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R&ng thiéng Tadasu gitta dém gidng t&. Phd Pontocho c¢O kinh bén
dong song Kamogawa ém dém. Hoi dot Ita Gozan ryc sang mang theo
nhirng h'6i &c. Con dwong Karasuma chim trong trdn bao hoa anh dao. Va
nhirng vo regru Denki Bran tuy 1a hang gid nhwng 1am cho mudn nguwoi say
mé, con tré thanh nguyén liéu dwa mot cin phong bay 1én trovi. ..

O mot Kyoto nhw thé” da dién ra cAu chuyén vé mot gia dinh ky lg gom
nhitng con chdon Tanuki ¢6 kha ning thay hinh ddi dang. B6n anh em mbi
ngurdi mot tinh va ngwdi me diy 4p tinh thwrong, ho cling nhau c& ging
han gén 156 hong d€ lai sau sy ra di clia ngudi cha. V&i ngodi bit tran day
tinh cdm, Morimi d3 dwa nguwdi doc d&n vdi mot Kyoto ddy sic mau, ciia

thién nhién, ciia con ngwoi va ctia nhirng nhan vat khong-han-la-nguoi.

“Viéc trong nguoi ching toi nha't dinh dang chdy ‘dong mdu ngdc
ngh&ch’ d6, ching t6i khong thdy xau hd' du chi mdt [an. Chiing tdi ¢ the
ném trdi niém vui hay ndi budn khi di qua th& gidi yén binh nay, ta't ca la
do dong méu ngdc nghéch d6 mang lai. Cha cua chiing t6i, cha cua cha
ching t6i, th& roi cha cua cha cda ching t6i nira, nhirng Tanuki dong doi
Shimogamo doi doi bi dong méau ngdc nghéch Ay thdi thic, lic thi hda
than thanh nguwoi, ldc thi choi kham Thién cau, khi thi tregt nga roi xuéng
n'oi 1au sit dang soi. Piéu dé chzatng c6 gi dang xau ho hét, thAm chi con

dang tw hao.”



Mé ddu

V ao thoi tri vi cia Thién hoang Kanmu*, rat nhiéu ngwoi da bd manh
dat Manyo* lai sau lung d€' kéo vé Kyoto sinh song.

Bon ho dyng 1€n thanh do, gia tang sinh né, tranh doat chinh quyén, e
s¢’ than linh, nwong twa vao Phat, hét vé tranh ngam tho, lai dung dao
guwom 16e sang ma chién dd'u véi nhau. Cudi cling ho phéng hda thiéu rui
phd phrong r'oi ch:flng ma’y chdc tai thi€t ma khong bi€t chén, lai gia tang
sinh né&, doc tinh lyc vao ban budn, hirng thi trau d'6i hoc van, vui long
man nguyén voi thoi dai thai binh. Ho vira kinh hai tredc b6n con thuyén
hoi nwoe da lai 14p tirc ba't can phong hda thi€u rui thanh phd™, sau d6 can
man x4y dyng lai dwdi khau hiéu “Vin minh khai héa™*. Ho lai veot qua
thoi dai chién tranh cudi cung cling t&i, méi cwoi da khéc, méi khoc da
cwoti, trdi qua bao nhiéu chuyén ma di t&i thoi dai hién nay.

Tw khi Thién hoang Kanmu dinh ra d6 thanh d¢ vwong dén gio da la
mot ngan hai trdm ndm roi.

Nguwoi ta néi rang ngly nay, & thanh phd Kyoto ¢6 khodng mdt triéu
nam tram ngan ngwoi sinh song.

Nhwng hay chor da, mdt chut thoi.

Theo Truyén ké’ Heike* trong s6 nhirng vo si, quy tdc va tang I tranh dau
& da't kinh d6 chat hep nay ¢c6 mot phéan ba 1a h'6 ly, con mdt phan ba la
Tanuki*. Nghe néi mot phan ba con lai ciing 12 do Tanuki mdt minh dién
hai vai. N&u nhw th€ thi Truyén ké’ Heike khong phai la chuyén ctia Con

ngwoi, ma ding ra 1a cdu chuyén cda ching ta. Ba con cd bac, hay tw hao
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ma dong dac tuyén bd 1én di ndo. Ring khong phai dong gidng Tanuki phu
thudc vao lich st cia Con nguei, ma la Con nguwoi phu thudc vao lich st
cua chung ta.

Twng ¢6 vi tredng 1o tuyén bd nhirng loi doi trd tung troi &y, vé voi
nén mot thir lich s gia doi. Khong c¢an phai néi, d6 chinh 1a mot con
Tanuki.

Ong cu &y rat ram 16ng, thay vi tredng 13o thi phai goi 12 cuc banh
16ng xdm x6p ldn lan phia sau dién A di da cua chua Chion thi ding hon.
Nam ngodi, trong luc chgng ai d€'y, ong cu da hoa thanh mot cyc banh 16ng
that s, chflng biét twr khi nao da héa ra mdt con Tanuki & Bach Ngoc Lau*,
chuyén d6 van cdOn mdi trong Ky e toi.

Maic du maYy the vé Truyén ke’ Heike chaamg la gi ngoai gid’c mdng cua
mot cuc banh 10ng da gan da't xa troi, nhung by gior van con nhiéu Tanuki
bo 10m ngdm sinh sdng gitta da't Lac Trung*. Doi khi chiing con song 1an
day d6 gitra Con nguoi nira. Cling nhw vai trd nhd trong Truyén ké’ Heike
ngay trede, Tanuki lic ndo ciing hay bit chwde Con ngudi.

Tanuki va Con nguoi da cung nhau lam nén lich st ctia thanh phd nay -
cting ¢6 con Tanuki da n6i nhw viy.

Nhwng hay cho da, mét chit thoi.

Bau troi bao boc trén d6 thanh d& veong tir xwa d€n nay von la lanh dia
cua bon ta.

Bon ta bay lwon trén khdng trung tw do tw tai, phd ra quyén uy cua
Thién cAu* ma nhd nuwdc bot xudng ha gidi, dit miii ddm dong bo 16m
ngdm sinh sdng trén mat da't. Nhan loai tAm thwong kia lu6n 1om giong réu

rao vé nhirng thanh tich ctia ban than, lam ra vé nhw ty ching da mot tay
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nhao nan nén lich s& vdy. That ngd ngan. That dang cwoi. Ngay ca khi
dugc bon Tanuki dwa cdnh tay ram 16ng ra gitp do, cdi thit Con nguoi chi
can thoi mot cdi 1a bay mat thi 1am dwoc tro trong gi? Dau 12 thién tai hay
loan lac, ta't cd déu tudn theo y mudn ctia nhirng ké s6ng gitra ma dao bon
ta. Van ménh qudc gia nim trong 1ong ban tay bon ta.

Hay nhin I1&€n dinh nhirtng ngon ndi bao boc quanh thanh phd’. Hay kinh
so’ bon ta, nhirng ké song trén thién gidi di.

C6 ké da ngao man tuyén bd nhw vay.

Khong can phdi néi cling bi€t, d6 chinh 1a mdt Thién cau.

Con nguwoi song trong thanh phd’, Tanuki bo trén mat da't, Thién cau bay
lwon gitra troi.

Tw lic doi d6 dén Heian, moi viéc mai duy tri nhw vay tao thanh thé&
chin vac cin bang gitta Con ngwdi, Tanuki va Thién cau.

biéu d6 da khi€n banh xe vi dai cua thanh ph6 nay quay.

Thién cau day db Tanuki, Tanuki Itra bip Con ngwdi, Con nguoi kinh
so' Thién caui. Thién caui bat céc Con ngudi, Con ngwdi nad'u 14t Tanuki,
Tanuki dit biy Thién cau.

Banh xe ctr th&” quay vong vong.

Nhin banh xe d6 luan chuyén la chuyén vui vé hon moi diéu gi khac
trén doi.

Té6i 1a thir dwoec ngwoi ta goi 1a Tanuki, nhwng qua kiéu hanh d€ lam
mot con Tanuki tAm thwong, t6i ngeong mo tir xa loai Thién cau, va ciling
ra't yéu thich viéc bi€n hinh thanh Con nguoi.

Ct nhw thé’ mdi ngay cia tdi ra't nhon nhip, chang ¢6 thoi gian rdnh @€



tha’y bu6on chan.



Chuong mdt
N thdn cba Noryo-Yuka

ﬂién cau no da vé hwu, sdng & mot can ho trong “Chung cuw
Masugata” nam phia Béc phd mua sim Demachi.

Ong Ay hau nhw chglng bao gid ra ngoai. Ong ¢ mua ca ddng nguyén
liéu tir phd” mua sdm, r'oi tuy ti€n cho td't vao n'01 nau thanh mot moén chao
ky di, vat vo kéo dai cudc song. Ong ciing di c6 tudi roi. T xwa dén nay
ong ghét bon tim khong ai sdnh bang, nhung dii ¢ cha x4t lan da kho dét
nhv khé myc d€n may ciing chglng rot ra ti bui ban nao. Long kiéu hanh
cao voOi voi nhw bau troi mua thu, nhwng lai chglng tr minh lam dwoc ba't
ky diéu gi. Nhirng nim triedrc diy, ong 4y van ri't tw man vé sitc manh
than thong c6 th€ vin xodn van ménh qudc gia ty theo y mudn cta minh,
nhung 6ng da danh mat né lau 18m r6i. Tinh duc vin sung méin, nhung
ning lyc theo dudi doi sdng yéu dwong ciing da mat tir 1au. Ong &Yy hay
phoi ra vé médt cdu kinh ma nha'm nhdp rwou vang ngot Akadama*, roi
trong lic d6 k€ chuyén vé 1t Con ngwei ngu ngdc trede diy chay tan loan
khép noi trong thoi chién tranh. Ong 16i tir chuyén thoi Bakumatsu® dén
chuyén loan Onin*, r'6i nhdy tr loan Onin sang ti€p chuyén sup do cta nha
Taira, vira m&i chuyén sup d0 cia nha Taira lai d&n chuyén thoi
Bakumatsu. Hau nhw chealng theo mdt c4i mach nao. Ong &y chzaing con ra
hdn sinh vat c6 da ¢6 thit, gan nhw hda thach dén noi roi. Ai ciing bao
chic 6ng 4’y s& mau mau ma héa thach that thoi.

Moi nguoi goi 6ng la sw phu Akadama. Vi Thién cau d6 chinh 1a an sw

cua toi.
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Nhirng con Tanuki s6ng & Kyoto déu hoc cach doc viét, tinh toan, cach
thirc bi€n hinh, k¥ ndng bién ludn, cach tan tinh cic ¢6 em tré tudi tw loai
Thién cau. Vi & Kyoto c6 rat nhiéu Thién c4u sinh séng, nén ciing c6 hing
ha sa s& treong phai. Thién cau Kurama & ndi Kurama la n6i danh nhat, la
noi tu hdi ciia nhitng ké goi la tdng 1&p tinh hoa. Tuy nhién sw phu
Akadama cua nudi Nyoigadake cling noi ti€ng chéng kém gi. Sw phu con
mang céi tén ltrng 13y 12 Nyoigadake Yakushibo*.

Tuy gio thi cling 12 chuyén xwa lic xwa lo r6i, nhung ngay truedc sw
phu Akadama da twng mwon giang dwong cua treong dai hoc, thu gom
Tanuki lai d€ day do.

Trong mot gidng dwong theo kigu bac thang mé mo t6i ndim & mot gbe
tredng hoc, sw phu ddi dién véi 1 hoc sinh ngdi thanh hang ngay ngén, tu
do bi€u 10 ca tinh cua loai Thién cau, pho treong vé tw cao ty dai. L hoc
tro chéc ciing chealng c6 1o phan nan gi, bdi vi ldc &y sw phu van 1a ¢6 uy
nghiém that sw. Li€u d6 1a sy uy nghiém c¢6 dwgc nho phd treong bé
ngoai, hay 1a vi sw phu vdn da c6 uy nghiém nén mdi ¢ thé phd treong?
Tw chuyén sw phu khong ¢An trd 101 ma van ¢ th€ trdn dp nhirng nghi
hodc vo dung ki€u nay, c6 the thd'y d6 chinh la sy uy nghi€ém hang that gia
that.

Sw phu midc mot bd canh hoanh trang khong c6 18y mot n€p nhan,
grrong mit khé dim dim, vira nhin cham cham hang ciy ngoai ctra s& nhw
mudn an troi nud't sdng chiing vira néi thao thao. Dang da’p cuia sw phu lic
Ay that khién t6i nhung nhé. Sw phu ludn 1dp di 1dp lai rang tao khinh miét

cd ddm chiing may. Cling néi rang khong chi la li chiing may, ngoai triv
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chinh bdn than tao ra, ai ai tao ciing khinh miét hét.

Co6 thé ty do ty tai bay lwgn trén troi, chi ¢an thich 1a thoi ra dong bao,
b4t céc thidu nit minh thdy vira mét, nhd nwdc bot vao moi sy trén the’
gian. DS 12 nhitng ngay huy hoang ctia sw phu Akadama. Ching ai ¢6 thé
hinh dung dwg'c mot bac sw phy nhr vdy ma chéng may choc s€ sa nga
cung cuc, dén ndi roi vao canh phai lui vé & an phia sau mot khu phd” mua
sim.

Nhitng nguwoi sinh ra trong gia toc toi, tw thoi xa xwa déu da dwoc sw
phu Akadama day bdo, t6i cling khong thodt khoi 1€ d6 ma bai sw nhap
mon. By gio h'6i twdng lai, tdi toan bi st phu la ming. Ly do tai sao, theo
nhuw t6i suy luédn c6 1€ co’ ban la vi t6i khong rén gitia ndng lyc cda ban than
dang hoang, ciing khong st dung ching d€ gitp ich cho gia tdc. T6i von
tinh ich ky, chi thich bwdce trén con dwong ciia minh, ngwdng md vi tri ¢o
doc trén dinh cao.

Vi ban than dang & trén vi tri dinh cao cd ddc, sw phu rd't ghét nhirng
ké 1am le leo Ién dinh cao AYy. Tuy nhién, thoi &y t6i da teng mudn tré
thanh gidng nhu su phu.

Nhung d6 di 1a chuyén xua lic xwa lo roi.

000

Ngay hom &Yy, triedre khi d&€n tham can ho cua sw phu Akadama, t6i dao qua
phd” mua sdm Demachi. Khu phd mua sim chat nich khach hang, n'dng niic
mui Con nguwoi. Sau khi mua xong vai thir nhw reroru vang ngot Akadama,
gidy v€ sinh, bdong ngody tai, com hop, tdi di theo con dwong hwdng veé

phia Béc. D6 12 mot budi chiéu mudn cudi thang By, khi ma 1€ hdi Gion*
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cling da ket thuc.

T6i dang & trong bd dang mot nir sinh trung hoc dang yéu.

Trudc gio tdi chi gidi doc mot mon bi€n hinh, nhwng lai toan bi la ray
vi thay doi ngoai hinh qua mirc. Nhirtng nam géan day, cling v&i sy suy gidm
nang lyc bi€n hinh cda phan dong Tanuki, c6 lan ra mot phong trao quéi
dan, cho riang Tanuki khong dwoc phép tiy tién bién hinh. That hét stc
nham chéan. Thda thué s dung nidng lyc duy nhi't dwore troi ban cho d€ di
qua cudc doi nay mot cach thong khodi thi ¢ gi sai chi?

N&u ai hdi tai sao t6i lai bi€n thanh mdt thi€u nw tré trung, thi von cling
1a vi s phu cd. T6i nghi n€u cé mét thi€u nir xinh dep d€n dwa d'o tiép t€,
tam trang cua su phu hin s@ sdng sua hon nhiéu.

Nhwng khi t6i d&€n cian hd, sw phu lai dung dung noi gian.

“C4i thing d4n nay, ding c6 dién ma’Yy tro tiu x4o chan chét d6 nira!”

Sw phu van ngdi x&p bang trén tAm ném ngd 1au nim khong thém don,
tién tay vé nhitng thir ndm tich bui & mot géc phong bon chiéu redi nhw
tranh cudn, twong meéo moi khach*, dung cu pha tra, binh hoa, twong
Tanuki nhd bang g&m Shigaraki*, dwo'c mén nao hay mén Ay ta't thiy ném
Ve phia tdi. Toi cling tir trong nha bé&p ng chién bing cich ném gidy vé
sinh ra.

“Ong gia ddng ghét nay, sao lai goi con 1a thing d4n? Chinh vi nghi
dén sw phu hét ngay nay sang ngay khac muc rira & day, con m&i muén
thoi mot lan gid twoi méi vao cudce s6ng xam xit cia sw phu day.”

Sw phu nhd nwde bot xuéng mat chi€u tatami*. “Tao chfmg thém nhin
cai than hinh quyén rii cia may.”

“Sw phu khong thém xem ky nang bi€n hinh hoan hao dat d&€n dd nghé
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thudt nay sao? Nhin day nay, hai go bong dao hoan hiao nay, vong eo con
ki€n nay, cdc chd khéc ciing cing tran nhwra s6ng nira.”

“Duwng lai dung lai. That 1a g'm chét.”

“Khong phai vi sw phu khong th€ tha thit cho con hirng tinh ctia ban
than da'y ch? Néu vy thi sw phu n6i gidn véi con la nhdam d6i twong

A9

roi.

“Cai ky thuat nhe may ma ciing doi danh Iwa ta ha? Pung c¢6 hom
hinh.”

Th& r'6i sw phu chot im lang u am, dwa tay xoa xoa hong nhw thé’ dang
bi dau.

Anh troi chiéu chiéu qua cira s vao cin phong bon chi€u rwdi chat
hep, nhitng hat bui lo’ Ittng nhay mua trong lu'dng anh sang d6. Sw phu
nhin nheo ng'di x&p bang trén tim ném giwdong 1au nim khong don, da thi
do6 linh tinh ch'ong chat xung quanh, tao cam giac nhw mot vi qudc voeong
da mat di veong quoc.

Khong cam 1ong nhin sw phu sdng qua ngay biang cich hip thit chdo
tham hai nhw thirc an cho ché hoang, t6i hay lui toi dwa d6 ti€p t&, dén gio
da dwoc hon nira nam roi. Sw phu von tinh ich ky, nén ké kham phuc va
mudn lam 6ng hai long 1a téi day cling phai doc hét cong strc, chgng the’
lam hoi hot. Péu tién 1a sw phu khdng thich mdt thir thirc 4n nao thi nhat
dinh s€ khong an. M2y hop com Shokado™ td6i mua dé€n, sw phu thich moén
niao méi gap mén d6, phan con thira b di hét. Mic du sw phu ra't thich &n
quyt, nhwng n€u khong dwoe boc vo cho thi s€ khdng &n, ma téi khong bée
vd hd cho thi lai noi con cdu kinh. Ca phé thi n€u khong phai loai Blue
Mountain xay ra chudh bj tai chd, si phu s& chdm choc néi “Thir ndy ma 1a

ca phé a?”’, nhung n€u ba ngay khdong dwoc uéng ca phé thi lai cau kinh.
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Thé& r'6i trong nhirng dot gidi lao gitra ma’y trdn cdu kinh li€n ti€p nhw vay,
st phu s€ chi ngdi thuwdng thirc regru vang ngot Akadama. N6i chung 6ng
lam du chuyén qudi ac, khong them s¢ quy thian.

“May dé, dao nay c6 thdy Benten khong?” Sw phu lau bau.

“Khong a, dao gan day con khong c6 gdp c6 ay.”

“Lau roi khong tha'y mat con bé nhi? Chflng bié€t gio’ nay né dang lam
gi, & dau ntra.”

Mic du sw phu chging trr than 1am gi dwoc, nhwng 6ng van lo 1dng cho
cudc song cta Benten. LAn niao cham mit t6i sw phu ciing nhic dén
Benten.

“Cd &y chic chaamg mudn vEé cdi chd nhw the nay dau.”

Khi tdi néi nhw vy, su phu ddnh rAm mot céi that 16n.

Cung v&i dm thanh d6, sw phu kéu “6i cha” v&i vé mat ra't ngac nhién.

000

“Benten” ma sw phu néi d&€n khong phai Thién cau cling khong phai
Tanuki, chi 1a mdt Con nguwoi, nhwng vé dep cia cd &y thi khong biit nao ta
xi€t. Vi khong ta xi€t nén ciing khong th€ viét ra day.

Ngay con nhd Benten chi 1a m6t Con nguoi ¢6 céi tén Suzuki Satomi,
di lang thang khong muc dich bén bo h'6 Biwa, tw do phd bay vé dang yéu
tiroi m&i clia minh, nhung cling chi 14 mdt c6 thon nit xinh x4n ma thoi.

Thé ro6i s phu Akadama - liic &y van trong nhitng ngay quang vinh tu
do bay lwgn trén bau troi - khi dang bay mdt minh trén h'6 Biwa dén dao

Chikubu d€ di thim hdi dau nim, da quép theo cd gdi 4y mang vé Kyoto.



Noi1 thging thirng ra thi d6 chinh 12 bit céc tré vi thanh nién. Sau d6 s phu
Akadama ndi 1ong tir tAm, do'c siee day do cd Ay ti mi ting dwong tor ké toc
theo 161 cda loai Thién cau, lam c¢6 4y nhay vot tv Con nguwoi leo 1én cip
bac Thién cau. Khi dang trén dwong leo 1én, c6 &y da ding do6i chan ngoc
ngd cia minh sit thd pham bit céc kiém 4an sw cia minh 1a sw phu
Akadama rot dai.

Benten by gio’ da khong con bong dang cla ngay xwa nira.

Du chi 1a mot Con nguoi, ¢ Ay da tré thanh giéng Thién cau hon ca
Thién cau that. Bo lai 6ng gia c6 ddc chi con cai danh Thién cau la sw phu
Akadama sau lung, ¢d tir do ti tai vang lai khip chdn Kyoto, Osaka r'o6i ca
Kobe, phéng ting lam da chuyén xau, gwong mit non to tré trung ngay
trede gior tan chdy nhw keo bong, d€ 16 mot dung mao xinh dep ma lanh
18o0. Thi€u ntr lang thang khong muc dich bén bo h'd Biwa nam xwa bay
gior da tré thanh mot nguoi con gai di dé€n dau cling khong c6 dd'i tha. Mac
du di dén dau cling khong cé doi thu, nhwng chinh cb ciling chgng biet
hwong d&n noi nao, nén lai cang dang s hon. N€u ai bat can lang vang &

chd Benten ndi hirng hwdng t&i, ¢ khi s€ bi ¢6 'y gidm nat thé tham.

000

T61 c6 ép sw phu Akadama dang dap chan loan xa doi mang dén ruegu vang
ngot Akadama phai an com. Sw phu nhai tréu trao nhw chealng tha’y ngon
lanh gi. “Hom nay 1a th Sdu,” Sw phu cho't néi. “Chéc Benten dang di v&i
dam ‘Cau lac b ngay thw Sau’ r'oi.”

Nghe dén Cau lac bo ngay the Sau t6i dd cam thdy 16ng téc dung

ding, cad ngwoi ¢ run Ién, tdi nhét nhirng thir ¢6 quy gid sw phu da ném



tan loan vao mot géc phong.

“Chéc c6 Benten dang ra't vui vé.”

“Giao du v&i 1t Con ngwoi d6 ¢6 gi ma vui vé chir?”

“Nhung ¢6 Benten 1a Con ngwoi ma. S phu quén roi sao?”

“Con bé d6 lic nao ciing di choi dém, néu tao khong d€ tim nod sé
bwdc chéch ra khdi ma dao mat. That 1a mot dira hét cach.”

“Buoc chéch ra khdi ma dao, con thd’y cach néi 8y ¢6 hoi di di.”

“On 20!”

Sw phu la 1&n gidn dt, may hat com ti trong miéng vang ra ti tung.
Th& r'6i su phu néi: “D¢& ec d& ec! My thir nay lam sao ma an dwoce!” va
quang hop com sang mot bén. Sw phu cling da an dwgc nira hdp roi, nén
hin cling ngon 14m.

T6i dwa ra regu vang ngot Akadama, sw phu thong tha nham nhép.

O phia dd6i dién sw phu Akadama, tdi khom leng ng'6i xuéng, thd dai.
Khi t6i nhin ra bén ngoai ctra s0, mat troi dd sém 1an mat roi. Tw 6 cia sO
toi da phai gat nhirng méon d6 linh tinh d€ md& tung né ra, con gié cua
chiéu hom lang 1€ tran vao. “Khong ngo cling thodng gidé ghé.” Téi noi.
Ngon deén dién nhap nhay lap loe. MGt con ngai diu lai bén vanh chi€c ly
st phu dang rét regru, chidm rai vo doi cdnh gitra 4nh dién nglp tran.

“T&i lui & chd tao chi ¢o 10 con tring v&i céi thie nhwe may thoi. That
chan cheét.”

“Con mudn dwoc cam kich hon mot chit co'.”

“Thi ¢6 ai bdo may t&i day dau.”

Sw phu kiéu ngao ddp loi. “May 12 mot dira hoc tro ric rdi. Mii tao

md&i khong con phdi chiu ndi phién todi 1a nhin thdy cdi badn mit may, bay



gior tao lai phai vui swdng mdi khi may hing 1én thi t&i ddy ha? Tao can
thir d€ day do cho may ro6i.”

“Khong phai ngwoi ta néi la tro cang dot thi cang dwoe gido vién cung
chiéu sao?”

“Cai do la ai n61 vay? That la ngu ngoc.”

T6i hidt thudc 14. Sw phu rit ra twe trong mot chi€c hop den bong méot bd
binh hut shisha*, réi &m thanh loc boc vang 1én. Chflng ma’y chdc ca hai
chuing t6i déu thé khéi ra.

“May dang nao ciing dang ranh rdi ding khong? Pi kiém Benten roi
dit n6 vé cho tao mau.”

Sw phu néi chuyén vo 1y the'.

“Khong dworc dau a. Du con cé thuy€t phuc co nao, c6 &y cling sé
khong vé dau.”

“Du gi & Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu dém nay, con bé chic dang dim
chim trong may 4nh mét ddy sic duc. Tao phai day bio né6 mé&i dwoe.”

“Con khong di dau. Con cwc ky ghét ca cO Benten 14n Cau lac bd ngay
the Sau.”

“Nhan tién di ra ngoai may nhé mua cho tao it bong ngody tai. Tao
tha’y tai ngira ngay kho chiu lai thoi gi6 16¢ bay gio.”

“Con ¢6 d€ bong ngody tai m&i trén bdn rira mat 4y. Vi lai con da néi
riang con khong di dau ma, cdi dng gia khong biét diéu nay. Ngoan ngodn
v¢ sinh tai r'oi di ngu di.”

“Cho chit da, bay gior d€'tao viét cdi thw.”

Ngudi néi ma ching c6 ké nghe that khé chiu t&i cwe diém. Sw phu

quay mat vé phia cdi ban vi€t bi chdon vui trong rac rwdi, can than vudt
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phfmg to’ gid'y nhan nhdm, chging bi€t vi€t cdi gi ma trong c6 vé rat tip
trung.

“Benten, Benten.”

Sw phu 1am bam nhw dang d&€m dau, con t6i thé dai that to cd y d€ ong
nghe thaYy.

Sw phu yéu Benten dén dién dai, dang cho cd &y quay Ve.

Nhwng diéu dau x6t 1a du cé nghi ki€u gi di ntra, tinh yéu tuoi x& chiéu
ndy chfc han 1a s& that bai. C6 1& trudc diy sw phu ciing ting mot thoi
vinh quang xan lan. Nhwng c6 h'6i twedng lai thi bay gio’ nhirng chuyén &y
cling chi con 1a mong &0, ngay sw phu phai vt vii khi rit toan quan vé hin
khong con xa nira. D&n gio’ ndy ma sw phu van con chwa rit lui da 1a la
lung roi.

Sw phu nhét 14 thw vira viét xong vao tay toi.

“Trong dém nay nhét dinh phai chuyén dwoc thw toi tay Benten. Mau
tuan theo nhiém vu vinh quang nay di.”

T6i dd@ mudn tw chdi cdi sy vinh quang dd'y ma mau chdng tréd vé ring
thiéng Tadasu*, ldn vao cdi 0 ngd mém mai. Nhung d6i véi sw phu
Akadama dang t4 ra kiéu hdnh ngao man tred'c mit, tdi vaAn mang mot cam
giac trach nhiém nang né€ con hon cuc da mudi dwa khong 16. Bi sirc ning
dé don ép, tdi pht phuc xudng mot géc phong bén chi€u ruoi.

“Shimogamo Yasaburo xin tuan l1énh.”

Toi1 chéng nghi ring sy tro’ luc cha toi c6 the dio ngwoe dwge tinh the’
clia tran chién tinh yéu cAm chéc that bai nay, nhung t6i khdng con cich
nao khdc 1a phai dong vai vi than Cupid ma minh vin khong quen bién

thanh. Sau khi suy nghi mét chiit, t6i thd 18’y mot cAy cung va mii tén tw
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dong d6 linh tinh chad't cao nhw ndi. Nghi diy l1a dao cu nhd hgp véi thian

Cupid, t6i cam tha’y cé doi chit ty man.

000

O Marutamachi thudc Higashiyama, khu 1an cin phia Tay dén Kumano, c6
mdt cdi cdy cO thu dwgre quay bdi hang rao cua thian dién, goi 1a “Cay sam
Ma vueong”.

N6 ¢6 cdi tén nhw thé 1a vi tir xwa chac cdy ctia né da la noi Thién cau
hay st dung 1am chd nghi chin. Ngay c4 trong thoi dai ma Thién cau hay
diing mai nha lam chd nghi, Cdy sam Ma vwong c¢§ xwa d6 van ra't duoc
yéu thich, ra't nhiéu Thién cau s6ng & Kyoto chon cai cdy d6 lam tram
dung thanh lich d€ nghi ngoi doc dwong, hodc d€ udng ca phé, hoic d€
trao 101 yéu dwong t&i nhirng thi€u ni ho dan theo. Sw phu Akadama ciing
khong 12 ngoai I1&. Sw phu thi thodng vAn nghi chén tai cAy sam a'y. Trudc
khi bi dudi vé Demachi-yanagi, sw phu tran gitr nghiém ngat 1anh dia cta
minh & nidi Nyoigadake, mdi khi vao thanh phd thwong nghi chian & nui
Yoshida, thap d6ng h'6 cua treong dai hoc hay la Cay sam Ma vwong.

Nim &y, mién Tay vira xay ra mot tran dong da't 1om.

Sw phu nghi minh nén lam t&i cing nghia vu cta ké sdng trong ma dao.
Vi cho ring ngay ca v&i nhitng thién tai khong phai do minh gy ra, ciing
phdi ¢6" ¥ t&i tin noi d€ cwoi nhao canh chat vat cia Con ngwoi, sw phu
1ién cho 1&p nghi r'6i roi di.

Nghe vEé chuyén thj sat cia sw phu, long t6i day tirc gian.

Ngay tir dau t6i di biét rat rd rang Thién cau ludn coi Con ngudi 1a

mot sy ton tai chang dang d& vao mat. Tl tredc d&n nay, cd Tanuki 14n



Con nguwoi déu teng gdp nhiéu chuyén bat hanh do Thién cau giy ra.
Nhung viéc tranh thd thién tai 1on vira xay ra ma di cwoi nhao Con nguoi
nhu sw phy, thyc long to1 thay chealng ra 1am sao. Sy tan nhin dé&n vo 1y chi
d€ trung thyc v&i cdi danh hiéu Thién cau nguwoc lai cang trat bun 1én cai
danh Ay. Nhitng ngay con tré ngudi non da, téi da cho ring sw phu dang
ban ré danh dy cia minh.

bén day thi Benten xud't hién.

Lic bay gio, Benten dang ¢iAn min hoc 14y strc manh cha loai Thién
cal, c6 th& néi 12 sdp stra thodt x4c tir Con ngudi 1&én bac Thién cau roi. Du
te minh ndi ra ciing khé, nhung chuyén t6i ba't can dem long si mé c6 &y
clng chéng ¢6 gi 1a la. Khi t6i k€ vé ndi bA't man cia minh doi v&i sw phu
cho Benten, c6 &y ¢6 vé rat an twong va cling tan thanh voi t6i, roi noi
hay cung nhau day cho s phu mét bai hoc. Toi ty nhi€n tré nén tran day y
chi hanh dong. Céi tir “cting nhau” d6 nghe m&i hay ho lam sao.

Benten nghi ra chuyén bién hinh thanh Ciy sam Ma vwong cho sén
trén dwong vé nha cda sw phu, k& hoach cir thé trét lot. Sw phu da thai'm
mét v&i hanh trinh dai, bay lwon thanh mdt vong cung trén bau troii dém
cta thanh phd’, 6ng khong phan biét dwore Cay sam Ma vueong that véi Cay
sam Ma vwong gid. That dang thwong, Nyoigadake Yakushibo trong lic
dang bd1 rd1 khong bi€t nén ddu xudng cay sam nao thi da ro1 xudng, choc
mot 16 thiing 1on trén né¢c mot nha dan.

Tw d6 vé sau, s phu rot dai nhanh chéng nhw hoa anh dao rung.

Co the su phu bj thwong ning dén ndi phai nim liét giwdng, sau tai
nan d6 6ng khong thé€ bay lwon dwgc nira. Chit sitc manh thén thong con
sot lai cling ma't di. Sw phu dai bai trong cudc chi€n gianh lanh dia cua gidi

Thién cau, bi 1G Thién cau Kurama dudi khoi nii Nyoigadake, chealng bao



lau sau cling tw bd céng viéc day hoc cho Tanuki, lui V€ s6ng co cuc &
Demachi-yanagi.

Trong khi van s& cta sw phu suy sup theo mdt 167 kinh dién tya tranh
v&, ct nhw c4n can thing bang dwoc nang 1én, Benten lai thu thip dwoc sirc
manh. Nhw da ri bd dwoc m&i day rang budc la sw phu, c6 &y tré nén
nhanh nhen hoat bét, khong tré vé chd cta sw phu nita ma tw do ty tai bay
lron khép noi.

Chi nhin qua thoi ciing da ro 1a tdi bi cd &y lgii dung r'6i, nhwng bay gior
c6 ndi ra cling khong c6 ich gi nwra.

“Chaamg 1€ Tanuki thi khong dwoc sao?” Nhirng 1o chaalng cO chut tinh
t&" nay da dwoc thot ra tv miéng toi ldc d6. Benten trd lovi: “Bdi vi toi la
Con ngwoi ma.”

Vinh biét tinh dau.

Trong mét Con ngudi, Tanuki hay Thién cau déu la thir chflng dang
trong t&i. Vira xa'u ho cung cuc lai vira dau kho nén khong thé chwong mat
ra gap su phuy, toi ty tryc xua't minh ra khédi s mon.

Ciing phai ma't d€n vai nam, ltra 10ng ngudi lanh, t6i m&i Tan nira lui
toi noi & chia sw phu. T6i hét long cung phung cho sw phu dang an cw &

nha tro chinh la b&i nhirng sy tinh khé néi do.
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Toi bit xe buyt tv Kawaramachi Imadegawa. Pa 1au 14m roi tdi khong
ng'6i xe buyt, cam gidc lwdt di gitra dwong phd vEé dém ciling hét sirc tuyét
vori. Xe di tir phia Bic xudng phia Nam, ldc chay ngang qua dwong Oike,

n6 nhw dang chay tr6i theo anh dén ryc r& ctia ph6” phwong tap nép.



Ngbi trén gh€” xe buyt, tdi doc 1én 14 thw do sw phu vi€t. Du la tinh thw
glri gdm hét thdy ndi 1ong, t6i nghi sw phu chic van gitr chit nguyén tic.
Tuy nhién khi lwét mit qua 14 thw, toi lai phét hién né gidng nhw maYy thir
duworc viet ra béi mot thing hoc sinh cAp ba ngdc nghéch chim dim trong
mo mdng, toan 1a nhitng tw nglr ngot ngao tan chdy nhw mit ong, khéng
mdy may c¢6 y kim ham, va vi qud xau ho nén t6i khong doc noi d€n hét.

To1 thay long tran d4y oédn gian.

Moi sy da thanh ra nhw thé nao vy kia. Su phu Akadama ma chung t61
khong tiéc 1ong ton kinh di mé dim dién dai v&i méi tinh tudi x& chiéu, ca
ton nghiém cda Thién cau cling ném vao bon cau xa di khong con lai chit
gi roi sao? Hon ntra sw phu con chi dinh noi “hen ho” 1a Shijo Minamiza*
co ddy. Roi khoi tA'm ném trai giwong hoi thdi may doi khong don dep do,
s phu dinh t&i Minamiza bang cdch no?

Trong lic gidn dién ngwoi nhw vay, toi xudng xe buyt & Shijo
Kawaramachi, lach qua phd x4 dong dic ma bwdc vé phia séng
Kamogawa. Khi ty hdi tai sao dém nay lai ¢6 m&y thing nhin rdt m¢é 4m
ca't 101 goi v&i theo minh, toi m&i nhin ra ndy gio' minh van dang & trong
16t mot ¢6 em tré tuoi.

Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu ma chi nhic dén tén thoi téi da cdm tha’y ghé
tdm d6, hom nay m¢ tiéc & mdt nha hang Noryo-yuka bén bo song
Kamogawa. Tdi budc qua cau 16n Shijo, dwa mét ngdm nhin hang hién
rong 1on ciia Minamiza dang dwgc chi€u siang dwdi troi dém mau lam.
That may mén 13 chd day hoi 4m nhép nhdp nay thi thodng ciing ¢ 1an gié
dém mét lanh thSi qua. O trén néc mot toa nha cao tAng c6 mé quén bia,
nhirng ngon dén '6ng gidy x€p san sit tda dnh sdng do rwc nhw qua chin.

Moi nguei chang hi€u sao ¢6 vé vui troi qua.
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Toi khong biét nén 1am th& nao, nhwng cling da chuan bj sin cung tén,
nén t6i dinh tham hdi gwong mit toén quy cia Benten tir bén bo sdéng doi
dién.

Téi treo xudng bo dé tr thanh ciu lén Shijo, nhin sang nha hang
Noryo-yuka dwoc thip sdng bing 4nh dén vang cam 16m dom & bo sdng
bén kia. Cang di vé hwéng Béc rdi xa ciy ciu, cdnh nguoi xe tAp nap clia
thanh phd” cang gidm di, dong nwdc den bén kia phan chi€u anh dén phd’
xa. Nhirng yén tiéc ndi ti€p nhau & bo’ song bén kia trong nhw canh twong
trong mo’, nhirng Con nguoi dang dwee dnh dén chi€u sang tay nang chén
reeou lai trong nhw nhirng vai dién trong mot vé kich.

Chi ¢6 mot mdi hién c¢6 vé binh 1dng hon d6i chidt. Sdu ngwoi dan 6ng
nom giéng gidng cac vi Phic than dang cwoi ndi vui vé. Déa h'ong lanh
lung don doc duy nha't trong s6 dé 1a Benten.

T6i bi€t d6 chinh l1a Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu. Du mang ti€ng xau choc

troi nhung ho lai ¢ vé thoadi mai qua.
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Cau lac bo ngay thir Sau 1a mot héi nhom bi mat da cé tw thoi Taisho, ho
mang céi tén d6 vi ho sinh hoat mdi thdang mot I4n vao ngay thir Sau. Bay
hoi vién s€ dat ban & nhirtng nha hang truyén thong & Gion hoac Pontocho
roi cung nhau an udng. Hoi dé tu hop ca gido sw dai hoc, nha van, vai ké
c6 doi chit tién ctia ntra. Médc du hdi vién c6 thay doi, nhung luén luén chi
¢ bay nguoi. Bay vi tri d6 mang tén cua bay vi Phuc than*.

Benten c¢6 mdt gh€” trong ciu lac bo d6, ra't vui thd véi vi tri 1a bong

h'ong duy nha't. Cdi biét danh Benten hai thdy trd toi van goi ciing 1a do ¢
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4y 1a mdt thanh vién trong Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu. Nghe néi vi “Benten”
tién nhiém da trao lai gh& cho Benten 1a mot gd dan 6ng mat Idm chdm
rdu. So ra thi Benten hop v&i vi tri “Benten” nay hon*.

Du ho Ién It tu tAp nhw th&, nhung ching c6 chimg cit gi cho thdy &
nhirng Tan hoi hop d6 ho ban tinh 4m muwu quad’y nhiéu hoa binh chi ca,
diéu dang ngac nhién la ho c6 vé chi don gian 1a mot hdi 4i hiru thich tu
tap vui vy v&i nhau ma thoi. N&u chi ¢6 thé thi di t6t, nhung van dé ndm
& chd khdc.

O tiéc cudi nam ctia Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu, ho ludén lam mot viéc vo
cung tan ddc, vi chuyén dé ma trong gidi chiing t6i ho bi cam ghét twa nhw
doc xa.

Bon ho nam nao ciing an lau Tanuki.

“O4i!” Toi ca't ti€ng kéu bang giong con gdi, nghe the thé nhw tiéng xé

P

vai.

That chzatng the tin dwore. Trong thoi dai van minh khai héa nay dau con
can phai ¢6 ¥ chon an thit Tanuki co’ chr. That dd man. Néu mudn chirng
td sy doc ddo cta ban than trudc méit the gian, thi con vo s& tht ky di
khac, vi nhw c6c nhw diéc roi khi & Yase roi rua con co ma. Toi that mudn

héi, tai sao lai phai 1a Tanuki co’ chir™*?
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Tredc mit t6i 1a dong song Kamogawa dang ‘Am "Am chdy, phan chi€u dnh
den thanh phd’ 1ap lanh phia bén kia.
Tbi cot 14 thw tinh clia sw phu vio miii tén, r'6i nhdm vé hudng Cau lac

bd ngay thir Sau. B6 ngwc cang tron lam t6i bi viedng, nén t6i bi€n ching
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nho lai. Du khong mang gidp doi mii, mot con Tanuki 14 t6i vAn dinh dong
vai Nasu no Yoichi* thoi hién dai. Dwdi nhirtng mai hién Noryo-yuka ndi
ti€p nhau bo’ bén kia l1a con dwong bor dé kéo dai, may nguoi viea di bd
vira ciri néi Am 1, nhwng tdi van tran dAy ty tin ring s& khong bao gio ¢6
chuyé&n minh bén tén trit hudng.

O phia bén kia, Benten thong tha dirmg ddy. Co 4y dang mic tht gi d6
trong nhw mot bo vét tring tinh, nhung toi chéng bi€t nd goi la gi. Thé ro
cd vira budc vong quanh, vira dong dwa chiéc quat trang tri ¢6 gin thém
tua vai hoa 1€ trén tay vong vong trong khong trung. Trong cd 4y nhw the
vira budc di vira mda vay. Nhirng thanh nan quat mau den tda sang ong
anh. D6 1a cdi quat cia sw phu Akadama tdng cho c6 lam “tin vat dinh
tinh”, va ciing 1a thir da khi€n Benten bao I'an ty méan. Hinh v€ trén quat la
Phong Than Lo61 Than*. Mot vat quy nhe vdy ma dem cho Benten, viéc
nay khi€n uy tin ciia s phu Akadama ngay cang giam sit.

Trong lic nhidm theo Benten dang budc di vong quanh, long toi chot
ndy sinh hing thd. D€ cho xrng danh v&i vi thién xa ndi ti€ng trong
Truyén ké Heike ngady xwa, tdi phai bdn xuyén qua gitra cdi quat kia chit.
N&u tdi 1am th& chic chén s& bi anh ca la méng, sw phu Akadama ciing s&
noi gidn, nhung mot khi t6i da nghi t&i chuyén gi r'oi thi khong sao kiém
ché’lai duorc.

Nghi minh nén gidi quyét nhanh gon truedc khi cdm thay so hii, toi ban
mii tén vun vut bay di.

Miii tén v& mdt dwdng cong mém mai, roi cim phap vao cdi quat trén
tay Benten nhw dy tinh. Thay th&, may ga dan 6ng hoidng h6t dirng day.
T6i dimg & bo song bén ndy, ngdm kich nhu the minh chang lam gi ¢6 t6i,

that 12 thoai mai. Lic toi vi hitng thd v&i cadnh hon loan ghé goém kia ma
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ding bat diy, Benten da dat tay 1én lan can ctia mai hién Noryo-yuka, nhin
thdng vé phia tdi. Co &y dang mim cudi hét sttc ngot ngdo. Pdy long toi
chot thdy lanh toat.

M4y ga dan 6ng trong Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau dirng x€p hang canh
Benten, phéng mét tim ki€m thd pham. Toi ching c6 thdi gian wdn nguc

tw man nira, voi va theo dwong bor dé chay tron.
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C6 th€ nodi chuyén t6i lam khién nguwoi ta nghi 1a ¢6 hda hoan & phia bo
bén kia, nhung thii pham phéng hda tr bén nay bo lai chinh 1a t6i. Khi bd
chay ra d&n dwong Shijo, ngwoi toi run 1én béan bat. La s¢ hai hay la vi
hing chi t6i cling khéng biét rd, nhirng né€u thira nhén 1a s hai thi sé ton
hai t&i danh dw, nén ctr coi nhw t6i dang run 1€n vi hirng chi vay.

Sau khi da kim dwoe con run vi hirng chi, t6i quy€&t dinh ndu minh vao
Akegarasu. “Akegarasu” 1a mot cira tiém nidm dwdi tAng hdm cta khu
Teramachi Sanjo, 1a noi dong loai cua t6i thwong hay ra vao. Buoi trrra 1a
ti€ém ca phé, buoi tdi la quan reou.

O dwong Teramachi, hdu hét nhirng gian hang déu da ha ctra cudn
xudng, ngwoi qua lai cling thwa thot. Ti€ng kéu 1on sdc mui say xin cua ai
dé vang vong gitra khong gian tinh ldng.

Dbi xudng ciu thang dan day nhirng to bwdm ky di, ta ¢ thé nghe thay
ti&€ng nhac ma quéi vang 1én ti¥ dwdi ham, tao cdm gidc nhw th€ sip lac vao
dia nguc. C6 1€ cheamg phai chi 1a twdng twrong cua t6i dau. Akegarasu hét
sttc rong 1o, ranh gidi 1a gi cling ching ai hay biet. T trudc dén gio

ching t6i dd ma’y Ian to chire dai hodi & d6 roi, nghe néi bao nhiéu khach di



vao clng chaalng bao gio’ kin chd. Cang c6 chen chiic vao phia trong thi
quan cang nhd lai, cudi cung tr¢ thanh mot hanh lang tadm tdi chi ¢6 day
ghé& boc gd'm dd ciing v&i nhitng chi€c ban gd ndi ti€p nhau, doi lic lai
thay 4nh Ita mo mo cia bép 10. C6 cau chuyén néi rang noi d6 lic nao
cling 1a mua dong, thong v&i dia nguc.

Troi cling t6i mit r'oi. Akegarasu khong con dién mao nhw ban ngay
ntra, ma chuyén thanh quéan rworu. Khi t6i di toi gan quay, chu quan nhin
toi v&i vé mit day ngo vuec.

“La toi, la toi day ma.” Toi néi roi khuyt khit mii.

“Ra th€’, 1a may a?”

Cha quan bay ra vé mat day chan ghét. “May lai choi boi trong cdi bd
dang d6 roi.”

“B0 dang nao ma ch:fmg dwoc che.”

“May dung c6 vd duyén v6 c& bién hinh xoanh xoach thi hon,” chi
quidn man mé bd ria mép trong nhw con ca chach, vé mat day nghiém tic.
“It ra may ciing nén bién thanh cdi bo dang nio phit hop khi d&n noi nay
di. Trong may bay gio’ that lam ngwoi ta hoang mang.”

D€ né tranh nhirng 101 thuyét gido, td6i kéu mot ly regru Denki Bran
gia* roi ng'6i nham nhap.

Vira udng toi vira dwa tay chong cam d¢ ti€ng nhac chdy vio tai, va
nghi khong bi€t Benten da doc 14 thw tinh cta sw phu chwa. Poc thw tinh do
mot 1o khom d'6n toan strc lgc viét ra, Benten chic s& cheamg hao hirng di
t&i chd hen hd dAu nhi? Sy gd'm ghié€c cla 14 the tinh Ay 1a di d€ nguwoi
thwong don toan Iyc lanh that xa noi hen ho. Nhirng kinh nghiém hi€m
thdy nay ctt d6n chit 1én nhau qua nhiéu nim thing nhw vay, st phu chic

ciing chi c6 th€ ngdm ding nudt cay v&i tinh trang hién gior thdi. Du that
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dang xau ho nhwng ciling that dang thwong.

Khi t6i dang nghi vah vor nhr vdy, bdng mdt giong néi vang 1én: “Cho
mot ly Akawari.” R6i mdt ban tay lanh 1€o nhw bang so vao gay tdi, lam
toi rung minh thut co lai.

Ngoi ngay bén canh toi 1a Benten.

000

Akawari 1a shochu pha v&i regu vang ngot Akadama. Trong ldc cdi cO
tring ngan cia Benten phdt ra ti€ng tng we khi c6 udng can ly regu mau
hdng dao, quan Akegarasu roi vao yén lang nhw theé c6 dot song kéo qua.
Len 1én liéc mét nhin quanh, t6i thd'y ddm d6ng loai clia minh vira m&i
tred'c day thoi con vui vay thoai mai gior da khong thdy bong dang dau
ntra. Chi ¢6 chi quan la khong th€ roi khéi vi tri ciia minh, nén 1an vao
trong mdt géc quay, gia bd tap trung tinh than lam viéc trong khi tay chan
16ng cong twra nhw bi keo h'6 1am cirng lai. Mot 1d hén nhat. Nhwng du xung
quanh phan rng v&i minh nhe mét bay cd nho chay tr6n khodi con quéi
ngw, Benten cé vé khdong budn d€ tam. Ciing la chuyén nhw com btra thoi
ma.

Co6 ay dung ng6n tay vé hinh mdt miii tén bay qua khong trung.

“Chuyén lic nay la sao? Cau lam t6i ngac nhién da’y.”

“Sw phu bao t6i gri thw tinh d&n cho c6. C6 & bén kia bo’ song xa qua,
nén toi danh giti cho cd bang tén.”

“Chaalng 1€ cdu mudn khiéu chién voi toi hay sao?”

“C6 nén coi n6 nhw bi€u hién ndi 1ong yéu han cha t6i di.”



“T6i thich tra diia lai nhirng 1&i khiéu chién 1im da’y.”

“Co6 khong duorc tra diia dau.”

“Cai quat quan trong ctia toi bi hong réi. Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu cling
tré nén 16n xon. T6i néi minh thay khong khde nén bd dén day.”

“N&u toi thire 1ong nhdm bén co thi hin la da trung roi, ha ha ha.”

“Piing thé nhi, 6 ho ho. Pay ndy, cAu dang 1& phdi bin phip vao nhin
cau chw.”

Noi theé roi Benten dat ciy quat khi nay 1€n quay reou, dwa ngon tay
dai thanh manh T'4n theo vét rdch 1om & gitra cAy quat. Trén mdi mong tay
ctia Benten déu c6 v€ hoa vin t6i khong biét 1a gi, cling v&i chuyén dong
ctia nhitng ngén tay co, chiing éng 4nh sic dd thim va tao cam gidc gon
gon nhw the’ 1a nhirng sinh vat sdng ¢6 the’ thay hinh doi dang.

“Toi ra't xin 16i V€ chuyén cdi quat. N&u c¢d6 mudn thi toi c6 the...”

“Khong can dau. Cai nay de'toi giw.”

Benten li€n gip quat lai.

“La thw tinh, c6 da doc chwa?” Toi hoi.

“R61. Sw phu lai I1€n con day a?”

“Ong Ay it &1 rit nhing xi 1én, thanh ra cing d4u.”

“Ping nhi?”

Benten cwoi khic khich. “Béi vi toi cling da 1au khong veé r'6i.”

“ft nha't mot twan cd vé mot Tan khong dworc sao?”

“Chuyén nay ciu khong can xen vao.”

“To1 cling chrfmg mudn chd mii vao dau. C6 con cau nao thich diy vao

chuyén vo ch'dng cai nhau dau*.”
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“Céau la Tanuki.”

“La Tanuki thi khong dworc sao?”

“Bdi vi toi 1a Con ngwoi ma.”

Khi néi thé¢” Benten lai d€ 16 vé mat chan chwong. Hinh nhw ngay xwa
chung t61 da c6 cudc doi thoai twong ty roi.

“Nhwng néu cau muén khiéu chién, toi cling vui long dap tra day.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6.”

“R0i t0i s& bét cdu dem na'u 141 cudi ndm.”

“C0 lai n6i chuyén vé van roi.”

T6i vira thay lanh gdy vira ¢§ gitr binh tinh, tim cdch lach qua tinh thé’
cé the dot ngdt trd nén hung hi€m nay nén dwa tay 1én goi chd quan.
Nhung khong thd’y béng ddng cht quin dAu, chi c6 mdt con Tanuki bang
gdm Shigaraki khong I'6 déng Iu 10 sau quay nhw mudn tréu ngwoi nguoi
khéc. C6 vé chu quén vi qua s hdi nén da chon cach bi€n hinh thanh con
Tanuki bing g&m Shigaraki. T6i bat ddc di phai vao trong quiy rét reou
Denki Bran gid, cling pha luén cho Benten mot ly Akawari ntra.

Co6 4y vueon tay ra qua quay, choc nhe vao nguc téi. “Nhan tién, sao
hdm nay cau lai bi€n thanh hinh thu dé thwong thé nay? Mot co6 bé khong
nén t&i day vao ban dém dau.”

“Bién hinh th& nay dé thwong 14m phai khong?”

“Phai day.”

“T6i mudn mang chit phong vi vao cudc song cua sw phu, nén md&i
bi€n hinh thanh thi€u nt tré trung da’y.”

“Tinh thay tro thim thiét qua nhi?”

“Vay ma tdi bi s phu ming mot tran di doi.”



“Thé& a. Cai 6ng gia ich ky do, cdu cir mic ké di ciing dwore.”

“T6i khong thé€ lam vay dwoc.”

Benten vira nhA'm nhdp Akawari, vira nhin t6i cham chim. “Cau van
con ban long vi vu Cay sam Ma vueong dung khong?”

“Con cd chglng c6 vé gi la ban long nhi?”

“Béan long vé chuyén gi co'?”

“Chinh la vay d6. Con nguoi la thé nén méi thanh ké thu. Con xau tinh
hon Thién cau nhiéu.”

“Xin 16i nhé. Nhung cdu ching hiéu chit gi vé tinh cam cia sw phu.”

Benten cwoi ngot ngao, uéng can ly Akawari roi dieng day.

“La Minamiza.”

T6i n6i 16n vé&i Benten dang sép stra budre ra. “Sw phu dang & d6.”

Co &y lap tirc bay ra vé mét dang s¢’ nhe mat na Hannya*, véi tay qua
quiy rwou ma nim chit 18y ¢8 4o toi. “To6i c¢6 di gip sw phu hay khong,
ciu dau thé biét, ding khong nao?” C6 &y néi nhu th&. Gwong mit tring
ngan lai cang tring hon, chi c6 vién quanh mét 14 thim den lai. Ttr miéng
cd pha ra hoi thé lanh 180 nhw bang gia.

“Toi 16 xen vao qua nhiéu r'oi, thanh that xin 16i.”

Do6i moi t6i vira bat ra ma’y ciu d6, Benten da hon danh chut mot cdi.
That vo cung lanh l€o, khi€n t61 nghi m6i minh nhw da héa bang. Khi moi
ching t6i roi ra, t6i kéu “Oai” 1€n, Benten chi 1i€c nhin mot céi r'éi budrc ra
khdi Akegarasu.

“On ¢4 r'oi nhi?”

Con Tanuki bing dA't nung Shigaraki phét ra tiénhg kéu. “May d6, cling

gitr dwore cdi mang lau ghé.”
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“Pay la myc dich cudc sdng cua t6i ma.”

“L& cd Ay bat may dem na'u 13U that thi sao?”

Khi t6i dwa tay 1én cham vao d6i méi minh, nhirng manh bang gid mau
h'dng dao vé vun ra roi xudng. Nam trong 1ong ban tay, chiing tan ra chi
trong choc lat. Khi ném thi thi cé vi cua regu ngot Akadama.

“Théi ctr udng chiit regru da. Oi trovi, that hét ca hon.” Chi quan néi.

“Cai nay quan dai chir ha?”

“Di nhién ro1.”

000

T6i hdi twedng lai ngay dau gap go Benten.

Lic d6, Benten van chwa tré thanh Benten.

To6i bwde 1én mot ciu thang dai 1én san thwong. San thwgng cia toa
nha Rakutenkai quay ra dwong Karasuma rong rdi 1dm, 4nh sdng mit troi
mua xudn ryc ro dang chi€u roi xuéng noi d6. Trén bau troi xanh trong,
mot vai ddm may dang lwoi nhac bong bénh tr6i. Khi t6i di ngang qua mot
dén tho Inari* nho nhd cing mét b€ nwde hoi ban, chot thad’y hién ra trwde
mét 12 mdt ciy anh dao cd thu to 16n. Canh cdy day nhitng déa hoa anh dao
xinh dep twa nhw keo ngot. Mdi khi c6 gid thoi qua tda nha & Shijo
Karasuma, mot con bao tuyé€t anh dao lai t sin thwong trit xudng dwong
Karasuma. Nhirng Con nguwoi dang di trén dwong ngang dau trong Ién
bdng thd’y bau troi roi diy cdnh anh dao, cé 1€ ciing cdm thiy rat kho
hi€u.

Ngay do, tdi dwgrc cha nho mang regu dén cho sw phu Akadama. Chi
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minh cha t6i 1a ¢6 quan hé than tinh v&i su phy, nén ¢6 1€ 6ng da nghi ra
trd tréu choc bang cdch gii rwou d&n budi ngdm hoa sw phu di bi mat
chuan bi.

O cich ciy anh dao mot chit ¢6 mot chd réu xanh moc ra't nhiéu, noi
d6 c6 cim mot cay dit Ién. S phu va Benten dang ng'di canh nhau trén 16p
réu mém v&i vé than thiét, cing nhau ngdm hoa anh do. Sw phu mic bd
kimono rd't oai phong 13m liét, thi thodng hit di¢u xi ga khdng I'6 to bing
cdy chluly nhw d€ chirng td minh 12 mot Thién cau oai huing. Khi t6i vat va
6m maYy chai rwou ngot Akadama tién lai gan, gwong mit nghiém khéic
clia sw phu ddng sau 1an khéi c6 vé cang khé coi hon. T6i nghi minh sép bi
méng nén lanh ngwdi di, nhung hinh nhr gwong miit giong quy dir kia chi
la d€ che gidu sy ngwong ngung thoi.

“May dén day lam gi?”

Sw phu nghiém giong hoéi. “Con cadi kia 1a gi thé?”

To1 dat chai regru xudng da't, quy goi.

“Con trai thir ba ciia Shimogamo Soichiro, tén Yasaburo xin trinh dién
s phu. Con dén day d€ dang 1& vat cong nap cho dang Nyoigadake
Yakushibo.”

“Pa vatvaroi.”

Sw phu chi néi th¢ roi dwa mét 1én nhin hoa anh do, c& khong pha vor
hinh twong uy nghiém. Benten bat cwdi dirng ddy. Bing mot ctt chi rat
dang yéu, cb kéo theamg tay 4o au phuc cua minh. Lic d6, dang vé Benten
r&t binh thudng, so v&i ngwdi qua dudng ciing ching khac gi. C6 vé cd Ay
da binh than chap nhan chuyén minh bi mdt quai nhan nhian nheo xa la bit
cdc nhue mot sy da roi.

“Cam on ciu nhé.”



Benten cui thap dau, roéi 6m 18y chai reu Akadama nhén tw tay toi
vao long.

“B0 dang 'y 1a sao th&?” Cd nhin t6i r'6i bat cuoi.

Lic &Yy t6i ¢6 b6 dang ra sao, bay gio’ cling khong nho rd nira. Du moi
ngwdi xung quanh cé la méng tdi thé nao tdi ciing khong nghe, ct xoanh
xoach bi€n hinh nén m&i thanh ra nhw vay. Ciing that 1a...

“Cau cling uéng chung v&i bon t6i chr?”

“Thwa khong.”

“Cau chic cling khong phai 12 ngudi nhi?”

“A, ¢ dodn xem. Con cb?”

“T6i chi don gian 1a Suzuki Satomi thoi.”

“Nay nay, ding c6 tréu choc né. Thang bé 4y nghich ngom 14m.”

Sw phu cét ti€ng goi Benten. “Mot dira xa'u tinh day.”

“Trong c6 vé ra't thd vi ma.”

“Thid vi chd nao chir? Mot dra ¢6 kha niing lam bt c thir gi, nhuwng
khong thém udn nén ban than, thi cling chealng lam nén tro trong gi dau.”

“Sw phu c6 vé thich ciu &y nhi?”

“Purng ¢6 ndi v van.”

Benten mim cwoi roi dan toi tdi phia dwdi gd'c anh dao. “Cau cling dén
day ngédm di.”

Nhitng canh anh dao dip don roi xuéng quanh t6i va Benten nhuw trong
mot gid’c mo'.

“Nay, c6 tuyét khdong? Toi chwa ting thd'y mdt cdy anh dao nao tuyét

voi dén thé nay. Xem kia, ngon cdy nhw bi chon vui trong hoa, khong thay



dau nwra.”

Tboi khong cA't nén 11, ngdy mit ra nhin ngim anh dao.

“Nay, thi 1am cai ta m&i day con di.”

Sw phu dot ngdt ci't ti€ng bing giong diu dang tdi chwa tirng nghe thay
trede day, lam t6i giat minh.

“A a, nhung con vén chwa lam dwoc.”

“Ctr lam thir xem sao.”

Benten quay dau nhin 1€n cay anh dao ryc ro, hit mét hoi that sdu nhw
the’ ra't cang th?ing, roi gidm nhe chan xudng mit dat. Trudc mét tdi,
Benten bong bénh bay lén. C6 lwdt qua nhirng canh anh dao dang roi
xudng, cham tay vao canh cdy 1on dang vwon ra, 18y thém da twe noi d6 ma
nhe nhang bay 1€n cang lic cang cao. T6i ngdy ngan trong theo. Sw phu
Akadama da dén bén toi tir lic nao, nhin 1én v&i vé& man nguyén.

“Con lam duwoc roi day.”

Giwra nhirng cdnh anh dao dang roi xudng, Benten tho mat ra, mim
Cuoi.

Sw phu nghiém trang gat dau.

“Lam Thién cau, nghia la ty do ty tai bay lwon gitra bau troi.”
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Du da 12 lic dém mudn, cAu 1n Shijo van tAp nip ngwdi qua lai.
T6i dot nhién hwng phan vi ny hon bang gid cia Benten, nén tdn dung
s chi€u dai ctia chil quan ma ndéc ti ti rwgu Denki Bran gia dén khi say

mém. Sau d6 t6i ding twa vao lan can cau lén Shijo mot cach wu nha,



nhtrng con gi6 thoi mat rwei gidp tdi dan tinh regu.

Phia D6ng cau léon Shijo ¢6 mot nha hang goi 1a “Kikusui”, phia trén
néc hinh nhw 12 quén bia, ¢6 4nh den tda sdng. O’ ngay chinh gitra c6 mot
chd I'di cao 1én, dinh chd d6 vira nhin nhui vira tron, Ian nao nhin toi ciing
cam tha’y ky ky. Tt hai cdnh ctra s& dai & trén twong, hai vét sang hep hét
ra 1dp 1anh, trong doi mét nga say cia tdi trong ching gidng nhr mot md
hinh @6 choi.

Liic tdi dang tir hdi néu tréo 1én cdi dinh thap nh&n nhui kia s& thay thir
gi, thi Benten da bang qua dinh thap d6. C¢ nhw th€’, ¢6 18y ngon thdp cta
Kikusui lam b&€ phéng, nhdy that xa bang qua nhirng ngon dén & Gion, bay
dén néc nha 1én ctia Minamiza. Du t6i nghi 1a nhirng vién ngdi bi hun bdi
4nh mit tréi van con néng 1dm, Benten van gilr vé binh tinh ma budc 1én
nhtrng vién ngdi do.

Suw phu Akadama cling cheamg ma’y chdc da xua't hién & phia Nam cta
néc nha lon, t6i nghi cud’i cung sw phu cling da leo dwgc tédi mai Minamiza
roi. Sw phu gior da thé hon hén, toan than run ban bat nhw the€ &'c vit trong
ngudi sip long ra hét thdy. Sw phu Akadama vi dai da vit kiét stc luc d€
leo 1én dén dinh. That ba't hanh la vi o d6¢ ciia mai nha nén sw phu khong
the’ dung cdy gdy chong son mai mau den hang thwong pham cta minh
mot cach thudn thuc, ma phai bo bang ca tit chi. Sw phu ca ngwdi tran day
quy&t tAm phai dén gip Benten v&i tw thé that uy nghiém. Chéc phai chiu
canh thé& nay cling 1am sw phu bin khoin 1&m, nhung ciing c6 khi sw phu da
suy tinh néu quy xudng bo t&i tredc mat doi phwong, bi€t dau lai cé the
nghich chuyéh tinh thé cfia trin chién tinh yéu don phwong nim chéc phan
thA't bai nay. Tay t6i dd nim lai, todt ddy md hoi.

Benten dirng tred'c mit sw phu. Sw phu van bd trén mai nha nhw the’,



ngang dau nhin c6. Ho trao ddi ddi ba ciu gi d6 v&i nhau. Benten lic d4u
mot cdch lanh lung. Khi sw phuy nhin 1én my ntr lung linh degc chi€u sang
dudi dnh den ban dém kia véi vé mat gay go dau khd, tdi khong the€ nao
nhin dwoc nira. Tran chi€n bai nay ¢6 1€ van ci 1a chién bai.

Tbi biét 1a sw phu c6 1& mudn néi: “Ta sip ding thflng day th€ hién sy
uy nghiém v&i con, n€u dworc ta s€ vong tay qua nguoi con, sau d6 hai ta
lai cing nhau wu nha tan bo trén bau troi dém, cwoi nhao 1 sinh vat lau
nhau bo 10m nhom trén mat da't day cat bui.” Nhung dang ti€c sw phu lai
dang bo toai bing t chi, méng va dau déu ngo ngudy d€ chuyén dong, nén
nhirng 101 d6 ¢6 dén dwge voi Benten khong, t6i that khong doan dinh
dworc.

Nghi ring sdp d&n lwot minh ra sin khau, tdi di vé hwéng Minamiza.

Tredc khi t6i d&€n phia Péng cau lon Shijo, cuéc hen ho bi mat dau
tién sau bao ngay cua sw phu va Benten da két thic ma cheamg c¢6 mot chut
manh vun ngot ngao nao.

Benten bd lai sw phu von chealng the chuyén dong dé dang lai ding sau,
mot minh bay 1én bau trosi dém. Théat khong cé chidt kiém ché& nao hét. Co6
ay mot hoi bay qua sdong Kamogawa, dung ngon thap ki€u Tay Ban Nha
trén néc tdoa nha Toka-Saikan 1am bé phdng roéi lai tw d6 bay vt 1én, ma't
hit vao phd” dém 1ap lanh anh den.

Sw phu khong thé bay 1én dudi theo ¢6 &y dwore ntra. Chi ¢6 theé ngo
nguay.

Vira bd lai sw phu dang bo toai bang ti¥ chi sau lung, ¢ Ay vira cA't cao
tiéng cwoi cua Thién cau gitra bau troi.

Thuan thuc d&€n mirc Thién cau thyce sy cling phai tai mat*.
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Sw phu gior dd & dwdi bong ctia toa nha Minamiza ma minh vira leo xudng,
ng'6i bé gbi ma thé & géc con dwong cho ngwoi di bd. BO quan 40 mau
nau trén ngwoi Ong da cii son, c6 the tha’y nhitng chd da dan ra & trén quéan
va 40 so’ mi.

“Chao s phy, ngeoi dang lam gi & day vay?”

To1 ca't ti€ng goi.

“Tai sao lai 1a may?” Sw phu nhin 1én mat t6i v&i vé ngac nhién. “Say
ha?”

“Heé hé, con c6 udng ti chut.”

“Céi thang, chi toan bi€t rong choi.”

“Con cling vé ludon day a.”

“U ch¢ d4, tao ciing vé, mau goi taxi di.”

) g Ve, gC

“Sw phu, so v&i may thit nhw taxi, bay trén troi vAn nhanh hon chir.”

Sw phu nhin t6i cham cham. R6i cdi ddu v&i vé chan chwong, sw phu
néi: “Pung x6 xién tao.” Nhuw tré con dang giin doi, su phu gb gd gy
chong xudng nén da't. “That 1a dang xau ho. Lwng tao dau qua.”

Toi goi mot chiéc taxi & dwong Kawabata, sau d6 cong sw phu trén
lung dén tin chd taxi. Cor th€ sw phu mém odt, thire sw la rdt nhe. Vica
dwoc 101 cong trén lwng, 6ng vira thd mot cach ddy kho nhoc.

“Thang ngd’c nay. Pa bao dwng c6 bi€n thanh con gdi co ma.”

“Thi cling chi gidng nhw chau géi di d6n 6ng ndi thoi.”

“Bi dan ba con gai cong trén lwng thi con ra th€ thong gi ntra.”

Vwra néi nhw thé, sw phu vira vong tay lén phia trwedc, 1én ldt so so



nguec toi. “Um. Ping khong phai 1a d6 gid nhi?” Sw phu lam bam voi vé
hai Iong.

Xe taxi chay theo dong chay cta song Kamogawa. O’ bén ngoai cira s§
xe anh den thanh phd vun vut troi di, khu phoé mua sdm dAn dan lui xa.

“May do, da guii thw dé€n cho Benten r'oi ha?”

“Vang a. Vi Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sau dang s¢ qud, nén con giri thw
bang tén.”

“May liic nao ciing 1am ma’y chuyén tho 16 nhw vay.”

“Co Benten sé vé nha chir a?”

“Chfmg bi€t nwra. Con bé doé lic nao cling di choi dém.”

“Nhan tién, st phu & chd do lam gi vay?”

“Tg duwng tao mudn dé€n phd Gion udng reoru thoi.”

Sau d6 chuing t6i im ldng trong gidy lat.

Sw phu da bi€t tdng chuyén tdi doc 1én thw, téi cling bi€t tdng chuyén
s phu da biét tong diéu ay. Khong chi gbi gon trong dém nay, ma trong
nhirng giao ti€p tw tredc dén gio, ching t6i déu biét tong long nhau.
Nhung s phu chwra bao gior néi ra chuyén 'y, nén t6i cling chealng viéc gi
phai thd nhén. Tinh thiay tro 1a nhirng sy tha'u hi€u ngd ngan nhw thé’,

To6i vé ra trong ddu hinh dnh Benten bay lwgn bi€n mat vao bau troi
dém, d6i 1ap voi diéu do 1a hinh anh sw phu ngo ngudy cai mong trén mai
nha 1&n cda Minamiza.

“Lam Thién cau, nghia la ty do ty tai bay lwon gitra bau troi.”

Sw phu vira ngém nhin canh sic bén bo séng vira 1dm bam. “Chéng
phai la th& sao?”

“Nhwng doi luc di taxi ciing khong c6 gi xau ma?”



“U. Chglng c6 gi xau cad.”

“Bon con ciing ¢6 luc chan ngd’y chuyén bién hinh ay.”

Khi t61 n6i the’, sw phu 1i€n khut khit mi.

“Purng cé gbp tao vao cling mot giudc véi ddm Tanuki ching may.”

N6i r'6i sw phu thut ngwoi sdu vao trong ghé’, ngap mot ti€ng that dai.

000

HO&1 héan vi “Sy kién Cay sam Ma veong”, toi da ty minh xudt mon may
nim lién, khong c6 gdp sw phu. Trong thoi gian d6, sw phu van con dirng
trén buc giang, cd doc chi€n dau, cd niu gitr sy uy nghi€ém dang lot khoi ké
tay nhw nhitng hat dwong cao ca’p, d€ roi cudi cung ciing danh thua cudc.
Thay vi chdp nhan bi si nhuc coi thwong bdi ddm déng, sw phu chon cach
viet bd chuyén day hoc. Sw phu quy€t dinh chuyén vé ¢6 tha trong mdt can
h6 d6 nat, nh&m nhép rworu vang ngot Akadama, chi so6ng v&i hy vong 6m
&p trong long ring Benten s& t&i thim. Vi sw phu kiéu hanh khéng mudn
phd ra mit y&u nhwoc ciia minh nén da cit bd lién hé v&i xung quanh, may
dtra hoc trd thi thodng t&i thdm vieng ciing phdt chén. Cudi cing thi ching
con ai lui t&i nira.

Pau mia xuin nadm nay, t6i nghe d6n sw phu thwong hay tip bay & bo’
song Kamogawa vao dém khuya, nén dé&n tin mit xem sao. B& song
Kamogawa kéo dai ttr phia Bic ciu Aoi rat rong rdi ving vé&, nhitng con
gi6 lanh budt nhw cit da cit thit dang tran qua. Trong canh sic tiéu diéu
day nhirng than ciy tro’ trui dang run ray, trén bo' dé ¢6 mot bong dang ngo
ngudy. Sw phu Akadama dang chim rai budc di, r'oi lai nhay 1én. Ciing ¢6

doi Iic hi€m hoi 6ng c6 thé bong bénh trdi noi mot chiit, nhung cling chi



d&n thé& ma thoi. Khong the nao tw do ty tai bay lwon trén bau troi dwoce
nwra.

“Chao budi t61, s phu. Troi lanh qua nhi?”

Khi t6i cat giong chao t trong bong tdi, sw phu dang nhdy chom
ch'om lién h&ch cdm quic mét nhin toi.

“Ping la lanh that. Nén tao m&i nhdy nhw thé nay cho 4m.”

“Con nhdy cung sw phu cé dworc khdng a?”

“Ciing dwgrc. May cling nhdy cho 8m nguwoi di.”

Thé& r'6i hai ching t6i cing nhau nhdy chom chom.

M&1 quan hé ma hai bén déu thau triét long nhau gitra ching téi c6 1€
da bét dau tir ldc d6. Sw phu biét o tir 14u chuyén tdi thich Benten, ciling
bi€t ca chuyén tdi da héa thanh Cay sam Ma vweong ltra doi sw phu. Nhung
st phu chiing néi gi ca. N&u thira nhan minh da bj mot con Tanuki Itra d&n
ndi roi xudng dat, sw phu chic s& mau chéng khéi hanh sang thé gi¢i bén
kia ma't.

Vi t6i da ty minh xud't mon, nén téi nghi ty minh hiy chuyén xud't mon
cing chaalng sao. Nhung trude hét, khong cho s phu tha’y 1a minh biét 18
nghi thi khong dwoe. To6i 18y ra chai rrgru ngoai nhdp khau dit tién mua ti
tiem Akegarasu ra, trinh trong cui dau.

Tuy nhién s phu ngoan c& khong chiu uéng. Sw phu néi nhirng 1o ra't
ngd ngan nhw vi toi 1a Tanuki nén khong the phan biét dwoc d6 1a @6 that
hay d6 gia.

“Thir d6 la hang gia. May chgng bi€t cdi gi vé reou ca. Néu la reou

that, phai c¢6 ghi la reo'u vang ngot Akadama kia kia.”



000

Sw phu Akadama da ngt thi€p di trong xe. P& sw phu dang nhd nwoc dai
thanh s¢i1 dai nhw 16ng dubi chim tri, td1 xuong xe taxi. To1 khé khang
bwdc 1én cau thang cta chung cuw Masugata, vao trong phong roi dat sw
phu xudng gitra ddng chan ném khong bao gio' don, cam thdy mét ra roi.
Sw phu nhéu nwdc miéng thodi mai, ngdy to nhu bé 10 rén, hoan toan chaamg
nhén ra trén trdn minh ¢c6 mot con ngai dang nghi canh.

T6i vira udng rwou vang ngot Akadama sw phu d€ lai, vira nghi ngoi
do6i chdt. Thir regru vang ngot Akadama ma sw phu thich uéng c¢6 mét vi
ngot ngao that budn rau.

T6i ding trede tAm gwong ban thiu treo trén bdn riva mat ma bi€n hinh
thanh Benten.

Bién hinh thanh ngwoi minh yéu mén c¢6 cam giac that ky la. Du khu6n
mat da gid'ng nhau nhw hai giot nwdc, tdi cling khong ndy sinh chit hirng
thd nao khi nhin vao gwong. Bé 1a vi d6i tweng minh yéu mén chuyén
dong theo y mudén cua minh. Chinh trong khodng chénh gitra viéc doi
phwong hanh x& nhr y minh mu6n va khéng nhw y, ta m&i ném trai dwgc
sg say mé. Hon nwra, n€u n6i d€n nhirng chuyén ky la, thi viéc mdt con
Tanuki nhw t6i ma lai dem 1ong say mé mot Con nguoi lai cang ky la hon.

“Con vé roi day a? Ngoi xudng day di.”

Sw phu ca't giong mo’ mang.

To1 ng'6i xudng bén canh sw phu. Cé vé nhu s phu dang néi mo:.

“Nay, bay gio ta khong th€ bay, nhwng d6 chi l1a chuyén nhat thoi
thoi.”



Sw phu cadt giong nhu dang cd thuy€t phuc. “Chzamg ma’y chdc co the'ta
s€ lanh hén, th€ lyc binh phuc, lai ¢6 thé’ day con nhi€u di€u ntra. Néu la ta
thi chi can mudn la c6 thé€ gay ra dong da't, c6 the goi gid 16¢c thoi bay hét
nha cva di day.”

“Vang, chic chin 1a th¢ ma.”

“Clr nhw thé nay, ta that dang khinh. Ta nhat dinh s€ mot [dn ntra tw
trén troi bon cot moi thir dwdi mét dat théi. Nhung gio dng néi chuyén
ti€p tuc con dwong ma dao, ta budn nga qua...”

“Sw phu ¢ nghi ngoi cho khée di a.”

“Um. Ta ngu diy, ngt diy. Con cling nén doi ldc nga lai chd nay di.”

N6i thé r'oi sw phu vira so’ so’ cdi mong cuia tdi vira ngu.

Sw phu khong hé nhdn ra 12 dang s& mong tdi chi ching phai mong
Benten. Néu néi sw phu da loo mo budn ngu toi mirc khong phan biét dwoc
mong that véi mong gid ntra thi cling ddang budn. Hodc ciing c6 th€ la sw

phu da biét tdng r'di, nhwng chi vor vit nhw khéng hé nhén ra.
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Trude day, tdi di ting trin tré véi mot nan dé, ring 13 mot con Tanuki thi
phai s6ng thé" nao mai tot.

T6i bi€t r6 cach s6ng mot cudc doi thd vi, nhwng ngoai chuyén doé ra
t6i khong biét chic minh nén lam gi. “Khi khong rd minh nén lam gi, thi
khong lam gi cd m&i la thwong sach”, d6 1a loi cta tay nao d6 tén la
Napoleon. Trong khi tho’ than khong 1am gi hét theo nhirng loi d6, t6i ngd

ra rang hinh nhw minh ngoai chuyén s6ng mét cuéc doi thu vi ra thi cling



khong can lam gi khac.

Nhitng cénh cira cudn ctia khu phd mua sim Demachi déu di ha
xudng, khong gian tré nén tinh ling nhw to. Vao gio khuya thé nay cling
khong con béng didng khach by hanh nao nwra. Téi vdi va chay qua khu
phd’. T6i ra khdi phd” mua sdm, bing qua phia tredc dén tho Benzaiten cia
Demachi dang thip nhitng ngon dén md& nhat, tr d6 nhim hwéng dén
Shimogamo. Trong ldc chay, tdi thA'y mét v&i chuyén bigén hinh nén bit
d4u chay bang bon chan.

Con nguoi dang s¢ Benten hin vin con dang bay lwon phia trén thanh
phd vé dém. Thién cau sa ngd 1am vao canh khon cuing 1a sw phu Akadama
hin dang ngay kho kho c6 don trong dong chan ném bao nhi€u nam khong
don, con con Tanuki t6i ddy thi dang chay di bang bdn chan bén bo song.
Cai th& chan vac Thién cau cung Tanuki cing Con nguoi chinh 1a thir lam
banh xe vi dai ctia thanh phd nay luin chuyé&n. Nhin ngdm banh xe d6 quay
la chuyén radt thd vi, nhwng vi nhirng chuyén thd vi thwong l1a nhing

chuyén lam ta mé&t moi, nén t6i bu'dn ngu vo cung.
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To6i tré vE ring thiéng Tadasu.

Khi t6i len ngwdi vao cdi & ngdl mém mai t6i den, em trai tdi mé mit
thiee day.

“Anh véroia?” Thﬁng bé thi tham.

“Veé roi day.”

“Anh da lam gi vay?”

“Pi1 lam thién ai tinh Cupid d6.”



“Co¢ thu vi khong a?”
“Cé, thi vi 1&m.”

Thé r'6i t6i vO dau dira em, ngt thi€p di.



Chuong hai
Me va L6i Thén

”uyé’t thong cua ching t6i dwoc thwa hwdng tw thoi Heian xa xoi,
diéu d6 la ra't ro rang. DU ching t6i chi 1a Tanuki, nhung khdng phai dot
nhién ldn ra khéi bong cay long ndo nhr may cuc keo ddy long ma xua't
hién trén thé& gian dau. T4t nhién la tredc toi c6 cha toi, roi con cb cha cia
cha t6i ntra.

L4y vi du nhu gia toc Shimogamo ma toi bat dic di 12 mot thanh vién,
cung voi gia toc Ebisugawa tach ra tie 6. Vao thoi Thién hoang Kanmu tri
vi, thuy t& cda ching toi da twe dat Heguri & Nara dén ving dat hira duoc
tl than twong tng*, cung thoi di€m Con ngwoi doi d6 dén Heian. Ky thue
ho ciling chi 12 mot ddm Tanuki 6 hop tr b6 manh dat Manyo ma kéo vé
day vi bi quyén ri b&i mui com déo canh ngot do Con ngwoi lam ra, roi
sau d6 bét dau sinh con dé cai du khong ai nho, vy nén goi 1a “thiy t&”
chit ciing ching c6 gi ghé gém 18m.

Dong mau ti€p tuc chay tw thoi Heian da phén ra r't nhiéu nhanh, va
bang cdch ndo d6 ludn tréi bude chiing to6i. Ngay cd mot con “Tanuki theo
chil nghia Bohemian” nhuw t6i cling khong thé dé dang virt bd huyét thong
di dwgre. Chi can mét chit dinh liu mdu mu thi nhtrng tranh chdp nho ciing
khong th€ d€ tr6i theo dong nwdc, ma dan dan s€ thanh ra thdm cwu dai
han, khong thé rira sach bang nwde, chi ¢6 the' 14y mau rira mAu.

“Mot giot mau dao hon ao nwdre 137 1a diéu ma toi chang th€' chdi bod.
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Cha ctia chiing tdi 12 mot con Tanuki n6i danh ling 13y & dat c& d6. Ong
dwoc ra't nhi€u Tanuki ton kinh, va da dung anh hwdng d6 d€ thong nha't
xa hoi Tanuki, ddng ti€c 1a vai ndm trwedc 6ng da qua doi roi.

Nhirng gi ngwoi cha vi dai @6 d€lai 1a b6n dira con trai, trong d6 ¢6 toi.
Tuy nhién, thit dang ti€c, ti€p ndi sw vi dai clia nguoi cha d6 lai 1a maYy
thang Tanuki con thi€u ban linh. P6 1a mot trong s& vo van nhirng bi kich
ma nhirng dira con ctia mot ngwoi cha vi dai thweong phai chiu.

Sau khi cha t6i qua doi, ching t6i cling 1on 1én. Anh ca tré thanh mét
k& c6 tinh tinh cirng nhic nhwng d&n lic quan trong lai y&u dudi, anh thix
lai tr& thanh hikikomori*, t6i theo “chii nghia thd vi” cta Takasugi
Shinsaku*, con em ut dwoe bi€t dén nhw 1a mdt ké bi€n hinh y&u kém c6
th€ goi 1a “chwa tirng thd’y trong lich si”. Chuing tdi bi thé” gian danh gia la
“nhitng dira tré dang that vong khong ti€p ndi dwgrec dong mau clia ngai
Shimogamo Soichiro.”

Khi nghe dwoc nhitng diéu nay, anh ca khong ¢6 cach nao d€ xua di ndi
tiec gian, da di cao xé loan xa nhirng t&m chi€u céi boc quanh nhirng ciy
ting & cong vién Okazaki*, siét chit nim dam tay phai ma néi “Hay cho
xem, nhat dinh ta s€ vt qua cha.” Anh thi t6i thi thé phap phong & dudi
day gi€ng: “Ho bao nhw vay a, anh khong bi€t ti gi luén,” réi an banh
castella* ngon lanh do t6i mang t&i dé€n no cang bung, em trai Gt thi cudn
minh lai ma néi “Me o1i cho con xin 16i,” trong khi m6m ciing dang #n
castella.

Miic du vy me chiing t0i van cit than nhién.

Ly do cho diéu d6 ra't don gidn 10 rang.

Me chzamg bao gior tin rang nhitng d¥a con cia minh lai 12 nhitng con

Tanuki n&i danh v6 dung. Me ludn tin ring bt cit dira ndo trong ching toi
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bay gior déu la nhirng con Tanuki xing diang ndi gét cha ching. Niém tin
manh liét t&i mic vo 1y, khong can dén chirng cr nay khién cho me xing
danh nguoi me, va khi€n ching téi tré thanh nhw ching t6i bay gio.

Cha cua chiing t6i ra't vi dai, nhwng me cling vi dai chang kém.
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Pa vao thdng Tdm, mit troi tda ndng oi birc sudt nhidu ngay lién, trén
dwong phd chd nao cling vira néng vira am.

Du vdy nhwng khu dén Shimogamo va rwng thiéng Tadasu noi nha
ching toi sinh s6ng van rat mat mé. Toi va em trai cing nhau ngdm chén
dwdi dong sudi nhd chdy qua rieng thiéng Tadasu, rét ddy ramune* vao
mot chén st Kiyomizu* roi udng can trong mét hép, con dwwa com hdp va
regu ngot Akadama d&n chd 4n sw Thién cau mang biét danh “Sw phu
Akadama” ntra. Ngoai ra, t6i cling doi lic mo mdng t&i chuyén ng6i vao
céi ban gb 12’y ra twr thw vién Okazaki, vii dau vao dong sach vé @& hoc hdi
nhirng 10i cda cac bac tién thanh.

R'6i thi me t6i s& bt dau hadm hyc ma néi: “C 1am may chuyén nhu
vay mii thi may s& ngu di cho xem,” r'oi bit ti theo me t&i tiém bi da. Khi
me giadn dir cau kinh thwong 1a ldc me ¢6 don.

O tAng trén ctia mot tiém ca phé nam & phia Tay ciu 1én Kamo 13 mot
tiém bi da, noi d6 vira xud't hién mot cdp nam ntx, ho c¢6 dang vé hoi khac
biét nén nguoi & quanh khu nay khong ai 1a khong biét. Ngwoi con trai 1a
moOt my nam tudn td, dién by du phuc mau den, thit ca vat dd sAm, mdi téc
chai mwot ma khong mot s¢i r6i. Ping bén canh ciu ta 1a m6t thi€u ntr

kha 4i dién bo trang phuc tring nhu tuyét, trong nhw mot ticu thw song
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trong thap nga. Hai ngwoi d6 ai nd’y diéu bo déu ra't khoa trerong, nhw th€
dang trong mdt vo kich Takarazuka* vay.

Mac du t6i ndy gio k€ nay no nhw chuyén cua ai khac, nhwng thyc ra ¢
ti€u thw canh vang 14 ngoc d6 chinh 1a t6i, con ciu thanh nién tan thoi* nhw
khong thudc vEé thoi dai nay chinh 1a me toi.

A a, Takarazuka dep dé!

Takarazuka la tinh yéu chdy bong ctia me ti twr thud thi€u thoi, bay
gio' mdi khi ¢ thoi gian ranh 16i ba ciing thweong hay 1én tau dién Hankyu
hanh hwong vé thanh dia. Du l1a ngwoi hay Tanuki, mot khi da diy vao
Takarazuka thi hau nhw 1a vo6 phwong ctru chira, du ¢6 nhan dwgc sy chim
s6¢ y hoc tin ti€n nha't van hoan toan khong ¢6 kha ning lanh bénh.

B&i vdy chiing t6i da bd cudc trong chuyén cudp di s& thich ctia me.
Tw khi cha t6i qua doi, ching bénh cudng Takarazuka cta me lai cang
khong c6 di€m dung. Nhirng budi chiéu mudn, me thwong tir trong rung
thieng Tadasu bi€n thanh mdt thanh nién tudn td y nhw trong kich
Takarazuka roi di ra ngoai pho. Me luc nao cliing s€ bi€n thanh mdt thanh
nién dién trai, nén mdi I4n di cing me anh em ching tdi déu bién thanh céc
thi&u nir xinh dep. Ching t6i khd 12 bat mét, nén c6 T4n con dwoc ngudi
clia dai truyén hinh Kyoto goi lai trén dwong Teramachi. Nhin me dic y tra
loi phong van cda dai truyén hinh, chiing t6i lanh ca ngwoi.

Theo nhw t6i biét thi ngdy tred'c me tdi khong d&n ma’y chd nhw tiém
bi da, nhung chéng biét t& lic nao lai nhiét tinh t&i lui, cang lic cang quen
bi€t nhiéu ddm hoc sinh cing v&éi may 6ng chi trung nién, dwgrc ho chi
day nhung ky thuat can thi€t, mai gitia tay ngh€ cang lic cang 1én cao.
Chic chuyén nay 13 do quan di€m hoai ¢& “M§ nam phil hop choi bi da”

ctia me (va chi me td6i mé&i nghi ra) ma ra.
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Ca trong gidi Tanuki 14n Con ngwoi, me t6i déu dwore biét t&i bang céi
tén “Vwong tir 4o den”.

Hinh nhv d6 1a tén do me tw dat.
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T6i trong 16t mot thi€u nit dé thwong, ngdi bén cra s& clia tiém bi da ma
nhin xudng dong sé6ng Kamogawa dwdi anh hoang hon. Trén cdy cau lon
Kamo bic qua song, nhitng chiéc xe buyt cfia thanh phd cling v&i xe hoi
chi€u dén sang 14 lanh phong vot qua. May tir dau un un kéo tdi che 14p
bau troi, & phia ndi Higashiyama troi t&1 den nhw bi nhuém muec.

Me t6i ndy gior van tip trung choi bi da. Du dang gip nguwdi xudng, toc
ctia me van khong hé bi r6i. Toi khong ¢6 hitng thi gi v&i bi da, nén chi
ho hirng trong theo me dang mé say véi ma’y qua banh lan lan.

