio. Phai d6i mit véi



tham kich nay sau mdt dém thirc tring, Katsuhei trong mét moi hdc hdc
tha’y ro. “Hinh v€ d6 la gia huy cta nha t6i.”

“Gia huy nha ciu v?”

“Vang. Tt xwa nha tdi da c6 tén hiéu la hang can. Hinh vé kia chinh 1a
bi€u trong cho hang can, nghe dau 1a ghép tir hinh thudc st v&i qua can gi
d6. D6 dung trong nha t6i d€u c6 da'u an nay ca.”

“Nhwng ma...” Kanao xen vao nhw muén bao vé Katsuhei. “Néu Ia cai
hii v&i cdi phéu kia thi ai ma ch?ing 18y dwore, Goro nhi.”

“Céu ndi vay la sao?”

“Cau ty giai thich di Katsuhei. Chuyén nay phai néi rd rang cho canh
sat moi duoce.”

“Um,” Katsuhei gat dau dit khodt. “Chuyén 1a thé nay a. H6i con chién
tranh, nha t6i ¢ dgng mot xwdng rweoru nho... toe day thi khong thady dwoc
nhung né nim ngay sau ngon d6i nay thodi. N6i 1 reou nho chir chi 1a ép
nwde cdt, chung ca't roi dong chai giao cho nha binh cac thiw, chzalng phai
loai cao cip chin chu gi dau. Pot mdi két thic chién tranh thi vAn bdn
duoc 14m, nhung t&i bay gio khi ma thi tredng tran ngap di moi loai rwou
thi chiing ai thém udng cdi thit chua loét 4y ca. Tuy nhién, khong th€ déng
ctra ludn nén nha tdi van san xud't cAm ching, nha xwdng thi gan nhw c¢ d€
ngd dd’y. M’y cdi hii vdi phéu kia 12 dung cu & xudng, nén nhw me tré néi
thi ai mudn 18y ra ldc nao cting dworc.”

“V&i ca, quan doc lai con 1a 6ng gia nha toi ntra,” Goro e de gop 1oi.

Isokawa va Kindaichi nhin nhau v&i vé thdc méc.

“The’1a thé" nao?”

“Chflng la trong lang nay thi dng gia téi kha noi ti€ng. Thwong xuyén
ndc céi ther regru nho chua loét kia d€n say mém do tdy cd mili roi lang
thang khip lang trén x6m dudi. Bén xwdng lai chit cd dong hil véi phéu
nén c6 ai 18y di mot hai cdi thi chic dng &y ciing chéng nhén ra ddu. A ddy,
vira nhic Tao Thdo xong. Ong gia t6i d&n roi kia.”

Nghe vay, Kindaichi 1ién ngoanh ra sau thi thd’y ba ngwoi dan ong rao
buwdc vE phia ho. Mot trong ba nguwoi 1a Kahei, cha Katsuhei.

Kahei ¢6 vé m&i nghe tin khi Vu’a ngl diy roi hot hai toi day ngay.

Chi€c mi rom trén dau 6ng 1éch hin vé phia sau, trong khi vat do gidt 1én
tan thit lung.



N&1 bude Kahei 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng mac dong phuc cong nhan ngoai
t& tuan, bd dang nhd con nhung kha rin chéc, cé 1& 1a cha Goro. Ping 13
chép miii 6ng ta do ta’y that. Sau nay Kindaichi dwgc bi€t 6ng tén Tatsuzo.
Va ta't nhién 6ng chinh la anh trai Harue. Ngwoi con lai day xe dap theo sau
la bac s Honda, tam tuoi Tatsuzo.

Ba nguwoi dan 6ng vira lai gan, ddm dong quanh ao 1ién dat sang hai bén
nhwong dwong.

Budc téi mép ao va ching kién canh twong tredc mit, Kahei tron
tritng mét thd do'c mot h'oi, roi vira lau mo hoi tran vira budce qua chd
Kindaichi. “Thé& nay la th& nao? Tai sao lai c6 ké gi€t Yasuko, r6i con bay
tro quai di nhu vay?”

“T6i m&i 1a ngwoi mudn hoi thé la thé nao da'y 6ng cha a.”

“Ha?”

“Cheamg la t6i mu6én hdi xem ngay xwa & ving nay cé hinh thirc tra tin
héi cung nao diing phéu dd nwdc khong &'y ma.”

“Tra tAn?” Isokawa nhiu may thic méc.

“A, tai em dang nhé t&i tinh tiét trong mot truyén nwdc ngoai thoi.”

Truyén nwde ngoai Kindaichi nhd toi ¢6 1€ 1a The Leather Funnel
(Chiéc phéu da) ctia Donan Coyle, d& c4p mot phuwong thirc tra tAn birc
cung tai Phap dwdi thoi Louis XIV, theo d6 pham nhéan bi tréi trong tw thé
mit ngtra 1én troi va d6 nuede vao miéng qua phéu.

Canh twgng quai dan bén bo' thac kia khién anh lién twdng toi cach tra
tdn ay. “Toi dwgre bi€t vung nay ngay xwa la thai &p cua mdt 1anh chda
nhd, nén m&i nghi khong bi€t chirng tirng ¢6 cach tra tdn nhw vay...”

“Chuyén nay thi to1 khong rd,” Kahei nghiéng dau déap. “Toi chwa nghe
bao gior... Nhung Hoan van hay nghién ctru may vu nhw vay...” N6i dén
day, Kahei lai hap hdy d6i mét to tron nhw th€ sgc nhé ra diéu gi. “Ping
roi, lai con Hoan ntra, r6t cudc la thé” nao ha ciu Kindaichi?” Kahei nang
né thé hét ra.

O bén canh, Tatsuzo nghiéng dau nhw syc nhd, tay gai gai cai mii dd
ta’y, “Ong chil, toi c¢6 chitng ki€n chuyén nay la 18m...”

“Chuyén 1a?”

“Td61 qua, di lam dong vEé, t6i c6 ghé sang bén xwdng mot lic. Pung lic



di ngang qua day thi thdy khat nén t6i dung lai lam hdp nwoc. By gio
chwra ¢6 hii phéu gi ca, nhung...”

“Nhung thé’ nao?”

“Sau khi lam it men cay & xwdng, toi lai quay vé bing dwong nay...
Chéc moi ngudi cling biét con duwong bén kia di bi sat 1& do mwa dong
hom tredre, nén t6i danh ding dwong nay. Pi ngang qua day t6i lai khat nén
vao thac Tan ntra thi thd’y trén phi€n da nghi chan c6 d€ may thw 1a la, ghé
sat lai xem thi héa ra 1a mot cip hii va phéu.”

“Khoan, doi chiit,” trrdng ban chuyén 4n Tachibana nhay bén ngit 151
Tatsuzo. “Lic d6 1a khoang ma’y gio’? Thoi di€m anh phat hién chiéc hi va
phéu ay...”

“T6i khong ro, nhwng tam 9 gio’ 1a t6i da vé t¢i nha, nén c6 1€ lic di
ngang qua day la khoang 8 rwei. T61 mit r'6i.”

“Anh cir d€ nguyén hai thir kia & day a?”

“Khong, td6i mang vE€ chir.” Tatsuzo than nhién dap.

Ping lic d6, me va anh trai nan nhan d&n hién treong, khi€n bau
khong khi dt nhién tré nén cang thealng boi phan.

Ba qua phu Atsuko, vor Yura Utaro ti€n vao tredc dnh nhin chiam chd
clia moi nguwdi. So véi mit bang chung cia phu nit Nhat Ban d'ong thé” hé
thi ba thudc loai cao 1on diy da, phai gan 1m60. Mdi téc da bac phin nira
nhwng chai chu6t hét sic gon gang, khong c6 18y mot lon rdi, da thay
phong thdi chinh t& ba't k& hoan canh. Atsuko khodc bo kimono bing vai
lanh kém dai lung bing lua mdng, nhin chung ra't gon gang nhwng it nhiu
van khong ki lwong bing Aoike Rika.

Dung mao ba khong gidng v&i Yasuko cho 14m, nhung tao héa doi khi
van tao ra ki tich me cu con tién. S& di Kindaichi ¢6 suy nghi nhw viy doi
voi Yasuko va vor ch'ong Utaro 1a b&di ngwoi anh trai Toshiro hau nhw cling
khic c6 em. Nét phu né xanh xao trén mat ciu ta rd't giong voi nhing
trrong hop suy dinh dwong thwong thd’y dwdi thanh phd thoi chié€n tranh
mo&i két thic. Giong me, Toshiro kha d6 con, nhung khong cao hon Atsuko
bao nhiéu. Cung v&i gwong mat, s chdm chap i ach trong moi ¢t chi cang
gitip khic hoa ro nét ring cdu ta 1a ngwdi thi€u lanh o1, goi lién twdng téi



mot con triu mong.

Ching hé ban tm t&i nhitng cdi nhin xung quanh, Atsuko tién t&i mép
a0 bang nhitng budc chan vitng chéi, nhung d4nh mét séc 1ém cfia ba thi d
ngap tran cdm xtc tredc canh trong noi ddy. Ba nhin khong chép mét vao
thi the trong tw thé&” la ki cia con gdi minh mot lic, roi hit mot hoi that sau
va quay sang hwong Kahei. Tw lic toi ddy ba chwa hé nhin vé phia 6ng Tan
ndo, nhung dudng nhw van biét chic chin 12 6ng dang & do.

“Ong Kahei,” Atsuko chi tay vé phia ao va néi bing mot giong thap
dén la thwong nhung day uy hi€p. “La do 6ng lam phai khéng?”

Chinh Kahei c¢6 vé cling khong 1y gidi ngay dwoc cau hdi ciia Atsuko.
Ong ngdy ngudi nhin ba, Atsuko tiép tuc bing mot giong cao va manh mé
hon ban nay.

“Néi di, ong Kahei, t6i dang hdi la do 6ng lam phai khong?”

“Banoi gi vay?”

Kahei r6 rang 13 bat ngd. Ong hodng hdt ma't mot lic roi méi lwdm lai
Atsuko, “Lam sao ma t6i lai phai hai Yasuko chi... ¢6 th6i néi linh tinh
khong ha!”

“Khong dau, t6i bi€t 1a 6ng ma, Kahei,” Atsuko ti€p tuc voi vé de net.
“T6i thira bi&t 6ng ludn coi Yasuko nhw cdi gai trong mét. To6i hodi lai mot
Tan nwra day. Kahei, 1a 6ng 1am phai khong?”

Dén day thi Kahei m&i trin tinh lai d6i phan. Anh mét 6ng nhin Atsuko
day vé khinh khi, nhwng c6 1€ dwom nét theong hai hon la gién du.

“Khong dau, Atsuko. Khong phai do t6i lam.”

“A viy w,” Atsuko quay ngoét di chd khdc, xem chirng ton thwong 1ong
tw trong trirdc cdi nhin thwong hai cia Kahei.

Nhé lai thi gitra hai ngwoi nay da tieng ¢é chuyén map mo khién ca
lang phai ban tdn x0n xao, va theo nhw Kahei k€ v&i Kindaichi trong bon
tdm h'6i no, thi Atsuko bi 6ng bd roii.

“A ha,” Atsuko 13p lai nhu the khéng con thiét tha gi nira. “Thé thi thoi.
T6i vO6 phép qua r'oi, mong dng bd qua cho. Nao Toshiro, mau nho' ngwoi
lang dwa Yasuko vé nha. Me veé trwedc lo chuan bi céac thi day.”

“A, khoan da.”

Ching them d€ tm t&i tiéng goi v&i cia thanh tra Tachibana, Atsuko



n6i xong la phim pham quay ngwoc lai con dwong via téi. Nhin dang
ngudi thang thém ching ngodi lai d&n mot I4n d6, Kindaichi dodn ba thudc
maiu ngwoi khong mudn d€ 16 sy mém yéu tredrc mit ké khac. Anh dam ra
budn va thwong cdm cho ngwdi phu ni gitt k& d&n mirc khong thé thang
thin bdc 16 ndi dau mat con Ay. C6 1& ba coi viéc the hién sy y&u dudi 1a
mot ndi ho then, nhit 13 tredc mit Kahei, ngwoi dan dng da tieng phu bac
minh.

Sau man bi hai kich ngén ngdi nay, nhirng cau chuyén bén bd ao tré
nén rom ra hon hin. Atsuko vira khudt dang, ti trong dém ngudi lang
trede d6 chi dam chi trd ddnh mat vong ra 1o kéu goi, “Trudec tién hiy dwa
Yasuko lén bo da, dau th€ d€ ¢6 &y ngdm minh dwdi nwdc mai nhw thé
dwoc.”

Tiép theo 12 mot loat giong néi bay td tdn ddng, va may mén 12 t& dnh
vira tdc nghiép xong nén thanh tra Tachiba cling chdp thudn, “Phién maYy
ciu bén thanh nién dwa thi th€ ra khoi ao gitp toi voi.”

Ong vira dirt 16, da c6 mot ngwdi bi bom 16i ngay xudng ao, ti€h veé
phia chan thic. La Kanao ctia Nuwdc néng Kame. Khi t&i noi, cdu go phéu
khoi miéng Yasuko, viit thang vao cdi hii roi bong co the wdt siing cia cd
1én. Katsuhei va Goro lai gin dinh giip, nhueng Kanao t6 y tw chdi va ctr
thé” budc 1én bor.

“Moi ngudi dinh d€ Yasuko nim thaamg xudng dat hay sao?”” Kanao hoi,
4nh mit sic lem bat thwong ddo qua mot lwgt xung quanh.

Kindaichi giat minh, anh va Isokawa dwa mét nhin nhau, trong khi hai,
ba cdu thanh nién chay vao nha Hoan mwon tam mot tdi'm van cira.

Hinh 4nh Kanao ding do, tay &m Yasuko mic cho bd quan 4o cong
nhan trén ngwoi dan wdt nhep d€ lai trong Kindaichi &n twong vo cuing sau
sic. Nudrc tir quan 4o nhd tong tong xudng dat, anh méit day Itra gidn cla
Kanao lwedt qua trng ngwoi trong dam dong roi dieng lai ngay chd Kabhei.

Truedc céi nhin chim chdm day uy hiép cta Kanao, Kahei bat gidc co
nguwoi, nhweng van dd trdm tinh d€ lweom lai.

Bon mét nhin nhau cang lic cang gay gét, twdng chirng cé the bing nd
bt cir lic nao, khi€n moi ngwoi xung quanh nin théd. May sao ding lic d6
ma’y cau thanh ni€n da mang td'm van ctra quay lai.

Theo yéu cu cta thanh tra Tachibana va bdc si Honda, Kanao mién



cwong dit Yasuko xudng tdm van. Ngay lap tirc, nhirng ti€ng xi xao noi 1én
trra con gi6 quét qua khip ddm dong. Dwong nhur 4nh mit moi ngwoi déu
bi hit vao ddu vé&t hét sirc 1o nét do day thung hay thir gi d6 d€'lai quanh cO
Yasuko.

“Yasuko! Ai lai 1am tinh 1am tdi em t6i thé nay chir!” Toshiro dinh sin
ti chd em gdi nhwng bj canh sdt can lai d€ bac si Honda kham nghiém ti
thi.

Tuy nhién, chi can nhin qua tinh trang thi chéng can doi k&€t qua kham
nghiém ciing biét dworc rang nan nhan d bj siét ¢d t&i chét.

Trong lic dé, Kindaichi quay sang phia Tatsuzo hoi, “Anh t€n la
Tatsuzo nhi? Phi€n anh k€ ti€p chuyén ban nay dwoc khong?”

“H&?” Tatsuzo ngac nhién quay lai. “Xin 18i, anh 12?” Ong nhiu may
théc méc, ching them gidu 4nh mit nghi hodc tredc mdi téc roi bu cla
Kindaichi.

“A, chid Tatsuzo nay,” Isokawa nhanh nhau xen vao. “Pay 1a tién sinh
Kindaichi, mot tham t& tw Iing danh d&’y. Mong chu tra loi cac cau hoi clia
ti€n sinh mot cach thanh that nhé.”

Co 1€ Isokawa khong dinh tuyén truyén quang ba gi Ion lao, nhwng cha't
giong cao dac trung da d€ danh dong Kanao va moi ngwoi xung quanh. Tat
ca nha't loat quay nhin Kindaichi v&i vé ngac nhién pha chiit ngan ngam.

“V... vay co a...” Tatsuzo ludng cu6ng dwa tay trai 1€n gai gai cai mii
dé tay. “Thé& anh mudn héi t6i cdi gi a?”

“Ban ndy anh c6 néi 1a da mang cdp hii phéu & diy vé nha, gio’ ching
van & nha anh ch?”

“T6i khong 16 nira. Tdi nhé 12 t&i qua d&€ hil phéu trong bép... Chic 1a
van & d4y thoi. Goro, may c6 trong tha’y khong?”

“Chiu thoi, con ¢6 d€ y dau...” Goro vira néi vira dwa tay quét mo hoi
tran. Anh néng ngay he dang tré nén gay gt hon.

“Né&u cdp hii phéu vin & nha anh thi nghia 12 hung tha di quay lai
xwdng Tan niva d€' 18y thém may cai dung & day phai khong?”

“Vang, chic th&". Hii ph&u ndo ma chflng nhw nhau.”

“Anh bao chiéu vé ngang qua dwong nay tam 8 rwdi thi phat hién cap
hii phéu kia, th&’ phat hién & chiéu di 1a khodng ma’y gio?”



“P¢€ xem nao,” Tatsuzo nghiéng dau suy nghi. “T6i khong nhd chinh
xac, nhung c6 1€ 1a trong khoang 7 gio d&€n 7 gior 15 phit. Lic &y troi nha
nhem t01 1ro6i1.”

So v&i Tokyo thi mat troi & ddy 1an mudn hon ching nira ti€ng, nén
vao mila ngdy dai dém ngén, nhiéu khi phai hon 8 gi¢ t6i nguwdi ta mdi di
lam d6ng vé. Tuy nhién t&i gitta thang Tam thi mét troi 1dan sodm dén,
chung 7 gio thoi 1a da nho mat ngwori.

“Ttrc 12 ldc d6 anh udng nuwde & day, nhung chwa thay hii phéu gi ca?”

“Véng, vira ndy toi néi roi day... A!” Nhw swc nhé ra diéu gi, dong ti
Tatsuzo nd to, ngudi quay ngoét vé hudng con dworng dan t&i day.

“Anh Tatsuzo, c6 chuyén gi a?” Thanh tra Tachibana cat ti€ng hoi.
Duong nhw th'y chuyén bén nay ha’p dan hon nén dng da bd bén van g thi
theé’ d€ qua day.

“A, khong, chi 1a...” Tatsuzo gidt minh, ddo ddc nhin mdt lwot xung
quanh r'6i mdi ti€p tuc. “O fia dAm nay c6 mot nga tw goi la Codi Luan
H6i... Khi t6i di qua quang &y thi thd'y ¢6 nguwoi ldi hdi trong d6ng nho
ngay canh... Nhung t6i lai khong chi y may, c twdng ai quén d6 ngoai
d6ng thoi. Gior nghi lai thi hinh nhw ké d6 ¢6 ¢am theo ma’y thir 14 ldnh,
nhiéu kha ning 1a céi hii v&i phéu kia...”

“Ké dé 1a nam hay ntt?” Thanh tra Tachibana héi d6n.

“A... troi nha nhem nén t6i khong ro 12 nam hay nit... chi tha'y 16 mo
bong dang...” Tatsuzo vira néi vira dwra mu ban tay quét m6 hoi voi vé bon
chon.

“Nhung anh Tatsuzo nay, c6 chic thit 14 ldnh Ay 13 phéu thdy tinh
khong?”

“Hum... bdy gio tdi chwa nhan ra, nhwng nay nghi lai thi cé 1€ khong
sai dau...” Tatsuzo co rdm nguwoi roi khé ring minh khi h'6i twdng chuyén
t01 qua.

“Chi huy, vAy mau nho anh Tatsuzo ddy dan dwong qua d6 thoi.”

“Um, thé&" di. Phién chd Tatsuzo dwa ching t6i di mot lic nhé.”

“Puorc...”

Thanh tra Tachibana 16 vé bat an, c6 1€ 1a do van chwa hi€u rd vé con
nguwoi tén Kindaichi kia. Ong byc doc nhiu may réi quay sang huwdng khac,



ching theém dbi theo ba ngudi dang roi di.

Di khédi ao mot quing, dwdong bat dau doc 1én. Bén tay phdi, duwdi chan
do'c 12 dAm Thye Nhan. Con trdi rong khip man trdi 1a d6ng nho tda hwrong
thom dé chiu.

“Anh Tatsuzo nay.”

“Vang.”

“Theo nhitng 1 ba chii nha Yura néi ban niy thi hinh nhw ba cho ring
ong chtl nha Nire c6 dinh liu t&i vu dn Tan nay nhi?”

“Vang, that cheamg ra th€ thong gi...”

“Ba ¢6 néi cau gi ma 6ng Kahei coi c6 Yasuko nhu cdi gai trong mit,
khong biét chuyén dé c6 that khong?” Khac voi chon thanh thi, rat khé d€
gitr bi mat & nhirng vung thon qué. Theo nhw Kindaichi thdy thi hau hét
moi ngudi déu 1y gidi ngay dwoc ah ¥ ding sau cau két toi clia Atsuko.

“Vang, chic 1a chuyén ciu Kanao 4y ma.”

“Kanao nha Nwdc nong Kame ha?”

“Véng. La thanh nién vira mang thi th€ Yasuko 1én bo...”

“Sao Kanao lai lién quan ¢ day?”

“A, chuyén 12 th& nay. C4u Kanao v&'n chim chi thdo vat, lai dién trai
phong d6 nén dam gai lang déu chét mé chét mét hét thay. Yasuko la dira
xinh x4n nha't trong dam day, va Kanao hinh nhw c6 y v&i co bé. Hai anh
tha’y thai do ctia n6 khi nay roéi day...”

“N6i vay la ba Atsuko muon ga Yasuko cho Kanao?” Isokawa nhiu may
héi.

“Véng, nghe diu la nha Yura da ban bac xong xudi v&i bén Nwdc néng
Kame...”

“Nhwng chealng phai viing nay c6 1€ coi ngwoi lam nghé phi lwong thye
la tha’p kém hay sao?”

“Vang, nhung 1a chuyén qua khir r'oi. Tw sau chién tranh thi ngwoi ta
dé cao pham chi't cd nhan thdi. Danh gia vong tdc bay gio c¢6 d€ lam gi,
nha't 1a hang hii dau con thé€ lyc nhu xwa, lai thém cau con ndi doi1 Toshiro
thi... hai anh cting thd’y roi daYy.”

“Ra vdy.” Kindaichi gat gi. “Ba chii Nuéc néng Kame ciing bang 1ong
roi nhi?”



“Pay, nhung lai bi 6ng cha hang can thoc gy banh xe.”

“Thoc gdy banh xe?”

) “A,) thi c6 Fumiko nha hang cin bing tudi c6 Yasuko hang hii, lai xinh
xan chang kém phén, nén 6ng Kahei mai ti€p can ba Nwdc ndng d€ dé cap
chuyén cudi xin.”

“Va th&’la ba Nudc nong tré mat?”

“A, khong, vin chua dén mic &Yy, nhung hinh nhw ba xiéu long doi
chit. Cling phai thdi, nha hang hii lun bai r'6i, trong khi hang can lai 1&€n
nhw diéu gdp gid.”

Kindaichi ¢6 phAn hut hing khi biét Kahei thinh thodng ghé choi Nwdc
néng Kame va m&i ba chit choi shamisen 13 nhim dung vo ga ch'ong cho
con gai chir khong phai vi chuyén tinh duyén cda ban than.

“A, toi roi day...”

Tatsuzo dwng chan & mot nga tw nho gitta dong nho. Nhin xuéng déc,
c6 the€ thdy noi ddy gan nhw la di€m k€t thic cua dam Thyc Nhan.
Kindaichi tirng di qua doan dwong nay mot Tan nén anh nim duwoc 12 tir day
ré phai sé t&i cong sau ctia Nuoc nong Kame, nhung gio mdi biét né dwoc
goi la Co1 Luan H6i.

“Boéng ngwoi d6 da lan vao doan nao cua dong nho?”

“Poan dang kia...”

Tatsuzo trd vé vat nho bén trai. Nhirng chiim nho triu qua trén canh da
twong doi 1on, trai mot mang mau hd phach tred'c mat ba nguwoi. Pung 1a
néu c6 ké nao tr6n vao da’y thi kho long tim dworc. Lai con trong canh nha
nhem ldc 7 gio tdi ntra. ..

“Anh c6 biét béng nguoi di tr hwdng nao toi khong?”

“Tw trén do'c xudng thodi...”

“Anh chic chi#?”

“Thi ldc leo d&c ti ¢t cAm miit ma di, nghe ti€ng budc chan méi giat
minh ngang 1én thi thd'y béng ngwoi mang theo thw gi 1ap lanh chui vao
dong nho.”

“Tw day ré trai la di t&i dau nhi?”

“Sang bén Sakura a.”

“Sakura?”



“Tén mdt xom trong lang 2y ma. Bén dd’y c6 mdt cdi am goi la Sakura.
Ngay sau nha hang cin th6i.” Tatsuzo ha tha’p giong v&i vé bon chon. “Ma
may dong nho quanh day d€u la cta nha hang can ca...” N6i doan, Ong
dwa 4nh mit so’ sét nhin hét Kindaichi d&n Isokawa.

Kindaichi gai son s6t mai toc rdi bu nhw td qua roi bang quo’ ngd sang
dwong ré bén trai.

“Xwdng regru nho 1a trén kia nhi?”

“Vang, ding r'oi. Tw mé d6i ré trai, xuéng doc 1a t&i.”

“Chi huy a, tién day ching ta li€c qua nha xwdng mdt chit xem sao.”

Tw nga tw Coi Luan HGi di 1én phia d6i thém ndm mwoi mét roi ré trai,
s& trong thd'y xwdng rworu nho Hang Can nim ngay dwdi hém nii bén dudi.
Tuy chi 1a mét tda nha xap x€ cli nat, nhwng xét tr may cot dién ma
Kindaichi quan sat dwoc thi it ra noi dy van ¢6 dwong dién chay tdi. Mot
trong cac cOt da nghi€ng hin sang mot bén, c6 1€ 1a do vu sat 1& trong con
dong t61 no.

Goi 12 hém nui 1a theo cdm nhén khi di tv ddm Thwe Nhéan 1én, chir xem
ra trén nay con gan véi trung tim lang Pau Quy hon dwdi kia. Tw diy cé
th& tha’y béng ddng xém lang 14D 16 tri rong ngay trwde mit.

Tatsuzo di trwdc, dwa Kindaichi va Isokawa xudng doan dwong twong
d6i do'c va gidi thiéu, “DAay, bén trdi kia 1a am Sakura, con dinh co hoanh
trang canh d6 la nha 6ng Kahei. May ngon nui quanh day déu la cua nha
ong ay ca.”

Sau trong mot géc x6m dan cw 14 khodng hai muwoi bic thang bing d4
din 1&n am Sakura. Ngoai am tho nhd nhén, trong khuon vién hinh nhuw con
c6 nha cla nguoi trong coi am. Tw xa da thd’y thdp thoang hai 1op mai ngdi
an hién sau maYy tan ciy s6i. Sanh vai v&i nd la phan mai cong thi€t k&
phtrc tap cta nha Nire. Pung 1a & viing nay thi chang c6 co ngoi nao 1on
bing duorc.

“Tw day c6 nhin thad’y nha Yura khong?” Kindaichi hoi.

“A, nha Yura thi & ding kia. Kia, anh tha'y ch h tri nuwéc 1on chi?
Mé bén trdi n6 la biét phu cd, nay la treong hoc. Tw diy thi hoi khud't
nhwng nha Yura & ngay sau da’y thoi.”



“Nghia la thudc trung tdm lang nhi?”

Khoéng cach twr day t&i nha Yura roi vao tAm mot cay rudi.

“Pring roi. Dau sao thi nha hang hil giau truyén thdng hon hang cin
nhi€u. HGi tdi con bé thi hang can chi nhd ¢co may nha ching toi thoi,
nhwng nho hai doi chd nhan kiét xud't hon ngwoi la cu Nihei va 6ng Kahei
nén ma&i cé dwoe co’ ngoi hoanh trang nhw bay gio.”

“Tién day thi, nha cl ctia Hoan & dau?”

“A, nha quan cai chinh 12 tru s& lang bdy gio ddy. Chéc chi huy biét
chr? Kia kia, ngay mé trdi treong hoc.”

“O, vay a? Thé chic cheamg con dd'u tich gi ctia hién treong vu 1932 dau
nhi?”

“Liic ma dng chd nha quan cai ban cling ba't dic di phai ban dinh thy 12
nam nao anh nhi?” Tatsuzo quay qua hdi ngworc lai Isokawa.

“Tring v&i ndm ¢é Pdo chinh 26/2 nén hinh nhw 1a 1936.”

“Pung, ding. Ngay tredc ndm nd ra chié€n tranh Nhat-Trung.”

“Sau d6 Hoan don sang bén nha bay gio w?”

“Khong, ban dau thi 6ng &y don nguyén mot gian nha nhd tw dinh thy
cli ra bo' h'0 trir nwde va so6ng & d6 cho t&i ldc chién tranh két thic cung
voi ba vo thir tdm 1a Fuyu. Nhung ndm ngodi ba Fuyu b6 di n6t, dong chu
nha quan cai danh don ra cho bay gior, von l1a nha ctia mét ni ¢6. That chang
ai khd bing.”

Tatsuzo k€ voi vé theong cam. Isokawa khong néi gi ma chi gat gu tan

ong.

“Cho t6i hdi ndt 1a nha anh Tatsuzo ¢ doan nao th&?”

“Oi, nha t6i thi bé cdn con 4y ma.”

“Nhung Chealng phai chdu gai anh m&i xdy xong mdt co ngoi hoanh
trng lérri sa0?” Noi t¢i day, Kindaichi m&i syc nhan ra minh vira 106 miéng.
“A, xin 16i qud, 1a em gdi anh chix.”

Anh v0i va dinh chinh, nhung Tatsuzo chfmg c6 vé gi la ban tam ca, “Qi
dao, day 1a con bé Chieko xdy cho 6ng ba cu, lién quan quai gi toi toi. A
ma cac anh xem qua bén trong nha xwdng di nhi?”

Trudc gipng diéu byc doc cta 6ng, Kindaichi va Isokawa khong hen ma
cung li€c mat nhin nhau. Dwong nhw Tatsuzo mang méic cam thua kém co



chau gai.

Nha xwdng vang tanh. Chinh gitra xwdng c6 vé 12 n'di chung ca't, véi ca
do'ng dng dan tir d6 vieon ra khip bon phrong tdm huéng. Nam tro’ troi &
gbc trong cung la ma’y chi€c thau 0 regu phai deng dwore d€nh ma'y tram lit.
O gbc ngoai 1a mdt loat thung t6 n6 to co bom bia chdt thanh dong. Ngoai
ra coOn ¢6 khodng vai nghin chai thily tinh rdng xé&p thanh nhiéu dong doc
khip mdt bén twong. Bao triim khip xudng 12 mot mui chua n'dng chi chue
x0c vao mili lam nguwoi ta phai nhan mit.

Puwa Kindaichi va Isokawa vao xwdng xong, Tatsuzo lai quay ra ngoai.
Khi tré vao, trén tay dng 12 mét cdi khay v&i ba chiéc coc. Ong tién t&i vin
voi gén trén mot thing td nd. Mot thir cha't 1dng mau tim nhin khong khdc
g1 doc to trao ra cung nhung ti€ng '6ng dc. Tatsuzo an lwot 18y ba cdi coc
hirng thir cha't 1ong d6 ro6i n6i, “Chi huy voi anh Kindaichi 1am mot coc
nhé?”

Nhan 18y c¢6¢ regru, Kindaichi va Isokawa cung dwa 1én miéng né€m thi,
nhwng ca hai déu 14p tirc nhan mat dat c6c xudng.

“Ha ha ha, nwdc soi Itra bong th& nay ma van con udng reou dwoc thi
chic chi c6 minh ti ddy thoi. Nhwng phai cong nhan thir nay dé say that
day.”

Ngay ca Tatsuzo ciing khéng th€ n6¢c mdt hoi ma chi dim nhadp tung
ngum mot.

“Xuwdng dang ngrng hoat ddong a?”

“Vang, trén danh nghia thi vin mé& cra nhwng chgng lam gi dau. Ching
t0i dinh tr mua thu s& hoat dong tré lai, nhwng néu van gilt cung cich cii
thi c6 1€ khoéng an thua nén dang thwong thao moi Ki thuat vién tr Koshu
t&i d€ bt tay vao 1am rwou nho cho ding nghia. Ong chi Kahei von da ci
khdi 14m r'6i, nhung ciu con ndi doi Naohei ciing chgng phai tay vwra.”

Udng hét coc cia minh, Tatsuzo lai v&i 18y phén cta Isokawa roi méi
ti€p tuc, “Néu dwoe vay thi hay, nhwng con hAm Harue ti€c tién nén cx bay

N

tro.”

Cau chuyén bé 1di qua nhanh khién Kindaichi bat gidc nhé€ch miéng,
“Anh no6i vay la sao?”

“A, chzatng la t6i dinh mwon con bé Chieko chit von d€ bo vao day,
gianh 18y mot ghé&” chu dau tw, nhung con dé ngwoi me né khong chiu chi,



kéu 12 thué¢’ md lang nhang. Ay vy ma lai di x4y céi nha vo6 duyén vo déng
dén la, ki€u gi cling bi qua bao cho ma xem.”

“Ha ha ha.” T&i ddy thi Kindaichi phai bat cwoi thanh ti€ng, “Anh
Tatsuzo tham vong phét nhi.”

“Phai th& chtr anh Kindaichi.” Tatsuzo v&i ndt cdc cua Kindaichi. “Lam
gi ¢6 ai khong 6m chiit tham vong nao. Nguwoi ta ¢ goi con bé 1a nir thian
goi cam no kia, nhwng cdi ngh€ da’y thi ai ciing hieu la chzatng on dinh lau
dai dwore. Toi da néi khong biét bao I'4n 1a tir bAy gio phai ki€m chd nao
ngon lanh ma dAu tw trede di, khd ndi céi con dé ngwoi Ay... C6 khi bj tay
an bam cho vao trong roi ciing nén.”

“Tay @n bam nao co?”

“Kusakabe Koreya, quan 1y gi dd’y cua Chieko.”

“A, 1a ngudi da phat hién va nudi dudng tai ning cta Yukari a7y ha...”

“Chflng hi€u ga da phat hién hay nudi dwong con bé thé nao, nhwng néi
gi hai me con n6 déu tin sdi c0. Nghe dau chi 1a mot tay ti ¢6” vo than di
Man Chéau vé.”

“Pi Man Chau vé?” Isokawa gang hdi. “Tay d6 tam bao nhiéu tuoi
nhi?”

“Toi khong rd, tAm trén nidm mwoi. DAu hoa rAm nhung van phong do
phét. Chéic con Harue phai 1ong gi ciing nén.”

“Ga lam gi h'di con & Méan Chau?” Isokawa ¢6 goii chuyén mdt cach twy
nhién, nhrng giong van nghén nghen.

“Hinh nhw lam cho mot cong ty dién anh tén 1a Man-ei. T6i khong biét
cu th€ cong viéc cta gi, nhirng ma’y tay nhw vay déu chealng ra gi dau.”

Isokawa ném cdi nhin sic lem vé phia Kindaichi, cho thiy trong long
Ong van ludn t6n tai mot nghi va'n 1on. Nan nhin bj giét vao mia thu nim
1932 liéu c6 ding 1a Genjiro, nguoi con thir cia Nwdc nong Kame khong?
Hay that ra thi th€ khéng nhan dang dwoc kia la cda tay Ia ddo Onda
TIkuzo, con Genjiro m&i chinh 12 hung tha va vin dang cao chay xa bay v&i
s& tién 18y dwoe tir nan nhan? Nwde néng Kame biét chuyén nhung lai ¢6
tinh che day biang cach x4c nhan thi th€ kia 1a clia Genjiro?

M&i nghi ngo nay van ludn 1&n vén trong tim tri Isokawa hon hai chuc
nam qua, nhwng 6ng khong c6 cach nao ki€m chirng suy nghi cia minh
ngoai viéc chor doi mot ngay kia, vi 1y do nao d6 Genjiro sé quay veé lang.



Thé& ma gio ddy, lai c6 mot ga dan 6ng khong rd than th€’, tudi trac ngi
tuan xua't hién tai lang Pau Quy. Vu an xay ra nam Aoike Genjiro 27 tuoi,
néu con song thi nay da 50 tudi. Ngay dé hung tha dwoce cho 1a da dao tau
sang Man Chau, ga dan 6ng mai t&i lang nay lai te Man Chau trd vé. Hon
nwa. ..

“Chu Tatsuzo.” Isokawa cO gidu sy phan khich trong giong noéi. “Chu
van nhé vu Genjiro, thir nam nha Nwdc néng Kame bj giét h'oi ndm 1932
ch?”

“Vang, td't nhién roi. Khong c¢6 vu do thi lam sao toi ra con bé Chieko.
Ha ha ha!”

Tw nay t&i gior Tatsuzo da van voi 18y thém th regru chua 1oét toi may
Tan va c6 vé da nga nga say. Vi vy, cdi miii cua 6ng cang thém do ta'y.

“Ma chi huy a, c6 that 1a viéc Tan nay lién hé mat thi€t v&i vy 1932
khong?”

“Ai bao chu th&?”

“A, 12 6ng chi hang can. Trén dudng t&i thic nwde toi nghe 6ng néi the’
v&i bac s Honda.”

“Vay a.” Isokawa li€c méit vé phia Kindaichi roi md&i tiép tuc. “Khi &y
chu bao nhiéu tuoi nhi?”

“Tredc ndm dé tdi vira di kham sitc khde tuyén quan, nén chéc 1a 21

A

tuoi.”

“Liéu chd c6 nhé mat Aoike Genjiro khong?”

“Da?” Anh mét Tatsuzo nhin Isokawa hién rd nét ai ngai. “T6i v&i anh
Genjiro cach nhau nhirng sau tudi da’y chi huy a. Lic t6i vao cap mot thi
anh Ay vua tot nghiép cdp mdt, sau dd’y lai chuyén t&i Kobe luén nén toi
chealng c6 may an twong nwa.”

“Thé& con sau khi cau ta vé lang thi sao?”

“Cai d6... Anh bi€t da’y, Genjiro vé qué chwa ddy mot thang thi mat
mang. Nha t6i véi Nudc néng Kame nam tit & hai dau lang nén con chwa
kip gdp mat Ian nao &y chir. H6i d6 toi chi nghe loang thoang la vg’ anh &Yy
md&i dan con vE lang thoi.”

“Nguoi tén Aoike Genjiro nay...” Kindaichi xen ngang. “Trwdc khi vé
day thi lam viéc & Kobe a?”



“A!” Isokawa gidt minh thd't 1én. “Anh van chwa k€ v&i chd chuyén dé
nhi?”

“Véang, em m&i chi nghe 1a anh ta ting kinh qua nhiéu c6ng viéc khac
nhau & Kobe va Osaka...”

“Oi, so’ sud't qud. .. Tatsuzo, chic chi biét Genjiro 1am gi trén thanh phd’
chi?”

“Vang, toi ¢6 nghe qua. Hinh nhw 12 anh &y tirng 1am thuy€t minh phim
& Kobe, nhwng sau lai mat viéc do anh hwdng cua phim thoai...”

“Thuy&t minh phim?” Nghe t¢i miy twr nay, Kindaichi bat gidc tron
mét. Pung 13 thoi d6 rat nhiéu ngudi thuyét minh va nhac cong tai cic rap
phim cim trén ca nwdce roi vao canh tha't nghiép bdi sy pho cip nhanh
chéng cua phim thoai.

“Pung, t61 quén mat roi, nhung hinh nhw Genjiro con dung cai nghé
danh gi nghe dao hoa 1dm, r'6i thi dwoc chi em 4i mo ra phét.”

“La Aoyagi Shirol?*). M6t thoi vang danh khip khu Shinkaichi & Kobe
day.”

“Pung ding, Aoyagi Shiro, Aoyagi Shiro, t6i nhé ra roi.”

Vian chwra hét chénh chodng, Tatsuzo td vé tim dic trudc mot chuyén
con con.

Ra vy, th& nén... Kindaichi git gu. Gio anh da phan nao hi€u dwoc ly
do khién Isokawa phan khich. Aoike Genjiro trng lam thuyét minh phim,
nghia 1a ¢6 md&i lién hé v&i nganh dién anh. Va tay tir ¢6” vo than Kusakabe
Koreya m&i xuat hién tai lang 1a ngwoi trong gidi te Man Chau veé. Trong
hoan cénh nay, viéc chi huy lién twéng to Koreya sang Genjiro khong cé gi
kho hi€u. Nhung k€ ca nhw vay, thi van ¢6 diéu khong on.

Né&u moi chuyén ding nhw chi huy nghi ngo, hin Genjiro da cao chay
xa bay sau khi sat hai tay lira ddo Onda Ikuzo. Mot ké nhw vdy ma lai quay
veé lang cuing v&i tinh nhén va con gdi cia ngwoi ma minh da giét thi chfmg
phai vo 1y qua sao? Cr cho 1a Harue khong hé quen Genjiro trede d6... ma
khong, dén ca Tatsuzo con chéng nhé mit thi em gdi 6ng chic chin khong
th€ bi€t Genjiro. Nhung k€ ca thé thi doi chir dau phai phim ma c6 chuyén
duyén ki€p an odn nhw viéc Genjiro khdng chi gdp dwoc Harue ma con chi
dwong dan 1617 cho con géi ctia ba va Onda tré thanh ngdi sao hang dAu hién
nay...



“A, anh Tatsuzo ndy.”

“Vang, vang...”

Tatsuzo lai vidn voi rét thém thir reoru tim dé kia. Nghe Kindaichi goi,
ong loang choang quay lai chd anh va chi huy, hai tay mang theo hai cdc
day p reou, dang di thi da twong doi xiéu veo.

“Anh da gdp Onda Ikuzo bao gio’ chwa?”

“C6, thwong xuyén phét... Phai cong nhan tay dd'y khéo mdm. Ong gia
nha tdi 12 mot trong nhirng ngwoi bi gd dwa vao trong da’y. Khi biét 1a bi
Itra, tOi theo Ong gia t&i hang hii 1am um 1én. Dén gio tdi vAn nhd nhw in vé
cudng cudng ctia 6ng chi hang hii. BAy gid dng &y mdi tAm bang ciu
Toshiro ban ndy moi nguwoi gap thdi. Gwong mat von phu né xanh xao thi
tai mét khong con giot mau...”

T&i lic nay, tya nhw vi gidc da té liét, khdong cam nhan dwoc dd chua
ntra, Tatsuzo cr nghiéng cdc n6c wng ye thir chi't 1dng dd tim trong day
doc hai kia.

“Ma hai anh nay, trén doi 18m chuyén la ki that dd’y. Ho1 &y khi bi€t
Harue mang trong minh dra con ctia tay Iwa ddo sat nhan, 6ng gia t6i noi
tran 16i dinh, ba gia thi khéc than nitc nd mai khong thdi. Ay vdy ma nay ho
lai n& may n& mit, dn sung mac swéng nho dira tré ngoai gid thu kia. Cau
chuyén qudi dan vé nhan qua luan h'6i ngay hom nay t&i day la hét.”

Qua nhién la bd" ctia Goro chuyén mua vui. Sau khi [am mot trang theo
giong din chuyén v&i hai cdc reou trén tay, Tatsuzo Tan lwgt ndc can cd
hai. Lién d6, dng dan ma't thing bang, khuyu xudng roi d6 guc ra dat, cit
thé” chim vao gid'c ngd ngon lanh. '

Kindaichi va Isokawa xem xét nha xwdng mot lwgt, sang chd gid bén
nha kho 1ién d6, ho tim thdy hang dong hii v&i phéu y hét loai & hién
trrong. Chwa hét, hai ngwoi con nhin ra mot tdm kinh ctra s6 nha kho da
bi vor, chot trong khong cai.

Dl thay bat ki ai cling c6 th€ dé dang 14y dwoc cidp hii va phéu kia,
nhung van dé 1a tai sao phai dung hii va phéu.

P& lai Tatsuzo nim trong xuwdng, Kindaichi ciing Isokawa budc ra
ngoai nhin xuéng x6m Sakura. Tt ddy tuy khong thay 6 14m, nhung c6 18
cot dién nghiéng nga & doan dwong ngodt quanh mém da ma ho gip ban
ndy dung 12 hé qua clia mot vu sat 1& dat, the’ nén Tatsuzo nghiém nhién



phai quay lai hwong ddm Thwc Nhan sau khi ndc reou ¢ diy t6i qua.
Nhung tai sao tir ngd tw Coi Luan H6i 6ng ta lai khong 1& tit sang man sau
am Sakura? Tuy 151 tit trong d&i khua't vi bi ma’y tan s6i rdAm rap che pha,
nhung di nhw thé” s€ nhanh hon nhiéu.

Mot 14t sau, khi Kindaichi va Isokawa vé t&i thdc Nghi Chén, van con
khoang muwoi lam muei sdu ngeoi dan tim tum x6n xao, thi the Yasuko da
dworc mang di, khong tha'y bong dang thanh tra Tachibana dau ca.

Ma't thém khodng ntra ti€ng, hai ngwoi vé t&i Nwdc néng Kame, ding
ltic Tachibana chuan bi 18y loi khai cta Satoko va ¢6 phuc vu Miki & van
phong tam thoi cda ban chuyén an.

“A, chi huy, anh v€ dung lidc ghé. T6i dang dinh héi lai hai c6 ddy xem
s tinh t0i qua cu th€ ra ring, anh tham gia cung nghen.” Thanh tra
Tachibana dé nghi, chflng them che gidu chat giong ddc sét dia phwong.
“A, moi ca cdu Kindaichi nira.”

Isokawa dén lang Pau Quy chi d€ nghi dwong, nhwng véi an mang co
nay thi ding ndo s& canh st tinh ciing phai ctt ngwdi t&i, nén 6ng xung
phong nhén Iuén nhiém vu &y. Va thyc t&€ la ngay trong ngay hom doé, chi
sau mot cudc dién dam vdi canh sat Okayama, Isokawa da dwoc giao phu
trach vu an.

Quay tré lai voi man 18y 1o khai thi né€u vi€t theo phong cach kich ban
s€ thanh nhu sau:

Thoi gian: 10 gio sang 14/8/1955.

bia di€m: Phong gidi tri khu nha tro chung cia Nwdc néng Kame. Mot bd ban
gh& tro troi trén san g rong khoang 18 m2. Anh mit trovi chiéu xién vao phong.

Nhan vat: Satoko (22 tuo6i). Miki (27 tuo6i). Thanh tra Tachibana. Chi huy
Isokawa. Tham t& Kindaichi.

Ngoai ra con cé hai diéu tra vién. Mot trong hai chuan bi dung cu ghi chép
bién ban.

Trudc khi 18y 1o khai, Kindaichi ¢6 dip nhin tric dién Satoko I'an dau.
Nhwng vira nhan ra s6" ménh nghiét nga v&i ¢6 nhwong nao, anh bén quay
ngay mat di.

Xét theo quy chuah ti 16 mét miii thi phdi thtra nhan Satoko kh4 xinh



dep. bang 1€ ¢6 s& dwgec dam thanh ni€n trong lang tung hd nhr my nhén,
chang hé thua kém Yasuko hay Fumiko. Viy ma tro dua doc dia cta s6
phan lai v€ 1én qua nira khudén mat thanh ti ciia c6 mdt tAm hoa d6 nham
nhé bing nhitng vét bt dd khé coi. Khong chi miit, tim hoa d'6 nhu mudn
dau doc con mét ngudi xem &y dwdng nhu con phi khép toan than Satoko,
vi trén ¢O va hai mu ban tay cuia ¢6 cling c¢6 nhirng vét bot teong tur.

Satoko c¢6 lan da tring tréo mijn mang, khién nhitng vé&t bét dd cang
thém ndi bat. Co lai dang trong tuGi xuan thi, nén cang lam cho bat ctr ai
d61 dién déu vo thirc tha'y thwong x6t ma ngoanh mat di.

Theo twong truyén & ving nay thi n€u nguoi me bi nhiém nhiét khi
manh trong qué trinh mang thai, vi nhw kinh qua hda hoan, dira con dé ra sé
mang trén minh nhitng vét bt dd. Khi Satoko con trong bung me, Rika me
cd phai chirng ki€n khuén méat ch'éng minh bi vui vao bép 10 va bié€n dang
dén mirc khong con nhin dién dwge. Thé nén ngwdi lang van truyén tai
nhau rang cu sdc ldc d6 da anh hwdng t&i thai nhi va gdy ra nhitng vét bot
trén ngwoi Satoko.

Vi xdu ho v&i dung nhan ciia minh nén Satoko thwong ngay déu ru rd
trong nha kho. Nhitng khi bit budc phai ra ngoai, cd ludn ding mot chiéc
khan ty ch& trim kin dau, roéi con deo ging tay ngay ca trong mua he.

Ay vay ma sdng nay, Satoko cheamg buon mang theo khan trum dau hay
gdng tay, ctr thé ph6 bay nhirng vét bot odi odm. Dwong nhw ¢6 dang ving
Vay chong choi lai s0 phan nghiét nga da day ban than vao tinh canh nay.
Anh méit diém tinh ddp lai cdi nhin cia thanh tra Tachibana da thay cha
nhan nd ndi 1€n ta't ca.

“Khong c6 gi phai s¢ dau, Satoko. Ct tra loi ciu hdi cua tredng ban
chuyén 4n day trong pham vi chau bi€t 1a dwoc.” Isokawa 1€n ti€ng dong
vién c0.

“Vang, cam on bac. Chau biét r'oi a.” Satoko kh€ cii dau cdm on Ong
r'6i lai nhin vé phia thanh tra Tachibana nhi mudn té rd rang minh da sin
sang tra losi ba't cr cau hdi nao.

“Um, vdy thi...” Thanh tra bat gidc hdp hdy mit nhw th& vira gip phai
thr gi chdi 1oa khi Satoko quay lai nhin 6ng. “Trwdc hét cho t6i héi, tdi qua
hai ¢d roi nha vao khoang may gio?”

“T6i nh¢ 1a tAm gan 8 gio’ thi phai, Miki nhi?”



“V... vang...” So vé&i Satoko thi Miki ¢6 vé rut r&, 4p ting hon han.
“To6i don dep xong bat diia bén chd quy khach diy roi mai di, ¢6 1€ 1a tAm 7
gior 50 phiit hodc 7 gio’ 55 phat...”

Nhé lai thi Kindaichi cung Isokawa roii khdi Nwde nong Kame vao
khoang 8 gio 5 phiit, va nguoi tién ho ra cdng 1a Rika.

Thanh tra Tachibana lai quay sang Satoko, “Céc cd bét giip Yasuko va
ba gia ki la kia & dau?”

“(y doan qué am Sakura mdt chit, ngay chd khom tre nha anh Katsuhei

2

a.

“Nho hai ngwoi thuét lai cu th€ tinh hinh dwoc khong?”

“Vang...” T&i ddy thi chinh Satoko ciing ring minh. Tuy nhién ¢6 van
nhin thang vao thanh tra va ti€p tuc. “Khi di t&i khom tre nha anh Katsuhei,
toi thd’y c6 nguoi tr hwdng do6i dién ti€n lai gan, nén md&i kéo Miki nip
vao bong cdy. R6i...”

“Khoan da. Tai sao hai c6 lai phai ndp vao bong cay?”

“A vang, 1a... 1 tai tdi khong mudn phéi gidp mit ngudi khéc a.”

Satoko trung thyc boc bach, mét van nhin thflng vao nguoi dat cau hoi.
Nguwore lai, thanh tra Tachibana td vé hoi 4y ndy.

“A, ra vdy... Ti€p d6 th& nao? Sau khi hai ngudi nip vao béng cay
ay...”

“Thi th&y Yasuko cuing ba gia voi va di qua chd chuing t6i ni'p.”

“Ho di vé hudng nao?”

“Tw hwdng biét phi cli qua bén am Sakura.”

“Ba’y gior ¢d ¢ tha'y mét ba gia khéng?”

“Da khdng, toi chi tha'y lung ba cong dir 1m, d4u lai trim khiin nira.”

“Miki thi sao? C6 ¢6 nhin degrec mat ba ta khong?”

“Khong, t6i chi thdy nhw Satoko tho6i.” Miki tin dong voi Satoko ma
khong bo sung thém gi.

“Thé ldc &y trong Yasuko th& nao? C6 vé gi 1a s¢ hii, lo 14ng khong?”

“Da khong, khong h€é. Trai lai chinh Yasuko hinh nhu con giuc gia ba
gia di nhanh hon co'... Piing r'di, ho c6 nhic t&i 6ng chii nha quan cai nira.”

“Ong chii nha quan cai?”



Khéng c¢an doi thanh tra Tachibana thic méc, Kindaichi va Isokawa déu
10 vé cang thflng tha’y r6. Ngay ca diéu tra vién dang ghi chép bién ban
cling giat minh ngang dau nhin Satoko.

“Ho nd6i gi vé 6ng chu nha quan cai co’?”

“T6i khong nghe rd, nhwng Yasuko ¢6 néi gi ma 6ng chu nha quan cai
lam sao &Yy.”

Moi nguwoi nhin nhau v&i vé mat nang né. Nguoi phd vor sy im lang 1a
Isokawa.

“Miki thi sao? C6 c6 nghe thdy Yasuko néi gi vé 6ng chil nha quan cai
khong?”

“Da...” Miki r6n rén nhin mét lwot xung quanh véi vé mat binh tinh.
“Priing la c6 that. Yasuko hoéi 1a 6ng chd nha quan cai dgi & dau... Hinh nhw
la thé"a.”

“C06 Miki!” Thanh tra Tachibana danh giong xen ngang. DU hoi 10 méang
nhung trong hoan canh nay thi khong th€ trach 6ng dwgrc. “Co cb bi€t dng
Hoan mat tich tw khi ba gia kia d&€n lang khong?”’

“Vang, nhung, toi xin 16i. T6i ¢6 nghe qua, nhung khong ng¢ lai chinh
la ba gia 8y...”

Miki sut sit, ngwei thi co ro con mat thi dé &ng ca 1én. Twdng nhw chi
can ai b1 thém mot cau thoi 1a co s€ bat khoc ngay. Thanh tra Tachibana
li€c nhin Miki v&i vé burc doc, nhung dau sao thi trdch méc ¢6 vé chuyén
nay la hoi qua dang. Co6 1€ bay gio Miki dang néng 1ong qua bén biét phu
cli € xem mat mii nr thdn néng bdng Yukari thé nao ma dén ca nguoi
nhwr me tré Kanao con say swa khong dit ra dwore. Ay vdy ma doc dwong
gip ai 1 Satoko lai gid trd tron tim thi chic Miki phai byc minh bon chdn
1&m. N&u trach co tai sao khong kip thoi nhé ra maYy tin ¢6n vé dng gia
Hoan va ba gia thi k&€ ciing oan.

“Satoko thi sao, chdu c6 bi€t chuyén ay khong?” Isokawa gang hdi nhw
mudn ctru van bau khéng khi cheamg hé dé chiju nay.

“Da khong, vé sau nghe anh hai k&€ thi chau m&i biét. Bdy gior chau
m&i gidt minh... N&u biét tredc thi chdu da khong d€ méc Yasuko nhw
thé"... Nghi vdy chdu lai thd’y ¢6 10i v&i anh hai...” Satoko lai ring minh.
Khée mét c6 rom rém 18.

“C0 n6i ¢6 161 v&i anh hai 12 sao?”



L’an nay dén lwot Kindaichi ddt cau hoi. Satoko li€c mét nhin anh, r'6i
hang mi dai cyp xudng.

“Anh hai thich Yasuko, ban 4y ciing mén anh. Bé4c géi nha Yura sin
long gé Yasuko cho anh hai. Lai ca... lai ca...”

“Ca?”

“Céa me t0i cling ndi Yasuko s€ 1a mdt nang dau thao, con td ra ra't vui
khi thd’y hai nguoi ¥ hop tAim dau. VAy ma lai thanh ra thé nay...”

Dudng nhu khong nhin dwoc nita, Satoko dwa dng tay 4o 1én mét roi
bat khéc. Dau vay cb van ging gwong d€ khdng khéc thanh tiehg.

Thay vdy, Miki dot nhién nirc nd ki€u “Toi c6 16i. Chi tai t6i lor
dang...” nhw th€ mudn nhan hét trach nhiém vé minh, khi€n qua trinh 18y
loi khai budc phéi gidan doan ma't mot lic.

Thanh tra Tachibana buc doc thiy o, nhung dwdng nhw 6ng hi€u ring
ma’y cO gai tré ma da khoc thi chzatng con cach nao khac ngoai dori ho ngudi
ngoai, nén ngan ngam mac ké khong néi gi.

Pén khi hai c6 da nin bot, Kindaichi ti€p tuc dat cau hoi, “Miki nay,
chuyén xdy ra tAm may gio? Khi hai nguwdi bit gidp cd Yasuko va ba gia
xy?”

“Cu the miy gio thi t6i khong rd, nhwng...” Miki van con ntrc néd. “Sau
day ching t0i t&i thing biét phd cii, t&¢i noi chwa ddy nim phit thi cau
Kanao va moi ngudi bit gip...”

Lic Kanao phat hién ra hai ¢6 va moi chuyén tré nén "am 1 la khoang 9
gior 15 phidt. Ho t&i noi trede d6 ndm phiit, tiee tAm 9 gior 10 phit. Néu rovi
Nude néng Kame vao 8 gior kém 10 phiit thi nghia 1a hai c6 gdi da mat
nhirng mot ti€ng hai mwoi phiit d€ téi dwge biét phu cil.

Qua cham, k€ ca v&i dan ba con gdi di nira, nhwng xét viéc Satoko cir
thinh thoang lai choi tro trdn tim vi khdng mudén gip ngwoi khac thi du
cung hop ly.

