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Chwong 1: Tiét Tw

Nguyén long ki€p sau, ludn vi thé quan, t6t xa'u khong phan .

Nay ta y&u nhwoc, khong th€ nhw treede, thinh giri hai bong hoa, 18y
dang cho Phat.

([’J'ng loi thdi ti Thuy theo 1o kinh Phat).
Phan mdt: Dau chu sa Phat an

Du & trong lich s cuia thoi ki méng mudi - mii mo’ - da man, tan khd'c
va day riy vu thuit, boi todn, tO-tem[1] cling khong the chdng d& ndi voi
quyén th&". C6 nhirng nha st hoc so sanh né voi 4c ma, ngdn tay thd cirng,
d6t ngdn tay chi hoi ding strc gdp lai s€ nirt ra mot khe hé va ¢6 dm thanh
truyén ra. Rat nhiéu sinh ménh vd vong bi n6 thao ting da phdi tudn ting
cung v&i nd. Sau ma’y ngan nadm tam t6i, van minh bi xé rach thanh tirng
manh, nhwng van minh da hoc dwoc cach bao dung, dét thanh mot tai'm
lwdi, lai vo tri gidc thay doi, dong hda da man. ..

[1] To-tem: &6 ddng - vt t& - vat the ty nhién, hay gip nha't 1a dong vat,
dwoc nguoi Anh-Diéng & Bic My coi nhu biéu twong ctia mot bd tdc hoic
gia dinh.

Nguyét An Than nhé ra doan vin trén nay khi dang ng'6i trén xe lta
dén cdt mbc bién gidi tinh Cam Tic, nhin qua ctra sO xe, c6 the' thad'y nhirng
hang bach dwong h'dong nhat héo rii pha't pho bay theo tirng con 16¢ cat
vang. Chung khi€n khong khi hoang vu kéo dai dén tdn nén van minh nhan
loai & ngay bén canh, n€u nguwoi cling vi hoan canh ma tirng buwdc da man
nhw tdm 4n rdi, vy vin minh sé 147y tw the’ gi d€ d6ng héa né?
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Co hoi chau may roi mé mat, gitra &n dwong[2] c6 mot vét thwong nho
nho mau do sdm, phang pha't nhw da'u chu sa ciia mi nhan.

[2] An duong: diém gitra hai hang 16ng may.

Khi ghi danh thi vao nghién ctru sinh, cac gidang vién déu néi dua voi
cd: Khong nén hoc hoi hoa, 1€ ra nén vao khoa khdo c6 - dién mao cd cuc ki
giong mot cd gdi thoi ¢ dai: cdm nhd lai nhon, hai gd ma tring non va ndt
chu sa gitra hai hang 16ng may. Dul ai nhin vao ciing cho ring c6 sinh & thoi
cO dai!

Co6 luén mim cwoi than nhién, nhw mot ¢6 gai trong birc hoa thoi Tong
bwdrce ra, vat vdy nhe nhang pha't pho. Tranh doii Tong chu trong & nét buit
trau chudt va thuan mac[3], thoat nhin v€t tich trén mat gia’y Tuyén Thanh,
trong 10ong ¢6 cling chodng vang khi nhin ting thwdc td'c gwong mat, hoac
sau hofic nong, vi sic thdi trén d6 v&i grrong mit cd nhw mdt. Cho nén, ban
than Nguyét An Thén ciing nghi ¢d gio'ng birc tranh Tong Triéu, theo thdi
gian cham rai mai mot, nhan nhat vui gian, nhan nhat sau thwong, phang
pha't nhw Birc Phat phd' d6 ching sinh, khée miéng hoi nhéch vé than
trong, khi€n ngwoi khac nhin vao khong thé doan ra 1a hon hay gin, la
bu6n hay vui.

[3] Thuan méc: mot 161 v€ ctia Trung Qudc, dat nghi€ng ngon but 16ng
quét myc khd nhat d€ the hién van d4 va mit nam mit bic cta ndi, sau khi
phéac ra dwong nét chung.

Nhurng ¢6 gdi it khi, hodc khong bdc 10 tdm tw ra ngoai nhw th& ra't khé
dam luin chuyén tinh yéu, co nghi.

Trén tay c6 la mdt chi€c vong tay anh trai tdng, mau xanh lyc dam, duoc
khéc thanh hinh bay do4 hoa sen, chinh gitra 12 nim bdng sen, hai hoa con
lai & hai swon, khong bié€t dung loai vat liéu gi mau xanh den két lai, mdc
mac, c¢& xwa lai xinh dep. Chiéc vong niy nam & buru dién hon mot thang,
khi Giang Hoa 18y vé giup cd, anh néi dua, “Anh trai em that la ki quai, th
@6 th& nay ma ciing chuyén cho em.” Chwa ai tha'y Nguyét An Thin tic
gidn nhw ngay hom doé, c6 14p tirc chia tay v&i anh, cling 1a ngwoi yéu duy
nha't & dai hoc. Sau nay, cd cling khong the’li giai tai sao lic &y ¢6 lai noi



gian, c6 1€ 1a mor h'6 cam tha’'y Giang Hoa khong nén cham choc tai'm long
ctia ngwoi anh trai dang & xa co.

C6 1& & trong long An Thn, Tryc L8i 1a mot vi than linh ludn ludn
khién cho ngwdi khdc phai ton kinh va ngwdng mo, thim chi khi Truc Loi
1o tay lam ¢ bi thwong, cudi cling lwu lai mot vét seo nhd gitra tran, cd
cling cdm thay anh nhw 1a mot vi than vi va't va giai thoat cho ¢6 ma lwu lai
mot da'u vét, hoa v&i mdu, bién thanh 4n ki dd sdm ki 4o trén co thé co.

Ciing vi vay, Giang Hoa néi ¢6 khong binh thwong. Ngwoi hoc nghé
thuat rat khong binh thwong, ¢ I€.

Nhé toi Giang Hoa, ¢6 ludn sé nhéch khée miéng, cwoi nu.

Anh 1a mot ngwoi cdi mé, thich mang sy ¢ mé cfia anh bao phu
nhirng ngwoi xung quanh. Néu khong phai anh kién quyét néi chiéc vong
tay Truc Ldi ting thanh mot bd xwong khd, An Thian ¢6 1€ sé khong chia
tay v&i anh.

Xwong kho? Giang Hoa that bi€t nghi ra cach lam kho!

An Than tinh nghich gy méng tay vio giira vong tay, nheo mét nhin.

Chi€c vong kha nédng, cht yéu la b&i vi bay bong sen kia. Co6 khong biét
loai gd nao c6 the sinh ra strc ndng 1d'n nhw vay v&i mot vat nhd nhuw the’
nay.

Con virong mdt loai hwong khi nhan nhat ctia cdy hoéc diép[4]. Nghe
anh trai néi loai hwong hofc diép quy bdu nay chi c6 & Tay Vuc thdi c&
dai, dung lam cdng pham cho hoang d¢".

[4] Hoéc diép: mot loai cAy c6 14 ra't thom, diing 1am thudc.

Vay ¢6 c6 the€ goi la ntra quy toc?

Mot ¢ bé con 7, 8 tudi ngdi doi dién c¢6 nhin cham cham tay c6, “Oa”
mot ti€ng khoéc ré 1€n, bo nhao vao 1ong mot thi€u phu, rai'm rit: “Me, con
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SO'...

Me ¢6 bé 4m tham nén giin, li€c mat nhin An Than mot cdi, roi moi
quay sang an i con géi.

An ThAn ngo ngdc ng'6i tai chd, vé mit xa'u hd. Sao chi, ¢d c6 1am gi
doa con bé 3y sao?

Xe Itra cham rai chay vao tram dung Pén Hoang. An Than cuoi cuoi td
vé ¢6 10i v&i hai me con, xé4ch hanh Ii chuih bj xuéng.p>

Hai mét c6 bé dAm 1& nhin nang, héi me: “Me, d6 1a quy sao?”

Me ¢6 lau nwdc mét cho cd, dm c6 vao long, 14m bam: “Khong phai,
khong phai, lam sao c6 the?”

An Thién stng s0t, nhin vé phia vong tay, van 12 mau xanh den, hoa sen
nhw cii, bay doa.

Pon Hoang 1a mot thanh phd’ co xwa va thian bi.

Vao thé' ky thir 4 sau cong nguyén, gidi tang Itr dung bun da't & day, nan
ra canh tay Quan Am tron va nhdn min d4u tién, bit d4u tir khi do, cdi tén
DPon Hoang di khong con géin lién v&i nhitng banh xe lich st clia tran
gian.p>

Khi An Thén di ra sdn ga, toa thanh c& bj pha trong 4nh tich dwong clia
bau troi chi€u hdm, hién 1én dwdi dnh sang vang ryc, bong lodng, cat vang
& phia sau lam tang thém lich s& phong tran, khi€n Pon Hoang thoat nhin
nhwr m6t vi mi nhén tuoi x& chiéu, sa mong hwr vd mit mo’ che khua't mat
nang, nhirng dwong nét nhw ¢6 nhw khong lam cho thdm tim ngwoi khac
sinh ra y niém mu6n trdm ngé toan canh.

Sur huyén bi 1am con ngudi khic khodi.

Pap chan 1én 1&p da't bun dic trung ciia Pon Hoang, An Thian twa h'o
cam giac dwgrc mdt loai stec manh to 1on siu kin, nhe mudn ban than hap



din ting phi€n dat hat bun & noi diy. Trong nén vin hda va nhirng trang
sach str, bao nhi€u hai cdt sinh mé&nh nga xuéng dat nén méng cho toa
thanh vi dai nay? Trong gi6 dém, chung nhw héa thanh 1t 1t h'dn phéch,
mang theo tung ti€ng leng keng mo’ h'd kho phan biét, di vE phia cd.

Co khé vudt vai sgi toc xod xudng dudi chan may, thd'y phia 161 ra c6
mot ¢O géi tré, cAm mot thé gd ri't 1on, trén mit dung myc mau xanh den
viét tén cd, kicu chir L&[5]: Nguyét An Thin, vira nhin thi chi biét 1 chir
Vi€t cua anh cd.

[5] Chtr Lé: mdt trong 5 ki€u chir doi Han.

Co gdi thd’y An Thén, budc d€n gan co, ting cho An Than mot nu cwoi
tuyét mi. C6 ndi: “Cud1 cung c6 da xua't hi¢n.”

Cudi cung c6 da xua't hi€én?

Vi sao lai 1a “cu61 cung”?7p>

An Thén nhin geong mit xinh dep mo 40 nhw swong, nhw khong hé ¢6
thwc, mé man. Trong dau c¢6 dot nhi€n hi€n 1é€n hinh anh mot cd gai dau doi
mil phwong khan quang vai[6], nhin ¢6 cwoi, ¢ lic quyét tuyét, c6 ldc ai

oan.

[6] Khiin quang vai: mdt phan trong 1& phuc cta phu nit quy toc Trung
Qud’c ngay xua.

Nang néi: “ Cud1 cung ¢6 da xua't hién...” Sau d6 gio’ tay, mdt con gao
gam sac bén cam vao nguc cd. An Thian thd'y mau tudn ra tir nguc cd, ngay
lic d6, mot ngwoi dan 6ng quan 4o 16ng lay di toi. ..

Co gai kéo tay co, n61i mot cau: “bi thoi!”.

An Than c& ném khdi dau nhitng suy nghi hdn don, cdm gidc ro rang
ban tay dang nim 1a mot thye the Am dp.

“Co6 lam sao ma biét to1 la ai?”



“Bdi vi gitra trdn ¢6 ¢6 mOt &n hdng.”
An Thén nhe nhang n& nu cwoi, hodi ¢6 gai: “Co tén gi?”

“Lau Lan.” C6 gai tra 1oi, cham rai giai thich: “Chinh la trong quéc gia
co Lau Lan[7] trong lich si.”

[7] Lau Lan: La mo6t quéc gia c0, ton tai vao th& ki thi IT Truwd'c Cong
nguyén nim & viing Pong Bic sa mac La B& & viing Tan Cwong (nay
thuoc Trung Qudc). Chi ti€t da ndi & trén.

Nhin gwong mat tram tw ctia An Thién, ¢6 ta cwoi ceoi: “Anh trai cd
h6ém nay cé viéc, nho téi t&i don ¢d.”

“Bi€t anh trai tdi mudn to1 d€n ¢ chuyén gi khong?” An Théan chan
cho.

Lau Lan lai cwoi twoi, khong tra 1.

Hai nguoi di t&i mot thi trdn nhd & viing phu can Ndi Minh Sa. An
Théan nhé noi @6 hinh nhw tén 1a Dwong Gia Kiéu. Trong mét birc thu,
Truc Loi tng cyce ky kich dong cho ¢6 biét khi & Dwong Gia Kiéu da phat
hién m6t mon d6 vat ¢o dai cuwc ky quan trong, vé phian 1a phat hién gi, anh
chwa tong 10 ra.

O t6 chay thong tha, tai ddy hinh nhw khdng c6 bi't cir cong trinh xay
dwng hay cham tr6 nao. C6 1€ lich st twr lic ban dau da mudn vung da't nay
la noi d€ nhirng thir nguyén so’ tu hoi?

Ngoai ctra sO xe, mOt ddi ngli dai nhirng ngwoi dwa dau, trén tay nguoi
dan 6ng di dau 12 mot con chim wng, canh chim mau lam dim, 4nh mét sic
bén, oai vé dirng th?ing trong tay anh ta, khi thé"thong dong. Co6 dau gitra
nhirng ba mdi vay quanh bud'c qua mot cai yén ngua, lap tirc tay ngwoi dan
ong gio’ 1én, con chim wng cling vit bay, dang rdng hai cdnh, ndn na giwra
khong trung.



“Pay 1a phong tuc huyén bi da c6 t xwa & Pon Hoang. Thoi di€m ga
cwdi, chid r€ phai phong sinh mot con chim wng, twong treng cho ‘tién d6
v6 han’, con ¢6 dau khi vao ctra phai buwdc qua mot cdi yén ngwa, voi ham
y 12 ‘cd d&i binh an’.” Giong néi 6n hoa ctia Lau Lan truyén t&i, An Than
gat gt dau, td vé da hi€u. “Loai phong tuc nay da cé ti bao 1au?” C6 cam
tha’y hinh nhw ¢6 da thad'y qua & m6t noi nao d6. C6 1€ 1a to mot mau
chuyén xwa, c6 1€ 1a trong mét ky niém se‘ip lui tan, & mot sa mac cat trong
trdi, mot khung canh tran ngip sic h'ong nhan mot dip mirng nao dé.

“Phong tuc ‘t&" wng’ thit ra di bit dau xuat hién tir trede doi Tan, doi
khi ciling dung nhan d€ thay th€’, c6 1€ dwoc kéo dai dén Puwong tri€u thoi
Ngii Dai[8] thdm chi xa hon. Con phong tuc ‘khda yén ngya’ can ctr theo
nghién ctru ctia cdc nha st hoc ¢6 1& bit du tir nhitng nim dau doi
Puwong.”

[8] Ngii Pai: Nam tri€u dai thay doi nhau thdng tri ving Trung Nguyén:
Hau Lwong, Hau Brwong, Hau Tan, Hau Han, Hau Chu & Trung Quéc,
907-960.

“Hinh nhw cai gi c0 cliing ra't ro rang.” An Than hoi vudt cam, nhin vé
phia co gai.

V¢ mit Lau Lan xua't hi€én mot tia ddc y, “Dung 1a cdi gi toi cling ra't 1o
rang.” CO ta noi.

Mot con gid théc vao cira sO xe, ril tung nhirng s¢i téc clia hai nguoi.
An Thién dwa tay vuét mot lon toéc ki quai dam 1én dudi 16ng may cta co.

Lau Lan kinh ngac nhin vao c0'tay cd, thi thao: “Anh &Yy... Hod ra vt
nay anh 8y ctung cho ¢6...”

An Th#n nhin chiéc vong tay, mau xanh den trén chiéc vong di thodng
nhat bot. “Co van dé gi sao? Pay la qua sinh nhat anh hai tang cho t6i khi
t61 20 tuoi.”

Lau Lan quay d4u nhin ra ngoai ctra s0, nhiu may néi: “Khoéng, khong
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cO van deé gi.



An Thén ling ting, ng'di sitng s&, chinh gitra v&t thwong mau dd, 4nh
sang di theong 1oé 1én. Suy nghi clia c6 lai bt dau hdn don, phang pha't
nghe thd'y 4m thanh leng keng ctia luc lac mo h'6 tr novi xa xam nao do,
‘dinh, dinh...” truyén toi, xuyén qua ranh gioi khong gian va thoi gian,
theo gi6 d€m pho phé't truyén vao tai...

“Cao Xwong binh, nhr swong tuyét,

Puwong Vweong binh, nhw nhat nguyét.

Nhat nguyét chi€u swong tuyet,

Ky ha ty dién diét?”[9]

[9] Dién gii: Quan Cao Xwong, nhur swong tuyét,
Quan Bwong Veong, nhw nhat nguyét,

Nhat nguyét chi€u vao swong tuyét,

Bao lau thi tiéu diét?

Cau ca hao huing tan trovi cao, tran ngdp - n'6ng hon mui khéi thud'c
sing, vit cao gitra bui da't mit mu.

An Than hoadng hot d&i theo cét vang ménh mong gitta cudc hanh trinh,
lai tha'y cd gdi mi 1€ trong tri nh&, nang cai lwgrc vao bui téc, ba't lwc ding
& ven dwong hoang vu, phia sau nang 12 nhitng binh si ¢& dai dic thing,
dang hung h'on hat vang: “Cao Xwong binh, nhw swong tuyét. Pueong
Vwong binh, nhw nhat nguyét. Nhat nguyét chi€u swong tuyét, ky ha ty
dien diét!”

Co nd lyc trdm dp suy nghi, c6 khién tw duy hoat dong nhw binh thwong.
Kho6ng hi€u vi sao tw khi ¢6 bwdc vao Pon Hoang, mot vai hinh anh roi rac,
ngan ngdi trong dAu ctt nhwr 4n nhw hién, phdng pha't nhwr nhitng cong rong
réu trong nwdc, cd mudn viron tay bét lai, nhung chiing lai gido hoat 1ah di.



“C0 dang nghi gi?” Lau Lan ghé sat vao c0, hdi. Dén ldc nay, c6 mdi
chi y: Dang vé cta Lau Lan va ngwoi con gai trong do giac rat giong nhau!
C4 1€ vi vira r'oi ¢6 da k&t hop loi Lau Lan va khong khi lich st dic biét
ctia Bon Hoang v&i nhau m&i ndy sinh ra do gidc vé thoi co dai. Co nghi
dén day, lién hoi 14c 15c dau.

“Chting ta sip d&n noi roi!” Lau Lan phdt qua ¢ tay ¢d, ndi: “C6 mét
mdi sao? Hay I1a ngi mot mét lic cho khoé?”

Nhitng 1¢i nay nhw mot ciu than chd théi mién, An Than d6t nhién cam
tha’y mi mét rat ning, than th€ tya nhrr mot ciy lda gié[10] lo Iirng trong
nudc, mo’ h'o noi [énh bénh. Vi thé ¢6 kéo do khodc, twa vao vai Lau Lan,
ndng né€ ngu.

[10] Lia gié: mot thir lda wa cd’y rudng cé nwdre, mot ndm chin hai mua.

Trong lic ngd mor, cd lai gdp ¢6 gai trang phuc cd dai, c6 dung nhan
tuyét mi nhw Lau Lan. Nang ng6i trén mdt khoi da 1on, dwong nhw birng
chéi trong sic dd nhw mau, nhin An Than cudi ai odn. Nang néi: “Ta cho
ngwoi that kho s¢, ki€p tredc dén ki€p nay, cudi cung nguoi da xuat
hién...”

An Thn thd’y trén tay nang, c6 mdt chudi vong hoa sen, bang bach ngoc
trong ra't 6n nhudn, so voi chi€c vong trén tay ¢6 gidng nhau nhw dic. “Co
la ai?” C6 héi nang.

Nhung nang khong tra 1¢i. Nang gio’ tay, mot con dao gim sic bén trong
phut choc dam vao nguc cd, chi€c vong tay hoa sen bach ngoc dinh day
mau c0, theo thoii gian, cham rai thdm vao, chadm rai ngwng tu, kho di,
phong hod thanh sic mau xanh den.

Rt cudce 12 ai dang trinh dién man bi kich lich st nay?

La c0, la Lau Lan, hay l1a ngwoi con gai khong biét tén kia, ndp & mot
gbc t0i am u, Am tham ni non...
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Co tinh lai trong lic dang ngad trén mot cdi giwong cirng don so'. Trong
phong rat t61, khong bat deén, nhung tir ctia sO trén mai nha, bong triang
sang td xuyén qua, chi€u vao, canh twong nhw khi than Gié-hd-va doc than
chu ctru vot thé nhan, dnh trang mo’ 4o va déu dan phd 1én chan ném thanh
mot tAng dnh sdng bang bac mdng manh. Co6 tha'y, twr trong bong dém hé ra
mot grong mat giong hét mat minh.

“Anh,” ¢ goi anh, “Em ngu lau chwa?”

Nguyét Truc Ldi vud't téc cd, ti€ng néi khan khan trong dém den vang
1€n kha dot ngdt. Anh ndi: “Néu em tha’y mét, ngu bao lau cling khong
sao!”

“Vay Lau Lan...”

“Coayverol”

“Em muon...”

“Caéi li bén tay phdi em, phia ban tra.”

Truc Loi ludn biét cd6 mudn néi gi d& ndi tredre cho ¢d bidt. Co vwon tay
phai, cdm li udng mot ngum nwde, nwde ¢é mot thi hwong vi méan dang
nh¢ nhe, dwong nhw 1a vi cia nwdc mat, trong moi phan ti nhw chd't chira

st tan ra va ndi ai odn.

Trong khi udng nwde, cd6 khdong nging nhin anh. Téc anh that 1du khong
duoc cit, nhitng lon dai trim xudng phia dudi, cim 16m chédm rau. Bo
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dang nay khié€n 1dong c6 nhdi 1én mot ndi chua x6t, xem ra Truc Loi 1am
viéc vO cling vat va. “Anh, anh goi em t¢i D6n Hoang lam gi?” C6 dat li
xudng, thi'y Truc Ldi déng 1én, chAm Ira 4y ngon nén, dnh nén 1ap lanh
khién cho khoang td1i rai day trén birc tranh dwng lai nhw mét chi€c bong
yén On, nhr mdt thir &m h'dn, theo ngon lira ma lay dong v6 chung.

Anh khong néi 1oi nao, chi cam mot xap gid’y thé rap da dwore dong lai
dua c0.

“Pay 1a...” M4t An Thén sang 1én, bich hoa[11] c& dai sao!
[11] Bich hoa: tranh vé€ trén twong.

“Pay la thir ma tuén tredc bon anh phat hién trong ngbdi mé cd & vung
phu can Dwong Gia Kiéu. Bon vach teong huyét md day nhirng hinh vé
miéu ta quang canh cd dai, thir nay 1a m6t phan nhd trong d6. Anh khong
c6 hi€u biét gi vé hoi hoa, con em thi bi€t, cho nén gido sw Tién nho anh
tim ngwoi hd tron.”