“Gan day con lai gdp c6 Benten nira a?”

Me tbi vira xoay xoay cdy co danh bi da vira néi. “Lai lam maYy chuyén
nguy hi€m ntra r'oi!”

“Moi chuyén On cd ma me.”

“Con nguoi 4y qudi g& 1am, 16 con ma't canh gidc s& bi dem nau 1au
mat. T xwa d&€n nay Tanuki da hay bj dem nau lau r'6i, cdi thir goi 1a Con
ngwoi kia con xau xa doc 4c hon ca Thién cau hay H6 ly ma.”

“Nhung ma sw phu Akadama nho’ con, nén dau c6 t chdi dwore.”

“Ong &y cit thich cwra strng 1am nghé, chay tron hién thwe nhi? Nhitng
ké nhw thé€"1a khé chiu nhat.”

Me thdé dai.



Vu bé bdi sw phu Akadama si mé co gdi “Benten” minh di bét c6c vé
tr bo' h'd Biwa, sau d6 din ¢ ta vdo con dwong ma dao, nhung céi co
Benten nay lai ch:fmg thém li€c nhin sw phu mot cdi da lan truyén ra cd cd
do6, ngwoi nguoi nha nha déu biét.

Me t6i thic co mot cdi “cach”, nhirtng qua bong di mau lao xao lan di.
Nhin thdi thi c¢6 vé that d& dang, nhung 1am thit m&i biét 1a khong dé in.
Me t6i cling da c¢6 mot thoi gian ¢6” stec day t6i choi bi da, nhwng t6i hdu
nhw khong ti€p thu dwoe gi. Bdy gior hinh nhr me dang day cho em trai toi.

“Ciing sip d&n 182 hoi Obon* réi nhi, phai dwa du thuyén ra thdi.
Yaichiro hinh nhw dang chuan bi r'6i. Con ¢6 nghe ngéng dwoe gi khong?”

“Da khong, anh ca chg’lng noi gi hét.”

“C6 vé moi viéc ti€n hanh thuan lgii. Chi€c Manpukumaru khéng con
nwra roi.”

Poi may clia my nam nheo lai. “Thing bé d6, gid nhw né bd dwoc ci
thoi ldc nao cling lam mdt minh ma chju ban bac v&i con thi td't r'6i.”

Gia dinh chiing t6i mdi nim lai dwa du thuyén ra di ngdm hoi dot ltra
tién dwa nguoi chét Gozan*. Céi du thuyén dé dwoc ché tao rat dic biét,
dung rwou lam nguyén liéu d€ bay trén bau troi. Ng6i trén né tin hwdng
gi6 mat d&m he, roi I'4n lwot di ngdm ting dam Itra dwa tién dwoe thip 1én,
day la phong tuc Obon c6 tr thoi cha toi con sdng. Nhung nam ngodi do
mot cudc tranh chap chglng ra sao ma cai thuyén da bi chdy gan nia.
Thuyén bay d6t nhién liéu bang rwou ciing chzamg dé ki€m gi. Anh ca toi
chic dang chuih bj thuyén mdi, nhung k&t qua thé nao ciing khong phai
chuyén t61 can quan tam.

“Anh cd rd't ghét nhor va cac em ma.”
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“Con ciing vy, c& hoa thuin v&i thang bé 4y hon chit nira di.”

“Con yéu thwong anh cd ma. Anh &y 1a nguoi tot.”

“Lai bat dau gidu cot roi daYy, ci thang nay!”

NGi roi me lwdm tdi. “Yaichiro 1a dia thing tinh vung vé, né khong
bi€t cach d6i phé v&i loai ngwoi quanh co nhw con dau. Chuyén dé con
phéai nhwong né mot bwd'c méi dwoe.”

“Nhuw vay phién qua.”

“Con d6, khi nao ciing 16ng bong nhwng hda ra lai 1a ngwoi ngoan cd,
that gidng y nhw me. Nhwng cling phai ¢ gidi han thoi.”

Ching m&y chdc maYy dira hoc sinh hay choi bdi than thiét v&i me i
cling dén.

Bon ho ¢6 vé ling ting ngin ngai trrd'c mit tdi, von van dang lam bd
dirng d6 day thanh nha, nhung gio toi lai ndy ¥ mudn di tham ngwoi anh
thr dang & chiia Rokudo Chinno, nén rtt lui khdi noi nay.

Toi goi me van dang trd chuyén rom ra v&i may nguoi kia vao mot
goc, thi thdm néi. Khi tdi bdo sé di dén chd anh thir, me cwoi vui vé. “Vay
sa0?” Me néi. “Xem hd me thing bé c6 con song khong nhé.”

“Me ciling nén di gip anh &y chixr, me da t&i tham anh &y Ian nao dau
dung khong?”

“Vi n6 ludn khé chiu mdi khi me t&i.”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.”

“Thing bé & d6 nhu the 12 do chAp niém riéng clia nd, nhung lai thay
x&u ho voi me vé chuyén do.”

Me quay tré lai véii ddm ban choi bi da, nhung d6t ngdt ngoanh lai.

“Ma nay, trén dwong di vé, con nhd ghé qua nha mdy phat dién



Ebisugawa, dén Yashiro vé&. Cong viéc chic chan 14m, nén cho né in thit gi
ngon ngon nhé.”

Em 1t cia ching toi tén Yashiro, tr ngay hom qua bit dau hoc viéc &
cong xwdng san xud't reou Denki Bran gid nim phia sau nha may phét dién
Ebisugawa.

“Hom nay thdi tiét xau 1dm day, me cling mau chdng rit di thi hon.
Né&u c6 sa@m no la lai phién to.”

“Me biét roi.”

Me t6i hi miii r'6i quay lai ban bi da, chi c¢6 bong lung ctia “Vwong ti
40 den” dwra tién tdi.

Mai toc den dworc chdi mwot ma cia me tda sang 1ap lanh trong cin
phong ngép tran anh dién. Du nhin th& nao cling 1a mdt Con nguwoi ky cuc
chglng hop voi chdn nay, ki€u gi cling khong giong mot ba me Tanuki,
nhung bén trong dé lai chira dwng mdt linh h'on ngwoi me dang bung chay.
Khong thé tin ring d6 that s 13 mot ngwdi me. That ddng so'.

To1 cui chao may cau hoc sinh dang tu tap lai mdt cach dang yéu,
khién cho ho mim cwoi, roi di xuéng cau thang.

Lic ra d&n dau cau lon Kamo, tdi da tw hinh dang mot thi€u ni nhd
nhén d& theong héa thanh mot nam sinh dai hoc dau bu toc roi kém hap
ddn. Bo la dang vé cia toéi ngay thwong khi di lang thang trong thé& gidi
Con nguoi, vi thé” ma tdi cling c¢6 biét danh la “thﬁng sinh vién dai hoc

ludm thuém™.
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Trén con dwong Higashi Oji da nga bong chiéu, tdi cwdi xe dap di veé



hwong Nam.

Noi toi nhdm d&n 1a chiia Rokudo Chinno nim bén canh chiia Kennin.
Pa may ndm tr6i qua k€ tw khi anh thir tdi chui vao céi gi€ng co trong chlia
Rokudo Chinno lanh doii, chiu s ki€p nghi hwu non, qua non.

O dat c& do nay, anh thi dwoe bi€t d€n v&i cédi danh con Tanuki thi€u
y chi 1am vi€c nha't.

Ngay tw lic con 1a “Tanuki con”, anh &y dd nhe m6t con ho nhod gidu
that ky cdi “y chi lam viéc” d6 khong d€ cho ai thd’y, khi ti€p xic voi
ngwoi khac cling chéng phét ra chit sinh khi nao, hau nhw ludn bi cho la
d6 dan.

Khi anh 1om 1én roi thi tinh th& dai loai cling nhw vay, chi mdi khi c6
reoru vao, anh mai lai ¢6 cor hoi th€ hién mat miii doi chidt. Khi ¢6 rwegru thi
sir lroi nhéc cha anh toi bi thoi bay. Dém dém anh lai héa thanh “doan tau
dién Eizan* gia” th¢ mwoi tdm chay trén dwong phd’, khi€n nhirng nguoi
di choii d&m hoang so.

Cha t6i rd't hay mo1i anh thtt di udng reou, mdi Ian nhw vy dng déu
thic giuc anh “lam céi d6 di”, roi cuoi 1én con tau di€n chay trén phd do
anh t6i hda thanh ma cwoi khanh khach. Cha ¢6 vé ra't thich thd vai céi 16t
tau dién Eizan gia cfia anh thi.

Do thwong hay di udng rwou voi nhau, thoi gian anh thit & cung véi
cha hén 1a nhiéu nhat, nén chéc chén anh cling da bi€t mét mat khic cia
cha ma ching tdi khong h€ hay. Toi khong phai khong hiéu dwoc sy ghen
ti clia anh cd, ngwoi von khong uéng dwgce regru. Vi thé', khi cha méa't, anh
thir t6i da phai chiu mot ndi dau thwong ra't 1on, tee d6 vé sau anh dot ngot
ngwng udng regu Denki Bran gid, dan dan st s6ng cling danh mat.

C6 lic chuyén toi té t&i mirc anh thi thdm “hit tho cling mét qua”,
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khién me tdi gidn dién ngwoi ma ném anh xudng song Kamogawa. Ngay
ca khi c¢6 dau budn vi cha vira m&i qua doi, mot ngwoi me ném con minh
xudng dwdi song ciing van 12 me, nén khi anh t6i chealng them phan khang
hay quiy dap gi ma chi 1dm bam oc oc “Dé&n boi cling mét qud”, roi troi Ve
phia dwdi cau 1on Gojo, me tdi chi con biét nghen 10 tredre sy lwoi nhac
d6. Ngay hom do, tdi va em tdi da kéo mot con Tanuki wdt siing 1én thanh
cau lon Gojo, 6m 148y né ma mang vé nha.

Nhitng ngay nhu the ¢t ti€p tuc, roi anh thit chdng may chdc khong
lam Tanuki ntra.

Chidng t6i cudi cung cling ddm phat hodng v&i tinh trang cta anh thir
toi, nhung mot khi anh thir da quy€t dinh chuyén gi thi chfmg ai c6 the’ lat
nguwoc lai deoc. Anh Ay hat nhitng ngwdi dang lo 1ang thiic giuc minh 1a
chiing t6i ra, r'6i bd lai rieng thiéng Tadasu sau lung.

Anh 2y gidu minh trong mot cdi gi€ng cia chua Rokudo Chinno, héa
thanh mot con €ch nhd.

Tw d6 t&i nay, anh thir t6i khong vé lai hinh dang Tanuki ntra. T6i cling
da quén ma't 16ng téc anh trong thé nao roi.

Mg t6i khong hé toi tham ngwoi anh thir dang trdn dwdi gi€ng cda toi,

nén anh va me ciling d@ may nam r'6i khong trao doi loi nao véi nhau.
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Vung xung quanh dén Gion Yasaka da chim hin vao trong bong dém.
Bén duwdi nhirng bac thang da ctia dén Yasaka, nhirng ngon dén 1ap
l4nh nhon nhip trdi dai doc dwong Shijo. Bit dau tir Shijo di vé phia Nam

la dwong nhd Hanami rdt nhi€u ngwoi qua lai, toe d6 t6i di t&i mot con



dwong nhd hep tach vé phia Tay khong ma’y ai ghé t¢i. Khu phd” Gion noi
t6i budc vao tir dwong chinh rat yén ing, tdi cudi xe dap chay bing bing,
nhirng dnh deén cua cic tiém an téa sdng bong bénh nhw trong mot gia'c
mong, nhe nhang lwdt vé phia sau lwng toi.

T6i chui qua 16 hdng trén hang rdo cta chuia Kennin, sin chiia chim
trong béng dém réong ménh moéng, khdng cé béng ddang mot ai. Anh sing
vang vot clia nhitng ngon dén huynh quang hét ra gitra nhitng hang cay
tung dirng canh nhau. T6i ra khoi san chua, tir cong phia Nam di ra dwong
Yasaka.

T6i leo 1én con dwong d6i chay vé hwong Higashiyama Yasui, & khu
dan cw phia Nam la chiia Rokudo Chinno. Pa qua gio' d&n tham chia, nén
to1 cling khong lo bi ai nhin th&y. T61 treo qua hang rao xi mang, vong qua
cai giéng c& nam phia sau chinh dién cfia chiia. Thd dau qua khung ctra g6,
t61 nhom xudng gi€ng.

Khi t61 ca't ti€ng goi: “Anh o1”, trong ddy gi€ng t61 den vong 1€n mdt
giong '0m Op nho ti nhw thdi bong bong: “Yasaburo da'y ha?” T6i cdi ngwoi
xudng bén thanh gi€ng, nhin xudng diy gi€ng that ky, nhuwng hoan toan
khong thd'y bong ddng anh thitr dAu. Nhwng diu c6 nhin tha’y thi ciling chi 1a
con €ch thoi, nén toi lai nghi c6 khong tha'y thi cling chzatng $ao ca.

“HOm nay em an tdi & day nhé.”

T6i ng'6i 1€n thanh giéng, 18y com hdp mua & ctra hang com bo triede
dén Yasaka ra an.

“Com bd chic ngon 1dm nhi?” Anh thi¥ tdi thi tham ti dudi ddy giéng.

“Anh chéc chi &n toan con triung théi chir gi.”

“Pa thanh &ch thi phai séng cudc doi cho ra &ch chit, thing nay.”



“Anh khong bi nghen ¢6 sao?”

“Chi c6 nwdce 1a & diy nhiéu 1&m.” Anh tdi phi phod néi. “Péi ldc anh
cling bj nghen khi dn con sau bo gi d6 1on, nhung r'éi ciing On ca thoi.”

“Anh cang ngay cang thanh thuc cach lam &ch nhi?”

T61 ng'61 nhai com bo ngd'u nghién.

Mt troi da lin trong san chia véng ling nhw t&, ciing ching c6 béng
ngudi lui t&i bén bo gighg. Vi ddy 1a ngdi chiia ndm cich xa dwong chinh
nén cting khong nghe ti€ng xe c0.

Cai sy that day bi kich 1a anh t6i hoa ra €ch r'oi khong the’ quay lai hinh
dang ban d4u ntra 10 ra vao d hai nam trede, nhwng du ching tdi hodng
loan th& no, anh thi toi vin gitt giong diéu binh than ching khéc gi so v&i
ngay thwong. Khi t6i hdi anh liéu c6 ¢6 don khong, anh th néi: “Cai dém
khi biét ring minh khong bao gi® c6 th€ bién tré lai ni¥a, anh thay hoi cd
don budn rau chit, nhwng gior cling da bd cudc roi.” Du gi thi anh ciing
qué gidi chuyén bd cudc.

Chiing tdi d4 dé xua't rang c6 khi ba clia chiing tdi sé chita dwoc, nhung
anh thr ct khang khang: “N&u phai nho ba gia xdu tinh d6 gitip mét tay,
thi sudt doi lam &ch cling khong h6i han. Ngay to dau anh cling ché?ing
mudn quay lai lam Tanuki. Anh nhw thé nay la cau dwoe woe thdy.”

Th& ro1 anh téi chd’p nhan van ménh bﬁng thai do binh than.

“Dao géan day em khong lui t¢i tham anh, anh khong thdy c6 don daYy
chi?”

T6i vira an com bo vira hai.

Anh thi t6i phi pho dwdi gi€ng nghe nhw dang cwoi. “Moi nguoi c i

lwot kéo t&i ddy, hdi nhirng chuyén gidng nhau. Chgng c6 thoi gian ranh



ma thd’y c6 don ntra.”

“C6 nhiéu nguoi dén 14m a2

“So v&i ndm ngodi thi yén tinh hon roi, nhung van ¢ ngwoi tdi lui. So
voi hoi anh con 1am Tanuki thi ¢6 vé con nhén nhip hon. That ding 1a
chuyén nguwoc doi nhi?”

“V1i anh h'61 con 1a Tanuki cling khong c6 ban be gi ddy.”

“... N6i m&i nhé, dao nay cha hi€u sao thinh thodng anh lai thay sw
phu Akadama dén day.”

“Chéc hin 12 budn chuyén tinh cdm réi.”

“Nao la Benten tuyét my cua ta oi... Sy uy nghi€ém ctia mot Pai Thién
cal trude ddy cta su phu da di ddu ma't roi? Anh ngac nhién 1dm day. Anh
nghi ai d6 nén tim ki€m do1 sach thi hon.”

“Pa qua mudn roéi. Cdi chitng d6 chic sw phu chét mdi chira.”

“Chuyén tinh cta sw phu that 1a dai dong, nén anh chi ng6i dwdi day
gi€ng im thin thit, cho 6ng &y tré vé. Ma sau sw phu thi anh Yaichiro thi
thoang cling cé t&i da’y.”

“Ha, anh ca sao? C6 chuyén gi a?”

“Hinh nhw anh 8y dang ¢6 diéu gi lo nghi. Chi im lang r'éi cr thé bd vé
thoi.”

“Hay la anh ca dinh thuyét gido anh nhwng r'6i lai bo cudc?”

“Khong c¢6 cam gidc nhw th€. Ciing cha trach dwoc, anh 8y c6 nhiéu
chuyén phai lo nghi ma.”

“Cai d6 em hiéu chw.”

“Anh thi dao gan day lai thdy anh ca thit ddng thwong. Anh dy c6

gang lam moi cach d€ ti€p budc nguoi cha vi dai, nhwng cac em trai cua



anh 4y lai 12 mot con &ch, mdt thang ngdc, cling véi mdt dira nhéc con.
Hoan toan chealng giup duoce gi.”

“Em khong phan d6i dwoe roi. Ma ciing khong dinh phan d6i.”

“Anh tha’'y may la minh khong sinh ra lam con trai ca.”

Anh thw t6i théd dai thwon thwot.

“Né&u anh ma & vao vj tri clia anh cd, chic di héa thanh &ch ma giam

minh dwdi giéng roi.”

000

Nidm ngodi, trong nam phu lao &u cda gi¢i Tanuki, chuyén di tham cai
gi€ng cua anh thir toi tré thanh trao lwu thinh hanh.

Trudc day khi anh t6i con la Tanuki, anh von cheamg dworc ai coi trong,
dam Tanuki nhéc con choi diia & cong vién cling goi anh 13 thing dan don,
th&” ma khi da héa thanh €ch va néi loi gia biét voi gidi Tanuki roi, ty
nhién anh lai dwoe anh den san khau chi€u roi, nir than van ménh qua la c6
s& thich quai go.

Cudc vieng thim clia ai dd ban miii tén d4u tién, dén gio ciing chaamg
bi€t nira. Pam Tanuki t&i tham thwong cdi ngwoi can than bén thanh giéng
ma k€ cho anh thir t6i nhirng m&i ban khoan trong coi long. Néu lam thé thi
sdng ngay hom sau sé cdm thdy tinh thdn phdn chan, gidi trw tdo bon, ciing
co tdc dung dwong nhan tét. Nhirng 1losi don v6 can ¢ d6 cir ngay mot
nhon nhip hon, dém ndy sang dém khdc nhirng con Tanuki dén ném ndi
ban khodn vao cai gi€ng li€n tuc khong ngoi nghi. Sau d6 ca Thién cau
cting tim dén.

Bon ho déu ra vé v&i vé mit ra't nhe nhom, chi ¢4 anh th td6i1 & dwdi



day gieéng 1a u sAu mot minh.

“MAaYy nguoi dinh chon song toi trong ddng ban khoan dé ha?” Trong
long anh t6i ho'i noi 1én con gidn dir.

Nhung véi ké c6 vat gi nim ngang cling khong theém dung ditng né 1én
nhw anh thi t6i, tAm tinh dang binh ling ma phai dyng dirng 1én gian dir thi
phién todi qud, nén dan dan anh ciing binh than mic k& moi sy. P6 1a di€m
dang yéu cha anh thi.

Nhirng “ndi bdn kho#n” tran ngdp thé gi¢i nay, dai khdi ¢ th€ chia ra
lam hai loai. Mot 1a loai nhd nhadt ¢6 ra sao ciing dwoc, va hai la loai can
gidi quyé&t nhung chon dwong nao ciing khong on. Duy chi ¢c6 mot diéu
khong thay doi, dd’y la cang dau kho vi n6 thi chinh minh lai cang chiju
thiét. N&u 12 chuyén c& ging s& gidi quyét dwoc thi tot nha't 13 ding nén
bin khodn ma hdy cd hét sttc, néu 1a chuyén du ¢ c& ging thé ndo ciing
khong giai quy€t dwoc thi cé cd cling chi l1a vo ich. Nhung cé nhirng ldc
khong th€ phan dinh rach roi dwec chuyén dé, nén nguoi ta lai can cai goi
la gidi tda cang thflng trong chd'c lat. Céi gi€ng clia anh th tdi chinh 1a
gitp ich ho & diém nay.

Nguoi dang & duoi ddy gi€ng dong tai 1én nghe chi 1a mot con &ch, 16
rang khong cé kha nang gidi quy€t van dé gi, nén cling ch?ing ai ky vong gi
vao diéu d6 ca. Ho chi k€ thoi. B&i vi toe dau khdng c6 ky vong, nén cling
khong lo 14ng nhitng chuyén hdo huyén nhw phép mau khong xdy ra. Khi
néi chuyén v&i anh thit téi, nhd mot it nwde mat, ty dung ho s& tha’y I'ong
nguc nhe nhom. B&i the, du anh th i ching cho 161 khuyén gi hitu ich,
nhung d6i véoi ho 1a ¢6 cong hiéu thuce sy.

Trudc day anh thr t6i da ndi the nay.

“Bat ctr ai cling cam thdy rang chi néi voi mot cdi hd thi that 1a ngu



ngdc, n€u khong ¢6 ai nghe nhirng ndi niém ctia minh thi cheatng cO y nghia
gi. Thé& nhwng ndi chuyén voi d6i phwong cling 1a Tanuki thi lai xau ho,
Con nguoi va Thién cau thi lai chflng li€n quan gi d€n van dé cua chiing
ta. Chinh & di€m nay, anh 1a mot con Tanuki vd dung da gan nhu bi quén
lang b&i the” gidi Tanuki, khong th€ quay lai twr 16t €ch dwore niva. Lic nao
t&i day ho ciing biét 1a anh dang & dudi ddy giéng. Chinh sy sip dit thuan
lgi nay 1a diém khi€n anh noi danh, anh da phan tich ra nhw vay day.”

“Anh khong khuyén bao gi ho a?”

T6i hoi.

“La chuyén clia ngudi khdc ma, nén véi anh thi thé nao ching duge.”

Anh thi t6i néi. “Hon ntra, doi lic ¢6 ngwoi khong than thi€t vori minh
14ng nghe minh noéi ciing t6t ma. Ching phai vi th€ ma moi ngwdi méi dén
chd anh hay sao?”

“Rala vay.”

“Anh chi néi 1a minh khong gitp d& gi dwoc, that 1dong xin 10i thoi.”
Anh t6i n6i gon 16n. “DAu sao thi anh chi 14 mo6t con &ch ng'6i trong giéng
thoi ma. Chging biét gi vé b€’ 1om ca.”

“Anh a, chealng 1€ bon em va me, v&i anh nhw thé nao cling dwoc w?”

Anh thi¥ t6i ¢6 vé hoi phat y. “Anh c6 phai 14 thing muc rita d&n mirc
4y dau.” Anh néi. R6i yén lang trong chdc lat, anh m&i néi thém nhw the
dang hoi kho xtr.

“Nhung ma nay, diu sao anh ciing chi 12 mot con &ch thoi ma.”
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“Céu cho con khong bao gio quén trdi tim don thuén biét vi ngon ctia com
bo nay.” T6i vira cu nguyén vira xoi n6t mén com bo, roi cdi ngwoi nhin
xudng gi€ng, néi chuyén voi anh thir tdi. T xwa anh thir va t6i von da hoa
thuén v&i nhau, sau khi anh héa thanh €ch giam minh trong gi€ng, bon t6i
lai cang néi chuyén nhiéu hon. C¢ nhw th€ thanh éch r'6i ching t6i lai cang
hop tinh hon vay.

“Cha 1& em khong c6 ndi bin khodn nao ding k€ w?” Anh thr tdi néi.
“Du twr lic nho em da 1a dira chging hé néi dén nhtrng chuyén nhw thé réi.”

“Em chéng c6 ban khoan gi hét. B&di vi em da quyét dinh s€ sdng mot
cudc doi ky la va thd vi roi.”

“Th& chuyén v¢i Kaisei van 6n ca chi?”

“Em cheeing bi€t cd nang d6.”

“Pung c¢6 gidu lam gi. C bay td ra v&i ngwoi anh dang tin cdy nay di
nao. Du anh chi 1a &ch th6i. Nhwng nhw ngwoi ta néi day, cwoi €ch hdm
treore, hdm sau &ch cwoi.*”

“Chuyén hon woe la do cha ty ¥ quyét dinh tv xwa. Hon nira nha
Ebisugawa ciing da tha't hira r'6i.”

“Bay gio hai dira van chwa gdp mit sao?”

“Vang. C6 ay dang nghi cai gi, em ciing ché)ing bi€t nwra. That sy 1a
chwa mot Tan cham mat nhau.”

“That 1a trong tring ngiy tho. Con &ch mau xanh 14 nay ciing sip dd
hét mat 1&n r'6i.”

“Anh ctt chim dim trong may cdi mdng twdng tinh 4i di ciing duorc.
Nhwng chzalng phdi 1a cau chuyén ngot ngao lang man nhw thé” dau. Néu lo

ong chii nha Ebisugawa thanh b vor em, hai thing song sinh ngu d4n khén
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ki€p Kinkaku va Ginkaku thanh ra anh v¢ clia em, thi that ding Ia dia nguc
tran gian ma.”

“U nhi, trong hoan cinh d6 n&u 1a anh, chic s& nhdt minh dudi giéng
mat.”

“Ping nio anh ciing dang nht minh dwdi giehg roi con gi.”

“Cung that 1a khé cho em, nhung cdi d6 van 1a chuyén do cha quyét
dinh.”

“Du ¢6 néi nhw thé thi van kho thoi.”

“Anh nghi cha phai cé y tedng sau xa nao dé.”

“Khong, ¢6 khi cha chi la mu6n ¢6 ngudn cung &ng reou Denki Bran
gia d'6i dao thoi.”

“Ngo ngan. Du cha c¢6 thich u6ng regu dén thé nao di ntra thi cling
ching t&i mirc &y dau.”

Anh t61 bu'on by noi.

Loai reou noi danh v&i cdi tén “Denki Bran gia” & da't Lac Trung, vén
ra't phd bién va duoc yéu thich trong gi¢i Tanuki. Ngwdi ta néi ring trong
dam Con nguwoi cling ¢6 rd't nhiéu ké thwong xuyén udng thir nay, mot
cach 1én lit. Loai rwou bi mét nay dwoe truyén lai twe thoi Taisho, mo
phdng theo regru Denki Bran & Asakusa, Tokyo, dwoc san xua't chui & mot
cong xwdng phia sau nha mdy phat dién Ebisugawa. Gia toc Ebisugawa
ndm bi quyét clia viéc san xudt dé trong tay, ddc quyén ca san xuid't 1an
phan phdi. Ebisugawa Soun, ngwoi von tir nha Shimogawa sang & ré€ nha
Ebisugawa va tr¢ thanh gia chi ctia ho, bay gio thim chi dwoe coi nhw
ngwoi lanh dao & ¢6” do, chinh 1a em trai rudt cuia cha chiing toi.

Mic du ban dau nha Ebisugawa la mot gia toc mdi tach ra toe nha



Shimogamo, nhwng tr xwwa dé€n nay quan hé gitra hai gia toc da khong c6 gi
tot dep. Pa c6 nhiéu phwong an dwoe tim ki€m de€ xoa diu sy doi 1ap kéo
dai nay, viéc Soun tr nha Shimogamo dwoc ga di & r€ cho nha Ebisugawa
cling 1a mot trong s6” d6. Nhung di€u nay c6 tac dung ngwoc, Soun by gio
lai 1a t& dich ctia nha Shimogamo, nha Shimogamo that 1a bon ngdc di do
thém dau vao ltra.

Sau khi cha t6i qua doi, sy doi dich gitra hai nha cang ldc cang siu, con
trai cfia Soun ciing nhw cha chiing tré thanh k& dich cta bon tdi. Hai thang
song sinh &y tén la Ebisugawa Kurejiro va Kuresaburo, bi€t danh Ia
“Kinkaku” va “Ginkaku”.* Bon chiing 1a @6ng mon ctia t6i duwdi tredng sw
phu Akadama, nhung du cing la Tanuki, quan hé gitra ching t6i lai nhw
ché v&éi meo. Tai sao cha tdi lai quy€t dinh hira hen cho em gai qt
Ebisugawa Kaisei ctia ching thanh vi hon thé cda t6i, dén t6i cling chflng
1y gidi dwore. T6i nghi du th€ nao d6 cling 1a chuyén vo ich thoi. Nhan tién
thi cdi tén “Kaisei” ra't khong gidng Tanuki ctia ¢6 em ho dé 1a do cha t6i
nghi ra.

Sau khi cha qua doi, Ebisugawa Soun don phwong hily hon woc gitra
toi vori Kaisei, lam me t6i hét siec gidn dir. Du me t6i ra't thich Kaisei,
nhung con thinh nd c6 th€ goi 1a kinh thién dong dia cta ba cling van
ching binh thudng tf ndo. Khi Ebisugawa t&i thim me da hét vao mit ong
ta “Cut xudng dia nguc di!”, r'oi sdt ong ta ra khoi ring thiéng Tadasu theo
ding nghia den. Nhwng Soun chi nhé&ch mép cwoi dm mudi roi c thé” quay
veé. Sy kién d6 voi téi 1a niém hanh phic nhwng da khién cho hai nha
Shimogamo va gia dinh Ebisugawa thuc sy tuyét giao, di t&i tinh trang nhw
ngay hom nay.

“That ding la ngo ngan.”
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Anh thé néi. “Chéng biét cudc tranh dau nay s& kéo dai t&i bao gior
day.”

“Néu cha con sdng, cdi 1do Soun d6 d6" dam chwong bd mét vénh vénh
vao vao ra nhu vay.”

“Pung viy, né€u la cha thi s€ hanh xt khén khéo hon.”

“Ma anh a. Em da nghi tw xwa r'6i. Nhwng chuyén cta cha ¢6 khi nao la
do nha Ebisugawa gay ra khong?”

Nghe t6i néi vdy, anh thr t6i im bdt mot lic. Hau nhw khong phat ra
ti€ng dong gi.

“Anh a, anh lam sao vay?”

“Em dwng c6 an ndi ba't can vay thi td't hon.”

Anh thit t6i n6i v&i giong diéu nghiém khic khong giong binh thwong
ti nao. “Lo may loi d6n nay lan ra s€ lam ting thém nhiéu phién todi,
khong phai 12 ngdc 18m sao?”

T61 im ldng.

C6 th€ nghe thdy ti€ng xe mdy phong vu vt qua con dwong hep.

“Sép d&n 12 Obon r'6i nhi, anh lai nhé vé cha.”

Anh thr t6i ldng 1€ thdm thi. “Ndm nay nha minh ciing s€ mang du
thuyén ra ch? C6 diéu anh la €ch nén khong cwdi du thuyén dwge.”

“Anh ca dang chuan bj thuyén ddy. C6 on hay khong thi em ciing
chéng r0.”

“A, cdi ndm ngodi bj chdy ma't rdéi nhi?”

“Chi nh¢ lai thoi di tire 16n rudt. Hai thing khon Kinkaku va Ginkaku
d6.” To6i gidm manh chéin 1én bo giéng.

“Thoi nao, binh tinh lai di. Né&u 1a cha thi sé€ twoi cwoi ma bd qua thoi.”



T dudi ddy giéng, anh thit t6i nhu dang ddm chim vio nhitng h'6i
twdng qua khir xa x6i. “Khi cha qua doi, Yashiro m&i sinh con dé hon, em
thi vira nhap hoc vao treong cia s phu Akadama thoi nhi?”

“Chéng biét tir khi ndo da 1on dén the nay day.”

“Cha mdi khi udng rweou lai hay néi chuyén vé em 18m. Néi ra thi anh
Yaichiro s€ thdy odn hén nén anh khdng ke, nhwng cha coi trong em nha't
d4y. Hinh nhu cha ciing néi cd véi s phu Akadama ring ‘xin chi y dic
biét d&n thang bé nay’. Con bdo ring ‘thang bé nay la dira giong toi nhat’.”

Thay nhw s6hg miii cay cay, tdi khut khit trong bong chi€éu hom.

“Nay Yasaburo, em ¢ nhd nhitng 1o cudi cung nghe dwge t cha
khong?”

“Khong, em chang nhé gi ca.”

“Anh da c6 nhé lai xem nhirng 101 cudi cua cha la gi. Nhung du cd' the”
nao ciing khong nhé ra. Chuyén d6 dén gio’ van lam anh hoi han.” Anh thi
toi noi.

“Anh qua that 1a mot dira con trai khéng ra gi.”
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Tw h'oi cha to6i con song, viéc dwa du thuyén ra vao dém dot Itra tién duwa
Gozan da tré thanh mot truyén thong quan trong. C& nhw th&’, vao mdi
mua Obon ching tdi déu dwa tién vong linh cia t& tién, c¢6 1€ ho da dén cd
do thim viéng roi 1én dwong trd vE ¢di 4m, nhwng hdu nhw ching t6i
chéng nghi d&n moét ngay cha minh cling s€ xay nha & dwdi d6, chuyén

sang phia dwgc duwa tién.



Mila h¢ ndm em trai Yashiro ching t6i chao doi 1a mua hé cudi cung
ching t6i dworc & bén cha.

Chi€c du thuyén bay “Manpukumaru” cda ching td6i dwoe trang hoang
16ng 14y, tda sdng ryc rd trén bau troi dém chia ¢d” do. Cha hda than thanh
Hotei*. Cha néi rang rit mé& may mé mit v&i 6ng ba to tién vi dira em trai
m&i dwgce sinh ra cia chdng téi. T6i h'6i twdng lai dang hinh cha cwoi
khanh khéch, dwgc danh den treo trén mii tau chi€u sang.

Theo 1o anh t6i ndi, toi cling c¢d nho lai nhitng 1o cudi cling nghe
dugee te cha 1a gi, nhwng céi chét cla cha that qua dot ngdt, nén t6i khong
the nhé ra. Toi nghi cdi d6 ciing ching th& goi 1a bat hidu, anh thit t6i
khong can phai thd’y ¢6 16i nhu vay. Bon t6i ciing chzamg c6 ai may may suy
nghi vé van deé nay.

Trong san chia ving ling, mot con &ch va mot con Tanuki cii gdm mit
bu'dn rau, chim d&m trong nhitng h'di trc vé cha.

R61 anh t61 cho't ca't giong nghiém trang.

“Nay, bay gio sip c6 mot con 1on 14m t&i day.”

“Cai gi toi co a?”

Khi t6i ngac nhién héi lai, anh déap.

“Mdng anh cit ngita ngdy sudt. Chic 12 Loi Than sip d&n roi day.”

“Thé thi khong on r'6i.”

T6i bat diy t miéng gi€ng, nhin 1én troi. Mat troi da 1dn, bau trod bi
mot 1&p miy che phil. Van chwa nghe thd'y s'm rén, nhwng ngwdi anh thie
¢6 quan hé mat thiét v&i nwée cta t6i da néi nhw the” thi han khong sai.

“Céam on em da dén tham anh nhé.”

Tw dwdi ddy gi€ng anh t6i phi pho néi.
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“Nho em trong nom me nhé. Vi anh chi 1a con &ch théi ma.”
Van con chwra nghe hét 1o cua anh, toi da vut chay di.
Khi t6i ra khoi dwong Yasaka, nhirng con gié lanh bu6t da thit dot ngdt

thdi qua phd’ x4.
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“Cut xuong dia nguc di!”

D6 12 nhirng 1¢ri me néi mdi khi ndi con thinh nd, 12 101 nguyén ria cyc
ky gay git.

Bét chwdc me, anh em ching t6i ngwdi ndo ciing vay, khi con gidn bdc
1én dau th€ nao ciling sé hét: “Cit xudng dia nguc di!” Nhirng 1o phi bang
dong dac d6, miéng mdm anh em ching t6i déu ra't nhuAn nhuyén.

Me cuc ky khong thich khi con cia minh dung ttr ngir nhw vay, nén
thwong thuy€t gido chiing t6i ma nhw dang ty rdn minh 1a “hay biét yéu
thwong ké thu”, nhwng du cé vy, khi gidn dir bdc 1én dau, chinh ban than
me cting khong kiém ch€” dworec ma lai hét 1én “Cit xudng dia nguc di!” Va
roi doi luc ba s€ c6 hanh dong bao lyc nhr muén di bay ddi phuong
xudng dia nguc that, pha tung moi nd lwc can ngéin cua lii con ching t0i,
vao nhirng ldc nhw thé ba lai day dwoc cho ching t6i mot my dirc ntra:
“Lovi n6i phai di d6i véi hanh dong.”

Ay vay ma ngudi me tdo gan clia ching toi lai sor s&m sét nhw rén rét
bo cap.

M®di khi nghe thdy ti€ng s&'m nd me lai déng ng'6i khong yén, 1ong 14

trén ngwoi run rdy khong ngteng, roi chay loan xa tim chd an nip. Thé roi



ba s& co ngudi nam gitta tAm man mudi ki€u xwa treo & siu trong ring
thiéng Tadasu, n€u khdng dwoc anh em t6i 6m 18y thi me khong the binh
tinh lai duorc.

MOdi khi nghe thdy ti€ng s@'m nd, anh em ching t6i déu voi va chay
dén bén me. Trong tAm man mudi, ching td6i ép ngwdi vao nhau nhw trd
choi ép banh gidy, nén ciing bi€t mdi Ian c6 chdp chiéu sdng bau troi me
déu nhw dong cing ngwoi lai. C nhw thé, khi Loi Théan uy nghi tung
hoanh trén bau troi, anh em chiing t6i nin thé cho doi.

Diéu didng lo nhat 1a, mdi khi nghe tha’y ti€ng si'm thi me chiing t6i lai
khong duy tri dwoe 16p vO nguy trang.

Né&u chang “Vwong tt 4o den” noi danh ving Demachi dang thic bi da
ma dot ngot bien thanh mdt con Tanuki 16ng 14, chéc hin trong ca gidi Con

ngwdi 14n gidi Tanuki s€ ¢6 mot vy Am 1 ddng k€.
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To6i phong xe dap qua dwong Higashi Oji nhw gié cudn. Nhirng ngon dén
thanh phd’ chi€u sang phia dwdi man mua.

Nghi ring hin em trai cing dang di vé phia Demachi-yanagi roi, nén
khi d&n kénh dao chay tr Okazaki toi ré trdi roi ti€p tuc chay.

Doc con kénh dao nay c¢6 nha may phat dién Ebisugawa, nwd'c h'o Biwa
d6n & phia tredc ctra xa nwdc dwge anh den dwong thwa thot chi€u sang,
nom cit duc nhd nhe. O bén by ddi dién hién 1én ddng hinh c¢6 doc tim
trong 4nh dén tring toat clia birc twong dong tac thong doc Kitagaki
Kunimichi, ngwdi da ¢6 nhiéu nd lyc trong viéc kién thié€t kénh dao Biwa.

Nghe dau mot bac cha chud cta ching t6i tén la Shimogamo Tetsutaro von



la ban be than thi€t ctia thong dd'c Kitagaki, than thi€t d€n muc c6 the goi
nhau than mat la “ban Tetsu oi1” hay “cqu Kuni a”. Nhung cu Tetsutaro da
trng dyng ra trd doi trd vi dai dén mirc da chét dworc nira nim ma van gat
dwgc moi ngwoi 1a minh con sdng, nén muoi chuyén thi hét tdm chin
chuyén vé cu chic 12 néi 140.

Tdi dwa mét nhin sang cong xa nedc dén gan ciy cau nhd bic qua
kénh dao, d€ xem & trén cau cé chuyén gi dang xay ra.

O khoang gitra cdy cau ¢6 mot con Tanuki nho dang cudn tron lai, run
l1ay bay. Cdi ki€u chi nhin m6ng da biét chgng nho cdy gi ndi d6, chic chin
12 em t6i roi. O d4u phia Bic cdy ciu c¢6 mot birc twong méo mdi khach
khong 16 nhw twong An Do dang dirng chin dwong, vénh vio nhin dira em
dang run ray clia tdi v&i d6i mat 1de 1oe sdng.

Pira em trai dang yéu cua t6i hinh nhw dang bi con meo mei khach lao
1&u kia bét nat!

Nghi rang di ra citu tro' 13 nghia vu cta ké 1am anh, toi hét 1én
“Shimogamo Yasaburo ta dén day!” r'6i lao t&i. Nhan cau to 1én cia con
meéo mei khach dich chuyén, nhin vé phia bén nay. Téi vit xe dap sang
mot bén roi chay ra, dira em that thdn lao vao vong tay cua t6i. T6i 6m
chiit dira em trai mém mai vao trong 1ong, trirng méit nhin con méo moi
khach, g6ng nguoi ding tan.

“A hd a h4, Yasaburo t&i r6i 427

Con meéo moi khach dang ding ngang dwong ndéi. Thé r'oi cai miéng
n6 tach ra thanh mo6t nu cwoi khoai tra. Khi né cwoi, cdi bung cling phinh
ra, tfm moc bai treo trén ¢4 dong dwa. Trén d6 cé vi€t may chir “Quyen
Thd Trong Lai”* bang ki€u chit Yose*.

“Ram!”
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Mot am thanh choi tai dot ngdt vang 1én, tir sau lwng toi lai c6 mot con
me&o moi khach 1on nhdy xuéng tw bau troi. Con meéo moi khach den
tuyén ndy chin ngang duwong rit lui clia bon toi, cling gidm nat cdi xe dap
cua toi. Trén cO no ciing cé mdt taAm thé bai budng xudng, tim nay ghi bén
chr “Théng Khau Nha't Diép”*.

Pang trede 13 “Quyén Thd Trong Lai”, ding sau lai 1a “Thong Khau
Nhit Diép”. Khong biét y nghia clia thanh ngit bodn Han ty ma van deo
trrd’c ngwc nhw tAm bang quang cdo sy ngu d6t ciia ban thidn minh mot
cach dic y thé& kia, trong gi¢i Tanuki ngoai hai anh em d4an don Kinkaku va
Ginkaku ra chflng con ai khac. Bon chiing thich nhirng thanh ngr b6n chw
phtec tap, tin ring deo ching trén ngwdi sé ngu 1&m. Tuy vay ching toin
dung ma khong bi€t y nghia. Ma “Thong Khau Nhat Di€p” ¢6 phai la
thanh ngwr dau.

“Yasaburo, thing em clia may vira bd bé cdng viéc ma tron khdi xudng
day.”

Kinkaku dirng tredrc mit toi gid giong thuyét gido ra't dic y. “Tai bon
tao dwgc nho’ cdy nén mai giao viéc cho né. Chi thé th6i da phién phirc,
ma gitra chirng né con bd cong bd viéc, khong th€” @€ nhw vay dwoc ding
khong?”

“Pung vy, anh a.” Tw phia sau, Ginkaku néi. “Khong th€ d€ mac vay
dwoc.”

“Cong viéc dwoc giao cho minh thi minh phéi hoan thanh dang hoang,
cAm phan nan gi, d6 mdi 1a cdch lam cia Tanuki.” Kinkaku, k& van chua
c6 dwge bat cir thanh tyu gi, ti€p tuc ndi. “Tao chfmg muon choé mii vao,
nhung tao tha’y lo lang cho twong lai cia nha Shimogamo bon may daYy.”

“Nha Shimogamo chi con toan lii ngu ngdc thoi, anh 2.” Céi thing


https://calibre-pdf-anchor.a/#a110

Ginkaku chéng lam gi dwore ngoai may chuyén xuan ngdc cling xen vao
hwdng tng.

“Pling th¢’ ddy. Pira con thit thi 12 &ch, dira thi ba 1a thing ngdc, dira
it ciing chi t&i mic 4y 1a cling. Gia toc ching ta ma khdng ging 1én thi

AT 99

twong lai cuia gidi Tanuki thét 1a den to1.

“Néu c6 anh thi s€ on théi ma. Anh chinh la ng6i sao hy vong d6.”

Em trai t61 da quén ma't cich bi€n hinh ma run lé€n 13p cép, nhung t61
biét ring né bd ra khodi cong xwdng vi mudn dén chd me. Em t6i mong
manh nhay cam vo6 cung nén ra't & chuyén bién hinh, n€u gap ap luc gi thi
s& 10i dudi ra. Vi ly do d6 ma em t6i bj dinh cdi biét danh xau x{ 1a “thing
101 dudi”.

“Nay, Ginkaku.” T6i néi. “Théng Khau Nha't Diép khong phai 1a thanh
ngtr bon chw dau.”

“Ping c6 Itra phinh tao. B may 1a ti&n si thanh ngit bdn chit chic?”
Ginkaku néi.

“Cai do la tén ngwoi, Higuchi Ichiyo d6 quy ngai.” T6i néi véi chit
thwong hai. “Tén ngwoi voi thanh nglr bon chir 1a khac nhau chi.”

“Anh a, c6 that vay khong?”

Ginkaku 1ién td vé ba't an ma hoi Kinkaku, Kinkaku dwong hoang tra
lovi.

“Khong dworce tin nd. Thong Khau Nha't Diép 1a mét chi€c 14 roi wot
siing méc ket lai bén mép mang nudc. D6 1a thanh ngit bon chir the hién
ndi c6 don clia mua thu dd’y. Tao tirng doc trong sdch ma.”

“Thdr dtng la anh. Em ciing hieu dai khai ro6i.”

“Purng c6 d€'y toi cdi thang d6.”



Kinkaku gidm chin 1én da't rfAm ram.

“Puoc r'oi, gio' giao thing em 180 khodo ctia may ra day. Bon tao sé
day dd né. Cha cho bon tao toan quyén chiu trach nhiém ma. Day dd né
that nghiém khéc 12 viéc clia bon tao. Th& nén bon tao khong th€ bd viée
gitra churng.”

“Xin 16i bon may nha.” T6i néi, roi dm chit 14y em trai.

“May van la thang ich ky, tiy tién tir tredc dén gior nhi? My thing coi
nhe € théi chia gidi Tanuki nhw may, lic nao cling l1am tao thay chan ghét.”

“Bon may khong phdi cling dang coi nhe [€ théi d6 sao?”

“Bon tao thi khdng sao. B&i vi bon tao ra't tuyét voi.”

Kinkaku néi vy, r'oi lai thém vao v&i vé mat hgm hinh. “La nhirng ké
Dung Thong V6 Ngai* ddy.”

“That tuy€t qua, anh a, con bi€t may chtt Dung Théng V6 Ngai nwra!”
Ginkaku lai cat 1o khen ngoi.

“Hon ntra ching tao chéng giong nhw ai kia di bam theo dira con gai
quy bau ctia nha nguoi ta dau.”

Kinkaku néi. “Ai kia & day, y 1a may do6.”

“Cé4i gi may thing kia, tao 1am chuyén mit day d6 h'i nao?”

“Néu twong lai ctia Kaisei bi hily hoai, cha cling s€ gap kho khan. Pa
hily hon wde roi ma may van khong chdp nhin dwoc sao. Cédi th nhw
dong mau nha Shimogamo, bon tao day khong can.”

T6i va em trai cung lic noi con gian dir, hét 1€n: “Cut xudng dia nguc
di!”

“May néi toi mirc do &%y, lam bon tao mudn gi€t may that roi day.”

“Lam that di cling khong sao, anh a. Gidm bep bon né di.”
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Tw phia xa chan trod, ¢ the nghe thdy ti€ng ‘Am Am nhw chay da.
Chéng miy chdc Loi Thén s& b&t dau dap chan 1én bau trdi c& do.

Gai cdi dau mii lanh ngit vio m4 tdi, em trai toi bit dAu cat ti€nhg
khoc.

“Anh o1, me chic gap ric r&i roi.”

“Anh bi€t.”

BAy gio' ma con cling v&i mdt thang Tweedledum ngu si v mot thing
Tweedledee* ngdc nghé&ch cii va nhitng chuyén vo ich thi chic chéin s&
khong kip vé bén me mat. Nhung hai thing Kinkaku Ginkaku lai c6 strc
lrc. Vi thé néu trye dién phan thang bai v&i ching thi that 1a ngu ngdc hét
strc. Bay gior phai tam thoi rit lui, sau d6 nhao ndn ra mot k& hoach thit
ban thiu d€ khi€n ching phai kéu 1én oai odi. T6t nhat 1a mdt bién phép
khong lam ban tay toi.

Hai con m¢o moi khach khong 16 tir phia tred'c va phia sau ép sat lai,
toi 6m 18y dira em bé nhd, suy nghi cach thoat than nhanh chéng.

Nhung t61 chﬁng xoay ra dugce cdch nao.

T phia sau Ginkaku dang dirng chin dwong, chot vang 1én mot giong
n6i nghiém nghi: “Nay Kinkaku, Ginkaku.” Th& r'6i, ti€éng gam gao 1on
ctia ho kéo dai, khi€n bung da ching t6i thét lai. Kinkaku va Ginkaku mat
cét khong con giot mdu, tré thanh tring béch nhw may con méo moi khich
bing sir.

HG 1a ddng vat ¢6 v an thit thudc ho nha meo, sanh ngang voi su ti
trong céac thi ho meéo c& 1én, chiéu dai cor the 1én tdi hai mét, trong lwong
dé dang vwot qud hai trdm ki 16. Trén tAm thadn mau vang éng c6 diém

nhtrng soc mau den, nghe ndi c6 khi con danh nga dwoc ca gdu. O chau A
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hG dwoc ca tung l1a biac nhat trong cac loai thi. Ching an da thk, k€ ca
ngwoi, Tanuki, nhim, riia hay bo ngya.

Nhan tién, & trong thanh phd khong c6 hd sinh sdng that dau. Duy chi
c6 Tanuki bi€n hinh ma thoi.

“La anh Yaichiro!” Em t61 kéu lén.

Anh c4 t6i rd't nghiém tdc tuln theo € théi cda gidi Tanuki, tuyét do'i
khong tuy tién bi€n hinh. Th& nhwng khi con gidn da 1én d&€n dinh di€m,
anh s& hoa than thanh mdt con hd oai phong 1am liét.

Vi th€, anh ca t6i c6 biét danh 1a “Con ho' nha Shimogamo”.

000

Anh ca dang phing phirng gian dir, d4u tién 12 cin vao cdi mdng Ginkaku
dang & vi tri thuan ti€n cdi da.

Ginkaku thét 1én mét tiéng ky quéi. “A 4 4, rdch mong em mat!” roi
bién ngwoc tré lai thanh mot con Tanuki thdm hai. Van cn ho Ginkaku,
gior ¢3 héa thanh mot cuc 16ng, anh cd lic manh cdi c3, lflng Ginkaku bay
mot vong qua ludng dnh sing tring ti nhitng ngon dén dwong. “Tao dang
bay!” “Ai d6 do tao v&i!” Cuc 16ng dang bay trén troi hét 1én, nhung
ching ma’y chd'c dd roi xudng nwde danh bdm, roi moi thit lai yén ling.

Tb6i cau thang Ay c nhw the’ ma mat tich ludn di.

Bay gior khi dira em Ginkaku da troi theo dong kénh dao vé phrong xa
ma nhiam d&n bién 16n, Kinkaku tré nén day canh gidc. P6i chan lwdi nhac
phia sau ctia con méo moi khach chot nhd lai, cai bung ndng né map map
ciing thu gon. TA'm thé bai tredc mit bién mat, ddi mit tée lka tré nén

lanh I€o, 1&p 16ng vang ram rap moc ra quanh mit.



Kinkaku da hoan toan bién thanh mot con sw tir. N6 cang cirng toan
than nhw the bit ct lic ndo ciing c6 thé nhay ch'dm 1én, nhin chdm cham
trng ctr dong clia anh trai t0i. Anh trai t6i van gilr tw thé cdi thAp cd xudng
day canh gidc, cham rai dé€n gan.

T6i cling em trai trdn vao béng ciia mdt cdt di€n, quan sat cudc quyét
chién hi€m tha’y gitra sw tir va ho.

Ch:flng may chd’c Kinkaku da chom Ién anh cd. Trong chd'c lat 1op 16ng
day vang 6ng cung nhirng soc den quay cu'dng hoa 14n vao nhau khong
phéan biét dwoc, nhwng cudi cung lai nghe ti€ng Kinkaku hét 1€n chéi tai
“Khong dworc!”

“Né&u anh cén t6i & do, s& c6 nhiéu chuyén tdi té cho coi!”

Bj anh t6i ngoam vao cdi chd né€u bj cdn sé c6 nhiéu chuyén toi te,
Kinkaku mau chéng bi€n tré lai thanh Tanuki.

Anh ca ha't dau, Kinkaku ciing giong nhw Ginkaku, vé€ mét vong cung
bay trén bau troi. Ti€ng um ctia nwde kénh dao lai vang 1én, sau do6 tré nén
that sy yén tinh.

Bau trovi sang 16e 1én. Nhirng giot mwa ciing 16p ddp roi xudng.

Anh ca tir hinh dang h&' da bién trd lai thanh mét thi€u gia tré tudi mac
trang phuc truyén thdng. Anh li€c sang t6i va em trai dang dirng duéi chan
cOt dén v&i dnh mét lanh 180, nhung rdi lai quay vé phia dau cau huyt sdo
mot ti€ng chdi tai. Khi d6 chiét xe kéo ty ddng dang doi & bén € dwong
di t&i. P6 1a bdo vat ma anh ca toi thura ké” tie cha. Ga kéo xe cua chiéc xe
nay la mot con rdi phu xe, do mét the’ 1am con rdi ndi ti€ng ngay trede &
Kyoto phat minh, ct¢ dong da kém di nhi€u r'6i, nhwng vi d6 1a di vat cla
cha nén anh ca da stra chira khong bi€t bao nhiéu lan, con rat thich s

dung.



Sau khi leo 1€n céi xe kéo, anh ca li€n ca't ti€ng goi tdi va em trai.
“Lan khan do lam gi! Mau 1én xe ngay!”

T6i van 6m theo em trai, nhdy 1én céi xe kéo.
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Chiéc xe kéo lach qua nhitng con dwong chit hep ching chit trong phd’.
Mua cang lic cang ning hat, nhung con r6i phu xe van khong mot 161 phan
nan ma can man kéo xe chay.

Anh ca t6i hinh nhw da dé€n de mot budi hop td chirc & phia Gion, ¢6
lién quan dé&n cudc chi€n tranh gianh quyén lyc trong gidi Tanuki. T6i
nght anh ¢4 tinh cwdi cdi xe kéo ty dong yéu thich la vi mudn dworc chia sé
chit it hao quang tw cha t6i, ngwoi trng ngdi cdi xe nay di vong vong
tredc day. Tuy nhién cudc hop c6 vé da két thic mot cach ra't toi té.

Ct nhin cdi cach anh vwra lau bau vé cudc hop khé chiu ban nay, vira lo
lang cho ngwdi me dang bi sa'm sét de doa, roi con thuyét gido hai dira em
ngu ngdc bi ddm Ebisugawa bit nat kia 12 biét. Mit anh ca nhin nhé kich
liét d&n mirc t6i ty hdi liéu anh con c6 th€ phd ra mot bd mat nhan nhé hon
nwra hay khong.

“Tai sao hai dra ching may bi ddm Ebisugawa si nhuc d&n nhw thé
ma khong tra diia gi lai ha?”

Anh ca n6i. “Ching may khong c6 khi khai 1iéu than d€ bao v€ ni€ém ty
hao gia toc hay sao?”

“Em xin 16i.” Em trai t6i nhd giong néi. Thing bé da quay lai hinh dang

mot thi€u nién, nhwng bi chdn dong voi vé tlirc gian cda anh ca, nén cai



dudi lai 10i ra ti ldc nao khong biét. “Nhwng em ¢6 néi v&i bon né 1a hay
xuong dia nguc di da’y.” Em t6i rut ré ndi, nhwng anh ca khong thém ti€p
chuyén.

“Tw hao gia tdc 1a cdi gi? Em khong bi€t may tht d6 dau.” T6i noi.

“C4i thang chi ¢An ban than minh th&y thi vi thi sao ciling dwgre nhw
cau, di nhién khong bi€t di€u d6 roi.”

Anh ca toi n6i. “That 1a, cdu ding 1a ¢6 bat hi€u. Cha & dwdi sudi
vang chic dang budn long 18m day.”

“Cha khong phai la loai Tanuki them d€ y t&i ma’y chuyén dé dau.”

Nghe t6i dap lai nhw vay, anh ca im bat mdt caich hAm hyec.

Khi chiing toi d&n tiém ci phé ndm & d4u phia Tay cAu 1¢n Kamo, mwa
cang tr& nén dir do6i hon, mat dwong nhya cia dwong Imadegawa nhu ¢é
khéi trang phii 1én. Khi sim sét ‘Am 2o ring dong, anh em tdi rudt gan déu
lanh di.

T6i dén ti€ém bi da & fang trén, nhwng khong thd’y béng dang me dau

T6i chop mot hoc sinh dang vung vay cdy co d€ hdi chuyén, va dwoc
cho biét rang khi sAm chép vira vang 1én thi gwong mit tring tréo cia
“Vwong ti¢ 40 den” cang lic cang tdi nhot, ldo ddo tw tiém bi da chay
xudng dwdi Tau. Clu ta ndi sau d6 tiém ca phé dwdi Tau c6 con Tanuki
chay lac vao nén hét strc "dm 1, nhirng ngwoi dang choi bi da ciing d6 x6
xudng ti€m ca phé nhwng khong thd'y bong dang “Vwong tir 4o den” dau
ca. “Chéc 1a vé nha roi cling nén.”

Chiing t6i truy hdi gay git xem con Tanuki d6 d3 ra sao ro6i, nhung ciu

ta chi néi v&i gwong mit ddy ngd vuc. “Chang biét tir Iic ndo né da chay



di dau r'6i.”

Ching t6i khong biét me da di dwong nao.

Trong con dong bao nay, t6i nghi me chealng thé’ nao mot minh tré vé
rieng thiéng Tadasu dwoc. C6 1€ me dang kinh hodng & mot chd tdi tim nao
d6, wot sing vi mwa cling nén. Hodc 1a vi s8'm chdp ma thu minh lai, bi
Con ngudi bit dwoe va mang 1én xe mat roi. Moi Tan sam sét sang 1én
chi€u roi song Kamogawa den t61, nhirng hinh dung xau dang con cao
trong rudt gan ching toi lai cang tré nén dang so.

“Oi, me oi!”

Anh ca t6i vira hét vira vo dau but toc, ddt ngdt 1am vao trang thai
hoang loan. “Tai me cr di choi bi da day!”

Anh &y mdi khi d&i mit tryc dién véi nhirng tinh hudng cing thezlng
nhw thé nay thi lai tré nén hoang hot, 1p ma quyén uy boc quanh nguoi
ngay thwong déu rung roi 14 ta khong con chit gi. Anh &y néi mudn 14p
tiec truy€én 1énh cho toan the Tanuki & trong c& do cat lyc tim ki€m me.

“Pung lam to chuyén anh oi.” T6i can ngén. “Anh thyc sy nghi 1a me
s& chay t&i tAn may chd nhr Gojo hodc Ninjin sao? Trwdc mét, ct chia
nhau tim ki€m & quanh cau xem nao.”

“Ping vay. Clr quy€t dinh nhw th& tredec da. Vay may dira nghe 1énh
cua anh day!”

Anh ca vira bi mwa qui't vao, via quat Ion day khi thé”. “Yaichiro thi
tim & phia dai hoc Doshisha. Nay, biét chwa? A, Yaichiro 12 minh co' ma.
Khong sao, vdy anh s€ tim ki€m & phia dai hoc Doshisha. Yasaburo tim &
phia Bic song Kamogawa, Yashiro tim & bén kia cau. Thé& r'oi, a W, phia
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Nam cdy cau giao cho Yasaburo. P1 mau di



“Anh 2, em khong thé vira di vé phia Bic vira di vé phia Nam dworc.”
“That 12 mot thdng vo dung. Vay Yajiro di di.”
“Anh Yajiro dang ¢ trong gi€ng chuia Chinno. Ma lai 1a con &ch ntra.”
“Con dinh vo tich su t&i mitc ndo méi vira long ddy, céi thing Ay!”
Anh c4 lai vo d4u bt téc. “Tai sao cor chit!? Tai sao mA’y thing em cta
toi lai toan nhirng dra vo dung thé nay!?”
“Binh tinh lai di, anh a. Anh bay gio’ trong m&i dang lo nha't day.”
Chiing t6i lo 1dng cho anh c4 dang tré nén cing thzamg, nhung van chia
nhau ra trong dong bao de’ tim ki€m me.
Céu 1o'n Kamo chim trong mwa khéi, & gitra cau anh dén xe hoi qua lai
mo ao0. Nhirng ngon dén mau cam lac dic chi€u 4anh sang I1én trén lan can
cau khién t6i hinh dung chiing nhw nhirng cdt mdc chi dwong cho to tién

trér lai c& do.
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Bi sét de doa, bi mwa lam wot sting, ching t6i tim ki€m quanh khu vic ciu
16'n Kamo.

Thé roi toi tim thdy me dang nap trong géc t6i dwdi chan cau.

Long 14 déu wot siing, me lao ra nhw ma't hét hon via, nhdy vao long
toi ldc to6i dang loang choang di trén bor dé. Chinh lic d6 sa'm chop lai
vang doi, cd ngwoi me lai run ban bat. Toi thd phao nhe nhom, 18y tay lau
mit me dang nim trong vong tay, cah thian gat di mé 16ng wot siing dang
che mat doi mat. Me tdi hit hoi khut khit. The r'6i vira co ngudi lai vi sét

gidt ngang troi, me vira néi “Con bé nha Ebisugawa d6 & cung v&i me.”



“Luc me suyt rot xudng song, né da kéo me 1én.”

Cho chin ¢iu me tdi an ndp t67 den, nhwng tdi biét Kaisei dang nhin ra
tw bén ay.

Lau nwdc mwa dang chdy trén madt, t6i nhin vao béng t6i dudi chan
cau. “Anh nhin céi gi?” Toi nghe giong n6i gidn dir cia Kaisei vang 1én.
“Anh con dinh & diy dén bao gio’? Mau vé rung di!”

“Khong, chwa néi cam on thi khong dwoc.”

“Chuyén d6 khéng can. Anh lam me anh bi cam bay gio’, d6 ng6c.”

Kaisei chflng c6 vé gi la mudn ra khdi gam cau.

Chuyén t0i néi v&i anh th “Thét sy 1a chwa mot Tan cham mit nhau”,
khong phai 1a vi x4u hd hay gi dau, chi don gian 1a sy that thoi. Du trwde
day chiing t6i 12 hon phu hon thé, nhing du 1a hinh dang Tanuki 14n hinh
dang hoéa than cia cd &y, t6i cling chwa twng thdy. C6 vé c¢6 ay khong
mudn bj t6i nhin thdy. Tw trong bong t&i ma tdi khong th€ nhin tha'u, ldc
nao c6 Ay ciling ki€m chuyén gi d6 v&i toi. Du khong cho thdy béng dang,
nhueng mom miéng thi t& ché)ing kém ai. BO khong c6 cha me gido duwong
hay sao? Kaisei, d6i v&i t6i 1a sy bao hanh ngén t dot ngdt bay ra tw trong
béng t&1. Chi bang 11 18 dd da khién nguwdi khac khé chiu roi.

H6i con dinh hén véi ¢6 ta, do mdt bén 1a ganh niang ctia hon woc cha
dd quyét dinh, mot bén 12 sy bao hanh bing ngon tir cta vi hon thé t6i chwa
trng tha'y méit mii, nén cdn cin cda long téi ¢ chao ddo 1én xudng. Phai
cAn bing gitra hai sirc ning d6, can cn trdi tim toi vin veo nhr mudn gay.
Khi t6i con dang thon thiec nhw vay, cha da qua doi, hon wéc thi bi hay.

Vinh biét, Kaisei. Han 12 ching t6i s€ khong bao gio’ gdp nhau ntra. T6i

da nhe nhdm ma nghi nhw vdy, nhung cd ta dén by gior van ce xud't quy



nhdp than xung quanh tdi, lic nao cling 1ai nhai da thi chuyén. That 1a tai
hoa, ty dwng phai di lam tro ti€u khi€n cho nguwoi khac. Pa thé nha
Ebisugawa lai con néi rang tdi bam dudi Kaisei, that 1a vo 1y hét sirc. Ai
niy chéc chin ciing s& dong y v&i toi.

Nhwng dém nay ¢6 ta da ctru me, nén t6i khong the€ khong néi losi cam
ta.

T6i cdi dau v&i vi hdn thé chua ting thd’y dang vé, néi: “Cdm on nhé.
Cho t6i guri loi hdi tham Kinkaku va Ginkaku (vira m&i troi theo kénh dao)
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nha.
Trong béng t6i ¢o ta khit mii, r'oi néi: “Di vé can than do.”
T6i chia tay v&i Kaisei & day.
“M3Qy tén nha Ebisugawa, gid ma chung cut hét xudng dia nguc thi
tot.”

Puorc toi 6m trong tay bé” di, me néi. “Chi ¢6 con bé d6 1a khac biét.”
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Toi d&n dén dda em dang di lang thang & phia bén kia song, roi bét kip
anh ca dang chay long vong quanh dwong Imadegawa trong trang thai
hoang loan, roi gitta con mwa dong s&m chop, chiing t6i nhay 1én xe kéo
chay vé ring thiéng Tadasu.

Khi ching t6i vao dén rirng thiéng Tadasu, con dong ao ao trit xudng
bi nhirng tan 14 cdy rdm rap can lai, tr& thanh m6t con mwa nhé nhe. Am
thanh ctia nhitng giot nwdc mwa vd vao cdy 14 nhu dang vang vong khép
canh rirng trai dai Nam Béc. Ludng dnh siang xanh tring 1de 1de thi thoing

chi€u roi xudng con dwong 1én thim dén, nhung & trong rung thi chang



dang so’ chit nao. T6i 6m me clng voi anh ca va em trai ti€n bwdc trén con
dwong dai dAn dén dén Shimogamo.

Chiing t6i chui vao cdi man mudi treo & mot géc khud't cta khu ring,
co cum tdm than rdm 16ng lai v&i nhau ma kim hoi thd nhe nhe. Me 18y
chiéc khin tay tring lau thAn minh dang wdt siing, vira dwa mét nhin 1én
nhtrng chép ciy vira khi khi mii, theo d6i chuyén dong cia Loi Théan. Em
t0i nép nguwoi vao me, con toi va anh ca & hai bén K€ sat nguoi lai.

Trong bong &1, t6i ¢6 the cdm nhan dwgc hoi thd clia moi ngwoi pha
ra, Am néng va am wot.

Ghé than minh vio nhau th& niy, 14ng tai nghe ti€hg mwa roi va tiéng
sd'm tw xa, tdi chgt trd nén hoai niém.

T6i h'6i twdng lai nhirng ngay xa xwa. H6i em t6i m&i ra doi, cha hay
con sdng, anh thir van chwa phai 1a con &ch nim trong giéng. Anh ci van
con tré con vo tw chwra phai gong than ganh vac trach nhiém khéng twong
xtrng v&i voc dang cia minh. Lic d6 mdi khi ¢6 ti€ng s&'m, moi nguoi déu
quay quan vé bén me.

Me 6m 18y bdn anh em chung t6i, va cha dang vong tay rong om 18y
me ti khi ba nhim nghién mit lai.

Nh¢é dé€n nhitng chuyén nhw vy, tdi chgt cdm thay ngot ngao 1an bu'dn
ba, chealng gio'ng to1 chut nao.

Dan dan Lo6i Than chay vé huedng h'é Biwa. Toi nghi Higashiyama hin
dang rd't On ao.

“Ciling may la c6 cac con.”

Trong béng t61 da tré nén yén tinh, me ndi. “Mic du bd” Sou khong con

ntra, me van con céic con.”
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Ngwoi cha d@ mat cua ching t6i, Shimogamo “Niseemon” Soichiro 1a mét
Tanuki ra't vi dai.

Khong chi dung lai & viéc th6ng nha't gia toc Shimogamo, hao quang
uy quyén clia dng con tda sing khip noi trong gidi Tanuki & dat Lac
Trung, dwore ca nhitng Thién cau bay lwon trén phd mua sim Karasuma
cam phuc.

La mdt con Tanuki, tinh cach cua 6ng thoai mai &m dp nhw gié xuan,
rong rai khong duc cau, diém dam, ddy long tw bi, thich da loai regru, yéu
choi co Shogi, ghét nha't 1a regru khong ngon va nhirng vu tranh chap vit
vanh. Nhung mdét khi da quyét dinh chién dau, 6ng s€ dung bd ba than
thanh: cong lwge, sirc manh va kha nang héa than nhw quy than cda minh
ma d4nh cho k& ddm trirng mét nhin minh thanh min cwa rudi mudi khong
chit nwong tay. Cha la ban b¢ than thi€t v&i vi Thién cau gia sw phu cla
toi, Nyoigadake “Akadama” Yakushibo, nén 6ng cling da tng lam dam
Thién cau ndi Kurama kinh hai. Tanuki lam dwgc mot chuyén nhw vay,
ngoai ngwoi cha vi dai cha toi thi khong c6 ai.

Thé r6i con Tanuki dd moOt minh th6ng nhat gidi Tanuki d6 dwoc
nguwoi ta dat cho tén goi “Niseemon™*,

“Chi can Shimogamo ‘Niseemon’ con ¢ day, Lac Trung nhat dinh s€
binh yén.”

Trong lic moi ngwoi con dang suy nghi mét cach chit quan nhw vay, sw
viéc dot ngdt chdm diet theo cdi cach khong ai lwong truede dworce.

o Kyoto ¢6 mdt t6 chirc bi mat ciia Con nguwoi tén 1a “Cau lac bd ngay

thir Sau”, vi bon ho ¢6 1€ vao tiéc tat nién s€ an lau Tanuki, nén bi gidi
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Tanuki trong Lac Trung thu ghét oan hén.

Ngay td't nién cia ndm em t6i ra doi, ho cling quiy quéan bén n'6i lau
Tanuki truyén thong.

Nguyén liéu ctia n'6i lau do6 1a cha t6i.

Lic bi€t tin cha da mat, anh em ching t6i ngdy ngan khong ndi gi
dwgc sudt cd mot ngay, roi méi khoc oa. Anh cd khoc, anh thik khoc, t6i
cling khéc. Em t6i méi 1a mdt dira bé thdi, nén con khéc to hon niva. Khée
hé&t Tan nay dén I'an khac khong dung lai dworc.

“Chi can la Tanuki, han s& c6 kha nang bi mang ndu lau. C6 phai
chuyén gi la lung dau.”

Me dd danh ddm Tanuki con dang khéc lién mién.

“Cha céc con la mot Tanuki tuyét voii, nén cha ¢6 thé€ thong dong cuoi
ma tr¢ thanh mdt n6i lau ngon lanh tuyét diéu. Cdc con ciing phai tr&
thanh nhtrng Tanuki nhw th& nhé. Hay trd thanh nhirng con Tanuki can
trrong ¢ the héch miii ceoi vao ma’y thir nhw n'6i 1au ctia Cau lac bo ngay
thr Sau. Hay giong nhw cha cac con nhé. Nhwng dwng thir 1am that.”

No6i dén day, me lai vira 6m 18’y ching t6i vira khoc.

“Me xin céc con, dung ai tré thanh n'6i 1au.”

Khi cha ching t6i thong dong tr¢ thanh n'6i lau Tanuki, thda man céi
bung clia nhirng hoi vién hi€u ky kia, thi gi¢i Tanuki trong da't Lac Trung

bit d4u tha’y da'u hidu séng gi6 ndi 1én.
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Khi mwa gié sém sét da diu di, cho t&i lic chim vao gid’c ngl, ching toi



néi v&i nhau nhirng chuyén nhw thé’.

“Nhr me da néi, me da nudéi day chiing con thanh nhirng dira tré can
trrong, nhung tui con hét ba dira hén 13 vo dung.”

Toi néi. “Hon ntra, mot dira lai 1a con €ch.”

Tdi cam gidc nhu anh ca dang cudi cay ding.

Me dp dau miii vao ma cua em t6i dang say ngu.

N AZ

“La €ch thi lam sao dau. Chi ¢an cdc con con song trén doi, voi me la
dua roi.”

Suy nghi mot luc, me lai n6i thém.

“Hon nira, me biét ring cic con ai ndy déu 12 nhitng Tanuki tuyét voi

N 9

ma.



Chuong ba
Cudc chién du thuyén Daimonii

Bét chuwdc canh hoa di€u phong nguyét* ciling rd't phong lwu, nhung
chic hén bt chuéc Con ngwdi 1a thd vi nhat. Vi thé ching toi tham gia
vao cudc sdng binh thwong 14n phong tuc hing nim ctia Con nguwdi, cdm
tha’y thi vi dj thwong. Cdi tinh khong 1am thé thi chju khong dwgec d6 chic
chin da truyén lai cho chiing t6i qua bao nhiéu doi tir thoi Thién hoang
Kanmu xa x01, cha chung t61 goi d6 1a “dong méu ngoc nghéch”.

“La do dong mau ngbdc ngh€ch gy nén day.”

MOdi khi anh em t6i 1am chuyén gi xdu hay gdy Am 1, cha lai cwoi ma
noi nhu the'.

Vao dém I hoi dot lira tién dwra Gozan, von la mot di€m dic trung clia
mua h¢, Tanuki chdng tdi cling tra tron gitra nhitng Con nguwoi dang choi
boi han hoan ma vui vé tiéc tung. Cai d6 cling la do dong mau ngdc
nghéch cta ching t6i gay ra.

D& véi toi 1€ hdi dot Itka Gozan 1a vui thi nhat, bdi né von gin két
voi nhitng h'6i twdng vé cha. Cha thwong trang hoang chi€c du thuyén
Manpukumaru that 16ng 13y, réi chiing tdi vira vui vé han hoan vira ngdm
nhin nhitng ngon Itra thip trén cdc ngon ndi. Hinh anh cha héa thanh Hotei
r6i ndm dudi chin trén boong tau cwdi kha kha d&n bay gio vin con sdng
dong trong ky trc t6i. Khi lam th&’, cha chinh la dang khoe khoang strc khde
cung hanh phdc ctia cd gia tdc con sdng trén dwong thé” v&i vong linh t6
tién.

Tw sau khi cha d6t ngdt chuyén chd & dén ¢6i Am, me va nhitng anh em
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Tanuki chiing t6i mdi ndm déu dwa du thuyén ra trong dém hoi do't Itra tién
dwa. Ching to6i cheamg hé nhé nhung dén Ong ba td tién ctia dong ho
Shimogamo ti nao. Péi ldc ching t6i cling twdng nhd d€n cha, nhung dai
khdi chi 1a d€ vui v& ‘am 1 trén bau troi d&m heé ma thoi.

Chiing tdi 12 Tanuki, nén ching con cdch nao khéc.

bi€u nay cting 1a do dong mau ngd'c ngh&ch cua ching toi gy ra.
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Théang T4m, 1& hoi d6t Ita tién dwa dén gan.

Trong budi chiéu hé néng ham hap mot cach khé chiu, tdi dit theo em
trai Yashiro ra khoi rirng thiéng Tadasu quanh dén Shimogamo. Ching toi
cham rdi bing qua cAu Aoi, tién d&n phd mua sim Demachi.

Ching t6i mua mdt hdp com Shokado cuing v&i banh mochi Futaba*dé
cdng nap cho an sw cua toi, sw phu Akadama. Sw phu 1a mot Thién cau
mang cai danh vi dai “Nyoigadake Yakushibo”, da tung day dd rdt nhiéu
Tanuki, nhung bay gio lai lui vé s6ng an dat trong mot can hd ré tién &
phia sau phd mua sim, vira s6ng vira nhd nuwdc bot 1én moi sy trén the
gian.

M4&y hém trudc, d€ gidp sw phu ¢6 thém tinh than, t6i da héa thanh
mot thi€u nir tré trung ma dén tham. Khéng nghi t&i lai bi gidi cho nhirng
trang si nhuc. Pép 1€ trdi tim chan thanh c6 th€ ]am m6 pham cho gidi dé
ttr clia tdi lai 12 nhitng 10i ming md ning né d&n thé, tdi cam tha’y khé chiu
dung ndi. Vi vdy bay gio’ d€ lam cho hoi néng ham hap cang thém oi birc,
t61 hoa thanh mot sinh vién dai hoc 161 thoi.

Em trai Yashiro cda tdi héa thanh mot thi€u nién, 6m tred'c ngwe mot
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chai rero'u ngot Akadama 1on.

Em t6i vAn chua thanh thao c4ch bién hinh, con cé nhuwgc diém 1a néu
than kinh tré nén cing thaamg hay hoang ht mét chut thi lai 16i dudi ra theo
ding nghia den, 13 mot dia tré dang thwong mang cdi biét danh “Thang 10i
dudi”.

Miia h¢ ndm d6, em trai rut ré bay td voi toi.

“Nhwng anh a, em c6 th€ sac pin dién thoai d6.”

Thé r'éi thing bé thir sac pin dién thoai di dong bing dau ngén tay nhd
voi vé tr hao, nhirng né€u ¢6 the sac n'6i com dién d€ nad'u com thi t6't hon.
Trong mot thanh phd noi hé thong dién trai rong khip chdn nay, sac dwoc
dién thoai di dong thi ¢6 ich gi? Ngoai trir treong hop dang & trén dwong
ma gdp khé khan dot xudt thi né m&i ¢6 th€ tréd nén hiru dung ngoai duy
tinh, nhwng binh thwong thi tai nang do cling chfmg co ich gi m&y. Du vy
dira em bé bdng cia tdi, twr lic cong xwdng ché tao rwegu Denki Bran gia
budc vao ky nghi he dén gior, ca ngay déu choi trd sac pin dién thoai di
dong dwdi tan cdy trong rung thiéng Tadasu.

“Nhung em thi goi dién cho ai co’ chix?” T6i vira di vira hoi.

“Cho me d6.”

“Nhwng em chflng phai ldc nao ciling & v&i me roi sao?”

“Co phai thé” dau. C6 nhirng lic em di t&i cong xwdng chir bo.”

Vura tan giu, ching tdi vira thong tha di bo.

O phia Bic clia con dwong chay ra tir trung tim phd mua sim, c6 mot
toa nha chung cw cii ky. Toa nha chung cw khong hé phu hgp voi giong
Thién cau ty do tw tai bay lwon trén bau troi d6 1a noi sinh séng cda sw

phu Akadama.



Chiing t6i d€n tham sw phu Akadama, khong hin chi 1a d& tiép t& thirc
an va rwou cho sw phu gia yéu von chi hdp thr chdo lodng ty ché dang
ngo’, ma con vi mét viéc quan trong khac.

b6 la chuyén vé chi€c Manpukumaru.
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L& hoi do't Itra tién dwa dd d&€n gan, nhung gia dinh Shimogamo chiing t6i
khong c6 du thuyén bi€t bay.

Ly do la vi chi€c du thuy&€n Manpukumaru cta chiing t6i da bi hiy mot
cach dang ti€c, do cudc chién v6 nghia voi gia dinh Ebisugawa trong dém
hoi do't Itra tién dwa nim ngodi.

“Do moi ngwdi nhiét tinh ddt phdo hoa nén mdi bi bét Itra. D6 chi 1a
mot sy ¢ dang ti€c thoi.” Nha Ebisugawa chong che’.

Nhwng t61 nghi n€u goi do la sy ¢ thi that 1a ky quac. T61 da nhin thdy
m#y thing Tanuki ngdc nha Ebisugawa, tén thwong goi 1a Kinkaku va
Ginkaku, vira hét 1én nhitng ttr ngit ching rd ¥ nghia nhw “Ngd Viét Dong
Thuyén! Ng6 Viét D'ong Thuyén*” vira phong phdo hoa vé phia chiing toi.
Ping nhw nhitng gi bon d6 néi, may thing Tanuki tinh cdch x4u xa nhw
vay lai sOng trén theé” gian nay clng that 1a “sy c6” dang ti€c.

T6i ¢6 biét mot vai thong tin vE nhirng cdi thuyén cé the dung thay the,
nhwng anh tredng Yaichiro cta t6i lai ¢6 di€m dang ghét 1a ludn mudn dya
vao tai nang chinh trj c6 th€ gidi quyét dwg'ec moi viéc clia minh, nghi ngo’
manh 1&i clia dira em trai cung dong mau. Ngay tw dau anh da quyét 1a toi
khong dang tin cdy, nén khong thém nghe dén k& hoach cua tbi. To6i cling

rat gidn chuyén d6, nén da tdi cdi gi€ng ctia chtia Rokudo Chinno ma nhan
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chim nhirng 1oi néi xau anh ca vao dudi ddy giéng.

Me ra't trong chd dwoe ngdm 1€ hoi d6t Ika tir trén du thuyén, cd man
tiéc tung vui vé Am 1 sau d6 cling 1a mot cach d€ twdng nhé ngwoi cha da
khua't cia ching t6i. B&i vy anh ca toi da rat lao tdm kho tir tim cach c6
dworc mot chi€c “Manpukumaru d& Nhi”, nhung chi phi chdng chit, nén
cudi cung anh quyét dinh mwon tr mot nha nguoi quen & Nara.

Tuy nhi€én ngay hom qua, vao luc chi€u hom, khi dang dwoc van
chuyén t Nara vé dén gitra dwong thi cai thuyén Manpukumaru dé Nhj lai
bi hw hdng, khong th€ phat huy dworc gid tri thit, bi mic can mot cich ddng
tiéc trén bo cdt cia song Otsu. Ngay triedc ngly 1€ hoi dot Ika tién dwa
dién ra, k& sach cta anh ca tan thanh bot bién.

Bi me méng, anh cd d&n cdi dau vdi toi.

“Chuyén la the"da’y. Cau c6 lam gi duvgc hay khong?”

N&u tir dau anh cad dong thuin hop luc v&i thing em trai day tai ning
nay, thi moi viéc chic da don gidn hon ra't nhidu roi. Tdi liéc nhin anh ca
dang cdi dau v&i minh, ngdm ca hai chan xuéng dong séng nho trong ring
thiéng Tadasu, u6ng wng wc ramune trong bat.

“Chuyén T'an nay la do Yaichiro khong t6t. Lai chi ¢6 th€ nho t&i con
roi.”

Me noéi.

“Néu anh quy xudng thi em s€ thir lam gi d6.”

Nghe t6i néi vy, anh ca vira run ray b6 16ng vi gian dir, vira chuan bi
quy xuong.

Ping lic d6 thi me t6i noi trdn 16i dinh, hét 1én “Vwa vwra phai phai

thoi!” roi ném téi xudng dwdi dong séng nhd.



“Loai em 1t gi, anh trai dang gip khé khin lai con bit anh quy goi
chi!”

T6i leo twr dong s6ng nhd 1én bor, giti git bo 16ng.

Thé 1a t6i bi ra 1énh di gidi quy€t hdu qua anh ca d¢ lai, quy€t dinh
chuyén sang tri€n khai k& hoach mwon sw phu Akadama cdi “phong trai
chi€u cua Yakushibo™.

“Phong trai chi€u cua Yakushibo” la mot loai vat dung d€ cuoi cia
Thién cau, ¢6 hinh dang gidng nhw mot tra tha't nhd. Xung quanh c6 lan
can trdng, d€ di dao choi trén bau troi thi vo cung thich hop. Sw phu
Akadama ghét viéc phai dwa vao vat cwdi d€ cd thé bay, nén binh thuwong
khong bao gio dung d&n “phong trdi chiéu” Ay, nhung chic chin ciling s&
khong ban n6 cho ctra hiéu d6 cli ma sw phu da tr¢ thanh khach quen dau.
Tbi dodn rang bay gid né hin dang nim pha bui & dau doé.

Sw phu Akadama da dén tudi gia ca roi, lai ma't nang lyc bay, vi ly do
gi ma khong dung cian phong trdi chi€u cuc ky thuan tién kia d€ bay lwon
tw tai co’ chit? Ti nhuw, “vi du da thé thdm te tua thi ta vin 12 Thién cau, nén
khong mudn cho thé gian thdy viéc minh dang d6i mat trec dién voi
khing hodng vé tw cach 1am Thién cau”. C6 1& s phu ciing c¢6 nhirng din
vat v ich nhw thé”. Nhung cting khong chi don gian l1a vay.

“Phong trai chi€u” cua sw phu Akadama dung nhién li€u la rwou vang
ngot Akadama d€ bay 1én bau troi. N€u phai cho vt cwdi nd'c rwegu, thi sw
phu tha ding regu d6 ndc ddy bung roi mo mang rang minh dang tw do
bay trén bau troi con hon.

Téi tw hdi, voi tw cach Thién cau, sw phu ci nhw thé nay liéu c6 6n
khong day?
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Vwra bude vao can hd cta sw phu Akadama, t6i da thd'y néng nwc nhw
trong phong tim hoi. P dac linh tinh chit thanh ddng, nhirng hat bui
nhay mua chip chon trong lu'6ng dnh sang chi€u vao ti ctra. Chi nhin thoi
12 mili d3 thay ngira. Em trai toi “4t xi hoi” mot phat, dudi lai 10i ra.

“La may dua d6 a?”

Sv phu Akadama cat giong c6 vé nham chdn, roi lai ti€p tuc néi
chuyén v&i ai d6. Chinh gitra can phong 16t chi€u tatami chat hep la sw phu
Akadama dang mic 4o trong nga vang ng'di x&p bang, ng6i d6i mit voi sw
phu 1a mot 6ng gia khac.

b6 1a mo6t Thién cau mang danh Iwayasan Kinkobo*.

Ong ta quay vé phia ching ti, néi bing giong dju dang chaamg giong
Thién cau ti nao: “Yasaburo nha Shimogamo ding khong? Lén 1€n oai
phong qud nhi?” Péi kinh gong den 16e 4nh sing tring. Chiéc 4o so' mi
dAm m'd hoi, chay tir c& xudng cdi ca vat ki€u thit day*.

“P ngd’c, Tanuki oai phong thi ¢ ich gi?” Sw phu vwra phe phay quat
tay vira néi. “Ong nudéng chiéu dam Tanuki qud. Chinh vi nhitng viéc nhuw
vdy ma dam banh 16ng d6 m&i tré nén huénh hoang.”

Ong Kinkobo hién di giao lai vi trf Thién cau trin git ndi Iwaya cho
doi thi hai, bay gior dang mé mot ti€ém mdy anh cii theo sé& thich ciia minh
& Osaka. T6i con nh¢ sw phu Akadama tirng ché& nhao 6ng ta than 1a Thién
cAu ma lai mé man may thit @6 chup anh. Ong Kinkobo bao ring t6i dén
that ding ldc, roi voi vang xé géi gidy boc qua lwu niém dang ndm trén
chi&u tatami. “Yakushibo bao khéng céan, nén chdu c an di.” Ong ta nol.

“Pa thé” 6ng con ng6i tau dién di to Osaka dé€n Kyoto, thit 1a mat mét
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loai Thién cau.”

Nghe sw phu Akadama lau bau, dng Kinkobo chi cwroi kho.

“Ong cit thit bay tir Osaka d&n Kyoto ngay gitra mila he di, ndo chéc s&
soi 1én mat. Xe dién Keihan mat mé 1dm.”

“That la dang xau ho.”

“Nhung ma nay, that bat ngo. To6i dén tdn Demachi, chot nghi muén
tha'y mat 6ng nén mdi bay t&i ndi Nyoigadake, nhwng chi thdy toan Thién
cau Kurama sinh sdng. Thé r'6i nghe dén chuyén mét ngwoi kién cwong
nhu 6ng lai chuyén vé khu phd mua sdm & Demachi, tdi that qua sitc ngac
nhién.”

“Tai vi phién phirc qud, nén tdi d€ ca ndi Nyoigadake cho bon ching
trong coi.”

“DAu sao thi tdi nghi ké da mang cdi danh Nyoigadake Yakushibo ma
lai 1am thé&"1a khong dwore.”

Kinkobo ¢6 v& mat nhw th€ dang nhin mot dira tré hw. “T6i lam thé nao
ciing khong yéu thich ndi ddm Kurama dé. Ching tréng nhot gém gudc
nhr mdy cong gia 8y.”

Sw phu Akadama bi thua tham hai trong cudc chién gianh dia ban cta
gi¢i Thién cau, sau d6 phai chuyén khdi Nyoigadake. D6 da 1a chuyén
khodng mot ndm triedre i, nhung sw phu van khong chju thira nhan. “Ta
chi giao quyén cho ddm Kurama trong nom ngon nui thdi.” Du cé chuyén
gi st phu van cr khing khing nhw thé’, that ¢6 chiit ddng bu'on.

“Né&u dng mudn dudi ddm dé di, tdi c6 thé kéu thang k& nhiém cia t6i
ra giap mot tay.”

Kinkobo néi v&i vé than tinh. “Né&u bon ta nho va thi ndi Atago cling



sé giip ddy. Ong &y chaalng hop tinh 6ng ma’y, nhwng Tarobo* cling ra't
ghét ddm Kurama ma.”

“Cam on, nhung t6i khong can.”

“Ong ciing nén mau giai quyét xich mich gitra hai ngwdi, roi giao danh
hiéu Thién cal trdn git ndi Nyoigadake cho thing nhéc Nidaime cta 6ng
thi hon.”

“T6i doan tuyét quan hé v&i thing d6 roi.”

Tbi tirng nghe néi rang su phu Akadama c6 mot ngwdi con trai. Anh ta
dién trai d&n mitc khong th& nghi ring thira hwéng dong mdu tir sw phu,
dwoc goi 1a “my nam Thién cau”, cau chuyén xung quanh anh ta da dwoc
thém mim giim mudi trong thoi gian dai, nén bay gio khé phan biét that
gia.

Anh chang tén Nidaime cé gwong mat dién trai dé da chia gido vao
ngwoi cha Thién cau ctia minh, cudn cha vao mdt tran dai chi€n lam rdng
dong ca vung Higashiyama Sanjuroppo. D6 von la chuyén tw ra't 1au roi.
Lic do6 sw phu Akadama van con 1a mot Dai Thién cau, dwong dwong dénh
ha dtra con trai ctia minh khong chiit khoan nhwgng. Méc du ngueoi ta néi
s tr day con minh xudng vach da*, nhwng toi thd'y ngo vec chuyén sw
phu vi muén con minh tré nén manh mé nén méi nudt nwéc mit ma chiu
“yéu cho roi cho vot”. Toi dodn hin 1a vi ldc d6 ndi con tirc gidn nén sirc
lyc cua sw phu tré’ nén sung man.