Kindaichi va Isokawa xudt phat mudn hon ho khoang muwoi lam hai
muoi phit, nhwng lai khong hé gap Yasuko cling ba gia dang ngo kia gitra
dwong, nén nhiéu kha ning 12 ba ta da din Yasuko bing qua 187 tit sau am
Sakura ra nga tw Coi Luan H6i r'6i di vé hwong thac nwdce.

Ay vay nhung Kindaichi ciing Isokawa chi t&i biét phit cii chAm hon hai
cd gdi ¢6 nam phiit, nén néu rdo bwdc nhanh hon mot chit thi ¢6 khi da



cham mit Yasuko va ba gia kia gitra chirng. C6 I8 thoi di€m ba ta din
Yasuko vao 187 tit chi cdch lic Kindaichi ciing Isokawa di t&i am Sakura
trong gang ta’c.

Nghi t&i di€m nay, Kindaichi sén gai 6'¢ vi kinh hai.

“Satoko, bdy gior chdu cho la ba gia kia dwgc 6ng Hoan nho don
Yasuko roi dan t&i chd dng 4y a?” Isokawa hdi.

“Vang, chau cir twdng th&"” Satoko lau nwdc mét, ngwdi van run run
nhw dang nhé lai chuyén lic do.

“Miki ciing thé€ ha?”

“Vang a...” Miki Ii nhi trd 101, hai vai thong xudng. M&i khéc nirc né
xong nén giong cd nghe van nhw dang thiit thit.

Ta't ca lai nhin nhau trong im ldng.

Hoan con song hay da chét? Cau hdi ma Kindaichi dat ra tv hom kia
nay lai dot ngdt noi 1én nhve mdt van dé dac bi€t quan trong. Ai ndy déu
thay ndn nao nhw bi mot ban tay lanh céng bép 187y co vay...

“Khi that!... A khong, khong phai t6i néi hai ¢6 diu.” Thanh tra
Tachibana v0i va tran an Satoko va Miki sau khi chép mi€ng mot cai ro to.
Ong tié&p tuc kién tri do hdi hai ¢b gdi xem c6 biét hay nhin ra diéu gi khéc
khong, nhung r6t cudc ché’ing thu deore gi htru ich.

Thanh tra danh cho hai ¢ gdi roi di va quay sang nhin Kindaichi VO’l
4nh mat th4ch thirc, “Tém lai sw vu ra ring? Toi chang hi€u noi ntra r'6i.

“To61 dau hO’l’l gi. Thoi, danh kién nhin diéu tra ting chit mot chir biét
lam sao bay gio.”

“U' thi kién nhin diéu tra, nhwng phai bat dau ttr mo toi con chang biet

nwa.”

“Thé& nén md&i can truy lung tung tich ctia Hoan. Du 6ng &y con s6ng
hay da chét...” Kindaichi néi bang giong tram ba't thwong.

Nghe Isokawa trinh bay vé nhirng phat hién lién quan t&i ma’y chié€c hii
va phéu tai xwdng rwou nho Hang Can, thanh tra Tachibana cang thém r&i
boti, “Chi huy, anh néi rira 1 ring? Thi pham da chudh bi sdn hii v&i phéu
ngoai thac nhung bi Tatsuzo khdng bi€t gi mang di, nén lai quay vé xwdng
18’y cdp moi... Phai khong cdu Kindaichi?”

“Néu ma’y chiéc hii v&i phéu ma Tatsuzo dem vé van con trong b&p



nha anh ta thi chic 1 ding thoi.”

“Nhwng ma ciu a, tai sao thi pham lai phai lam ma’y chuyén ngu ngdc
nhw rira ch?”

“Thoi nao Tachibana, noi néng khong gidi quyét dwoe gi. Cho du la
Kindaichi thi diu phai ldc nao cling nhin thdu hét moi chuyén. Trudc tién
hdy ctt ngwoi t¢i nha Tatsuzo x4c nhan xem hii v&i phéu con & d6 khong
da...”

Trudc loi khuyén hét stre thye t€ chia chi huy, mét di€u tra vién 1ién roi
di ki€m tra. Tién th& n6i ludn, k&t qua 1a cip hii phéu ma Tatsuzo dem veé
van con nguyén trén gid b&ép nha 6ng. Sau nay nghi lai, ddy qua 1a mot so
sua't chi mang ctia hung tha.

Diéu tra vién vira roii khéi, Miki lai bude vao van phong ban chuyén an,
“T6i xin phép... chi huy va anh Kindaichi...”

“A, cd Miki, c¢6 viéc gi a?”

“Ba chu lo hai vi chwra an sang nén bao tdi qua. P€ td6i dem d'6 1én day
luon nhé? Hay la mang qua phong riéng thi hon a?”

Ping 1a cd hai nguoi déu chwra dung bira sang. Nhin 1én d6ng h'6 thi da
10 rudi. Kindaichi bat dau cam tha’y déi bung, “Chi huy, hay chiing ta vé
phong dung bira cho thong tha. Tredc dd'y em mudn gidi qua nguoi nira...”

“Cir th&’ di. Phién c6 k&t hop ludn thanh ca bira trira cho chiing t6i nhé.”

“Vang, chuan bi xong tdi sé quay lai bao a.”

Miki vwra roi di thi bac si Honda lai dap xe t&i, “Anh Tachibana, toi
dem két qua kham nghi€ém t& thi d&€n diay. Mudn cu th€ hon thi phai doi
gidi phdu nira, nhung 6ng gia téi bao chic thé nay 1a da...”

“Vang, c6 som 12 t6t roi...” Thanh tra Tachibana ddo mit xudng to
gidy. “Nguyén nhan t& vong qua la do bj si€t c6. Hung khi dang day... Nan
nhin dwgc cho la da t& vong muwoi hai ti€ng tredc khi ti€n hanh kham
nghiém vao ldc 9 gio sang 14, nghia la thoi di€ém gdy an roi vao khoang 9
gio tdi qua, ding nhw dy dodn.”

“Vang, c6 1& khong sai dau. Tdi d3 nho 6ng gia cling gidm sét cho chic
roi. Th& cac anh ¢6 ¢én ti€n hanh gidi phau khong?”

“C6, ching toi dinh s& lam giai phiu ngay tai diy. Vira ndy toi ¢ trao
dGi voi canh sat tinh va dwoe bdo 1a bac si Ogata bén dai hoc Y dang gap



rit 1én dwong. A phai, tdi vin chwa bdo v&i chi huy viée &y nhi?”

“A, W, cAu xt Iy nhanh gon 1a &t roi. Ong gia vin khde chi, bic si
Honda?”

“Ving, khoe nhw vam &Yy. Tw lic nghe bac Isokawa dang & day la cu cw
nhac chuyén ngay xwa sud't. Lic nao bac qua choi voi cu nhé.”

“R6i... Chinh t6i da nho’ 6ng gia nha ciu vi€t gid'y kham nghiém t& thi
cho vu 1932 ma...”

“Pung roi, cu vin bdo day 1a Mn dAu tién k& tr h'0i &y mdi phai viét
gid’y kham nghiém tix thi cho mot vu an gi€t ngwoi ¢ lang nay.”

“Ciing phai...”

Kindaichi dang 1ing nghe ciu chuyén mot cich ddy hing thd thi Miki
budc vao, cho biét bon tim da sin sang.

T&i khi Kindaichi va Isokawa tim xong, ng'di xudng ding bira sing
kiém bira trwa thi da hon 11 gior.

Thyc don hét stec gian di, chi gdm canh miso v&i ndm, cd thom nwdng
mudi, deong xi ninh vé&i ddu phu rdn va trieng song. Ay vdy nhung vi ngot
ngao cua canh miso lai ra't thich hgp d€1am &m da day trong rong.

Nguwoi phu trach btra dn 1a Miki, nhung ¢6 vira don bat dlia di khoi thi
Rika budc vao v&i khay dao mat trén tay, “Cac vi da long dong sudt tw toi
qua, chic 1a mét 1dm.” Tuy c6 trang di€ém nhe va van bd 6 mdi, nhung rd
rang sdc mic ba khong duorc tot.

“Co6 chil dd’y a? Bong duwng lai x4y ra chuyén 1on qud... C6 chuan bj
qua chia bu'on day a?”

“Véng, nay t6i m&i ghé qua bén d6 roi, gio dinh sang l'an ntra...”

“Cau Kanao thi sao?”” Kindaichi hoi.

“Kanao van dang & ddYy...” Rika dap biang giong nghen ngio.

“A quén, Kanao va Yasuko c6 hon wéc 4?”

“Da, chwa phai la d4 quyét han...”

“Phfa nha Yura c6 vé tng hd 1m ma?”

“Vang, ba bén da’y van néi v&i toi 1a thoi bubi hiu chién roi, cit d€ bon
tré ty quyét...”

“Nghe dau Kanao kha nghiém tic thi phai?”



“Cé6 vé& th&" a... Nhin né thin tho nhur thé toi x6t 1dm.” Rika dwa khin
tay 1én chAm khée mét.

“Bong dwng lai ra ndng ndi ndy... Ma cd c6 biét vira nidy ngoai thic
ong Kahei bi ba Atsuko n6i cho mdt trin khong?”

“Chuyén d6 da don dai khip lang roi a... Nhung ba &y ca nghi thdi.
Lam sao ngwoi nhw Ong Kahei lai hanh dong da man dén thé dworc...”

“A, toi ciing nghi vdy, nhung van khong quén dwoc may 161 d6. Toi ben
héi quanh lang xem thé nao thi dwgc nghe la Kahei mu6én ga Fumiko cho
Kanao.”

“Vang...” Rika kh& ddp bing giong yé&u ot.

“Cu th&'1a thé’ nao? Xin 10i vi phai hoi dya trén may 16 @on dai, nhuwng
diu sao da c6 nghi van thi 1am rd van hon.”

“N6i ra xau hd 18m anh a.”

“Xau ho?”

“Thi trén tw cach phu huynh, khong phai t6i khong ban khoan lwong lu.
Ca hai c6 Yasuko va Fumiko déu xinh dep nét na, chealng ai kém ai. Nguoi
1am me nhw t6i sao khdng ddn do cAn nhic gi dwoc co chit. Pai sy ca doi
ctia con minh ma.”

“T6i hi€u d6 1a 1€ thwong, nhwng khong biét bén nao ngd y trwede thé?”

“Bén nha Yura... chuyén da dau vao day dwoc tdm chin phéan roi thi
ong Kahei lai sang...”

“Thé& nén c6 m¢i lan tan a?”

“Vang, that ra thi con mét ly do nwra.”

“Mot 1y do nwra?”

“Anh biét tinh trang ctia Satoko r6i ddy. Du thwong con dén dau, toi
cling hieu 1a khé ma ki€m dwoec nha nao d€ ga con bé. Pay 1a mdi lo bay
lau nay cuda t6i. Nhwng 6ng Kahei lai n6i n€u t6i nhan Fumiko vé lam dau
thi c6 bé va Satoko s€ thanh chi dau em chdng, 6ng &y sé thwong Satoko
nhw con gdi minh va ddm bao tim cho né mot mdi t6t. Nghe vay toi hoi
xudi tai. Ai chit dng Kahei thi chic chin s& gitr 1&i. Con bén nha Yura... ¢é
1€ khé ma bao boc cho ca Satoko.”

Nghe Rika trai long, Kindaichi lai thd'y thwong cam. Isokawa gat gu ra
chiéu dong tinh.



“Kanao la dira thwong em, t6i ma k€& 6ng Kahei hira lo cho Satoko thi
¢6 khi n6 d6ng y. Thé& nén t6i ¢ 1an tan mai.”

“Ttrc 1a ¢ van chwa cho Kanao biét dé nghi ctia Kahei c6 di kém theo
diéu khoan ay?”

“Vang, tai to1 th@y noi thzatng ra nhur th€ thi td1 Satoko qua. Con bé tuw
trong 14m.” Rika thd hit ra, tay dwa 1&n quét miii. “T6i c6 18i khi khong 6
thai do rd rang. Nhwng ke ca th€ thi ciing that qua dang khi quy cho Ong
Kahei lam viéc tha't duc kia.”

“Pung vay. Ma co nhr 6ng Kahei thi hin s& nhin thiu 1a c6 dang dao
dong thoi.”

“V&i ca, cheamg ly nao Kahei lai mang hii v&i phéu ra d€ bay trd qudi gé
kia v&i thi the dau.”

Kindaichi than nhién gép loii. Nghe vy, Rika dwong nhw syc nhé ra
diéu gi.

“A phai, cdu Kindaichi, cdi d6 r&t cudc 1a trin phdp hay gi? Sdng toi
nghe Kanao k& ciu da va cham v&i nhiéu vu dn, khong bi€t ting nghe hay
chirng kién canh twong ty bao gio’ chwa?”

“Chwa, t6i mdi thady Tan dau. C6 1€ & vung nay c6 dién tich na na
chang, ki€u c0 tich dan gian gi ddy...”

“T6i ter vung khac t&i nén khong rd nira. M&y chuyén nhw vay phai hoi
ong chii nha quan cai thi may ra...” Néi t&i ddy, mat Rika dot nhién lai 4nh
1én so hai. “Ma, nghe Miki k& ba gia dan Yasuko di 12 do dng cht nha quan
cai nho?”

“A, chuyén do thi chwa bi€t dwoc. Chi nghi thé” nao? Ve vigc liéu ong
chi nha quan cai con song hay da chét ay...”

Rika Tan lIwgt nhin Isokawa va Kindaichi v&i vé mat day kinh ngac, roi
lai ring minh nhw vira nghi ra diéu gi, “Oi, nhitng chuyén ma ca céc vi con
khong ro thi lam sao ngwoi nhw t6i bi€'t dwoc, nhwng...”

“Nhung?” Isokawa mo'm 10o1i.

“Vang, c6 diéu ndy...” Rika dwong nhw van phan van khong biét c6
nén ndi ra khong. Ma't moét lic ba mai ti€p tuc. “Chuyén nay, k€ ca 6ng chi
nha quan cai con s6ng thi anh cling dwng cho 6ng &y bi€t nhé. N6i mot
cdch ngén gon thi lic ndo t6i cling cAm thay hoi so 6ng 4y.”



“Condisglay gi?”

“T6i khong bi€t phai néi thé nao ntra... Con nguwoi 6ng &y von di
chang xau xa gi. Chi la, cdi phong ciach khong mang thé& sy, bang quan
cudc doi khién téi cam thd’y con ngwoi nay thwong nhin thién ha bang nira
con mat va ludn c6 diéu gidu gi€m. Ki€u ngay ca nhirng chuyén ngwoi binh
thwong sdn sang gidi bay, 6ng 4y van gilt cho riéng minh roi thim cuwoi
nhao. Khong phai 1a tdim dia ddc ac, nhwng ludn toan tinh trong long khié€n
nguwoi ta phai dé phong. H6i 1932 ciing thé’...”

“H61 1932 thi sao?”

“A... Ma cdu Kindaichi biét chuyén r'6i chir a?”

“To1 co nghe qua...”

“Véang. By gior t6i m&i quen bi€t nén chwa rd con nguoi 6ng &y the
nao. Sau nay nghi lai thi cang ngay t6i cang c6 cam gidc 6ng ay bi€t nhiéu

n vé vu an, noi din n la vé Onda Ikuzo.
ho ) didng hon 1 Onda Ikuzo.”

“Vidu?”

“Nguwoi nhw 6ng &y suy tinh gi thi ¢& tdi chang thé nao nhan biét dworc,
nhwng ¢6 IAn nhac t&i Onda Ikuzo 6ng néi di€u nay la lam. Cai gi ma toi
chi can budng mot cau la nhirng ké dang dwong dwong ty dac trong lang
chang con mat mii nao & lai day dau... Ong chi néi thé roéi cuoi.”

“Nhurng ké 6ng &y am chi 1a nam hay n?”

“T6i ¢6 hoi nhueng 6ng khong néi gi thém a.”

“P¢d 1a chuyén twe h'6i nao thé chi?”

“Sau khi dng chuyén qua bén dam... chd nha by gio 4y a. T hoi

g yen g y g y 4
chuyén nha thinh thodng 6ng lai qua diy tdm nén chiing toi c6 nhiéu dip trd
chuyén hon. Lic tredre tuy néi 1a cung lang nhwng hai nha cich nhau gan
On cay sd nén chang ma’y khi t6i tha’'y mat Ong.
b y h y khi t61 tha’y mat 7

“Hoan don ra nha bay gio’ 1a vao lic nao &y nhi?”

“T6i nh¢ hinh nhw 12 khodng cu6i thdng Ndm nidm ngodi. Van chwa
sang mua mua thi phai.”

“Nghe n6i nha &y von 1a ctia mot ni c6?”

“Vang, ni ¢cd mat vao nam 1948, nha ctra beén d€ hoang, sau 6ng chu
nha quan cai m&i ty, ding ra 1a ddm Kanao ¢6 xan tay gitp, tu bd cho gon

ang sach sé r'6i don sang &. Dao &y ba Fuyu md&i bd di nén 6ng chian doi
: y y



chang thi€t tha gi ntra. Khi k& ring minh chi ¢An buéng mot cau 13 nhirng
ké kia chang con médt mdi nao & lai lang, 6ng &y con...”

“Con th&' nao?”

“Con néi mot diéu dang sor 14m.”

“bang s¢o'?”

“Ong bao 12 tiy theo tinh hinh thi s& cho cdi lang nay nhdo nhic mot
phen. T6i con nh¢ vé mat dng khi &y ra't dang s¢.”

“Ong khong néi cu th& 1a s& 1am gi 4?”

“Vang, nhwng 6ng ndi 1a khong lién quan gi t&i chuyén Onda gi€t hai
chong t6i dau.”

Ba chu 1 quan Izutsu cling néi 12 Hoan van con diéu gidu gi€m vé vu
an ndm &y ma chwa néi ra. Ca Kindaichi va Isokawa déu tram ngam suy tw
xem liéu bi mat dé c6 th€ 1a gi. Khong gian vi the’ ma roii vao mot khoang
lang, nhwng r'éi Kindaichi lai d6t nhién 1én ti€ng keém theo nu cwoi thm tim.

“Ma chi nay, nghe néi la anh nha sinh thoi tirng 1am ngh€ la phét nhi?”

“A, vang. C4u biét a?” Nghe hdi ba't ngo, Rika hoi do miit.

“Chfmg la d&n hém nay chi &y m&i bi€t la anh nha twng lam thuyét
minh phim &y ma.” Isokawa xen ngang giai thich.

“Thé& a...”

Thai do cua Rika cho thdy rd ba khong mudn dao sau vao cha dé nay,
nhung Kindaichi médc k&, van tam tim ti€p tuc.

“Khong c6 gi dau chi a. Chi la lic nghe anh Isokawa k€ t6i m&i nho lai
chuyén ngay xwa. H6i 1932 t6i m&i chirng d6i muoi, t6t nghiép trung hoc
dwdi qué dwore mot ndm va vira nhiap hoc mét treong dai hoc dan 1ap trén
Tokyo. Goi la di hoc nhwng sudt ngay tdi chi quanh quan trong phong tro &
Kanda thdi. TAm d6 thi phim thoai bit dau phd bién, khién nhirng nguoi
lam nghé din truyén cho phim cAm bit dau that nghiép...”

“Thé chéc 12 ciu nhé bd phim Morocco cht?” Dudng nhu bi cudn theo
st hao hirng ctia Kindaichi, Rika tiép lovi.

“Vang, c6 chiz. La phim do von Sternberg dao dién, Cooper cuing
Dietrich thu vai chinh...”

“Pung ro6i, nam 1931 n6 ra rap & Kobe, vor chong tdi di xem va déu
tha’y thoi theé’1a xong han roéi.”



“Dui gi n6 ciing 1a mot tdc pham phim thoai thoi ki dau dinh dam ma.”

“Noi dung hay thi khong phai ban r'6i, diy hang Paramount lai con lan
dau dp dung ca cdng nghé phu dé vao da’y ntra. Trwede d6 thi k€ ca phim
thoai van chinh nhé tiéng di d€ doc thuy&t minh. Nhung thanh cong vang
ddi cua Morocco da khién khong chi Paramount ma cac hang khac Tan lwot
bt tay vao ché tdc phim c¢6 phu dé. C4i nghé thuy&t minh coi nhu hét dat
song.”

“Thé thi hin chi phai ciim han bd phim Morocco Ay 1dm nhi?”

“Véng, cai d6 thi khoi phai néi a. Toi sau chién tranh, khi doc dworc tin
trén bao vEé viéc von Sternberg t&i Nhit quay mot bé phim ki qudi nao day
v&i boi canh sw kién ddo Anatahan?*! réi that bai thdm hai, t6i m&i ngudi
ngoai mot chut.”

“Ha ha ha, chi mau néng phét nhi.”

“D&i voi cau thi ¢ 1€ chi 1a chuyén cwoi thoi, nhwng ldc d6 t6i da dau
don vat va 1dm da’y. Chdng t6i mdi tré thanh ngudi thuyét minh chinh vao
ndm Kanao ra doi, chwa kip mung thi lan séng phim thoai da ap dén. Gia
khong c¢6 phim thoai trén doi thi ching téi da chéng phai vé cdi ving qué
nay, d€ r'oi nha t6i phdi mat mang mot cach odi oam nhw the”. Cr nghi vay
1a Itva han d61 voi phim thoai trong toi lai bung 1én.”

Thay Rika rom r&m nwée mét, Kindaichi hoi dong long tric ah.

“T6i da that 1& roi, xin chj thir 16i. Nhwng ma anh nha dinh vé day
trong nho hay lam gi thé"a?”

“Da khong... Nha t6i tuy sinh ra & day nhwng lai quen an ngon mac dep
roi nén khong lam dwgc ma’y viéc chan tay dau. Anh 2y quay veé lang that
ra 1a d€ givi gim t6i.”

“Genjiro dinh d€ c6 lai day r6i di ddu a?” Dwong nhue mdi nghe t&i
chuyén nay Tan dau, Isokawa quay qua nhin Rika v&i vé ba't ngo.

“Vang, chflng la...” Rika bat d4u thit thit nhw dang nhé lai chuyén
ngay xua. “Anh &y dinh sang Man Chéu a.”

“Min Chau?” Isokawa danh mét sang phia Kindaichi. “Sao hdi trudc
khong thay c6 néi gi vé chuyén nay?”

“Th& a? C¢ 1€ tai anh khong hoi thdi. C6 phai chuyén gi can gidu gi€m
dau.”



“Pung daYy. Sau d6 the nao a?” Kindaichi dwa mét ngin Isokawa lai r'oi
mém 1o cho Rika tiép tuc.

“Thi td6i dang mang thai, nén nha t6i m&i dinh mét minh qua Man Chau
treedre, bao gior On dinh méi don toi sang cling. Anh 4y dan toi vé day 1a d€
glri gim trong thoi gian d6. Tuy 14 noi chdn rau cit ron cta chdng, nhung
da’y mé&i 12 TAn dau toi t&i lang nay nén bon ch'dn lo lang 14m.”

“O, ba’y gior chi m&i vé day an dau a?”

“Vang... Da thé tredc dd’y t6i con nghe k€ 1a 6ng ba von da khong hai
long tw khi chdng téi ty y k€t hon ntra.”

“Tuy hoi vO phép mdt chiit, nhwng khong bi€t trwdre khi 12y anh nha thi
chi lam cong viéc gi a?”

Rika im 1ang nhin Kindaichi mat mot lic r'6i m&i dap, “Toi lam bén rap
hata.”

“Rap hat?”

“Vang, t6i choi nhac & ddy. Khong bi€t trén ving Kanto nghé ay ¢6 tén
nao khéc khong, nhung dwdi nay thi van goi 1a nit dao lac. Cir nim sdu ¢
gai tré tao thanh mét nhém. Ching tdi vira choi shamisen vira thay nhau hat
may khic ca Hakata hay Sanosa. T6i da lam cOng viéc &y to h'6i m&i 16
tuoi, ngay sau khi hoc xong 16p Muoi mot.

Rika nhin Kindaichi, mit da khoé diu 1¢, nhung van phang phat ndi u
sau tdt do. Kindaichi lai mot Tan ntra thay long dang trao thwong cam.

“Mot dira con gdi nhw thé thi bao sao b6" me ch'ong chéng ghét bd. May
ma lic &y Kanao da dwoee hai tuoi, tré con tam Ay thi ai nhin chgng thich,
lai thém viéc vo chdng anh t61 khong con khong cai nén 6ng ba ndi cang
thwong chdu, mé 1ong dén nhén t6i cho dé€n khi sinh né dira thir hai. Nhiéu
khi t6i ctr bdo gid quyét xong chdng t6i qua Man Chau ludn thi da chfmg ra
nong ndi, nhung nghi di nghi lai, ding 1a khong don gian thé dworc...”

“Khong don gian dwore la sao?”

“Thi dau th€ clr thé tay khong sang da't khach qué nguoi. Aoyagi Shiro
h6i &y noi nhw c6n, may Tan t6i qua Osaka cO vii thi thdy phai twong
dwong Satomi Giro, thuyét minh phim Itrng danh nhat ving thoi bay gio.
Ay th& nén thu nhap twong ddi kha, mdi toi chi tiéu khong it. T&i khi vé
day giri gim me con toi thi gan nhu tay tring r'oi. P4 nho va bd me chuyén
vo con nén anh a4y khéng ddm mé loi xin von sang Man Chau ntra. Quanh



quan thém mot thoi gian thi xay ra co sw...”

Cau chuyén cit thé¢ theo da tudn trao khdi dau lwdi Rika nhw tim nha
to. P6 hin 1a nhitng trai nghiém cay ding nghiét ngd dén quin that rudt
gan, nhung ciu chuyén vin dem lai cdm gidc khoan khodi dé chju nho
giong k& nho nhe, lai ldc tram Iic bong cua Rika.

Ping lic Kindaichi dinh m& 1o hoi thém vE tdn tham kich t6i qua,
Miki buroc vao.

“Toi xin phép... Ba cha o1, cAu Kanao vin doi ba tw ndy t&i gior day
a...”
Rika giat minh nhdm day ngay, “Oi, chét that... Lam sao bay gio... Tw
nhién t6i lai nhiéu loi qua...”

C6 vé la Kanao da dap xe quay vé d€ ché Rika sang nha Yura. Dong h'o
ldc nay da chi 12 gio ruoi.

Rika toan di, nhung nhw syc nhé ra di€u gi nén lai quay nhin Kindaichi
va Isokawa, “Quén mat, khong bi€t anh va ciu day td61 qua da gdp cod
Yukari chwa?”

“Chua... to1 qua ai con tam tri dau. Co’ ma Yukari thi lién quan gi?”

“A khong, thit ra 12 t6i mudn hdi vé ngudi quan 1y ctia Yukari co. Anh
ta tén 1a gi &y nhi?”

“Ngudi tén Kusakabe Koreya Ay ha?” Isokawa nhin Rika bang anh mét
sic sdo.

“Priing roi, thé’1a hai vi chwa gap dng Kusakabe 'y dau, phai khong?”’

“Vang, ching tdi chwa gap. Nhwng ¢6 hoi Kusakabe dé€’'lam gi?”

“Tai t6i nghe Kanao k& 6ng 4y tr Man Chau vé.” Rika nhin qua nhin lai
Isokawa va Kindaichi bang 4nh mét suy tw trong gidy lat, roi dot ngdt quay
ngodt di. “Hir, toi lai n6i chuyén khong dau 1am phién hai vi réi. Thoi toi
xin phép di day a.”

Dut 101, Rika voi va bwede ra thém nhw mudn 14 tranh dnh mét do hoi
cta hai nguoi.

Sau khi tién Rika, Kindaichi nho' Miki trdi chin dém va lam mot giac
ngon lanh. T&1i khi anh tinh gid'c n'dng, trén nhirng tan ciy hong 16ng ngoai



manh tre da ngdp tran ti€ng ve diu mat.

Ngé sang chd Isokawa ngll bén canh, anh khong thdy ong d4u. Nhin
ddng h'd dit ngay canh g6i thi da hon 5 gio. Kindaichi ding dinh lam mot
di€u thudc cho tinh tdo réi méi 18y tay lam hiéu goi nguwoi, ban than thi
van nim won ra daYy.

Mot lidc sau, ti€ng bwdc chan bit dau vong lai tir ngoai hién.

“Quy khach mé&i day a. C6 vé anh ngi ngon qua nhi.”

Nguwoi budc vao 1a Miki. Mot tay vin thanh ctra, co dwa tay con lai cam
mép tap dé deo ngoai by vay lién lau m6 hoi trén tran.

“Vang, on troii toi 1am dwgrc mdt gid'c ngon lanh. Ma chi huy dau r'oi &y
nhi?”

“Da, ban ndy anh Kimura bén b6t tuan tra t&i don bac chi huy di r'6i a.
Nghe dau 1a c6 bac si tir Okayama t&i hay sao 8y.”

“Thé& a. Anh &y di lic may gio?”

“Khoéng 2 gio a.”

Tirc 12 Isokawa chop mét chwra dwrore bao 1au thi di bi goi di.

“Lidc d6 t6i dinh goi ca anh, nhwng thd'y anh ngt ngon qua nén bac chi
huy bao thdi. Bac nhén anh 13 ldc ndo diy thi qua bén d6 ngay. O day co
san xe dap roi, liéu anh c6...”

“C6, toi biét di, ha ha. Ho gidi phiu thi the’ & dau thé?”

, “«O phong khdm cua bac si Honda a. Nhwng ma anh nay!” Miki ng6i
han xuéng thém, hit vao mot hoi roi mai tiép tuc. “Gidi phau 1a 1am nhiing
gi th&"a?”

“Hwm, t6i nghi c6 Miki khong nén biét thi hon, kéo khong nubt noi
com dau. Thoi, toi diy r'oi qua xem thé nao day.” Kindaichi roi khdi dém
va khodc 1én minh chiéc do da son vai. “Chi cha v&i Kanao dau?”

“Da, hai ngw¢i sang nha Yura tw tria van chwa vé a.”

“Vay a. C6 18 t61 nay bén day t& chic 1 vieng luén nhi?”

“Vang, nhueng thi the Yasuko con phai gidi phu thi...”

“Khong lo dau, d&n lic &y thi xong roi. T vong r6 rang la do bi siét cO
ma. Ho lam cho ding thu tuc théi. A, cd Satoko c6 nha khong?”

“Da, van & trong nha kho a. C6 ¢6 néi 1a chic phai sang bén Yasuko
mot [An, nhwng né€u th& thi nha cdn mdi minh tdi...”



S&c mit Miki vAn nhw chuc bat khéc bt et lic nao.

“C6 gi dau ma s¢’. Moi chuyén sé on ca thoi.”

Kindaichi dong vién, nhwng thyc chat cling rd't d6ng cam v&i Miki.
Chglng ma’y ¢d gdi khong bdn chdn lo 1dng khi phdi & mdt minh trong ngdi
nha rdng thénh thang xa lang xa x6m khi vira xdy ra 4n mang nhw vay.
Khong nhirng th€’, day con 1a noi gan nha't voi nha tranh ctia Hoan.

Kindaichi di rira mit nwde lanh roi quay lai phong, Miki van dang thu
don chin dém v&i vé ba't an nhw cii. Kindaichi khodc thém 4o choang va
bao, “Co6 1€ di ctra sau thi nhanh hon nén phién ¢6 Miki m& cong hd toi
nhé?”

“Vang, xe dap d€ ¢ san sau day a.”

San sau ciia Nudoc néng Kame c¢6 d€ mdt bd dung cu nha nong. Xem
chitng Kanao khd gon gang nén tat cd déu dwoc x&p dit ngin ndp.
Kindaichi kh4 hai 1ong v&i quang canh khong chiit bira bon ndy. O san ¢6
hai chi€c xe dap. Mot 1a loai danh cho nam, mot loai cho n, chic 1a cta
Satoko. Ngoai ra con cé ba chi€c xe rua dit ngay giwa san.

Khéc véi loai xe rua thg xdy hay dung ngay nay, may chi€c & day
thudc dang xe diy mot banh biang g5, nén dwdng bo rudng cé hep the nao
thi van len 16i qua dwoc. Mot khi da quen thao tac thi ngay ca phu nit tré
nhd ciling c6 the’ diing né van chuyén mét khdi lwong 16'n hang hoa, vt tw.

Trong lic Kindaichi dwore Miki do mdt tay d€ 16i xe dap tw sau may
chié€c xe rtia ra ngoai, Satoko ddi theo hai nguoi tr ctra s6 nha kho. Co
chaalng dinh che gidu khuén mat ctia minh. Khi Kindaichi mim cwoi chao,
c6 cui dau dép 12.

Kindaichi vira budc ra khoi cong thi Miki hdi véi theo, “Td1 nay anh
mudn dung mon gi a?”

“Chuwra chéc t6i da #n dau. C6é vé day in thi com chan tra 12 dworc r'oi,
khong can bay vé gi ca.”

Cutr th&, Kindaichi roi khéi cong sau Nwde nong Kame vao ding 5 ruedi
chiéu.

Puong t&i nga tw Coi Luan H6i phai leo do'c ma't modt doan, nhwng tw
dé qua bén am Sakura hdu nhw d€u la thoai thoai di xuéng, nén dung xe
dap thi chdng may chdc 1a dén noi, con nhanh hon di dwong lang dudi
chan nui nhi€u. Nghi dé€n viéc nan nhan dang thwong Yasuko t01 qua da



cung ba gia kia leo ngwoc 1€n chinh nhirng con dd'c nay, Kindaichi lai sén
gai 6c. Nhung tai sao trudre da’y Tatsuzo lai khong di tit qua 187 nay nhi?

T&i mét sau am Sakura, anh thd'y mot doan twong dat twong d6i vieng
chic chay dai gan bon chuc mét. Trén twong cd trd mot khung cira g6, chic
la ctra phy. Canh d6 1a mdt tru dén ki€u cach nhw dén I'ong va mdt tim bién
g0 dé “Cdng chi danh cho ngwoi nha Nire”.

Ra thé! Burc twong bao hoanh trang con lop ca ngdi nay dwong nhw
mudn ndi 1€n sy giau cd va quyén thé ctia nha Nire.

Tw mat sau ¢6 canh s6i che phi cia am Sakura ti€n ra dwong lang,
Kindaichi bit gdp mot bui tre nhd nam cach long dwong hep va vach dat
ciia am mot quang khong xa. Cé 1€ d6 chinh la noi Satoko da ndu minh.

N6i cach khdc thi noi ddy 12 mot ngd tw dwong. Mot bén 1a 167 tit
Kindaichi vira bang qua. Hedng khac 1a 1én xwdng rwgru nho Hang Céan.
Con lai la con dwong li€n thon ndi gitta Nwdc nong Kame va trung tim
lang. Plrng & ngé tw nhin vé phia d0i, ¢6 the thd’y r6 mdt doan dwong hién
dang khong th€ lwu thong do anh hwdng cua 1& dat. Nén dwong mot bén
trliing xudng doi chit véi khung canh dong lda tit tip ménh mong trdi rong
trede méit. Trén dong 14 nhirng bong 1da ning triu, bdo hiéu mot vu mia boi
thu.

Phong kham Honda nam ngay canh tru sé lang va biét phii cii. Dan lang
xtim xit ngoai ctra, thinh thodng lai cé canh sat, ca sic phuc 1in thwdong
phuc, di ra di vao. Giéng nhur Miki, xem chirng din lang cling kha to mo vé
viéc gidi phau thi thé.

Kindaichi dworc diéu tra vién Kato dan vao phong cho' danh cho bénh
nhan t&i kham, ding ldc trong thay Isokawa 16 vé cang thflng dang noi1 gi
d6 voi Toshiro, anh trai nan nhan.

“Chi huy, em dé€n c6 mudn qua khong?”

“A, Kindaichi, chd d&n ding ldc 1m...”

“Vay sao? Giai phiu xong chwa a?”

“Chwa, van dang ti€n hanh trong kia...” Isokawa ha't ham vé phia sau
trong phong kham. Dwong nhw phong kham thén qué nay kiém ludn ca noi
14n ngoai khoa. “Chi ¢6 vao xem khong?”

“Thoti, xin ki€u. C6 mang ti€ng nhat gan cling danh chiju...”

“Anh cung vay. Nhit 1a m&y chuyén nhw th€ nay, ha ha.” Isokawa dwa



tay 1én xoa xoa mai dau da thwa hon xwa va cat ti€ng ceoi c6 phan nguong
ngung, nhwng mau chéng nghiém mait tr¢ lai va ha giong. “Kindaichi nay,
chiing ta m&i nim dwoc mot chirng ¢t quan trong.”

“Chirng clr quan trong?” Kindaichi ciing ba't giac ha giong.

“Chéc chu biét Toshiro, anh trai cia nan nhan?”

“Véng, sang nay em c6 thd'y cau 8y & bo thac. Cau va't va roi...”

Kindaichi cdi dau chao hdi. Pdp lai, Toshiro 1&p bip gi d6 khong rd roi
cdi dau v&i vé chdm chap dor dan hét nhw triu mong. Cau van mic nguyén
bd @6 ki€u cong nhan, Kindaichi nhan ra thém mot diéu 1 c& ciu vira ngin
vira to khong khac gi ¢O lon rieng.

“Vwa roi, cau Toshiro ddy c6 tim thdy cdi nay va dem dén cho bon
anh...”

Isokawa 18y ra tt tdi 40 so' mi ¢cO bé mot tor gidy co B4, da kha nhau
nat, gd'p tam. Vira m& né ra trén ddu gdi va doc ndi dung, Kindaichi da
rung minh, nin thé ma't ma’y giay.

N&u mudn tim hi€u vé cdi chét cia cha minh, hdy t&i sau am Sakura lic 9 gior
tdi nay. Chdu s€ dworc biét mot bi mat ddng troi.

Gui Yasuko,

Hoan

“Cau Toshiro tim tha’y cai nay ¢ dau?”

“A, ciu 4y néi dang tim quanh phong cd Yasuko xem c6 ching ct gi
lién quan t&i vu an khong thi phat hién ra manh gid’y gd’p tdm nay kep trong
tap chi dién anh dat trén ban...”

“Chi gidy thdi a? C6 phong bi di kém hay gi khong?”

“Vang... chi c¢6 th& thoi...” Toshiro 14m bam trong miéng bing mot
giong tram duc u li, nhu bo nhai lai.

Kindaichi lai ngé xudng manh gid’y ['4n nita. Nét chit viét bing biit 16ng
trén nén gid’y Nhat, nhwng chd ddm chd nhat t€m lem nhw th€ tdc gid 12 mot
ké nét rwvou tay run vay. Chi riéng doc hi€u théi da tdn kha kha cong sirc
roi. Kindaichi va Isokawa nhin nhau. Trong dau anh ua v€ hinh anh Hoan
voi ban tay phai luon run ray va ro rang da thoai héa hon ra't nhi€u so vaoi
tay trai.

“Cau Toshiro nay, b6 cau hinh nhw 1a ma't nam 1935 nhi? La do bénh gi



th&?”

“Te phu do thi€u vitamin B1... di can Ién tim...”

“Ai phu trach diéu tri cho 6ng ay?”

“La bac si & day... 6ng gia nha nay bay gio...”

“Bénh d6 thi trudc khi mat hin bd ciu phai dau dén quin quai 1§m
nhi?”

“Vang, khéi phai n6i... Bau ndt cd chi€u... Bac si tiém bao nhi€u mii
cling chaalng an thua...”

Ng4n nay tudi ma dwong nhu Toshiro van dn khong nén doi, néi cheamg
1én 1oi. Mit ¢ cdi gdm, m6m 14m bam ciu dwoce cdu mat, chi cé6 mét 1a
ngwde 1én nhin ngeoi d6i thoai. Du vay chinh diém nay lai khi€n nguwoi ta
cam nhan dwoc ¢6 diéu gi d6 khong th€ chi quan coi thwong tir sau trong
dang vé nhw trau mong aYy.

“Chi huy, 6ng gid ma ciu Toshiro nhic t&i c6 phai 1 ngudi nho bac si
Honda gtti 1&i nhin t&i anh khong?”

“Om, ding r6i. Anh dinh doi gidi phAu xong roi hdi thit 6ng &y xem
thé nao. Ma cdu Toshiro thi sao? Cdu c6 nghi 14 ddng sau cdi chét ciia by
minh con an chira bi mat gi khéng?”

Toshiro cham rdi lic d4u, “Chuyén nhw vdy... To6i chwa tirng nghi tdi. ..
Chi biét ldc Ay bo tdi vat va dau don 1dm...” Dwdng nhu it nhiéu nghi
hoic khi nhé lai chuyén xwa, Toshiro dwa mét nhin manh gidy trén dau goi
Kindaichi v&i vé bon chdn dit van 18m bam khong nén cAu.

“Ong &'y mat vao tAm ndo trong nim 19357”

“Mung 10 vira roi 1a ngay gid a...”

“0, vao ding dot ning néng a...”

“Vang, nghe néi ma’y bénh ki€u &y dé tré ning trong thoi tiét ndng...”
bap xong, Toshiro loay hoay mot ldc roi mai ti€p tuc ma loi. “Chi huy
nay...”

“U ”
.

“Thi th€ Yasuko sau day sé th&" nao a? That ra t6i nay nha chau dinh to
chirc 1€ viéng tai gia...”

“A, gidi phiu xong ching t6i s& ban giao cho gia dinh ngay thdi. Chéc
sip xong roi Ay ma.”



“Vang...” Toshiro lai 14c Iw cdi ¢& ngdn ngan. “Vé&i ci... ¢c6 chuyén
nay, me chdu din nhén v&i chi huy...”

“O, chuyén gi th&?”

“Vang, chuyén 1a...” Toshiro nguwdc mét ngé sang Kindaichi roi tiép
tuc. “Nghe cd nha Nwdc néng Kame k€... Nén me chdu muén moi hai
ngwoi t6i nay qua nha... Tuy khéng cé gi ngoai com canh dam bac...
Nhwng me chau c6 viéc mudn noi...”

Isokawa li€c Kindaichi roi ddp, “A ra the. Quy héa qua... Xong viéc &
day ching t6i s€ qua ngay. Coo ma mong ca nha lwong thir vi ching toi
ching con bo d'6 nao tir t&...”

“Vang, thi... hai ngeoi dang di nghi dwong ma... Vay chau veé trudc
bdo v&i me... Gidi phiu xong thi phai ngwoi bdo, chdu sé qua ngay.”

Khi hinh dang d'6 s6 ctia Toshiro da 14t dat khua't khoi ctira phong kham
Honda, Kindaichi va Isokawa bt giac cung nhin nhau. Bi€u tra vién Kato
ding canh ho khéng kim ndi phdn chidn, bd dang nhdp nhom, d6i ma &ng

ong.

“Chi huy, lai chuyén gi khong bi€t. Vu an nay s€ con toi dau chir...”

Kindaichi xem xét lai manh gidy mot c4ch ki cang. “Céch gip nay, chic
khong phai giri qua dwong bwu dién roi. Néu diung phong bi mé& ngang thi
may ra...”

“Kato, cdu qua nha Hoan tim gitp t6i xem c6 loai gid’y nao gidng the
nay khong nhé?”

“Ro. Néu t6i nhd khong nhidm thi ¢6 mot tép khoang hai chuc to na né
day...” Diéu tra vién Kato néi r'oi roi di.

“Chi huy, anh Tachibana dau r6i?”

“Cau ta dang & bén giai phiu... Con tré nén hing hdi that.”

Nhic Tao Thdo Tao Thdo d&n, thanh tra Tachibana di budc ra tir phong
phéu thuat. Nhin ddng diéu 6ng chay vdi vao nha vé sinh, mit may nhin
nhé tai xanh thi c6 the dodn rang thanh tra dang bu'dn noén va lanh budt toan
than nhw tring phai gié doc.

Quad trinh gidi phau t& thi Yasuko k&t thic vao ding 6 rwedi. K&t qua
khong cé gi dac biét, chi mot Tan ntra tai khaalng dinh nguyén nhan t& vong
la do bi si€t 0. Bac si Ogata cung phu ta 1i€n quay vé Okayama ngay sau



dé6. Mat thém mot ldc vi vai van dé phat sinh trong qua trinh di chuyén thi
th€ Yasuko, r'oi thi Kindaichi duoc gidi thiéu véi ong gia phong kham. Ong
nam nay da ngoai tha't thap.

Mai téc bac nudi dai dwoe vudt ra sau trong kha nghé si. Sau mot hoi
hoai niém chuyén xwa v&i Isokawa, dng tron trirng mét trirde 14 thu ma chi
huy dwa ra.

Thanh tra Tachibana ciing hét sttc bat ngo, ddo mét ddy nghi hoic tir
Isokawa qua Kindaichi, roi do hdi chi huy mai khong th6i xem tai sao dng
lai c6 14 thw nay, ai dem né d&n. Dwong nhu tredng ban chuyén dn van
chwa c6 nhin dinh dung d&n vé con ngwoi Kindaichi.

“Bac thdy sao vé 14 thu nay?” Isokawa tra 1o qua loa cho ¢6 trde
nhtrng cau hdi cua thanh tra Tachibana r'6i quay qua 6ng gia phong kham.

“Th&y sao w? Y ciu 1a vé nguyén nhan c4i chét caa Utaro &y ha?”

“Vang... Theo 1 bdc si k&€ ban ndy thi la do t& phil tim, chic khong sai
ch?”

“Chi huy 2, dit quen bié&t di 1au nhing nghe hoi th& toi van phat ¥ 14m.
Té phu tim, khong th€ nhdam dwoc. Von di nha ddy doi doi déu cé van dé
vé tim mach. C4i mit phii né xanh xao ctia thing Toshiro ciing 12 biéu hién
tim mach khong t6t. Ma, bt tich trong thw nay liéu c6 ding la cia Hoan
khong?”

“Bac nghi sao a? Liéu Hoan c6 ¢Am noi bdt v&i ban tay phai &y
khong?”

“T6i khong chic. Khong phai khong th€, nhung c6 18 phai dung ca tay
trdi do' thém nira. Ma thé thi tha viét luén bang tay trdi cé khi con nhanh
hon.” Ong gia tra thu cho thanh tra Tachibana r'oi ti€p tuc. “Dil sao di nira,
rieng viéc Utaro mat do t€ phu tim thi khong sai dwgre dau. Cau la gi vu
1932 nira. Tw sau tha't bai &'y, tim Utaro y&u di thdy r6.”

“Bac thdy Hoan l1a ngwoi thé nao?”

“P& xem nao...” Ong gia nhin mit nhw the khé tra 16. “T6i khong hay
danh gid k& khdc, nhung that Iong thi t6i khong thich 130 &y 18m. Lio hon
toi ndm tuoi, ludn ra vé am twong chuyén doi, thich soi méi so hé di€m
y&u cua nguwoi khac. Xét chuyén ngay xwa thi 10 4y ¢6 chdn ghét thé sy
cling phai dao thoi, nhwng c6 1€ mot phan von do tinh cach da nhw thé roi.”

Cach nhin nhén cta 6ng gia nha Honda ¢6 nhiéu di€m twong d6ng voi



ba chu It quan Izutsu va ba chi Nwdc néng Kame. N6i tom lai thi con
ngwoi Hoan khong don gian chiit nao.

Khoang 8 gio’ t61, Kindaichi va Isokawa budc qua cong nha Yura. Khi
Ay bén trong da dong nghit ngwoi t&i dy 1€ vieng.

Nha ctra ving nay thwong xdy theo 1671 ba gian v&i mdi nha phi doi
xtrng. Ba gian lai chia 1am hai c4nh Nam Béc. Nam g6m mot phong 16,5
m? va hai phong 10 m2, Bic g6m mot phong 12 m? va hai phong 10 m2. C4c
phong phan cich nhau bing ctra trwot hodc ctta gd. Duong nhuw ddi véi
nguwoi ving nay thi day chinh la thié€t k& nha ly twdng.

V&i thiét k& nhu thé, cic phong cdnh Béc thwong dwore dung 1am noi
sinh hoat cho ngwoi nha, nén ban ngay da phéin déu déng ctra im lim t&'i
om. Tuy nhién di€m manh caa thiét k& nay ndm & chd mdi khi c6 viée can
la ¢6 th€ g& vach ngan hay khung ctra d€ tao thanh mét sanh 1on rdng toi
70 m2.

Trwong hop nha Yura thi ngoai ba gian nha chinh thi con mét nha phu
ndi v&i phong 12 m? bén mé Bic bing hanh lang. D6 14 noi & cia cu Ioko.

P& phuc vu 1€ viéng t&i nay, nha Yura chi mé thong ba phong cdnh
Nam. Ban tho’ dwore dit sdu trong phong 16,5 m2, ngay canh thi th€ hwdng
dau vé phwong Bic clia Yasuko. Trwdc ban tho 12 tirng nhém khéch t&i
viéng ngdi tim tum v&i nhau. C6 1€ ho chi dinh n6éi mdt cach khé khang,
nhung tdng giong cao dic trrng cla ngwoi vung nay lai vo tinh khi€n cau
chuyén thém phéan 0n a0 huyén ndo. Mdi nhém khach dwgc don cho mot
dia 1&n ng'dn ngdn sushi ddu phu va mot bt to day dp dwa chudt mudi d€
tw do an u6ng. Bat dlia can thi€t cling dwore chuan bi day da. Qua khdong ho
danh danh gia vong toc.

Tuy chung s& phén lun bai, nhung it ra nha Yura khong phdi trdi qua
nan thi€u huyt lwong thwc va nha & trong giai doan hau chién nhw nhirng
nguwoi cung canh ngd trén thanh phd’, nén chwa t&i mac phai ban di d6 dac
trong nha. Vo rugu, cdc chén, khay an hay may bo tau thuéc dwoc bay ra
phuc vu khach dén viéng déu thudc loai tir t€& ca.

O ndng thon it phwong tién giai tri, ngay ca chuyén budn cia nha khéc
cling thanh dip d€ ngwoi ta tu tip an udng cho khuiy khoda. Vi thich nhirng



dip nhw vay nén nguwei lang thweong chi twong d6i ddm tay cho tién mung
hay ti€n phung viéng.

Khi Kindaichi va Isokawa dén noi 1a 8 gior, vira hay phan tung kinh
moi két thic, ai ndy dang chuan bi nhdp tiéc. Nhac thad'y bong dang hai
nguoi, ta't ca bong nin bit va quay sang nhin nhau.

Isokawa va Kindaichi dwoc Eiko vo Toshiro dén & cong va dan di doc
hién nha vao thing phong 16,5 m2. Hai ngudi quy trede ban the thip nén
hwong cho Yasuko, roi Isokawa dwa phong bi tién phung ho chung nhau
cho Atsuko. Ba cii dau nhén 18y va néi 1oi cam on.

Ngoi vé phia dau Yasuko la ba nha sw phai Chan Ngoén cung gia quyén
ngwoi da khuat, gom Atsuko, vogr chdong Toshiro va nam nguoi khac, bon
trong d6 ¢6 1€ 1a vgr ch'dng con cdi em gai 1on ctia Toshiro. Nguoi con lai 1a
mot cu gia lom khom tay dang 'an trang hat. P6 la nhan vat thu hut sy chu
y cua Kindaichi nha't. Nhiéu kha nang day chinh la cu Ioko, me¢ chdong cta
Atsuko, da 82 tudi nhwng van chi ph6i hét thdy moi cong chuyén ctia nha
Yura. Téc cu bac tring, cit ngin theo ki€u truyén thong va budc 1én mot
cich don gidn. Lan da ngim den khde kho&n dii mit hoi nhiéu nép nhin.
T4t nhién 1a cu cling cdc ba céc c6 déu mic ¢ den, con nam gidi thi van 18
phuc truyén thong chuyén dung cho cédc dip trong dai.

“Nha t6i dinh moi cu Kindaichi va anh Isokawa qua dung btra & phong
riéng, nén mong hai vi dgi thém mot chit d€ ching tdi chuan bi a.” Atsuko
mo loi.

Nhin cdch ba khong quén d€ phan cd tring cia 1&p 4o trong 14 16 16 ra
ngoai d'6 tang, cd th€ tha'y ba quyét gitr cung cach ménh phu phu nhan dén
chung nao.

“Vang, that 1am phién gia dinh qud...” Du kho nhoc, Isokawa van c&
géng gite tw the’ quy. Ong chi mic quan Ikng nhung tay vin phai phe phay
quat lién h'6i, di m&i tim qua cho mét & bén nha Honda.

Kindaichi gép vai 1o chia buon don gian réi vo thirc li€c mot lwot
quanh phong khéach réng hon 30 m2 va khé cii dau chao hodi nhirng nguoi
quen biét.

Sau chuyén sang nay, qua nhién 6ng Kahei khong t&i dy 1€ vieng. Tuy
nhién, cdu con n&i doi Naohei cia 6ng, nguoi dwgec don dai la chflng phai
tay vira dau, thi vin dang ngdi d6 chén chi chén anh v&i bac s Honda va



Tatsuzo. Cau cao to nhw Kahei, nhwng lai phang pha't nét thw thai tw ton
hon hin cdi tudi ba muoi 1im ctia minh. Nghe Tatsuzo thi tham vao tai, cau
ngung tay quat r'oi khé cdi chao Kindaichi v&i nu cwoi mim. Kindaichi voi
vang gt dau dap lai.

Em trai cia Naohei l1a Katsuhei thi lai ngdi & mam dwdi cung véi hoi
Kanao va Goro. Nhirng ngwroi ng'6i mam nay ct ra ra vao vao lién tuc, c6 1€
do phai phu viéc 14t vit. Tuy nhién, riéng Kanao l1a khong mot Tan roi khoi
chd ng6i. Khong biét ciu c¢6 lic nao ma kip thay @0, nhung bd d6 cong
nhan da dwoee doi sang so' mi ¢cO bé gon gang cung quan vai gabardine
nguyén n€p thealng thom. Cao gan 1m70, ngoai hinh cin d&i, gwong mat
nam tinh v&i mi cao mét to, phai cong nhan Kanao dep trai phong d6 nhat
trong ci ddm thanh nién. Ay vay nhung vét thwong long do mat Yasuko
xem chirng khé sdu ddm, khi€n clu c¢ c¢6 vé do' dan khong tp trung.

“Chi huy va cau Kindaichi da dén r'6i day a.”

Mot giong néi ba't ngo vang 1én. Isokawa va Kindaichi ¢6ng loat quay
lai thi thd’y Rika, me ctia Kanao dang ding d6 mim cwoi, hai tay bung vo
reou.

“Vang, chi va't va qua.”

“Pau ¢, van con nhidu so sud't 14m, mong moi ngudi lwong thir... Ba
nha bén nay dang chuan bj com cho tién sinh va chi huy r'6i, moi hai nguoi
dung tredc chit rwou nhat... Cau Toshiro cho tdi mwon hai cdi chén
voi...”

“A, vang, ddy a...” Toshiro 14y hai chi€c chén vén dp trén khay dn roi
dwa cho Kindaichi va Isokawa. C6 vo Eiko thi 18y cho ho mot it dwa chudt
mudi.

Rika rét rwegru 01 dat lai vo xuéng khay, “Nho ciu Toshiro ti€p hai vi
day trong lic doii nhé. Cau Kindaichi va chi huy ct thong tha nhé...”

Rika cw x& rat thdo vat dam dang, qua nhién la ngwoi da ra va cham
voi doi tee nam 16 tuoi.

“Vang, cam on ¢6...” Isokawa néi roi dat chén regu xudng.

“Lau 14m r6i m&i dwge dién kién cu. Nhin cu vin khde manh thé’ nay,
to1 cling an tam.”

Ong d6t nhién bt chuyén vé&i cu Ioko, 1am cu giat minh quay sang ho.

“Xin 161, nhwng anh 12 ai &y nhi?”



“Ha ha ha, cu khong nh¢ cling phai thoéi, dd hai mwoi ba nam roi con gi.
T6i 1a Isokawa, tieng gdp cu hdi vy 1932 a. Khi &y t6i m&i chi 1a thanh tra
thoi.”

“0O t6i nhé ra rdi, nhé ra roéi.” Xem ra tri nhé cia cu Ioko van con t6t,
thdo ndo da 82 tudi ma van nim gilr moi quyén hanh trong nha Yura. “Diing
roi, hoi &y... Ma toi nghe k& 12 anh thinh thodng van qua bén Nudc nong
Kame phai khong? Nghi lai that hoai ni€ém qua. Anh cling con khoe thé nay
that phan khdi.”

“Khong c6 dau cu a. Ban than tdi cling mong khde 18m, nhung nhiéu
chd tan ta roi.”

“Ho6 ho h6.” Toko bung miéng cuoi. “Anh ding ndi theo chiéu hwdng
tiéu cwc th& chir. So v&i toi thi anh vin con tré chian. Anh ndm nay bao
nhiéu tudi roi &y nhi?”

“Thdi, néi chuyén tudi tdc 1am gi ha cu. Ping nao néu dinh song dé&n
trim tudi thi cd hai chdng ta van con tré chan.”

“Phai. Toi cling dinh thé’ dd’y.” Ba cu Ioko cho thdy 1a ban than vin con
khde manh. “A ma ciu trai tré day la ai ha anh Isokawa?”

Nghe dén hai chtr “trai tré”, Kindaichi ba't gidc cwoi tre. Piing 1a trong
con mét ctia cu gia 82 tudi thi dang nhw anh chi d4ng tudi nit ranh.

“A, cu o1i, day 1a chd Kindaichi, mot thdm t tw ndi tiéng. Khong biét
cu ¢6 thdy trén bao bao gio chwa, nhwng chi &y chinh 1a ngwoi da phd an
thanh cong may vu gi€t ngwoi hang loat & ddo Nguc Mén va thon Tam M6
& Okayama nay da’y. Chu Kindaichi, day la cu Ioko.”

“A, vang, mong bic chiéu c& a...” Bj tdt cd moi ngwdi nhin chim
chim, Kindaichi dam nguong, anh cdi chao cu Ioko ma mét dé ng Ién.