Gido s Tién qua loi Truc Loi chinh 13 Tién Duyét Nam, ngdi sao sdng
trong gi&i khao ¢d. T nhitng nim 70 cla the ky truede, dng bat dau cong
viéc khai quat nhirng di chi & P6n Hoang va nhirng ghi chép lién quan, sau
d6 bién soan lai. Khi An Th4n con & dai hoc, da tirng nghe dng bdo céo
trong giang dwong chinh, @€ tai hinh nhw 1a “Ti€ng vong clia van hda Tay
Vuc”. C6 nhé 1o bai giang ctia 6ng ra't 16i cudn, c6 dé cip dén nhirng bich
hoa trong Hang Mac Cao cung Hang Du Lam, khi€n c6 cdm thdy v6 cling
hitng thd, ciing béi 1y do niy, ¢d bat dau nghién ciru vé bich hoa.

“Bén trong cd md ciing dang c6 bich hoa sao? Céc anh gilt gin bang
cach nao ma hoan hdo th& nay?” C6 nhin nhirng dwong cong tron tru va nét
ve tinh mi trén mat gid’y tho rép, khong khai than phuc.

“Ngoai nhirng thir nay, bon anh con phat hién mot xac wdp phu nir.”
Truc Loi quay lwng, “DAay ¢6 1€ 12 phét hién trong dai chi dirng sau phat
hién qud’c gia co' Lau Lan & khu viee h'é Lop Nor[12] nhirng nam 80 cta
th&’ky tredee.” Giong ndi clia anh thit binh than, khéng chdt nao gidng voi
nhtrng dong chir kich dong trong 14 thw anh viét gui co.



[12] Lop Nor (La B6 Lac): Mot ving da't, nay 1a ho mudi va dam lay
cat gitra Taklamakan va Kuruktag ndm vé phia nam cfia neéc cong hoa
DCND Trung Hoa.

An Thén nhin anh mot cich mong cho, hdi: “Cho em nhin mét chuit,
dwoc khong?”

“Em ndéi xem?” Anh cwoi, yéu thwong vudt téc ¢6, nhirng soi téc mém
ong nhu to’ luén luén lam anh mé€ mudi.

An Thiéan nhin dong h'6, doan chi ¢6 thé di vao hom sau. Dot nhién, co
phét hi€n chi€c vong hoa sen trén tay phai ctia c6 da khong canh ma bay.

Lau Lan, ngwoi dau tién cd nghi dén, tredre khi di vao gid’c nga Lau Lan
trng vudt qua tay co. La ¢6 &y cam vong tay cta cd di sao?

“Sao th&’, An Than?” Truc L&i nhin ra sy khong vui cia c6, ban tay xoa
dau cd cham rai ha xudng dwdi, xoa hai gdo ma giong hét ma anh. Di€m
khéc biét duy nha't 1a gitra trdn c6 c6 mdt “ndt ru'6i chu sa”, giong hét da'u
chu sa trén mét Dirc Phat ngan ndm vé trwede.

Tay anh nhe nhang vu6t ve vét seo, diu dang hoéi: “Con dau khong?”

An Th#n khé 18c d4u: “Anh, hét dau 1au r'6i. Anh nghi ngoi di, ngy mai
chuing ta con phai vao co mo.” C6 uyén chuyén day tay anh ra, hoi khé hieu
vi hanh ddng cua anh lai ¢6 thé than mat nhw thé - anh chic chin biét, 361
voi moi viéc, ¢d ludn lanh Iung than nhién. Chi tree nhirng birc tranh thom
nOng mui muyc.

Hoi hoa 12 cd thé gi¢i d61 v&i ¢0, 1a toan bd sinh ménh ¢6. Truc Loi
cham rai thu tay lai, xoay ngwei. “C nhw vy, em nghi ngoi cho khoé, ngt
ngon.” Anh noi.

“Ngut ngon.”

An Thén tha’y anh kéo ctra, tirng buedc mot thong tha ra ngoai. TAm
lwng anh bj nhiém 4nh tring ryc sdng, dan d'4n tan vao gitra béng dém,



phang pha't nhw mot sinh linh cye kho gitra nhirng chi€c banh xe thoi gian,
bi biin da't chon viii, mai mot, 16 ra ndi bi thwong cam chju.

Co6 nhe nhang déng ctra, bong trang ngoai ctra s6 dan dan doi vé hwdng
tdy nhw ¢6 gdi then thung, lai nhw khéo l1éo cwoi nu.

Tw Dwong Gia Kiéu d&€n Nuii Minh Sa ding 1 km, nhwng phai qua tang
fang bao vé m&i dén huyét co. Vung phu cin ¢6 moét noi da bi tan pha dén
khong chiu ndi dwore dan cw dia phwong goi Hoang mi€u. Twong mi€u
dung gach sdng ché thanh, thoat nhin nién dai thi kha 1a 1au doi. Khi di
ngang qua, An Than ngahg d4u, nhin vé phia canh ctra cii nat, mit trén mo
h'6 dé vai chtr nhan nhat.

“Anh, anh t&i xem nay.” C6 goi Truc Ldi, tim kié€m diém tya d€ leo 1én.

“Pay la cdi gi?” Anh cling da chd y toi chir viét, 167 chir Khoa Dau[13]
khong giong loai chir ma ngwoi dan ban dai Bon Hoang str dung. C6 diéu,
& thoi ¢O dai dac biét 1a thoi ky tw Tién Tan[14] toi Pwong Tong, Don
Hoang nim trén con dwong to lua, khoé tranh khai bi anh huedng boi van

hoa Tan Cwong vung Tay Vuc.

[13] Chir Khoa Pau: mot 167 chir ¢d, hoi gidng con nong noc, goi 1a
khoa dau van.

[14] Giai doan lich st cda Trung Qudc trede khi nha Téan thdng nha't.

Tw qubc gia ¢ Lau Lan d&€n Cao Xwong, Vu Dién, Quy Tw, Tay
Vuc[15] cac dan toc dung hop tao nén mét ving da't phire tap ma da dang
ve hé thong van hoa.

[15] Tén cac qudc gia cd thoi ba’y gior (thé' ky 7-8 sau CN).

C6 1€ loai chtr viét nay nho’ vao vi tri phdt tri€n ma tré thanh kiét tac cua
nhirng nguoi thg?

Anh nhin An ThAn cham réi dit tay 1én, ngén tay tinh xao cah than,
ngon trd va ngoén gitra tay phai hoi hién ra v€t chai vi v€ tranh. “Can than!”,



anh dirng phia dudi, lo 1ng.

An Thén cah than tim di€m tya cho co the, 16i tir ba 16 sau lung ra xap
gid'y tho rdp Truc Loi dwa, mé ra, trén mit gid'y 1a nhitng dong vén ty Khoa
bau, giong hét.

Truc L&i nhin An Than mé& nhitng trang gidy c& ¢ chit ra, lwét mét
qua, nhiu may: “Pay la chuyén gi?”

CO nhin vé phia anh trai mot cach h'o nghi.

“Chtwr vi€t & day va chir vi€t phat hi€n trong c6 md gidng hét nhw nhau.
Em van khong phat hién tdoa c6 mi€u nay va ngdi md cd cd xac wop nir kia
c6 quan hé¢ ki la nhw vay...”

“Chung ta vao xem di.” An Than ty di vé phia trudc, tredre khi bude
vao canh ctra cao ngd't cia mi€u tho, cd6 cdm giac minh nghe dwgc ti€ng
khéc niee né ciia mot dam nguwoi cyc ki bi thwong, bi thwong nhe mudn
chet.

DAan d4u 1a mot ngwdi dan 6ng, quan do 10ng 14y, than the gia ¢di. Chom
rau bac cdia dng xao xdc trong lan gié lanh, c6 nghe thd’y 6ng u sau doc, mo’
h'd nghe vai cau cudi cung: “Pai hang truy phic, thu Phat phd dd, ba't xa
thwong sinh, hweng véan twr bi, vu thi gia hang, phuc duy thuwgng hwdng!”[16]

[16] Dién dich: Phiic I6m gidng xudng, chju Phat phd do, thwong cho
dan den, mé long tir bi, quay vé phuc tiing, phii phuc dang I€.

“Q ho ai tai, hon phéach quy lai, phuc duy thwong hwdng!”[17] Nhitng
ngwoi di sau cing hoa giong bi ai.

[17] O hé ai tai, h'on phach quay vé, phii phuc dang 12.

“An Théan, em 1am sao vAy, tinh lai di!” Truc Li thad'y vé mit c6 hoang
h6t, dirng lang bén cira, khé vo vao co.



“A...!” C06 ¢6 khi€n minh tinh tdo lai, yén lang 1dm nham cau ndi cua
ong ldo trong 4o giac vai Ian.

Bén trong mi€u tho 1a mot khung canh tan pha khéng chiu n6i: Ba vun
va muc nét nhw tim man pha khip noi. Pon dong da sdp sup xudng, hoi
nghiéng vé mdt bén. Nhirng twgng Phat d€ ciing bai da bi€n dau mat, chi
con lai mot dai hoa sen ¢d doc nam & ngay chinh gitra.

“PAy 12 mi&u tho ‘Phat Nhién Ding’[18].” Truc Ldi nhin chdm chd vao
dai hoa sen, két luan.

[18] Phat Nhién Dang: Phit du tién trong 12 vi phat ciia Pirc Phat
Thich Ca Mau Ni. Khi sinh, chung quanh than sang nhw den, cho nén thanh
Phat goi 1a Phat Nhién Pang, dang nghia la den.

Cho ngdi ctia Phat Nhién Ding khong gidng nhw ngwdi thwong, 12 ndm
bong hoa sen giao ['dng vao nhau thanh hai fang trén mot bé do'. Twong
truy€n khi Phat Nhién Dang xudng tran, c6 mot nha sw “vi mudn dat thanh
ta't ca cac loai tri, si€u do cho ching sinh v6 lwgng khd” dang tang ngwoi
bay canh hoa sen, ndm canh roi xuéng, bi€n thanh dai sen, hai canh & hai
bén swon, K€ sat 0ng tay 40. Cau chuyén nay da dwoc ghi lai trong ra't
nhi€u Kinh Phat.

Hon nira & vung Tay Ve, Phat gido ra't thinh hanh, tin ngwong cha yéu
la Mani gido[19], vi vdy nhirng ngwoi & day thwong dung “Héa”, “Pang”
lam d61 twong d€ cing bai. B&i vay, & dia phwong ¢6 ra't nhiéu mi€u tho
“Phat Nhién Pang”, dwong nhién ciing c6 the tén 1a “Pinh Quang Nhw
Lai”.

[19] Mani gido (con goi 12 Minh gido) 12 mot gido phai bit nguén tir Ba
Tw, dwge lwu truyén rong rai & Trung Hoa thoi nha Pwong, gido phdi nay
tho 1tra, coi Itra 1a s sOng.

Trong nhirng bich hoa & Hang Mac Cao, B6n Hoang, cling ¢c6 th€
thwong xuyén thay vi Phat TG nay tay cam cdy dén d€ ching nhan dén
clng bdi, yén tinh an twong nhin tang ching (ngwoi xua't gia) thu (chiu)
kh&. An Thin d6i v&i nhitng cAu chuyén xwa trong Kinh Phat chuwa tirng



nghe qua, nhwng gitra ttém thirc phang phat ton tai mot s¢gi diy mong
manh k&t nd1i, vy quanh nhirng ky ¢ chén ddu nhiéu nam tw trong bun
dat, cham rai kéo 1én, d€ ching hién 1o rang & mot géc dau.

C6 nh¢ rd hinh nhw ¢ mot vi Phat di€m mdt 4n ki ngay gitra tran cd,
than trong voi ¢d: “Chd hdong phdp than, nhé 18y nho 187y !”

Nhét hoa nha't thé gidi, nha't thu nha't bo dé.[20]
[20] Mot cau trong kinh Phat.

C6 1€ ngdi mi€u tho nay dai gié dam muwa, vi hang ngan ndm trede ting
trai qua mot sy ki€n bi tham nao dé. Sinh linh [am than, tang chiing bo di,
van minh tan bi€n... Tat cd, cudi cung cling vi bi dd man thon tinh!

Truc L3i ditng 1én, 1c dAu ndi: “Anh nghi ngoai trir chir viét trén cira,
chd ndy gan nhw da bi phd hoai khong con gi. An Thién, di thoi!”

Co lanh dam, pha 14n ndi bi ai nhin lwdt qua dai sen con sét lai, nhé ti
mot ¢ gdi 4o xanh, tay ¢caAm mot binh nwdc, miéng hoi ham chira y cwoi,
ngam nga noi: “Nguyén long ki€p sau, ludn vi thé quan, t6t xau khong
phan 1i.”

Ngay ldc d6, cd ngtri thA'y mlii hodc hwrong nhan nhat tir trén ngudi
Truc Lbi.

Thoi di€ém ra khdi miéu tho, ho gdp Lau Lan, gido sw Tién Duyét Nam
va nguoi tror 1 ciia 6ng. Khi An Than nhin Lau Lan, c6 ta cudi twoi tea
hoa sen, khong c6 théan sdc clia mot ngwoi dang chot da. Gido s Tién deo
mot chiéc kinh, ding sau hai trong kinh, mét dng hoa nha va hién lanh.
Trén nguoi Ong mang day du dang vé ctia mdt vi hoc gia kién thirc uyén
bac. Sau khi gidi thiéu don gidn, An Than dwa cho gido sw Tién mot doan
vin ty cd da chép trong miéu thic, khong dai, chi mot doan ra't ngén.

“An Thén phdt hién nhitng chi¥ niy & trede ctra miéu, so sanh v&i chir
trong ¢ md, chiing t6i thd'y kha twong dong.” Truc Ldi dirng bén canh gidi
thich.

~



“Um, Truc L&i, con vao huyét mo 14y mot vai tor vin ty mau lai day.”
Gido sw Tién trong rat cham chd, cling khong ngang dau Ién.

Truc Loi cwedi nhwe miit troi, dwong nhw thay gido sw Tién 1am viéc 1a
mot loai vinh hanh. “Pwgc.” Anh néi xong, xoay ngwoi di ngay.

Lau Lan quay dau nhin anh mot cdi, lai nhin An Théan, vé mat tram tw.

An Than hdi: “Gido s, thdy cam tha'y ddy giong nhw dang vin ty ma
dan cw ban dia st dung sao?”

Giédo s Tién tram ngam noéi: “Rat kho néi. Nha Han khi hwng thinh
thwong st dung Khw L6 vdn[21], so v&i loai chir nay ciing kha twong tu.
Nhung chiing ta chwa ¢6 khdo chitng cu th€, khong th€ dé dang két luan.”

[21] Khw L6 vin: mot van ban phd bién tai cac khu viee 1on cua Trung
A va la m6t loai ngén nglr thwong mai quan trong trén con dwong tor lua va
trong cic ngoén ngwr Phat gido.

“Ciing c6 th€'la van ty Pién Tac?” Lau Lan buéng mdt cau.

“C0 ndi la van ty nwdc Vu Bién[22] sao?” Ngwoi tén Dwong Vanh, tror
If cia gido sw Tién 14c dau td vé hoai nghi: “Vu Dién nim phia trong Tan
Curong, van ty sao c6 the€ xuad't hién & BPon Hoang la viing ngoai Tan
Cuwong?”

[22] Vu Dién - nwéc Yutian (Khotan), mdt quoc gia ¢6 dai & Trung A,
cling nim trén con dwong to' lya, ndm trong lwu viee 1ong chio Tarim, con
dwong to lua trong long chao Tarim dwoc chia thanh hai 16 trinh di theo
hudng bic va hwéng nam, men theo cédc ria phia nam sé& di qua nudc nay.

Lau Lan n& nu croi: “Nhwng nhiéu dia phwong & bién gidi da't nwde
toi déu khai quat dwoc ra't nhiéu tién ¢ Ba Tw! D6 vat ngoai lai hoac van
héa ngoai lai truy€n ba dé€n nhirng khu vyc khéc cling khong ¢6 gi ki quéi.”

Gido su Tién ciing cudi: “Lau Lan néi ding. O'Pon Hoang da ting khai
quat dwo'c mot quyen sach ¢ ndi dung “Ghi chép vE phap luat — lich st Vu



bién”, dung van ty c¢o ghi lai. Kha nang truyén ba cting c6 th€ c6. Nhwng
nwoc Vu Dién va ngén ngr Vu Bién, ciing nhw van ty Vu Bién khong
dwore Iru truyén téi nay, it nhat dé€n nay, chiing ta khong c6 tw liéu veé ki€u
van tr d6 d€ so sanh.”

“C6 18.” Lau Lan cuoi thén bi, nhwng khong ai chid y t&i thai do lic ay
cua cO.

Truc L6i da dem mot chdng gid’y thd veé cho gido sw Tién. Gido s Tién
vO vai An Thian, sau sa néi v&i ¢6: “C6 1€ em xua't hién, cong viéc tim toi

nghién ctru ¢6 md cha chiing t6i s€ co ti€n trien. C6 1am cho tdt vao nhé!”

An Th4an khé cudi, tam biét Ong, theo anh trai di vé phia c0' md
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Chuwong 3: Truyén Thuyét

Bui dat 1 12 bay 1én, truedc mét déu 1a cit vang ménh mong, khudy dao
khip noi. Khéi Itra chién tranh gitra hai qudc gia tran ngip, lién luy vo s6
dan ching cuc kho, @6 than ngan van sinh linh vo t0i.

“T6i nghiét!” Ua't Tri At Tang chip tay triede ngye, cau may trén lwng
ngwa, mac day ceong buéng & mot bén, chang da bi quang canh tan sat trén
dwong 4m anh d&n khong the doi mét.

Chang 12 mot ngwoi 1€ Phat, thanh kinh ma thién Iwong. Tinh canh khéi
Itra nOi Ién bon phia, tram ho IAm than khi€n chang khong khéi budt ra mot
ti€ng thé than.

“Uat Tri tién sinh that 1a da cam!” Mot ngweoi dan 6ng con tré trung hon
so v&i chang cudi mot con ngya trang vuegt 1én, chay song song v&i chang.

U4t Tri At Ting mét mai thé dai, néi: “Thai ti, T4n nay di Pai Puong
1a 12’y than phan con tin, khong the khong khi€n than thwong cam.”

Ngudi bi goi 12 thdi tir - Thénh Thién — ciing nghiém mit thang lung, hér
htrng nhin vé phia Vu Dién.

Hoang d& nha Pwong Ly Thé Dan din binh thio phat niedc Cao Xwong,
cac nwdc phu cdn nhw Quy Tw, Thién Thién, Vu DBién[23] vi bdo toan chi lo
cho ban thin, cudng quyt phai thdi tir, cong chia cta nwdc ho va ti binh
Cao Xwong lam con tin, truc xud't d&€n Pai BPuong.

[23] Tén cac qudc gia thoi ¢6 & Tay Vuce, Tan Crong, Trung Quéc.
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D6 12 ndi bi ai ctia cdc qudc gia nhd yéu!

“Cao Xwong binh nhw swong tuyét, Pwong Vweong binh, nhw nhat
nguyét. Nhat nguyét chiéu swong tuyét, bao nhiéu t dién diét!” Cach do
khong xa, ti€ng hat traim duc cta quan Puong vang ddy ming thing loi,
hao khi bai hat cao vit tdn may xanh, lai tira nhi mét lwoi 1€, mt nhat mot
nhat ddm vao than th€ bon ho.

Twr xwa d€n nay, ba't k€'1a dan téc nao, chinh quyén nao hinh thanh,
cling phai dya vao mdu va da man m&i ¢é. Chi€n tranh mang lai cho ho ba
nghiép! Nhung d6i lai, chi con vai thap nién ngin ngiin chiim lo viée nude,
nghi ngoi 187y lai stiec. Nhirng ké & vwrong triéu k& thwra gitra sy binh yén an
nhan, lai thoa strc hwdng lac, vi thé” cang xa xi va dam dit, tan sat bura bai,
tan bao va cting khd'c chinh ndm quyén, réi chién tranh lai mot T4n thdi qua
dat nwdc Trung Hoa, lich s ¢ nhu vay tré thanh mét vong tuan hoan mai
mai khong thay doi, khong ngung quay déu.

Khép noi, titng mang ciy bui cd hé ra tirng khém hoa dai sic h'ong nhat,
phang phat nhw rang chiéu khi chang vang, 16 ndi khit khao vo han va hi
vong. U4t Tri At Tang xoay ngudi, nhin cat vang ding ding trén sudt cudc
hanh trinh, mot ngwdi con gdi vo cling diém 1& cai mot chiéc Iwoc vao bii
téc, ba't lyc ditng & con dwdng hoang vu, ddi mit ngéng nhin vé phwrong
Xa.

Xem ra, lai la mdt cd gai c6 than theé” dang thwong.

U4t Tri At Tang 14c dau, nhe nhang thic ngya, thong tha di vé phia
nang.

Chang xud6ng ngya, dat day cwong vao tay nang, noi: “Co nwong,
dwong xa xa x0i, ng'6i cho khdi dau chan.”

Nang nhin chang, cudi quyén ril, vieon doi tay tring h'dong, mém mai
tinh t&, trén cb tay deo mot chudi vong bach ngoc khéic thanh hinh hoa sen,
khé& nim day cwong, nhe giong néi: “Pata.”



U4t Tri At Ting hoi vudt cim, cdm thdy chang dd gdp qua co gdi nay &
noi nao d6, nhin ra’t quen thudc! Nha't la khi nhin chi€c vong hoa sen cua
nang, nam dod sen & gitra, hai doa hai bén swon, khi€n chang nhé té&i phap
toa[24] cia binh Quang Nhw Lai. Nhin ki, hod ra chi€c vong trén tay nang
qua that dwoc lam theo hinh dang ctia phap toa ma Pinh Quang Nhw Lai
van ngoi, chezlng qua dai hoa sen khi nhin 1€n lai nhw mot dod hoa xinh dep
khong veedong bui tran.

[24] Phdp toa: chd ngoi.

“Tién sinh ¢6 hirng thd v&i moén trang stre ciia Lién Tha't sao?” Giong
noéi nang thodng mot chiit ba't lwc, ha giong ndi: “Tién sinh ctru thi€p!” No6i
xong, thao vong trén tay xudng, d€ vao long ban tay chang, giong néi hoi
cao, khi€n cho binh si bén canh hoi chi y: “N&u tién sinh thich, vy nguoi
c¢am di. Coi nhw Lién Tha't trd nguoi tién thu lao cho con ngwa.”

“Co6 nwong khach khi roi.” Mt Ut Tri At Ting khong chit bién sic,
12y 6'ng tay 4o rong che khua't manh lua to’ tim trong tay, mit trén manh lya
day nhtrng nét chtr xinh dep.

boi lai ¢6 gai tén Lién Tha't cwoi ngwa, thong tha di theo dam binh si
dic thing, bén canh nang c6 ma’y vo si tay cam kich vai deo khién, mot tic
khong roi nang.

