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1. 'T8m vé x6 s6 14, series 20

\ / ao ngay mung Tam thang Muwoi hai ndm ngodi, 6ng Gerbois, giang
vién mdn Todn treong Cao dang Versailles, trong khi luc tung mot cira
hiéu @6 c& da kham phd ra chi€c ban viét gd gu khién 6ng ra't ddi hai long,
vi nd ¢ vo sO cac ngan kéo.
“Pung la thir thich hop d€ lam qua sinh nhét cho Suzanne.” Ong nghi.
Va vi dng vdn van ludn ludn c& ging dem d&n nhirng niém vui gidn dj cho
con géi, phtt hgp v&i thu nhip khiém ton cia minh, 6ng hdi gid, r'oi sau khi
méc ca hét sirc gat gao, 6ng dong y trd sdu mwoi lam franc. Ong dang dwa
dia chi cho nguei chd cira hiéu thi mét thanh nién phuc strc tao nha, lich
duyét trede d6 da xem xét cac d6 vat khac — trong thd’y chi€c ban va ngay
1ap tee hoi gid.
“Pa ¢6 khach mua r6i.” Ngwoi chii ctra hiéu ndi.
“A! T6i d6 1a 6ng nay!”

Ong Gerbois cui chao r'oi roi khéi cira hiéu, kha hanh dién dwore sé hiru



mot mon d6 ma ngay dén mot thanh nién quyén quy cting chu y, quan tam.
Nhung chwa ddy muoi budc chan, chang thanh nién da vwot 1én phia truedc
ong. Mil cam trong tay, anh ta néi v&i 6ng bang giong cuc ky lich thiép:
“Thwa Ong, xin 10i 6ng, tOi mudn hodi dng mot cAu ma 6ng ¢d 1€ sé cho 1a
khong phai phép. Cau héi Ia liéu 6ng c6 muc dich dac biét gi khi mua chi€c
ban vi€t d6 khong?”

“Khdng, toi tinh ¢ bit gip va tw dung thdy thich thoi.”

“Tuy nhién 6ng khong qua thich né ch?”

“O! Téi sé gitr nd, vdy thoi.”

“Vi n6 1a mdt mén d6 c0, co 1€ thé” chang?”

“Khéng, vi n6 tién 1oi.” Ong Gerbois tuyén by

“Trong treong hop d6, 6ng bang long ddi né 14y chiéc ban khéc ciing

hoan toan tién lgi nhw theé” ma tinh trang con t6t hon?”

“O! Chi&c ban nay du to't r'di, va toi tha’y cha c6 1y do gi d€ ddi 18y
chi€c khac.”

“Nhung...”

Ong Gerbois tinh khi d& cdu kinh, nén dng dap gt gong: “Thua 6ng,
xin 16i dng, 6ng dirng nai ni.”

Chang thanh nién van khing khing: “Thuwa 0ng, t6i khong biét ong da
tra bao nhi€u tién, nhwng tdi xin trd 6ng gap doi.”

“Khong.”

“Gap ba.”



“O! bu r6i.” Ong thay gido kéu 1én mot cach st rudt. “Toi khong
mudn ban nd.”
Chang thanh ni€n nhin 6ng cham cham theo cdi cach khi€n 6ng chang

dé dang quén di dwoc, roi voi va quay budec.

Mot ti€ng dong h'd sau, chi€c ban dwo'c dwa dé€n nha 6ng thay gido trén
duong Viroflay. Ong goi bao con géi: “Cha c6 cdi nay cho con, mién 13 con
tha’y thich.”

Suzanne la ¢6 gdi xinh dep, ban tinh vui vé, n'ong nhiét. Co6 6m co cha,
sung swong hdn 6ng. Do vai cd, chi€c ban trong ding 1a m6t mén qua hét
strc veeong gia. Budi t67 hom do, voi sw gitp do cta ngwoi day t&
Hortense, c6 k& chi€c ban vao phong minh, ré6i c6 phui bui, lau sach s€ cac
ngan kéo, cac hdc, can than x&p gid'y to, bit, myce, thw twe, bru thi€p, va vai
moén d6 lwu niém cua 6ng anh ho Philippe ma ¢ bi mat ca't gitr vao cac

ngan kéo.

Bay rwdi sang hom sau, dng Gerbois dén treong. Lic muoi gio, theo
thong 1€, Suzanne ghé d&n chd cha, va dng sung swong dwgce trong tha'y cdi
dang manh mai, nu cwoi tho tré clia ¢d con gdi doi minh & cOng treong.

Hai cha con cung tr¢ V€ nha.
“Chi€c ban vié€t cta con... tinh hinh né sing hom nay th& nao?”

“Tuyét voi! Hortense va con lau nhirng cdi nim bang d6ng cho toi lic

chiing trong nhw 1Am bang vang 4Yy.”
“Vay la con hai 1ong v&i n6?”

“Hai long v&i n6 w? Oi, con khdng biét 1am sao con c6 the s6ng khong

cO nd sudt bao nhiéu lau nay.”



Khi hai cha con dang di trén 161 din vao nha, 6ng Gerbois néi: “Chiing
ta s& ngdm né mot chiit rdi m&i #n sdng nhé?”
“O! Vang, y tedng tuyét voi day a!”

Suzanne 1€n cau thang, di phia tredc cha, nhung dé€n ctra phong minh,

coO kéu 1én day choang vang, kinh ngac.
“C6 chuyén gi th&?” Ong Gerbois 1&p bip hai.

“Chi€c ban vi€t bi€n mat roi!”

Khi canh sat dwoe goi tdi, ho sing s6t triedre cdi cach don gian dang than
phuc ma tén trom 4p dung. Trong lic Suzanne di ving, nguoi ddy t& ra
cho, va vi th€’ ngdi nha chéng cO a1 trong, mot ga danh xe, deo huy hiéu hin
hoi — mady ngwoi hang x6m lang giéng da trong thd’y — dirng xe phia truedc
ngdi nha, rung chuéng hai I'an. Twdng Hortense & nha, nhirng ngwoi hang
xOm chzalng hé ngo’ vue, do d6 ga kia ti€p tuc hanh dong mot cach ém tham,

lang 1€.

Ngoai chiéc ban, ngdi nha khong ma't mét gi nira. Tham chi chiéc xéc
Suzanne dit trén chi€c ban d6 cling dworc ddt sang chi€’c ban bén canh, cic
thr dwng bén trong hoan toan ch:flng bi dong d€n. RO rang tén trom da cd y
d'd tir tredre, diéu nay 1am cho vu viéc bi ah thém, vi tai sao hin s&n sang

liéu linh dén th& chi d€ d6i 12y mot vat ra't chi binh thwong?



Manh m&i duy nha't 6ng thay gido c6 th€ cung cap la sy kién la lung
ctia budi t61 hom trueére. Ong khai: “Ga thanh nién vo ciing buc bdi vi bj toi
tw chdi. T6i ¢6 cam twdng ldc ga bo di, ga da de doa t6i.”

Nhung manh m&i d6 1a mot manh mdi mo h'6. Ngwoi chi cira hiéu
khong th& 1am sang td gi vu viéc. Ong ta ciing khong biét gi thanh nién kia.
Con vé chié€c ban, 6ng ta mua né v&i gia bdn mwoi franc tv mdt nguwoi thi
hanh di chic & Chevreuse, va tin twdng ring minh di ban lai né v&i gid phi

hop. Canh sat khong di€u tra ra k&€t qua gi hét.

Nhwng 6ng Gerbois ctr 6m ap cdi y nghi la 6ng phai chiu mot ton tha't
hét strc 1n lao. At hén da c6 mot gia tai dwoc cAt gidu trong mot ngin kéo
bi mat, va vi th¢’ ma ga thanh ni€n da ra tay doat 13’y nd.

“Cha tdi nghiép ctia con, ching ta sé lam gi v&i cdi gia tai d6 chi?”
Suzanne hoi.

“Con 01! V&i mot gia tai nhw thé’, hon sy cia con ¢6 th€ vo cung thuén

4 ’9

loi day.

Suzanne thé dai ddy chua chat. Co cé wde ao ai hon 6ng anh ho
Philippe d4u, ké thirc ra ra't doi t0i t&. Va cudc song trong ngdi nha nhod &

Versailles nay chang con sung swdng, man nguyén nhw xwa.

Hai thang tr6i qua. Xud't hién nhirng sy viéc lién ti€p dang chi y, van

may 14n v&i ba't hanh khing khiép!

Ngay d4u tién cta thang Hai, lic nam rwdi, 6ng Gerbois bwde vao nha,
CAm trén tay to' bdo budi chiéu, ng6i xudng, girong muc kinh va bit dau
doc. Vi chang quan tim dén chinh tri, 6ng gi¢ cac trang bén trong. Ngay

1ap tirc, 6ng chd y t&i mot muc c¢6 dau dé:



Dot quay s& thir ba cua gidi X8 s Hiép hoi Bdo chi

Vé sd 514, series 23, tring mot tri€u franc

To bdo tudt khoi tay 6ng Gerbois. Cac birc twong xoay mong mong

tred’c mat 6ng, va tim 6ng khong dap noi nira.

Ong dang giir tor vé s& 514, series 23. Ong dd mua t& vé s& tir mot
ngudi ban nhim muc dich gitp d& ngwdi ban d6, chir khong hé c6 ¥ nghi
s& tring giai, va ngac nhién chua, n lai 14 con s& may mén!

Ong Gerbois hap ta rit cudn s& ghi chép ra. Phai, dng nhé hoan toan
chinh xac. Con s6" 514, series 23, dwoe ghi & mét trong bia. Nhwng con tAm
vé X0 s0'!

Ong Gerbois lao t&i ban 1am viéc ciia minh, tim chiéc hop dung phong
bi da cat tAm vé x0 s6', tuy nhién chi€c hdp khong thad’y & d6, va dng ba't
chot nhan ra éng khong tha’y né & d6 da vai tuan nay. Ong nghe thay tiéng
budc chan trén 161 di rai so6i dan tir phd’ vao.

Ong goi: “Suzanne! Suzanne!”

Co vira di dao vé. C6 voi va bude vao nha. Ong Gerbois nghen giong
14p bép: “Suzanne... chiéc hop... chiéc hop dung phong bi?”

“Chi€c hdp nao a?”

“Chi&c hop cha mua & Bao tang Louvre... mot hdm thr Bay... n6 dwoc
bay & phia cu6i ban.”

“Cha, cha khong nh¢ a, ching ta da ca't tdt ca nhirng thir d6 vao mét

chd v&i nhau.”



“Bao gio?”

“Buoi toi hom aYy... cha bi€t ma... ding cai buoi tdi hdm aYy...”
“Nhung c&t chd nao?... Néi di, mau mau con!... Chd nao?”
“Chd nao v? O kia, trong ngin kéo cdi ban viét &y cha.”

“Cai ban vi€t da bi trom?”

“Vang.”

1

“Oi, troi dat!... Trong cdi ban vi€t da bi trom

Ong Gerbois ha giong ndi cau cudi cung, voi vé nhw chodng vang, ngo’

ngan. R'6i 6ng tom 18y ban tay ctia ¢O con gai, ha giong hon nira, néi: “Mot
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trieu trong do6 da’y, con o1
“Qi! Sao cha chgng néi v&i con?” Suzanne ngdy tho’ 1am bam.
“Mot trieu!” Ong Gerbois lip lai. “N6 dung tAm vé x& sd tring giai
nha't cia Hi€p hdi Bdo chi.”
Mirc d6 khing khiép cia tai hoa ap ddo ho hoan toan, va hai cha con im

lang h'6i 1au, khong dam ca't 1oi phd vor sw im lang &y. Cudi cling, Suzanne

noéi: “Nhung, cha a, nguoi ta s€ van tra tién cho cha thoi.”
“Béang cach nao? Dya trén ching ct nao?”
“Cha nhat thiét phai c6 chirng ¢ a?”
“DPurong nhién.”
“Va cha khong c6 chirng ctr gi?”
“N6 nam trong chié¢c hop.”

“Trong chi€c hdp da bi€n mat.”



“Phai, va bay gio thi tén trém s€ linh tién.”

“Qi! Cha o1, th& thi kinh khang qua. Cha phai ngin chin viéc nay.”

Ong Gerbois khong néi gi mot 14t, rdi trong con bot phat sirc lwc, ong
nhdy chom ch'om trén san, kéu 1én: “Khong, khong, hin s& khong cé dworc
mot triéu d6, hén s& khong c6 dwee! Sao hén c¢6 dwge chir? A! Khon ngoan

nhw han cling chang th€’1am gi. N&u han di linh tién, ngwoi ta s€ gd ¢ han

"?

lai. A! Bay gio thi chiing ta ctr cho xem, anh ban quy héa
“Cha, cha s€ lam gi?”

“Béo v€ quyén lgi chinh dang ctia ching ta, cho du la c6 chuyén gi xdy
ra! Ching ta s& thing loii. Mot triéu franc d6 thudce vé cha, va cha dy dinh

linh n6.”

M4y phiit sau, dng Gerbois da danh di birc dién nhw sau:

Guwri ngai Giam dd'c Ngan hang Tin dung Nha dat
Purong Capucines, Paris

Tbi 1a cht nhén t& vé s& 514, series 23. Bang moi bién phdp phap

1y, t6i phan d&i ba't cir nguoi nao khac doi linh giai.

GERBOIS

Gan nhw cling cung lic &y, birc dién sau day dwoe chuyén dén Ngéan

hang Tin dung Nha da't:

To vé s6 514, series 23, dang nim trong tay toi.

ARSENE LUPIN



MBOi T4n t6i bang 1ong thudt lai mot trong s& nhitng cAu chuyén phiéu lwu
mao hi€m phi thwong danh da'u cudc doi cia Arséne Lupin, trong toi déu
xud't hién cam gidc ngwong ngung, xa'u ho, vi doi vdi t6i, ¢6 vé 1a cac doc
gia da biét ra't ro nhirng cau chuyén phiéu lvu mao hiém cii rich &Yy roi.
Thyece t&, khong mot vu viéc nao do tén trom cua nhdn dan (cai cach goi hét
strc phtt hop) ti€n hanh ma lai chwa dwoe pho bi€n rong rai t&i quang dai
quan ching, khong mot ky tich chéi loi nao ma lai chwa dwgc nghién ctru
trén day du moi phwong dié€n, khong mdt hanh vi, hoat ddng nao ma lai
chwrra dwore ban luin ciin ké theo ki€u von van chi danh cho nhitng hanh vi,

hoat ddng qua cam, anh huing.

Chflng han, ai ma khong bi€t cau chuyén ky la vé Tiéu thuw Toc vang,
voi cac chwong chira dyng nhirng tinh ti€t khac thwong, dwgc cac bao chay
tit den dam, nhw Tdin vé x0 s6° 514, series 23!...Toi dc trén dai 1o Henri-
Martin!... Vién kim cwong xanh!...Nguwoi ta quan tdm chd y vi ¢é sy tham
gia diéu tra cfia vién tham tr lirng danh Anh qud’c, Herlock Sholmes!
Nguwoi ta thdy h'di hop ly ky vi nhitng cudc chién dau chaamg [an nao giong
T4n nao gitra nhirng nghé si ti€ng tdm lirng 14y &y! Va sy chd'n dong trén
dwong phd méi 16n 1am sao, cdi ngdy ma nhitng thing bé ban béo rao to:
“Arséne Lupin da bi bét!”

Ly do d€ t6i nhic lai nhitng cAu chuyén nay vao thoi diém nay 1a vi
chinh t6i s€ cung cap chi€c chia khéa md& canh cira bi an. Nhitng chuyén

phiéu lru mao hi€m kia du it du nhiéu tw tredrec toi nay déu bi mot man



srong mo bao phu, va toi bay gio’ s€ xda tan di man swong mo nay. Toi sao
chép nhirng bai bdo ci, tdi xem xét cac birc thw xwa, toi lién k&t cdc cudc
phdng van ting dién ra, nhung tdi da sip x&p, phan loai ta't ca nhitng thit
dé6 va quy ching vé sy thit hoan toan. Hop tac v&i t6i thwe hién viée nay
chinh 1a Arséne Lupin, ngoai ra ¢6 cd Wilson — nguoi ban cue ky tdm phic
cua Herlock Sholmes ntra.

Hét thdy moi nguwoi s€ nhd lai trang cwoi dir doi chao don hai birc dién
dwoec cong bo'. Cai tén Arsene Lupin ban than né da kich thich théi hi€u ky,
hira hen la tro tiéu khi€n cho ddm khan gia binh din. Va, trong treong hop
nay, dam khan gia binh dan chinh 1a toan bd thé gidi.

Ngén hang Tin dung Nha dat ngay 14p tirc mé mot cudc diéu tra va da
xac minh dwgrc nhirng thong tin sau: Tam vé x0 s& 514 da dwgrc van phong
chi nhanh Versailles ctia Cong ty X0 s& ban cho mdt si quan phdo binh tén
la Bessy, ngwoi sau d6 tir vong do nga ngua. Trwedc khi qua doi it 1au, 6ng
ta c6 ndi v&i cdc dong ddi ctia minh la da ban lai tAm vé x0 s& cho mot
ngwoi ban.

“Va ngudi ban &y 12 t61.” Ong Gerbois khglng dinh.

“Hay chirng minh diéu d6.” Giam d6'c Ngan hang Tin dung Nha da't dé
nghi.

“Puong nhién téi chirng minh dwgrc. Hai muroi nguoi ¢6 the xac nhan
v&i ngai toi 1a ban than cia 6ng Bessy, va ching t6i thwong xuyén hen gip
nhau tai quan ca phé Thao Trwong. Tai diy, mot hom, t6i da trd hai mwoi
franc mua lai tA'm vé x0 s& cua Ong Ay, chzamg qua la mudn gidp do ong &y
thoi.”

“C6 ai chirng kién viéc mua ban nay khong?”’



“Khong.”
“Cha, th& 6ng nghi s& chitng minh viéc d6 bang cich nao?”
“Bang mdt birc thw ong &y viét cho tdi.”

“Burc the nao?”

A’ 99

“Birc thw dugrc ghim vao voi tim vé x0 sd'.
“Hay dwa day xem nao.”

“N6 di bj danh cép cting lic v&i tAm vé x8 so r'o6i.”
“Cha, 6ng dirt khoat phai tim thd’y nd.”

Nguwoi ta nhanh chéng biét rang Arséne Lupin dang nim trong tay bikc
thw. Trén tor Tiéhg vang nwoc Phdp, to bdo ¢6 han hanh 1am co’ quan ngdn
luan cho anh ta va nghe néi anh ta 1a c6 ddng quan trong cuia nd, c6 mot
mall tin ngén tuyén b& Arséne Lupin di trao cho 6ng Detinan — luat sw, va
la ¢6” van phdp 1y clia anh ta — biec thw dich than 6ng Bessy viét giri anh ta

khi con sdng.

Tuyén bd nay gy ra cd mét trang cuoi. Arsene Lupin thué luit suw!
Arseéne Lupin, tuan theo cac luat 1€, T€ 167 ctia xa hoi hién dai, da chon mét
thanh vién thudc loai vua bi€t mat chia biét tén trong gidi luat sw Paris lam

dai dién phép 1y cho minh!

Ong Detinan chwra bao gio ¢6 co hdi gip g& Arséne Lupin — mot sw that
khi€n Ong ta ra't 18y 1am ti€c — nhwng ding la 6ng ta da dwoc nguoi dan
Ong bi an d6 thué, va dng ta cam tha’y cwc ky han hanh vi da dwgc lwa chon.
Ong ta xac dinh tinh than 1a s€ doc hét sic bao vé 1o ich cho than chu.

Ong ta s&n 1dong, tham chi ¢6 vé t dfc, dwa ra birc thw ca 6ng Bessy,



nhwng — mic dit xdc nhan viéce bén lai tAm vé X3 s& — trong thw khong nhéc
dén tén ngwoi mua. Ngwoi nay chi don gian dwore goi 1a Ban quy mén ciia
101.

“Ban quy mén cla tdi! D6 1a téi chir khong phai 1a ai khac.” Arsene
Lupin ghi thém trong birc thu giti kém bikc thw cia dng Bessy. “Va bing
chirng rd rang nhat chinh la viéc t6i 1a ngwoi git bire thw kia.”

Pam phoéng vién ngay 14p tirc d0 x0 t&i gdp 6ng Gerbois, 6ng nay chi ¢
the’1dp lai: “Ban quy mén cua t6i! D6 1a tdi chir khong phai 1a ai khac...

Arséne Lupin da danh cap birc thw cing v&i tdim vé x0 s67.”
“Hay d€ 6ng ta chirng minh!” Arséne Lupin vic ddm phéng vién.

“Hén 4t da 1am viéc d6, vi hin dd danh cdp chiéc ban viet!” Ong
Gerbois th6t 1én cling v&i ddm phong vién nay.

“Hay d€ dng ta chirng minh!” Arséne Lupin dép.

D6 1a mau hai kich 1y thi do hai ké dang doi quyén s¢ hiru tor vé s 514
dién, va cung cdch diém tinh clia Arséne Lupin trdi nguoc hoan toan trang
thdi lo 1ang cing thealng ctia 6ng Gerbois tdi nghiép. Bdo chi tran ngap
nhirng 13 than vin cia ngwdi dan éng khong may nay. Ong ta trinh bay vé

ndi bAt hanh minh gp phai v&i sy thong thiét rat that.

“Xin quy vi hay hi€u, d6 1a khoan h'6i mén danh cho Suzanne, ma ké
ba't lvong kia da d4nh cip! Ban than toi, tdi chglng mang... nhung con
Suzanne! Xin hay nghi di, hin mot triéu franc! Mot tram ngan franc nhan

mudi! Oi! Toi di biét chic chidn bén trong chiétc ban c6 cd mot kho bau!”

Cheamg 4n thua gi khi thuy&t phuc 6ng Gerbois rang ké thi cia 6ng, vao

thdi di€ém danh cip chiéc ban, hoan toan khong biét bén trong d6 c6 tAm vé



X0 s&, va rang, dAu thé ndo ching nita, hin ciing khong tai nio biét trude
dwoc 1a n6 s€ tring giai nha't. Ong mot muc dap: “V& van! BPuong nhién
hin di biét trwde r'oi... néu khong tai sao hin phai td'n cong tdn strc danh
cip mdt chigc ban £6i tan, tAm thuwdng?”

“Vimot 1y do dang con 1a bi an, nhwng dirt khoat khong phai vi mot

mau gidy lic &y mdi dang gia hai muoi franc.”

“M0ot tri€u franc! Han biét thé'... han biét ta't cd moi viéc! Oi! Cac vi
chwa biét han, tén con d6 nay!... Han chwa cwdp cda cac vi mot triéu

"’

franc

Cudc tranh cai 1€ ra con 1au moi dung, nhwng dé€n ngay thir mwoi hai,
ong Gerbois nhian dwoce birc thu tor Arséne Lupin, dong da'u mdt. Bire thw

nhw sau:

Thwa 6ng, cong ching dang dwgc dip cwoi ching ta. Liéu 6ng c6
nghi ring di t&i ldc chiing ta nén nghiém tic? Tinh hinh 1a: Téi
dang ndm trong tay tAm vé x& sO toi khong c6 quyén loi hop phdp,
con 6ng ¢ quyén loii hop phdp vdi tAm vé x0 sd dng dang khong
nim trong tay. Chiing ta chzalng ai 1am dwoc gi. Ong s& khong
nhwong quyén lgi ctia dng cho t6i. Toi s€ khong trao tAm vé x0 s6

cho 6ng. Phai lam sao bay gio?

T6i tha'y duy nha't mot cach gidi quyét van dé: Ching ta hay chia
nhau lgi 16c. Nira triéu cho 6ng, nira tri€u cho t6i. Chia nhw thé&’
chealng phai 12 cong bing sao? Theo tdi, d6 1a gidi phdp vira hop 1y
hop tinh, vira chéng vanh. Tdi cho 6ng ba ngay d€ can nhic dé nghj
nay. Vao sang thir Nam, t6i cho’ doi dworc doc muc quang cdo rao
vit trén to Tiehg vang mied'c Phdp mot 1¢i nhin kin ddo gt ong

Ars. Lup, bang 151 18 ip mé the hién viéc dng da biang 1ong. Ong s&



ngay lap tirc dwore nhén lai tim vé x0 s, va dng s€ ¢6 the di linh
tién, roi giri nira triu cho toi theo cach tdi s& hwdng dan dng sau.
Néu 6ng khong dong y, toi sé st dung t&i cac bién phap khac d€
van dat dwoc két qua nhw vdy. Tuy nhién, bén canh nhitng ray ra
cuc ky nghiém trong 6ng phai chiu do théi bwedng binh, 6ng s€ con
ton thém hai mroi ldm ngan franc cho céc chi phi phét sinh.

Thwa 6ng, dng hay tin t6i, t6i van ludn ludn 1a ké bay toi tin tuy cia

ong,

ARSENE LUPIN

Trong con dién tiét, 6ng Gerbois ¢4 méic sai IAm nghiém trong 12 dem
cong khai birc thir va d€ cho nguwoi ta sao chép né. Sw phan nd & ong da
thing s suy xét chin chén.

“Khong gi hé&t! Hin s& khdng c6 duwoc gi hét!” Ong Gerbois kéu 1én
trrde cd ddm phéng vién. “Chia chéc tai san cta toi v&i hdn w? Khong bao
gio’! Hay cir d&€ hin xé tan to vé s& néu mudn!”

“Nhung ndm tram ngan franc con hon khong d6ng nao.”

“Véan dé chang phai & d6. Van d@é 1a quyén loii chinh dang cda toi, va
t0i s€ chirng minh quyén lgi 8y triedre toa.”

“Cai gi? Tan cong Arséne Lupin? Viéc nay budn croi chét mat.”

“Khong, 1a Ngan hang Tin dung Nha da't. Ho dirt khoat phai tra cho t6i
mot triéu franc.”

“Khong cén dwa ra to vé s&', hay it nhat, khdng cin chirng minh viéc

ong mua n6?”



“Bang ching d6 dang ton tai, vi Arséne Lupin thira nhdn hin d3 danh

cdp chi€c ban viet.”

“Nhwng liéu 1oi n6i cia Arséne Lupin c6 trong legng gi d6i voi toa
khong?”

“Khong sao, toi sé€ tranh da'u dén cung.”

Pam khan gia binh dan thich thd ho hét, va nhirng tay ca cwgc do x6 dat
ctra cho Lupin. Vao ngay thir Nam, cong ching hdo hirc do doc ki lwong
muc quang céo rao vat trén to Tiéng vang nwoc Phdp, nhung khong ¢6 mau
tin ndo gt 6ng Ars. Lup. Ong Gerbois da chfmg them h'6i dap Arsene

Lupin. D6 1a 1o tuyén chién.

Buoi chiéu, bdo chi dwa tin c6 Suzanne Gerbois bi bat coc.

biem dic treng thd vi nha't trong cdi ¢6 the dwgrc goi la nhirng v kich
Arséne Lupin, d6 la vi thé"khoi hai cta lwc lwong canh sat Paris. Arséne
Lupin tuyén bd’, vi€t thw, 1ap k&€ hoach, chi huy, de doa, va ti€n hanh hanh
dong, y nhw the lyc Iwong canh sat khong ton tai. Ho chglng bao gior xua't

hién trong nhirng tinh todn cua anh ta.

Canh sat von van cd ging hét sitc. Nhung ho c6 th€' 1am gi d& chong lai

mot ké thi nhw thé”— mdt ké thu coi khinh va phot 1o ho?

Suzanne roi khoi nha lic muoi gior kém hai mwoi phiit, d6 1a 1o khai



cta ngwoi day t¢. Khi roi khéi treong lic muwoi gio ndm phiit, cha ¢
khong tim thd’y c6 & chd c¢6 hay dgi ong. Do d6, ba't k€ chuyén gi da xdy ra
thi cling x4y ra trong lic ¢6 di bd tir nha d&n tredng cao dang. Hai ngudi
hang x6m gap ¢6 khi c6 cach nha khoang ba tram mét. Trén phd’, c6 mot ba
trong thad’y mét thi€u nie phtt hop véi miéu ta vé Suzanne. Ngoai ra, chging

con ai khéc trong thdy co.

Viéc diéu tra dworc thye hién theo ti't ca cac hwong, nguoi ta tham van
nhirng nhan vién tau hda va tau di€n, nhwng khong ai trong thdy diéu gi
li€n quan dén cd gai ma't tich. Tuy nhién, tai Ville-d’ Avray, vao ngay xay ra
vu bit cdc, ngudi ta phét hién dwore mot chil cira hiéu da ban xing cho mot
chiétc xe hoi tr Paris t&i. Trén xe ¢ mdt phu ni téc vang 6ng 4, da tring
non na. Mot tieng dong h'6 sau, chi€c xe lai chay qua Ville-d’ Avray theo
hwéng tir Versailles di Paris. Nguwdi chii ctra hiéu khai rang trén xe Itic ba'y
gior c6 mot nguwdi phu nit nira che mang day. DA’y chic chin 13 Suzanne

Gerbois.

Vu bét céc hin da dién ra gitra ban ngay ban mat, trén mdt con phd tap
nap, & ngay trung tam thi tran. Nhw thé nao? Va tai dia di€m nao? Khong ai
nghe thdy mot ti€ng kéu, khong ai trong thad'y mét hanh vi dang ngo' nao.
Nhw ngwoi chid cira hiéu miéu ta thi chiéc xe hoi kia 1a mot chi€c limousine
mau xanh lam lang bong hai mwoi tw ma lyc cua hang Peugeot. Canh sat
1i€n ti€n hanh tham van tai Grand-Garage do Bob-Walthour quén 1y, von
chuyén cung cip dich vu bit céc bing xe hoii. A khai vao ngay hom do da
cho mdt phu ntr téc vang thué mot chi€c limousine ciia hang Peugeot, a

chwa bao gior gap ¢6 ta trede d6 va sau d6 cling chwa gép lai Tan nao.

“Ai lam tai x&€7”



“MOot ga trai tré tén 1a Ernest toi chi vira thué hom tredrc. Nhieng nguoi

gi¢i thiéu anh ta khen anh ta 1dm.”

“Bay gior anh ta ¢6 & day khong?”

“Khong. Anh ta da mang xe vé, nhung tor hdm d6 t6i chwa trong thay
mat miii anh ta dau.” Bob-Walthour néi.

“C0 c¢0 bi€t phai tim anh ta & dau khong?”

“Cac 0ng c6 th€ gap nhirng ngwoi da gidi thiéu anh ta cho t6i. Tén cua
nhirng nguoi &y day.”

Viéc diéu tra cho thdy khong ai trong s¢ nhirng ngwoi nay bi€t nguoi
nao tén la Ernest. Cac birc thw gidi thiéu da bi gia mao.

D6 12 s& phan cta ting manh m&i ma canh st theo dudi. Ching ching
din d&n dau ca. Bi an van 1a bi an.

Ong Gerbois khong di manh mé va can dam d€ tham gia mot tran chién
khong can strc nhw thé”. Viéc ¢6 con gai bi mat tich khi€n 6ng suy sup, ong
danh dau hang k& thii. Mot mau tin ngén trén to Tiéng vang niwéc Phdp
tuyén bd Ong da dau hang vo6 dieu kién.

Hai ngay sau, 6ng Gerbois dé€n van phong Ngan hang Tin dung Nha
dat, trao tor vé s6 514, series 23 cho Giam d6c ngin hang, 6ng nay thot 1én
day ngac nhién: “A! Ong c6 tAm vé x& s& r6i! Hin da tra lai cho ong r'oi
ha?”

“Liic trede n6 bj tha't lac. Vay théi.” Ong Gerbois dép.
“Nhung 6ng lai phia ra 12 né bj ddnh cép.”

“Pau tién, tdi da nghi thé"... nhwng bay gio’ thi n6 day.”



“Chung t6i s€ doi hdi chirng cr d€ xac nhan quyén s& hiru ctia dng d67i
voi tim vé X0 867

“Birc thw cia dng Bessy, ngwoi mua tim vé x0 s&, da da chwa?”

“Vang, thé'la du.”

“N6 day.” Ong Gerbois dwa birc thw ra.

“Ra't tot. Hay d€ nhirng gid'y tor nay lai cho ching tdi. Theo quy dinh,
chiing t6i ¢6 mwoi lam ngay d€ ki€m tra tuyén bd ctia dng. To6i s€ thdng bdo
cho 6ng biét lic nao c6 thé’ dén linh tién. T6i d6 la 6ng, cling giong nhw
t61, mong mudn vu viéc nay khép lai mot cach kin ddo.”

“Dung vay.”

Tw hom &y tre di, 6ng Gerbois va vi Giam d6c ngan hang gitr im lidng
day de dat, than trong. Nhung, bﬁng c4c cach nao dé, bi mat van ctt bi tiét
16, vi ngudi ta nhanh chéng biét ring Arséne Lupin da tra lai tAm vé x& s&
cho 6ng Gerbois. Cong ching dén nhin tin tirc nay voi sy sieng sdt, than
phuc. Anh ta dit khoat 1a mdt con bac 1iéu linh dam quéang 1én ban 14 bai
chll — tAim vé x8 s& — quan trong d&n th&". Nhung thyc sw, anh ta vin nim
trong tay mot 14 bai chi quan trong chaamg kém. C6 di€u, né€u cd gai tré trén

thodt thi sao? N&u con tin ma Arséne Lupin dang bt gitr dwoe gidi ctru?

Canh sat nghi 1a ho da kham pha ra di€m yéu ¢ ké dich, va lic bay gio
tang nd lyc 1én ga’p doi. Arsene Lupin da bi twdc vii khi vi chinh hanh dong
ctia minh, da bi nghién dwdi chinh banh xe mwu @6 ctia minh, da bi ma't
khong con mdt xu 1€ trong s& mdt triéu franc biét bao nhi€u ngwoi them
mudn... Sy quan tAm chd y ctia cong ching lic b’y gio’ tdp trung vEé phia

ddi tha cha anh ta.



Nhung can tim dwo'ec Suzanne. Ma canh sat thi khong tim dwoe ¢6, con
c6 thi khong trén thoat dwge. Do d6, phai thira nhan rang, Arséne Lupin dé
an di€m trwde. Tuy nhién, van bai chwa tdi lic quyét dinh. Khé khan 1on
nhit vin con. Anh ta dang nim trong tay cd Gerbois, anh ta s& chwa tha co
ching nao chwa nhan di ndm tram ngan franc. C6 diéu, mot cudc trao doi
nhuw the s& dwore thue hién bang cich nao va & dau? P& dat muc dich &y, s&
phai bd' tri viéc gdp g0, va liéu diéu gi sé ngan can 6ng Gerbois béo trudc
v&i canh sat, vira ctru dwge con gdi vira gitr dwore tién? Nguwoi ta phong
van Ong thay gido, nhwng 6ng gitr thai do cyc ky kin ddo. Cau trd 1o cla
ong la: “T6i khong ¢6 gi d€'ndi ca.”

“Co Gerbois thi sao?”

“Viéc tim ki€m van dang dwgc thye hién.”

“Nhung Arsene Lupin da vi€t the cho 6ng?”

“Khong.”

“Ong cam doan la khong?”

“Khong.”

“Vay viéc Arsene Lupin viét thw cho 6ng la sy thwe. Anh ta ra chi thi

nhu thé nao?”

“T6i khdng c6 gi d€'ndi cd.”

bén day, nhirng nguoi dat cau hoi lai quay sang td'n cong 6ng Detinan,
va nhén thay 6ng ta cling thdn trong chang kém.

“Ong Lupin 12 than cha cda toi, toi khong th€ ban ludn vé cdc chuyén

lam dn cua 6ng &y.” Ong ta dap v&i vé nghiém trang gia tao.



Sy bi an lam c6ng chiing phat cdu. R6 rang 1a cac cudc thwong lwong
kin ddo dang dwoe tién hanh. Arséne Lupin dd b’ tri, thét chit tAm ludi
minh gidng ra, trong khi canh sdt van theo doi sat sao dng Gerbois ca ngay

1an dém.

Khip noi, nguwdi ta ban tdn x6n xao ba kha niing: bj bét gitr, chién
thing, hay tha't bai mdt c4ch ddng thwong va 16" bich, ngoai ba kha niing
nay thi khong con kha ndng nao khac. Nhwng sy hi€u ky ctia cong ching
ma&i duegre thda man mdt phan, nhirng trang sau diy dwore danh riéng de tiét

10 sy that tuyét doi veé vu viéc.

Vao thir Hai, ngay Muoi hai thang Ba, 6ng Gerbois nhén gid’y bdo tir Ngan
hang Tin dung Nha dat. Thit Tw, 6ng bat chuyé&n thu hda mdt gior di Paris.
Hai gior, ngeoi ta phdt cho 6ng mot ngan to gid'y bac ngin hang, mdi to trj
gid mot ngan franc. Trong khi dng Gerbois, trong tam trang lo au cang
théng, dang d&m tirng t& s& tién chinh 12 s& tién chudc Suzanne, mot cd xe
ngwa chd hai ngwoi dan dng ding & € dwong gan ngan hang. Mot trong
hai ngurdi dan 6ng c6 mdi téc 16m dom bac va vé miit cue ky sic sdo, hoan
toan twong phan v&i bd d6 hoa trang trong t6i tan. PO 1a tham t& Ganimard
— ké thu khdng doi troi chung cia Arséne Lupin. Ganimard bao thudc cap
Folenfant: “Nam phut ntra chiing ta s€ don anh ban Lupin ldu linh. Tt ca

da san sang chwa?”



“Roia.”
“Chung ta c6 bao nhiéu nguoi?”
“Tam ngwoi, hai ngwoi di xe dap.”

“Pu, nhwng chwa qua nhiéu. Ba't luan vi 1y do gi, khong dwoc de€
Gerbois thoat mat. Ong ta ma thodt mat, moi viéc coi nhw xong. Ong ta s&
gap Lupin tai dia di€m da dinh, dGi nira triéu 18’y dira con gai, va cudc choi
két thuc.”

“Tai sao 6ng ta khong hop tac v&i chiing ta nhi? Céach &y hay hon chu,
ong ta c6 th€ gitr toan b sd tién cho minh.”

“Phai, nhwng 6ng ta s¢” néu danh lwa ké kia thi s€ khong dwoc gap lai
con gdi nira.”

“Ké kia nao?”

“Lupin.”

Ganimard phat 4m cdi tén bang giong trang nghiém, c6 phan hoi e de,
nhw th€ 6ng ta dang ndi t&i mot sinh vit siéu nhién ma 6ng ta da cdm nhéin
dwoc cdc méng vudt cia nd.

“Hét sitc la lung khi ching ta bét budc phai bdo vé nguwdi dan dng nay,
hoan toan trdi v&i nguyén vong ctia ban than 6ng ta.” Folenfant than trong

nhin xét.

“Phai, nhung Lupin ludn khién ca thé& gidi dao 16n.” Ganimard bu'on ba

P

noi.

Mot 14t sau, 6ng Gerbois xua't hién, bt dau di vé phia dau pho. Het

dwong Capucines, 6ng ré vao dai 10, cham cham tha budc, lién tuc dirng



chan, cham cham nhin cac 6 kinh cta ctra hang ctra hiéu.

“Qua diém tinh, qua binh than.” Ganimard néi. “Mo6t nguoi véoi mot
triéu trong tdi doi nao ma cé cdi vé binh than &y dwgce.”

“Ong ta dang lam gi thé?”

“O! Ong ta hién nhién dang ching lam gi... Nhung tdi nghi ngd d6 1a
Lupin... phai, Lupin!”

bing lic &y, 6ng Gerbois dirng lai tai mot quay ban bdo, mua mot to,
gid ra, va vira bat dau doc vira chAm chdm budc di. Lat sau, 6ng bat thinh
linh nhdy vao mot chi€c xe hoi dang dd & I€ dwong. Xem ra chi€c xe da

doi 0ng, vi nd vdi va lin banh, ré vao dwong Madeleine r'oi bién mat.

“Me ki€p!” Ganimard kéu 1€n. “D6 1a mot trong nhirng manh khée cti

cua han!”

Ganimard hap tdp duoi theo chiéc xe hoi vao dwong Madeleine. R'6i
ong ta pha ra crdi.O dau dai 16 Malesherbes, chiéc xe hoi da db lai va ong

Gerbois da buwdc xudng.
“Mau, Folenfant, ga tai x€!1 Co 1€ 1a cai ga Ernest 3y day.”

Folenfant d&€n hoi ngwoi 14i xe. Anh ta tén 1a Gaston, 1a nhin vién hang
taxi. Mwoi phiit tredre, 6 mot 6ng thué anh ta, bdo anh ta dd g4n quay ban

bédo dor1 mot 6ng khac.
“Ngwoi dan 6ng kia... dia chi anh ta dwa thé nao?”” Folenfant hoi.

“Khong ¢6 dia chi. Dai 16 Malesherbes... dwong Messine... boa gap

doi binh thwong. Vay thoi.”

Nhuwng, trong lic 4y, dng Gerbois d4 nhdy vao cd xe ngra dau tién chay



ngang qua.
“Pén ga tau dién ngdm Concorde.” Ong bao nguwoi danh xe.

Ong Gerbois ri khoi ga tau dién ngdm & quang tredng Palais-Royal,
chay lai mot cd xe ngya khéc, yéu cau di t&i quang treong Bourse. R'6i 6ng
b4t chuyén tau dién ngam thi hai t&i dai 16 Villiers, tiép theo 14 chuyéh xe

ngura th ba t&i s6 25 dwong Clapeyron.

S& 25 dwong Clapeyron gidp vé&i ngdi nha nam & géc phd’, chd dwong
Clapeyron va dai 16 Batignolles cit nhau. Ong 1én tang hai, bAm chudng.

Mot ngueoi dan 6ng ra mé cira.
“Co6 phai 6ng Detinan s6ng ¢ day khong a?”
“Vang, d6 1a tén t6i. Ong 1a 6ng Gerbois?”
“Vang.”
“T6i dang mong d6ng. Mo vao.”

Khi 6ng Gerbois bidc vao van phong 6ng lut sw, chi€c dong h'6 treo
teong diém ba gir. Ong néi: “T6i khdng chadm mot phiit nao. Anh ta & ddy

chwa?”
“Chuwa.”

Ong Gerbois ng6i xudng, quét mo6 hoi tran, nhin ¢6ng h'6 deo tay nhw

the 6ng khong biét ma’y gio’ roi, lo 1ing hdi: “Anh ta s& d&n chix?”

“Cha, thwa 6ng.” Ong luat sw dap. “T6i khdng biét, nhung toi ciing lo
lang, s6t rudt mudn bit y nhw 6ng. N&u anh ta d&n, anh ta s& phai cuc ky
1iéu linh, vi ngo6i nha nay da bi theo doéi chit ché sudt hai tudn vira qua. Ho

khong tin twdng t6i.”



“Ho ciing nghi ngo toi. T6i khong chéc chin 1a ddm tham t& c6 mat
dau toi trén dwong to6i dé€n day hay khong.”

“Nhung Ong da...”

“P6 chang phai 13i tai t8i.” Ong thay gido voi vang kéu 1én. “Ong
khong the trach cwr t6i. Toi hira tuan theo céc chi thi clia anh ta, va t6i da
tudn theo mot cach chinh xac. Toi rit tién ding thoi di€m anh ta &n dinh,
t0i d&n day ding cdi cach anh ta hwdng din. Toi trung thyc thye hién phan

toi theo nhw thda thuén... hay d€ anh ta thwc hién phan minh!”

Sau mot khodng im ling ngén ngdi, 6ng Gerbois lo 1ing hoi: “Anh ta s&

dem con gai t61 dén, dung khong?”
“T61... To1 cho la vay.”
“Nhung... ong da gap anh taroi?”

“T6i w? Chwa, chwa dau. Anh ta thu x&p cudc hen qua thw, néi ring ca
anh ta va 6ng s€ dén day, dé€ nghi t6i giai tdn nhirng ngwoi hau tredc ba gio
va khong nhan ti€p ai trong luc 6ng dang c6 mat. N€u toi cheamg bang long
nhw viy, tdi s€ dang vai loi thong bao v&i anh ta trén to Tiéhg vang nwoc
Phdp. Nhung t6i sung swéng qua ddi dwoe gitip d& Lupin, nén tdi di bang
long.”

“Qi! Chuyén nay roi sé két thic sao diy?” Ong Gerbois rén ri.

Ong 16i tap tién ti¥ tdi 40 khodc ra, dit 1én trén ban va chia thanh hai
phan déu nhau. R'i hai ngeoi dan 6ng ng'6i d’y trong yén ling. Cho'c
chd’c, 6ng Gerbois lai nghe ngéng. C6 ai bAm chudng khong? Tam trang
bon chdon mdi phiit mot ting hon Ién trong 6ng, va 6ng Detinan ciing the

hién rang 6ng ta dang lo 1dng 14m. Cudi cling, 6ng luat sw mat hét kién



nhin. Ong ta bat ddy, néi: “Anh ta s& cheamg dén dau... Ching ta khong nén
doi lam gi. Anh ta hoa c6 dién r'6 thi m&i dén. Anh ta s€ phai cyc ky 1iéu

mang.”

Va dng Gerbois, hai ban tay dit bén trén nhitng t& tién, chdn nan 14p
bip: “Oi! Troi oi! Toi hy vong anh ta s& d&n. Toi sn sing trao toan bd s
tién nay d¢€ dwore gap lai con gai toi.”

Cénh ctra m@ ra. “Nira s6° d6 du roi, thwa dng Gerbois.”

Nhirng 101 nay phat ra tir miéng mot thanh nién phuc strc tao nha ldic &y
buwdc vao phong, ma 6ng Gerbois ngay 14p tirc nhén ra chinh cai ngwoi &
Versailles d@ mudn mua lai chié€c ban vi€t. Ong lao bo vEé phia anh ta.

“Con gdi Suzanne cua tdi dau?”

Arséne Lupin than trong dong canh ctra lai, va vira chdm rai rat ging
tay ra vira néi v&i 6ng luét sw: “Ong ludt s quy mén cda t6i, toi v6 cling
d6i on 6ng da dong y bao vé loi ich cho t6i. Toi s€ khong bao gior quén.”

Ong Detinan Iam bam: “Nhwng anh khong bA'm chudng. T6i khong
nghe thay ti€ng ctra...”

“Ctra va chudng ctra 1a nhirng thir nén lam viéc mét cach lang 1€. Toi
dang c6 mat tai day, diéu &y mdi quan trong.”

“Con géi t6i! Suzanne! N6 dau?” Ong thdy gido nhéc lai.

“Troi o, thwwa 6ng.” Lupin néi. “Ong voi va ma lam gi? Lat nira, con
gai Ong s€ c6 mdt.”

Lupin bude téi budce lui trong mét phiit, r'oi, véi vé khoa trirong clia

nha hiuing bién, anh ta néi: “Thwa 6ng Gerbois, t6i chic mwng 6ng da khon



khéo toi dwgre day.”

Trong tha’y hai tap ti€n, anh ta thd't 1€n: “A! T6i hieu! Mot tri€u franc
day. Ching ta s€ khong ma't thoi gian nhé. Toi xin phép.”

“Héng khoan.” Ong luat sw ditng chén 18y ban, néi. “Co Gerbois chua
toi.”
‘C\C\) !7’

“Chang phai sy hién dién cua cd a%y la diéu kién bat budc w?”

“T6i hi€u! Toi hi€u! Arseéne Lupin chi tao deng dworc s tin twdng ¢
gidi han. Anh ta cé th€ dut tdi nira triéu ma khong trao tra con tin. Oi! Thua
ong, ngudi ta khong hiu toi. Vi hoan canh xd day, toi da bat budc phai 1am
mot s& viéc hoi... khic thwong, va vi thé’ma thién y cua toi bi ngo vuc. ..
T6i, ngwoi ludn ludn tdn trong sy khéo 1éo va than trong cao do trong cac
phi vu lam an. Va lai, 6ng kinh mén cua t6i o, n€u 6ng s¢ gi, dng hady mo

ctra sO kéu to 1én. C6 it nhad't nira ta tham ti dang 16n vén dwdi phd’.”
“Anh nghi the¢”a?” Arseéne Lupin hoi nhd’c td'm rém 1én.

“T6i cho 12 dng Gerbois khong cit dudi Ganimard dwoc... Toi di hen
ong sao nhi? Biy gio thi 6ng ta kia kia.”

“C6 18 nao?” Ong thay gido that 1én. “Nhung toi thé véi anh...”

“Réng dng khong phan bdi tdi chir gi?... Tdi khong nghi ngo 6ng, c6
di€u céai dam do6 doi khi cling thong minh. A! T6i trong thdy Folenfant,
Greaume, Dieuzy... toan cc ban than thiét cua t6i!”

Ong Detinan steng st nhin Lupin. St ti tin méi 1én 1am sao! Anh ta

cwoi vui vé y nhw dang tham gia vao mot tro the€ thao con tré, y nhw khong



¢ m&i hi€m hoa nao dang de doa anh ta. Sy vO tw Iy nay khié€n 6ng luat sw
yén tim hon sy hién dién ctia dam tham ti. Ong ta rori khoi chiéc ban bay
tién. Arséne Lupin cAm tieng tip tién 1én, rit hai mwoi 1dm to tir moi tap,
dwa cho 6ng Detinan, néi: “Phén thudng vi sy gitip do cia 6ng ddi voi dng

Gerbois va Arséne Lupin. Ong ra't xttng ddng nhan ng.”
“Anh chang no i gi c¢a.” Ong luat sw ddp.
“Ha? Sau td't ca cic ric r&i ma ching toi giy ra cho ong u?”
“Va ta't ca nhirng thd vi ma anh dem dén cho t6i!”

“Nhuw thé nghia 1a, thwa 6ng kinh mén, 6ng khdng mudn nhan ba't cir

thi gi to Arséne Lupin. Hay xem tai tié€ng né gay tac hai ra sao day.”

Anh ta dwa ndm muwoi1 ngan franc 8y cho 6ng Gerbois, néi: “Thwa 6ng,
d€ ghi nhé cude gidp g dé chiu gitra chiing ta, cho phép t6i h'di lai dng s&

tién nay, coi nhw la qua cwdi toi ting c6 Gerbois.”
Ong Gerbois nhan 187y s6 tién, nhwng dap: “Con gai t6i chwa cwdi.”

“C0 Ay chwra cudi n€u 6ng chwa bang 1ong, ¢6 diéu c6 4y von van

mong moi.”
“Anh bi€t gi vé viéc nay?”
“T6i bi€t rang cac cd géi tré hay mo’ mong nhirng diéu ma cha me cac

cO khong biet. May thay, doi khi c6 céc vi thién than nhw Arseéne Lupin, ho

khdm phd ra nhirng bi mét nho nho cuia céac cd trong ngan kéo ban viét.”
“Anh d3 tim thay cdi gi ni¥a?” Ong ludt sw hdi. “T6i xin thi thyc 12 toi

t0 mO mudn biét tai sao anh qua ma't cong nhw thé” de doat 18y chi€c ban.”

“Vi tinh lich st cia n6, 6ng ban a. Cho du 6ng Gerbois cé y ki€n ra sao



thi chi€tc ban thyce ra cling khong chira dyng gia tai nao ca, tri tim vé x0 s&
ma liic triede tOi dAu da biét. Du vay, toi von van hing tim ki€m chi€c ban.
Chiéc ban viét gb gu va gd thiy ting 4y dworc phét hién ra trong ngdi nha
nhd & Boulogne, noi Marie Walewska tirng s6ng. Trén mot trong s6” nhirng
ngan kéo cé dong chtr: Ddng tang Napoléon Dé nhdt, Hoang dé nwoc
Phdp, do ngwo'i day to rat doi trung thanh cia éng ta, Mancion, ddt lam.
Va bén trén dong chit nay 12 dong chir khic bang miii dao: Tdng em, Marie.
Sau do, Napoléon y€u cau dong mot chi€c ban twong tw cho Hoang hau
Joséphine, nén chi€c ban ma nguwoi ta chiém ngwdng voi bi€t bao thich tha
tram tr'o ¢ lau dai Malmaison, r&t cudc chi la ban sao khong hoan hao cia
chi€c ban ma tw gio’ s€ thudc vé b swu tap cia toi.”

“Oi! Néu biét thé thi khi & ctra hiéu, t6i da vui vé nhwong né cho anh
ro1.” Ong thay gido noi.

Arséne Lupin mim cwoi, dap: “Va dng da c6 cai lgi la gitr dwore toan bod
taAm vé x0 s6 514.”

“Con anh chang c¢én thiét phai bit cc con géi tdi.”

“Bét céc con gdi ong w?”

“Puing the".”

“Thwa 0ng kinh mé&n, 6ng nham. C6 Gerbois khong bi bat céc.”

“Khong u?”

“Prong nhién 1a khdng. Bit céc c6 nghia phai st dung dé&n bao lyc
hodc sy cuwong ép. Va téi cam doan v&i cac 6ng rang ¢6 gai bang long lam

con tin mot cach hoan toan tinh nguyén.”

“Hoan toan tinh nguyén!” Ong Gerbois sttng sdt nhéc lai.



“Thuc t€, c6 2y gan nhw da d€ nghi dwoc dwa di. Sao, li€u 6ng c6 nght
mdt cO géi tré thong minh nhw cd Gerbois, va hon nira, dang am tham ap u
mdt mdi tinh, lai do dw trede viéce 1am can thiét nhdm dam bao khoan h'oi
mon cho minh? Oi! Tdi thé véi 6ng ring chfmg kho khan gi d€' khién cho
cd &y hi€u day la cach duy nha't khua't phuc dworc théi bwdng binh cia

2

ong.

Ong Detinan hét strc thich thi. Ong ta ddp 161 Lupin: “Nhuwng tdi thiét
nghi viéc khi&n cho cd Ay ling nghe anh thi khé khiin hon. Lam sao anh

ti€p xuc voi cd &y dwoe?”

“O! Toi khong tw ti€p xuc voi ¢6 &y. Toi khong ¢6 cdi han hanh dwoc
lam quen v&i ¢6 &y. Mot nguoi ban cda tdi, mot cd gdi, da ti€n hanh dan
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x€P.

“Co gai téc vang trén chiéc xe hoi, chic chin theé roi.”

“Chinh xéc. Moi viéc duge dan x€p ngay tai cudc gidp gor dau ti€n gan
treong cao dang. K€ tir hdm &Yy, cd Gerbois va ngwoi ban mi cua co da di
du lich qua Bi va Ha Lan theo céi cdch ra't dé chiu, rat b& ich d61 v&i mot
cd gdi tré. Co ay s€ ty thuat lai dau dudi cau chuyén cho 6ng...”

C6 ti€ng chudng & tién phong, ba h'di nhanh lién ti€p, roi toi hai h'di
riéng r€.

“Co 2y day.” Lupin noi. “Ong Detinan, phi€n Ong...”

Ong luat sw voi va ra cira.

Hai c6 géi tré bwdc vao. Mot ¢ chay ao vao vong tay dng Gerbois. Co
kia d&n bén Lupin. D6 1a mot ¢d gdi cao rdo, dang dap ha'p din, da tring

non na, mdi téc vang ré ngdi tredre tran budng xudng bdng bénh, 13 lanh



sang nhw dnh mat troi hoang hon. C6 phuc strc toan mau den, khong deo
bat ctr thir trang strc gi, tuy nhién, vé bé ngoai ctia c6 boc 10 sy tao nha va
gu tham my tinh t&. Arséne Lupin néi may céu v&i ¢, r'oi nghiéng minh
chao co Gerbois: “Thua ¢d, xin 16i ¢6 vi tA't cd nhitng phién phirc da giy ra

cho ¢d, nhung t6i hy vong ring c6 khong cam tha’y qua khd sé.”

“Khd s& w? Tai sao co’? Néu chang phai xa cach nguwoi cha toi nghiép

cda toi, tdi thye sy da cam thd’y rd't sung swong.”

“Thé  thi lai t6't. Hay hon 6ng &y Ian nwra, va tan dung co’ hdi nay, mét
co’ hoi tuyét voi day, d€ ndi voi Ong &y vE ngwoi anh ho chia ¢o.”

“Anh ho cta t6i w? Y Ong la gi? T6i khong hieu.”

“Pwong nhién ¢6 hi€u. Nguoi anh ho tén 1a Philippe 4y. Chang trai da

gri cho ¢6 nhirng birc thw ma ¢6 hét strc gitr gin.”

Guong mat Suzanne dd bung 1€n, nhwng, theo 1oi khuyén caa Lupin, ¢

lai budng minh vao vong tay cha. Lupin nhin ho v&i 4nh mét dju dang.

“Oi! B6 1a phan thwedng danh cho mot viéc lam ding dén cna toi! Mét
hinh anh m&i xdc dong lam sao! Mot nguoi cha hanh phiic bén mét ngwoi
con hanh phiic! Vi phai biét ring niém han hoan ctia ho 12 tic phadm ctia
nha ngwoi d6, Lupin! Tw gio’ vE sau, nhirtng ngwoi nay sé cau Chda phu hd
cho nha ngwo, va s€ tran trong truyén t€n nha nguoi cho con chau ho,
tham chi cho chét chit ho. Lupin, mot phan thwéng m&i vinh quang 1am

sao, dap lai mot hanh dong ti t&.”
Anh ta toi trede cira soO.

“Ong ban Ganimard thidn mé&n van dang d¢i 4? Ong ta s€ rAt mudn

chttng kiéh cdi khung canh gia dinh dep d& nay!... O! Ong ta khong c6



dé... Nhirng ké khac cting khong... T6i cheamg trong thady ai ca. Quy tha ma
bit! Tinh hinh dang tré nén nghiém trong. Tdi ddm chéc bon ho di ding
dwdi 167 vao nha... trao doi v&i nguoi gitr ctra, ¢6 1€... hay, tham chi, da

'7?

dang Ién cau thang
Ong Gerbois c6 mot hanh dong dot ngot.

Lic bay gio, khi con gai 6ng da dwore trao trda, dng nhin nhén tinh hinh
dwdi mot anh sang khac. B6i voi 6ng, viée ké dich bi bat gitr cling ¢6 nghia
ntra tri€u franc khdng mat. Theo ban nang, 6ng ti€n mot budc vE phia

trede. Nhu the tinh c&, Lupin dirng chén ngang duong 6ng.

“Ong dinh di d4u th&, dng Gerbois? Bio vé tdi tredc bon ho 4? Ong
that ti t& qud, nhung t6i cam doan véi 6ng ring viec d6 chaalng can thiet.

Bon ho con cam tha’y lo 1ing hon tdi kia.”

R'6i Lupin ti€p tuc néi v&i vé diém tinh, thong tha: “Thyc sy, bon ho
biét diéu gi? Biét ring 6ng dang & day, va, c6 th&, biet ring co Gerbois
dang & day, vi c6 th€ ban ho trong thd’y cd Ay t&i diy cung voi mot ¢o gai
la. Nhwng bon ho khong bao gio hinh dung ra dwgc sw hién dién cua t6i.
Lam sao t6i lai lot deo'c vao mot ngdi nha ma sang hom nay bon ho da luc
soat ki lwong tor ham chira cho dén gac xép? Bon ho nghi ¢6 gai la kia do
t6i phdi td1i tién hanh trao ddi, va bon ho s& sin sang bit gitr ¢d 'y khi co
dy budc ra ngoai.”

Pring liic &y, c6 ti€ng chudng ctra. Bang mdt ctt chi dot ngdt, tho bao,
Lupin tim 14y 6ng Gerbois, néi v&i ong bang giong ménh 1énh: “Ping
dong day! Hiy nghi t&i con géi dng, va xit sy cho khon ngoan, bing
khong... Con 6ng, 6ng Detinan, 6ng da hira v&i t6i r'6i.”

Ong Gerbois dirng chén chén tai chd. Ong luat sw khong nhic nhich gi.



Chang chut véi vang, Lupin cam chi€c mil 1én, dung dng tay do phui bui

trén mu.

“Ong Detinan quy mé&n, n€u ¢ luc nao téi dwgre phuc vu 6ng... Chic
c6 nhirng diéu td't dep nha't, thwa c6 Suzanne, va cho t6i givi 101 chao tran

trong t&i 6ng Phillipe.”
Lupin rat tw tdi 4o khodc ra chi€c dong h'd vang nang trich.

“Ong Gerbois, biy gid 1a ba gi bdn mwoi hai phiit. Dén ba gio bon
muoi sdu phit, toi cho phép 6ng roi khdi can phong nay. Piing ba gio’ bon

muoi sdu phit, khong sodm hon mét phit nao.”
“Nhung bon ho s& phd cira 4p vao.” Ong Detinan ndi.

“Ong quén ma't ludt I€ roi, thuwa 6ng quy mén! Ganimard s€ khong bao
gior cd gan xAm pham sy riéng tw ctia mot cong dan Phdp. Nhung, xin 10i,
thoi gian dang vun vut trdi, va ta't ca cac vi déu cd chit lo lang.”

Lupin dat chi€c dong h'6 1én trén ban, md& cira phong, néi voi cd gai téc
vang: “Em thin yéu, em sin sang chura?”

Anbh ta 10 lai cho ¢ gdi di qua, 1& phép cti chao cd Gerbois, budc ra
khoi phong, dong canh ctra lai sau Iwng. R'6i ho nghe tha'y ti€ng anh ta
oang oang ¢ sanh: “Xin chao, Ganimard, tinh hinh 6n ch¥? Cho t6i gwi lovi
héi tham ba nha. HOm nao, t6i s€ moi ba Ay t&i diing bira sang. Tam biét,
Ganimard.”

Chuodng ctra réo dir doi, r'oi réo di réo lai, va xud't hién cac giong noi
ngoai dau cau thang.

“Bon muwoi lam phiit.” Ong Gerbois 1am bam.



Sau vai gidy, ong roi khoi can phong, bwdc ra sanh. Arséne Lupin va cd
gai toc vang da bi€n ma't.
“Chal!... Cha khong dwoc! Boi da!” Suzanne kéu 1én.

“Pgi da! Con qua la dai dot!... Khong the tha cho ké ba't lwong kia

duwoc!... Va con ntra triéu franc!”

Ong Gerbois m& ctra ngoai. Ganimard lao vao. “A dan ba dé... Co ta

dau? Lupin dau?”

“Hén da & ddy... han dang & ddy.” Ganimard bat mot tiéng kéu day dic

thing.
“Chting ta s& chop dwoc hin. Ngdi nha da bi bao vay roi.”
“Nhung 161 ¢u thang danh cho ngudi hau?” Ong Detinan go1i .

“N6 thong xudng ngd cut.” Ganimard néi. “Chi c¢6 duy nha't mot dwong

ra, d6 1a cira m@ ra phd. Muwoi nguoi dang gac cdi cira nay.”
“Nhung anh ta khong vao qua do, va sé khong ra qua 161 d6 dau.”
“Thé&  thi qua 161 nao?” Ganimard hoéi. “Bay chang?”
Ong Detinan kéo mot tA'm rém sang bén, d&€ 16 mot hanh lang dai din
sang can b&p. Ganimard chay doc hanh lang, thtt m¢& canh ctra & dau cau

thang danh cho ngwoi hau. Cira khéa. Tw cira sO, 6ng ta hét hdi cac nhan

vién phu ta: “Co6 tha’y dira nao khong?”
“Khong.”

“Vay bon ching vin dang trong ngdi nha nay!” Ganimard kéu 1én.
“Bon ching tr6n & can phong nao da’y thoi! Bon ching chwa tau thoat

dwoc. A! Lupin, nhirng Ian tred'c mi da danh lwa ta, nhwng, dé€n an nay, ta



s€ phuc han.”

Bay gio’ td'i, Dudouis, Triedng ban Tham tir, ngac nhién khi khong nhan
dwoc tin tire gi, 1ién ghé téi dwong Clapeyron kiém tra. Ong ta hoi hai vién
tham t& dang gac ngdi nha, r'o6i leo 1én cin ho cta dng Detinan. Ong luat sw
dwa Ong ta vao phong minh. O do, Ong ta trong thay mot nguoi dan Ong,
hay chinh xac hon 1a hai cai caalng chan dap dap trong khong khi, con than
minh thi thut 1t trong 6ng khoi.

“E hé!... E hé!” Mot giong nghen nghet hdn héh.

Diép lai 12 mot giong & xa xa trén cao: “E hé!... E hé!”

Dudouis vira cwoi to vira kéu 1én: “Nay! Ganimard, anh da tré thanh
thg’ cao d'ng khéi day a?”

Vién tham t& treeon ra khoi 0ng khéi. Mat miii den nhém, quian do
veong day bo héng, anh méit phan khich, bon ch'on, that chfmg tai nao
nhan ra ong ta dworc.

“T6i dang tim ki&m hén.” Ganimard gam gir.

“Ai co?”

“Arséne Lupin... va k& gitip d& hin.”

“Cha, anh nghi bon chung tron trong 6ng khoi w?”



Ganimard ding ddy, bam ban tay ddy b'o hong vao 6ng tay 4o khoac
cta vién si quan cap trén, tec t61 thd't 1€n: “S&p nghi bon ching & dau, ha
s€p? Bon ching hin phéi & dau da’y chit! Bon chiing ciing bang xwong

bang thit nhw s&p va tdi thoi, chealng the’ tan di nhw khéi dwore.”