Ioko chaalng c6 vé gi 1a da nghénh nging, nhung diu sao cu ciing da 1on
tudi nén Isokawa vo thirc ning giong, din dén canh moi ngwdi xung quanh
déu nghe thay hét 1o 6ng ndi.

“Oi chao, thé& cor a.” Toko cham chi nhin Kindaichi v&i vé ngac nhién.
“MA&Yy chuyén &Yy t6i c6 nghe Atsuko k€ r'oi. Vay ra chinh ciu day la ngwoi
da lam r6 nhung vy an kinh hoang dé6...”

“Puing vay. Chinh la chd &y. Trong thé nay th6i chir chid chi can liéc
qua la da doan tring thd pham r'6i. N6i la tham t& s6 mot Nhat Ban khong
ngoa. Nén 12 cu o1i...” Isokawa ngtrng mot hoi va ddo mit mot lwot khip



phong, ¢6 1€ 1a d€ ki€m chirng hiéu ng tdm 1y ma loi minh dem lai, r'oi
m&i ¢d tinh cao giong ti€p tuc. “Thd pham hai chau cu cling khong the
thodt noi tay chi &y dau, cu ¢ an tdm doi tin t6t nhé.”

Kindaichi ngwong ngiing dwa tay gai gai mdi dau t0 qua, nhwng van
khong ngin ndi td md ma ddo mat mot lwot xung quanh. Tuy nhién, cdi anh
quan tam cheamg phai 1a hiéu &ng tdm 1y, ma la nhirng chiéc dia to dwoc
chuyéh t&i khip cdc mam. Khdng, néi diing hon 13 nhitng miéng sushi d4u
phu bay trén dia.

K€ twr t67i mung 10 (tirc 1a khi ba gia ty xung la Rin xud't hién) cho dén
gior, Hoan van biét tdm biét tich. Trong nhirng th¢ sét lai & nha dng c6
mudi miéng sushi ddu phu. Vi khdng nim dwoc ngudon gdc xui't xir cla
ching nén Kindaichi vaAn cho 1a do ba gia kia mang t&i. Nhung theo 151
Toshiro ban ndy thi mung 10 14 ngay gid cla tién cht Utaro nha Yura, nén
chéc chén hom d6 c6 t& chire 1€ lat. Xét viée 1€ viéng td1 nay c6 mén sushi
d4u phu thi phai ching bira gid hom mung 10 ciing c6 mén nay?

“Co o1,” Kindaichi héi vong sang phia Eiko vor Toshiro. “Tdi xin phép
hoi, khong lién quan 14m, nhung sushi dau phu dy 1a nha minh lam 4?”

“Vang, ding r6i a...” Eiko ddp v&i vé mat boi roi.

“A, tdi lai xin phép hdi thém mdt chiit, khong biét nha minh dit & dau
dwoc nhi€u dqu phu nhw vay?”

“Da...” Gio thi Eiko vira ngac nhién vira cut hirng. “Dau phu 1a ty lam
a. Ba toi khéo tay ma’y khoan Ay 1dm.”

Nhan ra ngu y trong cau hoi cia Kindaichi, Isokawa li€n quay qua nhin
mA’y chiéc dia bang 4nh mét thang thét.

“Chéc co thay t6i la lung 1dm khi hdi chuyén nay, nhung that ra la...”
Kindaichi giai thich nghi vA@n quanh mwoi mi€ng sushi dau phu sét lai &
nha tranh ctia Hoan.

“Qi trod, 1am sao ddy!” Eiko h&t hodng that 1én. “Néu 1a may miéng
sushi dau phu &y thi hém dé chinh 6ng chti nha quan cai da mang tw nha toi
ve daya.”

“Ong cha nha quan cai mang tir diy vé?” Isokawa quay qua nhin Eiko
v&i d4nh mét cing thing.

“Vang. Ming 10 vwra roi 1 ngady gid ctia bd’ chdng toi, nén nha 1am
twong d6i nhiéu d€ moi khach. Lic qua diy, 6ng chi nha quan cai vui vé



cwoi bao tdi nay c6 khach Kobe t&i ¢ lai, nén ba t6i ddn may me con 187y
be tre géi mot it bi€u 6ng cam ve...”

“Cho héi la ¢6 bi€u 6ng Ay may mi€ng?”

“Ba bo 1a bi€u mdi ngwdi sdu miéng nén tdi va me chudh bj hai boc,
mdi boc sdu mi€ng dwa cho 6ng. Pung khong ba nhi?”

“U, ding nhw né néi, nhing c¢6 va'n dé gi v&i ma’y miéng sushi diu phu
aya?”

“Da, khong, khong c6 gi a.” Kindaichi gai gai mai dau to qua voi vé
phan chan, 4anh mét Isokawa lai day vé nghi hoic.

Trong nha Hoan con lai mwoi miéng sushi ddu phuy, nghia 1a Hoan va ba
gia kia da an mat hai mi€ng. Trong nhirng vé€t ban & dé lai c6 Lobeline,
chit d6c nam trong hoa 13 binh, hay con goi 13 s4t quan thdo sinh sdi khip
vung nay. Hoan lai dang bi nghi ngo 1a da bi mat dya vao, ma néi thfmg ra
la da de doa mdt ai d6 trong lang d€ dwgrc chu cidp sinh hoat. Ngwoi b tong
tién ndy sinh sat y voi ké uy hi€p minh, k€ cling hop 1€ tw nhién.

“M&y mi€ng sushi ddu phu &y 1a do chinh tay c6 va me chong cd boc
vao be tre a7’

“Vang, ba téi gdp tirng miéng bd vao be tre cho me con tdi géi vao a.”

“Cu nay,” Isokawa khong con gidu ndi nét td mo trong 4nh mét nhin ba
cu lom khom. “Nghe néi la cu kha than v&i 6ng chd nha quan cai phai
khong a?”

“Cang gia thi ngwoi ta cang thd’y gan giii hon v&i nhitng nguoi biét
chuyén ngay xwa nhw minh, au ciing 1a binh thwong théi ma anh. Va ching
toi va ong chu nha quan cai khong c6 khoang cach th& h¢, néi chuyén lai
hop ntra. Tuy ghét bd sy doii nhung d6ng &y kha hop tinh t6i nén hay qua
day tan gau 1dm. Ma vu 6ng cht nha quan cai thé nao ro6i ha anh?”

“Chuyén &y van chwrra ¢c6 manh mdi gia...”

Isokawa nhin chim chim vao cu Toko. Quanh quan van chi 1a viéc Hoan
con sdng hay da chét, nhung khong the khong cong nhan rang van dé nay
cO y nghia dac bi€t quan trong.

“Béc o, chdu c6 diéu nay mudn hai...” Kindaichi xen ngang. “O vung
nay cé mot loai hoa co tén la sat quan thao phai khong a?”

“Phai.” Ioko quay sang nhin Kindaichi, khong rd vi sao 4nh mét lai 16e



1én.

“Ch4u thd'y cdi tén d6 kha la, khong biét c6 dién tich gi ding sau
khong?”

“U, c6 daYy.” Ioko nhich t&1i trwede d6i chut, vé tw li. “Phai hop ca nhw
toi thi 6ng chii nha quan cai méi k€ ma’y chuyén nhw vay. Chzatng la thé nay
ciu Kindaichi a, trong s& t& tién nha quan cai ¢ mot vi rat Iim mom nén
bi lanh chua ghét va ha doc gi€t chét, bfmg chinh chat doc cua loai cé aYy,
tr d6 né m&i dwoe goi 1a sit quan thio. Ong chéi nha quan cai k& day.
Ma...” L'4n nay thi cu nhich hin 1én mot quang. “Thoi tdi con bé, & viung
ching t6i ¢ mot bai d6ng dao hat khi choi td cau nhé!”

Toko ddi anh mét sic sdo vao méit Kindaichi, roi cit tiéng ca bang giong
run run.

“¥ khu virdn sau nha, ba chi sé nghi canh. Chu dau tién cat ti€ng, ta la
quan cai tén Jinbei...”

“Cu, cu o1i.” Pung lic d6, mot dira chit bdng chay t&i bam 13"y vai Ioko.
“Cu 01, bén kia, bén kia, dén ro1, Yukari, d€n roi...”

“Oi, Yukari dén a...”

Vo va em gai Toshiro dong loat nhap nhom ding diy du chfmg ma’y
khi c6 dip nghe ba hat khiic ca td ciu. Ioko danh tam nging. Sau nay nghi
lai, Kindaichi khong khoi nudi ti€c khi mi€ng ngon dé€n miéng con roi. Gid
ma luc d6 anh dwoc nghe dén heét...

Trong khi ca phong van nhon nhao thi Yukari tiec Chieko da tw cong di
vao toi thém nha, bén canh con c¢é Fumiko va Satoko. Ba c6 gai d6ng trang
ltra cing me Yukari 1a Harue t&i vi€ng Yasuko.

“Qi, Satoko da’y a!”

Thyc t& thi ngay cd Kindaichi cling phat gai ngwoi khi chirng ki€n
Yukari ma anh m¢i tha'y qua béo, tap chi hay ti vi va phim anh lai It 1o xué't
hién bén thém nha cing Fumiko va Satoko. P&i voi Aoike Rika thi cdm
giac do hén phdi ring ron hon nhi€u. Sau lwng Kindaichi, Rika dirng strng
nhw troi trong, hai tay van bung vo reou.

Sau nay nghi lai thi cd ba c6 gdi déu c6 van dé theo cich riéng.
Yukari/Chieko thi khdi phai n6i réi. Trong hoan canh Yasuko vira bi sét hai
thi nghiém nhién Fumiko s& ndi 1én thanh tAm di€m chd ¥ va ngo vie cla
dam d6ng. Tuy khong rd ban than cb to twdng Kanao t&i mirc nao, nhwng



dAu sao thi cdu ciing 12 Romeo ctia lang, ma ca lang ai chang biét Fumiko
ap u tinh y v&i cdu. NG6i cach khac thi Fumiko chinh la tinh dich cda
Yasuko qué cd'.

bdi voi ngeoi lang thi Satoko lai 1a mét ¢6 nang c¢6 van dé theo chiéu
hwong khac. C6 1a con gédi cda nan nhan trong vu dn hai mwoi ba nam
tredre. Khong chi vdy, ban than Satoko dwoe s& dong coi nhw mot trong
nhitng ngwdi bi hai. Hau hét nguwdi lang tin ring nhitng vét bot dd da va
dang hiy hoai dung nhan yéu kiéu cua Satoko la h¢ qua cua cu sdc khing
khiép ma Rika gap phai gitra ldc bau bi do chirng ki€n gwong mat bi d6t
chdy nham nh& cua chong. Thueong ngay Satoko ludn ty ti v&i nhirng vét
bot va tuyét d6i khong mubn d€ ai thd’y mat, nhwng gior ¢6 lai diém nhién
ding do, ch?ing them che ddy. Au ciing 1a diéu d& hi€u khi me cb thdt 1én
mot cach x6t xa, “Oi, Satoko da’y al”

B6n ngwoi méi téi dwore moi ngdi & phong 16,5 m2. Bessho Harue 1a
ngudi dau tién budc d&n ban tho thip hwong roéi quay sang Toshiro va
Eiko khé néi 1oi chia budn.

Harue 16 tuGi vao ndm 1932, nén gior da phai gan t& tuan. Nhwng nhin
vé ngoai thi chic khong ai néi ba trén 34 tudi cid. Mot phian ¢ the do nét
dep troi phi, phan khic c6 th€ do bau khong khi tré trung twoi tin trong
thé” gidi ba dang s6ng ngan nguoi ta gia di. Dang voc Harue thudce loai nhd
nhén, nhung ti 1& cAn d6i va vé day din tao cam gidc ba cao 16n hon thue
t&. M4 va cam déu c6é nét phing phinh nhwng chwa dénh mic diy da, doi
mat thi khd sic sdo, tao nén mot gwong mit khdng hin 12 ding chuan cai
dep nhwng lai rd't ¢6 duyén. Yukari thira hwdng toan bd nét duyén dang ctia
me.

N&u xét tiéu chuah thAm my theo ting chi tiét nhw mét v&i miii thi ¢
khi Yasuko qua c& con dep hon, nhwng cdi duyén khién ngwoi ta phai ngoai
nhin ma Yukari sé hiru thi ca Yasuko hay Fumiko déu khong bing.

Ba me kha nhd nhén, nhwng c6 con lai cao t&i 1m65, ¢6 da cé thit &
mirc can d&i. Chic da quen mic d¢6 Tay, bd vdy den ddng da hoi rat hop
v&i ¢6. Khong hd danh nir than néng bdng, cung cach hanh x& hay li€c mét
déu toat ra vé tdo bao, cdi m&. Nhung Kindaichi chi ¢an nhin thodng qua
cling da nhan ra rang Yukari vé ban chit van chi 12 mdt c6 gdi binh dan
giong me minh.

“Co6 Yukari dén thé& nay that quy hoéa qua!” Eiko cam dong ndi khi



Yukari ti€p budc me thip hwong va gii 1oi chia budn t&i vor chong
Toshiro. “Nao, nao, moi ¢6 qua day. Ca chi Harue nira, moi chi.”

Eiko bat d4u ling xing xung quanh v&i vé 1am qud dic trng clia ngudi
kinh ki, khién Kindaichi cung Isokawa phai Itii mdt chit veé sau.

“A, thoi, d& to6i xudng mim dudi dwoc roi mo a.” Duwdng nhe Harue
khong kip chuan bj tang phuc nén hoi ngai ngan voi bd kimono mua he
mau den dang mac di kem dai lwng t61 mau.

“Nao nao, chi dwng néi vay, cr ng'di xudng day voi Yukari di. Thé thi
Yasuko & trén kia m&i vui dwge.” Eiko miéng néi 1ién thodng, tay van miét
mai don chd bay mam. T&i khi nhin ra Fumiko va Satoko dang dinh quy
xudng doi ngodi thém, cb lai 1én tiéng. “Oi, ca hai cd nira, mau qua diy
thap hwong roi ngdi ludn ciing Yukari di. May dra vaAn than v&i Yasuko
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ma.

Fumiko va Satoko nhin nhau. Ca hai déu ¢6 y nhwong nhau di trede, va
cudi cung thi Fumiko chdp nhan budc t¢i quy xudng tredc ban tho. Trén
d6 dat mot birc di anh nhd cua Yasuko, c¢6 1€ 1a khdng kip phdng to.
Kindaichi khong boé 16 co’ hdi quan sét, va nhan thd’y Fumiko run khé khi
vtra nhin vao t&m anh.

“Fumiko, cd c¢6 xudng diy ng'6i v&i bon anh khéng?”

Thip hwong xong, Fumiko quay qua hanh 1& v&i ngwdi nha Toshiro.
Ping lic &y Naohei anh ¢6 cit ti€ng goi tor phia mam, giong &m ap nhw
pha ndi throng cadm cho em minh.

“Thoéi nao, cdu Naohei, cir d€ cd &y ngdi bén nay di. Cheamg ma’y khi
ma&i dong da ca ba ngwoi...”

“Vang! Th& thi c6 c ng6i trén day di vdy, Fumiko. Ma c6 dén dwoc
thé" nay la t6t roi.”

“Vang, Satoko da qua tn noi rd em nén...” Fumiko chéc hin rat mudn
xudng mam dwdi, nhung chi 1f nhi dwgrc moi thé sau khi qua ng'di khép nép
canh Yukari.

“Thé& roi hai dira rd thém ca Yukari va chi Harue a?” Ngwoi 1€n ti€ng la
Katsuhei, dang nhap nhom & mam dwdi cing.

“Khong dau céu a, chiing t6i tinh co’ gdp nhau ngoai cong théi. Pong da
ca ba dira nhw th& nay that 12 may méin.” Harue trd 1&i thay Fumiko.

Tiép d6, Satoko thdp hwong va hanh 1€ v&i ngwdi nha Toshiro roi ng'di



xudng canh Fumiko. Khac v&i Fumiko ¢t khép nép co rim nguwoi, Satoko
lai ng'di ngay ngin nhin thglng chinh dién, mac cho nhirtng vét bot dd tan
kh&c 16 ra, khi&h moi con mét xung quanh d& d'dn vao cd.

Ctr nhr vay, trong cidn phong 16,5 m2 bong dwng hinh thanh hai hang
ngoi do1 dién nhau chf:ing theo quy tic nao ca. O trén cung, phia gan hién
nha 1a ba nha sw, roi dén Harue, Yukari, Fumiko va Satoko. P&1 dién la
Toshiro, cu Ioko, vor Toshiro, vor chong em gai Toshiro. Kindaichi va
Isokawa ngdi cung huwdng voi gia dinh nan nhian nhung da lui xudéng dén
sat vach ngan. Rika da roi di dau d6. Co6 1€ ba x6t xa khong dam nhin vao
nhirng vét bot clia con gai.

“Thé& nao nhi Chieko, hay 1a may hat mot bai xem sao?” C6 vé da nga
nga, Tatsuzo 1én ti€ng ki€m chuyén v&i Yukari, ngwoi vira 1a chau vwa la
em gai ong.

“Hi.” Pap lai, Yukari chi khé cwoi ma khong néi gi thém.

“Hi c4i gi ma hi. Pung c6 ra dang. Day 1a 1€ viéng cta Yasuko, nguoi
da ca’t cong qua tdn Soja don may day. Chzalng nhé may khong hat dwo'c mot
bai d€ cau phic cho vong linh c6 ay a?”

“Anh c6 n6i vay thi t61 nay em cting khong hat duegc dau.”

“Sao ma khong dwoc co chi?”

“Sw ¢6 lam em ba't ngo qua nén ma't giong r'éi a.”

“Gi cor?” Tatsuzo ra chiéu buc doc, nhwng roi lai khuc khic cwoi pha
1én. “Moi ngwoi nghe thd’y chwa? Cai Harue bi€t cach day do that day, vién
c& 1ang tranh 12 khong ai bang. T6i chju thua roi.”

Pam dong pha 1én cuwoi trede diéu bd pha tro cla dng.

“Yukari ndy!” Doi tiéng cudi dit hin, Kanao méi lén ti€ng tir mam
dwdi. Tong giong ba't thwong cta cdu khi€n moi nguwoi dong loat quay
sang nhin. Kanao ti€p tuc v&i vé mat thong kho. “Viéc chd Tatsuzo vira néi
ay...”

“Vang.” L'an nay thi Yukari nghiém tic ling nghe.

“Viéc d6... Liéu em c6 the€ dong y dwoc khong? Yasuko 1a mot ngwoi
ham md cia em ma.”

Pam dong lai quay vé phia Yukari xem cb tra 1oii ra sao.

“Ldi qua!” Yukari mim cwoi, hai ldm d6ng tién in 1o trén ma. “Vay thi



de lat nira em hat mot bai. Nhwng gio’ thi cho em ng'6i nghi mét 14t da...
Pén voi d€n vang em con chwa kip thé nwra...”

“A tr, em ct tir tr cho dén lic vé 1a dugc.”

Kindaichi khong khoéi than phuc trwdc cach wng xtr khon khéo cia
Yukari.

Nhung khi Ién phim thi hin Yukari da dwoe huan luyén ki cang dé néi
giong phd thong diing chuan. Nhung cd hicu 1o ring vé ddy ma van ding
ti€ng thanh phd’ thi s€ khi€n ngwoi lang khong vira long, nén khi tra 1oi
Kanao c6 khong quén chén thém mdt chit phwong nglr vao trong cau minh
noi.

“Thé thi t&t roi, tdt roi. Chic Yasuko dudi sudi vang mirng 1im da’y.”

“Khong khéo chi con mwng hon Yasuko dwdi sudi vang &y chir, nhéc
Goro.”

Katsuhei von van lo 14ng cho v @ rii ctia Kanao, gior ¢ phan chdn hon
doi chuit.

X “A ma cu oi,” Yukari nghiéng d4u goi Ioko v&i vé di ngai. Téc co cit
bang d¢& xda trwdc tran, ding sau khong budc ma tha rii qua vai, 1am nén
cho gwong mét thanh td c6 phéan gidng minh tinh Kyo Machiko. “Liéu con
hat & day c6 dwoc khong a?”

) “ff, w, con c hat cho moi ngwoi nghe di. Du 1a ddm viéng thi cling
chang tdi gi ctr phai dau thwong sau tham ca, ctr hat thodi mai.” Phong cach
cu Ioko c¢6 vé phong khoang hon nhiéu so voi tudi.

“Vang,cam on cy a.”

“Ma Chieko nay!”

“Vang.”

“Con 1on 1én xinh dep qua.”

“Oi, cu lai qué 1o r'éi...”

“Khong, khong, toi néi that dd'y. H6i con tré tdi van nghe ngwoi ta bao
dwore cdi nay thi mat cdi kia, xinh dep thi giong d&, hat hay thi mat mii
khong nhin noi, nhwng con lai dwore ¢ hai. Quéa ding 1a troi ban phuoc
ma.”

“Oi cu o1, thoi con khong néi gi nira dau.”

Yukari khdng khdi dd mat trede don tap kich ba't ngo cua ba cu, du



throng ngay c6 1€ ¢d khong dé gi xau hd nhw vdy. Pdm dong trong phong
cung cwoi pha 1én. Bung ldc &y Rika quay vao, ghé tai Isokawa thi tham.

“Ay, Kindaichi nay, bén kia chuah bj xong roi day.”

Thé& 1a Kindaichi va Isokawa ldng 1€ md ctra triegt rit lui sao cho khong
thu hiit sy chid y clia moi ngwdi va di theo Rika. Mé Bic phong 13 hang hién
rong ndi v&i hanh lang din ti€p sang nha phu cu Ioko &. Nha phu gom ba
phong: 12 m2, 10 m2 va 7 m2. Rika dan ho t&i 1a phong 12 m? va dan.

“Chi cén gi thi cr rung chudng goi nhé.”

“Vang, d€ c¢6 va't va qua. Nao nao, moi chi huy va tién sinh vao day a.”

Trong phong cé hai khay d6 an bay & sau phia trong danh cho b€ trén.
Canh d6 1a hai chi€c dém ng6i mua he, tat ca da san sang, chi con doi
khach toi.

“Chi bay vé qua.”

“Pau co, chi 1a bira com dam bac thdi a. Mong hai vi khong ché 1a c6
thé& nay ma moi. Nao, moi hai vi dung mot chén.”

Kindaichi va Isokawa vira ng'6i xudng cdi 1a Atsuko da ¢cam vo ruou
1én mo1i ho.

Moi cénh ctra din ra hién nha hay cdc phong bén canh déu mé toang,
ba phong déu bat den sang trung. C6 1€ day khong don thuan la d€’ 18y gié
cho thodng ma la d€ phong c6 ké ddt nhap nghe Ién.

Ti€ng chudng gié ngan nga vang 1én bén ngoai td'm manh tre, khoi
nhang mudi dp diu lan tda.

“Qua dung la danh gia vong tdc. CO ban bén kia da linh dinh 1am roi,
vay ma mam com bén nay ciling thinh soan chang kém.”

Isokawa néi roi dwa diia gip mot miéng ca thom nwdng mudi. Ca ngay
h6m nay 6ng va Kindaichi m&i dn ¢6 mdt bira, nén thwe 1ong thi ca hai déu
ra't doi roi.

“Pau co6, toan may mon so’ sai thoi a... Ma nghe n61 hom nay hai vi da
dung ca thom bén Nuwdc néng Kame...”

“Ha ha ha, ngon th& nay thi c6 an li€n ba bwra cling khong chén.”

“Chi huy qua khen... Nao, moi ciu Kindaichi.”

“Vang, cam on chi.”

N N

“Th&y bao chi ¢6 chuyén mudn ndi voi ching t6i, khdng biét 1a gi



vay?”

“Véng, that ra thi,” Atsuko vtra rét riegru cho Isokawa vira dap. “Cling la
chuyén kho néi...”

Ba ra chiéu ngdp ngwng, c6 1€ 1a d€ th€ hién pham gid ménh phu phu
nhan.

“T6i hi€u la trong sy viéc nay thi chi cting c6 nhiu diéu kho6 noi,
nhwng né€u khong ke ra thi chiing tdi chang thé nao hoan thanh trach nhiém
tim ra hung tha sat hai Yasuko. Mong chj biét gi thi cir k€ cho ching toi
dwoc khong?”

“Vang, toi hi€u...” Atsuko <;1‘éo mét nhin quanh mdt lwot v&i vé ngai
ngan roi ha giong ti€p tuc. “Chac anh va ciu con nho may loi téi néi voi
ong Kahei bén bo thac Nghi Chan h'6i sang chi a?”

“A, vang, chiing t6i ¢6 nghe thay...”

“Chfl\c hai vi thd’y t6i 16 ming nhw vdy thi phai khinh thwong 1im,
nhung dang sau ¢ 1y do cd.”

“Chij ¢6 the cho chiing t6i bi€t 1y do &y dwgrc khong?”

“Vang, la th€¢ nay a.” Atsuko ti€p tuc rot rwou cho Isokawa va
Kindaichi. “That ra 1a chuyén hon phoi gitra Yasuko nha téi va cau Kanao
bén Nwoc nong Kame gan nhw da xong t&i chin phan mwoi r6i.”

“Vang, chung t61 c6 nghe qua. Nhung sau day phia nha Nire lai xen
ngang bao mu6én ga Fumiko cho Kanao phai khong?”

“Vang, vang, hai vi con nghe gi nira khong?”

“Thi th& nén ba chii Nudc néng Kame m&i bat dau phan van...”

“Chi huy a, ba chd bén &y thi phai phan van cai gi co’ chix?”

Trudc cau néi ddy an y, Kindaichi va Isokawa giat minh quay sang nhin
nhau. Trén khée moi Atsuko ldc nay 1a mot nu cwoi ddy ta niém.

“Chi néi vay laco y gi?”

“Vang, cllaalng 1a,” Atsuko néi dén nira ching thi khyng lai nhw swc nho
ra diéu gi. “Oi, hét reou mat roi... Hai vi doii mot chit de toi 18y thém
reou, dang ham néng san roi.”

Atsuko cdt ngang cau chuyén, ¢6 I mot mit 1a d& sdp x&p lai suy ngh,
mat khac 1a nham ki€m tra xem xung quanh c6 gi ba't thwong khong.

Tw day c6 th€ nghe thdy ti€ng nwdc s6i luc buc phat ra bén kia vach



ngan gitra hai phong. Dwong nhw bén dé dwore thiét k& d€ ¢6 the hAm ndng
rrou. Chang may chdc Atsuko da quay lai véi hai vo regru 16m, ¢6 1€ moi
vo phai dwng dwoe gan bomn lit.

“Nao, moi hai vi vira @an com uéng rwgru vira nghe toi k€' tiép.”

“Ruou thi cir d€ da'y da, chuyén ban nay la thé nao a?”

“Chang la th&' nay, cau Kindaichi...”

C‘Vﬁng.’?

“Nha t6i v&i bén hang cén thi gio mot troi mdt vieee qua rod rang r'oi.”

“Mobt troi mot vuc?”

“Vé di€u kién kinh t€ da’y a. No6i ra cling chang hay ho gi, nhwng nha
to1 ki€t qué ldm roéi. Trong khi d6 thi bén hang cin cang ngay cang manh,
chang khac gi mat troi dang 1€n. Puoc mdt gia dinh cé diéu kién nhw vay
cti dau mong ga cb con géi xinh xan cho con trai minh, ba chdt Nwdc néng
Kame viéc gi phai phan van chi.”

“Chéc vi c6 4y mudn gilr tinh nghia v&i nha minh...”

“Chi huy a, thoi budi nay lam gi ¢6 chuyén tinh nghia nira.” Atsuko biu
moi cwoi khay. “Néu an hoi roi thi khdng ndi, day lai mdi chi 1a hira miéng

A9
thoi.

“Vay la chi cho rang con c¢é 1y do nao khac khién ba chi Nwdc ndng
Kame phai phan van v?”

“Vang. Lay Fumiko thi qua hgp 1y vé mat kinh t&. Kiéu gi con bé
chang dwore cho mot dong ctia h'di mon. Nhwng doi lai thi khong khéo sé
bié€n thanh tro cwoi cho cé lang.”

“Y ba chi 1a sa0?”

“Con bé d6... Fumiko 1a mét dira tré khong cha.”

“Tré khong cha?”

Isokawa suyt chit nira 12 sic ra chd rrgru vira udng. Kindaichi dang cén
do mi€ng ndm hwong kho 1ién a khau giwvong mat nhin Atsuko.

“Phai. Cac vi ct thi hdi ngwoi lang ma xem, ¢é ai khdng biét dau. Chi
vi s¢’ the Iyc hang can nén ngoai mat ho khong néi thoi, chir sau lwng van
x1 xa0 suot day.”

“Chi néi th¢’, nghia 1a Fumiko khong phai con gai cua Katsuhei v?”

“Vang, ciu Kindaichi. Fumiko 1a...” Atsuko dang néi d& bdng ngung



ngang. Ly do la giong hat ciia Yukari ém dém vong sang.

May nhanh ld kho ruc ro
phdp phoi bay toi cudi canh dong
Nhitng ngay ha tréi qua,

dix nudi tiée chdng thé’ nao niu giir

Dém pho'i bay dau tién...

“Ua?” Atsuko nin thé l&ng nghe giai diéu ém dém vong lai trong gidy
lat, roi ngdp ngung nhin Isokawa va Kindaichi. “Bai hat nay, 1€ nao la
Chieko sao?”

“Chéic ding 12 Yukari thdi. Dan khong chuyén dau th€ hat dwoc the

nay.”

“Nghia 1a Chieko dén a?”

“Véng, ban nay c¢6 bé cuing Fumiko nha Nire va Satoko bén Nwdc néng
Kame c6 dén chia buon. Ca Harue cling di cling ntra.”

“QOi chao!”

Sau khi T'an lIwgt nhin Isokawa va Kindaichi v&i vé thang thd't thém Tan
nira, Atsuko lai ling im ling nghe giai diéu vong lai. Kindaichi vin kip
nhan ra trong mét ba 16e 1én mot tia u t&i nhw bj thir gi 4m anh.

Cha't giong c6 phan tram khan & nhirtng nd't thap ddy mé hodc nay, phai
néi 1a hét siec phit hop d€ ca't 1én trong mot 1€ viéng.

Sau khi hdt xong 1o ti€hg Nhat, Yukari 1ip lai mot lwot bang 107 tiéng
Phép. T&i lic ¢6 hat xong thi ca can phong vira chim vao im ling lai duoc
1ap ddy bdi nhitng trang vO tay va ti€ng hd reo nhw vii bdo. O bén nay
Atsuko d6t nhién run ray nirc nd.

“That 1a, that 1a...” Ba dwa 0ng tay 4o kimono mong mac trong tang
phuc 1én cham khée mét. Xem chirng con tim lay dong dix doi vi 1o ca cla
Yukari. Ba sut sit néi, “Toi khong hé biét ho dén, Chieko v&i Fumiko, lai
ca Satoko ntra...”

“Ba chi Nwdc nong Kame khong bdo véi chi a?”

“Vang, toi co6 biet dau...”

“La ciu Kanao nho Yukari hat cho vong linh Yasuko mét bai day.”



Nghe t&i diy, Atsuko dot ngdt gao khéc, ring cin vao dng tay do.
Trudc canh twong Ay, Kindaichi va Isokawa dwa mét nhin nhau. Diéu gi da
khi&n trdi tim ngudi phu nit cing rin ban ndy con chzatng nho 18y mot giot
nuwdc mét gio lai lay dong dir doi dén vay? Khong 18 1 ca cta Yukari da
khoét diing vét thwong long nao va s¢ hiru sirc manh da d€ khién ba khong
con kiém ch& dworc, hay 1a...

“Ban b¢ né ai cling vui khde th€” kia, thé¢’ ma tai sao chi minh Yasuko
chia toi lai ra néng ndi 4y... Ong troi that bat cong qud di...”

Liéu nhitng 1&i than than trach phan ngit quing gitra ti€ng gao khéc cia
Atsuko c6 thyc sy dang tin?

DAau sao thi triede sy bién chuyén qud siec dot ngdt do, Kindaichi va
Isokawa chi biét ddi theo than hinh run rdy clia Atsuko véi sic mit ba't Iuc.
T4t nhién, 1a mot ngwoi me binh thwong thi ¢6 phan ¢ng thé nay ciling
khong c6 gi ki la...

Atsuko ti€p tuc nirc né thém mdt lic réi mdi gat nwde mét va néi, “Bat
lich sw qua! Chéc hai vi thd'y nyc cudi 1dm, ngan ndy tudi dau roi ma gao
khoc nhw con nit vay.”

“Pau cd. Chi than khéc nhwe vay cling 1a 1€ ty nhi€n thdi. C6 khong khoc
thi m&i 1a ba't thweong &y chie. Ma chi nay...”

“Vang.”

“Phai gang hoéi trong khi chi con dang xic dong thi chgng ra lam sao,
nhwng viéc ban nay... chi cé thé k€ cho ching tdi 16 hon vé Fumiko nha
Nire khong?”

“Da.” Atsuko khong gidu noi nét ngai ngan. “Fumiko dén viéng ma toi
thi lai ng'6i diy k& nhirng chuyén nay... Bi€t 1a tan nhin nhung c6 1€ khong
noi khong duoce.”

“Vang, mong chij ctt néi cho chiing to6i nghe, ding nao thi d&nh nwde nay
ma lai bd d& thi khong dé chiju gi.”

“Vang... bit dau tr dau dwoc nhi...”

“A, hay 1a th& nay di, chi huy.” Kindaichi xen ngang. “Anh ci dit ting
ciu hoi mot d€ chi Ay tra 1oi xem.”

“Vang, lam theo cach ciu ndi cling On...”

“A, r, vay cit the’ di. Chd gitip anh dit cAu hdi nhé!”



“Vang. Xem nao... trede ti€n cho tdi hdi mot diéu... Chi bdo Fumiko
khong phai con gai Kahei, suy ra v¢gr Kahei ngoai tinh v&i mét ngueoi dan
ong khac, phai khong?”

“Da khong phai.” Atsuko hap tdp bac bd. “Y toi 1a ¢d Fumiko khéng
phéi do vo ch'ong 6ng Kahei sinh ra.”

“Thé& thi c6 &y rdt cudc la con ai?”

“Um... nguoi cha thi téi khong 13, nhung me cd bé thi toi biét. Ong
Kahei c6 m6t ngwoi em gai tén Sakie... tirc 1a ¢6 con gdi udt cda cu tién chu
Nihei &y a. C6 @y da di lam dau & Tottori, nhung dan lang ai chflng biet
Fumiko 1a do Sakie dwt rudt dé ra.”

“Thé& a.” Isokawa va Kindaichi lai nhin nhau. “Khong c6 manh md&i gi
V€ nguwoi cha sao?”

“A, chuyén dé... laki 18m...”

“Laki?”

“La thé& nay. Cu Nihei ¢6 ca thdy sdu ngwoi con, dng Kahei 1a tredng,
con co Sakie tdi vira nhic thi 12 Gt. Cho nén hai nguwdi tuy 1a anh em nhung
cach nhau gén hai chuc tudi. Tot nghiép treong nir sinh bén Soja xong, ¢
Sakie dwore giri dén Kobe, chd nha chdng chi cd, tirc em géi k& dng Kahei
d€ theo hoc cao dealng cua Hoc vién J. V€ sau bj ké nao d6 lam cho c¢6 thai.”

“Ra vay ra vdy... Sao nra?”

“Th& rdi...” Atsuko vaAn con doi chit ngai ngan nhung sic mit da dan
18y lai nét h'ong hao. “Chuyén xdy ra & Kobe chit khong phai trong lang
nén cheamg ai bi€t lai lich tay kia, nhwng c6 Ian 6ng chll nha quan cai n6i
ring...”

“Rédng sao?”

“Réng, c6 khi 12 Onda ciing nén...”

“Onda?” Isokawa ba't gidc lip lai bang modt giong vang vong khip nha
phu. Giit thét vi am lwgng minh vira thd't ra, dng voi dao méit mét lwot
khip xung quanh rdi lai ha giong xudng thAp qud mic can thiét. “Onda, 1a
tay ltra ddo da gi€t hai Genjiro cia Nwd'c néng Kame r'6i bd tron a?”

“Vang, chinh la ga dan 6ng d6.” Atsuko théng thirng ddp, mét da kho 18.
Dudng nhu trong ba ldc nay 1a k&t tinh cta y chi rin rdi hon ca sit d4,
khong phdi 1a Atsuko u udt e dé khién nguoi ta thwong cam ban nay nira,



ma 12 Atsuko thdn nhién vach ra nhing diéu tan nhan c6 th& lam ton
thwong Fumiko. Anh mét sic lem da né6i 1én tat ca.

“Xin 16i, toi cit ngang mdt chit...” Kindaichi hing giong, pha v& sy im
lang day cdng th:flng. “Hoan c6 can ctr gi, hay don thuan chi la suy doan
th6i?”

“Chflng la 6ng chu nha quan cai ¢6 ho hang & Kobe, nén cé Ian 6ng &y
di tau tir Himeji 1én dA’y thi bit gidp Onda v&i Sakie ngdi ciing toa. BAYy gicr
hai ngwoi gida do khong quen bi€t nhau, nhwng mot hém khac 6ng chu nha
quan cai lai tdn mét tha'y ho sdnh ddi & Kobe. Piing r'di, dng 4y bao chic 1a
Sakie d giip Onda trén tau quay lai Kobe trong mot Tan vé qué, va bét dau
cip ke. Ong con cuwdi bao mot tay déo miéng nhw gi ta thi cwa d6 miy co
Sakie chi la chuyén vat.”

“Chéc chi biét tay Onda d6 chi¥? Du sao thi g ciing tirng ta tic & day
mot thoi gian ma...”

“Vang... mot thoi gian ngin thoi... Ping 14 gd qud ddi déo miéng, ai
cling bi Iwra hét...”

“Vay thi 6ng Kahei biét cha ciia Fumiko la Onda Ikuzo ch?”

“Vang, chic 1a biét a...”

Kindaichi nhé lai Tan dau gip Kahei & nha tim Nudc néng Kame.
Giong diéu Kahei khi &y ctt nh mudn dao bdi lai vu 4n ndm 1932 viy...
Co6 1€ ban than Kahei cling mudn tim hi€u thém ve€ lai lich ciia Onda Ikuzo.
DA4u sao thi sau ngAn 4y nim nudi con tu hd, 6ng ta c6 thic méic nhw vay
cting khong c6 gi 1a la.

Suy dén cliing tay Onda nay la ngwoi thé nao? Mot ké dot nhién xuat
hién tai lang vao mua thu nim 1931, gieo ric da thtt chuyén roi dot ngot
bién mA' sau thdm 4n vao mia thu ndm tiép theo, ching d¢€ lai chdt manh
m&i gi vé lai lich cia minh trong khi lai gii gdm giot mdu vao bung ca
Bessho Harue 14n Nire Sakie, d€ roi Yukari va Fumiko sinh ra trén doi
nay...

Kindaichi nh& lai 101 ba chil Ito bén 1 quan Izutsu. “To6i vAn cdm tha’y
tay Onda kia khong phai ké gy ra chuyén tan nhan dén vay. Co' ma dau sao
khi 4y ngwoi ta van con tré tudi bong bot va 1am nhiéu viéc khong ding
din nira.” Nghe chirng Ito biét cd chuyén nay. Phdi chiing Sakie ciing giong
Harue, tirng hen ho véi Onda & Izutsu?! C6 th€ Hoan biét dwoc quan hé



gitra Onda va Sakie thong qua bén d6. Lic nao phai hdi Ito thém mot Ian
cho rd ma&i duorc. ..

“Chi nay,” Isokawa tiép tuc hdi, mit vin chwa hét bang hoang truedc sy
that qud doi khé tin m&i dwge phoi bay. “Nghia 1a hai ¢6 Yukari va Fumiko
dang & bén kia la chi em cung cha khac me?”

“Vang, chinh th&.” Atsuko thealng thin d4p, khuén mit vin nguyén vé
cirng rén.

“Liéu ban than hai cd bé va ngwoi lang ¢6 bi€t chuyén nay khong?”

“Chéc 1a khong a. Viéc Fumiko khong phdi con dé& ma thit ra la chau
gai Kahei thi ai cling bi€t, nhung c6 Ié chaalng ai ngo’ noi con bé lai 1a giot
mdu ctua Onda dau. Nghe chwng 6ng Kahei khdong cé y dinh néi cho
Fumiko bi€t chuyén d6.”

“Kahei x& 1y ra sao? Du gi cling phai thu x&p cho danh chinh ngén
thudn nhi?”

“Vang, chaalng la Hideko, ba vor m&i ma't nam ngodi ciia 6ng Kahei von
la ngwoi Hyogo vé day lam dau, h'6i &y néi um 1én 1a ¢ bau mudn sinh &
nha ngoai, va dwa Sakie di cung. Di nhién 1a Sakie phai bo hoc. BDén khi
dta tré chao doi thi Hideko ‘mang ve day voi te cdch con minh. Sakie lai
dwoc gri dén Kobe tiép, chang may chdc thi dwoe gi téi Tottori. Ay Vay
nhueng ai ma chang bi€t tong sy that 1a th&” nao. Gidu vao dau duoec...
Miéng thi ti€t 10 nhing uin khic doi ngwoi, nhung mit van cirng dor lanh
tanh. Thai d0 vd cam cia Atsuko khi€n nguoi ta lién twdng tdi nhirng
chi€c mat na kich Noh.

“Chj nay,” Isokawa dang hing 14y 1& rdi di vao van dé. “Chuyén dé
lién quan t&i vu an mai day a?”

“Khong, chaamg 1a...” Nhic t&i chi dé nay, Atsuko lai hoi dd mit,
nhung chaamg may chdc da 187y lai vé diém tinh. “T6i khong cé y d6. Chi la
vé mit hon phdi thi Fumiko c6 ti v&t so voi Yasuko nha toi, va 6ng Kahei
hiéu r6 hon ai hét. Biéu td6i mudn ndi chi cé vay thoi.”

“T6i hi€u r'6i.” Kindaichi git gu. “Thé& nén sang nay chi md&i thot ra
nhirng 1oi nhw thé” phai khéng.”

“Vang, vé sau nght lai thi t61 d€n toat mo hoi hot vi sy 16 mang cla
minh, nhung to1 chang th€ nghi ra ké nao khac nhin tim dén mirc &y vdi
con bé nén 10' mié€ng...



“T6i hi€u cam giac cua chi... Tuy nhién, c6 di€u nay tdéi mudén hoi
thém...”

Kindaichi dé cap t&i chiéc hil va chiéc phéu tai hién treong, Atsuko chi
dap 1a ba thdy la ch chflng hi€u ching cé y nghia gi. Kindaichi bén hoi
li€u vung nay c6 truyén thuyét hay di€n tich truyén miéng nao li€én quan
dén hii phéu khong, thi ba néi minh ti¥ noi khdc d&n lam dau nén khong rd
may chuyén ngay xwa, hoa may me chong ba hay 6ng chi nha quan cai
moi biét.

Cau chuyén ctr thé ré sang hwdng Tatara Hoan. Giong Rika nha Nwdc
néng Kame, Atsuko ciing nhdn manh ring minh cim thdy Hoan 1a mot
ngwoi dang sor, khong thé chil quan dwore. Tuy nhién ¢6 vé dén gior ba moi
biét va trom tron méit ngac nhién vi ma’y miéng sushi diu phu minh géi cho
Hoan hom gid Utaro hién dang tréd thanh mot manh mdi quan trong.

“C6 ddc sat quan thao trong may mi€ng sushi ddu phu a... Khong the€
nao... Khong th€ nao...” Ba néi voi vé gidn die. “Ma k€ ca ding thé thi
cling do ké xau cho thém vao sau thdi. Quanh nha quan cai thi thi€u gi cai
giong ay.”

Lang im suy nghi mdt h'61, Atsuko 12y lai binh tinh roi ti€p tuc, “N6i
chung la khong li€n quan gi dé€n nha td61 dau a. Nhue Eiko da néi dd'y, chinh
tay me chong toi gip tirng miéng d€ ching toi gbi vao be tre cho ong AYy.
Toi sdu miéng, Eiko sdu mi€ng. Ca toi 1an ba cu hay Eiko déu khong lam
maYy chuyén thit ditc nhw ha doc 6ng chii nha quan cai dau. O ho hd.”

Tuy nhién, chinh di€éu cwoi khanh khach thi€u ty nhién ma Atsuko thém
vao cudi ciu lai khién Isokawa va Kindaichi dwa mét nhin nhau. K& tir lic
chuyén cha dé sang Hoan, Atsuko t6 ra di (rng thd’y rd6. Va ba thyc sy bling
no khi ho di sau vao nghi van Hoan con sdng hay da chét, n€u da chét thi
liéu m&y miéng sushi ddu phu 6ng mang tr nha nay vé c6 ddc sit quan
thao khong... Ly do gi khi€n ba phan tng nhw vy chi?

Atsuko rung dui cwoi khanh khach thém mot ldc roi méi dung lai.
Isokawa kién nhin doi ba cudi xong méi ti€p tuc, “A phai roi, cdm on chi
vE€ chuyén h'd1 chiéu nhé.”

“Chuyén h'6i chiéu la chuyén gi nhi?”

“L4 thw da din du cd Yasuko Ay... Manh gid'y néi 1a s€ cho cO &y biét
s that vé cdi chét ciia cha minh...” Isokawa néi v&i anh mét do hdi.



“A, viéc d6 a...” Atsuko da kip 14y lai thai do 1ap léng thwong ngay va
chi trd 1osi m6t cach vo thwdng vo phat. “Khong hi€u sao Yasuko lai d€ mot
1a thw nhw vay danh lwa... Toi c6 gidu gi con bé vE bd nd phit 14am chung
dau co’ chr. Chuyén nay hai vi ¢ hdi 6ng gia nha Honda 1a r5.”

“A, khong, chj a...”

Isokawa dang dinh néi ti&ép, Kindaichi d4 xen vao cit ngang 1&1i 6ng.

“Véng, ban nay ching t6i da hoi 6ng gia Honda roi. Ong bao la xung
quanh céi ch€t ciia anh nha chang c6 gi ddng ngo’ ca, va van dé nam & viée
tai sao Yasuko lai bj 14 the dan du, ding nhw chi néi...

Atsuko dap lai anh mét ctia Kindaichi bing c4i nhin lanh ling va rén roi
thwong 1€.

“C6 1€ 1a do con gdi tudi nay hay c6 chiéu hwdng phire tap hda sy doi
chidng... Ty nhién nghe bao céi chét cia cha minh cé an chira bi mat, r'oi
nGi con higu ki di theo 101 du db... Au ciling c6 the hi€u dwore. Nhat 1a con
bé ching ngd lai ¢6 ké rép tdm sat hai minh chi!”

Thodng c6 béng mo bao phii ddi méit danh thép ctia Atsuko, song mau
chong tan bi€n nhw hoi swong, d€’ lai nhirng giot 1& ngan ngan trén khée mi
ba.

“Vang, chic 1a th&' r6i.” Kindaichi gat dau, khong heé td ra nghi ngo gi.

Sau nay, Kindaichi m&i biét 1a t67 d6 ¢c6 mot chuyén ki la xay ra ngay
tai nha Yura.

Chuyén xay ra tdm 9 gio tdi, nghia 1a khi anh dang cung Isokawa tro
chuyén v&i Atsuko bén nha phy. C6 hang x6m tén Masako sang gitp viéc
ma chay, bd’y gio thd'y thi€u cii nén ra chdi gd nhd sau nha d€ 14’y thém.
Mudn t&i choi thi bit budc phai di qua nha kho vach dat.

Nha kho hang hii ngay tredc noi ti€ng 1a noi cit gitr khong biét bao
nhiéu vang bac chiu bdu, nhung hin da thay d6i kha nhiéu trong mwoi nam
sau chién tranh. B€ ngoai ciling hw hai twong ddi vi khong tu bd gi sudt tw
thoi chién dé&n gid. Anh triing sang roi khi d6 soi t& vai nhanh cay dai khé
lay dong theo gid trén méi kho.

Chat xong nam bd cdi 1én chi€c xe rua day theo tw bép ra, Masako dang
dinh quay lai nha chinh thi v thirc nhin 1én twong nha kho, d€ r'oi giat



minh khyng lai. Phan chi€u trén twong nha kho 1a mot cai bong khong 10,
choan gan hét mang twong. Vi to nhw vay nén ban dau Masako khdng nhan
ra ngay 1a bong gi. B&n khi nhén ra thi tim nhw déng cieng. D6 1a béng mot
ba gia lwng cong nhu canh cung. Pau g6i run 1ay bay, Masako nhin quanh
de tim xem ba gla & dau, thi phat hién ra la bi che khuad't & bén kia tup nha
cho nguwdi 1am nim d6i dién v&i nha kho. Ma nha hang hii bay gio chang
con mot mdng nguwoi lam nao ca... Trong hinh dang, c6 the€ doan ba gia
dang ndp & tip nha ngwoi lam d€ tham do tinh hinh bén nha chinh. Nghe
long trao 1€n lo s¢r, Masako bd lai xe ruia r'oi lang 1€ roi di, phai ¢ hét stec
binh sinh m¢&i 18t dwore d6i chan run ray nhw chwc nga vé téi bép nha
chinh. Vira budc qua cénh ctra treot khung gd bit gidy d€ dit chan vao
thém da't nha bép, cb da cheatng coOn chit hoi strc nao ntra.

“Ba gia... ba gia...” Masako chi kip thdt 1én nhw vdy r6i budng minh
xudng mot géc san gb va cir thé” do vit ra.

“Masako, chau sao vay? Chezlng phai la chau di 18y thém cui v?” Kane,
mot ba thim trong x6m dang nhém 16 d& quay qua dui mét cho d& khéi roi
thang thd't nhin Masako.

“Sor 1dm, chau sor 1dm. Ba gia d&n roi. Ba ta dang niip chd nha nguoi
lam nhom sang bén nay da’y. Chau s¢ qua!”

“Ba gia?” Vua lic Rika t¢i 18y thém rwou, nghe vay 1ién gidt minh hoi.
“Masako, chuyén la thé¢' nao?”

“Ba gia da mo dén tan day roéi, dang tron trong tip nha cho nguoi lam
Ay. Chau thay béng ba ta. Chic lai nung nd'u y dinh giét ai kia. Chdu sor, sor
1&m!”

Rika khong néi gi, ctr thé bwdc xudng thém dat va x4 18y mot déi dép
c6i khong bi€t cda ai. “Masako, 1a bén nha kho phai khong?”

“Khong dwgrc dau ¢6 oi. Co khong the’ di mdt minh dwoc.”

B4t chap lovi can ngdn clia Masako, Rika van lao di. Lién do6 lai ¢6 hai
ba tr nha chinh xu6ng bép, nghe Masako k& vé ba gia ben dé xuat ta't ca
cung qua xem sao. Thé& r'oi bdn ngwoi, k€ cd Kane dang nhém 10 dé cling
rong ran ra nha kho, nhung t&i noi chi thd'y Rika dang nhiit lai ma’y khic
cti ban nay mai rot khoi xe rua.

“Masako, cdi bong cia ba gia ma chau bao ban niy & dau co?”

“Kia a. Ngay trén burc twong kia kia. N6 choan géan hét ca buc twong,



nhin hét nhw quy cong vay.”

Bon nguoi ngudc 1én birc twong Masako chi roi lai quay sang nhin
nhau. Noi d6 sap bong nén du cé ai dieng trong nha ngwoi lam thi trang
ciing khong thé€ hit béng ho 1&n chodn ca twong duorc.

“Masako, hay 13 chiu gip d4c mong thoi. Ban ndy trong phong cé thip
den khong?”

“Khong phadi, khong phdi mong dau. Chdau nhin thdy that ma. Cé mét
cdi béng trong nhw quy cong pht kin birc twong that ma...”

Masako giam chan binh bich khaamg dinh minh da th@y cdi bong cia ba
gia kia, nhung chang ai tin 101 ¢ nita. Dau vay, d& cho chic ho van kiém
tra mot lwgt xung quanh nha kho va trong ngoai nha ngwei lam, nhung
khong phat hién ra di€u gi ba't thwong.

Két cuc, moi ngwoi déu cho 1a Masako da nhin thdy mot do giac quai
dan. Ai cling n6i vdy nén Masako danh nghe theo di ban thin vin ban tin
ban nghi. Th& nén, tredec khi mot sy kién khac xay ra thi chi ¢6 nam phu ni
nay biét t&i sy ¢6' nho nho do.

D61 voi Kindaichi va Isokawa thi hdm &y 1a m6t ngay day bi€n dong.
Nghe Yura Atsuko ti€t 16 bi mat vé sy ra doi ciia Fumiko xong, nira tiéng
sau hai ngwoi lai toi mét noi khac. Gio thi ho dang ng'6i trong phong khach
biét thy Yukari, tirc ng6i nha mé&i ma Yukari xay cho bd me trén danh nghia
ctia minh. Ng'6i do6i dién ho 1a Yukari va Harue, cling ngwoi dan 6ng dang
ngo t€n Kusakabe Koreya.

Pong h' da chi 10 gio’ dworec mét lic.

Kusakabe Koreya khodng ngoai ngii tuan, s& hitu hinh thé khde khodn
nam tinh va mai téc hoa tiéu bu xit vudt ngwore ra sau. Tw Man Chau tré vé
nén vé hao hoa phong nha cua 6ng con dwoce to di€ém thém nét phong tran.
Ay vay nhung riéng viéc da khuya ma dng con deo 1t 1 ciip kinh rAm mau
tim lai khi€n ngudi ta tha’y ddng ngo. Ong mic so' mi sic s& va quian léng.
Ong tay 4o ngin pho ra cdnh tay khd co bip. CG tay trdi deo mdt chiéc
ddng h'd vang to twdng.

“Puoc gap ciu Kindaichi theé nay that quy héa. To1 da nghe danh ciu
lau 14m r'oi, chgng ngo lai gdp mat nhau day.”

Kindaichi va Isokawa di v&i me con Harue sau khi roi 1€ viéng nha
Yura. Fumiko va Satoko di cuing ho ra t&i cong va tw biét ngay & do...



“C6 gi dau, han hanh dwoc gip anh.” Kindaichi khé cdi dau ddp 1€,
dong thoi gai son sot 1én méi dAu t& qua theo théi quen mdi MAn ngwong
nghiu. “Mudn réi ma con lam phién moi nguoi...”

“Pau c6.” Kusakabe li€c mat 1én chiéc dong h'o ki€u cach dit trén 1o
swdi. “Mdi ¢6 10 gio 10 phiit. O Tokyo thi gio ndy méi bit ddu budi 61
tho6i, nén hai ngwoi cir thong tha ng'6i choi. Mama o1...”

“Vang.”

“Sao em khong rét whiskey moi hai vi day nhi?”

“Thoi, rworu thi ching t6i xin du.” Isokawa thé phi pho ra ddu ngan
reou 14m roi. “To1 nay ching t6i dd ng'di qua hai mam. N&u dwoe thi ¢d
cho ching t6i xin c6'c nwdc mat thoi...”

“Me a, hay la 18y nwdc qua di.” Yukari buwdce toi canh Kusakabe, trén
minh van khoédc nguyén bo dam da hoi ban nay. Co ng'di xudng tay vin clia
gh& r'6i vong tay qua c¢6 6ng v&i vé nhong nhéo. “Théy a, con vira hat mot
bai trong 1€ viéng day.”

“Thé& cor a Yukari, con lai con trinh dién trong 1€ vi€ng nira sao?”

“Vang, tai ch'ong sip cudi clia Yasuko dé nghi. Mudn con hit mot bai
cho vong linh ban 2y...”

“Vay sao, ban 2y da c6 hon phu roi a?”

“Véng, la nguoi ma tdi qua thay khen 1a ¢6 chi't giong kha &Yy...”

“A, 1a thanh nién tén Kanao day sao...”

“Vang, mit anh Ay trong budn 1dm. Trong khi hat con nhin xudng ma
mudn khoc theo ludn. Tai anh ctr thon thiec mai lai chging budn lau nwdc
méat.”

“Con hat bai gi cho moi ngwoi & da’y thé?”

“Ld kho a.”

“A, Ir, th& thi t5t r'6i.”

Ping lic &y Harue bung mét cdi khay mau bac véi ma’y c6¢c nwde qua
tré lai. Thay vay, Yukari Ii€n nhdy t6t xudng khoéi tay vin gh&’, don 13y
nwdc moi Kindaichi va Isokawa. Co nang nay thao hién da'y!

Sau khi dwa nwdc qua moi Kusakabe, Harue dinh rovi di thi 6ng ta goi,
“A, mama ndy, em ct & lai ddy di. Chic cdu Kindaichi va chi huy Isokawa
c6 chuyén mudn hdi em da’y. bing khong hai vi?”



“Vang...”

“Né&u can thi d€ toi tranh mat nhé.”

“A, khong can dau.” Kusakabe toan dirng Ién thi Isokawa da voi va dwa
hai tay ra can dng. “Anh cit ng'6i lai di. Chic anh bi&t vu 1932 ch?”

“Vang, ta't nhién roi.” Kusakabe lai bubng minh xudng gh€’. “Ching t61
dén day chinh la vi vy do.”

“Anh néi vay 12?” Isokawa dwa 4nh mét do xét nhin xuyén qua 1&p kinh
ram cua Kusakabe.

V&i vé hirng thd, Kindaichi chdm chd quan sat ngeoi dan 6ng hao hoa
voi mai téc hoa rAm kia. N&u suy dodn cha Isokawa la ding thi 6ng ta
chinh 14 Genjiro cia Nudc néng Kame. Ngay ca Rika dwong nhu ciing bét
dau nghi ngo'. ..

Thé& nhung, Kusakabe lai m& 1o trede voi thai do hét sirc ty nhién,
“Vay thi, ha ha ha... Théi d€ anh n6i luén nhé mama?”

Khong 1o vi sao, Harue bdng dwng dd6 mit va van vo chiéc khin mii
soa dit trén ddu godi. Ba chwa kip ndéi gi thi Yukari t bén canh da xen
ngang bang giong th.’fmg than.

