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Chuwong 1
NGi phién mudn ciia cb géi qua duimg

‘trong mot goc khuat cia phd” dém, c6 mot phu thiy dang md ti€m
bdi todn ctia minh. Trai tA'm furoshiki 1én nén dat trong roi lang 1€ ng'di do6
12 mot nir phu thily trong ra't dic biét véi mai téc mau tro va cip mat xanh
bi€c.

C06 bé mac 4o choang den, doi mot chi€c mu den chép nhon va cai mot
huy hi€u hinh ngdi sao chirng nhan cho than phan “ntx phu thiy” trén ngyc
do. Trong qua cau thdy tinh dwoc dit tredc mét ¢6, nhirng vi sao 14 lanh
trén troi cao chi€u roi ngudn 4nh sdng ruc ro, trai dai khip nhitng con phd
nhd. Co bé aYy la I khach, va cling 1a mot phu thuy.

“Thay boi! Toi, khong th€ dworc sao?”

“Ha?” N phu thiy mat nhan may nhé nhin Ién cd gai dang say bi ti
tred'c mat.

Vi mét vai nguyén nhan nén hién gio cd méi mé quiy béi todn nay.
Thanh thit ma noi, chi 1a cd dang thi€u ti€n nén m&i phai gia 1am thay béi
ki€m chut dinh thoi da'y.

“C0 nghe chuyén cua t6i dwoc chir?”

“Chi riéng phi phuc vu 12 mot dong tién vang, quy khach c6 dong y
khong a?”

Cai nguoi dang thad’y phién phirc, vi muén dudi khach di ma hét cdi gia
trén troii d6 1a ai vdy nhi? Cac ban khong nhdm dau, 1a téi d6. Dang tiéc 1a
¢ vé ¢O gai tredre mat toi ldc nay lai 1a nguwoi ra't ¢6 tién.

RO rang 1a mot thay boi, sao lai phai di ng6i nghe ngwoi khéac than than
trach phan thé nay chx? Du t6i rat muén y ki€n, nhwng vi da 16 nhan tién



ctia ngrroi ta roi nén danh ngoan ngoan ngdi nghe thoi.

Co6 Ay c6 vé nhu khong hiéu ro 14m ban than dang 1am gi nira, nhung
mot khi da nhén tién ctia khach hang thi dit ¢6 phién phirc thé nao toi cling
phéi nghe hét cau chuyén da.

“T6i... dang lam phuc vu & mdt nha hang ngay gan day...”

“Vang.”

“T6i khong chiu ndi nira, tdi mudn nghi viéc.”

“Vay thi c6 c nghi thoi.”

“C4c khdch hang gan diy qué ddng 18m, co biét khong? Chi 16 dinh it
s6t 1én 1a ho phan nan ngay, chi ¢An ¢6 mdt 16i nhod 1a ho gao “Am Ién trdch
méng nhr mudn giét ngwdi t&i noi roi, sudt ngiy chi biét phan nan roi lai
ché bai nay ng.”

“Ho khong néi gi ngoai phan nan, ché bai ngwoi khac ha?”

“Pung d6!— Hon thé nira, khi da bit dau say roi néi nhadm thi nhitng
lo'i ma binh thwong ho gidu nhem trong 1ong déu tudn ra hét. Két cudc thi
lai nhai giong ndi cai gi ma ‘Khach hang la thwong d&” gidng cdi cau &
nwde lang giéng nira.”

“Hm... hm...”

“C0 bao t61 phai 1am th& nao ha?”

“Hay c0 thtr cau nguyén, c6 1€ ho s€ im lang thi sao?”

“T6i dang n6i chuyén nghiém tic v&i cd d6? Hue...”

“Ne€u co6 da n6i vay thi...”

“Von di nha. T6i 12 mdt nhan vién cia nha hang, ma khéach hang thi
diéng trén cwong vi ngwoi tra tién cho ching t6i. Nhwng vay thi sao chir?
Qua that chiing t6i 1a nhirng ngwoi nhan dwore tién, nhung véi s6 tién nhan
dwoe d6, ching t6i mang t&i cho khach hang nhirng mén ho yéu cau co
ma.”

“bung ha.”

“Th€” nén, dia vi cia hai bén chinh la ngang hang! Né&u ho da thich
méng md nhw vy thi chiing tdi cling dau ¢An phai 1am @6 4n cho ho nira!”

“Khong, cdi d6 khong goi la ngang hang dau.”

“N6i gi thé? Thay boi, toi da tra cho cd nhirng mot dong tién vang, thé’
nén hay nghi€m tuc ti€p chuyén to1 di. To1 1a khach hang coo ma?”



“T6i nghi ¢6 nén rit lai nhirng 10i minh da néi ban nay thi hon.”

“U'... Khong chju ndi nira. T6i mudn nghi viéc.”

“Vay c6 hay xin nghi di.”

“Nhuwng nhw vy thi toi s€ khong c6 tién.”

“Viwra nay chealng phai ¢0 tra cho t6i tdn mot dong ti€n vang sao?”

“P¢ 1a ta't ca tai san cua t6i.”

“Vay t6i tra lai cho cd d6.”

“Thay boi, c6 that tdt bung... Ue... Héa ra trén doi ndy van con nhitng
ngudi tot bung nhw co... Héa ra the” gidi nay van chwa d&n ndi virt di 1dm
ha... Hirc hum.”

«

“Ne, thay boi. Gio’ t6i phai lam gi m&i dwoc?”

“PE€ xem... Vay toi sé cho ¢6 mot 1o khuyén.”

“.2Lag?”

“Hay thanh that v&i chinh ban than minh hon mét chat.”

“La sao?”

“Né&u nhw c6 bj trach méng, vy hdy dap lai ho. Hiy néi ra cdm nhan
cua chinh ban than, vay la dwoc r'6i.”

“Lam dwgrc nhw vay thi téi dd khong mét mdi thé nay.”

“Néu vay thi c6 hdy dung cdi nay.”

“Cai gi vay? Trong binh nay 1a?”

“Pay la nwdc phép. N6 s€ gilp co sdng that voi con ngwoi minh.”

“Tuyét qua! Cé loai nwdc nhw vdy nira sao?”

“Vang. Xin moi. Pay la qua tang kem. Hay udng né va ngay mai ti€p
tuc ¢ ging trong cong viéc nhé.”

“... Khong. Khong mu6n. T6i khong mudn lam viéc nwra.”

“Puore roi, dwore roi. Téi khdong néi nwra.”

Sau d6, c6 Ay c ti€p tuc gat ga git gu tredec quay hang cha téi ma lam
nhdm than phién, réi dot nhién la 1é€n “A, t6i can di v¢ sinh” va chay di dau
mat, roi lai quay tré lai.

Tu wng wc mot hoi hét binh nwde t6i dwa cho, c6 ay kéu 1én, “Tuyét
voi! Toi ¢6 cam giac con ngwei that ctia ban than tré lai roi!”
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That ra, trong binh d6 chi 1a nwdc binh thwong thoi. Néu c6 th€ giai
reou bot thi ding 1a con ngwoi thét chia ¢ Ay da trd lai r'oi, ding khong?

Vai ngay sau, & da't nwdc d6 truyén di cau chuyén vé phuc vu & mot
nha hang, mot nhan vién nir khd t&, ddm méng té tt, con dudi khich hang
di. Co ta khi nghe khach goi dit mén thi tic lwdi di t¢i chd khach, khi mang
d6 an 1€n lai “tdng” cho khach dnh nhin day khinh bi. Lic thanh toan cling
khong hé thi¢u bonus thém cau “O? Chéc may vi khong t&i Man nita dau
nhi.”

Khong hi€u vi sao, ma thai do ky qudi nhw th& cta cd lai dwoe khach
hang (cht yé&u la phai nam) danh gia cao, ki€u nhw “T6i muén bi dudi” gi
do6, khién cho nha hang thoang chd'c tré nén ddng nghin nghit. Pa't nudc
nay toan nguoi khé hi€u. Ho khé khan véi ngwoi phuc vy, soi méi nhirng
cd gai gidi giang, thao vat va lai chi nhé khong quén nhirng khodi cam ky
la. Mot da't nwdre toan nhirng ké quai di.

Hién gior, chan dung cta ¢6 &y da dwoee in trén bi€n tén nha hang. Nha
hang ciing li€n tuc ngay qua ngay c6 nhirng hang dai khach x€p hang bén
ngoai. “Co’ duyén nao da khi€n cd tréd lai véi chinh ban nga cia minh nhw
vay?”, trong bai tra 1o phong van trén mdt to bao, ¢6 gai dwoe hdi cau nay
va ddp lai nhw sau, “Béi t6i nghi ring, qua that viéc boc 16 con ngudi that
ctia minh la v6 cling quan trong.”

Y cua tdi vén khong phai nhw vdy...



Chuong 2
Gidic ngii binh yén

B(’) la khi ti€t troi con dan xen gitra khi lanh va hoi &m. Trong nhirng
con gi6 tran ngdp binh nguyén, dau d6 van con sét lai chiit hoi thé ctia mua
dong. Cai &m dp danh dd'u ngay dau xuin cang lam cho nguwoi ta cdm nhin
o sy mat lanh cua ting con gid, khi€n cho ¢6 gdi dang ng'6i trén cén chdi
lwot trén canh dong day hoa cd kia thinh thoang lai xoa xoa hai canh tay,
mét nhin chim chim phia trudc. Co Ay 1a mdt phu thiy, va cling 1a i
khich. C6 khodc Ién minh td'm 4o choang den cung mot chi€c mu chop
nhon mau den, huy hi€u chirng minh cho than phin nt&t phu thiy 18p lanh
trén nguc 4o.

Mai téc 16 ra dwdi vanh nén 1a mau xam tro tung bay dén 18y nhirng
con gi6 lanh. P6i méit mau xanh bi¢c dang chim chi nhin vao mdt qudc gia
nho nhd ndm yén tinh noi tiép gidp gitta bau tréi xanh va binh nguyén.

“Ti€p theo la da't nwdc d6 di.”

Moét noti la lung.

Van nhw moi khi ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh, didt minh trong nhirng canh
sic khong hé thay ddi d6, cd &y ro't cudc 1a ai? Cdc ban khdng nham dau, 12
to61 d6. Van nhu moi khi.

“C6 ai & day khong?”

Ha chdi dap xudng truede cong, toi cat ti€ng goi nhwng khong cé ai tra
1oi. Von twéng rang s& dwoc thady bau khong khi chio dén du khach day
ti€ng hoan nghénh nhiét liét, nén mdi t&i ddy xem thir, nhwng nghénh dén
toi lai 1a mot khung canh tinh mich, t6i c6 chit bdi roi.

Chuyén gi day? Ty tién vao cé dwgrc khong nhi? Cir nghi thé nao cling
phai cé nguoi gac cong hay ai d6 dai loai nhw vy & day chir.



Thoi vay, khdng c6 ai & diy dong nghia v&i viée cir thé vao ciling
khong sao. Thé nén, tdi ctr ty dong ma ti€n vao da't nwdc nay nhw thé’,

“Waaa...”

Nhirng ng6i nha c6 kinh véi mdi ngdi ti€p 1i€n nhau. Nhirng birc twong
gach da bac mau theo nam thang, nhirng mai hién chéch ra ngoai dwong
cai. Nhirng vét nirt, v&€t ban ma nguwoi ta c¢d thé nhan thdy ngay khi mdi
lwét qua lai tao nén cam gidc hai hoa, thdng nha't voi nhitng con phd noi
day, twdng nhw ching chinh la mot phan cta khung canh. Dwong nhw d€
lam ting thém bau khong khi von di im ling tai day, khip con phd déu bao
trum trong tinh mich. L& nao khéng con ai sdng & da't nwdc nay? Di qua
g4an hét noi day, toi bit gip mot quang treong 1o, noi khigh tdi phai ding
chan. Tai quang treong ¢6 mdt cai hd ra't rong, da't cat dao 1€n tw cdi ho™ do
chat ddy thanh mot ngon nudi. Va nguwoce lai véi nhirng con phd’ t6i da di
qua va tuyét khdng mot chiit hoi thd con ngwoi, thi day 1a noi duy nhat ¢
dau hiéu vé sy tOn tai cia mot ai do.

Va khi nhin xudng céi hd, téi da hi€u vi sao ma minh khong tha’y bong
ngwoi nao tai da't nwde nay. Trong cdi hd 1on d6 1a rat nhi€u ngwoi duoc
bao boc lai bang vai sach. Nhiéu v6 ciing. Li do dit nwdc nay khong thay
mot bong ngwoi 1a vi ho déu tip trung & day.

“Hg... Ai ¢ d6 vay?”

Khi ma t6i con dang ngdy ngwoi nhin vao trong cai hd” thi mot giong
néi vang 1én. Giong clia mot cd gai. To6i ngahg dau Ién thi bit gip mot cd
gai dang cu@i chdi bay, trong tay cam theo chi€c diia phép dang nhin
xudng chd t6i. Co gdi d6 c6 mdi téc vang dwoc té€t lai phia sau, nhung trén
ngwoi lai khong méic do choang, cling khong hé d6i nén phu thdy. Thé
nhwng, dau hi€u cda phép thuat lai ra't rdo rang, b&i phia sau cay choi 1a rat
nhiéu ngwdi dwoc boc lai bang nhitng manh vai dang bay lo’ Itng. Va lo
léng dwoc nhw vAy hin 1a nhd ¢6 phép thuat. Co gai vira tir tir ha “ho”
xudng hd', vira néi, “Co khong phai nguoi & da't nwde nay ding khong?”

To61 gat dau.

“T6i 1a mot 1k khach. Téi cwdi choi bay khdng muc dich va tinh co di
ngang qua no’i nay.”

“Ra vay... C6 phai c6 dinh ki€m chd tro & diy khong?”



“Toi da dinh nhw vay.” It nhat 1a d ting, trede khi toi nhin tha’y canh
teong tham khdc nay.

“T6i nght cd nén bd y dinh d6 di thi hon.”

“Co Ie the that.”

Co &y khé gat dau va ha chdi xuéng tredre mat t6i. Co gai cao hon toi
gan mot cai dau, khi€n t6i phai nguwdc 1én nhin, con c¢6 Ay thi phai cui
xudng.

“Noi diy da trd nén nhr vdy, ma dé€n ngay mai thi da't nwdc nay ciing
s€ hoan toan déng cwra.”

“... ba xdy ra chuyén gi sao?”

Tat ca nhirng ngwoi noi ddy déu nhw dang chét dan.

Dudng nhw nhin thau tdi dang nghi gi khi tha'y tdi cit ddn mét vao cdi
hé kia, cd gdi nhin xudng cai hd m&i vira ndy minh con cha't ngwoi vao va
néi, “Nhirng ngudi niy, ho dang ngti”. C6 nhim mat lai va tiép, “Ngi say
giong nhw da chét vay.”

O da't nude ndy ting c6 mot nha tién tri ri't ndi tiéng. Ngwdi 4y t khi
con tré da dwa ra rat nhiéu loi tién tri phuc vu cho da't nwdc, tir tién tri vEé
thoi ti€t khi hiu, hoa mau dwore mua hay mat mua, thi nudi cia mot gia
dinh nao d6 da chay di dau, van s& ngay hom nay, ca tudi tho cta con
ngwoi, vin ménh cua ban doi, ti't cd moi viéc tr thoi di€m tién tri cho toi
teong lai sau nay. C6 &y ndi, tuy khong phai tat cd déu chinh xdc tram
phéan trdam, nhung dwong nhw trong nhirng 1o tién tri d6 déu ham chira
phép thuit, khi€n cho rat it trong s6 chung trat dich, con lai thi hau nhw
ddng hét. Va cho du 107 tién tri sai, thi s& dwoe ddp lai bing 161 gidi thich
vO thwdng vo phat “B&i vi anh da nghe 10 tién tri nén vin ménh da thay
d6i.” Nhirng nguoi & qudc gia nay lai ¢6 khuynh hwedng mé tin qua séu.
Nguoi dan noi ddy cudng tin stec manh cda nha tién tri, ai cling s€ t&i cau
canh nha tién tri giip do, khi c6 ba't ki vi€c gi xay ra, ho déu s€ ngay lap
tirc chay t&i nha cua tién tri. Co gai lai ti€p, khi nha tién tri ngay cang gia
di, nhirng n€p nhdn 18p day trén khuén mdt 6ng, cling chinh Ia lic 6ng
dwoc ngwoi dan ton kinh, tho phung twa nhw ngwoi quan trong nhét cia
dat nuwoc.



Co gai ma t6i gdp ban ndy té€n la Charlotte, mot trong nhitng ngwoi ting
ra't tin ngwong nha tién tri.

Du dwoc goi 1a nha tién tri, du ¢6 dwoe nang lyce nhin thdy trede twong
lai, thi 6ng cling khong thé& chién thing dwoc, khong th€ vieot qua dwoc
thoi di€m cdi chét dé€n v&ri minh.

Ntra ndm triedre, nha tién tri da trdt hoi the cudi ciing trong sy bao boc
clia tdt ca ngwoi dan da't nwdc, yén binh nhw d6ng chi dang say ngi mot
gid’c dai. Nhwng ciling chinh ttr cdi chét cia O6ng, ngwoi dan ca dat nwoc
déu lo s¢ khong yén. Khong phai bdi vi céi chét cua nha tién tri. Ma bdi
loii tién tri dang s’ dwoe thd't 1én ngay trede khi dng mat.

“Pat nwdc nay, nira ndm sau sé diét vong.”

Chi 13, chinh xac thi ntra ndm sau la vao lic nao, khong mot ai biét. Va
vi nguyén nhan gi mdt di't nwdc s€ di dén diét vong, cling chéng ai hay.
Nhung sy thit ring sy chinh xdc cia nhitng 1o tién tri t trede t&i nay
cling st mo’ h'0 ctia nhitng 101 nay da gieo ric trong 1ong mdi ngwdi dan ndi
lo so khong the ndo chiu dung. K& tr d6, ching may choc thoi gian nira
nam da qua di, hau hét ngwoi dan déu quyét dinh vt bd da't nwdc cha
minh. C¢6 1€ viéc bi budc phai bién ma't cing da't nwdc dang s hon ba't cir
diéu gi. Va dén cudi cung, chi con lai chwa t&i mot tram ngwoi dan con
bam tru lai. B6 1a nhirng ngwoi yéu da't nwdc minh hon ba't cir gi khac. Bon
ho, tng ngdy, ling 1€ sdng chung v&i ndi s¢r hdi vé mot cdi chét sé dén
vieng tham lac nao khong hay.

Va roi, mét chuyén da xay ra vao bon ngay trudc.

Charlotte vAn nhw moi ngay leo 1én giwong va nhanh chéng chim vao
gid’c nga. Co mo’ thd’'y mot giac mo’ ky la.

“Xin chao, co la Charlotte dung khong?”

Trong gid'c mo xud't hién mdt 4c quy voi vé ngoai gidng hét Charlotte,
trén dau moc doi sing cong cong va trén lwng 1a d6i canh doi, mdt 4c ma
ky la.

“Colaai?”

“Ta 12 ngudi c6 the bién wdc mo clia co thanh su that. Ching phai la ¢d
dang sdng d€ cho dgi cai chét sao? That la dang thwong. Vi vay, bat k€
viéc gi, hdy néi cho ta mong mudn cia cd, ta s€ cho cd tha'y mot thé gidi 1y
twéng minh hing mong muén.”



“That a? Sao nghe dang nghi vay?”

“That, vi ta la &c ma.”

Lic dé, khong biét vi 1i do gi, nhung vi con dang mo’ va nhirng diéu d6
nghe ciling that ngd ngan, c6 da khong tim hi€u sau thém ntra.

“Nao, c6 mudn woe diéu gi? Ta s€ cho ¢6 ba ngay nhw mong woc.”
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Xét cho cung, vi la trong mo, c6 da khong suy nghi gi nhi€u. Thé nén
cd da worc.

“Vay, tdi mudn tr¢’ thanh mot phu thiy.”

Co Ay k€ ring, ba ngay trong mo d6 qua that ra't tuyét voi. Co c6 the
cwdi 1én choi, bay gitra troi xanh, ¢6 th€ dung phép thuat khién moi thir bay
lo Iteng, ¢6 the' tuy ¥ stt dung phép thuat d€ lam nhirng gi ¢c6 mudn. Khoing
thdi gian trong gid'c mo tréi qua nhanh chéng tra nhu mot cdi chép mit,
hét nhw mot gidc chiém bao, va dén gitra trea ngay thir ba, 4c ma lai Tan
ntra xud't hién tredrc mit co.

“Thé& nao? Vui chtr? N&u cd mudn, thi hdy ci¢ & mai trong mo’ di? Du
sao, hién gio’ ¢6 quay veé hién thyce thi c6 cling ché’ing the’ lam gi khac ngoai
trir cho’ doii cdi chét khong phai sao? Néu vay thi hdy ¢k vui vé ma sdng
trong mo’ ching phai s& hanh phic hon sao?”

Qua ding nhw vdy. Du ¢6 tinh ddy thi diéu cho doi ¢d cling chi la
quéang thoi gian dau khd dgi cho cdi chét dang téi ma thoi.

Nhung c6 da khong dong y.

“Tai sao?” Nghe dén do, t6i khong nhin dwg'c nghiéng dau kho hicu.

Charlotte néi, “Hay nghi ma xem. Qua thyc song trong mo radt hanh
phiic, va ciing khong céan phai dgi cho cdi chét nira, nhwng vay dau cé goi
la dang s6ng? Cho du c¢6 hanh phic nhw thé€ nao di ching ntra, mét ldc nao
d6 chiing ta van sé tinh ddy khoi gid’c mo ding khong? Mot lic nao d6
chuing ta s€ phai tr¢ vé hi€n thyc. Va gia nhw, cdi chét dang d€n ngay gan
roi, vAy ma ching ta cit mic ket méi trong gidc mo’ hdo huyén cia minh thi
cling dau the' nao s6ng ti€p.”

“... C6 I€ nhu vay that.”

“Thé nén, toi da twr chdi dé nghi cua 4c ma.”



Vi nhw di biét trede rang co géi sé 1ic dau tir chdi, 4c ma chi don gidn
dép lai, “O, vay sao.” That 1a mdt phan ng c6 chiit the o

Va sau do,

“Néu c6 da mudn trd lai hién thwe, vay ta s€ ting c6 mdt mén qua. be
lam ky niém.”

“..Ha?’

Nhwng, ¢6 cling chi nghi day 1a mot gid'c mo ky la nén Charlotte da gat
dau.

“Co da tr¢ thanh mot phu thiy trong mo ding khong? Vay thi, ta s€
khién c6 cling st dung dugrc phép thuit ngay ca trong thé gidi thyc. Khi ¢6
mé mét ra, ¢d s& c6 th€ st dung phép thuit nhw khi da dung trong mo.”

“..Ha?’

Tuy nghi chuyén nay that ngu ngdc nhung Charlotte van ddp lai, “Cam
on”. C6 ¢6 gitr vé lanh lung vira di. Cho du thé nao diy ciing chi 1a mot
gid’c mo, chdc chin khi quay lai hién thuc, c6 chi cé thé ti&p tuc nhirng
thdng ngdy doi chd céi chét, va s& chang con suy nghi mudn lam bat ci
vi€c gi nura.

“Khi ta bi€n cd thanh phu thay thi da 18y 1ai 1a sinh ménh cta con
ngwoi roi. Vay nén c coi day 1a wu dai thém. Pwng suy nghi nhiéu, ctr
thodi mai ma dung né trong th& gidi thye di.”

Néi xong, 4c ma bdng né nu cwdi. Mot nu cwdi ma Charlotte néi rang,
hoan toan gia tao. Sau d6, c6 dwore giai phong khdi the” gidi gidc mo.

“Nghe that 1a ngd ngan, nhwng qua that toi ¢ th€ cudi 1én chdi va bay
1én trovi, ding phép thuat lam d'6 vat lo’ Iing, st dung phép thuit nhw t6i da
trng dung trong mo’, giong y nhirng gi ma ac ma dé néi.”

Charlotte khong ma’y d€ tam k¢ lai.

“Tdi ¢t nghi ring nhitng ngudi khéc chic hin déu da tinh lai tr gidc
mo’ va nhian degc mot mén qua tuyét vori nao do, thé” nén t6i da bay vong
quanh da't nwé'c d€ nhin xem.”
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“Va két qua la day.”

“... Khong con mét ai khac thire ddy nira sao?”
C06 cham cham l&c dau.



“Ta't ca déu trit hoi thd cudi cung trong gid’c mo’ hanh phic cia minh.”

Khi ¢6 &y tinh ddy thi dwong nhw ta't cd nhitng ngwoi dan khac da yén
ling chét di, an twong nhw dang ngli. Co ciing khong nghi qua nhiéu ring
vi sao lai nhw vdy. C6 vi nguoi dan da mat di anh sang sinh ménh trong dat
nwdc ma dao mot cdi hd', boc lai nhirng than the’ da mat di linh h'on bfmg
vai sach va dit vao trong do6.

“N6i t¢1, ban ndy 12 nhitng ngwdi cudi cing roi. O diy da khong con ai
ngoai toi ca.”

“Co6 dinh lam bay gio'?”

“Lam gi a? Bay gio t0i sé 1ap cdi ho lai va sau d6 roi khoi da't nwoc
nay”’, cd néi. “That ra t6i da dy dinh s€ cling sinh cling diét v&i noi nay. Dy
dinh ring sé& ti&p nhan sy diét vong ma t6i van cho doii bao 1au nay. Nhung,
vi t0i dwore trao cho phép thuit, néu ¢ chi cho doi cdi chét dén khong phai
la qua lang phi hay sao?”

“Th& nén?”

“T6i s€ rovi khoi day.”

C0 noi ro1 vung dua phép 1€n.

Pa't cat nhanh chong 18D 1€n céc thi the, va chéng may chdc cdi h6" 1om
dé da bieén mat.

Toi cling roi khoi da't nwdc 4y ngay ngay hom d6. Khong phai bdi vi
noi &y da khong con ai, ma bdi khong c6 mot ai s€ mudn & lai 1au tai mot
da’t nwdre bi bao boc bdi bau khdng khi ring ron nhw vay.

Thé& nén, sau khi don gian tam biét Charlotte, t6i buwdre ra khdi cong cua
qudc gia no va ti€p tuc hanh trinh doc theo binh nguyén.
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Xét cho cling, ngay mai da't nwéc d6 sé chinh thiec bi diét vong. Hét
nhw 10 tién dodn ctia nha tién tri, nira ndm sau cdi chét cia 6ng, da't nwdce
s€ khdng con lai ba't ki mdt ngwoi dan nao cia né nira. Néu nhw nha tién tri
khong néi gi, thi chic chin da't nedc ndy sé khong bieéh ma't, né sé van tiép
tuc ton tai. Vay ma...

Khong 1€ noi day that sy dang bi diét vong nén madi bi nhw vy sao?



Hay b&i vi long tin mu quang clia moi ngwoi noi ddy da d€ mac cho
nhitng 4c ma bam riét 14’y ho, dan dén k&t cuc nay?

V&i bat cir viée gi, néu cr nhin nhin né theo chiéu hwdng ti€u cuc, u
4m thi ching ta s& chi ludn tha’y bj quan. Th& nhung, néu ctr ti€p tuc huyén
hoidc chinh minh ring moi chuyén déu s& on, ct di theo diéu minh dang
tha’y t6t dep, thi cling khong th€ gidi quyét dwoe gi, chiing ta sé khong nhin
thd'y nhirng gi dang dién ra xung quanh nira, va mot lic nao d6, chi vi ban
than khong the€ nhan ra, ching ta dd danh mat sinh ménh cua minh. Tya
nhw nhirng ngwoi dan da mat, mai mai bi giam lai trong gid'c mo’ ctia chinh
minh.

Xét cho ciing, cho du 12 chuyén gi, cir vira vira phai phai thoi van 1a tot
nhd't, b&i n€u d€ cam xuc 1an at dé€n cyc do thi con ngwoi ta cling s€ tan
VO

Thé nén.

Chuyén t6t hay khong tdt, hdy cir d€ né t&i mot cach tw nhién di.

Va chuyeén hanh trinh cua t6i lai tiép tuc.

Khong hé thay doi.



Chuwong 3
Bai bao ng

Xin chao céc ban! Tbi 1a Elaina, Phu thay Tro Tan!

T6i lién tuc thyc hién nhirng chuyén du hanh bt d4u tr vai ndm trd lai
day, va t nhiéu ngay trudc, toi da dirng chan tai da't nwdre nay. Toi, mot nix
phii thily cyc xinh dep v&i mau téc xdm tro 16i cudn cuing d6i mét xanh
biéc, trang phuc chi toan mdt mau den v&i mi chép nhon va do choang dai.
N&u ban c6 bét gip toi trén phd’, hdy goi téi mot ti&€ng nhé? I hi hi.

Quay tré lai van dé chinh, noi ddy 1a mot da't nwde tuyét voi!

Péu tién phai ndi tdi 1a cdc mén an déu rat ngon. Phai ndéi day la Ian
dau tién téi gdp mot da't nwde ¢6 @6 an ngon tdi vdy. N6i @6 an noi day
ngon nhat th& gidi ciing khdng ngoa chit nao! Toan mén tuyét hao hét!
Moén nao cling dat chuan 3 sao Michelin ca. Tt nhirtng d6 an trong cac nha
hang, d€n ca phé trong ti€ém giai khat, thdm chi chi la banh mi cda tiém ven
dwong thoi, khong phai ngiu nhién ma ngwoi dan noi diy co the ty hao
ring ta't cd déu 12 nhitng mén ngon nha't the gidi.

Hon thé nita, canh sic ¢6 thé nhin thd'y & noi diy ciing cuc dinh ludn!
Ngang d4u Ién, ban c6 thé tha’y bau trdi xanh trong vét, khi d&m d&n chinh
12 mot bau tréi tran ngdp dnh sao. N&u ngdm nhin ndi cao ti trén dai quan
sat, ban c6 th€ thdy nhitng rdng nii tring diép khodc trén minh 1&p trang
diém xinh dep clia tuy&t tring tinh, 14ng tai nghe, c6 th& nghe tha’y tié€ng gid
nhe nhang hiu hiu thoi.

That qua tuyét vori!

R6 rang chi v&i nhitng mén 4dn va canh sic nhw vay thi ciing da qud
tuyét voi roi, nhwng noi day khong chi c6 thé’ thoi dau.



Khi ban di dao trén phd’, bit gip nhitng con nguoi dang song noi day,
thi ban sé€ thdy ho tuyét voi d&€n mirc cam gidc c¢6 chit khdng that. Ho,
nhirng con ngwoi dang s6ng trong nhirng toa nha mang day da'u an cua lich
st ndm san sit bén nhau, bat ki ai ciing chao d6n t6i bing nu cwoi. Khi t6i
lac dwong, ho ngay 1ap tirc t&i hdi tham, gidp do, ldc ban toi bat ki mot
ctra hang nao, cling déu dwoc ddi xr gidng nhw mdt thwong d€’. Sau khi
dung bira, t6i cé dwa tién boa cho nhan vién ctra hang, nhung nguoi d6 lai
néi ring, “Khéng can dau a. Ching toi chi dang 1Am nhitng viéc nén lam
th6i!”. Pay la Tan dau tién c¢6 ngwoi tra lai tién cho tdi nhw vay. That tuyét!
Khong ngo ho ¢ mot tinh than phuc vy dén thé”

Toi that sy yéu thich d&n khong néi nén loi!

A con nira, nam gi¢i & day toan cdc anh chang dep trai nhé. Bén trai
cling ¢é bén phai cling ¢! Toi thyc sy ra't kho so khi phai chi y d€ ban
than khong bj quyén rii trong lic vd y! U phw phu. Trong c6 vai ngay &
day, toi luén c6 cam giac ra't vui vé.

That sy 1a mdt h'di e dep.

Co6 1€ sé khong c6 mot da't nwde thir hai tuyét voi gidng nhw noi day
dau.

To61 doc lwot qua ta't cd nhirng bai bao dwoe x€p & khu viee quay ca phé
theo thit ty ttr phai sang trdi. Nim bit dwoc cang nhiéu thong tin thi van tot
hon, hon nira, tuy tirng to bdo ma géc nhin s€ khac nhau, thdm chi d6i khi
gitra cdc to bdo dwa ra nhirng y ki€n do6i 14p, trai chiéu nhau, ra't thi vi. Du
sao ddy ciing 1a mdt viéc vo cung thich hop d€ giét thoi gian cho dén ldc
phuc vu mang ca phé t&i. Ngoai ra, tuy ting noi, doi khi ho ciing sé c6 ca
bdo cta cac da't nwdc xung quanh nira.
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Ping vay that, c6 vé day la to bao clia mot da't nwoe toi da toi, a, dat
nwdc ngay bén canh noi diy théi, noi ma nhiéu ngay triedre toi da tieng ghé
tham.

DPurong nhién toi bit dau doc thi.

«...C4i qudi gi th& nay?”

Va bi kinh ngac d&n khoéng néi nén loi, dong thoi cling tirc gidn vo
cung. Phai néi 1a sy gidn dir nhw tirng con, tieng con séng ¢ ndi ti€p nhau



khong dwrt, con thinh nd cua tdi trao 1én cye di€m. Nghi t¢i nhirng gi minh
vira doc, tay toi khong kiém dwoc si€t chit to bdo. Ca khudn mat cling
danh lai, gian dw kho chiju. Puing ldc nay, nhan vién phuc vu ban mang ca
phé t&i, “Pa d€ quy khéch... Ach...ch...a...”, nguoi d6 ¢6 vé bj doa so, hoi
nang giong kéu 1én.

“.. A, xin 16i. Cdm on”, tdi trede tién tha tay dang si€t to bdo ra, hit
mot hoi that sau.

“A, vang... To bdo d6 c6 van @& gi sao a?”

Nhén vién phuc vu vira nhin bi€u hién trén mat t6i vira ddt ca phé 1én
ban.

“T6i da teng t¢i da't nwdc nay mot an roi.”

“O, dat nwdc nay sao? Thao ndo, ra 1a vdy, ra la vdy.” Gidng nhw
nghiém ra diéu gi tAm dic 14m, nguwdi d6 hai tay 6m chiéc khay vao nguc
va gt gu. “C6 phai la khi quy khach roi khéi, co cling bi yéu cau viét ban
danh gia khong?”

U hi?

“C0 cluing, 1a sao?”

Ping 1a tdi ¢6 nhé minh da ting 1am moét cdi danh gia hay gi d6 twong
tw. That ra thi gan day ra't nhi€u noi déu dwa cam twdng cta khach du lich
noi khac 1én bdo, gan nhu mdt ki€u quang ba da't nwdc, quang ba du lich
ay.

“T6i tredre day cling da ting di du lich toi d6... Vai ngay sau trd lai day,
toi cling tha’y bai bdo ghi lai toan nhirng diéu ddi trd nhw thé nay.”
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Ra viy, & dat nwdc d6, nhirng to bao théu dét toan nhirng th hw cau
ki€u nay c6 vé la chuyén nhw com bira.

That khong the tin dwoc. Hoan toan khong ¢6 mot ti ti gid tri nao d€ doc
nhtrng bai bao khdng c6 sy xac thyc nay ca. Dung d€ ném vao 10 swdi 18y
chut ho't @m con c6 y nghia hon.

“Pat nedc d6 Ay ma, van ludn bé& quan tda cang cho t&i mai gan day.
R4t hi€m khi né m&i mé cira lai nén t6i mai tinh di thé xem thé nao. C6 vé
nhr may nguoi & d6 rat chi trong téi danh gid cia ngwoi nwdc ngoai. RO
rang 13 t6i viet trong ban danh gid rang ‘Khong c6 gi m&i mé ddng xem



18m’, nhung trong bai bao lai bi stra thanh t6i ndi v&i ho ‘Noi day 1la mot
da't nwde tuyét voi’.”

“Céi gi?! Goi mén &y ha?! Ong viét phidu no di r'oi néi! Ong c6 y kién
gi sao? Con lon chét ti€ét nay...”

T phia ding xa vong lai ti€hg rong giin.

Co6 gai phuc vu dang néi chuyén vai t6i nhin lwdt qua tinh hinh phia d6
va ti€p, “... C6 1€, ngay ca c6 thai dd nhu vay thi & da't nwde Ay cling sé bi
Vi€t ngwoc hin lai.” Co nhin vai.

“......” T6i nhin sic mit cia nhin vién phuc vu dang tirc gidn chd xa xa
do, kéo mu sau xudng va noi, “Nhung, lam nhw vay thi ho dwoc loi gi
ch?”

“Chuyén d6 a? Ai ma bi€t dworc.”

“A con nita, cdi nay toi ciing chi nghe ngwdi khic néi théi...”, nit nhan
vién ndi ti€p. “Nhirng nguoi dan noi do, du da't nwdc d@ mé cira, nhwng lai
khong c6 mot ai bwede chan ra khoi dat nwée hét.”

“Hor, tai sao the&™?”

“C6 khi ho nghi da't nwdc minh 1a da't nwdc wu td nhat, tuyét voi nhat
cling nén?”
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Khong mudn buwde ra khdi da't nwde. Va ciing khong ¢6 diing khi bwdc
ra.

D€ ty ltra minh doi ngwoi khoi sy that &y, ¢d 1€, nhirng ngwoi dan dé
lam gia ra nhitng bai bao nhw vdy d€ danh bong sy tuyét voi ctia di't nwdce
minh cling nén.

B&i vi dang s6ng & mot noi tuyét voi dén thé, nén ho khong can phai
di ra nhin th& gii xung quanh nira.

“No6i toi, da tirng ¢6 ai chuyén tdi sdng tai dat nwdc d6 chwa?”

Nghe t6i hoi, nir phuc vy nhw khong nhin dwore ma phi cuoi.

“Khong c6 dau. Theo nhirng gi t6i bi€t thi la vay.”



Chuong 4
Co gai lam rugu vang

Lé ngay mua dwoc hai ngdi lang canh nhau nay cling t6 chirc dé€n nay
da 1a nadm thir mwoi. Nghe néi rd't 1au trede dy, gitra hai ngdi lang chi toan
nhung tht oédn, phién ha, nhirng cudc tranh cha’p, céi va khdng c6 h'6i két,
nhwng hién tai lai hoan toan khong con mét da'u vét gi nira. D61 v&i nhirng
dtra tré dwge sinh ra trong mwoi ndm tré lai day, thi thay vi néi day 1a hai
ngoi lang k& canh nhau, c6 1& chiing cadm th’y ring noi day chi 12 mot ngodi
lang 16 thi ddng hon.

“Ong oi! Lang minh véi lang bén kia &y, tinh cadm hai lang t5t that sao
al”

Th& nhung, cau bé lai c6 chut ban khodn v€ tinh than thi€t gén b6 thyc
s clia hai ng6i lang, hay 1a vé ng6i lang chung to 16n nay.

Bé&i vi sy kién 18 ngay mua dworc t& chitc trong hdm nay nhin thé nao
cling chi c6 the nghi rang hai lang nhw dang xé rach tinh cadm truede dé vay.

Ong ldo dit nhitng thing gb chit ¢4y nho xudng gitta con dwong, phai
phui tay vao hdong quén.

“Chdu thic méc vi sao lai t& chirc 1& hdi nay phai khong?”

“Vang a.”

“Ho ho ho... La d€ gitr gin quan hé gitra hai lang d6.”

“O? Thé nhung...”

CAu bé nhom vao trong nhirng chiéc thuing gb. Chiing dwng diy nhirng
trdi nho chin vwra hdi sdng sm nay con mong nwdc, bong bay 1ap lanh
dwdi anh mat tro.

Trén con dwong nhd hep phan cach hai lang dwoe dat rat rat nhiéu
nhirng chiéc thung nhw vay, nhi€u t&i mirc khong th€ nao d€m xu€. Ngay



day cling c6, ma ding xa kia ciling c6. Ngwoi ta chudh bj ching cho 18 ngay
mua.

Trong ngay 1, hai lang s& dung nho ném vao nhau, khién cho ddi bén
dinh toan cho trén ngwoi méi thoi. Mot dip 1€ that phi pham nho thu hoach
dworc.

Mt ngoai thi ngudi ta néi rang, thong qua 1& hodi ho cAu mong “Muia
mang nam nay cing s€ boi thu gidng nhw s6 nho ma ho dworc ném vao
nhau”, th&’ nhwng, nhirng ngwoi tham gia 1€ hdi nay lai gidng y nhirng ké da
man &Y.

Vi du nhu trong 1& hdi nim ngodi, nhirng chang trai lang bén kia da do
nguyén ca thung nho 1&€n dau cac cd gai lang bén nay d€ tra thu nhirng yéu
cau hach sich ciia cdc ¢d, d6i vor ch'ong ciing lang thi vira méng chiri nhau,
g20 1én nhitng bat man van tich tu trong cudc sdng hang ngay va quét day
nho lén mét nhau...

Nhirng con ngwoi ngay thwong sdng vo cling hién hoa tai sao dé€n ngay
nay lai thay doi dot ngdt, cir tira nhw bi ma nhap. Giéng nhw ngay hoém sau
nhitng ngudi d6 s& hoan toan cét dirt quan hé v&i nhau ludn vay.

Thé& nhung that khong ngo, sau khi 1€ hoi két thic, ngoai trir con dwong
bi nhuém day xdc nho ra thi tdt cd déu tr¢ lai nhw cd, cudc sdng thwong
ngay lai vé diing nhip sdng von c6. C6 1&, 1 hodi nay déng vai trd nhrr mot
cai van dinh ky d&€ moi ngudi xa hét nhitng khic méc trong 1ong. Thé nén,
mot 1& hoi nhrr vdy méi khién cho tinh cdm gitra hai lang thém gin két.

Diéu nay thi cdu bé hi¢u. Nhung ciing vi vdy m&i cang thic méc.

Néu tinh cdm that sy t&t thi diu cAn phdi t& chitc mot 1€ hodi nhw the’
nay chi.

“Chéu nghi ding d6. Lang cua ching ta that ra khong c6 quan hé tot
dep v&i lang bén kia dau. Thwong thi ho toan khién chiing ta phat cau 1én
dworc, va ching ta déu nhin ma’y ké sdng bén dé khong khac gi ké thu.”

“Né&u di vy thi tai sao con t& chirc 1€ hoi ndy a?”

“Vi vy nén m&i phai dung viéc ném nho d€ giai tda budn buc. Xét cho
cung, hai lang dau c6 hoa thuén gi v&i nhau. Chi la ching ta da tim thay
mot ngay d€ sdng that véi ban than ma thdi. Vao mwoi nam tredc.”

b

“Hum...’



“Phai r'6i, 6ng chwa tirng k€' cho chdu nghe vé chuyén xay ra mwoi nam
trede ding khong? Gio chau ¢6 mudn nghe khong?”

“Cé a! Ong k& di, k& di!”

Ong ldo ngang du 1én ngfm nhin biu troi xa x6i. Vom trdi cao I'ong
16ng, trong vit khong mot canh chim, van gidng nhw bao ngay khac, k& ca
muoi nam trede d6 cling khong ¢6 gi khac biét.

“Mot ngay mwoi ndm vE trede, mot 1 khach doc hanh da tdi lang cta
ching ta.”

0.

A, day hin 1a mot cau chuyén dai, cau bé doan.

Né&u vy thi it nha't ong hay cho vé nha réi moi k€ co t6t hon khong.

“Ltr khach d6 1a mét nte phti thiy con ra't tré véi mai téc mau xam mém
mai, bong bénh. Ban d4du hét nhr mot thién sir, va sau do cling tira mot ac
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ma.

“Hum.”

“Mot nir phu thay ky la, hi€m hoi trén thé gidi da toi lang cua ching ta.
Va ngay d6 ciing tré thanh ngay khong thé nao quén doi véi lang ta.”

Ong 130 bét dau k&.

Chuyén vé mdt ngay cia mwoi nadm truedc.

N@ phu thay tira nhw thién si, lai gidng mot 4c ma d6 van ludn du hanh
khip noi. Nguwdi d6 1a ai vy nhi? Céc ban khong nham d4u, chinh 1a ti
do.

Noi &y 1a mdt viing ndng thon thanh binh. Bu trdi trong vat mau xanh
nhan nhat, khong gian rong m¢& khong mot canh chim bay mang lai mot
cadm gi4c thu thai that tuyét voi. Mot con dwdng nhd cit ngang mau xanh
cta binh nguyén xuat hién v&i mau niu cda dat, ti€p d6 mot chdt ban co
th& nhin thay hai ng6i lang. Tdi cwdi chdi bay doc theo con dwdng ngoan
ngo¢o. Nhirng con gi6 khong biét tén tw do bay mida xung quanh khién moi
khi t6i day nhanh tdc do déu cam tha’y that mat mé khi dwoc ching cham
dén. Cam gidc that khoan khodi, t6i hit siu mot hoi va nhin chim chim
phia trudc. O d6 ¢6 hai ngdi lang ndm sét canh nhau.



Ngwoi bén ngoai goi ching 1a “hai ngoi lang regru nho”, nhirng ngoi
lang bé nho va tuyét voi.

“Chao mwng quy c¢6 phu thiy! Ngay hdm nay c6 t&i tham lang chiing
toi that ddng ldc! Xin moi vao bén trong, trerdng thén dang cho d€ duoc
don ti€p co!”

T6i ghé vao mot trong hai ngdi lang va dwore don chao nhiét liét. Tw
trong cac ngdi nha, dan lang Ua ra, quan sat khudén mat t6i roi déu buwng 1én
nu cwdi. Cho d&n tan khi dworc dan vao trong lang tdi chd clia tredng thon,
thi qua that & day t6i dwoc chao don ra't ndng nhiét, mot 6ng 130 nhin vin
con tré trung, khde khodn lai g4n toi v&i nu cwdi hai 1ong “Ho hd ho...” va
hai tay v0 lién tuc.

“Thwa quy c0, c0 trong ‘cung’ qui.”

Pang na6i t61 ddng yéu dung khong?

“A, cdm on ong. Toi1 cling bi€t vay roi.”

To6i khong rd vi sao bdng dung ho lai khen toi nhw vdy, nhung triedc
tién ctr ddp lai v&i nu cwoi gy dwoce thién cam cdi da. Pay ciling 1a thuit
d6i nhan xt thé thong minh daYy.

P¢& xem nao, tdi dang dinh hai...

“Lang nay ndi ti€ng voi regru nho ding khong?”

“Vang. Rwou nho chinh 1a ddc san cda lang ching t6i dé... Phai roi,
thwa quy c0, c6 tuy con tré nhwng lai thich rwgru nho phai khong?”

“Um.”

That ra ti chwa trng udng rwegru nho. Chi 1a nghe nguwoi khac néi regu
nho & diy vo cling ngon nén m&i t&i xem sao. B&i vi 1a loai regru udng dau
ti€én nén t6i mudn chon loai nao ngon miéng nhat.

“Ruou nho cua lang ching tdi khong th€ nghi ngo’ chinh 1a mén ngon
tuyét dinh. La thir ma khong phai rwou cia lang bén kia hay noi nao khac
c6 th€ so sanh dwoc! Tham chi ¢6 thé€ ndi 1a loai regru dwore thién linh tao
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That ra thi cau chuyén ma td6i nghe dwoc 1a “vi reou nho cta hai lang
hau nhw khong khac biét. Tham chi ¢6 the ndi la gidng hét”, cé 1€ c¢b gi do
khac ma chi nguoi & ddy mdi nhan ra dwoc cling nén.



“Thé& nhung nhirng ngwoi & lang bén kia lai qua cieng dau, khong heé
mudn chju thua lang ching t6i, nén gan day da lam mot chuyén! Mot
chuyén khong the tha tht dworc!”

“Heee?”

“D6 chinh 1a 1am ra loai rwgru nho nay.”

Tredng thon ddp manh tay 1én mot chai regru vang trén ban tao thanh
tiéng vang 1on.

D6 1a mdt chai regru ¢6 dan nhan ghi dong chr “Rworu G ndm nam voi
san lweong nho dang ty hao dat chat lwong cao nhat trong lich s&”, mot
nhan dan khoé hi€u khi€n ngwoi ta khong bi€t dwore regru ngon hay nhw thé”
nao. N6 ¢ tén la “Rworu ctia lang bén kia”. O’ ma lang bén kia nghia 1a sao
nhi?

“A nhén tién gidi thiéu, lang cia chiing tdi tén 12 ‘lang bén nay’.”

La t€n ctia ngdi lang sao, ra vay.

Nhung thir khi€n tdi quan tdm hon maYy cdi thong tin tén lang gi do,
chinh la phan & chinh gitra nhan dén kia. O d6 ¢6 in hinh khudn miit twoi
cuwdi clia mot co gai téc vang v&i nhitng lon xodn nhd dang nhe nhang vy
tay. Cling v&i 6 thoai di kém “Toi da danh hét tinh cdm d€ gidm gidm tao
nén reg'u nho d6.” Thém vao nira 1a dong chwr “Novi san xua't: Thi€u nv lam
rrou nho cua lang bén kia, Rose Mary.”

“...Cé4c vi khong thich diéu nay sao?”

Nghe vay, trudng thon lai dong nim da'm xudng mit ban. Piing 14 6n
chét di ay.

“C4i nay day! Chinh 12 khd nhuc k& lang bén kia dwa ra do khong thing
ndi ching t6i! C6 xem! Rose Mary dwoee in trén cdi nhan dé! Lang bén kia
lai dam théu dét noi san xua't thanh Rose Mary!”

“Khong phai novi san xuad't dau, d6 1a ngueoi san xui't ddy ch?”

“Thay vi vi€t 1a ngwoi sdn xudt, viét 1a noi san xuad't khong phai s€ kich
thich nhiéu ngwoi mua hon sao?”

“......7 Kich thich 1a sao?

“N6i cach khac, nho’ vao viéc ban nhirng san pham ¢4’ tinh cai hinh anh
mang tinh chdt moi goi ma s6 rwgru lang bén kia ban ra ctr tang déu déu!”

“HE???”



Bén dwore that ha? Cdi nay ban chay 8y ha?

“Thé& nén hién gio' lang ching t6i dang roi vao tinh trang ti€n thoai
lrong nan. Khong, thit ra 1a ching t6i dang gip ric rdi 1om.”

“Th& nhwng cdi nay, chi 1a thay doi nhan théi phai khong? Vi c¢6 ngon
khong?”

“T... T6i chwa uéng bao gio’ nén khong biét ntra.”

Bi néi tring tim den r'oi sao? Ong Ay ting udng roi? Néi lai thi, néu
nhin ky r0 rang cai chai trong khong ma? Ho udng can ludn roi sao?

D¢ trén trdnh 4nh mét nhin cham chidm cda tdi, tredng thon voi ddnh
ma't di chd khéc.

“Qud nhién rrou nho dwgec mot ¢d gdi ddng yéu gidm gidm ra't ngon.”

“A day, gidm gifm 1a gi vay?”

“Lang ching t6i goi viéc nhitng c6 gdi con trinh 1am rwou bang cich
dung chan giam nat nho 1a giam giam.”

“A”, mot tir ngi¥ that ky la, “Vay sao moi ngudi khong thir d€ cédc co géi
ddng yéu gidm gidm xem sao?”

That ra thi t6i cling chi dai khai, mo h'6 dap }ai thoi. Té6i chi mudn
nhanh nhanh d€ mau két thic cudc néi chuyén chang hi€u s€ di dén dau
nay.

Pay chinh 1a mot trong nhirng bi quyét d€ td vé than bi hon nguoi cua
t6i d6, bach chién bach thing.

Pung vay.

“Tuyét qua, co &y ndi roi!” Nhung.

Trwdng thon nghe vay va dip ca hai tay 1én ban, cad ngwoi nhw nhao 1én.

“Pung viy! N&u d&€ mot ¢d gdi that ‘cung’ gidm gidm, thi chic chin
chiing t6i s& thing.”

“Va... Vang...”

“Thé nén thwa quy c6! Xin co hdy lam cho ching t61!”

“... H® he?”

“Néu la c6 gai that ‘cwng’ thi cé theé’ lam dworc ding khong?”

“...H& he hw?”



“Thé& nén xin hay lam gidp di a. Viéc nay chi c6 quy cd m¢&i thye hién
dworc thoi.”

“... H® ht htt he?”

Oi tri?

Khong 18 bi quyét ludn ba't bai clia tdi lai ty tim t&i ric rdi sao?

“Moi ngroi! Nghe nay! Quy cd phu thiy day sé thye hién vai tro cd géi
lam reou nho cho ching ta d6!”

Trwdng thon ngay 14p tirc bay ra khdi nha va hét 1én véi giong 1on nhat
c6 the cho moi ngwoi nghe.

Ngay sau do.

Dan lang gio cao hai tay va vui mwng hd van tué€ ba Tan.

“Cai gi co!”

“Qua nhién né&u 12 nit phi thiy thi chic chin dwoc ha.”

“Trwdng thon, tdi mudn udng rweou nho do trinh ni gidm gidm!”

“Panh phai xin 15i nhung ching ta khong ¢An udng rwou do cdc ba ba
giam giam nwra roi!”

“Trwdng thon! Téi mua reou nho méi ra ciia Rose Mary r'oi. Ong c6
udng khong?”

“Quy cd phu thiy dang yéu nay thyc sy s€ gilip ching ta lam rworu nho
sao?”

“Thanh cong roi!”

“Qua tuyet!

Khong khong khong.

“Xin 101, nhung toi chira néi 1a s€ 1am ma.”

“Moi nguwdi! Quy cd phu thiy néi ring c6 &y dang c6 dong lwc tran
day!”

Pong lyc d6 18y dau ra thé? Lam gi ¢6 cai dong lyc d6 chir?

“Xin 16i. Tuy chuyén nay ra't khé néi nhung...”

“Nao moi nguoi! Mau mang mot cdi x0 that 1on cung nho dén day!
Quy cd diy s& gidm nho cho ching ta d&n hoi thé cudi cing!”



O, thi ra 1a the? Pay mé&i 1a muc dich thit sy cia may ngwdi ha?

Thé thi t6i nén tréd vE thoi.

Vay nén, tdi quay ngudi di khdi d6. Peo tdi 1ai 1én vai va bit dau roi di.

Tuy dan lang dang vO cting hung phan chuan bi x0 va nho. Tuy trong
dau ho day ap y nghi d€ cho tdi gidm nho cho ho...

Nhwng nhitng chuyén d6 khong lién quan dén t6i. Cr lam nhw khong
tha’y 1a dwgre. May mén la dan lang déu dang d'6n het tinh théan vao viéc
chuan bi, nén gio’ tdi ctr lang lang bd di cling khong sao. Néu c¢6 bi phat
hién thi tdi cling chi vi€c nhay Ién choi bay veo di 1a thoat dworc.

T6i vira nghi nhw vy vira budre di.

“O! Khong phai 12 may ngwdi cla lang bén nay di hét thoi d6 sao?
MA&Yy ngwoi dang lam cai gi the? Hi?”

T6i hoan toan khong nghi t&i hwdng ma t6i dinh di lai ¢c6 nguoi xudt
hién can tré. Mot thi€u ntr tc’)c\ vang ma dwong nhw t6i da nhin thd’y & dau
dé, kiéu ngao chdng tay vao cam, va cdt loi khinh miét dan lang.

Co ta ra khoéi xe va theo sau la rat nhiéu chang trai cao to khde manh,
khi€n nguoi ta ¢6 cam giac ¢d nhw mdt ba chad, hodc nhr mét nix veeong.

“C, co... Rose Mary!”

“Ngai van khoe chtr, tredng thon? Ngai dang 1am gi vay?”

“Lam gi cling khong lién quan dén quy c6! To6i m&i phai hdi quy cd
dang lam cdi gi & day! Pay la dia gidi lang bén nay!”

BAu khong khi that gay gét, nhung nhin vao ban tay dang ndm chit chai
regu vang ¢6 noi san xua't 1a Rose Mary cda tredng thon kia thi ban s€ chi
tha’y dwore sy ty Itra minh d6i nguoi.

Rose Mary htr miii, néi, “T6i chi t&i diy d€ ban rwou nho thoi. Mang
rd't nhiéu xe toi. Ma r6 rang da bao la khodng thoi gian nay ching tdi s€
qua nén hay dep gon dwong co ma? Sao lai ‘dm 1 thé nay?”

“Cai... bung c6 coi t6i la 6 ngdc...”

“O? Gi vay, chai reoru dng dang ¢Am kia?”
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Truedng thon voi vang gidu chai regu di.
Né&u nhin ky thi trén chai rwou d6 con cé chw ky trec ti€p ctia Rose
Mary ntra. Tredng thon la fan cua c6 ta a?



“Con, tieu cd nwong lun tit nay la ai day? Lai con gia trang thanh ntr
phu thdy ntra chie.”

That 1a ba't kinh.

“T6i nhin thé” nay nhwng 1a nir phu thdy that sy.”

Rose Mary li€c t6i mdt cdi r'oi lai quay sang hwdng tredng thon.

“Hé. U hirm.” Nhin thdy canh dan lang dang chuahn bj cho viéc gidm
nho va c¢6 vé di do4n dwoc chuyén gi dang dién ra, trén mit c6 ta 1ién xui't
hién bi€u cdm day khé chju. “Ra vdy. Vi khong thing dwoc tdi nén may
nguoi dinh dung con nhéc ban han nay d€ gidAm giAm nho sao? U htt.”

“Béan han?”

“Khuon mat ky quai. Co’ the'lai khong khac gi tré con.”

“Mait ky quéi? Nguoi nhw tré con?”

“Khong khong, nh/éc thuwe sy 1a tré con. D€ mot dira tré nhw thé nay di
giam nho ma mudn thang to1 sao?”
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Toi tire s6i ca bung.

Con gi dang budn hon 1a bi k& mdi Tan dau gidp cho minh 1la mét ké ngu
ngdc chir?

“Ma thdi, cit c¢& ging tht di. Gio tdi con phai di gidm gidm nho mdi
day nén xin phép di trwede. Tranh dwong ra nao, nir phu thiy ngheéo kiét
xac.”

A 2, ra vdy. Bi ngudi ta xem thwong t&i vdy thi ban than dau thé im
lang dwoc nwra.

“La Elaina. Tén cua t6i la Elaina.”

T6i bude 1én mot budce, nhin thing vao vé mit dang cudi cing do cla
Rose Mary, “Han hanh lam quen.”

“Nhéc khong nghe tha'y ha? Ta néi bude cho khua't mét!”

Vé mat c6 ta khong hé thay doi, chi vay la dd hi€u roi.

D6 1a vé mit tr tin gianh chién thing. V& mit nhu dang néi cho du
khdng da’u cling biét rd thing thua the nao.

... Pang ghét.



Phai triét d€ danh bai cd ta moi dworc.

Tuy ban ddu tdi bi budc phai 1én cuing mot thuyén véi dan lang noi day,
nhwng rdt cudc vi bi choc gidn nén t6i da hop tic voi ho, trd thanh mot
thi€u n chuyén gidm nho 1am rworu vang ctia lang bén nay.

Tuy t61 da cha’p nhan chuyén nay nhwng...

“... Tai sao phai thay trang phuc?”

Tredng thon noéi rﬁng, cdc thi€u nit 1am rwou vang bit budc phai mic
trang phuc nha't dinh. Vay x0e mau vang doé cung 4o dai tay cling mau vang
do voi ¢o tay 1a vién x€p ly nhidn, nhin thé& nao ciing chi thdy dwgc day la
bd trang phuc hdu gai voi ddc mot mau do. Viéc quai gi ma nhat dinh phai
mac loai trang phuc nhw thé nay chi?

“Trwde hét xin hdy gidm gidm cho chiing t6i, thwa quy ¢6 phi thiy.”
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Trong ldc 1am rworu vang thi mdi téc dai s€ v cing veedng viu nén toi
da cdt lai hét phia sau va budc chin tran vao trong xo.

“Ay nhwng ma tdi nén gidm th& nao?”

“Quy cO chi ¢An d'0n hét tinh cdm cho moi ngwdi xung quanh va gidm
gidm 12 dwoc a.”

“......7 Thé& trong trrong hgp hoan toan khong cé céi goi la tinh cam dé
thi phdi lam th& nao? “Ma thoi, t6i s€ don hét sy chan ghét Rose Mary d€
gidm nhé.”

“Khong phai gidm! La gidm gidm a.”

Loi néi vo nghia, mac dinh khong nghe.

“..R61.”

Va sau d6, hai tay t6i nim hai bén vat vdy, kéo 1én d&n khoang dau goi
va toi bit dau gidm chan xudng x6. Trong x6 1 ¢y ip nhitng qua nho mau
xanh nhat, cam giac lanh lanh cta nhtrng trdi nho truyén thzatng qua long ban
chan. Duoi trong lwgng clia toi, nhirng trdi nho déu khong chiu noi ma vor
nit, nwdc qua trong sudt bt dAu tran ra. Mui ngot sic nong Ién tir dudi
chan, cam giac dinh wdt khi€n ngwoi ta chi mudn tranh di, nhwng du 6
nhac chin cao d&n ma’y thi tdi cling khong c6 chd nao d€ tranh ca, cudi



cung chan t6i lai phai ha xudng, gidm 1én nhing trdi nho mang lai cdm gidc
khé6 chiu d6. Cang gidm, dau ngdén chan t6i cang dinh nhiéu x4c qua hon.
Twng qua nho ¢ v& nat, tran nwdc ra, roi lai vo nat. Te cadm gidc mém mai
tron tron dan dan chuyén thanh cam giac ki di, gidng nhw ban dang di chan
tran trén bai cat ngap trong lan nwde. Tuy ¢6 chit khé chiu, nhwng khi da
quen roi lai cam thay that khac la.

Né&u miéu td mot cdch ngin gon va stc tich thi né khién nguoi ta thay
rung minh.

“Chét di... Chét di... Chét di... Chét di...”

Vira néi vira gidm nén doi ldc, t6i ¢6 hoi hwng phan qua mikc.

Nhirng dan lang thay t6i nhw vay thi vira chup anh lia lia vira ho reo ¢O
vii. Nhirng 1oi nguyén rtia nay dac biét cling danh cho may nguoi dang vo
cung ty nhién ma chup anh tdi d6 nhé. Sau mdt ldc, chan tdi wdt nhep toan
la nwdc nho. Dan lang thi ¢ mai nhon nhip, vui vé, con toi thi xi trét ngay
cang tdng. TAt nhién 12 t6i lai d0n xa hé&t ching vao viéc gidm nho.
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M®di ngay déu bi budc phai lam cdng viéc nhw nay thi khong biét Rose
Mary kia da va't va dén thé nao? E rang c0 ta phai mdt minh ganh hét ky
vong cua ca lang bén kia va mdi ngay déu phai gidim nho mét nhoc mat.

Thé& nhung, mét nhoc 1a mot chuyén, thai do cta co ta voi toi lai 1a mot
chuyén khac.

“Oi mét chét di duore.”

Sau khi da gidm hét chd nho trong x0 thi t6i dworc nghi gidi lao mot lic
trong nha tredng thon. Theo nhw tredng thon néi thi ho con mudn toi gidm
nho thém [an nira. P4 ma't cong l1am r6i nén ho mudn san xua't nhiéu reou
mot chut.

“Quy cd phu thuy da vat va r'oi. Xin hay nhin day. Pay chinh la chai d¢
dung reou nho do ¢o lam d6 a.”

Tredng thon dit mot cdi chai xuéng tred'c mat toi. Trén d6 dan nhan
v&i nhieng thong tin nhuw:



“Rworu nho theong hang cta lang bén nay.”

“Ruroru dwore 1am nén twe sy cadm thl va cdu kinh cda t6i.”

“Noi san xua't: Phu thay tro tan, ¢6 Elaina.”

Va ¢6 in ca birc anh t6i dang gidm nho cling nu cwdi ddy u 4m.

“... Céi nay s€ ban dugc sao?”

To1 thdy sé€ chfmg cO al mua dau.

“Ching t6i dw dinh d€ lang bén nay thwc hién tan cong thi treong theo
hwdng hoan toan khac lang bén kia. Néu lang bén kia dung sy xinh dep cla
Rose Mary lam lgi thé” d€ ban hang, thi ching t6i s€ bd qua cach lam do,
Iya chon cdch ban hang hoan toan nguorc lai, vay chealng phai thi€t thwc hon
sao?”

“Chéc chén s& giy duorc ti€hg vang 16n v&i cac vi khach.”

“Nhirng ngwoi mua regu nho déu ¢6 s& thich vé gidi tinh ky la vay
sao?”

“Viao0 cdi lic ma reou nho ctia Rose Mary ban chay thi chic 1a vay.”

MA&Yy nguoi udng reou do cac ¢6 géi tré con trinh 1am ra roi say khwot
doé, ho thdy viéc d6 ¢6 gi vui chir? That khé hi€u. T6i cam thdy dau dau
qua. To't nhat 1a deng chu dé nay & day thoi.

“Nhan tién, s& nho vira roi toi da gidm cé th€ san xui't dworc bao nhiéu
reou nho vay?”

“DE€ tdi xem... Vi s& lwong d6 thi ¢6 theé lam dwore khodng nira thiing
reou vang.”

“E... Tt vay...”, rd rang toi da gidm cit lyc thé ma.

“Vay nén, mong quy cd hdy gidm tiép nia thung rworu nira gitp ching

to1.”
Thanh that ma néi thi chuyén nay that phién. Theé nhung, néu t6i bo di
lic nay thi th& nao cling bi Rose Mary ch& nhao thanh con ngéc ki€u nhw
“Qua nhién, co ta trdn ma't roi! Toi da néi ma, mot con nhoc nghiép dw dot
nhién nhay ra thi dit c6 c& géng ciach may ciing khong thé hoan thanh cdng
viéc chzatng ma’y ngot ngao gi ctia mot thi€u nwr [am rwou nho dau!”

U hu h.



“..U h?”, dot nhién t6i chot nhé ra, “Nay, trudng thon, cdi chai ma
ong dang cam theo ra't can trong d6 r6t cudc ban chay dé€n mirc nao vay?”

Nghe vy, tredng thon xoa nhe nhe 1€n céi chai va néi:

“Béan chay 1m. Lam #n phdt dat d&n mtc gan nhw tA't ca reou cla lang
bén d6 ban ra déu la reoru cua Rose Mary lam ra.”

“Ta't cd...sa0?”

Nghia la tr sdng dén t6i déu phai gidm nho ha?

O hay.

Cai nay sao c6 thé? C6 chuit ky quai qua roi.
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T6i suy nghi mot chdt va ndi lai voi tredng thon.

“Trwdng thon, gio’ gidi lao 1a d&n lic nao vay?”

Sau d6, t6i vAn mic nguyén trang phuc cia cdc ¢d gai lam rwowu, chi x4
thém giay r'6i ra khdi nha tredng thdn, chay tdi lang bén kia. C6 mot viéc
to1 tha’y c¢6 ra't nhi€u nghi van.

Tai sao dé&n tin gio' van khong ¢6 ai trong lang bén nay nhan ra diéu dé,
b&i vi ho bi ltra bdi mot manh khée don gian dé€n khdng sao twdng dworc.