“Pung, nhung du sao thi bon chiing ciing da bié€n mat roi.”

“Co’ ma bang cach nao? Bing cich nao? Nguwdi clia chiing ta dd bao vay
ngdi nha, tham chi ca ¢ trén mai.”

“The& ngdi nha giap ngdi nha nay thi sao?”

“Khong c6 161 thong sang.”

“Con cac cdn hd & tang khac?”

“T6i bi€t ta't ca nhirng ngwoi thué nha. Ho khong trong tha’y ai.”

“Anh c6 chéc chin ring anh biét hét ho khong?”

“C6. Nguoii gitr ctra chiu trach nhiém ki€m sodt ho. Ngoai ra, d€ dé
phong hon nia, tdi da bd tri trong mdi cdn hd mot ngwdi. Bon ching khong
tron thodt dwgre. N&u toi chwra bat duwoc bon chiing dém nay, ngay mai toi s&

bit dwoc bon chiing. T6i s& ngti & day.”

Ganimard ngd & d6 d&m hom &%y va hai dém ti€p theo. Ba ngay ba dém tr6i

qua ma chzaing phat hién dwoc tdam hoi anh chang Lupin bat tri va c¢6 ban gai



cua anh ta. Tham chi, Ganimard con chaalng phat hi€n dwg'c manh mo1 du la
nhd nha't nao d€ xay dyng gia thuy€t veé viéc bon ho da trdn thoat ra sao. Vi

1y do &Yy, Oong ta c khw khw gitr 18’y ¥ ki€n ban dau.

“Khong ¢6 da'u vét nao cho tha’y bon ching da trd'n thoat. B&i vy, bon

chiing dang quanh quan & day thoi.”

C6 th&'1a, trong thAm tdm, Ganimard khong c6 niém tin virng chic t&i
muc 4y, nhung Ong ta s€ khong thi nhan. Khong, mdt nghin an, khong!
Mot ngeoi dan 6ng va mot ngwoi dan ba lam sao tan bién di nhw nhirng ta
ma trong truyén co tich dwgrc. Va, khong ma't diing khi, dng ta ti€p tuc tim
ki€m, nhw th€ 6ng ta hy vong s€ kham pha ra hai ké 1an trdn dang nwong
ndu trong mot ngdc ngach chéng nhin thdu, hay da an minh vao gitra nhirng

btrc twong da ctia ng6i nha.
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2. Vien kim cuong xanh

B uoi tdi ngay Hai mwoi bay thang Ba, tai s& 134 dai 10 Henri-Martin,
trong ng6i nha thira hwedng tir ngwoi anh trai sdu thang truede, vi twedong
gia — Nam twdc d’Hautrec, Pai st tai Berlin dwdi thoi D& ché” thir Hai, nga
thiép di trong chiéc gh& banh thoai mai dé chju, khi c6 thw ky dang doc
sach cho Ong ta nghe, con xo* Auguste thi dang swdi &m giwong cho 6ng ta
va stra soan dén ngd. Lic mwoi mot gior, ba xo phai trd vé tu vién theo quy
dinh. Ba néi voi cd the ky: “Cod Antoinette, toi xong hét viéc roi, tdi di
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day.

“Vang, thra xo.”

“Purng quén la ngwoi dau bép dang di vang, & nha chi ¢ ¢6 v&i nguoi
day to thoi.”

“Xo ching phai lo 1ing cho Nam tudc dau. Toi ngli & phong bén canh
va ludn ludn d€ cira ma.”

Ba xo roi khoi ng6i nha. My phit sau, nguoi ddy to Charles bude vao



nhan ménh 1énh. Nam twdre ldc bay gior da thire gid'c, ty minh néi: “Cac
ménh Iénh nhw moi ngay day Charles: Hay d€'y chi€c chudng dién trong
phong anh, ngay h'6i chudng dau tién la phai chay di goi bac si. Nao, cd

Antoinette, chung ta doc d€n dau ro6i?”
“Ngai chua di nga bay gio a?”
“Chuwra, chwra, lic ntra. V&i lai, toi khong ¢éan ai & day dau.”

Hai mwoi phit sau, Nam twdc lai chim vao gid'c ngli, Antoinette ron rén
di ra. Ldc d6, Charles dang dong cac canh chop ctra s6 & dudi gac. Trong
bép, anh ta chot chat ctra md ra veon, va ngoai sanh, anh ta khong chi khoa
clra ma con cai ca xich. R'6i anh ta 1én phong minh trén tang ba, di ngt, va

ching m&y choc thiep di.

Co6 1€ 1a dwoc mdt ti€ng dong h'd thi Charles hoang hot bat day khédi
givong. Chi€c chudng dang reo. N6 reo ¢6 1€ la ching bay, tdm gidy, lién

tuc.

“Qi!” Charles da tra tinh lai, 14m bam. “Mdt ¥ thich ba't chot nia clia

ngai Nam twdc day.”

Anh ta nhanh nhen méic quan 4o, xuéng cau thang, ding lai trede cira
phong, g6 nhe nhe theo théi quen. Khong c6 ti€ng trd 1oi. Anh ta mé cira,

budc vao.
“O! Khong c6 den.” Charles 1dm bam. “Thé nay 13 thé nao?”
R61 anh ta ha giong, goi: “C6 01?”
Khong c6 tiéng tra 1o1.

“Co 01, c6 c6 d6 khdong? C6 chuyén gi a? Ngai Nam twdc 6m a?”



Khong ¢6 tiéng trd 1oi. Khong ¢ gi ngoai mdt sy im ldng hoan toan, sy
im ldng nhanh chéng tréd nén dang s¢. Charles ti€n vé phia truedrc hai buorce,
ban chén anh ta va phai chi€c gh& dwa, anh ta so’ soang thi nhan ra 1a n6 bij
lat ngwoe. R6i, vAn bang ban tay s soang, anh ta nhan ra cic ¢ vat khéc
nira trén san: mot chiéc ban nhd va mot birc binh phong. Anh ta lo ling di

chuyéh t&i sat bire twong, TAn tim cong tic, bat dién 1én.

Chinh gitra can phong, gitra chi€c ban va chi€c tu dgng d6 vé sinh, la

than th€ cta cha anh ta, Nam twdc d’Hautrec.
“Cai gi!... Khong the the” dwoe!” Charles 1am bam.

Anh ta ching nhidc nhich ndi ngudi. Anh ta ¢ ditng d'y, trd’ mét ngay
ng6 nhin cai khung canh 16n xdn khing khi€p, nhtrng chi€c ghé¢” dya bj lat
ngwoc, chium chic dai pha 1€ 1on vo tan tanh thanh nghin manh, chi€c
dong h'6 ndm trén khoang san lat d4 cAm thach phia trede 10 swdi, tat ca
cdc bang ching ctia mdt cudc vat 16n ghé gém, dang so'. Can clia mot con
dao gam nho 18 lanh sang, cach cai than the’kia khong xa, lwdi dao cé vay

mau. Mot chié€c khan mui soa 16m d6m dé veong noi mép givong.

Charles kinh khi&p 1ui lai: Cai than th€ kia ty dudi dai ra trong cho'c 14t

r'oi lai co lai, hai hay ba con ring minh, va dé€n day la chdm dut.

Charles ctii xudng nhin. Mot v&t cét ra't ngot & c¢d nan nhan ma tir d6
mdu dang tudn ra, dong lai thanh viing den trén thim. B6 mit van con lwu
nét khi€p s¢’ cuc do.

“Co6 ké da gi€t ngai ay!” Charles 1am bam. “C6 ké da gi€t ngai ay!”

R'6i anh ta run 1én v&i ¥ nght 1a bi€t dau da xay ra mot tdi ac rung rom

khéc ntra. Ch:flng phai c6 thw ky ctia ngai Nam twdc ngd & can phong bén



canh sao? Liéu ké sat nhan c6 gi€t ca cd 2y khong? Anh ta m@ ctra cén
phong nay, ciin phong khong c6 ai. Anh ta két lun ring Antoinette bj bt
céc r'oi, hodc ¢d di ra ngoai tredre khi xay ra vu viéc. Anh ta tré lai phong
Nam twde. Anh méit dirng & chi€c ban viét, anh ta nhan ra chiéc ban viét
khong suy suyén gi. R6i anh ta trong thd'y mot nim nhirng d'ong louis vang
trén ban, bén canh chiim chia khéa va chiéc vi ma Nam twdc von van d€ do
hiang dém. Charles v©6 13"y chiéc vi, mé& ra, trong tha'y may to tién gid'y.

Anh ta d&m, c6 mwoi ba to mot trim franc.

Mot cach ban ndng va mdy moc, anh ta nhét céc tor tién vao tii 4o
khoac, lao xudng cau thang, rit chd't ctra, thdo xich, déng canh ctra lai sau

leng, va bo chay ra phd’.

Charles 1a mot ngwoi trung thye. Vira bwde chan ra khoi cira thi lan khong
khi va con mwa ban d&ém khién anh ta binh tinh hon, anh ta dirng phét ngay
lai. Lic bay gio’, anh ta da nhin nhian hanh dong cia minh theo ding ban
chd't ca nd, va trong 1dong tran ngip ndi khi€p sor. Anh ta viy mot chiéc xe
ngwa chay ngang qua, bdo nguoi xa ich: “Hay dén d6n canh sat va dwa si
quan phu trach don dé€n day. Nhanh 1€n! Trong ngoi nha kia c6 4&n mang.”
Nguwoi xa ich voi va danh xe di. Charles mudn quay vao nha, nhung
thdy ctra bj khoa r'di. Anh ta da tw sap khoa khi di ra, va khong th€ mé tw

bén ngoai. Mat khic, bAm chudng cling v6 ich vi chang con ai trong nha ca.



Gan mdt tiéng dong h'd tréi qua, canh sat méi toi. Khi ho té&i, Charles
thudt lai cAu chuyén va dwa cho vién si quan phu trach s6 tién. M6t nguoi
tho khda dwoee triéu téi. Anh ta phai hét strc chat vat m&i pha noi khoa chia
ctra m& ra vieon va ctra mé vao sanh. Vién canh sat budc vao phong Nam
twdc trede, nhwng, ngay 14p tirc, quay sang Charles, néi: “Anh bao can

phong 16n x6n kinh khing ma.”

Charles ding & ctra, sirng s6't, hoang mang. Ta't cd d6 dac da dwoc dat
lai vao vi tri quen thudc. Nhirng chi€c gh&” dya dworc 14t lai ding chiéu,
chi€c ban nhd & gitra hai khung ctra s0, chi€c dong h'6 & trung tam bé 10
sw@i. Nhirng manh vo ctia chim chic dai dwoe don sach sé.

“Ngai Nam tudc... dau roi?” Charles 14p bép.

“Dung th&!” Vién si quan thot 1€n. “Nan nhan dau réi?”

Ong ta d&n bén giwdng, 1at mot tAm mén 1én. Phia dwdi tAm mén,
Nam twée d’Hautrec, ciu Pai st Phap tai Berlin, dang ndam. TA'm 4o khodc
quin doi phii trén than thé, cai huan chwong Bic DAt boi tinh. Nét miit 6ng
ta binh than. Cip mat khép chiit.

“Ai d6 da & day.” Charles n6i.

“Lam sao ké do6 lot vao day dwoc?”

“T6i khong bi€t, nhung ai d6 da & day ldc t6i ra ngoai. C6 con dao gam
nhd trén san dang kia! Va chiéc khin miii soa dinh mdu trén giwdong. Chiing
bay gior dd bién ma't. Ching da dwoc dem di chd khéc. Va ai d6 da sip xép
lai gon gh€ can phong.”

“Ai da lam nhung viéc ay?”

“Ké giét ngwoi.”



“Nhung ching toi thd'y ta't ca cac ctra déu khda.”

“Liic ndy hén hin van con & trong ngoi nha nay.”

“Thé& thi bay gio hin vin con & day, vi anh da dirng trede cira sudt.”

Charles nghi ngoi mot 1at, roi cham chap néi: “Phdi... dwong nhién...
toi khong hé roi khai cira.”

“Ai la ngwoi cudi cling anh trong thd’y bén canh ngai Nam twdc?”

“Co6 Antoinette, the ky cua ngai 8y.”

“Co tasaor01?”

“Toi khong biét. Co &'y ching & trén giwdng, vy han la ¢ &'y d ra

ngoai. Piéu nay cling chang c6 gi dang ngac nhién, c6 &y dang do tré trung,

xinh dep.”
“Nhung lam sao ¢ ta roi khoi nha dwoe?”
“Qua ctra.” Charles tra loi.
“Nhung anh cai chot va xich roi ma.”
“Vang, nhung hin 1a ¢6 &y da roi khdi nha trede d6.”
“Va tdi 4c xay ra sau khi c6 ta di?”
“Pwong nhién.” Nguwoi day to dap.

Ng6i nha dwgc luc sodt tie hdm chira cho dén gac xép, nhwng ké sat
nhan di bién ma't. Bang cich nao? Va bao gio? La hén hay 12 mot ké tong
pham da quay lai hién treong vu dan, dem di td't cd nhirng gi ¢6 th€ cung cap
manh m&i vé nhan than hdn? D6 13 cAu hdi ma canh sdt phai tra 151.

Nhén vién diéu tra ¢6 mit ldc bay gio. Va tdm gio’, Dudouis, Truedng



ban Tham t&, cling ¢ mat tai hién treong vu an. Tié€p theo la iy vién cOng
td va tham phan diéu tra. Ngoai nhirng vi quan chirc nay, ng6i nha chat nich
canh sét, tham tt, phéng vién, tho' chup anh, than bang quyén thudc ciia

nguwoi chét.

Mot cudc kham xét ki lwong dwoe thiee hién. Nguwoi ta nghién ciru tw
thé&’ ctia cdi xéac theo thong tin ma Charles cung cap. Nguoi ta tham van xo
Auguste khi ba t¢i, nhwng khong phat hién ra chi ti€t mdi nao. Xor Auguste
strng sOt khi biét Antoinette Bréhat da bi€n mat. Ba vwra thué co géi tré
céch diy mudi hai ngdy, cin o vao nhitng 161 gidi thiéu rat tot, va ching
chiu tin ring c6 di 1ang quén bon phan, dang dém rdi khdi nha.

“Nhung, ba thi’y dd'y, cd ta chwa quay lai.” Ong tham phan néi. “Va

ching t6i van phai dwong dau v&i cau hdi: Diéu gi da xay ra cho co ta?”
“T6i nghi k& s4t nhan da bit cc co 4y.” Charles néu y kién.

Gia thuy€&t nay nghe hop 1y, va né xué't phat t nhirng thyc t& nha't
dinh. Dudouis tan thanh. Ong ta néi: “Bi bit c6c! Cha, khong phai 14 khong

c6 khad nang xady ra.”

“Khong nhirng 1a khong c6 kha nang xdy ra.” Mot giong néi ca't [én.
“Ma con hoan toan trai ngwore thye t€. Khong ¢6 chit chirng ¢t nao chirng
minh cho gid thuy€t nay ca.”

Giong néi v&i Am sic chdi tai, va chealng ai 12y 1am ngac nhié€n khi nhan
ra ngwoi néi 1a Ganimard. N€u 1a & ngwoi khéc, thi ho da chzatng chiu dwoc
cai giong ap ch& do.

“O! La anh, Ganimard!” Dudouis thdt 1én. “Nay gio téi chwa trong thay

anh.”



“T6i da c6 mat tai day tw lic hai gio.”
“Vay la anh quan tAm t&i ca nhirng thir khdc ngoai tim vé x0 s6 514,
series 23, vu viéc & dwong Clapeyron, Ti€u the Téc vang va Arséne

Lupin?”

“Ha ha!” Vién thdm t& ky cuu phd ra cudi. “Toi s& ching bao Lupin 1a
ké xa la d6i v&i vu an hién tai dau. Nhwng ching ta hdy tam thoi 1ang quén

tAm vé X0 s&, va cd gang Ian cho ra manh md&i chia sy bi ah mdi nay.”

Ganimard khong phéi 1a mét trong s6 cac tham ti¢ lirng danh ma phwong
phap lam viéc s€ dwge vi€t thanh sich gido khoa, hay tén tudi sé€ tré nén
ba't ti trong nhirng ghi chép vé lich st hinh sw ctia nwdc Phdp. Ong ta
khong phai 1a mdt trong s6 céc thién tai, cdc nhan vat ti€u bi€u ciia ngheé
nghiép nay nhw Dupin®, Lecoq®, hay Sherlock Holmes. Tuy nhién, phai
thira nhin ring 6ng ta sé hiru kha niing quan sét, s thong minh, tinh nhin
nai, va tham chi ca tryc giac si€u viét. Ong ta xud't sic nho phong cach doc
13p hoan toan. Khong c6 gi qud’y ray hay anh hwdng dworc dén Ong ta, c6 1€
tre mot ki€u 4m anh dodi véi Arséne Lupin. DAu vy ching nira, cdi thé clia
ong ta sang hdm do, trong ngdi nha clia Nam twdc d’Hautrec vira chiu trov,
chic chén va rd rang 1a mot the 4p ddo. P'ong thoi, 6ng thim phan diéu tra

cling mong mdi cé dwoe sy hop tdc cua Ong ta trong vu 4n nay.

“Pau tién...” Ganimard ndi. “T61 s€ yéu cau anh Charles cho bi€t hét


https://calibre-pdf-anchor.a/#a6
https://calibre-pdf-anchor.a/#a7

sitc cu th€ vé mot diém. Anh ta bio ring Tan thit nha't anh ta vao phong, cic
mén d'6 dac bi d5 nhio, nim bira bii 16n xo6n. Bay gic, tdi hdi phai ching
Tan thir hai anh ta vao phong, anh ta thd'y ta't ca da dwgc dat lai vi tri quen

thudc, dwong nhi€n, y t61 la, chinh xac cac vi tri quen thudc?”

“Vang, ta't ca déu duworc dat lai ding vi tri.” Charles dap.

“Vay, hién nhién, cdi ngwoi da sap x€p lai cic mon d6 dac phai la
ngwoi thong thude vi tri cda ching.”

Logic cia nhin xét nay hoan toan ro rang d6i véi nhirng thinh gia cua
Ganimard. Ong ta ti€p tuc: “Mot cau hdi nita, anh Charles. Anh b tiéhg

chudng danh thirc. Nao, theo anh, ai bAm chu6ng?”

“Pwong nhién 1a ngai Nam twdc.”

“Ong &y c6 th€ bAm chudng lic nao?”

“Sau cudc vat 1on... ldc ngai &y sip chét.”

“Khong th€, vi anh phdt hién ra 6ng &y nim bt tinh & vj trf c4ch cai
nut chudng hon bon mét.”

“Vay hin 1a ngai 2y bam chudng trong khi vit 1on.”

“Khong the€.” Ganimard tuyén bd’. “Vi ti€ng chudng, nhw anh néi, kéo
dai lién tyc bay hay tdm gidy. Anh nghi d&1i tha ctia 6ng &y d€' 6ng &y baA'm
chudng moét cach ung dung nhw thé sao?”

“O, vay thi, tredre khi ngai &y bi tin cong.”

“Ciing hoan toan khong th€, vi anh néi v&i ching toi tt ldc chudng kéu
t&i ldc anh sang phong 6ng Nam twdc td1 da ba phit. N&u 6ng Nam twdc

bam chudng triede khi bi tdn cong, chiing ta bat budc phai di d&n k&t luan



rang cudc vat Ion, viéc doat mang va bi€n ma't cta ké sat nhan, ta't ca chi
dién ra trong khoang tho1i gian ngin ngui 1a ba phit. Toi xin nhéc lai, diéu

dé6 1a khong the' nao.”

“Tuy nhién, ai d6 dd bAm chudng.” Ong tham phan phat bidu. “Né&u

chang phai la 6ng Nam twdee, thi la ai?”

“La ké gi€t nguoi.”

“Nhim muc dich gi?”

“T6i khong biét. Nhung viéc hin bA'm chudng ching td hin biét
chudéng dugc ndi véi phong ngeoi hdu. Nao, ai ¢6 the biét diéu nay, trie phi
la ngwoi ciing sdng trong nha?”

Ganimard dang thit nhirng mét lwdi lai mbi lic mdt chit hon. Bing vai
cu logic, mach lac, 6ng ta da hé 16 va tw t dwa ra mot cach ro rang gia
thuyét vé vu 4n mang, nén dwong nhw hoan toan ty nhién khi 6ng tham
phan néi: “Ganimard, theo t6i hi€u, 6ng nghi ngo’ c6 Antoinette Bréhat.”

“T6i khong nghi ngo’ ¢6 ta, ma tdi budce tdi cd ta.”

“Ong budc ti co ta dong 16a véi thit pham?”

“Toi budc tdi ¢ ta dd st hai Nam twdc d’Hautrec.”

“Vo ly! Ong c6 chirng ctr gi?”

“Ném téc t6i phat hién dworc trong 10ng ban tay phai ctia nan nhan.”

Ganimard dwa nim téc ra, né c6 mdt mau vang tuyét dep, 6ng 4nh nhw
nhitng soi chi bing vang rong. Charles nhin va néi: “P6 1a téc cia co
Antoinette. Khong the€ nao ngo’ vee dwgre. Va, thé thi, con mot van dé nira.

T6i tin con dao ma t6i trong thd’y ldc vao phong Tdn thir nha't 1a con dao cua



¢ ta. Co ta vOn van ding né d€ roc sach.”

Sw im ldng kéo dai ddy ddng s¢’ bdng bao trim ciin phong, nhw thé tdi
ac da thém phian rung ron vi dwore ra tay bt mot phu nr. Cudi cling, dng
tham phan néi: “Cho t&i lic thu thap dwoe thém chirng cir, ching ta hay
tam thoi coi Antoinette Bréhat 1a thd pham gi€t chét 6ng Nam twdc. Tuy
nhién, chiing ta phai biét c6 ta da 14h trdn chd nao sau khi thyc hién tdi 4c,
bang c4ch nao co ta c6 the quay lai sau khi Charles roi khdi ngdi nha, va
bang c4ch nio co ta c6 thé tau thodt sau khi canh sat t&i? Anh di c6 y kién

gi vé nhirng di€m nay chwa?”
“Chua.”
“Cha, th& thi ching ta dang dirng & dau day?”

Ganimard ngwong ngiing. ROt cudc, vdi nd lyc ai cling nhin thd'y, ong
ta noi: “Tat ca nhirng gi tdi c6 the phat bi€u bay gio 1a t6i thd’y cach thiec
hanh d6ng trong vu dn nay giéng cach thirc hanh déng ching ta da thay
trong vu td'm vé x0 s& 514. Cac hién twong gidng nhau, cé the€ goi 1a cai tai
di may veé gi6. Viéc Antoinette Bréhat xud't hi€n va bi€n ma't trong ngdi nha
nay ciing bi an y nhw viéc Arséne Lupin xua't hién va bi€n ma't trong ngoi
nha cia 6ng Detinan cung Ti€u thw Téc vang.”

“Préu do co y nghia gi khong?”

“Pd1 voi toi 1a cd. Toi tha’y hai vu viéc la lung nay ¢ kha nang lién
quan t&i nhau. Xor Auguste thué Antoinette Bréhat mwoi hai ngay truedec,
hay n6i chinh x4c hon 1a mdt ngay sau khi Ti€u thw Toc vang khon khéo
thoat khoi tay t6i. Thir ntra, toc cta Ti€u thw Téc vang cling ¢6 mau vang

rec o’ y hét mén téc dwoee phat hién ra trong vu dn nay.”



“Nhu vay, theo anh, Antoinette Bréhat...”

“Chinh la Tieéu thw Téc vang.”

“Va Lupin da nhdng tay vao ca hai vu.”

“Vang, d6 la quan di€m cua toi.”

Lo tuyén bd nay dwore chio d6n bang mot trang cudi. Tt Dudouis.

“Lupin! Luc nao ciing Lupin! Moi chuyén déu c6 Lupin dinh liu vao!

Khip noi déu xui't hién Lupin!”

“Phai, moi chuyén hé trong d€u c¢6 Lupin dinh liu vao.” Ganimard dap

lo’i, phat y tredc s cwoi co't cia cap trén.

“Cha, cho t&i lic nay, tdi thd’y anh chwa phat hién dwoc dong co’ clia vy
an.” Dudouis nhan xét. “Ngan kéo chi€c ban viet khong bi cay, chi€c vi

khong bi 18y ma't. Tham chi, mdt ddng vang con nguyén trén ban.”

“Vang, chinh th&".” Ganimard th6t 1én. “Nhwng con vién kim cwong triv
danh!”

“Vién kim cwrorng nao?”

“Vién kim cwrong xanh! Vién kim cwrong ndi tié€ng gén trén virong mién
cta hoang gia Phap, dwgc Cong twdc Aumale tang cho Leonide Lebrun, va
khi Leonide Lebrun qua doi, dwore Nam twde d’Hautrec mua nhw 1a mét ky
vat vé nit dién vién duyén ddng yéu kiéu ma 6ng Ay tirng yéu mé dim. b6
la mot trong nhirng cdu chuyén ma mot ngwoi Paris c& tudi toi khong bao
gio’ quén.”

“R6 rang n€u vién kim crwong xanh khdng dwoee tim thd'y, dong co’ cta

vu 4n d3 dwoe phoi bay.” Ong tham phén néi. “Nhung chiing ta phai tim



ki€m né & dau?”
“Trén ngdn tay ngai Nam twde.” Charles dap. “Ngai &y ldc nao ciing

deo vién kim crvong xanh bén tay trai.”

“Toi da quan sdt ban tay 4%, chi c6 mot chi€c nhin bing vang tron.”

Ganimard noi, sau khi d€n gan cai xac.
“Hay tim trong 10ng ban tay xem.” Ngwoi dy to noi.

Ganimard m& ban tay nim ciing d¢&. Chiéc niéng gin d4 xoay vao bén
trong, va, & gitra chi€c niéng, vién kim cwong xanh 18p lanh sang véi tat

ca sy 1ong 14y cuia no.

“Quy tha ma bat!” Ganimard 14m bam, kinh ngac tot do. “T6i khong
hiéu noi.”

“Bay gior anh s& xin 16i Lupin vi dd nghi ngo hin chi#?”

Dudouis cuoi to.

TGanimard dirng lai nghi ngoi mot 14t, r6i néi ngidn gon: “Chi khi nao
toi khong hi€u noi nhirng diéu khién t6i nghi ngo’ Lupin.”

D6 1a nhirng sy viéc dwore canh sat xac minh mot ngay sau khi toi ac bi
an xay ra. Khong c6 phat hién ti€p theo nao giai thich cho nhirng sy viéc
mo h'0 va roi rac 4'y. Hanh tung ctia Antoinette Bréhat van chaamg tai nao
gidi thich ndi, y nhw hanh tung cua Ti€u thw Téc vang. Canh sat khong phat
hién ra d&u vét gi cia con ngwoi bi an v&ri mai téc vang da sat hai Nam
twdrc d’Hautrec nhung khong doat dworc tor ngdn tay Ong ta vién kim cwong

tirng toda sang trén vweong mién cia hoang gia Phép.



Nhirng ngwoi thira k& ciia Nam twdc d’Hautrec khong bd qua cor hdi ki€m
chac tw vu viéc dang khi€n cho dw luin ban tan x6n xao nhw th&. Ho t0
chire treng bay trong ngdi nha nhirng thir s€ dwore dwa ra ban da'u gia tai
céc phong ban di'u gid caa Cong ty Drouot. Nhitng mén d6 gd v&i gu thim
my binh thwong, nhirng vat dung chaalng cé gia tri nghé thuat gi ca... nhung
chinh gitra cin phong, trong chiéc hdp boc nhung tim, dwoc bao vé biang
mot qua cAu kinh, ¢6 hai s quan canh sét gic lién tuc, 1a chiéc nhin gin

vién kim cwong xanh danh tiéng 14y ltng.

Vién kim cwong 1on tuyét diéu, do tinh khi€t khdng mdt vién kim
cuong nao bi kip, xanh thim thim twa lan nudc trong vit dudi bau troi
khong mot gon may. C6 ngudi ngim nghia mé say, c6 ngudi tram tro tdn
tung... va c6 ngwoi khi€p sor nhin can phong ctia nan nhén, nhin vi tri cai
xdc dd ndm, nhin san nha d3 dwoc 16t di tAm tham vrong mau, va dac biét
la nhirng birc twong, nhirng birc twong twdng khong tai nao vweot qua dwore,
the&’ ma ké tdi pham da vueot qua. Mot s& ngudi tw ki€m tra d&€ chic chin
ring mit 10 swdi 6p dd cAm thach khong xé dich dwoc, mot s¢ ngudi khac
thi hinh dung d&€n nhirng cai h6 siu toang hodc, nhirng céi ctira dwong ham,

nhirng 167 bi mat thong v&i hé thong cdng, va cac hdm mo.

Viéc ban da'u gi4 vién kim cwong xanh dién ra tai phong ban da'u gia
ctia Cong ty Drouot. Can phong dong dén nghet thé va nguoi ta tra gia gan
nhw dién r'6. Tham dy cudc ban da'u gid 1a td't cd nhirng nhan vat thuwong

xuyén tham dy nhirng sy kién twong ty & Paris, nguoi thi mua, ngeoi thi



giad vor nhw ¢6 kha ndng mua, cac chii ngan hang, cac tay méi gidi chirng
khodn, phu ntr thuoc dd moi tang 1op, hai dng bo tredng, mét ca si giong
nam cao ngudi Y, mot 6ng hoang luu vong — 6ng nay, cot d€ gitr gin danh
tiéng, hét oang oang v&i vé cuc ky pho treong, tra mdt tram ngan franc.
Mot trim ngan franc! Ong ta c6 the dwa ra gid d6 ma khong so bj ngudi
diéu hanh chap nhan. Ca si giong nam cao ngudi Y danh 1iéu trd mot trim
ndm muwoi ngan, va mot thanh vién Nha hat Qud'c gia Phap tra mot tram

bay mwoi 1dm ngan franc.

Khi mic gid 1én dén hai tram ngan franc, cac d6i thd nhe ky hon bat
bai. Khi mtc gia 1én dén hai tram ndm mwoi ngan, chi con lai hai d&i tha
trén san: Herschmann — nha tw ban nhi€u ti€ng tam, 6ng vua cua cic mo
vang, va nir B4 twdc Crozon — mot nguoi My giau ¢é, s& htru bd swu tip

kim cwong, dd quy dinh dam thé” gidi.

“Hai tram sau mwoi ngan... hai tram bay mwoi ngan... bdy muoi
lim... tim muoi...” Ngwdi diéu hanh ho to, trong khi lién tuc ddo mét nhin
tr 6 thu no sang do1i tha kia. “Quy ba day tra hai tram tim mwoi ngan. ..

C6 vi nao tra cao hon khong?”
“Ba tram ngan.” Herschmann noi.

Mot quing im ling ngan ngdi. Nt B4 twéc dirng yén mim cwoi, nhung
mat tdi di trong trang thai bi kich déng. Ba ta ti nguoi vao lung chiéc ghé’
phia tredrc. Ba ta biét, va ta't thady moi ngwoi & diy déu biét, két qua cia
cudc dau tay ddi da chic chén r'oi. Mot cach hop 1y, tat y&u, né phai két
thic v&i loi the thudc vé nha twr ban, ngwdi nim trong tay khdng biét bao
nhiéu triéu franc d€ ma chiéu chudng nhirng s& thich tha't thwong ciia minh.

Tuy nhién, n B4 twdc van tra gid mot [4n nira: “Ba trdm 1€ ndm ngan.”



Lai mot quing im ling. Moi cip mit hudng vao nha tw ban, cho doi
Ong ta nang murc gia 1én. Nhwng Herschmann dang khong chid y gi dén
cudc mua ban. Ong ta dang dim dim nhin mot to gid'y ¢Am trén tay phai,

con tay trai cam mot chi€’c phong bi da xé.

“Ba trim 1& nim ngan.” Nguwdi diéu hanh nhic lai. “L'an thit nhat!...
L'an th hai!... L'an cudi cung... C6 vi nao trd gid cao hon khong?... Lan
thi nhat!... L'an th hai!... C6 vi nao tra gia cao hon khong? Co hoi cudi
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cung!...

Herschmann khong dong day.

“Lan thr ba va la Tan cud’i cung... Chot gid!” Ngwoi diéu hanh ho to,
ddng thoi go bda xudng.

“Bon tram ngan.” Herschmann giat nay minh kéu 1€n, nhw the ti€ng bua
da danh thirc 6ng ta khoi trang thai ngo’ ngan.

Qud mudén mat roi, nguoi diéu hanh khong the€ thay doi quyét dinh.
Mot s& nguoi quen ciia Herschmann xdm xung quanh 6ng ta. C6 chuyén gi
thé? Tai sao 6ng ta ching 1én tiéng sé'm hon? Ong ta bat cwdi, néi: “Me

ki¢p! Chi 1 t6i bi mot khodnh khic ma't tap trung.”
“Thé thi la lung qua.”
“Ong thi'y d’y, t6i vira nhan dwoc birc thw nay.”
“Va bic the d6 du d¢¢€...”
“T6i mat tap trung! Phai, trong mot khodnh khéc.”
Ganimard c¢6 mit & d6. Ong ta t&i chirng kién viéc ban ddu gid chiéc

nhin. Ong ta chin mot ngwdi trong phong ban da'u gid lai, hoi: “Anh



chuyén birc thw kia cho 6ng Herschmann phai khong?”
“Vang.”
“Ai1 dwa n6 cho anh?”
“MOot phu nwe.”
“Co ta dau?”

“Co ta dau ay a?... Lic ndy c6 ta ng'di dwdi kia kia... ngwoi phu nie

deo tdim mang day.”
“Cotadirolu?”
“Véng, vira di xong.”

Ganimard v6i va ra ctra, trong thd'y nguoi phu nir dang xudng cau
thang. Ong ta cudng cudng dudi theo. Nhung ong ta bi vedng ddm dong &
161 vao toa nha. Khi 6ng ta ra dwore dé€n via he, ngwoi phu niv da bién mat.
Ong ta quay lai phong ban da'u gid, xdp lai ¢an Herschmann, ty giGi thiéu
minh va dat cdu hoi vé birc thw. Herschmann trao birc thw cho 6ng ta. Chi

c6 vai dong nguéch ngoac bing biit chi, nét chir xa la ddi v&i nha tw ban:

Vién kim cwong xanh ludn ludon dem dé&n ndi ba't hanh. Hay nhé t&i

Nam twdc d’Hautrec.

Tuy nhién, nhtrng thang tram cta vién kim cwong xanh chwa két thuc.
Maic du né da tré nén ndi ti€ng qua cdi chét cia Nam twdc d’Hautrec va
céc tinh ti€t dién ra & phong ban dau gid, nira nim sau né tham chi con ndi
tiéng hon ntra. Trong mua he ti€p theo d6, nir B4 twd'c Crozon bi cwdp mat

vién kim cwong danh ti€ng ma ba ta da phai ra't khé khan méi ¢6 dworce.



Hay d€'toi thudt lai vu viéc ay, vu viéc vai cdc tinh tié€t ly ky va ddy
kich tinh da khién ti't ca chiing ta ring minh h'6i hdp, ma gio day t6i dwgc
phép vén birc man bi mét 1én phén nao.

Buodi t61 ngay miing Mwoi thang Tam, khach khira ctia 6ng ba B4 twdc
Crozon tap trung trong phong khéch toa 1au dai nguy nga trong xudng vinh
Somme. D€ khach khira dugc tiéu khién, ba B4 twdc ty minh ng'6i choi
piano. Triede d6, ba ta thdo ti't cd cdc mon trang sirc ra, dat 1én chi€c ban
nho ké gan dan. Trong s& cdc mon trang stec ¢6 chi€c nhan von cia Nam

twdre d’Hautrec.

Mot ti€ng dong h'd sau, 6ng Ba twdc cling hidu hét khach khira riit lui,
trong s6 d6 ¢6 hai ngwoi em ho cuia 6ng ta va phu nhan de Réal, ban than
clia ba B4 tudc. Ba B4 twde van con & lai ciing 6ng Bleichen — lanh sy Ao

— va v¢r Ong nay.

Ho trd chuyén mot 14t. R'6i ba B4 twdre tat ngon dén 1&n dit trén chigc
ban ké gitra phong. Ciing ding lic &y, 6ng Bleichen tit hai ngon dén dit
trén dan piano. Béng t&i tam thoi bao phd. R'6i vién lanh sy thip nén 1én,
va ba nguoi di vé phong minh. Nhwng, ngay sau khi vé dé€n phong minh,
ba Ba twd'c nhé ra cac mon trang strc, 1i€n sai ¢d hau gai di 18y. C6 hiau géi
dem cdc moén trang sirc VE, dat 1én trén bé 10 swdi. Tuy nhién, ba B4 twdc
khong xem xét gi. Ngay hom sau, ba ta phat hién ra mot chi€c nhin da bi

ma't, d6 1a chi€c nhin gin vién kim cwong xanh.

Ba ta thdong bao v&i chdng, va, sau khi ban bac ki lwong, ho di dén két
luan ring chgng th& nghi cho ¢ hau gdi dwoe, ma ké pham toi 4t phai 1a

Bleichen.

Ong B4 twdc thong bao véi si quan phu trach d6n canh sét tinh ly



Amiens. Canh sit bit ddu mé mot cudc diéu tra va kin ddo gidm sat chiit

ché vién lanh sy Ao, dé phong Ong ta tau tdn chi€c nhan.

Céc tham t¢ gidm sdt xung quanh toa lau dai ca ngay 1an dém. Hai tuan
troi qua chéng c6 dién bién gi. R6i dng Bleichen thong bdo y dinh ra veé.
Ngay hdm d6, don kién 6ng ta chinh thirc dwgrc dé trinh. Cénh sat chinh
thirc kham xét hanh 1y ctia 6ng ta. Trong chi€c cdp nhd ma chia khéa cadp
dich than vién lanh sy luén luén dem bén minh, ngwei ta tim thdy mot chai

thud’c danh ring, va trong chai, ngwdi ta tim thi’y chiéc nhan.
Ba Bleichen nga't xiu. Con ch'dng ba ta bj bt git.

Ta't cd moi nguoi s€ khdong quén nhirng 101 bao chira ciia ngwoi dan
ong bi budc toi. Ong ta tuyén bd chiéc nhin 4t hin da bi B4 twée Crozon bd
vao d6 d€ tra thu. Ong ta néi: “Ong B4 twde 1a k& cuc stc, khién cho vor
Ong ta ra't ddi ba't hanh. Ba 4y da tham van y kién tdi, va tdi khuyén ba 4y
hay ly di. Bang cach ndo d6, 6ng B4 twdc nghe dwge chuyén nay, va de tra

thl, 6ng ta da 14’y chi€c nhan bd vao cidp cia toi.”

Vo chong 6ng Ba twde khang khiang budc toi 6ng Bleichen. Nhirng gi
ho trinh bay, nhtrng gi vién lanh sy trinh bay, ta't ca nghe déu hop 1y va cé
kha niang xay ra nhw nhau, cong ching phai ty lya chon. Nguwoi ta khong
phat hién dworc thong tin m&i nao khi€n can cin nghiéng di. Mot thang voi
bao nhiéu nhtrng don thoi, phdng doan, di€u tra, ma cheamg dem lai mot tia

sdng nao ca.

Mét mdi vi cang thang va tai ti€ng, lai khong th€ tim ra nhirng chirng c
can thiét d€ duy tri sy budc t6i do1 voi vién lanh sy, vor chdng 6ng Ba twde
6t cude phai di Paris moi mot tham t ¢6 kha nang thao g& vu viéce bi an

dang rdi nhi mé bong bong nay. Do d6 Ganimard xué't hién.



Trong b6n ngay, vién tham t& ky cwu luc soat ngdi nha twr tang trén
xudng dén tang dudi, xem xét tirng centimet da't, ¢ cac cudc trao doi dai
voi ¢6 hdu gdi, nguoi 1ai xe, toan the’ lam vweon, nhirng nhéan vién buu dién
quanh viing, ki€m tra nhirng can phong khach khira teng &. R'6i, mot budi
sang, Ong ta bi€n ma't ma chging cdo tir vor chong chii nha. Nhwng sau day

mot tuan, ho nhan dwoce birc dién voi ndi dung:

Xin 6ng ba hdy dén phong tra Nhat Ban, dwong Boissy d’Anglas,

ngay mai, thir Sau, lic nam gio’ chiéu.

GANIMARD

Nam gio’ chiéu thir Sau, chi€c xe hoi cia ho dwng trede s6° 9 dwong Boissy
d’Anglas. Vién thdm tir gia dang dirmg ch¢ trén via he. Ching néi ching
ring, 6ng ta dwa ho 1én t4ng hai ctia phong tra Nhat Ban. Tai mot cin
phong, ho gap hai ngwoi dan 6ng ma Ganimard gidi thiéu nhw sau:

“Pay la 6ng Gerbois, giang vién treong Cao dfmg Versailles, 6ng ba s€
nhé ra vu viéc dng &y bi Arséne Lupin 14’y ma't nira triéu. Ong Léonce
d’Hautrec, chdu trai, ngwoi thira ké” duy nha't cia Nam twde d’Hautrec.”

Mady phit sau, mot ngwoi ntra toi. B6 1a Dudouis, Tredng ban Tham ti,

va Ong ta c¢6 vé nhu dang hét strc byc bdi. Ong ta cidi chao, roi néi: “Nao,



lai ric roi gi, Ganimard? T6i nhan dworc loi nhén qua dién thoai cua anh dé

nghi to6i t&i ddy. C6 chuyén hé trong sao?”

“Vang, thwa s€p, ra't hé trong. Trong vong mot ti€ng dong h'6 nra, hai
vu dn gan day nha't ma tdi chiu trach nhi€m giai quyét s€ k&t thuc tai day.

Ddi véi toi, xem ra 1a khong thé thi€u sy hién dién cua sép dwoe.”

“Ca Dieuzy va Folenfant nira a? Lic nay vao, tdi d€'y tha'y bon ho dang

ding loanh quanh gén ctra.”
“Vang, thua s€p.”

“P&lam gi? Anh chuéh bj ti&€n hanh mdt cudc bat gilr 4, va anh mudn
trong giong cor mo lam viéc d6? Nao, Ganimard, t6i néng long dwoc nghe

anh trinh bay day.”

Ganimard lwong Iy mot chut, r'6i n6i vori muc dich rd rang 1a d€ gy an
tong cho dam thinh gia ctia minh: “DAu tién, t6i mudn tuyén bd rang 6ng
Bleichen khong lién quan gi t&i viée k& nao d6 da ddnh cip chiéc nhin.”

“O! O!” Dudouis th&t 1én. “Day 1a mot tuyén bd tdo bao va 13 mot
tuyén bd hét strc nghiém trong.”

“Va ong chi kham pha ra c¢6 thé& th6i?” Ba twdc Crozon hoi.

“Hoan toan chang phai 1a chi c6 th&”. Ngay thir hai sau vu trém, ba trong
s& nhitng ngwdi khach ctia dng di di bang xe hoi tdi tin Crécy. Hai ngudi
trong s& bon ho dé€n tham quan bai chién treong noi ti€ng, ngwoi thir ba
vdi va ghé buru dién, gri di mot chiéc hop nhd c6 cot day va gin xi theo

nhw quy dinh, v&i gid tri dwge khai 1a mét tram franc.”

“T6i khong thiy dieu gi la ling ca.” Ong B4 twdc néi.



“Ong c6 1& s& tha’y la lang khi t6i bio d& ong biét ring ngudi thit ba
nay, thay vi dung tén thit ctia co ta, da gwri chi€c hop di dwdi cdi tén
Rousseau, va ngwoi nhan, mot 6ng Beloux nao d6 & Paris, da ngay 14p tirc
thay doi noi cw trd sau khi nhan dwore chi€c hop, hay néi cach khac, sau khi

nhan dwoc chi€c nhin.”
“T6i cho la 6ng am chi mot trong hai ngwoi em ho t6i, d’Andelle.”
“Khong. Ganimard dép.
“The  thi, phu nhan de Réal chang?”
“Phai.”
“Ong budc t0i ban tdi, phu nhan de Réal?” Ba Ba twdc kéu 1én, sirng
sOt, bang hoang.

“Thwa ba, tdi muon dwoc hoi ba mot cau.” Ganimard noéi. “Phu nhan de

Réal c6 mit khi ba mua chiéc nhan khong?”

“C6, c6 diéu chiing t6i khong di v&i nhau.”

“C6 ta ¢6 khuyén ba mua chi€c nhin khong?”

Ba B4 twdc nghi ngoii mot lat, r'oi néi: “Phai, ¢6 8y 1a ngwoi dé cip toi
tredc...”

“Thwa ba, cam on ba. Cau tra 1o ciia ba da xac nhéan thye t& phu nhan
de Réal 1a ngu¢i d€ cap t&i chi€c nhin trede, va 12 ngwedi khuyén ba mua.”

“Nhwng, theo tdi danh gid, ban t6i hoan toan khong th€... cé kha nang
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mua.

“Xin 13, thra ba B4 twdrce, toi xin phép nhic nhé ba rang, theo thong tin

bdo chi ddng tai, phu nhan de Réal chi 1a mdt ngwdi quen so so' chi chang



phai mot ngwoi ban than thiét ciia ba. Muia ddng nidm ngodi ba méi gép cod
ta Ian dau tién. Bay gio, téi ¢6 the chirng minh moi diéu c6 ta ndi v&i ba vé
ban than co6 ta, vé cudc sdng da qua, vé ho hang nay kia, déu hoan toan la
gia d61i. Phu nhan Blanche de Réal thyc t€ khong t0n tai tredrc khi gdp ba
va gior day cling khong con ton tai nira.”

“Qi chao!”

“Qi chao?” Ganimard dép lai.

“Cau chuyén cta 6ng la cau chuyén ra't la ling.” Ba Ba twdc nodi.
“Nhung né chging gin k&t v&i vu viéc cta chiing tdi. N&u phu nhan de Réal
12 ngudi ddnh cip chiéc nhin, 6ng gidi thich th& ndo cdi thyc &8 né dwoc
tim tha’y trong chai thudc danh rang cta 6ng Bleichen? Ba't cir ké nao da
hao tAm t&n trf 17éu linh d4nh cip vién kim cwong xanh chic chén sé giir
né. Ong néi gi vé viée d6?”

“Khong phai t6i ma la phu nhan de Réal s€ trd 1oi cdu hoi nay.”

“O! Thé thi c6 &y ¢ ton tai d&y chir!”

“Co ta vira c6 vira khong £6n tai. T6i s& gidi thich ngin gon. Ba ngay
tredre, trong khi doc bdo, toi li€c so’ qua danh sach khach t&i nghi & cac
khéach san vung Trouville, va td6i doc dwgc dong chu: Khdch san
Beaurivage, phu nhdn de Réal... T6i ngay 14p tiec di Trouville, phdng van
ngwoi chi khach san. Tw ol m6 ta va nhirng thong tin khac ma ngwoi chd
khéach san cung c&p, t6i k&t luan rang cd ta dich thi 1a phu nhan de Réal tdi
dang tim ki€m. Nhwng ¢6 ta da roii khdi da’y r'oi, co ta khai dia chi & Paris
la s& 3 dwong Colisée. HoOm kia, t6i dé€n dia chi d6, dworc biét khong ¢6
ngwoi nao 1a phu nhan de Réal, nhwng ¢6 mot ngwoi 1a co Réal, s6ng trén

tang ba, 1am nghé moi gidi kim cwong, thwdng xuyén di ving. Co ta vira



vé dém hom tred'c. HOm qua, t6i goi dién cho co ta, va, bﬁng tén gia, toi dé
nghi cb ta lam trung gian ban kim cwvong cho may ngwoi ban giau cé cia
to1. CO ta s€ d€n day gap to61 hom nay.”

“Cai gi? Ong nghi co ta s& dén?”

“Vang, lic ndm reoi.”

“C)ng chéc chdn d6 1a co ta ch®?”

“Phu nhan de Réal da c6 mat tai lau dai Crozon 2y a? Pwong nhién. Toi
nim trong tay nhitng chitng cir #ay thuyé&t phuc. Nhung, yén nao! T6i nghe
tha’y tin hi€u cua Folenfant.”

C6 ti€ng huyt sdo. Ganimard voi va dirng day.

“Hanh dOng thoi nao. Ong ba Crozon, lam on sang phong bén canh. Ca
Ong, dng d’Hautrec va 6ng, 6ng Gerbois. Ctra thong phong sé van mé, khi
toi danh tin hiéu, cac vi hay buwdc ra. Con sé€p, s€p ti't nhién sé & lai ngoai
nay.”

“Chung ta c6 the'bi nhirng khach khac qué’y ray.” Dudouis ndi.

“Khong. Phong tra nay m&i mé, va chi phong tra 1a ban t6i. Ong ay s€
khong d€ cho ai qui’y ray ching ta, trir Ti€u thv Téc vang.”

“Tiéu thw Téc vang! Y anh 1a gi?”

“Phai, chinh Tiéu thr Téc vang, thwra s€p, vira 1a ban vira 1a tong pham
cua Arsene Lupin, Ti€u thw Téc vang bi an ma t6i dang ndm trong tay
nhirng chirng ctr thuyét phuc, nhung, thém vao d6, toi muén co ta phai doi
chat v&i tat ca nhirng nguoi da bi ¢6 ta an cudp.”

Ganimard nhin ra qua ctra soO.



“T6i trong thay ¢ ta roi. Bay gio’ c¢o ta dang di qua ctra. Co ta s€ khong
tau thoat dwore, Folenfant va Dieuzy dang gac ngoai ctra... Thua sé€p, rot

cuoc thi Tiéu thu Téc vang s& bi bét!”

Lat sau, mOt phu ntt xud't hién & trén ngwong cira. Co ta cao dong dong,
da tring non na, téc vang éng 4. Ganimard run 1én phan khich. Ong ta
chiing th& nhic nhich, ciing ching that dwoc 16 ndo. C6 ta kia, trude mit
ong ta, tly thudc 6ng ta dinh doat! Mdt chién thing méi ngoan muc 1am
sao! Mot sy trd thi méi xtrng ddng 1am sao! P'ong thoi, chién thing d6
ciing dé dang t&i mire 6ng ta ty hoi liéu Ti€u the Téc vang c6 lai tudt khoi
nhitng ngén tay 6ng ta bang mdt trong cdc phép mau vén van thwong xuyén
xud't hién d€ két thic mdi ky tich tdo bao cia Arséne Lupin? CO ta chuwa
bwdc ra xa khoi ctra, ngac nhién vi ché?ing ai n6i gi. Co ta dwa mat nhin xung

quanh, khong hé t6 vé nghi ngo hay e so.

“C0 ta s€ trOn thoat nay! C0 ta s€ bi€n ma't nay!” Ganimard nghi.

R'0i dng ta ¢ gidng dirng dwore vao gitra co ta va cira. Co ta quay ngudi
bd di.

“Khong, khong!” Ganimard néi. “Tai sao c¢6 bo di?”

“Thwa 6ng, t6i thyc sy khong hi€u thé nay nghia la thé" nao. Toi xin
phép.”

“Thwa c6, khdng c6 1y do gi khi€n cd phai bo di, va cé nhirng 1y do ra't
xac dang d€ co6 phai o lai.”

“Nhung...”

“V0 ich thoi, thwra c6. C6 khong di dwoc.”

Co ta run ray ng6i xudng chi€c gh&’ dwa, lap bap: “Ong mudn gi?”



Ganimard da thing tran va bit dwoc Tiéu thu Téc vang. Ong ta néi:
“T6i xin phép gidi thiéu ngudi ban liic trwede téi nhic t&i, nguwdi ¢ ¥ mudn
mua vai vién kim cwong. Co c6 dem dé€n s kim cwworng ¢ hen dem...”

“Khoéng... khong, t6i khong biét. T6i khong nho gi.”

“Nao! C6 xd¢ lai tri nh¢ di! Mot ngwoi quen cia ¢6 ¢6 y dinh gii cho
cd mot vién da mau... Mot vién dd giong vién kim cwong xanh. T6i vira
cwoi to vira néi. Va ¢6 dap: Chinh xdc, t6i hy vong nhdn dwoc diing thie

ong mudn. Co nhé chr?”

Co ta khong tra 1ovi. Chiéc tdi nhd cd ta dang cam roi xudng da't. Co ta

ha’p tap nhat 1€n, giwr chat 1ay nd. Hai ban tay c6 ta run run.

“Nao!” Ganimard néi. “T6i thay la c6 khdng tin twdng ching toi, phu

nhan de Réal. T6i s€ lam guwong trwedc, bang cach cho cd xem t6i ¢6 gi.”

Ganimard 18y tw vi cia 6ng ta ra mot géi gid'y, mé goi gid'y, d€'10 mot

mon toc.

“Pay 1a moén téc bi Nam twdc d’Hautrec giat khoi dau Antoinette
Bréhat, ma t61 da phat hi€n dworc trong ban tay nim chit cda cdi xac. Téi da
dwa n6 cho ¢6 Gerbois xem, c6 ay kh:flng dinh mau cua né gidong hét mau
toc cua Tieu thw Toc vang. Hon ntra, mau ctia né gidong hét mau téc cia
co.”

C6 Réal hoang mang nhin Ganimard, nhw th€’ khong hiéu noi 6ng ta
dang mudn néi gi. Ong ta tiép tuc: “Va ddy 1a hai lo nwéc hoa, tuy chglng
con nhan cling nhw chflng con ti nwdrc hoa nao, nhwng hrong thom trong 1o

van di d€ c6 Gerbois nhin ra d6 1a loai niedrc hoa Ti€u thw Téc vang, ban

d'6ng hanh ctia ¢6 4%y trong hai tuan 1€, da dung. Mot trong hai cdi 1o nay



dworc tim thd’y trong can phong danh cho phu nhan de Réal tai lau dai
Crozon, lo kia dwgec tim tha@y trong can phong c6 lvu lai tai khach san

Beaurivage.”
“Ong bdo sao cor a?... Tieu thw Téc vang... lau dai Crozon...”

Vién thdm ti khong tra 16i. Ong ta 13’y tr tiii 4o khodc ra va dit 1én trén

ban bon to’ gid'y nhd, to no canh to kia.

“Toi c6 & day, trén bdn tor gid'y ndy, cac mau chi viét tay khdc nhau.
Thir nha't la chir viét tay cia Antoinette Bréhat. Thir hai l1a chir cia nguoi
phu nit da gtti 1o nhin cho dng Herschmann tai budi ban da'u gid vién kim
cwong xanh. Thir ba 1a chir ciia phu nhan de Réal, viét trong khi Iwu lai tai
l1au dai Crozon. Thix tw 1a chir cta cd, thwa cd... ghi tén va dia chi cda co,
ma cO dwa cho ngwoi phu khuin vac & khach san Beaurivage. Bay gio’, hay
so sdnh bo'n mau chir viét tay nay. Ching giodng hét nhau.”

“Chuyén vo ly gi vay? Thua 0ng, t6i thwe sy khong hi€u. The nay nghia
la thé’ nao a?”

“Thwa c6!” Ganimard thdt 1€n. “N6 c6 nghia 1a Ti€u thw Toc vang,
ngudi vira 12 ban vira 12 tdng pham ctia Arséne Lupin, ching phai ai khac
ngoai cd, c6 Réal a.”

Ganimard sang ciin phong bén canh va tré lai ciing éng Gerbois. Ong ta
dwa 6ng Gerbois t&i trede mit cd Réal, néi: “Ong Gerbois, ddy c6 phai
ngwdi phu nit d bit céc con gdi dng, ngwdi phu nit 6ng di gip tai nha 6ng
Detinan khong?”

“Khong.”

Ganimard ngac nhién t&i mirc ma't mot ldc khong thd't dwore 101 nao.



ROt cudc, ong ta ndi: “Khong w? Ong nham ro61.”

“To1 khong nham. Co day toc vang, ding the’, va vé mat do thi giong
voi Ti€u the Téc vang, nhung vE tit ca cac mat khac thi ¢6 &y hoan toan
chang gidong.”

“T6i chang tai nao ma tin dwore. Ong han nham r'6i.” Ganimard moi cac
nhan chirng khéc ra.

“Ong d’Hautrec.” Ong ta néi. “Ong c6 nhin ra Antoinette Bréhat
khong?”

“Khong, ngwoi nay khong phai ngwoi t6i da gdp ¢ nha bac t6i.”
“Ngwoi phu nir nay khong phai phu nhan de Réal.” Ba twdc Crozon
khéng dinh.

D6 1a phép thir cudi cung. Ganimard bi d¢ bep, bi chon vii trong chinh
déng do nat cda cdi cong trinh ma 6ng ta da dung 1€n v&i biét bao nhiéu
chic chin va cah trong. Sy kiéu hinh & 6ng ta bi ha nhuc, tinh than 6ng ta

suy sup, b&i sirc manh ctia ci d@'m ba't ngo’ nay.

Dudouis dirng diy, noi: “Thua ¢, ching toi xin 16i ¢6 vi sy nham 14n
déng tiéc. Nhung, k& tir lic c6 dén ddy, toi €'y tha’y rang cd & trong tam
trang bo1 o1, cang th?ing. C6 chuyén gi d6 lam ¢ lo lang, liéu t6i ¢6 the hodi
l1a chuyén gi khong?”

“Troi o1, thwa 6ng, t6i s¢. Toi dem theo trong chiéc tii nay sd kim
cwong tri gid mot tram ngan franc, ma cung cach cia ngwoi ban 6ng kha
dang ngo.”

“Nhung cd thwong xuyén di vang khdi Paris. C6 gidi thich viéc d6 ra

sao?”



“T6i thwong xuyén dén cdc thanh phd’ khéac vi chuyén lam dn budn ban.
Vay thoi.”

Dudouis chéng con gi d&€ hdi nira. Ong ta quay sang thudc cip, néi:
“Ganimard, viéc diéu tra cia anh ra't thi€n cin, va cach anh doi x& voi co
day thyc sy dang trach. Ngay mai, anh hdy t&i van phong t6i gidi thich

nhé.”

Cudc tham van k€t thic, Dudouis dang chuan bi roi khoi phong thi mot

tinh huéng ra't dang khé chiu xay ra.

Co Réal quay sang Ganimard, néi: “Theo t6i hieu, 6ng 1a 6ng

Ganimard. C6 ding khong a?”
“Vang.”

“Thé& thi, birc thr nay it hin gri cho Ong. Sdng hom nay tdi nhan dwgc
n6. Phong bi d€ Giri 6ng Justin Ganimard, nho c¢é Réal chuyén giup. Toi da
nghi né la mot tro dua, vi téi khong biét 6ng mang tén do, nhwng c6 vé

ngwoi viét the an danh bié€t cudc gdp go gitra ching ta.”

Ganimard ¢6 y mudn nhét birc thw vao tii 4o, chwa doc voi. Tuy nhién,
ong ta chéng dam lam vay tredre sy hién dién cia cap trén. Nén Ong ta danh
mo phong bi, 187y birc thw ra doc thanh ti€ng, nhwng giong 1i nhi gan nhw

khong nghe dworc:

Ngay xtra ngay xwa, c6 mot Ti€u thw Téc vang, mot Lupin va mot
Ganimard. Liic b’y gio’, Ganimard xau xa ludn ludn ¢6 cac y d6
doc dc d61 voi Ti€u the Toc vang, con Lupin t6t bung 1a ban va la
nguroi che chd, bdo vé hang. Khi Lupin t6t bung wdc mong nang

tré thanh ban cia nir B4 twd'c Crozon, chang khodc cdi tén phu nhan



de Réal l1én nang, nghe gan gidng tén mot phu ntr [am ngh€ moi
gi¢i kim cwrong, mot phu nit cling da trng téc vang. Va Lupin tot
bung ty nhu: Néu Ganimard xau xa c¢6 T'an theo dwore dau vét Ti€u
the T6c vang, s€ hiru ich néu 130 bi hwdng sang ngwoi phu ni 1am
ngh€ moi gidi kim cwong lwong thién kia. Sy @€ phong khon ngoan
da mang lai k&t qua nhr mong doi. Vai dong ngin ngti gt t&i tor
bdo Ganimard x&u xa hay doc, 1o nwdc hoa dwoe Ti€u the Téc vang
dich thyc c6'y bd quén trong khach san Beauricage, tén va dia chi
ctia ¢6 Réal dwore Tieu the Toc vang dich thwe ghi vao so ctia khach
san, nhirng 14 bai dwg'ec ném xudng. Ganimard, 130 nghi gi vé cac
chi tiét 4y? Ta mudn néi v&i 13o chan tweéng cia vu viée, biét ring
130 s€ 1a ngwoi ddu tién pha ra cwoi. Thye t€, n6 hét siec budn cwoi,
ma ta da cam thd’y ra't thich thd.

Ban than mén, hdy nhin 147y 1o chiic t6t dep nha't cia ta, va cho ta

gtri loi chao trin trong t&i ngai Dudouis dang kinh.

ARSENE LUPIN

“Han ludn ludn biét tat cd.” Ganimard fAm bam, c6 diéu dng ta khdng
tha'y budn cudi nhrr Lupin dy dodn. “Hén thAm chi biét nhirng diéu toi
chwra bao gio néi v&i ai. Bing cdch nio ma hén biét toi s& moi s&p dén day,
ha sép? Bang cdch nio ma hén biét tdi dd phat hién ra lo nwde hoa thir

nha't? Bang c4ch nao ma hin tim hi€u dwoc nhitng thong tin kia?”

Ganimard gidm chan, vo d4u bttt toc trong ndi tha't vong tran tré.
Dudouis cam tha’y t0i nghi€p cho 0ng ta, néi: “Thdi, Ganimard, khong hé

gi. L'An sau hdy c& ging lam t6t hon.”

R6i Dudouis cling ¢6 Réal roi khdi phong.



Trong vong muwoi phiit ti€p theo, Ganimard doc di doc lai bire thw ctia
Arsene Lupin. Vo chong Ba twdc Crozon, 6ng d’Hautrec va 6ng Gerbois
thi s6i n6i ban bac & mot géc. Cudi cung, dng Ba twdc tién dén chd vién
thdm t&, néi: “Thua Ong kinh mén, sau cudc diéu tra ciia Ong, ching ta van

chwa ti€n dén gan sy that hon lic truedc.”

“Xin 101, nhung cudc diéu tra cta toi da xdc minh nhirng diéu sau: Ti€u
thw Toc vang 1a nhan vat nir chinh bi an trong cac vu viéc nay, va Arsene

Lupin 1a k& dao dién.”

“Nhurng thyce t€” do chéng lam sdng to6 dworc gi. Thyc t€, ching khién
tinh hinh con tré nén mit mit hon. Tiéu thw Téc vang giét ngwdi nham doat
187y vién kim crong xanh, tuy nhién c6 ta lai chwa doat 187y n6. Ti€p theo,
cd ta ddnh cip né, r'oi lai ttr bd né bang cach bi mat dwa cho mot doi twong

khéc. Ong giai thich cdch hanh x la ling ciia c6 ta nhw thé nao?”
“T6i khong gidi thich dwoe.”
“Puwong nhién. Nhwng, ¢6 1€, mdt nguoi khac ¢ the giai thich dworce.”
“A1?”
Ong B4 twdec con do duw, nén ba B4 twde thang thédn ddp: “Ngoai ong,
chi ¢6 duy nha't mot nguoi ¢6 the bude 1én vii dai dd'u véi Arséne Lupin va

chién thing hén. Liéu 6ng c6 phan ddi viéc ching tdi moi Herlock Sholmeés

tham gia vao vy an nay khong?”



Cau hoi khién Ganimard phat ¥, nhung 6ng ta cling danh 1ip bip dap:
“Khong... chi cé diéu... tdi khong hicu...”

“P¢ t6i giai thich. Toi ra't khé chiu trede toan bd sy bi an nay. Toi
mudn né dwoc 1am sang td. Ong Gerbois va dng d’Hautrec cling mudn thé.
Ching t6i thd'ng nhad't moi vién tham t¢ Anh qudc danh tiéng 13y ling kia.”

“Thwa ba, ba da ddng.” Ganimard dap, voi sy trung kién khién ong ta
xtrng dang dwoc ton trong. “Ba da ding. Ganimard gia nua khdng chién
thing Arséne Lupin dwoce. Nhung liéu Herlock Sholmés c6 chién thing
dwoc khong? Toi hy vong vao diéu nay, vi tdi von van hét sirc ngedng md

ong Ay. Tuy nhién... diéu nay 1a ba't kha.”

“Ong mudn néi 6ng Ay s& tha't bai w?”

“DP6 1a y ki€n cua t6i. Toi co the thay trede két qua cudc dd'u tay doi
gitra Herlock Sholmes va Arséne Lupin. Vién tham tit Anh quéc s€ thua

tran.”

“Nhung du gi thi chiing t6i cling van trong cdy dwoc vao sy gitp do cla

ong ch?”

“Piing th&’, thwra ba. T6i sé sin 1ong hd tro’ 6ng Sholmes bing moi cich

c6 the.”
“Ong biét dia chi ciia 6ng &y chir?”

“Vang, s6 219 phd Parker.”



Budi chiéu hom dé, 6ng ba Crozon rit lai loi bude t6i doi voi dng

Bleichen, va m6t birc the chung dwore giri di cho Herlock Sholmés.