“Théy ct n6i lubn di a. Chzatng phai thy van bdo tuy dng chil nha quan
cai mat tich thi phién, nhung may la con cé chi huy Isokawa & diy day
sao?”

“U, ding rdi, cdm on con, Yukari. Mama d6ng y chir?”

“Véng, anh ctr ndi di a.”

Harue tra 1o, giong trdm thdp nhwng dut khodt. Kindaichi nhay bén
nhin ra nét tng h'ong trén m4 ba ngay khodnh khic d6 di dwoc thay the
bang vé xanh xao cing théng.

“U, dwoc roi. That ra 1a the nay, chi huy va cau Kindaichi...”

“Vang.”

“T6i mudn k&t hon véi mama day. Yukari cling ing hd ching tdi dén
voi nhau. Trén phwong dién phap luat chéng cé tré ngai gi, vi theo ho tich
thi ¢6 4y con doc thAn ma. Tuy nhién, trong 10ng mama van vedng ban mot
chuyén...”

“Trong 1dong cd Ay van vwdng ban mot chuyén w?” Isokawa tiép tuc
nhin thfmg vao mit Kusakabe sau 1&p kinh ram. Anh mét séc lem cia ong



ryc sdng nhw cé ngon Itra an sau bén trong. Kindaichi ty dung thd’y ¢ hong
minh kho khdc di.

“Nghia 1a th&' ndy a...” Kusakabe 16 vé& bdi rdi nhu th€ khong biét dién
dat th& nao. “La vé papa cua Yukari.”

“A, 1a tay Onda &y ha? Nhung vé mit phdp 1y thi gd c6 quyén doi hoi
gi & cO Harue dau.”

“Vang, thé¢ nén t6i m&i ndi la chfmg cé trd ngai gi v€ phdp luit ngan
can chung toi 14y nhau. Chi 12 mama van bdn khoin ngd nhé papa cuia
Yukari con sdng va mot ngdy kia dot nhién tdi xud't, mama s& thay c6 10i
v&i toi... VAn dé nim & daYy thoi.”

“Lam sao c6 chuyén nhw vay dwoc. Tay d6 da pham phai tdi 4c tay dinh
la gi€t ngwoi nira ma.”

“Vang, theo 1€ thwong thi ding nhw thé”. Nhung tim 1y con ngwoi nhiéu
khi khong phai 1a thé cir dem 1€ thwong vao la giai tda dwoe. Noi céch
khéc, ndi viedng ban ctia mama diy nim & van dé cin ban nhat 12 papa clia
Yukari con sdng hay da chét. Nghia 12 néu nguwdi ta da chét thi co &y sén
sang cha’p thun 187y t6i. Nhung néu ga ta con sdng dau do trén doi nay thi
cd &y lai muén & vay d€ theong nhd t&i cudi doi... N6i cach khac 1a tw
trdng cd Ay bao thli 1m, nhung da’y lai 12 di€m khién tdi dem 1ong mén
thrrong. Van dé r6i rim th& da’y cau a! Ha ha ha.”

“O, toi hiéu réi.” Kindaichi gt gii. Anh liéc sang bén thi thdy tia sdng
trong mét Isokawa dang lui dan, xem chirng dng dd nhan ra ring minh Mm.
“Nhung ban ndy anh néi minh t&i day vi vu 1932,1a c6 y gi?”

“A, 12 th& ndy...” Kusakabe chdm rdi ngdm tau thudc roi méi tiép tuc.
“Theo nhw mama day k€ thi Onda, tirc papa ctia Yukari, khong c6 vé gi la
ngwoi xau. Ngay cd vu lum xum kia, tuy két cuc thanh ra lra ddo rum
beng, nhung c6 &y van khong cho rang gi 1a hang ngudi ngay tir dau da 1én
k& hoach d€ gai bay ké khac, néi gi dén gi€t ngwdi bd tron... Tham chi ¢
c& s gi budc phai gi€t nguwoi thi ga cling sé thd that va din cd Ay tron
cung. No6i cach khéc, cho du nguoi thwong ¢6 1a hung pham thi mama day
van quyét tredc sau nhw mot vori ké do. Va chinh papa clia Yukari cling
hi€u 1a mama hét sirc nang long vé&i minh.”

“Vang, toi hi€u roi. Sao nra?”

“Tuy nhién h'6i &y mama con tré nén r6i boi hodng loan khong biét lam



sao. Khi canh sat thim van, c6 &y cling khong bi€t dwong trinh bay 16p
lang nhirng di€u nay. H6i chién tranh va dau hdu chién vé day so tan, co
&y lai nghe 6ng chii nha quan cai k& mdt chuyén ba't ngo, rang mot thanh
vién trong ban chuyén 4n khi treére van ludn nghi rang nan nhan khong phai
Genjiro clia Nwd'c néng Kame, ma 1a papa ctia Yukari... Thanh vién &y
chinh 1a anh d’y, chi huy a. D61 v&i mama diy thi kha ndng d6 qua 1a ndi
bat hanh khon ta, nhung v&i teong lai cia Yukari thi lai 1a tia hi vong le 16i.
C6 bé sé khong con bi goi 1a con gdi ctia ké sat nhan nira. Mama m&i cho
toi bi€t chuyén nay gan day thoi. Toi ben dé xudt veé lai lang tim 6ng chu
nha quan cai héi xem ngon nganh thé nao, nhan lic 6ng &y con so6ng.”

T&i ddy thi niém hi vong clia Isokawa toi nghiép da chinh thirc tét
ngém. Nguwoi dan 6ng voi chat giong khong hé pha tron khau dm Kansai
nay ro rang khong phai 1a Genjiro ctia Nuwdc néng Kame hay Aoyagi Shiro
thuy€t minh phim.

“Chi nay!” Xem vé Isokawa da bi day xudng tidn ddy that vong va
chealng con tdm trang nao m¢& loi, Kindaichi danh thay ong hdi chuyén.
“Papa ctia Yukari khi d6 c6 bi€t chi dang mang thai khong?”

“Tat nhién la ¢6 ch.”

“Bay gio g3 ta dinh sip x&p cho chi th& nao?”

“Anh &y bdo ¢6 nd6i ra thi cha me hai bén cling khong chap nhan dau,
nén dgi cong viéc hom hom r'di hai dira cing qua Man Chéu, sinh né xong
ma&i cau xin 6ng ba ndi ngoai tha thir. Anh &y da hira voi tdi nhw thé””

“Cho nén mama moi...”

Kusakabe xen ngang bo sung,

“... nghi la gi c6 gi€t ngwoi roi cao chay xa bay thi cling s&€ din minh
theo. T&i khi vé day so tdn va nghe 6ng chi nha quan cai k€ cho chuyén
ban niy, cd &'y da nghién ngim lai va suy ra nhw vay.”

“Chj chwa ting nhin thdy thi th€ nan nhan bj sét hai tai gian nha phu
ctia Hoan phai khéng?”

“Vang, t61 chwa thay a. Ho61 do6 ai ciing cho la anh Genjiro ma.”

Cau chuyén ti¢p tuc bang nhitng ciu hdi ctia Kindaichi vé tinh hinh dao
dy. Dén tAm 12 gio’ d&m thi Katsuhei va Goro ddt nhién tim t&i voi vé hot
hai.

“Yukari nay, Fumiko c6 qua day khong?”



“Da khong, bon em chia tay v&i Fumiko tw hai ti€ng trede & cong nha
Yura... Ban &y v€ cung Satoko ma...”

“Khong ai thd'y Fumiko dau ha cidu Katsuhei?” Kindaichi va Isokawa
cung ding bat dy v&i vé mat cho thd’y ho dang sdn gai 6¢.

“Véang, nhw Satoko néi thi hai dra ttr bi€t & trwedc ctra nha chau, va
Fumiko di hén vao nha ré6i. Th& ma cheamg ai tha’y con bé & dau ca. L& nao
lai 1a ba gia kia...” M4t Katsuhei tron trieng. Ngwori ciu run 14y bay.

Pém do, ca lang Pau Quy lai mot Tan nra dot dudc roi den do x6 di
lung suc khip noi. Nhung phai d&n t& mo sang hdm sau, ho méi phét hién
duorc thi th€ cia Fumiko.



chUchdba gop chuuén

bing nhu chir “quy” trong tén minh, lang Pau Quy bay gio cir nhw bi
quy am vay. Ca lang cung chdn dong, d€ r'oi cung roi vao trang thai hoan
toan té lict.

“Chua tirng thay 18 Obon nao thé nay. Qua that 1a chwa ting.” Hoi cao
tudi than tho.

“Rot cude ba gia d6 dang tr6n & dau co ch?” Pam thanh nién nén
nong.

Nguwoi phat hién ra thi thé’ cda Fumiko la Tatsuzo hii chim.

Sau hai dém lién thitc tring ling suc, Tatsuzo phd phac ci ngudi nén
danh tach doan ldc to mo’ sang d€ tat qua xwdng reou Hang Can lam mot
chén cay hong x&'¢ lai tinh théan cho tinh téo.

Pang cam chi€c cd'c day day hing thir cha't 1dng do tia nhin nhw thudc
doc chdy ra tir voi thung, Tatsuzo bdng thd’y cé thir gi 14p lanh ding xa.
Vira hay lic d6, hirng dong 16 dang, khi€n nha kho chim vao 1an ning ban
mai mo 4o thanh thuin. Va dwdi san nha tranh t6i tranh sdng, cé vai ba
cham nh@p nhdy anh vang.

“Gi ntra ddy.” Tatsuzo top nhanh th regru chua loét r'oi dit co'c xudng
bwdc vé phia d6. Va ong trong thay, ding sau dong thiing regru nho chinh
la Nire Fumiko mac d'6 tang, bi tréi nghién ndm trén mit san bui bim.

Con chodng véang cua Tatsuzo chgng ma’y chdc da 1ay lan khip lang.

Cai chét cta Nire Fumiko nhw sét danh ngang tai v&i hét thay cw dan.
Khi Kindaichi, Isokawa cuing mot s& ngwoi khac voi va leo 1én nga twe Coi
Luan H6i d€ t&i hién treong thi khip hém ndi di chat kin ngudi. Mot s&
ngay ngo con xdc vao xwdng regu Hang Can suc sao loan ca 1én.

Thanh tra Tachibana dién tiét quit méing roi dudi tit cd ngudi lang ra
khéi xwdng, chi gitr lai minh Tatsuzo. Quay nhin vao géc xwdng mot Ian



nita, mét dng van birng birng Ia gidn. Thanh tra ¢t ding sing ra d6, thé
cling khong noi.

Mot ldc sau van khong mot ai 1én ti€ng. Ca Kindaichi 14n Isokawa va
may diéu tra vién, tuan tra vién déu ding nhw troi trong.

Dot nhién, thanh tra Tachibana hwdng 4nh mét ddy nhitng tia mau dé do
thi€u ngl va tiec gidn clia minh veé phia Tatsuzo.

“C6 phai anh bay ra trd nay khong?” Ong hdi bang giong cong kich.

“Sao c6 thé! Khi tdi t&i ddy thi cdi x4c dd lanh ngét roi.”

“K... khong phdi!” Tachibana hét 1&€n gidn dw. “To6i khdng hoi chuyén
day. Toi dang hdi 12 c¢6 phdi anh da nhét cdi thit ki quéi kia vao thit lung
nan nhan khong?”

“Sao c6 thé! Khi t6i phat hi€n thi cdi xac da nhw thé ro6i.”

Thanh tra Tachibana lai quay qua nhin chim cham vao thi th& trén san,
mét vin chwa ngudi lra gidn. L'An nay thi 6ng chia mili dui vé phia
Kindaichi, vin v&i vé mit buc doc.

“Rot cuc:)c 12 th& nao? Tai sao hung tha c phai bay trd nhw vay?” Ong
trach méc bang giong quy chup, y nhw the chuyén xay ra la do Kindaichi.

“Qhﬁc phai c6 y nghia gi ddy. It nhat 13 d67 v&i hung tha thi hanh vi
nay han phai c6 y nghia quan trong.”

“Y nghia quan trong 1a sao...”

“Hém qua thi hii v&i phéu. Hom nay lai 12 cAn va bdng gaol®! al”

Isokawa 14m bam nhw mudn thé hit ra.

Moi nguroi nhin xuéng thi thé Ian nira, hién trrong chim vao im lang.

Thanh tra Tachibana c6 tirc gidn hay chi huy Isokawa c6 thé dai ndo né
déu ché"mg phai chuyén gi khé hi€u. M4t Tan ntra, 4c quy lai gid tro quai dan
trén thi th€ nan nhan.

Fumiko nim d6 trong tw th& Gp mit xudng da't, mot chiéc can don gidt
vao thit lung. Trén ban can 12 mot nhanh bdng gao twong trung cho diém
lanh. Con thtr 18p lanh ma Tatsuzo thd'y ban ndy 1a ma’y thdi vang gid nho
to budc ciing bdng gao. Tuy 1a &6 gid nhwng khong phai lam bang gid'y ma
bang kim loai mdng, nén m&i 14 lanh phan chiu nhitng tia ning ban mai
mua ha.

“Anh Tatsuzo nay,” Kindaichi dui mét v&i vé thi¢u ngli. “Co Yasuko bij



gi€t hom qua la con gai hang hii, con ¢6 Fumiko lan nay la nha hang can
phai khong nhi?”

“DPung roi. O day san xua't regru nho nhan hi€éu Hang Can ma lai.”

“Cau Kindaichi, chuyén do c6 y nghia gi chang?”

“T6i nghi ching ta nén nhin nhin theo hudng &y. Nhung thé thi phéu
v&i bong gao 1a sao nhi?”

Kindaichi 1am bam, khom g&i ngd xuéng mit Fumiko. Dwong nhw bi
trd qudi dan ctia 4c quy hop hon, tat cd nhat thoi quén bing viéc truy tim
nguyén nhan céi ch€t ctia nan nhan.

Fumiko nidm dp mit xudng san nha bui bim. By d6 tang cd mic hoi
x0c xéch & phan gdy. Nguyén nhan t& vong rd nhw ban ngay Ia bi siét co
toi chét. Quanh cd con vét bam do thirng hodc day gi d6 giy ra. Tha doan
gdy an hoan toan giong voi vu Yasuko.

Khi d3o mét t&i nhanh bdng gao, Kindaichi bat gidc nhiu may. Anh voi
ding 1én, quay sang phia Tatsuzo, “Anh da cham vao thi thé’ chwa?”

“A, toi ¢6 nhac cb &y 1én xem thé& nao...”

“Thé& nhanh bdng gao nay thi sao?”

“To61 khong dung dén. Tai to1 nghi chealng bi€t hung thu lai gid tro gi
nua...”

“Quanh day ciing dé ki€m dwoc nhirng nhanh bdng gao thé nay Ay
nhi?”” Kindaichi nh¢ 1a ¢6 trong thdy bdng gao & Nuwdoc néng Kame.

“Bén Soja c6 mot dén tho goi 1a Kunishin. Té€t ndm nao nguoi ta cling
qua dé roi mang ma’y nhanh bong gao vé lam 16¢.”

“Trén Tokyo, ngoai may thdi ving to nhd thi con ¢ ca xidc xic v&i mili
tén trir ta cac thir di kem, nhung & day khong tha'y nhi.”

“C6 ma, dudi nay cling thé. Ca mot dong thdi vang nhd to, r'oi thi tén
trie ta, s6 Pai Phiic!?®!, mit na Pa Phiicl?”! treo ling lging 16n x0n...”

“Tic la trr ma’y thdi vang, ai d6 da 18y di nhirng mén dinh kém khac
roi ha?”

Treo dwdi nhanh bdng gao la bon thdi vang, ba nhé mot to. Isokawa tw
bén canh ngd vao roi 1én ti€ng, “Céi nay 1a mdi bi giat di théi. Day chu
xem, ddu vé&t hang con mai...”

Kindaichi da nhan ra. Nhanh bédng gao da ta mau bui bam, hin 1a do



bay trén ban tho tw dip T€t. Tuy nhién, ddu vét gidt bd may vat cau may
khéc thi vin con mdi nguyén.

“Nghia la tha pham chi can ma’y thdi vang nay thoi.”

“Xem chirng con tham y sdu xa nao dé & day nhi, Kindaichi.”

“Vang.”

“That khién ngwoi ta nhé lai vu ddo Nguc M6n.”

Isokawa cau may ngao ngan. Thanh tra Tachibana xen vao, van v&i nét
mdt nghi€ém nghij.

“Khong cin biét c¢6 tham ¥ gi, thi pham ciing chay ding troi. Cdi can
va nhanh bdng gao ma y d€ lai la chirng ctr khong the€ chdi bd. Todi nhat
dinh s€ tim ra chd nhan cua hai vat nay, du c¢6 phai luc tung moi nha trong
lang 1€n. Tén khon ki€p! Khong the d€' y ti€p tuc nhdn nho gdy chuyén
dworc!”

Ong tuyén b&, mit birng birng Itra gian. Th& nhung chang ma’y chdc, ca
hi vong 14n quyét tAm ctia 6ng déu tan bién nhw bong bong xa phong...

Sau do6, bac si Honda, thor anh cung gidm dinh vién dé€n noi, Kindaichi
va Isokawa lién kéo theo Tatsuzo ra ngoai.

“Me tré, ch?ing 18 vi Yasuko giip ba't tric nén may gié trd nhin tim v&i
Fumiko d€ tra thu?”

Pap ngay vao mang nhi ho 1a ti€ng la 1671 ctia Katsuhei. Kindaichi giat
minh quay ra hwong khoang da't trong tred'c xwdng riegu nho Hang Cén, va
chirng ki€n mdt bau khong khi day ba't on.

Xem chwng hoéi tredng va hdi phé hoéi thanh nién da gam ghe lwom
nguyt nhau dwgc mét lic. Nhirng 1oi Katsuhei vira thd't 1én 16 rang 1a c&
tinh d€ cho Kindaichi va Isokawa nghe tha’y.

“Cau ndi cai gi!”

“Cheamg phéi may thwong Yasuko con gi. Khi né bj gi€t thi ba chu hang
hii di gié ra ma’y 1o ki qudi v&i 6ng gia nha tao. Hay may thuyc sy tin loi ba
4y nén m&i ra tay voi Fumiko?”

“Pwng ngu thé!”

“Cai gi ma ngu chr, may néi xem cdi gi ngu nao! Tw tdi qua may da
khong binh thwong r'oi. Khdng, phéi néi 1a cye ki ba't thwong. Pan 6ng con
trai gi ma dy mij vdy chir. May néi xem, c6 phai la may da lam chuyén bat



nhan v&i Fumiko khong!?”

“Ngu, qua strc ngu. Chinh bd” may mdi la ké lam chuyén ba't nhan véi
Yasuko ay!”

“Gi co! Tai sao 6ng gia tao lai phai lam chuyén ba't nhan v&i Yasuko?
May thtr n6i xem tai sao chwr?”

“No6i xem néi xem. Thé& d€ tao néi cho ma nghe. B6 may mudn ga dwoc
cai con khoéng cha cho tao nén mdi gi€t chuwdng ngai la Yasuko da’y!”

“Cai gi co’?” Katsuhei hét 1€n. “May néi ai, ai la cai con khong cha!”

“Tao s¢r gi ma khong néi! Cai con khong cha Fumiko em may chi ai.
Fumiko m&i ngdm cu tdi trong cdi xwdng kia. Pang doi!”

“Gi! Gi!! Buong ra, budng ra, tao phai gi€t ndé! Tao phai gi€t né! Tao
phai giét thing Kanao nay méi dwoc!”

“Thoi nao, thdi nao, ding thé” ma Katsuhei. Chi 1a hi€u Tam thoéi. Ngwoi
tram On nhw me tré lam sao hanh dong thi€u suy nghi nhw th&” dworc.”

“Ca me tré ntra. Pau cin phai tudn ra may loi doc dia lam gi. That 1a,
binh thwrong hai ngwrdi than thigt 1m co ma...”

O gitra cudng cudng can ngan hoi tredng va hdi phé 1a nhée Goro va
ma’y doan vién thanh nién. Katsuhei mit miii do gay, vira méc sirc viing vy
vira ti€D tuc hét.

“Budng ra! Budng ra! Tao phai giét thing Kanao! Tao phai giét né...”

“Thoi di Katsuhei!”

Mot giong danh thép vang 1én tw phia sau ddm dong dang héng hot vu
cdi 1on. Lién d6 la Kahei, pham phdm bang t&i r'oi dung lai gitra hai thanh
nién. Sang nay ong van giit vat 4o 1én tan thit lung, d& 16 chiéc quan dui
lua tring todt. Theo sau dng 12 Naohei dang day xe dap xudng doc. Pudong
tir xém Sakura qua diy tir hom 18 d4't van chwa dworc tring tu.

“Mong ciu Kanao bd qua cho thing con t6i. N6 néng qui mat khon.
Nhung cdu Kanao c6 phan qua loi r'oi day.” Qua la 6ng chi s& mot trong
lang. Chi vai loi nhe nhang 1a da d€ canh cdo Kanao.

“May lam tro gi th& ha Katsuhei... Trong Iic ca lang lién ti€p gap
chuyén bat hanh ma may ndng can t&i miec con di gdy go dwoc ha? A, cau
Kindaichi va chi huy ddy a... Mong céac vi ding d€ tim t&i nhirng 101 vira
roi cta hai dira. Hai dém lién khdng dwoc chop mét cho ti t& nén dam tré



dé m4t binh tinh &y ma.”

Dii sic mit kha u 4m, dng van gitt dwoc giong didu diém tinh, khong hd
voi vi the ngeoi 6 uy nhat lang.

“A, vang, chuyén that khong may...” Isokawa dép.

“Ping that la... Cai lang nay nhw bi ma nhap vay. Khong biét t6i cé the
nhin qua thi th€ cia Fumiko dwoc khong?”

Vra lic ther anh da tac nghiép xong.

“Véang, moi anh. Gior con bac si Honda dang khdm nghiém trong da’y
thoi.”

“Vay a? Naohei vao day!”

Khic voi bd, Naohei con tré nén cheamg the gidu noi vé hoang mang
triedre tinh huéng bat hanh nay. Cau lwom Kanao roi dung xe theo b6 vao
xwdng, du ngay sau dé lai ngdé mat ra ngoai.

“Chi huy Isokawa, ti€n sinh Kindaichi...”

“Vang?”

“Lat ntra t6i c6 chuyén mudn ndi, nén hai anh cé th€ qua bén vian phong
doi mot 14t dwoec khong?” Naohei néi v&i dnh mét day an y.

“A, r, thé chiing ta qua d6 thoi nhi, Kindaichi!”

“Vang, di nao.”

May nho c6 ti€ng quét cia 6ng chit Kahei, vy dd'u khau gitra Katsuhei
va Kanao da tam thoi 1dng xudng. Kindaichi 1ién theo Isokawa vao khu vin
phong d4y bui bdm ctia xwdng. Anh khong ng'di xudng ngay ma van dirng
bén ctra sO tho’ than nhin vé phia xém Sakura va biét phu cil.

Chi huy Isokawa lai gan khé bao, “Kindaichi nay! Nghe chirng vu xuat
than ctia Fumiko d3 lan ra khép lang r'di nhi.”

“Oy lang qué thi khé ma che gid'u diéu gi, chaalng nhw & thanh phd’.”

“Phai, nhwng li€u chi ti€t d6 cd lién quan t&i vu an Ian nay khong?”

“Thé& nao nhi...” Kindaichi chi dap 1ap ltng. “Qud la mdt vu an nhiéu
khiic méic.” D¢t 1o, anh lai chim vao suy tu.

Mat mot ldc 1au Katsuhei va Naohei m&i sang, di cung la thanh tra
Tachibana.

“Bac si Honda dau roi?” Isokawa hoi.



“Ong &y vé roi. Nguyén nhn ti vong 1a bi siét ¢ t&i chét, giong hét
hém qua.” Thanh tra Tachibana néi r'oi virt cdi cdn cling nhanh bdng gao
nghi vdn xudng mit ban dAy bui, nét mit nghiém nghj. “Chi huy, chic t6i
lai b6 tay xin hang thoi.”

“Sao the?”

“Anh nhin nay.” Tachibana nhin nhé chia mot dau don can ra trirdc mét
hai ngwdi. Nhin ki thi trén d6 c6 khic ddu hai ngon nii dan vao nhau, tirc
la gia huy ctia nha hang can.

bung luc do6, sdu trong mang nhi Kindaichi nhw vang vong diu cwoi
dic y ctia thii pham. Anh ring minh. Thd pham chéc hian khong phéi tay
mo’ roi.

Isokawa bat giac thd gap, “Ha, day chealng phai, 1a can ctia nha Nire
sao?”

Kahei ling 1& gat dau, khée mét rém 18,

“Cé6 dau ndy thi chic chin Ia cin cda nha tdi roi, nhung khong biet ké
ndo da 18y di d€ gay chuyén...” Naohei néi, 4nh mét day phan no.

“Cai can nay la @0 cua xwdong a?”

“Khong phai cia xudng. O’ day ching tdi chi ding can ban va cin ding
thoi.”

“Nghia la c¢6 ké da 18y né & nha cau u?”

“Vang... Khong biét Ia ké nao nwra...”

“Nhung van con cdi ndy...” Thanh tra cAm nhanh bong gao l1én v&i vé
quy€t tam. “Cho du cé phai lyc tung ca lang 1€n thi cling phdi tim cho ra
chi nhan cida nhanh bdng gao...”

“A, c4i d6 thi th& ndy, trudng ban a...” Naohei cit 15i thanh tra
Tachibana, giong day gian dui. “Anh nhin ma xem.”

Nhirng thtt cdu dit 1én ban khién ca Kindaichi, Isokawa 1an thanh tra
Tachibana déu tron trirng méit. D6 16 rang 12 nhitng vat cAu may bj giat
khoi mot nhanh bdng gao. Mit na Pa Phic, mii tén trw ta, roi hom vang, s6
Pai Phiic, xtic xéc, thuy€n chau bau.

“MA&Yy thir nay, 1a & dau ra vay?” Tachibana hoi don.

“Viet 1an 16¢ trong vieon nha t6i.”

“Trong vwon nha ciu?”



“Vang, nghe Katsuhel bdo tin, t6i theo ctra sau lao ngay ra ngoai, thi
thA’y ching nim trong vieon. Katsuhei ¢ k€ 1 & thét lwrng Fumiko giit mot
nhanh bdng gao nén téi ngo’ ngy di ki€m tra ban tho’, m&i bi€t nhanh bdng
gao khong con & d6 ntra r'6i.”

“Clng c6 nghia, nhanh bong gao & day la cuia nha cau?” Tachibana hoi
voi v& nhr mudn an twoi nudt s6ng Naohei.

“Vang, c6 vé th€"... Rot cudc 1a ké nao 18y né di co’ chir...”

Kindaichi va Isokawa thang th6t quay ra nhin nhau. Sau trong mang nhi
Kindaichi, diéu cwdi dic y day hung hi€m ctia thd pham tiép tuc vong di
vong lai nhur nhirng con séng thén.

Theo k&t qua kham nghiém t& thi cia bac si Honda, Fumiko bi sat hai
vao khoang 12 gio d&m qua.

Fumiko r&i nha Yura vao tdm 10 gir. O ciing ¢6 khi d6 c¢6 Kindaichi,
Isokawa, me con Yukari Harue, Satoko ctia Nuwdc nong Kame. Kindaichi,
Isokawa va me con Yukari Harue tdch riéng ngay tor cOng nha Yura, con
Satoko thi di cing Fumiko ti tdn cOng nha Nire.

“Fumiko khi &y chic chén da di vio nha ro6i a. Ching t6i con chiic nhau
ngl ngon roi mdi twe biét. Ban &y khong c6 vé gi khac thuwong ca.” Satoko
lap di ldp lai dung mot cau tra loi tI'll’O’C moi cha't van cua Tachibana. Co
dwong nhw da quén hin khin tram, chang thém che gid'u nhirtng vét bot dd
triede ba't ki ai nira.

Nghi lai thi Satoko da hai Tan tré thanh ngwoi cudi cung nhin tha'y ban
minh con s6ng. Khong biét ¢6 ¢6 tw nhan thirc dwge diéu d6 khéng, nhung
gwong mit ddy vét bot do hién dang cimg do day cing thing.

Khong mot ai trong gia dinh Nire bi€t Fumiko vé nha hay chwa. Kahei
qua chd bac sT Honda ddnh cor vay sau lic Kindaichi va Isokawa roi khoi
d6. Naohei va Katsuhei con & 18 viéng. Michiko vor Naohei vira ru dira con
ut chwa cai stra vira nga gat. Khac v&i nha Yura, bén nha Nire con ¢é ba
ngwoi lam, nhwng déu & mdt cian biét 14p khac. Xét viéc Fumiko da chét
van mang dép c6i dang hoang thi dwong nhw ¢6 ¢6 vao nha mdt T4an, sau d6
ma&i 1én ra ngoai. Nhwng tai sao co’ chir? Nguoi ta luc soat phong cO that ki
d€ xem c6 thue du dd nhuw treong hop ctia Yasuko khong, nhung chang phat
hién dwoc thr gi twong ti.

L& viéng nha Yura ha man vao khodng 10 rudi. Katsuhei & lai gitp don



dep nén phai dén hon 11 gio' méi vé t&i nha. Naohei thi vé tredc mét ldc,
ba’y gior Kahei van chwra ve.

Pén tan 11 rwdi, Michiko m&i nhan ra la khong thd'y Fumiko dau. Moi
ngudi dang tim quanh nha thi Kahei vé. Ong cho kiém lai gidy dép thi phat
hién d6i dép c6i Fumiko x4 t&i 1€ vieng khong c6 & d6. Hai ngwoi anh déu
bi€t Fumiko qua nha Yura ctung Satoko, nén Katsuhei phi ngay xe dap t&i
Nuwde nong Kame hdi tham, nhwng Satoko lai qua quyét 1a Fumiko da di
qua cong vao nha roi.

B4y gio Kanao chwa c¢6 mit & Nudc néng Kame, Katsuhei cho ring
day chinh la di€m nghi vdn. Kanao ra khdi nha Yura tredc hdi Katsuhei
mot ldc. Nghia 1a ciu roi di ngay sau khi nhém Fumiko ra vé, va nhuw
Katsuhei nhan manh thi dang ra Kanao phdi & lai muén hon dam nam
thanh nién m&i hop 1€.

Kanao phan tran rang khi nghe Yukari hat Ld khé, rudt gan ciu dau thét
nén roi nha Yura ngay sau khi nhém Yukari ra vé. Cau than tho dap xe dén
gitra dwong thi ré qua chd thdc Nghi Chén roi vo thirc guc xudng do. Puorc
mot lic, me cau tim dén.

Rika vé t&i Nwde néng Kame vao tAm 11 rwedi, khong thd’y con trai dau
du cdu da roi nha Yura twong d6i sodm va con di xe dap. Tham nghi biét
dau ciu lai tim t&i noi Yasuko 14m chung nén ba t&i xem sao, qua nhién bét
gidp Kanao dang 6m d4u & d6. Kanao khong chju nhiic nhich, Rika phai d6
danh mai m&i dan dwoe con vé, va biét tin Katsuhei tat qua hoi tham vé
Fumiko. Kanao ¢t th& chui vao givdng ngdi nhw d& quén siu, nhung ching
ma’y chd'’c hdi thanh nién da d&€n kéo cau di tham gia doi tim ki€m.

Néu ti't ca nhirng 1oi khai nay déu la sy that thi tong két lai s€ thanh
nhu sau:

1. Sau khi chia tay Fumiko tredc cong nha Nire, Satoko vé thglng Nuwdc néng
Kame. Gitra dwong c6 ¢6 di qua nhwng khong r€ vao 161 1€n thac Nghi Chan. Sau
d6 mot lic chinh anh ¢6 (Kanao) ré 1én hwong a'y.

2. Tam biét Satoko xong, Fumiko vao nha, nhwng khong hieu vi ly do gi lai ra
ngoai T4n nita, qua ctra sau. S& di c6 thé suy dodn rang Fumiko ra bang ctra sau la
b&i chi€c quat cla cd roi ngoai veon, gan may vat cau may vit lan 16c. Néu vay
thi Fumiko da di 181 tit qua mit sau am Sakura d&n ngd tw Coi Luan H6i. BAy gio
Kanao van dang trén thdc Nghi Chén, nhung tinh ra thdc céch nga tw twong doi
xa, lai ved'rng ma’y mom da nho ra nén cé khong thdy Fumiko thi ciling chealng phai



la.

Vay thi hung thu la ai?

Kanao néi rang ciu & trén thic gan mot ti€hg dong h', va khong tha’y béng
déng ai khac cho t&i khi Rika vao tim.

3. V& chi€c can don va nhanh bong gao 18y cip & nha hang can thi do ca hai
déu khong phai vat dung thwong ngay nén chang ai d€ y 1a ma't t bao gio. Tuy
nhién, cho t&i chiéu t&i hom do thi trén sdn vwon din ra clra sau van chwa thdy
xud't hi€n may vat cau may kia, nén c6 kha nang la chinh Fumiko da mang ching
di. Tai sao chr? Ly do gi khi€n ¢6 dem nhirng mén &y ra ngoai?

“Mot vu an ki quai that da'y, Kindaichi a. Anh ron hét toc gdy roin day.”

Sau khi phia canh sat goi teng ngwoi néu trén vao phong giai tri cda
Nuwdc néng Kame (hién 1a van phong ban chuyén an) d€ tham van lam ro
nhirng diéu vira trinh bay, thi dd 9 gio’ sdang. Nghe hét mdt lwot va tam nghi
gidi lao, Isokawa lién dwa tay dui mit véi vé budn nga r6i ruing minh co
rim ngwoi nhw dang phai d61 mat véi mot vu viéc thye sy dang kinh hai.

Kindaichi chi ling 1& gat d4u, tAm tri vin thah tho theo dudi dong suy
nghi. Khong, néi 1a thah tho c6 1& khong diing 18m, khi ma anh dang huy
dong moi t& bao than kinh 1am viéc hét cong sud't d€ 1ap rdp cdc manh ghép
sao cho hop logic. Tuy nhién d ba ngay hai d&m gan nhw khong chop mét
nén dau 6c¢ anh c nang triu nhw do chi.

“Chi huy a, phai danh mot gid'c cdi da. Cr thé nay thi chinh ching ta
cling guc mat.”

“A, . Thanh tra Tachibana, cc khau ti&p theo nho cdu xi Iy not. Biét
ciu thi€u ngt 1dm, nhung c& ging gidp toi nhé...”

“Vang, tOi van tré khde ma, anh khong phai lo dau.”

Thanh tra Tachibana néi v&i vé nghiém nghi thwong 1&. Dwong nhw
trong mét dng ta, Kindaichi luon 12 mot cdi gai to ding.

Nha Yura du ki€n dwa Yasuko di hda thiéu vao 4 gio’ chiéu. Thoi tiét oi
bitc nén kho 1ong tri hodn céc thi tuc tang 1& thém dwoc nira. 9 rwdi sdng,
Kindaichi va Isokawa di ngd, sau khi dan Miki nh& danh thirc sao cho ho
kip gép mat. Vwa dat dau xudng g6, ca hai da chim siu vao gid’c nga.

2 rwdi chiéu Miki goi ho ddy, bdy gio’ cd Rika va Kanao déu da roi
Nudc néng Kame d€ qua dy tang 1€ tai nha Yura.

“Hom nay thi th€ c6 Fumiko s& dwoc gidi phau phai khong quy khach?”



Miki thé dai, don cho hai nguwdi bita dn chiang ra com trua cling khong phai
com to1.

“ff thi bi€t lam sao dwoc. Mot cai chét ki la ma.”

“Nhung ma s¢r that da'y, hai ngay lién... Hom nay sau ddm tang nha
hang hii con I€ vi€ng nha hang can ntra chir. Cr nghi dén viéc tdi nay lai
phai & mot minh 1a t6i lai hai hing.” Miki néi v&i vé b'on chon.

“Co6 nha't dinh phai cin than ddy. Ba gia kia c¢6 vé toan nham vio may
my nhan thoi.”

“Oi, that 12! Bdc ding n6i may chuyén nhw vay ch!” Miki 14y khay
gid vor danh Isokawa, nhwng ¢6 vé kha vui vi dwoc khen.

“A ma nha con xe dap khong Miki nhi? Pi bo tir day sang dd'y hoi xa.”

“Da c6, nhung chi con mdt chi€c thdi, hai vi déo nhau vay nhé.”

“ff, khong van de.”

Tredc khi roi Nwdc nong Kame, hai ngwoi ¢6 ngé qua khu nha tro
chung thi thay diéu tra vién Inui dwoe phai di Kobe da tr¢ vEé va dang néi
chuyén v&i thanh tra Tachibana.

“A, chi huy dd’y a!” Vwa thd'y mit Isokawa, diéu tra vién Inui 1ién dirng
day bdo céo tinh hinh. “Qua nhién, nhirng diéu Tatara Hoan néi v&i ba chi
& day déu la doi tra ca.”

“A, chuyén éng &y dwoe chdu trai givi tién cho &y ha?”

“Vang. Sau khi nguoi chau tén Yoshida Junkichi qua doi, em anh ta la
Yoshida Ryokichi, hién dang lam ngh€ van tdi bien & Kobe, cho bi€t Hoan
nhi€u [an d€n nai ni xin tién, nhung ludn bi anh kién quy€t tw chdi. Nguoi
nay cé vé rat khé chiju v&i Hoan, néi 1a chang qua anh minh tot bung qua,
chir 6ng bac Ay ¢6 chét vat vuedng & dau au cling 1a qua bdo, chang doi nao
anh ta d&€n dy dam ma.”

“Nghe chtrng Hoan khong duwoc long ngudi chdu nay 1dm nhi.”

“Vang, bi néi cho chealng con ra the€ thong gi ludn. Co6 v gbda cua
Yoshida Junkichi cling than van la da va't va véi 6ng bac nay thé nao.”

“Puworc roi, ro rang Hoan da n61 d61 vé nguon gdc chi phi sinh hoat.”

“Nghia la phai ¢6 diéu gi mo’ am lién quan t&i khodn tién d6 nén Ong ta
ma&i khong muén cho nguoi khac biét.”

“Xét theo 1€ thwong 1a vay. C6 thu hoach thém dwoe gi & hién trrong



khong, thanh tra Tachibana?”

“Khong c6 gi nhiéu, trir hai ba da'u dép c6i loai gét ngin & xwdng. Dan
lang da x0c vao lam loan trong day nén khong c6 gi la.” Thanh tra
Tachibana néi v&i vé buc doc y nhwr moi khi, khi€n nép nhan gitra hai hang
chan may tinh anh ctia 6ng cang rd nét hon.

“Bén ngoai nha xudng chic cang khé thu hoach dworc gi nhi?”

“Vang, miy ngly vira roi déu ning to nén nén dat kho cin hét ca,
chaalng c6 chut hi vong nao 128y dugc dau chan...”

K€ tir con dong t61 mung 10 dén gio, trovi hoan toan tanh rao, nén ciing
dé hiéu tai sao thanh tra Tachibana phai tiép tuc cau c6, nép nhin hin Ién
gitra d6i chan may. Pia chat ving nay la da hoa cwong, mua h¢ thi chi can
mot ngy ning thoi 12 nén da't da cing do nhwr ¢4 mai.

“Vay ti€p tuc nho’ cu xir 1y cong chuyén nhé. Ching t6i qua ddm ma
nha Yura day.”

“Véng, anh ctr di di.”

“Kindaichi, chi ngdi sau d€ t6i deo cho. Au phuc d& vuéng viu hon
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ma.

“Thé& nay thi tha't 1 qud. Ai lai boc 10t sitc khde nguwoi gia nhuw vy...”

“Gi chr? Chi béo ai gia co? N6i stec voc thi anh vAn hon chd chén.
Trong thé thoi chir anh tam dfmg dai Judo day.”

C6 vé gidc ngh ngon lanh ban nay da khi€n hai ngwoi thodi mai nhe
dau thay r6. Miéng lwdi ho theo d6 ma dao d€ hon heam, khién vé him huc
trén mat thanh tra Tachibana nhw dat t&i dinh di€m khi doi theo ho vua
choc ngody vira ché nhau roi di.

Hai ngwoi t&i noi ding lic tiéng tung kinh dwa tién vang 1én, thi the
Yasuko sip dwoc mang di chdn cat. Viing ndy von rat dong tin ¢ ctia Phat
gido phai Chan Ngon. Nha Yura c6 vé khong ngoai 1€, nén may vu kinh ké
thwong kha dai dong tdn thoi gian. Khac voi tdi qua, hién nay toan b vach
ngan, ctra ra trong nha Yura déu dwgc go bo. Khong gian rong 70 m2 chat
kin kh4ch dy tang I€.

Kindaichi va Isokawa ngdi & hang dudi cling, ddo mét quan sit xung
quanh. Kahei ciing d&n, minh van 1& phuc truyén thdng, tay phe phay chiéc
quat tring mudt. Hom nay 12 ngay 15, ngay 1& chinh clia muia Obon. Pa
mAy hom lién ning git nén tr&i néng nhw bd 10, quan khich ngdi nghe



tung kinh ai nd'y md hodi nhé nhai, mit may thi dim chiéu dén la. Khﬁp
phong dau diu ciing thi’y quat tang dap diu tieng nhip nhw séng vo bor.

Kindaichi dang dwa tay gat bot m6 héi thi ba cha Rika cia Nwdc nong
Kame len quan ddam dong lai gan.

“Tién sinh va chi huy nay,” ba ha giong nhv khong mudn d€ nhirng
ngwoi xung quanh nghe thay.

“Vang?”

“Tdi c6 chuyén mudn trinh bay a... Sdng nay thdy hai vi cé vé mét qua
nén t61 khong ddm néi...”

“Thé& a.”

Trudc vé mit ddy an y cta Rika, Kindaichi va Isokawa dwa mét nhin
nhau r'6i dieng ddy theo ba ra ding sau. T&i nha kho thi thd'y Masako ciing
ba phu ntr khic dang dirng & day.

“Nao Masako, chau k€ cho tién sinh va chi huy day nghe chuyén t6i qua
di.”

“Vang a.” Masako s¢ sét thuat lai chuyén nhin thdy bong ba gia trén
twong nha kho td1 qua. “Chau khong truc ti€p thd’y ba gia ki la &y, nhung
tw cdi bong phan chiéu trén twong kho thi dwong nhw ba ta dang nhom sang
bén nha chinh nhw thé nay.”

Masako bét chwdc ddng ngwdi cia ba gid roi lai ring minh kinh hai
nhw nh¢ lai tinh canh ldc do.

“Cai bong phan chi€u trén mang twong bén nay cda kho a?” Isokawa
ddo mét qua lai gitra nha kho va nha nguwoi lam.

“Véng, n6 pht gan kin cd mang twong ludn a. Vi to nhw vdy nén ban
dau chau con khong hi€u 1a bong ctia thi gi, d€n khi nhan ra la dang mot ba
gia lung cong m&i tha’y hii hiing...” Masako hit mot hoi that sau, mat ddo
d4c nhin quanh nhe mudn dién ta lai ndi so’ clia minh lic d6.

“Chuyén la thé nay cau Kindaichi a.” Rika ding ra trinh bay n6t co’ suw.
“Nghe Masako k€ xong, t6i 1a ngwoi dau tién chay ra. Nhung chaamg bt gip
ba gia nao ca, ma chi thdy xe rlia viet chdng cho’ & day thoi. T6i dang don
dep lai thi may ngwoi nay lai cing Masako di t&i. Sau ddy con bé moi k€
ki hon va chi sang birc twrong bén kia. Lic d6 mat trang lai & xudi hwdng,
nén chiing t6i chi cudi bao 1am sao cé thir gi d6 béng 1én twdng dwoe, chic
chi 1a Masako s¢’ quda ma nhin ga héa cudc. Bay gio nghi lai thi ¢6 khi ba



gia 4y ¢Am theo d&n I'dng hay gi nén md&i c6 béng héit 1én twong.”

“Pung, ding r'di dA’y a. Chic ba ta mudn rinh mod xem ¢d Fumiko th&’
nao. Vdy ma moi ngwdi lai coi nhe, khong tin 1o chdu nén mdi ra ndng noi.
Chdu khong biét dau. Khong phai 10i clia chau.”

Masako néi roi dot nhién that thit khoc. May ¢6 gai tam tuoi nay khong
hi€u 1a tuy&n 1& dé bi kich thich hay sao nira. B6n phu nir xung quanh
Masako quay ra nhin nhau, déu 10 vé dy ndy.

“Phai roi, khong phai 16i cia Masako dAu ma. Thé chuyén xdy ra vao
khoang may gio?”

“T6i khong nhé 1a may gid... A, ding ldc anh va cdu dang & bén nha
phu &y a. Ping r'o6i, dang 1€ t6i nén bao ngay cho hai ngwoi, thé” ma lai coi
nhe loi cia con bé...” Rika td ra bang hoang khi nh¢ lai.

Kindaichi do khoang cach tir nha ngwoi lam t&i birc twong va thix tao
dang cam deén I'6ng khi dirng canh nha, dang suy nghi thi phia nha chinh
bdng tré nén ndo dong. Ti€ng tung kinh da ngung ttr ldc ndo khong hay.

“A, chi huy! Hinh nhw bén kia chuan bi dwa tang roi. Chuyén ¢ day thi
de€ t6i nghi thém cho ki, chi chi nhé. Con Masako khong phai khéc dau.
Thyc sw khong phai 10i ctia ¢6 ma.”

Kindaichi dd danh Masako van khdc thiit thit ndy gio’, r'oi cing Isokawa
quay V€ khu nha chinh. T4t ca quan khach déu da dirng day, thim chi phan
ntra da ra t&i veon hodc ctra.

Kindaichi va Isokawa hoa theo dong ngwoi ti€n toi sat thém nha. Pung
lic d6, Eiko vo’ Toshiro ti€n vE€ phia ho, “Tién sinh va chi huy a...”

“Vang.”

“Ba t6i nhin 12 c6 chuyén mudn néi, cdm phién hai vi qud bo sang bén
nay mot chut dugc khong a?”

“Vang, the"a?”

Kindaichi va Isokawa dwa m&t nhin nhau roi ti€n vao nha. Cu Ioko
dang ngdi bén quan tai, miéng chim chim mdt nu cwoi bi an. Canh dé6 1a
Atsuko va anh em Toshiro, khong hi€u sao c6 cd ngwoi nha Nire. Dwong
nhw linh cdm dwoc chuyén khdc thwong, quan khéch t&i dy tang 1€ tuy da
ding diy nhung van ndn lai nhin chim chim vao Ioko. Trong s§ niy cé
Kanao va Katsuhei.



“Anh v&i cu ddy a.”

“Da, nghe ndi 1a cu ¢é chuyén gi mudn ndi voi ching toi a...”

“Vang, chglng la t6i vOn dinh ndéi chuyén nay t t6i qua co ciu
Kindaichi a, nhwng lai bi ddm chau chét 1am phién... Anh Kahei nay.”

“Da.” Kahei d4p, méit nheo lai mdt cch bi hiém, tay chaalng con budn
phe phay quat ntra.

“Théi anh va Atsuko thi chic that truy€n roi, nhung h'6i téi con nhd, c6
mot bai dong dao d€ hat khi choi ti cau thé nay.” Ioko ndi, roi 18y trong
Ong tay 4o ra mot thir. Pam déng cham chid doi theo. D6 1a mdt qua td cau
voi nhieng dwong chi len tinh &, “Mei cau Kindaichi nghe nhé.”

Ioko hoii nhom day, chinh lai thé ng6i, dwa tay trdi gitr gon 6ng tay do
phai r'oi dap ti ciu xudng nén chiéu tatami theo nhip va cit tié€ng ca bang
mdt giong nhd nhe nhung vang vong.

O khu vieon sau nha, ba chii sé nghi cdnh
Chiui dau tién cat tiéng
Ta la quan cai tén Jinbei
Véng lénh lanh chiia & ddy
Di khdp noi cdu tim my nir
Bdy lan toi Ise
Ba lan to'i Kumano
Kibitsu thi khong thdng nao khong dén
Dwa dwgc my nhdn vé
Nhueng khong bé noi tdt ldm loi
Pem chuyén réu rao khdp noi
Thé'la bi chudc ngii bang sdt quan thdo

Chudc ngii bdng sdt quan thdo.

Hat xong khic ca td cdu ki la trede sy chirng ki€n cda ta't thdy moi
ngwoi & d6, Ioko 6m qua ciu vao long. Cu tam tim nhin Kindaichi nhw
mudn hoi, cdu thdy sao?

Trén gwong mit Ioko lic d6 1an 16n ca nét tho ngdy cta c6 bé con 1an
st tinh quai cta ba cu da trdi qua hon tim mwoi ndm cudc doi. Nu cwoi



nhat trén bo mo6i chim chim nhw ngam nhao bang sy v tri ctia Kindaichi
cling nhw ctia toan bd dam nguwoi & day.

Tuy nhién, Kindaichi Iic nay van chwa nhan thirc dworc tAm quan trong
cta khic ca td cau. Moi ngeoi xung quanh cling vdy. Ai nd’y déu nhin Ioko
voi vé ngdn ngam.

Duy chi ¢6 mot ngwei 1a khac. Kahei 1én ti€ng nhw th€ nhirng ki trc xa
x0i tir thud nao vwra tia ve.

“Thim ndy,” tay Ong vO thirc vO quat cdi bOp roi hoi nhich nguwoi ra
trede. “Hinh nhur 12 con doan nao nhic tdi hii v&i phéu gi da’y ding khong
nhi?”

Ioko tim tim cwdi nhin Kahei v&i vé déc ¥, “Anh nhé ding roi day.
Loi ca d6 1a thé nay. Nao cau Kindaichi...”

“Da.”

“Ca anh Isokawa nira.”

“Vang, vang.”

“Hai nguwdi 1ing nghe cho ki nhé.”

Ioko lai nhom day T'an ntra, chinh thé ng'6i, dwa tay trai gitt gon dng tay
4o phai roi dép td cau xudng nén chi€u tatami theo nhip va cat ti€ng ca
bang cht giong trong tréo.

O khu vieon sau nha, ba chii sé nghi cdnh
Chii thir hai tiép loi,
ta la lanh chiia trong biét phii
Rat thich scin bén, rieou che, gdi gii
Ddm thdm vé cing con gdi hang hii
Qudn xd chin chu nhwng ndt riwou qud ching
Pong rieou bdng hii roi ubng bang phéu
Suét ngay chim diam trong hoi men

Vdn khong théa man nén bi dudi vé, bi dudi veé.

“A!” Nhirng ti€ng la thang tht vang 1én khip xung quanh. Kindaichi
vO thirc nhom ddy, nhung Ioko chang budn ban tim t&i sy huyén nao viwa
vo' 0a ma ti€p tuc dap ti cau xudng nén chi€u roéi ndi, “Cau Kindaichi
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nay.

“Da, da.” Kindaichi vin ctrng do trong tw thé nhAp nhdm nira ding nira
ng'di, mit khong chép chim chd doi theo ba cu 82 tudi. Khé khiin 1dm anh
méi tra 101 dwoe, giong thi kho khoc lac han di.

“Con ¢6 101 ca thé nay co. Anh Kahei nghe cho ki nhé.” Ioko néi r'oi
tiép tuc cd't ti€ng hat bang giong nhd nhe nhwng vang vong, tay vain dap td
cau theo nhip.

O khu vieorn sau nha, ba chii sé nghi cdnh
Chii thik ba gop chuyén,
ta la lanh chiia trong biét phu

Rat thich san bén, rwou ché, gdi g

Ddm thdm vo ciing con gdi hang can
Qudn xd chin chu nhieng tan tién vé ngén

Pém cii diwa hanh do lo nwdc mdm

Suot ngay chi thiét tha tinh todn

Ngii ciing chi li nén bi dudi vé, bi dudi vé.

Ciing dda muon roi, hday dieng ¢ dady thoi.

Hit xong, ba cu 82 tudi dm qud td cAu théu len vao long roi dwa méat
nhin quanh v&i nu cwoi tdm tim nhw ciia mdt ¢ bé ngdy tho, nhwng lai
khi€n ddm dong xung quanh chét lang.

Khong chi riéng ngwoi nha Yura ma ca Kahei, Naohei, Michiko v¢r
Naohei, ciing nhu toan bd moi nguwdi & day déu im phiing phéic nhin Ioko
véi 4nh méit nhue bi ma nhap. Ngay 6ng chii Kahei thwong ngiy von diém
tinh gio’ cling khong gidu noi vé thang thdt tredec nhirtng gi méi dwore tiét
16. Ban tay nim chiéc quat tring dit trén bd 40 mua he clia dng khong
ngwng run ray.

Kindaichi chodng vdng khong hé nhe. Anh cdm nhin dworc ndi kinh hai
dén ron ngwoi chay qua sdng lwng minh téi hai ba ban, chan thi rung lién
tuc trong vO thirc. DOt nhién anh 1én ti€ng, “Béac a!” Giong anh nhw nghen
lai trong cO hong, “Cam phién bac hat cho chau nghe khiic ca ti cau ldc
nay thém mdt [an ntra dwgre khdng a?”

“Khong van @€ gi. Néu cau mudn, to1 hat lai bao nhiéu I'an cing duoc.”



Ioko nhe nhang chinh thé ng6i, gitr 9ng tay 4o phai cho do viedng roi lai
dap tu cau xudng nén chi€u va cat ti€ng hat.

“O'khu vwdn sau nha...”

Khic ca ti cau ngan 1én mdt Tan nira. Cha't giong nhd nhe nhung vang
vong dua 1o ca nhur dong nude len 13i t&i khip moi ngéc ngéch trong gian
nha tinh ldng.

“... dd muon roéi, hay dung & day thoi!”

T&i khi giai diéu ron ngeoi &y két thidc, ca gian phong 16'n rong 70 m?2
bdng tré nén huyén ndo nhw ong v& t0. Ai nd'y déu mic sirc suy dodn hodc
truy héi ba cu.

“A, thdi nao, thdi nao moi ngwoi.” Tredce tinh canh d6, Isokawa lién
nh&m ddy va duwa ddi ban tay to ban ra tredc nham kiém ch& ddm dong.
“Moi ngwdi ¢t manh ai nd’y néi nhw vdy thi ching di d&n dau ca, nhé lam
cu day ting xO6ng thi con mat ca chi 1an chai. V&i cd hinh nhw tién sinh
Kindaichi ¢6 nhiéu thic mic nira. By gio hdy d€ cho tién sinh ditng ra dit
cau hoi trede da. Ong chii hang can tha’y sao?”

“Um, da’y la phwong 4n tdt nha't ldc nay roi. Tién sinh Kindaichi, moi
cau.”

Cam thay ddi chiit ngwong nguing khi 4nh mét ctia ddm dong d& d'on vé
minh, nhung Kindaichi hi€u gior khong phai la lic d€ xau ho.

“Vay thi, bac a!”

“To61 nghe day.”

“Y bdc 12 vu 4n giét ngwdi Man nay dwoc sép dit theo khic ca td cau
vira roi a?”

“Khong dam. Téi ¢6 néi vy bao gior dau. Viéc phan dodan xem khic ca
td ciu c6 lién quan gi t&i vu an khong 1a phan sy ctia cau Kindaichi va anh
Isokawa day. Toi chi k&€ cho cac vi biét 1a h'6i xwa & lang nay c6 mdt bai
dong dao nhw vay thoi...”

“Véang, cam on bac.” Kindaichi khé gat dau. “Theo loi bac thi khic ca
td cau dén nay da that truyén, vay liéu ngwoi tAm tudi nao thi bi€t dé€n nd
a?’

“A thi... Anh Kahei nay.”

“Da.”



“Tuy chi ldng méng thdi nhwng ¢6 vé anh van nhé nhi.”

“Vang, c6 Ié thim khong biét, nhung h'6i bé chi Tokiko qua cd ctiia chau
qua c6 hay hat khic dong dao do trong lic choi ti cau. Nghe thim hat dén
doan bj chudc ngll bing sit quan thdo chau mé&i swc nhé ra. Phai, 1au 1dm
roi day.”

“Chi Atsuko!” Kindaichi quay sang phia Atsuko. “Chi c6 bi€t khuc ca
tu cau nao nhw the” khong?”

“Khong dau cdu a! Atsuko tir noi khac d&n day 1am dau nén chic khong
bi€t dwoc dau. Phai khong Atsuko?”

“Vang, ndy nghe me hat con mdi biét la c6 bai d6ng dao nhw vay. Thoi
con dwoc ga vé day thi tha'y khi cheii td cdu ngwoi ta toan hat may bai ki€u
nhw ndi Saijo mo’ swong, song Chikuma gon séng... Hinh nhw tén 1a Khiic
ca Kawanakajima thi phai.”

“Piing, ding roi.” Ong cha Kahei v quat huwdng tng. “C6 ut nha toi
toan hat bai da’y. Ndi Saijo mo’ swong, song Chikuma gon séng, 4&m thanh
chi vang vong noi nay... Vwa dirng hat viea dép ti ciu xudng da't, xong
thinh thodng con gio’ chan hay ti cdu qua hang ntra chir. Ba cu than sinh t6i
van ca thdn 12 con géi con dira gi ma vo duyén vo ding, ch?ing biét sao kieu
choi td cAu nhw vy lai thinh hanh dworc. T6i van con nhé dworc the.”

“Nghia la ngay trong lang cling khong ma’y ai nh¢ rod khiic ca ti cau ma
bac vwra hat?”

“C6 1€ the! A ma nhéc Tatsuzo nay.”

“Da, day, day a.” Bat ngo bi goi tén, Tatsuzo dang dirng nhw troi trong
& dwdi bong giat minh ludng cudng tién lai gan, quy xudng. Chép miii ong
doé tdy, xem chwng lai vira lam m&’y nha’p cay cay.

“Matsuko me c4u chi kém tdi ba tudi nén chéic con nhé da’y nhi?”

“Ca4i do thi chiu bac a.”

“Tai sao?”

“Con lam sao nira a! Me con da 14n 14m rdi ch dau dwoc nhw bac.”