Thénh Thién thai tir thic ngyra vegt qua, xa xa trong thd'y mot dam quan
linh roi di, m&i chdm rdi mé miéng hdi: “Uat Tri tién sinh bi€t vi c6 nwong
kia sa0?”

Chang ldc dau: “Khong biét, nhung ma trdi con ¢ 1ong, ta khong the
tro’ méit nhin mot ni t& chju canh ling nhuc va tra tin.”

N6i xong, chang m¢ do 18y chi€c vong hoa sen va manh lya mdng nang
giao. Trén ta&'m lya |4 nhitng dong chi viét mau dé sam, khi¢h Uit Tri At
Tang khi nhin vao phai cau may ciang th?ing, lam bam: “Thién tai thién tai!”
Lién That chip tay: “Tién thi€p 12 ngwdi Lau Lan, theo ti ti vé nha ti phu
dwong thai, d&n Cao Xwong gap phai quan Puong, chealng khac sai lang.
Ching tham luyé&n sic dep ti mudi, mudn cdng cho vua Puong. Ti ti khong



theo, bi quan Pwong lam nhuc d&n chét. Than 6i! Mong ngwoi thién tim
gidp tién thi€p tranh dwoc bon ngwoi hung bao, huyét thw chira 1€, Lién
Tha't chip tay bdi lay.”

“P6 1a...” Thanh Thién hi¢m khi nhin tha'y Uat Tri At Ting td vé lo au
dén nhu the, voi xudng ngwra. Y cdm thay s viec dwong nhw bat dau xuat
hién van d€ kho giai quyét.

“Pién ha, ngwoi xem.” Chang ¢am 14 thw cua Lién Tha't giao cho thai
tee, vé mat do duw.

“Uat Tri tién sinh tinh 1am gi? Thién tdm cta nguwoi lai mudn noi 1én,
siéu do chung sinh?”

Théanh Thién va U4t Tri At Ting quen biét da lau, dwong nhién biét ro
cach chang d6i nhan x& thé nén kho tranh khéi & mot vai thoi di€m s€ ché”’

nhao chang vai cau, lam diu khong khi khan treong.

Co6 diéu, thai t& Thanh Thién nhin huyét thw trong tay lai nghi, nang kia
that qua mi 1¢!

“Thdi tt dién ha, khdng con sé'm, ching ta 1én dwong di.” U4t Tri At
Tang kéo con ngwa ma quan hau dang 1én, dap ban dap, nhady 1én lwng

ngua, phut choc, khi phach hién ngang bdc 10 ro rang.

Thanh Thién nhin chang kep chdt bung ngwa, quat mot tieng “bi!”, theo
hwdng quan Prong tién toi.

Y vAy tay, nhitng ngwdi cwdi ngrra phia sau ciing luc tuc tién 1én.

Sau lwng doan nguoi, Ivu lai tieng ddm twong do, xwong ¢6t day dic va
cat vang van dam...

Ngay lai ngay.

Ho di doc theo con dwong to’ lua hwdng t&i thanh Treong An, qudc do
cta Pai Puong, cham rii ti€n vé phia tredc, phong tran mét mi.



Cudi cung, phia trede d6i ngi cling ¢6 ngwoi truyén 1énh xudng dwdi,
néi sap d&n Thanh Nhién Ping, sau khi vao thanh c6 th€ nghi ngoi chinh
d6mn so’ qua, sang hdm sau di ti€p. Ta't cd moi ngwoi déu the gdp mot hoi.

U4t Tri Bat Cha't vud't riu mim cwoi néi: “ Thanh Nhién Pang! Truyén
thuyét 14 noi ma Pinh Quang Nhw Lai chuyén the”. At Tang, ching ta sip
c6 co hdi di chiém ngwong phéap than Dinh Quang Nhw Lai mot phen.”

“Phu than néi ding.” U&t Tri At Ting chip tay, thanh kinh cdi dau dap
lai. N6i d&n 1€ Phat, tinh than chang 14p tirc hitng khéi, m&i vira roi con
hoi do du.

“Uat Tri dai thic that 1a cao hing.” Thanh Thién thai t ng'6i trén lwng
ngwa cuoi twoi. Ua't Tri Bat Cha't va phu veong giao hdo nhiéu nam, giong
néi 6ng ludn day phan chan tran ngdp tinh cdm, nhw nhitng birc hoa cia
ong, dwong cong trdi chay, 1ién mach lwu loat.

“Thai t& cling c6 th€ di cung, Bat Cha't cling goi 1a ¢ vinh hanh.” Uat
Tri Bat Cha't hanh 1€, rAu day khé pha't pho, phia trén dinh ddy bui dat.
Thénh Thién thdi t& néi mot cau “cung kinh khong biang tuan ménh”, r'oi
cwoi, xudng ngwa. Lap tire ngwoi hdu do day cwong, kéo ngra qua mot
bén.

Ba nguwdi dan theo mot vai ké hiu, hoi thim dwong tr nhitng nguredi dan
trong thon, di qua may con dwong méi mé, mdi tim dwore mot toa miéu
tho rong lon.

Ctra c6 hai cdy cOt ra't 1om, twe trén xudng dudi dwge khac day nhirng
canh hoa sen, chinh gitra dwo'c boc ga'm dwoc théu nhirng hoa vin tién c0,
thoat nhin ra't kién ¢’ mdc mac, c6 cam gidc vo cung trang nghiém.

“Khong the'tin dwore, noi nay ciing ¢ the nhin thd'y nhirng vat diéu
khic tinh mi nhw vay!” Tay U4t Tri At Ting vudt nhe 1én cdnh hoa sen trén
b6n va hoa van mit trén, can than danh gia.

Phu than chang vudt rau, nhe nhang né nu cwoi: “ At Tang, day 1a nét
diéu khac dac sac ctia xr s¢ Dai Buvong, doii d€n Pai Pwong con ¢6 the€ mé



mang thém nhiéu kié€n the.”

Thanh Thién théi tk 1ic d4u néi: “Nhung tdoa mi€u tho ndy cii nat qua
r'oi, chang 1€ khong c6 ai tdi tu stra?”

“Cho thai t 1én ngdi, tu stra cling khong mudn.” Ua't Tri Bat Cha't néi
xong, bwdc thang vao trong.

Dién tich mi€u tho ra't 1on, chd cao nha't 1a mot dan trang[25] khong 10,
bén trong may chuyc vi sw ndi danh da ng6i chinh t€, dang tung kinh td1i.

[25] Pan trang: noi céc tdng ni ngoi tung kinh.

Mot ti€u sa di[26] d4An bon ho vao mot cin phong nhd sau dan trang, chi
dat mot birc binh phong don gian trén mét ghi chr “ thién”. Hai bén 1a hanh
lang nhd, cé the’ tha’y hai bén hong 1a nhirng thi€n phong don gian, moc
mac trang nghiém ma trang trong.

[26] Ti€u sa di: hoa thwong mdi xuat gia.

Qua phong khach d6 1a noi bon ho hi vong vao bdi yét, dai dién tho
Phat Nhién Pang.

Chinh gitra c6 mdt toa sen hai tang, Phét nhin xudng tay, khée miéng
than trong, nhw cwdi nhr khong khién cho ngwoi ta phai nghién ngdm
khong thoi.

Bén canh ¢6 hai birc twrong, dung gach mdc tao thanh, hoi don sor,
nhung trong van rat song ddng. Nhin ki ¢4 the nhin ra mot birc 1a mot
ngwoi con gai 4o xanh tay ¢am tinh binh[27], birc kia 1a m6t hoa thwong tré
tudi hai tay chép lai cdi dau niém kinh.

[27] Tinh binh: binh nwdc sach.

“Pay 1a...?” Trong dau U4t Tri At Tang nhw hién 1én mot nit t 4o xanh
nhw vy, ngdm cwoi nhin chang. Tw thé nhw vy, bi€u 16 nhw vy, nha't dinh
da gap & noi nao do!



“Pay 1a mot truyén thuyet ra't dep ctia Thanh Nhién Pang. Thi chd chwa
tirng nghe néi qua sao?” Ti€u sa di cung kinh chép tay, néi.

“Truyeén thuyét gi?” At Ting hoi.

Ti€u sa di vira mu6n m¢é miéng, UA't Tri Bat Cha't da vudt rau cuoi,
nhin chang n6i;” At Tang, khong con s¢'m, ching ta dwa thai t tré veé di.”

Pai dién da rgc sang dnh dén, 4nh sdng cia nhirng ngon dén lay dong.
Nhirng 4m thanh tyng ni€ém ngam nga trong gio, gié lai pha't pho’ béng dang
cdi dau kinh can cda ho, khién ngwoi khac cam tha’y khdng khi yén lang
nhw nwéc.

At Ting do du, r'oi 17y ra mot khdi lam ngoc duwra cho tiéu sa di. Ngwoi
kia kinh hai lui lai vai bude, nhic di nhic lai: “Thién tai thién tai!”

“Pi th6i.” Thai t dAn moi ngwdi theo dwdng cii tré vé. U4t Tri At Ting
ngang dau nhin, bitc twong bang bun nin hinh nit tik 40 xanh, dot nhién
kinh ngac phat hién dung mao cfia nang va ngwoi con gai tén Lién That
dwong nhw gidng nhau nhw dic!

Chuyén gi da xay ra? Vi sao trong ngdi mi€u tho “Nhién Pang Phat” lai
xud't hi€n birc teong mot niv tir, khoé miéng man cwoi khi€n chang cam
gidc mdt sy quen thudc manh li€t ma khong hi€u. Phang pha't nhw ma'y
ngan nam tred'c chang da gip qua.

Ua't Tri At Tang cau may, cui dau khong ndéi.

Ra ctra, mét tieu sa di mang gid’y nghién muc but d&€n d€ bon ho dé tuw.
[28]

[28] D¢ ty: viét chur.

Uat Tri Bat Cha't vung tay, viét xu6ng mdt cau doi: “Thi thai du van
phung pha nap, nhan lao khé nguyét t& bo doan.”[29]



[29] Thit ngdt miy bay khiu ca sa rach, nhan rdi mo tring sudi may
chi€u coi.

Chtr cling nhw tranh, 16 ra nét cha't phac ma cirng cdp, khi€n nguoi ta
tan thwdng khong thoi.

“Chir dep! Chir dep!” Mot vi 130 hoa thwegng mat may hi€én hiu phat tay
4o ca sa khen ngoi, “Thi thai du van khau pha nap, nhan lao sudi nguyét
lam b6 doan. Thi cha that thi vi! C6 phai cling 1a d6ng dao?”

U4t Tri Bat Cha't chdp tay chio vi ldo ting, vudt cam néi: “Tt dai von
khong ¢6 ta, ngli uan cling khong[30]. Pai sw qua khen.”

[30] LAy cam hirng to T Diéu D& va Ngii Uan trong kinh Phét.

Vi ldo ting hoang s¢ kinh can nghénh tiép, thi 1€ ndi: “Hod ra la... Xin
thtr cho dé tir c6 mét khong tha’y Thai Son, tha't 18! Tha't 1&!”

Thai t& Thanh Thién mim cwoi deng mot bén. Vu DBién quéc 1a qudc
gia hwong Phat, ngwrdi ngueoi 18 Phat tin Phat. U4t Tri Bat Cha't 12 nhén tai
ki€t xud't trong do, chflng nhtrng ban than gitr nghiém thanh quy gi&i luat
cia Phat mén, con dit tén hai con goi 1a Gidp Ting va At Tang, da thay tw
twdng chi mot long kinh Phat.

Y hoi dic y dAn dau doan ngudi thong tha di ra ngoai, khong chd y t&i
vé mat tram tw ctia Uat Tri At Tang.

Pém lanh nhw nwde. Khi hdu Cao Xwong cii ¢6 tinh cha't cua sa mac
16'n, ban ngay kh6 néng nén khong khi ban dém tan di, ra't lanh, anh trang
tran ngdp sy am dam. Nhirng cau hat ¢o thé lvong du dwong nhw xuyén
thd'u ndi 10ng, mang theo lwdng tinh cdm than bi lai mo 4o, len 16i vao
trong dau nhirng ngwoi khong ngt roi khong ngung lan tod.

“Nguyét ha quan ti, bach y v6 tran. Thinh tranh pht khic, ba't nha tuc
than.”[31]



[31] Quan t& dwdi tring, 4o tring khong dwom cbi tran. VO tranh dan
khtc, khong duc tdm than.

Mot giong nir doc thor, tieng chir truy@én vao tai chang rd rang. Uat Tri
At Téng tinh ngu, trong béng dém dirng day, vén T€u vai bwdc ra ngoai.

Duéi 4nh triing sdng t3, xa xa, chang tha'y mot co gai 4o tring, vO vé
mot cay dan tranh, cdi dau hat nho. Gié d€m nang td'm sa mong trén mat
nang, chang thd’y rd mot gwong mat xinh dep thoat tuc.

Hod ra la nang, ngwoi con géi tén Lién That & Lau Lan qudc.

“Chang cudi cung da dén...” Nang cwoi rang ro véi chang. May ngai
kh€ giwong, than nhién lai mang theo mét tia vui swong.

Cudi cung? Hai chir khi€n nguoi khac to mo! Phang pha't nhw nang va
chang 12 bang hiru quen thudc di 1au, hen nhau cho dori 6t Tan gip lai.

Dgi cho trong ndi nh, cudi cung ngwoi da dén.

Niém vui suéng bu ddp cho khodng thdi gian 1au dai khién grong mit
mi 1€ ctia Lién Tha't nhw mét doa hoa.

Uit Tri At Ting ngo ngdc ding d6, nhw tha'y birc trong nit tit 40 xanh
ngdm cwoi nhin chang yéu thwong. Loi nang dwong nhw xuyén qua thoi
gian khdng gian, & mdt goc trong ki trc, c6 mot cam giac quen thudc khong
bao gio’ tiéu bi€n nhw chdp hién 1én.

Hai nguoi biét nhau, nha't dinh!
Chang nghi, nhe nhang v mét ti€ng, xem nhw tam tra 1o1.

“Xem ra cdi gi chang cling khong nho r6.” Lién Tha't thu hét vé mat cla
chang vao ddy mét, hé moi kh& mé miéng 1ip lai nhirng 1o vira néi: “C4i gi
chang ciing khong nhé 15...”

“Loi ¢d nwong khién tai ha khé hi€u.” Chang hoi cidi ngwei, dwong nhw
mudn nhan 16i, mit van an phan buéng xudng, nhw khdng hé d€ tam.



Lién Tha't ai odn nhin chdam chud vao chang, nhung réi cudi cung ciling
khong néi thém, ti€p tuc gik tw the cli, vudt kh€ dan tranh, mé miéng hat
khé&: “Nguyét ha quan t, bach y vo6 tran. Thinh tranh phu khic, ba't nha tuc
than.”

L& ca phang phit nhw dang vao cira bai y&t Phat, U4t Tri At Ting
dirng hodng hd't phia xa, chép tay, yén ling nghe.

Mot ban tay tr phia sau d3t 1én vai chang, vd vd mot cdch than thién.

Chang quay nguwoi, hod ra la thai tt Thanh Thién. Nguwoi dieng sau y
cwoi day ddc nhin vé phia chang.

“At Ting, huynh c6 vé& hio hitng qua!” Giao tinh gira bon ho ra't tot,
b&i vy Thanh Thién thwong goi thang tén chang, lwgc bot nhirng twée
hiéu 1& nghi phién phirc, the hién sy than thiét.

“Thai t& cling hao hirng khong kém.” Chang binh tinh néi ty nhién,
cling khdng d€' 101 néi ciia Thanh Thién trong 1ong.

“Huynh cung vi Lién Tha't ¢c6 nwong kia ¢6 wdc hen sao? Thé nao lai
mot tred'c mdt sau Ian lwgt xud't hién?” Thanh Thién mim cwoi, hi€u trong
long ma khong ndi, nhin chang.

At Tang khong mé miéng, chi cii dau nghe. Im ling mat chiit, chang
dem ndi nghi ngo trong 10ng chidm rai néi ra: “Thadi tk, ta cdm tha’y lai lich
cua vi cd nwong nay hoi ki qudi, khi€n ta c6 cam giac quen thudc ra't khé
néi. Duwong nhw da gép qua & noi nao!”

“Trén huy&t thr nang néi ro nang 13 ngwdi LAu Lan.” Hoi khép mét mot
chiit, Thanh Thién cho't nhé chuyén xay ra vao gio Thin hom nay.” At
Tang, ta cam tha’y vi Lién Tha't cd nwong nay am tham than bi, khong biét
la dich hay ban. Cé khi nao la gian t& vua Pwong phai dé€n theo doi ching
ta khong?”

“Gian t&?” U4t Tri At Tang nhiu may, “Thién tai! Thién tai! Thai t& n6i
qua loi. Lién cd nwong khéng ¢6 kha nang la gian t&€.”



“Huynh khang dinh?”

“Phat TG ting néi: ‘Mit tir tAm sinh, mao hop ma thian cach, vi chi
khong t6t[32].” Vi ¢6 nwong nay tAm tw thanh tinh, nhwng trong mét 1 ra
sau nao, s 1a ¢6 an tinh khac.”

[32] Mit tir tim sinh, dung mao tw thén khi, c6 gi khong to't.
“Chi hi vong nhw the".”

Tiéng nhac tic nghen. U4t Tri At Ting mé miéng hoi: “Thdi tk ciing
bi€t truyén thuy€t Thanh Nhi€n Pang?”

“Biét. Thé& nao, U4t Tri dai thic chwa ting néi v&i huynh sao?” Thanh
Thién nhin theo hwdng Lién Tha't roi di, tie d6 bay téi mot mui hwong tinh
min, hinh nhw 12 hwong hoéc diép Ty Vuc, quy bau d&n do chi c6 virong
tha't quy toc moi dwore st dung.

“Phu than va dién ha da tng néi qua? Khi nao?” Chang hoi stieng sot,
giong noi cling ba't gidc cao 1én.

“Liic con ra't nhd, lic A7y ta cting huynh truedng Gidp Ting bat dau hoc
Kinh Phat, Ua't Tri dai thic tién th€k€'ra.” Y tha’y la vi At Tang d6t nhién
quan tam dén chuyén nay. “Cé van dé gi sao?”

“Ta mudn biét, truyén thuy€t nay cudi cung két qua thé€ nao? Mong thai
te ‘doc long’ chi day, thdo go nghi hodc cia than.”

“Pugec roi. Ching ta tim mot chd ngdi xudng roi néi.”

Y thong tha budc vé phia Lién Tha't vira ng'di, mui hodc diép hwong

cang nong dam.

Anh tring that trong sdng, nhung lai quanh qué dirng trén man tréi den
tham. Nhirng ngdi sao am dam nhw mot thie phong nén lam tang vé cd doc
ctia bong trang tron, chi lam ngwoi ta cdm thay cang bi thwong cd tich.



“Co 1€ 1a rat 1au k€ tw khi ¢ dai hoa sen cua Pirc Phit, ¢6 ra't nhi€u
ngwoi tu hanh. C6 mot Ian, mét nha sw tén 1a Thién Tué dwoe sw phu phai
xudng nui, nhi€ém vu la d&€n Thanh Nhién Bang, dang hoa sen cho Nhién
Piang B'6 Tét dau thai xudng tran gian, si€u dd cho nhirng chiing sinh khd
cuyec.

“Ngwoi mang theo mot s6 tién 1o, va't va t&i dworec Thanh Nhién Pang,
nhung van chAm hon mot budc. Hoa sen trong cho' hau hét da dwoc ngwoi
khéc mua r'6i. Moi ngwoi déu mudn diang hoa cho Nhién Ding B0 Tét, d€
dwoc nhw ¥ nguyén.

“Pang lic ngwoi do du thi gap mot ¢6 gai do xanh dang di t&i tw phia
do6i dién, tay cam mot chi€c binh. Nang tén 1a Cl Di. Bén trong binh vira
van c6 bay canh hoa sen. Vi th&’, Thién Tué xin mua s& hoa sen ctia nang.
Nguwoi néi: “Nw thi chd, ta 18y hai tram d6ng vang mua ctia ngwoi nam
canh hoa sen, khong bi€t y ngwoi thé nao?”

Cu Di chi nhin vi st dung mao xué't ching mot I'an, khdng budn tra 1o1.

“MAt tha'y thoi khic Nhién Ding Phat chuyén the sip dén, Thién Tué
ngan vi cd nwong nay lai, d& nghi ding toan b sd tién c6 trén ngwoi doi
18y nam canh hoa sen.

“Cu Di dong tim, d6ng y. Nhwng trwedc khi nhén tién, nang hdi nguoi
18y ndm tram dong vang mua ndm canh hoa sen lam gi, Thi€n Tué thanh
kinh tra loi vi mudn Nhién Dang Phat cau nguyén, nguyén vong clia nguoi
la: “Vi mu6n tyu thanh hét thdy cac loai tri, do thoat v lwgng kho ching
sinh.”[33]

[33] Khao khat dat thanh moi kié€n thirc, si€u dd ching sinh v6 cing kho
ai.

“Cu Di cam ddng vi tAm long cua nha sw vo tw, ndi v&i nguoi, “Nguyén
trong ki€p sau, ludn vi thé quan[34], t&t xau khong tach roi.” Cling 18y ciu
noi nay lam diéu ki€n mua hoa, n€u Thién Tu¢ khong dong y, nang s€
khong dwa hoa sen cho nguoi.



[34] Thé quan: vo vua.

“Thién Tué vi nhiém vu sw phu da giao, wng thuin v&i nang. Cu Di dwa
hai canh hoa sen con lai cho nguoi, néi rang: “Nay ta yéu nhuwoc, khong the
nhuw treede, thinh giri hai bong hoa, 13y dang cho Phat.”

“Vi th€’, trong khoanh kh&c Nhién bang Phat ha tran, Thién Tu€ cam
bay canh hoa sen, ném vao Nhién Pang B0 Tat, nam canh hoa sen bi€n
thanh b€ ng'6i ctia B'6 Tét, hai canh con lai cham vao than the’ B Tat, bién
thanh hai bé dit dng tay do. Gitra tran ngwoi mé ra mdt dd'u chu sa Phat an,
dic dao thanh Phat. “Khi ngudi quay dau nhin Cu Di, Nhién Ping B'6 Tit
noéi voi ngwei: “Cho pha hw phdp than, nh¢ 18y nhé 18y!” Cling bdi vi
diéu nay, vi cao tang nay va nguoi con gai kia khong ¢6 nhan duyén.

“Nay chinh la truyén thuy€t vé Thanh Nhi€n Pang.”
“Cu Di?” Uat Tri At Ting nhe nhang nghién ngdm céi tén nay, that xa
la, ¢4 1€ chwa tirng nghe qua. Nhwng doan truyén thuy€t nay, chang phang

pha't nhw da gdp qua & mdt noi nao d6. C6 1€ phu than that sy da néi cho
chang, ma ban than chang lai tam thoi quén lang.

Chang nh& t&i 4nh mét u odn cia Lién Tha't va nglr diéu trong giong néi
ctia nang. Nang ndi chang cdi gi ciing khong nhé dwoe, nhé cdi gi? Chang
tin twdng ban than va nang t&i gio van chua ¢6 wde dinh gi.