K&t cuc sau cudc dai chién kéo dai ba ngay ba dém do, anh chang
Nidaime tré tuoi ganh chju that bai nhuc nha, chay ra Lac Ngoai. Thé& roi
anh ta cit dich chuyén khip noi trén cd nwdc Nhiat, roi sang tin Anh qudc.
Tw d6 vEé sau, khong ai con bi€t gi vé hanh tung anh ta ntra. C6 khi anh ta

da hoc doi dwoe dang vé quy Ong, hoan toan quen thudc voi Dai D& qudc
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Anh, tw chd1 trd vE nwde roi cling nén.
Ngoai € thi nguyén nhan vu cai va dé, nghe don la do tranh chadp tinh

yéu.
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“T6i nghe néi thing Nidaime nha 6ng khong vé 4?7

“Thang &y khong vé nira dau.”

Sw phu Akadama vira phe phay quat tay, vira nhin danh maét troi nong
nuc gay git chidu vao tir ctra s6. Thé roi swe phu TAm bam. “Ciing con mdt
ngwoi khac ¢6 th€ giao quyén thira k&' ma.”

“Ong con ¢6 ciu con trai nao khic sao?”

“Chfmg phéi con trai gi. M6t con bé chwa tu hanh xong théi, nhwng
ciing ¢4 tiém ning 1dm.”

T6i tha’y bang hoang stng s6t dén ndi 16ng t6¢c nhe deng nguwoc 1én,
nhich dau goi t&i trede. “Sw phu, cho phép con hdi mot chuyén, ng vién
thwra ké&” d6 chaamg 1€ lai 1a c6 Benten sao?”

Sw phu Akadama gat dau, con tdi, em trai va ca 6ng Kinkobo ba nguoi
déu thé dai.

“Nhuw thé" thi t€ qua.”

Kinkobo than van. “Con ngwoi d6 tinh cach ra't xau.”

“C6 loai Thién cil nao ma lai ot tinh chit. Ong lai n6i chuyén chéang ra
sao ro1.”

“Nguwdi d6 sé thanh mam mdng tai hoa d6. Ong hdy mau dirng cho

ALY

to1.
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Sw phu Akadama ham hyc li€c nhin Kinkobo, th&” ro6i1 khit khit mii
gidng nhw lom, bd cdi quat sang mot bén roi nim dai ra. D da sdng t&i
bao nhiéu nim, da c6 tudi réi nhung hé gip chuyén khong hop ¥ lai “nim
ra gian doi”, qua 1a ding v&i ban chi't cia Nyoigadake Yakushibo, khong
thém d€y t&i 4nh mét the gian.

O trwdc mit mot sw phu Akadama nhw vdy, Kinkobo van gitt nguyén
th&’ ng6i ngay ngan ma guc dau xudng. M6 hdi 6ng nhd tirng giot xudng
mat chi€u tatami.

“Sép dén 1& hoi dot Itra tién dwa roi nhi? Khong dwgce & ngon ndi cta
minh, chzzmg 1€ 6ng khong budn sao?”

“N&u 1a chuyén do't Itra tién dwa, thi & dudi dat ngdm van t6t hon chi.
O trén nii chflng bi€t dwoc chuyén gi dang xay ra ca.”

“Ong lai vién may cdi c& &y roi.”

N6i thé rdi Kinkobo im bit, sw phu Akadama van nhim nghién mét, d&
thoi gian tréi qua mot cach vo ich.

Nii Daimonji noi chit “Pai” dwoe thip 1én, 1a swon Tay cla
Nyoigadake.

Sw phu Akadama vdn 1a chia t€ ctia Nyoigadake, nén ludn ty man coi
rang 1& do't Ita Daimonji di nhién cling ndm dwdi quyén quan 1y ctia minh.
C6 1€ do nguwoi quan 1y thi khong the khong bi€u 16 quyén uy, nén vao dém
do't Itra tién dwa, s phu thwong lwon 16 quanh Daimonji, day ngd nhirng
ciy gb tung da dwoc va't va xép lai, roi bi canh st cuc Shimogamo dudi
theo. Tuy nhién d6 la chuyén twr ra't xwa, triedre khi sw phu bi dam Thién cau
Kurama dudi di, phdi doi t¢i phd mua sdm Demachi. By gio su phu
Akadama ciing d6ng hang v&i nhirng Con nguwoi sw phu ting ché’ giéu hét

mic, roi vao canh phdi ngang d4u 1én nhin ngon ndi ctia chinh minh.



Trong tham tam, khong bi€t s phu dang thwong dang nghi gi nwra.

T6i rut ré m& miéng.

“Sur phu, vé chuyén dot Itra tién dwa ay...”

“Chuyén gi co’ Yasaburo?” Su phu van nhim tit mit [Am bam.

“Sw phu biét chuyén nha con mdi ndm déu dwa du thuyén ra roi chi
nhi?”

“Biét. That 1a, ddm Tanuki bon may déu 1a 6 ngdc hét thudc chwra.”

“Nhwng ndm ngoai, cdi thuyén nha con bi cu6n vao 4m muu xau xa
ctia bon nha Ebisugawa nén chdy mat tiéu roi. Ching con da cd strc ki€m
mot cdi thuyén khéac, nhwng ciing két thic trong tha't bai... Bay gio dén
nong ndi ndy, con mong 13 sw phu ¢6 th€ cho bon con mwon cai phong trai
chi€u cda sw phu trong mot budi t6i, nén maoi téi day.”

“Phong trdi chi€u la céi gi co'?”

“Kia, sw phu. Cdi thir giong tra thd't nho nhd, bay dwgc 1én troi ay.”

“A, a cdi 6. Nhic dé&n né, cheamg bi€t no6 gio’ & dau &y nhi?”

Sw phu Akadama d6t ng6t nhom ngwoi ddy, miéng ha hoc.

“A phai r'6i, c4i d6 ta dwa cho Benten r'6i.”

Moi nguoi déu 4 khau, trong can phong trai chi€u tatami yén lang nhw
to'.

Chuyén s phu Akadama hao phéng ting cho Benten cdi quat Phong
Théan L6i Thian r6i bi moi nguoi dé biu 1a “vi mdt con bé khong rd gd'c gac
ma t&i 16ng dudi cia minh ciing ddm vdr” van con twoi moi trong ky e
toi. Con hon thé nira, t&i cdi phong trai chi€u cling dang hi€n di ma't, trong
tay sw phu c6 th€ con lai cai gi day? Khong bay dwoce trén troi, khdong day

dwore cudng phong, nhung trong canh ngheo ting kiét qué nhw vdy ma



nhirng thudc tinh ctia mdt Thién cdu van nguyén xi, xa hoa, choi sang dén
dang kinh ngac.

Pén ca nguroi long day kinh yéu va ludn phuc ting sw phu nhw t6i day
cling da thd’y sy kién nhin ctia minh bj dit tung. Thyc sy 1a dit tung roi
day nay.

“Mo6t vira hai phai thoi!” T6i hét 1én. “Tai sao cdi gi sw phu cling cho di
nhw theé?”

Sw phu Akadama van ng6i x&p bing, trong chdc lit gwong mit nhw
nhuém mau dd, bd mat nhdn nheo cting méo di. Sau d6 sw phu chop 18y
con daruma* to twéng ném veé phia t6i. Kinkobo cat ti€ng xoa diu “Nao
nao nao”, nhwng khong thé€ khi€n con gidn div cia sw phu chung xudng,
sau daruma lai d€n meéo maoi khach, sau méo mei khach lai dé€n buip bé
Fukusuke*, sau Fukusuke lai d&€n daruma, s phu tém dwoc cdi gi lién ném
lia lia V€ phia t6i. T6i phai rut o tranh né.

“Van khong biét sao, thang ngu nay!”

An sw cta toi quat 16m.

“Pé 1a bdi vi ta mudn thad'y gwong mat hanh phic cia con bé!”
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Sau khi xoa diu sw phy, t6i va em trai cing v&i 6ng Iwayasan Kinkobo roi
khadi cin hg.

Vira biing qua khu phd mua sim Demachi, Kinkobo vira néi. “Nghe néi
cau ldc nao ciling trong nom Yakushibo. That 1a mot tdim long dang cam

phuc.”
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“That ra chdu chi bt ddc di bj ¢4y vao tinh canh nay thoi. MAy hoc trd
khac khong mu6n ghé qua nwa.”

“Du Yakushibo chi toan phan nan, nhung chic chin trong long ciing
cam ta ciu 1am day.”

“Ong néi nhirng 161 Fau méi chét ludi d6 d€ an i chau chir gi?”

“That bai roi sao?” Kinkobo vd tay 1én tran. “Ta lai &n néi bat can

NA * 99

roi.

“Chau ché)ing thém trong doii may chuyén khong the xay ra dé dau.”

“Dung that vay.”

Kinkobo c6 I& tir bay gio sé trii lai & ndi Iwaya. Ong vui vé néi ring di
minh khong c6 y dinh quay lai, nhung da dwoec ngwoi k& nhiém moi nha't
dinh phai dén choi. Vao 1€ d6t Itra tién dwa Gozan ho c6 1& s& xudng ndi
ngoan canh.

“Cac chdau nhé moi Yakushibo cliing 1én thuyén nhé. Ta ciling sé ghé

29

qua.

“Bon chéu tinh nhw theé” day a.”

“Thoi tam biét cac chau. Nhé ding bao gior ba't can tredc Benten nhé.”

Kinkobo néi 6ng dy sé tor ga Demachi-yanagi don xe buyt di t&i nui
Iwaya, nén chiing tdi chia tay & phia TAy cAu Kamo. Mit tr&i tda ning chéi
chang trén dinh dau, myc nwdc trén song Kamogawa ciling dang giam di.
Trén cau 1on Kamo néng nhw thiéu d6t, t6i va em t6i nhin theo Ong
Kinkobo khap khiéng di qua dwong.

Puoc s phu bdo cho biét ring Benten di di d&n mot ctra hiéu 1am quat
& Sanjo Takakura tén la Nishizaki Genemon, nén tdi cung em trai 1én xe

buyt ttr dwong Kawaramachi. Em ti ng'di xudng ghé’, than th€ cling ngéc.



Thang bé dang so hii, c6 vé dudi ciing sip 10i ra, nén téi mdi cA't giong an
i n6: “Benten khdng phai Iic nao ciing an 1au Tanuki dau. Chi vao tiéc ta't
nién thoi.”

To6i 1a ngwoi quen cli cua Benten qua sw phu Akadama gidi thiéu, la
mot m&i ddy khong sao cit bd dwoe. N&u phai néi thealng ra, co a4y la moi
tinh dau da két thic ma khong dwoc dap lai cua toi.

“Né&u c6 chuyén gi thi em vé trudc cling dwore.” Toi noi.

Nhung em trai t6i van khiing khiing.

“Em di cung anh co’. Me¢ da bao em phai rén luyén can ddm ma.”
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Trong con phd” yén tinh twr Sanjo Takakura di 1én mot chit, c6 mot cira
hang quat nhin b€ ngoai khong khac gi mot nha dan ki€u cd mang t€n goi
“Nishizaki Genemon”.

Mé canh ctra kéo c6 gin nhitng mi&éng kinh cham ndi tén clia cira tiém
ra, ching t6i néi “Bon chdu xin phép” r'6i budc vao. Bén trong ti€ém mat
lanh, thoang thodang mui nhang tram. Trong cdn phong nén dit t6i nho
nho, c6 didt mot buc treng bay biang gd, trén d6 x&p san st nhitng cdi quat
10ng 14y nhin y hét nhw nhitng cdnh bwéd'm dang ding lai nghi ngoi. Ching
toi chao hdi Genemon, ngwoi dang ng'6i ndi chuyén voi khach hang & buc
g0 tredre hanh lang, r'oi toi cling em trai thdo gidy ra.

Vén tdAm rém ctra mau xanh dam, chiing t6i bwdc 1én hanh lang dwoc
14t ¢d tAm mau den, mui hwong nhang cang lic cang ning, dén ndi hit thé
cling tr¢ nén khé khin. Khi bwde di nhw thé’, long ban chan cua ching t6i

trd nén dinh nham nhdp v&i mat san vi mudi. Am thanh cda thanh phé” da



1ui xa, ching tdi bi bao boc trong sy yén tinh nhw th€ da dén noi tan cing
th& gidi, trén bau troi cao vang vong ti€ng kéu cua chim héi au. Hanh lang
ré sang bén trai, c6 anh sang chi€u vao dung dua.

Sau khi queo & hanh lang, ching t6i di dé€n trwed’c mot nha hang.

Con gi6 biénh man min dang thdi, tAim rém & cira ra vao bay phap phéi.
Tia sdng phan chi®u trén mit nwdce trdi rong ra trong nha hang. O sanh
tredre 12 nhing chiéc ban gd don gidn x&p ké nhau, trén twong cé treo
nhirng to’ thire don da bac mau, nhung khong thad'y bong dang khach khira
dau. Ra khoi nha hang 1la mot bén tau, c6 nhirng con thuyén nhd dang tr6i
noi. Phia bén kia 1a bién ca dang m& rong, dap diu nhitng con séng hién
hoa 18 lanh dnh sang. Tiéng chudng gid leng keng, ti€ng nhirng con hai au
di lac gitra bau troi xanh, cung voi ti€ng song bi€n hoa vao nhau, khién toi
chot cam thay ndi c6 doc trong mdt chuy&n du hanh, khong the nghi rang
day chi Ia xung quanh khu vyc Sanjo Takakura dworc.

Tuw trong b&p, mot ba cy dirng 1€n budrc toi.

“Co Benten ¢ trong thap dong h'6 a?”

Khi t6i héi, ba cu néi: “Ping da’y, chdu nhin kia” réi trd tay ra b€ 1on.
Do 1&p swong nhat nhoa nén khong nhin r6 dwoe, nhwng ¢6 the thay trén
mat bién la bong ddng mot toa ki€n tric dang veon cao.

“Ngay hom qua bién dong 1dm da’y, nhung hom nay thoi tiét that t5t.”

Ba cu ra bén thuyén vira chuan bi mét chi€c thuyén con, vira néi nhw
the’.

T6i cing em trai nhay 1én thuyén con, roii khoi bén. Mt bién & dudi
ching t0i viAn kéu Am 20. Ban ddu em td6i con thd’y thd vi, nhung khi
thuyén di ra bién, nedc cang lic cang dAm mau, mit né tré nén xanh ngét

nhr mu6én hgp mau voi khung canh vay. Khi téi ki€m tra xong hwdng di



cta con thuyén nhd roi quay dau lai, truedc mat td6i da khong con bong
dang mot ciu bé, ma 1la mdt con Tanuki nhd dang cudn nguori.

“Pa bao em chwa lam dwoc dau ma.”

“Anh a, em xin 101, c¢ so’ hdi 1a em khong bién hinh dworc.”

“Ma thoi. Cr an tam d€ anh lo hét cho.”

Ching t6i d&€n gan toa nha vwron cao gitra bi€n.

Toa nha bi mwa gi6 bao nam dai dau thanh ph€”tich nay 1a mot dinh thy
ki€u Tay do m6t nghiép doan mau dich thanh 14p vao thoi Taisho xay nén,
bay gior hét tdm phian da chim xudng dwdi bi€n. Ngon thap dong h'd veon
cao trén mat bién, ngay tredc da tirng kiéu hanh khoe ra tén tudi cia khach
san ki€u TAy nay, nhdm phd treong thanh th&’, vo ciing ndi danh, by gio*
da trd nén gi sét do gi6 bién thdi khong nging nghi, cdc kim ciing ching
thé€ chuyén dong ntra.

Trén mat bién phia dwdi thap d6ng h'd ¢6 mot chi€c pha dang ndi bap
bénh, tdi nhin tha'y mot chiéc dit mau sic sic so.

“Nay.” Khi tdi cA't tiéhg goi, Benten dang nam dai 1ién ding diy vay
tay. Co 2y dang mdc mot chi€c 4o phong cé in thit to mot hang bon chw

kém thanh lich “Thién ha v6 dich” va bén dwdi 12 quan ngén.
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To1 cap chi€c thuyén con vao mot bén pha, Benten nhin thd’y con Tanuki
nhd dang trdn vio mot géc thuyeén, 1ién thdo kinh rim ra. “A, dé thwong
qud. La em trai cqu sao?” CO noi.

Bén canh chi€c du che nang, bay bira mot chi€c radio nhd ma Benten



yéu thich, mét cudn sach xem chung dang doc d&, donut dwong dn veong
vai, kinh vién vong, va mdt chai Denki Bran gia c& 1&n hi€m tha’y. Benten
dwa cho em t6i cdi banh donut ¢d 4y dang cin d&, thing bé ling ting mdt
14t roi cling nh&'m nhédp. Pdi khi ¢d hong bj tic, né lai kéu 1én nghén
nghen.

“Quan 4o cua cau trong nong nwc qua. Khong the bién thanh hinh dang
mat mé hon sao?”

Tbi 4u sdu ngdi x&p bang xudng. “Cdi 4o d6 1a sao? Trong chealng hop
v&i ¢, néi that 1a xau mu.”

Benten nhin xudng d6i go bong ddo nhap nho cua minh. “Céi nay toi
dwoc ddm Tanuki nha Ebisugawa cho day.”

“Kinkaku v&i Ginkaku phai khong?”

“Pruing th¢". Ching con tang ca chai regru Denki Bran gia nay ntra.”

T6i giai thich Iy do minh dén thim hdém nay, Benten vira nh&m nhap
reou Denki Bran gid vira ldng tai nghe. Khi t6i néi d&n chuyén vi ddm
Kinkaku va Ginkaku ma du thuyén bj bd'c chdy, cd 4y vO banh bach 1én cdi
dui tring mudt ma cudi 1on.

“Vwa m&i hdm qua thoéi, Ginkaku va Kinkaku d&€n day day, ching néi
1a th€ nao cau ciing s& t&i. Chiing bdo ring mong tdi sé khong can thiép
vao tranh chd’p gitra Tanuki v&i nhau, roi d€ lai cdi 4o phong ky quai nay
cung v&i regru Denki Bran gia.”

“Qua ho1i 16 gi ma bun xin qua.”

“Pung vay nhi? N&u t6i ma dd mudn thi cwdp di dé ot.”

“Thi von muu k& do bon ngu dan d6 nghi ra cling chi t&i dwoc mire do

thoi.”



Benten cwoi tinh nghich.

“Céau mudn c6 phong trai chi€u w?”

“Mudn dén phét dién 1€n duoc ay.”

“Lam thé& nao bay gio’ nhi? Néu cho cidu mwon thi tdi c6 dwoc ich loi
gi dau.”

N6i thé r'oi Benten 6m chin ng6i b6 goi, nhin ra mét bién voi vé vui
thich.

Nghi ring néu chi biét thic giuc thi khdng dwoc, t6i chuyéhn sang dé tai
khéc.

“HOm nay c6 dang lam gi theé?”

“Cho cd voi.”

“C6 thr nhr vay & day sao?”

“P6i khi né thd d4u 1én, & phia ding kia kia.”

Co &y ndi vay roi chi ra ngoai bi€n. “Sang nay khi vira thirc day, dot
ngdt toi lai mudn kéo dudi cd voi, vi vy mai téi ddy. Nhung ctir khi ta
trong chd th gi thi lai chang tha’y né dau ca.”

“Moi chuyén trén doi von la vy ma.”

Ching tdi cr tdn giu dd thi nhw vay, xoay quanh chuyén cho dgi cé
voi cta Benten. Pwoc ¢d &y moi nén tdi cling udng regru Denki Bran gia.
Hoi néng cung men rwgu va nhip nhap nhdé bong bénh cua chi€c pha

khién dau oc to61 hda lo mo-.
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Twr phia b&n tau mot chiéc thuyén con bap bénh t&i gan. Ngoi trén thuyén



chi ¢c6 mot ngwoi, 1a Genemon & cira hang quat.

Benten 14p tirc ding ddy cwdi rang ré. Ong chi Genemon nhuw bd toi
ra ma dang mot cdi hop nhd 1€n cho Benten, r'6i voi vang rit lui.

“Cai gi day?”

“Céau c nhin ma xem.”

Bén trong hop 1a mot chi€c quat 1ong 14y dang dwoc gap lai.

b6 chinh la cai quat Phong Thian Loi Than ndi ti€ng. Ngay xwa sw phu
Akadama thwong hay cat gitr chi€c quat nay trong nguc do, tuy thich diéu
khién thoi tiét trén da't Lac Trung. Khi quat manh bang mit ¢6 hinh Phong
Th#4n thi gié 1én s& ndi 1én, néu quat bang mit Loi Than thi mwa dong sam
chop sé€ t&i. Sw phu Akadama tuy tién dung cai quat nay, nhi€u Tan cé suw
vu gi minh khong mudén di thi lai “hiy bo”. Chuyén sw phu thodi madi trao
lai cai quat nay cho Benten da lam ddy 1€n nhi€u on ao tredc nay chua
ting tha'y.

“T6i nho Genemon stra quat dd'y ma. Thang trwdc, cdu hoc doi lam
Nasu no Yoichi khi&n n6 rach mot 16. Quén roi sao?”

“T6i da quyét rli bd chuyén qué khir r'oi.”

“Con Tanuki nay hr qua. CAu mau ma nhin lai 16i TAm di.”

Benten 18’y chiéc quat ti trong hdp ra, xoe rdng.

Bé miit clia chi€c quat trang trf bang vang bdt dwoc dnh dwong chiéu
triee ti€p, tda sang 1ap lanh. Co vira cwoi voi vé hanh phic vira vung céi
quat lén khong trung. Nhin gidng nhe dang mua, nhung hin Benten chflng
bi€t ti gi v€ nhdy nhét. The r'oi cd &y nhin cham chu ra bién ca, dwa chiéc
quat Phong Thin Lo6i Thén 1&én cao. Khi ¢d Ay vira quat, gié bong ndi diy

20 20. Nhitng 1an khéi tring mo nhat xoay vong vong nhw con quay roi



bay 1én bau troi.

Ca bau troi dot ngot day may.

Tw bdn phwong tim hwdng c6 thé nghe thd’y 4m thanh tya mot chiéc
cdi khong I'6 dang xoay chuyén. Nhitng tia chdp xanh 1€t giat 1én loe 16e
chi€u sang ngon thdp dong h'é6 ndi trén mat bien. Chgng ma’y chdc con
mua ning hat dd bt dau vd vao mit bién, biéh ca trai rong tredc mit toi
héa thanh mau xam xit nhw chi.

“Thoi ti€t chuyén xau nhanh quéd nhi?”

Benten ca nguoi wot siing nwdc mua, néi voi vé khodi chi. “Téi quyét
dinh r'6i. B&1i vi ciu da nho va, toi sé d€ cdu dung phong trai chi€u.”

“Cam on c0 ra't nhi€u.”

“Nhwng n€u cdu lam céi phong ciing hdng hoc nhw céi quat thi tinh sao
day?” Benten nhiu may néi. “Cau la dira rat nghich ngom ma.”

“T6i s€ dung no that can than.”

“C6 thé chui!”

D6i may dang nhiu lai ctia Benten dot ngdt dan ra, c6 &y vO tay voi vé
vui thich.

“Gia st cai phong trdi chi€u ma hdng, toi s& bit cau d&n lam trd mua
vui cho Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu. Ciing vwra hay t6i dwoc nho' chuan bj
ma’y tiét muc gép vui. N&u trd dién ctia cau chdn qué, thi dem ciu na'u 14u
ra ma an clng tot.”

“An t6i khong c6 ngon dau.”

“Nhuw thé cling chang sao. Vi t6i thich cdu d&€n mirc muén an thit luén

N 2

ma.

Khi néi s& dn thi du ¢ 1a ngwoi quen biét ca trim ndm cling van &n, d6



la phong théi cia Benten. Méc du dwgrc mdi tinh dau ctia minh an thit cling
12 mot két cuc kha lang man, nhung t6i van con nhiéu chuyén nén 1am.

Hoang so’ vi con sa'm sét dot ngdt, em t6i ca't ti€ng kéu choi tai nhw bi
de bep.

“A, nhin kia!”

Benten nim 14y kinh vién vong, nhin ra bién 1én nhw thuyén truedng
ctia mdt con tau hai téc.

Gitra nhirng con séng dang cu'6n cudn, chot ¢6 vat gi den ngom to 1o
nho ra tr mat bi€n. Vat &y 1on kinh khiing d€n mic ¢6 thé khi€n nguoi ta
nghi ring d6 13 mot hon dio nhd. PAy hinh nhw 14 mot con c4 voi.

Benten uyén chuyén uén ngwoi, cdi quan do ra. Th& roi minh tran nhw
nhong, cd &y quay mit vé hwdng con cd voi dang thoit 4n thodt hién &
ding xa, nhdy mot vong cung dep dé xirng v&i danh xung Thién cau. CH
Ay to mat bién van vii sém chop dwdi bau troi ddy may ma nhdy 1én céi
lung den tuyén ctia con c4 voi khong 16. Benten nim 14y cdi dudi ctia con
vat dang sp stra trdn xudng dudi ddy bién &'y roi bay 1én bau troi, nhin cit
nhw ¢6 &y dang kéo ca con cd Ién vay.

Tbdi nhin ngdm cudc da'u tay doi dang dién ra gitra Benten va con c4 voi
16 treedre bién ca.

Phia sau lung t6i chot vang 1€n ti€ng Ong oc nhr mot mi€ng thach bi
ném xudng dia. Khi tdi quay d4u lai, thi thd'y dira em y&u &t cha tdi dang
non cdi banh donut ra ngoai. Ptra em bi mwa lam wdt sing cda t6i dwong
nhw chzatng hi€u chuyén gi cd, nhin chim chim thi minh vira non ra. To6i
Om 18y dira em trai dang run ray, cho’ Benten quay tr¢ lai.

Co Ay ci't cao tiéng cwdi xting v&i mot Thién cdlu, 14n 10n gitra bién ca

den ngdom dang noi con thinh nd.
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Trén n6c mot tdoa nha nao dé & Shijo Karasuma, ching t6i nhan 18y cai
“phong trai chi€u” tir Benten.

“Phong trdi chi€u” 1a mdt phong bdn chi€u rwoi c6 ca tokonoma*, trén
twong ¢6 ctra sO chidn song hinh tron ding yéu, vay quanh la ctra kéo c6
khung g6. Trong phong ngoai trir cdi hop ¢6 ngin kéo nhd ma Benten dang
str dung thi khéng con gi khac. Khi mé& ctra kéo ra, ¢ th€ budc ra lan can
bao quanh phong. Trong lic bay lwon du hanh c¢é th€ ngdi d6 dong dwa
chan, vira tin hwdng gié dém vira ngdm nhin phong canh. C6 cid mot cénh
ctra bang gd nhd, nhwng bon tdi khong phai 12 Thién ciu nén khong thé ra
vao bang dwdong Ay dwge. B&i vi bén kia canh cira gb khdng ¢6 lan can bao
quanh, né€u nhw trong lic phong dang bay lwgn ma ching tdéi bud'c mot
chan ra ngoai, thi hin s& roi xudng khung canh phia dwdi mat.

Chinh gitra phong c6 mot chd dit b&p. Bén trong 12 mot dong co' 4m
tra ¢6 hinh dang nhr mot chi€c banh mochi nam mdi, nhwng trong né da
bdm bah. N6i thém ring cdi &m tra nay khong chi c6 the 1am cho cin
phong bay 1én, ma tinh ndng ndu nwdc néng cling ra't vugt trdi.

Benten luc 10i soan soat trong chi€c hop c6 ngan kéo & mdt goc. Co &y
tiy tién 16i ra nao 12 nhitng cdi tdi xdch c6 vé dat tién cho dén d4 quy, roi
18y ra mot binh rrgru vang ngot Akadama.

“Puwoc chwa? Toi lam né chuyén dong nhé.”

Benten d6'c regru vao trong cdi &m tra. Khi ¢6 lam th€’, chi€c phong trai
chi€u nghiéng nga bay 1én.

Phd’ x4 1ap lanh anh dén da & phia dwdi, ching toi trong chdc lat vui vé
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hwdng thu chuyén dao choi trén bau troi.

Thé& r'6i cd ay d€ lai viéc diéu khieén bay cho tdi va em trai t6i. “Céc
cdu can than dwng lam hong da’y.” Sau khi nhdn manh nhw vy, c6 8y kéo
cénh ctra gd ra roi bay bién mat vao troi dém. C6 1€ ¢ Ay lai t&i nhitng

noil vui chol ban dém hoa 1€ nao dé roi.
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Tdi va em trai téi dic thing diéu khién cin phong bay trd vé, bing qua bau
troi dém.

Khi ching t6i cong thanh danh toai ma tré& vé rueng thi€ng Tadasu, anh
ca tdi phan nan. “C6 th€ ngdm dot Itra tién dwa bdng cdi nay sao? Chua
tirng thd’y bao gio’.” C6 1€ anh cd vdn chwa nudt trdi chuyén minh khong
th& ndm quyén diéu hanh. Nhung me t6i lai n6i “Thé nao ciling dwoc ma”,
roi cing v&i em tdi vui vé cudn chi€u tatami lai.

Chi con may ngay 1a t&i 18 d6t Itra Gozan, chiing t6i ban ron ludn tay
chuan bi d€ bi€n chi€c phong trai chi€u cia Benten thanh chi€c
Manpukumaru doi thi hai. Ching t6i dung khén vai lau sach s€ tirng ngde
ngéch, treo that nhi€u den I'ong 1€n lan can, cdt may cdi dng vai c¢6 kim
tuy€n bay theo gid. R'6i lai chuan bi @6 an cho tiéc ting, con c6 ca rwgu va
d6 cing dang 1én céac bac tién td. Gitra lic dang ban rdn, tdi va em trai
nghich ngo'm do rwgru vang ngot Akadama vao lam can phong ty dung bay
1én, anh ca bi nga lin tir lan can, trirng mét nhin bon tdi.

“Bon nha Ebisugawa nam nay lai dwa mot cai du thuyén cao cdp ra
ha?”

Me t6i vira treo den I'6ng gidy 1én vira hoi.



“Da vang a.” Anh ca t6i n6i v&i vé mit khé chju. “Hai thang Kinkaku
Ginkaku d6, néu Idn nay tui nd lai phong Itta con s€ khong d€ yén cho
chiing dau. Chic chén Ia chiing 1am theo 1&i chd r6i.”

Ngwoi dirng ddu nha Ebisugawa, Ebisugawa Soun, 1a em trai cua cha
chiing t6i, cling 14 thii pham dwa hai thing Kinkaku va Ginkaku thd d4u ra
trén nhan th&". Lio ta cyc ky ghét nha Shimogamo, sin sang dung dd moi
muu ma chwdc quy choi xau nha chidng toi.

“Mong dung xay ra phién todi gi ca.”

Me tdi ndi vay roi thé dai.

Vao budi chiéu td1 trede khi 18 hdi ddt Itta Gozan dién ra, tdi d&n moi
st phu Akadama. Vi da dwgc 6ng Kinkobo nho va, t6i cling mudn thinh sw
phu cung 1€n du thuy€n ndm nay.

“Tao ma lai thém ng'6i thuyén cia 1ii banh 16ng chiing may d€ ngdm
Itra tién dwa a?”

Sw phu cong miéng 1én néi. “May néi chuyén that ngé ngan.”

“Me con s€ lam com sushi day.”

“Sushi do ddm Tanuki lam &y ha, ¢ hong tao s€ nghen day 16ng mat.”

“DAau sao néu s phu ¢ nha hing, thi chiéu mai ldc bdy gior t61 dén
rirng thiéng Tadasu nhé.”

“Tao nho ra thi s€ t&i. C6 khi cling khong toi dau. Pung ¢6 trong mong
gl may.”

Nghi rang sw phu chic han s& t&i, tdi bdo lai v&i me nhu vay.

000



Ngay ha dai ti t¢ tdt ndng, & phia Higashiyama tri d3 t67 han.

Am thanh ron rd "6n 20 cta nhitng Con ngudi chen 1dn x6 day nhau bén
bo song Kamogawa d&€ ngidm Daimonji vang vong cid vao ring thiéng
Tadasu. Trong phong trai chi€u, ching tdi da stira soan moi thir cho bira tiéc
xong xudi, thip Itra nhitng ngon dén I'dng treo ngoai lan can, con lai chi 1a
viéc d0 reegru vao trong A'm tra d&€ bay 1én ma thoi. Nhuwng van con thiéu sw
phu Akadama.

Chwa h€ dong dén bira ti€c bay ra trong phong, ching tdi chi ¢6 the€ an
no sw chd doi. O chinh gitra phong trong, anh trai t6i ng6i dé hda than
thanh Hotei. Céi bung anh rung rinh rung rinh nhw mét qua béng nh'6i day
thach déo.

Nguoi cha da khud't clia ching tdi vao ngay 1€ dot Itka tién dua Gozan
thwong hay héa thanh Hotei. Ly do vi sao thi ching t6i khdng rd, nhwng
cha da dinh ra nhw vay r6i. Anh ca ciing hoc theo cha héa than thanh Hotei
va bdo moi ngudi hiy bién thanh bay vi Phic than, nhung bj ai bat minh
bi€n hinh lai khong mudn bi€n hinh nwa, d6 1a tdm tinh cta Tanuki. T6i
héa thanh sinh vién dai hoc ludm thuém. Em trai t61 nang lgc bi€n hinh
kém coi nén khong hda than. Me thi nha't quyé&t khong bd cai 16t my nam
Takarazuka. N6i tom lai 1a ch?ing ai thém ling tai nghe anh cd néi. Rot
cudc chi ¢c6 minh minh héa ra noi bat nha't, anh cd rung rung cai bung, ng'6i
bt chi€u tatami trong phong.

Tb6i ng'di x&p bang ngoai lan can ma chd an sw clia toi gid do.

Chrflng may chdc, s phu Akadama da cam theo mét cy gdy di dwong
ma xua't hién gitra hang cay.

Sw phu thi thoang lai ding bwdc nhin 1€n nhirng ngon cay, r'oi lai twdc

vun nhitng 14 cd. Du chéc hin da nhin tha’y ching t6i bén nay, nhwng sw



phu van cd gidu chuyén da nhan ra chiing toi, hin 1a dang dién tro d€ th&
hién minh khéng phéi 1a cd tinh chdp nhin loi moi moc cda Tanuki nén
moi toi ddy, ma don gian 1a 1o buede di ngang qua ma thoi.

“A, Yasaburo dd’y 4. May dang lam gi & d6 the?”

Sw phu Akadama dwng budre, cat ti€ng goi toi.

“Oi 6i, d6 chealng phai 1a sw phu sao? Thit la tinh co. Sw phu dang di
dao mat a?”

“U., 6 nay mat mé that dé chiju.”

“That tuyét voi qua. Tién day thwa sw phu, ngwoi ¢6 nhian ra dm nay la
hoi do't Itra tién dwa Gozan hay khong?”

“A, ding that nay.”

“Sw phu dé&n that vira ding lic. Sip stta nha con dinh s& ding céi
phong trdi chiéu muwon tir su phu d€ di ngdm Ita tién dwa diy nay. N&u su
phu khdng c6 viéc gi gap, thi di cung chung con c¢6 dugrc khdong? Du cheamg
nhiéu nhin gi nhwng chiing con ¢ chuan bi regru va thire dn day.”

“A d&y, nhic m&i nhé, hinh nhw hom trede may ciing vira néi chuyén
nay thi phai.”

Sw phu Akadama cau may lai gid vor suy nghi. R'6i 6ng &y gat dau mot
minh nhw the sip stra néi “Thdi danh vay”. “Vira hay tao ciing dinh nghi
chan do6i chit. N&u chi mot lat thi ciing chéng sao.”

Man dién ma hai bén déu nhin thau tim den nhau két thic, sw phu tréo
1én lan can, budc vao budng trong, ngdi xép bang & vi tri trang trong nhat.
Sv phu nhin sang anh trai t6i dang hoa than thanh Hotei. “La may da’y sao
Yaichiro?” Sw phu ngac nhién néi. “Cai b dang gi the"kia?”

“HOm nay la ngay nghi né€n khdng cé cau né gi hét. Sw phu Akadama,



thi thodng con cling mudn thw gian ma.”

Anh cé tdi ndi v&i vé mit cau co.

Em t6i 6m mdt binh rwgu vang ngot Akadama buwdc vao gitra phong
bdn chi€u rwdi. Sw phu c6 vé nhw sin sang udng sach chd d6, nhung lai
nhin thd’y em t6i d6 rirou vao trong cdi Am trén bép 10, khién 6ng tron mit.

“Qi 61, cho #m tra udng rwou that 1a phi pham.”

Sw phu quau quo cau nhau vwra xong, thi cin phong trai chi€u da bay
l1én. Trong chdc lat vang vong ti€ng 14 cdy tach ra xao xac, ti€ng canh cay
gay, r'oi cdn phong bdng bénh bay 1én phia trén canh ring.

Kéo canh ctra tregt ra nhin thi, toi ¢6 the thd'y Daimonji & phia Tay.

“Sw phu, ding kia 14 ndi Nyoigadake kia. Su phu c6 tha’y chit Pai rat
16n khéng?”

Khi tdi vira néi xong, sw phu liéc mét sang v&i vé khong hirng thd.

“Th&’y roi. ba thdy roi ma.”
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Nhitng con gié nhe nhe thoi tie phia Pong xudng, bau troi dém ra't thanh
binh.

Chflng maYy chdc ching t6i da bay 1én cao, cudi gié dwa thuyén luwdt
vé hudng dén Goryo.

Vwra hong gié dém mat mé trén lan can vira nhin xudng canh vt phia
dwoi, t6i thay trong thanh phd man dém dang dan dan didc hon, thé roi
hién I€n bao nhi€u ngon deén sang. Chglng ma’y chdc, trong nhirng ngon den

pho tda ra chi€u sang ruc ro’ lai ¢ mot chi€c, roi lai mot chi€c ndi 1én nhw



dang dwoc kéo 1én bau troi, dit nhin twr xa cling bi€t d6 1a nhirtng chiéc du
thuyén ngim Ira tién dwa. Vé man Higashiyama c6 hai chiéc, trén Hoang
cung ¢6 mot chiéc, sudt khoang cach tw ndi Uryu dén Tanukidani cling
hién 1€n rat nhi€u, cdi nao cling téa anh sang huyén ao bong bénh trdi noi
trén bau troi dém. Tiéng On ao nhdn nhip trén nhitng chiéc thuyén mé bén
do6 ciing truyén dén bén chung toi.

Chiing t0i bt d4u bira tiéc trwde khi Itra tien dwa dwgc thip 1én, dn
sushi do me lam va udng regu. Com sushi ding la rdt ngon. Sw phuy hi€m
hoi 18m mdi lai chén ti ti, vdn TAm bam bat man vi chd rwou bj cdi binh tra
187y di ma't. Em t6i cam chai ramune, vui vé chay choi ngoai lan can.

“Pung c6 chay loan 1&n ngoai dé, roi xudng bay gio! “ Me tdi git.

Em t6i kéu 1én “Nha Ebisugawa dén kia!” thé 1a tdi va anh cd budc ra
lan can.

Tw phia Nam, ¢6 mdt con thuyén vé ngoai gidng nhw tau hoi nwde 1i
1t ti€n lai. Boong tau va cot bu'dom treo day nhirng dén trang tri tya nhw cay
thong Noel. Trén boong tau x&€p ra't nhiéu ban gh€ san sit, nhin gidng nhw
quén bia vay.

“Nhin kia, Soun cling & d6 da’y.” Anh ca t6i néi.

Ong chd déng nguy@én raa cia ching t6i, Ebisugawa Soun ciing dang
héa thanh Hotei, dang ng'6i dang hoang & phia tredc boong tau médt cach
ho'm hinh. Ping la girng cang gia cang cay, so v&i tro bién than chwa thanh
thuc ctia anh ca thi khéc biét hin, ¢ thé goi la chuyén gia r'oi.

Trén cOt budm thay vi budm lai treo mot tAm bang chir chay dién
khong 16, & trén &y hién ra dong chr mau h'ong dwoc ché tac trong todm
lom “Ebisugawa Soun”, xung quanh tdm bang chir &y treo chi chit nhirng

I'6ng dén doé ruc c6 viet may chur “Ebisugawa”.



O bén canh ong chi ciia toi 13 hai thing giong nhau nhw hai giot nwde
dang mim cwdi mé 4m. Hin 12 Kinkaku va Ginkaku. Hai thing d6 chdng
tay dirng giang chan, nhin vé phia chiing t6i v&i vé xac ldo.

Bon Ebisugawa dén cach chiing td6i khoang nam mwoi mét thi lai gid
chirng, dirng thuyén lai.

Hinh nhw 1a mudn tréu tkc ching tdi dang chen chic trong mot can
phong bon chi€u rwdi nén bon chiing d€ dén nhap nhay, vira cwoi duia am 1
vira bit dau tiéc rwou. Nhitng binh rwou Denki Bran gid ¢& 16n duwoc
khuan 1€n boong thuyén. Nhirng con tom hum Ise trong nhw qudi thd, maYy
mon d6 ngot nhin nhw banh cwdi, nhitng cdi banh bao nhén thit to nhw ném
ngoi duege bay chat nich trén dia.

Thay bon chiing ¢6 vé khong dinh giy chuyén gi voi minh, ching t6i
ti€p tuc yén ti€c.

Mot liic sau chdng t6i cam thdy nhw ¢6 ngwoi via ddp xudng lan can.
Ngang dau nhin 1€n thi thy Iwayasan Kinkobo dd theo gié dém lach vao,
trén tay ¢Am binh rwgu. Ong @y nhin thay su phu Akadama trong phong,
Itén noi: “Cha cha”. Sw phu quau quau déap lai mot cach chzalng hi€¢u khach
ti ndo. “Ong ciing t&i nira 22 Kinkobo cii chao ching t6i, néi “Xin phép
ca nha”, réi ng'di xudng ddi dién v&i sw phu Akadama, ciing sw phy udng
reou.

Khi regu dwore chuyén vong quanh, tré nén thodi méi, ching t6i bwdc
ra ngoai lan can, dirng thanh m6t hang nhin vé hwong ndi Daimonji. Khi
chir “Pai” dworc thip 1én, c6 thé nghe tha’y ti€ng hoan ho ctia Con ngudi &
phd x4 bén dudi.

Chi ¢6 sw phy Akadama la dirng gitra canh ctra, khong ra nhip bon v&i

moi nguoi.



“That nham chéan. Nhin ti ngoai vao hda ra cling chi thé nay.”

Sw phu lau bau.

Kinkobo quay tré lai tir lan can, hdi: “Ong chéng mudn quay lai d6 dau
nhi?”

“Chdng thém. Biy gio’ ¢6 veé ciing chi t& phién phirc thém thoi...”

Sw phu van cho tay vao tdi ma trong 1én ngon ndi Daimonji ngdy trdc

da twng 1a 1anh dia cta minh.
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Hai chir “Diéu Phap”, hinh chi€c thuyén, hinh chr Pai 1on phia bén tri,
cOng torii* - nhitng ddm It¥a tién dwa Tan lwot k&t thic. Ching t6i tiép tuc
& trong can phong bay noi bénh bdng ma to chirc yén tiéc, by gio’ ciu
chuyén da tr& vé d@é tai ngwoi cha da khud't cua ching t6i, Shimogamo
Soichiro.

Hiém hoi khi s phu Akadama say rwou thi méoi nho dege sw phu k€
chuyén vé cha, nén chiing t6i déu dong tai ling nghe day hing thd.

Sw phu Akadama va cha ching t6i tir xa xwa da qua lai than thiét.
Chuyén cha vi s phu ma danh lira ddm Thién cau Kurama la niém ty hao
cua cha, cling 1a niém ty hao ctia ching t6i.

“Soichiro ra't tuyét voi.”

Sw phu Akadama ndéi. “That dang ti€c, y lai la Tanuki.”

Vi vy chiing t6i déu chim vao twdng nhé nguwoi cha gio da khua't nui,
khong khi trong phong chiing xu6ng, nhwng céi thuyén ctia nha Ebisugawa

& bén canh lai ra't am 1. Thoi keén d6ng vui vé ciing dwge di, nhwng ho con
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bin phdo hoa Am “Am that phién phifc.

D€ xem tinh hinh d6i phwong ra sao, ching téi bwde ra ngoai lan can,
thd'y mot ddm Tanuki dang vung vay phdo hoa trong ra't nguy hi€m. O
trung tdm ddm 6n ao d6 la bong hinh yéu kiéu cua mdt my nhan mac
yukata dirng d6i dién v&i Ebisugawa Soun. C6 gédi dang ¢cdm mdt binh 16
riegru Denki Bran gia do'c vao miéng kia, khong th€ nhdm 14n dwoc chinh 1a
Benten.

O noi khong nghi t&i lai nhin thd'y my nw, t6i ngac nhién thot 1én:
“Thuyén bén kia c6 c6 Benten kia!” Khi nghe vay nhitng h'6i twdng vEé cha
toi trong dau sw phu Akadama 14p tirc tan thanh may khéi. Khi biét duoc
Benten dang 1€ nén & bén nay nhung lai ng'6i & thuyén bén kia, st phu bop
VO cdi cO¢ trong gidn dir. “Tai sao? Tai sao con bé khong t&i day co chir?”
Sw phu héi t6i thi t6i bi€t hoi ai bay gio.

Am thanh phdo hoa bon Ebisugawa bin ra cang lic cang g4n, nhitng
con gié dém dua khéi tring bay vao phong chiing tdi. Ngti tha’y mui khéi,
me t6i ho 1&€n kho chju. Do dnh sdng ctia phdo hoa ma & ngoai lan can sang
ruc nhw ban ngly. C6 vé nhw ho dang nh&m bin vao ching t6i. Chang may
chdc trong cdn phong nhd cia ching téi da day khéi va hoi mui thudc
sting, nhin mat ngwoi khac ciing khé. Em t6i ho di doi. Sw phu Akadama
cong moi lén udng regu. Me t61 nghi€n rang ken két.

“Qué4 dang 14m r'o6i. Con s& di phan nan v&i chid!”

Anh ca t6i néi roi dirng ddy, nhwng anh vira bwdre ra ngoai lan can, thi
mot Am thanh 1on da vang 1€n.

Chiing t6i nghe thdy ti€ng kéu that thanh cua anh ca, cung lic d6
nhtrng lwoi Itra bung 1én & lan can.

Hotei mang theo cdi tdi dang chdy phwrng phirng ludng cuéng chay vao



trong, khi€n can phong tré nén rdi loan.

C6 vé nhw may céi dén I'ong da bit Itka tir phdo hoa, tir d6 1a birng
1€n, bén vao cdi tdi cda anh ca toéi khi anh dang hoang h6t. Ngwoi anh ca
khi gap tinh hudng khan cap thi tré nén y€u dudi cua téi rdi tinh 1€n, vung
vay cdi binh chira chdy ma ching t6i da dit sdn & géc nha d€ phong treong
hop ndm thi mwoi hoa. Anh mé khéa binh ngay gitra phong, nén du Itra
dap dwgc roi nhung trong phong moi thir déu be bét.

“On 20 qud!” Su phu Akadama quadt 1én khong biét 1a v&i ai ca.

To6i di ra ngoai ban cong, dap ltra nhirng ngon dén 'ong dang chdy. Toi
c6 th€ nghe tha’y thuyén nha Ebisugawa vang Ién ti€ng hoan ho, c nhw 1a
vui thich 18m khong nhin dwoc vay.

Luc t61 dang nghi chealng bi€t la ai dang chuyén dong bén kia lan khi,
thi héa ra 12 me t6i vac theo mot khau phdo hoa biang sét to nhw thiing
phuy, dang dinh bwde ra ngoai lan can. Anh ca t6i dang ¢6 niu me lai.

“Me o1, Xin hay binh tinh lai di.”

Anh ca t6i néi. “Ping minh ma ra tay la khong dwoc. SE c6 nhiéu
phién todi...”

“Ké xac! Luc nao bon ching ciling pha r61 ching ta!”

Mg t6i quat Ién nhw thd di. Toi nhin lan can bi d6t chay trui, lién day
anh t6i dang ngan can me vao trong phong, giip me vac khau than cong
khong I6.

“Bén tring ngay gitra cho me! Nhidm cho chuén xdc vao!” Me néi.

Khi chiing t6i chuah bi nhim bén vao boong thuyén, Benten dang udng
reou cung Ebisugawa cling nhan ra k& hoach cta ching t6i. Co6 a8y 6m chai

reou Denki Bran gid vao nguc, nhe nhang bay 1én dén tan dinh cdt bu'om.



Soun hgm hinh ngdy mét nhin vé hwéng nay. Hai thing Kinkaku va
Ginkaku dang ng'6i bén canh l4o ta cling dirng 1én, la hét céi gi do.

Anh c4 la Ién: “Kién nhan that sy 12 chju dyng nhirng chuyén khong thé
kién nhan!”, con me va t6i thi hét: “Cut xudng dia nguc di!”

Khau “dai phdo” cta ching t6i khai hoa.
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Mot phat bdn manh liét tir nong phdo sit 4y bay ngay vao gitra y&n tiéc ron
ra ctia bon Ebisugawa.

Trong yén tiéc ddy 1én ti€ng 0n 1on, gitra trang thdi hon loan phdo hoa
ctia ho bi ban lung tung vé nhitng huéng khong dv lidu tdi, nén tinh hinh
lai cang t'6i té hon. Gitra sy '0n a0 d6, nhirng chai Denki Bran gia c& 1o bi
vor chdy tran khip noi, reou thit x&p day dic bi thdi ving veong vai. Tl
chi€c du thuyén sadng ryc 12p lanh, co man 1a tdm hum Ise va banh bao
nhén thit khong 16 roi xu6ng phd” dém bén duai. ..

Benten tira ngudi vao dinh ¢dt budm, thich thd ngdm nhin phdo hoa
bay loan xa trong boong tau.

Kinkaku va Ginkaku chay long vong trén do, ra 1€nh cho dam Tanuki
tha ha. Cheamg may chdc du thuyén nha Ebisugawa d bin phdo hoa ddp
tra, chi€n tran cang tré nén kich liét.

Bay gio’ da hi€u ra khdong c6 cach nao dan x&p chuyén nay trong hoa
binh, anh cd cling nhap bon, chiing t6i 16i d6ng phdo hoa von d€ danh sé
bin vao cudi budi tiéc ra rng chi¢n. Nhitng phat dan tir nha Ebisugawa xé
rach vach ctra kéo, thoi bay den I'ong, mdi Tan cé chd nio trong phong bét

Itra, em toi lai cam cdi binh ctru hda khua long vong.



bam Ebisugawa dang chay loan vong quanh trén boong tau da nhu gan
sat tredrc mét, cling ldc d6 ching toi bin hét phdo hoa. Me t6i bit dau ném
tir vO chai regru rong dén ciy gy chdong cia sw phu Akadama.

“Chung ta mau rut lui théi.” Toi viea néi thé” voi anh ca thi nhiéu méc
ciu c6 gan day xich di bay 1én, ddm xuyén qua lan can clia ching toi.

“Nguy hi€m qua! N&u bj dim tring 1a chét chic d6!”

Me t6i hét 1én, con Soun va Kinkaku, Ginkaku dang chwong mit trén
boong tau bén kia thi cwoi khodi tra.

Nhirng s¢i xich dwoe cudén lai, kéo phong cua ching t&i vé hudng
thuyén cia nha Ebisugawa.

“Bon chiing it ngudi 18m! Kéo lai that gan, roi bin hét di!”

Kinkaku won ngwoi 1én noi.

Trén thuyén bén ching c6 may thir giong nhw ban cao khong 16 dang
gio Ién, chfmg bié€t ching 18y ra tr dau, c6 1€ chiing dinh kéo thuyén ching
to1 lai. Co tie€ng day xich ken két vang 1€n.

T6i ding xoac chian bén canh tim man kéo dang bdc Ia, doi mét vo
tinh bit gip béng ding Benten dang & trén dinh cot buom. Co Ay qugng
chai regru Denki Bran gia da uéng can di, réi mim cwoi voi téi. The roi cod
Ay ddnh mit vé phia bén trong cin phong trii chi€u, lam ctt chi nhrr dang
kéo ngan ta.

Nhuw thé co nghia la gi?

To6i quay tré lai trong phong.

Me dang tim thém phdo hoa d€ bén vao gitra mit Ebisugawa Soun, luc
loi khép noi. Chflng may chdc me da luc dén cdi ti ngdn kéo nhd cia

Benten & mdt géc. Me vira hét 1én vira ném nhirng @6 vat bén trong ra,



khong quan tam chung la cai gi.

“Cha 1€ trong nay khong cé gi sao!?”

Trong s& nhirng @6 vat me t6i vira ném ra, c6 mot cdi quat trong quen
quen. Khong can phadi cam 1én nhin cho ky t6i cling bi€t, d6 chinh la quat
Phong Than L61 Than.
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O ngay bén kia vich cira kéo da chdy dG cta ching toi, den trang trf cta
nha Ebisugawa dang tda sang 1ap lanh.

Cudi cung do nhip giat khi bi kéo, cai phong trdi chi€u ctia ching t6i da
nghiéng di, trén chi&u tatami bao nhiéu thtr dd ra khip noi, nhu binh rwou,
dia, hOp com nhiéu tang, sw phu Akadama. N6c nha va ¢4t chong kéu 1€n
ring rac. O bén ngoai lan can, cdi thuyén hoi nwde trang tri reec ro dot ngot
kéo manh. Cung v&i anh sang ryc ror do 1a ti€ng sdo, trong va ken dong
hoa 14n vao nhau khong phén biét ndi, inh i nhdn nhao trén boong thuyén.

“Shimogamo Yaichiro mau ra day!”

Ebisugawa Soun did ngao man trd lai boong tau, cid't giong nghiém
trang.

To6i kéo anh ca dang dinh bwdc ra lan can lai, day anh vao trong phong.

Khi t6i thay anh ca bwdc ra ngoai lan can, dam Tanuki dang dirng xép
hang trén boong tau ddy Ién ti€ng phan nan. Bon ching mang theo nhirng
khau phdo hoa mau h'ong nhim vé phia bén nay. Ebisugawa dwoc Kinkaku
va Ginkaku dng tly tong hai bén, hién Ién nu cwoi khodi tra nhw Hotei ma
nhin t6i khinh bi.



“Thang ba thay cho thing c3 a?”

Soun noi. “Yaichiro sao r61? Tron vao goc phong mat roi a?”

Tbi khong nhin Soun ma ngwde mét trong 1én dinh cdt budm.

Benten dang ditng choi dila bing mdt chan trén dinh cot. T6i vAn mim
chdt moi, dwa cai quat Phong Than Lo61 Than cho Benten thdy. Miéng c6
hé cwoi khanh khach nhw Kuchisane Onna*, tay cd thi dang dwa 1én vén
mdi téc den cit ngin. Th& roi trwede khi tinh hinh trén thuyén tré nén 16n
x0n nhw dia nguc, c6 &y nhe nhang bay vé hwdng ndi Hiei.

“Nay, may mau tra loi di!”

Soun won nguroi 1€n noi.

T6i khong them d€'y, ca't cao giong.

“Nhirng ké & noi xa hdy nghe day. Nhirng ké & gan ciing hay chdng
mat 1én ma nhin. Ta ddy chinh 12 con trai thit ba ctia Shimogamo Soichiro,
Shimogamo Yasaburo!”

“Cai do bon ta bi€t roi.”

Soun phan nan, Kinkaku ding bén canh ciing mé miéng.

“Mau mau bao thang anh cd ctia may ra dy di. Tao con phai ddp 1€ vu
c4i mong tao bj cin.”

Ginkaku ciing n6i leo day cay ci. “Mo6ng tao mudn b& ra lam bon ludn
roi nay.”

“Ma nay, Yasaburo, cdi thir d6 ma may ciling kéu 1a du thuyén lu6n Ay
ha?”

Kinkaku néi v&i giong ch& nhao. “Cai d6 thi thuyén vai be gi, 1a cdi tra
tha't chr bd.”

Mic du t6i da néi rang cing tham gia vao sy kién ctia Con nguoi mot
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cach vui vé 1a phong cach cia Tanuki, nhwng chuyén biét chirng myc cling
ra't quan trong. Pau d4 khong phai la phong cach cua t6i, nhung nhirng con
Tanuki khong bi€t di€éu ma pha hong nhirng sy ki€n vui thad thi phéi cho an
qua ding. Poi v&i tdi, mot con Tanuki gitr 147y 1o day clia cha ma sdng
ngay théng trong sach gitra thé” gidi hoa binh nay, thi d6 1a dao 1y hién
nhién.

T6i cdi dau voi vong linh cha dém nay hén dang nhin xudng chung toi,
xin cha cho phép minh dwoc thdi bay 6ng chi va ddm em ho dé thwong.
Hinh dnh nguoi cha dang song trong dau t6i cwoi kha kha ma néi: “Khong
sao, khong sao hét. Choi t&i bén di!”

T6i x0e quat, gio’ 1én cao. Mit 1do Soun do’ ra nhw keo cirng.

“Cht o1, chd di manh gidi nha.”

Dut 1o toi phat manh cdi quat, ¢6 th€ néi nhi mudn thoi bay ca dam
Itra Daimonji con sot lai trén nhitng ngon ndi.

Gi6 1on cudn cudn ndi 1én cudn quanh con thuyén ctia bon Ebisugawa.

O ngay phia bén kia ludng gié di¥, gwong mit clia Soun va hai thang
Kinkaku, Ginkaku da méo x¢o nhw banh mochi déo, vian veo mép méo hét
strc ky di.

Bj con gi6 di¥ cudn cudn thdi quanh, chiéc thuyén nghiéng hin sang
mot bén, gidng nhw mot tA'm binh phong trang hoang ryc ro bi 1at do vay.
Nhitng ké x&p hang trén boong thuyén la 1on that thanh, ti€ng kéu cia
ching bi gi6é thoi bat di khong dé€n dwoc phia bén nay. Nhirng chén dia
thiee @n con lai trén boong tau ciing bay loan xa trong khong trung. Bon
chiing bdn mdt phat phdo hoa vé hwéng ching toi, nhung do bi gié thdi
nén chaalng may chdc né da tit ngdim. Cot budm rung 1én dir doi, tdi thay

boong tau nhw bi van xodn lai, réi ngay sau d6 san tau cling rach todc ra



nhr bom nG. TA'm bi€n chr chay dién dang treo trén cao cling nit thanh
tng vét 1on.

Khi chi€c thuyén cua Ebisugawa bi gié cuén di xa, s¢ii day xich cling
bi kéo cang, lwo'i méc cau dang c&m vao lan can bén nha toi kéu Ién kin kit.
Khi t6i vira kip nghi “Ai cha” thi lan can di v& ra. Toi dang ding & trén
cao ngim canh suyt nita thi gip nguy ngd xudng phd dém phia dudi,
nhung me t6i, ngudi da chiu kiém ch& ma nap trong nha ndy gio kip nim
18y gdy t6i 161 lai. Nhung chinh me t6i cling suyt nwra thi triegt chan nga
theo xudng, may ba dworc em trai va anh ca toi bét 13y, roi cudi cling dng
Kinkobo chup dwgc, nén méi vo su.

T6i ding nghiéng nga trén mép hanh lang da vo ra, nhin theo con
thuyén ctia nha Ebisugawa dang roi xudng.

Bai bai Ebisugawa, ctr theo gié ma di, ¢6 thoi bay di dau ciing dwoc,
cac nguoi cr rot xudng la ta vui roi.

Ebisugawa Soun va Kinkaku, Ginkaku bau viu 128y con thuyén nga
nghiéng, trirng mét nhin 1én phia ching tdi v&i vé hung 4c, 4nh dén dién
nhap nhdy chiéu sdng nhitng grong mit giin dir $dy mau sic.

Tbdi kéo mi mét xudng 1& ludi tréu tixc.

Trong lic roi xudng thanh phdé ban dém, con thuyén cua nha
Ebisugawa van tda sang ryc r&’, nhung chaalng ma’y chdc den dién trang tri
trén boong tau ciing da tit ngd'm, chi con lai man dém.

Cudi cung vang lén mdt ti€ng “am”.

Khi t6i I'6m ¢om ngd6i diy dwoc, sw phu Akadama cling da diang 1én,
li€c nhin chung toi.

“Pam Tanuki bon bay toan la mot 1t ngdc hét thudc chrra.”



Sw phu vira nh&m nhép regu vang ngot Akadama vira néi.
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Sau khi danh bai dwg'c dam Ebisugawa, bon t61 khodi chi reo ho.

Iwayasan Kinkobo 147y ttr trong tdi xach ra mot mdy anh ki€u cG, néi la
mudn chyp anh ky niém. Chuing t6i dirng x&p hang ngoai lan can, quay mat
vé€ hudng mdy anh cua 6ng Kinkobo, twoi cuoi. “Mot gia dinh that tot.
Cha mdYy dra hin tw hao 1§m.” Kinkobo néi nhw the, roi man trdp mdy anh
dong lai.

Tuy nhién, dang ti€c 1a sau d6 chung t61 cling theo gét bon Ebisugawa.

Céi phong trdi chiéu chgng ma’y chdc 130 ddo ngic ngoai, o 1a da hét
reou roi. Ching tdi hodng h'on luc 19i bén trong, nhwng khdng con 18y mot
giot regu ngot Akadama nao d€' cho cdi &m tra udng nwra. Trong lic bdi rdi
chiing t6i da thir cho cad rwou gao vao, nhwng am tra 14p tirc vira phun
ngroc regu gao néng ra vira bay khoi bép 10 va nhdy mua loan xa, khong
sao bat 14y duorc.

O trong cai phong trai chi€u ctr roi xudng khoéng ctru van noi, chiing
t6i ng'6i thanh vong tron, lam sang td sy tinh.

T61 hom do, sw phu Akadama khi nhin ngon Ita sang 1€n trén nui
Daimonji trede ddy ting la 1anh dia ctia minh, bén ngoai tuy to ra cting cdi
nhung bén trong khong chiju noi sy bé bang, thyc long dang tham khéc
thon thirc. Pa the’, Kinkobo khi nga say lai k€ cau chuyén vé doi thir hai
clia 6ng ta da ti€p quan nudi Iwaya mdt cach day ty hao, lai khi€n sw phu
cang tré nén ghen ghét. Benten yéu dau clia nguoi lai & sudt bén thuyén

cta Ebisugawa, khong chiu chwong mét ra mé bén nay. Bon Tanuki ngu



ngdc thi 1am vao cudc dau thuyén té ngit, hét chay Pong lai chay Tay,
chflng thém liéc mét trong d&n vi khdch danh dy d&ém nay 13 sw phu
Akadama ntra.

Minh bi coi nhe tw nhiéu phwong dién nhw thé, tai sao lai phdi chiu
nhwong cd rwou vang ngot Akadama yéu thich cho cdi dm tra chwe?

Sw phu da ty héi ban than nhw vay.

Minh la Nyoigadake Yakushibo co ma. La vi khdch quan trong ctia buoi
101 nay. Minh vi dai hon Tanuki nhiéu. Ciing vi dai hon mot cdi dm tra.
Thwr minh thich uéng thi cir uéng, tw do bay lwon trén bau troi do mong,
dé chdng phdi la quyén loi bdm sinh ciia nhitng ké la Thién cdu w?

Sw phu Akadama quép chiit cdi binh rworu vang ngot Akadama bing tay
trdi. Th& roi trong lic li€c méit nhin cudc thu hiing gitra chiing tdi v&i nha

Ebisugawa, s phu da ndc can khong chira mét giot.
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Ching t6i roi xudng gan dén Goryo. Trong cdi rdi ¢ cdi may, ching t6i
déu vo sy, nhwng trong cdi may cé céi rui, bon Ebisugawa cling chaamg bi
thwong tich gi. Nghe néi chiing roi xudng man phia Bic cAu Izumoji, phia
trén bor dé ctia song Kamogawa.

DPém d6t Itra tién dwa Gozan dd ha man. Tuy néi ra thi hai bén bén nao
cling ké& strt dau ngwoi mé tran, nhwng gap chuyén xui rai nha't thi la toi.

Sau cdi dém khong may dé, can phong trai chi€u cia Benten da vor nat
khong con gi ngoai manh vun. Chi thé thoi 1a da dua khi€n cho rudt gan toi
lanh ngét nhw bing r'6i, nhung sau d6 tdi con nhan ra, cdi quat Phong Th#n

L6i Thén ciing da bi ma't khi t6i rori xu6ng tw lan can nira.



Chi trong mot dém, t6i da lam ma't t&i hai bao vat Benten giao phé - ¢6
the phan tran ra sao day?

To6i dirng 4 khau ba't dong triedre tan tich cta cdi phong trai chi€u, cam
tha’y 16ng téc sau lung minh dang dyng dirng hét 1én.

Trong khodnh khic d6, cdi toi tha’y rd rang nha't 1a quang canh bira tiéc
tat nién do Benten tai tr¢'. Chinh gitra can phong hinh chtr nhdt &m dp 1a
mot n'6i 1au dang s6i. Cdi thir dang dwore nd'u trong n'6i cing v&i hanh va
dau phu, chinh 1a t6i, Shimogamo Yasaburo chir khong ai khac. Trong anh
den dién, Benten veeon diia dén n'di 1au Yasaburo. M1 tinh dau ban Thién
cl clia tdi nhin vdo n'6i 1au, d6i mét 14p la 14 lanh, gd mé dwong nhw
dang &ng h'ong.

“T61 thich cau d&€n mirc mudn an thit ludn ma.”

Néu cb &y ¢6 tinh cdm vay that, thi qua ding v&i wde vong bao 1au cia
t6i. Nhung cdi tinh canh nay qué ba't dic di...

Ba mwoi sdu k&, chudn la thwong sach. Toi 14p tirc 1an vao man dém
ma chay tron.

Con Tanuki day tai nang nhw t61 da chay trdn mdt cach day di€u nghe,
kéo dai cudc sdng lwu vong. Vi ly do d6, tir cudi he cho dé€n dau thu, & x&

Lac Trung t0i ntrc ti€ng v&i cdi danh “Yasaburo tron chay”.
1y



Chuong bdn
Cadu lac bd ngay thi Sdu

d(yoto, c6 mot t6 chirc bi mat da truyén doi va ton tai sudt t thoi
Taisho*.

Muc dich thanh 1ap cua né bi boc trong mdt tA'm man bi an, nhwng cé
ngrdi néi rang bon ho ngac nhién thay chi 13 mot hoi bang hiru binh
thwong thoi. SO ghé” ludn cd dinh 1a bdy, moi ngwoi chi€m mot ghé Ian
lwot dwoe goi theo tén clia bdy vi Phic thdn. Mdi thdng mot Tan, bay
grrong mit phién nhiéu d6 s& tu hop & Gion hodc Pontocho d€ tiéc tung,
hwdng thu cudc s6ng ban dém rdn ra. Nhirng thién dich cua Tanuki, “Ong
ba bi” khi€n tré con dang khéc cling phai cadm nin, d6 chinh la “Céau lac bd
ngay thtr Sau”.

Tai sao bon ho lai tré thanh thién dich cta ching t6i? D6 1a vi ho an lau
Tanuki vao ti€c ta't nién.

P&i véi gidi Tanuki & Kyoto, cdi quy ludt tw nhién khic nghiét goi 1a
da’u tranh sinh ton tt 1au da trd thanh htru danh vo thyc. Nhirng loai ddng
vat hoang da 1&'n gan dam tan c6ng ching tdi gio dd bi€n ma't khdi manh
da't nay r'oi. Khong chi th&’, Tanuki ching t6i lai con la loai an tap, thi gi
cting ngdn hét ma khong phan nan, nén du la trén nui, trén dong hay trong
thanh phd’, chi ¢an la nhirng th ngon lanh ching t6i déu sé an ddy bung.
Trén nui thi cé cao lwong ctia nii, thanh phd’ thi ¢c6 my vi cia thanh phd’.
Cudc sdng clia chiing tdi ty do thodi mdi khong can lo ling vé thién dich,
chi cin v&i tay ra 18y 1a ¢6 th€ ¢c6 dugc thirc an, nhw the hai ciy tréi trén

vueon dia dang vay. Nhitng cudc chi€n dim mau d€ tranh gianh thirc dn tuw
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lau da thanh di vang xa xwa trong Ky ¢ giong loai, tor di€n ctia nhitng ké
dang s6ng trong thoi hién dai nhw chiing téi cling khéng con cum tw “dau
tranh sinh ton” nwa.

Trong nhirng ngdy thdng yén 4 d6, van con mot con 4c mong ctt moi
niam lai trdi ddy mot T4n.

Nguwoi cha vi dai cia ching t6i, Shimogamo Soichiro, cling da phai két
thic cudc doi qua sé'm trong n'6i 1au ctia Cau lac bo ngay thir Sau.

Théi x&u an udéng ma Cau lac b ngay thir Sau ludn ty hao da day cho
gi¢i Tanuki & Lac Trung mot thir. D6 chinh 1a chin 1y tw nhién ctia chudi
thirc dn, la quy luat ké yéu lam mdi cho ké manh, chinh la diéu da khién
cho t0 tién song noi hoang di cda ching tdi ngay xwa lo s¢ tirng ngay,
khong bi€t li€u minh s€ an hay la s€ bi dn.

Ho di khién ching tdi phai nhé ra, ring ké dirng trén dinh chudi thirc

an chinh la Con nguoi.
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Trong su6t hai thang rong, tir cudi mua he cho t&i lic sang thu, téi lién tuc
di di vé vé song hai cudc doi & khu phd mua sidm Nipponbashi & Osaka,
va nha cii & Kyoto.

Vi & Nipponbashi t6i ¢c6 ngwoi quen 1a dng Kinkobo dang kinh doanh
mot tiém mdy anh cii, nén tdi cling ki€m song bang cdch phu ban hang &
d6. Thi thodng, d€ hoi han tinh hinh trong gidi Tanuki & Kyoto tbi cling
quay tr¢ lai nha, nhwng vi vi ban Thién cau t€n goi la Benten dang bay
nhay trén troi nhw quéi di€u tim ki€m t6i d€ an thit, nén tdi cling khong the

ty do ra vao dia ban quen thudc ctiia minh. Du t6i ¢ bi€n hinh li€n tuc vwot



qua ranh gidi ctia Tanuki di nia, Benten van c6 linh cam phu nir veot xa
kha niing ctia mdt Thién ciu, nén toi chic chin van s& bi 16 chan twdng
thoi.

Benten chinh la dé t&r cia mdt Thién cau tén Nyoigadake Yakushibo,
tiec sw phu Akadama, mét cd gai loai ngwoi ra't kiéu hanh voi geong mat
xinh dep lanh luing ctia minh. Ngay triede vi lang thang dao choi bén bor h'd
Biwa ma cd bi sw phu Akadama bét céc, bi ép budc phai d&n Kyoto, nhung
nho sy day dd ctia sw phu ma tai ndng Thién cau cia cd khai hoa né nhuy
manh mé, d&n mirc dia de€ cd ci't cao ti€ng cwoi khién Thién cau thuc sy
cling phai thd’y xau ho vi thua kém, lam cha'n dong da't Lac Trung.

T6i du chi 1a Tanuki nhung da khong biét ding sai ma dem long yéu co
4y, do cham t&i vay ngwoe cia ¢6 ma roi vao canh phai ngwoe xudi tim
cach chay tr6n nguoi con gdi thién ha v6 dich no. Tuy nhién con thinh nd
ctuia Benten cling khong c6 gi la vo 1y.

Vao dém d6t lira Daimonji tién dwa ngwoi chét, rd't nhiéu chuyén
khong may da xay ra, k&t cuc 1a t6i da nghién nat cai phong trai chi€u cua
Benten thanh mun cwa, khong chi thé’ ma céi quat Phong Than L6i Than
dworc 6 cho mwon cling that lac ndt. Cho t6i mwon cdi gi thi hong cai
day, nén chic bay gid c6 Ay dang x4n tay 4o I1én tim bét toi r'oi.

Ctt th&, vao lic nhitng ngay ha néng nuwc cudi ciing sip qua di, toi
budc vao cudc song lwu vong trdn chay kéo dai. Thi thoang khi tré lai
Kyoto, t6i tr6n & tdng hai clia mot tiém d6 ¢4 hodc phd ngam duwdi dat,
chi c6 thé€ nghe ngdng tir ngwoi khac ma bié€t dwoc tinh hinh Lac Trung.

Vao gitra thang Mo, t6i da ¢6 mdt phen hd hon, tinh thé ngan can
treo s¢i toc. Ngay hom d6, toi 1én tau dién Hankyu tré vé Kyoto, 1an vao

dam dong di bé quanh phd ngam & Shijo. Vi nhirtng khung ctra treng bay &



phd” ngam dwéi Daimaru hét sicc dep mét, nén toi dirng lai ngdm nghia,
ding lic d6 thi Benten uy phong 1am liét budc tir CAu thang xudng phd’
ngam Daimaru, ¢ mic mot bo au phuc den d€ 16 hai bo vai tring tréo,
nhin ¢ nhw minh tinh man bac. Pi quanh ¢6 &y, nghénh ngang ap dao
nhirng nguoi di dwong, 1a bon ga dan 6ng mic vét den. Bon ching la
Thién cau nii Kurama dwdi quyén chi ph6i ciia Kuramayama Sojobo, con
c6 tén khac la “Poan cin vé cia Benten”.

Benten bi nhirng mén hang xa xi m&i bay ban & Daimaru thu hiit, nén
hoan toan khong d€ y dén tdi dang dirng ngdy ra tredc cira sO trung bay
hang. Khi Benten dit theo 1ii Thién cat Kurama roi di, toi cling vdi vang

nhay l€n tau di€n Hankyu trén vé Osaka.
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Lan dau s6ng & Osaka, t6i thd'y & day cling c6 nhiéu chuyén thi vi hi€m
thay.

Chu tiém may anh cii 1a Kinkobo da nhwong lai vi tri Thién cau nui
Iwaya cho doi thir hai ciia minh, lui vé sdng cudc doii an nhan, nén cling
ching quan tm dén chuyén mua ban gi ca, tréi ndi gi6 thi s& mé cira tré
gior, troi mwa thi nghi. Téi nghiém can tuan theo phwong cham cua 6ng
chi ctra hang day phong nha d6 nén ciing cat dau 6¢c mua ban ctia minh,
vira in takoyaki d&n ciing tron hai ma vira di bd ngdm nghia khu b4n hang
dién t¢ & Nipponbashi, ngdm nhin ngwdi qua lai trén cau Ebisu, mua
nhrng tdm bién y nghia khong rd rang & khu ban d6 cii. Vi 6ng Kinkobo
ra’t thich hai kich Yoshimoto Shinkigeki* nén thi thoang 6ng ciing din toi

dén Nanba Grand Kagetsu*.
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Mot Tan, me t61 dén tham Osaka.

Me t6i 1a con bénh mé ddm Takarazuka dén vo phuwong ciru chira, nén
thi thoang ciing nhay Ién tau di t&i Takarazuka. Trén dwong tré vé, me ghé
qua Osaka Umeda, t6i cling tir Nipponbashi d&n Umeda, cling me vao mot
quin ca phé. Me dang héa than thanh hinh dang my nam tring tréo ma ba
luén yéu thich, con t6i thi bi€n thanh mot 6ng gia deo ca vat day, phong
theo Kinkobo.

Me t6i to ra can dam, néi. “Trudc sau gi cling xoay x& dwoc thoi. Cai
cd Benten d6 ra't dang sor, nhung tinh khi tha't thwong dé chan 14m.”

“N€u co 8y khong chin nhanh 1€n thi cling cang day a.”

“Yaichiro da nho sw phy Akadama ding ra hoa gidi, nhung né bung
bung tirc gidn tré vEé. N6 néi chuyén nay khong con lién quan gi t&i nd
nita, gian t&i 16ng téc dung ngwoc 1én. Céi thing bé d6, khdng rén luyén d€
tré nén kién nhin hon thi khong dworc.”

Du khéng rd Benten s€ gidn dén khi nao, nhung c¢6 khi ba't ngo gap
nhau, moi chuyén lai tr6i qua nhw nwdc chdy cling nén - thinh thodng dau
6c lac quan cua t6i lai nghi nhw theé”. Nhung gid nhw gdp nhau that ma c6 8y
lai n6i “T6i van chwra bd qua dwoc” thi chglng phai chuyén cwoi dau.

“Pung la Con ngwoi con t€ hai hon Thién cau ntra.” Toi thé dai.

Me git d4u. “Nhung ma, phan déng bon ho 1a ngwoi t6t day.”

“Me ndi nhw vdy vi me ¢6 4n nhén 1a Con ngwoi chi gi.”

“Thi con ¢6 mat trén doi cling 1a nho’ on ciia bac Yodogawa ma.”

Me néi thé€ r'6i nhin ra ctra s6. “Lic nao me phdi cdm ta bac &y ma&i
dwoc.”

T6i da nghe chuyén vé vi 4n nhin da ciru mang me t6i, mot ngwoi ¢



tén 12 Yodogawa Chotaro. Me dé&n bay gio' vin con nhé k§ mui vi nim

com dwgc nguoi &y cho dn, khi ngwoi &y cham séc cho ba.
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Tanuki nao cling ¢c6 mot hay hai diem y€u, néu bi danh vao nhirng di€m
y&u do6 thi du c6 gidi bi€n hinh c¢o nao ciing s€ quay trd lai hinh dang
nguyén thily ddy 16ng 14 ctia minh. Tanuki s6ng hoa 1an vao thé& gi¢i Con
ngudi bat budc phai duy tri 16t bién hinh thwdng xuyén, nén nhuoc di€ém
la thr rd't nguy hi€m.

Me t6i ra't sor sét. Moi khi Loi ThAn Am "Am tién budce trén bau troi, me
lai danh mat sach I&p héa than ctia minh. Vi di€m y&u nay ma me da may
Tan gap phai hi€m nguy lanh hét ru6t gan, nhwng chi c6 mét Tan la gép phai
tai hoa nguy dén tinh mang. D¢ 1a tredc khi t6i sinh ra, anh ca va anh thir
t0i van con bé, chwra phan biét dwore 1a cuc bong hay Tanuki.

Mot ngay, me t6i ¢6 hen d&n Tanukidani & quan Sakyo d€ tham ba
ngoai von khong con di chuyén dwoc. Me nho cha t6i & lai rung
Shimogamo cham séc anh ca va anh thir. Pa 1au khong ra ngoai mot minh,
me t6i cling 1a Tanuki nén trong nguoi cling ¢6 dong mau ngdc nghéch, ba
da lang thang rong choi di noi. Gitra dwong thi troi kéo may den, roi mwa
20 20 o xudng nhw c&i xay. Me toi vira la 1én “A 4 4” vira chay tron, trén
bau troi chot 16e 4nh sdng sic tim, ti€ng sim nd thinh linh vang doi lam
bung da me t6i thét lai. Me t6i von dang & 16t ngwoi ma chay, chot thu nho
lai héa thanh mot con Tanuki wot sting, ngang mat ngay dai nhin 1én bau
trovi triu nadng may den.

Cam thay ba't Iyc, me t6i khut khit miii.



Pung luc dé thi c6 mot chi€c xe hoi lao dén.

Toi trede ddy da ting néi rang & da't Lac Trung khong con con di thd
nao tdn cong ching tdi nira, nhwng thoi hién dai lai ¢ nhirng thién dich
bing sit thay the’ ddm da thd da bién mat. Me t6i bi ddnh tring diém y&u
nén trd lai hinh dang ban dau, lai bi anh dén xe sang 16a roi vao, khong
bi€t 1am thé nao d€ kéo dai mang song.

“Luc d6 me ctr nghi 1a chét dén noi r'oi, that day.” Me toi k€.

Thé r'oi me toi ldc d6 con tré va déo dai, bing cach nao d6 di né dwoc
trong dwong to’ ké téc, nhwng chéin trwedre bi thanh can trirde ciia xe hoi va
va0, hinh nhr gdy xwong roi. Pau don khing khi€p dén ndi 1€t di ciing
khong dwoc. Nhung néu cit ndm nghi trén dwong, chic sé bj nhan vién vé
sinh thanh phd” bit ma't, hodic héa thanh n'6i 14u cho ddm sinh vién nghéo
ciing nén. Me tdi dinh d&n ndu vao mwong dan nwdc bén canh dwong nén
cd bo dén do, lach vao bén trong. Chan bi dau nén y thirc ba héa ra loo mo,
trong mwong lai c6 nuwde lanh ngit dang chiy. Mua trit xudng mit dwong
nhyra mi mit nhw khéi tring, 4nh chdp mau tim rach qua khe hé gitra cic
ddm may den. Me t6i khong con cam thdy nhw minh dang sdng, ba cudn
ngwoi lai wot sting. Trong ddu ba lai hién ra hinh dnh ngwoi chdng va
nhtrng dira con van con tho' dai ma me da bd lai trong ring Shimogamo.

Khi y thirc trd lai, me thd'y mdt bong nguwoi cao 1én dang nhom vao.
Me tbi gidt minh, nhwng cling khong con strc lyc chay trén. Con mwa di
doi trit 1én dau me t6i da ngot, ti€ng nwd'c mwa ddp vao cy du vang 1én.
M6t nguoi dan 6ng mat miii gidng nhw Hotei dang khom lwng nhin xudng.

“That dang thwong!”

Me t6i nhim nghién mét bd cudc. Ba cam tha’y so' hdi, nhung ciing c6

cam gidc budng xubi, by gio’ c¢o ra thé nao cling dwgc. Lic nay y thirc cia



ba van con dang troi & ra't xa.
“May s¢’ 1dm phai khong? Cha, lai ddy ndo.”
Nguwoi dan ong vwwon canh tay day 16ng ra, 6m 18y me tdi dang wot

sting vao trong long.
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Nhirng ngay thang t6i roi khoi Kyoto trdi di nhw nwde chady trén dong song
Kamogawa, thaA'm thoat da d&n thang Mwoi mét r'oi.

T6i dén an trrea & tang hai cia mot ctra hang d6 ¢ trén phd” Teramachi.

Cian phong nay d€ chira @6 dac, chd't kin nhirng thir @6 gia dung cii x&€p
san sat nhau, hdu nhw dnh sdng khong lot vao. Chll quén 1a ngwoi quen nén
t6i it tin twdng, toi lai cé the chay trdn ra ngoai bang ciu thang thoat
hi€m & phia sau, nén dy that 1a chd an nau ly twédng. Mdi Tan t¢i Kyoto,
toi déu hoa thanh nha swu tdp d6 cO c6 ngoai hinh trdng nhw quy téc
tring*, nau minh vao béng tdi trén tang hai ma #n com.

T6i nhan 18y mot bat com méi ndu xong, ric 1én trén mot chit vun cé
khd mua & Nishiki. Trén cdi ban ki€u Tay c6 dit mot tdch chira day dp tra
xanh vA mot con daruma pha bui. T6i vira nhin vao méit con daruma ma
thoi bat com néng phi phii. Dot nhu6m ndi budn clia cudc sdng lwu vong,
nhwng com lai ngon mét cach ba't ngo.

Khi t6i vd v8 cdi bung no cing, trong cai ti ngin kéo ki€u Tay nim &
gbc phong vang 1€n ti€ng ndi nghén nghen. “Anh an ¢ nhw chét d6i vay.”

“Kaisei dd’y a?” To6i vira nhin 1én cai d6ng h0 ta ding vwa néi. “Tai

sao cO lai chui vao cdi ngan kéo d6 vay?”
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“On 20. K& nguoi ta di.”

Kaisei khi€n chi€c ti ngdn kéo kieu Tay rung 1én lach cach.

Co6 gdi nay la em ho, va 1a vi hon thé tredc diy cha toi. Hai dira anh trai
clia cb ta 1a ciip song sinh Kinkaku Ginkaku, hai thing ngdc hét thudc
chtra d6 ra't noi danh & dat Lac Trung, chuyén ching khéng hoa hop véi
mot con Tanuki cao khi€t ddy tri tu€ nhu té1 day cling la di nhi€n tho6i. Tinh
cach cua Kaisei méo mé nhw vay hin 12 do su gido duc ctia hai thing anh
ngu d4n kia. Tr xwa d&n nay, c0 ta lic nao ciing néi nhitng 1 18 ra't tho 10,
nhung khong hi€u xau hd cdi gi ma nha't quy€t khong cho tdi thd’y bong
dang. C6 mot vi hon thé chi cho minh thdy si ton tai bang nhitng 10 4c
khéb tir béng 81, ching ai ¢6 thé thd'y d6 1a ddng yéu dwoe. Khi hon wde
bi phd vo, t6i da hét 1én sung swong.

Mbi Tan di dén Kyoto thdm viéng, toi lai nghe dworc te Kaisei tin tirc
vé nhirng gi xady ra trong gidi Tanuki. DU ¢6 ta cé ac khau, nhung Kaisei
chéc chin s& khong thong dong v&i Benten, nén tdi van thay yén tam. B&i
vi Kaisei ra't ghét Benten, “N&u phai nghe vé con Thién cau nira mua &Yy
thi t6i tha chét di cho xong”, ¢6 ta coOn tirng néi nhw vay day.

Theo loi k€ cta Kaisei, cang dé€n thang Mwoi hai thi mwa bao cang c6
vé un Un kéo t&i gidi Tanuki & Kyoto. D6 1a béi vi ngay chon lya thdng
linh ti€p theo cua gidi Tanuki - “Niseemon” - dang dén gan. Bay gio
ngwoi xem ching 1a tng ¢ vién manh nhat 1a em trai cua cha t6i, cha cta
Kaisei, tirc Ebisugawa Soun. Ong chd Tanuki d6 13 ngwdi nm trong tay
nha mdy san xud't regu Denki Bran gia ma gi¢i Tanuki thwong hay udng,
trong xa hoi Tanuki du la trong t&i hay ngoai sang 1o ta déu c6 sirc anh
hwdong. Tuy nhién tinh cach ciia Soun khd méo mé, nhieng chuyén xau xa

do hai thing con din d4u bing ddng choai choai Ebisugawa giy ra ciing



kha tai ti€ng, nén ciing nhiéu Tanuki ¢c6 y mudn phan ddi. C6 nguwoi dung
diém y&u nay clia ldo d& ty minh nhim d&n cdi ghé Niseemon, con suy
nghi ra k& hoach tac chi€n chinh tri, d6 chinh la anh ca Yaichiro ctda toi.
Nghi k& hoach tac chi€n chinh trj 1a s& thich t&i cao t6i thwong cla anh ca.

“Ong b& ngd'c nghéch véi ddm anh trai ngdc nghéch caa toi ciing ci
chay t&i chay lui mai thoéi, On ao qua di.”

“Anh ca tdi chic cling dang 1am nhiéu chuyén 1dm.”

“Nhung anh Yaichiro ning lic van chwa di. VAy ma ciing doi danh bat
ong b6 ngd'c nghéch cua tdi d€ tré thanh Niseemon sao!? N6i chuyén nang
I thi anh ta ciling giong nhir ma’y thang anh ngdc chia toi thoi.”

“Tot xau gi do cung 1a anh t61.”

To6i gian dir ddp xudng gh&. “Pung c6 danh d6ng anh &y voi may
thing anh ngd'c cta cd!”

“Cai tén khon kiép ndy, ditng ¢6 ché” giéu may anh cta toi!”

“Khong phai c6 mé&i goi chiing 14 m&y thing ngdc u?”

“Ai cho phép anh cling néi nhw th&” chir? Cdi d6 ho'm hinh, ngu ngd'c
nay!”

Sau d6 Kaisei cho t6i mot trang si va, nén tdi lam bo nhw khong nghe
thay. Khi khong con nghe thdy giong ndi phat ra tw cdi td ngdn kéo ki€u
Tay ntra, toi m&i hodi: “Anh Yajiro dao nay khoe chix?”

“U’. VAn & dudi ddy gi€ng, van khoe. Con tr vin ndi niém cho moi
ngwoi ntra. Toi rat thich anh Yajiro. Thi thoang tdi cling d&€n nho’ anh &Yy tw
van. Ciing c6 tin don rang Benten ddi ldc cling chuwong mit ra & d6,
nhung...”

T6i ngac nhién dén phun nwdce tra ra. “Co Benten thién ha vo dich, liéu



c6 th€ ban khoan gi co’ chx?”

“Ail ma biet. Co khi c6 ta ban khoan chuyén s€ an con Tanuki nao vao
ti€c ta't nién ti€p theo thi sao?”

Giong Kaisei trAim xudng. “... Toi nghe d6n ring nim nay anh s&
thanh mén 1au. C6 ding thé khong?”

“T6i thi khong c6 y dinh d6.”

“Benten dang suc sao hdi thim vé anh d6. Nguy hi€ém 1im. Ciing tai
anh, than la Tanuki ma lai di giao du v&i con Thién cau nira mua d6 nén
mé&i gip ric rdi nhu vy day.”

T6i dot ngdt cam thd’y 16ng & mong minh nglra ngdy, khong binh tinh
lai duorc.

“Anh 1am on vé Osaka ngay di. Cit 1&n vén & day coi chirng bj bit #n
thit that d6.”

“Pa song trén doi 1a Tanuki, hin cling c6 ngay vao n6i lau. Lic d6 toi
s€ gidc ngd ma mim cuwoi.”

“Anh néi thi cirng 14m, nhung &t cude chi 1a thang hén thoi.”

“Pé phong néu tdi bj bit, nhor ¢d cdi ndy nha.”

“Céi gi do, qua lwu ni€m ha?”

“Thud’c 14 Thién cau da’y. Pwa lai cho sw phu Akadama nhé.”

Sw phu Akadama la mot con Thién cau gia khé tinh, n€u & bén canh
khong c¢6 nguoi nhiét tinh cham séc thi sé chiri boi van vat, com ciling
khong thém an. Lic tdi khdng c6 & Kyoto, tdi dd nho em trai nhén trach
nhiém cham séc sw phu, nhwng sw phu ctr dwa ra nhitng yéu cau vo ly
khi€n em t6i gap khé khan. BE sw phu yén ling thi phdi nh6i thuéc 14

Thién cau vao miéng 6ng &'y m&i dwore. Thud'c 14 Thién cau la loai thudc 14



cao cap, n€u hit hét mot di€u roéi thi nira thang sau d6 cling phai ti€p tuc
hit khong dirt, d€ déng miéng sw phu lai trong mot thang cho em trai toi
dwore yén On, t6i da d&€n Tenmabashi mua loai thu6c nay.

“Khong duorce, toi khong thdy gi hét dau.”

“Tai c6 chui trong ngan tu ddy. Pwoc r6i, mau tho dau ra di.”

“Khong dworc. Toi te choi.”

“Toi chéng hi€u gi hét. Bay gio’ ¢ ndi tdi phai lam thé nao?”

Khi chung t6i dang tranh cii, t6i bdng nghe thay ti€ng ngwoi chil tiém
la 1én t dwdi cau thang.