To6i bam theo nhitng d4u bdnh xe van con lwu lai trén dwong va chay
vao trong lang bén kia.

Mot trong nhirng nghi van xud't phét tte nhirng banh xe nay.

Rose Mary str dung khdng bié€t bao nhiéu la chang trai di cing minh ban
riegru, nhung mot ngweoi phu trach gidm nho lam rwou nhw ¢ Ay lai rdnh
rang giip do ban hang vady sao? N&u ndi ta't ca rwou clia lang bén kia déu
la san pham do c0 ta lam ra thi that quai la.

D¢ san xuad't di reou nho cho cd mot ngdi lang thi phai giAm bao nhiéu
nho m&i di chr? Phai tdn bao nhi€u thoi gian méi 1am hét n6i? Vay ma ¢
ta van c6 thoi gian rdnh d€ di gitp ban hang sao? Hay néi cach khéc, chi c6
mot than mdt minh san xua't regru nho 1a viéc ba't kha thi, ding ha?
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Tirc 1a, don gidn ma nai thi.



“Phu phw phu... Nao, nhanh nhanh lam viéc cho ta di, o dan don kia!
Céc ngroi mudn ban rwgru nho ¢6 dédn nhan cia ta ding khdng nao? Nhanh
nao!”

Pau bén kia cia nhirng dd'u banh xe 1a mdt toa nha 1on. Ngay 167 vao la
nhirng anh chang cwong trang dang gitr ctra nén tdi “HO bi€n” mot ti€ng,
khién cho ho chim vao gidc ngd va nhe nhang mé ctra ra. Tw bén trong
lodng thodng vong ra giong ciia Rose Mary. C6 ta khoanh tay, mét tay dung
dwa ly rworu vang va thong tha ng'6i nghi trén ghé’.

Gidng hét v&i hinh anh ma toi twdng twong.

“... Qua nhién.”

Co ta, khong phai 1a ¢o gdi 1am reou vang. Ciing khong hé gidm nho d¢
lam rweoru gi hét. Vay thi ai 1a ngeoi da san xud't regru nho?

“Do6 ta! D6 ho! D6 ta! D6 ho! D6 ta! D6 ho!”

Cau tra loi vo cuing don gian. Nhin mot céi ¢6 the hi€u ra ngay. Chinh 1a
nhirng chang trai cwong trang kéo xe va vay xung quanh cd ta dang lam
viéc gidm gidm & ngay d6. Nhitng anh chang déu m6 hoi nhw sudi va van
dang co gdng gidm ndt nho 1am rwou. PAy chinh Ia sy that vi sao reou nho
ctia Rose Mary c¢6 th€ san xudt dwoe voi sd lwong 1om. N6i cach khac, co
ta lam gid noi san xuat.
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Pay chinh 1a mdt van dé li€én quan dén tranh chap.

“Khong phai! Chi ¢c6 hom nay thdi! Vi hom nay t6i thd'y khong duoc
khde! Moi khi t6i déu gidm gidm nho tr séng cho t&1i td1 ma!”

Sau khi dung day thung tréi lai ta't ca nhirng ngwoi d6, toi 16i ho ra con
dwong ngan gitra hai lang. Nhin thdy nhitng ngwoi do bi tréi, dan lang bén
nay doan gid dodn non xem chuyén gi da xay ra, ho vin dm nguyén sd nho
dang chuan bi cho viéc lam rwowu, tap trung lai day, con dan lang bén kia khi
nhin thd’y canh m&’y ngwoi Rose Mary bi tréi, trén mat ho it nhi€u hién 1én
s¢ hoang mang, cling 6m nho dang thu hoach lai day. Cé vé nhw dan lang
bén kia déu bi€t viéc reou nho cua Rose Mary la do nhirng chang trai cuc
kho lam ra.



“Trovi a... Vay 1a 10 r'oi sao?”

“That 1a... Bu6n ban t6t dé€n vay ma...”

“Nay, gio’ lam sao day?” Giong cuia ho lot vao tai toi.

“E hém!”, tdi diang hing mot ti€hg nhic nhé, 1dc 1ic ly rwou 13y tr
trong tay Rose Mary, thd dai mot hoi khi ngri thdy mui regu ngot ngao
bay 1én.

“Th& nhwng, Rose Mary, viéc mot minh c¢6 lam ra ta't ca regru cua lang
bén kia von di da rﬁ/’t ky %a roi. S6" lwong hoan toan khdng khép, ma néu
nhw vay that cd chac chan s€ khong c6 thoi gian ranh d€ ma gidp ban
reou.”

“Khong... Chuyén dé 13, néu ma... Céi nay...” Rose Mary 14p bép.

“Hon th& nira, Rose Mary. C6 van ludn udng ngon lanh rwou nho do
nhirng chang trai nay ra stec lam ding khong? Chang 1€ c6 khong cam thay
toi 101 hay khong thoai mai gi sao?”

“A, dau c6 sao. D6 déu 1a rieou ma tdi da 1am ra trede day ra't 1au ma.”

“P-6 I-a, t-r-w-o-c d-a-y r-a-t 1-a-u 4?”

“Tiéu roi...”

Che gid'u that 1a tot.

To1 khé dwa ly reoru nho 1€n mi€ng.

“Thé" 1a thé nao?! Chealng 1€ 1a vay! C6! Ruou nho ciia Rose Mary do!
TA't cd déu la do nhitng anh chang khde manh cwong trang nay giim giim
sao?!”

Tredng thon lang bén nay gidn dir gao 1€n. Ho'i cham mdt chiit, nhirng
dan lang khac cling Tan lwot kéu 1én. Ring dong nhanh chéng lan truyén téoi
ta't ca dan lang bén nay.

“Chét tiét... Gid mao noi san xudt thi sao ch? Mét 1t dan 6ng phién
phtrc!”, Rose Mary IAm bam.

“Nay, ching to6i nghe thd’y hét d6! C6 cho ring ching tdi déu la ké
ngoc hét sao?”

“Hr... RG rang 1a ngwoi hAm md cda tdi con to ve...”

“Chuyén d6 va chuyén nay la hoan toan khac nhau! Vén di do nho
dworec Rose Mary giam giam nén ching t6i m&i mua rwou cltia lang bén



kia!”

“That ghé todm.”

To61 dOng .

Th& nhung c6 vé tredng thdon khdng cho 1a vay, mat 6ng do 1én nhw say
QU va git.

“Ghé tém chd nao chit! Pirng ¢6 dua v&i ching t6i!”

Ong cwép 147y nho ma déan lang dirng gan d6 dang 6m va ném thang vao
cd ta. Gan ntra s6 nho bay di dip thang vao ngwoi Rose Mary, mot s§' it
khong tring ¢6 ta thi ddp vao ngwoi nhirng anh chang géan do, cling ¢6 mot
s tring vao ngwoi toi, niwde nho ving tung tde.

Vi Rose Mary bi nwéd'c qua dinh wét nhep, thé 1a ngon 1ra tirc gidn cia
ngudi dan lang bén kia bit dau boc 1én.

“Ong gia kia! Ong 1am gi Rose Mary cfia chiing toi the ha?”

“Purng c6 dua, lao gia!”

“Pi chét di!”

Dan lang bén kia cling bit dau ném nho vé phia dan lang bén ndy gidng
nhw tredng thon vira méi lam. Thé 1a moi chuyén loan cao cao ca 1én. Rose
Mary dang bi tréi, tdi, va nhirng anh chang cwong trang dang & chinh gitra
con dwong bi ket lai trong tran au da ném nho gitra lang bén kia va lang bén
nay.

Bon ho chic chin dang nhim viao lang doi phwong.

Thé& nhwng, nhirng qua nho d6 lai trec dién tring vao may nguoi dang
ket & gitra la chuing t6i day, lam ching t6i bi dinh nhoe nhoét hét ca.
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Tai sao t0i lai bi cudn vao céi chuyén nay co’ chir?
T6i Tan nra dwa ly regru nho 1én miéng. That ngon.
“Lam sao bay gio’? Chuyén nay...”
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Dan déan, ca ngudi ching t6i déu wdt nhep toan nwéc nho. Sy cdu git
ct khong ngirng lan rong ra, cudi cing i chdng them quan tam hay kiéng
de gi nra. Médu néng don 1én ndo, d€n khi t6i phét hién thi ban than da 18y
ra diia phép roi. Chang hi€u sao lai cam thay c6 chit néng nay, khong 1€ toi
say roi sao?



“Htrc... U phuw phu. That 1a... MAy nguoi nhé, cho t6i 1a @6 ngdc that
ha?”

Dut 10, tdi vung diia 1én.

Bing tat cd sitc manh cta minh, t6i gia t&c nhitng qua nho trong tay
minh l1&€n gip vai Ian, va ném tra lai. T6i c li€n tuc ndc regru va khi€n cho
ca lang bén nay 14an lang bén kia déu dinh bé b&t nho 12 nho. Khong nhitng
th&’, nhirtng qua nho ma t6i ném tra dé con bi phlut phép nén khong khac gi
dan tac ca.

“Haha! A ha ha ha ha ha ha ha! A ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!!!”

Xem nao, nguoi dang tdn cong dan lang khong khoan nhwong, lai con
ca't ti€ng cwoi nhw mdt dc quy do6 r6t cudce 1a ai the?

Cac ban khong nham dau, 1a t61 do.

N6i vay thoi.

Chrr t6i cling chi nghe nguoi ta k€ lai 1a t6i c6 gy ra sy viéc nhw vay &
lang d6, chit that sw thi to6i hoan toan ching nh& gi vé viéc Ay ca. Nhung
noi di ndi lai, c6 vé ding la c6 chuyén dé that. Khi tinh lai b&i con dau dau,
t6i thA'y minh dang nim duwdi bau troi xanh ddy néng, ldc ng'di ddy di tha'y
ngudi dan hai lang toan than dinh day nho dang nim bt tinh va Rose Mary
nrdc mit dAm dia dang 14m bam “T6i xin 18i” nhrr mé sang.

Hoi thdm c6 géi vAn dang s¢ hai d6, toi mdi biét minh da gy ra chuyén
gi. That ra 13, ky rc sau cling ma t6i con nh¢ dwoc 1a da dAn miy nguoi
Rose Mary ra khdi toa nha no, va khi tinh lai thi thd'y minh dang nim ngtra
nhin 1én troi, nhing xem xét tinh trang hién tai thi qua that da c6 mot tran
au da ném nho xay ra.

“U'... Pau dau mudn nirt ludn.”

T6i @n an cdi dau dau nhirc va dieng 1én, bwde chan loang choang di
dén nha tredng thon.

Phdi chju dung com dau thé ndy ma di gidm nho thi chiu sao noi day.
Ma khong, td't ca dan lang déu dang ngdt xiu voi ddy nho bé bét trén
nguwoi, vay thi dau con 1i do gi d€ toi di gidm nho ntra. Tai vi c¢6 cdn nho
nira dau. Ta't cd déu vung vai, be bét trén da't hét ca.

Trong lic hdu hét td't ca moi ngwoi con dang hon mé, trix Rose Mary,
tot hon hé€t to1 nhanh chu'on di thi hon.



C6 1€ do toi ghét phai giAm nho hét T4n nay t¢i TAn khdc, nén mdi giy
ra chuyén th& nay, nhwng béi vi dau qua dau, nén toi chgng thé€ nao nho ra
dworc.

Ma thoéi, diéu dang mung 1a t6i khong can phai lam ma’y chuyén phién
phtrc d6 nira.

“Pau dau qua.”

Sau khi thay d6 & nha tredng thon xong, t6i mang theo mot tA'm than
toan mui nho ma cwdi 1€n choi bay di. Trai nghiém lan dau ti€én udng rwou
cta toi cudi cung chi con sét lai con dau dau khing khi€p va nhirng ky trc
mo’ h'6.

“Tw d6 vé sau, ctr vao khoang thoi gian nay hang nam, lang ching ta
déu t0 chirc sy kién ném nho.”

“E, 6ng oii. Sao chuyén lai thanh nhw vay a?”

Ong ldo tiép tuc k& cho cdu bé dang khéng sao 1y gidi dwoc chuyén gi
xay ra.

“B&i vi khong ngo’ viéc ném nho khi d6 lai thi vi d&€n vay. Vi thé lang
ching ta m&i quy€t dinh, hang ndm, cr vao mua thu hoach, chiing ta s€ lai
lam nhu vay, d& xa b6t dp luc, cing thiang. Lam nhw vy riét, khong hidu vi
sa0 mua mang cua ching ta cang thém bdi thu, nang suat san xua't ciing
tang 1€n dang k&.”

“HE...”, cau bé gat gu, roi lai ngheo dau hdi, “A, 6ng oi. Rose Mary
xud't hién trong cau chuyén ay...”

“Um. Chinh la Rose Mary chuyén giAm nho clia lang bén kia d6. Tt sau
sw kién Tan do, cd &y 1i€n cham chi, thanh that 1am viéc. Thanh mdt cd gai
ngoan.”

“Dén bay gio’ van con ddm nhiém vai tro trinh nit ché bi€n rwou vang
iy a7

~

“Um 1)
“Nhung c6 &y cling phai hon ba mwoi tuoi roi ong ha?”
“Pa thyc sy tredng thanh roi.”
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That khong th€ kim dwoc nuedc mét cho hién thwc bj thdm cta Rose
Mary.

“Thé& nén, thit ddng ming rang nim nay sy kién thwong nién nay cia
lang ching ta s& dén chao nam th muwoi.”.

Céu bé gat dau.

“A ma ong o1, chai reou vang dng vin 6m trén tay d6 1 sao thé a?”,
cau bé nghiéng dau hoi.

N6 khéc v&i cdi chai da dwoe ong 130 6m trong ciu chuyén vira dwgc
ke,

Trén nhan dan v&i cac dong chir nhu:

“Rwou nho theong hang cta lang bén nay.”

“Ruroru dwore 1am nén twe sy cam thl va cdu kinh cda t6i.”

“Noi san xua't: Phu thay tro tan, ¢6 Elaina.”

Va hinh 4nh mdt thi€u ni dang giAm nho vé&i nu cweei ddy Am trAm, u
am.

“Céi nay sao? Cdi nay, chinh la reo'u nho dwoe nir phu thay tao ra trong
ciu chuyén 6ng vwra k€ d6.”

“Nhwng 6ng lai khong uéng ngum nao cad.”

“Um. B&i vi 6ng tiéc.”

Vé ngoai dang yéu voi nu ceoi ddy bung xau xa. Cung v&i hinh anh
that dwore chup khi ¢d dang gidm nho, khién cho nhitng chai rweoru nay, di
bi hét gid cao d&€n ngd ngan, thi vin c6 ngwdi mua.

K&t cuc la rworu nho cua niv phu thiy tro tan Elaina dwoc coi nhw loai
reou nho thwong hang, va chdy hang trong chép mét. B&i luyén tigc, nén
tredng thon da 1én mua mdt chai. Va cho tdi bay gio, tredng thdn cling
khong h€ u6ng mdt chit nao ma ludn 6m né day quy trong. Gan nhw coi né
thanh @6 gia bao cua gia dinh minh.

Nhan tién, loai rirou nho da chdy hang trong ché'p mét dé, hién tai da
tré thanh loai regru nho trong truyén thuyét chi dworc ban voi sd lwgng gidi
han, va con dwgc giao dich v&i gia ca khong twedng mot cach cu'dng nhiét.



Chuwong 5
Chuyén Xuva: Thay khon 16i, trd thong minh

‘téi la Elaina. N@ phu thiy tap sy Elaina!

Hién tai toi dang cung sinh hoat v&i thdy hwedng dan cda toi, cd Frann,
va ngay ngay tich ldy trau d6i kié€n thirc d€ tréd thanh mét nix phu thiy thye
thu.

Théy ciia toi dwoe goi 14 Phil thily Anh Sao, 12 mdt trong nhirng nguoi
c6 danh vong cyce ki cao! C6 ¢6 mdi téc dai den nhw bau troi dém, 14 lanh
xinh dep khi tim minh dudi 4nh sdng, 4nh mét hién tr va con ngudi ciing
hién te hét nhw vy, c6 day tdi phép thuat. Nhitng ngwoi dwoe goi 1a tdt
tinh that ra 1a bdi mot, ho khong c¢6 tai nang gi noi trdi, va hai, ho chinh la
nhitng ké ngd'c. Nhung trong treong hop thdy hwdng dan cha toi thi hoan
toan khac. Mot con ngwoi tuyét voi, hoan my v khuyét, khong ai ¢ th€
bt bé 16i nao. Pwgc mot ngwdi nhw vay day db, hudng din, nén toi dwong
nhién cling 1a mét ngwoi hoan my r'oi!

A that ra thi t6i n6i dua dé.

Hau hét nhirng chuyén veé thay cua t6i déu la gia.

13 29

Puoc roi, khong dong dai thém ntra. D€ t6i twe tww k€ lai cho cac ban
nghe cau chuyén that.

Sw that 1a cai ngwoi ma t6i goi la thdy d6 sudt ngay tr6n viéc, bong dua,
thinh thoang, giong nhw hdm nay, s€ héi tham tdi, “Elaina, em dang lam gi
th&? O? Ché tao loai thudc mdi sao? Hé hé... Gidi 18m. Em that chim chi”
hay gi gi d6, td ra kinh ngac, nhwng ldc ban nghi c6 &y s€ cho ban 1o
khuyén thi c6 chi bd lai mot cau “C& ging 1én nhé!” r'oi ti€p tuc chii dau
vao doc sach. Lic dau khi m&i theo hoc, tdi qua thwe da bi Itra bdi dang vé



gid bd d& cho hoc sinh tw do phdt trién &y, tham chi toi da ting nghi, “A, 1a
vay s;ao? C6 muon thir thach tinh tw chd cia minh phéi khong? Minh phai
cd gang 1én”, nhung sy that 1a cd &y chéng/qua chi dwgrc b6" me t6i nho va
thyc hién chrong trinh gido duc nghiém khdc cho t61 thoi.

Sau khi t6i phat hién ra sy that, thdy t6i da 'ng x& nhw thé nao thi...

“Elaina. P& ta xem em tu luyén dén dau r'6i.”

Vwa néi, ¢c6 via chi day phép thuat cho t6i, d6 cling binh thwong.
Nhung ciing ¢6 luc.

“Elaina. D€ ta xem em... tu... A, beom bud'm... U phu phu...”

Sau d6 dudi theo va di dau ma't dang.

Hoac cling ¢6 khi 0n ao, “Elaina, ta d6i roi” cac ki€u, khién t6i nhi€u
Tan phat cau.

N6i tém lai, thay ctia t6i &y ma, n€u ndi td't mot chiit thi cd thé’ xem nhw
dinh nghia cta cum tr “tw do phong khoang”, con néi theo nghia xau thi
chinh 1a mot ké than kinh tho, dau 6c don gian.

“Cu thé’'la em dang ché& tao loai thudc gi vay?”

Valai con dong bong ntra.

C6 Frann bat thinh linh ngé dau qua bén canh t6i, nhin chdm cham vao
dong tai li€u ngon ngang trén ban cung mdt chi€c binh nhd cé dwng dung
dich mau xanh bién.
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Luo6n ludn, lic nao ciing vay hét, tdi bi xoay nhw chong chong boi sy
dong béng cia co AYy.

“Pay 1a ‘“Thudc thoi hdon vao d6 vat’. Puorc tao ra khi em dang nghién
ctru chung chung.”

“Thoi h'on vao d6 vat...? Thé tom lai 1a n6 c¢6 cong dung gi?”

“Néu nhd cha't 1dng trong binh nay 1én d6 vat thi d6 vat d6 cé the néi
chuyén dwgrc. Em ciing da thi nghiém thanh cong ro6i.”

Vi duy khi t6i nho cha't 1ong nay lén trén mot cai buit, cdi but d6 kéu 1€n
voi toi, “Cam on cd ldc nao cling st dung t6i nhé!”, khi toi thir nhd 1én
chié€c gié lau thi lai nghe n6é n6i mot chuyén khong ngo t&i, “Khong dau,
that ra tdi khong phai gié lau, tdi 12 khiin tim. Gio tdi bi bAh mat roi...”



A, khi t6i nhd 18n cdi ban chai thi né ciing rén h htr, “Ban chai ban
qua...”

Ma thoi ké.

Tém lai 1a t6i da thanh c6ng trong viéc ché tao ra loai thudc tuyét voi
gidp con nguoi ¢6 the giao ti€p voi d6 vat.

Tuy chi 12 sdn pham ngiu nhién dwoc tao ra, nhung khong nghi ngo' sé
la thir hang hoa ki€m tra tién.

“Qua tuyét!” Co im lang mot chdt va tiép loi bﬁng mot chuyén ky la,
“N6i m&i nhé, Elaina, that ra c6 mot ngdi lang & gan day dang gip ric rdi
vi khong th€' néi chuyén voi @6 vat.”

“HE?” That 1a mot viée ric roi.

Nhung vi sao ho lai gip ric rdi khi khong th€ néi chuyén véi &6 vat
ch? Toi nha't dinh phai gdp dwong sw d€ hdi cho rd md&i dworce.

“Ma hon nira, n€u lam cho ho néi chuyén dwgc voi @6 vat thi dan lang
s€ lam banh tang chung ta d6.”

“Hé&??” Chéc chin khong c6 1o néi d&i nao vung vé hon thé nay duoc
nura.

“The&” nén, Elaina. Em dwa c6 muon lo thu6c d6 mdt ngay duoc
khong?”

“Co muon lam gi a?”

“Con lam gi nira? C6 s€ di 18y banh mi ngon tuyét dinh v€ cho em.”

“......0 D&1 trd t& hai, mit t6i nhin hét ca lai.

“Hay 1a ¢6 n6i cho em dia di€m ctia lang d6 di. Em s€ ty minh t&i va tw
minh 12y banh ve.”

“Khong dwoc dau. Ngwoi dan lang d6 khong tin ai ngoai ¢ ca.”

“E? Vin con c¢6 ngudi khac ngoai em tin c6 &y ha?”

“Qua dang.”

Khong qua dang chit nao dau.

Tw lic tdi quen biét cb tdi gio’ cling gan mot ndm r'oi, thé nén dai khai
cd dang dinh 1am gi, tdi c6 th€ dodn dwgre. Chic chin co s& t&i may ngdi
lang quanh day va ban thud'c cta toi v&i gid cao. Sau d6 thu dwgc mot dong
tién 1ai va di mua banh mi.



Mot k& hoach khon 16i.
“Thoi nao, Elaina. D€ c6 1am cho. Néu cd di thi c6 the mang vé that
nhi€u, that nhiéu banh mi ngon.”
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Thé& nhwng, du hi€u nhw di gudc trong bung ngwoi thdy cda tdi dang
nghi gi, thi to1 cling khong c¢6 ¥ dinh vach tran n6, cing khong dinh lanh
lung ttr ch6i d€ nghi cia c6. B&i nhw vay ra't phién, hon nira chuyén c6 the
nao thi cling khong thay doi dwoc sy that 1a ¢6 Frann da cat cong di toi
may lang xung quanh d€ mua banh mi cho t6i. Hanh ddng nay v&i mot
ngwoi dwore xay deng véi hinh twong tw do phong khoang phai néi la vo
cung hi€m c6.

“Moi ¢6...”

Vay nén toi da dwa cdi binh séng sanh chat 1dng mau xanh bién cho co.

Va.

Cho dén chiéu t6i ngay hom do.
“Co veé roi day, Elaina.”

Co6 Frann tro lai.

2

“Véang. Mung co da v...¢...

Cadi quai gi vay? Sao c6 Frann chi mang vé ¢6 mot 6 banh mi? Lai con
12 loai 4n 1ién? Hon nita con ngudi ngit nita? Ngon chd nao chit!

T6i da h'di hdp, hao hirng cho doii nhirng chié€c banh mi that ngon dwoc
mang Ve, vady ma sao lai thanh ra nhu theé nay?

“Xin 161, Elaina. B&i ¢6 nhiéu chuyén xdy ra nén ta chi mua dwgc the
nay thoi. Ma s& thud'c cia em cling dung hét ma't roi.”

“...Ham”

Viwra dép, t6i vira nhan lai cdi binh tw tay co.

Qua nhién, da gan nhw hé€t sach. Chi con mdt chit dinh lai da lam day
chié€c binh hoi hoi d6i mau. Th& nhwng nhirng diéu c¢6 ndi, nghe th& nao
cling thd’y quai quéi. Néu nhin ky s€ thi’y trén mép ¢6 van cdn dinh lai vun
banh mi. Ca nguoi ciing toan mui thom ctia banh. Téi thit ¢c6 ¥ mubén chat
van lai.



“O nay, Elaina. Em dang nghi ngo ¢6 sao? C6 khong néi doi dau. That
sw, that sy 1a ¢ chi nhan dwgc ¢6 loai banh nay thoi.”

“Vay nhiéu chuyén xdy ra d6 l1a gi?”

“Cai nay ta khong né6i dworc.”

“Vay tai sao c0 lai dung hét ca lo thudc?”

“Cai nay cting do nhi€u chuyén xay ra...”

Cum “nhiéu chuyén xay ra” nay ciing tién loi qua roi do.

Thé nhung, that s qua dé dodn dwgc c6 dang néi doi. B&i vi ca toi, ca
cd déu gidng nhau. Ngay ca cach néi doi cling hoan toan gidng nhau.

Co 1€ do thoi gian dai & cung nhau cling nén?
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Ma, sao cling dworc.

Viéc ¢cd gidng vi toi, ngay ldc t6i dwa chi€c binh cho ¢6 thi da rd. Va
vi da biét hét ca nén tdi cling khdong ngdc d&€n mirc khong c6 ddi sach
chuan bi cho tinh huéng sé xay ra.

Thé nén, diy 1a lic d€ toi thu lai céi by da gidng.

Tbi 14c nhe binh nhd trong tay va hdi, “Binh nhd, binh nhd. Trong liic
ma ta khong nhin thdy, c6 Frann da 1am nhirng gi thé?”

Pap lai cau hdi cua t6i, binh nho tra 1.

“Chi gai thdn mé&n, nkr phu thdy nay da doi sd thudc trong nguoi t6i 187y
mot legng 1on banh mi. Va, trén dwong vé, ¢6 ta vira Tdm bam ‘An mét cdi
thoi chic khong sao dau...’, va cit nhu the, c6 ta vira nhai nhai cin cén hét
muoi cdi banh 1ién.”

“That sao?”

“That. Co ta that 1a mot ngwoi chealng ra gi.”

To61 gat dau dong y.

Binh nho nay ciing 1a @6 vat. Vi n6 dung thudc bén trong, nén n6 c6 the
noi chuyén. Chinh 1a nhw vy do.

“Thé&’, thwa c6? C6 ¢6 gi mudn ndi véi em khong a?”

Th& nhung, c6 Frann dau I&m t&m mo6 hoi, ra vé vé cung khoé chiu
nhdm chit mét lai. Va khong hé néi gi nita v&i téi cd. Clr nhw ¢6 da bién



thanh @6 vat ludn roéi 8y. N&u nho cha't 1dong ma thuit nay 1én nguwoi co, thi
liéu ¢6 c6 the' ndi gi d6 khong nhi?



Chuong 6
Banh keo va lix khach “linh mé”

A

;Z\m thanh clia kén trumpet va dan c-co6c-dé-0ong ngan vang gitra
quang treong cda thanh phd nhdn nhip. B4 qua sy vo tAm clia moi nguoi
xung quanh, 4m thanh vin vang 1én, tya nhw v& vun, tya nhwe go thét.
Hodc 1a ndéi, nhrng am thanh am 1 chi dang ch'dong chéo 1én nhau. Theo
hwdong 4m thanh, phia d6i dién con dwong 1én dang tap nidp ngwoi mua ké
ban, nhitng nghé si dwong phd nd nu cwdi 14’y 1ong véi mdi ngwdi di qua,
thinh thodng, ho tha 1dng vé mat cia minh va cidi dau nhin thung dgng nhac
cu dwdi chin. Trong thung dung nhac cu dang mé to miéng huwdng 1én bau
troi trong xanh &y chi ¢ vai dong xu 18.

“Oap....”

T6i ng'6i xudng ghé” da ven dwong, danh mdt cai ngap that dai. Khung
canh con phd v&i nhitng toa nha son tring ti€p ndi nhau ra't dep, chi don
gian di tho than quanh day thoi ban ciing sé thd'y né that thd vi. Tuy ti€ng
nhac cu c vang 1én the thé tao nén am thanh 6n a0, ndo nhiét khong ma’y
pht hgp v&i khung canh nay, nhwng ciing khong van dé gi.

Pa't nwdc nay von noi ti€ng 1a mot qudc gia giau ¢ voi tang 1op
thwong Iwu chi€m da s6, va ngoai trir quang trieong tai day thi & nhirng noi
khac déu dwoe bao boc trong bau khong khi binh lang. Thém vao d6, ting
top binh si thwong xuyén di tuan doc nhirng con phd khié€n cho bau khong
khi ¢6 d6i lic kha phd treong, co' ma trir viéc d6 ra thi nhirng con phd’ that
sy chim trong yén lang.

Néu n6i tai sao & quang treong lai 6n a0, nao nhiét nhw vay, thi la vi &
day tip trung rat nhiéu ngwoi t nhirng noi khac dén. Noi diy 1a mot dat
nudc tuyét voi dwgee nguoi ta quen goi voi cdi tén “dat nwdc banh keo”.
Va thyc t€, & quang treong thanh phd’ 1a nhirng ctva hang chuyén d'6 ngot,



trng can ndi ti€p nhau, budn ban nao la banh ma-ca-ron, nao la s6-c6-la, ca
banh waffle cac ki€u. Banh keo noi day noi ti€ng ca ¢ nhirng vung khac,
vay nén ra't nhi€u thwong nhan, 1 khach, va ca du khach tw nhiéu noi déu
tap trung vé, mua dud loai banh keo. Cé ngwoi mua d€ mang di ban lai, cling
cé ngwoi mua d€ an.

“Phw nhv phu phu...”

T6i nhin xudng chd bén canh trén ghé& dd, & d6 12 mot cdi tdi day ip
banh keo. T6i da tiéu gan hét tdi tién cia minh d€ mua chd banh keo nay.

Chfmg bi€t ¢6 phai d€ phuc vu riéng khach du lich khdng ma gid cta
nhirng thr nay cao dé€n khong twdng, thé” nhung danh gid vé chiing thi ciing
teong tw, da cao roi lai cang cao. C6 vé nhw gid cang cao, d6 lai cang
ngon. Tuy day ciling chi l1a chuyén t6i nghe dwoc, nhwng lai ¢6 kha kha
nhirng nhan xét ki€u nhw: nhirng loai banh keo dwgrc lam tr mot lwong 1om
nguyén li€u chat lwgng cao, chung gan nhw tan ngay trong mi€ng, va xul't
phét tir suy nghi “P'd dit tién thi dwong nhién phdi ngon r6i”, nén toi da
mua ra't nhiéu, mong la nhirng ngwoi d6 khdng thoi ph'dong qua mic.

“Chi oi! Giay cua chi hinh nhw bi ban nay! P& em danh giay cho chi
nhé?”

Mot noi tap trung déng ngwoi nwde ngoai cling dong nghia 1a noi tu
tap cda nhirng “anh ban nho” ky la mudn ki€m it tién 1€ ki€u th& nay. The
nhung dirng nghi dé thyc hién nhw vay. Trong nhirng trrong hop thé nay,
t6i chi ¢4n gio’ ra cho d61 phrong xem céi vi tréng khong (dwoc thil sén),
va thwong d61 phwong s€ di mat ma khong can phai néi nhiéu 1.

“Xin 106i nhé.”

Tang kéem thém mot cau nira k€t qua lai cang ro rét.

“Xi...”

Tuy thinh thodng, dui tdi di lich sy d&n vdy nhwng van c6 vai dira vo 1&
ma chdc lwoi lai. T6t nha't chd may nén bi€n thanh tro di.
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Du la thanh phd” dwgrc bao boc bai sy giau ¢6, thi & da't nwde nay cling
van con khong it nhirtng con nguwdi sdng trong déi khd ngay qua ngay. Cach
biét giau ngheo khong phai la khdng ¢o.



Lan gitra sy 0n 20 n4o nhiét 12 béng déng nhirng dira tré vira di qua di
lai vira ¢ géing ban chiit hoa qua da héo. Chiing mic trén minh bd quian 4o
rach rwdi, trén cO con treo bang quang cdo “Hoa qua cao cdp, mot trai mot
d6ng vang”. Ca ciu nhéc danh gidy ciing dang d6. R6 rang nhin chiing van
chua t&i tudi ¢6 the lao dong, vy ma... O’ d6 ciing c¢6 ca nhimg nghé si
duwong phd dang ¢ ging kéo ra nhitng Am thanh méo mé. Nhac cu cta ho
cling da cii nat t&i mirc khdong phat ra noi Am diéu rd rang nao.

Noi ddy vira 1a noi ki€m s6ng cia nhirng nguoi toe noi khac dé€n, dong
thoi cling 1a noi ki€m s6ng chia ting 16p ngheo kho tai da't nwdre nay.
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Thé& nhwng, hdu hét nhirng ngwoi t noi khac dé€n déu lya chon khong
nhin d&n ho. Mot s& khac thi vé mét nhw gdp phai xdi quay xua duoi ho di.
Ho hoan toan bi moi ngwoi loai ra khdi tdm nhin. Tuy thét lanh lung, nhung
thwong thi ngwoi ta déu sé lam nhw vdy. Pdi véi nhitng nguoi twe noi xa téi
da qud quen v&i viée di qua rad't nhiéu noi, thi sy dong cdm v&i nhirng s6
phan dang thwong cling sé it dan di.

b

“Hum...’

Thé& nén, khi ¢6 mot 1ir khach “linh m&i” dén, ban s€ 14p tirc nhén ra
ngay.

“Kyaaaa!!! Am thanh m&i tuyét voi 1am sao! Am thanh nghe nhu v&
vun nay chinh la diéu tuyét vori nhat! N6 khién trdi tim trong 1'6ng nguec ta
rung dong hon bat ky thi Am nhac nao dang thinh hanh trén thé&” gi¢i! Ta
that sy ra't xuc dong!”

Mot cd gdi dang dirng tredc mat nhirng nghé si dwong phd” dang vira
nhay nhét vira méc vi 18y nhitng dong tién vang ra. C6 mac mot bd d6
gothic ryc ro hi€m thdYy, trén leng 1a moét chi€c ba 16 nau, ddi mi n'di voi
mai téc mau vang kim. Mot c6 gdi ky la khi ty xwng minh bang “ta”.

Chéc chdn c6 &y 1a mot “linh méi”, va chinh xdc 14 dang di ting budc
mot theo ding cai caich mdt tén linh mdi sé lam.

Pau tién gip nhirng nghé si dwong phd nén c6 &y dwa tién cho ho.
Nhitng ké du hanh con 1a linh m&i nay khong quan tdm the &m nhac ho
dang nghe ra sao, chi ¢in ho nghe thay ti€ng nhac, ho ¢é quan niém rang
minh nha't dinh phai tra tién. Ma t6i cling da ting nhw vay.



“Troi 01! C6 bé nhd thé nay ma da phai lam viéc roi sao... Em that
diing cam! Mot dong tién vang mot trai ding khong? Vay chi 18y ta't nhé.”

Khi nhin thdy nhirng dira bé dang thwong ban hoa qua thi dwong nhién
cling rut tién ra mua.

Nhirng “linh m&i” & tred'c mét bon tré dang thwong ludén khi€n cho vat
gid bi€n dong nhanh chéng, ho ty minh tao nén mot vong xody lam phét, va
cudi cung thi cdi vi cua ho s€ ngay cang xep di, va tham chi la tr6ng khong.
Ma t6i cling da ting nhw vay.

“O? banh giay sao? Pung vay! Giay cuia ta ding la dang bi ban!”

Va dwong nhi€n, doi giay von khong can danh thi ho cling dong y
danh. Sy hweng phan khi dwoe téi thim mot ving da't méi khién cho con
ngwoi ta cam thdy nhieng viéc von khong can thié€t cling thanh can thiét.
Ma t6i cling da ting nhw vay...

B&i cam gidc d6, nhirng tay linh m&i s€ nhanh chéng tiéu sach s6" tién
minh dang c6. Quan niém vé gid cd mdt khi da bj nang 1én cao d&n mirc
dién cu'6ng, né€u ching khong d&n mét han mirc cham ddy thi nha't dinh sé
khong th€ tré lai binh thwong dworc.

Ma han mirc cda cd géi nay cling t&i kha nhanh.

“A? Hét sach tién roi... Vira ndy ro rang van con bao nhiéu co' ma?”

Thé& nhung, dit ¢6 d&€n han mirc d6 thi ¢d Ay van td vé khd binh than.

“Thoéi khong sao. Triedre tién cir di mot vong céac cira hang d€ mua banh
keo dd. A, bit dau tir ctra hang dang kia di. LAy cho ta cd hang nay. T4t ca
tw phai sang trai.”

Céc nhan vién ctra hang bi thai d6 cao ngao goi d6 cta c6 &y lam kinh
ngac, vira tron méit nhin vira 14y d'6 theo yéu ciu cta cd. Tong cdng 1a
“mudi dong tién vang”. Tdi nghe thay vay. DAt kinh hoang.

“Vang. Pay, giri anh.”

Co &y van v&i thai dd cao ngao nhw cii, than nhién dwa trd mwoi trai
hoa qua da héo lai cho nhin vién ctia hang. Ngwoi nhan vién dé da vo cung,
v6 cung kinh ngac, tir vé mat cfia anh ta ¢6 the nhin ra dwoc suy nghi “C6 ta
dang néi céi quai gi vay?”

“Anh khong hi€u 4? Ta vira ndy da mua chd hoa qua nay vé&i gid mwoi
d6ng tién vang. Thé nén chd ndy cé gia trj twong dwong mwoi dong tién



vang ding khong? Thé nén doi banh keo cho ta nao.”

“.....7 Nguwoi nhan vién d6 im lang trong chdc 1at. Va roi, chgng ma’y
chdc sau, ngudi dé gao 1én, “NGUY ROI!!! NU PHU THUY PO LAI
XUAT HIEN ROI! MOI NGUOT, MAU TOM LAY CO TA!”

Am thanh &Yy khién ti€ng nhac ngung bit, tiéhg trd chuyén ciing ngung
bat, tir trong cac ctra hang trén con phd mua sdm nay, nhitng dng bdc mic
d6 dau bép lao ra, phi thang vé hwdng cb gai.

“E? E & &7? Poi chit! Gi vay?! Dirng tay!”

C6 gai bi may ngwoi dan ong de sdp xudng da't, ma cd than mat tiép
xuc voi nén da lanh.

“May la nr phu thay dé ding khong?”

“Khong phai may lai dinh gié trd xau xa nhim pha hoai clra tiém clia
bon tao Ian ntra da'y chir?”

“Mudn dua al!l”

“Bon tao s€ khong chiu thua may dau!”

“Hé hé hé.... Co6 em nguoi ngon that day...”

“C0 em c¢6 mudn 18y than dén tdi vi dd nhuc ma ching to61 khong? HE
hé hé hé...”

“Hé he...”

“Hi hi hi...”

O nay. C6 gi d6 khong On roi.

“MAay nguroi lam cai gi vay ha? Ta chi mudn mua banh keo thdi ma!”

“Cam miéng!” Mot nhan vién ctra hang chay t&i va nhin xudng c6 ay
v&i anh mit hung dit. “Bon tao déu biét nhiéu ngay trrdc may da ding thi
doan ban thiu d€ pha hoai ctra hang ctia bon tao! L'an nay lai mudn dung
may thir trdi cay ré tién d€ trao doi sao? May nghi tao s€ d€ cho may lam
vay a? Bon tao phai trieng phat may!”

“Trwng phat cdi gi? My ngwoi mudn lam gi ha?”

“Hé hé... C4i d6 a...” TAm mdt clia nhirng t&n dan 6ng déu roi xudng bo
nguyc cua co.

C0 &y nhin xudng theo, va khi bi€t may tén d6 dang nhin vao dau, co
vé ¢0 gai da hi€u ra tinh hudng hién tai. Mat c6 dd lyng 1én va hét.



“Ta hi€u ro6i! May ngeoi mudn lam maYy tro dia bon xau xa voi ta
ding khong? Ngay bay gio’! Ngay & ddy ding khong?!”

“E? Ngay bay gio? Khong ddu khong dau.”

“Pwong nhién khong thé ngay bay gicr, ngay & diy dwoe. It nhat tui
nay van hi€u thwong thie”.

“Cho du bon tao ¢ bao nhiéu nguoi thi cling vay.”

“Hay dwng lai di! Ta ciing khong phai loai con gdi gidi may viéc d6
dau!”
“Loai con gai gidi maYy viéc do la sao?”
“C0 ta ndi cai gi the?”
“Khong 1€ cd ta bi ngdc ha?”
BAu khong khi ¢ vé da hoa hoan bot, thé” nhung tinh th€ ti€n thoai
leong nan caa cd géi cﬁng khong thay doi. Co gai bi nhirng ngwoi dan 6ng
khong ché’, tréi chit lai bang day thirng. Néu ctr d€ yén cho ho thi ¢6 gai sé
bi dan toi mdt cira hang nao d6 gan day va bi dam dan 6ng nay xam hai
ma't thoi.

Khong th€ nhin ndi nira.

Ngay lic do6, t6i dirng ddy, nhén mdt chi€c macaron mau vang bd vao
miéng va chay t&i gan dam nguoi do.

“Xin chdo. Moi ngudi dang gip ric rdi gi sao?”, toi néi v&i cdi miéng
van dang nhai nhdm nhoam.

Mot ngwoi trong s6” d6 quay déu lai nhin t6i, “Co 1a ai? L& khach sao?”.

To6i gat dau.

“Pung vay. T6i la n& pht thdly du hanh. Te d4u dén gior t6i da quan sat
moi chuyén tir gh&” d4 dang kia... C6 4y di 1am viéc gi x4u xa hay sao?”

“Pung vay. T nhi€u ngay trwedc, niv phu thiy nay lién tuc phd hoai hét
ctra hang nay sang ctra hang khac xung quanh day.”

“Viy sao?”

“C6 tin don 1a ngudi phu nit xdu xa &y ching bao gid trd mot dong
nao, ma dung nhirng thr trdbng nhw hoa qua gi dé6 vira mua d€ doi 18y banh
keo cda chung toi. Bing 1a mot ké ban thiu.”



“Th& a? Vay nén vi cd &y dinh ddi hoa qua d€ mua banh keo ma cic
ong bt cd &y ding khong?”

Tha’y t6i bi thuy€t phuc, c6 gdi téc vang hét 1én, “MAay ngwoi hi€u Tam
roi! Ta chi mudn ddi s6 hoa qua ta d3 mua bing mwdi dong tién vang d&
18y banh keo thoi!”

C0 noi dung!

“T6i cling thad'y canh d6. C6 &y that sy da mua hoa qua tw cd bé ban
hing rong v&i cdi gid trén troi, hon nita con ngd'c nghéch nghi rang c¢6 the
mua dwoc banh keo bang nhitng thi 4y. C6 4y khong phai 1 nit phu thity
dau, tham chi dau 6c cling khong da d€' 1am ra chuyén gi xau.”

“N6i vay ¢6 hoi qué dang khong da’y? Co nay...”

“Ma moi nguoi vira ndy ¢6 néi la “cé loi don” ding khdong? Khong cé
thong tin gi nhw vé ngoai ciia nir phu thily dé ra sao a?”

Lo di may 101 xen ngang ctia ¢6 gai, téi hoi nhirng ngwoi dan 6ng xung
quanh, “Hem..” ho [am bam va bit dau ban ludn mOm nim miéng muwoi.

“N6i dén thi, nir phu thily trng dé€n ctra hang cua t6i ¢6 vé nhd tudi hon
mot chut...”

“Ciing khong phai téc vang.”

“Hinh nhw 1a téc den thi phdi?”

“Nguc cling nhd hon thi phai.”

“Phong thdi cling c6 vé diém tinh hon ¢6 géi nay...” Ra vay, ra vdy.

“Vay ro rang khong phai roi dung khong? Nao, hdy tha ¢6 &y ra di. Néu
khong t6i s€ goi ngwoi dén do.”

That ra cling khong cén goi ntra, bdi vi da ¢6 kha déng ngwoi dang tap
trung lai ddy. Hién tai chinh la thoi gian dong dic nhét, trén mot quang
treong tAp ndp nguoi qua lai. Cudc tranh cai cia ching t6i du khong mong
mudn da thu hit sy chud y ctia kha nhiéu nguwoi, nhitng doan hoi thoai cling
bi ho nghe hét ca.

Nhin twr vi tri cda nhitng ngwoi khong hi€u ro sy tinh xung quanh thi
canh twong nay chinh xdc la canh mot todn dan 6ng khong chut t t& dang
bit git trdi phép mdt co gdi va mot nit phu thiy dang dirng ra ngin chin
chuyén d6. Nhirng thwong nhan t noi khac dé€n, nhirng ngeoi noi ti€ng va



du khéch t&i quang treong d€ mua banh keo déu nhin nhirng ngwoi dan
ong nay v&i anh mét lanh bang.

May ngwoi d6 4P Ung.

Ap ting mai cudi cling ho ciing nhan ra, ct thé nay thi tinh hinh hoan
toan khong hé chuyén bién t6t. Ho vdi vang thdo day tréi cho ¢6 géi, ra vé
nhrr minh chi 14 mdt nguwdi dirng din dang thanh that néi “Lan... L'4n sau
dirng c6 diing hoa qua nita, ma nhé mua &' bang tién nhé. Bigt chuwa ha?”,
roi x0 ddy nhau 14n vao trong ddm dong, tré vé cira hang ctia minh.

(13 29

Co gai mit ngdy ra, van khong hi€u chuyén gi vira xdy ra. C6 nhw mat
hét strc lwc, ngdi sup xudng, ngang dau 1é€n nhin t6i, “A... Cha la... Cdm on
co.”

“Khong c6 gi. Co tén 1a gi?”

Toi dwa tay ra, cd gai lwedng ly doi chit va ndm nhe 14Y.

“Sabine. Tén cua ta la Sabine.”

“O? Tbi 1a Elaina. Phu théty Tro Tan Elaina.”

Xin phép cit ngang mot chit. N phu thiy xau xa ma nhirng ngwoi dan
Ong ban ndy da bat tr6i Sabine vi tedng nham rdt cude 1a ai vay?

Cac ban khong nham dau, 1a t61 do.

“0? Xin 18i. Hinh nhu ta vira nghe nhm thi phai. Once more.”

N&u chia tay & day thi c6 chit dang ti€c, ma du th& nao tdi nghi cling
nén giai thich mot chit, nén toi va ¢d &y cling t&i mot quan ca phé nim
trong mot goc cta diy phd cidn ho 10ng 13y nhung cling ra't yén tinh, cich
xa khu quang treong thanh phd’, cing nhau nhap mot chut ca phé.

Puwong nhién 1a t6i moi.

B&i vi ¢d Ay bi nhAm thanh t6i va gip ric r&i vi tdi. Nén xem nhu toi
dang chudc 161 di.

Thé& nén, nhwr vira néi ldc ndy, ngeoi ma may tén d6 dang tim chinh 1a
toi. Nguwoi da quiy tung may ctra tiém banh keo d6 chinh Ia tdi. Nén... xin
16i ¢6. Do t0i ma...”



To6i that sy khong ngo 1a s€ ¢6 ngwoi dau 6¢ ngo’ ngan, mo' mong dén
ndi cho ring c¢6 the mua banh keo bing hoa qui. Piéu niy hoan toan nim
ngoai dy doan. Hon ntra, 16 rang Iic dwa hoa qua, toi ¢c6 dwa kém chiit tién
18 nra ma. Tai sao ho lai chi nhé ¢6 mdi hoa qua thoi chir?

“Tai sao cd lai lam chuyén nay? C6 khong cé tién d€ mua banh keo
sao?”

“C6 chir. Nhwng vi toi cam thdy khdng can thi€t phai chi tién nhw vay.
Nén da khong tra tién.”

“Gi! Co quéa kiéu ngao roi!”

“Khong dau! Khong dau! Nhw vay la con khiém ton roéi do.”

“Nhung chang phai o Ira ngwdi khac d€ mua dwoce @6 sao? Toi t&! Tai
sao ¢b ¢6 th€' ltra d&i ngwoi khac mét cach binh than nhw thé chk?”

To6i cwoi tham. Ping, ¢ hi€u dworc t6i r'oi day, Sabine.

T6i tr6n tranh dnh nhin cda cd &y va ndi,

“Chuyén d6... That ra né con lién quan d&€n mot cu chuyén ra't phirc
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“O, nhu thé' nao?”

“C0 mudn nghe that sao?”

tap.

“Ta muon biet.”

Vay thi vira ding ldc.

“Vay thi Sabine, ¢6 ¢6 thoi gian ch?”

“Ta la mot 1 khéach.”

“C6 nghia la...”

“Ta khong c6 gi ngoai thoi gian.”

“Ho6 ho.”

Hay néi tom lai 1a c6 thoi gian rdnh, nhwng khong ¢6 tién ding khong?
Vay thi cang dung lic.

Ra khéi tiém ca phé, hai ngwoi chiing toi cung cwoi choi bay 1én, veot
qua nhirng mai nha n6i lién nhau, ching tdi thd'y cong sau cta thanh phd.
Nguwoc lai v&i cong chinh 10ng 13y, xa hoa ma gi¢i thweong lwu yéu thich,



cong sau nay lai xua't hién qua gian di, chiéu rdng chi di cho mot chi€c xe
ngya di vira qua thoi. Toi tim ra noi nay vao ngay dau tién t&i noi day, khi
dang cwdi choi bay vong quanh d€ giét thoi gian.

“Nay, nhin di! Pang kia kia!”

Tho dau nhin xu6ng tw mai nha, ching t6i t&i vira ding lic thdy canh
ti€u thwong cua thanh phd” dang don xe ngua toi.

“Chao, t6i dori anh nay gio’. HOm nay anh va't va r'oi.”

Nguwoi thwong nhan khé chao lai va xudng xe, do nhirng bao d6 tw trén
xe xudng.

“Hang hom nay van vdy. Anh ki€m tra di, tdt cd déu 1a phu gia. Nhin
chung chiing t6i da kiém tra ky r'6i, khong c¢6 hang nao khong xai dwore.”

Tiéu thwong nhin vao cic bao do.

Hoa qua, bor, dwong, roi stra, bot mi, bot ca cao, chat ddy & d6 déu la
nhtrng nguyén liéu khong the’ thi€u dwoc khi lam banh.

“Po 1a céi gi vay?”, Sabine bén canh t6i quay dau hoi.

“Gi16ng nhur throng nhan d6 no6i. Chung la cac loai phu gia. Vi du trong
cong doan ché& bi€n n€u c6 thi€u gi do, ho sé cho thém vao, hodc khi hwong
vi khong ngon sé st dung thém...N6 1a cach d€ ho x& 1y nhirng sdn pham
tha't bai. Pwong nhién, diéu dé6 ddng nghia v&i viéc 1a hoan toan khong c6
san pham cha't lwgng cao.”

“Poi da... R6 rang nhirng ngwoi ¢ ddy déu chu treong chi sit dung
nhirng nguyén liéu dwgc tuyén chon ky lwong d€ san xud't banh keo ma.”

“Ping vay. Ho ding la ¢6 tuyén chon ky lwong.”

Nhung con nhirng phu gia cho thém thi sao!

“Thé& nhung, banh keo dwoc nhitng ngwoi the noi diy lam ra déu dworc
danh gia 1a ngon ma? Chinh vi loii @6n d6 ma ta méi toi day.”

“T6i ter nhiéu ngay trede da di luc tim mua hét cac loai banh keo ¢ day,
cling da an ra't nhiéu roi, nhung hwong vi cua ching, néi gi thi néi, cling
chi thwong théi. Co an tht mot cdi xem.” T6i 18y tw trong chi€c tdi cam
theo ra mdt chi€c banh macaron va dwa cho Sabine. C6 &y hoi ngdp nging
nhén 18y, cin mot mi&ng nhd va cham rdi nhai.

“.....0 Va vé mit c6 'y vd cung khé dién ta. “Ngon thi... cling ngon do,
nhueng ma... khong dang mot dong tién vang.”



“Pung khong?”. Cung 14m thi chi ddng gid mot dong thdi. “Nhitng
ngwoi toi diy d€ mua banh keo déu vi nghe theo 1ot d6n ma dén. Toi khi
cai kim trong boc 10i ra, thi ching chi la nhirng mén ré tién.”
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Ngén gon lai...

Pon gidn rd rang ma ndi thi...

“Noi cach khac, vi toi biét sy that nén da dm chi vdi ho bﬁng cach dung
hoa qua va mot it tién 1é d€ mua banh keo.”

“Khong thé tin dwgre... Ta dd nghi rdng minh c6 th€ tim dwoc loai banh
keo ly twdng néu t&i ddy... VAy ma... Chi la nhirng mén ré tién...? Lai con
phu gia...? C6 coi ngwoi ta la @6 ngd'c thi cling phai ¢6 gidi han thoi ch?!”

“Co rat tiec gian ding khong?”

“Pwrong nhién roi! Pay 1a chuyén gi chit? Ho coi nhirng nguwoi twr noi
khac toi déu la @6 ngd'c sao? Pa thé’, rdo rang ho déu giau cé nhw vay, sao
lai ban nhitng @6 an khdng dang tién nhw thé chr? That khé hi€u!”

Vwra vé t&i quan ca phé, Sabine phdng md, dip tay ‘Am ‘Am xudng ban
phéan nd. C6 vé cO'¢ ca phé thir hai trong ngay khién cho tinh than c6 &'y hoi
té liét.

T6i vira cAm cO'¢ trén tay vira noi.

“T6i nghi the ty & diy hoi nguwoe mot chit. Khéng phai vi qudc gia
giau c¢6 nén ho m&i ban nhirng mén ré mat v&i gid cao, ma la nhor dé dang
ban gid cao nhirng moén an gia ré, nén noi ddy maoi tréd thanh mét qudc gia
giau co6.”

“.Ycolar

“Chinh la y d6 da’y!”

Chinh vi dd ban nhitng san pham gia ré v&oi gid cao hon nhi€u, nén
nhirng ngwoi & noi diy moi xay dung dwore quoc gia véi vi tri hién gior.

Ban nhirng thr banh keo gid ré nhw nhirng d6 thwong hang, st dung
nhirng dra tré ngh¢o khd' d€ ban hoa qua cho minh, nhitng ngwoi 1on trd
nén giau cd, va ty cho minh quyén dwoc sdng trong canh sung swdong nhw
nhirng nguoi noi ti€ng.



Tuy nhi€n, phan ca’p giau nghe¢o thi khong the sai vao dau dwoc. Nhirng
dra bé danh giay, nhirng nghé si dwong phd’, cad nhirng dira bé phai di ban
hang rong theo 1énh ctia nhitng ké& giau c6 van dang phai bwon chai ki€m
tién d€ cd thé€ ti€p tuc sdng qua ngay.

Tdi dua tdch ca phé 1én miéng nhap, vi ding ngai ngdi d4n lan tda trong
miéng.

“Nhitng chuyén dién ra trué¢c mit minh chwa chic di 13 chinh xdc,
Sabine a. C6 m¢i chi Tdn dau di du hanh nén c6 1€ chwa biét, trén thé” gidi
nay day nhitng k& mudn ki¢m tién bang miéng lwdi tring trom boc phét cha
minh.”

(13

...7 CO6 &y c¢6 vé hoi bat ngo. “Sao ¢oO lai biét 1a ta fAn ddu di du
hanh?”

“Vi nhirng ngwoi da di 1au nam s€ khong vung tién nhr mot ké ngdc d€
mua trai cdy do mot bé gdi ban v&i gid cit ¢, ddnh gidy gi d6 ciling s& tu
minh lam, con viéc quyén tién cho nhirng nghé si dwong phd’ thi thi thodng
ho cling s€ lam, nhung it nha't ho s€ khong lam hanh dong ki€u ném tién di
nhw vay.”

“O... Nhung ma, c6 khéng thd’y nhirng dira bé d6 rat dang thwong sao?
Né&u nhung 1t khach sdng thw tha nhw ching ta khong gitp do thi ai s€
giup do ching diy. Pac biét, voi nhitng dia tré ban hoa qua, ¢ cam gidc
n€u chung ta khong dwa tay ra gidp thi ching sé chét ma't.”

T6i khé 14c d4u, “Du ¢d c6 cho bon tré tién ldc dé thi cling khong gitip
gi dwoc cho ching dau. B&i vi con c6 nhitng ngudi 16n ditng ddng sau chi
thi bon tré lam viéc. Canh twong ‘nhirng dira tré khong may, nghéo kho
phai di ban rong hoa qua’, d6i voi nhirng ngeoi tr noi khac dé€n qua thyc
12 mdt canh twong phai rét nwéc méit ding khong? Khong chi & da't nude
nay, ma trén toan th& gidi, noi dau cling déu c6 nhirng ngwoi 1on ban thiu
loi dung tré em nhw vay d€ ki€m tién. Pwong nhién, phéan Ién sd tién ma
bon tré ki€m dwore s€ bi nhirng ngwoi nay 18y mat, s tién ma bon tré con
lai chi ¢c6 mot chut ma thoi.”
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“Néu that sy mudn gidp ban tré, thi drng dwa tién cho ching. N&u
khién cho nganh c6ng nghiép st dung tré em bi€n mat, thi nhitng dira tré bj
lo'i dung ban hang cling s€ khong con ntra.”



[t nha't thi hanh dong mua hang t nhitng dira tré ddng thwong d6 chi c6
thé xoa diu nha't thoi ma thoi.

V&i bon tré cling vy, véi cd nhieng du khach da tra tién ciing vay.

“Viy... Ra vay.”

Bay gio Sabine dang nghi gi nhi?

Co6 2y cam nguyén tach cé\phé trén tay khong dong d€n, d6i may nhan
lai. Chinh t6i khi bi€t sy that rang cé ra't nhiéu nhirng ké xau xa dirng phia
sau giat day bon tré ciing bi s6c nang.

“Tai sao c lai bit dau chuyén du hanh vay?”

Nghe t61 héi, cd gdi ba't chgt né nu cwoi.

“Pat nudc ta khong c¢6 thir ¢6 th€ goi 1a banh keo. Vay nén ta quyét
dinh bét dau chuyé&n hanh trinh di né€m thit hét cdc loai banh keo. P6 ciing
la chuyén tw nhi€u ngay trede roi.”

“Q).»

“Va, sau khi hoc dwgc cach lam nhirng mén banh keo & cac nwoc ta
tng di qua, ta mudn tré lai mé ban banh keo & nwdc minh.”

“0%.”

“Thé& nhwng... C6 vé ta khong hoc dwge gi & noi nay hét.”

“Thé& nhwng ¢6 lai hoc dwoc kinh nghiém danh cho mot I khach ding
khong?”

“Co 1€ vay.”

Sau do, ching t6i déu udng ca phé ciia minh va chim trong im lang.

“Xin phép! Chung t6i la binh si & noi nay. Xin phép dwge ki€m tra ctra
hang mdt chut.”

R6i d6t nhién, sy im ldng bi danh vo'.

Nhirng binh linh v&i vé ngoai ddy nguy hi€m day cira ra, cao giong noi.
Nhirng d6i giay da nang n€ nén trén san ctra hang.



“C6... C6 chuyén gi vay? Ho... Nhin ho nghiém trong qua. Khong 1€ da
xay ra chuyén gi sao?”

“......7 Toil ghé sat lai gan Sabine dang ngdi phia d61 dién, ndi tham,
“Ho dang tim nir phu thiy da bi€n ma't nhi€éu ngay nay. V&i ho, sy ton tai
clia nir phii thity d6 chinh 1a sw ric rdi.”

“Pé... Khong phai la cd sao?”

To6i deng mot ngén tay triedc miéng, “Suyt...!”

“Khong, suyt, khong phai dau.”

“Yén tdm di. Chic chin khong bi 10 dau.” Toi 13y ra diia phép, gidu
dwdi ban va phut phép 1én mdi téc cia minh. “Lic di can quét cac ctra tiém
banh keo, t61 da bi€n téc minh thanh mau nay.”

Trong mdt khoanh khic, téc cia tdi chuyén sang mau den tuyén, va
ngay sau do tr¢’ lai mau xam tro vdn cé. Pwong nhién khi d6, khong chi téc
ma ci trang phuc tdi cling thay d&i. Th& nén chic chin khong thé bj 1§
dworc.

Thé& nén, tdm gon lai,

“Xin 10i. Vira roi ching t6i nhan dwoc tin ¢6 mot co gdi dang gy s &
day, khong bi€t cdc co co bi€t khong? B€ ngoai ¢0 ta trong nhw thé nay.”

Du bi m6t binh si do hoi, tdi cling cé the td ra binh than nhw khong ¢6
viéc gi.

Trén birc hinh phéac hoa chan dung ma binh st d6 dang cam la mot thi€u
nt voi mai téc den tuyén. Chi 1a mdt thi€u nir gian di véi mai téc den,
khong c6 mot chit gi ra ddng nir phu thuy ca.

“T6i khong biét. Co c6 biét khong?” Toi lac 14c dau.

“E? Ha, céi nay...”

Sabine c6 vé 1a mot dira tré khong bié€t néi doi.

“.....0 Duoi ban, toi ling 1€ gidm chin c6 &y. “Khong biét ding
khong?”

“A... Ta khong biét!”

“Vay dé. That dang ti€c.”

Binh si & chd chiing t6i tuy vé mit ddy nghi ngo, nhung ciing khong
con cich nao khic, danh mién cwong gat dau, “Hum, vy sao...”



Né&u chi th& 1a anh ta di ludn thi t6i rdt mwng, nhung ¢6 vé nhu viéc
khong chi c¢6 vady. Anh ta lai 18y ra mdt to chan dung khac cho t6i xem va
hoi, “Nhan tién, that ra gan day c¢6 tin 1a nir veong ctia nwde bén canh dang
ma't tich, c6 c6 bi€t gi khong? Co6 géi nay day.”
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Cai nay khién t61 giat minh.

Trén birc chan dung ma binh si cho téi xem 1a mét c6 gdi dang yéu voi
mai téc vang kim. Birc v€ 1a hinh anh c6 dang nhin lai va mim cwoi vo
cung xinh dep v&i chi€c mii n'6i doi trén dau va trang phuc gothic, giong
voi ¢6 gai dang ngdi triede mat tdi nhw hai giot nwdre.

“A, tén clia co Ay 12 n& veeong Sabine.”

(13 29

Viy dung la Sabine roi.

“Nhiéu ngay trwedc cd Ay dot nhién mat tich. Ching toi lo 1dng lidu ¢
phdi nir virong bi bét céc hay khong, nén ciing tién hanh tim ki&m tai cd
cac quoc gia lang giéng. N€u bi€t thong tin gi mong c6 hay bao cho ching
toi...”

Khi ma 4nh mét binh si nay bét gip Sabine, anh ta vdi vang cAm biic
chan dung d€ bén canh khudén mat cd &y va so di so lai. Bén canh dé ciing
khong bi€t bao Ian li€c nhin V€ phia t6i. Néu nhw Sabine dwgc xem Ia nw
veong dang bi bit cdc, vay thi toi dang & cling v&i co A7, s& bi nhitng binh
si nay quy két thanh gi?

A, khong xong r'oi.

“Chinh may 12 ngudi da bét cée nir virong Sabine!”

(13 29

Qua nhién.

Cung khong c6 cach nao khic.

Viéc quan trong bay gio la...

Toi gio’ 1én diia phép van gidu dwdi ban.

GO gb dlia phép xuéng nén quan ca phé, to dwdi dat nhirng canh
thweong xuin veeon 1én, tyva nhwe mot sinh vat cé y thirc khong ngung dai ra,
bit 14’y nhitrng binh linh trong quén. Ngay 14p tirc, tdi kéo tay Sabine va lao



ra khéi quén, thé¢" nhwng dewong nhién bén ngoai cé cang nhiéu binh linh
ntra dang cho. V&i nhirng nhanh thwong xuan dang moc day bén trong ctra
hang, thi bdy gio’ ¢6 bi€n minh thé nao cling vé dung. T6i chi huy nhirng
canh thwong xuan nhanh chéng tréi nhirng binh linh bén ngoai lai mot cach
khong do dw, va chay trdn toi huong quang trweong. Lan vao gitra dam
dong, toi vira ¢ ging tran tinh lai, vira tiép tuc kéo tay cd AYy.

(13 29

Bi bau khong khi khan treong lic d6 1am cho cudng 1€n, nén t6i khong
nghi gi nhi€u da dan theo Sabine chay, nhung nghi ki lai thi ¢6 &y dau cén
phai trén cling toi.

“Cam on, Elaina. Cdm on ¢6 di lo 1ing cho ta.”

“Ha, a, vang. Pwong nhién r'oi a.” Toi néi doi d6. “Ngwoi that sy 1a nie
vrong ctia mot nwdc ding khong?”

“Pudng vdy. Vi muén mang vé cho da't nwde cla ta thiat nhi€u banh keo
ma ta quyét dinh bat dau chuyén du hanh tim ki€m va thudng thirc banh
keo nay.”

“......7 Cai dong lwc ndng noi gi day chir.

“Thé& nhwng ta lai phat hién ra nhirng thir & noi nay... Thét kinh t&m.”

“Vay nguoi s€ tré vé da't nwdc ciia minh chir a?”

“Pwong nhién khong! O nude ta van chwa c6 banh keo! Vi nhtrng co
gai ciia nuorc ta, ta khong the€ duwng chan & day dwoc!”

“Nhic m&i nhé, ngudi da néi gi véi moi ngudi trede khi roi khoi dat
nwde vay?”
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“Théo nao.”

Vira ndy binh linh d6 rd rang da bdo rang nit virong Sabine dang m-a-t-
t-i-c-h, vy kha nang cao la ¢6 &y ty y roi di ma khéng néi 1o nao.

Cai gi thi cling phai c6 mic do thoi.

“Vay ti€p theo ngwoi dy dinh lam gi day a?”

“Pwrong nhién 1a s€ ti€p tuc chuyén du hanh cia minh r'6i. Ta chi vua
m&i bat dau du hanh thoi ma!”

“DP6 1a chuyén chi c¢6 th€ xdy ra néu nguoi ¢6 the trét lot roi khoi da't
nuwdc nay thoi.”



“Piing vay. Chuyén nay ric rdi roi diy.”

Chéc hin viéc Sabine dang & dat nwdc nay da dworce truyén di gitra cac
binh linh. Mudn nhw binh thwong ma than nhién di qua cta la diéu hoan
toan khong the.

“Xin cd, Elaina. M6t Iic nao d6 nhat dinh ta s€ tra on ¢6. Xin hay lam
cach nao dan ta roi khoi day di.”

“Hum... Cing dvoc, nhung...”

“V&i phép thuat vira ndy ma Elaina diing d6, ta tin chic 1a co c6 the 1am
cach nao d6 d€ dwa hai nguoi ching ta cing di ra.”