°IB

3. Herlock Sholmes khai chién

6
‘ hwa, 6ng mudn goi gi?”

“Gi cling dwoe.” Arséne Lupin ddp, nhw mét ké khdng bao gio ban
khoan dén ti€u ti€t cia btra an. “Anh mudn mang ra gi cling dwore, trur thit

voi reou.”
Nguwoi boi ban khinh khinh buwdre di.
“Céi gi? Van dn chay sao?” T6i kéu 1én.
“Hon bao gior hét.” Lupin dép.
“Vi s¢& thich, ni€ém tin, hay théi quen?”
“Vi van d@é vé sinh.”
“Anh khong bao gio’ phd 1€ a?”

“O! C6 chir... khi tdi dang an tdi & nha hang... va mudn tranh bj coi la

ké ky cuc.”



Chiing t6i 4n t6i gan ga Xe Itra mién Béc, tai mot nha hang do Arséne
Lupin chon moi t6i. Thueong thwong, anh ta s€ danh dién hen t6i toi gap tai
mot nha hang khong ma’y ti€ng tam nao dad’y, noi ching t6i cé the thwdng
thirc mot bira t&i ém 4, dwgc phuc vu chu ddo, va ludén ludn thi vi vi toi s€
dwoc nghe anh ta thuat lai mot cau chuyén phiéu lwu nao da’y t6i chwa dwoc

nghe bao gio.

Vao budi tdi dic biét d6, anh ta td ra s6i noi hoat bat hon binh thuwong.
Anh ta cuoi to va dua bon voi s hao hirng vo tw Iy, voi sy mia mai tinh té&
quen thudc ¢ anh ta, mdt sy mia mai nhe nhang, tw nhién, hoan toan khong
c6 chit ac ddc gi ca. That thich thu dwoe tha'y anh ta dang trong nhirng lic
vui vé nhw th&’, va t6i khong cweong lai n6i ¥ mudn ndi voi anh ta diéu nay.

“A! Phai.” Anh ta thot 1én. “C6 nhitng ngy toi tha'y cudc doi twoi tin
rang r&’ y nhw budi sdng mua xuén, ldc &y thi cudc doi dodi voi téi xem ra la
mot kho bau vo tin tdi khong bao gio xai hét. Tuy nhién, Chia biét tdi von

',,

sOng ba't can

“Co6 I€ 1a qua ba't can.”

“A! Nhwng toi bdo cho anh biét, cai kho bau &y 1a vo tan. To6i ¢6 the
phung phi né. Té6i ¢6 th€ vung tudi tré va siec manh cua téi vao bén phwong
troi muwoi phwong dat, d€roi toi lai dwoc tré trung hon, manh mé hon.
Chuwa k€'1a cudc s6ng cua tdi thd vi nhw thé?... Néu woc ao, toi c6 the woc
ao tré thanh mot ngwoi nhw thé nao?... Nha huing bién, nha san xua't, hay
chinh trj gia... Nhung, t6i xin cam doan vé&i anh, toi s& ching bao gid ¢6
mot ao wde nhw vay. Arséne Lupin, d6 1a tdi. Arséne Lupin, d6 ludén ludn la
toi. Toi da tim ki€m ma tim ki€m khong ra trong lich st mdt cai nghé bi

dwoc v&i cdi nghé cua toi, mot cudc song manh liét hon, phong phi hon.



Napoléon v? Vang, c6 I€... Nhung Napoléon, khi sy nghi€p cua 6ng ta da
sip stra di d&n h'oi két, khi ca chau Au dang cd géng tiéu diét éng ta, vao
budi dém treéc mdi tran danh, 6ng ta déu ty hdi minh rang liéu day cé phai

la tran danh cudi cung ctia minh hay khong.”
Anh ta dang nghi€ém tic chang? Hay anh ta dang dua cot?

Anh ta cang néi lai cang hang hdi. “Sw nguy hi€m, anh ¢6 hi¢u khong,
no 1a td't cad moi thr xung quanh minh. Cai cam giac thwong xuyén, lién tuc
veé sy nguy hiem! Khi anh hit 18’y khong khi, anh hit 18y nd, anh danh hoii
thd’y né trong mdi mot con gié nhe thodng qua, anh phat hién ra né trong
mdi mot ti€ng dong la khac thwong. Va, & gitta cudng phong, van phai
binh tinh, dtrng nghiéng nga loang choang. Bang khong, anh thua. Trén doi
nay, duy nha't mdt cam gidc c6 th€ so sanh dwore voi cdi cam giac ay: D6 1a
cam giac ctia nguoi 1di xe trong mdt cudc dua xe hoi. Nhieng mot cudc dua
xe hoi chi kéo dai vai ti€ng dong h'6, con cudc dua ctia toi kéo dai cho t&i
luc chét!”

“Hinh dnh m&i an twong lam sao!” Téi kéu 1én. “Va anh mudn tbi cho

la anh khong ¢6 1y do dac biét gi d€ lwa chon cudc doi ddy hirng thd Ay ?”

“Nao.” Anh ta mim cwoi, néi. “Anh la nha tim 1y hoc khén ngoan. Anh

hay tu tim hiéu 18Yy.”

Anh ta rét cho minh mét cdc nwdc, udng hét, roi néi: “Anh doc tor

Tho'i dai s6 ra ngay hom nay chwa?”
“Chwa.”

“Herlock Sholmes da vwot eo bi€n Manche h'di chiéu, va da dén Paris

khoang chirng ldc sau gio.”



“Quy tha ma bit! Ong ta d&n vé&i muyc dich gi?”

“Mot chuyé&n di ngin ngti theo 1¢i dé nghij ctia 6ng ba B4 twdc Crozon,
ong Gerbois va chdu trai Nam twdc d’Hautrec. Bon ho gdp 6ng ta tai ga Xe
Itta mién Béc, dwa 6ng ta t&i gip Ganimard, va, vao liic ndy, sdu ngwdi bon

ho dang hoi y v&i nhau day.”

Maic du thadm tAm cye ky mudn, t6i chwra trng ddm danh bao cha't van
Arséne Lupin vé bat ctr hoat ddng gi trong cudc s6ng riéng cla anh ta, trir
phi anh ta tir @& cap t&i truedre. Cho t&i lic by gicr, tén anh ta chwa bi gén
voi vu vién kim crong xanh, it ra 1a mét cach chinh thirc. Do d6, t6i danh
kién nhin nén sy td mo lai. Anh ta tiép tuc néi: “To Thoi dai cOn ding bai
phong van 6ng ban Ganimard than mén cua t6i, ma theo 6ng ta thi mot
Tieu the Téc vang nao d6, ban be cua toi, han 13 da sat hai Nam twdc
d’Hautrec ciing nhw da cd” gdng dn cudp chiéc nhin ndi tiehg tir ba Crozon.

Anh nghi sao? Ong ta budc t0i tdi da chi mwu thye hi€n nhirng vy 4n ay!”

Toi chaalng theé’ kim lai mot thoang rung minh. D6 ¢6 phai la sy thue
khong? Liéu toi c6 bit budc phai nghi cdi nghé trdom dao clia anh ta, céi
phong céach sdng cda anh ta, cdi k€t qua logic cia mot cudc doi nhw the', da
day ngwoi dan 6ng nay vao nhirng tdi 4c nghiém trong hon, bao g6m ca
giét nguoi? To6i nhin anh ta. Anh ta that 1a diém tinh, va 4nh mat anh ta that
1a boc tree! T6i quan sat d6i ban tay anh ta: Poi ban tay dwoc tao thanh tw
mot chi€c khudn qua ddi thanh td, nhirng ngén tay thon dai, chfmg theé’ lam

hai ai, that thé&’... d6i ban tay ctia mot ngh¢ si.
“Ganimard ct ¢6 céac y nghi hoang dwong.” Toi néi.

“Khong, khong!” Lupin phéan d6i. “Ganimard ciing thong minh, va, doi

khi, cling gan nhw mang lai cdm hing.”



“Mang lai caAm hirng!”

“Vang. Vi dy, bai trd loi phong van 1a mot chién thuat tai tinh. Thi
nha't, 6ng ta thong bdo viéc doi thi ngwdi Anh clia dng ta sang diy nham
muc dich d€ t6i sdn sang canh gidc va d€ nhiém vu dwoc giao vao tay doi
tht ctia Sholmes trd nén kho khan hon. Thi hai, 6ng ta chi ra chinh xac
Ong ta da giai quy€t cong viéc dwgrc dé€n dau roi, d€ Sholmes khong the
nhén ti€ng t6't cho nhirng gi Ganimard lam. D6 1a sy tin dung co’ hoi hi¢u

qua trong mot cudc chi€n.”

“Bat luin thé& nao, anh cling phai dwong dau v&i hai ké thii, ma hai ké

thit m&i nguy hi€m lam sao ch?”
“O! Mot trong hai ké chaalng dang quan tam.”
“Con ké kia?”

“Sholmes w? O! Tai xin thi thye ring 6ng ta 1A mot ddi thi xirng dang
da’y, va né gidi thich cho tdm trang vui vé cla tdi ldc nay. Thi nha't, d6 1a
van dé ty trong, t6i hai l1ong tha’y bon ho coi t6i 1a d6i twong xing dang d€
vién thdm t& Anh qudc danh ti€ng l1ay Iteng phai quan tAm. Tiép theo, hay
hinh dung xem mot ngwoi nhw tdi cadm thdy thich thi thé nao tredc ¥ nghi
dwoc dd'u tay doi voi Herlock Sholmeés. Nhwng t6i s€ phai chién da'u hét
strc minh, 6ng ta tai gidi va sé quyét liét gianh tirng tad'c da't day.”

“Vay anh coi Ong ta la d6i thi ndng ky?”

“Phai. T6i nghi, v&i vai tro mot tham tix, 6ng ta chwa gap ai ngang sirc
ngang tai bao gio. Nhwng t6i ¢6 lgi thé hon Ong ta, dng ta 1a ngwoi tin
cong, con toi thi chi tw vé. Nhiém vu clia t6i dé dang hon. V4 lai, cdch ddnh

ctia Ong ta d6i voi tdi da quen thude, trong khi 6ng ta chwa bi€t cach danh



clia toi. TOi s€ sdn sang gid ra vai thi doan mdi, d€ dau 6¢ 6ng ta cé viée
ma lam.”

Anh ta vira khe khé€ gd nhirng ngdn tay 1én ban vira n6i ma’y cau sau
day voi vé cuc ky thich thd: “Arséne Lupin dd'u véi Herlock Sholmes. ..
Nuwdc Phap ddu voi nwde Anh... R6t cude, tran Trafalgar® sé€ dwoc phuc
thi.... A! Lo ddng ghét... 130 ching ngd ta da chuéh bj tinh than... mot

Lupin da c6 sy d€ phong...”

Anh ta d6t ng6t ngueng lai, ho rli regri mot con. Anh ta 18y chi€c khan

in che mit, nhw the€ ¢6 cdi gi d6 tic trong ¢d hong anh ta.

“Nghen banh mi a?” Téi hodi. “Ubng chiit nwdc xem.”

“Khong, khong phai.” Anh ta ddp, giong nghet nghet. “Vay la lam sao?”

“Thi€u khong khi.”

“Anh mu6én m¢ ctra s khong?”

“Khong, t61 ra ngoai day. Pwa cho t61 mu va 4o khoac, nhanh 1€n! T61
phai di.”

“Co6 van de gi the?”

“Hai nguoi vira vao ddy... Hay nhin cédi ngwoi cao hon dy... Bay gio,
khi ching ta di ra ngoai, hay nh¢ di bén tay tréi toi, d€ 6ng ta khong trong
tha'y t6i.”

“Cai ngwoi ng'di ding sau anh w?”

“Phai. T6i s€ giai thich voi anh, ngoai kia.”

“Ai1 thé?”
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“Herlock Sholmes.”

Anh ta phdi ¢ ging 1dm d€ git sw tir chil, nhwr the anh ta xA'u hd vi da
qué xdc dong. Anh ta dit chi€c khin &n lai chd cii, udng mot cdc nwde, va
sau khi d4 hoan toan trdn tinh, anh ta mim cwoi néi voi toi: “That la 1a toi

lai d& dang bj xiic dong d&n th&’, nhung viéc bat ngo’ trong thi'y dng ta...”

“Anh ¢4 gi ma phai s¢? Chéng ai nhén ra anh dworc, vi anh thay hinh
ddi dang ludn ludn. Mdi Tan tdi gdp anh, toi thd'y gwrong mit anh dwong

nhuw lai khéac, chaamg quen thudc chut nao. T61 khong bi€t tai sao anh s¢.”

“Nhwng 6ng ta s& nhan ra t6i.” Lupin néi. “Ong ta mé&i gip t6i duy nha't
mot [an. Tuy nhi€n, I4an d6, 6ng ta da chup anh tdi trong dau, khong phai
chup hinh thirc bén ngoai ctia t6i ma la chinh phan h'6n cta t6i &y, khong
phai nhirng gi t6i td ra ma la chinh con nguoi toi. Anh ¢é hi€u khéng? Va

roi... varoi... toi dau co nghi s€ gdp ong ta tai day... Mot cudc cham tran

mai la lung lam sao!... Trong cdi nha hang bé nhd nay...”
“Cha, chung ta ra ngoai nhé?”
“Chuwa, chwa phéi bay gio’.” Lupin noi.
“Anh dang dinh lam gi?”

“Td't hon hét 1a hanh dong mot cach thealng than... tin twdng & ong ta...
trong cay vao Ong ta...”

“Anh s€ khéng néi chuyén v&i 6ng ta chr?”

“Tai sao khong? Nhuw thé” sé dem dén thuan lgii cho t6i, tim hi€u xem
Ong ta bi€t gi, va c6 1€ ca viéc Ong ta nghi gi. Liic nay, tdi cam thady 6ng ta
dang chim chim nhin vao gdy va vai toi, dng ta dang c& ging nhé xem 6ng

ta tng trong tha’y ching & dau roéi.”



Anh ta nghi nggri mot 1at. T61 quan sat khée moi anh ta nhéch mot céi
cwoi hi€m doc, roi, tdi nghi vi mét y thich ba't chot xua't phat tw ban tinh
b&c ddng chit ching phai vi hoan canh bt budc, anh ta dimg diy, xoay
ngudi lai, cii chio véi diéu bd vui ming, néi: “Sy tinh ¢ may méan nao
day? Oi! T6i sung swdng qué vi dwoc gip ong. Cho phép t6i gidi thidu mot

ngwoi ban caa toi.”

Vién thdm t&¢ Anh qudc thoang bdi r6i, roi dng ta cé cir chi y nhw dinh
tém 14’y Arséne Lupin. Anh ta 1ic d4u, néi: “Nhuw thé s& khong cong bing.
Hon ntra, hanh dong dé sé 1a mot hanh ddong vung vé... va hoan toan vo

ich.”

Vién tham t&¢ Anh qudc nhin xung quanh, tya nhw mudn tim ki€m sy
gitp do.

“V6 ich.” Lupin néi. “Va lai, 6ng c6 hoan toan chic chén rang 6ng dit
dwore tay vao nguoi tdi khong? Thoéi nao, hay cho tdi thd’y 6ng dich thj la

ngwoi Anh, va do d6, 1a nguoi ¢6 tinh than do lwong.”

Xem ra vién tham t&r chdp nhén loi khuyén nay, vi dng ta hoi nhdm
day, n6i mot cach ra't trinh trong: “Pay la 6ng Wilson, vira 1a ban vwra la tror

1y cua toi... Con day la 6ng Arsene Lupin.”

Su kinh ngac ctia Wilson khién moi ngudi cwdi vang. Trd mét ha
mdm, 6ng ta nhin ti ngwdi ndy sang ngwdi kia, nhw thé ching tai nao hidu
noi tinh hudng d6. Herlock Sholmes cwoi to, néi: “Wilson, anh nén che
gid'u ndi kinh ngac cta anh tredc mot sy viéc nam trong s6 nhurng sy viéc

tw nhién nhat trén doi nay.”

“Tai sao anh khong bét gitr anh ta?” Wilson lp bip.



“Wilson, anh khong quan sat thay 1a quy 6ng day dirng gitra toi va ctra
sao, va chi cach ctra vai budc chian? Toi moi dong ddy duoc ngodn tay it

thoi thi anh ta da chflng con ¢ trong nay roi.”

“Pung d€ diéu d6 c6 anh hudng gi.” Lupin néi, vong sang bén kia ban
va ngdi xudng, khién cho lic ba’y gio' Sholmes chin gitra anh ta va ctra, coi

nhw 1a anh ta phé méc minh cho sy dinh doat ctia vién tham t& Anh quéc.

Wilson nhin Sholmes xem li€u 6ng ta c6 kham phuc hanh dong cd” tinh
td ra can dadm nay hay khong. Nét mit vién thdm t¢ Anh qudc van ling nhuw

to’, nhung lat sau, 6ng ta goi: “B6i ban!”

Khi b'6i ban di t&i, Ong ta yéu cdu mang ra soda, whisky va bia. Hiép
wdc hoa binh duoc ky két cho dén ldc ¢6 cac chi thi mdi. Trong quang thoi
gian ngin ngli, bdn ngudi dan 6ng di ng'di trd chuyén cling nhau véi vé

than thién.

Herlock Sholmes trong gidng ki€u ngwoi ban ¢6 1€ van gidp hang ngay
trong gi¢i kinh doanh. Ong ta khoang nim muwoi tudi, bé ngoai nhin nhw
the cd doi ng'di trong viin phong, cong cic diy sd chan ngét hoic viét cic
béo cdo k& toan. Ong ta khong c6 dic diém gi khéc biét so v&i nhitng cong
dan binh thwdong ctia London, trir ciip mét — cip mét cuc ky sic sdo, thau

sult.



Nhung 6ng ta la Herlock Sholmes, diéu do6 c6 nghia Ong ta 1a sy ket
hop tuyét voii caa tree gidc, kha nang quan sét, nhan thong, va tai khéo 1éo.
Ngui ta tin twedng mot cdch dé dang rang, tao héa di sin 1ong 14’y hai nhan
vat tham t& phi thweong nha't ma tri twdng twong clia con nguwoi tirng tao ra
ttr tredre t&i nay, Dupin ctia Edgar Allen Poe va Lecoq ctia Emile Gaboriau,
lam chat liéu d€ tao ra mdt nhan vat tham t& moi phi thwong hon, siéu
nhién hon. Va khi ngwoi ta doc lich st nhirng thanh tich chéi loi ctia Ong ta,
nhirng thanh tich khi€n 6ng ta vang danh toan thé&” gi¢i, ngwoi ta ngo’ vuce ty
héi liéu that chang Herlock Sholmes khong phai mét nhan vat hoang
dwong, khong phdi mot nhan vat he cdu do bd ¢ cua ti€u thuyét gia vi dai

Conan Doyle san sinh ra, chang han.

Khi Arseéne Lupin hoi Sholmes vé viéc ong ta s€ Iwu lai Phap bao lau,
ong ta dwa cudc chuyén tro vao ding hudng cua né, bang cau tra loi: “Viéc
nay phu thudc vao anh, thwa anh.”

“O!” Arseéne Lupin vira croi to vira tho't 1€n. “Néu nd phu thude vao
toi, 6ng co th€ tré vé Anh ngay dém hdm nay.”

“Nhu thé thi hoi sdm quad, nhwng t6i hy vong ¢6 thé€ tré vE sau tdm
hoic chin ngay nita, cing 14m 13 mudi ngay.”

“Ong voi va toi mic Ay sao?”

“T6i c¢6 nhiéu vy an phai gidi quy€t, chang han vy cwdp Ngan hang
Anh — Trung, vu bat céc tieu thw Eccleston... Nhung, anh Lupin, anh khong
nghi t6i c6 thé hoan thanh cong viéc cia minh ¢ Paris trong vong mdt tuan
sao?”

“Puwong nhién dng c6 the, n€u dng chi ddn nd lyc vao vu vién kim

cwong. Va chang, d6 ciing 1a khoang thoi gian ¢an thiét d€ tdi chuan bi k&



hoach bdo dam sy an toan cho ban than, phong treong hgp cach giai quyét
vu vién kim crong mang lai cho 6ng nhirng l¢i thé" nao dé khién t6i gdp

nguy hiém.”

“DAu sao...” Vién thdm t& ngwdi Anh néi. “To6i van nghi s& hoan thanh
cong viéc trong vong tdm hodc muoi ngay.”

“Va bat toi vao ngay thir mwoi mot chiang?”

“Khoéng, cting 1dm 12 ngay thttr mwoi.”

Lupin ldc dau vé tram ngdm, n6i: “Nhw thé"s& kh6 khiin, s& hét strc khé

khdn daYy.”

“Khé khan, c6 1€, nhwng c6 thé thye hién dwoc, va vi thé chac chan sé

thuc hién dwoc.”

“Tuyét d6i chidc chin.” Wilson néi, y nhw 12 dng ta dd vach rd hang loat

dwong di nwdc bude d€ dwa ngeoi ban minh téi két qua mong mudn.

“Puong nhién tdi khong nim trong tay ta't ca cdc 14 bai chi.” Herlock
Sholmes néi. “Vi nhirng vu viéc nay da xay ra cach didy ma’y thang roi, va
toi thi€u nhirng thong tin cling nhw nhirng manh m&i ma tdi quen cén cr

vao dé€ tién hanh diéu tra.”

“Cac vet bun hodc tan thudc 14 chfmg han.” Wilson néi v&i vé quan

trong.

“Ngoai nhitng k&t luan xu't sic clia dng Ganimard, toi da thu thip moi
bai bdo lién quan t¢i chd dé nay, va da rit ra dworec mot sd suy ludn ctia ban

than t61.”

“Ching toi nay ra mot s§' y twdng thdng qua viéc phan tich hodc dat gia



thuy€t.” Wilson néi thém, vé day doi.

“To1 mudn bi€t...” Arsene Lupin néi bang giong cung kinh ma anh ta
st dung d€ ndi v&i Sholmes. “Liéu t6i ¢6 thi€u than trong khong néu t6i hoi

ong rang 6ng da hinh thanh quan di€m nhw th& nao vé vu viéc?”

Qua la rat thd vi khi chirng ki€n hai ngwoi dan 6ng &y mat doi mat qua
chiéc ban, nghiém chinh thio luan nhw thé ho bét budc phai gidi quy&t mot
van dé hét siec kho hi€u nao dé, hay phai di d€n thong nha't vé mot thye t&

dang gdy ra tranh cai, ngo’ vuc.
“Vu viéc nay don gian hon nhiéu so v&i thoat nhin.”
“Pon gian hon nhi€u.” Wilson néi, nhw mét ti€ng doi lai trung thanh.

“To6i goi 1a vu viéc nay, vi theo quan dieém cuia t6i, chi c6 mot vu viéc
duy nhd't.” Sholmes gidi thich. “Cadi ch&t cia Nam twdc d’Hautrec, cau
chuyén vé chi€c nhan, va, ching ta dirng quén, tAm vé x& s& 514 bi an, tat
ca chi 1a nhirng chwong khac nhau cia cdi ma ngwoi ta ¢6 the€ goi 1a cau
chuyén bi an vé Ti€u the Toc vang. By gio, theo quan di€m cia tdi, nd
don gian la vAn dé khdm phd ra m&i quan hé gitra ba chwong ctia cing mét
cau chuyén aYy, nhirng thye t& s€ cho tha’y dieém chung gitra ba sy kién.
Ganimard, v&i 6¢ phdn doédn thi€n cdn, nhan thd'y di€m chung & day la kha
nang bi€n mat, tirc 1a kha ndang dén va di v6 anh vo thanh, ché’ing ai hay
chglng ai bi€t. To6i khong thda man voi ¥ kién d6.”

“Cha, vay y ki€n cia 6ng thé¢' nao?”” Lupin hoi.

“Theo tbi...” Sholmes néi. “Nét tiéu bicu clia ca ba chwong 4y nim & y
d'6 va muc dich ctia anh, nhim 1eo 14i vu viéc di ding huedng anh da chon

lya tir tredre. V€ phidn anh, n6 khong chi 1a mot k& hoach, né 1a sy céan



thiét, 1a diéu kién bit budc d€ dat dwoc thanh cong.”

“Liéu 0ng c6 thé giai thich chi ti€t hon vE gia thuy€t nay?”

“Puwong nhién. Vi du, ching phai ngay tir dau cudc chién gitra anh véi
ong Gerbois, can hd cia 6ng Detinan da 1a dia diém do anh chon Iwa hay
sao, mot dia diem ta't y€u d€'ta't ca cac bén ti€n hanh gip go? Theo anh, nd
la dia di€m duy nha't an toan, va anh da bd’ tri tai ddy mot cudc hen, mot

cach cong khai, cé th€ n6i vay, cho Ti€u the Toc vang va ¢6 Gerbois.”
“Con gai ong thay gido.” Wilson chu thich thém.

“Nao, chiing ta hiy xem xét vu vién kim cwong. Anh c6 c& ging doat
n6 khi Nam twdc d’Hautrec van con s& hiru n6 khong? Khong. Nhing Nam
twdc thira hwdng ngdi nha ciia 6ng anh trai. Sdu thang sau, Antoinette
Bréhat xud't hién v&i nd lye chi€m 14’y vién kim cwong Tan thit nha't. Vién
kim cwong chwa kip lot vao tay anh, budi da'u gia dworc quang cdo rdng rai
12 s& dién ra tai phong dau gid ctia Cong ty Drouot. N6 c6 phai mdt budi
dau gid ty do, cdng khai khong? C6 phai tay choi nghiép dw 14m tién nhiéu
clia nha't chic chén s& 12 ngudi chién thing khong? Khong. Pung liic dng
chli ngan hang Herschmann sép stta mua chiéc nhin d&n noi roi, mot phu
ntr giri cho dng ta birc thw canh bdo. Va ba Ba twdc Crozon, bi cling ngwoi
phu nw kia tdc dong, tr¢ thanh nhan vat s¢ hiru vién kim cwong. Vién kim
cwong cd ngay 1ap tirc bién ma't khong? Khong, anh chwa c6 cor hdi. Vi
the&’, anh phai cho dgi. Cudi cung, ba Ba twde tdi nghi & 1au dai cia minh.
D6 1a co hodi anh dang rinh rap. Vién kim cwong bi€n mat.”

“P¢ lai xua't hién trong chai thuéc danh riang ctia 6ng Bleichen.” Lupin

nhin xét.

“O! Nham nhi hét strc!” Sholmés kéu 1én, nén nim dA'm xudng ban.



“Purng k€ cho tdi nghe ciu chuyén hoang duwong nhw thé”. Con cdo da qua
gia nhu toi sao ¢ the bi mui gia dit mii.”

“Y ong mudn noi gi?”’

“Y t6i mudn néi gi &y a?” Sholmes hai lai, r'oi 6ng ta ngirng lori mot
chit nhw th€ d€’ gay an twgng. Cudi cung, 6ng ta ndi: “Vién kim cwong
xanh dwoee tim thdy trong chai thud'c danh rang la vién kim cwong gia. Vién

kim cwong that da vao tay anh.”

Arséne Lupin im ling mot 14t, roi, nhin chdm chadm vién tham t nguoi
Anh, anh ta dap binh than: “Thwa 6ng, 6ng qua la tdo bao.”

“T4o bao, that vay!” Wilson lap lai, nét mat thich thd rang ngoi.

“Phai.” Lupin néi. “Va, gio’ diy, d€ nang cao uy tin, 6ng da c6 mot 1o
giai thich tdo bao cho mot van dé hét strc bi an. Khong mot tham phan,
khong mot phong vién déc biét nao, nhirng nguoi da tham gia gidi quyét vu
viéc nay, lai d&n gan sy thye dwoe nhw vay. D6 1a sy bi€u 10 tuyét voi ctia
tree gidc va logic.”

“O! Chi ¢an dong nio suy nghi mot chit thoi ma.” Sholmes néi, 14y
lam hanh di¢én khi dworc ga to1 pham 130 luyén ton kinh.

“Hi&m k& c6 ndo ma dung 1dm.” Lupin d4p 1. “Va, gior day, pham vi
phéan doan da dworc thu hep, rac redi da dwoe don dep sach sé.”

“Cha, gio’ ddy, toi chi phai kham phd nguyén nhan tai sao ba chuwong &y
lai dwore dién ra tai s6' 25 dwong Clapeyron, s& 134 dai 160 Henri-Martin, va
gitra cac birc trong cua lau dai Crozon, dén day l1a nhiém vu cua t6i hoan

thanh. Nhtrng gi con lai la tro tré con. Anh ¢6 nghi thé"khéng?”

“Vang, toi cho la 6ng ding.”



“N€u vay thi, anh Lupin, tdi ¢6 sai [am khong khi néi cong viéc cta toi

s€ xong trong mwoi ngay?”
“Trong mwoi ngay, 6ng s€ biét toan bd sy thye.” Lupin dap.
“Va anh s€ bj bét.”
“Khong dau.”
“Khong w?”

“T6i chi bi bat néu x4y ra mdt loat nhitng rdi ro dau dau va day bat
ngo, ma nhirng rdi ro d6 thi téi xin khé’ing dinh la khong c6 khad ning xay

29

ra.

“Nguoi Anh chiing t6i ¢ cau: Cudc doi may ai biét trwoc dwoc chiv

ngo.°©”

Ho nhin nhau mét Iic, diém tinh, can dam, khong hé c6 chiit 4c y hay ra
vé hién ngang. Ho gidp nhau nhw hai d6i thd ngang strc ngang tai trong tran
giao tranh cua tri tué va sy khéo 1éo. Buoi hoi ngd nay 1a man so ki€m
chinh thirc, mé& dau cudc da'u tay doi.

“A!” Lupin kéu 1én. “R&t cudc t6i s€ ¢ mot dodi tha xirng dang vdi tén
tudi ciia Ong ta, tha't bai cia Ong ta s€ la thanh tich dang ty hao nha't trong

s nghi€p cua t6i.”
“Anh khong s¢’ v?”” Wilson hoi.

“Ciing g4n so, thra dng Wilson.” Lupin ding day khoi ghé’, ddp. “Bing
chitng 12 tdi sdp stra voi va rit lui ddy. VAy, ching ta giao hen 13 mudi ngay

',?

nhé, thra 6ng Sholmes

“Phai, mwoi ngay. HOm nay la Cha nhat. Bén thr Tw tuan sau nira, tim
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gio td, ta't ca s€ két thac.”
“Va to1 s€ bi ném vao tu!”
“Chdc chan the.”

“Ha! Mot vién canh chfmg thd vi gi doi v mot ké von van tan hwdng
qud nhiéu niém vui cudc song nhw tdi. Khong mot ndi lo 1ing bin khoin
trén doi, vO cuing quan tAm t&i the sy, khinh theong canh sat véi nhirng 1y
do chinh dang, 1a ngudn ddong vién an i cia dong ddo ban be va nguoi
ham md. Gid day, hdy chid y ndy, td't cd cic cdi d6 sip stra doi thay! N6
chinh l1a mat sau tim huan chwong. HEt nhirng ngay troi quang may tanh la

mua gié bao bung. Chang con la chuyén dua nwva. Adieu®!”

“Nhanh Ién!” Wilson giuc gia, ddy quan tdm t&i mot con ngwoi da

khién Herlock Sholmes ra't doi ton trong. “Dung 1ang phi phiit gidy nao.”

“Khong lang phi phut gidy nao, thwa 6ng Wilson. Nhung t6i mudn bay
td niém han hanh dwgc gip 6ng, va mudn néi véi dng ring sép dng khign
toi ghen ti vi dng &y ¢6 mdt nguwoi tror 1y ddng quy nhw éng.”

R6i, sau khi ho lich sy chao nhau nhw nhirng d61 tha trong mét cudc
dau tay d6i, nhitng con ngudi khong hé &p 0 su 4c ¥ ndo nhung bit budc
phai chién d&u vi tinh th¢" x6 d4y, Lupin nim cénh tay tdi, 16i toi ra ngoai.

“Anh nghi th& nao, ban than mén? Nhirng s kién la ling cta buoi tdi
hom nay s€ lam thanh mot chwong thu vi trong cudn h'di ky anh dang

chuan bi viét cho t6i.”

Anh ta déng canh ctra nha hang lai sau lwng, r'oi, sau khi budc di vai

buwdrc, anh ta ding lai hdi: “Anh cé hit thuéc khong?”

“Khong. T61 thay anh hinh nhw cling khong hut thude.”
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“Anh dung dd'y, to61 khong hut thudc.”

Anh ta quet diém chdm mot di¢u thudc, vay que diém ma’y T4an cho tat
Itra di. Nhwng anh ta ngay lap tirc vt di€u thudc, chay voi va sang bén kia
dwong, d&n chd hai ngwdi dan dong vira tir trong béng tdi hién ra nhw the
nhan dwoc tin hi€u goi. Anh ta trao d6i v&i ho vai phit trén via he, r'oi quay
lai chd t6i dang ding.

“T6i xin 161 anh, c6 diéu tdi s¢ cdi 130 Sholmes dang ghét d6 gy
chuyén phién nhiéu cho t6i. Nhung, toi cling cam doan ring dng ta chwa
xong v&i Arséne Lupin ddu. Ong ta s& biét t6i hAm néng mau minh bing
tht nhién li€u gi. Va bay gio thi, au revoir®! Ga Wilson t6t bung dé néi

dung day, khong dugre lang phi mot gidy phut nao.”

bén day, nhirng sy kién cua budi t6i day ly thd, hay it nha't 1a nhirng sw
ki€n ban than t6i c6 tham gia, da k&t thdc. Ti€p theo, trong phan con lai cua
budi td'i, da xay ra nhirng sw viéc ly ky ma t6i bi€t dwore qua 1o k€ cua

nhirng ngwoi ciing ¢ mat tai cdi bira t6i qua la lung kia.

Piing lic Lupin chia tay tdi, Herlock Sholmes dirng day khoi ban, nhin
dong h'6 deo tay. “Chin gio kém hai mwoi. Chin gio, toi s€ gap 6ng ba B4
twdc & ga tau hda.”

“Vay chung ta phai di théi!” Wilson kéu 1€n, gitra hai ngum whisky.
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Ho roi khéi nha hang.
“Wilson, dirng nhin lai ding sau. Ching ta c6 th& bj bam theo day, va,

trong treong hop &y, hay lam nhw ching ta khong bu'dn quan tim. Wilson,

t6i mudn hdi y ki€n anh, tai sao Lupin c6 mét tai nha hang?”
“Pe& bd bung cdi gi thoi.” Wilson nhanh chéng dap.

“Wilson, tdi phai chiic ming anh vi da suy luin chinh xac. Bén than t6i

khong the suy luan chinh xac hon the”".”

Wilson thich thd @ ca mat, va Sholmes ti€p tuc: “D€& bod bung cai gi do.
R4t t8t, vA ngodi ra c¢6 18 d€ ty kiém tra cho chéc chin ring liéu tdi c6 t&i
lau dai Crozon nhw Ganimard néi trong bai phdng van khong. Téi phai toi

da’y, d€ anh ta khoi tha't vong. Nhuwng, d€ kéo dai thoi gian, toi s€ chua tdi.”
“A!” Wilson bd1 ro1 thdt 1én.

“Anh, ban t0i, anh s& di bd xudi theo con phd” nay, nhay 1én d6i ba cd xe
ngua chay long vong. R'0i quay lai 18’y va li ching ta dang d€’ & ga xe Iwra.

Sau d6 mau mau phi t&i dién Elysées.”
“Va khi toi toi dién Elysées roi?”
“Thué mot can phong, di ngd, va cho chi thi cta t6i.”

Hét sitc trr hao v&i vai trd quan trong dwore giao, Wilson bit dau thure
hién nhiém vu. Herlock Sholmes ti€p tuc di d€n ga tau hda, mua vé, va Ién
chuyén tau to'c hanh di Amiens. Ong ba B4 twéc Crozon di & trén chuyén
tau nay r'oi. Ong ta cii chio ho, cham tau thudc 14, ling 18 hiit ngoai hanh
lang. Tau chuyén banh. Muoi phiit sau, 6ng ta ng'doi xudng bén canh ba Ba

twdrc, ndi voi ba ta: “Ba c6 chiéc nhin & diy khong, thwa ba?”



“Cé %9
“Ba lam on cho t61 xem nd.”

Sholmes cAm chié&c nhan 1én, nghién ciru ki cang. “Ding nhw t6i da

nghi ngo, day 1a kim cwong nhan tao.”
“Kim cwong nhan tao w?”

“Vang, c6 mot phwong phdap moi trong d6 nguoi ta s€ nung bdt kim
cwong ¢ nhiét do cyc ky cao d€ nd néng chay, ti€p theo 1a cho kim cwong

nong chay vao khuén d€ tao thanh ting vién.”
“Nhwng kim cwong cta t6i 1a kim cwong that.”

“Vang, vién kim cwong cua ba la that, nhwng day khong phai vién kim

crong cua ba.”

“Thé& vién kim cwong cta to6i dau?”

“N6 dang & trong tay Arseéne Lupin.”

“Con vién kim cwong nay?”

“La vat thay thé cho vién kim cwong ctuia ba, dwgc nhét vao chai thudc
danh rang ctia 6ng Bleichen va da dwoc phat hién ra.”

“Viay 6ng nghi cdi nay la 46 gia?”

“Duet khoat 1a d6 giad.”

Ba B4 twdc vira ngac nhién lai vira dau kho, trong lic 6ng ch'ong ti man
xem xét vién kim cwong voi diéu bo ngor viee. Rt cudce, ba ta lap bap: “Cé
th& vdy w? Ma tai sao bon chiing chang d4dnh cip n6 xong 1a xong? V&i lai

bon chiing d4nh cip n6 bang cdch nao?”



“P6 chinh x4c 1a nhirng diéu t6i s€ kham phé ra.”
“Tai lau dai Crozon uw?”

“Khong. Bén Creil, tdi s€ xudng tau, quay lai Paris. Van bai gitra toi va
Arseéne Lupin phai dwoc choi & d6. Thyc ra, van bai da bat dau roi, va

Lupin twdng t6i dang trén dwong tdi 1au dai.”
“Nhung...”

“Thwa ba, ba thd’y ¢6 van dé gi? Van dé cot yéu la vién kim cwong cta

ba, c6 dung khong a?”
“Pung.”

“Vay thi ding lo 14ng. Tdi vira hoan thanh mot nhiém vu con khé khiin
hon nhi€u. T6i xin hira t6i s€ 187y lai vién kim cwong that cho ba trong vong
muwoi ngay.”

Tau gidm t6c do. Sholmes bd vién kim cwong gia vao tdi 4o khodc va
mé cira toa. Ong B4 twde kéu 1én: “Ong nhdm phia rdi. Ong xudng phia Ay

la phia dwong ray.”

“Y dinh cua tdi d&y. N&u Lupin c6 cho k& nio bam theo tdi, thi bay gio

han s€ mat dau. Adieu.”

Mot nhan vién trén tau phan d6i nhung v ich. Tau chuyén banh, vién
tham t& nguoi Anh tim dé€n van phong tredng ga. B6n muoi phit sau, ong
ta nhay 1én chuyén tau dwa 6ng ta t&i Paris tredc nita dém mot chiit. Ong ta
vO0i va bang ngang qua sin ga, vao nha an r'oi roi khdi d6 theo mot 167 khac,
nhay 1én mot ¢b xe ngwa. “Béc danh xe, cho dén dwong Clapeyron.”

Sau khi két luan rﬁng minh khong bi bam duoi, Sholmes bao chi€c xe



ngwra ding & cudi dwong va bat dau than trong xem xét ngdi nha clia 6ng
Detinan cuing v&i hai ngdi nha hai bén. Ong ta do cac khoang cach, ghi

chép céc s6 liéu vao so.
“Bac danh xe, cho dén dai 10 Henri-Martin.”

Pén doan dai 16 nay cat dwong Pompe, Sholmes xudng xe, di bo xubi
theo con ph6 t&i s6” 134, 1ap lai cong viéc lic ndy phia triedec ngdi nha cla
Nam twde d’Hautrec qua ¢6” cing véi hai ngdi nha hai bén, do chiéu rong

mat tién tirng ngo6i nha, tinh toan chiéu sau cac manh vieon nho phia trude.

Pai 16 ving tanh vang ngit, t6i om om bén dudi bdn hang ciy to. Gitra
nhtrng hang cdy, vai ngon den khi d6t cach kha xa nhau ch:flng the xua di
béng t6i day diic. Mot ngon dén hét 4nh sdng leo 16t 1én mot géc ngdi nha,
va Sholmes nhan ra tdm bien Cho thué treo trén cong, nhirng 167 di bi bd
mac bao quanh bai cd nhd, nhirng khung ctra s 1on khéng rém cia ngdi
nha khdéng cé nguoi &..

Ong ta t nhii: “Ta nghi ngdi nha di khong c6 ngudi & k& tir cdi chét
ctia 6ng Nam twdc... O! Gid nhu ta c6 the vio va quan sat hién treong vu

an mang!”

Ngay sau khi y twedng nay ndy ra trong dau, Sholmes 1ap tirc tim cach
thyc hién. Nhwng lam sao Ong ta thye hién dwoc? Ong ta khong the treo
qua cOng, vi cong cao qud. Thé la dng ta 18y tw tdi 4o khodc ra chi€c den
pin cling v&i chié€c chia khéa van nang ma ong ta lu6n luén mang theo
nguroi. R0i, 6ng ta hét sirc ngac nhién thd’y cong khong khéa. Thyec &,
cdng con dang hé mé. Ong ta vao vudn, va than trong d€ cdng hé mé y hét
lic tredre. Tuy nhién, 6ng ta méi bude c6 vai bude thi ding lai. Ong ta

trong tha'y mot anh dén lwdt qua mot trong nhirng khung ctra sO trén tang



ba.

Sholmes trong thd’y dnh den lwdt qua khung cira sO thi hai, r'oi thir ba,
nhwng Ong ta khong trong thay gi khac ngoai mot cdi bong in trén céc birc
twong. Anh den di xudng tang hai va ci loanh quanh ludh quéan tir phong

no sang phong kia mdt luc lau.

“Ké quai quy nao mot gior sang dam di di lai lai trong ng6i nha ma Nam

twd'c d’Hautrec da bi sat hai?” Herlock Sholmes tw hoi, hét strc to mo.

Chi c6 duy nhat mdt cich d&€ khdm phd4, 1a te minh vao bén trong. Ong
ta khong do du, bit dau xdm xiAm tién d&n ctra cdia ngdi nha. Tuy nhién, lic
ong ta di ngang qua vét sang do ngon dén khi dot tir phd” hét vao, hin ong ta
da bj k& kia trong tha’y, vi 4nh dén bén trong nha phut tit va Herlock
Sholmes chrflng con trong thdy né nira. Ong ta khé khang thir ddy canh cira.
Ctra cling dang m@. Khong nghe tha’y ti€ng dong nao, 6ng ta di doc theo
hanh lang, t&i chin cau thang, 1én ting hai. o day cling tinh ldng, cling td1

tdm y nhw dwdi gac.

Sholmes di vao mot trong cac can phong, d&€n gan mot ctra sO ma qua
d6 dnh sang 1o mo’ ti bén ngoai lot vao. Nhin ra qua ctra s&, ng ta trong
tha'y ké kia, chic chidn hin da xudng gic theo mdt 187 cau thang khic va
chu'don ra qua mdt ctra khac. Han dang len 13i gitra nhitng bui cAy moc doc

bilrc twong ngédn cach hai manh vueon.

“Quy tha ma bat!” Sholmes kéu 1&n. “Hén s& thoat mat.”

Ong ta lao ngay xudng cau thang, hdm hé nhay khoi céc bac thém hong
chan dwong rit lui ctia ké kia. Nhwng 6ng ta khong trong tha’y ai ca, va vi
troi t0i qud, Ong ta mat ma’y gidy m&i ¢6 the nhan ra mot voc dang cao lon

dang di chuyén qua cac bui cay. Préu nay khién vién tham t& ngwoi Anh



ngAm nghi. Tai sao ké kia chéng chay di, viéc hin ddng 1& sé& thyc hién
dwoc ra't dé dang? Hén & lai nhdm theo doi dong thai ctia ké dot nhap da

qua’y ray hanh tung bf 4h clia hin?

“Du gi thi do cung chéng phdi 1a Lupin.” Sholmes k&t ludn. “Anh ta 4t

khéo 1éo hon. C6 th€ 1a ngwoi chia anh ta.”

Trong vong vai phit, Herlock Sholmes khong hé nhic nhich, chim
chim nhin d&i thii. V& phan minh, hin ciing dang quan sét vién tham tt.
Nhung vi d61 thti d3 tré nén thu dong, va vi vién thim t ngwdi Anh ching
phai mot ngwei chiju phi thoi gian dgii chor vo ich, 6ng ta ki€m tra khau
sting luc xem né c¢6 hoat dong td't khong, rit dao khoi vd, budc vE phia
dich v&i vé day dan than nhién, xem thwong nguy hi€m, tinh cdch von vin

noi ti€ng & Ong ta.

Sholmes nghe thay ti€ng lach cach, d6 1a d6i thu cia Ong ta stra soan
khau stng luc. Ong ta liéu linh lao vao bui cdy, dm ghi 14y k& dich. Cudc
vat 1on dién ra nhanh chéng, dit ddi, va Sholmés nghi ngo 1a ké kia dang c&’
ging rit dao. Nhung vién thdm t& ngudi Anh vi dinh ninh d&i thii ctia minh
12 tong pham cta Arséne Lupin va s&t rudt mudn thing chiéu du tién trong
van bai voi ké thu ddang gom, nén chi€n dd'u mot cach quyét tim, diing
manh khéc thwong. Ong ta din manh dwoc d61 tha xudng dat, ngdi de 1én
trén, roi, mot tay tdm chit ¢d hong hin, dng ta dung tay kia 16i chiéc dén

pin ra, bam nut, chi€u thglng vao mat dich.
“Wilson!” Ong ta kinh ngac thd't 1én.

“Herlock Sholmeés!” Mot giong nghén nghet, y&u &t 14p bip.



Ch:flng ai noi gi h'6i 1au, bang hoang, sirng so’, va cam thad’y minh ngu ng6c.
Tiéng rit cia mot chi€c xe hoi xé tan bau khong khi ban dém. Mot con gidé
thoang qua khién 14 cay rung rinh, lay dong. Herlock Sholmes ddt ngot tim
vai ban minh 1ic 1y lic @€, kéu 1én: “Anh dang lam gi & day? Néi cho tdi
nghe di... Lam gi?... Tdi ¢6 bdo anh tron trong bui cay rinh rap toi
khong?”

“Rinh rdp anh w?” Wilson 1am bam. “Sao co, tdi dau biét 1a anh chi.”
“Nhung anh dang lam gi & day? Anh dang 1€ phai & trén giwvong ma.”
“T6i da & trén giwong.”

“Anh dang 1€ phai nga.”

“T6i da nga.”

“0, vay cdi gi dwa anh d&n day?” Sholmes héi.

“Birc thw cta anh.”

“Birc thw cua t6i? Toi khong hi€u.”

“Mot nguoi dua the da dwa téi khach san cho t6i.”

“Tw t6i? Anh c6 dién khong ha?”

“DPé 1a su thye, t6i the.”

“Burc thw dau?”



Wilson dwa cho Sholmes mdt tor gid’y, ong ta doc dwdi anh sang den

pin. Birc thw viét:

Wilson, hdy ngay 14p tirc t&i dai 10 Henri-Martin. Ngbi nha dang bi
bo khong. Xem xét ki lwong toan bd chd d6 va vé sor @0 chinh x4c.

R01 quay lai khach san.

HERLOCK SHOLMES

“Luc nay t6i dang do kich thwdc cac can phong.” Wilson néi. “Khi toi

trong thad'y mdt bong den trong vworn, t6i chi ¢6 y nghi...”

“La tém c& céi béng den d6... Y nghi tuyét voi da’y... Nhung hay ghi
nh& diéu nay, Wilson, ba't ctir khi nao nhan dworc thw cua t6i, hdy ki€m tra

cho chac chan ddng chir viét cua t6i chir khong phai chir vi€t gia mao nhé.”

“Qi!” Wilson bat thét, khi si thue 16e 1én trong dau 6ng ta. “Vay birc

thw khong phai cda anh w?”

“Khong.”

“Vay ai gtri n6?”

“Arsene Lupin.”

“Tai sao? Nham muc dich 21?7 Wilson hdi.

“T6i khdng biét, va diéu d6 khién tdi lo 1ing. Toi khong hiéu tai sao
anh ta ma't cOng qui’y ray anh. Pwong nhi€n, n€u anh ta sai t61 di lam mot

viéc vat ngd ngan nhw thé thi t6i sé chging ngac nhi€n, nhueng anh ta quay

ray anh nham muc dich gi?”

“T6i phai nhanh chéng tr¢ vé khach san moi duge.”



“Toi1 cing vay, Wilson.”

Ho ra d&n cdng. Wilson di tredc, nim cdnh cong day.
“Qi! Anh dd d6ng cong lai.” Ong ta néi.

“Khong, t6i d€ n6é hé mé ma.”

Sholmes thtr ddy cong, roi ho't hoang ki€m tra khéa cong. Ong ta budt
cAu chiri thé: “Me ki¢p! Cong bi khéa! Khéa bing chia!”

Sholmes 14’y hét strc lay cdnh cOng, r'di, nhan ra nd lyc clia minh 1a vo
ich, 6ng ta tha thong hai tay xuéng, chan nan 1am bam mot cach nhat gwng:
“Biy gio thi t6i c6 th€ thd’y day la Lupin. Anh ta da biét trwde t6i s€ rovi tau
tai Creil, va anh ta stra soan cdi biy xinh xin khéo 1éo ndy phong trwong
hop tdi bit dau diéu tra ngay dém hdm nay. Ngoai ra, anh ta ciing du ti t&
d€ gti t&i cho t6i mot ngwei lam bau ban trong tinh trang bj giam ham. T4t
ca dwoe thue hién nhim 18y @t cua t6i mot ngay, va cd 1€ con nhim day

to6i rang dirng dinh ddng vao viéc ctia ké khac.”
“Anh mudn néi ching ta da tr¢ thanh t nhan?”

“Chinh x4ac th&" day. Herlock Sholmes va Wilson la ti nhan ctia Arséne
Lupin. Mét sy khéi ddu t6i té, nhung, cwoi ngwoi chd voi cweoi 1au, cwoi
ngwoi hom tred'c hdm sau nguoi cwoi.”

Wilson chdp cénh tay Sholmes, kéu 1€n: “Nhin kia!... Nhin trén kia

kia!... C6 anh sang...”

Anh sang lot ra qua mot trong nhirng 6 ctra sO tang hai. Ca hai chay lai
phia ngdi nha, mdi ngwdi 1én theo 167 cAu thang ma ldc ndy minh vira
xudng. Ho gdp nhau tredrc ctra can phong ¢6 anh sang. Mot cdy nén nho

dang chay chinh gitra can phong, bén canh dat chi€c gid dung mot chai



rwo'u, mot con ga quay va mot 0 banh mi.

Sholmes cuc ky thich thi, cwoi ha ha. “Tuyét voi! Ching ta dwgec moi
an tdi. Qua la mot chdn dang yéu, mdt xir s& ¢0 tich dich thye. Nao,

Wilson, phdn chan 1én! Day dau phdi mot ddm tang. Ta't ca ra't khoi hai.”
“Anh c6 chic chin né rat khoi hai khong?” Wilson hdi, giong tham sau.

“T6i c6 chic chin khong &y 4?” Sholmés kéu 1&n, hoan hi mot cich qua
mirc, khong ¢6 vé tw nhién chit nao. “Sao, néi that, day la sy viéc khoi hai
nha't toi tirng bi€t. MOt v& hai kich rd't hay! Tay Arséne Lupin nay mdi bac
thdy vé chdm bi€m lam sao chir! Anh ta bi€n ching ta thanh @6 ng6c mot
cach cyc ky tao nha, y nhi. C6 cho td1 toan bd s6 tién trong Ngan hang Anh
quoc toi cling chflng bd 1o bira tiéc nay. Nao, Wilson, anh khi€n t6i dau
long. Anh nén th€ hién cdi ca tinh cao quy bié€t vwot 1€n trén rui ro. T6i

khong tha’y anh ¢6 1y do gi d€ phan nan. Thuc sy, t6i khong thay.”

Sau khi hé&t hai hwde lai cham bi€m mdt h'di, Sholmes da khoi phuc
dwoc tdm trang binh thwong cia Wilson, ép dwgrc 6ng ta nudt mot miéng
ga va udng mdt ly regru. Nhuwng khi nén da chdy hét va ho stra soan di ngu,
18y khodng san tran trui lam giwong va mang twong cirng danh lam go1, ho
ma&i thdm cdi khia canh 16" bich, dang kho chju ctia hoan canh. Cdi tinh
hudng dac bi€t Ay sé cheamg lam thanh mot chwong thu vi trong cudn h'éi ky

cua vién tham t& danh ti€ng l1ay ling.

Sang hom sau, Wilson thirc gid'c, ngwoi lanh céng, cirng do. Mot 4m
thanh kh€ khang khi€n 6ng ta chd y: Herlock Sholmes dang quy g61 trén
san, xem xét vai hat cat voi vé phan tich, va nghién ctru cac nét phan, lic
b&y gio hAu nhw da bj x6a, the hién nhitng con s& nao d6. Ong ta chép

nhtrng con sd vao so.



Cung voi Wilson, nguoi hét sirc quan tim t&i cong viéc nay, ong ta di
ki€m tra tirng cdn phong va phat hién ra cac nét phan twong ty & hai can
phong khic. Ong ta cling d€ y thdy hai vong tron trén nhirng tAm vén san
bang g6 s0i, mot mii tén trén mot tim van 6p chin twdng, va bdn con s&
trén bon bac cau thang. Sau mot ti€ng dong h'6, Wilson néi: “Céc con s6

chinh xéc, phai khong?”

“To1 khong bi€t, nhung du gi thi ching cling c6 ¥ nghia nao day.”
Sholmés tra 1ovi. Ong ta da quén hét nhirng buc bdi h'6i dém trwed'c niém vui
kham pha ra céc chi ti€t moi.

“Hoan toan rd rang.” Wilson néi. “Chiing the hién sd khoang bi mat
nam phia dwdi san.”

“\O ',’

“Phai. Hai vong tron thé hién rang nhirng tAm van san dé la gia, anh ¢6
th&€ x4c nhan mot cach dé dang, va miii tén thé€ hién hwdng di chuyén nhirng
tam vén san d6.”

Herlock Sholmes kinh ngac nhin Wilson.

“O, ban than mé&n cua t6i, lam sao anh bi€t ta't ca nhirtng di€u 4y? Nhan
thong cua anh khi€n nang lyc kém cdi cua tdi trong linh vyc nay xem
ching hoan toan vo nghia.”

“Oi! Ra't don gian.” Wilson ddp, phong mii ty hao. “Dém hém qua, t6i
da xem xét cac da'u v€t nay, theo chi thi cia anh, hay néi ding hon, theo
chi thj cia Arséne Lupin, vi anh ta la ngwoi vi€t bire thwe giri cho t6i.”

Lic &y, Wilson dirng tred'c mdi nguy hi€m con 1on hon ca ldc vat 16n

voi Herlock Sholmes trong viron. Sholmeés cam thdy mét khao khat manh



liét dwore siét 14y ¢& Wilson. Nhung, dan 1ong, Sholmés né nu cudi tuy né
bi€n thanh mot cai nhan mat. “That vay, Wilson, anh da lam rat tot va dang
dwore tuyén dwong. Co ma, hay néi xem, anh ¢6 st dung nang lyc quan sat

va phan tich trén nhirng di€m nao nira khong? Suy luan ctia anh co 1€ s&
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mang lai 1o ich cho t61 ddy.
“0! Khong, t61 khong xem xét sau hon.”

“Pang ti€c. Sy khdi dau cia anh ddy hira hen. Tuy nhién, vi ta't ca chi

c6 thé’, chic chung ta di dwgrc roi.”
“Pi w? Nhung chiing ta ra ngoai bing cich nao?”
“Theo cach ctia nhirng ngwoi lwong thién, 1a ra qua cong.”
“Nhwng cong bi khéa r'oéi.”
“N6 s€ duoc mo.”
“Ai mg?”

“Xin hay goi hai vién canh sat dang lirng thirng di dao doc theo dai 10

kia.”
“Nhung...”
“Nhung sao?”

“Nhu thé ra't bé mat. Nguwoi ta s€ ndi gi khi biét Herlock Sholmes va
Wilson bi Arséne Lupin giam gitw?”

“Pwong nhién, t6i hiéu rang ngwdi ta s& cudi ram ri.” Herlock Sholmes
nhan mét dap, giong kho khan. “Nhung chiing ta khong th€ ctr ng'6i day coi

nha dwoc.”



“Va anh s& khong c& ging tim c4ch khdc thodt ra ngoai?”
“Khong.”

“Nhung nguoi dem gid thye pham dén cho ching ta da khong di qua
vwon, cd ldc vao 1an ldc ra. Nghia 1a ¢6 mot 167 khdc. Chiing ta hay tim

ki€m 167 &y, chang phai phién dén canh sat.”

“Lap luan cta anh hop 1y d&y, nhwng anh quén rang toan bd sd tham ti
& Paris da c& ging tim ki&m c4i 167 &y sudt sdu thdng qua, va tdi cling da
khdm xét moi ngéc ngach cta ngdi nha tir tang trén xudng dén ting dwdi
trong lic anh dang nga. Oi! Wilson than méh cia t6i, chiing ta khéng quen
theo dudi médt cudc choi nhw cude choi voi Arséne Lupin nay. Anh ta

chang d€'lai chuit ddu vét nao ca.”

Muoi mét gior, Herlock Sholmes va Wilson dwoc giai thoat khoéi ngdi nha
va dwgc dwa d€n d6n canh sat gan nhat. Tai day, vién si quan phu trach,
sau khi da tham van ra't khit khe, tra tw do cho ho v&i vé thién chi v vit

that dang cdu ti€t.

“Thwa hai 6ng, td1 vO cung 18y lam ti€c vi sy vi€éc khong may nay. Hai
ong sé danh gid ring ngwdi Phdp rat thidu 1ong mén khach. Troi oi! Hai
ong phai trai qua mdt dém mai t6i té lam sao chir! A! Cai tay Lupin khon

ki€p nay doi xi&t v&i moi ngwoi khong phéan biét sang hén gi.”



Ho bét xe ngua veé khach san. o quiay 1€ tan, Wilson hdi chia khéa

phong.

Sau khi luc loi mdt h'di, ngwoi 1€ tn stng s6t néi: “Nhung, thura 6ng,
ong da trd phong r'oi.”

“T6i da tra phong w? Bao gio?”

“Sang hom nay, bang birc thuw ban dng mang t&i day.”

“Ban nao?

“Chinh cdi 6ng di mang mdt biec thw t&i cho dng d&y... A! Danh thiép

cta Ong van con kém theo birc thw. Pay a.”

Wilson nhin birc thrr va tim danh thi€p. Khong nghi ngo’ gi ca, né la

danh thi€p cta 6ng ta, va chir viét trong birc thw la chir viét ctia Ong ta.
“Troi o1 1a troii!” Wilson 1am bam. “Lai mOt manh khde nira cia anh
ta.” Va ong ta 1on ti€ng hoi: “Hanh 1y cua t6i dau?”
“Ban 6ng mang di ro1.”
“O!... Anh dua cho anh ta?”
“Pwong nhién a, vi ¢6 birc thw va td'm danh thi€p ctia 6ng.”
“Pwong nhién... dwong nhién.”

Ho rovi khoi khach san, bwdc di chdm chap, tram ngam, doc dai 10
Champs-Elysées. Pai 1 rec r& va hén hé dwdi dnh mit tri mia thu,

khong khi 4m 4p, dé chiu.

bén Rond-Point, Herlock Sholmes cham tau thudc 1a. Wilson lic ba’y

gio’ 1én ti€ng: “T6i khong hi€u anh, Sholmés a. Anh diém tinh thé’, chaalng



may may xuc dong gi. Bon ho von anh y nhir méo von chudt, ma anh
khong hé mot 1o1.”
Sholmes dung budc, dap: “Wilson, toi dang suy nghi vé tim danh thié€p

cua anh.”
‘C\(A) ',’

“Véan dé la nhw thé nay: M6t ké, vi ¢ th€ phai chién dad'u véi chiing ta,
da ki€m dwoc tir ddu d6 miu chir viét tay cia chiing ta, va ki€m dwoc mot
hodac mot s6 taA'm danh thi€p cua anh. Nao, anh da suy nghi vé viéc nhirng

thwe t& &'y th€ hién s dé phong va tai khéo 1éo 1on dén d6 nao chwa?”
“The& thi?”

“Thé& thi, Wilson, d€ chién thing mot ké thit dwoc trang bj ki ludng va
hét sitc sin sang nhu th&’, ¢an d&n su cuwe ky khon ngoan, sic sdo clia... cia
mot Herlock Sholmes. Tuy nhién, nhw anh da tha'y, t6i thua lwgt dau tién
roi.”

Lic séu gio, to Tiéng vang nwoc Phdp dang tai bai viét sau trong 4n

ban buoi chiéu:

Sang hom nay, 6ng Thénard, si quan phu trach d6n canh sat Quan

16, da giai thoat cho Herlock Sholmes va ngwoi ban Wilson. Ca hai
tred'c dd’y bi khoda trong ngdi nha cia Nam twdc d’Hautrec qua cd,
trdi qua mdt d&m hét strc dé chju nho' sw quan tim chim séc 4n can

ctia Arséne Lupin.

Ngoai nhirng phién todi khéc, hai quy 6ng nay con bi 18y ma't cac

va li, va, vi th&’, chinh thirc dwa don kién Arséne Lupin.

Arséne Lupin, hai long vi da giri dwgc cho hai quy 6ng nay loi qué



trach nhe nhang, hy vong rang bon ho khong bét budc anh ta phai st

dung dé&n céc cch xit Iy nghiém khéc hon.

“Cha!” Herlock Sholmes bat thd't, vo to’ bao trong 1ong ban tay. “Dé6 chi
1a tro tré con! Va do 1a sy phé binh duy nha't t6i phai danh cho Arséne
Lupin: Hén von van di®n cho ddm khdn gia binh dan xem. H&n ching qua
12 14m ngén bip bom.”

“O! Sholmes, anh that tuyét di¢u! Anh ludn ludn binh tinh nhw the".
Khong bao gio’ ¢6 cdi gi khi€n anh xdo ddo dwoc.”

“Khong, khong cé cai gi khi€n t6i xdo ddo dwoc.” Sholmes dap, giong
gian dw run Ién. “Va lai, ma't binh tinh phong ich gi?... T6i hoan toan ty tin

vao k&t qua cudi cung. Ti€ng ndi cla t6i s€ 1a ti€ng ndi quy€et dinh.”
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% Anh séng trong b(’)ng toi

N guoi ta du binh tinh dé€n dau — va Herlock Sholmes du thudc s& nhirng
ngwoi khong bi hodc hdu nhw khong bi véan rui tac dong gi — thi néi

chung ngay mot chi€n binh can ddm nha't cling c6 lic cam tha’y can thiét

phai sip x&p lai lyc lwgng clia minh truede khi d& xay ra nguy co’ din dén

danh nhau.
“HOm nay t6i s€ nghi ngoi.” Sholmes tuyén bd'.
“Con t01, toi s€ lam gi?” Wilson hoi.
“Anh, Wilson, d€ td6i xem nao! Anh c6 th€ di mua mot it @6 16t va @6

ngu bo sung cho td quéan 4o cda ching ta, trong lic do toi sé tranh thi nghi

ngoi.”
“Puorc roi, Sholmes, ti s€ canh chirng trong lic anh nga.”

Wilson néi nhitng 101 nay véi td't ca vé quan trong ciia mot linh gac
ngoai tién tuy&n, va do dé & vao vi tri nguy hi€m nha't. L'dng ngwc Ong ta

ph'ong 1én, co’ bap cing ra. Lam bd sac sdo, ong ta trinh trong xem xé&t ki



lwong can phong nhd ho dang Iwu lai.

“Ra‘t td't, Wilson, anh ¢6 th€ canh chwng. T6i sé€ tp trung chuan bj thé”
trin tAn cong cho phit hgp hon v&i phwong phép cia ké dich. Wilson, anh
¢6 tha’y chiing ta da bj cdi tay Lupin nay gat gAm khong? Theo t6i, ching ta

phai sin sang ngay tw giai doan d4u thyc hién nhiém vy.”

“Tham chi sin sang tr trede d6, n€u c6 the. Nhung ching ta ¢6 du thoi

gian khong?”
“Chin ngay, ban than mén. Qud nhiéu &y chi.”

Vién tham t& ngwoi Anh danh ca budi chiéu chi d€ ngua va hit thud'c 14.
Ong ta chwa trién khai k& hoach tin cong mé&i cho t&i tan ngiy hom sau.

R'0i 6ng ta néi: “Wilson, téi di sdn sang. Ching ta hdy tin cong ké dich.”

“Hay tan cong manh vao!” Wilson kéu 1&€n vé vo cuing hung diing. “T6i
mudn lén trén tuy€n dau. Oi! Khong khi€p s¢’ gi. Pem vinh quang vEé cho
dc vua va tG qubc. B&i toi 1a mot ngwoi Anh.”

