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1. Dua i ri ma
. Dwong troi ri mau

{4

afu sﬁ%a, to bu ro, fu ra gu ra shu ra, bu ra bu ra bu ryo!”

“A na bu sho, fa ka na ka na, ba ra wa ra fu re nyo, ku ra ko sho!”

“Ka cha byu ryo ho, kya ba sha, cha ba, ryu ba rya bu rya, ho ko sho!”

L3, 18, c6 hing ha sa s& nhitng cdi 16 trén vach d4, ti d6 tran ra thi dnh
sdng mau xanh. Chaamg bi€t ¢6 bao nhiéu con gremlin dang sdng & Flat
(Khu cw trd) nay nira. Mot tram con? Mot nghin con? Hay 1én t&i don vi
hang van? Sinh vat trong nhw doi k&t hop voi goblin nay vé co ban 1a vo
hai. DU biét vAy thi Haruhiro van thd’y so' it nhiéu. Nho' c6 sor say gi d6
khi&n bon chiing lao vao tdn cdng nhom ciu thi ca bon sé chfing con cach
nao chdng do'.

bi hét Flat (Khu cw trd) thi phia tredc 1a Storage (Kho trieng). Ca'u tao
Storage (Kho trirng) ra't don gian. N6 dai & hai bén con dwong doc dao 1a
day phong hinh chir nhét noi 14 gremlin dé trieng. Tui Haruhiro cheamg can
gi t&i dam trirng d6 cd, chi viéc ngd lo may can phong do va ti€n budce trén
con dwong ddc dao ma thdi... Ti€n bwde thi ¢6 6n khdng nhi...?

Haruhiro vira ngé sang xac nhan sy ¢6 mat day du ctia Ranta, Kuzaku,
Yume, Shihoru va Merry hét Tan nay dén Idn khéc, vwra tw hodi ty dap veé
chuyén ca bon nén cir thé” ti€n 1én hay quay nguworce trd lai. Ma khong, minh
chi tw hdi thoi, chik co tw ddp ddu. Ai ma biét cdu trd loi nhw thé'nao chik.

Budc chian cia nir veong va tuy tung dang di phia trwede thin trong
nhung khong h€ do dy. Chi€c den ['dng ma tay tuy tung Nono dang cam soi
td voc dang tdo bao va dir doi cua nir veong Lala.

Péng 1€ c0 ta chealng can phai pho treong nhirng phian nt tinh trén co
the hay d€ cho cac vi tri ma ngwoi khac khong dwge phép nhin suyt soat 10
ra d&n murc do thé& kia. Tuyét nhién khéng c¢6 chuyén Haruhiro mudn nhin
canh twgng d6. Nhung ciu van trét nhin. Co ta ¢d tinh mudn cho ngwoi
khdc nhin ha? C6 thé cb ta dang nhim dén rat nhiéu hiéu qua t cdi viée
“cho nhin” nay.



Con Nono, nguoi dan ong téc tring, deo mit na den che khuad't nira
dwdi khudén mat, thi cyc ki it néi. Ping hon 1a Haruhiro con chwa twng
nghe thdy giong anh ta. Lic nghi giai lao, Nono s€ lam ghé cho Lala ngoi.
Cai quai quy gi vay...?

Du néi gidm néi tranh thi ho van 1a mot bo doi ki quic.

Ho tai nang. Mot cach dang s¢. Va cling dang tin cay. Chi c6 diéu, dwa
vao ho c¢6 &n khong ddy? Khé néi that. Haruhiro cé cdm gidc rang néu tin
trdng ho mot cach ba't cah, tui ciu s& bi nhin ra di€m yé&u va gip phai ric
ro1 to dung.

Ching bao 1au ca bon da di hét Storage (Kho tritng). Phia trude 1a mot
con dwong doc dao that sw. L6 di nhe nhang u6n cong vé bén tay phai, r'oi
dot nhién ngodt ti€p sang phai theo mot goc cua rat gdp. Bén cudi, con
dwong ré nhanh thanh hinh chr T. Haruhiro ¢6 cam gidc déja vu. Noi day
ra't giong con dwong di xuyén qua Storage (Kho tring) tv Wonder Hole.
Cai doan chtr T d6 du di sang phai hay sang tréi cling déu hop lai v&i nhau
va d4u bén kia ctia n6 ndi lién voi Wonder Hole... VAy thi biét dau ca bon
s€ c6 th€ quay vé... Haruhiro dd nghi nhw vady trong mdt thoang. Pwong
nhién la chuyén do chealng the’ xay ra.

Lala va Nono ré phadi & doan dwong chirx T. Thém mot khic quanh.
DPing nhw dy dodn, con dwong chia lam déi. Ca dam r€ phai, sau d6 di ti€p
mot doan dwong dai. Loi di nhd hep, tran thap, lai ngodn ngoeo khic
khuyu nay twdng nhw kéo dai vo tan. Tuy c6 vé gidng, nhirng qua nhién nd
khong phai 161 vao tr Wonder Hole. Rot cudc con dwong nay sé dan tdi noi
nao nhi? Liéu tui Haruhiro c6 th€ quay vé dwoc khong?

“Gan dén 161 ra ro61.” Lala thi tham noi.

Qua that khong khi dang nhé nhe chuyén dong thanh dong. Nhiét do
cling thap hon mot chit so véi ban ndy. Khi Nono che chié€c déen I'ong lai,
xung quanh 14p trc trd nén tdi om. Phia tredc khdong hé c¢6 da'u hiéu cua
anh sang.

“Pang la bu6i dém a...?”” Ranta 1am bam r'6i nudt nwdc bot.

C6 tiéng ai d6 thd dai. Tiéng budc chan. Tiéng quan 4o loat soat. Ao
giap kéu lach xach. Nhirng nhip thé. Manh vai phu dén 1'6ng chwa dwoc go
bd. Chiit 4nh sdng y&u &t lot ra tir khe hé ctia vat dang che chén cdi den.



Lala dung chan, dung ct chi ra hiéu gi d6 cho Nono. Nhém Haruhiro
cling dung lai. C6 vé Lala yéu cau Nono di tham thinh tinh hinh m&t minh.
Nono da trang bi cho ban than chiéu thirc Sneaking [Lén lit]. M6t dao tic
nhw Haruhiro 14p tirc nhan ra diéu d6. Hon ntra, anh ta con & trinh d6 kha
cao. Nono giao lai chi€c den 1'6ng cho Lala roi tan vao trong bong t61 ma
chealng hé giy ra ti€ng dong va bieh ma't trong nhdy mét. C6 1& vio khoing
nim phiit sau, Nono quay lai. Anh ta ghé s4t co’ th€ minh lai gan Lala, chic
dang thi tham vao tai cd, nhwng Haruhiro khong nghe dwoc giong néi nao
ca.

Tém lai 1a Lala da gat dau mot cdi, trd chiéc dén I'ong cho Nono va bét
dau ca't budc. Tui Haruhiro cling chi con cach di theo.

Chiéc den van bj phi kin nhw tredc, xung quanh t6i den nhw muec,
nhwng rd rang cd nhém da gan t&i bén ngoai.

MGt chiit nira thoi.

Sap t&i roi.

“Nnyaa...” Yume kéu Ién mot ti€ng ki cuc.

Bén ngoai that am wdt va bi vy quanh bdi bong tdi lanh 1€0. C6 4m
thanh. Am thanh gi th¢' nhi? Nghe nhw nhitng tié€ng “ou, ou, ou...” vang lén
d€u dan... La ti€ng dong vat kéu w? Tui Haruhiro ciing nghe th&y am thanh
cao vit va kéo dai li€n tuc, cam gidc nhw 1a “shhh, shuu...” C6 1€ d6 1a ti€ng
cOn trung.

Chic, chac, chic, chic, chac, chiac chic chac chic chac chac chic chac...
Am thanh nghe giong ti€ng tic ludi bit dau vang vong. N6 khién Haruhiro
cam thdy ngdt ngat ron nguoi.

“Pay rd't cudc 1a noi nao vay...?” Kuzaku thi thao mdt cach y&u ot.

C6 ti€ng khoc thut thit, hin 1a cta Shihoru.

“Khong sao dau.” Giong dong vién ciia Merry nghe ciing run ray.

“... Buoi dém...” Haruhiro chot nghi ra. “Hay day chinh la... Night
Realm (Thé gi¢i bong dém)...?”

Gremlin Flat [Noi cw trd cta gremlin] 1a khu vue ¢6 th€ ti€n vao tw
Wonder Hole, két ndi v&i thém mot thé” gidi khac ngoai Dusk Realm (Thé
gidi hoang hon). Ngwoi phat hién ra diéu nay khong phai ai khdc ma chinh
1a Lala & Nono. O Dusk Realm (Thé& gioi hoang hon) khong ¢6 ban ngay



14n ban dém, nhung nghe dau & th& gici khéc kia budi sdng khong bao gio
toi cad. Do vay, n6 dwoe dat cho céi tén Night Realm (Thé& gidi bong dém).

“Néu ma nhw th€...!” Ranta kh€ nhin nhay. “Ching ta c¢6 th€ quay lai,
ding khong...!?”

“Co6 th€ c6,” Lala khit mii, “ma ciing c6 th€ khong. Noi d6 dang ngai
theo cach riéng cia né. Tui t6i cling hau nhw chwa tim hi€u dwoce gi. Vi qua
nguy hieém.”

Haruhiro xoa bung. Da day cdu quan dau. Pau dir dgi. Ngay ca Ranta
vira m&i han hoan gio cling im thin thit.

C6 th€ chinh vao nhirng lic nhw thé nay, mot con quai vat ki bi nao do
s€ xud't hién tw phia bén kia man d€m va nhay x0 vao tdn cong ca bon.

“Chuyén la th&" ddy, nén tui t6i di day.” Lala than nhi€n néi.

Lala va Nono di xa dan. Haruhiro phai ma't mot khoang thoi gian d€
hi€u dwore ¥ nghia an trong ciu néi vira r'oi va hanh dong cia hai nguoi ho.

“...E1? Vay, tic 1a... nay, ndy, doi chit!?”

“Sao?” Lala hoi lai.

“A thi, ‘di’ tic 1a... Ua? La sao... Ua? Ua...? Chi, chi hai nguoi... thoi
u?”’

“Vi bon nay hoan toan chéng biét phia tredc ¢6 céi gi ca.”

“Khong, bon, bon t61 dwong nhién la cting... c6 bi€t dau... Nhung
ma...?”

“Duwa theo kinh nghiém thi khi & mot noi xa la, tot nha't 1a bon t6i nén
hanh dong chi v&i hai ngwoi. Trede gior van the, va toi dy dinh sau nay
cling vay.”

“Khong, nh... nhung ma...”

that long xin chi ddy! Ccccecau xin chi ra long thwong...! Ping virt bd
toi...!”

Ngay dén Haruhiro v6n twdng minh da qué hi€u Ranta la loai ngwoi -
hay con goi la loai rdc redi - nhw thé nao cling bi chodng trwed'c canh nay.
Khong the€ khong chodng dwgc. Tén nay khong biét ngwong hay sao? Mdt
day vo st nhwe thé’ la qud mirc roi con gi? Ma day, cdi cdu “dwng vt bo
t01” kia co nghia la bdn tinh tw nhién cua may chi biét nghi cho bdn thdn



thoi nhi? Du tao da hiéu diéu do roi, thi may qud nhién van la thdng toi té
xdu xa nhdt trén doi day...

“Bye.” Lala lam dong tdc trong ntra nhw vAy tay chio nira nhw khong.
Du gi di ntra thi c6 ta cling da khua't dang.

Nw verong va tuy tung da bo di.

“...L...Lam... sao day?” Kuzaku héi.

Vu nay gay to roi day. Toi dén mwec khong tin noi. Khong nhin thay mot
nhot trong mot khdi gi dé6 den ngom. Cau tham chi khong th€ nhidc nhich.
Khong the chay tré'n. Két thiic rdi... O khong, khong phdi.

Tat cd nhigng thir do déu la do gidc thoi.

“Pu... Ping roi. Truedc tién phai thip sdng...”

Haruhiro luc tui va 161 chi€c den 1'ong ra. Cham den xong, ciu thd’y nhe
nhom di do6i chit. Yume ciing 18y dén ctia minh ra va dinh cham Itra nhung
bi Haruhiro can lai.

“... Mot chiéc 1a da roi. Trede méit cit ding cdi cta t& thoi. TG mudn
ti€t kiém dau.”

“A. Vay ha. K€ ciing ding...”

“Chet ti€t, con mu d6...” Ranta da'm tay xudng dat, nghi€n rang treo
treo. “Tuyét d6i khong thé tha thi...”

“Pwng khéc nha may...”

“T... Tao dau c6 khéc! Thing ngdo, @6 Parupiro ngdo! Grir, gu gw gw
gu gw...”

Merry dang 6m Shihoru thit chiit. Chic 13 bdi néu khong lam thé,
Shihoru s€ nga quy ngay. Haruhiro hit théd sau d€ ép budc bo vai cia minh
tha 1dng... Minh phdi thdt vigng vang. Dii gt minh vén la thii linh. Phdi lam
diém twa cho moi ngwoi. Phdi kéo moi ngwo'i tién lén. Khong dé ai phdi
chét. Sé song. Tat cd tui minh sé song sot.

“Di chuyén thdi. Tirng chiit mot. R6i s€ ¢ cach. Td s€ tim ra cach. C6
t&... ma ndi ding ra la c6 ta't cd moi nguwoi & day r'oi ma. Phai than trong
voi céc ti€ng dong nhé. N&u cdm thdy c6 cdi gi d6 dang ti€n lai gan thi
nh& bdo dong ngay. Thé roi, phai that canh gidc... Um, dwoc roi. Hanh
dong di nao.”



Chinh Haruhiro ciing thd’y ban than chi néi ra nhirtng chuyén vu vo'. Cau
khong bi€t minh dang nghi gi, cing khong bi€t minh nén suy nghi nhw the’
nao ntra. Ki€u nhw la... “Nhwng c& loanh quanh & day thi khéng On teo
nao” sao? Hay la cdu chi khong mudn chon chan & céi x6 xinh nay? C6 1€
ciu chi khong mudn ngdi yén mot chd. Tuy nhién, hai con ngwoi day dan
kinh nghi€m la Lala va Nono da bo di nhanh nhw gié. Pung roi. Qua nhién
1a bon cau khong nén & lai noii nay.

Tui Haruhiro quay lung vao vach dd. Cira hang thong t&i Storage (Kho
tri'ng) ma ra trén vach da d6. Lala va Nono da bién ma't vé phia bén tréi.
Trwdc mat ca bon 1a mot swon do'c thoai thodi hedng xudng dudi. Mat dat
kha g6 ghé. Mot mat dwong day da. RE phai, di thaalng hay sang trai day?

Haruhiro khong phan van nhiéu. Cau quyét dinh dudi theo Lala va
Nono. C6 th€ cac ciu s€ khong duoi kip, nhwng hai ngwoi d6 da di vé bén
trai. Phai chang diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a so v&i bén phai, bén trdi sé an toan
hon...?

Ca bon xdc dinh chd dit chin roi can than tié€n 1én men theo vich d4
bén tay trdi. Cach buwdc di &y trong gidng nhw cach nguoi ta bang qua mét
cdy cau doc mdc manh mai. C6 cham qué khong nhi? C6 nén khan trrong
hon khong? Nhwng khan treong d€ ma lam gi co’ chx? Gia ma sang sua l1én
mot chiit thi to't bi€t bao.

L& nao buoi sang khong bao gio’ téi v&i thé gidi nay?

Shihoru khéc né'c 1én.

“Trat ty gium dé...” Ranta tic lwoi. “... O4i!”

“On 20 qué, @6 ngu.” Hinh nhr Yume vira ddnh Ranta mot céi.

Haruhiro nghi bung, néit mé miéng gio nay thi khd ndng la minh sé
budng ra nhirng loi than tho. Thoi gian da troi qua bao nhiéu roi nhi?
Minh khong the’ woc lwong noi. Tui minh sé phdi di toi khi nao? Hay nén
nghi mot ldt? Pong doi ciia minh liéu da mét chwa? Minh nén hoi ho w? Co
doi bung khong? Co6 khdt khé co khong? Bon minh cin nwoc. Cd lwong
thwe nita. Lam sao ddy? Lam thé nao dé’kiéim dwoc do dn thirc uong? Toan
doi sé song sot chie? Do co phdi la mot muc tiéu thwe té hay khong? Nhat
la trong hoan cdnh nay...?

Shihoru cling da ngwng khéc ty ldc nao. Vach dd gan nhw deng dirng
chin mwoi d6 gio da tré nén twong d6i thoai thodi. Cam gidc c6 thé treo



dwoc 1én, nhung ldc niy chang ai ¢6 hitng ma tréo.

Phia bén phai chi c6 bong t61i, bong tdi, bong tdi vo tan. Gio dén 1'ong
vé bén d6 ciing ching di d& nhin th'y dwoc bt cit th gi.

Ou, ou, ou... Shhhh, shuhhh... Tsu, tsu, tsu, tsu, tsu tsu tsu tsu tsu tsu
tsu... Am thanh nghe gidng ti€ng kéu cta sinh vit séng vang 1én lién h'oi tr
moi hwdng.

Gi6 bat thinh linh thoi toi.

“Poi da.” Haruhiro gio mot tay 1én, ra hiéu cho cac dong d6i dirng lai.

CAu ti tlr tién vé phia trude. Chang may chdc, mit dat bidh mat. Mot
cai vre.’ d6 1a vyc. Sau bao nhiéu? Haruhiro cii ngwoi, ha canh tay dang
cAm I'ong dén xudng thap hét mic c6 th€. Nhung ciu van hoan toan cheamg
tha'y ddy. Cau ling tai nghe. Pay Ia... ti&€ng nwdc? C6 song chdy dudi d6 w?
Nude. Néu ding nhw thé thi ¢ nwdc roi. Du vdy ciing khong th€ leo
xudng cdi viee nay dwgrc. Nhay xudng cling khdng xong.

Haruhiro nhat mét vién da d€ ném th xudng. Lat sau, ti€ng vién da
cham mit nwdc vang 1én. Udc ching khong sau tdi vai chuc mét, nhung
cling phai comuwoi mét.

“Bén duwdi ¢6 mot dong séng.” Mic cho Haruhiro thong bdo nhw vay,
khong ai phan tng gi. Ngay ca Ranta. Moi ngwoi déu kha mét r'oi nhi? Ca
th€ cha't 1an tinh than.

“Twr chd ndy bon minh s€ ti€n men theo mép virc i tim vj tri ¢6 thé leo
xudng. Chi can c6 nwdec..

“... Phai da'y.” Kuzaku néi cut nguin.

“Shihoru, cdu on ch®?” Nghe Haruhiro hoi, Shihoru im lang gat dau.
Trong c6 khong dwge 6n cho 1dm. Mic dii tinh hinh khd ddng lo, nhing néu
tim dwoc nwdc udng, chic chin Shihoru ciing c6 thé an thm ph#n ndo.
Nhwng ma nwde song liéu ¢6 udng dwoc khong nhi? Udng thflng nhuw vay
chic hoi nguy hi€m phai khong? Né&u dun 1én... Ding r6i, phdi nhém Iira
1én.

Trudc mét, phdi can thin d&€ khong ngid xudng vuec. Hin 1a khong ai
ngd ngah d&n mic d6, nhung thdi, cah tic vo wu.

Bén ria vyc, gi6 mang hoii am thoi rat manh d€ lai cam giac lanh 1€o
trén da thit. Néu khong nhanh swdi am thi khong chi 1a lanh ntva ma s€
thanh rét run nguoi.



Chang bao l4u sau, swong mi kéo t&i. Mt da't khong con toan sdi dd
ntra. Trén 1op da't, mot thir gi d6 twa twa nhw ¢d moc 1én day dac. Thir twra
tra nhw ¢ d6 hoi tring tring chi khong ¢6 mau xanh. Chezlng bi€t c6 that 1a
co khong nrra.

“Uay!” Ranta d6t nhién nhay dung Ién. “Oai, odi, odi...”

“Sao the?”

“Ta... Tao gidm phai cdi gi y! Tao nghi khong phdi sinh vat song dau...
A a a!” Ranta nhiit thit gi d6 1én. Mot vat mau tring. “Nhin di, cdi nay né!
La xwong dé...!”

“Kya...!” Shihoru hét Ién.

“Nhat 1€n chi vay!?” Yume héi.

“Khong the'tin dweee...” Merry 1am bam.

Bi phe con gai tap trung cong kich, Ranta bén thay doi thai do, gio cai
vat mau tring d6 1én huo 14y huo @& mot cdch pho trrong.

“C6 cai xwong thoi ma ciing ta hoad the” w may cd ngdc? Thir nay céan gi
phai sor chir ha? T6i thi thay binh thwong thoi. Vi t6i 1a toi ma lai!”

“... Cdi nay 1a xwong gi vay?” Haruhiro ddn mét vao vat th€ la lung kia.

Tay w? Trong nhw xwong ban tay vdy. Du Ranta d6i x& v&i né hét stec
té bac thi né van khong bj roi rung, ddng nghia v&i viée ¢6 thé c6 1op da
kho queo hay céi gi d6 dinh vao xwong.

“Hum?” Ranta ghé mit lai g4n, ngdm nghia that ki lwong. “Vé kich c&
néu coi l1a con nguoi... thi ngdn tay dai qua. Lai con nhiéu ngén nira? Téan
tam ngén? Huem...?”

Kuzaku ng'6i x0m xudng bén canh Ranta. Dwong nhw quanh d6 con c¢6
xwong ctia cdc bo phan khdc dang bi che khua't trong dam cd tring tring.

“... Qua nhién trong khong gidng con ngudi. Chic 13 loai sinh vat
khéic.”

Yume, Shihoru va Merry 1ui lai. Haruhiro lai gdn Kuzaku voi Ranta va
cti xuéng. Khong biét nén goi thir @6 1a xwong hay thi th€. N6 mac mot bd
giap xich trong nhw 1am tr kim loai. N6 ¢6 hai tay, hai chan. Vi ¢6 thém cé
mot cai dudi, nén nod hin khong phai con ngwoi. Khong thdy phian dau dau
ca. N6 von khong cé dau, hay da bj loai dong vat nao d6 tha di ma't? C6 vé
né ngd xudng trong tw th& nim sap. Thit thudn dai kia 14 mot thanh ki€m



chang? Con vat hinh tron nay... 1a khién phai khong nhi? Thir twra tya nhw
cd mau tring dang bam vio nhitng &6 vt dé.

Kuzaku nim 14y ria chiéc khién roi kéo manh, khién dam cd tring dit
phun phut.

“Cai nay xai dwoc khong nhi?”

“Thanh ki sT ma khong c6 khién thi chging khéac gi gioi bo. Gir 18y di.”
Ranta qufmg cdi xwong ban tay di d€ nhat thanh ki€m. “... Th nay bo di
thoi nhi? Gi sét nguyén cay ludn roéi.”

Haruhiro nhidn mat, li€c ban tay ma Ranta vira vt di mét cdi, roi nhin
sang thi hai ctia anh ta. Um, c6 th€ 1a ¢d ta, nhung d€ cho tién thi ctr tam
goi 12 “anh ta” vay. Vi duoc trang bi vii khi, nén chéc hin anh ta 1a mot sinh
vat co tri tué ¢ ddy. Anh ta da chét dwoe bao l1au roi nhi? Cé vé khdng chi
mai vai ngay. Vai thang? Mot nam? May nam? Hay la vai thap ki?

“Ranta, 1at ngtra ga nay 1én coi.”

“Tao, khong, thich. Tai sao tao phai nghe loi cdi hang nhw may chi? Di
chét di.”

“T¢ lam cho.” Kuzaku ning anh ta 1én r'6i 1t ngira. “Hay...”

Haruhiro quan sat anh ta ki lwong. Phan dau qua nhién da bi chat di hay
chiu tac dong gi d6. C6 the nhan dién phan xwong trong nhw dot s6Gng co.
Trén thit lung c6 gin mdt tdi dung hinh hdp. Khi c4u tht mé va 1ay &6 dac
bén trong ra thi thdy mot thir den, cteng, hinh tron... Pay la tién xu ha?
Ngoai ra, con c¢6 vai vat trong gidng trai cady. Mot con dao nhd gi sét. Chia
khod? Mot loai dung cu gi d6. Anh ta deo mot chudi xich trén ¢d. Chudi
xich nay ra't dep. Nhin nhw bing vang. Du ring khong th€ 13 vang rong
dworc.

Haruhiro phiii dit bam trén mit trede bd gidp va nhan ra trén dé khic
nhirng thr gidng nhw chr viét hodc hoa van. C6 1€ 1a chir viét. Trén vat th€
mau den tyra d6ng xu cling cham ndi kieu ki ty gid'ng nhw vay.

K& ra, nhic t&i Grimgar, orc cling ¢6 ngdén nglt riéng cta ching. Hay
nhw tdc ba't t& thi s& dung ngoén ngr twong dong voi loai nguoi, elf va
dwarf.

C6 1& c¢an phai cho rang chiing tdc anh ta c6 tri tué twong dwong hoic
g4n bang v&i tri tué cia tui Haruhiro nhi?



“Haru o1i,” Yume nim 18y 4o khodc ctia Haruhiro va giat giit, “... khong
bi€t la cdi gi, nhung hinh nhw c6 ti€ng sot soat.”

Ranta giat thét, voi dwa méit nhin quanh. Merry va Shihoru ding sit vao
nhau, gan nhw nin thé'. Kuzaku gio’ chi€c khién cua anh ta 1én, quy mot bén
g01, tay dat vao chudi thanh treong ki€m.

Haruhiro vor hét chd di vat cta anh ta va nhét ching vao tdi. Cau dong
tai nghe ngong. ... Loat soat. Loat soat. Loat soat. Loat soat. Loat soat... Cu
nghe tha’y ti€ng ddng that. Tw hwdng ngwoc lai véi bor viee. Cir thu the” doi
chang? Hay chay trdn? Haruhiro quyét dinh ngay lap tiec. M6t phwong dn
& gitra. Vira chay, vira thi thé chor.

“Hay canh gidc trong khi ti€n vé phia trede. Ranta, Kuzaku...”

Haruhiro phat tay chi thi doi hinh. Cau di dau, k& dén la Merry,
Shihoru, Yume x&p thanh hang doc, con Ranta va Kuzaku dirng sang bén
theo hwdng ngwoe véoi bor viee. N&u cam deén thi ¢ nhw dang moi goi ké
dich nhdm vao minh &y nhi? Nhung né&u tit d&n I'ong di thi khong gian s&
thwc sy t6i den. Va con cd cd nguy co ai d6 trong bon tregt chan nga
xudng vyc nura.

Tui Haruhiro bit dau di chuyén. Loat soat... Loat soat... Loat soat... Van
12 Am thanh d6. N6 dang dudi theo tui cdu sao...? Nghe khong xa 1am. Kha
24n 1a ding khéc. Trong vong mudi mét? A khong, ¢ 1€ 1a hon. Gan hon.

Haruhiro bj thdi thic b&i y mudn nhin thdy thi# dé bang chinh d6i mét
nay d€ xac dinh chan twdng ctia nd. Nén lam thé khong day? Khong on.
Cau khong the’ quyét dinh dworc.

Chi ¥ t&i mép vue, ldng tai nghe 4m thanh, lién tuc tim ki&m xem ngoai
chiing ra liéu c6 con gi bién chuyén... khién dau 6c ciu sip trd nén quay
cuong. Minh muén bo cudc. Cau nghi nhw vay khong bi€t bao nhi€u Ian.
Ctr sau vai phit. Lic té thi chi vai gidy. CAu mudn vit bd moi thi va trén
chay. Nhung chay, thi chay di dau...?

Ngon Itta bén trong chi¢c dén I'ong y&u dan... va tit phut.

AAAAAAAA

ba...!I”
“Chi la hét dau thoi! Xem nao, vay ti€p theo xai dén ctia Yume...”
“Khoan da,” Merry bat ra chat giong nghe nhw bi bop nghet, “bau
troi...”



Haruhiro phéng tAm mét ra xa... sang phia bén kia bo virc. Diing that.
Bau troi.

“... Chéng nhé la... binh minh?”

DPurong vién ma ddy ndi vach ra trén bau trdi xa tit tip dang chdy 1én
nhat nhoa. Goi la mau cam thi ding hon mau dé. That la lung. Binh
thwong, khi vang thai dwong nho 1€n va dém den két thiic, bong tdi s€ nhat
dan di tr mép tin cung ctia bau troi. N6 nha't dinh s€ bi nhuém trong mau
lam hay tfm r6i dan d&m chim trong sic dd. Con hién twong bau troi
dwong nhw d6t ngdt bd'c chdy gidng thé kia thi chwa hé co.

Ciing tOn tai nhitng thé& gidi khac khong c6 cd ban ngay 1an ban dém
nhw 1a Dusk Realm (Thé& gi¢i hoang hon). B&i vay, viéc trong tha'y bién doi
di thweong ctia bau tréi & the gidi nay ciing ching ¢6 gi ddng d& ngac nhién.

Chi la, 161 thiéu thi noi nay c6 vé khong phdi Grimgar ldn Night Realm
(Thé gici bong dém)... Cau ludn kiém ché& phan ndo cam xtic cia minh moi
khi nghi th&".

“Okia...?”

Haruhiro nghiéng d4u thic mic. Khong con nghe thdy am thanh sot
soat kia ntra. N6 bi€n ma't roi w? Hay chi dang 1én it d€ tranh bi phét hién?
Du la treong hgp nao di ntra thi tyi ciu cling nén tranh tha ldc nay d€ roi
khoi day. Haruhiro chuan bi h&i thic moi ngwei xudt phat. Chinh vao lic
do...

“U nyo!” Yume kéu lén mét ti€ng la lung ro1 ngd guc xudng. Khong
phai. Khong phai ngd guc xudng, ma la bi x6 nga. Mot thr gi d6 dang de
1én ngwoi Yume. Cau chi ¢6 th€ néi la thir gi do, vi khdng nhin thay gi ca.

AAAAA

Yume khong?

“Chet tigt, to1 qua...!” Kuzaku gam 1én.

“Yume, Yume! Yume...!” Haruhiro vira gao tén dong d6i vua lao vé
phia thir gi do. Cé 1€ vi ndng voi, cau suyt nira hut chan xudng vyc. Pha d6
lam ciu sor hét ca hon.

Nhung ti€ng da'm d4, danh dap vang Ién. Yume dang gao khoc.

“... N6 chay roi!” Ranta hét 16n. Anh sdng dwoe thip 1én. La nén. Mot
cAy nén cAm tay u? Shihoru 12 ngudi thip né.



Shihoru ¢Am cdy nén va ng'di xudng bén canh Yume. “... Yume...! Ging
gurong nao...!”

“Ké dich! Tén khon d6! N6 dau roi...? Thir sic sinh!” Ranta vung ki€m
loan xa.

“Cai giong gi vay...!?” Kuzaku giwvong khié€n Ién va thd hon hén.

Yume nim nghiéng, gii rit 1’y ¢8. Mdu. M4u dang chay. O’ ¢8. C8 hong
cd da dinh don. Mau. Mau trao ra nhiéu kinh khing. Khy. Phu. Phu. Pha.
Khu. Phil. Pha. Hoi thé cia Yume mdi ldc mot ngén, ndng va ga’p gap hon.

Déi trd. Thoi di. Gion ding khong? Gi chwe? Ai do hdy noi ddy khong
phdi sw thdt di. Toi cdu xin day, hay noi day chi la doi trd. Mot viéc nhw thé
kia, khong ding. Gid doi. Khong thé thé’ dwoc. Phdi khong? Boi vi, chuyén
nay qud dién ro ma.

“Uwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa.”

Tam Ii thdong thwong. Y thirc bdn phan. Tinh théan trach nhi€ém. Sy tw
cha. Li tri. Kha nang tw duy. Ta't ca dong loat bi thoi bay. Haruhiro tham
chi con khong lay goi Yume. Ciu chi dirng d6 hét that to. Cau chi bi€t duy
nha't mot diéu 1a minh khong thé€ chiu ndi ntira. Hoan toan suy sup. Két thiic
roi. Két thiic ciing dwoc. Khong, chc%ng dworc chiit nao, nhwng bo tay roi.
Chdng phdi 1d tui minh khong thé’ lam dwoc gi niga sao? Chang phdi la moi
thit déu da tré nén vo vong sao? Ching phdi Yume sé chét sao?

“Hoi anh sang...!”

Merry cham ndm dau ngén tay 1én tran de€ tao hinh ngdi sao nam canh
roi dat ngon gitra vao an dwong d€ hoan thanh ng6i sao sau canh. Sau do,
c0 lao t&i chd Yume va dwa 1dong ban tay lai gan c¢& Yume.

“V&i s bdo vé cna thdn Lumiaris! Sacrament [Théan quang diéu ki]...!”

..Cdigi..?

Co ay dang lam cdi gi vay? Mat tri roi w? Chc%ng phdi la v ich sao?
B&i 1€, ma phdp danh sang dau c6 xai dwgc & Dusk Realm (Thé gidi hoang
hon)... Noi nay tuy khong phdi Dusk Realm nhwng cling khéng phai
Grimgar, b&i vy, chic chin sitc manh cia Than 4nh sang Lumiaris khong
the toi dwore ddy... Merry hin da biét rd diéu d6. The' ma cd Ay van khong
tw bd w? C6 &y quyét dinh danh cwgc vao chit hi vong mong manh nay a?

“.. Aa... Ha..” Yume chép mét vai Tan. “Hyaa...?” Toan thin Yume
phat ra ludng anh sang mo nhat. Merry nghi€n chét hai ham rang. Vai, canh



tay, ban tay, ca co’ th€ cd dang run Ién khe khé.

... Chuyén nay la xqo, phdi khong?

Thdat w?

Khong phdi xqo chir...?

“Vé&t throng...!” Shihoru mé to mét. “Yume! V&t thwong dang khép
miéng...!”

Ranta thdi khong vung ki&m, nhin Yume cham chidm vé&i vé ngé ngang.

“Ha ha!” Kuzaku cwoii mdt cach ki cuc. “A ha ha. Ha ha ha ha ha. Wa
ha ha ha!”

Haruhiro cling mudn bat cwdi. Cau thA'y mudn cudi 18m chir. Khong
cudi thi biét 1am gi. Thé nhung, khong hifu sao tiéng cudi ching the bat
ra, thay vao d6 12 nwdc mét gian giua. Yume vin chwa ng'di ddy. Viéc tri
throng ctia Merry ¢6 vé con dang tiép dién. DU dd dung t&i Sacrament
[Than quang diéu ki] nhung vé&t theong cia Yume van tiéu ton rat nhiéu
thoi gian. Haruhiro quy ca tir chi trén mat dat gan bén Yume. Cudi cung,
Merry ciling rut tay vé va ng6i bét xudng. Nhip théd ctia cd r6i loan. C6 da
ma't stec kha nhi€u. Yume nhin Merry va né nu cuoi.

“Cam on nha, bé Merry. O'kia, sao Haru lai khoc...?”

“Yume...!” Haruhiro 6m chdam I8y Yume trong vo thirc. “T6t qua! Tot
qua roi, Yume! May qud...! Xin 16i nhé! T& da nghi 1a b6 tay r'i...!”

“Om. Nhung né€u 6m Yume thé& nay thi mau s€ dinh sang ngwoi Haru
day.”

“Ma’y chuyén cén con do6 thé nao ma chging dworc!”

“The” a? Nhung ma nhé, bi 6m chdt the” nay Yume thdy cing vui do,
nhung hoi kho thd da’y nha?”

“Xin xin xin xin 10i cau!” Khi Haruhiro hdp tip Iui ra xa, ciu bat ngo
bi ai d6 danh mot cdi vao sau dau. “... Hy!? A a!? Ra... Ranta!? Ty dung
lam cai gi vay!?”

“Tao chflng lam gi hét, d6 ngu xuan!” K&t cuc la Haruhiro bi Ranta
lwvo'm nguyt day vé de doa. Thiét tinh! Thang nay bi sao thé? Ngu a? Hay
la do cdn ba?

“Xin 10i vi xen vao, nheng ma...” Kuzaku ngai ngan 1én tiéng, “cdc ciu
c6 nghi rang ta nén roi khoi chd nay khong? Tai tui minh d€ cdi thit ban ndy



chudn ma't roi...”

“A...” Haruhiro lau mit bang ca hai tay... Phdi roi.

Chinh xac. C4u da hoan toan ma't di sy tinh tdo. Phai nghi€ém tic ki€m
di€m lai ban than, nhwng chuyén d6 d€ sau di. Hién tai can phai lam theo y
ki€n cua Kuzaku da.

“Yu... Yume, cdu dirng ddy dwoe khdng!? Ca Merry nira? Phai r'oi, ai d6
18y deén I'dng ra di! Pworc roi1, vay thi di nao!”

Trwdc khi xud't phat, Haruhiro mét Tan ntra nhin vé hwdng dwong troi
phia xa dang chdy 1én trong mau cam ric Itta. Phai chiing mit tréi sip stra
nho 1€n? Cau khong the nao nghi nhw thé” dworc.



¢ t%g chdp nhoang khong rd lai lich kia nhiéu kha ndng da leo tw vach
vie 1én d€ tdn cong Yume. Do dd, d€ dé phong, nhém Haruhiro quyé€t dinh
1ui xa khéi mép viee mot chit r'oi méi ti€p tuc ti€n bwdce.

Viéc ma phdp 4nh sdng cho thdy sy hiéu qua di chirng td rang sirc
manh cia Than anh sang Lumiaris veeon t&i dwge the gidi nay. Tuy nhién,
theo 101 Merry, khi thi tri€n Sacrament [Thén quang diéu ki], cd hao ton strc
lyc g&p nhi€u Tan binh thuong. Haruhiro cling 18y lam la khi thdy de vét
thwong cia Yume lanh lai ma't cwe ki nhiéu thoi gian, du von di Sacrament
[Than quang diéu ki] 1a ma phép c6 thé chira lanh moi thwong tich trong
nhdy mit.

Haruhiro yéu cau Ranta triéu h'6i Demon [Ac linh] d€ thi nghiém va né
10 rang da hién 1én. N6 ¢6 hinh dang twra tya mot ngwosi trim ga trai giwong
mau tim 1én d4u, hai con mét nhw hai cdi 15 sdu hoidm, bén dudi 1a cdi
miéng hét nhr mot khe niet. N6 ¢am mot vat séc c6 ludi giong dao bén tay
phai va mot thir vii khi gidng dui cui bén tay trdi. Du tr6i lo Iing trong
khong khi, né van c6 chan. P6 1a Ac linh cta Ranta, Zodiakun... nhung véi
kich thwérc chi bing mot phan ba binh thudng.

Vay la sirc manh cia Than béng tdi Skullhell cling t&i dwge thé gidi
nay. Tuy nhién, cé th€ vi vin d€ khoang cach hay nguyén nhan gi dé khac
ma cd Than Lumiaris 14n Than Skullhell déu chi ban phdt sy bao hd dworc
c6 mdt phan ba. Thoi thi mot phan ba hay mdt phan tw ciing van t6t hon
nhiéu so v&i con s& khong tron trinh. Nho' @6 ma Yume da dwoe ctru s6ng.
Cam ta Than Lumiaris.

Tuy nhién, dit ¢6 th€ stt dung ma phép 4nh sdng bing cich nay hay cich
khéc, tui cu van chwa th€ yén tAm. Haruhiro d4t minh trong tim th& canh
gidc cao do de€ nghe ngéng moi dong tinh xung quanh. Pwong nhién viéc
Ay 1am cAu mét. Mdi khi cdm thay kh& sé& t&i mire sdp sira ngd long, ciu lai
nhd dén canh Yume dang hdp hoi. Cdu khong mubn trdi qua cam xuc dé



thém I4n nao nira. Chit khd s& nay cé 1a gi dau? Chi can rang chiu dung Ia
s& qua. N&u c4u van con chiju dgng dworc, c6 nghia 1a ciu van chwa dat toi
gidi han cia minh.

Du thoi gian ¢6 trdi qua bao 14u thi bau troi van khong hing sang. Co
1€ mit troi & the gidi nay ra't bén 1€n, ngwong ngung. R&t cudc, mat troi thi
van chgng chiu nhd Ién con anh sang twa nhw ngon Ira 16 ra & dwong vién
clia ddy ndi xa tit tip cling dan tan lui. Khi man dém budng xudng, khong
gian tré nén t6i den nhw myc, khi€n ca nhém nhan ra ban ngay con sang
stia ho'n nhiéu.

Khong ai m¢& mié€ng néi mdt loi. DU thinh thodng Ranta lai nho ra
chuyén gi dé va phat ngdbn may cdu nham nhi thi ching cling khong phat
tri€n 1én thanh mo6t cude hoi thoai cho ra hon. Khi ¢6 ai d6 ding chén, ca
nhém lién nghi giai lao.

Sau mot budi sang khé c6 th€ coi la budi sang sé t&i budi dém con tdi
tdm hon cd man dém. Budi sdng ma ai nd'y déu mong cho chgng hé dworc
nhuw ki vong. DAu vay, khi 4nh Itra thiéu d6t dwong trdi tat lim, ciu van cam
tha’y ba't lwc va hét stirc dau long.

Dii chwra hoan thién 1dm nhwng tui ciu néi cho cling vin & trong hang
ngii linh tinh nguyén, vi vy, cd bon ludn mang theo lwong thyc va nwéc
udng dung cho treong hop khan cap. Thé nhwng, nhirng thir @6 ciing ngay
1ap tirc can kiét hét ca r'oi.

Ranta thinh thoang lai goi Zodiakun ra d€ ¢6 ngwoi tdn phét véri minh.
C6 1€ cau ta lam th& vi mu6én danh lac hweong ban than. Haruhiro bt dau
nghi ngo sy tinh tdo clia chinh minh. DAu nhin thdy 4nh sdng trén dwong
di, cdu cling chi nghi d6 1a mot gid’c mo hay 4o anh. Cau nhin thdy mot thi
khong th& nao ton tai. Chic chin chi 12 4o anh ma thdi.

Anh sdng tréng nhw Itra trai dang chdy 1én bip bung. C6 vé khong phai
la hién twong ty nhién. N&u nhw thir &y khdng phai do anh, chaalng 1€ nd 1a
anh sang dwoc thép 1én bdi mot loai sinh vt ¢o tri tué nao d6? Liéu c¢6 mdi
lién hé nao gitra loai sinh vat ¢6 tri tué &y v&i ké td'n cong da suyt gi€t chét
Yume hay khong? Pwong nhién 1a cdu khong bi€t dworc.

Mat da't do'c xudng thoai thodi. Khodng cdch toi dnh sdng dé con bao
xa? Co lé la khodng mdt kilomét?



Cang ti€n lai gan, quang canh cang dan tr¢ nén rd nét. Khdng phai la do
anh. C6 th€ nhin thdy r6 nhiéu hinh khdi mang dang dap cta nhirng ngdi
nha. C?l bon con xac dinh dwgc nhitng vat theé cé cau tric nhu: mot thap
canh. Anh sang c6 vé dén tr dén hodc cac dong lra. Lira dwore thap 1én trén
thap canh hay triéc mdi hién ctia nhitng ciin nha. S& lwong chic vao
khoang hai mwoi can.

Quy mo nay chwa di d€'1a mdt thi tran. Lang mac chang?

Van dé 1a cac cw dan ¢ day. Goi l1a cw dan nhwng hién nhi€n ho khong
phai con ngwo.

“Lam... sao by gio?”

“Trang sao cai dau may.” Ranta tho dai thwon thwot. “... Lam sao nhi?”

(Ki hi... Pirng c6 hdi, @6 Ranta thdi tha... Ct quin quai 1u vao... Cho
t&i khi tét thé... T hi hi hi)

“... C6 la dua thi cling dung néi thé chir, Zodiakun. Nha't la vao nhirng
lic nhw thé nay. N6i gi thi ndi... tao van hoi bi xudng tinh than da’y.”

(Yén tam di... Ku hi... Ku hi hi...)

“Khong, nghe nay. Tao hifu rat ro ring d6 ching qua chi 1a mot cau dia
hic 4m ding phong céch clia Zodiakun thoi dd’y nhé?”

(... I hi hi hi... T hi... Sai bét... Zodiakun lu6n néi that... I hi...)

Ar 2

“Chém gid, that thé” 4!? Nghiém tdc chk!? Co ma, tai sao may ct ndi
bap be vay...!?”

“... Ban Ranta khoé khoan g&m.” Kuzaku 14m bam.

Ai d3 néi ciu “c6 stec khoé 12 ¢6 ta't cd” vay nhi? Haruhiro cho ring “c6
stec khod” chwa chic di 1am dwoc ta't ca, nhwng néu khong khoé, han c6 rat
nhi€u viéc ta khong th€ thyc thi. Chinh vi th€’, chuyén Ranta tre nén khoé
khodn chéc chin khong phai 12 chuyén x4u, nhung ciu ta qud '6n 20 va rich
viéc.

“Tui minh khong nén ti€p can mot cach ba't can dau...” Shihoru rut re
1én ti€ng.

“Ping th&”” Merry dong y. “Vi khdng bié€t thir gi dang cho doi ching
ta ma.”

“Nhung hoi to0 mo d6 nha... U, bung Yume réo Ién, “hirm, Yume déi

Z 29

quaé...



... Ding la... thé¢’'nhi?

Thyc long ma néi, con d6i va con khat cia cad nhom da 1én t&i nguwong
nguy hi€m. N&u khoéng nhanh chéng ki€m dwoc nwde va lwong thue thi
tiéu.

“T¢ sé di tham thinh. Moi ngwoi doii & day nhé.”

“Nho may ca ddy, dao tdc.” Ranta vo vai Haruhiro.

Du cdm thay byc minh, Haruhiro van kim lai va thi thAm vao tai Ranta.
“...N€u c6 chuyén gi thi phén con lai giao pho cho may day.”

“O, om... Rdi, d&n lic d6 hing hay. P9, @6 ngdo, phdi quay vé day
nhé, khong st mé gi...”

“May néi ki€u d6 nghe ghé chét di duoc...”

N6i r'6i, Haruhiro 14p tirc chuyén hwdng dong suy nghi ciia minh. Thir
nha't, triét tiéu sy hién dién chia ban thin: Tiém - Hide. Th hai, di chuyén
trong trang thai da triét tiéu sy hién dién: Phu - Swing. Thr ba, vin dung t5i
da cac giac quan d€ nhan bié€t sy hién dién cta ké khac: Pdc - Sense... Day
chinh 1a Stealth [An hinh].

C6 th€ hinh dung vé chiéu nay giéng nhw 1a Haruhiro chui xuéng dwdi
mat da't khong gay ra mot ti€ng dong va di chuyén tya mdt chui chudt chiii
trong long dat. Trong lic d6, tai véi mét ciu van tho 1én mit da't d€ nhin,
nghe va cam nhéan.

Haruhiro nghe th2y am thanh gi d6. Nghe nhw ti€ng ai dap vao vat
crng, keng, keng. Ngu'6n sdng gan nhat la tw ngon dud’c trén thap canh.

Khi con khoang hai muwoi 1im mét nira 12 t&i thap canh, ciu bét gip mot
con hao. Chiéu rong ctia n6 phai fam hai mwoi mét. Chwa 16 do sau. Co6 1€
12 khong nong 14m. Mot sinh vat mang hinh ngudi dang ngdi trén thap
canh. Ntra than trén ctia n6 to qua khd nhwng dau lai nhd xiu. Phan dau nho
xfu d6 dwore che phi béi mét thie trong giong mot tAm vai. Hinh nhw trén
leng né deo cung va 6ng tén. Sinh vat d6 1a linh gac, khong con gi can phai
nghi ngo. Vay la cw dan trong lang cé y dinh dung hao ngin can sy xam
nhip t bén ngoai, thim chi con bd' tri cd linh gac. Qua nhién viéc vao lang
la ba't kha thi v?

A khéng, k&t ludn bay gio vin con hoi sém. Haruhiro di vé bén trdi,
huéng ma cdu dodn 1a c6 sdong. Ching may chdc, ciu cham trén mot bo
vie. Goi 1a bor viee cho oai chir khoang cach tir ddy xu6ng dwdi chi khoang



hai, ba mét. Khong dén ndi khong leo xudng dworec. Bén dwdi 1a bai song
can. Phia truedc d6 c6 dong song chdy qua. Hinh nhw nguwoi ta da din nwoce
tr dong song nay vao con hao ban nay.

Haruhiro phéng tAm maét tir bén nay vic sang bén kia con hao. Lai ¢
thém mot thap canh. Trén thdp canh, dudc dang dwoc thip 1én, ciing cé ca
linh géc. Tuy nhién, hin nhd con hon hin so v&i tén linh géc thi nhat. Hén
béo nic nich, chiéu cao chi bing mot dia tré lodi ngwdi. Tuy nhién, hin
giong tén the nhat & di€m trum mot th trong nhw vai trén dau. Vi khi
hinh nhv cling gidng, 1a cung tén.

Haruhiro quyét dinh goi céi thap canh thr hai nay 1a Thap canh B, con
c4i thit nhat 12 Thap canh A. C4u quay d4u, di cdt mit Thdp canh A rdi tieh
1én theo hwdng ngwoc lai. Khong 1au sau, con hao bit dau udn cong.
Haruhiro nhin thay r6 mdt vai ng6i nha. Can nao ciing chi c6 mot fang, s¢
lwgng khodang chwng muwoi can. Trong s& d6 lai xuad't hién thém mdt thap
canh ntra. Thap canh C. Théap canh C nay to 1&n, vieng chdi. N6 1a mot canh
cong. Thap canh C ciing chinh 1a mdt canh cong. Mot cdy cau vwon ra tw
canh cong dang mé toang A'y. N6 lam bang gb thi phai. K&t cAu chic chin.
Cay ciu bic ngang con hio, cé vé di rong va ving chai cho mot cd xe
nguwa chay qua.

Trén Thap canh C ciing ¢6 linh gac. Tén nay khong ng'6i ma dang dirng.
Khdc v&i linh gdc & ca Thdp canh A 14n Thap canh B, than hinh hin dai 1éu
nghéu. C4nh tay hin trong cé gi d6 that ki quic. Cé nhiéu khép u? Trong
nhu th€ hin c6 t&i hai hodic ba céi khuyu tay 14n... Gidng v&i nhitng tén
linh canh khéc, d4u cta hin dwoc quan trong mdt thir gidng nhuwr tAm vai,
nhung phéan dinh thi lai nh6 ra. Hon nita, hin c6 dudi. Tén linh gdc & Thép
canh C c6 mot cai dudi.

[t nha't, Haruhiro c6 the suy luan ring hai tén linh gdc & Thdp canh A, B
va tén linh gac & Théap canh C khdc nhau vé chiing toc. N&u ddi chi€u voi
nhirng ki€n thirc thong thwong ciia minh thi Haruhiro khong the dwa ra bat
ki k&t luan nao khéc.

Tén linh gac & Thap canh C liéu c6 cung chiing toc voi thi hai ma Ranta
da phat hién ra khong nhi? Ca hai déu c6 dudi. B xwong kia c6 tdm ngoén
tay. Con tén linh gic thi sao nhi? Khong r6 ntra. Haruhiro lam sao biét
dworc d€n ca s6 ngdn tay cua d6i phwong.



Tén linh gac & Thap canh C bat thinh linh nhin vé hwdng cau ding.
Minh bi phdt hién roi w? Haruhiro nin the va khong c¢ dong. Trong tinh
hudng nay, hoang loan r'6i bo chay chi to dem lai k€t qua toi t€ hon.

Tén linh gc nim 14y ciy cung dang deo trén lung, givrong né 1én roi
dit mii t&n vao. Han kéo cing diy cung. Té thdt. Mudn chay qud. Phdi
chay théi. Nmeng khoan... Binh tinh lgi nao. Chira chdc la minh da bi phdt
hién. Hon niga, tinh hinh vdn 6n ma. Néu la tén thi khi né dwoc bdn di,
minh chay van kip. C6 1é vay.

Tén linh gic budng 1dng diy cung. Hin g& tén ra va xoay né vong
vong. R6i hin nghiéng dau nhv mudn ndi, “La twdng twong thoi a?”...
Phdi r6i, chi la ddng 4y twéng twong thoi... nhé?

Haruhiro nhé nhe thé ra, sau d6 cau bit dau chuyén dong. Tén linh gdc
kia nguy hiém thdt. Rat thinh. Minh da bat can gdy ra tiéng dong w? Minh
nghi la khong phdi. B&i dm thanh “keng, keng” déu ddn van lién tuc vang
lén, nén chdc chdn gdy ra chiit xiu tiéhg dong ciing chéng hé gi. Tuy nhién,
tén linh gdc & Thdp canh C da cdm thdy gi do. Phdi can thdn hon moi
dwoec.

Haruhiro ti€p tuc tham thinh. C4u di lwdt ngang ciy céu, Ian theo con
hao udn cong d¢ ti€n 1én. Sau khi xac nhan c¢6 thém Thap canh D va Thap
canh E, ciu bét gip b virc. Bén dudi 13 bai sdng.

N6i cach khac, ngdi lang nay c6 hinh bau duc, dwoc bao quanh bai con
hao va dong song.

b¢ vao lang phai bang qua cau, hodc vgt qua hao, hodc boi qua song
d& d&n dwoc bai song nim trong lang.

Boi qua mot con song ¢6 dong chay chuyén dong trong bong tdi 1a viéc
ra't nguy hi€m. Ca dam cé thé chét dudi. Khong hin 12 khong th€ boi qua
con hao, nhung dit ¢ sang d&n bor bén kia thi chic chén viéc leo 1én ciing
cuc ki vat va.

Cho nén, vé co ban thi cich duy nha't 1a bang qua cau. Pwong nhién la
néu dudng duong chinh chinh budc 1én ciu, bon ciu chic sé& tré thanh
muc tiéu tAn cong cla tén linh gic. Phdi logi bé hdn bdng cung tén ciia
Yume va ma thudt ciia Shihoru w? Roi sau dé? Cw xéng bwa vao chic? Cd
sdu ngwoi? Con it nhdt bon tén linh gdc khdc mang theo cung tén, va khong
c6 gi ddm bdo rdng khd ndng chién dau ciia doi phieong chi c6 chirng do.



Tui minh thing noi khéng? Ma ngay tw ddu, lidu ddy co phdi van dé théing
bai khong nhi? Minh cdm gidc la khong phdi.

D&1 vai tui Haruhiro, chi ¢én 18y dwoc nwde va lwong thye 1a da. Néu
bon cdu khdng té ra thu dich thi liéu c6 dwoe cho phép vao lang khong? Va
r'oi, bing cich trao ddi vat pham hoic tién mang theo, cd bon s& dwoc nhin
lai @6 dn thirc udng. Chuyén nay 1a ba't kha thi sao? Chéc 1a khong dwoc
nhi...?

Haruhiro vira quan sat ngdi lang & bén kia con hao, vira quay lai con
dwong da di. Cau thodng thd'y mot vai cw dan ctia né. That ngac nhién. Ho
khong chi la ngwoi. A khong, c6 1& nén néi ring c6 ca nhitng k& khong
mang hinh dang con ngwoi. BE€1ai 4n twong manh m€ nha't 1a mot sinh vat
cé sdu canh tay twra tira chan c6n tring va nira than dudi trong nhe mot qua
béng 16ng. Hén ciing che di phan d4u bing thit gi d6. Cw dan & diy khong
phai qua da dang r'6i sao...?

Khi Haruhiro tré vé chd dong doi va giai thich ngin gon nhitrng gi minh
da tha’y, Ranta thé phi pho ra ding mili va vd nguec.

“PE& do cho tao. Tao ¢6 y nay.”

(... Ki hi... Minh chi ¢6 linh cam t&t... Ki hi hi hi... Linh cam 1a Ranta sé
an gid’c ngan thu...)

“Pé ma 12 linh cam tdt cdi ndi g1? Con nwra, tao da néi bao nhiéu lan
ro1, n€u tao an gid’c ngan thu thi Zodiakun cting s€ bi€n ma't dd'y nhé?”

(Hoi hic 4m kj si... I hi... Vay thi hai ta s€ dworc Than Skullhell dm vao
long... I hi hi...)

“V... van con hoi s¢m nhi...? O’m, ndi nghe n¢, tao con ca ddng viéc
mudn lam... nhe bép nguc cheamg han... A, may dang bét tao néi cdi gi
vay!?”

“Cé ai bt may néi dau...” Haruhiro day ngén tay vao gitra hai hang
16ng may.

“Ranta chi mu6én néi te ‘ngwc’ thdi ch gi?” Haruhiro nghi sy viéc
ding nhw 1oi Yume ndi.

“P6 toi t&.” Merry lanh lung 1am bam nhw x0 toet vao mat Ranta.

“Gia ma linh cadm cta Zodiakun chinh x4c...” Shihoru n6i modt cau ra't
gay git bang giong If nhi.



“Hwr!” Ranta khong hé nhut chi. “Pwng twedng t6i s€ 0 ra tred'c ma'y tro
ddt diéu vo cén c d6 nhé 1i ngwdi tran mét thit! Chong mét 1én ma xem.
K€ twr gio’ td't ca cac ngwoi s€ phai quy gbi cau xin t6i tha thir dd’y. Lic do,
toi s& bép ngue cho coi. Khong cho phép dira nao dwoe phan nan. A, dwong
nhién la chi 1 con gai thoi.”
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“... Ban Ranta c6 mdt trai tim manh mé that daYy.

“Purong nhién la the roi, Kuzakky. Trdi tim tao 1am tt kim cwong da’y
nhé? Nio, tdt cad ddm cdc ngudi, theo tdi! Ong ddy s& chi cho ca bon
phwong phap sang sudt duy nhat d€ giai quy€t viéc nay.”

Haruhiro cling chging c6 phwong 4an doi pho nao. Ngay twe dau da khong
dwore r'6i ma. Ciu quyét dinh d€ Ranta lam thir xem sao.

... Va th€'1a, ca doi cung di chuyén dén gan cay cau.

Ranta doi mii sét 1én, kéo tAm che mét xudng, ngao nghé ra 1&énh cho tui
Haruhiro: “Tui bdy cho & day.”

“May tinh 1am th& nao?” T4t nhién 1a Haruhiro phdi thdc méc.

“Puore roi, cir ngdm miéng lai. N&u suy doan cua tao 1a ding...”

(Ku hi... Ranta ma suy dodn thi... chdc chin 12 sai réi... Ku hi... Ku hi hi
hi...)

“KE&t qua s€ c6 ngay thoi.”

Ranta bit dau budc di... Khong Ii nao! D€ @& phong, Haruhiro yéu ciu
cdc dong ddi con lai chuah bi chay tron. Hdn di a? Hdn di sang do thit w?
Khéng phdi nhw thé sé rat té sao? Hay hdn tuyét vong qud hod rd roi? The&
nhung, buwdc chan cia Ranta lai tran day ty tin. C4u ta thAm chi con bit dau
ngam nga hat.

Pau 6c tén nay cudi cung da trd nén chap cheng r'di. Pam Haruhiro chi
bi€t nin théd doi theo Ranta. Ranta dd dé€n kha gan chan cau. Tén linh gac
trén Thdp canh C phat hién ra Ranta va ldp tén 1én ciy cung girong sin.
Tha’y thé&’, c6 vé tén ngu dan xuan ngd'c Ranta cling phai lanh ngwoi. Céu ta
khung lai... nhwng khong dung budc. Ciu ta ti€p tuc buwde di. Nghiém tiic
day a? Nay, mili tén sé bay toi dQy. N6 sé lao viit toi chd may day.

“O ké, 6 k&.” Ranta vira néi nhw th& vira vay tay, ching hidu trong dau
cau ta dang nghi cai gi.