“.....7 Cach nao dé do, téi cam thay that vi diéu. “U thi, co 1€... vay...
cing nén...”

“Gi vay? Sao ¢0 ct 1ap litng nhw thé”

“Bd&i vi con mot nhan t6'ba't 6n duy nhat 1a di cung v&i ¢6.”

“Gi cht! That vo 18!

C6 nang lai bit d4u tirc gidn. Th& nhung, Sabine c6 vé nhur thudc tuyp
ngwoi khong chd’p nhan ndi nhirng chuyén bi vach tran dot ngét, nén tot
nhd't khong nén gid'u cd &y chuyén gi hét.

ffm, dung vay.

“Cilr nhw thé nay thi khdng dwgc. Toi s€ str dung chit manh khée.”

“Manh khée gi? Co dinh 1am gi ha?"

“Trwde tién 1a mot phép thuit tuyét voi khién ¢6 im lang.”

Dirt 1oi, t6i chia diia phép vEé phia Sabine.

“Duwng lai, dung lai. D€ ching t6i ki€m tra hanh 1y cia ¢6. Gan ddy tinh
hinh trong nwde ching tdi khong ... a khong c6 gi. Mot ngwoi phu nir da
bit c6c nit veeong clia nwde no hién van dang 1an tron. Nén chiing toi s&
tién hanh ki€m tra hanh 1y.”

Su6t ca ngay, tred'c cong chinh ciia da't nwdc (dwong nhién 1a cdi cong
hao nhodng kia) 1a canh ting hang nguoi x&€p dai, binh linh ti€n hanh kiém
tra trong hanh ly chat trén xe ngya cua nhirng thwong nhan cé gid'u hai cd
gai hay khong. Binh linh di ngwoc dong ngwoi x€p hang, va cudi cung toi



ding chd t0i & phia cudi. Mot ngwoi trong s6 d6 ng'di x0m xudng trede
mit tdi. Chinh 12 d& fAm mét c6 the ngang v&i toi.

“Q kia? Co bé sao lai ra khoi ddy vay? Me chau dau?”

T6i hién tai ¢ vé ngoai chi 1a mot cd bé con ra't nhd, chi khoang chin
tudi. Mot bén tay cam chi€c diia phép, tay bén kia thi 6m mot chu ga'u bong
va mic trén minh mot bd trang phuc gothic. Prong nhién téc tOi van 1a
mau xdm nhw moi khi va mau mét xanh biéc, nhwng tudi lai chi bing mot
ntra tudi thue clia tdi thdi, nén chic chin khong thé nao 16 duworc.

“Me chdu dang doi & bén ngoai roi.” Toi co ging ddp lai mdt cach
dwong hoang.

“0, ra vay. Nén chdu mdt minh ty di ra sao. Gidi qua. Vay chd cung di
voi chdu nhé?”

“No, thank you.”

“E... A, vy sao...”

“Nhanh cho chéu ra ngoai di. Nhanh 1€n mdt chut!”

St dung ma thuat d€ thay doi b€ ngoai that sy ra't mét. Hon th& nira toi
con phu phép thay doi hinh dang ctia cd Sabine nwra. Chi ri€éng viéc x€p
hang thoi cling da dua kiét strc roi.

“Chau that la... Miéng lwoi cay doc that.” Cé vé nhw 6ng chi nay kha
ranh 1di. “Con gi'u bong chdu dang 6m cling ddng yéu that day.”

“Vay sao? No tén la Sabine a.”

“O. Cung tén v&i nit veong chiing ta dang tim d6.”

“Chau bi€t.” T6i don lyc vao canh tay de¢ khong ch& con gdu bong
dang c¢6 y dinh ctt dong. “Co khi nao con gad'u bong nay chinh la Sabine d6
khong?”, t6i cuoi bao.

“Ha ha ha, vdy ciing nén... O kia, cd bé. Hang x&p thong r'oi d6. Mo cd
bé ty nhién.”

Nhirng thwong nhan phia trwedc t6i vira ding ldc d6 roi di. Toi khé cui
dau chao ngwoi linh va buwde chan vé phia cong. Va hai ching t6i da qua
dwore ctra, roi khéi dat nwoc &Y.

“Khong ngo... Pon gian nhw vay.”

T61 khé thi thdam véi giong ma khong ai nghe dworc.

“Pon gian that day.”



Va ca c6 gai dang dwore tdi Om trong tay ciling thi tham dap lai. Co ma
cd ¢6 lam cdi gi dau chi?

Va nhw vay, toi cing ¢ ay ldng yén roi di roi chia tay & bén ngoai.
Tié€p sau ddy, mot linh méi du hanh nhw ¢6 &y lwa chon hanh trinh thé nao
thi t6i khong rd. Nhung, chic chin, t6i ¢ dw cdm rang chiing toi s& gip lai
nhau & mot noi khac.

Nghi lai thi, ddy 1a mdt cau chuyén ché’ing c6 gi dac biét, don gian chi la
dung manh khée d€ lung mua hét cac loai banh keo, roi lai dung manh khoe
de€ roi khéi dat nwd'e d6 ma thoi. Khong cé cao trao nén ciling khdng ¢6 tinh
ti€t trien khai kich tich, mdt cau chuyén ma ngay ca mudén nhé 16 cling
ngay cang tré nén khé khan.

Thé& nhwng, ngay khi dé€n tham da't nwdc do, toi lai cé th€ nhé ra ngay
nhirng gi da xay ra tai veong quoc banh keo &y, nhirng viéc da xdy ra tw
mot ndm Ve trudec.

Nhirng ddy phd ndi lién nhau rd't binh thwong, nhirng con dwong,
quang treong, d€n ca hoang cung cling hoan toan khdng c6 gi dic biét. Mot
noi hoan toan khdng cé gi dic sic, mot thanh phd khong dem lai ba't ki an
teong gi. Dan cw khong nhi€u cung khong it, cing khong nhin ra dwoc co
giau ¢6 hay khong. Hoan toan khac v&i mét nosi ma con ngwoi sé song.

Thé& nhwng, khi t&i di't nwdre nay, tdi dwore moi téi hoang cung, sau khi
dwoe din vao phong tiép khdch thi tdi nhd ra ngay nhitng sy kién triede
kia.

“Thé& nao? Pat nwdce cia ta sao ha?”

Di t&i tr phia sau phong ti€p khach chinh l1a nir veorng cia veorng quéc
nay.

Mot ¢d gai voi mai téc vang ma toi da tieng gap ¢ dau d6, mot lic nao
do tredre day.

“Ra't binh thwong.”

T6i thang thing dép, co &y cudi ddp lai va gat dau.

“Pung vay. Rat binh thwong.”



Sau d6, cd6 &y dat banh keo 1€n ban. Nao la macaron, nao la sd-co-la,
nao la banh waffle, néi chung la mdt d6ng d6 ngot dworc cha't day 1€n ban.

“Thé& nhwng, khi ta du hanh di nhan ra riang, chinh sy binh thwdng nay
lai hanh phiic hon ba't ¢ thir gi.”
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“Khi ¢6 nhitng dira tré an mac ban thiu di trén dwong, ngwoi ta s€ nghi
ngay rang “«O day c6 sy phan hoa giau ngheo.” Nhwng, la lung 1a n€u chi c6
nhirng ngwoi mac nhirng bd trang phuc sach s€ trén ngwoi di lai trén phd,
thi nguoi ta s€ khong cam tha’y gi ca. Con ngwoi chi ludén luén chid tim vao
nhirng gi x&u xi. DU mdt phong canh xinh dep m&i mé cé phan chi€u trong
mét ho di nira, thi theo thoi gian dai dan trdi, n6é s€ bi mai mon dan, chi con
1a mdt phong canh don thuan ma thoi.”

“Puing vay. Khung canh ma nhirng It khach nhin thdy va cam thdy dep
chinh 12 b&i vi ho chi & noi d6 vao ding khoang khic d6.”

“Vay nén ta da suy nghi. Néu tré& thanh mot quéc gia don diéu, khong
d€ lai an twong cho bat ki ai, thi da't nwdc &y khong phai s€ v6 cing hanh
phuc sao?”
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“Khong can phai lam moi cach d€ tao ra mdt loai ddc san nao hét. Cir
binh thwong nhw thé” lai chinh 1a diéu khé lam nha't, va binh thwong nhw
thé€” cling la viéc hanh phuc nha't cing nén.”

“Vay nguoi da t bo y dinh quang ba banh keo r'oi sao?”

C6 Ay cham rdi lic dau trude cau hdi cha toi.

“Hién nay, sdach day lam banh dang dwgc phat hanh trén cad nwdc. Ai
cling ¢6 the tuy thich lam ra banh keo khong phai sé ra't vui vé sao?”

«Q»

“PE€ lam diéu do, ta dang cho thwc hién cac bwdc chuan bi. Hién gio ta
dang thwong lwong voi nwede lang giéng vE viéc dwa nguyén phu liéu lam
banh keo toi ddy, tuy chi 1a nhirng cha't phu gia hay hang kém chat lwong,
nhung n&u st dung hop 1y thi chic chin c6 the san xuit rdng rdi trén ca
nwde nhirng loai banh keo tuyét voi voi gid cuc ré.”

“0%.”

Ra vay, ¢6 theé' n6i day 1a cach lam ra't thong minh.



“Vay, day c6 phai 1a nhirng loai banh dwoc 1am ttr nguyén liéu gia ré dé
khong?”

“bung vay.”

“Va toi 1a ngwoi dong vai tro thir vi ha?”

“Dung ludn.”

(13 29

Tbdi gia vor bat dic di 1dm, viron tay 14y mot chiéc macaron. Mot chiéc
macaron mau vang twoi, khi dwa vao miéng, vi chanh lan tda t&r khoang
miéng cho d&n c¢6 hong. N6 hoan toan giéng véi hwong vi chi€c macaron
ma tdi da dwa c6 ay thi, khi ching t6i gdp nhau & dat nwde kia mdt ndm
triedre day. That hoai niém, hwong vi khién trdi tim cam th&’y yén binh.

“Hwong vi nhu thé€" nao?”

T6i ldng ting nhai trong miéng va tra loi ¢6 ay. Vwa ceoi vira noi,
“Binh thwong.”



Chuwong 7
Chuyén xwa: Hoc tro thong minh va nhitmg sinh vat
song

(Rt 161 nguoi thay kinh yéu,

Thuwa cd, da 1au khong dwoc gap co.

Hién em dang tu luyén trong mot khu rieng khong cdch xa Robetta 1m,
tuy tr day c6 th€ dé dang t&i gip tryc tiép cd va bdo cdo qud trinh tu luyén
cu th€ nhung nghi dén viéc di chuyén tr ddy t&i tdn d6 ra't phién... A
khong, that ra 1a em dang vwedng phai vai chuyén khong thé€ nao thoat ra
duoc, nén xin phép duoc thong bido qua thw cho co.

Gi6ng nhw trong bdo cédo tredrc em da gii, hoc tro than yéu cia em, con
gdi cua c0, Elaina da tao ra “thudc giip d6 vat c6 th€ ndi chuyén”. Dicu
nay that tuyét voi. Tuy ¢d bé néi 1a ngdu nhién lam ra, nhwng du 12 sén
pham ngiu nhién tao ra thi cling 12 mot phat minh ddng dworc khen ngoi.
Thé nhung, du ¢6 bé kha lanh luing, binh tinh, nhwng lai 1a tuyp ngwoi vira
dwoc khen ngoi 1ién d& dang ty déc, nén em da khong khen ngoi cd bé
nhiéu.

Thé nhwng,

Ngay hom nay, ra't nhiéu ngay k€ tw sau Ian do6.

“Co o1, Thudc giup do vit co thé ndi chuyén hdom tredec em da lam aYy,
14 sdn pham 16i. Hién gio’ em da tao ra dwore thir t6t hon nhiéu roi. Co xem
gidp em v&i?”

“A, duogc... Em ché tao cdi givay?”

“Ban cai ti€n cta loai thudc d6. Tw gior cac loai @6 vat sé bién thanh
hinh dang cda con ngwoi.”

“0%... H&t xdy ludn.”



“CoO n¢, Ian nay cd dwng ¢6 y dinh xau gi nira d6.”

“C0 khong ma. Cod da nhan dwoc bai hoc dich dang tw Tan truedc roi.”

“Vay thi t6t.”

Co o1, nguy roi.

Cho dit khong khen c6 bé, thi Elaina ciing da bit dau vo ciing tu déc.

Nhung céi gi goi 1a bi€n d6 vét thanh hinh dang con nguoi ch? Ngay
ca ban than em cling chwa ting tao ra duoc loai thuéc nhw vy.

Gri t&i hoc tro ma ta yéu quy nhat,
Em khong can phai lam gi ca. Ctr d€ n6 ty nhién, r'oi con bé sé tu thay
doi.

Guri t&i nguoi ¢o kinh yéu,

C0 n6i nghiém tac a?

Tam thoi thi hdm trede em ¢é gii kem thudc giip do vt c6 thé ndi
chuyén do Elaina tao ra cho cd. C6 hay kiém tra thi di a.

Gt toi hoc tro ma ta yéu quy nhat,

Ta n61 nghiém tuc.

Thém nira, em c6 th€ thoi cdi ki€u giti d'6 bt ta thanh todn di duoc
khong! Ta gian roi do!

Ma cdi binh nay Ia gi th&"ha? Tuy né c6 th€ ndi chuyén nhwng that quai
dan. May s thich ctia con bé d6 c6 phai qua ba't binh thwong khdng?

Gt toi ngwoi co kinh yéu,
bi€m nay la giong hét voi cd do a.



Gri t&i hoc tro ma ta yéu quy nhat,
Ta khai trir em ra khoi danh sdch hoc tro cuia ta.

Gui t&i nguoi ¢o kinh yéu,
A, xin doi chit, thea ¢6. Em xin 161, em chi néi dua thoi a.

Gui t&i nguoi ¢o kinh yéu,
Thua c6, ¢6 khong nhin toi khi€n em ra't dau long.

Gt t&i nguoi ¢o kinh yéu,
Co o1? Co!!
Coa...

Gt toi hoc tro ma ta yéu quy nhat,
N6i tém lai, Elaina hién gio’ thé’ nao roi? N6 van tw dic sao?

Gtri toi ngwoi co kinh yéu,
Da vang! A khong a. Qua nhién ding nhw loi ¢6 noi.

“Thudc gitp d6 vat néi chuyén” Tan triedre tOi 1am ra ¢6 vai 10i. Thir
nha't 1a van d€ trong khau bao quan. Céc loai binh thi déu la d6 vat, nén khi
diing d& dyng thudc thi ching ciling s& c6 th€ néi chuyén. That sy 1a 1dm
miéng khong chiu ndi. Vay nén can phai cai ti€n.

Ti€p dén, tuy khi€n cho d6 vat cé theé néi chuyén, nhwng thudc da cé
hiéu qua hay chwa thi lai khong th€ bi€t. N&u la nhirng d6 vat it 1o thi du



¢6 nho nhiéu thudc dén thé nao, ching ciing s€ nha't dinh cirng dau khong
chiu m& miéng, viéc nay thi thodng ciling ¢4. Vi td0 mo, tdi da nho thudc 1én
mi ddi dau cta c6 Frann, nhwng c¢6 vé nhw nd cé tinh cach hay xau ho,
hodc 1a n6 khong mudn néi chuyén véi toi, nén cdi mii da hoan toan khong
n6i mot loi nao ca. Nhw vay thi tdi dau bi€t dwoe thuéc c6 tic dung hay
khong, nén diém nay cling can cai tié€n.

Thém ntra, thir tdi tao ra la thudc gitip d6 vat néi chuyén dwoc, nén nd
& dang 16ng. Trong khi thwc nghiém, t6i 1 danh d0 ra ban va xuéng san
nha. Tham hoa xay ra khi d6 that kinh khiing. Téi khong mudn nhé lai dau.
N6i tom lai, di€m nay cling can cai ti€n.

Vi nhung 1 do d6 nén,

“Um tm...”

Toi tuyét d6i dong y voi viée cai ti€n thudc.

N&u c6 the khién loai thudc nay cé hi€u qua cang tdt hon thi t6i sé tror
thanh thién tai vieg't qua ca thay ctia minh nwra... T6i mo mong nghi.

Phat ki€n d€ gidi quy€t ta't ca cac van dé€ bat ra ngay trong dau toi.

“Phép thuat bién d6 vit thanh hinh nguoi... Pung vidy. Cai nay thich
hop nha't.”

Khong sai.

Né&u khong phai la thudc ma chuyén thanh phép thuat thi sé khong c6
nguy co’ bi danh do, néu ddi twong lam phép bi€n thanh hinh ngwoi thi ¢6
the’ khfmg dinh hiéu qua ngay bang mét thwong. Va néu 1a phép thuat thi
cling s€ khong cé am thanh 1éo nhéo, '0n ao ctia nhirng céi binh nwra, ciling
khong can phai bao quan gi ca.

Oi chao! Sao toi lai thién tai nhw th& ch?

“Né&u nhw vay... thi ¢6 th€' lam dwore.”

Sau khi da quyét dinh, toi 1ién bt tay ngay vio hanh dong.

T6i mé tw liéu nghién ctru I4n tredrc da ding va ngiu nhién tao ra loai
thud’c kia, réi nhanh chéng bi cudn vao trong nghién ctru phat tri€én phép
thudt. Va san pham thi nghiém phép thuit mdi lién hoan thanh.

“CO i, Thudc giup do vit co thé ndi chuyén hdm tredc em da lam ay,
cdi d6 1a san pham 16i. Hién gio' em da tao ra dwore thit t6t hon nhiéu. C6
xem gitp em v&i?”



Tbi di t&i chd & clia ¢d Frann, vé mit c¢d c6 hoi kinh ngac, roi bat dau
Vi€t gi d6 vao birc thw giri cho ai d6.

Nhiéu ngay sau, phép thuit hoan thanh.

“Loai phép thuidt ma em néi v&i cd triede kia hoan thanh roéi.”

T6i tom 18y ¢6 Frann dang hao hirng ki€m tra hom thu.

C6 tiép tuc mé& hom thw ra, vira nhin vio trong vira hdi, “O vy sao.
HEt xay... Vay tém lai em da hoan thanh phép thuat nhw thé nao?”

“Co sé giat minh cho xem. La Phép thudt bién do vit thanh nguwoi.
Tuyét chwa?”

“A...La phép thuat ma em néi trweée kia ha? Hoan thanh roi ha?”

“Vang. N6 tuyét 1im. C6 xem nay.”

Sau d6, toi phéng phép thuit ra. Anh sang phéng ra hwéng vé phia hom
thwe, hom thw hap thu hét thir dnh sdng d6 va tdéa sang 1ap lanh. Mat mot
chiit thoi gian, hom thw bat ¢au bién hinh. Thanh mot ¢d bé ddng yéu.

“Xin chao! L'an dau gdp mat. Té/i 1a hom thw. Cam on céc cd da ludn st
dung t6i. Nhan tién, thwa Phu thuy Anh Sao, ngay hdom nay cd da ra mé toi
tong cong bén mwoi hai Ian roéi, nhwng hém nay khong cé thw gii téi dau
a.”

C6 bé mim cwoi ngang 1én nhin ¢6 Frann.

“Ra vay...”

C6 Frann vé mat khé hi€u nhin xuéng cd bé.

T6i ldc d6 ¢6 1€ da hoi qua y lai. T6i dung phép thuat bi€n d'6 vat thanh
ngwoi va sai vat ching. Vi du nhw t6i bi€n mét chi€c dia thanh nguoi va sai
n6 di rira bat, roi sai né dung gié lau don can phong. Bi€n sach chi dao
phép thuit thanh nguoi va d€ né gidi thich cho nhirng phan khéng hi€u. N6i
tom lai, chinh 1a t6i da trai qua sinh hoat v6 wu vo lo, thich gi dung d6.

“Nay.”

Va mot ngay no...

Nhur moi ngay, toi ng6i trén ghé€ va bi€n cdi cdc udng ca phé cia cod
Frann thanh ngwoi d€ né rét ca phé cho toi.

Thé& nhung, t6i lai bA't cAn méc 18i ngay ltic nay. Phép thuat dang 1& phai
phong ra ti diia phép nay lai cit bam nguyén trén dia.

“A.L



Anh séng vin bam trén diia nhanh chéng bao pht toan than né, va chiéc
diia bi€n thanh nguoi.

“U phu phu phu phur... Ta cho ngay nay 1au 14m r'o6i.”

Sw viéc ky qudi xay ra ngay trege mét toi. Mot o gdi nhin 1én hon toi
vai tudi xud't hién. C6 gdi bi¢n hinh ra tr diia phép nim 14y hai vai toi, 4p
sat khudn mit t&i, “U phw phu phw, Elaina. C6 bé that dang yéu. Cho t&i
gio, ta da ludn d€ cd st dung tuy thich, va cho mong c¢6 mdt ngay cé the€
tré’ thanh ban ctia ¢6 d6. B&i vi ¢6 that s qua dang yéu.”

“A, da...Cam on chi.”

“Nhan tién, c6 bé c6 ngwoi yéu chwa?”

“Chwacda..”

“Vay hay lam ngwoi yéu cta ta di.”

“Khong dwoe dau. Ching ta déu la nir, ma chi ciing khong phai con
nguwol nua.”

“C0 bé nai cdi gi thé! Tinh yéu khong lién quan dén gidi tinh!”

“O’, cdindy... A 4..”

Hai tay c¢6 &y dang dat trén vai t6i bén dung stc, day t6i ngd xudng.
V&n toi con dinh gidi thich, rang “Khéng dau. B&i vi chj von di khong phai
con nguwoi”, va “Viéc d6 phai xét trede dé€n van dé gidi tinh”. Nhung du
rat muon nodi thi dang ti€c 1a hoan canh khong cho phép.

Co gdi cudi 1én nguoi toi, bi€u cam mé luyén, hoi the don dép.

A! Khong xong roi.

“Ngoan nao! Khong dau dau!”

Sau d6, co 4y ding mot tay nim 147y ca hai cd tay cia toi, va dan dan dp
sat vao mat toi.

Khi da bi 18y ma't diia phép, t6i sé chi con la mot con ga ri ma khong
c6 cach nao st dung phép thuét. Va hién tai ciy diia phép d6 lai bat ngo
tdn cOng tdi, nén van dé hién tai lai cang... Ua a a a. Pdng s¢, ddng so,
dang sor qua!!!

“Duwrng lai... Cho da, dwng lai di!!!”

Vaco dy...

Ngay khi cd 4y sip sita cham vao mdi toi thi ddt nhién bién tré lai
thanh dta phép.



“That la... Em dang lam cai gi th¢"ha? Elaina.”
D¢i tAm nhin tw chi€c diia phép 1én trén, t6i tha'y ¢6 Frann vira ba't ngor
xud't hién va dang nhin xuéng toi. “Nguy hi€ém qua. Theo nhiéu nghia...”
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“Em khong sao chx?”

T6i nim 14y ban tay cd dua ra, cin ring ding day.

“Chuyén vwa r'oi, sao lai...”

“On ca roi.”

Co th€ trai nghiém nhirng va cham thyc t€ tao thanh mot cd s6c tinh
than khong hé nhe, khi€n t6i bi vay lai trong nhtrng cdm xuc tham thwong.
Khong 1€ d6 1a 101 canh cédo cho viéc tdi da qua ty cao sao? Tham chi dén
murc bj chinh d6 vét cia minh tdn cong...

C6 1€ doc hi€u cam xic cuda t6i, c6 Frann da khdong néi mot cau trach
méc ndao, ma chi coc dau toi, ti td'n nodi.

“Con nguoi hay d6 vat déu nhw nhau. Déu sé khéng gidng hoan toan
voi nhirng gi em nghi dau.”

Gui t&i nguoi ¢o kinh yéu,
... Vay nén con bé hién gio’ hoan toan khong con dung dén “Phép thuit
bi€n @6 vat thanh ngwoi” nira.

Gri t&i hoc tro ma ta yéu quy nhat
Tém lai, Tan t&i ta gdp con géi ta, ta s€ bé gy cai diia phép do.

Gtri toi ngwoi c¢d dang kinh,
Em da lam nhw vay 161 a.



Chuong 8
Muoi nam, cudc chién két thixc

0i khi @it bwdc chan xudng, toi lai ¢6 th€ cdm nhin rd rang cam
gidc My 101, dinh nhép chia ban da't. Con muwa kéo dai dai ding cho ti tan
sdng nay da mang hoi @m nhuom dim khu rwng nay. Nhitng hat mwa thi
thodng roi twe trén nhitng tdn ciy xudng phan chi€u lai 4nh mat troi vra 16
dang, tda sdng 14 lanh, r'6i bi€n ma't vao nén da't [dy 10i hay trén chi€c nén
phu thiy cua t6i. Trén con dwong rieng am wdt boc 1én hoi ndng dau he.
No6ng quéd. Nong khong chiu dwore.

“Uvuvw..”

Trén mét da't dwdi chan t6i 1a bong nhirng chiéc 14 rung dong theo ting
con gié néng am. Tuy t6i khong thodi mai mot chit nao khi phai di bo
trong rung, nhwng trong tinh trang nay, né€u cwdi 1€n choi bay thi khi ra
khéi dwgre khu ring, t6i cling da wot nhw chudt 16t bdi nhirng hat nwdc
mua bi gié cudn t&i ldc chdi bay 1€n. Thé nhwng ctr di mai di mai, r6t cude
c& ngudi t6i lai wét nhep md hoi. Chang c6 gi khdc nhau ca.

“Noéng qua...”

Tdi cAm diia phép bang ca hai tay, kéo nhitng con gié Am Am vé phia
bén nay va ti€p tuc ca't buorc.

“Aaaa... Gi6 Am vay...”

Trong ngay nong thé& nay thi khong th€ mdc 4o choang noi. Toi tuyén
b6 bd vai. Hién gior t6i chi mac 4o so' mi, vdy va doi mi phu thdy thoi,
dang vé nay khi€n nguoi ta phai cham chid nhin lai xem c6 phai toi that sy
la ni phu thily khong ntra.

Nhirng con gié thoi t&i phia téi do diia phép mang lai manh d&€n mirc
mai téc xam cla t6i cr phat 1én, dap 1én gay, nhwng du vay cling khong



khién t6i tha’y thodi mai hon chit nao, ma chi lam sy khé chiu tang 1én.
Khong khi oi birc sau con mwa khé chiu qua. That muén mau toi dat nwde
ti€p theo, d€'tdi co the tir tdn nghi ngoi trong nha tro.

N6i t&i thi, ro't cudc con bao 1au niva mdi t&i da't nwde ti€p theo day?

“U ht...”

C6 vé nhu tdm ba mwei phit niva 1a t&i noi nhi?

‘Con ba mwoi phit t&i veong qudc Serial’

Mot taA'm bién quang cdo dwgc ai d6 tot bung dwng 1én.

‘Mo nghi giai lao’

Ngay sau tdm bi€n diat mot chi€c ghé€ da nho. That 1a, y tot do trong céi
thoi ti€t nhw nay that khién ngwoi ta dé khoc dé cwori.
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Thé& nhung trén doi van sé€ c6 nhitng ngweoi di rong rai d€ tiép nhan y
tot d& khoc d& cwoi ki€u ay. Bdi trén gh€” da hién gio ¢6 mdt ngwoi dan
Oong cam quat thong tha phe phay. Nhin qua thi xem ra 6ng ta da ng'6i & day
kh4 lau. Cdi 40 so’ mi 6ng ta dang mdc dinh day nhing vé€t m6 hoi tham
wdt, sic mit 16 ra sy mét mdi. Nhin bé ngoai thi Am hon nim muoi tudi.
Mai téc den da 1an 10n nhitng s¢i bac, khong 1€ dng kién tri ng'di diy tir rat
lau r61?

Thém vao d6, bén canh ngwoi dan Ong cling dat rat nhiéu d6 an va
nwde udng, khong 1€ dinh ng'6i day dai dai sao? Khong phai chir. Ma dudi
chan 6ng la mot sinh vat ky la day 16ng nhin nhw mét cai choi lau nha. La
thd cung cua 6ng ta? B€ ngoai trong nhw tdo cau marimo co dai vay.

“Ong 1 1 khdch sao?”

Toi di t&i bén canh ghé” da, 1én ti€ng voi 6ng ta. Toi vira ung dung phat
diia phép d& kéo gi6 thdi vé phia minh, vira cd ging nin ra khuén miit nhw
the 12 minh tha'y méat 1dm. C6 1& vi thdi tiét néng nyc qua ma chiit lwong
tam trong toi cling bay di ma't roi.

“Khong. T6i 1a ngwoi nwde bén kia.”

Vwra néi 6ng ta vira chi vé con dwong kéo dai ddy ddu chan caa toi.
Hién tai thi dau kia con duwong chi thd’y dugc toan ring cay, thé nhuwng &



d4u sau cling bén d6 chinh 1a vieong qud’c Mernel, noi tdi van tri chan cho
t&’i sang nay.

Mot da't nwdre khodng cé gi dac biét.

“Ngudi nwde bén kia... A, 6ng 12 thwong nhéin sao? Da vat va roi.”

“Khong phai. T6i khong phai thwong nhan. Toi chi 1a ngwoi 1am cong
binh thwong sdng & nwdc bén kia. Va thit ra cling khéng c6 viéc gi &
veong qudc Serial ca.”

“...7” T6i nghiéng dau, “Vay vi sao 6ng lai ng'6i day th&?”

“T6i dang doi mot nguoi.”

“O. Theo t6i thay thi c6 v& ngudi dng dang doi thuong xuyén tré gior
do.”

Ong d3 wét dAm mo hoi r'oi kia.

“Puing vay. C &y qua that chAm tré qud.”

“Ong da doi bao 1au roi vay?”

T6i hoi hoan toan vi to mo. B&i n€u khong ¢6 1y do gi dic biét thi sé
chiing ai ng'di doi mot ngwdi dén mirc m'd hdi mudt mai nhw the ndy ca.

Ong ta xa xim n6i, “Téi da doi & ddy tr mwdi nim trede.”

s 7

“Va sau nay van sé tiép tuc doi.” Nhirng 161 nay khién t6i chd y.

“A, dwong nhién t6i vin con cdng viéc ctia minh, the nén ciing khong &
day sudt hai tw ti€ng dong h'6 trong ngay. Nhung cr khi nao ¢6 thoi gian
t0i déu ra ddy ng'di. Toi van ludn & diy doi cod 4y. Va da doi nhw vay cling
sap tron muwdi ndm roi.”

Cam tha’y hirng thd v&i ciu chuyén nén toi ngdi xudng ghé dd. Ong ta
lich sy gi&i thi€u tén minh va hdi ngwoc lai toi.

Tdi c6 khong hip mét lai, rang strc diéu chinh ddi chiit cho gidng mot
ntr pht thdy, gi¢i thiéu tén minh r'6i nghiéng dau hoi.

“Ong dang doi ai vay?”

“Vo t6i. Muroi nam treedre ¢ Ay da chia tay téi & diy d€ tdi bén d6. Va
dén gio’ van khong tré vEé. Thé nén, toi mdi ludn chor ¢6 Ay & day.”

“Ong t&i tin noi d6n ludn khong phéi t6t hon sao?”



Thé& nhwng dng ta khé 1ic dau.

“Pat nwde tdi va di't nedc d6 mwoi nam tredre da xay ra chién tranh.
K& tir d6, hai bén da cit dirt quan hé¢ v&i nhau. Hién gio néu nguwdi dan
nuwdc toi toi thi déu bi ho nha't quyé&t dong cira thanh khéng cho vao.”

“Vay nén 6ng khong t¢i d6 duoc.”

“U’, nén t6i danh doi & day.”

Nhirng mwoi nam sao?

A khéng, quan trong hon 13,

“Co ay da toi dat nwoc d6 te muwoi nam trede... Vay la... Co &y di lvu
vong hay nhu thé nao?”

“Khong dau. Vo t6i 1a mdt nie phu thay. Vay nén c6 ay da toi d6 d€
chién dau.”

“Toi hi€u c6 mudn noi gi. Toi doi nhitng mwdi nidm ma cd Ay van
khong tré vE, nén c6 khi nao cd &y da chét roi, phai khong?”

Toi gat dau.

“T6i cling nghi vdy. Nhung mot khi vAn con hy vong ring c6 4y van
song thi toi van ¢An phai cho, ding khong?”

“Phai vay sao?”

“Pwong nhién roi. Vi chung t61 la vor ch'dng ma.”

(1 29

T6i mudn tim loi nao d6 d€ dap lai, nhwng cudi cung lai chi im lang.
Sinh vat ndm bén canh Ong ta bong dirng diy, lao xao di chuyén.
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Nhirng s¢ii 160ng bui nhui hét nhw gié lau viron dai ra, nang than the tron
vo nhu tdo cAu 1én, bit dAu tir tdn chuyén dong bang vo s cdi chan. Nhitng
soi 16ng dong vai tro nhw chan &y dai hon cd nguoi toi, thé nén tdi dang
ngoi trén ghé” da phai ngwde 1€n nhin bd phan ¢ vé nhw 1a mat ctia sinh vat
d6. Khong tha'y mét. Trong chi nhrr mot khdi ciu moc day 16ng.

“Xin 16i... N6 1a cdi gi vay? Toi 18y 1am la sudt tw ndy t&i gio.”

Sinh vat hinh cdu vwon nhirng cdi chan t&i gitra téi va ngwoi dan ong,
sau d6 ha xuéng ngay gitra chiing téi. Ngwoi dan 6ng gio’ tay xoa xoa sinh



vat hinh cau day 16ng t&i gan minh va noi.

“Cudi cung c6 cling hoi dén roi. N6 ay ha? Toi cting khdng bi€t né 1a
sinh vat gi ntra.”

“A, cdi d6 nhin 12 t6i biét roi.”

“T6i chi bi€t nd l1a sinh vat s6ng & cai ghé€” da nay thoi.”

“0”, t6i git gi ddp, nhung nghi ki lai thi vin khong hiéu ndi, “E, néi
vay nghia la...”

Song & gh&” da? La sao?

“That ra thi to1 khong rd 14m vé né. Sau khi chién tranh két thic ma vo
t6i mii van chwa vé, toi bat du t&i doi & cdi ghd” dd nay. Tir ngay hdm d6,
t0i ludn tha’y né ddy. Van ludn & day tir sdng cho tdi 07 mit.”
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“C6 1€ n6 ciing dang doi mdt ai d6.”

“C6 1€ ha...”

“T6i c6 th€ ging gwong doi cho vor téi cho d&n liic nay déu 1a nho ¢6
n6. Khong hi€u sao khi ¢6 nd & bén, t6i cam tha’y ra't an tim. Vay nén m&i
c6 th€ tiép tuc cho.”

Viwra néi, 6ng ta lai vira xoa sinh vat hinh cdu. Sinh vit hinh cau ciing
khé rung rung dap lai.

“N6 ghét bi lam vay sao...?”

“Khong, n6 dang thich tha.”

(13 29

Tdi ciing bit chuwdc xoa thr. CAu 16ng qua nhién ciing hoi rung 1én.
Rung ddng truyén t&i toe xdc cam.

“A, gio’ thi n6 khong thich.”

“T6i thd’y né phan &rng y hét lic 6ng xoa né thdi ma.”

“Nguoi Ian dau tha'y sé chi nhin nhin nhw vay thoi, nhwng toi thi lai
hi€u dwoc.”

“C6 chuyén do6 sao?”

“That c6 chuyén nhw vay.”

“Cam giac giong nhw tam tw thwvong thong gitta vor ch'dong lau nam
nhi.”



“Vin6 da ¢ cung t6i nhirng mwoi nam roi.”
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Nguwoi dan Ong lai gior quat 1én phe phay, xa xam néi,

“Va ti gio cling s€ ludn & cung t6i.”

Thé& nén, c6 th€ hieu dwoe cam gidc khac biét d6 sao?

Con gi6 cudn theo hoi @m ddng ldc &y thoi ngang qua khu rieng. Mot
con gi6 khong mét lanh, cling khong néng nyc thoi qua chd ching t6i, va
sinh vat hinh céau lai nhé nhe dung dwa than minh. Bi€u cam d6 rd't cude co
y nghia gi, tdi hoan toan khong hi€u.

Sau mdt chiit dieng chin nghi ngoi nhw trén, t6i ti€p tuc ti€n veé phia dat
nwoc kia.

“U htt...?”

That 12 la. Canh twong trwedre méit hoan toan khic xa v&i nhitng gi ngudi
dan 6ng d6 k€.

“Chao mwng ntr phut thiy. Xin hoi ¢6 ¢6 phai ngwoi nwde bén kia khong
a?”

Nguwoi dan dng néi véi toi ring cong thanh di bi déng, nhung hién tai
toi lai thd'y né dwgc m@ binh thwong, va ngwoi linh gac cong dang cuoi
ni€m n& don ti€p toi.

“T6i 1a 1r khach. Khéng phéi ngwoi ctia nwdre bén kia.”

“Ra vay! Xin hdi c6 dy dinh ¢ lai day bao 1au?”, ngwoi linh gic cong
lai néi. “Né&u c¢6 th€, xin ¢6 hay & lai day it nha't ba ngay, ching t6i s€ rat
vui mung.”

“N Tai sao vay?”

Mot loi yéu cau ky la. Tai sao lai 1a ba ngay?

Nguwoi linh canh trd 101, “Bé&i vi ba ngay sau, nwde chiing t6i s€ két thic
chi€n tranh”, nhwng dap lai to6i 1a mdt chuyén con ky la hon ntra.

That dau dau.



Trong hai ngay ti€p theo, toi di vong quanh ngdm cinh dit nwéc. Diu
sao thi ho cling da m& 1oi moi & lai it nha't ba ngay, hon ntra t6i cling cé
chuyén quan tam.

C6 vé nhw tat cd dan ching cta da't nwdc nay déu noéng long cho doi
chién tranh k&t thuc vao ba ngay sau.

‘Chién tranh sép két thic roi!’

‘Ngay ma ching ta d@ mon mdi cho hon muwdi nim nay sip sira dén!’

‘Chung ta chuan bj ti€n Ién nao!’

Rat nhiéu bién cd ddng, tranh bi€m hoa dwoc gidng ddy trén dwong
phd’, ngap hét moi ngd ngach.

Th& nhung tai sao ba ngay sau chién tranh m&i két thic? O dat nudce
toi drng chan may hom truede ro rang chi€n tranh da két thdc 1au roi. Tai
sao chi ¢ phia bén nay chién tranh van chwa két thic?

T6i that mudn di quanh hoi mot chit vé van dé nay, va ding la t6i da
lam nhw vy d€ giét thoi gian. Nhung ddng tiéc rang moi ngudi & day déu
khong tra loii toi.

“Khong c6 gi dau, ba ngay sau co s€ hi€u.”

Ho déu am chi nhw vay.

(13 29

Va trong nhdy miét, ngay két thic chién tranh da t&i. Th& nhung khi
ngay do6 dén, t61 lai hoan toan ngo’ ngac.

“Tai sao...”

Tai vi sao, t6i hoan toan khong hiéu ly do.

R&t ddong ngwoi tip trung tai quang treong thanh phd. Hau hét déu la
ngwoi toi d€ xem, va giong nhw dang hao hirc cho doii diéu gi do, trén mit
ho déu n& nu cwei va hedng veé phia trung tim clia quang treong.

O d6 c6 mot vong tron dwgc nhirng binh linh mang theo sing lwoi 1€
tao thanh. Va td't cd hong sing déu dang huwdng vao trung tim vong tron.

(13 29

Thé& nhwng...

Tai sao & phia triedee lai tdp trung nhiéu sinh vat hinh cau c6 16ng ky la
kia vay? Nhirng sinh vat c6 bé ngoai giong hét sinh vat hinh cau da & cung
ngwoi dan 6ng téi gdp trong rieng hom trwdc, hién dang bi ho vay xung



quanh. T6i chi thd’y chiing gidng nhu ti binh bi 4p gidi di diéu phd, va cang
giong nhur nhitng ngwdi & ddy dang hiia lai bit nat ching. Nhitng sinh vat
hinh cau tap trung lai v&i nhau, run ray.

“Chung, chung 1a cai gi thé?”

T6i vO vai mOt nguredi cling dang quan st 1 hinh ciu dirng bén canh va
hdi.

Va ngay sau d6, t6i nhan dwge cu tra 101 don gidn nhw 1a chuyén hién
nhién.

“Lai con céi gi nira. Qud rd con gi. La nhing ntt phu thuy cia veong
qudc bén kia d6.”

R6t cudc t6i da dwore k€ cho nghe sy that cua da't nwde nay.

Sy that v€ mwoi nam trudc.

Anh hudng ctia chién tranh lan rong trong cd nuéde. T dit nuwde bén
kia xuét hién doan d6i dwoc tao thanh tw hang chuc nir phu thuy. Ngwoc
lai, & noi day lai chi ¢c6 duy nhat mot nit phit thily ma thdi. Co hoi thing
ban d4u 14 con s& khong tron trinh. Hang chuc nit phil thily &y bit dau gidm
dap 1én da't nwdc nay. Ho pha hily nha ctra, cong trinh kién trdc, phd hay vi
khi, teng bwde ting budc cudp doat di hét thdy nhirng thir ma dat nwdc
nay c6 th€ dung d€ chién ddu. Va van ménh cia ca da't nwdc da bi don toi
dwong cung danh phai dit hét 1én vai cia mdt ni pht thdy duy nhat.

“Khong 1€ chaamg cO cach nao trong mot [an 1a ti€u di€t hét ddm phu
thay d6 sao?”

N phu thiy xem trong t6 qudc hon bat cir diéu gi, d€ ngan chan sy
tdn cong ctia nhirng nir phut thiy nwdc dich, ¢6 da hién dang ca mang sdong.

Co6 dang Ién sinh mang cuia minh va gieo loi nguyén. T&i nhirng nir phi
thiy dang bay quanh bau troi da't nwde cd. Va dé 1a 1o nguyén bién doi
phurong thanh sinh vat ky la kia. Sau khi nhirng ntt phu thily van vay chit
noi day bi€n mat, dit nedc nay bit dau tién hanh chién tranh phong ngu.
Pa't nwde bén kia gitr bi mat tinh trang cda nhitng nr phu thiy dwoe phéi
di, va khong tdn cong thém lan nao nwa. Va sau dé, chi€n tranh ty nhién
két thiic, nhirng quan hé gitra hai nwde thi khdng han gin lai dworc.

“Nhan tién thi nhwrng sinh vat dé c6 ra't nhiéu ddc trung.”

“O9



“Bon ching thay vi néi la sinh vit sdng thi c6 vé cang giong do vat
hon. Ching khong can an gi, gap phai di€u gi cling s€ khong chét.”

“Nghia la...”

“Bi dim xudng nuwdc cling khdong van dé€ gi, bi lira dot cling khong
chdy, thAm chi bi dan bén thi nhitng c4i 16ng cta ching ciing sé can lai hét
cac dau dan. Nhirng co’ the' ba't ti.”

(13 29

“Nir phil thily ctia chiing toi da cd ging hét stec d€ chién tranh trong qué
khir khong 13p lai. Th& nhung co' the dat dwge sy bat ti nhw vy van c6
gioi han. Loi nguyén cia nir phi thuy da't nwdc tdi ¢6 han dinh vé thoi
gian. Mwoi nam k€ tw khi 1oi nguyén gico xudng, ching s€ khong con bat
te nira.”

“Chinh la n6i chuyén d6?7”

“Pung vay. Ngay hdm nay la vira tron mwoi nam sau.”

(13 29

“Vi vdy nén ching t6i chic mung. Vi hdm nay la ngay két thic chién
tranh.”

Va ngay luc do,

Nhirng ti€ng hoan hd rai rac ciia ngwoi dan déan to 1€n, mot trong s&
ching chuyén thanh ti€ng d&m ngwoc. Ting ti€ng v tay theo quy lut nhw
h6i thic dam binh linh dén vang 1én. Phia bén kia ddm nguwoi, t6i ¢ the
tha’y hai vai nhirng binh linh dang gong 1é€n. Va sau dé la ti€ng sing rén
vang.

Tai trung tAm quang triedng bj bao kin b&i nhirng ti€ng hoan hod va vod
tay, phdo hoa d thim xinh dep bén Ién, bao phil ca khong gian.

(13 29

Khong phai t6i dang vi von mi€u td gi dau, ma that sy d6 l1a nhing
chtim phdo hoa d6 rat thong thwong dang phong vut 1én. Xoe tay ra, roi vao
1ong ban tay tdi 12 mdt cdnh hoa bi gi6é cudn theo. Thit dwoc bin ra tir hong
sting 1a nhitng canh hoa. Khong phai Itra dan, nén dwong nhién cling khong
c6 ai chét ca.



Nguwore lai.

“Puore roi!!! Cudi cung ciing trd lai lam ngwoi r'oi!”

“A... Muoi nam that 1a dai...”

“Cudi cung da thoat khoi chdn dia nguc dé.... Nhung thang ngay that
dau kho...”

“Ruwou! Mau mang regu toi day!”

“T61 mudn an banh kem!”

“T61 mudn dan ong!”

Nhirng sinh vat ky la bi vy trong trung tdm vong tron tré lai thanh
ngwoi, trd lai 1a nhitng nir phu thay. Céc cd gitra nhitng canh hoa dé vui
mung O0m 18y dam binh linh va ngwoi dan xung quanh.

“O, th¢' nay la sao?”

Toi lai [an ntra nghi€ng dau hai.

“Sao cai gi? Qua r0 rang roi. Vi chién tranh da két thuc nén chung toi
vui mung.”

(13 29

“Xin 10i, nhwng cho t&i vira roi tdi van nghi, sau mwoi ndm, ho da
khong con ba't tir nita nén s& bi giét. T6i di cho riang s& c6 mot canh twong
nghiém trong nén...”

“CO ndi gi vay chir. Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Chiing tdi, trdi qua muwoi
nam thi da khoi phuc lai quan hé hoa hao v&i nhirng nir phi thiy &Yy. Ching
to6i tha thit cho nhau, cling bét tay sdng hoa thuan.”

“Thé& nhwng... Néu da vdy sao moi nguoi lai dong ctra thanh va khong
cho nguoi nwdc bén do lién lac gi?”

“Chung t6i dau con cich nao khac. Sau khi ca hai bén da ngung tan
cong, né€u trao tra nhirng nir phu thuy da bi bi€n hinh thi phai 1am thé& nao
de ho chap nhan cho dwoc? Khong 1€ cd nghi chiing t6i chi don gian néi
‘Nhurng ntr phu thay cta ciac 6ng da bi bieén thanh ddm sinh vat ky la nhw
thé” nay roi, nhung chiing t6i cling khong cé y dinh tdn cong ti€p nwra’ 1a ho
c6 th€ tha thir hay sao? Chuyén d6 chi cang d6 thém déau vao Ira. Vay nén
chiing t6i da ludn doi cho mwei ndm trdi qua.”

“Moi nguoi déu tha thir cho nhirng nguoi nwdc bén do r'oi sao?”



“Ching t6i tha thir, @ong thoi cling dwoc tha thir. Thoi gian da tr6i qua
ra't dai. Vay nén ching t6i cung nhirng ntt phu thiy &y cam thay that vui
mung vi chi€n tranh da két thdc.”

(13 29

N€&u nghi lai thi moi chuyén that don gian.

Muoi ndm sau nhirng sinh vt nay s€ khong con bat t, don gian bdi
loi nguyén dwore giai trie, nhirng sinh vat hinh ciu run 18y bay bi vay quanh
b&i nhirng binh linh khong phai vi ching s hdai dé€n bin rdn, ma la bdi
ching dang vui d€n phéat run. Day chaalng phéi la mot céi k€t qua nhe nhang
roi sao?

Tiéng vo tay durng lai.

“NOoi td1i thi ¢6 1a 1 khdch hd? Nwdc bén d6 dén gior van con cim han
ching t61 ding khong?”

Nghe cédu hodi, t6i cwoi kho dap, “Vang, dé€n nay cling phai mwoi nam
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Iro1.

Sau d6, toi van ti€p tuc & lai thanh phd ngép tran sy vui mirng nay mot
thoi gian, vira giao lwu v&i nhitng ni phu thdy sau mwoi nam da tré lai
hinh nguwoi, vira k€ cho nhirtng ngwoi dan noi ddy nhitng chuyén xay ra
ngoai kia.

Nguoi dan cia da't nwde nay cé vé da 1én sin du dinh cho sau nay. Sau
muoi nam, r6t cudc ho chinh thirc mé ctra thanh phd’ tré lai, tra lai nhirng
ntr phui thuy cho da't nwéc bén kia va 1én ti€ng yéu cau hoa giai.

Moi chuyén thuin lgi nhw vdy that tuyét. Du rang ciing chfmg lién quan
gl may dén toi.

(13 29

Sau mot thoi gian & lai, t6i cudi ciing ciing roi khoi da't nwde nay.

Cam gidc am wdt ciia nhirng con muwa tran ngdp khu rirng da hoan toan
bi€n ma't, nhirng con gié kho rdo khé ha't qua cb 4o t6i. Cam gidc that dé
chiu. N&u cuoi choi bay thi s€ cang tuyét vori hon.

“Pi thoi nhi?”



Nghi ngoii mot chat, tdi dirng 1én khoi chiéc gh&” da dwoc dat trong canh
rirng, 18y ra choi bay va nghiéng ngwoi ng'6i 1én. Chi€c choi nhe nhang noi
1én, cudn theo bui cét 1&n trén mit ghé”. Chi€c gh& dd trong khong van ling
1€ cho & noi d6, nhw dang dgii mét vi khach md&i xud't hién va tdi nghi
ngoi.



Chuong 9
Chuyén cii: Do nat lan trin

C h20 bui sang. Chao budi chiéu. Chao budi t6i.

No6i tém lai 1a cdi nao nhi? Ma thdi, thé nao cling dwoc. Co 1€ day la Tan
dau tién t6i m& 1o thé nay day. Vay xin phép cho t6i dwoc ndi 1o chao.
Lan dau lam quen. T6i 1a Elaina. Phu thily Tro Tan Elaina. T6i 1a mot nw
phil thily v&i mai téc xdm tro va cip mét xanh bigc. Trén ngwdi mic chiéc
do choang mau den, di mi phu thay va trén nguc l1a huy hi€u hinh sao 1ap
lanh.

C6 18 cau da biét toi 1a ai, nhuwng d€ chic chin thi toi ctt gidi thiéu lai
mot chut.

Vi vai nguyén nhan, hién tai t61 dang bi nhdt trong mdt noi gan giong
voi da't nwdc ma ciu dang thdy tredc mat. That dang buon 1a t6i da hoan
toan thit bai. Khong nhitng vy con vO y pham 10i. Tuy ¢6 th€ nguy bién
ring khong phai td't ca déu sé& dién ra diing nhw du dodn, hay chi 12 do t6i lo
dénh gi d6, nhung sy that 12 t6i da 1am mot chuyén that ngé ngan. Ngay khi
dinh trdn di thi tdt cd dd mudn, toi bi bt lai tai chd. Moi dwong thoat déu
bi bit kin. T6i c6 the’ cam tha’y trong khodng thoi gian nay y thirc con sét lai
trong d4u minh dang bi mét thir gi d6 xdm 1a'n, ma khong phai do ban than
toi lam chu nwra. Thanh thyc ma néi, téi dang danh ma't chinh minh.

Vay nén td6i mdi quyét dinh dwa ciu ra khoi noi nay. Va téi ¢c6 mdt
thinh ciu v&i ciu, ngeoi dang doc bire thue bén ngoai canh cong 16m kia.

Xin cdu hdy gidp t6i dwoc khong? B&i lic nay ddy chic chin t6i dang
bi nhitng thtt ky la trong veong qudc ky di tredc mét cdu mic sirc hanh ha
nhw nod 1&. T6i chi mong ciu lam gitp t6i duy nhid't mot viéc. D6 1a hiy dan
to1, ngwoi dang bi nhan chim trong thé” gidi cia nhirng thr ky quai d6 ra
bén ngoai. N&u c6 the ra ngoai thi chic chén sé thay doi dwoc gi d6. Toi



chic chén c6 th€ 14y lai dwoe ¥ thirc ctia minh. E ring tdi s& phan khang rat
manh mé vé viéc niy, nhung xin hay bit ép din tdi theo.

B&i néu khong nhw vay, ¢ 1€ toi sé chét & ddy ma't. Toi hieu 1€ ra minh
khong nén nho cdu 1am chuyén the nay. Thé nhung, dit ¢ gt tin nhin cau
ctru tir day ra bén ngoai, thi & noi rirng siu nay cling sé khong mot ai c¢6 th€
nhanh chéng t&i noi nay citu téi dwogre. D ¢6 may mén dwoc phat hién, liic
dé liéu t6i c6 con sdng hay khong? Khong dwoc, nhirtng nguoi téi ctru toi
¢ 1€ cling s€ budre vao mat 16 gidng nhw t6i da twng.

Thém vao dd, ciu cling khong phéi con ngwoi.

Cau l-a t-h-r g-i-6-n-g b-0-n h-o.

Vay nén téi quyét dinh nho t&i ciu.

Pay la mot van cwge. Bdi vi loai phép thuat nay da kha 1au t6i khong
dung toi. Va liéu cdu c6 the’ binh yén doc duoc birc the nay khong, toi cling
khong hé bi€t. Hodc n€u cé doc dwore, thi sau d6 c6 kha niang ciu sé xé bd
né6 cling nén. T trude t&i gior, toi cir ludn gay ra di chuyén, roi khi gip ric
&1 lai nho’ ciu gidp do, réi lai vor nhw céi gi cling khong biét. Thé nén toi
hi€u ro, viéc khan cau cdu thwc hié€n lic nay la that ich ky, that ngu ngdc,
that doi tra, n€u cdu da qua mét moi v&i nhirng chuyén do t6i gy ra thi ciu
ctr xé nod di, toi s€ khdng odn trach gi ca. Th& nhung, t6i da khong thé nho
toi ai khac ngoai ciu. Xin hay ctru toi!

Khi ta tinh day thi da th&’y birc thi nay dwoc dat ngay bén canh. Nhirng
loi xin 161 va khah CAu gt tdi ta dwgre viet bing nét chir rat dep.

(13 99

Noii ta dang dirng 1a sdu trong rieng. Ma tried'c mat ta chinh 1a mot thi
giong nhw da't nwdc ma cd &'y da viét trong thuw.

C6 vé ngay hom trwedre trosi viva mwra nén dwdi chén ta da tao thanh mot
viing nwdc dong. Nhin lwdt qua, noi d6 phan chi€u dang vé cua ta hién tai.

Mot khuon mat nhot nhat.

Tudi tac chi trong khoang dwdi hai 1lam. M6t mdi téc mau h'ong phan
hoi quéan, n€u d6i mau téc di sé gidng hét véi ¢o6 Ay. Trang phuc cling



gidng hét cd &y v&i chi€c 4o choang den. Th& nhung vi ta khdng phai phu
thuy nén khong cé ddi mii phu thuy, cling khong deo huy hiéu.

(13 29

C6 th€' ndi vé bé ngoai cha ta giong hét véi cd bé do.

Nguwoi ta thwong néi chd nudi nao thi cueng do, c¢6 1€ diéu nay cling
ding ca v&i nhirng d6 vat ma ho s& htru nira. L'an dau tién ta biét dwoc
viéc nhw vay.

Mot s that dang ngac nhién.

Poi dén ldc ta va cd &y ¢6 the€ binh an gédp lai nhau, dé€n ldc ta ¢6 the
ctru dwoce ¢6 dYy ra, ta s€ néi cho ¢ &y biét chuyén nay.

“Nao, di thoi!”

Tuy khong ¢6 ai & ddy nhung ta van 1én ti€ng. Qua nhién, ngay ca
giong ndi cling v6 cuing vd cling gidng voi ¢6 &y, chl nhan cua ta, ti€u thw
Elaina.

Vwra ding ldc tdi cwdi choi bay vao rung.

“Wa, mwaroi.”

Hon ntra con mwa ra’'t ndng hat, dot ngot roi xudng.

C4 ngay hom nay bau troi x4m xit, cho t&i vira ndy t6i van ¢ th€ cam
thay rd rang nwdc tich tu trong nhitng ddm mdy sip sira nd bung ra, nén
thoi tiét nhanh chéng chuyén thanh muwa ciing ching ¢6 gi qué ngac nhién.
Tham chi, chinh vi vay t6i m&i bay vao ring, b&i ba't cir Iic nao tdi cling
¢6 the tim mot chd tri mwa trong nay.

Th& nhwng, nhirng hat mwa roi xuéng lai di doi hon t6i twdng nhiéu.

“A, nay...”

Chuyén gi day co chit? Ting hat mwa dé dang xuyén qua nhirng canh
cAy nhw mdi nha che trén dau toi, va khién toi wdt nhep trong chdp mit.

Réc 181 roi. Néu ctt d€ nguyén thé ndy thi sé cdm lanh mat. Lam th&
nao gio?

b

“Hum...’

Phién toai khong bi€t lam sao, tdi phiing ma nghi ngoi, viea ding lic
thd’y dwoe phia dau kia con dwong mon trong rieng 1a mot tdoa nha Ion an
hién. Gap may r'6i! Toi ngay 14p tirc quy€t dinh di toi do.



“Xin hoi! C6 ai & trong khong?”

Gitra trosi muwa, t6i ca't choi di, cAm 6 g0 cira, canh cong dwoc chon gitra
nhirng birc twong thap hon than cay bén ngoai. Nhirng canh nhanh cua cay
cd1 tira nhr mudn vwon tdi, cham vao mat twong, d€n khi nhin thirc dwoc
ring nhitng bitc twong niy do ty nhién tao ra, 1A mot phan cta cdnh ring
thi t6i cling hi€u dwore da't nwdc nay da ton tai tw rd't xa xwa. Biét thi biét
vay thoi, hién tai t6i chi cau mong ho mau mau m& cong. Va ngay sau khi
toi vira nghi dit, canh cong dwo'c mo ra.

Ket ket ket.

Cung v&i tiéng ken ket vang 1én, téi dan nhin thd'y quang canh phia sau
canh cong.

(1 29

Ngay sau do6, t6i 1ap tirc héa da. Ha hd'c miéng khong néi duoc gi.

Phia sau canh cong 1a mdt quyén sach dang lo’ Itrng gitra khdng trung.
N6 m¢ ra nhw canh bwd'm phap phoi dap 1én dap xudng. Toi ngay 1ap tiec
nhan ra, noi day khong phai mét da't nwdc binh thwong.

“A, xin 18i. C6 th€ cho tdi xin tri mwa & diy dwoc khong?”

Sau khi hoan h'on, t61 da nghi minh c6 nén quay ngwoc ra khong, nhung
that sy viéc ti€p tuc di chuyén trong troi mwa khi€n t6i con thad’y khé chiu
hon, nén...

(13 29

C6 vé nhu quyén sach d6 hi€u nhirng gi t6i dang ndi, n6 hoi ha ngwoi
xudng roi lai m& rdng “canh” ra, dan dwong twr ctra di vao.
(13 ‘7”

“Cam on nhiéu.”

Va thé€ 1a téi budc chan ti€n vao da't nwde do.

Sau lung t0i, cdnh ctra m&i md ra lai kén ket khép lai. Khi t6i quay dau
nhin lai thi da khéng con thay duoc thé gidi bén ngoai nira.

Neéu goi not day la mot quoc gia thi né lai qué tieu di€u, nhung goi l1a
phé& tich thi lai qua nguy nga. Phia bén trong day ip céc loai &6 vat. Ban

nay do bén ngoai mwa 1on nén t6i khong nhin thdy dwoc, nhwng khi da di
vao trong thi that khiing khi€p. Trén con dwong nhd hep bi bao quanh béi



nhirng nha dan, dwdi chan toi da céc loai dia vor, dong h'é hdng, gd'u bong
rach 10i ca bong ra ngoai, rit nhiéu nhitng ¢’ vt linh tinh nim la liét.

Noi day that sy qué ky di.

Chfmg may chdc sau, quyén sach bay lwdt vao bén trong mot tda nha.
Ngay 181 vao 12 bang chit “Nha tro” ndm bat dong dwdi dat. Toi gidm 1én
no6 di vao trong.

“Gi thé nay...”

Bén trong lai cang ky quai hon.

C6 vé nhw khong chi ¢6 duy nha't quyen sach kia la bi€t c dong, bdi
ngay nhw cdi t chi con vo ngoai kia, hay cdi gh& khong chan, chiéc diia
gay, chdi quét nha déu dang tw do ty tai lwon quanh bén trong. Gidng nhw
thé chiing dang song, dang di lai bing chin ctia minh vay. Khi ching nhin
tha’y toi, ta't ca déu nhay Ién.

... Pay la dang chao doén sao?

Chéc khong dau, the nhung.

“Xin 101, y 1a toi ¢6 th€ tro lai ddy ding khong?”

‘..., quyén sach khé gt gu Ién xudng.

“Xin chan thanh cam on. T6i ngt ¢ dau dwoc day?”

...... >, t6i hoi xong, quyén sdch lai bay di ti€p, din tdi t&i mot cin
phong. Xét theo hwdng tich cyc ma néi thi cdn phong nay ra't ¢6 gu riéng,
con theo hwdng tiéu cyre ma ndéi thi chi 1a mét can phong cii ky. Thé nhwng
vay cling da la td't. Ngwore lai véi cdn phong xap xé, giwong va d6 vt trong
nha déu kha mdi, ¢6 th€ tha'y da'u vét tung dworc stra chira. B&i chiing moi
mdt cach ky la nén khi€n can phong tran ngdp cam gidc doi lap.

“Gia ca thé' nao vay?”

...... > Quyén sach Iiic nay lai 1ic nguwdi sang trdi sang phai. Nhirng hat
nwdc muwa van dong lai trén ngurdi né bin hét vao mit toi.

“Thém ntra, t6i mudn hdi mot chit, cdi giwong trong phong nay sé
khong ty ctr dong ding khong?”



lang.

Qua nhién, ddng nhw t6i dy dodn, cdi giwong cling c6 th€ ctir ddng, nén
toi duoi nd ra khoi phong, va sau da'y ca dong d6 vat cling bi duoi ra hét.
Sau khi don dep xong ta't ca va can phong yén tinh tré lai, toi thay d0 va
12y tir trong tdi x4ch ra tdi ngl va trdi xudng, chop mit mot chit. Nhim
maét lai, tdi c6 th& nghe 18 ti&€ng mwa dang rao rao trit xudng.

Ngay hom sau, troi van tiép tuc mura.

That dang ti€c nhung dy dinh du hanh trong hom nay cliing danh hoan
lai.

Quyén sach bay t&i phong toi thué ngay twr sang so'm.

“A, chao budi sang.”

“Xin 16i. T6i mudn tro lai diy cho t&i khi ngirng mua, c¢6 dwoc khong
a?’?

Quyén sach khé gat g, sau d6 lai hoi hat ngwoi tredre sau méot chuit.

N6 dang n6i1 “Theo t61” sao?

Sau khi dong cira thay quén 4o, tdi 1ién theo sau quyén sach. Vwa di ra
ngoai mot 1at, dap vao mét t6i chinh 12 mét tda kién tric gid'ng nhuw lau dai,
vO cung to 1on, 1on hon nhi€u nhirng tdoa nha khac & day. Quyén sach dung
lai ngay tai do6.

“Pay la cai gi the?”

T6i hoi, th€ nhwng quyén sach k\héng tra 1o lai. N6 lam nhw khong
tha’y t6i, mdt minh di vao, bi€n mat dang sau canh ctra da ty minh mé ra.

“Hum.”



Tuy c6 chut khong phuc nhung cing khong con cach nao khac, t61
danh phai di theo vao. Chéc hin 12 n6 ¢6 thu’ g1 d6 mudn cho to1 xem, to1
nghi. Quyéh sach dirng lai tredc canh clra ndm phia cudi tAng mot.

Cénh ctra qua nhién ciing ty dong m¢ ra. Va ciing gidng nhw khi canh
cé’/ng & noi nay hé me, toi khong the’ ca't 1én mot chir nao. Chi ¢6 thé€ mé to
mat kinh ngac.

Sau khi doc k¥ birc thw ctia ¢6 &Yy, ta go cOng.

“Xin chao. T61 la... @6 vat du hanh. That ra to61 1a mdt loai d6 vat. Vi cd
vai nguyén nhan nén hién tai mang hinh dang con ngwosi.”

Nguwoi dang cat 1oi chao hoi ky quéai d6 voi quyén sach dang lor Iing
bén kia canh cOng chinh 1a ta. D6 vat du hanh 1a cdi gi vay ch?

“Ho ho. La d6 vat sao? Nghia la ¢6 ¢6 the nghe tha’y ti€ng ndi cia ta?”

“Thwa, ding vay.”

“U' hit... Thd vi 1dm. Cb ciing 1a thr @6 vat da sdng rat 1au roi nhi. Ta
c6 the tha'y ¢6 1a mét thir d'6 t6t.”

“Camona.”

“Thé& nhung vi ly do gi ma ¢6 lai mang hinh diang cta nhan loai? Né&u
dwore c6 th€' k€ cho ching ta nghe cau chuyén cua c6 dwoc khong?”

“Pwoc chir a.”

“Vay ta s& din cd t&i chd nhing nguwdi ban cia ta. Nhat dinh moi
ngwoi déu mudn dwoc nghe chuyén c¢6 k€. Nhirng ciu chuyén cua @6 vat
tw noi khac dén chinh 1a thd giai tri hi€m hoi ctia bon ta.”

“Ra vay. Puwoc a. Khdng sao ca. Paoi lai, ngai ¢ thé chuan bi gidp toi
mot cho tro khong?”

“Khong thanh van dé. Ta s€ chuah bj cho ¢6 chd td't nhat.”

Sau d6, ta ctr nhw vay xam nhéap vao da't nwde do.

“Qi troi, c6 bé d6 ddng yéu qua.”

“To6i tha'y roi.”

Phia sau lung ta, nhirng ti€ng thi thim nhw vy vwra vang 1€n, canh cong
vira ket ket khép lai.



“N6i dén thi, ddng vé von di cia c6 la gi vay?”

Ti€ng ndi ti€p tuc ciu chuyén vang Ién twr phia trwdc, ta quay dau lai.
Mot cau hdi dwong nhién. Va cling khdng ¢6 gi phai che gid'u ca.

“Ta 1a mdt cay chdi.”

Thé nén ta tra 1o1i.

“Ngai bi€t da’y, c6 mot loai choi ma nhieng ntr phu thiy hay dung. Ta
chinh 1a loai choi d6.”

Di t¢i khodng gilra trung tAm da't nwde ndy, ta dwoc dan dén mot toa
kié€n tric trong nhw 1au dai, to 1'n hon bat ci thi gi & day.

“Nao nao. Xin mei 1t khach. Chinh la noi day.”

Quyén sédch din ta vao bén trong l4u dai, leo 1én cAu thang ngay gén 187
ra vao va di lén tang hai.

“Lau dai nay r6t cudc la cdi gi vay?”

“Noi day, xwa kia tirng 1a mot dat nwde. Va diy chinh 1a noi diec vua
thong tri khi d6 sinh sdng. N6i ngan gon thi né 1a hoang cung.”