“O th& a, hi hi.” Toko chim chim moi cudi mot cach tao nhi roi tiép
tuc. “Nhéc Tatsuzo néi thé thdi, chir toi thi c6 khac gi. Ciing quén bing
khtc ca &y tw 1au ro6i.”

“Nhung chéng phai bac m&i hat lau lau da'y sao?”



“Vang, nhung ¢6 1y do ca. Khoang nam kia thi phai, 6ng chi nha quan
cai qua do hdi mai nén t6i m&i nhé ra day.”

“Ong chii nha quan cai?” Kindaichi giat thét, ddnh méit qua Isokawa r'oi
mai hoi ti€p. “Hoan hoi bac vé khic ca ti cau ban ndy a?”

“Pung vay. bung nam kia day.”

“Cy a,” mét thanh tra Isokawa sang 1én. Ong nhich vé phia tredc mot
chit r'oi ndi. “Tai sao dng chl nha quan cai lai di héi vé chuyén do thé?”

“A, chuyén 1a th& nay...” Ioko vui v& tdm tim cwdi. “Cau Kindaichi
chiu kho nghe nhé.”

“Véang, mong bac chi bdo.” Kindaichi ddp v&i vé cham chi khac
thweong. B&i trong 10ng anh lic nay dang suc sdi nhitng nghi vin m&i. C6
1€ Isokawa cling viy.

“Puoc roi,” ba cu Ioko tay Tan trang hat, mit ddo quanh mot lwot.
“Chic moi ngudi & day déu bigt 6ng chil nha quan cai ¢ théi phong luu,
gia san vi th&¢’ m&i tiéu tan hét. Nhwng nam kia, 6ng 8y ¢6 dem dén day mot
quyén tap chi mong dinh chuyén vi€t v€ nhirng dién tich, tdp tuc khac
ngudi & cdc ving ndng thon, ching rd by gid con xuat ban khong nia.
Ong &y bao 1a dang dinh viét bai cho ho, viét vé khiic ca ti cau lang Dau
Quy &y, nén ma&i t&i hdi t6i. Nhwwng ma nhéc Tatsuzo a...”

“Dada.”

“Ban ndy ciu c6 ndéi 1a Matsuko 14n r'di, nhwng t6i v&i Ong chi nha
quan cai cling chaalng kha kham hon dau.”

“DPAu ¢o, bdc minh man thé nay co ma...”

“Khong, toi néi that d@y. Chuyén lau 1dm r'di, ngiy nay chaamg con ai hat
khic dong dao &y nwra, nén khi 6ng chi nha quan cai héi thi t6i chealng nh&
dwoc chi md. Chinh 6ng &y con nhé ré hon chwr 1i. The r'oi trong khi cling
luc loi, chip ghép ki rc mo h'd va suy dodn hay 12 thé nay thé kia, ching
toi m&i dan dan nhé ra. Khong ¢6 vu da’y thi tdi da quén 1o ca twr 14u r'61.”

“Cu a, the¢’ vé sau...” Isokawa 1én ti€ng, giong nhw nghen lai trong c6
hong. “Sau ddy 6ng chd nha quan cai cé gti bai cho quyén tap chi mong
dinh kia khong?”

“A, chuyén d6 thi th& nay...” Cu Ioko tdm tim cwoi nhw con tré.
“Nguwdi ta ding nguyén bai viét ciia 6ng chi nha quan cai 1én tap chi. Ong
Ay ming nhw bit dwoc vang, phi ngay qua diy khoe va con bdo tdi doc



nira. T6i bao chiu thoi, gia roi khdong nhin noi may ki€u chir in nay dau.
Thé 12 6ng Ay bio d&€ em doc cho, cir ddng tai 1én ma nghe. Ong &y doc di
doc lai, bit t6i nghe t&i may ban. BAy gio qua that nhin dng Ay hién hau
18m.”

Anh mét Toko xa xdm nhuw th€ dang theo dudi mot mién ki e dd qua tir
l1au. Xem chwng cu phai ra't hop ca véi 6ng chi nha quan cai.

“Ma chi huy nay...”

“Da.”

“Hinh nhw vin chwa chic chin 12 6ng chd nha quan cai d3 mat phai
khong?”

“Véng, d6 1a mot van dé mau cho't hién gio. Khong biét cu nghi sao a?
Ong cha nha quan cai liéu con séng hay da chat...”

“Bi€t n6i thé nao nhi... Theo bai dong dao thi cé 1€ 6ng &y da bi gi€t
bang sit quan thio, nhung Hoan khong phai tay mo' d€ ngudi ta d& dang
cho vao trong doat mang dau. Anh Kahei thdy sao?”

“Da, chau nghi gi6éng thim. V&i cd chirng kién Yasuko nha minh v&i
Fumiko nha chdu bj gi€t ding theo khiic ca td cdu twng lwu truyén trong
lang...”

“Nghi ra maYy tro nhw vay con ai khic ngoai 6ng chu nha quan cai dwoc
chi.”

Atsuko birc xuc 1én ti€ng dong tinh. Ti€p sau d6 nhiéu giong tin thanh
Tan lwot vang 1én.

“Chi huy a, da th& nay thi hay lam mot cudc truy lung thi pham quy mo
16'n 1udn thdi.” Naohei néi ddy quyét tam.

“Piling day, nao, me tré.” Katsuhei huia theo mdt cdch nhiét huyét.
“Nao, gio khéng phai lic gy gd v&i nhau nira. Mau mau lam lanh d€ hoi
thanh nién chiing ta con x&i tung moi td'c dat to ndi Takatori t&i déo Uba
cho dén khi tim dwore hung tha chi.”

“Katsuhei, ciu néi diing 14m, phdi khah treong 1én thdi.” Kanao phéan
nao 14y lai dwoc sinh khi. D&n diy thi mau thuin gitra hoi tredng va hoi
pho hoi thanh nién lang Pau Quy da dwoc hoa giai.

“Bac o1!” Poi cho ddm thanh nién ngudi bot it nhiéu sau mot h'di hod
hao mé& cudc truy lung trén ndi, Kindaichi bén nhich t&i tred'c mét chit.



“Béc néi 1a theo nhw bai dong dao thi c6 1& Hoan di bj giét bing sit quan
thao, nghia la doan bi chudc ngu trong khiic ca c¢6 nghia la bi gi€t a?”

“Pung r'6i.” Cu Ioko cling nhich t¢i. “Cai nay la nghe dworc t 6ng chi
nha quan cai thoi, nhwng nhw téi néi tdi qua roi day, mot vi to tién nha
quan cai tirng bi 1anh chida chu6c doc cho an gid'c ngan thu... tirc 1a bi giét
ddy. Vi lanh chda d6 lai 1a mo6t bao chida, chuyén vién co di sin d€ dao
quanh lanh dja, gip gdi dep 1a bit h&t vé biét phi, khong k& gia tré chong
con th& nao. Pén khi no x6i chan che thi dem giét cac c6 &y roi vt xudng
gi€ng trong biét phi. N6i cach khac thi bai dong dao chinh 1a nhirng 1o
cham bi€m ddi vai tay 1lanh chia da’y ciu Kindaichi a.”

“Da, vang.”

“O¥ cudi mdi 161 déu c6 doan co géi bi tra vé vi 1y do ndo d6 phai khong
nao. Chd day that ra 1a sy viéc khién ho bj giét. Ong chii nha quan cai da
Vi€t cau chuyén nhw vay d€ gui cho tap chi.”

“Béac ¢6 nh¢ tén tap chi khong a?”

“P& xem ndo... Tén thi tdi quén mat roi... Chic cdu biét tap chi Anh
sdng to’ dm chir? N6 cung khd, day khoang nam sau chuyc trang thi phai.
Pung ro6i, ciu Kindaichi a...”

“Da, vang.”

“Hay la cau thir hdi bén Kobe xem, chéc ho biét day.”

“Hoi ai bén Kobe co’ a?”

“Chdu trai 6ng chi nha quan cai, t€n Junkichi. La con trai ndi doéi ctua
nha chdong em gai 6ng ay.”

“Yoshida Junkichi phdi khong a?”

“Phai, phai r'oi. Nha Yoshida von la dai dia chi ving Suma ¢ Kobe nén
dén gio van kha gia 1dm. Cau Junkichi c6 mdt nguwdi ban than tir h'6i hoc &
Pai hoc Waseda. Ngwdi niy sau chién tranh bit dau dam mé dan tdc hoc,
tré thanh hoc gia dau nganh, t€n l1a gi &y nhi...”

“C6 phai gido s Yanagita Kunio khong a?”

“Piing, ding r'6i. Ong cha nha quan cai vin ludn dén doc cic bai viét
cla gido s Yanagita ddy.” Atsuko gop loi.

“Phai, gido s Yanagita. Gido sw nay, tirc ban than ctia ciu Junkichi, da
do dau cho mot t& chirc hdi vién d€ xud't ban tap chi toi vira néi. La chd



ban bé nén khi 4y ciu Junkichi ciing bd ra mot khodn tai tro, mdi thang déu
c6 tap chi tr Tokyo gii vé. Ong chi nha quan cai qua Kobe choi, bit gip
thi doc thir, r'oi néi s€ vi€t mdt bai vé khic ca ti cau lang Dau Quy. Ping
roi, toi nho ra roi. Nhan dé bai viét 1a ‘Doi dong suy nghi vé khiic ca td
¢au lang Pau Quy.’ Ong &y dit tén nhw vay r'di givi bai di va dwoc ding 1én
tap chi. Pwong nhién 1 ¢ tap chi biéu gii vé. Ong &y coi né nhw cia bdu
Ay, gitt gin can than 1dm. Khong biét anh Kahei dwgc cho xem bao gior
chwa?”

“Chwa a, chdu m&i nghe thad’y chuyén nay I'an dau a.”

“That 13, con ngudi Ay ciing bwdng 1dm cor. Ban thin thi hanh dién hét
mic vi bai viét cia minh dwgc dang nguyén ven 1€n tap chi, th€” ma khi toi
bao hay chi dem cho cad lang cuing xem thi lai kéu cho xem khac nao dan
gdy tai triu... Atsuko chic khong biét chuyén nay dau nhi?”

“Véng, con cling m&i nghe Ian dau a.”

“A, ding rbi, khi &y cd Shige m&i sinh con so, con con dang qua bén
d6 nhi?”

“Né&u thé thi chic 1a chuyén xay ra vao thang Tdm nim kia a? Vi Shige
sinh em bé 1a vao 27 thang Tdm ma.”

“Phai, phai. Khi &y tr¢i néng 14m.”

“Da, cdm on cu nhiéu a. C6 1€ khong nén d€ moi ngwoi doi 1du thém
ntra nén t6i xin phép dung & day da.” Vi cudc tro chuyén nay ma viéc dwa
tang Yasuko bi tri hodan gan mot ti€ng. Tuy nhién, chgng ai than phién vé
st cham tré Ay ca.

Nhw Miki néi véi Kindaichi tredc khi anh roii Nwdc néng Kame, hém
nay sau € tang nha Yura con ¢4 1€ viéng nha Nire nira.

Kindaichi va Isokawa dwoc 6ng chi Kahei moi t¢i dy 1€ vieng, nhung
tan dung thoi gian ranh trede d6, hai ngwoi van 18y xe dap deo nhau qua
ngdi nha tranh bén bo ¥@dm Thwc Nhén.

Tw khi Hoan mat tich, noi ddy da trd thanh doi twgng di€u tra kham
xét t&i vai ba Tan, thé’ ma khong mét ai twdng twong dwore 1a con bi mat hét
strc trong dai an gid'u trong mdt tap chi mong. Kindaichi va Isokawa ché
nhau t&i nha tranh 1a d€ tim quyén tap chi &y, nhwng du 14t tung trng tAm



chi€u tatami 1én, ho vAn khong thd’y béng ddng né dau.

“Theo loi k€ ctia ba cu nha Yura thi 1€ ra Hoan phai ci't gitt nd can than
1&m cht...”

“Chuyén tr nam kia, nghia la h'6i Hoan con & canh h'd trixt nwde phai
khong nhi?”

“Pung r'o6i, hay la 6ng &'y lam ma't trong qua trinh chuyén nha?”

X “Em thay kha niing &y thAp 1dm, chi huy a. Sdch bdo thwdng thi thoi,
dang nay 12_11/151 quyen tap chi quy bau c6 déng bai vi€t cia minh, nén nhw cu
Ioko néi, chac han Hoan phai gitr gin can than.”

“Thé thi tai sao nd lai khdng c6 & day?”

“Nhi€u kha nang khong phai do tha't lac, ma c¢6 ké c¢d tinh 187y di.”

“Chd may c6 cho ring chinh 1a Hoan khong?”’

“Gior van chwra phdi lic d€ néu ra ciu hoi d6 dau. Vi khong 6 Hoan con
song hay da chét nwra 1a.”

“Nhwng ma chi nay...”

“Vang.”

“Cheamg phai chuyén gi m¢&i, nhung phai cdng nhén tric quan, hay cé 1€
la nhan quan chang, cia chu dang né that da’y.”

“A ha ha, sao anh lai n6i thé€?”

“Thi ngay khi nhin thdy thi th€ Yasuko, chd da hdi khip moi ngudi 1a
trong ving c6 truyén thuyé&t hay dién tich ndo lién quan t&i hii véi phéu
khong con gi.”

“A, chuyén d6 a... Nhung c¢6 ndm mo’ em ciing khong ngo t&i mot khic
ca tu cau.”

“Cai da’y thi bi€t lam sao dworc. Chfmg ai nghi toi viéc ¢6 mdt bai dong
dao ki quai nhw vy dau. Nhung ma nay...”

“Vang.”

“Tai sao ba cu nha Yura khong k€ ludn tw t&i qua nhi? Néu nghe dwoc
tw ldc &y thi ¢6 khi chiing ta da doan ra Fumiko l1a muc tiéu ti€p theo roi.”

“Cuy Ioko bao 12 do chdu chit 1am phién con gi.”

“K€ cd th&, vi ching ta & nha da’y c¢6 phai chi mdt chdc mdt 14t d\ﬁu.
Hon nwra, da 1a chuyén trong dai thi ddng 1€ cu nén bdo cho minh bang



dwore chir, du ¢6 phai thdng qua ngwoi khac di chang niva. Nghi theo chiéu
hwdng xau thi viéc cu Ay d& dén hom nay méi néi chiang khdc gi doi cho
Fumiko bi gi€t xong xuoi!”

“Um, néu nghi theo chiéu hwdng xau thi ding 1a nhw vay.” Kindaichi
dirng bén ctra sO ngdi nha tranh cia Hoan, vira 1dm bam vira thin tho trong
ra dAm Thuc Nhan, noi hoa beo tring dang né rd, pht kin mit nwdc. Bdng
nhién, anh ring minh nhw th€ vira nghi ra diéu gi. “Chi huy a!”

“Anh mau ctt nguoi di khip lang, hdi nhitng ngudi cao tudi xem cé con
khuc ca ti cau nao gidng the khong.”

“Kindaichi!” Mt Isokawa trom tron nhir mudn hit 14y hinh béng ngudi
d6i dién. “Y chi 14 vin con nhitng bai dong dao dang ngo khic w?”

“Cheamg 1€ anh khong tha’y trong khiic ca ma ba cu nha Yura hat c6 di€m
hoi la sao?”

“Piém nao la co’?”

“Thi dady, anh khong thdy 1a mdy bai dong dao hét khi choi ti cau
thwong c¢6 ba, nam, hay bay 1o véi mot chit dé thng nha't sao. Vi nhw mot
bai em bi€t la thé& nay...”

Kindaichi 18y hoi r'6i ca't ti€ng hat, “Tot nha't 1a con gai hang chi.” Anh
ngan nga 12y nhip roi ti€p tuc. “Nhi la con gai hang ro1, ba la con géi hang
reou, bon la con gai hang mudi, nam la con gdi hang vai, vac vai di dau,
hai ba nay, hai ba nay... Nghia la tw 101 mot d&€n ndm déu la k& vé cac cd
gdi. The thirc thdong thwong clia hau hét cac bai dong dao hat khi choi td
cau déu thé". Nhung trong khiic ca ban nay cu Ioko hat thi doan chi sé thir
nha't 1a vé quan cai, dén loi hai lovi ba lai quay sang ma’y ¢6 gdi. Em cam
thay nhwr vdy khdng ding 1dm vé&i th€ thirc dong dao. Khi ba chi sé k&
chuyén thi 1€ ra phai la chuyén vé ba c6 gai m&i ding.”

“Anh hi€u r6i. Thé nén...”

“Th& nén em cho rang tir xwa & lang Pau Quy da c6 hai di ban dong
dao, mdt ban xud't hi€én nhan vat quan cai, ban con lai chi k€ vé cac co6 gai.
Tic 1a s€ con mot ¢6 gdi nira 1am sao da’y bj tra vé. Ma nha nao trong lang
nay cha c6 t€n hiéu. Nhw nha Miki l1a hang met, nha Yukari 1a hang khoa
chealng han. Theo em thi viAn con mdt phién ban k& vé cd con gdi dim thim
cua hang nao ddy bi trd vé vi 1y do gi d6.”



“Kindaichi!” rom ngwdi vi kinh hai, Isokawa vo thitc cao giong. “Y chu
13 trong lang con mot ¢d gdi nira dang bj hung thil nhim vao sao?”

“Khong, khong phai!” Kindaichi 14c manh d4u. “Cho dii ¢6 ai bi nhim
vao hay khong, ch?ing phai vin nén xdc nhan lai da a?”

“C4i d6 thi ding. Di nhién 1a vay.” Isokawa gin giong r'oi tiép tuc. “Va
lai thti pham trong may vu ki€u nay thwong c6 khuynh hwedng gy an mot
cach ti mi nhat c6 th€. Pic biét 1a khi y da thanh cdng my man trong hai vu
con géi hang hii va hang can.”

“Pudng. Vi the’ mirc d6 nguy hi€m ctia y cang tang 1én ga'p boi.”

“Puoce roil” Tsokawa siét chit nim da'm. “Lai dwoc chd khai sang cho
roi. Phai, ding nhw chi néi. Ba chu sé k€ chuyén ma mot vé quan cai, hai
chu con lai vé cac cd gai thi ding Ia la lung. Pang 1€ phai c6 thém mot co
gdi nira. A!”

“Sao th¢ a?”

“Kindaichi!” Khée mét ctia vién canh sét 140 luyén nhung van rat that
tha tot tinh bdng (ra €. “Anh phai ngd mii kinh phuc chid mot IAn nira m&i
dwoc. Toi gio anh méi hi€u dwgre ngu ¥ cua chi khi néi néu tap chi khong
nim trong nha nay thi nhiéu kha ning khong phai do that lac ma 1a c6 ké
¢ tinh 18y di. Chéc hin bai viet ‘Doi dong suy nghi veé khuc ca tu cau lang
Pau Quy’ ctia Hoan c6 dé cép t&i ¢6 gai thi ba, phai khong?”

“Em nghi nhi€u kha nang la nhw vay.”

“Thé thi ba cu nha Yura phai bi€t chir nhi? Pa doc lau lau may doan
khac thi cheamg co 1€ lai quén mat doan quan trong nha't, bi€t dau con la
doan chira goi y dan t&i nan nhén tiép theo.”

“Cho nén ba cu m&i nhic di nhic lai, nha&n manh 12 minh 1&n.”

“Khi that, mu gia khon ki€p do!” Isokawa budt mi€ng théa ma, xong
ma&i sye nghi lai ma ngé nghiéng xung quanh xem c6 ai khac khong roi dot
ngdt ha giong. “Theo chu, cu ta ¢6 lién can gi t&i vu an Tan nay khong?”

“Chéc khong dau.” Kindaichi khé 1ac dau. “Thuc t& 12 t&i qua ba cu da
dinh k€& vé khic ca td cau roi con gi. Nhung ching ta lai sao nhang vi
Yukari nén tudt ma't co’ hdi ngan vang. Nhwng dung nhu anh no6i, chuyén hé
trong dén thé thi cu nén cho ching ta bi€t, du c¢6 phai nho' ngwoi khac
chuyén 11 di nira. Pang nay cu khdng bdo, chitng td ngan &y nim song
trén doi d3 bép méo ban chd't con ngwdi ciia cu roi. Khong hén 1a xd'u tinh,



ma nén néi 1a cach tu duy di virot ra khdi khudn khd thién 4c tring den. C6
1& cu nghi rang Hoan va ch4u gdi minh d bj giét ding nhw khic ca r'éi, biét
dau ti€p theo s€ la con gdi nha hang can. Thé thi ké, cir d€ bén hang can
phai ném trai dau don nhw minh cho bo... Ki€u nhw thé chang?”

“T6i hi€u.” Isokawa gat gii dong tinh. “Thé& 14, con gai nha hang céan bj
gi€t ding theo khic dong dao. Ba cu bén nghi, con mdt ké nira dang bi
nhim t&1i, nhuwng thdi ctr doi xem kich hay da...”

“Pung. V& ma mi cda ba cu chflng phai chuyén dua dau.”

“Diing 12 ba gid quy quai. Ching A’y tudi r'oi ma van gitr rit hau bao cla
ca nha, chealng chiu giao lai cho Atsuko quan ly chi tiéu. Nhung Kindaichi
ndy, dit doan con lai ctia khiic ca tid cAu c6 nhic t&i hang gi thi hang Yy
cling phai c6 con gai dang tudi cap ké, ding khong?”

“Pung. N&u khong phai thi ¢6 1€ ba cu da néi luén vE c6 gdi th ba &
dé ron.”

“Puoc!” Chi huy Isokawa v0 tay céi bop. “Biét d€ xdc dinh pham vi
giang lwdi nra. Chd lai khai sang cho anh thém nhiéu r6i.”

Isokawa dwa d6i ban tay to ban bét 14y tay Kindaichi v&i vé cam kich
v bién.

“Ra vay a.” Kindaichi nghiéng dau suy tw. “N&u c¢6 phwong an do thi...
khoan hdy phdi nguoi di do hdi khap lang. Thir bi mat hdi chuyén ba cu nha
anh Tatsuzo xem sao da.”

“U. Thé& 14t nira roi 1 viéng s¢'m mot chit roi lai qua nha Yukari. Hay
1a thoi khdng dén 1€ vieng nira...”

“Em vaAn mu6n d&n viéng nha hang cin xem th& nao.”

“Y chd 1a?”

“Bi€t dau Sakie me dé Fumiko tw Tottori t&i ciing nén.”

“A!” Chi huy tac lwdi mot cdi ro to. “Phai roi nhi! N&u nhan dién tw
séng thi hin van kip vé day d€ du 18 vieng 57 nay. Ching ta mau qua 12
viéng nha hang can thoi nhi.”

“A, khoan, anh doi em chuit da.”

“Co chuyén gi?”

“A khéng, em chi mudn xem ddm ki nhdéng son tiéu con & diy
khong...” Kindaichi budc ra bép, ngé vao chd chum nwéc. O ddy chum



van lic nhiic ddm sinh vat ki dj kia. Chiing nim im thin thit nhw th& ngi
dong. Sau dwdi lan da ghé ron van phdt ra nhing ludng sang di hom. “Cai
gidng nay khong ¢in cho in ma van sdng dai phét nhi.”

“Kindaichi,” Isokawa nhin vao mit Kindaichi voi vé do hdi roi ha
giong thi thAm. “Trong chi rat hirng thd voi 1 ki nhong, khong 1€ ¢6 lién
quan t&i vy an?”

Kindaichi cham rdi 1ic d4u, “Hién tai thi em chua rd, nhung Hoan da
b4t chiing ngay tredc khi moi viéc xay ra, nén biét dau ching cé vai trd nio
deo...”

Hai ngwoi lang im nhin dam sinh vt di hom chfmg h€ nhic nhich 12y
mot li dwdi ddy chum. “Hinh nhw d@n con nay vao gidp tang cwong sinh lyc
phét day...” Kindaichi dwa tay ddy nip chum, ding lic nghe chi huy 14m
bam nhw vay. “Nao, di thoi anh.”

Suy doan cta Kindaichi qua nhién khdng sai vao dau dworc.

So v&i nha Yura td1 qua, 1€ viéng nha Nire ¢6 phan rAm 16 hon. 7 gio
t01, khi Kindaichi cling Isokawa déo nhau t&i noi, hién nha réng thénh
thang da chat kin giay dép khach khira, gan nhw chfmg con chd dit chan.

Hai ngwoi bude vao thi gdp Kanao dang ngdi & ban tiép tan.

“A, tién sinh va chi huy di dau mai th&” a. Ban nay bac Kahei c¢6 tim hai
viday a.”

“The a! Phi€én ciu bdo ho la chung t61 da dén ro6i1 nhé.”

“Vang.”

Ngo6i nha két cA'u ba gian nhw thwong thd’y & ving nay, nhwng khac voi
nha Yura thi ngay t&i 1€ viéng toan bd cdc gian da dwoc mé thong hét vaoi
nhau va déu déng nghit khach. Vwra tor hién bwdc 1én thém nha 1a hoi
ngroi ngdt ngat néng nyc da 4p ngay vao mat. Hai nguoi bang qua thém
nha di vao phong 16,5 m2. Ban thd & ddy bé thé hon han so v&i nha Yura
to1 qua. D6 cling phong phd du loai, mén nao mén nd’y déu hét sirc linh
dinh.

Isokawa dwa ra phong bi tién phiing dirng tén cd hai réi dén bén
Kindaichi, cting thip hwong cho Fumiko. Piing ltic d6 Naohei di d&n, minh
van 4o truyén thong dang 1€ phuc.



“Em gdi tdi dwoce tién sinh va chi huy thip cho nén hwong th& nay that
quy hoéa qua. T6i xin thay mat 6ng gia cam on hai vi.”

“A, c6 gi dau... Ban nay nghe cdu Kanao néi 12 b&' cdu tim chiing t6i?”

“Vang, 6ng van doi hai vi t¢ ndy. Nha tdi ¢6 chuan bi mam c¢d riéng
roi... Michiko, em din hai vi diy qua bén d6 nhé.”

“Véang, moi hai vi di theo t6i a.”

Bing qua can phong chen chic khach khira, ba ngwoi di doc theo hanh
lang din t&i nha phu x4y theo ki€u ba gian gidng nhw nha Yura. Tuy nhién
noi day bé thé hon hin, gom hai phong 12 m? va mdt phong 16,5 m?. Hién
gio ma’y tA'm ctra tregt ngan cach gitra cac phong déu da dwoc dep di d€
tao thanh mot khong gian twong d6i thodng dang, khi€n nguoi ta thw théi
hin khi vira ti phong 16m chat nich ngudi qua day.

Trong phong 16,5 m2 bay bdn bd khay d6 #n, mdi bd gom mot khay
chinh mot khay phu. Kindaichi va Isokawa vira ng'6i vao géc danh cho
khach hodc beé trén thi Kahei tir phia khac di vao phong. Di ciing 6ng 1a mét
phu nit mic tang phuc, tudi ngoai tir tuan. Xem chirng sau nha phu nay van
con phong 6¢ khéc ntra.

“Oi, hai vi d&n r'oi, thit quy héa qua. Ctt ngdi yén di, khong phai ding
1€n dau.” Kahei chu ddo chao hoi roi quay sang phia con dau. “Michiko,
con quay lai lo bén kia nhé. Nhung mang reou néng qua day da. Ngan &y
khéach thi c6 v0 tay goi ciing khong nghe thd'y dau.”

“Vang. Thé& t6i xin phép nhé, ti€n sinh Kindaichi, chi huy Isokawa!”

“Vang.”

“Hai vi ct thw tha!” Michiko dat tay xudng san, kinh can cdi dau hanh
18 r'oi roi di.

“T61 nay hai cau cr thong tha thwdng rwou twedng nhd ngwoi da khuat.
Nhung tredc hét tdi xin phép gidi thi€u...” Kahei néi roi quay qua phia
ngwoi phu ni theo sau minh. “Pay 1a Sakie, em 1t cda toi. Sakie, day la tién
sinh Kindaichi va chi huy Isokawa ma anh da k&, mau chao hoi di.”

“Vang.” Sakie quy g6i hanh 1&. “Han hanh dwoc gip hai vi. Toi 1a
Sakie, me cua dira bé xau s& vira ra di h'6i dém.”

Chwa no6i hét cau, Sakie da oa khoc nire né. Khoc ma't mot ldc, ba mdi
lau nwdrc mét tiep tuc, “XAau hd qud. M&i gidp mit TAn dau ma da d€ hai vi
tha’y canh twong khé coi nhw vay. T6i s€ khong khoc nira dau, mong hai vi



rira han cho dira con géi dang thwong cua toi.”

Miéng néi khong khéc nira, nhung nhitng ti€ng ni'c nghen van chyc
budt ra khdi cudng hong, khién ba phai don hét sirc kim nén. “That la...
mong hai vi thong cam...”

“Vang.”

“Em tdi khoc cling phai th6i.” Kahei tor bén canh do loi. “Fumiko da
khua't ta't nhién 12 ding thwong, nhuwng em tdi bi bd lai cling tdi nghiép
chaalng kém. Chuwa kip nhan nhau da cit chia vinh vién... Toi day dirt qud!”

Kahei nghen ngio néi, mit hap hdy lién h'di. Bt chot nhé ra, ong voi
cam vo ruou lén.

“Qi that 13, rdi trf qué th€... Chwa ndi 16 dAu cua tai nheo da than thé
om som thi cac vi lam sao hi€u dwgc. Pay, vira thwedng regru vira nghe toi
k& nhé.” Kahei Tan lwgt chAm rweou cho hai vi khach. “Thicc nhdm dam bac,
mong hai cdu c ty nhién... Sakie, rét thém rwou cho chi huy di...”

“A, vang, quy héa qua...” Isokawa nh&p mdi cho voi bét chén reou
day roi dit xuéng. “N6i thé nao nhi, c6 Fumiko m&i mat khong phéi con
rudt anh, ma 1a giot mdu ctia cd day, nhw thién ha van d6n?”

“Puing. Chuyén dén nwdce nay, cau Kindaichi a...”

“Vang.”

“X4&u mit 1dm, nhung chflng the’ bo bo si dién dworc hira. Toi da quyét
tdm s€ noi ra hét, mong cau bd chiit thoi gian ngdi nghe nhé.”

“Moii Ong a...”

Kahei dwa ca hai tay do' chén cho Kindaichi cham rwou, lam mot hoi
can sach roi nhich tdi tred'c mot chuit.

“Truc ti€p khen ngoi tred'c mat em gai thi hoi ki, nhwng Sakie ddy la
dra thong minh nhat trong may anh chi em t6i ddy. Nha c6 bdy chi em.
Trén t6i, nhw d4 néi ban ndy bén 1& tang nha Yura, con c¢é mot chj géi tén la
Tokiko, nhing mat te khi con nhd nén chi ¢6 sdu nguoi tredng thanh.
Trong s6” sdu anh em thi ¢6 ut diy dac biét sang da, hoc hanh thi ctr déu dat
thanh tich cao. Khi n6 tdt nghiép treong nir sinh bén Soja va mudn hoc 1én
ti€p, Ong cu nha tdi nghe gido vién & treong thuyét phuc 1a mot cd bé thong
minh nhw vdy ma chi cho hoc hét chwong trinh nir sinh thdi thi phi pham
qud, cu moi quyét tam giri né toi Kobe, & nho’ nha ch'ong cd em ngay dwdi
toi 1a Tsugiko d€ theo hoc hé cao dealng cta Hoc vién J. Sau nay nghi lai thi



da’y qua la mam mong cda tai wong. Sang da dé€n dau cling chi 1a c6 bé con
doi muoi chwa ranh su doi, & thanh phd’ nhw the kidu gi ching c6 may tay
hdo sic nhdom ngé. Song than toi cling chd quan di, ¢t nghi con minh doi
nao giap chuyén gi dwgrc. The 1a mua xuan nam 1931, con bé nay dwoc gui
dén Kobe.”

Tam nghi 18y hoi gitra cau chuyén nghe chung sé con ra't dai, Kahei Ian
lwg't cham rwegru cho Kindaichi, Isokawa va ban than minh.

“Ay vy ma m&i degre ¢6 mot nim, dén cudi 1932, Tsugiko dd din né
vé diy. Con chi nhan 16i quan 1y khong sdt sao, roi bdo v&i bd me 1a hinh
nhuw Sakie cé mang. Chéc chi huy ciing dodn dworc song than toi bt ngor
nhu’O’ng nao.’

“Um, h&n roi.

“Con bé 1a ut it, von di da dwoc ceng nyng nhiéu, lai cé chit nhan sac,
roi con hoc cao hon hét dam con gdi ving nay thoi d6, thanh thir song than
toi tre hao 1dm. Ay vdy ma né lai &€ mot tay cha cing chi ki€t lam cho énh
bung ra, thtr hoi ai ma khong tha't vong cho dwoce.”

“Clng phai...” Isokawa vira nhdp chén riroru do chinh nhan vat lam cha
me thi't vong rét cho, vira dap ki€u 14 ling d€ khdi méch long ai.

“T61 cung the thoi, cdu Kindaichi a.”

“Vang.”

“Con bé nay nho hon t6i nhtng muoi bay tudi, nén tuy la anh em
nhung v&i t6i nd chang khéc gi con gdi cd. Am bong tr lic lot long, tham
chi thay ca ta cho, Sakie cling la dira tdi thwong nha't nha. Thé nén khi con
bé bé bdi veé day, toi tirc khong biét d€ dau cho hét day, chi huy a.”

“Ciing phai thoi.”

“N6i 1a néi vay, nhung né dang bau bi nén khong th€ ning tay dworc,
v&i ca tinh hinh da thé r'di con bi€t lam sao nira. Ca nha nhat tri 1a néu né
véi ga kia thim thiét qud thi cho hai dira 13y nhau, bio Sakie néi tén g ra,
nhung con bé sdng chét khong hé ring, doa 1a moi ngwoi ma d'on ép thi nd
s& cin ludi ty tir. Nha téi dén bé tay vé&i nd.”

“R°61 sao nwra a?”’

Isokawa hoi, roi quay qua hwong Kindaichi. Anh van ling thinh cii
gdm mit, chim chd g& mén cé trap. C6 1& cd hai déu mudn trdnh nhin
Sakie.



“Thi né khong chiu mé& miéng nén nha téi danh hdi chi nd, nhung
Tsugiko lai khong bi€t dau cua tai nheo thé” nao. Cudi cling ca nha quyét
dinh doi dira bé ra doi roi s€ nudi day nhw con cda tdi. May 1a con cé cai
nha nghi sudi nwdc néng & Kinosaki ciia bén nha vo téi. Ching to6i gui
Sakie toi d6, vo toi di cing. Pén mung 5 thang Nam nam 1933 thi Fumiko
chao doi. Lam vay cling vot vat dwoe chit th€ dién, nhwng nong thdn
khong nhu thanh phd’, lang x4 thi hep ma miéng lwdi thi ghé gém 18m.
Chfmg may chdc viéc Fumiko khdng phai con tdi ma la con hoang cua
Sakie da lan truyén khip lang. P&n khi Fumiko bét d4u hi¢u chuyén thi con
bé van ludn trin tré dan vit vi viée ay. Nght lai that tdi nghiép.”

Kahei nghen ngao no6i, Sakie thi dwa khan tay 1€n mi€ng, c6 ngan minh
bat khoc.

Sau day Kindaichi va Isokawa dwoc nghe k€ rang du biét qua khit cta
Sakie nhwng nha ch'dng bén Tottori vAn chdp nhin ba vé lam dau. O d6 ba
dwoc chdng yéu thwong va di thém ba mit con. Nhung Sakie van trin troc
hing dém vi Fumiko, dita con ma ba trét sinh ra. Chao doi dd 1a mot dira tré
khong cha, phai sdng trong tii ho suét ba’y lau nay, dang dd hoa nién dep
dé nhat thi lai bat hanh bd mang. Nghi t&i dira con bac ménh nhw thé’, ai
ma khong dau thit rudt gan co’ chi.

“May ma anh chi t61 thwong chdau nhw con, lai dwgrc Naohei va
Katsuhei déu hiéu chuyén. Gan day anh t6i con néi s€ kén cho Fumiko mot
chang r& t6t nén toi cling yén tim, thwdng quay vé hudng nay chép tay cau
kha'n mai. Khong hi€u sao ma lai ra ndng ndi...” Sakie vira than thé vira cd
nudt nhirng ti€ng na’c nghen vao trong. K€ cling khong trach dworc.

“Thoi nao thdi nao. CO khdc anh x6t rudt 18m. Lai con 1am khéach udng
reo'u ma't ngon nira. Khoc the thoi.”

“Em xin 16i. Em khong c6 y trach méc gi anh d4u. Chi 1a dau long qua
nén ndi ra, mong tién sinh Kindaichi va chi huy Isokawa gitip do' d€ con bé
dwoc ngdm cuwoi noi chin sudi.”

“A, nhan tién t6i c6 diéu mudn hdi...” Tuy ra't théng cam véi Sakie,
nhung boi r6i mii vi nedc mit va hang tring than thé cfia ba, d&n lic nay
Isokawa m&i tranh tha dwoc co hdi mé 16i. Ong nhich téi trede mot chiit.
“Nghe chuyén thi t6i hi€u hoan canh ra doi cia Fumiko r6i, nhwng rot
cudc, bd co bé 1a ai?”



“A, chi huy a...” Dbi mit to ctia Kahei chim chid nhin Kindaichi va
Isokawa. “Nghe néi 1a & dam viéng nha Yura t&i qua, ba Atsuko da gap
riéng hai vi d€ néi chuyén. Khong bi€t ba 4y c¢6 k€ chuyén gi li€n quan
khong ha cau Kindaichi?”

“Coa.”

“V€ cha ctia Fumiko w?”

“Vang.”

“Ba &y noi sao?”

“A thi, hinh nhw cha c6 bé 12 tay Itra ddo Onda...”

Kahei khé liéc sang Sakie roi méi tiép tuc, “O, qua nhién con ngwdi d6
bi€t. Nhung ba &y nghe ai k&' nhi?”

“A...” Thay Kindaichi ling ting, Isokawa Iién tir bén canh d& 1oi.
“Nghe 6ng chtl nha quan cai ke thi phai.”

“Thé& a?” Kahei tim tim gat dau, roi lai nhéch mép cwoi day vé 16i doi.
“Chi huy Kindaichi nay!”

“Vang.”
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“Khuc ca ta cau ban ndy ba cu nha Yura hat &y.

“Da, vang.”

“Khong bi€t ai sdng tdc ma ding that diy. bwa dweoc my nhan vé
nhung khong bd noi tat 18m 151, dem chuyén réu rao khép noi, thé 1a bi
chudc ngl bang sit quan thio, chudc ngd bing sit quan thdo... Ha ha ha.”
Kahei cwoi khuing khuc. “Cau Kindaichi...”

“Vang.”

“Ca chi huy Isokawa ntra, chiu khé nghe ti€p nhé! Pay ciing 1a chuyén
toi nghe 6ng chu nha quan cai k€ thoi. Con bé Yasuko moi bj giét aYy...
Hinh nhw n6 ciing 1a giot mdu ctia Onda...”

“Oi, anh, chuyén dé...”

Sakie thodng 10 vé hoang s¢’. Kindaichi va Isokawa ciing giat minh nhin
Kabhei.

Vin né nu cudi v&i vé 16i doi, Kahei ddo 4nh mét tinh ranh qua mit
Kindaichi va Isokawa thém mdt lic r'6i méi quay lai Sakie, “Co c& yén
tdm. Anh ndéi ra khong phai vi bwc minh mudn trd diia viéc ba &y bong gié
veé cO dau. Anh khong tré con dé€n thé”. Nhwng trong tinh hinh nay, c6 1€ nén



cho hai vi day biét l1a ¢6 lori d6n nhw vady, nhd tham khao dwore gi thi sao.
Do d6 anh méi mé lovi. C6 khdng phai lo.”

“Diing dd’y, anh Kahei.” Mit vin chwa ngudi vé bang hoang, Isokawa
nhich t&i tredc thém do6i chit. “Néu chuyén anh vira néi 1a that, nghia la
Yasuko bén kia va Fumiko bén nay, la chi em cung cha khac me hay sao...”

“Khong dau...” Kindaichi vira néi vira rung dui ban bat. “Khong chi hai
cd ay. Con cad Yukari ntra...”

“A!” Isokawa thdt 1én, co' mit cing ra. Ong nhin hét Kindaichi roi lai
toi Kahei va Sakie. Sakie chét di€ng, mat moi tim tai. Trong ba no6i da ga,
vai run run tueng do't, xem ching cling méi nghe chuyén nay I'an déu.

“Nhung ma, anh Kahei c6 ching cit gi khong?” Mit Isokawa 16e 1én
sdc sdo.

“Chéc 6ng chli nha quan cai phai c6 bang chitng xdc ddng nao day. Ma
suy cho cung thi chi ngwoi me méi biét r6 cha cia con minh la ai, nén
khdng hiéu 6ng chil nha quan cai ¢é thye s nim dwoce chirng ¢ nao khgng
dinh d6 la giot mau ctia Onda khdng ntra. Tuy nhién 6ng &Yy hin phéi c6 can
ctr vé quan hé bat chinh gitra Atsuko va tay Onda kia. V&i cd nha bén &y
cé bon nguoi con, cdu ca Toshiro nam nay la 33 tudi, cdu thir Jiro néu
khong t tran thi 32, ¢6 Fusako lam dau & Himeji thi 31. Tan sudt 1a hai
nam mot dira, nhing xong ba dira 1a tit ngém, hon tim nam sau méi dé ti€p
Yasuko. Hém nay t6i t&i tru s& lang vi viéc ctia Fumiko, nhan tién tra ctru
ho tich nha Yura thi thd'y co6 Fusako sinh vao mung 7 thang Ba ndm 1924,
trong khi sinh nhit Yasuko la 16 thdng Tw nam 1933. The& day cau
Kindaichi a.”

“Vang.”

“DP¢i nay ching hi€m tredng hop anh chi em cdch nhau t&i tdm, hay
thdm chi mwoi may nam. Ngay ho hang nha tbi ciing chgng hi€m. Nhung
Yasuko khong nhitng xinh xén, lai con chaalng gidng b6 me anh chi chut
nao. Ong chi nha quan cai c6 nghi ngo d6 1 giot mdu rovi cia ai khdc thi
cling phai dao thoi.”

“Nhwng hin 1a Hoan phai c¢6 chitng cit gi d€ cho ring “ai khdc’ chinh 1a
Onda chit?” Isokawa hdi d6n mot cach sic sdo.

“Cung ding. Con tai sao va khi nao 6ng chu nha quan cai di k& chuyén
dé6 voi toi thi...”



Kahei tim tim cwoi ngwong, dwa ban tay to ban 1én vudt mat roi mai
ti€p tuc.

“Cai nay, thoi, ban ndy da néi nhitng chuyén kinh khing trwd'c mat
Sakie r'oi, gio d€ k€ ngon nganh bu lai vdy. Nhu ¢6 Tdn tim sy voi cdu
Kindaichi, mot dao t6i tng qua lai thAn mat v&i Atsuko. H6i d6 1a nam
1936 thi phai, tdam mdt ndm sau khi Utaro mat. T6i néng mdu, ba't chap
diéu tiéng d& bi mat qua lai v&i ba Ay. B& me t6i lo 1dng gép ¥ no kia. N6i
ra thi td1 Sakie, nhung 6ng ba khong ddm néi ndng tdi chinh la vi 4y ndy
voi t6i vu nhian Fumiko lam con minh. Viéc ciling chéng cO gi diang ty hao,
cit coi nhrr ba'y gior tai tdi mé dim Atsuko qud md mo mét di. Me tdi sang
nha quan cai than khéc thi 6ng chit bén &y nhan x& 1y hd. Sau d6 6ng dén
khuyén can tdi va ti€t 10 mot chuyén, dan la ding néi hé cho ai biét, ngay
ca voi b6” me. Chinh 1a chuyén téi vira néi dd’y. Lic md&i nghe toi s6¢
1&m... N6i ra thi chic cdc vi cudi cho thdi miii 12 ché ché meo 1dm Iong,
nhung it ra chuyén ching toi ciing 14 khi dang Ay da géa chdng. Chit nhu
ong chl nha quan cai k€ thi Atsuko da ling nhing to h'6i ch'éng con s6ng
kia. Chi thé th6i da da khién t6i chanh long r'6i, day lai con nudi nang giot
mau cua tay Onda kia v&i danh nghia con gdi minh ntra. N6i chfmg may
Atsuko sinh con trai ctia Onda, hai dira tré 1on 1én qua lai v&i nhau r'6i sinh
ra mot dira con thi ching phai qud phién ha sao. Nghi t¢i d6 12 toi lai ron
nguwoi, bao nhiéu tinh cdm déu ngudi lanh ca.”

Thao thao mdt trang dai, mat Kahei dé 1€én.

“Ban than t6i hicu 10, ti€t 10 chuyén th& nay 13 qud tan nhin v&i mot
phu nr nhw ba &y. Nhung nghi bi€t dau vu an c6 lién quan t&i viéc ca hai
nan nhan déu Ia giot mau cua Onda thi sao, ti danh chon cach k€ cho hai vi
biét. Thé& nén, né€u chuyén dé khong lién quan gi t&i vu dn thi mong cac vi
coi nhw chwa tirng nghe thdy. Sakie, ca ¢6 cling vdy nhé.”

Kahei qua nhién khong quén din do moi ngwoi mot cach chu dao.

“Véng, tdi hi€u tdm tw ctia 6ng.” Kindaichi ddp v&i vé nghiém tic.
“Thé khi d6 Hoan c6 néi gi cu th€ vé quan hé gitra Onda v&i Atsuko khong
a?”

“Khong, du xem vé cling dinh néi dd'y, nhuwng t6i dang noén nao dién ti€t
qué nén ching con mudn nghe thém nhirng chuyén ban thiu &y nira, the 1a
dudi 6ng chll nha quan cai vé ma't. Gio nghi lai thi dworng nhw moi chuyén
déu an khop ca...”



“An khép thé nao?”

Puoc Isokawa mom loi, Kahei khé cwoi trir, hai ma hoi tng h'ong.

“A, 12 th& nay. Sau khi n6i tran 16i dinh dudi 6ng chi nha quan cai vé,
t6i nghi méi roi quyé&t dinh 1a chuyén Onda du that hay gia thi vAn nén cét
dat voi Atsuko. Chi tran tré chwa bi€t nén mé loi thé nao. Tuy ndi 1a bay
gio t6i mu quang mé dim ba Ay, nhung ban than ba Ay ciing ddp lai rat
nhiét tinh. La dan 6ng thi khong th€ 1y do 1y trd'u bing may chuyén chwa rd
thuc hw. The ma rdt cudc tdi chi lo bo tring ring, vi mdi ngip ngiing dé
cap, Atsuko da tan thanh chia tay ngay. Ma, ban cha't dan 6ng ich ki that
nhé! Atsuko tdn thanh xong t6i lai sitng so’, roi gidn dbi, r'oi ban khoin. C6
1& trong tham tAm t6i vAn mong ba Ay it ra phdi ndm 1Ay vat 40 minh ma
swo't mwét nirc nd mot trang chang. Ha ha ha, dua thé thdi chi gio’ nght lai
thi c6 1€ Atsuko bi€t cha Fumiko la ai déu nho 6ng chi nha quan cai néi
cho nghe chinh vao lic d6. Chr 6ng &y khong phai hang théc mach, ma k€
ca c6 hay bép xép nhu trong khic ca ti cau kia thi ciing khong bao gio
dang yén dang lanh lai di ti€t 16 nhtrng di€u kinh khung.”

“Y anh la Hoan da dem su that, hay it nhat 13 nghi vin vé than phan
ctia Yasuko néi v&i anh, con v&i Atsuko thi lai ti€t 10 than phan that cha
Fumiko d€ thuyét phuc ba &y ttr bd anh phai khong?”

“Ping roi. Ong cha nha quan cai tuy khong phai nguoi d& doi phd,
nhung ban cha't van 12 tot bung lai bao dong. Sau nay nghi lai thi sé& di ong
Ay phai dung t&i bién phdp bt thwong nhw vy c6 1€ vi lo ring toi voi
Atsuko ma ti€p tuc dan diu thi that Chealng khéc gi lam guwong xau cho ddm
thanh nién trong lang.”

“Toi hi€u.” Isokawa gat dau. “Tic 12 phia Yasuko van con doi chit nghi
van, nhung c6 Fumiko thi chic chin 1a giot mau cia Onda roi phai
khong?”

“Vang, chinh ngwoi dé ra Fumiko, tirc 1a em t6i, ndéi nhw vy ma. Mai
t&i khi vor chong téi dwa Fumiko vao hd tich dwéi danh nghia 1a con minh
roi dd danh 13 s& khong ndi gidn hay trdch méng gi nita, chi xin né néi ra
tén ctia cha dira tré thi con bé mé&i chiu mé miéng. Oi, khi &y t6i soc 1&m.
Héa ra tay kia bt chuyén né trén chuyé&n xe Ia t&i Kobe, roi dan da ga
gam. H6i &y mdi I4n dé&n lang gi déu t4 tic bén nha Yura. G4 con néi minh
la than thich cia Atsuko. Ho hang nha &’y thi than th¢’ chaamg c gi d€ ché
roi, xong lai thém cai mac tdt nghiép cao dealng thwong mai & Kobe cua



chinh g ntra chir... N6i chung 1a con bé bi Onda cho vao trong ngon o.”

Sau do6 Kahei ti€p tuc thay em gai thuat lai chi ti€t qua trinh bi Onda mé
hodc, khi€n Sakie khong khdi hd then. Tuy nhién ba khong dé mat hay roi
1& nira, ¢6 1& do dd quyét tAm sdn sang chAp nhan moi tdi hd, mién la dworc
hai vi khach quy day gidp rira han cho con minh.

“Ra la vdy. Ma chij nay!”

“Vang.”

“Cé 18 chj nghe 6ng Kahei k& r'6i, ring chi huy Isokawa diy van ludn
mang trong minh m&i nghi ngd siu sic vé vu 4n nim 1932, ring nguwoi bi
sat hai c6 1€ 1a Onda chr khong phai Genjiro nha Nwde nong Kame dau.”

“Vang, ban nay tdi nghe anh t6i k€ rodi...”

“Khong bi€t chi nghi sao v€ kha nang nay?”

“Nguoi nhw t6i 1am sao hi€u dwo'c ma’y chuyén dé a. Chi la gio nghi lai
thi viéc biét tim bay 1du nay ctia ngwoi 4y qua ciling ki la.”

Mit Sakie do ra nhw th€ bi sy so hdi xAm chi&€m. Kahei 1ién nhich mot
chiit toi treede.

“Nhung ma chi huy 4, néu vay thi dau khéc gi nhau 1m.”

“Khong khac nhau?”

“A, thi cho dit Onda 14 nan nhin con hung tha lai 12 Genjiro ctia Nuéc
nong Kame, thi Yiéc Genjiro 13n mdt hoi mat tim mat tich bay lau nay
chang phai ki la 1am sao?”

“Khdng, khic nhau nhi€u da’y 6ng cht a.” Kindaichi nhe nhang xen vao
tw bén canh.

“Cau no1 khac thé nao co?”

“Trong treong hop &y, ké bi truy ni toan qudc van 1a Onda. Nén néu
Genjiro la thi pham thi s& khong phai bi may tA'm anh hay phac hoa chan
dung dwoc phat di ca nwde, va sé dé 1an trdn hon nhiéu so v&i treong hop
Onda ding la tha pham.”

“Pa hiéu.” Kahei git gli, roi tiép tuc thic méc. “Vay thi ttr khi nao chi
huy bét d4au nghi ngd Genjiro 13 thit pham?”

“A, thi tai hoan toan khéng phdt hién dwoc tung tich gi ctia Onda, toi
ma&i nghi bi€t dau chinh gi lai 1a ngwoi bi giét. Pung roi, 1a vao khoang ba,
bdn thang sau khi vu dn xay ra.”



“Th& a? Nhwng sao sau ddy chi huy lai khong ti€n hanh truy lung tung
tich cia Genjiro?”

“Thi tai h'6i d6 t6i con tré, sé non ra rang, dem trinh bay suy luan tai
cudc hop cua ban chuyén dn nhwng khong ai d&€m xia. Gid ¢6 mot tA'm anh
cua Genjiro thi tdi da xoay x& tim cach roi, ti€c 1a cheamg cO ta'm nao.”

“A!” Kindaichi quay sang Isokawa v&i vé ba't ngo. “Khdng tim dwoc
anh n?o ctia Genjiro ay a?”

“U.”

“Thé& thi hoi ki nhi? Genjiro 1a ngwoi thuyét minh phim Iwng danh
Kobe: vay ma dé€n mdt tAim anh cling khdng ¢6?”

“Um, cha me Genjiro khd bao thti nén gid'u tiét viéc con minh lam nghé
thuy€t minh phim. Khi Genjiro vé lang, anh bi dem d6t hét. Chinh vi th¢’
toi m&i khong tim n6i du chi mét tA'm da’y.”

“Vay a!” Kindaichi dam chi€u suy nghi mdt hoi, dot nhién lai nhin
Sakie. “Chj a!”

“Vang.”

“H6i & Kobe chi cé gap Genjiro bao gio’ chwa?”

“Chwa bao gio’ a...”

“Khong nhat thi€t 1a gap tryc ti€p. Ch:flng han c6 Tan nao chi di xem
phim do anh ta thuy&t minh, v&i tinh than ung hd ngwoi cling qué khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi khong th€ nao dau cau Kindaichi...”

“Khong the€'la sao a?”

“Sau khi Genjiro bi giét thi viéc cdu ta lam thuy&t minh phim md&i dén
tai nguoi lang ching téi. Nhw chi huy Isokawa vira néi ddy, ong ba tién chi
Nudc néng Kame twong d6i ¢6 hid, s¢' mat médt nén van ludn gidu nhem
chuyén con trai minh lam ngh€ ay. Th& nén khi vy dn xdy ra, hay tin
Genjiro tung 1a thuyét minh phim ndi ti€ng, ca lang lai ngd ngang thém
mot ban. Cho nén con bé nay lam sao ma biét tw tredre dwore.”

“A...” Kindaichi cwdi trr, tay v& ddu gdi qua 1&p vai. Anh nhén ra
minh da Mm, c twdng ngudi lang van biét Genjiro 1am nghé gi tir dau,
nhA't 12 hdm qua khi thd’y Tatsuzo nga nga say lai ndi hitng bit chudc giong
thuy€t minh phim.

“Cheamg phai chuyén hay ho gi d€ ma k&€ ra, nhwng cau Kindaichi a.”



“Da.”

“C0 th€ cau sé cuoi ché & diay phong kién lac hiu, nhwng ngay xua...
ttrc 12 cho d&n thoi trwedre chién tranh 4y, may nghé ki€u nha tro kiém chd
tdm tdp nhw Nuwdc néng Kame van bj dan den ving nay khinh thuong, coi
1a thap kém hon mét bac. Ong cu tién cha Nude néng Kame thi lai rat tw
trong, lic nao ciling dau d4u sao cho ngwdi ngoai khong nim dwoc diém
yéu ctia minh, nén van ludn gidu kin viéc con trai 1am ngh@é thuyé&t minh.
Thyc t€ ngay ca tdi diy cling hd h6c mom ngac nhién khi bi€t cau ta la
Aoyagi Shiro, ngwoi thuy€t minh dinh ddm bac nha't Kansai.”

“Nghe n6i Genjiro da roi lang ngay sau khi hoc hét cap mot, khong biét
ong chu ¢6 nhé mét anh ta khong?”

“Khong, ti ching nhé dwoc gi ca. Hinh nhu tir bé cdu ta da khé traim
tinh, & treong khong c¢é gi noi bat. Thé nén ngwoi lang méi cang bat ngo
khi thd'y mOt cAu nhéc nhw vay lai tréd thanh nghé si thuy&t minh 13y ltng
luc nao khong hay.”

“Nhung ma ong chd 3,” Kindaichi ddo méit qua lai gitta Kahei va
Isokawa. “Chaalng phai Genjiro diy dwa v&i Onda d€ roi di tdi chd gi 1a do
Ong cu nha minh dirng sau chi di€m sao?”

“H&?” Kahei tron tron mét. “Ai bao ciu the?”

“Chi huy day a.”

“Oi, chi huy 2, that 12 oan udng qua.” Kahei 1ap tirc phii nhan. <Y ciu la
vi thd’y cdng viéc tang gia lam s¢i cy trang tri do nha Yura gi&i thiéu cho
ngwoi lang thuidn bu'dm xudi gié qua nén 6ng gia nha t6i m&i sinh long d6
ki ma xui bay cau Genjiro?”

“A, thi tai bd'y gi® toi nghe phong thanh...”

“Néu the" thi 1a chuyén do ké nao d6 théu dét ra théi chi huy a. Céng
nhan ong gia tdi 1a ngwdi thio vit, lai con clng rin chuyén ché. Nhung 6ng
ra't chinh tryc, ghét cay ghét ddng nhitng chuyén 4m mudi. Dl ¢6 bi ai xii
bay di chang nitra, 6ng ciing khong doi nao ra tay can tré, ngang duwong
chuyén lam an cua nguoi khac dau. N6i nao ngay, chirng ¢ rd rang nhat la
khi chuyén xay ra, 6ng cling hét strc kinh ngac vé viéc Nuwdc nong Kame cé
mot ciu con nhuw vay.”

“Vang, the thi to1 da sai qua sai.” Isokawa ngai ngung noi.

“Khong, khéng.” Kahei xua tay v&i vé hoa hoan. “Ping 1a h'6i d6 nhiéu



ngudi cho rang nha tdi véi bén Yura cé khiic méc. Khong biét bén Yura the’
nao chir 6ng gia toi thi chflng quan tam gi ngoai cdng viéc ca. Ma thoi, toi
chealng néi do cho 6ng &y nwra dau. Khong bi€t cau Kindaichi con cau hoi
nao khong?”

“T61 mudn hdi chi day thém mot viéc nra...”

“Vang.”

“N6i ra thi hoi ba't nha, nhwng khong bi€t Onda c¢6 diém nao dac trueng
trén co’ the... hay dai loai th&” khong? Ki€u nhw tuy nhin bén ngoai thi
khong bi€t nhwng that ra ram 16ng, hodc canh tay phai dai hon tay trai...”