Ranta sip t&i sat cdy cau, va cudi cling, ciu ta dit chan 1én do.



Tén linh géc ha cung xudng.

“... bua.” Haruhiro ha hc mom kinh ngac.

“Welcome, welcome.” Ranta vira ceoi ha ha vira budc qua cu.

May chao mrng dé’lam cdi qudi gi hd? Hon niga, co gi may lai khong
bi lam sao va@y? Tao khong hiéu.

Sau khi di hét cdy cau binh an v6 sy, Ranta ngang 1€n nhin tén linh gac
trén Thap canh C. “... Aaa. Me. My. Friend. Friends? Pong ddi? Together.
Din theo. By gio'. Now. You? O k&?”

Tén linh g4c nghiéng dau. Hinh nhu hin khong hiéu. O thi, néi nhw the
thi ai ma hieu dworc.

“Um.” Th& ma Ranta lai bt ngén tay cdi 1én. “O ké. My. Péng doi.
Together. Now. Okeé, ok

Thé r'6i, bd mic tén linh gic 1o rang van chflng hi€u dau cua tai nheo gi
ca, Ranta nghénh ngang quay lai chd tui Haruhiro.

“Kia! Thay sao nao!? Dy dodn ctia tao chuan dét, ding khong? Gio thi
quy mop triedc mat tao di! Toén tho tao di! Sau d6 thi dam con gdi nhé cho
t6i ndn nguc day!”

“Du chuyén gi xdy ra di nira t& cling khong cho ciu nin dau...” Shihoru
dung cé hai canh tay che di b ngwc cia minh.

“Ranta ma lam chéc s& bi dau d6.” Yume thinh thodng lai c6 nhitng phat
ngdn ra't “nhay cam”, du Haruhiro dodn ring c6 khong hé ty ¥ thic dwoc
vé diéu d6. CAu mudn co cah than hon, nhung van dé nay that khé nhic
nhg.

“... Nhung...” Merry nghiéng dau, “tai sao vdy? Ho td ra cyc ki canh
giac v&i nguoi ngoai kia ma.”

“Qua dbi la Iung, nhi...?” Kuzaku ciing ¢6 vé chwa chdp nhin dwoc sy
that.

“Lé nao la...” Pung luc Haruhiro dinh néi, Ranta da chdn hong cau.

“P6 ngu! Bat mi dap an ding la nhiém vu cda tao chir! Vi tao la nguwoi
ndy ra sang ki€n nay ma! Pung hong cwdp di phdn ngon lanh nhat,
Parupirorin!”

(... I hi... Khuén mit... Vi che mat di... nén ho m&i d€ Ranta vao... I hi
hi...)



“Zodiakun!? May néi ra mat ro6i!? Phai khong!? Tao mudén néi kia
mal!?”

Nim tén linh gdc cong véi mot vai cr dan ma Haruhiro bat gip, tat ca
déu gidu di khudn mit bang vai hay thi gi ddy. Cau ciling cdm tha’y that ki
di va lan tan vé diéu do.

Chuyén &y dan tdi gid dinh: “diéu kién d€ dwoc vao lang 1a phai gidu
mat di.” Du vay, dot nhién 18y chinh than minh ra d€ thir nghi€ém thi qua
la... khinh sua't. Cé nén coi d6 1a mot két qua tdt dep roi bo qua khong?
Pay la lic cau tha'y dau hét ca dau trén cwong vi mdt thu linh. Lam sao
day? Phdi roi.

“Ranta.” Haruhiro c& y dung thai do nghiém tic don ép Ranta. “Vi may
da Iam td't nén moi chuyén coi nhw 6n. Tuy nhién, n€u tha't bai thi may tinh
sao? Chuyén s€ thanh ra thé nao? May cé tung nghi dén khong, du chi mét
chit?”

“Ha? Tao doi nao lai suy nghi ting ti ting ti mot nhw thé” chir 6 ngdo.
Quy ngai Ranta dai thién tai day khong bao gio' ¢c6 chuyén nham 14n dau
nha.”

“Tao dang néi dén vi€c chinh bdn thdn may co the’ da gdp nguy hién
roi.”

“... V... Vi day la mang s6ng cda tao nén sao chéng dworc, c6 the€ néi
ring d4y 1a quyén ty do cda tao...”

“May dwng néi nhw thé” tred'c mat d6ng doi. NEu may c¢6 chuyén gi, ta't
ca moi ngwoi, k€ ca tao, ti't nhién sé khong tha’y 6n chiit nao.”

“On "0n "6n "6n 6n 6n 0n 20 qué. Thoi thoi thdi thoi thdi di, tao xau hd
18m. Tao, tao hi€u roi.”

“Vay may hay hra 1a t gio tré di may sé can than hon di.”

“H... Hra 1a dwoe chr gi!? H... Hira thi hira. Nhur thé nay da dwoc
chwa?”

“May sé khong hai loi ch?”

“Kh... Khong.”

“Pwoc ron.”

Haruhiro nhanh chdéng quay lung vé phia Ranta... Khong dwoc cwoi.
Khoéng dweorc phd 1én cwori. Da mat cong kieém ché dé dién tron vai “thii linh



tam huyét” roi co- ma. Nhwng, Ranta, khéng ngor hdn lai yéu dudi voi may
chuyén nay nhw thé. Budn cwoi qud. A khong, khong dwoc. Néu nghi la
budn cwo'i, minh sé cwo'i thdt mat.

Haruhiro ding hing mot tiehg roi chi dao cic dong doi kiem céi gi d6
che mat vao. Yume thi ngo’ ngac, Merry va Kuzaku c6 vé nghi ngo, con
Shihoru cti d4u, hinh nhw dang c& nén cuwdi. Chic 1a Shihoru da nhin thau
man dién xui't cia Haruhiro.

Kuzaku d6i mi gidap d€ che mat giong Ranta. Haruhiro chum 4o choang
1én dau. C4i 4o choang di rach ta toi va thing 16 chd, nén né&u biét lya vi tri
thich hop cho m&’y cdi 16 thi tAm nhin clia c4u van sé dwoc ddm bdo. Yume,
Shihoru va Merry c6 vé da “hd bi€n” may cdi khan thanh vat che mit. Con
Zodiakun, tuy theo cdch nhin ma trong né nhw th€ dang gidu mit sin roi.
C6 diéu, khong the dam bao tén linh gac s€ chdp nhan chuyén dé va cho
qua, nén ca bon quyét dinh tam thoii d€ né bién mat.

Vay la da hinh thanh mot nhém c6 b dang ki quéc. Lam th& nay li€u c6
on that khong? Tuy Haruhiro thdy kha bat an, nhwng tén linh gac & Thap
canh C lai cho ca bon di qua ma chging budn givong cung 1é€n nira. Xem ra
thyc sy chi can che mat la s€ dwoc phép vao ngdi lang nay.

Phia trong con hao c6 mwoi bdn can nha. Tuy kich thwéc khac nhau
nhung ta't ca déu la nha mot tAng. Trung tAm lang 1a quang trwong, & d6 co
mot thir nhin nhw cai gi€ng. Sinh vat hinh ngwoi khong 10 dang ng'di bén
canh gi€ng c6 phai linh gdc khong ta? Hin 6m mdt cdi cdn bda by chang,
lung deo cung tén. Hin ddi mii gidp nén ciu khong nhin ré miit.

Céd dam ciling xac dinh dwore chu nhan ctia nhing ti€ng “keng, keng”
déu dan. C6 nam ngo6i nha quay mdt ra quang treong, mot trong s& do6 co
mot bén méai nho hin ra ngoai, duwoc chdng bang cot. Bén dudi phan méi
ay bo tri mot thir trong nhw cdi 10 1on dang chdy dd nho than hay gi dé.
Rat gidng bép 10. C6 cad mot chi€c de. Mot sinh vat hinh ngwoi voi nira
than trén d€ tran phi nhiéu d&€n mirc dang s, lwng cong, méng chong ra,
chan ngin nglin dang dit ¢ dinh ddu clia mdt thanh sit néng dd 1én trén cdi
de va dung bua dap n6. “Keng, keng” chinh 1a &m thanh do hanh dong d6
gay nén.

“«O day cling c6 10 ren...”



Nhirng vii khi va trang bi c6 vé da duwoe rén hodc stra chira boi tay tho
rén ki di nay dang dwore dwng hodc treo chat kin & birc twong clia can nha.

G4 tho rén quan mit bang mdt thit na nd bing vai. The nhung, ga vin
d€ 16 trong mét dd quach nhw dang khéc ra mdu va cdi miéng cirng nhw cdi
da voi nhirng chié€c rang x€p sin sit canh nhau.

Nhin thi thdy noi day khong chi cé 10 rén. Bon cin nha con lai quay
mat V€ phia quang treong déu bay mdt lwgng hang hod khong heé it & truedc
hién hodc trong nha.

Ng6i nha bén canh 10 rén bay nhiéu thir nhin giéng quéan do voi tui
x4ch 1&n nhitng céi gid gdn vao twong hodc x&p hay cha't dong chiing trén
bé. Vit th€ c6 hinh dang nhw qua trirng gidp ng'6i thu lu trén chiéc ghé canh
bé c6 hai canh tay (?) tho ra va doi mot thir na nd mét chié€c mil, vi vay, né
cling la sinh vat sdng ching? C6 1€ thir @6 con 1a chu ctra hang ban qudn do
va tiii xdch nay &y chu.

Phia bén kia quang treong, d6i dién voi 10 rén 1a mot can nha khéc, hay
néi ding hon 1a mot tip Téu. Birc twong hwong ra quang treong khong rd
la bj pha di hay tw dau da chzatng hé ton tai, nhwng nho' vy ma bon cdu ¢6
the nhin rd bén trong.

Nhirng chi&c tii duc 10, nhitng vt trong gidng mit na hay mang che
mat dugrc ché tac cau ki cing may mén tya nhw mi gidp 14 kin cac birc
twong. Mot sinh vat hinh ngwoi giy tong teo nhw than ciy kh6 héo ng6i &
chinh gitra cdn Iéu. Chl nhan #iém mdt na nay c6 tdi sdu canh tay, voi tong
cong hon ba muwoi ngén tay dang dan vio nhau mot cich phirc tap dang
trede ngwe. Chiéc mdt ng ma 6ng ta (hodc ba ta) dang deo 1a mét chiéc mil
gidp sang lén mau vang nha nhdn nhr mot tic pham nghé thuat, ra't ra dang
chu ctra hang.

Cin nha ndm bén canh tiém mit na va doi dién v&i cira hang ban quan
4o cung tdi xach thi c6 k&t cdu gidng voi ti€ém mat na. Tuy nhién, né to hon
hin, va chi ¢an nhin mot cdi 1a c& bon biét ngay day la mot cira hang thuc
pham. Thit ctia cac loai sinh vat cé the' 1a chim hodc thd bon chan da bi 16t
da dang dwoc treo ling léng, nhtrng thir giéng nhw bé thye vat gi d6 hodc
hoa qua thi dat trén ké hang. Ca bon ciing phat hién thd’y nhitng mén d6
nwong xi€n que va banh trdi da qua ché bién.



Phia tredrc ctra hang, sinh vat ¢6 hinh dang “mdt con cua v&i kich thwdc
con ngwoi” dang dung mudi khud'y mot cdi n'6i dit trén bép 10. Con cua
khong I'6 kinh doanh ctra hang thyc pham nay cing deo mat na, nhung hai
mét n6 nhé hin 1én trén, nén ra't khé d& khang dinh nhw vay c6 duoc coi la
giau mat hay khong.

Cin nha bén canh tiém thyc pham ban dd thir haAm ba lang, bay tri theo
nhiéu cdch khdc nhau, nén chd nay c¢6 I€ 12 ctra hang tap hoa. Khong thay
béng ddng sinh vat ndo c6 vé 1a chi tiém cd. Chéc k& d6 dang & bén trong
nha.

“Sao ha?” Ranta khit miii, wo'n ngyc ra va néi day vé te hao. “Mot ngdi
lang ra tro da’y chu?”

“... Tai sao cau lai té ra ty man vay?” Shihoru doi anh nhin khinh miét
khong maYy thién cdm vé phia Ranta. Haruhiro dé dang dodn dwoc Shihoru
luc nay c6 théai do nhw thé nao, cho du c6 dang che mat.

“Chéc vi Ranta 12 @6 ngd'c thdi ma.” Yume thé dai ngao ngdn.

Merry ddo dac nhin ng6 xung quanh. “Chung ta dang bi ngé lo’ a...?”

“Um...” Kuzaku thtt vAy tay v&i tén linh canh giéng. “X... Xin chao.”

Ga linh canh khong I'6 ndm lai vao cdn bida. Kuzaku nin thé va lui nira
budc, nhung phan tmg cia tén linh canh chi dén thé ma thoi. Hén ching
bu'6én nhin vé hwdng Kuzaku, chir dirng néi dé€n chuyén dép lai. Ca bon bi
phot 1o, Thye ra cling ¢6 vai cw dan trong lang dang tha bo gan d6, nhung
ho tuyét nhi€n chfmg ngo6 ngang gi d€n nhém Haruhiro. Cd ddm hoan toan
bi “bo’ dep”.

Haruhiro khoanh tay treé'c nge va rén 1én mot ti€ng “hwm...” Lam sao
bay gio?

“Khong phai ngdi d6 ma hiem dau!” Ranta gidm g6t chian xudng dat.
“Lam gi di chi, tha linh. Tao d€ cdi ngir nhw may lam tha linh 1a vi nhitng
lic nhw thé nay daYy.”

“May chang c6 tw cach dn néi kiéu d6 dau Ranta...”

“Néu khong thich bi tao ndi thi thir lam cho tao ngdm miéng di xem
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nao.

Diuing Backstab [Dam sau lwng] hay Spider [Nhén sdt thii] day? Néu
phdi tiéu diét Ranta cho hdn im mdm vinh vién thi minh nén ding skill nao
nhi?



Trong mot khoanh khéc, Haruhiro di that sy nghiém tdc cAn nhic lya
chon nay, nhwng cdu con thir ¢an phai wu tién hon viéc x& 1i mot tén khdn
rdc rwdi. Nudce va thite dn déu & ngay kia roi. Cu mudn cé chiing, bing
bat k& gid nao.

Haruhiro ding hdng mot tiéng roi thix tiép cin cdi gieng. Tén linh gic
giéng khong dong ddy. Nhuwng kich thwoc 4y thit ddang gom. Dit hin dang
ngoi, nhwng vi tri ciia cdi ddu con cao hon cd Kuzaku voi chiéu cao trén
mét chin. Khong phdi chuyén dia ddu. Sor chét di dworc.

Du vay, Haruhiro van thu hét can dam d¢ tiép tuc ti€n budc. Con nim
mét ntra la toi céi gi€ng. Bon mét. Ba mét. Chi thém mdt xiu nira 1a cau s€
hoan toan ndm trong fdm vai cha tén linh gic. C6 1& néu mudn, hin chi can
ding day tung mot don la dd 18’y mang Haruhiro.

Cau tha'y khé thé. Cam gidc nhw da day sip trao ngwoc ra khdi miéng,
w thi khong phai vy dau. N€&u trao ra that thi hin 1a khi&p 14m.

Khi Haruhiro gat bd sy s¢r hai va do dy ctia minh d€ dwa chan vé phia
triedre, tén linh gac d6t ngét nhom ngwoi 1én.

Nhitng tiéng kéu “Hic...” “Nya!?” “U...!” vira cdt 1én khong phéi cla
Haruhiro ma tw hoi con géi. Con Haruhiro thi dor ra d&n ndi khong thot 1én
ndi mot ti€ng ndo... S... s... ss5ssss5855585s¢” thé! Minh, minh... sdp bi... giét...
w...?

“Cccccc, ¢0 1€... tao sé... di lum xwong cho may?” Ranta thi tham.

“... Vu d6 thi phai lam t t& chir...” Kuzaku gép y. Nay nay nay, doi da?
Chcing phdi cé viéc can lam triwoc khi tinh chuyén chon cat toi sao...?

“P... Please.” Haruhiro li€én gio ngay hai tay 1én... Co thé cir dong
dworc roi. Giong ndi ciing thodt ra.

Nhwng ma, “please” 4y hd? Minh c6 phdi Ranta dau. DU nwéc mit
chue trao, Haruhiro van gio cao tay trai, chi ngon trd tay phai vao giéng roi
dén co hong minh.

“N... Nude. Toi mudn udng. Nudc, cd tdi, khat. Um... Ching t6i 12 1t
khéch. Ching t6i, muén, nude... Ong, hi€u khong? Nudc 4y, nude! C6
th€... cho ching tdi udng... dworc khong? Nuwde. Nuwdce giéng!”

Tén linh canh gitr nguyén tw thé’ nhom ntra ngwoi, khdng nhic nhich.

Giéng nay 1a loai 18y nwéc bing gau thi phai. Hai bén giéhg c6 hai ciy
coc, phia trén 12 mdt thanh gb ndi hai d4u coc lai v&i nhau. Trén chiéc rong



roc dworc gdn c& dinh vio thanh gb ludn s¢i ddy thing treo mot chiéc gau.

Anh Ia rung rinh tir ngon dudc gin trén mot bén coc soi td hinh déng
ga linh canh trong nhw quai vat. Ma dau phai tréng nhw, nhin t phia nao
hin ciing thuc sy 12 mdt con quai vat. Canh tay chaalng han, r0 rang to hon
mot con ngwoi. Qua to. That dién r'6. Qua dién r'o.

“Cho... chiing tdi... udng... nwéc.” Haruhiro nghién ring va lic dau.
Khong dworc chiu thua. Thua la hong bét. Cau dang danh ceg'c mang sdng
ctia minh, mdt cach nghiém tdc. “... Nwdc! Water, please! Lam on, cho
ching toi, nwde...! Ai cling can nwdc ma, phai vay khong!? Nwoce...!”

Cénh tay trdi cfia tén linh canh chuyé&n dong. Khoanh khic &y, Haruhiro
da chuan bj tinh thn d&1 mat voi cdi chét. Nhung tén linh gac chia tay trai
vé phia Haruhiro, chir khdng phdi canh tay phai dang gitr khw khw chiéc
bua ta.

Nhu thé hin dang doi hdi diéu gi.

“Tié...!]” Ranta hét 1én. “Tién, Haruhiro! Tién! Tra tién di! Nhanh
l1én...!I”

Ranta ngu ngdc dn qud ddy. Khéng can may nhdc tao ciing biét thira.
Haruhiro v01 va 12y ra mét vai dong bac. Cau s¢ thit ca nguc lai, nhung
van rang ti€n d&n gan tén linh canh va dit nhitng ddng bac 1én trén ban tay
trai caa hdn. Tén linh dwa ban tay trdi 1én tred’c mat minh, nhin chong choc
vao nhitng dong bac trong 1ong ban tay. R'6i hin 1ap tirc... ha't ching di.

Haruhiro ti ntra thi lan dung ra ba't tinh. Ldn nay xong doti thdt roi.
Toang. Toang manh. Toang hén roi. Khong thé’nao cwu van.

“P'ong den...I” Shihoru la 1&én. Haruhiro cam thdy hoi ty hao vi minh
hiéu dwoc ¥ nghia clia ciu néi &y ngay tip lu. Hon ta't thdy, Shihoru that
qua strc vi dai khi nghi ra dwoc chuyén nay.

“P... b... b... Pay!” Haruhiro 18y dong xu mau den vdn thudc sé htru
cta bd xwong cé dudi ra cho tén linh gic nhin. “Coi kia, d6ng nay khong
duwoc ha...!? Ong thay sao!? V&i cdi nay...!”

Tén linh gdc lai chia tay trdi ra. Haruhiro dit d6ng xu mau den 1€n d6
bang ban tay run ray. Hin ¢Am 14y d6ng xu den r'6i ha't hAm, néi gi d6 nghe
nhuw la “Ua, g6.” La sao ta? Ua, go? Ua, go...?

“Hoa ngo”?

Chdc khong phdi? Khong phdi... phdi khong?



“Yahoo!” Ranta lao dén cdi gi€ng r'6i tha gau xudng. “Nwdc, nwoc!”

“... E nay, may...” Haruhiro thim do thdi do caa tén linh géic trong lic
cdm thd’y mit minh cét khong con giot mau. Héin khéng... ndi gidn w? C6
vé on? Nghia la tyi minh dwoc phép dung giéng diing khong...?

Ngay khoanh khéc cu nghi rang “hinh nhw th& that”, niém vui swéng
va nhe nhom trao dang trong long, khi€n ciu chealng kip nhin ra minh da
ghé miéng vao chi€c gau nwdc udng 148y udng de ty lic nao.

“Nwde ngon quidaaaadaaqaaaaaaaaaaasadaa...”

Kho6ng nham di dau dwore. Tinh dén gio phiit nay, day 1a thi nwdc ngon
nha't ciu trng uéng. C6 th€ uéng dong nwde ngon lanh d€n nhwong nay
that hanh phic xi€t bao. That t6t khi dwoe sinh ra trén doi. That td't vi dwoc
song. Ca nhém Tan lwot udng nude tir chiec ghu. Chic chin ta't ca déu da
xoay vong dén ba, bon lwot, vy ma van chwa cé ai néi, “Thoéi da roi.”
Hinh nhw ca bon ¢6 th€ udng bao nhiéu ciing dworc.

No6i vy thoi chir trén thye t&€ ¢6 mot thir goi 1a gidi han. Do d6, dau
tién la Shihoru, k& dé€n la Merry, Haruhiro, Kuzaku, Yume, cudi cung la
Ranta, ['an lwgt ngirng udng.

Ranta lin kénh ra dat va ndm ngtta bung 1én troi. “... Tc, tic bung
that. U6ng qua da roi...”

“Chu choa.” Yume ngdi xudng va xoa bung. “Lan dau tién Yume udng
nwdoc dén day ca bung dd’y. Gio’ no cang ron ludn ne...”

“Pay cd mdt bung toan la nwde thoi...” Kuzaku che miéng.

N6i m&i nh¢, cd Ranta va Kuzaku déu dang ning tim che mat ctia mil
giap 1én. Khuoén méat ho da 10 ra, li€u c6 on khong thé€? Vi tén linh gac
khong néi gi, nén cé vé cheatng lam sao d4u nhi? Nhwng ma Haruhiro van
cam th&’y bt riet khong yén.

“... C6 1€ n€u nhu chung ta c6 loai tién do...” Shihoru li€c sang ti€ém
thwc pham.

“Vay ¢6 nghia thir d6 1a don vi tién té & ddy w?” Merry néi trong lic
xoa lung cho Yume.

Haruhiro nhin mdt vong vé phia 10 reén, ti€m quan 4o va tii x4ch, ti€m
mat na, tiém thyc pham va ti€m tap hoa. N&u chuyén ding 1a nhw vay, thi
trede mét, cd bon c6 the sdng sét, mién 1a biét cach kiém dwoc nhitng
dong xu kia...



- -5
3. Suoi cam

au g:’gom g6p lai ta't cd clia cdi clia sdu dira, cA nhém biét ring minh dang
c6 mdt dong vang, tim muoi bdy dong bac va sdu muoi tw xu dong. D6
dac chi & mc d6 vat dung ca nhan. Nhém Haruhiro thi di mdt vong cac
ti€ém quan 4o va tdi xach, tiém mat na, ctra hang thyc pham de’ dwa cho may
ngudi chi xem s& i san ndy, nhung ho ching hé td ra quan tim va 1 tit
ci bon. Ong cha 10 rén dang lam viéc, néu qu’y ray thi cé vé khong hay,
hoic néi diing hon 1a d& bj giét 1dm. Khi nhdc thd'y béng ddng chii nhan
bén trong tiém tap hod, bon cdu cling thi¢ go ctra. Sau ba an gd ma ch:aamg
dwgrc hd1 dap, nhom Haruhiro danh budng xudi.

Dwong nhu khong dé kiém dwoc xu den & bén trong ngdi lang nay.
Nhu th& ¢6 phéi 1a dwec voi doi tién khong? Céi bung rong bi danh lira bdi
nwde gior khod chiu trd lai, gdp gap quan ting con. Ca bon budc phai tim
cach ki€m d6ng xu den & bén ngoai, du chi mot hay hai dong ciing dworc.

Nhém Haruhiro ngdm ngli 0m chi€c bung rdng roi lang. Chgng can
phai nghi nggi cling bi€t muyc ti€u bay gio’ 1a ki€m ra dwgrc xu den. Ca bon
da ban bac roi thong nha't phwong cham la han ché di xa do tinh theé” nguy
hi€m, hay n6i ding hon la tinh thé& chﬁng ai bi€t dwoc cé nguy hiem hay
khong. LAy ngdi lang 1am trung tdm, bon ciu s& vé ban d6 trong d4u roi tw
d6 tung bud'c mé rong pham vi di chuyén.

Piéu tién, ca nhém bang qua ciy cau, roi c thé” di thglng khoang mdt
tram mét thi dung phai mot khu rung. Nhirng vat th€ trong nhw thyc vat
than cao, c6 th€ xem 12 cdy than gb, tring phd, cong queo, moc rim rap &
d6. Vach chiing ra d€ di qua dwdng nhw 1a mot viéc ching d& dang. Khong
the€ nao di ti€p dworc.

Ca nhém quay tré lai, di vong quanh phia ngoai hao roi thir leo xudng
véach da thap. Bo song gan gidng nhw bai cat. Cat & ddy Am mdt cach la ki.
Pam Haruhiro ti€n t&i sat mép song. Long song c6 vé sau, nwde chdy cling



xi€t. Haruhiro rut ré thit thoc tay xudng dong nwde trong den ngom réi mo
to madt ngac nhién.
“... Nuwoc song nay... am 4m!”
“That a?” Ranta c&i giay va tat roi budc chan trdn xudng song. “O!
That nay! Khong &m han dau nhueng ma hoi am &m ddy! Cai nay tha
: y C
dwoc ca bon tam &y chie!”
“.. Bon tim...” Shihoru ngdh ngo' 1dm bam. “T¢ mudn... ngdm...
A )
on...
“Cong nhan...” Merry nhin 1én khong trung r'6i thé dai. “Bon tam...”
Yume cuwoi hénh héch. “Gio ma dwoe ngdm bon thi swdng nhw tién
ha!”

“Um...” Kuzaku gat dau. “Nguwdi ngom ca bon hin ta 1dm roi. TG chéc
chén ciing th&"...”

“Nhao vo khong!?” Ranta gio’ ngéon céi. “Theo mot phong céch cyc ki
than thi€t! Nhirng lic thé nay thi c¢6 sao dau! C tong ngdng ma tri€n. O
day t61 om thé¢ nay ma, ding ndo cling chging nhin duvge gi may dau! Ghé
hé hé hé hé!”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén khong sao...” Haruhiro bj thdi thic bdi khao khat
tan Ranta ra ba, nhwng cdu khong mudn phung phi strc lwe vo ich nhw vay.
“Xin 16i nhung vu tim tdp d€ sau di. Bon minh phai tim dwoc dong xu den
roi nghi cach ki€m d6 an ntra. Sau do, tui minh sé€ kiém tra do an toan roi
tdm rira, di nhién 12 nam riéng ni¥ riéng va luan phién nhau.”

“Pwng duia nhé Parupiro! Tao phan d&i! Phan d&i, phan doi, phan doi!
PHAN POIIII!”

Chi minh Ranta lam loan, con ciac dong ddi khac déu tan thanh y ki€n
ctuia Haruhiro.

(13

... H®?” Khi Yume dang ng6i bén bo song va vuc tay xudng dong
nwée voi vé tiée nudi, co chot nhén mot vat gi d6 1én. “Ua? Gi ddy nhi?
Hinh nhw né6 bi vui dwdi cét...? Tron tron...”

Haruhiro nhan vat dé6 tw tay Yume. “... MOt d0ng xu den...”

“Cé khi van con!?” Ranta bit dau bo bang ti¥ chi d€ tim nhitng ddng xu
den khdc, him hé nhw th€ sdp nhao xudng boi vay. “Tim ndo, tim nao! TAt



ca tui bay! N6i cho ma nghe n¢, ta't ca tai san cia dam cac nguoi déu la cua
t6i! Con d'6 cua toi thi dwong nhién la caa t6i roéi...!”

“N6i mé thi néi ldc ngd giim di...!” Du 1én giong cin nhidn nhung
Haruhiro vAn md mim tim dong tién den v&i Ranta.

Moi nguoi déu khd, khdong, phai ndi 1a rad't nghiém tic voi cong viéc tim
ki€m &y.

Khong biét tw lic nao, dnh sang nhw quang Ita loé 1én & dwong vién
clia ring nidi phia xa di tit lim, khong gian bi khod chit trong man dém
hoan mi. Nhém Haruhiro & khd gan lang nén mdi ndy, cd bon van con nghe
viing vang tiéng bia gd “keng, keng” tit xudng rén, nhung bay gidr, ca
nhtrng thanh am dé cling khong con nura.

Troi t61 r'oi. Khong biét cd bon da doc sirc tim ki€m nhitng d6ng xu
den trong bao 1au? Haruhiro khéng wdc lwong dwoe, nhung du sao thi troi
cling to1 roi.

“... Chgng tim thém dworc mét dong nao cd...!” Ranta d@'m xudng mat
nwoc.

“Dung la ch:fmg dé dang nhwr minh twdng...” Kuzaku ng'6i bét xudng bai
song.

“Truwde, tredre tién thi...” Shihoru vit gd'u 4o choang sling nuwdc, “bon
minh ¢ quay lai xem th voi mdt dong thi ¢6 mua dwoe @6 an gi hay
khong...”

“Phai d6.” Yume hinh nhw da khéc nheé mdt teo. “Yume déi bung qua
nén thad’y bu'dn niu ca rudt gan...”

“Bi€t dau chung ta lai mua dworc nhi€u do an ngoai duw tinh ddy...”
Merry néi vai 1ot mang tinh an i, qua 1a mét viéc hoi bi hié€m.

“...C6,1i...” Ranta guc dau. Bén ca ciu ta nhin ciing iu xiu.

“Lam vay... di...” u€ oai néi xong, Haruhiro lai phai v6i va ty khich 1€
ban than minh. Thu linh ma mat tinh thdn thi con lam dan gi? “bi, di thoi!
b1 an, an com!”

Ngay ca viéc leo 1én vach da chi cao hai mét cling cwc ki khé nhoc. Khi
quay vé dén cdy ciu bing ddi chan mét I, cd bon bj mdt phen sitng so.

Thép canh C & dau cau bén kia thyc cha't [a mot canh cong, né€u khdng
bwdc qua canh cong nay thi s€ khdng th€ vao lang. Canh cOng mé& toang



ban nay gio’ dang déng chit khdng 1o vi Ii do gi.

“Tai... sao?” Haruhiro &n nim tay vao tran. “... Vi troi t&i roi w?”

“Ai ma bi€t ha!” Ranta ha tdim che mat ciia mii gidp va dinh bang qua
cau.

“Nay, nay...” Chging c¢an cho’ Haruhiro ngéan cdu ta lai, tén linh gac &
Thdp canh C d3 dit mili t&n 1én cung. Bi ngdm bén, Ranta khong chi dot
ngdt dung lai ma con nhay 1én, quy rap xudng dat mot cach mau me. “...
Tdi xin 16i...! LAm on dirng béan, ding ban tdi! Xin ngai 1am on lam phudc
dirng bin...!”

C6 1€ hanh dong do6 cua cau ta cling c6 ich. Tén linh giac tuy khdng bo
mili t&n xudng nhung ciing khong bén né di. Ranta gitt nguyén tw the quy
rap d€ rut lui vé chd bon Haruhiro.

“Khon kiép that! Thang xudh ngdc! P dan! Tao suyt toi doi roi
day...!”

“Plrng c6é cdu v&i tao...!” Haruhiro cdm thd'y méit minh hoa 1&én. Ciu
khong c¢6 strc t&i mirc viée phat ra ti€ng néi ciing tré nén phién phirc. “Chi
con cach doi cho tdi khi ctra m@ théi... nhi? Ng'6i doii khong thi ciing phi,
hay 12 ching ta di tim thém d'ong xu den? A, chic moi ngwdi khong di dau
nhi... khong di dwoc thi ding hon...”

Ho khong con tinh thédn lam gi ca. Thé lyc cling khong. Tui Haruhiro
ng'6i luén xuéng d6 va ngl ga ngu gat. Du & trong trang thai lo mo’ thi cam
gidc doi khat van tAn cong ho khong khoan nhwong. Nhwng, ca bon chi con
céch chiju dyng ma thoi. Dau c6 gat ga gat gii thi cdi bung d6i ¢on cao ciing
khién ho tinh gidc. Cd ddm mudn gidn cd chém thot trit hét byc tirc 1én
dau nhau. Trong lic kim nén cam gidc &Yy, y thiec lai dan trd nén mo nhat.
Gia’c ngd chap chon dé dang bi pha hdng bdi con déi khong hé thua kém
nhtrng con dau.

Ba c6 gdi ng'di sat vao nhau, lic thiee lic nga.

Yume xoa xoa dau Shihoru va thi thAm: “Yume mu6n an qui... Ne
Shihoru, mot chit thoi cling dwore... Yume an Shihoru dwgc khong...?”

“...N€&u doi lai 1a t& cling dwoc an Yume...”
“Uurrrre. N&u dwore dn Shihoru thi Yume bj dn ciing cam long...”
“... Th& bon minh #n 14n nhau a?”



“Mudn qua.... Shihoru trong ngon ma...”

“Ne, t& an voi duwoe khong?” Toi lwgt Merry 1én tiéng.

“Né&u thé" thi Merry cling phai cho bon Yume an co.”

“Um... cdc cAu ctr 4n di.... N&u dwoc dn bay gior thi thé” ndo ciing
dworc...”

“... Gur!” Ranta cudn tron minh lai nhir mot loai au tring nao d6 da chét
ngic. “... Bon con gii dang néi cdi quai gi dA’y nhi...? Chét tiét... LAm tao
ganh ti ddy... Nghiém tuc, thiét tinh...”

Kuzaku dang nam dang rong chan tay va 1dm nham gi d6. “Ludc hdt vit
I6n, Iudc 16n hot vit lac, an 10n hot vit lac, ludc 1ai hét vit 10n lai 1o0n hot vit
lac... BuGi trra an budi chua... Con lwon né ludn qua lwon...”

“PAy van chua phai gi¢i han dau ma...” Haruhiro khé cwoi. “Gidi han...
T&ihan ... Tan hei... Hi hi...”

That khé d€ tin ring sé'm mai sé& ghé t&i the gidi tim t&i vo tin niy mot
Tan nwra, nhwng né thwe sy da dén roi.

Trwdc khi danh sang 16 ra tv dwong troi, mot ti€ng rong ghé ron vong
toi va linh gdc Thap canh C day md canh cOong tw phia bén kia. Ngay sau
d6, dworng vién do rang nidi vach ra trén bau troii phwong xa bung chay.

Nhém Haruhiro bat ddy khong ai bao ai, dong loat lao qua cau nhw the
tranh nhau di tredc. Cong viéce clia xwdng rén van chwa bat dau nhung cdi
n'oi cta tiém thyc pham da béc hoi nghi ngit. Haruhiro chia dong xu den
cho Chii tiém Cua By lic nay dang quay thirc #n trong n'di bing mudi. Con
nguwoi 10 ra khéi chi€c mat na ciia Chu tiém Cua By Tan lwgt nhin d6ng xu
den r'6i t&i nhém Haruhiro.

“Hay cho chiing t6i mdt mén d6 an nao d6...!” Haruhiro 14p tirc khan
khodn. “Chtng t6i d6i 14m, sp chét t&i noi réi...! Thuc sw 12 céi gi cling
dugrc, mién 1a @6 cé the dn...!”

Chu tiém Cua By 12’y ra sdu vat deng 1am tir g0 hay chat liéu gi d6 roi
muc mon trong noi... trong na na thit ham cho vao dd'y. Nhém Haruhiro
vtra cdm on rdi rit vira nhén 18’y sud't dn ctia minh. S€ tuyét voii hon néu ¢6
thém mot chi€c thia, nhung khéng c6 cling chflng sao. Haruhiro hup soan
soat mon thit ham sé€n sét néng hoi c6 mau den &y. Hwong vi ra sao ciu
cling khong rd nira, chi bi€t né ngon dén ndi 1am ciu thd'y nhr dwoc 1én
thién dang. Nhin xung quanh thi thd'y moi ngwoi déu dang vura thdi phu



phu vura say swa hip phéan thit hAm cta minh. Haruhiro cdm nhan dwoc
niém vui swéng tir tin ddy long. Oi hanh phiic. Minh hanh phiic, hanh phiic
qud doi, toi mikc ndo nhw té liét va chiét xudt hanh phiic wa ra tir moi 16
hong trong co’ thé. Swong mudn dién ludn.

Chfmg ma’y chd'c Haruhiro da hip xong phan nwdc sén sét. Nhung van
chua hét. Con phén cdi nira. C4u 148y ngdn tay nhén phin cdi dong lai dudi
day bat. ... T1{11...!17” Cau ba't gidc bat ra mot tiéng kéu ki quai.

Thi boi, phin cdi nay ré rang hao hao con rét, chc”;ng phdi la... con
trung saooo...?

“Ka ha ha! C& dugc chén la thich r6i...!” Ranta n6i may cdu nham nhi
roi ceong quy€t ném nhirng con bo d6 vao miéng va nhai ra't manh dan. “...
Gu aa! Eo! uoe oe 0e...!?”

C6 vé chiing rat ding. Ranta nh& phi phi d€ tdng may con bo ra khoi
miéng. Ding nhw dy dodn. Qua nhién ching ra't kinh. Khong nén in chd
cai nay thi hon. Nhung... vy thi khong dd. Thyc long ma néi, voi lwegng
thirc an nhw thé nay thi con lau méi di no.

Haruhiro lo' d&nh nhin vé phia Cha tiém Cua By. Thé 1a Chd tiém Cua
By 1ién chia cho cdu chi€c que trong nhw thit xién nwdng. Trong long
Haruhiro ndy sinh mot 1ong thanh kinh sau sic. Cau tin Chii tiém Cua By 4t
phdi 12 mot vi than ciru th&’. Haruhiro cdm dong ra nwéc mét, dua tay do
14y xién thit v&i 1ong biét on v6 han. Cdu ngoam xién thit triedre khi kip
nghi liéu né c6 van dé gi hay khdng. N6 lanh va cieng, gidng thit hun khoéi
hon 12 thit nwedng, nhung ciing khong dén ndi t€. Mic di hoi khé nudt vi
n6 khdong mong nwde nhung cang nhai mui vi lai cang rd rét hon. Thir nay
xem chwrng ¢6 th€ gitp ca bon no lau dworc.

Ngoai Haruhiro, Cht tiém Cua By ciing dwa cho nhirng ngu¢i khac moi
ngwoi mot xién. Vay 1a mdt dong xu den cé gid tri ngang v&i sau phdn mén
hAm con trung va sau xién thit hun khéi. Chéc 1a thé’, ding khong?

Ngay khi thod man dwoc con déi thi con khat lai kéo dé€n. Tuy nhién,
chic s& can thém mot dong xu den nira d& dwoc dung giéng. Cheamg 1€ bon
ciu phéi rdang nhin va dun nwdc séng 1én ma uéng hay sao? Trong khi
Haruhiro con mai suy tinh, cdu nhin thd’y tén ngd'c Ranta tung tang chay t&i
bén cdi gi€ng, tha gau xudng mic nwdc 1én udng wng we. Tén linh gic
giéng khong hé dong day... Ua? Thé ciing dwoc a?



No1 got Ranta, Haruhiro cting ron rén thir u6ng mot it nwdc. Qua nhién
tén linh gac gi€ng chang can tr& gi. Tqi vi hém qua bon minh dd dwa hdn
dong xu den roi a? Gid sir 1 dong xu den = (mon hdm cén tring + xién thit
hun khoi) X 6 phin thi co 1€ hom qua bon minh dd trd dw tién nwoc cho sdu
ngwoi. B&i the” nén hom nay tén linh canh van cho phép bon minh udng
tiép...?

Du sy thét 1a gi di chang ntra thi trng ngwoi trong nhom cling Ian lwot
bd sung nwde cho minh va ¢é dwoe cam gidc khoan khodi khong 1au sau
d6. Khong ding, vin chiva dii.

“Nay, Haruhiro oi...” Shihoru gio tay. ... Té mudn... tim rira.”

Haruhiro da khong thé néi rang gior dau phai liic cho viéc d6. K€ ra ca
nhém ciing ¢6 th€ suy nghi vé cach thirc ki€m d6ng xu den trong lic chuan
bi tim hoic tim nira dd’y. Nhat dinh 12 s& 1am dworc thoi. Co the dwoce thw
gian c6 the giup dau 6¢ tré nén minh man va nghi ra gi d6 ma. Um. Quyeét
vay di. Tém. U thi di tdm.

Tui Haruhiro roi lang va nhanh chéng di chuyén t&i bor song. Thue ra
c6 1€ cling khong can phai voi nhwng ca bon chéng ngan dwoe bude chan
ga’p gap clia minh.

K& hoach 1a déu tién ca nhoém sé dao mdt cai hd” & gan song. Ti€p theo
la tao mdt dwong ranh n6i lién cai hd va dong sdong. Khi nwde song chay
vao day hd thi 18 cdi ranh lai. Ca nhém da quyét dinh cho hdi con géi vao
tdm trede, roi téi leot bon con trai. Trong ldc ddm con gdi tim, Iii con trai
s€ cho’ & cach d6 mot quang xa.

C4i ho” dwore hd bién thanh bon tim c6 dwong kinh khoidng mot mét
redi va do sau fAm mdt mét. Nwoc song twong dwong nhiét dd da nguoi
nhung nhwe the” vAn t6t hon nhiéu so v&i nwde lanh. Khi roi dén I'ong
xudng, ho thd’y nwdc sdng khdong bi van duc va ciing khong ¢6 mui. Cong
viéc dién ra thuin loi theo ding k& hoach, mot bon tdm 16 thién v&i lan
nwde Am A'm da hoan thanh.

“Xong! Gio thi tyi nay sé lanh ra xa.”

Haruhiro, Ranta va Kuzaku d€ ba c6 gai la Yume, Shihoru, Merry lai,
lui ra xa khdi bon tim 16 thién khodng hai mwoi mét. Ngay sat vach d4.
Miit troi da 1én, hodc ¢6 1€ nén néi 1a lira da 1én roi. Dau vay thi the gidi



nay cling van t61 tim. Chd nay c6 vé horp 1 vi tr day hoan toan khong thay
béng dang tui con gdi ntra. Tuy nhién, bau khong khi that 1a khé chiu.

Ranta quéd w ngoan ngoan. Khong. Phai néi 1a ciu ta dd@ ngoan ngoan.

“...Nao anh em, tri€n khai k& hoach ch nhi?”

“Tao bi€t ngay ma...” Haruhiro thé dai. Lam thé& nao d€ ngén cdi tén vo
lai ha c@p nay lai nhi? May thay, chuyén da duwoc gidi quy€t ma Haruhiro
chang can phai dong tay.

Bé&i vi Kuzaku da ba't thinh linh d¢ Ranta xuéng bo song. “To6i khong
de’ cau lam th& dau!”

“Pau. Ai, 4i. Poi dd. May 1am cdi gi thé thing khd'n Kuzakky. Ptng an
vao khép. Chd khép dau di man ludn day! B ra, thing to con ngu xuah
nay...!”

“Khong, tai vi Ranta cling khoé 1dm. Tdi ma khong 1am thé nay thi kicu
g1 cau cing chudon ma't.”

“Gay tay tao mat, ca vai tao, ndi tang cua tao bep mat! Tao ma chét thi
may lam th& nao ha, d6 dan!?”

“Cau dau phai loai chét dé dang nhw th& ha ban Ranta? C4u vin dn da’y
thoi.”

“Khong on! Khong on! Khong on! Pau qua! Pau qua! Pau qua! Chét
ma't! Chét mat! Chét mat! Béra! Bora! Bora!”

“Ki€u ¢ tinh lam ra vé bi dau mot cach phéng dai cua cau thi toi bi€t
thwa 1'61.”

“... Khon ki€p, may hoi bj tinh vi tinh twdng r'oi dd'y Kuzakky! May
khong c6 ti sy kinh trong nao danh cho bic dan anh a?”

“C6 chir. Thyc ra toi kha 1a kinh trong ban Ranta da’y.”

) “N€u thé" thi bd tao ra! Khoa than! Tao phdi nhin bon con géi khoa than!
Oi nguc! Khong dwore nhin nguye tran 1a s& méc bénh ma chét da’y! Nghiém
tuc ludn, tao khong n6i do1 dau!”

“...Cau dang ddnh ma't sy ton trong cua tdi ddy. An v&i cha néi.”

Haruhiro nghi ring Ranta khong phai 12 ki€u ngwoi xtng ddng nhén
dwoee ba't ki sy ton trong nao, nén ma't cling chang sao.

Nhurng ké’cc’i thé, Kuzaku hanh dong mau le thdt. Vi thé”a? Qud nhién la
vi Merry w? Han thé. Cdu ta khong mudn ai nhin thdy... Gi nhi? Ban gdi?



Ngwo'i yéu? Cing nhw nhau thoi. Khong ai mudén ga dan oéng khdc nhin
thdy bo dang khod than cia ngwoi dy cd. La vdy phdi khong? Chdc thé.
Day la cdm xiic tw nhién ma. Téi ca Haruhiro con hiéu dwgc nhirng diéu co’
ban &y. Du rdng minh vdn con “zin” day? Kuzaku thi sao? L& ddu... cdu &y
dd lam... chuyén do roi...? Pai loqi thé? Nhi...?

Haruhiro ng61 xudng da't, up mat vao hai long ban tay. Minh nghi cdi
qudi gi thé” nay. Xam xi hét sirc. Chuyén thé’ nao ma chc%ng dwoc. Liic nao
roi con nghi to'i mdy chuyén do. Puing roi. Bdy gio thwce sw khong phdi liic.
Dong xu den. Lam thé nao dé tim ra chiing bdy gio? Phwong phdp dwa
ddm vao may riii nhw tim cdc xdc chét hay nhdt dwoi song khong on chiit
nao. Khéng cé cdch nao chdc chdn thanh cong hay sao? Mudn ¢ tién thi
phdi lao dong, hay la kiéim viéc lam? Vi dy nhw xin xo cw ddn trong lang
xem ho cd cong viéc gi can thué ngwoi khong chc%ng han? Co dwoc khong
nhi? Khi ma ngon ngit con chc%ng giong nhau? Xem chwng chuyén do la
khong thé’

Tién. Tién 2? Pdng xu den chinh 1 tién. D'ong xu den chic 1a don vi
tién t€ & ngdi lang d6. Néu ding 1a nhw vay thi day 1a hé thong kinh t& s
dung ti€én mat. Tuy nhién, sao lai xay dwng ch&” do trao doi thdong qua tién
mat chi gidi han riéng trong mot ngdi lang nhd nhw vy ch*? Déan sd” lang
nay la bao nhiéu nhi? C6 mwoi bdn ngbi nha, cir cho t6i da 1a nam muoi
ngwoi di. Cac cra hang déu trung bay du loai hang hoa da dang twr s&
lwong t&i san pham. Chang phai nhw thé qud dw thira so v&i mot ngdi lang
c6 quy mo vOn ven ndm muoi ngu’é'i uv? Hay la con nhtrng vi khach hang
khac? Gidng nhw tyi Haruhiro chang han...?

‘77

Haruhiro nghe thdy ti€ng “Kyaaaaa...!

Khong chi la ti€ng kéu, ma la mot ti€ng hét tha't thanh.

“Nay!” Ranta day Kuzaku ra.

Maic du bi x6, Kuzaku bat ddy con nhanh hon.

“Ban... Merry...!?”

Haruhiro phéong vot di ngay khi vira dirng day.

“Merry!? Yume!? Shihoru...!?”

“Hay ya...I” La ti€ng thét cia Yume. C6 ay dang danh tra w? V&i cdi
g1? Ké dich sao?



Tiéng nudc ban dir doi. “U a a...” La giong cia Shihoru 4? C6 4y dinh
bd chay nhung bi ngd xudng song sao?

“Hw...! Yaaa...” P6 1a Merry. La ti€ng ctia Merry. C6 vé ¢6 Ay dang
chién dau.

“B... Bon t& s€ can than khong nhin trong kha nang cho phép...
Haruhlro rat dao gam va dui cui ra. Ma noi chung khong phai cau khong
nghi rang day chang phai lic d€ néi d€n chuyén c6 nhin hay khong.

Haruhiro phéng hét toc lwc. Ciu da cé thé nhin thdy lo mo. Pung la
Yume va Merry dang di chuyén xung quanh v&i v khi trén tay. Ca hai déu
da ra khoi bon tém. Con Shihoru? O duéi song a? Doi thad... 1a kia sao?
Ban d4u Haruhiro nghi d6 13 than lan. Tw thé trong nhw dang bo. N6 ra‘t
nhanh. Con quéi vat mau le di chuyén sang hai bén, khéo 1éo tranh don tamn
cdng ctia Yume va Merry. Kich thudc twong dwong voi mdt con nguoi.
Truwde khi dau 6¢ kip nghi ngoi gi, co’ the Haruhiro da ty chuyén dong. Cau
vong ra sau lung ké dich va tung minh bam 1€n. Spider [Nhén st thu].
Khong phdi than lan. Con nay toan long ld. Ma thoi ké. Ngay khi Haruhiro
dinh cdm phip dao gim vao bén ¢ né thi d&i phwong chdng tra lai.

N6 nhay vot 1én theo dwong chéo. Cao qua. “U wa...” Haruhiro bam
chat 18y ké dich theo phan xa. Nguy roi. Con qudi vat xoay minh gitra
khong trung. N&u ctr thé” nay né sé nén lwng xudng da't, con Haruhiro lai
dang bam vao lung nd, vay tirc la... chaalng phai ciu s€ bi dap bep di xuéng
da't hay sao?

Khi Haruhiro dinh budng ra, canh tay cta ké dich lién giw chit 18y cor
the’ cau. Mot am thanh chat chda vang 1€n. Con chan dong giang 1én gan
nhw toan bo co’ the. Cau khong the dwore, dau 6¢c quay cuong. Ké dich nhay
ra xa khdi Haruhiro r'6i lai 14p tirc nhao t&i tin cong. Haruhiro ¢6” dliing hai
tay bao vé mat va c0. Phdi tim cdch dé’ khong mat mang. Chi riéng viéc do,
bdng bat cir gid nao.

“Gaaaa...!” Kuzaku nhdy vot ra, dinh ding thanh treong ki€m bo xudng
ké dich.

N6 nhdy ra phia sau va bo chay.

“An don nay...!” Ranta lao 1én nhw tén bin va tung mot nhat chém. Phoi
hop dn ¥ ldm... Ma minh ¢6 dw thoi gian dé ngdm nghia ngoi khen dong
doi nhw vay dy a?



Cau dinh ngd6i ddy nhung khong dwore. Chi 14t nghiéng ngwoi da dau
hét chd nay chd no. Non mat. Thdm hai ghé. Minh da qud bat can. Minh da
qud voi vang. Tai sao minh khong thé’ binh tinh dwoc co chie? U'c g,hé . The
nay thdt xdu ho. Minh la tan binh hd? Cw nhw la tdn binh dy. Chang con
mat miii nao. Pau qud, kho’ sé qud...

Kuzaku va Ranta dang dudi theo k& dich. Merry va Yume chay t&i chd
cau.

“Haru...!?” “Haru o1...!”

A thi té 6n, ma khéong, khong dn, nhirng chdng phdi hai ban dang khong
mdc do a? Tuy cling khong nhin 6 dwore do troi t61 nhung Haruhiro van
cam thay c6 18i. Haruhiro nhdm mit lai, cho ring day la diéu td7 thi€u cu
phai lam.

“... Shihoru dau r6i...?”

“Thoi chét!? Pung roé1! Shihoru! Shihoru dau r6i1!? Shihoru c6 sao
khong...!?”

“To... to... t& khong, khong sao dau...” Vi Shihoru da dap lai cau hoi
ctia Yume nén Haruhiro cdm thay nhe cd ngwoi. Tuy nhién d€ goi 1a hoan
toan yén tam thi hoi khé. Ki€u nhw 1a hoan canh chwa cho phép vay.

“Haru...! By gio t& s€ dung ma phap...!” Merry kéu 1én.

“... Khong, khong dwgc... Ma phdp anh sang... tao ra anh sang... nén
tredre do, cdu mac d'6 vao di...”

“Gio l1a ldc néi nhirng 101 nay sao!?”

Co ay gidn minh roi. To xin 16i. Thiee long, thiee long xin 16i cdu...

“Merry o1, quan 4o nay...!” Hinh nhe Kuzaku da quay lai va ném y
phuc cho Merry.

“Khong quan trong...!” Merry néi vy, nhung c¢6 vé c6 van khodc tam
chiing 1&n nguwdi. Sau d6, co bat dau chira tri cho Haruhiro.

“Guruwwrwrrwe...!” Ranta hét 18n. “N6 chay thodt roi, ¢6 khon...!”

“Ranta ngd’, dirng ¢6 lai day!” Yume la 1én.

“On 20 qué! Tdi cling chang them ngdm cdi bic twdng phang Ii clia ba
dau...!”

“C6 ca Shihoru ¢ day ntra da’y!”



“Puong nhién 1a ding d6 thi tdi mudn xem r'o6i! Toi sé nhin chdm chim
ludn! Ghé hé hé hé hé!”

“Jess, 1nn, sarc, cart, fram...”

“Qai oai odi, dgi chit, doi chit, doii chit Shihoru, dwng dung ma phap!
bé cheamg phai than chid Thunderstorm [Gidng sét hung bao] a? Lanh mdt
don do thi ca toi ciing thanh thit nwédng ma't dd’y con nho kia...!”

Haruhiro van tiép tuc nhim nghién mét. Néi mé mdt bay gio cd 1é
minh sé nhin thdy dii thir cho coi. Merry dang o khd gin. Gan toi miec mot
phdn thdn the’ c6 ay dang cham vao minh. Khong nhin ddau. Nhdt dinh
khong nhin. Oi ngwong chét mat, muoén khéc luon...

Nhuwng ma, téi cd viéc tam tdp thw thdi ciing khong dwoc. Thit khé qud
di ma...



»
no@é the’ st dung dwore ca Ma phdp dnh sang va Ma phdp bong t6i.
Tuy nhién, hiéu qua va thoi gian duy tri sut giam chi con khodng mot phén
ba so v&i thong theong. Hon nira, n6 khong chi tiéu t6n gad’p déi ma lyc ma
con gdy mét mdi ning né cho cd th€ chat 1an tinh than.

Do vay, chiéu Protection [Sw bao hd ctiia anh sang] thanh ra qua kém
hiéu qua, thyc chat 1a khong s dung dwoc. Ngay ca nhirng phép thuat lién
quan t&i tri liéu cling bi anh hwdng: chi can bay Tan lién ti€p st dung Cure
[Chtra tri], hodc bon I4n st dung Heal [Anh sang chtra lanh], hodc chi ding
mot Ian dung t&i Sacrament [Théan quang diéu ki] 1a ma phap lyc cua Merry
s€ gan nhu can kiét.

Ca bon quyét dinh d€ cho Ranta dung Demon Call [Tri€u h'6i ac linh]
g0i Zodiakun ra cang nhiéu cang t5t. Pang ndo thi Ranta cling 12 mot hic
am ki si vo dung khong th& van dung hidu qua cdc ma thuat hic 4m cla
minh. Hon the’, viéc ¢6 Zodiakun bén canh lic nay cling phian nao htru ich.

Nhom Haruhiro dat t€n cho ng6i lang c6 cai gi€ng nay la Lang Giéng,
dong séng nrdc Am A'm kia 12 Song Am. Vi khong biét phwong hudng nén
ca bon gia dinh S6ng Am chay tir Bic xudng Nam, quyét dinh coi huéng
throng ngudn 14 phia Bic con phia ha Iwu 12 phwong Nam. Vao ban ngay,
khi ngon lira nhd cao, duwong troi ding xa phia Pong sé chdy 1én mang lai
chiit 4nh sdng. Vi khdng c6 cich nio bing qua Song Am nén & thoi diém
hién tai, ca nhém chi ¢6 the’ tim ki€m vé phia Tay cua dong song.

C6 mot khu rung tradi rong & phia Ty Lang Giéng. Chfmg bi€t phia
Nam thi thé ndo. Dwong nhw ké thdt hung han van con an ndp dau dé bén
bo song nén ca nhém quyét dinh leo 1€n vach dd roi thir hwdng vé phia
Nam.

“Tinh ter Lang Gi€ng... 1a khoang bao nhiéu nhi?” Kuzaku quay dau lai.
“M0ot kilomét a?”

“Mu w un,” Yume kéu 1én theo kiéu rat di thwong, “chic fAm day.”



“Xi...” Ranta tac Iwdi roi gidm chan lién h'6i. “Kho di thé” nhé? Pap pap
pap pdp... Toan la bun Tay khong! Céi quéi gi theé nay? Tréu nguoi nhau
ha?”

(I hi hi... Ranta a... Chinh viéc may ton tai cling du tréu ngwoi roi...
hi... I hi hi hi...)

“Nay Zodiakun, may néi thé’ 1a y gi ha!?”

“Nhung... nhung... the’ nay chic s& mét dit hoi.” Shihoru vira di vira
dung gay chdng do co’ the.

“C6 sao khong Shihoru? Néu c¢an thi ciu cr vin vao t& nay.”

“Cam on, Merry... nhing néu t& bi nga thi s€ kéo ca Merry theo mat...”

“T&i ldc d6 roi tinh.” Merry hinh nhw hoi nhoén miéng cwoi.

Haruhiro ciing né nu cwoi kin ddo. Khong dwgc, mot thii linh vo dung
viea moi pham sai [dm thi ddu co tw cdch dé mim cwoi. Nhwwng du sao thi
moi quan hé ciia Merry voi Shihoru, va cd Yume nita, co vé dang ngay cang
tré nén than thiét. Thdt sw rdt ddng mirng.

Merry hoi moi gap la mét cé nang noi loan, nhwng nghe noi cé dy von
di rdt hoat bdt va t6t tinh. Mot tu sT nghiém tic, c6 ngoaqi hinh troi ban,
tinh cdch lai dé mén, sao ma hoan hdo thé dwoc nhi? Du trong vai tro la
dong doi hay ban be thi ciing khong coé gi dé’ché trdch, hodc co thé’ noi la li
twong. Voi tw cdch la thi linh, c6 c¢6 dy trong doi thdt hanh phiic biét bao.
Kuzakky hdn con sung swong hon khi ¢6 mot ngwei ban gdi tuyét vori nhue
vay...

“Phfa Nam cta lang Giéng 13 dat ngdp nudc a?” Haruhiro cing mét
quan sit, ngin tiéng thé dai chuye hét ra. “Cé vé nhurr né con kéo dai cd mot
doan nwra...”

“Pung la kho di that, nhung ciing khong phai chi toan chuyén xau dau
nhi?” Yume Ién ti€ng. “Mat da't nhw thé nay thi s€ phat ra ti€ng d6. N6 kéu
bup bup vay neé. B&i vay nha, n€u cé con gi xuidt hién, ching ta s€ biét
ngay lap tiec d6.”

“... Chét tiét. Yume kia. Cai d6 nguc 1ép ma néi chuyén c6 ich ghé chir
1i!”

“Purng c6 sudt ngay nguc 1ép nguce 1ép niva!”



K& ra loi Yume ndi ciing c6 li. Qud thdt thé” nay sé dé cdnh gidc hon.
Trwoe mdt bay gio- minh mudn mé rong pham vi di chuyén, nén cie thir di
thém mot chiit xem sao.