“0 '6.” Ta tiép tuc theo sau quyén sich, “Vay dirc vua d6 hién dang &
dau?”, nghiéng dau hai.

Nghe vy, quyén sach thoang ngwng lai, chi dap ding mot cau, “Hién
tai Ong ta khong & day.”

Mot cau that lanh ling. Va sau d6, dwng lai tredc canh cira cudi day
tang hai.

“Nao, xin moi 1t khach. D€ ta gidi thiéu nhirng ngwoi ban cta ta.”

Tdi dieng hinh, dAp vao tredc mat tdi 1a nhitng béng ngudi di lai d6 dy.
Tuy rat it th6i, nhung thye sy 1a & ddy cling ¢6 con nguwoi sinh sdng.

“Qi troi, chan gdy hét roi sao? Khong sao, d€ tdi sta lai cho ngai.”

“Anh dia, anh dia, anh sip khong s{ra dwgc nra roi, anh dueng lam
chuyén gi qua strc nira, khong thi ho... A! Toi xin 10i, xin 16i! Xin dtng
ném manh vo di nhw vay!”

“Ho ho ho, cau gad'u bong, cau lai bi rach r'oi sao? Khong sao. D€ t6i stra
cho ciu.”



Nhirng ngwoi d6 ¢é vé la ngwoi chuyén phu trach stra chira d6 vat &
day. boi dién ho, trong cin phong rdng 1én trai khip déu 1a nhitng &6 vat
xwa cii, hdng héc. Do tudi ra't khac nhau, gia tré nam ntr déu cé du. Ngheé
nghi€p cua nhitng nguoi d6 cling ra't khac nhau, tor nhirng ngwoi mac trang
phuc y nhw 1 khach d&n phu thay, déu da ca. N6i tom lai 1a mot can phong
ra’t hon tap.

Nghiéng dau hi¢u ky v&i canh twong ky la trede mét, toi di t&i chd mot
ong lao dang lam viéc bén trong. Mot 6ng 130 cé vé ngoai ctia mdt phu
thay, trong vo cung 1o luyén.

“Xin héi, 6ng dang lam gi th&" a?”

Ong 130 nhin lai toi,

“H6. Chau la ngroi méi a? Con tré qua nhi.”

“Da?” Nguwoi moi?

“U ht? Chau 1a nir phu thiy sao? T6t qud. Vay 1a cdng viéc cia ta ¢
thé nhe bot r'6i.”

“Xin 16i 6ng... Ong dang néi cdi gi ma ngudi m&i véi cong viee the a?”

“H¥? Nhin chau nhw vy, chdu van chwra biét gi vé noi day sao?”

“Chau vira m&i t&i ddy hom qua.”

“Ra vdy.” Ong ldo vudt chom rdu tring tinh cta minh, roi vira khau lai
canh tay cua chi gdu bdong nhd dang nhdy tung twng tred'c mét vira noi.
“Noi nay la noi chuyén stra chira nhirng @6 vat bi hong. Mot vat du thé nao
thi cling c6 han dung nhat dinh, nén ching t6i & day d€ sira nhirng d'6 vat
da hét han nhw vay.”

6‘\(5 .’7

“That ra thi cling ¢6 nhirng @0 vat c¢6 tinh bi hong tried'c khi hét han d€
dén day.”

0%.

M4y mén d6 d6 bi chieng ti ngwore hay sao vay?

“Hwm...” Thé& nhwng, nhitng nguwoi nay cé th€ & diy d€ stra chira @0
vat hong héc cling dong nghia 1a, “Moi ngwoi déu la ngwoi toe noi khac tdi,
dwoc nhitng ngueoi dan noi day thué toi lam viée sao?”

Néu dwgre thi tdi rat mong dwore gdp nhirng ngwoi dan s6ng & day. Toi
that sy mudn biét thém vé da't nwde ky la nay.



AZ ’9

“Pang ti€c, khong phai. Chuing t6i khong phéi dwoe thué dén.
“......7 Bi€m mau chd't day roi. “Vay a? Vay la moi ngwoi déu dinh tran
mua to ngay hém qua nén t&i day trd mwa a?”

Thé& nén ho m&i stra lai nhirng d6 vat nay thay cho loi cam on. Ra la
vay.

“Khong dau. Pang ti€c, nhung ciing khong phdi. Chiing t6i s6ng tai
day. Chung t61 song trong nha ho, va lam viéc phuc vu ho.”

“Sdng trong d6 luén sao? Nhung vi sao chir?”

“Ai biet dugre. Ta quén ma't roi. H6 hd ho.”

C6 vé bdi tudi da cao nén trf nhé clia dng 130 khong dworc td't 18m.

“Ong da & day tir khi nao a?”

“Ai ma biét. Ciing da ra't 1au vé truede, khi d6 ta 1a thwong nhan dang di
tim san pham c6 th€ budn ban dwoc, roi ta tim ra noi nay, va khi ta chid y
toi thi da 1am viéc & day r'oi. HO ho ho.”
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Nghe cau chuyén dén day, tdi cudi cung cting nhan ra no1 day, noi nhin
nhw 1a mot dat nwde va cé s ky di clia mot noi khong phai 1a mot dat
nwoc.

Néu nghi ky thi ngay tw viéc d6 vit co th€ ty di chuyén ciing da ky la
roi. Quay dau lai, téi nhin chim chim vio quyén sich van dang lo ling
trén khong. NG vAn nhw cii, im ling khong néi gi, nhe nhang phip phdi
nhirng céi “canh” gidng nhw mot con budm.

Nhu chi ¥ t&i tAm mét cda tdi, né bay t&i bén canh. VAin nhw cii khdng
mot 101 nao, dwong nhw néu khéng ¢é tinh huéng nao budc phai mé miéng,
thi n6 s€ ctr ludn khdng néi gi, hoan toan khong thé€ dy doan dwoc. Va roi
quyén sach dwng lai tried'c mat toi.

Chinh la Iic do6.

Cam gidc nhw c6 cdi gi d6 cirng rin dap vao dau toi, mit dat nhw dio
16n, mdt cam giac ba't on tan cong thaalng vao toi.

Khi 18y lai tinh th@n thi t61 da thdy minh ngd sdp trén san nha, khi
ngang dau 1€n, tdi thdy quyén sach bay dang cuii xuéng nhin minh. Ca



ngudi t6i ning nhw chi, y thirc ting chit mot bién mat, chang miy chdc,
ngay ca mot ngon tay ciing khong thé cit ddng dwoe ntra. Nhirng chuyén
sau do6 tdi khong cach nao nho r6.

“Nhung vi nay la ban ctia ngai sao?”

Trén tang hai, trong cin phong nim cudi ddy day kin cdc loai &6 vat.
Tw nhirng thir nhd nhw chi€c bit cho dén nhirng vat 1on nhw gia sach. Bon
“ho” dang d6i1 mat v&i nhitng quyén sdach cé boc ngoai gidng hét quyén
sach bén canh ta, néi chuyén.

‘Khong phai, tai sao a? Ngai nhin diy nay! Chd nay hdng hoan toan
ludn r'6i! Thé nay khdng the ctr dong thém chiit nao nira!’

‘Ta da sOng rat lau roi, cd ngwoi khong chd no thi chd kia déu hong
héc hét ca. Thé nén mau stra cho ta di.’

‘Ta khong dwgc roi... Thanh that thi ta von chi 1a thi hang 106i ngay tw
dau da khong the ct dong... Hu hu...’

Nhirng d6 vat dang yé&u &t 1én ti€ng voi nhirng quyén sach d6 déu da
vO cung cii ki, hdng héc. Pay r6t cude 1a noi nao? Ta nghiéng dau kho hiéu,
quyeén sach 1ién giai thich.

“Pay la quay dang ky stra chira.”

“Q)

“(Y day ho s& nhan ding ky stra chita hay ki€m tra dinh k¥, sau d6 gii
xudng dia di€m stra chira & fang mot.”

“O ra vay.”

“Va ciing chi 1a noi cho m&’y ngwoi ching ta tu hop va cam ram.”

“Y 14 nhitng ngwdi gia khi ranh r8i thi s& tap trung lai novi nay sao?”

“Lai n6i, gan day cac loai\ d6 vat con bung nd xu hwdng thich hgp the
ntra. Co ¢6 thd'y géc phong dang kia ¢6 rat nhi€u d6 vat chat déng lai voi
nhau khong?”

“That ra thi t6i chi nhin thd'y mot ddng rac dang cha't & d6.”

Quyén sach bi nhirng loi cua ta choc cwori.

“Bdi vi ching ta qua thi€u thir d€ gidi tri, thé nén ching ta ¢ qua nhiéu
thoi gian rdnh rdi. Th& nén dau con cdch nao khac.”

Viwra néi, quyén sach vira ti€n sau vao trong can phong.



“Nao, xin moi 1t khach. Hay d€'ta gidi thiéu ¢6 v&i moi nguoi.”

Ta di theo sau nd, nhung qua nhién do bé ngoai hién tai vo cung ky la,
nén fAm mét ctia nhitng phu 3o ranh rdi chi d&n day d& cam ram tin giu,
cung tat ca nhirng quyén sach dang ti€p chuyén may nguoi kia thi thoang
lai lwdt qua nguoi ta.

Quyén sach dung lai chinh gitra phong, bay vong quanh nguwoi ta va
noi.

‘Moi nguoi. Ngay hdm nay, mot nguoi ban ¢6 hinh dang hi€m gip da
toi dat nwdre cua ching ta. Xin hay nhin day. B'6 vat mang hinh diang con
nguoi.’

Sw ring dong tran ngap khép cin phong.

‘Cdi gi co? D6 vat mang hinh dang con nguoi?’

‘That hi€m c6.

‘La d6 vat song 1au ndm roi sao?’

‘Thé& nhwng lai thanh hinh ddng nhw con ngwoi, that dang thwong. ..’

‘Moi nguoi, xin trat tw. Viéc mot @6 vat lai ¢6 hinh dang nhw con nguwoi
la mét van dé dang lo ngai d&i v&i ching ta. Hay cuing hdi xem vi sao ¢
&y lai bié€n thanh hinh dang nhw thé nay di. Va te d6, ching ta c6 the gidp
do, tré thanh stec manh cda c6 &y.’

Quyén sach tiép,

“Vi sao w? Vi ¢6 &y gi6ng voi ching ta, déu la @6 vat. C6 ay la dong
ban ctia chiing ta.’

Quyén sach thé ra, cling khong néi mét loi nao dai y nhw “Mei ¢6” ma
da lwét téi phia bén kia roi dung lai.

Ta c6 th€ cdm thay hét thdy fAm mét clia nhitng d'6 vat bén trong cin
phong déu tip trung vao ta.
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Ta im lang trong mdt thodng va naoi.

Trong dau ta hién 1én k& hoach da chuan bi tred'c dya trén birc thw ma
tieu thw Elaina da vi€t d€ dwa c6 2y ra ngoai.

“T6i bi mét nir phu thily xau xa phtt phép bi€n thanh hinh dang nhw thé’

nay.



Ky trc cta toi k€ twr 1dc ngd't di vd cing mo’ h'6.

Khi t6i tinh tdo lai thi ban than da tr& lai phong, va ky la la céi giwong
va d6 dac ma tdi da dudi ra ngoai déu trd lai trong phong, nhwng toi lai
khong hé d€'y dén ching ma ct the' roi khdi phong.

Noi toi di t&i chinh 1a tAng mot cha lau dai. O dé, toi gidng nhw nhirng
ngudi khic, bit dau cong viéc stra chira ¢6 vat.

“Oi, ban hét ca roi nay. Nhung khong sao. Vi toi 1a nit phl thay nén c6
th€ dé dang tay sach cho ngai.”

Bing mot chd't giong ngot ngd’y ma chinh ban than cling khong ngo
dwore, toi vira néi vori @6 vat im lim & tred'c mat viea phi phép.

“U htr? Ngwoi méi. Lam khong t6i. H6 hd hd.”

“Vay a? U phu phu.”

Puwoc 6ng 130 phu thdy lam vi€c phia bén canh khen ngoi, trén mat toi
tran ngdp y cuoi, nhung thit dang ti€c. Toéi & noi d6 lai khong phai 1a toi.
Sudt mdt ngay to6i déu & trong trang thai nhw dang mor, y thirc va ky e déu
khong ro rang, twa nhr mot con rdi gd bi ngwoi khac diéu khién, cor the
hoan toan khong nghe theo chi dao cia ban than. Nhung dang so’ hon 1a toi
lai chdp nhin né va khong hé nghi ngo’ gi ca.

Va khi quyén diéu khi€én co the trd lai voi t6i 1a lic man dém da budng
xudng, khi tdi da tré lai phong tro.

“U ... Chuyén gi th&...”

T6i khong the’ ngirng run ray trwede hién thye dang sor.

Nhic m&i nhé, trude day toi ciing di tirng d&€n mot noi nhw thé nay.
Noi d6 1a mot dat nwde toan meo 1a meo, mot da't nwde ky qudi, noi con
nguwoi déu bi 1 meo thoi mién. Khi Ay, ngdu nhién th€ chit caa toi lai ¢6
kha ning khidng cy v&i meo nén mdi binh an vo sy thoat dwoc khoi do.
Nhung Tan nay, rd rang noi diy cling giong da't nwde &y, nhung rd't cude vi
nguyén nhan gi ma téi lai bi thoi mién chir?

Khong c6 gi phai suy nghi cd. B&i noi day 1a noi d6 vat cé th€ thoi
mién con nguoi. Va cling gidng véi da't nwdc ay, ba't k€ 1a tinh yéu, tinh
than hay bat ctr thi gi cling d€u bj cudn trdi di mat.

“Hum hum hum...”



Réc rdi that. Cho du thé nao ciing phai tim cach roi khoi ddy. Du troi
van dang mwa ciing mic ké. B&i noi nay 12 mot noi con dang sor hon ca
viéc phai di trong mwa ntra. N6i gi thi ndi, gio’ nén trén ra ngay 1ap tirc thi
hon.

Nghi vay, tdi voi vang 138y choi bay ra, nhung ngay sau do,

“h_

Khong biét tw lic nao, tir chi€c giwong vwra tré lai phong, ga giwong
vueon dai ra, tom 187y tay toi va kéo tdi VE phia giwong.

A, ctr th& nay thi hoan toan khong tron thoat dworc.

T6i nhin ra diéu nay sau khi da bi gitr chat trén giwong voi céi chin
trim 1én ngwoi kin mit.

“Uuvm uvm...”

Noi nay hoan toan la mét nha tu.

Ngay hdom sau, lai Ian ntra, tdi mong lung nhw ngwoi trong mor, vo cling
than nhién ti€p tuc cong vi€c cia minh.

“R6i! Da stra xong roi a. Ngai nh¢ it gin sire khoe!”

V&i nu cuoi néd rong trén khudn mit, tdi tién ngai gd'u bong vira dworc
minh stra lai cho. Tham chi 1a du t6i dang vAy tay chao tam biét, nhung toi
lai ra't mudn gao 1én ring “May la ai viy?”. RS rang day chinh I ban than
toi...

MObi khi t&i trra, ching toi dwoc nhing cai n'oi, thdt (déu 1a nhirng thie
da vo cung cii) chia @6 an cho. Nhirng thit dwoc chia ludn ¢6 dinh, dé 1a
nhtrng loai rau sinh tredng quanh khu vyc nay, toan rau, rau va rau. Noi
tom lai chinh la rau thap cam.

“H6 ho h6. Ngon qua.”
“Nhurng 14 rau nay that twoi ngon!”
) “Puing th&". C6 th€ nhan dwoc mén an nhw thé nay, ching ta that may
mdn.”
Thé& nhwng moi nguoi déu dn mot cach vui mung. Toi cdm thdy that
dang so’, nhwng trén mat thi lai nhoén cuoi.
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Van nhoén cwdi nhu vy, tOi v&i tay 14y chd rau d6, nhwng ¢6 the€ do
qua ghét no, t6i dung strc lyc toan than d€ ngan canh tay dang vwon ra. Sy



dau tranh gitra mot bén Ia td6i va mot bén khdng phai t6i khi€n canh tay
dwng khyng lai gitra khong trung, run 1€n ban bat.

“U’ hi? Tiéu thw thinh thoang gianh lai dwoc quyén diéu khién than the
sao?”

Phat hién tinh trang ky qudi cda t6i, 6ng 1do vira néi vira nhai xao xao
cho rau trong mi€ng.

“C..Co..v...Ja.v.4..y..”

A, t01 néi dworc roi.

“Ho6 ho hd. Ta lic dau cling thé”. B&i ghét phai 1am viéc & day nén ta da
nghi du thé&" nao cling phai tim céch thodt ra.”

0.

“B... By gio...thi...sa...0..a?”

“Pirng néi bing giong khan dic ma mit twoi cwdi nhw vy, dang sor 1im
ti€u thu!”

Ong 130 vét sach dia rau va tiép,

“Hién tai thi khong nghi gi hé€t. Hon th& ntra, khi ¢ day thi ta con cam
thay ra't dé chju.”
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“Gi chr? Ti€u thw r'o6i cling trd thanh nhw vay thoi. Giong ta va nhirng
ngwoi khac.”

Va 6ng lai néi.

“Pung lo. Hay giao phé ban than cho nhirng d6 vat noi day. Tie€u thw sé
tha’y that nhe nhom.”

Chuyén nhw vy t61 tuyét doi khong chap nhan.

Tuy mu6n dap lai nhw th€’, nhung that dang ti€c, y chi cta t6i lic nay
lai thua cudc.

Ong 140 néi “lic d4u”. Vay c6 nghia 1a thoi gian trdi qua cang lau, co’
hdi tron thodt s€ cang hiru han.

Nhwng ngwoee lai, hién gio cling khong phai 1a co hdi kha di d€ tron di.

“Huem hum...”

Budi &1 ngiy hom d6, toi di suy nghi ky. Liéu c6 the trén bang chdi
khong nhi? May mén 1 tinh tir ldc tdi bi nhdt trong nay méi chi qua mot



thdi gian ngdn nén khong chi kha ning néi, ma ddi ldc tdi van cé the khoi
phuc lai hanh dong cua co’ thé. Va cdi ngay ma con mwa kéo dai dai dang
sudt bao ngay cudi cung da tanh ciing 1a mdt ngay nhw vay, khi toi c6 the tw
do di€u khién co’ the’ minh hanh dong theo y mudn.

“Pay chinh la co’ hdi tot.”

To1 nght.

T6i khong ngdc dé€n mirc bi co hdi bat ngo nay lam cho ngdy ngdc.
Nhanh chong, toi van dung toan than da dwgc ty do ctia minh, va nhanh
nhen ti€n hanh tirng bwde d€ ban than tr6n ra thanh cong.

“Bién!”

Budc dau tién. Cac loai d6 dac va chi€c giwong nay chinh la phién
tqéi. Ngay 14p tirc, tdi dudi ching ra khdi phong, dong bang cira ra vao
bang phép thuat d€ ching khong th€ vao dwoc. Phia bén kia canh ctra
truyén dé€n am thanh dip ctra ‘dm ‘Am, nhwng budc dau vy la thanh cong.

“Hay!”

Budc thir hai. LAy chdi ra. Xong!

“Ho bién!”

Budc thi ba. Thye hién hai loai phép thuét. Loai thir nha't 1a mot phép
thuat dO’I} gian ma bat ky ai ciling c6 th€ sit dung, nhwng khong ai c6 the
nhin ra rang né da dwgrc phtu phép. Loai thir hai 1a loai phép thuat ky diéu
hon hét thay do chinh t6i sdng tao ra trong nhirng ngay theo hoc ¢6 Frann.

ba phu phép xong.

“Nao!”

Va cudi cung.

Vi€t the. Xong.

Khong c6 tré ngai gi, cac khau chuan bj déu da thyc hién tot.

Thé& nhung, ddm ddng ngoai kia chic chin khong d€ toi tron thodt dé
dang nhw vdy. Ngay sau khi vira viét xong birc thw, nhirng d6 dac va chiéc



girong bj tO6i dudi ra ngoai da din thém nhiéu ddng bon t¢i, phd v& cdnh
cua t6i da dong bang lai.

‘Bang’, phia bén kia canh ctra 1a mot tdp doan nao la giwong, ban, ghé’,
dia, dao, day thwng, chan, ga... nhanh chéng ap vao phong. T6i ngay 1ap tirc
chay trdn. Nim chic cdn chdi, theo ding du dinh, toi phé ctra s& xong ra
ngoai, bay trén nhtrng con phd nhin nhw nhitng bai ph&” tich. Qua nhién,
nhirng @6 vat d6 khong d€ t6i ctr thé’ ma trdn di. Tw canh ctra s6 vor, di loai
d6 vat ti€p ndi nhau tran ra, duoi theo t6i. Pang kinh ngac 1a trong d6 ¢6 ca
nhirng manh v& ctia chi€c ctra sO toi vira tong vo'.

Mot tay gite can choi, mot tay t6i vung diia phép bi€n gié thanh nhirng
vién dan Tan lwgt danh rét ching, nhung dang ti€c, s6 lwgng d6 vat that sy
qué nhiéu. Khong chi 1a @6 vat tran ra tir chd ctra sO kia, ma ca nhirng d
vat dang rdi rac khip noi trong thanh phd nay déu rio rio dudi theo toi.
Ch:flng ma’y chd’c, cac loai @0 vat da tap trung thanh ca doan.

“Uwa...”

Vira ti€p tuc chay xa, tdi vira roi tAm mét 1én phia trude. Loi vio cla
dat nwdc ky la nay da & ngay phia trwedc roi. N&u c6 th€ ndi loi tam biét
lic nay thi that tot.

— Thé& nhwng, moi chuyén lai khong thuan 1ot nhue vay.

Khi d3 t&i ngay gan cdng vao, nhu da bj 14p trinh sdn, co’ the tdi bdng
khong con nghe 10 nira. DU ¢d gong 1én thé nao thi co thé tdi van khong
ngirng run 1én, chéng the 1am gi dworc.

Chfmg may chdc, co' thé khdng con theo ¥ chi cda t6i nira, roi twr trén
choi xudng.

“Qua nhién... Tha't bai roi sao.”

Nga xudng mai nha, téi ngang dau nhin 1én bau troi. Dé€n day, co’ th€
toi da khong con run 1én. Va hién tai, cling chi c¢é phén tw cd tré 1én la toi
van con diéu khién dwoc bang ¥ chi clia minh.
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Khong, t6i da biét tredc chuyén s€ thanh thé nay. Néu c6 thé chay trén
bang chdi thanh cong thi chinh 12 phadi ho to ‘van van tu¢”, nhung tir lic
nghe cau chuyén ctia 6ng 1o thi t6i da bi€t hau nhw sé khong the thuan loi
tron khdi ddy mot cach dé dang. Du c6 chay trdn thi mot thir gi d6 dang
tran ngdp noi day cling s€ khong ché&” dau 6c t6i, khi€n tdi khong the nao



diéu khién than th€ minh dwgrc. C6 1€ du c¢6 pha huy hét nhirng d'6 vat nay
thanh ttrng manh thi k&t cuc van s& nhw vay.

Thé nhwng.

Chinh vi th& nén tdi da pht phép hai loai phép thuit 1€n cay choi.

Mot loai 1a phép thudt don gian. Trong mot thoi gian nhat dinh, né sé
gilr cho cdy chdi van tiép tuc bay ma khong ¢in nguwdi diéu khién.

Va mot loai ntra ra't quan trong.

MGt loai phép thuat ban sinh ménh cho d6 vat. Phép thuat d6 ban sinh
ménh, bi€n d6 vat thanh hinh dang con ngwoi, mot thit v cung ky quai, va
khi vira phit phép thi khdng ai c¢6 th€ nhin ra. Pay chinh la th téi da ding
d€ giét thoi gian khi con theo cd Franh tu luyén. Ngang dau nhin 1én, gitra
troi 1a bong ciy choi dang mot minh bay di.

“Nho cau...”

Xin hay ctru t6i!

Bitc thu t&i d6 van con ti¢p. Trong thw ghi lai vd cling chi tiét rang ticu
thur Elaina da sdp dit moi thit nhu thé ndo d& chay tron thanh cong. Mot k&’
hoach chi tié€t d&€n mirc khong th€ nghi né dworc gap rit viét lai.

[FT0i nghi, e rdng nhitng @6 vat & verong qudc nay déu chiu dnh hudng
lién tuc ctia ma lyc t&i ti khu rieng ma tré nén dién cudng. Tai sao noi day
lai khong c6 béng ddng ctia mot ngwdi dan nao? O dy chi c6 nhitng ngudi
ngiu nhién lac t&i gidng t6i. Va nhitng ngwedi do, khong cin biét thé no,
déu bi nhitng &6 vat & day st dung gidng nhue nd boc. Chic chin, nhitng
d6 vat & day vo cung cam ghét con ngwoi nhw ching toi. Thé nén toi da
nghi ki. Chéc chén, mdt ngwdi mang hinh ddng con ngwdi, nhung lai 13 &6
vat nhw cau s€ khi€n nhirng @6 vat noi d6 cam thd'y dang thwong. Va dong
tinh v&i khé khin cda cdu. Chéc chén, néu gap, ho s€ hoi cau vi sao lai bién
thanh hinh dang thé nay.

Liic d6 hdy tra 1 rang:

“T6i bi mot nir phu thily x4u xa phtt phép bi€n thanh hinh dang nhw thé’
nay.”

Hiy né6i d&i rang, mot nit phil thiiy xAu xa bién ciu - mot d'6 vat - thanh
hinh ddng con nguoi, bac dai cau.



“N@ pht thuy d6 vo cing xau xa, mot ké xa'u xa d&€n mirc ngay ca viéc
gi€t nguoi cling lam. Hién tai, t6i dang trén dwong duoi theo hudong di cua
ntt phi thuy d6. Moi nguoi ¢6 thdy co ta khong? Mot nix phut thiy tré tudi
vé&i méi téc xam va ddi mét xanh bigc.”

Chéc chén nhitng d'6 vat & d6 déu s& chan dong. Ciing c6 th€ c6 nhitng
d'd vat s& gian dir. Nhung chic chin khong thé khong nhan ra. Lodi nguoi
ma ho cyc ky cadm ghét vira m&i t&i vai ngay trwede, that ra lai 1a mot ne
phu thiy doc ac, biét dwgc diéu do, ho s€ khong thé nao binh than nhw
khong c6 gi duwoe nura.

Sau d6, hay néi voi ho nhw the nay.

“Né&u nhw céc vi nhin ra nguoi do, xin hay béo lai cho tdi dwoe khong?
To6i s& din ¢d ta tré lai qué hwong, va nt phu thay do sé phai chju hinh
phat.”

Chic chin nhitng @6 vat d6 s& ra't vui mirng. B&i vi ching 12 chiing loai
s& vi bat hanh cda con ngwdi ma vui ming hon ca Al

Ta tirng budc ti€n hanh theo ding k& hoach ma ti€u thw Elaina da vach
ra.

Ping nhv dy dodn cda ti€u thw, sau tirng 1o toeng lovi ta Ian lwot tho't
1&€n, nhirng @6 vat c6 mat & dé than thd cho tinh hudng ma ta bia ra, phién
ndo, cam ghét Phu thay Tro Tan.

Moi chuyén t&i ddy van vo cling thun loi.

‘Ra la vay... Bi bié€n thanh hinh dang con ngwoi nhw vay, hin co da rat
dau kho. Tw tdn ddy long, ta xin chia sé sy cam thong v&i ¢6.

‘Cam on ngai ra't nhréu.’

Trede nhitng 10 sdo rong clia quyén sdch ching c6 vé& gi 12 biet cam
thong tir ddy 10ng, ta ciing dap lai bang 1¢i cdm on khach séo.

Bon ho hoan toan khong hi€u dworc, ¢6 th€ mang cung hinh dang voi
chti nhan d&1 v&i ta la viéc vui mung téi thé nao.

“Vay, nr phu thuy d6 ¢6 toi day khong a?”

Ta tiép tuc cAu chuyén. Néu dwore, ta mudn ngay 14p tirc dan cd Ay roi
khdi noi nay.

‘C6. Co ta & day. Hién gio ¢ ta dang & ngay bén duoi, gitp do ching
ta lam cong viéc stra chira d'6 vat.’



“Vay t6i mudn xin phép dan ¢d ta di dwoc khong?”

Khi ta néi vy, quyén sach dung dwa nguoi.

Nhwng theo chi€u ngang. “Viéc do6 thi khong dworc.”

“0O...7

Tinh hudng ngoai dy ki€n khién ta chodng vang, va quyén sdch thi van
ti€p tuc néi nhirng 1oi kho ¢6 th€ tin dwore.

“Nir phii thiy do, chiing ta da xi tdi. Rat xin 10i nhwng ta khong th€ dap
trng viéc giao ¢ ta cho ¢6.”

TR o

Ta hét strc kinh ngac.

Ti€u thw Elaina, trong tinh hudng thé& nay thi ta phai lam sao?

Trede hét, ta ¢ ning nic mudn xac nhan xem ni phi thily d6 c6 that
st ding 12 Phi thily Tro Tan hay khong, nén ho da din ta xudng ting mot.
Va qua that tieu thw Elaina dang & do.

“Troi, dang s¢r qua. Sao lai rach ta toi dén thé nay? Choi mon lai ban
hét ca roi. Phan dudi choi that kinh khiing qua.”

C6 a'y hién dang stra mot cdi choi.

‘Nay. Em gai dang yéu qua. Hé hé. Cho ta xem quan 16t di nao.’

“PE’tdi stra lai cho ngai nao. Yén mdt chit nhé.”

Nhéc lai mot chiit 1a doan hdi thoai trén khong c6 thanh 13p.

Quyén sach dirng ngay canh ta va quan sat khung canh do.

‘Co ta la ntr phu thuy xau xa ¢6 ndi sao?’, quyen sach hai.

“... bung, chinh la ¢6 ta. Th& nhuwng vi 1y do gi ma cac ngai lai x& tdi ¢
ta the?”

‘Co ta da gy ra hon loan trong da't nwdc ctia bon ta. Hon nira con vo
cung cirng dau. Dén gio’ vin chwra hoan toan bj di't nwdc nay chi phdi.
Thinh thodng van 147y lai quyén diéu khién than thé€ ctia minh.’

“Vay nén cac ngai xw tdi cd ta? Cach suy nghi clia cic ngai that nguy
hi€m.”

‘Néu so v&i trede kia thi hién tai chiing ta da kiém ché nhiéu roi do.
Trudce kia, chi c¢an thdy con nguoi la cac d6 vat déu thanh nhirng ké sat



nhan ca.’
Pén day, ndi ti thi ta ba't chgt nhd d&n mot chuyén. Ta hoi.
“Nhirng ngwoi von sdng & noi nay rot cudc ra sao?”’
Quyén sach dap.
‘Déu khong con ntra.’
Tram ngdm roi tiep.
‘Pa bi ching ta duoi hét di roi.’
Pay chinh 1a cau trd loi.
“Puoc roi. PBa tré lai nhw ca!”
‘Nay, em gai. Hen ho v&i ta nhé? Hé hé!”
“Moi nguoi tiép theo a!”
Ti€u thw Elaina thi vAn dang chdm chi lam viéc.

Quyén sach k€ lai cho ta nghe vé sy viéc da xay ra & da't nwde nay. b6
14 cAu chuyén ctia hang chuc ndm vé trede. Khi d6, noi ddy van con 1a mot
qud’c gia, 1a noii tap trung sinh s6ng cua ra't nhiu gia dinh giau c6. C6 the€
ndéi sy ph'on vinh khién cho ra't nhi€u nguwoi tp trung lai day. Thé nhwng,
nhirng ngwoi dan cia veong qudc lai khong hé biét quy trong d6 vét, ho
déu 12 nhitng ké tan nhin. B&1i vi xung quanh 12 ring, nén tai nguyén day
4p d&n mitc con ngwdi chi can chit ciy 12 c6 the 1am ngay ra 6 diing mdi.
Thé nén khai niém veé viéc stra chira & noi diy rat mo’ nhat, @6 dung hong
héc thi ¢ viéc lam cdi m&i ludn.

B&i vi viéc van chuyén nhirng d6 dung cii ra bén ngoai da't nuwdc ciing
v6 cung phién phirc, ho tdp hop nhirng thir @6 d6 lai va virt ching thanh
mot dong tai mot x6 xinh trong toa thanh. RS rang van ¢ the dung dworc, 16
rang ching né van dang sdng, vy ma chi vi mot chiit vét trdy xwdc, chi vi
ho da chan ma bi virt bd. S& d6 vat da phuc vu hon nira cudc dosi roi bi con
ngwoi quang bd dé cir dan chat cao 1én, nhir mot ngon ndi, cam thu nhin
cham chim vao mdi ngay con ngudi sinh hoat nhwr thé nao.

Ngon nui hinh thanh & mot x6 da't nwdre trai qua thoi gian da 1om 1én rat
rd't nhiéu. Ngon ndi 16n 1én roi lai 16n 1én, ching m&y chdc né da cao hon



han nhirng cdi cdy ngoai kia, khién con ngwdi budc phai néi d&n chuyén
“Nhirng thir rdc rwdi nay phai x& 1y thé nao day?”

‘Ctr the'nay thi lanh thd nwdre ta s€ ngay cang hep.’

‘N6 giy can tré qua.’

‘Virt qua noi nao khac théi vay.’

Tuy rat nhiéu loi ban tan, tranh luén lién ti€p xdy ra, nhwng trong sud't
qud trinh d6, khong mot Tan ho nhic d&n viéc “tai st dung”. K&t cuc, doi
v&i nhitng @6 vat van con gia tri stt dung nhwng da bi virt bd, mot nira
nhirng nguoi ¢ d6 quyét dinh virt t&i noi khac, mdt nira con lai 14p thoa
thuan dem choén. T&i ldc nay, sy gidn dir clia nhirng @6 vat cha't thanh nii &
day 1én t&i dinh di€m. Va sy bi€n héa xdy ra cling chinh vao lic &y. Nhirng
d'6 vat bi con ngudi ddi xt tan nhin bit dau c6 the clir dong co the, va con
ngudi bi ching mé ddm. Hoan toan gidng v&i dat nwede ma noi d6 tat ca
moi nguwoi déu yéu quy loai meo. C6 1€ chinh ma lwc tran ngdp noi ring
sdu tao nén kha nang choi duia v&i trdi tim con ngwoi cho nhitng d6 vat.
No6i tém lai, tdt cd nhirng ngwoi ¢ mat tai d6 déu phuc tung cac loai d6
vat. Va nhteng d6 vat do, 18y sy cam thu lam dong lgc, chiing bit dau tw do
di chuyén khép thanh phd. Th& nhung, con gidn ctia ching khdng phai chi
¢ vay. B&i vi ching da ting bi coi nhw rac rwdi va bi vt di, nén ching
khong con tin vao con ngwoi nira.

‘Tw gior, noi nay s€ 1a da't nwdc cua ching ta. Cac nguoi ngay 14p tirc
im ldng roi khoi day cho ta.’

Nhirng d'6 vat tip trung nguoi trong da't nwdre nay lai, tuyén bd” duoi ho
di.

Thé nhwng, thyc t€ 1a con nguoi khdng the€ nghe hi€u ti€ng ctia @6 vit,
nén cé 1€ ho bi doa b&di nhirng d6 vat dot nhién c6 th€ cir ddng nén maoi
tron di.

No6i tém lai, cit nhw vay, dat nwdc chi ¢c6 @6 vat cuw trd dwore sinh ra.
Tuy nhién, ching lai pham phai mot 16i vo cing nghiém trong. D6 1a @6 vat
dé&n mot ldc nao d6 sé khong the cir dong dwoe niva. Hang chuc nam trwdece,
noi day khong ¢6 béng dang bat ki con ngwoi nao, chi ¢6 @6 vat sinh s6ng,
nhung trng d6 vat tieng @6 vat trong s6 chdng Tan lwet chét di.

B&i du ching bi hdng, cling khong cé ba't ky thwe thé nao & noi day cé
the’ stra chira @6 vat ca. Ching gidp phai kho khan vi chinh sy vd k& hoach



cia minh. Va vi vay, nhirng d6 vat dang gap kh6 khian &y md& cwa dat
nwde, 161 kéo moi ngwoi toi day.

Ho thinh thoang 1a nhirng Itr khach bi lac dwong, va cd nhirng 1 khach
toi chi d€ trd mwa. Khong hé ¢6 ngoai 1€. Con nguoi bi 16i kéo toi, bi ¢
vat mé hodc, va bi ching st dung nhw nd bdc, di stra chira nhirng d6ng loai
cta ching. Va may ngay truede, viéc ¢6 ay di t&i noi nay ciing do nguyén
nhan nhw vay.

T61 ngay hom do.

‘Ha? N phil thily téc xdm sao? A, néu 1a ¢d nhéc d6 thi ¢ ta dang tro
& qudn tro ding kia.’

Pém khuya, ta 1én roii khoi nha tro cao cadp (du ndi vay thi noi d6 cling
chi 12 mot nha tro cii k§ nhudm mau thoi gian), hdi thim khip noi nhitng
d'6 vat van con thirc, tim ki€m noi & cua ti€u the Elaina. B&i ngady hdm qua
cd Ay da giy ra vu lum xum khd 16n, nén ta lo rang liéu ti€u thw c6 bi
chuyén dén mot noi gidng nhw nha giam hay khong, nhung c6 vé cd &y
van & trong phong tro cli ma quyén sdch ban dau da dan vao.

“Khi con ¢ day, tdi mudn thady th€m chit nira vE€ tinh trang cua nix phu
thuy &y. Xin hay cho phép t6i mat d6i mét véi co ta.”

Khi ta n6i dé€n nhw vay, nhirng @6 vat déu don gian chi dwong cho ta.
Tuy ta mang hinh dang con ngwoi nhwng thye t€ 1ai 1a mét d6 vat. Vay nén
ta khong can phdi lo s¢ s€ giong nhw ti€u thw Elaina, bi da't nwdc nay chi
phdi, diéu khieén. No6i cach khac, cho dén khi ma thuat hét tac dung, cho
dén khi ta tré lai hinh ddng @0 vat ban d4u, ta van c6 the ty do ty tai hanh
dong theo y mudn ctia minh.

“Cha cha. Co hoi t6t.”

Va nhw vdy, sau mot ngay, ta da tr¢ lai noi & cia tieu thw Elaina.

“Xin phép lam phién.”

Ta g6 ctra roi m& cua, ti€u thw Elaina & ngay trong phong. C6 ay
nghiéng ngudi tra trén giwong, ngahg dau lo dang ngdm nhin mit tring lo
Itrng ngoai ctra s6. Xuyén qua 6 ctra s6 mdi bi ta pha vo ngay hom trudre,
trng con gid lwdt vao phong, nhe nhang von trén mai téc xinh dep cia ¢
Ay. Céanh ctra s6 van chura dwgc stra voi nhitng manh v& veeong vai trén
mat san nhé giong rén ri, “Nay c0, chtra cho t6i dwoc khong?”



Ta lam nhw khong thay né.

“Co6 l1a nr Phu thiy Tro Tan, ti€u thw Elaina phai khong?”

Nghe ti€ng hoi, c6 &y quay dau lai.

“Pung vay. Co6 la ai? A, ¢6 1a ngwoi mdi a? Ra vay.”

“T6i da néi gi dau.”

“Gio t6i budn ngd 1dm, mudn di ngd bay gior.”

“Td1 nay to6i khong d€ cho ¢ ngu dau.”

“N6i bdy nao.”

“T6i ndi dua thdi.”

Khé& hing giong, ta néi tiép.

“That ra hdm nay t61 c6 mdt viec mudn thdong bdo cho ¢6.”

Ta hwdng cau chuyén tré lai van dé chinh.

“Thong bao? C6 r6t cude la ngwoi & noi nao?”

“T6i 1a mot trong nhirng ngwoi dirng dau cua veong qudc nay.” Day la
loi néi doi.

“Nguoi dieng dau...sao? C6 nguoi nhw vay a?”

“C6 chtr. That ra toi da ludén quan sét ¢6 lam viéc nén da quyét dinh toi
gap mat truc ti€p.”

“A, c0 toi d€ khen ngoi tdi sao?”

“Khong, ngwore lai.”

“«O7”

K€t ddy, k€ ca nhirng 1o tredre d6, ta't ca déu la 1ovi néi doi.

“CO da stra chira nhitng @0 vat & noi nay qua mirc r'oi. Von di nhirng
d6 vat & day khong hé¢ mudn cd stra chiing dau.”

“Cai gi ch?”

“That ra 1a ching mong mudn dwoc ngwoi ta pha hay di.” Pay ciing 1a
noéi doi.

“Sao lai nhw vay? Nhwng nhitng nguoi & trong lau dai déu ndi 1a ho
dwoc nho cdy cong viéc stra chira nay ma.”

“Khong, td't ca bon ho déu hi€u nham.”

“That sao?”



“That. Tt cd d6 vat & khip noi trong da't nwdc nay, bat k& 1a thir gi
cling déu ¢6 khuynh hwéng mong mudén dwoe d6i xir nhw vdy. Do bat
ddng ngdn nglkr nén cac ngwoi méi hi€u fAm ra nhw th&’, nhitng @6 vat d6
déu la nhirng masochist (nhirng ké cudng bi ngwoc dai).”

“Masochist?"

“Pdc biét ho lai cang hanh phtc khi bi nhirng thi€u ntr ¢6 do tudi twong
te nhw co pha huy.”

“Hanh phuc?”

“Pang 1€ phai (/iu’o’c phd hay, vdy ma lai dwoc stra chtra, chira lanh
khié&n cho ho gép trac tré.”

“Gip tric tré?”

“Chuyén chinh la vay d6.”

“Sao c6 the...” Tieu thw Elaina tré nén budn ba, u€ oai.

Ta gior tay 1€n va chi vao tieu thw Elaina.

“Thé& nhung cd hdy yén tdm. Biy gio’ moi chuyén van c6 th€ ciru van
dwoc.”

“Nghia la sao?”

Ta néi ti€p.

“Tw gio tré di...”

Ngay khi ta vira néi t&i do, tir chiéc giwong van im ling nim nghe ndy
gir, ga giwong vut dai ra, bit 18y tay ta. Ngay sau d6 ta bj gilt chit trén
givong va trum chén kin mit.

‘Cod dang nghi cdi gi ha? Pinh cin ngwoc lai ching ta sao? Chiéc
girong ndi. Chiing ta s€ bdo lai v&i nhirng ngwei ban cda ching ta vé hanh
dong ky la ctia ¢6.’

“Ta s& khdng cho cac nguoi ¢6 co hoi d6 dau.”

Ta ti€p tuc nhitng o vira bi cit ngang ban nay.

“Ti€u thw Elaina, ti gio’ tr¢ di chinh 1a nhiém vu quan trong nhat danh
cho ¢b.”

“O? That sao?”

“That sg. Canh cOng clia noi nay néng long mong dwoc cd pha huy.”

“Gi co?”



“Xin hay di phd huy ching di. Ngay bay gio.”
“Ngay bay gio’ sao?”
“Xin hay lam ngay di.”
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Tiéu thw Elaina khé 1ic dau nhw dang suy nghi, nhung ngay sau d6 cd
a'y da dap lai ta, “T6i hi€u r'oi. Toi di pha hiy chiing ngay.”

“Khéng con gi tuyét hon nita. A nhan tién...”

“Con gi nira sao a?”

Ta vwon tay ra khéi chi€c giwong va néi.

“Cai giwong nay ciling 1a mot masochist ntra.”

“Vay t6i nén phad hdng né di a?”

“Puwong nhién ro1.”

Ti€u thw Elaina git d4u ddp lai 101 ta, rit diia phép ra va chi vao chiéc
givong dang giam gitr ta.

‘Doi chit da! Bon ngwoi nghi lam nhw vay la ¢6 the gidi quyét xong
sao? Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa— !!!"”’

Ti€ng hét tham thiét tredre khi chét ctia chi€c givong vang vong, nhung
that t6t 1a Am thanh d6 ti€u thw Elaina lai khong nghe dwoc chiit gi.

Con dwong twr nha tro cho dé€n cong bi 14p day bdi nhirng ti€ng kéu rén
tham thi€t cua @6 vat.

“Hay!”

“Pau qua! Pau qua! Pau qua! Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!!”

“Ya!”

“Pauuvuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu!! Xin tha cho to1— !

“Bién!”

b

“H6 bién!”

“Cac nguoi— A, xin cho chit. Ping maaaaa!!!!!”

N&u phai miéu ta dang vé ngau 1oi cta ti€u thw Elaina khi Tan lwgt danh
tan ting toan d6 dac dang kéo dén day thi chi c6 thé dung ti “trén ca tuyét
voi”.



“Xin héi, ho that sy cam th&’y vui mwng khi bi th&" nay sao?”

Ngay ca vé mit ddy nghi ngo cda ti€u thw Elaina ciing that tuyét voi.

“Ping vay. Ho dang vd cung, v6 ciing vui mung.”

DPurong nhién 12 ta néi d&i d6. Vira néi d&i khong ché'p mat vira di theo
ti€u thw Elaina, ta ¢6 vé ra't gioi trong viéc noéi ddi thi phdi. Biém nay liéu
c6 phdi ciing gidng chd nhan cda ta khong nhi?

Qua nhién la n& phu thiy c6 khac. Gan nhw khdng mén d6 nao c6 the
tré thanh do1 thi cta cd Ay, cir nhw vay, bon ta dé dang di t&i chd cong vao
cta dat nwdc nay.

Thé nhwng...

‘D6 vat ma dd mang hinh dang con nguwoi thi cling khong thé€ nao tin
dwoc nhi.’

Tuy néi da t&i ngay cong, nhung d€ chay thodt thi van con mot chiit
nita, viy ma bon ta lai bi cit ngang.

Ta't cd nhirng d'6 vat hién c¢6 da x&p chong 1én nhau, tao thanh mdt con
quai vat hinh nguoi khong 1'6. Thoat trong chi 1a mot con quai vat tiy tién
tao thanh do nhtrng d'6 vat tap trung, chﬁp va lai.

Con quai vat cao I&n hon ca nhitng tan cdy cta khu ring, dang nhin
xudng canh cong va cat ti€ng cwoi nhd xiu nhw ca may thee d6 lat vit,
“Phw ha ha ha ha!”

A, tén d6 c6 nhic d&n viéc bing nd xu hwéng mudn hop thé clia cic A6
vat thi phai?

‘Co lai dam gia vo lwa gat ching ta.’

Quyén sach nim ngay vi tri khuén mit néi.

“Vi c6 ma ra't nhi€u dong loai cia chiing ta da chét. Chiing ta khong the
tha thit cho c¢d dwge. Chiing ta sé tién may ngwdi t&i dia nguc bang chinh
ngwoi khong 16 do ta't ca nhirng d'6 vat bon ta con lai tao thanh!’

“Hay!”

Mot canh tay cia ngwoi khong 16 1ién bi thoi bay.

‘Do1i da, ta van con chra néi xong ma!’

“Ti€u thw Elaina xin hay cho’ mét chuit.”

“A, xin 161.”



Nhin theo phia canh tay bi danh bay xuyén thing qua nha dan, nguoi
khong I'6 (quyeén sach) noi.

‘Con ngwoi ludn nhw vay. Ich ky tao ra chiing ta, r'oi khi khong con can
thi€t ntra thi lai ngay 14p tirc vt bd. That 1a mdt 1 ngwoi ngu ngdc. RO
rang da tao ra chiing ta, vy ma lai khong c6 chiit trach nhiém nao v&i sinh
mang minh tao ra. Ciing vi vdy ma giong ndi ctia chiing ta khéng bao gio’
truyén dwgc toi ho— Co ¢6 hi€u hay khong? Su tlrc gidn cua ching ta khi
bi virt bd lic van dang con sdng...’

“Dang ti€c.”

Ta ldc dau.

K€ tw ltc sinh ra ta da luon dwore ¢6 &Yy tran trong, gitr gin, mot mén d6
nhw ta hoan toan khong the'ly giai dwgrc cam giac cua ho.

‘Pay chinh la sy cdm gidn cda ching ta. Ngwoi khong 16 nay chinh 1a
dai dién cho sy héan thu cda ching ta d6i voi con ngwoi! Ching ta s€ diét
tan go’c loai nguoi dang ghét!’

“Hay!”

Canh tay con lai cia nguoi khong 10 1ai bi thoi bay.

‘Poi dal’

“Tieu thw Elaina.”

“0’, van chwrra xong sao?”

“Xin hay doi thém mot chut.”

“Um...”

Khudn mat ba't méan thdy rd cda ti€u thw Elaina cling cyc, cyc ky dang
yéu, nhwng bay gio ta dang c¢6 chuyén quan trong can néi.

Trd lai van dé chinh.

“T6i khong hiéu 18m vé sy tirc gidn cla cdc ngwdi. Nhung day cling
khong thé€ tré thanh 1y do d€ cac nguwoi ¢é the ton thwong con nguoi.”

‘CO ndi gi? B&i vi da bi ching ton thwong nén ching ta m&i di ton
thwong ching. Ly do qud ding ddn khong phai sao?’

“Hay nghe cho rd nhtrng ciu ta néi day! Khi can thi€t, ching ta dwoc
str dung, khi khéng con can thiét nira chdng ta s€ bi virt bd. P6 chinh 1a van
ménh cda ching ta!”

“Vay thi c6 khac gi nd boc dau chir?!’



“T6i van chwra néi xong.” Ta néi tiép.

“Né&u nhw khéng con céan thi€t r'oi bi virt bd, vy sau d6 ma’y nguoi chi
can cho doi thém théi! C ti€p tuc cho doi cho dén khi dwore sinh ra mot
T4n ntra, thay d6i mot Ian nira, va lai dwoe ai d6 céan toi! Hay cir Om nhirng
h'6i e da teng dwoc con nguoi trian trong ma cho doi 1a dwoc!”

Vay nén cai goi 1a thti han ¢6 1€ nén ndi la mdt sy hi€u MAm, dit 1o ta
ngang l1€n nhin ngwoi khong 10.

‘Hi€u Tam hay gi ciing dwgc, nhwng sy tirc gidn ctia chdng ta 1a that!
T4t ca con nguwoi, k€ cd c6— Ching ta s€ khong tha thir cho cac nguoi! Ca
hai ngwoi, hay chét & day di!”

Co vé...

Nhirng loii ctia ta khong thé cham t&i bon ho.

“Céc ngwoi dang Tam roéi.”

Cho du nhu vay ta cting ti€p tuc cao giong noi.

“Thé& nhung, nhirng dau budn sinh ra khi cac ngwoi khong dwgc tran
trong do, tdi s€ nhan 187y ta't ca.”

Sau d96, ta vd vao vai ti€u thw Elaina.

Chi can c6 the€, tieu thw Elaina nhw hi€u ta mudn néi gi, deng thezlng diia
phép Ién. Tw trong tay cO &Yy, phép thuat ngay 1ap tirc phong ra, danh bay
than th€ ngwoi khong 16 dang uy hi€p chiing ta thanh tirng manh.

“Sau day, xin hay tw tw yén gid’c.”

C6 18 nhitng 10 ta néi van khong truyén dworc tdi trdi tim ho...

Roi khéi canh cong, ti€u thw Elaina chéng may chdc tinh tdo lai, 187y lai
dwoc kha nang ki€m soat co the. Gitra canh rieng, dwdi anh trang sang, trén
mat cd &y 1a bi€u tinh ra't thong kho.

“Cam gidc nhr vira nim mo’ mot con 4c mong ra't rat dai ay...”

“That dang ti€c nhwng ta't ca déu la sy that.”

Nghe ti€ng ta dap lai, ti€u thu Elaina ap ung.

“Cau... Chai... Cau la cay choi cha tdi sao?”

“Vang. Khong nghi ngo’ gi.”

(13 29



“Ti€u thw khong thich sao?”

Co Ay ldc dau rat khé, chi di 1am cho mdi téc ¢d hoi rung rinh.
“Chi 1a t6i dang nghi ciu gidng t6i qua. Nén co chit bat ngo.”
“Chu nao t& nd’y ma.”

“Nhw ki€u thd cwng &y nhi?”

Ta chi gat dau, khong dap lai.
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Giwa hai ching ta ba't chot roi vao khoang liang.

Bi€u tinh ctia cd ay lic d6 phirc tap, d&n mirc ta khong bi€t phai hinh
dung th€ nao cho phai. Th& nhwng ta cé the hi€u dwoc, cd &y dang dau
tranh tw tedng, dang phién ndo, va nét mat ra't u am.

“Sao vay?”

Ta nghiéng dau hoi.

Tiéu thv Elaina dap.

“Cai d6... Cam... Cam on cau... ba ctru t6i. Con c6— ”

Nhirng loi sau d6 ta khong hé mudn nghe chiit nao. B&i ¢6 &y mubén
xin 101, nhw da viét trong thw, cd &'y rd rang c6 phép thuat d€ khién d6 vat
c6 th€ n6i chuyén, ro rang bi€t ta muén dwoe ndi chuyén véi cd Ay, nhwng
mai van chwra tieng ¢ y dinh sé do1 dién néi chuyén cing ta.

“T6i hi€u cdm gidc clia ¢d lic nay.” Ta cét ngang 1&i clia co Ay va néi,
“Tiéu thw khong can phai d€ y. Tuy ring chiing ta khong thé trao ddi voi
nhau, hay giong néi cua t6i cd khong nghe dwoc, thi du th€ nao di nwra, toi
van 12 mén @6 ctia c6. Cho du ¢d ¢6 st dung t6i qua mitc nhw thé nao, toi
cung khong h€ cam giin c6 dau.”
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“Thé& nhwng ¢ nhr vdy ddm xuyén qua co con qudi vat thi lai 1a chuyén
khéc nhé.”

“A, xin 16i.”

Ta lai néi ti€p.

“T6i that ra cling khong d€' y gi dau, nhung— C6 chuyén nay, n€u ti€u
thw Elaina ctr mudn xin 13i t6i, vay thi tdi chi ¢6 duy nhid't mot yéu ciu.”

o



“Co s€ dong y voi tdi chr?”

Ti€u thw Elaina ngay lap tirc gat ddu voi ta. Vay nén ta khong con ban
khodn gi ntra, ich ky ma yéu cau mot viéc.

“Xin hay gidp t6i.”

K€ tw Tan t6i t&i tham noi nay, noi ma d6 vat ¢ the ty do di chuyén,
noi trede day da teng 1a mot qud'c gia thi da nhiéu tuan trdi qua. Thoi tiét
hom nay ning dep. Nhirng con gi6 khoan khodi dau he thdi lwdt qua nhitng
hang cay trong rirng, kh€ von hai bén ma toi.
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Sau bao nhi€u tuan, t6i lai mot I4n ntra tré lai day, canh twrong nhin that
khic xa v&i trude kia. C6 18 vi hom nay tréi ndng ciing nén. Ma khong,
khong chi cé nhw vay.

“Troi a! Troi a! Cai nay that hét say.”

“Nhiéu the¢ nay...”

“Giwr ding thir ty di! Pung ¢6 v& van nira!”

“Nay! Cai d6 t6i nhin thd’y tredrc roi nhé!”

“Im di, ai bi€t chr!”

“Ai nhanh ké d6 dwoc!”

“Ho ho ho.”

Nhirng thwong nhan tap trung déng dic tred'c canh cong nhod hep, vira
tranh cai, ddu dd nhau, vira 18y nhitng d6 vat clia noi nay mang di. Trén
thung xe chat dong that nhi€u nhtng mén d'6 bi hdng héc, nhirng chd nguya
kéo xe th'® dirng canh nhau san sat chat choi, thi thoang hi 1én mot ti€ng
day kho so.

“Hay. Noi day qua 1a mot noi hét say. Khip noi tran ngip nhitng d'6 vat
tuyét vori. Chi can vEé stra lai r'oi ban di, thi s€ dwoe 13i khong it dau.” Mot
trong nhitng thwong nhan néi vaoi toi.

“Cd nay. Cdm on c6 nhiéu 1dm. Khong ngo ¢d lai tim thdy dwoc noi
thé nay.”

“Toi chi 12 ngiu nhién trong lic trd mwa tim ra thoi.”

Nhirng d'6 vat dwgrc chat day trén xe do, du da bi hdng, nhwng néu sira
lai, ching vin c6 th€ dung tiép dwoc. Du sao sinh ménh clia ching vin



chwa hoan toan k&t thdc. Vi vdy nén, ¢6 &y m&i mudn tao cho ho cor hoi d€
dwoe st dung mot Tan nira. CO6 &y mudn gidp ho tir nay vé sau cé dwoc
hanh phuc.

“Nw phu thuy. Xin hay nhén 18Yy.”

Mot ngwei thwrong nhan néi va ddi vao tay tdéi mot cai boc. Cai boc vo
cung nang, va khi nhin vao bén trong, to6i tha'y ra't rat nhi€u nhung dong
tién vang.

“Pay la s6 ti€n ma ta't cd chung t6i gép lai dwgre. Xin hay nhan 13Y.
Xem né nhw d€ cam on vi ¢6 da chi cho chiing tdi noi tt thé nay.”
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Toi tién tay an tra lai cho nguoi thwong nhan.

“Khong can dau. Khong phai vi tién ma t6i chi cho moi nguoi noi nay.”

“? Vay thi tai sao?”

T6i n6i voi ngeoi thwong nhan nét méit day nghi ngo'.

“Bd&i vi toi dwgrec nho cdy. Pugc mdt nguoi ban rdt quan trong nho
cay.”

Pugc mot ¢6 gdi ra't ra't t6t bung nho cdy.

Tw khi gdp c6 &y, chuwa bao gio tdi nghi s€ ndéi chuyén véi c6 &y ca.
Cho t&i ldc nay, diu ¢6 th€ st dung phép thuit d€ néi chuyén ciing ¢ 4,
nhung du thé nao, t61 cting khong c¢6 ¥ dinh lam vay.

Ly do rat don gian.

B&i vi, t0i s¢r. Toi khong mudn bié€t ciy chdi cda tdi binh thwong suy
nghi gi. Ciing khong hé mudn twdng twgng khi cd &y bién thanh con nguoi
s€ ¢6 hinh dang nhw thé nao, hay s€ néi chuyén gi. Vay nén, cho t&i gior, toi
chua bao gior dung phép thuat d6 v&i nhirng d'6 vat tdi s hiru.
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Thé& nhwng, ¢6 the gap cd ay tai dat nwdc cia d6 vat nay, téi nghi, that
12 may mén.

To6i ra't vui vi ¢d &y da quyét dinh ctru t6i. Cho dé&n gior tdi van nghi,
that t6t khi ciy choi ctia minh la ¢6 ay.

“Vay chung ta cling nén di tho6i.”

T6i nghi vay, nhung ngoai miéng lai khong néi 101 nao.



T6i 1a con nguoi, con ¢o6 ay la @6 vat. Co &y khong thé€ nghe hi€u
nhung gi toi nghi trong dau.

Thé& nhung, cdm xic chic chén s& truyén t&i dwore, toi tin 12 vay.

T6i ng'6i xudng can choi, dap nhe 1€n mat da't. Cay choi nhw hwdng
ung lai kéu goi cua t6i, nhe bay 1€n, hwdng 1én bau troi.

Bong dang cua dat nwde ¢6 xwa noi dang tip trung that nhiéu thwong
nhin dAn dan bién mat khdi tAm mét, mot the” gidi m&i mé rong trwede mat
toi.

Cong cudc du hanh cda tdi sau mot quang nghi dai ¢ nhw vy, cheamg
may chdc lai bit dau. Cling véi mén d'6 quan trong cta toi.



Chuwong 10
Anh ching ngudi s6i, hay 1o mdt cau chuyén ching hé
lién quan

t@i rao budc trén con dwong dém.

T6i t&i da't nwdre nay tw hai ngay trede. Ngay dau tién, toi chi don gian
di ngdm cdnh xung quanh, ngay thi¢ hai, bit dau di thim thd nhirng di€ém du
lich & noi day. Va ngay thr ba, hom nay, t6i cling ti€p tuc di thim cac danh
lam thing canh. Nghe néi & gan noi nay cé mot ngon d'di véi canh dém rat
dep nén tdi da cd y ra khoi toa thanh ldc chang vang, r'oi khi troi t61 méi
tré lai. Th& nén hién gio t6i dang bwdc nhanh trén con dwong ban dém véi
4nh dén dwong hit xudng. Vira xoa xoa hai tay, thinh thoang tdi lai ngd
phia sau lwng, bud'c chin thém nhanh hwdng vé phia nha tro. Puwong phd'
vao ban dém ludén khi€n nguwoi ta ron ron. Con dwong rd rang ban ngay
vira m&i di qua, khi d¢m dén lai thay doi hoan toan, nhin tya nhw mot con
dwong dan t&i mot the” gidi khéac. Tya nhw ¢6 gi d6 dang moi goi tr trong
béng td1 siu tham ctia dém den, trén dwong phd bat dau phli ddy swong,
tAm nhin tré nén mi mit. Cdi béng cla tdi dwdi dnh d&n bdng chdc 1om
d4n, roi chuyén 1én triede méit tdi.

“Hem...”

Khong, khong phai.

Cai bong tredc mat t6i khong phai 1a bong cia t6i. B&i du t6i dang
ding yén tai chd, nhung cai bong d6 van cir dung dwa 1€t tdi.

— C6 cdi gi d6, dang ding tredrc mat toi.

“Xin héi... Ai day a?”

To6i can than 18y dlia phép ra va chia vé phia &Y.



Cé4i béng phan tng lai giong néi c6 chiit run ry cia toi, né khé lic lu
trong bong td1 va ti€n lai gan, mdt cach tw t6n, chdm rai nhw dang von
quanh con moi.

Cop... Cop... Tieng d€ giay vang vong xung quanh.

Va cud1 cung td1 da nhin ro cai bong la gi.

“Aha ha ha ha ha ha! Tao la ngwoi s6i tr nhiéu ngay tredre da lan tr6n
trong da't nwde nay da’y! C6 nhéc mot minh di dwong d&m nguy hi€m 14m
bi€t khong? S€ bi nhirng quéi vat nhw ta an thit d6!”

T61 kinh ngac.

Thir xua't hién trede mét toi 13, ding vay.

La mot ngwoi da teng 1a nguoi soi!
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Mot nguroi da ting 1a ngwoi soi!

Mot nguoi s6i! Pa ting thoi!

“O ho, sao the? So’ t&i mitc khong néi dwoe ludn a? Phu phwe phw, phai
vay chir. S 1dm diing khong?”

...... ” T6i ngang 1én nhin nguoi s6i tred'c mat. “Haiz...”

R6i trit mot hoi tho dai.

“Nay, cho chdt. Sao may lai thé dai? Tao 1a ngwoi s6i d6? La quai vat
d6? Tao sip in thit may d6 nhé nhéc?”

“A, vang.”

“Vang cai gi ma vang?”

“Xin 161, t0i ¢t ngd thir nhdy x0 ra tr trong swong mu sé thé nao, hda
ra lai vi di€u th€ co’, nén c6 chut tha't vong.”

“That vong la sao ha? Tao la ngwoi séi bi€t chwa? May c6 biét nguoi
s6i khong ha? Trong thé gidi qudi vat thi chinh 1a nhitng ké v cliing noi
tieng ma khong t€n nao khong bi€t!”

“Khong 1€ anh chwa ting nhin lai dang vé cia minh trong gwong sao?”

“May néi gi?”

“Du néi thé nay hoi toc mach théi qua, nhung van dé 1on tredce tién 1a,
anh khong phai nguoi s6i.”

“... Vay chtr tao la gi?”



“La nguoi chd.”

“Nguoi ch$?”

“Hon theé’ nra con 1a Chihuahua.”

“Dg1i da. Chihuahua la gi?

“La mot loai ché dang yéu nha't trong ta't ca cac loai chd.”

Xin hdy tedng tweng thi xem.

Tredc mat t6i 1la mot ngwoi dan 6ng c¢6 khudn mat cua Chihuahua,
nhung co th€ lai c6 co’ bip vam v&. Hon the nita, toan than anh ta pht day
16ng mau nau nho nhudc, giong ndi thi nhw giong cua mot 6ng chud lich
thi€p. Nhung khudn mait 1a cia Chihuahua. Cam giac hoan toan khong hoa
hop chiit nao, tira nhw nhirng vét ban dang ghét ctr bam clrng 18y ddy n'oi.

Khung canh nhw vdy thuc s dang hién hién trede mét toi.

R& rang von 1a mot khung canh sé khi€n t6i cam tha’y s¢ hai bat an, va
cling tao ra dworc mdt san khau hoan my de cé the “1én dai”, th€’ ma lai
thanh cai gi da’y ch?

Toi tirc gidn nglp dau.

“Anh ro't chc la céi gi vay ha? Tai sao anh lai mang cdi khuén mat kia
ma di réo "Am 1 rang minh 1a ngwoi s6i? Anh bi ngdc a? Hay bi dan? Khong
bi€t nguwoi biét ta cling cé mirc do thdi chir, thir ngu ngd'c nay!”

“Hinh nhw ¢6 néi hoi qua dang r'6i nhi...?”

“Trwdc tién ng'6i xudng tredre di.”

“A, vang.”

Tbi bit anh ta ng'di xudng.

Va dé&n khi t6i nhdn ra thi nguoi séi (te xwng) thdm chi da néi chuyén
v&i ti bang kinh ngir.

Nhén tién thi tay ngwoi séi dé dang tuy tién ng'6i khoanh chén trén da't.

“Anh dang dua gi th&" ha? Ng6i theo ding chuan Seiza (ki€u ng'6i quy
ctia Nhat) cho t6i!”, tdi dd vao dau gdi anh ta. i

Anh chang Chihuahua kéu 1én mot tiéng “Ang” ddy déng thwong va ddi
lai thanh ki€u ng'di seiza, ngang cip mit long lanh ngwdec 1én nhin toi.

Tirc dién mat.



“Anh c6 bi€t ban dém ma gdp quai vat c6 khudén mit giong nhur anh
trén dwong thi hdu hét moi ngwoi s€ phan rng thé nao khéng?”

“S€ run s¢r a.”

“No!” T6i lic dau, “S& bat cudi.”

“Visao vay a?”

“B&i vi khuén mat rd't dang yéu. Néu mudn ndi ra hai chir ngwoi soi,
triedre tién anh phai chinh trang lai da.”

“Tw nay toi gio liéu ¢6 ¢6 doc miéng qua khong nhi?”

“Cai nay la tai anh ca thoi.”

“Viy sao?”

“Dung vay.”
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Lai ti€p.

“Tai sao anh lai mu6n di hu doa con ngwoi?”

“Chuyén nay 4%y, k€ ra thi rat dai...”

Sau d6, anh chang Chihuahua bit d4u k& lai cAu chuyén dau long clia
minh.

Anh chang Chihuahua la da tré dwore sinh ra gitra con ngwoi va ché
Chihuahua. Nhan tién, bd” anh ta 12 ngwdi. C6 1& cc ban dang nghi bing
cach nao ma con nguoi va loai ché lai ¢6 con v&i nhau dwoe, nhwng thét ra
thi & novi thim chi ¢ ca phép thuat nhw the” gidi nay thi nhirng viéc khong
ngo dén, cling cé th€ goi 1a ky tich nhw vay thi thodng vin xuat hién daYy.
Nhitng van dé ric roi.