Tredc cau hodi cua Kindaichi, mit Sakie wng do, nhwng ba khong hé
lang tranh.

“No1 ra chgng dep mat gi cho cam, ching t6i lam céi chuyén dé€ ma
mang bau dwgrc ¢6 ba ban thdi. Nghe min nhwr heo 4y nhi, nhung 12 that
day a. B&i vdy chwa d than mat t¢i mirc hi€u rd vEé nhau, nén khdng biét
phai trd 101 anh thé nao. VE viéc nay, c6 1€ me Chieko biét rd hon t6i.”

Pang nhéc t&i ddy, giai diéu bai Ld kho bdng vong lai tir phong 1 bén
nha chinh, khi€n Kindaichi va Isokawa giat minh nhin nhau.

Khéng ai bdo ai, cd bon ngudi cung ling im ling nghe giong hat Yy,
cho d&n khi Sakie run ray Ién tiéng, “Oi, day 1a...”

“Chéc 1a Chieko d4y. Hinh nhu t&i qua con bé cling hat bén 18 viéng
nha Yura...”

“Qua nhién van la bai d6.”

“Qi!” Sakie ndy gi¢ vAn nin thé 1ing nghe tiéng hat, mit thi hwéng 1én
tran nha. Pwoc mot ldc ¢é 1€ khdong nin nhin ndi nira, ba dwa khan tay 1é€n
che mét. “Bé Chieko... chic khong biét dau. Ring ba ngudi 1a chj em cling
cha khac me...” Ba lai rung minh, bit dau khéc nie né.

Kindaichi va Isokawa nhin nhau, sirc nh¢ lai va cting hi€u ra tai sao mét
Atsuko lai 16e 1én u t61 nhw bj thir gi &m anh khi nghe Yukari ca't ti€ng hat
trong 1€ viéng t6i qua... cling nhw tai sao ba dd manh mé& d&n mirc khong
rovi 18y mot giot 1€ tredre xac con lai ddt nhién 6a khoc vi tiéng hat. ..

“Chi huy a!” Sau khi nghe khiic Ld kho cta Yukari va cd nhirng trang
phdo tay gion gia vang 1én twr phong lon, Kindaichi 1i€n quay qua phia
Isokawa nhw vira swc tinh. “Ong cha diy da c6 long thi ching ta mau
thudng thitc d'6 #n roi vé thoéi. Chic anh con nhiéu viéc c¢an gidi quyét



18m.”

“A, vang vang... Xin hai vj thi 18i vi chging thét dai dwoc gi... Sakie,
cd di goi Michiko gitp anh v&i.”

“Da.” Sakie vdi va lau nwdc méit roi dirng 1én rovi di.

Khoang bon mwoii phit sau, Kindaichi va Isokawa da lai ng'6i d6i dién
voi Harue va Kusakabe trong phong khach cta biét thy Yukari giong nhw
t0i qua. Ban than Yukari vn & bén dam viéng.

Tuy nhién, muyc dich 1on nhat cda hai ngwoi khi téi ddy thi da d6 b€
toan dién. Ba cu Matsuko me Tatsuzo dd hoan toan 1d 1an, chi con song lay
14t. Ong cu Ryota con twong ddi minh min, nhung 1a dan dng nén chang la
lung gi khi khong nhé dwge ma’y khic ca td ciu twr ngay xwa. Va lai, Ryota
1a con nudi dwore nhin veé t noi khac, nén néu ¢6 ai nhé gi thi chi ¢6 the€ la
Matsuko ma thoi.

“Cau Kindaichi, nghe chwng khic ca td cau c6 lién quan t&i vu an Ian
nay that nhi?” Vira ng'6i xuéng ddi dién Kindaichi, Kusakabe vira mé 1o
voi vé tO mo hao hirng.

“Déng s¢ that day.”

“Piing ddy. Ma chi nay, nha minh nén d€'y Yukari ki hon di.”

“Oi, Chieko w?”

“Y c4u 12 Yukari bi hung thu nhidm vio sao?”

Harue nhiu may.

Ca Harue va Kusakabe déu ngdy nguoi ra voi vé ba't ngor.

“A khong, nhung diu sao ddy ciing 1a mot vu 4n quéi g&, nhitng cd gai
tré dep nhw Yukari van nén canh gidc thi hon. Tuy nhién...”

“Tuy nhién?”

“Mong hai vi khong de hung thu nhan ra viéc minh dang canh gidc hon
cho an toan cua Yukari...”

“Oi, th& chiing toi phai 1am sao diy?” Harue ldo ddo ding ddy, mit tdi
xanh. “Hay d€ t6i chay qua d6 don con bé vé.”

“Khoan da, chuing t6i lai dang c6 chuyén mudn hoi chi...”

“A, th&" a.” Kusakabe néi roi dirng day. “Viy thi d€ t6i di dén con bé



cho. Mama ctr an tdm, chwa dén 8 gio' ma.”

N6i thé nhwng Kusakabe nghiém mat lai trwedc khi ti€p tuc, “Toi s€ 187y
ly do gi @&y d&€ din Yukari vé. Hai vi ct¢ thw tha...”

“Nho ca vao thay ddy a.” Harue ngudc méit nhin Kusakabe vé&i vé lo
ling sor hdi dé&n tot do, ban tay nim chiéc khin mui soa run 1én ting dot.
T&i khi 6ng di khéi, ba méi ti€p tuc mé lovi. “Khong bi€t anh ¢6 chuyén gi
can hoi t6i a?”

“La chuyén riéng tu t€ nhj...”

Nghe Kindaichi ddt cau héi vé dédc diém than thé cia Onda, Harue tram
ngam suy nghi ma't mot ldc roi dot ngdt ngang dau 1€n, “Ping roi, nghi lai
thi ngén chan cda ngwoi d6 ¢6 hoi ki 1a.”

“Ngon chan c¢6 hoi ki 1a?” Isokawa gidt minh redn nguwoi toi trede nhw
vtra nh¢ ra diéu gi. “Ki la thé nao co?”

“Ngon gitra cla ca hai ban chan déu dai hon nguwoi binh thwong, nén
toi nho ¢6 Tan anh &Yy ting than the 1a di tA't hay boc chan truyén thong déu
rat mau rich...”

Isokawa dot nhién dirng bat ddy, khién hai ngwoi con lai sttng so’ nhin
ong.

“Chi huy, anh nh¢ ra chuyén gi a?”

“Khong, khong, khong.” Isokawa 1ic manh dau roi mdi tiép tuc. “Toi
khong ddm chic nira, nhwng nhé lai thi thi thé... N6i ding hon 1a ban chan
cua thi the' tim thdy & nha phu ctia Hoan vao mua thu nam 1932 nghe c6 vé
gidng ddy... Kindaichi, chiing ta qua hdi dng gia Honda xem sao. Ong viét
gi’y khdm nghiém tt thi nén chic s& nhd.”

Du ldo luyén giau kinh nghiém, Isokawa van khong khoi phan khich
dén dd ca mat, tran thi 1&m tA'm m'6 hoi tredc phat hién ba't ngo’ nay.

“Chi huy, h'6i d6 thi th€ dwoc xir 1y thé nao? Chij a, ving nay thwong la
tho tang phai khong?”

“Vang, thong thwong 1a vay...” Ndi kinh hai cia Harue dwong nhw da
dat d&n dinh diém. Tay ba ghi chat chi€c khan mui soa nhw the chi chuc xé
nat n6 ba't ct lic nao.

“Riéng treong hop clia Genjiro 13 vira gidi phdu phdp y xong, nha
Nuwdc nong Kame da voi va dua di hoa thiéu ludn, 18y 1y do 1a d€ thi thé



bi€n dang nhw vay la diém go...”

“Chi huy, vy nguoi bi gi€t khi &y qua nhién 1a Onda?”

“A, khong, chi Harue 2,” Kindaichi ding day néi. “O thdi di€m nay thi
van con qua so'm d€ quy két nhw vay. Nhung toi nghi chi s€ con nghe dwoc
thém nhiéu diéu bat ngo nira dd’y, nén mong chi chuan bi tredc tam 1ly...
Chi huy a, c6 1é ching ta xin phép thoi nhi!”

Bo lai Harue hoang mang tot do, vira ra d€n bén ngoai, Kindaichi 1ién
quay sang Isokawa, “Em mwon xe dap mot lic nhé.”

“Chu dinh di dau a?”

“Véang, em dinh vegt déo Sennin qua bén Soja roi tv d6 di Kobe mot
chuyén. Gio’ ma xu't phét thi ¢6 1€ van kip chuyé&n buyt cudi.”

“Kobe sao? Chu dinh t&i chd Yoshida Junkichi?”

. “Mot phan thdi, ngoai ra con nhi€u viéc khac nwra... Em c6 cam giac
ring cOi ngudn clia may vu 4n nay déu nam ca & Kobe.”

Isokawa cham chud nhin vao mat Kindaichi, “Hay d€ anh cung di...”

“Khong, khong, anh & lai day di, va hét sirc canh gidc cho sy an nguy
cua Yukari.”

“Qua nhién Yukari dang bj hung thd nhim t&i?”

“Pay chi\ 12 suy dodn ctia em thdi, nhung c6 1& chi sé thi ba s& nhic tdi
6 con gdi ddm thim clia hang khéa day.”

Isokawa dirng lang thinh mét lic trong man dém.

“Anh hiéu r6i.” Ong néi ti&p bang giong nhw nghen lai trong ¢& hong.
“Vay chi di can than. Chuyén & day ctr d€ anh lo.”

“Em mudn qua bén bic si Honda 1dm, nhung th& thi so' khong kip
chuy&n buyt cudi ngay... V&i ca anh dirng cho ai biét 1a em di Kobe nhé.”

“r

“Em di day a. Xe dap nay em s€ gwri bén Izutsu...”

N6i roi, Kindaichi 1ién x4n gd'u quén, leo 1én xe dap phéng th?ing mot
mach qua déo Sennin dudi dnh sao d€ t&i Soja, vé phia nhitng chirng cr
cudi cung dang dan thanh hinh...

Sau khi bong Kindaichi phong xe dap vé phia deo Sennin khud't hin,



Isokawa cud’c bd t&i phong kham Honda. Khi 6ng t&i noi thi bac si con van
& bén 1€ vieng nha Nire chwra vé, nhung nhw thé” cang tién hon.

Duwong nhw rdt mudn han huyén chuyén xwa, 6ng gia Honda vira nghe
tin Isokawa t&i 1a da cho ngwdi din qua gian nha phu thodng mat v&i
nhitng tAm ctra treot bing sdy mé toang. Noi ddy dwoc xdy lam chd an
hwdng tudi gia cua Ong, tuy khong bé thé nhw nha Nire nhwng lai khién
khéach dén cdm tha’y thoai méai hon.

Ong gia ¢6 véc ngudi xwong xwong, tiru lwong kha t6t va xem ching
lu6n thich c6 ngwoi doi am. Sau khi ng'6i xuéng va chao hdi qua loa, 6ng
tam tim cwoi, cham chud nhin vao mat Isokawa.

“Gi day ha chi huy! T6i twdng ciu tir bén 1€ viéng nha Nire qua day ma,
sao chwa c6 vé gi la dd ngd'm ruou cing the’.”

“Ha ha! Chwa gi da rweoru voi che r'oi. Toi bay gior con bung da nao ma
thudng rwou nita. Ngwdi ta bi giét lién tuc thé nay thi chic t6i con phai
kiéng rworu dai dai.”

“Thoi dugre roi, dwoe roi. Lam mot chén xua tan mét moi phién nao di.
Kazuko, mau chuah bj riou. Chi huy ddy udng khoe 1am day.”

“Pau cd, bac voi cd dirng ban tdm, té6i moi dung bira bén nha Nire r'6i.”

“Chi huy dwng ndéi vay, tiép bd tdi mot chén di a. Cu ndy gior van bo
gia c¢6 ngwoi udng cung day.”

Kazuko la vor ctia bac si Honda, ca ngoai hinh va cach tng x& déu ra't
chin chu. Hai ngwoi yéu nhau ter h'6i bac si Honda con hoc & Pai hoc
Osaka, roi cir the’ két hon ma ching chd cha me x&p dit. Isokawa c6 nghe
ba chd Rika ctia Nwde nong Kame k€, Kazuko von 1a ¢d chiéu cia mot hiéu
budn lau doi & Senba, nhung cé vé ¢6 quyét tim nhdp gia ty tuc nén gio
giong nghe ddc chdt vung nay.

Kazuko vwra roi di chuan bj rwegru, 6ng gia 1ién hoi Isokawa.

“Ma, cau Kindaichi dau ha chi huy?”

“A, chii &y c6 viéc phai chay qua bén khdc. Pa dén nwdc nay roi, phii
néi 12 chiing to6i dang ban t&i mét t6i mili ludn.”

“Ciling ding. Thé tinh hinh sao r6i? Cac cau da khoanh vung dwoc thi
pham chwa?”

“A...” Isokawa 14 léng dap. “Khong biét chi Kindaichi thé' nao, chir



toi thi vAn gidm chan tai chd... Nhu th€ tredc mét 1 cd mot man swong mu
day dac vay.”

“Nhung chaalng phai hai cu cluing ti€n hanh di€u tra sao?”

“Thi ding, co ma con nguoi Kindaichi cheamg hé don gian. Chd dy
tuyét do1 s€ khong hé rang cho dé€n khi moi viéc gan nhwr da dau vao day.
Duong nhu trong d4u chi 4y ¢ § twéng ndo d6 roi, nhweng tdi thi van mi
tit...”

“Ma c6ng nhin vu an ly ki that dd'y. Nghe ndi lién quan téi khic ca td
cau?”

“Vang, ding roi, bac cd bi€t thém gi vé bai dong dao nay khong? Kicu
nhw con k&€ vé cd con gdi ddm thdm cta hang nio nira 4y?”

“T6i da co luc lai ki &rc r'oi, nhu’ng khong nh& ndi chi huy a. Ping 1a
ban ndly nghe thing con k& thi t6i ngd ngo 1a ngay xwa & lang tu’ng leu
truyen mot khic ca td cAu, nhung h'di nhd t6i lai nghich 18m, chang choi
voi ddm con gai bao gior. Ba nha tdi con s6ng thi may ra biét.”

“Héi th& nay hoi that 1€, nhung khong biét nim nay béc bao nhiéu tudi
roia?”

“Nam ngoadi t6i m&i lam tho that thip cd lai hy, nén nam nay la dwoc 71
tudi ta.”

“Vay la bac con kém ba cu nha Yura toi mdt gidp nhi. C6 vé trong lang
chealng con ba nao tam tuoi &y nira. That khién ngwoi ta nan long.”

“Pung 1a hai, ba ndm nay cdc ba ct ra di lién tuc. Cau th hdi ba nha
Bessho chwra?”

“Béc bi€t tinh hinh cuy &%y thé nao roi con gi. Pau khac gi sdng thuc vat
la may.”

“Ha ha ha, diing 12 th& nhi. Nhung ma...” Ong gia Honda nhin Isokawa
v&i vé thim do. “Theo nhw ciu ndi thi nghia 1a vin con nhitng 1 hit khéc
ntra, va d€ phuc vu cong cudc diéu tra thi cic cdu can phai tim hi€u xem né
la gi phdi khong?”

“Vang, theo nhu Kindaichi n6i thi 1a vay.”

Diing lic @6 Kazuko mang rweou va 6 nhim t&i.

“Cha, vu 'an nay that khi€n t6i nh¢ lai h'6i & ddo Nguc Mon.”

Thay Isokawa ddt ngdt ddi cha dé, dng gia lién giwong méit nhin cham



cham vao chi huy, doan bao ¢6 con dau.

“Kazuko, con bay @6 nhidm xong rdi thi cir qua bén kia di nhé. C6 gi bd
s€ vO tay goi sau.”

“Vang. Chuan bi dwgc cd ngan nay that xadu ho qua, nhwng mong chi
huy c thw tha d61 am v&i 6ng cu nhé.”

Kazuko khiém nhwong vy thoi, chir trén mam c6 dem t&i ng'dn ngdn
cdc mon ma dan nhiu wa dung nhw nhim bi€n, hdi sdim mudi cay, trirng ca
mudi budng, rong bién ninh man ngot, dwa chudt bép da'm...

“Nao nao, biét 1a cdu mdi qua bd t&i day chwa kip thd ma da ép rwou
thi hoi that 1€, nhwng 1am mot chén di!”

“Da, vang, quy héa qua. Ty dung lai dwo'c mét btra ngon lanh...”

Puoc 6ng gia cham ruegu cho xong, Isokawa dinh cham lai thi, “Thoi
thoi, d€ toi tw rét.” Ong gia dat chén ctia minh xudng mam, tw cham rwou
r6i nhin lai chi huy, “Chéc phai c6 viéc gi thi cAu m&i dén tim tdi chi?”

“Véng, qua ding la thé&’... Noi ra thi ¢6 1€ lai bi bac cwoi ché, nhung toi
day van chwa th€ budng bd vu 1932.”

“U, tir 14p treong cia cau thi 1a chuyén ta't nhién thoi, thé thi sao?” Ong
gia thanh thao rét day hai chén rwgu r'oi lai nhin mét chi huy véi vé do xét.

“Toi van khong 1y giai ndi tai sao khi &y bén Nwdc néng Kame lai nha't
quy€t dem ti thi di hda tdng sém nhw vay.”

“A phai. T bA'y d&n gio cAu vAn nghi ring thi thé kia that ra 1a Onda,
ké vin bj coi 1a hung tha, chitr khong phdi Genjiro clia Nwdc néng Kame
nhi!”

“Vang. The nén bac a,” Isokawa dat chén reou xudng, nhin thflng vao
méat dng gia Honda. “Pa%y 1a 1y do t6i d&n day hoi chuyén. BAYy gior bac 1a
ngwoi lam gid'y kham nghiém ti thi. Khdng bi€t bac con an twong gi veé thi
the’ khong?”

Ong gia Honda chdm chd nhin lai Isokawa ma't mét lic r'oi khé mim
mot nu cudi cay ding, “U, vé chuyén &y thi toi c6 diéu can phai ta 16i v&i
cau.”

“Béc ndi ta 161 vai toi 1a sao?”

“A, da’y 1a Tan d4u tién va cudi cling t6i viet gidy khdm nghiém t& thi
cho mot vu giét ngudi. Vé sau, khi ciu bit dau cé y nghi ngo thi th€ kia 1a



Onda chtr khéng phai Genjiro, t6i cam thdy nhw la ban than dang bi si
nhuc. Nghi cho thadu déo, céi thi the’dé cé la Genjiro hay khong thi toi cling
chealng phai chiu trach nhiém gi. Viéc cida toi chi 1a viét ra ly do va thoi gian
te vong, suy doan hung khi thdi. Tuy nhién khi nghe nghi ngo cla ciu,
khong hi€u sao toi lai ngo’ nhw ban than dang bi traich méc vi thi€u so6t trong
cong viéc. Thanh ra tam trang khong may tot va Chl dap lai cau hoi cua ciu
mot cach lanh nhat, qua loa 18y 1&, con c& strc khang dinh thi th& chic chin
la Genjiro. Sau nay nghi lai, loi khang dinh cuda t6i chang dga trén co’ s&
nao ca. Khdong mdt can c gi cho thd'y d6 1a Genjiro, trir 1oi xac nhan cla
cha me, vo ch'dong anh trai va cua chinh vo cau ay. Méat miii da khong nhan
dang dwoc, van tay thi khdong d6i chi€u, vdy ma t6i lai cwoi khay cho qua
suy ludn cta cau. Mot phan vi suy ludn &y qua dot ngdt khac biét, nhung
ph#n khac, phai thtra nhan 13 do 4c cdm, xu#'t phat tir sy ngd nhéan rang ban
than bj xtic pham. Cang ngay tdi cang ngd ra, nén mdi néi 1a ¢an ta 16i vdi
cau.”

“Néu vay thi, bac a,” Isokawa nhoai ngwoi ti. “Hién gio’ bac nghi thé’
nao veé thi the?”

Ong gia Honda nhin chim chim vao Isokawa, “T6i van cho ring d6 1a
thi th& cta Genjiro, nhan dinh niy chwa hé thay d6i. Ong ba tién chi khéc
than tham thi¢t nhw the co' ma. Ngoai ra t6i con cho rang suy luin ciia ciu
qua di thwong va sac mui ti€u thuyét trinh thim. DAy 1a xem xét theo 1€
thwong, con néu gat bd nhirng di€u dworc coi la 1€ thwong di, va nhin nhin
moi chuyén chi bing logic, thi ¢6 néi thi the kia khong phai 12 Genjiro ciing
chang c6 gi bat hop Iy.”

“Y bic 14, thi the’ 4y c6 kha niing 12 Onda?”

“Khong. Toi chi néi 13 néu xét theo logic thi khong c6 bang chirng khoa
hoc nao khaamg dinh @&’y la thi th€ cia Genjiro thoi. Nh¢ lai vé mat va tiéng
khéc than cia ngwoi nha Nuwde néng Kame, td6i khé ma nghi d6 khdng phai
la Genjiro. V€& di€m nay thi nhw da néi, quan di€m cua tdi chwa hé thay
d’\’ 29

“Vang, t6i hieu.” Isokawa gat dau thaalng thén r'éi dwa chén ra d€ dng gia
cham regu. “Tam thoi khong ban ngwoi chét ¢6 phai la Genjiro hay khong
ntra. Bac ¢6 nh¢ dwoe dic di€ém gi khac la trén thi thé khong?”

“Pac di€m khéac la trén thi th€'a...”



“Vi nhw nhin bé ngoai thi khong tha’y nhwng cdi d0 ra thi lai rAm 16ng
hon nguoi, hay tay phai dai hon tay trai, roi hinh dang ngén tay ngén chan
khong binh thwong ching han...”

Ong gia Honda trdim ngdm nhin Isokawa mot ldc, “T¢ gidy khdm
nghiém t& thi khi d6 dau?”

“Chéay h'6i chién tranh a.”

Ong gia da gio tay ra dinh rét reou roi méi phat hién 1 hét reou, ben
v0 tay goi Kazuko. Khi ¢d dem dén thém mot vo, dng bdo, “Con & diy tiép
chi huy nhé. Chi huy chiu khé doi, t6i qua bén nay mat 1at, sé quay lai ngay
thoi.”

Nhén thdy O6ng gia phin van ra mit, Isokawa cd binh tinh d€ dap loi,
“Véng, bac ctr ty nhién.”

Phai m6t ldc 1au sau 6ng gia méi quay lai.

Trong ldc d6 thi Kindaichi dang ng'6i ddi dién ba chu Ito trong gian nha
phu tich biét v&i bén ngoai cua 1t quan Izutsu, doi toi gior chuyén xe buyt
cudi ngay.

“Céau Kindaichi a...” V¢ so hai trén mat Ito cang ldc cang ro nét. Vai ba
run khé. “Lam cai ngh€ phu thudc vao khach hang thé€ nay, chung t61 khong
th€ ti€t 10 nhirng thong tin ki€u nhw ai da bi mat gap ai dwoce, trie khi canh
sat hoi toi. Lan treede tdi néi voi ciu r'oi con gi...”

“Véng, 1a Hoan da khuyén ctr ké di khi vogr ch'ong chi quan ngai vé viéc
cua Harue.”

“Vang, nhung diu sao thi viéc ctia Harue. .. néi ding hon la gitra Harue
va Onda thi khi &y ai cling bi€t cd, nén ching t6i khong phai ban tam dén
the". Pang nay lai 1a chuyén khong mdt ai biét, nén chiing toi chging dam noi
ra, so' ma't h&t may mén lam in.”

“Pang nay...?” Kindaichi nhin xody vio Ito bing 4nh mét séc sdo. “Y
chi la viéc Onda va ba chi nha Yura bi mat ho hen nhau ¢ day?”

“Vang. Nhung chuyén nay thi khong phai do 6ng chi nha quan cai néi
voi t6i, ma nguwoce lai chinh t6i da k€ cho dng ay. Toi con nhd b’y gior 6ng
ndi con thinh nd, ming toi 13 chuyén nhuw vdy ma dem di 1dm nhdm vd&i
ngwoi khac...”



Kindaichi khong ngin ndi tim minh dap di¥ doi. C6 nim mo anh ciing
chealng ngo chinh Atsuko chtr khong phai ai khac lai 1én 14t hen ho dan ong
& mot noi ngay gan lang. Trwedc khi di Kobe anh ghé qua day cling d€ cau
may, do nh¢ lai giong diéu Ito I'An triedre, anh ¢d cam giac ba da nghe Hoan
k€ it nhiéu vé Atsuko va Onda.

“Ho thwong xuyén gidp nhau & day a?”

“Khong hin 13 thwong xuyén, tong cdng chi dd nam sau ban thoi.”

“Onda din Harue hay Atsuko t¢i day tredc?”

“Harue a. To6i dodn 1a gd quen mui v&i Harue roi nén méi dan ludn ba
chu nha Yura t&i day.”

“Ba chd nha Yura dén day v&i than phan that ludn?”

“Lam sao thé dwoc a...” Ito so vai v&i vé s sét. “Ba Ay toan doi khan
trum kin mat, h'd1 dau t61 khong nhan ra. Ba chealng bao gio m¢& miéng ndi
gi tred'c mat ching tdi ca, nhwng c6 Tan tdi vo tinh li€c thdy nira mét khi ba
ay chay vao nha vé sinh. T6i hoang hdt tot dd, may la ba khong nhan ra da
bi tO6i phat hién. Mot mit t0i ngdn ngdm vi ngwoi da ¢ chdng roi ma van
bao gan lam bay, mit khac kinh hai t&i mirc khong dam k€& cho ca ch'éng
nghe. V€ sau tdi d€ y quan sat, tuy trum kin mat nhung dang nguwoi thi ding
12 ba chli nha Yura cht khong 14n vao dau dwoc. Ctr nghi 1 quin nay da
bién thanh noi ht héa cta ho, t6i lai lo phién ha, bén tim dén chd dng chu
nha quan cai xin loii khuyén.”

“Vao tam nao a? Khi chi t&i gdp Hoan xin 1o khuyén 4y? La tredc hay
sau khi vu an kia xay ra?”

“Trudc chir. Ong chéi nha quan cai bén méng t6i mot tran, roi din 1a
tuyét d6i khong dworc ti€t 16 cho ai khac, néu vu kia vor 16 thi cir coi nhw t6i
khong nhan ra da’y 1a ba chi nha Yura cho xong. Ong con bio chong tbi
hay ban tdm nhirng chuyén linh tinh nén dwng k€ voi anh &y lam gi. Bén
khi tdi binh tdm lai phén nao thi c6 vé hai ngwoi kia da chia tay, vi tw &y
khong thdy ba chi nha Yura qua day ntra. BA'y gio’ toi md&i an tdm thé phao
dwoc.”

“Pworc roi, cdm on chi chd. To6i xin phép day. Chuyén do6 thi mong chi
ti€p tuc gitr bi mat da nhé.”

“Vang, ta't nhi€n roi a. Nho nhudc nhw the toi chaamg mudn nodi ra lam
gi dau.” Mot luc sau, Kindaichi da ngoi trén chuyén xe buyt cudi ngay,



hwdng vé Kobe...

O lang Pau Quy, sau khi d& Isokawa doi dd ba mwoi phit, 6ng gia
Honda m&i quay lai nha phu, ¢dm theo mot cudn album ci ki.

“P¢ cau doi 1au qua. Phién ca Kazuko ntra. Thoi dwore roi, con qua bén
kia di.”

“Vang, th&’ may vo rwou con xin phép d€ & diy. C6 gi cin bd cir vO tay
a.”

Poi dén khi bong Kazuko khuét hén, Isokawa mé&i nhoai ngwoi toi,
“Cu6n album nay la sao?”

“T6i nhd minh ¢ gitr ban sao gid'y kham nghiém tix thi h'6i &y nén luc
tim ndy gio’, nhwng that lac r'oi. Thay vao dd’y thi lai nhé ra céi nay...”

“La anh a?” Isokawa nhin chdm chim vao cudn album v&i vé hiu ki,
nhoai hin ngudi 1én ban.

“U, ding roi. Hoi d6 toi ham mé anh ot 14m, lai 12 Tan d4u tién thu ly
viéc lién quan t&i mot vu dn nén cd chup may tdm lam ki niém... Truwdc
khi cdu tr Okayama t&i diy co.”

“Nghia la trong nay c6 ca anh chup thi the?”

“Phai. Nhwng khong gidng ki€u anh hién treong ctia canh sat dau. Cai
nay la td6i doii thor anh ctia canh sat dia phwong tac nghi€p xong xudi roi
ma&i chup trong khi doii canh sat tinh céac ciu téi.”

Ong gia phti bét bui trén cudn album thém T4n nita roi day né tdi
tredc mat Isokawa. Chi huy voi va don 18y, nhitng ngén tay run run vi
phan khich 14t mé trang bia.

O trang dau la toan canh ngoai gian nha phu cia Hoan, xwa kia Isokawa
da tong nhin tha’y, nén hau nhw chfmg d€ tam va 14t ngay sang trang thi hai,
& ddy c6 mot hinh anh khién 6ng giat minh nin thé nhin chim chim.

D6 12 mot tA'm anh chup ti thi d3 dwoc 16i ra khdi tw the cim dau vao
b&p 10 va dit ndm ngtra trén mot tAm dém, géc mdy 1a tir phia chan nhin
1én. PhAn mit tuy c6 phi vai tring, nhung vAn tha’y rd ti hai ctra tay 4o tdi
nhtrng dau ngdn tay thi the’ déu chdy den. Hinh dnh rung ron luén dm anh
tdm tri Isokawa su6t nhi€u nadm qua nay tdi hién mot cach hét sirc chan
thye ngay truedc mét dng.



Nhirng tia sang 16e 1én trong mét Isokawa d& don vé doi ban chan thi
the. Nan nhan mac kimono ki€u cach théu hoa ti€t & cd mét trong ctia cO va
giu 4o, thit dai lung loai dung thwdng ngiy, ci hai ban chan déu thod ra
ngoai. May 1a nan nhan khong di ta't va tdm anh lai chyp theo hwdng tw
phia chan nhin 1€n, nén hai gan ban chan ctia nan nhan hién ra rd rang ngay
chinh dién birc hinh. Ngon gitra & cd hai bén chan déu dai hon khoang nira
do6t so voi nguoi theong.

Khong ki€m ché ndi, Isokawa hit manh mét hoi.

“Chi huy, c6 van dé gi a?”

“Bé4c a,” Isokawa nhin 6ng gia Honda, mét 1ap 1dnh. “Ngén chan gilra
ctia thi th& nay chiang phai 1a dai hon ngudi thuong sao?”

“A, chi tiét d6 thi t6i ¢6 nhan ra.”

“Bac nhan ra u?”

“U, khong nhirng nhan ra ma t6i con x4c nhan lai v&i cd ngwoi nha
Nuéc néng Kame nira, ngay lic cau bit dau nghi ngo vé kha ning kia 2.
C4a Ong ba tién chi, vor chdong ngwoi anh, 14n ba chd hién tai déu nai la
ngdén chan gitra cia Genjiro dai hon ngwoi binh thwong. Ho néi nhw thé
triedre ca khi toi kip dé cép ay.”

Nhung né€u ngwoi nha Nuwdc nong Kame da nhin thdy thi the tw trwdc
thi ¢6 kha nang ho da nhéan ra chi ti€t vé ngon chan gitra, nén khong the
khéng dinh nhirng 11 1am ching ciia ho 12 trung thue.

“Béac nay, con ai khac lam chirng 1a ngén chan gitra ciia Genjiro dai hon
binh thwong khong? Hay 1a ¢6 ching o ndo khdc khing dinh diém nay
khong?”

“Khong, t6i chwra ki€m ching dén marc ddy. Téi von khong da nghi,
hay néi cach khac la giau strc twdng twong nhw ciu, nén chi nghe thé&’ th6i
la du hai long. Nhlrng nhu ban ndy da néi, cang ngay toi cang nhan ra rang
chang c6 ching cwr gi khang dinh d6 1a thi th€ Genjiro ca.’

RO rang 1a ca nha Nuwdc néng Kame da néi d6i. Khong 1y nao trén doi
lai ¢6 nhiéu ngwoi s& hiru dic di€m ngdn chéan dai dén thé". Cho du c¢d, thi
ciing khong th€ tring hop d&n mitc ¢4 hung tha 14n nan nhan déu sé hiru
chung mét dac di€m. Cai xac dit khoat 1a Onda. Nghia 1a hung thd cda vu
1932 1a Genjiro, ding nhw 6ng nghi. Thé& nén bén Nwdc nong Kame moi
mu6n nhanh chéng dwa céi xdc di hda thi€u.



Trong khi Isokawa dang say swa vi nhirng suy luin sic sdo ctia ban than
thi bac si Honda veé t&i. Ngwdc 1én dong h'd, dd hon 10 gio tw ldc nao
khong hay.

C6 mit bac si, cau chuyén tr¢ nén rom ra, thanh thir Isokawa udng rou
vao hon. Béc si con gitr y khong udng ma’y, chir 6ng gia vé huu thi dwong
nhw chi ¢an c6 nguoi ti€p 1a udng mai dworc.

“Pém nay chi huy & lai day di. Kindaichi da dung xe dap ma't r'oi thi
lam sao ciu vé Nudc nong Kame dugce nira. Co gi ching ta uéng t&i sang
luén...”

Ong gia x&i 181 moi moc theo ding ban chat hi¢u khach clia ngudi
vung nay. Két cuc thi Isokawa thuén theo va sau 12 gio, 6ng da say meém va
lan ra ngd trén bo chan dém bay & phong khach nha chinh. Nhwng ngd chwa
day nwra ti€ng, 6ng lai bi bac si dyng day.

“Chi huy, chi huy, ddy ngay di! Lai thém mot ngwoi nira mat tich roi.”

“Gi co'?” Isokawa bat ddy. NOi 4n han va hd then dong loat 4p dén
khién ngwoi 6ng néng bing nhw Itva d6t. “La Yukari sao?”

“Khong, khdong phai Yukari, ma la Satoko ciia Nwdc néng Kame, t&i
gio nay van chwa vé nha.”

T&i qua m&i qud chén, lai gan nhw khdng dwoc chop miét, Isokawa
thd’y r6 lwong ¢on dang 1€ phai tan di trong gid'c ngd gio’ lai ngd'm sau va
khi&n moi t& bao trong co’ the’ minh, nhat la trén nido bd, cang phinh 1&n chi
chyc vo ra.

Ong vira rau ri 1c dau vira nghi con may khi nan nhan 1a Satoko cta
Nude néng Kame chit khong phai Yukari. Nhung ching miy chdc ong
nhén thiec rd hon sy dang s¢r cia vy dn Tan nay. Ai ma ngo’ ¢ ngay minh
lai suy nghi rdng con may vi nan nhan khic véi dy dodn ban dau kia chit.
Va 6ng khong khdi hd then ciing nhw phin nd véi sy bé tré clia ban than khi
4n mang ddng s¢r dang dién ra ma ban than lai thw thdi udng say bét nhe.
Thyc t&'1a h'di dém, khi dwore thanh nién lang di xe dap t&i don vé b6t tuan
tra, ngwoi Ong van con chénh chodng, khong mit miii nao nhin thé)ing vao
thanh tra Tachibana.

Tuy nhién phai ndi that, k€ ca chi huy ¢6 tinh tdo d'6n toan tim toan strc



cho cong viéc thi cling chua chac da ngan dwgc 4n mang lan nay. Chinh
Kindaichi con chang ngo dwge riang Satoko 1a muc tiéu tiép theo nira 1a.
Song Isokawa hi€u day khong phai 1a 1y do thda ddng d€ bién minh cho viéc
minh u6ng say mem, nén chi bi€t dé dit ng'6i nghe thanh tra Tachibana ti€n
hanh 18y 1o khai.

Dja di€m 12 cin phong so sdi trdi chi€u tatami rong dd 10 m2 nim siu
trong goc bot tudn tra. Ngoi do1 di€n nhau qua chi€c ban dan gidy son mai
da bong tréc nhiéu la thanh tra Tachibana va Kanao ctia Nwdoc nong Kame.
Canh d6 con ¢6 diéu tra vién Inui ng'6i & ban riéng ghi lai man hédi dap gitra
hai nguoi.

Lic &y la hon 10 gior sang 16 thang Tam nam 1955.

Katsuhei va Goro phat hién ra thi th€ Satoko vao khoang 6 gio’ sang &
doan dwong tor méit sau am Sakura di ra nga tw Coi Luan H6i. Canh am
Sakura con c6 tw gia nha Nire v&i mot cdnh ctra sau din ra 167 tit da néi.
Né&u men theo 187 tit 4y di qua mit sau nha Nire thi dwong s& doc dan, hai
bén bét dau xudt hién nhitng rudng nho trong bic thang. Trong khi tim
ki€m, Katsuhei va Goro trong thdy mot con ché dirng hwdng vé phia mot
gian nho, vira cao da't vira stia dng ang. Hai ngwdi 1ién ngé vao thi thay céi
xac 10a th€ cua mot ¢6 gdi. Chinh l1a Satoko.

Nguyén nhan tir vong cta Satoko khdc v&i hai nan nhan tredc d6. Néu
nhw Yasuko va Fumiko d€u bi si€t cO t&i chét, thi Satoko lai bi hung thi
dung mot vat tu ddp manh vao gdy. T v€t nit 1on trén hop so, ¢ the
phdng doan ring chinh nhét dap da doat mang Satoko.

Mot di€m khéc nira cia vu viéc TAn nay so v&i hai céi chét truedce kia, la
thi th€ nan nhan da dwoc dich chuyén déi chit ch khong phéi ce d€
nguyén tai hién treong giy an.

Ngay phia trén gian nho chd Satoko nim 13 ng tw C6i Luan Hdi. O nt
giao nay c6 diat mot pho twong Pia Tang B06 Tat cao ngang nguoi that,
dwong nhw hung thi da ndp sau twong r'oi doi lic Satoko quay lwng lai voi
pho teong ma vung vat tu dap xudng dau cd gai. Kha nhiéu v€t méau day
trén nguc va bung pho twgng. C6 1€ hung thu da ¢4 tinh lam th&” d€ ban
than khong bi dinh mau. Nhung tai sao Satoko lai ding & rudng nho gitra
dém mudn chi?

D3 xdc dinh dwoc thit hung khi ti doat mang Satoko chi bang mot don



ddnh 4y roi. D6 1a mot vo chai rdng cta xwdng riegru nho Hang Céan, nh'di
day cat va quan vai & c0 chai d€ chong tron triegrt. Sau khi dung n6 de’ dap
vio gdy Satoko khién cd 1ap tic tit thé, thit pham virt hung khi & ngay bui
cd ding sau pho twong Pia Tang B Tat. Trén chai ¢6 vét nitt, nhung chwa
dén mirc @€ cat chdy ra ngoai. Va dwong nhién la trén thanh chai cé vét
mau dong lai.

Tai sao riéng Satoko thi hung thid lai mudn gidu xdc, diy van con 1a mot
dau hoi 1on. Chwa k€ dén bi an 1on hon 1a tai sao chi minh Satoko 1a bi 16t
hét y phuc.

Lidc nghe tin chay d&n ruong nho hién trwong, Isokawa da vo thic
ngoanh mit di mot thodng vi cdnh twong qud dbi tan khdc. Tan khovc,
khong phai & vét thwong bung bét nhw rudt lyu kia, ma & tA'm than 16a 16
chi con ddc chi€c quan 16t. Mot phian ba td'm than &y loang 16 bot dd, trong
nhw tdm dia d6 bat nhéo, kinh khiing virgt xa Satoko trong b kimono ngay
thwong. C6 1€ su6t doi Satoko cling khdng mudn cho ai khac thd’y hinh anh
nay. Khong hié¢u sao hung thu lai gié trd xdc xi€m tan nhin dén thé. Doi
voi Satoko thi cho dit con s6ng hay da chét, viéc bi ngwoi khac nhin thay
than th& minh hin van 12 ndi tii nhuc Ot cing.

“Nghia la ciu da déo em gai minh vé gan nha phai khong?”

Giong noi sic bén chia thanh tra Tachibana lot vao d6i tai dd tia cta
Isokawa, khi€n nhirng day than kinh dang chung xuéng ctia 6ng cang tr&
lai. Ng6i bé gdi & mdt géc phong tham van, co th€ u€ oai vi hoi men,
nhwng mdt phan hé than kinh clia 6ng van cing cirng va sic bén dén la
thwong.

“Vang.”

“Nhung sao luc d6 cau khong dwa em minh vé tdn nha? Gan nhu thé
ma khong ché ¢ ay tdi cira ludn?”

“Vang, toi wdc gi minh da lam nhw thé” Trén ngwdi van mic bdo d6
cong nhan, Kanao dwa tay gat nrdc mét roi sut sit miii.

Ngwoi ding treedre thach thirc 1'n nha't trong vu dn Ian nay c6 1& khong
ai khac ngoai Kanao. Cidu m&i ma't ngwoi yéu vao hom kia, t&i nay lai phai
chirng kién em gdi minh bi sat hai. Pd1 v&i ngueoi em gai téi nghiép, cu
ludn dic biét thwong yéu d€ bu ddp cho sy thiét thoi ctia ¢d. Duong nhu da
can khd ci nwdc mit trede nhitng ba't hanh lién tiép ap xudng, ca sdng nay



Kanao ctr than tho nhrr ngwedi ma't h'on. Phai dén khi thanh tra chi ra nhing
diéu hién nhién, cAu m&i thA'm thia ring mot phit chil quan da din t&i tham
kich, nwéc mét khong cim duorc lai cir thé tudn rovi.

“Khi &y con bé cit nang niic bdo dé&n diy la dworc roi, véi ca tdi voi di
c6 viéc nra.”

“Clu voi di dau lam gi co'?”

“Trwdng ban cling bi€t ma, hom qua hdi thanh nién ching tdi dinh truy
lung thi pham trén ndi nén ¢6 hen nhau tip trung & tru sé lang lic 9 gio toi
d€ ban bac chuan bi.

“A W, phai r'6i. Th& hai ngudi... cu va em géi roi khodi nha Nire liic
may gio?”

“Co 1€ 1a khoang 8 gior 15 phiit a. Tredc d6 bac Kusakabe... quan 1y
clia Yukari &y, ¢ t&i d6n co6 4y vé nha. Chéc Satoko tha’y lac 16ng nén dén
bdo v&i me la vé trede. Me bén bao ti 18y xe dap chd em vé, tuy né c
no6i 1a khong can lo dau.”

“Khi &y em ciu mdc trang phuc gi?”

“Ta’t nhién la m3c d0 tang.”

“Cau dwa em V€ gan nha roi lai r€ qua bén try s¢ lang a?”

“Vang, trén dwong t6i con quay lai nha Nire m6t ban nira xem tinh hinh
thé nao thi thad'y Katsuhei va Goro van & di’y nén toi doii ho cing di ludn.”

“M3ay gio’ cdu moi dat chan vé nha?”

“Phai fam 12 gio hon a. Me t6i VEé t&i noi tredre dd'y mot ldc. Nghe me
hoi sao Satoko van chwa Vé nira, tdi mdi gidt minh bdo khong th€ nao,
nhwng hoi Miki thi ddng 1a chwa vé that. Toi 1ién phong xe t&i bot tuén tra
ngay, roi thanh ra c& sy nay.”

Kanao lai dwa cénh tay 4o cong nhéan 1én dui mét. Sut sit di ddi mdt h'oi
cAu m&i 14y khin tay lau nwdc mét, du cit lau xong thi nwdc méit néng hoi
lai ti€p tuc tudn ra.

“Nghia la em gdi cdu da gia bd vé nha nhung lai vong qua nga tw Coi
Luan H6i?”

“Vang, c6 1€ the'”

“Cau nghi tai sao ¢6 &Yy lai t&i nga tw Coi Luan H6i?”

“T61 khong bi€t. Toi, toi...” Kanao nghen ngao. “Pau 6c t6i1 sao lai ngu



mudi nhw vy chi.”

Cau 4p khiin tay vao mét va nac 1én di¥ ddi nhur the rudt gan bj xé nat.
Isokawa gat dau néi khong trach dwoc, roi rau 1i ty mia mai ring ban than
ngu mudi chealng kém.

Sau khi Kanao tra 101 xong va roi khoi phong, diéu tra vién Yamamoto
ti€n vao thé chd, “Truwdng ban, t6i phat hién thd'y mén d6 ndy & gan hién
trrong, khong biét ¢6 lién quan gi d€n vu an khong?”

“Gi vay? Cho chung t6i xem nao.”

Thanh tra Tachibana dwa tay dinh d6n 18y moén d6 di€u tra vién
Yamamoto dang cam.

“La mot bd chia khéa a, nhwng chia lai khong vira voi 6 khéa.”

b6 1a mot bd & khda va chia loai nhd. Yamamoto loay hoay thé€ nao
cling khong tra dwoe chia vao 6. Khong ¢6 gi 1a la, béi chia to hon hin 13
khoa.

“Cau lai nhat duoc thir gi ki vay. Pura ddy xem nao.” Piéu tra vién Inui
xen vao roi giat 18y bo chia khoa, loay hoay thém mot h'éi nhung khong an
thua. “Hay cdi chia nay khong lién quan gi t&i 6 khéa? Pay nay, chia to hon
hin ma.”

“O khéa?” Isokawa ndy gio> van nhim nghién mét d&u tranh v&i céi
d4u ning trich vi xung huyét va dan vit ty trach, bdng gidt minh mé to mét
quay sang nhin bd chia khoa trén tay di€u tra vién Inui.

“Cau Inui, k... khéa & dau ra vay?” Isokawa khong qua cao giong,
nhung van danh sic va gt gao la thuwong, da khién ca ba ngudi dong loat
quay lai nhin 6ng.

“A,1a do Yamamoto nhat dwoc.”

“Yamamoto nhit dwoc w?” Isokawa lai gan, gidng b khéa va chia khoi
tay di€u tra vién Inui. “Yamamoto, ciu nhat dworc may thir nay & dau?”

“Trong bui cd ding sau pho twong Pia Tang B6 Tat chd nga tw Coi
Luan Hbi. Liéu ching ¢6 lién quan gi t&i vu an khong?”

Isokawa khong ddp ma cwr trdn trdi nhin b6 khda va chia trén tay.
Nhirng tia mau trong mét 6ng cing ra nhwr the mudn xé toang dudi mat.

“Chi huy, chi huy 4.” Thanh tra Tachibana nhiu may 1én tiéng thic mic.
“Anh nhan ra diéu gi t bd 6 khéa va chia nay sao?”



Isokawa vAn khong trd 1o, ma chi cdn ring nhin chdm chim vao &
khéa. Tai 6ng ong ong cau ddn do cta Kindaichi khi ho chia tay nhau vao
t01 qua.

“Pay chi 1a suy dodn clia em thdi, nhung c6 18 chi sé thit ba s& nhic t&i
cd con gdi ddm thim cta hang khéa ddy...”

Néu la con gdi hang khoa thi dang 1& phai 1a Yukari chit khong phai
Satoko. Gia dinh than sinh clia Satoko van ludn dwgc goi 1a nha Nwdc nong
Kame r6i nén khong cé tén hi€u khac. Néu vay thi sy xuldt hién cua bo
khéa va chia chi 1a tring hop nglu nhién, va ¢6 1€ viéc thi th€ Satoko bi bd
lai trong trang thai 16a I'6 con c¢6 ngu ¥ gi khac chang?

Khoédng 6 gio’ chiéu hém d6, mot birc dién tin ctia Kindaichi & Kobe
dwoc giri toi bt tudn tra lang Dau Quy cho Isokawa.

Pa doc s& bao chiéu.
Cht y canh gidc cho c6 gdi kia. S€ vé ngay. Kosuke.

Lang Pau Quy hién gio cit nhw bi ma nhdp vady. To1 mung 10 thang
Tam, mot ba gid veeot deo Sennin t&i lang. “Xin thir 16i vi da lam phién.
T6i 1a Rin day. T6i méi vE lai nha quan cai, mong dwoc gitp do.”

K€ trr thoi di€m ba gia chao hdi Kindaichi cing vai ngwoi gap doc
dwong r'oi bi€n ma't tim vao bong chiéu ma mi ay, cdc nan nhan ctia mét
vu gi€t nguoi hang loat da lién ti€p xua't hién.

Tuy Ong chil nha quan cai Tatara Hoan van chwa rd sinh t& ra sao,
nhung ba ¢ gai Yasuko, Fumiko va Satoko da bi sét hai lién tu ti trong ba
dém. Chwa k& dang sau vu 4n con ving Vealng khtc ca td cau mot thoi tung
lru truyén quanh dy, khién ngwoi lang phai d6i mét vdi ndi sor hai kinh
hoang nhw bi mét loai ma quy khdng rd chin twdng bua vay deo bam.

T61 16, dém cudi cia 1€ Obon. Trdc ctra mdi nha déu do't Itra va bay
ca tim hay dwa chudt dwoc trang tri md phdng vat cudi d€ dwa tién vong
linh ngwoi than qua ¢6”. DU ai ¢6 ra ngoai nhom Iira thi déu voi va chay vao
nha ngay khi xong viéc. Ca ng6i lang nhw dang nin thd cho doi xem
chuyén gi s€ xay ra ti€p theo.

Vai ti€ng chudng nao né vang 1én tir gian nha sdu bén trong khudn vién
Nuwde néng Kame, bdo hiéu dém nay 1a 1€ viéng Satoko. Noi day cdch
trung tam lang t&i gan mot ti€ng di bo, lai thém quan niém giai cap cd hi



(du da bot nang né hon thoi tién chi€n), nén chat lwong khach viéng toi
nay c6 phéan kém sit so voi hai dém trwde.

Tuy vay Rika vin thuwong gidp cdc ddm hi¢u hi khap lang, va hé chuyén
gi x4y ra thi cling ludn c6 mit rd't sdm, nén khach dén van dong hon dw
kién. Ong cha Kahei nha Nire va cdu cha Toshiro nha Yura ciing dén du.
Co 1€ ca hai gia dinh nay déu khong thé ngoanh mét lam ngo’, mot phian bdi
déu mang ti€ng da ngd loi ban chuyén an hoi véi Kanao, méit khac xuat
phat tw tdm 1y d6ng canh ngd.

Chu dé chinh trong 1€ viéng dwong nhién la vé vu giét ngwoi hang loat
dang dién ra, nhung chidng mot ai ¢6 ¥ kién gi hay ho ca. Rat cudc, tat ci
danh thdng nha't 1a doi két qua truy lung trén ndi xem thé nao. S& di ho di
dén k&t ludn Ay 12 b&i ai nd’y con niing 1dong nghi ngd’ v&i Hoan, ngwdi van
dang mat tich. Thyc t&, khi x4u chudi mot loat sy kién bi an vira xay ra,
hau hét ngwoi lang déu khong the nghi t&i ké nao khac ngoai Hoan.

“Yasuko va Fumiko thi rng v&i 1o dong dao td cau kia roi, trong
treong hgp Satoko liéu con 1o ca ki quai nao ntra khong?” Bac si Honda
thic méc.

“Phai c¢6 chit bac si oi. Chic 1a ki€u Nwdc néng Kame c6 co con gdi ra't
ddm thdm, xong th& ndo lai bj 16t tran va chudc ngh gi day.” Tatsuzo dap,
ch6ép miii van d6 tA'y nhwr moi khi.

Gidng nhw Rika, Tatsuzo cling ludn xud't hién ra't sdm & moi dam hiéu
hi, nhung khdc va ddng ngéan 14 & chd, chi nham che chén no say.

“Ba chu c6 bi€t khic ca ti cau nao nhw vay khong?” Kahei diém dam
héi.

“T6i chiu thoi... Du sao tdi cling la ngwoi ving khac vé day lam dau.”

Dudng nhuw d3 khéc rat nhiéu, mit Rika dd hoe, mi sup hin xudng du
d3 dwoe che phit bang phan. Khic véi Atsuko cao ngao, Rika trong b tang
phuc v&i doi vai gay roc khong khdi khi€n nguwoi ta thwong cam.

“Chau nghi 1a khong c6 1o ca nao vEé con gdi Nwdc nong Kame dau.”

“Y c4u 1a sao, Toshiro?” Kahei chdm chi nhin cu ching v&i vé ngoii u
don nhw trau mong chealng ma’y khi bi€t néu chu kién.

“Thi ngay xwa nganh nghé ctia Nwdc nong Kame thudc hang tha’p kém
nhat, ludn bi dan lang coi thwong nhé! Lanh chia c6 hdo sic d&n dau thi
ciing ching dung t&i ngwdi con géi ¢6 xuat than nhw vay...”



“Ha ha ha, ciu néi vay la xdc v&i ba chi 1dm. Du sao thi diy ciing 1a
ngdi nha sinh ra cdu Kanao, ngwoi dang ra cé theé tré thanh em r€ ciu day.”
Kahei nhe nhang gép y.

“A, vang, chau chi n6i chuyén ngay xwa thoi bac a. By gi¢ tit nhién 1a
khéac ro6i...” Toshiro vdi va dinh chinh, mat dé rng nhw tdm ludc.

O bén canh, bac si Honda budng ti€ng thd dai roi xen vao do loi,
“Nhung ma bac Kahei 2, liéu chuyén nay con ti€p dién t&i bao gior co chir?
Ba dém lién ba ddm vi€ng, ba ngay lién ba dam tang. Cho du nha t61 c6
muru sinh trén ndi ba't hanh ctia ngwoi khéac that, nhwng dén mic nay thi
qua strc chiu dung r'6i.”

“Pa khi€n bac si phdi va't va nhiéu...” Rika u rii néi. “Nha t6i phai lo
chuén bj tang 1& nira, nén t&i dd 10 gio thi xin phép dwoc khép lai 1€ vieng
t01 nay a...”

“U, nén th&.” Kahei 14p tic tdn thanh. “Nha tdi ti€ng 13 tang ma xong
xudi roi, nhung con nhiéu thd tuc cin xi 1y 1m. Chéc bén ciu Toshiro
cling vay nhi?”

“Da, vang, con kha kha a...”

“Ma ba chi ndy,” bac s Honda, ngudi d&n sau ciing, ddo méit quanh nha
mot lrot roi thic méc. “Sao khong tha’y cau Kanao dau?”

“A, em n6 cling canh sdt va hoi thanh nién di ling suc trén nii r'oi, bao
1 so v&i d 1€ vigng thi viéc bét dwoe thd pham s& gitp vong linh em con
dwoc nhiéu phwdc phian hon.”

“A, th& a. Cau &y vat va qud roi.”

Bac si Honda vtra néi v&i v& mat tram ngam ba't lwc xong thi Tatsuzo &
bén canh da xen vao v&i giong 1¢ nhe, ¢6 vé nhr da ngd'm rwowu.

“P4dm cénh st dang 1am tro gi khong biét. Ching I& ching ngu t&i mic
khong nhan ra ring t&i nwde nay méi 1én nii lung suc thi dd qud muodn r'oi
sao!”

“Ha ha ha, chi dwng néng. Canh sat ¢6 khoanh tay dirng nhin dau, chi
tai thtt pham cao cwong qua thoi.”

“Thé& céi tay tham tt tw kia thi sao?”

“Cht bao ‘thi sao’ lay gi?”

“Thi d4y, hin cit loanh quanh chd miii ddy d6, c6 khi con can trd tién



do di€u tra hon 4! Thanh tra Tachibana byc bdi ra mdt con gi.”

“Nhung cdu 8y dwoc Isokawa tin twdng tuyét ddi ddy. Con nguoi
Kindaichi xem chirng khong don gidn dau. Cdc cu van bdo meo bit chuot 1a
meo khong kéu...”

“K& ca meéo bit chudt 12 meo khong kéu, nhung mot tay dau téc b
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XU...

“Pung rdi, nhic d&n Kindaichi m&i nhd, khong biét ciu &y dau roi
nhi? Tt hom qua t&i gio ti chang thay.”

Giai dép thic mic cta Rika 13 bic si Honda, “A, t6i qua cdu ay di
Okayama r'6i ba chu a.”

“Okayama ay ha?” Kahei nhiu may quay sang bac si Honda.

“Vang, hinh nhw ciu &y cho rﬁng st viéc Tan nay lién quan t&i vu 1932
nén m&i qua Okayama d€ tra ctru lai h'0 so’ lién quan. T6i nghe Isokawa k€
the".”

“Vu 1932 u?”

Tat ca dong loat quay vé phia Rika. Mit ba tdi mét di. Ping ldc d6
Miki budc vao bdo Isokawa t&i vieng. Ong khdng di mot minh ma con ¢
me con Harue va Yukari. Dwong nhw ho tinh co’ gdp nhau gitra dwong.

Nhitng nguwoi dén trede doi ho chao héi Rika va thdp hwong réi mi
mo 1o,

“Chi huy Isokawa, t0i qua ciu Kindaichi di Okayama a?” Kahei hoi,
mét nhin chim chim vao mit Isokawa.

“Véng, vira ndy ra y dinh mot cai 1a chu &y di luén.”

“Bao gio’ cau &y moi quay vé day?”

“T6i chua biét nira. T6i qua m&i xud't phat, chic ciing phai hai ba hom
ntra m&i vé dwoe. D gi giao thong gitra ving nay voi Okayama bt tién
qua ma.”

“Nghia 1a cAu Kindaichi van chwa bi€t chuyén xay ra v&i Satoko dém
qua a?” Rika 1én tiéng, mit rém 1&.

“A, chic chd &y doc trén s& bdo chiéu réi, nhung vin chuwa thay lién
lac lai.” Isokawa cau may, dwa tay vudt mai toc bac lwa thwa, d€ 10 ca da
dau bén dudi. “Ma t6i c6 chuyén nay céan lwvu y moi ngwoi & day. T6i nay
canh sat ching tdi cung hdi thanh nién ti€n hanh truy lung trén ndi, nén



canh gioi dwdi lang sé thanh ra 1dng 1&€0. Mong cac vi lwu tdm va ty y thiee
dé cao canh giac.”