Trudc tién, Sholmes thwe hién ba cudc tham van quan trong, kéo dai,
d6i véi dng Detinan (cac can phong nha dng nay dwore Sholmes kham xét
mot cach than trong va ti mi nha't), cd Suzanne Gerbois (cudc tham van
nham khai théc c4c tinh tiét lién quan t&i Tiéu the Téc vang), va xo
Auguste (da tr¢ vé tu vién Visitandine k€ tw khi Nam twdc d’Hautrec chét).

M&i Tan dién ra mot cudce thaim van, Wilson déu & bén ngoai, va mdi
Tan k&t thdc, 6ng ta déu hodi: “Anh c6 hai long khdng?”’

“Hoan toan hai long.”

“T6i da chic chan chiing ta s& di ding hwdng ma.”



Ho d&n ki€m tra hai ng6i nha nidm 1ién kK& ngdi nha ctia Nam twde
d’Hautrec qua ¢6 & dai 16 Henri-Martin. R'6i ho dén dwong Clapeyron, va,
trong khi xem xét phia tred'c ngdi nha sd 25, Sholmes néi: “Tat ca nhirng
ngdi nha nay 4t déu thdng v&i céc 161 bi mat, nhung toi chfmg tai nao phat
hiénra.”

L’an d4u tién trong doi, Wilson nghi ngo sirc manh ba't kha chién bai
clia ngwdi cong sy ndi tiéng. Tai sao dng ta ndi Idm the’ ma lam dworc it
the™?

“Tai sao w?”” Sholmes kéu 1én, tra loi cho y nghi tham kin cua Wilson.
“Vi, v&i cdi tay Lupin nay, ngwoi ta phai lam viéc trong bong tdi, va thay vi
suy ra sy that ti nhirng sy viéc dwoe xac nhan, ngwoi ta phai rit ra sy that
ter dau minh, roi sau d6 tim hi€u xem né c¢é dwoe nhirng sy viéc thyce t€ xac

nhin khong.”
“Con cac 161 bi mat thi sao?”

“Chting 4t phai ton tai. Nhung mic du tdi phai phat hién ra chiing, va tr
do biet deorc Arsene Lupin da lot vao nha 6ng luit s nhw thé nao, bi€t
dwoc Ti€u the Téc vang da thoat khdi nha Nam twdc d’Hautrec sau khi giét
chét 6ng ta nhw thé nao, nhirng diéu &y c6 tac dung gi chir? Ching gidp do

dwore to1 ra sao? Ching s€ dem dén cho to1 vu khi tdn cong chang?”

“DAu sao, chiing ta hiy cit tAn cong hin.” Wilson vira thdt khdi miéng
ma’y loi nay thi gidt ndy manh 1ui lai phia sau, cing v&i ti€ng kéu day hot
hoang. Mt vat roi xudng chin ho, 1a mot bao ciat ma néu roi tring ngwoi

ho s€ c6 the’ gdy chan thwong ning né.

Sholmes ngang nhin. M&y ngwoi dan 6ng dang 1am viéc trén gian gido

bac ¢ ban cOng tang sau ctia ngdi nha. Ong ta ndi: “Chiing ta may man daYy,



buwdc thém mdt budc nira, va cdi bao nang trich kia rosi vao dau chiing ta.

Toi ty hdi khong bi€t...”

Bi mdt nguyén nhan nao dé thic day dot ngét, Sholmes lao vao bén
trong ng6i nha, voi va leo nam dgt cau thang, x06 ctra lao vao bén trong cin
ho tredre sy cye ky ngac nhién va hoang h6t cua ngeoi ddy to mé cira,

chay ra ban céng phia tred'c ngdi nha. Nhwng chang con ai & ngoai &y nira.
“MA&Yy nguoi cong nhan lic nay dang lam viéc & day dau?” Sholmes hoi
ngwoi day to.
“Ho vwa di a.”

“Ho di theo 161 nao?”

nr A

“Theo 161 cau thang danh cho ngwoi hau a.”

Sholmes vron ngwdi ra qua cira s6. Ong ta trong tha’y hai ngwdi dan
ong dang dit xe dap roi khdi ngdi nha. Ho nhay 1én xe, nhanh chéng bién
ma’t not goc phd’.

“Ho lam viéc & day bao 1au ro6i?”

“MAay nguoi kia &y a?... M&i sang h6m nay. Hom nay la ngay dau
tién.”

Sholmes quay xudng chd Wilson dang dirng dwdi phd”. Ho cling nhau
tré vé khéach san, va, nhw thé’, ngay thi hai két thidc trong sy im ldng buon
ba.

Ngay ti€p theo, chwong trinh ctia ho hdu nhw twong ty. Ho ng'6i trén
chiéc ghé& dai & via he dai 16 Henri-Martin. Wilson ghét cay ghét ddng viéc

nay, ong ta chaamg th&y vui vé& gi khi ¢t ng'di hang tié€ng dong h'6 dai ding



dac quan sat ng6i nha noi tdn tham kich da xay ra.

“Sholmes, anh cho doii diéu gi? Cho doi Arséne Lupin s€ bwdre ra khoi
ngo6i nha a?”

“Khong.”

“Hay Ti€u thw Téc vang s€ xua't hién?”

“Khong.”

“Thé la diéu gi?”

“T6i cho dgii mot sw viée nao d6 xay ra, mdt sy viéc vt vanh nao do sé
cung cap cho t6i manh m&i de'ti€p tuc.”

“Va n€u khong cé gi xdy ra?”

“Thé thi tw tdi s€ phai tao ra tia Itra dot thung thud'c sung.”

Mot sy viéc duy nha't va la mot sy viéc dang khé chiu da pha vo tinh

trang don di€u cua budi sang.

Mot quy 6ng dang cwoi ngyra di doc dai 10 thi con ngya ba't thinh linh
ngoit sang bén, va vao chiéc ghé& dai Sholmes va Wilson ngbi, thiic vai

Sholmes mdt phat nhe nhe.
“Ha!” Sholmes kéu 1én. “Mot chiit nira 1a gdy vai ta.”

Quy 0ng kia danh vat v&i con ngua. Vién tham t ngwoi Anh rit khau
sting luc, chia vao n6. Nhung Wilson gitr canh tay Ong ta, néi: “Pwng dai

dot thé! Anh dang dinh lam gi? Giét ngwoi dan 6ng kia a?”
“Mac ké t61, Wilson! B ra!”

Trong liic dién ra cudc chi€n da'u chép nhodng gitra Sholmes va



Wilson, ngwoi la mét kia di mat.

“Bay gior thi anh c6 the’ ban.” Wilson néi mot cdch dic thing, khi ngudi

dan 6ng cuoi ngyra da & xa xa.

“Wilson, anh 1a @6 ngd'c! Anh khong hi€u ké kia l1a tong pham cia

Arsene Lupin a?”

Sholmes run 1én vi titc t6i. Wilson 14p bap mot cach tham hai: “C4i

gi?... Ké kia... la tong pham?”

“Phai, mot giudc vori may ga cong nhan hém qua dinh ném bao cat

xudng chung ta ay.”
“Khong th€ nao!”

“C6 th€ 1a nhw the’, c6 thé€ khong. Va chi ¢c6 duy nha't mdt cach de
chirng minh.”

“La giét nguoi dan 6ng?”

“Khong, 1a giét con ngwa. N&u anh dirng tim tay tdi, toi da bat dworc
mot ké tong pham ctia Arséne Lupin r6i. By gio’ thi anh da hi€u anh hanh
dong dai dot ra sao chwa?”

C4 hai ru i sudt budi chidu. Chang ai néi v&i ai ciu ndo. Nam gic, ho
dén duong Clapeyron, nhwng than trong gitr khodng cach an toan d6i voi
ngdi nha. Tuy nhién, ba ga trai tré vira di vira khoéc tay nhau hat vang,
ngang vao Sholmes va Wilson ma khong cho hai ngwoi thoat ra. Sholmes,
dang sin tAm trang byc boi, 10 qua tiéng lai véi ma’y ga trai tré doi duworc
thodt ra. Sau vai ciu cii co, Sholmés nhanh chéng chuyén sang nidm dam.
Ong ta tdng manh vao ngwc mot gi va vao mit mot g khéc, khud't phuc

lu6n hai d67 tha. Do d6 ga thir ba co gio chay mat.



“A!” Sholmes kéu Ién. “Ddi véi minh nhw thé t6t dd'y. Minh can tap

th€’ duc mot chut.”

Nhung Wilson dang dirng dya vao tweong. Sholmes hoi: “C6 van deé gi

vay, ong twdng?”’

Wilson chi vao cénh tay trai dang treo ling lang, 18p bép: “Toi khong
bi€t c6 van dé gi. Tay t6i bi dau.”

“Pau 1dm a?... C6 nghiém trong khong?”

“Co, toi e la vay.”

Wilson c& ging nang cdnh tay 1&én, nhung khong dwoc. Sholmes so nin,
ban ddu mot cach nhe nhang, sau d6 thi thd bao hon, “d€ xem dau t&i mirc
nao,” nhw 1oi dng ta noi. Ong ta két luan rﬁng Wilson thue sw bi dau, nén
ong ta dwa ban minh d&€n mot hi€u thudc gan da'y xem xét ki lwong hon,
mai bi€t canh tay da gay va Wilson can di bénh vién. Trudc khi di bénh

vién, ho rit canh tay Ong ta ra khdi tay do, boi thudc cho do dau.

“Nao, nao, 6ng twong, phan chan 1€n!” Sholmes gitr canh tay Wilson,
néi. “Nam hoac sau tuan ntra anh s€ binh phuc. Nhwng toi s€ tra thu... dam
kho'n kiép Ay! Nha't 1a Lupin, vi viéc ndy do hén bd tri... chic chin thé'.

To6i thé voi anh rang néu nhw...”

Sholmes ba't thinh linh budng canh tay xu6ng khi¢n Wilson dau suyt
nga't, va ong ta vira g0 tran vira néi: “Wilson, t6i ¢6 mot y twdng. Anh biét
da’y, toi thi thodng van c6 mot y twdng.”

Sholmes ditng im mot 14t, mét nhin trirng trirng, r'oi 14m bam ting cau
ngan va gay gat: “Pung, ding 1a nhw the’... nhuw thé s& gidi thich tat ci... &

ngay dudi chan minh... ma minh khéng nhén ra... Oi, troi oi! Pang 1€



minh phai nghi dé€n diéu nay r'oi... Wilson, tdi s€ ¢6 tin tirc t6t cho anh.”

Dot ngdt roi bd ban gia, Sholmes lao ra phd, toi thaamg ngoi nha s6" 25.
Ong ta doc dwgre dong chit khéc trén mét trong nhing phiéh d4 & bén phai

cla cwa: Destange, kién triic sw, 1875.
C6 dong chir tvong ty & ngdi nha s6” 23.

T&'t nhién, khdng c6 gi khac thwong trong dong chir d6. Nhwng nhirng

ngoi nha trén dai 16 Henri-Martin ¢ th€ ¢6 nhirng dong chir nhw thé nao?

Mot ¢b xe ngwa chay qua. Sholmes thué ché minh d&€n ngdi nha s6” 134
dai 16 Henri-Martin. Ong ta dang phan khich cao d6. Ong ta ding 1én trong
khoang xe, giuc ngwa ting tdc. Ong ta dwa thém tién boa cho ngwdi ddnh

xe. Nhanh ntra! Nhanh ntra!

Ong ta méi s6t rudt 1am sao khi ho ré tir dwong Pompe vao! Phai ching
cudi cung 6ng ta da 100 mo ¢ ¥ niém veé sy that?

Trén mot trong nhirng phi€n da ¢ ngdi nha ctia Nam twdc d’Hautrec
qué c6, Sholmes doc dwoc dong chw: Destange, kién triic sw, 1874. Va

dong chr trong ty cling ¢é & hai ng6i nha hai bén.

Phan trng trong Sholmés manh mé t&i mirc 6ng ta ng'di vao xe ngya, run
ray vi murng r&. Cudi cung thi mét tia sang nhod nhoi cling da xuyén qua

bong t6i day ddc dang vy quanh nhirng vu an bi an nay! Trong khu rirng



rong 1on &m dam véi hang ngan 167 mon dan nhau, 6ng ta da kham pha ra

manh md1 dau tién de€ Tan theo da'u vét ké thu!

Sholmes vao mot chi nhanh buwu dién, yéu cau ndi mdy goi dén lau dai

Crozon. Ba B4 twd'c nhd’c 6ng nghe tra loi.

“Xin chao!... Thwa ba, ba da’y phdi khong a?”

“Ong Sholmes, phai khong a? Moi viéc t6t cht?”

“Rat tdt, nhung t6i mudn hdi ba mot cau... Thwa ba?”

“Vang, to1 dang nghe ong.”

“Ba hay cho t6i biét, 1au dai Crozon dwgc xay bao gio?”

“N6 bi sup do' do hda hoan va dwoe xay lai cach diy ba mwoi nam.”

“Al xay, va xay nam nao?”

“Dong chir & phia tredc ng6i nha ghi: Lucien Destange, kién triic sw,
1877.”

“Thwa ba, cdm on ba, ¢4 vay thoi. Xin tam biét ba.”

Sholmes roi khdi buru dién, 1am bam: “Destange... Lucien Destange...
céi tén nghe quen quen.”

Ong ta d€y tha'y mot phong doc cong cong, budce vio, tra danh ba ly

lich hién dai, va chép lai thong tin sau day.

Lucien Destange, sinh nam 1840, Giai thudng Rome, huan chwong
Béc Pau bdi tinh, tic gia ciia mot s§ cudn sdch c6 gid tri vé kién

truc...



R'61 Sholmes quay lai hiéu thu6c, bi€t Wilson da dwoc dwwa d€n bénh
vién. O’ bénh vién, Ong ta tim thd’y Wilson v&i canh tay nep chat, s6t run
ban bat.

'7’

“Théng loi réi! Thing loi roi!” Sholmes kéu 1én. “Téi da gitr dwoc mot

dau soi chi.”
“So’i chi nao?”

“Sori chi din d&n chién thing. To6i bay gid s& budc di trén co s& virng

chdc, voi cac da'u chan, cic manh mdi...”
“Ca tan thud'c 14 ntra chr?” Wilson héi, sr t0 mo 4t ndi dau don.

“Va nhi€u thir khac! Wilson, hdy twdng twgng xem, to6i da kham pha ra
cdi mét xich bi 4n lién k&t cdc chuy&n phiéu lwu mao hiém trong dé cé Ticu
thw Toc vang can du vao. Tai sao Lupin lya chon ba ng6i nha &y lam san
kh&u cho nhitng vé kich tdo bao ctia hin?”

“Phai, tai sao?”

“Tai vi ba ngdi nha 4y déu duoc xay dwng bdi cing mot kié€n tric sw.
Bai toan don gian, ha? Pwong nhién... nhwng ai da nghi t&i diéu nay ch?”

“Khong c¢6 ai ngoai anh.”

“Va ¢6 ai, ngoai toi, bi€t rang cung cdi vi kién tric sw do, vi st dung
nhtrng so’ @6 thi€t k& twong tw nhau, da cho phép mét ké thye hié€n ba vy
viéc riéng biét, tuy xem ra ¢4 vé phi thwong nhung thyc t& lai hét stec dé
dang, don gian?”

“P6 qua 1a sy may méin.”

“Va la van dé thoi gian nira, ban than mén, vi toi da hét sirc sot rudt.



Anh biét dd’y, h6m nay la ngay thir tw ca ching ta roi.”
“Ngay thr tw trong s& muwoi ngay.”

“O! Sau day...” Sholmes phan khich, thich thd, vui twoi hon binh
thudng. “Va khi tdi twdng twong rang dam ba't lwong kia c6 thé da tin
cong t6i ngoai phd’, danh gdy tay to6i y nhw danh gay tay anh! Chflng phai
thé sao, Wilson?”

A7 A7

Wilson chi ring minh triede cdi y nghi khing khi€p &y. Sholmes ti€p
tuc: “Chung ta phai rit kinh nghiém tw bai hoc nay. Wilson, tdi c6 the€ thdy
chiing ta da sai IAm khi c& gdng chién da'u v&i Lupin mot cach duong
dwdng chinh chinh, phoi minh cho hén tin cong.”

“T6i c6 the' tha’y diéu do, va ca cam thd’y diéu do6 ntra, canh tay bj gay
cua t6i.” Wilson n6i.

“Anh c¢6 mét sy an ai, Wilson. D6 1a t6i da bao trong dugc. Bay gior, toi
phai c4h thin gAp ddi. Han s& ddnh bai tdi trong tran chién cdng khai,
nhung n&u t6i c6 the hanh dong trong béng t&i, khong d€ han trong tha'y
minh, thi thuan loi lai thudc vé toi, cho di hén st dung lyc lvgng manh
dén dau chang nwra.”

“Ganimard c6 1& sé hd tro’ dugrc.”

“Khong doi nao! Vao cdi ngay toi c6 the thyce sy néi Arséne Lupin do,
16i cho éng thd@y con mdi, va cdch bdt nd thi t6i sé di gip Ganimard tai mot
trong hai dia chi 6ng ta da néi v&i toi 1a nha riéng & dwong Pergolése hodc
quan reou Suisse & quang treong Chételet. Nhung, tie nay tdi lic Ay, t6i s€

hanh dong mo6t minh.”

Sholmes dén bén giwong, dat ban tay 1én vai Wilson, td't nhién 1a phia



dang dau, bao: “Hay gitr gin nhé, ban gia. Tt gio’ phiit nay, nhiém vu ctia
anh s€ 1a kim chan hai hay ba chi€n htru ciia Arséne Lupin rinh rdp doi toi
quay lai hdi tham strc khde anh. D6 sé 1a nhiém vu bi mét ctia anh, ding

chw?”

“Phai, va tdi s€ c6 gang hoan thanh xua't sac nhiém vu. Vay anh sé

khong dén day nwa?”
“Pén lam gi?” Sholmes hai.

“T6i khong biét... dwong nhién... t6i s€ xoay x& mot cach t6t nha't c6
the. Nhuwng, Herlock, hay gitip do toi viéc cudi cung nay: LAy ho tdi coc

nwoc.”
“Nwoc a?”
“Phai, ti sip stra ch&t khat, toi sot...”
“Tat nhién, t61 lam ngay day.”

Sholmes gia vor di 18y nwdre, trong thd'y mot goi thudc 14, 14’y ra cham
tau, r'oi, nhw th€ khong nghe tha’y 101 nhé cdia ban minh, ling ling di, mic

ké Wilson ctr thdm cau xin mai ma chang thd’y nwdc dau ca.

“Ong Destange!”

Ngwoi day to nhin tie d4u tdi chin cai ké ma anh ta vira mé ctra cho,



canh ctra clia ngdi nha nguy nga trang 1é ndm géc quang treong
Malesherbes va dworng Montchanin. Ping tredc ngweoi dan 6ng téc 16m
d6'm bac, rau ria Idm chd'm, méc chiéc 4o khoac mau den t6i tan, ca dang
da’p 1an bo mit déu xa'u xi va bat lich sw, anh ta ddp v&i vé khinh khi ma
anh ta cho 12 phit hop hoan canh: “Ong Destange c6 thé & nha, ¢ the
khong & nha. Ciing con tity. Ong ¢6 danh thiép khéng?”

Ong ta khdng c6 danh thi€p, nhung dng ta ¢6 thw gidi thiéu, va, sau khi
ngwoi day t& da dem thw vao cho 6ng Destange, ngwoi dan dng nay dwoc
dwa vao dién kién.

Ong Desange dang ng'di trong cin phong rdng hinh tron, chi€m mot
canh cua tda nha. N6 1a mot thw vién, voi vo sd sach va ban vé kién truc.
Khi ngudi la mit bude vao, vi kién tric sw hdi ong ta: “Ong 12 éng
Stickmann?”

“Vang, thwa 6ng.”

“Thu ky ctia toi néi v&i toi rang 6ng ta bi 6'm, va 6ng ta tién cir dng d&n
tiép tuc 1am danh muc t&ng hop cdc sich, cong viéc ma dng ta da bit dau
lam theo sy hwéng din cia tdi, nha't 1a danh muc céc séch tie€hg Pic. Ong
cO quen cOng viéc nay khong?”

“C6, thia 6ng, rat quen a.” Ong ta ddp bing giong Dirc dic sét.

Trong tinh hudng 4y, céc thda thuan nhanh chéng dién ra, va dng
Destange bét dau 1am viéc v&i ngudi the ky maéi.

Herlock Sholmes da ti€p can dwoc ngodi nha.

B¢ thoat khdi sy dé phong cuia Arséne Lupin va thAm nhap dwoc ngdi

nha ma Lucien Destange cung con gdi la Clotilde dang sdng, vién tham ti



ltrng danh bét budc phai st dung d&n hang loat muu k&', va, dudi hang loat
cai tén khac nhau, nhanh chéng gianh dwore sy wu ai, tin twdng cua ra't
nhiéu nguoi, sdng mot cudc sdng hét strc phirc tap trong vong b6n muoi
tam ti€ng dong h'6. Trong khoang thoi gian d6, dng ta thu thap dwoce cac
thong tin sau: Ong Destange, dé rit lui khdi cong viéc ban ron do sitc khode
sa sidt, hién tai vui vay v&i nhirng cudn sach vé kié€n tric ma ong ta tich liy
duoc. Ong ta tim thd'y niém thich thd trong viéc xem xét, x& Iy nhitng cudn

sach cii ki, bui bam.

Co con gai Clotilde cua 6ng ta bi cho 1a 1ap di. C6 ta sdng & mdt khu

vue khéc trong toa nha, khong bao gio di ra ngoai.

“Pwong nhién, ta't ca con mo h'6 va chwa day du.” Sholmes tham nghi,
trong Idc vi€t vao sd tya dé€ cua cac cudn sach ma 6ng Destange doc cho.
“Nhung né 1a mot budce tién khd dai. Minh chéc chin s& trd 161 duwoe mot
trong nhitng cau hdi ha’p din sau: Ong Destange c6 hop tac v&i Arsene
Lupin khong? Ong ta c6 tiép tuc gip g& hén khong? Cdc tai liéu lién quan
dén viéc xay dung ba ngoi nha kia c6 con khong? Li€u céc tai lieu 2y c6
cho minh biét dia di€m ctia nhirng ng6i nha khac voi thiét ké teong tw ma
Arséne Lupin va @6ng bon dy dinh ti€n hanh cwdp béc trong twong lai
khong?”

Ong Destange, tong pham ctia Arséne Lupin! Mot nguwdi dang kinh, chi
nhan huan chwong Bic D4l boi tinh, lién minh v&i quan do twong khoét
ngach, y tedng méi ngd ngan lam sao! Hon ntra, n€u chiing ta thira nhin
mot toi dong 16a nhw vay, bang cdch ndo ma 6ng Destange, ba mroi nim
tredc, da bi€t vé sau s€ ¢6 cac vu trdm cia Arseéne Lupin, ké ldc bay gior

dang con 12 dira bé dm ngra?



Cheamg thanh van dé! Khong gi c6 th€ lung lay y chi cia vién tham tw
Anh qudc. V&i tai danh hoi phi theong, va cdi tai bam sinh nay chwa bao
gio khién dng ta tha't vong, dng ta c6 cdm gidc rang minh dd d&n gan mot
bi an la lung nao d6. K& tw ldc budc chan vao ngdi nha, 6ng ta ct bi céi
cam gidc Yy tac dong, tuy Ong ta chwa xdc dinh dworc cor sé cho ndi ngor

vuece.

DPén budi sang ngay thit hai, Sholmes van khong c6 phét hién gi quan
trong ca. Hai gio, 6ng ta trong thd’y Clotilde Destange Tan dau tién. C6 ta
vao thw vién tim ki€m mot cu6n sach. Co ta chirng ba mwoi tudi, toc nau,
ct chi chdm chap, ling 1€, gwrong mit thAm dim vé o ho, dic diém cia
nhirng nguoi song cudc doi an dat. Co ta néi ma’y clu v&i cha, r'oi rit lui,
chglng d4nh mét nhin Sholmés '4n ndo.

Budi chiéu tr6i qua 1€ thé, t& nhat. Nam gio, 6ng Destange thong bdo sé
ra ngoai. Sholmes mdt minh & trén cdi bao lon chay tron xung quanh thw
vién, cao hon san thw vién chirng ba mét. N6 gan nhw t&i mit ming. Ong ta
chuan bj di xudng thi nghe thd'y mot Am thanh khé khang, d6ng thoi ¢
cam gidc ai d6 dang trong phong. Vai phiit trdi qua, 6ng ta khong trong
tha’y hay nghe tha’y gi nita. R%i 6ng ta run bian ngwdi 1én, mot cdi béng 1o
mo hién ra gitra bong t67 trén bao lon, kha géan dng ta. C6 vé ky quai qua.
Vi khéch bi an nay da hién dién bao 1au r'6i? Anh ta tw dau t&i?

Ngwoi dan 6ng la mat di xuéng theo cac bac cau thang, dén thaalng chd
chiéc ta 16n déng bing gd s6i. Sholmes say swa quan sat cac hanh dong cia
ngudi dan 6ng. Ong ta quan sit ngwdi dan ong luc sodt gid’y to cha't day ta.

Anh ta dang tim ki€m cai gi?

R'6i ctra m& va ti€u the Destange bwdc vao, néi véi ai dé dang di phia



sau cO ta: “Vay cha da quy€t dinh khong ra ngoai nira, ha cha?... Vay con

s€ bat den... ngay diy a... cha dwng di chuyén nhé...”

Nguwoi dan 6ng la mét dong ta, trdn vao mot 6 ctra sO 1on, khép hai
canh rém lai. Tieu thv Destange khong trong tha’y, khong nghe tha’y anh ta
sao? CO ta diém tinh bat cdc bong den di€n. Hai cha con ng61 xuéng gan
nhau. C6 ta mé mot cudn sdch ma cd ta mang theo, bit dau doc. M’y phuit

sau, cO ta bao: “Ong thw ky cta cha da di r6i?”
“Phai, cha khong trong thd’y 6ng ta.”

“Cha c6 wa 6ng ta nhw Iic dau khong?” Tieu thw Destange hoi, y nhw
cd ta khong biét viéc ngwoi thw ky dich thwe bi m va Stickmann dang thé”

chd nguwoi nay.

“O! C6.” Pau 6ng Destange 14c la 1ic Iwv. Ong ta da nga. C6 con géi tiép
tuc doc. Lat sau, mot trong hai canh rém dwore kéo ra, ngwoi dan 6ng la mat
men theo bitc trong di ra phia ctra, bat budc anh ta phdi di qua sau lung
ong Destange nhung tredc mat Clotilde va phai lot vao viing anh sang, nén
Herlock Sholmes c6 th€ quan sat mat anh ta hét stec 6 rang. D6 1a Arséne

Lupin.

Vién tham t& Anh qud’c ra't vui mung. Dy dodn chia 0ng ta da dwoc
ki€m chitng. Ong ta da nhin tha'u sust sy bi an va phat hién ra Lupin 12

nhén vat chinh ditng ding sau.

Clotilde chwa c6 bieu hién gi 1a trong tha’y Lupin, tuy moi dong tac cta
Lupin hoan toan khdng th& ndo lai lot qua mét c6 ta dwge. Lupin gan nhw
da dé&n bén ctra va, thyc t&, ban tay anh ta dang vieon vé phia nim da'm cira
thi 4o khodc cua anh ta quét vao chi€c ban nho, lam cdi gi d6 roi xudng

san. Ong Destange giat minh thirc gidc. Arséne Lupin dd dirng truedre mit



Ong ta ngay r'6i, md cam trong tay, miéng mim cuoi.

“Maxime Bermond.” Ong Destange han hoan th&t 1én. “Maxime yéu

quy ctia toi. Sy tinh c& may mén nao dua ciu t&i day?”

“Mong mudn duoc gap Ong va ti€u thw Destange a.”

“Cau tré vé khi nao?”

“HOm qua.”

“Cau phai & lai dung bira t6i day.”

“Khong, cdm on dng, tdi xin 161, nhwng t0i d4 c6 hen dn t61 v&i may
ngwoi ban tai mot nha hang.”

“Nao, thé¢" thi ngay mai. Clotilde, con phai thuy€t phuc dwoe cau &y dén
vao ngay mai. O! Maxime yéu quy ciia toi... Trong thoi gian ciu di véng,
toi nhiéu Ian da nho toi ciu.”

“That u?”

“Phai, t6i da xem xét t't ca cac gif'y tor cli trong cdi tu kia, va tim thay
ban sao ké tai khoan gan day nha't gitra chiing ta.”

“Tai khoan nao?”

“Tai khoan lién quan t&i dai 16 Henri-Martin 8y.”

“O! Ong git* nhitng gid’y to&' nhw vay a? P& 1am gi cht?”

R'6i ba ngwoi roi khoi phong va tiép tuc cudce chuyén trdo & mdt phong
khach nhd bén canh thw vién.

“DP6 ¢6 phai Lupin khong?” Sholmes ty hoi, ndi ngor vige dot ngdt xAm

chi€m oOng ta. Tat nhi€n, nhin toan by bé ngoai, dé la anh ta, ma d6 ciing lai



14 mot ngwoi khac gidng anh ta & cdc nét ndo d6, ddng thoi van gilk céc nét
riéng cia ban than, gwong mat, mau téc. Sholmes c6 the nghe tha’y ti€ng
Lupin & can phong bén canh. Anh ta dang thuit lai nhirng cau chuyén khién
ong Destange ha ha cwoi, thidm chi con dem dén nu cwoi trén d6i moi cha

Clotilde sau mudn.

MOdi nu cwdi 4y xem ra 1a mot phan thwdng ma Lupin dang tim ki€m,
va anh ta hai 1ong vi da dat dwec. Thanh cong khién anh ta nd lyc gap doi,
va, mdt cach vo tinh, cdi giong ndi vui vé va trong sang &y khién guwong

mat Clotilde rang ro, cheamg con nét lanh luing, tho' o vOn van nguw trj.

“Bon ho yéu nhau.” Sholmes nghi. “Nhung, quy tha ma bét, liéu c6 céi
gi chung gitra Clotilde Destange va Maxime Bermond nhi? Co6 ta c6 bi€t

Maxime chaalng phai la ai khac ma chinh I1a Arséne Lupin khong?”

Cho dé&n bay gio, Sholmes ling nghe mdt c4ch hdo hirc, c6 gdng nim
dwgc nhirng thdng tin htru ich qua cudc chuyén tro. R'6i, vo cing canh giac,
ong ta xudng khoi bao lon, rén rén ra ctra bang cach cr men theo twong

ctia can phong va khéng d€ nhirng nguoi & cian phong bén canh trong tha'y.

Ra t&i ngoai dwong, Sholmes hai 1ong vi khéng trong thd’y chiéc xe hoi
hay xe ngya ndo dang doi. R6i dng ta chdm chap tap ténh di doc dai 1o
Malesherbes. Ong ta r& vio mot phd k& bén, miic chi€c do khodc lic trude
vat cdnh tay, stta sang vanh mil, bat mdt cb xe ngwa mui cao, va, thay hinh

do6i dang nhu thé r'di, 6ng ta quay lai mot dia di€m d€ tw d6 c6 th€ theo doi

canh ctra ctia ng6i nha 6ng Destange.

M4’y phiit sau, Arséne Lupin buwdrc ra, ti€p tuc di bo vé phia trung tim
Paris, theo cac dwong Constantinople va London. Herlock Sholmes bam

dudi, gitr khoang cdach tAm tram budrc.



Nhitng khoanh khic that ly ky d&i v&i vién tham ti ngwdi Anh! Ong ta
hdo hirc ngtri ngiri khong khi, tera nhw con ché san di theo mét muii con
mo&i. C6 vé 6ng ta thay viéc bam dudi ké thu 1a hét sirc thu vi. Ké bj theo
doi chealng phai l1a Herlock Sholmes nira, ma la Arséne Lupin, tay Arséne
Lupin vd hinh. Ong ta dang nim gi Lupin, ¢6 th& néi nhw vdy, trong tAm
mét, béi mot soii xich khong the cdm nhan dwoc nhung cling khong the it

dut dwore. Va ong ta sung swdng nghi con moi da thude vé 6ng ta.

Tuy nhién, Sholmés nhanh chéng d€ y thd’y mét tinh hudng dang ngor.
O khoang cach gitra 6ng ta va Arseéne Lupin, xud't hién ma’y ngwoi di cing
chiéu, dic biét ¢6 hai ga trai to khde doi mi bé vanh di & € dwong bén tréi,
va hai ga khac d6i mi luoi trai di & I€ dwong bén phai. TA't nhién, sy xuat
hién ctia bon ho & khu vic nay ¢6 th€ hoan toan tinh co’, nhuwng Sholmes
strng s6t hon khi Lupin budc vao mét ctra hiéu thudc 14 thi bon ga dung
lai, va 6ng ta con stng sd't hon nira khi Lupin budc ra khéi cira hiéu thi

bon ga cling tiép tuc di, mdi ga di ding € dwong ctia minh.
“Me ki¢p!” Sholmes 14m bam. “Hén dang bi bam duoi.”

Ong ta buc bodi v&i ¥ nghi ¢6 nhitng ké khac dang Tan theo ddu vét
Arseéne Lupin, c¢6 nhirng ké khac c6 1€ s€ twdc doat ctiia Ong ta, khdong phai
niém vinh quang ma ong ta chéng ma’y thi€t tha, ma 1a ni€m thich tha vo
han khi mot minh tém ¢ dworc d61 tha ghé gém nha't éng ta tirmg gip. Ong
ta cdm thay ring dng ta khong nham. Dudi con mét diy dan kinh nghiém
ctia Sholmes, bo dang va cung cach ciia may ga kia, trong lic diéu chinh
buwde di theo nhau, 1a b6 dang va cung cach cua nhitng ké mudn lam ra vé

tw nhién, lo d&nh.

“Phai ching day 12 ngwdi cia Ganimard?” Sholmes 14m bam. “Ong ta



dang choii chiéu trd v&i minh a?”

Ong ta cdm tha’y ra't mudn trao dGi véi mot trong s&’ ma’y gi kia, hy
vong cé th€ phdi hgp hanh dong. Nhwng vi ho dang dén géan dai 10, nguoi
qua ke lai tré nén dong dic hon, 6ng ta so' Lupin s& thodt khdi tAm mét. Do
d6 6ng ta tang to'c ré vao dai 10, vira kip trong thd’y Lupin budc 1én cic bic
thém cda nha hang Hungary & géc dwong Helder. Ctra nha hang mé, cho
phép Sholmes — ng 61 trén chi€c ghe” dai bén kia dai 10 — trong thd’y Lupin
ng'0i xudng chi€c ban dwgc bay bién trang hoang 10ng 1y v&i rat nhiéu
hoa. Ba nguwdi dan dng va hai ngwdi phu nir trong thanh lich da ng'6i sén

sang & d6, n'6ng nhiét chao dén Lupin.

Sholmes lic bay gio méi ngd nghiéng tim ki€'m bd'n ga trai tré, va nhan
ra bon ho gitra mdt dam dong dang nghe mot ban nhac Digan choi & quan
ca phé bén canh. Ky la 1a bon ho chealng chi y gi t&i Arséne Lupin, nhwng
¢6 vé than mat v&i moi ngwoi xung quanh. Mot trong bon ga rit di€u thudc
14 ra khoi tdi 40, d€n gan mdt quy 6ng mac do choang dai, dau doi mii lya.
Ong ta dwa diéu xi ga cia minh cho gi trai d€ ga cham diéu thudc 14, va
Sholmeés c6 4n twong riang ho trao di vé&i nhau lau hon mirc ¢an thiét.
Cudi cung, 6ng kia cling ti€n t&i nha hang Hungary, bwdc vao va nhin
quanh qua't. Khi 6ng ta trong tha’y Lupin, 6ng ta d€n gan, ndi chuyén mot
lat, roi ngdi xudng chi€c ban bén canh. Sholmes lic bay gio m&i nhan ra
ngwoi nay 1a ngeoi cwdi ngya da ¢6” hic vao Ong ta trén dai 10 Henri-

Martin.

Sholmes tw tie hi€u ra nhirng ngwoi nay khong theo doi Arséne Lupin,
bon ho la ddng dang cuia anh ta. Bon ho dang canh chirng cho sw an toan
cta anh ta. Bon ho 1a vé si, 1a tiy tung, 1a nhirng nguoi ho tdng day thian

trong ctia anh ta. B4t ¢ khi nao xua't hién m6t m&i nguy hi€m de doa anh



ta, nhirng ké dong dang nay sé & ngay bén canh ngin chin, s&n sang bao
vé. Bon ga trai tré 1a tong pham. Quy 6ng mac 4o choang ciling 1a tong
pham. Thyc t& 4y khién vién thdm tir Anh qudc ngdm nghi. Liéu Ong ta c6
bao gior bit ndi cdi k& ba't kha xAm pham kia khong? Mot t& chitc duwoc

diéu khi€n bdi mot tén trom s& htru thir sttc manh mdi vo bién lam sao!

Sholmes xé mot trang tir cudn s&, viét vai dong bang biit chi, bd vio
phong bi, va bdo ciu con trai chrng mwoi 1dm tudi dang ng'di bén canh 6ng
ta trén chiéc gh& dai: “Nay, cAu chang, hiy bit mot ¢d xe ngya, chuyén birc
thw nay toi ngwoi thd quy & quan rweou Suisse, quang treong Chételet.
Mau!”

Ong ta dwa cho cau con trai mot to' nam franc. Cau ta di ludn.

Nira ti€ng dong h'6 troi qua. Pam dong mdi lic mdt 1o hon, va
Sholmes chi thinh thodng ma&i lai trong tha’y nhirng ké dong dang cua
Arseéne Lupin. R'i mot ngudi di swot qua, thi thao vio tai 6ng ta: “O! C6

chuyén gi, ong Sholmes?”

“A! Ong dd’y ha, Ganimard?”

“Vang, t6i nhan duorc the 6ng & quan regru. C6 chuyén gi?”

“Hén kia kia.”

“Y 6ng 1a gi?

“Kia kia... trong nha hang. Nghiéng sang bén phai... Ong tréng thay
hin chwa?”

“Chua.”

“Hin dang rét ly sim panh cho nguwdi phu nit d6.”



“Khong phai Lupin.”
“Piing, diing hin ma.”

“Nhung toi cam doan véi 6ng... A! Nhung, c6 thé. Trong giong hén
14m.” Ganimard cha't phdc néi. “Va nhitng k¢ kia 13 tong pham?”

“Khong, ngudi phu nir ng'di bén canh hin 1a phu nhan Cliveden. Nguoi
kia la ntr B4 twdre de Cleath. Quy 6ng ng'6i doi dién Lupin 1a Pai s Tay
Ban Nha & London.”

Ganimard ti€n 1én mot bwdc. Sholmes gitr 6ng ta lai. “Hay than trong.
Ong chi ¢c6 mdt minh.”

“Hén ciing the"”

“Khong, hin cé nhiéu tay chian gic ngoai dai 16. Va bén trong nha hang,
ngwoi dan 6ng kia...”

“Con tdi, khi tdi bit hin va xuwdng tén Arséne Lupin, tdi s& dwoc ta't cd
cac khach hang ciing voi bdi ban tng hd.”

“T6i van mudn ¢6 vai canh sat.”

“Nhung, 6ng Sholmes, ching ta khong c6 sw lira chon nao. Ching ta
phai bit hin khi c6 the.”

Sholmes biét Ganimard néi diing. Nén tin dung co hdi va c& ging ra
tay thoi. Sholmes chi khuyén Ganimard diéu nay: “Hay giau danh tinh cua
ong dén chung nao con gidu dwoc.”

Sholmes di chuyén ap sat mat hau ciia mot quay ban bao, & vi tri d6 6ng
ta van ¢6 th€ theo ddi Lupin dang nghiéng vé phia phu nhin Cliveden, mim

cwoi tro chuyén.



Ganimard sang dwong, hai tay dut tdi quan, nhw th€ 6ng ta dinh di xubi
theo dai 15, nhung khi budc sang via he bén kia roi, ong ta quay phét lai,
nhdy 1én cdc bac thém nha hang. Mot ti€ng coi rit lanh lanh. Ganimard x6
vao gi chi huy b0i ban, ga nay da bat thinh linh ding chinh inh & ctra va
ldc ba’y gior day bat Ganimard ra v&i vé cuc ky phin nd, nhw th€ dng ta 12
ké khong moi ma dén, khi€n nha hang phat xdu h. Ganimard ngac nhién.
Ciing ding liic &y, quy dng mic do choang dai di ra. Ong ta bénh viec vién
tham t& va tranh cai kich liét v&i ga chi huy boi ban. Ca hai tim 187y
Ganimard, mOt bén day ong ta vao, mot bén day ong ta ra, theo céi cach ma,
ba't chdp tA't ca cdc nd lwc va sy phan khang dién cu'dng clia Ong ta, bong

choc vién tham t& kho'n khd' da tha'y minh ngoai via he.

Ba ké dang danh 16n bj ddm dong vay xung quanh. Hai canh sat, nghe
tiéng "on 0, cd ging lach vao qua ddm dong, nhwng gip phai thdi do khing
cu kho hiéu, ching 1am gi dwoc trede nhitng tim leng va nhitng bo vai ken

dac lai ch6ng doi.

Nhuwng ba't chot, nhw thé bdi phép mau, ddm dong tan mat hét, 161 vao
nha hang tré nén quang qué. Ga chi huy bdi ban, nhan ra ring minh di sai,
181 rit xin 18i. Quy 6ng mic 4o choang dai thoi khdng cd ging vi vién thdm
t nira. Pam ddng giai tan. Hai ngwoi canh sat bd di. Ganimard voi va lao
t&i chi€c ban ma sdu vi khach dang ng6i. Tuy nhién lic ba’y gio’ chi con ¢6
nim! Ong ta nhin xung quanh... Ctra nha hang 12 161 ra duy nha'.

“Ké lic ndy ngdi & day!” Ganimard hét 1én v&i ndm vi khach dang

stng sot. “Hén dau?”
“Ong Destro?”

“Khong, Arsene Lupin!”



Mot ngwedi boi ban di dén, néi: “Ong d6 di 1én trén gic.”
Ganimard lao 1€n trén gac, hy vong tim th&y Lupin. Trén gic nha hang

1a cdc phong #n riéng va ¢ ciu thang riéng dan xudng dai 16.

“Bay gio thi chéng mong hong gi tim ki&¢m hén nira.” Ganimard 14m

bam. “Lic nay han da cao chay xa bay r6i.”

Anh ta cling chwa di dwore xa, nhiéu nha't chi ching hai tram mét, trén mot
¢O xe ngwa hai tAng tuy&€n Madeleine-Bastille. V&i ba con ngwa kéo, cb xe
lan banh rdt ém & qua quang treong Opéra, vE phia dai 10 Capucines. Hai

anh chang lyc lwong dirng chuyén tro & bac 1én xuéng. Tang trén, gan cau

thang, mdt 6ng gia dang nga ga ngu gat. b6 1a Herlock Sholmes.

Pau lic I theo nhip xe, vién thim t& ngwoi Anh ty nhd: “N&u Wilson
gap duoc minh bay gior, anh ta sé 18y 1am hanh dién vi cdng sy cuia anh ta
biét nhwong nao!... Oi chao! C6 the d& dang thay trude 1a cude dau tha't
bai r'61, ngay sau khi 6ng ta tuyt coi. Chaalng con lam dwoc gi ngoai viéc
canh chwng cac 167 ra va nhin vién tham t& cia ching ta khong the thoat.

Lupin thyc sy da khi€n cudc sdng trd nén thd vi va day h'oi hop.”

Pén bén cudi cung, Herlock Sholmes vwron ngwoi nhom xudéng, thay
Arséne Lupin roi khoi ¢b xe ngwa, va Sholmes nghe anh ta néi khi di ngang

qua hai anh chang vé si: “A I’Etoile.”



_“A I’Etoile,_ chinh xac ro1, mdt cudc hen. Minh s€ ¢ mat tai do.”

Sholmes nghi. “Minh s€ bam theo hai ga kia.”

Lupin 1én mdt chi€c xe hoi, con hai anh chang kia di bd sudt quang
dwong, c6 Sholmeés bam theo sau. Ho dwng lai trxd'c mot ngdi nha hep, s6
40 dwong Chalgrin, rung chuoéng. Sholmés an minh trong béng t6i mot
khung ctra, tor d6 6ng ta c6 th€ quan sat ngdi nha nghi van. Mot nguoi dan
ong m& cdc canh ngoai ciia mot 6 ctra sO tang trét, dong cac canh chop.
Nhung cédc canh chdp khdng cao 1€n t&i mép bén trén ciing cla ctra s6. Vi

vay, khoang bén trén cling clia ctra s hé.

Muei phit sau, mdt ngwoi dan 6ng cling rung chudéng ngdi nha do.
M4’y phiit sau, thém mot ngwoi dan ong nira. Chaamg bao lau sau, mot chi€c
xe hoi dd phia trede ngdi nha, dem dén hai ngwoi khdch: Arséne Lupin va

mot ¢ gdi gidu minh bén dwdi ta 4o choang rdng cling v&i tAim mang day.

“Tieu thw T6c vang, chac chan thé roi.” Sholmes ty nha khi chi€c xe

hot chay di.

Herlock Sholmes lic bay gio’ ti€n d€n ngdi nha, tréo 1én bé ctra sO,
dirng kiéng chan, 6ng ta c¢6 thé nhin vao qua khoang hé phia bén trén cic

canh chép. Ong ta trong thay gi?

Arséne Lupin, dya ngwoi vao thanh 10 swdi, dang néi hét sirc hang hai.
Nhitng ngurdi khéc tip trung xung quanh anh ta, chim chi 1ing nghe. Trong
s0 bon ho, Sholmes dé dang nhin ra ngwoi dan 6ng mic 4o choang va dng
ta cho rang mdt trong s& nhitng ngwdi con lai trong gidng ga chi huy boi
ban & nha hang. Ti€u thw Téc vang ng'6i trong chi€c ghé& banh, quay lung

lai ctra sO.

“Bon chiing dang ban bac.” Sholmés nghi. “Bon chiing lo ldng trudc sw



viéc xady ra & nha hang va dang t& chirc hoi d6ng quoc phong. A! S€ that tai
tinh lam sao n€u mot phat h6t dwoe ca 1a.”

Mot nguoi di ra phia cira. Sholmes nhay xudng da't, an minh vao bong
t0i. Ngwoi dan 6ng mic do choang va ga chi huy b6i ban roi khoi ngdi nha.
Lat sau, danh sang xud't hién & ctra sO tAng hai, nhung cac canh chdp ngay
1ap tirc dong lai, tAng trén clia ngdi nha tdi om y nhw tang duwdi.

“Lupin va ngwoi phu niv & tang trét, hai ké dong dang tang trén.”
Sholmes ty nha.

Sholmeés cim chd't & d6 tdi tan gan sdng, so’ trong ldc ong ta rovi di
Arseéne Lupin cling ¢6 th€ roi di ma't. Bon gio, trong thd’y hai vién canh sat
ddng cudi phd’, ong ta tiéh d&n, trinh bay hoan canh, va d€ bon ho canh
chirng. Ong ta qua nha riéng Ganimard trén dwong Pergolése, ddnh thirc
Ganimard day.

“T6i dang ¢Am chan hin.” Sholmes néi.

“Arsene Lupin v?”

“Phai.”

“Né&u 6ng khong cAm chan hin dwoc chic chin hon lic trude thi toi c6
1€ s€ tré vao giwong. Tuy nhién chiing ta cling ¢6 the€ d&€n d6n canh sat.”

Ho d&n don canh sat trén dwong Mesnil, r6i tw d6 dé€n nha riéng vién si
quan phu trach, mdt dng tén 1a Decointre. Pwoc nira ta canh sat thap ting,
ho kéo t&i dwong Chalgrin.

“C6 tinh hinh gi m&i khong?” Sholmes hoi.

“Khong c6 gi.”



Anh ngay vira rang, sau khi da dp dung nhitrng bién phdp cin thiét nham
ngan chan viéc tau thodt, vién si quan phu trach don canh sat rung chudng
va bat dau tham va'n ngudi gitk clira. Ngwdi dan ba hét sitc sor hii truedc

cudc doét kich lic sang s'm, run ray dap rang khong c6 ai & tang trét ca.
“Cai gi? Khong c6 ai sao?” Ganimard kéu lén.

“Vang a, nhung trén tang hai c6 hai 6ng cung ho Leroux. Ho da sdm

stra 0 dac cho can hd & tang trét, chuan bi don ba con than thudc gi d6.”
“Mot ngwoi dan 6ng va mot phu nie.”
“Vang a.”
“Bon ho t¢i ddy dém hém qua.”
“Co I&... Toi khong biét a... Lic &y toi di nga r'oi. Nhwng t6i khong
cho 1a nhw th€&, vi chia khéa van ddy. Ho chwa béo toi dwa chia.”

V&i chiéc chia khéa d6, vién si quan phu trach ¢6n canh sat mé ctra

can ho tang trét. N6 chi ¢6 hai phong, cac phong khong co ai.

“Khong thé nao!” Sholmes kéu I1én. “T6i trong tha’y ca hai dira bon

ching trong phong nay.”
“Chung ta hay l1én tang hai. Bon chung hin phai ¢ trén ay.”
“Tang hai ¢6 hai 6ng cung ho Leroux.”
“Chung ta s€ ki€m tra hai 6ng Leroux nay.”

Ta't ca di Ién theo cau thang. Vién s quan phu trach don canh sat bAm
chuéng. Sau h'6i chudng th hai, mét ngwoi dan 6ng ra mé cira. Anh ta mai
mac ¢6 4o so’ mi, Sholmes nhén ra dé 1a mdt trong s& cac vé si cua Lupin.

Anh ta td vé gian dw.



“Cac 6ng ¢4 y gi khi lam ™am 1 vao lic sang s¢'m nhw thé nay... danh
thirc ngwoi ta day...”
Nhung anh ta d6t ngdt im bat, strng so.

“Chua tha t61 cho t6i1!... Thyc sy 1a, thwa cac 6ng, tdéi khong nhian ra.
Sao a, day la 6ng Decointre! Va dng, 6ng Ganimard. Tdi ¢6 the gitp do cac
ong viéc gi?”

Ganimard cwoi pha 1€n khong kim dwoc, cuoi gip ca nguoi, ceoi dén
tim mat lai.

“A! La anh, Leroux.” Ong ta 1&p bdp. “Oi! Th& nay thi budn cuwdi qua!
Leroux, tong pham cta Arseéne Lupin! Oi, tdi chét mat. Con em trai cu,
Leroux, cau chang &y dau?”

“Edmond!” Ngwoi dan 6ng goi. “La Ganimard ghé tham chidng ta.”

Mot ngeoi dan 6ng khac xud't hién, va trong tha’y anh ta, con cwoi clia
Ganimard tang 1€n gdp doi.

“Qi! Oi! Ching tdi khong biét néi gi vé viéc nay! A! Céc ban cia toi
o1, cdc ban dang & vao mot tinh thé khé khan. Ai ma ngo dwgc?”

Quay sang Sholmes, Ganimard gi&i thiéu: “Victor Leroux, mot tham ti
& s& chiing t6i, mot trong nhirng thanh vién cw khdi nha't cua cai biét doi

thép &y... Edmond Leroux, thw ky trudng bd phan nhan trdc hoc.”
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9. Mot vu bt coc

erlock Sholmes khong néi gi. Phan d6i? Budc tdi hai ngwoi dan dng

nay? S& 14 v ich. Ong ta khong c6 ching cit, ciing khong ¢ thoi gian
tim ki®m ching ct, s& ching ai tin twdng dng ta ci. Ngoai ra, ong ta tirc t5i
nghet thé, nhung khéng th€ hién cam xuc ctia minh tred'c Ganimard dang
day dic thiang. Thé 1, dng ta trin trong cii chio hai anh em Leroux —

nhirng ngwoi lam nhiém vu bao vé xa hdi — va rit lui.

O'tién phong, Sholmes quay budc vé phia mot cdi cira thAm tha’p nhin
nhuw ctra dAn xu6ng ham chira, nhit mot vién da nhd mau d4 1én, d6 12 mot
vién ngoc h'dong lyu. Ra t&i ngoai dwong, 6ng ta ngoanh lai, doc dwgc dong

chir khic phia tred'c ngdi nha: Lucien Destange, kién triic sw, 1877.
Ngoi nha bén canh, ngdi nha sd 42, cling ¢c6 dong chtr nhw vay.

“Ludn ludn c6 hai 161 thoat ra, s6 nha 40 va sd nha 42 thong sang nhau
mot cach bi mét. Tai sao minh khéng nghi t¢i di€u nay? Pang 1€ minh phai

& lai v&i hai vién canh sat.”



Sholmes gap hai vién canh sat & gan géc phd va hoi ho: “Trong ldc toi

khong & day, da c6 hai ngwoi di ra khdi ngdi nha sd 42, ding ch?”
“Vang, mot nguoi dan 6ng va mot ngwoi phy nix.”

Ganimard d&n bén Sholmés. Sholmés nim cdnh tay 6ng ta, néi trong
khi ho bwéc di xudi theo con phd*: “Ong Ganimard, dng da cudi thodi mai

va chic chén sé tha cho t6i toi 1am phién 6ng.”
“O! Chaamg co hai gi, nhung chuyén 2y khoi hai qua.”

“To61 cong nhan. Nhung ngay mot chuyén khoi hai thu vi nha't cling

chong qua di thoi, chuyén hom nay cang chéng the bu'dn cwoi 1au.”
“To1 hy vong vay.”

“Pa la ngay thir bay, t6i chi ¢ lai dwore ba ngay nira. Sau d6 t6i phai tré
veé London.”

“O1

“T6i mudn dé nghi 6ng hdy sin sang, vi toi c6 1& s& goi 6ng ba't ctr gior
nao vao dém thr Ba hodc dém th Tw.”

“Cho mdt hanh trinh giong dém hom nay?”

“Vang, thwa 6ng, gidng hét.”

“KEét qua la gi?”

“Bét dwoc Arséne Lupin.” Sholmés dap.

“Ong cho 1a nhw th&?”

“T61 xin 128y danh dy ma thé, thwa 6ng.”

Sholmes tam biét Ganimard va t&i khach san gan nha't ngua vai ti€ng



d6ng h'6. Sau d6, tinh tdo lai va h'6i phuc sw ty tin, 6ng ta d&€n dwong
Chalgrin I'an ntra, nhét hai dong louis vao tay ba gia giwr ctra, ki€m tra cho
chic chén rang anh em Leroux d3 ra ngoai, va bi¢t thém thdng tin ngdi nha
thudc vé mot ong tén la Harmingeat. Puwgc dwa cho cay nén, 6ng ta di
xudng hdm chira qua cdi ctra thap ma géan cdi ctira nay Ong ta da tim thay
mot vién ngoc h'ong lyu. Dwdi chan ciu thang, 6ng ta tim thdy mot vién

nwra gidng hét.

“Minh khong nhdm ma.” Sholmes nghi. “Pay 1a 161 thong sang nha bén
kia. D€ xem chiéc chia khéa van niang ciia minh ¢6 mé dwg'c ham chira
danh riéng cho cai ké & tang trét khong. Pwoc, né mé dwoe. Bay gior, minh
s& ki€m tra nhitng thiing reeou vang nay... O! O! Pay la cc chd di sach

bui... va ¢é mot s dau chan trén san...”

Mot 4m thanh khé khang 1am Sholmes ddng tai nghe ngéng. Ong ta gip
rit déng canh ctra lai, thoi tit nén, nAp vao sau chdng vo thiing reou vang.
M4y gidy trdi qua, Ong ta thd'y mdt mang twong, twa nhwe mdt canh cira, mé
ra. Anh sdng cua mdt ngon den I'Ong roi vao hadm, mot canh tay xua't hién,

ti€p theo 1la mot ngwoi dan Ong.

Ga cui lom khom, y nhwr dang tim ki€m thir gi d6. Nhirng ngén tay ga
r& 1oy trén 16p bui va vai Mn gd quang thit gi d6 vao chiéc hop bia carton
cam @& tay trai. Sau da’y, ga x6a dd'u chan minh, cling nhw da'u chan cta
Lupin va Tiéu thu Téc vang. Gi dang sip stra roi khoi ham chira theo cdi
cach ga da vao thi bat mot ti€ng kéu khan khan, nga lan xuéng da't.
Sholmeés vira nhdy phdc 1én nguwdi ga. P4 1a s viée xay ra trong tich tic, va
bang mot cach don gian nha't trén doi, ga dan 6ng bong tha'y minh nim

song swo't ra san, bi de xudng, cong hai tay lai.



“Mi ¢6 gi de’khai khong? Hay khai xem mi biét gi!”

Gi dan 6ng tra 1o bang mot nu cwdi mai mia, khi€n Sholmes nhén ra
ring chi't vi'n ga 1a vo ich. Ong ta danh lyc tdi quéan tdi 4o ctia ké bj bét,
nhung chi tim thd’y mdt chum chia khéa, mdt chi€c mui soa, cing hdp bia
carton dyng ching mwoi vién ngoc h'ong lyu twong ty nhirng vién ong ta
da phat hién dvorc.

Vay 0ng ta s€ lam gi v&i ga dan dng nay? Poi cac chién hiru cia ga téi
clru ga va giao ca 1t cho canh sat? Viéc d6 dem lai lori 16c gi? Viéc d6 khién

ong ta c6 lgi thé gi tred'c Lupin?

Sholmes do dw, nhwng viéc xem xét chiéc hdp da quyét dinh cau tra 1o1.
Trén chi€c hop ghi tén va dia chi sau day: Leonard, tho kim hoan, dirong
La Paix.

Sholmes quyét dinh mic ké ga dan 6ng cho s& phan. Ong ta khéa ham
chira va roi khdi ngdi nha. Tai mot chi nhanh bwu dién, 6ng ta danh dién
cho 6ng Destange, n6i rang hom nay ong ta khdng d&n duwoc. R'6i ong ta tdi
gap nguoi the kim hoan, dwa nhirng vién ngoc h'ong Iyu, néi: “Co chi bao
toi dwa nhirng vién ngoc h'dng lyu nay tdi. Co6 chi mudn lam lai chiéc

vong.”

Sholmes di nhim triing dich. Ngudi tho kim hoan ddp: “TAt nhién, co
&y goi cho t6i r'oi. C6 &y bao hdm nay c6 &y s€ toi day.”

Sholmes dirng & via h¢ cho’ ngwoi phu nix. Tuy nhién, ndm gio, 6ng ta
mai trong thdy mdt ngwoi phu niv che mang day budc vao ctra hiéu. Qua
ctra sO, Ong ta trong thd’y nguoi nay dit 1én trén quay mot mon trang stirc cO

c6 gan nhirng vién ngoc h'ong lyu.



Co6 ta gan nhw ngay 1ap tiec roi khoi ctra hiéu, rdo bwdc qua cac con phd’
xa la @61 voi vién tham t& ngeoi Anh. Vi da nhd nhem t&1i, 6ng ta phai bam
sdt ngwoi phu ni, theo ¢6 ta di vao mdt ngdi nha ndm tAng, mdi tang co hai
can ho, do d6 s6 nguoi & thué 1a kha dong. Lén dén tang ba, co ta dung lai,
di vao mot can ho. Hai phit sau, vién tham t& ngwoi Anh thie chim chia
khéa ma ong ta 18y dugc cia ga dan 6ng trén dwong Chalgrin. Chiéc chia

khéa thit tw phit hop véi & khéa.

Mic du t&1 om om, Sholmés vAn cdm nhan duoc cin hd hoan toan
trdng trai, y nhw khong cé ai &, va cac canh cira dé€u md, nén 6ng ta nhin

dwore ta't ca cac can phong.

Phia cudi mot hanh lang, Ong ta trong thdy mot tia sdng. Ron rén di
dén, ghé mét vao ctra kinh, dng ta trong thd'y ngwdi phu nit che mang da bd
mil va vdy dai mac ngoai dwong, lic b’y gio’ dang khodc chi€c vay dai méc
nha bang nhung. Trang phuc thay ra ndm trén chi¢c ghé& dya duy nha't trong

phong, va mét cay den dit trén bé 10 sudi.

R0i Sholmes trong tha’y ¢d ta tién d&n chd 10 swdi, n mdt cai nit nhwe
nit chudng dién. Ngay lap tlc, tAm van twong & phia bén phai 1o swdi tw tw
trro't vao dang sau tAm van bén canh, d€ 16 mot cai cira da cho mdt nguwoi

di qua. Nguoi phu nir bi€n ma't qua cdi ctra d6, dem theo ciy den.

Thao tidc qua don gian, Sholmes thyc hién va bam dudi nguoi phu ntr.
Ong ta bdng tha'y minh & trong béng &1 hoan toan, va ngay 1ap tirc cam
tha’y ¢6 céi gi mém mai co vao mit. Ong ta chAm diém, nhan ra ring dng ta
dang trong mdt can phong ra't chat, day 4o choang va vay dai treo trén moc.
Ong ta than trong di qua, cho t&i ldc gidp mot 6 cira thd manh manh. Ong ta

chim chim nhin vao, va, kia, Ti€u thy Téc vang dang & kia, treéc méit dng



ta, gan nhw né€u O6ng ta veon tay ra la voi toi.

Co ta thoi tit cay den, bat cdc bong dién 1én. Liic by gicr, Sholmeés mdi
quan sat dwoc 16 rang gwong mit d6. Ong ta kinh ngac. Nguoi phu nit —
ngwoi ma 6ng ta da I4n ra tung tich sau bao nhiéu khé khan, sau bao nhiéu

muu chwdc va tha doan — ch:fmg phai ai khéc, chinh la Clotilde Destange.

Clotilde Destange — ké st hai Nam twéc d’Hautrec, k& ddnh cép vién kim
cwong xanh! Clotilde Destange — ban gai bi an ctia Arséne Lupin! Tieu thw

To6c vang!

“Phai, minh chi 1a con ltra ngu ngd'c.” Luc &y, Herlock Sholmes twy nhu
tham. “Vi ban gdi ciia Arseéne Lupin t6c vang, con Clotilde téc nau, minh
khong bao gior c6 the twdng twong ra rang day lai 12 cling mot ngwoi.
Nhung lam sao Ti€u the Téc vang van gitr téc vang sau khi da sat hai 6ng

Nam twde kia va ddnh cip vién kim cwong dwge?”

Sholmes nhin dwgc mot gée can phong. P6 1a mot khué phong, dwoc
bay bién 10ng 14y xa hoa va theo gu thim my tinh t& bac nha't. Chiéc trang
ky g0 gu v&i nhitng tAm dém boc lua k& sét birc twong d6i dién 6 cira
Sholmes dang ding. Clotilde ng'6i trén chi€c trang ky nay, ba't dong, hai
ban tay 6m 18y mat. R'6i 6ng ta nhan ra Clotilde dang khéc. Nhirng giot 1€
1&n 1an trén d6i ma nhot nhat va nhd ting giot, tirng giot, xuéng vat vay

nhung. Nhirng giot 1€ 13 cha tu6n, ta nhw khong bao gio nging.



Mot canh cira 1ang 1€ mé sau lwng Clotilde, va Arséne Lupin budc vao.
Anh ta ngim ngudi ban gdi h'di 1au ma ch?ing d€ co ta bi€t minh da xua't
hién. R01 anh ta ti€n dén, quy xudng bén chan co6 ta, ap dau cod ta vao nguc
minh, choang hai tay 6m 18y c6 ta, va hanh dong cua anh ta thé hién mot
tinh yéu, mot sw cdm thong vo han. Trong mot lic, ching ai néi véi ai 101

ndo, nhung nudc mét ciia Clotilde vori bot.
“Anh da rat mu6n lam cho em hanh phic.” Lupin 1am bam.
“Em hanh phuc ma.”

“Khong, em dang khéc... Nwdc mét em lam tan nét trdi tim anh,
Clotilde.”

Nhirng cdi vudt ve va giong néi tha'u hi€u ctia Lupin khién Clotilde
ngudi ngoai. Cd ta 1ing nghe ngudi yéu vai ndi khat khao tha thigt vé hanh
phtc, hy vong. Nét mit ¢ ta diu di nho’ nu cwoi, nhweng nu cwoi méi bu'én
ba lam sao! Anh ta ti€p tuc néi, giong khan cau day au yém: “Em khong

dwoc buon, Clotilde. Em khong c¢6 1y do gi ma buon.”

Co6 ta chia ddi ban tay tring mudt, thanh td ra, trang nghiém néi: “C6

da’y, Maxime. HE em trong thd’y d6i ban tay nay, em lai budn.”
“Tai sao?”

“Tai vi ching da vay mau.”

%/ 7 N

“Thoéi nao! Pirng nghi vé viéc d6!” Lupin kéu Ién. “Cai chét d6 la
chuyén da qua r'6i. Pung khoi goi lai ntra.”

Va Lupin hon 1én d6i ban tay dai, thanh td, con Clotilde thi dim dim
nhin anh ta v&i nu cudi di troi tin hon, nhu theé mdi nu hon 6 tic dung

x6a nhoa di mét chut céi ky e dang so.