Vi th€, ca dam ti€n 1én khoang ba tram mét nira nhwng & dé khong chi
nhdy nhua ma con cd nhirng viing nwdc rdt vedng chian. Nuwdc chi siu
khodng nim centimét nhung dwdi ddy lai ¢c6 chd mém chd cing. La do
cha't dat khong dong déu, hay la...

“Cam gidc nay phai chang la ¢ cdi gi bi viii bén dwdi...?” Haruhiro 1am
bam.

“Chau bau chang!” Ranta ngay 14p tirc ng6i thup xudng va thoc tay vao
gitra 1&p bun My. “... 02 C6 ddy. C6 céi gi d6. Cdi nay 1a...”

“Nén thip sdng 1én nhi?” Nghe Yume hdi, Haruhiro gt dau dong y.

“A1é hap.” Yume 16i dén I'0ng ra va cham Itra. “Nay.”

Ranta dwa cdi vdr ma minh vira vot dwge lai gan dén 1'6ng cta Yume.
N6 12 mdt vat the tring tring, hinh que. Haruhiro nhan ra ngay tip lu.
Khong the nao nham dworc.

“La xwong...7”

“Cé nhiéu 1dm day. Noi nay c6 khi ndo chi toan 13 xdc chét khong?”
Ranta noi.

(U hi... Ranta a... may ciling sé ri xwong & day... u hi hi... u hi hi hi hi...)

“Pung c6 ndi g& chir! Zodiakun chét tiét!”

“Bon minh tim ki&€m thoi.” Haruhiro git dau chic nich. “U thi t& ciing
chaalng mudn 14m dau, nhung c6 thé bon minh s& tim ra ca di vdr chir khong
chi xwong v&i xau. Trong d6 biét dau sé c6 dong xu den ddy... Ching ta
hién gio du thé ndo cling phai ki€m d'dng xu den cho bang dworc.”

Khong mot ai 1én ti€hg phan d6i. Trdi nguoc véi Song Am, nude &
trong viing nay ra't lanh. Nha't 1a khi cdi xudng s€ tha’y lanh toat cad nguwoi.
MGt cong viéc chéng hé dé dang, nhwng so v&i bi chét déi chét khat thi nd
ciing ching thA'm vao dau.

Khong lau sau, Shihoru nin thd r'oi gio Ién mdt vat gi dé. ... Pong xu
den!”

“O hod'!” Ranta ddp manh vao lung Shihoru. “Tét! Gidi 14m Shihoru...!”

“... bung c6 lgi dung ma so’ soang linh tinh.”



“Pua nhau a!? Thé ma da ndi gidn 4!? Nghi€m tic hd!? Pay la chuyén
dang gian sao!? T6i chi mu6n chic ming chit théi ma!?”

(Ki hi hi... Ranta a... Sy t6n tai cia may da phd tan moi thit... Ki hi hi hi
hi...)

“NE&u sy ton tai la van d€ thi sira chira thé” qudi nao dwoe!? N6i cho ma
biét!”

Sau d6, ca bon phat hién thém dwoc hét thir nay dén thir khac. Khong
chi c6 d6ng xu den. Hai thanh gwom ngin van chwa gi sét. Mot thanh
grwom dai. Mot vat gidng nhw mat na mong lam tw kim loai. Cong v&i bon
dong xu den.

“Hirmm!” Ranta sam soi thanh gwom dai r'6i dwa né cho Kuzaku. “May
cam cai nay di Kuzakky. Trong c6 vé l1a hang t6t, chi can dem mai la ¢6 thé
stt dung dwoe, nhung nd qua tAm thwong d6i voi tao. K€ ra cling hoi bi
dai. Va lai, thanh L6i ki€m Dolphin ctia tao cling chwra ma't hiéu &ng co giat
nwa.”

“..Cam on.”

“Hai thanh gwom ngén thi d& cho Haruhiro nh4.”

(... Ku hi... Céi loai Ranta ma t4 ra cao thwong... Chét di ¢6 vénh véo...
Ku hi hi hi...)

“Nay Zodiakun!? May c¢6 thdi cdi tro tri €o tao mot cach ty nhién hét
Tan nay t&i Ian khac di khong ha!?”

“Umm. Thoi, tao 14y mot thanh 13 dwoc roi. Con mdt thanh thi Yume
thay t\hé’ nao? Cdi to hon ¢6 kich thudc gén véi con dao san ctia ciu day.”

“Ua. Nghe Haru néi, Yume thd’y ciing ding. Th& thi Yume xin nha.”

“M3t na thi sa0?” Merry wé'm thir 1én mit minh. “... Oi, vira khit luon.”

Chiéc mit na dwong nhw dwgec m6 phong theo hinh dang khudén mit
ctia mdt loai sinh vat nao d6. Khong phai con ngwoi. Tuy Haruhiro cé cam
giac n6 khong gidéng voi ba't cir loai dong vat nao ma cdu biét, nhung néu
budc phai mo ta thi nd la... khi chang? Tao hinh cla né trong ngd ngan, hay
cling ¢6 the goi l1a khoi hai.

“Trong, trong hop phét... da’y?” Gigng Shihoru hoti giat cuc.

“Phi!” Ranta phd 1én cudi va chi vao Merry. “Hop 18m, hop 1m! Tuyét
voi! Dung 1a kiét tac! Cai nay cho Merry nhé! Quyét dinh thé di!”



“Khong, khong can dau!” Merry go mat na xuéng dinh dwa cho ai d6
nhwng tat ca moi nguoi déu td ra tho o va khdng ai nhan 18y ca. “To
khong céan that ma!? Té chi wém thiy chut thoi!”

Tuy khong ro 1a vi i do gi nhwng... Haruhiro va Kuzaku quay sang nhin
nhau. Ma khong, con vi li do gi nita. Minh nghi dén chuyén do &y ma. Kieu
nhw, Kuzaku, cdu khong giiip Merry sao? Nhirng liic thé’ nay dwong nhién
la phdi vdy... Tai vi, hai ngwo'i dy... la kieu do ma?

Kuzaku nhin di chd khéc trede va cdi dau. BAu khong khi that gwong
ga0. Tai sao? A, hiéu roi. Hai ngwoi vén chwa tiét 16 moi quan hé cho dong
doi. Vi cd hai dang gidu giéin w? Chdc la vi vdy ma ngay cd nhitng liic thé’
nay, Kuzaku ciing kho dikng ra bénh viec Merry mét cdch 10 liéu.

Thdt ra viéc gi phdi che gidu chwe. Thir ddnh bai ngira voi moi nguwo'i
luén xem nao? Chuyén nay diing la phién phwc du dwong day. Néu cdc cdu
lam thé’thi chinh to ciing sé thdy thodi mdi hon bao nhiéu.

Nhwng co lé bdy gio khong phdi thoi diem thich hop dé’ cong bd” diéu
nay. Tw dwng phdi nghe cau: “Thdt ra...” thi ciing rdc rdi ra tro ddy.

Trong lic Haruhiro con dang suy nghi van vo thi Yume da déng ra nhén
18y chi€c mat na. “Vay thi cho Yume di ne? Lic quay lai Lang Gi€ng, n€u
c6 mit na thi ciing dé dang hon ha. Cdi nay tuy nhin chang dé thwong
nhung dén lic quen roé1 bi€t dau lai tha’y né ngd nghinh do.”

“...Um... vé miy dong xu den nay thi...” Shihoru lyra mot d6ng trong
bdn dong xu den dang ndm trong long ban tay d€ gio 1én cho moi ngwdi
xem, “... ¢6 sw khac biét nhd trong kich thwdc cta ching. Chi ¢6 dong nay
la to, ba d6ng con lai nhé hon mot xiu... Cé chwr viét? Hinh nhw cling hoi
khac nhau....?”

“069...” Yume dwa den I'ong lai gan. “Puing that. Chi c6 d6ng nay la
to théi.”

Haruhiro so sainh dong xu Shihoru dang ¢cam v&i ba dong con lai trong
1ong ban tay co. “... Chic gid tri cta ching khdc nhau ching? Nhu kiéu
dong bac va xu dong &y. Midc du chat li€u thi c6 vé gidng nhau. Pong xu
ching ta tim thdy dau tién vo&i dong xu nhdt dwoc sau dd’y trong nhw thé
nao 4y nhi? Um, t& chang nh¢ nira..

“Nhirng cdi co ban nhw thé” thi may phai nhé di ch!” Ranta cuoi ra
dang mili. “Om, médc du tao cling chang nho dau!”



(... Ki hi hi... B&1i vi... dAu 6¢ may... rdng tuéch... Ki hi... Ki hi hi... C6
I€... bay gio... Than Skullhell dang dang rdng canh tay d€ 6m 18y may r'oi
da’y...). The ro1, Zodiakun thinh linh ha giong n6i thém (Chaamg bao lau...
ntra dau... Ki hi hi hi hi...)

“Nay Parupiro.” Ranta hi't cim ra hiéu.

“... U.” Haruhiho khuyu g&1, ha thdp trong tdm. “Tao hi€u roi.”

Ta't ca cac dc linh cua thanh ki si déu nhw vdy hay sao? Biéu nay thi
mot dao tic nhw Haruhiro khong thuc sy nim rd nhung tdi thiéu thi tinh khi
ctia Zodiakun kha tha't thwong. Vi vy, bon cdu khong th€ trong mong dwoc
gi nhiéu & nd. Tuy nhién, khi m&i nguy dén gan, doi ldc né s€ bao hiéu cho
ca bon. Dai liic thoi.

Kho6ng can hiéu 1énh cia Haruhiro, tdt cd moi ngwoi cling chuyén vé tw
theé” phong tha.

Haruhiro hoi phan van. Cé nén bdo Yume tit den di khong? Khong
dwoc, néu tit bay gio thi ca bon s& hau nhw khong nhin thay gi cho t&i khi
méat quen dwoc v&i bong tdi. Chuyén dé ra't khong hay.

Ciau 1ing tai nghe. C6 th& nghe thdy. Am thanh. Giong nhw 13 “bom”.
Tt phia Tay vong lai. Bdm. Bdm. Am thanh ngay mot 1én hon. C6 thi gi
d6 dang budre trong viing nwde.

N6 dang ti€n lai gan.

Haruhiro nhin vé phia Kuzaku r'6i chi tay vé hwong Tay. Kuzaku gat
d4u, ha mié€ng che mit xudng roi xoay ngwoi vé hwéng Tay. Moi thir dién
ra ngay sau do.

Thir dé lao di. Yume hudng dén 1'0ng ra phia &y. Thay roi. Mau den.
Mot con thii. Khong 16. C6 t&i... bdn con mét mau vang ric sdng. Ché, hay
la s6i? Khong, khong phai. N6 phai to ¢ hd hodc sw tr. Tham chi con to
hon. Con qudi vét dang lao t&i. Kuzaku dinh ding khién d€ can budc tién
ctia n6 nhwng vo ich. Cau bi ha't vang.

“Qua nay nguy to...!?” Ranta chém t&i bang thanh Loi ki€m Dolphin.
Con quai vat khong h€ né tranh. N6 dung trdn ddnh bit don tin cong.
Trong tich tic, ca bon cit twdng dau nd da nit todc ra, nhung thdi d cta né
van binh chan nhw vai. Ranta nhay lui vé. “... Hir! Cirng th&’...? P'Au bang
da hay sao!?”



“... Ohm, rel, ekt, delm, brem, darsh.” Shihoru st dung Armor Shadow
[Gidp bong tdi] d€ tap hop nguyén t6 bong tdi xung quanh minh. Chiéu
thirc nay vo hiéu hod tat ca cac don tan cong, va k€ ca treong hop khong
lam dworc vay thi van khi€n ching gidm di vai phan cong lyc. Mot sy Iya
chon tinh tdo ra't ding cha't Shihoru.

Khi Merry hét 1én: “Kuzaku...!?”, 1ap tlc c6 ti€ng dap lai “Pay!” va am
thanh ai d6 nhdm ddy tw trong viing nwdc. Vay la Kuzaku cé vé khdng sao.

Con qudi vat cham rdi quay c6 nhin ddm Haruhiro mot lwgt. Chiéu cao
ter mat da't toi vai né la khoang mot mét hai. Than né dai chirng ba mét. N6i
chung la rdt to, dp lwc n6 gly ra cuing khong phai it, nhung kich thwoc
khong t&i mirc phi thwong. N6i thé thoi chir chang may bi né ngoam cho
mot phat thi dii 12 tay, 12 chan, hay 14 ¢& chic ciing s& dit lia mot cach dé
dang. Khdng ngo bi mét con quai vat co &y hiic thaalng vao ma Kuzaku van
chang hé ha gi.

“Phtt. Phir. Phtr...” O tw thé ha thp co thé, Yume thé ra gdp gdp. Co da
rit con dao sdn ra ¢cdm bén tay phai chir khong givong cung. Cung tén hin
la khong an thua véi mot doi thld the” nay. Ca bon da roi vao tinh thé phai
danh can chién roéi. Cy li thyc sy qua gan. Néu bay gio’ tui cdu quay lwng
bd chay thi ddm bao con quai vat s€ x0c theo ngay. Th€" thi coi nhw cham
hét. Chéc chin cd bon sé& bj giét trong tich tic.

Con quai vat van chwra kéu 1én mot ti€ng nao. Chi v&i 4m thanh dudi né
khé dap xudng nwde, tim Haruhiro d@ mu6én nhay vang ra ngoai. Néu gio
né ma con gam 1én nira thi chic ciu s& chét vi soc... Pdng so* qud...! Tom
lai la vi sao nhi? N6 dinh duoi tui Haruhiro di vi da ty ti€én xam nhap lanh
thd ctia né w? Nhwng néu vay thi 1€ ra dau tién n6é phai ham doa da chi?
Vay thi Ia... sain m6i? Con quai vat dinh san d6i Haruhiro v? D€ thoa man
con d6i? Qua nhién Ia vay sao...?

Minh mudn b chay... nhwng mdt dat thi khé di chuyén, troi lai toi, doi
chdn doi thu dwong nhw rdt nhanh nhen, bon minh kho long chay trén ma
khong chiu chiit thiét hai nao. Vay... chi con cdch duy nhdt la chién ddau thoi
sao?

Néu muc dich cta ké dich l1a d€ ki€m an thi rdt c¢6 th€ chi can gy
thwong tich cho né 1a di. Khién né tha’y “Lii nay khé nhan qua!” 1 n6 sé& tw
dong rut lui théi... Haruhiro ¢6 cam giac th&. Hay chi it 1a ciu mudn tin nhw
vay.



“Chién nao!” Haruhiro don sirc vao bung d€ tuyén bd dong dac nhat ¢6
th€. “Pwrng co cum lai mot chd, khong ding trirc dién, vay nd lai!”

Khi nhém Haruhiro chuan bi di chuyén thi con qudi vat cling da chuyén
dong r6i. Co thé to 1on nhwong &y ma sao ctir dong nhe nhang uyén chuyén
thé khong biét. La Ranta. Con qudi vat ch'dm t&i chd Ranta.

“Woaaaa...!?”” Xem ra Ranta cing khong h€ khinh suadt. Ciu ta da mu6n
né tranh dong thi 1am con quéi ling ting bing nhitng dong tac khua chan
ki di chang? Co6 1€ dé la chiéu Missing [Mat dau chim bay] ctia Pau phap
hic 4m. Trén mot nén dat kho cing, ¢ 18 cdu ta di thanh cong ruc ro.
Nhwng that dang ti€c, doii khong nhw 1a mo. Du tranh dwge con quai vat,
Ranta van bj t€ nhao xudng viing nudce. “... Gura...!?”

(... Cd'1én nao... Ranta... Gi hi... Fu hi he...)

“Ranta...!” Kuzaku tdng cho con qudi vat mdt chi€éu Punishment [Pon
trieng phat]. Punishment cda thanh ki si tuy kha giong chiéu Rage Blow [Cu
danh thinh nd] cta chién binh, nhung cé mot di€m khac 1a sé vira cung c&
phong ngu bang khién vira chém chéo tir trén xudng. Chinh su khac biét &y
da ctru song Kuzaku. Con qudi vat van ngwoi voi mot sirc manh khing
khi€p r'6i vung chan trede 1€n. Mot qua da'm cua qudi thui. La da@'m moc.
Kuzaku d3 ding khién d& dwge né bang cach nay hay cich khdc, nhung
cau khong tru dwgrc ma bi ha't vang di.
“Jess, inn, sarc, cart, fram, dart...!” Shihoru tung chi€u Thunderstorm
[Giong sét hung bao] vao con quai thi. Mot vai tia sét nhd da cham dwoc
vao nguoi nd. Con qudi vat bat ra ti€ng rén “grwe...”, toan than run 1én
nhwng khdng guc nga. N6 1ic manh d4u va quay ngudi vé phia Shihoru.

“Chuuaaa...!I” Yume vtra phét ra ti€ng kéu ki quic vira cim dau cim cd&
lao vé phia con quai vat.

“Ha’p...!I” Merry cling c6 dam cdy doan treong ra.

“Gur 6 0n...!I” Con qudi vat vira g4m rd vira xoay mot vong tai chd, cling
mot ldc day 1ui cd Yume va Merry. Ca hai cung té nhao xudng viing nwdec.

“... Ping ¢6 coi thwong tao, d6 khon! H&i béng t6i, hdi chii nhan Ac
dic...!” Ranta quy mot bén goi xuéng r'oi chia mii ki€m vé phia con quai
vat. “Blood Venom [Péc t& hic 4m]...!”

Ching ¢6 gi hay ho x4y ra mdi Mn Ranta xai ma phép héc 4m ca. B&i
vay, ngay ca khi mot lu'ong khi ring ron phét ra tir co’ theé’ Ranta va thuce sy



bao boc tron ven con qudi thu thi trong 10ng Haruhiro van chi ¢6 dw cdm
chealng lanh. V&n di, & thé gidi niy, hiéu qua cia ma thuat hic 4m dang bj
giam stt. Binh thwong ¢6 ai lai ¢4 tinh di sit dung né nhw cau ta khong?

Tuy nhi€n, con quai vét lao ddo trong thoang chdc. N6 nhanh chéng 137y
lai thing bang nhung rd rang c6 diéu ba't thuong nao d6 da xdy ra. Blood
Venom [Pdc t& hic 4m]. Haruhiro dodn d6 13 ma thuat stt dung chudng khi
ctia Than bong tdi Skullhell d€ 1am suy nhwoe cor the’ d6i phwong. Pung la
trdng con quai thi nhw th€ dot nhién bi d'm.

Viéc 2y da tao ra so hé noi ké dich. Khen nggi Ranta thi d€ sau. Néu
khong can lam th€ thi Haruhiro ciing chéng mudn khen lam gi. Cai hang
nhw Ranta ki€u gi ma ching huénh hoang t&i bén.

N€u néi 1a khong s thi s€ thanh n6i doi. Tuy nhién, Haruhiro c6 ni€ém
tin vao co’ hdi thanh cong theo cach cia minh. Du c6 hung han thé nao thi
doi tha van chi 1a thd bon chan. Haruhiro nhdy x8 vao né tr phia sau va...
bam dinh 1€n lwng nd. Cau dam thealng lvoi dao gdm vao gay ké dich. bam
hét sirc. Pam lién tu ti. Pwong nhién la con quai vat phat khung 1én. N6
oan minh, khua khoéng dit doi ca chan trwdc 14n chan sau d&€ hat Haruhiro
ra. Tuy nhién, dya vao ciu tric co th€ thi du 1a chan tredc hay chan sau
ciing khong the v&i 1én lung dworc... Haruhiro dodn chic nhw thé, nhung
méng vudt chin sau ctia con qudi dd cdm ngp vao duii phai ciu roi xé toac
no ra. “Gu a...!?”

Con dau cuing cwc khién Haruhiro bj ha't xudng dé dang. Hon nira, ciu
ciing budng tay khdi con dao gim van cim nguyén trén cd con qudi Vat.
Thém vao ddy, ciu ngd cdm mit xudng viing nwdc nén mit chflng nhin
tha’y gi, hit thd ciing khong xong. Vu nay gay ddy? Biét ddu ...sé chét
luon...?

“Jess, inn, sarc, fram, dart...!”

N&u nhw Shihoru khong phat dong ma phdp Lightning [Sam sét] kip
thoi thi ¢6 1€ Haruhiro da tré thanh ké dau tién lam m'6i cho quai vat.

“Ngwuaa...” Con qudi vat hin da linh mdt don dau. Ti€ng r6ng cia nd
am chi diéu d6 va cor the to 1on cling nga vt sang bén lam cho ca d6ng bun
bin 1én tung toé. Mic dii Haruhiro khong dwoc tin mét ching kién cinh
twgng 4y nhwng ciu ¢6 theé nghe r6 am thanh... Dao gam. La dao gam nhi?



Dao gim ctia Haruhiro dang cim & gdy con qudi vat. Shihoru da tung don
Lightning [SAm sét] nhim vao d6.

(I hi... Chinh Ia ldc nay... I hi hi hi...) Zodiakun xui giuc moi nguoi.

“Khéi ¢An may nhic...!” “Shaa...!”

Cam thd’y thoi cor da tdi, Ranta va Kuzaku cting x6ng 1én tin c6ng con
qudi vat. Haruhiro lau mit, vira nhdm ddy vira nghi ring bon ciu cé thé
thanh cong. Tuy nhién... con qudi vat bo chay. N6 chay mat ti€u roi. No
quyét dinh nhanh khiép. U thi thé’ gidi nao ciing khdc nghiét. Néu cii chan
chur thi sé thanh chdm tré. Néu khéng quyét dinh ngay titc khdc thi khong
thé’nao song sot. Sy hién dién cta quéi thu bi€n mat hoan toan trong nhay
mit.

“... C6 ai bi thwong khdng?” Haruhiro gio’ tay 1én. ... Ngoai t& ra.”

“T¢...” Kuzaku Ién ti€ng, “hoi dau hong mot teo...”

“Yume van khoé nhuw thwong.”

“... On trov, t& cling the”...” Shihoru ndi.

“Con 0ng day thi si€u cap vo dich roi!”

(bung lo... Ki hi... Theo dy tinh thi d&€n mai... may s€ thua trin r'oi chét
dd’y... Ki hi hi...)

“E nay Zodiakun! May khiéh tao lo ling d&y, dirng néi ma’y ciu nhuw
ki€u tién tri d6 ntra nha!?”

“Haru, dwa t& xem nao.” Merry v0i va chay t&i quy xudng bén canh
Haruhiro r'6i dit chan phai cda ciu 1én dau gdi minh “... Té phét, dung lam
chuyén liéu linh ch.”

“.. A dau, thyc ra t& khong hé dinh 1am chuyén 1iéu linh gi, hay néi
ding hon 13 t& dodn chic minh s& khdng bj thwong, nhung xem ra phén
doén cuia t& coOn non qud... Thanh that xin 16i moi ngwori...”

“Cdu mudn b ddp chuyén trwcc dé hd?” Merry hdi bang giong thi
tham.

Piéu d6... néi that thi chic cling c6 mdt phan. Khi bi ké dich tdn cong
ba't ngor & bai séng, chi ¢ Haruhiro bi thwong va phai nho t&i sy chira tri
cia Merry. Viéc d6 that dang xau ho. L'an nay, cAu mudn ¢6 mdt man trinh
dién that an twong d€ the hién ban than. Liéu ciu c6 ddm khaalng dinh ring



minh hoan toan khong hé ¢6 cam gidc d6? O mot gée nao d6 trong dau cu
6 1€ van ludn tOn tai tw twrdng xa'u xa nay.

Déu vdy, minh vén la thii linh. Mot tén dao tdc keo kiét, chang phdi kiéu
phé bay thwe lwe d& ddn ddt moi ngwoi hay mot ké luén phdt huy dwoc vai
tro lanh dgo, nhwng... thinh thodng dy ma? Néu khong lam cho dong doi
nghi rang, “Tén nay trong vdy ma khd phét nhi?” thi thdt kho lam viéc véi
nhau. Ddc biét, khi bi mot ké nhw Ranta coi thwong thi phién vo cuing.
Minh sé dé dang noi cdu.

Khong riéng gi Ranta ma bdt ké’ la voi ai di chang nita, minh mong
mudn ho ton trong thay vi khinh ré minh.

Haruhiro quay mat di va trd 1o Ii nhi. “... Cling mét chut.”

“T& 1udn biét oon Haru va da cong nhan cdu roi.” Merry khé khang néi
bang giong nhd khong thua kém gi Haruhiro. “Moi ngwoi ciing vay. CAu cit
bi€t vay thoi.”

“... Té nghi 1a t& biét ma.”

“Vay thi t6t. Gio t& chira tri cho ciu day.”

“Um...” Haruhiro nhim mét lai.

Minh khong muén thdy Merry ¢ khodng cdch cwe gdn nhw thé nay.
Minh ciing ching mudn Merry doi xir véi minh diu dang dén thé’, Dix minh
hanh phiic vé ciing. Cdm gidc nay lam long minh nhéi dau. A khong, minh
vdn vo cung biét on cé ay.

Haruhiro bi thwong, deg'c Merry tan tinh chtra tri, nhwng cdu da danh
ma't con dao gidm than thudc. Thanh gwom ngin bon ciu vét dugce & viing
nuwdc cir d€ nguyén thi khong th€ diing. Khong phai 1a cdu khong biét cach
tw mai nhung bay gio khong ¢6 dd mai. Néu c6 th€, cdu muén nho mot
ngwoi tho rén lanh nghé stra chira nd.

Ca nhém quyét dinh goi viing bun Iy nwdc dong, noi ¢6 ra't nhiéu thi
hai dang ngt yén nay 1a PAm Ty T& Thi. Tuy van c¢6 kha ning kié€m thém
dwoc nhitng dong xu den cung vii khi @ Pam Tay T Thi nay, nhung day
ciing 12 dja ban sinh séng ciia loai sinh vat nguy hi€ém nhw quéi thd bdn mét
no. Bit budc phai hét sitc can than trong lic tié€n hanh cdng viéc. HE mat
canh gidc la s€ bi xoi ngay, can phai y thirc nhw vay.

Dang nao thi tui Haruhiro ciling di c6 trong tay mot dong xu den 1én
voi ba d6ng nhd, cho nén ca bon quyét dinh quay vé Lang Gi€ng. Ngoai



viéc Dam Tay Tw Thi ra't lanh, toan than ca bon déu dinh day bun va rét
budt dén tan xwong. Ai cling mong dwge swdi Am bén bép Itra hoac cdi gi
doé twong ty, va con mudn deoc dn udng nwra.

Twng dda mot trong nhém Haruhiro che mit lai r'éi bang qua cau. Khi
dat chan vao Lang Giéng, ca bon cam thdy nhe nhdom tw tdn ddy 1ong. Thé
nhung, quang canh dam dam cda ngdi lang va sy ki qudi cua nhirng cw dan
bat dong ngdn ngtr khi€n tdm trang cda tyi ciu tre nén fu xiu, gan nhw
ciing ldc v&i cdm gidc yén tAm ngén ngui.

Dui thé nao thi vdn con vo van chwong ngai. Chc“;ng biét sau nay cd
nhom co thé ddm bdo dwgc nhu cdu dn mdc o khong? Bon minh co thé
song sot & ddy khong nhi? Liéu co thé’ song sung tiic dang hoang dwwgc hay
khong? Khong phdi la minh muén & lai thé gioi nay ddu nhé. Minh mudn
vé Grimgar co. Co cdch nao dé’tro vé khong nhi? Néu khong co... Néu nhw
cd doi nay khong thé quay vé thi biét phdi lam sao? Nén lam gi moi
dwoc...?

“0...” Ranta chi tay vé phia 10 rén. “Nhin kia. C6 ai... & d6 thi phai?”

Nguwoi tho rén vé&i nia than trén d'6 so va trong méit dd nhu mdu dang
nén bua “keng, keng”.

Trudc 10 rén ¢ mot bong nguwori.

“Ai d6 sao...” Kuzaku khé lic dau. “... U thi, ding 13 ai d6, nhung
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ma...

Mot vi khach ching? C6 thé hin 1a cw dan cta Lang Giéng nhung
Haruhiro khdng nhé da ting trong thay hin. Ki hinh dj twdng nhw hin thi
c6 1€ chi can nhin mdt Tan la da khdng theé nao quén.

Hin rd't cao, it nha't ciing phai g&'p ddi Haruhiro. V&i vé ngoai kia thi c6
the goi 12 gi dwoe nhi? Pung rdi, chinh 14 bu nhin. Hin rat gidng mot con
bl nhin. Hin 1ic Iw chuyén ddng, thinh thodng lai khom lung, néu khong
thay bd dang luc loi cdc sdn pham dwoe bay trong 10 rén cta hén... néi cich
khac 1a néu hin chi ding yén thi c6 1€ Haruhiro da nghi, “0 kia, sao lai c6
mot con bl nhin & chd dé nhi?”

DPurong nhién bl nhin s& khdng ctr dong nén hin khong phai bl nhin.
Hon nita, thi# dd c6 canh tay dai va manh khanh. O’ dau cdnh tay c6 ban tay
v&i hon mudi ngén tay trong nhw dy kém. Han mic phuc trang nom gidng
40 muwa phi kin dau. C6 vé hin con deo cd miit na.



“La mot khach hang chang?” Yume thi tham.

“... Khdch hang...” Shihoru 1ip lai rdi run bin nguoi 1én. “... Hin dang
kéo I¢, céi gi d6...7”

“Xac chét a...?”” Merry up tay 1€n mieng.

Haruhiro thé hét ra. Binh tinh di. Dwoc. Minh phdi binh tinh. Phdi gi
cdi ddu lanh. Khong sao hét. Trong Lang Giéng la khu vwc an toan... chw
nhi? Minh nght thé? Ké cd khi cham trdn mét sinh vdt ddng s¢r, chi cin
niém no chao hoi hodc lo tit no di la sé khong co chuyén gi xdy ra... phdi
khong? Hay l1a Haruhiro da ty y gid dinh moi chuyén la nhw vay? Sy that c6
the hoan toan khac? Pai khai 1a ciu ¢6 can c gi d€ ma nghi nhw viy nhi?
Xem ra la khong c6 roi...

X4c chét? Pung nhw 161 Merry néi, ¢6 1& 1a mét cdi xdc. Ong Bt Nhin
(tén tam dit) dang bwdc di va 16i xXénh xéch thir ma Haruhiro chi ¢6 th€
dodn la xac cua mot loai sinh vat hinh ngwoi. Thém ntra, chaalng phai n€u
nhin ki s& tha'y hin con vdc trén vai phai cdi gi d6 giong hét xdc chét cla
thd rieng sao?

Ong Bu Nhin bat ngd cdm 1én mét thanh dao to dai roi quay mit vé
phia gi tho rén va néi: “U naa?” Ma khong, b&i d6 1a mot cha't giong khan
dac rat khé nghe, nén Haruhiro chfmg tw tin vé viéc hin c6 that sy néi “u
naa” hay khong ntra, nhwng cdu nghe thd’y phat am giéng nhw vay.

Ga the rén ngung dap bia, gio ba ngdn, roi toi tdm ngén cda ban tay
trai va dap: “Son zaa.”

Phai. Ban tay cta ga thg rén khong ¢ ndm ngén, ma la tim ngon.

“Ouun daa.” Ong Bu Nhin vira néi vira 1ic dau lia lia.

“Boona dee.” Ga tho ren dép lai.

“Giiha.” Ong B Nhin dt thanh dao to dai vé chd cii roi néi thém. “Zee

29

naa.

Ga tho rén phay tay trdi td ra khong hai long chuyén gi dé roi lai bét
dau vung bia. C6 1& Ong Bt Nhin mudn mua thanh dao kia nhung cd hai
khong thod thudn dwoc vé mit gid ca hay gi d6. Ong Bt Nhin bén r&i khoi
10 rén, ti€n veé phia tiém thyc pham.

“U naa?” Yume dang deo chié€c mat na khi khé nghiéng dau. “Tw dé c6
nghia la ‘gid bao nhiéu’ phai khong ta?”



“Cdi @6 man hinh phing dirng c6 ma gié trd cwdp nhitng 151 toi djnh
noi nha!”

“Pwng ¢6 néi man hinh pheamg! b0 ngdc Ranta!”

“... Néu ding 1a nhw thé,” Shihoru khé gat d4u, ... thi c6 1& s&€ dé mua
sim hon ...?”
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“U naa.” Merry lap lai vai an. “C¢é vé dang d¢€ thw da'y.

“... Hay phét.” Kuzaku lam bam.

Haruhiro thdm d'6ng y trong long. Dung la hay thdt. Cdu “u naa” cua
Merry moi ddng yéu lam sao. Um. Thé thi lam sao hd? Minh ciing muon
ngirng cdi viéc nhay cdm véi nhat cir nhdt dong ciia Merry ldm chie. Chang
hay ho gi cd. Khong tot chiit nao.

C6 vé nhr Ong Bt Nhin vira mua mot sud't ham con tring ti cira hang
thuc pham. Hén dwa bat 1én miéng roi hip ung we. Hin udng mot hoi hét
phéan nwde r'oi nhai phian cdi rau rau.

“Chéc doi ngwoi kia di khdi da nhi, roi ching ta s& thir nghiém vai thi.
Chtr to cr thdy so sor ki€u gi dYy...”



-
5. Nhin dau ciing thay khé khan

«
naa?™ A4l nay co gia bao nhiéu?”

“Faa noo” = “Xin chao” / “Zee naa” = “Tam biét”

A=1/Mu=2/Son=3/Jo=4/Doo=5/Kua=6/Shi=7/Zaa=8/
Zama=9/Zamu=10/Zan=11/Zaji =12

Cha yéu la Yume va Ranta da goi chuyén nay chuyén no voi ga the rén
va Chu tiém Cua By cia tiém thyc pham, gitp ca bon c6 thé chic chin vé
do6 chinh xdc ctia nhirng ttr nay.

Céc con s& & ddy hoi ling nhing. Tui Haruhiro dang quen diing hé d&€m
thap phan. Pay c6 1€ 1a cach d&€m dya trén s6 ngon tay cda loai ngwoi. Tuy
nhién cw dian Lang Giéng lai ¢6 s& ngdn tay khic nhau. B&i vay, dwong
nhw nhitng ngwoi ¢6 tdm ngén tay trén mdt ban tay sé dung hé d&€m dén
tdm, con nhirng ngwoi ¢ tong s6 ngdn trén hai ban tay 1a mwoi hai s€ st
dung hé d¢m muoi hai. Khi ban chi tay vao d6 vat va héi “U naa?”, chu
ctra hang s€ gio’ ngdn tay 1én d€ cho ban biét gid tién, tuy nhién, n€u khong
nim trede dwoc sd ngon tay clia chll tiém thi ra't d& dan t&i hi€u fam.

Pong xu den c6 ba loai 1a 1on/ viea/ nhd. BDong xu den ma nhom
Haruhiro coi la to thyc ra chi 1a dong co vira, dong co nho thi bé hon mot
xfu. Chad tiém Cua By cda tiém thyc pham t6t bung t&i mirc dwa cho ca
nhém xem d6ng xu c& 1'n. N6 to hon ddng xu c¢& vira khoang hai ni'c, day
va ¢6 nhirng dwong vién mau bac.

Pong xu c& 1on duge goi 1a rou, ddng xu ¢ vira 1a ruma, con ¢6ng xu
co’ nho goi la wen.

Gia tri clia d6ng rou kha 1on nén giao dich thong thwong ludén dwoc
thic hién voi d6ng ruma va wen. Vay thi, mét ruma teong dwong voi bao
nhiéu wen? Pay lai 12 mot van dé ric r6i vi dwong nhw khong cé6 mot
thwdre do cd dinh. D€ giai thich mot cach cu the thi & tiém rén va hang an, 8
wen = 1 ruma. Tuy nhién, & ctra hang quan 4o va tdi xach thi 12 wen = 1



ruma, con ¢ ctra hang mat na thi 5 wen = 1 ruma. Tom lai, tuy ctra hang,
hodc nén néi 1a tuy ngwoi, con sd s€ ¢o sw sai khac.

Nhw vay, khi cha tiém rén néi “son zaa” tirc 1a 3 va 8 r'oi gior Ian lwot
ba ngén va tdm ngdn, la d€’ the¢ hién 3 x 8 = 24 wen = 3 ruma.

Treong hop ctra hang quéan do va tdi xach néi “jo zaji” tkec 1a 4 va 12,
gio bon ngodn tay triedc r'oi gior ca hai ban tay mwoi hai ngén nghia la 4 x
12 =48 wen = 4 ruma.

Lic nay phat sinh m6t tinh hudng bi an, dé 1a gia tri cia bon ruma khi
dwoe quy doi sang wen lai gdp d6i ba ruma. Nhung cé vé day la diéu rat
ddi binh thwong & Lang Giéng.

Pong xu den di vat ctia cdi xdc cung dong xu den bon Haruhiro tim
thd’y & bai song déu la co vira. Chad tiém Cua By cta tiém an quy dinh gia
tién cling kha qua loa, cr trd mot ruma la s€ cho sau dira an no cang bung.
Con vé nuoc & giéng, k€ tir sau khi dwra mot ruma ban dau, ca bon khong bi
yéu cAu phai trd tién thém. Xem ra da’y khong phai khoan phi cho mdi Tan
uéng nwdec ma Ia hinh thirc trd tién d€ dwoee cong nhan quyén st dung
chi€’c gi€ng nay.

Haruhiro ddc hét can ddm ra d€ nho gi tho rén mai thanh gwom ngin
va ong ta da dinh gid cho viéc d6 1a ba wen. Ranta ¢ gdng mic ca bing
ngdn ngtr hinh the nhwng vo ich. Cyc chéng da, cau quyét dinh trd ba wen
d€ mai thanh gwom, ba't chdp sy phan doi kich liét cia Ranta. Tai thoi
di€m nay, tOng tai san cda tui Haruhiro chi con ding mot ruma, vira da mot
bira &n cho tA't cd moi ngudi. Haruhiro c& gang thuwong lwong véi Cha tiém
Cua By cia tiém thyc pham d€ mua lwong t6i da thiee dn (ngoai trir mén bo
hAm) nidm trong kha ning chi trd. Sau d6, ca bon d4nh chén t&i khi no cing.
Viéc stra chira thanh gwom ngin da két thiic trong khodng thdi gian d6.
Thanh qué rd't &n twong, nhwng man dém cling thwra co budng xudng va
canh cong da dong lai r6i. Mot khi cong da dong thi khong ai ¢6 the ra
ngoai tree khi cdng pha no.

Vi khong ai thich thd chuyén ngl va vat cho troi sang nén ca bon quyét
dinh di 1ong vong quanh Lang Giéng. Nhan tién, Ong Bi Nhin vin chuwa roi
khéi lang ma dang nim g4n chd Thdp canh A.

Ngoai trir 10 rén, hang quén do va tdi xdach, hang mét na, tiém thyc
pham, quiy tap hod nim hwdng mit ra quang tredng c6 cdi giéng thi trong



lang c6 chin ngdi nha. Ngdi nha to nha't ndm phia bén kia quing treong. N6
duwoc xdy bing dd x&p chong 1én nhau va ¢ ctra s kinh mo. Anh sdng le
16i qua 6 ctra sO cho biét ¢6 ngwoi séng & d6 nhung ca bon khong ¢6 y dinh
ghé tham.

Trong s& nhitng ngdi nha con lai thi ¢6 bdn cin ndim & hwdng Bic, phia
bén trdi quang tredng va bdn cin nira nim & huéng Nam, phia bén phai
quang treong. Chat liéu twong cla cdc ngdi nha déu 1a gb hodc dat, mai
lop van hodc rom. N&u la mot tip [€u dung coc tryc ti€p 1€n nén da't nhuw
th&” thi mién 13 c¢6 nguyén liéu, bon Haruhiro ciing c6 th& bét chuwdc lam
theo.

Ca nhém da lwét ngang vai cwe dan. Mot s6” mang hinh nguoi, mot s&
thi khong, nhung tat ca bon ho déu che mit. Tuy da tht chio hdi bang ciu
“Faa noo” nhung bon ciu vin bj ho “bo dep”.

C6 mot cau tau dwore deng & bai song bén trong con hao. Tuy nhién, né
da bi 120 hoa kha kha va muyc nit mot phan. Chgng thd’y bong dang con
thuyén nao ca.

Chéng phai néu 1a khic song bén trong Lang Giéng thi ¢6 thé an toan
tdm rtta w? Khong phdi Haruhiro chwa tirng nghi t&i diéu ndy nhung tu tién
dao ho' thi ching biét c6 6n khong nira. DU gi, nhém Haruhiro ciing chi 1a
ngwoi ngoai m&i tdi. Bon cdu khdng mudn gy chuyén va lam mat long
ngudi dan dia phuwong. N&u c6 thit, cd nhém ciing dong ¥ rang sé chi thix
sau khi nim bét dwoc tinh hinh thém chiit nira.

DPo6i Haruhiro quyét dinh nghi qua dém & mot bai da't trdng khong nha
d€khong gay phién phirc cho cw dian ban dia. K€ ra hoii lanh, nhwng chi cén
quan ma’y thir dai loai nhw do choang vao thi cling khong dén ndi khong
ngt dworc. Tui con gdi ric vao nhau cho @&m. Thanh that ma néi, Haruhiro
hoi ghen ti, nhuwng cdi viéc may thang con trai dinh chit 14y nhau khong
phéi chuyén dua. Tha chiu lanh ti con hon. Rdng chiu dwng nao. Trong
khodng thoi gian con nghi diwgc nhw thé, minh sé nhdn nhin dé’ vweot qua
thir thdach nay.

Chaalng may chdc, Ranta d3 bit dau ngdy. Tui con géi van dang thi thim
to nhé. Nhin cdi cach Kuzaku tr¢ minh li€n tuc thi hinh nhw cdu &y khong
ngu dwgrc. Pwong nhién la vy roi. Chi c6 Ranta 1a 6 quai di.



Haruhiro may Tan dinh quay sang bit chuyén vé&i Kuzaku nhung roi lai
thoi. Chglng bao 1au sau, khi tyi con géi tr¢ nén yén lang, Kuzaku cling thoi
tré minh.

Ngii di, ngii di, nhdm mdt ngii nao! Cang c& ging ép budc chinh minh,
Haruhiro cang tha’y con buon ngu tréi di dau mat. Ciu chi bi€t nghi linh
tinh va cdm tha’y u udt trede tinh canh vo vong cuc ki dp lwc nay. Cw thé
thi khong on. Phdi dwa ra lwa chon gitta nhitng diéu nén va khong nén
nght ngoi. Viéc can suy nght bdy gior la nhin nhdn lai ngay hom nay ciia cd
doi, tw do rit ra nhieng diem phdi lwu y sau nay. Va ngay mai. Chi nght vé
nhitng viéc ngay mai sé lam théi! Cho dén mai théi. Con tw do tro di thi tot
nhat nén quén bang sach. Cé nghi ciing chc%ng biét dworc gi diu ma. Ma
khong, minh khong dén ndi khong biét chuyén gi. Ai roi ciing chét. Chi c6
diéu nay la chdc nhw cua gach. Ai ciing phdi chét, bat ké’la bing cdch nao.
Néu thé, phdi chdng du lam gi ciing la vo nghia? Bdn thdn sé chét, du som
hay muon. Cdc dong doi ciing sé chét. Khong biét minh sé chét nhw thé nao
nhi? Cé dau don khong? Co ddng s¢ khong? ... Manato. Moguzou. Khodnh
khdc liic chét, né nhw thé’ nao vay? Minh liéu cé nght rang, “Khong, diing
la minh vdn chwa mudn chét,” hay khong? Minh liéu c6 ra di trong thanh
than? Néu phdi chét bdy gio, minh nhdt dinh sé con nhiéu diéu lwu luyén.
Minh van chwa mudn chét. Minh ciing khong mudn nhin thdy khuon mdt khi
lia doi cua bat ki ai. Minh khong nén nghi vé chuyén nay. No qud kinh
khiing. Hom qua, roi hom nay, tui minh da lam nhitng gi nhi? Ngay mai thi
lam gi? Néu chi tdp trung nght toi nhirng diéu do thi thoi gian sé troi qua
mau thoi...

céu hinh nhw ciing da thire gidc.

Yume vtra dui mét vira néi: “... T nita thi rung tim mat.”

“Ti€ng ga gdy... ding khong nhi...” Shihoru xoa nguec.

“Giat hét ca minh...” Merry thi tham.

“Uruure...!” Ranta vieon vai. “Man thiee diy sang khodi d6!”

“..O'dau vay nhi?” Kuzaku 1dm bam. Chiju thoi.

Quan sat mot h'6i, ca bon phat hién ra trén thanh xa c& dinh rong roc
treo gau cua cdi gi€ng cé mdt sinh vat trong gidng con ga mau nau... nhung



khong phai ga dau nhi, vi né to 16n qua.
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“Boeéeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee...!

Ti€ng kéu rung ron ¢6 vé la do sinh vat d6 phat ra. Mot cach bao thie té
nha't qua dat.

“Qi, toan than & am...” Kuzaku ldc 14c vai va d'm vao héng minh.

“... ffm, hom nay lai cling c& ging nhé.” Bj thdi thiic b&i tinh than trach
nhiém, Haruhiro tht 1én ti€ng khich 1€ moi ngwoi nhung giong ciu nghe
that 1a yéu ot.

“Chung ta con cheamg cé bira sang ma an!” Ranta cwoi khiing khuc.

“Th& cang tdt.” Yume ph'dong ma néi ding sau 1&p mit na. “Ci¢ nghi
chuyén nay la an kiéng giam can thoi.”

“Céi loai nguc 1€p nhw ba ma con giam thit thi phai lam sao ha?”

“Nguc cia Yume khong thay doi dén thé” dau!”

“Né&u thé thi d€ t6i sor thir phat! Toi s€ xac nhéan gidp ba!”

“... Nhw thé khong phai tree di€n qua a? Yéu cau roi doi hoi no kia...”
Kuzaku té ra ma't cam tinh.

“Tao dang ch€t vi them khat roi1 nay!” Ranta rdng vao mdt Kuzaku.
“Bay gio’ thi nguwe 1ép hay gi cling dwgc, tao mudn bop...! Nguy hi€m rinh
rdp cang lam tang cao sy thoi thic vé mat sinh 1i cia tao hon bao gio hét!
doi...!”

“Ga nay nguy hiém qud..” Haruhiro bit dau thdy s¢ loai trai nhw
Ranta.

“... Cau chét di thi hon...” Shihoru néi. It nhat mot nira trong d6 la
nghiém tuc.

“Vi la sang s&'m sao...?”” Phat ngdn cia Merry hoi khoé hieu. C6 1€ ¢b Ay
van con ngdi ngu.

“Ranta,” Yume 1 lai trong khi vin ngdi nguyén trén mit dat, “ding
ghét kinh khing.”

D6 14 cdch néi chira duyng sic thai cta sw that, cho nén, ngay ca mot thir
rac rwdi (chét ti€t) ¢6 1€ cling phai chiu doi chit ton thwong. Ranta lam
dong tic nhw th€ dat mot thir gi d6 vao khong khi. “... Thoi, tam bd qua
maYy tro dua kieu d6.”



“... B0 danh tro'ng lang 1a xong ha?” Shihoru van khong tha.

“PE€ cho t6i danh tr6ng lang di ma! Hay nghi cho t6i va d€ toi 1ap li€m
no6 di!”

“Sao bon tao phai nghi cho may...” Haruhiro thé dai thwon thwot.
“Nhwng ma, khong cé bira sang thi cling mét nhi. Hom nay ching ta phai
ki€m dwgrc it nha't ba ruma d€ chuyén nhw thé nay khong ldp lai ntra.”

“Puwge r'oi, Parupiro. May the giai thich cu th€ xem ching ta s€ ki€m
tién bang cdch nao d€ chuyén nhw thé nay khong 1dp lai nita di. Tao dang
cang tai nghe day nay. May nén bi€t on vi di€u d6.”

Thuc ra k& hoach cua Haruhiro cling cheamg xua't ching gi. Ca nhom s€
tim thém & Pam Tay Tk Thi cac ddng xu den va nhirng thir ¢6 thé ban 187y
tién. Pong thoi can canh gidc cao d v&i quai thd nhw ki€u con quai vat
bon mét. Hét.

Mic cho Ranta gao thét phan ddi kich liét ring, “K& hoach gi ma chan
chét di dwoc!”, cac dong ddi khac déu tan thanh y ki€n cta Haruhiro. Ca
bon roi Lang Giéng va hwdng téi Pam Ty T Thi.

Canh gidc 12 mdt chuyén, nhung néu con quai bon mét lai xua't hién thi
cu th€ phai 1am gi diy nhi? C6 1€ vin con nhirng mdi de doa khdc ngoai né
ra ma bon cdu chwa bi€t dé€n. C6 &ng pho noi khong ddy? C6 hang ta 1i do
d¢€ lo 1ing nhung & thoi diém hién tai, ddy 1a cach kié€m tién chic dn nha't
roi. Budc phai ti€n hanh thoi.

Trong ngay hom d6, ca nhém da ki€m dwgc mot dong xu ¢ vira = 1
ruma, ndm dong c¢& nhd = 5 wen, ngoai ra 12 mot thanh ki€m van chwa gi
va mot mili gido. May mén thay, con qudi bdn mét khong xua't hién.

Khi ca nhém quay vé Lang Gi€ng va mang thanh ki€m, miii gido cung
nhitng chién lori pham ctia ngdy hdm qua nhw thanh gwom ngén ctia Yume
va thanh ki€m ctia Kuzaku toi 10 rén, ga thg rén gio’ 1én bdn ngén tay. Co
vé ong ta s& mua hét v&i gid bdn wen. Chic may tht nay dwoc dinh gid
nhw st vun, don gidn 12 mdi cdi mot wen, nén tong tién bon cdi 1a bdon
wen.

Tui Haruhiro th@y hoi ban khodn mot chit, nhueng ga thg ren trong
khong gidng ki€u ngwoi s€ chap nhan chuyén mic ca, va mang nhirng vl
khi khong dung dén bén minh chi t6 vedng viu ma théi. Ca nhém quyét
dinh ban hé&t va nhan vé bon wen, tong tai san lic nay la mot ruma va chin



wen. Vi tiém thwc pham tinh gid 8 wen = 1 ruma cho suit an cia sdu nguoi
nén sd tién d6 dang gid hon hai phian an. Bon minh sé co6 thé’ diung noé mua
bita t6i trwoc khi di ngu va ddnh chén bita sdng vao ngay hém sau!

Ca bon ¢6 dwoe tAm trang kha t6t khi di ki€m tién v&i cdi bung no
cing. Céi bung rong qua nhién khién tinh thAn tré nén birc boi. Tui
Haruhiro bdo nhau hdm nay phai rang ki€m dwgrc nhi€éu hon hdm qua. Muc
tieu la ba ruma.

Thit ddng lo ngai 12 quai vat bdn mét, nhung tyi Haruhiro khong cidm
tha’y sy hién dién cia né & gan d6. Yume, Merry, roi d&€n Haruhiro Tan lwot
tim dwgc mot dong xu co vura, hai dong xu ¢ nhd cung hai thanh gwom.
Moi thir déu dién ra sudn sé.

“H?” Ranta rit 1én mot vat gi d6 dai dai tw trong viing nwde. “Céi gi
day?”

“Oéééé!” Yume nhay lui lai. “N6 ngoe nguay kia!”

“Oi &1 6i!? Pung, ding 13, né dang ctt ddng nay!?” Ranta dinh ném né
di. Tuy nhién, tht d6 quan chdt vao canh tay phai cua Ranta khong roi.
“C...C...C...C4i gi th&¢!? R...R...R...Rdn a...!1?”

“A..”” Kuzaku dwa mét nhin xudng nta than dwdi cia minh. “C... Ca
chan to cling...”

Nhin thi thdy chéin trdi cia Kuzaku qua thwc dang bj mdt thir dai
ngoang quin chit. R&n? Phai khong nhi? C6é nguy hi€m khong? C6 doc
khong? Vu d6 thi ai ma biét co’ chi?

“D... Ping ctr dong Kuzaku. Ma khoan, hay 1a nén ctt dong thi t6t hon
nhi...?”

“... Vay y cdu la nén hay khong nén?” Kuzaku hoi.

“Gro660660600600000006060!” Ranta mdm mdi mim loii tinh hat
cdi thit trong nhw con rin kia di nhung hoan toan khong #n thua. “Céi qudi
g1 day cdi quai gi day cai quai gi day! S¢’ qué, s¢r qua, so qua!”

“...Ha..” Toan than Shihoru ctng d&. “... O, &, & ddy... phia, phia, phia
dwdi... hinh nhw... nhiéu, nhiéu, nhiéu 14m...”

“E...” Merry nhic doan treeong 18n ¢6 vé ning né. Thé 12 sao nhi?

Céi thit trong nhu rén ciing dang quan 14y ciy doan truong.



“Bbbbbbinh tinh da nao.” Haruhiro hit mot hoi that sau. “Kh... Kh...
Kh... Khong phdi 1a n6 dang tdn cong tui minh ma. Cé vé la khong tamn
cong dau. Khong sao dau. Nha't dinh. Treéc mét. C6, c6 18 the".”

(... Ki hi...) Zodiakun m&i ndly chic chin vin bdm sat bén canh Ranta,
vay ma ch?ing hiéu sao gio dd & tudt phia dang xa. (... K& tin twdng... khi
chaalng c6 s bao dam nao... that ding la d6 ngu ngdc... Ki hi hi...)

“Zodiakun dinh bd roi tao d6 ha!? Nhat dinh 1a khong on roi...!” Ranta
cd g& cdi thi tira twa con rin kia di bang tay trdi, nhung trong chéng co vé
gi 1a cau ta ¢6 th€ g& bd nd thanh cong. “Gu g gw gwr g g g gu gu...!
C...C...C...Curu 61, ai d6 ctru toi di chir 1o dan kiaaaaaa...!”

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

D cd Ay da lam d&n mic d6 thi cdi thit gidng con ridn kia vin bam chic
nhu keo.

“U0606060060606060606060606 0606 06.” Kuzaku thi 1do ddo. O kia, o kia, o
kia? Khong phdi chi co chdn trdi dau nhé? Chan phdi cdu dy ciing co cdi
thi tiva tiea rin d6? Cuy thé hon, ¢é hai toi ba con dang trwon 1én bdm vao
hai chan Kuzaku hong troi chdt cdu dy lai day phong?

“... O... Ohm, rel, ekt, del, brem, darsh...” Shihoru bao boc nguyén t&
bong t6i quanh co’ th€ minh v&i chi€éu Armor Shadow [Gidp bong t6i]. P6
co I€ 1a mot quy€t dinh binh tinh va chinh xac. Tuy th€’, n61 mdt cach chan
thanh, Haruhiro cling vAn nghi bung riang, “O’ nay gwom di, thé 14 sao ha?”

“Ha... Haru 01!?” Yume cudng quyt quay mat v€ phia Haruhiro. Khong,
hoi tor de’ma lam gi.

... Nhung cau khong th€ néi nhw th€” dwore. Haruhiro 1a tha Iinh kia ma.
Diing. Minh la thi linh. Nhwng ké’cd co la thu linh di chdng nita thi diéu gi
bat khd thi vdn sé bat khd thi, diéu gi khong biét vdn cwe la khong biét? Noi
vdy chir néu minh khong lam gi do thi hién nhién moi chuyén chi co té di
thoi?

“Tr... Trude tién! Ra khéi ving nwde dong! O day khé xoay x& 1m...!"

Yume cung Shihoru vung chay, Ranta va Merry n6i gét theo sau, ké thi
vung tay nguoi thi vung cdy dodn treong loan xa. Haruhiro kéo tay Kuzaku
ma chay. Chay dwoc nira chirng, Ranta d6t nhién hét “4!” mot ti€ng. C6 vé
con rdn di cin vao dau d6 trén ngudi ciu ta.

“Co... Co sao khong Ranta!?”



“P6 ngu! Brong nhién 1a c6 sao roi! Chét di! Khon ki€p, dau qua...!”

CAu ta con du stec d€ gao rd va van c dong dwoc co th€ nén ¢ 1€
khong sao.

Chaalng bi¢t nhw th& nay cé dwoc goi 14 may mén trong con hoan nan
hay khong, nhwng ngay khi cd bon ra khéi Bam Tay Tw Thi, cdi ddm gidng
rin kia cling ty roi di. Tuy nhién, cd doi chi nhe nhém dworc trong chdc 14t,
b&i ngay sau d6, Ranta ngd vat ra va bit dau co giat.

“Ranta!?” Yume c&i bd mii sit cia Ranta ra. ... Hyaaa...!?”

Nhin mot phat da thdy nguy to. Ranta dang sti ca dong bot mép. La
doc. Nha't dinh 13 doc tir loai nhin gidng rén kia.

Mic dit Merry da st dung Purify [Anh sdng thanh tay] d€ gidi doc ngay
lap tirc, nhung sau d6, Ranta van ctt ndm thuwot ra.

“...Uwww... Khong ngo tao ma lai suyt chét thé nay, khomn kiép...”

(I hi hi... Tai sao... ThAn Skullhell... khong cudm may di ludn nhi... I
hi... T hi hi hi...)

“Ne Zodiakun, nhtrng lIic nhw th€ nay nhd, ddc mom doc mi€ng nhuw
vay la khong dwoc dau! Bi€t chwa!?”

_Hi€m khi nao Yume dju dang v&oi Ranta nhw thé. N6i ding hon 1a,
chang biét tai sao chuyén thanh ra nhw vay, nhung Yume dang d€ cho Ranta
go1 dau Ién dui c6. Mot génh tweong vO cung hi€m co, khi€n Haruhiro
chang dam tin twed'ng d6i mat cia chinh minh.

“... Co ma... cha't doc hét that chwa? Thiét tinh... T61 khé chiu mudn
chét day nay... Xin 16i Yume... Cho tdi nghi ngoi thé nay... thém mot 1at...”

“Ha? Céi d6 thi w, cling dworc thoi.”

“Khoang mot ti€ng nira...”

“Lau qua thi phai?”

“Hi€u roi, vay thi ba mwoi phit 1a dwegc...”

“Um...”

(... Gi hi... Nguoi hoan toan... mic Itra Ranta r'oi day... Gi hi hi...)

“HO6? The uv?”

“Ai, ai Itra chir. May ndi céi gi d6 Zodiakun, tao that sy that sy kho chiu
cung cuc ludn ne, b... budn non, dau dau, dau bung, dau qud la dau, khong
h€ di€u nha.”



“Nghe diéu tha’y ro6 ludn! Trong Ranta khoé thé€ kia co' ma!”

Pwong nhién l1a Ranta bi cwong ché” truc xudt khdi vi tri trong long
Yume. Chuyén do6 thi thé” nao chealng dwore, nhwng tinh hinh van rat tinh
hinh. Trong cdng cudc tim ki€m nhitng dong xu den mdt cich chic chin va
¢6 tinh dam bao tai Pam Iy Tk Thi, bon ciu da phat hién ra sy t6n tai cla
m&i hi€m hoa thit hai sau quéi thd bon mét: nhirng con vit gidng nhuw rin,
tam goi 13 rdn doc dAm T4y. Gio thi khé ma néi 1a ddm bao dworc nira.

“... Th& bay gio sao? May dinh thé nao ha, Parupiro?”

Bi Ranta hdi bing giong diéu nghe c¢6 phan ham hyc, Haruhiro suyt nira
phét khung. “May dinh thé’nao hd?” ay a? Tinh qudng hét trdch nhiém cho
tao sao? It nhdt may ciing phdi héi la, “Gio tui minh nén lam gi?” chie.
Day la lic phdi cung nhau thdo ludn va ban bac kia ma.