“Quy khach dang & ting hai, mau chay tr6n di! C6 Benten da budc vao

quin roi!”
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Tbi toan dinh chay tron bang ciu thang thoat hi€m phia sau, nhung lai dot
ngot nhin thd'y mot cdi bong ddang ngo bay 1on vén, nhady mia & khodng
troi thu trong xanh cao voi voi ndm gitra cdc toa nha cao tang, 1a Thién
cau Kurama. Du¢i cau thang 1a Benten dang di 1én gac, ctra trede 1a ho,
ctra sau la sai lang, chaamg c6 duwong nao cho moét con Tanuki dang thwong
chay tron.

T6i quay trd lai phong chira d6 dac, 1ap tirc bi€n hinh thanh mot con
daruma b4t mét roi nim ra san.

Benten buwdc vio nha chita 6. C6 Ay dwa mét nhin t6i dang ndm trén
san, nhdt Ié€n xoay vai vong, roi dat tdi xudong bén canh con daruma kia

trén cdi ban ki€u Tay. Mot



con Thién cau Kurama budc vao, cii nguoi kéo gh€’, 13y khan tay lau
bui can than. Benten ngdi xuéng nhw th€’ d6 1a 1€ ta't nhién. Benten dang
mac b6 du phuc h& hai vai nhin cé vé s€ ra't lanh gitra troi thu nay, yéu
kiéu d&n dd néu 12 ma’y thing hdo sic thi chi nhin mdt cdi thoi di di bay
1€n c0i cyece lac.

“Cai thang Yasaburo d6 liéu c6 & ddy khong nhi?” Con Thién cau
Kurama hai.

“Cau ta duoce goi 1a Yasaburo tr6n chay ma. C6 khi da chay mat roi
ddy, Teikinbo.”

“Vay gio chuing ta lam gi day? Toi dwa cd vé Cau lac bo ngay thi Sau
nhé?”

“T6i hoi mét, nghi & day mot 1at da.”

Anh mit cia Benten dwa qua dwa lai gitra hai con daruma dang & trén
c4i ban kiéu Tay. Khi toi vira nghi c¢6 'y dang nhin t6i chdm chdm ma mim
cuoi, thi ¢d lai chuyén 4nh mét sang con daruma bén canh. M4i téc den clia
cd &y dwoe cdt 1én nhwr mot cai banh mochi phia sau dau, nhw the gian dwr
dén téc dwng nguoc 1én r'oi ddong cirng & d6, lam nu cwoi lanh 180 kia lai
trd nén cang dang s’ thém ma’y phan.

“Nay, Teikinbo, & day c6 t&i hai con daruma, c¢6 la ling khoéng cht.
Con nao ciling bi chdy sém & chd gidng nhau, nhitng v&t ban cling gidng
nhau nwa.”

“Ra vay, ky quac that nhi?”

“Yasaburo thi lai rat gioi bi€n hinh.”

Khéo qua héa vung roi - toi tham nghi.

Benten cam 18y thu6c 14 Thi€n cau nam trén ban, dwa vao trong miéng.



Teikinbo cui nguoi, sau d6 cham Iia. Chging maYy chdc Itra da bung 1én,
Benten pha khéi ra nhw mét cdi dau tau hoi nwde, trong chd'c l1at khéi day
da tran ngdp can phong d€ d6, d&€n mic c6 th€ nghi la ¢c6 hda hoan. T6i
nhd dén ndi dau khd cda td tién minh khi céi hang thodi mai yéu thich bj
hun khéi cung sy vat va cia ho, cd nin hoi, nhwng cudi cing cling cat
tiéng ho. Lic dé 4nh mit clia Benten dang dich chuyén giira hai con
daruma dwng lai & t6i. Benten mim cwoi ngot ngao voi toi.

“ba lau khong gap, Yasaburo.”

“Tai sao co biét toi & day?”

“T6i dwoe Kinkaku va Ginkaku mach nwoc da’y. Ching néi 1a dao nay
cd em gai thi thoang lai ra ngoai mot minh. C6 khi 1a bi con Tanuki xau xa
nao dé du do cling nén.”

“That 13, hai thing d6 ldc nao ciing 1am maYy chuyén khong can thiét.”

“La anh thi phai quan tdim d&n em gai chi.”

Benten ném di€u thudc 14 Thién cau da cham Ika vao céi tdi xach den
bong. R6i ¢6 nhidt téi 1én, budc di vang dm thanh r6 rang. “Pi nao,
Teikinbo. Ca Kamoyamabo nwra.”

T6i van nhin nhé mit may, bj ¢d 4y 6m vao long mang di. Co Ay di
xudng cau thang, khé git dau v&i ngwoi chil civa hang @6 cii dang quy rap
& mot bén, roi bwdc ra dwong Teramachi. Pwgc may ga Thién cau
Kurama mic vét den hd tong, cd di bd vé phia Bic con phd mua sim nhon
nhip. Nhin xudng to6i dang nim gon trong nguc minh, ¢d 4y cdi nhu mot
con meo. “Cau tron tron dé thwong 14m diy, cit lam daruma mdt lic cho
toi nhé.”

“Ta dang di dau vay?”



“Bdi vi cau khong chi pha hily cai tra tha't cda toi, ma con lam ma't cai
quat quan trong v&i toi - ciu da hira 1a s€ dén Cau lac bo ngay thir Sdu bi€u
dién mua vui roi ma. Pung c6 néi v&i toi 1a cau quén roi day.”

“Vé chuyén xay ra trong dém Daimoniji, tdi khong biét phai xin 15i thé&’
nao cho dia. Nhwng né€u ¢6 the'thi...”

“Khong can xin 10i gi dau.”

Benten ngang mat 1én mdt cach khodi tra. “Né&u ti€t muc cua ciu do ec,

thi tdi ¢6 the’ mang ciu di nd'u 1au co ma.”
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Quay mat ra dwong Teramachi c6 mot quan sukiyaki*.

Pay 1a mdt quan 1au doi da hoat ddng tir thoi Meiji, cdn nha ki€u nira
TAy ntta Nhat nira gb nira bé tong. Cé ngudi tirng néi chi ¢an liéc mét 1én
cai den I'ong dwong bé mdt cdi thoéi 1a da cam tha’y vi ngon phang pha't r'oi.
Khi kéo t&m rém Ién, & phia tred'c mo mo t6i. Chi€c den thong tha chi€u
anh sang vang xudng hanh lang bing g, nhitng noi 4nh sdng d6 khong
chi€u t&i chim trong man dém. Noi gitra ranh gidi dnh sang va bong tdi
dwong nhw thAm dim vi ngon khong ta xiét. Khach khira dwoc nguoi ta
hwdng dan 1én Tu trén, cAu thang hep nhw cdi 16 chui, doc d&n do du la
meo, giu nuwdc hay 1a chi si Cin vwrong chic ciing déu trwot nga*. Cau
thang ctr ti€p ndi 1én trén, cang lic cang t6i dan. Cang bwdc chan 1€n cau
thang, mui hwong ngon lanh mo h'6 dang quan 14y ngwoi toi cang 1o rang,
mui thom cda thit bd ma cdc vi khach an dang cho doii cling x6ng vao mii
toi, nhw mong nhw ao - Idc nay dén céi cau thang den bong trong cling c6

vé ngon miéng.
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Trong can phong 16t chi€u tatami & fang trén cung cliia quan sukiyaki,
toi va Benten cling cho nhirng thanh vién cta Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu
xud't hién. Trong can phong rong muoi chi€u cé bay hai céi ban tron, ném
ng6i chat & mot goc.

T6i da hda thanh hinh dang sinh vién dai hoc ludém thuém, gong clng
ngwoi ng'oi chinh toa & mot géc phong trai chi€u tatami.

Benten chdng tay 1én lan can, ngim nhin khung cinh d4y nha cira san
sat. Tw ctra s6 nhin xuéng c6 th€ thdy ngay madi vom ctia khu phd
Teramachi kéo dai Bic Nam. P&i v&i Benten, nguwdi ¢6 the ti do bay lwon
trén bau tréi, d6 hin ching phai 12 canh gi thd vi, nhung v&i Tanuki ludn
bo trén mat da't thi day that la canh twong hi€m thay.

Nhitng dam mady ti tich trén bau troi chuyén mau hdng, gié thu thoi
nhr mu6n lam ddy long cang thém c6 don.

“C4u thich sukiyaki ch®?”

“Néu khong phai 1a 1au Tanuki, thi trén doi nay véi t6i khong ¢ gi la
khong ngon.”

“T6i thich 1au Tanuki hon 1a sukiyaki da’y.”

“Gu chia c0 la qua. Thit bo du néi thé nao cling ngon hon chir.”

Benten dwra mét nhin xa xim.

“Cha cdu ciling thanh mén 1au r6i nhi? Chuyén d6 hinh nhw ciing may
nam tredc roi?”’

“Co cling ngdi quanh ban dn ddy, nén dwng ndi nhw th€ minh khong
bi€t gi vay.”

“H6i d6 t6i chi m&i gia nhap Cau lac bo ngay thir Sau thoi. Ciing 1a Tan

dau an thit Tanuki day.”



Go md tring tréo ctia Benten nhudm trong d4nh hoang hon.

“Mon lau Ay that sy ra't ngon.”
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Khi bau troii dd chuy€n mau lam va nhitng ctra hang trén phd Teramachi da
bit dAu tda 4nh sdng tring, nhirng thanh vién ctia Cau lac b ngay thir Sdu
cling Tan lwgt d&€n. Bon ho vira bud'c vao phong 16t chi€u tatami vwa cii
chao Benten. “Ti€t muc gép vui cho budi tdi nay ddy.” C6 &y gidi thiéu toi
nhw vdy. Chi can c6 khong néi “Nguyén li¢u nd'u dn cho bwra t61 nay day”
12 t6i dd cam ta 1im r'oi.

Ngwoi cudi ciing bwde vao néd nu croi hon héd chao hdi Benten.

“Gido su, c6 the gip ong that 12 mirng.” Benten ddp lai bing gwong
mit troi cwoi.

“Pém nay Jurojin va Fukurokujin déu ving mit. Tdi da bdo v&i nha
hang roi.”

Nim vi Phic than cling mdt con thd d3 sum hop, bira tiéc d&m nay bét
dau.

Hai cdi n'6i 140 bang st dwoec x&p ra, nhitng chai bia dyng trong gid tre
cling dwgre mang toi. D6 ddy vang 1én ti€ng roét bia, ti€ng tring dwoc dap
ra danh 1én. Nguoi phuc vu quét dau 1én cdi n'6i 1au sit dang néng dan, ric
dwdng tring 14 ldnh 1én roi x&p thit vio, am thanh x&o x&o vui tai vang
1&n, r6i mui thom bit dau ddy 1én. Thé réi cho xi dau. Chrfmg ma’y choc
thi thit chin. Moi ngwoi cling dn. Lai bd thit vao. B6 thém hanh. B6 thém
dau phu. Nhirng thanh vién Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sdu vwra an thit u6ng bia

vira kéu 1én “Ngon qud!” “A a!” “That tuyét!”, bay td ndi sung swéng ma



tr ngr khong dién ta hét dworc.

Chi khi da udng can bia, can phong trai chi€u yén tinh mé&i tré nén ron
ra nhw da cdi bd moi tréi budc.

“Chi cén cdi am thanh v&i cdi mui nay la da udng dwoc bia roi nhi?”

“Vay thi 6ng Ebisu chi u6ng bia thdi la dwore roi. Phan cua ong dé cho
t01.”

“Ay &y khong, cdi nay chi 12 mé& man cho ti¢t muc chinh ma thi...”
“Thit bd ngon ¢6 hai cho sitc khde 14m day.”

“C6 mot van nhan da noi the nay. Vi bo dan rom ra nén day chaalng phai
n'6i lau bo ma l1a n'di 1au rom. Ro'm thi 1am gi ¢6 cholesterol cht? C6 diing
khong, gido su?”

“Thoi budi nay bo ¢6 con an rom ra niva dau.”

“Bay gio’ bo con vira dugrc cho nghe nhac Mozart vira uéng bia co*.”

“Thé thi bon ta chang phai 1a dang vira in bia vira udng bia da’y sao.”

“Y nhu th€ an com v&i com &y nhi?”

T6i ng'6i canh Benten, dwgc vy quanh bai thién dich ciia minh, va an
thit bo. Cdi chét ddy bi kich cta cha toi, k& manh dn ké y&u, chudi thirc
an... nhirng twdng ni€ém xoay chuyeén trong long da t6i ciing theo vi ngon
cta thit bo quyén v&i trieng ga ma tan chdy roéi bi€n mat. Chuyén nay
khong dwgc, du la theo ti€u chuan cua to6i. That hén ha. Ngon qud. Trong
n'i 1au bang sét ddy 4p nhitng my vi. Trong lic t6i dang mo' mang, Benten
thi thdm vao tai t6i, di€m qua cic gwong mat trong Cau lac bd ngay thir
Sau.

Nguwoi dan 6ng dang ng6i cling voi tdi va Benten quanh n'6i lau la

“Hotei”. P6 1a mot ngwoi pham dn vor vét nhirng gi ¢6 trong n'oi lau voi
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mot strc lye dang kinh ngac d€ c6ng hi€n cho céi bung cang tron, Benten
goi 6ng ta 13 “gido su” bdi vi dng ta 1a mot gido sw & trwdng dai hoc. O'bén
canh chung t6i ¢6 ba ngwoi nira dang quay quan bén mot n'di lau khac. Mot
ngwoi 1a “Daikoku”, 1a mot thanh nién tré tuGi médc trang phuc truyén
thong, chu cia nha hang chuyén am thyc Kyoto “Chitoseya”. Mot ngwoi
khdc 1a “Bishamon”, 12 mdt ngwdi dan dng cor bap lyc lwdng nhin c6 vé rat
cling rén, gidm doc clia mot khach san & Okazaki tén 13 “Gyuunkaku”,
nhin ding diéu O6ng ta d mat hét 1én vi bia ma cét ti€ng cwoi vang khién
bung to1 thot lai, Ong ta tao n twong phong khodang nhw dan di ce du muc
sdng trén leng ngwa. Ngwoi cudi cung 1a “Ebisu”, 6ng ta ¢ gwong mat xé
xudng nhu hinh nhin bang sdp bi chdy nhio vi hoi néng, 14 mot vi tai to
mat 1on & tru sé& chinh clia mo6t ngén hang & Osaka.

“Van con hai ngwoi nira, nheng hom nay khong ¢é mit. Jurojin... toi
rat mudn gap Ong Ay, vy ma.”

“Jurojin la nguoi thé nao?”

Lic 8y vi gido sw dang dung hé€t sirc nhai mot mi€ng thit 1on ngang
dau 1én.

“Hén lanh ling nhu nwéc d 47y.”

“PDar’

“La da trong dad bao 4y.” Benten vira ciroi vira noi.

“La 6ng chud ctra hang ban da bao sao?”

“La 6ng trum cho vay nang 1ai.”

000



DAu sao thi doi phwong ciing 1a beé 1t da #n thit cha toi, nén toi da quyét
tam khong md 1ong minh ra v&i ho, nhung quyét tim sit da do ciing sup
dd theo bia lanh 14 ldnh danh vang cing v&i vi ngon cda thit. C6 1€ 1a do bj
dong mau ngd’c nghéch truyén lai tw to tién xa x06i cua t6i thoi thic, tdi dan
trd nén vui vé thoai mai. Vi t6i 1a Tanuki nén khong the khac dworc.

Tdi va vi gido s dai hoc ngdi quanh n'di 13 cling bit dau mot cude
tranh dau kich liét. DU lam thé& nao ddi phwong ciing ra tay tredc, nén
chung to61 dung diia gianh giat nhau nhw dau ki€m. Vi gido sw dai hoc
chuy&n dong linh hoat khdc han v&i vé& ngoai, doi tay to 1én dy 16ng ding
diia mot cach diéu nghé ma vo vét thit. That 1a khéo 1€o dé€n phat ghét.
Trong lic d6 Benten ng'di quan sat s thém an tran trui xung dot voi nhau,
khong xau ho khong ngan ngai, manh liét nhw dam hoc sinh ¢c6n d6 quyét
da'u bén bo sdng vay.

“HOm nay cling may 1a Hotei ng'6i & ban bén kia.” “Hotei d&€n d'6 sdng
cling binh than chén dwoe, nén n€u ba't can thi bon ta sé chﬁng an dwoc gi
ca.” “That la, ldc nao cling vay.”

Tw ban bén kia ma’y cdi miéng tim lai xi Xdm v&i vé rd't an tim.

“Nghi sao ha, ciu trai. Pam ngudi ding kia ng'di x&p chén rit an binh,
10 12 thi€u nghi€m tic ding khong!”

“Puing 1a nhw vdy. An 14u 1a dd'u tranh!”

“Vay thi chi¢n thoi. Hay day cho bon ho thay sw khic nghiét clia hién
thye di!”

T6i va vi gido sw tdn cdng cwdp doat thit clia n'6i 1au bén canh, phan
chia chi€n lgri pham r'6i ndy sinh tinh ban.

Rwou vao roi, tim tinh tré nén thoai madi, nén t6i cling chang con s¢



hai nira. T6i ty than lai thA'y mudn bi€u dién tai nghé, y chi mudn tuan theo
ban cha't ctia Tanuki con manh mé hon ndi so hai. Toi tw tién thdo ra mot
canh ctra treot 1am thit che chin, d€ Benten gitt hd. Th& r6i mdi Tan
Benten mé hodc déng cdnh ctra kéo d6 toi lai bien hinh. Chéc ch:flng ai
nghi ra chuyén lai ¢6 mét con Tanuki that dang dwong hoang bién hinh
ngay gitra phong 16t chi€u tatami thé” nay. Con say ciling gidp t6i mdt tay,
moi thanh vién Cau lac b ngay thir Sau déu cam phuc kéu 1én: “Ky xdo
tuyét vori qua!” Téi bién thanh hG, thanh méo moii khach, thanh dau tau hoi
nuwdc, bién doi qua rat nhiéu hinh dang. L'an nao cling nhan 14y nhitng
trang vO tay hoan hé nhuw phdo nd, tAm trang tOi tré nén sang khodi vo
cung.

Cudi cuing, da lau r'éi, tdi mdi bi€n hinh thanh Benten.

Tw gwong mat d&€n diang vé déu mi miéu nhw hai giot nwdce, nhirng
ngwoi no du da nga nga say déu c6 vé ngac nhién, t6i dung lai phd bay
béng lung yéu kiéu. Vi gido sw dai hoc giri cdi nhin n'dng chay dén cdi can
c0 xinh dep gia mao cua tdi, huyt sdo phu phtt mot cach vung veé. Toi ciing
hieng chi 1€n, hoi kéo do xudng d€ 16 lung, thir lam tw thé” quyén ri mdt
chiit, Benten gian dir de doa twr trong béng tdi cia tim cira kéo.

“Cau ma loi dung 1a t6i1 s€ an thit cju day.”

T6i1 hoi tinh riegru 1ai ma ty hoi.

T61 bién lai thanh hinh dang ban dau roi cui chao, va lai nhan dworc
mot trang phdo tay nhiét liét. “Tuyét voi qua!” Vi Bishamon gidam doc
khéch san thot 1én, ngo’ ngan. “Khong ho danh khach cia c6 Benten.”

“That khong hiéu thd thuat th€” nao nira. Nay, hay cdu la mdt con
Tanuki that?”

Ebisu vo tinh bin tring hong tim.



“A ha ha ha. Ping 1a nhw vay. T6i la Tanuki day.” T6i trd nén canh
giac.

“bung theé” day. Tén nhoc nay la mot con Tanuki tdi quen bi€t.” Benten
noi. “Nhin ciu &y ¢6 ngon lanh khéng nao?”

“Khong, tai ndng nay ma dem nau lau thi that phi. Bon t6i khong an
cau dau.”

“T6i thich ciu roi do! Tuyét voi! That thu vi.”

Vi gido sw dai hoc ¢6 vé ri't cdm ddng, nim 14y tay toi.

“L’an sau lai to1 ntra nha!”
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“Pay nay, cau in di. An nhiéu nhiéu vao.”

Benten thu gom nhitng thitrc dn con lai dudi ddy n'oi 13l gip vao chén
riéng cho tdi. La do than tinh hay mu6n ép téi xi 1y @6 dw thwra, tdi cling
Chglng o ntra. Vi gido sw dai hoc van nhin theo v&i vé mé say.

“Puore roi, vi dém nay tdi s€ tha thir cho ciu vdy.” Benten ndi.

“C0 s€ khong mang t6i di na'u lau ding khong?”

“Ngay mai thi t6i van chwa biét dau nhé.”

To6i binh tinh lai mot chit, yén tiéc cling tréd nén yén a hon.

Nhirng thanh vién trong cau lac bd mat dé au ngo6i trén chi€u tatami
thong tha udng rwou, Benten m@ ctra sO ra d€ con gié dém mat mé tran
vao. Co6 &y vura rit ra di€u thud'c 1a Thién cau dat 1én méi, thi vi gido su da
gan nhw quy g6i xudng chidm la. Benten néi 1o cdm on véi gwong mat

binh than r'6i tha khéi 1én bau troi dém phia trén dwong Teramachi.



“Tiéc ta't nién thang t&i 1a an 1au Tanuki nhi?” Bishamon noi.

“Chic 12 theo 1& thwong, dng s& cho ching tdi mwon nha hang
Chitoseya chir?” Ebisu noi.

“DPwrong nhién roi. O nhtrng nha hang khac ho khdng cho ching ta [am
lau Tanuki dau.”

Bishamon udng mot hép rwou, ddi mat hap hdy trong nhu mit cla
twong con ché da canh cong dén. “DAau vAy, tai sao tiéc ta't nién lai phai dn

l1at Tanuki nhi? T6i van thich thit bdo hon.”
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“Ong n6i nhw vy s& bj khai trir d’y.” Ebisu canh bdo. “Quy tic ctia hoi
la vy ma.”

Daikoku khoanh tay néi. “Khdng phai Ia do Tanizaki Junichiro* dinh ra
hay sao?”

“Chuyén d6 c6 that khong nhi?” Bishamon néi.

“T6i nghe ttr Jurojin rang Tanizaki Junichiro ciing tng 13 hdi vién ma.”

“Pua a!”

“Tanizaki ma lai an thit Tanuki sao? N€u la 6ng 2y thi hin 12 thich cé
dwa xam hon ch*?”

“Nhwng cd dwa xam la thirc &n mua ha ma.”

Bishamon cdt giong hodi gido sw: “Lan t&i 1a dén lwot Hotei mang
Tanuki d&€n nhi?”, nhwng ngwoi dwoe goi hau nhw khong d€ y toi, chi mai
mé chi€ém nguong Benten ng6i tdch ra khéi vong tron hit thudc. Benten
ngdi trén bau cira s&, dot ngdt quay lai hudng vi gido sw, néi: “Ong Hotei
ra't yéu mén Tanuki phai khong?”

Nhirng 1o ctia Benten khién cho vi gido sw tinh lai, 6ng phong miii 1én

gat dau that manh.
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“U'. Tanuki d& thwong 14m. Thyc s 1 vo ciing dé thwong.”

Thé roi vi gido sw bit dau thao thao bat tuyét ring Tanuki ddng yéu
dén nhwong nao. Nhin nhitng ngudi khdc vira cwdi vira ling tai nghe bai
dién vin Y, t6i hiéu ra ring 6ng ta di giang bai nay ra't nhiéu M'4n roi.

“Trwdre hét, cdi sy tron tron lun lun cda tui né that 1a dang yéu. Toi tin
ring cdi tir tron tron lin lin hin 1a dwoc phéat minh cho Tanuki réi. Cai vét
den quanh miét, cdi chin tay nho nhd den den, tdt cd déu ding yéu qua
chung. Hon thé nira, cdi cach chidng nhin ta ngo’ ngac, roi quay mong lach
bach chay di... Bén phan ciing vién vién cuc cuc thyc sy 1a dang yéu qua.
DPiing Ia tran ngap vé dep.”

Vi gido st rom rém nude mét, cang k& cang hiing say.

“Toi tré nén mé say mdt con Tanuki tr may nam trede roi kia, con
Tanuki d6 qua that rdt dang yéu. Lic d6 t6i dang mdt minh di bd &
Kitashirakawa thi bét gip mot con Tanuki dang bj thwong ndm gitra hao
nwdc ven dwong. La mot con cdi. Hom d6 thoi tiét ra't xd'u, con Tanuki bj
wdt nede mwa, mdi Mn nghe ti€ng s&m chdp lai run 1&n. Vi cdi chin bi
throng lam né dau, khi t61 Gm né mang vEé tin nha né ciing chaalng cuc cua
gi. Sau d6 toi so’ ciru r6i cho né &n com nam. Con Tanuki d6 cdi gi cling
nham nham an hét. Pung 1a hau dn. Y hét nhw tdi vay. Ma né rad't so’ sim
chop, cling gidng nhw t6i. Khi nao ¢ ti€ng s&'m rén vang la né tré nén cuc
ky hodng s¢, khit khit miii r6i chay loan 1€n that ding thwong, nén nhirng
dém troi ¢6 sdm chop t6i mang nd vao trong chan, lic nao ciing & bén
nhau. Khi n6 khde lai t0i thad né vé ndi, nhung khi tré vé nidi né van quay
nhin mit t6i. C¢ quay lai vira nhin toi vira di. A, anh Bishamon khong tin
4? D6 1a vi anh chwa thd'y dd’y! Vi anh chwa thdy sy dé throng cta nd.

Con Tanuki &y nhw biét dwgc on ciru mang vady d6. Théat thong minh, con



Tanuki d6. C4i mong liic 14c chay di, ma van nhin lai ding nay chim chi
bang d6i mét dang yéu dé. Toi cling néi, mau tré vé di con. Du vdy né van
c6 vé rat dau long. That qua dang yéu, qua cd don, lam tbi cling khoc. Tw
do tre di, toi tré nén mé say Tanuki...”

DPén chd d6, Bishamon chen vao. “Vi th&¢ méi ky cuc da’y. Chuyén 6ng
Hotei si mé& Tanuki, moi ngwoi déu biét roi. Nhwng chaamg phai mdi ndm
ong déu an lau Tanuki mdt cach ra't vui vé dd'y sao? Khong la lung w?”

“Yeéu thich Tanuki va an Tanuki la hai chuyén hoan toan khong mau
thudn. Ngweoi nhe anh ldc nao cling ngai ngéin dn, nhung t6i khi nao ciing
an ra't sung swong. Toi cling rat thich dem Tanuki di ndu lau. Can phai
dung ky thuat dic biét d¢€ loai bd hoan toan mui hdi cia thit nhi? Nhwng
Tanuki ra't ngon. An that ngon lanh ciing 12 mot loai 1& nghi daYy.”

“Khong, nhwng ma, tai sao 6ng cd tinh phai an giong loai Tanuki ma
minh yéu thich chit? Con ¢6 rad't nhiéu moén ngon khic co ma.”

Tai tir trong ddy 1ong tdn thudng nhitng 10 sic bén ctia Bishamon.

Tuy nhién vi gido sw lai dung dén cdi lwoi linh hoat mot cach ky quai
cia minh, dwa ra bién luan ky dj ring in ciing c6 nghia la yéu. Tt géc nhin
cua Tanuki, that chéng phai 12 mot thir 1y luan dé dang d'ong tinh dwoc. Sau
khi bi an thit roi ma lai bi té tinh “tao yéu may 18m” thi that 1a khé xit.

“T6i yéu chiing dn mirc mu6n an ching luén!”

“T6i quen bi€t 6ng Hotei da lau r'oi, nhwng that sy 1a khong hi€u noi
ngwoi nhw 6ng.”

Bishamon cwoi kho, xoa xoa mdi téc khd xdc xo. “That 1a khong hinh

dung noi.”

Sau d6 moi nguwoi lai ti€p tuc udng rwgru, nhirng 1o vi gido s ndi ra



tré nén khong hi€u ndi y nghia, cudi cling 6ng ta thi thdm “Tanuki ra't dé
throng, nhung & ddy con mot ngwdi khdc ciing dé thwong nhw thé”, tan
tinh Benten mdt céch 16 lidu.

“Thé& 1a khong dwoc. Ong Hotei, ong lai say roi.”

“That dang thwong. Bon tdi hi€u tinh cam cda 6ng, nhwng kim nén lai
di.”

Liéc mét sang nhitng ngudi khic khi ho vira '6n 20 néi thé vira gil vi
gido su lai, Benten k€ mi€ng vao tai toi.

“Nay, tr nhién t61i thdy budn chan qua. Chung ta ra ngoai tho6i.”
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Tw bira yé€n ti€c da trd nén 16n xdn nhao nhoet nhw vién dwong den bi roi
xudng reou, Benten tréo qua ctra s 1an ra ngoai.

Co6 &y cam 137y tay t6i ma kéo, tw lan can nhdy 1én, ddp xudng con
dwong thong béc cao trén mai cia khu phd” vom. Phdt 1o nhitng thanh vién
Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu dang tir cdn phong trai chi€u tatami ca't ti€ng goi
“Co6 Benten, quay lai di!”, cd &y nhe budc 1én mai ctia phd Teramachi.

Ching t6i buwde di khdong gdy maYy ti€ng dong trén con dwong nhd bam
theo phd” vom. Khéi twr thudc 14 Thién cau cua Benten chdy tr6i gitra khe
h& cua nhirng toa nha.

Mai vom kéo dai qua khe héd nhirng toa nha d€n phia Nam, gitr lai anh
sang clia phd” Teramachi & phia dwdi, hit anh den tring 1én man dém. Pay
la 161 thdong diung cho xay dwng, cdm nguoi ra vao, nén con dwong dnh
sang kéo dai dén tan Shijo nay khong c6 ai qua lai. Ngang dau nhin I€n, t6i

c6 th€ thd’y lac dac anh dén cua nhirng quéan ca phé va quan bar tda sang



1ap lanh trén tAng cao ctia nhirng tda nha, nhirng Con ngwoi ngdi quanh
ban hwéng thy budi t&i thit Sdu trdng nhr mo hinh @6 choi. Cling da tré
roi, nén dwong Teramachi va Shinkyogoku dwdi chan chiing t6i da dut
ti€ng On ao.

Chinh gitra bau trosi dém, tr6i n0i mot vang trang to tron nhw 40 mong.
“Trang dém nay to qud nhi?” Benten thdm thi nhw khong kim nén dwoc
cAm xdc. “T6i thich ma’y vat hinh tron 1m daYy.”

“Viy sao?”

“T61 mudn c¢6 mat trang qua!”

Dot ngdt cd &y ngwde nhin mat trang trén trori d¢m ma ndi. “Kia kia,
18y n6 xudng cho t61 di, Yasaburo.”

“Khong th€ dwore... Du do la yéu cau cia cd Benten di nira.”

“That cheamg c6 nang lyc, cdi gi cling khong lam dwore... Cau chi la mot
con Tanuki dang thwong.”

“Co dung co tuy tién ndéi nhw thé” dwoc khong?”

“Mait trang dep qud, nhung tai sao lai thdy co6 don thé nay, to1 2y.”

“Co say roi.”

“T61 c6 say dau... Chuyén vat vanh ma.”

Chung t6i nhin tha'y c6ng vién Shinkyogoku Rokkaku phia dwoi.

Phia trén mai vom, nhitng soi ddy dién méic chang chit. Benten tir con
dwong thong nhdy 1€n, nhin xuéng dwdi cong vién. Kep phia bén kia cong
vién 12 m4i vom ctia phd” Shinkyogoku. Cong vién ndm giita Shinkyogoku
va Teramachi nay vi la ban dém nén chealng c6 bong nguoi, chi ¢ vai cai
cay it d&€n dang thwong dang rung 14, dang vé c6 quanh. Ching tdi cé the

nghe thd’y ti€ng ddm thanh nién ng'6i ho hat tredc cong chinh cua chua



Seigan & Shinkyogoku.

Tié€n 1én phia tredc mdt chiit niva, chiing t6i d€n mot toa nha son den.
O bén dwong c6 mot tim bang nhd d& dong chit ngén ngan “Cafe &Bar”.
C6 mot céi ban nhd cuing hai cdi ghé tron dyng sdn. Ngang dAu nhin 1én, c6
4nh sang hét ra tir khung ctra sO tAng nim dang md ciia tda nha, & mot bén
ctra sO ¢6 treo mot cdi chuéng mau vang. Tw cédi chuéng budng xudng mot
s¢o'1 day dai, dén tan bén canh céi ban.

Benten ng6i xuong ghe’, kéo soi day do. Tieng chudng vang Ién lanh
canh, roi tr ctra sO mdt ngwoi dan 6ng héi dau d€ ria tho mit ra. Khi
Benten nhin 1én trén dwa hai ngén tay ra, nguwoi dan ong git dau r'oi lai rit
vao bén trong ctra so. Chealng ma’y chd’c mét céi khay dwoc budc diy dwa
xudng twr ctra s6. Bén trén c6 bay hai c6c Akawari ma Benten yéu thich,
shochu pha v&i regru vang ngot Akadama.

O noi udng reou bi mat do, ching t6i cung can chén dwdi anh trang.
Lic dang udng rwou, Benten cir thi tham “that dang budn”, “that dang
budn”. Chflng maYy chdc cd Ay lai dirng 1€n, cdm 18y cdi ly thay tinh ¢6
chira regu Akadama mau h'dong dao, nhanh nhen lwdt di phia trén mai vom.

“Tai sao co lai c6 vé budn ba nhw vay?”

“T6i dang thwwrong cam, ciu s€ bi tdi an thit mat.”

“Thi ¢6 ¢ khong an t6i 1a dwoc ma.”

“Nhung mot luc nao do, toi s€ an thit cu thoi.”

“Cd n6i chuyén in tdi d& dang nhwr the 1am khé t6i 18m.”

T6i néi. “P6 1a van @€ lién quan t¢i tinh mang cda toéi ma.”

Benten 14m bam nhitng 1o dic y. “T6i thich ciu nhidu d&n mirc mudn

an cau lu6n. Nhwng khi ta an ma't réi... thi thi ta yéu thich s€ khong con



nwra!”

“Prong nhién la the rdéi. CO that ich ky!”

Lic d6, ching toi nghe thay tiéng kéu kéo dai: “Oi 6i.”

Nguwoi budce 1do ddo trén 167 thong hep trén cao chinh 1a vi gido sw dai
hoc lic nidy da bién luan trong budi tiéc, dung tinh yéu dang trao voi
Tanuki d€ ap ddo chuing t6i. Mai téc Ong ta tan loan, cdi bung rung rung, bd
au phuc hoi ban ban, cdi cap 1on 6m trén nguwc, ¢6 hét sirc ma chay lai day.
Ong ta thd hon hén, md hoi tda ra rong rong.

“A, gido sw. Ngai di theo chiing tdi d&n day a?”

Vi gido sw duoi theo &y cling nhap bon vao ti€c tang hai ciia Cau lac bd

ngay thir Sdu, dién ra trén thé& gi¢i ctia nhirng néc nha.
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Quay sang vi gido sw, Benten ndi, hay cung di “nhat 14 d6” di.

Benten thanh todn tién regu Akadama, roi tr mai vom Teramachi bang
qua cdy cau sit di vé phia T4y, bam theo ciu thang xodn &c cla tda nha.
Tw d6 cd di 1én néc nha, nhdy sang tdoa nha bén canh. C6 &y nhdy qua
nhirng toa nha san sat nhau, ttr mai nha nay sang mai nha khac mot cach rat
di€u luyén. T61 va vi gido sw e ngai d0 cao nén chun chan, Benten lién
quay lai, kéo 12’y tay hai chiing t6i. Ching t6i bang qua thé& gidi trén mai
nha dwgc anh trang chi€u sang.

“Co Benten!” Vi gido sw vwra thd phi pho vwra néi. “Thit 1a, cd qua
nhanh nhen.”

“So v&i tudi ctia minh thi gido sw cling déo dai lam.”



“Khi di tim mAu vat toi cling phai vao rirng rdm nhiét d&i roi ma. Puorc
trui rén khdc hin véi maYy Ong chd & quanh day day.”

“Nao, c0 Ién mot chut nira.”

“Qi cha 6i cha, c6 ctt y nhw 1a Thién cau vay.”

Vi gido sw du khong biét nhwng budt miéng ndi tring, lam Benten cwoi
khic khich gitra anh trang.

Chrfmg maYy chdc, ching t6i da dén fang thwong ctia mdt toa nha cao
tang no.

Tang thwong cia tda nha ndm trong mdt con hém tdch ra khdi dwong
chinh nay hoan toan yén tinh. Trén nay c6 ddt mot chi€c may ban hang ty
dong, khong biét 1a liéu cé ai ti mua hay khong, & bén canh cé trong mét
ciy 14 do 1on. Vi gido s va t6i déu mét nhoai, nga lung ngdi xudng cai
ghé&” dai mau xanh & bén canh may ban hang ty dong. Benten dirng dwdi
gbc cay la dd, vira hit thudc 14 Thién cau vira nhin 1én ngon cdy. Nhirng
chié€c 14 nhuém mau dd nhan 18y danh dén huynh quang tir may ban hang tw
dong, trong nhw thay tinh trong sud't. Khéi dan dan boc ra tw di€u thudc 14
Thién cau, chay trdi trén san thwgng trong man dém.

T6i h6i twdng lai ngay xa xwa, khi mang regru vang ngot Akadama dén
cho su phu Akadama va Benten ngdm hoa trén sin thuwong. D6 12 ngay dau
tién Benten bay lwgn dwoe trén bau troi, lic &y ¢6 méi chi dit budc chan
xinh dep kia Ién na’c thang thanh Thién cau. Con ¢6 bay gio da dat dwoc
moi thir trong tay, khong con hinh béng gi cta cd gdi chi cin bay lo’ lirng
thoi da rat hanh phidc r6i mim cwoi voi an sw nhw trede nira.

Ching tdi ngdm 14 dd trong dém d€ giét thoi gian. To6i 14y cdi may anh

ra, chup mét tim hinh ky niém.



Ching bao lau vj gido su d3 mé 1oi.

“Toi 4y, van con nho 16 cai ngay gip 6 Tan dau.”

“Thoi bd di. Nhirng chuyén nhw thé” quén di cling t6t.”

“T6i khong quén dworce. Lic d6 cling vira khéo 1a tiéc tdt nién. T6i nghe
noéi ¢6 cdi 1'6ng chira mot con Tanuki trong phong trai chi€u nén vao xem
tinh hinh ra sao. Liic d&n thi thd'y cd dang ndm bén canh cdi I'ong, ngl say
swa. LAy may cdi ném ngdi chdong 1€n lam gdi, cudn tron lai gidng nhw tré
con vay.”

“La vy sao...7”

Benten dit tay 1én than cay 14 dd, cham rai budc vong quanh cay.

“T6i da nghi, dé la ai vdy nhi? B&i vi t6i khdng biét ngwoi mdi gia
nhdp vao Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu 1a mot cd géi tré. Toi da cho d6 1a ¢6 con
gai tré tudi cla ctra hang Chitoseya ng'6i trong chung con Tanuki, mét qua
nén thi€p di. R'6i t6i nghi, qua 1a mdt ngwoi cham chi. Con Tanuki & trong
I'ong ciing 12 mot con Tanuki tuyét vori, hét sie hién ngang 13m liét. Ching
¢6 chiit da'u hiéu s¢ hai nao. Khi tdi va con Tanuki dang nhin nhau, co thic
day dén bén canh t6i, th& r'di cd ndi chuyén v&i con Tanuki.”

“Chuyén ngay xwa do, toi da quén mat roi.”

“Co di néi: ‘Nguoi sdp bi ta dn mat, thit 1a ddng thwong’, sau d6 lai
néi ‘nhung ta phai dn ngwoi thoi’. Co da chuyén tro voi con Tanuki nhw
thé day.”

Vi gi4o st vin hwéng mét nhin xudng, mim cwoi. “Lic d6 toi di hoa si
mé cd. Pa roi vao tinh yéu roi day. Tinh cam cua cd, toi ¢6 the hieu dworc.
Ching ta la ¢6ng chi & di€m do, tdi da nghi vay...”

“Gido s da nghi sai roi.”



Benten vira ngim 14 dd vira thi thAm. “Tdi khong nhé minh da néi nhuw
the".”

“Vay u?”

Vi gido st ngdp mot céi rd to, roi néi “Nhwng t6i thi vAn con nhd”. Sau
d6, du trong van nhw dang 1dm ba 18m bam chuyén gi, 6ng ta da guc dau
xudng roi ngd mat.

Benten d€' 16 gwong mit budn thwong, di vong vong quanh cay 1a do.
“Co Benten?” Toi thir cat ti€ng goi, nhwng ¢6 &y khong tra loi. Tw di€u
thud'c 14 Thién cau, m6t ddm lira birng 1€n. Vi Benten di vong vong quanh
than cdy, khéi da cudn 1én quan quanh ngon cdy. Nhiéu khéi qud. Giwa
ddm khéi bdc 1én, béng hinh thanh manh clia Benten thoit 4n thoit hién,
d6i ldc toi cling thd'y do'm Ira twr di€u thud'c 14 Thién cau. C nhw mot con
quai thd phun Itra dang chuyén ddng vay.

To1 r€ man khoi boc 1én day ddc ma dén gan Benten “CoO dang lam gi
vay?” Toi cit tieng hoi. O bén kia birc twong khéi cudn cudn, toi nhin
thd’y bong hinh xinh dep ctia Benten, khi tdi dom bwdc d€n géan ¢6 Ay da
nhe nhang lach di, chui vao trong man khai.

“Cau dung t&i gan day.”

Bén trong dam khéi, Benten néi. “Néu cdu t&i gén tdi s€ an thit cau.
That day.”

T6i dirng budc, vira ho vi khéi vira hdi. “Cé hoi dwong dot, nhwng cd
lam sao vay?”

“Mat traing dep qud, nhung chi lam t6i budn thwong ma thoi. That
mudn di tim. To6i vé day.”

“That ich ky! C6 tinh bo chiing t6i trén san thwgng ma veé a?”



“Yasaburo, dwa gido s v€ dang hoang nhé.”

Khéi lai day hon mét tang, cu'dn cudn lai mét cach du doi...

Thé réi dot ngdt ti't ca chuyén dong déu dwng lai. Lan khéi bi gié dém
thoi tan tac, nhin sang bén kia chaalng con thdy béng dang cua Benten dau
ntra. Dwdi g6c ciy 14 do, chi con lai dau loc cta di€u thudc 14 Thién cau da
hut hét.
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Mait trang tr6i trén bau troi d€m mua thu, khong khi lanh dan tha&m vao
ngwoi.

Toi tra nguwdi 1én thanh vin gi sét ma ngdm nhin khung canh ban dém.
To6i thd'y nhirng cd gdi ngoi trén gh€ dwa ngoai ban cong cua nhirng tda
nha chung cw nhin ngdm mit tring, thA'y béng lwng mot s6 ngwdi dan dng
dén khan vdi & ngodi dén nhd dwoc thip sdng bdi nhitng ngon deén I'ong
trén san thwgng mot toa nha, lai thdy & fang trén cung cia modt tda nha
khéc c6 mot quan bar noi nhirng cd gdi an mic theo ki€u maiko dang nhay
mia cling v&i mdt ngudi mic @6 con rdi hinh qua ca tim. Ngidm nhin
quang canh th& gii ky la khong am thanh trén néc nha nhw viy, t6i né€m
trdi dwore cam gidc tré thanh Thién cau.

Gido sw “khut khit” xi miii roi mé& mét day. “Co6 Benten di dau r6i?”
Ong vira hdi vira ruing minh.

Thé r'6i vi gido sw néi minh da d6i bung, 187y tw trong tdi ra co’ man la
com nim g6i boc gid’y bac ra't ky la, bay ra & gitra chinh 6ng Ay va tdi. Vi
dugc moi, ti cling cdm 18y mot nim com. C6 loai nhan trirng ran, cling

c6 loai nhan rong bién. Trong tdi cda gido sw con bod ca rwou, mdt ban tay



16ng 14 to 1&n cta dng ta ¢cAm com nim, tay kia ¢cAm 14y c6c ma nham
nhéap reou.

“T6i gidi 1am mén nay 14m day. C6 ngon khong?”

Vi gido su cudi. “Toi cwe ky thich com nidm. Liic ngudi dn ciing ngon,
ham néng 1én cling ngon. Lic nao & dau cling an dwoc.”

Hai nguwoi ching toi cing an, tdi cling dwge chia it reou.

“Chéc co6 Benten khong tré lai dau nhi?”

“Ching t6i goi d6 la ‘Cudc dao thoat gitra dwong ctia cd Benten’, lic
nao ciing vay, c6 &y ctr dot ngdt bién mat gitra ching nhw thé”.”

“Con nguoi &y von la loai khé hi€u...”

“Cau la hoc sinh phai khdong? Cau c¢6 quan hé thé nao véi Benten vay?”

To6i di nhién khong th€ néi chuyén minh 1a con Tanuki cé quen biét
ngay xwa voi cd ban Thién cau d6, nén toi phia ra qua trinh minh quen biét
Benten trong phd’ ra sao, chinh minh ciling thd’y rat cé stc thuyét phuc. Vi
gido swr vira git gl vira 1ang nghe. “Cha, cd &y qua 12 mot my nhan ky la.”
Vi gido sw th6t 1én nhw khong kiém dwoc cam xuc.

“Gido su ciing ky la 1dm day.”

“T61 c6 gi la dau?”

“Sw hang say dn udng clia gido sw, khong gidng binh thwong chiit
nao.

Vi gido s dn tié€p mdt ndm com nira, “Diing 13 tdi rAt mé in udng.”
Ong thi tham. “Téi da #n rd't nhiéu thi roi day. Cling mot phan 13 do
nghién ctru ntra.”

“Gido su cling an Tanuki sao...”

“Khong chi mdi Tanuki dau! Toi da dén nhiéu noi trén thé gidi, da in



dt moi thir tr con tring thye vat dong vat dén cac loai ca roi.”

“Co ngon khong a?”

“Trong ldc an thi phai an thit ngon. D6 la nghia vu clia ngwoi an da'y.
Nhung ma, cau bé, that ra chi can an mdt vat c6 sinh mang da la ra't ngon
roi - khong nghi thé thi khong dwoc. Tdi nhdm dén tw twdng dé day. Vi
vay nén t6i m&i an that nhiéu thir. Chi nhirng thr ¢ ddc thi thoi... tai an
vao s€ chét ma. Nhung ké nhw t6i, chi 1a con &€ch trong gi€nhg ma thoi. Néu
mé to mét nhin khip thé gidi, sé thd'y Con nguwdi dn dd moi thir. That 1a
mdt sy pham an dang kinh ngac. Nghi dé€n chuyén do, t6i that vo cung cam
phuc. An titc 13 yéu co ma. Ching ta dn nhiéu tht nhw vay, c6 nghia la
ching ta yéu ra't nhiéu thir, Con ngwoi van tué€? Toi thanh ra nghi nhw vay
day.”

“Nhwng d6i voi phia bi an, chealng cé gi la dang hoan hd van tu&” & day
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ca.

“Ve€ phia bi an, hin 12 rat ghét roi. Vi néu la to1, ciing s€ khong thich
chuyén bi gau hay sé6i gdm dau dau. Ai cling ghét chuyén d6 cd. Nhung
diu c6 bi #n di nira, t6i vin mudn dn. Toi yéu Tanuki dén mirc du thdy
ching ddng thwong van mudn dn. Khong chi ¢6 Tanuki. Ching ta déu da
an nhirng th dang yéu r'oi. Du dang budn, nhwng thit sy rd't ngon. Diéu
nay that 12 mot mau thudn vi dai ding khong? Noi céi khac, d6 chinh 1a
tinh yéu. T6i ciing khdng hiéu 14m, nhung chic hin 1a tinh y€u. La tinh yéu
day.”

“Con nguwoi vi khong lo bj an nén méi dam néi nhirng loi thy ti€n dén
vay.”

“Cau ¢6 vé khang khang dirng veé phia ké bj an nhi? Nhung d6 ding la

chuyén quan trong. Piing 12 Con ngwdi chiing ta khong ¢an lo 1dng chuyén



bi an thit. Ching ta khong c6 thién dich. Khi chét thi bi hda thiéu thanh tro,
bi vi sinh vat an roi tré vé voi dat ma thoi. Nhweng néu 1a nhw thé t6i s€
cam thay c6 don 1dm. Dot ngdt bj vi sinh vt dn 12 chuyén that cd don.
Pén Iliic t6i chét di, mién 1a khdng dau dén, thi ¢6 bi Tanuki &n ciing tot...
Thay vi thoi thép trong bénh vién roi chét, trd thanh bira an cho Tanuki
con tot hon. Khi chét trong bénh vién, toi chflng the tré thanh dinh dwdng
cho ai ca. Nhw vay that ¢6 don. N&u t6i ¢6 the’ lam mot con Tanuki no cang
bung thi van t6t hon ra't nhiéu.”

“Chuyén an thit gido sw, that 1a qua strc mot con Tanuki r'6i.”

“Pung vay nhi... Hon nwra, t6i ¢6 cam gidc thit minh s€ khong ngon
dau. bang bu6n that.”

Vi gido sr lai an mot nim com. “Né&u ddm Tanuki #n thijt tdi thi sé
ching thd'y ngon dau. Nghi vdy, t6i m&i thdy Con nguwdi that déng
thwong.”

“T6i chwra tirng nghe thd’y ¢6 Con nguoi nao lai di dau budn vé chuyén
nhw thé cd.”

“Ngay xwa, c6 modt con Tanuki da néi v&i toi nhw vdy ma. Bay gio toi
vAn con nhé chuyén d6. A, cau dang nghi 12 t6i néi ddi ding khong! Ciing
phéi thoi. N&u bao 12 Tanuki mé miéng néi thi ching ai tin ndi. Nén toi
chwa hé k€ voi ai ca.”

Vi gido su cuoi vui vé. “Nhwng d6 qua la mo6t con Tanuki ra't tuyét
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D6 1a dém ho I'dn dau chao dén Benten ¢ Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau.



Vi gido s d€n xem tinh hinh con Tanuki bi bt vé thé nao roi, nén
buwdc chan vao phong trai chi€u phia sau cia nha hang Chitoseya. O trong
phong tréi chi€u chi dat mot ngon den dién phong theo hinh dang dén [6ng
gify, bén ngoai ctra s& c6 thé thdy canh sic ban d&m bén by sdng
Kamogawa. O mot g6c phong cé trdi may to’ bao, phia trén d6 dat mot cai
I'ong. Mot cO gai ma ong khong quen mat dang g61 dau 1€n may cai td'm
dém ngoi dat ch'dng 1én nhau, cudn tron lai nam ngu bén canh céi I'ong.
Guong mat dang say ngu ay that ding yéu, lam vi gido sw chot thay boi
h'6i. Ong rén rén tién lai gan céi Iong d& 1am co6 khong thirc gidc.

Trong 1'6ng 1a mo6t con Tanuki rad't 1on dang cudn tron lai. BO 16ng chia
n6 6ng anh dwdi anh dén dién, qua ra't to 1on dwong bé. N6 dwong nhw da
nhin ra vi gido sw dang chu y d€n minh nén quay dau vé phia 6ng, nhung
khéng c6 chiit so hii, ciing khong c¢6 vé odn han. Anh mét né nhin gido sw
ra't binh tinh than nhién, nhw th& dang suy tw diéu gi siu sic 1dm. Sv uy
nghiém dé khi€n vi gido s cam phuc.

“May to lon that ddy.” Vi gido su thi thidm. “Trong xa hoi Tanuki, hin
may ciling 12 mot con Tanuki ra't lieng danh nhi?”

Con Tanuki dot ngdt nhdm nguwdi ddy, nhrr dang ling nghe 101 18 chia vi
gido sw. Vi gido su 14’y trong ciip ra mdt nim com, dwa vao '6ng cho con
Tanuki. Con Tanuki dwa mili lai g4n ngki ngli, sau dé bit dau dn. Vira
ngdm nhin con Tanuki #n com ném, 6ng vira ngdi x&p bang trwdc céi
I'dng, tro chuyén.

“T61 nay, bon tao sé an thit may day. C6 1€ v&i may la chuyén ra't ba't
dic di, nhung bon tao di quyét dinh tiéc ta't nién s& dn 1du Tanuki roi. Pa
sinh ra lam Tanuki, cling s€ c¢6 khi bi Con nguoi an thit. DU néi di€u nay

that ich ky, nhwng cé thé dn may, tao qua thyc ra't vui. Py ciling la mot



cudc gdp go day.”

Vi gido sw ndi nhw vy xong, con Tanuki binh than nhin Ién gwong mat
ong.

“Tai sao may lai binh tinh nhw thé' nhi? Khéng thd’y ba't an gi sao?” Vi
g140 su noi.

Con Tanuki d6t ngét mé mi€ng.

“Pén lic nay nhirng gi can phai lam t6i d€u da lam ro6i, cac con ciling
da 1&n roi. Pira dt vAn con bé, nhung né cé cdc anh & bén, chic chin s&
gitp né tredng thanh dang hoang. Toi da gieo hat, nudi dwong ching 1o
1én. T6i da hoan thanh nhirng nghia vy cia mot con Tanuki r6i. Nhung
ngay con lai 12 4n hué clia troi, néi cach khac 1a do may méan. Vi vay, dén
gio’ bi cac 6ng an, d6i voi toi cling hoan toan chfmg sao ca. N€u cac ong
mudn an thi ci viée.”

“Kylaqua...”

Vi gido sw thi thAm. “Tao vira ¢6 cdm gidc nhv may dang néi chuyén.
Tao bj 4o gidc r'oi sao?”

“Thyc su 1a to1 dang néi chuyén day.”

“That 1a. May dwng ¢6 lam tao ngac nhién dén thé ch.”

“V1 to1 chot nghi, n€u la ong thi c6 tro chuyén mot chut cing khong
sao. Ctr goi la tro dua nghich cudi cuing cta cudc doi toi di... La do dong
mau ngoc ngh&ch gy nén.”

Hai ngwoi sau d6 chuyén tro mot lic. Con Tanuki du rdt binh tinh,
nhung dudng nhu ¢6 lo 1dng vé mot diém. “L& tdi khdng ngon thi biét 1am
sao?”

Vi gido su dwa tay vO ngyc. “Dung lo. Tao bdo ddm sé lam may thanh



mot n'6i lau that ngon.”

“Hay lam ngon hét stirc ¢6 th€ nhé. B&i néu lam hdng mot n'6i 1au ky
cOng chuan bi, toi that sy ra't ti€c.”

“May qua 1a mot con Tanuki vi dai, nén chic chin in s& ra't ngon. Cit
an tam di.”

Khi nghe vi gido sw n6i th&’, con Tanuki gat dau véi vé hai long.

“Coi nhwr mén qua lwu niém trén dwong t&i cdi am, toi c6 the biét tén
ong dwoc khong?” Con Tanuki noi.

“Tao 1a Yadogawa Chotaro.”

Con Tanuki thd hit ra v&i vé hai long, roi 1dm bam. “Piing that 1
ong.”

“Oi, may c6 biét tao hay sao?”

“Ong da chim s6¢c mot ngwdi than cia téi ma.”

“Poi lai ¢6 the cho tao biét t€én may dwoc khong?”

Con Tanuki & trong 1'6ng won ngyc that cao, tao dang uy nghiém.

“T61 la Niseemon, Shimogamo Soichiro.”

Liic d6, cd gdi dang gdi dau 1én ném ng'di ma ngd mé mét ddy, cat
giong hoi gido sw: “Ai dd’y a?” Vi gido su gidt minh quay lai, dwa ngoén tay
1én moi “Suyt” mdt céi, nhwng khi 6ng quay nhin lai cai Idng, con Tanuki
nhw d3 in no bung v&i nim com, dot ngdt cuén minh lai, ngdy khod kho vo
tw Ir. Ong cam tha’y nhw minh vira bj 4o gidc.

“Bac Hotei, dung khong a?” C6 gdi cui tha’p dau.

“Dém nay ra't vui dwgc gép bac.”

“A, diing roi. C6 12 ngwdi ma Jurojin nhic d&n. Toi khong biét lai 1a

mot cd gdi.”



Co6 ta mim cwoi. “Toi 1a Benten.”

Benten dirng 1én, nhom vao cdi I'6ng bén canh vi gido sw, 1am bam. “N¢6
ngl ngon lanh qué nhi?” C6 A’y binh than nhin ngdm con Tanuki dang ng.
The roi, co thi tham. “Nguoi s€ bi ta an mat, that 1a diang thwong. Nhung
ta phai an ngwoi thoi.”

Con Tanuki uy phong 1am liét, tirc ngwdi cha Shimogamo Soichiro ctia
t6i van ngt kho kho, cho d&n liic roi vao bung ho ciing khong mé mét ra

[an nura.
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Mat tring troi qua bau troi, dém da veé khuya.

Vi gido sw bat cwoi. “Mot cau chuyén ky la nhw vay, cdu khong tin dau
phai khong?”

“Tin ch.” T6i noi.

“Vay thi that dang mung. Vi c4u 13 bang hiru nén t6i méi k€ra day.”

“Chung ta d&m nay m&i gdp nhau thoi ma.”

“To6i cdm thd’y nhw c6 duyén gidp g& vdi cAu. Di ngu nhién gdp nhau
cliing la c¢6 duyén tién dinh. Vi Ian trung phung nay hdy can chén nao, can
chén!”

“M0ot gido sw dai hoc ma gitra d€m khuya udng reou & mot noi thé
nay, liéu c6 on khong?”

“Chging sao ca dau. La do dong mau ngdc nghé&ch gay nén ma.”

Vi gido sw cuoi. “Nay, cdu a, trang dém nay that 1a tron nhi!”

Anh em chiing t6i mdi I4n gy ra chuyén gi phién phirc, lai cwoi ma



n6i “La do dong méau ngdc nghéch gay nén”. Khi vi gido sw thot 1én nhirng
te ngte d6, Ong ta trong twong d6ng voi bong hinh cda cha dén ky di. Ké
thu ddng cam han da an thit cha toi, tai sao lai khi€n t61 thd'y than thwong
nhw vay? Tw ddi canh tay to 1on 16ng 14 kia cling ¢6 mui giéng nhw cha toi.

Vi gido sw ngdp may cdi, dwa tay dui mit. “Dén tieng tré con khéc
cling khong thing ndi con budn ngi.” Ong néi. “Co Benten chic s& khong
quay lai diu, nén ching ta Tdn dwong xuéng thoi. That 1a thwong nhé céi
girong qua roi.”

bi xuéng ciing khG cye phi thwong. Khi ching t6i dang bdi rdi gitra
chung thi nhin thd'y moét céi thang dai. Tw d6 c6 th€ xuéng dwoc dwong
Gokomachi. Trong thanh phd khong thé ty nhién moc 1én mdt cdi thang
duwgc. That 1a vira vin, ding thoi di€m dén mac ky qudi. T6i quay nhin
vao béng t61 gitra cic tda nha, cdt ti€ng hoi: “Kaisei, la cd sao?”

“Mau veé nha ngt di, tén ngdc.” Tw trong bong t6i Kaisei dap l1oi. “Lan
t&i toi khong gidp anh nira dau.”

“Céam on nhé.”

Khi t6i dang c& nhin da'u tich ctia vi hon thé minh chwa ting thdy bong
dang do6, vi gido sw di tredre t6i mot chit lai quay dau goi toi. “Nay, dwong
Teramachi & phia nay chix.”

Ching t6i ra d&n dwong Teramachi dang chim trong tinh lang, réi toi
chia tay vi gido sw & dwong Kawaramachi. Vi gido sw vira 1én taxi vira bao
t6i nhat dinh phai d&n phong nghién citu choi. Ong ta luc loi loan 1én trong
cap mot h'6i d€' tim danh thi€p, nhwng tim mai khong ra. Cudi cung chi tim
tha'y mot tAm nhin kha tham hai sét lai & dwdi ddy cdp, nhwng vi gido sw
cam ca hai tay dwa ra cho t6i voi vé rat lich sw. Trén danh thi€p c6 ghi:

“Ti€n s ndng hoc Yadogawa Chotaro”.



“Vay to1 vé day. Hen gap lai nhé.”
Thé r6i tdéi dirng trén dwong Kawaramachi, nhin theo cho dén khi

chiéc taxi ché vi gido sw bi€n ma't vao phd dém.
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T6i biang qua ciu lon Shijo, di b trén con phd dém vé hwdng chua
Rokudo Chinno.

Vira bude di toi vira suy ngdm chuyén vé gido sw Yadogawa, va cd
chuyén vé cha. Cha t6i li€u da c6 cam xtc gi khi bi€t dwo'c minh s€ bi vi an
nhéan cru mang me tdi in thit vay? N&u nghi rang lic d6 cha hin khong thé
vui vé dwore, thi cling 1a cdch nghi cia cd nhan t6i thoi. Cude néi chuyén
gira gido sw Yadogawa va cha toi, tai sao lai khi€n #6i thay hoai ni€ém dén

vay?

Cai gi€ng trong chua Rokudo Chinno chim trong bong dém day dac.

Lau 14m rdi t6i khong gip ngudi anh thit da héa thanh &ch roi xa gidi
Tanuki, gidu minh dwoi day gi€ng. Vao cai ngay cé qua nhi€u chuyén xay
ra th& nay, toi lai rfat mu6n gdp anh.

“Nay.” Du t6i cdt giong goi nhwng cling khong cé ti€ng tra loi. Toi
bién hinh thanh m6t con &€ch, nhay xudng dwdi gi€ng. Khi t6i cham xudng
ddy giéng lam nuwdce bin 1én tung tde, trong bong tdi vang 1én ti€ng anh thir
toi kéu 1én: “0Oéi!”

T6i tr dwdi nwde tho ddu 1én. “Anh a, 1a em day.”

“Qi chao, 12 Yasaburo w? Em vin con sdng diy 4? Anh da lo 1&ng 1m

day.”



“Em vAn con sdng khoe.”

Anh thit t6i thip mot mau nén. Pdy giéng sdng 1én. O trong gée ¢6 mot
hon ddo nhoé do dat bodi 1én, bay d6 dac nhw veong qudc mdt nguoi. Mot
con &ch nhd dang ngdi bét noi do, vay tay vé hwdng tdi dang troi ndi. Toi
boi d&n gan hon dao do, tréo 1én bo.

“Em cling cam tha’y mu6n rii bd thé gian d€' di lam &ch r6i sao?”

Anh thir toi thé dai. “Né&u hai dira con ctia minh déu hda thanh éch, me
s€ khoc ma't.”

“Em chi trd tam mot dém thoi.”

“Vay thi xin moi.”

Chiing t6i ng'di bén mép nudc. Vira ngdi canh anh vira ngdm nhin miit
nwde duedi gi€éng rung ddng, toi thuat lai chuyén ngay hom nay.

“That 1a mot ngay xdy ra nhi€u chuyén nhi?” Anh thi t6i néi. “Anh
cam phuc em daYy.”

“Nay, anh 01.”

“C6 chuyén gi th€’, Yasaburo?”

“Em cam thay ky la 18m. Tai sao em lai khong cam han bon ho chir?
Em lai cdm th@y thich vi gido sw kia... Benten da nd'u cha ching minh
trong n'0i lau réi an co’ ma, tai sao em lai yéu ¢6 &y co’ chir?”

“Em &, la do dong mau ngd'c nghé&ch giy nén d6.” Anh thi t6i bat cuoi.
“Hon ntra, ching ta 1a Tanuki. Thi thoang s€ bj an thit thoi. Con ngwoi an
Tanuki thi c6 gi sai trdi dau.”

“Anh that ding ngwong mo. Anh da gidc ngd ro6i.”

“Khong, that ra anh chi gid bd hi€u chuyén ma thoi. DAu sao anh ciing

chi la mdt con €ch ng6i day giéng.”



“Pa’y, anh lai trdnh né nwra r'éi.”

“Khong phai the” ddu. Anh van chwa tredng thanh ma.” Anh t6i trfAim
minh xudng nwdc thé ra bong béng. “Anh bay gio’ van thi thodng nghi vé
cha va khoc.”

Dot ngdt cam giac ¢6 ai d€n gan miéng gi€ng, anh thir t6i nhay 1én thoi
tit ngon nén. C6 ai d6 dang cii nhin xudng giéng, hoan toan yén ling. Toi
ghé sit ngwdi vao anh thir. “Lai ¢6 ai dén nho anh tw vAn ndi niém nira
sao?”

“Khong, 1a Benten daYy.”

Anh tht t6i n6i. “Co &y ching bao gio néi gi ca.”

Ching t6i ng'di canh nhau trong béng td1, ling tai nghe tiéig thd clia
Benten. Chfmg maYy chdc, mot giot nwd'c man chat roi xuéng, vo tan trén
mili toi.

“A 2, c6 &y lai khéc mot minh nira roi. Nude gi€ng s& héa min chat
mat.”

Hai con &ch dwéi ddy giéng ngang dau nhin 1én khoang troi hinh tron.
Benten van ch:flng néi gi, nhuwng nhitng giot nwdc mit min ding van 14 cha
ro’l xudng.

“Tai sao c0 &y lai kh6c? Cod &y budn chuyén gi chir?”

To6i Iam bam. “Hay 1a vi thd'y mat trang dep qua?”

Anh thit t6i nhin 1én nhitng giot nirdc méit dang roi xudng ma néi.

“Tré con ddi khi van khéc ma chang ¢én 1y do.”



Chuong ndm
Ngay cha ra di

011 can con s6ng trén doi, ching ta s€ khong thoat khoi nhitng Tan
phéi néi loi ly biét.

biéu d6 du la v&éi Con ngwei, Thién cau, hay Tanuki ciing déu nhw
nhau.

Co ra't nhiéu ki€u chia tay. C6 nhirng Tan chia tay bu'on rau, cé nhirng
Tan chia tay khi€n ching ta thdy mwng r& vui swong. C6 nhirng nguoi néi
101 chia tay rOn ra trong mot bira tiéc tién duwa hoanh trdng, cling c6 nhitng
ngudi ra di ma ching ¢6 ai d& néi 16 ly biét. C6 nhitng 151 chia tay kéo
dai, c6 nhitng 11 chia tay ngén ngti. Cling thwong hay c6 nhitng ngudi
twdng da ra di mai mai r'oi, ma lai ngeong ngdp dot ngdt quay tré lai.
Nguwoee lai, cling ¢6 nhirtng nguoi twdng nhw chi chia xa trong thoi gian
ngan, nhwng mai mai khong trd vé. Va con c6 mot I4n chia tay that sy duy
nhat ctia cudc dosi, s€ khong bao gior ¢6 th€ quay lai.

Lic to6i con 1a con Tanuki m&i sinh 1dm chdm di trong rong thiéng
Tadasu, cha da dén d€ tam biét tdi trong chdc lat. Cha tdi, Shimogamo
Soichiro, 1a mdt con Tanuki vi dai da thong nha't gidi Tanuki, nén vo cling
ban ron. Cha to6i van thwong roi di, néi 1oi tam biét véi vor con & lai doi
cho trong rirng. C6 nhirng T4n chia xa ra't ngin, cling ¢6 nhitng T4n rat dai
kéo d&€n ma’y tudn li€n. Vi cé hoan canh nhw th€’, nén vao mua dong no khi
biét rdng cha di héa thanh n'6i 14u Tanuki trong tiéc tit nién ma vinh biét
th&’ gi&i nay, anh em t6i dui ¢ ging nudt xudng ring d6 1a 1o biét ly thyc

st ctia cha, nhung ¢d hong van nhwe méic xwong.



Trude khi néi 1o chia ly véi thé” gidi nay, cha ching t6i da phan dong
mau vi dai ctia minh ra lam bdn giot.

Anh ¢4 toi chi k& thwa tinh thén trach nhiém cuaa cha toi, anh thi toi chi
k€& thwra tinh tinh thodi mai cua 6ng, em trai t6i chi k& thwa sy chan chat
ctia 6ng, con t6i chi k& thira sy ng6c nghéch. May anh em khac biét nhau
nhw thé” chi dwgc niu lai bdi tinh yéu sdu ddm hon bién 1én cia me tdi, va
s chia ly v&i cha t6i.

Mot st chia ly 16n ¢6 the khién nhitng nguwrdi con lai gén k&t véi nhau.
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Khi budc vao thang Muoi hai, hang cay bén dwong da trit 14.

Du ¢6 1a Tanuki di nira, mda dong & Kyoto cling van 1am ching toi
lanh todt tir mong ra khip ngudi. Khong dwoc ché giéu ching toi 1a “Co
14m 16ng ma kém cdi the” dau di’y nhé.

P& chay tron khdi cdi lanh ttr mdng lan ra khip ngudi, tdi ric vao mot
tiém ca phé doi dién voi dwong Shimogamo, git ga git gt mdt cach thoai
mai bén canh cdi 10 swdi to. Toi van dang bién hinh thanh mdt ga sinh vién
dai hoc nh&ch nhic nhu trude. Khi ¢ hitng, tdi mé mét nhin ngdm néng
troi mua dong chi€u qua khung ctra s rong 1ap kinh. Tt gior trd di khi
lanh s& cang lic cang khic nghiét, nhung tdi mung 12 gia dinh minh c6 thé
cung nhau d6n chao thang Mwoi hai & Kyoto than thudc.

Sau dém hoi dot Itra tién dwa Gozan trong dip Obon, tdi da roi khoi
Kyoto di lam an xa & Osaka. D6 1a bdi vi t6i da 1am Benten gian. Trong
thoi gian an than & Osaka, t6i thi thoang cling c6 vé Kyoto vai Tan, ciing

phdi mat dén ba thang chuyén nay méi gidm nhiét.



Vao cudi thang Mwoi mot, toi cing Benten di tim 14 dd & Arashiyama
vao lidc binh minh. Nghe theo 1&i cd Ay, tdi thu gom cd mdt bao day ap
nhirng 14 dé do Benten vira cd't cao ti€ng cwoi viea thoi cho roi rung. Sw
kién 14 d6 cua Arashiyama chi trong mdt d€m da roi hét, von la do Benten
gy ra. CO I€ tro choi khdm quy mo 1o d6 da gidp xua di ndi u budn cua
mua thu, khi€n tim tinh Benten tr& nén ra't 16t. Boi vdy ma t6i moi co thé’
roi khdi tiém mdy anh cli & Osaka ma minh da an ndu ba’y lau d€ tré veé
Kyoto.

Nhitng con Tanuki téi gip trén dwong déu hét 1o chiic tung, di dén
dau toi cling bi chdn vl trong nwdc mat hoan hi va nhitng b6 hoa, cdi tin
Ve su tré lai clia “Yasaburo trén chay” da lan truyén khip gi¢i Tanuki. Khi
toi d€n chao hdi 6ng chi Akegarasu & Teramachi, 6ng ta da néi “Vay ma
tao ct twdng may bi nd'u 1au dn thit mat roi. Ma hin trude sau gi ciing s&
thanh ra nhw thé thoi, cling Chglng sai biét gi 1dm.”

“Ong néi vay 1a t& 14m day.”

“Thoi chirng nao may con uéng rwou dwgc thi cir udng di. Hay tan
hwdng niém vui khi dang sdng.”

B&i vay tdi lai thodi mai ndm won ra nga.

Thé nhung khong phai ngay nao t6i cling chi ngt khong dau. To6i da
quy€t tam phai tim dwoc cai quat “Phong Than Lo6i Than” da bi that lac
trong dém hoi do't Itra tién dwa d€ trd lai cho Benten rdi. Vi vy mdi ngay
toi d€u lang thang & phia Tay ctia sdbng Kamogawa, luc 1oi trong nhirng can
nha bd hoang, chui vao nhirng bui ciy, lang vang & san trong cta dén
Goryo, dan than vao mot cudc tim ki€m Chéng hé thu duorce ti két qua gi.
Ngay hom 2y, t6i cling da phung phi ca ngay, nén phai ng6éi hop mot minh

xem lai k& hoach tac chi€n & trong tiém ca phé.



Khi t6i dang ling tai nghe nhitng Am thanh nho nhé vang 1én tir cdi 1o
swdi, thi ddt ngdt canh cira kinh dwoc kéo ra, mot dira bé trai véc nguoi
nhd nhén budc vao, trong giong hét nhrr cdu bé Komori trong doi thdm ti
nhi*. T6i ndu minh vao mot géc phong trai chi€u. Nhwng cdu bé dé da tim
tha’y t01 ngay, li€n vOi va chay lai gan.

“Anh 01.”

Em t6i n6i méu méo. “Anh gidp em voi.”

000

Anh em ching tdi da twng cung theo hoc sw phu Akadama. “Sw phu
Akadama” chi la biét danh, té€n that ciia sw phu lIa Nyoigadake Yakushibo.
Vi lung bi dau nén sw phu bi bon Thién cau Kurama dudi khodi ndi
Nyoigadake von 1a lanh dia ctia minh, cling bd cd cong viéc day dd dam
Tanuki, rdt vé nh6t minh trong chung cir Masugata & phia sau ph6” mua
sdm Demachi, héa thanh mdt con Thién cau toan cau nhau veé sy doi.

Duong nhién ndi ho1i ti€c clia sw phu 1a diéu t6i ¢6 the hi€u duworc.

Strc manh ngay xwa da tirng giip sw phu tung hoanh tw do tw tai trén
bau troi, bay gior da suy yéu dén mic chi c6 th€ bay 1a 1a vai centimét trén
mat chi€u tatami, di€u nay v&i dan thwong ciling 1a chuyén dai phic. Niang
lwe theo dudi cudc sdng yéu dwong cling dd ma't tir 1au, vi vy du duc vong
hw khong chaalng th€ thyc hién cia sw phu c6 ¢6 gri d€n cho Benten mdt
mdi tinh gia di nira, thi Benten yéu ddu ciing khong thém t&i gan. Dén
tham viéng sw phu chi ¢6 14 Tanuki ngdc nghéch va dam ngwoi di truyén
dao ma théi. Piéu nay khong dang hoi ti€c thi con gi mdi dang hoi tiéc

day? Vi sy ba't lwc cia minh nén sw phu lic nao ciing gian dw, con bao cua
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st kiéu hanh da mat di nén tang cia sw phu tha h'é6 kéu mwa goi gié trong
cdn phong bdn chi€u rwoi chat hep.

T6i cling c6 nhing tay gdy nén bi kich sa nga cta sw phu Akadama, nén
cam tha’y ban than minh c6 trach nhiém. B&i vy t6i m&i & bén canh cham
soc sw phu, nhwng chéng c6 gidng loai nao khé cham séc hon “Thién cau
sa ngd” ca. Chuyén trdn t&i Osaka ciing 1a cdi c& rat tot d€ rld bd trach
nhiém. Khi nho’ cdy em minh ti€p tuc cong viéc con lai, néu bao t6i khong
hé nghi t&i chuyén ctir nhw the” dan dun day hét cho né thi s€ 1a néi doi.

Tuy nhién sy ich ky cta suw phu that 1a vieg't qua khd ndng cta em trai
toi.

Toi cing em trai ra khéi ti€m ca phé, bang qua cau Izumoji. Ching t6i
budc doc theo bo song Kamogawa dang thoi gié lanh, dira em trai dang
yéu clia tdi than van vé chuyén sw phu khong chiu di tdm.

Sw phu Akadama cyc ky ghét tam.

N&u hoi ghét d&n mirc ndo, thi 1a ghét d&n ndi trong nha von cé mot cdi
bon tim ban thiu nhung su phu cling ty minh pha hdng d&€ khong phai st
dung dén lan th hai. D&n nhirng con Tanuki sdng trong rirng Shimogamo
cling d€'y d&n chuyén dwong 16ng khi 16ng bi ché ngon, con sw phu thi dé€n
chuyén 18y khan wdt lau minh cling ghét. Sw phu chi xit nwéc hoa yéu
thich 1én ¢0 1a da tinh nhw ru6i roéi. Du ¢6 moi moc “sw phu di dén nha
tdm cdng cdng khong a”, ong ciing s& cau nhau vién c&, ndo 1a thoi tiét
X4, ndo 12 mdng bj ngira, ndo 1 lung dau. N&u khiing khing bit ép su phu
di, thi s€ bi ném ma’y con daruma nang trich vao nguwoi.

Trong lic em t6i khoanh tay bat lyc, trong can hd cia sw phu da day
1én mot cai mui n'dng ndc nhw cé thir gi dang phan hiy. Khi sy the thanh ra

nhu th&’, st phu lai cang hing xit nwéc hoa khip noi, chi ¢an ngdi trong



phong 13 nirdc mit da chdy rong rong khong thé dirng lai dwoc. Khong the
tri hoan dwoc ntra, phdi mot Ian quyét chién voi sw phu thoi. Tw trede dén
gior t6i dd maYy Tan ho tdng swr phu d&n nha tim céng cong roi, nhung van
can phai chuan bj tinh than khong ngai ngan 16ng rung mau chay.

Em trai di b bén canh t61, m€u mao. “Anh o1, em thit 1a chaamg giap gi
duwoc ca. Pén tai ning dua sw phu di tim em ciing khong ¢6...”

“Pwng khéc nira, Yashiro. Tai nang ki€u d6 ciing 1a thi vo dung thoi.
Em nén danh tAm tri hoc tdp nhirng thir khac thi hon.”

“Sw phu s€ thoi gié 16¢ Thién cau do.”

“Ha!? S phu van con stre lyc 1am chuyén do w?”

“Tai vi thé’ ma téc em bi thoi loan xa ca 1én. Cir thé nay em sé€ thanh ra
thing téc xil mat.”

“V&i mot dira tré dang yéu nhu thé nay ma lai phd trwong siec manh
nho nhoi con lai, sw phuy that khong dang mét Thién cau! Anh s€ ném sw
phu danh im vao nwdc néng cho xem.”

“Nhung anh o1, anh khong dwoc bit nat sw phu qua dau day.”

“Anh bi€t r'oi.”

T6i nhe nhang vd vO vao d4u em trai. “Anh chi néi thé” thoi.”

Thé r'éi chiing t6i d&n khu phd mua sim Demachi tAp nap ngudi di lai,
ré vao mot con ngo.

To6i budc 1én cau thang, g6 cra, xung danh “Yasaburo day a”. Khi toi
vira budrc chan vao phong, mot man swong ndong nic mui nwdc hoa da xde
thdng vao mii ching tdi. Nudec mét tudn trao, em tdi hing hing ho, cdi
dudi lai tho ra. “Nay, dudi kia! Pudi kia!” Toi noéi, em trai td1 1i€n hit hoi

“Um!” nhung cdi dudi mém mai van ctr tho ra, cai mong cling ngo ngudy.



T6i ré 167 qua nhirng hop com Shokado chdt cao nhw ndi cung voi
nhtrng chai reou vang ngot Akadama, ti€n vao trong cdn phong bon chi€u
rwdi, s phy Akadama ng'di x&p bang gitra 4nh ning chi€u vao tir khung
ctra s0. Sw phu dang khodc mdt chi€c haori* ¢4 16t bong bén trong, dung
binh phun swong xit nwde cho cdi cdy xwong rong trén ban viét.

To6i bat quat thong gié 1én, m& cira sO cho khong khi lanh tran vao, sw
phu van khong ngang d4u 1én ma chi cau ¢6 néi. “Yasaburo da’y a? T sau
dém hoi do't Itra dura tién, chglng thd’y bong dang may dau ca, lai choi boi &
dau ddy a? Cdi thang, d&n 1& nghi v&i sw phu cling quén mat. Trong dau
chi toan chuyén choi boi thoi.”

“Con ¢6 di choi boi gi d4u, nhwng cling xin ta 16i vi d 1au vy ma con
khong t&i thaim nom sw phy.”

“Chaalng can may tham nom. Tao thdy nhe ca nguoi day nay.”

“Sw phu lai néi thé r'oi. Néu nguoi thad'y ¢6 don thi cir bao 1a c6 don
di.”

“D6ngdc!”
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Sau khi bit dau cudc d6i thoai bing nhitng 1&i chi chée Yy, ching toi
chuyén chii d& vé chuyén “di tim”. Cudc chién khong ich loi gi d6 kéo dai
sudt mdt ti€ng dong h'6. Toi dung miéng lwdi déo queo ma chi trich thoi
an do & ban cua d6i phwong, sw phu thi n6i con thinh nd vira théi gié via
cao giong cai cun, em trai t61 vi s¢* hdi ma trdn vao trong géc nha bép.
Trong ldc chiing t6i ti€p tuc nhw vay, bén ngoai ctra sO troi da t6i dén, tré

nén cang lanh l€o.
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“Tai sao mot ngwoi nhw tao ma lai phai di cting 14 Tanuki ching may
t&i phong tdm chir ha!” Sw phu trén ndi gan xanh, hét 1én. “Chang ra thé
thong gi!”

“Sw phu ghét di ciing v&i bon con chir gi. Ra 1a thé¢”a. Thé néu di ciing
Benten thi sao?”

“Chging can phai n6éi. Pwong nhién la tao s€ trong dgi chuyén dé!”

“Cai con Thién cau bi€n thai nay. N&u vay thi d€ con bi€n hinh thanh
c6 Benten nhé. Cong mém ha’p dan diy nay!”

“May ctr lam thir di ma xem, tao danh chét may ngay!”

“Con da thir lam tit cd nhirng gi con ¢6 th€ lam r'6i, cdi 1ao gia cing
dau nay!”

Sw phu ndi gidn phing phirng ném céi 4o 16t bdng qua mot bén, chéng
dau g&i ding day, chia mit vé phia toi. Gitra vét ning dd ruc chiéu qua
can phong bdn chi€u reoi bdn bé d6 dac, gwong mat sw phu cau c6 kho
s&. Nhitng soii 16ng may bac tring dua nhau dung ngwoc 1én, méit ong 1de
loe sang. “Cam miéng!” Sw phu gam 1é€n nhw thd dw. “Néu mudn, tao cd
th& thdi bay may thir nhwr chiing may bang gi6 16¢ Thién cau!”

“Vay thi ct toi day!”

T6i rit lui vEé phia tred'c b'on rira, héa than thanh mot con bo den 1on.
D6 1a chuan bj d€ du sw phu ¢6 théi gid 1on ¢& nao, tdi cling khong bi thoi
bay di ma't. Em trai t6i da mét 1op bi€n hinh, tré thanh nhd xiu, v6i va lan
dén bam chadt vao chén sau cua t6i. Khi nghe sw phu gam lén mot ti€ng
“Hay a!”, tdi ghim chiit bon chan, mit nhim nghién. Ching toi sip bi gi6
16c Thién cau dit doi tAn cong truc dién. Chdc long sé bi thdi bay hét mat,

sé dau ldm day. Bay gior, né sé dén ngay bay gior thoi! Liic nay, la lic nay



sao? T6i da chuan bi tinh than nhw vy, nhung mai chealng c6 gi xay dén.

MGt con gi6 nhe nhang nhw gi6 xuln chot vudt ve qua ma toi.

Tdi hé mét ra, tha’y su phu vin khuynh dau g&i & d6, nhin chim chim
mot géc phong bon chiéu rwdi. Bui bim bay vong vong khip noi. Toi va
em trai khong néi dwgc 1o nao, cir dirng d6 nhin. Nhirng cudn gidy vé sinh
lin tron x& tung, nhirng dai gid’y mau tring ndi ti€p nhau v& nén dwong
xo04n ¢ bay Ién tran nha. D nhin ¢6 vé ra't vui mét nhung lai vo hai. Sy
gian dir cua suw phu r6t cudc chi c6 the gay chit ndo loan trong can phong
bdn chi€u redi ma thoi.

Gidy vé sinh bj thoi bay x0 tung ra, bén sw phu cling ngdp trong gidy
tring. Sw phu bi chdn gitra d6ng gid'y, hai vai budng thdng. Chot sw phu
hit hoi, viron tay xé 18y mot dai gid’y roi xudng trén mit chigu tatami. Sw
phu gaPp lai né can than. R'6i ng'6i thaamg leng xit mii khut khit.

To6i van dang trong hinh dang bo den, dirng ling ting & bén bon rira.
Cudc chi€n mau Ira Ién cao lic nay lai c6 két cuc 1ang nhach thé nay, lam
t0i cam thay that xau ho. Sw phu cé 1€ dang che gidu sy ngwong ngap ma
ti€p tuc khit mili, t6i d€ do then cling kéu 1én “um bo um bo”. Pra em rdm
16ng cda t6i dang ngo ngudy & mdt géc phong bdn chi€u rwai, bi chon vui
gitra ddm gid’y vé sinh c6 hwong thom dé& chju, ngti khit khit.

“Yasaburo, may choi boi gi & cdi chd d6 the?”

Sau khi da khit mdi, sw phu quay mét nhin ra hwedng ctra s6 dang tdi
déan. “Pung ¢ um bo um bo ntra.”

“Sw phu, khi tirc gian thi md hoi sé chdy ra ding khong a?”

N

“Um ”9

“Vay thi thoang di tim ciing t6t ding khong a?”



~

“Um.”

Cud1 cung su phu cling dong y di ra ngoai.

Quanh khu vire nay khong c6 nha tim cong cdng, nén mdi khi din sw
phu Akadama di, chiing toi phai theo dworng Teramachi d&n modt nha tim
cong cong & phia Bic dén Goryo. Su phu khong ty minh di dwoc quang
duong dai ding dic d6. B&i vay tdi budc phai muwon cii xe kéo tw dong
cung v&i ngwoi phu xe gia clia anh ca.

Khi em trai toi ding dién thoai di ddng d€ lién lac v&i anh ca, thi c6 vé
nhw anh dang ciing me ra ngoai, dén tiém bi da phia ddu Tay cha cau lén
Kamo. Hinh nhw vi tinh todn mwu d6 chinh tri sudt nhi€u ngay li€n ma
anh ca to6i ¢6 vé ra't khd s&, nén me t6i mdi din anh ra ngoai tiéu khién.
Anh ca khi nghe mdy c6 vé kha bat man khi [an nao cling phai dung cai xe
kéo ty dong quan trong ma cha d€ lai d€ dwa d6n mdt 6ng gia phién phirc,
nhung anh cé ciling tieng 1a mén d6 cua sw phu Akadama. Nguwoi coi trong
nhan nghia nhw anh khong thé tir chdi cho mwon cdi xe kéo dworc.

Chrfmg ma’y chd'c anh ca da dé&n trong bd dang ciu thi€u gia tré tudi, do
cdi xe kéo phia trerd'c chung ce Masugata.

Khi anh ca leo xudng xe v&i vé mat cau cd, sw phu Akadama tréo 1én
thé& vao vi tri. T6i va em trai dung hét sirc Iyc day cdi mong d6 1én, &n sw
phu vao gh€&’. “Sw phu, da lau khong gap.” Khi anh ca t6i cui dau kinh can,
sir phu Akadama khoanh tay phia triedre cdi 4o 16t vai bong, 1am bam “Lanh
qué di maAt” roi nhin anh chim cham.

“Yaichiro nay.”

“Vang, thra s phuy.”

“May dang nghi la sw phu rd't phién phirc chir gi?”



“Hoan toan khong c6 chuyén d6 a.”

“No6i that long di.”

“Con dang n6i ra't that long that da da'y a.”

Sw phu hir mlii mot ti€ng, r'oi trén mat hién 1én nu cwoi. “Sao cling

dworc.” Sw phu néi. “Mau di thoi, con [€ me céi gi.”

000

Chiéc xe kéo loc coc lan banh ra dwong Teramachi, di vé phia Bic. Trén
bau troi mua dong, nhirng ddm may kéo dai nhw s¢i bong, nhudm trong
sic hong nhat. Pi theo hang rao dai xung quanh ngdi chia, ché’ing may
chd’c ching t6i da thd'y mot 6ng khéi mau xdm ddm 1én béau troi. Khi dén
gan nha tim coéng cong, st phu Akadama ngo ngudy khong dit trén xe
kéo, néi: “That phién toai qua, that phién toai.”

Sw phu ha't tAm rém, ¢ vé dinh di vao phong tdm cho nit, nhwng ching
t6i may mén chdp lai dwoec kéo sw phu sang chd thay d6 cho nam. Du d3
dén tan day, sw phu Akadama hé€t nhin lén cai ti vi treo phia trén thong bao
truy na cung td khéa chira @0, lai ng'6i xu6ng gh& mat xa, hay giam minh
trong bu'dng vé sinh. Chiing toi hét strc dd danh, cudi cing sw phu ciing
day cdi ctra kéo ra ma budc vao trong ludng hoi nwde, téi va anh ca ldc dé
mét ba ngwoi. Thady doan chiing tdi kéo bay di hd tong, nhirng vi khach
dén trede dang ngdm trong nwéc néng nhin ching téi chim cham.

To6i, anh céd va sw phu Akadama ng6i thanh mot hang dai. Em trai t6i
thd'y moi thi méi la, vira thd cdi méng bdng bénh trong bon nwdc nong,
lai chay vao phong xdng hoi, cudi cling thi thod chan vao trong b€ tim lanh

roi kéu Ién oai odi. “M&y anh o1, cdi bdn tdm nay lanh ngat luén!”



“Yashiro, cdi d6 vén 12 b& tim nwde lanh ma.”

Trai ngwoc voi dira em trai ddy phan khédi cda toi, sw phu van cau cé
quau quo.

“Vi ly gi ma tao phdi vao phong tim ciing v&i 1ii banh ram 16ng ching
may co’ chr?”

“Bon con dang hda thanh ngwoi ma, sw phu can gi phai lo chuyén 16ng
toc bon con rung ra dau.”

Anh cé t6i vira hét stiec hoat ddng do6i tay vira néi. Sw phu thdy viéc
danh xa bong cho ra bot qua phién phirc, nén Iénh cho anh t6i danh bot
gium.

“Du sao tao ciing mudn dwoc Benten cha Iwng cho co.” Sw phu doi héi
vd 1y. “Tao mudn ciing Benten vao bdn tim. A a, tao mudn cling Benten
vao bon tim qud di mat!”

Anh ca vwra trét xa bong 1én tA'm lwng giy gudc cha sw phu, vira crong
quyét néi. “Sw phu! Nguwoi lai pho bay nhirng duc vong khéng lanh manh
d6 réi! Xin ngwoi hay cd gitr gin th€ dién mot chat.”

“Lam dé tr ctia sw phu that khon kho.”

T6i than van. “Ma du sw phu cé cung cd Benten toi diy di ntra, thi
ngudi cling c6 vao phong tdm cho nit dwroc dau.”

“On 20.”

St phu vung vay cdi khin tdm, tat vio miit tdi mot ti€ng ddnh chat.
Thuc sy la ra't dau.

“Yasaburo. May d6, ma’y ngay tredrc da cing Benten dé€n Cau lac bd
ngay thir Sdu ding khong? Tao thdy hinh nhv may c6 duyén gdp go con bé

hoi nhiéu qua roi1 dady. Chaalng € cuc banh 16ng nhw may lai 6m ap tinh



cam gi d6 v&i Benten hay sao?”