“Anh phai yéu em, Maxime. Anh phai, b&i khong nguoi con gédi nao
yéu anh bing em yéu anh dau. Vi anh, em di 1am nhiéu viéc, khong vi anh
ra Iénh hay yéu ciu, ma vi sy phuc ting nhirng wé'c vong tham kin ctia anh.
Em da lam cédc viéc ma y chi va lwong tim em ghé tdm, nhuwng c6 thir strc
manh bi an nao da’y khi€n em chfmg the ceong dwoe. Nhirng gi em lam,
em lam mot cach may moéc, cheamg chu tim, vi n6 ¢6 ich do1 voi anh, vi anh

mong mudn... va ngdy mai em lai s&n sang lam... lu6n ludn sdn sang.”

“Oi, Clotilde.” Lupin néi v&i vé cay ding. “Tai sao anh lai 16i kéo em
vao cdi cudc doi day phiéu lru mao hi€m ctia anh? Anh ddng I€ van phai 1a
Maxime Bermond em yéu ndm nam trudc, va dwng d€ cho em biét... cdi

con nguwoi kia cua anh.”

Clotilde ha giong tham thi: “Em ciling yéu cdi con ngwoi kia, em khdng
c6 gi nudi ti€c ca.”

“C0, em ¢6 nudi ti€c cudc doi ngay trede, cude doi vui vé, thodi mai
em tung so6ng.”

“Em khong ¢6 gi nudi ti€c khi anh dang bén em day.” Clotilde néi v&i
vé say dam. “Moi 16i IAm, moi ti 4c bién mat khi em trong tha’y anh. Khi
anh ving mit, em c6 th€ dau dén, khéc 16¢, va khiép so nhitng gi em da
lam. Nhung anh xudt hién, ta't cd dwoc lang quén hét. Tinh yéu cda anh xda

sach moi di€u. Va em lai hanh phuc... Nhwng anh phai yéu em!”

“Anh khong yéu em do bit budc, Clotilde. Anh y&u em don gian vi...

anh yéu em.”
“Anh chic chin th& ch&?”

“Anh chic chdn vai tinh yéu cia ban than anh cling nhw véoi viéc anh



thudc vé€ em ma. Chi ¢6 diéu cudc doi anh qua soi ndi, qua nao dong, anh

chaalng the’ bén em nhiéu nhw ngay lic nay anh dang mong mudn.”
“Sao thé€? Lai mot mdi nguy hi€m ma&i w? N6i cho em nghe di!”
“O! Khong ¢6 gi nghiém trong. Chi 1a...”
“Chi la sao?” Clotilde héi.
“0, dng ta dang bam theo dd'u v&t bon anh.”
“Ai co? Herlock Sholmes w?”

“Phai, 6ng ta la ngwoi da 16i Ganimard vao vu viéc & nha hang
Hungary. Ong ta 12 ngwdi dd yéu céu hai tay canh sét gdc ngdi nha trén
dwong Chalgrin. Anh c6 bang ching chitng té diéu ndy. Sdng hom nay

Ganimard da kham xét ngo6i nha va Sholmes di cung 6ng ta. Chwa ke'la...”
“Chuwa ké'la sao?”

“A, con mot viéc nira. Mot trong s6” nhirng ngwoi ctia bon anh da mat

tich.”

“Al co?”

“Jeanniot.”

“Lao gac cra Ay a?”

“Phai.”

“Sao, em bdo 130 sang hom nay t&i dwong Chalgrin nhét nhirng vién
ngoc h'dong Iyu bi roi khdi chi€c tram gai dau cua em.”

“Thé’ thi chic chén Sholmes bét ldo r'oi.”

“Khong, nhitng vién ngoc hong Iyu van duge dwa dén cho the kim



hoan dwong La Paix.”
“Vay chuyén gi da xay ra v&i 1do nhi?”
“O1! Maxime, em sQ.”

“Khong c6 gi phai s¢, nhung anh thd nhan ring tinh hinh hién rat
nghiém trong. Ong ta da biét d&n dau roi? Ong ta dang 4h minh chd nio?

Sw don ddc 1a 14 bai manh ctia 6ng ta. Anh khéng voi téi 6ng ta dworc.”
“Anh dinh lam sao?”

“Hanh dong mdt cach hét stec than trong, Clotilde. Dao trwdc, anh da c6
y dinh chuyén chd & t&i noti an toan hon, va viéc Sholmes xua't hién hdi
thiic anh ngay 14p tirc thye hién y dinh nay. Khi mét nguoi nhwe vy bam
theo da'u v&€t minh, minh phai chuahn bj tinh thdn cho kha nang xau nhat.
Cha, anh dang chuan bj diy. Ngay kia, thit Tw, anh s€ chuyén chd &. Dén
trwa 12 moi viéc phai hoan tat. Hai gic, anh s€ roi khoi chd cii, sau khi da
x0a sach nhirng da'u vé€t cudi cung cia bon anh & dd, ciing khong don gian
dau. Tw gio toi lic Ay...”

“Oi!”

“Tw gio’ tdi lic Ay, chiing ta khong dwgc gdp nhau va em khong dwoc
d€ ai trong thdy, Clotilde. Pung di ra ngoai. Anh khong lo s¢’ cho ban than

anh, nhwng anh lo s¢’ cho em.”
“Vién tham t& ngwoi Anh khéng dong dén em dwoe dau.”

“Anh khong chic chin vé diéu d6. Ong ta 12 ngwdi nguy hi€m. Hom
qua, anh dén day luc soat cdi td dyng gidy tor, h'6 so’ cli clia cha em. Nguy
hiém ndm & c4i ti d6. Nguy hi€m nim & khip noi. Anh c6 cam gidc 6ng ta

dang theo doi chiing ta, dang siét cdi lwdi xung quanh chiing ta lai mdi lic



mot chat. N6 1a mot trong s nhirng linh cdm chwa bao gior danh lwa anh.”

“Néu th€ thi, Maxime, hy di di, va duwng suy nghi vé viéc em khéc
nira. Em s€ diing cdm, s€ kién nhan doi cho cho t&i ldc nguy hi€m qua di.

Adieu, Maxime.”

Ho 6m nhau mot lic, cai 6m au y&€m cudi cung. Va chinh Clotilde da
diu dang day Lupin ra khéi phong. Sholmes ¢6 thé nghe thay ti€ng ho Vzatng

lai dang xa xa.

Sy doi hai ctia hoan canh va sy cap bach phai két thic diéu tra khién
Sholmés quyét dinh khdm xét ngdi nha ma dng ta lot vao. Ong ta di ngang
qua khué phong cua Clotilde ra mét hanh lang, cu6i hanh lang nay c6 cau
thang din xudng ting dudi. Ong ta sip stra theo ciu thang di xudng thi
nghe th&y tiéng néi & phia dwdi, nén dng ta thay d6i 16 trinh. Ong ta ct di
theo hanh lang, mot hanh lang hinh tron, va phat hién dwgc mot cau thang
khéc, ong ta di xudng, bdng tha’y xung quanh c6 vé quen thudc. Ong ta di
qua mot céi cta dang khong khép hin, bude vao mot cidn phong 16n hinh

tron. D6 1a thw vién cua 6ng Destange.

“A! Tuyét vori!” Sholmes bat th6t. “Bay gior thi minh hi€u hét ta't ca
roi. Khué phong cua tiéu thu Clotilde, Ti€u the Téc vang, thong sang mot
can phong trong ngo61i nha bén canh, va ng6i nha d6 khong quay mdt ra
quang treong Malesherbes, ma quay mat ra con phd k& bén, phd’
Montchanin, néu minh nhé ding tén... Va by gico thi minh hiu bang cich
nao Clotilde Destange gip dwoc ngwdi yéu, tuy nhién van tao ra 4n tegng
12 ¢6 ta ludn 1udn & nha. Minh ciing hiéu bing cich ndo Arséne Lupin ¢
the’bi an xua't hién trén bao lon t6i hdm qua. A! Hin phéi c6 mot 161 khéc

thong gitra thwr vién va can phong bén canh. Thém mot ng6i nha day nhirng



167 to7 tim! Va chic chin Lucien Destange lai 1a ngudi thiét k&... Minh
nén tan dung co hdi nay xem xét cac gid'y to trong chiéc td kia, minh ¢6 1€
s€ biét dwore dia di€m nhirng ngdi nha khac v&i cac 167 di bi mat do 6ng
Destange xay dung.”

Sholmes 1&n trén bao lon, nd’p ding sau nhirng tim rém. Ong ta & day
mii t&i khuya. Cudi cling thi mot ngudi ddy té cling vao tit cidc bong den
dién. Mot ti€ng dong h'6 sau, vién tham t Anh qudc, nho dnh sdng ngon
den pin soi dwong, ti€n dén chd chiéc ti. Ping nhw 6ng ta phdng dodn,
chi€c ta dung ddy gid'y to cii, cac ban thié€t k&, tai liéu k¥ thuat, va hang tap
sao ké tai khodn ngan hang. Ciing c¢6 ca mot loat s sach, dwoc sdp x&p theo
thr ty ngay thang, va Sholmes lya chon nhitng cudn s6 méi nhat, ra muc
luc tim ki&m cdi tén Harmingeat. Ong ta tim thd'y n trong mot cudn s,
trang 63. Gi¢ trang do ra, dng ta doc: Harmingeat, s6"40 dwong Chalgrin.
Tiép theo 1a mo6 ta chi tiét viéc xdy dung, cing voi viée léip dat mot chi€c 10

sw@i trong ngdi nha. Va ai d6 da ghi bén €: Xem sao ké tai khodn M .B.

“A! Minh da nghi nhw th€.” Sholmes néi. “Tai khoan M.B. la tai khoan

minh mu6én xem. Tt @6 minh s€ biét dwoc noi & thwe sy cta dng Lupin.”

Hét dém, Sholmés mai tim tha’y cac sao ké tai khoan quan trong nay.
N6 bao gdm muoi sdu trang, mot trang 1a nhirng c6ng viéc lam cho 6ng
Harmingeat & dwong Chalgrin. Mot trang khac 1a nhirng c6ng viéc lam cho
Ong Vatinel, cht nhan ng6i nha s& 25 dwong Clapeyron. Mt trang khac
dwore danh cho Nam twdc d’Hautrec, s6” 134 dai 16 Henri-Martin. Mot trang
khac duoc danh cho 1au dai Crozon. Va muroi mot trang khac nira thudc veé

nhiéu ch nha khac & Paris.

Sholmes 14p danh sach mwoi mot cdi tén va dia chi &y. R'6i dng ta tra
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tap sao ké veé cho cti, mo’ cira sO, nhay ra con phd vdng tanh vang ngat,

dong céc canh chop lai sau lwng minh.

Vé dén cin phong khach san, 6ng ta chdm mot tau thud'c 14 vori ta't ca
st long trong da tréd thanh théi quen, va gitka dam kh6i mu mit, 6ng ta
nghién ctru xem ¢6 th€ suy ludn dwoc diéu gi tw tai khoan cia M.B., hay,

ndi cach khdc, tir tai khoan cia Maxime Bermond, biét hiéu Arséne Lupin.

T4m gicr, Sholmes giti 16i nhin sau dAy cho Ganimard:

T6i nghi sang hom nay tdi s€ ghé qua dwong Pergolése, va sé€ cho
ong biét vé mot ké ma viée bét gilr k& nay 12 t&i quan trong. BAt
luén trong treong hop nao, 6ng ciing hay cé mat tai nha to dém
hém nay dén trira ngdy mai va bd' tri s&n sang it nha't ba mwoi nhan

vién.”

R0i 6ng ta thué mot chi€c xe hoi dang dd ngoai dai 10, Ia chon chiéc
xe ¢6 ngwoi tai x& trong t6t bung nhwng khong khon ngoan, yéu cau anh ta
14i t&i quang treong Malesherbes, va dd cdch nha dng Destange do ba

muol mét.

“Anh ban, hdy dong ctra xe lai.” Sholmes bdo nguoi tai x&'. “Dyng c&
40 khodc 1én, vi gi6 lanh 1dm d4’y, va hdy kién nhin cho doi. Sau mot tieng
reei dong h'o, hdy cho xe nd mdy. Khi toi quay lai, ching ta s€ dé€n dwong
Pergolese.”

Trong lic budc qua cac bac thém d€ di 1én ctra cia ngdi nha, tim tri
Sholmés xué't hién mdt ndi ngo vire. Liu Ong ta ¢ sai Tam khong khi danh

thoi gian giai quyét chuyén Ti€u thw Toc vang, trong khi Arséne Lupin



dang chuéh bj thay d6i chd &? Liéu tip trung vao tim ki€m noi té tdc cta ké

th trong s6" mwoi mdt ngdi nha kia ¢6 phai viéc ¢an lam hon hay khéng?

“O!” Sholmes kéu 1én. “Khi Tiéu thw Téc vang da nam trong tay minh,

minh s€ lam chu dworc tinh thé.”

Va ong ta bAm chudng.

C)ng Destange da & trong thw vién. Ho m¢&i lam viéc dwore may phat thi
Clotilde bwdc vao, chao cha, sang phong khach bén canh d6, ng6i xuéng
viét lach. Tw chd minh, Sholmes c6 the trong tha’y ¢d ta ng'di khom lung
bén ban, va chdc chdc lai ddm chim trong suy nghi. Khong 1au sau, 6ng ta
c¢am 1&én mot cudn sach, néi voi dng Destange: “Pay 1a cudn sach ti€u thw

Destange bao t6i mang sang cho c6 khi tim thay.”

Sholmes bwdc vao can phong khach nhd, ding tredc Clotilde theo céi
cach khién cha c6 ta khong trong tha’y c6 ta dwoc. Ong ta néi: “Toi 1a

Stickmann, the ky m&i ctia cha ¢6.”

“O!” Clotilde chang budn nhic nhich, ddp 15i. “Cha t6i da d6i thw ky!
T6i khong biét day.”

“Vang, thua ti€u thw, va tdi mudn ndi chuyén voi ti€u the.”

A ’Xo N A \A‘. /\‘X \A * ~ .
“Thwa Ong, xin moi 6ng ng61. To1 xong ro1 day.”



Clotilde thém ma’y chi¥ vao bic thw, ky tén, cho vao phong bi, gén xi,
c't cac thr gidy buit, goi dién, ndi chuyén v&i thor may, bao thg may gap
rat hoan thanh mot chi€c vay dai d€ di du lich, vi cd ta can ¢6 n6 ngay 1ap
ttrc. R'0i, quay sang Sholmes, co ta néi: “Toi sin sang nghe dng day, thura
ong. Nhung 6ng khong mu6n trao doi tred'c mat cha tdi w? Nhw thé’ chaalng

hay hon v?”

“Khéng, thwa ti€u thw. Va xin ¢, co dirng cao giong. Ong Destange
khong nghe thdy cudc chuyén trod gitra ching ta thi hay hon.”

“Hay hon cho ai?”

“Cho co0, thwra ¢6.”

“T6i khong th€ bang 10ng trao d6i v&i 6ng nhitng diéu ma cha toi c6 18
s€ khong dworc biet.”

“Nhung cd phai bing 1ong. D6 12 ménh 1énh.”

Ca hai cuing dirng 1én, mét soi vao mét. Clotilde bdo Sholmés: “Thuwa
ong, ong noi di.”

Vian ditng, 6ng ta bit dau: “Mong cd tha 16i néu téi c6 nham 1an & mot
s&’ diém thir y&u nao d6. Tuy nhién, tdi xin ddm bao rang nhirng tuyén bd’
cua toi vEé dai thé€' la chinh xac.”

“Thwa 6ng, ching ta khdong bd qua dugc nhirng 1oi rao tredre don sau
nay hay sao? Liéu c6 can thi€t phai nhw thé?”

Sholmes cam thd’y ngwdi phu nir tré dang sén sang phong vé&, nén Ong ta
dap: “Puoc thoi, t0i s& di thing vao van dé. Nm nim trude, cha ¢d 1am
quen v&i mot thanh nién tén 1a Maxime Bermond, nguwoi ty gidi thi€u minh

1a chd thau x4y dung hay kién tric sw gi d6, tdi khdng chéc chin 1dm



nhwng dai loai 12 nghé nay hosc nghé kia. Ong Destange di nay sinh thién
cam v&i chang thanh nién, va vi tinh trang strc khde budc dng &y rit lui

khoi chuyén lam an ban ron, 6ng &'y tin twdng giao cho dng Bermond thyc
hién mot s6"hop d6ng 6ng &y nhan dwee tor mot sd khach hang cii va xem

ra 6ng Bermond hoan toan c6 kha nang dap &ng viéc nay.”

Herlock Sholmes ngirng lai. Ong ta thdy ¢6 géi dwong nhw xanh xao
hon. Tuy nhién, chgng c6 18y mot chit run ray nao trong giong co ta khi cd
ta n6i: “Thwa 6ng, t6i khong hé biét t&i cdi hoan canh 6ng dang dé cip, va
toi khong tha’y 1y do tai sao t6i phdi quan tdm.”

“Ly do 1a, thwa ti€u thw, cd biét, cling y nhw t6i bi€t, Maxime Bermond

con duoc goi la Arsene Lupin.”

Clotilde cwoi to, néi: “Phi 1y! Arséne Lupin w? Maxime Bermond la

Arséne Lupin! O! Khong! Khong thé nao!”

“T61 ¢6 cai vinh du dugrc thong bao cho c6 bi€t thuce t&” do, va vi co
khong chiu higu y toi, toi xin thong bdo thém rang Arséne Lupin di tim
tha’y trong ng6i nha nay mdt ngwoi ban con hon cd mot ngwoi ban va mot

ké tong pham, tan tdm tan lyc vi anh ta mot cach thi€t tha, mu quéng.”

Khong bicu 16 chit xic dong nao, hay it nha't cling gan nhw khong bi€u
16 chut xtc déng nao, toi mirc Sholmes phai sirng sd't triedre sy tw chd cia
Clotilde, c6 ta tuyén bd: “T6i khong hi€u muc dich cua 6ng, thwa 6ng, va
toi khong quan tam, nhwng t6i yéu cau 6ng khong ti€p tuc néi nira, §ong
thoi roi khéi ngdi nha nay.”

“T6i khong cé y dinh budc cd chiu dwng sy hién di€n cda t6i.” Sholmes
dap, voi vé diém tinh khong kém. “Nhwng t6i s€ khong rovi khoi ngdi nha

nay mot minh.”



“Ai s roi khoi ngdi nha nay cung dng vay, thwa 6ng?”

‘6C6 .’?

“Néu...”

“Véng, thwrra ti€u thw, ching ta s€ cuing roi khoi ngbi nha nay, va ¢ sé
di theo t6i khong mot loi phan d61.”

Piéu la lung trong cudc hdi dép dang dién ra la ca hai dich thi déu hoan
toan diém tinh. N6 trong khong cé vé gi 1a cudc da'u tay doi khdng khoan
nhwong gitra hai y chi ddy sirc manh, ma, néu chi danh gid qua thai d6 bé
ngoai va giong ndi cda ho, ngwoi ta hin s@ nghi khong c6 gi nghiém trong

hon mdt cudce tranh luédn lich sy vé mét chi dé vo thuong vo phat nao do.

Clotilde lai ng'6i xudng, khong budn tra loi cdi y cudi ciing cla
Herlock Sholmes, chi khé€ nhin vai. Sholmes nhin dong h'¢ deo tay, noi:
“Biy gio’ 1a mwoi redi. Nam phdt nira chdng ta s€ rovi khoi day.”

“Cole...”

“Bang khong, tdi sé gdp ong Destange, néi v&i 6ng Yy...”

“Pieu gi?”

“Sw that. Toi sé€ cho 6ng &y biét vé cudc doi tdi 161 cia Maxime
Bermond, va t6i s€ cho 6ng Ay biét vé cudc doi hai mat cia ké tong pham.”

“Cua ké tong pham?”

“Phai, ngwoi con gai dworc goi 1a Ti€u the Toc vang, nguoi con gai

trede day toc vang.”

“Ong sé& dwa nhirng chirng cr nao ra cho 6ng ay?”



“Toi s& dan 6ng &'y d&€n dwong Chalgrin, va cho dng 4’y xem cdi 187 bi
mat gitra ngdi nha s& 40 v&i ngdi nha sd 42 ma Arsene Lupin, trong lic
thyc hién cong viéc dwoce giao, da yéu cau cong nhan lam, cai 161 ma hai
dém trwdc ¢ va anh ta vira st dung.”

«O1”

“R°6i tO1 s& dan dng Destange t¢i ngdi nha cta dng Detinan. Ching toi
s€ di xudng theo cau thang danh cho ngwoi hdu ma cd va Arséne Lupin st
dung d€ tr6n thoat khdi Ganimard. Ching t6i s€ cung nhau kham xét cai 161
thong sang ngdi nha bén canh, ngdi nha quay mat ra dai 16 Batignolles chir

khong quay mét ra dwong Clapeyron.”
“\(A) !7’

“Toi s& dan 6ng Destange t&i 1au dai Crozon, va dng 4y, ngwdi hi€u ban
cha't cdng viéc trung tu do Arséne Lupin thye hién, s& dé dang khdm ph4 ra
cac 161 bi mit ma anh ta bao cdng nhan lam. Tw d6 nguoi ta sé chirng minh
ring céc 187 bi mat &y cho phép Tiéu thw Téc vang ban dém lot vio phong
ba B4 twdc ddnh cip vién kim cwong xanh d& & trén bé 10 swdi, va, hai tuan
sau, bang cach thirc trrong t, lot vao phong 6ng Bleichen, gidu vién kim
cwong vao chai thudc danh rang ctia 6ng ta. Mt hanh dong that la lung, toi
xin thu thwyc. C6 1€ 1a mdt sy trd thu cua phu nt, téi cling khong biét, va

khong quan tam.”
“\0!7,

“Sau d6...” Herlock Sholmés néi, giong nghiém trang hon. “T6i s& dan
ong Destange dén s& 134 dai 10 Henri-Martin, va ching ta s€ bi€t cai cach

Nam twdc d’Hautrec bi...”



“Khong, khong, 6ng im di.” Co gai 14p bip, dot ngot tré nén khiép so.

“T6i caAm Ong!... Ong dam béo la tdi w... 6ng budc tdi t6i w?”
“T6i budc toi ¢6 da giét chét Nam twde d’Hautrec.”
“Khong, khong, d6 1a sy doi trd.”

“Co da giét chét Nam twdoc d’Hautrec, thwa ti€u thw. C6 da phuc vu 6ng
&y dudi céi tén Antoinette Bréhat, nhim muc dich danh cép vién kim

cwong, va coO da gi€t chét ong ay.”

“Thwa 6ng, 6ng dirng ndi nira.” Clotilde khan céau. “Vi dng da biét

nhiéu nhw thé r'oi, ong ta't bi€t tdi khdng sat hai 6ng Nam twde.”

“Thuwa ti€u thw, t6i khong bao la ¢6 sat hai 6ng Nam twdc. Nam twdc
d’Hautrec thi thodng lai 1én con dién ma chi c6 xo' Auguste ki€m ché” dworc.
Chinh ba Ay néi v&i tdi diéu nay. Khi ba Ay ving miit, 6ng ta hin da tan
cdng cd, va trong lic chié€n dd'u véi dng ta, cd da danh chét 6ng ta d€ ciru
mang minh. Hoang s¢’ trwdre tinh hudng qué kinh khiing, c6 da bA'm chudng
va bo chay ma thdm chi chwa kip 18y vién kim cwong & ngén tay nan nhan.
M2’y phut sau, cd quay lai cing mot trong nhitng ké dong 16a ctia Arsene
Lupin, mot day t& & ngdi nha bén canh, c6 dit 6ng Nam twdc 1én givong,
cO don dep can phong gon gh€, nhwng c6 s¢ chﬁng dam 12y vién kim
cwong. Nao, téi vira thudt lai cho cd nhirng gi da xay ra dém hom &Yy. Toi
nhéc lai, c6 khdng cd y sit hai 6ng Nam tudc, nhung ong ta di chét dudi
ban tay c6.”

Clotilde bit chéo hai ban tay, dp chiit vao trdn mdt liic 1au, nhitng ngén

tay thon dai, tring mudt, thanh td. Cudi cling, nhirng ngén tay loi ra, co ta

noi, giong thim dam dau khd: “Va dng c¢6 ¥ dinh cho cha t6i biét tat ca?”



“Phai, va t6i s€ cho 6ng &y biét tdi da cé cac nhan chirng bao gom: c6
Gerbois — nguoi s€ nhan ra Ti€u the Téc vang, xo Auguste — ngwoi s€ nhan
ra Antoinette Bréhat, ba B4 twd'c Crozon — ngwoi s€ nhan ra phu nhan de
Réal. D6 l1a nhirng gi toi s€ cho 6ng ay bi€t.”

“Ong s€ khong dam lam nhw th€”"” Clotilde n6i, 18y lai dwoe sy ty cha
khi m&i hi€m hoa da ké can.

Sholmes dirng ddy, bwdc mot budrc vE phia thw vién. Clotilde ngan dng

ta lai: “Héng khoan, thwa dng.”

Co ta dwng lai, nghi ngori mdt chiit, r'oi, hoan toan lam chu tinh thé’, ¢6
ta no1: “Ong la Herlock Sholmes.”

“Phai.”

“Ong mudn gi & t6i?”

“T6i mudn gi w? T6i dang dd'u voi Arsene Lupin, va toi phai thang.
Cudc dau gior day dang 1én dén cao trao, va t6i nghi mdt con tin c6 gia tri
nhw ¢cd s€ tao loi thé rd't 1on cho ti tred'e A6 tha. Vi the, thwa cd, ¢6 sé di
theo toi. T6i s€ giao ¢6 cho mot trong nhitng ngwoi ban cida tdi. Co s€ dwoc

trao tra tw do ngay sau khi cudc dau két thic.”
“Chi the th6i?”

“Chi th& thoi. To6i khong thude lwe lwong canh sat nwdc nay, va do do,

t6i khong nghi toi ¢6 nghia vu... bit ¢d.”

Clotilde xem ra da di t&i quyét dinh... tuy nhién, ¢4 ta con tam chén
chir. C6 ta nhim mit lai, @& tap trung suy nghi t8t hon. Sholmés ngac nhién
nhin ¢ ta. Lic bay gio, co ta trong thit thanh than va dwong nhu tho o voi

nhirng nguy hieém dang de doa minh. Sholmes nghi: C6 ta ¢6 nghi la c6 ta



dang gdp nguy hi€m khong? Chic khong, vi Lupin ludn ludn bio vé ¢b ta.
Co ta tin twdng & anh ta. C6 ta tin twéng rang Lupin c6 quyeén lyc tuyét doi
va khong bao gio sai Tam.

“Thuwa ti€u thw.” Sholmes néi. “To6i da bao ndm phiit nira chdng ta s€ roi
khoi diy. Nidm phiit d6 sip stra hét roi.”

“Thwa 6ng, dng c6 th€ cho phép tbi tré vE phong minh 18y mot s6” thir
can thi€t khong?”

“Pwong nhién, thwra ti€u thw, va tdi sé€ cho ¢d trén dwong Montchanin.
Jeanniot — 130 gac ctra — la m6t ngwoi ban cta t6i.”

“A! Ong biét...” Clotilde néi, td ra lo 1&ng o rang.

“T6i biét nhiéu viéc 18m.”

“Puwoee r'oi. Toi s€ rung chuéng goi ngwoi hdu gai.”

Nguwoi hdu gai mang cho Clotilde mii va 4o khodc. R'6i Sholmes bao:
“C0 nén no6i voi Ong Destange 1y do nao da’y d€ chiing ta di ra ngoai, va

néu c6 th&, hay nghi 1y do d&€ co di vang vai ngay.”

“Viéc &y chang can thiét. Toi s€ soé'm tré vEé thoi.”

Ngudi no nhin ngudi kia vdi 4nh mét thach thirc, va danh cho nhau céi
cwoi ddy mia mai.

“CO md&i tin twdng & anh ta lam sao!” Sholmes noi.

“Tuyét doi tin teong.”

“Anh ta lam vi€c gi cling tot, phdi khong? Anh ta da ddm nhan viéc gi
14 thanh cong viéc d6. Va anh ta ¢6 1am gi di nira thi ¢6 vAn ludn ludn tdn

thanh, hop tac.”



“To1 yeéu anh 2y.” Clotilde néi, giong thoang thi€t tha.
“Va c6 nghi anh ta s€ ctru ¢6?”

Clotilde nhtin vai, r'6i di t&i chd cha minh, c6 ta néi: “Con sé& 18y ma't

ong Stickmann cua cha. Con va 6ng &y dinh d&n Thw vién Qudc gia.”
“Con V€ nha an trwa ch?”

“Cd 1€... ma khong, con nghi la con khong vEé... nhung cha dung lo
lang nhé.”

R6i Clotilde néi v&i Sholmes, giong manh mé: “Thwa 6ng, toi xin sin
sang gitp do 6ng.”

“Hoan toan sin sang?”

“Hoan toan.”

“Tdi canh bdo v&i co ring néu cd ¢ gdng tau thodt, toi s& goi canh sat
bit ¢d. Pung quén Tiéu thr Téc vang dwoc tam tha vi dd cam két.”

“T6i xin 18y danh dy ma néi v&i dng toi s& khong c6 ging tau thoat.”

“T6i tin twdng & ¢6. Nao, ching ta di thoi nao.”

Ho cuing nhau roi khoi ngdi nha, ding nhw Sholmes da bao truorc.

Chiéc xe hoi doi Sholmes & chd Ong ta da xudng. Khi ho tién dén gan,
ong ta c6 th€ nghe thdy ti€ng dong co’ nd"am ‘am. Ong ta m& cira xe, bao
Clotilde ng61 vao, con minh ng 61 vao gh€” bén canh co ta. Chi€c xe ngay
14p tirc ldn banh, chay theo cédc dai 16 ngoai vi, dai 10 Hoche va dai 16
Grande-Armée. Sholmes tinh todn k& hoach hanh dong. Ong ta nghi:
“Ganimard dang & nha. Minh s€ d€ c6 gai nay cho 6ng ta coi. Minh c6 nén

néi v&i Ong ta ¢ ta la ai khong? Khong, 6ng ta s€ ngay 14p tlec tong cd ta



vao tl, va nhw thé thi moi viéc hong bét. Khi & mdt minh, minh cé thé tra
ctru céc dia chi 18y dworc tir sao ké tai khoan ctia M.B, tim ra céc dia di€m
trén thure t&. P&m nay, hoic ciing 1dm séng ngay mai, minh s& di giip
Ganimard, nhw da thda thuén, giao Arseéne Lupin va toan bd bang dang cua

hin cho 6ng ta.”

Sholmes sung swéng xoa tay trede ¥ nghi ring cudc dau véi Lupin
dang sip stra két thiic, va 6ng ta khong trong tha’y c6 chudng ngai vat ghé
gém nao can tr¢ viéc dng ta thanh cong. Va, khong ceong dwoe y mudn
trdt bot cam xdc, mdt y muén von hi€m khi xua't hién trong 6ng ta, 6ng ta
tho't 1én: “Xin 10i, thwra ti€u thwe, n€u t6i khong gidu gi€m dworc sy hai long
va sung swong. Cudc chi€n dd'u nay la cudc chién da'u day gian nan, va vi

thé, thing lo1i lai cang khién tdi thay thich thd.”

“Thwa 0ng, mot théng lo1 dich thye, mot théing lo't ma 6ng hoan toan cé
quyeén ty hao.”

“Cam on. Nhung chiing ta dang di dau day? Hén la ngudi tai x& da hiéu
nham loi toi r'oi.”

Lic d6, ho dang rovi khoi Paris qua cong Neuilly. That la, vi dwong
Pergolése ¢6 & bén ngoai cac birc twong thanh ddu. Sholmes kéo kinh ctra
sO xudng, bao: “Anh ldi xe, anh nham r'6i... Puwong Pergolese!”

Nguwoi dan dng khong trd 10i. Sholmes to giong hon, nhic lai: “T6i da
béo anh di d&€n dwong Pergolese.”

Ngudi dan 6ng van ching tra 0.

“O! Anh di&c roi, anh ban. Hay anh ta c¢& y? Chiing ta dang nham 14n

16n qua... Pwong Pergolese!... Vong lai ngay!... Pwong Pergolese!”



Nguwoi lai xe khong to vé gi 1a nghe tha'y ménh 1énh d6. Vién tham tir
Anh qud’c st rudt buc boi. Ong ta nhin Clotilde, d6i m6i ¢6 ta n& mdt nu
cwoi bi hi€m.

“Tai sao ¢d cudi?” Sholmes hoi. “Pay 1a nham 1an ddng x4u hd, nhung

n6 khong giup gi dwoc cho c¢6 dau.”
“DProng nhién roi.” Clotilde dap.

R6i mdt ¥ nghi xud't hién. Sholmes nhom day, nhin sdm soi ngwoi tai
x€&. Hai vai anh ta khong rong nhw lic triedre, tac phong anh ta khong cing
nhic, mdy méc nhw liic tredre. M6 hdi lanh todt tda wdt tran 6ng ta, d6i ban
tay Ong ta siét chit lai v&i ndi khi€p sor dot ngdt, khi tAm trf 6ng ta chic
chin ring ngwdi tai x& chinh 1a Arséne Lupin.

“Cha, 6ng Sholmes, 6ng tha'y chuyé&n di ngin ngti ctia chiing ta thé’
nao?”

“Thua vi, thwa anh, thwe sy thd vi.”

Viéc thot ra ma’y 101 don gidn ma khong run ray, hodc khong d€'16 ndi
xdc dong trong giong ndi, d6i véi dng ta chwa bao gio lai khé khan dén
th&". Nhung, nhe mot dang phan trng, ndi cim hon, gidn d nhanh chéng
cudn phing cac gidi han cia né, khua't phuc sy tw chii & Ong ta, va dng ta
ba't ngo' rit phit khau sing luc ra, chia vao ti€u thw Destange.

“Lupin, dirng lai, ngay phiit nay, ngay gidy nay, biang khong, tdi s& bin
cota.”

“T6i khuyén 6ng nhim vao gd md néu 6ng mudn béin tring thai
dwong.” Lupin n6i ma chéng ngoanh dau.

“Maxime, dirng chay nhanh nhw thé"” Clotilde nhéc. “Long dwdng thi



tron, con em von rat nhat.”

Co6 ta mim cwoi, nhin cham cham xuéng long dwong ma chiéc xe dang

phéng vai to'c do khing khiép trén dé.

“Bao anh ta dung lai! Bdo anh ta ding lai!” Sholmes néi voi Clotilde,

tirc t01 dién cudng. “Ta canh bao cho ¢6 biét rang ta s€ 1iéu mang.”

Nong sting co co vao nhirng mén téc quan gon séng cua cd ta. Co ta
dap v&i vé diém tinh: “Maxime khinh suét thé” ddy. Anh &y dang phéng ra't

nhanh, t6i thyc sy s’ s€ xay ra tai nan.”

Sholmes nhét lai khau sting vao tdi 40 khodc va chdp 14y tay ndm ctra, y
nhw d€ nhay ra, ba't chap sy ngu xuan cia hanh dong dé6. Clotilde bao 6ng

ta: “Thua dng, 6ng cah than, c6 mot chiec xe hoi chay ding sau chiing ta.”

Sholmeés nhoai ngwoi ra xem. C6 mot chié€c xe hoi chay dang sau, mot
chiéc xe to 1on, dién mao ghé gom, miii xe sac canh, than xe d6 bAm mau

mau, chd bon gi dan 6ng mac do khodc 16ng.

“A! Minh duoc bao vé chit ché qua.” Sholmes nghi. “Minh nén kién

nhan thoi.”

Ong ta khoanh hai tay tredc ngue véi vé phuc ting ddy kiéu hanh, cdi
vé hay gip & cac anh huing khi s6” phan quay ra chdng lai ho. Va trong lic
chi€’c xe vuro't song Seine, lao qua khu Suresnes, khu Rueil, khu Chatou, im
lim, cam chiu, kiém ch& hanh dong cling nhrr cdm xic, dng ta c& ging gidi
thich cho d&h ldc vira ¥, ring nho phép mau nio ma Arséne Lupin thé chd
dwore ngwoi tai x&. Khong the ¢6 chuyén ngwoi tai x€ trong lwong thién
Ong ta di lya chon ban sdng lai 1a d6ng dang cta Arséne Lupin db sin & d6.

Tuy nhién, Arséne Lupin at phai dwoc canh bao theo cdi cach nao daYy, va



sir canh bdo 4t phai dworc dwra ra sau khi Sholmes ti&p can Clotilde tai nha,
vi khong ai ¢6 th€ nghi ngor vé k& hoach cta dng ta tredc thoi di€m do.

Tuy nhién, k& tir thoi diém d6, ong ta khdng hé roi mat khoi Clotilde.

R'0i mot y nghi bdng 4p t&i: Cude dién thoai ma Clotilde goi cho tho
may. Bay gio thi 6ng ta thd’y ta't ca da ro rang. Tham chi khi 6ng ta chwa
ndéi chuyén gi v&i ¢6 ta, chi riéng viéc the ky m&i ctia 6ng Destange dé
nghi n6i chuyén da lam cho c6 ta phat hién ra nguy hi€m r'6i, nghi ngo’ cai
tén cling nhw muc dich ctia ngwoi khach, va, binh tinh, tw nhién, nhw the
thye hién mot viéc thwong ngay, ¢6 ta da goi Arséne Lupin dén twong tror,

thong qua nhirng 4m hiéu dworc thda thuan tw truedc.

Arséne Lupin d&n va thé chd ngudi tai x& kia bing cach nao chéng con
12 vA'n d& quan trong 1dm nita. Sholmes bi tic ddng manh, thAm chi t&i mic
ngudi ngoai con gian, khi mwong twong lai cdi tinh huéng ma méot cd gai
binh thwong, mot ngwoi tinh, thye sy 1a thé, da lam chd dwore than kinh cda
minh, ki€m sodt dwoc nét mit, che ddy dworc 4nh mét, va da hoan toan ddnh
Itra dwoe vién tham ti day khon ngoan sic sdo Herlock Sholmes. That khé
khan lam sao d€ khua't phuc mdt ddi tha dwgrc nhirng ké d6ng 16a nhw thé
gidp do, mdt d6i tha ma, chi véi stee anh hwdng cda minh, khi€n médt cod
gai tré nén biét bao can ddm, manh mé.

Ho vuot song Seine va leo 1€n doi Saint-Germain, nhung, di qua thi
trai’n d6 khoang niam trim mét, chi¢c xe hoi gidm tdc dd. Chiéc xe ding sau
phéng nhanh hon, va hai chiéc dirng lai canh nhau. Xung quanh véng tanh

vdng ngat.

“Ong Sholmes.” Lupin néi. “Lam on sang chi€c xe kia. Chi€c xe chung

ta dang di thyc sy ra't cham.”



“That 27 Sholmes dép v&i vé diém tinh, ¥ thirc ring ong ta ching c6

sir Ira chon nao khac.

“T61 cling xin phép dugc cho 6ng muwon mot chi€c 4o khodc 16ng, vi
chiing ta sé di chuyén khd nhanh ma troi hoi lanh. Va 6ng hay chap nhan

may mi€ng banh kep, vi chwra biét lic nao chiing ta m&i an t6i.”

Bon ngwoi dan 6ng twe chi€c xe kia buwdc xudng. Mot trong sd” ho ti€n
dén, va, khi anh ta nha’c chi€c kinh bao hd ra, Sholmeés nhén ra ngwoi dan
Ong mac do choang dai Ong ta da trong thad'y & nha hang Hungary. Lupin
bdo anh ta: “Anh hay tra cho ngwoi tai x€ chié€c xe toi thué cua anh ta nay.
Anh ta dang dgi tai quan reoru dau tién bén tay phai theo chiéu di ngwoc
1én trén dau dwong Legendre. Pwa thém cho anh ta cho dd mot ngan franc
t6i da hira... A! Phai, 1am on dwa chiéc kinh bao ho ctia anh cho ong
Sholmes.”

Lupin trao ddi mot 14t v&i ti€u thu Destange, roi ng'di vao ghe’14i va bat
dau cho xe di. Sholmes ng'6i bén canh anh ta, mdt ngwoi cla anh ta thi ng'oi
ddng sau Sholmes. Lupin khdng néi ngoa khi néi ring chiing ta sé di
chuyén khd nhanh. Ngay toe dau, anh ta da chay v&i t6'c dd nguy hi€m.
Puwong chan troi nhao vao ho, nhw the chiu mot lyc hit bi an, réi ngay 1ap
tirc bi€n ma't, y nhw bi nu6t chirng b&i mot viee thdm, ma trong cdi vuc
thdm 4y, vO s& thit khdc nhu cdy ¢d1, nha ctra, dong rudng, ring rd, ta't ca
bi 40 20 cudn trdi bdi mot con cudng nd va mot dong 1ii dang sip stra d6
xudng thac.

Sholmes va Lupin khong ai néi mot 1oi nao. Trén dau ho, 14 ctia cac cay
dwong kéu rao rao nhw séng bién, nhip nhang theo khoang cach déu dan

gitra cac cdy. Va céc thi tran lwdt qua twra cdc bong ma: Manteo, Vernon,



Gaillon. Hét qua d'6i nay t&i qua d'6i khdc, tv Bon-Secours toi Canteleu,
Rouen. V&i khu viee ngoai 6, bén cang, va hang ddm céu tau, Rouen ¢6 vé
giong mot con phd 10n xon vung ndng thon. R61, Duclair, Caudebec, va
Caux — mOt mién thon qué ma ho lwdt qua voi to'c d6 khing khiép, r'oi
Lillebonne, Quillebeuf. B4t thinh linh, ho thd’y minh dang bén bo’ s6ng
Seine, & di€m tan cung ctia mot cau tau nhd. Bén canh cau tau 1a mot chiéc
thuyén budm di bién trong chic chin, dng khéi dang nha tirng dun khéi

den kit.

Chiét xe hoi ding banh. Trong hai ti€ng d6ng h'6, ho da di hon mot

tram hai mwoi dam.

Mot ngeoi dan 6ng, mic dong phuc mau xanh lam va doi mi lwoi trai
vién vang, tién d&n chao. Lupin bdo Ong ta: “TAt cd da sdn sang chua,
thuyén tredng? Ong c6 nhan dwoe dién tin khong?”

“C6, to1 ¢6 nhan dwoc.”

“Chié&c Chim Nhagn da sin sang chwa?”

“R61, thwa 6ng.”

“Nao, 6ng Sholmes.”

Vién thdm t&¢ Anh qudc nhin xung quanh, tréng thdy mét nhém nguwoi
ng'di & hang hién mot quan ca phé, hoi do d, r'oi nhan ra rang treée khi
kéu goi dwgc sy gitp do thi dng ta da c6 the bi tim 18y, khiéng Ién thuyén,
ném xudng hAm chira, Ong ta 1ién di qua cac tAm van gd, theo Lupin vao
budng thuyén tredng. D6 1a mot can phong kha 1on, sach nhw lau nhw i,
trong twoi vui véi cde chi tiet bang gb quét véc-ni va céc chi tiét bang d'ong

bong loang. Lupin dong canh ctra, roi quay sang Sholmes hdi mot cach dot



ngOt, gan nhw so sang: “Sao, dng biét nhitng gi?”

“Tatca.”

“Tat ca a? Nao, n6i chinh xac xem.”

Giong Lupin chang con céi vé lich sy, du la vé lich sy mia mai, ma anh
ta vOn van vo vit khi néi chuyén v&i vién tham t¢ Anh qudc. Giong anh ta
trd nén ddc doan, giong ctia mot 6ng chdi quen ra ménh 1énh va quen dwoc
phuc tung tham chi b&i mo6t Herlock Sholmes. Ngwoi no danh gia ngwoi
kia qua nét mat, lic ba’y gio’ da boc 16 r6 rang la nhirng ké thu khong doi
troi chung.

“T6i mét mdi voi sy truy dudi cia dng r'oi, va tdi khong cé y dinh lang
phi thoi gian d€ tranh céc cdi bAy dng gidng ra nira. Toi canh bdo Ong rang
viéc tdi cw X v&i Ong ra sao sé phu thudc vao céu tra loi ctia 6ng. Nao, 6ng
bi€t nhirng gi ha?”

“Ta’t ca, thwa anh.”

Arséne Lupin nén gian, n6i nhat gung: “T6i néi v&i Ong nhirng gi dng
da biét nhé. Ong da bié€t rang, dwdi cdi tén Maxime Bermond, t6i da... cai
tao mwoii 1am ngdi nha von di do 6ng Destange xay dung.”
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“Ong da d&n bdn trong s6 muwoi 1am ngdi nha d6.”

“Phai.”

“Va ong da c6 danh sich mwoi mot ngdi nha kia.”

“Phai.”

“Ong 1ap cdi danh sdch 4y tai nha dng Destange vio cdi dém hom 4y,



chic chin 12 vay.”
“Phai.”
“Va ong hinh thanh y tedng rang trong s6" mwoi mdt ngdi nha kia, ¢

mot ngdi nha tdi gitr st dung cho ban than cling nhw cho cac chi€n hiru, nén

ong phan cong Ganimard tim ki€m dja diém trd ngu nay.”

“Khong phai.”

“Pr1éu do6 c6 nghia gi?”

“Piéu do6 c6 nghia to1 lya chon hanh dong mot minh, va khong mudn
ong ta gidp do.”

“Thé& thi toi khong phai sor, vi 6ng dang nam trong tay t6i.”

“Anh khong phai so, chirng ndo téi van nim trong tay anh.”

“Ong mudn néi éng s& thodt khai tay t6i?”

“Phai.”

Arseéne Lupin d€n bén vién tham t Anh qudc, dit ban tay 1én vai 6ng
ta, noi: “Thwa 6ng, 6ng nghe day, tdi khong c6 tdm trang ban cii v&i 6ng,

va, khong may cho dng, 6ng khong & vi tri dwoc lwa chon. Vay hay de

chung t61 hoan thanh cong viéc.”

“Tot thoi.”

“Ong s& hira danh dy v&i tdi rang dng khong cd gdng tron thoat khoi
chi€c thuyén nay ching nao né chwa di vao viing bi€én Anh quéc.”

“T6i xin hira danh dy rang t6i s€ tau thoat néu cé cor h6i.” Sholmes dap

lai mdt cach ba't khuat.



“Nhung, trovi a, 6ng biét ra't r6 1a chi mét 1o cha toi thoi dng s€ chang
may chd'c ma chiju chét. TAt ca nhitng ngwoi & diy déu phuc ting toi t&i

murc mu quang. T6i ra hi€u mot céi, bon ho s€ xiéng tay chan ong lai.”

“Xiéng xich c6 thé bi dép tan.”

“Va quang 6ng qua man thuyén, cach bo mwoi dam.”

“T61 bot duwoe.”

“To6i chwra nghi d&€n diéu nay.” Lupin cwdi to, néi. “Xin 10i, sép... va
hay d€ chuing t6i hoan thanh cong viéc. Ong s€ nha't tri rang t6i phai thuc
hién nhtrng bién phép cén thi€t nham bao vé ban than tdi cling v&i cac
chién htru.”

“DProng nhién, nhung ma't cong vo ich thoi.”

“Du sao, 6ng ciing khdng mudn tdi thye hién chi.”

“Po la trach nhiém cia anh.”

“Vay, dwoc.”

Lupin m¢& ctra, goi ngwoi thuyén tredng va hai thily tha. Hai thiy tha
tim 187y vién tham t&¢ Anh qud’c, tréi tay tréi chan 6ng ta, budc 6ng ta vao
girong ngu cda thuyén tredng.

“Thé 1a @a.” Lupin ndi. “Chi vi théi bwdng binh cia dng va sy dic biét
nghi€m trong cda tinh hinh ma t6i phai mao mudi ddi voi 6ng mot cach bat
kinh.”

Hai thuy thad di ra. Lupin bao nguwoi thuyén tredng: “B6” tri mot thuy
thd & day sin s6c 6ng Sholmes, va dng ciing c6 the d&€ mét cling anh ta lién

tuc vao. Hay cw x& voi Ong Sholmes voi ta't ca sy quan tAm, tran trong.



Ong &y khong phai mot ti nhan, ma 12 mot vi khach. My gio r'oi, thuyén
tredng?”

“Hai gio’ nam phuit.”

Lupin xem dong h'6 deo tay ctia minh, roi nhin chi€c dong h'6 treo trén

vach bu'ong thuyén treong.
“Ping 1a hai gio’ ndm phdt. Pén Southampton ma't bao 14u?”
“Chin ti€ng dong h'6, n€u moi sy thuan loi.”

“Tinh 12 mwdi mot tiéng di. Ong khong dwoc cap b trude khi chuyén
tau thily nira dém khéi hanh, chuyén tau thiy s€ d&€n Havre ldc tam gio
sdang. Ong hi€u chit, thuyén tredng? DE tdi nhic nhé lai nay: Vi tat ca
chiing ta s€ gdp nguy hi€m ra't 1o'n n€u cho phép 6ng day quay lai Phap trén
chuyén tau thay dé, 6ng khong dwoc cap bo' Southampton triedc mot gior
sang.”

“To6i hi€u.”

_“Au revoir,_ sé€p. Sang nidm gap lai nhé, & thé” gi¢i nay hoac thé gidi
bén kia.”

“Ngay mai tho6i.” Sholmes dép.

May phut sau, Sholmes nghe th@y ti€ng chi€c xe ho1i chay di, va, cung
ldc d6, hoi nwde phut ra dir déi trong long chi€c Chim Nhan. Chiéc thuyén
da khéi hanh sang Anh qudc. Khoang ba gio, chi€c thuyén roi khoi cira
song, 1ao ra biéh ménh mong rong 1én. Lic nay, Sholmes dang nim trén

givong thuyén tredng, ddinh mdt giac say swa.



Sang hom sau, ngay thir mwoi va 1a ngay cudi cung ctia cudc da'u gitra

Sholmes v&i Lupin, tor Tiéng vang nwoc Phdp dang doan tin thd vi sau:

Hom qua, m6t phan quyét dudi ¢ vé nwdc da dwgec dwa ra trong vu
Arséne Lupin ddu v&i Herlock Sholmes, vién tham tir Anh quoc.
Maic du vira ky budi trra, phdn quyé€t nay da dwoc thye hién luén
cung ngay. Vao ldc mot gio sang hdm nay, Sholmes da 1én bo &

Southampton.
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0. Lian thi hai bat Arsene Lupin

T 4m gior sdng, muwdi hai chiéc xe van ché @6 1am 4ch tic duwong
Crevaux nd1i gitra dai 16 Bois-de Boulogne va dai 16 Bugeaud. Félix

Davey roi khéi can ho anh ta teng s6ng trén tAng bon cta ngbi nha s6' 8, va
Dubreuil — nguoi da sap nhap mot cin hd trén tAng nam cda cing ngdi nha
nay v&i mot can ho trén tang ndm cia ngdi nha bén canh — chuyén dén
d6ng thoi. Chi 1a sy tring hop ngiu nhién thoi, vi hai anh chang chaalng
quen biét nhau. Dubreuil chuyén d&n mot bd swu tip 40 gb ra't 1on, ¢6
nhiéu dai ly nwdc ngoai ngay ngay t&i lam viéc voi anh ta vé chiing.

Mot tinh ti€t khi€n vai ngwoi hang x6m chd ¥, tuy sau nay moi duoc
ban tdn d&n, d6 1a: Mwoi hai chiéc xe van thi khéng chi€t nao son tén va
dia chi chu s& hiru, cling nhw khong mot anh chang nao di cuing chiing tat
vao quén reou gan da’y. Ho 1am viéc ¢An man t&i mic mudi mot gior, ta't
ca cdc moén @6 da dwoc dwa ra ngoai. Khong con gi trwe gid'y vun va gié

rach, nhtrng thr luén luén sét lai trong ngée ngach nhirng can phong trong.

Félix Davey, mdt thanh nién tao nha, phuc strc theo m6t m&i nha't, cam



trong tay cAy can ma trong long ctia ciy can chi ra rang chi né c6 cic bip
tay ran chic khéc thwong. Félix Davey budc di mot cach diém tinh, roi

ng 01 xudng chi€c ghe dai trén dai 10 Bois-de-Boulogne, quay mét vé phia
dwong Pergolése. Ng6i gan anh ta 1a mot cd géi, vdy do trang nha nhung
khdng dat tién. C6 ta dang doc bdo, trong ldc mot dira bé nghich ngom v&i

chi€c xéng va dong cat.

M3y phut sau, ché’ing hé quay sang, Félix Davey hdi c6 gdi: “Ganimard

sao?”
“Pa di ra ngoai lic chin gio’ sang nay.”
“bi dau?”
“Pén tru s& canh sat.”
“Mot minh a?”
“Vang.”
“H6i d¢m khong c6 dién tin t&i?”
“Khong.”
“Bon ho ¢ nghi ngo’ sy xua't hién cia em trong ngdi nha d6 khong?”

“Khong, em lam nhirng viéc vat vanh cho vor Ganimard, va ba ta k€ cho
em nghe tat ca cac viéc ch'ong ba ta lam. Em da & cuing ba ta tw sang dén
gio.”

“Rat t6t. Khi chwra ¢c6 ménh I€nh gi m¢i thi hang ngay em cr dén day
lic mwoi mot gio.”

Félix Davey dirng ddy, di V€ phia ctra ga tau dién ngam Dauphine, dung

lai tai mot quan d'6 Tau, &n mot bira an dam bac v&i hai qua trirng va it rau



qua. R'6i anh ta quay lai dwong Crevaux, bdo nguoi gitr ctra: “Toi chi nhin

qua cac can phong ti thoi, roi s€ dwa cho bac chia khéa.”

Félix Davey ki€m tra xong cdn phong anh ta twng dung lam thw vién.
Tiép theo, anh ta tim dAu mot 6ng din ga chay doc thanh 10 swdi. Anh ta
bé gip 6ng dan ga ndy va & chd bi bé c¢6 mot cdi 10. Anh ta nhét vao cdi 16
mot vat trong tira tya chiéc 6ng nghe danh cho ngwdi nghénh ngang, thoi
vao né. Mot tiéng huyt sdo khe khé dép lai. Ap chi€c dng nghe sit vao

mom, anh ta hédi: “C6 ai & d6 khéng, Dubreuil?”’
“Khong.”

“T61 sang nhé?”

N
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Félix Davey dit cdi 0ng lai chd cii, ty nhu: “Ching ta mdi ti€n bd lam
sao! Th& ky ctia chiing ta ¢c6 v6 van nhirng sang ch& nho nhd, gilip cho cudc
song thyc sy dep d€, dang yéu. Va vui vé xi€t bao!... Pac biét khi mdt

nguroi biét tdn hwedng cudéc s6ng nhw minh.”

Félix Davey xoay mdt dwong go' @ mép mét da cam thach cda 10 swdi,
c nira mit da d6 dich chuyén, va chiéc guwong gén bén trén trreot vao rinh
soi binh thwong khong trong thd’y dwoc, d€ 16 mot cdi ctra cung v&i nhirng
béac phia dwdi clia chi€c cau thang xay ngay trong long 10 swdi. Ta't ca hét
strc sach s€, toan bd ciu thang lam bﬁng kim loai bong loang, hai bén twong
op dd tring. Anh ta theo ciu thang di 1én, va & tAng nidm ciling c6 mdt cdi

ctra nhw th€ trong long 10 swdi. Dubreuil dang d¢i anh ta.
“Anh da don dep xong can hd cia anh chwa?”

“R61.”



“Ta’t ca da dwore dwa ra ngoai hét?”
“Phéi 29

“Nguwoi thi thé nao?”

“Chi con ¢6 ba nguoi gac.”

Ho di 1én ting bén trén cling theo céi cach ldc ndy, Tan lwot ting ngwoi

mot, va thd’y & d6 ¢ ba ngwoi dan 6ng, modt ngwoi dang nhin ra qua cira so.

“Cé gi m&i khong?”

“Khong c6 gi, thwa thu Iinh.”

“Trén phd tinh hinh yén On ca?”

“Thwa vang.”

“Muoi phit nira toi s sdn sang roi khoi ddy. Céc anh ciing s& roi khoi
day. Nhung twr gio’ t&1i ldc 4y, néu cdc anh phéat hién dwoc & ngoai phd dién
bi€n dang ngo nao du 1a nhd nhd't, hay bao vdi t6i.”

“Ngén tay toi ludn ludn dit sdn trén chudng bdo dong.”

“Dubreuil, anh c¢6 hen ddm cdng nhan chuyén d6 dwng dong dén day
cuffa chi€c chudng ay khong?”

“Puwong nhién 1a c¢6. N6 van hoat dong rat tot.”

“T6i chi mudn biét vay thoi.”

R'6i hai anh chang di xudng cin hd ctia Félix Davey. Félix Davey, sau
khi dat lai bé da cam thach cua 10 swdi, vui vé tho't 1én: “Dubreuil, toi mudn
trong thd'y cai ngwoi ¢ the kham pha ra ta't ca cac thi€t bj tai tinh nay,

nhttng chi€c chudng bdo ddng, mang lwdi ddy dién va 6ng dan Am thanh,



cac hanh lang bi mat, cac cau thang bi mat va san nha di dong.”
“Lic d6 tén tudi Arséne Lupin mdi 14y lirng 1am sao!”

“To6i c6 the chéng mang t&i tiéng tim. Nhung dang tiec khi bit budc
phai roi khdi mot chdn da dworc trang bi ddy di nhu thé ndy, va bat dau lai
ta't ca, Dubreuil... theo mdt md hinh mdi, dwong nhién roéi, vi khong bao
gio nén sao chép nhitng gi da dwoc thye hién & diy. Quy tha ma bét

Herlock Sholmes!”
“Ong ta tré lai Paris r6i 2?”

“Bang c4ch ndo duwoc? Chi cé duy nhat mot chuyéh tau thiy di tr
Southampton va chuyén tau nay khéi hanh Iic niva dém. Chi ¢6 duy nha't
mot chuyén tau hda di toe Havre, kh&i hanh ldc tdm gior saing hdm nay va
t&i Paris ldc mwdi mot gidr mudi 14m. Vi ong ta ching the' 1én chuyén tau
thuy khdi hanh tee Southampton ldc nira dém, viéc nay da dwoc chi thi rat
rd rang v&i tay thuyén tredng r'oi, ong ta s& chang the t&i Phdp trude t¢i

nay, qua nga Newhaven va Dieppe.”
“Anh c6 nghi 0ng ta quay lai khong?”

“C6, dng ta doi nao chiu dau hang. Ong ta s& quay lai Paris, tuy nhién

lic d6 s€ qua muodn roi. Chung ta cao chay xa bay roi.”
“Con ti€u thw Destange?”
“Toi s€ gdp c6 &y sau mat ti€ng dong h'd nwra.”
“Tai nha co 8y?”

“O! Khong, c6 &y sé& khong tré vé nha trong vong vai ngiy. Nhwng anh,

Dubreuil, anh phai nhanh 1én. Viéc cha't @6 dac 1én xe mat nhiéu thoi gian



da’y, va anh nén ¢6 mat trong chung bon ho.”
“Anh ¢6 chéc chin chiing ta dang khong bj ai theo ddi khong?”
“Ai theo doi nao? Toi chealng so’ ai ngoai Sholmes.”

Dubreuil di ra. Félix Davey dao mdt vong cudi cung xung quanh can
ho, nhit 1én d6i, ba birc thw da bi xé, roi, d€' y thd'y mdt mau phan, anh ta
nhit 1én, v€ trén mang twong phong khach dan gid’y t61 mau mot cai khung

16'n, va viét bén trong cdi khung dong chir:

Arseéne Lupin, tén trdm hao hoa, da song tai ddy ndm ndm, vao dau
the’ ky XX!

Cau pha tro nho nhd nay xem chwng khién Félix Davey rat thich thi.
Anh ta nhin né mot 14t, huyt sdo voi vé vui two, te nha: “Bay gior, khi
minh da dit minh vao mo1 lién hé v&i cac nha s hoc thudc thé hé sau,
minh c6 th€ di dwoe rdi. Ong phai nhanh 1én, Herlock Sholmes, vi ba phuit
ntra thoi toi s€ rovi khdi cdi chon hién tai nay, va tha't bai clia 6ng s€ 1a viéc
da roi... Hai phit nita! Ong dang bét t6i chd doii da'y, 6ng Sholmes. .. Mot
phit nira! Ong khong d&n w? Puoc, vy thi, toi tuyén bd ring 6ng da tha't
bai va t6i da dwore phong thidn. Bay gior thi toi tau thoat ddy. Vinh biét,
vrong quoc ctia Arséne Lupin! Ta s€ khong bao gior gdp lai ngwoi nira.
Vinh biét nam mwoi lam can phong cta sau can h ta da tri vi! Vinh biét cai
phong ngt veong gia cua ta!”

Sw han hoan trong anh ta dang tran tré thi bi cit ngang bé&i ti€ng chudng
reo lanh lanh, ti€ng chudng ngung lai hai I'an, r'oi ti€p tuc reo, roi ngung

hin. 6 1a ti€ng chudng bio dong.



C6 chuyén gi? C6 nguy hi€m ba't ngor gi? Ganimard w? Khong, khéng

thé nao!

Anh ta sip stra tré vao thr vién va bd tron. Nhung, trede hét, anh ta di
dén ctra s6. Khong ¢6 ai ngoai phd’. Ké dich lot vao dwoe bén trong ngdi
nha r'oi chiing? Anh ta ling nghe, cho ring minh di nghe thd'y mot s& 4m
thanh 1an 16n ndo d6. Anh ta khong chn chtr nira. Anh ta chay vao thw
vién, va vira virg't qua ngwong ctra cia thw vién anh ta nghe tha’y ti€ng chia

khoa tra vao 6 khda & tién phong.

“Quy tha ma b4t!” Anh ta 14m bam. “Minh ching con thdi gian ma mat.
C6 1€ ngdi nha da bi bao vay roi. Khong dung dwore 161 cau thang danh cho

ngwoi hdu! May thay, con cau thang trong 10 swdi.”

Anh ta day cdi go, n6 khong nhic nhich. Anh ta @@y manh hon, né van
khoéng chiu nhic nhich. Cling Itic &y, anh ta c6 cAm twéng rang cinh ctra
dwdi géc da bi mé ra va anh ta nghe tha'y ti€ng chan buorc.

“Troi oi!” Anh ta kéu 1€n. “Minh toi mat néu cdi mdy dang nguyén raa
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nay...

Anh ta 12y hét sitc ddy. Ching c6 céi gi ddy dwoce céi gi ca! Vi mot su
ngiu nhién la lang nao da’y, vi mot don tai hai nao da’y clia s6 phan, céi
mdy nay, vira lic ndy con hoat dong, bay gio lai khdng hoat dong nira.

Anbh ta tiec dién 1én. Khd'i cam thach vAn i ra dd’y. Anh ta chiri maa khoi
da vo tri vo gidc mot cach thim t€. Anh ta s€ khong tron thoat duwoc vi
chwong ngai vat ngu ngéc &y w? Anh ta danh né dién cudng, anh ta d@m
nd, nguyén raa no.

“O! Sao thé, anh Lupin? Anh xem ra dang buc boi chuyén gi d6.”



Lupin quay lai. Herlock Sholmés ding triedc mit anh ta.

Herlock Sholmes!... Lupin nheo mét nhin 6ng ta chim chdm, nhw thé thi
lyc cuia anh ta ¢6 van dé. Herlock Sholmes dang & Paris! Herlock Sholmes,
ngwoi anh ta cho tau thay t6ng khir vé Anh quéc m&i ngay hom qua nhw
tong khir mdt nhan vat day nguy hi€m, bay gio da dirng triedc mat anh ta,
t do, chién thing!... A! Mdt chuyén nhu the’ cheamg phai la gi khiac ma
chinh 1a phép mau, n6 d6i 1ap lai moi quy luat ty nhi€n, n6 la tdt bac cta sy
phi 1y va bat binh thwong... Herlock Sholmes dang dirng tredc mat anh ta
day!

Va khi vién tham t& ngwoi Anh mé miéng néi, 1o 1€ ciia 6ng ta dwom
vé chAm bi&€m siu cay va lich sy vo vit ma doi thi cda Ong ta von van hay
diing d€ qua't vao ong ta. Ong ta néi: “Anh Lupin. PAu tién, toi xin han
hanh thong bdo cho anh biét rang, lic nay, va & diy, téi vinh vién x6a khoi
ky trc clia minh moi ¥ nghi vé cdi dém khd'n khd anh da bét budc tdi phai
chiu dyng tai ngdi nha cia Nam twdc d’Hautrec, vé thwong tich anh gy ra
cho Wilson ban t6i, vé viéc bt céc toi 1én xe hoi, va vé hanh trinh tdi phai
chiu dung ngay hom qua theo ménh Iénh ctia anh, bi budc vao mot chi€c
girong rat bat tién. Nhwng niém vui tai thoi khic nay x6a di ta't cd nhirng
ky trc cay ddng A'y. Toi tha thir tat ca. Tdi quén lang tat c. T6i x6a sach nor

nan. Toi da doi dwore 1ai va da doi dwore 1ai mot cach huy hoang.”



Lupin khéng dap loi. Do d6, vién tham t ngwoi Anh ti€p tuc: “Béan

than anh chaalng nghi the" sao?”