Nhén ldc Haruhiro liét ké mot trang nhirng 1o 1€ dung d€ miét thi va
day nghi€n Ranta trong dau, tim trang ciu cing dan diu lai. Du minh co
phdt khing roi tranh ludn voi thang rdc riedi (cin ba) (khon kiép) (ngu
dan) nay di nika thi cdi logi rdc rwdi ciing chang bao gior hoi tam chuyén ¥
dau. Tiec gidn chi t0’ mét minh. NOT cdu chi to’ thiét than.

“Hay 1a vao rirng ching han...”

Khi Haruhiro thtr dwa ra dé xua't, cd bon chip thuin ra't dé dang. Vdy la
dwoc a? Co phdi moi ngwoi chcvzng budn suy nghi gi khong thé? Haruhiro
khong khoi nghi vy, nhung c6 1€ cac dong doi cia céu cheamg 187y dau ra
strc lwc d€ ma tw duy ntra. Thyc ra, Haruhiro d6i khi ciing th&. Mot xu
hwong chaamg t6t chit nao. Tuy vay thi cling khong thé€ khong lam gi dworc.
N&u khong tim cach thi bon cdu s€ khong the sinh ton.

Trudce tién, cd nhom quyét dinh di vao ring tir quang gan ciy ciu cua
Lang Giéng. Viéc nay khé khan ngoai strc twdng twong. Nhirng than ciy
mau tring cong queo moc dan xen day dic nén chealng dé gi tim ra khe hé
vira dd cho mot ngwdi ldch qua. Ching I8 lai phai chit cay d& tién 1én a...?

“... Nhwng ma, nhin th& nay thi cé vé s€ khong c6 ma’y con thi 1on dau
nhi?” Kuzaku phat bieu mot y ki€n lac quan.

“... MaYy loai rin rét thi chic vin c6 da’y.” Shihoru chi ra mot su that
cay déing.

“Shihoru...” Haruhiro dinh néi r'6i lai lic dAu.

“...07 Sao co...7”



“Thoi, khong cé gi. Cau néi ding... C6 th€ cé rén... Tham chi 13 rin
ddc...”

“H... Hay 13 vé..?” Ranta td ra khiép so. Pang doi 1dm. Nhung
Haruhiro cling chfmg hoan nghénh gi 1ii rdn. C4u khong mudn bi cin gidng
Ranta.

“Can than nhé,” Merry nhic nhé moi nguwdi. “So Tan t& st dung dwoc
lién ti&p chiéu Purify [Anh sdng thanh tay] ciing chi bing v&i s& M4n ding
thuat Heal [Anh sdng chira 1anh] thoi day.”

“Né ne...” Yume vira néi vira chi vé huéng Tay. “Tit ding kia kia, hoi
xa mot ti, hinh nhw c6 gi phét sang d6.”

“Anh sang...” Haruhiro cing mit nhin vé huéng ddy. ... Ding that.”

Tuy cdu khong the khgng dinh d6 la cai gi, nhung qua that phia bén kia
rang ciy cé thir nao da’y tya dnh sdng... hay it ra l1a tréng c6 vé nhw vay.

“Liéu ¢6 di dwoe t&i tan d6 trede khi troi tdi khdong day...” Kuzaku
tha’p giong thi tham.

“Ciling chgng 0 khodng céch la bao xa ntra...” Ranta td ra nan chi,
chaalng gidng ciu ta binh thwong chit nao.

Nhén tién thi Zodiakun khong di vao ring cling bon cau. C6 thé né cha
dong tranh xa vi s¢ bi méc vao canh ciy hay gi d6. Khi khdng c6 Zodiakun
& canh, Ranta don gian chi 1a thi rac ruwdi.

Shihoru rut re dé nghi. “... Hay la quay vé?”

Haruhiro nhin mit Kuzaku roi t¢i Merry va Yume. Ho ching hé td th4i
do6 the hién suy nghi ctia ban than, chir drng néi d&€n chuyén d6ng tinh hay
phan ddi.

“Vay di...” Chi ¢c6 m6t ngwoi dong y voi Shihoru 1a Ranta.

Té¢ that. Bau khong khi cwc ki kho chiu. Minh mudn thay doi cdi bau
khong khi nay, nhwng nén lam gi dday. Haruhiro Chaamg cd y twdng nao.
Trwoce tién, minh can co thoi gian suy nghi...? Nhwng nght ngoi roi thi liéu
co ndy ra dwoc cdu trd loi khong nhi? Mudn co thoi gian w? Lé nao khong
phdi thé’ma minh chi mudn trén chay khoi tinh cdnh hién gio’? Khong phai
chi riéng Haruhiro ma c6 1€ moi ngwoi déu c¢6 chung tim trang. Khong
dwore roi. Thé nay thi khéng 6n. Khong dwec. Chéc chdn la khong dworc...
Thé¢'ma...



“... Tam thoi, di vé vay?”

Minh & néi mat roi. Pdng ra minh phdi thing thdn trong vai tro thii
linh. Minh biét rat ré gio la liic minh phdi trdch mdng hay dong vién dong
doi, nhwng minh khong lam dwoc. Minh diing la do bo di. Minh khong con
chiit stec lwe nao nika... Tw gio tré di, liéu bon minh co thé’ tiép tuc dwoc
nita khong?



6. Thé nao la song?

u q@ tuc dwoe hay khong, Iya chon duy nhd't cia bon c4u van 13 hanh
dong.

Ngoai mot wen da c6, tui Haruhiro dut tai thém mot ruma va hai wen
tim thdy & Pam Tay T& Thi, cOng v&i hai wen thu dwgc nho dem ban hai
thanh ki€m cho tho’ rén coi nhw ph&” li€u, tong cong 1a mdt ruma va nam
wen. Con thi€u mot chiit so v&i s6” tién hai ruma cho hai btra an, nhwng néu
bi€t cach thwong lwong dai loai nhw “khau phén it thdi cling dwgc” voi
Cha tiém Cua By & tiém thuc pham thi chic van sé& duoc thong cam. Tuy
beé ngoai la cua, nhwng dng Ay (hoac ba ay?) la ngwoi tdt. CO 1€ vay.

Vi khong biét gio gid'c & diy nén Haruhiro chi c¢6 th€ thwong xuyén
ki€m tra dwong troi phia xa, xem dnh Iva chdy dang yé&u di hay van on d€
dy dodn khi nao man dém s€ ghé tham. Ngoai ra thi wm, cdu dya vao ca
triee gidc hay dong h'6 cia da day. Khong biét ngwoi dan Lang Giéng xem
gior bing cich nao nhi? N&u bon ciu hdi, chic ho s& chi cho, nhung d6 1a
mot cAu hdi khé c6 the dién dat bang ctk chi va vén tir veng cue ki han ché’.

Mic di da dn xong, cAu van cam tha’y nhw th€ con mot 1dt nira mdi dén
t0i. Ngay cai viéc im ldng ng6i bét trén nén da't k€ ra ciling chaamg dé chiju
gi. Shihoru cé vé bi céng, Haruhiro mu6n lam gi dé cho cd, nhung cau
khong bi€t phai lam gi.

“Teén teeeen!” Yume cA't 1én mot tié€ng kéu ki cuc va dirng phét day. “Ne
ne, Yume n¢, nghi ra roi ne. N&u minh d6t Itra trai thi sao nhi?”

K& hoach ciia Yume nhw sau. B&i khu rirng dwong nhw dang cu tuyét
nhitng ké xam nhép, nén khé ma ddm d4u vao dwoc, nhwng it nhi't van c6
the nhat chiit canh kho. Ca bon s€ gom ching lai r'oi dot Itra ngay bén ngoai
Lang Gié€ng. S€ that Am 4p. Khi man dém budng xudng, ca bon khan
trwong lao vao lang 1 duge. O ngay canh lang thi chic khong nguy hiém
14m, nén c* ngd quanh d6'ng Ita ciing chaamg sao.



Tat ca nhat trf va cling bét tay vao thuc hién. Tui Haruhiro rdi lang,
gom nhat canh ciy roi & bia rieng. Yume s€ xac dinh xem ching da kho hin
chwa, nhirtng canh chwa kho nd dwoe d€ sang mot bén. Ca nhom chuan bi
dot lIra & vi tri cach cidy cau mdt doan. Ho 16t nhirng thanh cti to phia
dwdi, sau d6 x€p chdng cac canh nhd 1én trén. Lam vay thi canh to bén
dwdi s€ chay nhw than vay. Yume cham ltra rat khéo. Khong ho danh la tho
san. Sau khi nhém Ita mdt cach di€u nghé, c6 quan sat tinh hinh d€ cho
thém cui hodc thoi gitip ngon Ita chdy dwgm hon. V@i nhieng canh chwa
kho, né€u d€ gan dong Ira, nwdc cling s€ boc hoi dan va sau d6 ca bon ¢6
theé’ dung dwoc ching.

“Am qud...” Ranta ng'di co g&i, dwa hai tay ra treéc ngon Itra. “That su,
that sy &m Iudn... Nhw dwgc 1én ti€n vay a... Lira ding la tuyét ci meo...
biéu tuyét voi nhat trong lich si... Mot phwong tién dwa loai nguoi dén
van minh...”

“Nay Ranta.” Kuzaku ng6i x&p biang dwdi dat. “Cau dang khéc a?”

“Khéc cdi dau may. Nuwde mét ndy... 12 nede miii day...”

“Té ra nwdc miii chdy tr mét...” Shihoru dang xich lai qud gan ngon
Itra. “Eo 6i kinh ghé...”

“Lam loi! Khi nguoi ta dang say swa tin hwdng thi dirng c6 ném dd hoi
nghi nhu the’, @6 ngdc!”

Merry ngdi xom, dwa 1ong ban tay lai gan ngon Itta, mét nhim nghién.
P61 moi ¢d hoi tha 1ong, trong ¢ vé cye ki khoan khoai.

“Gid ma cau dwoee cd nra nhi...” Yume dang ng'6i xo¢ hai chan gap hinh
chtt W & gitra Shihoru va Merry, dam dam nhin ngon I*a ma minh da
nhém. “Tui minh ¢6 thé€ nwdng 1én r'éi an day...”

“Cau c4, a...” Tat nhién, Haruhiro cling dang ng6i tred'c d6ng lra nhw
moi ngudi. “Dudi Song Am c6 ca khong ta? Nwdc Am Am thé ma...”

“Hwm, n€u c6 thi cling cheamg 187y gi lam la.” Ranta khit mii. “C4 an thit
ngudi chang han. C6 the 1dm chi?”

“...N€u tui minh dot Itta & bai song thi sao?” Merry dot nhién cat ti€ng.
“Chaalng phai s& gitr dworc k& thu tranh xa, va ¢ the yén tAim ma tim 27"

“Khoan, vy s€ nhin thd'y nhau ma't.” Kuzaku khong bi€t vi sao lai nhin
xudng dat. “Nguy hiém 1im ding khong?”

“A.” Merry ciing cdi dau, “... phai roi...”



“Tao thi vO tw di ne.” Ranta ph'ong hai canh mii. “Nhin thdy cling cha
sao. V€ co ban, khod than la chuyén qua binh thwong. Ma sao tui by phai
lo 1ing cdi chuyén nhin thdy hay khong th&? N&u ma dwoc tim thi sao
chealng dwore. Coi d6 1a mot sy hi sinh di. Panh d6i &y. Tham chi 1a ck
dwong dwong chinh chinh ma pho ra! Toi ¢6 bi nhin cling khéng sao ca.
Nén dam cac ngwoi cling phai cho t6i nhin. Thé 1a hué con gi. Cha c6 van
dé gi hét. Coi nhw gidi quyét xong xudi. Nha? T6t! Bay gio' mau di thoi!”

“... Cau di mot minh di.” Shihoru budng mégt cau 1anh dam.

Nhung Haruhiro mudn tdm rita. Ping nhe Kuzaku néi, vi dong Ita sé
thanh ngudn chi€u sang, nén lam vay khong &n 14m, nhung chaamg phai n€u
thwe hién mot cach chu dao thi s€ dam bao dwoc an toan sao? Hodc ¢ 1€
bon cdu can phai nghi€ém tic xem xét phwong an dao mot cai hd” lam b'on
tdm & bdi song bén trong Lang Giéng. Ciing chwa chic cw dan trong lang s&
noi gian. Bi€t dau ho lai rong Iwong bd qua. Hoac ho khong quan tam ngay
te dau. Hay 1a thit xin phép Chu tiém Cua By, hodc gi thg rén, hodc tén
linh canh gi&ng? Chi c6 diéu, gidi thich vé bdn tim xem chirng khd “khé
nhin”...

Haruhiro khéng con y chi chdng lai con budn ngu dang ap dén. Cau
nam xudng va chim vio gid’c ngd. Néi bi mot con da thii tan cong thi sao?
Bao gio t&i liic d6 héng hay. Kiéu “nght ngdn” @y ching 16t ti ndo, nhwng
minh mét qud. Am oi la an. T6i xin d&y. Chi hom nay théi. Lam on, chi can
hom nay thoi...

“...10... ruhiro... Nay... Haruhiro...”

Haruhiro bj ai d6 lay va tinh gid'c. Shihoru. D6 1a Shihoru.

“Hirm...? C6 chuyén gi vay?” Haruhiro ng6i ddy, nhin vé dwong troi
ding xa. “Ua...? Chua sang a...7”

“Nhin kia.” Shihoru chi vé phia cdy cau.

“... U, 6.” Haruhiro kinh ngac tot do, k&€ ca 1a néi gidm ndi tranh.
“Gi...7”

Dé. N6 & ngay d6. Phia trwdre cau ¢6 cdi gi do.

Mot con ngya? Phai khong nhi? K€ ca la ngya thi n6 cling qua rdm 16ng
va to 1n? Sinh vat gidng ngwa d6 dang kéo mdt chiéc xe. Xe ngwa ha? Xe
ngwa th'é hang? Cai xe d6 ciling lai qua 1on. Nhirng th gi dang dwoce cha't
trong d6 vay? Ching bi che phti nén Haruhiro khéng rd.



C6 mot sinh vat hinh ngwoi dang ng'6i canh chi€c xe hang. Sinh vt nay
trong hao hao ai d6. PhAn than trén co bip khing khiép, nhung d6i chan lai
ngfn mot mau. A. Ga tho rén. Ciu tric co th€ hin gidng hét gi tho rén &
Lang Gi¢ng. Chic k& c6 vé 1a chli s& hitu ¢d xe ngra thd hang niy thudc
cliing ching toc v&i ga the rén. Ong ta d6i mi trim sup xudng che ca mit,
ngdm mot thir nhin nhw cdi 6ng va dang nha khéi. C6 vé 1a 6ng ta dang hut
thudc 14.

Ngoai Haruhiro va Shihoru, nhitng ngwoi con lai van dang ngt. Pong
Itra da tit. Trén chiéc xe ngwa ché hang c6 treo mot vat chiéu sdng na na
cai dén I'ong, nén ciing ho'i sang sta.

“... Tw Idc nao vay?” Haruhiro nhd giong hoi Shihoru.

“A, m...” Shihoru xich lai gan Haruhiro. Hinh nhw ¢ &y dang run so.
“... T& bi danh thirc b&i am thanh khi cdi xe ngwa kia lai gan... N6 di ra tw
khu rirng daYy...”

“Tw khu roeng 4? M6t cdi xe ngwa by chang nhw thé” ma cling di qua
duwoc ha?”

“Twr dang xa kia kia...” Shihoru ha't ham vé huéng TAy Béc. “Hinh nhu
¢6 167 di hay duong sd gi d6. Chiéc xe ngya tdi tir dang d6 ma...”

“O... C6 duong u? ... Ua ma, chuyén dé xay ra cach day bao lau...?”

“Té khong nho 1d... Lic ddu, t& con twdng minh mo’ thdy mot chuyén
ki quai nao d6 co’...”

“U'... Ciling phdi. T¢ hi€u ma. Ai ma nghi ty dung ¢6 mot thit nhw vay
xud't hién co’ chwe.”

“... Th& roi cdi xe dong lai chd d6. Ngwoi kia... xudng xe. Pwgc mot 14t
thi t& danh thirc Haruhiro day...”

“Khong bi€t 1a ké nao nhi?”

Chfmg bao lau sau, con ga khong I'0 trong Lang Gi€ng gdy 1én “bo6 € € &
hang, ca 1 1am "am hét cd 1€n, khi€n chu chi€c xe nhin V€ phia ca bon. Vi
vay, ta't ca dong loat ngdm miéng va tha the".

“...Ch... Chi¢n khong diy...” Ranta n6i bang mdt giong nhd xfu xiu xiu.

Ong ta nghe thay r'oi sao? Nguwdi cha chiéc xe vira dirng 1én, Ranta da
quy sup xudng. Chc%ng may co chuyén gi thi cho Ranta lam vt hién té"vdy.



Haruhiro nghi. Quyét thé’di! Pang ti€c la khong can phai lam vay. Khi tén
linh géc Théap canh C mé cOng ra, chil ¢d xe 14p tirc leo 1én chi€c xe ngya
ché hang. Con ngwa 16ng 14 lic 1ic cdi dAu roi bit dau kéo chiéc xe. N6
ti€n 1én. C6 di qua dwoe chi€c cau kia khdong nhi? Suyt soat. Khong chi bé
rong, ma ca trong lwong cling g4n dat t&i gidi han, mdi khi banh xe quay
mot vong 1a van cau lai kéu cét két ra't to. Li€u cay cau cé hong ludn khong
vay...?

Luc chi€c xe ngwa di hét cdy cau mot cach binh an v sy, Haruhiro
nhitng mu6n vo tay tdn thwdng. Mic du thwc t& cdu khong 1lam vay.

Nhom Haruhiro che mat, bAm dudi chi€c xe ngwa di vao Lang Gi€ng.
Xe dung lai tredee 10 rén. Ga the rén va 6ng chd chi€c xe néi chuyén voi
nhau mot cach than mat, c6 thé ndi la ding nhw dy doan.

“Hai thing nay 12 anh em chiing...!?” N6i xong, Ranta ty cudng lén
phan bua v&i bon Haruhiro. “T... Tdi bdo ‘hai thang nay’ 13 156i diung tr
chwa chuan day! T... Téi khong dinh an néi nhw vay dau! Néi nghe ne! Toi
ton trong ‘hai ngwoi ho’! Nghiém tdc day!”

“Ai can bi€t...” Haruhiro thé dai. “Nhwng ding 1a trong ho c6 vé 1a anh
em hay ho hang gi d6. Nhirng mén hang chi't trén xe c¢6 lién quan tdi 10 rén
chang...?”

“Ho bit dau d& hang xudng kia.” Kuzaku néi.

Khong chi ¢6 6ng chi chi€c xe do* @0, hinh nhw ga thg rén ciing gidp
mot tay. TA'm phua chiéc xe hang duwoc g& ra. Ong cha chiéc xe ngua leo
hin 1én thung xe, boc hang roi chuyén cho ga tho ren. Ga thg' ren mang
hang d&n chd madi hién 10 rén roi dit ching xudng dat.

“Nay, mady dira.” Ranta bit ngén cdi va chi vé phia 10 rén. “Nghi sao
n€u tui minh ra gidp ho? Bi€t dau sau nay can mua do gi, ho lai tao di€u
kién cho.”

“M0ot dong cor ‘trong sang’ lam sao...” Yume td ra ngan ngam, nhung vé
phian Ranta ma néi, d6 khong phai mot y ki€n toi.

“Pugre.” Haruhiro gat dau. “Gidp ho thdi. Truedc tién 13 ba thang con
trai... Nho ¢6 gi truc tréc, c¢6 khi ho s€ noi gian r'oi tan minh dén chét day.
Yume, Shihoru va Merry & lai day.”

biéu Haruhiro lo s¢’ suyt nira da thanh sy that. Ga thg rén gio’ bia 1én
doa tui Haruhiro, t3 y dudi di, nhwng Ranta quy xudng vii lay, c& ging xin



phép va giai thich trong tuyét vong, cudi cling da lam cho ga hicu ra bing
céch than ki nao d6. Du con té ra h'd nghi, nhwng ga the rén van d€ cho tui
Haruhiro phu gidp viéc do hang.

Hang trén xe la than cui. O Alterna, Haruhiro ting nghe chuyén than
cd’c hodc than cui la vat thi€t yéu v&i cong viéc cla the rén. Than cdc phai
dwore luyén tir than dd, nhung than cai thi chéng can x& 1i gi thém van cé
the’ tao ra nhiét lwgrng cao. Ngoai ra, than cui cling ¢6 thé’ dung d€' lam sach
nwoc.

Hinh nhw cha chi€c xe ngwa khong chi don thuan van chuyén ma con
lam ra than clii. Trén xe chidt ma’y cdi riu trdng bén chic chi c6 thé nghi
dén viéc dwoe dung d€ d6n cay, chirng td chu xe kiém ca nghé tiéu phu
nita. Ong ta hin 12 tho d6t than roi.

Khi d3 do hang xong, ngwdi tho' dot than bt dau gitip do viec trong 10
ren. Ngwoi thor d6t than c6 vé hao hirng, nhwng ga thor rén cau nhau da tha.
Dua vao bau khong khi nay, chic ring gi tho’ rén 13 anh, con ngudi dot
than 12 em. Ngudi em bit chude nguwedi anh mudn tré thanh tho rén nhung
tai ning khong dd, bén chuyén sang 1am nghé do't than d€ c6 thé€ hd tror anh
minh. Ma thoi, xét cho cuing day ciing chi la twdng twong ctia Haruhiro, hay
gan nhw chi 1a ao twdng.

Khong bi€t c6 phai dé tra cong cho sy gitip do hay khong nhung ga thg
ren da yéu cau tui Haruhiro cho xem vii khi, roi cing em trai sira chira
ching. Chuyén nay thit dang vui mung.

Sau d6, ga the rén rdt ra mot thanh ki€m. Mot thanh ki€m 1én nhin qua
da thay cuc ki 10ng 13y, tod 4nh sang xanh, than ki€m khéc nhitng hoa vin
phtrc tap, chudi va ddc ki€m ciing dwoc ché tac ti mi cau ki. Ga cho
Kuzaku ¢dm thit. Vira ¢cam vao, Kuzaku da kéu 1én kinh ngac. Xem ra né
kha nhe. Kuzaku thd thé, vung mét dwong ki€m, chi vay thoi ma toan than
cau da run Ién. “... Cdi nay, qua dw. Thiét tinh, qua dt lu6n. Khong dua dau.
T&i t6i con hi€u dwore. Mot thanh ki€m khong th€ tin noi...”

Ga thg rén 187y lai thanh ki€m tr Kuzaku, chia ra mot dong tién 1on,
sau d6 gior nam, roi tim ngdn tay. Phai chang ga thg’ rén mudn néi d€n bdn
muoi dong xu 1on, tirc 1a thanh ki€m nay gia b6n mwoi rou? Tam thoi
Haruhiro chwa hinh dung néi gia tri nhw vdy khoang fam nao, nhung theo
ti€u chuan & Grimgar thi tvong dwong b6n mwoi d6ng vang = bdn muoi
gold 4y ha? Pong xu 16n & day cé vé cuc ki quy bdu, nén chic phai hon



th&". Tém lai, khong nghi ngd gi, ddy 1a mot thanh ki&m dit 16i con mét. N6
hin 12 mén hang cao cdp nha't trong tiém clia ga the rén, hodc thir gi d6 gén
nhu vay.

Sau d&’y, khi tui Haruhiro dang an v&i khau phién it tai tiém thyc pham,
chiéc xe ngrra chd hang clia ngudi tho ddt than bat dau chuyén banh. Toc
do6 cda né twong dwong voi nguoi ta di bd. Nhém Haruhiro quyét dinh thi
bam theo chié€c xe ngwa. N&u nguwoi dot than td ra kho chiu, cd dam sé rut
lui, nhwng xem ra Ong ta cheamg hé de’ tam dén bon cau.

Chi€c xe ngya bang qua cau, ti€n thealng hudng Bic mot doan roi ré
sang hwong Tay. Shihoru néi ding. C6 dwong. Mot con dwong chay vao
khu rieng. Cay cdi dd bi phat di, trén mit da't con han hai vét banh xe. Banh
cta chi€c xe ngwa chéd hang hoan toan tring khép vai hai vét do.

Chiéc xe pham pham ti€n 1én. Con dwong hoi khic khuyu, nhwng vé
co’ ban la dwong théng. Haruhiro nghe th&y ti€ng chim hay ti€ng loai nao
d6. Pén nira ching, Yume nhan tha’y ring chiéc xe ngya dang phdt ra mot
am thanh ki la. O chd ghé&”1di ma nguwoi thg d6't than ngdi ¢6 treo mot vat
tra cdi chudng. N6 dang cAt 1én thit Am thanh trAm ling, ning né. Chic
phai c6 dung y gi d6. Pudi thu dir chang?

Ca nhom ra t&i mot khoang trong. C6 mot can nha tya nhw tup [€u trén
ndi. Cdi 10 ¢c6 mai & bén canh hin 1a chd d5t than. C6 ca chud ong ngya. Mot
lwong cti khong I'6 dwoc chat ddng & d6. DAy chic chén 1a chd dot than
roi.

Nguwoi thg dot than dwng xe lai, chui vao trong [éu.

Nhém Haruhiro di mot vong quanh chd ddt than, sau d6 thitr mon men
Vao rung. O khu vuc nay, ciy cdi thwa thét do da bi chat kha kha, nén di lai
ciing dé dang.

Ngoai 161 mon din vé Lang Giéng, cd bon phat hién ra con mot con
dwong nira chay theo hwdng khdc. Trén con dwdng nay ciling in hin ra't rd
da'u xe ngrra. NG dan t&i dau diy? Phai ching ngoai Lang Giéng ra van con
nhtrng ngoi lang khac?

Khi cd bon quay lai chd dot than, ngwoi tho d6t than dang ngoi hut
thudc phia trede tdp Téu. Trong c6 vé dng ta dang thw gidn. Ong ta chang
thém li€c mét vé phia tui Haruhiro.



Con ngua 16ng rim da dwoc tha ra, gior dang gam cd. Bi cap vo d6 da
phai chic s& chét ngay titc khic. Gid sit bj cdi dudi kia quat tring thi cling
khong th€ nao binh an v sw. Tot nha't khong nén ba't can ma lai gan nd
lam gi.

“... Th& gidi lai rong ra, thém mot chiit réi... nhi?” Shihoru néi.

“Piing.” Kuzaku d'6ng tinh bing mot cau ngéin gon.

“Tiéc la khong ra tién th6i.” Ranta ng'6i xom, bt ma’y cong cd va vo
nét chiing gitta nhitng ngén tay. “A, néi méi nhé, toéi quén goi Zodiakun ra
roi. Ma thoi...”

“Khéng chi ¢6 tién dau.” Yume u ril. “... D6i bung ntra ne.”

.. V€ khong?” Merry e dé d€ nghi. Mot chi€c phao clru smh Céa nhém
da ham hé t&i day, vay cling chang sao, nhung that khé néi rang chuyén di
nay thu hoach dwgc nhi€u. Haruhiro khdng mu6n bdo la ca bon chang thu
dwoc céi gi, nhung thye t& cling gan nhw thé. Cau khdong muén ra vé vaoi
hai ban tay tring. Th& nhung, n&u khong vé thi biét lam gi bay gio™?

“Vé thoi!” Haruhiro thir tuyén bd mot cau chic nich, nhung bau khong
khi lai tré trén khé xi& la thwong, khién ciu phdi thém mot doan “... nhi?”
cho do nguong.

Mat mat qud... Thwe sw mdt mat ldm luén. T trwcc minh cing chéng
bdnh bao gi roi, nhwng ldn nay co cdm gidc cwe ki i t¢. Néu la Manato,
han cdu ay sé leo ldi moi chuyén dwoc tron tru va khon ngoan hon. Néu la
Tokimune, hdn anh &y sé 16i kéo moi ngwoi véi sw nhiét finh va vui vé...
Th& con Haruhiro? Cau chi c6 th€ lam theo cach cta riéng minh. Nhwng
“cdch cua riéng minh” cu thé’ la sao? Tom lai la phwong phdp gi? Minh
phdi lam gi chir?

Khi roi vao tinh canh éo le nhwong nay, nhirng khi€m khuyét cda
Haruhiro cang 16 rd. Chiing ¢ chinh inh ra d6, nén chinh Haruhiro cling
cam tha'y tuyét vong vé ban than va ching biét phai 1am gi.

Cau mudn dwoc dwa dAm vao ai d6. Tha thi€t ludn. Cau khong dwoc
phép ri bd trach nhiém. Biét thi bi€t vy, nhung ciu that long muén vit
quach di. Vit bd ta't ca va chay trom.

DPoi Haruhiro Tan theo con dwong trong khu rieng, hwdng vEé phia Lang
Giéng. Gio’ nén lam gi nhi? Phai chd y dén cai gi? Phai thyc hién viéc gi?
Haruhiro can suy nghi vé nhirng diéu d6. Pung th&, nhung bay gio dau 6¢



cau dang bi chi phdi boi ndi ba't man, bat binh, Am tc, lo lﬁng, sor hai va ca
tuyét vong.

Néu minh mo long, tdm sw voi cdc cdu &y ma khong gidu giéin gi thi
sao? Vi du nhw la: Hién tor dang cdm thdy nhw vdy day, mdc du to la thu
linh nhwng to khong lam tron vai tro, xin 16i cdc cdu nhiéu. Néu lam thé, c6
lé minh sé nhe nhom hon. Chi Haruhiro nhe nhdm thdi. Con cac dong doi
clia ciu s& nghi gi? Chdc chdn Ranta sé ndi khiing. Minh ciing chdng quan
tam toi cdi ngit nhw Ranta. Nhom con gdi liéu co thong cdm voii minh
khong? Minh mudn dwoc cdm thong ldm chik. Minh mudn dwoc doi xiv
ngot ngao. Mudn dwoe gidi phong khdi cdm gidc cing thang va ning né
nay.

L&1 mon ra't rong rii, dé di, nhwng gan nhw 67 mit, vi thé, Yume ¢Am
theo chi€c den I'6ng. Haruhiro ngoai lai nhin khuén mdt Yume, sau dé nhin
sang mot vi tri nhdt dinh trén co’ the Shihoru dang di bén canh. Cau quay
mat di ngay 14p tiec... Té thdt. Minh vira nghi dén mot chuyén cwc ki tdm
bdy. Khoan, ciing khong han 1o minh chi dong nghi. Do la mot sy thoi
thiic. Haruhiro bd1 rdi. Cau tw kinh t'm ban than.

Mot thir gi @6 nhw 1a nhu céu sinh 1 bat ngor dang 1én, va doi twong cla
n6 khong rd vi sao lai 1a Shihoru. Hay bdi vi nguc Shihoru da lot vio mat,
nén cdu m&i dot ngdt cam tha’y thir ham mudn nay? Thoi, cdi nao triwoc cdi
nao sau cing dwoc. Tom lai, minh da cam thdy nhw thé. Con nita, phin
dwdi cor the minh dang & trong mdt trang thdi khé dién td bang loi. Oi 6i 6i
0i 01 6i 01 6i 01 0i 0i...

Van dé & day la, ngay ca Haruhiro dwong nhién cling c¢6 nhu cau sinh
li. C6 diéu ciu thd'y ham mudn ctia minh khdng manh va ban tinh ciu Ia
mudn gitt chieng muc. Chang phdi binh thwong minh van luén tiét ché sao?
Cha, vi minh la mot ngwoi dan 6ng tré trung khoé manh nén khéng con
cdch nao khdc... Cau khong mudn nghi nhw thé€'... Cau da khong mudn nghi
nhuw the”.

Vi minh la mot ngwo'i dan ong tré trung khoé manh nén khong con cdch
nao khdc...

BAy gio cdu chi con nwdc an Gi ban than bang cdi cAu than thd cA'm ki
do. Ma cling Chaamg an ui dwoe nhi? May bi cdi qudi gi vdy, Haruhiro? Nwc
cwoi qud day, Haruhiro. May hdng rdi, Haruhiro. Lé nao minh sdp bién



thanh mét con thi chi biét dén duc vong? Vao thoi diém thé nay? Tai mot

Trong lic Haruhiro dang c& kim nén khong dwa hai tay 6m dau va hét
lén, Yume dot nhién kéu mot ti€ng “... Nya!” ki quac. “... Hinh nhu... c6
con gi, thi phai...?”

“Con gi la y lam sao?” Ranta nu6t nwdc mi€ng danh wc. “The gi
vay...?”

“D...D... D... Dung lai,” Haruhiro v6i va gio tay 1én, nhwng that ra moi

nguwoi da dieng lai tir tredee. ... Yume, chd nao vay?”
“Q’ dang do6 hay sao ay?” Yume chi v€ phia sau bén phai. “... C6 ti€ng

dong? Cam giac la ¢6 mot sinh vat s6ng dang & d6?”

Kuzaku thé ra mot cai, rdt ki€m va giwvong khién. “Moi nguoi nén lui
xudng di?”

“O, wm...” Haruhiro 1c d4u. “Phai... ddy. Kuzaku xem hwéng Yume
vira chi. Ranta, may di bén trai Kuzaku. Tao s€ di bén phai. Merry, cau bao
v€ Shihoru. Con Yume boc hiu nhé.”

Trong nhay mét, cdc d6ng ddi ctia ciu da thay ddi ddi hinh. Chf cé minh
la chdm mot nhip, Haruhiro khong th€ khong nghi vay. Cd phdn dodn ldn
hanh dong, cdi gi ciing chdm. Ma minh hét “cieng” rdi nhi? Cau ngac nhién
v&i chinh ban than minh vi da nghi nhw thé. Bj ngu sao? Pdy dédu phdi lic
nghi dén chuyén do...

Cau kim hoi the 1ai mot Iic, doeng im khdng nhic nhich. Khong c6 gi
xdy ra ca. Cling khong nghe thd'y am thanh gi.

“... Hay la ao giac th6i nhé?” Ranta khé néi.

“Cé6 th€ 14m.” Yume ciing khong pht nhan.

“Tam thoi gitt nguyén tinh than cdnh gidc,” Haruhiro dwa mét nhin
quanh. C4u nghi 1a khong c¢6 gi va dinh quay minh lai. “Vé t&i Lang
Giéng...”

Am thanh nghe gidng “kohh...” vang 1én lién ti&p, xung quanh nhw c6
gi d6 14 lanh sdng loa. Chiing dang 4p sat. Sinh vat s6ng w? Khong to 1m?
Khong phdi chi mot, hai con. C& nam, sau con. Con ntra khong? Kohh.
Kohh. Kohh. Py la ti€ng kéu cua ching? La ti€ng sua chang?



“Ching toi kia...!” Haruhiro néi ra mét diéu ma ai cling bi€t. Ngay sau
d6, Kuzaku dung chiéu Bash [Pap bing khién] ha't mot thi gi d6 ving di.

“Khi a...!?” Ranta vung tr tung thanh L6i ki€m Dolphin. Khong tring...
L khi.

Ping 1a trdng ching giong khi. Than chiing dwgc bao phi b&i mdt 1op
16ng mau den hodc nau va ching cé dudi. Ching dap ca chin trwdc va chan
sau xuong da't, nhay qua trai qua phai d€ lao t&i, nhung khong phai 167 chay
ctia thd bon chan binh thwong. Chan trede clia chling bam vao cdy hodc gat
phang nhirng canh cdy can dwong. Tuy nhién, mat ching lai giong ché hon
12 khi. Chéc goi 1a khi ché ciling dworc. Haruhiro dung ciy diii cui bén tay
trdi danh bay mot con, dinh da lu6n mdt con ntra nhwng né tranh dwgc. Mac
du néi cqu da danh bay mdt con, nhwng Iywc danh khong manh. Con khi ché
lai x6ng vao ngay. C4u ha thap tw th&’, nhim vao né bing thanh doan ki¢m,
nhung no cing né dworc.

“Lia khon nay, ching lao t&i khong ngwng! Leap Out [Phéng ra]...!”
Ranta lao vé phia trwedc, dung thanh Loi ki€m Dolphin vé mdt dwong s6
tdam sic lem. “R6i t&i Slice [Nhat chém chét chéc]...!”

Con khi ché6 bi chém tring cat 1én ti€ng kéu dau don lic cin k€ cai
chét tredre khi nga vat xudng.

Ranta gio’ cao thanh Loi ki€m Dolphin. “Tha’y sao ha? Ong diy dinh
thiéttttttt!”

Biét roi, khé' ldm, néi mai. May lam on b qua médy cdu nhdm nhi dé ma
tiép tuc chién ddu di. Haruhiro mu6n mia mai nhw thé& nhung treedc khi cau
kip néi, 1ii khi ché d3 kéu “kohh, kohh, kohh” 6n a0 va bét dau lui lai.

“Pwng hong chay, coi diy...!” Ranta dinh du6i theo nhwng lai bd cudc
ngay. “Htrm, chitng té chiing khi&p so’ ta. Khiép sor ngai Ranta, hic 4m kj si
khiing nhét trén doi. Nhéan tién néi rd cho ma nghe, chir ‘khing’ & day
khong phéi nghia 1a ‘manh’ dau nhd, ma la ‘khing khi€p’ d6. Thuc ra
‘manh’ ciing khdng sai, nhung v&i hic 4m ki si thi phai ‘khing khiép’ mdi
dwoc! Ga ha ha ha ha!”

“... Moi, moi ngwoi khong sao ch?” Haruhiro nhin qua mét lwot. ...
Khong sao phai khong?”

“U.” Kuzaku ha ki&€m xudng.



“Nya!” Mic du cau tra loi cda Yume rd't vo nghia, nhung cé vé cd Yy
van On.

“... Giat hét ca minh...” Shihoru th& dai thwon thwot.

“Ching khong t&i nira chr?” Merry van dang gio' doan treong vai vé
canh giac.

Ranta tién lai g4n x4c con khi ché. A khéng, hinh nhw né chwa chét
hin. Chd ndy chd kia trén co thé né dang khé co giat. Dau vdy, né rd rang
sap trit hoi thé cudi ciing. Ranta khdng hé td ra do dy ma giim ndt phian
dot song cd d& két liéu né. Viéc d6 khién Haruhiro thiy lin tin, nhung c6
18 cét ddt nguon sdng cho né s& tot hon 12 kéo dai ndi thong khd trong gicr
phit cudi cung. Ranta ngdi xudng, quan sat con khi cho trong chdc 14t r'oi
quay sang Haruhiro.

“Con nay liéu nwdng 1€n ¢6 an dwoc khdng nhi?”

Hod ra danh xwng “khing nhat” khong phai d€ lam mau, du chi la
Ranta ty nhan. Hén 12 mot k& s&n sang nghi d&n nhitng diéu “khiing khiép”.

DPuwong nhién, phan tng ctia cdc dong doi khdc ciing khong 14y 1lam dé
chju. Giét sinh vat song dé€ dn. Du doi khi cdm thdy v cling tan nhén,
nhuwng day chinh la cach van hanh cua ty nhié€n. Tuy vay, bon cdu khong thé
nao nghi dén viéc ha guc goblin d€ an cd. Khi ché trong gidng khi nén tui
Haruhiro cam thdy c6 sw cdm ki, ngoai chuyén vdn di khong thich thd gi.
MBOi tdi cd ddm dang doi meo, tién mua d6 &n thi khong co.

“... Xé thit dworc khong nhi?” Haruhiro héi, nén mét thir theo nghia nao
dé6 c6 the goi la sy quy€t tam trong I'Ong nguc.

“Um huem...” Yume t ra vo ciing khé chiu. “C6 1& khong hén la khong
dwoce. Mic di Yume khong mudn 1am 18m dau, nhung vé kha ning thi c6
the...”

“L6t da r'oi moi ndi tang ha?” Ranta quang tay qua vai Yume mot cach
than mat. “Qud d& phai khong? Yume, ba chéc chin lam dwoc. C6 1én nao!”

“Pirng ¢6 dung cham, d6 d4n!” Yume hat canh tay Ranta ra. “Qua
nhién l1a Yume khong mudn!”

“... An n6 thi t& tha'y hoi...” Shihoru c6 v& budn ndn va khom nguoi
xudng.

“U...” Merry ciing 4p tay 1én miéng.



“Néu bi bdo in di thi t& van in, nhwng ma...” Kuzaku, cdu thdt vi dai.

DPuing vdy. Pdy dau phdi la dn thit ngwoi. Chi la mot loai thi trong
giong con khi thoi. Du miii vi ¢6 té thi vdn con hon chét doéi. Néu dn dwoc
thi bon minh budc phdi dn.

“Yume, to cling s€ gidp mot tay.” Haruhiro nhin thaamg vao mit Yume.
“Cau c6 th€ thir lam khong? Né&u that sy viéc nay qud stec thi ciu chi cin
bay cach, t& s€ lam.”

Cudi cung, Yume cling khong tw chdi nira.

Nhém Haruhiro véac theo xdc con khi chd, chuan bi mot dong Ira &
ngay canh Lang Gi&ng. Sau khi nhém Ia, cd bon bit tay vao x& thit. Mot
khi da quyét tam, Yume that dang tin cdy. Haruhiro chi c6 the€'lam maYy viéc
nhr 1a nang con thd 1€n, r'éi 14t hay d¢ ndé xudng. Yume lam hé&t nhurng
phéan quan trong. Sau khi didng mdt phan con mo6i 1én Bach Than Elhiri,
Yume cah than nwedng chd thit khi ché da xién que.

Thit nwdng xong, td't ca lao vao an.

Sau khi nhai va nu6t, Ranta nghiéng dau va ndéi. “... Hrm, binh thwong
thé”. Khong qua dé, ma cling chflng ngon. N&u thém chit mudi chic s& on
hon ddYy...”

“Hw vm...” Yume nhan mat. “C¢ I€ 1a, ch?ing ngon gi ca...”



7. Dv 4n hwdng vé twong lai

u @Vi d& ec hay gi thi it nha't cling khong d&n ndi khong &n dworc.

Yume d3 hoc dwore skill HAm biy trong ki thuét sdn. Ngoai ra, trong hé
ki ning dit by con c6 Biy kep h& va Biy treo, nhwng Yume chwa thao ca
hai. By kep hd thye ra ¢in ¢6 dung cu chuyén dung. Con By treo, Yume
n6i minh da dwoc sw phy cho xem mot Tan, may ra c6 thé tw 1am biy dwoc
nén cad bon quyé&t dinh nho ¢6 thir xem sao. N&u dit vai cdi by gan con
dwong dan t¢i khu d6t than, ¢6 1€ tui Haruhiro s& tém dwoc ma’y con khi
cho.

Lii rin doc dAm T4y thit d4ng so. Ca bon ciing ¢An canh gidc v&i con
qudi thd bdn méit. Nhung hién tai, cA nhém chi c6 th€ trong mong ki€m
dworc tién tr Dam TAy T Thi. Sau khi diit ra giao wéc ring: n&u thy rén
doc dam Tay thi thay doi dia di€ém ngay, né€u nghe ti€ng chan con qudi bon
mit thi 14p tirc bd chay, doi Haruhiro quyét dinh tiép tuc tim ki€m dong xu
den & Dam lay Tw Thi.

Bon cdu khong th€ cr mai tuyét vong va thodi chi. N6i thi néi vy, chir
ludn ¢6 vO s& nhan t6 khi€n Haruhiro nan long, va do6i khi cau lai roi vao
trang thai chdn ghét ban than & thoi di€ém khéng ngo' dé€n. Chuyén nay la
khong the tranh khoi. Lan nao cling vy, nén ciu hoi quen roi. Haruhiro
cling da ndm dworc bi quyét d¢€ gwong ddy theo cich riéng cia minh.

Chi ¢én nghi “cudc sd6ng ma” va tw bd, ciu s€ chd’p nhan dworc thyc tai.

Coi viéc Haruhiro khong cé t6 chat lam thu linh 1a tién dé cho moi
chuyén. Cu cling chgmg ham. Cau dang lam chi vi d6 la lya chon duy nhat,
khong con cach nao khac ca. B&i the’, dwong nhién ciu sé thay vat va va bi
tich tu cang théng roi. Haruhiro chealng phai thanh nhan quan t&, chi 1a mot
con nguwoi rat dbi binh thwong, nén thinh thodng nhitng viéc nhw 1a mat
binh tinh hay ndy sinh ham mudn v&i d6ng doi van c6 th€ xay ra.

Khong hin 1a cau khong cé cdi tdm cau ti€n. Vi dong doi, vi chinh ban
than, cdu lu6n mudn tré thanh mot tha linh t6t hon bay gio. Néu ¢6 thé.



Nhung d6 khong phai con dwong dé& dang. Chiang nhitng khong khé 1én
theo tirng ngay, ting thang, ma c6 khi ciu ti€n mot bwde lai It hai buorc,
ti€n thém mot budc nira roi lai lic ti€n ldc 10i. Nhw vdy ciing chc%ng sao.
Né&u khong budc ban than nghi vy, Haruhiro s€ khong the ti€p tuc noi.

Mot ngay no, ca nhém vira t&i PAm Ty Tt Thi thi bat gip ra't nhiéu
con thd bdn mét dang quanh quan & d6, nén danh phai rit lui.

Mot hom khéc, du da thay doi dia di€m bao nhiéu T4n thi cd bon vin gip
phai 1l rin doc dam Tdy. K&t qua 1a Kuzaku va Yume bi cén, cd ddm trdi
qua mot khoang thoi gian thye sy kho khan.

Nhiéu khi khi ché sdp biy roi nhung lai pha dwoc by d€ chay thodt
than. DU vay, hinh nhw vi tay nghé ché& tao bdy ctia Yume da tié€n bd nhiéu
nén bon cu thinh thodng van bét duoc tui khi ché. C4ch ché bién ciing dan
cai thién. PAu tién phai cat tiét ching that nhanh, sau d6 cha x4t vai loai
thdo mdc dam mui, ném thém mudi, vay la cé th€ danh chén twong doi
ngon lanh. Mudi mua & tiém thyc pham, nhwng gid mot tdi con cling 1én t&i
mot ruma. Pay qua 1a thir xa xi pham, nén ca bon st dung hét stec dé sén va
than trong.

Tai Lang Giéng, tuy khong t&i mitc hang ngay nhung d6i lic bon ciu
bit giip ddy d6 nhitng vi khach ghé thim. Chung tdc ra't da dang, nhung tat
ca déu che mat, c6 vé ai cling déu hi€u ro quy dinh d€ vao lang. Biét dau do
la luat 1€ chung trén toan th& gidi hodc ctia khu vire nay, chir khong riéng gi
Lang Gi€ng. Muc dich chu yéu cda ho 1a giao dich, c¢6 ngwoi téi mua, ¢
ngwoi t¢i ban, ¢ nguoi cd mua va ban. B an cda tiém thwc pham mot
phan do vai ngeoi dan Lang Giéng ki€m vEé, phan kia 1a nho nhirng nguoi
c¢6 vé 12 tho sdn nhu Ong Bt Nhin chuyéh t&i.

Cho dén gio, nhém Haruhiro vin chwa thdy béng ddng ngwoi sOng
trong tod nha x&p bang d4. Nhitng cw dan con lai thi tui ciu da nim dwoc
so’ so. Linh canh & gi€ng v&i nam thdp canh lam theo ché” dd luan phién va
nhw Haruhiro biét thi tong cong c6 chin ngwoi. Ho ¢6 the dn udng tai cira
hang thyc pham ma khong can tra tién. Ngoai ho ra, k&' ca ga tho rén hay
bt ctr ai cling déu phai tra xu hodc doi hang thi m&i dwore an. Thém mét
thong tin nira 1a cdc crr dan Lang Giéng chi #n mot ngay mot IAn, nhiéu 1dm
1a hai Tan. Vi li do tai chinh, d§1 Haruhiro cling lam nhw vay.

Tui cau chealng th€ trdo chuyén voi dan lang cho ra h'on. Vi vay, ra't kho
c¢6 th€ xin phép trwede cho vu tdm rira, thé nén, ca bon can diing khi d€ thi,



va cudi cling da hién thyc hod mot chd tdm an toan & bai song bén trong
Lang Giéng. Pang con hirng khéi, cd nhém ddt Ika trai 1én nhwng tén linh
canh giéng 1ap tirc xudt hién roi dp tit Itra, ching néi ching réng. C6 vé
viéc nay bi cAm. Ngii ma khong ddt Ira thi lanh 1dm. Tha ngd bén ngoai
lang con hon.

Thé r'6i, khi dé6n man dém thit mwei chin & thé gidi nay, d6i Haruhiro
da s¢ htru hon bdn ruma va hinh thanh dwoc théi quen sinh hoat.

Thuec ra, bdn ruma chi bing bdn bira in, tirc 12 khau phan cho hai ngay.
Pay khong phai s6 tién 1on, nhwng du sao tich luy dwoe ddi chit cling lam
cac cau yén tam. Hién gio’ Haruhiro dang quan 1i ta't ca s& tién nhw 1a tai
san chung cua t& ddi, nhung cau dy tinh khi ti€t ki€ém dwgc nhiéu hon s€
chia ra cho moi ngwoi. Nhw th€, ai ciing ¢6 the ti mua cai nay, cdi no. Giac
mo’ bé nhd cling s€ md rong ra.

“Nhwng ma ndy,” Ranta vira d6i tw thé ndm vira néi, “dau th€ ctr song
th€¢" nay mai dwoc. T61 chdn viéc nao vét bun roi.”

“Co chan thi ciing lam dwgre gi...” Shihoru ric vao canh Yume va Merry
tred'c dong tra trai.

Hoi con gdi hdm nay di kip tdm trwde khi cdnh cdng Lang Giéng déng
lai, nén ndi sao nhi... cd ba ngwoi trong long lanh khac thwong, khién
Haruhiro khong dam nhin th:fmg vao ho. R4t budn cwei 1a né€u nhin ho ki
qud, ciu s€ thdy hoi hwng phan. Nhung dau tranh véi céi toi xdu xa cda
minh chinh 1a sé& treong ctia Haruhiro... Hiem, ciing khéng toi mikc do nhi?
Khong toi mike do.

Ranta va Kuzaku thi lam thé nao nhi? Kuzaku hdn 1o vén lén Lit véi
Merry theo kiéu do chir gi? Nhwng gid siv ¢é chuyén dé thit thi chdc chdn
ngay dén Haruhiro ciing sé phdt hién ra. U, c6 vé ho khong lam gi. Ho
dang chiu dwng w? Nhwng dau can phdi vdy. Pa co qud nhiéu diéu chc%ng
hay ho gi ¢ ddy roi. Nén té diem mot chiit vui vé chie. Diing hon la can phdi
c6. Ddu vdy, khodc bé mdt two'i cwo'i roi vé vai Kuzaku bdo: “Cdu cuw lam
nhw cdu muon di, khong sao dau” ... cdm gidc ciing ki ki sao do. Hodc noi
diing hon, minh chc“;ng lam vdy dworc dau.

Kuzaku dang nidm ngtra va sut sit miii. Hinh nhw cdu 4y chém bj cam
roi. “... To cam thdy ndng sudt cua tui minh bi giam di. Chi 1a cdm giac
thoi nhé. Cing khong hin 1a tui minh da tim h&t moi chd roi. Ki€u nhw dén



nudc nay chic phdi di t&i khu vie tip trung nhiéu rén doc dam T4y hoic
chd bon quai b&dn mét hay xu't hién 4Yy...”

“Lan toi thee di xa hon khong?” Yume dang trong tw thé twa ma vao
nguwc Shihoru, ddng thoi 6m 18y Merry. Ghen ti qud... Khong khong khong
khong.

“Puwong van kéo dai sau khu do't than diy.” Merry c6 vé hoii bu'dn ngil.
Trong c6 cw lo dov.

“... T cling ra't @€ tdm vu d6...” Haruhiro dam dam nhin vao dong Ita.
Lira o', hay hoi sinh i tri cia téi. Lam on di. “Biét dau lai ¢c6 mot ngoi lang
khac. Hodc 1on hon ntra, mot thi trin chflng han. Mic du n€u c6 thi t& ciing
chwa biét phai lam gi.”

“Du sao thi d6 vin 1a tng ct vién s& mot ma.” Ranta tic lwdi. “Ngoai
ra con c6 phrong an veot qua dam Tay, di xu6ng phia Nam. Hodc 1a di vé
hwéng ha leu Song Am. Tuy & bai séng c6 thit gi d6 khong hay cho 1m,
nhuwng néu da quyét thi tui minh van s& cin dwoc hét thoi.”

Haruhiro khong r&i mét khdi dong Itra. “Nhung tui minh 1am gi ¢6 muc
tieu.”

“May ngédo ha Parupiro? Pay la mot thé” gidi hoan toan xa la ddy. LaYy
dau ra muc tiéu bay gio?”

“Pring la th&’, nhwng cach nghi ciia may cau tha thd kéch qua di.”

“Phai goi tao la qua cam vo dich chir... A, con chuyén dé. Cai d6 1a mét
van d€ ching ta dang d61 mat. Nhung néi dén van d€ thi con mot céi khac,
quan trong hon.”

“... T¢ khong mudn nghe.” Shihoru bit tai lai. «... Chic chin khong phai

chuyén gi tir t& hét.”

Haruhiro trét nhin vé phia Shihoru va thdy h6i han ngay 1ap tirc. Yume
dang gAn nhw viii mit vao ngwc Shihoru, con Merry thi trra vio Yume, mét
lim dim budn ng. Cadu mudn x& 1i mot cach dich dang ban than ba't can da
nghi rang, cho té hoti dim vori.

“Ching ta c6 th€ s& phdi song sudt doi & day.” Ranta néi bang giong
diéu nghiém trong khéng hop v&i cu ta ti nao. ““... Phdi chuan bj tinh than
cho diéu do, dung khong?”

“Um...” Haruhiro bj bi, khong bi€t nén tra 1o sao. “...Tw dwung may néi
cdi gi th&'hd...?”



“Chiang phai d6 12 su that sao? C6 gi sai dau nhi?”

“Purng voi mat...”

“Hi vong &y ha? O, thoi nao, Parupirorin. Ping néi chuyén nhur mot vi
anh hluing tran day nhi€t huyé&t nira. May dau phai loai ngu’0’1 tich cuyc va lac

quan d&n th&! Thira nhan di! Ring c6 khi tui minh chang quay vé dworc
ntra. N&u viy, ta s€ phai s6ng & diy cho tdi cudi doi.”

Merry hit vao mét hoi, ngong lai... roi cham chap thé ra. Co ddn mat
vao ngon ltra nhung dwong nhw chang hé nhin né.

Shihoru toan m& miéng nhwng lai khong néi gi. Yume bat ra mdt ti€ng
rén ki la.

“Néi la vé...” Kuzaku ngdi ddy, “nhwng Grimgar ¢6 phdi noi bon minh
can tro vé khong vay?”

“H¢?” Ranta nhwén may va lwom Kuzaku. “Thé nghia la sao ha
Kuzakky?”

“A khong, chi Ia... ¢6 vé tui minh ciing dau & Grimgar ngay tir dau.”

“K€ ca thé& thi ¢6 ai nh¢d dwoe chiit nao nhirng viéc tredrc d6 dau.”

“Dung vay, nhung ma...”

“Pung néi may chuyén chan ngit d6 nira. Chflng lién quan gi d€n van
dé tao dang dwa ra bay gio’ ca. Pong ndo ma hi€u ti di, d6 ngu ngoc...”

“T¢ khong nghi minh ddng bi ndi téi mire d6.”

“A a!? May mudn danh nhau cht gi!? Tao sin sang roi dy!”

“Thoi di.” Merry chan lai. Théng thwong d6 1a nhiém vu ctia Haruhiro,
nhwng tdm tri cau dang ban nghi chuyén khac.

“Bon toi dang tim kié'm cach thwe quay lai thé gioi cii.”

Shima da thi thAm nhw th€&". Quay lai. Thé gioi cii. Piéu do rét cudc co
nghia gi?

Haruhiro cham vao Receiver [P4d nhan tin] cdu dang deo trén ¢O qua lop
y phuc. Vi da xay ra nhirng chuyén nhw vay, ciu thdy ciing tot né€u cé lién
lac gi d6 tor Souma. Trong tham tam, Haruhiro da ki vong vao diéu do.
Nhwng P4 nhén tin chang hé c¢6 dau hi€u rung. Ki€u nhu la... tin hi€u
khong truyén t&i duoc the gidi khac...?

Haruhiro 1ic dau. C6 nghi ciing chfmg ich gi. Nhom Haruhiro dang &
day. Chinh la & ddy. Mot thé gioi khdac biét, chang phai Grimgar, cling



khong phai Dusk Realm (Thé gi¢i hoang hon).

Séng & diy ca doi. Kha nang d6 dwong nhién da tieng xua't hién thoang
qua trong dau cau.

“... Ranta, chflng can may phai néi dau. C6 th€ chuyén dé... sé xay ra.
Tao biét di€éu dd’y. Nhung may bao bié€t xong roi thi phai lam gi? K€ ca
chuan bj tinh than thi ciing dau cé gi thay doi. Viéc ching ta phai lam
khong hé thay d6i. Van thé’ ma thoi.”

“D0 ngdo. May ¢ bi ngu khong? Van thé& cai con khi!” Ranta ding
day, dam tay phai vao long ban tay trdi. “Chung ta phai c6 con dan chau
dong! No6i cach khac la tao ra em bé. Tao. Ra. Em. Bé!”

“... E0000000000000...” Shihoru 6m chdt 12y Yume.

“May...” Haruhiro khéng thd't n6i mot loi.

Merry 14c d4u nhe mudn néi rang khong the tin dwore. Yume thi ngéh to
te.

“... Ban Ranta...” Kuzaku 14m bam, “du ¢6 di t&i dau cling van 1a ban
Ranta.”

“Chuyén la th&” da’y!” Ranta nhay 1én, nhin xung quanh mét lwot. “Gio
phai quyét dinh chuyén ghép cidp! Vwa van c6 ba nam ba nit! Ba cap, néu
mdi cdp ra dwgrc muwdi nhéc thi cheamg ma’y ma 1én thanh tong ba mwoi sau
ngwoi! Thay sao ha? Con t6i... chep, day du gi cling chi 1a mdt phén cha k&
hoach con dan chdu dong, nén t61 s€ khong kén chon. Nhung né€u bi budc
phai chon thi téi... vm...”

“Phan d61i.” Shihoru gio’ tay. Merry cling dwa tay 1€n khong chit chdm
tré. “Chic chin rdi.” Yume 14y ngén tay vach mdt bén mit va I& ludi.
“Yume cling tuyét do1 khong wng dau nha.”

“Nay, nay, nay, nay,” tay trai chdng hong, tay phdi Ranta gio’ ngén tro
vay qua vay lai, “khong c6 chuyén khong wng hay phan doi gi hét nha. Noi
cho cung, day 1a mot dw an hwdng dén twong lai cia ching ta, khong d€
tinh cdm ca nhan xen vao dwgc. Chi c6 con trai hodc chi cé con gii déu
khong thé€ tao ra em bé, vi vay ca bon phai hop tic du muén hay khong.
Day la nghia vu day. Nghia vu!”

“Purng ¢6 tur tién ti€n hanh didm ba céi dy 4n ki€u nay chir...” Haruhiro
noi.



“Ca~m miéng, Parupyoronosuke Vi may bt bat qua nén tao moi phai
khéi xwdng thé ndy... A, hiéu rdi hi€u roi! Tao ciing chang nghi minh la
ki€u nhan vat dwgrc 4i md dau nhé? Panh thé". Tao s€ nhwong nhin va nhan
dira con lai vay. Thé thi, dau tién 1a Kuzakky!”

“..Ha? To? Cai gi co?”

“Nguyén vong cua may la gi? May thich ai trong s& ba c6 nay?”