“Hoan toan khong. Tanuki ma yéu Con nguwoi thi ¢é ich gi co chir? Mot
tinh y€u trdi dao ly sao?”

“May thi c¢6 coi luat 1& cta gi¢i Tanuki ra gi dau. Cdi thang dau 6c
quanh co nhw may dang mwu tinh gi, ¢6 troi moi biét.”

“Sw phu lai mc miru may chuyén ky dj roi.”

“Tao chaalng phdi n6i th& nay vi lo ling cho may diu, nhwng néu may
chi coi con bé nhw mdt cd gdi loai nguei thong thwong thi may s€ bj an thit
dd’y. Chi can con bé dan than thém chit nwra, khong di chéch khoi ma dao,
n6 sé€ tré thanh mot con Thién cau tuyét voi. Mot ldc nao dé con bé s€ nd'i
got tao, tré thanh Nyoigadake Yakushibo doi thir hai.”

Sau khi da lau ria xong, ching to6i budc vio bon tim nudc néng, lor
dang nhin 1én tran nha. Mdi nha ky di nhudém mau xanh 14 cay, ¢ trung tdm
c6 mot cira s& hdm vao. Anh sang diu diu roi xudng, chi€u sang 1op hoi
nwde day dic.

Vi ghét ban don tu ter cudi ha sang dau déng da roi di hét, sw phu
Akadama c6 vé rat sang khodi. Vira ngim minh trong bdn tim séng siéu
am ndi bong béng 16p bop, st phu vira vui vé néi: “Né&u la Benten thi chic
s€ doa dwore ddm Thién cau Kurama phién todi d6 s¢ chét khi€p.” Mit sw
phu trong ra't sung swong.

“Cha cua bon con ciing ting tréu gheo dam Thién cau Kurama ma
nhi?” Anh ca t6i noi.

“Soichiro ha? U cling ¢6 chuyén nhw vay...”

Sw phu vira ngdm minh thw gidn trong nuéc néng, vira ngdm nhin dnh

sang lot qua ctra sO cua nha tam cong cong. “Y qua la mdt con Tanuki xua't



sdc.” Ong noi.
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bay 1a chuyén xay ra tw xwa roi.

Cha t6i sau khi tranh dd'u v&i em trai Ebisugawa Soun vi cdi ghé thdng
linh gi¢i Tanuki, da gianh dworc chién thing va mang danh hiéu Niseemon.
Tw d6 tré di, cho dén khi 6ng roi vao tay may nguoi hau an & Cau lac bd
ngay thir Sdu ma héa thanh n'6i 1au Tanuki, cha t6i vin ngdi & vi tri thong
linh gi¢i Tanuki & Kyoto. Pinh cao cua thoi dai kéo dai ryc r& huy hoang
do6 1a “sy ki€n nuii Nyoigadake gia”. Mot con Tanuki lai ¢6 thé€ choi kham
Thién cau mot vd vang doi nhu thé’, ding 1a chuyén xwa nay chwa ting co.

Ngu6n con cta sy ki€n nay la vy cdi va giwa s phu Akadama va Thién
cau Kurama.

Thién cau 1a gi6éng loai wa tranh cai, nén rat hi€m khi t& t&" dwgc voi
nhau. Pic biét quan hé gitra s phu Akadama va Thién cau Kurama lai nhw
ché v&i méo. Ngai Kinkobo & nii Iwaya v&i tinh cdch 6n hoa da cd” ging
hét strc d€ giang hoa, nhung hdu nhwr khong dat dwoe két qua gi. C6 mdt
nim kia, vio mdt Tan d&n dy cudc hop mit dién ra & ndi Atago, su phu
Akadama da ché giéu bon Thién cali Kurama lic 4y dang mic di bd vét ba
manh* x&p hang quanh ban ti€c la “ching may hoéa trang thanh qua thong
da’y a?” nén tranh cai no ra. Pai héi ma't bao cdng sirc d€ t6 chirc da hoa
thanh dai chi€n gié 16¢c Thién cau gitra phe nii Kurama va phe ndi
Nyoigadake, nén chealng nhitng khong trau d'6i dworc tinh bang hiru, ma con
lam thu odn cang thém sau ddm. Ca dam Thién cau Kurama va su phu

Akadama déu bi ngai Atago Tarobo ming cho mot tran.
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Ngay hom sau, bon Thién cau Kurama van con 6m hin vé vu xich mich
no, cdy dong nén da xam nhap vao nui Nyoigadake, bay ra “Pai hoi ch€’
giéu Yakushibo” su6t ma’y ngay lién ti€p khién sw phu Akadama khd sé.
Bon chiing bat k€ dém ngay déu uéng rwou, hat vo s6 nhirng bai ca voi lovi
1€ nhuc ma sw phu Akadama. Sw phu Akadama vi khong thodi mai nén ma't
ngd, quén mat ca chuyén dang dirng trén buc gidng ma c nghién rang keén
ket, anh ca t6i khé ma nghe gidng dwge, con anh thi thi chudn khoi trrong
dén Shinkyogoku xem phim.

C6 mdt ngwoi khdong the khoanh tay dirng nhin sy kho' sé& cua sw phu
Akadama, chinh 1a cha t6i. V&i mot y twdng vi dai, cha téi hda than thanh
chinh ngon nudi Nyoigadake. P6 la ly do cta cai tén “Sy kién nui
Nyoigadake gia”.

Bon Thién cau Kurama bi du vao ngon ndi Nyoigadake gia gidng hét
nhw thit, khong hé nghi ngo gi, ti€p tuc tiéc tung. Nhung chzamg bao lau
chiing m&i nhén ra khi mudn vé thi khong th€ roi khdi nidi dwgre. Khi bon
chiing vira dinh c&t canh bay 1én thi ciy ¢61 moc day dac da két thanh tan
can dwong. DAu ching ¢6 dinh di bd xudng ndi cling vdy, ct 1ong vong
sudt & cing mot chd. Hon niva trong ldc di 1ong vong chiing lai bi tin cong
b&i bao nhiéu diéu qudi di. Tw trén bong ciy rot xudng khong biét bao
nhi€u la daruma, mdt ban nhac ga nhdy muia mang tén “Ga Hoa L§”, con
voi tring khdng I'6 hién ra gitra I1&p swong mi bao boc cdy c&i. Bon chiing
roi vao trang thai hodng loan, chay long vong trong nii Nyoigadake gid.
Mot tudn sau, khi da rovi vao trang thdi tham hai te tua khong khac gi da
nhan, ching pht phuc xudng tredec s phu Akadama xin 16i.

Cudc chién gitra sw phu Akadama va Thién cau ndi Kurama da tam

thoi két thic nhw thé” day.



Nhung vi da lam moét viée to 1on ca doi chi ¢c6 mdt Ian 1a hda than
thanh “nti” hon mot tuan lién, cha to1 cling kiét lwc. Sau d6 gan mot thang
troi, 6ng nga vui trong ring thiéng Tadasu. Sw phu Akadama, von khong
nhin Tanuki bang nira con mét, ciing mang mot hop banh d&n thim. Ngay
do t6i con nién thi€u, chi 1a cuc banh 16ng nhé xfu lan 1an trén 14 kho long
vong quanh cha, suyt nira bi sw phu gidm phai.

“Phé phon nga nghé ma sdng, doi lam Tanuki cling thit thoai mai
nhi?”

Cau dau tién s phu Akadama noi la nhu the'.

Cha t6i ndm trong cdi & lam bang 14 kho, bat cudi: “Toi dd 1am mot
viéc ngdc nghéch &y ma. Du rat vui vé, nhuwng da hoi hwng phan qua
muc.”

“Phai biét ti€t ch& di. Nh¢ git gin stre khde day.”

“Xin da ta sy quan tdm ctia ngai.”

Chéc han su phu Akadama thyc long mu6n cam ta. Vi cha t6i ciing da
bi€t rd di€u do, nén d€ gitr mat mii cho sw phy, 6ng khong néi du chi mot

cau c6 vé khoe khoang o'n nghia, vé& chuyén minh da xen vao gitp do.
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Du sw phu Akadama ghét phong tdm, nhung khi da vao roi thi tim rat 1au.
“Bay gi¢ sip vé dwoc chwra a?” Khi tdi hodi vay, su phu lai ndi cdu:

“May "am T bit tao di d&n nha tim co ma, khong d€ tao thong tha rira rdy

dworc sao!?” Nhung dira em mai choi clia téi di bit dau th'y chodng vang,

thé phi pho, c6 vé dudi sip toi ra trirdrc miit thién ha d&n noi, nén to6i nhor



anh ca chim séc s phu r'di dit em trai toi thodi lui ra phong thay d.
Chung toi ng'6i trén gh€ may, vira xem ti vi vira uéng stra ca phé.
“Ngot that day.”

“I}, ngot that.”

“Anh o1, ca phé hay stra bo d€u khong ngon lanh gi, nhwng tai sao stra
ca phé lai ngon dén the™?”

“La do tdc dung twong hd day.”

“T4c-dung-trong-ho 1a sao?”

“La nhitng cudc gap go dinh mé&nh. Khi da hop nhau thi cai gi cling tré
thanh ngon lanh.”

Em trai toi tha'u hi€u siu sic, tiép tuc udng cdc sira ca phé.

“Du sw phu cam ram thé th6i, nhwng that 1ong ngwoi ra't thich anh
day.”

“Ha ha. Anh biét thwra chuyén &y tw 14u r'6i.”

“Anh ciing rat thich sw phu ma nhi?”

“Nay, dwng cé néi cho ai bi€t dd’y. Chuyén lién quan dén th€ dién cia
anh ma.”

“Lidc anh bd di toi Osaka, sw phu lic nao cling hdi chuyén anh. Nao la

Yasaburo dao nay sao ro6i? Nao la n6 da bi Benten an thit chwa?”

“Nghe vay anh mirng 1dm.”

T6i va em trai cir thong thd ng'6i choi nhw vdy. Em t6i ¢ 1€n mot ti€ng
nho nho.

Trudc diy, ngwoi anh thir hda thanh €ch giam minh dwdi giéng cua toi
hinh nhv da néi: “Em c¢é nhé nhitng loi cudi cling nghe dwoce twr cha

khong?” Anh thit t6i d@m minh trong nudc dudi ddy gieng, da ra't hoi tiec



vi khong nh¢ dwore nhieng 1o &y.

Ngay hom do6, téi da lam gi nhi...?

To6i hdi twedng lai chuyén xay ra trong buoi sing mua dong .

To6i theo sau cha t6i roii khéi rieng thiéng Tadasu budi som, dé€n dong
sudi nhd. Cha t6i khit khit mii, nén tdi cling ng&i ngkri mui cia noi aYy.
Mui hwong bao quanh khu rirng da thay doi. 6 1a hwong vi ctia muia dong
dang lan tran moi ngéc ngach ciia Kyoto. Cha va t6i vwa khut khit via
budc thong tha quanh dong sudi nhd khong mdt bong nguoi. D6 1a budi
sdng cudi cung cua cha.

La mot ngay cheamg c6 gi khac so v&i moi ngay.

Cha dét theo anh c4 ra ngoai, anh thit mai mé choi tro héa lam daruma
r'oi ra ngoai di dau d6 nhw moi khi, em tdi lam nling v&i me, con toi thi dén
chd s phu Akadama hoc hanh. Du da dwgc din do 1a hom nay Cau lac b
ngay thir Sdu lam tiéc tat nién nén chiing t6i phai ra't can trong, nhwng toi
hoan toan chzatng cam thay s¢ hai gi. Pén khi mat troi 1dn, anh ca t6i von
da di theo cha lai quay vé mdt minh, nhwng cung chaamg ai cam th@y ba't an.
Sau khi thu x&p xong cong viéc & Gion, cha t6i da néi “Cha cé mot cudc
hen quan trong” r'6i chia tay v&i anh ca. Cha la tho'ng linh cua gi¢i Tanuki,
chuyén cha c6 viéc gdp ma khong th€ vé nha dwoc 1a sy nhw com bira roi.
Chéng bao 1au khi dém @@ muodn anh th ciing tré vé rieng thiéng Tadasu.
Anh tht hinh nhw da di dau d6 choii, hoan toan say xin. Chaamg d& mét dén
101 thuy@t gido clia anh ¢4, anh th t0i cudi ha ha nhe Hotei, ching may
chd'c da ngli guc mat gitra lic dang bi day do. Me cling 6m em tdi di ngn.

Nhung t6i nhd minh da khong ngt dwore, nén tan b ra khdi canh ring.

Ra d&n con dwong 1én thim dén, tdi lo ddng ngdm nhin 4nh dén sdng &

dén tho Shimogamo. Chang m&y chdc anh cd t6i ciing déin ma néi “Mau



vao ngu di”. Thay t6i ch?ing thém nghe 1o anh néi va ti€p tuc ng'6i do, anh
ca cling chéng ndéi gi ma ng'di xudng bén canh tdi. Cr nhw thé t6i va anh ca
cling nhau ngidm nhin 4nh sdng &m 4p bén trong dwong 1én thim dén,
nhwng t6i chgng nh¢ minh da cdm thay bung da bdt an gi ca. Toéi da hoan
toan thodi méi. Lic d6 minh c6é nghi vé cha hay khong, toi cling chfmg co
ky ke gi nira.

Pém do, cha t6i da khong tro veé.
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Céi quat 16m treo trén twong van thdi ra tirng dot gid, toi va em tOi cling
nhau xem ti vi, ddt ngét tor phia ctra quay ra dwong Kuramaguchi vang
ti€ng on a0, cung v&i d6 mdt ddm nguoi to 1om bwrorc vao.

biéu ky quac 1a bon ho ai ndy déu cd gwong mat nhw nhau, cting thap
ngwoi map map bung I'6i ra, chi méc kh6” fundoshi* cung 4o happi* mau
tring. Ching t6i nghe thd’y ba c6 & quiay tinh tién kéu 1én oai odi, bon ho
thi ct ndi tiép nhau ch'dong tién tdm 1én ban roi chui vao trong phong thay
d6. C& nhe mdt tdp doan banh mochi dwoe san xuid't hang loat trén day
chuyén vay. Mot doan nguwoi 1on nhw vdy ma chi ¢6 ti€ng thé phi pho,
khong ai néi loi nao. Cam tha’y di thwong, nhirng vi khach dén tredc dang
lau nguwoi trong phong thay d6 cling voi vang méic quan 4o chay di.

Ching may chdc cdi doan ngudi ky quic d6 da nhdi chat cing trong
phong thay d6. Chung t61 nhin 1€n tran nha, miéng méo xéch xudng, thi ép
bung v&i ho. Téi va em trai t6i bi nhirng cdi bung phé kia ép khong thwong
tiéc, day trd lai vao phong tdm. Pdm dan dng dang dirng chit cirng trong

phong thay @6 nhin chiing t6i chdm chdm qua 1&p ctra kinh.
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“Lai c6 chuyén gi day?” Sw phu Akadama tir trong bé& tim ndi vong ra.
“Lii Tanuki ching may lai lam trd ngu ngd'c ha?”

“Doan than v¢ nha Ebisugawa a?”

Anh c3 t6i vit khin tim trén vai, vira budc ra tir phong x6ng hoi vira
héi.

Poan than vé nha Ebisugawa la ddm Tanuki dwoc cam dau bdi hai
thing con sinh doi ngu ngdc cia Ebisugawa Soun, thit ra chi 1a mot ddm
lrru manh bi du dd tu hop lai d€ ¢ theé udng rwegru Denki Bran gia thoi. Gia
cha cua nha Ebisugawa, Soun, la chi rudt cua ching t6i, nhwng lao ta coi
nha Shimogamo la ké thi khong ddi troi chung. Kinkaku va Ginkaku hét
strc tudn theo loi day bao d6, nén ki€m co giy phién phirc cho ching toi
moi lic moi noi. Gwom mét nhin may thing dan 6ng tréng nhw banh
mochi d6, t6i thd’y that kiét sirc. Pwa sw phu Akadama dén nha tdm da mét
mudn chét, vy ma ca dam Kinkaku va Ginkaku con mo t&i. Pay ding la
thi¢ goi 1a tdc dung twong hd.

“Anh o1, ching dang lam gi vay?”

“Hin 1a nghe theo ménh 1énh cta chd, d&€n de bao t6i rit lui da’y. Thang
nay, vi tri Niseemon ti€p theo s€ dwoc chon Iwa. Chuyén t6i voi chd ho sé€
chon ai, d&n gio khong th€ doan dworc.”

No6i dén d6 anh ca chot n6i cdu. “Chi ¢6 mot minh tdi chay tdi chay lui
ma ching dugec ai gitp d& ca. MYy thing em tdi, dta nao ciing hét stc...”

“Lai ntra roi sao.”

“Cau cling viy, khong thém nhin toi sy va't va cua toi, chay dén Osaka
tron biét ma't.”

“Vi nguy hi€m dén tinh mang ma, em con cach nao khac dau.”



“Ban dau cliing chinh 1a vi ciu...”

“Khoan da, anh o1, nhin kia.”

Gidng nhw bj ép ra twr khe hé cia nhirng cdi banh mochi, hai g con trai
map map cao to xua't hién. Ca hai déu mac hai cdi quan sip mau bac chﬁng
biét 1a thir gi. Trén mdi cdi quén ¢ ghi Tan lwot hai dong chit “Khoa Dai
Quéng Céo” va “Thién bia V6 Dung”. Mic may thanh ngr b6n chwr 1é€n
ngwoi ma ché"mg bi€t y nghia, khoe khoang sy ngu ngd’c ciia minh v&i thé
gian, diing 14 phong cich ciia bon chiing*. Hai thing miic quan sip mau bac
giang chan won nguc, xwng té€n “Ta la Kinkaku!”, “Con ta la Ginkaku!”.

“Tui bay khong ndi thi bon tao ciing biét roi.” Anh ca toi xing giong.

Kinkaku l4c 14c c4i bung rung rinh.

“Néu vay thi anh hin ciing biét bon nay t&i day vi chuyén gi chit nhi?”

“Chung may nghi tao s€ ngoan ngoan rut lui hay sao?”

“Bon nay da nghi anh s€ n6i nhr thé” ma, nhwng theo sy tinh toan ra't
binh tinh cta t6i, thi anh ch:flng ¢ cor hdi chién thing dau. Chéc anh khong
bi€t, nhung phia Yoshidayama da theo phe nha Ebisugawa r6i. Hon nura,
ca nha Takaragaike ciing 1a d6ng minh ctia bon t6i. R'6i ca nha Yase ciling
tro’ luc cho nha t6i nira.”

“Nha Gojo s€ theo phe tao. Phia Nanzenji cling s€ khong thanh dong
minh cta bon may. Néu nha Nanzenji da vdy, thi Ginkakuji cling thé". Di
nhién la Kodaiji va Rokuhara s€ v€ phe tao roi.”

“Ra la vay, ra la viy sao?” Kinkaku néi voi vé ngdp ngung. ““... That
vay a? Nhiéu nhw vay? Sao khac véi chuyén bon nay nghe qua. That kinh
thién dong dia.”

“Anh a, dwng chju thua.” Ginkaku néi. “C& t&i luoén di. Bon minh ¢6
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mot con at cha bai ma.”

“Pung do, cé at cha bai.” Kinkaku cwoi thda man.

“Po 1a gi ha?”

“Thi @6 1a at chad bai ctia bon téi ma, lam sao x0e ra cho ngwoi ta xem
don gian thé dwoe. Nén chiing t6i khong cho anh biét dau. Nhwng du bon
toi khong ndi, anh cling ridt lui di. Ngwoi thdng nhat gidi Tanuki phai 1a
cha bon t6i chr khong ai khac, va din da bon tdi cling s€ ndi got 6ng &y.
Cau thi€u gia dang thwong hai ctia nha Shimogamo a, chflng cO ai can dén
anh hét. Chinh la vay dé!”

“Chinh 1a vay do!”

Bi si nhuc, anh ca tdi noi gidn hoa than thanh ho, gam 1én mot ti€ng.

Ginkaku va Kinkaku tirc khic déu chan dong, ddm than vé ddng bon &
bén kia canh ctra kinh cling rung rung cai bung hoang s¢’. Nhwng hai anh
em nha né da gidm chan won ngye, nhw th€ muén phd ra hai cai quéan 16t
mau bac 18p lanh sang.

“Anh khong cé cdn mong bon tdi T4n nita dwore dau. Céi nay 1a quan
sip bang sit tdi nho* mot tho rén & tin Nagahama ché ra dd’y. Anh ma cén
bon tdi the' nao rang ciing rung hét ra.”

“Piing da’y, chinh 1a y twedng d6 d6! Anh hai that tai gidi!”

“Du ¢6 ¢ ging 16t quan bon tdi ra cling vo ich. P&n bon tdi cling
khong dé gi c&i chiing ra dworc.”

“Tai vi th&¢’ ma bung bon nay lanh i la lanh. Anh hai v&i t6i da phai
chiu kh& 1dm day.”

“Pung thé!”

Thé& roi Ginkaku chot nhin mit, nhrr cdm thd’y con dau bung sip dén



g4n. “Anh 2, bAy gio em lai thd'y méc qud. Chic s& khong 6n mat.” N6 néi.
Kinkaku ciing dap lai. “That ra tao cling vay.” R6i hoang hot kéu 1én.
“Nay, mau n6i la anh s€ khong 1am Niseemon di. Néu khong néi nhanh thi
bon t6i s& nguy 1dm.”

“Ai thém quan tdm bon may chir.” Bon t6i tra loi.

M4y thang Ginkaku va Kinkaku mat da ciu chuyén, ngo ngudy khong
ngwrng. Pa ngu con thich td ra nguy hi€m, gdy 6ng dap lung 6ng, ding la
thdi quen cli cia bon ching tir thoi con con nit d€n gior khong thay doi
dwoc.

Thay phién phtrc, anh cd gam 1én mdt ti€ng to, bon Ginkaku va
Kinkaku giat minh ¢6"bdo vé cai mong. Vi qua tip trung bao vé mong, nén
16p vd nguy trang bj ré't mat. Chiing hién nguyén hinh hai con Tanuki ngo
ngudy trong quin sip bang sit khdng I'6 & mot géc phong tim.

“M4Yy thang nay!”

Khi anh ca t6i s&p nhay chdm Ién, hai thing Ginkaku va Kinkaku chui
ra khdi quan sip sit, chay trdn nhwng trwot ngd trén nén nha wdt nhep.
Anh ca t6i d4u tién ngoam 14y cdi mong ciia thing Kinkaku, 1c dau ném
di, Kinkaku kéu 1&én mot ti€ng “O4i” roi bay vao khdng trung, roii vao be
nudc. Pang ngdm minh trong b thi nedc néng bin 1én tung tée, sw phu
Akadama quat 1én: “On 20 quéa!” Ginkaku dang ngdy mit ra nhin tré thanh
muc tiéu tiép theo, cling bay mot vong trong khong trung y hét thing anh
Kinkaku. Cénh twong nay tdi ¢6 ching kién bao nhiéu T4n cling van thdy
that 1a dep mét.

Anh c3 tdi tré lai 16t cdu thi€u gia tré tudi, 16i thang Kinkaku tr b&
nwdc néng dang suc bot 1én.

“Nay Kinkaku. May c6 biét cic phép tic & nha tim khong. Thir nhat,



bén trong b€ tdm khong dwoc dung khin tim. Thir hai, khong dwoc giit
quan do. Con thit ba 14, trede khi vao b€ tim nhat djnh phai gidi nguoi
sach s&. Pot ngot nhdy vao nhu vay 1a khong dwoc. Mot thing ngdc dén
cich di tim ciing khong biét lai con mo mdng d&n chuyén lam d4u linh
gi¢i Tanuki & da't Lac Trung nay hay sao?”

“Khong phai 1a anh ném bon tdi vao a? Co phai tai toi ty than nhay vao
dau chw.”

“Ma thoi sao ciling dwgre. Vay at chu bai ctia bon may la gi?”

“... Khong n6i.”

“Vay a, khong néi dwoee ha?”

Anh cd xach Kinkaku 1€n. Kinkaku bi dwa 1én qua dau anh ca lién ngo
nguay, kéu oai odi.

Anh cd budc d&n cédi bon tdm nuwdc lanh & bén canh phong tdm hoi.
“Né&u may khong néi, tao s& ném may vao diy roi ddy nip lai. Thé thi céi
bung may sé lanh toat ludén.” Anh céd néi. Kinkaku bdo vé& bung, kéu hic
hic. “Biét r'oi, d€ t6i n6i.” N6 cudi cung cling dau hang. “Bung tbi dau
qua.”

Kinkaku ng'6i thu minh & treé¢'c bon nwdc lanh. “La chuyén cha cda
may ngwoi d6. Co biét tai sao 6ng ta chét khong?”

“Sao bay gio lai 16i chuyén d6 ra? Cha bon nay bi dem na'u lau.”

Khi anh c3 t6i néi vdy, Kinkaku né mot nu cwdi 4m mudi, 1ic 1c dau.

“Anh khong nghi chuyén d6 la ky 18m sao. Mot con Tanuki vi dai nhu
vay, vi 1y do gi lai bi Con nguoi bat d& dang thé” cht? Bon t6i dau 6¢ thdng
minh nhw vy, nén da nghi chuyén dé that qua la lung. Vi thé t6i v&i

AL NA

Ginkaku da cung nhau di diéu tra thtr day. Thé€ r'6i bon t6i bi€t dwgrc. Néu



chuyén nay vo 16 ra, nha Shimogamo dwng hong vue day T'an nira.”

“Rot cudc 1a chuyén gi?”

“C4i ngay o6ng bac quy héa ctia bon tdi bj Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu bét
4y, ong ta da udng rwou téi khuya voi mot ai d6. B&i vy nén méi say xin
dén d6 khong biét trovi trang, sw canh gidc giam xudng. La do rwou nén
mat mang. Nhung du thé€, cdi ngwoi dém &y uéng rwou véi 6ng ay, dén
bay gio van ctr cAm nhw hén. T6i that khong th€ tha thit cho y dwoc. Ddng
ra y phdi cdm thdy ¢ trdch nhiém ma xin 16i moi ngwdi chir? Cung 1a
Tanuki v&i nhau ma. Ong béac ciia bon tdi lai con 12 thd'ng linh nira.”

Anh c3 to6i dot ngot ding day, mit cit khong con giot mau.

“Ké do la ai? N6i mau!”

Kinkaku ngang mat nhin 1én anh ca t6i, cwei khanh khach.

“La thing em vo dung ctia anh dA’y. Chinh 12 thing Yajiro dang 4h ndu

dwdi giéng ctia chuia Chinno.”

000

Anh ¢4 t0i gam 1én mot ti€ng phin nd roi ném Kinkaku xudng be nwdc
lanh. “A 4! Lanh qué lanh qua!” Bé mic Kinkaku dang thét 1én nhw vay,
anh ca van tran trudng chay ra khdi phong tim cong cdng. To6i lao ra dudi
theo anh. Em trai t61 bam theo, néi: “Cdc anh o1, c6 chuyén gi vay?” Hoa
than thanh hinh thu khac d€ khdng khoe than trwedc ban dan thién ha, bon
toi leo 1én xe kéo. Chiing t6i hwdng vé phia Nam cda dwong Teramachi,
lic bang qua Imadegawa, anh ca toi cho dung xe lai.

“Yashiro mau tré vé rieng di!” Anh ca t6i cdu kinh néi. “O chung v&i
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me.



Em trai t6i nhv mudn phan bac gi d6, nhung cé vé né hoang truede
grong mit ding so clia anh ca ldc nay. Thiang bé voi vang leo xudng xe.
B4 lai em 1t ding 1€ loi & Imadegawa, tdi va anh ca chay vé phia Nam bén
canh khu rirng cia Hoang cung.

“Tai sao anh bd lai Yashiro vay?”

“Vi thady t0i nghi€p.”

“Anh diing 1a thwong thing bé qud.”

“Khong phai vay!” Anh ca nat nd. “Anh 1am la vi Yajiro.”

Anh ca t6i cho xe chay tor Marutamachi xu6ng phia Pong, chié€tc xe lao
di v&i van toc dang s¢r vao thanh phd dang nhudm sic lam thim cta béng
dém.

Phu xe gia quy bau da kéu Ién ken ket, nhwng anh ca khong bu'on d€
tam. Chiéc xe kéo lao di gitra bong dém v&i véan td'c kinh h'on, khién khach
bd hanh trén dwong hoang h6t, nhwng ho con chwa kip thét 1€n thi chiét xe
da vong qua khuc quanh. Chung t61 bang qua song Kamogawa, di vao khu
1an cén bén nha mdy phat dién Ebisugawa, tié€n vao mot con dwong khong
¢ bong nguoi.

Chflng ma’y chdc ching t6i da d€n khu Gion ryc ro* déen hoa. Toi bat
giac dit tay 1én vai ctia anh ca, nhung anh khong ¢6 vé gi 1a mudn dung xe
lai. Khi anh ca cho xe cr phéng vao gitra nhirng vi khach dang choi dém
trén dwong Hanami, t6i bi€t 1la anh dang hét strc gian die. Néu la binh
thwong, anh ca sé khong vd duyén v6 c& giy ndo loan trong thanh phd'.
Chiing t61 bang qua nhirng khach bd hanh dang kéu thét 1€n lao dau chay
tron.

Ch:flng ma’y chd'c chung t61 da dé€n chua Rokudo Chinno.



Chung t61 treo qua hang rao dé€n gan gi€ng. Trong gi€ng la man dém
den kit.

“Yasaburo phai khong?”

Chung t6i nghe thdy ti€ng anh thr phi pho & dwdi ddy gi€ng. “Anh
Yaichiro cling di cung em a? Hi€m tha’y qua nhi.”

“Anh o1, dao nay anh ra sao?” T6i hoi.

“Thé& gian clia anh nhd bé 1dm, nén ciing chaalng c6 gi hi€m la xay ra ca.
Dau sao thi ciing 1a & dwdi ddy giéng ma.”

Anh tht t6i cudi khic khich. “A ma ndy, em di thodt khoi canh d&i leu
vong ma tr¢ vé Kyoto r'oi ding khéng? Chiic mwng nhé.”

“Thé& gian cua anh nhd bé, nhuwng tin tirc cling nhanh nhay ghé.”

“Hom qua Kaisei dén tdn giu v&i anh d6 ma.”

“Nay, anh 01.”

“C6 chuyén gi the™?”

N6i dén d6 t6i im lidng. B&i toi khong bi€t nén néi gi bay gio m&i phai.
Khi d6, anh cd & bén canh t6i dwa tay ta vao thanh giéng. V&i bi€u cam
cirng ngic, anh c4 doi mit nhin xuéng ddy giéng t&i om.

“Yajiro a.”

“A, anh ca phai khong? Giong diéu ctia anh nghe cdu kinh qué. Anh lai
mudn thuy€t gido gi em day sao?”

Anh tht t6i dda cot néi. “Em khong tw tin ring minh c6 th€ ddp tng
dwoc ky vong cua anh dau. DAu gi thi em ciing chi 1a con &ch thoi ma.”

Anh cd t6i tiya tay trén thanh gi€ng, vira nhin xu6ng ddy siu den t&i kia
vira bit dAu néi.

“Yajiro, toi van con nh¢ ra't 16 nhitng chuyén xdy ra trong céi ngay toi



gap cha l'an cudi. Ngay hom do, t6i cuing cha di tham viéng cac tredng 130
& Rakuto. Pi bang cdi xe kéo tr hanh, tuy vdy khi thu x&p xong cdng viéc
thi cling 1a chi€éu mudn roi. Tanuki cudi cuing tdi va cha di tham viéng la &
Gion. Sau d6 cha n6i c6 mot cudc hen gi d6 ra't quan trong. Vi vay nén cha
béo toi Ién xe buyt vEé tredc. Chuyén d6 cling cheamg cO g1 hi€m la. Cha luc
nao ciing ban rdn ma. Cha tién t6i d&n tan Higashioji, dd nhin theo chiéc xe
buyt cua t6i roi di. Th& r'6i cha di b véE hudng cau 1on Shijo. Toi dén gio
van nh¢ ra't rd hinh bong clia cha lic d6. Béi vi, d6 1a Tan cudi cung toi
con nhin thdy cha.”

“Anh a.”

Co6 th€ nghe thdy ti€ng anh thir t6i khan khan véi vé ba't an.

“Préu téi mudén hoi la, cdu Ian cudi cung gap cha la khi nao, & dau?
Cau c6 nh& o hay khong? Lic nay, t6i vira nghe mot chuyén rat dang
ghét. T6i khong mudn tin twedng cau chuyén d6, nén mdi dén tan day. Néu
cAu néi rang chuyén dé 1a d&i trd, viée nay sé cham dit & day. Thé nao?
Co6 phai dém d6 ciu da gdp cha khong? Cau cé cung cha udng rwou
khong? Cau c6 say khong? Con cha thi thé nao? Cau c6 d€ mic cha dang
bi say rroru hay khong? Lam on néi v&i toi 1a khdng phai di.”

Anh ca ti n6i d&n d6 thi nghen 1o, nhdm chit mét. Hai tay van tira 1én
thanh giéng, hai chin chodi ra, dau cdi xudéng dwdi, trong nhw th€ anh ca
dang chuan bj tinh than sn sang cho cau trd 161 s& vong 1én tir dudi ddy
giéng.

Sy tram mac kéo dai, thé” roi1 chiung to1 nghe thdy am thanh nhw bong
bong phép phu.

“Anh o1, ding 1a nhw thé"daYy.”

Ching t6i nghe tha'y giong anh th tra loi. “Ké da hai chét cha, chinh la



em day.”
“A a! Tai sao lai c6 chuyén nhw vay!?”

Anh c3 t6i d0 sap xudng thanh giéng. “Thang khdn ngu ngdc nay!”
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Anh thir t6i tor xwwa da noi danh 1a con Tanuki lwoi nhac nha't Kyoto. Mot
ké lwdi nhdc v dung chi lin 16n nim won gidng con daruma khong dwoc
ai ton kinh nhw anh thit t0i, chi ¢c6 mot chd duy nha't phét huy tinh than 1a
quan rwegu. Cha cling ra't thich udng rwgu Denki Bran gid, nén cha va anh
thr thwong ra phd” udng reou chi ¢ hai nguoi.

Ngay hom &Yy, khi chia tay v&i anh cd, cha tdi néi “cé mdt cudc hen
quan trong”, 1a chi viéc di gdp anh th t6i. Binh thwong cha t6i sé khong
dung cich néi nhw the” dau, nhwng ngay hom doé la mot dip dac biét. Po la
b&i vi ngwoi anh thir k& thira tinh phdng khodng ctia cha, von ludn ty do ty
tai ma song, ba’y gior lai dm 4p mdt ndi niém kho nai.

Noi cha t6i va anh th udng regru 1a modt quan rwegru nhd trén dwong
Kiyamachi. Néu chuyén anh tht mudn néi bi lot ra ngoai s€ khé xi, nén
cha tdi da chd tAm sip x&p d€ khong ai nghe trom dwoce, chon mot dia diem
ma Tanuki thwong khong lui t&i. Trong can phong 16t chi€u tatami nhd hep
& tang hai, cha va anh thir ng'6i d6i dién nhau udng rwegu.

Lic d6, anh thir tdi dang ban 1ong véi mot mdi tinh don phwong khdng
the gidi quyét dwgrc, nén mudn giai bay tim sy nay voi cha, tim ki€m 1oi
khuyén. Ly do néi m&i tinh don phwong &y khong the gidi quyét dwore, 1a
bdi vi ddi twong anh thit toi thiAm thwong trdm nhé 12 mot Tanuki van con

ra't nho tuoi, hon nira da c¢6 hon phu roéi. Vi hon phu dé lai chinh 1a em trai



rudt thit clia minh, nén anh thi téi rd't hoang mang. N6i tém lai, d6i twong
anh thir téi thwong nhé chinh 1a vi hon thé ngay tredc cia toi, Ebisugawa
Kaisei.

Anh thi lip di 13p lai ring minh mudn chia biét v&i gia dinh, roi khéi
Kyoto.

Nhuwng vao ngay do, cha ciing da phan doi.

D&i voi con Tanuki da twng danh Iwa ca Thién cau nhw cha, trén thé
gian nay khong cé gi khi€n cho 6ng s¢ hdi. Anh thir dd nghi nhw vay,
nhung thyc ra trén doi cha tdi s¢ nha't mot diéu - rang nhitng dia con trai
ctia 6ng s€ hoa ra xa cich hodc 1a thu hian nhau. P6 1a suy nghi chan thanh
cta cha, nguoi da khong may c¢6 mot mdi quan hé day thi han véi em rudt
ctia minh 1a Ebisugawa Soun. “Cha da chia mdu thanh b6n phan cho céac
con. Vi viy thi€u mot dka cling khdong dwgc. Du ngwoi ta néi nhiéu
chuyén t6i té vé con di nira, trén doi ludén phai cé sy can bﬁng. Con cling la
mot ‘qua cin thing bing’ cia gia toc Shimogamo. V&i nhitng k& khong 1y
gidi dwgrc diéu do, con khdong viéc gi phai nghe ho néi bay. Con khdng
dwoc lia xa anh em cla minh.”

“Nhung cha o1.”

Anh thir néi. “Chaalng 1€ diéu do6 cb nghia la con chi ¢6 thé chiu dung
th€’ nay mai mai hay sao?”

Cha t6i nghi ngoi mét Iic. “De€ cha thir lam gi xem sao.” Cha néi. “Cha
cling khong biét cé giai quyét duorc thuin lgi hay khong, nhwng trirde hét
con ctt d€ cho cha lo liéu. Con ctr kién nhan da nhé.”

Thé& r'o6i cha va anh tht tdi nhu di quén hét lo ling, tiép tuc udng rwou
say sua.

Chflng may chdc dém da vé khuya, anh thir va cha nga nga say ra khoi



quan regru. Khi ho vira hat nhirng bai ca ngd'c ngh&ch vwra di bd trén dwong
phd&’, cha t6i ra 1énh cho anh th: “Lam céi d6 di!”

Anh t6i héa than thanh “doan tau dién Eizan gid” da 1am chan dong dat
Lac Trung thoi bay gio, d€ cha cwdi 1én roi chay vong quanh khu Shijo.
Anh thir t6i xé gi6 chay bang bang, lam nhirng nguwoi say rwegu dang dao
choi vor vat trén dwong phd” ban d&€m kinh hoang, choi kham céd canh sat.
Cha t6i h6a than thanh Hotei, ding & miii doan tau, vira rung rinh cai bung
vira ceoi. Cai d6 1a tro choi ho yéu thich va da lam rat nhiéu Ian, nhwng
dém &’y la Tan cudi cung anh tdi st dung 16t hoa than doan tau Eizan gia s¢&
treong. Con gié lanh thang Mwoi hai thoi qua cor the’ dang néng phung
phtrng vi rworu, dnh sdng ctia dwdng phd ban d&m hit 1én co’ thé minh 14p
lanh, cdm gidc thoadi mdi khi chay nhanh hét mirc c6 th€, va ca cha ching
toi dang cwoi 1on khodi chi hét long hét da - d6 1a nhirng gi anh thi t6i con
nh& dwoe. Tuy nhién, sau ta't cad nhirng manh vun roi rac 14p lanh hién ra
gitra dém khuya d6, ky trc ctia anh thir t6i bi gian doan.

Ngay tiép theo, anh m& mét ra & ring thiéng Tadasu. Anh bj khé chiu
kinh khing sau mot dém udng rwegru, d&€n ndi khong cir dong dwgre than thé.
Anh cling chaalng nghi gi d&n cha nita, cit nim rén i trong & cho t&i khi miit
troi 18n. Anh thir téi chi bi€t chuyén cha da khong tré vé vao t6i hom &Y.
Sau do6 cha ra sao, anh cling khong bi€t.

Pém do6 cling da khong tré lai.

Thé r'o6i ngay ti€p theo, ching t6i dwgrc biét la dm hém tredc Cau lac
bd ngay thir Sdu da to chire tiéc ta't nién.

Khi bi€t dwore nguyén li€u cua n'6i 1au d6 chinh Ia cha ching t6i, bon
toi da bu'don khd khoc 16¢c dén thé€ nao, gior khong can ndi nira, nhwng toi

khong th€ hinh dung n6i cdm xic cta anh th toi. Anh thir t6i nhw da guc



ngd. Biéu anh thir t6i suy nghi l1a - do minh da bo lai cha dang say mém &
trén dwong, cha méi roi vao tay Cau lac bo ngay thir Sau.

Vwra nghe loi ty thd cda anh thr t6i bén canh gi€ng nwdc clia chla
Chinno, t6i chgt nh¢é lai ra't nhiéu bi€u hién ctia anh thir sau khi cha ching
toi roi bd cudc doi. Anh mat hoan toan nang lwong sdng, d€n rwou cling
khong udng ntra, lam bam “hit thé cling mét qua” roi bi me ném xudng
song Kamogawa. Khi t6i v&t anh 1én, ldc &y da troi xudng méc ket dudi
chan ciu 16n Gojo, tdi nhé rang ngwdi anh dd mém odt 0 rii. Thé 16i, sau
khi da bd lai nhirng ké thic giuc minh 1a chdng t6i, anh th roi khoi rirng
thiéng Tadasu, bong dang v6 cung c6 don.

Tbdi va anh ca im ling l4ng tai nghe.

Giong anh thtr tdi vang 1én tir ddy gi€ng cr dan dan nhd lai, tré nén rat
kho nghe.

“Chinh em la ké da sat hai cha. Y nhw nhirng gi nguoi ta xi xao. Em la
mdt con Tanuki v6 dung. Khong chi chgng giup ich gi duwgre, ma lai con
gdy ton tha't khong th€ van h'6i. Lam sao em c6 th€ thd that khi moi nguoi
dang dau long ch? Nhwng em cling khong th€ cir phd bd mat binh than ra
ma sdng gitra gia dinh. Vi vdy em da dé nén moi viéc & trong long, hoa
thanh con &ch & dudi ddy giéng. Em thoi khong lam Tanuki ntra.”

Ch:flng may chd’c ching toi nghe thdy ti€ng anh thir da khéc.

“Em khoéng c6 mdt miii nao gdp me nwra. Em da danh ma't tw cach lam

con trai cia me roi.”
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Trén duwong vé, anh ca tdi chang ndi gi, chi nhin ngdm 4nh dén thanh phd.



Khi d€n Demachi-yanagi, ching t6i m&i swc nho ra la da bo lai sw phu
Akadama & nha tim cong cong. “Phdi quay vé dén swr phu thdi.” Anh ca toi
vira dui méit vira mét moi néi.

“Théi, anh ctr V€ tredc di. D€ em lo cho.”

To6i d€ anh xudng gan Demachi-yanagi, roi ngdi xe kéo tw dong ti€n
d&n nha tdm cong cdng.

Vi di vé dém, phong tim cong cdng treo rém tré nén cyc ky dong dic,
ti€ng On a0 & ngoai dwong phd ciing nghe tha’y. T6i vén rém Ién, cii dau
chao ba cd & quiay tinh tién roi bwdc vao. Trong phong thay d6 da cédc vi
khach twr hoc sinh t&i cac cu gia on ao ron ra. Mui m6 héi, mui khéi thudc
va mui hoi nwdre tran ngdp, ding 1a n'dng nac mui cia Con nguoi.

Gitra ti€ng néi chuyén '6n ao nhur bong béng nwdc phdp phong &Yy, sw
phu Akadama madt khé dam dam ngoi trén gh€” mat xa, nhin chdm chim
tran nha chan song. C* nhw th€ mdi 6 chdn song déu c6 dan anh chéan
dung cia ddm Kurama didng ghét vay. Tay trdi sw phu cam mdt géi kakipi*,
tay phai ¢cAm mot lon bia. Cdi quat 1&n treo trén twong dang quay vu vu,
thi mdi téc bac tring clia su phu tdn loan. Trong st phu nhw mot con yéu
qudi ddng s¢’ nao d6, nén nhirng vi khich ra vao phong thay d6 déu co cum
khong ddm lai gan. Chi nhin ddng vé& nay, thi biét s phu van con sét lai
chuit it uy nghi€m cta Thién cau.

T6i quy xudng dich lai gan cai ghé mat xa, sw phu li€n quat 1on. “May
bd mac sw phu ctia may th€ a!” Sw phu néi. “May dinh bao tao di bo vé
mot minh ha?”

“Con v0 cung xin 16i.”

To6i kéo s phu dang phan d6i v&i nhirng loi ndng né ra khdi phong

tam cong cong, roi day sw phu Ién xe kéo.
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Chi€c xe kéo di cham cham trén con phd” dém dai, t61 di bo bén canh.
Sw phu choang mot cdi 4o khodc chan bong nhin ph'dong phong nhw tré
con. Khi t6i khen ngoi cdi 40 bdng A%, swr phu néi “May ghen tj 1dm ha?
Day 1a I€ vat Kaisei dang 1én daYy.”

“Tai sao vay a?”

“Khi may bd tao lai ma chay t&i Osaka, Kaisei cling thwong hay t&i
thim tao. Th& r6i con bé néi troi sdp chuyén lanh, nén dwa cho tao cdi nay.
Tuy doc mom ddc miéng, nhwrng né ra't bi€t quan tam.”

“Du la Tanuki hay Con nguwoi, chi ¢an la giong cdi sw phu déu sé
nuong chiéu hét nhi?”

“On 20.”

Sw phu ndéi. “... Ngoai nhirng chuyén nhw th&’, tao con c6 gi khac de€ vui
dau.

Ching tdi déu im lang, ti€p tuc bwdre di.

Con dwong Teramachi cang ldc cang tdi tim ¢6 don, tao cam gidc nhw
khong bi€t no s€ kéo dai d€n tdn noi nao. Nhirng ngdi sao nhap nhdy vui
vé trén bau troi. Toi van tram mic cit budec, thd ra khéi tring bay bay.
Vao buoi sang Ay trong rirng thiéng Tadasu, gitra nhirng hang ciy yén ling
nhu to, cha tdi ciing thdi phi phit khéi tring. Trong d4u tdi chot hién 1én
ti€ng con sudi nhd chdy ram ri trong budi sang Ay va dang di€u cua cha
khit khit miii ngiri mui hwong cia mua déng. Vi khong thé€ nhéd rd rang
dwgc khung canh dy, tdi cam thdy bu'6on rau. Cang nho lai, tdi cang cam
tha’y d6 lai 1a mot chuyén khong th€ ctru van dwoe. Ngay tan bay gior, toi
cling khong the tin dwo'c minh da chging cam thd’y gi, nén ngdy ngwoi ra

dung bwdc trén con dwong.



“Yasaburo nay.”

Sw phu noi. “Chuyén gi thé”? Tai sao may lai im lang ky quai nhw vay?”

“Con dang nghi vé cha dd'y ma.”

“Stra ha? C6 lién quan gi chr?”

“Sw phu, khong phdi stra, ma la cha*.”

“Vay a? Khong phai stra, ma la cha a?”

Swr phu thé hét ra. “Soichiro thi 1am sao chit. Nhitng ngwoi da réi khoi
thé” gidi nay, c6 h'6i twdng nhd nhung bao nhiéu thi cling cé ich gi dau.
May thét 1a thang ngoc.”

“M@i lde ndy thdi, ching con vira bi€t ngwoi cudi cung gdp cha la anh
Yajiro cua con. Chuyén nay con da chging hé bi€t gi ca. Hinh nhw cha da
cung anh &y udng reou, sau dé say mém, r'oi rovi vao tay Con nguoi.”

“Chd y rovi vao 1a ndi 1au cor ma.”

“Thi dung vay.”

“Nhuwng chi ¢an con song, thi di 1a Thién cdu hay Tanuki, ai ma ching
phai roi xuéng. K€ ca Thién cau bay lwgn ty do tw tai trén bau troi, rot
cudc cling roi xudng mdi nha ngwdi ta ddy thoi. The gidi nay von ching
vui thd gi nhw thé” d@y. Chd Tanuki roi xudng 1a n'di 1al, ¢6 gi la lung dau.
Soichiro da khong nhAm 1an vé chd roi cda minh.”

“Chuyén d6 t&i con ciing biét!”

Toi x&ng giong noi.

Sw phu c¢6 vé cdu kinh, im bit, mét lic sau lai néi bang giong nhe

nhang: “Nguoi cudi cung gip Soichiro khéng phai 1a Yajiro dau.”
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Cai dém cha t6i héa thanh n'6i 1au, s phu Akadama dang & quan regu tai
phd vom Teramachi, mdt minh u6ng rwegru. Sw phu dang s6t rudt vi Benten
mai khong thdy vé, nghi bi€t dau ¢é &y s€ xud't hién nén mdi 1dn vén &
nhitng chd udng riegu ma cd yéu thich. D nhién, sw phu Akadama khong
hé biét ldc &y Benten dang & Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu, quiy quan bén n'6i
lau nd'u twr cha toi.

Ngwoi ta néi rang dau ta't ca Tanuki dang sinh séng & Kyoto t& chirc
dai hoi & Akegarasu thi ciing khong kin chd dwge. Ly do 1a vi cédi qudn
rrou dwdi tAng hdm d6 cir kéo dai mai vao bén trong, chwa c6 ai di dén
dwoce di€m tan cung. Cang vao sau trong ti€m thi lai cang chat hep, chglng
may chdc da hep nhe mot hanh lang tam td1. O sat tweong x&p san sat
nhtrng cdi gh& boc nhung va ban gd, tir trén tran nha nhitng ngon deén tda
xudng dnh sdng mo nhat. O d6 ldc nao cling lanh, quanh nam déu phai
ding 10 swdi. C6 1o don dai rat nSi ti€ng ring phia sau bén trong la 151
thong dén dia nguc.

Trong quéan, nhirng Tanuki bi€n hinh thanh ngwoi va Con nguoi thit
tron 14n vao nhau 0n a0 ndo dong, nén sw phu Akadama cAm binh rwou
dich chuyén cang lic cang siau vao bén trong. Khong c6 Benten & canh bén
str phu da ra’t byc boi, khong kién nhan chju dyng ndi ti€ng 6n 4o clia ddm
Con ngudi dang che chén, khdng khéo s& thGi bay ho di bing gi6 16¢ Thién
cau mat.

S phu ngdi & mot chd ra't sdu bén trong quén, git Am bén 10 swdi,
udng reg’u moOt minh.

Nhitng tiéng 6n 20 ctia quan rwou da khong con vong vao ddy nita. O
dau do twr bén trong c6 th€ nghe ti€ng ban ghé& bi xd day, va mot 4m thanh

'on 20 ky qudi giong nhw tié€ng nhac trong 1& hoi. Am sic d6, su phu c6



cadm gidc rang da tirng nghe tha'y & dau d6 roi. Sw phu néi “Nghe giong
nhu trong 1& tdm d4u long vay.” Nhung dii sw phu c6 néi cho tdi nghe maYy
chuyén & thoi xwa lic xwa lo nhw vay, ti cling c¢6 hiéu dau. Hon nira
Tanuki 1am gi ¢6 1& tim d4u long.

Sw phu dang nghi vé Benten. Thoi d6 Benten thwong ra ngoai ma
khong néi gi v&i su phu, hinh nhu bit dau giao du v&i nhitng nguwoi sw phu
khong bi€t. Nghe dwgc chuyén c6 &y hinh nhw da 1€n tau di€n Eizan ma di
vé heéng nii Kurama, sw phu lo 18ng ring ché’ing bi€t Benten c6 bi 1u
Thién cau Kurama phinh pho’ hay khong.

Khi sv phu dang udng reou giwa lic long da khong yén, trén san nha
tim t&i chot c6 mdt qua banh 16ng d&n gan. Khi sw phu dwa mét nhin va
budt miéng “Oi cha”, thi con Tanuki v&i d6i mét 14 ldnh béi anh dén trén
tran cling ng'déi xuéng nhin 1é€n 6ng &y. B 16ng éng anh cua né dang rung
rung, ¢ 1€ l1a do hanh lang lanh 1€o, sw phu nghi vay.

“Oi cha 6i cha, st phu ddy sao? Chao budi & a.” Con Tanuki néi.

“Soichiro day a?”

Sw phu bat cuwoi. “«O dday lanh qua nhi? Th& nao, udng mot chit
khong?”

“Sw phu da ¢6 101, thi t6i cling xin tuin 1énh.”

Cha t6i leo 1én cai gh&” & bén kia ban, r'oi treo 1€n ban. Hai céi tay huo
huo. Sw phu Akadama cam thdy hét siec ky quai khi cha tdi c& y & trong
hinh dang bat tién dé6 ma khong bi€n than. Khi sw phu hoi tai sao, cha t6i
néi. “B&i vi gior téi khdng con ¢6 the’ bién than niva roi.” Sw phu Akadama
rét regru vao ly thiy tinh r'6i day sang cho cha toi. Cha t6i vira 6m ly regu
mot cach vung veé, vira li€m 1i€m rworu. Mot ldc sau cha dwa tay lau miéng,

“Pay la ly reou cudi cung cuia téi.” Cha néi. “Cam on sw phu ra't nhiéu.”



St phu nhin chdm chim cha t6i dang ng'6i trén ban.

“Soichiro a. Nguoi... chét roi sao?” Sw phu hai.

“R&t ti€c 1a nhw vay, lic nay toi vira m&i bi nd'u trong n'di 1au.”

S phu ¢Am 14y ly rieoru ¢6 chd rwou cha t6i udng con thira, roi mot
hoi nd'c can sach. “That 1a, ngroi lai lam may chuyén ngu xuan roéi!”

“C6 th€ n6i nhw thé that. DAy 1a con dwong r'éi ai cling phai di thoi.”

“B@i vay ta da bao ngwoi nhiéu Ian roi. Phai bi€t ti€t ché” may chuyén
choi boi di.”

“DAu sao thi tdi cling 1a Tanuki ma, cling danh phai nhw thé thoi. Day
cling 1a do dong mau ng6'c nghéch cua td6i mara.”

Sau d6 cha t61 n61 ra't nhiéu chuyén.

Nhitng chuyén ngay xwa khi cha tdi con nhd d&n hoc tp & chd sw phu
Akadama. Chuyén sau nay khi cha va em trai Ebisugawa Soun ctia minh
ndy sinh ba't hoa, bj su phu la ming. Chuyén cha gip g& me ciing nho sw
phu gidp d&. Chuyén tring phat ddm Thién cau Kurama. Chuyén bdn dira
con clia minh dira ndo ciing tiép tuc dén chd sw phu hoc tap. Dic biét 1a

cha mudn s phy d&€ mét trdng nom dira con trai thit ba, Yasaburo.

A7 29

“Sw phu, nho’ ngudi d€ y chdm séc cho thing bé AYy.

“Céai thing 4y la dira quanh queo. Chuyén ngu ngdc thi cling gidng
nguroi vy thoi. Nhung thing d6 né c¢é ngu ngdc qua mirc hay khong?”

“Qua thie né ng6c hét nhw tdi vay... Nhung toi cling nhin trede dwoe
viéc d6. To1 bi€t n6 hin s& gay phién todi nhi€u cho sw phu, nhung lam on
giup 61, c6 dwoc khong a? Mot ngay nao do, toi nghi n6 nha't dinh s€ giup

ich cho sw phu.”

~

“Um ”



Thé r'6i cha t6i nhdy tw trén ban xudng. “Thoi toi cling phai 1én dwong
bay gior ddy.” Ong ndi.

“Soichiro a.” Sw phu dot ngot 1e€n ti€ng.

“Ta rat ti€c khi phai tw biét voi ngwoi. Chuyén nay ching ta chi néi
v&i nhau thoi ddy nhé.”

“Nghe dwoe nhirng 1o d6 t6i ra't vui. C6 th€ mang theo lam qua lwu
niém dén co1 am ro1.”

Cha t6i croi khanh khéch, b 16ng rung rinh.

Cha t6i nhom nguwoi déng 1én, dwa ban tay 16ng 14 vé phia sw phu
Akadama. St phu khom ngudi, nim 12y ban tay 4y. Sau khi cdi nim tay tr
biét da ket thic, cha té1 veon thglng lwng day, noéi: “Vay thuwa sw phu...”

“T6i, Shimogamo Soichiro, xin dwge di tredc mot bude. Du cé gap
nhiéu chuyén phién phtrc, nhung t6i da sdng mét cuéc doi vui vé. Toi xin
chan thanh cam ta tdm thinh tinh cia ngai Nyoigadake Yakushibo su6t bay
lau nay.”

Su phu Akadama ddi mét trong theo cha tdi dang chay doc hanh lang
dai kéo dén tan th& gidi bén kia. Ctr ti€n theo hanh lang tam tdi d6, dan da
bd 16ng 6ng anh cta cha cling khdng the thd'y dwgrc ntra. Sw phu ng6i tror
lai mOt minh udng rwou, ch?ing ma’y chdc lai nghe thdy am thanh ky di luc
ndy vang vong. D6 1a am thanh cua sy chia ly.

“P&n cudi cling van 12 mdt thing ngdc.” Sw phu néi. “Ngwoi sinh ra
lam Tanuki qué 1a mot di€u dang ti€c.”

Ctr nhw th€’, cha t6i da roi di.

000



Toi dwa s phu vE dén tan can hd & mat sau phd mua saém Demachi, roi
tho6 tw trong phong s phu mét chai regru vang ngot Akadama.

T6i ding xe & quanh cau Demachi, budc xuéng tam gidc song
Kamogawa*. Bau trdi trong veo dep d&. Anh sang hét tir phd phwdng phan
xa lai khién dong sdng Kamogawa va Takanogawa chdy tir phia Bic dnh
1én mau sang bac mo’ 40. Vi dém lanh gid nén khoéng cé bong ngwoi. Toi
ng6i & dau mii cta tam gidc song uéng reou. Rwou vao khién dau toi té
dai, t6i guc cdi dau dang quay mong mong xudng, lam bam “Anh 01",
“Cha oi”. Nhitng con gi6 lanh lang van thoi.

Cheamg may chdc, khong chiu dung ndi cdi lanh ntra, t6i tréd vé rung
thiéng Tadasu.

Tbi di qua con dwong din vao dén nam len 16i gitra nhitng hang cay
rdm rap, tir phia trong dén c6 th€ nhin thd'y dnh sang. Trong anh sang dé 1o
mo béng me tdi va em to6i dang ng'di véi vé lo 1ang. Khi nhin thdy béng
t0i, ho dwa ban tay nhd bé 1én. Me t6i dwa tay ra vdy nhw mudn bao toi dén
day nhanh 1€n. Khi t6i xudng xe, me néi v&i vé chan chwong. “Cé chuyén
gi xdy ra roi a? Yaichiro vé nha ma cai mat trong phat khi€p. Nhwng né
Chglng ndi gi ca.”

“Bon con d&n chd anh Yajiro d6 ma.”

“Thé roi sao? May dira cii nhau a?”

T6i khong nédi gi ca, tién sau vao trong hang cay.

To6i da trd lai hinh dang Tanuki, dap chan trén 14 kh6. Me va em trai toi
cting di theo.

O gitta & nam 13 anh cd dang cudn tron lai, nim yén khong cuc cua.

Hinh nhw anh chwra ngti. Khi t6i d&n gan, c6 the ngtri thd'y quanh & nim 1a
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mii nwdc mét clia anh cd. “Anh oi.” Du tdi cit tiéng goi, nhung cling
khong bi€t nén néi ciu ti€p theo th& ndo. Anh toi van cudn ngwoi lai quay
leng vE phia t6i nhw the’, nhwng cé vé nghe dwoc ti€ng tdi. “Me dang lo
lang 18m da’y.” T6i néi. “Anh hdy néi gi di.”

Cudi cung anh toi ciing cwa nguoi, thd hit ra. “Me oi.” Anh tdi thi
tham.

Me t6i n6i “Cé chuyén gi vay?”, roi budec dén gan bén anh t6i. “Con
sao roi1?”

“Me da bi€t roi sao?”

“Bi€t chuyén gi co?”

“Ly do Yajiro nhdt minh dwdi day giéng &y.”

Cai mii am wot sang 18p ldanh, me nhin 1én tdi. T6i khong ndi gi, chi
gat dau. Me t6i lai dwa mat nhin anh ca, suy nghi gi d6 trong mdt liic. Bicu
cam clia me van tinh ling nhw nwdc h'o. Toi nghi, a a, hin 1a me cling da
biét roi.

“Thﬁng bé 1a con cua me ma. Néu me khong bi€t thi tdi nghi€p cho né
qua.”

Me t61 noi.

B0 16ng ctia anh cd run ray, anh khong tra loi.

Me t6i ti€n gan dén bén anh ca, nhd giong ndi. “Nay Yaichiro, me xin
con c6 dwore khong, dirng trach thang bé nira.”

Giong néi diu dang cia me thA'm vao bong dém chia canh ring dang
lanh dan, ciing thim vao I'dng nguc cda tdi va em trai. Em t6i 4p mii vao
ngwoi toi, toi chot thd’y ngwoi &m 1€n nhw ¢6 tdi chwom néng dp vao. Toi

va em trai d€u khong ndi gi, yén lang lang nghe 1o’ ctia me.



“Me da ludn bi€t. Me ludn biét rd6 nhing chuyén vé thﬁng bé.” Me t01
1dp lai. “Con la anh ma, xin hay hi€u cam xtic cia né mdt chut.”

“Con hieéu ma me oi. N6 la em trai cia con. BPén con cling hi€u ma.”

Anh c3 van cudn tron lai ma néi. “Chinh vi con hi€u, nén md&i dau don

dén the nay.”



Chuong sdu
Am muu cda Ebisugawa Soun

Sau khi cha t6i mat di, nhitng con Tanuki sdng & Kyoto da goi may
anh em sdng trong rung thiéng Tadasu chiing t6i 1a “bon ngdc khong the
k& thtra dong méu ctia ngwoi cha vi dai”. May 10 néi xa'u ctia ddm Tanuki
nhiéu chuyén do ciing c6 chd tring tdm di€m. Tuy nhién chuyén ho néi
nhw th€ dong mdu cuia cha t6i da bdc hoi di dau ma't roéi ldc nao cling lam
to1 thdy kho chiu. Ba 1a Tanuki thi ai a1 cling it nhi€u ngdc nghéch ma.
N&u néi nhuw th&, thi sy ngdc nghéch chinh 13 bing c¢é chirng minh chiing
t0i k& thira dong mdu cuia cha chir dau. Cha sau khi da dat d&€n dinh cao cia
gi&i Tanuki, cling da “ngdc ngh&ch” mot cdch cao do dén ndi hoa thanh
n'6i lat co' ma.

Sau d6 me thuy€t gido chung to61 nhw sau: “Cha cac con la mot Tanuki
tuyét vori, nén c6 th€ thong dong cwoi ma tréd thanh mot n'6i 1au ngon lanh
tuyét di€u. Cac con ciing phai tré thanh mot Tanuki nhw thé nhé.” Tuy
nhién, me cling néi “Nhwng ding c6 lam that day.”

D0n hét strc vao sy ngdc nghéch d€ dat toi dinh cao. Chiing toi ty hao
v&i chuyén nhue vy. K@ trong theo miy thdng ngdc nhdy mia thi cling 12
thiang ngdc, néu di cling ngdc nghéch nhw nhau tai sao lai khong nhdy
mua di chir, vi vy ching t6i nhdy muia hang say hét stec c6 the*.

Viéc trong ngwoi chidng tdi nhdt dinh dang chdy “dong mau ngdc
ngh&ch” d6, ching t6i khong tha’y xau ho du chi mot [4An. Chiing t6i ¢ the
ném trai niém vui hay ndi bu6n khi di qua th& gidi yén binh ndy, ta't cd la

do dong méau ngdc nghéch d6 mang lai. Cha cua chiing t6i, cha cua cha
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ching t6i, thé r'oi cha cta cha ctia ching t6i ntra, nhirng Tanuki cia dong
dodi Shimogamo doi doi déu bi dong mau ngd'c nghéch &y thoi thic, ldc thi
héa than thanh ngwoi, lic thi choi kham Thién cau, lic thi treot nga roi
xudng n'6i 14l sit dang sdi. Piéu d6 chgng c6 gi dang xau ho, tham chi con
dang ty hao.

Mic du c6 ldc ching tdi phai roi nwde mét, nhung du the” van rat kiéu

hanh, hay hiéu ring d6 1a th& dién ctia anh em chiing tdi di.

000

Mua dong ngay qua ngay lai cang khic nghiét, nhitng chiéc 14 vang roi
trén dwong lao xao bay lwgn toe Pong sang Tay.

Ngay chon ra thong linh ti€p theo ctia gi¢i Tanuki da k€ ngay sat mdi.
Anh ca t6i di vong vong chao hdi nhitng vi ¢ thyc quyén, dién thuyét &
nhirng hoi kin bi mat dwdi tAng ham dang ngo (may th dai loai nhw “hoi
néi xau sau lung Ebisugawa Soun” &Yy), ban ron t§i mét t6i mili v&i nhitng
thir nghi thirc truyén thdng da dwore nhao nan nén mot cach phirc tap va bi
an cua gioi Tanuki, c6 vé dén thoi gian ngd cling khong ¢6.

K¢é thu khong ddi troi chung cia anh 1a 6ng chi Ebisugawa Soun nha
chiing t6i. Ebisugawa nim trong tay khi th&" ctia k& dirng dau cong xudng
san xua't regu Denki Bran gid, nén cling cé ra't nhiéu Tanuki bi mui hwong
clia loai rworu duwore ché’ tao bi mat nay din dit ma tung hd Soun. Tuy nhién
ngay ca nhtrng Tanuki say xin d6 cling lai khdo nhau: “L& nhw Soun tré
thanh thdng linh thi chic 140 ta s& 1am nhiéu chuyén x4, tha h'd bon rit.
Con té hon l1a khong biét 1do s€ tw lgri d€n mirc nao nira.”

b6 1a di€ém anh cd t6i nham dén. Anh ca tdi ra't cwong triec nén s



khong mang t&i chuyén tw loi dau, nguoc lai con thdy d6 la diéu dang
kinh t&'m ntra.

Gojo, Nanzenji, Gion, Kitayama, Tanukidani Fudo, Yoshidayama, tw
g6c dd nao nhin vao, anh ca va Soun cling mdt chin mot mwoi. Nguoi tong
hop nhitng ¥ ki€n d6 la nhirng vi tredng 130 t6 chiec bau ct & Oto, la
nhirng 6ng cu nhin vao khong thé phan biét v&i nhirng cuc 16ng dinh vao
ném futon.

Mua dong ndm Ay, ¢6 hai chuyén ma moi khi ¢6 ba con Tanuki tdm
tum thi lai dwoc 161 ra ban tan.

Mot 1a chuyén bau ctr thdng linh. Hai 1a n'6i 1au Tanuki cia Cau lac b
ngay thir Sau.

Nguoi ta thwong ndi ba con thi chum lai thi cling nhw tri tué cia Vin
Thu*, nhwng khi chdt @€ chuyén veé sy bao nguoc ciia Cau lac bo ngay thi
Sdu, ching ai ndy ra chit trf tué nao. P&i v&i gidi Tanuki & dat Lac Trung
ma noi, “n'6i 1au Tanuki” d6 dwore coi nhw thién tai dinh ky chdn dong gidi
Tanuki vao mdi dip cudi ndm vay. Piéu d6 rd 1a sai ranh ranh, nguyén hinh
cta Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sau chfmg la gi khac ngoai nhan hoa, nhung dam
Tanuki vin loe mor khong ngd ra dworc.

“Con ngwoi an Tanuki thi ¢6 gi sai trai dau.”

Trudc diy anh thir t6i da ting phat bi€u nhw thé’.

T6i nghi anh néi vay ¢6 y la ngwoi ta phai tuan theo dao ly cida troi.
Nhung nhitng con Tanuki dang bo 10m ngdm trén dwong phd Kyoto hién
dai, vira gid'u cdi dudi di vira sinh sdng an nap, thi chic ching nghi gi dén
may thir nhw dao 1y cla troi dau.

N6i tom lai, 1a vi moi nguoi déu ngd'c nghéch thoi.
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L'an nao ciing vy, khi nhirng ngay cudi nam dén, gi¢i Tanuki & dat
Lac Trung ciing vira coi nhe diéu d6, duia cot “Chéic 1a nim nay toi s& bj &n
mat thoi” vira ti€p tuc s6ng. Khi ¢é ai d6 bi an thit, ho cling s€ run ray bd
16ng va khoéc 16c, nhung sau do lai quén phéng di ma't. Nam nao clng the’
st viéc d6 ctr 13p di 13p lai. That 1a phat huy ban tinh Iwoi nhac sdn c6 dén
cao do ma né trénh nhin thing vao moi nhan hoa dang & trude mét. B&i vi
vay, ho s¢ hdi d&n mirc chi ¢an nghe dén cdi tén Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sau
thoi thi it ¢6 con Tanuki nao van binh thdn duy tri dwoc 1op hoa than. Ci
tht dibng & mor géc dwong ma hét 1€n “Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu dén kia”
ma xem, ddm Tanuki chic hén s& hodng s’ co rim lai r'oi 1an ra gia bd chét
ki€u Tanuki khong chtra m6t con.

C6 th€ néi 1a con xa 1dm mdi dat t&i canh gidi gide ngd dao 1y ca trov
ma chd’p nhin vin ménh.

NE&u néi nhw thé” thi t6i cling chang c6 gi khéc biét ca.

000

Nhwng cir ti€p tuc chii nghia khong chdng cy nhw vay, toi dan tré nén chan
ngd’y. Trd ra mot it cong phu thi van t6t hon chir.

T6i nghi ra ¥y riréng di do xét dong thai ctia Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau
Xxem $ao.

Me tdi td ra ra't lo 1ang, anh cd thi bao: “Thdi 1Am ma’y chuyén thira thii
dé di.” Em trai t6i cling ra't hodng so.

“Con dinh t&i chd dng Yodogawa do hoi chuyén d6 xem sao.”

“Liéu c¢6 on khong?”



“A, Tan trwée con thir xAm nhip vao bon ho roi, hdéa ra lai an binh
ngoai du tinh.”

T6i ding 16t héa than thi mwoi tdm, mot sinh vién dai hoc 16i thoi.

O khu vuc xung quanh Hyakumanben*®, n€u ¢é mét hoc sinh dai hoc
nhé€’ch nhac di lang thang thi cling chgng ai chi y may dau.

T6i di bd ra khdi ring thiéng Tadasu bang qua séng Takanogawa.
Nhim hwdng Hyakumanben, t6i nho’ cdy vao cdi tim danh thiép nhau nhi
da nhan dwoc tir gido sw Yodogawa ma ti€p tuc buwdc di. Phong nghién ctiru
clia gido sw c6 v& ndm trong khoa Nong hoc. Tdi bing qua canh cOng clia
co’ s& phia Béc, tha'y vd s6 14 ngan hanh dang nhdy mda trong con gié lanh
roi nhudm mat dwong thanh mot mau vang ryc. Ca nguoi toi cling run Ién
ban bat. Trong san treong dai hoc khi nhirng ti€t hoc cudi cuing trong nam
cling da két thic, s6 lwong hoc sinh di qua lai cling giam, tao cam gidc that
am dam.

Phong nghién ctru ciia gido s Yodogawa nim & mdt géc trén ting ba
cua toa nha khoa Nong hoc.

Tdi gb ctra r'oi bude vao, tha'y dé 12 mot ciin phong rong c6 sip nhirng
cdi ban gd sat twong, & trung tAm 12 mot cdi ban mau tra cé dit Am dun
bing dién. O quanh cdi ban 4y, mot sinh vién nam mic 4o thi nghiém tring
dang vira say swa noéi chuyén gi dé v&i gido s Yodogawa vira nh&m nhap
mot 14t cét tron cta than ciy gd. That khong hd danh phong nghién ctru cia
ngwoi ¢6 y chi dn u6ng manh mé nhw gido s Yadogawa, mén an vit ldc
ba gio lai 14 14t cét tron cla than ciy gd! Tdi cdm phuc nghi vdy, nhung
nhin k¥ lai thi héa ra d6 1a ma’y lat banh baumkuchen* khong 16 dén dd
khong the dinh nghia la @6 an vat dworc.

“Y twdng thi vi &y, Suzuki.”
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Gido sw vira nhai banh nh'dm nhodm vira néi. “Nhung ching gidp ich
gi trong thyc t&” dwgrc nhi?”

“Pung vy day a. Chaalng gidp ich gi dwore hét. Chi can thd vi théi 1a
dworc r'oi, cude doi vy mai vui vé chir, that day.”

Hai nguoi d6 néi vay r'oi bat cuoi.

Khi t6i ca't ti€ng, ca hai ngwoi déu quay lai nhin. Vi gido sw dang nh'6i

',’

banh baumkuchen vao miéng mit sang 1én néi “O 6!” Nust mot miéng
banh that 1én, 6ng ta tiép tuc: “O kia, 13 cdu ddy al”

“T6i mang anh chyp hém tredc dén diy a...”

“Anh 2, ¢6 chup anh liic d6 sao?”

“O trén san throng toa nha no 2y.”

“A! A! That 12 quy héa qud! Bitc anh chup chung véi co &y, that quy
héa!”

Anh sinh vién lam mot ban mat qudi di. “Btrc anh chup chung hai
nguwoi sao, gido sw? Thay dang choi dlia voi ngon ltra ngeoii In day a? La
dan diu tinh ai sao?”

“Dan diu tinh 4i céi gi ch, Suzuki! Thay dau cé dua voi Ika liéc gi

“Puore r'oi dwore roi. Em khong ¢6 hirng chd miii vao cudc song riéng
tw cha gido sw dau. Bay gic em xin phép di lam may thi chang c6 ich loi
thue t& g1 day.”

Cau sinh vién voi va ding diy, nh6di nhét ma&y manh vun banh
baumkuchen vio miéng. “Phong nghién citu sip stra d6n nim mdi roi.”

N6i thé roi Suzuki ra ngoai.

To61 dwa ra tAm anh no.



b6 1a album dnh ky niém d&m mua thu &'y, sau khi ra khoi Cau lac b
ngay th Sdu, Benten, vi gido sw va tdi, ba ngwoi da dao choi trén bau trovi
phd” Teramachi vé dém. Birc anh chuyp gido s Yadogawa dang twoi cuoi
hét c& cung v&i Benten trén mat hién nu cwoi 18y 1€, ding bén canh cay
phong 14 d6 moc trén mdt san thweng, d€n ca toi cling thady ty man la mot
birc anh chup rd't tot. D6 1a b&i vi khi lam viée & ti€ém mdy anh cii cia 6ng
Iwayasan Kinkobo, toi chzalng hé lo’ 1a viéc trau d'6i ky nang chup anh.

Vi gido su cwdi néi hén hé nhu thi€u nit, mit ngoi sdng.

“Pep qud! L4 phong dd cling ra't dep, nhung Benten con dep hon! That
la y nhw ti€n ntr.”

Sau khi da cung tro chuyén vé nhirng ky niém ctia dm &y cling v&i vé
dep cua Benten, t6i m&i hoi: “Chuyén chuan bi cho n'6i lau Tanuki ndm
nay th&¢" nao roi a?”

Vi gido sw nhiu may, 1ic dau. “Chuyén d6 ha, khong xudi chéo mat mai
dwgrc.” N6i roi 6ng thé dai.

“Lan tredre van ém dep, vy ma... N&u tdi bi khai trir khoi hdi thi phai
xin 10i cha t6i ma't thoi.”

Nhirng thanh vién cia Cau lac b ngay thir Sau thay phién nhau nhén
trach nhiém chuan bi cho n'6i lau dém tat nién. That ra du ndi 14 “nhin
trach nhiém chuéh bi” nhung chang phai 1a dirg b&p dau, co’ ban chuyén
d6 c6 nghia la tim dueg'c mot con Tanuki ngon lanh lam nguyén liéu. Con
6" thanh vién bj gidi han & bdy nguwoi, nén ct bdy ndm mdt Ian, mdi thanh
vién phai vat hét tri tué ra tim moi cach d€ ki€m dwoc mot con Tanuki.
Néu may thanh vién trong hoi ma ngdc ngh&ch thi ddm Tanuki & Lac
Trung d dworc an On r'oi, dang tiéc ring ho déu ra't khéo 1éo khon ngoan.

Theo nhw tdi dwoc biét thi tw tredc d€n nay chwa ¢ Tan nao ma Cau lac bd



ngay thit Sdu khong th€ dn lau Tanuki vao ngay ta't nién ca. Thé r6i nam
nay trach nhiém tim bit mot con Tanuki ddng thwong la do gido sw
Yodogawa dam nhiém.

“An thijt Tanuki Chéng van minh ti nao. Moi ngwei nén bo di thi hon.”

“Nhuw thé” thi khong dwoc.”

“Chaalng phai gido sw ra't thich Tanuki ddy sao? Viéc gi phai cd' y an th
dang yéu dén vay chir.”

“T61 n61 ro1 ma, toi yéu thich chung d€n mudn an thit ching luon.”

“Gido s khong tha'y dau long sao?”

“Du c6 dau 10ng di ching nita, toéi vAn ci dn. An c6 nghia 1 yéu ma.”

“Cha, vay n€u th€ nay thi sao? Vi du nhw d6 la con Tanuki ma ngay
xwa gido sw da ctru mang. Con Tanuki dang yéu da quay lai nhin gido sw
khong bi€t bao nhi€u Tan khi tr¢ vé ndi ay. Vi du nhw con Tanuki d6 bi
mang di na'u lau, gido sw ¢6 an dworc khong?”

“CAau néi chuyén tan nhin 1dm day. That 12 mdt Con nguwdi xau xa.”

Vi gido sw cau mat lai. “Céi d6... khi chwa t&i ldc d6, toi khong biét
dwocc!”

“PaYy, ctr thir nhin xem. Gido sw khdng phai dang néi con Tanuki kia thi
an, con Tanuki nay lai khong an hay sao. N€u gido su yéu thworng moi con
Tanuki khong phan biét, thi s€ khong cha’p nhan dwoc sy ba't cong d6. Nhw
thé& 1a ti€u chuan kép day.”

“Maic du tdi néi chwa bi€t th€ nao, nhwng cé bao 1a sé khong an dau.
Chéc 12 tdi sé dn d&y. Chuyén nay ciing 13 do tinh yéu thi thodng khong di
theo 1y ludn ma. Lam gi c6 tiéu chuan kép & dau ra co’ chir.”

'7?

“Nguy bién! B¢ chinh 1a nguy bién



“T6i ldc con tré cling da l1a ni€ém hy vong cia cadu lac bd nguy
bién*dady. Khong, nhwng ding 1a van dé€ nay khé ma né tranh dwoc nhi?”
Vi gido sw than thd. “Ma nay, tai sao cau lai vé phe ung ho Tanuki dén
the™?”

“Gido su ciing vay, tai sao phai khang khang & lai Cau lac b ngay thir
Sau chir? M4y chuyén nhw vay, gido sw nén thoi di thi hon.”

“Cau dung néi ba't can nhw thé” chir. Cu van 1a sinh vién nén ¢ the
binh thdn ma thot ra nhirng th nhw thé, nhung thé” gidi ngwoi 1on cd rat
nhiéu sy tinh chdng chéo da’y. Cudc doi nay cé phai chi y nhir mét ta nhin
thay dau.”

“Cac hoat dong ctia xa hoi Con nguoi that ky quai.”

“C6 nhirng thit khong biét thi t6t hon. Cling c¢6 nhirng thir khéng th€
khong bi€t, mot ngay nao doé ta s€ nhéan ra, n€u khong biet dén thi s€é khong
vuot qua ching dwgce dau.”

“DAu sao, toi van hy vong moi viéc sé to't dep.”

“U’. Phai c& len.”

Vira n6i nhu the’, 4nh mét vi gido sw vira td vé lo ling. C6 18 6ng sé& that
bai trong viéc tim bt mdt con Tanuki théi.

T6i cam tha’y that an long.
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Tw khu ph6” van phong cia dwong Karasuma vira ré vao dwong Rokkaku,
c6 ngbi chila thir mwoi tdm trong s& ba mwoi ba chlia cia Saikoku*, goi 1a

chtia Shiunzan Choho. Noi 8y ¢6 Luc Gidc Pwong vo cung noi ti€ng,
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nhwng trong san chiia con ¢ mot thir noi ti€ng khac nira. D6 1a mot tang da
hinh luc gidc dwgre goi la Kaname hodc Heso. “Heso” nghia la cdi ron, y
chi trung tAm ctia Kyoto, né dwoc goi vy vi truyén thuyét k& rang khi doi
d6 vé manh da't nay, Thién hoang Kanmu da 18y tang da d6 lam di€m mdc
ma vach ra pho x4.

“No6i chuyén xuwa 14c tr mot ngan hai tram nam trwdece, that tin khong

A% 99

noi.

Nhitng ngwoi néi nhw thé’, s€ con gap chuyén khac kho tin hon.

Tang da dwgc goi 1a Heso thue sy khong con ton tai trén thé gidi nay.

Né&u vay thi hién tai, cdi tdng d4 luc gidc ky quai nam don doc trong
khu6n vién chiila Choho v6n la cdi gi? That ra d6 1a thr giong nhw tang da
Heso ma khong phai tang da Heso, néi cich khéc chinh 1a “da Heso gia”,
do Tanuki héa than thanh day.

Diing 12 v& vah, chéic s& c6 nhiéu nguwdi néi nhwr the'.

bing 1a vo van, ldc con bé tdi cling nghi thé’. “Cheamg phéi day chi Ia
tang da thoi sao?” Téi nghi. “Chaalng moc 16ng lai tron tudt nhin thin the’
kia, vay ma thit ngao man.”

D6 1a cai tudi ma t6i nhay cam nhw thiy tinh, cé th€ gian dir voi bat cir
thir gi.

Con Tanuki nho Ia toi lic &y rat gan da va dwoc ky vong nhiéu &
tweong lai, da 1én vao chtia Choho vao lic nira dém, lam du moi cach d€
choi xau “Ngai da Heso”.

Ti nhv dung 16ng chim c6ng thé dwoc tr may ctra hang d6 cO trén
dwong Teramachi ma cu 1ét hon da, dit mot dong nwdc da 1om 1én hon da,

dit 1én mady t&m hinh cic em gai Tanuki dang yéu, chia ra mot dia chim



nwong thom phirc. TA't ca chi 1a boc 16 cha tinh hi€u ky don thuan cua toi
ma thoi. T6i dd suy tinh ring néu nhw “Ngai d4 Heso” qua that 13 mdt con
Tanuki, hin s& mat binh tinh ma d& 16 cai dudi ra thoi. Cudi cung, vi toi di
dén mic bay tro dua cot bi cAm 1a hun khéi tang dd Heso nén bj tém ¢06.

Tro dua tré con cua to6i da khién cho ca gioi Tanuki chan dong, t6i bi
cdc tredng 130 ming mdt tran toi boi, theo tinh than “udn tre tir ldc con
non”. Trong sudt bon thé ky rwedi vira qua, nghe néi chwa hé ¢6 mot con
Tanuki nao bi me‘ing dén mirc d6 thé ca. Vi qua so hdi ma t6i nim bep sudt
ntra thang.

Dén biy gio’ toi van coOn nhé ra't ro.

T6i ngdi phia tredc ddt 14 ting, cAm quat gid'y quat phanh phach,
chéng ma’y choc khéi da cudn mu mit xung quanh ting da Heso, khi€n né
rung dong nhr mdt mi€ng thach. Dwong nhw ¢6 cai gi d6 twa 1op 16ng mau
nau moc ra. Tang da Heso chot trd’ nén mém mai nhw mot tAm ném ngoi.
Toi kéu “A!” 1én r'6i cing mét cd nhin cho rd, nhung ngay sau d6 da bj ai
d6 tung ludi bit dwore, “Ngai d4 Heso” sau d6 ra sao, toi ciing khdng quan
sat dwoc ntra.

Khi chua Choho cudi cung cling chdp nhan mé ctra cho t6i, cling 1a sau
ct nghich dai d6 t&i niva nam, lic d6 “Ngai da Heso” tred'c mat t6i chi 1a
mot tang dd binh thwong.

T6i h'6i twdng lai chuyén xay ra trong buoi chiéu mua ha do, r'oi vua

quy rap trén san chiia vira khéc ma xin tha thtr cho sy vo 1€ clia minh.
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B&i vi Ngai dd Heso ra't vi dai, nén khi chirc dau linh gidi Tanuki thay doi,



ching t6i khong th€ khong dén tham va thdong bao cho ngai. Chinh vi 1€ d6
ma moi nguoi trong gidi Tanuki mdi €€ twu vE Luc Giac Pwong.

Cho dén gio hen t6i dirng doc tap chi & mot tiém tap hda gan dé r'oi
thong tha di bo vé phia Tay dwong Rokkaku. Khong khi sach s€ clia mua
dong tran ngdp phd x4, bau troi xanh bi€c trong veo. Toi day canh ctra
budc vao mot tiém ca phé nim & géc dwong Higashitou, me va anh ca toi
quay lai nhin v&i vé mat ky qudi. Anh ca dang héa than thanh cau thi€u gia
tré tudi mic trang phuc truyén thdng, me tdi thi vAn mang hinh ddng my
nam theo phong céach Takarazuka.

C6 1€ da kho chju voi viée cho toi dén, nén anh cé lai 16i chuyén Iam
14n tr xa xwa ra néi. “May ma Ngai d4 Heso khong tirc gidn.” Mt anh cau
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co.

“Nhung sau vu d6, Ngai da Heso ciing dwgrc moi nguwoi tran trong
cham séc hon. Me nghi ngai 2y ra't vui day.”

“Me lai nuéng chiéu né nira roi. Me ma ci néi thé, thing Yasaburo né
s& dic y day.”

Ngai da Heso trwdc 16ng chim cdng hay ca nwéng déu nhat quyét
khong phat ra mét ti€ng kéu, qua 1a mdt con Tanuki c¢6 y chi that kién
cwong. Néu khong nhw thé” thi chflng th€ ti€p tuc hda than thanh mot tang
da tw ngay nay sang ngay khac. Tai bi€n hinh vi di€u &y cling mang lai tai
hai, 1a gi¢i Tanuki & da't Lac Trung chi gid vo’ ton kinh ma lanh xa Ngai da
Heso, n&u ndi tring ra thi coi ngai ci¢ nhw “cuc d4 bén dwong”. Trong tinh
th&’ d6 toi lai xud't hién, chitng minh ring Ngai d4 Heso qua that 13 mot con
Tanuki, nén gi¢i Tanuki méi nghi lai rdng: “Ngai ¢4 Heso that 14 gidi”, vi
thé& lai nhiét tinh t&i tham viéng.

“Cai d6 1a nho cdng con d6t 14 ting hun khoi ngai &y day.”



Khi t6i néi vdy, anh ca lai bing bing gidn di. “B&i vAy nén ciu mai la
thang vo dung. Ping c6 nhéc lai maYy céi d6 trong san Luc Gidc Puwong.”

Chrflng may chdc, dira em trai ddng yéu dang c& ging hoc viéc & cong
xwdng ché& tao regru Denki Bran gia da lao vao. Anh ca buc boi néi: “May
dén tré qui.” Em t6i lién néi: “Em xin 16i.” Khi t6i hoi: “Ngay hom nay
cong xwdng khdong dwoec nghi sao?” thi em to6i phung phiu hai ma ma buc
boi tra loi. “Bon Kinkaku choi xdu day viéc cho em.”

“Thoi1 tha cho bon né di.”

Me t6i diu dang néi. “Chi la tro ngdéc &y ma.”

“Pung the".” Anh cé va t6i déu ndi.

Ca nha cung d6ng y nha't tri nhw th€’, ching t6i dirng day roi khdi ghé,
buwde vé hweong Luc Gidc Pwong.

O phia treée canh cdng 16n c6 dén senjafuda*, Tanuki & khip Lac
Trung Lac Ngoai dang tu hop. Nhitng Tanuki van chwa vao trong san chuia
dang quiy quan trong bii git xe va thdp chudng ndm phia bén kia dwong
Rokkaku. C6 ké héa than thanh ngwoi giao sushi, ¢ ngwoi mac do ca sa,
ké lai hoa thanh hoc sinh cta treong dai hoc nir Notre Dame, ciling ¢6 ké
héa than thanh du khach nwdc ngoai nira. Nhin ¢ nhw dai hoi tri€n 1am
thuat hoa than vay.

M4y ga dan 6ng mac vét dirng chit cirng & cong trede, quan 1y nhirng
Tanuki sip bwdc vao. Ching déu deo bing tay mau vang c6 ghi chir kicu
Yose: “Gia tdc Ebisugawa”. T6i kho s& tham nghi phai chang d6 la doan
than vé Ebisugawa dwdi sy chi phdi cta hai thing Kinkaku Ginkaku?
Piing nhu t6i linh cdm, khi nha tdi sip stta budc vao trong khudn vién thi
bi ching hoanh hoe. Ching néi nhirng thir nhw khong th€ tin vao hinh dang

héa than kia dwoc, phéi chirng to chiing tdi 1a ngwoi nha Shimogamo. That
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la nhitng lo’i cdo bude cheamg cdng bing ti no.

Mg t6i 1am bam cau ndi yéu thich: “Cut xuéng dia nguc di”, anh ca thi
gian dir d&n ndi gan xanh, t6i ching néi 167 no ma dp ngudi cd sie day
tAm nguwc ctia ma’y ga dan 6ng dd, em tdi thi bi vang ra lan vong vong.

“MAay ngwoi mau vEé nha di.”

“Bon may m&i phai vé nha d6!”

Cudc tranh cdi vo ich do ct tiép tuc, phia trwde cira tré nén hon loan.
Lic d6 gia tredng ctia nha Nanzenji* dén, thuy€t gido dam than vé nha
Ebisugawa mdt bai, may mén 12 chiing t6i cling da chen dwoc vao san.

Khi di qua ctra, anh Nanzenji tinh tinh von 6n hoa cwoi voi anh ca toi.
“Yaichiro cling gap khé khan qué nhi?”

“That 1a mot canh ma't mat.”

“U bon Ebisugawa ciling ddang lo that, nhwng hdm nay thi dung tranh
cai g1 hét nhé.”

T bau tréi mia dong trong vat, 4anh mit trdi chiéu qua khe hé gitra
céc tda nha, & cudi 4nh ning chinh 13 Luc Gidc Pudng.

O phia dwdi mai hién day nang la kh6i nhang trdm nghi ngut, thi
thodng bi gi6 thoi bay tan loan. Phia tredc Luc Giac Puong ¢6 mot ciy
liéu 16'n, nhitng canh budng xud'ng ctia né dang dong dura.