“Chi huy a, n6i vdy nghia la...” Ngay ca Toshiro trau mdng cling tron
mét nhich ngudi t&i trede. “Nhirng chuyén quéi gé van sé tiép dién a?”

“Chirng ndo chwa bit dwoce thd pham thi t6i con chua ddm néi trude
diéu gi. Tam thoi ca c6 Miki day ciing phai can than. Hung thi toan nhim
vao nhirng my ntr nhw c6 thoi daYy.”

“Oi, bdc dirng 1am tdi s cht!” Miki vira bung thém reou t¢i may mam
dwoi, nghe doa lién do nguoi ra.

“Ha ha ha, t6i khong dua dau. C6 Harue ntra, phai canh giac cho Yukari
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Vao.

“Vang.” Harue dap, mdt hai hung nhw dang ron het toc gdy, vai thi run
ray. “Chuyén ddng s xay ra lién ti€p, chic mai doi xong I& tang cd Satoko
thi ching t61 vé Tokyo luon théi.”

“Gi day Harue, may lai dinh phui tay chay khéi lang nwra a?” Tatsuzo
hiing h& 1én tiéng tir bén kia phong. Y ¢ moi tién em gai hoan toan phd
san, Tatsuzo nhw chi doi c& d€ gdy sw véi Harue. Mét dng trirng trom, con
nguoi van tia mau.

“Khong phai 12 em dinh chay tron, nhwng dang nao thi ciing thim md t&
tién cac thir xong r'oi. V&i ca trén Tokyo cling giuc quay lai mai.”

“Mac ké Tokyo c6 bao ching may quay lai hay khong, nhwng dang lim
xum ma bd chay thi ching may sé bi nghi ngo 1a thd pham cho ma xem.
May chju d€'th&"a?”

“Anh hai, doeng 1am khé nhau...”

“C4i gi ma lam kho chtt. Ma tinh ra, tay Kusakabe kia dang nghi 14m.
Lang nay cir don ma’y ga lai lich ba't minh t&i 1a lai xdy ra an mang. HGi
1932 ciing th&”. Phai roi, hay vu I'an nay la do tay Kusakabe...”

“Thoi dwgre 101, dwgre roi.” Kahei xen vao, gio hai tay can Tatsuzo dang
néng mau. “Sao hai ngudi ct gip mit 13 him he nhau thé? Anh em gi ki
vay! Kusakabe diang ngo hay khéng da c6 canh sat lo, khdng dén lwgt chu
chd mom y ki€n y co. Ma Chieko nay!”

Ong quay sang Yukari va né mot nu cwdi hién hau.

“Da.”



“V'é phai céi dip th ta, qua 12 tdi cho chdu. Ching khéc ndo vé chi d&
hat may dam viéng. Nhwng sy da roi, hay la by gio chau lam mot bai di.”

Trong s6 ngwoi lang ¢6 mét & day, chi minh 6ng chi Kahei biét Yukari
la chi em ctuing cha khdc me v&i hai ¢ gdi xdu s6 trong dam viéng hom qua
va hom kia, nhwng nguwoi ra di hom nay thi khac. D& véi Satoko thi Yukari
la giot mau cda ké thu gi€t cha (trén danh nghia, khong tinh nghi van cla
Isokawa). Th& nén dréu khién Kahei tdo mo 1a li€u Rika c6 cho phép Yukari
hat vieng hay khong.

“Da...” Moi 4nh mét d& d6n vé phia Yukari, khién cd hoi sitng ngudi
vi cang theamg. “Viéc ndy phai xem ¥ di Rika a. N&u di bang 1ong thi chdu
xin hdt mot bai, con khong thi thir 16i cho chau...”

Yukari trd 1o dau ra dd’y, nhung cd vura dit lovi thi Tatsuzo da lai gao
1én v&i giong 1€ nhe dédc trng clia ngwoi say rugiu.

“May lam nham gi day, c¢6 thoi di khong thi bao. Pam thanh nién chzatng
cé & day thi ai ma mudn nghe ma’y bai hat ki cuc &y ch.”

“Thoi ma, anh Tatsuzo.” Rika tir bén canh xen vao can ngin. “Mong
anh dwng ndi nang bat lich sy nhw vay.”

Ba dwa 6ng tay 40 1én ch&m mét, “Pwoc chit Chieko, chdu cir hat di.
Pau the’ d€ mot minh Satoko phai chiu canh kém canh chiing ban dworc.”

“Vang, vay thi chdu xin phép ng'6i nghi mét 14t, roi hat ting Satoko mot
bai a.”

Ct nhw vay, Yukari dy ki€n s€ hat bai Ld kho Tan thir ba, nhung toi day,
Isokawa bdng nhin xudng dong h'6 deo tay nhw syc nhé ra chuyén gi.

“Thoi chét, gan 8 rudi roi. Ba chu a, toi phai xin phép trwde day.”

“Oi, chi huy 1am gi ma vdi the! N&u dwoe thi mong anh & lai thém chit
nwra cho vong linh Satoko do tai.”

“Um, t6i mudn vay 14m, nhung con vu truy ling trén ndi nita nén tdi
nay toi danh xin phép thoi.”

“C4 chi huy ciing tham gia ha?” Kahei tron mét ngac nhién.

“Vang. No6i 1a truy lung chr tAm than op ep cda t6i lam sao nang dong
x06ng xdo nhw dam tré dwoc, nhwng cling khéng the vi thé” ma 18y ¢ khé
kha udng rworu. TO1 qua tdéi mdi dn mdt v dau di€ng bén nha bac s Honda
ron...”



“An mot v&" dau diéng bén nha bac si Honda 4?7

“A, thoi, moi ngudi ci hdi bac si 1a 5. T6i xin phép...” Isokawa thip
thém mot nén hwong tredc vong linh ngwoi da khua't. “Xin phép ba chid va
moi nguoi nhé...”

Ong néi r'6i r&i khdi Nude néng Kame.

Khi &y la ding 8 gio ruwdi.

Tt sau con dong tdi mung 10, thoi tiét trong ving van rat dep. Tuy
nhién, t&i gio thi hinh nhw bét dau tré troi. Nhitng ddm may phi kin vom
khong, chzamg de’ lot xu6ng ba't ki d4nh sao nao.

Twng dot gié néng am pha vao ma Isokawa khi 6ng dap xe cuén theo
cd mot dai bui da't trén con dwong kho cin sudt ma’y ngiy nay.

Di qué con do'c dan 1én nha tranh cta Hoan roi r& sang dwong vong
men theo swdn ndi, Isokawa bit dau thay vai vét sdng bap buing bing qua
man dém trén may ngon d6i vay quanh lang Pau Quy. Cé vé nhw céac
nhém ling suc trén nidi da bat dau xua't phat. Nhirng 4nh dudc chAm cham
dich chuyén, lic t6 lic mo dudi bau treri dém day miy mu &y thit khong
khdc gi ngon Itra dua ti€n ba ngwoi con géi ba't hanh.

Mang theo cam xuic b6i h'6i quay vé bot tuan tra cta lang, Isokawa
ngac nhién khi thdy Kindaichi dang cung thanh tra Tachibana va dréu tra
vién Inui thi thdm nhd to dwdi dnh sdng 1o mi cla gian phong ndm siu
trong cung.

“A, Kindaichi!” Isokawa thot 1én.

“A, chi huy, Yukari dau r6i?” Gan nhw cung ldc, thanh tra Tachibana va
di€u tra vién Inui d0ng loat dirng diy va hét Ién.

“A, Yukari vin & Nudc néng Kame...”

“Liéu ¢6 on khong a, chi huy? Ozora Yukari &y?” Piéu tra vién Inui 1ap
bap héi.

“Chéc 12 6n thdi, c6 mot diéu tra vién mic thwdng phuc trdng chirng
ma. Hinh nhw con Kusakabe bi mét an ndp trong bong t6i ddu d6 gan Nudc
nong Kame ntra... Kindaichi a, chu ¢6 thu hoach gi & Kobe khong?”

“Chi huy, c6 day...”



Thanh tra Tachibana néi giong hdm huc, chia ra mot cu6n sach ty ché,
tap hop vai s& khac nhau cua Pién tich ddn gian, @n pham danh riéng cho
ho6i vién da dwoe @€ cip tir dau ciu chuyén. That may la ciu chdu Yoshida
dunkichi ciia Hoan da lwu trir lai ching theo cach nay.

Vira lwdt méit doc chd ma ngdn tay run ray cta thanh tra Tachibana chi
vao, Isokawa 1ién vo thirc siét hai ndm da'm.

Chd thir ba gép chuyén, ta la 1anh chia trong biét pha
RA' thich sin bén, rworu che, gdi g

Pam thdm vo cling con géi hang khéa

Quaén xa chin chu nhwng 1anh cdm chéan doi

La khéa hdng ching chia nao tra ndi

Khéa khong ding chia nén bi duoi vé, bi duoi ve.
Ciing da mudn r'oi, hay dung & day thoi.

10 gio’ sang 17 thang Tam.

Kindaichi va Isokawa tha't than ding trén nén da't chdy rui.

Biét thy Yukari dwore khip lang trén x6m dwdi ghen ti gior chi con 1
do'ng d6 nédt. Nhirng cot khéi tim van dang bo'c 1én nghi ngit tir tan dw ddm
chdy. Mau sic doc hai Ay cit nhr dang ngd'm sau va nhudém thém mau cho
doi mét thigu ngh clia chi huy Isokawa. Con dong h'6i rang sdng da qua,
nhwng xem chung troi cling s€ khong tanh rdo ngay dwoc. Bén trén déng
dd nat cta biét thy Yukari, nhirng hat mwa van nhd giot nhw nudc mét ai
kia.

Kindaichi than tho ditng trén dong tro tan. Trong long anh gio chi con
nhtrng am thanh xao xac nhw 14 kho roi rung. Sau khi trdi qua mét loat hoat
dong thé xac nang nhoc va nhitng cd so¢ tinh théan 1én lao, ¢6 1€ ai ciing
tha’y trong rong nhw vay thoi. Cam gidc d6 khong c6 gi chung v&i men say
chién thing hay dim chim trong vinh quang. P&i v&i Kindaichi ldc nay,
moi thir d€u chi nhw hw vo.

“Kindaichi...” Isokawa cat tié€ng, mat thin tho ddi theo hoi thanh nién
lang dang hi hyuc dao b&i don dep dd6ng do nat trong muwa. Ti€ng thi tham
cta Ong phang phat ndi chua x6t. “Phwong dn tdc chién ma anh dé ra toi
qua li€u c6 phai la sai Tam khong?”



“Khong dau anh a.” Kindaichi quay sang nhin gwong mat hd'c hac cta
Isokawa, gan giong khaalng dinh. “C4c quy&t dinh cta anh déu ding din ca.
Nho ¢6 sy nhan nai va quy&t tAm ctia anh ma ta't thdy moi chuyén, k&€ ca vu
an hai mwoi ba ndm veé truedc, déu da dwoe giai quyét. Con chuyén nay...”

Kindaichi ddo mét nhin nén dit chdy rui, tan tich ca biét thy Yukari,
“Cé 1a ai thi cling chealng ngin ndi. Khong phai 16i ctia chi huy ma.”

“Chd an i the’ 13 anh nhe 1ong phan nao rdi...” Néi vy nhung 4nh mét
chi huy vaAn dworm vé rau ri. Ong liéc sang phia Kindaichi nhi muén do hoi
diéu gi. “Ma chi vira bao ta't thdy moi chuyén, k€ cd vu an hai mwoi ba
nam veé trede, déu da dwgce gidi quyét. Nghia 1a thd pham vu 1932 qua
nhién la ngwoi d6?”

Kindaichi ling 1& gat dau. Anh mét Isokawa lai nhuém sang mau kinh
ngac.

“Nhung lam thé nao...”

“Chuyén a7y d€ tir tr em sé k& A, vo bdc si Honda t&i roi kia.”
Kindaichi nim cdnh tay Isokawa v&i vé cam thong. “Chic bdn tdm dun
xong roi nén ¢ 4y m&i qua don ching ta dd’y. Bay gior diéu ma anh em
minh ¢An nhat 14 tim rira r6i lam mot gidc that su, nén truedc tién hay ci
tuan theo nha y cua 6ng gia Honda di da.”

Van gitr 127y tay Isokawa, Kindaichi kéo 6ng roi khoi dong do nat dwdi
muwa d€ di vé phia Kazuko dang dirng dori véi ma’y chié€c 6 trén tay.

Con phrong an tac chi€n khi€n Isokawa tran tré dwge trien khai dém
qua thi 1a nhw sau.

Trwdc viéc nan nhan bj sat hai vao t6i 15 1a con gdi nha Nuwdc nong
Kame chir khong phai con gdi hang khéa nhw Kindaichi da 4m chi, ban dau
Isokawa vira bang hoang vira ban khoan khong hi€u thé nao. Nhung tdi khi
diéu tra vién Yamamoto phat hién bd khéa va chia khéng an khdp nhau
ngay gan hién treomg giy 4n, Isokawa lai bat dau nghi t&i kha ning hung
thi nhim vao con géi hang khéa, nhung do so’ sudt ma giét nhAm sang con
géi Nuoc néng Kame.

Néu suy doan nay la chinh x4c thi nhiéu kha nang hung tha s€ 1én k&
hoach tan cong con gai hang khéa mdt [an nwra... Sau khi x4c dinh nhw vay,



Isokawa bay ra mdt k& hoach tac chién.

No6i dung cuia né la thé nay. Gid vo nhu toan bd canh sat va thanh nién
trong lang déu tham gia truy lung trén ndi, t d6 khi€n hung thd ngd nhan
ring an ninh trong lang hién dang vo6 ciing 1dng 120. Thém vio dé, 6ng con
dan Harue néi nhu the€ hai me con ho sé vé Tokyo ngay trong chiéu 17.

T viéc cd Fumiko 14n Satoko déu bj sat hai ngay sau 1€ viéng, Isokawa
da nhan dinh rang hung thi chic chin cé mit tai ddm ma, va di nhién s& t&i
dy I€ viéng Satoko. Cho du hung thi khong tham gia thi cling phai c4p nhat
dwoc tinh hinh budi 1€ qua ngwoi than cin gép miit.

May mén 13 Harue da dién ra' tron vai. Thyc t& trong hoan canh lic bay
gi®y thi chic ching ai lai di nghi ngd ¥ dinh r&i lang cang sé'm cang ot clia
me con ho. Thanh ra, hung tha chi con cor hoi duy nhédt 1a dém 16, thoi
di€m ma trong lang khong con dwgc canh gidi.

K& sach cua Isokawa la vay. Tham gia ban bac trién khai cung 6ng chi
cé thanh tra Tachibana va tdm phuc la diéu tra vién Inui. Chinh hai ngwoi
nay cling gia b cing moi nguoi 1én ndi, nhwng dwoe nira chwng lai quay
Ve bo't tudn tra. Trong lic ho dovi Isokawa thi Kindaichi ttr Kobe vEé t&i noi.
Anh 14p tirc tan thanh k& hoach. Thoat tién thanh tra Tachibana con doi chit
hoai nghi, nhung doc xong bai vi€t cia Hoan dang trén tap chi Dién tich
dén gian thi dng hing héi hon hin.

Chéc ca doi Isokawa ciling khong thé quén ndi dién bién sau d6.

Khodng 10 gior, mot di€u tra vién dwge ct di theo doi Yukari vEé bot
bdo rang me con cd ciing Kusakabe di binh yén vo s vé t&i nha. Lic me
con Yukari roi khoi Nudc néng Kame thi 1€ viéng chwra két thic, nhung
Isokawa van than trong chi thj 1ap tiec @t biét thy Yukari vao ving canh
gioi.

Biét thy nay toa lac & leng ching mot trong nhitng ngon d'6i bao quanh
lang PAu Quy. Ngoai ngdi nha tdi tin ndm ngay dwdi chan d6i clia gia dinh
Tatsuzo thi trong pham vi ndm muoi mét quanh d6 chi toan rudng nho,
khong c6 nha ctra nao khac.

Téam 10 gior 15 phat, Kindaichi cting Isokawa vao vi tri trén mdt rudng
nho c¢6 th€ nhin xudng biét thy Yukari. C4ch chd ho tAm ba trdm mét c6
mot viing sang 16’ mo, chic 1a h'6 trit nwedc ma ho tirng nhin tha’y tir xudng
reou nho Hang Can. Vién h'o 12 may go da't dip cao, quanh dé khong cé



nha ctra nao.

Khodng 10 rudi thi bit dau lodng thodng 4nh dén xe dap va dén pin tir
hwéng x6m Sakura. Xem chirng 1€ viéng Satoko dd tan cudc nén khich
khtra luc tuc ra vé. Cic anh dén tuy c6 di chuyén vé phia biét thy Yukari,
nhwng gitra chirng déu ré ngang doc sang cac thon xom khac hay di vao tw
gia ctia minh. Nguwoi khach cudi cung ti€n vé phia nay khong ai khac ngoai
Tatsuzo.

Anh deén xe dap ciia 6ng cit liéu xiéu hét bén no d&n bén kia sudt cung
duwong lang t&i mit. Thinh thodng dng lai rdng 1én bang chat giong khan
duc, hay nghéu ngao hat nhirng khic ca lac nhip, nén ai cling nhan ra ngay
d6 1a Tatsuzo. V& t&i ctta nha minh, Tatsuzo 1&n ti€ng méng chii goi vor
day roi dwa xe dap cho ba, con minh thi ldo ddo leo d6c, chui qua may
rudng nho 1én t&i voeon sau nha Yukari.

“Nay, Harue, mau ddy di. Anh may c6 chuyén mu6n néi voi may day,
c6 day khong thi bao?” Tatsuzo vira néi vira lwgn quanh nha hai, ba vong,
ta't nhién 1a khong ai tra 1oi. That ra m&i mot ldc trede thoi bén trong biét
thy Yukari van con sdng dén, nhung vira nghe thd’y giong ca lac diéu cta
Tatsuzo tir xa vong lai 12 ngwdi trong nha da voi va tit hét den dém. Duong
nhw ho rd't ngai phai ti€p xic véi Tatsuzo.

“Me ki€p con khi gié nay, may gia vor ngd ha? Tao biét 1a vira ndy thoi
trong nha con sang dd’y nhé! Van khong chiju diy hd? D€ tao 1am mot m'di
Itra hun khéi xem chiing may c¢é nhay dung dung 1&€n khong!”

“Minh o, minh oi!” Tt phia dwdi ruong nho, vor Tatsuzo thdt 1én nhw
sap oa khéc t¢i noi. “Ding 1am nhitng chuyén ma't mit nhwr thé nira. C6 gi
d€ mai hdng hay. LAm em bé giat minh tinh gidc roi.”

Pung 1a tw trong ngdi nha toi tan dwdi doc vong ra ti€ng gao khdc tham
thi€t ctia mot dira tré sor sinh. Hién thyc nay dwong nhw khi€n Tatsuzo lung
lay chuin buérc.

“Chac, t61 nay tha cho may day. Nhwng d6i lai thi con 1au tao moi d€
chiing may vé Tokyo. Ctr chdng mét 1én ma xem. Tao s& di t& cdo chiing
may la tha pham.” Tatsuzo vira 1am bam chii ria vira 1ldo ddo budc xuéng
do’c, quay vé ngdi nha to6i tan ciia minh. Tdi noi 6ng lai 1on ti€ng voi vor
thém mot h'di, nhwng trong tinh hinh dira bé nin khéc va dén dom trong nha
tat ngay sau d6 thi cé 1& Tatsuzo da 1ap tic 1in ra ngti khong biét trovi tring



N

gi.

Kindaichi li€c méit ki€m tra mit dong h'6 da quang trén c& tay. Vira
dung 11 gio rudi.

Né&u hung thu ra tay thi nhi€u kha nang s€ roii vao khodng ntra ti€ng
dén mot tiéng sip tdi diy. Goi la truy ling trén ndi nhung khong ai tim
ki€m ca dém trong v vong duoc, nén ¢ 1€ tAm 12 gio 1a moi nguwoi rit
d4an xudng. Chic chin hung thi s& hanh dong trudce lic doé.

Pa dy doan hét strc tinh tdo nhw vay r'oi, thé’ ma ca ndm nguoi gidm sat
quanh biét thy Yukari déu bi hung thi qua mdt mot cach ngon o. Sau nay
nghi lai thi ¢6 1€ hung thua da tranh thu lic Tatsuzo con dang chiri boi Am 1
ma lealng lang 1én vao khuon vién biét thy.

Nhu da d@é cap thi khi &y Kindaichi va Isokawa dang ndp trong mot
rudng nho nhin xudng biét thy Yukari, con thanh tra Tachibana va di€u tra
vién Yamamoto thi ndu minh trong ma’y bui cay trong & hai bén mat trong
cong nha. N6i 1a coOng nhwng vi 1a & qué nén chi mang tinh hinh thirc chir
ching c6 ctra néo gi, noi nay thanh ra 1a diém nguy hi€m nhat quanh biét
thy. Trong khi d6, diéu tra vién Inui lai dwgrc giao phuy trach canh gidi dwdi
may rudng nho doc dwong Tatsuzo leo 1én day.

Chinh vi vy ma sinh ra m6t géc chét khong ai ngo’ tdi, nhwng k€ cling
1a chuyén kho tranh khi.

Géc chét ndm ngay dwdi noi Kindaichi va Isokawa dang &n nap. O d6
¢6 mot can lan d€ d6 twong dodi 1n, mai hién san sat véi nha chinh, nén tw
chd Kindaichi va Isokawa thi khong th€ trong tha’y tinh hinh bén dudi AY.
C6 1€ hung tha da thwra co moi sy chi y don vao Tatsuzo ma bing qua
rudng nho & sau nha réi lan vao can lan ndu minh cho thoi.

Pén dém nha Tatsuzo tit dwoc ding nira tiéng, tirc 1a vira d&n 12 gior
dém, ngwoi trong biét thy Yukari da chim vao gidc ngh, thinh linh mot
tié€ng tanh tach phat ra va mdt mé biét thy ric sdng. Tw cén lan canh d6, ltra
16 bung 1én.

Pén gio’ thi khdng tai nao lam rdo dwore 1a hung thu dinh phéng hda d6t
nha tir dau hay m&i ndy ra y dinh khi nghe Tatsuzo chtri b&i, nhung du 1a
thé’ ndo thi ngon Itka ndy ciing ndm ngoai dy dodn ctia nhém canh gidi. Tuy
nhién, hung thii khong nhin ra ring biét thy dang bi giam sat ki cang. Chi
can li€c qua bong dang hoang hdt lao xudng may rudng nho phia dwdi



ngay khi nghe ti€ng quat vang 1én bon b€, Kindaichi 1ap tirc nhan ra d6 la
ba gia di ngang qua anh trén deo Sennin vao chiéu mung 10.

Daép Itra hay dudi theo hung thi? Kindaichi chon ngay phwong dn thir
hai.

“Chi huy, anh & lai danh thirc ngwoi trong nha nhé. Em s€ dudi theo
hung thu...”

Noi1 xong, Kindaichi li€én hét lubn m'om “Chay nha, chay nha, day ngay
di!”, dong thdi gidt vat 4o 1én thit lung, hdc tdc lao xudng rudng nho. N&i
buwdc anh la diéu tra vién Inui. Thanh tra Tachibana khong du6i theo ma
chon & lai cing Isokawa va diéu tra vién Yamamoto d€ gidi ctru nguoi
trong nha. Pay 12 mdt quy€t dinh ma sau nay Kindaichi phai ngd mii cam
phuc.

Sau mot h'6i loay hoay lan tr6n trong rudng, cudi cung hung tha cling
lao ra con dwong lang dwdi d6c, lwng khong cong niva. Du vy, xét tdc do
thi khong th& nao bt phd khoi tay hai ngudi dang dudi theo duge. Ching
may chdc, truéc mét di hién ra g& dat bao quanh h'd trit nwdc, hung thi
beén dung hét strc binh sinh d€ leo 1én.

Bay gio ngon Itra da lan t&i nha chinh cua biét thy Yukari. Ca co’ ngoi
chim trong bi€n Itra, sang rec nhw ban ngay, soi td bong dang hung thu trén
gor da't, ddu quan khan, chdn mic quén vai soc tim giu truyén thdng.
Nhung chi tich tic, béng dang 4y di nga bd xudng bén kia g& da't nhw cay
bi chit d6. Khi Kindaichi va Inui leo dwoc 1én gor dat thi da tha'y hung tha
nam ngay do trong bai T4y cta long h'6 can nwdc, dau chic xudng dudi,
khoéng dong day gi dwoc nura.

Phai mot ti€ng sau, cong cudc truc vort thi the méi dwoce trien khai, bdi
bai Idy kha sau nén khong ai dam ba't can ti€p can, k&t cuc danh doi dam
thanh nién xudng nui. Téi ldc do6, biét thy Yukari cling da chay rui cheatng
con lai gi.

Clia dang tdi may hom nay troi déu ning git nén moi thir kho né, dé
bén Ira, khi€n dam chdy lan nhanh hon binh thwong. Lyc lwong phong
chay da dwgc huy dong cho cudc truy lung trén nui, nén nhan lyc phuc vu
chtra chdy khong may dong da. Chinh diéu nay la nguyén nhan khié€n
Isokawa phai dan vit. Tuy nhién, trong cdi i ¢6 cdi may 13 khong thiét hai
V€ nguoi, va ddm chdy khong lan xa hon khuén vién biét thy Yukari. DGi



lai thi Yukari va ngwdi nha chi kip chay ra ngoai ma chiang mang theo dwoc
gi ngoai b6 d6 dang mac. Tat ca d&€u mai lo cho cu Matsuko gan nhw sdng
thie vat nén khong con tam tri ddu ma tinh todn ctru chira @6 dac.

Mai dén khi xac dinh dwoe ngon Itra s€ khong lan rdng hon nira, moi
ngwrdi mdi bit tay vao truc vét hung tha.

Vwra tha'y Kanao ciia Nwdc ndng Kame gép mit trong s6” cdac thanh nién
t&i truc vort, Kindaichi 1ién biéhn sic, “A, Kanao nay.” Giong anh nghen lai
trong ¢O nhw bi héc xwong. “Cau clir qua bén kia di, & day tdm ba, b6n
ngwoi la da roéi.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Thi, tai viéc dap lra quan trong hon thoi. O mot noi nudc nodi thi€u
thon nhw trén d6i thi c6 thém mdt ngudi gitip 12 d& dAn thém nhiéu 14m.
Khong th€ loai trir kha nang ngon Itra lai bung 1€n lic nao khong hay...”

“Khong, em nhdt dinh phai & day anh a. N&u bén d6 can nguoi thi e ai
khdc di, chir em dirt khodt phdi 1a ngudi dau tién tan méit nhin xem ké nao
da gi€t hai Yasuko, Fumiko va ca Satoko nwra...”

Kindaichi im 1ang nhin Kanao mot h'6i, roi danh thé dai, “Thé a, vay
tuy cau.”

Anh da mdy moi dinh néi thém, nhuwng nghi sao lai thoi va quay mat di
ra sau lung Isokawa. Vién chi huy vAn ding im ling nghe hai ngudi néi
chuyén tw nay toi gio. Nhin vé i ngai hién 1o trén mat Kindaichi, ong vo
thirc hit mot hoi that siu r'oi siét nim dad'm chit t&i ndi twéng dau 1ong ban
tay sap bi méng dim thing dén noi.

b6 1a mét canh twgng ma cd doi nay Isokawa khong mudn phéi chirng
ki€n dén l'an th hai.

Vai ciy dudc thip sing trén go dat, trong khi mot vong gic dwoc dung
tam d€ bd tri rong roc kéo hung thu 1én. N&u khong lam thé” thi rat nguy
hi€m, vi kho 1ong ti€p cén thi th€ da chim sau dwdi ddy bun.

Kanao ding trén mép gor dat, redn nguwoi ra mat bun, trong day thung
rong roc vao hong hung tha. Giw hai chan cdu la Katsuhei va Goro.

“Me tré, van Oon ca chir?”

“On ca, khong van dé gi. Hai ngudi c& gitt cho chic da’y nhé.”

“Pwoc ron.”



Tan dung dang ngwoi cao rdo va doi tay dai ciia minh, Kanao quan dén
hai vong day quanh hong hung thi roi méi thit nit va kiém tra do chic
chdn.

“Xong. Katsuhei, Goro, kéo tao day di.”

) “Nao, Qé’ toi gidp ntra.” Thanh tra Tachibana chay xuéng mép go dat,
nam 18y that lwng by d6 cong nhan cua Kanao.

“M0ot, hai, ba nao!”

C6 ba ngudi tro' luc, Kanao da ding thing day trén go dat, tran 14m
tAm m'6 hoi. “Pworc r'di, con lai nho ca vao ddi rong roc day.”

“Pa rd.” Mot giong néi vang 1én phia trén gor dat, hé thong rong roc bit
dau chuyén dong. “Nao, thém mdt hoi nira. Gi ma y&u xiu vay.” Goro 1on
ti€ng trach moc.

“Chét tiét!” Pap lai, dam thanh nién trén gor da't phi pho d'6n strc.

Lat sau nghe bim mdt céi. Cung lic, thi th€ hung thd dwoc kéo tach
khoi mét biin trong twe thé” cd dau 1an chan déu chii xudng dwdi. T¢i khi né
cdch mat bun khodng mot mét. ..

“Khoan da.” Katsuhei dwa tay gitt soii thirng. “Nay me tré, ca tao 1an
may déu mat di dra em gai dang thwong trong tay ké nay, nén hay clung
xem mdt mii y thé nao da. Nhoc Goro, mau tim cho anh mét cai khan wot.”

“O diing r'oi d&y. Nha dita em ho em mé&i bi y d6t chdy rui ni¥a.”

Guong mit hung thil van bj bun l?ém klin, chwa thé xac dinh nhan dang.
pr nhién, }(anao bat than nhin cham cham vao gwong mat day bun 2y
bang anh mat ki la kho hi€u.

Mot lat sau Goro mang khin wét quay lai, “Day nay me tré... Ua, me
tré, anh lam sao da’y? Pén nwdc nay ma con run 1ay bay la thé nao...”

“Nh... nhoc Goro, dwa anh khan di.” Ngay ca Katsuhei cling 1ap cap
danh dan rang, tay run ray dwa 1én lau di 1&p bun trén mat hung tha.

M6t nira khudn mat hién ra.

“A! Me! Me oi!”

Ti€ng gao that thanh cia Kanao khién Isokawa choang tinh khoi con
mo'.



“Chi huy, anh ngd th& nao ma c 4 & mai vay!”

Isokawa quay sang phia giong néi thi thd’y Kindaichi dang nhap nhom
& tAm dém bén canh v&i vé lo 1dng. Hai nguwoi dang & phong trong ciing
clia nha Honda. Sau khi cuing Kindaichi tdm rira qua loa, Isokawa 1ién lin
ra ngd mot gid’c ngon lanh, khong ngo’ nira ching lai mo’ thd’y chuyén xay
ra dém qua, t&i mare rén ri néi mo.

“A, héa ra 1a mo sao.” Ong thé phio nhe nhdm, dwa dng tay 4o 1én trdn
lau md hoi. “Co ma, that 1a...” N& mot ny cudi cay ding xong, 6ng mdi
tiép tuc, “Chéc ca doi nay toi cling khong quén dworc grong mit bé bét bun
ctia ba chii Nudc néng Kame khi bi kéo 1én bing rong roc, cling nhw tiéng
thét thong thi€t cua Kanao.”

“Véng, anh n6i phai.” Kindaichi git dau v&oi nét mat u am, nhung lai
mim cwoi ngay nhe mudn dong vién Isokawa. “Ma cdng nhan chi huy ngu
to't that. Ba 7 gior t61 r'oi dd’y. Chidng ta ddy déan thoi.”

Hai ngwoi chui ra khoi chin roi luc duc gd’p gon chan dém. Vwa lic vor
béac si Honda budrc tdi ctra phong.

“O, hai vi ddy ro6i a. Céc vi ctt d€ nguyén chin dém d&’y, khong cin gap
dau a. Ma anh Kindaichi nay!”

“Vang.”

“C6 mot nguoi tén 1a Yoshida Joji tv Kobe t&i gdp anh da’y. Hinh nhw
ciu &y c6 dem theo mén d6 nao anh nho tim thi phai.”

“A, thit quy héa qud...”

Isokawa t0 mo li€c nhin vé& mat mung r& cta Kindaichi, “Ai thé?
Yoshida Joji 8y ?”

“Chau goi Yoshida Junkichi bing bdc rudt, con trai cd cia Yoshida
Ryokichi. Chi huy 2, chiing ta cling géng sitc thém mot liic nira ndo.”

8 gio’ t6i 17 thang Tam nam 1955.

Moi ngy’d’i tdp trung tai phong trong cung cua nha Honda, nu6t nwdce
bot cing thang cho’ nghe chan twdng ctia vu gi€t ngwoi hang loat vira qua.

Phia canh sat ¢6 chi huy Isokawa, thanh tra Tachibana va hai di€u tra
vién Inui, Kato.



Nhirng ngwoi li€n quan g6m hai anh em Nire (Kahei va Sakie), me con
Bessho (Harue va Yukari), cing Kusakabe voi tw cach ngwoi chieng kién.
Ba nguwoi k€ sau thoat khdi ddm chdy dém qua ma khong dem theo @6 dac
gi ngoai quéan 4o méc trén nguoi, nén vo bac si Honda da t6t bung cho ho
muon may bd 40 mong mac tam.

Ngoai ra thi td't nhién la 6ng gia Honda va Kindaichi cling gép mat. Bac
si Honda thi dang & bén Nwdc néng Kame.

Trong phong bay bién da thit, tit bia t&i ¢ nhdm, nwrde qua va dao thiy
mat, nhung ching ai budn dong t&i. Thir moi ngudi déi khat vao ldc nay
khong phai @6 #n thirc udng, ma 12 sy tinh dang sau vu 4n vira xay ra. TAt
ca déu nin thé cho doi Kindaichi ti€t 16 chan twdng.

“Yamamoto diu roi, sao lau qua vay?” Tu nay dén gio thanh tra
Tachibana lién tuc nhin d6ng h'd6 r'o6i tic luvoi voi vé buc doc.

Ong gia Honda Ién tiéng, “Yamamoto? A, cdu diéu tra vién vira di d6n
ngwoi nha Yura ha? Thé thi ¢6 cho cling vo ich thdi thanh tra a.”

“Bac no6i vo ich 1a sao?”

“A thi, viéc Yasuko 12 giot mdu caa Onda da lan ra khép lang r6i con gi.
B& mit qud nén chic ngwdi nha Yura s& khong 16 mit ra dwdng mot thoi
gian. C4u Kindaichi 2, hay ct bit dau di?”

“Véng, nhung chau con c6 chit chuyén mudn nho cdu Toshiro bén &Yy,
nén hay doi xem két qua thé nao da... Con n€u moi nguoi ¢d gi mudn hoi
thi xin c& tw nhién a.”

“Ha ha ha, cdu qua 12 cah trong d4y.” Ong gid mim cwoi, quay sang
Isokawa. “T6i c6 nghe thing con k& 1a ba chd Nudc néng Kame da 1én
udng thudc tree sdu tw trede khi quang minh xudng ho6 trit nwde phai
khong?”

“Vang. C6 1€ chi &y da chuan bj tim 1y tw tredre roi.”

“Hoéa ra la ba chi Nwdc néng Kame sao... M6t phu nit duyén dang
khéo 1éo nhw vy ma lai...”

Nghe ching khong chi riéng 6ng gia ma ta't thay moi nguoi & day, hay
tham chi 1a ¢ lang PAu Quy déu ¢6 chung ndi niém nay.

“Co ma, cdu Kindaichi a...” Cam thdy nhw ngon nganh cau chuyén
dang dan dwoc goi mé, ong chu Kahei lién nhoai t&i m& loi. “Nghe
Katsuhei n6i cdu da nghi ngo ba chi Nwde néng Kame 1a tha pham tw 1au



r'oi, khong biét 1a lic nao?”

“A...” Kindaichi dwa tay gii gii mdi d4u t& qua v&i vé nguong nglng.
“Trong nhirng vu an thé¢ nay thi hin ai cling s€ vO thirc ndy sinh nhirng mdi
nghi ngo’ vu vor, ki€u nhw nho ké no hay ké kia 1a thd pham thi sao. Van dé
nam & chd 1am 18 nhitng nghi ngor d6. Trong tredng hop nay, tdi bit dau
lu tAm t&i ba chd Nwde nong Kame ngay sau khi Yasuko bj sat hai.”

Loi Kindaichi khi€n moi ngwoi x6n xao doi chit, didc biét thanh tra
Tachibana thi @4 bung cd mat nhe mudn néi diéu gi.

“A, nhung Kindaichi ndy,” Isokawa chép thoi cor 1én tiéng trude. “Néi
12 nghi ngd vu vor, nhwng han chd phéi ¢6 cin ct nao twong doi xdc ddng
roi ch?”

“Vang, c6 it nhi€u.”

“Vay mong chi k€ tir nhirng can cir 4y dwgrc khong? DE xem ching toi
da bo sot diéu gi.”

“Khong d&n mirc nhw vdy dau. Chi huy néi thé¢” lam em ngai qua.”
Kindaichi cwoi trie. “Piéu tién la tw cdu chuyén clia anh Tatsuzo. Anh &y k€
la hom 13, tiec hom Yasuko bi giét, sau khi di lam d6ng vé cé bang qua
thac Nghi Chan d€ toi xwdng regu Hang Can lam mdt top cay vao tAm 7
gio t01. Toi khoang 8 gior, Tatsuzo quay vé bang qua chan thac va phat hién
thdy mot bd hii va phéu lic trede khong thay. Khong nhitng vy, anh Ay
con nobi la sau nay nghi lai thi ding la trén dwong toi xwdng regru da nhin
thd'y mot béng ngwoi mang theo thir gi giong hii véi phéu chay vao rudng
nho gan nga tw Co1 Luan HO1...”

“Chuyén do thi t61 nghe roi...”

“Hay tht nhin ti phia hung thd xem sao. Khi &y y vwra 18y trdm hil va
phéu ttr xwdng reeou d€ chuah bi cho vu sat hai budi 61, dang trén dwong di
xudng ngd tw Coi Luan H'6i thi bit gip Tatsuzo nén 14h ludn vao rudng nho.
Theo em thi ldc &y hung thu da nhin ra ngwoi dang di toi 1a Tatsuzo. Tai
sao y con pham phdi sai TAm 1a virt hii v&i phéu & thdc nudc d& roi bi
Tatsuzo dem di mat? Hén 1a hung tht di nghi ring Tatsuzo sé& tir xwdng
reo’u xudng thfmg x6m Sakura. Piéu nay dong nghia v&i viéc y khong hé
bi€t dwong twr xwdng regu xuéng xom Sakura khong di dwoe do vu 1o dat
tred’c d6... Ma tinh hinh sat 1& thi c6 th€ thd’y ro t con dwong lang di qua
tredc am Sakura, suy ra hung thi khong sdng trong khodng gitra xém



Sakura va khu nay. X6m Sakura thi von d3 ndm & ria ngoai ciing ctia lang
roi, xa hon chi c6 th€' 1a nha Hoan hodc Nwdc nong Kame ma thoi.”

T4t ca ling thinh nghe Kindaichi gidi thich. Ong gia Honda gt gii lién
h'6i r'oi hoi.

“Cong nhan xac dang. Nhung tai sao cdu lai hwdng sy nghi ngo’ vEé phia
Rika du ¢6 hai d67 twong nhw vay? Phéi ¢6 1y do dic biét nao chix?”

“Vang, do thai d cua Satoko ntra.”

“Théi d6 cua Satoko w?”

“Chic moi nguwoi déu biét, trude gior Satoko tuyét d5i khong d€ ngudi
khac thdy lan da ctia minh. Vay ma sau khi Yasuko chét thi ¢ lai tdo bao
g& bd hét khiin trim d4u va ging tay cdc thit. Nguyén ¢& hin phai nghiém
trong 14m mé&i c6 th€ khieh mot ¢d géi & 1tra tudi Ay ha quy&t tim manh mé
dén vay. Toi da thir lién hé sy thay d6i nay voi vu an mang dém truedre d6.”

“Nghia 13...” Trwdng ban chuyén 4n Tachibana ding hing cat 1oi.
“Satoko bi€t ai gi€t Yasuko sao?”

““... Toi nghi th&". C6 1€ Satoko da ty dién gidi cau chuyén theo hwdng
tai minh sinh ra da di dang, lai ludn ban tdm ngoai hinh nén me m&i dem
long cdm ghét Yasuko xinh dep ma giy an. Vay thi tw gio’ con s€ khong d€
y t&i nét xAu xi &y nira. Con van hanh phiic trong bd dang kho coi nay, nén
mong me dirng gdy thém nhitng chuyén xau xa... Chic da’y 1a mdt nd luc
phan khang bang hét strc binh sinh ctia Satoko ddng thwong.”

“Né&u thé thi...” Isokawa redn nguoi toi trede. “Dém trede d6 di cling
Miki r'di bit gip Rika trén dwong, liéu Satoko c6 nhén ra ba gia kia chinh 12
me minh khong?”

“Khong dau chi huy 2, néu nhén ra thi chic Satoko di khong di tdi biét
pht cii nra.”

“Thé& thi c6 &y nhan ra tw khi nao?”

“Thi d&y, em cho rang viéc khong biét t&i vu sat 1é 1a mot sai Tam chi
mang ctia hung thd. B9 hii va phéu da chuh bj sin lai bi Tatsuzo mang di,
budc hung thii phai quay lai xwdng rwou T4an nira d&€ 14’y thém hii v&i phéu
sau khi ha sat Yasuko, thanh ra mat nhiéu thoi gian hon dy ki€n. Trong khi
d6 vu Yasuko mat tich bai 16 qua so'm khién Satoko vé nha truedc gior dy
tinh, tic 1a v€ nha tredec hung thi. C6 1€ Satoko da ding trong kho nhin
tha’y me minh Ién lut dap xe vao ti cong sau, trén ngwoi van mot bo d'6 hét



strc kha nghi.”

Theo nhw Kindaichi giai thich thi nhiéu kha nang Iic d6 Satoko con
chua hi€u moi viéc 1a thé nao. Sang hdm sau khi vo 1€, c6 m&i ha quyét
tam vt bd hét khan trim va gang tay.

“M&i nghi ngo vu vo' ma t6i nhic d&n chll y&u xud't phét tir hai diém
vira roi. Tuy dd mang mang thdy di€m ba't thwong & ba chi Nwdc ndng
Kame, nhwng t6i khong xdc dinh degc dong co ctia chi ay. Khong 1y nao vi
mudn nhan Fumiko lam con dau ma lai di gi€t hai Yasuko. Trong khi t61
chwa kip néi ra mdi nghi ngo thi sy viéc lai cang thém tram trong... Vé
di€m nay, toi thyrc sy phai xin 10i moi ngwoi.”

Kindaichi ctii dau v&i vé u udt. Thanh tra Tachibana lién veon nguoi
t&i can thiép.

“Khong, ¢6 phai trach nhi€ém cta cdu dau. Nhwng ma cau nay, r6t cudc
thi dong co’ dang sau vu 4n ndy la gi co’ chi#? Nhitng ngwdi ma Rika nhim
ti 1a Yasuko, Fumiko va Yukari. Ca ba déu la giot mau cia Onda, nén doi
voi Rika thi ho 1a con gdi cia ké thu giét chong. Khong nhirng vay ca ba c6
déu xinh dep, trong khi con gai Rika lai bat hanh sinh ra v&i ngoai hinh
nhw vdy. Phdi ching vi thé¢’ ma Rika m&i dem 1ong odn han s&n. R6i ca hai
nha bi€t viy ma van c& ga con gdi ké thi cho con trai minh, nén chij ta md&i
néng mau ma gay an?”

Thanh tra Tachibana né6i v&i giong day khiéu khich, chgng h€ c6 y dinh
gitr hoa khi. Kindaichi c¢6 phan ling ting.

“A, khong... V€ dong co cua Rika...”

Anh dang néi d& thi diéu tra vién Yamamoto vé t&i noi.

“Xin 16i da d€ moi ngwoi cho lau. Bén nha Yura dang cé viéc nén
khong ai dé€n dwore dau. Anh Kindaichi, cdu chi nha Yura gii cho anh
nay...”

Thay di€u tra vién Yamamoto dwa ra mot chi€c phong bi, thanh tra
Tachibana lién nhin chong choc.

“Cau Yamamoto, thir d6 1a gi vay?”

“Da, ban ndy anh Kindaichi nho t6i dem cho nha bén 4y mét 14 thw, diy
la h'61 am...”

Kindaichi m& phong bi ki€m tra ndi dung roéi lai déng lai ngay.



“Anh Tachibana a, vé 14 thw nay thi d€ sau hdng néi. Con bay gio thi,
chu Honda o1...”

“Vang.”

“Ban than t0i vAn mong chi Atsuko c6 mit d€ cing hai chi Sakie va
Harue day ki€m chirng cho vat t6i dang mang theo. Pinh la dgi cac chi xem
xét ki lwong xong thi tdéi m&i cing moi ngwoi thao ludn vé vu an Tan nay.
Nhwng thir te da ddo 16n ddi chit nén xem ra anh Tachibana chwa th€ hai
long vé dong co’ gdy an ctia Rika. Thé nén chd Honda a....”

“Vang.”

“Co 1€ phai nho’ chid cung hai chi day dirng ra lam nguwoi ki€m chieng.”

“Ki€m chirng céi gi co?”

“Anh a. Vira hay & day cé ding ba tA'm nay.”

Kindaichi 18y m6t phong bi & céi kep gidy to dat bén canh, tw d6 lai
18’y ra ba t&'m anh c& buwu thi€p va 'n lwot phat cho ba ngwoi vira néu tén.

“Xin cac vi hay quan sat that ki gwong mat ciia nguoi trong anh. Lic
nay ngwoi 4y van chwa d& rau, mong céc vi tedng twong thém mot hang ria
dwdi mi r'oi ki€m chirng gidp...”

Ca ba dong loat nhin xudng anh v&i vé ban khoan, chaalng may choc
Sakie da la 1én tha't thanh, Harue thi mit cit khong con hot m4u.

“Sakie, c... cO sao thé?”

“Mama, em bi€t ngwoi trong hinh w?”

Kahei va Kusakabe giat minh ngé vao may tdim anh, nhwng hai nguoi
phu ni dang thang tht ghé gém déu khong tra 1oi. Ong gia Honda tra 17
thay, giong run run vi hao hirc.

“Kindaichi! C4u 18y dau ra may tdm anh nay thé”? Day cheamg phéi Ia
anh Onda sao!”

Onda! Min c6 nd ngay & ddy chic cling khong th& khién moi ngwdi sdc
hon khi nghe cdi tén &y. Kahei giat 18y anh tw tay Sakie, con Kusakabe va
Yukari thi nhin chdm chdm vio tAm anh trén tay Harue, trong khi Isokawa
ciing cdc canh st nhdm han ngudi day. Ct nhw the chinh Onda vira xuat
hién vay.

Ca ba tim anh & diy déu la chan dung chup tt nguc trd 1én nén mat
mili ra’t 16 rang. Mot tAm van Au phuc, mot tA'm 12 18 phuc truyén thong, va



tAm cudi cung la 40 mdng mua heé. Tuy chwa d€ ria dwdi mii nhung céac
géc canh ctia gwong mit deo kinh gong nhd &y van hét sirc sic nét, tuy hoi
diéu da nhwng phai thtra nhan la teong d6i dién trai.

“Chu Kindaichi!”

“Khoan da chi huy, anh doii thém mot lat d€ moi nguwoi ki€m chieng cho
ki da. Chi Sakie, theo chi ngwoi trong anh 1a ai?”

“T6i cho 1a ngwoi ma chi Honda vira néi...” Sakie néi dén day thi guc
ra khoc.

“Chi Harue nghi sao?”

“Vang, trong hinh ding la cha cua Chieko. Tuyét doi khong th€ nham
dwoce.” Harue khong khéc nhung mét ngude 1én tran, moi map mdy lién

0.

“Kindaichi, Kindaichi.” Trén tran Isokawa noi rd hai mach mau, trong
clr nhw cdi sing vay. “Chi 18y may tAm anh & dau ra th&?”

“La nho cdu Joji tredng nam cda anh Ryokichi 1an 16i dem twr ban
phong sy di€u tra cia bdao M & Kobe dén day cho em daYy.”

“Toa soan d6 gitr anh Onda sao?”” Thanh tra Tachibana nghi ngo’ ra mat.

“Vang, chi c6 diéu khong dwoc lwu trie dwdi tén Onda, ma dwdi tén
Aoyagi Shiro, nghé si thuy&t minh phim Itrng 14y khip Kobe cudi nhirng
nadm 1920 dau nhtrng ndm 1930.”

Theo 1€ thwong thi ndi ti€p nhitng cd s6'c hay con hdo hirc manh liét sé
la cam gidc bat lyc trong rong di kém sy u€ 0ai réu ra vé mit tinh than.
Bau khong khi bao trum can phong trong cung nha Honda lic nay chinh
xac 1a nhw vay.

Ba tAm anh khi€n moi ngwoi dong loat ring dong van & d6. Theo 1o
Kindaichi thi ngwoi trong anh 1la Aoyagi Shiro. Nhwng Aoyagi Shiro lai 1a
Genjiro cia Nwdc néng Kame. Khi bi gi€t hai, Genjiro m&i tron 27 tudi,
nhung chan dung trong may t&m éanh thi déu gia dan hon nhi€u. Chi can
thém chit ria dwdi mii thoi thi ¢d bdo 1a 34 tudi cling khdng c¢6 gi ba't hop
ly.

Purong nhién 1a ban ndy moi ngwoi con vira xon xao nhw ong vo to vi
ba tA'm anh nay. Ai ndy déu hédo hirc suc sbi, khi€n khong khi trong phong



bdng tré nén huyén ndo ‘Am 7 mat mot lic. Nhung roi mach truyén dot
nhién ngét quing, sy tinh ling thin tho budng xudng trong phong.

Onda chinh 1a Genjiro cia Nwdc nong Kame. Hién thyc nay da dwoc ba
tAm anh & diy chirng minh hét sirc r6 rang. Hai muwoi ba nam trede day,
Genjiro ctia Nwdc néng Kame da mot minh dién hai vai cling lic. Thé nén
khi Genjiro bi€n mat khoi ¢di doi nay, Onda dwong nhién theo d6 ma tan
bién khong d€ lai chiit tung tich nao. Qua 1a mot sy that qua doi bt ngo.

Trong can phong dang chim vao tinh ling &Yy, chi con ti€ng quat may
phe phay xen 14n ti€ng khoéc thit thit ctia Sakie, Harue va Yukari. Téi ldc
nay thi nhitng vé€t gon trong long ho da dwoc go bd, nhirng viedng ban ba’y
lau dot nhié€n tré nén minh bach. Hoéa ra khi &y 1a nhw vay, con chuyén kia
thi c6 1€ 1a th&’ nay. Dwong nhw ca Sakie va Harue déu c6 ra't nhi€u diéu d¢
ngim lai, nén cdm xtc cang dé dang trao hon.

“Chuyén gi thé nay chir, that 1a, chuyén gi thé nay chit.” Ngwoi kéu 1én
rdi rit 4y 1a bac si Honda, m&i vE t&i noi.

“Cau Kindaichi a, t6i thwc sy phai ngd mil kinh phuc ciu roi day.” Mot
lic sau, thanh tra Tachibana cudi cung cling chiu bd gidp quy hang mét
cach khfmg khdi tredc mét Kindaichi. “Qua day da thd'y Onda 1la mdt than
phan khdc ma Genjiro da ty bién tw dién, nhwng thé” thi thii pham clia vu 4n
nam 1932 c6 th€ 1a ai dwgre chi?”

“Cheamg phai rd rang r'éi sao, 1a Rika chr con ai khac dwoc,” Isokawa
noi, giong day u ua't.

“Pung, ding r'6i, ma thé& thi c6 1€ dng chu nha quan cai bi€t chuyén da’y
nhi?”” Kahei vira néi vira redn nguoi ra tredee.

“T6i nghi vay. Nhu thé thi ding v&i loi caa khiic ca td cau hon.”

“Cau no6i ding voi loi caa khidc ca td cau la sao?”

“A, thi doan dwa dwg'c m§ nhan vé nhung khong bd ndi tat 1dm 17, dem
chuyén réu rao khip noi, th¢'1a bj chudc ngt biang sit quan thio 4y...”

“Né&u vay thi qua nhi€n Hoan da bi gi€t sao ha cau Kindaichi?”

“Thanh tra Tachibana, thtr 161 cho t6i vi d4 néu ra ma’y ciu hoi thira thai
1am 161 loan phwong chAm diéu tra. DAu sao Kindaichi to6i diy 1a ngwoi dau
tién roi vao cdi by do Rika gidng ra.”

“Céi bay do hung thu gidng ra?”



“Tt ttr da cAu Tachibana.” Ong gia Honda gio hai tay ra ngin 6n a0
trong phong. “C chuyén no xo chuyén kia th& nay thi mai cheamg di toi dau
dwoee. Chi huy a, t6i nghi t6t nha't hdy d€ cau Kindaichi k€ moi chuyén mot
cdch tuan tw, bt du ttr vu 4n ndm 1932 thi hon.”

Khoéng ai phan d6i y ki€n Ong gia.

“Vay thi t6i xin phép trinh bay, nhwng xin néi tredc 1a cho t&i gio thi
ta't ca déu chi la suy doan khdng thé€ ki€m chirng ctia ¢4 nhan toi thoi, dwoc
chr a?”

Khong ai ¢6 y kién gi khac.

“Né&u thé” thi toi xin dwgrc chia sé suy doan cia minh, ai ¢ nhan xét bo
sung thi c 1€n ti€ng chir dung d€ t6i n6i mot minh a. Hay coi nhw day la
mot buoi thao luan chung di.”

Nhirng ngwoi ¢6 mat déu nhat tri.

“La th¢' nay a...”

Kindaichi bit dau vao chuyén, giong hoi 1dp bap. “Von di ngudi tw
xung la Onda Tan dau tién xuadt hién tai ngodi lang nay la vao cudi nam
1931. Nam &y la m6t dd'u mdc twong d6i quan trong ddi véi nganh dién
anh, khi ma phim thoai di vao quy dao phat tri€n, khi€n nhirng ngwoi hanh
nghé thuy€t minh phim cdm dan thdy bat an cho twong lai cia minh.
Chuyén nay chic anh Kusakabe biét r5...”

“Ping, ding vdy.” Kusakabe gop loii nhw the ki (rc xa xwa ta vé. “Toi
nh& khodng muia xuan nam 1933 1a hoan toan khdng con thdy bong dang
nghé si thuy&€t minh phim & Tokyo ntra, nén c6 1€ tam te 1931 dén 1932
duing 1a giai doan ba't 6n nhat ddi voi ho.”

“Véng, trong bdi canh &Yy thi ngay ca Aoyagi Shiro, tic Genjiro, cling
dam lo va budc phai tinh t&i chuyén tim mot cong viéc méi. Khong ro vi 1y
do gi nhwng cudi cung thi anh ta da nhdng tay vao linh vec moi gidi san
xua't sgi trang tri. Viéc anh ta dem ngh€ nay vé trieén khai & noi chon rau
cit ron ctia minh ciing khong c¢6 gi la, nhung tai sao Genjiro phai che gidu
than phan ctia minh? Ong Honda v 6ng Kahei thd’y thé nao?”

“D& hi€u qud ma. Dan lang s& ching tin 101 con trai nha Nudc néng
Kame dau. Chu Kahei nghi sao?”

“Véng, ding nhw bac néi. Nguwoi lang da danh, nhung mang danh phan
con trai Nudc néng Kame di chao hang nha Yura thi chic phai quay xe



ngay & cua...”

“V&i ca da mat cong cd dwoe vé ngoai hao nhoang thé nay thi ai dai gi
di huych tet ra minh 1a con trai nha tim d& cho mat gid co chtt. Ciu
Kindaichi 2, dan qué la vdy day. Nhat la thoi tién chién thi cang cd hd
hon.”

“Nhung ma cho du 6ng &y c6 che giau thé¢" nao,” di€u tra vién Inui xen
ngang. “That kho tin 1a khong mot ai trong lang nhén ra day.”

“A, nhung chuyén khé tin &y thuc t& lai da dién ra, cdu Inui a.” Isokawa
dirng ra gidi ddp thic méic clia cdp dudi. “Gio nhin lai thi ding 1a chi
Genjiro m&i lam dwoe chuyén d6 thdi. Trong sudt mwoi b6n nam tw khi
Genjiro td't nghiép ti€u hoc va roi khai lang téi khi tré vE, dan lang da quén
bing sy ton tai clia anh ta. Cau nhéc it néi chaalng c6 diém gi noi bat ngay
xwa nay lai vé lang nhe mot quy 6ng khéo mi€ng thi ai ma nhén ra degc do
la con trai nha Nuwdc néng Kame. Ngay bac Honda khi nhin tAm anh nay
cling 14p tirc ndi la Onda, nghia 1a h'6i xwa bac da khong nhan ra Onda
chinh 1a cu con thir nha Nwdc néng Kame. Ping nhw bac si Honda cam
than, ‘That 13, chuyén gi th& niy chit.”” Isokawa néi v&i vé boi hoi. “A,
Kindaichi, xin 18i vi di cit ngang cau chuyén. Mo chi tiép tuc.”

“Vang, em xin phép... Dau sao thi Genjiro da quay vé lang v¢i than
phan gia 1a Onda va ti€p can vor chong nha Yura giau c6 nhat lang. Ly do
khi€n Genjiro chon nha Yura c6 1€ khong may quan trong, néi chung hai vor
chong ho ctr thé” ma tin 1oi Genjiro. C6 cd Yukari & dy, t6i phai m& ngoac
12 c4 nhan tdi cho ring ban dau Genjiro khdng c6 y dinh ltra ddo. Nhuw chi
huy thwong néi, ¢6 1€ ban dau anh ta thd’y d6 ding la mot ngheé tay trai dem
lai lgi ich cho lang x6m nén méi dem veé gi¢i thi€éu. Con 1y do phai ding
toi tén gia thi ding nhv 6ng Honda va 6ng Kahei da chi ra. Ban than
Genjiro dwong nhw van gitr y thitc ha dan hodc mic cam thua kém tai nhuc
nao ddy, nén dan da ma&i sinh ra chuyén v&i ba chi Atsuko nha Yura va cd
chua Sakie nha Nire...”