“Um...” Kuzaku cii xuéng, deong nhw ép chit ban tay to 1o'n clia minh
& sau dau. “A thi...”

Bon cau chéng can phai tra 1oi mo6t cau hdi ba lap nhw vay. Nhung,
thanh that ma ndi, Haruhiro khong hén 1a khong ¢6 hung thi voi cau trd o
cia Kuzaku. C4u bi€t tinh cam cta Kuzaku, nhwng chang r6 ciu ta s€ the
hién n6 nhw the nao tredc mit At ca moi ngwdi? Hay 12 cu ta s& chang the
hién gi cd. Li€u cau ta c6 tinh danh trong lang khong?

“Sao da’y? Tra loi luén va ngay di!” Ranta néi viang ca nuwdc bot.
“Nhanh 1€n! Nhanh I€n nao! Nhaaaanh 1€€één! Nhaaaanh 1é€één! Nhaaaanh

[é€één!”

~

“... Um...” Kuzaku khoanh tay va nhim mét. Sao ma bin khoin qud
vay...?

Haruhiro bang quo’ tham do nét mdt Merry... Ua? Ho'i khdc véi dw kién.
Haruhiro cr twdng Merry sé t& vé ngai ngung hodc lo au cho Kuzaku.
Nhung ca hai déu khong phai. Merry d6m dau gdi bang ca hai tay, mang vé
mit nhw the sip stra bat ra mot cau xin 18i. Thé’la thé’ nao? Kiéu nhw, “Xin
16i Kuzaku vi da dé’ cdu mot minh hikng chiu biia riu dw ludgn?”

U thi ciing c6 th€ 1a ki€u d6, nhung Haruhiro khong khoi ¢6 cdm gidc
chuyén gi d6 sai sai. Phan tng ki€u d6 khong gidng voi Merry. Gidng voi
Merry w? Haruhiro c6 bi€t di vé Merry d€ c6 thé néi t&i chuyén gidong voi
chealng khong gio'ng hay khong? N6i sao nhi? C4u cho ring ciing khong phai
la ciu chéng biet ti gi v€ co AYy.

“C4i thing map mo nay!” Ranta gidm chan binh bich. “Chon le 1én nao!
Thich nguc by thi Shihoru! Thich mdt xinh thi Merry! Thich d6 khung thi
Yume! Tiéu chuan chi ¢6 chirng d6 théi ma?”

“Chon tén nay khong cac cdu?” Shihoru hoi v&i giong diéu u am dén
rung minh. “Ta’t cd bon minh cling l1am.”

“PDdng y.” Merry xo4 bd moi bi€u cam trén khuén mat va dieng day.



“Pau tién phai 1am cho hin d& chon hon d3.” Yume cwdi nham hiém
ro1 rut dao san ra.

“Doi da!?” Ranta ng6i bét xudng va thoai lui. “M2ay chuyén chon t61
hay cu th€ phwong phap chon thé nao nghe kha 1a kinh nén lam on thdi di!
Nhé!? Thoéi di ma!? Toi cling s€ bd tro d6! Nha!? Sau nay toi s€ can than!
Ma&Yy ba coi, ban dau, ndi sao nhi, t6i chi don gian la dua théi ma!? Pau can
phéi nghiém tic ti€p nhan chuyén d6 nhw thé!? To6i khong that long dau,
nén noi chung la tha cho t61 di! Nghi€ém tac do, nghi€m tic dé...!”

V&i man quy lay cia Ranta, dé€ tai tro chuyén nay lap tirc trdi vao di
vang va teng ngwoi Tan lwot di nga. Nhwng Haruhiro thi ¢ thao thirc mai.
R&t nhi€u chuyén nay ra trong tam tri cau. Kuzaku va Merry sao thé nhi?
Chuyén giita ho vdn suoén sé chir? Cd bon dang mdc ket trong tinh cdnh
nay, cing chc“;ng phdi liic cho mdy chuyén lang man ddau. Nhieng du thé nao
thi minh vdn mong ho dwoc hanh phiic... Khi nghi miy viéc ra ddng nguoi
tot nhw vay, Haruhiro thdy ngwc minh nhéi dau. Dai logi thi hgnh phiic la
gl chw? Minh nao co biét ddu...

Nhom Haruhiro ngti r'di tinh gid’c béi ti€ng gdy bdo hiéu troi sang ctia
con ga khong I'5. Mot ngdy mdi lai bat dau. Trudec tién, ci bon di qua cau
d€ vao lang va udng nwde & gi€ng. Sau khi riva mat tai bai song trong lang,
cad dam d6n cho btra sang vui vé. Th& nhung, & tiém thyc pham da c6
ngudi t¢i trede. TAt nhién noi ndy ¢6 khdch ching phai chuyén mdi la gi,
nhwng ddy 1la mot vi khach khi€n cho tui Haruhiro phéi d€’y.

“... Hin ta,” Ranta 1én lit chi vao vi khdch, ... trong gidng con ngudi
qua...?”

Vi khach vira nhan mot bat stp con trung tiv Cha tiém Cua By c¢6 hai
tay, hai chan, chi c6 mot cdi dau va khong moc dudi. Chiéu cao chic
khoang mdt mét tdm. Cao hon Haruhiro nhung thap hon Kuzaku. Ong ta
doi mot chi€c mi rong vanh, hay néi ding hon 1a mot chi€c mi dan thanh
hinh nén ndng dwoe lam to mdt loai ¢d khod nao d6. Nira dwdi khudn mat
ctia 6ng ta bi che khuat b&i chi€c khan quang c0, va Oong ta con mac 4o
khodc dai t&i dau gdi. Ngoai thi vil khi na n4 riu gidt & hong, dng ta con
gin hoic treo nao gwom, ndo nd trén chiéc tdi deo lung to twdng, nom hét
nhur mot kho vii khi bi€t di.

Vi khach kéo 1éch chi€c khan quang roi dwa bat Ién miéng, hoi ngtra
mat d€ hip moén sip codn trung. Khi phdn nwdc da hét, ong ta nhén phian



cdi, tém lai 12 1l bo, bing ngdn tay r'oi cho vio miéng nhai rau rdu va nudt
xudng. Trong gidy lt, Haruhiro thodng nghi ring qua nhién 6ng ta khong
phai con nguoi, nhwng thyc ra chéng c6 gi la khi ¢6 ngwoi thich mui vi cia
con trung cd. Vi khdch néi “ruo keh” véi giong tram, dwa cdi bat rdng cho
Chu ti€ém Cua By roi quay vé phia nhém Haruhiro.

“0i...!?” Ranta nhdy lbi vé phia sau, vao tu th& chuah bi sin sang d€ c6
the quy lay ba't ctr ldc nao. Thir rdc rwdi (cidn ba) nay dang 1€ phai xung tén
12 “quy lay ki s thay vi “héc 4m ki s” m&i ding.

Dau vay, thyc t& 14 sy xud't hién cta vi khdch c6 cdi gi d6 tya nhw dp
Iye va sy uy hi€p. Mdc du deo trén lung dong d'6 dac c6 veé ra't nang, ong ta
van ding thang, chang heé td ra vat va chit nao. D6 1a thé” dirng v&i trong
tam on dinh, c6 th€’ di chuyén nhanh chéng tw do tw tai vé ca bon phia trai
phai tredc sau. Trén co the 6ng ta khong hé cé lyc bi phan bo thiwa thai.
Khong c6 so’ hé'. Hodc nén néi 1a, ngwroi dan 6ng nay rdt co ndang lwc...?

Kuzaku dat tay 1én chudi ki€m, vira twr te thd ra vira budng tay.

“... Ca...” Shihoru néi.

Ca la cdi gi? Haruhiro mu6n hdi, nhwng cau khong the.

B4u khong khi v6 cung nang né.

Yume rén ri con Merry dang c& néi gi d6. Chinh lic aYy...

“Nay ma’y dira,” vi khach cat giong khan khan, “khdng 1€ 1a con nguoi
ha?”



8. Bac tien bdi trong doi

“... Tén ta la Unjou.”

Nguwoi dan 6ng ty xwng tén bang loai ngdn ngit gidng v&i thir ma tui
Haruhiro da st dung khi con & Grimgar.

Trwde sy ngac nhién ctia cd nhém, chd Unjou cho biét, t61 thi€u thi
“dém da ghé tham hang nghin Tan” k€ tw khi chd lac t&i thé gidi nay.
Khong biét do dai mot ngay & ddy va mot ngay & dé bang nhau hay khdc
nhau. Tuy khong ddm chic nhwng n&u gia dinh 1a ching bang nhau thi hai
ngan ngay da la ndim ndm rwoi, con ba ngan ngay 1a thanh hon tdm nam, d6
la quang thoi gian chd Unjou ton tai va s6ng s6t & thé gidi nay.

“Béng nhién ta thA'y khong thé tin ndi,” chi Unjou k& bang chi't giong
khan khan xen 14n v&i ti€ng cwoi chua chat. “RAt 1au rdi... mdi lai thay
con ngudi. Thue sy rat 1au, cue ki, cye ki 1au roi. Poi mit nay méi lai
dwoc nhin thd'y con ngwdi bang xwong bang thit. Ta khong nghi ring minh
con ¢6 the€. Nhung gio thi thay ro6i.”

Céa nhém Haruhiro déu cé the hieéu nhirng gi chi Unjou dang néi. Chi
c6 diéu, nglr didu clia chd &y hoi ki, cAu tir sdp x&p 16n x0n. C6 1& da mot
thoi gian ra't dai chd &y khong hé st dung ngdn ngie cia loai ngwoi.

Ngay khi bi€t chd Unjou ciling 1a con nguoi, 1a d6ng loai, Ranta v6 vap
dat cau héi ngay lap tiec.

“Tién bdi, ti€n b1, tién bd1i, xin hady chi gido cho dan em! C6 phdi ngay
xua tién bdi cling s6ng & Alterna khong a!? Chd cling tung la linh tinh
nguyén a!? V&i cd, chd tw dau lai t¢i the” gidi nay!? Noi toet ra la the” gidi
nay bi lam sao thé"a!?”

“ Alterna...” Chd Unjou 1am nham r6i im lang h'6i lau.

Trong ldc d6, Ranta van huyén thuyén mot minh. “Diing r'oi, ding r'oi,
Alnata d6, Alnarta! Xi 10n, Atalna! A khong phai, Alterna! Oi, chdu muén
quay vé Alterna qua! Néi vé cdm gidc cua chédu thi Alterna chinh 1a qué
hwong noi trdi tim luén hwedng vé, con tién bdi thi sao a!? Néu vé dwoc



chd ¢6 mudn vé khong!? C6 cich nao d&€ vé khong a!? A, néu c6 thi kiu gi
chu chealng vé roi nhi!? Nhung ma n€u chud c6 céi gi dai loai nhw 1a manh
m&i thi chi cho tui chau biét véi nhé!? Chi thdy sao a!?” Va ding nhw dy
tinh, khi Haruhiro bdo: “May tém tém lai coi, thang d4n nay,” va dinh ngin
Ranta lai, tén chét tiét Ranta d6 14p tirc gidn nguwoc va noi khung. “Ha!?
Tao ¢6 néi chuyén v&i may dau, tao dang hdi tién boi Unjou co' ma. Ngam
chiit miéng vao roi ngl di, @6 bach tudc. C4i ¢6 mit ngdi ngti thi ngli ngan
thu lu6n di tén ngd'c! Con nira, may mau bi héi roéi tirc né ngwoi di!”

“Thwa chd,” Haruhiro khong thém d&€m xia t&i tén chét tiét no ma quay
sang phia chi Unjou roi cidi d4u, “ching chdu xin 18i chd. Céi thi rdc rwdi
hét thud'c chira ciia nhom chdu da lam phién chui réi.”

“C6 may moi la rac ay! Haruhirooo! May lan xi né xudng dia nguc
di...!”

“N6i 14m qud.” Chd Unjou dot nhién vwon tay phdi ra tém 1ay dau
Ranta.

“...Hy...!?” Ranta d6ng cung tai chd.

Tén khon Ranta dang d6i mii gidp d€ che mit nhwng ban tay cua chd
Unjou bép chit 14y ca mii 1An d4u hén ta. Mic du chiéu cao khong bang
Kuzaku nhung ban tay cia chu thi to hon Kuzaku nhiéu.

“Alterna...” Chid Unjou d6n sttc nhie mudn ép Ranta bep dim dwéi da't
ro6i lai 1Am nhadm nhw thé thém T4n nira. “.... Alterna, quén r'6i. Ping. Pang
nao ciing khong quay lai dwoc.”

“Ai da ai da 4i dau... Xin, xin, xin tién b61 thit 16i, 1am on...”

“Th...” Yume ti€n 1én mdt bwdc va nuét nwde bot danh we, “tha ciu ay
ra di. Ranta ¢4 1&... hoi x4u tinh, nhung diu sao van 1a dong ddi cla tui
Yume...”

“Pong doi...” Chd Unjou hing giong mdt cach khd sé& r'oi buong Ranta
ra. “PDong d6i sao? Cai d6, ta khong c6. Ta... khong c6 mdt ngwoi nao.”

“... Khu!” Ranta 16n vong hong gitr khoang cach v&i chi Unjou. “T...
T... T.... T6i da dwoc... ciru, ding khong...? T... T... T... T6i van chwa chét,
dung khong...?”

“Ti€c that.” Merry lanh lung dap lai.

“... Chu t&i day,” Shihoru bam vao cdy gdy va hdi bing giong run run,
“mot, mot minh thoi sao...?”



Chd Unjou khong tra 1o cau hoi, thay vao d6, chi ay kéo chiéc khan
quang cO von da che qua nira khuén mét minh 1€n. “Khong thé vé dwoec.
Céc cd cau ciling th€". Noi nay chinh 1a m6 chon. Cua ta. Va cua ca cac cd
cau.”

[13

Kuzaku khé thdt ra mot cau: “... Nghiém tic ha?” Cau cham tay lén
vung bung nhr dang mudn gai no.

Haruhiro sip stra cii xuéng nhung cu €p budc minh phdi ngang mit
1én. N&u bay gio’ cdi xudng, cau s€ chang bao gior gwong ddy dwore. Cau bi
dy cam &y bda vay. Cau phai néi gi d6. Thay vi v&i chi Unjou, ciu phai
dwa ra mot phat ngoén nao do, hwdng t&i chinh nhém ctia minh.

“Nhuwng ma chu Unjou, chealng phai chi van con song d6 sao?”

Chu Unjou quay vé phia Haruhiro, hoi ndng chi€c nén bén ctia minh
1én. Cau c6 the tha’y dwore méit chi &y. Haruhiro lai mot TAn nia ty nhi rdng
day 13 con nguwdi. Nguwdi nay chic chin 1a mdt con ngwdi. C6 18 chd Ay
hon bon c4u nhiéu tudi, nén day hi€n nhién 1a mot bac tién bdi, nhweng van
la con nguwoi giong nhw bon cdu ma thoéi. Chd ay da sdng mot minh, don
thwong doc ma trong cai the gioi nay. Chu ay da vat va dén nhu’O’ng nao
nhi? Hén 1a cuc khd 14m. Hin 12 rat c6 don. Du th&, chd Unjou van dang
sdng. D6 ¢6 1€ khong phai chu dich cia chi &y, nhwng sy t0n tai clia nguoi
dan 6ng nay da minh chirng cho nhiéu chuyén.

Noi day khong phéi 1a nam m6. Cling ¢6 the’ mot lic nao dé no sé trer
thanh nhw vay, vi ai ma chfmg phai chét & dau d6. Gidy phdt cudc doi
cha@'m hét, noi d6 sé 1a t& dia. Tuy nhién, gidy phit d6 khéng phai bay gior.

Chi can biét cach thi nhém Haruhiro nha't dinh c6 th€ song dwoc & day.

“Bon chdu vd cung vinh hanh dwgec gap chi & day. Néu chd khong
phi€n thi chdu hi vong cé th€ ti€p tuc gap chi va mong chu chi gido cho
bon chau.”

“Chi gido w? Ta 47" Doi vai ctia chd Unjou nang 1én ha xudng ding mot
Tan. “Cho cac ¢o cau v?”

“Vi bon chau chwa bi€t gi ca.”

“Duwéi ha lwu,” chd Unjou chi tay vé huéng ha lvu clia Song Am,
“ching dang & d6. Li thady ma. N6 1a mot thi tran. Mot dong do nat. Khong
phai nguoi chét. Ma la thay ma.”

“..0ds,co gico?”’



“Thi tran thdy ma. Tan tich. Nhirng ngwoi linh tinh nguyén.” Chi
Unjou quay lung vé phia Haruhiro. “Hop 18m ddy. V&i cdc ¢d cau...”

Haruhiro muén dudi theo chi Unjou dang cat buwde bd di d€ hoi thém
hai ba cau ntra cho rd. Tuy nhién, cdu khdng lam dwoec. Dang lung cta chi
Unjou r6 rang dang cy tuyét tui Haruhiro. Hay dé’ta yén. Trong nhw the d6
l1a nhirng gi chi &y mudn néi va Haruhiro cam tha’y t6t nha't bon ciu ciling
nén lam vay.

R&t c6 thé cudc gap g& nay cling cé tdc dong manh mé t&i chd Unjou.
Ma khong, xét t&i quang thoi gian dai chd &y da phai trai qua trong cd doc
thi chic chin chii &y con s6c hon tui Haruhiro nhigu. VAy thi phai ching
trong thAm tam, chu &y dang v6 cung bdi rd1?

Chi Unjou ti€n vao ngdi nha x&€p chdng dd. Van nhwr moi khi, c¢6 dnh
sang hit ra tir & ctra s& bang kinh ctia ngdi nha, nén chic chin chii nha dang
& bén trong. C6 1€ chi Unjou la ngwoi quen voi chd nhan ngdi nha xay
bang d4 aYy.

“Thi tran! Thay ma!” Ranta dot nhi€n khoé khoén tré lai, cuoi khung
khuc ra vé ta 4&c nhwng nghe ra't ré tién. “Th& ma tao khong nghi toi! Xi
16n! Bing nhw nhirng gi tao dy doan! Vay la con dwong ching ta nén di
chiing phai dd sdng td roi 22 Ya hd d 64! Minh dinh qué x4...I”

“Sao lai thanh nhw thé&” dwoe!?” Yume thic cui chd vao nguoi Ranta.
“Ranta cha lién quan gi si't, tdt ca déu nho’ chud Kanpyo da’y chie!”

“Chu Unjou chtr...” Haruhiro thé dai. “Thi tra'n thdy ma w...?”

“... C6 vé, dang s¢.” Shihoru ryt cd lai va dm chéit 18y vai minh cling
cay gay.

“Thay ma w...?” Kuzaku dang nhin vao ngdi nha x&p da.

“Chu &y bdo khong phai ngwoi chét...” Merry hoi nghiéng dau, “... la
sao nhi? Thay ma binh thwong la linh h'on hodc xac chét cir ddong dwoc vi
nguyén nhan gi do.”

“Cai d6 thi phai di m&i biét dwoe chir!” Ranta cweori hd hd' vang ca dau.

Nghe Ranta néi vy, Haruhiro mudn ti chdi thang thing... Tuy nhién,
chi Unjou da goi tui Haruhiro 14 nhitng ngwoi linh tinh nguyén. Du khong
rd qua khir cia chd Unjou nhwng qua nhién chud &y ciing teng 1a linh tinh
nguyén phai khong nhi? Chic chii Unjou xem tui Haruhiro nhu hau bdi cta



minh. Chd &y da néi rang, hop ldm day. Mot noi pht hop véi linh tinh
nguyén.

Thi tran thay ma.

Haruhiro khong th& ngirng bin khoin vé né. Chang hidu sao ciu thay
trdi tim minh dang nhdy mua. Khong phai vi vui mwng. Cau khong phai
Ranta. Chi 1a cdu th&y mot chit phan khich. Va cau khong th€ phd nhén
diéu do.

Ngay cd khi vo tinh lgc vao thé gici khong thé i gidi ndy, chdng biét
lam sao dé tro vé, song ma khong hinh dung dwoc ngay mai diéu gi dang
cho doi, bon minh van la linh tinh nguyén w? N6 dd hoan toan tré thanh
taim bdng tén gdn chdt 1ay bon minh? Khong dwoc khéng dwoc. Tha cho
chiing t6i di! DU c¢6 nhirng suy nghi nhw vay thi trong 1ong Haruhiro cling
da quy€t dinh roi.

“Pi tht xem.”

Khéng chi minh Haruhiro. Yume, Shihoru, Merry, Kuzaku va dwong
nhién cd Ranta ntra, dwong nhw sau cung thi cudc s6ng cda linh tinh
nguyén da tha'm vao da thit ho. Trong s6 ho, ¢6 nguei thude tip cha dong,
s6” khéc thu dong, moi ngwdi déu cé thai dd va khuynh hwedng khac nhau
nhung suy nghi ctia ho dai khai van ludon chung mot dich dén.

Thue t€ 1a khong ai néu y ki€n phan ddi cda. Nao vét bun khdng phai
cOng viéc cua linh tinh nguyén. Thi trdn thay ma. Sao khong the di t&i d6
chi?

Nhom Haruhiro roi Lang Giéng sau khi dn sang. Dich dén cfia cd nhém
nam & ha lvu Séng Am, nhung ca bon quyét dinh chi men theo sdng thay vi
di han xudng bo song. B song c6 the 12 noi cw tri cha nhitng con thd hung
ac va chealng th€ biét dwgrc khi nao ching sé ldng 1€ lai gan r'oi ba't ngo’ tain
cong. Khong ai dodn dwgc dudi d6 ngoai ra liéu con c¢6 thir gi sdng & dau
hay c6 cdi gi tw dung xud't hién.

Quang sang nhw ngon lira d6t chdy dwong vién cua rang ndi phia xa
ban dau qua nhat nhoa nén khong an i dwoc bon cau chit nao ca. Ngay ca
khi anh lira khong phai mat troi &y veon cao, khung canh ciling chi & mirc
khong t6i mit nhe man dém chw chealng da sang sta d€ goi la ban ngay.
Khong biét t ldc nao cidu dad quen voi bong t6i chi ¢ mirc mo mo ay.
Dwong nhw cam gidc cda ciu v&i chi€u sdu cia man dém da tré nén nhay



bén hon. Khong sang, nhung ciing khong tdi. Bong t6i ban ngay da ti t&
voi Haruhiro hon trede ddy mét chiit roi.

Cau thd'y dwong nhw thinh giac clia minh cling t6t 1€n. C4u c6 th€ cam
nhan dwg'c mui cling nhw chuyén dong ctia khong khi. Khong can nhin, cu
cling nim bat dwoc kha khd vi trf, cdch di chuyén hay mirc do kiét sitc cia
dong doi.

Ching bao lau, mdt man swong tr Song Am kéo t&i, bao pht khép moi
noi.

(... Ki hi... Ki hi hi... Ki hi hi hi hi hi hi... Ki hi...) K&t khi dwoc Ranta
trieu h'6i bén ngoai Lang Gieng, Zodiakun cheamg m¢ miéng ma’y, nhwng
bay gio’, n6 dot nhién cwoii pha 1én.

“Tw dung... c... cai gi thé? Zodiakun...” Ranta r0 rang dang v0 cung
hoang so.

(...Thi... Ching ¢6 gi sat... I hi hi... That d&y... Chang c6 gi sat... I hi hi
hi...)

“Thé cang lam tao t0 mo con gi!”

(Ku hi... Pung d€y... Ranta... Khong c6... gi... Ku hi hi... dang phai lo
ca...)

“Khong, tao néi nghe né? Vi Zodiakun néi v&i cdi ki€u giy tdo mo nén
tao m&i tO mo chkr, m&i ca c lanh gy ki€u gi y nén may thdi gitm di?
Nay? Ne, Zodiakun? O hay? Sao lai cAm nhw hén th& ha? Tra 101 tao di
xem nao. Nay? Zodiakun...?”

“May ciing cAim m'6m chiit di, Ranta.” Haruhiro dang ¢& ging cdm nhan
nhtrng sy hién dién 1&n vén & phia bén kia bong t6i dwore bao boc bdi man
swong. “Cé 1€ Zodiakun dang thdng bdo cho chiing ta diéu gi d6. Phai biét
doan chui.”

“May khong thay tao dang ging hdi né xem ‘di€u gi dé’ la cdi gi day
ar’

(... Ki hi hi... May nghi... tao s& chi cho may ha... Ki hi hi hi...)

“Nghe nay, Zodiakun!? Xét vé& quan hé chu t& &y, hic 4m ki s nhu tao
la chd, con ac linh nhw Zodiakun chi 1a day t& thoi nhé!?”

Shihoru thdt 1€n, “Khong c¢6 dau, khong c6 dau...”, Merry phat bi€u
ngan gon, “Nguwoc lai 4y,” con Yume thi néi day tAm huyét, “Gid ma Ranta



t01 thi€u cling dwgrc mot phan nam tram sy dang yéu cua Zodiakun.”

“Ban Ranta dang yéu u?” Kuzaku lam bam r6i khé phi cuoi.
“U60006060 0 6i!” Ranta rong 1én. “Dam cdc ngwoi dirng ¢6 ma thich
gi ndi ndy veé to6i nhw the! Néu khong cam di thi t6i sé cho ca bon bi€t the’
nao 1a 1€ d6! To6i n6i nghiém tic d&y, chét tiét! Bay gio' ma’y ngwoi chudn
bi chirng ki€n t6i mot khi da nghiém tdc ra tay thi dang s¢ thé nao di...”

Nhung, khi thd'y Haruhiro ding chan va gio mot tay 1én, Ranta ngay
1ap tirc ngdm miéng.

Nhirng nguwoi khac cling ding lai va nin thé... Haruhiro ¢6 mot thoang
ban khoan, gio’ thi phdi lam sao ddy nhi?

Lép swong mil day dic khién ciu khong ddm chic dé 1a gi, nhung chic
chin phia trudc c6 thir gi da’y. CAu cdm gidc né giong mdt toa nha. Ca
nhém c6 nén di ki€m tra n6 cling nhau khong? Hay Haruhiro s&€ mdt minh
tién 1én thdm thinh? V&i dao tic, viec hanh dong mot minh cé phan dé
dang hon. D& hon nhwng ddng so hon.

“.. To di roi vé nhé.” Sy cang thzalng khién Haruhiro néi bing giong
trinh trong hon binh thwong.

“Nh¢ can than.” Ngwoi dap lai nhanh nhat 1a Merry. “Pwng lam gi qua
strc.”

Cdm on. To thdy minh c6 thé cd” gdng hon roi. Vi lai, Kuzaku, xin 16i
nhé.

Ma khong, dau cé gi can phdi xin 16i nhi? Ddu sao thi Merry ciing chi
quan tdm minh nhw mdt ngwoi dong doi binh thwong. Hién nhién la thé.
Dit chuyén chdc chdn la nhw vdy thi nhitng loi Merry néi vén la mot suw
khich 1¢é lon lao. Co d6 van dworc théi ma, nhi...?

Haruhiro rosi nhém, st dung thuét Sneaking [Lén 1dt] d€'tién vEé phia vat
the trong gidng toa nha.

Ngoai minh con co thw gi khdc dang di chuyén khong nhi? C6 vé khong.
It nhat la lic nay.

Huwdng cha swong, khong khi va gié déu da thay doi. Phai chiang c¢6
chudng ngai vat gi d6 can tréd khi€n cho hwdng gié bi thay doi w?

Haruhiro ti€n vé phia vdt do. Ciu nhin o roi. Mot ngdi nha. Mot ngoi
nha x4y bang d4. Tuy nhién, né dang trén da sup d5. C6 vé hinh d4ng ban



dau cda nd la hinh hdp, nhung by gio chi con lai khoang hai phén ba.
Haruhiro khong nhin thdy néc nha. Phai chang n6 da sup xuéng? Mot can
nha hoang.

Nha hoang khong chi ¢6 mot can. Con mdt can nra. Khong ding, con
nhiéu hon the". O dang kia, & chd nay, & tat cd moi noi. Thuc sy c6 rat
nhiéu.

Chud Unjou da néi la “mot dong do nat”. La day sao? Thi tra'n thay ma.
Day chinh la dich dén? Di€u d6 c6 nghia la...

Phdi gitr suy nghi... ching c6 mit & day.

Nhirng thdy ma khong phai ngwoi chét chwa xac dinh dwoe chan twong.

Haruhiro dp long ban tay 1én bo twong ngoai ctia cdn nha hoang dau
tién. Cau an th. N6 khong hé nhiic nhich. Ki€m tra xong, ciu quay lung
vao birc twong ngoai. Cau hit mét hoi. Truwoce tién minh sé thiv di vong
quanh biec twong nay. Néu vao trong dwoec thi... co nén vao thir khong nhi?
On khéng day? Thoi dwoe roi, cit lam mot vong da.

Haruhiro d4o mét nhin xung quanh, nghe ngéng ki ludng d& dé phong
1t thdy ma, di dwoc khodng ntra vong thi cau gap mot khoiang hé trén
twong. Khic nay la bac thém w? Phai ching & diy twng cé canh ctra?
Nhwng bay gior thi khong con nira. Haruhiro 16 nira mit ngé thir vao bén
trong. TO1 qua nén ciu nhin khong o, nhwng hinh nhw bén trong toan da
vun. Khong c6 chd d€ ma dit chan. Xem chung viéc tién vao kha 1a nguy
hi€ém. Chwra co thie gi giong thdy ma cd. Khong co ma, diing khong...?

Tiép nao. Sang ngdi nha hoang k& tiép. Haruhiro quyét dinh tham hi€m
ngdi nha & gan d6 nha't. N6 to hon ngdi nha tried'c mét chiit, mot nira phan
méi van con nguyén. O khodng hé ¢6 the coi 12 bac thém, khong c¢6 canh
ctra nao ca.

Mot cam gidc kho chiu. Cam giac... hay ding hon la am thanh. Ciu
nghe thdy né. Am thanh nay 1a gi vay? Crrapp. Brrapp. Kppupp. Grrapp.
Haapp. Nnngh. Jurupp. Papp. Pupp. Gupp. Khong phai 1a khéng ¢6 tng cr
vién kha di nao hién ra trong 6¢c Haruhiro. Nhung dau c6 tring thi c4u cling
chiing vui ndi. Tuy vdy, van ¢4n phai kiém tra.

Vira nham trong 1ong mot 1o chio twoi vui nhi't c6 the rang, “Lan dau
gdp mdt, Anh-Thdy-Ma...” Haruhiro vira quan sit bén trong ng6i nha tw
khoang hé.



Hén & dé. Hin dang & dé. Khong xa ldm phia dding kia. Mot sinh vat
hinh ngwo'i co dudi dang cuii xuéng lam gi do. Thdy ma day sao? Thir do a?
Trong hén binh thwong hon minh twéng. Nay Anh-Théay-Ma-Co-Pudi o',
anh dang lam gi thé?

Haruhiro cdm thay t0 mo. Nhung lic ndy ciu van nén rit lui da nhi?
Haruhiro dinh phat huy sy than trong thi€én bam ctia minh nhung khong
hi€u tai sao, Anh-Thdy-Ma-Co-Pudi lai quay vé phia ciu. A a a a... Minh bj
phdt hién roi sao?

Nhitng lic nhw thé nay viéc hét twong lén réi ddnh bai chudon dwoc coi
la ha sdch. Trwoe tién, minh phdi tham do dong thdi ciia hdn. Phdi chudn
bi cd tinh than va thé chdt, sao cho minh co the wng pho dwwoc ngay phong
tru’0’ng hop doi phiwong co y dinh tdn cong. O ma, hién gior vén chira chéc
hén la ké dich nhi? Biét dau hdn lai la mét sinh vét than thién ciing nén?
Co chuyén do khong nhi?

Thay ma c6 dudi nhat 1én mot thir trong gidng vi khi réi dieng day. Mot
th trong gidng vii khi, hodc ndi toet ra, né chinh la vii khi.

Cam mot thanh dao ludi cong va diy trong tay, thdy ma c6 dudi bit dau
budc di. Hin dang t&i. Hwedng nay. Tung budc chan nhe nhang. Hin mic
d'6 bdo hd trong nhw gidp xich, phan gidp vai chi con mdi bén vai phai, tuy
nhién van c6 gidp c0 tay va gidp chin, ddi mi sit nhung khong che mit.
Con méit. Dodi mit d6 13 the” qudi nao? Tring to4t. Khdng t&i mitc phdt sdng
nhung nhin chung hin c¢6 d6i mit mau tring. Tt cdi miéng 1&n cta hin
chdy ra mot thir cha't 1dng nhidy nhua.

Haruhiro li€c nhin vat th€ ndo d6 dang nam dai chd thdy ma cé dudi da
clii xudng lic trede. Cau khong ngac nhién. Va ciling chgng dao dong
nhiéu. N6 ding nhw nhirng gi cau da twdng tweong. Chi vay thoi.

Thir @6 ¢6 vé 1a sinh vat s6ng. C6 1€ nd ¢6 hinh thé€ giéng con ngwoi va
Haruhiro ddm cwoc téi tdm, chin phan ring né khong con séng. Minh
khong nhin ki, troi lai t61 nén ciing ch&ang thday ro, minh con chc“;ng muon
nhin, nén co lam sao ddu nhi?

Phdi chdang Anh-Thdy-Ma-Co-Dudi dang dung bita? Va minh da lam
phién? N&u xin 16i ma hén budng tha cho thi cdu rat vui Iong lam thé&,
nhung ga thdy ma da bit d4u ting t6c roi. DAy khong phai lic d€ xin 16i.



Haruhiro binh tinh ryt dau lai r61 chay nup vao bong ng6i nha hoang bén
canh. Goi la chay nhwng ra't 1ang I€, lang €.

“Shaaa!” Thay ma cé dudi thét 1én. Phai ching hin dang hdi, “May di
dau ro6i?”

Haruhiro c6 th€ nghe duoc tiéng budc chan clia hin. Ciu cin theo tiéng
budc chan ma di chuyén. Minh c6 nén 16i kéo hdn khong? Dy hdn téi chd
moi ngwoi? Lam thir xem sao nhi?

Pay 1a Thi trdn thay ma. N&u ga dé 1a thady ma thi nha't dinh khong theé
chi ¢6 minh h&n. Chéc hin con nhtrng tén khéac nwra. Tuy nhién, cdu khong
cam thay sy hién dién nao khac ngoai hén ta. It nhat 1a trong lic nay. Pang
nao thi nhém Haruhiro cling da tim th&y Thj trdn thdy ma va nhirng ngwoi
linh tinh nguyén nhw bon céu t&i ddy khong phai d€ du son ngoan thuy,
muc dich cta cd nhom la... ding... 1a di san. Ca nhém t&i diy d€ san 1d thay
ma, rat chuan hinh twong linh tinh nguyén. Thay ma c6 du6i la mot phép
thtr cyee ki phu hop.

Haruhiro dirng chan. Thiy ma c6 dudi dang ti&n lai gan. Hin xui't hién
tr géc twong. Khi d6i mét trdng todt cta hin trong thd’y Haruhiro, cdi
miéng khong I'6 ctia hdn mé to va phat ra mdt tiehg: “Kaaap...!”

Hén lao t&i. Puwoc ldm. Toi day di. Haruhiro bd chay. Noi moi ngudi
dang cho 1a... Khong sao cd. Minh da ghi nho cd phwong hwong ldn cw 1.
Minh sé khong nhidm lan. Cie chay theo hwong do di. Miac du ké dich kha
mau le, nhwng chi ¢dn Haruhiro chay hét t6c lwc, khong bao gior ¢6 chuyén
ciu bi hin dudi kip.

“Haru a...!?” Ciu nghe ti€ng Yume.

“Pich! T& du téi roi...!” N6i xong, Haruhiro voi vang bd sung. “Mot
tén...!”

“Ctr giao cho t¢&...!” Kuzaku dap lai. Pdy rdi. Trong thdy roi. Kuzaku
xu't hién v&i khién chén sin sang.

“Nho’ ciu ca ddYy...!” Haruhiro lao vé phia Kuzaku.

Ngay sau khi Haruhiro chay qua, Kuzaku st dung Block [Chan] d€ do
18y thanh dao cong cia thdy ma c6 dudi roi tung mot don Thrust [Pam
manh]. Thay ma c6 dudi khong ngan ngai lao 1€n. Kuzaku cting khong hé
1ui budre. Ca hai ddm sam vao nhau.



“Leap Out [Phéng ra]...!” Ranta lao mdt mach t&i bén canh thdy ma c6
dudi roi vung thanh gwom dai theo hinh s& tdm, “Ti€p nay, Slice [Nhat
chém chét choc]...!”

Do hiéu tng co gidt ctia thanh Lo6i ki€m Dolphin da hét nén céu ta
quy€t dinh ban né cho 10 rén, va bay gio, thanh ki€m yéu thich cta Ranta la
Betrayer MKII. Thiy ma c6 duodi dinh 1ah tranh bang cdch quing minh
xudng nén da't nhwng nhét ki€m cta Ranta da cham tring canh tay hodc
dau d6 trén ngudi han. Nhung khong chém duwoc gi cd, vi hin dang mic
giap xich.

Khi hin 1in mot vong roi dirng ddy, Kuzaku ngay 1ap tirc xong t&i, hét
mot ti€ng “Gu aaa...!” va bo thanh trwong ki€m xu6éng ké dich. Thanh
trrong ki€m nay Kuzaku nhat dwgrc & Dam Tdy T Thi, sau d6 nho ga tho
rén stra chira. Thanh ki&m dap manh vao mii sit khién g thay ma c6 dudi
rén 1i, nhung hin khong hé chun budc. Hin khong bd 16 nhip nio, vung
thanh dao cong ctia minh 1én r'di bit dau phan cong, budc Kuzaku phai lui
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veE. “... A a, chét ti€t, minh y€u qu4i...!”

“Pung cudng...!” Haruhiro nhic Kuzaku roi quan sit sau lung thdy ma
cO dudi.

Yume va Merry vira bdo vé Shihoru vira sdn sang doi 1énh. Vi ké dich
chi c6 mdt nén day 12 do6i hinh hop li. B&i 18, khong loai trir kha ning hin
s€ ¢O ti€p vién. Trong treong hop d6, Haruhiro mong Yume va Shihoru sé
ti€p tng ngay lap tirc. D1 voi Merry, ¢6 &y phai coi viéc bao vé Shihoru la
wu tién hang dau. Ta't cd moi ngwoi déu hi€u chuyén aYy.

(... I hi...) Zodiakun dang trdi lo' litng xung quanh. (Ranta... May chi
dwoe cdi mom thoi... I hi hi... Gidi quy€t nhanh 1én kia... I hi hi hi...)

“Cha c¢an may phai nhic...!” Ranta hiing hd tdn cdng thdy ma c6 duoi.
Sau Hatred [Nhéat chém thu han] 1a hai don lién ti€p nwra. Ti€p d6, cau ta
chém theo dwong chéo: mo6t nhat tir phia trén bén trai, mot nhat twe phia trén
bén phai. Khoanh khic lrdi ki€m Betrayer MKII cham vao thanh dao cong
ctia thay ma c6 dudi, Ranta tung chi€u Reject [Xua tan thinh nd]. Gia tri c6t
16i cta hic am ki si 12 viéc khdng triec tiép phan thing thua véi k& dich.
Mot chi€n binh s€ dwa ké dich vao theé” Bind [Chan ki€m], nhung hic am kj
s khong lam viy. Thay vao dd, anh ta sé day d6i phwong ra xa, hodc lam
chuyén huéng don tdn cong trong tich tic. L'an nay, Ranta dd khéo 1éo day
bat n6 lai. Bong thoi, cdu ta lui thzalng veé sau. Mdc du ndi la lui vé sau



nhwng ciu ta thic hién né v&i uy lye khong tam theong chiit nao. “Exhaust
[Bai xich hé]...!”

Thay ma c6 dudi hoi loang choang nhwng nhanh chong 18y lai duoc
thing bang. Ranta gidm chin xudng mit dat 14y da. L'an nay ciu xdng 1én
treedre, van voi mot to'c do chéng mit, “U raaa! Leap Out [Phong ra]...!”

Ranta c thé lao thzatng vao thdy ma c6 dudi. Cap tip nhw thé thi hin
khong thé tranh dwoc. Thanh gwom Betrayer MKII dam thezlng vao phan
bung trén cda thdy ma cé dudi. Choc thing dworc... hay khong? Ranta da &
tr the” c6 the diy ngd doi phwong. Tuy nhién, cdu nhdy xa khdi hin ngay
1ap tirc. “... Chét tiét...!”

“Hashaaa...!” Thay ma cé dudi cling bat ddy va vung vay thanh dao
cong. Han thim chi con khoé kho#n hon ldc trurde.

Kuzaku vira dung khién danh bat thanh dao cong vira X0 cd nguoi vao
g thdy ma cé dudi. Hin ngi 16n nhao nhung lai nhdm ngay ddy. “Gyaaaa!
Hyaaa...!”

“Pua, 1a sao...!?” Yume hét 1én. Qud thdt, vdy la sao chir.

“Thay ma ki€u quai gi day!” Ranta tic ludi. “Sao sttc sdng clia hin
manh duw...!”

Nhirng don tan cdng cta bon ciu chfmg 1€ déu vo tac dung? Vung bung
cta ga thdy ma c6 dubi gior da nhué6m mau den. 6 1a vi thanh Betrayer
MKII cida Ranta da xuyén qua l1&p gidp xich va da thwong co th€ cha thay
ma c6 dudi. Hin con bi Kuzaku dap treong kidm 1én dau va bj cau Yy tdng
cd nguoi vao nira. Thé ma trong hin van chging hé han gi. Hin khong dau
sao? Hin khong hé cam thd’y dau u? Hin dang trong trang thai hung phan?
Hay 12 do xiic gidc ctia han von khong nhay 1dm tir dAu roi?

Trudc mét, nén gia dinh ring ké dich khong biét t&i cam gidc dau.

DPAu tién phai phd hdng th& ding clia hin. Sau d6 tung don tin cong
lién ti€p cho t&i khi hin khong con cé thé€ ck dong. Trudc ddy, nhém
Haruhiro thwong xuyén qua lai khu thanh cti Damurou va sin lung t&i bén
bon goblin yéu hon minh. Chinh 1a chién thuat “danh hdi dong”, the da
khién ca doi vang danh Goblin Slayer. Bay gio’ ¢t 4p dung nguyén xi chién
thuat 2y la xong.

Vira ding lic Haruhiro dang & ngay sau lung ké dich. Hin mai ban tAm
toi Kuzaku va Ranta nén dwong nhw da quén mat sy ¢ mét cua Haruhiro.



DPiéu d6 khong ngiu nhién xuat hién. D& ké thi quén di sy c6 mit cia
minh, Haruhiro da cha ddng 1én It di chuyén that nhe nhang.

Backstab [Pam sau Iwng]? Spider [Nhén sat tha]? Khong dwoec.
Haruhiro chon céach khéac. Cau chay t&i, rang khong d€' 19 ti€ng bude chan.
K¢ dich van chwra nhan ra. Han khong hé quay lai. Haruhiro gidm nhdy nhw
mudn néi “Pén ldc roi!” Mot cd song phi cudc. Cau tung hét sirc dap ca
hai chan vao lung thay ma c6 duoi.

“Hy...!"” Hin ta nga ddi dui vé phia trede.

“Chinh ldc nay...!” Cr ddng cua Ranta c6 1€ con nhanh hon ca ti€ng hd
ctia Haruhiro. Kuzaku lao theo Ranta khong hé chidm tré. Haruhiro ciing
tham gia.

Tém lai 12 khdng cho phép ké dich ding ddy. Budc hin budng vii khi.
Khoa chat moi co’ hdi phan khang. Khong nghi vé nhirng viéc cao siéu nhu
12 chém hay dam. Panh that Iyc, ba't k& 14 bing dao hay ki€m. Ranta td ra
thanh thao ngay ca trong tinh hu6ng nhw th& nay. Cau ta khéo 1€o st dung
miii ki€m thdo mi st cta ké thu. Pdp vé ddu hin ra. Pdp cho ndt di.
Pirng cir dong nita. Pung chong cw nita. Van chwwa dwoc? Vin ngoan cé
a? Vay thi chang con cdch nao khdc. Bon tao phdi xir i triét dé thoi.

',,

Kuzaku de hdan xudng bang tdm khién. “ Aaaaaaaaaaaa...!

AAAAAAAAAA

vao cb ké dich. Tiép d6, cdu mic sirc viin xoén thanh ki&€m, khién hén ta
cudi cung cling ngung ctir dong.

“Hahhh...” Haruhiro lui lai dwa mét nhin xung quanh. C4u trong tha’y
Yume, Shihoru va Merry. Merry 1am ddu ngdi sao sdu cdnh ro6i nhim mét
trong chdc 14t, sau d6, co gat dau nhr mudn néi rang, “Moi viéc On ca roi.”

“Yeahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh...!” Ranta ning thanh Betrayer MKII 1€n vung
vay trén dAu mung chién thing va ngay khoanh khéc sau dé, ciu ta da nhay
bo tdi bén thi the cua thay ma c6 dudi. “O 1a la, & la la, hd hd hd, ha ha ha,
hi hi hi! Thix thdy ma thd1i rira nady, may ma khong mang theo moén gi ra h'on
12 khong xong dau! Tao s giét mayyy... ! D may chét ngic réi...!”

“... May that la...” Haruhiro qua la cling mudn néi mot cau, nhung xét
dén viéc minh cé quyén d€ néi nay néi ng Ranta khong thi Haruhiro khong
c6. Nhwng ma, cdi cach Ranta 16t bd 1&p do gidp xich cda thdy ma that qua



w xua't sic. Thadm chi c6 thé goi 1a diéu nghé, nhung Haruhiro chéng mudn
khen ngoi cau ta.

“H?” Ranta nhén 1én vat gi d6. “O hd hd ho hd hd hd hd ho hd...1?”

Kuzaku nang tA'm che miit cia mil st 1&n va thé dai, ... C6 cdi gi hay
ho ha?”

“Ten ten!” Ranta khoe thir d6 ra mot cach hanh dién, “kh6ng phai van
dé c6 hay khong nha...!”

Thanh thyc ma n,(’)i, trong ngwc Haruhiro dip li€én h'6i. Cau thdm nghi
c6 I€ d6 l1a tinh yéu. A, khong phdi thé'.

Thir dwoc ndm chit trong tay clia Ranta c6 s& lwong khong phai 13 mot.
Ma la nhiéu. N6 mau den, hinh tron...

“Oooaaa...” Yume hd hd'c miéng.

(13

... E?” Shihoru trong ¢4 vé van ban tin ban nghi.

“Gi day?” Merry nghiéng dau.

“Céi 10 nay that 1a, khdong phai dong xu den thi con la gi nra? Chua
hét!” Pay chinh la lic Ranta tod sidng nhit trong doi. “... Hin...! Bon...!
bong...! Lan...! Xin cdm on...!”

Haruhiro dinh cwoi r'6i lai thoi. Thay vi cam thdy vui swdng hay yén
tAm, cAu van con nhitng viéc khdc ¢An phai 1am. N&u khong ép minh nghi
nhw vay thi ciu sé€ lo’ 1a canh gidc mat.

Tuy nhién, tdn bon d6ng xu den sao? Né&u xét vé do Ion thi d6 1a bon
d6ng c& vira. B6n ruma. Haruhiro ty ki€m di€m ban than vi suyt nira da lai
“d&m cua trong 18”. Thdn trong. Cén phdi thdn trong. Can phdi chdc chdn.
Minh khong mudn vui miwng qud som. Minh khong mudn hi vong nhiéu roi
lai that vong. Bang cdch nay hay cdch khdc, minh budc phdi chung soéng
voi bdn than mong manh ndy va tiép tuc c¢d gdng trong nhitng ngay sip
lot...



9. Cach bo ol 1
. Gach boc bach noi long
- -

0l @’% 1a thdy ma, nhung bon chung cling ¢c6 mudn hinh van trang.

“Hay...!” Kuzaku tung mot chi€éu Bash [Dap bﬁng khién] dir doi vao mat
g thdy ma. Hin lui lai, nhung b6#n cdnh tay chia hin van veon ra dinh tém
18y Kuzaku.

“... Raa!” Ranta t bén phdi, “Chaaahhh...!” Yume tw bén trdi, ca hai
cung lao t&i chd ga thdy ma, Ranta diung thanh ki€m Betrayer MKII, Yume
diing dao sin tAn cong hai bén man swon hin.

“G6 bd 6 bd 6 w v!” Poi trong mét trang di cta ké dich sang loé 1én va
thr chad't nhdy mau nau phun ra tw cdi miéng giéng nhw khe nirt. Haruhiro
bam 1én ga thdy ma tw phia sau... roi thoc thanh doan ki€m vao cO hong
hin. Chi lo chém thoi thi thdy ma s& khdng chét. Hoiic c6 1& nén néi 1a
khong dirng lai. Khong ding lai cho t&i khi hoan toan tit thé chinh 1a dic
trirng cda 1i thay ma.

“Uwaaaaaaaa..!” Haruhiro diéu khién doan ki€m hong viin ¢ ké
dich. Tw trdi qua phai, t tredre t&i sau mot cach cye ki quyét liet. Gay roi.
bing hon l1a diet roi. Toan bd stec lwc d6t ngodt rovi bd than the€ ga thay ma.
Hén d8 guc. V& ding sau. Haruhiro ludng cudng roi khoi than thé hén
nhung bj mat thing bing nén ha canh bing mdng. Cau dinh quing dau ga
thay ma ra xa, nhwng r'6i, cdu bd y dinh &y va quy€t dinh nhe nhang dit n6
xudng da't.

“Yeah...! Lot @0 thoi...!” Ranta hung diing nhdy bo 1€n thi the€ cua ga

thay ma. DU d6 von la chuyén thwong ngay, nhwng Tan nao Haruhiro cling
nghi bd hén ta khong thé ti&t ché& cdi hanh vi man r¢' @@y hon mot chuit
duoc hay sao.
“... Haruhiro oi...!” Shihoru chi cdy gdy clia minh vé hwdng man
swong. Bén canh Shihoru, Merry 14p tirc tha th&” v&i cdy doan trueong.
Kuzaku thé g@p, nhac bong td'm khién 1€n, xoay vong cdnh tay phai dang
c¢am thanh treong ki€m.



Mot tén khdc a?

Haruhiro thé ra mot hoi r'oi dieng 1én. “Ranta, thé nao r'oi!?”

“Cho ti xem nao!” Ngay sau do, Ranta cd't ti€ng cwoi khing khuc tho
bi. “... R0i, roi, dwoe hai d6ng xu c& vira va mdt dong xu c& nhd, vi chi la
hai ruma va mét wen! Cling tam tam!”

“Néu xong roi thi mau chuan bj di!”
leng Ranta.

Yume dung dau g61 huych vao

“Huw, dung c6 da chir, d6 hai leng nay!”

(... Ki hi... Théi nao, nhanh Ién... D6 dan... Ki hi hi...)

“Zodiakun!? Ai cho may goi Master [Cht nhan] tao day la &6 dan ha?”

“Hop 14m daYy...” Haruhiro chiim chd nhin. Hin d&n r'di. Poi mét tring
di. Thay ma. Hin dang chay t&i. K& dich Tan nay trong hoi gidng loai cua.
N6 khi€n cdu nh¢ téi Cha tiém Cua Bw. S€ hoi kho ra tay, nhung céu
khong thé néi nhitng chuyén nhw vay dwoc. ... Hin ta ¢6 vé rat manh daYy.
Moi nguoi can trong nhé...!”

C6 muon hinh van trang ki€u thdy ma. Nhung & ching van ton tai
nhirng diém chung nha't dinh.

Xét vé bé ngoai thi d6 chinh 13 d6i mit. TAt ca thdy ma déu c6 mit mau
tring. Khong phai 1a ki€u khong c6 long den ma dwdng nhur c6 mot vat the
tring todt dwoc gin trong hd'c mét siu hoim clia ching. P6i mét Ay sé e
Ve trang thdi ban ddu khi ching chét, boi vay, day co6 vé 1a sy thay doi dén
tw qud trinh bién hod thanh thay ma.

Ti€p dén, hinh nhw thdy ma khéng cam nhan dwgc dau don. Nho vy,
chi can chwa chét hin thi di ndo va tim c6 bi phd huy hay tham chi bi chat
dirt d4u, chiing van sé tiép tuc hoat dong.

Dbi€m chung ti€p theo cla ching la an thit déng loagi.

Pam thdy ma khong hoat dong cuing nhau. D§i v&i thady ma, mdt thay
ma khac khong chi 1a ké dich, ma chinh xac hon, dé 1a mot con mdi.

Di bdy ngay troi qua k& tir khi nhém Haruhiro bit d4u di t&i Thi tran
thady ma. Trong khoang thoi gian d6, cd nhém da khong it Tan muc kich
canh twong dung bwra cia ddm thady ma. Lan nao cling 1a mdt thdy ma dang
an thit mot thay ma khac.



P4m thdy ma tdn cong 13n nhau, k& thing s& in thit va ndi tang cta ké
thua, sau d6 twdc doat nhieng vat dung c6 th€ dung. Nhitng dong xu den
cling bi chi€m lam cua riéng. Pay la kieu hanh dong dién hinh cta bon
chiing. Pung hon 13 cd nhém van chwa bét gip mot thay ma nio chéch ra
khoi hinh mau ki€u nay.

Né&u nhuw ta't cd thdy ma déu nhu vdy, thi Thi tran thay ma la mdt miéng
ngon d6i v&i nhém Haruhiro, nhirng ngwoi budc phai sdng voi danh nghia
linh tinh nguyén ngay ca khi ho da t¢i thé” gidi u sau dang so nay.

C6 nhi€u loai thady ma khac nhau. Sy khac biét gitra nhirng ca the' vé
kha nang chién dau 1a ra't Ion. C6 th€ c¢6 nhirng thdy ma cwc manh ma bon
Haruhiro chflng da sic d6i dau, va trong ngay mai, a khong, thAm chi l1a
ngay hom nay, bon céu ludn c6 nguy co’ cham trén chung.

Di nhién khong thi€u nhirng rui ro. Tuy th€’, vé co’ ban, cd nhém khdéng
can gid dinh t&i tinh huéng phai chi€n ddu v&i nhiéu thdy ma cling mot
ldc. Li do 1a béi, chiing khong chi khdng chia bé k&t phai ma con sin bét
14n nhau.

Mot di€m dang ngac nhién la khi mdt thady ma gdp nhoém Haruhiro cling
mot thAy ma khdc, hin sé chon thdy ma kia. N&u hai thdy ma d4nh nhau thi
d6 1a co hoi tdt d& “ngu dng dic loi”. Chuyén nay nghe c6 vé doc dia,
nhwng von di, cong viéc cua linh tinh nguyén thi hén ha hon 1a tao nha, bat
tuan phép tic hon 1a ¢6 1i ¢6 tinh. Haruhiro tuyét d6i khong the gié’i thiéu
cong viéc nay cho mot ngu’0'1 lrong thién, hay chi it 1a nhirng ngwoi mudn
tin ring ban than 1a ngu’0’1 tot. Thady ma thuwong chang budn d€ mit tdi
nhém Haruhiro ma chi ¢ gdng d4nh bai roi in troi nuot song doi thi thay
ma ctia minh. Chi cho ¢é th€’, tui Haruhiro chi viéc xim lai va x& gon ca
hai ga thady ma dang quan chdt 18y nhau. Vao nhing ldc nhw thé nay, du
khong thire si néi ra bang 1o thi phan 1én linh tinh nguyén déu sé nghi:
“Cho thi minh xin!”

Tién th€, nhirng ngwoi linh tinh nguyén khong dén mirc tror trén nhung
c6 the goi 12 hén nhét nhw Haruhiro sé kin ddo bao chita cho ban than ring,
ddau phdi minh cho rdng cit thé nay thi ngon, khong can nghi hodc gi cd. Vi
minh cdn séng sot, nén danh phdi lam thé théi. Trong lic tw lra d61 minh
nhw th€, cdu da quen r'6i. Du d6i khi cdu syc tinh va cam tha’y budn non,
nhwng sang t&i ngay mai, chic ciu s& lai quén di ta't ca.



Sau ngay di san thr bay & Thi trdn thdy ma, cd nhém quay trd vé Lang
Giéng. Khoan thu hdm nay la chin ruma va mwoi mdt wen. Trang bi ctia
bon thdy ma déu st mé tim lum va chi ddng mot wen mdi cdi, nén né&u
khong phai nhirng thir trong con t6t thi ca bon s€ khong mang vé. Khoi tai
san chung cfia cd nhém da vwot qud hai mwoi ruma, vi vay, tor ba ngay
trede, bon ciu bit dau phan chia tai san va mdi ngudi lic nay déu sé& hiru
vai ruma. Tién &n van nhw thwong 1€, mot ruma cho sui't dn clia sdu ngwoi,
mot ngay hai btra s€ ton hai ruma, nén vé co’ ban ca nhém c6 th€ chi ti€u
kha 1a dw da.

Hom nay, trong ldc tui con gdi tdm trwede, Ranta dd di nhau & cira hang
thire pham. Pung vady. Ctra hang thyc pham ¢6 ban ca regu. C6 may loai
reou dwgrec dong trong binh, loai ré gid chi mot wen. Haruhiro khdng nghi
ring reoru ngon dén thé nhung d6 cé vé 1a mén khodi khau ctia Ranta, va
dao gan ddy, hin thudng xuyén udng rieou. Rat ¢ the qud nira s tién clia
Ranta da boc hoi vi vu nhiu nhet r'oi.

Chinh vi 18 @6 ma ngay sau khi nhém con gdi tim xong, Haruhiro va
Kuzaku quyét dinh bd lai Ranta dang say bi ti d&€ nhdy vao tdm trudec.

Ca bon da lya chon mot dia di€m it gdy chi y voi cw dan Lang Giéng
d€ dao mot cdi ho' & bo song 1am noi tim rira. Thoi gian dAu ai ndy déu
h'6i hop lo au, nhwng dao gan day, cd nhom da cé the nhanh chéong céi bd
quan 4o va thdm chi con d¢’ 16 mat. BE @€ phong thi chi can dat may moén
nhur mii sit Ké bén, n&u c6 ai d6 bat ngo' di t&i thi nhanh chéng che mit lai.
Tinh t&i lic nay thi chwra xdy ra van dé gi nén ¢ 1€ moi chuyén van On
thoa.

Pam con trai by gio cling khong con qua ban tdm veé viéc khod than
trede mit nhau nita. Va lai, ngay ca khi do6i méit da dan quen v&i dém den
thi t67 van hoan tdi, n€u khong c¢& ma nhin thi ciing cheatng tha’y 10 duoc la
bao.

PAu tién, Haruhiro cing Kuzaku ria tay va mit & Song Am. Khong
hi€u sao ¢ ti€ém thyc pham con ban ca banh xa phong nén rat tién loi. Ho
tdm so’ toan bd than thé.

Sau d6, cudi cuing ciing d&n lic ngdm minh thw gian trong bon. Nwoc &
Song Am c6 nhiét @6 thap hon than nhiét, qua ding véi céi tén. Poi ldc, ca
bon cling muén dwgec ngdm minh trong h'd nwdc néng, nhwng néu cr néi
may chuyén xa xi d6 thi bi€t d&€n bao gio?



“... Phu...” Haruhiro cham rai xoay c0. Cau ti xoa bép ddi vai. Néu
Haruhiro ng'di cham mong xudng ddy bon tim thi nwrdrc s& xAm xap xwong
ba vai clia cu. Cau hoan toan c6 th€ dudi chin thodi mai. Tuy nhién, né c6
vé hoi chit chdi so v&i cor the€ to 1on ctia Kuzaku. Cao 1'n khdng phai lic
nao cling 12 1 the”. Du vy, Haruhiro van cam thay hoi ghen ti v&i cu AY.