Tdi dwa mit nhin mot vong quanh san chiia, thdy c¢é nhitng ké dang
ngdy mit nhin 1&n canh liu dong dwa ma lic Iw than minh, k& thi dang bét
chudc mi’y bire twong Pia Tang nhd, ké thi bi thién nga trong h'é nwdc clia
chiia mG nén dang khoc, ké lai trai bat ngdi dwdi mai hién dn com hop,
hodc dang leo 1€n than cay moc day réu xanh, ai ai cting dang phat huy hét

strc ban tinh Tanuki ctia minh.
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Chi ¢6 chd quanh Ngai d4 Heso dang dwoc tho phung 12 yén tinh mot
chiit, nhitng Tanuki c6 tié€ng tim dang c& ging phod ra vé uy nghiém. Me toi
day nguoi anh ca, r€ 1671 qua ddm Tanuki ma di vé hwdng d6. To6i thdy
Ebisugawa ngang mit 1én, nhin anh ca chim cham.

Ching t6i ding & mdt goc cua san chuia ddng nghet, quan sat tinh thé’,
Tw chd rira tay* c6 may con b0 ciu bay lai, nén me vay tay xua ching di.
“Khong, dt 18m roi! Pirng c¢6 1Am phién nira!”

Khi d6 1ii b6 ciu khong c6 chd diu, lai bay viit 1én.

Tbi lor dang trong 1én tda nha Ikebono & phia Bic Luc Gidc Puwong. O
phia Bic bén canh tda nhd nay la dwong Karasuma, noi cd tda nha
Rakutenkai ma nhirng Thién cau sinh sdng & Kyoto cuing s& htru.

Phia trén san thwong cia Rakutendai c6 trong mdt cay anh dao khong
10, khi toi mita xudn thi lai rdi cdnh hoa xudng khu phd van phong cia
dwong Karasuma. L'an dau tién toi gdp go c6 gdi ¢6 tén Benten 1a gitra trin
hoa roi nhr bao tuy€t.

Benten lic 4y vin & bén sw phu Akadama ngdm hoa anh dao roi 14 ta,
c6 1€ vi da gidu kin ban tinh giéng nhw Thién cau ma minh can phat huy
ra, nén co chfmg c6 gi ngoai vé thanh khi€t. Hinh béng ctia ¢6 ngay dé, dén
bay gio’ t0i van cam thdy nhr mot gid'c mo. Liic d6 tdi ra't hay thay mat
cha minh dén tham sv phu Akadama. Cing chinh vi vy ma t61 da dem
long si mé ban Thién cau Benten, v&i than phan Tanuki.

“Ldc do, cha khong con lui t&i chd sw phu Akadama nira nhi? Hai
nguwoi than thi€t véi nhau vdy ma.”

“Thay vao dé, cha da ctt con v&i Yaichiro di, khdng phai sao?”

“DAau c6 th&, su phu hén 12 c6 don 14m. Du sw phu khong mot Tan nao
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n6i 12 mudn cha dén thim, nhung chic dé 1a vi mudn gitr thé dién nén
khong n6i ra dugce.”

“Sw phu Akadama ciing that 1a 1am ngwoi khac mudn bé tay. Sw phu
ldc ndo ciing dét theo cd Benten diing khong? B& Sou ra't khé ddi phé véi
cO Benten.”

“Lic d6 con nghi cd Benten chi 1a mot ¢6 gdi dang yéu thdi. Con khdng
ngo’ 1a mot Tanuki nhw cha lai thdy s¢ hai da’y.”

“Bay gi® k& chuyén nay ra ciing ching c6 ich gi, nheng ma...”

Me tdi néi. “Cé mot Tan, s phu Akadama dit theo co Benten d&n khu
rirng. Lic d6 bd" Sou 1ap tic tré nén khong the€ bién hinh dwoc nira. Cha
céc con da c& ging ra't nhiéu, nhung dit ¢6 1am gi thi khi c6 Benten & bén
ong Ay lai tré nén bat an, ddnh mat 1&p héa than. Ong &y 1a Tanuki gidi
bi€n hinh nha't Kyoto, vy ma...”

“L’an dau tién con nghe chuyén nay day.”

“Chuyén nay bi mat v&i ca than thich ma. Ngoai trir sw phu Akadama
va cO Benten ra thi chgng ai bi€t dau.”

“Cling giong nhw me khi nghe ti€ng sa'm thi mat 1¢p bi€n hinh vay
nhi?”

“Vi thé' nén Sou m&i c& ging khong phai cham mit cd Benten. Ma liic
d6 sw phu du di dau ciing dit theo cd Benten bén ngudi.”

“Vi vay cha m&i d€ con va anh ca di thay mat phai khong?”

“U, 1 nhu the day.”

Me thé dai.

“Mic du da lam cho sw phu Akadama cam thay ¢6 don, nhung cdi d6

ciing 12 sw phu tw 1am ty chiu thdi. Me nghi b& Sou ciing budn 14m.”
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Mot doan thoi kén trumpet 18p 1anh dnh kim rdn rd bwdc qua cong.

bi bo gitra phdi doan d6 1a con Tanuki vi dai da theo got cha t6i thong
linh th& gi¢i Tanuki, Yakasa Heitaro.

Céi tinh thdn mudn bing moi gid dun d4y trach nhiém cfia Niseemon
cho ai d6 khac r6i 1ap t&ec du lich t&i nhitng hon dao phwong Nam thoai
mdi ctia 6ng ta di dwoe phoi bay ro rang bang cdi 40 so' mi chim co sic s&
ching hop véi troi dong tf ndo. Ong nhin ¢6 vé nhw dang chim dém trong
suy nghi, c6 1€ trdi tim da tr6i xa khdi th€ gi¢i Tanuki, bay dat d&€n nhirng
bai bién nhiét d&i mat roi. Anh thai dwong chi€u roi xuéng mat nwoc.
Nhitng con séng vd vé. Nhitng cdp nam nit khde manh vira cwdi néi vira
ném nhirng trdi dwra vao nhau.

Theo sau Heitaro, nhirng chi€c ném ng'6i mém mai do cac vi tredng
ldo Tan lwgt dwore mang vao. Céac vi tredng lao da gan da't xa troi nay da
ma't luén nang lyc bi€n hinh, dwgrc gidi phdng khdi rang budc cua Tanuki
d€ tan hwdng cudc doi lam nhirng qué banh 16ng nho nhd. Bon t6i khi sinh
ra la nhirng qua banh 16ng, dén khi vé gia lai quay v€ lam banh I6ng. Néu
nghi nhw thé’, s& cdm tha’y chuyén nay c6 ah tang y nghia gi d6 ra't siu sic,
nhwng thit ra chealng cé gi ca dau.

“Péng ctra lai!”

D€ nguoi ngoai khéng the dot nhap vao, doan than vé Ebisugawa lam y
Iénh.

Trong mot khuon vién chat hep lai don cirng ngéc bao nhiéu la Tanuki,
chic chén s& c6 chuyén gi d6 xay ra.

Trude khi bit dau budi hop lai xay ra mot vu ndo dong. Nhitng con b'd



cAu trong khudn vién duia nghich quip mot qua banh 16ng bay 1én troi,
doan vac ném vi hoang s’ lam sdu quad banh 16ng con lai cling lan xuéng
da't h&t. Ho hé nhau di bat con b cau lai, gidi ctru dwoc vi tredng 13o ti
cai md chim, nhuwng chinh 6ng cu lai cyc ky binh than, ph€u phao néi: “Cé
gi dau, c¢6 gi dau.” That khong hd danh la tredng 1do. Midc du vay, nhét
nhirng vi tredng 1do bi ngd xudng tr ném ngdi tré lai cdi ném phu hop la
chuyén kho khan. Vi ai n@y d€u la banh 16ng, nén khong phan biét dwoc
bang mét thuong.

Ch:flng ma’y chd'c san chua da on dinh trd lai, Yasaka Heitaro mac 4o so’
mi chim co d&n ding tredc Ngai da Heso. Anh ca t6i cing véi Soun ng6i
xudng, cac tredng 1o ngdi vay quanh ho, & bén ngoai la ddm Tanuki chen
chuc nhau.

“Moi nguoi hay yén tinh di a.”

Yasaka Heitaro vd bung bdm bdp. “Bay gior tdi xin dwoc bit dau hdi
nghi. Truedc tién, t6i xin dwoc gi 1oi cdm on chan thanh d&n ngai
Shiunzan-chohoji vi da dac biét gép cong td chirc budi hdi nghi hém nay.
Sau d6 t6i cling xin gwri lo'i cdm ta cac bac tredng 1do dd dé€n tham du gitra
lic ban rdn. Cudi cung, trede khi ti€n hanh hdi nghi, ching t6i cling ra't
cam kich d6n nhan nhirng loi vang y ngoc tir Ngai da Heso. By gio t6i sé
doc nhirng 1oi &y, xin moi ngwoi ding 1€n.”

Nhirng Tanuki & trong sdn nha't loat ding 1én.

“Trovi da lanh r'éi, can than dieng bi cdm ctim. Cam cdm chinh 1a ngu6n
gdc ctia moi bénh tat! Ngai néi nhw thé” day a.”

Nhitng con Tanuki & trong san nhat loat cii dau kinh can roéi ngoi
xudng.

Yasaka Heitaro cti dau lam 1€ tredc Ngai da Heso roi dwa mét lai nhin



dam Tanuki & trong san.

“Bay gio h'6i twdng lai, sy ra di dot ngdt clia 6ng Shimogamo Soichiro
thong linh doi trede d6i vori gidi Tanuki chiing ta 1a mét cd sd'c, mot ton
tha't chua ting c¢6. Cam gidc dau don nhw dirt rudt gan &'y, dén bay gior van
con chwa phai nhat. Toi dodn ring quy vi dang té tyu vé diy trong long
cling ¢6 nhitng cam xidc nhw vdy. Ong Shimogamo Soichiro 13 mot Tanuki
phi thwong khong xua't hién Man thit hai, 1a miu myc caa gi¢i Tanuki. Mot
con Tanuki fdm thwong nhw téi day lai dwoe giao cho trong trach thay thé
ong Ay tré thanh Niseemon, khi&n tdi kinh hoang khon xiét. VAt va 1dm toi
m&i dam dwong dwge trong trach nay, cling 1a nho sy giip do cda céac vi
dang té tyu & day, cling nhw moi Tanuki dang s6ng & Lac Trung Lac
Ngoai. Hom nay t6i xin giri d&n quy vi 1o cdm ta sdu sic.”

Vo tay.

Thé roi Heitaro ding hing 14y giong, dwa mét nhin anh ca t6i va Soun.
“Ti€p theo...”

“Veé vi tri Niseemon m&i, ¢6 hai ngwoi tng ¢t 1a cdu Shimogamo
Yaichiro va 6ng Ebisugawa Soun. By gic, tdi mudn thong bao mot cach
chinh thirc cho Ngai da Heso biét.”

Anh ci va Soun ding diy, dwa mét lwdm nhau, cii dau v&i nhitng
Tanuki & trong san. “Oi cha”, ti€hg 6n 20 ron 1én nhw ti€hg sdo tric.
Heitaro lai v bung. “Yén ling ndo.”

Thé& r'6i anh ca t6i cung Soun cidi dau that thap vai chao Ngai da Heso.
Ho ti€n 1én phia trwede, chi hoi cham vao Ngai da Heso.

V0 tay.

Anh ca t6i va Soun ridt lui ng'6i xudng, Heitaro lai n& nu cwoi man

nguyén.



“Nhu the, viéc thong bdo cho Ngai d4 Heso da ket thic. Ti€p theo, vé
nhitng chuyén sip tdi, téi c6 may viéc nghi nén thdng bdo cho moi ngudi
d€ trung ciu y kién. PAu tién, theo y cdc tredng ldo, cudce hop sé dién ra
vao tdi ngay hai mwoi sdu thaing Mwoi hai, tai quan Sensuiro & Kiyamachi.
Moi nguoi ¢6 ¥ ki€n nao khac khong a?”

Pam Tanuki trong san am w chfmg ban tan gi.

“Vay toi s€ xem nhw khong cé y ki€n phan ddi. Ti€p tuc, mdt chuyén
ntra. Theo thong 1€ thi vao dip quyét dinh théng linh cia gi¢i Tanuki,
ching ta s€ dwgc chao don cic ngai Thién cau ndi Kurama lam nguoi
chirng kién. Tuy nhién, ngai Teikinbo da lién lac v&i t6i 1a do c6 van dé vé
duwong rudt nén s& khong th€ dén dwoc. Khi tdi néi ring chiing ta mudn
nho ngai Thién cau nao d6 khac tham dw, thi ngai &y da néi ‘Vay thi toi
nhwong cho Yakushibo da’y!” Vi vay, Ian nay t6i nghi ching ta s€ moi ngai
Nyoigadake Yakushibo tham dw. Moi ngwoi ¢6 y ki€n gi khong?”

C6 nhi€u con Tanuki quay dau nhin nhau, nhung khéng cé y ki€n phan
do1 nao dwoc néu ra.

Heitaro gat dau.

“Vay toi s€ xem nhw khong cé ¥ ki€n phan d6i. Thé” thi cudc hop cua
céc tredng ldo s& dién ra vao dém ngay hai mwoi sdu thang Muoi hai tai
quan Sensuiro & Kiyamachi. Ngay hom dé ching ta s& chao dén ngai
Nyoigadake Yakushibo dén chung vui. Xin hét.”

Ta't ca Tanuki trong san im lang. Heitaro cé vé khé xtr, ngay ra mot lic.
Thé& r'6i nhw da tinh ra, ong ta néi: “HOm nay két thic & day.”
Nhitng con Tanuki & trong san rap ngwoi nhwe mot dot séng, r'oi tré nén

"0n a0 nhon nhao.
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Nhitng cdy 14 dd trong thanh phd hdu nhw da trat hét 14, nhwng to ddy
thung liing phéng mét nhin 1&n nhitng ngon nii xa van con thd'y mau dd va
cam tran tr'é, nhin mém x6m x6p. Mic di mau ctia ndi non nhin van c6 vé
am ap, nhwng thanh phd da trd nén lanh di. Nhirng ciy ting moc san sat
nhau ¢& tam giac song Kamogawa da dwoc quan 1op chi€u c6i quanh bung
de€ chuan bi cho mua ddng lanh 1€o v6 cluing ctia Kyoto.

Nhin nhirng cdy tung quan bung nhw viy, toi lai nhd* d€n chuyén anh
ca moi I'An cdm tha’y tuyét vong déu chay vong quanh cio xé nhirng tA'm
chi€u quan ciy. Anh ca gio da la gia tredng cia nha Shimogamo, thwong
hay méng md nghiém khic nhitng thing em vo dung, vy ma lai c6 ldc
chim dim vao théi quen xau vd ich nhw the. MAYy cay tung kho'n khd tw
dung bi anh xé rach 1op 16t bung d€ xa gian, ma t6i 1a ngwoi di loanh
quanh quan lai chi&u cho maYy than ciy ciing vat va 1am.

Cai ngay vi tri Niseemon dwoc quy€t dinh 1a ngay hai mwoi sau thang
Muoi hai, cling 1a ngay cha toi tré thanh n'6i 1au Tanuki nam xwa.

Ngay &y cang dén gan, thi me t6i cang 16 rd vé ma't binh tinh.

Du t6i ¢6 16i me dén tiém bi da & dau Tay cau lon Kamo di ntra, ba
cling khong tap trung dwoc. Hay lic dwa cho me anh Takarazuka ba ciling
chi khit khit mii. C& ldc anh ca va em trai tdi ra khéi rirng thi me lai lo
lang liéu ho c6 tré vé nha binh yén vd sy khong, khi tdi ra khdi rieng ciing
vay.

Ngay hom d6, em trai tdi d€n cong xwdng lam rwou Denki Bran gia
mai chwa vé, me cung t6i di qua di lai trén con dwong tham dén

Shimogamo cho dgii. Me deo mot céi dién thoai di dong trén ¢6. Lic em



trai tOi ra khoi cong xwdng Denki Bran gia, né cé goi dién vé, nhung tw lic
d6 dén gio’ ciing da lau r'oi.

Me dwa mét nhin 187 vao dwong 1én dén, néi: “Me mirng vi Yajiro dang
la con €ch & trong gi€ng.”

“Tai sao vay a?”

“B&i vi nd la €ch nén cheamg lo bj bit dem di nau 1au Tanuki. N&u
Yajiro khong phdi 14 &ch, me lai ¢6 thém mot dira phai lo ling, dau 6c s&
phét dién Ién ma't thoi.”

“Hay ta bdo Yashiro ding dén céng xwdng nra? Khong c6 tién nha
minh van s6ng dworc thoi. Ching ta 12 Tanuki ma.”

“C6 phdi nhw thé” dau.”

Me t6i vay vay dudi tiec gin.

“Chuyén xin vao lam 1a do bd Sou ma, me dau tuy tién rit lui duorc,
néu gitra chirng bd cude thi ching biét phia Ebisugawa s& néi vé van gi.
Hon ntra, n€u lam thé€, thi ai s€ chi tién mua vé Takarazuka day?”

“Muc dich ctia me la thé” chi gi? Tién lwong lam cho tiém mdy anh cia
con van con daYy.”

“Nhung Yashiro ciing néi néu bd viéc thi tiéc 1dm.”

Me t6i bat cuoi. “That dang cdm phuc nhi?”

“Thang bé &y tir ltic ndo da khong con 1a em bé nira r'oi. Néu con ma
phadi 1am viéc cho cong xwdng cta hai thing Kinkaku v&i Ginkaku, thi
chic chflng chiu dgeng dvoc qua ba ngay dau.”

“Sou ciing biét th&’, nén dau hira hen bt con phai 1am & d6. Nhung con
cling khong th€ chay lwoi, phai lam viéc di. Lam viéc s€ ki€m dwore tién,

roi con mua vé Takarazuka cho me.”



“Nhung me a, dao nay me cling dau thich di xem kich nwa ding
khong?”

“Chi 12 by gi® chéng c6 théi gian hay tim trang dAu ma di. Nhung khi
nim méi t&i, chac me s& lai di day.”

Trong lic ching t6i dang tdn giu nhw thé, thi nhin thd’y béng em trai
toi & con dwong 1én thim dén, dang chay veé phia ching toi.

Me tdi théd phao nhe nhom.

Chuyén anh ca toi vé tré cing 12 ngudn con lo 1ang clia me. C6 1& cam
thay ngay hai mwoi sdu thaing Muoi hai 1a ngay dinh ménh, anh ca khong
ngirng nghi chay ling xiing trong gi¢i Tanuki d€ chuih bi. Me tdi lo ldng
cho strc khde clia anh. Dét theo tdi va em trai, me d&n ctra hang ban d'6 gia
ré gom ca ndi thirc udng dinh dwong r'6i ép anh t6i udng, dit anh ra't chén
chu.

“Udng hét chwng nay con s€ bi chay mau mili mat, me oi!” Anh ca kéu
1én hodng hot. “Con khdng udng dwoc nwra dau!”

“Chay mau mii th6i ma, c¢6 gi dau.”

Me vira x€p nhirng chai nwdc dinh dwong ra vira cwong quyét noi.

“Dau sao day ciing 12 thoi khic quan trong ma.”

000

Ngay Dong chi, ter budi sang trori da muwa 1ay phay, khi€n phd xd Kyoto
Xxam xit &m wot, that 1a mdt ngay lam mong lanh cong.
Dau ¢4 rAm 10ng dén dau, Tanuki cling van ra't ghét miia dong. Anh ca

va em trai toi d4 ra khoi nha tir s'm, nhuwng toi thi xin 16i khong lam dworc.



Trong modt ngay khic nghiét nhw the’ ndy ma con chay t&i chay lui 1am céi
mong wot siing thi qua that 1a dinh cao ctia s ngu ngd'c, ngwoi ta can phai
co minh an ndu dwdi tan cdy noi mwa khdng lot xudng dwoc co.

N&m cudn minh trong O 1a kh6 nha'm nhdp banh mochi, t6i can than
chu y bao vé cai mong, nhung me da chay t&i goi.

“Liic ndy Yaichiro vira mé&i goi cho me dd’y. Con mau dén chd sw phu
Akadama di.”

T6i gidu minh vao sau dwdi 16p 14 rung.

“Bay gio’ con dang d¢& viéc ma't roi.”

“Khong phai con chi dang gitr Am cho cdi mong cia minh thdi sao?”

“Néu mong bi lanh s& sinh di chirng bénh ma me. Phai gitr Am can
thadn m&i dwoe!”

“Hinh nhw sw phu Akadama di néi ring khong mudn tham dy budi hoi
nghi quyét dinh vi tri Niseemon. Ong &Yy lai khién moi ngwdi khé xi roi.”

“Ngwdi néi rang mudn sw phu tham gia 13 6ng Yasaka phdi khong?
Con nghi éng ta phai c6 chuan bj tredc roi chir.”

“Khong c6é dau, chuyén dot ngdt qua ma. Moi ngudi dang khé xir 14m.
B&i vy m&i nhd va con, vi néu 1a con thi ¢6 khi su phu s& ling tai nghe

ay.”

“Sao ctr ldc thuén tién l1a ho lai danh gid con cao qua vay! Con v&i su
phu dau than thiét toi mic d6.”

“Me da 1o hira l1a s€ bao con dé€n nha sw phu ngay roi. Nén mau di. Bi
di nao!”

Mg t6i thdi bay dam 14 kho, roi da toi ra khoi tan cay. Sw tir thi ném

con cua ching xuéng day vuc, Tanuki thi ném con ctia ching ra khoi 0 14



kh6é &m 4p vao gitta man mwa mua dong. That la cheamg ra lam sao. Trong
Idc t6i lau bau thi lai suyt ntra bi me d4d vao mong.

“Con biét roi. Con di ddy, con di ngay bay gio’ day!”

“That 1a... Anh trai dang gap kho khin, ma dira em lai ¢6 the€ thong tha
ngo6i swdi mong dworc sao?”

Me gian dir néi. “Tién thé nhé mua cho me thirc udng dinh dwong tw
phd mua sidm Demachi, d&€ me bit Yaichiro uong.”

T6i ndi 1o gia biét vai cdi 6 A'm ém thodi mai, t rieng thiéng Tadasu di
vé hudng phd” mua sdm Demachi.

Khi bing qua cAu Aoi nhin vé phia Bic, tdi thd'y nhitng ngon nii bj
may bao phi nhr moc ra béng gon. Dong nwdc mau xam chdy cudn cudn
dwdi chan cau. Chd y d€ lam dudi minh khong bi wot hét mirc ¢ the, toi
cam du that can than.

Tdi cham rdi ti€n vdo khu phd mua sim Demachi dang vang vong
tiéng muwa, r€ ngang dén trwdc tda nha mang tén chung cw Masugata, gip
mot ddm nguoi vira m&i dao thodt tir phong cia sw phu ra, dang ding chen
chic & dwdi chian ciu thang. Bi mot ddm Tanuki bién hinh déng ddo xong
vao nha, sw phu khé chiu ciing la di nhién théi. C6 vé bon ho khong giai
quyét duegrc chuyén can xoay x¢&. Khi t6i vira néi “Yasaburo ddy, xin céc vi
thir 18i”, thi ddm dong Tanuki dang tim tum v&i nhau ri ram. “O, Yasaburo
da toi r'oi day nay.”

To6i di qua dam Tanuki 1én trén Tau, bwdc vao can phong nhd hep cua
sw phu.

O bén trong phong bdn chi€u rwoi, sw phu Akadama dang mac mot bd
40 trong nga vang ng'di x&p bang quay lwng lai phia bén nay, vira ddn mét

nhin mét cudn tranh vé vira méc mii. O tredc phong bdon chi€u rwdi la



cdng vat regu ngot Akadama dang x€p thanh hang, tr ranh gioi d6 xudng
phong bép ra hanh lang toan la nhirng con Tanuki lon dang pht phuc,
khong c6 chd nao d€ dit chan.

“A, xin that 1&.”

“Purng c6 gidm 1én, dirng gidm 1én, Yasaburo.”

Anh ¢4 bj tdi 16 chan gidm phai beén kéu 1én.

“Pau dudi thé’ nao ha anh?”

“Ching tién trién dwoc tf teo ndo. Bay gi moi nguwdi da ting cdng vat
1&€n r'6i, nhung cling cheamg dat dwoc gi cd. Khong phai sw phu dang co vit
ching ta dwgrc chirng nao hay chwng &y da’y che?”

Sw phu Akadama Ién ti€ng. “Tao nghe thd’y hét da’y, Yaichiro.” Anh ca
toi giat minh, voi phd phuc xuéng. Nhirng con Tanuki khac cling vdi va
thao chay vé phia hanh lang. T61 cui thap lung ti€n lai gan, quy gdi chinh
toa phia trwed'c can phong trai chiéu.

“Sw phuy, sw phu o1. Con 1a Shimogamo Yasaburo, dén bai ki€n sw phu
day.

“Pén bai ki€n lam gi chi? Tao nho 1a dau c6 goi may.”

“Sw phu dwrng gidn ddi nita ma. Nguwoi cit coi nhwr d6 1a mot budi tiéc
ta't ni€én, dén tham dv thi ¢é lam sao dau.”

“On 20. Tao tha chét con hon thd’y rworu clia minh bj 14n 16ng 14.”

“That ra thi sw phu dang ¢6 d6i chit vui mwng ding khong?”

“Caigico!?”

Suw phu Akadama quay ngodt lai, mit dd phirng phirng, khi¢h dam
Tanuki dang chen chuc trong nha bép thdo chay tya nhw séng tri€u rut di,

chi con lai minh t6i ng'di d6. Bén anh ca tdi cling cudn gbi chay ma't, that



d4ng thwong hai. Nhung c6 18 vi vin con ky trc cay ding clia T4n vi c6 thdi
gi6 16¢c ma 1am gid’y vé sinh bay loan xa kia, sw phu chi gwo'm mét nhin toi
ma khong bdc phat con gian dir. Tdi ciing khong can ging sirc bién hinh
thanh bo lam gi.

Ching bao lau sw phu hit mii r6i lai quay mit vé hudng bic tranh
cuon.

Phong bon chi€u rwdi tré nén yén lang, ngoai trir ti€ng mua roi 16p
dop thi khong con Am thanh nao khéc. T6i van khong néi, nhin 1én tAm
lwng cong cong cua sy phu. Nhin ¢ nhw xwong sdng gy gudc cia dng &y
dang noi 1én dwdi 1op 4o trong vang & vay.

Thé r'oi sw phy cham xi ga, thé ra mot 1an khéi day dic. Ong 6m 13y
con daruma ndm & bén canh, néi ling 1&.

“Yasaburo nay.”

“Vang.”

“Mau di mua béng ngody tai di. Né&u tai bj ngira c¢6 khi tao s€ thdi gid
16'c day. Tao thoi that daYy.”

“Con bi€t ro1 a. Con s€ mau chong thu x&p ngay.”

“Céi buoi hodi nghi cia dam Tanuki do6, tai sao tao khong di khong
dwoc?”

“Ching con kinh can cau xin sw phu! Néu sw phu khdng cé mat thi
khong the bit dau duwoc. Tanuki & khip Lac Trung Lac Ngoai déu dang
cho dén nhirng loi vang ngoc ctia nguoi.”

“Sao tao cam giac nhw la ddm Kurama thdy chuyén nay phién phirc
nén day sang cho tao vay nhi?”

“Né&u néi thing ra thi ding 1a vay that.”



“Tao cling da nghi th¢’ ma.”

Sw phu 6m con daruma, gid vo khéc, ddnh rim mot cdi 16 to.

“M3aYy tro nhw lga chon dau linh cho ddm Tanuki, chuyén nham chéan
nhr vy may néi lam sao c6 th€ phlit hgp v&i tao dwoe ha? Bon may giodi
1&m, lai mudn d'dn ép tao vao vai trd ndy. Cling hét nhw ddm nhdi ranh
Kurama dé. Tao 1a Nyoigadake Yakuboshi, k& tirng nim trong tay vén
ménh qudc gia! Cdi thir nhw bon may ciing mu6n lgi dung tao sao? C tim
dai mot Thién ciu nao dé sin gan bén dit t&i thi s& git dwoc thé dién,
thodt khoi tinh thé nguy cap chir gi? Pai ¥ bon may 1a thé chir gi!? Trong
cai ddm ching may, liéu c6 du chi mot con Tanuki that Iong ton kinh tao
khong? Th& nao? Khong phai dira nao dira nd’y bon may, trong cdi bung
rAm 16ng déu dang the lwdi ché’ gi€u tao hay sao?”

Sw phu ngit 1o & d6, cdi dau xudng traim miic.

Céi chuyén su phu d3 tirng nim van ménh qudc gia, tam thoi khong
ban t&i thi t8t hon. Chuyén s phu c¢6 tirng nim vAn ménh clia b Pong
Kamogawa hay khong ciling con chwa rd nira kia.

T61 nhich dau gob1 tién 1én.

“Ngai Pai Thién cau Nyoigadake Yakushibo liéu c6 can sy ton kinh
cia may the nhw mot ddm banh 16ng khéng? Sy kiéu hanh cda sw phu
chéng 1€ 1a vi dwgrc Tanuki ton kinh ma ra? Vi duge ton kinh nén m&i ¢6
th& kidu hanh? Chéc chdn chéng phai nhimg ly do v& van nhw the roi. Sw
phu kiéu hanh vi ban than chinh l1a Thién cau. Du Tanuki hay Con ngwoi ¢
the lwdi ché” gi€u di ching nira, vi ngwdi vi dai d&€n ndi khong thé nghi ngor
dwgrc nén maéi 1a Thién cau, khdng phai vy sao?”

St phu van 6m con daruma, khong néi gi.



“Nhung gi sw phu néi ldc nay, Yasaburo con dady s€ chon chdt trong coi
long.”

T61 noi. “Nén sw phu xin hdy quén di.”

St phy khut khit mi. “Um.”

“Bao bon chiing chuan bj riegru di. N&u noi hirng thi tao s€ toi.”

Chéc han su phu s€ d&n roéi. Toi vira the lwdi ra trong bung thi sw phu
vira vud't ve con daruma vira néi. “Yasaburo nay. May c6 phai vira nghi tao
nha't dinh s€ t&i hay khong?”

“That khong hd danh 1a sw phu, di gudc trong bung con.”

“Céch suy nghi cia ddm Tanuki ching may, tao bi€t tong ca. Dung la
mot bon ngdc.”

T61 phtl phuc trén van 16t ctia nha bép.

Sau khi t6i trao doi xong v&i sw phu roi budce ra, ddm Tanuki chen
chic nu6t nwdc bot cho dgi. “Sao roi, sao roi?” Pwoc moi ngwoi hoi thé,
t6i n6i “Chéc s& d&n da’y.” Pam Tanuki ai nd’y déu thé phao nhe nhdm.

“Tot rou, tot ro1.” “Cudi cung cing thu x€p xong.” “May qud.” - ho
xOn xao nhu vay.

Anh ca v0 vai toi, “May qud,” anh néi. “Diing 1a con Tanuki nao ciing
c6 di€m manh gi d6.”

“Anh that la ba't lich sy!”

000

Vi cdi méng tdi da bi mwa lanh lam wét, nén di ngdm minh trong nwde that

nong thi hon.



May thay hom nay lai 12 Pong chi, nén t6i di tim nwdc ngdm yuzu*.

Sau khi rit lui khdi ciin hd cda s phu Akadama, tdi di d&n nha tim
cdng cdng, tram minh vao nwde néng.

Trong 4nh sdng xuyén qua nhitng & ctra s& lap kinh trén cao, tdi vira
ngam nhin 1an hoi neédc néng mang mui hwrong trdi yuzu dang xoay cudn,
vira cah than suwdi 4m cdi mong. Anh ca ndi rang minh ct ngtti mii yuzu 1a
hit xi, nén khong budc vao nha tdm cong cong. Anh du ludn lam ra bd kiéu
hanh, nhung chi ¢4n cin vién keo ngdm ho 12 mit sach uy nghiém, c6 1&
cling 1a vi 1y do d6. Chuyén t6i chwa bao gio bi cdm cim 1la vi ndm nao
ciing nd lyc siéng ning di tim yuzu, vy ma anh ca lai vién ra cdi diéu mé
tin “MA’y thang ngu thi khong bao gid bi cdm ca”, khi&n toi gian run.

Nhan lic khong c6 ai & ddy, tdi nhdy vao bé tim v&i hinh dang tir thud
lot 1ong, cho mong ndi 1én r'6i héa thanh trai yuzu. Trong khi choi duia nhw
vy, tr mOng minh tdi ¢6 cdm giac that 1a thién ha thdi binh. Truedc khi
bi€n c6 xay tdi, dai khai c6 1€ s€ ¢6 cam gidc nhw thé nay day.

Sau khi cha t6i di vé th& gidi bén kia, nhirng tranh cii lién mién v&i
nha Ebisugawa da roi vao tinh th&€” khong khoan nhwong, va dinh di€m la
cudc chi€n xoay quanh cdi gh€ Niseemon. Nhwng t6i cam thdy hoi mét
mdi roi. Tanuki la loai sinh vat yéu cam gidc thai binh. Nha't 1a khi ngdm
minh trong nwdc néng, tinh yéu thwong 4y sé tudn trao nhw nude diy ap
trong b& tim vay. P&i v&i gidi Tanuki thi thdi binh nghia 1a gi? D6 1a
nhitng thit d& c6 dwoe nhw 12 ndm dai trén by dé clia song Kamogawa, lo
ding ngdm nhin bau trdi xanh ch:fmg han. Toan la nhitng thr v6 cung don
gian.

Trong xa hoi Tanuki hi€n dai, c6 con Tanuki nao lai nghi€ém tuc theo

duoi vi tri Niseemon nhi? Gitra cuéc s6ng Tanuki ty do tw tai khdng bi troi
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budc gi, va cudc song phai chay ngworc chay xudi ba't k€ dém ngay mdi khi
¢é vu tranh cdi nao xay ra, budc phai lam nguoi 1anh dao theo nhirng céch
khic nhau. Pem hai diéu d6 ra so sanh, c6 nhtrng con Tanuki chinh trygc
trong sach da ty hoéi, “Cai danh hi€u truyén thdng Niseemon thit 1a vinh
dy, nhwng liéu n6 c6 gia tri d&n mrc dang d€ ta virt di cudc so6ng nhan nha
an lac hay khong?”

b€ dat dwoc cai vi tri ma chéng ai thic long mong mudn do, anh ca toi
da dién cuong dan than vao cudc bau cttr nhve dam ldy nay. Gia dinh
Shimogamo toan tu tip nhirng thing em khdng gitdp ich gi dwoce, nén anh
ca hau nhw la chién ddu mot minh. Vi cdm thdy tdi nghi€p anh, d€ chudc

10i chuit it t6i m&1i sdng tac ra mot bai hét ¢d vil.

Néu thanh Niseemon thi hay biét may,
Ngay hom nay chang Yaichiro ciing hét sikc cd’ gdng
Du khi nguy cdp lai thanh ra nhu nhwoc
Nhiwng néu la vi gioi Tanuki 6 Kyoto

Chang co thé’lao ddu vao bién lira, vao nwoc sdu...

“Céi bai hat gi ma v6 nghia theé?”

Khi t6i budc 1&n khdi b€ tdm ma vira hat vira rira tay chan, dot ngot
phia phong tim nit vang Ién tiéng cdng kich ctia mdt co gdi c6 vé dang bi
t0i qua’y ray. “Sao th&’, Kaisei? Co6 cling dé€n day thw gian swédi mong a?”

“Purng ¢6 ndi chuyén moéng ma véi mot quy cd chir. Cai @6 bi€n thai!”

“Thwa quy nwong, d€ khong bi cam cim xin nang hay phong vé cap
mong khdi khi lanh cuing cyc.”

“Chang can anh lo.”



Ti€ng nwde néng gidi 1én ngwoi vang 1én rd rang, sau d6 cd vé cb ay
dd vao bé& tim swdi mong, nén nhitng 1&i mat sit cling chA'm dit. Hinh nhw
ngoai Kaisei khong con vi khach nao khéc, nén xung quanh hoan toan yén
ling. Sau khi dé co rira than th&, t6i tré vé be tim. O trong phong tém nam
c6 mot con Tanuki, & trong phong tim nit c6 mdt con Tanuki, déu chzamg
néi gi ma ndi bénh bdng. Khi diing t&i b€ tim séng siéu Am ting cuong
sitc khde, Kaisei nhd giong hét 1&n. “B& tim that 12 thich. A ha ha.”

“Nudc tim thich qud nhi?” Tdi néi. “Yuzu ciing rat tuyét.”

“Pung vay.”

Hié&m hoi Kaisei m&i tra 101 mot cach chén thanh.

“LAu 14m r'6i tdi m&i lai nhin thady Ngai dd Heso. VAn 12 mot ting d4
nhuw cii. Thoi gian dai ding diic nhw the, ¢6 th€ cir héa thanh d4 mai hay
sao?”

“Ne€u la anh thi ch?ing dwoce dau. Chic chin s& bj béc 16p héa than ra
lién.”

“T6i ma mudn thi lam dwoe ta't. Trong s& anh em cua t6i, k€ cd me
ntra, toi ty tin 1a chzamg thua ai mon nay. Ché"mg c6 ma’y con Tanuki trén doi
kho bi phd 16t nhw t6i dau.”

Kaisei hr miii cwoi. “N6i méi nhé, anh da dung Ira nwéng Ngai da
Heso Ién phai khong? That [a mot ké xau xa!”

“T6i ¢6 nwong 6ng Ay 1€n dau, chi hun khoéi thoi.”

“Ciing nhr nhau ca thoi.”

“Chuyén qud kh t6i da tha trdi theo dong nwdc roi. Ma Luc Gidc
Puong vira xdy ra mot vu 16n xdn da’y. Trudng 130 bi b'd ciu bét coc.”

“To1 bigt ron.”



“Co dau c6 ¢ do6 dau.”

“Ngoc. Toéi ¢6 & Luc Giac Pwong da’y. T6i tr6n & phia trén ciy long
nao nhin xudng.”

“That dang ngac nhién... C6 dinh khi nao m&i cho t6i thd'y bong dang
day?”

“T6i viéc gi phai cho anh thd’y ch?”

“Hay 1a cd sang thtr phong tim nam bén nay di?”

MOt cuc xa bong tron va day bay qua khodng ngiin gitra phong tim nam
va phong tim nir. Toi ddi cdi chdu rka Kerorin* 1én dau d& phong vé.
Chglng may chdc co ta di ném toan bd xa bong tir phong tim nir sang
phong tdm nam, sau khi sw bao luc a'y két thic, c¢6 thodi méi hat: “T&m that
1a khoan khodi.”

“Tuén sau la d&n ngay quy€t dinh Niseemon r'oi nhi? Nhanh that day.”

“Anh Yaichiro khong tré thanh Niseemon dwoc dau, chic chin day.”

“Tai sao cht?”

“Thi anh &y ban linh chwa di ma.”

Tbi im ling d€ c4i mong ndi bdng bénh trén bé tam,

“Anh bao anh Yaichiro can than gitm t6i.” Kaisei dot ngdt néi. “T6i
khong c6 khuyén anh chuyén gi khong tot dau, thé nén...”

“Sao vay? Cdp anh em ngu ngoc kia lai cd phat huy tri tu€ khong h€ co
cua ching a?”

“Purng ¢6 goi cac anh t6i 1a d6 ngdc, con Tanuki do’ ban kia... Nhwng
w, dai khai la vay.”

“Chéc chéng phai k& hoach gi tham sau ca dau, nhung néu cd ndi rd

hon thi t6t qua.”


https://calibre-pdf-anchor.a/#a210

Kaisei thé dai. “P&nh mA’y thing anh ngu ngdc cia tdi cling da tré nén
tinh qudi hon. D€ t6i khong phat hién ra, ho ldp rd't nhi€éu mwu md. N&u
anh ba't can sé bi ddn nga cho xem.”

“Hir. C4i loai nhw m&y thing d6 4?”

“Anh sé tré thanh Thién cau sao, Yasaburo?”

“Thanh Thién cau thé nao dworc. T6i chi 1a con Tanuki théi ma.”

“... bing th&' nhi?”

Kaisei n6i nhu thé xong, chot im bit. Hinh nhw ¢0 ta dang vd 1én mat
sau cda cai chiu rtra, am thanh cOp cdp déu déu vang vong 1én tran nha
cao. Sau khi cho doi ma ¢6 van khong ti€p tuc, toi cit giong hodi “Sao
the™?”

“Xin 16i nhé.”

Vi cru hon thé toi chwa ting thd’'y bong dang rd rang da néi nhw vay.

000

Theo nhw ky e cta tdi, thi nhirng 1o d6 ctia vi cyu hon thé chwa ting to ra
mdt ti dju dang qua la rd't ky la. Thay vi ky la, c¢6 1€ 1a quai dan thi ding
hon. T6i cat ti€ng hdi lai, nheng Kaisei da ngdm miéng giong nhw con
daruma, th& roi t6i dot ngdt nhan ra la sy hién di€n cta c6 da bién mat
khoi phong tim nit. Tdi bwée ra bau tréi mua dong dang tdi dan d€ dudi
theo ¢d, nhung béng hinh Tanuki tda hoi Am sau khi ra khoi phong tim da
bi€n mé't vao phd phwong, chim dén vao dnh sang mo nhat ctia lic hoang
hon.

Ct nhu the', Kaisei da bién mat ngay trirdc mét toi.



Khoéng, b&i vi von di co ta chzamg 10 dién trwedrc mat toi, nén néi la da
ngdm miéng lai thi ding hon.

Tan bo qua thanh phd cang lic cang ron ra vi Gidng sinh sip dé&n, tdi
thtr di tim béng ddng ¢6 & dudi cdy cAu bic qua song Kamogawa, & nhitng
con phd chim trong béng t61, cdi tu kéo ki€u Nhat trong ti€m d'6 cii, nhung
Chglng c6 két qua gi. Nghi lai thi 1oi “Xin 16i nhé” nghe nhw ti€ng thé dai
vang ra ttr phong tdm nir, khong biét vi Iy do gi ma lai Am vang trong 1ong
toi. To1 thdm nghi “Hin d6 ch:flng phai 12 1 xin 16i binh thwong.” Nhung
n€u vay thi d6 1a céi gi? Toi cling khong bi€t nura.

Chéng miy chdc Gidng sinh d t6i.

Vi la Tanuki nén chao dén Gidng sinh chaalng c6 gi xau. Va lai, Tanuki
Chglng y€u thich gi hon sy ndo dong khong c6 nguyén do trong dip nay. Me
toi chuan bj banh kem Giang sinh, t6i di mua ga ran KFC, em trai t6i thi
dén ctra hang d6 gia dung bén dong song Kamogawa d€ mua deén dién
trang tri.

Khi bong chiéu kéo xudng ring thiéng Tadasu, em t6i d6n sirc d€
truyén di€n vao day den trang tri, nhirng béng dén di mau quan quanh
nhirng canh ciy cua than ciy lon cling nhau nhdp nhdy. “Tuyét that day.
Yashiro phai phat huy tai nang nay méi dwgrc!” Khi me t6i tram tr'o, em toi
td vé tu hao.

Anh ca t6i vé dén noi. Hai ngay ntra budi hop bau chon Niseemon da
bit dau roi. Anh ca td vé& cdu git ma néi “Lic quan trong th& niy ma
con...” Nhung toi da néi rang day 1a d€ cau nguyén cho anh thing loi, roi
kéo dng thoi kim tuyén nd 16p bdp d€ ngan nhirng 1oi phan d6i caa anh.

Tanuki ra't thich ga rdn. C6 thdng ké néi rang Tanuki chi&m mot nira

khach hang ra vao nhirng ctra tiém KFC ¢ Lac Trung. Khi t6i dwa ga KFC



ra tredrc geong mét khé dam dam cuia anh ca, anh 1ién vui vé hon. Em trai
t0i & gitra anh deén 18 lanh, vui vé cyc di€m ma ngdu nghi€n thit ga.

“Con nha't dinh phai theo budc cha.”

Puorc thit ga ti€p thém strc Iy, anh ca toi 1ap di lap lai. “Cai 1ao Soun
d6. Bay gior cir chdng mat 1én ma xem.”

“Con ciing phai canh gidac v&i Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sau dd’y nhé. Pung
cO say reoru qua roi xién xeo di quang day.”

“Con bi€t ma, me a.”

Anh cd won nguc 1én.

000

Cang biét rang mot viée bi cAm dodn dén thé ndo, thi ngwoi ta lai cing tré
nén mudn lam viéc do.

Sau khi bwrra ti€c Gidng sinh day 16ng 14 da két thic, t6i d€n mang qua
Giang sinh cho sw phu Akadama. b6 la mot cdy gdy chong hi€m thady co
14p mdt binh rworu nhd, trong dé c6 rwou ngot Akadama. Vira hay Benten
hinh nhwr da quén sach s€ moi viéc, nén td1 da dinh dem tdng sw phu cay
quat Phong Thian L6i Than. Nhung qua may thang roi vi€c tim ki€m ngay
cang tré nén khé6 khin, va toi van chua tim tha’y céi quat.

Khi t6i d&€n cdn nha ctia sw phy Akadama thi d€m da vé khuya. Trén
phd” mua sim Demachi ctra hiéu nao ciing da ha cdnh ctra kéo, chi c6
nhtrng tiém reou la treo rem I1én. T6i dm theo cai tii nhd dai hep hdi ha
buorc.

Canh ctra cia chung co Masugata khong ¢6 khoéa. Thién cau sdng mot



minh thit ba't can.

Khi tdi buwdc vao bén trong, nhirtng d6m sang d mau dang nha’p nhdy
trong can phong bdn chi€u rwoi nhw bi chdn vui trong dong d6 dac linh
tinh. Trong g6c phong lai c6 mot cay thong Gidng sinh quan den trang tri
the nay, that ching hop v&i noi & cia mot Pai Thién cau ludn tw phu ring
minh di tng nim vin ménh qudc gia trong tay. Trede cdy thong bing
nhva, sw phu Akadama ngdi x&p bing, vira 6m daruma vira udng say sua.
Hinh nhv su phu dd mét minh trang tri cho dém thanh r6i udng tu ti ba
chai regru vang ngot Akadama. Sao lai phai c6 don nhw vay, it nha't sw phu
ma moi toi thi t6t roi.

“Su phu, sw phy.” To1 ca't ti€ng goi. “Cai cay nay la sao vay a?”

Sw phu ngang d4u 1én vé khé chiju, vira lau nwde dii vira ddo doi mét
say xin. “Cha bié€t.” Sw phu 1am bam, roi lai ri dau xuéng khong con strc
lyc, khong n61 chuyén.

Toi trai chan ném ra, day sw phu gay com vao.

“Tao cha can sy cham soc ciia may.” Sw phu lau bau. “May d€ mac tao
di thi t6t.”

“Con d€ mac sw phu dwgc sao?”

Khi t61 nhét con daruma vao trong chan, sw phu 6m chét 18y n6. Hin lai
mo mdng vé cdi mong cia Benten yéu da'u roi. DAy van 1a 4n sw cla toi,
nhwng cai mirc d6 bi€n thai nay that 1a hét cach.

Khi t6i dinh dong vai mot dng gia Noel 16ng 14, dit qua ctia sw phu
xudng bén gdi roi dirng ddy chudn ém, thi canh ctra hanh lang kéu 1én kéo
ket. Mot con gié lanh tran vao cung v&i Benten. C6 1€ cd &y dang say
riegru, grong mit hitng khéi hoi éng 1én, trong tay 1a mot hop gd dung

thirc dn. Khi nhén ra sy hién dién cua t6i, khée mdi cd &'y nhéch 1én vui vé,



roi noi: “A a, toi say matron.”

Khi chd y dén cay thong Giang sinh dwoce trang tri dén ¢ trong goc
phong bon chiéu rudi, Benten 1ién kéu 1én “Oi cha”. C6 ng'di lai bén canh
st phu Akadama dang chim vao gidc ngli, ngdm nhin 4nh dn trang tri
dang chdp tit. Th& roi cd nhim mét lai, tra nhu dang thudng thirc cdm
gidc cia nhitng dnh dén dd mau chiu sang 1én mit. Anh dén vut tit ¢ nhw
boéng di€én bi chdy, tdi thui di trong d6i chit roi lai 1ap lanh sdng Tan nwra.
MOdi Tan nhw vay, trong béng t&i, gwong midt min mang nhwe d6 st cua
Benten lai n0i bat 1én.

“That lam nhé nhung qua. Cai nay la do t6i mua vé day day.”

“Ra la th€’. Toi1 dang nghi sao trong phong s phu ma lai c6 cay thong
Giang sinh, that la ky quéi.”

“Pa la chuyén cach day bao nhi€u nam roéi nhi? Toi ra't thich Gidng
sinh.”

“Tanuki ciling thich da'y. M&y chuyén 0n ao ndo ddng, khi khong cé y
nghia gi thi m&i cé phong vi.”

Benten nhat cdi géi boc & dudi céi ciy 1én. “Day la céi gi?”

“La qua tang cho su phu Akadama. Mot cay gdy chong rd't hoa 1€.”

“Hao phéng qué nhi... Nay? Qua cua t6i dau?”

“Khong c6.”

“Tai sao?”

“Pau c6 thir gi 1am c¢6 Benten ao woc ntra. Vi ¢o thich gi déu c6 the
doat dworc ma.”

“Cau noi chuyén nghe t€ hai qua. Nhirng thir t0i ao wdc, c6 mot thir van

chwa doat dwoc.”



“No1 dot!”

Benten d6t ngdt dirng day, d€n cam 18y mot chai trong d6ng reegru vang
ngot Akadama m&i chong chat & mdt goc b&p roéi quay lai. Co rét vao hai
ly rworu nho r'6i chuyén mot ly cho t6i. Mac du Benten yéu da'u dang ng'6i
ngay bén canh, sw phu Akadama van nhiu chit may, vé mit nghiém nghi,
cudn minh trong chan ném am am. T6i nghi khi nga it ra d6i may ciing nén
din xudng mot ti. Benten li€c nhin v&i 4nh mat nhw dang say rwou, thong
tha nha'm nhap rwou ngot Akadama.

“Tr&i lanh qué nhi? Khi nim m&i d&n, chic tuyét sé roi day 1dm day.”

“Poi ldc phai dén thang Mot thang Hai tuyét moi roi day co ma.” Toi
noi.

“Khi tuy&t roii toi cdm thay cd don 1dm day.”

“Co Benten nhin nhw the chflng cé gi d€ sau lo, ma lai néi nhw thé sao?
N€u co Benten v6 dich thién ha ma néi nhw the’, s€ chaalng ai dong cam voi
c6 dau.”

“Khdc v&i Tanuki va Thién cali, Con ngudi ¢6 nhitng dém chim ddm
trong suy twdng ma.”

“DAu 1a Tanuki ciing ¢6 ldc nhw vay chir bo.”

“St trin troc nay, mot thit nhw Tanuki s& khong the so sanh dwoc dau.
Chic chén 14 nhw the daYy.”

“Cha, ¢ cho la thé" di.”

“... Nay nhé, lic trede khi t6i dwge sw phu dan dén diy, toi song & ven
mdt cdi h'6 1én & bén kia nii d&y. O phia bén d6 tuyét roi ra't nhiéu. Nay,
ciu c6 biét khong? To6i d6 1a twdng quan mua dong da lam tuyét roi hét &

bén Ay, nén khi sang t&i ddy mdi lanh dén kho kiét thé nay.”



“Hoéara la vay.”

Benten vira vudt ve mdi téc bac trang ciia su phu Akadama vira néi.

“PDong rudong can kho nwdc va nhirng rieng tre xanh quanh nha toi, tat
thdy déu chim trong tuyé&t. Khi tdi vira di vira ngdm nhin khung cinh, bon
bé chgng vang 1én mot am thanh nao. Chi di mét ti 1a d&€n bén cang. Bén
cang cling trum trong mot tAm man tuyét, ché)ing co 18y mot dau chan.
Ché)ing c6 ai hét. Chi c¢6 mat h'd to 1on trdi rong, cam gidc lanh 1€o vO cung.
T6i chi ¢6 mdt minh, cdm thdy hét strc c6 ddc, nhwng chzalng bi€t lam gi
khac ngoai ti€p tuc di bd & noi khdéng mot béng nguwoi. Nhung toi cling
chiing ¢6 dich dén ndo ca. Pau 6c ti dAn d4n tré nén trong rong. Mdi khi
cd don t6i lai nh¢ d€n canh twgng d6, cing voi ban than minh dang di bo
gitta khung canh ay. Mdi nim tdi déu vira nhin thd’y né vira nghi ¢d don
qud, cd don qué, nén canh twong tuyét rovi cling v&i ndi cd don da gin két
mat thi€t trong long t6i. B&i vdy & sau thdm day long to1 lic nao ciing la
mua dong lanh 1€o. Nghe vay c6 day cha't tho khong?”

“Lic & bén kia ndi, cd Benten ciling c6 gia dinh ban beé chx?”

“Chuyén d6 va chuyén nay hoan toan khac nhau. Tanuki khong hi€u
dau.”

“Né&u mdng bi lanh do tuyét thi khd sé& 14m. Toi ciing chglng mudn
hi€u.”

“Hay la cdu thr chi con lai m6t minh xem sao?”

“Xin 101, khong dwore. Tanuki & mot minh thi khong song dwoc.”

Pén ddy t6i nhé ra minh dang ¢cAm tdm anh cda Benten, lién tho tay
vao tui 18y no ra. “Pung roi, day la qua Giang sinh cho co.”

Benten li€c nhin tdAm anh. “A a, ra 1a gido sw Yodogawa.” C6 &y noi.



“Nhwng t6i khong can tA'm anh nay dau.”

“Thoi ndo, dimg c¢6 néi nhw vay cht. Anh chup rat dep ma. Tay nghé
cua toi ¢6 t6t khong?”

“T6i da bao la khong can co ma.”

Ching tdi chot chid y t&i cdi chidn da nhic nhich. Sw phu Akadama
ngdng cO trong tir phia sau lwng ching t6i. “Ai d6?” Sw phu lau bau voi
giong ngdi ngu. “Benten a, con than thi€t v&i dam ngwoi d6 1am ta budn
1&m.”

“Qi chao, sw phu, ngudi dang nwéng banh mochi day a%?”

Benten nhanh nhen lach nguoi khoi canh tay nhie mu6n v6 18y minh tw
ding sau cta sw phu r'oi thong tha ding ddy. Sw phu choang céi chin ban
thiu quanh minh nhw 4o banh t6, “Van con so'm qud,” roi cit 161 vé hoi
tiéc. “Lau 14m con mé&i t&i day, lai phai di roi sao?”

Benten trd tay vao hop gd dung thirc dn trén ban. “C6 chit qua lwu
niém tw tiéc regru. Bay gior con xin phép rovi di.”

“Poi lic con cling ngu lai day di ch.”

“Cha cha, con lam sao c6 th€ gy phién toai cho sw phu dwoc.”

“No6i cdi gi the! Phién cdi gi ma phién! Ping ro6i, Gidng sinh vui vé
nhé. Ta cling phai tang qua cho con ntra. Unm... con thit gi nhi? Cai quat
Phong Théan Lo6i Thén... da dwa cho con r6i. Cho da! Cho da! be ta tim
da! Chéc hén van con cdi gi day!”

“Sw phu dau con gi trong tay ntra, ding khong?”

Khi Benten hdi nhw thé’, sw phu Akadama ngdy ngwoi nhin cd &y. Thé
roi, “Ping vay day,” sw phu lam bam. “Ta cheatng con gi c6 thé cho con

dwoc nra.”
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“Vay con di nhé, sw phuy.”
Benten dit tay 1én nim dd'm ctra, quay dau lai, nhin st phu mim cuoi.
“Sw phu 4n mochi nwdng nhé can than kéo bi nghen dd’y nhé. Néu sw

phu ctia con ma chét vi an mochi nwdng, con sé€ cam thid’y hoi budn day.”

A NA

Th& ro61 bong hinh c6 &y mat hat vao man dém.

000

Ngay quyé€t dinh vi tri Niseemon.

N6i cdch khac, 1a ngay gid ctia cha ching toi.

N6i cach khdc, ciing 12 ngay dién ra tiéc tat nién ctia Cau lac bd ngay
thtr Sdu dang nguyeén rda kia. R6t cudc né cling da toi.

Ngay hom &Yy tir sdng sé'm toi dd gidt minh choang tinh. Anh nfng chuwa
xuyén qua ring thiéng Tadasu nén xung quanh van con tdi den. Nhing
thanh vién khac trong nha cé vé& van con dang ngt, tdi chi nghe thdy ti€ng
ngdy nho nhd. Khong con mudn ngu ti€p nira, nén tdi bo ra khoi 0. Ti€p
xtic v&i hoti lanh ctia khong khi thanh sach budi sdng sd'm, 16 miii tdi ngira
ngdy. Xung quanh hoan toan yén lang, dé€n ti€ng chim hot cting khong
nghe thdYy.

Xuyén qua lan swong sém chay khip khu rirng, toi tién ra dong sudi
nhd. Toi da dic y twdng minh hom nay 14 ngwdi ddy sém nha't nha, nhung
khi di bo trén 1&p 14 kho bén bo song, toi bat gip anh ci dang ngdi yén
lang. C6 1€ anh dang tip trung tinh thén, cai lung 16ng 14 vwron thé?ing, mit
nhim nghién. Khi t6i d&n gin bén, anh gidt minh, tai chuyén dong.

A7 "9

“Yasaburo ddy a?” Anh héi v&i vé ngac nhién. “That hi€m thdy.



“HO6m nay anh ciling ddy sod'm dén ky cuc d6.”

“P6 ngbc. Ngay nao anh ciling ddy som thé nay d€ trui rén tinh thén.
Cau lic nao ciing ngti nwdng thi lam sao biét dwore.”

Toi ng'di xudng bén canh anh c3, ling tai nghe ti€ng con sudi nhd chiy
réc rach. Tam tri tré nén binh ldng, t6i thir ngri ngi ma khong suy nghi
gi, thi thd'y nhw trong khong khi trong sach lanh I€o cia mia dong c6 1an
vao mui cda cha t6i. To ngwoi anh ca con 1au m&i ¢6 th€ ndi got cha cha
toi dang tda ra mui ciling gidng nhw cha. T6i nho lai chuyén ngay xwa ting
cung cha di qua ring thiéng Tadasu, hit ngi mui cia mot sang mua dong.
Tw dwng tré nén nhé nhung hoai niém, tdi khit khit miii.

“Niseemon la sy ton tai ganh vac twong lai cia gidi Tanuki trén vai.”

Anh ca t6i dot ngdt noi.

“E ¢, anh 2, sao vira m& mét ra ma da néi chuyén dao to bda Ién vay?”

“Con Tanuki dwgc chon lam Niseemon phai 1a mot sy ton tai xing
ddng v&i vai trd to 1on ddy. B&i vAy anh da ludn nd lyc hét sirc theo cdch
riéng cua minh.”

“Cha.”

Né&u Ia thdi ma s phu Akadama con tim dau long, thi hén moi sw
gidng nhw nhirng gi anh t6i néi. Thé nhwng tr khi nén van minh cua gidi
Tanuki thay d6i cing v&i qué trinh van minh khai héa cia Con nguoi,
nhtrng thi€n dich va chién loan de doa Tanuki cling da bi€n mat khdi thé
gian. Ngoai trir bi cdi hoi thich an nhirng mén tai 4c mang tén “Cau lac bd
ngay thir Sdu” ché& thanh n'6i 1au Tanuki va tai nan giao théng ra, nhirng
Tanuki s6ng khong gon chit au lo nao cd, va khong con nhu cau tim ki€m

mot “thll linh” vi dai nira. Nhitng Tanuki lo 1ing vé twong lai cla gidi



Tanuki ma mu6n nho’ cdy hét thay vao Niseemon hin 1a con rat it. Ai nady
trong tham tam hin déu dang nghi rang twong lai cta gi¢i Tanuki khong
phai 1a thir ta nén cd’ y leo 1di, ma nén d€ mic né chdy theo nhirng nga ré
thich hop thi hon. Niseemon ma anh t6i nhic d&n hoan toan 12 Niseemon
trong mot truyén thong da gan di€t vong, la hinh anh Iy twdng cia anh ca
toi. N6 that sy gidng nhw hinh béng cha t6i cia nhirng nam thang da qua.

“Y chi d6 that 1a vi dai, anh &.”

Tdi chot nhin xudng dong nuwdce, thd dai ra 1an khéi trang, “Ly twdng
cao dep la chuyén t6t. Tuy nhién...”

“Purng. PBu roi. Cau dwng néi gi ca.”

Anh ca bat cuwoi, tra 1o voi mot giong diéu budn rau.

“MAYy suy nghi ctia ciu, anh biét cd ma. C4u chic ciing doc dwoc suy
nghi clia anh. Anh c6 1& chi 12 mot thing ngdc khong hon. Anh chi don
gian la dang sung bai cha ma thdi. C6 1€ 6ng chud ctia ching ta cling nghi
nhw th&” d&’y. Niseemon, c6 1& d6i voi gioi Tanuki da thanh mot thie c6
cling dwoc, khdng ¢4 ciing ching sao. Nhung véi ngudi ludn mong mudn
trd thanh gidng cha nhw anh, d€ dat dwoc mo woc do, liéu c6 cach nao
khac ngoai viéc tré’ thanh Niseemon sao?”’

“Anh mdi ngay déu diy that sém, suy nghi vé nhitng chuyén nhw the’
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“Thi thodng anh nén ngd nwdng mdt chiit thi hon day.
“Co I¢ 1a vay that.”
“Ma hom nay anh cling phai can trong dé.”

Né&u anh ca khéng dén Sensuiro tham dy cudc hop v&i cde vi tredng



130, thi coi nhw 1a tee bd ¥ dinh tré thanh Niseemon. Ebisugawa Soun da c6
vé quyét thdng, d€ cho chic, 1o chi ¢4n tim c4ch ngin can anh ca tdi dén
tham duv la du.

Toi k& vé nhitng 1o ky la clia Kaisei, nhic anh ci phdi cdnh gidc,
nhwng anh lai vui vé néi “Ngoc qud. Cai ddm anh em ngu ngéc dé ma dam
bay tro gi, k&t cuc s& van la bj anh cin mdng ném vio dong sdng
Kamogawa lanh gid thoi. L'An t&i anh s& khong cén nhe nita, ma s& cho
mong tui né be ra bdn mi€ng luén.”

“Anh nghi nhw viy thi tt, nhwng nhé binh tinh nhé. Anh ¢ cdi tat cir
khi nao hodng hot 1a lai cudng quyt ca 1én.”

“Pwrng ¢6 ma khon 16i.”

“C4i gi the! La em dang lo 1ang cho anh co ma!”

Khi chung t61 dang tranh ludn 0n ao nhw vy, me dot ngdt xua't hién,
néi: “Pung cé cii nhau!”

Trovi da sdng hin, t nhitng dinh cdy, 4nh ning nhe nhang chidu xudng.

Chiing t6i tap trung trong &, ban lai k& hoach ngay hdm nay ctia minh.

Em trai t6i s€ d&€n xwdng lam rworu Denki Bran gia, c6” mau chéng hoan
thanh cong viéc, sau d6 1ap tic tré vEé rung thiéng Tadasu. Anh ca dau tién
s€ dén chao hdéi Tanuki & khu vyc xung quanh, budi chiéu s€ qua bén
Nanzenji hdi y v&i gia cha nha d6. Sau d6, dén ldc chiéu mudn anh sé
cung nhirng ngwoi ting hé minh ra khdi khu rieng quanh chtia Nanzen, tié€n
dén Sensuiro & Kiyamachi. Lic d6 me s& dat theo em tdi d&én dwong
Teramachi, chuan bi yén tiéc & quan Akegarasu. Khi d&m xudng va vi tri
Niseemon dwgc chon lya xong, anh ca sé cr vdy toi ngay Akegarasu,
ching t6i s€ md tiéc an mung. Hodc tiéc chia budn. Sau d6 k& hoach ca

dém la chuing t6i s€ thodi mai say swa, ti do ty tai.



“Yasaburo thi sao?” Me t6i hoi.

“HOm nay con s€ ra pho choi mot chut a.”

“That 1a... cdi thing thodi mdi qu4.”

“Sau d6 con s€ dén tham anh Yajiro xem sao. HOm nay la ngay cha roi
khoéi thé gidi nay ma. D€ anh &y m6t minh thi that dang theong qua.”

Khi t6i néi vay, anh ca chéng dap lai gi ca.

“Vay thi, Yasaburo. Nhan tién con d&n nhéc 6ng chd cia Akegarasu
luon nhé. Hoi rang ching ta m&i thém ca sw phu Akadama cé dwoc khong?
Néu dwge thi moi cd ngai &y cung tham dy lu6n.”

“Vang.”

Anh t6i nhin 1én, néi “Con ciing chuan bj di day.”

Me, t6i va em trai cing nhau di tién anh ca chudh bj leo 1&én xe kéo ty

dong. Me chot hdt hoang quay vé 0, roi tré lai véi may hon da danh Ira.

A NA

Thé& r6i me danh Itra lach cach sau lwng anh ca t6i, lam nhirng vun hoa Itra
bay tan loan*.

“Pworc roi. Con la con trai cia Shimogamo Soichiro co ma. Hay ty tin
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1én.
“Con biét r'oi, thwa me.”
“Nhung d6i khi thing bai chi do hén xui ma thoi.”
“Vang.”
Anh ca cui dau chao me, roi leo 1én xe kéo ty dong.
“Vay con di ddy me oi. Me cho tin nhé.”
Trén con dwong di thim dén rong 1on, anh cd toi uy phong dwong

dwong roi di.
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Maic du anh da cd td ra uy nghi ma dung dén cdi xe kéo ty hanh la di
vt ctia cha di nra, v&i twe cach 12 Tanuki, anh ca van con thi€u ning lyc,
em trai la toi bi€t r6 chuyén d6 hon ai hét.

Hinh béng anh cd di ludn cd ging d€ cang dang cdi 1y twéng rd rang 1a
quéa t4m bing ning lwc han ché ctia minh, t lic ndo di tao cho toi mot
cam giac dic biét. Mic du trén con dwong thyc hién 1y twdng cua anh ca,
bat c sy giip do nao du la nhd nhd't cling rd't dang quy, nhung dira em
Chglng phai ngoan ngodn sin Iong vi anh ra sitc nhu t6i day, khi nhin anh
pham 16i & nhitrng ldc cAn the hién kha ning roi dd mit tia tai cd ging, toi
doi lac ciing nghi: “Do6 hin cing la do dong mau ngoc ngh€ch giy nén
roi.” Viéc anh cd ludn c& ging nd lyc qud fAm v&i clia minh ciing c6 chd
dang thwong, nén long t6i trao dang cam xtdc mudn d€ mac anh &y lam gi
thi thy ¥.

Cho t&i khi chigc xe kéo liic 14c nga nghiéng r& vao dwong Mikage,
chiing t6i khong r¢i mét khdi né mot gidy nio.

Tai sao vay nhi? Khi dang nhin theo chi€c xe kéo cang lic cang nhd
déan, t6i lai ty dwng mudn goi cdi xe dung lai. Thé roi to6i mudn lao dé€n
bén anh ca lic anh vira xudng xe, d@m da'm vao lung anh.

Khong bi€t vi sao, ldc &y t6i cd cam gidc nhu s€ chzalng bao gio’ gap lai

anh ca nura.
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T6i bit dau di dao phd’, dau tién 12 ghé thim quin Akegarasu & Teramachi
Sanjo. Tiém van chwa mé& cra, nhung & trong g6¢c mo mo t61, chd tiém

dang chuan bi v&i gwong mat u am rau ri. Khi téi tha ngeoi ng'di xuéng



sofa, cha tiém cho tdi mét ly nwéc cam, “Sép dén t&i nay roi nhi?” Ong ta
néi. “Yaichiro liéu c6 phan thing khong?”

“Théng bai d6i liic do hén xui ma.”

“Ké&t cudc déu do cac tredng 1ao quy€t dinh thoi. Nhwng ty dwng lai di
mudn thanh Niseemon, thing anh ctia may va ca Ebisugawa déu c6 s&
thich la that. Tai sao lai yéu thich cdi chuyén phién phirc d6 chir. That 1a ky
qudc.”

“Du thing hay thua thi d&m nay vin mé tiéc da'y nhé.”

“Nay, may cd y t&i ddy nhic nhé tao phdi khong? Chudh bi dd moi
dwong roi. May nghi tao 1a ai ch@?”

“T61 nghi 6ng 1a Tanuki do.”

“On 20. Chéng thd vi gi ca.”

“Nhan tién, bon t6i moi thém sw phu Akadama dwoc khong?”

Chd quan lam ra bd mit chan chwong r6 rét. “Cai 6ng gia &y phién
phttc 1dm.” Anh ta néi. “May biét ma, co ban thi diy 1a ctra tiém cia
Tanuki. Thién cdu ma t&i s& gy sor hdi 1dm.”

“Sw phu nhin vay chit dé& c6 don, can chd y ma.”

“Dé ¢6 don c¢an chd y ciling chging sao, nhung 6ng cu sé dot ngdt 1én
con. Trong quan tuyét d6i cdm gié Thién cau.”

“S€ on ma, s phu khong thdi dwgrc gio nira dau.”

“Qi troi, ong Ay da y&u téi mire d6 roi sao?”

~

“Um.”
“Vay a, sw phu Akadama dé ma lai... D&n mot Pai Thién cau trong qua
khit cling khong thing dwoc dong chdy ciia thoi gian sao? Cha, vay cit moi

di. Nhwng Benten 1a khong dwore dau da'y nhé. Cdi Con nguoi &y ma tdi,



khéach hang s€ bd chay hét.”

“To1 biet ron.”

Sau khi ra khdi Akegarasu, t6i buwd'c vao Shinkyogoku ki€m tra phim
anh dang chi€u, dirng coi cop trong hiéu sach, xoa ddu may con daruma
trong tiém d'06 ci, thong tha di xuéng phd. Vi la buodi x¢& trra clia ngay
nghi, nén tr Shinkyogoku t&i dwong Shijo gan dén ddy nguoi qua lai.

To6i ré€ vEé phia ddng & dwong Shijo, bang qua cau 1on Shijo d€ t¢i tham
anh thir.

T6i di qua khu Gion, tréo qua hang rao cua chua Chinno, dot nhap vao
san chua.

Khi t6i d&n bén miéng gi€ng ma néi “HE nho”, tor ddy gi€ng tdi om
cling vong lai ti€ng “H& nhd” chia anh thir t6i. “Yasaburo da’y a?”

T6i tha mot miéng thit ga boc trong gid’y an xudng dudi ddy gi€ng, anh
thtr 1am bam “Cai gi day, sao nghe mui thom qua vay?” r'oi lao xao lai gén.
T6i nhin xudng dwdi gi€ng, néi: “Ga ran dd’y a. La phan em d€ danh tw t6i
Giang sinh day.”

“C6 thit ga an that la sang qua.”

“Thit mém 14m diYy. Anh lic ndo ciing chi &n toan con triing, chic 1a
miéng kho 1am rdi phai khong?”

“La con éch & dwdi ddy gi€ng ma ciing dwoe an ga ran, that dang biét
on. Anh nghi ding that 1a nguoi ta nén ¢c6 mot dira em trai. Vay la moi
ngwoi da dn muwng Gidng sinh roi nhi?”

“P&m hom do6 Yashiro né lam dén dién trang tri tda sing da’y. Nang lwc
ctia thang bé lai ting thém nira roi.”

“Anh cling mudn thay qud. Yashiro chic s& nSi danh 12 mdy phat dién



Tanuki &y nhi?”

“Cha. Thoi bay gio thi cdi d6 cling khong ich lgii gi dau.”

“Em néi may loi nghe chfmg gidng em chit nao vay. Nhirng chuyén
Tanuki 1am, ching ta ludn ty hao ring chiing cheamg cO ich lgi gi co ma.”

Anh thr ¢6 vé vira nhai ngd'u nghién thit ga vira ceoi. Téi ngdi xudng
bén gi€ng, udng ca phé lon mua tr may ban hang tw dong.

“Chﬁng ma’y chdc la dén td1 nay roi, anh a. Vi tri Niseemon ti€p theo
s€ duwgc quy€et dinh day.”

“Xong r'6i thi moi viéc s€ yén tinh lai, thé ciing t&6t.” Anh th n6i. “No6i
th& nay ddi v&i anh Yaichiro 1a khong hay 14m, nhung v&i anh thi dit anh
ca hay 1ao Soun dwgc chon, anh cling khong ban tdm. Chi can xong chuyén
nay d€ gidi Tanuki yén tinh lai la t6t roi. T lic cha mat di dén gio, da
nhi€u nam tr61 qua roi.”

“Pung vay nhi?”

“Ngay hom nay tw sang dé€n gio’ anh toan nghi vé cha.”

“Moi nguoi ai cling vay hét.”

“Hau nhw lic nao chuyén vé cha cung rd't khé quén, nhueng dic biét la
hém nay. Ca mdt ngay, dau anh khong the ding suy nghi vé cha dwoc. Thé
roi anh c& nh& di nho lai. Cha da néi gi voi anh nhi? Nhieng loi cudi cling
cta cha la gi? Anh da & dwdi ddy gi€ng suy nghi bao nhiéu ndm ré6i. Du
lam thé& nao thi khi nhé d&€n dém hém dod, ky rc cuia anh ciing dot ngdt bi
cit dirt gitra chirng. Khi nghi rang ca doi nay ciing vdy, minh cir s6ng ma
khong th€ nh¢ ra, thi du 1a €ch anh cling cam tha’y ra't x6t xa.”

Anh tht t6i tho dai.

To6i chot nho ra, dé cdp dén chuyén cta Kaisei. “Gan day, anh ¢6 gap



Kaisei khong?”

“Nhéc m&i nhé, gan day ching tha'y béng ddng em &y du ca. Sao thé,
hai dra cdi nhau r'6i a?”

“Luc nao ma cheamg cai nhau, nhwng tinh trang cta cd ta hoi la la.”

Khi t6i k& lai cach cw xir ctia Kaisei & phong tim cong cong, anh thir
to1 tram tuw.

“Chuyén do6 thi ding 1a la that.”

“Phai khong? Lam em ct thd'y ky quéi.”

“Kaisei khi néi chuyén v&i anh doi lic cling td ra tram lang nhw vay.
Vwra néi huyén thuyén, lai chgt im lang. Nhw th€ ¢ gi dang d¢ nén trong
long vdy. Chuyén gi vy nhi? Anh tirng nghi mot ¢6 gdi tré nhuw thé” thi hin
la dang ban khodn chuyén tinh cam r'6i, nhwng ct ti€p tuc su6t bao nhiéu
nam thi cling la that.”

“Em chéng hi€u ndi cach suy nghi ctia Kaisei ntra. Cai c6 d6 ky quai
1&m.”

“Piing 14 ky qudi that. Nhung lic biét dwoc ring anh khong thé biéh
hinh tré lai tw 16t €ch nira, em &y da khoc bén bo giéng rat 1au. Ciing c6
chd dju dang dd’y chir.”

“Thi ra... la nhw vay a?”

“Hon nira tir ldc anh bt dau ndu minh dudi gieng dén gio cling da kha
1au r'di. Chéc han phan dong moi ngwdi dd quén ring anh vén 13 mot con
Tanuki mang cdi tén Shimogamo Yajiro. Ai nd’y cling chi vi mudn trit ndi
long ma dén tham cdi gi€ng nay thoi, nén anh ¢6 la ai, v&i ho thi cling ¢6
gi quan trong dau. Tuy nhién, ma’y ngwdi bon em van t&i diy 1a d€ gdp anh

ding khoéng? Ngoai tre gia dinh thi chi c6 ddc Kaisei 1a t¢i day d€ gap



Shimogamo Yajiro ma théi.”

“_.. Anh o, anh vaAn con thwong nho Kaisei sao?”

To6i nghe tié€ng nwdc vO bdom bdp ra't ddng yéu, hinh nhw & dwdi day
giéng tdi den nhw myc, anh thi tdi dang ré nwdec vong vong. Thé roi c6 vé
nhv dang gidn dw, anh néi. “Ping thé dd'y. Nhung ma, Yasaburo, day
khong phai 1a chuyén c6 th€ néi cho mét con &ch & dwdi giéng dau. Chi
lam ngwoi ta bu'dn ba thoi.”

“Em xin 16i.”

To6i nghi vé ciu “Xin 16i nhé” ctia Kaisei. Nghi di nghi lai cho t&i khi
cai méng nglra ngdy.

“Nhung ding la tinh trang cta Kaisei la that da’y.”

Anh th t6i mo h'6 noi.

“Em biét canh sic nhin dwoc tr dudi ddy giéng 13 the ndo roi dé, chi
¢ bau troi va cdc vi sao thi lai thd’y ra't ro. B&i vy du anh chi 1a con €ch
dwdi ddy giéng, cling khong phai 1a thir cho ngwoi ta coi thwong. Béi vi
th&” gidi clia anh ra't nhd hep, d&m dé€m anh déu nhin 1€n vii try, nén c6 th€
néi 12 con &ch mang tAm véc vil try. Khi ¢ mot minh ngim nhin vii try,
phia sau dau anh lai tr& nén yén tinh, caim thady nhw dat dwoc tri tué phi
thwong. Con &ch mang trf tué d6 c6 the néi ring, c6 chuyén gi gay go 14m
sip dién ra daYy.”

T6i nghi dé€n anh ca dang di t&i chua Nanzen, em trai dang & cong
xwdng ché tao rworu Denki Bran gia cua nha Ebisugawa, va me dang &
ring thiéng Tadasu lo 1dng cho ma’y dita con ching tdi.

Trong lic dang suy tw, t6i ngwdc mat 1én nhin tre’i, chot trong thdy mot

thir quai di. Nhin n6 nhr mé6t con quay dang vira quay vong vong vira



hwdng 1én troi, hinh nhr dwoce tao thanh bdi bao nhiéu ludng khi tring.
T6i ngdy nguwoi nhin theo cdi chuyén dong ky la d6, chot khong nghe dwoc
am thanh tr ph6” x4 ntra, dau 6c¢ chot tré nén xa x6i. Cai vat ky la d6 1ap
lanh trén dinh troi, r'6i chot bay tan loan nhw thdy tinh vo. Lic 8y tdi moi
hoan h'on.

Mot con gi6 manh quét qua san chua Chinno.

T6i ba'u chit vao giéng. “Oi tri, gié manh qua!”

“O dudi ndy gi6 ling 1§m.”

“Viy sao?”

“Oi, nhin kia. BAu troi tréng la qué.”

Tw phia thung liing bi nidi non bao phd, nhirng ddm may mwa niang né
nhw bong gon von cuc lai dang trdi dén trén bau troi Kyoto. Béu troi xanh
1ap t&rc bi miy den tya da cam thach bao phd, phd xa bi bao boc bdi bong
may trong c6 vé ching lanh, troi t67 $4m nhw Idc mat troi 1n.

Mot tia sang 1on mau xanh xuyén qua khe hé sau gitra cac tang may,
chéng may choc sd'm da vang rén, lam 16ng & mong t6i cling nhw dung
ding Ién.

“Lo1 Than gid 1am ro6i!” Toi hét 1én.

“Cha cha, th€¢’ nay chflng phai dot ngdt qua sao!?”

Anh t6i n6i Ién at di ti€ng sd'm nd. “Tinh trang bay gior la qua.”

“C6 vé nhu ai d6 dang dung céi quat Phong Thian Lo6i Than. Khi that,
hin nhit dwoc & dau khong biét.”

“Me trong cdy ca vao em day, Yasaburo.”

T6i nghe thdy ti€ng anh thr ddp 1én médt nwoc bi bdm. “Vay chia tay &

day nhé. Anh phai vd dung t&i mirc nao méi dwoe day...!” Anh thi t6i 1am



bam. “La con &ch & day gi€ng, mudn hanh dong ciing khong xong! Ma
cling chealng thé nao khac dwge...”

“Khong sao ca anh oi. Ctr @€ d6 cho em.”

“Can than nhé, Yasaburo.” Anh th t6i ndi. “Em phai can than daYy.
Anh c6 dy cam khong lanh.”

T61 chay vot di.
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Ti€ng sa'm rén vang trong Kyoto that on ao.

Nhirng ngwoi dang bing qua cau lon Shijo vira ca't ti€ng kéu la vira chi
tay 1én bau troi dang triu ndng nhirng ddm may den. VO s& tia chdp rach
qua khoang gitra nhirng ddm miy nhw nhirng con rong vira dwoec giai
phéng. Nhitng ddm may dwoc thip sdng bdi nhitng tia chdp xanh tir bén
trong, cit nhir mot cdi 1'6ng den day diém g& dang sirng strng gitra bau trovi.
K¢ dang dung céi quat Phong Than L6i Than hin 1a mot thing ngdc khong
bi€t chirng muc gi hét.

T6i tré vé ring thiéng Tadasu, nhwng trong khu ring vang rén ti€ng
sa'm khong c6 béng ddng ctia me tdi. Toi nghi ba chic 1a ndu minh trong
cdi man mudi d& trén Loi Than r'oi, nhung trong cdi & nim bi mwa giodi
xudng toi khong thd’y dd'u v&t cdi man mudi da dworce treo 1én.

T6i cling thir chay ra t¢i cau 1'n Kamo.

C6 4nh dén dang hét ra tir tiém bi da & phia bén kia by sdng noi me
van hay lui t&i. Toi bing qua dong song Shimogamo dwdi con mwa dang
trit xudng va ti€ng sam gam vang, lic day canh ctra kinh m¢ ra thi ti€ng

sam lai n0"am & dau do6 ra't gan. Cira sO lap kinh cia tiém ciing chiu nhat



biia clia Loi Than, bay gior vang 1&én Am thanh nhu sip v& ra. Moi ngudi
trong tiém nhw dang nin thé, 1ing nghe dong thdi ctia Loi Than. Tdi thix
hdi thim ngwdi & tiém, nhuwng ho trd 1o rang: “Vwong t 40 den khong
toi.”

Tbi tht goi dién t&i chila Nanzen bang may dién thoai cong cdng & mot
g6c phong bi da. Bén kia ctra s& 1dp kinh, toi c6 th€ tha’y cau 1o'n Kamo bj
bao boc b&i man may day dic mu mit bui nwéc nhw swong khoéi. Ngwoi
gia treong tinh tinh thodi mai cua nha Nanzenji d&€n nghe may.

“Anh trai ctia em c6 & d6 lam phién moi nguoi khéng a?”

“Bon t61 da dinh cung nhau d€n Kiyamachi, nhwng anh cau lai dot ngdt
no6i phai vé rieng ngay 1ap tirc. C6 1€ 1a quén d'6 gi d6 ching?”

“Anh @y di tw ldc nao a?”

“Tw lic s&'m bét dau kéu Ay, tdi nghi gio’ c4u ta da phai vé dé&n ring
thiéng Tadasu r'6i chir... Nhwng ciling ¢ th€ cau ta ghé noi nao trd muwa.
Thoi tigt the ndy ma chay xe kéo thi nguy hi€m 14m.”

Tdi cdm on r'o6i ngat may, thir goi d&n dién thoai di dong clia em trai.

Mai ma khong c6 ai bat may khién toi cang st rudt. Chaamg ma’y choc
lai nghe mdt ti€ng ndi ra't ky di tra loi “HO.” T6i hodi: “Yashiro da’y phai
khong?”, nhung d61 phwong di la 1én “A!” roi ngdt dién thoai mat. Toi
ki€m tra lai 6’ may r'oi goi lai mot Tan nitra, nhwng khong lién lac dworc.

Tdi lo 1ing vo cling, cdm thd’y nhw c6 gi d6 khdng lanh dang xay ra.

To6i ra khoi tiém bi da, c&¢ wdt siing nhw thé” ma bang qua ciu lon
Kamo. Tw phia Higashiyama Renbo tim t6i, nhirng ddm may ddéng swng
strng nhr mdt ngwoi khong 16, viea giat chdp chéi 1oa vira nghiéng ngwoi

tira vao phia bén nay.



T6i rdt lui vao trong rung thiéng Tadasu, budc 1én con dwong 1én dén
Shimogamo dang vang d6i ti€ng mwa va ti€ng si'm chop ché?ing lanh.

Trén con dwong din vao dén, hay ca trong rung thiéng Tadasu, déu
khong thdy bong dang gia dinh t6i & dau.

Ti€ng sam chinh 1a coi goi tdp hop cia moi thanh vién trong gia dinh
Shimogamo. Chéc chén nhitng dita con ctia nha Shimogamo ai na’y khi Loi
Thién tdi déu 14p tirc bd d& moi thir ma lao vé bén me. Du la vay, thoi gian
da troi qua kha kha r'6i ma anh cd va em toi van chwa tré vé. Chuyén nay
tredre diy chwa ting xay ra.

Lic &%, t6i nhin thay chi€c xe kéo tw dong ma anh ca thich dung dang
chay dén tir phia Nam con dwdong din vio dén. Nghi ring anh ca di binh
yén trd vE, tdi thd phao nhe nhdm. Nhwng chi€c xe kéo hoan toan tr6ng
rdng, khong nhirng vAy nd con bi hw hai ning. Cénh tay cia ngwoi phu xe
bup bé da long hin ra, banh xe cling réu ra. Chi ¢c6 mwa van roi xudng trén
ngwoi phu xe bip bé cdm lang va toi ta.

T6i nghen loi.

To6i nghe thdy ti€ng mua v 1én 14 cAy clia nhirng than ciy to moc day
dac, cung voi ti€ng sdm xé qua bau troi, ddt ngdt cam thay sau cac hang
cay nhu c6 con Tanuki nao do.

“Me da’y w?” Toi hoi.

“La toi day, d6 ngdc.”

Kaisei néi. Van nhw cii, ¢d ta khong cho t6i thd'y bong ddng. To6i quay
mdt vé phia hang cdy tdm t61, cit giong. “Co d6, dang lam gi & mot chd
nhu theé nay? T61 dang ban tim ki€m co' ma.”

“Vi may anh cfa t6i dang trong ching, nén t6i danh trdn & phia sau



chua Kiyomizu daYy.”

Thé& ro6i Kaisei n6i nhanh. “Anh c¢6 ding diy cho di nira thi ciing
khong ai quay vé dau. May anh cua t6i da goi Lo6i Than dén, roi dung
doan than vé Ebisugawa bét bac géi di tir ndy roi. Yashiro hin vin dang &
cong xuwdng. Con anh Yaichiro bay gio chic ciing bj bit roi.”

“C0o dang noi gi the™?”

“Cha t6i mudn lam anh Yaichiro bj mang ndu lau. Ciing nhw béc trai
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vay.
“Viy sao?”
T61 noi. “Dung that 1a nhw the™a...”
“... bung la vay.”
Giong néi ctia Kaisei chot 14n vao tiéng thon thire.

“Ké da lam béc trai bi mang di nd'u lau chinh la cha t6i.”
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Con mua ndng hat xuyén qua mai vom ctia khu rieng héa thanh nhirng soi
nwdc manh, budng xuéng ngdi dén Shimogamo.

MObi Tan chép nhodng dnh xanh bi€c 1én phia nay, ti€ng sim lai 1am
khu rirng rung dong, giong néi khe khé clia Kaisei nhw da troi xa. Toi lang
tai nghe giong ndi cua cd vong lai tr phia sau nhirng hang céy, h'6i tc lai
troi vE cai dém cha t6i rovi vao tay Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau.

bém hém dé.

Cha t6i ¢6 hen & Gion nén dan theo anh ca toi cling ra ngoai. Sau khi

hop hanh k&t thiic, anh ca téi da nhin theo bong hinh cha ding & bén xe



buyt tredc dén Yasaka dwa tién minh. Sau d6 cha da d&n mdt quan rwou &
Kiyamachi, cung anh thr u6ng rwou. Khi da say cha bao anh th bién
thanh tau dién Eizan gia lam chan déng phd” dém, r'6i bao anh thir tdi mot
minh tr& vé rieng thiéng Tadasu tredc. Ky trc vE chuyén d6 da roi khoi dau
anh tht toi.

Vi da cuing anh thir u6ng rwqwu, cha t6i cling da kha say. Bwdc chin 6ng
hoi 1do dao. Cha di bd qua con phd khuya. Pich d&€n ctia 6ng l1a nha hang

truyén thong Kyoto Chitoseya & Pontocho.

Trong phong trdi chi€u tatami cia Chitoseya, Ebisugawa Soun dang
mac trang phuc truyén thng ng'6i d6, cho doii cha t6i dén.

Soun vdn cye ky yéu thich keo jintan*, 1ao dang 12’y keo tir mot cai hdp
inro* cé hoa véan chim tri vang son mai kieéu makie* d€ nha&m nhdp, mui
hrrong ngao ngat bay ra. Cdi hop inro hoa 1& d6 dwore gdn vao mot soi day,
dau so1 day la mot chi€c netsuke* hinh Benzaiten dep d€. Mac du Soun
khong nhén ra, nhung netsuke doé 1a do Kaisei bi€n thanh.

Soun thu dwore 1gii nhuén tir cong xwdng ché tao rwroru Denki Bran gia,
lao mua ra't nhiéu netsuke va hdp inro, cat gidu vao cai nha kho s6 mot
clia cdng xudng, va Kaisei ra't thich ngdm nghia bd swu tip 4y. Ngay hom
do, co cling twr canh ctra bi mat cda nha kho ma dot nhap vao bén trong,
dang sip x&p choi dlia v&i bo swru tip quy bau Ay, thi Soun ddt ngot tré ve.
Kaisei v0i va hoa than thanh netsuke hinh Benzaiten. Khong may la Soun
lai chon chi€c netsuke hinh Benzaiten do Kaisei hda than d€ di ra ngoai.

Ch:flng ma’y chd’c cha to1 da dé€n Chitoseya.

“Lam chu phai doii r'6i.”

Nhin thdy Soun, gwong mat dé birng ctia cha t6i néd nu cwoi toe toét.

“Chao anh.” Soun ciing twoi cwoi cii dau.
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Trong can phong 16t chi€u tatami rong rai lanh 1€o, ngoai Soun va cha
toi ra thi khong con ai khdac. Ngon deén di€n mo6 phong I'6ng den gid'y tda ra
anh sang diu diu, mdt gbc phong trai chi€u tatami chim trong béng t6i. Hai
ngwdi ho vira ngim nhin canh sic ban dém bén bo song Kamogawa phia
sau ctra kinh, vira chén tac chén thu.

Trudc day, theo phong tuc cia gidi Tanuki, cha to6i da dit chi di theo
hoc sw phu Akadama. Khong rd mdi li€n hé gitra hai anh em than thiét
lu6n cung nhau hoc hanh da sttt mé vi nguyén nhéan gi, nhung khi cha va
me t0i thanh vor chong thi cling 1a ldc chu t6i tré thanh con nudi cua nha
Ebisugawa. Sau khi anh Yaichiro va anh Yajiro ra doi, cha va chd toi lai
cung nhau tranh doat cdi gh&” Niseemon, thé"1a tinh cdm anh em lai cang bi
ton thwong. Khi chirng kién cha t6i doat dwgc céi ghé” Niseemon, chi ciing
doc Iyc vao viéc hién thyc héa nha mdy san xua't reou Denki Bran gia, sau
dé duwgrc mang cai tén Ebisugawa Soun.