“Cau ndi vay la sao a?” Kahei thic mic. “Mic cadm thua kém di khién
Genjiro qua lai v&i Atsuko va Sakie?”

“A, c6 18 ¥ cta ciu Ay 1a...” Tha’y Kindaichi ¢6 v& ng4n ngai chwa ddp,
Ong gia Honda 1ién xen ngang. “Tw nhd Genjiro da lu6n cdm tha’y tdi nhuc
vi bi d61 x& nhw ha lvu, nhwng khi vEé lang véi danh nghia Onda thi lai
dwoe nha Yura ti€p dai trong the, tha thinh doi chiit da cau dwore ba chu cta



gia dinh quyén thé nhat lang co ma. Quing lwdi dwoc ngwoi nhw vay
xong, chic Genjiro mudn 1am thém mot v& vé&i con gdi cung mot gia dinh
thé& lwc khdc, nén Tan mo t&i chd Sakie... N6i cach khdc thi Genjiro tang tiu
v&i ba chi nha Yura va ¢6 chil nha Nire mot phian chi d€ trd dda... ¥ cdu la
th€’, phai khong Kindaichi?”

“Vang, 6ng qua la sang sudt a. N6i nhw thé” cé 1€ hoi 1am chi Sakie ton
theong...”

“Khong dau anh a, anh khong can phai gitv y gi ca. Nhan co hdi nay toi
cling mudn lam cho rd ngon nganh. Nén anh dwng ngai ngéan, ma c ndi ra
hét sy that cho chiing to6i nghe v&i.” Sakie dwa khiin tay 1én dp vao mit,
nhung nét mat ba khong con vé hd then nira, thay vao do6 la sy nhe nhom.

“Nghia 1a Atsuko va Sakie da tréd thanh cong cu d€ Genjiro trd diia ca
cdi lang nay chr khong riéng gi hai nha Yura va Nire?”

“Khodng, mong mudn phuc thit ¢6 1& chi 1a m6t phian thdi, chir y&u t&
duc vong di nhi€n khong h€ nhd dau. Theo tai li€u di€u tra cta tda soan thi
Aoyagi Shiro 1a mét tay Don Juan thwong xuyén qua lai véi nhiéu phu nt
khéc nhau. TAm ly hdm cfia la 12 mdt nguyén nhan 1én ddy, tuy nhién ding
sau dd’y van con...”

“Van con y d0 cho phu ni hai gia dinh th& Iyc nha't lang vao trong va
bi€n ho thanh d6 choi d€ phuc thu nira, phai khong nao? Ma phai dao thoi.
May vu phan biét d6i xir ngay xuwa kinh khing 1&m chit c6 phai khong
dau.”

“K€& ca nhuw vay...” Kusakabe xen vao. “Co6 Harue day thi sao? Chflng 1€
coO &y la tdt thi cho k& hoach phuyc thu 8y a?”

“Khong, chi Harue c6 1€ 1a ngwoi duy nha't ma Genjiro dem 1ong yéu
thwong. Va theo toi thi dd’y chinh 1a nguyén nhan din dén vu 1932. Khong
bi€t chi huy nghi th&¢ nao a?”

“A, v, xét lai thi c6 1& diing that.” Isokawa thin tho’ 14m bam.

“Cau Kindaichi, cu th€'1a thé' nao?”

“A, ¢6 1& nén d€ chi huy dy giai thich thi hon. Chi huy 4, m&i anh.”

“Um, phai r'doi, 1a th&¢ nay anh Kusakabe a.” Isokawa c& tao vé& mit
nghiém nghi hon mdt chit tredc khi ti€p tuc. “Theo nhw Rika k€ thi
Genjiro von dinh gii vor con & Nudc nong Kame réi mot minh qua Man
Chau treedc. Harue lai k€ Onda da hira sé€ cuing ¢6 &y bd tr6n t&i Man Chéu,



phai khong c6 Harue?”

“Vang.”

Thay cau chuyén bit dau chuyen hwdng vé minh, gwong mat tai nhot
cua Harue lién hi€n vé cdng thang, trong khi 4anh mét Yukari lai 14 ldnh
hon.

“So sanh loi k€ cia hai ngwoi nay thi nhiéu kha ning Genjiro da dinh
rudng bé me con Rika va Kanao lai cho Nuwdc nong Kame, con minh thi sé
cung tinh nhan cao chay xa bay t&i Man Chau, nhwng thé nao lai bi Rika
phat hién dwoc... C6 1€ chi thé thdi nhi, Kindaichi?”

“Vang.”

“Né&u thé thi, cau Kindaichi a!” T&i lwgt bac si Honda ruedn nguoi ra.
“Tirc 12 din vor con vE & Nudc néng Kame roi ma Genjiro van tié€p tuc
dién ca hai vai sa0?”

“A, chuyén nay thi c¢6 1& phai hdi chi Harue. Chj ¢6 nhé dwoc di€m bat
thwong nao lién quan khong?”

“Nhirng di€m bat thwong thi khong phai 1a it a... Vi nhw, khodng mot
thang tred'c 4n mang, anh &y dot nhién bao phai cao rau, 18y 1y do 1a chuan
bi sang Man Chau lam lai tv ddu ma d€ rau nhw thé” thi s¢’ bi ngwoi ta cho
laravé...”

“Khong chi vy dau bac si a,” Kahei gop 101 v&i vé b6i hoi. “Onda bj
gi€t & gian nha phu nha quan cai, tic tru s& lang bay gio. Noi &y cach
Nuwdc néng Kame gan bon cdy sd, Genjiro ¢c6 mudn dong ca hai vai cling
khong phai chuyén gi qua kh6 khan. Onda thinh thodng m¢&i xudt hién &
lang, con Genjiro hoan toan c6 th€ roii Nwdc néng Kame vai ba dém véi 1y
do ban chuan bi d€ qua Man Chau, phai khong cau Kindaichi?”

“Vang.”

“Bay gio’ nhin lai thi ding la Onda chwa twng lai vang t&i xém Sakura
bao gio’. H6i d6 t6i chi cho 1a ga c&d tinh ¢6 14p nha minh théi, nhwng gio
nghi lai thi chic do x6m Sakura gin Nudc néng Kame qud nén gi mdi
khong ddm bén mang t&i.”

Ping la khi nhitng vét gon da dugc go bd thi ngwoi ta lai phat hién ra
ra't nhiéu chi tiét ma trede nay khong d€ y. Ong gia Honda cau may nhuw
dang nh¢ lai tdn tham kich ngay xua.

“Céau Kindaichi, vay la thé nay nhi. Trong lic Genjiro dang vao vai



Onda va & bén gian phu nha Hoan thi Rika xdc vao...” Ong dirng lai, hit
mot hot thit sdu, nhung khong ti€p tuc.

“Co 1€ l1a th&" a. Tuy ban ddu khong c6 y dinh lwa ddo, nhung do énh
hwdng cta sy r6i loan bén My ma tinh hinh phat trieén khong nhw dy ki€n
cta Genjiro. Nghé thuyét minh gan nhw khéng con dwong song, khién
Genjiro cang thém li€u linh, quyét dinh giri vor con & qué nha con minh thi
cung nguoi tinh cao chay xa bay t&i phwong troi méi & Man Chau... Gid
quy€t dinh xong anh ta x6a bd luén nhan dang Onda thi da don gian, nhung
¢6 1& vi mudn ki€m thém chit ndo hay chit ndy nham chuih bi cho cudc
sO6ng mai sau nén m&i ra ndng ndi.”

“Rika da danh hoi degc chuyén day u?”

“Khong dau 6ng Kahei a. Pay chi la suy doan cua t6i thdi, nhwng c6
kha nang Hoan da canh bdo cho Rika.”

Aindy dong loat thot 1én mot ti€ng, “A!”

“Phai r'di, phai r'oi, chic chin 12 nhw vay. Ong chi nha quan cai van cho
Onda thué gian nha phu ma. Hin Ong Ay phai bi€t bi mit cia Onda chu.
Pung, ding. Sao nwra?”

“Véng... Mong moi ngwoi nhé lai chuyén h'di &y mot chit, vu an khé
ma néi 1a dwoc thyc hién theo mot k& hoach vach s&n. Hung khi chi 1a
chi&€c riu bd cui van dit & d6. Rika bay gio' dang mang thai, lai phai chju
canh than c6 th& c6 & dat la, 1 thudc vao b6 me chdng tred'c diy chwa gap
bao gio. Hin nhién 1a trang thai tdm 1y cua chi &y khong on dinh chiit nao.
V&i céd ¢6 1€ chi Ay cling ting phai phién nao khong it Tan vé tat gdi gd cla
ch'ong, nén hdm d6 mdi bot phat, khong ki€m ché& ndi. C6 the€ thong cam it
nhiéu. A, chi Harue nay...”

No1 dén day, Kindalichi lai voi vang dinh chinh.

“Khong phai t6i mudn trach gi chi dau. Toéi chi mudn néi la vu viéc
nam 1932 1a mdt 4n mang xady ra trong con néng gian. Rika da gi€t chdng
vi néng gidn nha't thoi, thong minh nhanh tri d&n dau ciing khé ma nghi
ngay ra tro ltra danh lac hwdng diéu tra nhw vay.”

“T61 hi€u roi, Kindaichi a.” Isokawa gat gu. “Y cdu 12 viéc 1am mit nan
nhan bié€n dang t&i mirc khong con nhan dién dwoc, tir d6 1o dung chuyén
Genjiro mot minh dién hai vai d€ ddnh Itra chiing ta, ddy déu la do 6ng chi
nha quan cai mach nwdc cho Rika phai khéng?”



“Ra vay, b&i nim gitt bi mat 4y nén Hoan mé&i c6 the uy hi€p tong tién
ba chi Nwdc néng Kame.”

Nghe thanh tra Tachibana hung hd néi, 6ng gia Honda 1i€n nhiu may
thic méc, “Tong tién? C6 chuyén nay sao?”

Isokawa beén k€ vé ngudn tror cap sinh hoat bi an cua Hoan, 6ng gia td
ra ra't ngac nhi€n, “Cau Tachibana nay, dung la to1 chéng thich Hoan cho
18m, nhung ¢6 thé ndo thi 6ng &y van 1a hau dué cua nha Tatara, long ty
trong twong ddi cao. Ong Ay tuyét nhién khong phai hang tranh tha di€m
y&u clia ngwoi khac d€ chén ép ho dau. Chi tha’y thé nao, Kahei?”

“T6i nghi bac Honda néi phai da’y a. Gia sir 6ng chu nha quan cai nhan
tror cdp clia Nwde nong Kame thit, thi ¢6 1€ khong phai do tong tién, ma do
Rika cht dong dé xudt. Xét tinh khi Hoan thi chic 6ng 4y phai khd tim
14m khi nhan 4n hué ctia Nudc néng Kame.”

“Vay da’y cau Tachibana a, tuy nhin tw két qua thi khong khac nhau la
maYy.”

“Vang, ching t6i hi€u roi a.” Isokawa gat dau dong tinh. “Cé 1€ moi
ngwoi déu da twong doi hai long véi chan twdng caa vy 1932 r'di, nén sau
day mong chi Kindaichi chuyén qua giai thich vé vu 4an m&i nay nhi?”

Khong ai phan doi.

“Cau Kindaichi, moi cau.”

“Da, cam on anh.” Kindaichi nhan 18y cOc bia song sanh do bac si
Honda rét cho. “Chidng ta vira néu y ki€n vwra thao ludn nhw ban nay nhé.
Trwdece tién, xin moi thanh tra Tachibana.”

“Vang.”

“Gio thi anh da bi€t Onda va Genjiro la cing mot ngwoi roi. Trén cor s&
dé, khong bi€t anh c6 suy nghi gi khic vé ddng co gy 4n cua Aoike
Rika?”

“A, that ma't mit qud cau Kindaichi a.” Thanh tra Tachibana gio tay gai
d4u, nhung van 16 vé phan chadn, nhich ngwoi toi trede. “Co 1€ 12 thé nay
ching? Gia st Onda chét di gon gang dat khodat thi da khong cé chuyén gi
xay ra. Nhung khong bi€t la phic hay hoa ma anh ta da d€ lai giot mau
trong bung ca ba ngwoi phu nir ma minh ting quan hé, chwa k€ dira con
chinh thirc Rika dang mang. M6t nam sau khi 4n mang xay ra, bdn nguoi
phu nir d€u Tan lwgt Iam bon, va khong hi€u sao sinh ha toan con géi. Pay



chinh 12 nguyén nhan siu xa dan t&i vu 4n T4n nay.”

“Ping rdi, ding roi.” Ong gia Honda git dau lia lia. “Ban ndy ciu
Tachibana c6 néi dong co’ clia Rika nam & chd, trong khi con gdi minh bat
hanh sinh ra v&i ngoai hinh nhw thé’, thi nhirng dira con gdi cta ké thu giét
ch'ong lai déu xinh dep hon nguwoi, nhwng thye t€ con nghiém trong hon
nhiéu. Rika 1a v¢ chinh thirc ma lai sinh ra dita con nhw vy, trong khi mau
roi mau vai cia chong lai déu 1a giai nhan tuyét sic, thi lam gi ma co ta
chaalng tirc dién 1én... Phéi ching diy la mot trong cidc ddng cor gy an cla
Rika, cdu Kindaichi?”

“Khong chi 1a mot trong cac, ma la khéi ngudn ctia moi chuyén ludn a.
So sanh thé nay khong bi€t c6 hop ly khong. Vi du c6 vai con meo duc
dang trong ki giao phdi cung theo duoi mdt con meo cai, duy nhat mdt con
trong s& d6 bj tir chdi, nd s& tim cach cén chét lii con do con meo cdi tr
ch6i minh sinh ra kia. TAm 1y Rika it nhi€u twong dong v&i con meo duec,
va nhin tw khia canh &Yy thi sy kich ddng cta Rika ciling 1a kho tranh.”

“Um, xét tir géc d6 nay thi Rika qud 1a mot phu nit ding thwong.”
Isokawa lén ti€ng.

“Vang, em cung nghi the".”

Trudc loi dap day vé u uat caa Kindaichi, xung quanh lang di gidy lat.
Riéng thanh tra Tachibana hién khong du kién nhin d€ ban tim thwong cadm
cho chuyén gi nura.

“Rika hin phai bi€t Yasuko, Fumiko va Yukari déu la con gai Genjiro
nhi?”

“Th& nay anh Tachibana a. Hoan bi€t ca ba c¢6 gdi d€u la giot mdu cua
Onda, ma gitra 6ng a4y va Rika von 1a m&i tham giao chia sé nhi€u bi mat
trong dai nira. Tuy khong 16 6ng tiét 16 khi ndo, nhung chéc han Hoan da
tng Iwvu y Rika vé viéc &y, nha't 1a khi bén Nudc nong Kame con ¢ mot
cau con la Kanao.”

“Thanh tra Tachibana,” Kahei dot nhi€én rung minh. “Ban ndy cdu ¢4 noi
ching tdi dinh ép ga con gdi ctia ké thu gié€t cha cho Kanao, nhwng tinh ra
s that con nghi€m trong hon nhiéu nhi! Vi khong bi€t ma ching t6i suyt
g4 em gdi ciing cha khac me ctia Kanao cho chinh thing bé.”

“Phai r6i, ding the"” Ong gia Honda thé dai thwon thwot. “Tuy nhién
Rika lai khong th€ ty minh chi ra sy that, vi diéu d6 d6ng nghia voi viée



dung cham t&i bi mit cia vu 4n nam 1932, chéng khac nao tw siét c¢0.”

“Pdt minh vao vi tri Rika thi qua la ti€n thodi lwong nan.”

Bac si Honda 1am bam, vwa dit 1ovi thi te mot géc phong vong ra ti€ng
nic nghen dir doi. Sakie dang 4p khin tay 1én mét, xem chirng hinh dung
t&i vién cdnh odi oim ma me con ba s& phai d61 mit né€u nhw hon sy vdi
Kanao sudn sé, lai cang thwong cam cho s6 phan ba't hanh ctia con minh.

“Véng, nén tuy dong cor ctia Rika von xué't phat twe tdm ly giéng con
meo duc kia, nhwng yé€u t6° d6 ddu vao ltra 1a hai loi dé nghi dung vo ga
ch'éong ma ba nhan dworc, cling nhw sy ndi ti€ng tdt do cta Yukari.”

“Str ndi ti€ng ctia Chieko w?” Mit Harue hap hdy v&i vé so hii.

“Vang, chuyén la h'6i tré Rika tirng choi nhac & rap hat, nén chj &y rat
ngwong mo viée trd nén noi ti€ng véi twe cach nghé si. Ngwoi chdong qua ¢6
coi nhw cling hoat dong nghé thuét con gi. Nhung trong khi con cia nhan
tinh ch'6ng thtra hwedng dwoe dong mau &y, thi con chi &y dat rudt dé ra lai
the”... b6 cling 1a mot nguyén nhan khi€n Rika s61 méau.”

“A vdy sao vdy sao?” Nguoi dot nhién thdt 1én bing giong khic hin
binh thwong khién ta't cd déu ngac nhién &'y, 1a Kusakabe.

“Vang. Khong nhtrng th€’, sy ton tai cia me con Harue con la nguyén
nhian day Rika t&i canh phai ra tay sat hai ngwoi chdng minh ting yéu
thwong ntra chir...”

“Um, t6i hi€u r6i, cau Kindaichi.” Thanh tra Tachibana chinh lai thé&
ngoi. “Pong cor cua Rika da rd. Gio mong ciu cho ching t6i bi€t thém vé
qué trinh gy an cua hung thu c6 deoc khdong?”

“A, chuyén d6 ct d&€ moi ngudi ciing thio luan xem xét thanh tra a.
Nhurng toi van xin phép mé d4u ciu chuyén th& ndy...” Kindaichi 1am mot
hop bia cho ngot giong. “T6i khong rdo Rika ha quyét tim tw khi nao, nhwng
Yukari vira xdy mdt biét thy hoanh trang & lang, con hai nha Nire va Yura
lai dong loat ngd y ban chuyén hon phdi... Cing mét lic phai d&i mat voi
nhi€u hién thyc nhw vay, c6 1€ da khi€n Rika di d€n quy€t dinh chang?”

“Piing, ding 1a moi chuyén déu ap dén cung lic nhi.” Kahei hap hay
mét. Duwong nhue 6ng dang dit minh vao dja vi ctia Rika d€ cdm nhan rd
hon nhirng ndi niém ma ba phai chju dyng.

“Vang, trong khi 4y thi Rika vin ludn nha't myc @€ phong 6ng chd nha
quan cai, ngwdi nim gitr trong tay van ménh cia minh. Theo danh gid cia



ong Honda va 6ng Kahei day thi c6 1€ Hoan khong phéi hang nguwoi ti tién
dén vay, nhung k& cd thé thi Rika ciing khé long khong lo 1ing gi dworc.
Vay nén chi &y ludn canh giac va theo doi sat sao moi dong thai ctia Hoan.
Hén nhién Rika da biét dén tap chi Dién tich ddn gian va bai vi€t ‘Doi
dong suy nghi vé khic ca ti cau lang Pau Quy’. C6 1€ Rika da rat xic
dong khi thd’y ba cd gai trong 1ol bai hat hoan toan truing khép véi nhirng
ngwoi con gai ma chdng minh d€ lai trong bung ba ngwoi phu niv khac. K&
hoach giy 4n T4n nay nhiéu khd ning bit dau hinh thanh trong tiém thic
Rika ngay tw khi d6.”

“Chu néi ¢6 1y,” chi huy Isokawa théd dai. “Khong chi thé’, ma ca k&
hoach xi¢ 1y Hoan triedre tién roi gidu xdc di d€ d6 moi tdi 10i 1én dAu ong
a'y cling da ndy mam ngay khi dé chang?”

“Pring vdy. Em 12 ngwoi d4u tién viedng biy Rika & di€m nay. Nhung
phai ndi thye t& Rika hi€u ra't ré con ngwoi Hoan daYy.”

“Y chd 1a?”

“A, ban niy 6ng Honda va 6ng Kahei déu dong loat phii dinh kha ning
Hoan de doa tong tién Rika. Thé nhwng khi nhén ra vu 4n [an nay ti€n hanh
theo ndi dung khuc ca tu cau, chzamg phai hau hét moi ngudi déu cho ring
Hoan 13 hung tht sao. Nghia 13 trong mit ngwdi lang thi Hoan tuy khong
phai mot ké ti tién t&i mire di tdng tién nguwoi khac, nhung lai ¢6 kha nang
gdy ra nhirng chuyén qudi g& nhw giét ngwoi theo 1o bai hat. Pa’y chinh la
diéu ma Rika nhim dén. Tuy nhién...” Kindaichi khyng lai nhw vira nhé ra
diéu gi. “Ctr dién gidi triru trong thé nay thi chéng di dén dau, hay de toi
ndi cu th€ hon vé cac thao tac cua Rika nhé.”

“Véang, moi cu...”

Puwong nhién diy la nguyén vong chung cla tdt cd moi nguoi chw
khong riéng gi thanh tra Tachibana.

“La thé ndy... Trwdc tién, ¢an nhic t&i viéc Hoan don nha t&i bo dam
Thwce Nhéan tw thaing Nam nam ngodi. Theo t6i thi diy la do Rika xdi bay
nham dé dang theo d&i gidm st 6ng &y hon. Nho d6 ma vio tAm he nim
ngoai Rika da vo tinh hoan thién dwoc mot vai khau chuan bi cho vu sat
nhin nadm nay...”

“Cau néi vay 1a...?” Ong gia Honda v6 thitc mé to méit cho doi.

“A, chfmg la vao cudi h¢ nam ngodi, ba Rin cé giri cho Hoan mot 14 thw



dé nghi ciing vé chung séng. L4 thw t&i noi gitta khi Hoan di ving con
Rika lai tinh co’ ¢c6 mat nén da 18y thw di. C6 1€ ba’y gior Rika chwa nghi t&i
viéc st dung d&n né trong twong lai, nhung diu sao thi Rin ciing 13 vo
Hoan vao thdi diém vu 1932. T géc nhin ctia Rika thi di nhién 1a ching
mudn d€ mot ngwoi nhw vay veé lai bén Hoan. Vi da gid'u 14 thw nay di r'oi,
nén mia xuin ndm nay, khi tin b4o t& cta Rin gt t&i chd Hoan, Rika danh
phai danh cép '4n nira.”

“Nghia la Rika lo rang Hoan t&i du 1€ tang thi s& phat hién dwoc 14 ¢6
ké da 187y 14 thu trede d6, nhu thé thi sé ra't phién?”

“bung roi1.”

“Sau day Rika lai 16i 14 thw da cat gitr tor nam ngodi ra bao lai nhv moi
va tinh bo’ quéng qua nha tranh ctia Hoan, khi€n 6ng &y twdng la thw Rin
moi gui.”

“Ping d4’y, anh Tachibana a. Thwong thi khi nhan dwoce thwe, c6 maYy ai
de€’y ma di xem xét ki lwong ngay thang trén da'u buu dién dau.” H6i twong
lai canh Hoan v6 tw mung r&’, Kindaichi nghe 1ong ¢6n cao nhw ¢6 Itra dot.

“Thé€ con 14 thw h'oi Am ma ciu chap but thay 6ng aYy thi sao?”

“V@€ chuyén d6 thi tdi ban khoan th& nay... T61 hom &y quay lai Nwdc
néng Kame, t6i c6 k& véi Miki 1a Rin sdp vé lang, va rang t6i m&i thay
Hoan viét thr h'di 4m xong... Chic Rika dd nghe Miki néi lai r'éi tirc t&c
qua bén nha tranh, tim cach doat 18y 14 thw tw tay Hoan.”

“Ki&u nhu chdu sip vao trung tam lang, c¢6 gi d€ chdu bd thu vao thiing
hd cho. Khong thi€u gi 1y do nhi!”

“Nhuwng ma ciu a,” bac sT Honda xen ngang. “Tai sao Rika lai phai 16i
Rin vao chuyén nay? D€ tang thém mot nhan vat dang ngo hay sao?”

“Vang, dong thoi d€ gieo vao 1ong ngwdi mdi nghi ngd rang Hoan mot
minh dién hai vai nira.”

“Phai r'6i. Rika da qua tha'm thia cdng dung cua trdo mdt ngwoi hai vai
trong vu 4n hai mwoi ba nam tredc roi ma.”

Ong gia Honda git gii ddy bdi hdi, trong khi 6ng chi Kahei lai nhich
toi trwdee.

“Mot 1y do ntra 1a ¢6 th€ Rika mu6n thach thiee cdu Kindaichi chang?
Ngay t6i con bi€t t&i danh ti€ng clia ciu, nén mot ngwoi véoi qua khir nhw
vy thi hdn da nfm r3 lai lich c4u ngay tir d4u roi.”



“Um, chii Kahei néi c6 1y, bang chirng 13 khi Rika gia dang 1am Rin vé
lang vao chiéu mung 10, cdu 12 ngudi d4u tién cd Ay bit chuyén.”

“Mung 10 12 ngdy c6 ddm gid nha Yura. Ba chi Nwdc nong Kame qua
da’y gidp, nén chic da di vong qua déo Sennin d& d6n 16ng ciu Kindaichi.”

Phan tich ctia Kahei khi€n khong chi Kindaichi ma tat cd moi nguwoi
déu dong loat 16 vé kinh hai. D1 nhién Ia sy tinh ldng lai mot [an ntra bao
trim gian phong, cho d&n khi thanh tra Tachibana nhw syc nho ra va dit
ciu hdi v& mwoi muc nghi van Kindaichi tirng vach ro.

“Cau Kindaichi, & muc 8 trong s mudi muc nay, ciu thic méc ch?ing
1€ Hoan ng'6i d&i dién v&i Rin gid mao hon hai ti€ng 1ién ma khong nhin
ra, va n€u khong nhin ra thi tai sao... Vay r6t cudc la thé¢ nao?”

“Anh Tachibana ,” Kindaichi n& mot nu cudi d€ 10 ham ring tring
béc. “O muc 10 tdi ¢6 viet vé may con ki nhong son ti€u. Bam sinh vat
qudi g& nay chinh 12 ciu trd 1&i cho thic méic cta anh day.”

“Y cdu 1a?”

“A, céi nay thi phai nghe vo' gba cia anh Yoshida Junkichi k& tdi m&i
biét. Pai khai 1a md’y nam gén day, ct sang h¢ 1a thi Iwyc Hoan sut giam ro
rét vao budi tdi, néi cach khéc 12 6ng 4y méic chitng quing ga.”

“A!” Ai ndy ngo ngang thot 1én. Ciing phai thdi, mot tay lang t& dn
choi boc gioi ca doi ma khi x& bong chiéu ta lai lam vao canh quang ga thi
qua la ngdt ngat.

“Anh Tachibana a! Chéc anh hiéu 13 khong th€ trong cho gi nhiéu vao
Hoan r'6i chit. Théa man véi khoan bd™ thi nho nhd cia Rika, khong dam
doi hoi gi thém, sang he thi gti thw t¢i chd ba géa Yoshida kéu than khd sé
vi chirng quang ga. Thé& nhuwng tinh von si dién nén voi dan lang thi Hoan
cd sOng cd chét gidu gi€m cho bang dworc.”

“Thanh ra chi minh Rika bi€t chuyén do!”

Tiéng thét di dan cda thanh tra vang 1én, khién moi ngwdi nhin nhau
hoang hot. Isokawa thé dai.

“Anh hi€u r'6i, Kindaichi a. Hoan muén ham néng tinh xwa v&i Rin nén
dinh ding dam ki nhong son tiéu d€ tang cwong sinh Iyec...”

Khong ai cudi nhao nd lyc thwong tim Ay cta Hoan cd. Ho chi chim
vao im ldng vi kinh hoang, khi hinh dung ra canh twong thé tham dién ra
trong ngoi nha tranh héo lanh bén dam Thwc Nhan gitra 6ng quing ga va ba



gl do Rika cai trang dwdi con dong dir ddi hom &'y thdi. Nhwng nghi lai thi,
day chinh la kh&i dau cua vu giét nguoi hang loat theo khiic ca ti cau.

“Cau Kindaichi nay, liéu Rika x& 1y thé nao v&i cdi xac nhi?”

“A, dan ba chan y&u tay mém chéc khé ma dem cdi xdc di ddu xa dworc,
nén ban dau t61 cho 1a Rika da quang Hoan xudng dam Thwc Nhan. Tuy
nhién & viing ndy c6 loai xe riia tién lori 18m, nén khong loai trir kha niing
chi 8y da dem cai xac di xa hon chiing ta tedng. Tot nha't 1a anh nén cho
ngwoi luc lao thém nhirng noi khac ngoai ddm Thwce Nhan xem. Cac vi &
day déu thong thao dwong di 161 lai trong viing nén chic sé gitp strc duorc
nhiéu hon t6i daYy.”

“U, th& 14t nira ching ta ban ki hon vE€ viéc tim ki€m nhé, thanh tra
Tachibana. Ma, nghe cau Kindaichi néi thi t6i cling nhan ra vai di€m kha
nghi. That khéng ngo’ 1a 6ng chi nha quan cai lai bi quang ga day.” Kahei
hap hdy mét nhur dang h'di twdng, roi syc nhé, dng lai hdi. “Vu dng chi
nha quan cai da vay, con Yasuko thi sao? Tai sao cd bé lai d€ Rika du ra
ngoai dé dang dé&n th&?”

“A, phai. Anh Tachibana c6 mang theo 14 thw du Yasuko t&i hién treong
khong?”

“T61 ¢6 cam theo day.”

“Cam phién anh dwa moi ngwoi xem voi.”

Thanh tra Tachibana 14y ra mot 14 thw viét bang nét chit run run trén
nén gidy B4. Tién th& nhic lai, ndi dung ctia né la nhw sau.

Né&u mudn tim hi€u vEé cdi chét cia cha minh, hay t&i sau am Sakura lic 9 gior
t01 nay. Chdu s€ dworc biét mét bi mat dong troi.

Gui Yasuko,

Hoan

“L’an dau thay 14 thw nay, toi ct ngd’ ngudi cha dwoc nhic t&i & day 1a
Utaro. Nhung vé sau nghe 6ng Honda k&€ m&i biét cai chét ctia Utaro chflng
c6 gi bi mat ca, dén tdi ti€p theo lai dwoc 6ng Kahei ti€t 10 Yasuko c6 thé
la giot mau ctia Onda, t6i m&i swc nghi ngwoi cha ¢ day la chi Onda chir
khong phai Utaro. Tt d6 t6i suy dodn rang ban than 14 thw con phian trudc
nita, nén ban ndy m&i nhd diéu tra vién Yamamoto mang tin nhin cho
Toshiro, ngwdi phét hién ra thw nay, bdo ring néu 14 thu con doan trudc thi
mong cdu 2y hay noi1 that cho ching ta biet.”



“A, vy ra thir Yamamoto dem v@é ban ndy la h'6i am cta Toshiro w?”
“Vang. Ta't nhién la Toshiro xé bd ban gd'c ma't r'éi, nhrng may ma céu
Ay van nh¢é nodi dung clia nd nén da viét ra ddy. Moi anh Tachibana doc thi
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Xxem.

Thanh tra Tachibana ddo mit qua 14 thw, hing giong va doc to 1én,
“Than gti... C6 1€ ban than chau da oo mo nhan ra minh khong phai 1a con
gdi rudt ctia Utaro. Cha dé cua chau 1a Onda, mat tich tee ndm 1932 t&i gior.
Me chéu ngoai tinh v&i ga ta va sinh ra chdu. Onda tuy vin dwgc cho la
mA't tich nhwng thit ra da qua d&i...” Thanh tra Tachibana ding lai. “A, sau
day la d&€n doan ‘N&u mudn bi€t sy that...” roi nhi. Toshiro qua nhié€n da
gidu di phan ndi dung gay ton hai d€n thanh danh gia dinh.”

“Né&u vay thi, bic Honda a,” Isokawa gt gui cdi ¢ ngén nglin. “Xét viéc
Yasuko bi du dé dang nhw vay, xem chirng cd nha Yura déu biét cd bé
khong phai la giot mdu cua Utaro roi...”

“A...” Ong gia Honda 16 v& u udt. “Du sao ciing 12 bi mat ctia nha
ngwoi ta nén cho dén gio tdi chwa tirng ndi ta, nhung Utaro gan nhw 1a vi
chuyén d6 ma udt wc t&i chét da’y. Sinh thoi ¢6 Tan Utaro cling k€, tuy
nhién t6i lai ban tin ban nghi. Sau nay Atsuko con t&i lui voi chi Kahei mot
thoi gian. Chu Kahei ¢6 k€ cho cdu Kindaichi va chi huy nghe chwa?”

“Hom trwde k& roi, cdi chuyén ddng hd then. Nhic mdi nhé, ¢6 Tan
Atsuko 16" miéng néi 16 ra la anh Utaro hoi dudi vu giwvong chi€u...” Kahei
cau may.

“Vay thi but tich trén 14 thw chic 13 cia Rika roi.”

“A, vu biit tich thi bac Honda 13 ngudi dodn ra dau tién day a.”

“Ha, toi uw?”

“Vang, khi t6i héi 1a liéu Hoan c6 the viét thw bang tay phai khong, bac
ting tra 10 12 tha viét bang tay trdi con nhanh hon &y. Thu nay c6 1& 1a do
Rika viét bang tay trdi roi. Moi ngudi ctt thir viét gi bang tay khong thuin
xem, chtr déu run run ca thoi.”

“A, ra vay.” Moi ngudi dong loat nhin lai nét chi¥ run run &Y.

“Pa rd 1y do cua Yasuko, con Fumiko nha t6i thi sao? Rika da 13y c& gi
de€ du con bé ra ngoai?”

“Nhi€u kha ning la sau ddm vi€éng Yasuko, Rika da 18y Kanao ra lam ly
do d¢€ hen gdp riéng Fumiko. C6 the 1a mudn ban chuyén cudi xin cho hai



dira, hay Kanao dang doi chdu & bén xwdng chang han.”

“A, toi hiéu roi. Tuy khéng ndi ra miéng nhung con bé vin dem long
thwong mén Kanao ma. Ciing vi thdy né tdi qua, tdi m&i dinh nhét con bé
cho nha bén dd’y du biét da cé nguoi téi tredre roi. Vay la ca chiéc can va
nhanh bdng gao la do Rika bao con bé mang theo thdi nhi?”

“Cé 18 th&. Chic Fumiko thdy la, nhung lai nghi phai c¢6 1y do ndo thi
Rika m&i dwa ra yéu cau ki quac.”

“Con bong den trén twong nha Yura t61 hom &'y thi sao..?”

“Ha ha ha, m6t vo kich do Rika dwng 1€n thdi. Chi can mot chiéc dén
pin va hinh ndm gidy 1a qua da d€ danh lira mot ¢d nhéc y&u bong via roi.”

“Ra th&.” Can c& ngén clia Isokawa lai git gii. “Vay 1a chi con Satoko,
nan nhan cudi cung...”

“A, nhan th€ toi ¢6 chuy&n mud6n héi ¢6 Yukari...”

Kindaichi vira quay vé hwong Yukari, c6 da lén ti€ng.

“Tién sinh!” Anh mét c6 ngdp tran so' sét, tay thi van vo chiéc khin mii
soa nhr mudn xé€ rach no ra. “Phai chang Satoko da chét thay cho t6i?”

“Chieko!” Harue giat minh quay sang con gai. “Co chuyén gi khi€n con
nghi vay sao?”

“Vang.”

Yukari chgt 0a khéc nhw nwde tran bor dé, khién ta't cd moi nguoi phai
giat minh nhin nhau. P¢i cho nhirng ti€ng ndc nghen cda cd6 ngudi bot,
Kindaichi m&i ngap ngng 1én ti€ng.

“Phién c6 Yukari k€ cho ching t6i nghe dworec khong? Xem chung ¢6 ¢6
bi€t chuyén gi a?”

“Vang, xin moi nguoi thir 16i.” Yukari lau nwdc mét roi tiép tuc.
“Chuyén xay ra trong 1€ viéng Fumiko a. Tdi va Satoko c6 cling nhau roi
khoi chd ng'di mot lic nhwng van d€ tii xdch lai. Khi quay vé chd, tdi vo
tinh mé tdi ra thi thA'y mot mat gid’y nhin thit nit bén trong. T6i 14y 1am la
bén gio cho Satoko xem, ban &y vdi bdo gidy nay la g&i cho minh chw
khong phai cho ban, tai tdi xdch giéng nhau nén nguoi ta bd nham...
Satoko khéng mé thw doc ngay ma cr thé ca't vao tdi. Pung 1a hai chiét tdi
giong hét nhau, vi dd’y l1a qua t6i dem tw Tokyo vé tang Satoko, ma ban
than t6i khong nghi ¢6 ai lai di gii thw cho minh 1am gi nén dé dang tin loi



Sato...”

“Hin 1a trong thw &y c6 viét gi d6 d€ du cb t&i nga tw Coi Luan HGi
nhi.”

“Vang.” Yukari ddi 4nh méit ré'm 1& vé phia 14 thw giri Yasuko. “Manh
gid’y cling bang tAm nay, t6i lodng thodng tha’y chi viét bang biit 16ng. To6i
da m& nd ra nira ching r'6i, vay ma...”

“Yukari a, n€u trong thw ghi 1a s€ cho c6 bi€t thém vé Onda cha minh
thi ¢6 nghi thé nao?”

“Trong tredng hop Ay, tdi budc phai di thdi, dit c6 ngd’ rang day 1a mot
céi biy di ntra...”

“Vi mu6n bi€t thém veé cha minh v?”

“Vang, tir nho t6i da van ludn mudn biét thém vé cha, du chi 1a tin bdo
te cling dwore.”

Ti€ng na’c nghen ngao cta Yukari lai mot [an ntra vang 1én. Ta't ca lang
im nghe ¢6 khéc, cudi ciing 6ng gia Honda bui ngi 1én tiéng, “Au ciing 12
ndi 1dong con gdi. Yasuko bi du dd ¢4 1€ ciing vi suy nghi nay.”

Moi nguoi déu ling 18 gat gu. Yukari c& nudt nwde mét tiep tuc, “Nghe
moi ngwoi phan tich thi dwong nhw Satoko da sém nhén ra ké sat nhan
dang so kia chinh 1la me¢ minh. Trwdc hién thwe vira dang so vira dang buon
nay, ban 2y da quyét tam ddi dién v&i cdi chét... thay t6i di d&€n nga tw Coi
Luén H6i. Satoko van ludon nhw th&".”

“Van lu6n nhw the?”

“Vang, Satoko tdt bung ttr xura, Iiic ndo ciing sdn long hi sinh vi nguwoi
khéc. Sau chién tranh, t6i chuyén vé treong ti€u hoc & diy, c6 mdi Satoko
la luén cam thdng chia sé voi téi. HOi d6 hai chiing téi thwong xuyén &
canh an i dong vién nhau.”

Yukari lai 0a khéc. Khong ai ngédn ¢ ca. Ai ting trdi déu hi€u nhirng
ldc thé nay cir d€ ngwoi ta khéc thoai mai thi hon. Poi dé€n khi nhirng ti€ng
na’c nghen ctia Yukari ngudi bot, thanh tra Tachibana méi 1én ti€ng.

“To6i hi€u roi, vay ra day la 1y do Rika phai 16t tran Satoko w, ciu
Kindaichi?”

“Cau nodi vay la sao?”

“A, to6i hom d6 Satoko mac tang phuc, con cd Yukari lai mdc dam da



hdi 6ng Honda a. N&éu Satoko da dinh th& than Yukari thi can phai bd do
tang ma thay sang d6 Tay, nén bi mat 1én vé Nwdc néng Kame mot Tén,
thay @6 r'oi ma&i toi nga twe Coi Luan H6i. Khi bi€t ngwoi minh vra sét hai
la Satoko, Rika hin rat chodng véng. D& dé phong kha ning c6 ai dodn
dworc 1a Satoko di 1iéu minh thé than cho Yukari, Rika bit budc phai 16t bd
trang phuc cua con géi. Khong bi€t cau Kindaichi nghi sao?”

“Vang, toi tan thanh gia thuyét 8y.”

“Thé& bd tang phuc ctia Satoko gio> dau r6i?”

“C6 1& n6 vin nim dudi ddy th quan 4o & Nude néng Kame thoi. Han
Rika cling mudn mang tang phuc t&i méc lai cho Satoko, nhwng lai khong
dua thoi gian nén danh tw bd.”

“Cau Kindaichi, cam on c4u rat nhi€u.” Thanh tra Tachibana chong hai
tay xudng nén nha va thflng thén cdi dAu cdm ta Kindaichi.

MOot sy tinh 1ang ddy y nghia bao pht can phong. Ai ndy ldng im theo
dudi suy tw riéng. Van con nhitng nghi van chwa dwoc gidi ddp, hay nhirng
thic méic chwa kip néu ra, nhung duong nhw tat cd déu ngai ngan khong
ddm pha v& sy tinh 1dng d6. Tuy nhién trong 10ng mdi ngwdi déu it nhiéu
4m ap hon nho hanh déng hi sinh than minh vwra dwoec ti€t 16 cta Satoko
dang thwong.

Cudi cung, ngwoi 1én ti€ng lai 1a thanh tra Tachibana, “Céau Kindaichi.”

“Vang.”

“Con diéu sau rot toi mudn hdi ciu...”

“Vang, di€u gi the"a?”

“Cau nhan ra Onda va Genjiro 1a cing mét ngwoi tie khi nao?”

CAu hoi rat hay. TAt ca... k€ cd Yukari ndy gio’ van dang nirc né ciing
nhac khin mui soa khdi mit d€ quay ra nhin.

Kindaichi im 1ang mat vai gidy roi méi cat ti€ng, “La thé& nay. Trong
qud trinh nghe chuyén moi ngudi k&, bit dau tir chi huy day, tAm trf t6i dan
dan hinh thanh &n twong vé nguoi dan 6ng tén Onda Ikuzo: Peo kinh gong
vang, d¢€ ria, khéo miéng, cudi cing hoda ra la quan lwa ddo nhung dwong
nhw khong xau xa t&i mirc 1én k& hoach Iwra ddo tr dau, tuy nhién vé khoan
quan hé trai g4i thi lai ching c6 chiit chirng muc nao... Sau khi t&i lang, i
dwoc bi€t nan nhan Genjiro khong chi 1am nghé thuy€t minh, ma con twng
ling danh khip mot phrong, xong lai tha'y vé dep trai ctia cAu Kanao va



nhan sic cfia Satoko... Moi ngwdi khong nghi 1a bd dong vét bot di,
Satoko s€ ra't xinh dep sao?”

“Anh n6i phai. Th& nén ¢6 bé m&i cang dang thwong gap bdi.” Vo bac
si Honda nhiét liét tan thanh, khéng r6 ¢6 dén gép mit ty bao gio.

“Vang, cho nén t6i nghi nguoi cha cia cdp anh em nay phai dién trai
1&m, r'oi khong biét ttr Iic ndo ma hinh twong Onda va thuy&t minh phim
Aoyagi Shiro trong dau t6i ctr xich lai gan nhau. T6i nghe d6n gidi nghé si
thuy&ét minh ngay xwa khong it ngwoi ¢6 tinh lang nhang, lai thém Rika
ting than thé nhw the khd va't va vé chuyén Ay nira. Piéu nay thi chic chi
huy nhén ra r'6i phai khong?”

“Hwm, tdt nhién r'6i.” Isokawa ngwong ngung rut co.

“Tuy da thd’y hai hinh twong xich lai gan nhau, nhwng tiém thirc t6i van
Xud't hién mot sitc can dit doi tir chdi dong nha't ching. Stc can &y bét
ngudn tr viéc ngwoi lang khong nhan ra Genjiro. Nhung sirc can ay da
dwoc hoa gidi vao dém 15, khi nghe 6ng Kahei k€ 1a trwd'c ngay phat sinh
an mang, khong mot ai bi€t Genjiro ting la thuyét minh phim noéi ti€ng &
Kobe. Chwa hét, toi khi biét dwgrc dic di€ém co the€ Onda qua 101 k€ cia chi
Harue, nghe rdt gid'ng nan nhan vu 1932, nén t6i m&i ndy sinh y dinh lam
mot chuyén toi Kobe.”

“Vay la muc dich ctia cdu khi t&i Kobe 1a d€ tim anh chup Aoyagi Shiro
chir khong phai 1a quyén tap chi Pién tich dan gian kia?”

“Vang, néu chi ¢an xac nhan n6i dung cua tap chi thi boc dién thoai hoi
nha Yoshida 14 dwoc ma... That may mén 13 con sét lai may tAm anh chup
Aoyagi Shiro.” Kindaichi cii dau, d€ sy tinh ling day y nghia quay tré lai
voi can phong.

Lan ndy, Isokawa 13 ngudi pha vo tinh ling. Ong d6t ngodt cwdi rd 1én,
néi bang giong nhu say ruou, “Bac Honda . Chiing ta that ngdc nghéch
qua. T dau dén cudi bac khfmg dinh thi th€ 1a Genjiro, con tdi thi ludn
ngd 12 Onda. Sao h'di &y bac khong néi v&i tdi mot tiéng, rang bac hi€u 1y
1€ cha t6i, nhung tuyét d6i khong thay doi 14p trweong clia minh, va hai
chiing ta hay thda hiép d6 vwra 1a Onda vwra 1a Genjiro cho xong?”

“Cau ctr n6i dia.” Ong gia Honda trimg mét. “Néu suy ludn dwoc the’
thi t6i doi nao con lam bac si quén & cdi chon ché an da ga an séi nay chir.”

“Ma da 1én Tokyo, m¢& van phong tham t& Honda ttr 1au r'6i, phai khong



a?’

Ong cha Kahei hia theo, khién ca phong ciing cudi vang. Ngay ca
Sakie va me con Harue cling thanh ra vira ceoi vira khoc.

Con muwa tirng ngdt mét Tan gior nang hat tré lai.

ba qua 12 gio tw ldc nao...



DhANKET
Nau duNg ¢ dau thol

Kindaichi khong chi lam rd 4n mang khic ca ti cau tai lang Pau Quy
gay chan ddng tinh Okayama ndi ri€ng va toan qudc ndi chung, ma con lam
sang td ca chan twéng vu dn nam 1932 ma ca doi nay t6i kho long quén
dwore. Phai néi day 1a mot chuyén dang mung d6i voi ban than t6i va nhiéu
ngwoi khac nira.

Vay nén dudi diy, t6i xin phép dworc lvu lai vai dong vé dién bién sau
do.

Nho' suy dodn ctia 6ng chi nha hang cin Nire Kahei, d€n trea 18 thang
Tam nam 1955, ching t6i phat hién thi thé ciia Hoan, tirc Tatara Kazuyoshi,
& dwdi 1op dat nghia dia lang.

Truedc d6, vao ngay 7 thang Tam, mot ba gia trong lang tén Murasaki
Kin qua doi, d&n 3 gior chiéu mung 9 thang Tam thi ctt hanh tang 1&. Ving
nay c¢6 phong tuc tho tang, nén ba Kin cling dwoc yén nghi & phan md cia
céac the”hé nha minh tai mot géc nghia dia.

Nhw thwong 1€, Rika cia Nwdc nong Kame 1a ngwoi dau tién toi gidp
tang gia b6i rdi, con cung ngwoi nha Murasaki dwa ba Kin ra dong. Thé
nén Rika biét ring nén da't & dd'y méi dwoc dao 1én, con twong d6i mém,
¢6 bj dao x&i Mn nira thi ciing ching ai nhan ra ma nghi ngd. Mo ba Kin lai
nim gan dam Thyc Nhan, chi cdch nha tranh ctia Hoan chirng mdt trim
mét.

No6i tom lai thi, ding nhw Kindaichi chi ra, Rika da dung xe rua d€ dwa
xac Hoan t&i chdn & nghia dia.

Ngay 15, ngwoi nha Murasaki t&i viéng md ba Kin nhan 1€ Obon da
nhén thay nén da't khu m¢ hinh nhw bi giay xéo doi chit, nhuwng ho khong
béan khoan 14u, vi twdng la do anh hwdng cua con déng 1on va may vu sat



1& quanh d6 vao t6i mung 10. Tuy nhién nén dat & khu md ay khdong cé
d&u hiéu bi dao x&i trong trang thai sing nwdc, nén theo Kindaichi thi viéc
mai tdng Hoan da dwore hoan ta't trwedc khi con dong ap toi, tiee 1a twe tAm 9
gio. Biéu nay dong nghia v&i viec con dong da tré thanh tror thii dic luc
cho hung thi, vira gitip 14 bang chd da't m&i bi dao x&i thém T4n nira, vira
x6a nhoa vét tich ctia chi€c xe rua. Van d€ con lai la cay nén dot d& trong
ngdi nha tranh. C6 1€ ddy 1a manh khée Rika diung d€ danh lac hwdng, nguy
tao rang khi con dong 4p t&i thi Hoan van con sdng.

Xac Hoan dwoc phat hién trong trang thai tran trudong, ¢ tw thé nhw 6m
nhau v&i ba Kin trong ¢d quan tai von chi danh cho riéng ba. Hoan von nho
thd, nhung ¢b quan tai van kha chit choi cho ca hai, nén khi dao 16p dat
bén trén thi tha'y nip quan da hoi bat ra. N&u ctr d€ th& cho hai céi xdc phan
hiy theo ndm thang thi c6 1€ mot ngay kia hai ¢6t hai ngwoi s€ dm nhau
mot cach thodi mdi vira vin hon trong quan tai. Tinh ra Hoan da 187y t&i tdm
doi v, bi€t dau xudng sudi vang dng lai ti€p tuc két hon voi Murasaki Kin
ciing nén. Ngudi nha Murasaki ma nghe cau nay chic s& tirc gidn 1im.

Thi th€ Hoan nhin chung van twong ddi nguyén ven. Tuy nhién c¢6 mot
diém khi€n ching t6i ba't gidc phai quay mat di. Trén can co thon dai cua
Hoan con sét lai vét thing vo cung ro nét. Hoan ma't mang vi bi siét 0,
chr khong phai vi bi dau doc. Tuy nhién theo két qua kham nghiém sau nay
thi Hoan cling da hap thu mot lwgng 1on chid't Alkaloid kich ddc tén
Lobeline, nén du cé khong bi siét ¢O thi 6ng cling sé qua doi vi ngd doc
thoi.

Xem ra khi thd'y Hoan bét dau bi doc t& hanh ha, Rika ngai ddy dwa nén
da bAm bung ma siét cd 6ng. Qua 1a cdi k&t qua ddi thé tham cho mot doi
phong lvu ty do tu tai.

Cung ngay, nhom cuta thanh tra Tachibana da tim tha’y by tang phuc cta
Satoko du¢i ddy mot chi€c reong chira d6 & Nwdc nong Kame. B6 ding 1a
bd d6 Satoko da mdc hom bi st hai, trong né kha sach s€, khong vweong
mot giot mau hay bun Iay nao nén cé vé ding la Satoko da quay vé nha mét
Tan d€ thay sang d6 Tay r'oi ma&i ti€p tuc ra ngoai. Theo loi ¢6 gidp viéc
Miki thi Satoko c6 mot bo vdy lién gidng ki€u dam da hoi, nhwng khong
tha’y n6 dau ca.

Khong riéng gi bd vdy lién néu trén, ma ca bd kimono Hoan mac ciling
ma't tam. Co 1€ Rika da dot sach roi.



Khoi phdi néi, ngeoi ton thwong nha't trong vu an Tan nay l1a Kanao.
V&n 1a mot thanh nién dep trai td't tinh dwoe ca lang yéu mén, gio’ lai c6 ba
me sat nhan da doat mang tong cong nam ngwoi du ca gia tré gai trai, nén 1€
tA't nhién 12 c4u tw din vit va cadm thay khong biét di dau vé dau nira.

Vao thoi di€m t6i viét ra may dong nay thi Kanao chwa quyét dinh r6
rang con dwong tred’c mat, nhwng nghe bao Kusakabe da dé nghi dworce diu
dit cau 1am ca s sau khi phdt hién c4u c6 giong ca ngot ngao.

Chiéu 24 thang Tam, do Kindaichi sip x&p, Kanao va Yukari di c6 budi
gap mat dau tién v&i tw cach anh em cliing cha khac me. C6 1€ sudt dovi nay
toi cling khong quén dwgrc nhirng 1o Yukari néi khi 2.

“Anh hai, xin cho em goi anh la anh hai. C6 1€ anh khong bi€t, nhung tw
khi hi€u chuyén, em da luon phai so'ng trong tai hG vi l1a con géi cta ké lwa
ddo, ké sat nhan. Pa bao Tan em mudn chét quach di cho xong. Nhung em
khong 1am thé&, ma cin ring chiu dyng sw tan nhin clia th& gian. Anh hai,
con gai nhu em con veot qua dugece, thi anh nam nhi trai trang cling s€ cheo
chong dwore thoi. Xin anh hady manh mé€ 1€n, manh mé 1én ma sdng.”

Duwong nhw chinh vi nhirng 101 nay, Kanao da ha quyét tim nhwong lai
Nuwdc néng Kame cho ho hang than thich d€ chuyén 1én Tokyo.

Sau khi gidi quy&t moi viéc d€ khép lai vu an td cau, tdi xin nghi phép
ti€p d€ bu lai thoi gian vira qua. Trong ba tuan twr cudi thang Tam t&i trung
tuAn thiang Chin, tdi di cung Kindaichi dao choi khip Kyoto, Osaka,
Yamato va Nara. Chung t6i chia tay nhau vao 20 thang Chin, tai nha ga
Kyoto.

Trude khi chia hai nga, téi ngd 1oi cdm on chan thanh nhit va nim tay
Kindaichi nhin nhd thém, “Kindaichi a, nhw chd thay thi anh gia roi,
nhung vin mong ¢ co’ hdi cdng tac ti€p vdi chi trong phan doi con lai.
Tuy nhién, né€u 12 miy vu d€ lai ndi niém sdu tham khon ngudi nhw T4n
nay, thi anh xin ki€u nhé.”

Kindaichi ling 1& nhin thing vao mét t6i, dot ngdt redn ngudi t&i truede,
khe ghé tai toi thi thao.

“Ldi qué 16i qua! Chi huy, anh van ludn dem 1dong yéu Rika ma nhi.”

T6i moi chi kip kéu “A” mot ti€ng, con ludng cudng chwa biét phan
trng thé& nao, Kindaichi da 1én tau di mat.

Ngay 21 thang Chin ndm 1955



Xin dwng but & day
Isokawa Tsunejiro



[11'1868-1869. (C4c chi thich trong sich nay déu la clia ngudi dich)

(2] Mot phan tinh Nagano ngay nay. Céc lanh chia thdi Edo thwong
dwoc phong cdac chirc quan thdi thd, trdn thd... tai cac dia phwong khac
voi khu vire ban thén cai tri trong thuc t€,

131 Gian phong danh cho cic ldnh chia tir ngii pham tré xudng khi dén
chau tai thanh Edo.

(4 Don vi do lwdng. 1 thach gao twong dwong 140-150 kg.
[51'1781-1789.

[6]'1789-1801.

[7] Cung dan bdo odn, IPM phat hanh 2020.

81 Bdo Nguc Mon, IPM phat hanh 2018.

(9T Mbt chirc danh c6 vai tro gidp lanh chida quan 1y chinh sy & don vi
lang xém. Twong tw 1y tredng.

(101 Trori. Mot loai bép kiém 10 swdi truyén thdng & nong thon Nhat
Ban, hinh vuéng, thwong dwgrc khoét chim dwdi san va chi mé ra st dung
vao mua lanh.

[111'vi b&p 10 hoat dong nén cdi dau bi chdy hdng roi.

[121 Mot t6 hop luat 1& gidi phap nham dwa Hoa Ky thodt khoi dai suy
thodi kinh t€ 1929-1933.

[13] Chi Kyoto, Osaka va khu vuc 1an can.

[141 6 nim ti€u hoc, 3 nim trung hoc co s& (cap hai), 3 nidm trung hoc
phd théng (cdp ba). Tredc d6, ché& d6 gido duc dwdi dai hoc cia Nhat dp
dung hé 6-5 (c6 mot giai doan trong chi€n tranh la 6-4).

(151 Obon 12 mot dip 1& twdng nhd t& tién & Nhat, cé ngudn gdc tir
ngay Rim thiang Bdy/Vu Lan. Khi chuyéh sang st dung lich dwong, phan



16n cdc dia phwong & Nhat cling chuyén thoi diém td chire 1€ Obon sang
15 thang Tém dwong lich.

[16] Thwong duwoc dung cho ngwdi 1am cdc nghé chuyén mon, tri
thire. ..

[17] Khéch ctia lang.

(18] Chi phong tuc gti qua cdm on ngudi da quan tAm gitdp d& minh
vao dip gitra ndm (thwong trong khodng thang Bay, thang Tam) clia ngwoi
Nhat.

[19T & Obon d4u tién ctia mot ngudi sau khi qua doi.
(201 An thit nguwoi.

211 C gigt quan.

[22] Cryptobranchoidea.

[23] Chang Liéu Xanh.

1241 Anatahan, phat hanh 6/1953.

(251 Mayudama. Nhitng vién bdt gao nhd nhudém mau dinh hay xién vao
canh ciy d€ trang tri dip nam mai.

[26] Daifukucho. V&n 1a s& ghi chép thu chi cfia cdc nha budn vao thoi
Edo, duoe dit hai ch Pai Phiic nhim ciu cho 1am in phat dat, sau tr&
thanh bié€u trrng cho may mén thanh dat.

[27] Otafuku-no-men. Mit na phu nit bau binh thwong xua't hién trong
kich Kyogen.
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