Lai no6i ti€p, anh chang Chihuahua vén sé6ng v&i cha me & siu trong
nui, noi cach xa con nguwoi. Thé nhung anh chang Chihuahua gior da 1om va
buwdc sang thoi ky day thi.

“Con chju du r6i. Con di khoi cdi nha nay day.”

Mot ngay no, anh chang Chihuahua sau trin cai va Ion véi cha me thi
quyé&t dinh bd nha di. Nguwdi cha lac dau néi, “Dung lai cho ta, mdt minh
con ra ngoai d6 khong dwoc dau”, ngueoi me kéu 1én budn ba, “Gw..m”.

Sau d6, anh ta xudng nidi, men theo con dwong t&i dwgre dat nwde nay,
roi dy dinh tim ki€m mdt cong viéc on dinh, th& nhung, n€u anh ta t&i nha
hang thi bj hét hili, t&i nha tro thi bj ghé t&'m, t&i ba't ki dau déu bj ngudi ta



cam ghét, ghé so, thé nén, ding ndi la mot cong viéc on dinh, ngay ca mot
noi d€ trd chan anh ta ciing khong cé.

Chuyén d6 la dwong nhién thdi. Anh ta khong phai 1a nguoi séi, ma la
ngwoi ché Chihuahua. Thé nén, khong chi trong ngay trang tron anh ta mai
moc 10ng ra nhw viy, ma ludon ludén, ngay nay qua thang khic anh ta mang
bd dang nhw hién tai.

Bi nguwoi ta xua dudi 1a dwong nhién roi.

Thé€ nén anh ta vO cung ba't man.

B&i qua phién phirc nén phién ti€p sau t6i chi nghe lwdt qua, nhung dai
khai 1a do tinh trang nhw trén nén anh ta khong cach gi ki€m dwgc mot
cong viéc, thé’ nén gitra chirng da buéng xudi hét ca, 18’y danh nghia ngwoi
soi di tdn cong con ngwoi, cedp doat tién cua.

A, nhan tién thi tdi chinh la ngwoi bi hai dau tién.

“Co ma, by dang ctia anh th€ kia hoan toan khong the xung la nguoi soi
dwore. Anh lam vAy s€ chang c¢6 ai giat minh ndi dau. Pwng c¢6 bdi nho
ngwoi soi ntra di.”

“Vay t6i phai lam sao ch?”

“...." Ném nguyén van d€ tr¢ lai cho t6i luén ha?

Ma thoi, khong sao.

“Trwdec ti€n, trong tinh trang nay, ching ta can lam gi d6 véi khuon mét
dang yéu qua mirc ctia anh. Chinh vi n6é ma nguoi ta khdng cam tha’y s sét
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gl ca.

“Nhung t0i khong ¢6 tién d€ 1am phiu thuat chinh hinh dau.”

“Khong sao. Du khong c6 tién thi ching ta vin c6 th€ 1am nén trd
trong. Vay truedc ti€n, mau cao sach 16ng cua anh di. Long toan than ludén
ay.”

“Né&u cao sach hét 16ng thi dau con ti cam gidc nao gidng nguwoi séi nira
ch?”

“Anh von da khong phai nguwoi séi, nén c6 cao 16ng di ciing khong cé
van dé gi.”

“Khong, nhung ma...”

“Purng lo. Chi c¢én anh nghe theo 1o tdi thi ngay 14p tiec s€ ki€m dwoc
bdn tién. Khong sao dau. Anh cé th€ lam dwgc ma.”



“Mot nguoi ngay ca ngwoi soi cling khong phai nhw t6i &y ha?”

“Puwong nhién roi.” Toi gat dau. “Th& nhung, d€ dwore nhw vay thi anh
phai cao sach long di da.”

“Sau khi cao 16ng xong thi t6i phai lam gi?”

T6i ndi ti€p, vori mot nu cwoi day x4u xa trén mit.

“Lam nhw thé nay nay...”

Vai ngay sau.

Téi dirng cho anh ta trén con ph6é” dém bao pht swong mi.

“Xin chao nw phu thay.”

T&i roi. Mot anh chang sach bong, toan than khong mot sgi 16ng, 16 ra
khudn mat sang sua, thoai mai.

“Xin chao. To61 dang do1 anh ddy. Anh dao gan day ki€m s6ng thé
nao?”

“Pe tdi k€ c6 nghe! Kinh hoang luén! Sau khi nghe ¢6 va cao sach 16ng
toan than thi khi t6i xud't hién trén dwong khuya, ai cling run 1ay bay r'éi voi
vang chay tron hét!”

“Vay ha?”

B&i vi Chihuahua ma cao sach 16ng di thi ai ma ch:flng thdy that ghé
ron.

“Khi t61 n61 nhr ha ha ha! Mau dwa tién day! thi khong bi€t bao nhiéu
ngwdi vOi vang ném nguyén ca vi lai roi chay mat hidt, ndi s¢r hdi veé toi gior
da bao trum ca thanh phg.”

“Vay ha?”

Nhan tién thi gan day c6 mot tin d6n: “Trén dwong phd ban dém hay
xud't hién mot thir gi d6 gidng nhw goblin trong vo cung tdm lom. Kinh
khong chju dwore!”. Nhieng 1ovi nay 1a t6i nghe dwoe khi dang di tham quan
cac di€m du lich.

“V&i bd dang thé nay, thi khdng chi & day, toi con cd th€ tdi noi khac
tung hoanh nwra.”

“A, cAu chuyén dung & ddy.” Toi cit ngang 1o anh ta va chia 1ong ban
tay ra.



“Anh khong quén lovi da hira voi t6i ding khong?”
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......

Trong mot thoang, bi€u tinh trén mat anh ta that kho ta, roi anh ta dwa
tay vao tui luc loi.

“Pay. 20% cua phan t6i ki€m dwo'c ngay hom nay.”

Nhirng dong tién rovi vao tay tdi. Tong cong mdt dong tién vang. No6i
cach khac, mot ngay anh ta ki€m dwoc nam dong tién vang. Qua that Ia
ki€m bon.

“Cém on.”

“Th& nhung, nir phu thuy c6 gioi that day. Chi nhin ngoai hinh cua toi
ma nghi ra cdch nhw vdy. Tuy la viéc ki€m duoc toi muwoi dong ti€n vang
chang phai chuyén don gian gi, y tedng la cua co6 that, co ma ki€m dwoc
nhw vay cling phai nho tai nang cda tdi do!”

“Anh tr dic qud roi.”

“Nhung d6 1a sy that ma? T6i qua nhién ciling cé kha nang ciia nguoi
sO1 nha!”

“Puwng dua nira. N&u t6i mudn thi t6i co the ki€m ga’p do6i s tién cla
anh trong mot ngay.”

“Ha? C6 lam thé nao?”

“Bi mat.”

Sau d6 t6i can than cat tién vao trong vi, trong d6 1a hai dong tién vang
vO cung quy gia.

“Hé hé hé... Nhw nay tdi s€ thanh nguoi s6i cao ca’p roi.”

“Anh c6 nham sang goblin di lac khong vay?”

Vai ngay sau.

Mot 1ot d6n ntra lai xua't hién.

“Nay, nghe gi chwa?”

“Hinh nhw lai xua't hién r'o1, tay goblin d6.”

“To61 khong mudn bi goblin tdn cOng ti nao dau! Toi veé day!”
“Né€u bi nd tdn cong thi phai lam sao?”

“Puwa tién cho no6 thi n6 s€ bd qua cho.”



“Goblin ki€u gi vay troi?”

“Ai ma biét.”

“Tém lai ctr mang tién theo la 6n ding khéng?”

“Co I& the.”

Ra vay. Nhitng hanh dong ciia hin ta khong nghi ngd gi dang nhanh
chéng lan truyén khip cdc dwong phd, k& ca viec hin tdn cong nguoi di
dwong vi tién nira. N6i tém lai, thay vi ndi s¢ hdi, ngwdi dan trong thanh
pho tha’y kho chiu va bdi rdi nhi€u hon.

C6 18 da sap dé&n lic.

“Xin chio. Moi ngudi sao viy? Trong nhw cic vi dang c6 van dé ric
rdi thi phai?”

Toi tién lai gan mdt t6p nguoi dang ban tan vEé tin d6n goblin, n& mot
nu cwoi chuan muec.

Sau d6, bon ho nhin tdi bing 4nh mét twong ¥ng v&i than phén cia toi,
“Vang, chuyén do6...”, roi nhanh chong ke lai cho t6i nghe moi chuyén.

Than phan ntr phu thiy trong nhirng lic thé nay that tién.

T6i vira than mat 18ng nghe ciu chuyén cfia ho, thinh thodng lai git g,
cho ho thdy tbi that sy dang chi tim nghe chuyén, vira nhin ngém tinh
hudng ma t6i da bi€t rd tr mot géc nhin hoan toan khac.

Sau do.

Sau khi ho k&€ xong v€ tay goblin.

To61 dwa ra cho ho mot loi khuyén.

“Tréi. Kh& that. That ra toi 1a nit phit thiy ki€m sdng bing nghé ddnh
duoi goblin. N&u khong ngai thi hdy d€ téi danh duoi né giip moi ngwoi
nhé? Tuy nhién chi phi 12 mwoi dong tién vang.”



Chuong 11
NG6i dau khi ngugc dong thoi gian

&m tinh ling trén dai binh nguyén chinh 12 qué hwong ctia dong h'6
Rostorf, m6t di't nwdre xinh dep.

Trung tim cta da't nwdc v&i nhitng toa nha cao sip x&p theo trat ty 1a
mot quang treong, & d6 dwng 1én mot thap d6ng h'd cao swng sirng. Vira
lic ¢b gdi ng'6i xudng ghé” dd & quéang trwong thi cling 1a Idc kim dong h'd
chi thang 1én troi xanh, ti€ng chudng thong bio muoi hai gio “koong
koong” ngan vang khap dat nwéc. Ti€ng chudng tram tram vang cao,
dwong nhw khién tat cd moi vat trong da't nwdc rung dong, 1on d€n mirc
khién nguwoi ta kinh ngac, va phia xa xa, tirng bay chim tan tac bay loan xa.

C6 &y chi thong tha nhin ngém ta't ca.

D6 12 mot thiéu nit v&i mdi téc xdm tro, cip mét xanh bigc xap xi trén
muoi lam tuoi.
cd khong khdi khé thé dai, “Haiz...”.

“Do6i bung qua...”

Nhéam to nhé.

Chi don gian la c6 8y dang d6i bung.

“Hét tién roi...”

Va, don gian la dang thi€u tién.

Ma thoi.

Tém lai thi, gitra phd” phwong ndi ti€p nhau xinh dep nhw thé nay, niv
phu thiy dang bi déi meo va “bénh” viém mang tdi day vo kia rot cude la
ai?



Ban khong nham dau, 1a t61 do.

Pang budn that, diung 1a t6i do.

R&t nrde mit mat thoi.

Néu k& hét moi chuyén da gip phai k& tir khi toi t&i day thi dai 14m,
khong don gidn chiit nao.

Pai khai ma ndi thi tdi da khong chd y tdi s6 tién trong vi. Chuyén nhw
com bura.

Thwong thi t6i toan nghi trong long 1la d&€n da't nwdc ti€p theo roi ki€m
tién cling dwore, the roi than nhién cﬁip do 1€n ti€p tuc cudc hanh trinh, khi
toi ddy thi lai chay di xem v& kich hién dang l1a d@é tai nong “Con quy giét
ngudi & khu phd’ s& hai” dwoc gidi thidu vo ciing ndi tiéng, ching may khi
dwoc cong dién. The roi toi vira nghi “Oa, thd vi that!” vira t&i ctra hang
banh ngay trén phd d€ mua banh mi, t6i m&i nhan ra mot sy that 1a minh lai
vira tiéu tién qua tron.

Trong vi ldc d6 chi con c¢6 vai xu tién dong, chi di d€ kéo chit hoi tan
1a cting, va khong con gi khdc nira. Ciing ¢6 nghia, vé xem kich dit ngoai
du liéu cua toi.

Vay nén, hi¢n tai tdi 1am vao tinh trang ting thi€u.
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Mot sy that don gian dé€n khong ngo’ dworc.

Va két cuc thi chfmg c6 nhiéu lwa chon.

Khong con cach nao khac, téi danh di tim co hdi ki€m tién trén troi roi
xudng nao do, long vong ddo quanh nhirng con phd vay xung quanh thap
dong h'6.

C6 vé nhr “Con quy gi€t nguoi khu phd sd hai” rat dwoc yéu thich &
day, bat ki chd nao trong thanh phd déu ddn diy to roi cia vé kich nay.
Nh¢ lai thi, vé kich hom ti di xem ciing chat kin hét chd.

“Nay, cau xem vo& kich chwa?”

“Xem r'oi xem roi. Canh xw phat cudi cuing 1a tuyét nha't!”

“That tdt 1a cb ta da phai hirng chiu mot cdi chét khung khié€p.”

“T6i hieu!”



R&t cudc 1a hieu cai gi, hi€u nhw thé nao? Khong phai 1a ciu chi to vé
dong tinh cho xong thoéi sao?

Né&u k&€ vé ndi dung v& kich ma t6i dd xem thi day ciling chgng phai
chuyén gi phtrc tap, ma nguwoc lai, d6 that sy chi 1a mét tdic pham miéu ta
ntra cudc doi ciia mot tén giét nguoi. Mot cau chuyén dau 1ong thwong gap.
Mic du ngueoi ta néi né duegre dan dyng, nhung dai khai thi day 1a mot cau
chuyén c6 that.

Né&u néi cau chuyén dién ra nhw th& nao thi chuyén 1a thé nay day.

Muoi ndm vé tredece.

C6 mot cd bé tén la Selina. C6 bé sinh ra va 1on 1€n trong mot gia dinh
kha gid, sdng mdt cudc s6ng yén binh trong vong tay gia dinh. Thé nhwng
ngay no, mot tén cwdp lai x6ng vao pha vo gia dinh dang trai qua nhirng
ngay rat binh di cia em, b6’ me em khi d6 & nha da roi xa em t&i thé gidi
khac. Con Selina khi d6 tinh co’ khong c6 nha nén em sdng sét, nhung lai
ma't di cha me.

C6 bé dang thwong dwgrc chi ciia minh dén vE nudi. Nhung & d6 cd bé
lai bi ngwoc dai tan té, bj chi clia minh d6i x& té bac. Dan dan, cd bé d6m
bong t6i trong tim, thit hdn con nguwoi. Thi han the” gidi bi tham khong hé
¢ ba't ky mot sy ctru gitip nao.

Va roi, chaalng may chdc, hanh dong ctia c6 bé thanh hinh, em giét
ngudi chii cia minh. Ong chd chét. Sau d6, ¢6 bé budc ra dwong. Trong
tAm trang vo thitc, bé& tic va cuc doan cao do, co bé da giét nhidu ngudi.
Va khong bié€t tr ldc nao, em bi goi la “con quy gi€t ngwoi khu phd s&
hai”.

Thé& nhung, quy gi€t nguoi, ké dc gi d6 roi s€ ¢6 ldc bi danh guc. Ba
nam trwede, ¢O6 Ay da bj thién tai — ngwoi da tré thanh ni phu thay tw khi
con rat tré, nit phi thity Huan Y Ester bét dworc va Xt toi.

Va nhw vdy, da't nwde nay tré lai yén binh.

Sau ti't ca, moi nguoi sdng hanh phic mai mai.

Ké xau xa dwoc sinh ra, roi ké xau xa bi ti€u diét, noi tom lai 1a mot
ciu chuyén day ba't hanh nhung cling ra't dbi binh thwong.

b

“Hum...
Thé nhwng, cé vé nhw ké sat nhan 1a mot sy ton tai tregt ra ngoai dao
ly 1am ngwoti, nhwng ciing 1a thir hAp dan con nguwoi.



Vi du nhw khi tht d&n mot hi€u sach, ban sé thay nhirng dau sach liét
ké nhirng hanh vi cia quy gi€t ngwoi Selina hay nhirng quyén vé ra nhiéu
hwdng hoan toan trai ngwore nhw “Sw that 1a ‘Quy giét ngwoi khu phd” s&
hai’ da ting 12 ngudi t8t?” tran ngap khip noi. Pinh kém con c6 dong chir
“ban chay” ntra.

Toém lai thi r6t cudc vi sao lai xdy ra hi€n twong nhw vay?

To6i 1ién t&i hdi chuyén bac (nhan vién ctra hang) dang phay bui bam
trén dong sach.

“Bé4c ciing khong 1o 1&m, nhung ma nhirng nguwdi ky la ¢é thé than
nhién lam nhirng viéc ma binh thwong ngwoi ta khéng lam dwgc, khong
can bié€t ho tdt hay x&u, thi cling ra't dé dang thu hiit sy quan tdm clia ngwoi
khac.”

“Q).»

“Thé& nén ching m&i ban chay.”

“Ra vay.”

Mot cam xic rat vi diéu twa nhw tdi da théa man voi clu tra 1o, d6ng
thoi cling chwa hé thda man.

Sau d6, bac hoi toi ring “Cd mua mdt quyén chx?”. Tdi cho bac ta nhin
trong vi ctia minh va bj tirc gidn méng, “Né&u cd chi dén day d¢ tréu choc ta
thi mau bi€n di!”. Phii phang qua.

L€ di nhién, khu ph6” s6 hai tai qué hwong dong h'é Rostorf, noi da xay
ra nhirng vu dn cla quy gi€t ngwoi dwge néi dén gior da phat trién toi mirc
duorc goi l1a thanh dia.

“Nhin nay! Noi nay chinh la thanh dia, noi ma Selina da giét nguoi
de.”

“Ghé that! A, rd't nhiéu ngwoi da bi giét & day.”

“T6i ¢6 the cam giac dwoe bau khong khi gi€t chéc lan tran noi day.”

“Nim xudng thir xem.”

“Tuyét vori! Cadm gidc nhu sip bi giét t&i noi vay!”

Toi lo 1a m&’y nguoi nay dau é¢ hinh nhwe déu ¢6 van dé roi. Ho c6 sao
khong vay? Chd do chi 1a mit da't thoi ma.

Vira di luét qua ho, toi vira giri gdm lai mot anh mét thwong cam.



Ké xau xa khong con gay hai dworc nra c6 vé ra't dworc yéu thich. Toi
thi hoan toan khong 1y gidi dwoc chuyén nay.
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Thé& nhung, dui sao thi chinh vi bit giip canh twong d6 nén téi mdi t&i
deily, vay nén du sao thi td1 cing da diung khi tim ki€m co hdi ki€m tién
bang cach lan theq bén~g dang ctia “quy gi€t ngwoi khu phd s6” hai”. Béi toi
da phat hién ra, nam lan gitra nhirng to’ roi quang cdo v& kich rai rac trén
mat da't [a mot thir hoan toan khac biét.

N6 néi: “Tuyén s& lwong 1on phu thily ¢6 the lam viéc trong thoi gian
ngan! Pay 1a co hdi gitip ban ki&m bon tién!”

Bon ti€n sao? Phan nay khién téi chu y.

“Um....”

N&u néi cu th€ hon thi 1a t6i kha to mo vé nhan vat dang tin tuyén dung
nay.

Trén d6 viét: “Nhirng ai ¢6 hirng thi xin hay t&i ngay ngdi nha nay (néu
ai chi mudn t&i lam tro thi xin hay vé ngay!)”

Cung chtr ky cta ngwoi ¢6 vé 1a chil nhan cua to roi.

N phu thiay Huan Y Ester, mot cdi t€n ma toi biét.

Mang theo it nhiéu 1ong nghi ngo, cling véi sy to mo va bi diéu khién
b&i khat khao ki€m tién, k&t cuc la gio day t6i dang dirng go canh ctra do.

Co &y ngay lap tiec ra mé& cira.

“Cha cha. Xin chao. Lan dau gdp mat. Xin hoi c6 1a?”

Canh ctra m& ra, mdt cd gai v&oi mai téc mau tim nhat xda ngang vai
dang khé dung dwa v&i doi méit mau vang nhin chim chidm vao t6i. Ca 4o
choang 1an mi phu thiy déu hop v&i mau téc, mang mau tim nhat. Trén
chiéc mil phii thiy 12 huy hiéu bi€u trirng hinh ngdi sao dang khé 1ic Iw.

“Xin chao. T6i 1a Elaina. T6i c6 thdy to’ roi ngoai kia nén t&i day.”

“C6 la ntr phu thay ha? Téi ¢6 cam giac nhw vay.”

“Con ¢0 la Ester ding khong? T6i cling ¢c6 cam gidc nhw vay.”

“Céc to roi ngoai kia r6 rang déu c6 chir ky cda to6i ma.”

“Vay viéc toi 1a nir phu thdy thi cd nhin thoi 1a du hieu roéi di.”



“Phu phuw. Ping vy nhi.”

Hai hang 16ng may khé& nhwdn 1én, ¢6 gai nd nu cuoi.

“A th& nhung ma, gd ctra nha toi cling dong nghia v&i viée dit chi mot
chiit co cling mudn lam viéc gi d6, duing khong?”

“T61 mong mudn ki€m tién.”

“Mong mudn lam viéc thi sao?”

“Néu c6 th€ thi t6i cling mudén ki€m dwoe tién ma khong can lam gi
ca.”

“Vay 1a khong c6 ti mong mudn lao dong nao sao...”

Co6 gai khé thé dai roi ti€p, “Ma thoi, khong sao hét. Du khong cé
mong mudn lao dong thi n&t phu thdy van 1a nit phu thdy. Mo vao™, ¢o Ay
danh cam chiu.

“Xin phép lam phién.”

Va nhu vay, t6i don gidn dworc mei vao nha ctia co ay.

Con vé ndi dung cong viéc thi van hoan toan chwra biét gi.

Nha ctia c6 &y duwoc sap xép khd ngin nip, néi theo hudng tich cyce thi
rd't sach s&, con néi theo hwdng tidu cuc thi trong nha hau nhw ching ¢4 thit
gi. Ngoai trir chdu hoa odi hwong bén ngoai ctra s0, trong phong chi cé
nhtrng d6 dung sinh hoat t&i thi€u nha't.

“Xin mei. C6 ng'di xudng kia di.”

T6i theo loi chi dan cia Ester va ng'di xudng s6 pha. Mot liic sau, c6 Ay
cam ra hai tach tra va ng61 xudng doi dién toi.

“Cam on”, t61 cui dau chao giong nhw dang nhin xudng tach hdng tra
dwoc dit ngay tredc mat, “Veé tién lwong clia cong viée nay thi...” va nhanh
chong di vao van dé chinh.

“Cd khong hdi noi dung, ma trede tién lai nhic t&i tién cong sao?” Vira
ngac nhién, c6 &y vira ceoi ddy mét moi. “Trong c6 tré qua. Cod bao nhiéu
tudi vay?”

“Néam nay la mwoi tdm tudi.”

“Ho6 h6. Vay tré thanh nix phu thay tw bao gior?”

“Nam muwoi bon tudi.”



“A, mudn hon tdi mot tudi.”

“Lai néi, co bat dau tap sw 1am nit phu thdy nim bao nhiéu tusi?”

“Hinh nhw 1a ndm muwoi tudi.”

“Nghia 12 tinh ti¥ ldc bit dau tip s cho d&n khi tré thanh ni¥ phil thiy
ma't ba ndm sao?”

“Piing vay. Lic tdi bit d4u hoc phép thuat 13 nim 1én tdm, mA't hai nim
de€ c6 th€ lam ntr phu thuy tap sw, va ma't ba nam d€ tré thanh nir phu thay
thuc thu.”

“T6i chi trong mOt nam da tré thanh nie phu thiy roéi. Vay 1a c¢d cham
hon t61 tdn hai nam do.”
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Im lang trong chdc lat, tdi noi.

“C0 hién tai bao nhiéu tuoi?”

“T6i mwoi chin, vay thi sao?”

“A, vdy 12 hon tdi mot tudi roi.”

“Co... Co dang tréu t6i da'y ha?”

“Khong khong. Toi c6 lam gi dau.”

Ti€p do, toi lai lai cau chuyén veé van dé chinh.

“Thé&’, ndi dung cong viéc nay la gi vay? Ti€p nura, vE tién lwong xin ¢
cling ndi cu the.”

“C6 vé nhw c6 du thé nao cling quan tam van dé tién bac hon nhi! Vay
toi s€ ndi Ve tién lwong truede.”

Ester dat 1én ban mot céi boc va day né trwgt vé phia tdi. Cai boc vira
roi khoi tay ¢6 &y thi nghiéng hin vé mot bén, tr bén trong phat ra ti€ng
lodng xoang r6 mon mot.

Céam giac nhw rd't nhi€u tién.

T6i ngay 14p tirc m& cdi boc ra.
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Ping nhw t6i da nghi, ¢6 ra't nhiéu tién. Khong, phai néi 1a nhiéu trén
mic mong doi.

Bén trong boc nhét didy nhirng dong tién vang. SO lvong d€m khong
hé&t. Mot boc tién ma dm bang ca hai tay ciing khdng hét dwore. Nham tinh



don gian thi s§ ti€n nay du cé dn choi trdc tdng trong vong ba nim ciling
khong hét. Toi kinh ngac t&i mirc ma't ca kha nang ngbn ngtr.

“P¢é 1a tién cong sau khi hoan thanh cong viéc. N&u c6 th€ lam xong
viéc t0i giao mot cach hoan hao thi t't ca chd d6 sé 1a cta ¢d.”

“C0 nghiém tdc ha?”

“To61 dang vO cung nghiém tac.”

“.....7 Toi choang vang truedrc sO tién qua 1on. “Xin héi, t6i phai lam
cong viéc gi d€ c6 theé nhan dwoe sd' tién 1on nay?”

“Hi? C6 18 nao cd thay lo lang roi? Khong sao dau. Elaina chi c¢an di
cung to1 la dwoce.”

“Di cung... &y a? Nhung rdt cudc 1a di not nao?”

“Noi nay.”

Vwra néi, ngén tay Ester vira chi xu6ng bén dwdi.

“A, di vao trong tach tra sao?”

“Khong phai, bén dwdi nira kia.” “Nghia 1a?”

“Pi t&i chinh da't nwde nay... Hay ndi chinh xdc 1a t6i mudn di toi dat
nwdc nay clia mueoi ndm veé trede.”

“Muoi nam vé trede? Co di lam... Ma khong quan trong 1a ¢ dinh di
t&i d6 bang cich nao?”

“Tw ndy toi gio ¢d ¢d nhiéu cau hdi that day.” Co &y khé mim cuwoi.
“T6i, k& tir khi bt dau 1am viéc cho da't nwde nay véi twe cach mot phi thity
thi da luén khong ngung nghién ctru ma thuét d€ c6 thé quay vé mwoi ndm
veé tredre. Trd lai muroi nam trede d€ tranh di mot k&t cuc bat hanh. Nay,
Elaina, cd c6 bié€t noi nay mwoi nam trede ¢ thir gi khong?”

“C6 da't nwdre nay cia muwoi nam trede.”

“Khong chi c6 vay dau.”
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“O da't nedc nay ciia muoi ndm trede, dira bé d6 dang song. Pira bé d6
khi van cOn trong sdng.”

Thé r'6i ¢6 &y ndi 1én mdt cdi tén. Va Idn nwra, lai 1a mot cdi tén ma toi
biet.



Ester va Selina la ban tw thud nhd. Tw khi con nhd, ho ludn than thiét
v&i nhau, thim chi nhitng ngwdi xung quanh con phai nhan xét ring ho
gi6ng nhw chi em rudt. Mot bén 1a phu thay thién tai. Mot bén 1a mot ngwoi
binh thwong. B&i vi diéu nay, hai ngwoi dit hop nhau t¢i dau thi van ¢6
phéan khong hoa hop. Thé nhung, mac k€ vi€c ¢6 phép thuét hay khong, hai
c6 bé van cir 1a nhirng ngwoi ban ra't than, ra't rat than cua nhau.

Va hai con ngwoi da tieng 1a ban rd't than d6 da khong th€ gidp nhau tw
muoi mOt ndm tredre. MOt ndm treedre khi b6 me cuia Selina roi xa ¢oi doi.

MO0t phu thuy con rat tré lai day tai nang nhw Ester d€ tr¢ thanh mot ni
phu thdy da phai roi xa qué hwong cua dong h'o Rostorf, toi da't nwée khac
hoc phép thuat. Hai ngwoi da bude phai rovi xa nhau.

Ester da ton ndm ndm hoc tap, tu luyén d€ tw phap sw tré thanh nir phu
thay.

Ning lyc cia Ester thién tai d&€n mrc ngay ca & qué hwong cua d6ng
h'd Rostorf cling dwore danh gia cao. Ngay sau khi tré thanh nix pht thuy va
trd vé qué nha, c6 da dwoc quoc veong triéu téi, ban loi, “Hay lam nix phu
thay chinh thirc cia ca nwdc di!”. Pay qua that la mdt vinh dy vo cuing 1on.
Ester ngay 14p tirc ti€p nhan.

Niém vui nay, ngwoi dau tién Ester mudn chia sé t¢i chinh 1a ¢6 ban
than Selina ctia minh. P6 ciling 14 ltc ¢ biét ring nguwdi ban tir thud au tho
da thay d6i hoan toan. Biét rang, sau nim nim, ngudi ban 4u tho di bién
thanh mot ké cam th&’y khodi tra khi gié€t nguoi.

Pau bu®n, da khong bi€t bao Tdn Ester thi néi chuyén, thuyét phuc
Selina. Th& nhung, tdt ca déu két thic mot cach vo ich. Cho du cé phuc
kich c6 bé, khong ngwng thuyét phuc thi nhirng loi n6i déu khong hé lot
vao tai ¢6. Cho du ¢6 ndi gi, ngay ca chuyén vé nguoi ban than tredc kia,
cd déu khong nh¢, cai ¢6 nhin tha’y chi c6 thé gidi ddng cam hian ma thoi.

K& ttr d6, Ester ludn danh thoi gian rdi trong cong viéc d€ nghién ciru
phép thuat.

Va phép thuat d6 chinh 1a loai phép thuat gitip quay ngwoc thoi gian.

Co6 &y mudn di ngwgc dong thoi gian, loai trir di nguyén nhan khién
cho Selina phat dién.

“Trong lic ma tdi khong c6 & do, c6 bé &y da phai trai qua nhirng h'6i
e dau buon, thé’ nén— thé& nén, tdi mudn ctru cd bé.”



Ester k€ lai.

“Khi vira t&i noi nay, viéc dau tién tdi lam chinh 1a di xem vé& kich vé
Selina.”

“Vay thi dé n6i chuyén roi. Selina da ché&t ba nim trrdc. P khong con
nwra.”

“Co ay da bj xw& te ding khong?”

“Ping vay. Ma nguoi lam viéc d6 1a t6i. Sau ba nam khong ngwng truy
dudi, cudi cling toi da bit dwoe ciu &y, dil téi cho rang minh c6 the 1am ciu
Ay tré lai nhu xwa, thé nhung qudc veong, roi ca ngudi dan déu sot sing
yéu cau mau chong xw tir, thé nén, chinh tay t6i da chém dau ciu ay.”
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“Vi vay nén, gio’ tdi mudn stra lai sai Tam cdia minh.”

Mot thé” gidi ma khong ¢6 cdu Ay thi tdi cling khong hé mudn song
nita, Ester d3 néi nhw vdy. V&i bo moi cin chit va khudn mit viin veo day
kho ' s&.

T6i roi mét khoi bi€u tinh dau dén clia ¢6 4y, nhadp moi tdch hong tra
da lanh ngét va tra 1.

“T6i hi€u tinh hinh roi. Thé nhwng, phai 1am th& nao thi vin chwa biét.
Tai sao viéc cd tré vé qua khir lai ¢an tdi gop strc?”

Nghe t&i d6, Ester cham cham ding 1én khoi s6” pha va di t&i mé canh
clra trong cling ctia ciin phong. Trong cin phong t&i mit ndm trong cling Ay
1a hai chi€c gh€” duwoc x€p canh nhau. Phia sau hai cai gh€” ddt mdt 10 nung
that 1om.

“Phép thudt ma t6i tao ra khong phai 1a mot thir ¢6 th€ don gian st
dung, n€u khong c6 gi dé€’tra gia thi sé khong tao thanh dworc.”

“Co nghia 1a...”

“Khi khong con ma lyc, n€u mudn dung phép thuit nguoi ta sé phai hy
sinh mot thi gi d6 ciia minh d€ tao ra ma lyc ding khong?”

“A... Pung 12 viy.”

Vi du nhw giong ndi, hodc nhw ky ¢ ctia ban than. Pong nghia v&i do,
né&u 18y mdt thir cia ban than ra dit coc trede s€ ¢ the€ nhan dwore ma lwe
cang khong 16.



Vo t6i khong may d€ tam dén— A khéng, phai ndi 1a chwa bao gio toi
gap mot treong hop ¢6 chap, kién tri d&€n thé nay trwdc kia nén chwa bao
gio duing dén.

“Trong ndm ndm nay, t6i da lién tuc chich mau cda ban than. Bén canh
do tbi cling 18y ra lwong ma lye gan sat mirc can kiét va tich chung lai, lién
tuc khong ngung nghi. B&i d€ cé th€ tré lai mwoi ndm veé tredre s€ can mot
lwong ma lye 1on khong twdng dwoc.”

«“ o

“Thé& nhung chi v&i mdu va lwgng ma lyc ma tdi da tich tu thi van
khong da. Chi mot chit nira thoi.”

“Thi€u mot chit 1a bao nhi€éu?”

“Vira ding bang tA't ca ma lic ma hién tai trong co’ th& tdi c4.”

Viy cling c6 nghia la.

“Nghia 1a, sau khi tr¢ vé qua khir thi ¢6 s€ khong con chiit ma lyc nao
ntra, nén ¢6 can mot nir phu thdy & bén canh, phong treong hop ¢6 chuyén
g1 xay ra s€ bao v¢ c6 ding khong?”

“Unm, hoi khdc mét chit.”

Ester 147y ttr trong tdi ra hai chiéc nhén.

“Elaina chi cAn deo chiéc nhin nay vao va tré vé cling v&i t6i 1a duoc
roi. Phidn con lai ¢ giao cho t6i.”

Vira néi, c6 4y nhét chié€c nhan vao tay toi.

D6 12 mot chiéc nhin nho nhd dinh mot vién bao thach rit dep. Néu
deo vao thi chiéc nhan chi vira ngén tit cua toi thoi.

“Céi nhan nay 1a?”

“A cdi d6, vi mudn 1am Selina vui nén todi da tao ra né trong lic tu
luyén. N&u c6 né thi ¢ th€ dung chung ma lyc dwoce. Toi nghi ring, néu
dung dén no thi Selina cling s€ dung dugc phép thuit cing nén.”
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Toi deo nd vao ngon ut. “Noi tom lai, cd d€ cho tdi deo chi€c nhin nay
12 vi mudn tré vé qud khir r'oi van c6 the ding dwgc ma lyc ding khong?”

“Diing vdy. Du th& nao, tdi vin mudn gip lai cdu 4y khi cdu 4y da 187y
lai y thirc, khde manh khong khuyét thi€u gi.”

“Viy sao...”



Co 2y khé gat dau dap lai va noi ti€p.

“Sao? Co s€ gitp tdi chi?”

Ester néi nhw héi y kién.

Dép lai 10 ¢0, toi gio ban tay vé&i chi€c nhan dang 14p ldnh trén ngon it
1én cao, tra loi.

“That ra thi t6i cling kha la hirng thd v&i da't nwde nay tai thoi di€ém
muoi ndm veé truedec.

B&i vi t6i 1a Itr khach ma.”

Ching t6i Tan lwgt ng'6i xudng hai chi€c ghé trong can phong t6i mo &
bén trong.

Tuy khong cam thay gi nhwng ¢6 vé nhw ng6i 1€n cdi ghé” nay c6 the
giup nguwoi ta tré lai qua khi.

“Co6 chuan bi xong chwa?”

Ester nim diia phép bang ca hai tay va liéc nhin toi. T6i gat dau v&i co
ay, “Vay toi lam day — ”, néi r'oi cd &y chi diia phép vao 10 nung phia sau.

Tay ¢0 run khé.

“C0 khong sao chtr...? Tay cd dang run kia.”

“Khodng sao. Dy la do t6i bi thi€u mau thoi.”

“M0 hoi cling chdy rong rong roi kia.”

“Pay cling 1a do t6i bi thi€u mau.”

“Vay khong phai la khong on sao...”

“Thé& nhwng t6i vAn phai lam. N&u lic 1am dwoc ma khong lam, thi sé
khong con co’ hoi nira.”
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“Chuan bi xong r'oi ch?”

Co &y hoi lai dén Tan thi hai.

“C0 thi sao Ester?”

Nghe t6i hoi, cd &y dap.

“Xong hét roi. T ndm nam veé trwde.”

Co6 Ay vay diia phép, nhiam tia sdng xanh tring vé phia 10 nung. Ngay
sau d6, nap 10 nung mé ra, 4nh sdng xanh tring tr Fau diia phép phong ra
cit udn Iwon nhr mot con ran va dai ra mai. Tia sang d6 18y ching toi 1am



trung tim, cudn vong xung quanh tao thanh nia qua ciu 4nh sing, ching
ma’y chd'c chung t61 da bi bao tron trong anh séng.

Trudc mat tdi tran ngdp thit 4nh sdng ky la vira lanh 180, nhung cling
vtra Am ap. T6i chi than nhién quan sat tw trén ghé’.

“A, xin 16i. T6i quén néi mot chuyén.”

Giong Ester vang 1én.

“Chuyén gi?7”

T6i quay dau hai.

“Cam on ¢0.”

C6 Yy chi néi c6 vay roi nhadm mat.

Ltc d6 t6i chi croi noi.

“Khong c6 gi.”

Ti€ng chuéng koong koong vang 1én danh thirc t6i ddy. Khong hi€u sao
toi lai ngdl quén mat. Trong tAm mit toi 12 khung cdnh khong hé thay ddi so
voi nhitng gi t6i vira thdy ban ndy. Noi ddy chi 1a mot can phong gian di
khong xau cling khong dep. That sy t6i da trd lai thoi di€ém mwoi nam veé
tredc sao? TOi chi thdy 1a ching t6i da dwoce thoat ra khoi anh sang kia
thoi.

“Cé vé nhu chiing ta da thanh céng.”

Thé& nhwng, trdi ngwoc v&i toi van con dang nghi ngor, Ester lai c6 vé
ra't chic chén vé tinh trang tredc mét.

“Nhin nay, Elaina. Bai tri cia can phong da tré’ lai mwoi ndm veé tredc.”

“Xin 106i nhung t6i khong thd’y ¢6 chd nao khdc ca.”

“Khac nhau hoan toan luén. Chd ndy, chd kia, ca chd kia nira.”

“Khong phai ta't cd déu khdng thay doi gi so voi trede sao?”

“To1i lai thQy chung khic nhau hoan toan ludén.”

Chuyén d6 thi deong nhién th6i n€u ngay nao t6i cung nhin thady
ching. Trong treong hop hang ngay khong gip thi rd't khé d€ nhan ra mot
thtr da c6 gi thay doi.

“La ngwoi mdi Man dau t¢i day thi toi chi thA'y canh twong van y nhw cii
thoi.”



“Vay thi ching ta cling ra ngoai ki€ém tra xem sao.”

Ester khé hi't mai t6c tim nhat cia minh va ding diy khoi gh&’, r'oi di
theamg ra bén ngoai. T6i dudi theo sau cd &y va tién tay dong lai canh cda cd
a'y dd ma ra.

“Hirm?” Phai n6i thé nao nhi?

“Qua that la c6 chut khéc biét.”

RO rang bén ngoai cin nha cua Ester ¢6 rai nhiéu dén phat ngan to roi
ctia v& kich kia, thé’ nhung hién gio t6i lai khong nhin thd’y mot to nao ca.
Khéng chi ¢6 vay, nhitng con phd tuy van giit nguyén sic mau, nhung lai
c6 d6i chd mau thudn véi ky rc ctia t6i. Vi du nhw tén goi cua nhirng ctra
hiéu bay d4y ban ra dwong, hay mau sic nhitng bdng hoa né bén bé ctra sb.
Con ph6” hién ra v&i nhirng bi€n héa nhd nhat ch'ong chat 1én nhau. Théap
dong h'6 doi dién nhitng cidn nha van gidng nhw khi ndy t6i vira méi nhin
ngdm, tiép tuc coéng viéc d&€m thoi gian cia né. Am vang cia tiéng chudng
bdo nam gio’ vang vong bén tai toi.

Ester d6i theo hwdng nhin cia toi, ndi.

“Gidi han thoi gian 1a mot ti€ng dong ho k€ tw bay gio. Khi ti€ng
chudng bdo sau gio’ vang 1€n, ching ta s€ tré lai thoi di€m mwoi nam sau.”

“Chi c6 mot ti€ng thoi sao?”

“V&i ma lye cua toi hién gio’ thi chi ¢ the duy tri cho ching ta tré lai
muwoi nam triede trong vong mot ti€ng thoi. Nhwng nhw vay cling da roi.”

Co ay ndi tiep.

“Chi can ¢6 ngan d6 thoi gian, thi nhirtng chuyén da xay ra ciia muwoi
nam qua s€ c6 th€’ don gian xéa bo.”

Vwa di dwong, Ester vira m& quyén sG ghi chép ra.

“Hai muoi phiit ntra s€ xay ra vu cwedp tai nha Selina. Thé nén chiing ta
s€ t&i d6 va ngén no lai.”

“Pé la cai gi vay? Quyen so ghi chép kia ay?”

“Do lam viéc cho da't nwdc nay nén tdi ¢ toan quyén vEé vu viéc da xay
ra mwoi ndm truedc, khi d6 t6i da diéu tra ta't ca nhirng thong tin ¢6 the.”

«) 7

“Quyén so nay ghi chép lai chi ti€t tat ca cac thong tin vE€ tinh hinh
cling nhw 1o khai cda cac nhan chirng. Theo nhw trong ddy thi khoang hai



muoi phut sau, mot t€n bien chadt doi mu trum dau den s€ x6ng vao nha
Selina. Ti€p d6 gi€t chét b6" me ciu Ay va 18y di tdt cd nhieng th c6 gia
tri.”

“U hi.”

“K& hoach la chuing ta s€ ng'6i yén cho té€n cwdp do toi.”

“Nghia 12 c6 djnh dudi danh hin ludn ha?”

“Pwong nhién roi. Chinh vi thé t6i m&i toi ddy ma.” Ester gt manh
dau. “Néu bd me ¢d 4y van con thi cudc sdng clia Selina ciing khong tré
nén dién loan nhw vay.”

“Ra vay.”

Né&u nhw x6a bd hét moi nguyén nhén thi nhirng ngwoi da bi Selina giét
cling sé song lai, nhw chwa ting ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra ding khong?

Né€u th€” thi twong lai r6t cudc sé bi€n thanh ra sao day. Mot con quy
gi€t ngwoi da khong con dwoe sinh ra nira thi & twong lai muwoi ndm sau
ldc chiing toi tré lai, cdnh séc hin s& bién ddi rat nhiéu.

T6i van dang chim trong suy nghi, con Ester van ttr tdn noi.

“Thé& nhwng, tuy ndéi c¢6 th€ thay d6i qua khir & day, nhung khi trd lai
trong lai mwoi ndm sau, ching ta vin s€ song ti€p trong mdt twong lai
khong ¢6 gi thay doi.”

“...7! Nghia la sao?”

“Nghia la, du t6i cé can thiép vao qua khir chia Selina thi cdi twong lai
ma tdi s€ gi€t ciu ay ciing sé khong hé thay doi. Khi nghién ctru vé phép
thuit d€ quay ngwoc thoi gian, t6i da lyc tim ra't nhiéu tw liéu va van kién
lién quan. Thé& nhwng tat ca nhirng ai trng st dung thanh céng phép thuit
tré lai qua khir déu néi gidng nhau ‘Du cé tré lai qua khir thi cling khong
thay doi dwgc diéu gi’.”

“.....7 To6i cling da twng tim hi€u qua vé phép thuit tré lai qua khi.
Phép thuat ma toi st dung d€ chwra tri v€t thwong ndi that ra cling chinh la
mot loai phép thuat quay ngwoe qua khir.

“Nghia la th&" nay nhi: Du cho ¢b cé thay doi qua khir, thi sau nay vi
mdt nguyén nhin nao dé, moi chuyén van s& dién ra ding nhw cii.”

N6i 1a moi viéc déu c6 quy dao cta n6 ciing dwoc, du ta ¢ lam gi, c6
thay doi qua kht th& nao, thi tdt ca déu s€ hwdng téi cing mot két cuc



giong nhau, chic 1 vay?

Thé& nhung c6 Ay lai tir tdn 14c 1ic mai téc mau tim nhat.

“Ciing khong phdi. Von di viéc qua khir da thay doi hay chwa, chinh
chiing ta ciing khong nim chic dworc. Qud khir clia chiing ta chinh 1 qué
khtr da dwoc xac dinh, nén du thé nao ciling khong th€ thay doi.”

“H hit hit hit...? Xin 10i nhung rd't cudc 13 thé nao vay?” Hai bén 16ng
may cua t6i nhan hét lai.

Co &y khé tho ra mot hoi.

“T6i sé giai thich mot cach don gian nhé? Goi thé” gidi ma ching ta da
song 1a A di? Lic nay, thoi di€fm muoi ndm trede ¢ the gidi A 1a thie da
dwoc xdc dinh xong, nghia la chiing ta khong thé€ l1am gi v&i né nira. Thé
nhwng, b&i vi ching ta khdng the€ can thiép vao ndé nén mdi ¢6 noi nay.”

“Vay qua khir ma chiing ta dang dirng ddy r6t cudc la cai gi vay?”

“C6 1€ la qua khir ma ching ta c6 th€ can thiép dwore. Gia thi€t diy la
thé” gioi B. Ching ta von ¢ twong lai mwoi nam sau cla the gidi A ding
khong? Thé& nhwng, ching ta lai nhay t&i qua khir & thé” gidi B nay, con
di€m xua't phat 12 thé” gidi A von c6 nén ching ta tré lai van 1a the” gidi A
ma thoi.”

“N6i cach khéc, do vdy nén du noi nay cé xay ra chuyén gi thi ching ta
khong th€ nao biét dworc.”

Khi gidi thich t&i day thi ching toi cling sip stra t&i noi can dén.

Thé nhwng, n€u chuyén nay la thit thi...

“Thé& ¢6 nghia la, qua khir r6 rang la thir ma du ching ta c6 gidy giua
thé nao ciing s€ khong thay d6i?”

“Dung 1a vay.”

Co Ay gat dau khing dinh.

“Xin 10i, t6i man phép néi diéu nay, nhwng lam vay thi ¢6 y nghia gi
ch?”

“That sy 1a qua man phép roi do...”

“Né€u gia thuyét cua c6 ding thi day chinh Ia sy that roi con gi.”

) Co6 ay r6t cudc nghi gi ma lai vi mot twong lai s€ khong thay doi, c6
gang can thi€p vao qua khtr ch? B6 khong phai chi 1a mot sy tuy hirng,



nghich ngom ma choi dua voi thoi gian, k&t cuc cling chi khi€n cho sy tich
mich khi sdng trong mdt twong lai khong the€ ciru vot dwoe gi cang thém
sAu sic hay sao? D6 1a nhitng gi ma tdi nghi.

Nhin thau nhitng ba't an cta toi, Ester 1ic dau.

“C6 y nghia chir. It nhat, 1am nhw th€ toi s& c6 the thay thanh than
hon.”

Co ay ndi tiep.

“Chi c4n nghi ring c6 mot twong lai noi ma cdu 4y da dwoe ctru gidp 1a
toi tha'y da du.”

Buoc di ti€p, ching t6i TAn lwot quan sat nhitng noii s€ thay doi trong
twong lai.

Ciin nha ding kia hién gio 12 mot ctra hang banh mi, nhung trong tirong
lai lai phd san. Va ba chu noi dé da bd trén trong dém.

O dang kia c6 mot dira bé dang tip vung ki¢m ding khong? Mudi nim
sau n6 s€ tr¢’ thanh mot ngwoi linh tredng thanh. C6 1€ nd da c6 wéc mo
tré thanh mot nguwoi linh tw Iic nay roi cling nén.

T6i vira li€c nhin Ester khong biét vi sao lai vui vé k€ moi chuyén nhw
vay, vira budc di.

“N6i t&i, cling sap t&i nha Selin...” Ester néi t&i d6 roi dot nhién ding
khyng lai.

Vwra lam bam 1dp di 1dp lai ‘sao th& nay’, ‘sao lai thé nay’, c6 &y vua
nhin chim cham phia tredc, mét trirng to, kinh ngac t&i ha hd'c miéng.

Pwong nhin cta cd &y chinh 1a phia d6i dién con dwong ma chiing toi
dang di to.

“...721 C6 chuyén gi vay?”

T6i quay dau, nhin theo tAm mét ctia Ester. O’ d6 ¢6 béng ddng ciia mot
cd bé. Mot ¢6 bé tam khoang muoi tudi voi mai toéc dai mwot ma va doi
mét xanh bigc gidng t6i. C6 18 c6 bé dang trén dwdng mua sim tré vé, bdi
hai tay ¢6 bé dang xach day la @6, cham rai buoc di.

“Selina...?”

Ester goi c¢6 bé d6 nhw vay.



Vwra cd't giong run ray nhw dang kim nén diéu gi dé, c6 ay vira chay t&i
cho ¢0 bé kia, quy go1 trén mat da't va nhe nhang 6m 18y c0 bé.

“0...2 Ha? Nay, chi la ai? Khong mudn, dang s¢’ qua.”

C6 bé bi sy viéc xay ra dot nhién lam cho kinh ngac. Va s¢ hai.

“Selina. Qua that d 1au 18m r'o6i. Xin 18i nhé. RS rang ciu da phai chiu
bao dau kh&, vy ma t& lai khong the ctru ciu dwore. Thait sy, that sy ra't xin
16i.”

“Xin hdéi, chi o1, chi 12 ai vay...?”

“Cho to nhé. To nha't dinh s€ ctru ciu.”

“Chij la nguroi truyén dao cua ton gido mdi hay dai loai vay a?”

Selina c6 v& 1a mot c¢d bé chin chin hon tudi. Hoi day Selina dang bi
bat ngo ra, Ester noi.

“Um. Pdng ngo qué ding khong? Xin 16i cau.”

“Tién trinh hién tai ding la dang ngo that.”

“Xin 16i c4u nhiéu nhé. Chi vi t& muén 6m ciu qud.”

“Chi la ngwoi truyén gido ton gido méi hay gi vay?”

“Chij la nguoi t&i twe teong lai.”

“Hé&?” Selina gia bd nhw dang quan tAm 1im rdi bja ra mdt 1&i néi doi
d€ nhanh nhanh chd&m dat cudc hdi thoai. “Th& nhung gio em dang c6 viéc
gdp ma't r'oi. Khong c6 thoi gian ranh d€ néi chuyén voi chi dau.”

“Unm... Xin 18i em nhé.”

Bj tir chdi thang thing, Ester kh& nhin may dy c6 don va 1ui lai sau.

Selina da dwore Ester tha ra vira khong ngung ngodi dau lai xem chj géi
ky la dot nhién xuét hién c¢6 duoi theo minh khdng, vira ma't hiit trén con
dwong phia trwde.

“... Cho to nhé Selina.”

Ester khé 1am bam m&t minh. Tung chir mang theo ca quyé&t tim khong
gi lay chuyén dworc.

“Co bé c6 vé kha lanh lung nhi?”

“Cau ay to xwa da vay roi. Nhwng ngoai miéng lanh lung 1a thé’, con
trai tim thi lai rdt diu dang.”



Ching t6i ttr nhd mdi ngay déu gip nhau, nén it nha't chuyén nhw vy
toi van biét, Ester vira ngéng mét nhin theo, c& ging tim ki&€m béng déang
Selina phia con dwong cd &y di di, vira néi. P6i mét ¢d &y ldc d6 tran ngap
s diu dang.

Khi t&i nha cta Selina, hai chiing t6i nhanh chéng trién khai tac chié€n
de€ ctru bd me cd bé. K& hoach 1a the nay. Pau tién, ching tdi go ctra ngdi
nha cta Selina.

“Ai vay?” B& Selina 1a ngwoi ra mé cia.

“Chao chi. Chdu la chi cling cha khac me v&i Ester a.”

“O. Thao nio nhin chdu gidng hét Ester. Nhuwng sao lai ¢6 chuyén ciing
cha khac me vay?”

“Chuyén nay xin d€’ sau a.”

“Vay duoc ch?”

“Da véang a. Chau c¢6 dwoc hai dira né6 nho' chuyén loi. Xin chd hay
nghe chau n6i.”

“U htt... C6 chuyén gi?”

“C6 mdt viéc rat quan trong lién quan t&i Ester, nén né mudén goi chi
va vo chd téi d6, mong ¢d chu ¢6 the di ngay bay gior a.”

“Chuyén quan trong la chuyén gi vay?”

“C4i d6? Chau ciing khong 16 14m.”

“Chau cat cong toi diy chi d€ chuyén loi vé mot viéc chau cling khong
6 ha?”

“Pung vay a. N6i tom lai, c6 vé 1a chuyén ra't quan trong nén xin ¢6 chud
hay di cung chau ngay.”

“Hwm... R6t cudc 1a viée gi day?”

Chiing t6i da dwng 1én k& hoach nhw vdy d€ dwa b6 me Selina ra khoi
nha. Va da thanh cong. K& hoach ti€p sau dé thi vo cing don gian. Trong
khi bd” me Selina chuan bi chat @6 roi di thi Ester tranh tha chi cho toi vai
chuyén.

“Elaina hay doi sin trong nha clia Selina. Toi s& dwa c6 quyén s& ghi
chép nay, hdy doc kj n6 va chuah bj s&n trirdc cho tinh hudng xdy ra.”

“Con Ester dinh lam gi?”



“T6i s€ bao vé papa va mama cua Selina. B&i vi ching ta da thay doi s6
phan cua hai nguoi ho, nén khdng biét s€ c6 diéu gi xay ra khong nira. Vay
nén tdi phai bao vé ho.”
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Nghia la t6i bi day cho lam viéc phién phirc nha't ding khong?

Thé nén.

Mot minh tdi & trong nha cta Selina ngdng cho’ tén cwdp dén. BE giét
thoi gian, toi vira tir tor doc nhirng ghi chép con lai ctia Ester, vira mo mang
cho thoi gian toi.

“Hem...”

Trong ghi chép cua Ester, sy viéc xdy ra mwoi ndm vE trede - chinh la
thoi di€m hién tai dworc ghi lai ra't cu thé€. Sy viéc xay ra la khoang hon
muoi phit sau. Mot tén xdu xa doi mil trim den ngang nhién di vao tw
thém ctra va st hai bd me c6 bé. Sau d6, hin 14y ta't cd nhitng &6 c6 gid tri
va chay tron. C6 vé nhu gia dinh Selina kha dw da nén m&i bi tén cuwdp
nhdm t&i. Ngay trong chiéc tii quan 4o ma tdi dang tron diy ciing treo day
4p nhirng trang phuc dit tién cling nhitng @0 trang strc xa xi. Qua 12 mot vu
cwop ki€m boi tién.
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Thé& nhwng, trong tat ca sy viéc c6 mot di€m khi€n t6i chd y. B& me
cta Selina bj ddm b&i mot thitr sic nhon nhw lwdi dao. Ho chét do hon
muoi v&t ddm nhw vay trén co’ the. N&u chi 1a mdt vu cwedp thi nhw vay ¢6
phai hoi qua r6i khong. C6 vé Ester ciling nhan thdy diém ky la & day nén
cd &y da viét & cudi phan ghi chép thé nay.

‘C6 kha nang do 1ong thu han. Muc dich cua tén cuwdp khdng phai tién
ma la b6 me Selina?’

Néu qua that la vay thi tdi da hi€u tai sao Ester lai phai bao vé hai
ngudi ho. Viée toi & lai chd nay chi nham dam bio khong bd qua kha ning
day chi 1a mot vu cuop.

“Um...”

Va c¢6 vé nhue khong the bd qua kha nang d6 hién gior ¢ the' bd di duoc
roi. Chiéc nhin trén ngén tt clia toi phat sang, mdt lwdng khéi mau tring
xanh lwon 1o bay ra khoi td quan do. Va toi cam giac dwoc ma lwe dang bi
hit khoi co’ the€ minh.



C6 nghia la...
Ester dang stt dung phép thuit.
E ring, Ester dang d&i mit v&i tén trom.

N6i theé nao thi Ester cling 1a mét nir phu thily. Khdng nhirng vay con la
thién tai c6 th€ quay nguoc lai thoi gian mwoi nam. Chi mét tén trom liéu
c6 th& 1am khé ¢d &y nSi sao? Khong hé, vén di tdi con khong cho ring né
c6 th€ duoc coi 12 mot tran phan thing bai. K& tin cong bd me ciia Selina
né&u theo nhw thdng tin trong nay thi chi ¢6 ding mot ngwdi. Cho du hin ta
c6 mang theo dao thi ciing chaalng da d€ coi la dich thu. Thé nén tdi nhanh
chéng binh tinh lai. T6i thong tha buwdce trén con dwong dang chim trong
4nh hoang hon, vira di theo 1an khdi tring xanh van kéo dai tir chiéc nhin.

D€ @& phién phirc thi t6i s€ gitp ¢6 &y thu don mdt tay lic t&i noi.

— Toi lac quan nghi.
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Th& nhung.

Khi t6i toi dwore d6. Cling 1a viea ldc ma lye khong thé hiit ra tw chiéc
nhan dwoc nira.

Lic ma tdi ré€ ngodt & géc dwong, budc ra con dwong mo t6i phia sau
voi day nhirng thung rac xé€p san sat.

T6i da bi€t nhirng gi ma minh twdng twong tredc do, ta't ca, déu hoan
toan khac.

C4a hai chung tdi da sai hét.
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Ca Ester, ca t0i, chiing td6i da nham ta't ca moi chuyén.

“A, chi 12 nguwdi vira ndy & cling v&i chj gdi nay? Cha cha, ric roi roi
day.”

Khong phai ¢6 bé trd nén ky la do bd” me minh bj sat hai.

“Lam sao day? Toi cling gi€t ca chi ntra nhé?”

Cho di mdi ngay déu gip nhau, nhung néu ddi phwong da ky di ngay
te dau, thi tdt ca nhirng gi bi€u hién ngoai mat s€ déu chi la gid doi, thé nén
ta khong céch gi nhan ra dworc.



“MOot khi da bi t6i nhin tring thi chi s€ khong the€ sdng ti€p dwoe niva.”

Trén con phd sau novi dnh chiéu ta khong th€ roi t&i, cd bé d6 cling khoe
moi, nhin vé phia bén nay. C6 bé v&i khuén méit nhué6m ddy mau, mac bod
quAn 4o cling nhudm ddy mdu va trén tay cAm mot con dao. Dudi chan tim
trong mau cda ba ngwoi da ngd xudng, toan than ¢6 nhw dwoe nhuém toan
mau do.

“Xin 16i nhé. Chj ciing chét di.”

C6 bé d6 chinh la ngwei ching t6i mwoi ma’y phit tredc viea moi di
ngang qua.

Co bé do la Selina.

R4t dé dang doén ra dwoe di c¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra triedre khi toi tdi day.
Tuy nguoi Ester canh bao 1a mot tén trdm doi mi trum den. Nhung voi mot
Selina khong nguy trang gi xudt hién tried'c mét hién gio’ thi cling khong
viéc gi phai nghi ngo’ ca.

“Nguwoi nay néi may diéu ky la nhw 1a chj ta t&i tw tweong lai, chi cling
vay phai khong? Chi géi 0i.”

Co6 1€, Selina ngay tw ldc bi Ester 6m 18y da doan ra diéu gi do6 ciing
nén.

“Ne€u chi n6i dung vay... thi em s€ lam gi?7”

“Chi trd 1o ra sao cling vay th6i. B&i du thé nao thi muc ti€u cling phai
bi€n ma't hét.”

“Ngudi ndy c6 deo huy hiéu nit phu thily, nén tdi di cho ring chi ta kha
la manh, thé¢" ma khong ngo’ chi ta lai qua tdm thwong. Chi dang 1a tép riu
thoi. Lai con 1a mdt ké ng6c ntra.”

C6 bé nhin xudng Ester dang ndim duwdi chan minh bang 4nh mét lanh
nhat d€n kinh ngac va néi.

“Em... tai sao lai sat hai b6’ me ciia minh vay?”

Nghe cau héi d6, bi€u cam ctia Selina khong hé thay doi chit nao dap
lai.

“Td1 bi b6" me ciia minh ngwoe dai. Thé nén t6i gi€t ho. To6i lam vay
van ¢6 th€ dwge tha thi ding khong?”



“Tw khi t6i dwore sinh ra, t6i da lién tuc bi bd ngwoc dai, bi me chi chiét
trng ngily ma Ién 1én. B chi nhin t6i bang 4nh méit qudi dan, me lai ghen
tuéng, ghen ghét t6i nhw the téi 1a mdt dira con gdi cwdp di hanh phic cta
ba. Cho du nhw vay, & bén ngoai ngdi nha, ching t6i lai vin dién vai mot
gia dinh hanh phuc, @m &m. T61 cdm thu gia dinh nay.”
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“Né&u n6 da do vo sén, vay toi s& ph4 hily n6 ludn.”

C6 bé mim cwei néi. Khong phai nu cwoi dang yéu gidng nhw tudi cia
em, ma la nu cwoi méo mé van veo, dang ghé tém.

Selina tw twe bwdre lai phia toi.

“Chj ba't ngo’ 1dm ding khong — Hai ngwoi cdc chi qua nhién chon thoi
gian ra't chuan d€ d&€n lam phién k& hoach cua t6i.”

“K& hoach ma em néi d6 chinh Ia doi mi trum dau den roéi gia trong
mot vu cuedp?”’

“Ping thé". Qua nhién cdc chi bi€t ra't ré nhi? La do cac chi twr twong lai
toi sao?”

Cho dd ¢6 bao lau troi qua, ciing s& ching c¢6 tén cwdp ndo t&i nha
Selina ca. B&i ngwoi von s€ dong gia cudp xOng vao nha da & mdt noi
khéc.

Nhung tii ¢6 ma Selina mang theo ban ndy khi chiing t6i bat chot gdp
cd bé trén duwong gic dang ndm hét dudi dat. Miéng vai den 16 ra bén
ngoai va yén ling nim do.

“Nay, chi gdi. N&u chi that sy dén tw twong lai, vay hay k€ cho toi biét
twong lai toi s€ thanh ngwoi thé nao di?”

“T6i 1a mot 1 khach. T6i khong thwong & da't nwdc nay. Thé nén toi
khong biét twong lai em s€ trd thanh ngwoi nhw thé nao.”

T6i 187y dlia phép ra, diéu chinh co’ th€ sang thé phong tha.

“Thé& nhung, & twong lai mwoi ndm sau cua toi thi em da thanh mét
ngwoi chét roi.”

“E? Tbi bi giét roi sao? Bi ai giét vay?”

“Bi ngwoi ban thian cda em giét.”



“Nhung ma t61 dau c6 ban than dau?”
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“A, ¥ chi la no6i Ester sao?”

Tha'y toi gat d4u, Selina td vé ra't vui, rA’t rA't vui vo hai tay v&i nhau.

Co6 gai dang hdp h6i & day chinh 1a Ester clia mwoi ndm sau ding
khong?”

(13 29

“T61 da nghi ma.”

Tuy t6i khong ddp lai, nhung sy im lang ciing giéng nhw dang thwa
nhan vdy. Co bé vui mirng khong nging vo hai tay vao nhau, roi nghiéng
dau hoi, “Thé& nhwng, vi sao t6i lai bi gi€t vay?”

“B&i vi em da tré thanh ké giét nguoi.”

“T6i? Thanh ké gi€t nguoi?”

“Dung vay...”

Con quy gi€t ngwoi cda khu phd’ sd hai.

D6 chinh 1a t€n goi twong lai ciia ¢6 bé.

Ky la 1a ching toi van chwa hé roi khoi khu phd' s6” hai. K&t cudc thi toi
va Ester da khong thé€ ngan chin con quy giét ngwoi dwoe sinh ra.

Khong ding, thay vi néi khong the ngan chdn dwoc con quy do sinh ra,
ding hon la chung t61 da ra tay qua cham.

“Héa ra la vay. Vay 1a toi tré thanh ké giét ngwoi ha? Hi€u r'oi.”

Selina clia mwoi nam tred'c von da bi hay hoai.

Tay cdm dao cia cd bé chia vé phia t6i, gidm chan xudng dat va lao toi.

“Thé& nhung, téi that khong ngor viéc gi€t ngwoi lai vui nhw vay.” Selina
noi.

UNE

Toi 14p tire chia diia phép vEé phia c6 bé. Nhirng chié€c thung rac dat day
dwong dot nhién tr hai bén lao vé phia Selina, ép ¢6 bé 1é€n twong. Chiing
do nghiéng xudng, rdc rwdi bén trong cung mui hdi thdi tran ra, nhirng
chié€c thung rac bao phtl ca nguoi Selina.

“T61 s€ khong tha cho ciu...”



Tt phia bén kia d6ng hdn loan bd'c mii d6 vang 1én mot ti€ng ndi that
nho.

Mot tay run rdy nim dila phép, tay con lai chiin vét thwong dang chdy
mau & bung, Ester dirng day.

Tuy toan thAn nh&ch nhic day vét thwong, nhung cod &y van sdng.

Selina ngang 1én nhin Ester tw trong dong rdc. “Gi vay? Chj van con
song ha? N&u t6i can than dam chuan hon chit la tét r...”

Ester da khong nghe t&i cudi cting. Co Ay vung diia phép 1én cét ngang
13 ¢d bé néi, nhitng vién ma lic mau tring xanh giong nhuw nhitng vién dan
dan xen khdng mdt k& hé bin vé phia Selina.

Chié&c nhan trén ngdn it cia toi tda sdng chéi mat.

“AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAN”

Ester vira hét 1én vira vung dtia phép khdng biét bao nhiéu Tén.

“Ahahahahahaha! Pau 1dm! Pau 1dm d6!”

Selina vira tim trong con mua dan ma thuét vira cwdi dién cudong.

“Cau da ludn Iwra doi t6i sao? Da Iudn coi toi 1a ké ngdc sao? Vay ma
toi da nghi chung ta 1a ban!”

“Ahaha! Ester sp giét tdi roi nay! Ahahahaha!”

“T6i da nghi ching ta 1a ban! Téi da nghi cau c6 the tréd lai 1a mot dira
tré to't! VAy ma cu van ludn, ludn ludn, ludn ludn Itra doi t6i sao? N6i di
chu!”

“Ahahahahahaha! Pau 1dm! Pau 1dm dau 14m dau 1dm! Hahaha!”