Ong ta xem ra ¢4 y khang khang mudn mot ciu tra loi wng thuén, ki€u

nhr muén bang dwgc mot to gid’y bién nhan.

Sau mot h'6i ngdm nghi, va trong khodng thoi gian d6 vién thdm ti
ngwoi Anh cdm thdy minh bj xem xét ki lwong toi tdn cing cia tdm h'on,
Lupin tuyén bd: “Thwa dng, t6i d6 1a cach hanh x cia dng dya trén nhirng

1y do khong dua dwoc.”
“Thyc sy khong dua duoc.”

“Viéc 6ng da trdn thodt khdi ngwoi thuyén tredng va thuy tha doan chi
la tinh hud'ng thr y&u trong cudc chién gitra hai ching ta. Nhung viéc dng
dang ding tredre t6i, mot minh, mot minh mét d6i mat voi Arseéne Lupin,
khi&n t6i cho rang s tra thu ctia 6ng di dwgce tinh todn tron ven nha't cé
the.”

“Tron ven nhat co6 the.”
“Ng6i nha nay?”

“Pa bi bao vay.”

“Hai ngo61 nha bén canh?”
“Cung da bi bao vay.”
“Can ho bén trén day?”

“Ba can ho trén tAng nam ldc trede thudc vEé 6ng Dubreuil da bi bao
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“Vé\[y?”



“Vay anh da bi bit, anh Lupin, bi bit vo diéu kién.”

Lupin trdi qua ddng cdi cdm xic ma Sholmes da trdi qua khi ng'6i trong
chi€c xe hoi hdm qua, cling con gian dir khing khi€p do, cling sy ghé tom
dé, va, ching ta hay thtra nhén, ciing sy phuc ting mét cach trung kién uy
lire clia hoan canh. Du trong chién thing hay chién bai, vin ludn ludn can

treong.
“Chung ta hoa nhau, thwa 6ng.” Lupin theztng thén néi.

Loi thd nhan khién vién tham ti ngwoi Anh hai 1ong. Im 1lang mot chuit,
Lupin — lic bdy gio’ da hoan toan ty chi — mim cwoi, bao: “Va t6i khong
ho1i tiéc. Chién thing mii cling t& nhat. Ngay hom qua, tdi chi can vuron tay
ra 1a 6ng di doi vinh vién. Ngay hom nay, s& phan toi tlly & 6ng dinh doat.
Van bai nay thudc vé 6ng.”

Lupin ha ha cwoi, roi néi: “R6t cude thi dam khan gia binh déan ciing
dworc tieu khién! Lupin vao tii! Anh ta s& thoat khdi nha tii bang cdch nio?
Vao tii!... Mot chuy&n phiéu leu méi thd vi 1am sao!... A! Ong Sholmes,

cudc doi chi la nhirng chuyén chét tiét, hét chuyén nay t&i chuyén khac.”

Lupin 4p hai ban tay nim chiit vao hai bén thai dwong, nhu the @& chiin
con vui swong manh liét dang dang 1én trong anh ta, va nhitng hanh déng
clia anh ta chi ra ring anh ta dang bj niém han hoan khong nén dwoc 1am
cho phan khich. Cudi cung, khi anh ta da 187y lai sy tw chu, anh ta ti€n dén
chd vién tham t, néi: “Va bay gio thi 6ng dang doi cho gi?”

“T6i dang doii cho gi w?”

“Phai, Ganimard & diy voi ngwoi cia dng ta roi, sao bon ho khéng vao

di?”



“T6i dé nghi 6ng ta khoan hing vao.”
“Va ong ta wng thuan!”

“T6i cha’p nhén sy gidp do cua 6ng ta véi diéu kién Ong ta nghe t6i chi
dao. Ngoai ra, 6ng ta nghi Félix Davey chi la tong pham ctia Arséne

Lupin.”

“Vay tdi s€ nhac lai cau héi theo cach khac. Tai sao 6ng vao day mét

minh?”

“Vi t6i mudn néi chuyén voi anh mot minh.”

“A! A! Ong c6 chuyén mudn néi véi toi day.”

Dbiéu nay xem chirng khi€n Lupin hét strc vira y. Trong nhirng hoan
canh nhat dinh, ngdn tir dwgrc wa thich hon hanh dong.

“Ong Sholmes, toi xin 15i t6i khong th€ mdi 6ng ngdi xudng mot chiéc
ghé& dwra ém 4i. Ong tha'y chiét thing v& kia thé nao? Hay 6ng thich bau
ctra s& hon? Tdi chdc chin mot cdc bia s& dworc hoan nghénh... bia nhe hay
bia den? Nhwng xin moi 6ng ng'6i xuéng da.”

“Cam on. Chiing ta ¢6 th€ dirng néi chuyén.”

“RAt tot, dng bat dau di.”

“T6i s& n6i ngan gon thdi. Muc dich tdi & Phap chealng phai 13 d& bit
anh. N&u t6i da danh long truy dudi anh thi cting chi vi t6i khong c6 cach
nao khac dat dwgc muc dich thwe sy cia minh.”

“Do6 1a?”

“La 1@y lai vién kim cwong xanh.”



“Vién kim cwong xanh!”

“Drong nhién, vi vién kim crong tim thdy trong chai thudc danh rang

cua ong Bleichen chi 1a hang gia.”

“Hoan toan ding. Vién kim cwong that da bj Ti€u thw Toc vang 18y
mat. T6i lam mot vién gidng hét nhw the’, va vi 6ng lanh sy Bleichen s&n bj
nghi ngo r'di, Tigu thw Téc vang — nham ddnh lac hwéng — dd nhét vién kim

cwong gia vao hanh 1y cia ong lanh sw.”
“Con anh giwr vién kim cwong that?”
“DPwong nhién.”
“T61 mudn c6 vien kim cweong d6.”
“To6i hét stee xin 161, nhung khong thé ndo.”
“T6i da hira v&i ba B twdc Crozon. T6i phéi ¢6 nd.”
“Ong c6 né sao duwoe, vi né dang nim trong tay toi.”
“Pé chinh xdc 1a 1y do, vi né dang nam trong tay anh.”
“O! Téi sé dwa né cho dng w?”
“Phai.”
“M0ot cach ty nguyén?”
“To1 s€ mua no.”
“A!” Lupin th&t 1én sung swéng. “Ong dirt khodt 12 mot ngwdi Anh.

Ong giai quy&t chuyén niy nhw gidi quy&t mot chuyén 1am #n vay.”
“N6 la mot chuyén lam an.”

“Cha! Ong tré t6i the nao?”



“Sw ty do cua ti€u thw Destange.”
“Str tir do ctia ¢d y?... T6i khong bigt 14 co Ay di bj bit day.”

“T6i s€ cung ca’p cho d6ng Ganimard nhirng thong tin can thi€t. Khi

khong c6 anh bdo vé, cb ta dé dang bi bit thoi.”

Lupin lai cwdi to, néi: “Ong than mén caa tdi, 6ng dinh tra téi bing thi
ong khong s& htru. Ti€u thw Destange dang & mot chdn an toan roi, chaamg

c6 gi d€lo so. Ong phai tra toi bing thir khic di.”

Vién tham t& ngwoi Anh chian chw, 16 rang vira ngwong ngiing vira byee
bdi. R'6i, dat ban tay 1é€n vai d6i thu ctia minh, 6ng ta néi: “Né&u téi d€ nghi
voi anh...”

“Sw tw do caa t61?”

“Khong... nhwng t6i ¢6 th€ ra ngoai ban bac véi Ganimard.”

“Va d€'toi lai mot minh?”

“Phai.”

“Oi! Troi o, nhwe the ¢6 ich gi? C4i mdy déng nguyeén ria niy khong
hoat dong.” Lupin néi, ddng thoi tirc t67 day bé 10 swdi. Anh ta kim mot
ti€ng kéu ddy ngac nhién. L'4n nay, s& phén lai ding vé phia anh ta. Phién
cam thach dich chuyén. D6 1a sw ctru gip, 1a hy vong trdn thoat cho anh ta.
Trong treong hop 4y, sao phai phuc ting nhirng diéu kién do Sholmes ap
dit? Anh ta budc t&i bude lui xung quanh phong, nhw thé dang can nhic
cu tra loi. R6i, toi lwot minh, anh ta dat ban tay 1én vai d&i tha, néi: “Tat
c4 da dwgee can nhic. Ong Sholmes, tdi thich thyc hi€n cong viéc cia minh

theo cdi cach cia minh hon.”



“Nhung...”

“Khong, t6i khong can sy giip do’ cua ai hét.”

“Khi Ganimard tém gdy anh r'6i, moi sy s€ k&t thic. Anh khong doi
nao thoat khoi bon ho dwoc.”

“Biét dau?”

“Thoi di, nghi nhw vay 1a ngu ngdc. Tat ca cac cira va ctra sO déu da bi

canh chung r'6i.”

“Tror mOt cai.”

“Cai nao?”

“Cai to1 s€ lwa chon.”

“Chi 1 1oi n6i sudng! Viéc bét anh da dwoc dinh doat.”

“O! Khong, khong hé.”
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Viay?

“T6i s€ gitr vién kim cwong xanh.”

Sholmés nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay, néi: “Bay gio’ 1a ba gio kém muwoi phit.
Ba gio, t6i s€ goi Ganimard.”

“Cha, thé& thi, ching ta ¢c6 mwoi phit néi chuyén. Ong Sholmes, d€ thda
man tri td mo cua tdi, to6i mudn bi€t bang cach nao ma 6ng tim hieu dwoc
dia chi cling v&i cdi tén Félix Davey cua t6i vay?”

Maic du thai d6 ung dung cua ddi tha khi€n Sholmes hoii lo lang, 6ng ta
s&n sang cung cAp cho Lupin ciu trd 101, vi né lam ting thém uy tin vé su

sdc sao ngh€ nghiép ctia 6ng ta.



“Pia chi ciia anh? Téi biét dwge t Ti€u thw Tc vang.”

“Clotilde!”

“Chinh ¢6 ta. Anh nh¢& chir, saing hdm qua, khi t6i mu6n dwa c6 ta di
bang chiéc xe hoi &y, cb ta dd goi dién cho thg' may.”

“Chal”

“Cha, V€ sau, t6i hi€u, anh chinh la ngwoi thg may. Va dém hém qua,
trén thuyén, bang cdch van dung trf nhé, ma tri nhé cia toi 1a thi toi hoan
toan c6 1y do d€ ty hao, tdi nhé lai dwoe hai chir s6” cudi trong s6” dién thoai
clia anh 12 73. R6i, vi t6i dd ndm danh sich nhirng ngdi nha anh tirng tién
hanh cai tao, khi tdi quay lai Paris ldc mwoi mot gior sang hom nay, viéc tra
danh ba dién thoai va phat hién ra cai tén Félix Davey kém theo dia chi la

viéc qud dé dang. Nam thdng tin 'y r'6i, tdi dé nghj dng Ganimard hd tror.”

“That dang ngwong mo! Toi xin chiic mirng 6ng. Nhung bang cach nio
ma dng 1én dwore chuyé&n tau hda khdi hanh ldc tdm gior tir Havre? Bang

cach nao ma 6ng trdn thoat khoi chi€c Chim Nhan vay?”

“T61 khong tron.”

“Nhung...”

“Anh yéu ciu vién thuyén tredng chi dwoc cidp bor Southampton tor mét
gio tré di. Cor ma Ong ta lai cho tdi cdp bo lic nira dém. Vi vay t6i da c6
the’ 1én chuyén tau thiy khai hanh lic nira dém, sang Havre.”

“Vién thuyén tredng da phan boi t6i w? Toi khong tin noi.”

“Khong, 6ng ta khong phan boi anh.”

“0, thé thi vi gi?”



“Vi chi€c dong h'6 qua quyt ctia 6ng ta.”
“P'ong h'd qua quyt ciia 6ng ta!”

“Phai, t6i da van cho né nhanh hon mét tié€ng.”
“Cach nao vay?”

“Cach binh thwong thoi, xoay cac kim. Chiing t6i ng'6i bén canh nhau
néi chuyén, t6i k& cho 6ng ta nghe ma’y mau chuyén cudi... Sao? Ong ta
chaalng he€ trong thay t61 lam viéc aYy.”

“Hoan hd! Thu doan ra't thong minh. T6i s€ ludn ludn ghi nhé. Con
chi€c dong h'd treo trén vach budng thuyén tredng?”

“A! D81 v&i chiéc d6ng h'd d6 thi viéc vian sai gior khé khan hon, vi hai
chan t6i bi tréi. Nhwng anh chang thiy thi canh chwng t6i ldc vién thuyén

tredng di chd khdc, anh ta da t6t bung d€ xoay cac kim ho t6i.”
“Anh ta? No61 bay! Anh ta chrflng doi nao lam.”

“O! Nhung anh ta khong biét tAm quan trong cfia viéc minh lam. T6i
bao anh ta 12 toi phai bit chuy&h tau hda dau tién di London, bang moi gid,

va... anh ta da d€ minh bj thuy&t phuc.”
“Thong qua...”

“Thong qua mdt mon qua nhod, ma cdi anh chang tuyét diéu ay, trung

thanh va chéan that v&i chad, dy dinh s€ givi cho anh.”
“La gi?”
“Chi 1a m6t mén vat vanh.”

“Nhung la gi?”



“Vién kim cwong xanh.”
“Vién kim cwong xanh!”

“Phai, vién kim cwong gia ma anh thay thé vién kim cwong that cia ba
B4 twdre. Ba ta da dwa né cho t6i.”

Mot trang cwoi dir doi bt ngor nd ra. Lupin cwoi t&i ndi chdy ca nwde
mét.

“Troi o1, nhweng khoi hai qua! Vién kim cwong gia cua t6i dwoe dit 16t
cho ga thiy tha ngay tho cta t6i! Va chi€c dong h'é qua quyt cua vién
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thuyén tredng! Ca nhirng chi€c kim cta chi€c dong h'd treo twong

Sholmes cam thdy cudc da'u tay doi gitra 6ng ta va Lupin dang cang
thang hon bao gid h&t. Ban niing phi thwong trong 6ng ta canh béo ring,
dang sau sy vui vé bé ngoai ctia ké thii, 1a mot dau ¢ sic sdo dang can
nhéc bién phdp, c4ch thirc thodt than. Lupin tit tir tié€n d&n gan vién tham ti
ngwoi Anh, 6ng ta lui lai, va, mdt cach ba't gidc, dit tay vao chiéc tdi d€
dong h'6 & 4o gi lé.

“Anh Lupin, ba gio’ roi.”

“Pa ba gio roi! Bang ti€c! Ching ta dang chuyén tro thi vi lam sao.”

“T6i dang doi cdu trd loi cia anh.”

“Cau trd 1o cua t6i? Troi ! Nhwng Ong cau ky qua!... Vay day sé la
nuwde di nho nhd cudi ciing trong van co cia chiing ta va khoan dat cworc sé
l1a sy tw do cua t6i.”

“Hodc vién kim cworng xanh.”

“Pugc. Day 12 van bai cia 6ng. Ong dinh ddnh quan gi?”



“T6i danh quan K.” Sholmes néi, bép co khau sing luc.

“Con t6i danh quan Ace.” Lupin vwra dap 1o vira d@'m Sholmes mét

phat.

Sholmes bén chi thién, bdo hiéu cho Ganimard, ngudi 6ng ta dd dé nghi
hd trg'. Nhung ¢t dA'm ctia Lupin tring bung Sholmes, khién dng ta dau gap
ngwoi. Lupin lao d&n chd 10 swdi, ddy phi€n cam thach... Qua mudn roi!
Cénh ctra mo toang ra.
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“Pau hang di, Lupin, khong t6i ban

Ganimard, chic chin dang & mot vi tri gan hon so vé&i Lupin twéng.
Ganimard dang & kia, khau sting luc nham vao Lupin. Va sau lung
Ganimard 12 hai mwoi ngwdi dan ong, hung hing, tan nhan, sé xong dén
danh anh ta tyra nhw ddnh mot con ché né€u thd'y ¢6 da'u hiéu chdong doi du

la nhé nha't.

“Dut khodt r6i! Té6i dau hang!” Lupin binh tinh néi, va anh ta khoanh

hai tay tred'c nguec.

Tat ca moi ngwoi déu kinh ngac. Trong can phong trong trai chang con
d6 dac va nhtrng td'm rém, giong Arseéne Lupin nghe nhw &m vang: “T6i

dau hang!”

Xem ra khong tin dwoc. S€ chfmg ai tha'y steng s0t n€u anh ta thinh linh
mat hit qua mdt cdi ctra 14t trén san nha, hay néu mdt mang twong tw duwng

tan bién di d€ anh ta tau thodt. Nhwng ding nay anh ta lai dau hang!
Ganimard cang thealng tién VEé phia tredre, va voi ta't ca vé nghiém trang
ma tinh hudng hé trong &y doi hdi, 6ng ta dit ban tay Ién vai doi tha, néi

trong niém vui vd bién: “Anh di bj bit, Arséne Lupin.”



“Hw hwe!” Lupin n6i. “Ong lam t6i run hét ca ngwoi, Ganimard than
mén. M6t bd mat mdi thé lwong 1am sao! Nguwoi ta s€ nge 6ng dang noi
chuyén bén ni'm m'0 cfia ban 6ng da’y. Chia o1, dung ra vé tang toc thé’

chiz.”
“Anh di bj bét.”

“Purng d€ viéc d6 lam phién cac ban! Nhan danh phap luét, ma ong ta la
cOt try xirng dang, Ganimard, tham t lttng danh Paris, di bit Arséne Lupin
xau xa tdi 16i. Mot sy kién mang tinh lich sit, ma r'oi cic ban s€ hi€u dworc
y nghia dich thwc cta nd... Va day la Ian thir hai diéu nay xay ra. Hoan ho,

',’

Ganimard, 6ng chic chén s& thing ti€h v&i nghé nghiép dng da Iwa chon

Lupin gio hai ¢0 tay ra, Ganimard tra chi€c vong vao mdt cach ra't long
trong. Ca ddm dong canh sét, mic di von vin quen ngao man va odn han
Lupin, da x& sy v&i vé khiém nhwong pht hop, ngac nhién khi dwoc phép
d4n mét vao cdi sinh vt bi hi€m, hw hw thye thuc ay.

“Lupin t6i nghiép cda t6i.” Ngwoi anh huing cda chiing ta thé dai. “Cac
ban beé quy toc cia ciu s€ ndi gi khi trong tha'y cdu & vao tinh thé nhuc nha
nay?”

Lupin gidng hai c¢d tay ra v&i tat ca stte Iyc. Mach mau trén trdn anh ta
phdng 1&n. Hai vong kim loai cét vao thit anh ta. DAy xich bj rirt dit, rovi

xudng.
“M0ot chi€c khac, cac ban, chi€c nay v dung roi.”
L’an nay, bon ho tra cho Lupin hai chi€c cong.
“Hoan toan diing d4n.” Anh ta néi. “Céh tic vo wu.”

R6i, d&m sd& tham tr va canh sat, anh ta ti€p tuc: “Céc ban cua toi o1,



cac ban ¢6 bao nhiéu ngwoi ta't ca? Hai muoi 1am? Ba mwoi? Qua nhiéu.
Téi ching lam gi duge. O! Gid nhw chi ¢6 mwdi 1im ngudi thoi!”

O Lupin ¢6 céi gi d6 ddy sirc 161 cudn. Sire 161 cudn ctia ngwdi nghé si
vi dai vao vai v&i ta't ca tAim h'én va sy tha'u hi€u, k€t hop su tw tin, thoéi
mdi. Sholmés ngdm anh ta nhw cdch mdt ngwdi ngdm mot bire tranh dep,
v&i sy danh gid xtirng ddng danh cho toan bo mau sic va k¥ thuit hoan hio
trong birc tranh. Ong ta that 1ong nghi ddy 12 cudc chién ddu ngang co’ gitra
mot bén 1a ba mwoi con ngwoi dwore trang bi vii khi nhw thé nay, ciing stec
manh va sy uy nghiém cta phéap luét, véi mot bén 1a mot cd nhan don doc,

khong mot ta'c sit, tay lai bj cong. Phai, hai bén qua 12 ngang co.

“Cha, thwa s€p.” Lupin bao vién tham tir ngwoi Anh. “Pay la thanh qua
ctia dng. Nho ¢ 6ng, Lupin sé chét muc xwong trén 1p rom am wot dudi
hAm nguc. Hiy thd nhan rang lwong tim 6ng dang hoi cin rirt va 1ong 6ng
day ho1 han, an nan.”

Mot cach chflng chi y, Sholmeéo nhiin vai, nhw th€ &€ néi: “D6 12 16i

[Am cia chinh ban than anh.”

“Khong doi nao! Khong doi nao!” Lupin bat thd't. “Trao cho 6ng vién
kim cwong xanh! Oi! Khong. N6 da gy ra cho tdi qua nhiéu phién phic.
To6i c6 y dinh gite n6 da’y. Trong Ian dau tién viéng tham 6ng & London,
chic hin 12 théng t&i, t6i s& n6i véi dng 1y do. Nhung thdng t&i ong &
London chx? Hay 6ng mudn & Vienna hon? Hay Saint Petersburg?”

R'6i Lupin nhan dwoc sw bat nger. Chudng bét dau reo. Ching phai
chudng bao dong, ma la chudng chi€c dién thoai dat & gitra hai 6 ctra sO cla

can phong, chwa dwgec go° bo.

Chuong dién thoai! O! C6 thé'12 ai goi nhi? Ai s& roii vao chiéc biy bat



hanh nay? Arséne Lupin bdc 16 con thinh nd d6i voi chié€c dién thoai den
dui, nhw the’ anh ta mudn dap né vo tan tanh thanh nghin manh va nhw th&’
s€ bit dwore cdi giong ndi bi an dang goi t&i cho anh ta kia. Nhung nguoi

nhi’c 6ng nghe la Ganimard.
“Alo! Alo!... S6"648.73 day... vang, dung s& Yy day.”

R6i Sholmes budrc t&i, va, voi vé uy quyén, day Ganimard sang bén,
cam 14y dng nghe, che d4u néi lai bing mot chi€c mii soa d€ khong bj 10
giong. Lic &y, 6ng ta dwa anh mét vé phia Lupin, va 4nh mét ngudi no nhin
ngwoi kia cho thd'y ho dang chung mot y nghi, dang biét trwede cdi két qua
cudi cung cua gia thi€t a'y: Ti€u thw Toc vang goi dién dé€n. C6 ta mudn
gap Félix Davey, hay néi cdch khac 1a Maxime Bermond, nhung thyc t&

Sholmes 1a nguoi ¢ ta s€ gap. Vién tham tr Anh qud’c 1dp lai: “Alo... alo!”
R6i, im 1ang m&t chit, 6ng ta bao: “Phai, anh day, Maxime day.”

V& kich da bat dau va dang dién bién v&i dd chinh xdc bi thadm. Lupin
— mot Lupin khong ki€m ché€” va khong than trong — chfmg cO gidu nodi lo
lang ctia minh. Anh ta ciing hét t't cd cdc gidc quan ra d€ nghe ngéng, hay,
it nha't, cling d€ phong doan ndi dung cudc trao doi. Va Sholmes ti€p tuc tra
lovi céi giong n6i bi an: “Alo!... Alo!... Phai, moi ¢6 dac dwoc chuyén di
hét roi, anh da sin sang roi khdi ddy va gip em nhuw chiing ta thda thuan. ..

O dau?... Bay gi¢’ em dang & dau?... Anh nghi ong ta chwa & ddy dau.”

Sholmes dirng lai, tim 1&i 1&. RG rang ong ta dang cd ging dit cAu hdi
cho ¢6 gdi kia lam sao d€ dwng bi 10 chan twong, va 6ng ta cling khong biét
cd ta dang & dau. Hon ntra, sy hién dién cia Ganimard xem ra khi€n Ong ta
ngwong nging... Oi! Gid ¢ phép mau nao xud't hién ngin can cudc chuyén

tro nay! V&i ta't ca stec manh ciia minh, véi ta't ca cdc diy than kinh dang



cang ra manh liét, Lupin cdu nguyén mdt phép mau. Ngung lai mot chuit,
Sholmes ti€p tuc: “Alo!... Alo!... Em c6 nghe anh n6i khong?... Anh nghe
em n6i khong r& 1dm. .. Em néi to 1én mdt chit dwgre khong?... Em dang
nghe ddy chit? O, anh nghi em nén tré vé nha... Biy gio hét nguy hiém
roi... Nhung ong ta dang & Anh! Anh da nhan dwoc dién tin tw
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Southampton thdong bao viéc 6ng ta 1én bo’ & da'y.

Oi, st mia mai cham bi&m trong cau niy! Sholmes néi né ra véi cam
gidc dé chiu khong th€ ta. R'6i dng ta thém: “Thdi, dirng ma't thoi gian nira.
Anh s€ gap em & d6.”

Sholmes gac 6ng nghe.

“Ong Ganimard, dng bd’ tri cho toi ba ngudi dwgec khdng?”

“Pe€ xwr 1y Ti€u thw Téc vang a?”

“Phai.”

“Ong biét co ta 12 ai va & dau chir?”

“Biet.”

“T6t! Nhu thé s€ x& 1y dwore dng Lupin... Folenfant, 18y hai ngwoi, di
theo 6ng Sholmes.”

Vién tham t& Anh qud’c xué't phat, c6 ba ngwoi ho tong.

Van bai da két thuc. Ti€u thw Téc vang cling chuan bi roi vao ban tay
vién tham t&r Anh qud’c. Nho sy kién tri dang khen ngoi cda 6ng ta cling
nhw sy két hop ctia nhirng tinh hudng ngu nhién, cudc chién da'u két thic
v&i phan thing thudc vé vién tham tk va Lupin ganh 147y tai hoa khong the

stra chtra dwoc.



“Ong Sholmes!”

Vién tham t&r Anh quéc dwng lai. “Anh Lupin!”

RO rang 1a Lupin da bi cud cudi cung nay dap cho tan tanh. Tran anh ta
hin sau cdc nép nhin. Anh ta trong r'au 1i, chan nan. Tuy nhién, anh ta 14y
lai dwore binh tinh, va, mac du tha't bai, anh ta kéu 1&én giong vui vé: “Ong s€
phai cong nhan ring s& phan da chdng lai t6i. MAYy phiit trede, né ngin
khong cho tdi tau thoat qua cai 10 swdi kia, ndp tdi day vao tay dng. Bay
gio, voi chi€c dién thoai, n6 lai dang cho 6ng Ti€u thw Téc vang. T6i xin
phuc tung ban 4n cua nd.”

“Y anh 1a gi?”

“Y t6i 12 toi sin sang mé lai vong dam phan.”

Sholmes kéo Ganimard ra, bing cung cach khong cho phép 6ng kia c6 y
kién gi, yéu cau dugec néi ma’y ciu véi ké bi bit. R6i 6ng ta tiéh d&n chd
Lupin va hdi, giong gay git, cing thg'lng: “Anh mudn thé nao?”

“Sw ty do cho tieu thw Destange.”

“Anh bi€t gid ctia n6.”

“Phai.”

“Va anh cha’p nhéan.”

“Phai, t6i chap nhan cac di€u kié€n 6ng dwa ra.”

“O!” Vién tham tir Anh qudc thot 1én ddy ngac nhién. “Nhung. .. anh di
tw chdi... cho ban than anh...”

“Phai, 6ng Sholmes, tdi co th€ ti lo cho ban thin minh, nhung by gio

van @€ lién quan t&i mot ¢ gai tré... va la cd gdi tdi yéu. Ong hay hiéu, &



nwdc Phdp, chiing t6i ¢6 quan di€m rach roi vé nhitng chuyén nhw thé'. Va

lai, Lupin cling ¢6 tinh cdm chang khac gi moi nguwoi.”

Anh ta n61 mot cach thzamg thén, gidn di. Sholmes ddp lai bang céi ciii
dau gan nhw khong th€ nhan ra, va 1am bam: “Pwoc, vién kim cwong

xanh.”

“Hay I&y cay can cua t6i, d6, & goc 10 swdi. Mot tay an dau phia trén

ciy can, tay kia xoay vong st bit dau phia dudi.”

Sholmes ¢Am ciy can, lam theo hwdng dan. Khi ong ta 1am vay, dau
phia trén cay can tach ra, d€'16 mot cai ho'c dung cuc sdp nhd hinh tron, bén
trong cuc sdp 12 vién kim cwong. Ong ta xem xét né. Pich thyc 1 vién kim

cwong xanh.
“Anh Lupin, tieu the Destange dwore ty do.”

“Trong twong lai, cd &'y chic chin dwoc an toan chit? Cd &'y khong phai

so’ gi 6ng ch?”

“Khong phai s¢ toi, cling khong phai so ai khac.”

“Ong thu x&p viéc nay bing cdch nao?”

“Hoan toan dé dang. Toi dd quén tén va dija chi ctia c6 ta roi.”

“Cam on. Va au revoir... vi tdi sé gap lai 6ng mot ngay nao da'y, ding
khong 6ng Sholmes?”

“T6i chdc chén 1 nhw the"”

Tiép theo, gitta Sholmes va Ganimard dién ra mot cudc trao doi gay gét.
Cudc trao doi bi vién tham ti ngwoi Anh chadm dat dot ngdt: “To6i rat 18y

lam ti€c, 6ng Ganimard, khi ching ta khong the di d&€n nha't tri vé di€m do,



nhwng t6i khéng ¢6 thoi gian d€ ma hoai hoi thuyét phuc 6ng. Trong vong
mot ti€ng d6ng h'd nira, toi s€ tré vE Anh.”

“Con... Ti€u thu Téc vang?”

“T61 khong bi€t ai nhw the”.”

“Nhung, vwra lic nay...”

“Ong phai chdp nhan sy viéc nhw by gior di. Toi dd giao Arséne Lupin
vao tay ong. Pay la vién kim cwong xanh ma 6ng sé c¢6 han hanh dwoec tra

lai ba B4 twéc Crozon. Ong con mudn diéu gi nira?”
“Tieu thw Toc vang.”
“Hay di tim ki€m co ta di.”
Sholmes kéo chi€c mii lw@i trai sup xudng tran, khan treong budc di,

nhur moOt ngwoi von van quen bude di ngay sau khi hoan thanh nhiém vu.

“Chitic chuyé&n di may mén, thwra 6ng.” Lupin kéu 1én. “Va hdy tin
tdng rang toi s& khong bao gio quén cdi cdch than thién ma thwong vu nho

nhd gitra ching ta da dwoc dan x&p. Cho tdi gvi loi hdi tham 6ng Wilson.”

Ch?:ing c6 cau dép trd nao, Lupin néi thém vé nhao cot: “Dé dwoe goi la
ki€u rit lui cia ngwoi Anh. A! Pham cha't dan sinh sdng ngoai dao thi€u
nhirng tinh hoa ctia phép lich sy ma chiing ta c6 thwra. Thik suy nghi mét
chit xem, Ganimard, trong hoan canh twong tw, cach rit lui cia ngwoi Phap
m&i dé thuwong 1am sao! Ong ta che gidn niém han hoan chién thing bang
ctt chi m&i nha nhén, tuyét voi lam sao!... Nhwng, c6 Chda phu ho,
Ganimard, 6ng dang lam gi thé? Ti€n hanh khdm xét w? Nao, ich gi co
ch? Chéng con gi dau, k€ cd mot mau gid’y. Toi cam doan v&i dng rang tai

liéu Iwu trir cua téi dang & noi an toan roi.”



“T6i khong chéc chin vé diéu d6.” Ganimard dap. “T6i phai kham xét

tatca.”

Lupin phai phuc tung yéu cau nay. Bi hai thdm t& gitr hai bén va nhirng
nguwoi khac vay xung quanh, anh ta kién tri chiu dyng trong hai mwoi phuit,

roi anh ta néi: “Nhanh 1én, Ganimard, ro1 két thuc di!”

“Anh dang voi u?”

“Pwong nhién la té1 dang voi. Mot cudc hen quan trong.”

“(y @6n canh sat?”

“Khong, trong thanh phd.”

“O! Lic may gio?”

“Hai gio’.”

“Bay gio 1a ba gio r'6i.”

“Chinh xdc. T6i s€ bi mudn. Ma ding gio’ 1a mét trong nhirng wu di€m
cua tdi.”

“Cha, cho t6i ndm phut nwa.”

“Khong thém gidy nao nira dau.” Lupin ndi. “Toi dang ¢6” gang hét strc

giai quy€t...”

“O! Prng nhiéu 1o vdy... VAn kham xét cdi ta 4y? N6 réng khong
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ma.
“C6 mot s& bire thw day.”
“To1d06 la hoa don cu.”

“Khong, mot tdp dwoc budc ruy bang.”



“Ruy bing d4! Oi! Ganimard, vi Chiia, ché thdo né ra.”

“Cua mot phu nr a?”

“Phai.”

“Mot phu nir ba't ky trén doi nay?”

“Nguwoi phu ni ti t& nha't trén doi nay!”

“Tén co ta?”

“Phu nhan Ganimard.”

“Ra't khoi hai! Ra't khoi hai!” Vién tham t kéu 1€n.

Ding lic &y, nhirng ngwoi dwoe phan cong luc sodt cac can phong khac
quay lai, tuyén b6 ho chang tim thd’y céi gi. Lupin ha ha cuoi va néi: “Troi
dat! Phai ching 6ng nghi s€ tim thd’y danh sach nhirng ngwoi t6i tham
viéng x4 giao, hay bang chitng cho quan hé lam #n gitra toi v&i hoang d&
nwée Pirc? Nhung, Ganimard, toi ¢6 thé néi véi ong rang 6ng nén nghién
ctru cdi gi. N6 bao g6m ta't ca cac bi an nho nho trong cidn hd nay. Ti nhu,
cdi 6ng din ga kia 12 mOt cdi 6ng noi. Ci 10 swdi kia chira cd mot chiéc
cau thang trong long. Birc twong kia rdng gitra. Va hé thdng chudng tuyét

diéu nay! O! Ganimard, hiy &n c4i nit kia di!”
Ganimard tuan theo.
“Ong c6 nghe thay gi khéng?” Lupin hoi.
“Khong.”

“T6i cing khong nghe thdy gi. Tuy nhién, 6ng da bao cho ngwoi lai
khinh khi cAu cta toi biét d€ chuah bj sdn sang khinh khi ciu, né s& nhanh

chong dwa chung ta 1€én may xanh.”



“Tho1!” Ganimard ndéi, sau khi hoan thanh viéc luc soét. “Chung t61

nghe nhirng chuyén v& va vé van thé” da da, tha cho ching t6i di.”

Ong ta quay buéc, ddm nhan vién cta dng ta theo sau. Lupin khong

nhdc nhich. Nhitng ngwoi dang gac anh ta day anh ta nhwng chzalng an thua

N

gl.
“Cha.” Ganimard no6i. “Anh khong chju di v?”
“Hoan toan chéng phai the¢". Nhung cling con tuy.”
“Tuy cai g17”
“Tuy vao viéc ong mudn dwa to1 di dau.”
“Puwong nhién d&€n d6n canh sat roéi.”
“Vay toi trr chdi. T6i khdng co viéc gi & d6.”
“Anh c6 dién khong?”
“T6i chwa bao 6ng 1a t6i cé cude hen quan trong a?”
“Lupin!”

“Sao, Ganimard, t6i c¢6 cudc hen v&i Ti€u the Toc vang, va 6ng nghi toi
ba't lich sy t&i mitc 1am cho c¢6 A%y phai lo 14ng mot gidy phiit ndo w? Nhuw
thé qua 1a ra't khi€m nha.”

“Nghe day, Lupin.” Vién tham t& dang tré nén buc bdi voi nhieng lovi 1€
bon cot nay, néi. “Tdi da ra't kién nhin v&i anh, nhwng toi s& khong chiu
dung anh thém dau. Di theo t61.”

“T61 khong the. Toi cé cude hen va toi sé ding hen.”

“To1 ndi Tan cudi cung, di theo to1!”



“Toi khong the!”

Ganimard ra hiéu, hai ngwoi cia 6ng ta tim 187y hai canh tay Lupin,
nhwng bon ho ngay 14p tirc phédi budng anh ta, kéu 1én day dau don. Lupin
da dam hai mii kim dai vao bon ho. Nhirng nguwoi khac lao vao Lupin, hét
1én mot cach tire t&i va thu han, him hé rira nhuc cho dong ddi cling nhw
rira nhuc cho chinh ban thAn minh, vi von van chju vo s6 nhirng 167 ling
ma cua anh ta trit xudng. Bay gio thi bon ho nén anh ta cho ky thich. M6t
ci da@'m vao thai dwong lam Lupin lan quay ra san.

“Néu anh khi&n anh ta bi thwong, anh s€ phai chiu trach nhiém v&i t6i
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day.” Ganimard tirc t&i gam gur.

Ong ta cidi xudng xdc dinh tinh trang ctia Lupin. R'6i, xdc dinh dworc
ring anh ta vn dang thé dé dang, Ganimard yéu cAu hai nhan vién khiéng
Lupin 1én, mot tim ding chan, mot tim ding dau, con ban than 6ng ta d&

18y ngwoi Lupin.
“Nao, di cho nhe nhang!... Pwrng lam anh ta bj x4c¢. Oi! Bon cuc stic
suyt thi gi€t chét anh ta... Cha, Lupin, cam thdy thé nao?”

“Khéng d& chju 1m, Ganimard... Ong d€ cho bon ho ha guc t6i.”

“L0i 1a ctia anh, anh qud buwdng binh.” Ganimard dép loi. “Nhung tOi
hy vong bon ho khong khién anh bi thwong.”

Bon ho da rovi khoi can ho kia va lic ba’y gior dang ra toi dau cau thang.
Lupin rén i, 1ip bip: “Ganimard... thang mdy... bon ho sip stra lam gy
xuwong toi roi.”

“Mot y twedng hay dd’y, mét y twdng tuyét voi.” Ganimard dap. “Va lai,

cau thang bd ciling qua hep.”



Ong ta goi thang may. Lupin dwoc dat vao ghé& mot cach hét sirc can
than. Ganimard ng'di xudng bén canh anh ta va bdo cac nhan vién cia

minh: “Pi theo cau thang bd, xudng doi t6i & dwdi gac. Hi€u chwa?”

Ganimard dong canh ctra thang may lai. Thang may dét ngdt vot 1én

nhw chi€c khinh khi cau bj dut cap. Lupin phd ra trang cwoi day nhao bang.

“Troi o!” Ganimard kéu 1én, trong khi dién cu'6ng so’ soang trong bong
t01 nit cho thang xudng. So’ dwgrc nd r'oi, 6ng ta hét: “Tang nam! Theo doi
cai ctra & tAng nam.”

Nhung ké phu ta cia Ganimard chay Ién theo cau thang bg, nhdy cach
hai hay ba bac mot. Nhung lai xay ra tinh hudng la luing nay: Chi€c thang
mady dwong nhw xuyén thing tran fdng cudi cuing, bi€n ma't khoi tAm nhin
ctia dam phu ta, dot ngdt hién ra & tang trén ntra, fang danh cho nhirng
ngwoi hiu, va ding lai. Ba thanh nién dang dori d6. Bon ho mé cira. Hai
ngwoi tdm 18y Ganimard, Ong ta sing s6t vi bi tdn cong ba't ngor, gan nhw
khong ¢6 hanh dong tw vé nao ca. Nguwoi thir ba do Lupin di.

“T6i... Toi da canh bao 6ng, Ganimard... vé chi€c khinh khi cau. L'an
sau, dng hién hau nhw th&”. Va, ngoai ra, hdy nhd Arséne Lupin khong bao
gio’ cho phép ban than minh bi d@m d4 ha guc ma khong cé day du ly do.
Adieu.”

Ctra thang mdy da d6ng chit lai, nhdt Ganimard bén trong, va thang bét
dau di xudng. Toan bd sy viéc dién ra nhanh t&i mirc vién thdm ti gia
xudng dén tang trét cling cling lic v&i nhirng ké phu ta. Ché"mg noi chgng
ring, bon ho bing ngang qua sin, leo theo cau thang bd danh cho ngudi
hau, cach duy nha't d€ di 1én dén tang nhirng ngwoi hiau &, dia di€m xay ra

vu tau thoat.



Mot hanh lang dai ngoét ngoéo vai I4n, chay gitra nhitng ciin phong nhd
dwoc danh s&, dAn d&n mot canh cira khong khéa. Phia bén kia canh cira
ndy, & trong mot ngdi nha khdc, c6 mot hanh lang khéc véi vai T4n ngodt
ngoéo twong ty, chay gitra nhirng can phong twong ty, tan cung cling mot
10i cAu thang danh cho ngw¢di hau. Ganimard xudng ciu thang, bing ngang
qua sin va khu vyc tién phong, bdng thd’y minh dang ding & dwong Picot.
R'6i 0ng ta chot hieu: Hai ng6i nha dwgc xay gidp leng, nhwng hai mat tién
quay ra hai con phd chay song song, khodng céch gitra hai con phd 1a hon

sau mwol mét.

Ong ta tim dwoc nguoi gitr ctra, gior cho ngwoi git cira xem thé cla
minh, va hdi: “B6n nguoi dan 6ng vira di ra qua ddy, ddng khong?”

“Vang. Hai ngwoi hdu song trén fang bon va fdng nadm, cung hai ngwoi
ban cua ho.”

“Nhirng nguoi song trén tang bon va tdng nam la ai?”

“Mot ngrroii tén 1a Fauvel va em ho anh ta tén 1a Provost. Ho don di
hém nay, d€ hai ngwoi hdu & lai. Hai ngwoi hau 8y cling méi rovi khoi day.”

“O!” Ganimard nghi. “Chung ta bd 16 co’ héi mi 1on 1am sao! Toan bd
cdi bang dang 2y da cé lic song trong hai ngdi nha nay.”

R0i Ong ta ng'di phich xudng mot chiéc ghé&’ dwa, 1ong tran ngap ndi

tha't vong.



BOn muoi phit sau, hai nguwoi dan 6ng dwoe xe hoi ché toi ga Xe Ita
mién Béc, voi va bit chuyé&n tau tdc hanh di Calais, theo sau 12 mot ngudi
phu khuan vac xdch va li cho ho. Mét trong hai nguoi phéi deo canh tay
tredc ngue, b6 mét nhot nhat chirng to6 6ng ta dang 6m. Ngwoi kia tim

trang ra’t vui vé.

“Chung ta phai khan treong 1€n, Wilson, n€u khong ching ta s€ 16 tau

day... Oi! Wilson, toi s& khéng bao gio quén mudi ngiy nay.”
“T6i cling khong bao gior quén.”
“Oi! That 12 mot cudc chién dau thd vi!”
“Tuyét vori!”
“Cling ¢6 ldc nay ldic khac bi dich day 1ui...”
“Nhung khong dian dé&n hiu qua gi.”

“Va, cudi cuing 1a chién thing gianh duworc trén toan tuy&n. Lupin di bi

bit! Vién kim cwong xanh da duwoc thu vé!”
“Cung canh tay gay cua t6i!”

“MOot canh tay giy c6 ddng k€& gi trong mot chién thing hao huing nhuw

thé?”
“Pic biét khi d6 chi la tay t6i.”
“0! Phaéi, anh khdng nh& sao, Wilson, chinh cdi ldc anh dang & hiéu

thud’c, chiu dung dau do'n mot cach anh huing, t6i da kham pha ra manh moi

cua toan by bi an.”

< N
“May mdn lam sao!”



Cura cac toa tau dang dong lai. “Tat ca 1én tau. Hai 6ng, nhanh nhanh

!9’

nao

Nguwoi phu khuin véc leo 1én mot toa trong, dit cac va li 1én gid, con
Sholmes thi hd tror Wilson khong may.

“Sao th&’, Wilson? Anh khong qua mét moi, phai khong? Nao, x&¢ lai
tinh thén nao.”

“Tinh thién t6i binh thwong.”

“Cha, the  thi, c6 van deé gi vay?”

“Toi chi c6 mdi mot tay.”

“Thé& thi sao?” Sholmes phan khai kéu 1€n. “Anh chealng phai ngwoi duy
nha't trén doi nay bi gay tay dau. Vui vé di nao!”

Sholmes dwa cho ngwoi phu khuan vac mét dong nam muwoi centime®.

“Cam on 6ng, 6ng Sholmes.” Ngwoi phu khuan vac dap.

Vién tham t&¢ Anh qudc nhin anh ta. T¢é ra 1a Arséne Lupin.

“Anh!... Anh!” Sholmes 1ip bép, kinh ngac tot do.

Con Wilson thi vung canh tay lanh, ki€u ct chi ngwoi ta hay lam khi
gidi thich v& mot thyc t&. “Anh! Anh! Nhwng anh d3 bi bit co' ma! Sholmes
bao toi thé”. Khi 6ng &y roi khoi d6, Ganimard va ba mwoi ngwoi nira dang

canh chirng anh.”

Lupin khoanh hai tay treéc nguc, néi véi vé phan nd: “Ong nghi 13 toi
s€ mdc cho 6ng di ma khéng chao tam biét 6ng w? Sau khi gitra ching ta
van ludn ludn t0n tai nhirng mdi than tinh? Nhu thé” thi tdi that bac béo,

khi€m nha.”
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Coi tau vang 1&n. Lupin ti€p tuc: “Xin 18i, nhung cic ong da c6 ddy du
nhirng thir ¢an thi€t chwa? Thudc 14 va diém, day r'oi... con bdo budi
chiéu? Cé4c dng s& doc duworc trong bdo budi chiéu bai md ta vu bit gitr toi
dad’y... ky tich m&i nhd't cua 6ng, 6ng Sholmes. Bay gio thi, au revoir. T6i
ra’t hai 1ong lam quen v&i cac 6ng. Va néu ¢6 ldc nao t6i dwore phuc vu cac

ong viéc gi, tdi s€ vO clng sung swong...”
Lupin nhdy xu6ng sin ga, dong ctra toa tau lai.

“Adieu.” Anh ta néi thém I'dn ntra, viy vay chi€c mii soa. _“Adieu..._
T61 s€ viet the cho cac 6ng. Cac ong cuing s€ vi€t thw cho tdi, nhé? Va vé
canh tay gdy cua 6ng, Wilson... t6i thwc sy rat 18y lam ti€c... T6i hy vong
nhan dwoee tin tic ctia ca hai 6ng. Thinh thodng hay giri mot tAm bwu thiép.

Chi can dé: Lupin, Paris. Th& 1a du... Adieu... Hen sé'm tdi ngd.”
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H erlock Sholmes va Wilson dang ng6i1 trong hai chi€’c gh€ banh ém ai
trede 10 swdi, chan dudi dai vé phia hoi &m dé chju ctia ngon ltra than

coc bap bung.

Tau thudc 14 ctia Sholmes, mot chigc tAu ngén bang ré thach nam bit
bac, dd tit. Ong ta g6 hét tan ra, nh'6i tau thudc m&i, cham lia, kéo vat
chi€c 4o choang médc nha phu qua dau go61i, pha khéi mu mit. Khéi lam

thanh nhiéu vong tron thAm t61, bay 1én trén tran.

Wilson ddm dam nhin Ong ta, twra mdt chu ché dang cudn tron trén tA'm
tham nhd phia trede 10 swdi nhin chii ctia minh, v&i cip mét tron xoe to
twdng chang chira dung niém hy vong nao khéc ngoai niém hy vong dwoc
phuc ting ngay ca ctt chi ménh 1&énh nhd nha't cia cha. Ligu 6ng chii ¢ sép
stra pha vor sy im lang khong? Li€u 6ng ta c6 ti€t 10 cho Wilson bi€t Ong ta
dang mo mang chuyén gi va ¢6 chd’p nhan de€’ké tuy ting bwdc chan vao

dia hat tw duy day strc hdp dan ctia ong ta khong?



Sau h'6i 1au Sholmés ¢ chang néi chang rang, Wilson danh bao 1én
tiéng: “Moi viéc xem chirng ém 4 nhi. Tuyét nhién khdng c6 mot vu dn nao

xam pham vao nhitng khoanh khic nhan tan cta chiing ta.”

Sholmes ch?:ing dép loi, ma cac vung khéi 6ng ta nha ra con dep hon ca
ldc trwdre, va Wilson nhin dijnh rang ngwdi ban minh dang ra't thich thd véi
cdi tro vt &y, da'u hiéu cho thdy 6ng ta dang khong tram tw mac twedng gi.

Wilson chan ngan dirng 1én, dé€n bén ctra s6.

Con ph6’ vang vé chay qua mat tién dm dam ctia cac ngoi nha bui bam,
ma buoi sang hdm nay tré nén am dam khéc thwong vi mot con mwa to
dang 20 at trit xudng. Mot ¢d xe ngwra chay qua, roi mot ¢d nita. Wilson

ghi s§ xe vao s6. Nho’ dau c6 lic lai can dén!
“O!” Ong ta bat kéu 1én. “Ngudi dwa thw kia.”
Anh chang diy t¢& din nguwoi dwa thw vao.
“Hai birc the bio dam, thra 6ng. Ong 1am on ky nhan.”

Sholmes ky to bién lai, tién ngwoi dan dng ra ctra, vira quay vao vira

m¢ mot trong hai birc thu.
“No6 c6 vé khién anh hai long.” Wilson nhan xét, sau mot chit im lang.

“Birc thw nay chira dwng mdt 1o dé nghi rat thd vi. Anh dang mong

moi mot vu an, thi day. Anh hay doc di.”

Va Wilson doc:

Thwa Ong,

T6i mong mudn c6 dwore sy gitp do cling nhw kinh nghiém cia



ong. T6i 1a nan nhan ctia mot vu trom hét sirc ghé gom, ma viéc
diéu tra cho t&i ldc nay van chwa dem lai k&t qua. Toi givi kém theo
day vai to bdo d&€ 6ng ndm bét thong tin vu viée, va néu 6ng nhan
lovi gidi quyét vu viéc nay, 6ng s€ cd the' tuy ¥ s& dung ngdi nha ctia
toi, dong thoi hay dién mot con s6 ba't ky vao tim séc toi da ky giri
kém theo day d€ Ong trang trai cic phi ton can thiét.
Lam on trd 11 bang dién tin.
Cam on Ong ra't nhiéu.
Ngwoi hau cin khiém nhwong cia 6ng,
Nam twd'c VICTOR d’IMBLEVALLE
S& 18 dwong Murillo, Paris.

“O!” Sholmes bat thdt. “Nghe hay da’y... mot chuyén di ngin ngdn
sang Paris... tai sao khong nhi, Wilson? K€ ttr cudc da‘u 1dy Iirng gitra toi
vGi Arséne Lupin, t6i chwra ¢6 ¢& gi d€ tré lai d6. Toi s& sdn 1ong viéng
tham kinh d6 cta th& gidi trong nhirng hoan canh it va't va hon.”

Sholmes xé tAm séc 1am tw. R'0i, trong khi Wilson — cdnh tay van chua
h'di phuc dwoc nhur trede — budng ra ma'y ciu gay git d phd Paris va
ngwoi dan Paris, Sholmes mé bire thu thi hai. Ngay 1ap tirc, 6ng ta lam
mot ctr chi bye bdi, va 6ng ta doc birc thir ma tran nhan hét ca lai. Cudi

cung, vo vién to gid'y, 6ng ta tirc t&i ném né xudng san.
“O! Sao vay?” Wilson lo ling hdi.

Ong ta nhit tor gid'y 1én, mé né ra doc, ndi kinh ngac mdi ldc mot tdng.

Thwa 6ng kinh mén,

Ong bié&t chdc chén rang tdi von vaAn ngwdng md dng va quan tim



toi ti€ng tam chia 6ng. Cha, xin 6ng ding nghi ngo’ 1o t6i, khi toi
canh bdo v&i 6ng rang dng khong c6 bt cit viéc gi lién quan t&i cdi
vu an ma dng vwra dwore goi sang Paris d€ xi ly. Viéc can dw cua
Ong sé gy nén nhiéu thiét hai, nhirng nd lyc ctia 6ng s& dan dén
hau qua vo cling ddng tiéc, va 6ng s& bit budc phai cong khai thi
nhan tha't bai.

Chan thanh mong mudn trdnh cho 6ng khoéi bi bé mit nhw the’, nhan
danh tinh ban von van gin k&t chiing ta, t6i khah khoan xin 6ng cit
binh yén nghi ngoi bén 10 swdi nha minh.

Cho t6i dwore gikri nhirng lovi chiic t6t dep nha't toi 6ng Wilson, Toa

toi Ong, t nguoi ban tin tuy.

ARSENE LUPIN

“Arséne Lupin!” Wilson sttng s&t nhic lai.

Sholmes gidng ndm d&'m xudng ban, kéu 1én: “O! Hin lam t6i khé chiju
r'oi, cdi thing hé 4y! Hin cudi cot téi nhw the tdi 13 mot dira hoc trd nhai
ranh! Cong khai thd nhan tha't bai! Ching phai toi da bit budc h&n phai nha

vién kim cwong xanh ra do sao?”
“T6i cam doan v&i anh, hin so hdi d&y ma.” Wilson dwa ra y kién.
“V& van! Arséne Lupin cé bao gior s¢ hdi, va birc thw chdm choc nay td
10 diéu aYy.”
“Nhuwng 1am sao hin biét Nam twdc d’Imblevalle viét thw cho anh?”

“Lam sao t6i bi€t dwgc? Anh lic nao cling hdi nhirng cau ngd ngan,

anh ban cuaa t6i.”

“Toi1 cho la... To1do la...”



“Sao? Anh cho Ia t6i c6 khad nang thau thi a? Hay c6 kha nang lam thay
phu thuy?”

“Khong, nhwng t6i ting chirng ki€n anh lam dwg'c mot s6” viéc phi

thwong.”

“Khong ai ¢6 th€’ 1am dwec nhirng viéc phi thwong. Toi khong hon gi
anh. Chaamg qua tdi ngAm nghi, t6i dién dich, t6i k&t luan, vay thoi. Chir toi
dau phai théan thanh. Chi ké ngdc m¢i 1a than thanh.”

Wilson ¢6 cai thai dd ctia mdt con ché hung hiang vira bi qua't may roi,
va quyét dinh khong ty bién minh thanh k& ngdc v&i viée cd ging phdng
dodn 1y do tai sao Sholmes cit gdp gdp, cing thang bude t&i bude lui xung
quanh phong. Nhung khi Sholmés rung chudng goi dy t&, sai sap x&p va
li, thi Wilson cho rang 6ng ta dd nim trong tay thyc t& x4c ddng d€ c6
quyén ngam nghi, dién dich va két ludn ban minh dang stra soan hanh 1y 1én
dwdng. Ciing cdc bude hoat dong trf tué d6 cho phép ong ta khang dinh,

gan nhw v&i sy chinh xéac todan hoc: “Sholmes, anh s€ di Paris.”
“C6 the.”

“Va anh di vi muén ddp tra sy lang ma cta Lupin, chir chang phai vi

mudn gitip do Nam twdc d’Imblevalle.”
“Co the.”
“Sholmes, toi sé di cung anh.”

“O! O! Ban gia.” Sholmes thdt 1én, ngtrng buwde. “Anh khdng s canh

tay phai cia anh ciling s€ chju chung s& phan nhw céanh tay trdi cua anh w?”

“Chuyén gi xay ra cho t6i dwg'c ch? Anh s€ ¢6 d6 ma.”



“N6i that chi 1y, Wilson. Chiing ta s& cho thing cha ngwdi Phdp 14u linh
tha’y mot diéu rang hin d pham phai sai [4m khi ném giing tay vao miit
chiing ta thach dau. Nhanh nao, Wilson, chiing ta phai bat chuyé&n tau dau
tién!”

“Khéng dori doc nhirng to bdo 6ng Nam twde givi cho anh w?”

“Chung c6 ich gi?”

“Vay toi s€ danh dién.”

“Khong, n€u anh lam the’, Arsene Lupin sé€ biet toi1 dang d€n. T61 mudn

tranh diéu &y. L'an nay, Wilson, ching ta phai chi€n ddu mot cach bi mat.”

Budi chiéu hom d6, hai ngwei ban 1én tau & Dover. Chuyén di qua la thd vi.
Trén tau hda ti Calais toi Paris, Sholmes ¢6 ba ti€ng d6ng h'é6 ngd ngon,

trong ldc Wilson canh chirng cira toa.

Sholmes thirc gidc, tinh than sang khodi. Ong ta han hoan tredc y nghi
s€ dwore dd'u tay doi Ian nira vori Arséne Lupin, va 6ng ta xoa xoa hai ban
tay vé dy hai long, ki€u nhr ngwoi ta dang mong ngéng mdot ky nghi dé
chiu.

“Rot cudc!” Wilson bat thdt. “Chung ta lai sﬁp stra vao viéc.”

Va Ong ta cling xoa xoa hai ban tay vé day hai long nhw th¢".



O ga, Sholmes khodc 4o choang, virt vé tau va manh mé bwdc. Wilson

xach va li theo sau.

“Thoi tiét tot ¢y, Wilson... Tréi xanh, ning vang! Paris dang danh

cho chiing ta mdt cudc don ti€p vweong gid.”

“Phai, nhung ngwoi qua ké lai dong dic lam sao!”

“Nhuw thé”hay hon nhiéu chir, Wilson. Ching ta s€ khong bi chi y gi.
Khong ai nhan ra chiing ta trong ddm dong ca.”

“Pay c6 phai 6ng Sholmes khong a?

Ong ta dirng lai, hoi bdi r&i mot chiit. Quy tha ma bét, ai ¢6 th€ goi dich
danh 6ng ta? Mot ngwoi phu nir deng bén canh 6ng ta, mot ¢6 gai tré ma
chi€c vay dai gian dj 6m 18y véc ddng thanh manh, va gwong mat xinh dep
mang vé lo 1dng, budn rau. C6 g4i lip lai cau hdi: “Ong 12 6ng Sholmes?”

Khi 0ng ta vin im 1dng, vira vi sy bdi rd1 vira vi théi than trong, co géi
héi Tan thir ba: “T6i dang c6 vinh dw dwoc néi chuyén véi 6ng Sholmes
phai khong a?”

“C6 c¢an gi?” Ong ta byc boi ddp, coi s viée nay 1a rd't ding ngo.

“Ong phai nghe t6i, thwa 6ng Sholmes, vi chuyén nay 13 chuyén nghiém
trong. Toi bi€t dng dang chuan bi d€n dwong Murillo.”

“Co-noi-cdi-gi?”

“Tbi biét. Toi biét dwong Murillo. .. s& 18. Oi, 6ng khong dworc di. ..
khong, 6ng khong dwoe. Toi cam doan véi Ong rang dng s& phai hoi tigc.
Pwrng nghi t6i ¢6 dinh dang 1¢i ich gi trong chuyén nay. T6i lam viéc nay vi

viéc nay la viéc ding dan... vi lvong tam t6i mach bdo.”



Sholmes c& ging thoét khoi o géi, nhung cb cir khing khing: “Oi! Tbi
van xin éng, dng dirng bd mic 161 khuyén cia toi... Oi! N&u t6i biét cach
nao thuyé&t phuc dwoce 6ng! Hay nhin to6i! Hay nhin vao mét ti! Chiing

chan thanh... ching néi Ién sy that.”

Bao dan nhwng ngay tho, cd gdi nhin Sholmes dim dim, bang cip mét

tuyét dep, dirng dén, trong tréo, dwdng nhu phan 4nh chinh tim h'dn cd.
Wilson gt dau, n6i: “Co day trong thanh that.”
“Vang.” C6 gai khan khoan. “Va 6ng phdi tin twdng...”
“T6i tin twedng & ¢, thwa cd.” Wilson dép.

“Qi, 6ng khién toi sung swdng 1am sao! Vi ban éng ciing tin twédng &
t6i? T6i cAm thay the'"... tdi chic chén th&! That sung sudng qua! Bay gio
thi moi sy s& on thda!... Hanh dong cia t6i m&i ding dén 1am sao chi!...
O! Phai, hai mwoi phiit nita ¢6 chuy&n tau di Calais. Cdc 6ng sé bit chuyén
tau d6... Nhanh 1én, theo t6i... cdc 6ng phai di 161 nay... con vira du thoi
gian.”

Co géi ging strc kéo ho di. Sholmes tém canh tay cd, va bing giong ra
vé nhe nhang hét mirc, néi: “Thwa ¢, xin 16i co, néu toi khong chiéu theo
mong mudn cia cd dwoe, nhweng tdi chwra bao gior tr bd mot nhiém vu da
nhin.”

“Tdi van xin 6ng... Toi cAu khan ong... Oi, gid nhw 6ng hiéu dwoc!”

Sholmes budc gd’p gap ra phia dwong. Wilson néi voi ¢d géi: “Pung
so... Ong &Yy s& c6 mit Iiic chung cudc. Ong A’y chwa bao gio chiu that

bai.”

R'6i Wilson chay du6i theo Sholmes.



Ngay khi vira roi khdi ga, nhitng dong chit den to twdng dap vao mét
ho. C4 ddm dan 6ng con trai dang diéu hanh doc theo phd’, ngwdi no ndi
dudi nguoi kia, cAm nhirng ciy can ning bit sat & dau, gd nhip nhang
xudng via he, va, trén lwng ho, 1a nhirng tdm dp phich 1o, voi ndi dung

sau.

Arséne Lupin didu voi Herlock Sholmes

Cudc chién gitra Herlock Sholmes va Arsene Lupin. M6t d6i tha
ctia nha vo dich Anh qudc. Vién tham tir vi dai td'n cong vu viéc bi
an & dwong Marillo. Hay doc chi tiét trén to Tiéhg vang niwoc
Phap.

Wilson lic d4u, néi: “Nhin kia, Sholmés, chiing ta nghi chiing ta dang
vi hanh! To1 sé chaamg ngac nhién né€u thd’y nhirng ngwoi bao vé nén cong
hoa cho’ doii ching ta dwong Murillo d€ danh cho chiing ta mét cuéc don
ti€p theo nghi thirc v&i banh mi nwdng va regru sdm panh.”

“Wilson, khi anh khoi hai, anh khoi hai mot cach dang kho chiu.”
Sholmes lau bau.

R'6i 6ng ta d&n gan mot trong s6 nhirng ngwoi deo dp phich voi ¥ dinh
rd rang 13 tém 14y anh ta bang ban tay to khde clia minh, bép nat anh ta
cung tdm bang troi danh thanh vat. Rat nhi€éu ngwoi vay xung quanh
nhirng nguoi deo dp phich, doc loi quang cdo va cuoi cot.

Nén con thinh nd, Sholmes hdi ngwoi dan 6ng: “Ngwoi ta thué cdc anh
bao gio?”

“Sang hOom nay.”



“Cdc anh da diéu hanh bao lau roi?”

“Chung mot ti€ng dong h'6.”

“Nhuwng nhirng tA'm bang da dwoc chudh bj sin sang tr trede d6?”

“0, vang, sang hdm nay lic ching to6i d&n dai 1y thi dd c6 hét roi.”

Viy xem ra Arséne Lupin di biét treéc dwge rang Sholmes s& chap
nhén 1o dé nghi. Chwa k€ 1a birc the Lupin viét con cho thd’y anh ta hdo

hirc xu't trin va sin sang so gwom I4n nira v&i d6i tha dang gom cia

minh. Tai sao? Arséne Lupin c6 th€ c6 dong co gi d€ lai gy chién?

Sholmes thodng do di. Lupin it hin phai ra' ty tin ring anh ta s& chién
thing thi m&i sé'm the hién sw xac 140 t&i do Ay, va lidu 6ng ta c6 dang roi

vao mot cdi by khi vira dwore goi gidp do da lao sang?

Tuy nhién, 6ng ta van vay cd xe ngua.

',’

“Nao, Wilson!... Bac danh xe, s& 18 dwong Murillo!” Sholmeés hét, voi
s bot phat nang lwong quen thudc. Cac mach mau cang phong va hai ban
tay nam chiit lai, nhu the chuah bi budc vao mot trin dd'm bdc, dng ta nhdy

Ién xe.

Chay doc dwong Murillo 1a nhirng ngdi nha nguy nga trang 1€, lwng quay

veé phia cong vién Monceau. Mot trong nhirng ngdi nha c6 vé pho treong



nha't 1a ng6i nha s& 18, ma Nam twdc d’Imblevalle s& hiru va dang sinh
song, dwge trang hoang theo cung cdch 10ng 14y xa hoa, phit hop v&i khiéu
tham my va sy giau ¢6 cia chi nha. Phia triedc nha 1a mot céi san, phia sau

nha la mot khu veon ddy cdy c6i, canh 14 dan ca vao canh 14 bén cong vién.

Sau khi bam chu6ng, Sholmes va Wilson dwgc cho vao. Ho di qua sén,
r'oi mot ngwoi hau don ho & ctra, dwa ho vao mot phong khach nho nhin ra
khu vudn phia sau. Ho ng'di xudng, dira mét quan sit xung quanh, nhanh

chong duyét qua ra't nhréu d6 vat quy gia bay day trong phong.

“Ta't ca d€u dwoc chon loc ki cang.” Wilson 1am bam. “Va c6 gu tham
my bac nha't. C6 th€ suy ludn mot cach chac chan rang ngwoi nao ma da cé
thoi gian swu tAm dwore nhirng thir nay r'oi, bay gio’ it nha't cling phai nam
muoi tudi.”