“Cha,” Kuzaku vudt mit bang ci hai tay, “nhwng ma, viéc d6 ay. Gi
nhi? O thi... Om. Hom nay ciing mét ghé...”

“Cong nhan ddy. C4u da va't va nhiu roi.”

“Oi, khdng c6 dau, Haruhiro con mét hon té nhiéu &y. Té di 1a gi.”

“Nguoi ldc nao cling x6ng xdo la Kuzaku ma. T¢ thi, cau thdy khong,
chi tham thut ding sau thoi.”

“Cau phai dung cai ddu ma. Vay m&i mét chir. Theo mot nghia nao do,
t& chi toan 1Am nhirng thtt ciu bdo t& 1am thdi. Ki€u nhe mién 13 t& lam
theo thi moi chuyén s& &n bang cach nay hay cich khic. N6 gidng nhw 14
cau don s&n moi thit ra con t& chi viéc xoi thoi ay.”

“P6 1a nho Kuzaku da lam ra't to't vai tro cia mOt Tank [Chiu don] ma.”

“Cau nghi vay that a? Khong biét t& da lam tron nhiém vu cta minh
chwa nwa.”

“T¢ da bdo 1a lam t&'t ma.”

“Qi, chwa dau chwa dau. Cdi thing nhw t& thi...”

“Té dang khen ciu khd thwe long d6. Cau hoi khét khe v&i ban than
minh ro1.”

“Ciing mdt chut, nhi...” Kuzaku bdng dwng im 13ng. Mot khodng ling ki
cuc cho t&i khi cdu 8y ti€p lovi. “... Ma nay, wm, to cling khong ngo... thuc
ra ciing khong c6é nhiéu co' hdi nhw vay. Y t& 1a co hoi d€ t& c6 the néi
chuyén v&i Haruhiro. Nén 1a... t& ¢6 th€ hdi mot chuyén dwgc khong?”

“Ha? O, wm,” Haruhiro bdng tré nén bdi 161, “... ch... chuyén gi?”

“Chuyén vé ban Moguzou.”

“... Moguzou u?”

La chuyén do sao? Haruhiro tham nghi. Nhwng néu khong la chuyén do
thi con chuyén gi dwoc chir? DAu sao thi ciu ciing bj bat ngo. Cu chua
trng nghi dé€n viéc nghe thd’y tén Moguzou dugc thdt ra tt miéng Kuzaku.



“U thi cling dwore. TAt nhién roi. Nhung ma, Kuzaku... trm... ciu dau c6
trirc ti€p... ndi sao nhi, lién quan t&i Moguzou, ding khéng?”

“Um, dung the&". Tuy t& biét cau 4y 12 ai, ki€u vay.”

“..Cau to mo a?”

“Thi b&i Haruhiro va moi ngwdi khong néi. Vi du nhw 12 ching bao gidr
cac cdu so sanh t& v&i Moguzou ca, phai khong? Hodc chi it 1a khéng néi gi
voi to.”

“Pung 1a bon t¢ khong n6i... nhi?”

“Nhung qua nhién 12 t& van nghi vé chuyén d6. Rang khong th& nao
minh khong bi so sdnh dwgc. Minh c¢6 lam dwg'c nhe Moguzou chwra? Minh
c6 1ap dwoc khoang trdng ma Moguzou d€ lai khong? Pai loai the€. Xin
16i.”

“Kia... sao ty nhién lai xin 151 the".”

“A khéng, t& chi nghi ring khéng hé c6 nhitng chuyén nhw 13 14 vao
chd trong. TS khong th€ ndo 14p né dwgre. NG khong phdi thir ¢6 the 14p
day. Bong doi thi khong nhw the. Pwgc sat canh cing moi nguoi, t& cam
thd’y chir. Nguwoi ta van néi dong doi 1a thir khong the thay thé” dd’y thoi.
Tuy c6 cach n6i nghe thi gidng nhw 1a vi ké nay khong con nén cho ké khac
vao thé chd, nhung chuyén nao ¢6 don gidn vay. D thyc t& budc phai lam
thé thi bdn chi't né vin khac hoan toan. T¢ ciling khong biét phai néi the
nao ntra. Nhu ki€u, t& khong bao gio' c6 thé thay thé dwoe vi tri cia
Moguzou. Nhwng mat khac, t& mudn bao vé moi ngwoi theo mot cach khac
voi cdi cach Moguzou ting lam. T¢ 1a thanh ki si ntra, nén t& cam thdy
minh phai bdo vé cac ciu.”

“..Cau..”

Oi, khong dworc roi!

Haruhiro khum tay v6c nwée roi va 18y va d€'1én mat... Gi thé'nay, cdu
thoi ngay di. Tw dwng ddnh up to day a? Choi kho nhau qud. To dau co
gioi mdy vu nay.

Kuzaku khong don thuan 1a quen dan r'éi tredng thanh véi vai tro Tank
[Chiju don] mdt cach ty nhién. C4u &y thwong xuyén cadm nhén dwoc sy ton
tai clia birc twong cao voi vori mang tén Moguzou trong ldc ddi mdt va
chién dadu hét minh voi ké dich, cling nhw voi chinh ban thdn minh.
Kuzaku ¢6 ¥ thirc 16 rang vé muc dich, vi dong doi cdu sin sang d& mdu,



va thye t& ciu da d0 mdu that, trong khi miét mai nd lyc d€ tirng bwdre ting
buwdc hoan thién ban than.

Haruhiro qua thyc da nhin tha’y ta't cd nhirng diéu do sao?

Cau da hi€u tha'u nhitng c& géng, va't va ctia Kuzaku chwa nhi?

Du c6 bi gang mi€ng ra Haruhiro cling chealng d4m néi ring minh hiéu
hét. Cau dau c6 du ranh rang. N6i chung la lo cho ban than th6i dd mudn
b& hoi tai r'6i. Chang ai cdn may loi bao bién d6. Sy thwe 1a Haruhiro chwa
trng nhin nhin ding vé Kuzaku.

... Xin 16i cdu, to chi la mot thii linh bat tai, phdm chdt nao ciing thiéu.

Cui dau xin 13i cling dé thoi. Tuy nhién, diéu gi s& t&i sau khi xin 15i
Kuzaku cor chir? C6 1€ né s€ khién tdm trang ctia Haruhiro thodi mai hon
mot chit, nhung chic chin chi c6 vay. Pon thuan 13 mot hanh ddng ty xoa
diu ban than.

“Moguzou ay ma...” Haruhiro bit mii lai va tho ra bﬁng miéng. Chét
tiét. Minh sé khoc mat. Khong, minh on ma. Minh chiu dung diworc. “Cau 8y
12 ngwdi dong ddi quan trong cta bon té. Ping vay. TS nghi ring khong ai
thay th&” dwoc dau. Bon to khong th€ quén cdu &'y, va bon t& sé khong quén.
Nhung ma... cu &y da chét réi. Moguzou da khong con nwra. Cling khong
phai vi thé dau, nhwng bay gio... Kuzaku, ciu la Tank trong to doi cua
ching ta, va bon t& cling chi ¢6 minh ciu.”

“Ha?”

“Ha ha...” Kuzaku che mit bang ddi tay to 1é'n ciia minh. “T& khéc mat
roi. Budn cwoi that...”

“T¢ khong cwoi dau...”

“Tha cau ctr ceoi con t6t hon. Chuyén nay thit xadu ho.”

“Khong hé c6 chuyén do.”

“Nhirng chuyén nay cdu dung ndéi cho ai biét dwore khdng? Nhat 1a
Ranta.”

“... Cau nghi t& s€ néi ha?”

“T¢é khong nghi thé”. Chi 1a @€ phong thoi.”

“T¢é khong néi dau.” Ch.’fmg bi€t vi sao, Haruhiro dung ngén tay bung
nwde vE phia Kuzaku.



“Nay nay!” Kuzaku ciing hit nwdc nguoce lai. “Gi vay! Ci¢ nhw tré con

xy1”

“Cau cling the"”

“Cau bit du trudec ma.”

“Thoi to dwng, dwoc chwa?”

“Thé khong?”

“T¢ thé, t& the.” Via néi dat loi, Haruhiro da voc nuwdc té 1én nguoi
Kuzaku.

“Bi€t ngay cdu s€ lam vay ma!” Kuzaku ciing 14p tirc phan cong.

Cho d&n khi Haruhiro b4t d4u cam thdy ngd& ngan va nghi bung ring:
“Minh dang lam cdi qudi gi thé nay...?” r'oi cudc chién té nwdc di dé€n hoi
k&t thic cling phai ma't kha kha thoi gian. Cau thuwe sy khong hi€u hai dira
dang lam cdi quéi gi nura.

Tuy nhién, vui d@y ch. Chuyén nham nhi t&i mrc ciu thdy budn cwoi
twr tAn day long. Cau c¢6 cam giac né€u la bay gio thi cau ¢6 thé' ndi ra dworc.

Haruhiro thd’y minh nén thflng thdn hdi cau 4y. Can 1am rd rang moi
chuyén. Nghe c¢6 vé ki cuc, nhung Haruhiro thyc 1ong mong cho Kuzaku
dwoc hanh phic. N6i nhw vy c6 hoi cwong diéu khong nhi? Khong dau,
nha't dinh 1a khéng cé chuyén d6. Hién gior, nhém Haruhiro budc phai sinh
sdng & day. Gia du nhw thoi gian d6 1a m6t nam, hai ndm, thdm chi 1a nam
nam, mwoi ndm hodc hon thé€ nira thi sao? Bon ciu khong th€ cir mai sidn
bit, &n udng, ngd nghé r'o6i lidp di ldp lai nhitng chuyén dé v&i twr cach linh
tinh nguyén dwoc. Ai roi ciing s& phai bit dau mot cude sdng mai. Cheamg
han nhw xin cw dan Lang Gi€ng cho phép xdy dung mdt ngdi nha trong
lang. Hodc 1a nhin trede teong lai ma di tim mot cong viéc khac ngoai san
bét.

N&€u ca hai bén déu wng thuan thi cling c6 thé tré thanh v ch'ong. Khi
nhirng dira tré ra doi, td't ca s€ cing nhau nudi dwong va bao vé ching, diéu
d6 ¢6 the s€ trd’ thanh dong lyc s6ng clia moi ngwoi.

O thoi di€m hién tai, tt cd chi 12 gidc mo hay ding hon 13 nhitng
tedng twong troi n01 trong tam tri Haruhiro, nhung nhirng chuyén d6 hoan

toan cé the xay ra. O noi day, du c6 chuyén gi xay ra cling chang ai 18y lam
la hét.

“Nay Kuzaku, t& cling ¢c6 mot chuyén mudn hai cdu... dwore khong?”



“Puroc chir. Chuyén gi vay?”

“Thyc ra chuyén nay ciing hoi toc mach, nheng ma...”

“Quan hé gitta t&' v&i Haruhiro thi viée gi phai ngai... A khong, vira roi
t& hoi hang qua da roi nhi? Lai thém mot phen x&u ho roi...”

“Tw dung tha’y kho néi ghé...”

“Phai d&y. T s& rit kinh nghiém. A, nhung ma cdu hdi gi ciing dwoc,
that da’y. T¢ nghi 1a minh co’ ban chzatng c6 chuyén gi can gidu dau.”

“Th&’, th& thi...” Haruhiro hing giong. Gi vdy ne? Minh bi i tai sao?
Hay khéng phdi? Minh dang cdng thing t¢i nwe cweoi. Lam sao cho hét bay
gior? Minh diing 1a chdng gidi néi may thir nhw the’ naty ma. Thé ngworc lai
thi riit cuc minh gidi cdi gi cor chir? Hinh nhw chéng co gi. Thoi dwoc roi.
Cit binh thwong thoi. Minh sé héi thing. Chi ¢6 cdch dé thoi. “Th... Th&
nao roi? Véi Me... Me... Me... Me... Merry ay?”

Cén roi. Cin phai lwdi roi. Cdu mudn ndi that tron tru, ra vé diéu dé
chealng cé gi to tat. Nhwng cau khong lam dwec. Tom lai, viéc nay qua sitec
cau. Haruhiro da dd'c hét kha nang ctia minh roi.

“A a...” Kuzaku cin mdi trén bing ring ham dwdi, mot dong tic cé chiit
khéo 1éo n&u xét t&i viéc dy chi 1a cin mdi. “Thé nio... tirc 12 sa0?”

“Ha? Om. Thi d6, chuyén d6... Gi nhi? Chuyén d6? Tai vi... nhi?
Kuzaku v&i... Merry. N6i thé nao bay gio’ nhi...?”

“T& v&i... ban Merry... lam sao co?”

“Ua, Ga? C... Cu... byc minh ha?”

“Khong, t& ¢6 byc minh dau.”
“Ay khéng, tai vi, trong cau, c6 v& tirc gian...”
“Khong phai, t& da bao la khong gidn ma.”
~ “Khéng, khong. Chéc chin ciu dang ra't khé chiu ding khong? Trong
sdc mat cau kho coi qua the.”

“Khong phai th€'... A a...” Kuzaku dap bom bop hai tay 1én dau minh.
“Gur... Nén ndi thé’ nao day? Khong phai thé” dau, that dd’y. Té khong hé
khé chiu ma. Hon ntra, t& v&i cad Merry lam sao co’? Cau hoi 1a bon t& thé
nao roi a? Oa...”

“Nay, nay, Kuzaku, binh tinh lai di.”
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“Sao ma binh tinh dwoc chiri.



“T¢& biét roi. Ejéu r0 rang dang k}{f)ng binh tinh. Trong cau khong khac
gi dang ma't tri. Ua? Ta... Tai sao? Y t& la, Kuzaku v&i Merry dang hen
h..”

“T& hi€u roi! TS s& k& tudn tw cho ma nghe.” Kuzaku bdt dau minh hoa
bang nhitng ctt chi dit khodt. «... U thi, gilra t& va ban Merry di c6... nhiéu
chuyén. Khong, khong c6 gi dau. Té ludn nghi ring cd Ay that tuyét. N6i
thang ra la... th€ d6. T¢ tha’y thich cb &y.”

“..Um.”

“Ngoai hinh ciing rat xinh dep, nhung ngwoi do, lai con thi vi, ding
khong? Khong bi€t phdi néi thé nao, c6 &y nghi€m tic nhwng dau dé lai
khé c6 the trong ciy duwoc. Khé trong cdy dwrgre? Chac khong phai? N6i sao
nhi? D& thwong phai khong?”

“...Ha? Chéc... th&"”

“Té &y ma, nghi nhw vy ddy... Nén &, t& phai 1ong ¢6 &y. To ¢b vai cor
héi néi chuyén riéng v&i cd Ay va da ¢6 phat ‘tin hiéu’ cho ¢b &y hiéu...”

“...Nhw cdi Tan & Can c Tién don Dong C6 Ddc ha?”

“Ha? Cau bi€t r'oi v? Cau nhan thay a?”

“... Chat chut.”

“Cha, 1a gi nhi? C6 1& c6 Ay 1a nguoi hoi dé bi 1an lwdt. Hodc goi 1a
ki€u tdm If y&u hay lo toan. B&i vay, hé t& dé nghi theo dang mudn xin cd
dy loi khuyén vé nhirng chuyén phién nao thi cd &y luén nghe t& néi. Hon
ntra, cu bi€t day, cd t& va Merry déu la nhirng thanh vién gia nhép sau.
Bon t& ¢6 cdi goi 1a di€m chung, ki€u thé".”

“...Ravay.”

“T& ¢6 cam gidc moi thit dién ra khong dén ndi té. Ki€u nhwr co Ay
khong thd’y kho chju veé t&. Bau khong khi gitra hai dira ra't t6t. To da nght
nhw vay day.”

“...Rala ciu nghi vay.”

“Phai! T¢ da nghi nhw vay. Vi the’, d6 1a ldc t& nén tién, ding khong?”

“... Tién di dau?”

“Thi la té tinh &y.”

“...Cau td tinh ha?”



“Té tinh chir. Cha nhé cir € moi thr map mo nhw thé sudt? Cam giac
khong thodi mai chit nao. Cho ca ddi bén.”

“..Lath&...thata?”

“Thi mdi ngwoi mdi khdc. Nhuwng t& 1 vay, t& s€ tién tdi khi thiy cor
hoi.”

“...Cau dan c6 Ay ra ngoai?”

“ffm, vi chuyén kiéu gi ciling s& tré nén ling nhing ma. Vu d6 1a &
bong C6 Boc.”

“... Tredre khi ching ta tré vé Alterna mot Tan?”

“Um. O? Sao cau biet? A, khi d6 Haruhiro khdng c6 & trong Téu. Chrfmg
nhé€ ciu da thay bon t& & ngoai?”

“... Th@y mdt thoang thoi.”

“Hay. Vay 1a ciu trong tha’y roi. Oi ngai qud. Pung vdy, sau d6, t& di td
tinh voi... Merry. T¢ ¢ twdng minh s€ thanh cong. La tdn c6ng than toc
day.”

“... Tan cong than t6c?”

“Vay ma khong phai. Ngwoi d6 ra't rach roi. Nghi lai thi thdy ¢ &y da
luén vach rd mdt ranh gi¢i. Chéc 1a chi c6 minh t& ty y hi€u nham, tat ca
chi 1a phong dodn dya trén hi vong cda t&, néi cach khac 1a chi ¢6 to nghi
quan hé cua hai dtra ti€n tri€n cling khong t6i.”

“...Tém lai 1a sao?”

“Nhu thé¢ nay ne.” Kuzaku thu cim lai va khé 1ic dau. “Khong dwere.”

“... Didu bd d6 1a... bat chuwdc Merry ha?”

“Um. Tu t& thay cling giong phét. Co &y chi tra 101 diing mot cau. Ta't
nhién sau d6 cd &y ciing c6 giai thich. Riang 13 d6ng ddi thi phai biét y, c6
th€ trd thanh ban nhwng trén mirc d6 thi khéng. R6i thi bay gior cd Ay
khong c6 dy dinh &y. C6 &y khong mudén dam dau vao roi mai mé voi
nhung chuyén nay? Dai loai the. Ban Merry c6 vé thdy dy ndy, nhung
ngwoc lai, t& cam gidc minh vira lam mot chuyén chang ra gi. Thé nén, t&
béo ring t& xin 18i, t& khong mudn hai dira khé x& nén nho co Ay cit tiép
tuc cur Xt nhw tr tredre tdi gior. Pai loai vay. Um, ki€u nhw vay d6.”

“...Toém lai la...”

Hai ngwoi... khong hen ho? La nhw vdy? Diing khong...?



Haruhiro nhan th&y minh dang dén chim xudng. Nuwdc cham toi cam...
roi t&¢i miéng... chang ma’y chdc da t&i mii. Nay nay, minh sé chét dudi
mdt.

“Haruhiro...?”

“A w!” Haruhiro vdi vang chiﬁh lai tw th&, ngoi 1én mat nwdce, tranh
khodi pha chét dudi. “... Ra 1a the’. O... Vay... 2? T& ctr chic mam... néi sao
nhi, hai cu chi khong k€ ra théi... chir 1a ki€u d6... 4y? Té nham... roi a?”

“Néu moi thir sudn sé thi to cling dinh n6i cho moi ngwoi. M&y chuyén
nhw thé" n€u gitr im ldng thi cling hoi ki. Chang ai thich bi nguoi khac gid'u
gidu gi€m gi€m, dung khong?”

“T& s& khong thay dé chiu... C6 1. Diing la nhu vay.”

“Khong th€ thong bdo dang hoang duwoc, t& ciing tiec 1dm.”

“... Ciling phai.”

“A, cu tinh an 0i t& d6 ha?”

“... Dai loai th&?”

“Khong céan dau. To da veeot qua chuyén do6 roi. Tinh ra, k€ ca bay gio,
thich thi t& van thich thoi, va n€u néi 12 hoan toan khong d€ y nira thi sé
thanh néi d&i. Nhwng gio’ khong phai ldc cho chuyén nay.”

“Um...”

“Té thd'y may chuyén yéu dwong the 1a da 1&m roi. It nhat 1a & thoi
diém hién tai. Giao lai cho ban Ranta. Mac du ciu ta c¢6 € 1a ki€u khac.”

“Trudng hop ctia hin thi nguyén thuy hon, hoic ciing c6 thé néi 1a tré
con ay...”

“Cau ta théng thin nhi? T& thich di€m d6 & cdu ta.”

“T thi ching wa 1§m...”

Kuzaku vira cuoi ha héd vira dung doi ban tay to 1on v0 1én mit ma’y cdi.
C6 1€ cau ay chwa han da hoan toan vwgt qua nhw nhirng gi ciu &y noi.
Haruhiro nghi vdy. Nhwng khong phai vi th€ ma cdu &y cén nguwoi khac
chdm lo cho minh. Kuzaku dang huwdng vé phia truede.

D&i lai, Haruhiro thi sao? ... Minh khong hiéu ldm, nhwng trwde tién,
chang phdi minh thdy qud nhe nhom w? Vi co gi ma minh lai cdm thdy an
tam dén thé nay...?



10. Diem cong va diam trir

hi trZy/'thdy ma khong chi by hon Lang Gi€ng, ma cé 1€ con rong hon ca
Alterna. Hinh nhw né 1a mét d6 thi kha 1o treedre khi bi pha huy. Va dwong
nhién, ngly xwa tirng c¢6 ra't nhiéu nguwdi sinh sdng. Chic chin khong chi
¢6 hang nghin ngwoi. Phai thém mot chir s& nira, hang van ngwoi.

O trung tdm thi trdn ¢ mot toa ki€n trdc 1on gidng gidng lau dai.
Gi6ng gidng, hay no6i chinh xac hon, do dich thi Ia mdt toa lau dai. Quan
sat thi thay 1au dai nay dwoe cau thanh bdi toa thap chinh cing tam toa
thap khac bao quanh. Trong tdm thdp &'y, ¢ ba toa da do sup, hai toa chi
con lai mot nira. Thap chinh hAu nhw khong bi phd huy nhung van ¢én t&i
ri't nhiéu diing khi d&€ mé canh ctra bing kim loai d hoen gi ma bwdc chan
vao trong. Va lai, lam th& nao m¢& dwgc mot canh ctira khong may may nhic
nhich du ca bon da kéo va day thir co chx? Pi mdt vong bén ngoai lau dai,
nhém Haruhiro phat hién ra th€m hai ctra hju, nhwng ding 1a ca bon khong
du quyét tim d€ budre vao. Noi nay don gian la qua v dang so.

T 1au dai c6 ba con dwong 16n 14t d4, kéo dai vé hwdng Béc, hwdng
Nam va hudng Tay. Gitra mdi con dwong lai ¢6 mot quang treong. La ling
thay, trén nhirng con dwong va quang treong rong thénh thang nay ra't kho
bit gip thdy ma. N6i ngwore lai thi diéu da’y c6 nghia nhitng con duong 16n
va quang treong 1a noi khd an toan.

Phia Bic thi trdn c6 nhiéu ngodi nha di bi pha huy dé dang hodc hau
nhw sup d6 hoan toan. Hon nira, dwong nhw cang ti€n gan vé phia Song
Am thi tinh trang d& nét cia cdc ngdi nha lai cang tré nén 4c liét.

PhAn phia Nam tinh tr chd 14u dai van con gitt dwgc dang k€ nhirng
phd phwong xwa cii. DPéc biét 1a ving Tay Nam thj trdn, né€u khong c6 thay
ma thi ¢6 the sinh s6ng dwgrc. Tuy nhién, t6t nhat nén suy nghi mot cich
thire t& ring s& c6 thay ma trong chinh nhitng ngdi nha viing chii Yy, chi
dung mo’ tedng gi d€n chuyén sdong tai diy. C6 vé nhw 1d thdy ma cling cin
nghi ngoi, nén d6i khi bon cau lai bét giip ching dang ngl ding sau ngd



hém hoadc dudi bong twong d6. Tuy nhién, thdy ma s€ tinh gid'c béi nhirng
chuyén rdt w vdt vanh nén viéc danh tp lic ching dang ngu cling cuc ki
khé khéan. V€ viéc bon thiy ma lam gi trong nhirng ngdi nha, tuy khong
biét sy thyc thé ndo, nhung du ching dang ngl say di ntra thi van s& tinh
ddy vi nhirng Aam thanh rat nho. Sau d6, ching s€ lao t&i tin cong ké xam
nhap mot cach hét sirc hung hang. Néu khong mudn bi mot phen kinh h'on
bat via thi drng nén mo vao trong nhirng ngdi nha ¢ Thi tran thdy ma.

Lan swong mu kéo dén tr Song Am phu day dic & nia phia Pong thi
tran, nén tam nhin not1 day cyc ki han ch€. Vi vy, nhom Haruhiro loanh
quanh & ntra phia Tay thi tradn d€ tim ki€'m thay ma. Péc biét, khu phé” tich
cho ndm & phia TAy Béc, hoic Quan Kho, noi c6 tan tich cia nhitng cong
trinh to 1&n trong nhw nhitng nha kho, chinh 13 muc tiéu ma cd bon nhim
toi.

Hinh nhw thay ma ciling c¢6 cAp bac hay thir hang gi d6. Viung phia Pong
Béc thi trin toan thdy ma y&u, ti€p theo 1 khu vic Tay Béc, roi dén DPong
Nam, Tay Nam [an lwot ¢c6 nhirng thay ma manh hon. S6 lwong thay ma
thi ngwoc lai, phia TAy Nam nhiéu nhat, roi d&n Pong Nam, Tay Béc,
Pong Bic thi thwa dan. Poi v&i bon thdy ma &n thit 14n nhau, noi c6 mat
do thdy ma cang cao thi cang c6 kha ning bit dwoc mdi, tinh canh tranh
cling cao twong wng. Theo ludt manh dwoc yéu thua, cd 1on nudt ca bé,
dwong nhién nhirng thdy ma manh s€ s6ng sét.

Tuy vay, ké y€u ciing c6 chi€u tro riéng cta ké yé€u. Nhirng thay ma ha
cAp nha't hi€u 16 ban than nén s& di chuyén d4n 1én phia Pong Bic hong
tim ki€m nhtrng con m6i ma ching c6 th€ danh bai. O d6 chi ¢6 nhwrng thay
ma yéu &t nhw nd ma théi. Trong lic gi€t va an thit nhirng ké yéu, né dan
cé dwoe sy ty tin, dong thoi cdm thady bat man voi s& lwgng con moi it oi
va tim duong sang phia Tdy Béac. N&u sdng sét duoc & d6, né lai hwdng
dén vung Pong Nam. Va cudi cung, n6 s€ ti€n vé khu vec Tay Nam, noi
nhitng thiy ma “gao cdi” nha't quy tu lai, chién d4'u va 4n thit 1an nhau.

Bon Haruhiro cd ging hét sirc khong di vé phia TAy Nam thj tran. B&i
& d6 c6 ddy nhéc dam thady ma khong theé xem thwong, voi cach danh quyét
liét, hay né6i ding hon la dién cudng. Ching cé théi quen bi€n ta't ca moi
tht trong fam tay thanh vl khi d€ ném va wa thich tro tdn cong ba't ngo.
Ching thwong lao ra tung mot don tat sat vao ké dich, 16 ¢6 trregt thi danh



bai chuon. No6i chung, bon thdy ma manh phia Tay Nam d€u gian tra.
Puwong nhién cling c¢6 nhirng thdy ma manh hung han phi thwong.

Co6 Tan, Haruhiro da ching ki€n twr xa canh an thit d6ng loai cia mot
thAy ma manh. Hén thyc si rat nguy hi€m. Véc dang cta hin trong hét nhuw
mot con su t ding thgng trén hai chin sau, chiéu cao tir ba mét dé€n ba mét
rwdi. Hin d4nh bai mot thdy ma manh khdc trong nhw con ga'u va tham chi
con 16n hon hén bing hai don dA'm d4 lién hoan, r'oi nhe nhang nhac bong
c4i than hinh d'6 s6 cta d6i thd. Khoanh khic ti€p theo 1am Haruhiro phai
nghi ngo’ d6i mét ctia chinh minh. Thay ma sw ttr dé dang xé thAy ma gd'u ra
lam d6i. Héin manh dén miec nao vdy?

Khi tim minh trong con mwa mdu, hin 6 rang di rung minh sung
swong roi cat giong cwoi vang. Pay khong chi don thuén 1a dang s¢. Lai
gan hin chéc chén s& bj giét trong nhdy mét. Tham chi ching t&i gan ciing
tha’y ¢4 nguy co’ bi gi€t ludn roi.

Chinh vi vay, phia Tay Nam cua thi trdn qua nguy hi€m. Ca bon thay
ma ving D6éng Nam ciing thé€". Ching s€ 1én lit ti€p can gitra 1o'p swong mu
day dac khién cho viéc ddi pho tré nén khé khan. S6” lwgng thdy ma & phia
DPoéng Béc thi qua it. Do d6, TAy Béc trd thanh khu virc dwge xem 1a “vira
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dep”.

D&i v&i tui Haruhiro, viing TAy Bic Thj tran thdy ma 12 bdi siin c6 the
ndi la I twdng, khdong dau cé the phu hgp hon.

MOot, triét ti€u sy tOn tai cua ban than, Tiém - Hide.

Hai, di chuyén trong khi vain xo4 bd sy t0n tai, Phil - Swing.

Ba, huy dong moi gidc quan d€ phat hién sy ton tai ctia ké khac, Poc -
Sense.

Van dung t61 da Stealth [Kn hinh], tuyét ki cua Chiéu an trdm, Haruhiro
ti€n 1€n nhe nhang nhr mdt cdi bong.

Trong ldc st dung ki thuat Stealth [An hinh], Haruhiro khong cdng
cirng khop dau gdi hay khuyu tay ma ludn gite cho ching c¢6 d6 cong mot
cach mém déo. Ciu khom nguwoi, cong lwng, khéng ciang cirng cd, uyén
chuyén dwa chan vé phia trede trong lic van duy tri tw thé ¢6 thé 14p tiec
h&p thy ba't c&r chdn dong nao dén tw phia bén ngoai.

Haruhiro khong tap trung vao mot di€m ma nhin bao quat tong the. Noi
cho dé hinh dung thi gi6ng nhw cdu dwa con ngwoi ra tn phia sau dau.



Thyc ra cAdu mé rong tam nhin bang cich di chuyén nhan ciu va xoay c0,
nhung n€u thyc hién tdt ki thuat nay thi cé thé quan sat ca phia sau lung,
noi ma von di ngwoi thweong khdng tha’y dworc.

Khong phai chi nghe bang tai. Ma cdm nhin 4m thanh bang ca co’ thé.
Bién toan than thanh mdt thi€t bi cdm wng, ti€p nhén ta't ca cac kich thich
va thay doi chir khong chi 4m thanh.

Bon Haruhiro phat hién duegc mot thdy ma dang 16 mat ra va tham do
trai phai tor mot kho chira d6 nat trong Quan Kho. Ca bon ¢6 nén tong ti€n
cong khong nhi? Cé diéu, bon thdy ma viing Tdy Bic khi nhan thay bat loi
thwong s€ chay tr6n ngay. Pac biét, ga thdy ma kia ¢6 tang ngwoi chi fAm
Ranta, tuy d6i mil sit, mic 4o gidp trong c6 vé 12 loai nhe, tay ¢am vii khi
hao hao thanh kich ngén, hin diu d6 van toat 1én vé sor hidi. Trong hin
khong ghé gém cho 18m. Piéu d6 khong ching td dwoc rang hin yé&u,
nhung Haruhiro dy cdm 13 hén c6 thé chay trdn, nén ciu quyét dinh di
chuyén ra sau lung ga thdy ma. N&u c6 th€ k&t lidu hin ludn thi tot, con
n&u nhim khong gidi quyét dwoce thi ciu c6 th€ d'on dudi hin t&i chd cic
dong d6i dang cho. Chi ¢ Ranta phan d6i phwong an nay. Piéu dé c¢6
nghia la ct ti€n hanh thoi.

... Hién gi®, cdi lung clia ga thdy ma dang & ngay trwedc mat Haruhiro.

Khodng cdch khong t¢i mwoi mét. Tam mét. Ma khong, Haruhiro van
ti€p tuc di chuy€n nén chi con bay mét. Sdu mét.

N&u néi rang khong hé cing thging thi chi 1a n6i déc. Nhwng, khi nhin
vao lwng muc tiéu, Haruhiro lai binh tinh mot cach la theong. Pay co 1€ 1a
ban tinh dao tdc. Hay chi ¢c6 Haruhiro m&i thé théi? Cau doc vi dworc kha
kha ttr Iwng va hinh dang phia sau cda cac sinh vat. Ngay ca trong tinh thé&’
cap bach hon, chaalng the binh tinh quan sat dwoc thi dang vé phia sau &Yy
van cung cAp cho Haruhiro ra't nhiéu thong tin hiru ich.

Thit d& nhan biét nhat 14 viéc hin c6 phai k& doi trd hay khong. Tinh
cach chan phwong hay noi loan. Thealng thin chinh trec hay da muu tdc tri.
Co6 phai 1a loai tin twdng dwgrec hay khong.

Ga thay ma nay thudc loai doi tra, khong don gian, thich Iwa doi
phurong vao bdy va tuyét doi khong dwoc phép dit 1ong tin. Haruhiro cdm
nhan dwoc nhw thé tor ddng ngwoi nghiéng nghiéng va cach van strc di dang
ctia hdn. Nhung hin lai ndng can. N6i doi nhitng chuyén hién nhién va dé



dang bi 16. Cht yéu dwa vao khiru giac d€ tim ki€m nhirng con m6i ngu
ngd’c c6 the€ rovi vao by clia minh.

Néu thdy khong thé’ thdng dwoc thi tén nay sé chudn ngay nhi? Xin 10i,
nhwng tao khong de’may lam thé dau.

Haruhiro nhe nhang rit doan ki€m ma khong hé gay ra ti€ng dong. Bao
ki€m da dworc cah than quét sdn mot 16p dau.

Chi con ba budrc, hai bude, roi mot bude. Khong dwoe nghi rang budce
nao day la ddc biét. Lo ma c6 cam gidc dac biét thwa thai nao do s€ cang
khié¢n cho d8i phwong phat hién dé dang hon. C6 Barbara da tirng néi rang
né&u xét vé bi quyét thi viéc 4n minh, trdm cip, hay tiéu diét, déu phai thuc
hién nhw nhau. O the’ gidi nay, hay th&” gidi kia déu khong ¢6 gi la dic biét.
Khong dwgre nghi rang né thd vi hay nham chan. Khong kén chon, ta't ca
déu phai lam gidng nhau.

Em chiu théi, c6 Barbara oi! ... A’y vay nhung that khé hi€u, khi sudn
sé, Haruhiro c6 theé’1am moi thir gidhg nhau.

Haruhiro ti€n lai gan, nhw bao tron 18y leng thay ma, roi vong canh tay
trdi qua dau hin. Ciu thoc thanh doan ki&€m cAm nguorc trong tay vao cd
hong ké dich, vira n ki€m vao sdu, vira vian ca nguoi thady ma d€' bé gay co
hin... N&u d&n diy ma dia ddm thé phiao nhe nhdm thi s& bi c6 Barbara
méng cho mdt tran nén than. Ma khdng, dau chi dn don 12 xong, ciu con bi
quét nga, khod khép r'oi nga't di trong dau don... Phdi lam giong nhau! Toi
phdi ndéi bao nhiéu lan thi cdu moi hiéu hd, Old Cat?

Duong di ra't nguy hi€m. N6 do'c d&n ndi néu lo 1a canh gidc thi khong
phai chi bi ngang dwong ma cé khi con nga sdp mat. Tuy chzatng biét chic
c6 the gip lai cd Barbara hay khong nita, nhwng nhitng 10 ¢6 day van dang
song trong long Haruhiro. Chic vdy. Khong khong, chic chin 13 nhu vay.
Chéng phai ciu vin dang kién tri leo 1én con dwomg cheo leo hiém tré nay
ma khong h€ nan long, khong hé thodi chi d6 sao? Pung viy, leo 1én con
dwong ctia dao tic nay...!

“Naaay, t& xong r'oi dé!”

Vwra goi d6ng doi, Haruhiro vwra nghi, ho'i sao sao @y nhi... Minh cé chii
quan khong? Ma tinh hinh tot phét. Ving Tdy Bdc cia Thi tran thdy ma.
Khu sdan moi nay mau mo qud. Khong ngo minh lai co du khong gian dé
theo dudi con dwong dao tdc trong liic ¢ gdng vori vai tro thi linh t6 dji



cia minh. Chi la lam tat cd moi thir giong nhau, nghi nhw thé cing dwoc,
béi thwe té thi minh ciing lam giong nhau ma. Nhwng, sao nhi... Minh bdt
dau thay s¢. Vi moi chuyén thudn budém xudi gio qud. Cudc doi ddu phdi
kieu thé'nay?

“Tén Parupirorinnosuke kia...!” Ranta lao t&i r'oi nhdy bo vao ga thiy
ma dang nam sdng sodi dudi dat. “Cdi ¢6 rin nwdc nhw may ddm ha né
mot minh thi qua ki€u ngao da’y!”

(... Ku hi... Mot ké nhe Ranta ma dam néi ti€ng loai nguwdi... thi moi 1a
ngao man... ku hi....)

“Khong phai, Zodiakun, tao 12 mdt con ngwdi han hoi ma!? Mot ngudi
dan 6ng tredng thanh hao hoa phong nha d6!?”

Pang rdo budc ding sau Ranta v&i Zodiakun, Yume, Shihoru, Merry,
roi toi Kuzaku dirng lai cing mot ldc r'oi dong loat thodi lui.

“H?” Ranta nhin bon Yume. “Gi vdy? Sao thé? Pam cac ngwoi kinh
s¢r vang hao quang cia mot ngwoi tredng thanh qud doi dang né va dic biét
nhw t61 161 sao0?”

“... Tredng thanh 4?” Shihoru cwoi véi bé dang nhw bi dau quin mot
bén swon. “... Chd nao co?”

“Hoan hao?” Yume nhiu may, moi dwdi tré ra va nhidn vai. “Oy dau co’?”
Merry ldc dau. “Né&u néi cau tinh tinh tré con, thi tdi nghiép tré con qud.”

“Tui bay an y bat thwong d6! Vwra khit ludn! Bo ba ha? La bd ba gi
thé&1?” Ranta vira riia vira quay lai voi viée luc @6 dac cda thady ma. “Puwoc
thoi! N6i gi thi néi di! Toi da c6 ban tim giao 1 Zodiakun r'éi! Ua...?”

“N6 bién mat r'oi,” Kuzaku chi 1én trén ddu Ranta, “vira xong.”

Haruhiro cling ngac nhién v&i chuyén nay. “... Zodiakun hoc t&i ca
chiéu tro d6 d€ choi xau Ranta cor a?”

“Kh... Khéng phai!” Ranta nhdy 1én dong ddng, xOng t&i dp sat
Haruhiro. “May, may khong hi€u ding khong!? Zodiakun nha't dinh khong
choi x4u gi ddu nha! Hanh dong vira r'oi la cach the€ hién tinh cam doc ddo
clia cqu ay day!”

“‘Cau 2y’ 1a gi thé”? Cach néi nghe chirng hoi hoi khach sao @6 nha.”

“Kh... Khong phai. T... T... Tao chgng thd’y khéich sdo gi sat. Tao va
Zodiakun than thi&t 1dm. Liic ndo ciing tinh thwong mén thwong. P ngu,
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do ngu, do ngu

“Biét roi. Biét roi. Tao biét roi nén la kia, khodng @6 di! Viéc may
thich con gi?”

“Thich cai con khi! Tao ghét cwc ki luon d6! May di ma lam, th rac
rwdi!”

“A, vy sao? Thé thi tao lam vay.”

“P'6 dan! PBa quyét dinh la tao lam r'oi co' ma! Ai cho phép may lam ha
Parupiro? Cai nay tao s€ lam! Tat ca cong vi€c nay! Tao s€ lam hé&t! May
hay nh¢ 18y, Paruparu!”

“Paruparu 4...”

“Paaaru paru paru paruuuuuuu! U hi hi hi hi.”

Po6i khi Haruhiro thyc sy mudn gi€t chét tén dan don (rac rwdi) nay.
Mic du ta't nhién cdu khong lam vay.

Ranta lai bét tay vio cong viéc. C4u ta tim dwoc hai dong xu c& vira va
ba dong xu c& nhd. Thay ma deo mot chié€c nhin bén tay trdi, c6 the ban lai
nén ca nhém quy€t dinh s€ mang vé.

Con cai xéc thi bon thay ma lat sau s€ don dep, hay néi ding hon la sé
an gium, nén d€ nguyén cling khong sao.

“P1 ti€p nao.” Haruhiro ra I€nh.

Khi da lam xong viéc can lam, t6t nhat 1a nén roi di ngay. Pong d6i
ciia cdu biét diéu do6, nén ngay cd Ranta cling ngoan ngoan nghe loi
Haruhiro. Ca bon nhanh chéng ding diy, ti€p tuc tim ki€m con moi. Ho
phai tr& vé Lang Giéng trwede khi lira 1an, nén khéng dwoc lang phi thoi
gian.

Haruhiro nghi ring cd bon hau nhw khong hé lang phi. Khi di vao
gu'ong mdt cach tron tru thi thye sy tat ca moi thir déu sudn sé. Nhwng lai
¢ cau “phic bat trung lai”. Ca ngay Haruhiro c* tw néi v&i minh khong
biét bao nhiéu T4n ring khong dwoc chi quan. Phai tp trung vio. Cam biy
& khip moi noi. Thinh thodng m&i the nay thdi. Chi cé bay gior. Ngay mai
khong biét s€ nhw thé&” nao. Ma khong, hdm nay, ngay tw ldc nay tré di ¢6
khi s€ gdp phdi van xui luén &y chr. Ai d6, hodc chinh cau c6 thé sé gip
phai tha't bai ngd ngan nao dé khdng chung.

Haruhiro bat giip 4nh mét ctia Merry.



Chang hi€u sao, Merry lai mim cudi véi ciu.

... Tat ca moi thir déu dang tién trién t6t, nhi?

Khong, khong, khong. Minh dang nghi gi thé'nay? Nhdam roi, nhdm roi,
nham roi. Minh khéong nghi gi cd. Ma khong, ciing khong phdi la khong
nghi, nhwng ma, doi voi Merry thi minh khong co suy nghi gi ddc biét cd.
Minh khong dinh suy nghi gi ddau.

Nhiwwng minh trot nghi toi mat roi. Do Kuzaku do. Dwong nhién minh
khong dé’16i cho Kuzaku. Y minh la do cdu chuyén ma Kuzaku da “bdt mi”
kia kia.

Mot thu linh cda to ddi nhw Haruhiro ma lai cam tinh dac thu hay dic
biét gi d6 vori mot thanh vién trong ddi nhw Merry thi ta't nhién 1a té réi. C6
I& ching hay ho gi. CAu cam tha'y the". Nhi? Pung khong...?

Nhwng ma, chi Akira va Miho la v chong nhi, nghia la ho da yéu
dwong trong cung to’ ddi day thoi. Cd Gogh va Kayo ciing vdy, hai ngwoi
con nhdn con nudi nita ma. Khi nghi toi diéu nay, Haruhiro chot nhén ra
ring, néu cling nhau vwot qua nguy hiém thi finh cdm do s& ndy sinh, va
viéc hai ngudi deoe két ndi véi nhau bang mot soi diy viing chic cling 13
diéu ty nhi€n xdy dé€n. Hon ntra, cdu cam thdy hoan toan khong thuc t&
n&u c6 modt moéi quan hé nhw vdy voi ba't ki ai ngoai nhém. Ma diing la thée
thdt. Tuy van cé ngwoi nhw Mimorin nhuwng qud thwc minh khong co tinh
cdm yéu dwong gi v&i ¢ &y, ma chdc ciing chéng thé’ gdp lai nhau lan nita
ddu.

Néu vay... Ua i, néu vdy cdi gi co? Khong cé néu niée gi cd.

Chding hiéu sao, minh thay lang lang? Khong dwoc, khong dwore, khong
dworc. Phdi tdp trung lam tron cong viéc cua thit linh mot cdch cham chi,
nghiém tiic, hét minh. Vi minh la do kém coi.

Thwc long ma noi, minh khong hé gioi giang. Phdi viea lam cdi nay, viea
lam cdi kia... thi thdt qud siec. Néu khong chuyén tdm vao mot viéc, ddu oc
minh sé loan lén.

Haruhiro dung lai & mot con hém trong Quén Kho.

Pao tic Haruhiro dirng dau, k& ti€p la Kuzaku, ngwoi s€ x6ng 1én phia
trede néu xay ra chuyén gi bat tric, sau d6 12 Yume va Merry gitr vi tri bdo
vé Shihoru, con Ranta dirng sau cung. Pay 1a doi hinh co’ ban khi di sian &
Thi trdn thay ma.



“... Haruhiro?” Kuzaku da vao vi trf sdn sang v&i khién va treong kiém.

“Funya?” Yume phéat ra am thanh la lung r6i nhin quanh qua't.

“A a? Gi th&' nay...?” Ranta quay minh lai.

“U'....” Shihoru nin thé co nguwoi lai.

Merry ngay lap tirc vao tw thé” che chin cho Shihoru r'di ha thap hong.
Nhirng Iic nhw thé nay trong Merry cwce ki hao hiép. Pay qua 1a sy that kho
1ong phii dinh, nhung gicr khong phai ldc ngdm nhin.

Mt Haruhiro cit khong con giot m4u. Chinh Haruhiro ciing khong hiéu
tai sao minh lai phan rng dwoc kip thoi. Cau chi biét minh da quang co’ thé
veé phia tredc. Ngay trwede cd 16n nhao, cdu cam thd’y mot con chdn dong,
di kém v&i am thanh clia mot thir gi d6 khong 10 vira ti€p da't & phia sau.

“... Chay théi...!” Haruhiro hét 1én, khong budn xac nhén xem thir do 1a
gi. Hin ta rovi tir ddu xudng vay? Tt trén trdi 22 O thi nha civa khu nay van
con khd nguyén ven. Chic hén ta trdn trén mdi ma’y toa nha Ian cin va chon
bon Haruhiro 1dm muc tiéu d€ nhdm vio. Néi 1a bon hay chi minh Haruhiro
th6i nhi? T&i roi. Han dang lao d&n. Pang so' qua. Haruhiro bd chay. Cau
phong hét toc Iyc roi bé goc. Poi thi 1a mot ké nhw theé” nao? Ngoai viéc
hin 12 mot thdy ma va kh4 to 1én thi Haruhiro vAn chwa biét gi vé hin.
Nhung chaamg phai cang to thi cang kho cua gd'p hay sao? Haruhiro ki vong
nhuw the”.

Diing nhw dy tinh, hin khong th€ cua gd’p ma phai vong rong hon. Nhor
vy, Haruhiro n&i rong dwoc khodng cdch véi hian thém mdt chiit, nén cau
c6 th€ ngodi lai ma quan sit, di khong t&i mitc ngdm nghia dwoc ki cang...
Troi q.

Giong sw tir thé nhi.

Khéng hiéu sao ciu c¢6 cdm gidc nhwr vay, nhwng qua that trong hin rat
giong sw tr. M6t con s ti dang ding thfmg trén hai chan. Nhin giong thé.

Tuy nhién, so v&i thdy ma sw t& manh kinh h'6n ma treé'c d6 Haruhiro
da muyc kich thi t€n nay cé vé nho hon khoang mot dén hai co? Hay chi vi
cdu mudn nghi vdy nén ma&i nhin ra th& th6i? Khong, nhiwng ma, hédn nhé
hon thdt nhi?

N&u thwr do chinh la thdy ma sw t& manh kinh h'6n kia thi Haruhiro chét
lau r'6i. Tén nay ding la cling dang s¢r. Pang s¢' d&n mirc bao t&¢ mudn 16n
ting pheo, nhung n&u 13 hang thit thi chic khong chi nhw th& nay dau.



Toan than sé co rim lai, khong ci dong dwoc, roi bi nudt chirng ludn ay
chir. P4y, thay ma sw tt manh kinh h'on kia dang s¢ t&i nhwong 8y co. Tén
nay khong d&€n mirc nhw vay.

Haruhiro chay vao mot con hém, r6i nhday vao trong mét ngdi nha tw bor
twong do nat. Dong doi sao r'oi nhi? Liéu ho da chay trdén chwa? Moi nguoi
khong bac tinh d&n mirc bé Haruhiro lai luén cht? Ho khéng chay ddu nhi?
Khong chudn mat dau nhi? Khong chay madt cho minh nho dau, ddm bdo.

Hdn ta, tén thAy ma st t¢ ma chic khong phai 12 mot thdy ma manh,
dang mi€t mai duodi theo Haruhiro. Haruhiro chay ra khdi toa nha qua 161
ctra. Thay ma su ti cling lao theo. N&u chay dua thi khong thé thing duorc.
Han 12 ké dich s& nhanh hon.
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“Haruhiroooo....! Haruhiro nghe thay ti€ng Ranta.

Tuy nhién, chcvzng phdi trong ldn ddu tién hdn lao toi minh da trdnh
dwoc ngon lanh hay sao? Vwra nghi th&’, Haruhiro vira 1an vao mdt ngoi nha
16'n khac. Mot ngdi nha hai tang. C6 cau thang. C4u phong 1én cau thang.
Bing gd 2? Cau thang mdng manh qué. Bic thang sut xudng, suyt nita chan
Haruhiro d3 bi méic ket. Nhung cdu khong quan tim, bd qua mdt bic roi
ti€p tuc leo 1én.

Thay ma su tir pha hong cau thang trong lic xoay x& tim céach leo 1én.
Hin gam gir dit doi. Haruhiro di leo 1én d&n tang hai. C6 ctra s&. CAu nhin
ra bén ngoai tor d6. C6 Ranta. C6 Kuzaku. Ca Yume, Shihoru, Merry ntra.
Ho dang lao dén day. Moi ngwoi déu khong phat hién ra Haruhiro dang &
trén tang hai. Haruhiro voeon minh ra tt ctra s6. “... Chay di! T¢ da bao la
chay di ma !”

“Ha...!?” Ranta ngang lén, vira nhin thd'y Haruhiro, c4u ta da vay tay lia
lia. “May mau nhdy xudng khoi dé di! Hin ta ciing dang & trong d6 phai
khong... !?”

Haruhiro khong phan béc lai dworc. Thdy ma sw ti vin dang c¢d leo 1én
tang hai. DU cAu thang c6 bi ph4 hdng hoan toan thi hin ciing sip leo 1&én
dwore roi. Ranta n6i dung. Du do 1a Ranta.

Haruhiro khong phi thing ra khdi ctra s. Cau khong c6 cdi gan d6. Cau
bwdc mdt chan ra ngoai khung ctra s0, bam chat tay, buéng minh treo ldng
lfmg. Trong trang thai d6, cdu thd tay ra. Chan ddng khi ti€p dat cling
khong qua 1on, chi & mirc 1am chén cdu thay hoi té.
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“Nay, tau tho4t thoi, 1ti ngu...!” Ranta di bit dau chay roi.

“Ai la cai lu ha!” Yume vwra chay vwa rd 1€n.

“T61 dau c6 noi the', d6 yéu quéi nguc phealng...! Nay, tui con gai, & canh
thir yéu quai do thi nguc tui bay cling sé xep l1ép thanh nguc phang dang

",

thwong cho coi...!
“... D0 dan 6ng yéu quai bi 0i nhat qua da't xau xa nhat qua dat.”
Shihoru vtra chay theo Yume vira 1am bam.

',,

“Ca bi 61 1an xau xa déu 12 nha't nhi! Hu ra, hu ra! Ga ha ha ha

“T¢o kham phuc cdu d6...” Kuzaku cling dang chay, lam b6 gidp kéu
lodng xoang.

“Khdi, hdy ton tho tao di! C6 loi d6! May s€ tre nén d6i truy hon bay
gior gd’p nghin Tan! Gu hé hé hé hé!”

“Loi ich dau ra, ¢c6 ma thanh tic hai khéng gi ¢ th€ ctru van aYy...”
Haruhiro gudng d6i chin van con hoi t& d€ dudi kip ddng doi.

“Haru!” Merry cat ti€ng goi.

“...Vang!?”

“Vwa roi...!”

“V... Vra r6i!?”

Merry nghen lai. A khong, chic khong phai 1a nghen lai, ma chi 1a mai
khong thdt ra cau ti€p theo. Trong lic d6, con sw tir thdy ma 16 mit ra tw
ctra sO tang hai, gam Ién dinh tai nhirc 6c. Haruhiro cu6ng quyt chay nhanh
hon, dudi kip Merry roi ré vao géc. Gan nhuw cung lic d6, c6 ban tay v
vao vai khi€n cau giat minh.

“... troe moOt di€m!”

“..Ha.?”

Nghia la sao ta? Cau cam thdy minh ntra hi€u nira khong. Merry khong
nhin vio mét cau. Cd Ay gidn roi a? Hay cd &y dang ngai nhi? Ciing c6 th&
1a ca hai.



11. Hinh hai tién trién

anl%?ﬁ gitra sy sOng va cdi chét c6 th€ xud't hién ba't cr dau. Chi can di
sai mot bwde 1a moi chuyén c6 th€ bién thanh tham kich. Ma nhirng viéc
nhw th&” nhiéu khong d&€m xu€, ¢ th€ goi 1a nhw com bwra cling khong
ngoa.

Haruhiro nim dai ra, mét dim di&m nhin d6ng Ia. Quan minh trong cai
chiin 1am bang tht vt liéu ki la mua tir ctra hang qudn 4o va tdi x4ch cia
Ong cha Tritng gidp c6 tay, 14y tdi deo lung 1am gd1, cdu cam tha’y khd 1a
khoan khodi. Mic du budn ngt va dang mo mo’ mang mang, Haruhiro van
chwra hoan toan chim vao gid'c ngd. Nhwng thyc ra, tinh trang lo mo’ dé dé
vong wong Yy cling khong t€ chit nao. Pay la mot thd vui xa xi ma néu
khong dwgc an toan tuyét ddi cu sé khong th€ nao thwdng thirc.

Céc dong doi ctia cau déu da ngh say. Vira lang nghe tiéng thé déu déu
hodc tiéng ngdy clia tirng ngudi, Haruhiro vira mo mang nghi ring hom
nay ciing lai k&t thic trong ém dep. That 12 may méin. B qua nhitng thit
khéc, diéu tuyét vori nha't 1 ca bon van con ¢6 ngay mai.

Yume va Merry dang ngu, tay trong tay. Yume von cé tat la khi c6
ngwoi bén canh, ¢6 s€ nhich sat lai roi om &p ngwoi dé6 ma ngd. Ki€u nhw
c¢an hoi &m con nguoi. Merry cling khong hé td ra khé chiu véi viée do.
Tuy nhién, t&i nay, Shihoru lai & hoi xa hai ¢6 ban ctia minh.

(13

b6t nhién, Shihoru ngdi ddy va héi. “... Haruhiro? Cau con... thirc
chw?”

“... H®?” Haruhiro chdng khuyu tay va hoi nhdm nguoi ddy. “A, tm.”

“T¢& ¢6... chiit chuyén... mudén néi, cé6 dwore khdong?”

«_. Chuyén 2? Ciing dwoc. Um. TAt nhién roi.”

No6i luén & day thi hoi bat ti€n, nén ca hai di doc theo con hao bao
quanh Lang Gi€ng mot doan roi ng 61 xudng bén nhau.



“Sao thé? Chuyén cdu mudn néi la gi? ... Um, ma ng6i v&i nhau the’
nay ciing hoi ki ki nhi?”

“... Ua. Ciing, c6 the. Um... t& mudn ndi... hai chuyén. Mot 1a chuyén
h'6i trua...” Shihoru nglrng 11, ¢6 vé chuyén nay rat khé néi. “Chéc 1a t&
ciing chang ¢6 quyén néi dau... Nhung khong biét sao ma, t& ctt thay... lo
lang..”

“...Puoc roi. T nghe ma. Cau ndi di.” Haruhiro trdm an co.

“T¢é cho rang Haruhiro dang xem nhe ban than minh.”

“Thé"... a? C6 th€ ciu s€é cam thdy hoi... nhwng that 4? H&? Trong to
giong th&' 14m a?”

“U... Néu chglng may c6 chuyén gi, ciu sdn sang hi sinh ban than, phai
khong?”

“Chéc vay. A khong. TS ciing khong c6 k& hoach 1am vay déu... d6?”

“T¢ mudn ciu dirng nhu the nira.” Shihoru cdi dau, doi vai cd bit dau
run ray. “Khong biét to néi thé nay c¢6 dwore khong, nhieng ma... cdu lam t&
nh¢ d&€n Manato. T¢, t& khdng mudn Haruhiro bi€n mat dau.”

“Um,” Haruhiro day trén, “... khong, t& ciing khong mudn bién mat
ma. That day.”

“NE€u vay... cau hay coi trong ban than minh hon.”

“... Khong phai la t& khong coi trong ban than...” Haruhiro &n ngén tay
vao gitra hai chan may. Cau c6 cam gidc minh can phai an that chat. “...
boi vai té, ¢6 1€, moi ngwoi quan trong hon. Vi n€u khdng ¢6 moi nguor,
to’ chaalng lam dwoc gi. Pong lyc d€ sdng w? Cling khong ¢6 ludn. B&i the,
né&u phai chon gitra t& va Shihoru thi chéc chén t& s& chon cich d&€ Shihoru
dwoe song. Céi nay gidng ban nang hon la 1i tri. La phdn dodn trong mdt
khoénh khéc thoi.”

“Néu cho t& chon gitra t&¢ va Haruhiro... t&¢ mudn Haruhiro dwoc
song.”

“Tinh huéng khé xw that day.”

“Néu la Ranta va ban than ciu... ciu s€ chon ai?”

“Ranta chir.” Haruhiro ddp khong may may do dy r6i lai c6 chit ban
khoan. “... Oai. Nghi€m tic a. Ranta &y a. Vu nay thi dang ghét phét day.”

“...May mén 1am sao.”



“Ha? Cai gi may co?”

“Vi t& ¢6 Haruhiro lam... tht linh. Lam d6ng d6i... Lam ban.”

“...Cau lam t& mudén ddm d4au xudng hao luén da’y.”

Shihoru mim cwoi, lam céu cling cwoi theo. Co Shihoru lam dong déi,
lam ban, thdt la may mdn. Haruhiro nghi thé’, tir sau thdm tréi tim.

“... Th&, con mdt chuyén nwra la gi?”

“Chuyén thtr hai 13...” Shihoru nhim mét, dit tay 1én ngyc va hit thé
sdu. Co 4y dinh lam gi thé nhi? Shihoru dang c& lam gi d6, cau chi bi€t c6
th&”. Khong khi cing nhw day dan. Haruhiro nin thé cho doi.

Shihoru mé& mét ra. “... Nguyén t&"... Ra ddy ndo...”

“Oa...” Bi bat ngo’, Haruhiro ng'6i bét xuéng dat.

Ngay tredc mit Shihoru, mot thir gi d6 bit dau cudn xody. Thit d6 nhd
thoi. Khong t&i mitc bang hat dau, nhung kich thwdc cia né chi ngang
ngon chan cai. Hinh dang thi khong bi€t nén goi 1a gi. Nhung vi nd cudn
xody nén Haruhiro bi€t ¢6 mét thir gi dd'y dang & d6. Shihoru dwa tay phai
ra. Co dat n6 1€n long ban tay.