“D6 4c ma nay!!”

Sau d6, Ester chia diia vé phia Selina. Ma lyc thodat ra to dau dda phép
tra nhur mdt dai khéi mau trang xanh, cit dai ra, cudn 147y cd Selina va dan
si€t chat lai.

“Hahahahahahahahaha! Haha, ha— ”

Pau dtia phép dan chi Ién cao, cung voi d6 chin Selina cling dan roi
khoi mat dat.

“—Ha, haha”

Tiéng cwoi dién cudng dan tit ngd'm, chi con lai ting ti€ng khuc khiic
dat quang.



Th& nhung...

Mic cho cdi tay dang ngo ngudy cd ging tém 14y dai khéi khong the
cham vao d6, mic cho miéng da bit dau sui bot mép, Selina van dang cudi.
Vtra cdi nhin xudng Ester & bén dwdi vira cuoi.

“Tén gi€t ngwoi nay...”

Co &7y kh€ 1am bam.
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..... ” To61 lanh budt song lung.

Trudc khung cianh ddng s¢' dang mé rong ra trwedre mét tdi, diéu c6 the
cho doi chi 1a mot két cuc bi thdm nha't ma thoi.

“Ester, hay chor da. Boi da!!! Thé nay...”

Thé nay khong on roi. Cho du d6i phwong ¢6 1a ké giét ngwoi thi ai sé
mong doi mot k€t cuc thé nay chir?

To6i ngay 14p tiec mudn rit chi€c nhin ra. N&u nhwe bd nhan ra thi hai
chiing toi ciing s& khong th€ ding chung ma lgc dwge nira. It nhat c6 the
ngan Ester tré thanh ké giét ngwoi. Va néu vay thi sau do...

Sau d6 phai 1am sao? Chi€c nhin deo trén ngdn it cla toi lai khong hé
c6 da'u hi€u bi rut ra chit nao. La nhw vay sao, tay t61 dang run 1€n ban bat,
khién cho ngay cd viéc nim 14y chiéc nhan ciing that khé khiin. C6 vé t6i
so hdi v&i nhirng gi dang dién ra & day hon toi twdng.

Trong ldc toi sieng ra, ti€ng cwoi dién loan cda Selina da tré thanh ti€ng
gdo tham thiét, va hai tay dang nim 18y c& cia cd bé bit dau qua quao dién
loan.

Tiéng hét dién loan thong kho' d6 cia Selina lam cho tay tdi cang thém
l6ng ngéng. Khi chiéc nhin van khong ngng chuyén ma lwc cho Selina
cudi cung ciing bi kéo khoi ngén tay tdi thi da ra't nhi€u gidy trdi qua.
Chiéc nhin bat nhay trén nhitng viing mdu, vé thanh tirng dwong parabol
r6i ndm ldng im trén mat dat.

“Ester. Dung lai di. Khéng dworc. Thé nay...”

Tbi ngay 1ap tirc cit ti€ng ngin can. Tdi dd mong rang cd &y s& nghe toi
va nghi ki lai.

Th& nhung dai khéi dang si€t chdt cd Selina lai khong hé bién mat.

“T6i khong can nhirng h'6i rc cung c6 ntra. Tt ca déu khong can. Tot
nha't 1a tdt cd nhirng gi vEé ¢6 déu bién hét di.”



R0 rang toi da thdo chi€c nhin. R rang 12 ma lyc da khong con chuyén
tir phia tdi sang cd &y nira. Ma lyc d6 &'t cudc ¢6 &y 18y ra twe dau vay?

“Néu t6i khong ctru ¢6 thi da tot roi. Néu toi khong mai ngodi nhin lai
qua khir ctia cd thi da t6t roi. N&u toi khong x6t thwong cho céi chét cua ¢
thi da to't r'oi.”

Anh mét chira ddy sw thi han kia, diu d6 nhw tring khép véi 4nh mét
ctia Selina. Khong suy nghi dworc gi nira, tay toi run rdy nim 13y diia phép
va ding dyc ra. Toan than tran ngip sy hoang mang va ndi so hai khién
cho t6i chi biét nhin chim chim vao canh twong trede mit.

“Vinh biét, Selina.”

Khée miéng gidn ra, gidng nhw di quyét dinh tw bo tat cd, Ester khé
lam bam.

Ngay sau do, ti€ng chudng vang 1én.

Ti€ng chudng bdo da tron mot ti€ng dong h'é ngan vang, dnh sdng dan
bao 147 t6i va Ester. Canh sic xung quanh dan dan tré nén mo h'6 roi bién
mat han.

Hét thoi gian r'oi.

Mui cua mau, ti€ng kéu gao khi bi si€t cO ctia cd bé, ta't ca déu khong
con cdm nhan thay nita. Va tat cd moi thit trudc mit déu dan bi hoa tan
trong mdt mau tring mo' 3o.

Va nhu vay.

Cau chuyén veé viéc tré lai qua khir d€ ciru mot ¢6 bé da khép lai ma
khong hé ctru dwgc mot ai.

Tiéng chudng ngan vin khong nging truyén di. M& mét ra, tdi thay
minh da tré& lai th€” gidi ban dau—theo 1o cd &y 1a the’ gidi A, the gidi von
di ctia ching t6i. Nhirng hinh anh, canh vat t6i chi vira m&i nhin thdy vai
phiit trede lai TAn nita roi vao trong tAm mét. Mot cin phong gidn dj.
Nhirng chi€c ghé¢” dwore x&€p canh nhau. Hoa odi hwong bén ctra s0. Va,
Ester & bén canh toi.
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Co6 Ay ngwdc mét lor ddng nhin 1én tran nha. Khudn mit khong mang
bi€u cam gi, ngo’ ngan.



Ester dang suy nghi gi vay, phai cdt loi ra sao day, tdi hoan toan khong
0. Nén toi chi bi€t cho’ cho thoi gian trdi qua.

“0...7 To1 dang lam gi vay?”

Chaalng ma’y chd’c sau, cd6 4y mé miéng.

“Sao t6i lai ngdi & day thé nay...? O? Sao khong nhé gi cad.”

“Ester...”

“A. C6 la... Elaina nhi. Ching ta da lam gi ndy gio’ vay?”
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T6i khong tra 1oi.

“T6i... C6 cam gidc nhw... minh da quén mot chuyén gi d6 rat quan
trong, mot nguoi nao doé ra't quan trong... Nhwng, sao thé nay? Sao khong
nghi ra noi. Chuyén gi vay?”
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R'6i t61 noi.
“Co khong nh& chuyén veé Selina sao...?”
“.2Aico?

A A2

Co 2.

Khi tré lai thé gidi twong lai, d@ quén hét ta't ca, k€ ca chuyén vé
Selina, k€ ca chuyén quay tré vé qua khir. N6i chuyén voi ¢d Ay, toi da
hi€u vi sao. Khi d6, khi ma tdi rit chi€c nhin ra khoi tay thi Ester da ép
budc san sinh ma lyc cia chinh minh. Bién ta't cd nhitng ky trc vé nguoi
ban than quan trong nhat ctia c¢d &y thanh ma lwc. Virt bd ta't ca nhing ky
trc quan trong chi€m phéan 1én h'di e ctia ¢6 &y di. Va khi tré lai twong lai,
ta't ca nhirng gi cd 'y con lai 1a sy ngo’ ngan va u€ oai.

“Sao lai khong nhé ra noi... Mo h'0 qud. Selina ding khong? Ai vay
nhi?” C6 &y cui dau nghi. “Elaina, du 1am thé nao t6i cling khong nhé ra
dwoc. Nguwoi d6 1a gi voi t6i vay?”

C6 &y ngo’ vye nhin lai téi. Téi dieng day, 1an tranh dnh nhin cta c¢6 Ay
va chi dap lai duy nha't mot loi.

“Bay gio thi khong con la gi ca.”



Nam tinh ling trén dai binh nguyén chinh 13 qué hwrong cta dong ho
Rostorf, mot da't nwée xinh dep.

Trung tAm ctia @'t nwdc v&i nhitng tda nha cao sip x&p theo trat ty 1a
mot quang treong, & d6 dung 1én mot thap dong h'd cao sing stng. Khi toi
bang qua quang treong thi cling la lic ti€ng chudng bdo ba gio koong
koong vang Ién. Ti€ng chuéng ngan vang thit I&n khi€n ngwoi ngwoi giat
minh, va phia xa xa, tirng by chim tan tac bay loan xa.

Ngodnh d4u lai, toi lo d@ng ngim nhin khung canh trén.

(13 29

Sau d6, cudi cung t6i gidng nhw chay trén ma di khdi ngdi nha ay.
Puwong nhién cling khong h€ nhan chit tién lwong nao. Pau the nao nhan
s& tién ma von di khdng hé ton tai trong qua khir cia c6 &y chir. Hon thé
ntra, khi tré lai qua khi, t6i ciing khong hoan thanh dwgc vai tro ctia minh
de c6 th€ dwgre nhan tién lwong.

Hoan toan khong.

C6 18 chiing t6i da qué ngay tho khi nghi rang chi ¢4n stta lai qua khit -
chi can quay ngwgc dong thoi gian 1a ¢6 th€ tré nén hanh phuc.

Thoi gian da tr6i qua, cho du ¢é quay trd lai thi cling khong stra doi
duwoc gi. Quay ngwoc thoi gian, cd ging stra lai nhitng quan hé gitra nguoi
voi nguoi cung voi viéc van hanh thoi gian d€ chira lanh vét thuong la
hoan toan khac nhau.

Thé& nhwng, cho du ¢6 gidng nhau thi t6i khi & thé€” gidi mwoi nam trede
cling da khong the€ lam dwoc gi. Téi da qua s hdai. Tham kich mdt con
ngudi bi gieét ngay tredc mit minh va ndi tuyét vong khi dé khién toi kinh
so* dén tot ciing. C6 18 bdi nhitng chuyén du hanh dai ddng ding ma cam
gidc cua t6i da cé phan bj t€ liét, khong con nhan ra nhiéu diéu nwra cling
nén. T6i chi 1a mot 1 khach, chi 1a mét nir phu thay thdi, nén khong cé
nghia t6i c6 th€ lam dwoc ta't cd moi thikr, c6 the€ gidi quyét ém xudi moi
viéc.

Tré lai qua khi, téi nhén ra sy bong bot, ngdy tho ctia chinh minh.

Pau dén 1am sao.

Hai bén ma truyén t&i cdm gidc Am dp cta dong nuwdc mét. Trong vo
thirc t6i da khoc, roi nhw ty Itva minh d6i ngwoi, ngang 1én nhin vEé chiéc



dong h'6. Thap dong h'd da khong con 4m hwdng cua ti€ng chudng vira
ndy, ma van nhw cii, 1am cong viéc d&€m thoi gian ctia né. Hoan toan khong
quay nguwoce lai, chi khong nging chay ti€p t&i titng mo'c thoi gian da dinh
s&n.

“... Chung ta ciling di th6i chk?”

T61 bwde di. Khdng quay dau lai, bwde ting bwd'c mot.



Chuong 12
Birc twimg do lit khach khéc lén

Ouan hé gitra hai nira trdi phai clia dat nwdrc S 'y khong hé ot chiit
nao ,any ma ho dyng 1én & gitra mot blrc twong, the hién sy nhan dinh
ring c4 hai bén khong hé c6 quan hé gi v&i nhau. Khi t6i t&i nira trdi cla
da't nwdc &Yy, qua nhién ¢6 ton tai mot birc twong. Mot birc trong mau xam
dugce trat rat dep nhwng lai swng sttng dirng d6 day lanh 180, gidng nhw
phia bén kia lanh lung chdi bo phia bén nay.

Khi cham thir 1€n, birc twong that sy mang dén cam gidc mat lanh, va
né khién con nguoi ta dé chiju.

“That 1a v6 vi. Sao ¢6 th€ vo vi t&i mirc nay chir. Qua t6i.”

Khi t6i dang giét thoi gian bang viéc di co ma 1én birc twong, mot vién
chirc ctia phia bén trai da't nwdrc vira di toi viea Tam bam.

M4 t6i van ti€p tuc bdm dinh trén mjt twong, nghiéng dau hoi.

“Co6 chuyén gi the"a?”

“Con co thi dang lam cdi quai gi thé ha?”

Ngwoi d6 ngac nhién r'oi lai néi ti€p.

“Ma thdi, that ra 1a, phia bén trdi va phia bén phai da't nwdc ching toi
quan hé ching tot dep gi, thdm chi t¢i mic déu nghi ring ta't ca nhing
nguwoi phia bén kia nén ngay 1ap tirc xudng dia nguc hét di, th& nhung c6
hdy nhin nay. Birc twrong nay dwoe dyng 1én d€ chia cit bén nay véi bén
kia, cd khong thdy n6 vo vi chut nao sao?”

“? Vo vi th€ nao?”

R'6i khi nghe cau chuyén ctia nguoi do, toi da bi thuyét phuc. Hai bén
trdi phai von di van ba't hda v&i nhau déu cé vé khong th€ chiu thua bén
con lai. Twong ctia phia bén nay va phia bén kia déu 1a mdt mau xam vo vi



nhw nhau, va vi chi ¢c6 doc mau xam don di€u giong nhau nhw viy nén
ngwoi vién chirc méi than théd. Cho du sy that 1a phia bén nay phat tri€n
hon, wu ti hon phia bén kia. Nhung bing chitng ching td sy wu ti d6 cia
phia bén nay lai khong hé c6.

N6i cach khac, diéu ma ngwoi d6 mudn néi la.

“Hay nhin birc twvong nay di. Ching t6i mong mudn bién noi day thanh
bang chitng séng dong nhat, ty hao minh wu viét hon phia bén kia nhiéu.”

Chuyén la nhw vay da’y. Pon gian, ré rang. Mot phi€én nao ma ching ta
dé dang tha'u hi€u. Mot phién ndo da khién ngwoi dan noi day dung 1én ca
mot birc twvong xam d€ phan dinh rach roi voi nhau.

“Td1 nghe néi cd6 1a mdt nv phu thay du hanh ding khéng? C6 cé y
twong gi hay khong?”

Nguwoi vién chire néi xong thi héi lai toi.
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To6i ndy gior van ti€p tuc co ma vao d6 roi rén hur hur.

Rén chan, t61 noi.

“Ciing khong phai la khdng c6.”

Va néu ra mot dé xua't cho ho.

N6i d&n thi cdi tinh mudn phan rd thing thua ra ngd ra khoai gidng nhu
mot thir mang tinh dan tdc ma ca dat nwdc déu gidng nhau vay, bdi vi k€
ca phia bén kia birc twong ciing ¢6 y nghi hét nhw vay.

“Nay, cd trong nhr mot ni phu thiy du hanh vay. Thé& ¢6 nhin birc
twong nay thi ¢ thd’y né xau xi khong? Ma khong, thwe ra ching t6i ¢
chuyén mudn ban véi ¢6.”

Khi &y la ldc t6i t&i phia bén kia birc twong, cling chinh la nira dat
nwde phia bén phai, giéng hét nhw khi nira bén trdi, sung swong co co ma
1én twong. Mot vién chirc cia nira bén phai da téi hoi tdéi mot diéu y hét
nhw ngwoi vién chire & phia bén trdi kia. Va t6i cling giéng nhw Ian tredece,
rén he hwr sung swong, td vé nhe minh dang suy nghi roi dwa ra mot dé
xua't cho phia bén nay.

“Ciing khong phai la khong ¢6.”

Tay vién chitc sung suéng dén mirc méit 14 lanh ca 1én.

“C0 noi that sao?”



“Puwong nhién. Khong phai la khong c¢6. Chi la chuyén nay c6 mot diéu
kién - Ngai vién chirc, ngai c6 mang theo dao khong?”

“Hi? A, ¢6...”

Nguwoi d6 vira nghi ngo’ vira ¢am con dao gift & thit lung dwa cho toi.

“Co6 dinh lam gi v&i n6 ha?”

“Lam nhw thé nay nay.”

Vira néi tdi vira di teng mili dao 1én twong. Xoet, xoet, tiing nét khéc in
lai trén blrc twong xam.

Ngay bén canh tay vién chirc dang nhan may khé hi€u khong r6 con bé
ndy dang 1am cdi qudi gi, con dao t6i dang cAm trén tay khic 1én birc twong
mot dong chuwr.

‘Phia bén diy ctia dat nwde nay vo cung tuyét voi. From nit phii thily
du hanh.’

“Pay la cai gi the¢’ha...?”

Tay vién chitc van nhén chit may. Pau 6c ¢é vé hoi bi cham ti€u.

“Birc trong ndi ra thi chinh la bi€u tweng cda sy ngan cach bén kia voi
bén nay, nhing d6ng thoi cling 1a mét bi€u twong cho sy tuyét vori cuia phia
bén nay ding khdng? Vay nén, chi can lam thé nay, d€ cang nhiéu Itr khach
khéc lai chit & day 1a dwoc. S lwong cang nhiéu sé cang thé hién duwoc sy
tuyét voi vt trdi hon nhiéu cia nira phia bén nay birc twong dé.”

“Hum... Thé nhung, cdch 1am nay khong dwoc hay cho 1im...”

Né&p nhéan gitra hai chan may cta tay vién chirc x0 hét lai v&i nhau.

Vi nguoi ta da cat cong hoi nén tdi m&i chi cho phwong an tuyét nhw
th&’, vdy ma lai phan &ng thé kia v. C6 kim n:én cam xuc mudn nhin vai
cho qua, t6i vira gid do nhu nhé ra chuyén gi, “A ma ndi tdi thi.”

T61 ném ra mot cau mang tinh quy€t dinh.

“(¥ phia bén kia birc twong da c6 khd nhitu ky hiéu cta nhimg 1& khéch
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roi.

Chuyén sau d6 t6i chi nghe ndi lai thdi, nhwng sau khi t6i roi khoi, &
dat nwdc &y da tao thanh mot tdp quan 1a nhirng 1t khach khi t&i déu sé
dwoc dwa cho mot con dao d€ khic chix 1én twong. Thé nhung r6t cudc tai
sao nhirng nguwdi dan déu khong th€ nhin nhau thudn mét, khi ding trudc
mot van dé canh tranh lai ¢6 ¥ ki€n thong nha't giong hét nhau nhw vay?



- Trich doan tir quy€n nadm ctia “Nhirng chuyén phiéu lIwu cia Nike”

Co Ay cung ngwoi hedng din cta minh t¢i thim da't nwde nay khi cod
chi vwra tré thanh phu thay tap su.

DOt nhién nghi ra gi d6, ngwoi hwedng dan ciia ¢6 néi, “A. N6i méi nhd,
& dat nwde kia c6 nhitng mén #n ra't 1a ngon. A, that mudn in nhitng mén
do6 qua... ba vay thi gio ching ta di th6i. Téi dat nwdce kia di.”

Nhirng 101 @6 mé dau cho ta't ca nhirng chuyén nay.

Ngheo hét cd dau ngd nguwoi hwdng dan véi bd dang “Co dot nhién néi
céi gi vy ha?”, nhung nghi lai cling khong sao, vi ¢d 4y cling khong c6 chd
nao dot nhién mudn di. Thé nén, c6 git dau v&i phat hién ba't thinh linh cta
nguwoi hedng din va hai ngwoi quyét dinh chay téi da't nwde 4y. Nhung, vi
14 do ngwdi hwdng din goi ¥, nén c¢d khong ngéan ngai loii dung vi thé chi 1a
ké dworc dan theo ma ddp lai, “Néu co khao em thi em s€ di cing ¢0.”

Va bi tra cho mot vé mat nhin nhé hét ca.

Lan di 10n lai, sau may ngay cwdi choi bay trén nhirng canh dong cd,
hai ngwdi ho da t¢i da't nwde 4y. Gidng nhw 161 ngwoi hwedng din da noi,
mon an & day vo cung ngon, tuyét voi dé€n mirc dau lwdi cling mudn tan
chdy ludn vay. Tuy ngwoi hwdng din ctia ¢d da khong noéi gi dén, nhung &
trung tdm da't nwdc nay c6 mot birc twong ra't 1on, chia da't nwde lam hai
phan.
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Hai nguoi cung ngudc 1€n nhin birc twong.

Mot nie phu thiy tré tusi voi méi téc mau xam. Tudi tadc ang ching chi
khoang hai 1am do lai.

Va mot ngwoi 1a hoc tro cua nir phu thdy d6. Mot nie phu thuy tip sw
voi mdi téc dai suén mwet xinh dep, den nhanh nhw béng dém.

Nao, trr gio’ s€ 1a van dé chinh. C6 &'y —mot nie phi thay tap suw.

Mbi ngay déu xoay quanh nguwoi thidy clia minh, ngdy qua ngay cang
b0i dwong niém dam mé v&i danh hiéu nix phu thiy d6 rdt cudc 1a ai?

Hay tra lovi cdi tén khong it cling khong nhiéu hon b6n chir nao.

--- R6i, hét gio’. Hay cuing ndi ra cu tra loi nhé.



bé 1a ai?

Cau tra loi chinh xdc 1a.

“Frann.”

Nghe ti€ng ngwoi hedng dan goi, toi quay d4u qua.

“Sao vy thwa c6?”

“Em hay nhin birc twong nay di. Tuyét chwa nay.”

Co c6 vé ra't hung phan.

“Khong phai ¢6 ting t&i novi nay trede day r'oi sao a?”

Nghe t0i héi vdy, ¢o ldc 14c ddu roi nhin vai, nhw dang néi, “Oi troi,
con bé nay chang hiéu gi hét” va néi.

“Y ¢ 1 n6 tuyét hon nhiéu so v&i Man trude cd téi day 4.7

Trén birc twong, ¢ khong biét 1a bao nhiéu, thim chi d&m khong hét
nhitng vét khic.

Vi du nhu: ‘Dat nwde nay la tuyét nhat!’

Hay ‘L'an dau trong doii tdi gdp mot da't nwdre tuyét nhw thé nay!’

R61 thi ‘Chung t61 quy€t dinh s€ k€t hon!’

T&i “Tinh ban du hanh cua ching ta vinh ctru bat diét.’

Nhitng tr ngtr cheamg hé lién quan, tong hop lai, dwoc khic nén tao
thanh nhirng dd'u lwu cta ta't cd moi ngwoi da toi tham noi nay.

C4i ldc ma ¢d t&i ddy thi birc twong nay van chwa c6 mot thir gi ca.

“HE€’, ra la vy sao?”

To6i tra 1o, lam ¢ cang ¢6 vé tw hao hon, “Ngwoi da dé xudt ra vu
khéc chir 1én twong thé niy em c6 biét 1a ai khong? Piing 13 ¢d d6.” N6i 1o
la vong vo.

That ra thi cd &y ndi gi toi ciing khong hi€u cho 1dm, nén da phdt 1o di
ludn.

“Nhwng ma lam viy thi sao a? Viéc khic chit 1én twong c6 y nghia gi
sao?”

“Ching ¢6 y nghia gi hét 4. Nhimg ngudi & dat nwde ndy Ay ma, ho lic
nao cling mudn canh tranh v&i nhitng ngeoi & phia d6i dién. Mudn chirng
minh 1a ho veot trdi hon nhiéu so v&i phia bén kia. Thé nén, ho lwu lai
nhirng dong chir ciia nhirng ngwoi nghi phia bén diy 1a mot noi tuyét voi.



Va phia bén kia cling lwu lai nhitng dong chir clia nhirng ngwoi nghi phia
bén do that tuyét.”

“Um tm...”

Thanh that ma néi thi giong nhw ki€u bau chon doi yéu thich &'y nhi.

Ra vay.

Th& nhung n€u da la bau chon ddi yéu thich thi c6 chut chuyén khién
to1 tO mo.

Toi kéo tay 4o clia thady hwdng dan va hoi.

“Vay bay gio’ bén nao gianh wu thé hon a?”

“0, em mudn biét bén nao chi®m wu th& sao?”

“Puwong nhién r'oi. B&i vi bén nao dworc yéu thich hon thi d6 an bén do
s€ ngon hon ma.”

Mot khodng im lang.

e, H4? Em van &n ntra 'y ha...?” Thiay t6i lai TAn nira treng ra vé
madt nhan nho.

Hay d€ tdi cong bo két qua tinh dwore trén cd hai bén mat twong phia
bén nay va phia bén kia nhé.

K&t qua la.

“Khong khac nhau may ha.”

Nhirng dong chtr giong nhau, v&i s6 lwong giong nhau, don gian la
dworc liét ké ra do.

Tuy c¢6 vai chd khdc nhau nhw tir ‘Chiing t6i quyét dinh s& k&t hon!’
chuyén thanh ‘Pung c6 dua, ly hon di, ly hon!’, tie ‘tinh ban du hanh cuia
chiing ta vinh ctru bat diét’ chuyén thanh ‘Dung ndéi bwa, gidi tan hét di,
gidi tan!’, nhwng nhin chung la gidng hét.

No6i cach khac, chi voi birc twong thi khong the€ néi ré6 dwore bén nao
hon bén nao.

“A khong, c6 khi so sinh mén #n s& phan 15 thing thua ciing nén.”

Nghi viy, tdi day ngwoi cd dang mat nhan may nhé clia minh t&i nha
hang cua phia bén kia, thé¢’ nhwng moén an ctia bén kia cling ngon nhw vay,



hoan toan khong phan dinh noi bén nao hon.

Thdéa man v&i cdi bung no cing, ching t6i lai Tdn nira t&i tredc birc
twong clia nira phia bén nay.

“An no qu4... Khong di bd ndi nira...”

A, nguoi thda mén véi cdi bung cing tron chi ¢é minh ti, con thay toi
van con dang chodng vang.

“Nhwng cd oi. Canh vat phia d6i di€n nay ciling gidng hét bén kia la sao
a?”

Co6 xoa xoa bung, thd phit ra m6t hoi roi nhin t6i va néi, “Phén lon
nhirng ngwoi nghi phia bén kia tuyét voi thi cling s€ nghi phia bén nay tuyét
voi dé em.”

C6 nghia 13, viéc hai bén van ludn tranh ddu v&i nhau ma van ching
phan ra n6i mot diem khac biét 1a sy that khong th€ thay doi. Chuyén d6
cling 1a dwong nhién. Vi du c¢6 bi chia lam hai ntra di chang ntra, noi day
von di 1a mot dat nwde, ho chi dwa vao sw ¢d chd’p khong mudn chiu thua
d6i phrwong ma kéo dai moi chuyén cho dén tin gio. Gidng nhw khi ban
dirng tredc mot chi€c gwong vdy, ca dat nwedc nay van dang cling nhau
phat trién.

“... Tai sao ca bén trdi 13n bén phai déu khong nhan ra ring minh dang
phat trién gidng hét v&i phia bén kia a?”

V@i cau hoi t6i dot nhién bat ra d6, cd chi cwoi nhe va noi.

“Chuyén d6 thi ta't nhién r6i? B&i vi khong c¢6 ai mudn nhin thady phia
bén kia birc twong c6 gi. Ca hai bén déu the”.”

Di theo 101 d6n rang “P6 1a mot da't nede khé ngd véi mot birc twong
xam dwoc dyng I1én chinh gitra trung tdm da't nwdc”, mot niv phu thuy da
t&i noi nay. Mot nir phu thiy du hanh. Doi trén dau chié€c mil phu thdy
chép nhon va 4o choang mau den, cing huy hi€u hinh sao chirng nhin cho
tw cach nir pht thuy ctia minh. Tudi ¢6 bé tAm khoang mwoi 1am, khudn
madt lai vO cung ngay tho'.

“Oa, not nay that tuyét.”



Co bé ding tredc birc twong, khé TAm bam mot minh. Trén birc twong
12 nhitng 1¢i nhén, dong biit ki clia tA't cA nhitng ngudi da ting t&i thim noi
nay.

Nhan tién.

Nw phu thay du hanh d6.

Mot ¢ gai lam nir phu thiy du hanh va sé thich, r6t cudce 1a ai vay?

Pung, 1a t6i — Pang ti€c! La t& day! Saya!

“O, ¢6 12 ni phu thily cta Hiép hoi thong nhat phép thudt ding khong?
Co6 thd’y thé’ nao? Birc twong nay dy.”

Mot vién chire ctia da't nwdre nay di téi hdi. Do nhan dwoc thinh cau cda
vién chirc & day nén hdm nay t& m&i dwore ci toi.

“Tuyét ci meo! Nhin cdi l1a bi€t da c¢6 ra't nhiéu ngwoi ting toi day.”

T& tuy 1am 1k khach vi s& thich, nhung tuy cong viéc s€ di t&i nhiéu
vung mién d€ gidi quy&t nhirng noi gap khoé khan.

Von di “Hi€p hdi thong nha't phép thuat” sé tap trung gidi quy€t nhirng
vu viéc, sy ¢ phat sinh do phép thuit thdi, tuy nhién véi nhirng thinh cau
khong lién quan nhung c6 the gidi quy&t bang phép thuit thi hdi ciing s&
nhan.

“Thuwa nir phil thity, chic 12 co6 da doc trong thu thinh cAu cta ching toi
- C6 thd’y nén lam gi v&i biec twong nay? Dwa theo d€ xud't ctia mdt nix phu
thily du hanh, chiing t6i di lién tuc khic nhitng 1 nhén 1én trén bitc twong
trong vong mwoi nam, nhwng qua thoi gian, viéc nay ciing ch:fmg con gi thu
vi ntra, gan day, khach du lich chealng ma’y khi ghé qua, nén nhirng Itr khach
mudn d€ lai 1o nhin & day cling dang gidm di. Birc twong nay da hét thoi
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roi.

Mot viée do nir phii thily du hanh bét dau nén cling mudn muwon tay nir
phu thily d€’thay doi sao?

N6i cach khac, moi ngwdi dan & day déu don gidn c6 cdi suy nghi ring
chi ¢dn muon tri thirc cdia mot nir phu thiy du hanh la s€ lam dwoc gi d6
ding khong? C6 nha't thiét phai giri thw thinh ¢cAu mong mu6n lam cho birc
twong khong bi hét thoi dé€n vay khong? B&i theo tdi thd’y thi birc twong
ctr d€ nguyén thé nay cling da qua du tuyét voi roi.

“Sao r'o6i, nir phu thiy? C6 cé y twdng nao hay khong?”

~



“Um...”

T& nhin chdm chi vao birc twong, suy nghi mot chit. Pay 1a mét birc
twong in lai rdt nhiéu da'u 4n cda nhing 1 khach teng toi day. C6 rat
nhi€u cau chwr khac nhau, ra't nhi€u cam xuc. Ha? Gi day?

Dong ‘Phia bén diy cia da't nwdc nay vo cung tuyét voi. From nig phit
thity du hanh.’ 1a th& nao vay? Nhin la thdy né dwgc viét tw rat 1au trudrc,
lau hon hén nhitng 1&i nhén khdc, dong chit con dwgrc bao quanh bdi mot
khung mau vang kim, khong c6 & dau ca, khi€n nguoi ta cdm tha’y né dwoc
coi trong hon nhitng chd khdc nhiéu.

“A, cdi d6 Ay 4, d6 12 nhitng chi¥ do ni phi thily da dé xud't viéc viét lai
1&i nhin 1&n birc twdng nay viét cho ching tdi d6.”

Hé hé. Ra vay ha. Pi tirng ¢c6 mdt nix phi thiy tuyét voi & day. U hi?

O’ nay?

“Chir vi€t nay, t6i tng thd’y ¢ dau do...?”

C6 1€ do ndi dung khac nhau nén c¢6 chit sai khac, nhirng nét chir nay t&
da tong nhin thdy roi. Cu th€ 1a & mdt quan tro tai mot da't nwde nao do6
nhiéu ndm tredc. Hon thé nira, trong tirng nét chit con thA'm dam sy dju
dang, yéu kiéu, xinh dep. C6 1& 1ir khdch da khic dong chir nay chinh 12
mot nit phi thily v&i mdi téc xdm tro va ddi méit xanh bigc hodc c6 1€ 1a
ngwoi ¢6 quan hé huyét thdng véi Elaina than di ca té. Cang nhin cang
tha'y nhirng chir viét nay c6 hon phan nira gidng v&i Elaina, chéc hin phai
14 ngwoi nao d6 nhw thAn mau ctia Elaina hay mot ai d6 twong ty vy, hay
c6 khi nao la con géi chi 8y khong? Pwong nhién khong, vay thi chi cé th€
14 thAn mAu thoi, thin miu cta Elaina da t¢i dat nwde nay va 1a ngwoi dau
tién khéc chir 1én diy sao? Qu4 tuyét voi, ki diéu, & mot noi thé nay khong
the€ ngo lai gdp dwoc me cua Elaina. Pay ¢ phéi chinh 1a cdi ma ngwoi ta
van goi 1a ‘dinh ménh’ khong? Qua tuyét, thé’ nay thi chi con cdch k&t hon
voi chi &y thdi, my lovely angel. Kinh chao me v, Ian dau gap mat. Con la
Saya, lic nao con ciing dwoc con gdi cia ngwoi quan tim cham séc. Tuy
me cta Elaina cling rdt tuyét voi, rd't xinh dep, giong hét nhw Elaina;
nhung qua nhién Elaina van tuyét voi hon, xinh dep hon. Qud nhién 1a
Elaina, qua nhién Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina
Elaina Elaina FElaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa



“E hé he...”

“Nir phil thily ndy... c6 on chit a? Nhin 4nh mét ctia c6 ddng so’ qud.”

“A. Khong sao. To6i chi 1a ¢6 chit mé man ma thoi.”

“A,had?.... V... vay a?”

C6 vé nguoi d6 bi doa s¢r roi. ThE nhwng t& On that ma. Khdng nhirng
th& con tinh than phoi phdi nita Ay chir. Vi bit gip béng ddng clia me
Elaina ma d4u 6c t& bt dau hoat dong véi tdc dd khong tudng duoc.

N6i cach khdc 1a chi trong khodnh khic, phrrong 4n gidi quyé&t cho van
d€ luan quan lién quan t&i birc teong 1ién vut 1€n trong déu to'.

“Ong chi nay, cho t6i mwon con dao di.”

“Nhung t6i cdm thay dwa dao cho c6 thi khong 6n cho 1dm.”

“Puwoc ma, chd cir dwa day.”

“Hum...”

Ong chi vién chirc diy min cwdng ma dwa dao cho té.

Ngay l4p tirc t& dung con dao dé d& khic chir 1én birc twong.

“Thé€ nay la duvgc ding khong? Lam nhw thé” nay nay. Cach nay la phu
hop nha't.”

Vira néi t& vira khéc.

“Thich Elaina nha't Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina Elaina...’

Tai sao chi cudi cing t& lai bd hin di xwng hd véi Elaina &y a? B&i vi
t bj 6ng chd vién chirc diing toan lwc ngan lai.

“May dang lam céi gi thé” ha! Birc twong nay la tai san quy gid mang
trong minh ca lich st d6! Pay khong phai 1a ma’y thir @6 choi ngu ngdc de
may viét bay viét ba theo y thich ¢4 nhan!”

Ong chi tirc gidn phat dién 1én r'oi.

T& chi than nhién nhéan 187y sy tirc gidn ctia 6ng ma thoi.

“Ong néi gi vy chir, ddy 12 mot chuyén vo ciing quan trong véi toi d6.”

“Quan trong cdi gi! Birc twong 1a noi d€ nhirtng ngwoi da ting toi day
ghi lai nhirng diéu tuyét vori ciia da't nwedre nay!”

“Pung th&’, nhung luat 1& d6 néu ching ta bat dau thay ddi né tir hom
nay thi the'nao?”

“... CO dang noi céai gi?7”



C6 vé nhur 6ng van chua hi€u diéu ma t& dang noi.

Néu da thé thi d€'to néi thealng toet ra luon.

“Nghia 12 bit dau tir hom nay, k& c nhitng ngwdi dan cta da't nude nay
cling ¢6 th€ ty do viét diéu minh thich 1&€n birc twong. P6 ¢6 the 1a nhirng
suy nghi nh¢ thwong cudng nhiét véi ngwoi minh thich, 1a ky vong voi
twong lai, ci nhw vdy, d€ ho tuy thich viét 1én nhirng gi minh muén la
dwoc.”

“Tai sao? Phai c6 1y do vi sao ma cd lam nhw vy ch?”

Té da c& ging gidi thich d& hi€u nhat c6 th€, nhung ¢ vé dng chi nay
van khong hi€u. Hay 12 tai gidn qua nén khong them nghe gi ludn vy troi.

Mot ké cirng déu.

Né&u vay, néu 6ng &y da cirng dau dén vay thi to ddy danh khuyén nhi,
gidi thich dé hi€u hon nita cho nghe thoi.

“Nay nhé, ngwoi da deng 1én birc twong nay chinh 1a ma’y nguoi ding
khong? Pa vay thi né chinh la mdt vat nén ton tai vi may nguoi, ding
ch?”

Khong phai 1a birc teong danh riéng cho nhirng It khach.

Ma hay coi no6 la birc twong dwore st dung vi chinh ban than minh di.

Mot nir phu thay da t&i da't nuwdc do.

Mii téc xdm cuing d6i mét xanh bigc. Pdi trén dau chiéc mii phu thiy
chép nhon vé&i 4o choang mau den ciing huy hiéu hinh sao diy ty hao deo
trén ngyc, c6 4y la mot nir phu thuy, va cling 1a 1tr khach. Tudi tac chi fam
trén mudi 1im. Ciing c6 the néi 12 mdt thi€u nir vo cling d4ng yéu, xinh xin
dén mirc dwoe goi 1a my lovely angel, xinh dep cling that tuyét voii nhi.

Nguwoi do 1a ai vay?

Céc ban khong nham dau, 1a t61 do.
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Pa't nwde nay chinh 1a mot trong nhirng noi ma nix phu thily xua't hién
trong tac pham “Nhirng chuyén phi€u lwu cta Nike”, tic pham giy anh
hudng t&i toi nhiéu nha't, da tirng t&i thim va khic chi 1én birc twong tai
day, mot trong nhirng noi ma ngwoi hAm mo déu thi tham vao tai nhau, coi
no 1a thanh dija trong s& ra't nhi€u noi trén thé” gidi nay.



Du gi day la noi ma tac gia da tweng thuye sy toi tham, khong nhirng thé
con khic chir @€ lai, nén néu di 1a fan, ai cling s& mudn mot I4n t&i day,
dwoc nhin nhitng chit viét d6 bang chinh mit minh, tré thanh mot dia diém
dwoc nhiéu ngwoi tap trung tdi thwong xuyén, gidng nhw mdt ki€u hanh
hwong cau nguyén vay.

Lan nay, trén dwong du hanh cta minh, téi da t&i tham da't nwoc do, ay
thé’ ma...

T6i dd mang theo ra't nhiéu ky vong di t&i day, nhuwng ma...

“N6 bi... bi phda ma't roi.”

Birc twong da bi dap do.

O da't nwde nay da khong con ton tai birc trdng nita, ma nd ciing chi 12
mot da't nwdre binh thwong ma théi.

O gi thé nay? Khong 1€ ching t6i t&i nham dia di€m roi sao? Toi
nghiéng dau nghi, khong nham dwoc, diy chinh 14 chd ma tic gia da tdi
tham.

‘Phia bén diy ctia dat nwde nay vo cung tuyét voi. From nit phii thily
du hanh.’

‘Phia bén day cua da't nwdc nay vo cung tuyét voi. From nix phu thiy
du hanh.’

Hai dong chtr giong hét nhau dwgrc dyng 1€n nhr mot tA'm bia ky niém.
Nhitng chir viét tir ri't 1au vé trede duoc trang trong bao quanh biang khung
mau vang kim, dit ngay & trung tim cta da't neédc nhw d&€ nhic nhé noi day
xwa kia tirng tOn tai mot birc twong.

“Xin m&i! Twong day, ré 18m!”

“Nhirng ky trc V€ nhirng chuy&n du hanh thi sao a?”

“Khong phéi 1a mi€ng gach vo tAm thwong dau! Pay 1a mot manh cia
birc trdng Ay d6. Hiem c6 18m day!”

Tai khu vuc trung tAm ctia mot da't nwde da tré nén ra't ddi binh thwong
sau khi birc twrong bi€n mat, nhirng ngwoi dan cta dat nwdc nay dang di
rao ban nhirng méanh gach v& chi tAm c& ban tay, nhirng thir trede day tung
la mot biee twong.

biéu ngoai dy dodn la viéc budn ban lai rat t6t, nhieng It khach déu
dang vay quanh ma’y dira bé ban rong.



Khong phai chir, chi 12 nhitng manh twong vun thoéi ma? Tuy ring
chiing cling c6 gid trj vi da tirng 1a mot phian cda birc twong.

Thé& nhung t6i lai khong ¢6 hirng thi voi may thi gach v, teong vun
d6. Nén t6i nhanh chéng roi khdi noi nay.

Hién tai noi day da khong con phan ra 1am hai va mdi noi ¢c6 mot ngwoi
ding dau riéng nira, hién nay né da tip trung lai chi thanh mé6t noi duy
nhat. Pi bd dao qua nhitng con phd, tdi bét gip mot tdoa nha dang dwoc xay
dung.

‘Cong trinh toa thi chinh moi’

Trén d6 dé dong chwr trén. N6 dwgrc viét nhw vdy nén dwong nhién
chinh la toa thi chinh.

“Hwm. Cai nay nhin la la sao &y. Ctra ra vao phai d€ bén phai chix.”

“Ong né6i gi ha? Ctra sG phai bén trdi. Bén d6 t6t hon nhiéu.”

“No6i cai gi?”

“Gigigl.”
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Hai 6ng 130 nhin nhw nhin vién vién chirc vira nhin chim chim vao toa
nha dang thi cong vira khdng ngirng tranh cai vun vit.

“Xin héi, hai ngwoi 1a ngwoi dirng dau cua dat nwdc nay a?”

Khong hiu sao tdi ¢6 cam gidc rang hai ngwdi niy biét rt rd vi sao
btrc twong lai bi phd bd, thé nén tdi dung giong ndi that ngot, vira ninh vira
hoi. Lam nhw th&' ra't dé 14’y dwoc thong tin tir canh dan 6ng. Ngay ca la cc
ong lao cung nhu vay.

“Gi thé? Ti€u thw day la nir phit thiy du hanh ha?”

“O that 12 hoai niém qué. Pa mwdi nim roi.”

“Moi nguoi bi€t chau sao?”

“Khong phai kha 1au veé tredc chau tirng toi day sao?”

«_.2 U htt, nhung tiéu the day van it tudi ha?”

“Van giong hét voi trede ddy ma.”

“Hirm? Nhin k¥ thi mat ti€u thw nhin con tré hon h'6i d6 nira.”
“Pung vay ha.”

“Ma nhin ky nguc cting khong c6 giong.”



“Dung dung.”
“La ngwoi khac sao?”
“Dang ti€c.”
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To6i cam thay that bat lich sy khi bi nhin chdm chiam cheatng c6 chut
kiéng de nao.

C6 gang kim nén, xoa dju con gidn trdo 1én tir tin ddy 1ong, tdi hoi tiép.

“Vay, hai ngwoi ¢6 phai la vién chirc ctia da't nwde nay khong the? Hay
don gian chi 12 ma’y 6ng 130 nhan nheo thdi nhi?”

“Chung ta dung la vién chirc nha nwdc.”

“Nhung cung la m&y O0ng gia nhan nheo ludn.”

“Vay thi vira hay. That ra chau c¢6 chuyén mu6n hoi.”

Va t6i da k€ lai cho ho nghe nhirng chuyén minh da thdy trén phd’ va ca
1y do tdi t&i tham da't nwdc nay.

“Hwm hem. Ra vdy. Mot cau hdi chinh xac.”

“That ra, ngay ca bay gio’ cling ¢6 khong it nhirng ban nhd té&i day vi cai
gidng nhw thanh dia dwoc xwng tung trong sach. Va cudi cing moi nguoi
déu chan nan ra veé.”

“Tai sao moi nguwoi lai phd bd birc twong vy a?”

Khi t6i hdi vay, hai ngwoi da k€ lai cho t6i nghe.

Cau chuyén nhu sau.

Muei ndm trede day, toe phat ki€n cia mot nir phu thdy du hanh, bic
trong bit dau 12 noi ghi lai nhitng cdm twdng clia nhitng 1 khach vé dat
nwde nay, nhung téi gan ddy, noi day ciing trd thanh noi d€ nhirng ngwoi
dan vi€t lai nhirng suy nghi ctia minh.

Tén ngwoi minh thich. Udc mo twong lai. CAu nguyén ngd'c nghéch.
Nhurng ch,uyén khong the€ néi ra miéng. Chuyén vé hinh dang cai tai cla
dic vua. Ao tedng don thuan.

Hon ntra, td't cd nhirng diéu d6 déu dwoc ngwoi dan da't nwde khong hé
ngéan ngai ghi lai. Ho khong ngwrng d€o got 1én birc twong, r'oi thda thich
lam theo y minh. Cho d&n nay, vén da c6 ra't nhiéu It khach khic chir 1én
birc twdng roi, nén chi chép mét, nhitng khoang trong d€ viét chir 1én ciing



dan hét. Vay nén ngwoi dan noi day chi ¢ the€ st dung nhirng khoang it 6i
dé de€ viét nhirng diéu minh mudn. Thé nhung lai c6 mot van deé.

Nhung chr dwge vieét 1én hoan toan bi phé médc cho nhirng nghi suy,
tinh cdm nhat thoi, nén nhirng ngwoi dan cda da't nwde nay, khi phai nhin
nhirng dong chr d6 ngay nay qua ngay khdc, tudn nay qua tuan khéc thi
chaalng maYy cho’c ho da khong the chiu noi ching ntra.

“Troi ovi! Cai gi day thé nay? Xau ho chét dwge.”

“Puia ha, tén nao dam néi xau ta da’y?”

“Vira hom trde toi cling nguwdi yéu nim tay vé 6 che chung trén twdong
thi hom sau ching t6i da chia tay ro6i! Toi khong mudn thd’y né nwa!”

“Chét t... Say bi ti r'oi viét cai khi gi thé kia...”

Van van. Lién ti€p nhitng chuyén dé khéc d& cwoi cua nguoi dan.

Chuyén nay ciing dwong nhién thdi. Khac voi nhing 1 khach, ho la
nhirng nguoi s6ng & dat nwdc voi birc twong nay. Hang ngay, du khong
mudn nhung ho vin s trong thdy, van phai tiép tuc cudc sdng sinh hoat
cua minh bén canh no.

Nhirng s xdu ho, hd then khi du hanh thi ngwoi ta c6 thé don gian viét
ra roi coi nhw chwa ting ton tai.

Nhung nhirng ngeoi dan noi ddy mot khi da viét ra thi khong th€ nao
bd di duoc, va ching s€ mai dong lai 1a nhirng h'6i &c ddng xa'u ho. Nén két
cuc, nhirng tinh huéng cwdi ra nrdc mat dé ngdy qua ngay, cang lic cang
tang I1én, cho t&i gan day thi két cuc la birc twong bi pha bd.

Va khi d€ y t&i thi nhirtng odn han, cdm ghét ctia nhirng ngwoi dan da't
nwoc nay doi voi ngeoi sdng & phia bén kia da hoa hoan di ra't nhiéu.
Chic chin ho ctt ludn nhin mii vao bitc twong ding sirng sirng noi Ay roi
nhin thdy dwoe chinh minh. Va cudi cing ho pha dinh luén céi quéa khi
ludn nghi ring minh wu td hon hin nhitng ngwdi & phia bén kia, béi vi ldc
ndo dap vao mit ho ciing chi 1 nhitng dong chit ddng xau hd do chinh ho
viét 1€n.

Chiing ta khong hé gidi hon ai.

Chung ta chi 1a nhirng ké ngu ng6'c ma thoi.

Chiing ta phai xin 16i nhirng ngwoi & phia bén kia.



Nhirng ngeoi dan noi day, Tan dau tién trong lich st 1au dai ciia minh,
vuot qua birc teong va cung binh tdm ng6i lai néi chuyén voi nhau. Diéu
dang ngac nhién Ia ca phia bén trdi va phia bén phai cung lic déu c6 suy
nghi giong nhau, nén sau khi ng6i lai néi chuyén, qua trinh twr dwa ra y kién
dén ldc quyét dinh pha bd birc twrong déu dwoc ti€n hanh vo cung thuin
lori.

“Cu6i cung da't nwde nay da khéng con cén birc twong nhw vy nira.
Chidng tbi, ngay to dau, bat k€ cdi gi, bat k€ chuyén gi déu gidng hét
nhau.”

“Du sao, trr gior tré di, ching ta s€ chi 1a mot nwdc thdng nhat, cung
trai qua nhtrng thang ngay binh yén.”

Ho k€t thuc cau chuyén nhw viy.

Va ciling vi ¢6 cau chuyén nhw thé’, dai't nwdc nay da pha bd di ly do d€
nhirng 1t khach hwdng bwdc chéan téi day.

“Chao mwng ntr phut thiy dang yéu! C6 ¢6 mudn mdt h'déi trec khong?”

“U ha. Cho t6i mot h'6i trc nao v&i.” “Cém on ¢d nhiéu!”

Téi quay tré lai trung tdm cua thanh phd’, mua mot manh vo clia bl
twong (c& mot 10ng ban tay), va quay lai di vé phia cong thanh.

Trén manh v& ma t6i di mua cé khic chir “Ela”. L& no c6 ai d6 da
khéc tén cia toi trén nay u? Chic khong phai dau nhi?

(13 29

Om cam gidc khong biét dién ta the’ nio bing 151, tdi nhét manh v d6
vao tdi. Xét cho cung, thir t6i mudn xem da khong th€ xem dwoc nira. Tuy
hién tai ho vin dang ban nhitng manh twong v&, vira du d€ xoay x& cho noi
day ton tai nhe mot dia diém tham quan, nhwng khi nhirng manh vo nay da
ban hét, lic d6, da't nwdre nay sé chzatng con diéu gi khac biét nira, ma chi la
mot da't nwde binh thwong.

Co ma, ¢6 1€ nhw vay ddi v&i ho lai t6t hon. N&u nhw khong can phai
cd strc, gong nguoi 1én d€ khi€n cho nhirng 1tr khach nghi noi dy 1a mot
noi tuyét voi, khong c¢an cd ging thay d6i dat nwdc cho phit hop gid tri
quan cua nhirng I khach ntra, thi thay vi ¢6” strc 1am vui 10ng khach tham
quan, ho s& c& ging bién noi nay thanh mdt noi dé sdng cho chinh ban than
minh.



Noi goi 1a da't nwde 8y von di 1a mot noi dwgc dung nén cho nhirng
con ngwoi séng & do.



Chuong 13
Ma cét xén

Khi ma toi toi tham da't nwdc no, trén mot con dwong gidng nhw bao
con dwong khac trong da't nwdre, tai mot ctira hang gidng nhw bao ctra hang
khéc, néu c6 hon hai ngudi tip trung lai v&i nhau, ho déu sé bit dau ban
tdn vé 1o don ma cit xén, nhiéu nhw viéc nguwrdi ta néi chuyén vé thoi tiét
vay.

“Ong ting tha’y con ma cit xén d6 chuwa?”

“T6i chwa thd’y bao gior, chi biét 1a da ¢6 nadm cd géi bi né cwdp di sinh
mang roi.”

“Piing th&, t6i nhin thdy né roi. Bang chinh mit minh, nhin 15 1 rang
rang. Chuyén xay ra vao dém tring tron. B6 1a mot ga dan 6ng voi vé ngoai
vO cung dang s¢...”

“Khong dau, tén tdi pham 1a phu nir. T6i tAn mét thady ma.”

“Ong néi cdi gi? Toi cling ting tha’y roi. Nhwng ma cit xén chéng phai
dan Ong ciing khong phai phu nir, nd 1a mét tén ai ma?”

“O' nay, né khdng phai la bup bé a?”

“Pang s¢ qua! Troi a, dang s¢ qua! Mot ké nao d6 da cwdp di sinh
mang cua nam c6 gdi? Lam sao ching ta an tAm ra ngoai dwgrc ntra! Ta s€ &
yén trong nha thoi!”

Céi cam gidc gi day.

Ca con phd 6n ao,am 1, ba't ki ngwoi dan nao dang di trén nhirng con
dwong lat gach do tai ddy déu rang minh s hai. Toi van ti€p tuc dao trén
nhirng con dwong dd rwc, dong tai nghe ngéng, hinh nhw sang nay lai c6
thém mot co gdi bj ma cit xén tAn cong, vi vdy ma nguoi din cang ngip
tran trong noi so’ hai.



Du c6 th&, thi nhitng ngwoi khong phdi dan noi ddy c¢6 vé kha binh
than.

“Ai cha, ric r&i qua!”

N phu thiy dang thong tha vwra di vira gam banh mi kia 1a ai vay?

Céac ban khong nham dau, la t61 d6. Con sau day la chuyén vé mot
ngwoi hoan toan khac.

Néi th& ndo thi nhitng vu viéc do con ma céit xén kia gy ra déu la
nhirng vu lon t&i mirc khi€n Hiép hdi thdng nha't phép thuat phai ci nir
pht thdy di tra xét xung quanh. D6 la mot ngwoi phu nir tredng thanh voi
mai toc dai mau vang kim I&p lanh, m&m mai nhw mot dai bui sao. C6 mac
40 choang trdng, doi trén dau mii phii thiy chép nhon va deo hai chiéc huy
hi€u, mot chi€c hinh sao va mot chi€c hinh mat trang.

“Chét tiét. Tén nay cling vay tén kia ciing vay, toan mot 1i chi bié€t boc
phét!”

Va gidng nhw cdc ban dang thd'y, viéc di€u tra khd khé khan. Trong c6
vé vO cung tirc gidn, cO &y cAm cdi tau thudc trén tay, thd phi pheo ra ting
lan khéi tring. Mot chiéc tau thudc mang phong cich Phwong Pong va
nhtrng lan khéi mui that khé chiu thoi ra toe miéng ¢6.

Tuy t6i khong nghi noi day 1a mét da't nwdc nguy hi€m ki€u nhw ngay
lap tirc s& c6 ma quy xua't hién trén duwong. Nhung tot nha't chic toi chi nén
& lai ddy mot ngay roi mau mau chéng chéng roi di nhi? Cai mui & day
cing kho chju qud, nén t6t nha't nhanh nhanh roi chd nay luon ha?

“Hr...? Nay, nhéc kia. Nho' chidt nao?”

Ngay khi dang voi vang quay ngwoi di thi mot ban tay t phia sau dap
1&n vai tdi, va mui khéi thudc n'dng niic nhanh chéng bao quanh khép ngudi
toi. T6i ghét cai mui nay. Mit tdi vo thirc cau c6 hét ca.

Khé chiu ha't cdi tay dang ddp 1én vai minh ra, t6i quay nguwoi lai, nir
pht thily ctia Hiép hdi thong nha't phép thuit nhin chim chim vao tdi.

“Nhéc 1a ngeoi dan nwde nay?”

“T6i 1a I khach.”

“Um— Vay nhitng vu viéc xdy ra gan diy & da't nedc nay nhéc cé biét
khong?”



“Y chij la s xud't hién ctia ma cét xén ha? Chuyén d6 thi t6i c6 biet. B&i
vi chi da di quanh hdi rd't nhi€u nguoi vé nd. Nhwng that dang ti€c, toi
khong bi€t gi hon nhitng diéu d6 ca.”

Nghe t6i trd 101 nhw vay, trén mét nit phu thay hién ro sy thd vi.

“Vay sao? That dang ti€c... Ma thoi, n€u nhéc c6 bi€t thong tin gi thi
nh& néi cho toi nhé. Tdi hién dang thu thip thong tin Vé ma cét xén & hdi
trrong chung. C6 gi nh¢é gidp nhé!”

“T61 nghi la khong c6 thong tin gi dau. Ma thoi dwogre.”

“Nhéc Tam bam gi thé?”

“Chj dung ban tdm.”

T6i khé hee mii.

Nw phu thay khé gat dau roi 18y mot manh gidy bi rdch khoi tdi 4o
nguec.

“Tdi 1a Syla. Nw phu thay tree thude Hi€p hoi thong nha't phép thuat.”

Trén méanh gidy rach la nhirng thong tin y hét nhw 101 ¢d &y néi. Va con
c6 thém cd mot danh hi€u “Phu thiy Bong Bém”.

“T6i 1a Elaina. Phu thay Tro Tan Elaina - Co’ ma t6i nghi l1a ching ta sé&
chealng c6 co hdi gap lai nhau nwra dau.”

Tam thoi t6i vAn mién cwdng nhan 14y manh gid'y rach aY.

O modt da't nege day riy tin d6n vé viéc c6 ma cit xén xud't hién thi
viéc lang thang khong c¢6 muc dich chgng khac nao hanh dong tw sat, nén
ngay sau do t61 da di tim nha tro va thu€ mot phong.

O noi nay, ba't k& 1a nha hay dwong phd’ thi gach xay déu dwoc nhudm
mot mau do, vi€c tim mot nha tro kha 1a khé khan. Thém vao dé, dung vé
bé ngoai y hét nir phu thiy di lai trén dwong khi€n cho t6i phai hirng chiu
ra't nhiéu 4nh nhin chdm chim d4y khé chiju. C6 1& 14 bi nit phi thily béng
dém Syla kia da luoén di vong quanh Tan mo dau v€t ctia nhirng vu viéc xay
ra. Th& cho nén, chi can la ni phu thiy thi cling s€ bi quy k&t cho giong
nhu vay.

Vi qua phién phirc, t&7 thdo chi€c huy hiéu xudng, khién cho minh tré
thanh mot phu thuy don thuén va ti€p tuc di t&i. Thé nhwng du t6i c6 di
dén dau thi déu la nhirng con phd ndi ti€p nhau vai canh vat chéng h€ thay



doi. Biéu nay ciing rat tuyét, thé nhwng trong trrong hop dang ¢6 dich dén
thi ctt di qua di lai tim s& vo cting mét mdi. Tiép tuc di tdi, toi bit gip gilra
nhtrng con phd nao 1a hiéu sach, nao la ctra hang tra, r'oi ca ctra hang bup
bé ntra, rat rat nhiéu. Pac biét, bup bé cé vé 1a san pham ndi ti€ng & dat
nwoc nay, s6 lwgng ctra hang nhiéu dé€n mirc can ndi 1ién can.

O, néu di 1a san pham dic treng thi tdi cling nén mua mot con lam ky
niém chr nhi— vwra nghi vay t6i vira budc chian vao mét ctra hang.

“Phw phw phw... Chao mwrng dén v&i ctra hang ching tdi. Bip bé cda
ctra hang chiing tdi tuyét 1dm, chinh 12 cdi “loai d6” ay. Tt cd déu 1a d6
hi€m dwore du nhép tw rat xa xwa va te noi khac t&i. Péu theo phong cach
vintage ca nhé. C6 nhin nay, con bip bé nay, con bip bé nay dac biét nhat
dé... Pay, chat toc giong y nhw that, gidi qua ding khong? Mui cling thom
1&4m. C6 mudn ngti thit khdng?”

“A. Xin 16i, chic tdi vao nhAm cira hang.”

Toi ngay 14p tirc rovi khoi do.

Bau khong khi trong ctra hang dé that dang s¢. Di ti€p thém chit xiu,
toi cudi cung cling mo t&i dwore mot nha tro. Mo mang budc vao tdoa nha
cling dwoe xay bang gach dd nham chén, sau khi trd tién cho mot dém tro,
t6i 1ién khéa minh trong phong. N&i s hai d6i v&i ma cét xén du it, nhung
khong phai khong ¢, thé nén t6i khda ky ctra ra vao, cho't chét ca cira so.

“...Ngay ca chd nay ciing c4.”

Qua nhién la sdn pham ndi ti€ng c¢6 khac. Trén chi€c ban dau giwong
trong cin phong toi thué cling c6 mot con bup bé dang chém ché ng'di. Mot
con bip bé mang hinh hai bé gai, v&i mai téc vang kim, dién trén minh mot
chié€c vdy 10ng 1dy. Khée miéng bup bé khé cong 1én nhw dang cwoi, nhung
trong tAm mét ctia né lai chi 12 mdt cin phong cii k§ chflng c6 gi dic biét.
Cam gidc cr ron ron.

(1 29

T6i khong the€ nao yén long nén da cam 18y con biip b€ va ném né vao
trong td quan do.

“Thoi, hom nay thi nhanh nhanh di ngt thoi.”

Sau d6, toi di tim, roi gidi quyét bira t&7 bang banh mi, va nam ngira
doc sach trén giwong, giét thoi gian dovi cho troi vE khuya.

(1 29



Khong cé viéc gi d&€1am nén con budn ngli dé dang kéo t&i. Khong biét
twr 1tc nao, tdi da chim vao gia’c ngu say.

Trovi sang.

“Minh ngt quén sao...?”

T6i vira dat cudn sach roi ngay bén canh 1én chi€c ban dau giwong, vira
ng'di ddy. Bén ngodi ctra s& ning da I1én, nhitng tia sdng mém mai nhudm
dod 1én twng con phd, con gié &m dp khé dung dwa rém cira, bao quanh
ngudi téi. Con gid lwdt qua khign tdi thodi mai hip mét lai.

“Hg...?”

Khoan da?

Gi vay? Toi ¢c6 m@ ctra sO ra a?
H@ htr hte hee hi?

C6 lam thé that a?

Pang ti€c, nhitng ky e trede khi di ngd ngay hom qua khéng rd rang
14m, t67 ngl quén mat lic nao cting khdng xédc dinh dwge. Ngay ca toi da
doc cudn sach t&i diu cling chang th€ nhé ra. Khong 1€ trong lic mo’ mang
toi khong d€ y ma md ctra sO sao?

Bat can qua.

“Ma thoi, cung khong sao.”

It nha't thi hién tai t6i vAn con song, dong nghia ring toi da khong tré
thanh mot nan nhan cda con Ma cit xén kia. Xét thuc t&, 511) co la mot nwr
phu thay, thi viéc tdn cdng trong lic tdi dang ngu say chang c6 gi 1a kho
khan. Du c6 d€ ctra sO mo thi cling da khong xay ra gi hét, nén toi c6 the
tha long doi chit.

Thé nhwng...

“Tai sao minh ctr ¢6 cam giac lala...”

Cam gidc than th€ nhe mot cach ba't thwong, c6 cdi gi d6 thi€u thi€u,
mdt cam gidc ma't mat mo h'6. Téi khong dinh hinh r6 dwoe nd 1a gi.

“Ma thoi, chic khong sao.”

K&t cuc, t6i v&i ddi mit van kém nhém ngdi ngt quyét dinh bd qua cam
gidc 12 la &'y, 147y cdi ban chai danh rdng twr trong tii ra, di t&i chd bon rira
mat.



Tbi bit dau nghi hdm nay minh nén lam gi.

(13 29

Th& nhung.

Khi nhin thdy chinh ban than minh & trong gwong, chit bu'dn ngi con
sét lai ngay 1ap tiee bay sach.

Mot diéu khong thé tin dwgrc phan chi€u trong tAi'm gwong.

Chinh la cdm gidc 1a la ma t6i cadm tha’y ndy gio.

“E— 7 Cai gi ddy the nay!”

T6i danh roi ban chai danh rang xuéng bon rira mat, ngén tay run run
so’ 1én mai toc ciia minh.

Mii téc mau xdm von dai 61 thit lung, éng muwot da bi cét phing di.
Ngan chua ting tha'y.

Mai t6c dai ctia toi da bi€n ma't roi. Téc cua tdi, chi trong lic tdi nga da
ttr kicl téc dai sang ki dau ngin roi.

“...La ai lam chuyén nay?”

Pén day toi chot nho ra.

Nhirng tin d6n ngay hdm qua tdi nghe dwoe trén phd'.

Ma cit xén.

Cudp di sinh ménh cda ndm cd géi.

Sinh ménh cta cic c6 gai.

(13 29

Nguoi ta van hay noi téc 12 sinh ménh cia nguwdi con gai.

“Pling nhw ¢6 suy dodn, day chinh la mot trong nhirng hanh dong cua
ma cit xén. C6 ¢d bj nhw vay khi dang trén dwong mua sim tré vé. C6
nguwoi lai bi khi dang giét thoi gian tai mot tiém ca phé — Trwong hop cta
cd thi c6 vé 1a bi tdn cong trong lic say ngu.”

Day 14 chuyén sau khi mdi téc clia toi bj cit mat.

DAu tién, tdi vin mic nguyén d'd ngl chay t&i quay 1€ tn cia nha tro,
sau khi k€ lai moi chuyén cho ba chi nha tro nghe, t6i dwa danh thi€p cua
nit phit thiy béng dém Syla cho ba chil va nho ba din c¢o Ay t&i diy. Toi
thyc sy qua sdc khi mat di mai téc dai quy gid cia minh, thyc sy khong



con chiit sitc Irc nao d€ ra ngoai nita. That ra thi ba chi ciing chang sin
long gitp nén t6i da phai ném ra it tién.

Trong ldc cho Syla dén, toi chi biét ndm tGp mit ma budn buc trén
girong.

Va khi Syla t&i noi thi ¢d &y con cwoi vao mat toi.

“Ngay ca nit phtl thity khi gip phai ma cit xén ciing tré thanh nan nhan
ciia n6 ha? Hi.”

Ching con strc ddu ma vin lai, tdi ¢ th& nim yén trén givdng ludm cd
ta.

Co ay lai chflng heé td ra bi uy hi€p bdi cai lwom cida tbi, nhin vai néi,
“Ma thoi, tredre tién d€ tdi xem thix hién treong da.” No6i roi lién deo gang
tay vao.

“Vay to1 nén lam gi day?”

“Nhdc cr & yén d6 lam vt trang tri 1a dwoec.”

(13 b

Né€u da khong can toi lam gi ca thi t6i s€ 1am theo.

Téi & yén trén giwong, doi theo tirng ¢ dong cua Syla.

Dwong nhw da lam cong viéc nay thanh quen, c6 &y nhanh nhen 4t
tung ta't ca cac @6 vat trong phong lén. Gia d€ @6 r'6i ban, twr td quan ao cho
dén ca binh hoa, td't cd moi thir déu lat tung, doc nguwoc hét ra. Puwong
nhién ngay ca chi€c giwvong trong phong ciing khong phai ngoai 1€, n6
chinh xac 1a bi 1at ngwoc 1€n nhw nghia trén mat chir, va vat trang tri dang &
trén giwvong la tdi day cir nhw vay roi bup tw trén givong xudng.

“Um... Chgng c6 d6 vat gi dang s¢ & day ca.”

“Thir ddng s’ nha't trong cin phong niy e ring chinh 13 Syla d6.” T6i
néi vong 1€n tr dwdi san nha.

“Pédng s¢ gi chir. Chi la ki€m tra hién treong thdi ma.”

Syla nhin xudng toi.

“Nhan tién, nhoc ¢6 thdy d6 gi dang so trong nay khong? Hay la diém
khéc biét gitra can phong hom qua va hom nay chang han?”

“Nhin céi gi cling thd’y khac hét.”



Toi dap tra.

“Pla nhw vy dua roéi d6.”

“Du chi c6 n6i nhw vy thi...”