“Khong con som, nén tré vé nghi ngoi.”

Thénh Thién lai v vai chang, néi hoi 0 rii.

“P4 d€ thai t& hao ton tinh than!” UA't Tri At Tdng cung kinh thé dai,
trén mat day vé bat an.

Théanh Thién mim cwdi: “Vay At Tang huynh ciing sém nghi tam mot
chiit, sang sm ngay mai ching ta con phai lén dwong.”

Chang cui ngwoi, noéi, “Da”.



Y vwira bude vao Téu, da tha'y mot bong den ngdi & mép giwong, yén
ldng.

Thanh Thién nhe giong goi: “Cha. Pa khi€n ngwoi va't va.”

“U. Théi t ngli chwra?” Giong ndi clia 6ng sang sang vao ban ngy, gitra
dém khuya ciing tré nén tram thap, nhd lai nhw hoi vo vun, deong nhw
dinh che gia'u bi mat gi do.

“Con da bao nguwoi di nga.” Y dap.

“C0 géi kia cud1 cung la c¢6 than phan va lai lich gi?” Uat Tri Bat Chat
thodng chiit ba't an, mo h'd cam gidc dwong nhw s€ xay ra chuyén gi dé.

“Tam thoi con chwa biét. C6 diéu thai tir cdm tha’y nang dién mao thién
lwong, c6 1€ khong phai la ngeoi xau.”

Ong “U” mot tiéng, lai hoi: “Khong ai hoai nghi than phan ctia con?”

Thénh Thién khé cudi: “Phuy than yén tam, At Tang va thai t& déu che
day rat kha.”

“Ta cling an tdm.” U4t Tri Bat Chat dirng 1€n, x6¢ ctra [€u 1én do xét
bén ngoai, khong thdy mdt nira béng ngwoi nao, méi chdm chiam 1én ra
ngoai.

Thénh Thién d&€ nguyén quan 4o, ndm xudng, trong 1ong ludn nghi t&i
n tir Lau Lan than bi kia, chi mong nang thwc sy khong phai la gian t&’,
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An Thén theo anh trai di vao khu mo c&, len 16i qua hang trim chuyén
gia khdo ¢ clia qudc gia ngay dém bam tru. Hon hop thanh cao va biin
nhdo cha l&p da't phia dwdi tran 1éng lang ra ngoai, tirng bac thang trén
dwong xudng mo co ké ti€p nhau, cang di sdu xudng dwdi lai cang thu hep
lai, da't trong d61 x0p, gidm 1én s& phat ra mot ti€ng dong 1ép bép nho nho.

Trén bdn vach twong da dit nhirng cdy den dac biét, khong can thiét thi
s& khong tit. D'ong thoi cling 14 vi phong ngira ¢6 chuyén xay ra ngoai y
mudn.

Xac wop nr dat trong mot hdp pha I€ trong sudt va dwoc phong kin,
dwdi than 1a mot chiéc quan tai da bi thoi gian tan phd d&€n hau nhw khong
con gi.

Tuy rang di trdi qua hon mot ngan nim khong ngtng bj in mon va tur
tiéu huy, xdc wdp van ty bdo quan khd hoan héo, trén mit bd vin mo h'6
thd’y duwgrc dung nhan mi 1€ va sy ung dung nhw lic con séng. Trén dau xac
wop ¢6 16ng chim, c6 1€ thoi di€m chét 1a mot ¢6 dau.

Nho 4nh sang, An Than kinh hoang phat hién chié€c vong tay &1 hdm
qua c0 deo ldc nay lai an 6n nam trén tay khoi xdc wop d6. Chuyén gi xay
ra? C6 hoang hot gir chit tay do Truc Li, goi anh mot ti€ng.

“Sao th&?” Gwong mit Truc Loi than nhién khong chit cdm xidc. Anh
dwa lwng vEé phia nhitng ciy dén, dién mao u am dén doa nguoi.

Tw phia sau cd, mot d6i tay vieon dén, nhw dang cd do bo vai, gidp strc
d€ co6 dirng virng. “An Thian, cd can than mdt chut.” Lau Lan khong biét tw
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khi nao da ding phia sau bon hg, mim cwoi néi. “Xac wdp ¢6 hoi dang sg,
nhung khong sao. Co ta ciing khong the sdng lai can ¢6 mot cai.”

S4c mit An Thén tring béch, nhin vé phia chiéc vong trén tay xdc wép
nir, gidng hét chiéc vong tay clia co. “Co ta ciing khong th& sdng lai cén co
mot cai.” Co nghe tha'y Lau Lan né1 nhw vay, li tri cing khoi phuc. Co6 1€ 1a
cé ngwoi dua dai, nha't dinh 1a nhw vay.

“Purng lo 14ng.” Truc L&i vd nhe lung cd, kéo d6i tay mém nhiin budng
thong, “Em t&i nhin xem birc bich hoa nay di.”

DPuoc Truc Loi chi, ¢6 ngang d4u nhin vich twong. Bon phia 1a vii try
ménh mong, mat troi, mét traing quay déu, nhirng ngdi sao vy quanh, may
tia phiéu dat bay cudn, kha twong dong voi phong cach vé trong Hang Mac
Cao.

Bich hoa ¢6 bdn birc. Birc dau tién, mot nguoi 1a mot nha sw tré tuoi
dang nhan gido hudn cda sw phu, trén tay chang 1a mdt biec tranh. Nha sw
tré chip tay, sup mi khép mét, dién mao anh tudn. Sau d6 12 hinh anh chang
di vé phia mdt cd gdi 40 xanh tay cdm mot binh nwde, bén trong 1a nhirng
dod sen. Tay chang vwon ra, lam dong tdic mudn dén 18y nhirng béng hoa.
Xudng dudi, 1a hinh anh ¢6 géi then thung dwa cho chang bay canh hoa
sen. Vi su tré thai dd khiém t&n, hai mit nhdm nghién, lai nhw khong hé
li&c mét nhin ning mdt cdi. Birc cudi cling vé mot B0 T4t mit miii phiic
hau, dang ng6i trén dai hoa sen, phd do chiing sinh.

“Pay dudng nhw 12 mot cau chuyén ¢ trong Kinh Phat.” An Théan chot
nh¢ chwa ai tirng néi vai ¢6, nhung thye sw cd ¢d an teong nhw vay. Dac
biét 1a c6 gdi do xanh kia, tred’c d6 hinh nhw ¢6 da gip qua nang. Con
dwong day cdt vang tit tip, hanh trinh xa xdi lai nhrr mot bikc tranh tai hién
trirdc mét, cd nhin thA'y mot ¢ gdi cai lwoc 1én bii téc, the nao ma so vai
trén hoa bich lai khong h€ sai khac?

“Ping 1a mot cau chuyén co trong Kinh Phat.” Lau Lan ti€p loi, “Toi
cling ¢c6 cam giac da nghe dwoc & dau.”



“Piéu nay that ki qudi? Hai ngwoi déu da nghe qua...” Truc Ldi nhiu
may, vé mit tram tw.

Anh kéo tay em gai, phat giac long ban tay co dim dap m0 hoi, c6 1€
vtra r'6i bi xdac wop kia doa.

Co6 diéu gido s Tién da néi hdm nay mudn dwa khoi xac wop nay dén
noi khac d&€ nghién ciru, dit & chd nay, thir nhi't 1a khé khin khi béo ton,
th hai 1a khong du an toan. Mot xac wdp quy gia cd gia tri quan trong nhw
thé’, n€u de xay ra sai [am, khong ai ddm dwong noi trach nhi€ém.

“Thé& nay, Lau Lan, em bao nguwoi ta chup lai nhirng birc bich hoa nay,
ching ta tré vé nghién ctru sau.” Nguyét Truc Loi ha giong, mudn dwa em
gdi tr¢ vé nghi ngoi.

An Thén dwa tay, tinh t& vust ve birc bich hoa van con mang dam
nhitng mau sic troi dep nhw ldc ban dau. Pung 14 dwoc bao quan k¥, cdm
giac hoi ba't binh. Birc hoa van dung phwong phdp mau sic doi 1ap, st
dung hinh anh pha 1€ rat that. C6 gai 4o xanh nhir mot phu nhan triéu
Puwong, téc van cao, ddi mao, khuyén tai chudng, trang sirc kim hoan, canh
tay c6 xuyén, cd tay c6 vong tay, quan mong xanh, mi t6 xanh bi€c, moi ké
son h'ong. Loai tranh th& nay phai c6 tw triéu Pwong. Nhwng 1a can ci theo
nién dai ma tinh lai sm vai thap nién.

C6 nghe anh trai nhic vé nghi ngoi cling gat dau. C6 phai vé tim mdt s&
tw lidu lich stt, nhuwng trong 1ong lai nhé ra mot nhan vat, chi khong chic
chén.

Lau Lan nhin hai ngwoi bwde ra ngoai. Bén ctra, cd quay dau nhin Lau
Lan, cwoi ceoi t0 y xin 16i. LAu Lan khé phat tay, ditng tred'c nhitng biec
bich hoa, 1am An Th4n c6 mot cadm gidc phang phat cd Ay chinh 1a co gdi
4o xanh di ra ti birc hoa, nhin c6 lang 1€ cwoi yéu ot.

C6 day day thai dwong, v&€t seo mau do trén tran an an dau, c6 1€ ban
than co khong nén nghi nhi€u nhu vay.



“Anh, ¢6 phai doan dwgc bich hoa do ai v€, s€ biét lai lich xac wdp nir
kia khong?” Trén duwong vEé, ¢6 thudn miéng hoi.

“Pwong nhién, cho dut khong th€ biét than thé cu th€ ctia xac wop nir,
van ¢6 céach khdc tro gidp.”

“Gido s Tién khong xem xét so’ bd mot chiit sao?” Co de dat hdi, so' y
ki€n cta minh lam tro cwoi cho ngwoi trong ngheé.

Truc Li nd nu cwoi. Anh biét suy nghi ctia em. “Gido sw Tién noi tac
pham nim & khodng ttr 600 d&n 700 nim sau cdng nguyén, c6 18 14 Ngd
Pao T&[35], nhung ciing khong chic chin. B&i vi tw liéu lich st chwa bao
gio ghi lai dwoc chirng cr Ng6 Pao T da toi Bon Hoang.”

[35] Ngd Pao Tt (chir Han: 53381~ 685-758) la hoa si 16m ctia Trung
Qudc thoi nha Prong, ngwoi Deong Cu thude huyén Vi, Ha Nam, Trung
Quoc.

Bich hoa va tranh cudn van lru truyén t&i nay khong gidng nhau, bdi vi
tranh cudn c6 th€ vi ngwoi mua ban hodc tdng ma mét tranh sé€ ¢6 thay doi.
Con bich hoa trir khi dich than t&i, khong thi khé ¢6 the€ lwu lai biit phap.

“U,” 6 1én ti€ng, chirng td c¢d di doan ding.
“An Than, em da nghi d&n mdt ngwoi nao roéi phai khong?”
Co gat dau, néi ra mot cdi tén khién anh kinh hai: “U4t Tri At Tang.”

U4t Tri At Tang 1 quy toc nwéc Vu Dién, ciing cha 1a U4t Tri Bat Chatt
kia bi vua nwé'c Vu Dién phong lam quan cong, d6ng thoi 1a tic vé. Nam
dau tién Pwong triéu, 18y than phan con tin d¢n Pai Pwong nghién ctru ki
thuét v€ tranh. C6ng hi€n quan trong ctia dng v&i nghé thuat hoi hoa la st
dung s g6 gheé trén bé mit, roi loi dung mau sic thudc nhudm, tao thanh
nhtrng mang sang tdi doi 1ap nhau, lam cho hinh anh xua't hi€n cam giac
1ap th€ va chan that. Loai phwong phdp nay thwong thd'y ¢ nghé thuat
Gandhara An 6. Sau khi phd bi¢nh & Tan Cuong, 1ap tiec Vu Pién, Quy Tw
tim hi€u vé nghé thuat 2y, hoc héi cach tao né€p ga'p quan 4o, dd sang to1,



xa gan, siu tham nhiéu 1&p... trén gwong mit va co the cla cdc nhan vt
trong birc hoa, cling nhw cach vé khoa than, dong thoi lai tham khao
phrong phdp va quan niém nghé thuit cia hdi hoa trung nguyén, tao ra
phong cach Tay Vuc va dac sdc cha hoi hoa dia phrong, hinh thanh nén
mot treong phai héi hoa.

Sau khi 6ng dé€n Pai Pwong, cang phat tri€n loai hinh nghé thuit nay.
Sau d6, nha Puong Ian dAu tién phd vo nhitng quy tic hdi hoa cua Trung
Qudc trwdre day, 1a’y nét buit 1am chii dao, the hién bang phdc hoa ngudi
trong tranh v&. Tranh son thily dya vao d6 ciling hoan toan d6i mdi, dac biét
khi Verong Duy[36] v€ birc tranh thily médc “Toai nguyén véi phong tuc
Nam T6ng” sau nay. C6 th€ thd’y dwgc anh huwdng to 1on cia phong cach
trén.

[36] Vuong Duy: nha tho, hoa si, nha thw phap va chinh khach doi
Puong.

Trong Chiia Tt An, Chiia Phung An, Chila Quang Trach, Chiia Hung
Puwong c6 lwu lai nhirng birc bich hoa 6ng v€, ngwoi doi Peong ra't yéu
thich tranh ctia 6ng.

Truc L6i dwong nhw qué kinh hai, mit hoi gidt nhe. Anh 14c dau:
“Khong th€, tuyét d6i khong the€’la 6ng ay.”

“Vi sao? Anh, tredc khi chua ¢6 k€t qua giam dinh chinh thirc, chuyén
gi cling c6 kha niang xdy ra.”

“Em dwng n6i nira.” Anh pha't tay, ngan cd cang néi cang kich thich.

An Th#n rat it nhin tha’y bi€u hién va hanh d6ng nhw vdy cta anh, nhiu
may, lai dot nhién ngti dwoc hwong hoéc diép nhan nhat tir trén ngwdi anh.
Khi d&n gan xdc wdp nit & ¢6 md, cd cling cam gidc mui hwong nay, chflng
1€ anh trai cd va xac wop kia c6 ti€p xtc dac biét gi?

Nghi dén day, v€t seo trén tran lai bat dau dau, chan c6 mém nhiin, té
xiu & treedre 167 vao ¢o mo.



Khi tinh lai, ngoai ctra s0 da ¢6 bong trang sang td, dén hoa ryc ro.

L’4n nay hoan toan 12 mot khung cénh la 1Am, dén dud’c séng trung, con
c6 ra't nhi€u dung cu va thi€t bi hién dai hoa. Hinh nhu con hoi rung ldc, ¢é
vé 1a mot phong thi nghiém 1on.

Lau Lan deo bao tay, mic quan 4o lao dong ding trwd’c mat cd, mim
cwoi noi: “Co tinh r'6i? Lic ndy ngd't xiu that sy 1a hit anh ¢6 hoang s¢.
May ma chd nay c¢6 mdt béc s thuc tip, khdm cho ¢ r'oi bdo khong c6 viéc
gi, chi vi ho'i mét moéi.”

“Anh t61 dau?”

Lau Lan chi vao mot hwdng, “Anh 2y dang cling gido sw Tién nghién
ctru kia nhirng dong van ty kia. Ping r'6i, téi vira m&i ki€m tra nién dai cua
mot manh cit mdng, 14 vat ndm trong quan tai & ¢ md. Dung cu phén tich
cho k&t qua 1a nam 632 sau c6ng nguyén, cling 1a ndm thir sdu Trinh
Quan[37].”

[37] Nién hiéu vua Bwong Thai Tong Ly Thé Dan.
“N6i nhur vay t61 da dodn chinh x4ac?”

“C6 doan?” An Than git d4u, “T6i cam tha’y bich hoa trong ¢& md 1a do
Uat Tri At Tang veé.”

“U, 6ng Ay 1a ngwoi Vu Bién. Co6 ctr néi tiép.”

“Thoat nhin nhirng bich hoa trong c6 mo, dwong cong lwu loat, khic
chiét, phap ph'6ng, cam giac 14p the’ rat manh. Xt 1{ ting chi ti€t tinh tdo lai
doc ddo, ngay ca nhirng nép gd’p quén do phirc tap cling cé the bi€u hién 1o
rang. Theo 1i, suy lun nhw vy thi ngwoi vé phai 1a Ng6 Pao Tw doi
Puwong. Nhung, thir nhat, Ng6 Ngd Pao T 1a hoa si doi Thinh BPwong, ma
k&t qua xem xét la tw thoi ki So Puwong, dau tién 1a nién dai khéng phu
hop. Thir hai, tw liéu lich s vin chwa tirng cong nhian Ngo Dao T ting ty
minh d&n Pon Hoang vé tranh. Ma UAt Tri At Ting 14 ngudi Vu Dién, tir
Vu Bién dén thanh Treong An nha Pwong, Pon Hoang 1a noi phai di



ngang qua. Tw liéu lich st tirng ghi lai qué’c veong Vu Dién da hai Tan dich
than t&i Treong An, ¢6 the€ thd’y hai nwde kha than thi€t. Hudng chi buit
phdp vé nguoi ctia UA't Tri At Téng ciling c6 nhitng dic thu k& trén, nén toi
cam tha'y ngudi vé phai 1a Ua't Tri At Ting chit khong phai Ngo Pao
T¢.”p>

“Vay theo y ¢, vi sao vi Ua't Tri ti€n sinh nay lai vé& bich hoa k&€ chuyén
c6 Kinh Phéit trong mot ngbéi mo ctia mot ¢6 dau? Theo tdi dwore biét, thoi
di€m &y, Phat gido 14 qudc dao & Vu Pién, ban than Uat Tri At Tang 1a mot
ngwdi thanh kinh 18 Phat, 6ng &'y khong 14p gia dinh, cudi cliing qua doi khi
hon tram tuoi. C6 1€ phdng doan ctia ¢6 can thém mot s diéu kién ntra
maoi dwoce.”

An Thén trAm tw mot chit, gt dau.

Co di d&n ctra s 1on sat da't, bén ngoai 12 Ndi Minh Sa, danh lam thing
canh noi ti€ng nha't @ Bon Hoang, mo h'd ¢6 the thad'y dwoc bong trang trén
mat nwdc sudi dwdi chan ndi, dd d€ chirng kién tai nghé tuyét voi cla thién
nhién.

“Mudn di xem sao?” Lau Lan dirng phia sau ¢6, hwng phan héi. “Téi ¢
the di cung.”

“Puoc, n€u co khong phién.”

Hai ngwoi K€ vai nhau di khoi phong thye nghiém ki€m tra cac vat da
khao ¢6. Mot vong trang tron tria treo trén bau troi, nhirng ngdi sao lwa
thwra, trong man dém den thAm nhap nhdy, khung cdnh mi I€ ban dém di
cung v&i nwde sudi tuyén mot mau cat vang, yén tinh nhw thé’, lang 1€ nhw
th€”. S€ ¢ tranh da'u, s€ c6 muu toan, s€ co chinh quyén luan phién chinh
quyén; cling ¢6 1t khach diy dwa ciing 1t khach, nhung anh tring van
mudn doi nhw nwdc, tan ra dnh sang trong lanh, than thanh chirng kién thé’
sy doi doi.

Gitra ma’y ngan nam van minh, cé 1€ chi ¢6 anh trang la binh than v6
tinh, ngay qua ngay nam lai nam khi lanh khi khuy€t, lanh nhat nhin cudc
song thang tram.



“Nguyét ha quan tir, bach y vo6 tran. Thinh tranh pht khic, ba't nha tuc
than[38].” Lau Lan ca't 1én mot lan di€u duyén dang, tram bong uyén
chuyén. Nguyét An Than nhe nhang hét theo, cling ¢6 ngam nga.

[38] Quan tir dwdi tring, 4o tring khong dwom tran, vo tranh dan khic,
khong duc td'm than.

“Hinh nhw t6i da nghe bai hat nay ¢ dau ro6i.” Hat xong, An Thian néi
y&u ot. Khi nghe cau hat, ¢c6 cam gidc trong 1ong dwong nhw ¢6 thir gi de
nén, c6 mot ndi khd s& khong néi nén 101.

Lau Lan nhin ¢6 mét cdi, n6i: “Toi cling m&i hoc tor nhirng ngwoi dan
gan day. Theo truyén thuy€t, d€m trang tron leo 1€n Nui Minh Sa, cui mat
xudng Sudi Nguyét Nha, ngung thé, ¢6 th€ nghe thd’y bai hat cd nay. C6 1€
da leu truyén ra't nhiéu nam.”

An Than “Um” mdt ti€ng, quay leng vé phia Lau Lan, “C6 mudn toi
dén day cé chuyén gi? Chic khong chi 12 mudn néi cho toi biét Ve truyén
thuy€t nay?”

“T6i chi cam tha’y gitra c6 va toi nha't dinh la ¢c6 mot duyén phan bi an
nao dé, hinh nhw ching ta bi€t nhau tw ra't lau tred'c day. L'an dau tién toi
nhin th@y c0, t6i nhin thdy do gidc, trong dau hién ra quang canh mot ddm
tiéc mwng toan mau dd, mot nguoi dan 6ng phong tran mét mdi xud't hién &
ctra, anh ta tha'y mot cd gai ddi mi phweng khan quang vai trong khoanh
khic cdm dao vao nguc...”

An Than bam mdi, trong mat loé 1én mdt tia steng s6t: “T6i cling ¢6 ao
giac d6.”

“S¢ di toi hen ¢6, 1a mudn tim hi€u vai chuyén. T6i cam tha’y tw khi
phat hién ra c6 md, rd't nhiéu nguwoi rat nhi€u chuyén khong con giong voi
tredre day.”

“Cai gi khong giong?” C6 nhiu may, nh¢ téi hwong thom trén ngwoi
anh trai, mii hodc hwrong nhan nhat.



“Nhuw chi€c vong tay hom qua, ¢ ndi la qua tang sinh nhat khi ¢6 hai
muoi tuoi?”

“Pung, c6 van dé€ sao?”
“T61 mudn nhin lai.”

An Thn nhin Lau Lan, cd ta ¢y vé thanh khah, “T&1 hom qua khi t6i
tinh day da khong tha’y tim hoi, thé nao?”

Lau Lan gat dau, néi: “Budi sang t6i vao co md sau hai ngwoi, thd'y ¢6
khi nhin xdc wop nir kia thi day vé kinh hoang. Chi 1a m6t xac wop, khong
dén ndi khién c6 lo so' nhw vay. That ra 1a vi ¢d thd’y chiéc vong trén tay
x4c wép, ding khong?” Nhin An Than duwdng nhw git dau, cd ndi tiép:
“HOm qua, khi t6i tha'y vong tay cuta c6 cling giat ndy minh, t6i nghi la Truc
L5i 14y @0 tir 0 md ra d€ tidng cd, nhwng 6 néi 1a qua tidng sinh nhat khi
¢d hai mwoi tudi, nhwr vy né da cé t ba nam trede day. Nhung ¢6 mo moi
khai quat tuan trudc, ching 18 Truc L8i dwoc ngudi tién tri, ba nim trude
day da tim dwgc mot chi€c vong giong nhau nhw duc tang c6?”