Ctra m¢&, Nam twdc d’Imblevalle budc vao, theo sau la vor 6ng ta. Trai
v&i dién dich ctia Wilson, ¢d hai vor chdng con kh4 tré, ddng dap tao nha,
loi n6i va ¢ chi s6i ndi, hoat bat. Hai vor ch'ong rdi rit bay td sy biét on.

“Céc Ong da dén, that to't qua! Xin 10i 1a 1am phién t&i cdc 6ng nhiéu!
Bay gio thi hiu qua cda vu trom dwong nhw khong tha'm thap gi, vi nho' né

ma ching t61 c6 dwgc ni€ém han hanh nay.”

“Cép vo chdng nguoi Phdp nay quyén ri bi€t bao!” Wilson ty nha,
phéat huy kha ning dién dich ra't d6i binh thwong clia minh.

“Nhung thoi gian 13 tién bac.” Ong Nam tude thé't 1én. “Dic biét 1a
thoi gian cda 6ng, dng Sholmes. Nén toi sé di thealng vao van dé€. Nao, ong

nghi gi vé vu viéc? Ong cho ring minh c6 thé thanh cong cht?”

“PE€ tra 1o dwoe diéu do, toi phai bi€t vu viéc ra sao da.”



“T6i twdng 6ng biét r'6i.”
“Chuwa. Nén toi phai dé nghi 6ng thuat lai day da cac chi tiét, ke ca cac

chi ti€t nhd nhdt nha't. Dau tién, ban cha't cia vu viéc 1a gi?”
“Mot vu trom.”
“No6 xay ra khi nao?”

“Th& Bay tuan trede.” Ong Nam twde dap. “Hay, it nha't, ciing trong

khoang thoi gian gitta dém thir Bay va sang Chua nhat.”

“Vay la cach day sdu ngay. Nao, 6ng c6 thé thuat lai cho t6i nghe toan
bd vu viéc.”

“PAu tién, thwa 6ng, tdi phai néi v&i dng ring vor chdng t6i, theo cung
cdch ma dia vi ctia ching t6i doi héi, ra't hi€m khi di ra ngoai. Cudc sdng
cua ching tdi dai loai xoay quanh chuyén day dd con cdi, vai dip tiép
khach, bdo dwong va trang hoang nha ctra. Gan nhw ta't ca cac buoi tdi
chiing tdi déu & trong ciin phong xinh x4n nay. Vo toi stt dung né nhw khué
phong ctia ¢6 &Yy, va chiing toi tap trung bay bié€n ¢ dady mot s d6 nghé
thuét. Budi t&1 thee Bdy tuan tredrc, chieng mwoi mot gior, cling gidng moi
ngay, toi tit dién va vor chdng toi di vé phong minh.”

“Phong 6ng ba & dau?”

“Bén canh phong nay. Cai ctra kia la ctra phong chiing t6i. Sang hom
sau, ttrc 12 sang Chu nhat, t06i diy kha som. Vi Suzanne, v tOi, van con
ngu, toi ron rén sang khué phong nay mot cach khé khang nha't c6 th€ d€’ co
&y khong bi thirc gid'c. Té6i mdi kinh ngac 1am sao thd’y ctra s6 mé, ma budi
1

t01 hom tredre chiing t6i da dong lai roi

“Ngudi hau...”



“Vao budi sang, ching tdi chwa rung chudng goi thi chwa ai vao day.
Hon nira, t6i vOn van ludn ludn phong xa, ch6t cdi cira thir hai thong sang
phong cho'. Do d6, cira s& &t dd dwgre mé tir bén ngoai. VA lai, toi ¢6 biang
chitng cho viéc &y: O kinh th& hai bén tay phai, sit v&i chdt cira, bi cit

mat.”
“Crra sO mo ra dau?”

“Ong c6 the' ty tha’y day a, né mé ra mdt ban codng nho, lan can da. Day,
ching ta dang & fang hai, va 6ng c6 th€ thd’y khu veeon phia sau ngbi nha,
hang rao sat ngian cach ng6i nha v&i cong vién. Hoan toan chac chan 1a tén
trdm da tir cong vién bac thang leo qua hang rao, r'oi tréo vao hang hién bén
dwoi ctra s0.”

“Ong bao diéu d6 hoan toan chic chin?”

“O, trén nén da't mém & ca hai phia ctia hang rao, nguoi ta phat hién
dwore hai cdi 16 do hai chan thang tao nén, ciing c6 the tha’y hai cdi 16 twong
tw bén dudi cira s6. Va lan can ban c6ng xud't hién hai v&t xwde, dit khoat

la do chi€c thang dwa vao.”
“Ban dém cong vién Monceau cé dong ctra khong?”

“Khong, nhung n€u né c¢6 dong ctra thi mot ngdi nha la ngo6i nha sd 14
cling dang xay va nguoi ta c6 the' lot vao qua do.”

Herlock Sholmes ngdm nghi vai phiit, roi d@é nghi: “Chiing ta hay néi
vé vu trom. N6 4t phai xay ra trong phong nay.”

“Pung, & day, gitra birc tegng Dirc Me dong trinh thé ky XII va chiéc
hom thanh lam bﬁng bac cham tr¢ kia, von van dit mot cdy den Do Théi

nho. N6 da bi€n mat.”



“Chi ¢6 th€ tho6i?”

“Chi ¢6 the&”

“O!... Va ciy den Do Thdi 1a cay den gi?”

“MOdt trong s& cac cdy den 1am bang ddng dd ma ngwdi Do Thdi ¢d xwa
da dung, gom mot cai chan do 18’y mdt cdi bat dung dau, trong céi bat co
mot s& bac.”

“Nhin chung, d6 la mdt vat khong ma'y gia tri.”

“DProng nhién, nd chaamg quy gi4 1im. Nhung cAy dén nay lai c6 mot
chd ci't gidu bi mat ma ching tdi hay gidu mot mén @6 kim hoan ra't dep,
mot con qudi vat trong than thoai Hy Lap bang vang, gin ngoc dd va ngoc
luc béo, hét strc ¢6 gia tri.”

“Tai sao Ong ba cat gidu & d6?”

“O! Thua 6ng, tdi khong thé néu 1én 1y do gi, chglng quandlacaiy

thich ky qudc, cdi y thich st dung mot chd ci't gidu ki€u ay.”
“Truwde day co6 ai biét viéc nay khéng?”
“Khong.”

“Khong ai biét, ngoai tén trdom.” Sholmes néi. “Né&u khong, hin da
khong phai t6n cong ton strc 18y cay den.”

“Pwong nhién. Nhung bing cach ndo ma hin biét dwoc, vi ciing ngiu
nhién ching t6i md&i biét tdi cdi co’ ché& bi mat cua ciy den.”

“MOot sy ngau nhién trong tw da hé 10 cho mot ngwoi khédc. .. mot
ngwoi hau... hay mot ngeoi quen. Nhwng ching ta hay ti€p tuc nao. Toi d6

la canh sat bi€t v€ vu viéc nay roi?”



“Phai. Ong thAm phdn diéu tra da diéu tra xong. C4c phéng vién kiém
tham t& c6 quan hé mat thi€t vai cac to bdo hang déu ciing da diéu tra.
Nhwng nhw t6i vi€t trong thw giri cho Ong, tdi thd'y xem ra bi an nay s€

khong bao gior sang td dworc.”

Sholmes dirng 1€n, d€n bén ctra s, ki€m tra khung ctra, ban cong, hang
hién, nghién ctru cac vét xwdc trén day lan can dd véi chié€c kinh lip, r'oi

dé nghj 6ng d’Imblevalle dan ra xem xét khu vwron.

o ngoai veon, Sholmes ng'di xudng chiéc ghé dya 1am bang may, mo
mang nhin ddm dim 1én mai ngdi nha. Sau d6, 6ng ta t&i chd hai cdi hop gd
nho tp bén trén hai céi 16 do chan thang tao thanh trén nén dit, hai cdi hop
nhim muc dich gii cho hai c4i 16 nguyén trang. Ong ta nhic hai cdi hop ra,
quy g&i xem xét ki lwdng hai cdi 16 va do kich thude. Ong ta xem xét hai
céi 16 gan hang rao theo céch twong ty. R'0i 6ng ta cing dng Nam twdc tré
vao khué phong, noi phu nhan d’Imblevalle dang doii. Im 1dng mot chit,
Sholmes néi: “Nam twdc, khi dng mdi bat dau cau chuyén, tdi dd ngac
nhién trwdc cdi cach hanh dong ra't don gian cta tén trom. Dwng mot chiéc
thang, cit mdt 6 kinh ctta s&, chon mot &' vat cé gid tri, roi roi di. Khong,
d6 khong phai cai cach nhirng viéc dai loai nhw vay dwoc thye hién. Ta't ca

qua don gian, qua ro rang.”
“Cha, 6ng nghi thé¢' nao?”

“T6i nghi cAy dén Do Thdi da bj ddnh cip dwdi ban tay dao dién cta

Arsene Lupin.”
“Arséne Lupin!” Ong Nam twdc thét 1én.

“Phai, nhwng hén khong ty thwe hién, vi khdng c6 ai lot vao tir bén

ngoai. C6 1€ mdt ngwoi hau da twe tAng bén trén tut xudng theo cdi 6ng



mang ma toi trong thd’y ldc ra veeon.”

“Dréu gi khi€n 6ng nghi thé?”

“Arsene Lupin thi s€ khong roi khdi can phong nay tay khong.”

“Tay khong! Hén d3 dem theo cAy d&n ma.”

“Nhung nhu thé” dau ngin can dwoc hin 18y chiéc hdp dung thudc 14
hit kia, c6 gén kim cwong, hay chudi vong deo c¢& ngoc mit méo. Hin c6 bd
lai thit gi thi cling chi vi hin khong khiéng di dwoc thoi.”

“Thé& dau vét cua chiéc thang & ngoai kia?”

“La da'u vét gia. Pon gian chi d€ danh lac hwdng nghi ngo.”

“Con nhirng vé&t xuwdc trén lan can?”

“Trd hé! Chiing dworc tao ra biang gidy rap. Ong trong ddy, ddy 1 nhirng
mau gid’y rap tdi da nhat ngoai vwon.”

“Dau chan thang thi sao?”

“Gia vor thoi! Hay ki€m tra hai céi 16 hinh chit nhat bén dwdi cira sO va
hai cdi 10 gan hang rao. Chung trong twong tw nhau, nhwng toi phat hién ra
ring khoang cich gitra hai c4i 16 g4n ngdi nha ngin hon khoang cich gitra
hai cdi 10 gan hang rao. Thyc t& 4y néu 1én gia thuyét thé' nao? Theo t6i, nd
néu lén gia thuyét 1a bdn cdi 16 kia dwoc tao thanh bang mot miéng gd ma
nguwoi ta da chuan bj tw trwede.”

“Néu phat hién ra chinh mié€ng g6 thi chirng ctr sé xdc dang hon.”

“N6 day.” Sholmes tuyén b “T6i tim tha'y né trong veon, dudi tan

mot cay nguyét que”



Ong Nam tudre cii ddu thira nhan sw tai ba clia Sholmes. M&i c6 bon
muoi phidt k€ tw 1dc vién tham t& ngwoi Anh bwdre chan vao ng6i nha, éng
ta da dép tan ta't ca cac gia thuyét trede do, cac gia thuyét dwoc dua trén
nhirng thye t& xem ra hi€n nhién va khéng th€ pht nhan. Nhieng gi gior day
xem ra la nhirng sy viéc c6 that dwore duya trén co’ sé chic chén hon, tic 13,

dua trén co’ s& 14p luan sic sdo ctia mot Herlock Sholmes.

“Viéc 6ng dwa ra loi budc tdi d61 voi mét trong nhirng ngwoi thudc gia
dinh ching t6i 1a viéc rd't nghiém trong.” Nam twdc phu nhan néi. “Nhirng
nguwoi hdu da & cung chiing t6i 1au r'éi va chaamg nguwoi nao lai phan boi sy
tin tedng cuia chuing t6i.”

“Néu khong ai phan bdi 6ng ba, thi dng ba cd th€ giai thich ra sao viéc
toi nhan dwoc birc thir nay cling ngay va cuing chuyén chuyén phat voi biec

thw Ong ba gtri cho t6i?”

Sholmes trao birc thr do Arséne Lupin giti cho Nam twde phu nhan. Ba
Nam twde sttng sdt th't 1én: “Arséne Lupin! Bing cach nao ma hin biét

dwoc?”

“Ong c6 néi véi ai viee viét thu cho toi khéng?”

“Khong.” Ong Nam twéc ddp. “Chiing toi ndy ra y dinh niy vio budi
t01 hom trwedre, ldc dang an.”

“Trwd’c mat nhirng ngwoi hau?”

“Khong, chi c¢6 hai dira tré nha chiing tdi thoi. O! Khéng. .. Sophie va
Henriette ldc 4y da roi khéi ban r'oi, phai khdng, Suzanne?”

Phu nhén d’Imblevalle, sau khi nghi nggri mot chut, dap: “Vang, hai dira

ldc Ay da di dén chd c6 roi.”



“Co6 a?” Sholmes hoi.

“C0 gia su, c6 Alice Demun.”

“Co ta c6 an cung O0ng ba khong?”

“Khong, c6 2y duvoc phuc vu dn trong phong minh.”

Wilson ¢6 mét y twdng. Ong ta néi: “Birc thw viét cho Herlock Sholmés

ban t6i da dwgrc dem di gwi?”
“Dwong nhién.”
“Vay ai dem di gwi?”

“Dominique, ngwoi hdu phong cho t6i da hai muroi ndm nay.” Ong Nam

twdrc dap. “Moi tim ki€m theo huwdng d6 chi lang phi thoi gian thoi.”
“Khong bao gior 1a 1ang phi thoi gian khi ti€n hanh mét cude tim ki€m.”
Wilson néi voi vé day do.
Budc diéu tra so’ bd dén day két thic, va Sholmes xin phép riit lui.

Mot ti€ng dong h'6 sau, vao bwra an td1i, Ong ta gdp Sophie va Henriette,
hai dtra tré cta cdi gia dinh nay, mdt sdu tudoi, mdt tim tudi. Bén ban, moi
ngwoi hau nhwe khong chuyén tro gi. Sholmes dap lai 1o 1€ than thién cia
hai vi chad nha bﬁng nhtrng cau cut Iin, khi€n ho nhanh chéng im ldng. Khi
ca phé dwoc don ra, Sholmes udng we hét tich ctia minh, dirng day va roi
khoi ban.

Ping ldc 4y, ngudi hau dem mot bire dién vao cho Sholmes. Ong ta

mo doc:

T6i hoan toan kham phuc 6ng. K&t qua ma 6ng dat dwgc trong



khodng thoi gian ngén nglii nhw thé that tuyét vori. Toi ma't hét ca

tinh than daYy.

Sholmes 1am mdt ctt chi thé hién sy cim phan, dwa 10 nhin cho dng
Nam twée, néi: “Thwa 6ng, bay gior thi 6ng nghi gi? Twong nha dng c6 tai

c6 mét hay sao?”
“T6i khong higu n6i.” Ong Nam twée kinh ngac ddp.

“T6i cling khong hiéu ndi. Nhung t6i hiéu 12 Lupin ndm bét dworc moi
viéc x4y ra trong ngdi nha nay. Hin nim bat dwoc moi 1o néi, moi hanh
dong. Chic chén th¢. Nhung bang cdch ndo ma hin c6 thong tin? D6 1a bi
an dau tién toi phai lam sang td, va khi toi bi€t dwgrc diéu nay toi sé biét

dwoee tat ca nhirng diéu khac.”

Pém hém &y, Wilson vé phong minh v&i lwong tAm trong sach ctia mot
ngudi di 1am tron bon phan va do d6 chic chin cé quyén ung dung ngt
nghi. Th& 1a 6ng ta hét sirc nhanh chéng thié€p di, va chgng ma’y chdc da lac
vao nhirng gid’c mo’ thu vi nhat, thd'y minh don thwvong doc ma truy dudi,
bt gitt dwoc Lupin, va cdm gidc hoi hdp, séng ddong d&én ndi 6ng ta thirc
gid’c. Mot ngudi dang dirng bén canh giwdng 6ng ta. Ong ta vér 14y khau

sing luc, la to: “Pung dong ddy, Lupin, khong tdi s& bin.”

“Quy tha ma bit! Anh c6 y gi th&’, Wilson?”



“O! Té€ ra anh, Sholmes. Anh mu6n toi lam gi w?”
“T61 mudn cho anh xem cai nay. Dy di.”

Sholmés dan Wilson d&n bén ctra s, néi: “Nhin kia!... Phia bén kia

hang rao...”
“Trong cOng vién 2y a?”
“Phai. Anh trong thay gi?”
“T6i khong trong thay gi cad.”
“C0, anh c6 trong tha’y cai gi chi.”
“O! Prong nhién, mot béng den. .. hai béng den.”

“Phai, gan hang rao. Thay chwa, chiing dang di chuyén. Nao, nhanh

!,’

1én
Ho v6i va xu6ng ciu thang, vao mot cin phong cd ctira md ra vwon.
Qua khung kinh, ho trong thd’y hai bong den dang & cting chd v&i nhau.

“Hét strc ky la.” Sholmes néi. “Nhung c6 vé 1a toi nghe thdy ti€ng dong

bén trong nha.”
“Bén trong nha? Khong th€. Moi ngwoi déu dang ngu ca.”
“Q, nghe nay.”

Luc 2%, c6 tieng huyt sdo khe khé ca't Ién bén kia hang rao, va ho quan

sat thd'y c¢6 4nh sdng 16 m& dwdng nhir hét ra tir ngdi nha nay.

“Hén Oong Nam twde da bat den phong 6ng ta. Phong 0ng ta & ngay bén

trén phong ching ta dang ding.”

“Vay hin d6 12 ti€ng dong anh nghe tha’y.” Wilson néi. “C6 the ho ciing



dang quan sét chd hang rao.”
Ti€ng huyt sdo cdt 1én Tan thi hai, khé hon Tan trwdec.
“T6i khong hi€u. Toi khong hi€u.” Sholmes néi mot cach cau kinh.
“T6i cting khdng hi€u noi nira.” Wilson thu thye.

Sholmes xoay chia khéa, rit chot, khé khang mé ctra. Ti€ng huyt sdo
cé't 1én Tan thi ba, to hon Ian trwde, va ¢6 luyén ldy. Ti€ng dong bén trén
dau ho nghe 10 rét hon. Sholmes néi: “Cé vé & ban cdng bén ngoai ctra SO
khué phong.”

Ong ta tho d4u ra qua khung ctra mé dé chirng, nhung ngay 1ap tirc rut
lai, nén cau chtri thé. R'6i Wilson nhin ra. Mot chié€c thang dang dung ngay
sat ho, dau thang dwa vao ban cong.

“Quy tha ma bét!” Sholmés néi. “K& nio d6 dang trong khué phong.
Gay nén ti€ng dong ching ta nghe dworc ldc ndy. Nhanh 1€n, ching ta hay
nha’c chi€c thang ra nao.”

Nhung, ding lic &y, mot ga dan 6ng tut xudng, chay vé phia ké tong
pham dang cho’ & bén kia hang rao. Ga vac chié€c thang theo. Sholmes va
Wilson duoi kip ga dan 6ng ding ldc ga dwa chié€c thang vao hang rao. Tw

bén kia hang rao, hai phat sting nhim bin ho.
“C6 bi theong khong?” Sholmes kéu 1€n.
“Khong.” Wilson dép.

Wilson tém 18y ngwoi ga dan 6ng, c6” gitr ga, nhung ga quay lai, xia con

dao vao ngwe Wilson. Ong ta budt mot ti€ng rén, 130 déo ngd xudng.

“Me ki€p!” Sholmes 1am bam. “Né&u bon chiing da gi€t ban ta, ta sé gi€t



bon chiing.”

Ong ta d4t Wilson nam 1én trén cd, lao vé phia chi€c thang. Qud muon,
ga dan 6ng da leo qua hang rao va cung ké tong pham bi€n ma't gitra nhirng

bui cdy um tum.

“Wilson, Wilson, nay, tinh hinh khong nghiém trong dau! Chi la mot vét

xwoce.”

Ctra ngdi nha maé ra, 6ng d’Imblevalle xua't hién, theo sau 1a nhirng

ngwoi hiu, né€n cam trong tay.
“Sao th&?” Ong Nam twéc hoi. “Ong Wilson bj thwong w?”

“O! Khong c6 gi, chi 1a mot vét xwde.” Sholmes 1dp lai, c& ging ty Itra

minh.

Madu dang tudn ao at, va by mat Wilson xam ngoét. Hai mwoi phut sau,

béc si xac dinh miii dao dAm vao cach tim khoang chwng ba phan.

“Céch tim khodng chirng ba phan! Wilson van 1uon luén may mén!”

Sholmes néi, giong ghen ti.

< < A s ~ 1A A N
“May mdn... may mdn...” Ong bac si lam bam. “Dwong nhién! Sao,
voi the cha't trang kién ctia minh, 6ng &'y s€ sdm h'di phuc. Sdu tuédn nam

dwong theong va hai thang 18y lai stec khoe.”
“Chi the tho6i?”
“Chi thé thoi, trir phi ¢6 bi€n chirng.”
“Oi! Quy tha ma bit! Anh ta mudn c6 bién ching lam gi?”

Sau khi da hoan toan yén long, Sholmes vao gap éng Nam twdc trong

khué phong. Lan nay, vi khach bi an chealng con de dat nhw Tan tredc. Mot



cach khong thwong x6t, ban tay xd'u xa da dong dé€n chi€c hdp dung thudc
14 hit c6 gin kim cwong, chudi vong deo ¢& ngoc mit meéo, va, néi chung, 13
dong dén tat ca nhirng thir c6 the€’ bd vao céc cdi tii tham lam ctia mot ké

dao twong khoét ngach téo ton.

Ctra s& van mé, mdt 6 kinh bj cit gon ghé&, va, vio budi sdng, k&t qua
diéu tra so’ by cho tha’y chi€c thang 1a cia ng6i nha dang xay.

“Bay gio thi dng c6 the thay da’y.” Ong d’Imblevalle néi v&i chit mia
mai. “Vu Ian nay 13p lai chinh x4c vu cay den Do Thai.”

“Phai, n€u ching ta chdp nhan gia thuy€t dau tié€n ctia canh sat.”

“Ong chwa chdp nhan né? Chéng phai vu trdm thr hai nay da dap tan

gia thuy€t cua 6ng vé vu trom thi nha't hay sao?”
“N6 chi ciing ¢6 cho gia thuy€t cda toi thoi, thwa 6ng.”

“Nhu vay that la lung! Ong da ¢ chieng ¢t o rang la vu trdm dém hom
qua do mdt ké & bén ngoai thyc hién, tuy nhién dng van bam 18y cdi gia
thuy&t cho ring ciy d&én Do Th4i bi mot k& & trong nha d4nh cép.”

“Phai, tdi chic chin vé diéu nay.”

“Ong gidi thich nhw thé nao?”

“T6i chang gidi thich gi ca, thwa 6ng. T6i da xdc minh dwore hai sy viéc
dwong nhur khong lién quan t&i nhau, nhung toi dang tim ki&m cdi méat xich
con thi€u de€’ ket ndi hai sy viéc nay lai.”

Sholmes c6 vé qua quyét va chic chin t&i mic 6ng Nam tudc quy phuc
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va néi: “Thoi duorc, chiing ta s€ bao cho canh sat biét.

“Tuyét d6i khong!” Vién tham tir ngwoi Anh voi va kéu 1€n. “Tuyét d6'i



khong! T6i dy dinh yéu cau ho gitip do khi t6i can, nhwng khi téi chwra can
thi khong.”
“The¢” viéc ban 6ng bi tdn cong?”

“Viéc d6 khong giy hau qua gi. Ong 4y chi bi thwong. Hiy dam bao
bac si ¢6 gid'y phép hanh ngh@é. T6i s€ chiu trach nhiém phap 1y d6i voi vu

viéc.”

Hai ngay ti€p theo hda ra ch:fmg cO su kién gi. Tuy nhién, Sholmes dang
ti€n hanh di€u tra mot cach hét strc ki lwong, va vai y thirc vé niém kiéu
hanh bj t6n thwong do vu trdm dién ra ngay trirdc mili 6ng ta, bt chap sur
hién dién cda 6ng ta, ma ong ta chfmg th& ngiin chin dwoc. Ong ta nghién
ctru ti mi ngdi nha va khu veon, tham van nhitng ngwoi hiu, vao bép va
vao chudong ngwa ra't 1au. Mic di nd lyc cla Ong ta chwra dem dén két qua
g1, Ong ta khong thd’y tha't vong.

“Minh s€ thanh c6ng.” Sholmes nghi. “Va loi gidi phai dworc tim ki€m
gitra cac birc trong ciia ngdi nha nay. Vu viéc nay hoan toan khac v&i vu
viéc lién quan t&i Ti€u the Toc vang, khi d6 minh phai hanh ddng trong
bong t01, trén tran dia chwa xac dinh dugc. Lan nay, minh dang c6 mét trén
chinh chién trudng. K& dich ching phai 1a Lupin v6 hinh, khé nfm bét, ma
1a tén tong pham bing xwong bang thit, sinh sdng va di lai gitra cdc birc

twong cda ngdi nha nay. Hay d€ minh phat hién ra mdt dau mdi mong manh



nha't, cudc choi luc &y dit khodt thudc vé minh!”
Céi dau mdi 4y nglu nhién lot vao tay Sholmes.

Budi chiéu ngay thit ba, khi 6ng ta vao cin phong nim bén trén khué
phong, dwoc dung lam phong hoc cho hai dira tré, 6ng ta gap Henriette, co

em gdi. C6 bé dang tim ki€m chi€c kéo ctia minh.

“Ong biét da’y.” Henriette bdo Sholmes. “Chéau lam nhitng to gid'y
gidng to’ gid'y 6ng nhan dwoc budi t6i hom trwede.”

“Buodi t6i hom truedc a?”

“Vang, khi btra t6i vira xong, 6ng nhian dwgc mdt to’ gid'y cé dong
dau... dng biét ddy, mot birc dién... O, chdu ciing lam nhitng to gidy
giong nhw the"”

Co bé roi khoéi can phong. V&i ba't ky ngwoi nao khac, nhirng 1o nay
xem ra chi l1a 1oi nhén xét fam thwong ctia mot dira tré, va ban than
Sholmes ciing lﬁng nghe v&i diéu bd lor dénh, ti€p tuc chid ¥ vao viéc diéu
tra cia minh. Nhung, ba't chot, 6ng ta chay theo ¢6 bé, duoi kip cd bé & dau

c¢u thang. Ong ta hdi: “Viy cd ddn tem va déng da'u 1én cdc to gidy?”
Henriette ra't ty hao ddp: “Vang, chdu cét va d4n chiing.”
“Ai bay cho c6 cai tro nho d6?”

“C0... c0 gia sw ciia chdu... Chdu thdy c6 2y hay lam th&". C6 &y cat
cac chtr tr bdo ra, r'oi dan ching...”
“C Ay lam thanh c4i gi?”

“Cac birc dién va cdc birc the ma c6 8y dem di gii.”

Herlock Sholmes quay lai phong hoc, hét sirc b6 roi tredre thong tin



vtra r'0i, tim cach rit ra tw thong tin nay mot suy luén logic. C6 mét ch'ong
béo & trén bé 10 swdi. Ong ta mé ra, tha’y nhiéu tir va, thi thodng, cd mot
dong bi cit mat. Nhung, sau khi doc vai tir ding trede va ditng sau chd bi
cit, ong ta k&t luan rang chic mot dira tré da cit mot cach bira bii thoi. C6
th& mot trong s& cdc to bio da bi ¢d gia sw cit, nhing 1am sao 6ng ta qua

quy€t duoc?

Sholmes may méce 1at nhirng cudn séch gido khoa trén ban, r'oi 1at
nhitng cudn sach khac trén gia. Bong nhién, ong ta kéu Ién sung swdng.
Trong géc chia ti sach, dwdi mot ch'ong sach bai tip ci, Ong ta thad'y mdt
cudn sach day bang chwr céi cho tré em, trong d6, cac chir cai dwo'c minh
hoa bang c4c hinh v&, va dng ta phét hién ra c6 mot tir & mot trang da bj cét
ma't. Ong ta xem xét. D6 12 danh sdch cdc ngdy trong tuan. Thi Hai, thie
Ba, thit Tw... Tw thir Bdy bi thi€u. Ma vu trém ciy dén Do Thdi lai xay ra
dém hom thir Bay.

Sholmes tha’y tim minh dap gdp gdp mot thoang, d6 ludn ludn 1a 1o
tuyén bd hiing h'dn nha't ring 6ng ta d3 kham ph4 ra con dwong din dén
chién thing. C4i tia sdng sy that d6, cdi cdm gidc chic chin d6, chwa bao
gio ltra Ong ta.

Nhurng ngén tay bon ch'on ctia 6ng ta ha’p ta’p 1at cac trang con lai cla
cudn sach. Rat nhanh chéng, 6ng ta c6 mot kham pha nwra. P6 1a mot trang
in nhirng chwr cdi vi€t hoa, ti€p theo 1a mdt day chwr s&". Chin chtr céi va ba
chir s6” da dworc cit ra mot cich can than. Sholmes chép cic chit cdi cling

v&i cac chir s6” bj ma't vao s0, theo trat ty bang chir cdi va sd toe bé dén 1on:

CDEHNOPZ-237



“Cha! Thoat tréng, né 1a mét cu dd khd héc bia.” Ong ta 14m bam.
“Nhung, bang cich ddi chd va st dung ti't ca cdc chir cdi d6, c6 thé tao ra

mot, hai hay ba tir hoan chinh.”
Sholmes c& ging, nhung khong in thua gi.

Chi duy nha't mot 1o gidi ¢6 vé kha thi. N6 lién tuc hién ra tredrc mét
Ong ta, ba't k€' 1a 6ng ta thay doi vi tri cac chir cdi cach nao chang ntra, cho
t&i ldc, 1ot cudc, 6ng ta hai long nghi né dich thuce 14 10 gidi ding dén, vi

n6 hoa hop voi logic cda cac s kién va hoan canh tong thé€ cta vu an.

Vi trong d6 cua cudn sach khong cé chir cdi nao dwoee in hai [an, nén
chic rang, thyc t& 12 hoan toan chic chén rdng, nhitng ttr Sholmes c6 the
tao ra v&i cac chir cdi 4y s€ khong tron ven, va nhirng tir trede day dwoc
tao ra phai st dung d&n céc chir cdi cit & cdc trang khdc nira. Trong tinh thé’

do, Ong ta di tdi 1o gidi sau ddy, chap nhan c6 chd khuyét thiéu:

REPOND Z - CH - 237

Tw déu tién kha 16 rang: répondez (hay tra 1o), mét chir E bi thi€u vi
no xud't hién hai In trong ttr ndy, ma cudn sach lai chi in mdi chi cdi mot
Tan thoi.

P&i v&i tir chura tron ven thit hai, k&t hop ciing con s& 237, chic chéin
n6 lam thanh dia chi nhén céu tra loi. Thoi gian an dinh 1a th Bay, va ciu

tra loi dwore yéu cau gui t&i dia chi CH. 237.

Hay, c6 1€, CH. 237 1a dia chi phong thw lwu bru dién nao do, hay, lai

Tan ntra, nhirng chir cdi va chir s& kia lam thanh mot twe chwa tron ven.



Sholmes sodt lai cudn sach, nhung khong phét hién thém chtr cdi nao khac
bi cit mat. Vay thi, trede khi ¢6 dir kién méi, ong ta quyét dinh bam 14y

hwdong suy nghi néu trén.
Henriette tré vao phong, quan sat viéc Sholmes dang lam.
“Ciing vui, phai khong a?”

“U, ra't vui.” Sholmes dap. “Nhwng, cd ¢ céc sach bdo khac khong?...

Hay néi ding hon 14 nhitng ttr da dwore cit ra roi d€ cho toi dan Ay?”

“Séach bao a?... Khong... Ma c06 cling khong thich dau.”

“Co?”

“Vang, cd gia sw da qué trach chau roéi.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai chdu d4 n6i v&i dng mot s& didu... va cd gia sw bao rang ngudi ta
khong bao gio’ nén ti€t 10 ra nhirng viéc lam ma nguwoi ta yéu thich.”

“C0 hoan toan dung.”

Henriette thich thu truedec s tan thanh cia Sholmes, thwe t&'1a thich thd
t&i mirc cd bé luc chiéc tui lua xinh xan dwore cai vao vay, 18y ra ma’y mau
vai, ba cdi khuy, hai vién dwong, va, cudi cing, mdt manh gid'y ma c6 bé

dwa cho Sholmes.
“Tha’y chwa, dii sao chdu van dwa cho dng nhé.”
D6 1a bién s& mot chi€c xe ngua, 8279.
“S& nay te dau ra?”

“N6 roi ra twe vi ctia cd gia sw.”



“Bao gio?”

“Hom Chu nhat a, & 1€ Misa, khi cd &y 147y tién xu ra d€ quyén gép.”

“Chinh xac! Va bay gio thi toi s€ bay cho ¢6 cach tranh bi qué trach Tan

ntra nhé. C6 dwng néi voi cd gia sw 1a co trong tha'y toi.”
R6i Sholmes di gap 6ng d’Imblevalle, dat vin dé nghi ngo co gia sw.

Ong Nam twéc phin nd dap: “Alice Demun! Lam sao éng c6 thé twdng

',’

teong ra mot viéc nhw thé”? Viéc dé hoan toan khong the’
“C0 ta da lam viéc cho 6ng ba bao 1au roi?”
“M¢&i mot nam, nhung t6i tin twdng ¢6 &y hon ta't cd moi ngwoi khac

trong nha nay.”

“Tai sao t6i chwa gdp c6 ta nhi?”

“Co Ay di vang vai ngay.”

“Nhung bay gio thi cd ta dang ¢6 mat tai day.”

“Phai, c6 ay tré vEé 1a & bén giwong sdn sdc ngwoi ban cua 6ng ludn.
Co &7y c6 day dua cac pham chat cia mot nir y ta... nhe nhang... an can...

Ong Wilson xem ra rat hai long.”

“O!” Sholmes that 1én. Ban than 6ng ta dd hoan toan bd bé ban minh.
Nghi ngori mot chiit, 6ng ta hdi: “Co ta cé di dau vao sang Chu nhit
khong?”

“Ngay ti€p theo vu trom &y a?”
“Phai.”

Ong Nam twdc goi vor t&i hdi. Vo 6ng ta néi: “Co gia sw ¢6 dwa bon tré



di dy 18 Misa ldc mwoi mot gior, nhw thwong 18.”
“Thé& trede d6?”

“Trudc d6 a? Khong... D€ t6i xem nao... Vu trdm da lam t6i qua bdi
r&i... Nhuwng bay gio thi tdi nhé ra roéi, budi t6i hdm truede, cd Ay xin phép
sang Chu nhét di ra ngoai... di thaim mot ngwoi anh ho ghé qua Paris, toi
cho 12 vay. Nhung chic chin 6ng khong nghi ngo ¢d &y day chiz?”

“Pwong nhi€n roi... c6 di€u td1 mudn gap co ta.”

Sholmes sang phong Wilson. Mt ¢6 gdi mac chi€c vdy vai mau xam
gi6ng nhu trong bénh vién, dang cii xuéng ngwoi bi thwong, cho 6ng ta
udng nwde. Khi ¢d ta quay miit ra, Sholmes nhén ra c¢d gdi tré da bit chuyén
voi Ong ta & nha ga.

Alice Demun mim cu¢i duyén dang. Ciip mét to, tho ngdy, nghiém nghi
cua co ta ché)ing boc 16 chit boi r6i nao. Vién tham ti ngwoi Anh thir tro
chuyén, 1am bam vai tw, r'6i im. Co ta ti€p tuc cong viéc ciia minh, hanh
dong mdt cach hoan toan ty nhién trwedrc céi nhin chidm chim kinh ngac cua
Sholmes, x€ dich céc chai lg, thao bang cii, thay bang mdi, va lai nhin

Sholmeés v&i nu cwoi duyén dang hoan toan ngdy tho vo toi.

Ong ta quay gét, xudng cau thang, tréng thay chiéc xe hoi ctia dng
d’Imblevalle dd & trong san, Iién nhdy vao, yéu ciu ngwoi tai x& dwa di
Levallois, t&i van phong hang xe ngga ma dja chi in trén manh gid'y Ong ta
da nhan tw tay Henriette. Ngwoi danh chiéc xe ngwa bi€n s6° 8279 sang Chu
nhat dang khong c¢6 mat, Sholmes gii tan chi€c xe hoi, cho’ ngwoi danh xe
quay lai. Anh ta bio Sholmes rang anh ta ¢ d6n mot phu ni & khu viee g4n
cong vién Monceau, mot phu ntr tré van @6 den, deo mang day, va dwong

nhw kha bon chon.



“C0 ta c6 mang theo cai goi nao khong?”
“C6, mot cai gbi kha la dai.”
“Anh dwa c0 ta toi dau?”

“Pai 10 Ternes, goc quang treong Saint-Ferdinand. C6 ta & d6 chirng

muoi phut, roi quay lai cdng vién Monceau.”
“Anh c6 the' nhan ra ng6i nha ¢ dai 16 Ternes khong?”
“DPwong nhién! Toi dwa 6ng d€n da’y nhé?”
“Pi ludn. Trede hét, hay dwa toi toi s6° 36 phd Orfevres.

Tai viin phong canh sdt, Sholmes gip thim t& Ganimard. “Ong

Ganimard, 6ng cé thoai mai thoi gian khong?”
“Né&u chuyén lién quan t&i Lupin thi cau tra 1o 1a khong.”
“Chuyén lién quan t&i Lupin.”
“Vay to1 khong di dau.”
“Cai gi? Ong d4u hang, 6ng chju khua't phuc treéc hoan canh.”

“T6i chan ngan cudc da'u khong can stec nay roi, cudc dd'u ma ching ta
chdc chin sé that bai. Lupin manh hon t61, manh hon hai ching ta, do dé

ching ta phai dau hang thoi.”
“To1 s€ khong dau hang.”
“Hén s& khién 6ng phai dau hang, vi tdt cA moi ngwdi déu tng hd hin.”
“Va 6ng s€ vui vé chirng ki€n diéu nay ha, Ganimard?”

“Du gi thi do ciing 1a sy that.” Ganimard thgng thn néi. “Va vi 6ng

quy€t tdm theo dudi cudc choi, tdi s€ di véi 6ng.”



Ho cuing leo 1én ¢b xe ngwra va dworc dwa toi dai 10 Ternes. Theo yéu
Cau clia ho, ¢ xe ngya dirng cach ngdi nha mot quang, triedc mot quéan ca
phé nhod & phia bén kia phd’. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng ng'di ngoai hang hién quan
ca phé nay, khui't gitra nhitng bui cay. Troi bt dau toi.

“B61 ban.” Sholmes ndi. “Cho xin gid'y but.”

Ong ta viét birc thw ngén, lai goi bdi ban, dwa cho anh ta birc thw, bio

chuyén dén nguoi gite ctra cia ngdi nha 6ng ta chi.

May phiit sau, ngwoi gitr cira dieng tried'c mat ho. Sholmes hoi dng ta
ring sang hom Chil nhit 6ng ta c6 trong thi'y mot ¢d gdi tré van ¢ den hay

khong.
“Véan @6 den w? C6, lic d6 chin gio. C6 ta di 1én ting ba.”
“Ong c6 thwong xuyén trong thay cd ta khong?”

“Khong, nhueng mét dot... o, vai tuan tredc, gan nhw ngay nao toi cling

trong thay co ta.”
“Con tir hdm Cht nhat?”
“Duy nhat mot Ian... cho dén tan hom nay.”
“Cai gi? Hom nay c0 ta toi day w?”
“Ngay bay gio co ta dang & day.”
“Pang & diy ngay bay gio’?”

“Vang, cd ta t&i cdch ddy mwoi phiit. Cling gidng moi khi, cd xe ngya

ché ¢o ta dang d6 & quang treong Saint-Ferdinand. To6i giip ¢o ta & cira.”

“Ai1 sOng trén tang ba?”



“C6 hai ngwoi. Mot ngwoi lam md, ¢6 Langeais, va mdt dng cach diy

mot thang thué hai phong di c6 sin @6 dac dwdi céi tén 1a Bresson.”
“Tai sao ong lai bdo dwoi cdi tén?”
“Tai vi t6i c¢6 y nghi nd 1a t€n gid. Ba nha tdi don dep cac phong 6ng ta
thué, va... o, & d6 c6 hai chiéc so' mi théu nhirng chir cai dau tén ho khac.”
“Ong ta c6 thwong xuyén ¢ nha khéng?”

“Khéng, dng ta gan nhw ludn ludn di ving. Ong ta di di ving ba ngay
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r'oi.

“Pém hom thir Bay 6ng ta ¢6 & nha khong?”

“Pém hom thir Bay a?... PEt6i xem... C6, d&m hom thir Bay, 6ng ta vé
va & nha sudt.”

“Ong ta 12 ngwdi nhw the nao?”

“0, t6i chic chin khong the tra 1o cau hdi nay. Ong ta lién tuc thay ddi.
Ong ta ldc thi to 1&n Idc thi bé nhd, liic thi béo liic thi gdy... ldc thi den ldc

thi tring. T6i khong phai ltic nao ciing nhan ra 6ng ta.”

Ganimard va Sholmes nhin nhau.

“Piing, d6 12 hdn.” Ganimard néi.

“O!” Nguoi gitr cira kéu 1én. “Co géi kia kia.”

Nguwoi phu ntt tré vira bude ra khoi ngdi nha va dang di vé phia cd xe
ngya d6 & quang trrong Saint-Ferdinand.

“Con kia la 6ng Bresson.”

“Ong Bresson a? Ngwoi nao 1a dng ta?”



“Ngudi cip cdi géi dwdi nach.”
“Nhwng 06ng ta chang chi y gi dén co gdi. Co ta dang di vé phia cd xe

ngra mOt minh.”

“Véng, t0i chwra bao gio’ trong thd’y hai ngwoi di véi nhau.”

Hai vién tham ti da dirng ddy. Nho danh sang nhirng ngon dén dwong,
ho nhan ra ddng dap clia Arséne Lupin, anh ta bit dau di theo hwéng ngwoc
lai hwong cd gai di.

“Ong s& bam theo ké na0?” Ganimard hoi.

“Pwong nhién 13 bim theo hin. Hin 12 con m'6i 16n nhat.”

“Vay toi sé€ bam theo dira con gdi.” Ganimard d€ nghi.

“Khong, khong.” Sholmes v6i va néi, 6ng ta khong mudn phoi bay
nhan than cda cd gdi v&i Ganimard. “T6i bi€t phai tim c6 ta & dau. Di theo
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to1.

Ho duy tri mét khoang cach an toan v&i Lupin, chi ¥ an minh hét stec
c6 th& bang cich di chuyéh men theo phia sau cdc quay ban bdo. Ho tha'y
viéc deo bam nay ciing dé dang, vi anh ta ctt thaalng tien déu déu, khong tat
trdi tat phai gi, tuy nhién hoi khap khiéng bén chan phai, chi chit it thoi, doi
hoi con mét sic sdo clia mdt tay quan sit nha nghé mdéi phat hién ra duorc.
Ganimard phat hién ra va néi: “Hén dang gia vor que. O! Gid chiing ta c6
th€ goi hai hay ba canh sat t&i v'0 18y con mdi cta ching ta nhi. Ching ta
khéo bi tudt mat hin.”

Nhung dén ctra 6 Ternes, ho van khong gdp ba't cr mot canh sit nao,
va, sau khi di qua céac phdo dai roi, co’ hoi nhan deoc sy tror gidp ch?:ing con

nua.



“Chting ta nén chia ra.” Sholmés néi, vi trén phd hau nhw ving béng
nguoi.

Lic bdYy gior, ho dang di & dai 16 Victor-Hugo. Sholmes va Ganimard,
mdi ngwoi di mot bén dwong, 14h trong bong 01 dwdi nhirng tdn ciy. Ho
ti€p tuc di chuy€n nhw vy thém hai mwoi phut, thi Lupin r€ trdi, di doc bor
song Seine. Chgng may chdc, ho trong thi’y anh ta di xudng mép nwdc.
Anh ta dirng d&y ma’y gidy, nhwng ho khong quan sat dwoc dong thai cia
anh ta. R'6i anh ta quay lai 167 ci. Nhitng ké san duoi anh ta 1an trong bong
t6i duwdi mot cong vom. Lupin di qua tredrc mit ho. Cdi g6i anh ta cip ndch
khong con. Va khi anh ta thong dong budc khdi d6, mot ngwoi dan 6ng
khac hién ra dwdi mai hién mdt ngdi nha, lwdt di qua cac cdi cay.

“G4 kia xem chirng ciing bdm theo hin.” Sholmés ha giong néi.

Cudc truy dudi ti€p tuc, nhung ldc bay gio’ ddm ldng tdng vi sy hién
dién cia ngwoi thir ba. Lupin tré vé theo dwong cii, di qua ctra 6 Ternes, va

lai budc vao ng6i nha & dai 10 Ternes.

Nguwoi gitr ctira dang dong ctra ngdi nha truedre khi di ngt thi Ganimard

xud't hién.
“Ong da trong tha’y ong ta ch?”

“Vang.” Nguwoi git ctra trd 1o7. “T6i dang tit ngon dén d6t bang ga &

dau cau thang thi 6ng ta cai chdt ctra phong minh.”

“C6 ai sOng cung Ong ta khong?”

“Khéng, dng ta khong c¢6 ngudi hau. Ong ta khdng bao gior &n udng gi
& day.”

“C6 cau thang danh cho ngwoi hdu khong?”



“Khong a.”

Ganimard bao Sholmes: “T6i nén & ddy gdc cira phong hin trong liic

ong di goi vién si quan phu trach don canh sat trén dwong Demours.”
“Thé& néu trong lic d6é hén tron thoat?” Sholmes hoi.
“Khi t6i dang & day? Hén khong tron thodt dwgc dau.”
“Mot choi mot, voi Lupin, 6ng khéng ngang co dau.”

“Cha, t6i khdng the’ mé ctra bang vii Iyc dwoe. Toi khong ¢6 quyén lam

nhw thé€’, nha't la vao ban dém.”

Sholmes nhin vai, néi: “Khi 6ng bét gitt Lupin, s& khong ai dit vain dé
ong bt giit bing cach nao. Tuy nhién, ching ta hdy ct 1én gic bAm

chudng, xem tinh hinh nhw thé nao.”

Ho Ién trén tang ba. C6 mdt khung ctra hai canh & phia bén tay trai
chi€u nghi. Ganimard bam chudng. Khong ai ra mé. Ong ta lai bAm

chudng. Van khong ai ra mé ca.
“Chung ta hay vao di.” Sholmes noi.
“Puoc roi, vao nao.” Ganimard dap.

Tuy nhién, ho cir dirng yén, phan van, lwvong ly. Gidng nhw ta't cd moi
ngwoi khi dang do du tred'c mot hanh ddng c¢6 tinh cha't quyét dinh, ho s¢
phai ctr dong, va 61 voi ho, Arséne Lupin xem ra chaalng the€ & d6 duorc,
qué ddi gan ho, ngay bén kia cdnh cira mong manh, chi ¢An nén mot cu
da'm 1a vo'. Nhung ho qud bi€t Lupin, nén khong nghi anh ta lai € minh
méc ket theo cdi ciach ngu ngdc ay. Khong, khong, mot ngan Ian, khong,

Lupin da khong con & d6 ntra. Qua ngdi nha bén canh, qua mai nha, qua



mot 167 thodt thuan tién nao da’y da dworc chuan bi, hén anh ta da cao chay

xa bay roi, va, thém lan ntra, ho s€ chi chdp dwoe cdi bong cua Lupin thoi.

Ho run bin 1&n khi mdt 4m thanh khé khang, tr bén kia cdnh ctra, lot
vao tai ho. R'6i ho c6 cdm twdng, rdt cudc gan nhw chic chin, rang anh ta &
d6, cdch ho chi canh ctra gb tam ber, va anh ta dang 1dng nghe ho, anh ta

nghe tha’y ti€ng ho.

Phai 1am gi day? Tinh huéng nay la mot tinh hudng nghiém trong. Mac
du da c6 kinh nghi€m Iam thdm t& 1au ndm, ho cang thealng va phdn khich
t&i ndi ho cho 12 ho nghe dwoc ca tiéng tim minh dap. Ganimard hoi
Sholmes bang 4nh mét. R'i 6ng ta dA'm that lyc vao canh ctra. Ngay 1ap
tirc, ho nghe thd’y ti€ng chan budrc, ti€ng chan budc khong hé c6 y gidu
gi€m gi.

Ganimard lay canh ctra. R'6i 6ng ta va Sholmes, hop lwe lao vao, dung
vai day canh ctra m¢ toang ra. R'6i ho dirng yén, kinh ngac. Mot ti€ng sung
vang 1€n trong can phong bén canh. Lai mdt ti€ng sting nwra, va ti€ng than
ngwoi do ap.

Budrc vao, ho trong tha'y ngwdi dian 6ng nam sdng swot trén san, mit
hwdong vE phia bé 10 swdi cam thach. Ganimard cdi xuéng, xoay dau nguwoi
dan 6ng. B6 mat phu ddy mau, mau dang tuén ra ti hai vét thwong, mét &
g0 ma va mdt & thai dwong.

“Nhi€éu mau qua khong theé' nhén ra anh ta dwoee.”

“Khong hé gi!” Sholmes néi. “Khong phai Lupin dau.”

“Lam sao éng biét dwore? Ong tham chi chwra nhin anh ta.”

“Ong nghi Arséne Lupin 12 loai ngudi ¢6 the ty sit sao?” Sholmes hoi,



voi cdi cieoi nhéch mép.
“Nhung liic & bén ngoai chiing ta da nghi ring ching ta nhin ra hén.”

“Ching ta da nghi thé&’, vi chang qua wdc 1am sao ctia chiém bao lam

vay thoi. Chiing ta d@ mé mu v&i ngwoi dan 6ng nay.”
“The” day hin 1a tong pham ctia hin.”
“Tong pham ctia Arséne Lupin cling khong ty sat.”
“0, the day 1a ai?”

Ho kham xét x4c chét. Trong mot tii 4o, Sholmes tha’y mot chi€c vi
rong khong. Trong mdt tui 4o khdc, Ganimard thd'y m&y dong louis. Chaamg
¢6 da'u hiéu nhéan dang nao trén trang phuc. Trong mdt chi€c reong va hai
chi&c va li, ho chi thd'y mdi quan do. Trén bé 10 swdi didt mot chong béo.
Ganimard m& xem, thd'y tit cd cac to bdo déu c6 bai viét vE vu trom cay
den Do Thai.

Mot ti€ng dong h'd sau, khi Ganimard va Sholmes rovi khoi ngdi nha, ho
khong biét gi thém vEé ngwoi dan 6ng xa la da bi cudc viéng tham khong

ding ldc ctia ho day dén chd tw sat.

Anh ta 12 ai? Tai sao anh ta quyét dinh k&t liéu doi minh? Anh ta c6
lién quan ra sao t&i vu trdm cdy dén Do Thai? Ké nao da bam theo anh ta
khi anh ta twr sdng tré vE? Hoan canh dem dén nhi€u cau hdi phirc tap,

nhiéu sy bi an.



Herlock Sholmes 1én giwong trong tim trang hét sirc byc boi. Sang sém

hém sau, 6ng ta nhin dwoc birc dién sau:

Arséne Lupin hin hanh thong bdo v&i 6ng cdi chét bi tham cda anh
ta trong hinh hai dng Bresson, va han hanh dwoc moi dng dén dw 1€
tang cong cdng tG chirc vao thir Nam ngay Hai mwoi 1am thang Sdu

N

nay.
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“D 6 la diéu t6i khong thich, Wilson.” Sholmes néi, sau khi doc birc dién
cua Arsene Lupin. “Do6 la di€u khi€n tdi cang cdu ti€t hon trong vu
viéc nay, cdm thay cdi 4nh mat ldu c4, ch& nhao cia hin bam theo t6i khip
moi noi. Hin thay tat, hin biét tat, hin doc dworc nhitng ¥ nghi tham kin
nha't clia tdi, hian thAm chi con tha’y trede dwoc nhitng ddng thai nhd nhit
nha't ctia t6i nita. O! Hin sé& hitu trec gidc phi thwong, vieot xa trire gidc
ctia mdt phu nr ban ndng nha't, phai, veeot ca tric gidc ctia chinh Herlock
Sholmes. Khong ¢6 gi ma hian khong ndm bét dwoc. Toi gidng nhwr mot
dién vién ma mdi budc di, mdi ctr chi déu do mot chuyén gia san khau ldo
luyén chi dao, lam cdi nay, n6i cdi kia, ta't cd d€u tuan theo y chi cua bé

trén. D6 1a cdi thé cha tdi bay gio. Anh ¢6 hi€u khéng, Wilson?”

Purong nhién Wilson s€ hieu néu cac gidc quan cua 6ng ta khong my mi
di vi gié’c ngu li bi ctia con sdt dao ddng twr gan 38 dd t&i 39 do6 rwdi.
Nhung 6ng ta c6 nghe tha'y hay khong thi cling khong thanh van dé voi

Sholmes. Sholmes ti€p tuc: “Toi phai tip trung ta't ca stec e va huy dong



toan by kha nang xoay x& ctia minh vao hanh dong d€’ cé dwore sy ti€n bd
nho nha't. That may cho t6i, nhirng diéu trai y vat vanh &y chi tya nhw kim
cham va c6 tac dung kich thich t6i hao hirng hon théi. Ngay sau khi cam
giac bung bung vi bi xdc pham dju di va ci s6¢ ddi voi 1ong ki€u hanh cda
toi ngudi bot, toi ty nhd tham:”C viéc thich chi, anh ban quy héa cia toi,
nhwng ciing dirng quén cwoi nguoi chd voi cwoi l1au, cwoi ngwoi hom
tredre hom sau ngudi cwdi. Ching chong thi chay, anh sé 10i dudi thoi.” Vi
anh bi&t da’y, Wilson, chinh 12 Lupin, qua birc dién d4u tién hin gti di va
nhan xét ctia cd bé Henriette, d3 d€16 cach thirc thw tir bi mat gitra hin v&i

Alice Demun. Anh quén tinh huong &y roi sao, ban gia?”

Wilson dang thiém thi€p ngi. Con Sholmes van vira brde tdi bude lui
vira tiép tuc: “Bay gi¢r thi tinh hinh ching d&n ndi £6i t&, hoi m& mit mot
chiit, c6 1€ vy, tuy nhién dnh sang ciing le 16i r'oi. Trwdc hét, tdi phai tim
hi€u moi nhé vé 6ng Bresson. Ganimard va toi s& d€n bo song xem xét, tai
dja di€m Bresson vitt cdi g6i di, va téi s& ndm bét dwoe vai tro cu the clia
nguwoi dan Ong nay. Sau da’y, s€ 1a cudc choi gitra t6i voi Alice Demun.
Mot d61 tha nhe ky, hd, Wilson? Va anh khéng nghi t6i s€ sodm xdc dinh
dworc cdi cau ghép tir cdc chi cdi cit & cudn sich day bang chir cdi ra sao,
cling nhw ¥ nghia ctia riéng hai chtt CH? D6 1a td't ca nhirng gi gio day toi

mudn bi€t, Wilson a.”

Diing lic &Yy, cd gia s budc vao, va, thd'y Sholmes dang khoa tay mua
chén, ¢d néi, bing cung cich diu dang nhat: “Ong Sholmes, tdi s& phii qué
trach 6ng n&u 6ng ddnh thirc bénh nhan cta toi ddy. Ong qui’y riy éng 4y

1a khong tdt. Bac si da ra Iénh d€ 6ng &'y nghi ngoi hoan toan.”

Sholmes im ldng nhin c¢d gia sw, kinh ngac tredc kha nang tw chd phi

thwong & c6, y nhw trong Tan gap déu tién.



“Tai sao 6ng nhin t6i v&i 4nh mat d6, 6ng Sholmes?... Xem chirng nhuw

ong dang cd ging doc suy nghi clia téi vdy... Khong! Thé thi vi sa0?”

Co gia sw hdi Sholmes v&i vé tho ngdy nhat hién I1én trén gwong mat
xinh dep va trong cip mét ngay that mau xanh da trei. P6i moi ¢d thodng
né nu cwoi. Co boc 10 sy vo tw binh than t&i mirc vién thdm t& ngwoi Anh
g4n nhr mat hét ca binh tinh. Ong ta tiéh dén chd cd, ha giong néi: “DPém

hom qua Bresson da tu sat.”

Co6 gia sw td vé khong hi€u, nén Sholmes 1ap lai: “HOm qua Bresson da

tw sat.”

C6 khong boc 16 mdt chit xic cam nao, ¢6 hanh dong y nhw thé viéc do6

chrflng lam c6 ban khoan hay quan tdm 18y may may.

“Co0 da dworc thong bao ro61.” Sholmes noéi, bde 10 sy bure boi. “Neu
khong, tin tirc &Yy it nhat cling lam cho ¢6 giat minh. A! C6 manh mé hon
t6i twrdng. Nhung ¢ cd ging gidu gi&m moi viéc vdi tdi c6 ich gi ch?”

Sholmés ¢am cu6n sach day bang chir cdi ma ldc tredre 6ng ta da dat &
chiéc ban gan day 1én. Va mé t&i trang bi cit, 6ng ta néi: “Cd hay bao cho
t6i biet can sdp x&p cdc chir cdi bi cit theo trat ty nhw thé nao d& dién dat
dworc chinh x4c 101 nhén ¢6 giri Bresson bdn ngay trirére khi vu trom ciy

den Do Thai xady ra?”

“Trat ty?... Bresson?... Vu trom cay den Do Thai?”

C6 gia sur cham cham lip lai tirng tir, nhw th€ c& gdng ndm bt y nghia
ctia ching.

Sholmes ti€p tuc: “Phdi. Pay la cac chtr cdi dwgre dung... trong trang

ndy... Co di nhin nht Bresson diéu gi?”



“Céc chir cdi dwoe dung. .. tdi dd nhin nhi diéu gi w?”

Co6 gia sw ba't chot cudi phd 1én. “O! Thé da’y! T6i hiéu ra roi! Toi la
ké dong 16a trong vu dn. C6 mdt dng Bresson nao d6 da an trom cay den
Do Thaéi va by gio thi nguoi nay da ty sat. Va toi 1a ban be cta nguoi nay.
Oi! Ong mé&i phi 1y 1am sao!”

“Buoi t61 hdm qua c6 da t&i gdp ai trén tang ba ngdi nha & dai 16
Ternes?”

“Ai w? Ngudi may mil cho tdi, cd Langeais. Ong khong nghi ngudi

may mil cho t6i va dng Bresson ban t6i 1a cling mot ngwoi chi?”

Sau tit cd nhirng gi ¢4 nim bit dwoc, Sholmes lic ba’y gidr dAm ra hoai
nghi. Nguoi ta cd the gid vor sor hai, vui vé, ban khodn, thyce t€'1a ¢6 the gia
vor moi cdm xidc, nhung ngwoi ta khdng the€ gid vo mot vé hoan toan dirng
dung hay mot ti€ng cwoi thw thai va vo tw Iy dwoe. Tuy nhién, dng ta ti€p
tuc hdi: “Tai sao & nha ga xe ltra mién Bic budi tdi hom trwde, cd xap tdi
no6i chuyén vi t6i? Va tai sao ¢6 khan khoan bao t6i dung diéu tra vu trdém

nay ma hay roi khoi Paris ngay 14p tirc?”

“O! Ong qud to md day, 6ng Sholmes.” Co gia sw dap, vin cwdi mot
cach ty nhién nhat. “b¢ phat 6ng, tdi s€ khong tiét 10 cho 6ng gi c4, va,
ngoai ra, Ong s€ phai canh chirng bénh nhan trong lic t6i di d&n hiéu thudc

theo mét 1oi nhan ca’p bach. Au revoir.”
Co gia sw rovi khoi céan phong.
“Minh di thua... tredc mot dira con gdi.” Sholmes 1am bam. “Minh

chrflng nhirng khong khai thac dwoe gi te ¢6 ta ma con danh dong co ta,

khié€n co6 ta canh giac.”



Ong ta nhé lai vu vién kim crrong xanh va cudc chat van dau tién véi
Clotilde Destange. Chfmg phai Ti€u the Téc vang da trd 1o cac cau hdi cua
ong ta mot cach cling binh than y nhw vay sao, chflng phéi 6ng ta dang mét
Tan ntra mdt d61 mat véi mot trong nhirng ké, dwdi sy che chd va uy thé

cua Arséne Lupin, ding triedc nguy hi€m cye ky van cwe ky binh tinh sao?
“Sholmes... Sholmes...”

D6 1a Wilson dang goi. Sholmes dén bén giwong, cti xudng, hdi: “Sao

day, Wilson? Vét thweong lam anh dau don w?”

Moi Wilson map mdy, nhung 6ng ta khong néi duoc. Cudi ciing, bang
nd lyc ghé g&m, 6ng ta m&i 1dp bap: “Khong... Sholmés... khong phai cd

ay... khong the¢ nao.”

“Nao, Wilson, anh bi€t gi vé viéc d6! T6i bao cho anh bi€t chinh 1a c6
ta chtr chealng phai ai khac! Chi khi t6i gdp mot ké tay chan cua Lupin, dwoc
hén chuh bj sin sang va chi dao, tdi m&i mat hét sy ty chd, tré thanh
thing ngdc... T6i cd v&i anh trong vong mdt ti€ng ddng h'd nira, Lupin s&
bi€t V€ cudc cha't van vira r'oi. Trong vong mét ti€ng dong h'd thoi! Nhirng
gi toi dang néi!... Sao, hin c6 18 da biét r'di cling nén. Pi d&n hiéu thudc. ..
1&i nhin cAp bach. Toan néi bay néi ba!... Cd ta di goi dién cho Lupin thi
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CO.

Sholmes hap tdp roi khdi ngdi nha, di xudi theo dai 10 Messine, vira kip
trong thay ¢6 gia sw buwdc vao mot hiu thudc. Muoi phit sau, cd budrc ra,
CaAm trén tay maYy cdi g6i nhd va mdt cdi chai boc gidy tring. Nhung co
méi di dwoec mot quing ngin, mot ngwdi dan 6ng, mii cAm trong tay vé
khim nim, xem ra la dang xin cta bd thi. C6 dung lai, dwa cho nguoi dan

ong céi gi do, va ti€p tuc di.



“Co ta da n6i chuyén voi ga kia.” Sholmes ty nha.

Néu ché)ing phai mot su chic chén, thi it nha't cling 14 mot linh cdm, va
1a mdt linh cam di manh mé€ de khién Ong ta thay doi chi€n thuat. B mac
cho ¢6 gai ti€p tuc di dwong minh, dng ta theo sau ga hanh khat dang cham
cham budc t&i dai 10 Ternes, lang vang h'6i 1au xung quanh ngdi nha
Bresson ting sdng, thi thodng lai ngwdc nhin mi’y 6 ctra sO trén tang ba, va

quan sat nhirng ngwoi di ra di vao ngdi nha.

Sau mét ti€ng d6ng h'd, ga leo 1én chuyén tau dién chay hwdng Neuilly.
Sholmes ciing 1én, ng'6i & ghé” phia sau ga, bén canh mo6t ngwoi dan 6ng
dang gio to’ bao che kin mét miii. BP&n khu vye phdo dai, ngeoi dan 6ng ha
t& bdo xudng, Sholmes nhan ra d6 1a Ganimard. Ong nay 1ién vira thi thao
vira chi ga ng'6i phia tredc: “Ké dém hom qua bam theo Bresson day. Ga
da theo doi ngdi nha mot ti€ng dong h'6.”

“C6 thém thong tin gi vé Bresson chwa?” Sholmes hoi.

“C6, mot birc thw saing hdm nay giri d€n dija chi ctia anh ta.”

“Sang hom nay a? Vay la n6 dwoc giri ngay hom qua, trede khi nguoi
gri bi€t Bresson da chét.”

“Chinh x4c. Bttc thw dang ndm trong tay vién thAm phan diéu tra.
Nhung t6i da doc. Birc thw viet: Hdn sé khéng chdp nhdn bat cii sw théa
hiép ndao. Hin mudn tat, vt déu tién ciing nhw nhigng vat ciia vu thir hai.
Bdng khong, hin sé kién.”

“Khong c6 chir ky.” Ganimard néi thém. “T6i thad'y may dong ngén

ngli nay xem ching chang htru ich d61 v&i ching ta 1am.”

“T6i khong nghi thé” dau, ong Ganimard. Tdi thd'y ma’y dong ngin ngdi



nay rat tha vi.”
“Tai sao? Toi khdng hi€u.”

“Vi nhirng 1y do riéng tw cha t6i.” Sholmes dap, v&i sw ding dwng 6ng

ta thwong xuyén bi€u 16 ra tred'c nguwoi dong nghiép.