Th& nhwng do nam bep trén san nha nén tdi thyc sy ¢ the nhin rd tinh
trang hién tai ciia cdn phong hon, va né khi€n t6i dot nhi€n nhan ra mot
diéu.

“A... Con bup bé bi€n ma'troi.”

“Bup bé?”

Toi gat dau va chi vao ti quan do.

“Ngay hom qua t6i da chuyén con bip bé dwgc dit trén ti dau giwong
vao trong ti quéan 4o, nhung gio lai khong c¢d.”

“U htt... Ra vay.”

Gat gi nhw da thda méan voi cau tra loi Ay, Syla 1am bam mot minh
“Qua la vay.

“Qua vay la sao?”

“Trong cac vu viéc lién hoan nay déu c6 mot diem chung. Cac c6 gai du
bi cat ma't téc nhwng khong bi gy hai gi d€n tinh mang, nén t6i da t&i hoi
nhirng nguwoi bi hai, td't cd ho déu ndi rang bi cing mdt doi twong tin
cong.”

“Ké do la ai?”

Tdi nghiéng dau thic méc, Syla 1ién ngin gon dap.

“Bup be.”
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“E rang tén tdi pham da dung phép thuat hay thi gi d6 d€ diéu khién
nhitng con biip bé di cit téc cia con ngwdi. Thé nén ca ngay hom qua toi da
di vong quanh tim ddu mo61 vE t€n tdi pham that sy... Thé nhung lai chéng
cé tién trien gi cd.”

Gidng nhw nhirng ngwoi trén phd k€ chuyén voi nhau, ngueoi ndi tén toi
pham la mot ga dan 6ng bé ngoai vo cling dang s, ngwoi néi 1a phu ni, lai
c6 ngwoi néi d6 1a mot tén di. Qua thwe d€ tim ra dwoe sy that gitra nhirng
con phd dan xen chi rAm ran nhtrng suy ludn, phong doan thi v6 cung kho
khén.

“Vay bay gio’ chi biét dwore nhirng gi r'6i?”



“Nhw da ndi, téi da néi chuyén véi ta't ca cdc nan nhén, nho vdy nén
tam thoi nim dwoc con dwdng budn ban biip bé roi.”

“Q)

Ra la viy.

“Ne€u da vay, ching ta mau di dip tan dau mo1 budn ban do thoi. Toi sé
khié&n ching phai h&i han vi da dam cét téc ciia ti.”

Toi bat day. Tran ddy quyét tim. Phai néi 12 cd quyét tAm 14n sdt y déu
tran day ludn qy.

“Nay, dgi chit da. Nhéc binh tinh nao. Phai nghe nguwoi khac néi hét da
chi.”

“Con chuyén gi ntra? Chzatng phai 12 sdp tém cd dwoe tén tdi pham roi
sao?”.

“Nhoc voi qua roi...” Syla thd dai. “Chuyén khong phai chi cé vay.
Diing 12 t6i da nim dwoc dwdng diy mua ban biip bé, van dé 12 vin c6 chiit
ric rdi.”

“Réc 161 gi?”

TAm nhin cta Syla khé Iwdt qua chd ngyc toi khi tdi thay d'0 ngt ra d€
mac vao d6 thwong ngay cia minh.

“Tai dat nwdc nay, nhitng con bip bé quy hi€m thwong dwgc mang di
giao dich & cac buoi dd'u gid ngam. Ta't ca nhirng mén dwoc dwa ra giao
dich déu khong phai 1a hang chinh thdng, chiing hau hét la nhirng thr d6
khong th€ dem ra budn ban cong khai dwgre. Nén cd ngwdi ban 14n nguoi
mua d€u nac danh khi thyc hién giao dich.”

Tai sao lai vira néi vira nhin nguc t6i chir?

(13 29

No6i tém lai, tdi ¢6 th€ hieu dai khai ¢6 &y mudn ndi gi.

T6i nhanh chéng mic 40 so' mi cling vdy vao d€ cét dirt tAm nhin cla
Syla, va néi.

“Nghia 12 nhitng ngw¢i bi hai cling tieng mua d6 & nhitng chd doé ding
khong?”

Syla git dau. TAm mét van khong hé roi khodi phan ngye clia toi.

“No6i t&i, ba chll nha tro nay cling 1a mo6t nha swu tip c6 ti€ng ddy. Vua
ndy ba 4y mién cwdng bi t6i ép khai ra, nhung qua nhién, @6 ba 4y mua



cling ttr cing mot chd v&i nhirng ngwoi bi hai khac.”

Syla néi t&i d6 roi bat dau luc 1oi trong tdi xach clia minh,

“0, day r'oi day roi.”, vira néi cd &y vira 16i ra mot con biip bé. 6 1a
con bip bé téc vang kim gidong hét con bip bé dwoe dit ngdi trén ti dau
girong clia toi ngay hom qua.

“PAy chinh 1a con bip bé ma toi da phai doa dim cudp dwoc tir chd ba
ay d6. Co6 vé ta't ca nan nhan déu s& htru nhirng con bip bé lam ra b&i ciing
mot ngh€ nhan.”

“Nhin qua chi 1a mot con bip bé binh thwong théi ma. Du trdng nd
ding 1a ¢6 cam giac ron ron nhw s€ ba't chot cir dong vay.”

Trén mit Syla hién ra vé tan thanh, cd &y ndm 14’y gdy con biip bé va lac
manbh.

“Nhdc thad'y n6 binh thweong ha? Nhin ky di. Pay 1a san pham dwg'c mot
ké vo cung tam huyét v&i nghé lam ra do.”

“Un... hir?”

Ng}he néi nhu vy, t6i 4p mit lai gan con bip bé. Con biip bé d6 van
dang 1ic Ir véi nu cwoi nhot nhat trén moi, nhin chim chdm V& phia nay.
Chi mdt 14t, sau khi nhin thang vao con bup bé.

GAP

To1 phat hién ra roi.

“La toc!”

Syla git dau.

“Puing vay. Mdi téc ctia nd st dung téc ngwoi d€ tao thanh. Thé nén
chat lwgng mdi t6t nhw vay.”

(13 29

“E rang, ching dwore 1am tir téc cta nhitng nan nhan vu ma cit xén
cling nén.”

“Ra vay.”

Qua nhién la tdm huyét.

“Tém lai chinh la ¢6 chuyén nhw th&. Vay nén chiing méi bi dwa di da'u
giangam.”

Vira lac 14c con biip bé, Syla vira néi.



“Ma nhan tién, da'u gid ngam hom nay ciing cé to chirc.”

«0)”

“Nhéc di chwe?”

T6i khong dap lai ma Iién mac do choang vao, kéo mi phu thuy trén
dau xudng chat thém va thu lai ¢6 dung cia minh. Khi t6i d6i mii vao, mai
téc 10a x0a khé bay bay theo dong tdc ctia tdi, nhung ciing nhic nhé mdt sw
that, mdi téc sudn muot cla tdi da chi con ngin dd cham t&i ngang vai ma
thoi.

Nghé nhan bip bé, khdng the tha thir dworc.

“Nao, chuing ta di thdi chr?”

Syla gat d4u va cung tdi roi khdi phong.

“Ma vira ndy vi sao chi ci¥ ludn nhin chdm chidm vao nguc cia tdi vay?”

“Hw? Cai d6... Chi 14, tdi nghi n6 ¢6 hoi bi nhd.”

(13 29

“A, khi t&i hoi treong ddu gid nhée nhé bd do choang va mi phi thay
di nhé. N&u qua thu hit tAm mét ngudi khac thi dé bj 16 1dm.”

(13 29

N phu thiy béng dém, khong thé tha thi dworc.

Ching t6i di vao hdi treong dd'u gida ngam tw cira sau ciia mot ctra hang
ndm siu trong con phd tap nap.

Cai gi cling twr phia sau ca.

D€ tham gia da'u gid ngdm phai dap ing da ba diéu kién.

Pau tién la khong dwgrc ti€t 16 than phan. Nghia la trong ldc & trong hoi
treong thi ching ta don thuan chi 1a khach, ma khong c¢6 bat ki mot dia vi
nao khéc, khong hon cling khong kém. Thé nén tdi chi mac vdy cung 4o so
mi, lam cho vé ngoai binh thwong nhat c¢6 th€ d€ di vao, con Syla khong
bi€t vi sao lai thay hin mot bd vdy. Ngurdi néi néu qua thu hit £dm mat cda
nguwoi khac s& dé bj 16 1a ai chir?



Thir hai 12 deo mit na. Nhitng chiéc mit na chi dd che phan mét nhung
rd't can thi€t d€ che gidu than phin clia ngwoi tham gia. Du thé nao day
cling 1a mot hoi ngam.

“..Co ma chi che c6 phan mét thi nguwdi ta vin dé dang dodn dworc
ngay la ai ma?”

“Pung ndi gi. Trong nhitng budi hdi hop nhw thé nay thi khong khi
cling rad't quan trong. Peo mat na khi€n cho nguwoi ta cdm thdy hung phan
nhw khi pham vao di€u cd'm ky vay, nhéc ¢6 thd’y the’khong?”

“Khong dau, von di dd'u gia ngadm da r6 la mt vi€c cam Ky ro6i.”

ROt cudc thi ¢d dang ndi cai quéi gi the?

“Thoi. Trwede tién ching ta ¢ vao di.”

Hoéa trang va deo mat na 1én d€ che gidu than phén, ching tdi budc
chan vao trong hdi treong cda nhirng cudc da'u gia ngam.

A, diéu kién tht ba chinh 13 phai mua vé vao cira.

Pau gid ngam tuy dwore t0 chiee dwdi fang ham nhung ciling ra't sach sé,
tham chi con 10ng 14y t&i mirc c6 the goi 1a xa hoa. Chiéc deén chim ryc r&,
hao nhodng treo trén tran nha dwgrc vé nhirng birc hoa bi an tda ra anh sang
vang, bén dwdi la teng hang gh&” dwgc x&€p san sat trén tham do, nhin lwot
qua, thay vi néi noi day la mot hoi treong da'u gid, né cang gidng mot nha
hat opera hon.

“Noi nay trede kia tieng 1a mot nha hat opera.”

«Q).”

D€ t6i stra lai. Noi diy da ting 1a mot nha hat opera.

Thé& nhung, tredc kia, noi ddy s€ tdp trung toan nhirng ngwoi voi vé
ngoai 16ng 14y, xa hoa, phit ho'p v&i khung canh, cling ddm chim trong thi
vui tao nha cua ho. Con hom nay...

“HE hé hé... Bup bé ciia ngay hom nay &y ha... H¢ hé hé...”

“NElﬁ’t dinh phai dau thing, nhit dinh phai ddu thing, nhit dinh phai
dau thang.”

“T6i tich tién sudt bay lau chi vi ngay hém nay th6i! Chirng nao chwa
dau dugec thi toi s€ khong ve dau.”
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C6 vé 12, trong hoi trirdng chi toan nhitng nguwdi mit day tor mau khong
hé phl hgp v&i khung canh noi day. Vira nhin lwdt qua bau khong khi quai
di xung quanh, chuing t6i vitra tim chd ng'6i.

Syla bén canh t6i vira man mé bang s dworc phat vira thé dai néi.

“Ai cling nhw ai, déu trong nhw ba't ky gid ndo cling phai mua cho bang
dworc!”

“Chi la bup bé thoi ma khién ngwoi ta dién cudng dén viy cor a.”

“Toi cting khong rd 14m, nhung thwong nhitng thir @6 khong chinh
thong chang the dwoe ban rong rai sé co stec hit hon, khong phai sao?”

“Chéc vay.”

That 1a mot loai ham mé kho hiéu.

Chiing t6i van thong tha cho doi gitka hoi treomng 0n 20, 140 nhdo nhiéu
phit sau. R6t cudc thi mot ngwoi dan 6ng cling xua't hién trén san kha'u.

“Pa d€ moi nguoi phai cho roi! Ngay hom nay cac nghé nhan da mang
t&i cho ching ta nhirng san pham tuyét voi! Moi ngwoi muén cé ching
khong? C6 mudn khdng a? BPwong nhién 1a ai cing mudn c6 roi!”

Chi bang mot 1oi mé& man ré tién nhu vay, khong khi ca hoi treong soi
dong hin 1én. N6i 1a soi sung suc cling chang ngoa.

Du sao n€u khong that sy mudn sé chang ai cA't cong t&1i tan chd nay.
Chuyén dwong nhién thdi. Ngay sau d6, ngwdi dan ong trén san khau bt
dau thdong bdo nhirng muyc can chd y trong dau gid cling nhw luat dau gia
mot cach don gian.

Ban chi ¢éan gio’ bang s&' 1én, doc gid, va ngwoi tra gia cao nha't sé gianh
dwoc san pham. Néu da 1én t&i gid ban than khong mua dwoc thi hay bd
cudc di. Can trong ding dwa ra gid vieot qua dy todn ma ty cit c& minh.

Van van va van van.

Nhirng diéu nay déu la chuyén ra't hi€n nhién.

“Vay thi chiing ta nhanh chéng bit du thdi a! Bay gior 1a san phadm dau
ti€n!”

Chuan bi xong hét, con bip bé dau tién xua't hién trén san kha'u.

Mot con buip bé nit. Lén bing c& nguedi that.

“A, tht goi 1a hang khong chinh théng d6, chinh 1a...”

“Rala vay.”



C6 vé san pham khi dwore yéu thich, khong bi€t bao nhiéu bang sd dwoc
gio’ Ién, cudc canh tranh dién ra vo cung khoc liét. K&t thic cudc da'u gid
dién cudng 12 chién thing danh cho mdt 6ng chd c6 vé rat giau c6 qua viéc
dwa ra gia cao ngat.

“Khong 1€ & day chi toan biip bé ki€u nhw vay sao?”

“Khong dau, t6i khong nghi vdy. Néu nhtrng thong tin t6i ¢c6 dworc 1a
chinh xéc thi khong nhdm di dau deoc, nhirng con bip bé trong vu an lién
hoan déu dwgc mua tw day.”

Thé nhwng ti€p tuc nhin 1én phia san kha'u thi sdn pham th hai cling la
mot con biip bé nit kich thwdc bang ngwdi that, con bip bé thit ba ciing 14
mot bip bé nit kich thwdc bang ngudi thit.

Buoi da'u gid nay la th€ nao vay...
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Liic ma tdi bt dau c6 hirng thd v&i con biip bé dit trén san kha'u 13 sau
khi tdi cdm thA’y nhitng giong néi xung quanh xi XAm bit dau 16 ra sw chdn
nan.

“Véng thua céc ban, da d€ moi nguoi cho 1au réi! Xin gidi thiéu! San
pham wu dai ciia ngay hdm nay!”

D6 12 mot con biip bé v&i kich thude thong thwdng, nhin k thi né bang
cO’ cua con bup bé dwoc dit trong phong tro cua téi. N&u nhin ky hon ntra
thi con bup b€ nay cling mdc trén minh mot chi€c vay 1ong lay nhw con bup
bé to1 da thQy trong phong tro, va c6 cung mot tu the'.

N6i tom lai la.

“Khong phai n6 dé sao?”

Chinh 1a nhw vay.

“Pung viy.” Chinh xac la th€ nén to1 lién gat dau. “... Thé nhung no
sao vay? Cir dwore ban di ban lai nhw thé ha?”

“Kiém ch€’, kiém ché nao.”
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Bup bé qua nhién 1a @6 vat kha dé d& bién doi.
“Xin hay nhin day a! Téc ctia con bip b€ nay truy cau do chan thit nén
lam tw toc ngwoi that d6!”



Ngwoi dan 6ng dieng trén san khau ¢6 vé kha hung phan cao giong hd
1én.

“Hon thé nwra chiing con ¢6 mau xdm! Mdt mdi téc xinh dep 6ng muot
va cling vo cung hi€m c6!”

Vay, r&t cudc thi chtl nhan cda s téc hi¢m c6 doé 1a ai?

... La t6i, c6 1 vay. A khong, gan nhu khong 13n vao dau dworc.

Va nhirng vi khdch thi da bj khoi day hitng thi khi nghe nhic d&n chw
hi€m c6. Tung Am thanh cudng loan ndi 1€n khi gan khi xa, gan nhw chang
phan biét noi dau la giong hao hirng, dau 1a ti€ng gao thét.

Céi quai gi vay. La téc cua t6i do.

“Déam dua born t6i nhw vay! Ching déu dang chét van Ian!”

“Binh tinh nao. Nhirng vi khach khong biét r6 luat d€ mua vat nay.
Khong biét tirc 1a khong c6 t6i.”

Con Syla thi chinh 1a dang dua bon véi toi.

Du vay.

“Hon th&, day con la san pham do ma cit xén dang gdy on 4o khip
dwong 1on ngd nhd dwa t&i nira! Sao nao? Hét say ding khong thwa quy
vi?”

V&i loi gioi thiéu chia ngeoi dan 6ng, cac vi khach trong hdi trwong
cang hao hirng hon.

“Chét tiét, khong cich nao theo doi hét dwoce.”

E riang moi chuyén da tr& nén phién phitc hon. Syla ra vé nhw khong ¢
viéc gi chi nhin nhin vai.

“Ma nay Syla. N&u da biét biip bé 12 do ma cit xén dua t&i thi co dinh
s€ lam gi v&i ng?”

“Nay c6 gi phai hdi. Pwong nhién 13 dd'u cho bang dwoc va diéu tra cho
ra ké ban r6i.”

«Q).”

Ngay trong ltic toi git dau thi ddu gia di bat dau. Ngudi dan ong trén
san khd'u go go cai bua go.

“Vay gid ban bit dau tir mdt dong tién vang. START!”



/Mét tiéng “koong” nhan nhat vang 1én bdo hiéu phién dau gia bit dau,
khap noi trong hdi treong veon 1€n nhirng bang s&’, &m thanh doc gia cling
khong ngot.

Hai @d6ng, ba ddng, nim, bdy, chin, mwoi, mueoi hai, meei bon, mwoi
1dm... S&" tién ngwoii ta sdn sing bd ra cho mdt con bip bé 1am bdi téc cudp
dwoc ti t6i khong ngung dwoc nang cao twa nhw nhirng ké ngu ng6c. Phai
no6i 1a hét nhw bdc phat lam phat. Gia doi 1én gia.

“Chéc ra't khé ma dau thing duwoc.”

“..Co Ie the”

S& dong tién vang di 1én t&i hon hai mwoi, diéu ddng lo 1ing 13 n&u né
1én t&i gid ba muoi d'ong thi s€ cham mic gidi han cla toi. Cam giac nhw
trong t0i ¢4 cdi gi d6 sap dut phang di. La do mai téc da bi cat ma't chang.

Ngay sau do6, toi lién ding day.

“Syla. T6i c6 cach khac d€’ 18y d6 vEé tay nhanh hon 1a ng'6i day dau
gia nhiéu.”

“Hai mwoi chin dong! Con ai ra gia cao hon khong a? C6 khong a? Vay
hai mwoi chin d6ng, ban...”

Khong khong.

T6i khong cho phép chuyén nhw vay xay ra.

Ngay khi nguoi dan 6ng giwong giong ho to 1én gid chdt ban Ian cudi
va chuan bj go bda gb xudng.

“Bién.”

Tw diia phép cia tdi phong ra mét tia sang, dap triing vao chié€c bua.
Chi€c bua lién 10n mdt vong va roi khdi tay 6ng ta xudng san kha'u.

“Ha? Chuyén gi viy— OAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!”

Sau d6 t6i da thoi bay ca dng ta ludn. B&i ¢ dng ta d6 that phién phirc.

Bén trong hoi treong On ao, am 1 béi sy viéc vira dot nhién phat sinh,
ti€ng buwdc chan cua tdi vang 1én mot cach ki di. Khi buwde chan cang lai
g4n san khau thi t6i cling cdm nhin dwoc c¢6 cang nhiéu 4nh mit dang
cham chu vao minh.

Chuyén qudi gi da xdy ra thé. Nay, mau nhin mdi téc d6 di. Mau toc
giong hét con bup bé kia. Co6 khi nao 1a the¢"khong. T€ roi day.



Nhirng loii xi xa0.

Ban tan twong tu vay.

“Thwa quy vi, moi ngwoi ¢ biét ai 1a ngwoi da dwa nhirng con bip bé
nay ra dau gid khong a? Va cé bi€t téc ciia nhirng con bup bé nay la cé
duorc nhwe the” nao khong?”

T6i vira di vE phia san kha'u, vira nghiém giong hdi nhwng khong chu
dich vao mot ai cu the.

“A khong, moi ngwdi chéc hin déu biét rd roi. D6 la bup bé duwgrc ma
cit xén 1am ra, téc ctia chiing chinh 12 téc ctia nhitng nan nhén trong vy ma
cit xén.”

Va ciling ¢6 ca téc cua toi nira.

“T6i n6i ding chk? M2y nguoi, c6 1€ may ngwoi nghi minh chi don
gian 1a mua mdt mén d6 nén chealng cé tOi gi ca, nhung ngay cai lic maYy
ngwoi quyét dinh mua né thi da trg thanh dong pham. Ma khong, ngay khi
may nguoi bede chan vao day thi da 1a dong pham roi. May nguoi déu
dang chét van Ian.”

CoOp mot ti€ng, toi gidm budc 1én sian kha'u.

“E rang tén toi pham ciing dang c6 mit ngay trong s& nhitng ngudi &
day. Tao ra mdt tac pham tam huyét, roi con ¢6 tinh dwa né di dau gia thi
tén td1 pham hin 1a mot k& ty ton ddy minh, thé nén hin chic chén s& & day
de chiém ngwong mon d6 minh lam ra dat dwge cdi gia thé€ nao.”

N6i roéi tdi tom co con bip bé va cam Ién.

“Thé& nhung s& ngwdi cé6 mit & day khd nhiéu. It nha't cling d&n may
tram ngwoi. C6 mudn tim thi cling gay lwng ma't, thé nén tam thoi, trede
hét thi to6i nghi thé nay.”

Lam cédch nio d& bét duorc tén tdi pham?

Tbi da suy nghi mai ma vAn khong tim ra cau trd 15i. A khong, néi vy
cling khong ding. Thanh that ma ndéi, tdi chi suy nghi nitra chung la da
khong nghi ntra r'oi.

“Tén t6i pham thi chi c6 mdt, nhwng, ti't cd nhirng ngwoi dang ¢6 mit &
day lai déu la d6ng pham. Nhirng ké lam bip bé ndi ti€ng lai sit dung toc
cuwdp doat tir ngwoi khac d€ ché” tao bip bé da 1a pham t6i, nhirng ngwoi rd



rang biét diéu d6 lai vin mudn mua ching nhr may ngudi ciing bi tinh 1a
pham t61.”

Thé& nén.

“Thé& nén t6i vO clung tirc gidn, t6i muén xa hét con tirc ctia minh, nén
toi sé€ khién tit ca nhirng ngwoi & ddy phai h6i han dén chét. Vi du nhw -
lam nhw th& nay.”

Cric

Co ctia con bup bé bi bé gay.

“Hay - nhw thé nay.”

Phut.

Téc cuia con bup bé hoan toan bi giat xuéng.

“R6i - lam nhw th& nay.”

Xoac.

Tt chi cia con bup bé roi rac roi xudng hét ca.

“Nao, c6 ai & ddy mudn trir khir t6i khong? Ai nao? C6 ai khong? U
phu phu.”

Giong néi cia toi vang vong khip hdi treong, va khi né vong tré lai toi
da nhén ra noi nay rong hon t6i twedng va né ciling im ldng hon t6i twdng
nhiéu 18m. Du tdi ¢6 dgii mot chit, lai doi thém mot chiit, nhung van khong
cé ai, khong ¢6 ba't ky mot 101 nao dép lai. Khong 1€ dam nguoi & day nghi
chi ¢én im lang 1a c6 thé cho qua chuyén sao? Pung c6 dua.

“Huw.”

T6i gidm 1én con bup bé da rach toi ta va di di di lai trén san nha.

“Tén t6i pham vin mudn im ling sao? That ddng ti€c. N&u vay thi bit
dau tw phia bén phai, tdi s€ Tan lwgt hanh hinh trng ngeoi mot...”

Khi t6i vira dat 1o,

“Sao c6 c6 thé€' lam viéc t6i té nhw thé ha?”

Mot giong néi vang 1én twr dau d6 trong hdi treong.

Giong cia mot ngwoi phu ntr.

“C0 kia, d6 1a bip bé cua ta d6? C6 c6 bi€t khong ha? N6 la loai theo
trrong phai vintage da'y. Khong phai la th d€ ¢6 d6i x& nang tay nhw vay
dau.”



Nguwoi phu nir kha tirc gian. Ba ta khénh khang bwdc nhirng buwdc dai tw
chd ngdi 1én san kha'u.

“E? Chiing ta tirng gip nhau & dau roi thi phai?”

Mot khudn méat ma td1 ¢6 chut an twong.

“Ngay hom qua, ttr sau khi c6 budc vao ctra hang cla ta, ta da luén nghi
vé mdi téc cua c6.”

T6i nho ra r'oi.

Nguwoi nay, chinh 1a chdi tiém chia ctra hiéu bip bé. Cha cira hiéu bup bé
c6 bau khong khi dang s¢ mo am do.

“Téc cua co that sy ra't dep va hi€m thdy. Gan nhw khdong mot ai c6 mai
toc tuyét vori hon ntra, thé nén trong vo thire ta da v6 cing mong mudn c¢6
dwoc néd. CO tire gidn vi chuyén d6 sao?”
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Céi chan dang dap 1én con bup bé cua t6i run 1€n ban bat.

“Thé& nhwng, ngay ca lic co tiec gidn nhin ciing that tuyét voi.”

Ba ta di€n cudng nhur mot co géi dang yéu vay.

“Ba, tai sao lai di trong téc ngwoi that cho bip bé?”

“Nay cé gi phai hoi? B&i vi ta mudn quang ba nhirng th dep d€ va
tuyét vori ra rong rai hon! N&u trong téc nguoi that cho bip bé thi ching sé
tré nén cang sdng dong hon, cé sitc s6ng hon. The nén lic d4u ta da cit
toc cia chinh minh va tr'ong 1€n cho bup bé. Thé nhwng, ¢t nhw vay thi r'oi
cling khdng du téc d€ dung ntra, nén chi cé the dung téc cia ngwoi khac. Ta
diéu khién biip bé tir xa d& ching cit toc clia cdc co gdi. V& mit day tuyét
vong hay tirc gian cfia nhirng ¢6 gdi khi bi mat di mai téc dai that sy rat
tuyét vori! Sau d6, dé€n khi nhén ra thi ta dd qua vui swdng, qua thich thu
v&i viee di cdt trom téc clia cac ¢d gdi, khong thé ndo ding lai dwoce! Oi
troi, tuyét khong chiu dwoc!”

Can loi.

T6i hoan toan can loi.

That ba't hanh cho mai téc cha toi, bi cit ma't chi vi mét 1i do ich ky nhw
vay.



“Vay c0 dinh lam th& nao day phap sw? C6 muén thir € méc cho con
gian roi thach thirc ta khong? N6i cho ¢ biét, ta 1a modt nix phu thuy day
nhé. C6 c6 hieu khdng? La ton tai cao nha't trong s6 cac phap sw. Khong
phai 12 d&7 thii ma c6 c6 thé thach thirc roi gianh chién thing dau. Cho dit
nhw th& c6 vAn mudn phat tiét con gidn 1én ta 4y ha?”

“.....7 A, that ra thi i ciing 12 n& phi thay.

C6 1€ lic t&i cra hang chia ba ta t6i da ¢di 4o choang nén ba ta mdi
nhAm ring toi chi 12 mot phap sw binh thwong.

“Nao nao, thé& nao ha? C6 dinh lam gi? Hay cho ta xem cang nhi€u vé
mat tirc gidn cda co di!”

Ba ta ¢ thich mot minh ty tung tw hirng nhw vay.

T6i chi ném lai cho ba ta mot 4nh mét day throng hai va bd lai mot cu
thé nay day.

“Pang ti€c, ba phai dung & day thoi.” Ngay sau do.

Tw phia trén, mot cdi 1'6ng chi vira ding kich ¢ mdt nguoi roi xudng,
bit ba ta lai, mot chiéc cong tréi chit hai tay ba ta, ludn qua cd tiing ngén
tay d€ ba ta khong th€’ cam dwgc diia phép.

TA't ca chi xy ra trong khoanh khic.

Trong thodng chdc, tr mot ngwoi ddc hwdng san khau ba ta da hoan
toan tr thanh mot ké tu toi.

“Nay. Cam on sy cOng tac cua nhoc. Elaina.”

Khong biét tir noi nao trong hdi trerong vang 1én giong ndi cia Syla.
That ra tdi ¢6 tha'y khéi thudc bay 1én dau d6, nhung r'oi lai bi dap tit ngay
vi bi€n bao “Cam hiit thudc trong nha hat”.

L'6ng giam chinh 13 phép thuit ma Syla d tao ra chuyén d¢€ bét gitr toi
pham.

“Ha...?” Ba ta ngac nhién mé tron mét roi dung tay g6 1én chan song.

“Co lam gi? Co dang lam gi thé" ha? Khong phai cd dang tirc gidn sao?
Ctr don gian két thic th& nay ma c6 thda man roi ha? Hay tirc gidn hon
ntra di chu!”

That ra thi liéu minh c6 tic gidn hay khong, va tirc gidn vi chuyén gi,
ngay cd ban than tdi cling cam thd'y mo’ mit.



Viéc st dung téc ngwoi d€ lam bip bé tdi hoan toan khong hi€u noi, thé’
nhwng cdi ki€u suy nghi mu6én nhin thdy vé mat vian veo bdi sy tlirc gidn
hay tuyét vong ctia nhirng c6 gai cang khi€n toi kho hiéu hon.

Th& nhung, that kho chiu.

C4i ngwdi ndy, that sy 1a ching hiu gi ca.

Tdi ¢ gdng nin ra mdt nu cwdi va ndi cho ba ta biét.

“Khong phai vi tdi tirc gidn d&€n khong chiu noi nén mdi dang do'c toan
lgc lam viéc khi€n ba kho chiu nha't sao?”

D& t6i tém tit lai két cuc clia chuyén xay ra sau d6.

Vu viéc da dwgc gidi quy€t on thoa.

Va téc cua toi cling da an toan thu h'6i lai dwoce, sau d6 té6i dung phép
thuat hd bi€n ndi lai mai téc ciia minh, lam nd tré lai nhw ban dau, mot mai
toc dai 6ng a, mwot ma. Chao mung trd lai, toc cla toi.

Tén tdi pham ciing da bi tom gon. Khong thé cuc cya gi dwge nira.

Céach thire gay tdi cda tén tdi pham ciing ra't don gian, d6 la dung phép
thuat d€ diéu khi€n nhirng con buip bé tir xa. Ngay ca con bip bé & trén san
khau lic d6, néu ba ta mudn thi chic chin c6 thé 1am cho né ctr dong,
nhwng vi tdi da pha tan nat né ngay lap tirc, nér} ba ta chang con cach nao
khac 1a ty minh xua't dau 16 dién. Sau khi bi bat, ba ta s€ bi Syla giai t&i
mot chi nhdnh cta Hiép hdi thdng nha't phép thuat & bén ngoai da't nwdc
nay.

Cho dgi & d6 chinh 1a hinh phat thich dang danh cho ba ta.

“T6i yéu cau xw tir hinh.”

Pap lai yéu cau do cua tdi, Syla dang ti€n hanh cong viéc dp gidi pham
nhan nhiu nhiu may, noi.

“Dang ti€c la ba ta ct}i cit trom téc clia nguoi khic, nén tdi nghi tdi
trang khong néng t&i vay. It nha't thi khong téi mie t& hinh dwoc.”

“Khong dwgrc. Nha't dinh phai té hinh ba ta.”

“Purng ¢ ndi nang vo 1i, d6 ngdc.”

“Ba ta phai trd gia cho tdi ac da gay ra v&i mai téc cha téi. Thé nén tir
hinh la thich ddng nha't.”

“Khong phai né tré lai nhw cli r6i sao? Mai téc cia nhoc ay.”



“Vay bay gior toi sé cit n6 lai.”

“Sao nhoc lai cr khang khang doi ti hinh ngwoi ta thé?”

Cha, don gidn ma néi thi chic vi van tirc gisn tén tdi pham nhi?

Trong ldc t6i v&i Syla dang néi chuyén, tén téi pham dé hét “Phw phuw
phw...” roi lai “Vay hay 1dm...” xen ngang vao. Ba ta hoan toan khong cé
14y mot chiit hoi 16i. That si tdi rat mudn d'on hét sirc nén cho ba ta mot
tran, nhung n€u lam vay thi lai cang khi€n ba ta thém sung swdng hon, thit
12 ric roi.

Huw hw hw. ..

“Pwng lam bd mat khé coi nhw vady.” Syla nhidn vai.

“Nhdc ¢ yén tdm di. Vi hinh phat dang cho doi ba ta & noi p gidi con
khung khi€p hon ti hinh nhiéu.”

““...? Hinh phat d6 nhw th& nao vay?” “Ai ma biét dwoc ch?”

Syla ddp lai toi bang nu cudi ddy mo 4m, c6 4y ding phép thuat nang
cai I'ong giam 1€n roi cuoi 1€n choi bay.

“Vay nhé. Tdi di day. Bén kia thiic giuc gap 1dm roi.”

“Vay sao?”

“Hen gadp lai. Phu thiy Tro Tan.”

Co ay la n phu thay cua “Hi€p hdi thong nhdt phép thuat”. Con tbi la
nw pht thily du hanh.

Tbi cho rang s& khé c6 cor hdi d€ chiing tdi gip lai nhau, nhung ciing
khong sao.

“Hen gip lai, nit phil thdy béng dém.” Va tdi lai mot I'4n nira, c& ging
nan ra mot nu cwoi.

Chi ti€t sau do6.

Chuyén cuda sau do6 ntra.

Phu thiay Bong Bém Syla véi mot cdi [ong giam that 1n méc trén céan
choi, thong tha bay ngang trén nhitng d0ng ¢6 trai dai, hwdng téi da't nwéce
gan nha't c¢6 chi nhanh cua “Hiép hoi thdng nhat phép thuat”. Cac chi
nhanh cta “Hi€p hoi thong nha't phép thuat” cé & rat nhi€u noi trén the&
gi¢i, nén chi vai ngay sau khi gidi quyét dworc vu viée lién quan t&i ma cét
xén, cd da t&i dwore noi ¢an dén. Sau khi vao trong chi nhanh, bdo cdo lai



vu viéc va giao lai tén tdi pham, cd s€ nhan dwoc mdt s6” tién kha kha tw
hiép hoi.

Pay chinh la cach sdng cia nhirng phu thiy vira di du hanh vira nhan
gidi quyé€t cac vu an.

“A! Em con twdng ai, hda ra 1a cd gido!”

N6i thém, s6 lwong phi thily vira di vong quanh thé gidi vira nhin tién
gidi quy€t mot vai vu an ki€u nhw thé nay kha 1a nhiéu.

Va hoc tro cta Syla ciing 1a mot trong s6 do.

“Gi viy, la em a? Em & day tu khi nao thé&?”

“Em vira m&i t&i - Tai em ¢6 hoi khé khan vE tién bac nén dinh lai day
ki€m cong viéc gi d6 lam.”

Hoc tro ctia Syla ¢6 mot mai téc den dang nhe nhang dung dwa, c6 nhoc
ddnh mét t&i cdi [ong giam ngay bén canh Syla.

“... Cong viéc nay c6 chuyen lai cho em dwoc khong a?

“N6i ngdc cai gi d6. Viéc nay gio hoan thanh r'oi.”

“Thé& nén em ma&i xin lai ¢6 d6.”
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Syla chi con bi€t thé dai.

“Ngudi nay da lam gi the”a? Mat ba ta cit sang ruc 1én qudi ddn qud.”

Nguwoi phu nit bén trong 1'0ng giam tim dap don dip bdi sy xud't hién
cua mOt nhan vt maoi.

“Troi oi... Pdng yéu qud! Khudn mit tirc gian chic chin s& con ding
yéu hon nra!”

R'6i khdng ngung gao 1én.

Nhung may mén 12 nhitng 1oi d6 lai khong lot dwore vao tai ¢d nhéc hoc
tro.

“Ba ta &y ha? A, chuyén 1a...” Sau khi Syla c6 chiit bin khoin khéng
bi/é’t nén ndi gi, cd k€ lai, “That ra 1a, ba ta chinh 1a ma cdt xén chuyén di
cat trom toc cua ngwoi khac.”

“Q)

“Cé4ch 1am cia ba ta kha 13 tréng tron, mot ddi twong gan Ii t&i mic
ddm cét téc ctia mdt nit phu thiy du hanh, thé nén c6 mdi tém dwoc ba ta



va giai vé chi nhanh nay.”

“Hé’. Téc cua nir phu thiy du hanh 8y a?”

“U...” Syla kh& mim cuwoi. “Mot nit phi thily ¢ mai téc xinh dep mau
xam.”

“Mot nir phit thily véi mdi téc xinh dep mau xam a? U hit...”

“Va co 8y cling doi mdt chi€c mii phu thiy chép nhon gidng em nwra.”

“Con doi mi phu thay chép nhon gidng em? Hem hum...”

“Va con cé ca vong coO gidng em nra.”

“HE&E? Vay ay a? Hem... Ra vay.”

Cang noi, Syla cang cadm thad’y nu cwoi ctia hoc tro minh dan dan nhat di
r6i chuyén sang cirng ngéc.

Va tw trong cdi 1'6ng giam bén canh d6t nhién truyén dén ti€ng noi,
“Tuy khdng hi€u ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra nhung ta bi€t c6 dang tirc gian!”. Mot
giong néi mang theo day sy hdo hirc.

C06 nhéc hoc trd van gitr nguyén nu cwedi mim trén moi va noi.

“C6 c6 th€ k€ cho em nghe chi tiét vu viéc dwore khong a?”

N6i thém, tén cd hoc trd d6 1a Saya. Va sau d6, ma cit xén da thau hiéu
dworc mot diéu.

Ring su tirc gian hay dau kh& ctia nhitng co gdi di bj ba ta cit trdm téc
that &m ap, mém mai d&€n nhwong nao.



Chuong 14
Ciiu chuyén ciia tit ca cac Phii thiy Tro Tan

‘l’l dy cung nghe nhirng ciu chuyén cua téi nao. Ma khong, tw truedc
dén gio’ déu 1a chuyén cua toi ca, nhwng tai day, toi s€ lai k€ ti€p nhirng cau
chuyén cua t6i nra.

T6i 1a mdt nir phu thily médc 4o choang den, ddi trén dau chi€c mi chép
nhon, va cting 1a mdt 1t khéch.

Tbdi van ludn di lang thang, thd minh di noi dau tiy thich khip thé” giGi
nay, gdp nhirng con nguwoi ky la, téi nhieng da't nwde ky la, hay 1a bi cuén
vao nhirng sy viéc ky la. Thé nhung khong phai lic nao t6i cling s€ c6
nhirng trdi nghiém dang quy nhw vay. C6 1€, né€u thwr tip hop lai nhirng tri
nghiém cta t6i thanh sach thi ban c6 the thdy lic nao tdi cling dit minh
trong nhirng cau chuyén la lung, nhwng sy that lai khong phai thé’. Trong
nhitng dat nwde da tung toi tham, s6 noi toi binh yén tham quan hét va
khong c6 chuyén hi htru xdy ra chi€m nhiéu hon cd. Va nhirng cau chuyén
la Iing cling khéd hi&€'m khi dinh déng t&i t6i. Thé nhwng, dii ¢6 khdong mudn
gédp phai nhirng sy vat sy viéc ki di, du tdi ¢6 thdy chiing phién phirc dé€n
thé& nao thi chiing van ct tdi.

Du hanh 1a mét cudc hanh trinh vé&i mudn van nhirng cudc gap go va
nhirng Tan chia tay, va dong thoi ban cling phai lién tuc Iya chon. Quay dau
nhin lai, ¢é lIic ban da 1o ddnh mat mot Tan gap go' thu vi, va ky la thay
ciing c¢6 khi ban bit gip toan nhitng ngudi quen biét.

Thé nhung, du c6 hd1 han, ti€c nudi ciing chfmg lam dwoc gi nwra. Vi
trong nhirng cudc phi€u lwu, ngoai trir viéc ti€p tuc ti€n 1én phia trwde thi
khong con con dwong nao khac.

Vi vay nén, ngay hdom nay t6i cling lai ti€p tuc chuyén du hanh cta
minh. Va chdng m&y chdc sau khi cudi 1én chdi bay, t0i c¢6 dw cdm minh s&



c6 mot cude gdp go ky la.

“Pay l1a ‘da't nwdre co the thwe hién diéu woc cia ban’ sao? U htt...”

Nam chinh giita binh nguyén.

La mot dat nudc véi dong chir dwoe khdc nhwe vdy ngay trén cong
thanh.

Ai cha cha.

That sy 1a nhirng chtr viét khi€n nguoi ta thd’y hing tha.

Gi nhi? N&u wdc ¢ that nhiéu tién thi s€ ¢ that nhiéu tién sao?

Va & trén cong thanh cling ¢6 ca dong chir, ‘N&u ban cé hirng thd, xin
hdy budc vao trong.” C6 vé cho dui d&i phuwong 1 ai thi ho ciing s& sin long
chao don nhiét liét.

Thé& nhung, r6t cudc ho sé thyc hién diéu wéc ciia nguoi khic bing
cach nao? Rt cudc da't nwde nay la noi thé nao vay?

Tuy n6i v&i hai bén twong thanh chi 1a canh cong kha 1a thdp, nhung
toi cling khong the nao nhin thay bén trong dwoc. Tinh trang bén trong cla
da't nwdre nay t6i hoan toan khdng biét gi ca.

Thoi di€ém hién tai chi toan 1a nhirng cau hoi chwa cé loi dép.

Thé& nhung, tdi ¢6 the chic chin mot diéu ring nhitng gi sau cdnh cong
nay s€ ra't thu vi.

“C6 ai & day khong?”

Chinh vi thé&’, t6i dd m& canh cOng cta da't nwdc &Yy ra.

DAt nwdc nim & ngay phia sau canh cdng, nhung khong hi€u ré't cude
c6 chuyén gi, ngay ca bong dang ctia mdt con nguoi ciing khong ¢6. Pap lai
toi chi ¢6 sy im lang bao trim. Bén trong dat nwde nay chi ¢6 nhitng day
nha dyng 1én san sit nhau, deng néi la ti€ng ngwoi, ngay ca hoi théd caa
con nguoi cling khdng hé thdy. Vang vong lai chi cé ti€ng bwdc chan c6
ddc ctia minh toi.

Pudng phd ciing ching c6 vé gi 1a bi tan phd, hai bén dwong la nhirng
tdoa nha dworc xay bang gach mang ddm dau &n lich s, hay nhitng ngoi nha
véoi teong dwoc trat vira tring, hodc nhitng cin ho diy mau sic, ta't ca
chealng ¢é ti xiu nao an nhap v&i nhau ca. Twa nhw khung canh ctia dd moi
con phd dwgrc nh'di nhét hdn loan hét vao cling mot chd.



R0 rang khdng hé ¢6 hoi théd cda con ngwoi, nhwng trén nhieng soii day
vit ngang gitra nhitng ngdi nha van phoi day &0 giit, hai bén dwong van
tha'y dwoc bong dang cia cac quay quan via he. Cac loai d6 an nhw hoa
qua ciing dwoc bay bién ngin nip. C6 vé nhuw diy 12 mot di€m ban hang tu
phuc vu. Cé ca mot tA'm bi€n quang cdo ghi dong chtr ‘Xin hay bd tién cho
hang héa ban mu6n mua vao day’.

Du 12 vay thi noi ddy van ctr khong hé c¢6 bong nguwdi. Bén trdi cling
th&’, bén phai ciing th€&’, & bat ki dau ciling khong thdy cé ai. Cdi duy nhat
con cam nhan dwgc chinh 1a cdm gidc & diy da tuwng c6 mot ai d6 sinh
song.

O nay? Khong phéi ndi s€ hoan thanh diéu wdc cia tdi sao? Thé nay thi
hoan thanh bang c4ch nio?

T6i nghiéng dau khoé hi€u véi hién thye ddy bi an tredc mat. Tom lai
thi c6 mot diéu c6 th€ x4c dinh, rdng noi nay 1a mot noi ky la.

“Hum huem.........

bi ti&€p mdt chiit doc theo nhirng con dwong, tdi nhin thad'y hoang cung.

Mot hoang cung vO cung xwa cl chflng hé phit hop v&i nhirng day pho’
phudng tran ddy mau sic chira dung cudc song sinh hoat ctia con ngudi tai
day. N6 cii ki, x4p x€ t&i mirc chi cidn g nhe thoi cling s€ d0 sup ngay
dwoc. Ngay g4an hoang cung 13 mot thdp dong h'd, tirng khic tirng khéic 1am
cong viéc d&€m thoi gian. No6i toi thap dong h'o, thi thoi gian hién gio’ dang
dwoc chi dén 1a khodng mwoi hai gior hon.
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Gi vay nhi?

Cé4i cam gidc nhu minh d3 bét giip khung canh nay roi 12 sao vay?

Cdi nay ciling vay, cdi kia cling th€’, tdt ca déu la nhirng sy vat ma t6i da
ting thd’y & dau d6. C6 cam gidc nhirng con phd' tai day la tdp hop hét thay
dwong ph6” ctia nhirng da't nwde toi ting toi tham, chdong chéo 1€n nhau,
hoang cung kia gidng hét da't nwdc da bj diét vong chi con lai c¢6 duy nhat
mot vi nir veong ma tdi da ting gdp. Dé€n thap dong h'6 cling y hét voi
thap dong h'6 & qué hwong d6ng h'd Rostorf.

Pay rot cudc la c6 chuyén gi?

T6i ¢6 cam gidc nhw noi diy dwee chuan bi cho riéng minh vay. Nhwng
diéu cang dang chu y hon, rd rang not diay c6 vo sO ki€n tric cao tang,



vueot qua ca canh cong ra't nhiéu, nhwng tai sao tredc khi bwdc chan vao,
to1 khong heé phat hién ra.

Chéc 1a da't nede nay dwoe tao nén bdi nhitng diéu ky la.

“O'nay— ? CO ¢6 phai 1a ngwoi cia dat nwdc nay khong?”

Ngay khi tdi con dang mai suy nghi vé tinh trang khéng c6 1o ddp cua
noi nay, vira IJam bam, t6i vira 1€ ngoat sang phai. T6i dot nhién, gip go
voi nguoi d6. Co Ay ¢6 vé cling 1a mot 1te khach ghé tham noi day gidng
nhw toi. Nhin thd'y t0i, cd 4y vy tay nhiét tinh va cao giong hoi.

“U htr... Hinh nhue khong phai. Co khong phdi 1a nguoi cia dat nudce
nay dung khong? Mat co dang hi€n rd nhw vay ne.”
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Nhén tién, ngwoi dang xud't hién trwed'c mat t6i cling 1a mot thir ky la
giong nhw chinh da't nwdc nay vay.

Ao choang den va mii phi thay. R'6i huy hiéu ngdi sao cai trén 4o cho
thay ¢ Ay 12 mot nit phl thily. Mdi té¢c mau xdm ciing d6i méit mau xanh
bi€c. Tudi tac ciing xap xi toi.

Nw phu thuy d6 r6t cudce la ai vay? Ping, chinh Ia t6i d6.

Mot t6i ma khdng phai t6i. Mot thi€u nir voi vé bé ngoai giong hét toi
dang dirng ngay trrdc mat.

Giong hét nhw dang gap ao giac aYy.

“Qi cha cha. C6 c6 phai 1a ngwdi ham mo tdi khong thé? Pay 1a dang
cai trang thanh t6i ha? Chwa dwoc sy cho phép ma da cai trang thanh t6i 1a
khong dwgrc dau nhé. T6i s€ phai thu phi st dung phuc trang cia minh!”

N6i ding ra thi chi c¢6 vé& bé ngoai la gidng thodi. Te hanh dong va loi
noi c6 the' tha’y ro sw khac biét vé dau oc.

“Tén cua t6i 1a Elaina. Phu thily Tro Tan. Va ciing 1a mét Itr khach.”

“Tén cua to6i cling 1a Elaina. Phu thay Tro Tan, cling 1a mdt It khach. A,
chwra ¢6 sy cho phép ma da cai trang thanh toi 1a dang vi pham quyén tac
gid d&y nhé, boi thwong cho 16i nay 1a miYy triéu dong tién vang do, co
nh¢ tra cho hét.”

Ntra v& sau coi nhw khong nghe thay di.



“Tom lai la, tai sao lai c6 dé€n hai “t61” th€ nay...?
“E? Tbi la tdi, con ¢d 1a nguoi cai trang ma? Co dang ndi cai gi thé?”
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T6i m&i 1a ngwoi phai hodi ¢d dang ndi cai quai gi thi ¢d, ¢6 bi ngdc a?
Hay ndo rong?

“Xin 161, hoi mao mudi mot chit, nhwng ¢d ¢6 the k& ra cho tdi nhitng
da’t nwde ma cd twng di qua khong?”

Chuyén dau tién cin lam la xac dinh xem “t6i” & trwd’c mat chi 1la @6
gid mao hay la nguoi that. BE d6i khi ¢6 thé h'6i twdng lai nhirng da't nwdc
ma minh da di qua, t6i ludn luén cho quyén nhat ky ctia minh vao trong tdi
4o choang.

Pay la thr ma t6i chwa twng cho bat ki ai xem, cling nhw tuyét doi
khong 187y nd ra trede mat ngweoi khac. Néu ¢d Ay thye sw 1a toi thi s€ ding
quyén nhat ky d€ k€ lai nhitng da't nwoc ma téi da ting téi tham cho dén
bay gio.

Thé nhwng.

“No6i toi k€ lai roi ¢6 dinh 1am gi? Hay 1a ¢6 dinh coi nhitng noi d6
thanh thanh dja d€ di hanh hwong ha? Cai d6 otaku nay!”

T6i hoan toan khong hi€u dwoe nhirng 1o ¢d ta néi. Toi khong hé
mudn nghi la minh lai nhw viy dau.

Nhwng dang ti€c 1a sau d6 co ta lai 18’y tw trong tdi 4o choang ra quyén
sO nhit ky. R6 rang da cw tuyét roi ma, day la thé nao ch? Téi hoan toan
khong c6 kha nang i gidi loi néi va hanh dong cua co ta.

“Xem nao, dau tién la...”

Sau d6, c6 &y I'dn lwot k€' ra nhirng noi da twng di qua cho dén gio, tuy
c6 vai khac biét nho nhd, nhwng véi nhirng gi tdi da nghe dwoce thi ¢6 &y
khong nghi ngo gi chinh 1a t6i. Nhwng r6t cudc tai sao lai bi phan chia ra
thi tdi hoan toan khong hi€u, dau cling dau chét dworc.

Thé& nhung, nhitng con phd & ddy von di cling da sip x&p dan xen nhau
mot cdch ra't qudi di roi, nén téi quyet dinh mac k&, khong nghi gi nura.

“Ma thoi, ching ta gdp nhau & day ciing ¢6 thé ndi la c¢6 duyén di, co di
dao xung quanh day cung t6i chx?”



“Gi thé? Co bi dién ddo bdi sy dang yéu cua tdi roi w? Ma khong phai,
ngay céi lic ma cd hoéa trang thanh t6i thi da quéd dién dao vi toi roi ha?
Thoi dwoc. Khdng cé cach nao. Hay d€ toi an di ¢6 nhé”, xin phép lwoc di
khoang nam tram chir nham chén ti€p sau. Cudi cung co ta cling chot lai,
“To6i s€ di cung ¢6”. Va chuyén tro thanh thé nay day.

Ching t6i cung di dao qua cac con ph6. B&i vi vira diing vao bira trua
nén cad hai khéa déi bung. Trén tay té6i cam mot qua tdo, con trén tay cd gai
lac quan c6 déng vé giong hét t6i 1a mot chi€c banh mi kebab.

... Tai sao lai 1a kebab cht?

Ma ndi t&i thi...

“Nay, téi nén goi cd thé nao bay gio?”

“E? Tbi da néi tén t6i 1a Elaina ma?”

“Pung, nhung t6i cling 1a Elaina nén...”

Khi t61 dang ban khodn khong bi€t lam sao, thi gan nhu cung lic, c6 gai
vO tw ¢6 dang vé gidng hét t6i lai ph'dong ma 1én nhin tring t0i.

“Nay nay! C6 dang ty cho minh la t6i da'y ha? Ban g6c chinh la toi
day.”

(13 29

Pirng trén gbc nhin cda tdi ma ndi thi trong cd cang gidng hang gid mao
hon... Ma khong, ¢6 tranh luan vé van dé nay ciing chang di dé€n dau hét.
Pirng trén géc nhin ctia mot ngwoi nwd'c ngoai da nhan dinh ho la ngwoi
nwde ngoai, thi dit ¢6 phan bién thé nao veé sy that da dwoe cad'u thanh trong
nhan thirc cia d6i phwong chang nira, cu chuyén cling sé chéng bao gior ¢
h'6i két.

Qud phién phirc nén tdi da dit biét danh ‘T6i nhiét tinh’ cho cd &y va
ti€p tuc cau chuyén dang dang dé. Du sao thi ¢6 &y lic nao ciing trong tinh
trang nhiét tinh qua murc.

“Th€&’, c6 da woc diéu gi khi t¢i day vay? Noi diy 1a ‘da't nwoe co the
thwe hién diéu wde ctia ban’ ma. Co ¢6 wde mudn gi sao?”

“Piéu woc? Chuyén nay thi ¢ gi ma phai hai!”

C06 &y ngoam chi€c banh kebab mot mi€ng ro to ro1 noi.

“Toi1 chgng c6 diéu wde gi dic biét hét!”

Troi a, cd ngd'c that day.



“Con t6i thi vira nghi mudn tré thanh ngwoi giau c6 vira toi day.”

“Troi a, co ngd'c that day.”

“Xin 161, nhung chi v&i ¢o 1a t0i khong mudn bj néi nhw vy dau.”

“Y ¢6 1a sao? Khong can suy nghi gi ca, chi dwa theo cadm gidc cla
minh ma di du hanh s€ khi€n chuyén di tuyét voi nha't! Khong phai thé a?”

Ciing ¢6 chit 1y luan do, c twdng trong dau c6 chi toan thit mo thoi
chi?

Thé& nhung, c6 mot diéu rd rang l1a diéu wdc cua hai ching t6i hoan toan
khac nhau, 0 rang t61 mong mudn cd dwgre nhiéu ti€n, vay tai sao k€t cuc
la chdng t6i bi gan lai v&i nhau nhw thé nay?

Toi ¢6 cam gidc ¢6 mdt y d6 nao d6 ma ching t6i khong thdy dwoc
dang lang 1€ van dong.

Sau khi di tham thinh quanh da't nwdc nay, toi rit ra dwoc hai két luén.

Mot 1a qua nhién nhirng con phd” & day dang tdi hién lai tdt cd nhing
noi ma tdi teng dat chan toi. Ba't k€ dau ciing déu c6 nhirng tda nha, nhirng
ctra tiém ven dwong ma toi da ting thay.

Va mot két luan nwra.

b6 1a ngoai nhirng vat &y thi khong con ton tai bat ky cdi gi nuwra.
Khong hé c6 bat e thir d6 nao ma t6i khong bi€t. Cho du chi 1a nhieng noi
toi chi lwdt nhin qua, thi nhirng d6 vat c¢6 & d6 ciing khong phai 1a thir ma
toi chua ting bi€t dén, ta't ca nhirng gi ctia nhirng con phd nay déu mang
lai cho t6i cam gidc nhw da ting thd’y chidng trong mor.

Gi chtr.... Chén qua di!”

Sau khi giéi quy€t xong cdi kebab thir bay trong ngay hdom nay, ‘Toi
nhiét tinh’ bat dau than théd. C6 2y dn nhiéu qua roi.

“Ciing phai. B&i vi ching c6 thit gi m&i mé & dy hét.”

To1 dap.

Ching t6i da lwon qua lwon lai gitra nhirng con phd” khong bi€t bao
nhiéu vong. Th& nhwng lai chang tim ra th gi lién quan dé€n noi nay c6 thé
gidp ching toi hi€u ra chuyén gi dang x4y ra, that ric rdi.

Nhirng con phd’ chi ¢6 nhirng s vat minh ting thd’y cling rat moi mé,
nhung vi ciing chi c6 ting 4y thi¢, nén ngwoi ta cling sé dé dang h'di twéng



né trong dau. B&i cho di mot thir ¢6 hap din d&n dau ching ntra, thi sau
khi di qua qua nhiéu I4n, ngudi ta cling s& dan quen mit.

“U'... No cing bung roi...”

“C0 an qua nhiéu kebab ro6i do.”

“0. C6 ca cdi nay nay, ca con phd nay nira. Noi ndy gidng nhw tai hién
lai nhirng noi t6i tirng du hanh t&i 4y nhi. Ma néi méi thd’y, né cling chi ¢
mdi the nay thdi ha. Qua nhién 13 chdn ngat.”

“Phai ha...”

C6 vé la du “t6i” dang dirng bén canh t6i d6, du ¢6 &y ¢6 hoi bo'c dong
thi van ctr 12 tO6i. Thé nén suy nghi cia ching toi hau hét déu gidng nhau.

Th& nhung.

Thanh phd nay gidng nhw thyc sy nhin thd'y nhitng gi dang dién ra
trong dau t6i, nén ngay ldc ching tdi cam tha’y né té nhat, chan chwong thi
cAu chuyén lai bit dau ndy sinh nhitng trién khai mé&i.

Ngay tredc mét ching téi, mot ¢ gdi dot nhién xua't hién. Trén dau co
ta moc 1én hai cdi sirng xoén, con trén lung 13 d6i cdnh giong nhu canh doi.
Pang ti€c 1a nhan vat dot nhién xui't hién dé cling khéng phai ngwoi ma
ching t6i chwa ting thdy, b&i d6 don gian chi 1a t6i ¢6 moc thém stng va
canh thoi.

“That 1a nhirng ké xa xi. Ta da ca't cong tao ra noi nay d€ khi€n cho cac
nguwoi vui vé, vdy ma...”

Giong diéu, ti€ng néi phét ra tir miéng c6 ta déu hoan toan khéc han véi
t0i. So v&i toi thi ¢6 ta ¢6 mot phong thdi ngwei 1on, binh than hon nhiéu.

Va t6i hi€u r6 mot diéu ring, ngudi dang & trede mit toi ddy, tuy cd vé
ngoai giong hét toi, nhwng 1a mdt ngwoi khac.

“Co6 la nguoi ciia dat nwdc nay sao?”

Co ta gat dau.

“Ping vay. Va ‘da't nwdc ¢ the thye hién diéu wde ciia ban’ nay la noi
tao ra d€ danh cho nhtrng Itr khach nhw cac nguoi.”

“0 6. Né&u vay thi d& néi chuyén roi. Noi ddy rot cude 1a thé ndo vay?
T4t ca déu la nhirng sy vat ma toi da ting nhin thay.”

“T6i nhiét tinh’ da ¢am I8y cai kebab thir tdm.



“Noi day la ‘dat nwdc c¢6 the thye hién diéu woc cia ban” ma? Va d¢
thie hién nhitng diéu wore d6 thi ¢an phai tdi hién lai nhirng gi ¢6 trong dau
ctua nhtrng I khach ding khong? Thé nén & day chi toan nhirng no'i, nhirng
d6 vat ma cac nguoi da tung téi, da teng gap la dwong nhién.”

Ra vay.

“Nhung toi dau c¢6 wdce rang sé dwoc di thim lai td't cd nhitng da't nwde
minh da di qua dau? T6i da khong ngung nghi mudn tr¢ thanh mot ngwoi
giau ¢6 ma toi noi nay co' ma.”

“Ngoai mat l1a vdy. Thé& nhwng, ddu cé ai thyc sy bi€t wdc mubn that
ctia ban than minh 12 gi. C6 I& trong siu thim trdi tim ngwdi mong chd
dwoc mot Ian tham lai nhirng da't nwdc nay cling nén.”

“Ra la th&"..” Pay la cau tra 1o chia ‘“T6i nhiét tinh> dang nhai tép tép
ngay bén canh.

“N6i cach khac, dat nwde nay 1a noi thye hién nhirng wé'c mo say ngu
bén trong trdi tim cfia nhirng con ngwoi téi ddy. Cac nguoi hay cir thoai
mai hwdng thu di. Gidi han cta da't nwdc nay la ba ngay. Cho t&i lic d6, cir
tlly thich cho ddi canh ctia minh nghi ngoi la dwore.”

“Q)

“Co that hao phéng.” Van 1a “Toi nhiét tinh dang tiép tuc dn top tép bén
canh.

“N6i thém la cdc ngwoi khong phai trd chit ti€én nao dau.”

“C0 nghiém tdc ha?”

“Qua tuyet!!!”

“Puwong nhién. Vi chinh ta la ngwoi da tao nén da't nwdc nay.”

Mot ai d@6 18y hinh déng cta tdi chdng hai tay bén hong khé ting héng.
Tw gio hay goi ¢6 &y 1a ‘“T6i ti€u 4c ma’ di. Vi cho du ¢6 1a dc ma, trong
chd &y van chi nhrr mot dira nhéc ma thoi.

Sau dé6, ‘Tdi tieu 4c ma’ ndi ti€p.

“Va, vi 1€ do, hay d€ lai hét nhirng mét mdi trong nhitng chuyén du
hanh lai day. Cling vi diéu wde clia ta la gitip cho nhirng 1t khach dwoe thw
gian.”



Chi d€'lai nhirng 101 nhw vay, vira diet 101, ¢6 ta 1ién dang rdng déi canh,
bay vit 1&€n bau troi va ma't dang.
Dot nhién xuét hién va roi cling ddt nhién bién mat toi mdt noi nao do.
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Co ma thit sy ¢6 chuyén tdt nhw vay ti trén troi roi xudng sao? Noi
th& nao thi cling ddy cam gidc mo’ am. Ngay ca dang vé bé ngoai cling ro la
mot 4&c ma nira.

“C0 nghi sao ha? Nguwoi vira nay...”

Sau khi béng ddng ¢ ta da bién ma't & dwong chan troi, tdi chuyén mét
ve phia “T61 nhi€t tinh’.

“MOot ngeoi vO cling hao phdong! Qua nhién 1a rat hop voi vé bé ngoai
cua t6i!”

“T6i nhiét tinh’ qud ngdy tho' va lac quan, t&i mitc ching hé c6 chit
hoai nghi nao ca. C6 &y nhw vdy ma cé the'lam 1&r khach cho t&i gior thi that
dang ngac nhién.

Nao.

DAau ¢6 dugrec bao hiy nghi ngoi dwdng sirc di, toi hoan toan khong ¢d y
dinh lam nhw vay.

Cho du c6 cung tro lai trong mot nha tro gid ré (dwong nhién la ciling
chealng c6 ai cd) thi cho t¢i tAn dém khuya, t0i van khong hé bu'dn ngu.

Hay th nghi ma xem. Xua't hién mot ngwoi ¢6 bé ngoai giong hét toi,
nhwng tinh cach lai qué lac quan, vo tw, trdi ngwoc hoan toan véi ban than
minh. Hon thé nira, khi hdi ro thém, thi c¢6 Ay cling bat dau chuyén du hanh
gidng hét t6i, cang mia mai hon 1a c6 &y cling da dat chan qua nhirng dat
nuwdc y hét tdi nira.

Qué ky la.

Th& nhwng, toi lai hoan toan khong cé mot ti xiu goii y nao d€ truy tim
cho ra 1o gidi cho sy qudi la d6. R&t cude thi t6i da mong wdc diéu gi ma
lai gdp dworc mot t6i khac nhw vay? RO rang 1a chuyén cua ban than minh,
vay ma t6i lai mi mo khong hi€u r6.



Ngay hom sau ching tdi ciing bit dau tim ki€m tir sdng.

“HOm nay ching ta hdy dé€n xem thi hoang cung di?” Toi noi.

“Hoang cung? A, 12 noi ma chiing ta da gip Milarose nhi?”

“U’ Ngay hom qua chdng ta chi tim quanh quanh thoi, chét khéng hé
vao xem bén trong cac tdoa nha ding khong? Thé nén hdm nay chiing ta thu
tim k¥ tirng ngéc ngach bén trong nhirng tda nha xem sao.”

“0 6. Chiing c6 cdi gi 47"

“Chinh la ching ta mudn xem né ¢6 cdi gi nén mai di tim d6.”

Pai khai vay di.

Ct nhu vay, két cuc la ching tdi cting chuyén hwdng di t&i phia hoang
cung.

_ Gidng nhw da tng lam trede kia, tdéi dung phép thuit bi€n canh ctra
bang gb thanh tro, roi hai ching t6éi cung nhau bwdc vao bén trong hoang
cung.
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“Khong dwoc ctr dong!”

T6i ngay lap tirc nhan ra giong néi d6. Ngay cd & diy cling cé “t6i”
nita. O quang trwdng ngay sau ctra vdo, “tdi” dang dirng d6 va chia diia
phép vEé phia nay. Nhan ti€n thi c6 &y deo mdt cai kinh day cop mau den
qué mua. Nén tam thoi tdi sé goi cd Ay 1a “Téi deo kinh’.

“Cac nguoi la toi an toan? Hay 1a toi xdu xa ha?”

“T6i deo kinh’ vira nhin chim chim chiing tdi vira hdi vong téi.

Nhung, nhirng gi ¢6 &y ndi lai khién td6i mit mor.

“Cai gi th&? Céi gi 1a t6i xau xa? Toi 1a tdi. Va dwong nhién t6i cling
khong phai ké xau.”

“Céi kinh dé ctia ¢6 bao nhiéu tién vay?”

Chung t61 dép lai.

“.....7 C6 vé nhu cb &y da dodn ra dwoe gi d6 to phan &ng cda ching
toi. ‘“To6i deo kinh’ tw twr ha diia phép xudng.

“Ra la vay— Cac ¢0, cho dén gio da gap bao nhiéu t6i r6i? Gia dinh
ring cdi ngwdi gidng nhw tiu 4c ma véi doi stng xodn trén dau cuing doi



canh trén lwng khong phai 1a t6i, thi toi 1a toi thir maYy cac ¢6 da gap?”

Trong mdt cAu ma c6 qud nhiéu tir don “t6i” nhw vay khiéh tdi bat dau
tha’y dau dau.

“Ban deo kinh chinh l1a ngwoi thir hai. Chiing t6i khong ¢6 gap nhiéu t6i
dén nhw vay...” Ma tién th€, “Xin hdi, c6 ta't ca l1a bao nhiéu ‘t6i’ the&?”

“T4t thady bao nhiéu nguwoi t6i cling khdng biét. o day thi da c6 muoi
bdn ngwoi r'6i.”

“Ha?”

“Woa, ghé a nha.”

“Tiép ntra, n€u tinh ca cdc cd vao thi gio’ [a mwoi sdu ngwoi.”

“Ha a?”