“Co6 ndi chuyén nay khong phai 1a tring hgp?” C6 nh¢ lai hanh dong va
mii trén co’ th€ anh trai t6i hom qua, bdng nhién hodng s¢r. Chang 1€ anh ¢
that sy c6 van dé?

Lau Lan thé dai, “T6i cting khong chac chan, chi mu6n ¢6 phai that can
than.”

Ca hai bit d4u tréo 1én Ndi Minh Sa, An Thn c& sitc dAm ting buéc
chan qua cat vang, ti€n vé phia truwedc, khi ¢6 hoi quay dau lai, dd'u chan
trong nhay mét da khong tha’y du nira.

“Lau Lan, ¢6 nhin kia.” C6 goi Lau Lan dang di phia tredc, hodng ho't

gitr chat tay c¢6 aYy. “Dau chan! Dau chan cta ching ta khong thay dau
hét.”

Lau Lan cwoi croi, “Pung ngai, 1a do hoan canh dac biét & Nui Minh
Sa, cat & day khong nam yén ma luén di déng vé phia truedc, tram vao dd'u



chan cua chiing ta. Cling vi th&’, Sudi Nguyét Nha dwdi chan nii méi ¢6 the
ton tai ma’y ngan nam ma khong bi cit vang vui 18p.”

“Hinh nhw cdi gi co cling biét.” C6 kéo tay Lau Lan, tirng buwdc mot
men theo hudng cét bay leo dan 1én, that kho khan, nhwng co cling khong
biét strc lyc nao day c6 khong nging ti€n vE phia truede, I1én dé€n dinh ni.

Noi @6 tAm nhin tr6ng trai, gié nhe hiu hiu. Tw dinh ndi quan sat, su6'i
Nguyét Nha phang pha't nhr nguoi vor xinh dep ma huyén bi ciia Ni Minh
Sa, yén tinh nam trong 1ong ch'ong nga binh yén. Toan bd thé gidi duwoc
tdm trong tring, tao thanh mdt 1&'p 40 mau tring bach siang béng, khién
ngwoi nhw chi nhin thdy vé mét trong sang, tim lang nhw nworc.

“Nguyét ha quan t, bach y vo6 tran. Thinh tranh phu khic, vat nha tuc
than.” Xa xa, qua nhi€n truyén dén ti€ng hat rd rang ma teoi dep, gidng
mot khic nhac thién gidi, thA'm vao suy nghi ngan van sinh linh.

“Lau Lan, c6 nghe tha'y khong?” C6 nim tay LAu Lan, hdi kh&. Noi nao
dé trong co’ theé chdy ra mdt it m6 hoi.

“U.” Lau Lan 1am mdt dong tac nhu bdo c6 ding anh hwdng dén tiéng
hat trong truy€n thuyét.

Theo hwdng ti€ng hat, Lau Lan va An Than mot tredc mét sau de dit di
qua, 4nh tring chi&u vao cdt bin ra nhitng tia sang than bi, loang thodng
dwdi chan ndi ¢6 thé tha'y mot cd gdi 4o tring, téc dai cong lwng, dang 6m
dan tranh ve vuQt.

An Than bat giac thot Ién: “Dd 1a...”
Pung lic nay, di dong cia Lau Lan vang 1€n, c6 nhan dién thoai, trén
mat 1ap tiec xud't hién vé so hai, da tai nhot, An Thén nghe ¢6 run run néi:

“Cai gi? Khong tha’y xac wop dau nira?!”

Dinh thn lai, ngudi con géi 4o tring ciing dot nhién khong con da'u vét.



Trd lai phong thye nghi€m, vién nghién ctru nhin qua tt trén xuéng
dwdi van that binh thwong. Gido sw Tién dan theo mot vai nghién ciru vién,
van thire hién cong viée nhw cii. Nhung trong mét mdi ngwdi déu tran ngap
ndi lo 4u khong the che da‘u.
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“Lau Lan, hai nguoi da trd 1ai?” Dwong Vanh — “bao kie¢m” dic luc bén
ngwoi gido sw Tién tai tweong dang tram ban ngan biu ngang dau 1én, hdi
mot cau, col nhw chao.

“Thé& nao? Pa tim thd'y chwa?” An Th#n vira t&i vién nghién ctru, quan
sat tinh hinh, trong long ra't bat an.

“Khong ¢6.” Dwong Vanh nhin ¢6, n6i: “Cé dréu da phuc h'oi dwoc bd
mat xac wdp nr nhw cii, anh dang cho’ mdy tinh tong hop, sé cé két qua
ngay.”

Lau Lan suy sup tinh than, cii dau, ng6i ghé vao mdt goc trén mot cai
gh&’, bdong thad'y cdm nhw c6 mot vat cirng phia dwdi. LAYy ra thi tha'y 1a
vong tay ma An Than da mat. Sfc mit ¢d tdi nhot, goi An Thian, & géng
gitr giong that binh tinh: “Vong tay cda cd...”

An Th#n ciing nhw bj dién giat, ngo ngac ding ling.
Dwong Vanh mit mo nhdn nhin vai, thi thao: “That sy 1a thd’y quy.”

Trén may tinh thwong da xua't hién bd mat xac wdp nir dwore phuc h'oi
nhu cii, hai mit anh nhin chim chidm vao man hinh, bat gidc h4 to miéng.

“Lau... Lau Lan?”

Lau Lan da nhan ra sy ba't thwong ctia anh, nhung vira di qua nhin, cling
tron to hai mét.” Cdi gi? Tai sao c6 th€ nhw vay?” Co 14c d4u lia lia, nhw
khong thé tin dwoc chuyén tried'c mit. An Thian hit mot hoi khi lanh, cdm
gidc moi chuyén cang ngay cang phtrc tap. B&i vi gwong mit cia xac wop
chinh 1a ban sao gwong mat Lau Lan.
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Chuong 5: Coi Long

Khi hiu sa mac that khé hi€u. Vira m&i 1a trang sang sao thwa, chi mot
ldc sau, gi6 lanh da ndi 1én tirng chdp, nhitng 14 c& cdm nai Téu trai Ao a0
rung dong, UA't Tri At Tdng nim trén giwong, nghe ti€hg bui di't titng ddm
tirng dam bi cudn trong cudng phong hdon loan, khong ngirng thd'c 1én nén
xudng, dap vao néc Téu ting ti€ng vang 1dc cdc.

Vwra dinh khodc 4o di ra nai nhin xem, bén nai lai noi 1€n ti€ng kén bdo
hiéu khong dwoee ra nai. Gioé thoi dién cudng, [€u trai lung lay co' h'6 ¢6 the’
nga do ba't cir ldc nao, nhwng chi chdc lat sau lai vieng vang ding thzamg, du
gi6 nha nguoi thdi dong tdy nam bic, ty ta van strng sitng ba't dong.

Chang nghe ti€ng cit sdi gd vao ctra Téu sic lem, trong 1ong yén ling
niém Kinh Phat. TAm 1dng thanh kinh cAu nguyén van khong khié€n sy tin
cong cua gid va cat cham lai, ngwoe lai cang manh liét hon. Tiéng vang
trén néc Iéu wde ching ndo loan ca mot dém, cung ti€ng ngwa hi, ti€ng
ngu’é’i "0n 20 giao thoa ciing modt chd, khién dém yén tinh tré nén ndo dong
han 1én.

Hwrng déng budi s¢'m, con bao cét cudi cung ciing ldng lai. Chang cau
may ngu, mét nhoc ap xudng toan bo co’ the€. Khi tinh lai, mat, dau va co
chang déu 1a nhirng hat cat tinh min, ngwoi hdu bén canh 18y cho chang
mot chiu nwdc d€ chang rira mat, nwdc duc ngau khong tha'y day.

Bén nai, ti€ng huyén nao cang lic cang 1on, chang vén manh ra nai,
tha’y binh si quan Pwong dang chi huy ti binh Cao Xwong di chuyén
nhirng ngwoi thwong vong va don dep d6 dac. O nhtrng T€u trai xung
quanh, c6 nim ngwdi ddy t& bi bio cat vii. May Ua't Tri At Tang cing
thfmg, co h'6 1€ ciing sip tudn. “Tdi qué toi qud.” Bon ho vi ty bdo vé, khi
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bao cat dén lai dung than thé chin €u trai, cudi cling bi chdn vui trong mot
dong bui dat.

Thanh Thién va Uat Tri Bat Chat cling khong thd’y bong dang, c6 nguoi
bam bdo quan cong bi thwong, Thanh Thién thai t& dang cham séc, chang
vOi va di qua, trede Téu vai, nhirng ngwroi hdu va sir gid cac nwde khac da
ding chat cirng, cung kinh cho’ vao tham, dit sao ngwoi bi tai nan trong tran
bao nay la Uat Tri Bat Chat - vi quin cong nguoi Vu Dién ton kinh nhat.

Chang x&¢c rém ctra, vira di t&i, dd tha'y Thanh Thién dwa mét nhin
chang. Chang khé git dau td y da hi€u, nhin vé chi€c giwong Ua't Tri Bat
Cha't dang nam.

“Lam phién thai t& dién ha va cac vi. Cha ta thwong thé thé nao?”
Chang khiém nhwong chao hdi nhirng nguoi ¢6 mét. Trong s6” d6 c6 twdng
quan Ly Tinh, teéng tai dic lyc ciia vua Pudng, qudc khich So twdng
qudc cua Quy Tw va Lién Tha't cd nwong — ngwoi tw xung la nguoi nudc
Lau Lan.

Chang hoi cau may, trong I€u toan la vieorng cong quy tdc, xem ra dia vi
cta nang khong thap kém nhw chang twdng twong.

Chang cudi dau nhin Ua't Tri Bat Chat, sau khi [€u bj thoi nga, ong bi
thwong & d4u va xwong dui, d&€n gio’ van con hon mé ba't tinh.

“Phu than, con ba't hi€u, khi€n ngwoi chiu kho.” Nghen ngao néi mot
cAu, chang khé lau khée mit.

“Tiic vé khdng can lo lang, ching ta da phdi ngwdi di thinh dai phu tot
nha't trong thanh tri li€éu cho quéan cong. Trong quan cting chét mot it ngua,
can cung cap kip thoi. Ngoai ra, con ¢an chiéu mo thém it nguoi, 6 1€ sé
phai & lai Nhién Dang Thanh thém may ngay.” Ly Tinh twdng quén la
ngwoi tha'u tinh dat 1, tuy bé nai tho 16 nhung ndi tAm ri't tinh t&. “Vao liic
nay, Thanh Thién thai t& nén an bai ha nhan hau ha quan cong hon Ia tu
dwong gidi dao, di sau cling khdng mudn.”



“Pa lam phién.” Chang cii chio, qua ngwdi Ly Tinh, lai bit giip Lién
Tha't nhu ceoi nhw khdng nhin chang.

Nang khong giéng nhw 1a mot ni t& bi binh DPwong ap birc, ma gidng
thwong khach dwore quan Pwong ti€p dai long trong.

“Ly twdng quan, vi ¢d nwong nay la...?” Chang hoi theamg, de’ Ly Tinh
tré tay khong kip.

“A, a, vi cd nwong nay la nghia nr ciia quéc veong Thién Thién quéc,
tén 1a, tén la...”

“Ta tén la Lién That.” Nang khé cwoi, hanh 1€ véi chang, “Tri nhd tiic
vé va Ly twedng quan that khién ngwoi ta khong dam khen tang.”

Nuwdc Lau Lan & thoi ki Lwong Han[39] da som diét vong, sau cai danh
‘112 Thién Thién. Hién thoi vAn con ngwdi i tén Lau Lan thay vi qudc danh
Thién Thién, c6 di€u s& lwgng cwre nhd. Chang nhé tdi tA'm huyét thw, Lién
Tha't ty xung 12 ngwoi LAu Lan, cdm thd'y mot ndi nghi hodc, nhin sang
huwdng Thanh Thién thdi ttk, ngudi kia cling dwa mét nhin vé phia chang.

[39] Lwong Han: Bong Han va Tay Han.

Pai phu da vao treong kham bénh, Thanh Thién théi tt moii moi ngwoi
toi mot Téu khac nghi tam. “Uat Tri tdc vé, huynh & lai ddy, ta gidp huynh
tiép khdch.” Miéng y néi xong, mét khong nhin vé phia giwong ctia Uit Tri
Bat Cha't, budc chan chdm chap mot ldic méi di ra nai.

Chang ng'di canh UA't Tri Bat Cha't, khong khoi 4m tham lo ling, co géi
tén Lién Tha't tuy khong c6 dc ¥, nhung than phin nang van 1a mot diéu bi
an. Anh mét nang ludn ding trén ngudi chang, ta h'd biét bi mat gi dé.

Ching I& chuyén trdo xa nha ddi cot da 16?
C6 chut thap thdm, chang dirng bén quan cong, hi vong 6ng khong c6

viéc gi. C6 ra't nhiéu chuyén, thi€u y ki€n cua tredng bdi that ding 1a kho
giai quyét.



Ruou say y day la ldc ngwoi hdu bao lai két qua chan doan cda dai phu,
tinh mang quan cong khong ddng ngai, nhwng xwong dui bi ran, tu mau
bam, hon nira throng thé” trén dau nghiém trong, phai tri hoan mot thoi
gian.

Thanh Thién nhe nhang thé ra, nang chén moi Ly Tinh: “Pwong Veong
h'dng phic té thién, phtt hd U4t Tri dai thdc tdnh mang v6 wu, ta kinh twdng
quan mdt li rroru nhat, tam thoi bi€u 16 long biét on.”

Ly Tinh hé'n hé u6ng mot hoi can sach, xoa rau quai nén, néi: “Quén
cOng dai nan khong chét, ta cling mwng thay. Lao phu ¢6 mot chuyén muén
cau dién ha, cling mudn gidp ngwoi thanh toan wdc vong, song hi 1am
mon.”

“Moi tedng quan néi.” Thanh Thién hoi ling ting, mat 10 ra vé ma't ty
nhién.

Ly Tinh dng Ién, thong tha budc vé chd ngdi, vira di vira sang sang
noi: ““ Lién Tha't cong chia cia Thién Thién quéc véi Ut Tri tic vé vira
gdp da thwong, cau 130 phu lam mai m&1, chu toan viéc nay, khong bi€t y
dién ha thé' nao?”

Y vong tay thi I&, bung thAm nhi khong tdt, trén mit lai nd nu cudi, tra
lovi: “Cong chda di md théan tr Vu Bién qudc, Thanh Thién cling thd’y vinh
hanh. Chfmg qua viéc hon nhan dai sy nén d€ cha me lam chu, quan cong
bénh tinh nguy kich, chi s¢r Uat Tri tiic v€ lic nay cling vo tam suy nghi.
D& ta tré vé can nhic, tedng quan va Lién Tha't nghi sao?”

“Piéu nay...?” Ly Tinh ditng tai chd, hai mit phang phat nhu hudng vé
chi€c ban dit phia nam, mudn xin y ki€n, tha’y Lién Tha't co ngoc hoi

nghiéng, khép hai mét lai, bén tuy y néi: “Lio phu chd tin t6t clia théi té.”

Thanh Thién hoi khom ngwoi, budng chén rieou néi: “Movi cac vi ty
nhién, Thanh Thién céo lui trede.”

Téan khach c¢6 mat vu6t cam, nhin theo y, déu cwoi day vé xau xa.



Ly Tinh ng61 vao bén canh Lién Tha't, ha giong: “Chuyén 1ao phu nén
lam da lam xong, hi vong c6ng chia dirng nudt loi.”

Lién That che miéng cwoi, “Twdng quan yén tim, ta s€ diéu tra rd moi
chuyén.”

U4t Tri At Ting thé phao nhe nhom, diin ngudi hau séc thudc. Pai phu
noéi thwong thé” quan cong khong con dang ngai, chi can tinh dwong may
ngay. May vira gian ra, lai thoang thay Thanh Thién cau mét vén rém di
Vao.

V6i vang dudi ngwoi hau ra, Thanh Thién thdi t& u sdu ddy mat, chdm
rdi néi: “Ly twdng quén that ¢6 nha hing, thay huynh lam ba mé&i.”

“Cai gi?” Ua't Tri At Ting tha't thanh kéu 1én: “Huynh ddp tng r6i?”

“Khong. Ta chi néi hon nhan dai sw phai do cha me lam chi, mwon c&
thwong lwong v&i huynh di ra, huynh c6 biét hin mudn ga ai cho huynh
khong?” Thanh Thién ha giong, n6i ra mot céi tén khi€n y kinh hodng
khong théi: “La Lién Tha't cong chia cua Thién Thié€n qudc.”

U4t Tri At Tang khong néi, nhing khong ngirng bude di trong noi
tredng. Cudi cling, nhin Thanh Thién héi: “Huynh cam thay day la y cua
Ly twéng quan hay 1a y cta vi ¢d nwong kia? Hay néi khac di, gitra bon ho
c6 phai da c6 mot hi€p nghi nao dd, y cua Lién That cd nwong cling 1a y
cta Ly twedng quin, ma y cua Ly twdng quan trong treong hop nay 1a thay
mat cho y ctia ¢6 nwong ay?

“Huynh mudn néi ddy 1a mot cdi bay?” Thanh Thién nhiu may.

“Khong bi€t, ta chi lodng thoang cdm thay chuyén nay c6 chut ki quai.
Sao lai dot nhién mudn lam mdi cho ta? VE 1y phai 1a cho huynh...” N6i
dén day sic mit chang traim xudng, “Hay I bon ho biét...”

“Ta khong thay thé&". C6 1€ vi ¢6 nwong kia that sy viea gdp da thwong
huynh. Chi mudn nhanh chéng cling huynh lam ciy lién canh, nim tay dén
dau bac.”



U4t Tri At Ting 14c dau, y&u &t néi: “Nhung ta mot 1ong hwéng Phit,
vO tdm ga cudi. Chi s s€ phu long vi ¢d nwong nay.” Chang nhé t&i doi
miét thiét tha ctia nang khuya hom trueére, thé dai. Piéu nay khién chang
nh¢ toi mot doan tho.

“Thién nw lai twong thi,
trong hoa duc nhiém y.
Thién tdm canh ba't khdi,
hoan phing cyu hoa quy.”[40]

[40] Dién dich: Tién ni dén thi thach, cAm hoa mudn nhudém 4o. Chan
thanh nhung khong the, danh cam hoa cli quay vé.

bi dén ban, chang mua but vi€t doan tho’, ngoi but nhw bay, manh mé
chay trén gid'y.

“Pay 1a...” Thanh Thién nhin chang kho hi€u.

“Néu Ly twdng quan lai nhic t&i chuyén nay, huynh nho 6ng &y dem
vat nay giao cho vi ¢6 neong kia.”

Thanh Thién ¢am 1%y, xoa tran: “Moi chuyén s¢ 1a kho gidi quyét chir
khong don gidn nhw huynh nghi.”

“Chealng 1€ huynh mudn ta dap &ng hon sy nay?” Chang bat giac cao
giong, nhw da quén thir ty ton ti.

Thanh Thién gio tay ra hi€u, néi: “Ua’t Tri tuc v€, huynh dong y ciing
thé’ma khéng d6ng y ciing thé’, doeng quén than phan ctia huynh.”

U4t Tri At Ting cii d4u, traim ngam néi: “Thai t gido hud'n ra't ding,
ta't ca d€ ngwoi dinh liéu. Nhwng vo luin thé nao, ta cling s€ khong cwdi ¢
nwong kia.” Thanh Thién thai t vO vai chang, néi: “Ta biét. Moi chuyén
ctr d€ d6, chor Uat Tri dai thiic khoé 1€n r'6i n6i.” Y lai cam to’ gid'y, “Thir



nay van nén d€ huynh ty minh giao cho nang. Chi mong nang c6 the’ bd
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qua.

U4t Tri At Tang giat minh ding ling, trong miéng chi nhéc lai kia hai
cau tho cli: “Thién tdm canh ba't khéi, hoan phing cyu hoa quy.”

Qua gior Dau, U4t Tri Bat Cha't tinh day, trén mat td vé mét mdi va dau
don, da tha'y Thanh Thién théi t& va Ua't Tri At Tang déeng bén canh.

“Uat Tri dai thic, ngwoi tinh r'6i1?” Thanh Thién nhe nhdm, bat gidc
mim cuoi.

“Phu thén, con va thdi tik ra't lo cho ngwdi.” U4t Tri At Ting cung kinh
néi, dwa mit khién ngwdi hau mang thudc dén.

ThaYy sdc mit hai ngudi day lo 1ing, Uat Tri Bat Chat hoi, “Cé chuyén
gi sao?”

Ha't tay, Thanh Thién thai t& ty minh bwng thud’c, bon cho Ua't Tri Bat
Chat dang ng'6i nira nguwoi trén giwong.

“Ly twdng quan lam moi cho thdi t&r, mudn ga cong chda Lién That cia
Thién Thién cho thdi t& dién ha.” Thanh Thién néi xong, dwa mét nhin U4t
Tri At Tang - chang m&i ding 1a théi t& cia Vu Dién qudc.

U4t Tri Bat Cha't nhiu may, hdi: “Thdi t& c6 bing long khong?”

“Ta mot 1ong hwéng Phét, t nhién 1a khong dong y.” U4t Tri At Ting
cung kinh néi, hai tay chip trede ngue, vé miit trang nghiém.

“Chuyén nay con phai thwong nghi 1au dai. Pwng voi ham h'6 tw chdi,
tim hi€u xem trong d6 c6 4m muu gi khong da.” U4t Tri Bat Cha't nim lai
givong, udng xong thud'c Thanh Thién bwng 1én, gat dau. “Ta cdo lui
treére.” Ut Tri At Téng lui ra.

Chang thoang thdy mot than anh chot 16e triedre Téu vai, than tha ra't
nhanh nhen.



“Ai?” Chang hét mdt ti€ng, 1ap tirc dudi theo.

Nguwoi phia tredre tra h'6 biét ¢6 nguoi theo sat, chay toi mot u cat gan
dé, dwng buwdc, chidm rai xoay ngwoi lai.

“Hod ra 1a nang.” Vat 40 Ut Tri At Ting pha't phor, cha't van: “Lién
Tha't cong chua vi sao lai ndp bén nai nhin trom?”

Lién That cuoi néi: “Chi ¢ th€ trach thai tir dién ha che da'u than phin
ra't khd, khién ta lo 1dng.”

“Y ctia cong chia, At Ting khong r5.”

Nang nhiu may, giong bong tré nén manh liét: “Thién Tugé, ta t&i hoi
chang, chang that khong nh¢ ta sao? Chang that khéng nhé r6 chang da
wng thuén htra voi ta?”