Budi tiéc hoa gidi d&m hém d6 1a do 101 moi ctia Soun.

“Anh ciing da khién chd phai cay ding nhiéu réi nhi?”

“Puweec roi, anh a. Bon minh cling dau con tré nira. Chuyén véi chi nha,
hay chuyén Niseemon, khong phai déu da qua ro6i sao. Em bay gio da la
mot Tanuki tredng thanh, cling da ¢6 con. Ching ta khong thé cha’p nhat
nhtrng chuyén vun vit nira.”

“Nhirng 1o d6 that ding mung. Pung la chi da trd nén ra't tuyét voi.”

“Khong khong, phéi néi 1a anh méi ding.”

Liic d6, cha tdi chot dwa méit vé géc phong, gwrong mit 16 vé khé hiéu.
“0rd6 c6 gi vay?” Cha toi néi.

“Nhin c6 vé gidong cdi [6ng nhi?”



“Co vé giong cai [ong that.”

Soun néi. “D€ em bao nguoi ta don di nhé.”

“Khong, khong can phién phirc vy dau. Nhwng sao mot thir ky qudi
nhw thé lai dit & chd nay?”

Cha t61 n6i1 vay roi ngép dai.

“Anh a, anh say roi chang?”

“Chu chaamg can lo lang. T6i chrflng bao gio say ca.”

Nhwng cha t6i qua da say roi.

N€éu khong, cha hin da phét gidc ra cdi biy do Soun sip xé&p.

“Vay sao? Nhwng em nghi ta nén mau chong lam nghi thirc hoa giai di
thoi. Ngay hom nay em moi dé€n cd mot ngeoi lam chieng. Ching ta clng
chinh thirc trao doi lovi hira hoa giai, roi khong ngan ngai ma uéng thit say
nao.”

“Chu néi toan nhirng chuyén dao to bia lon. C6 t6i ¢6 chd diy thoi
khong phai la dwoc r'oi sao?”

“Khéng, anh oi. Ching ta bay gio’ d€u 1a nhitng Tanuki ganh vac gidi
Tanuki trén lwng, vdy nén lam céi gi cling phai dang hoang mé&i dwore.”

“Chu bi€t néi chuyén that day.”

Khi Soun cat ti€ng goi, cdnh ctra ngan phong trai chi€u bén canh lién
bat m& nhw da cho doi tw ra't 1au.

Trén mat chi€u tatami trai mot tA'm tham mau doé ryc, cd x€p ban ghé,
& bdn phia la b6n ngon dén dién cao téa sang 1ap lanh. Li Thién cau
Kurama v&i ca vat da thao 16ng dang dwa lung vao ghé€’, vira yén lang udng
rro'u vira nhin cha t6i. T6i da néi vé viéc khi minh vira m&i ra doii, gitra su

phu Akadama va 1i Thién cau Kurama da phat sinh tranh chap. “Swy kién



ndi Nyoigadake gid”, v&i Tanuki 1a niém khodi trd, con voi Thién cau
Kurama 12 ndi nhuc nha.

Ping gitta nhitng Thién cat Kurama dang nhin cha t6i chim chim vé&i
vé mat rd't dang so’ 1a mot cd gdi tré thon tha dang hit thudc 14.

Co &y cung v&i Thién cau Kurama da gip go nhw thé nao, t6i cling
chflng hay biét. C6 1€ la Thién cau Kurama da cét ti€ng moi moc co gai
thanh thuc thuit bay lwon ty do trong khdng trung va cé thé tly y tan bd
trén troi ndy ching? Sau d6 ¢ Ay thwong roi khoi chd & chia sw phu
Akadama d€ t&i tham ndi Kurama, va ciing dang dan da vang danh &
Kyoto, khi€n sw phu tha h'6 nwdng banh mochi.

Co gdi dap tit di€u thudc, roi lwdt sang phong bén nay.

“CoO Suzuki Satomi d&én tham dy clng ching ta v&i twe cach ching

nhan.”

Soun noi.

Cha t6i mé to mit nhin cham cham Suzuki Satomi.

Cha khong th€ lvong dwoe chuyén lai phai d61 mat véi nhwoc dieém
duy nhdt ciia minh. Ban tay ¢cAm chén bdng run 1én ban bat. Khi ¢d liéc
mét lai nhin, cdi chén tir trong tay cha toi roi xudng, regru d6 ra thim wot
mat chi€u tatami. Sy s’ hai ma chinh minh cting khong hi€u noi khién cha
t6i khong th€ ctr ddong. Cha nhidm chit mét, than hinh 14p tic thu nhd lai,
16ng cuing moc 1én.

Chflng may chdc trén tAm ném ngodi da 12 mot con Tanuki dang yén
ldng. “C6 Suzuki, tai sao vay?” Con Tanuki &y noi.

“Toi chéng ngo sé dwgrc gip c6 & mot chd the nay.”

“B&i vi dao nay ong da chgng lui d&n thim nom d&y. Ong qua thuc so’



to1 d€n vay sao?”

“... Su phu c6 bi€t viéc nay khong?”

“That dang thwong. Sw phu ch:flng hé bi€t gi ca.”

Con Tanuki dang ng6i trén t&'m ném li€n cong lung lgi nhw da boé cudc.
Co6 ta dm 18y con Tanuki gio’ 1én cao, cwoi 1on.
“Gidi 1dm! Gidi 1§m!”

Ld Thién cau Kurama dang ngdi thanh hang & phong bén kia cat ti€ng
hoan ho.

Vao cudi nam do, vi “Benten” tién nhiém cda Cau lac bo ngay thir Sdu
da rat lui d€ lai mot chd trdng. Vi cao tudi nha't & Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau
la “Jurojin” da dé cw c6 gai tam dau y hgp & phd dém Pontocho 1a Suzuki
Satomi. Tuy nhién d€ gia nhap cau lac bg, cd &y can phai virot qua mot thwe
thach. D6 1a chuan bi cho tiéc tat nién, néi cach khac 1a chuan bi n'6i lau
Tanuki.

Soun nhin xudng cha t6i da bi nhét vao trong I'd6ng v&i vé ngao man.

“Vinh biét, anh trai.” Lao no6i. “Chung ta sé chaalng bao gior gédp lai nhau
nwa.”

Nhin theo bong Iwng cia Soun dang 1an khoi phong, cha toi ldng 1€ noi.

“Em trai. Chu thdy 6n v&i chuyén nay sao?”

Cha t5i da khong hay khong biét ma méic vao cdi bdy do Tanuki, Con
ngurdi va Thién cau 1ap nén, sau d6 bi ném vao trong n'6i sat nau 1au.

Sau d6 chuyén gi da xay ra?

Cau lac bd ngay thtr Sdu da chuan bi ém thdm cho bira yén tiéc,
Ebisugawa da tra dwgc mdi han thu tich tu nhiéu ndm va tréd thanh thu linh

thye quyén cda gioi Tanuki, Suzuki Satomi dwoe Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau



hoan nghénh va tr¢ thanh “Benten”, Benten phat huy tai nang Thién cau
ctia minh mdt céch bung nd, du dd cdi thing ngdy ngd 12 toi gdy nén “su
kien Cay sam Ma vwong”, sw phu Akadama didp xu6ng Ciy sam Ma
veong bi tregt ngd chdn thwong chan, hdu nhe mat hét nang lyc cua
Thién call, the' roi bay Thién cAu Kurama da chién thing cudc chién gianh
dia ban ctia gii Thién cau, dudi ké thu 1au ndm 1a sw phu Akadama ra khoi
nui Nyoigadake.

Nhitng vin ménh xoén xuyt ctia Thién cAu, Con ngwdi va Tanuki da
giao nhau & can phong 16t chi€u tatami dém d6, do viéc cha t6i sa vao n'6i

140 ma mdi vAn ménh lai ré theo nhitng khic quanh khéc nhau.
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Trong khi 1ing nghe nhirng 1¢i Kaisei néi, tdi cdi gam mit.

Cha t6i la nguoi da dat tén cho Kaisei, ong ra't yéu thwong Kaisei.
Kaisei cling rat kinh yéu cha t6i. Th& nhung vi mot sy viéc khong ngo ma
cd lai bi Thién cau bao vay, chirng ki€n cha minh “pham phai tdi ac thdm
chi khong xtng lam Tanuki”. Mot con Tanuki nho c6 th€ lam gi day? Bdi
vay Kaisei da thwong lui t¢i tham héi anh th tdi dang giam minh dwdi
day gi€ng. Nhung cb Ay cling khong th€ néi v&i ngwoi anh ho da than thiét
v&i minh tir thué 4u tho ring “cha em di khién cha anh bj mang na'u 18u”.
Chéng may chdc anh td6i dd qua quen voi viéc lam éch ma danh mat
dwong tré vé voi gidi Tanuki. Co hdi cudi cung d€ trit bd ganh nang
trong long da bién ma't, Kaisei m&i ng'di bén bor gi€ng ma khoc.

Trong bong td1, tdi nghe thd'y tiéng Kaisei. “Xin 16i.”

“T61 da nghi d€n chuyén nhw vay roi. Vi da mai nghi nhw vy, nguoc



lai by gio tdi m&i thd'y ngac nhién.”

Tbi néi tiép. “Vay anh toi bi bat gitt & dau? Me t6i thi sao?”

“T61 cung khong biét...”

Kaisei dot ngdt hét 1€n tha't thanh. “A! Mau tha toi ra!”

Bui ¢o trong rirng chot rung dong dir doi, r'oi dot ngdt yén lang. “Co
chuyén gi thé?” Du tdi cé't ti€ng hdi nhung khdng ¢6 ai tra 1o1.

Khi t6i d&€n géan bui rdm, tir phia sau nhirng hang ciy chot xua't hién vo
sO cai I'ong den gidy ghi chir “Ebisugawa” that to. Nhw dwoc bao vé bdi
nhirng ddm sang cua 1'6ng den Ay, Ebisugawa xud't hién v&i gwong mit
hom hinh bat Iwong. D€ tranh nhitng giot mwa van dang gidi xudng tu
dinh ngon cay, doan than vé Ebisugawa cam du dwa ra che.

Khi Ebisugawa bit dau buwdc di trén con duwong din vao dén, tdi cling
canh giac lui lai gir khoang céch.

“Nay Yasaburo.”

Soun n& nu cwei xau xa. “Pung d€ y nhirng chuyén Kaisei néi nhé.
Con bé mo mo* mang mang khong phan biét dwoe ranh gidi gitka mo' va
thyc, nén m&i néi mad’y chuyén nhw vady da’y. Con gdi nha chd dwoc bdo
boc qud nén mdéng manh 1dm.”

Poan than vé Ebisugawa tan ra trén con dwong 1én tham dén, vay 187y

A

tol1.

“Pém nay du thing hay thua, chd cling mudn mdi cd nha Shimogamo
dén, cing nhau m& tiéc. Moi nguoi nha chdu déu cé mat ca roi, chi ¢
chau 12 khong biét & dau, 1am chd lo 1ing 1dm day.”

“Cam on chi da c6 loi moi, nhwng dém nay nha chau da bao tron quan

Akegarasu roi a.”



“Céi thang nay chzamg bi€t gi cd. K& hoach &y hda thanh gidy 106n r'6i.”

Mot ga trong ddm than vé chia 6 ra ti€n gan dén t6i. Ga c6 vé nhuw dinh
dwa 0 ra cho t61, nhung t61 da ha't cai 6 &y, lui lai.

“Cd nguwoi chau déu wdt hét roi, cing khong biét dén 1€ nghi, nén
chdu xin phép khong th€ dén tiéc mung dwge.”

“Dau ¢6 thé nao thi may ciing khong chay thoat dwoc dau. Néu d€
minh bj thwong thi that 12 ngdc. Tao con sip phdi t&i x& 1y cong chuyén &
Sensuiro, dirng lam ma't thoi gian cla tao nira.”

Poan than vé Ebisugawa lw Itr thu hep khoang cach v&i t6i. “Pung ¢
lai gan day!” Toi hét 1én. “Ai lai gan tao s& cin cho nit mong day!”

To1 nhe nanh ra, doan than vé Ebisugawa giat minh lui lai. Chung dwa
mét nhin nhau.

Lic &Yy trén dinh cdy cao chot vang dénh mdt giong néi trong tréo: “Ong
dang lam gi th€’, Ebisugawa?”

T6i ngwdc méit nhin 1én, tha'y Benten dang ddp xudng duwong 1én thim
dén gitra anh chdp. Hinh nhw ¢6 &y dang bay lwon thi troi d6 mwa, nén
madi téc ciia cO wot nhep, trong lai cang thém vé yéu kiéu. “Mua to qua.
That 1a vat va.” C6 n6i. Poan than vé Ebisugawa c6 vé hodng s¢’, né xa co
ay.

“Co Benten, that vui khi thdy ¢6 manh gidi.” Soun noi.

“T6i vira ndi 1a toi chaalng manh gidi gi co ma.” N6i xong, Benten dwa
tay vudt toc. “To6i dang trd mwa & trén cao, nhwng lai nhin thdy Yasaburo &
day. C4u héa thanh cdi di cho t6i v&i nhé.”

“Vang, n€u la vi cd Benten, du la cédi du hay cdi gi khic to1 cung hoa

than dwoc.” T6i hao hirng néi.



“Khéng, nhirng ma...” Soun ngip ngung noi.

“Cai gi thé¢’ Ebisugawa, o6ng c6 phan nan gi a?”

“T61 dang dinh dit ciu ta t&i bira tiéc hoa giai d6 ma. Nén c6 Benten
ma din Yasaburo di bay gic, t6i s& giip khé khiin 1dm.”

“Ong néi ring minh gdp khé khin, nhwng toi ty hdi chuyén &y thi cé
lién can gi t&i toi dau? Ong dinh bao ring toi cr wét nhep thé nay ma di vé
nha a?”

“Khong khong, to1 nao dam néi the"”

“Vay d€'td6i mwon cau ta mot lic nhé.”

Tboi héa thanh cAy du. Ban tay lanh ngit cia Benten nim 13y c4n du,
xde rdng ra. Co vira xoay tron ciy du Yasaburo vira bit dau roi bude. Trén
con dwong 1én @61, nhirng s¢ri mwa mong dap vao nguoi toi.

“Muwa du qua nhi?”

“May nho ¢6 ma t6i dwore ctru. Cam on ¢6 ra't nhiéu.”

“Toi1 da lam gi co?”

Benten ndi nhw dang hat. “C6 gi ddu ma cam on.”

Gitra con mwa va sim chop dang trit xudng, Benten thong tha bwdc
di. C6 ra d&n bor dé cda song Kamogawa, khong them d€ tdim dén ti€ng
sdm gam gur ma ti€p tuc binh than ti€n buwdc. Trén bo dé khong mot bong
ngwoi qua lai, dong song Kamogawa cu'on cudn duc ngau, trong co vé rat
lanh gia. T61 im thin thit.

“Sao theé?”

Benten dot ngdt néi. “Ngay hdm nay ciu ctr cAm nhw hén vay.”

“Co6 da dwoc Ebisugawa nho va, ddy cha to6i vao biy ding khong...?

Tai sao ¢6 lai khong néi gi ca?”



Benten ngang dAu nhin 1&n ciy du 12 t6i v&i 4nh mét tréng rdng. “Vi
cau dau cé héi.”

“Con nguoi ding 1a mot 1 xau xa...”

“T6i 1a Thién cau ma.”

“Khong, ¢6 1a Con nguei. DU ¢6 lam thé nao ¢6 ciing 1a Con nguwoi.”

Benten n& nu cwoi tinh nghich, dwa tay ra ngoai du hing 18’y giot nwdc
mua. “Vi thé¢" nén cau gidn ma khong noi gi hay sao?”

“Khong chi c6 th&. Anh c3 tdi da bi bon Ebisugawa bit roi. Ngay hom
nay la tiéc ta't nién ctia Cau lac b ngay thir Sau ding khéng? Anh ca toi
chic sé bi bit dem di ndu 1au mat.”

“Qi trovi, vy toi nay toi s dn anh trai ciu sao? Thé' thi gay that.”

“Co lam on ctru anh trai téi dwgrc khong?”

“To1 khong bi€t.”

“Tai sao? Vi chiing t6i 1a Tanuki nén c6 s€ khong gitp do sao?”

“Bdi vi toi 1a Con ngwoi ma.”

V&i vé mit nhwe vira dwa toi vao trong, Benten cwoi khiic khich.

“C06 Benten khong mudn gitp to6i thi cling chzalng con cich nao. Toi1 sé
cd ty minh lam gi d6 vdy. Céau lac bd ngay thi Sau dinh t0 chirc tiéc &
dau?”

“La quan Chitoseya trén dwong Pontocho. Nhwng cdu dung ¢6 da'm da
x6ng vao day nhé. Cau lic nao ciing dung toan nhirng ciach bao Iwc, that
dang ghét.”

Cheamg may chdc ching toi dd dén géc phia Pong Bic cta ngi tu
Kawaramachi Imadegawa, Benten vAy tay ngoic mot chiéc taxi dang chay

xudng phia Nam dwong Kawaramachi. Co treo cdi du Yasaburo Ién tay



cam ctia mot chi€c xe dap dau trai phép gan d6. Khi taxi dung lai va ctra
m¢ ra, Benten cti ngwoi vé phia toi, dot ngdt tham thi.

“Gido sw Yodogawa néi rang chiéu hom nay sé di nhan mot con
Tanuki. Ong &y c¢6 hira 12 s& lién lac v&i nguoi bit Tanuki roi.”

“Ra la vay. Gido s Yodogawa a?”

“Sau do6 cdu ty lo liéu di nhé. B&i vi t6i 1a Con nguwoi, nén chi ¢é nhiém
vu an con Tanuki nao héa thanh mén 1au thoi. Chealng c6 dau long hay cay
déng gi hét.”

Vwa vudt mai toc den, Benten vura leo 1én xe taxi.

T6i nhin Benten di vé phia Nam, tham nghi: “Phai di tim gido sw
Yodogawa ngay m&i duoe.”

Co 1€ gido s dang & phong nghién ctru cta treong dai hoc, né€u bi mat
1én theo va di dén dia di€m trao d6i thi s€ on. Téi voi vd mubn t&i ngay
phong nghién ctru, khi di bang qua cau 1on Kamo, thi tv dau Dong cau lai
nhin thdy mot ngwoi dan 6ng trung nién 6m mot vat dwoc boc trong
furoshiki* dang cham rdi di bo. TAm lung khom khom, cdi bung phénh ra,
grong mit gidng nhw Hotei. Khong thé nham dwoe, chic chin d6 1a gido
s Yodogawa. Hinh nhw 0ng ta dang chuan bi di nhan Tanuki.

“That 1a vira khéo! Ct¢ nhw 1a thian linh phtt hd minh vay!”

T6i hét sirc pha'n khai.

000

T6i héa than thanh dng gia chdng gdy, di bing qua phd mua sdm Demachi

tAp nip ngwoi qua lai vao ngdy cudi ndm. B&i vi con mwa van con dang
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trit xuéng, trong phd mai vom day hoi am. Vat boc trong furoshiki hét va
chd nay lai dung chd kia, con gido s Yodogawa vung vé tiép tuc bude di.

Ch:flng may chd’c vi gido sw dd ra d&€n duwong Teramachi.

O noi d6 c¢6 mot cira tiém tén 1 Chikurintei. Vi gido su ding trude cia
ngdi nha, ¢6 vé nhw dang khit khit miii mot lic. O ctra ra vao cua cira tiém
chit hep, bén canh cdi cira chdn song bang gd d4 qua nhiéu nim thdng, c6
dit mot con Tanuki bing da't nung Shigaraki dang ndam kénh. Gido sw vudt
ve cdi bung ctia con Tanuki &Yy, roi mé cdnh cira chdn song gb budc vao
bén trong.

Chikurintei 1a mot tiém soba 1au doi.

Tw trede khi s phu Akadama bi d6n dudi vé phia sau khu ph6” mua
sam Demachi, sw phu da thuong hay lui t&i noi ddy. Bay gior khi di 1am
vao canh ngd s6ng mdt minh va't bo thé gian, n€u cé dit chan vao bép thi
cling chi ch& ra mot mén chdo loang ky di, voi sw phu thi cira tiém soba
nay cling nhw nhirng @0 ti€p t€ cia t6i, 1a s¢i day sinh ménh quan trong. Vi
yéu thich com trirng clia ctra tiém nay, Benten cling thwong hay dén day.
Tdi ciing tirng dwoe ¢d Ay dat theo. Com trirng diing 14 ngon that.

D¢ thdm do tinh hinh chic chin, ti theo dudi gido sw budc viao bén
trong.

Khi budc vao, bén tay phai toi c6 dat mot bép 10 1on dang pha hoi
nong. Bén tay trai la mot gia sich day tap chi. Phia bén trén la mdt may
dién thoai cong cong mudi yén cling mot con méo moi khach tring den.
Trong ctra tiém hep dai nhw khoang tau dién, chi c6 x€p may ban ghé& bén
chd nho sét hai bén twong.

Vi gido s quay mat vé huong tdi voi vé ngdy ngwoi lam toi giat minh,

nhung Ong &Yy chaamg the bi€t 6ng gia dang bam dudi minh chinh Ia toi. Toi



¢ tinh 14m bam mAaYy ciu vd nghia rdi ngdi xudng mot géc, dwa mat trong
1én nhirng t&m thé ghi tén mon an treo day trén twong™.

Chikurintei noi ti€ng voi thwe don g6m nhiéu mén dén ky quic. Du
treo bi€n la tiém soba nhwng dén cd com trirng Tenshinhan ciling ban nira,
ma com Tenshinhan d6 cling ra't ngon, that 1a ky qudi. Vira nhin 1én maYy
tAm thé tdi vira néi vong vao trong: “Xin 16i”, nhung trong bép yén ling
nhw to, khong ¢6 bong dang ai ca.

Vi gido s dot ng6t dirng day, di vao phia trong toilet.

Mot ldc sau, chii quan cudi cuing cling chia mat ra tw trong bép, tdi noi
“Cho mot phan com trieng.” Thé roi t6i ngdi an com trieng da dwoc lam
xong, nhung vi gido sw mai van khong thdy ra khoi toilet. Vi cheamg bi€t
khi nao thi vu trao nhian Tanuki m&i ti€n hanh, nén tdi 4n ma cling chaalng
thay ngon. T6i an nhw the’ dang nh'6i com vao miéng.

Van khong thd’y bong dang vi gido sw diu. Ngwoi s& giao Tanuki cho
ong ta cting khong xua't hién.

C6 gi d6 that la.

Khong th€ chiju dwoe canh ng6i yén, tdi mdt Tan nira thir goi dién cho
em trai.

To6i dirng day khoi gh€’, nhd’'c 6ng goi clia cai may dién thoai loai ding
tién mwoi yén bén ctra chan song gd. C6 1€ vi bung da no cing, tdi chot
tré nén 1o do. Vira ling nghe ti€ng dién thoai d& chudng, toi vira nhin
ngﬁm con meo moi khach ngao man bén canh may dién thoai. Khi tdi cam
1én xem tht, thi tha'y con m¢o moi khach nang trich mau den &y & phia sau
¢ ghi mot dong chir 1on: “Quyén Tho Trong Lai”. Toi vira nghi may dong
d6 that ching hop véi mot con meéo mdi khdch tf nao, vira ngdp vira cho

doi, thi n6i dwgc may véi dién thoai di ddng ctia em trai toi.
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Thé& nhung ngwdi bén kia dau diy khong phai 1a Yashiro. Hin chi néi
mot cau duy nhat: “Quyén Tho Trong Lai.”

Cuing ldc d6, tir phia sau t6i bong vang 1én mot giong néi “Quyén Tho
Trong Lai”. T6i ngac nhién quay déu lai. Lic d6 vi gido su vira bwdce ra tw
toilet da dirng gitra tiém soba dai hep, trén tay cAm cai dién thoai di dong
clia em trai toi. Vi gido su nhdy mat v&i tdi mot cdch ddy 4m mudi, né nu
cwoi khodi tra.

Khong hi€u twr diu t6i nghe tha'y ti€ng gb hyoshigi*.

V&i tin hiéu dé, mot tAm man ba mau dworc kéo ra che kin ctra ra vao.
Trén tdAm man kéo noi bat may chir “Quyén Tho Trong Lai” that to. MaYy
tA'm thé ghi thwc don day trén twong vang 1én 4m thanh nhw ti€ng ném bai
menko™ roi1 14t ngeorc mat sau lai.

Trén nhirng tAm thé déu la dong chir “Quyen Tho Trong Lai”, “Quyen
Tho Trong Lai”, “Quyén Tho Trong Lai”.

Quyén Tho Trong Lai. Tirc 1a nhirng ké da tirng tha't bai lai manh mé
trd’ minh, d€n tdn cong mot [4n nira.

Nu cuoi toe toét trén mét vi gido sw nd rong ra, nhirng s¢i ria mép dai
mau tring moc lin phin trén gd m4. Pdi mét hep ctia vi gido sw nhuwr the I6i
ra tr& nén to va tron, trom trirng tda dnh sdng vang. C6 vé nhur dic y khong
chiu n6i, nu cwoi khodi trd pho ra trén gwong mét &y trong hét sirc dang
cam ghét.

To6i gian dir tAn cOng tAm man kéo, nhwng né nady nay mém mém, nhw
th€ d@'m vao mdt cdi mochi chia lam ba mau xanh, cam, den. Ngoai trir 1am
né nay tré lai thi khong thé 1am gi khdc. Hon thé nitra co’ bép trong ngudi
tdi vi sao d6 ma té té khong con sitc Iyc. Khi tdi nghi ra chic han trong to

com trirng d6 ¢6 bd thudc, thi da qua mudn roi.
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To6i ngd bét xudng san, nhwng di vdy tay van bau 14y tAm rém. Toi
cam th&’y khong con chit strc Iyc nao nira.

Tiém soba vang 1én ti€ng rAm ram ro6i lao dao, tw trén tran nha vang
1én giong néi. “Bién hinh hay 1dm, anh a!”

Gido sw Yodogawa gia nhin 1én tran nha, vira cwoi vira dép 1ovi.

“Lam gidi 1dm, Ginkaku.”

T6i 1am bam “Cdt xudng dia nguc di.” Tw ldc nhén thire dwoc d€n nay,
khong ¢ mdt ngay nao ma tdi khong coi thwong hai anh em bi ca gidi
Tanuki coi la @6 ngdc nghé&ch d6, thé’ ma gio lai bi ching lra mot cach
ngoan muc thé& nay, toi that xdu h6 d¢n mirc muén ném minh vao n'6i 1au.

Nhin xudng t6i da nga guc, Kinkaku cuoi.

Thing d6 gio cdi ['ong vira dworc 147y ra trong boc furoshiki 1én cao, 16n
giong tuyén bo'.

'9’

“Puworc roi cac quy ong. Ngay bdo thu da dén



Chuong bdy
Téc chdn tung ting

Hhi tdi roi vao by clia Kinkaku va Ginkaku ma quy ngd trén san nha
cua tiém mi soba gid, em trai t6i cling guc xudng trén san nha cua nha kho
s& mot trong cdng xwdong ché rworu Denki Bran gia.

Vi sao thing bé lai bi giam gil trong &y?

Moi chuyén bét dau Ia ti¥ budi trra ngay hom d6. Ciing 1a liic toi dang
dao choi & khu viye xung quanh Shijo Kawaramachi.

Trong c6ng xwong ché& tao rwou Denki Bran gia & Shogoin
Rengezocho, em trai td6i dang nhin ra ngoai ctra s0. Tt ctra sO ban thiu cta
fang ba c6 th€ trong thad'y ddp nwdc Ebisugawa yén tinh sang 1én gitra mot
ngay ning nhat, & d6 vin phong quan ly kénh dio cta cuc cap thoit nuwdc
thanh phd” Kyoto nhd 1én nhr mot ban ddo. Hang cay trén dwong Reisen &
bén kia bor s6ng chi con nhirng canh kho trong mua ddng, canh vt trong
that hiu quanh.

Trén céi sofa boc da den, hai thing Kinkaku va Ginkaku ndm won ra
vira vO bung vira hidt mot loai thudc 14 ¢6 mui ky di. Khi bon ching ra
1&€nh: “Mau di don dep ma’y cdi td dién cili nhét trong hdp cha't d6ng & nha
kho s6 mdt di!”, em trai t61 nghi: “Lai bit dau gio tro bit nat minh r'6i.”

Rwou Denki Bran gida dwoe thir nghiém Tan dau tién bdi nhieng nhan
vién cta Cuc Dién thoai Trung wong Kyoto tir thoii Taisho. Qua trinh ché
tao loai rworu nay dwoe ti€p tuc dén tdn ngay nay voi rat nhi€u cai thién.
MOoi T4n quy trinh thay d6i, ngwdi ta lai thai ra nhiéu ta dién, hay binh chira

hinh qua ca tim, hay la 6ng chan khong hoac 1a dng ngung tu dic thu.



Phwong phdp san xudt ctia reoru Denki Bran gid khong dwoe phép 16 ra
ngoai, hon ntra viéc quan 1y von tén nhiéu cong sirc, nén & cdng xudng,
nhirng thir @6 da khéng con dung dwore nhw thé” déu dwgc nh'éi nhét vao
trong nha kho s& mot. Tanuki von thi€u y thirc vé chuyén don dep phan
loai, nén nghe néi & trong chd sdu nha't ciia nha kho van con cdi hom dan
may chira dyng ddu tich vé qua trinh vat 16n clia ngai Amagi, ngwoi dau
ti€n phat minh ra rwegru Denki Bran gia.

Trong nha kho s6” mot, nhirng thir ¢6 th€ goi la lich s clia phwong
phép ché& tao Denki Bran gia d6 cha't ddng mot cach hdn loan, chi nhin thoi
da bi ngop. Ngay tw dau, do cheatng phai Ia vi€c em trai t6i mdt minh lo liéu
dworc.

“Nay nay, mau di cho nhanh di.” Kinkaku néi. “Bon tao tir chiéu nay
phai chuah bj cho budi tdi roi, ban ron 14m.”

“Khong coi séc may bit dau cdng viéc dang hoang thi bon tao khong
th€ ra ngoai dwore.” Ginkaku noi.

Em t6i da coi chuyén d6 cling 1a mét ki€u rén luyén.

D6 1a diém dang kham phuc ctia thang bé, nhung ciing 12 chd ngu ngdc
clia né nura.

Em t6i xin tay 4o lén di vé hwéng nha kho s& mot. Kinkaku va
Ginkaku hop luc gitip em tdi ddy cénh ctra sit ning né cao 16n hon tAm
véc ciia né khong bi€t bao nhi€u lan.

“Soéng dién thoai di ddng c6 thé€ lam ma’y cdi td dién v&i may mdc cii
khéi dong lai ddy. Bung d€ minh bj thwong.” Kinkaku ngot ngao ndi.
“May nén d€ dién thoai & ngoai nay thi tot hon.”

Em trai t6i dat dién thoai di déng xudng phia dudi cAy ngén hanh 1om

nam bén canh nha kho.



Em tbi tuyét vong bwdc vao dong ho 16n 16n xdn, nhwng chéng con
cach nao khac ngoai hoan thanh cong viéc. Khi em t61 dang nhét mady céi
ta dién cli cha't ch'dng nhw ndi bén canh vao trong hdp, thi cho't khong hi€u
sao lai thdy xung quanh t&1 hin di. Khi n6 nhin lai, thi thA'y cdnh ctra sit
khong 16 dang twr tr khép lai. N6 hoang h6t quay ra, nhwng khoéng kip ntra.
Mot ti€ng Am lanh 1€o vang 1€n, em t01 bi nhdt trong nha kho t61 om. Vi vo
cung hoang s¢’ nén no lai d€’10i dudi.

O ngoai ctra, Kinkaku va Ginkaku c6 vé dang 6m bung cuoi.

“Pung 1a con cai nha Shimogamo, toan la mét 1t ngd'c.” Kinkaku néi.
“Co6 bi€t cau ‘Du Poan Dai Dich’* khong?”

“Anh hai, bdy gio’ minh ding quat Phong Théan L6i Théan dwgc chwa?
Lam né am am lén dwoc chwa?”

“Binh tinh da nao, Ginkaku. Phai xac dinh dwoc noi chdn caa Yaichiro
da. Chic hin 1a y dang & chiia Nanzen nhi? A ma Kaisei lai di ddu ma't roi.
Con bé cir tr ¥ hanh dong nhw thé nay, k& hoach sé hong bét.”

“Khi bit dwoc Yaichiro va bdc gdi roi thi con Yasaburo. Thang d6 khé
nhan 14m.”

“Pwrng ¢6 hén nhwr vdy. Cha hin s& bét duoc nd thoi, n€u khong duoc
thi minh s€ th lam gi d6.”

“Anh that binh tinh. Hoi qué binh tinh d&h em ciing tha’y so luén. A
ma, con con &ch dwdi gi€ng kia thi lam thé nao day?”

“C4i thing 4y, ctt bd mic ciing ching sao. Mot dira ching dworc tich s
gl.”’

Thé r'6i Ginkaku va Kinkaku roi di.

Em t6i ném ngwoi vao cdi ctra sat, kéu gao tim sy gitp do’, nhung vi tw
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d4u nha kho s& mét da 1a noi tp trung nhirng thir xa ban, nén chgng co ai
lui t&i ca. Du biét gia dinh minh dang gap nguy hi€m, nhwng né khéng c6
cach nao lién lac dworc.

Ch:flng may chdc nha kho da rung rung nhw dong dat, vang 1én am
thanh nhu ¢6 ai dang ném d4 xudng mai nha.

Muwa gi6 sa'm sét da dén.

Twdng tweng hinh bong me minh dang hoang hdt chay trén Loi Than,
em toi lai khong th& ngdi yén. Thoi gian et tirng khic trdi qua. Em t6i cir
mai hét 1&én r'oi dap vao cura st d&n mét nhoai, nhw bj chdn vii gitra dong
td dién, r6i né bit dau khéc.

“Me oi1! Cac anh o1!”

Ti€ng mwa gidi xudng mai nha kho bao vy 18y em trai toi.

000

Hoan toan khong hay bi€t em minh dang gidp khé khan nhw the, gitra mwa
dong va sa'm sét, anh ca téi cho xe kéo ty hanh lao nhw dién vé hwdng
rirng thiéng Tadasu.

Ngay hom &y, anh ca t6i da c6 dy dinh sau khi ghé qua chua Nanzen s€
ter @6 dé€n Sensuiro & Kiyamachi. Ly do anh t6i vi va ch&m dirt cudc hop
v&oi nha Nanzenji ma phéng xe nhw dién trong mwa gié si'm chop de€' tré vé
rirng thiéng Tadasu, 12 bdi vi lo 1dng cho me.

Th€ nhung khi xe di d€n gan nha may phat dién Ebisugawa, thi mot
con meo dot ngodt lao ra dwong Reisen.

Vi tranh con meo nén cai xe kéo bi 1at, anh ca t6i bi con mwa dw x51



vao nguoi, nga lan ra dwong. Pau goi bi va ddp manh dén chodng vang,
anh vd y tré lai 18t Tanuki, bi bon thii ha nha Ebisugawa bt gitr. Con meo
con la nguyén nhan gay ra tai nan von chi 1a mot con thd nh'di bong dwoc
kéo bai mot ké ndp trong bong tdi clia cac hang cay.

Bon than vé nha Ebisugawa nhGt anh ca t6i vao trong mot cdi clii nho
roi dwa di bing xe hoi. Cudi ciing anh bi mang t&i mot toa nha chung cu
nam phia bén dau Tay cta cAu Kamiya & Kiyamachi.

TAang mdt cia tda nha dé dwoc xdy thd bang xi ming, khong c6 son
pht nhin rdt mit my quan, trén ké gd khong biét 1a tr thoi dai nao bay la
liét nhirng to tap chi cli am wdt bac mau. Trén birc twong chi ¢é treo duy
nha't mot cdi 1'6ng chim trong tao cam giac khong lanh. M&i nhin qua, noi
nay trong nhw mot ctra hang sach cii khdng con chiit y chi mua ban, hau
nhw khong ¢6 khach t&i lui. Tuy nhién ngudn thu nhép ctia cira hang nay

von khong phai 1a tap chi cii, thir ho 1én 1dt kinh doanh 1a rworu Denki Bran

brd

gia.

Poan than vé Ebisugawa dm theo cdi clii nh6t anh ca téi, m¢ canh ctra
phia trong ti€m.

b6 cling 1a mot can phong rdt mat my quan, chi treo mdt bong deén
dién tro troi, bao quanh 1a mot lwong 1on chai regru. Rwgru Denki Bran gia
san xud't & cong xwdng cir nhw thé hing d&m dwoc van chuyéh tdi cic
di€ém ban trong ca dat Lac Trung.

Anh ca t6i nhan ra & trong mdt géc nha kho, c6 mdt con Tanuki ciing bi
nhdt vao cti gidng nhe minh.

Do chinh 1a me.

Pit anh ci day nedc mét cay ding 1én san xi ming lanh 180, doan than

vé Ebisugawa rovi khoi nha kho.



Me t6i bi nhét vao trong ciii, mét nhdm nghién nhw da bo cudc. Anh ca
tdi 15c cdi ciii lach cach, kéu 1én: “Me oi! Me oi!” Ba hé mit ra.

“Yaichiro, con ciing bi bat da'y a?”

“Me o1, bdy gio’ con s€ ciru me déy, nén...”

Anh cd t6i ving vAy dir doi, nhung khong the thoat ra khdi céi 1'0ng
dwoe, cling khdong the don y chi bi€n than. “Khong thoat ra dwoc, khi
that.”

“Khi da bi nhdt vao I'ong thi danh vay thoi, Yaichiro.”

Me t6i the dai néi. “Vi Loi Than dén nén con chay vé bén me ding
khong? Me da lam chuyén t6i té v&i cac con roi. B&i vi me ldc nao cling
so’ hdi L6i Thdn nén sy the mdi thanh ra thé nay.”

“Khong phai vy dau.”

“Yasaburo va Yashiro ra sao r6i nhi? Du me bi€t khong nghi dén
nhtrng chuyén dau long thi t6t hon.”

“Pay la am muwu ctia bon Ebisugawa!”

Anh ca t6i gidn du d€n phat dién. “Cung la Tanuki ma sao lai lam
nhtrng viéc nhu thé?! Ciat xudng dia nguc di!”

Nhung dit anh ¢6 gian dit thé ndo, cdi [6ng chic chin vin khong suy
suyén. Trong nha kho dang lanh dén, anh cd va me t6i bi nhitng suy nghi
ba't an blia vy, mot thoi gian dai troi qua. Me thi thodng lai hit hoi.

Th& r'6i canh ctira m¢& ra, Ebisugawa Soun cuing mdt 6ng 1ao bwdc vao.
b6 1a mot 6ng 1o mac bo trang phuc truyén thong dep de€, phong thai binh
thdn. Anh t6i mit 16e sdng gwo'm gwdm nhin Soun, ldo cling thdn nhién
nhin lai.

“Toi da d€ s&n & day roi.” Soun néi. “Can chuin bj khodng bao nhiéu



ar’

Ong gia &y ¢6 gwong mit vui v&, nhung d6i mit lwedt qua nhin nhing
chai reoru Denki Bran gia lai lanh ling dé€n dang so’. Mot Con nguoi that bi
an, anh ca to6i da nghi th&. Ong gia vwon ¢ ra, nhin ngim nhing binh reou
chong chat mé bén nay. “Benten ciling s€ d&€n, nén chuan bi cho mwoi
nguwoi la duge.”

“Nhéc dén chuyén dé, ldc ndy toi c6 gip cd Benten ddy. Cha, thit 1a
khé khén.”

“Vay sao?”

“C0o Benten nhi€u luc ciing thich dua cot qua. That lam t61 bdi r61.”

“Cha, cdi d6 thi chju thoi. P6 ciing 1a di€m dang yéu ctia ¢d &'y ma.”

Khi hai nguwdi néi chuyén, 4anh mét 6ng gia chot dirng lai & hai cdi ['ong
dit trong géc t6i chia nha kho. “Oi cha 6i cha, khong phai & day lai c6
Tanuki sao?”

Soun vd vao cdi I'ong nhd't anh ca toi. “Con nay 1a toi hira giao lai cho
gido s Yodogawa.”

“Vay sao? Anh Hotei lai phdi nho' d&€n nguwoi khac roi a...? That la
kém cdi. Dao nay anh Hotei ctr nhic d&n Tanuki 12 lai thodi thac.”

“Vi vay nén t6i m&i ra tay tror gitdp.”

Ong gia nheo d6i mit nhw mét rén lai, nhin Soun chim chim. “Anh
cling lam ca loai mua bédn nay sao, Ebisugawa. That 1a mdt ké xau xa.”

“Xin cam ta ngai.”

“Vay tdi nay sé€ c6 t&i hai con Tanuki a? That 1a xa hoa.”

Khi 6ng gia vira néi nhw the’, gwong mit Ebisugawa 1ién bién sic. Lao

dtng chin gitra cdi I'ong nhd't me toi va dng gia. “Khong dwoc. Con niy thi



khong dworc dau a.”

“Chi 1a mét con thu thoi ma.”

“Du ngai Jurojin cé yéu cau, t6i cling khong the’ giao con Tanuki nay ra
dwoc.”

“Anh thich con Tanuki 8y sao?”

“... bung la nhw vay day.”

Hai mé 6ng gia nhan lai thanh mot ny cwoi, roi dng néi: “Thoi, sao
cling dwore.” The r'oi sau khi da chon Iya xong regu Denki Bran gid, ong
gia n6i: “Giri hét chd nay dén tiém Chitoseya cho toi.” Soun ciing ra ding
treedre tién 6ng gia bi an d6 rovi di.

“Me, me c6 k& hoach nao hay khong?”

Anh ¢4 t6i néi. “... C6 vé nhw con sip bi dem na'u 14t ma't roi.”

“Me khong d€ con bi dem ndu lau dau. Nhwng gio chdng ta chgng the
lam dwoc gi ca.”

“Ngudi c6 the ctru ching ta hin 13 Yasaburo, nhung né chic ciing bi
b4t ma't roi. N&u khong thi Soun sé& khong binh tinh nhw viy.”

“Khong dwgrc bd cude.”

Me t6i cwrong quy&t néi. “Van con chwa chic 12 né di bj bit ma.
Yasaburo khon khéo nhw the’, lai chéng bi€t s¢ la gi, me nghi nd hin s& &n

tho1.”
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Trai v&i ky vong clia me, tdi bay gior dang bi nho't trong mot cdi cii nhd.

Moén com trieng ngon lanh héa ra lai tron ddy thu6c. That 1a mot hanh



dong chfmg con dang mat Tanuki. Néu 1a Benten, ngwoi von yéu mén com
trirng vo cung, hin s& ndi con thinh no.

Toi nghi d&n chuyén héa thanh mdt con rong cin vaio mong Kinkaku,
nhung bi d6n ép bdn phia nhw mot cuc dau phu day 1ong, tdi khdong the
xud't ra stec lyc d€ bi€n than. Tanuki khi bién hinh thi khong th€ thi€u sy
binh than tAm tri, nhwng khi gap phai khé khan nhw thé nay, 1am thé& nao
ma gilt dwoe binh tinh day? Tdi chi ¢6 thé nhiic nhich mdt chit xiu, mét
tron qua tron lai ma thoi.

“Thoi di Kinkaku.” T6i néi. “Tha tao ra mau.”

Gido sr Yodogawa gia ¢6 gwong mit ldo 1€u cia con méo moi khach
dang ngdi phia trudce ciii, cdi gdp lung xudng nhin vao mit téi. Vi dic y
nén hai 16 miii né né to ra.

“Chfmg 1€ may lai nhw viy sao? Chgng 18 may lai 14 thing ngu dén
thé™?”

To6i gian dir d&n khdng con 1ovi nao dép lai.

“Thing ngu nhr may c6 1& van chwa hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra dau nhi?
B&i vay d€ tao day cho may bi€t. Chuyén may dinh bam dudi gido sw
Yodogawa d€ ctru Yaichiro, tao da nhin tha'u hét r6i.”

“Nhin thd'u hét roi!”

Tw trén tran nha vong xudng giong ctia Ginkaku da héa thanh tiém mi
soba.

“Tao cling chaamg nghi sé bt dworc may dé dang thé nay. That 14 ddng
bu'6n. Vi vady ma 10 Tanuki nha Shimogamo mai 1a vd dung d6. Du cé nghi
thé& nao thi khdng phai 1a qua mic trung hop hay sao? May la @6 ng6c ha?

May ding la @6 ng6c. C6 co duyén xao hop thé nao ma gido sv Yodogawa



lai di qua cdu Kamo cor chir. La chd nghia co h6i d6. May hin da nghi
“That dang la than linh phu ho ta ré1” ding khong?”

“Nhin thau hét ro6i.”

Bon chiing bin loan xa ma lai tring dich, nén tdi chéng noi duoce gi.

“Tai c6 Benten ma cha bon tao m¢&i that bai, nhung vi ¢6 nhirng dira
con wu ti nhw bon tao nén 6ng &y mdi c6 th€ yén tdm. Cha hin s& khen
ngoi ching tao cho ma xem. Du vay, diu thuat bi€n hinh ctia bon tao c6
gidi that, nhung may lai khong phét hién ra d6 12 gido sw gid, qua 1a c6 mét
khong trong. Khong phdi may ra't than thi€t voi ong 2y hay sao?”

“Kinkaku, Ginkaku, khi tao ra khoi ciii s& cin mdng tui bay b& lam tdm
mi&ng. Tong cdng la mwoi sdu mi€ng.”

Tdi tritng mét nhin vi gido suw gia, sau d6 dwa mit quanh cdi quan mi
soba gid. Khi tdi gian dit bing bing dén the, ¢ tim vi trf c4i mong chang
biét la dang & dau, Kinkaku cwoi khoai tra.

“Bon tao &y 2, dang mang cdi quan 16t bang sit dwoc dic biét ché tao
b&i mot the rén & Nagahama ddy, nén chgng thém lo dau.” Thing d6 noéi.
“Hon nwra vi tao da ddn mi€ng gitr nhié€t bén trong nén mong tao sé khong
bi lanh dau. That 14 k& hoach tuyét vori. Tao chic 12 thién tai mat. Ludi troi
I'6ng 10ng, thea nhwng kho lot.”

“Toan bo 1a y twdng ctia anh tao hét d6. Dung y chu ddo! Dung y chu
ddo!”

“Pa bd cudc chwra, Yasaburo?”

“Céi gi? Van chwa dau. Tao chwa bd cudc dau.”

“May that la cieng dau. Pay 1a k& hoach tao da van dung tri tué minh

man cta minh d€ cih thin 14p ra tir nim ngodi d4’y. Yaichiro ddng thwong



chic s& bi cha tao giao cho gido sw Yodogawa. Pita em 10i dudi cia may
bdy gior dang & trong nha kho ctia xwdng ché tao rwou Denki Bran gia,
nhung bon tao da cai mot cai khéa to nhw cai banh mochi réi, du lam thé
nao cling khong chay dworc dau. Me bon may cing da roi vao tay chung
tao. Con may thi dang & ddy, bi nh6t vao mot cai ciii trong bung cla
Ginkaku. Thé& nao, dn mirc nay may con khdng chiu bd cudc w? Li€u con
ai toi ciru may dwoe chr?”

“Van con anh Yajiro ma.”

“That 1a ngéc. May néi xem con €ch trong gi€ng dé cé the lam dwoc
cai gi? Ca nha Shimogamo tan tac ca r'oi. By gio’ chi ¢an doi tdi ldc mat
troi 1dn théi.”

Kinkaku nhdm mét, chdp hai tay vio nhau.

“Nam mo a di da phit. Anh Yaichiro sip thanh n6i 14 a, hdy mau
chong si€u thodt nhé. Nam mo6 a di da phat.”

“M4&Yy thing kho'n nay. D chiing may 1a 1ii Tanuki ngu ngdc dén chirng
nao, cling phai bi€t tot xau trén doi chw.”

“May 10 thuyét gido cia mot thing ngdc nhw may, tao chealng mudn
nghe ntra. Yaichiro bi dem na'u lau, cha tao sé€ tré thanh Niseemon. Thé r'6i
dan dé4n bon tao ciing s€ k& thira danh hiéu Nisecemon. Niém hy vong tré
trung manh mé tai tri s€ chdng do twong lai cua gidi Tanuki trén vai s€ la
tao diy. Chinh la nhu th& da’y!”

“Chinh Ia nhw thé!”

Quén mi soba rung rung rung chuyén.

Thé& ro6i Kinkaku ng6i xuéng ghé€” thong tha udng tra.

“Goi dién thoai néi chuyén that 1au cho hét pin nao.” N6 ndi, roi s



dung dién thoai di dong clia em trai toi goi cho Kaisei. Kaisei sau khi bj bét
trong rung thiéng Tadasu da bi ho tong trd vé cong xwdng ché& tao rwou
Denki Bran gid, c6 vé khong thé€ roi khoi d6 dworc.

“Em kién nhin do¢1i t¢i t07 di ma. Bay gio khong dworc. Bon anh dang
xt thing Yasaburo & Chikurintei... A 4, xin em d&'y ma, dirng néi nhitng
loi nhw thé”. Anh trai em b6 khdng ton thwong hay sao?”

T6i c6 the nghe thd'y nhirng losi nhuc ma cda Kaisei toe dng nghe. “Cw
ton thwong di. Ton thwong r'oi cut xudng dia nguc ludn di!”

“Anh xin em ma, dong noi the’ nita... Em van 1a con gdi chwa vé nha
ch'dong ma. Nghe anh, hdy tran trong chinh minh di...”

Kinkaku c6é vé& nhu khdng chju nSi nhitng 1o nhuc ma cit lién tuc ban
ra nhu th&, nén ngit dién thoai gitra chirng. Trong mot ldc 1au, thing dé
ngdy nguwdi ra. R6i né mé cdi quat Phong Than L6i Than, nhin cham chdm
gwong mat Phong Théan dugce vé trén quat.

“Minh chi dang lo cho con bé th6i ma.” N¢ thi tham.

“May chgng dworc em géi ton trong chit nao nhi?”

“Tao chéng can may quan tam.”

Thoi gian qua di chdm rdi nhe mizuame*, nhung ding 13 vin dang
chay.

T6i ngang phét dau 1én, nhin chdm chim vao cdi dong h'o treo trén
trong. Thoi gian e trdi qua ting khic, gidy phit anh ca tdi bi rovi vao n'di
141 cang t&i gan. That ding nhw tdi dd nghi, rang hom nay c6 th€ s& 1a
ngay cudi toi gdp dwoc anh ca. Tredc mat t6i, ké dang bi sy hdi han giay

v0, kim d6ng h'd van cham rai chuyén dong.
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Lic do6, anh ca t6i ciing dang nhin 1€n kim ctia chi€c dong h'd dat ¢ trong
g6c nha kho.

Trong nha kho x&p day chai rwegru Denki Bran gid, me va anh t6i déu bi
nhot trong ciii, ngoai kim ddng h'6 khong ¢ gi chuyén dong. Me toi van
guc mit vio chan song, hai mét nhim nghién. Dot ngdt anh ca ci't giong lo
lang. “Me c6 on khong? C6 tha'y lanh khong?”

“Me On. Me khong lanh dau.”

“Vi ndy gio me khong cr dong nén con thi’y lo.”

“La bao toan strc Iic d@'y ma. Néu lam 16n xOn 1én chi khi€n cho mong
lanh di th61.”

Luc d3, Soun lai tré& vé nha kho.

Bong deén tro’ trui dong dwa, chi€u sang gwong mat khong bi€u cam cia
130. Anh t6i & trong I'6ng nhin 1én Soun, trong tay l1ao la mdt manh vai
furoshiki dwoc gdp lai. “Gido s Yodogawa da dén réi. Sau khi dwa may
ra, tao s€ di t&i Sensuiro. Twong lai cua gidi Tanuki cir d€ cho tao la
dwoc.”

Soun néi. “Vinh biét, Yaichiro. Ngoan ngoan thanh mén lau di.”

“Cuat xudng dia nguc di!”

Anh ca toi rit 1én. “Toi chfmg 1€ lai d€ moi viéc di theo k& hoach cua
ong sao! Toi khong dé dang thanh n'6i 13 vay dau!”

“Me ctia may dang nim trong tay tao dd’y. N&u may chay trdn, may
nghi chuyén gi sé xay ra?”

“Ong phai hen ha d&n thé nao méi hai long ha?”



“Du c6 n6i gi di nwra thi tao cling khdong quan tdm dau.”

Soun 6m cdi ciii nh6t anh ca t6i 1€n.

Anh cd t6i 4p mdt vao chdn song, nhin me t6i dang ngang 1én trong
theo minh ttr san nha xi mang. Gwong méit me ddy nwdc, nhung cé vé nhw
van chwa ma't hét hy vong. Nhw the mudn tiép cho anh ca toi diing khi, me
gt dau dit khodt. DU tinh th& da di t¢i mirc ndy ma van khong tw bo hy
vong, that ding 1a tim h'6n ngwoi me.

Quay sang Soun, ké dang sip mang anh c tdi roi di, me noéi.

“Ong Ebisugawa. Ong di thay d6i dén mirc nay roi. Toi tha'y nhw vay
12 d4ng tiéc 1dm. Anh Sou chic ciing s& nghi nhw th¢’ dy. N&u nhw biét
dwoc em trai minh da tré thanh con Tanuki lam nhirng viéc t6i t&€ dén thé’
nay, anh Sou s& dau khd 1im.”

“Anh Sou a?”

Soun ngoanh mat nhin me tdi. “Anh &y da biét tw 1au r'6i.”

“MOot viéc toi t& nhw thé” nay khong phai la diéu Tanuki s€ lam. Khong
phai day giong nhw chuyén Thién cau hay Con ngwoi mdi di lam hay sao!
Ong Ebisugawa, 6ng Ebisugawa, 1am on dd’y, dirng bt nat con cdi coa toi
nwa.”

“Co goi to1 la Ebisugawa?”

“B&i vi 6ng la nguoi nha Ebisugawa ma.”

Soun quay dau lai. “N&u thé" thi con cdi ctia ¢d va anh Shimogamo ¢6
lién quan gi t&i t6i chi?”

Soun 6m theo anh t6i rovi khdi nha kho. Ngay triedre lic canh cira mé
ra, anh ca t6i nghe thd’y ti€ng me la 1én tir trong nha.

“Ne€u c6 co hdi thi mau chay di!”



O trede tiém lanh 180 hoang ving, gido su Yodogawa dang che di
ding doi.

“0, cam on.” Vi gido sw néi. “La con nay d&’y nhi?”

“Nhuw da hira voi 6ng.”

Soun néi r'di giao cho gido sw cdi ['ong nhdt anh ca tdi. Poi mét cha vi
gido s tré nén won wdt, nhin ngdm anh cd tdi & trong I'6ng. Anh ca toi
nhin lai d6i mét ling 1& cda vi gido su.

“That 1a m6t con Tanuki tuyét vori.”

Vi gido sw thd dai. “Nhwng t6i nay bon tao s€ phai an thit may r'6i.”

Anbh ca t6i kinh hoang.

Khi dwore vi gido sw mang di, anh &y nghi v€ me va cdc em, cam nhan
dwoc ndi ¢O doc tr tredre dén gior minh chwa mot an ném trdi qua. Day 1a
ndi c6 doc khong biét dwoec ddy sau, tya nhw cé th€ nudt chirng chinh
minh. Anh cé nghi liéu cha cling da n&€m trai qua ndi c6 ddc nay ching, anh
cling mudn thr gitr sy uy nghiém ctia mot con Tanuki vi dai, nhwng 1am
th€" nao cting khong chiu dung dwoc, danh vui mdt vao chan song ma lang
1€ khoc.

Tam vai furoshiki boc quanh cdi ciii bi hé ra, mwa roi xudng trén mat
anh ca toi.

Vi gido sw nhan ra tA'm vai furoshiki da bi tudt, li€n ng'di xdm xudng
canh hang ciy bén bo song Takasegawa. Moi IAn sA'm rén, 6ng lai kéu Ién
khe khé. “Oi!”, vi gido sw dang h&t hodng budc lai tim vai furoshiki chot
dirng tay lai, nhin gwong mit anh c3 toi v&i 4nh mét diu dang.

“Xin 16i nhé, d€ may wdt ma't roi.”

Vi gido sw ndi, roi dung taA'm vai furoshiki lau mat cho anh ca toi.



000

Liic d6, em trai toi van con khéc thiit thit trong nha kho t&i om.

Em t6i vira m&u mdo vira bo quanh bong t6i cang lic cang lanh dén,
chay loan 1én trong ndi @0 linh tinh, chot va dau vao mot thir ma nho xtdc
giac c6 th€ nhé ra dwge. D6 1a ngon deén canh bdo cii dwoe dung d€ thong
bdo nguy hi€m khi trong qua trinh sdn xua't phat sinh ra di€u gi di thwong.
Khi em téi thi truyén dong dién von la sé& treong clia minh vao, ngon dén
canh bdo bat dau nhip nhdy 4nh sing vang. Puwoc 4nh sdng kia tiép thém
strc manh, em t6i lai chay quanh d6ng @6 dac linh tinh kia. N6 tim thay
mot cai thung nhét day nhirng chai rwgru Denki Bran gia nho, khi thi udng
mot chidt Ian d4u twe khi moi sinh ra, dwdi bung né cadm thd’y dan dan Am
Ién, c6 thém mot chit sinh khi.

Nhwng du ¢d strc bao nhiéu di nira, em t6i cling khong the¢’ mdt minh
doi dAu dwoc v§i cdnh ctra sét kia.

Sau khi cudc chién khoéng biét Tan thir bao nhiéu da két thic trong vo
vong, em tdi dyra lwng vao cdnh ctra st cdi dau xudng, thi tir trong ti€ng
mua dang trut xudng cung ti€ng sad'm sét lai vang lén mot giong néi nho
nho: “Yashiro, Yashiro!” Cling c6 am thanh nhw ai d6 dang cao soan soat
vao cdnh ctra sit. Tir khe hd hé ra mdt it cia cdnh cira sit c6 4nh den pin
chi€u vao, roi 1én gwong mét em tdi vira voi ngang 1én.

“Chi Kaisei!”

Em t6i 4p mit vio khe h& cta canh ctra sit. “Chj tha em ra khdi chd
nay di!”

“Ctra khéa r'6i, canh ctra lai ning, khong dwoc dau.”

“Nhung em phai di ngay lap tic!”



“Chi biét ro1, em nén binh tinh lai di. o gbc nha kho ¢6 mot canh ctra
thong bi mat, em mau tim né di. Chi ¢an thdo thanh chin tir bén trong 1 c6
the’ ra ngoai duorc.

Kaisei néi nhw thé r'6i roi khodi cdnh cira sit.

Em trai tdi nwong theo dnh sang tr ngon dén canh bao vira di Ian theo
twong nha kho vira tim ki€m. Khi em t6i cu6i cung do dwore cdi mat dong
h'6 1¢n dd mat di kim gidy ngdy trede hin da go nhip trong cong xudng,
thi nhin thdy mot canh ctra nho day gi sét du d€ cho mot Tanuki con bo
qua. Khi thing bé c& hét sitc mé ctra ra, nwde ving tung tée tir con mua
dr doi da roi xuéng wdt dim trén canh miii ctia né. DU vin chwa dén
hoang hon nhwng bau troi t6i den nhw ban dém, anh chdp dir doi chéi loa.
Em t6i héa thanh hinh dang Tanuki, mang theo chai Denki Bran gia nho,

chui ra khéi canh ctra hep.
Em t6i bam chat vao Kaisei dang cam dén pin dirng gitra con mura.
“Céc anh ctia em ra sao r6i?”
“Anh Yaichiro da bi Cau lac bo ngay thr Sau bit roi. Kinkaku va

Ginkaku thi dang vday khdn Yasaburo. Ho vira néi thé trén dién thoai lic
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nay.

“Me em thi sao? Me em ciing & diy sao?”

“Béc gai ciing bi bit roi, nhung khong biét 1a dang & dau.”

Kaisei vira day lwng em toi, vira voi va ndi. “Bac gai khdng cd & cong
xwdng ndy dau. Hin 1a cha chi dd giam bdc Gy & dau d6 roi. C6 18 1a cta
hang ban Denki Bran gia.”

“That 1a mot 1d xau xa!”

“Néu ta ctru dwoe Yasaburo, khong chung sé lam dwoc gi d6.”



Ngay ldc d6, “Khong dwoe di! Ti€u thw!” Mot giong ndi cao the thé
vang 1€n, roi mot loat ngon dén 1'ong vi€t che “Ebisugawa” bao vay 13y
Kaisei va em trai toi. “Nao, xin tieu thw mau vé phong di. Ching tdi sé bi
ngai Soun méng mat.”

Vong vay cta nhirng chi€c den I'dng tw twr siét lai.

Kaisei bé&” dira em wd't sling cda tdi 1én, thi thim vao tai né.

“T¢i Chikurintei di!”

“Néu chi c6 em thi khong thé da'u lai bon Kinkaku va Ginkaku dwoc
dau. Chj ciing cuing di v&i em, méing Kinkaku va Ginkaku mot tran di!”

Kaisei li€c nhin nhtrng ngon dén I'6ng dang ti€n lai gan.

“Chi khong roi khéi cong xwdng dwgre dau. Em di mot minh di!”

Giay phit dam tha ha cua nha Ebisugawa nha't loat xong 1én nhw mu6n
bit 14y Kaisei, cd 4y lién vung tay manh, ném em toi dd héa thanh qua
banh 16ng vang di. Em t6i bay thanh mdt vong cung trén bau troii ‘Am “Am
tiéng sa'm, roi roi xudng bén canh cdy ngan hanh 1&n, 1am bun bin 1én
tung tée. N6 voi va héa lai hinh dang thi€u ni€n nhwng lai bi ti€ng sa'm du
doi 1am giat minh, c4i dudi lai nhw sép 10i ra.

Kaisei hét 1én v&i béng lung clia em t6i, ngudi nhur sap stta mudn quay
dau lai.

“Mau gid'u cai du6i di! Chay mau 1én!”

Cam theo chai regu Denki Bran gia nhd, em t6i lao di gitra con mwa

sam Ssét.
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Khi em t6i ra d€n dwong Kawabata, nhirng ddm miy muwa day dic da
khi€n phd x4 héa thanh mau xam tro.

Y chi ctia em t6i bj phong canh tim t&i d6 bé giy. Bay gid’ né thuc su
chi 1¢é loi mot minh, anh Yaichiro da bi dwa cho Céu lac b ngay thr Sau
roi, me thi thdm chi chflng bi€t tung tich & dau, anh Yasaburo da roi vao
c4i bay ctia Kinkaku va Ginkaku. Hau nhu khong con cor hdi thing nira, tir
mat em tdi tudn rovi nhitng giot nwdc mét cay ding, hdoa vao con mua lanh
180 ma chay xudng ma.

Khi dinh u6ng thém mét it rworu Denki Bran gid d€ khoi phuc diing khi,
em trai t6i chot dwng tay lai. Bén bo dé t6i tim nhw bi nhdn chim trong
man dém, dnh chdp lai thi thoang 16e 1én sang rwc. Nhirng 1o cia bon
Kinkaku khi déng cdnh ctra sit lai 1én vén trong dau em t6i. “Cdi thiang
dy, cir bd mic cling ch?:ing sao. Mot dira ché?ing dwoc tich sy gi.”

Anh thir minh qud thdt chcv;ng giup ich gi dworc sao?

Minh qud thdt Ié loi mdt minh sao?

Qud that la khong con hy vong nao hét sao?

Em t6i nim chiit 13y chai rwou Denki Bran gid nhd, quay ngudi chay
mot mach vé hudng chia Chinno.

Tai sao ldc d6 em tdi lai nghi t&i nwdc co ky la ma khong ai twdng
twong ra noi 1a muwon sirc con €ch & ddy gi€ng nhi? C6 1€ d6 la diéu than
linh méch bao chi xdy ra m6t Tan trong doi khi ngwoi ta Tan dau tién bi day
vao canh tuyét vong cung dwong. N&u em tdi khong xoay nguoi gitra con
mua dong dYy, gia tdc Shimogamo hin la da diét vong ma't roi.

Em t6i cr chay va chay, twdng nhu nghet thd ma lao t&i bén miéng

giéng trong chila Chinno. Em t6i di mét nhin xudng céi gi€ng t&i tim,



kéu 1én: “Anh oi!”, r6i vi nghen ngao va tirc thd ma khong ti€p tuc ndi
duorc.

“0 "9, Yashiro. Em dang 1am gi & chd nhw thé nay day?” Anh thit tbi
Om Op tra lovi. “Loi Thian dang tung hoanh ngang doc kia. Sao em khong vé
bén me?”

Em t6i hon hénh néi. “Anh o1i... Moi nguoi da bi nha Ebisugawa bt
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ma't roi.

“Chuyén gi th& nay? La that da’y ha!?”

“Chi con c6 th€ trong cdy vao anh thoi.”

“Nhuwng em o1, anh chi 1a con €ch ¢ ddy gi€ng thdi. Anh c6 lam gi
dwocc dau.”

“Em c6 nghi ra mot y tedng. Anh o, anh ha miéng huedng vé phia nay
dwoc khong?”

“Nay nay. Em nghi bay gio’ 1a lic d€ binh tinh udng nwdc mwa hay
sao?”

“Thi anh ctr hd miéng ra di.”

Em trai t6i thd gdp gdp, m& nip chai reou Denki Bran gia ra. R6i n6
nhoai ngwdi 1én trén thanh giéng, nhin xudng dwdi ddy. Anh chép 16e 1én,
soi r0 hinh dang con &ch dang m& ngoac mi€ng ngang 1én trén. “Anh uéng
hét di nay.” Em trai t6i nghiéng binh reg'u nhd xuéng. Dong cha't 1dng mau
cam mo a0 thom phirc kia chdy ra tr miéng binh, tré thanh mét s¢i tor
trong su6t dep dé, roi do hét vao cai miéng dang ha ra ctia anh toi.

Ctr nhw thé em trai td6i do'c can mot binh riroru Denki Bran gia, thir anh
t0i tir khi tuyét vong v&i gi¢i Tanuki chic han chwa tirng ném qua, nhung

ngay xwa da tirng 1a mén yéu thich cda anh.



Em trai t6i nin thé cho’ doi phan (rng.
Tw ddy gi€ng vang vong giong ndi twoi vui cia anh tdi ma sau ngay
cha ra di, da khdng con ai nghe tha’y ntra.
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“Quyén Tho Trong Lai
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Thoi gian dai dang dic trdi qua.

Chrfmg may chd'c ddng h'd trén twong da chi ndm gio’ chiéu, gd chudng
kéu boong boong, mit s6 dong h'6 chot nhoe di. Hinh nhw t61 dang khoéc.

Du c6 1a con Tanuki tinh tinh thoai mai d&€n thé nao, cling ¢ nhirng
chuyén khong thé cwoi dwge. Toi thdm nghi: “Vinh biét, anh 4.” Anh ca t6i
khi chay loan Ién di tim me nhw phat r'é phat dai & khu phu cin céu 1on
Kamo, anh ca t6i khi cau ¢6 héa thanh Hotei, anh ca t6i khi cha lwng cho
sw phu Akadama, anh ca t6i khi ki€u hanh cwoi trén chi€c xe kéo tw hanh,
nhtrng hinh dnh &y lai hién vé trong tdm tri tdi. “Tai sao co’ chir!” Anh ca
trong ky tc t6i vira vo dau birt téc vira la 1én. “Tai sao ma’y thdng em toi
lai toan l1a nhirng dira vd dung thé& nay!”

Chi huy mdt dan em v6 dung, anh ca da va't va ra't nhi€u. Dé’co the ndi
g6t cha ching t6i, anh da nd lyc di moi dwong. VAy ma, chic anh chE’ing
th& nghi dwoc ring chwa kip ndi nghiép cha tré thanh 1anh dao cta gidi
Tanuki, anh da lai theo gét 6ng thanh nguyén li€u nau lau. “Me van da'y,
cac con xin dwng ai tr¢ thanh n'6i 1au.” Mic di me da néi dé€n mirc thé,
nhung anh em chiing t6i vAn 1am me phai khéc.

“May dang khoc d6 ha, Yasaburo?”



Kinkaku néi. “Anh trai may 1a mot Tanuki rd't t6t ma. That vO cung
dang ti€c. B&n tao cling phai khéc.”

“N6i doi.”

“Tao khong néi doi dau. Di nhién 1a tao khong quén dworc ndi dau cla
cdi mong bj anh ta cin roi. Cdi mong tao suyt nita b& ra lam bon miéng
d6... Nhirng ma anh 4%y ding 12 mot Tanuki ra't ditng dén.”

“Vay thi giup anh 8y di.”

“Chuyén d6 khong th€ dwoc. Bon tao phai nghe theo 101 cha co’ ma.
Chuyén st nghiép gia dinh ctia Tanuki ciing phirc tap 14m.”

Kinkaku néi vy roéi ngang 1én nhin d6ng h'6. “Mait troi cling lan r'oi
nhi?”

Chinh vao lic do...

V&i mot tiéng rAm Ién, tiém mi soba gid chao ddo, roi ching maYy
chd’c, cdm thdy nhw dang bi di chuyén di dau d6. Toi van cit bj nhét vao
clii ma roi xudng san, Kinkaku thi ngd dip mong xuéng. Con me¢o moi
khéch lan di. Nhirng chi€c ban x&p trong quin ciing nga nghiéng, gh&” do
xudng. Cai ta dong h'6 roi xudng san, ti€ng kinh vo’ vang Ién.

“C6 chuyén gi theé” Ginkaku!?”

Kinkaku vtra nga lan vira néi. “Sao lai rung rinh dir vay?”

“Em ciling khong bi€t ntra, anh a. Vi cdi gi d6 ma em dang lao di v&i
van t&¢c kinh nguwdi. Mong em dang run ban bat 1én. Em s¢ 1dm!”

“Binh tinh lai nao, Ginkaku! S€ bi mat 1o'p bién hinh d6!”
“Em so 1dm! Anh o, em khong chiju dyng ndi nira roi!”
Khi Ginkaku cat ti€ng kéu that thanh, thé” gidi tréd nén van veo méo
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mao.



Kinkaku thét 1&€n: “Khong dwoce!”, nhueng Ginkaku khong thé duy tri
16°p bién hinh thém ntra. Tiém mi vin veo méo mé nhw konnyaku* lam dau
tol quay vong vong. Chaamg maYy chdc ban ghé€ roi bép 10 r'oi thé bai viet
thic don r6i méo moi khach déu bat dau trot di trong cira tiém mi soba
gid dang viin xodn, bj hit vao phia bén trong nha b&p. Vira bau viu vao
nhirng the @6 vat dang troi tudt di, Kinkaku vira hét 1€n “Pa bao 1a khong
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dwoec mal”, roi cd ging gidy giua IAn cudi. Nhung nhitng nd lwc cta né
déu 12 vo ich, ching ma’y chdc tir twdng d&n néc nha déu bi cudn vao bén
trong r'6i bi€n mat nhu mau vé bj ria troéi. Va r'oi, thé” gidi bi ddo nguwoc
lai.

Chiing t6i dang cwoi 1€n doan tau dién Eizan gia.

Con tau dién c6 vé dang vun vut lao di trén dwong Teramachi. Kinkaku
va Ginkaku 4p mit vao ctra s tau. “Thé nay 12 th& ndo!?” Hai thing Ay
d6ng thanh néi. Thé r'6i m& cira sO ra, ching la 1én “Ctu véi!”. Khi toi
con dang ngé ngwdi chang biet chuyén gi vira xdy ra, mot thi€u nién lao
dén bén tdi, m cii.

T6i 1in ra ngodi, dudi thing ngudi. “A a! That 1a ming qué!” Toi hét.

“Anh oi. Em t&i gidp anh ddy.” Yashiro cwoi hon hé.

“Yasaburo. Cam gidc khi cwoi trén tau thé nao?”

T6i nghe thd’y ti€ng anh thi dang trong 16t tau dién Eizan.

000

Con tau dién Eizan gia lao tir bén canh canh ring trong Hoang cung Kyoto

vé heong Nam.
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Bon Ginkaku va Kinkaku kinh ngac ddn mét vao ctra s&, vi qua hodng
h6t nén d€ 10 ra tay chan dady 16ng. T6i va em trai xong 1é€n v6 18y ching,
16t cdi quan bang sit bdo vé mong chia chiing ra.

“Dirng lai! Céi thing dé x6m nay! Pirng c6 16t quéan 16t ctia bon tao
chu!”

“Bon tao hoi hén réi, that ma! Dwng lai di!”

Em t6i giim 1én thing Ginkaku vira ngd xudng r'oi 16t quéan 16t cia né
di, khi t0i cin vao mong nd, Ginkaku thét 1eén “A 4!”. “Anh o1, mOng em
mudn nirt ra roi!” Ginkaku vira khoc vira bau viu vao Kinkaku, ngan can
chuyénh dong clia né. Sau d6 em tdi vat 16n 16t bd cdi quian sit ciia Kinkaku,
roi toi lai cin vao. Di nhién 14 @€ cho chéic #n t6i lai cin thém T4n nira.

“Pau! Pau qua! Mong tao mudn b€ lam tdm mi€ng roi.”

Thé& r'6i toi tim co hai con Tanuki dang lan 10n trong toa tau, tong ca
hai dra n6 vao trong cdi clii ban nay da nho6t tdi d€ tra thi, tim tinh tréd nén
khoan khoadi.

“Chat choi qud,” Kinkaku lau bau. “Yasaburo, may dwng c6 gid thoi
bao luc.”

“MAaYy loi d6 phai d€ tao néi méi phai!”

T6i lai nhat tré vE cai quat Phong Thén L6i Thdn minh da tim ki€m tw
muia he. “Thi ra 12 bon may gitt n6.” Khi t6i d4 cdi I'ong ving di, hai thing
Kinkaku va Ginkaku cat ti€ng kéu oai oai.

“Bon tao nhit dwgrc nd & trén cau Aoi ma.” Kinkaku néi. “Khong phai
la an trOm dau.”

“On 20. C4i nay 13 @6 cta sw phu Akadama, nén tao sé tra né lai cho sw
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phu.



Cheamg ma’y chd'c doan tau dién Eizan gia da bang qua Marutamachi.

BAu troi ldc ndy con van vii may mwa gio' da hoan toan doi khac. Khi
Phong Than L6i Than da théa man rit di, trong chdc lat may den da rit
sach. Gior khic ban ngay da sip hét, bau troi khi may rit di chuyén mau
lam tham.

Nhitng ngon den I'4n ot thip 1én trén dudng Teramachi nhr nhic nhé
chiing tdi ring thoi gian con lai rd't ngén nghi. Anh c tdi chzalng ma’y chdc
s& bj day xudng tr mép n'di 1au dang sdi nhw bi bit budrc di trén tAm vén.
Trong thdi khic nguy cap tinh mang & bén mép n'di 14y, t6i ciing ching
bi€t ngwoi anh ca ¢ khi gdp tinh hudng nguy hi€m thi tré nén vung vé cla
minh s€ cam cy dwoc bao lau nira.

Anh thir t6i giong nhw dong bdo lao di v&i van t6c 1on trén dwong
Teramachi.

Nhirng hang cay sip trui 14 vi con gi6é khi anh thi toi lao di ma run ray
nga nghiéng. Nhirng chiéc xe dap h6t hodng vi tau dién Eizan lao xudng twr
phia Bic vdi vd nhrong dudng, nhitng ngurdi di bo cling né vao dwdi méi
hién.

“Tranh dwong! Tranh dwong!” Anh thir t6i hét 1én. “Tau Itra Eizan di
qua day!”

Khi tho dau ra ctra s0, toi cam thdy nhitng con gié lanh budt thdi qua.

Nhitng anh dén dwdi hién nha, nhirng tru dén dwong, anh sang tw
nhirng khung ctra sG bay hang hda, chi€c den I'6ng 1on treo tried'c mai hién
mot tiém rworu, dnh sdng t mot nha hang ki€u Ty, ngon dén d€ tredre cira
tiém ban d6 c0, anh dén thanh phd chdy qua bén ngoai ctra sO, hét thay

déu rét 1én chi€c tau dién Eizan gid, lam né téa sang 1ap lanh.



Trwedc mii doan tau dién Eizan phan chi€u dnh sang ma lao di khong
c6 duong ray d6, ngudi ta dat ra nhwong dwong nhu the chiing tdi dang cét
qua Héong Hai*. Khi nhin ngdm quang canh h'6i hop dé, toi cAm tha’y nhw
thoi dai quang vinh cda anh th t6i lai h'6i sinh. Thoi dai quang vinh cla
anh thir t61, ndéi cach khdc, ciing 1a thoi dai quang vinh ctia cha ching toi.
Hin la truéc mét anh dang thdy r0 rang hinh bong cha héa thanh vi Hotei
diy da, khich I¢ anh: “Thém ntra di!”

“That 1a hoai ni€ém.”

Anh thi t6i vira r€ gi6 chay di vira néi. “Chinh 1a day. Pa tng chinh la
thé nay!”

To6i cing em trai quy gdi trén gh€’, nhoai ngwoi ra cira s§ viy vay tay,
hét 1é€n: “Ya-ha!”

“A a, lam th& nao day, Yasaburo. Gia tredng nha chiing ta, anh ca dang
lam vao tinh th€ ngan can treo s¢i toc, nhwng khong bi€t vi sao anh khong
th€ khong cam tha’y thich thud di thwong. That 1a ky cuc nhi.”

“Khong sao dau, ctr chay di anh oi. D6 ciing 1a do dong mdu ngdc
nghéch gy nén ma.”

T6i n6i. “Nhirng thir vui vé 1a nhirng th t6t lanh!”

Chuyén tau dién Eizan gia dot ngdt quat khic & dwong Teramachi, quet
ran rat vao nhirng mai hién khi€n cho nhirng mang nwdc nhay 1én, suyt niva
thi dAm sAm vao cira kinh treng bay hang quay ra mat dwong.

“Co6 chuyén gi th€ anh o, anh c¢6 6n khong?”

Anh thi¥ t6i thoat dau vaAn khong néi gi, than tau lic qua lic lai run ray,
nhung r'oi anh néi bang giong nghen ngio.

“Nhirng loi cudi cling cla cha chinh 1a thé”da’y. TdT hom 'y, cha da néi
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voi anh nhw vdy. Chi ¢6 thé ma sudt thoi gian dai giam minh dwdi ddy
gi€ng anh lai khong th€ nhd ra. Nhwng ngay lic nay, anh lai nhé dwoc
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roi.

To6i biét trong ngwoi anh thir dong mau ngdc nghéch da suc sbi trd lai.
T6i twdng nhw ¢ thé nghe tha’y ti€ng tim anh dap.

“Nhirng tht vui vé 1a nhirng thir to't lanh!”

Khi anh thi¢ t6i han hoan phat bi€u, toi va em trai cling phu hoa theo.
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Khi tau bang qua Nijo, chiéu rong con dwong & Teramachi hep lai. Kho
khin 1im chiing t6i m&i né khong dAm sam vao tda nha cao fing & géc
dwdng, con tau dién Eizan gia dwdng nhw hep lai chay thang vé phia Nam.
Dirng & d4u tau nhin ngim, khi di qua bén canh bon cy clia Toa thi chinh
Kyoto, bing qua dwong Oike rong rii 1a s& d&n con phd mua sim mai vom
Teramachi tda sdng ryc r& 1én troi dém, trong nhw dwong hAm dan vao mot
th&” gidi khac.

“Anh o1, anh ¢6 th€ cir thé chay vao con dwong mai vom kia khong?”

“Cai gi co’? Anh nghe khong r5.”

“Pontocho ddy, anh di vao Pontocho di.”

“Pontocho 1a & dau nhi?”

Nhén lic dén giao thong chuyén thanh mau xanh, anh th tdi ctr thé&’
tang to'c khong nging nghi, bang qua dwong Oike, lao vao con dwong mai
vom Teramachi. Xung quanh to1 cheamg may choc da ngdp tran trong dnh

sdng ryc ro.



Anh thr bang qua cong chua Honno, x6 d6 nhitng chiéc xe dap dang
dau bat hop phdp, thGi bay nhitng chi€c vay 1ién bay ban trwede cira tiém
du phuc, lam nhirng cudn sach my thuit chat dong dwdi mai hién tiém
sach cili bay phdp phdi. Nhitng ctra ti€ém van phong pham, tiém ca phé,
ti€m ban d6 veé, tiém banh keo ki€u Tay, nha hang ban com phan ndi lién
nhau vun vit bén ngoai ctra xe. C6 vé do t6c d6 cao ma mdt ludng gid
manh sinh ra trén lwng anh thi, téi c6 th€ nhin thdy nhirng chi€tc quat ciing
gidy van phong pham dep dé bi thoi ra tw ctra tiém Kyukyodo* bay phéat
pho’ & gitra con phd vom.

“Anh a, anh ¢6 th€ ré trdi & dwong Sanjo dwgc khong?”

“Hoan toan khong the.”

Du ching t6i da hwdng téi Teramachi Sanjo, nhung khong th€ thay doi
phurong hwdng ti nao. Ngwore lai, con dwong Teramachi dang 1€ phai thfmg
tudt hinh nhw lai ¢6 xu huwdng nghiéng vé bén phdi. Ching tdi lach qua
khodng gitra giao 16 Sanjo Teramachi va ctra hang Kani Doraku*, anh thir
nudt nwdc bot ngodt vé hudng bén phai. Ta'm bi€n “Xin vui l1ong xudng xe
dap” bi va phai va thoi bay khi€n ctra sO cia nha hang d6 an nhanh vo
thanh tirng manh vun.

“A a, minh lam ra chuyén té qua.” Anh vwra than van vira cudn bay cai
den 1'6ng treo dwdi mai hién ciia nha hang Mishima-tei, ti€p tuc lao vé phia
Nam Teramachi.

“Anh a, hay 1a ding chuyé&n tau dién Eizan lai, t minh di b6 s€ tdt hon
chang?”

“Xin 161 nhé Yasaburo. Khong dé gi lam dworc vay.”

“Chang con cach nao ntra nhi, vdy anh ctr chay ra dwong Shijo di.”
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Ci¢ nhu thé ching t6i nhim hwdng Shijo chay t&i, nhung ky la thay
mai ma khong ra d&n dwong Shijo. Con ky la hon 1a, con dwong Teramachi
ddng 18 phai chay thing theo heéng Nam Béc tir Sanjo dén Shijo lai dan c6
vé& nhw udn lwon quanh co. Nhitng ctra hiéu t6i nhé da bang qua khong
bi€t bao nhiéu lan. Lic t6i thyc sy cam thdy ky qudc la khi Tan tha hai
bang qua trwde cong dén Nishiki Tenmangu dang chim trong diy I'6ng dén
tda anh sang mau cam. Khong th€ ¢6 t&i hai cdi dén Nishiki Tenmangu
dworc.

“Anh a, ndy gio’ bon minh cir chay vong quanh mai!”

Em trai t6i nhoai ngwoi ra ngoai ctra s6 ma noi.

Nhin ky lai thi du 4nh dén dwong tda sdng ryc r& van nhuw vy, béng
dang nhirng khach bd hanh chay trén né dwong da hoan toan bi€n ma't
khong con ai, nhirng ctra hiéu v&i mai hién ndi Iién nhau cling khéng mot
bong ngwoi. Mot bau khong khi ky di 1dn vén. Khi t6i thir gidm chén
xudng san, thi cdm gidc dwoc con tau cé vé dang tw twr 1én doc. Puong
Teramachi hin 12 khong phai d6c roi.

“Anh o1, ¢6 gi d6 la qua. Anh giam t6c d6 mot chit dworc khong?”

“Yasaburo, em cang lic cang héi chuyén khé qua.”

Anh thir t6i c& hét sirc d€ giam tdc lai, nhung c6 vé dong mau ngd'c
ngh&ch dang suc sdi trd lai trong cor the’ anh khong cam thay thda man.
Trong ldc ching t6i khong con cach nao khac phai ti€p tuc lao t&i trén con
dwong Teramachi khong mét bong ngwoi, thi d6 doc cir ngay cang lon
déan. Phia bén kia con dwong vom hudng 1én troi véi mot goe dd kho tin
khong phai 1a dwong Shijo, ma 1a mat trang tron vanh vanh tda sang trén
bau troi dém.

“Pay la dwong Teramachi gia!”



Khi t6i quay lai nhin hai thing Kinkaku va Ginkaku dang bj nhot trong
ciii, thi ching dang dung dién thoai di dong cta em trai tdi xi Xam ndi céi
g1 d6. Toi chdm dén bén cai ['ong, giat lai céi di€n thoai lai khi bon ching
dang néi chuyén [am bam.

“Hai dtra ching may, rot cudc la goi dién di dau!?”

Kinkaku va Ginkaku né nu cwoi khodi tra. “Thé nao Yasaburo. May c6
biét thé nao la tranh vo dwa gdp vo dira khong? Bon tao goi dién cho doan
than vé Ebisugawa d€ ching di tred'c don dau day.”

“MA&Yy thing bon may, phai tinh k& dit bdy t&i mirc naio m&i vira 1ong
ha?”

“Ngac nhién chwra?” Kinkaku ph&ng miii 14m.

“Ngac nhi€n chwra?” Ginkaku cting noi.

AL NA e

Thé roéi Kinkaku va Ginkaku cling 1€n giong hét co'.
“Bon may ctr th€’ ma rét xudng song Kamogawa di!”

“Anh o1, khong hay roi!”

T6i dirng tred'e dau tau ma hét 1én, nhwng anh th dang dw thira siec
lwc chi toan dap lai. “ffm.”

Con dwong Teramachi gid tred'c mat chiing t6i bé ngodt vé bén phai,
udn cong vé hwdng song Kamogawa. Vang trang tron nhin nhw dich dén
da bi€n ma't khong con bong dang. Con tau dién Eizan gia khong con cach
nao khdc hon 1a ti€p tuc bj con dwong Teramachi gia dan 167i. Chrfmg ma’y
ch&c hwéng dd'c nghiéng 1én phia trén dot ngot héa thanh biang phgng, cam
gidc nhw xe 1én toi dinh ngon déc, sau d6 dudi bung tdi chot cam thdy
nhdn nhao. Con tau dang lao xudng dwdi. Trong khi chiing t6i v€ mot vong

cung vé phia bén phai, con dwong mdi vom ryc sang ¢ ndi dai nhw mot



mang treot khong 1'6. Anh tdi cang khdng th€ dung lai dwoc. Pwong cong
b&t ngodt di, ching bao lau ching toi nhin thdy & cdng ra cla dwdng
Teramachi ma ching t6i coi nhw ct mdc la dong song Kamogawa phan
chi€u anh den thanh pho 12 lanh.

“Anh o1, ctr th&€ nay ching ta sé lao xuéng séng mat.”

“Song Kamogawa mua dong lanh 1&m. Moi ngwoi chudn bj tinh than
di.”

“Bi gat ro1 nha!”

Kinkaku cit 1o ché giéu. “Quyén Thd Trong Lai! Quyén Thd Trong
Lai!”

“Nay, bon may ciing s€ ro1 xudng song Kamogawa ludn day.”

“That ddng 1a Nha't Lién Thac Sinh* nhi?”

“Ng6 Viet Dong Thuyén! Ngo Viét bong Thuyén!”

Con dwong Teramachi gia vieon ti bau troi phia trén thanh phd” xudng
song Kamogawa r'6i dot ngdt dit doan.

Chuyén tau dién Eizan gid vin sdn da bay viit ra. Tt ctra s& khoang tiu
nhin ra, con dwong hdm tran anh sing choéi ldoa d6 moc ra t phia
Teramachi Sanjo, nhue mot cdi dng ngoin ngo¢o vion qua trén canh sic
ban dém cua ciac vung Teramachi, Shinkyokugoku, Kawaramachi,
Pontocho, r6i kéo dai ra tan song Kamogawa.

Bon ching ddm lam mot viéc ky quic ngu ngdc t&i vay. Du la ké thu
t0i van phai noi thuit bién hinh nay ding 1a tuyét diéu.

O phia diwdi mét t6i 1a dong sdong Kamogawa dang chay Am am.

“Bi gat roi nha! Bi gat réi nha!”

Kinkaku cao giong hanh phuc.
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Liic d6 em trai tdi lai hét 1én bang giong dAy diing khi.

“Bi gat la 1 cac nguwoi thi cé!”

Em t61 bay I€n, tom 12y s¢1 day cam tay duy nhat dwgrc nhudm mau
do, toan than treo dung dwa r'6i kéo xudng.

San nha cda con tau dién Eizan gida ma& ra, cai Am tra quen thudc tw tw
dwore nang 1én. D6 chinh 1a b diéu khién trung tim chi phdi bay lwgn cia
“tra that cua Benten”, 1a ddng cor hinh &'m tra d€ bay Ién troii. Em trai t6i
vira do'c ngwoc chai regu ngot Akadama gidu dudi tra tha't, lam anh thir
bién hinh thanh mot “Chuyén tau dién Eizan biét bay nhung van 1a d6 gia”
khong bi€t nén goi la gi.

Con tau dién Eizan lwdt nhe trén mat nwdc roi ding hén lai. Hinh nhu
bj bot nwdre bin vao ngudi, anh thi toi kéu 1én: “Oi trdi, lanh qud di.”

Ching toi vira dung dwa nhe nhe trong khdng trung vira phéng miét
nhin, thd’y dnh sdng tir nhirng tda nha cao ting cung nhirng nha hang ci
x€p hang quay mat ra phia song Kamogawa. Trong nhirng d6m sang c6
mot cdi la khung ctra so kinh cua nha hang Kyoto Chitoseya, noi nhitng
guwong mat quen thudc dang t€ tyu. P6 chinh 1a ddm ngwoi & Cau lac bd
ngay thir Sdu sip stra dn thit anh ca toi.

Bira tiéc ta't nién da bt d4u roi.

“MA&Yy nguoi dinh veet trén tui toi téi mirc nao mdi hai long ha?”

Kinkaku néi nhw dang khoc. “Khoéng dwoe roi. Khong thé vweot trén
hon mic nay dwgc.”

T6i ndm c& Kinkaku va Ginkaku réi 16i ching ra khdi I'ong, x4ch
chiing vé hudng ctra s toa tau. “Cho chiit da nao!” Bon ching kéu 1én

hodng ho't. “Nghi giai lao chat di, nghi giai lao chut di!”



“Khong doi dugrc. Bon tao khdng ¢6 thoi gian. Tui may tr6i toi cang
Osaka ludn di.”