“C6 nhiéu nguwoi hda trang thanh t6i toi vy co 4? Khong xong roi...
T6i duge yéu thich t&i vy sao?”

Troi a, mwoi sdu nguoi.

Nhiéu qud, d4u toi sip vo t&i noi thoi.

Trong cian phong dat ngai vang cua toa lau dai, giong nhw nhirng gi ma
“T61 deo kinh’ da no6i, co ra't nhieu tdi tap trung tai do.

‘T6i deo kinh’ dwa chuing t6i toi, va d€ ching t6i dirng tred'c mat moi
nguoi.

“Moi nguoi, toi xin gidi thiéu. Pay 1a toi thir mwoi 1am va t6i thee mwoi
sau.”

Co Ay cao giong néi. Va tir khip noi trong cin phong vang 1én nhitng
giong ndi cua toi dap lai.

“A, xin chao.”

“Cac ¢0 la ngwoi thir mueei 1am va muoi sdu r'oi nén ding ¢6 nghi minh
hon nguoi nhé.”

“Sao cling dwoc.”

Van van va van van.

Quad nhién, ching tdi khong dwoc chao ming cho 14m.



“Nao, gio thi toi s€ gidi thiéu nhirng t6i mdi voi moi nguoi & day.”

Sau d6, ‘T6i deo kinh’ Tan lwot chi vao ting ngwoi va gidi thiéu.

“Pang d6 1a “To6i bé ngdc’.”

“Xin chao t6i s6 muei ldam va t6i s6 muoi sdu! T6i chinh 1a “t6i” dang
yéu nha't & day do! E he ~@”

DO4t nhién xua't hién day hoa hoe hoa soi.

“Nguoi dang ¢6 may hanh dong dang ngo ddy 1a toi yéu thich cac cd
gai.”

“U phu phu... C6 tAn muoi sdu toi... A a, nhiéu t6i qua... A, khong 18
noi nay 1a thién dwong sao?”

Thay vi n6i “yéu thich cic c6 gai”, khong phdi nén goi 1a “yéu thich ban
than” hon sao?

“Con day la ‘Toi cudng nguc to’.”

“Gi th&? RA rang ca hai cd cling déu la toi, vay tai sao nguc lai bé hon
toi nhw vay? Pa xdy ra chuyén gi thé? Cac c6 c6 udng stra day du khong
do6? He?”

Tw n6i minh nhw vay cé ich gi chir. Ma c6 &y cling nhét ca cuc bong
vao nguc con gi. That vo vi.

“Con day la “T6i bat can’.”

“Ha? MAy c6 dd vao sau thi c¢6 th& ding thoi nhin chim chim vao
ngwoi ta dwgre khong? Caéi gi hd con nhéc kia - mudn danh nhau ha? Ngon
thi nhao vo? Nao?”

Cé vé yéu.

“Con day la “T6i ky la’.”

“Phw phu phu... N&u 12y tién cua ta't ca cac ‘tdi” ¢ day thi toi s€ giau
to...”

Nay gi6ng v&i toi moi khi.

“Con day la ‘T6i nhay cam’.”

“U' Con rong den & trong mét téi dang dinh tAn cong moi ngwdi, mau
tron di!”

Qua nhién la ra't nhay cam, theo nhi€u nghia. C6 &Yy lai con deo bang bit
mét nira chir.



“Con day la “Toi thi€u nit dang yéu’.” “E hé hé... Saya Saya Saya
Saya.”

...7 Tai sao lai 1a Saya?

“Nguoi dang trén & ding d6 13 “Toi tam to7.”

“TOL MUOM..eeeiiiieeeeiiiee e

Co &y da gap chuyén gi a?

“Ngudi dang d6 ciing 1a “T6i tim t6i’ (ngwdi thir hai).”

“Khong muon... Bén ngoai dang s’ qua...”

Vay tai sao c0 lai di du hanh thé?

“Va & dang d6 ciing 12 “Toi tim t&1” (ngudi thit ba).”

“Khong th€ chiu dwgc nira... N€u ti't cad nhitng ngwoi & diy déu chét
thi tot roi, vdy ma...”

RGt cude 1a c6 bao nhiéu nguwoi ta't cd vy, nhitng nguoi duoc goi 1a
tdm to1 do.

“Con day la “T6i sinh ngoai’.” “Khorosho!” (ti€ng Nga: Tuyét voi!)

Cai gi tuyét co?

“Con day 1a ‘T6i dang gel’.”

Pa khong con 1a ngwoi nira roi.

“C4i d6 va dang nay 1a c4c t6i da thanh ghoul.”

“A_O_7

Pa c¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra v&i ho the? A khong, dai khéi 1a toi biét da ¢
chuyén gi.

“Va cudi cung la “Toi tri tug’.”

“C0 dang no6i chinh minh ha...”

“T61 chi nodi sy that théi ma.”

Co6 &y won ngue day ty hao ndi. Cai ki€u ty khen d6 that khién nguoi
ta tlrc gidn,

Sau d6, ‘Toi deo kinh’ hay ‘To6i tri tué’ (tw xung) gidi thiéu tié€p.

“Toi nghi 1a ¢6 da nhan ra, d€ tranh nhAm 14n ‘tdi’ v&i céc “toi” khac &
day, ching t0i dit ra nhitng tén goi didc biét. Va mdi tén goi d6 déu dya
theo cd tinh ctia mdi nguwoi.”

0.



“Thé& nén tdi dang nghi nén dung tén nao d€ goi cho ‘t6i’ s& muoi lam
va ‘toi’ s& muoi sdu— Moi ngwoi, nén goi ho thé nao day? Moi ngwoi nght
toi s& muwoi ldm ¢6 cd tinh gi?”

“T6i tri tué’ vura dat tay 1én vai toi vira danh ti€ng voi tat ca tdi khac &
trong phong.

RAt nhiéu ti€hg dap lai tr khip noi trong ciin phong.

“Ca tinh 4?7 Khong c6 nha.”

“Goi la ‘khong cd tinh’.”

“Khong c6 nguc.”

“Khong c4 tinh.”

“Khong c4 tinh di.”

“Hoan toan khong c6 tf cd tinh ndo. Va ciing khong bit mét nira.”

“Saya.”

“T61 mudn chét.”

“To1 cling vay.”

“T6i mudn ché€t nhw thé€ chi dang nga.”

“I\(horosho 1

“U gff—”

N

“Ra viy, ra vdy. Cadm on tit cd moi nguwoi. Cam on nhitng y ki€n tham
khao.”

Sao toi lai chflng cam thdy may nguwoi dang néi chuyén nghiém tdc
vay?

“T6i tri tué’ v&i vé mit vd cling déc ¥ nhin qua toi.

“Thé& nén la, t6i mudn dat t€n cho ‘td6i’ thr mwoi 1dm la “T6i nhan vat
chinh’, ¢6 nghi sao?”

“C0 suy luan theo hudng nao d€ nghi ra cdi tén khong rd nghia d6 thé?”

“Pé 1a do tdi thay vi nghi khdng cd tinh 1a mot diem y€u, thi lai cho n6
1a mdt di€m manh.”

“Xin 161, nhing bi néi 1a khong c4 tinh lién ti€p nhw viy khong vui vé
gi dau.”



Nghe t6i néi vay, ‘T6i tri tug’ dép.

“Khong ca tinh ¢6 gi khong t6t? Khong ca tinh nén ¢6 ¢ the tré thanh
bat cr ai, lam dwoe ba't cr chuyén gi ma? Vwa khit véi nhan vét chinh
ludn.”

Céch ndi nghe that mia mai.

Khong phai cd dang coi sy ton tai cia nhan vat chinh, vi mot 1y do nao
dé, tré thanh ngu ngd'c d6 chi?

“Ti€p d6, ngwei thir muoi sau thi nhw thé nao day?”

“T6i goi la “T6i nhiét tinh’.” Pung chuan tinh cach ludn.

“Ra vay. N€u vay chung ta da quy€t dinh xong cich goi tén.”

“T6i tri tué’ mac du ty xwng 1a tri tué, nhwng ¢ vé chi 1a mot dira tré ba
phai.

“Thé& nhwng r6t cudc vi sao ma cac ¢6 lai & day trong giwe 1au dai?”

Sau khi k&t thiic man ty gidi thi€u, va nghe lai cdu chuyén vé chuyén
du hanh cta toeng ngwoi cho dén nay, qua nhién ta't ca ho déu da twng di
qua nhirng da't nwdc gidng nhw nhirng noi t6i tng tdi, sau khi xdc nhan
rang c6 nhirng cau chuyén sé c6 chut tri€n khai khac biét, t6i hoi ti€p.

Va trd 1o toi 1a “T6i tri tué’.

“Ban d4u ldc gdp co tdi cling c6 nhic d&n roi d6. C6 vé 1a & dat nudce
nay c6 mdt ‘t6i’ xau xa dang lan 1on gitra ching ta. Va khi gdp nhung ‘t6i’
khdc, c6 ta s€ ddt nhién tdn cong moi ngwoi. Mot toi ra't tho bao.”

«) 7

“Vi ‘t61” dé qué thd bao nén ching t6i goi cd ta la “T6i thd bao’.”

“Tén y nhw nguwoi nhi.”

Theo nhw ¢6 &y ndi thi trong lic tdi va “Toi nhiét tinh’ lwgn 100 quanh
cac day pho thi ‘T6i tho bao’ vira lic dang di tdn cong cac ‘td6i” khac. Hai
ngudi ching t6i da rat may méan khong ¢é dung miit “T6i thd bao’ d6.

“Vay nén, d€ tr6n tranh ‘“Téi thd bao’, moi ngwoi méi & lai day giw 1au
dai sao?”

Ra th&". T6i ho'i bi sdc.



“Th& nhung, d61 phwong cling 1a ‘t61” dung khong? Neéu dau trec dién
thi it nha't 18y hai danh mot cling thing ch?

Nghe t61 n61 vay, ‘T6i tri tu¢’ nhan vai kinh ngac.

“Th& nhwng ma, “Tdi nhan vat chinh’. C6 hay suy nghi thtr xem. B&i vi
doi1 phwong cung chinh 1a ‘td61’, nén n€u danh co6 ta bi thwong thi cling sé€
lam bj thwong chinh minh khdng phai sao? N&u nho ¢d ta chét thi chuyén
gi s€ xay ra, cd co the teong twong dwoc khong?”
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“It nha't thi mwoi bon “téi” da tip trung & day ai cling khong twdng
teong dwoe diéu gi dang doi n€u ¢ k&€t qua nhw vay, va cling khong biét
phai lam gi nén ma&i tip trung ca lai day d€ cung ban bac. Liéu ching ta s€
cung cho cho hét ba ngay gidi han cta dat nwdc nay hay sé trwe dién chién
dau voi co ta, hién gio’ ching t6i dang dirng gitra hai lwa chon nhw vay.”

“Ra th€¢. Vay n€u nhur noi nay bi tdn cong thi sao?”

“Lidc d6 ching ta danh phai chi€n dau théi. Nhung do6 sé la phwong an
sau cung, Co’ ban ching ta ¢6 hai lya chon, mot 1a ti€p tuc & day trong gitr
l4u dai, hai 1a bét 18’y ‘T6i tho bao’. Hay néi cich khéc, ching ta dwoc Iya
chon hanh dong hay tron chay.”

“Vay do, c6 nghi nén lam thé nao?" “Khong, td6i khong bi€t phai lya
chon thé nao dau.”

“Co6 dang néi gi the? Co la “To6i nhan vat chinh® co ma? Trong nhirng
ldc thé nay nhan vat chinh ma khong ding 1én 1¢o 14i moi nguwoi thi ching
toi bi€t phai lam sao?”

Nhén tién, t6i ddm nhan chic vu tham muwu lam tro' 1y cho nhan vt
chinh - bd sung thém mdt cau nhw vay, “Toi tri tué’ dwa tay 1én day day
gong kinh.

... Vay la ngay tir ddu c¢6 da mudn loi dung t6i nén moi cd y goi toi la
‘nhén vat chinh’ gi d6 ding khong?

That 1a mét ké toan tinh. Ping 1a tdi cé khéc.

Thé& nhwng, néu nhw ding d6 da c6 y nhw vay thi bén nay tdi cling xin
dap lai.

T6i ng'6i xudng ngai vang r'oi nhin xuéng nhirng ‘t6i’ khac ¢ bén duwdi.



“Vay thi nhitng ngwoi dang & diy ngoai tdi, hdy ra phd truy tim cho toi.
T6i s€ & ddy cho' moi nguoi trg vé - k& hoach tic chi€n nhw vy thé nao
ha?”

Ngay sau d6 la nhirng ti€ng la 6 cua cac ‘t6i’ khac.

“C6 dang ndi gi ha con nhoc kia?”

“Phan do61 chinh tri doc tai.”

“Purng c6 dua! Nao co bi bo c&n hét roi a?”

“E la t6i khong the phuc tung dwoc.”

“N6i vay thi néi lam gi!”

“Hay doi nhan vat chinh di!”

Rat nhi€u, ra't nhi€u. Chi tr mdt cu ndi cua té6i ma bung 1én dir doi.
MA&Yy nguwoi chinh 1a thich gi néi ndy ding khong?

Gi cht? Ty tién gan cho nguwoi khdc cdi mac nhan vat chinh, r'oi khi
nguwoi ta thi 1am vai tro 1€o 14i, chi dao ra dang nhan vét chinh thi lai phan
trng thé nay sao? C6 coi ngwoi ta la @6 ngdc thi cling mot vira hai phai thoi
nha.

To6i cling ¢6 the tré thanh “T6i tho bao’ d6 nhé?

“Né&u vay thi moi nguoi, xin hay néu y ki€n ctia minh...”

Viwra ng'6i trén ngai vang v&i ddy bung mo h'6, t6i ca't giong noi.

Ngay luc do.

Uynh—

Cénh ctra din vao phong chira ngai vang bi ddy manh ra - Ma khong,
phai noéi 1a canh ctra bi danh bay di, r'oi rot thang xuéng, dé bep di hai trong
s& cdc ‘tdi’ dang thw tha ngdi trong phong 1on.

Phep - Mot am thanh 4&m wét vang 1én gitra nhirng ti€ng "am “am.

“Aal!! ‘Toi ghoul’ chét roi! Bi de xep 1€p ludn ron!”

“Kinh qua!”

“Qi troi mii hoi thdi ghé qua!”

“Thé& nay tuyét doi l1a chét ngay tirc khic.”

“A_O_

“A, c4u ta van con sdng.”

Khong sao 1a tot roi.



“Ca ‘To6i dang gel’ cling bi d¢ thanh mot dong gel ludn roi.”

“Cau ta von da la dang gel ma?”

“N6i cling phai.”

“Dung la the  that.”

“Xin 101, ca hai ngwdi d6 déu khong cé chuyén gi.”

Khong sao 1a tot roi.

“—A, t0i clr nghi sao khong thd’y bong dang ma’y ngwoi dau, ra 1a cac
ngwdi tp trung nhau hét lai & chd nay ha.”

Trong bau khong khi khién nguoi ta tha 1ong, chging ¢ chit cam gidc
cang thang nao, mot giong ndéi vo cung lanh 1€o vang 1én twr phia canh cira.
Puwong nhién, d6 1a giong ndi chia toi, va ngwoi xud't hién phia sau canh cira
bi danh bay d6, khdng nghi ngo gi, cling 1a ‘t6i’.

“Vwra ding ldc. T6i s€ thu don hét ta't ca nhirng nguwoi & day, khong de
ai thodt ca.”

Vwra néi, ‘t6i” d6 vira nhéch miéng cwoi nhat vira nha'c chan di vé phia
ndy. D6 1a tdi v&i mai téc bj cat ngén - mdi téc ngin gidng hét v&i khi toi bi
biip bé cit ma't mdi téc & da't nwde no.

Va bau khong khi khong vui cling gidng hét v&i khi do.

L€ nao.

“Nay, xin 16i chit. D6 12 “T6i thd bao’ ha?”

“Pung the".”

“To1 tri tu€ gat dau dong y.

“Nay, cd dang ng6i trén ngai vang kia, ¢6 1a chi huy cda ta't cad ‘t6i°
ching t6i ha?”

“T6i thd bao’ nhin trirng trieng vao toi.

“Chi huy hay khong t6i khong bi€t, nhung téi dworc goi 1a “Toi nhan vat
chinh’.”

“Ra vay, ra vdy. Vay ha? Nhan vit chinh sao? Ké dang cwoi vo duyén
vO ¢& nhw ¢6 ma l1a nhan vat chinh sao?”

No1 161, ¢ ta gio diia phép ve phia toi.

Ngay sau do.



Tw d4u diia phép sinh ra v s6' ngon gido.
“That chudng mét. Co hay di chét di!”

Cung v&i lovi néi lanh lung ctia “T6i thod bao’, ta't ca ching déu lao di.

Tat cd nhirng ngon gido nhw bi mdt lyc hiit tw phia ngai vang tic dong
t&’i, lao nhanh vé phia nay, toi cling ngay 14ap tirc bi€n ra vo s& ngon gido y
nhw vay, di€u khi€n ching s€ thanh nhirng quy dao giong hét nhirng ngon
gido dang lao t&i, d€ cho chiing triét tiéu 1an nhau.

Sau nhirng ti€ng kim loai va cham nhau vang 1€n lién ti€p, nhirng ngon
gido gdy vun roi xudng nhwr muwa, rai khip noi trong ciin phong.

T61 nhin xudng cd ta.

“Tuy t6i khong hi€u vi nguyén nhan gi ma cd lai di tdn cong ta't ca cac
‘td61” ngoai tree chinh minh, nhwng - ¢6 cho 1la mét minh c6 d6i dau vdi
mudi sau ‘téi” ma ¢ the gianh chién thing sao?”

“A, vi ‘t6i dang gel’ va ‘t6i ghoul’ di bi d& bep r'di nén chi con c6 mudi
bdn ‘t6i’ thoi.”

“...cd cho 1a m6t minh ¢d d6i dau véi mwoi bon ‘t6i” ma c6 the gianh
chién thing sao?”

Thée” nhwng, ‘T6i thd bao’ cho du bi dit trong tinh hudng bat lgii hiau
nhw 4p ddo nhuw th& thi van cuoi.

V& dich, khién ngudi ta hoan toan khong cam gidc dwoc sw lo 1ing ma
ai cling nén ¢6. C6 ta chi cwoi lanh.

“T6i khong dwge sinh ra trong mot thé” gidi day lac quan gidng nhw cac
cd. To6i khac v&i cac ¢6 nhiéu.”

Gi vay? C0 ta dang noi cai gi?

“C0, khong 1€ khong bao gio’ soi gwong sao? Co ciling 1a t6i co ma.”

Va tran chi&n bit dau.

T6i va muoi ba ‘tdi” khac hét ngwoi nay toi ngwoi khac thay nhau tién
1€n tdn cong ‘T6i tho bao’. Thé nhwng ‘T6i thd bao’ lai ra't 1anh tinh, x& 1y
trng nguwoi, trng ngwoi mot.

K¢& hy sinh dau tién chinh la ‘T6i bé ngdc’. Co ay “Ho bién!” ra mot
soi xich sit tiv dau diia phép, nhung tiéng ho lai chang cé ti stec lye nao,



cud1 cung so1 xich do bat ngwoc lai va tréi c6 2y lai nhe mot con siu
budm.

Tiép theo d6 chinh Ia “T6i cudng nguc to’. CO Ay rat dé dang tiép can
“T61 tho bao’, nhung ngay sau d6 thi ma’y mi€ng dém bong nhét trong nguc
cua cd Ay lién bi kéo ra, va li€n sau do bi da bay.

“Aaaaaa, ngyc cua toi...”

Cung lic d6 thi y chi chi€n dau cua c6 ay cling bay theo may mi€ng
dém luon.

Tam biéct.

Ké& d6 la ba ngwoi “T6i td1 tim’. Ba ngwoi nay da chién dau rat anh
diing. Ca ba nguoi cir ‘Am 1 gao thét “Pang s¢ qua! Pang s¢ qua! Pang
sorqua! Pang s¢r qua...”

“A 4444 Ding c6 lai day!”

“T61 mudn veE nha!”

Van van.

Vira gao vira nim chit diia phép trong tay va phéng ra cot nwdce, cot lira
va cdt sAm sét, chiing udn lwon, I'6ng xodn v&i nhau va cling tAn cong vé
phia ‘T6i tho bao’.

“T6i thd bao’ vira phai tranh chdng viwra 1t vé sau, va cudi cung la tranh
ra tdn bén ngoai lau dai.

Va toi chi phdt hién ra hanh dong nay chinh 1a mot cdi biy ctia “T6i thd
bao’ cho t&i khi tdi dudi kip ba ngwoi ‘“T6i t6i tdm’. Khi t6i dudi theo tdi
noi thi mat da't phia bén ngoai lau dai da bi€n thanh mdt bai bun lay 161, va
ba tO6i d6 dang bj lin sdu xudng, chi con moi phian ¢d tré 1én 16 ra ngoai,
khong ¢6 cach nao ci dong dwore niva.

“Phw phw phu... Gidng nhw dang cho xi t6i vay.”

“Niam trong da't that mat mé, toi binh tinh lai r'6i.”

“T6i mudn c& nhw vay bi€n thanh mat da't luén...”

Ching t6i nhin lwdt qua ba ngwoi khong hiéu vi sao lai dé dang bi déng
dinh vao d6 ma con cam thdy yén tdm, vira cwdi 1én chdi bay 1én. Thé
nhung, hoan toan khong thdy béng dang cua “T6i thd bao’ dau hét, ching
t6i voi sdt sdng tim ki&€m xung quanh.



Ngay liuc d6, dot nhién bon trong s& chin ‘t6i’ con lai bi nhirng s¢i day
thirng vron ra tir cdc céin nha bét lai, ci nhw vdy bi kéo ngd xudng cdc mai
nha & khip noi.

Con ‘T6i thd bao’ von dang trén tranh lai fan nira xua't hién ngay trwdc
mét ching toi, va lic nay thi ‘Tdi sinh ngoai’, “T6i c6 gdi dang yéu’, ‘Tdi
quéi di’ va ‘T6i yéu thich cac c¢6 gdi’ da bi gidi quyé€t gon.

Nhin qua thi ndm ngwoi con lai chiing t6i, du thé nao ciing s€ ap dao
dwore ¢d ta, nhweng mac cho sy sai biét gitra ching tdi va ¢6 ta ¢6 1on tdi
mirc ndo, dit 12 mot minh d61 dau v&i cd ndm chidng tdi, thi ¢d ta cling van
vO cung binh than.

“To1 bat can’ hét 1én mot ti€ng 1a%y tinh than “Con nhdc chét ti€t nay!”
r'oi leo 1én chdi va lao t&i gén ¢6 ta, thé nhung cd ta chi hoi nghiéng nguoi
tranh di, lai @6t nhién tdn céng danh rét diia phép cua ‘To6i bat can’ khién
cd &y mat kha nang phan cong va ngay sau d6 dung tay cam diia dap 1én
gdy khi€n cd &y mat di y thic.

Sau khi ‘T6i bat can’ ngd xudng mdai cia mdt ngdi nha nao do, ‘Toi
nhay cam’, ‘T6i tri tué’ va ca “Toi nhiét tinh’, ba ngwoi vira bao vy xung
quanh ‘T6i th6é bao’, vira dung diia phép diéu khi€n phép thuit. Mot tran
mua gido roi xudng, tirng dong nwdc nhw ¢6 y thirc uén Iwgn tra mot con
rong, va nhirng mang dinh phép thuit mau tring xanh dwoc sinh ra, 4p sét
cO ta tira nhw khong c6 gi ngin can dworc, the nhung ‘Toi thd bao’ van vo
cung lanh dam, binh than dén do'.

V&i con mua gido thi ¢6 ta lam gidng nhw t6i da thye hién tred'c d6 bén
trong lau dai, triét tiéu nhitng ngon gido bang mot don twong tw chin ngwoc
lai, dong nwdc udn lwon thi bién né thanh bang roi ddp v&, va sau khi
tranh khoi ting mang dinh phép thuét ti€p cén thi ¢6 ta trdn khdi tAm nhin
ctia ba ‘t6i’ d6, roi bién ra nhirng mang dinh twong tyw don ddp vé phia ho
nhdm cén ho lai.

Ba nguoi d6 khong thé€ cir ddng dworec nira, cr nhw vy phéan lung bi
dinh chat vao nhau va rét xudng ngay 161 vao toa lau dai.

Ba nguoi d6 sau khi roi xudng thi 1ién gdp lai ba ngwoi ‘“T6i t61 tdim’
chi con phan ¢4 tré 1€n con trén mat dat.
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Va sau do.



“T6i thd bao’, chi trong vong ¢6 vai phit da giai quy€t hét tat ca ‘toi’
khac ngoai trwr t0i, ha choi xuéng trén mdt trong nhirng mai nha k€ sat nhau
gidng hét v&i cdn nha & mot dat nwdc no, noi ma mdt lic nao d6 t6i da
ting day phép thuit cho ¢6 bé téc den &Y.

Ba&i vi toi dang & ngay do.

“C0 khong chién dau nhi? Nhirng t6i khac déu bi ha do van ma cd chi
thong tha ng'6i nhin thdi sao?”

C6 ta nhin cham chim tbi v&i dnh mét nhw dang budc toi.

“B@i vi nhin ¢6 day ty tin khi d6i pho V(}’i chung t6i. Co c¢6 tu tin nhw
vdy la do co déu da c6 céc,h tng pho r'oi. Chang suy nghi gi ma ctr lao dau
dén s€ chang ¢4 ctra ma thang cd.”

“Vay thi, k&€t qua sau khi quan sat thé nao réi?”

“T6i cho ring cd ciing khong phai mot ddi thdi ma hoan toan khong
thing duworc.”

DAau sao d61 thi d6 cling chinh 14 ban than tdi co’ ma.

“Co cung ki€u ngao qua ha.”

“Puwong nhién. B&i t6i giong c6 ma.”
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Khong ddp lai gi, ‘Tdi thd bao’ chi don gian nhin t6i chdm cham.

Tbi dép tra bang cich nhin theztng vao mét co ta va néi.

“Nhan tién thi tai sao tc c6 lai bj cit ngfm vay?”’

A khéng, nén néi the nay thi ding hon di?

“Tai sao téc cd lai ctt d& nguyén ngéan nhu vay?”

«

Téc cha toi da ting bi cit di khi tdi t&i thim dat nwdc vdi nhitng vién
gach dd dwoc 14t day khdp moi noi vai tuan trwede. Sau khi mo mo ho h'd
bi ma cét xén diéu khién bip bé di cit trdm téc ciia cdc cd cdi cit di mdi téc
clia minh, ngay hom sau 1 rang toi di di tém cho bang dwoc tén toi pham
roi.

Tai sao ‘Tdi tho bao’ lai vin git nguyén mai téc nhw vay?

“Cd c6 vé biét 1y do téc tdi b cat mat thi phai?”

“Pung the. B&i vi tdi cling tirng bi c4t ma't mdi téc ma...”



Nguworce lai thi trong nhirng cau chuyén cua cdac ‘t6i’ khac, hoan toan
khong c6 cau chuyén vé viéc tirng bi cét téc. Lic & trong toa 1au dai toi da
héi tham td't cd cdc cdu chuyén cho t&i gior cda tdt cd moi ngwoi & do,
nhwng mac cho c6 cudc gip go v&i Syla, thi sau d6 cac ¢6 &y déu tw giai
quy€t vu viéc.

C6 vé nhw ching t6i chi giong nhau la déu la ‘t6i’ ma thoi, ma khong
phai vi thé& ta't ca nhirng con dwong chiing tdi di qua déu gidng nhau.

“Qua that 1a & da't nwde d6 toi da b cit trom ma't téc. Thé nhung toi da
khong c¢6 di kha nang d€ bi€n ching tré lai nhw cii. Vay nén da d€ nguyén
kiu téc ngin nay va ti€p tuc nhirng chuy&n du hanh.”
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Pa khong c6 da kha nang... 4y ha? Tai sao chir?

“Co da tung di t&'i qué hueong cua dong h'd Rostorf ding khong?”

“T6i thd bao’ nhin chim cham tdi v&i 4nh mét duc ngau t&i tim nhw
ngwoi chét va hoi.

“T6i ding la da twng toi d6.”

Toi gat dau mot cach dwong nhién, roi chi vé phia toa thdp nim phia
sau nhirng day mai nha trai rong nhw mat da't.

“La dat nwde cb toa thap dong h'd d6 ding khdong? Mot novi ra't tuyét

Nt 2

Voi.

T61 no61 thém.

“..Mot dat nwoce, rat tuyét sao? Pat nwdc d6 1a mot noi ra't tuyét ay
ha?”

“Dung vay.”

Noi d6 c6 mot thap dong h'd dwoc dung 1€n ngay gitra trung tam dat
nwdc, nhitng vé kich phong phd, vo ciing tuyét voi. Pac biét 1a vé kich
“Ester ctia khu phd s6” hai” 1a mot thir cwe pht hgp gidp ban giét thoi gian.
b6 1a mét va kich ve€ 1€n hinh twong nir phu thily c6 tén 1a Ester ghét cai ac
toi tdn xwong tly bdi ngwoi ban than thi€t tw thud nhd cia ¢6 da bi mot
con quy gi€t chét. V&i két thic mé “Cho tdi khi tim dwoc tén tdi pham da
giét chét ngwoi ban thin cia minh, nhitng tran chién ctia c6 'y van s€ chua
ket thuc...”, tuy c6 chut dang ti€c, nhwng it nhd't nd tranh degc sy nham
chén cho nguoi xem.



“Chuyén do thi c6 sao?”

T6i khong hi€u gi nghiéng dau nhin ¢6 ta.

Vi d6 ciing 12 ldc tdi nhéan ra ring tinh trang cta ‘Tdi tho bao’ dang &
tried’c mat nay co chit ky la.

“Qua nhién, tdi va c6 khac nhau.”

Co ta ndm that chiit, that chit diia phép trong tay r'oi binh tinh k&'lai.

“(y dat nuwde d6, toi da quay ngwoc thoi gian vé muwdi nim trude. Vi
ctru ngwoi ma toi da tré lai qud kher. The nhung, cdi t6i nhin thdy & noi d6
1a mot sy that khong gi ¢6 the t6i t€ hon dwoce, k&t cuc 1a téi chang th€ ciru
dwoc ai cd. Co da tirng nhin thay chwra? Ngay trwdc mat minh, ta't cd nhirng
tinh cdm yéu quy, thwong mén, chi trong khoanh khic déu bién thanh thi
han xau xi. Khodnh khic ma ta ndy sinh sit y d6i v&i nguedi ngay trude dé
ta con yéu thwong tha thi€t...”

“Chua tirng.” T6i cit ngang 11 ¢d ta néi. “Tuy to6i khong biét rot cude
da xay ra chuyén gi, th€ nhwng, chi b&i vi hién thyc t6i t€ d6 ma c6 danh
ma't di khd nang phuc h'6i lai mai téc ciia minh, r6i cir nhw vy s6ng trong
tuyét vong, buéng tha chinh minh thé sao?”

Chinh ngay giay Phﬁt d6. C6 ta phat diia phép vé phia toi, va hang ha sa
s& nhirng vién dan bang lao t&i.

Va, hon thé€ nira,

“T6i khong ¢6 budng tha chinh minh. T6i chi 1a v6 ciing tirc gién.”

“O. Cb tirc gian vi chuyén gi?”

Tbdi vira tranh nhitng vién dan bing ban t&i vira dap lai.

“Cai nay thi can gi phai hdi ntra - Pwong nhién 1a véi chinh t6i roi.”

R'6i tdi téc ngén néi tiép, “Tirc gidn v&i nhitng “tdi” khic v&i toi, ¢ the
vO tw ma ti€p tuc nhirng chuyén du hanh cda minh. Tkc gidn v&i nhitng
‘ban than’ hoan toan khong nhin thi’y trong méit nhirng hién thyc t6i t&.”

Cai nay goi la gidn ca chém thdt nhi.

Pung la t61 c6 khac.

Sau d6 hai ching tdi bit dau tran chién.



Pau tién co ta bi€n ra vo sO cOt bang va phi ching vé phia t61. To1 Tan
lwot tranh di tng cdi mot roi ngay lap tirc ddp trd bang cdch ning nhitng
vién ngéi dang nim day dwdi chan minh 1én bing phép thuat, va diéu khién
ching bay t&i chd co ta tr bdn phwong tdm hwdng.

Va giong nhw da doan dwore t6i s€ lam thé ngay te ddu, cd ta danh rot
tA't ca cdc vién ngdi bang nhitng tru biang ctia minh, sau dé bién ra mot tang
bang cwc lon gitra khong trung. Hinh nhw ‘T6i thoé bao’ dic biét thich
nhirng don ta'n cong st dung bang.

Tang bing 1on d6 dwoc ném thing t&i chd toi, the” nhung nhitng don
tan cong v&i kich thwdc qua Ion nhw vay tuy nhin c6 vé ra't dang sor, nhuwng
thyc t€'1a chéng c0 may tac dung.

T6i cwoi 1€n choi bay va nhe nhang tranh khoi né. Thay vao dé, nguyén
mot can nha da bi pha sap. Ma thoi, cling chgng sao.

N&u cac vién ngdi da vo dung, vay thi tdi s€ thir sit dung ca cdn nha d¢
tdn cong coO ta. The nhwng, ddi phwong van 1ong téc vo thwong. Ngay khi
can nha gan nhw va vao, c6 ta da dgng 1én mdt birc twong bang xung quanh
minh.

Qua nhién la ké cyc thich bang.

Dién bién tran chién ti€p sau d6 k&'ra thi ra't don gian.

Co ta dung ma thuit ti€p tuc tao ra bang, roi1 phi chung veé phia t6i. Con
toi thi vira tranh né, vira ding ma thudt nang 1én nhirng ngéi nha xung
quanh d6 va dap veé phia co ta.

D&1 phé véi mot ngweoi thich dung ma’y chiéu tdn cong hao nhoang nhw
cO ta, toi cling twong ty Iya chon nhirng cach tdn cong hao nhoang y hét.

Co ta van ti€p tuc tao ra bang nhw trrdc va hét 1én.

“Ké nhw c6— Ké nhw ¢6 dang 1€ ra nén bie¢n mat di!”

Viy sao.

“Po, c6 r6t cudc la dang ndi ai? Noi tdi sao? Hay dang néi chinh ban
than c6?”

............ Im mi€ng cho t61.” Co ta noi.

“Co c6 biét vi sao toi lai bi din dit vio dat nwdc nay khong? Bdi vi
day la da't nwdre c6 the thwe hién moi diéu wéc. Khdng cach nao tha thie cho
nhtrng ‘tdi’ ¢ the vo tw Iy thye hién nhirng chuyén du hanh ma khong hé



¢ bat ky ky rc kho dau nao, thé nén t6i da t&i day. Toi mudn khi€n cho
nhirng ‘t6i” khdc ciing phai n€m mui dau kho gidng t6i, nén mdi nha't dinh
phai di t&i noi nay - Thé nén, co cling phai chiu nhw vay.”

“P6 1a diéu wdce chia cd, chir khong phai ctia tdi.” Toi cd ging binh tinh
néi. “Pat nwdc nay vwa thye hién diéu wdc cda toi, thi dong thoi né cling
thye hién diéu woe chia ching ta. Thé nén ¢6 c6 suy nghi nhw vy la sai r'oi.
Vo6 cung, vO cung sai.”

Sau khi t&i da't nwde nay, cham mat véi ra't nhiu t6i khéc, toi da rit ra
dwo'c mot diéu.

‘T6i ti€u 4c ma’ - hay chinh la ngwoi thanh 14p nén da't nwdc nay,
khong phai da ting néi r'oi sao?

Pau c6 ai bi€t rd6 wéc mudn that sy cda ban than minh la gi.

C¢ 1€ trong sau thdm trdi tim ¢0 ta cling mong cho’ dwgrc mét Ian thim
lai nhirng da't nwdc nay ciing nén.

N6i cach khac, thay vi mong wdc “mudn trd thanh ngwoi giau ¢6” ma
t6i d& dang nghi t&i, sdu thim trong tim i dang wéc mong mot diéu khac
manh mé hon nhiéu.

“Th& nén...” Giong c0 ta run lén. “The& nén, rot cudc la c6 mudn ndi gi
ha! Co6 mudn ndi la c6 mot thir gi d6 da tap trung ta't ca ching ta lai day a!”

“Co6 van khong hiéu sao?” To6i hoi thzatng. “Hay la c0 c& tinh gid vo
khong hi€u?”

“Pung ¢6 coi toi 1a con ngdc!”

Sau d6.

C0 ta lai ti€p tuc phi bang veé phia toi.

Va toi thi lai tiép tuc bién khip noi trong dat nwdc nay thanh nhitng
dong gach vun.

Ching t6i so dd'u v&i nhau b?mg thwe Iwc mot cach khoc liét, cho du ma
thuédt c6 va cham nhau dén thé nao thi cling déu khdng thad’y hét dugc gidi
han. Thyc lwc cha tdi so v&i cd ta sau khi da ha guc ti't ca cac t6i khac chi
ngang bing dong nghia v&i viéc ti ¢ chiit y&u hon ¢ ta.

R'01, nhan ti€n, tuy c6 chut dot ngot.

Ban c6 biét cach két thic cua nhirng tran chi€n dai déng kéo dai khong
dut th€ nay trong lich s tw tred'c dé€n nay la thé” nao khong? Pai khai theo



to1 bi€t thi c6 hai cach.

Thir nha't 12 mot bén s& chién thdng toan dién. K& thing lam vua, ké
thua lam gidc, d6 1a cach két thic v&i nhirng tan dw toi t€. Néu nhw gitra
hai chung t61 don nhan céach két thuc do thi chfmg phai 12 diéu may mén gi.
Tran chién cua ching t6i chinh 1a ngang tai ngang strc, hoan toan khong c6
cdch phan dinh rach roi ai thing ai thua dwoc. N6i cich khéc, cach két thiic
dén cho ching toi chi con ¢6 mot.
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Tt lic chiing toi bit du trin chién thi dd qua vai tié€ng dong hd.

Khi chd y t&i thi ching téi da bién hon niva da't nwde nay thanh nhirng
dong gach vun, chinh x4c nhw y trén mat chw, va hién tai dang cung nhau
ngwde nhin 1€n bau troi.

Béu troi cao trong tya nhw vira méi trdi qua mot con bao, di€m xuyét
b&i nhitng 4ng may xdm dwoc 4nh ning chi€u ruc r& gior da bién thanh mot
mau gan nhu tring, vo cing quang dang.

Ca hai ching t6i déu gan nhw dung hét toan bd ma Iyc cia minh. Sau
khi cling diing hét td't cd nhirng gi minh ¢6 ma van khong th€ phén rd thién
ac, ca hai déu strc cung lyc kiét. Pay chinh la cach két thic thir hai, 1a th
ma ching t61 don nhan.

Va ¢6 doi khi, chor doi ching ta sau két cuc nay lai cheamg hé c¢6 mot thir
gi ca.

“... T6i rot cudc vi sao lai di toi da't nwde nay che?”

Co ta lam bam tw hoi.

“Trude d6, tdi s& néi cho cd biét dieu tdi da wde trong sdu thim trdi tim
minh khi t&i noi nay.”

T6i vira ngwde nhin 1€n bau troi vira noi.

“T6i, vi mudn gdp nhirng ‘t6i’ khac, nén da toi noi nay.”

B&i vi & da't nwde nay, diéu wdre cha toi s€ tréd thanh hién thyec.

Va t6i da vo cuing mong mudn dwoe nhin thd'y nhirng kha nang khac sé
xay ra.

Du hanh 1a mét cudc hanh trinh v&i mudn van nhirng cudc gap go va
nhirng Tan chia tay, va dong thoi ban cling phai lién tuc Iya chon. Quay dau



nhin lai, cé lic ban da 1o ddnh mat mot Tan gap go' thu vi, va ky la thay
ciing c¢6 khi ban bt gip toan nhitng ngudi quen biét.

Thé nhwng, n€u nhw t6i da khong 1o ma't co hoi gap go thu vi do, vay
moi chuyén sé& thanh thé nao? N&u nhuw t6i da khong bit gip nhirng ngudi
c6 quen biét v&i nhau, vay su viée tiép sau d6 s& bién thanh ra sao? Chic
chin 1a t6i dd wéc mong t&i nhitng kha ning c6 the &y. Chinh vi vy tdi
moi toi noi day, va gdp mét nhirng ‘t6i” khac.

“Th& nhung d6 cling khong th€ tréd thanh ly do d€ t6i t&i noi nay
dwoc.”

Khong khong.

“Cé6 th& chir. C6 chic chin ciing gidng v&i toi, van ludn mo uwdc vé
nhirng ‘tdi” khac. Chinh niém wdc ao @61 véi nhirng ‘t6i° da khong trai qua
nhitng sy thyc don dau & qué hwong dong h'd Rostorf da dan c6 t&i noi
nay.”

“Chéc chin c6 khong hé cim hin ching t6i nhw c¢6 vin nghi dau. Co
wdc mong vE mot kha nang khac ctia ban than ngoai chinh minh - mot ban
than khac khong ting trai qua nhirng sy viéc ddy dau kho, nén da toi day.
Céi ¢c6 mong mudn hoan toan khdong phai la gy thwong tich cho nhirng
‘toi” khac, ma dau d6 trong trdi tim, c6 cAu mong ring ban than minh cé
mot kha nang khac xay ra.”
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Céi ¢6 mong mudn khong phai la gy thwong tich cho ching t6i.

Ma c06 t&i day d€ chira lanh vét thwong ctia minh.

Chéc chén, cd ciling gidng nhw nhitng ‘t6i” khdc. Vi mudn biét nhitng
kha nidng c6 th€ xdy ra cua ban than khac véi minh hién tai nén méi nhat
quyét t&i noi nay.

“... Ban than nhw vdy... That ich ky.” C6 ta n6i nhw dang phé phan mot
ai d6 khac, chang phai minh.

“Viéc woc mong vé nhirng kha nang khac c6 th€ xdy ra cua ban than
khong phai 1a chuyén gi xau ca.”

Hon thé nwra.



“Tuy cb ndi ban than minh ich ky, nhwng & day thi cling chi ¢6é chinh
chung ta ma tho6i.”

Sau d6, tdi bit 13y tay cd AYy.

/Nhﬁ’ng ngén tay tring ndn thon gay khi bi t6i cham vao, trong khoanh
khic, hoi rut lai nhu dang phan khang, nhung sau d6 lai mic cho tdi nim
1.

“Co s€ nghe t6i ndi chir... Chuyén & dat nwdc do, khi toi tré lai muwoi
nam veé trwede.”

C6 Ay roi mét tir trén bau troi xudng nhin sang tdi.

T61 cling nhin lai ¢6 2y va noi.

“T6i vi lam diéu d6 nén mai toi ddy ma.”

Va, tran chién cta ching t6i da két thic nhw vay.

Mot cach két thiic khdng phan dinh ai thing ai thua.

Ma gidi quyé€t trong hoa binh.

Con day 1a nhirng chuyén xdy ra sau do.

T6i ciing v&i “To6i thd bao’ hay ciing cé the goi 1a “T6i téc ngén’, chiing
toi cung di tim giip nhirng ‘t6i’ khéac.

B&i vi cdc con phd” déu ta toi, sup d6 hét cd nén chiing toi lo rang liéu
cdc ‘toi’ khéac c6 ai d6 bi may toa nha hay nhirng tang bang dé 1én khong,
nhwng diéu tuyét voi la tdt cd moi nguoi déu khong viée gi.

“Nhung day qua la mot tran chién tuyét voi.”

“Cd c6 biét ching to6i da c& ging bao nhiéu d& c6 thé ciru ho ra khong
ha?”

“Mudn lam "dm 1 thi cling ¢6 gidi han thoi chi!”

“Tw ban than ching ta di danh nhau, qua that l1a chuyén ngu ngdc.”

“D0 ngodc.”

N6i tom lai thi ta't cd da dwge giai ctru.

Va nhtrng ‘t6i” khac déu da dworc nhirng ‘t6i° khac dwa tré lai hoang
cung.
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Nhan tién thi, nhitng ‘t6i’ vira Tam ram y ki€n nay no chinh la nhirng t6i
da gidp ctru nhirng ‘t6i’ khac.

R6t cudce thi ho da & day va lam gi cho tdi tan ldc nay chi? C6 vé nhu
ho van ludn ling 1€ an minh trong di't nwdc nay va quan sat moi chuyén
xay ra.

Vi dd ¢6 qud nhiéu ‘t6i’ roi, nén chdc chin cdc c6 dy chinh la nhitng toi
tw cho rang minh chi ¢an déng vai tro ngwoi qua dwong la dua.

“Thé& nhung lai ¢6 nhi€u t6i dén thé nay co’ a? Cam gidc that ky quéi.”

Nghe th@y t61 n6i1, “T61 nhiét tinh’ dép lai.

“Lai ntra ha? Sao & day ai ciing cai trang thanh t6i hét vay? To6i chi
mudn c¢é mot ban than minh théi khong dwoc sao?”

Tham chi t&i gior, cd 4y van tiép tuc d€ dau 6¢ minh trdi dat trong mot
th& gidi that an nhan.

“Vay, trr gior ¢d dinh lam gi? “T6i ti€u 4c ma’ - Hay nén ndi la toi ra't
gidng 4c ma do, theo nhw ¢d ta néi thi van con thoi gian khodng mot ngay
nwra ma.”

‘T6i tri tué’ day day gong kinh va ndi, khi€n nhirng ‘Toi ngwoi qua
dwong’ hién 1én vé mat day quai di.

“C6 ctr thé' tin ‘T6i nhin nhw 4c ma’ dworc ha?”

“Co a4 day mui kha nghi ludn 4.”

“C0 ta tuyét do1 la dang che gid'u cai gi do.”

“Chéc chén 12 c6 4 dang che mit ta't ca ching ta.”

T61 ciing cho 1a vay.

Th& nhung.

“P0i cach noi khac thi ¢é nghia 1a trong mdt ngay t&i du chuing ta c6
lam gi cling khéng van dé ding khong? Gidi han ctia da't nwde nay la ba
ngay, dong nghia v&i sau ba ngay sé xdy ra chuyén gi d6 khong t6t ma?”

“Ra vay.”

“Qua nhién la ngwoi duy nhat cé th€ tw xung la nhan vét chinh cé
khéic.”

“Vay la ba ngay nay chiing ta ctr & day la dwore ding khdong?”

“Khong can tra tién tro that qua t6t luén.”



Nhirng ‘Toi ngreoi qua dwong’ d6 du gi van ¢6 tinh cdch gidng hét toi,
dé6 1a n€u da khong ki€m ra thi khong nén phung phi xa xi, nén hau nhw ai
cling vo cung thich thd v&i mot da't nwdc ma ba't ¢ cdi gi cling mién phi.
Thé& cho nén, tat ca ching t6i ngay hom d6 déu di dao choi khip noi trén
nhitng con phd. An nhitng tht minh mudn &n va udng nhitng thi minh
mudn udng.

Sau khi vui choi thda thich, dién cudng khip noi, téi vira mot tay cam
mot ly reoru nho, vira dieng tredre ta't ca ‘toi” khac.

“Moi nguoi, vui choi nhwr vy ciing khong van dé gi. Nhung ¢6 mot
chuyén, khong bi€t moi ngwoi ¢6 the’ nghe dé xua't ctia toi hay khong?”

N&€u chi vui choi thdi thi that 1ang phi.

“Moi ngwoi, trong tdi 4o choang ciia moi ngwoi ¢6 sO nhat ky chi?”

Vay nén chiing ta hay thir cing nhau tao nén nhirng h'6i trc ngay ca khi
dang dugc bao quanh b&i nhirng h'6i &c du hanh di.

M®di nguwoi chiing t6i déu ¢6 cudn nhat ky cta riéng minh.

Qua nhién, mdi ngwoi ching tdi déu da bwdc 1én nhitng cAu chuyén
khéc nhau, vi du khi t6i con dang trdi qua mot ngay chi c6 sy buon té va
nham chan, thi mot ‘t6i” khéc lai cé mdt cudc gdp go' dinh ménh, ra't nhié€u
cau chuyén khac nhau.

Hoac nhw khi tdi trdi qua nhirng ngay gian don, chi la di tham quan thap
ddng h'6 clia Rostorf, thi ‘t6i téc ngin’ lai phai trdi qua nhirng h'di trc dau
don. Chinh nhw thé’, ching toi tuy déu la ‘tdi’, nhung lai dwoec ndi két voi
nhtrng ciu chuyén khac nhau.

Néu c6 th€ tdp hop hét nhirng cudn nhét ky ctia moi nguwoi thi sé thd vi
dén khdéng ngo, chuyén nay ngay tw lic toi gip go voi ‘“Toi nhiét tinh’ va
ciing di vé phia hoang cung d3 nghi t&i r'oi. Pang nao thi chiing toi van con
tan mot ngay, nén hay bi€n twdng twong dé thanh sy that di.

Ching toi cung tip trung tai can phong lon trong hoang cung, va
chuyén tay doc nhat ky ctia nhau.

“Ra la vay. O dat nude cb vat gid cao thi chi can gia lam thay boéi 1a
dwoc nhi...”

“C6 Frann cho di ¢6 gp ‘t6i’ nao thi cling van nhw vy ha.”

“Vin ct gid bd 1am mot ngwdi vo dung chang thay ddi gi.”



“A, da't nwde ciia nhirng ngwoi thanh that...”
“Saya cua da't nwdc nay dang yéu nha't nhat ludn.”
“C0 dang noi cdi gi the€" ha?”

“Bién loan nha't thi c6.”

29

“R0 rang la nhan vong cO ngwoi ta tang roi vui nhw the’ ma dam ndi...
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“A_O_7

“Thé& r6t cude 1a vi sao “Tdi ghoul’ lai tré thanh ghoul dwoc vay?”

“Hinh nhw c6 &y da khong trdn thodt khéi khu vwon dia dang cda
ngwoi chét thi phai.”

“Ngoc that do.”

“bung qua.”

“Nhan tién thi sao c0 lai deo bang bit mét vay?”’

“Pay la vi con rong den.”

“Qi troi, thoi giim di.”

“O'nay sao nguc ¢ to vay?”

“Pay la nhét d€m bong vao.”

“Oi troi, mién di.”

T6i vira nhin canh twong ching to6i ngdi ngay trén dat va on ao hoi
chuyén nhau, vira ng'di xudng trén ngai vang.

“Pung nhw da htra, hay k€ t6i nghe di. Cau chuyén cda ¢6.”

Ng6i trén tay vin cua ngai vang va dwa vai vao phia sau gh€’, “T6i toc
ngdn’ 14y cudn nhat ky ti trong 4o choang ra. “O’ da't nude do, toi...”

Sau d6, t6i nhan 18y cu6n nhat ky c¢6 ay dwa cho, va dwa lai nhat ky cta
minh. R'6i ching t6i ngay sau dé cting doc nhirng cau chuyén cia nhau.

Co6 ra't nhiéu di€m gidng voi ta't ca cac ‘toi” khac.

O nhitmg dat nwde ching tdi ting t&i thim, gip tAt ca nhitng nguoi
chiing t6i da teng gdp. Vi du nhu & da't nwde ctia phu thay, toi gdp go Saya,
& da't nwdc cia nhirng ngwoi thanh that lai gdp lai Tan nira. C nhw vy,
chiing t6i & nhirng da't nwdc gidng nhau, gap nhirng ngwoi gidng nhau.

Va cling nhw th€’, chia tay nhirng ngwoi do.



Thém nita, c6 1& 14 dwong nhién ciing nén, 1y do bét dau chuyén du
hanh cua ching t6i ciing giéng nhau, ngay ca thay day phép thuit cling
giong. Trir nhirng di€m v6 cing nhd nhdt gan nhw khong thady dwoe khac
biét, ta't ca chiing t6i tir viec hAm md nr phu thdy trong “Nhirng chuyé&n
phiéu lwu cta Nike” cho t¢i sau d6 da theo ¢6 Frann tip sy déu giong hét
nhau. Sau khi tdt cd moi ngwoi da doc xong hét nhirng ciu chuyén cda
nhau, ai d6 dot nhién dé xuat.

“Né&u bién nhitng ghi chép nay thanh sich thi s& thid vi Iim day? Cam
gidc giong nhw “Nhirng chuyén phi€u lwu cta Nike” vay.”

Khong mot ai phan ddi d€ xudt nay, ma néi ding hon la tdt cd moi
ngwoi déu mang theo cho’ mong va gt dau dong y.

Ti€éu dé cua cudn sach duwoc quyét dinh cudi cling.

R&t nhi€u dé xuat vé ti€u dé dwoc dwa ra, nhung cudi cung ta't ca
quyét dinh 18y y twdng cda tdi trong ra't nhi€u Iwa chon do.

Tuy n€u mo6 phdng theo cudn “Nhirng chuyén phi€u lwu ctia Nike” r'oi
de’ la “Nhirng chuyén phiéu lwu cta Elaina” ciing kha hay, nhwng nhu vay
thi s& che gidu nhitng 16i TAm trong qué khir ddy x4u h6 ma mot ai do, &
dau d6 mudn xoa di, va cling s€ chaalng cé ti sang tao nao ca.

Qua nhién, v&i mot ngwei thich néi di ndi lai nhw tdi thi mot ti€u dé
ki€u lap di lap lai la thich hop nha't.

Thé nén, tiéu dé cudn sach dwoc chon la.

“Nhung chuyén du hanh ctia ntt phu thay”.

Budi sang ngay thir ba.

Phén 1&n trong s& ‘tdi” (ddc biét 1a cac “Téi ngwoi qua dwong’) da phan
do6i kich liét viéc roi khoi dat nwde nay, thé nhung tw gio trd di s€ xdy ra
chuyén gi, khéng ai bi€t ca. Vay nén, tdi sau khi da dwa cho moi ngwoi
cuon “Nhirng chuyén du hanh cta ntr phu thuy” thi da phai nira k€u goi nira
cwong ép dudi ho di.

Va nguoi phai chiu trach nhiém cho viéc da khién noi nay do nat nhw
vy 12 tdi va ‘T6i téc ngén’ thi & lai day, di xung quanh tim ki€m xem liéu
c6 con ‘tdi’ nao khac dang lan trdn hay khong.

“Pa khong con ai & day ntra r'oi nhi?”



“Chic 1a vay.”

Toi gat dau véi “Toi téc ngén’.

C6 &y nhin t6i mdt chit roi quay lai nhin da't nwdc nay. Ching toi hién
dang & trén mot con phd con chwa bi pha hiy hoan toan va doi cho binh
minh 1€n. Mdi té¢c vOn mau xam cta cd 8y nhu6m mau dé twoi. Pwgc bao
boc trong mot khung canh dep nhw vy nhwng vé mét co Yy lai day co liéu.

“Tiép sau diy c6 dy dinh lam gi?” Nghe t6i hoi, cd 'y so’ 1én madi téc bi
cit ngin ctia minh.

“Toi dinh s€ di 18y lai téc. Gior ¢6 1€ né van dang dworc gﬁn cho mdt con
buip bé nao d6.”

“Viy sao?”

“ff. Ma du sao thi tén to6i pham ciing d bi bit r'doi, nén gio toi chi phai
tim con biip bé nwra thoi.”

“Né’u tim dworc thi tot.”

“U.”

Ca hai ching t6i déu da khong thdt ra voi nhau 1o twe biét nao. Von di
d6i phwong ciing chinh 1a ban than t6i, nén chao tw biét gi d6 that 1a mot
chuyén quai la. N6i tam biét v&i mdt ngwoi ma chi ¢én nhin vao trong
guong thi ba't ky ldc nao ta ciling ¢6 th€ gap dwoc, chuyén d6 qua stee ky di.

Céi d6, n6i chung chi 12 vé nguyén tic thoi.

Con sy that 1a do ching tdi khong hé mudn ndi loi chia tay.

Thé nén.

“Cam on. Elaina.”

Co ay noi.

“Khong c6 gi. Elaina.”

Va t6i dap lai.

Chi trao cho nhau nhirng 101 nhw vy, roi cd Yy cling roi khodi da't nwde
nay.

T61 con ¢6 mot viéc cudi cung can lam.

“T6i hién gio chi con lai ¢c6 mot minh théi.”



Toi cat giong véoi mdt ai d6. Trong ca dat nwde da chim lai vao trong
im lang, giong ndi cua t6i vang that xa, c¢6 1€ du td6i1 khong cao giong néi thi
né van c6 th€ vang vong ra khip ca nudc.Va sy that 13 ngudi ma téi dang
cho d4 nghe tha’y tié€ng goi va that sy da d&n chd toi.

V&i hai cdi strng xoén lai trén dAu cling d6i cdnh nhw cdnh doi dap
phach phach sau lwng, cd ta dap xudng tredc mt toi.

“Nguwot goi ta?”

“T6i ti€u 4c ma’ & ngay do.

“Ping. B&i vi toi nhat dinh mudn néi chuyén nay véi ¢d.”

“Nhung ta lai khdng c6 chuyén gi d€néi v&i nguoi ca.”

“......0 Toi li€c nhin cb ta khi c6 ta vin dang c& néi dua. “Toi gitra
ching cho't nhan ra than phén that cta co6.”

“Trwdc khi binh luidn vé than phén thit cda ta thi ta mudn ngwoi chiu
trach nhiém cho viéc da bi€n da't nwdc cua ta thanh d6 nat toi mic nay.”

Pung cé dua.

“Noi nay la dat nwde trong mo co ma? Vay nén tdi nghi dau c6 trach
nhiém gi can phai chju.”

Sau khi t&i da't nwde dwege goi 1a “cd the thwe hién cac diéu woce”, roi
sau d6 gap ti't ca cac ‘tdi’, hon thé nira, quy mo cua da't nwde nay chinh la
tong hop tat cd nhirng dat nwdc toi twng di qua, to hién trang & day bi
chong chéo ra't nhi€u nhirng hién tweng, sy vat khong thé€ nao giai thich
dworc, to1 da cho ra dwgc mot két luan.

Noi day la thé gidi trong mo clia toi, va gid’c mo nay cung ti't cd moi
thi trong day déu do “Tdi ti€u 4c ma’ dang & ngay tried'c mat cho toi tha'y.

Tuy n6 hoti lac de.

Nhwng chi ¢6 nhw vy méi giai thich dwore hét moi chuyén.

“Tw hién trang ctia dat nwdc nay - hién trang gidng nhw tdt ca nhirng gi
1y twdng nha't duwgc cha't chong 1én nhau, t6i da nhd ra chuyén xay ra &
mot di't nwdre no.”

Ta't cd ngwoi dan da't nwdc d6 déu roi vao trong gidc mo’ clia minh, ta't
ca moi ngwoi déu ngd say, chi duy nha't c6 mdt thi€u nix con sét lai, mot
ciu chuyén vé mot da't nwdre bu'dn tham.



T&'t cd nhirng ngwoi dan yén binh chim trong trong gid’c ngdt déu mo’
thd’y mot gid’c mo’ 1y twdng do mot 4c ma tao ra, va sau ba ngay ho déu ctr
nhw vay chét di.

Ba ngay.

Vwra ding v&i thoi han ma “Toi ti€u 4c ma’ néu ra.

“Co can thiép vao trong gidc mo clia con ngwoi, giam gitt ho trong
chinh th& gidi Iy twdng cia ho r'oi cwdp 18y sinh mang cia nhirng ngwoi
d6. Va t6i cling la mét trong nhirng ngwoi bi ¢6 16i kéo vao - tdi néi ¢
ding khong?”

“0 6.7 C6 ta khé nhoén miéng cwdi va lic d4u. “Th& nhwng c6 mot
chit khac biét d6. Nguwoi khdng phai chi don thuin 1la mdt ngwoi trong s6
do dau.”

“Diing that. B&i vi ba ngay van chwa hoan toan trdi qua ma.”

Van con vai ti&€ng nita mdi hét ba ngay.

“Vay thi ngeoi dinh lam gi nao? Cr ¢ lai noi nay va ngoan ngoan trd
thanh mot phéan dinh dwong cho ta ha?”
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That ra viéc d4p pha da't nwde ndy dén do vé chi 1a nglu nhién, nhung
viéc t0i duoi ta't ca nhirng t6i khac di thi lai c6 suy xét ky ca.

Co6 1é, nhirng ‘t6i’ xuad't hi€n Ian nay chinh la nhirng ‘t6i’ cua mot kha
nang khac cé th€ xdy ra dwoc tdi hién tw nhirng ky rc cha t6i. N6i cach
khac, d6 chinh la nhirng két qua cta ‘t6i’ khi theo dudi nhirng kha nang
khac.

“Oy day da tré thanh mot thé gidi trong mor ma khong con ba't ky mét
‘t6i’ ndo, d6ng nghia ring noi day da khong th€ thue hién dwoc mong wére
cua toi. Nén t6i cling khong con 1y do gi d€ lwu lai trong gid’c mo’ nay nira.”

“Nguoi da chuan bi xong hét ca roi a... That dang ti€c. Ta da mong cho
dwoe thuedng thire sinh ménh cta nir phut thiy d€ xem nd ngon dén thé&
nao.”

“Néu co chi dung cdi thu doan tam bo thé’ nay ma mudn bi€n nir phu
thay thanh chat dinh deong cho minh thi chi mang hi€u qud nguoc lai
thoi.” Néi roi tdi nim 1y diia phép.

“Nao, mau dwa toi roi khoi da't nwdc nay! Néu khong...”



“Néu khong thi ngwoi s€ tdn cong ta ha? Ha ha ha, nguwoi ng6c that
day.”

Co ta cwoi khanh khach r'oi néi.

“Nguoi chi ¢an di ra khodi canh cong mot cach binh thwong 1a ¢6 the tré
veé th& gidi ban dau do.

“Von di ta khdong c¢6 ngin can nhirng ai t&i dy, va cling khong hé niu
gitr nhirng ngwoi mudn rovi di. N&u ho mudn tr6n khoi day thi ci trdn di 1a
dwoc.”

Co ta pha't phat tay.

“...CO van ludn ding cdch nay d€ dn sinh ménh cta nhiéu ngwdi sao?”

Sau khi k&t thiic thoi han ba ngay, ¢6 ta s€ dn sinh mang cua tat ca
nhirng ngwoi con y dinh lwu lai.

“Ping la vay da’y. PB6 la cach ta chuan bj btra dan cia minh.”

“LaYy sinh mang con nguoi la thirc dn sao? Pha hdy sinh ménh cuda ca
nhirng ngwoi vo tdi, cd nhw vy khong phai 1a 4c ma tdi 4c sao?”

“Pdi voi ta ma ndi, sinh mang con nguoi don gian chi 1a mot loai thye
pham. Ngwoi ¢6 tha'y ¢6 161 khi dn thit céc loai gia stic gia cAm khong?”

“Vé mdt d6 dang noi riang khong hiéu dwoc diéu ta néi ding khong. Ta
cling nghi chang ¢an nguwoi hi€u dwgc. Mot sinh vat nhw ta toe nhirng diéu
co’ ban nhat thi da khac voi con nguoi cac ngwoi roi. Ngay twe dau ta da
khong h€ nghi chiing ta c¢6 th€ hi€u nhau.”

“... That dang ti€c. N&u c6 st dung strc manh d6 mot cach hiéu qua hon
thi ¢4 1€ sé c6 ich v&i con nguoi cling nén...”

“Ha ha ha. Qua nhién nguoi ding la d6 ngdc.”

C6 ta thing thing.

“Tai sao ta lai phai phuc vu cho nhtrng thi sic vat chr?”

—Tw nhirng di€u co’ ban nha't thi da khac nhau.

Qua nhién la vay, c6 Ié 4&c ma ding la nhw vay that.

“A, phai roi phii roi. Tuy nguoi khong lwu lai ddy nhung cé mét
chuyén t&'t ta mudn ndi cho ngwoi nghe.”

“La chuyén gi...?”



Pay 1a chuyén chi ngay trede khi toi roi khdi do.

Co ta van v&i thai dd thong tha nhwr khong, than nhién nai.
“Nguoi da téi noi nay, khong chi ¢6 mét minh ngwoi dau.”
Ma la ta't ca cac ‘nguoi’ that sy do, co ta noi.

Béu troi cao trong tya nhw vira méi trdi qua mét con bao, di€m xuyét
bd&i nhitng 4ng miy x4m dwoc dnh ning chigu ryc r& bién thanh mdt mau
gan nhw tring, vd cling quang dang.

Nhirng con gié gao thét chay lwdt qua trén nhirtng dong cd, tao thanh
trng lan song mau xanh nhan nhat. Pha't qua mi 1a hoi théd cia ngay dau
Xuin v&i nhitng tia ndng 4m 4p van con 1an d4u d6 chiit hrong vi cia mua
dong. Mau xanh da tréi va xanh 14 cdy, lai thém chidt mau tring, td't cd phan
chi&u lai trong mét toi.

“Noi nay la...”

Toi dang ndm nga say gitta mdt canh dong cd. RSt cude toi di ngh
quén tw ldc nao? Ky wc tredc khi ngt quén that mo h'd, td6i khong tai nao
nh& ra dwoe. Tai sao, vi nguyén nhan gi ma t6i lai ndm ngi gitra canh d'ong
c6 thé nay?

Tuy thé&’, nhirtng gi xdy ra khi dang ng t6i lai nhé rd mon mot.
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bén day, toi chot nght ra.

B&i vi khong th€ nh¢ ra nhirng ky rc triedre khi ngt, t6i mé cuén nhat
ky ctia minh ra. Mot d6 dung vo cung tién loi nhitng khi ky trc khong 1o
rang. Va qua nhién no c6 & trong 4o choang.

“Céi nay...”

Khi Tan mo vao trong tii 4o choang, t6i 18y ra dwo'c cudn nhat ky cta
minh cling v&i mot quyén sdch. Trang bia chi don gidn dwoc gin vao, va
trén d6 c6 ghi mot tiéu dé€ cung voi tén cua toi. Chir viét tay.
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Khong nghi ngO’ g1 day chinh 1a quyén sich ma chung toi da lam ra
trong gidc mo. A, nhic m&i nhé thi td't ca nhitng ngwdi xudt hién trong
gid’c mo déu c6 cam theo mot thir gi d6 thi phai...



Ra vay, treong hop cla t6i 1a cam theo quyén sach nay sao. Sau do, toi
nhin qua nhin lai ca hai cudn r'oi quyét dinh ca't lai mdt cuén vao trong tdi
ao choang.

“Nhat ky ctr d€ sau cling duorc di...”

Poi doc xong cudén sach nay roi toi s€ lai ti€p tuc chuyén du hanh cta
minh. Chi m6t chiit thoi gian vay thdi nén cling khong ¢6 van dé gi dau.

Hon ntra, hién gio t6i that sy ¢6 doi chit mudn hoai niém lai nhirng h'di
trc triedre kia.

Thé nén t6i ng'6i bét gitra dong cd. Nhanh chéng 14t trang bia cia cuén
sach nhw thé' né bi con gié mat mé nao dé thoi qua. Va & d6, qua nhién cau
chuyén cua t6i cling dworc ket noi.
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