“Néng 1én...” Khi Shihoru ra 1énh, thit d6 bay 1én lo’ Ittng. Khi ¢6 ndi,
“... Ha xudéng”, thir d6 lai ddp xudng long ban tay cd. Shihoru lap lai
chuyén dong 1én xudng dé vai I'dn, nhin tir bén canh ciling tha'y c6 dang chu
muc vao nd v&i mot stee tap trung cé phén ki di. DU ¢6 miéu ta 1a trdong cod
nhw bi ma nhdp cling khdng phdi néi qué. Shihoru dang nghi€n chat rang.
C6 tham chi khdng chép mét. Téc c6 tung bay phan phat. Haruhiro dirng
canh ma mudn sén da ga.

“... Giai phong.” Shihoru thot 1én. Ngay 14p tiec, thir d6 phat ra ti€ng
dong di thuong roi bat dau bién doi. N6 xuat hién... c& nhu thé né ra tw
bén trong. Mot vat the mau tim thAm hién hinh, khong phai 1a 4nh sdng 14n
man swong. Ma khong, ding hon 1a n6 dang dién cudng vat 16n d€ xuat
hién.

N6 dang ¢ ging d& dwoc chao doi... Trong gidng vay 1dm. B&i vi, du
nhin thé nao di ntra cling chi thd’y mot thir hinh ngbi sao, hay cu thé hon la
mot thir ¢6 hinh dang ttra twa con ngwoi dang vira vin veo cor th€ vira vung
vay hai tay hai chan loan xa.

Nhwng, cdu ta @dt nhién hét sach sirc lyc... va bi€n ma't mot cach gon
gang.
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“Khong dwoge r'6i.” Shihoru chung vai xudng véi vé tha't vong. “... To
da th vai [an, nhwng ma... khong dwoc sudn sé.”

“Subn sé chuyén gi co...?” Haruhiro xoa ¢6. Ciu dinh nudt nwdc bot
nhwng miéng ciu kho rang. “... Cu vwra, lam, gi thé&”? Shihoru... Phai ching
la ma phap? Nhung t& cé thdy cdu niém théan chd hay vé ki tw nguyén t&
dau...”

s’ A

“Cau con nhé... chuyén chi Gogh néi khong? Chd &y bao: ‘Khi giai
phéng nguyén td, s€ phat huy dwoc siec manh hoan toan khac. Ma phép
ki€u nay & guild khong day dau’...”

“A... Té cling nhé mang méng.”

“... Té ¢ nghi vé chuyén dé sudt... Té dwoc hoc & guild ring nguyén
t6 12 nhitng sinh vat phép thuat ma mét thwong khong nhin thay dwoc & the
gidi nay... C4u ctr tam hi€u la t& da hoc phwong thirc st dung ma phdap
bang cach thudn phuc nguyén t& d6 va khién né nghe 15i...”

“That ra t& khong hiéu 1dm dau, nhung cdu ding ban tAim ma clr néi
ti€p di.”

“... C6 mot diéu ma t& da nghi ngo’ tw truedre.”

“Um, la gi vay?”

“Vi du nhw dudi trdi ning nhw thiéu nhe d6t, minh van c6 the goi
nguyén t6 bang két ra d€ st dung Kanon Magic [Ma phap bang két]. Ngay
cé lic gitra trrra, minh van xai dwgc Darsh Magic [Ma phdp béng t&i] ma
chiing bj anh hwéng ti ndo.

“Co6 phai y céu la... nguyén t6 ciling chi 1a nguyén t6... con v&i the gidi
vat chit... trong hién thyc thi nguyén t6” khong li€n quan tryc ti€p dé€n van
dong cua nhiét, cia dnh sdng hay béng t6i w? ... Pai loai 1a thé?”

“... Nhung thyc t& ta van c6 th€ ding ma phdp d€ déng bing hodc giy
no kia ma. T& dodn... khong phai 1a khong lién quan. To chi thdy rat la
lung.”

“Xin, xin 16i nhé? Té khong du tw tin 12 minh theo kip dwoc cAu chuyén
cta Shihoru... Vdy nghia la cdi viéc cdu m&i lam ban nay khéng phai ma
phap...?”

“.. T tht gia dinh ring nguyén t& chi don thudn 13 nguyén td thi.
Arve [Hoa diém], Kanon [Bing két], Falz [Dién tir] hay Darsh [Béng t&i]...
T& cho ring nhitng thit d6 1a do con nguwdi tw y dit ra, khong phdi hinh



ddng thdt sw cla nguyén t6... Piéu &y gan v&i cdm nhan thyc t€ cua to
hon.”

“Pay la... ma phap ma guild khong day...”

“... T¢ mudn s dung dwgc ma phap thuan thuc hon... T mudn tré
thanh stirc manh ciia moi nguwoi, thay cho viéc ldc nao ciing dwgc moi ngwoi
bao vé.”

“Kia, c4u ludn 1a strc manh ctia bon t& ma?”

“... T& nghi ring, vAn chwa da. Nhung & ddy lam gi cé guild, phai
khong...?”

“U, hoan toan, khong c6.”

“Gia du phap sw khong th€ s& hiru ma phap mdi, sicc manh m&i néu
khong dwgc chi day... thi to s€ mai khong thé thay doi dwgc gi nhw bay gio.
N&u da thé€'... minh phai ty tim cach théi.”

Qud dinh... N&u c6 the phat bi€u, Haruhiro chi ¢6 th€ n6i mdt cau nhw
vay ma thdi. Thiwee sw qud dinh, Shihoru. Tham chi Haruhiro con thay cam
dong.

Néit khong cé c6 Barbara thi tw tim toi bdng chinh sirc minh di. Minh
dd bao gior nght nhw thé chiea, div chi mot lan? O, chwa hé. Minh ciing
chcvzng them dong ndo.

“... C6 diéu,” Shihoru cidi xudng, gwong mit cau lai, “... ¢6 diéu t& van
lo 1ing. BAt an. Vi thit nay hiéli theo mot nghia nao d6... 1a phd dinh lai tat
ca ma phdp t& da hoc tr trede dén gio. To khong biét liéu nd cd anh
hwdng dén nhitng ma phdap ma t& da hoc & guild va dang st dung hay
khong.”

“Um... Ttrc 12 ciu dang phan van, khong biét tiép tuc viéc nay thi cé
lam sao khong a...7”

“... bing.”

“Khodng sao dau.”

Ay khéng, 16 ching biét gi dau nhé...?

Haruhiro khong pha1 phdp sw. Gia st c6 1a phdp sw di ching ntra, cau

cling chang ddm néi chic diéu gi. C¢ khuyén bira khuyén bdi c6 khi lai
thanh ra vo trdch nhiém. Nhwng ddu vdy, minh vdn muén dong vién co 4y



ma? Minh muén iing ho mot ngwoi ludn co” gdng nhwe Shihoru. Pady la viéc
nén lam, vd lai, ciing khong phdi la minh khong the’ gitip gi cho cé ay.

“Néu chging may c6 chuyén gi bat tric, ldc &Yy, t& s& hd tror. TA't cd moi
ngwoi cling luén bén cidu. Khong sao dau. Vi ¢, n€u ¢6 mot muc tiéu, nd
s€ tr¢’ thanh ngu'6n khich 1¢ cho cau nira. Ma phdp cda riéng Shihoru u? T
cling mudn chirng kién né 1dm... Um, t& cho ring day ciing 1a chuyén t&t
cho t& doi.”

“...Cam on cau.”

“Khong khong khéng. Té mdi phai cdm on ciu. Cau gidp t& ¢6 thém
nang lwong roi diy nay. To khdng hi€u vé ma phap dau, nhwng sau nay ma
c6 chuyén gi thi cit n6i nhé? N&u cu thdy 6n khi k&€ cho t& thi t& sin sang
lang nghe.”

“U... TG s€ lam the".”

“La vay a? Ma phdp ma guild khong chi day nhi. Chic chin diéu dé
khong chi gidi han v&i ma phap dau. T cling s€ suy nghi xem thé& nao.”

“Céau 1a mdt tha linh t6t.”

“Ha?”

“Haruhiro,” Shihoru cwoi that twoi, mot viéc hi€m thay & co, “... 1a thu
linh tuyét nha't d6i voi bon to... d6!”

“... He he.” Haruhiro bat gidc cuwoi toe, cdu voi 18y tay che di nira dudi
khu6n mat. “... Théi, thoi di gium. Cau lam ngwoi ta hi€u nham day.”

“Haruhiro s€... khong nhw thé nhi?”

“Chic vay? A khong... Té sé cd khong hi€u nham. Chi 13 t& dang than
trong thoi, that day. Vi doi ldc t& bi mat canh gidc. Chuyén d6 rat dang
sQ.”

“Vi cdu la ngwoi nhw thé nén méi dang tin cay.”

“C4u, cau dang ting boc t& day a? Nghe gidng 14m. T& thay nh'on nhot
roine...”

“T¢& xin 16i.” Shihoru dwa mét nhin vé phia con hao va khé hit vio mot
hoi. “... Chi 1a t& mudn ndi that nghi€ém chinh... tdt cd nhirng diéu t& nghi.
Lic con bay td dwore thi nén néi hét cho nhau. To, khdng mudn... phai hoi
han nwa.”



Haruhiro nhat thoi khong th€ néi gi. Nhwng cdu mudn td ra dong tinh,
nén ciu khé git dau. Ca hai ng6i vai kK€ vai bén bo hao, im lang trong phut
chdc.

Diéu nay hoi la. Sy im ldng khong h€ gwong gao chut nao. Haruhiro
nghi ¢6 18 vi ngudi dang & ciing 12 Shihoru, chit néu 1a Merry hén s& khong
nhu the”. Ping luc do6...

“Haruhiro... C4u thich Merry ha?”

“Haaa...!?”

Suyt ntra Haruhiro da nga nhao xuéng con hao.

Puwong nhién 1a sau d6 cdu kich liét phtt nhan m&i nghi ngo’ nay. C6 vé
Shihoru di phdt ngdn khi chwa ¢ ciin ctt gi chic chén, nén ciu tam thoi
thuy€t phuc dwgc ¢6. Tuy nhién, k€ tir gio’ cau phai hét sirc can trong, tranh
gay hi€u lam... Hiéu ldm w? Co thdt do la hiéu lam khong? Co thdt khong
nhi...?



12. Ngai Kinuk
- Ngal nINUKO

«
0i chét\yfat! Mét qud...!” Ranta vira hét vira dung chiéu Leap Out [Phong
ra] nhay dén bén hong tén dé. “Ngay thir bon muei chin ding l1a ngay mé
ctra quy mdn quan, €...!”

Tén do chuan bi quay vé phia Ranta. Th& nhwng, Kuzaku da giwong
chié€c khién ciu m&i s& hiru gan diy ra phia trede ra't ding ldac, ap ché ké
dich, ngan khong cho hén thwc hién muu 9.

“Hum...!” Ranta chém ngdp thanh ki€m lwdi den ciu ta mua & 10 rén
vao suwon trai ké dich. “Pwong nhién, y ta 1a quy mon danh cho ngubi
deé...!”

Tén do, thdy ma su t, phun mau ra tir cai miéng gom ghi€c va dm chat
Ranta bing tay trdi. Tay phdi ciia hin chealng th€ cir dong theo ¥y mudn vi
dang bi Kuzaku ch& ngw. Khong chi chiin cdc dong tdc ctia hin, Kuzaku
con dam treong ki€m vao rudt doi tha trong ldc hd 1én mot ti€ng:

”7

“Kyaaaaaaaaa...!

Yume budng ngon tay dang kéo cang day cung. Miui t€n phong vut di.
Tring vao gitra hai hang 16ng may cua ké dich. Pung lic Haruhiro mudén
néi 1a “nice,” Yume lién kéu 1én “w nyaa!” v&i giong ddy ti€c nudi. Co vé
cd mudn ngdm vao mit nhwng da trat muc tiéu. Du vdy, mili tén clia co
tuyét nhién khong bi 1€ch qua nhiéu.

Haruhiro binh tinh bam vao Iwng ké dich r6i dam thanh doan ki€m vao
c6 hin. Th& nhung, bd bom day va citng cdp clia hin vedng chét di duorc.
CAu rit thanh ki&€m ra, dinh ddm thém mot nhdt thi... Oi khong. Cau cam
tha’y diéu gi d6. Co’ th€ cha con sw tir dang dang 1én mot ngudn sirc manh
khong th€ xem thwong. Haruhiro 1ién nhay ra xa khéi ké dich. “... Tam thoi
lui ra di...!I”

“R&...17, “... Chét tiét...!” Ca Kuzaku va Ranta déu ngay lap tirc nghe
theo chi thi cda Haruhiro va rit lui. Puing ldc d6, thdy ma sw tir r6ng 1én
mot ti€ng qua thyc lam ngwoi ta &n lanh t&i tdn tim can. P6 1a mdt am



thanh vang ddi khing khi€p nhw th€ s€ bop nat ndi tang clia nhirng ké
khong may nghe phai. V&i thir am thanh nay, du cé chuan bj tinh théan di
chang ntra cling khé ma chiu n6i. N6 khi€n cho bon ciu v6 thirc mu6n bit
tai lai va gao 1én ring, “Hay thoi di!” Thyc t& 1a Haruhiro, Kuzaku, Ranta,
Yume, 14n Zodiakun dang tr6i noi vah vo' quanh d6 déu co rim ngwoi lai.
Merry ciing thé, duy chi ¢6 Shihoru dang dirng bén canh cd va tip trung
tinh thén t&1 da 1a khéc.

“Dark...!” Pwoe Shihoru goi tén, né xua't hién nhw th€ di ra tw canh cira
ctia mot thé” gidi khong ai nhin thdy. Nhirng s¢ii diy dai, mau den két lai
v&i nhau theo hinh xodn &¢c roi tao thanh mdt thé nha't dinh. Hinh dang hoi
gidbng con nguoi nhwng do 1on chi viera da dat 1én trén mot ban tay. Mot
Dark c& ban tay. P6 1a nguyén t6. Sau rd't nhi€u Ian thi va that bai cta
Shihoru, hién gior, nguyén t& da on dinh duoc thanh hinh dang nhw thé nay.
Né&u hdi Shihoru, co Ay s& néi rang d&n gio Dark van dang trong qud trinh
phat trién, va cdu dy nha't dinh sé c6 mét hinh dang thyc sy thich hop hon.

D sao di nita, Dark ciing gdn b6 véi Shihoru. Haruhiro thay vdy. Bé&i
vi Dark da xuat hién bén canh khudén mait ctia Shihoru r'éi ng'6i 1€n vai cd
ay. Va khong chi cé vay.

“bi di...!” Khi Shihoru dwa ra ménh I€nh, Dark ngoan ngodn lam theo.
Tw bo vai Shihoru, Dark lao ra, phat ra m6t &m thanh ki quéc, nghe nhw
toi.

Dark lao ca ngwoi vao nguwe thay ma sw ti. Thé nhwng... khdng c6 cu va
cham nao hét. Ciu ta bj hit vao trong co’ the sw tir. Biéu gi da xdy ra vay?
Dark di gdy ra chuyén gi? Haruhiro khong chic 14m. Tuy nhién, thdy ma sw
tw gdp nguoi lai, rén ri nhw the’ né vira 1anh mét ci d@m vao ding thwgng
vi, gan nhw quy rap xudng. Chiéu cua Dark dang phat huy cong hi¢u.

“Lén ngay...!” Trwdc khi Haruhiro néi ciu dé, Ranta da tdn cong bang
don Leap Out [Phéng ra]. Céu ta vung thanh ki€m lwoi den vé hinh s6
tam... Ua khong phai.

“Vo6 Han...!” Ranta khi€n thanh ki€m lwoi den vé ra ki ty o thi ding
hon 1a s&' 8. “Hic Luyén Vi...!”

Sau o lai dén 8. Sau 8 lai ti€p . Cr  r'6i dén 8. N&i ti€p nhau. N&'i
ti€p nhau. Lién tuc. Du thdy ma sw tir khong mac do gidp nhung ca co th€



hin dwoc bao vé béi 16p 16ng day, cing, v&i 1¢p md nhw d&m chdong va
cham va nhitng thé co bip rin chic. Nho thé, nhitng don trdm kich gan
nhu v hiéu. Mic du vay, Ranta vin ¢& chém. Ciu ta ngoan cd chém lién
tuc, chém nhw dién. Cudi cung, ciu ta thd hon hén, loang choang lui lai
phia sau.

“Céi gi ma...” Kuzaku lai dim vao bung sw t¥, ding chd ciu da tung
dam, r6i van xody thanh ki€m mot I4n nira, “vo han cor chi...!?”

“Ugrgruruvwuwwuwwuw..!” Thiy ma sw ti vira thd ra mau vira quan
quai trong dau don.

“La Ranta thi chi the th6i!” Yume lién tuc nha tén. Chi€u nay goi la
Lién xa. Ba phat Lién xa. Du phét dau tién bi trwegt, nhwng phat thir hai da
Xud't sdc gdm vao mét phdi clia thdy ma sw tir, con phat thit ba thi swot qua
chié¢c mil sét ctia Kuzaku nghe “keng” mot tiéng. “..0 6 6...1?”

“Nyaa!? Xin, xin 10i nhaaa!”

“... Ba ha ha!” Ranta trd diia Yume ngay tip ly. “Yume thi chi th&’
thoi...!”

“Trat tw di, d6 Ranta ngoc!”

(...Ihi...Ping la*Ami... Im di, Ranta, im vinh vién lu6n y... I hi hi...)

“Zodiakun!? Y may bao 14 tao chét ludn di cho r'di ha...!?”

“Auughhh...!” Thay ma su ti ¢6 day Kuzaku ra. Kuzaku xuéng tan d€
tru lai. Cau &n thanh treong ki€m vao siu hon r'oi vin xodn né. “U'ra a

"7

a....

Haruhiro nhdy 1én lung thdy ma sw t& twe phia sau, ddm thanh doan ki€m

vao lung hin. Cau dAm xuyén qua ca 1&p 16ng, da va m&. Ludi ki€m xuyén
vao gitra nhirng chi€c xwong swon. Thé nhwng... vin khong dwgc. Chua
cham duwoc d€n ndi tang cua d6i phwong.
“Haru...I” Nghe Merry goi, Haruhiro quy€t dinh ngoan ngoan tach ra xa
khéi thdy ma sw tir. V&i doi thu c¢& nay, mot dao tdc quén nhw Haruhiro
chic chin khong th& giang cho né mdt don tri mang dwoe dau. Nén nghi
th&” thi hon. Gia du cdu nhin thdy dwong ké no thi lai 1a chuyén khac,
nhung d6 khong phai mot thir hé mudn 1a tha'y dwoc ngay.

“Gtr 130 20 20 20 20 20 A...!” Thiy ma su t ¢d ging ding ca t& chi d&
day Kuzaku ra. Kuzaku rang chiu dyng nhwng so vé strc lyc ¢6 phan dudi
hon d&i tha.



X “... Chét nayyyyy...!” Ranta chém that manh vao phan dau con sw t&
bang thanh ki&¢m ludi den, nhuwng van khong cit duoec.

Cudi ciing, Kuzaku bj con su tit dap ving ra va mat thing biang. ... U
gu...!”

Thay ma sw t& ngay 1ap tiec quay dau bo chay.

“Tinh chu®n a...!?” Ranta gao 1én va dinh duoi theo. Ma khong, thyc ra
cu ta chi gid vor lam vay. Ranta chi buwde 1én ¢6 hai, ba buwde roi dwng lai
va tdc lwoi. “Ching ta 1o mat co’ hoi ti€u diét nd roi! Tui bay ding 1a mot
14 v6 dung! Phai chiang ¢6 thém mdt ngwoi nira nhw tao thi da giét dwgc nd
roi!”

“... Ctr ndi ti€p di.” Haruhiro nhin ngé xung quanh. C4u thé ra mot hoi
trong ltic chd y @€ phong nhé dau van con thdy ma nao khéc.

(Ki hi hi... N&u ma ¢6 tin hai Ranta... cai thé” gi¢i nay s€ thanh 4c mdng
ma't... Ki hi... Ki hi hi hi...)

“Y gi vay ha!?”

“... Thi chinh la cdi y d&’y chir con gi.” Shihoru I'Am bam.

“Zodiakun hién ghé.” Merry cwoi lanh lang. “Tham chi con hoi dé tinh
ay?r

“Lii kiaaaaa. T6i da lam gi may nguoi hadaaaaa?”

“Rat nhi€éu, mdt ddng luén &y chir.” Yume phdng ma ra va bing day
cung kéu pip pap. “Ht. C& tf nira 12 d3 x& dwoc hin roi... nhi?”

“Ciing kh6 néi 1dm.” Kuzaku nang miéng chéin clia mii sit 1én va bé cG.
“Twédng don dwoe nd roi nhung cudi cling van khong thanh cong. Phai
chang chuing ta dang thi€u mot con at cht bai? Kieu vay?”

“Th& nhwng, ma phap ctia Shihoru da cé hi€u qua ro6i.” Haruhiro gio
ngdn cdi véi Shihoru.

“... Chéc, th&",” Shihoru rut ¢d lai, td vé ngwong nging. “... Puoc vay
thi tot.”

“Dinh that da’y.” Merry v0 lung Shihoru. “Khodng ngo ciu lai tw tao ma
phdp theo céch cta riéng minh. T¢ cling phai hoc tp cdu moi dwoe.”

“...E hé.” Shihoru cuoi sung swéng.

“Nho ¢6 t6i da’y!” Ranta won ngue ra. “Vi toi luén cho may ngwoi thay
tw duy ty do! R'6i n6é anh hwdng 1én may ngwoi! Hi€n nhién roéi!”



(... Kuhi...)

“Nay, cai gi vay ha, Zodiakun? Néu cé gi mudn ndi thi néi luén di.
Quan hé clia tao v&i may thi con gi ma phai ngai ni¥a... E, & nay, may dang
bi€n ma't d6 a!? Lic nay sao!? Nay, khoan da, quay lai di ma Zodiakun!?
May ma bd di theo cdi ki€u vwra r'oi thi Tan sau tao hoi khé x& khi triéu h'oi
lai may day!?”

Thay ma sw ti 1a mot ké dich dang gom d6i lic xud't hién & vung Tay
Bic ctia Thj trin thAy ma. M&i diy thoi, cd nhém ludn phadi bd chay mdi
khi bj tdn cdng, nhwng gio ho da c6 the€ chi€n ddu v&i né mot cach ngang
tai ngang stec. Vi cd bon da dung d6 né nhiéu I'dn nén ciing dan quen. Va
lai, v&i nhitng kinh nghiém thu thap dwoc, diu tui Haruhiro c6 nghi ring
strc chi€n da'u ctia ban than da tang Ién thi cling khong bi trieng phat gi dau
nhi?

Thyc t€ thi trang bi cla ca bon ciing trd nén t6t hon. Kuzaku mua cho
minh mét chi€c khién I'6i hinh thang ma nguwoi the rén Lang Giéng bao ¢6
tén 1a Gushtat, thém b0 gidp tay, gidp chan vira nhe lai bén, con Ranta da
doi bd gidp ctia minh 18y mdt bo &6 nhe va trong “khing bd™ hon. Ciu ta
20i n6 12 Death Armor [B6 gidp chét chéc]. Mot thang ngu chinh hiéu!

Con Haruhiro, 4o choang, gang tay, quan, mi€ng che ngyc hay che bung
bang da thudc clia ciu déu rich ti toi, chang mong khau va stra sang gi
dwore niva, nén cau mua vai mén d6 t6i mau, nom c6 vé tot tir ctra hang ban
quan do va tdi xach tai Lang Gi€ng. Nhirng méon nhw d¢6 bao hd nguwc néi
chung déu dong bo, dwore 1am bing da, néu nhin ki sé tha'y khé gidng da
rin. Haruhiro rat thich ching. Ging tay thi phai sta lai ttr cdi c6 bay ngén
thanh nim ngén, nhung nd than thudc véi tay cau va dé sir dung la lung.

Duwong nhe Yume dd quyét dinh nang cao kha ning phong thd, mién 1a
n6 khong giy trd ngai khi st dung cung. C6 gin khip ngudi nhitng thiét bi
bao hd. Nhirng thi€t bj bao hd &y ¢6 1€ dwore 1am tir ché't liéu 1a xwong cha
mdt loai nao d6 dwore phu nhya déo, thyce sy ra't nhe va bén.

Mii va 4o thung cua Shihoru cling te tua xo mwép, nén tui con gai da
cung nhau di Iya mua may mén d6 dang da’y tai ctra hang ban quan do va
tdi xach. Tuy vay, riéng phan ngwc ¢6 vé hoi chat. Hodc ¢ 1€ chi vi chi€c
4o thung tredc gid ¢d mic qud thung thinh. Chang may khi Ranta lai chiu
néi thdm v&i riéng Haruhiro va Kuzaku d€ cho Shihoru khéng nghe dworc,
“ Chfmg phai ki€u nguc by gidu gi€m ntra, cai kia ‘khing’ ding nghia



lubn. Ma nay, c6 nang c¢é phong cach hon tao nghi ddy..” Thu thuc,
Haruhiro cling ddng ¥ v&i Ranta, nhung trong ciu van suc soi y dinh mudn
gi&t quach hén ta cho nhe no.

La mot tu si, Merry cling khd phan van, nhung ¢6 van quyét dinh tdng
khir b6 d6 tu si da hw hai kinh khang. C6 dinh tim mot chi€c do choang
tring nhung khong tha’y, nén da chon mdt chiéc 40 mau xanh thim. Chiéc
do vira van v&i voc ngwoi Merry va ¢6 mac né 1én trong rat hop. Cay
treong méi ctia Merry khong phai hang ¢6 mua ma la chién logi pham. Bj
dap bang cdi dau treong gin kém kia thi dau phai biét.

Nhén tién, mdi ngwdi trong nhém déu mua mot chi€c mit na hodc
mang che mat tr ctra hang mét na, gidp khoang thoi gian nan lai Lang
Giéng trong lic giadu di khudn mit that tré nén dé chju hon. Ho ciing thu
thap kha day du nhirng vat dung sinh hoat can thi€t. Ho ra't it khi cam tha’y
thi€u thon hay bat tién trong cudc s6ng hién gio.

Bén canh d6, thir ddng ndi nhat 1a phép thudt md&i ctia Shihoru. Co cé
th€ thye th€ hod nguyén t& mang tén Dark va diéu khi€n né. Duwong nhw
viéc Dark dau d6 cé dién mao ctia nguyén t6 bong t6i xuat phat tw 1i do
Shihoru gidi nha't trong viéc st dung Darsh Magic [Ma phap béng t&i].
Nguyén t& 1a nhirng sinh vat phép thuat hiit 18y ma lwc ctia phap sw d€ hién
hinh va phat huy sttc manh. B&i vy, cé th€ néi phdp sw va nguyén td tac
dong tryc ti€p 1an nhau. MOt dao tic nhw Haruhiro tuy khong hiéu 1o
chuyén nay 18m, nhung c6 1€ Dark s& hiru nhitng diém twong dong véi Ac
linh ctia hic 4m ki si ciing nén.

DAu sao thi ma phdp m¢i “Dark” ctia Shihoru ciing vira m&i dwgce tao
ra va van dang trén da phat trién, c6 the con an chira ra't nhiéu tiém ning.

Mac du Shihoru da lya chon Darsh Magic [Ma phap bong t6i], thi chi
trong vao viéc hd trer va cén tré, nhung ¢d vin mong mudn ning lyc c6 kha
nang cdng pha, vi vdy, cd moi “da sang” Falz Magic [Ma phap dién tir] mot
chit, roi hoc cd Kanon Magic [Ma phép bang két]. Co thuc sy da phai trai
qua rd't nhi€éu nhirng thang tram. Du viy, viéc cir phan van hét di bén nay
lai lwon sang bén khac c6 1€ cling khong phai la y dinh thyc sy cia Shihoru.
Haruhiro cho riang c6 von 1a miu ngudi s& toan tAm toan y theo dudi mot
thr duy nha't dén tan cling.

Liéu Dark c6 th€ tr& thanh “th® duy nhat” &y d6i voi Shihoru khong?
Haruhiro cing cau mong diéu do.



Ngay tht bdn muoi chin ciia nhém tai thé” gidi nay da két thic, bay gio’
la ngay thir ndm muoi.

Khi nhém Haruhiro vao Lang Gi€ng d€ rira médt va an sang, ho gap lai
ngwoi dan 6ng no tai tiém thyc pham.

“O h6!” Ranta nhay cing 1én. “Cheamg phai la chi Unjou day sao...!”

Nguwoi dan 6ng &y ddi mdt chi€c mi dan, treo bén hong va trén tii deo
lung to dung nao Ia riu, 1a gwom, 1a nd, trdng nhw th€ mdt kho vi khi bi€t
di. Chu &y dang k€ miéng vao bat va xi xup hip mon sip coOn trung. Day
m&i chi 12 T4n thit hai cd nhém nhin thay chd &Yy, nhung chic chin khong
nham. D6 chinh la chad Unjou.

Chud Unjou udng xong phan nwde bén ding ngdén tay nhén phian cdi 1én
an. Sau khi vét @6 an sach bach, chd néi “ruo keh”, tra lai bat cho Chu tiém
Cua By, r6i cudi cing m&i quay mat vé phia nhém Haruhiro. “La cac ¢6
céc cau u? Nhitng nguwdi linh tinh nguyén. Céc ¢ ciu van con sdng a?”

“Nho troi ¢y a!” Ranta bude 1én phia trede, gior ndm tay 1én véi vé ty
hao. “A ma khoan, khoan, khong ding, phai 12 c4i kia, phai 12 nhé on cdi
Thi trdn thdy ma ch! May ma cé chd Unjou chi cho tui chau, twr d6 tré di
chat lwong cude s6ng cua tyi chdu tang 1€n hin! Chd Unjou la tuyé€t nhat!
Chu chinh 1a tong thdng! Tong thong hir...? Qudc veong nghe hay hon
khong? Thoi ké, thé nao cling dwgrc hét. U hé hé hé hé hé. Puoc phét phai
khong a, thwa quy ngai Unjou!? Ma khong! O day!? Phai goi 1a!? ‘B& ha’!?
Chu thay sao!? Chu thdy thé nao a...!?”

“May, ding 13, 1dm m'6ém...” Haruhiro vira rdng nén con dau dau nhuw
bua bo vira gat Ranta sang mot bén. Céu cii d4u. “... Xin 16i chd. Xin 16i vi
thr ngu xuan, rac rwedi, vd dung nay ctia nhém chau...”

Chu Unjou cam vanh mi dan va kéo sup n6 xudng. Khong néi khong
rang. Chuyén gi vdy nhi? Chc%ng nhé chii @y dang twc gidn...”? Ranta nudt
nuwde bot cdi ye roi khé choc vao man swon Haruhiro. “Thing, thing ngdo.
Tai may da’y! Ta't ca la tai may!”

“Vi sao cht...?”

“Vi may la tha linh ch sao! C6 nghia la, tdt tan tit trach nhiém déu
thudc vé cdi thang vo lai nha may!”

Haruhiro chdan nan d&n mic khéng con sirc ddu d€ ma noi gian. Chi
Unjou liéc cau qua khoé mét roi bit dau budc di. Chi Ay di dau vay nhi?



Pén ti€m tap hod canh ti€ém thyc pham nay w? Ma da'y, goi 1a tiém tap hoa
vay thoi chir da phan nhirng thir dang bay tredre tiém chi rat @6 dong nat.
Va lai, ngoai nhirng dip hi€m hoi 6ng chu ti€ém cao 1éu nghéu mic bo d6
mau xam tro di ra ngoai thi c¢6 vé nhuw... ctra ti€ém chéng bao gio hoat dong.

Hién gio, chgng thd’y bong ddng 6ng cht ddu. Cdnh ctra cin nha thi van
déng im im.

Tredc diy, Ranta tirng néi huyén thuyén veé tro choi thir Iong can dam
hay gi d6 roi go cira. Nhwng cheamg c6 dong tinh gi.

Tiém tap hoa 1a ctra hang bi hi€m nha't trong Lang Gi€ng. Von chi c6
nhém Haruhiro ty y goi né 1a tiém tap hoa thdi, chr bi€t dau né con chgng
phai la mot ctra hang.

Chi Unjou khong g6 1én canh ctra cua ti€m tap hoa. Chi &y dot ngdt
m& né ra. Ra 1a ctra kéo. Chi Unjou di vao trong ma khong néi 17 nao. O...
O hay? Nl vdy ciing dwore hd...?

“Lam, lam gi bay gio...?” Ranta khong biét ti bao gio dd nap sau lung
Haruhiro.

“...Lam gi cai con khi. Trwdc hét, tranh xa tao ra giim cai.”

“Tao ddy cling cha bam 128y may vi thich th&¢" ddu. Pwng cé Iam twdng,
do6 ngdc.”

“Um.” Kuzaku 4p tay 1én gdy roi xoay cO. “Thuc ra, t& cling tha'y tO
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mo.

“Phai d6,” Yume mo mang ndi, “thir vao di ha.”

Chiing minh dang & trong Lang Giéng nén sé khong co chuyén bi giét
phéng ludn ddu ma. Chdc vay.

Ctra tiém tap hod van d€ mé. Haruhiro thir dirng tr d6 dom vao bén
trong. C4u c6 chiit ngac nhién. Can phong khong c6 18y mot céi ctra s0, thi
12 @4y nhitng bitc twdng dwoc chiéu sang bang 4nh dén mo nhat kia 1a...
nhtrng phi€n da w? Hay la nhtrng phi€n dat sét nhi? N6i mot cach don gian,
nhirng ki hiéu va tranh duwoc khic trén vo s6 cdc tAm hinh chi nhat to nhd
da loai da khi€n Haruhiro bi 4p lwc. Nhitng ki hi€u d6 1a van ty ching?
Trong da’y con c6 ca nhitng birc tranh dworc td6 mau.

Ong chii tiém cao 18u nghéu du dang ng'di trén chiéc ghé siu trong géc
nha nhung nhin vin dai theet. Chi Unjou ha chiéc tdi deo Iwng to ding



xudng nén nha. Cé vé chu dang ¢ rit ra thir gi d6 tw chi€c tdi. Trong nd
gid'ng nhr mot phieén da.

“006066...” Yume ngdi xom & nguong cira. “Gi diy? Nhin odch nhi.”

Ranta nhac tAm che mit cia chiéc mii sit 1én va givong mét nhin. “...
Pbay la... bau vat ha...?”

“Chi ¢6 thé& thdi w?” Shihoru nhin quanh phong va thé dai. “... Nhwng
ma, theo mdt nghia nao do thi c6 1€ dung la bau vat that...”

“Hinh nhw day khong phai mdt tiém tap hod.” Merry thi tham. “... M@y
thtr d6 giong nhuw 1a, tw liéu lich s&?”

“Um, cam gidc ¢d ¢ 4y.” Kuzaku nhe bwdc vao trong, vai tay ra dinh
cham lén phi€n d4 nhwng roi lai rut vé. “Cham vao cheamg bi€t cd sao
khong nhi?”

Ong chu tiém cao 1&u nghéu nhan phién d4 tir chd Unjou, diit né 1én ban
va gio hai tay 1én. Haruhiro giat thét. C4u da nhin thdy mot thit hoi dang
s¢’. Chinh la doi tay ctia 6ng chu tiém cao 1€u nghéu. Tay 6ng c6 ndm ngon,
nhung 1ong ban tay... néu nhw Haruhiro khong nham, thi trén d6 c6 mdt.
Hinh nhuw 6ng chi tiém cao l1éu nghéu ding con mét 4y d€ ngdm nghia
phi€n da mdt cach ki cang.

Chu Unjou quay dau lai. “... O day khong c6 sach. Khong c6 siach gidy.
Ghi chép con s6t lai. La trén phién dé, phi€n dat sét. Trén cic tAm bang.
Hién nhan Oubu ¢ ban tay mdt ddy 1a mot nha nghién ciru. Ong dang thu
thap cac tadm bang ay. N&€u ching c6 gia tri, 6ng &'y s€é mua lai.”

Vay 13 Hién nhan Oubu v&i ban tay mdt chinh 12 6ng chd tiém cao 1éu
nghéu nay. Khi Hién nhan Oubu bd hai tay ra xa khoi phi€n da, 6ng mé hoc
ban, 18y ra vai dong xu den. By qua. Khong phai 1a nhitng dong xu co nhd,
cling chaamg phai d6ng xu c& vwra. B6 1a nhitng dong xu co 1on. Ma khong
phai 1a m6t xu. Tan hai xu 1an. Hai dong xu den c& 1on = 2 rou, tuy noi tuy
ngwoi ma gid tri s€ khac nhau nhwng chung quy, chiing cling phai twong
dwong ba mwoi d&n nam mwoi ruma. Mot mon tién khong 16.

Nhén hai dong xu ¢ 1on toe Hién nhan Oubu, chd Unjou than nhién
nhét chung vao chi€c tai deo lwng va noéi: “Ruo keh.”

“Avuruu seha...” Hién nhan Oubu dap 1o roi lai ti€p tuc dwa hai tay veé
phia phién dd dang d€ trén mit ban. Chéic 12 6ng 4y dang chim chid quan
sat phiéh dd m&i c6 dwoc bang con mét trén tay.



“Lumiaris va Skullhell.” Chd Unjou chot néi ra hai cdi tén ngoai duw
doén cua tyi Haruhiro va chi tay vao mdt phi€n da. “Cudc chién gitra than
voi than da dwoe veé lai.”

“O 6 6...” Ranta chay t&i, di sat mit vio phién d4. “Chuah luon...!
Khudn mat cia cai 6ng phia bén phai nay gidng y chang bi€u twong cta
Skullhell da’y!”

“Lumiaris luén dwgrc bi€u thi bdi ngdi sao sdu canh, nhwng chwa bao
gior dwoec mo ta trén tranh...” Merry ddn mét vao phién d4, dedng nhw ciing
thay quan tdm. “Nguwoi phu nir bén tay trdi 1a Lumiaris w...?”

Trén phi€n dd hinh chtr nhat dai theo bé ngang &Yy, phia bén phai vé
hinh ngwoi dan 6ng ¢6 khudn mait tya dau 1au, con bén tréi la ngwoi phu nie
cé mai toc dai. Ngwoi dan 6ng cam lwdi hdi bén tay phai, cAm ki€m bén tay
trdi va chi c6 mot chan. Ngwoi phu ntr thi khod than, tay phai cdm mot qua
cau lon, tay trai cam mot qua cau nhd, trén lung cdng cau vong.

Céanh nén ciia ntra bén phai 12 ban dém cdn nira bén trdi 12 ban ngay. O
phéan phia dwdi cda tranh, cé rd't nhi€u nhirng sinh vat nhd bé. Ho thudc
gidi tinh nam hodc ntr, ca hai bén tranh da'u v&i nhau. C6 the€ quan sat dwoe
hing ha sa s& nhitng canh twong dam xuyén nhau bang ki¢m, cdc mii tén
bay loan xa, nhitng sinh vat bé nhd guc nga. Mot cudc chién dAm mau dworc
tai hién trong tranh.

“N6 da xdy ra tai day,” chd Unjou tram giong, “Lumiaris va Skullhell
da tung & day. O ngay chinh Darunggar.”

“... Darun, ggar?” Haruhiro vira dwa mét nhin nhitng phién dd hay
phién dat sét khac vira hdi.

“Nhirng ngwoi & day goi nhuw vay.”

“Thén anh sdng Lumiaris va Than bong t6i Skullhell da ting giao tranh
tai Darunggar nay...” Shihoru than trong néi. “... Te xa xwa, cw dan &
Darunggar da theo phe ctia mot trong hai vi thdn 1a Lumiaris voi Skullhell
va danh 1an nhau...?”

“R&t cudc thi... bén ndo thing nhi?” Kuzaku xoa 1én hinh ngdi sao sdu
canh dwore khic trén 4o gidp clia minh.

“Nay, cdi thang kia.” Ranta khit miii. “Noi ddy cyc ki ti tim ma.
Ch:flng phai diéu d6 chirng td ngai Skullhell kinh yéu cida tao da gianh chién
thing hay sao?”



“Nhung ma phdp 4nh sang van xai dwoc.” Merry phan bac ngay 1ap tirc.
“Néu Lumiaris thua thi cheamg phai s& ri't ki cuc khi sitc manh d6 van con
kéo dai dén tan bay gio w?”

“Noi vay thi ma phédp béng tdi cling van xai dwoc kia kia? Hirm, nhwng
du 1a ma phdp anh sdng hay ma phdp béng t&i thi déu c6 cam gidc hi€u qua
da giam xudng mot nira.”

“Néu th€"...” Yume nhin vao mot phi€n da khac, “hay 1a ho hoa nhau?”

“... Viy, cd hai nguoi ho, bdy gio déu dang & Grimgar?” Haruhiro
nghiéng dau. “... N6i hai ngwoi c6 vé hoi sai. Than thi goi la gi nhi? Vi?
‘Hai vi’ ¢6 0n khong...?”

“K&t cuc cudc chién van chwa dwge phan dinh.” Chd Unjou vdc chiéc
tdi deo lung 1én vai. “D&n ca Hién nhan Oubu cé ban tay mit ciing bio
khong biét. Ong ta dang diéu tra viéc d6 day. Tam thoi, ching ta chi biét,
ca Lumiaris va Skullhell da roi khoi Darunggar. Darunggar tré thanh mot
th& gii vo thian.”

“Roi khdi...” Haurhiro ndm chit phn téc phia sau dau. “... Roi khdi s
dau?”
Shihoru nin thé. “... O dau do, ¢6... dwong? N&u nhur khdong c6 con

dwong nao dan tr Darunggar dén Grimgar, ho dau thé... roi di dwgc?”

“Piéu do c6 nghia la!” Ranta gao 1én. “Tui nay c6 th€ quay tré vE, ding
khong!?”

Kuzaku li€c nhin chd Unjou. “N&u vé dwoc, chi &y da veé roi chir...”

“Ping qud.” Yume thé dai thwon thwot. “Viéc chid Konjou con & day
qua nhién cé y nghia nhw vay nhi...?”

“Chu Unjou chtw...” Haruhiro dinh chinh r'6i quay lai vé&i dong suy nghi
ctia minh.

Qua thyc, cdu khong hé sd'c. Cau da teng nghi, minh mudn tré vé, néu
Vvé dwrgre thi 16t biét bao, nhung dao gan ddy, cAu bit d4u suy nghi ring, di
ching thé tré ve thi ciing khong sao cd. Gia du, néu & diy dén ca mot triim,
hai trdm ngdy ma van khong tim ra dworc chit manh mdi nao d€ tré vEé, bon
clu s€ can phai suy tinh mot cach thdu ddo vé viéc chinh thirc sinh sdng tai
day. Ho can phai dit nén méng tai manh da't Darunggar nay. Vi du nhw, ho
c6 the’ 1ap gia dinh ch?ing han? Pwong nhién, néi vy thoi chit cd bon van
can phai can nhic ki cang. D6 ra't ¢ thé 1a mot viéc vo cling hé trong. Ngay



ca Haruhiro cling khong th€ 18y viéc minh Ia thu linh ra Iam Ii do tri hoan.
Nguwoce lai con ¢ kidu tw duy cho rang chinh vi 1 tha linh nén cang phai
tién phong.

Khong the ddm chic 1a s& khong ¢ nhirng tién trién ki€u nhu ciu s& thd
16 mét cach cuc ki dit khoat.

A khong, khéng c¢é dau nhi? Khéng cé khd ndng? Thé 1 la cdi gi co
chi#? Minh sé thd’ 16 didu gi? Véi ai? Minh ching hiéu diéu do c6 ¥ nghia
glcd.

Trong lic Haruhiro ty hédi tw tra loi nhitng cau hdi vé nghia nhw vay,
chi Unjou da roi khodi phong nghién ctru, chir khdng phai tiém tap hod, cia
Hién nhan Oubu. Gid chd néi tredc mot 1o thi td't bi€t may, nhwng tinh
chd Unjou la vay nén cling danh phai chju théi. Nhém Haruhiro ciing bang
quo’ roi khoi phong nghién ctru va nhin thdy chi Unjou di d&€n mot ngoi
nha khéc.

D6 12 ngdi nha to nha't Lang Giéng, dwoc deng nén bing dd x&p chong
1én nhau va ctra sO lam tw kinh. Trong pham vi hi€u bi€t ctia Haruhiro, lu6én
c6 4nh sdng hit ra tr nhitng 6 ctra kinh &y. B&i vdy, chic chén ai d6 dang
song & day... Du ¢é y nghi Ay, cau cling chwa an nao nhin thdy bong dang
chi nhan cua ngdi nha. Trwdc diy, chi Unjou da tirng vao ngdi nha nay.
Cau chi nh& ¢6 vay. Ngoai ra, ciu chwa ting chirng ki€n ai khac ra vao day
bao gio.

Chid Unjou m& canh ctra can nha roi li€c nhin nhém Haruhiro. C6 phai
y chd &y la “di theo ta” khong nhi? Tui Haruhiro gidi nghia nhw vay va di
theo chd Unjou d&€ budc chin vao ngdi nha d6. Haruhiro chot ndi da ga. O
day c6 mot cam gidc gi d6 rat ki la. Haruhiro ngdm nghi, ddy la noi déu?
La th& gidi mang tén Darunggar. La Lang Giéng. Cau c6 cam gidc khong
phéi vay. No'i ddy rat khdc biét.

Khéc v&i cac cian nha con lai trong Lang Giéng, san nha & day dworc lat
phéng va trai thdm. C6 ca ké td. Mot chiéc ban. Ghé thi ¢6 t&i nim céi.
Hinh nhw & sau bén trong con ¢6 mdt phong ri€ng. Reém dwoc kéo gon &
hai bén 6 ctra s& kinh. P& nén dit & khip noi. Cay nén nao ciing dang dwoc
thip sang. Bon chiéc ghé dit quanh chiéc ban va chi c6 duy nha't mdt chiéc
dwoc x€p ngay chinh gitra phong.

Trén chi¢c gh& nim gitra phong d6, cé dy dang ng'di.



Mot con nguoi. Co6 mic mot chiec vdy dd. Pi tat tring, gidy den, thit
no’ dd, téc vang, mit xanh. C6 giong nhw mdt cd bé gdi con nhd tudi cé
nudce da tring béc.

Ban dau cdu da nghi vdy. Nhung ngay 14p tic cdu nhan ra minh da
nham.

“... Mot con biip bé w?” Haruhiro chd'p mét va nhin lai I4n ntra.

Tai sao cdu lai nghi con bip bé d6 la con nguoi nhi? Du dwoc ché tac
ri't tinh x40, nhwng qua thye trong né kh4 cii ki, trén da cling ¢ vai chd nit
né. Mét né thi ctt mé toang. Chi 13, méi téc ¢6 vé di dworc chai chudt, va bd
d'6 du da phai mau di it nhiéu nhung khong ¢ chd nao bi rach hay son ca.

“Th... Th& nay...” Ranta khong th6t nén loi.

Khéng chi c¢6 con bip b€ hay nhitng mén vat dung trong nha. Cin
phong nay thyc sy tran ngdp da the loai d6 dac. Trén ké td, trén ban, tham
chi 1a trén san nha. Hon ntra, n€u ndi 1a ta't ca thi cling khong ding, nhung
ma... cai nay, cai do, cdi no, cai kia, trong chiing rat quen thujc.

Vit dang treo trén twong trong gidng nhw mot cai khung to dung. Thi
tron tron & trén ban. R'6i mén d6 trong day dédn, c6 bon goc. Ca mon do
n&i hai vt tron v&i nhau bing mot thir tya ddy dai. K& ca vat the hinh chi
nhit mong c6 1& cam kha vura tay kia nira. Thir trong nhw t&m bang cé dinh
rd't nhi€u ndt. Va ca vat hinh t& gidc, voi goc tron, b€ mat 6p kinh... Minh
tirng nhin th@y chiing rdi. Hinh nhie. R4t ¢6 thé’.. Chdc chdn da tirng. The
nhuwng, sy tw tin ciia cdu dan dan bi lung lay. N6 giam di nhanh chéng trong
lic cdu xem cdc d6 vat. Cau da ting thd'y ching w? Thdt sao? Tai sao cau
lai qua quyét nhw vay ch?

Mic du cau khong bi€t gi ca. Cau khong bi€t tén chiing, cling khong
nh& minh da nhin thd’y ching & dau. Du khéng nhé gi nhung lai... da neng
thday? Tai sao minh néi thé’dwoc nhi? Bang chikng ddau?

Tuy nhién, trong nhitng d'6 vat d6 van c¢6 vai mén ciu ¢6 the nhan thirc
rd rang Ve viéc chiing 12 thir gi. Vai ddi kinh mit. Mot cdi ¢6 vién den, mot
cdi c6 gong sat. Ti€p dé&n 1a gong kinh d6i mdi. Dt mot s& mét kinh da bj
vo hoidc bj ma't, nhung chiing chéic chin 12 nhitng cip kinh. Trén ké ta bay
nhirng cuén sach. Tuy nhién, d6 1a cac cudn sach hoan toan khac v&i nhirng
cudn cau da thd'y & Grimgar. Cé nhiéu cudn mong va nhd hon. Ngoai ra,



con ¢é nhung chi€c lon hay binh dyng trong sudt. Mic du trong sudt,
nhwng xem ra ching khong lam tw kinh.

Chd Unjou ha cai tii deo trén lwng xudng san nha, 187y ra thir gi do tw
bén trong. C6 vé 1a mdt qua béng nhd mau trang. Khi chid Unjou dit né 1én
mat ban, mot am thanh khd cirng vang 1én. Qua bong khong lan. Bé mit né
hinh nhw hoi g6 gh€ thi phai.

“... bay... Pay la cai gi vay...?” Kuzaku hoéi. “... Chau cam tha’y hinh
nhw 1a... chdau bi€t n6, mang méng...”

“Ta chju.” Chu Unjou cham rdi nhin xung quanh khong gian bén trong
can phong. Hinh nhw chi dang ki€m tra tinh trang chdy cta cac ngon nén.
“Khong r6. Ngay cd ban than ta... Nhung, ta chi bi€t duy nhat mét diéu
ring, ching khdc biét. Nhitng &' vat trong cin phong nay, déu khac biét.”

“... Khdc biét...” Shihoru 1ic dau. “Ch4u... ciing cam thay vdy. Ring
ching khdc biét....”

Merry ap tay 1én ngwc. “Nhirng thir nay... td't ca, déu la d6 chd thu thap
u?...”

“Khong.” Chd Unjou tra loi ngay 14p tirc. “Can phong nay da cé6 tw khi
ta dén.”

“U...” Yume ¢Am mén @6 hinh chi nhat moéng trén mat ban. Khi cd
mi&t ngdn tay lau di lp bui trén bé mat, né 1dp tirc sdang bong 1én. Yume
nghiéng c6. ...0?”

“Nghia 13 cw dan trong lang da thu thap chiing a...?” Ranta ngdm nghia
con bup bé v&i thai d6 tha’y ghé. “... Khong ai s6ng & cdn nha nay a? Ngoai
con bé nay ra.”

Chii Unjou ha't cam vé phia con biip bé. “Pirng c6 dong vio Kinuko.”

“Kinu... ko... 1a con bup bé nay u?”

“Moi nguoi goi vay day.”

“Troi. VGi chdu thi né ching gidng bip bé Kinuko tf nao. N&u hdi né
thudc loai nao, chdu tha'y n6 giéng Nancy hon.”

“.. Chéng gidng Nancy gi cd.” Shihoru pha dinh. “Nhat dinh khong.”

“Vay theo ba n6 giong cai gi ha!? Thach ba néi da’y, d6 nguc khing
kia!”



“Ha...” Shihoru 14y tay che nguc. “Gi... Gidng Alice chiang han. Gia du
the"...”

“Um, hay 12 Alice nhi... Um...” Ranta khoanh tay. “Nhwng cho du ¢6 1a
loai nao thi cling khdng phai Kinuko.”

“Céc vi than da roi bd Darunggar.” Chi Unjou nhéac chié€c tdi deo lung
1én. “D6, 1a vat thay the. Ngoi lang nay ton tho Kinuko. Ho néi ring...
Kinuko dén ter mét the” gidi khac.”

“Cling phai...” Haruhiro gat dau. “N6 dwong nhw rat... khac voi nhieng
thir thudc veé thé€ gidi nay. Nhuwng néu hodi chau day c¢6 phai d6 toe Grimgar
khong thi...”

“Khong th€ nao.” Yume trd 1o trong khi vAn van vé mén d6 hinh chi
nhdt mong kia. “Co’ ma nhé, Yume &y ma, tuy th@y kho gidi thich, nhwng
c6 cam gidc than thudc 1dm co. Tuy hoan toan chang hiéu thw nay 1a céi gi
nhwng Yume ctr thd’y nhw minh bi€t né vay. Ki cuc ha...”

“Nhirng vdt di biét ciing la d6i twong dwoe ton the.” Chi Unjou ndi.
“Hé tim dworc & dau do thir gi mang lai cdm gidc gidng nhw vay, ta s& mang
n6 dén day... dang cho Kinuko.”

“Vay, tirc 1a...” Ranta qua ding la hang can ba, “lam khong cong a?”

Chd Unjou chi khit mdi mot céi chir khong tra 1oi cau hdi do.

Haruhiro khé cudi dau. “... Bon chdu xin 16i. That dd'y a.”

“Ha? Xin 13i cdi gi cor, Parupiroo? May bj ngdo a? Phadi, may 1a thing
ngdo ma!” Ranta chéng td ra an nan ti nao. “Hwm, nhung chuyén né thé
roi. K€ ca khdong quy ra ti€n, nhwng néu Kinuko 1a than thanh thi ching ta
¢6 th€ trong cho’ vao on hué twr ¢6 ta chir ha? N&u vay thi cling ddang d€ lam
da’y. Phai r'd6i, phai roi. Néu chiing minh tim dwoc cdi gi, hdy mang né dén
day.”

“... DU vay... thi...” Kuzaku ng6i x0m tred’c 0 vat trong nhw mot cai
khung tranh lon. “Tai sao lai ¢6 thir nhw th€ nay ¢ ddy dwoee nhi? ‘Tai
sa0?’ liéu c6 phai mot cau hodi hop 1i khong? Néi sao gior. Du té khong dién
ta cu th€’ dwore, nhung cac cau khong tha'y ki cuc sao?”

Haruhiro hi€u ra't r6 diéu Kuzaku mudn néi. Du hi€u, nhwng cau khong
dién td cu thé dworc. Viéc khong dién ta cu th€ dwoc rat khé chiu va khién
cdu cam th@y ki qudc vo cung.

“Bon toi dang tim kiém cach thwe quay lai thé gioi cii.”



L&i n6i cia Shima bdng hién vé trong dau cau. Trd vé. Thé gidi cil.

Cau thdy dau dau. O quanh vung thai dwong, ma khdng, & tan sdu bén
trong thai dwong cé cam gidc nang né va dau nhéi. Noi do c6 mot th gi
day. Cau chi c¢6 theé cam thay nhw vay. Du thé’, ban tay nay chang thé’ cham
toi noi do dwoec. AB(’)’i né nam trong dau ciu ma. Cau dau thé thoc ngén tay
vao d€ki€m noé. Oi, gid ma lam nhw the” dwge thi swong phai biét!

“... Chd Unjou.”

“Gi vay?”

“Chd Unjou... da bao gio’ nghi t&i viéc mudn quay trd vé thé gidi cii
chwa?”

“Th& gidi... ci?” Chii Unjou nhéc lai 1¢i ctia Haruhiro r6i im bit.

“Cai d6...” Merry cham chu nhin Haruhiro qua 1op mat na. “... Thé’ gioi
cii d6 khong phai 1a Grimgar sao...?”

“0...7” Shihoru che miéng.”... Th& gidi cd... khdong phai Grimgar...”

Yume ngang 1€n nhin tran nha. “He @ @...7”

“Ci...” Kuzaku té ra dam chiéu. “Ci...”

“Nay nay nay. Cu ¢6 nghia la gi hd cdi tén kia?” Ranta dinh cuoi roi lai
thoi. “... Sao co? Chang I€ lai nhw vdy. Nghia la tui minh tor mét thé” gidi
khac nao d6 t¢i Grimgar 2y ha...?”

“Néu khong phdi thé” thi l1a gi?” Merry 1én ti€ng nhw dang ty nédi cho
ban than nghe. “Du t& khong nhé chuyén trude day... nhung té chic chin
phai ting ton tai & noi nao d6. Khong thé€ ¢6 chuyén ty dung tui minh
dwoc sinh ra v&i bd dang thé nay.”

“... N6i chung 1a tyi minh d&n tir dau ch?” Gigng Shihoru ¢6 chiit run
ray. “Cadi viéc twr dau, néi cach khac... Trong ki e cia t&, ding la... to da
tirng hdi Haruhiro rang day 1 noi ndo.”

“...Xin 16i,” c6 gdi véc ngwoi nhé nhdn dibng ngay sau cdu rut ré hdi.
“...Day la noi nao vay?”

Haruhiro ¢6 cam gidc minh da tra loi rﬁng, “Ay, cdu cé héi thi to ciing
chiu thoi.”

“..Vay a.Xin l6i, c... ¢6 ai biét... chb nay la dau khong?”

Shihoru. Bung vady. Ngwoi d6 chinh 1a Shihoru... Nhwng, 1a noi nao vay
nhi?



“Yume da thd'y mit trdng”. Yume v0 tay cai bop. “Mit trdng do rec. Vi
th&’ ma Yume ngac nhién 1dm.”

“A,” ¢ ban tét téc chop chop mdt roi khé mim cwoi. “Mdt trdng mau
do. Thdt la dep!”

La Yume. D6 1a Yume. Haruhiro nh¢ ra r'6i. Bung thé’, lic d6 ca bon da
nhin 1én mit tring. Mot mit tring nim trong khodng gitta tring hinh ludi
li€m va trang hinh ban nguyét, cé mau do6 twa nhw hong ngoc.

Haruhiro da nghi, tai sao no lai mau dé chie. Mdt trdng mau do trong
thdt lg thirong.

Chd d6 12 noi nao nhi?

“Trén d61 w...”

Nhém Haruhiro da tirng ¢ mat trén mot ngon doi ndm canh Alterna.
C6 rat nhiéu ngdéi mo x&€p hang & dé, Manato va Moguzo cling dwgc mai
tang tai day. Thém ca Choco ntra... Choco, Choco...? C6 a4y la dong doi cta
Kuzaku. Mot dao tac. Mot linh tinh nguyén dan em. C6 &y da hi sinh trong
mot tran chi€n tai Phdo dai quan sat Dead Head... Chi vdy thoi w? Cau cling
khong biét nira. C6 gi d6 con vedng mic. Nhw th€ cau da lang quén diéu
gi... Co Ay 1a ngudi con gdi v&i do6i mét to. C6 chiit bong mét. Vi ddi moi
dau ra nhr dang hon dodi. Cing méi té¢c bob. D6 1a Choco... La dong doi
cua Kuzaku... nhwng da hi sinh. Khong th€ gédp lai nira roi.

“Ching minh da ting ¢ ngon d6i d6 nhi?”” Haruhiro nhin mot lwgt cac
dong ddi. “Chuyén dé khong sai phai khong? It nhat thi Shihoru, Yume,
Ranta... cd Manato va Moguzou ciing da & d6. Kikkawa. Renji. Ron. Sassa.
Adachi. Ca Chibi ntra. Ho déu da ting & d6. Chd ngon d'6i 4'y. Chiing ta da
nhin th@y trang dé tai d6... Kuzaku va Merry thi sao...?”

“Ngon d6i...” Merry 1dm bam v&i vé ngan ngo'. “T¢ van con nhd... Du
hoi mo h6. C6 1€, ki &e d4u tién cia té 1a & ngon d'6i bén canh Alterna.”