Khi t6i sdp virt bon chiing xudng séong Kamogawa, bon chiing ngoan
cd chdng cy, doi tay 16ng 14 bam chat vao khung ctra s0 kéu oai 04i.

“Tao khong muén lai bi ném vao nwdc lanh dau. Lanh qua tao s€ chét
mat! That day!”

“Nay bon may. Cau lac bd ngiy thit Sdu & ding kia dang t& chirc tiéc
ta't nién day.”

T6i cii xudng khung ctra s6, nhéch moi cwoi voi bon ching.

“Thé& s6ng Kamogawa lanh 1€o t6t hon, hay 1a n'6i 1au ndéng t6't hon?”

Khi hai thing ngdc ciing c6 vé dang yéu trong sy ngdc nghéch, nhung
0t cudc van ra't dang cdm gidn do6 d€ lai hai tiéng “am um” roi troi vé bé
lon xa x6i, bay gio’ bon t6i chi ¢6 mot chuyén phai lam. Em trai t6i rét
reou ngot Akadama vao cdi dong co’ &m tra, anh thir t6i rung rung chuyén
ngudi. Muc dich nhdm t&i clia ching t6i 12 nha hang kiéu Kyoto mang tén
Chitoseya.

“Bay lwon trén trovi that 1a mot cam giac ky la.”

“Anh o1, ding kia 12 1 Cau lac bo ngay thit Sdu d6. Anh c6 thé tién
dén quan an d6 dwoc khong?”

“Em yéu cAu kho khiin qua day. Anh mé&i chi bit dau thoi ma.”

“Vay em dung quat Phong Than L6i Than ndi 1€n chit gié nhé?”

“Em can than day.”

“Nhe thoi, nhe nhang théi.”

T6i mé cira sO thir quat nhe mot cdi, nhwng chirng d6 ¢6 vé van 1a qua

manh. Chuyén tau dién Eizan gia dang lo’ litng phia trén song Kamogawa



lao d&n gan nha hang Chitoseya, nhung van téc qua khing khi€p. Khi
chiing t6i con dang kinh ngac, thi ctra s& bang kinh clia phong trai chi€u
tatami da & rat gan, con tau dién Eizan gia dang bay khong th€ kim dwoc
van td'c, ddm sam lam cwra kinh vo vun.

Tang hai ctia nha hang Chitoseya sap do.

Nhirng t&'m chi€u tatami bi hdt tung 16n ngwoc 1€n, béng dén vo vun
trng manh, nhirng chi€c gat tan bay tan loan, n'6i lau bi 14t dp. T6i ¢6 cam
gidc nghe duwoc ti€ng gam phan nd va la hét cia ddm ngwoi trong Cau lac
bo ngay thir Sau 14n vao ti€ng cwoi khodi trd ciia Benten. Khi dAm sAm xé
doi tim man kéo hoa 1€ thanh nhau nhi nat vun, van t6c cling v€ mo. Anh
thi toi thi thAm “Mii dau qua”, chiéc tau dién Eizan gia cling 14t nghiéng,
toi va em trai cling v&i cdi dong cor @m tra bi ném ra bén ngoai phong trai
chi&u tatami. Em t6i da tré lai hinh dang that sy, bam chat 18y cdi dong cor
a'm tra lan long 16¢ trén san.

T6i bién hinh thanh mét sinh vién dai hoc, dirng gitra phong trai chi€u
tatami toi tim. Ndm 14’y ¢& em trai 16ng 14 viAn dang thu ngwdi run rdy cta
minh, t01 dwa cho nd ciy quat Phong Than Lo61 Than. “Yashiro, em mau
chay dén Sensuiro di. Bi qua’y ray budi hop mat cia cac tredng 1do ay.”

“Vang.”

“Em tim moi cdch d€ cau gio’ nhé. Néu bon anh khdng t&i d6 ngay
dwoc, em cir dung cdi quat nay quat vao phong mét chit. Xong viéc roi thi
trd n6 lai cho sw phu Akadama. Sw phu chic cling dang & Sensuiro day.”

Anh thi sao? Em trai téi & ting n6i nhirng loi dai loai thé’.

“Anh ctru dwgc anh ca r'oi thi s€ dudi theo ngay. Em mau di di. Néu ctr
de hinh dang nhw vy trong can phong nay, em s€ bi an thit ma't da’y.”

Em trai t6i kéu 1én mdt ti€ng nho nho roéi chay ra ngoai hanh lang.



Trong ciin phong trdi chiu tatami da tit 4nh d&n, may ngudi ctia Cau
lac bd ngay thir Sau dang rén ri.

Anh thir t6i da di dau r'6i nhi? Anh ca dang bi giam gitr & dau? T6i vira
khit khit mili ngii vira tim ki€m trong bong t61, chgt nghe mot giong néi
nghen ngao vang 1€n: “La Yasaburo da’y sao?”

Trong I'6ng chinh 1a anh ca cua t6i.
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T6i mé 1'0ng ra.

Khi t6i 6m 18y anh ca dang lao ddo ra khéi I'6ng, anh &y khéc 16¢ cay
déng: “That dang chét, ddng chét.” Thé roi 16ng van run ray, anh Ay hat
tay toi ra.

“Cau dang cudi nhao toi c6 phai khong? Toi bit chwdc theo 1ii Con
ngwoi, ndi toan may chuyén nao la bau ¢t nao la van déng tranh ci¢, nhwng
cudi cung lai thanh ra th& nay. T6i s¢ hdai d&€n mirc nao chinh t6i cling
khong bi€t r6 ntra. Mot con Tanuki hén ha nhw vay khong the nao ganh vac
twong lai cda gidi Tanuki trén vai. T6i dang 1€ nén bj an thit di cho r'6i.”

“Anh noéi1 qua cyc doan ro1, anh a. Ch?ing 1€ anh lai muén lam me khoc
hay sao?”

“Nhwng t61 la mot con Tanuki v6 dung...”

“La do dong mau ng6c nghé€ch gy nén d6 anh.”

Tdi vd6 manh vao lung anh cd. “Bét chudc Con ngudi cling t6t ma. N&u
anh cam thay hai long thi ¢ sao dau chir. Anh mudn ndi gét cha co ma?”

“Vay sao...”



“Pi ha guc 1do Ebisugawa di. Lao chinh 1a t& thu cua cha.”

“Cau dang noi gi vay?”

“Nguoi giao ndp cha cho Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu chinh l1a Soun.”

Mot vat nho nhd ti dau ra nhdy toi, cudi 1én lwng anh cé t6i. Khi anh
ca td vé ngo’ vue, con €ch trén lung anh da néi: “La em dy, anh o1.”

“Yajiro dd’y a!?”

“Pi mau di, anh o1i. Yashiro da chay dén Sensuiro r'oi. Van con kip da'y.
Me ciing s€ vui mirng.”

“Dung roi, me thi sao!?”

Anh cd hoang hot bam chit vao t6i. “Pa ctru dworec me chwa? Me lam
sao roi1?”

“Khong, van chwa. Tui em chua bi€t me dang & diu ca.”

“OY chd ban rwou Denki Bran gia bén cau Kamiya aY. O trong kho
chira. Me dang bi nhot trong ciii. Phai mau chdng giai ctru me thoi!”

“Binh tinh nao, anh a. Em di ngay day.”

Lic d6, & trong phong trai chi€u tatami, chot mdt ngon dén 1'6ng dwoc
thap 1én.

“Ai?”

MGt giong n6i khan khan vang Ién.

Dudi anh sding mo mo’ 4o 4o, mot bong ngwoi ky di ddt ngodt ding day,
hit 1én t&m man kéo di bi xé rach con lai, vieon dén tan tran nha cé chan
song. Toi cling anh cd cling nhau nhay dyng 1én, nhwng mét s¢i dy thung
tw phia sau da phong tdi quan vao c¢6 chan tdi, mudn thdo ra cling mat
nhiéu cong strc. BE tranh dnh dén I'ong chiéu vao, t6i ddy anh cd va anh

thir ra ngoai hanh lang,



“Chay di anh o’i. Chuyén ctia me d€ em lo.”

Anh ca toi vira 1am mit nhiin nhé nhw sip khéc vira gat dau, mang theo
anh tht trén lung tap ténh chay di trén hanh lang 16t van g dai c6 treo
nhirng ngon dén ki€u c0.

Khi quay d4u lai, t6i thd’y chinh gitra cin phong 16t chi€u tatami 1a méot
ong gia voc nguoi cao 1on dang ng'di chinh toa.

Céi bong dot ngdt vieon day chic la cia 6ng gia nay day. O mot bén
Ong ta, Benten dang ng'6i yén ma n& nu cwoi. Nhirng thanh vién khac bao
g'0m ca gido s Yodogawa van chwa h'di phuc tir ci cong kich dot ngot kia,
dang tdm tum lai @ mdt géc phong quay mong ra ngoai, hai tay dm dau, du
vy Benten va Ong gia kia van ng6i x&p g6 ung dung ngay chinh gitra cin
phong.

Khi dwoec Benten ghé vao tai thi thim gi d6, 6ng gia nd nu cwoi hanh
phiic. Ong tran d4y sy thong dong cta ngwdi dirng dau d6 trén cao ma nhin
ngém sw viéc, nén t6i nghi chic ching phéi ngwdi tAm thwdng. Hén day
chinh 1a bic cao nién nha't trong Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau, Jurojin.

“Cha cha, that 1a nguy ngap qué nhi?”

Ong gia néi r'oi nhin t6i chdm chim. “Ma cau 12 ai?”

“Chau nghe thdy ti€ng 6n lén, nén to mo chaalng bi€t c6 chuyén gi thoi
a.” T6i ndi r'oi thao s¢i day dang budc & co chan.

“Chi 1a mot nguoi qua dwong thoi sao? Hoem.”

Ong gia vAn nhin t6i chdm chim vé&i dnh mét nghi nger. Ong ta khé kéo
tay, khi€n s¢i ddy dang budc & c¢O chan t6i 14p tliec quay lai bén canh 6ng
4y. Nhin ct nhr ma thuét viy. Benten quay vé hwong t6i, dua ludi 1li€m

moi 1am mit hé véi t6i. Ong gia nhin sang Benten dang td vé& mit ky cuc



r'oi héi: “Ngwoi quen ctia cd a?”

“Ping th&’, dng Jurojin a. La mot dira tré thad vi 18m day.”

“Vay sao? Nhirng thir thi vi 1a nhirng thi t6t lanh.”

C6 1€ da cam thdy sy tinh da dwoce thu x&p xong, nhirng ngwoi xoay
mong ra ngoai t&i bay gio cling I'dom ¢dm bo tor goc phong trai chi€u
tatami t&i chd c6 dnh dén 'ong chiéu sang. Chinh 1a ddm ngwoi da gip go
Tan trede & tiém sukiyaki. Ngwoi cao dau ma téi khong nhé mat ¢6 1€ 1a
Fukurokujin. Ngwei lao vé phia tdi nhw th€ mudn né cho mai dau héi khoi
anh sang chi€u 1ap lanh chinh la gido sw Yodogawa. Nhirng soi toc it oi
con sét lai r&i boi. Nhin xudng céi ciii dwdi chan toi, “A d!” Vi gido su
kéu l1&én hoang ho't. “Con Tanuki ctia ching ta da bo chay ma't roéi.”

Vi gido sir hodng loan ndm chit 13y vai tdi.

“Cau do, chuyén gi da xay ra vay? Mot thir cyc ky 1on vira tong sam
vao chiing t6i tir phia sdbng Kamogawa, tdi chaamg hi€u ra sao ntra. Xem nay,
can phong trai chi€u nay tr& nén 16n xon hét roi, con Tanuki cling khong
con nwra...”

“Thoi binh tinh lai di nao, anh Hotei.” Jurojin néi.

“Nhuwng ma, d6 1a con Tanuki tdi lao tm kho tr d€n hom nay mdi ¢
dwocc.”

“Anh c6 cidi va voi mdt ngwoi qua dwong thi cling ¢6 ich gi ddu. Ma
thoi, thanh phd’ nay ddi lic vain xay ra nhing sy cd khong biét 16 nguyén
nhan nhw thé¢’ ma. Khong th€ chuyén gi cling h6t hoang 1én r'6i d€ tuoi tho
bi rit ngén duoc.”

Vi gido sw ng'di bét xudng san. Jurojin ca't giong mém mong.

“Hay an tdm di. Lic ndy khi ghé qua chd ban rwou Denki Bran gia &



cau Kamiya, t6i tha'y ho con mét con Tanuki ddy. Ngwoi quen cua toi da
gitr lai, vi nghi c6 th€ sé c¢6 chuyén nay xdy ra nén t6i da thu xép truedre roi.
Pém nay chiing ta chi ¢an na'u lau con d6 la xong.”

Sw kinh hoang ctia tdi lic &y, that khong biit nao dién ta cho hét dworc.

Jurojin vira cedi vira nhin ngdm quanh ciin phong trai chi€u. “Oi troi 6i
troi.” Ong ta néi. “Chd niy hong bét ca r'oi. That 1 xui xéo. Chiing ta hin
phai doi dia dieém thoi, & dau thi dwoe nhi?”

“Cai tau dién tw nhan dwoc don dai ra't nhiéu cua 6ng thi sao a?”

Bishamon, gidm d6c khich san Gyuunkaku noi.

“That dang ti€c, cdi d6 toi dwa di sira chira ma't roi. Ciing chaamg biet co
the’ goi la thay thé” dwoc hay khong, nhung & Shijo Kiyamachi xuéng phia
dudi bor song ¢6 mot noi tén 1a Sensuiro. P 1a mot nha hang ra't c6 phong
vi ndm bén canh quén Toriyasa. Vi t6i nghi s& c¢6 chuyén nhw thé nay xay
ra, nén da dit ban & dé tv hom trede roi. Dém nay hinh nhw ¢é doan the
nao thué tron chd Ay, nhung vi 1a t6i hdi nén ho ¢6 the linh ddong mot chiit,
chi c6 may nguwoi ching ta thi cé thé nhét vao dwoc day.”

“Cho, cho chit da.”

To6i gio tay 1én. “Liéu chau c6 the di theo lam phi€én moi nguwoi mot
chut khong a?”

“Ha, cau u?”

“Dao nay chdu ty dung lai mudn an thit Tanuki mot Ian cho bi€t. Ma
tredc khi an chau nha't dinh mu6én xem céi con vt con dang sdng va nhic
nhich co’. Chédu chwa thd’y con Tanuki that con sdng bao gio ca.”

Jurojin nhiu d6i may dai lai nhin t6i. Mdc du van dang cwdi, nheng nu

cuwdi d6 nhur chi dwore ddn 1én grong mit 6ng ta, trong anh méit khdng cd y



cwoi.

“To1 thy cung chealng c6 van d€ gi dau.” Benten noi. “Nhi?”

“Co Benten da néi vay thi on ca roi... Nhung xin phi€n ciu mot chut,
vi clu con tré nén c6 viéc can stc lyc mudn nho ciu gidp do. Trong bép
c6 chat may chai regu Denki Bran gia ddy. Cau c6 th€ mang ching dén
Sensuiro giup té1 khong?”

“Hiéu ro roia.”

“Qua dung la khéng hG danh Jurojin. Pén bay gio ma phai chuan bi
Tanuki... n€u la toi, hin 12 bd cudc ma't thoi.”

“C6 gi dau. To6i chi 1a tinh co’ nhin thdy con Tanuki ddt trong nha kho
cta chd ban reou ma thdi. Vi d6 1a con dwgc ngwoi quen cla tdi trong
nom, né€n toi c¢6 lam gi hin cung khong sao dau.”

“Con Tanuki &y ¢6 vé rit quan trong v&i ngwoi quen ctia ngai thi phai.
Né&u bon ta an mat, liéu Ong ta cé noi gian khong?”

“Khong khong, Ong ta sé ch:fmg phan nan gi dau... Nhueng anh Hotei
nay.”

Vi gido sw dang ngdy ngwoi ngdi bét trén chi€u tatami ngac nhién
ngang mat lén.

“Ciing may 12 t6i ngiu nhién thu x&p dwoc mot con Tanuki ddy nhé.
B&i du ¢6 vi ba't cir sy tinh nao, n€u nhw ching ta khong th€ an 1lau Tanuki,

anh s€ bi khai tree khéi cau lac bd.”
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“Sensuiro” 12 mot chd cédch Shijo Kiyamachi ndm phit di bd theo dwong



bo song.

P6 1a mot tda nha dep dé biang gb hai tAng khong 16n 18m, lai rat c6
khong khi ¢& kinh. M3t sau nim sat bén sdng, nén miula he ciing ¢6 dung
mai hién Noryo-yuka. Dwéi hién nha cé treo nhirng chi€c [ong dén mau
cam nhin rd't an twong.

Khi em t6i vira chay ra khoi Chitoseya tried'c ma bwde vao Sensuiro thi
da nghe thay ti€ng 130 Ebisugawa Soun dang chi trich anh cd vdng miit, c6
vé Niseemon ti€p theo s& dwgrc quyét dinh la 130 ta roi.

Th&y tinh thé bat lgi, em t6i hé m& canh ctra kéo quay ra ngoai hanh
lang, dung dén cai quat Phong Thian L61 Than.

Con gi6 16¢ thinh linh noi 1én gitra can phong trai chi€u khi€n nhirng
vi tredng 1do ng'6i x&p hang canh nhau lan vong vong nhw nhirng cuc bong
gon, khong c¢6 kha nang dwa ra két luan. Trong khi nhirng nguoi phu viéc
phai dwa nhirng vi tredng 1do vé vi tri dau tién lam day 1én ti€ng on ao,
Tan nay & trong can phong bén canh, sw phu Akadama dang nha'm nhap
reou chd dovi gam 1én gian di: “On 20 qua!”

Ngay hom d6, du dd mién cwong xudt mon nhung s phu Akadama
van nhdt quyét tr ch6i ng'di chung v&i ddm Tanuki, nén lai di udng rwou
& phong 16t chiéu bén canh. Sw phu nghi chic 1a vao ldc sip quyét dinh
r'6i, ma bon né lai chira minh ra d&€ bt ¢4u on 20 ndo dong. Ong &Yy cho
ring, 1o rang 13 ching coi khinh minh réi. Bj ngudi khac coi khinh 1a
chuyén s phu Akadama ghét nha't trén doi.

Em trai t6i dang nghe ngdng tir ngoai hanh lang cling co rim nguoi lai,
su phu gian dir khiing khi&p d&n dd nhu vay day. Chéic sw phu byc minh
14m, em t6i nghi. Mot khi 6ng Ay da bit dau thuyét gido thi cit thé tiep tuc,

chang c6 co hdi nao gian doan. B&i vi co’ duyén may man cyc ky nhw vay,



nén mai ¢ th€ kéo dai thoi gian cho t&i khi anh ¢d va anh thi tdi dén.

Ch:flng may chd’c, anh ca mang theo anh thir trén lwng da ti€n vao.

Ling tai nghe bai thuyé&t gido ctia sw phu Akadama van con tiép dién &
trong phong, khi nghe em trai gidi thich, anh c4 tdi néi: “Em lam t6t 1dm”
ro1 xoa dau no.

“Puworc roi, anh vao day. Em dwa lai cai quat cho sw phu ro1 rut lui di
nhé.”

Anh ca thu can dam kéo manh céanh ctra ra, nhirng con Tanuki thi vay
quanh sw phu Akadama dang déng gitra phong trai chi€u thuyét gido, co
rim nguwoi lai. DPam Tanuki ngang dau 1én, nhin thd’y anh ca t6i, td't ca déu
td vé ngac nhién. “A, Yaichiro d&n r6i!” “Cudi ciing ciing d&n roi!” May
cai miéng nhao nhao.

Anh ca t6i dung d4nh mét gidn di¥ nhin Ebisugawa Soun. Trong mot
khodnh khéc 130 ta 1am miit nhw trong thd'y ma, nhung ngay 1ap tic da de
bi€u cam &y xudng, nh&€ch mdi 1én, tré lai vé mat tro’ trén.

“Lam chiing ta cho 1au qua r'6i da’y, Yaichiro.” Soun néi. “Vi cdi gi ma
anh ngao man dén thé&? Con khong xin 16i cdc trwedng 130 di a?”

“Cho da chor da.”

Sw phu Akadama cit ngang. “Ta vin chwa néi xong co' ma.”

“Sw phu! Xin dang 1én ngwoi mén d6 nay.”

Em trai t61 b0 d€n bén chan sw phu, chia ra cady quat Phong Than Loi
Th4n. Bi€u cdm cta sw phu tic thi dan ra, “O, day cheamg phai la cay quat
Phong Than Lo6i Thdn sao?” Sw phu 14m bam. “Tao nghe bdo thing ngdc
Yasaburo da lam ma't n6 roi ma.”

“Chtng con vira tim dwgc né ban nay, nén 1ap tirc dang 1én sw phu a.”



“Ra viy ra vay.”

Nhin 1én phdn dodn rdng tAm tinh sw phu di khd hon, anh c3 t6i mé&i
noéi: “Sw phu. Bay gio con da dén noi r'oi, chi con mot chit nira 1a sé dwa
ra quyét dinh tho6i. Xin s phu sang bén kia thw gian cho’ doi a.”

“Um. Ciing dwore. Nhung dung ¢6 doi xi& té voi ta day.”

Sw phu vira ngdm nghia céi quat Phong Than Loi Than vira néi. “Né&u
tirc gidn ta s€ thoi gid 16'¢ Thién cau cho ma xem.”

“Chung con bi€t roi a.”

Puoc em t01 kéo 18y 0ng tay 4o, sw phu Akadama bi€n mat vao bén
trong phong trai chi€u bén kia. Anh ca t6i ng6i chinh toa gitra chi€u
tatami, quay mat vé hwdng cic tredng 1do cii dau that thap. “Pa d€ moi
ngwoi cho 1au, thwe sy to6i rat 18y lam ti€c. Nhwng d6 1a bédi cé chit
nguyén c&. Ban ndy t6i di bi Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu bét gitr.”

Khi nghe th@y cdi t€n d6, mot con ring dong lan ra trong ddm Tanuki.

“Tai sao tdi lai dot ngot bi Cau lac b ngly thir Sdu bt gitr nhwr thé’, thi
toan bd 1a do &m muwu ctia Ebisugawa Soun dang dirng & diy. Soun mudn
gianh 13’y cdi gh& Niseemon, nén da bit gilt cd nha Shimogamo bao gom
t0i, nhét tOi vao cdi ciii roi giao cho Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu. That sy 1a
mot cach lam khong xirng v&oi phong thai cia mot Tanuki!”

“Chuyén d6 la that sao?”

Céc tredng 120 ngdi trén ném vira ring minh vira néi.

“La doi trd.”

Soun binh than néi. “Tanuki lai mang Tanuki di ndu 1au, day khong néi
toi Thién cau hay Con nguoi, trén thé” gian lam gi ¢6 con Tanuki nao lai

lam mot viéc tOi t€ nhw thé. Vi mudn vién ¢ bién hd cho viéc di tré &



cudc hop thiéng liéng nay, cdu lai vu cdo t6i. That 1a mot cach lam ban thiu.
D6 1a mét 1o si nhuc vo cin ci.”

“P6 khong phai doi trd.” Anh ca t6i noi.

“Ching c& & dau cor chr?”

Anh th t6i nhay 1én chi€u tatami, néi: “D6 chinh 1a sy that.” Tt trong
16p 16ng, cdc tredng 140 nhin chdm cham con &ch biét néi. “Pé chzatng phai
12 Shimogamo Yajiro d&y sao?” Ho néi. “Lau 18m roi khong thady béng
dang.”

“Loi con €ch d6 néi, khong thé tham khao dwgrc.”

Soun néi 1on khién cidn phong 16t chiéu rung chuyén. “Dau sao, di bé
ngoai la con €ch, d6 ciling 1a mdt thanh vién cia nha Shimogamo. Binh
thwong bon ho 1a mdt dam khong ngan ngai néi xau nha Ebisugawa r'oi.
Chéng phai day 1a am muu hop 1¥i khai véi nhau d& vu cdo i sao. Ma
cling that ky quai, néu néi toi da giao ciu cho Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau r'oi,
tai sao cau con & day? Pang 1€ cau phai thanh mén 1au r'6i méi ding.”

Sau d6, anh ca t6i va Soun ctr ngwoi néi qua ké bac lai khién tinh thé&’
ket ctirng khé khan.

“Suyt! Phia bén kia hinh nhw ¢6 ngwoi t61i.”

Dot ngdt mdt ngudi phu viec thap giong néi. Moi ngudi ldng tai nghe,
& phia ngwoece lai ciia can phong trai chi€u ma sw phu Akadama dang udng
reou, ¢4 am thanh lao xao nhw mét dam nguwoi dang ti€n vao.

“Puoc ron.”

Mot vi trong dam tredng 130 néi xen vao gitra khoang trong &Y.

“C4 hai vi déu khiing khiing dau khau, nhung chi 1am cho mét chiing

t6i quay vong vong ma thoi, vé chuyén nay, ching tdi phai 1dng tAm trf lai



d€ suy nghi. Ca c4u Yaichiro 14n 6ng Soun, xin vui long im ldng mot chiit.”

Thé& r6i cac tredng 1ao tram tw suy nghi.
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Cau lac bd ngay thir Sau thay doi dia di€m.

Chuyén nha hang Sensuiro tr¢’ thanh tai san cua ké chuyén cho vay
ning 1i Jurojin, hinh nhw c6 rat nhiéu sy tinh ding sau. Nghi d&n chuyén
dé6 khién nguc t6i dau nhéi. Chinh vi n6 da roi vao tay cta Jurojin, ma nha
hang ki€u cd nay lai thanh ra noi Con nguwoi, Tanuki va Thién cau chen
chic, chi cach nhau mot tdim ctira kéo. Mac du khong ¢4’ y, nhwng cai gia
cta sai [Aam nay la qua 1én. Sensuiro dang thwong lai 1am vao tinh canh toa
nha c6 lich st 1au doii chi trong mt dém bj thoi bay, truyén thong kéo dai
chi mo6t nhat 1a dwet doan.

T6i 1do0 ddo khuén cdi thung dwng may chai rworu Denki Bran gia tw
phia Bic Pontocho, du 12 miia dong nhung md hoi van tda ra. Pwra méit
nhin t6i dang thé hon hén & gian nha dat nén*, Cau lac b ngay thir Sau
mau chéng budc tir gian nha da't nén 1én trén. Cu ba chd nhéan cia Sensuiro
buwdre ra nghénh doén, cii dau that tha’p voi Jurojin.

Trong liic ti&p tuc 1én nha trén v&i moi ngwdi, toi cit thap thdm lo ling
khong biét liéu c¢6 con Tanuki nao dot ngdt chwong mat ra khong. Néu nhw
biét Cau lac b6 ngay thir Sdu dang hop mat dwdi mot mai nha, khong biét
s& thanh hdn loan khing khi€p d&n thé nao nira. Nhitng con Tanuki hodng
so dén 101 dubi ra hin s& 13n 1in trong phong trai chiéu, d&€n chd dit chan
cling khong ¢ nura.

Chiing t6i dwoe dan 1én cin phong trdi chi€u quay mit ra song
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Shimogamo ¢ tang hai. Biéu dang s¢ 1a ho s€ cho chuan bi n'6i 1au ngay.
Khi nhirng thanh vién cia Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu bat man phan nan vé
can phong nhd hep, ¢ phuc vu cii dau néi: “Xin cdc vi niém tinh tha thi.”

“Phong bén canh khong dvoc sao?”

Bishamon chi tay vao tAm man kéo ¢6 v€ ring tre va ho.

“Bén Ay c¢6 nhiéu nguwoi 1dm a.”

“Véay ma sao lai yén tinh thé nhi? C* nhw khong ¢6 ai vay.”

“Vang, ding 1a yén tinh that.”

Ngwoi phuc vu néi mét cdu mo h'd r'oi di ra ngoai.

T6i ng6i thu lu trong mo6t géc phong trai chi€u, nin thé cho doii khong
bié€t bao gio thi me dwgrc dua toi.

Benten dang ngdi quy gdi tach ra khdi vong tron cua Cau lac bd ngay
thr Sdu, trvot nhe trén mét chi€u tatami, lwdt lai gan tdi. C6 Ay cwoi hire
hirc, cham Itra thudc 14. Ng'6i co mot dau gd'i 1én, ¢6 pha khoi ra phu phu.

“Nay, cau dang muu tinh chuyén gi the™?”

“T61 khong noéi cho co6 bi€t dau.”

“Lam gi thi lam, hé thd vi thi khong sao ci. Nhung dirng c¢6 bao lyc
qué day.”

T6i nhin 1én cdnh ctra kéo cé vé hinh rung tre cing con hG, nghi vé
chuyén cta anh ca.

Lic d6, ti hanh lang ¢6 thé nghe thd’y ti€ng nhirng ngwoi phuc vu.

“Mo6n hang da dwgc mang téi roi a.”

N&u néi d&n nhitng diéu cay ding trén th& gidi nay, thi chealng diéu gi
c6 the cay ding bang ngdi doi trong cin phong noi me rudt ciia minh bi

nhGt vao I'ong, chuan bi thanh nguyén li€u nd'u 1au ca.



Hai nguwoi gitp viéc hop stec v&i nhau, can than khiéng cdi [ong vao.
C6 1€ trong tham tdm ho cam thay xau ho khi phai mang mot con Tanuki
16ng 14 vao can phong 16t chi€u tatami ciia mot nha hang c¢6 lich st 1au doi
nhw thé nay, nhung tred'c mat ong chi 1a Jurojin, ho khong th€ lam mat
nhw the” dwge. C6 diéu ho khong biét, phan dong khach khira dém nay

chinh la Tanuki.

Jurojin lac nhe cdi 1'6ng, con Tanuki dang cudn tron ngang mat nhin

A

1én.

Moi ngudi trong Cau lac bo ngay thit Sdu cim thdn kéu lén: “Oi”,
“Tuyét qua”, “Mot con Tanuki that xinh dep”, nhung té1 khong con tim
trang dau d€ lam th& ntra. T6i phai hét sirc ki€ém minh lai d€ khong virt hét
1y tri ma ch'dém t&i chd Jurojin. Khi ti cdn chit moi nhin, me & trong cilii
cling d3 chu y t&i bén nay. Me nhin t6i chdm chid bing dodi mit ddm 1&, khit
khit chuyén dong cdnh mii. T6i khé gat dau.

“Con Tanuki nay dep qué nhi? Phai khong anh Hotei?”

Jurojin cat giong goi gido su Yodogawa.

Nhwng di€u ky la 1a, vi gido sw Yodogawa si mé€ Tanuki dé€n vay lai hoa
ra nhw dang & trén may, ciing khdng dap lai 1o cia Jurojin. Gido sw ha hoc
mOm ra, nhin vao con Tanuki & trong cii.

“Sao th€’, Hotei?”

Bishamon noi.

Gido s Yodogawa ngdp ngung dich mong.

To6i vira dinh cd't giong goi Jurojin.

Pot ngdt, tr can phong trai chi€u tatami bén canh von yén ling nay

gidr, lai vang 1én tiéng gidng co cing thé)ing.
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Céc tredng 1do tram tw suy twdng chflng ma’y choc da di chéo thuyén trén
su6i mo*’. Vwra li€c sang ma’y cuc 16ng dang gt gl rung rinh, Soun lai
m& miéng.

“Pwng ¢6 ndéi nhirng 1oi d6'i tra v6 can cr nira, Yaichiro. That kho chap
nhan.”

“Lam sao 6ng dam!”

Anh t6i hét strc gidn dir quat 1én. “Lam sao 6ng ¢6 th€ tro’ trdo dé€n nhw
the’, @6 khon!”

“P6 1a cach anh néi chuyén v&i chi rudt ctia anh 2? LE nghi di dau hét
roi?”

Anh cd di quén phét chuyén minh dang & trudre céc trudng 1do.

“Chi rudt cdi gi chi!? Tén khon nan kia! Ong da 1am cha t6i bi dem
ndu la ma!”

Mot con chin dong truyén qua nhirng Tanuki dang ngdi canh nhau
trong can phong trai chi€u, nhirng trerdng 1ao dwong nhw da ngt sau theamg
dwong tdi cdi tién cling mot IAn niva x6n xao. “Anh ndéi la 1do ta da dem
bac Soichiro di ndu lau sao?” Gia tredng cia nha Nanzenji hoi. “Chuyén
do that khong th€ cha’p nhan dwoc!”

“Cho da! Cho dal”

Soun duwa tay I1én vay.

“Moi ngwoi binh tinh lai di. Py cling 1a chuyén khong ¢6 can ct gi
thoi. B&i vi cdu ta ¢ doi trd co nao cling khong tic dung, tuyét vong nén

m&i mang chuyén ctia cha minh ra. Tuy nhién cdi nay cling chang c¢6 nhin
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chirng gi hét. Ai c6 th€ lam ching dwoc co chi.”

“Kaisei chinh 1a nhan ching. La con gai cua 6ng d6!”

“O Ira tudi cta con bé van thwong hay twdng twong ra nhitng bi kich
nhr vy ma. Pem loi néi cia dira con gdi mo mong cla toi ra coi la sy
that, anh khong thdy xau hd sao? C6 th€ thwc sy tin chuyén t6i da day
Soichiro vao n'6i lau?

“Ong con dinh v& vit gid ngu t&i khi nao ha!?”

“Anh toan néi nhirng chuyén vo ly. Lam gi c¢6 Tanuki nao c6 th€ tin
mot cau chuyén déang s’ nhw vay.”

Soun quay lai v&i cac tredng 1do ma ca't giong hdi. “Thé nao? Cac vi
c6 nghi rang toi da lam mot viée nhw the’ khong?”

Céc tredng l1ao khong néi cau nao, bd 16ng rung rinh.

Soun van tiép tuc.

“Pung la viéc Soichiro roi vao n'éi lau cua Cau lac bo ngay thir Sdu cé
diéu khé hi€u. Mot Tanuki vi dai d&n nhwong do lai dé dang roi vao tay
cta bon Con nguoi, that 1a ky di qua. Nhwng néu ldc d6 Soichiro da say
quéc can cau thi lai 12 chuyén khéc hin.”

Soun dwa mét nhin con &ch dang ng'6i trén chiéu.

“Theo nhurng gi t6i nghe dworc, thi vao cdi dém ma Soichiro bi Cau lac
bd ngay thir Sdu bét, c6 mot con Tanuki da 1a k& cudi cling udng rwou
cling anh &Y. Soichiro bi bon Con ngudi dang cim han bét, chinh 1a vi
nguyén do nay d6. Tuy nhién dén tin bay gio’, con Tanuki dang cam han d6
van khong tw xung tén minh ra. DU d3 khién thdng linh cta gi¢i Tanuki bj
roi vao n'di 1au ma khdng chdng cw dwoe, hdn vin ngdm miéng gid vor. Toi

nghe ndi cdi ké d6 vi xdu hd véi hanh dong hén nhét cia ban than nén da



tw nhd't minh vao dwdi ddy giéng cha cai chua nao d6.”
Khong th€ kiém ché& dwgc con gian dir, anh thir tdi phi ngwoi 1én, lao
thfmg vao mat Soun.
“QOi cha!” Soun thét 1én, gat con &ch dang sip thoc vao 16 miii minh di.
Anh thtt t6i bay 1én khong trung, trong tich tic truede khi dap vao tAm
ctra kéo dinh bep thi dwgrc gia tredng nha Nanzenji cam ném ngdi do 1ay.
“Khong th€ tha thir dwoe nira!”
Con gian da 1én toi cwc di€m, anh ca téi héa than thanh ho. “Ong la

chu clia t6i hay céi gi, toi khong cAn biét. Toi s& t minh gidm bep Ong!”
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Tw can phong trai chi€u bén canh c6 thé nghe thd’y ti€ng tranh luin gay
git. Giong néi tram tram hin 12 cda Soun roi. “Binh tinh lai di, Yaichiro!”
cé ti€ng gia tredng ciia nha Nanzenji néi vay. Nhirng ti€ng x6n xao hin 1a
cua cac tredng 130 roi.

Jurojin dwa mét nhin cdnh ctra kéo. “MAYy ngudi & phong bén cé vé
dang nhon nhip qué nhi?”

Trong lic cdc thanh vién Cau lac b ngay thir Sdu dong tai nghe, ti€ng
n6i nghén nghen da dan dan lon 1én, chéng ma’y chdc con nghe ca ti€ng
chan chay long vong quanh chi€u tatami. C6 ca ti€ng kéu: “Loan r6i! Loan
roi!”

“Bén kia to chirc ca Pai hdi The duc The thao hay sao vay?”

Lidc Jurojin vira 1am bam, thi mot ti€ng dong 1on rAm ram vang 1én,

canh ctra kéo c6 v€ rung tre 1'0i ra. Canh ctra rung 1én ban bat, roi mot ga



dan 6ng béo map tron vo x6ng qua lam rach ca ctra, nga lan trén phong trai
chi€u bén nay. Pudi theo ga dan 6ng dd’y, mdt con hd that cling xé rach birc
tranh v& hd trén tAm ctra kéo r'oi xdng vao. Mot con hd 1on hinh dang dang
sor d&€n mirc twdng nhw chi nhin mot cdi thoi cling da khién cho gan rudt
dong cing lai.

Con ho gidm 1én lung ga dan 6ng dang bd I'0m ¢0m, ci't cao ti€ng gam
lam c4 nha hang rung chuyén. G dan 6ng kéu 1én hoang hot. “A d!”

“Oi cha. H& kia.”

Benten ng'6i bén canh t6i hén hé noéi.

Nhirng thanh vién ctia Cau lac bd ngay thit Sdu trong tich tic déu Iui
lai, bdm vao bire tedng doi dién. Jurojin ching heé lo so trede con hd chay
loan, vAn ém c4i ciii, nhin ngim me t6i. “Oi cha 6i cha, dém nay that 1a tip
nap qua.”

Ebisugawa Soun van bj con hd 1on gidm 1én lwng chot ngang mit 1én.
Truwde mét 140 12 Jurojin dang ng'di d6, va bén canh 6ng ta 1a cdi ciii.

Khi thd'y me t6i dang bi bit gitt, Soun thét 1én hoang hot: “Al”

Ti€p theo dd, anh ca tdi cling kéu 1én: “A1”. Bo 16ng chen 1an vach
vang den gon song, bor vai dang tirc gian ciling héa y&€u nhwoe. Mac du vay
anh van duy tri dwoc 16t hd bang cach ndo d6, ding 13 anh ca da 1am ra't tot
roi.

Soun hudng vEé phia Jurojin hét 1én.

“Tai sao ch! Tai sao O0ng lai ¢c6 con Tanuki d6 chx!? T6i da bd lai né
trong nha kho co ma?”

“Qi, anh Ebisugawa d&y 2? Bon tdi dang gdp rat nhiéu chuyén nén

muon anh mdt chut.”



“Muon roi may ong dinh lam gi?”

“Thi dem nau lau.”

“Nhw the”lam sao ma néi 1a mwen dwoe niva! Toi dd bao véi ong dén
th& rang khong dworc dem né na'u 1au co' ma! P6 1a con Tanuki cha toi!”

“N6 la Tanuki ctia anh thi sao?”

“Chi c6 cd &7y la t6i khong the’ d€ bi dem nau l1au. T6i khong the chap
nhan chuyén do.”

Soun la hét d&n nuwde bot vang ra. “Téi s€ khdng cung cdp rwegu Denki
Bran gia nwa!”

Jurojin htr miii.

“N€u vay thi bon té1 danh doat 18y ma thoi. Nay Benten, nhuw th€” co
dwoc khong?”

“Ta’t nhién la dworc r61.”

“Chinh 1a vi th& nay! Chinh vi thé nay ma dam Con ngwoi méi la mét
1t xau tinh!”

Ta nén tranh thii khe ho gitra cudc tranh ludn ma doat Gy me.

T6i1 nghi nhw thé nén chdng dau goi nhom diy, nhung da c6 mot nguoi
lao vot qua t61, chdm dén bén céi 1'0ng.

Gido s Yodogawa 6m 18y cdi clii chira me t6i 1én. Me tdi nhin 1én gido
s, mili khut khit. Khi Jurojin ca't giong mém mdng ma hdi: “Anh Hotei,
¢6 chuyén gi thé?”, vi gido sw vin 6m 12’y cdi ciii quay d4u nhin lai Jurojin,
bit d4u 1bi ra sau. Miéng vira 1ip bip, ong ta vira lic du.

“Khong dwoc. Toi hoan toan khong the dirng nhin dwore.”

Gido s Yodogawa hon hén néi. “Pay ding 1a né. La con Tanuki t6i da

trng cham séc. Riéng con Tanuki nay 1a t6i khong th€ giao ra.”



“Chinh vi anh d€ mot con chay thoat mat, nén t6i m&i phai lao tim kho
tir lam vay. Tiéc ta't nién khdng c¢6 1au Tanuki thi c6 khac gi com bo ma
khong c6 thit bdo? Truyén thdng ctia Cau lac bd ngay thir Sdu thi sao?”

Cung v&i giong chi trich cda Jurojin, nhirtng thanh vién khac ciing néi:
“Ong sé& bj khai trir d&'y, 6ng Hotei.”

“Bi khai trir hay bi cdi gi di ntra cling dworc.”

“A a! Ong &y thanh ctrng d4u roi.”

“That dung la t61 da chaamg ra gi. Pay la bi danh bai roi. Bi danh bai vé
mat tw twedng. Nhwng nhw thé ciing dwoe! Tai sao, trong thé” gidi van minh
khai héa nay lai con tuy thich ma an lau Tanuki chir, Cau lac bd ngay thi
Séu la thir gi chir! Truyén thdng la thir gi chr!”

“Ong ciing d3 #n bao nhiéu con day thoi.”

“An khong phai 1 yéu sao. Ly luan yéu thich ctia 6ng thi sao?”

“An 12 yéu. Tuy nhién, dii ¢6 th€ dn nhung lai khong in ciing 14 yéu!”

“Sao Ong lai n6i chuyén tuy ti€n nhw the’, lai con ngébng nghénh thé kia
nwa!”

“Nguy bién! Nguy bién!”

“T6i gidi nguy bién s& mot! Cé y kién gi cling vo dung thdi!” Vi gido
sw hét. “Toi da quy€t doi sang mdt trang khac.”

“Poi sang trang khac l1a chuyén ca nhan cta anh, chi ¢é con Tanuki 1a
de’lai day di.”

Jurojin cit giong nidng né, vi gido su bj truy dudi gidm 1én Ebisugawa
Soun, nhdy mot cu tuyét dep qua canh ctra kéo da bi do sdp, bay vao phong
bon chi€u rwoi bén canh.

Cénh hdn loan dién ra bén &y that 1a khé dién ta.



Trong can phong trai chi€u d6, dau tién 1a cic tredng ldo, con cd
nhirng ké coi séc 1a nhitng thanh vién cta gidi Tanuki ng'6i sat bén nhau
chen chdc chit kin. Khi ti€ng thét canh bao: “Céu lac bd ngay thi Sdu d6!”
vira vang 1én, trong cidn phong trai chi€u da day ti€ng la hét tha't thanh,
nhirng con Tanuki ma't hét h'on via Ian lwot khong gitr dwge 16p bién hinh.
Hing ha sa s nhitng qua banh 16ng hién ra, thanh ra cdnh twong nhuw the
cin phong duwoc 16t bang tAm tham c6 16ng ngo ngudy khong nging. Lao
vao gitra do, gido sw Yodagawa ctr mai hét 1én: “Xin 15i! Xin 16i!”, trong
ldc ba't dic di phai d4 viing c4c qua banh 18ng ra.

Jurojin dirng swng strng & phong trai chi€u bén canh, cam than: “That
la canh twong tuyét dep.”

“Chuing ta c6 thé'lam khong bié€t bao nhiéu la n'6i 1au.”

Nhitng con Tanuki dang 18p ddy can phong trai chi€u tung nguoi tim
céach chay trom.

Bi ddm Tanuki lam trwgt chan, vi gido sw nga 16n nhao, chi€c 1'ong
chira me t6i vang di.

Ngwoi cham chid doi theo d€ dor 18y me tdi dang lwgn vong trén khong
trung 12 anh ca. C6 vé anh cd vi an nguy clia me ma gan rudt thit lai, quén
ma't minh chi 1a mo6t sy t6n tai nhd hon con hd ma minh dang mwon 161,
khi doat dwgre me Ve lai trong tay, ciing tré nén bao gan hon. Om 137y cdi
I'6ng & dwdi bung, anh gam 1én d€ uy hi€p nhirng thanh vién ctia Ciu lac
b6 ngay thir Sdu. Tuy nhién cling khong th€ uy hié€p dwoc. Tredce canh
virong qudc dong vat dot ngdt hién ra tredc mat, nhirng thanh vién Cau lac
b6 ngay thir Sdu khong th€ ti€p nhan dwoc tinh canh nay, chi hét ha réi mé
miéng nhw nhtrng con ca vang trong ao dang tim m0i.

Anh thir chay tro'n khéi cdnh dai hon loan nay roi bam 14y chan t6i @€



bao toan tinh mang. T6i nhat anh 1én, dat Ién vai. “Oi 6i that 13, ric roi qua
di.” Anh thi t6i no6i.

Benten cit ti€ng goi “gido su” roi budc lai gén gido sw Yodogawa.
“Ong khong bi thwong da’y ch¥?” Nguoi duy nha't khong bj 1am phién béi
ca Tanuki va hd 1&n, van binh than tiép nhan sy viéc nhwe né van vay, chi
¢6 Jurojin. Ong ding thezlng 1€n quat con ho. “Mau yén lang di!”

Anh ca t6i cling gam 1én dap lai.

Nhtrng nhan vién phuc vy tho mat vao xem c6 chuyén gi ciling dong
ctirng lai vi s¢ hai. “Ho kia!” “Tanuki kia!”

Pam Tanuki cat ti€ng kéu ri ri, c6 vé mudn m& canh ctra kéo quay ra
ngoai hanh lang d€ chay thoat, tuy nhién vi qua hodng h6t nén thanh ra
vung V€, mady qua banh 16ng d6n dé6ng & mép ctra nhw bi chdi quét khdi
phong trai chiéu.

Tanuki chay quanh tim dwong trdn, hd 1on gam g, Jurojin dang quat
Ion, me dang & trong ciii, Cau lac bd ngay thit Sdu van con steng sot,
nhtrng nhan vién phuc vu s¢ hdi dé€n déng cirng ngwoi, gido s Yodogawa
da chiu sy bai trdn vé mat tw twdng dang ngoi bét trén san, Benten khom
g6 nhe mudn dwa tay ra do vi gido sw, tdi ngdy ngan ra nhin, con €ch nho
dang 14m bam: “Réc rdi qua di.” Vu 16n xdn 16n lién can dé&n gi¢i Tanuki,
Con nguoi va ban Thién cau nay, liéu ¢6 ai d6 c6 th€ tran ap dwgc tinh the
hay khong?

Canh ctra kéo d6i dién v&i canh cira ma bon Tanuki dang cao cao tim
duwong thoat chgt bat mé gy ra mot am thanh 1.

Sw phu Akadama dang dirng do.

Sw phu dd lyng 1én nhw bach tudc lude, c6 cam gidc nhw ngay by gio

trén dinh dau 6ng ciing bung bung tda khéi. Bén tay phdi sw phu nim 13y



céi quat Phong Than Lo6i Than vira dwoc trd vé, bén tay trdi nim soi day
thung d€ m& qua cau dang dwgc treo trén cao. Bam chit 18y chan sw phu
trong khi 6ng 4y dang birng bung ndi gidn la em trai t6i. C6 vé né dang c&
hét strc d€ ngan can sw phu boc phat con gidn. Sw phu ha't chan 1én, em trai
to6i hoa thanh qua banh 16ng r'éi lan di ma't.

Moi nguoi da quén khuéd’y sy hién dién cda su phu.

Do con gidn d& sw phu kéo manh s¢i diy thing, qua cau tich ra lam
doi.

Gitra 16p kim tuyé&n, tim man mang dong chr “Quyét dinh Niseemon”
ro’l xudng.

“Chiing may dinh bét tao cho t&i khi ndo ha? N&u con khong biét diéu,
tao thoi bay ca dam bay gio’!”

Sw phu la hét thinh ng, gio’ cai quat Phong Than L61 Théan 1€n.

Lic d6é mot ¥ nghi ranh manh tya 4c ma hi€n ra trong dau toi.

Du cam thdy rdt c6 10i voi gido s Yodogawa, nhung d€ dep yén sy
hdn loan nay, ching con cdch nao khédc ngodi tao ra mot sw hén loan 1én
hon th€”. Tdi lao ra phia sau Benten day lung c6 ay. Co 4y ngd xudng, do
ngwoi 1én vi gido sw, chi nhin thoi thi ding 1la mot tw theé” khong dang
hoang, thi&u ding dén.

T6i pha phuc xuéng, 1on giong kéu 1én.

“BAm dang Nyoigadake Yakushibo! Pay Ia hién treong bit gian diy
al”

Sw phu Akadama mét long 1&n sdong soc, nhin trieng trirng tinh canh xau
hG cla Benten va vi gido sw, do am muwu quy k& cta t6i ma bon ho dang

lam vao canh 6m ap 18y nhau. Vi gido s hoang h'on kéu lén: “Cau dang



ndi cdi gi d6?” r'oi dinh day ngwoi Benten ra. “Hi€u nhidm thoi, chi 1a hi€u
nham!”

“A, chinh Ia nha ngwoi! Ta da thd'y nha ngwoi trong anh.”

Sw phu vira phun nwdre bot vira néi.

“Cai tha nhw Con ngwoi ma dim ddng tay vao Benten, that 1a chuyén
khong th€ chd’p nhian dwore. Nhwng khong chi nha nguoi. Pira nao tén nao
cling 1a dong pham hét. Lii Con nguwoi & day, ca 1t banh 16ng ntra, dwng co
nghi bay ra cdi mit tro’ trdo nhw thé chuyén nay khong lién quan d&€n minh
la ¢6 th€ ki€m dwoc dwong thoat. Hay nghe nhirng loi cta ta diy! Hay
nhin con Thién cau nay di! Bi€t chwa ha, ta day khinh bi cac nguoi!”

Thé r'éi sw phu xin tay 4o, gio’ cao cdi quat c¢é ric bot vang.

“Ta day chinh la Thién cau. Vi ta 1a Thién cau nén ta vi dai. Vi ta vi dai
nén m¢i 1a Thién cau. Hoa binh phédi dwore ton trong, ba't hoa phéi tranh
né*. Phai nghiém chinh ngoan ngoan t6n kinh ta di. Trwede sy hién dién cla
mot Thién cau vi dai, cic ngwoi khong chira ké nao phai mau biét vi tri cla

'?,

minh di

Suw phu Akadama vung quat v&i tw thé hét nhw nhirng ndm thang oanh
liét tredre kia.

Gitra ti€ng cwoi Thién cau vang vong, mot con gié 16c Thién cau siéu
ca’p cudn cudn ndi Ién.

Sensuiro bj thdi bay thanh min cwa, cd Tanuki 14n Con ngwdi déu nim

tay nhau bay 1én troi.
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Ngay ca sau khi da dat dau chdm hét cho lich s kéo dai tw tdn thoi Edo
cua Sensuiro, con cudng nd kinh h'dn clia swe phu Akadama van chwa ngudi
bot, gié Thién cau lai ti€p tuc thoi loan trong khu vipe quanh Kiyamachi.
C6 nguroi da chay thoat, ¢6 nguwoi bay theo con gié, cd Con nguwoi 1an
Tanuki déu ra ddm chay tr6n vao man dém. Tuy nhi€n, nhirng ké c6 the
thuan loi dao thodt that 14 may mén. Con gido sw Yodogawa do tdi ma bj
mang 0 danh gian phu that 1a ddng thwong.

Sw phu Akadama vwra vung vay cdy quat vira dudi theo gido sw chay
vong quanh.

Nhitng hang cdy & Kiyamachi vin veo nhw sip giy, song Takasegawa
chdy ngwgc dong, nhirng ké say rwgru vo tinh bi cudn vao ciling bj thoi bay
1én trovi. Téc chia gido sw Yodogawa bj thai bay tan loan. Ong vira chay vira
chup &ch, trén khdi Kiyamachi noi cu'dng phong dang hoanh hanh, chay
vé hudng dwong Shijo 14p lanh dnh deén, nhwng sw phu Akadama lai st
dung thuén thuc céi gdy von la qua Gidng sinh cta t6i d€ dudi theo vdi strc
lgc hi€m thdy nhirng ndm gén day.

“Sw phu! Nguwoi da théa méan chwa a!? Bay gio xin sw phu bd qua cho
ngwoi ta di.”

Tbi c& cit giong goi tir dang sau, nhwng sw phu phét 10,

Puwong Shijo cling nhwr moi khi dang tda anh sang gitra dém. Hai bén
dwong moc san sat nhirng tda nha cao ting, nhirng bang hi€u dén neon cla
cac cdng ty chirng khodn, tiém spa, cong ty tai chinh v&i ngin hang tda
sang dudi troi d€m. Nhirng Con ngwoi dang di qua di lai tdp ndp, xe buyt
cung xe hoi dang chay 1én chay xudng, nhirng chiéc xe taxi cho’ khach
dang x€&p thanh hang.

Gido s Yodogawa da chay t&i bo Tay cua con dwong Shijo do.



Khi 6ng &y tim céch lach qua, trén con pho dém chot day ti€ng la thét
cung sy hon loan. Nhitng ¢6 gdi dn dién dep d€, nhirng thanh nién dang vira
kéo dan vira hat trede ctra hiéu Takashimaya & Shijo Kawaramachi, nhirng
sinh vién dai hoc dang di dw tiéc ta't nién, td't ca déu bi danh guc bdi con
cudng phong cudn cudn thoi qua gitra cac toa nha. Nhirng chi€c taxi dang
doi khach rung 1€n ban bat, xe buyt thanh ph6’ bi rung rinh nghi€éng di mot
cach nguy hi€m, ngay ca nhirng cdt den tin hiéu giao thong & phia cudi
dwong cling van veo méo mé. VO s6” qua tdo tr mot chi€c xe ti ban tdo gid
ré dang d0 ven dwong bj thoi bay, ving day tredc cira hang ban @0 hiéu
cao cdp. Nhirng tim bang dén neon bj giit ra tir cac birc twong bay tan
loan, phéng hoa Itka ruc r&, roi tirng cdi tirng cai déu tit ngim.

“Sw phu van cOn manh mé qud nhi?”

Anh thr dang bam 18y vai t6i n6i.

Anh cd va em trai dudi theo sau lwng t6i, con t6i thi dang lao di.
“Yasaburo, lam gi d6 di chx.” Anh cd théd hon hén néi. “L'dn dau tién t6i
tha’y chuyén 0n ao nhw thé nay.”

“Biy gio’ em c6 th€ lam gi sao?”

Sw phu Akadama nhv da thim mét, twa ngwoi vao gdy théd hon hén.
Con cudng phong diu xudng trong chdc lat, chung t61 dinh niu 18y su phuy,
nhung trong tich tic d6, 6ng A’y da lai vung quat 1én.

Bi con gi6 dir vira m&i ndi 1én cudn 14y, anh em ching t6i nim tay
nhau nhw chudi trang hat, bi thoi bay 1én bau troi phia trén Daimaru.

“Chét mat thoi, chét mat thoi!” Anh cd tdi hét 1€n. “S¢r qué, em s¢
qua!” Em trai toi kéu. Khi ching t6i dang bay vong vong trén troi trong ndi

so’ kinh khiép, thi Benten lwgn té&i nhat lai cdi mang ching toi.



“That tinh, ddng 1a mot ké bao lyc.”

Co6 Ay no6i. “Cau da vat va roi. Chuyén sau nay ctr d€ d6 cho t6i.”

C6 &y lach ngwoi vao con gi6 16¢ Thién cau dang thGi 1én cudn cudn,
ha xudng mat da't. b€ lai ching t6i, cd &y ca't ti€ng goi theo béng lung sw
phu Akadama, ngwoi dang tién téi dwdi méi hién cta tdoa nha Fuji
Daimaru: “Sw phu 0i.” Sw phu dwng tay quat, dirng lai.

Sw phu quay dau.

“Benten dd’y a?”

“Con nghi ho da n&€m du kinh hai v&i sw phu r'oi. Thé nao, vay 1a da
roi nhi?”

“Nhwng ma...”

“Con mua ca bong ngody tai day nay. Hay la d€ con vé sinh tai cho sw
phu nhé. Pi 1au 14m r'di su phu chwa gdi dau 1én dui con.”

~

“Um.”
“Sw phu. C6 th€ coi chuyén nay nhw nwoc chdy qua cau dwgc khong?”
Benten cham tay 1€n vai sw phuy, diu dang néi. “Chung ta v€ nha thoi

N 29

nao.

Sw phu Akadama vin nhdn mit nhin theo hwdng gido s Yodogawa
dang chay vé phia Shijo Karasuma, nhuwng roéi cling gat dau, ca't cai quat
Phong Than Lo6i Than vao trong tdi. Chit gié Thi€n cau con soét lai thoi
mai toc bac cua sw phu rung rung. Benten kéo tay sw phu, quay vé hudong
nhirng chiéc taxi dang bang qua dwong Shijo, gio ban tay xinh dep 1én.
Ching ma’y chd'c mot chiéc taxi da ding lai trede mit, ca xe mé ra.

Sw phu Akadama ldng I€ Ién taxi, chgt quay dau nhin mdy anh em

chung toi.



“MA’y dira chiing may con choi dua gi d6? Mau mau vé nha di.”
Sw phu vira vung vay cdy gy vira néi. “Cai thir banh 16ng bon bay ma
di choi dém qua mirc, s€ bi an thit ma't cho ma xem.”

Anh em chiing t6i hwdng vE phia vi n sw vi dai, cdi dau.
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Nhin theo chiéc taxi chéd sw phu Akadama va Benten roii di, chiing t6i the
phao, nhe ca nguoi.

Ching t6i h'6i tweong lai nhirng viéc da xay ra trong mot ngay rat dai,
nhwng r6t cudc cling chﬁng hi€u r6 chuyén gi da xdy ra. Ma khong hieu
cling chgng sao ca. Du khong thé néi moi viéc da hoan toan dwoc giai
quyét, nhing xong r'oi van 1a xong.

“Cau con dinh lam &ch t&i bao gio ha?”

Anh ca néi v&i anh thit dang ng6i trén vai t6i. “Khong thd’y bat tién
sao?”

“Khong anh oi. Cdm gidc cia em van chwa quay vé. Em danh tiép tuc
lam con &ch nhw bay gio’ vay.”

“Vi tri Niseemon thi sao a?” Em trai toi hoi.

Anh ca t61 nhan mat.

“Vi anh da 1am loan trwéc mit cdc tredng 1do nén chic 1a khong duorc.
Nhung con Soun, nhirng chuyén xdu xa cua l1ao bj phd bay toi mic do,
tuyét doi 1a khong thé roi. Chic 1a 6ng Yasaka lai tiép tuc 1am Niseemon
thoi. Ong ta c6 vé da du tinh nghi hwu r'di di t&i nhitng hon ddo phia Nam,

that la tdi nghi€p.”



“A con me thi sao!?”

Khi tdi ndi ra, “Pung roi ding roi ding roi” anh ca trd nén hdt hoang.
“Anh da bao me di t&i tiém Akegarasu tredc, nhung chang biét da dén noi
an toan chwa.”

Em t61 rut dién thoai di dong ra, nhung vi Kinkaku goi dién thoai ra't
lau nén pin da can ma't roi. Nhung em t61 ch?:ing hodng hot cling chffmg lam
"‘am 1, ma chi sac dién vao mot chit. “Ngay ca em doi lic ciing htru dung
nhi?” Vira m&i thi thdm xong, anh ca to6i hoang 1én, voi thém vao. “A
khoéng, em ludn ra't hru dung ma.”

Em t6i goi dién thoai cho me. Giong néi cua me truyén t&i tai moi
ngwoi.

“Me o1, bdy gio' me dang & dau a?”

“Me vira moi toi Akegarasu ddy nay. Ca nira ngay & trong I'ong roi,
vai that 1a dau nhirc, dau nhirc qua. Céac con déu 6n ca chir? Khong dira nao
bi thwong day chix?”

“Véang, moi nguwoi déu & diy a. Con chuyén mdy cho anh Yasaburo
day.

“Me o1, con con sdng khde nhw vam day nay.”

“Yasaburo dady a, con da vat va qua roi.”

“Ha ha, chuyén viat thdi ma me. Vay con chuyén may lai cho anh
Yaichiro nhé.”

“Me, ngay hom nay that 1a nguy khon vo cing. Con that sy ra't xin 16i.
Hon nira dit it ti&c, con nghi chic con s& khong thé tré thanh Niseemon

dwoc.”

“Chang sao ca dau. Chi can con con s6ng thi thi€u gi co’ hoi.”



“Xin 16i me. Con chuyén mdy cho Yajiro day.”

Anh cad ¢cdm dién thoai di dong, dwa vao gan vai tdi. Anh thir tdi chdm
rai ti€n lai gan cai dién thoai di dong, trong mot lic c6 vé bdi rdi nén
khong bi€t phai ndi gi ca.

“Yajiro, sao con im ldng th&?”

Me néi. “Con bj thwong & dau a?”

Con &ch nhd bé chot tudn roi nwedre mit.

“Pa 1au qua r'oi, me oi. Con da khong lién lac gi v&i me. Xin me tha
tht cho con.”

“Khong sao ca. Me biét chuyén ctia con ma. Bung khéc nira.”

Me binh than néi. “Ma nay, dém nay da xay ra nhiéu chuyén roi. Me
dang doi cac con t&i day.”

Anh em ching t6i t€ tyu dong du l1a chuyén bao nhiéu ndm mai ¢6.

Anh cd n6i: “Ciing lau r'6i khong lam, hay nay minh danh tréng bung
di?” To6i cam thdy ngén ngai. Tanuki danh trdng bung da la chuyén tw xwa
that xwa r'oi. Hon nira khi danh trdng bung thi th€ nao tinh trang bung da
toi cling thanh ra ky cuc. Nhwng t6i khong mudn lam hdng tdm trang tot
cta anh cd, dém nay danh phai sin sang thoi*.

“Lam thdi nao.” Anh ca néi.

Chiing t6i v0 bung ddnh “boong” mot Tan duy nhat, roi di vé hwedng

Akegarasu.
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“Mot ngay nao do, con han ciling s€ theo bwde cha.”
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Ngay trwdc, khi dang dgi xe buyt trén con phd Gion tap nép, cha toi da
néi v&i anh ca nhw the” day.

“Trong gi¢i Tanuki cling c6 nhirng con Tanuki chflng ra gi. Con doi khi
ciing ctrng d4u, nén chuyén cii va chic s& rat nhiéu. Tuy nhién khi con tao
ra mot ké thu thi cling c6 nghia 1a khong the€ k&t thém mot ngwoi ban. Khi
tao ra nam ké thu thi khong th€ ¢6 thém nadm ngwoi ban. Cr nhw thé’, s6
lwong ké thu clia con ¢ tdng 1én, tir ldc nao khong bi€t mot nira gidi
Tanuki da thanh ké thit cia minh. Nhung nhin sang mot bén di, con van cé
ba nguoi em trai co ma. D6 1a chuyén ra't dang yén long dad’y. Nha't dinh
mot ngay cac em s€ tr¢ thanh con at chd bai ciia con. Piéu thwong khién
cha cam thdy bu®n, d6 la chinh cha lai khdng cé mdt con at chu bai nhw
the¢”. Cha khong tin twdng em trai minh, em trai cha cling da khong tin
twdng cha. Chinh vi vdy ma anh em ta m&i tré nén ba't hoa. Khi mét ngwoi
¢6 chung dong mau vé&i con tré thanh ké dich, thi d6 sé€ 1a ké dich 1o'n nha't.
Vi vy cdc con phdi ludn tin twdng 1an nhau nhé. Anh em phai luén hoa
thudn da’y! Nhat dinh dirng bao gio’ quén. Anh em phai hoa thuén! B&i vi
trong cac con déu chay cung mot ‘dong mau ngdc nghéch’.”

No6i dén d6, cha t6i lai cwoi kha kha.

“Noi vay, do chaalng phadi la dong mau dang ty hao hay sao?”

000

B&i vi dip cudi nam quéd ndo dong On ao, nén c6 1€ ai ndy déu hét sirc mét
modi, moi ngwoi déu lan ra ngh say swa. Gidi Tanuki & Lac Trung yén tinh
nhu da chét.

Chang maYy chd’c chiing t6i lai d6n chao nam mai.



Nhirng ngay ddu nam thwong thwong dwge ban phic cho thoi tiét rat
tot, ndm d6 ciing khong 1a ngoai 1€, bau trei xanh biéc cao voi voi, khép
noi trén dat Lac Trung tap ndp ngwoi di tham viéhg dén dau ndm. Bon
Tanuki m&i bo ra tr 6 ngt chiing t6i khit khit cdi mii, dau tién dung mdi
d€ ném mui vi cua ndm mdi da toi.

Vi tam tinh rat t6t, cd nha ching to6i dit nhau d&n dén Yasaka. Mdi
nam chung td1 déu tham dén Shimogamo, nhueng di d€n dén Yasaka cling
la 1€ tw trwedre khi cha t6i di sang thé gidi bén kia.

Chung t6i budc di trén bor dé chia con song Kamogawa dang dwgc dnh
sang mét troi chi€u roi, tor ga Demachi-yanagi 1én tau dién Keihan.

Khi dirng & chan cau 1on Shijo, toi thd'y tir Shijo Kawaramachi tdi tdn
Gion va dén Yasaka déu chit nich nhirng khach t&i thim dén ddu nam.
Nhirng cd gdi mic trang phuc truyén thong, nhirng dira tré mic d6 day toi
mic trong nhir may con daruma, cac cap nam ni tay trong tay, dong nguoi
bao nhiéu nam phu 1o &u chen chic trén con dwong Shijo, cong tredc dén
Yasaka chat kin nhw ném.

“Oi tro1i, that 1a dong qud.”

Anh ca téi veon vai nhin vé hedng dén Yasaka, vé mit ngan ngai.
“Li€u ta c6 vao dworc trong dén hay khong?”

Pém d6 anh ca t6i da héa thanh hd roi gy bao loan trwd’c mit cac
trirdng 130, bé ngoai anh di bi ming, nhung xét tinh thé lic d6 thi anh da
duoc tha thir. Méc du vay, bdi vi khdng th€ quyét dinh vi Niseemon mdi
trong tinh th&" hdn loan nhw the’, nén trede mét Yasaka Heitaro ci ti€p tuc
ddm nhi€m vi tri Niseemon. Nghe néi Heitaro von da ra't mong mai dwoc
di du lich t&i cdc nuwédc phwong Nam, nhung cling danh cin ring chiu

dung.



“Néu 1o’ bi de chét thi that kho nhi?” Me t6i néi, 6m 18y vai em t6i.

“Nguy hi€m nha't 1a con day nay. B&i vi con la €ch ma.”

Anh thr ng6i trén vai tdi 6m Op ndéi. “Pung d€ anh roi xudng nhé,
Yasaburo. Khong thi anh s& bj giAm bep da’y.”

Anh thit t6i van chua the ti 16t éch héa tré lai thanh Tanuki. Anh néi
tam thoi s€ cir di di vEé vEé gitra cdi gi€ng nwde va rieng thiéng Tadasu. Doi
voi cude sdng lam &ch thi qua that 1a giéng nwdc thuén tién hon ra't nhiéu.

Khi theo dong chdy cua doan nguwoi trén dwong Shijo, ch:fmg ma’y chdc
chiing t6i lai tinh co’ gdp g& may nguoi hdi gido sw Yodogawa.

Gi4o sw mic du bi cudn vao vu 16n xOn 1oén d&n nhw the’, nhwng van
khong td ra rdi tri. Con ngwoi ddy ham mudn an udng nay vé co ban cé vé
ra't kién cwong. O bén canh gido s [a may cau sinh vién, cé cad ciu Suzuki
da cung gido sw an banh baumkuchen.

“Qi, héa ra 1a cau! Chiic ming nim méi.”

“Tdi cling vay. Xin chic mirng ndm mdi. Gido sw dan hoc sinh di thim
dén dau nam da’y a? Ngai that 1a dwo'c yéu mén nhi?”

Gido sw xua tay kéu 1én “Khong khong,” roi ceoi nguegng ngung. “Bay
gio’ toi phai dai ho an thir gi ngon ngon, nén cdi vi tién dang kéu khoc day.”

“Than th€ gido sw van On dd’y cht?”

“Ha? On ca. Nhung mic d4u vy, di thir h'di twéng lai bao nhiéu Tén,
t0i van khong rd dau dudi chuyén gi da xay ra trong dém do. Nhung t0i gdp
ric roi to. Toi da bi khai trir khdi Cau lac bod ngay thr Sdu mat roéi...”

“Nhung gido sw vO sy la tot roi, khong phai sao.”

“U qua vay that. Cudi cung ding la nhw thé that.”

“Gido sw, mau di an cdi gi ngon ngon di. Nhirng thir ngon lanh trén doi



nay chi't cao nhw nai!” Suzuki néi, thic giuc vi gido sw.

“Vay thoi tam biét nhé. L'an t&i ciu cir t&i phong nghién ciu choi.”

Sau khi chia tay gido sw, chiing t6i lai dori dong nguoi chen 1an & trede
cong dén Yasaka di chuyén.

Cudi cung chiing t6i cling vao toi san dén, nhwng quay vé hwdng nao
cling chi thdy toan dau ngwoi den bong. Xung quanh nhirng sap ban hang
trong san dén ciing toan ngwoi 1a ngwoi. Khi gia dinh téi vira kéu oai odi
vira nim tay nhau ti€h vé than dién, thi trong ddm dong tAp nap bén kia,
toi nhin thd'y may ga dan 6ng mic au phuc xdm vé mat lanh lung dang
ding thanh mot hang dai ti€n budec.

Tbdi cAu tay anh ca. “Anh o, nhin ding kia kia.”

Anh ca quay ddu vé huwdng tay tdi dang chi, néi. “La dam Thién cau
Kurama v?”

“Trong san dén nay Thién cau v&i Tanuki 14n 10n t&i mic ndo chang
bi€t.” Anh th néi. “Ma thdi, thoi thé bay gio téi €ch con di tham dén dau
nam dwoc co ma.”

“Thién cau cting di tham d€n dau nam nhi?” T6i nai.

000

“Thién cau di thim dén dau nam thi cé gi xdu ch?”
Mot giong néi dot ngdt vang Ién twr phia sau lam ching tdi gidt minh.
Khi quay dau lai, t6i thd'y Benten dang mac mot bd furisode* dd ruc
1ong 14y, cing v&i sw phu Akadama dang mic do khodc va deo khin

choang. Benten than nhién nha'm nhép taiyaki*, bén khée moi c¢6 dinh chuit
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vét dau dd. Hai nguoi cing nhau di thim dén dau nadm thé& nay, hinh nhw l1a
chuyén da ma@y nam r6i khong thi’y nwra.

“O day chflng phai la dd'ng Nyoigadake Yakushibo sao? Xin chic muwng
nam moia.”

Thay ching t6i cdi dau, sw phu cé vé kha hai long, “Um.”

“T6i thich ngdy dau nim 18m diy.” Benten néi. “Cé mii vi gi d6 rat
dic biét. Hon ntra né con ddm tinh truyén thong, nén toi ra't wa.”

“Ping vay, ding vay.” Sw phu néi voi giong diu dang.

“Sw phu bay gio cling di viéng dén a?” Me tdi hoi.

Sw phu Akadama vwon ngudi, nhin ngdm ddm dong dang chen chiic
chat kin xung quanh chinh dién. “Dinh 1a nhw vy, nhung that la phién
phirc.” Sw phu 14m bam. “Ta cling khong tinh déng cho' mai & chd nay.”

“Ta di viéng dén di, c6 dwoce khong su phu?” Benten néi. “Lau 1dm
moi lai ¢6 dip ma.”

Lap tirc d6i 16ng may ctia sw phu dan ra. “Ma thoi, danh vay. Thi
thodng cting khong té.”

Thé& roi ching t6i bwdc di theo doan nguoi dang cham cham di
chuyén. S phu Akadama vwra di vira thuy€t gido anh em chiing t6i nhan
dip d4u ndm, d€ xua di sy nham chdn. That 1 xui xéo. Mdi I4n sw phu néi
gi, Benten lai coi khic khich.

“Yaichiro, phai d€ dau 6c linh hoat hon di.”

“Yajiro, treedre tién phai tw 16t €ch trd lai hinh dang xwa di.”

“Yasaburo, tir nay vé sau, dirng cé giy thém ric rdi nira.”

“Yashiro, tred’c hét 1a phai mau mau lon 1én di.”

Vwra c6¢ dau ting dira, sw phu vira néi nhw vay.



Chi c6 anh ca t6i 13 1ing nghe k§ lwdng nhitng 1o thuyét gido ché)ing
bi€t c6 ich gi hay khong, chzamg biét ddng cam ta hay khdng d6. Anh thi la
&ch nén nhin mit anh khong phdn doin dwgc ring anh c6 dang nghe
nghiém tdc hay khéng. Em t6i bj chon vui gitta ddm dong nén chi c6 the
nghe ti€ng nd kéu oai odi. Con toi thi di nhién la lo’ dang roi.

Trong lic sw phu Akadama pho ra uy quyén Thién cau ctia minh vao
dau nam moi, ching t6i da d&€n géan chinh dién, nhwng cédi hdp chira tién
cling bi bao vay béi khéch t&i vieng dén van con & kha xa. Chiing t6i nim
tién 18 trong tay, nhim c4i hop chira tién cling d&€ ném vio.

Trong ldc dang chuan bi tién 1&, t6i nhin thdy ké dang cdu nguyén bén
canh minh 1a hai dra con trai map map. “A/” Khi t6i kéu 1én, ma’y dia d6
cung nhin vé hwdng nay ma kéu: “A!”

“Cha, Kinkaku Ginkaku. Chiic mirng ndm m&i nhé. M&i sang dau nam
ma da lam tro ngdc roi a?”

“Pém A7y bon tao bj te tua 1dm d6, Yasaburo.” Kinkaku néi.

“Bon tao bj cdm s6t ning 14m d6, ngd vii t&i tAn hom nay. Tao da
teong tao chét roi!”

“Ngwdi ta thwong néi thing ngdc thi khong bi cdm, nhwng héa ra
khong phéi a?”

“May néi gi dé!”

Nghe néi cha cta ching nd, tirc 10 Ebisugawa Soun, sau vu '6n ao kinh
thién déng dia d6, da chi thong bao: “T6i di sudi nwdc néng day”, roi roi
di trong dém. Khong ai bi€t 120 di d€n dau, nhung nghe don 130 da dm
theo bd swu tap netsuke trong nha kho cia cong xwdng ché tao regru Denki

Bran gid, tién tw vor vét bao nhiéu lau ciing bi€n ma't hon nira. C6 nguoi



ndi 140 da an tron con gi6 16¢ Thién cau cua sw phu Akadama nén khong
con kha nang h'6i phuc ntra, nhwng cling ¢6 nguwoi ndi 1do da bj cac tredng
130 canh cdo bat phdi rdi di. DAu 1a gi di ching nira, thi 130 ciling di cong
dit chay trdn trwdc khi nhirng viéc gian dc chdng chi't bao nhiéu nam bj
ti€n hanh diéu tra chinh thic. Chuyén ldo c¢6 vé lai Kyoto khong, cling
ching o nita. Toi thi nghi ldo ding bao gidr quay veé thi tdt hon.

Tt trong ddm dong, toi nghe thdy tiéng ai d6 ming md Kinkaku va
Ginkaku.

“Nay, hai 6ng anh ngd’c cac nguoi d6. Khong bi€t chao hdi ddu nam ra
sao u?”’

“Kaisei day a?”

Tdi dwa mat nhin quanh ddm dong. “C6 dang & dau da’y?”

“T6i khong d€ cho anh tim ra dau.”

Kaisei cuoi. “Moi ngwoi, chic mirng nam méi nhé.”

Sau khi Soun bi€n mat, Kinkaku va Ginkaku ti€p quan xwdong ché” tao
rwo'u Denki Bran gia.

T6i nghi ngo' khdng biét hai anh em ngd'c nghéch d6 cé the€ lam dwoc
cong viéc khé khan nhw vdy khong, nhung ngwoi chi phdi moi thir trén
dau cuda tyi né 1a Kaisei, nén to6i nghi hin s& &n thoi. Vi viée & cOng xwdng
rd't ban rén, nén chuing t6i dao nay khong c6 thoi gian ranh gip go, that la
d4dng vui mirng. Néu Kinkaku va Ginkaku c6 trf tué hon, bit dau thu gom
tién riéng, thi chealng bi€t s€ lam ra chuyén xau gi nwra.

Tbi va Kinkaku, Ginkaku trirng mét nhin nhau, nhung sw phu Akadama
d3 g6 dAu ching toi bang mot miii tén triy ta.

“Con dinh cai va nhau t&i khi nao ntra ha, cdi 14 banh 16ng nay. Mau



mau ném ti€n cung di.”

Ching t6i vOi vang ném tién cing vé hwdng cd vé 1a cé cai hop dung
tién.

“Moi nguoi cé the cuing dén tham dén, that 1a tot qua.”

Me t6i binh than néi, réi ném ti€n cing. “Anh Sou, anh cling dang

hanh phiic 1dm phai khong?”’

000

Khi t6i vira ngri thd'y mot mui hwong ém dju, thi Benten da déng bén canh
t6i tir khi ndo. “Nim nay tdi c6 nhiéu diéu wdc 1dm day.” Co Ay vira thi
tham, vira boc ra't nhiéu tién 1& vao trong to’ gid’y goi taiyaki r'oi ném di.

“Bé&i ¢ Benten la ngwoi tham lam ma.”

“Nhuw the”la tham lam sao?”

“Néu c6 khong gidi han muc tiéu lai, thi diéu nguyén wdc s€ khdng
thanh hién thuwc dau.”

“Vay sao...? Thé& thi t6i woc s€ dwore gap nguoi dinh ménh cia minh.”

“Co lai gid vor 1am thi€u nir dang yéu ntra r'oi!”

“... Con cu thi wdc gi thé? Yasaburo.”

Nhwrng a&m thanh 6n ao trong san dén hda ra xa xam.

Oi chét.

To6i suy nghi can than.

Nhwng ban than to6i cheamg cé diéu wdc gi dic biét ca.

Nam ngodi ¢é ra't nhiéu chuyén da xdy ra, nhwng quan trong la moi

ngwoi con sdng, quan trong 1a moi ngwoi déu vui vé. Nam nay han cling sé



c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra, nhng mién moi ngwoi con séng va con vui vé thi
cling du t6t roi. Chung t6i la Tanuki ma. N&u dwoe héi Tanuki nén sdng vi
céi gi, ldc ndo toi cling s& tra 161 - 12 ngoai sdng mdt cude doi thd vi, ching
con can lam gi khéic nura.

Pbam Tanuki dang bo & dat Lac Trung, moi ngwoi hay bd di nhirng ky
vong qua cao xa.

“That ra to1 cling chgng c6 diéu woc gi dic biét.”

To1 noi.

Benten mim cuwdi, chip hai tay vio nhau, nhdm mit lai.

Tdi ngdm nhin gwong mit trong nghiéng ctia co Ay trong chdc 14t, roi
ciing chip tay nhdm mit.

The roi toi tha’p giong thi tham.

Xin hay cho gia dinh chiing con cung vo'i ban be dwoc vinh quang vica

phdi.



Binh gidi

Téi cd viét loi “binh gidi”, nhung lai ma't phwong hwdng. Toi da ludn
nghi cudn Gia tdc thdn bi nay that la thd vi, va nhan dip sach dwoc in
thanh ban bia mém, t6i da dwoc tdc gia Morimi moi viét loi binh gidi. Vi
vdy t6i dd nhdn 10 ngay ma khong ngén ngai gi. VAy nhung khi bt tay
vao viét 1o “binh gidi”, toi lai nghi vi goi 1a “binh gidi” thi phai cé giai
thich thuy€t minh gi d6 moi ding. Thé nén t6i da suy nghi mai vé chuyén
chii @¢ tdc pham nay 12 gi, rang diéu ma tic gid mudn 1am rd nha't ndm &
dau, r'oi dan dan hoan toan ma't phwong hwong.

C6 vé nhue day 1a mot tieu thuy€t dé tai gia dinh xoay quanh mdt gia
dinh Tanuki c6 truyén thdng lau doi. Pi€m nay da khoi goii nén cam xiic.
Ciing ¢6 hat giong tao nén sy hai huwdc. Tuy nhién diéu ma anh Morimi
mudn Vi€t ra hinh nhwe khong phai chi ¢6 nhiéu d6, ma con 1a nhitng sy hon
loan day cam xtc, nhirng viéc vira cam dong vwra di thwong chwa tung
thay, roi nhirng sy ryc ro hoa 1€. Mot cau chuyén huyén do, vira mang mau
sac Nhat Ban vira h'6i hop, cham t&i ndi dau budn khong ddy, roi lai dn ga
chién, r'6i cudi cung moi ngwoi di tham dén ddu ndm, moi viéc déu On
thda cd. Nén du sau khi doc xong, bi bao boc trong bao nhi€u cdm xtc
buwng birng la thwong, ké phai dam dwong viéc viét 1o binh gidi nhw toi
van cadm thdy that 1a bin khodn.

Mot cudn ti€u thuy&t dy dp nodi dung nhu vdy, nén “binh gidi” the nao
day?

Mic dit bi chodng ngop, nhung t6i ¢6 cdm gidc rang trude ddy da ting trai



qua chuyén thé nay r'6i. Khi nhin ra diéu dé t6i chot nho lai, d6 1a h'éi lam
cudn Truyén ky phong bon chiéu rwoi, toi da c6 moét trai nghiém that dang
o

Mua xuan nam 2010, cudn ti€u thuy€t thir hai ciia anh Morimi, Truyén
ky phong bon chiéu rwoi dwgre chuyén thé€ thanh anime phat séng trén ti vi,
lic d6 t6i da dwoec nho' ddm dwong nhiém vu trong dai 1a viét kich ban
chuyén the. Nhan tién h'6i d6 to6i v&i anh Morimi von da ¢6 giao tinh so’
so’, ma toi lai 1a mot bién kich song & Kyoto, nén ¢6 the néi la c¢é dia lgi
14m. Khi dwoe hdi chuyén tdi d¢a khong hé ngan ngai ma dong y ngay, sau
d6 thi nhirng ngay hoang mang mat phwong hwdng cit n6i ti€p nhau, toi
ntra nam trdi qua.

Khi chuyén thanh kich ban, ndi dung nguyén tic 1a mdt cudn ticu
thuy€t ra't day budc phai thu gon d€ vira voi thoi lwong phat song kéo dai
khodng 11 tip, mdi tip 20 phiit. Tuy nhién chi ¢an nim bit nhuan nhuyén
phiédn “c6t 161" chia cAu chuyén, sau d6 ti€n hanh chon lya thém bdt thich
hop, thi ¢6 th€ tém tit lai rat tot, khong phai sao? To6i da hdo hirc cho doi
v&i cach nhin lac quan nhw vay, roi ¢ nhw thé roi thing xudng man dém
vO tan cua dia nguc.

Truyén ky phong bon chiéu rwei, ding nhw céi tén cua nd, l1a ti€u
thuy€t vé mot cau sinh vién dai hoc nam ba cheamg ¢6 gi hap din song
trong can phong bon chi€u rwdi, hét hon nira cudn truyén ciu ta chi an
com, doc sach khiéu dam, r'oi di quiy phd lung tung v&i dira ban xa'u, hu
nhu ching hé ¢4 tién trién gi ¢4, ctt tiéu phi thdi gian vao nhitng chuyén vo
nghia. Hon ntra, cudn sach con ctr thao thao k€ hang say vé nhitng thi c6
vé chaalng hé lién quan dén c6t truyén chinh. Nhirng doan van c6 vé vo ich

d6 khi€n ngwoi ta phdi nghi li€u but lyc ctia ngai Morimi da suy y&u roi



sao? Trong tdc pham T4n nay ciing xud't hién d6i chd nhw the'.

Khi dé, t6i nghi n€u Iwgrec bd mai roi s€ nhin thdy “c6t 161 cla cau
chuyén. Khi t6i lam vay nhirng 1o'p vo cuia cu chuyén Tan lwot roi ra, cot
truyén dan thu hep lai, tré’ thanh “chuyén mot chang sinh vién dai hoc sdng
doi sinh vién sao cho hop 1y”. Cai khung nhw thé 1a ra't tot roi, nhwng so
voi sy phong phud cda nguyén tac thi hinh nhw lai thanh ra mét th gi dé
khéc hén. Ma trong ldc téi lam vay, nhtrng phian truyén vun vat dworc lwoc
bd di, khi cha't ddng lai, hinh nhw tda ra mot thir anh sang 14 lanh ky la.

To6i gép kho khin r'oi. C6 vé cdi thir téi da dao x&i 1én cheamg phai la
“cot 16i” ctia cau chuyén dau nhi?

To6i ludng cudng quay tré lai véi cudn truyén ban dau, lai mot Ian nira
muon xac dinh di€m can ban cta cau chuyén, trong lic doc di doc lai
nguyén tdc, ching hi€u sao ma chd nay chd kia déu d4n cam thay déng
yéu, chéng ma’y chdc da dén dé khong boé dworc mdt cau nao. Toi da lac 161
vao me 10 tinh yéu dang s¢’ ma't r'oi.

Téi cir 'an khdn nhwr vdy ma't niva ndm, thi nhan dwo'c mot chi dao than
nhién tt vi gidm dd'c, nguoi cd 1€ cling da lac chan vao mé 16 tinh yéu nhw
toi: “Thoi c6 nh'di nhét dwore cdi gi thi nh'6i nhét di.”

Sau d6 anime bit dau di t&i budc hoan thién, cdi di€m “1¢i dAn chuyén

no6i nhanh t&i di thwong” cling 1a tw trai nghiém nay ma ra.

No6i tém lai, d6 chinh l1a di€m dang s¢ cuda ti€u thuyét do anh Morimi viét
ra.

Xuyén sudt hét cd cudn sdch, ddu du ciing ddy 4p nhitng chuyén thid
vi, noi d6 khong heé ton tai cdi goi la “cot 16i”, khong phai 1a loai van

chwong dwoc viet ra chit ché nhim t&i mdt phrong hwdng nao dé, cé the



néi la chi chay theo strc twdng twong ctia anh Morimi, nhirng “nhdnh
truyén” c Un un sinh s6i viron dai ra.

Nhirng ciu chuyén d6 giong nhw ciy cdi, hit 18y dinh dwong tir manh
da't Kyoto mau mé ma dam ch'di ndy 16c khip noi noi, béi vay viée tia bot
canh 14 that sy vo ciing khé khiin. D3u sao, tdi cling khong th€ cit bd mot
cdi cay dang song dworc.

Sw ngip ngung trong sudt nira ndim do, by gio khi nhé lai, toi ngdm ra
ch:flng phdi cling bat ngudn tir nguyén do nhu thé” sao? Viéc kich ban trong
do7i tré nai, néu tir quan di€m phai bdo vé tinh cha't clia nguyén téc, t6i nghi

la ciing chdp nhan dworc thoi.

Bay gio thi hdy néi vé Gia tdc thin bi.

Trong treong hop tic pham nay, thi “th€ loai” cla cdi cay hin 1a giong
Tanuki r'6i, thé” nhwng lai phat tri€n theo nhirng hwdng khong ngo toi,
nhirng phrong hwdng gidng nhw canh ciy nay tha h'd veon cao veon xa,
& nhirng dau canh nd tung nhirng déa hoa la nhirng cau chuyén k€.

Vi du nhu & chwong hai, Yasaburo cuing v&i me di dé€n tiém choi bi da.
Yasaburo dirng triedc ban choi bi da da miéu ta 1a: “Me téi thiic co- mét cdi
“cdch”, nhitng qud bong dii mau lao xao ldn di.”

Cai tw twegng thanh “céach” thi bo qua, diéu lam t6i lwu tAm chinh 1a cai
ter “lao xao” do6.

Khong phai 1a “tan loan” ma lai 1a “lao xao”, that 1a cé chit ky la daYy.

biéu nay c6 1€ chi 1a tdi nghi nhw the” thdi, nhung ma nhirng qua béng
bi da, c6 nhing qua chi nhudém thuan nhat mot mau, nhung trong s6” dé
cling c6 nhitng qua trén nén tring lai ¢6 mot ddi mau nhw dai lung vong

quanh. Nhirng qua bong “deo day lwng” d6 khi lan trén ban, cé 1€ s€ trong



giong nhw nhirng sinh vat sdng dang lao dao di chuyén. Khi thdy v s&
nhitng qua béng d6 1in khip noi, Yasaburo méi diing tir “lao xao” nhu th&’
do.

Hinh nhw loi gidi thich nay c¢6 hoi phong dai, n€u khong chinh xac thi
that 1a ching con 15i binh gidi ndo ddng xAu h& hon nia, nhung diu sao
Yasaburo ciling luén nhin thé gi¥i nhw vady. Yasaburo luén nhin van vét
bang 4nh mét d4y thd vi, nén nhitng sy viéc gay khodi chi thé nay méi dién
ra & nhiéu noi trong cudn ti€u thuyé&t. Ching ¢ dwdi bong cay trong veeon,
dwdi ddy giéng, trong can ho & chung cw Masugata, trén cdy ciu, trong n'oi
lau, trén noc nha, trong ddm dong & dén Yasaka.

Yasaburo con néi thé& nay: “Trwoc ddy, toi da tieng trdn tré voi mot
nan dé, rang mot con Tanuki phdi séng thé’ nao mdi t6t?” Nhung cudi
cuing lai khong dwa ra k&t luan, ma ndi rang “ngodi chuyén séng mot cudc
doi thii vi ra thi ciing khong can lam gi khdc” .

T6i nghi ching ta cling nén hoc héi diéu dé. S6ng nhw Tanuki hin 1a
ra't khé khan, nhwng t6i nghi chi it n€u chi 1a chuyén doc sach thi ching ta
cling c6 the’ hudng thy gidng nhw Tanuki dworc chir.

Tac pham cta anh Morimi nén dwoc doc nhw thé€. Céi y twdng dwa
dwong dan 1671 dén cau trd 1o, ngay tte dAu da 12 sai r'oi, nén toi cling dung
viéc binh giai lai thoi.

Chi can vui thd la t6t r'oi. Ngoai viéc doc mot cach vui vé ra thi ching

ta cling khong can phai lam gi ntra.

Bién kich, nha sdn xudt, tdac gid kich bdn,

tdc gid chwong trinh. Daqi dién ciia doan kich Europe.



Ueda Makoto
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