Thién Tué... Céi tén nay khi€n chang nhé t&i truyén thuyét ma Thanh
Thién ndi v&i chang. Chang luén cam tha’y vi nghe nhiéu nén quen, trong
dau dwong nhw cling hién ra hinh danh mdt nir t 4o xanh miéng ngdm y
cwoi, tay cam bay canh hoa sen, di vé phia chang dirng. Bong dang &y, birc
twong trong Chula Nhién Pang, va Lién Tha't dieng trén con dwong cat vang
ngap troi ch'dng cha't 1én nhau, khi€n chang mo h'6 tim lai dwgc mot sw
viéc nao do6 an sau trong tri nho.

“Nang 1a...?”

“Ta la Cu Di, la ntr t& ki€p tredrc dd dwa chang nam canh hoa sen.
Chang tirng bang long trong ki€p nay sé 18y ta lam v, b'6i thwong tién
duyén ki€p trwdrc.” Lién That nghiém nghi néi.

bing r'o6i. Chang da nho ra.

“Nguyén nga hiu sinh, thwong vi quan thé, hdo stru ba't twong 1i[41].”
Nang nhéc lai cAu n6éi ma chang ding 14 wng thuian nhw mot 1o hira, nhung
d6 chi k& sach tam thoi, 10 hira chang bt ddc di wng thuan vi 1o diin do
cta sw phy, vi phd do ching sinh. Khi Nhién Déang Phat thang thién, ngwoi



di€m da'u chu sa @4 Phat chi gitra tran chang, da néi voi chang: “Ché hw
phdp than, nh¢ 18y nh¢ 18y!” Chang khong the€ vi mot nir t& ma thay doi
wdc nguyén ban dau cda ban than.

[41] Nguyén long ki€p sau, ludn vi thé quan, t6t xa'u khong phan li.

“Cong chia, moi tr¢ vé di. Thanh Thién da sém mot long giao cung
Phat TG, doi doi ki€p ki€p khong mudn vedng ban chuyén nam nir. Ki€p
triedre ki€p nay tham chi ki€p sau nira s€ khong cwdi vor sinh con.”
“Chang...” Lién Tha't birc bach ndi: “Né&u chang tir chdi tdim nguyén cia ta,
ta s& n6i chuyén chang va Uat Tri At Ting trao d6i than phan cho Ly twéng
quan nghe. P&n lic d6 vua Pwong ndi gidn, ¢6 1€ s€ phdi binh chinh phat
Vu Bién quéc. Khi d6 thdi tir dién ha di mot 1ong hwong Phat, chi s cling
chealng coich gi.”

U4t Tri At Tang dirng d6i dién nang, that 1au sau, cudi cling chang thé
dai: “Nhuw vay... Trit chuyén h6n nhin, Thanh Thién mac cd nwong xt tri.”
No6i hét, pha't tay 4o bd di.

“Phat TG c6 néi: Ngwoi xud't gia khdng néi doi. Thién Tué, chang khong
the€ khong tuan tha lovi woe.”

“A di da Phat, tOi 10i t0i 16i...” Chang khong quay d4u lai, van thap
giong tung “Phap Hoa Kinh”, budc chin ciing nhanh hon.

“Thién Tug, chang s€ ho1 han.” Lién Tha't déng tai chd, thé lwrong néi,
nhw 1a chi Tdm bam, hodc nhw 1a dau don ha quyé€t tam.

Theo y ctia phu hoang, chang va Uat Tri At Ting that sy trao ddi than
phén con tin, thira ldc quan Pwong tré ndi phong bi, tré vé Vu Dién qudc,
cho’ phy hoang tram tudi thi nd'i ngoi.

Nhwng d61 v&i ngdi vi hoang d€’, chang khong ¢é hirng thi. Chang mot
long hwong Phat, do'c 1ong nghién ctru hoa 1i, chi nhw thé” ma thoi.

C6 1€ Thanh Thién thai t& gia trang so v&i chang thich hop véi ngbi vi
hoang d& nay hon.



bén Pai Buwong lam con tin, ¢6 the’ & Pai Pwong hoc dwgc hoa nghé va
phwong phap vé tranh cda trung nguyén va nhirng ki€n thirc Phét gido inh.
Trwong An da't rong cuia nhi€u, dia linh nhan kiét lic nay khdng chi 1a mét
cai I'ong giam, ngwoc lai tré thanh mot noi can hwdng toi.

Néu c6 th€ nhw thé’, du Ly Tinh twdng quéan biét dwoe thian phén cua
chang, ciing khong quan trong.

U4t Tri At Ting nghi vdy, bén thong tha budc huéng vé Ly Tinh twdng
quan, xin vao bai yét.

“Cho moi.” Ly Tinh twéng quan vira moi do do gidp, mot than treong
bao rong rai dirng & gitra tredng, van uy phong 1am liét.

“Uat Tri tac vé dém khuya dén tham, c6 viéc gd’p gi khong?” Cho quén
lui ra, Ly twd'ng quan hoi.

“Ta c¢6 mot vat trinh 1én, xin twdng quan xem qua, twdng quan xem
xong s& biét.” Chang dwa mét cho tiy ting dang 1én mdt pho twong va mot
khdi hoang ngoc dwoe tao thinh mot ngoc 4, sdu miit trén khoi nc khic
hinh bo'n phrrong triung diép, the€ hién §t dit, chinh gitta ¢6 mot 10 hdng, the
hién bau troi.

“Pay la...” Ly Tinh minh bach, trén mat lai cd tinh t6 vé nghi hodc.

“Pay la tin vt clia thdi t¢ Vu Dién qud’c, twdng quan chic ciing biét.”

Hinh tron trén nc &n chi bau troi tweng treng cho quyeén luc va dia vi,
hon nira hoang ngoc quy bau khé tim, c6 the tiy tién 18y ra nhw vay chirng

nhan, khong th€ lam cho nguwoi ta hoai nghi vé than phan.

“Tudc vé dwa thir nay, 1a mu6n néi v&i lao phu ngueoi mai 1a thai ti that
sy¢?” Ly Tinh vudt ru, lanh nhat néi.
“Piing vay. Thanh Thién va At Ting trwdc khi xud't phat da trao d6i

than phan, von di phu hoang ta hi vong ta c6 the tré lai Vu Dién k& thwra
ngoi vi hoang d¢’, nhwng ta thay doi dw dinh ban dau. Ta quyé€t dinh ti€p tuc



than phan nay, ta tiép tuc 12 Ut Tri At Ting, thdi tir van 1a théi tr. Nén ta
va gia phu s€ cung Ly twéng quan vé Treong An, d€ thai tir quay lai Vu
Dién k& thwa ng6i vi, y chia Ly tedng quan thé nao?”

“Thai t& can gi phai lam vay?”

“Chealng 1€ Ly twdng quan mudn Lién That cong chia tim hi€u than
phan that sy cda ta va thai t& khong phai vi di€u nay sao?”

Ly Tinh cwoi ha ha hai ti€ng néi: “Thdi t& qua nhién la théng minh hon
nguwoi. Nguoi xem ta vi théi tr din diy to h'Ong nay, théi t ¢6 nén n€ mit
1o phu mot Ian, dap &ng hon sy nay. Du sao diéu nay doi véi Vu Dién va
Thi€n Thi€n qudc ciing d€u la chuyén t6t.”

“Ta 14 vi chuyén ny ma d&n.” Uat Tri At Tang 1am cti dau néi: “Ta néi
voi Ly tedng quan than phén that sy, dong y vé Pai BPuong, chi ¢ mot
diéu kién.”

“Priéu kién gi?”

“Thinh twdng quan hay ga Lién That cong chda cho ngwoi khéc, tai ha
so'm mot long hwdng Phat, khdng viedng ban hong tran.”

“Piéu nay... Chi s¢r khong on. Lién Tha't cdng chia voi thai tir viea gép
da thwong, néu ga cho nguwdi khic, cong chida e rang khong thuan theo.” Ly
Tinh 18c dau, khé x& néi.

Uat Tri At Tang thA'm nwdc, & trén mat ban viét bon chir.

“Di hoa ti€p moc.”[42]

[42] D&i hoa dit g6.

“Thai tr dién ha da tim dwoc gd t0t?”

“Ly twéng quan néu khong ché ta quay ray, cé the nghe At Ting néi vai
lovi.”



“Pugc dwoce, 1a0 phu mudén nghe ‘Uat Tri tic vé€’ chi diém.” Ly Tinh
ndi xong, sai ngwoi mang regru va thiee dn, nghe Uat Tri At Tang ti mi n6i.

Khi chang néi xong, chot cdm tha’y cdm gidc tdi 16, hai ngay sau, chang
s€ ciu phu hoang stra chira Chuia Nhién Pang lai, d6i m&i hoan toan, coi
nhw chudc t01.
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Chuong 6: Nguyén Rua

Vi mudn nhanh chéng tim dwgc xac wop, gido sw Tién 14p tirc phai
ki€m tra moi hoat dong ctia nhan vién nghién ctru c¢6 tham gia I'an khao sat
nay.

Ban dau, 6ng mudn dwa xac wdp nit nay vé phong nghién ctru d€ khéo
ctru thém, nhwng sau khi Nguyét Truc Ldi dwa nd vao ham lanh, dén ldc
quay lai da khong thay du, ttr ldc bd xac wdp vao dén khi phat hién ma't
chwa dén 15 phuit.

Lic &y, ¢6 mit tai hién treong cé gido sw Tién Duyét Nam, Nguyét Truc
L6i va Ban Kinh Vién, va m6t vai tre’ If ¢ nhiém vu nghién ctru van ty cO
dai.

Xdc wop va nhirng @6 vat chon cling da dit vao quan tai, bd vao hdm
lanh, bdy gio’ chi con mot it ¢ dac bang ngoc ra't dep, ban dau dit trén ti'm
vai qua'n mat.

Khi Lau Lan theo vai nhan vién nghién ctru di vao ham lanh, cd khong
kim dwore mdt con riung minh. C6 khdng & noi xay ra sy viéc, lai thém
gwong mat khoi phuc ctia xac wop gidng hét nhw mat ¢6, moi ngwoi déu
cam tha’y c¢6 va x4dc wép mat tich c6 mot loai lién hé khé néi. Nghi rang sw
trong sach da mat, Lau Lan chu dong xin gia nhap doi ngii tim ki€'m.

O noi tirng dit xdc wép, Lau Lan tim thd'y mot manh vai quin. Co ding
nhip gip 1én, can than quan sit.

Phong tuc wop xac cia Don Hoang khi &y 1a pha 1én trén mat nguoi
ché&t mdt tang vai, con goi 12 y phuc dt. LAy lua tring quAn miit, bén trong
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16t bdng tor, th€ hién than phan. Than phin cang cao thi 1op lua cang dwoc
lam tinh &

Lop vai quan nay dai trén dwdi mot thwede hai, ché tac ciu ki. Vai lam
mat 1a gd&'m, lya dd 16t trong, & gitra 1a bong min, mat trén théu hoa van va
chtr thoi &y, v6 cung tinh xdo. B6n phia ¢6 ddy quén, ¢6 tac dung c¢6 dinh

cho “y phuc” ctia mit.

“A, nhitng hoa vin phia trén hinh nhw ¢6 vai chit cdi.” An Than ding
canh cd quan sat, nghi hodc mé& miéng.

“Chir c4i?” Nguoi chuyén nghién ctru chit Han ¢& dai - Ban Kinh Vién
cam manh vai trong tay Lau Lan, dwa lai chi€c dén dic biét quan sat, anh
sang tor deén chi€u xudng c6 th€ tha’y ro rang chinh gitra manh gd'm hién 1én
nhtrng dong chtr mo’ h'6 khoé phan biét, hao hao chwr La Tinh, MUYO.

“Cé nghia gi vdy?” Lau Lan nhin Ban Kinh Vién — gwong mit cang lic
cang tring béch, hdi mot cach ba't an.

Anh ta khong trd 1oii, lai hdi Lau Lan ¢6 tirng nghe qua mot bai hat ¢
tén la “Lau Lan tan nwong” chua.

“Ngi dich 4i nhan ting ham 1¢

Twong nga mai tang

Dung chau ngoc dung nhiit hwong

Twong nga quang hoat dich than khu bao khda

Tai dung chi€n dau dich tha twong dieu vii

Séap tai ngad nhw doan dich phét thwong

Tha khinh khinh hap thwong nga dich song nhanp>

Tri dao tha thi nga nhan trung



To61 hiu dich hinh twong

B4 tién hoa sdi man tai ngd hung tién
Pong thi sai lac dich

Hoan htru tha dich i hoa wu theong
Tich dwong tay ha

Lau lan khong tw ph'on hoa

Nga dich ai nhan cd doc dich li khir

Di nga di tuyén c& dich hic 4m

Hoa tuyén co dich di€ém mat di bi thich
Nhi nga tuyét ba't nhiéu th nhi moén
Gi4 dang 10 mang dich ba ngi kinh tinh
BoOc nga vu bat tdi teong thirc dich
Hoang lwong chi thwong

Xao todi nga xao todi nga

Tang na dang 6n nhu dich tim

Chich htru ta deong nhung thi

Puwong nién dich ta dwong kha thj

Htru thuy htru thuy hteu thuy

Ning ba ngi trong tan mai tang

Hoan nga thi€n nién cyu mong



Nga rng nhung thi 1au lan dich tdn nwong.”
Dién gidi: “Ta yéu nguoi dén roi 1é

Puwa ta mai tangp>

Dung chiu ngoc dung hwong tram

Boc ta trong vai min

Lai ddt I6ng v vao ban tay run

Pit ta ndm trong gd'm véc

Chang nhe nhang vudt hai mét cho ta

Biét chang & trong mét ta Hinh dnh cudi cling
Pem hoa troi vay day tredc nguc ta

Trong khi hoa roi

Con ¢6 tinh yéu va wu thwong ctia chang
Mat troii chiéu nga veé tay

Lau Lan khong ty ph'on hoa

Nguwoi ta yéu ¢6 doc bd di

Tédng ta to1 tam mai mai

Va ngot ngao, va bi thwong mai mai

Ma ta khong bao gio tha cho cac nguoi
Nhirng ké ngao man danh thirc ta bing tinh

Phoi ta & mot noi khong quen biét



Phia trén hoang ving

bap tan ta dap nat ta

Trai tim da teng diu dang nhw vay

Chi ¢6 ta dwong van chi€u Nim &Yy ta dwong ciing thé

Cd aicod aico ai

Co6 th€'tang ta lai mdt Tan mai tdng Cho ta gid’c mdng ngan nam cii
Ta van mudn 1a Lau Lan tin nwong.”

Anh ta ty dong doc hét bai thor, giong dan dng tram thdp ma ua't ke nhw
khong heé thich hop d€ dién dat tinh cdm bi thwong trong bai tho, riéng cau
“Ma ta khoéng bao gio’ tha cho cdc ngwoi” lai khiéh Lau Lan va An Than c6
cam giac kinh hoang.

“Xéc wdp nir d6 va bai tho nay c6 1ién hé véi nhau sao?” An Thén cé
cam giac khong on.

N v A A N . NA 2 7 « X < v <
“La van Khw L6, mdt loi nguy€n rua.” Ban Kinh Vién sac mat trang
béch noi.

“Nguyén raa? C4i gi nguyén raa?”’ An Than canh gidc dirng thang, hai
mat nhin cham cham vao manh “y phuc” ctia mat, tim dot nhién dap loan.
“Chang I€ xac wop nguyén riia ching ta da khai quat c6 ay?”

Pang néi, manh vai dot nhién tw trén ban bay 1én, nhw ¢c6 mot canh tay
nao d6 thao ting, chup vao mit An Thian, trim kin tai m&t miii miéng cd,
b6 s¢i diy nhw dwgre ti€p thém sirc manh, quang sau dau c6, bo chit,
nhirng dwong nét trén mét cd ¢6 the' nhin thd’y rd rang qua 1op vai trum.

“An Than!” Lau Lan lao 1én, tim c4ch c&i manh vai, nhwng né nhw c6
sitc song, dit Lau Lan kéo thé ndo ciing khong ra. Tay An Than vung vay
kinh hoang trong khong trung, c& ging hd hap, than th€ trong phiit chdc
van veo nhw khong thé’ khdng ché’.



“Mau, di tim ngwoi hd trg’!” Lau Lan hét vé phia ngwoi dang dieng sting
so’, Ban Kinh Vién.

Tay An Than van khong ngirng ngo ngudy, tiéng hét trong miéng bi che
lai thanh ti&€ng rén ri thong khd, phang pha't nhw 1o nguyeén ria tiéng Khuw
L6, giong ndi dirt quang thanh nhirng ti€ng “MU-YO, MU-YO”. “Xay ra
chuyén gi?” Truc L&i nhén nhdc lao vao ham lanh, dé dang kéo tAm vai
trén mét An Than nhu ¢cAm mot mén d'6 tuy than, do 14y than hinh loang
choang cuia An Than, hdi: “An Than, An Than, em ¢6 sao khong?”

Lau Lan nhfu my, cdm thA’y anh th& ndo lai nhw dang goi “At Ting, At
Tang”?

Theo ban ning, tay An Thén tim 18y Truc L&i, anh mét hoang kinh ma
trong réng nhin anh, miéng ha hdc, cd gdng hd ha’p. Tt gwong mit tdi nhot
mét mai cua co, ¢ the tha’y ¢6 chi kinh hai chir khdng dang lo ngai.

Truc Ldi gét gao dm chiit c¢o vao long, vo lung ¢, dd danh, “Anh s&
khong d€ em xdy ra chuyén gi, lam sao anh c6 th€ d€ em xay ra chuyén...”

LAu Lan nhén ra, 4nh méat Truc Li hoi qud than thiét, nhung chi tiét
nho bé khong lam ¢6 ban tam bao lau, ¢6 phat hién “y phuc mat” da bi Truc

L1 xé hdng, 1&p bong & gitra 10 ra mot géc gid'y da chuyén sang mau vang.

Co6 can than dung nhip rit ra, b€ rong khoang mdt xich[43], trén mat chi
chit van ty Khu L6.

[43] Xich: thwdc Trung Qudc, mot xich b?mg 1/3 mét.

C6 dwa cho Ban Kinh Vién, d€ anh ta phién dich.

“Truc L&i, An Thén c6 18 khong sao dau, anh dwa c6 &y vé trede di. o
day lau so cam lanh.” C6 v0 vai Truc Loi, tir trong long ban tay truyén dén

cam gidc lanh cirng, c6 1€ vi anh chi mic mét chi€c 4o somi.

Lau Lan khong nghi nhiéu, voi dudi theo Ban Kinh Vién, budc ra ctra
phong lanh. D&n ctra, cd6 quay dau nhin Truc Li va An Thén, thd’y anh nhe



nhang hon vét seo dd trén trdan An Thn, khong biét 18y tir dau ra mot chiéc
vong tay hinh nhitng bong sen sic xanh den, deo vio cd tay co.

An Thn ngiy ra nhw phdng, kéo tay Truc Lbi, theo anh budc ra.

Lau Lan dot nhién phat hién: Nguyét Truc L3i tredc méit qud xa la, mit
anh loé 1én mot sy bi€n hod ki la, tw thé" di ciing khdng sai bwdc nhw binh
thudng, chan tréi thing tip dwa vé phia trudce, dimg lai, £éi lai dwa ca dui
phai thé’ing tdp budc 1én. Twa nhur... tira nhw cdch di ding cta nhitng crrong
thi trong phim kinh di.

Khi nghi d&n day, cd trdn vao mdt géc, che mié€ng, cd k€m ch&” d€ ban
than khong hét 1én.

Nguyét Truc L3i kéo tay em, ding nhitng budc chin citng ngéc nhw
vay, ldc di qua cd con quay dau nhin ¢6 moét cdi, cwoi kin ddo. Lau Lan
thay trén mit anh, trong mot ché'p mét, hién 1én mot tia sang ra't 4m u.

Anh deo chiéc vong ban d4u & trén tay xdc wép vao tay An Thian.
Chflng 1€ chiéc vong dd ma't ma tim lai dwore, va xac wop ma't tich ¢6 lién
quan dé&n Truc L3i?An Than ndm trén giwong, suy nghi van rat minh man,
nhwng than the phang pha't nhw dang bi khong ché’, khong the dong day.
Xuyén qua dnh trdng. co thi’y anh trai Truc LOi - nhw may ngay tredc —
ng0i trede giwong trong cd. Van khong bat dén, nhweng ¢o lai cam gidc anh
cO6 hom nay khong gidng nhr ngay dé: Gwong mat nhw dwgre tac trong
béng dém nhw 4 nhw hién, cirng ngéc nhu mot khdi cAm thach.

C6 mudn no61 mot cai gi do, nhung khong phat ra am thanh.

“Chang tinh r'6i?” C6 nhin thd'y mo6i Truc Loi map mdy, giong noi phat
ra lai la mdt giong nu.

“Co phai cam tha’y chang khong the cte dong ciling khong thé néi
chuyén? Cam giac ding day, vong tay cuda ta s€ lam chang ngoan ngoan

ndm yén & day, cho dén khi ching ta vién phong[44] m&i thoi.”

[44] Vién phong: bit dau cudc sdng vor chdng.



Vién phong? An Than mé to hai mét, khong the tin vio tai minh.

Anh dién r'6i sao, hay 1a ¢6 mot linh h'dn khac chui vao co’ th€ anh,
khong ché tw tedng va hanh dong ctia anh, anh ndi giong nir, giong ndi lai
qud quen thudc, nhwr giong ctia ¢d gdi y phuc tring ma cd nghe vao ngay &
Nui Minh Sa, mwot ma €m tai, nhwng lai thém mot tia ki di.

“Thé& nao, chang khong nh¢ r6 sao? Ta la Lién That. Ta ndi r'oi, doi doi
ki€p ki€p mudn cung chang lam vo ch'ong, mic ké l1a dep hay xau, la ban
hay tién, 1a phu hay quy, ki€p tred'c chang khong toai nguyén cho ta, kié€p
nay ta d&n tim chang. At Ting, chang lai vi trdnh né ta ma chuyéhn thé thanh
mot ni ti. Cling t0t, ta lai mwon Ki€p nay cua ta, cing chang lam mdot doi
vo’ ch'ong sudt ki€p!”

Am thanh sic bén vira thodt ra ttr miéng, Truc L3i bit dau c&i quan 4o
cd. Ngon tay khong ngung dung cham dén da thit trén nguoi cd, cam giac
lanh 180 nhuw ti thi 14p tirc vay khip ngwdi cd. An Than biét anh nha't dinh
1a da bj xdc wdp kia mwon than, cdi xdc wép nuwde Lau Lan kia ban dau hin
la dirng & phong thi nghiém trong vién khéo 0.

C6 nhim mit lai, mudn 1ic dau td vé khang cy, nhuwng khong thé nhiic
nhich. Nuéc mét theo gd ma chdy xudng, khién dong tic ctia Truc Loi
thoang cham lai.

“Ngoan, thi€p s& d6i xtr v&i chang thét t6t...” Anh hon 1én nhirng giot
nudc mat cua cd, noi.

Khoéng duwoc, ding nhw vay... Bdy long ¢6 tho't 1én.

Trong bong dém, c6 nghe thd’y mdt giong n61 mo’ h'é vang I1€n, “Nha't
nac di nac khoéng, khong ta't thwong thi nac”[45], chang 1€ that sy ding la
ki€p trwdc chia anh ¢6 dén trach cd khong thyc hién loi hira sao?