Tau dién deng & dwong Chiteau, 1a bé€n cudi cling. Ga dan 6ng lang 1€
xudng tau, budc di. Sholmes badm theo gan dén ndi Ganimard phai phan

d61. “Né&u gi ngoanh nhin ding sau, gi sé nghi ngo chiing ta.”

“Ga s€ khong ngoanh nhin dau.”

“Lam sao Ong biet?”

“Ga la mdt dong dang cua Arséne Lupin, va thuc t€ ga budc di voi cai
cung c4ch kia, hai tay ung dung dut tii quan, ching td rang, thi nhat, ga
biét la ga dang bi bam theo, va thi hai, ga chaalng them s¢.”

“Nhuwng to61 nghi ching ta dang theo sat ga qua.”

“P& khong tudt mat ga thi khong st qud dau. Ga ty tin 1dm.”

“O! Nhin kia! Trwedc quan ca phé kia c6 dung hai chiéc xe dap ctia canh
sat. N&u toi goi ho ho tror thi ching ta sao tudt mat ga dwoc.”

“Cha, anh ban ctia chiing ta xem chirng khong lo 14ng gi diéu d6. Thuc
t&, ga s€ dich than goi ho hd tro’ chir cha dua.”

“Troi da't!” Ganimard thot 1én. “Ga dam tdo ton thé cor a.”

G3a dan Ong ti€n d&n chd hai vién canh sét ding lic ho vira nhay 1én xe
dap. Sau vai loii trao do6i, ga nhay lén chiéc xe dap th ba dang dwng dya
vao birc twvong quan ca phé, phong di vun vit véi sy hd tong cla hai vién

canh sat.



“O" M6t, hai, ba, bi€n mat nay!” Sholmes gam gw. “Ma vi sy tror gidp
cua ai, Ganimard? Cta hai dong nghiép ctia 6ng ddy... A! Arsene Lupin c6
tai to chirc d4ng than phuc! Xe dap clia canh sat 12 d€ phuc vu hin!... T6i

d4 bao 6ng rang ga kia qud binh tinh, qué ty tin ma.”

“Cha.” Ganimard kha buc bdi, néi. “Vay bay gio ching ta lam gi? Cuoi

nguwoi khac thi d€ dang thoi! Ai cling c6 thé cuoi dwge.”

“Nao, nao, dirng cdau! Chiing ta sé bdo thu. Nhwng, tir nay toi ldc do,

ching ta phai dworce ting cwong lwc lwong.”
“Folenfant dang doi toi1 cudi dai 16 Neuilly.”

“Cha, hay di tri€u tap anh ta va gdp lai tdi sau. T6i s€ bam theo ké chay
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tron.

Sholmes di theo dd'u banh xe dap dwoc d€ lai hét stee 16 rang trén 1op
bui dwong, vi hai trong s ba chi€tc xe st dung 16p c6 cdc ranh khia. R4t
nhanh chéng, 6ng ta chic chén ring ddu vét dang din 6ng ta t&i mép song
Seine, va ba ngwoi kia da ré theo huwdng Bresson ré dém hom qua. Vi thé,
Ong ta lai d&n ddng vom cong Ong ta va Ganimard da ndp, roi, di thém mdt
chit, dng ta phdt hién thd’y da'u banh ba chiéc xe 1an vao nhau, ching to 12
ba ngwoi kia da dung & chd d6. Ngay doi dién, mot miii dd't nho chay ra
song. Mot chiéc thuyeén cii neo ¢ tdn cung ctia mii da't.

O chd do6, Bresson da viet cdi goi di, hay, néi cach khac, da tha né
xudng. Sholmes bwdc xudng theo trién sdng, tha'y trién séng khong dd'c va
muc nwdc kha ndng, nén viéc vat céi gbi 1én sé khd dé dang, trir phi ba

ngwoi kia da hanh dong trudrc.

“Khéng, khong thé.” Ong ta nghi. “Bon ho khéng c6 thdi gian. Cling



14m m&i mwdi 14m phit. Nhwng tai sao bon ho lai di dwdng nay?

Mot ngwoi ciu ca ng'6i trén thuyén. Sholmes hdi anh ta: “Cach day

ma’y phit anh c6 trong thd’y ba nguoi dan 6ng di xe dap khong?”

Nguoi ciu cd ra hiéu bdo khong. Nhung Sholmés van khing khing hoi:

“Ba ngwoi dan 6ng dwng lai trén dwong, ngay chd bo song ay?”

Ngwoi ciu cd kep chiéc ¢in cau dwdi nach, 18y cudn so ghi chép ra
khai tdi 4o khoac, viét 1én mdt trang, xé dwa cho Sholmes. Vién tham ti
ngwoi Anh stirng sdt gidt minh. O gitra trang gid’y Ong ta dang cam trén tay
12 mot day chir céi gidng hét ddy chir cdi cit ra tir cudn sach: CD EH N O
PEZEO-237.

Nguoi dan dng tiép tuc cau, dau doi chiéc mii rom to che ning, 40
khoac va 4o gi 1€ d€ bén canh minh. Anh ta chdm chd theo d6i mau phao

ban budc vao v&i diy cau dang ndi 1ap 1o trén mét nuwdrc.
Ti&p theo la mot khodng im ldng nghi€ém trang, ddang khi€p so¢'.

“Cé phai hdn khdng?” Sholmés phan dodn, véi ndi bin khoiin gan nhuw
dang thwong, roi sy that dot ngdt hién hién ré rang. “C6 phai hin khong w?
C6 phai hin khong w? Con k& nao khic c6 thé tiép tuc ng'di kia diém nhién
nhuw the’, khong hé boc 10 mdt chut lo léng, khong he boc 10 mot chut s¢’ sét,
triedc nhirng gi ¢6 1€ sé xay ra. Va con ké nao bi€t cau chuyén veé cac chwr
c4i bi 4n d6? Alice da sai ngudi canh bdo trwde véi hin.”

Vién thdm t& ngwoi Anh thinh linh cdm thay ban tay cua 6ng ta, ban tay
ctia chinh 6ng ta, mot cach bat gidc dang nim 14y bang khau sting luc, va
4nh mat 6ng ta dan chit vao lung ngwdi dan 6ng, phia dudi cb chit it. Mot

dong tac thoi, vé kich s€ chd'm dut, cudc doi ké phiéu lwu la lung kia s€ di



tol két cuc tam to1i.
Nguwoi ciu cd chang nhiic nhich gi.

Sholmes cdng thang xoay xoay khau stng luc, trai qua ndi wdrc ao dién
cudng mudn bop co va két thic ta't ca, nhwng sy kinh hoang ctia mot hanh
dong nhuw the lai miu thuin v&i ban cha't con ngwdi 6ng ta. Cai chét sé 1a

chac chan va sé két thuc tat ca.

“O!” Ong ta ty nhi. “Hay d€ cho hin dirng 1én ty vé. N&u hin chflng

lam vay, thi cang toi t€ cho han. Mot gidy nra... va minh bop ¢0.”

Nhung tiéng budc chan ding sau Sholmes khién dng ta quay dau lai.

Ganimard dang dén cuing vori may phu ta.

Thé& 1a, nhanh chéng thay do6i k&€ hoach, Sholmes nhay 1€n thuyén, day
neo thuyén bj hanh dong dot ngodt ctia dng ta rirt dit. Ong ta v6 18y ngwdi

cau cé, giw chdt anh ta. Ho cling lan 16ng 16¢ xudng long thuyén.

“Oi, nao!” Lupin kéu 1én, viing vAy d€ giai phéng minh khdi tay
Sholmes. “Thé& nay nghia la thé’ nao? Khi mot trong hai chiing ta chi€n
théng ké con lai, thi dwoc 1o 16¢ gi? Ong s€ khong biét phai lam gi v&i toi,
toi cling s€ khong biét phai lam gi v&i 6ng. Chiing ta s€ cir & nguyén day
tea nhw hai thang ngoc.”

Hai mai chéo tudt xudng dwdi nwde. Chi€c thuyén bong bénh tréi theo
dong.

“Troi o1 1a troi, 6ng m&i nhing xi lam sao! Mot nguoi tudi 6ng phai
biét nhiéu hon chit! Ong hanh dong y nhw dira tré vay.”

Lupin thodt dwore khdi cai 6m ghi cua vién tham tix, 6ng ta lic by gio

da cyc ky dién tiét va sdn sang giét ngwoi, 1ién thoc tay vao tdi 4o khodc.



Ong ta budt cau chiri thé: Lupin da 14y mat khau siing luc ctia dng ta. R'0i
ong ta quy xudng, cd ging v&i 14y mdt trong hai mai chéo d& dua thuyén
quay vao bor, con Lupin thi ¢ gdng v&i 14y mdi chéo kia d& dua thuyeén di
xudi theo con sOng.

“Théi, tr6i ma't roi! Toi khong voi dwore.” Lupin ndi.

“Nhung viéc do chaamg thanh van dé. Du cho anh v&i dwgc méi cheéo
kia di ntra, t6i van c6 th€ ngén anh st dung né. Va anh ciing c6 th€ 1am nhuw
thé” ddi vdi toi. Nhung, anh tha’y day, dd’y 1a céi cdch moi viéc dién ra trén
th& gi¢’i nay, chiing ta hanh dong khong vi muc dich hay nguyén nhan nao,
nd lyc cua ching ta 1a v6 ich vi S& Phan dinh doat tat ca. Liic nay, anh ¢6
tha’y SO Phan ting hd anh ban Lupin khong? Van bai vE tay t6i roi! Toi

dang c6 thién thoi dia lgi!”
Chié€c thuyén cham cham troi xudi theo dong.
“Can than!” Lupin ké&u Ién mot cach ga’p gap.

Mot ngwdi ding trén by dang nhdm bén bang khau sing luc. Lupin
chii xudng. Phat dan veo qua, gdm xudng mat nwdc phia bén kia thuyeén.

Lupin pha ra cuoi.

“Chua phu ho t61! D6 1a d6ng ban Ganimard! Nhung 6ng da hanh dong
ri’t sai TAm, Ganimard a. Ong khong c6 quyén bén, trir tinh hudng tu vé.
Lupin khi€n 6ng bdi rdi toi mirc mat hét binh tinh w?... Nao, cw xtr cho
phdi phép di, va ding bén nita!... N&u bin nira, ong sé bén tring dng ban

ngwoi Anh cua ching ta day.”

Lupin ding ding sau Sholmes, quay mit vé phia Ganimard, néi: “Nao,

Ganimard, t6i da s&n sang! Hay nhim tring tim dng ta nhé!... Cao hon!...



Hoi sang trai mot chiit... O! Ong trwot phat 4y r'6i... Bin d& ec... Lai di..
Tay 6ng run 14y bay kia, Ganimard... Nao, [4n nita... mot, hai, ba, bin!...
Trwot roil... Troi dat! Chinh quyén trang bi cho 6ng sing d6 choi hay
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Sao.

Lupin it ra khau sing luc nong dai, ban chang can ngam. Ganimard

dwa tay 1én gitt mii: Vién dan vira xuyén qua no.

“Ong nghi gi ha Ganimard? O! P6 12 mot khau sing luc thue sy! Mot
khau sting luc 0 quay chinh cdng ctia Anh. N6 thudc vé dng ban toi,

Herlock Sholmes.”

Lupin vira croi to vira ném khau stng luc vao bor. N6 dap xudng bén

chan Ganimard.

Sholmes khdng gidu dwoc nu cwoi than phuc. Khi chat tré trung moi
tran tré lam sao! Anh ta m&i vui vé lam sao! Dwong nhw cdi cadm gidc dirng
triedc nguy hi€m khié€n anh ta thd’y khodi trd, va anh chang phi thwong nay
chaalng con muc dich nao khéc trong doi ngoai muc dich tim ki€m nhirng

hi€m hoa chi vi sy thich thd mdi khi tranh dwoc né.

Lic bdy gio’ & hai bén bo song da tu tp ra't dong ngwoi. Ganimard va
nhén vién ctia 6ng ta dudi theo chi€c thuyén cr dang cham cham bap bénh

trdi xudi theo dong. Chic chin mudi muwoi 12 Lupin s& bj bit.

“Ong ban.” Lupin quay sang vién thdm t& ngwdi Anh, néi. “Hay thd
nhan ring di1 c6 cic ta't ca s&' vang & Transvaal® thi 6ng ciling khong danh
d6i vi trf hién tai! Ong ldc nay dang ng'di & hang gh& d4u tién ctia dan nhac
da’y! Nhung, trrdc hét, chiing ta phai trinh dién phan mé man... sau d6
ching ta ¢6 th€ nhay céc t¢i h'6i thir nam ctia vo kich, 1a h'6i mo ta viéc

Arsene Lupin bj bt hoic trén thodt. Vi vay, toi s€ hoi ong mdt cau don
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gian va tdi @é nghi 6ng ciing chi tra 161 don gidn bing c6 hodc khong. Ong
c6 tir b vu viéc nay khong? Gior ddy, tdi van c6 th€ khic phuc nhirng ton
hai ma 6ng gy ra, d& mudn hon thi tdi khong con kha ndng lam diéu do

nita. Ong c6 dong ¥ thwong lwong khéng?”
“Khong.”

Nét mat Lupin thé€ hién sw buc boi, tha't vong. Anh ta ti€p tuc: “T6i
khan khoan mong 6ng dong y. T6i khan khoan da’y, vi 6ng hon 1a vi toi.
Tdi chic chén 6ng sé 12 ngudi d4u tién tha’y hoi tiéc cho sy can thiép clia

minh. [an cudi cung, c6 hay khong?”
“Khong.”

Lupin cidi xuéng, go mot tim van dwdi ddy thuyeén, va, trong vong vai
phiit, Iam mot viéc gi dé6 Sholmes khong hieu. R'6i anh ta ng'6i thaalng day
bén canh Sholmes, n6i: “Thwa 6ng, t61 cho 1a hdm nay chiing ta ra con song
nay v&i cing mot muc dich: LA’y lai vat ma Bresson ném di. V€ phin toi,
t0i ¢c6 moi may chién hiru cling tham gia, va t6i dang chuan bi mo thi cac
chién hiru cta tdi thdng bdo ring dng t&i. T6i xin thd nhan rang toi cheamg
ngac nhién tredre tin tiee &y, vi hang gio t6i déu dwoe bao cdo vé nhirng
tién trién trong cudc diéu tra ctia 6ng. D6 1a viéc dé dang. BA't cir dong tinh
gi & dwong Murillo c6 th€ khién tdi quan tdm, chi mot h'di chudng dién

thoai, thé"1a to61 dwoc thong bdo.”

Lupin ngwng lai. TAm véan dwdi ddy thuyén lic ndy anh ta go ra dang
ndi 1én va nwde dang tran vao qua 10 hong.

“Quy tha ma bit! To6i da khong biét cach stra roi. Lic ndy tdi sor chiétc

thuyén cii ki nay bj ri nwde vao.”



Sholméo nhin vai.

Lupin ti€p tuc: “Vay Ong s€ hi€u 1a, trong tinh hinh d6, va biét trede du
c6 c& ging tranh toi cling ch:fmg thing dwoc sy him hé mudn budc vio
tran chién cfia 6ng, xin cam doan riang toi khdng hoan toan cam thiy khé
chiu phai bt dau mot cude giao tranh ma két qua da hét sic chic chin, vi
t6i dang nim trong tay ta't ca c4c 14 bai chii. T6i mudn cudc gip go gilra
chiing ta dwg'c nhiéu ngwdi chitng kién nha't c6 thé, d€ khip noi ngudi ta
c6 th€ biét t&i tha't bai cia 6ng, d€ mot ba Ba twdc Crozon hay mot dng
Nam tuéc d’Imblevalle khdc s& chang budn khah khoan nh¢ dng gidp d&

ho chié€n d&'u v&i toi nika. Ngoai ra, thwa 6ng kinh mén...”

Lupin lai ngung 101, khum hai ban tay lam thanh cdi ng nhom, quét

4nh mét sudt lwot hai bén bo song.

“Troi da't! Ho da thué mot chiéc thuyén tuyét di€u, mot chi€n thuyén
thuc sw, va hdy xem cac tay cheo kia. Trong vong nam phiit, ho s€ dudi kip,
va toi chi con nwde thua. Ong Sholmes, mét 1o khuyén danh cho 6ng nhé.
Hay bét tdi, tréi toi lai, giao tdi cho cdc nhan vién thuyc thi phdp luat. K&
hoach d6 c6 khién 6ng vira y khong?... Trw phi, tir gio t&i ldc &y, ching ta
bj d&m thuyén, va ching ta chfmg con lam dwoc viéc gi ngoai viéc lap di

chiic. Ong nghi th& nio?”

Ho nhin nhau. Sholmes lic bay gio hi€u ra mwu d'6 cta Lupin: Anh ta
da cd’ y lam thuyén thing. Va nwdc dang dang 1én. Nwde cham dén dé giay
cao ¢O cta ho r'oi. Nwdc ngip ban chian ho. Nhung ho khong nhiic nhich.
Nudc ngap nira bip chan ho. Vién thim ti ngwdi Anh 18y thudc 14 ra, cudn

mot di€u, cham lra.

Lupin ti€p tuc néi: “Nhung dung coi loi @€ nghi kia 1a sy thi nhan toi



16i ctia tdi. Toi dau hang 6ng trong mot tran ddnh ma tdi ¢6 thé gianh thing
loi chéng qua 14 nham tranh mdt cudc da'u trén mot chién treong khong do
to1 tw Iyra chon thoi. Khi hanh dong nhw the’, toi nhan ra thyc t€ Sholmes la
ké thit duy nhat khién t6i tha’y s¢. Toi tin dung co hdi nay d€ néi voi Ong
nhtrng di€u nay vi S6 Phan da ban cho t6i cdi han hanh dwoc chuyén tro
cung ong. Tdi chi ti€c nudi mdi mot viéce 1 cude chuyén trd cla chiing ta
lai dién ra trong ldc ching ta rira chan... T6i phai thd nhan rang hoan canh
nay that thi€u tinh trang trong... T6i vira ndi cdi gi nhi? Rira chan a? Con
t0i té hon ay chi.”

Nudc da dang 1én dén tA'm van ho ngdi, va thuyén dang tw twe chim.

Sholmes cit hiit thudc, vé than nhién nhin ngdm quang canh. Chéc chén,
trong khi mat d6i mat voi ga dan 6ng mac du bi cac mdi nguy hi€m de doa,
bi ddm d6ng bao vay, bi cd mdt ddi canh sat truy dudi, van gitt dwoc s
binh thdn va hai hudc, thi chic chin Sholmes ciing s& khong bi€u 16 dau

hiéu ciing thing dd 12 nhd nha't ndo.

MObi ngudi bon ho trong déu nhwr the€ mudn néi: Cha 1€ nhitng chuyén
vit vanh nhu vy cling khién ngudi ta lo ldng sao? Chaamg phéi ngay nao
cling c6 ké chét dudi dudi song sao? Mot viéc nhuw vay ciling 1a sw kién
dang quan tdm chi y dic biét sao? Mot ngwoi noi, trong lic mdt nguoi mo
mang, ca hai che gidu long kiéu hanh bj ton thwong dudi cai mét na ding

dung, lanh dam.

Mot phit nwra, va chi€c thuyén s€ chim. Lupin ti€p tuc man ddc thoai:
“Quan trong la bi€t ching ta chim trwd'c hay sau khi cac chién si thyc thi
phdp luat t&i. D6 1a cau hdi chinh y&u. Vé vu ddm thuyén cta chiing ta, dé

1a cdi k&t phai dwoe dy tinh. Nao, thua dng, dd dén thoi khic ching ta 1ap



di chic. Tdi trao lai toan bo tai san cia minh cho Herlock Sholmes, cong
dan nwdc Anh, hwedng lovi va s dung. Nhwng, troi da't, nhirng chién si thuc
thi phdp luat kia t&i méi nhanh 1am sao! O! Nhitng anh ban can dam! That
thi vi khi quan sat ho. Hiy quan sét sy chinh x4c cfia cdc tay chéo kia! O,
c6 phai 1a anh khong, trung si Folenfant? Hoan hd! Y twédng vé mot chién
thuyén la y twdng tuyét vori dd’y. Téi xin ti€n ci anh v&i thweong cap cla
anh nhé, trung si Folenfant... Anh ao wdc dwgc thwdng huan chwong
ching? Anh s€ dugrc. Con ngwoi dong chi Dieuzy clia anh, anh ta dau?...
O, phai, t6i cho 12 tdi trong tha’y anh ta dang ding & b trdi song, din dau
mot trim ngudi dan dja phwong. Nhw vy, néu téi khong bi ddm thuyén, toi
s& bi Dieuzy va nhitng ngwdi dan dia phrrong bét gitt & bor tréi, hoic s& bi
Ganimard v quan chiing nhan dan ctia Neuilly bét gir & bo phai. Mot tinh

thé” ti€n thodi lwdng nan!”

Chiéc thuyén ti€n vao mdt xody nwde. NG xoay tron. Sholmes hai tay
tdm 187y hai coc chéo. Lupin bao 6ng ta: “Thwa d6ng, 6ng nén cdi 4o khoac
ra. Ong s& tha’y khi khéng mic 4o khodc boi sé d& dang hon. Khong 4? Ong

khong chiu c&i a? Thé thi t6i s€ médc 4o khoac cia minh vao vay.”

Lupin mic 4o khodc, cai khuy can than y nhw Sholmes, r'di néi: “Ong
m¢&i khi€m nha lam sao! Va that ti€c 6ng qua wong nganh trong vu viéc
nay, trong vu viéc ma 1€ di nhién 6ng da the’ hién dworc sirc manh, nhwng,
01, mdt cach qua vo ich! Thue sy 1a 6ng da lam hai toi cdi thién tai cta

29

ong...
“Anh Lupin.” Sholmés dang im ling bdng dung ngit 1oi. “Anh nhiéu
loi qud, va anh thwong xuyén pham phai sai Tam, d€'16 bi mat khi ¢ huyén

tha huyén thuyén.”



“P6 1a loi chi trich nang né.”
“Vi th€, tuy anh khong nhén ra, nhung vira mét ldc trede anh da cung

cap cho to1 thong tin t61 mudn biet day.”
“Cai gi? Ong mudn biét thong tin nao d6 ma chang bao t6i w?”

“T6i dau c6 co hdi hoi anh... anh da ty nguyén cung ca’p. Trong vong
ba ti€ng dong h'0, t6i s€ co the trao chia khéa md& ctra bi mat cho 6ng

d’Imblevalle. D6 1a céu tra loi duy nhat...”

Sholmes khong kip néi hét cau. Chi€c thuyén chim ddt ngot, kéo theo
ca hai nguoi dan 6ng. N6 lai 1ap tiee n6i 1€n, nhung & tinh trang 14t dp. Sau
phut lang di cang thflng, hai bén bo’ nhao nhao ti€ng hét. R'6i ¢6 nhirng
ti&€ng hét mdi: Mot trong hai ngwdi bi d&m thuyén tr'di 1én khoi mit nude.

D6 1a Herlock Sholmes. Ong ta 14 tay boi cit, va v&i nhitng sai boi dai,

manh mé, dang ti€n vE€ phia chi€c thuyén cia Folenfant.

“Can dam nao, 6ng Sholmes.” Folenfant hét. “C6 chiing t6i day. Ti€p
tuc phat huy di a... Ching t6i sé kéo 6ng Ién... Chit ntra, 6ng Sholmes...

Hiy bt 18y soi thing.”

Vién thdm t& ngwoi Anh tom 187y s¢i thing ho quéng ra cho 6ng ta.
Nhwng trong khi ho dang 161 6ng ta 1€n thuy€n, 6ng ta nghe thd'y mot giong
dang sau minh néi: “Chia khéa mé cira bi mat, thwra dng, ving, ong s& ¢
né. Toi kinh ngac thd’y t&1i lic nay 6ng van chwra c6 nd duoc. R6i sao? N6
s€ dem lai lgii 16¢ gi cho dng? T&i lic &y Ong s€ thua tran...”

Ng6i giang chan thodi mdi trén chi€c thuyén bi 14t Gp, Lupin ti€p tuc
néi v&i diéu bo nghiém trang, nhw the anh ta hy vong thuyét phuc dwgc

dich théi cia minh: “Ong phéi hi€u, 6ng Sholmes than mén, chfmg can lam



gi ca, tuyét doi chaalng ¢an. Ong s& thi’y minh & vao tinh thé & hai...”
“Pau hang di, Lupin!” Folenfant hét.
“Anh 13 @6 v6 gido duc, Folenfant. Anh cit 11 toi. Toi dang néi...”
“Dau hang di, Lupin!”

“Qi! Troi o 1a troi! Trung si Folenfant, nguwdi ta chi d4u hang khi gip
nguy hi€m. Chic chén anh khdng vo vit bdo rang tdi dang gdp nguy hiém

day chir?”
“L’an cud1 cung, Lupin, to1 kéu goi anh dau hang.”

“Trung si Folenfant, anh khong dinh giét t6i, ¢6 1& anh mudn bin cho
toi bi thwong vi anh s bi€t dau tdi tr6n thoat. Nhwng nho lai 1a vét ti
theong thi sao! Hay nghi xem anh s€ tha’y hdi ti€c the’ nao! N6 s€ khién

anh dau x6t khi veé gia ddy.”
Stng no.

Lupin 130 ddo, bam 14y s0ng thuyén mot doi, roi tudt tay va bién mat

dwdi lan nuwoc song.

Nhirng sw kién bén trén dién ra chinh xdc ldc ba gio'. Ping sdu gior, nhw da
bdo trwedre, trong chi€c quan qua ngan va chiéc 4o khodc qua chiat mwon cla

ong chu quan tro & Neuilly, so' mi vai flannel va mi lwoi trai, Herlock



Sholmeés budre vao cdi khué phong trén dwong Murillo, sau khi da nhén 6ng

ba d’Imblevalle rang minh mu6n thwe hién mét cudc tham van.

Ho thdy 6ng ta dang buwdre t&i bwdre lui trong phong. Ong ta trong that
bu'6n cwoi trong bo d6 ky la, t&i mirc ho khong nén cwoi dugrec. Voi dang
vé tram ngam, hai vai gip vé phia trede, 6ng ta di nhw ngwoi mdy tw cira
sO d&n ctra ra vao, roi tr cira ra vao dén cira s6, moi [an déu ciing s& budc
chan va déu cung mot cung céch.

Sholmes dwng lai, cAm 1én mot vat trang tri nhd, xem xét mot cach may
moc, roi lai ti€p tuc buwde. Cudi cung, dieng virng triede hai vor chong, 6ng
ta héi: “Co gia sw c6 nha khong?”

“C6, c6 &y dang & ngoai veeon voi 1 tré.”

“T6i mudn c6 gia sw c6 mat trong cudc tham van nay.”

“Li€u c6 can thi€t?”

“Thwa 6ng, dng hay kién nhan mot chit. T nhitng thyc t& toi sdp stra
dwa ra cho 6ng, 6ng s€ tha’y sy c6 mat cda co ta la can thi€t.”

“Puworc. Suzanne, em goi ¢6 2y nhé?”

Phu nhén d’Imblevalle dirng day, di ra ngoai, va gan nhw 14p tirc quay
vao cliing Alice Demun. C6 gia sw, hoi xanh xao hon binh thwong, ding
dwa vao mot chi€c ban, tham chi khong buon héi tai sao minh bi goi.
Sholmes khong nhin cd, nheng dot ngdt quay sang 6ng d’Imblevalle, noi
voi giong khong cha’p nhén loi dép tra: “Thwa Ong, sau vai ngay diéu tra,
t6i phdi nhéc lai ciu t6i di néi khi mdi t&i: Cdy dén Do Théi bi mot ngudi
song trong ngdi nha nay danh cip.”

“Tén cua ké trdom?”



“To1 biet.”
“Chirng cr?”
“T6i c6 day @i ching clr chirng minh sy viéc.”

“Nhung ching t61 yéu cau nhi€u hon th€". Chung t6i mudn 127y lai vat

ma't cip.”
“Cay den Do Thai ay a? N6 dang trong tay t01.”
“Con chudi vong deo c¢d ngoc mit méo? Chiéc hop dung thudc 14 hit?”

“Chudi vong deo ¢0 ngoc mit meo, chi€c hop dyng thudc 14 hit, va ta't

ca cac vat bj 18y ma't & vu trdm thir hai dang trong tay t6i.”

Sholmés hai 1ong v&i cude ddi ddp day kich tinh nay. Ong ta ciing thich
thii thong bdo cdc chién thing ciia minh vé&i cung cdch ngdn gon &Y. Ong
Nam twdc va v Ong ta kinh ngac, nhin Sholmeés vé tham tdo mo, d6 chinh 1a

lovi tan dwong nhiét 1iét nhat.

Ong ta thudt lai ciin k& cho vor ch'ong 6ng Nam twéc nhirng gi minh
thwe hién trong ba ngdy vira qua. Ong ta néi vé viéc kham phd ra cudn sich
day bang chtr cdi, viét I1én mdt to’ gid'y cdi cau dworce tao thanh bdi cac chir
cdi bi ma't, roi toi viéc Bresson di ra bor song, viéc con ngwoi gian hling
ndy tu t, va, cudi ciing, t&i cudce chién da'u véi Lupin, vu ddm thuyeén,
viéc Lupin bién ma't. Khi éng ta ding 101, 6ng Nam twde ha giong néi:
“Bay gio thi dng da cho ching tbi biét ta't ca, trie tén cta ké trom. Vay 6ng
budc td1 a1?”’

“T6i budc toi ké da cit cdc chit cdi & cudn sach day bang chir cdi, va da

lién lac v&i Arséne Lupin bang nhirng chit cdi nay.”



“Lam sao 0ng biét viéc lién lac &y dwore thie hién voi Arséne Lupin?”

“Chinh Lupin cung c&p thong tin cho t61.”

Sholmes dwa ra mot mau gid’y wot nhoet, nhau nat. P6 1a trang Lupin
da xé twr cudn so ghi chép ctia minh, va viét nhirng chir céi kia.

Sholmés néi v&i vé hai long: “Ong s& nhan ra ring hin khong bit budc

phai dwa cho t6i mau gidy 8y, qua do6 ti€t 16 danh tinh minh. Chi vi cdi théi

tré con ma hén da trao cho tdi chinh xdc thong tin t6i mudn c6.”

“N6 1a gi vay?” Ong Nam twéc hoi. “Toi khong hicu.”

Sholmes 12’y but chi vi€t lai cac chwr cdi vachu s6.CDEHNOPRZ
E O -237.

“O?” Ong Nam twdc néi. “Pé 1a cac chir cdi va chir s§ lic nay chinh
ong da vi€t ra cho chung t61 xem.”

“Khong. Néu 6ng nhin can thian nhw t6i da nhin, 6ng sé thd'y ngay cum

nay khong gi6ng cum lic nay.”
“Ching khac nhau & mat nao?”
“Cum tw nay c¢6 thém hai chir cdi, mét chit E va mét chi O.”
“That vay. T6i khong d€'y.”

“K&t hop hai chir cai nay voi chir C va chir H, hai chir cdi con lai sau
khi chiing ta tao dworc ttr répondez roi, 6ng sé dong y véi toi rang tir duy

nha't ¢6 kha nang ding 1a tw écho®.”
“Nhu theé” nghia 1a thé’ nao?”

“T6i da kham pha duore toan bo cau chuyén vé mai lién h¢ gitra Arséne
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Lupin va ké dong 16a cua han.”

Sholmes dwa ra bay to bdo, mé dén trang tw, chi nhirng dong sau day:

Ars. Lup. Phu nhan khan cau dwgc bao vé. 540.
540. Pang doi tinh ti€t cu the. A.L.

A L. Bi ké thu ki€m soat. Thua mat.

540. Hay vi€t dia chi. S€ ti€n hanh di€u tra.

A.L. Murillo.
540. Cong vién. Ba gic’. Hoa violet.

237. Hiéu. Th Bay. S€ 1a sang Chad nhat. Cong vién.

“Ong goi d6 1 toan bd cau chuyén !I” Ong Nam tude thét 1én.

“Phai, va n&u 6ng chiu khé 18ng nghe t6i ma’y phiit, téi cho rang toi c6
the’ thuy€t phuc 6ng. Dau tién, mot phu ntr 12’y bi€t hiéu 1a 540 khan cau
duoc Arseéne Lupin bao vé. Pdp lai, hin dé nghi cung cap cdc tinh tiét cu
th&. Nguoi phu ni tra 10 ring co ta dang bi k& thi ki€m soat va ¢ ta thua
ma't néu khong c6 ai t&i gitp do. K& thu & day chic chin chinh 13 Bresson.
Lupin con ngo’ vire, chira mao hi€m an dinh mét cude gip go voi nguoi
phu nir xa la, doi cung c&p dia chi va dy dinh diéu tra. Ngwoi phu ntiv lwong
Iy sudt bon ngay, hay nhin ngay thang day. Cu6i cung, vi Bresson de doa,
vi tinh th& bét budc, co ta danh cung cap tén phd 1a Murillo. Hom sau,
Arséne Lupin thdng bdo hin s& c6 mit tai cong vién Monceau lic ba gid va
yéu cau nguoi trao doi thong tin chwa quen biét kia cai hoa violet d€ nhan

dién. R'6i viéc trao d6i thong tin bi ngit quing trong tdim ngay. Bay gio thi



Arséne Lupin va ngeoi phu niv chaalng can lién lac qua bdo ntra vi ho da gap
g6 hoiic viét thw tryre tiép cho nhau. K& hoach dworc sip x&p theo cich nay:
P& thda man nhitng yéu ciu ctia Bresson, nguwdi phu nit s& d4nh cip cay
den Do Thai. Ngay thyc hién chwa an dinh. Ngwoi phu nt kia, vi tinh than
trong, trao d6i thong tin bang cch cit cic chir cdi tir mot cudn sach, quyét
dinh ngay thyc hién 1a thit Bay va dé nghi thém: Hay h'di 4m trén to Echo
237. Lupin h'i 4m rang minh da hiu va s& c6 miit tai cong vién vio sdng
Chu nhat. Sang Cha nhét, vy trdm xay ra.”

“P¢ thure sy 12 mot chudi chirng cir gidn tiép tuyét vori, ta't cd cac mat

xich @éu hoan chinh.” Ong Nam twdc noi.

“Vu trdm da duorc thye hién.” Sholmes ti€p tuc. “Sang Chl nhat, ngwoi
phu nt di ra ngoai, néi v&i Lupin viéc minh lam, va mang cdy dén Do Thai
t&i cho Bresson. TA't ¢4 di dién ra chinh x4c nhw Lupin dw dodn. Cdc nhan
vién thyce thi phédp lut, bi ddnh Itra bdi 6 ctra sO mé, bdn cdi 16 trén nén
da’t va hai v&€t xwdc trén lan can ban cong, 14p tirc dwa ra gia thuyét 1a ké
trdm da dot nhap tir bén ngoai vao. Ngwoi phu nix binh an vo sw.”

“Vang, t6i phai thi thyc ring gia thuyét ong dwa ra hop Iy 1im.” Ong
Nam twde néi. “Nhwng con vu trom thi hai.”

“Vu trdm thir hai xua't phat tr vu trdm thir nha't. Cac to bdo da twong
thuét viéc cay den Do Thai bi€n ma't nhw thé nao, va c6 ké ndy ra k&€ hoach
tdi dién vu trom, 13y n6t nhirng gi con lai. L'an nay, chfmg phéi mot vu trom
gid vor, ma la mot vu trom thue s, mot ké dao twong khoét ngach chinh
cong, dem theo thang va cac dung cu khac.”

“Drong nhién l1a Lupin...”

“Khong. Lupin khong hanh dong ngu ngdc th&’. Hin khdng nd sing béin



nguwoi vi ly do vat vanh dau.”
“Viy ai?”

“Chéc chén 13 Bresson, va ngudi phu nit bi gi de doa khong biét diéu
nay. Bresson la ké da dot nhap vao day, Bresson la ké bi toi truy duoi,

Bresson 14 k& bin Wilson tdi nghiép.”
“Ong chéic chin cht?”

“Tuyét d6i chic chdn. Hom qua, mot trong nhirng k& dong 16a v&i ga
da viét thu cho ga, trwedre khi ga ty sat. Bire the xdc nhan ké dong 16a nay
va Lupin chwa thwong lwgng xong viée tra lai ta't ca cac vat bi an trom &
nha 6ng. Lupin doi tra lai ta't ca, vat dau tién (tirc 1a cay den Do Thai) ciing
nhuw tit ca cac vat bi 18y ma't trong vu trdm thir hai. Ngoai ra, Lupin dang
canh chung Bresson. Khi Bresson twr song tr¢’ vé nha dém hém qua, mét

nguwoi clia Lupin cling bam theo ga gidng chiing t6i.”
“Bresson ra song lam gi7”
“Puwgrc canh bao vé nhirng ti€n tri€n trong viéc diéu tra cua toi...”
“Pwoc canh bao w? Ai canh bao?”

“VAn 12 ngudi phu nit kia, c6 ta thye sw s¢ ring néu cay den Do Théi bi
phét hién thi viéc 1am tdo bao cua cd ta cling s€ bi phat hién. Do d6, sau khi
dwoc canh bao, Bresson da g6i ghém ta't ca nhirng thr ¢6 th€ khién ga than
bai danh liét va ném xu6ng mdt chd ma ga nghi sé€ c6 th€ 14y lai sau khi
nguy hi€m qua di. Chic chin sau khi tré vé, bi Ganimard va toi bam theo,
nhirng tdi 16i khdc cin rirt lrong tAm ga ghé g&m t&i mikc gd hodng loan, tw
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sat.

“Nhwng cdi géi deng nhirng gi?”



“Cay dén Do Thai va cac vét trang tri khac cia 6ng.”
“Vay thi ching dang khong & trong tay ong.”

“Ngay sau khi Lupin bi¢nh mat, t6i loi dung vu tim tdp do hén ép budc,
di chuyén t&i vi tri Bresson da lya chon. O do, t6i tim tha’y cac d6 vat bi
d4nh cdp dwoc dung trong tdi vai lanh bam ddy da't cat. Ching dang nim

kia, trén ban.”

Ong Nam tudc lang ling cét day, xé toac 16p vai lanh wét 4t, 16i cay
den ra, vin mot con ¢ dwdi chan dén, tach bau den lam doi, va 6ng ta
trong thd'y con qudi vat trong than thoai Hy Lap bing vang, gdn ngoc dd va

ngoc luc bao.

N6 nguyén ven, khdng strt mé gi.

Tuy b€ ngoai c¢6 vé ty nhién va cic sy kién don gian la da dwoc trinh bay
Tan lwot, tinh huéng &y chira dwng mot cdi gi d6 hét sirc bi kich. N6 1a loi
budc i chinh thic, truc tiép, chang the béc bd doi vdi co gia sw, ma
Sholmeés ném ra qua ting twe ngte. N6 con 1a sy im lang day &n twong cda
Alice Demun ntra.

Khi loi budc toi cang ldc cang thém manh mé, phii phang, cac tinh tiét
dan dan ch'dng cha't, khong mot thd cor trén gwong mat ¢6 dong day, khong

mot chiit ghé t&m hay khi&p so’ ndo 1am gidm vé diém tinh trong cip mét



trong tréo. C6 nghi gi? Va nha't 1a co s& néi gi vao thoi khic trang nghiém
khi ¢6 can phai néi, can phai bao vé minh, rit dirt s¢ri xich chirng cr
Herlock Sholmes da that khéo 1éo quan xung quanh c6?

C4i thdi khéc 4y t&i roi, nhung ¢d géi van im Ling.

',9

“Hay néi di! Hay néi di!” Ong d’Imblevalle kéu 1én.

Co gdi nin thinh. Vi vdy 6ng ta nan ni: “Hay néi m6t 101 minh oan cho
cd. Hay n6i mot 1o pht nhén, va toi sé tin ¢6.”

Co6 dit khoat khong ni.

Ong Nam twéc budce t&i bude lui trong tinh trang bi kich dong. R'6i
quay sang Sholmes, 0ng ta bao: “Khong, thwa 6ng, tdi khong thé tin, toi
khong tin. D6 1a nhirng t0i 161 khong the xdy ra dwge! Viéc nay ngworc lai
v&i tat ca nhirng gi t6i bi€t va v&i t't cd nhikng gi toi ting chirng kién
trong ndm qua. Khong, tdi khong thé tin.”

Ong ta dit tay 1én vai vién thdm t& ngwdi Anh, néi: “Nhung thwa ong,

ban than dng, dng c6 tuyét ddi chic chin ring minh ding khong?”’

Sholmes ngdp ngwrng, ki€u mdt ngwoi bi hdi dop mot cdi, khong the tra
loi ngay. R'6i 6ng ta mim cwoi, néi: “Chi con nguoi tdi vira bude tdi, nho
vi tri cdia ¢ ta trong ngdi nha nay, m&i bi€t bén trong ciy dén Do Thai ¢c6
mén trang strc gin d4 quy tuyét diéu 4y.”

“Tb6i khong thé tin dwoc.” Ong Nam twée 1p lai.

“Hay hdi co6 ta.”

Vi c0 gai da khién Ong ta tin twdng mdt caich mu quang, do6 thyc sw la

viéc ong ta dang 1€ s€ khong lam. Nhung 6ng ta chaalng the’ kiém long hon
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nwra. Ong ta ti€n d€n cho c6 gai, nhin vao mat co, néi: “La cd w, thwa c6?
La cd da 18y moén trang stirc &y w? La ¢6 da trao doi thu ti voi Arséne

Lupin va ti€n hanh an trdm v?”
“La to1, thwa 6ng.” CO6 gai dap.
C6 khong h€ nhin xudng. Khong mot chiit xau ho hay khi€p s¢’ nao

bi€u hién trén gwong mat co.

“C6 th€ vay v?” Ong d’Imblevalle 1m bam. “Toi chflng bao gio tin
dwore. Trén doi nay tdi ¢d nghi ngor ai thi nghi ngo’ chir khéng nghi ngo’ ¢6.

Co6 da hanh dong ra sao?”

“T6i da hanh ddng chinh xac nhw 6ng Sholmes md ta. Pém th Bay, t6i
vao khué phong, 18’y ciy deén, va sang hom sau td6i mang né tdi... cho nguoi
dan Ong ay.”

“Khong.” Ong Nam twée néi. “Diéu ¢ gid vor nhwe minh di 1am 1a diéu
khong the.”

“Tai sao khong thé’a?”

“Vi sdng hom sau tdi tha'y ctra khué phong con cai then.”

Co gdi do birng mat, nhin Sholmes nhw th€ @€ hdi y ki€n. Sholmes kinh
ngac trude s ling tdng cia c¢o. Co ching biét néi gi w? Loi thd toi da xdc
nhan nhirng gi Sholmés twong thudt vEé vu trém ciy den Do Thai chi d€ che

day mot sy do1 trd hay sao?

Ong Nam tudre ti€p tuc: “Cira khéa. Toi tha’y né & tinh trang y nhw ltc
toi roi khodi khué phong dém hom trueére. N&u ¢d vao bang cira d6, nhwr cd
dang lam ra vé th&’, thi phai c6 ngwoi mé né cho cd tir bén trong, tikc 1a tw

khué phong hodc tr phong v’ chong t6i. Nao, khéng ¢6 ai trong hai céan



phong nay... khong c6 ai tree vor toi va t6i.”

Sholmes cui dau, hai ban tay 6m 18y mat che gidu cam xuic. Mot tia
sang dot ngdt 16e 1én trong tdm thirc 6ng ta, khi€n 6ng ta gidt minh va lo
1ing quéd d5i. Ong ta da khdm phé ra ta't ca, twa h'd man swong day dic bat
chot dwogre vén 1én va ngwoi ta trong thd'y ro rang toan bo quang canh budi
sém. Ong ta vira byc bdi vira x4u hd, vi nhitng suy luan va gia thuyét ciia

ong ta hoan toan sai [am.
Alice Demun vo0 t61!

Alice Demun vo6 t0i. Nhan dinh d6 giai thich cho cam giac b6i rdi xua't
hién trong Sholmes k& tir Itic dng ta bit dau hudng nhirng 1 bude tdi kinh
khiing vao co gdi tré. By gio thi dng ta da nhin ra sy that, dng ta da biét
dwore sy that. May gidy trdi qua, Ong ta ngang dau, nhin phu nhan
d’Imblevalle v&i vé tiy nhién nhat ¢6 the€. Ba ta trong xanh xao, nét xanh
xao khdc thuong trum 1&n ngudi ta khi ngudi ta & vao nhitng thdi khic 4c
nghiét nha't ctia cudc doi. Hai ban tay ma ba ta ¢d ging gid'u di ¢t run ban

bat nhw th€ méic chirng liét rung.
“MOot phit nira th6i.” Sholmes ty nhu. “Ba ta s€ d€'10 sw that.”

Ong ta ditng vao gitra hai v ch'dng, mong ngin chin dwoc nguy cor
khing khié€p, vi sy sai Tam chia Ong ta, ldc b’y gio’ dang de doa ho. Nhung,
nhin 6ng Nam twdc, 6ng ta bang hoang dén tan tdm can. Sy hinh dung dang
so’ kia da hién hi€n trong tdm tri 6ng d’Imblevalle. Cung mdt y nghi da hinh
thanh trong d4u 6c ngwdi chdng. Ong ta ciing da hi€u! Ong ta ciing da nhan

ra su that!

Alice Demun tuy€t vong quang minh vao sy that phu phang, hong ngan

no lai. Co no6i: “Thwa 0ng, 6ng dung da’y a. To6i nham. Té1 khong vao qua



ctra nay. Toi tir virdn lot vao tién phong. .. bang thang.”

D6 12 nd Iyc cudi cung clia sy tin tAm chin thwe. Nhung 13 nd lyc vo
ich! Lo 1€ nghe gia d6i. Giong néi khoéng ¢6 strc thuyét phuc. Co géi toi
nghi€p chaalng con 4nh mét trong tréo, can ddm va vé ngiy tho' ty nhién da
khién nguwoi ta cadm tha’y hét sirc dang tin twdng. Lic bay gio, ¢6 cii ddu
khua't phuc.

Sy im ldng tré nén day dau don. Phu nhan d’Imblevalle cho doii dong
thdi ti&p theo clia ch'ong, long tran ngdp ndi lo s¢. Ong Nam twdc ¢ vé
dang chién da'u véi mdi nghi ngd déng sor, nhw the dng ta ching cam tAm
pha v& hanh phiic. Cudi cung, 0ng ta bao vg: “Hay ndi di! Giai thich di!”

“Em khong c6 gi ma néi véi anh cd.” Ba ta dap 1i nhi, nét mat nhin
nhum lai vi dau kho.

“Vay la... co giasu...”

“Co gia s da ctiru em... vi tAn tAm... vi yéu mén... va da ty budc toi
minh.”

“Ctru em khoi cai gi? Khoi ai?”

“Khoi ngwoi dan dng d6.”

“Bresson u?”

“Vang. Anh ta de doa, lam em phai song trong sy s¢ hdi... Em gip anh
ta tai nha mot ngwdi ban... va em di dai dot nghe 161 anh ta. Oi! Khong c6
gi ma anh khong th€ tha thit. Nhwng em da viét cho anh ta hai birc thuw...

hai birc thw anh s€ dwgrc doc... Em phai chudc lai ching... Anh biét la

bang cich ndo... Oi! Hiy x6t thwong em!... Em di dau khd vo ciing!”



“Co! Co! Suzanne!”

Ong Nam tuéc gio hai nim dA'm 1én, s&n sang ddnh vo, sin sang giét
vo. Nhwng r'oi 6ng ta lai budng hai tay xuéng, 1am bam: “C6, Suzanne...

Co!... Co6 the vay u?”

Bing nhitng ciu ngén ngii, roi rac, phu nhan d’Imblevalle thuat lai cau
chuyén day dau don, viéc ba ta bang hoang nhén ra sy bi 0i & ga dan 6ng
kia, sy an nan hdi hén, sy s¢’ hdi cia ba ta. Ba ta cling néi t&i viéc Alice
Demun d3 hét 1ong tan tuy, da tha'u hi€u ndi mudn phién clia ba chi, khién
ba tin tedng ma tho 10 moi di€u, da gwi thuw cho Lupin, va da bay mwu thyc

hién vu trom d€ ctru ba chu khdi Bresson.

“Co, Suzanne, ¢6.” Ong d’Imblevalle nhéc di nhic lai, cii dau day dau

don, tai hd. “Lam sao ¢d ¢ thé?”

Cung budi t6i hdm do, chi€c tau thiy hoi nwdc Thanh London tuyén Calais
— Dover tw tr lwot di gitka séng yén bién lang. Troi t61 thim, gid chi hoi
hiu hiu. Phén 1é'n hanh khach da tré vEé cdc cabin riéng, trir vai ngwoi, 1a
nhitng ngwoi diing cdm hon, van dang dao choi trén boong hodc ngu trén
nhirng chi€c gh& xich du 1é'n, cudn minh trong nhirng ti'm mén du lich.
Nguoi ta ¢ the€ trong thad'y, diy d6, dom Ira ctia mdt di€u xi ga, va nguoi
ta c6 th€ nghe thd'y, 1an trong ti€ng gi6 ri rao nhe nhe, nhitng giong ndi mo’

h'0, than trong ha xudng cho hoa hgp voi cdi im ang vo cung cda dém.



Mot trong s& cdc hanh khach, ndy gio’ ctr buwdre tdi budre lui trén boong,
dirng lai trede midt mot ¢d gdi dang nam trén chi¢c ghé&” dai, chim chi nhin
cd, va, khi ¢6 hoi ddng day, 6ng ta néi: “Co6 Alice, tdi twdng ¢6 dang ngui.”

“Khong, 6ng Sholmes, tdi khong budn ngu. Téi dang suy nghi thoi.”

“Suy nghi vé cdi gi? N&u t6i ddm danh bao ho6i?”

“T61 suy nghi vé phu nhan d’Imblevalle. Ba 2y hin 1a ra't bat hanh.
Cudc doii ba Ay bi hiy hoai r'6i.”

“O! Khoéng, khong.” Sholmes voi va ddp. “Sai Im clia ba &'y du phai
sai TAm nghiém trong. Ong d’Imblevalle s& tha thir va quén di s viéc. Sao,
tham chi tredc khi chiing ta roi khoi d6, cach cw x& cua 6ng 8y ddi voi ba

Ay cing da nhe nhang roi.”

“Co th€... Nhung 0ng 4y s€ con nhd 1au... va ba &y s€ con chiu nhiéu
kho'so.”

“Co yéu theong ba ay?”

“Rat nhiéu. Chinh tinh yéu cta t6i d6i voi ba &y da cho t6i sirc manh
mim cwoi khi t6i dang run ray vi so hai, da cho t6i can ddm nhin tric dién
ong khi tdi nhirng mudn trdn di d€ 6ng khong trong tha'y.”

“Va cd an han khi roi bd ba dy?”

“Phai, rat an hén. T6i khong ¢ ho hang than thich hay ban be gi ngoai
ba ay.”

“C0 s& c¢6 ban be.” Vién tham t ngedi Anh néi, mui 1ong triede ndi
mudn phién cta cd gai. “To6i da hira nhw the'. T6i ¢6 nhirng ngwoi ho

hang... va chiit it th& lgc. T6i xin cam doan ring c6 sé khong c6 1y do gi d&



ho1 ti€c khi sang Anh.”

“C¢ 1€ 1a th€, thwa Ong, nhung du gi thi phu nhan d’Imblevalle ciing
khong & d6.”

Herlock Sholmes ti€p tuc dao choi trén boong. Ma'y phut sau, 6ng ta
ng'6i xudng gan nguoi ban d6ng hanh ctia minh, nh'di tau, quet mat bon
que diém ma chwa cham Itra dwgc. R6i, vi chaamg con que di€ém nao, Ong ta
ding ddy héi ngwoi thanh nién ng'di gan O6ng ta: “Phién anh cho t6i xin que
di€ém.”

Nguwdi thanh nién mé hop, quet mdt que diém. Anh 1ia soi sang khudn

mat anh ta. Sholmes nhan ra d6 chinh la Arsene Lupin.

Néu vién tham t& nguwoi Anh khong thé hién mot dong tac ngac nhién,
tuy cyc ky kho thd’y, thi Lupin da nghi Sholmes biét t&i sy hién dién cta
anh ta trén con tau nay r'oi. Nhung 6ng ta ché ngy tinh cdm mdi tai tinh 1am
sao va ctr chi ung dung ma&i ty nhién lam sao, khi 6ng ta chia ban tay ra cho
doi tha.

“Strc khde th€ nao, anh Lupin?”’

“Hay qua!” Lupin thdt [én, khong kim dworc ti€ng kéu day ngwong md

trede sy di€m tinh cda vién tham t& ngeoi Anh.
“Hay qua! Ma tai sao?”

“Tai sao w? Tai vi tOi xud't hién tredc 6ng y nhw mdt béng ma, chi vai
tiéng dong h'6 sau khi 6ng trong tha'y t6i chét dudi duwdi song Seine 161, va
nho sy kiéu hanh, mét pham cha't dich thyc ctia ngwoi Anh, 6ng khong
may may boc 16 chiit ngac nhién nio. Ong chio tdi cit nhr mot sy dwong

nhién vay. O! Tbi xin nhic lai: Hay qud! Thdt la ddng khdam phuc!”



“Piéu d6 c6 gi ma dic biét. Nhin cdi cach anh roi khoi thuyén, t6i da
bi€t ra't ro 1a anh ty y rovi thoi, va vién dan chang tring anh.”
“Va ong bd di khong can bi€t chuyén gi xay ra cho t6i w?”

“Chuyén gi xay ra cho anh w? Sao, t6i bi€t chix. Trong vong nira ddm,
cé it nha't nam tram ngwoi dang dirng & hai bén bo’ song. Néu anh thoat

chét, anh chéc chén ciing s& bj bit.”
“Nhwng to61 dang c6 mat tai day.”

“Anh Lupin, ¢6 hai nguoi trén doi nay khong bao gior khién toi phai

ngac nhién. Thir nhdt, 1a ban thén toi, va th hai, 1a anh.”
Hiép woc hoa binh da dwoc ky két.

Cho dii Sholmes c6 khdng chién thing trong cudc giao tranh v&i Arséne
Lupin, cho du Lupin c6 ti€p tuc 1a ké thu duy nha't dng ta khong bao gio hy
vong tém ¢& dwoc, cho d, trong qud trinh dién ra cudc giao tranh, 6ng ta
khong ludn luén the€ hién dwoc rﬁng minh trén cor, thi, nho bén bi va s& hteu
trie gidc phi thwong, vién tham t ngwoi Anh da doat lai dwge cay deén Do
Thai cling nhw vién kim ceong xanh. C6 1€, Tan nay, doan k&t khong dwoc
e 16’ 14m, dic biét dudi géc nhin clia cong ching khan gid, vi Sholmes bét
budc phai gitr im lang vEé hoan canh doat lai cay dén Do Thai, va tuyén bo’
ring 6ng ta khong biét k& trom 12 ai. Nhung trung thuc ma néi, Arséne
Lupin dd'u v&i Herlock Sholmes, mét tham ti dd'u véri mot tén trdm, chéng

ai thing, ching ai thua. Ma mdi ngudi déu gianh théng loi ca.

Do d6, lic nay, ho c6 thé€ chuyén tro nhw hai d67 tha hao hiép, da buéng

bo vii khi va rd't ddi ton trong nhau.

Trudc dé nghi cia Sholmes, Arséne Lupin thuét lai cdu chuyén tr6n



thoat ky la.

“To1 xin phép dwore goi 1a cude tron thoat nghe cho né an twgng.” Anh
ta n6i. “Chtr né hét stirc don gidn! Céc ban t6i lic bd’y gio dang cham chiam
ngdng toi vi toi hen ho gap t6i & da’y 18y lai cay den Do Thdi. Thé 1a, sau
khi dwdi chi€c thuyén bj 14t Gp it nha't niva ti€ng dong h'6, nhan ldc
Folenfant va nguoi ctia anh ta dang mai tim ki€m xdc t6i doc theo bo’ song,
toi treo I€n tr6c chi€c thuyén. Cac ban t6i chi viéc phong thuyén mdy qua
va kéo toi 1én. R6i ching tdi phdng di trede nhitng ciip mét givong 1én
nhin ciia ddm dong dang sirng sd't, trong d6 c6 cd Ganimard va Folenfant.”

“Gidi 1dm.” Sholmés tho't 1o khen. “Hanh dong dau vao di’y. Va bay

gio thi anh c¢6 viéc sang Anh?”

“Vang, vai tai khodn ¢n thanh todn... Nhung t6i quén chwa hoi... Ong
d’Imblevalle thi thé¢’ nao?”

“Ong &y biét ta't ca.”

“Tat ca! Ong Sholmes than mén cua tdi, toi dd bao 6ng thé nao? Tn
hai &'y bay gio chiang khic phuc dwoc nira. N&u ldc trwede cir d€toi xix 1y vu
viéc theo cach cua ri€ng tdi lai chang t6t hon hay sao? Thém mdt hogc hai
ngay, toi da c6 th& 14y lai dwoc nhitng mén d'6 bi Bresson danh cép, tra
ching cho 6ng d’Imblevalle, va hai cong dan lwong thi€n kia s€ c6 the song
v&i nhau ém 4m, hanh phic mai mai. Pang nay...”

“Ping ndy.” Sholmes néi v&i vé miét thi. “Toi lai di x40 cc quan bai
va gieo mdi ba't hoa vao mét gia dinh ma anh dang che cho.”

“Troi 01! Pwong nhién lic &y t6i dang bao vé ho. Mot con ngwoi clir

phéi dn trom in cdp, Itra ddo gat gdm, 1am nhirng viéc tOi 10i sudt sao?”



“Vay anh cling lam nhurng viéc tot dep?”

“Khi t6i c6 thoi gian. VA lai, téi thd'y né6 dem dén niém vui. Ti du nhw
ldc bay gior, trong chuy&n phiéu lwu cudi cling cla ching ta, t6i thd’y hét
sttc thid vi khi t6i da 12 mt thién than c6 ging gitip d&, ctru v&t nhitng con
ngudi gip phdi rii ro, bat hanh, con 6ng di 12 mdt dc than gieo ric ndi that
vong va nrgc mét.”

“Nude mit w? Nwde mit w?” Sholmés phan doi.

“Prong nhién roi! Gia dinh d’Imblevalle tan vor, con Alice Demun thi
phai khéc 16c da’y thoi.”

“Co ta khong ti€p tuc gidu gi€m dworc nra. Mot ngay nao dé, Ganimard
s€ phat hién ra c0 ta, va, thong qua c6 ta, tom cO phu nhan d’Imblevalle.”

“Hoan toan ddng, thwa dng. Nhung 10i thudc vé ai co chir?”

Hai ngwoi dan 6ng di ngang qua. Sholmes hoi Lupin, giong than mat:

“Anh c6 biét hai ngwoi kia khong?”

“T6i cho la t6i nhan ra dworc mot nguwoi, 1a thuyén tredng trén chié€c tau

thiy hoi nwdc nay.”

“Con nguoi thir hai?”

“T61 khong bi€t.”

“P¢ 1a Austin Gilett, ngwoi gite vi tri & London teong tw nhw ong
Dudouis & Paris vay.”

“Oi! May min 1am sao! Ong 1am on gi&1i thiéu t6i nhé? Ong Dudouis 1a
mot trong s6 nhirng ngwoi ban than thi€t caa toi, va toi s€ rd't han hanh

duorc ndi dieu trong ty ve Ong Austin Gilett...”



Hai nguoi dan 6ng lai di ngang qua.

“Va néu toi dap rng losi @€ nghj caa anh, anh Lupin?” Sholmes dirng

day, nim 14y cd tay Lupin bing ban tay ctrng nhw thép.

“Thua Ong, tai sao Ong gitr tdi chit the? Tdi hoan toan s&n sang di theo
ong ma.”

Thyc t€, Lupin ctr d€ minh bj 16i di, khdng mdt chit khang cy gi. Ba
chidng con nhin thdy hai ngudi dan 6ng kia dau. Sholmes réo budc. Nhitng

mong tay ong ta thAm chi bam vao thit Lupin.

“Nao! Nao!” Sholmes kéu Ién, giong ¢6 phan bon chon ha'p tdp, phu

hop v&i diéu bo. “Nao! Nhanh nira.”
Nhung 6ng ta dot ngdt dung lai. Alice Demun dang di theo ho.

“Thwa c6, co6 dang lam gi thé”? C6 khong can di theo. C6 khong duore di

theo!”

Nguwoi dap lai 1a Lupin: “Thwa 6ng, 6ng sé tha’y ring c6 &'y khong tw ¥
di theo. Tdi dang ndm cd tay cd &y ciing chit y nhu 6ng dang nam cd tay toi
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vay.
“Tai sao?”

“Tai vi t6i cling mudn gidi thiéu c¢6 &y. Vai tro cla ¢6 ay trong vu ciy
den Do Théi quan trong hon vai tro cda tdi nhi€u. Tong pham cua Lupin,
tong pham cua Bresson, ¢6 &y ¢6 quyén thuat lai viéc 1am tdo bao cua co
&y va Nam twdc phu nhan d’Imblevalle, ciu chuyén cua cd &y ta't khién
ong Gilett, v&i tu cdch mot vién chirc phap luat, quan tim siu sic. Va bang
cach gidi thiéu céd cd &y ntra, Ong s€ dwa sy can thi€p ddy tw bi hy xa cua

ong 1én d&€n mrc khong th€ chiu dung dwgc.”



Vién tham t& ngwoi Anh budng tay Lupin. Lupin budng tay Alice

Demun.

Ho ding nhin nhau ma’y gidy, lang im, bat dong. R'6i Sholmes quay lai
chd chié€c ghé& dai, ngdi xudng. Lupin va cd géi theo chin ong ta.

Sau h'6i 1au khong ai néi gi cd, Lupin cat loi:

“Thwa 6ng, Ong thd'y ddy, ba't ke ching ta ¢6 lam gi, ching ta cling
khéng bao gior & mdt phia v&i nhau dwoc. Ong & bén nay chién tuyén, toi
& bén kia. Chiing ta c¢6 th€ chao nhau, bét tay, néi d6i ba cau chuyén, nhung
chién tuyén thi van ludn ludn con d6. Ong sé van 1a Herlock Sholmes, tham
te, va toi, Arsene Lupin, tén trdm hao hoa. Va Herlock Sholmes s€ ludn
luén tuan theo — mot cach ty nhién nha't dinh, mét cach thich dang nha't
dinh — ban nang cia mdt tham ti, d6 1a truy duoi, va, n€u ¢ the, tom co
duwoc tén trom. Con Arséne Lupin — tuin theo ban niing trom cip ctia minh
— $€ ludn ludn ban rén v&i viée tron tranh ban tay ciia vién tham tk, cling
nhw nhao co't 6ng ta, n€u c6 the. Va, [an nay, anh ta ¢ th€. Ha ha ha.”

Lupin phd ra cwoi, vira lau cd, vira dc doc, vira dang ghét.

R'6i, ba't cho't trd nén nghiém tic, anh ta quay sang Alice Demun.

“Thwa cd, cd c6 th€ chic chén rang, k& ca roi vio budce dwong ciing, toi
cling khong phéan boi ¢6. Arséne Lupin khéng bao gio’ phan boi ai, dac biét
nhirng ngwoi anh ta thwong mén, cam phuc. Va, liéu t6i c¢6 dwoe phép ndi
ring, toi hét sitc throng mén, cdm phuc nguwdi con gdi dang yéu, can dam,
ma cd da the’ hién ra tw dau dén gio?”

Anh ta 18y t& tdi 40 tAm danh thi€p, xé lam dodi, dwa cho cd gdi mot

ntra. Va v&i giong run run xic ddng, anh ta néi: “Néu k& hoach cfia 6ng



Sholmes khong thanh, thwa cd, ¢d ct t&i chd ti€u thee Strongborough, ¢6 ¢
th€ dé dang tim tha’y dia chi cta c6 4y, hiy dwa cho c6 A’y nira tim danh
thi&p nay, dong thoi hiy bdo co Ay rang: Ngwoi ban trung thanh. Ticu thw
Strongborough s€ 1a ngwoi em gai hét long vi ¢6.”

“Cam on anh.” Alice Demun ddp. “Ngay mai t6i s€ gdp c6 ay.”

“Con bay gio’, 6ng Sholmes.” Lupin kéu 1én, v&i diéu bo hai l1ong cta
mot ngwoi dan 6ng hao hi€p da lam tron bon phan. “T6i xin chic 6ng mot
dém ngon gid’c. Phai mdt ti€ng d6ng h'd nira ching ta moi cip bo, nén toi
s€ tranh tha ngad trong thoi gian d6.”

Lupin ndm xudng chiéc ghé dai, g&i dau vao hai ban tay.

Ching bao 1au sau, nhitng véch dé cao chay doc b biéh nwde Anh bt
d4u hién ra trong lan 4nh sdng mdi lic mot rang ctia ngdy méi. Hanh khich
luc tuc tw cdc cabin di 1én trén boong tu tip, hdo hirc nhin vao bo bi€n dang
mdi ldc mot gan. Austin Gilett lai dao qua, dwge thdp tung b&i hai ngwdi

dan 6ng ma Sholmes nhén ra la hai mat tham cta Scotland Yard®.

Lupin van say swa ngu trén chi€c ghé’ dai.
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