[45] Mot 1o dong v doi 18y tiéng d6ng y hw khong, he khong tat
(dwong nhién) phai boi thwong dong y.Ban Kinh Vién cAm to gid'y vang
vot ¢6 van tiy Khw L6 phién dich, b&i vi da d€ qua lau, cé vai chir ra't kho
phan biét, ciing may dai da s& van c6 th€ doc dwoe. O nhirng chd chi viet



khong rd ma khdng nhan ra ki€u chtr, anh vé mot vong tron, dwa cho Lau
Lan.

Chi tha'y mit trén viét rang:

“Duy tué” thir ®® ngii nguyét canh tix séc thap ngii nhat Giap Dan, ngu
phu At Ting tung di thanh van chi dién, trf t& vu ¢& phu nhan Lién Tha't.
Phuyc duy.

Lién Tha't thién nhién dic e, ty tinh lién lién, ® mong thwra hoan, quy
ba't cam thu. Kim hinh vu hi phong, nai tdng chi qua da. Ha hoa lai tao, nga
h€ vo duyén. Can trang e liét, 1€ da quyén quyén, nguyén linh ba't mudi,
thinh twu ham long, lai thir van hinh, thwong hwdng!”[46]

[46] Dan gidi: “Riéng tudi thitr e e thang nim ngay Gidp D4n, ngu phu
At Ting tung kinh ciing t&, gtri t&i ¢ phu nhan Lién That. Cii dau.

Lién That dao dic e, tinh cach dang yéu, e cé long yéu, chuyén tot
khong ddm nhan. Nay t van trong hy phong, qua 12 bdi ta so’ xud't. Hoa tur
dau dén, ta khdng biét tr ddu. Gan rudt @ nirt ra, 1€ nhw sudi, mong h'on
khdng mo' mit, mong h'dn hién ra, d&n thit hrong thom, hwéng 1&!

“La mot ban vin t&. Theo y t, ta h'6 1a néi chuyén mot ¢6 gai tén 1a
Lién That, trong ngay thanh hon tw tir trong phong cwdi. Chdong co ay tén
la At Tang, viin t& nay la do 6ng ta viét.” Ban Kinh Vién néi.

“Uat Tri At Ting! Qua nhién 12 6ng &y!” Lau Lan dwdng nhw d4 hicu
cdi gi, hét 1én, vd vai Ban Kinh Vién: “An Than dodn qua nhién chinh xac,
bich hoa trong mo huyét kia qua nhién 13 do U4t Tri At Ting vé. Ong Ay ca
doi tho Phit, rd't ¢ the€ da cy tuyét thanh hon, nén mdi néi ‘chuyén t6t
khong dam nhan’. C6 1€ c¢6 dau khong chiu ndi nhuc nha, vi thé trong ngay
thanh hon da tw s4t. Khi chiing ta phdt hién x4c udp, trén téc o ta cim 16ng
chim, trang strc chau ngoc, gido sw Tién suy dodn khi c6 ta chét dang 1a cd
dau.”

“Chuyén d6 chi chirng minh than phén ¢6 ta, c6 con thé€ chirng minh cai
gi ntra?” Mt anh ta buon buc.



“Chirng minh ciu néi truéc cua anh: Loi nguyén raa c6 1€ tw ¢6 gdi tw
sat nay. Co ta tén la gi? Lién That?” Lau Lan dot nhién nh¢ t¢i chi€c vong
tay, khong nhiéu khong it, vira van la bay déa hoa sen.

“Pung, c6 van dé€ sao?”

“Nguy roi, An Than xay ra chuyén!” Lau Lan vira néi vira v6i vang lao
ra, “Kinh Vién anh con tha't than lam gi, theo t6i mau!”

“Rot cudc sao lai thé nay? Chadm mot chiit, ¢6 dinh di ddu?” Nguwoi dén
phién trirc, Dwong Vanh vira m&i vao ngo’ ngéac hoi.

“Anh tich ADN trong nhirng thir ma xac udp d€ lai ra, hoat hoa né, sau
dd so sanh voi mau mau cta Truc Loi s€ biét.” Lau Lan kéo Ban Kinh
Vién, nhw gi6 16¢c ao ra ngoai.

“Lau Lan, cudi cung la chuyén vay? Vi sao lai n6i An Thian xay ra
chuyén?” Ban Kinh Vién mic thém 4o khodac, dudi kip bwdc chan don dap
cua Lau Lan.

“Truc L&i vira ndy, ldc trong hiAm lanh deo cho An Than mot chiéc vong
tay, d6 1a vong tay cua xac wop, khong nhi€u khong it, vira vin c¢6 bay doa
hoa sen. Néu t6i khong dodn sai, xac wop d6 tén la Lién That, vong tay
chinh 1a noi ¢ ta 1ap 1oi nguyén.”

Séc mit Ban Kinh Vién 14p tirc xanh mét, “C6 dang néi Truc Lbi ldc nay
c6 kha nang...”

“T6i cting khdng chac, nhwng cam giac 1a vay.” C6 lac dau, “Chi mong
toi dodn sai. Cho két qua xét nghiém cua Dwong Vanh s€ ro rang.”

Du nhw th&’, ¢6 van cdm tha’y mdt ndi s¢r hai kho hi€u. Nhung so hai cdi
gi lai ra't kho hinh dung, dwong nhw 1a phang phat da biét lai hi vong két
qua s& khong phai nhu the'.

Anh tring cang day dic, hai ngudi séng vai di trén con dwdng cét yén
tinh hoang vu, tim Lau Lan ning trich, d4'y 1&n ndi byc bodi khé hiéu.



Tay Truc Lbi lanh nhw bang, khi ledt qua nguoi cd, khién co the ¢d co
rdm lai.Anh, tinh lai di, em xin anh, dirng nhw vay! Ty ddy long cd hét Ién.
Du kié€p trede ho ¢6 hén cii gi, 4n odn gi, ng tinh gi, nhwng ki€p nay ho da
la anh em, vi quan hé huy€t thdng than mat nay, ho nha't dinh khong the
vuot qua gioi han, 1am ra chuyén trai luan thueong.

“An Than, An Than.” C6 dép vao ctra g0 lién tuc.

Nguyét Truc Ldi ngd ra mot chiit, ban tay cling ngung lai, ¢d quay nhin
veé phia sau, gi6ng nhw dau ciia ngwoi may. Chi con thi€u dm thanh “rang
rdc” clia tryc xoay.

An Than kinh hoang, con ngwoi dong day cam gidc s¢’ hdi. Co thad’y mat
Truc Ldi vin veo khé coi, khée mét va khée miéng 1éch sang mot bén,
khong khac gi nguoi chét.

“An Th#n, c6 di ngd chra? M& ctra nhanh!” La giong Lau Lan.

“La ai?” Giong ctia Truc Ldi da khdi phuc diing 4m sic dan 6ng, anh bj
xéac wdp thao ting, hai tw duy hodan d6i nhau mot cach ky diéu.

“Truc Ldi, t6i 1a Lau Lan. C6 th€ cho t6i vao khong?” Lau Lan van
khong ngrng dap ctra, kéu 1én.

“Ching t6i ngu r'oi, c6 chuyén gi ngay mai n6i sau.”

Giong An Than khong biét 14y sitc manh tir dau, 14p tirc la hodng: “Lau

Lan, ctru t6i!”

Pau Truc Li tirng chiit ting chiit quay trd lai, 4nh mat hung 4c nham
hi€m nhin cham cham vao An Thian trén givong, sau d6 ban tay cirng ngac
dwa Ién, bung kin mi€ng c0.

“An Thén ¢d 1am sao vay? Truc Ldi, mé cira mau, n&u khong t6i bdo
canh sat!” Giong Lau Lan da hoi khan di, quat to.



Nghe tiéng gao An Than, cd cang tin vao phdn dodn ctia minh, Truc L&i
& bén trong dwong nhw 1am chuyén ba't loi véi An Than. Tuy cd khong
biét Truc L&i s& 1am gi An ThAn, nhwng nghe c6 hét 1én cau ciru, duwdng
nhur ¢6 nghe dwgrc mot hi€u 1€énh nao do, li€u linh mudn phyc tung.

Ban Kinh Vién khong néi thém, d'6n strc x6 vao cdnh ctra g6, lach cach
mot chit, canh ctra bat mo ra.

Lau Lan khong doii anh ta ding vieng, 14p tirc vot di vao. Long ¢6 ndng
nhw Itva d6t, nhao dén, khong c6 dén, can phong den mu mit, cd khong kip
thich (rng. Bwd'c chin cham lai, c¢6 hit mot hoi that sdu, Am thdm dan do
ban than phai can than.

Trong phong im dng, khong mot chiit sinh khi. Ttr ctra s& nhd & néc nha,
anh trang loang 16 chi€u Ién san. C6 nhin thd’y trén giwvong mo h'6 ¢6 mot
ngrdi dang ndm. “An Than.” C6 goi kh&, ngudi kia cling khdng nhic
nhich, chi ding giong n6i méng manh “Um” mot ti€ng, traim ling, nhw
dang bi theong.

“Lau Lan, can than!” Ban Kinh Vién ditng sau cd, tha’y ¢ vao phong,
sau canh ctra hién ra mot bong den, hai tay hwdng ra sau dau co.

LAu Lan nghiéng d4u, linh hoat nhao vé phia giwong, 1ap tirc bit 18y
canh tay An Than, giat chi€c vong trén tay co xudng.

Truc Lbi ddnh 1én khong thanh cong, xoay ngwoi ngao nghé nhin Ban
Kinh Vién, thAp giong hét mot cau: “Mudn chét!” Bo' mdi anh ta nhéch qua
mot bén, d6i moi khé cong, 16 ra nhitng chiéc ring tring én day dic.

Du¢i 4nh tring, Ban Kinh Vién thay 16 dang vé Truc Ldi, hodng so'.
Anh vdi ¢Am mot ciy coc gd phong bj.

Lau Lan khé vuét mit An Thén, ¢ 1am c¢6 tinh tdo lai, “An Thén, c6
sao khong? Tinh lai, dwng lam t6i s¢...”

An Than ¢4 1am tay chan minh ctr dong, ddt nhién bo nhao vao long
Lau Lan rén ri.



“Co th€ anh t6i bi xac wop thao ting!”Dwong Vanh dém nay tric ban.
Phong thi nghi€m yén tinh d€n dang so.

Anh nhin béng Lau Lan va Ban Kinh Vién lao di, cdm tha’y phtc tap.

“Anh tich ADN trong nhirng thir ma xac wop d€ lai ra, hoat hoa né, sau
dd so sanh voi mau mau cna Truc Loi sé biét.”

Truwde khi di, Lau Lan n6i mot cau nhw vay, cd ¢ y gi?

Anh nh¢ lai chuyén geong mat Lau Lan va gwong mat xac wop sau khi
phuc h'6i ra't gidng nhau, cam tha’y hoi chit nghi ngo.

Trong khu thyc nghiém c6 phong phan tich miu mdu cda tirng nhan vién
khao c@, d€ khi phat sinh sy ¢6” ¢6 th€ kip thoi b sung nhém mau teong
trng hodc bi€t co th€' cia ho c¢6 khde manh khéng.p>

Anh dua 14t cit t& bao ctia x4c wdp 1én ban d€ tiéu ban kinh hiéh vi,
dung dung dich ddc ch& hoat hod, quan sat sy phan bd cua gen, lai mé may
tinh, vao thw muc tw liéu, tim miu mau cia Truc Li, thye hién nhw vdi 14t
cit t& bao.

Anh tip hop hai hinh dnh ctia k&t qua dén trwdc tha'u kinh r'6i so sanh,
lai phat hién mot sy that kinh khing.

Tw liéu vEé gen cua Truc Loi khi so sdnh v&i mau gen clia xdc wdp,
ngoai trir khdc biét & nhiém sic th€ gigi tinh XY, nhitng tinh trang khic co
'0 d€n hon 90% 1a hoan toan trung 1ap.

Chang 1&, Truc Ldi 12 chuyén thé ctia xdc wdp kia? Anh dirng tredc
chié€c kinh hién vi, lai ngdy ngan ca nguoi.
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Chwong 7: Tiéu Hrong Ngoc Vin

Lién That dang trang di€m thi thi n& bdo twdng quin Ly Tinh t&i choi.
Nang nhiu may, sai thi nir moi 6ng vao. M6t budi sang tinh mo’, khdng biét
Ly twedng quan vi chuyén than phin con tin ctia Vu Dién, hay vi hon sy cla
nang va Ut Tri At Tang?

C6 diéu, mic ké the nao Uat Tri At Ting déu khong dong y véi yéu
cau cua nang. Nang hi€u — khi cuy tuyét nang, trén mat chang toat ra sy dirt

khodt dén tuyét tinh, nhung chinh trj van 1a chinh trj, n6 c6 the thay d6i tinh
cach von ¢ cua nguwoi, cung quy€t dinh cia ho.

“Khi sic Lién Tha't cong chia qua khong t&.”

Khi twdng quan Ly Tinh di vao, khé mim cwoi, nhin qua tran ddy sinh
lyc, mat toa sang.

“Lam phién twdng quan. Twdng quin sang som dén tim ta, xem ra cé
chuyén mudn n61?” Lién Tha't khé giwvong moi, gat dau chao.

“Tin t6't.” Ly Tinh hén hé, “Cong chia khong moi ta ngdi sao?”

“That 18.” Nang né nu cwdi 4y ndy, ra hiéu cho ti nir bung nude tra,
nhwong ghé trén cho 6ng ta. “Mai twdng quan ng'di. Twdng quén c6 tin t6t
gi mudn ndi cung ta?”’

“Pwong nhién 1a hon sy ctia cong chia.”

“Hon sg?” Vé mat Lién Tha't td vé kho hieu.


https://www.dtv-ebook.com/

“Cé 1& cong chia khong biet, Uit Tri tiic vé di ddp tng hon sy nay. Hin
dan 1do phu lam cang nhanh cang on thda cang t6t, thir nha't mudn vi Uat
Tri quan cong xung hi, thir hai vi chiing ta di lai mét méi, lic nay khong
tién tri hodn qua nhiéu chuyén.”

“Chang da dong y r61?” Lién Tha't hoi kinh ngac.

“Hén dwong nhién phai dong y! Py 1a chuyén t6t trim nim mdi gip,
U4t Tri At Tiang hin hd c6 the bd 16?7

“Vay...” Nang trAm ngidm mot chiit, vAn chin cho' sau mot ldc 14u.

“Vay cdng chda hdy cho lam nwong tir di. Nhirng chuyén khac 140 phu
s€ mot tay xw 1i.” Ly Tinh udng mét ngum tra, dieng day cdo tu.

Lién Tha't mo mit, ngo’ ngac ding lang. “Cong chia, cong chua...”
Thi n* nhe giong goi mo6t ciu, nang mai tinh lai, héi: “Chuyén gi?”
“Str gid Quy Tw qudc dang 1€ vat, ddy la danh muc qua ting.”
Nang nhan 1%y, than nhi€n néi: “Ta da biét, ngwoi lui xudng di.”

Nhirng mén qua tang 14p tirc dwgrc dwa dén tredrc mat nang, chau ngoc
tran bo ngua tdt Pai Uyén[47], nang khong chi y 14m 1ién thong tha budc
qua. Gitra mot chiéc khay c6 mdt ludng sing loang lodng thu hiit fAm mat,
nang ¢am con dao nhd tinh x40 dwgc mai sic, ludi dao chiéu ra béng ddng
xinh dep ctia nang, moi hoi cwoi mim.

[47] Pai Uyén: tén m6t nwdc nhd & Tay Ve doi nha Han.

U4t Tri At Tang sdng sém dd vao [éu “phu than” thinh an. Strc khoé
U4t Tri Bat Cha't phuc hdi rd't nhanh, nhung van ¢an mot thoi gian tinh

duwong.

Thanh Thién thai t& dang bung chén thudc, ty dit cho Ut Tri Bat Cha't.



“Uat Tri dai thic, ta dang ¢6 chuyén mu6n cung hai ngwoi theong
lrong.” Chang dwa mét cho ngudi hau, ditng mot bén, cung kinh néi.

“Sang so'm st gia Quy Tw qudc da dua tdi danh muc qua tdng, néi vay
thai tir da dap ing hon sy nay?” Ua't Tri Bat Cha't vé mét khéng vui, uéng
xong thud'c thi nam lai giwong, lanh nhat noi.

“Ua’t Tri dai thic ché gidn voi, xin nghe ta néi hét.” Chang mim cwoi
nhin v€ phia Thanh Thién gia, cdm thay da an bai xong moi chuyén.

“Cung thong gia v&i cong chiia Thién Thién qud’c, thit nha't ¢6 th€ tang
m&i giao hdo v&i Thién Thién qud’c, ting cwong sirc manh cia Vu Dién
qud’c, thir hai cling ¢6 th€' 1a8p miéng Ly twdng quén, khi€n 6ng ta vo phap
bay trd v&i than phan ctia At Ting. Ta dd néi rd than phan cia ta véi Ly
twéng quan, c6 diéu viéc hdn nhan nay that ra 1a chuh bj cho At Ting
huynh, ta chi gia vo nhw th€’, con khi thanh hén, s€ 1a huynh béi dwong
thanh than. Ly twdng quan da dong y v&i ta, cho huynh thanh than xong c6
the€ quay vé Vu Dién k& thwra ngdi vi, con ta va Ut Tri dai thiic sé dén Dai
Pwong lam con tin.”

“Chuyén nay... At Ting sao c6 th€ ddm dwong trong trach nay?” Thanh
Thién bién sic, do du néi.

“Pai thiic, ngwdi thay sao?” U4t Tri At Tiang, cling chinh 12 thdi tit chan
chinh mim cwdi nhin Vé ngwdi niva nim trén giwong, Ut Tri Bat Cha't. “Ta
s&'m tam giao Phat mén, khong mudn dinh ddng gi dén cong danh nita. At
Tang bat luén la tai tri hay dam Iwg'ec d€u hon ta mot bac, ta sé vi€t thw
riéng cho phu veong, giai thich moi chuyén.”

“Phu than...” Thanh Thién nhin vé phia Ua't Tri Bat Chat.

“Cé I& tredrc mat day 1a bién phdp tot nha't.” UAt Tri Bat Cha't gat dau,
“At Tang, con chuan bj cudi cong chda Thién Thién di.”

“Poi xtt tdt v&i nang.” Ua't Tri At Ting vo vai y, “Du sao ciing da
khi€m ngwoi ta mot phiéan tinh.” Tinh cdm ki€p trwdc, danh phéi bdi
thwong nhw vay.



Trong dau Thanh Thi€n hién ra geong mdt xinh dep, dung nhan tuyét
th& ludn luén mang theo mdt chit tang thwong, nha't 14 ddi mét sang, chira
dwng ndi bi ai kho néi thanh 1o, 1am cho nguwdi ta tim dong khong thoi.

Y that sw ¢ th€' 18y dwoe nir tir xinh dep nay sao?

Y cii d4u, hoi u budn, néi nhd: “U.’Hi phuc dé thim tir dinh dau tran
t&i mat ca chin, nhe mau twoi n'ong liét can nu6t toan bd linh h'on.

Mong tay dai, nhwng dai chi vi tich mich.
T6c bii gon, lai bdi khong thanh ndi trong tuw.

Nang bdi mot dau téc den that dai, d6 1a twong tw tw tién ki€p deo toi
kiép nay, tAng fang lo ling.

Lién Tha't ng'6i yén, nhin ntr t&r dung nhan tuyét mi ma thoat tuc trong
guong, khong bi€t vi sao ddt nhién cé cam gidc ba't an. Nang gid vo’ nhw
khong, nhe nhang tw tay 4o 18y ra con dao nho, lvdi dao in rd gwong miét
nang, trong sang.

Nhu mdng nhw do.
“Cong chida hom nay that dep.” Thi nix gidp nang chai dau mim cwoi,
nhin thd’y con dao nhé trong tay nang, kinh ngac kéu mdt ti€ng: “Cong

chia, hom nay la ngay dai hi, ngan van Tan dwng vo dao 1am ki€m nha!”

Nang né nu cwoi, ra 1énh: “Ngwoi di nhin xem ddi dén dau dén chwa?
Ta mdn ng61 mGt minh mot luc.”

“Da.” Thi ntt yén ling lui di ra ngoai.
Lién That ngdi tredec gwong d6ng, trong 1ong ¢6 mot linh cam khé
hiéu. Trén tay, chiéc vong gin bay bong sen van tring sdng nhu tuyé&t, nhu

kié€p trwoe.

Chang chép tay cti d4u, nhin nang néi: “Ni thi chd, ta dung nim trim
lrong mua ndm canh hoa sen, khong bi€t y thi chi thé nao?”



Lién That 1ic dau, nwdc mét theo hai gd ma chdy xudi xudng dudi,
nang khong nén dong y... N&u khdng c6 mot loi hdi nay, khong c6 mot cau
nhan loi cda chang, nang s€ khong vi mot 1ol hira xa voi ma theo chang
ngan nam.

Vi bay dod hoa sen cho Phat Nhién Bang, nang mat ngan nim tim chang
— vi sw tré kiép tredc, Thién Tué.

Khong sai, chang 1a Thién Tué, vi cao tang anh tudn khoi ngd, nho bay
canh hoa sen nii tuyét ma dic dao.

Nang mic cho nwdc mét tudn tran nhu sudi, roi, roi... Ting giot thim
vao gid y[48] db thim, nhw nhitng cdnh hoa d2o.

[48] Gid y: 40 cudi.

Tuy thanh thin 12 ngdy vui, nhwng nang van khong kim ndi ma roi I€.
Tuy la quéan 4o mil phwong khan quang vai, nhwng thé€ xac va tinh thian chi
tha’y mét moi, khdong c6 may may vui swong.

Cudi cung, cai gi khi€n nang lo lang va kho s& dé€n vay?

Diing lic nay, thi ni¥ voi vang chay vao, lo 1ang hét 1én: “Cong chia,
khong may roi, Ua't Tri tuc v€ khi dang t&€ wng[49] thi bi kinh hach, dang di
voi doi ngli don dau thi nga, thwong thé ra't nghiém trong.”

[49] T€ wng: cling chim wng — da giai thich & doan dau.

“C4i gi?” Lién That ding 1&én, nwdc méit van chua kip kho. “Chang c§'y,
nhd't dinh 1a ¢6 y! Ta chi biét, chang s€ khong bao gio’ tinh nguyén d6ng y
hon s nay mot cdch dé dang!”

“Tdc vé ndi day la thi€n y, con d€ Thanh Thién thai t& mac trang phuc
tan lang, thay th& ngwoi cling cong chia bai dworng.” Thi nir néi xong, nom
nop lo s¢, lui vE phia sau trng bwde, guc dau xudng.



“Thay th&! Chuyén cwdi gd ma cé the' thay thé!” Con gidn dam vao tim,
tr miéng nang phun ra mot ngum mau troi. “Nguwoi di ndi cho nam nhéan
phu tinh kia, ci d&1i ndy ngoai hin ta khong 14y ai nita, néu hin khong
dong y cudi ta, ta sé ty két thic!”

Lién Tha't rut dao, né1 quyet liét.

Thi n bi nang doa, chao dao chay ra ngoai. Nwdc mét Lién That lai
mot T4n nira roi xudng, dwong nhw ca hi phong tran ngip sic hong da tré
thanh mot man cham choc khéo 160.Uat Tri At Ting hip mét, nhin chim
chim con chim ung trong tay chang.

Pay la phong tuc dia phwong & Thanh Nhién Pang, tan lang khi cudi
thé tr phai phong sinh mot con chim wng, twong treng cho “bay xa van
dam”. Chang gio’ canh tay, d€ con chim vit Ién khong trung, khée miéng hé
ra mdt nu cwoi khé phat hién. Sau d6, nga nhao tw trén lwng ngua.

“Tudc vé! Ngwoi khdng sao chir?” Lap tiec, nhirng t6i t& phia sau ao 1én
hoi.

U4t Tri At Tang bép vao tii mdu chang dd chuah bi, mau dé twoi tir
khip ngudi chang chdy ra, rt that, d&n mirc chang cim tha’y ban thin that
s da bj theong.

“Mau mau mei dai phu dén, chi so tic vé bi thwong khong nhe.” Ly
Tinh twdng quan voi cudi ngwa dén, khoé xwr néi, “Uat Tri tic vé, thoi roi,
hom nay la ngay dai hi cia ngwoi, thé nay... Bao 1ao phu lam sao bay
gio?”.

“Vay danh 1bi hon 1€ lai mot thoi gian.” Cé nguoi néi.

“H6m nay 1a ngan chon van tuyé€n mai ra, thé€ nao cé theé' néi lui 1a hi?”
Nguwoi khac néi.

“Piéu nay... S¢’ 1a khé.” Ly Tinh néi vé do dy: “Chuyén hanh trinh von
vi theong thé cia Ua't Tri quan cong da tri hoan mot [an, n€u lai tri hoan,
chi s¢ khong on.”



U4t Tri At Ting gidy giua ding 1én, ding ngén tay chi vao hudng
Théanh Thién.

“Y tiic vé 1a... D€ théi tt thay ngudi thanh than?” Ly Tinh vudt rau, cii
ngwoi hai.

Uat Tri At Ting td y&u y&u &t gat dau.”Thai tk c6 dong y... Gidp At
Tang chuyén nay?”

Thénh Thién khong the tranh dwgc, gat dau.

Ly Tinh thé dai néi: “Theo tredc mét tinh hinh, cling danh nhuw vay.
Nguwoi dau, giip Thanh Thién théi ti thay quan d0.”

Thénh Thién nhin U4t Tri At Ting mot c4i, cdm tha’y kh& sé. Khong
bi€t Lién That cong chda khi bi€t chan twdng, sé thwong tim thé nao! Toi
10i...

Y dwoc mot ti€u dong dan vao phong thay quian 4o, chi 1€ quan 4o 10ng
14y khéc thieong, mil cao dai rong, diy vang day do do, lai khién Ly twdng
quan lo l4ng.

Hoi cti nguoi, y xd¢ ctra Téu di dé€n ddi don dau, phia tredrc dot nhién
xud't hién mot thi nir, than sac hoang hot, quy gbi tredc ngua y.

“Sao the?”

“Thai t thi t6i! Cong chda biét thai t¢ mudn thay twdng cong thanh
than, khang khang khong theo, dang cam mot con dao chuan bj ty sat!” Thi
nir kia voi va néi xong, lau nrde méit.” No ti khanh cau Ly twdng quan,
Thénh Thién thai t& va Ua't Tri tdc vé, d€ cong chda dwgc nhw tim nguyén
di!”

“Cong chuda con néi gi khdng?” Thanh Thién lo au hoi.

“Cong chia néi, tree Ua't Tri tic vé nguoi khong 18y ai khac, néu Thanh
Thién théi t& thé than chd r€, nguoi tha chét chir khong theo. Néu Ua't Tri



tic v€ that sy khong mu6n 18y cong chia, cong chia sé€ ty ket thic.” Thanh
Thién kinh ngac, quay dau nhin Ly Tinh twéng quan, ty hdi nén lam thé&’
nao cho phai?

Y xudng ngwa, goi tuy tung d€n, nho giong phan phé vai cau, sau dé sai
buwdc qua [éu cia Lién That.

Khi U4t Tri At Tang vao Téu, Lién Tha't va Thanh Thién théi t& dang &
d6, Thanh Thién ding mot bén, Lién Tha't ng'di ngay ngén truede ban trang
di€m, trén mit vin con nwdc mét.

“Cu01 cung chang da dén...” Nang nhin U4t Tri At Tang trong gwong,
cuoi bi ai, nhw sdp vinh biét. Gio tay 1én, con dao nhd sic nhon da dAm vao
nguc, mau twoi t trong ngeoi phun ra, dinh day quéan do nang.

“Lién That!” Uat Tri At Tang do nang ngay lic nang nga xudéng dat,
nang mim cuwoi, gang gwong thi tham bén tai chang lovi cudi: “Ta nguyén
ria chang, dung sinh ménh va méu twoi cua ta, nguyén raa chang!”

U4t Tri At Tang tha'y mdu nang dinh vao chiéc vong tay tring nhu
tuyét, nhudém do chi€c vong, r'oi bi€n thanh mét thir mau xanh den sang
béng quy di, khdng hiéu sao chot dang 1én mot ndi so hii. “Lién That, At
Tang that khong phai v&i nang.”

“Thai t...” Thanh Thién di 1én, cau may noéi: “Ngwoi khong the hoi
sinh, nén bi thwong di.” “Ta mudn dung I€ tiét ctia phi tir hau tdng nang.”
Chang 6m thi thé ctia Lién Tha't dang dan d'an lanh nhw bing, néi chéc
chin.Nim thtt hai Pudng Cao Téng Vinh Thuan.[50]

[50] Pwong Cao Tong Vinh Thuédn 1a mi€u hiéu cta Ly Tri, 1a hoang dé&’
thr ba cia nha Puwong, cai tri Trung Qud'c trong giai doan tir nam 659-683.

Thanh Thién run ray dirng trong lan gié thu, ngang dau nhin Chuia
Nhién Ping da dwgrc xady m&i hoan toan, phia trede diing van ty Vu Dién
viét nién hiéu ciia y. Vua Pudng vira dwa di the Uit Tri At Ting dén tan
day, cling ban thuwdng cho chang ho Ly. Ong mé hop X4 Loi[51], cung



kinh d4p d4u lay ba céi, dan theo than ddn Vu Dién d&n chia cing bai
Nhién Ding Phat, dung ndi nh¢ bi thiét viét t& vin cho Uat Tri At Tang.

[51] X4 Loi 1a nhitng phan k&t tinh con lai sau khi 1am 18 tra ti (hda
thiéu) nhuc c6't cia Pirc Phat va cac vi cao ting.

“... Pai hang truy phuc, thu Phat phd dg, ba't xa thwong sinh, hing van
twr bi, vu thi gia hang, phuc duy thwong hwdng!”[52]

[52] Dién dich: Phiic I6n gidng xudng, chju Phat phd do, thwong cho
dan den, mé long tir bi, quay vé phuc tiing, phti phuc dang I€.

Thén dan cta 6ng quy dwdi bic thang ciing tung theo: O ho ai tai, hon
phéch quy lai, phuc duy thwgng hwdng!”[53]

[53] O hé ai tai, h'on phach quay vé, phii phuc dang 12.

M4’y muoi ndm trede, Lién Tha't ty van chét, At Tang mang di the nang
dat & Chuia Nhién Pang, mot Tan vi vinh vién canh gitr bén canh nang, d€
nang phai mo ctru hén, tiéu trir nguyeén raa.

Ly Théanh Thién thé dai, chdom rau tring ctia 6ng lay dong trong gid, khi
ong quay dau lai, da 1a anh sang ngép tran.

Phéan bdy: C6 dau Lau Lan

“Phu than?” Lau Lan quay d4u lai, thA'y mit Nguyét Truc Loi day vé x6t
xa, anh dwa vé phia Ban Kinh Vién mot vé mit ky di 1oé ra thir 4nh sing
mau lam, lam ngwoi ta khong the kim mot con ring minh.

Ban Kinh Vién vung coc gd, khong cho Truc Ldi lai gan, thira lic do,
anh ta quay nhin Lau Lan quét: “An Thén n6i ra't dung, to1 tha’y tdm phéan
14 Truc Lbi bi mwon xdc roi. Hai ngwoi chay mau!”

“Pi.” Lau Lan gidip An Than mac quan do, kéo ¢6 lao dén ctra sO, nhay
ra ngoai, Ban Kinh Vién & bén kia ngén can Truc Ldi, khong cho anh dudi
theo. Mét Nguyét Truc Ldi dan d'an bién thanh mau luc sdm, dot ngdt tim



coc gd trong tay Ban Kinh Vién, sau d6 xoay ngudi mot géc 90 dd, ném
anh ta xudng da't, hai chan khép lai, dudi theo Lau Lan va An Than.

Ban Kinh Vién thé ra mot hoi lanh, nhin than hinh citng ngic Nguyét
Truc Loi & phia trirdc khong ngieng ndy 1én, to'c dd kinh ngwdi. “Sao... Tai
sao c6 th€ nhw vay?” Chaalng 1€ nhtrng Ii ludn khoa hoc déu nhw gidy, mong
manh, yéu &t vi loi nguyén rda kia sao?

Do dy mot lat, anh chay ra dwong goi dién thoai cho gido sw Tién, bao
cho 6ng bi€t chuyén da phét sinh.

Lau Lan va An Th#n chay vé huéng mo ¢&, Truc L8i — bi xdc wép nhap
vao dudi theo sat gét, 16 ra d6i mit ddy nhitng u am. “At Ting, At Ting,
chang quay lai...” Hai tay anh ta m& rong, nhay ch'ém chom dudi theo,
miéng khong nglrng goi cdi tén kiép trude ciia An Thian.

“Lau Lan, 1am sao bay gio? Anh &y cang lic cang g4an!” Giong An
Thén y&u ot, chan khong ngirng chay vé phia tredc, nhw s¢ dung lai sé lai

bi Truc L&i vong tay bit 13y.

“Cho d6 ¢6 mot mi€u tho bd hoang, ching ta trom vao d6.” Lau Lan thé
phi pho, khong ngung 16i tay An Thién, ¢6 khich 1€ ¢6.

Ban Kinh Vién khong biét mé mai cdi qudi gi, bi Nguyét Truc Ldi ném
di, da khong thd’y tam ho1 bong dang.

D6 13 miéu the Tan tredre An Thian va Truc L3i phat hién ra chi viét.
An ThAn ngang dAu, trén ctra van 12 nhirng hang chir mo nhat, dwdi dnh
trang c6 vé ro rang ky la.

Mot ban tay tir phia sau bit 18y bo’ vai co.

An Than hoang so hét 1én mdt tiéng, lai bj tay kia bung kin miéng.

“Suyt, dung so, toi la Ban Kinh Vién.” Anh khong biét ttr dau chay trdn
ra day.



Ba ngwoi bon ho tranh sau dai hoa sen, cd thé that nhe. C6 thé nghe
ti€ng chin Truc Ldi ting bud'c mdt cang lic cang gan bon ho.

“Hinh nhw cdu ta chi ding tred'c chin chu trede cira mi€u, khong vao.”
Lau Lan vung trodm 16 d4u nhin bén ngoai, thd'y Nguyét Truc Loi déng canh
ctra 16n & ngoai ngang dau, hai mét thang tip nhin 1én phia trén.

“Anh c6 bi€t nhirng chir vi€t phia trén d6 c6 nghia gi khong? Kinh
Vién?” An Thian dot nhién nhé t&i tredre ddy gido sw Tién tirng phan cong
Ban Kinh Vién nghién ctru chir viét kia.

“U, ding 1a chir ctia Vu Dién, 12 mot loai bién th€ ctia Khw Lo, theo
khao chirng cta toi, chir vi€t 1a ‘Ly Thanh Thién stra chira cho Trinh Quan’,
vai chir phia sau han 1a nam, nhwng khong thé bi€t 1a nam bao nhiéu.”

“Ly Thanh Thién? Vua nwdc Vu Bién?” Lau Lan xen vao, “Nhung vi
sao Ong ta phai ngan ddm xa x6i d&n Pon Hoang stra chira mot toa mi€u
tho'?”

An Thn lai nghe tha’y c4i giong néi bi thwong cta 6ng ldo dang tung:
“Pai hang truy phiic, chiu Phét ph& dd, khong tha thwong sinh, hung van tw
bi, cho khi gia hang, pht phuc thwegng huwdng!”

“Bé&i vi, Ly Thanh Thién mudn dit X4 Loi cia Ut Tri At Ting & day,
cau Phat TS che ché. Ua't Tri At Ting ca doi khong 14p gia dinh, qua doi &
DPai Brong Treong An, sau khi chét mu6n dwore hoa tang, thit xwong
thanh nhirng vién X4 Lo, dwoc cung phung nhw th€. Ma stra chira mi€u
nay, con 1a nguyén vong ctia dng.” An Than dudng nhw cdi gi ciing da 16
rang, giai thich, tay trai dit 1én bé hoa sen, trén mét c6 mot cdi chdt nho
nhd, cd 4n xudng, lai tha'y xua't hién mot chiéc hop bang gb hinh nén. “At
Ting, At Ting...” Giong Truc Li lai trong tréo nhr mdt co géi, thé lwong
trong gi6 dém, phiéu di€u truyén vao trong mi€u, khi€n nguoi ta sdn gai
oc.

Anh ta tirng bud'c mot nhdy vao, hai mét phét ra 4nh sang u 4m xanh
luc.



Lau Lan va Ban Kinh Vién ngah ra, d thA'y An Than ¢Am hop X4 Loi
di ra ngoai.

“Chéng 1& An Than da khoi phuc trf nhé kiép trude?”

Lau Lan vieon tay mudn kéo c6 lai, da thA'y An Than di thaamg dén trudc
mit Nguyét Truc Ldi, chAm ri lam 1& nhw mot dirc Phat, néi v&i anh: “Lién
Tha't, quén di, quén nghiét ki€p trwde, nhin han ki€p nay, tw trong than the
ngwoi dan 6ng nay xud't hién di...”

Co6 mé& hop Xa Lgi, bén trong, nhirng vién X4 Loi phat ra mot tia sang
vang ruc, bao phii khip nguoi Nguyét Truc Loi. Anh thdng khd hét 1én mot
tiéng, xui lo’ trén mat da't, bén canh xua't hién mdt xac wdp xanh den, ding
la xac wop nwde Lau Lan da bi€n mat trong phong thi nghiém.

“Lau Lan, Kinh Vién, hai ngudi c6 the mang c6 &y vé.” An Than mdi
mét chi vao xdc wép dang nam trén da't, vé mit xdc wdp 16 vé dir ton rat
dang sor, ngén tay cirng ngéc co quip nhr méng chim, vé khdng cam long
trieng mét nhin An Thén.

Miéng cd ta hoi nho vé phia truede, co thanh mot cdi chim moi, phang
pha't nhw dang phat ra am ti€t “M”, ba ngwoi con lai trao d6i mot cdi nhin,
bi€t xac wdp nha't dinh mudn néi chit MUYO - nguyén ria.

“Ngt say di. Ngt say di c6 dau.” An Than cidi dAu, néi mot cau véi xac
u’é’pf)’ thoi dai ma khoa hoc cye ki phat tri€n da xay ra cau chuyén thuc vé
st ludn h'6i chuyén thé’, bao thui nguyén raa, xac wdp ntr va nhirng vién Xa
Loi ky la da danh tan nhirng 1i luan ctia nhirng nguwoi xwa, thanh vat bi an
khong thé€ giai thich.

“Qua thyc ¢6 th€ so sanh v&i Sphinx.” Dwong Vanh 1am bam.

Sphinx Ai Cép, birc twong nhan sw, theo thian thoai Hy Lap 1a quai vat
ntra ngwoi nira tha.

“Vay cac em déu tin twdng chuyén nay la do losi nguyén?” Gido sw Tién
ngam tau, vé mat khé x& nhin moi nguoi.



Khong ai 1€n ti€ng.

Nguyét Truc Ldi da khoi phuc y thire, 40 ndo ng'di mdt bén, hai tay 6m
mat, khong th€ d61 mat voi em gai.

“Gi4o su, tdt nha't 1A mang c4 xdc wdp nay di mai tdng.” Ban Kinh Vién
nh¢ lai doan cudi trong bai tho “Lau Lan tan nwong, ddt nhién ndi ra suy
nghi trong dau. “N&u ching ta lai ti€p tuc nghién ctru, khdng chirng xac
wdp nay sé€ lai bam vao mdt ngwoi nao d6 mot cach ki bi, dén lic do lai
khong cai gi m&i ctru dwore!”

“Pung vay, gido s, em cling ddng ¥ v&i v kién ctia Kinh Vién.” Lau
y y y
Lan tram tw ntra ngay, phu hoa.

“Mai tang mot Tan nira?” Gido sw Tién ding 1€n, thong tha di dén cira sO
sat da't, te day c6 th€ nhin thd’y Ndi Minh Sa va Sudi Nguyét Nha yén tinh
nam d6, hai vat, hai loai von khong the dong thoi t6n tai lai vieot qua
twdng teong ciia moi ngwoi clng ton tai ma’y ngan nam, khong vi 1i do gi
ma ton hai hay bién doi.

La mét ki tich.

Co 1€ xac wop nay cling nén nhw canh dep, yén tinh ngu say tai do,
khong nén b&i nhirng ngwoi vi muc dich cia minh ma pha hdng sy yén
binh khong thay d6i ctia né. “Cac em chuan bj trwdc, chiing ta s€ quan xac
wép ndy mot Mn niva, sau d6 mai tdng.” Ong budng tau, quay lai néi véi
moi nguoi.

Truc Loi ngo ngdc mot chiit, budng tay, nhin vé phia gido sw Tién,
“Cam on thay, gido suw.”

An Than 6m hdp X4 Loi cling néi: “Mai tang thir nay cung voi ¢ ay
di.”

“Pay la nhitng hat X4 Loi khé gip, An Thian, nghi cho ki da.” Gido sw
Tién 4m tr khong chéc.



“Em d4 nghi ki, d¢ di th& Ut Tri At Tang cung c6 &y nga say di, chi ¢6
nhw vy, c6 &y md&i ¢6 th€' tiéu trir oan han trong long, thu lai 1oi nguyén
raa, mdi ngwdi c6 the sdng binh an, hanh phiic.” An Thén binh tinh ndi,
khudn mit an tinh nhw mdt thanh nir da dwore dirc Phat siéu do.

“To6i van khong rd mot chuyén.” Dwong Vanh dot nhién xen vao: “Néu
An Th#n va Truc Ldi 1a U4t Tri At Tdng va Lién Tha't d4u thai, vay vi sao
grong mat Lau Lan lai giong hét Lién That?”

Lau Lan mim cwoi: “B&i vi ngwoi ludn h'di chuyén thé lubn hi vong
dién mao ban than gidng nhuw ngwdi minh yéu. UA't Tri At Tang van c6
gwong mat ki€p trede, bdi vi 6ng &y mudn nhw ki€p truede, quy y Phat TG,
s& di tran An Than c6 mot da'u chu sa cta Phat, 12 bi€u thi cho sy khong
ham mud&n tranh gianh. Con Lién Tha't vi yéu Uat Tri At Ting, vi thé¢’
khudén mit Truc Loi ra't giong An Thén, con toi, ¢6 18 1a kié€p tredre yéu
Lién That ¢6 nwong.” Co cwoi ché nhao, mét cham mét Truc Ldi, nong
ryc.

C6 nghi co biét kiép trude ctia cb 12 ai - 1a ngwdi cung Uat Tri At Tang
xwng huynh goi dé, vua ctia Vu Bién, Ly Thanh Thién.

Truc Loi nhin vé phia An ThAn, cdm tha'y bu'dn ba, khong bi€t bu'dn vi
cai gi.

Moi thtr di sdp x&p On thda. Bun thach cao, quan tai va nhitng ¢’ vat
chon cung déu da day du. Gido su Tién cuing nhirng nguoi khac dan do
xong, M4n lwot r&i huyét mo, chuan bi 14 lai. An Than dit hop X4 Loi bén
g01 ctia xdc wop, ¢6 nhin vao chi€c vong trén tay, lic dau 1a mau xanh den
cta hoa sen, khong biét vi sao lai bién thanh mau dd, tirng chit tirng chut
chuyén thanh mau mau huyét.

“An Th#n, nhanh 1én. P& nuéc thép vao ngay day!”

Lau Lan tw phia trén goi tén ¢6, @€ phong sau nay ¢6 nguoi trém md, ho
d6 nuwde thép vao cac khe hé, d€ chiing ¢6 dac cung véi huyét mo thanh
mot khdi, vieng chic d€ khong ngwdi nao c6 the xam nhip vao trong d6. An
ThAn cham tay vao vong, phiit chdc, n tir ttr chuyén thanh mau tring ngoc



On nhuan, dwong nhw nhitng odn hén tw 1oi nguyén déu thoang chd'c hda
thanh tro tan, hét thdy tré vé hw khong.

“PE t6i ding ki&p nay bdi thwong mén no kiep trweée cho cd di.” An
Théan nhe nhang néi, “Nguwoi xud't gia khdng néi ddi, mot loi ndi ra, nha't
dinh s€ hoan thanh tdm nguyén.” C6 kéo ctra huyét, nh6t minh va xac wop
vao mot chd. Chd't An mau dé ty dong mé ra, nwde thép nhw Ika ndéng bong
a0 at x01 vao bén trong. An Than nh&m hai mét lai, tredc d6 mot khoanh
khéc, c6 thd'y trong quan tai, khée mdi Lién That nhéch 1én mot nu cudi
y&u &t, an lanh, chim vao gidc ngd. “An Than!” Lau Lan hét kinh hoang,
mudn xdng vao trong, lai bi moi ngwoi kéo lai.

“PAy 12 s6’ ménh cua em t0i, khong the thay doi.” Nguyét Truc Ldi lanh
nhat néi, “Phat T6 s€ phit ho em t6i ngu yén.”

Anh xoay nguwoi, mat nhin vé Nii Minh Sa ménh m6ng xanh tham trong
anh mat troi lanh va canh chim wng mai miét bay vé ndi, chot roi 1€...

R&t nhi€u ndm veé sau, khi Lau Lan mac do cwdi trang, cd ngdi & truedc
guong, phang pha't nghe thdy, trong mdt géc phong truyén dén giong néi
sau kin: “Thi€p dong y van la... Lau Lan tan nwong.”

“C0 dau caa anh, em chuan bi t6t chwa?”

Ngoai ctra truy€n d€n mot h'6i ndo dong.

C6 mim cwdi mé ctra, tha'y Nguyét Truc Li dang cAm mdt bo sen tring
ding d6, v cuing anh tuén.

C6 nhan 14y, nhe nhang hon 1én moi anh. “Em vinh vién 14 anh, ¢ dau
Lau Lan...”
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