“Té cling vAy thi phai.” Kuzaku ciing git d4u. “Sao nhi... Um, t& da &
d6. Cung v&i nhieng ngwoi khac. Nhung t& khong nhé 16 bon to da ndi
nhtrng chuyén gi...”

“That tring hop.” Pén cd chi Unjou cling dap 1o trong ldc thoang no
mot nu cwoi. “Ta van nhé mit trdng mau dd minh da tha’y trén ngon d6i do.
Ta da nghi ring mit tring dd, hoi ghé ghé.”



“... Khong phai ra't ki la sao?”” Haruhiro kéo mot trong nhirng chi€c ghé&’
dat & quanh ban va ng6i xuéng. “Ching ta da xudt hién... tai ngon d'6i do.
No6i thé nao nhi... Chuyén dy that hét sirc la lung. Truedc khi d&€n Grimgar,
du ching minh & noi nao di chiang nira, theo nhw suy nghi thong thwong,
ki€u... phai ¢6 thi nhw 1a deong di 161 lai. Ching phai ching ta nhat dinh
da di qua mot thir nhw thé sao? VAy ma, ching ta lai... xudt hién tai ngon
doi1.”

“C6 mdt cai thap.” Chd Unjou dot nhién c&i chi€c mi dan ra. Mai téc
cét ngin clia chd &y di bac di phan nira. Mic du nita dudi khudn mit bi
khiin quang che mat, nhung phan tir mét tré 1én van 16 ra. Chd 4y d€lai an
twong vE mot nguoi dan 6ng khoang ching bon mwoi hay nam mwoi tudi
mang vang tran vo cung dinh dac. Chu Unjou dit chi€c mu dan 1€n ban roi
cling ng'6i xudng gh&”. “Né&u nhw ki &rc cia ta la ding, thi trén ngon d'6i do6
c6 ‘Thdp cam’.”

“M0ot toa thap khdng c6 ctra ra vao...” Ping lic nay, toan than Shihoru
kh€ run ray. “T¢ cling khong rd né ¢6 & d6 d€'lam gi. To da ludn nghi viée
ay that la ki cyc...”

“C6 1€ nao...” Ranta ngdi bét xuéng san nha, “tui minh da di ra tw cai
thap d6?”

“Mac du khong ¢6 ctra ra vao sao?” Merry hdi véi vé nghi ngo.

“Um...” Ranta ty g6 vio dau minh. “Van dé ndm & chd d6. Nhung ma,
bao la khdng ra vao dworc thi cling that ki quac. Rat 1a khong hop li. Phai
chéang la c6 canh ctra bi mat dwoc gidu & dau d6?”

“Néu 1a Hiyomu thi chic s& biét dady?” Yume ty dung 1én tiéng.
“Hiyomu y, cd &y da din ching minh t& ngon ddi sang chd Brichan &
Alterna.”

“L’an cda to cling vay.” Merry gat dau.

“A...” Kuzaku hoi gio tay 1én. “Té niva.”

“Ta thi...” Chd Unjou an tay vao gitra hai hang 16ng may, “c6é cam giac
la mot ngeoi dan Ong... Ngwoi d6 bao hdy goi anh ta la Saa. Thé con
Brichan la ai?”

“A thi...” Haruhiro tra 1o, “anh &y 12 s& tredng Vin phong doan linh
tinh nguyén Red Moon thudc quan ddi ving Bi€n canh Alterna. Tén anh 2y
1a Britney.”



“Brimgy, ” chii Unjou mé to mét, ... 1 gi trdng nhu con gdi c6 ding
khong? Mat mau xanh nwde bién.”

“...Chu quen anh &y a?”

“Ta bi€t. Tén that ctia cau ta la Shibutori.”

“Shibutori!?” Ranta la 1on. “Brichan tén that 1a Shibutori ha!?”

“Shibutori thudc thé hé sau ta... Bdy gio cdu ta la s& tredng clia Vin
phong doan linh tinh nguyén roi a?”

“Da, chii Unjou.” Haruhiro rut ré hoi. ... Chd t&i Darunggar bao 1au r'oi
al”

“N#m nghin sdu trim bdy mwoi sdu.” Chi Unjou dwa mét nhin xa xim.
“Twr lic ta bat dau d&m thi 1a nhw vay. D6 13 s6 Tan ta d6n ban mai mo' toi
sau khi dém den dén r'6i di.”

“... Nam nghin sdu tram...”

Chaalng biét d0 dai mot ngay & Darunggar v&i Grimgar ¢ twong duwong
nhau khong nira. Khdc nhau chiing? Du ciu khong chic, nhung n&u chiing
giong nhau thi... chd Unjou da trdi qua tdn mwoi 1am nam hai tram 1& mot
ngay tai Darunggar nay roi.

“Tinh d&n nay chi di bit gip ngudi ndo, y chau 1a... loai ngwoi, gidng
nhuw ching chau chwa a?”

“Chwa. Tt dau toi gior. Cac ¢6 cdu la nhirng ngwoi dau tién.”

“That w...” D&n ca Ranta cling thd't 1én voi giong u sdu. “Chuyén do...
Chuyén d6... Nghi€m tic thi, néi sao nhi, viéc do that sy ra't kho khan. That
swr...”

“A, ta ciing da quen r'6i.” Chid Unjou ha mét nhin xuéng ban. ... Ta da
dan quen. DU gi cling ching the quay vé dwoc nita. Ta da tir bd t 1au roi.
Cudc song & noi ddy ciing khong qué té... O dau quen d6. Nhitng thit trede
kia ta cho la la lung thi sau ciling tr¢ thanh diéu hi€n nhién ca. Hoc dwoc
ngdn nglkr. Tim dwoc tri ki. Ngén ngtr ctia cac ¢d clu gio cir nhw 1a ti€ng
nwde ngoai doi voi ta. Ta da quén dén phan ntra. Trong lic néi chuyén, ta
ma&i nhé ra. Nhw thé nay. Tuy nhién, du thé nao di ntra thi chuyén quay tré
lai cling 1a khong th€. Cac c6 ciu ciing nén chuan bj tinh than cho ban than.
Ngon d6i d6. Toa thap cAm. Sao cling dwgc. Canh ctra bi mat. Gia du cé
tht ciing ching the tim ra. Khong th& xdc thue duge. Hay sdng & day. D6



1a cch duy nhat. Hiy sdng cho t&i ldc lia doi. O ddu ciling nhw nhau thoi.
Chiing ta chi c6 Iwa chon d6.”

“... Khong chi ¢6 mdi chiing chau dau.” Shihoru néi nhw rin ting tee. ...
C6 mdt nhém hai nguwoi tai nang, giau kinh nghiém hon hin ching chau,
tén la Lala va Nono, cling da d€n Darunggar. Hon ntra, chiing chiu ciing
khong hin Ia di thang tir Grimgar dén day.”

“Vay thi tr dau?” Chud Unjou go ngon trd tay phai xudng mat ban. “Cac
cd cau da vao Darunggar ti dau?”

Haruhiro khé ma néi rang cdu van con nhé ro rang va chinh xdc. Ca
khodng céch 14n phwong hwdng déu mi mo. Du vay, Haruhiro van cd gidi
thich mot cach chi ti€t trong kha nang cé th€ cho chi Unjou ma khong bién
né thanh mot cau chuyén qud v phitrc tap va rdi ram, vé toan b hanh trinh
di to Dusk Realm (Thé& gidi hoang hén) dé€n Darunggar r'oi vweot bao khé
khan d€ t&i dwoe Lang Giéng.

“Thweng lwu con song...” Chd Unjou thoang cwoi véi vé ngd ngang.
“Céc cd ciu gdp may d6. That ki diéu khi cdc c6 c4u van binh an v sy.”

Theo 1¢i chd Unjou, cénh rirng & phia bic Lang Giéng la noi cwr ngu
cua loai ngai ddc dwoc goi la yeguyorun, cé nghia la “ngai swong”. Pdc
cta loai ngai nay cwc manh, c6 th€ khi€n hau hét cac loai sinh vat mat y
thirc trong dau dén ngay tirc khic. Chi c6 loai dong vat gidng chon mang
tén getaguna la khéc. Ch:flng 0 ¢6 phai loai dong vat nay c6 kha nang khang
doc ctia yeguyorun hay khong ma yeguyorun vén di khong th€ tan cong
ching dwgc. Khi yeguyorun qudy con m6i roi khi€n ching bat tinh,
getaguna s€ chay dén va dn ngdu nghi€n ndi tang ctia con mo6i. Yeguyorun
thwong hiit mau con m6i va d@ tring trong thit. Mot thdi gian ngén sau do,
treng nd ra. Nhirng mi€ng thit rira d6 s€ l1a ngudn dinh dwong nudi ngai
con tredng thanh cho d&n khi ching moc canh va bay di.

Céc con ngai yeguyorun nhd chi bing dau ngén tay ut. Co' ban thi
khong ai ¢6 th€ tranh dwgrc ching trong cac khu rieng Darunggar t67i tam,
chwa kip nhén ra thi da bi chich r6i. Thyc t&, du tic dong tor ddc cia mot
con ngai khong qua manh, nhwng da c6 mét con thi s€ c6 ca ma’y tram con
khéac & xung quanh, nén nan nhan sé€ bi chich li€n tuc ra't nhi€u 4an.

Ciing c6 nhitng con yeguyorun sdng & bdi song phia Bic. Hon nira, khi
di doc con sdng, cin phai hét stirc chi y vi ¢ nhirng con tobachi, cé nghia



la tinh tinh t€ hai, 1a mot nhém nhwrng sinh vat ra't gidi tro tdn cong bat
ngd, theong ah nadp khip moi noi. Tobachi ¢6 nhiéu ching loai nén day
dwore cho 1a cdi tén goi chung cac loai dong vat an thit hung dir séng ¢ doc
con song. Pwong nhién, cé lic tobachi cling tro thanh con m6i cua
yeguyorun va getaguna. Ngoai ra, loai dong vat dang khi mat ché dwoc goi
la gaugai ¢6 1€ chinh 1a bon khi ché, phan bd rong rai, la loai an tap, nhwng
mon chung wa thich chinh la getaguna.

D gi thi khu rirng & phia Bic Lang Giéng duwoc goi 12 Adunyegu mang
y nghia “khu rieng noi 1 ngai sinh s6ng”, 1a m6t noi cwc ki nguy hi€m,
nhirng ai khon ngoan thuwong s€ khong bén mang tdi lam gi.

Theo cach néi ctia chd Unjou, n€u muén vwgt qua Adunyegu dé quay
vé Dusk Realm (Thé gi¢i hoang hon) thi ho c¢an chuan bi tinh than dén
nhin cai chét. Du la ba ngay, hai ngay, hay tham chi mdt ngay thi chu
Unjou cling khong the€ twdng twong dwoc viée vt qua Adunyegu ma
khong gap phai 10 yeguyorun. Mot khi gap phai ching thi cudc doi coi nhw
cham hét. Thi thoang ¢c6 mot hay hai con yeguyorun bay lac vao Lang
Giéng, chi thé¢" thoi cling da tré thanh chuyén ndo dong ca lang roi.

“... May, may ma tui minh khéng di thit...” Ranta nudt nwdc bot danh
wc mdt cdi. “Bay gio’ minh tré lai Dusk Realm cling khéng ich gi. Noi d6
nguy hiém theo cach khac. C6 1€ Lala va Nono cling chflng dworc binh an vo
sy dau. May k& d6 dau phai 6ng trim may méin nhu tao. Chic da chét
quich & dau d6 roi. Ho chf:ing qua chi loi dung chiing ta r'6i vét chanh bd
v0, gior sé tha'y qua bao thoi...”

“Trwdc mat thi hai ngwdi ho van chwa dén ngoi lang nay...” Kuzaku 14m
bam.

“Chéic vay.” Cdch néi chuyén ctia chd Unjou da bit dau trd nén troi
chdy. “Tuy nhién, ngoai chd nay ciing ¢6 ngdi lang khdc. Hodc néi ding
hon la ¢6 thi tran khac.”

Puwong nhién, c6 cling cheamg phai chuyén la. N6 s€ ba't binh thwong va
ki la hon n€u nhw sau tran chi€n gitra Lumiaris va Skullhell chi con duy
nha't mot ngdi lang ndy... Thé nhwng, cd bon van nga ngtra vi kinh ngac.

“0...” Haruhiro chaalng th€ th6t nén 101, quay sang nhin cac d6ng doi.

“0.” Yume 4p tay vao hai bén m4. “Vay la c6 thj tran w...”

“(y, & dau!?” Ranta stra lai. “... O’ chdn cao quy ndo vay a!?”



“...Chon cao quy?” Giong di¢u Shihoru toat 1€n sy chan ghét.

“Ta khong ngai n6i cho cac co cqu.” Chua Unjou doi chi€c mi dan 1€n.
“Li do vi sao khong th€ vé lai Grimgar. Nhan tién, ta s€ dwa céac co cu t&i
thi trin Herbesit. Puvong nhién la n€u cac c6 cau mudn.”



13. Sang to

reocYhi roi di, theo loi khuyén, néi ding hon 1a chi dao, t chi Unjou,
nhém Haruhiro da chuan bij ra't ki lwong.

Thi train Herbesit ndim & phia TAy Lang Giéng, cich Lang Giéng ba
ngay di bo. Doc dwong, ho s& nghi chin trong rirng. Rirng phia Ty véng
bong loai yeguyorun doc, nhung lai tdp trung hang dan bon gaugai (khi
chd). Ngoai ra, trong rieng con ¢6 ra't nhiéu loai dong vat an thit va an tap
hung d, cling nhw 1i durzoi, c6 nghia la “nhtrng ké coO dai”, mot chung tdc
trong giong ngwoi nhwng cd bon tay.

Theo loi chd Unjou, durzoi 1a nhirng ké& di sin c6 long ty trong cao,
theong don thwong doc ma sén ling cac con thd an thit Ion dwgce goi la
vagul. N&u con mdi bi ké khiac ning mat, ching s& tré nén phin nd roi
bién thanh ké dich ddy 4m anh va phién todi. Tuy nhién, chwng nao lgi ich
khong bi anh hwdng, ching sé khong 1am hai ai. Tuy vdy, cd nhém van phai
can trong v&i gaugai va cdc loai thi khdc nhw vagul, sidda va wepong. Moi
loai déu c6 chién thuit riéng va rad't khon ngoan trong viéc danh tring so’ hé
cua ké thu.

Céch duy nha't d€ tranh hau hét cac loai thud la dung chi€c chuong giong
loai dwore treo trén xe ngwa cia nguoi thg dot than. Ho dd mua dwgc mot
chi€c chudng dudi thi tw 10 rén. Vi cdi gia khong ré. Ho phai trd tan hai
muoi ruma, nheng ¢6 vé d6 sé 1a mot vat ba't li than khi bang qua rirng, nén
cling dang tién da’y chir.

O khu rimg phia Tdy, vé co ban, ho s& phai rung chudng dudi thi lién
tuc. Chu Unjou dwong nhién ciing c6 chuéng, nhung hinh nhw bang qua
khu rirng mét minh chaalng dé dang gi. Chi ¢an c6 dong minh, hanh trinh da
d& thé hon han. Khi chd ndm nghi, ai d6 trong s6 nhirng ngwoi con lai s€
thay phi€n nhau rung chudng.

Bén canh dé6, trong rirng cd ca cac loai con trung va rin doc, di khong
doc bang yeguyorun, do d6, khi ngi, khong nén d€ 16 thé da nao ra ngoai.



Nhém Haruhiro da mua mot mi€ng vai day & ctra hang quéan 4o va tdi xach
de€ chuan bi cho viéc cang Téu. Ho 18y vai mém ty may d0 16t va cac vat
dung khac. Ngoai thirc dn dong hop, ca bon con mua cd nén va dau chiét
xua't tir thiee vat & cira hang thyc phdm. Tredc gio', nhém Haruhiro van coi
phong nghién ctru ctia Hién nhan Oubu Ia tiém tap hod, thé€ nhwng, tiém tap
hod thyc sy & cdi Lang Gi€ng nay lai 1a tiém thyc pham ctia Chu tiém Cua
Bu.

Xong xudi, nhém Haruhiro cing chd Unjou roi Lang Giéng d€ Ién
dwong.

Piéu tién, ho theo ddu xe ngwa, tim d&€n 160 dot than. Con dwong chwa
dung lai & d6. Nhém Haruhiro ciling ting ty hoi, liéu con dwong nay sé din
ti dAu néu ho ctr thé’ ma di? Theo 161 chid Unjou, con dwong s& dan dén
mot cai nga ba.

Dan d4u doan 1a chd Unjou v&i chi€c chudng dudi thi treo trén tdi. Do
d6, nhém Haruhiro trede mét chi viée bam theo. “Cé chiéc chuong cda chu
Unjou r'6i thi can gi chudng riéng nra?” Ho da nghi nhw vay, nhung dya
dam ciing chi nén c¢6 mirc do thoi.

Ngwoi the d6t than nhin nhw anh em sinh d6i v&i ga the rén & Lang
Giéng dang lam gi @6 & 10 nung than. Hinh nhw chd Unjou ¢6 quen biét voi
ngwoi nay. Sau mot h'di cwoi cwodi néi néi vui vé, chi ra Iénh cho nhém
Haruhiro nghi chan tai day.

“Khu rirng khong ¢4 noi ndo an toan nhwe chd nay dau. Di tiép cling s&
khong ¢é nguoi nao t6t nhw anh 4y ca. N&u cdc ¢6 ciu hi€u r'éi thi liéu ma
ngt cho diy vao.”

Duwa theo khau khi ctia chd Unjou thi ngwoi dan & thi tran Herbesit ¢6
18 khong dwoe than thién cho 14m. C6 mudi phan thi Haruhiro di lo 1ing
hét chin phén, chi con m6t phan hi vong, thé nhwng, cau khong c¢6 y dinh
thodi lui. Nhém Haruhiro can dwoc bi€t. Bi€t & diay khong phai chi qua 1o
k€, ma con phai trai nghiém thyc t&. Dan gian ¢6 cau: “Tram nghe khong
bang mot tha'y.” C6 nhitng thit phai nhin tdn mét, phai s& tin tay m&i hicu
hé&t dwore. Ho khong the chi dya vao thong tin truyén miéng twr ai khidc ma
dwa ra quyét dinh. Pay con 1a chuyén gin lién v&i twong lai cta ta't cd moi
nguoi.



Sau mot gid’c ngd, chi Unjou giuc ca bon xudt phat. V&i nhom
Haruhiro, con dwong tw 10 rén tré di 1a ca mdt thé gidi xa la. Mic du ca
dam rat cang thaalng, nhung chd Unjou thi vAn phim phim tién buwdc va
cling chwa ¢6 chuyén gi xay ra. Cé vé nhw chudng dudi thi ra't cé tac dung.
Tw trong ring, ho khdng thé€ nhin thd’y dwong troi phia xa. Du vy, troi ¢
sang hon mot chit, nén ho c6 the phan biét dwoc ngay va dém. Ngay trong
ngay hom d6, ca nhém da t&i dwoc ngd ba dwong. Chd Unjou chon con
dwong phia TAy Nam. Chd néi ring, néu di theo con dwdng phia Tay Bic,
ho s€ gap phai mdt ngon ndi ra't doc. C6 the€ tha’y loang thodng ngon nii do6
& tit phia xa.

Con duong danh cho xe ngwa von khong phai do nguoi thy dot than &y
m& ra ma ¢6 vé nhw né da ton tai tw ra't lau r'oi. Cdi 10 dot than cling vy,
trede khi ¢6 nguoi thg dot than nay thi & d6 ting c¢é mot nguoi the dot
than khac.

Theo nhirng gi cic tA'm bang, phi€n da va phi€n dat sét ghi lai, k& ca
sau khi Lumiaris va Skullhell ro1i di, chién tranh & Darunggar van kéo dai
gitta phe Ni than Anh sdng va phe Nam than Béng t&1, hay con goi 14 cudce
chién gitra phe Anh séng va Béng t&i. DAu cho nhitng ngwdi ditng dAu hai
phe déu da khong con, Darunggar vén bj chia 1& sdu sic 1am hai ciing
khong the thong nha't lai thanh mot khoi.

Du 4m ctia cudc phan tranh kho'c liét @6 van con tOn tai dé€n ngay nay.
Vi du, thdy ma la hau dué ctia nhirng ké ton tho Skullhell, ching tan sat, dn
thit 13n nhau, cAu mong rang dén cudi cling, tit cd moi thir déu bj huy diét.
Lang Gié€ng lai 1a noi tu hop con chau ctia nhirng ngwoi ton tho Lumiaris,
ho truyén miéng nhau ciu chuyén vé sy tro lai cia N&r théan, soi sang
Darunggar tim t&i. Mit khdc, ho c¢6 vé ciing chi nghi ring d6 13 mot truyén
thuy€t, theé” gian nay roi cling s€ k€t thuc trong tam t61 ma thoi. Viéc ho ton
sung bip bé Kinuko cung cac thir ki di ¢6 1€ cling 1a mdt bi€u hién cia suy
nghi miu thuin va méo mé dé.

Theo chd Unjou, sau khi gidi nghia cac tim bang, ngwoi ta nhian dinh
ring, trong qué khit titng c6 mdt ching tdc déng vai trd trung tim trong sy
kién dung xdy veong qudc, hoa gidi mot bd phan cia phe Anh sdng va phe
Boéng t61, thi€t 1ap nén mot cdng dong dia phwong. Tuy nhi€n, cong dong
1'n hon mot ngdi lang hay mot thi trdn nay hin da bi tan rd do dp luc tw
bén trong hodc bén ngoai. Vi vua tirng phat huy nang Iyc 1anh dao tai ba



ctia minh d€ xay dung veeong qudoc thi da bang ha hodc bi am sat, va khi 2y,
da't nwde roi vao canh hdn chién va sup d& sau mdt khoang thoi gian ngén
ngui.

Ngudi ta cho ring Darunggar cé nghia 13 “viing dat tuyét vong”. Tuy
vay, khong phai thé gi¢i nay ludn dwoc goi bing cdi tén d6. Ban dau, né ¢
tén l1a Fanangar (thién dwong) do Enos (t€én mot vi thin) cai quan. Khi thin
Enos tdch thanh Lumiaris v&i Skullhell va bat dau tranh dd'u v&i nhau, né
lai tré thanh Jidgar (chién treong). Sau khi bi ¢a hai vi than rudng bd, troi
va da't déu bi ndi tuyét vong bao trim.

Ho hdi ha ti€n budc doc con dwong xe ngwa ddm xuyén qua khu rieng
sdu hun hidt. T ndy dén gio' van chwra ¢ bat ¢k con thd nao lai gan. Bon
ciu hét strc bi€t on chi€c chudng dudi thd. Khi man dém budng xudng,
Haruhiro bdng cdm thdy ¢6 dnh nhin cla thit gi d6. C4u néi diéu day vdi
chii Unjou va chi ddp rang d6 1a 1ii durzoi.

“Pay la chuyén thwong trong khu rirng nay. Ping ¢ ging tim ching.
Pang nio ciling chang tha’y dau. Neu ching coi cdu nhw ké dich, cau s€ bi
san duoi. Tém lai 1a chang hay ho gi.”

Vay la chi ¢an nghe 101 chid Unjou va khéng ban tdm ntra 1la dwoc ding
khong? Th& nhung, thanh thdt ma ndi, cu van ban tdm. Dém da vé khuya
nén ca nhém cang Iéu bén dwong, thay phién nhau rung chuéng duoi thi
trong lic nguoi khic ngli. Tuy & trong Téu khong cdm thay gi nhung hé ra
ngoai nhan nhiém vu rung chudng, cau doi khi lai tré nén bat an mot cach
khé hiéu. Thinh thodng cé ca nhitng tiéng ddng. Chic hin 1a do c& tinh.
Nhirng tén tho sdn durzoi ¢6'y gay ti€ng dong d€ tham do phan (ng cia doi
phrong. Néu Haruhiro ¢c6 nhirng hanh ddng mang tinh thu dich, bi€t dau
mot mili tén s& bay d&n chd ciu ngay tirc khic. Pam durzoi cé the dang &
g4n ngoai strc tu’O’ng teong. Gio ma quay mat lai la s€ thdy ching & ngay
d6 va chét bat dic ki t vio khodnh khic tiép theo. Khong ai ddm khing
dinh chuyén d6 khong th€ xay ra. Hoac cling c6 kha nang chiing chi thich
hdm doa, khi€n d&i phuong phai canh giac va 18y dé lam thich thd...

Haruhiro gan nhw khong nga dworc, thé” nhwng, sang ra, cdu khong con
cam thay sy hién di€n cua i durzoi ntra. Ching da di mat w? Khong, khong
thé chdc chdn dwoc. Minh khong dwoc phép bat can. Hay minh dang cd
nghi day?



“May ma ct lo lﬁng thai qua nhw th€ Ia s€ troc ca dau day.” Cau bi
Ranta cwoi nhao. Haruhiro ¢6 byc minh, nhung néu cau do6i co véi tén nay
thi hin s& cang dworc the, nén cau chi trd 161 qua quyt: “Vang vang...” Du
vay, tén khon Ranta van cir K& m6m vao tai Haruhiro ma néi: “Troc, ca,
dau, da'y?” Ranta ma bi€n ma't thi con tdt hon ca bon durzoi. Tham chi la
cho mdt tén durzoi vao t& doi thé” chd Ranta cling dwgce. Trong lic nghi
may chuyén nhw vy, nhirng s¢ hai, quan ngai ctia ciu voi 1 durzoi da dan
voi bot. Rac reedi doi khi lai ¢6 ich khong ngo.

Hoém d6, khi troii vira t61, mot chuyén da xay ra. Co cdi gi d6 chan &
cudi con dwong cd nhom dang di. Hon ntra, “cdi gi d6” &y con dang dong
day. C6 1€ nén néi la “trwon bo”. PO 1a nhirng sinh vt thudén dai. Ching rat
dong. Bong d&n mirc khdng sao tin ndi. Vé bé ngoai clia ching dem lai an
teong giong nhw... ndi tang. Rudt, chfmg han? Néu phai chon mot thir
giong hon thi c6 18 14 giun da't. Nhitng khiic ruot to biang cdi cd tay. Khong
phai rudt, ma la giun dat. Ca binh doan d6 dang bang qua con dwong xe
ngua.

“...Ching 12 céi gi vay?” Kuzaku hdi bing giong khan dic.

Diéu d4ng ngac nhién 12 chd Unjou lai l4c 1ic du va néi: “Chiju.”

“... Eo o1...” Shihoru vwra thd't ra mdt ti€ng kéu ki qudi vira I0i vé phia
sau. Haruhiro hi€u cam giac do.

“S... S€ khong sao ma.” Yume nhin Haruhiro. “... Khong sao, ding
khong?”

Hoi to thi ich gi... Haruhiro mudn néi th€ nhwng cau kiém ché lai. “...
b... b&xem da.”

“Parupiro!” Ranta vO manh vao lung Haruhiro. “Di di! Nhay vao d6 di
chir. Thé la bi€t an toan hay khong lién. Lam di! May la thd linh co ma.
Kia!”

“Kia cdi gi ma kia.” Merry trong nhirng lic nhw th€ nay that dang so.
“Sao cdu khong nhdy vio di? Haru ma c6 ménh hé gi 12 ca bon ciing ric r&i
to day.”

“Y ba la tdi ¢6 b sao ciing dwoc ha!? Khong c6 t6i thi ddm cic nguoi
c6 hdi han cling dd mudn roi nhé! Ba phai nghi may chuyén dé cho ki roi
hing phat ngdn chir!? Ba c6 hi€u dwoc mot cadch day du sy vi dai cua tdi,



sy dac biét cua tdi, sy cong hi€n cua tdi hay trien vong cua téi khong
vay!?”

“A. Ranta thi ding 1a diic biét roi.” Kuzaku chen vao.

“Kuzakky! T6t roi to't roi tot roi! Tao dd nghi 12 may chic chén sé hicu
dwoc! May khong phai mot thing chi dwoc cdi to xdc! Phai c& mot thing to
x4c c&p do hai! Khong, chic ciling dwoc cap d6 ba day!?”

“Céi d6 khong phai la khen nhi...”

“Tao dang khen may ma. Th& ma may cling khong hi€u sao? May ding
12 do't that. Chi dwoc mdi cdi cao to, con nio thi rdng tué&ch. Thé nén may
mai la @6 to xac da’y! A ha ha! Hén vay roi!”

“Nay.” Chi Unjou dot ngdt tém c& 4o Ranta va bat dau 16i xénh xéch
cau ta di.

“. 0N Chuyén, chuyén gi day!? Cho da, chi Unjou!? Khoéng, ngai
Unjou!? Céi, cdi gi!? Ding, dirng lai di!? Ai 6i, thé nay thi chdu, o4i...”

Chd Unjou rat khoé. Chi v&i canh tay phai, chid &y kéo Ranta nhe nhw
khong roi1 qufmg ciu ta vao gitra bay giun da't khong 16 hay nhirng khic
rudt dang dong day.

“Khongggggggggggggeg...!” Mong Ranta dap thealng xudng gitra bay vo
s0 giun dat khong 16 hay la nhirng khic ruét dang dong day.
“Gwahhhhhhhhhhhhh...”

Moi chuyén dién ra nhanh nhw chép. Ranta bj bay giun dat khong I'0
hay 1a nhirng khic rudt dang dong day che 1ap, khong ai con nhin thdy cau
ta. N&u Zodiakun ciling & diy thi né sé thd't ra binh luin gi nhi? Khong, gior
khong phai lic d€ nghi vé chuyén d6... C6 1€ vay? Phai khong ta...?

“Ra... Ranta...?” Haruhiro de ddt cat ti€ng goi.

Ranta vung ra khdi bay giun da't khong 16 hay la nhirng khiic rudt dang
dong day. Tuy nhién, ching vin quan 14y c3, tay, chan, bap chan hong gitr
18y cdu ta. Ranta gidy giya. “Chdt, chdt mat...! Ai ctu t6i di...! T6i chot
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dé...! Cu, cru vériiiiiiiiii....!

“Panh phai ctru thoi...” Kuzaku 1am bam ro6i vwon canh tay dai cla
minh ra d€ ctru Ranta. Mot hanh dong rat dan 6ng. Haruhiro ngwdng mo
diéu d6. Nhwng lam thé” khong nguy hi€m ha? bBung nhw Haruhiro lo ngai,
bay giun da't khong I'6 hay la nhirng khic rudt dong day tdn cong ludn ca
Kuzaku ciing v&i Ranta. “... A! Tiéu réi...”



“... Dark!” Shihoru triéu h'6i nguyén t6" Dark, cho n6 lao vao bay giun
dat khong I'0 hay la nhirng khic rudt dang dong day. N6 da gitp duoi dwoc
vai con hay vai chuc con nhwng cling chi nhw mudi bd be.

N&u chi ¢c6 mdi Ranta thi ho ¢6 th€ mic k&, nhung vi cd Kuzaku ciing bi
16i vao nén ho budc phdi ra tay. Cudi cung thi, td't cd moi ngwoi, trir chd
Unjou, chi con cach ti man go tung con mdt ra khdi ngwoi Ranta va
Kuzaku. Sau d6, ho quyét dinh tam thoi roi khdi day, cho cho bay giun dat
khong 16 hay 1a nhitng khiic rudt dong day bang hét qua dwong. Khi troi
sang, chung hoan toan bi€n mat. Chiing la cdi qudi gi vdy...? Hin 1a ¢6 nghi
thi cling khong ra ciu tra 1¢:i. Ca bon ghi nhé trong 10ng rang nhitng chuyén
nhw thé nay cling c6 lic xay ra r'oi di bo thém khoang sdu ti€ng nira cho t&i
khi khu rieng d6t nhién bién mat.

Con dwong xe ngwa van con kéo dai va dang doc xudng thoai thodi.
Mot thi tram trdi rdng & phia bén kia. Du da bi tan phd mat mot ntra, thi
trAn van dwgc bic twong phong hd bao quanh. Nhin thodng qua, né rong
fAm mot kilomét vudng... khong, chic 1a hon chi¥? C& mdt phdy nim
kildmét vudng. Va kha sang sua. P6 1a nho’ nhirng dnh dén. Khong con nghi
ngo gi nira, thi tran &y ¢ vai tram ngwoi, thdm chi 1a vai nghin nguoi dang
sinh s6ng. Ca bon thd’y rat rd vai thir ¢6 vé la bong ngwoi di qua di lai trén
phd chinh. O dé dwong nhw ¢é nhiéu cong trinh bang d4. C6 nhitng ciin nha
mot tang, hai tang, ba tang, tham chi 1a nhi€u hon. Vai toa thip dang viron
cao sung sirng.

Gi6 bdng thdi qua 1am ring ciy xao xac. Sau d6 mot lat, ho nghe thay
tiéng chudng. Mot ti€ng chubéng khac voi ti€ng chuéng dudi thd cda chi
Unjou va nhom Haruhiro. M6t ti€ng chudng to hon, ndng hon, dau doé co
nét u budn. Co6 1€ trong thi tran c6 thip chudng va chi€c chudng d6 da ngan
1€n b&i gid. Mot trong nhirng cai thap kia c¢6 the chinh 1a thap chudng.

“Thi tran Herbesit day roi.” Chu Unjou di dau doan thdo chi€c nén dan
ra. “O Herbesit thi dirng che mit. Tuy nhién, khéng dwoc cham mét véi bat
ki ai. Ho s€ twdng 1a cac ¢6 cau dang khi€u khich ho. Du c6 bi khiéu khich
thi cling 1o di. Cw déan thj trdn d6 rat hi€u chién. N&u khong mudn danh
nhau thi c cdi gim mit xudng va td ra ngoan ngodn. Con mudn chém giét
nhau thi thoi, thich lam gi cling dworc.”

Nhém Haruhiro run 18y bay... Noi nay nguy hiém dén thé nao vay...?



Ho4 ra thj tran nay ding la cyc ki nguy hi€m. Sau khi cd nhém di hét
con dwong xe ngwa d€ bwdc chin vao trong thi trdn, mdt nhém hai sinh vat
trong gidng ngwoi, lung si€u ght nhwng vi tri cai dau cao hon ca Kuzaku mo
dén gan va ki€m c& giy chuyén. Ca bon khong hi€u ching néi gi, nhwng
riéng chuyén ching dang giy sy 1a khong th€ nao nhdm dwgrc. Mot trong
hai tén x0ng t&1 tred'c mit chid Unjou, nhdy qua nhay lai, vira ho hét vira vd
tay. Tén con lai thi ham hé di mat lai gan Shihoru, rit 1én nhirng ti€ng “hi
ha, hi ha, hi ha” the thé.

Shihoru chyc bat khéc. Haruhiro mudn gidp, nhwng chi ¢én cdu tring
mét nhin chdng va néi: “Ding lai di,” thi mot trin chién sé 14p tirc nd ra.
Hién gio, Shihoru phai gdng chiu dyng va nhém Haruhiro cling chi ¢6 lya
chon duy nha't 1a c6’ ma kiém ché’.

Ngay khi hai ké kia cudi cuing ciing cé vé chiu roi di, Yume kéu 1én mot
ti€ng “au!” ki la. Nhin sang, cau thd'y c6 dang xoa thdi dwong. Ai day da
ném mdt hon da nhd hay gi d6 tring vao nguoi co6 ay.

“Yume!? C6 sao khong!?” Ranta ddo mét nhin xung quanh. “... Chét
tiét, dira nao lam vay!?”

“Trat ty!” Merry 18y ciy head staffl!l dip vao vai Ranta khong chiit do
dy. “Mot trdo khiéu khich ranh ranh ra da’y. Pung c6 sip biy dé dang nhu
the”.”

“... Merry, chir khong phai chinh ba dang khiéu khich t6i a? Qua vura r'oi
dau phét daYy...”

“O, th&’ co 47” Merry nhe nhang ddp. “... Yume, t& biét 1a ciu dau
nhung rang chiu nhé. Té s€ chira cho cu sau.”

“Nyaa. Cam on nha. Cé mdt vat nho xiu bay veéo dén, r'6i bop, Yume c6
hoi giat minh. Chi bj chdy mau mdt xiu thoi, khong sao dau.”

“Chay mot xiu 4y hd!?” Ranta tic lwdi trong ldc van gitt nguyén tw thé
cui mat. “... Ld sdic vat dim xem thwong ching ta. T6i phai lam cho ra nhé,
nghiém tuc day...”

“Cau ding la loai nguoi chaamg chiu rut ra bai hoc...” Kuzaku thodng
cwoi khd ' sd.

Shihoru thi cwoi nhat. ... Ranta ma lai...”

“Tbi thi sao ha!? A a, @6 nguc khing! T6i bép né by gio! DE t6i bép
nao!”



“May...” Du ¢6 nd6i gi thi cling thanh 16" bich nén Haruhiro quy€t dinh
im.

Sau d6, cac hanh vi khiéu khich ctia ce dan noti day van dién ra lién tuc.
Ching bam dudi, si nhuc, ném @6 dac, chan dwong, ma dé6 mdi 1a mirc do
nhe. C6 ca nhitng ké bdng dung ngdng chan, thAm chi 12 x6 nga céc ciu. Di
ca nhom c6 phét 1o, 1an tranh, chay tr6n dén c& nao, nhirng tén nhw thé&’
van lién tiép xua't hién. Bon c4u thd'y mét moi, ca vé the chit 1an tinh thén.

Co6 1€ néu khdng c6 chd Unjou thi chi trong vong mot phit sau khi bwdc
vao thi tran, ca bon da bd chay, hoac tham chi la lao vao au da réi. Nhom
Haruhiro bi 1am phién vi ho 1a nguoi ngoai w? C6 vé khong phai the. Thuyc
t& 1a nhirng vu bao lwc m6t voi mot, mot voi nhiéu, nhiéu ngwoi voi nhiéu
ngudi van dién ra khip thj trdn. Poi ldc ¢ ca nhitng ti&ng thét kinh hoang
nhw ti€ng kéu tredc ctra tir lot vao tai. That khé ma tin dwgce, ding hon la
ho khéng mudn tin, nhung & day, ngwoi ta khong chi bi thwong ma con ¢
the’ bj gi€t ché€t. Cai thj trdn nay bi lam sao vay...?

Thi trdn chim trong tinh trang hon loan v&i con dwong chinh tran ngép
nhirng vu danh nhau, gitra nhirng ké hi€u ki ng'6i xem cling thwong xuyén
ndy sinh cac vu tranh cai nhd nhdt. Chd Unjou roi khéi con dwong chinh,
dan nhém Haruhiro di qua mot con ngd. Con ngd nay khd kham hon. O hai
bén con dwong chat hep chi rong khoang hai mét, nhirng ké ttr nhiéu ching
toc khac nhau dang ngdi co quép, néi gi d6 bang chat giong diy ai odn va
chia tay ra. Ma't canh gidc mot cdi la sé bi ho tém 18y gd'u 4o khoéc. Theo
nhirng gi Haruhiro quan sat dworc, rd't nhi€u ngwoi trong s& ho bi thuwong.
Hinh nhw ho 1a nhirtng ké an xin. Ho déu budn ba, chan chwong. Haruhiro
tha’y that sAu nio va phién phirc, nhing van con khd hon dwong chinh, noi
cai I thich kén cwa va nguoi chét ludn xud't hién khong ngung. Tuy vy,
ciu van bin khoén liéu nhitng ngwdi nay c6 the song nhw thé” dwgc khong?
RO rang 1a & day c6 ca nhirng ngwoi dang cho chét hodc khong cya quiy
gi, mui thdi riva ¢ 1on vén trong khdng khi. Dwong nhw trong s6° d6 ¢6 ca
nhirng nguoi s€ khong the€ sdng ti€p, thdm chi 1a da chét roi...

“Purng tw tién ddng vao th gi & thi trdn nay. Ciing dung d€ ai ddng vao
minh.” Chi Unjou vira néi vira gat tay cia nhirng ngwoi an xin ra. “Céc ¢6
ciu khong mudn méc bénh dau ding khong? Céc cin bénh chét ngudi &
day khong hi€m.”

“E00000000...” P&n cd thanh bénh dich nhw Ranta c6 vé cling bi€t so.



Puwong nhién, Haruhiro ciing s¢' 1dy bénh. Merry da hoc dwoc chiéu
thitc diing 4nh séng d€ gidi doc c6 tén Purify [Anh sang thanh tdy] va né cé
hiéu qua v&i ca mot sd loai bénh. T4t nhién chi 1a mot s& thdi. Pon ci nhuw
cam cum, cé phép mau ciling chflng chtra khoi dworc. Mot khi bi bénh, mdi
ngwoi chi ¢ the dwa vao cac loai thud'c ma minh ki€m dwoce cling nhw the
lwe, tinh thén cfa ban than. Haruhiro tw y thirc dwoc rﬁng du déo dai vé mat
th€ chat, minh chwa chic d@ manh mé vé mit tinh than. Do d6, cach tot
nha't d€ doi pho v&i bénh tat chinh 1a phong bénh.

Sau khi 1u6n lach qua ddm nguwoi an xin trong con ngd, ho dén mdt
ngon thap khong cao 1dm, chirng nim mét. Chi Unjou g6 vao cdi ndm da'm
gin trén cénh ctra clia thdp. Khong 1au sau d6, canh cira md ra tir bén trong.
Mot ngwdi phu nit ¢6 lan da tring gan nhw trong sudt, midc mdt chiéc 4o
choang mau niu bude ra. Méi téc mau xdm duge dudi thing. La con ngudi
w? Khong, khong phai. Tuy c¢d Ay trong rat gidng ngwdi, nhuwng mét lai
khong c6 long tring. Ctr nhw the ¢6 hai vién bi mau xanh dwoc gin vao
trong hdc mét vady. Hon nira, mdi bén md co Ay lai c6 ba duong ché cir
dong r'oi lai me, nhin gidng hét nhirng cai mang.

“Unjou,” ¢ néi, nhin nhém Haruhiro bang cip mét hinh vién bi,
“akuaba?”

“Moa worute.” Chd Unjou ha't ham nhw mudn ra hiéu, “hay de€ ching
t0i vao”. Co A’y cho chi Unjou 1an nhém Haruhiro vao trong toa thap.

Tran nha rat cao. L€ nao nd thong thzatng 1€én madi? Nhtrng céi gid chi€m
hau hét mat twong, trén d6 1a cac phi€n da't sét, phién da, vi khi, mot s&
loai dung cu gi d6, nhitng thit gidng vdr di biét, r'oi ca chau cay. Poi chd 14p
den, vai chi€c thang va gh& dau.

“Cd &y 1a Rubicia.” Pwgc chii Unjou gidi thidéu, nguwdi phu nit chip hai
tay trirgre ngue r'oi cdi dau. D6 chic 1a cdch chao hdi & chdn nay.

“Chao, chao c¢d.” Haruhiro ciing thit bit chwéc Rubicia. “Chdu 1a
Haruhiro a.”

“Chau la Ranta.” Ranta khoanh tay day ki€u ngao.
“Hay con goi la Ngai Ranta!”
“Chau la Kuzaku.” Kuzaku khé cui dau.

“Yume!” Yume néi bang mot giong to, dong dac roi cwoi toe toét. “Ni
hi hi...”



“... Chdu 13 Shihoru.” Shihoru ciing bit chuéc cd Rubicia giong nhw
Haruhiro.

“Chau la Merry a.” Merry cdi minh mot cach chuan myc. “Rat mong
dworc cd giip do, cd Rubicia.”

Rubicia cham rai gt dau. Sau khi néi doi ba loi véi chd Unjou, ¢b
bwdc xuéng ciu thang bén canh birc tweong. Hinh nhw dwdi tAng hdm cling
cO phong.

“Noi nay an toan roi.” Chd Unjou ha chié€c tdi deo lung xudng dwdi
san. “Ai mu6n nghi thi c nghi. Rubicia bay gio dang di 18y nwdc. Nudc
khong bdc mui, khong 6 nhiém gi dau. C4c cd ciu ctr yén tam.”

“Pa r6!” Ranta nhanh nhau ng'di phich xudng san. “Cé noi an toan nhw
th&” nay thi chd phai néi som chir, chi Unjou! Chén chd ghé. Vi ca, ¢
Rubicia la cai ¢c6 d6 a? Cdi cé @y cua chi Unjou ay? Ma khong phai dau
nhi...”

“U.” Cht Unjou tra lovi nhanh gon. “Rubicia 1a vo ta.”

Haruhiro ba't gidc 1am bam. “... O...
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14. Ban chat phu thudc

inh that sdu dam. C6 1€ vdy. Ma khong, mot ké non ndt nhwe Haruhiro
lam sao hi€u dworc. Tinh yéu khong lién quan t&i xud't than, hoan canh lon
1én hay ching toc? C6 mdt van dé & day: liéu chi Unjou va c6 Rubicia c6
that sy 1a mot cap vo ch'ong yéu nhau thim thiét? C6 1& chud Unjou chi la
khong chiu noi sy ¢6 doc trong mot thé” gidi xa la, nén da tim ki€m sy an i
noi ngwoi phy nir ma chd gap g mot cach tinh co. Con nguei phu nir d6
c6 18 ciing chi ddp lai chd vi thwong cdm. Haruhiro khéng rd 1dm, nhung
nhirng chuyén nhw vay vén xdy ra... ding khong? Du vay, c6 thé cho ring
tht tinh cdm d6 van 12 mot loai tinh yéu nhi? Um...? Chg’mg bi€t nura...

Viéc chii Unjou va cd Rubicia khong td ra quan quyt 1dm ciing 1am cu
ban tdm. C6 phai vi sy hién dién ciia dam Haruhiro khong? Vi ho thdy
ngwong? Khi chi con hai ngwoi thi ho s€ au y&€m tinh t véi nhau? Hay &
Darunggar 12 nhw th&? Khé cé thé nghi ring doi sdng vor chdng ma
Haruhiro thwong hinh dung mot cich vu vo s& c6 th€ dién ra & thi tran
Herbesit nay. Chi can khong gi€t nhau da c6 th€ coi 1a quan hé twong ddi
tot dep? Nhwng cd Rubicia ¢6 vé 1a mdt nguoi thdong tué va diém tinh... Du
khong phai con nguwoi thi trong cling kha giong, nén Haruhiro mu6n coi ¢6
1a con ngudi béng di. Vi vay, co ching hop véi thi train Herbesit teo nao.
Hay la & day ciing c6 it nhi€u nhirng ngwoi hién lanh, yéu chudng hoa binh
dang gidu minh ma sdng?

L&y toa thdp cta c6 Rubicia lam cidn ctr, nhém Haruhiro dwgec chu
Unjou dan di quanh Herbesit trong mot, hai ngdy. Nhor d6, cd bon ciing hi€u
ra nhi€u diéu.

Tai phén 1on thi train Herbesit, nhitng vu khiéu khich, au da, cudp béc
ctr tdi dién khong ngirng nghi. Ngay ca nhirng 161 di khong mot bong ngwoi
cling la 1anh dia cta cac toan cuedp dwong, nén can phai can thin. Toa “thap
chudéng” & trung tdm thi train thudc quyén kiém soat cua be¢ 1 Gafaran,
hinh nhw c¢6 nghia 13 “vudt sic”, cho nén khu virc quanh d6 nghe ching ra't



nguy hi€m. Chi Unjou ciing bao tuyét ddi khong dwoc toi gan thap
chudng.

Ngoai ra, & thj train Herbesit con c¢6 nhirng tG chirc theo ki€u bang dang
khac nhw Jaguma (Bédo 1om), Skullhell Gu (Nhirng dira con ctia Skullhell),
va dewong nhién la tranh chap nhau ac liét. Pai khai thi khu vuyce trung tam
Herbesit thudc pham vi thé€” lyc ctia Gafaran, phia Tay ctia Jaguma, phia
Dong cta Skullhell Gu, chdong ddi lai ba phe nhém nay c¢6 th€ dan téi hiu
qua tham kho'c.

Tuy nhién, Herbesit 12 mdt thj trdn ¢d nén van c6 hé thong din nwdc
ngam va khu mo dwdi long da't, miac du hién tai khong con dwgc st dung
may. Chi ¢6 Zeran (Hoc gid), nhitng nguoi chi phdi lanh dia dwdi long dat
nay, 1a khong thich ddnh nhau. Tuy nhién, ho khong pht nhin vi€c can
dung vii lwc d€ kiém ché& nhtrng cudc giao tranh, nén nhirng ké dam gay sy
danh nhau dwdi long da't déu phai d6i mat voi phan quyét tie Zeran. Nhirng
Zeran nim rd moi ngéc ngach trong thé” gidi ngam phirc tap nay, lai c6 binh
lirc khd manh, nén ho chic chin khong hé yé&u th&". Néi ho cwc manh dudi
long dat cling khong ngoa. Ba bing ding lon & Herbesit 1a Gafaran,
Jaguma va Skullhell Gu cling khong ddm dung t&i the gidi ngam.

Néu vay, phai chang dwdi long dat cia Herbesit 1a mot thién dwong,
nhtrng ké y&€u chi can xuéng d6 sdng la dwgc? Cé nhirng nguyén do khién
diéu &y khong thanh hién thyc. Zeran khéng hep hoi tdi mic cu tuyét
ngwoi la, nhung ho quan niém minh 1a tng 1&p tinh hoa nén khéng cho
phép nguwoi ngoai t&i sinh sdng & thé” gidi ngdm. Hon ntra, dwdi 1ong dat
c6 nhirng khu viee cdm, chi ¢6 Zeran m&i dwoc vao. Mubn #ré thanh mot
Zeran can phai hi€u gido [i ctia ho va trai qua thw thach.

Rubicia von 1a mot cyu Zeran. Trede day, co6 ¢ dwdi long da't nhwng vi
1i do riéng nén da chuyén Ién mit da't song. Hién gio’, mic di van con mdi
lién hé v&i the gidi ngdm nhwng vé co’ ban, ¢6 bi ddi x& nhw ngwoi ngoai.

... Th& 1a, nhém Haruhiro da th di xudng dwdi long da't. Dudi d6 co
cho', ngudi ta ¢6 the mua ban d6i chic biang ddng xu den. Ctra hang ciing
c6 nhiéu loai, nhw 1a tiém rén, hang thye pham, hang quan 4o, s6 lwgng
cling nhw ching loai dé€u phong pht hon Lang Gi€ng ra't nhiéu. Tuy nhién,
gid ca kha dat dd, phai gdp doi, gdp ba I'an. Con mot di€m khdc nira 1a moi
ngwoi & diy dung hé d&€m thap phan.



Ngoai ra, ca bon cling cam thdy mdt bau khong khi day sy xem thwong
tw cac Zeran danh cho ngwoi ngoai. Nhw loi chi Unjou néi, mot nguoi
ngoai dinh mua @6 & cho’ dwdi long da't sé€ bi hét gia ga'p d6i so voi Zeran.
Né&u nguoi dé phan nan 1a ba't cong nay no, cau chuyén sé két thic voi mot
cau ki€u nhw: “Khong thich thi xéo di,” hodc “Pwng cé tdi day nira.” Trén
mat dat ciing ¢6 vai cdi chy, nhwng tat ca déu dinh liu t&i ba bang dang
16n, 1a ki€u moi treong ma khach khong the tr tdn lywa chon mua hang.
N&u mudn tranh phién phirc thi chi c6 cach di cho dwdi long da't ma thoi.

Thuyc ra, dudi tAng ham toa thap ctia ¢6 Rubicia c6 ddy da céc thiét bi
sinh hoat nhw gian bép, b&p 10 voi 6ng khéi thdng 1€n ndc nha, mot cai
giéng cyc sdu va 10 thoat nwde thong vai hé thong cdng ranh cua thj tran.
Con ntra, ban dau Haruhiro khong d€ y, nhwng toa thap con c6 hai can gac
Itng va phong ngt ciia vor chdng chd Unjou véi co6 Rubicia ndm trén d6.
La v chong nhwng hai ngwo'i lai ngii & hai phong khdc nhau...? Viéc nay
ciu ¢6 mudn ciing khéng ddm hoi. Ca dam da t¢i lam phién td &'m cda ho,
tot nha't 1a dwng nén chd mdi vao nhirng viéc khong lién quan.

T&i ngay thir ba, sau khi nhém Haruhiro da hi€u so’ so vé Herbesit va
cam tha’y thoai mdi hon thi chi Unjou dot nhién néi thé nay sau khi din ca
bon ra ngoai thi tran.

“Ta s€ chi cho cac cdu 161 ra. No6i chinh x4c thi d6 1a ciza vao ciia 16i ra.
Ta da dén Darunggar thong qua con dwong d6. Tat ca dong doi cha ta da
chét, chi con minh ta sdng sét. Ta khong con mubén quay vEé nira. Puong vé
thi ¢c6 da’y. Phwong phdp ciling ¢6 ludn, nheng ta van ti€c cdi mang minh.
Puoc song. Ta dd biét d6 1a diéu duy nha't ma ta hdang mong méi.”

Truedc gid xud't phat, cd Rubicia diing ca hai tay nim 14’y ban tay phai
ctia chd Unjou. M&t Iic sau, c6 nang né 1€n d4p vao ma minh. Mot su ti€p
xtic yén ling, gan nhw 12 mot nghi 1&. Chd Unjou bdo chi khong c6 y dinh
quay V€. Nguyén nhén la vi ¢6 Rubicia w? C6 1€ nho gap dworc co, chi
Unjou m¢i tim thay 1i do d€ sOng tai noi nay.

Ra khéi toa thap cua c6 Rubicia va bd Herbesit lai sau lung, chi Unjou
chon con dwong di vé phia Tay, ngwoc voi dwong vién cda rdng nii
phwong xa noi lira, chir khong phai mat troi, da 1én cao.

Phia Tay cua Herbesit trip tring d6i ndi, ¢ cac trang trai 1on nhd dwoc
bao quanh b&i hang rao. Bén trong trang trai, nhi€u sinh vat nhd thé, hinh
dang nhw tré con dang lam viéc, nao cu6c da't, nao nhd ma’y thir cd dai mau



xam tro. LG gaugai (khi chd) deo vong cO lang thang tho’ than bén trong
hang rao va sua nhing 1€n khi thd’y ddm Haruhiro di ngang qua doé.

“Tuyét do1 khong dwore di vao bén trong hang rao.” Chu Unjou nghi€ém
khéc ra 1&nh. “Sé& phién phitc 1m daYy.”

Chaalng can chu ndi, cd nhom ciing khong mudn di vao ti teo nao. Khdng
phai chi vi nhitng cdng nhan nhd th6 lam lung nhw nd 1€ hay 1 gaugal
Trong trang trai ¢6 bong dang nhirng con sw ti ¢ th€ dirng thang bang hai
chan sau va nhirng sinh vat minh ngwdi co’ bap cudn cudn véi cai dau bo
duc. Chiing dwoc vii trang ddy da. Ching d&€ mét t¢i 1d ngwdi 1am va ludn
canh gidc xem c6 ké thi€u 1€ d6 nao xAm nhap vao trang trai hay khong. K&
ca ching khong nhin thdy tin mét thi bon gaugai ciling s& sfiaam 1én d€ bdo
dong cho chung.

Khi di hét khu vuc trang trai, ca doi toi mot ving da't b?mg hoi lwon
séng nhé nhe, bi bao pht bdi nhitng thitr mau tring phd. Khong can phai
nhat 1én r'6i ki€m tra 1am gi. Chi nhin so’ qua cling du bi€t d6 l1a xwong.

Cénh dong Xwong Zetesidona. Theo 161 chi Unjou, chd nay tieng 1a
chién dja c& xwa, noi dién ra tran chién khoc liét gitra phe Lumiaris va phe
Skullhell. Mot thr sitc manh khong 16 nao d6 da lam hang van nguwoi tir
tran (hodc nhiéu hon). Nhirng thdy ma muc rwra, vii khi va d6 tuy than ciing
bi cwdp sach, chi con lai xwong. Nghe dau chd xwong &y dwoc dem nghién
ra d€ bén cho dat trong trang trai. Nhung k€ cd thé&, & Zetesidona van
ch'ong cha't mot lwvgng xwong khong I'6 nhw the s€ khong bao gio’ can.

Néu 16 budc chan vao chd xwong sdul?l, ta d& thut xudng va bi chon
vui. Quan sat ki thi thd'y ¢ nhung vi tri ma da't 16 ra gira ddm xwong. Dat
chén lén do6 s€ an toan.

Trén Céanh d6ng Xwong, budc phéi thwong xuyén ki€m tra dwdi chan
d€ tién bwdc. Nhung ¢ mai mé nhin xudng dudi ciing rdt nguy hiém. O
day c6 mot loai chim an x4c chét goi la skard. Skard c6 hinh dang mt con
qua 1on, nhung ching khong bay dwoc cao. D6 1a vi co the ching qua
ning. Bu lai, chin ching ra't phét trién, cdi cach skard nhim con m6i tir xa
roi lao ca ngudi t&i theo mot dwdng thing tip that vo cing ddng so. Con
m'0i khi Iinh tron cu lao d6 sé bj thdi bay, va né&u roi xudng mot chd xwong
sau nwra thi ding la t6i t€. Hinh nhw d6 1a cach di san cta skard. D'6n con



moi vao chd xwong siu d€ nd khong con cir dong dworc, roi mo tr trén
xudng. Ching 1a nhirng con chim &n thit hung bao.

Khi ca doan t&i dugrc song Dendoro nwd'c mau dé quach thi troi da toi.
Séng Dendoro khong rong t&i mirc tir bo bén nay sang bo bén kia la ca
chuc mét, nhung nwdc chdy xi€t va ¢6 vé cling khong néng. Viéc 16i hodc
boi qua song la khong th€. Nghe néi phia thwong lwu ¢é mét chi€c cau,
nhwng khoang cach kha xa nén ca doan quyét dinh qua dém tai bo sdng.

Khi lira da 14n, 1d chim &n x4c chét trén Canh dong Xwong bit dau kéu
1én nhirng tiéng kéu hi€ém dc. Mic di ndm & bo sdng, nghe thi’y nhitng 4m
thanh d6 van 1am tui Haruhiro khé ngti vo cung.

Khi bay skard ngirng kéu ciing 1a ldc dwong troi phia xa bit dau chdy
sang. Haruhiro r6t cudc chfmg ngu nghé dwoc cho ra hon, nhung chuyén
nay cling thwong xdy ra v&i cdu. Khong phai van dé gi to tat.

Ca nhém mai mi€t di doc con sdng, sau khodng sau ti€ng thi nhin thay
cay cau. Haruhiro ¢6 dy cam chaamg lanh. Cang t&i gan, tinh trang cda cay
cau cang tré nén rd rét hon. Chan ciu van con nguyén, ddm cAu cling hiu
nhw lanh 13n, nhwng van ciu thi ma't hét, thanh ra chzatng khac mot cay cau
d6c moc 1a bao. Pao tac nhw Haruhiro thi khong k€, nhwng bado ngwoi mang
giap try ndng n€ nhw Kuzaku hay phdp su Shihoru di qua cau thi hoi bi
danh d&. Tuy nhién chd Unjou da bao, “Chi c6 duy nha't cy cau nay thoi.”
... D1 ti€p hay vé?

Shihoru mat kha nhiéu thoi gian, Kuzaku thi suyt roi xudng song t&i
maYy [an, nhwng ca bon da xoay x& qua dwgrc hét. Chi Unjou thi khdi phai
ban, va nhirng nguoi khac, bao g6m ca Haruhiro, déu khong gip ma’y khé
khan.

Phia bén kia ciu la mot khu phé” tich. Goi la ph€ tich, nhueng n6 khong
con gir dwore hinh dang ban dau nhw Thi trdn thdy ma. Goi la tan dw cua
phé&” tich thi hop li hon. C6 di€u, khu tan dw cta phé” tich nay cuc ki rdng
16m.

“Pa trng ¢ mot thanh phd tén 1a Alluja & day.” Chd Unjou giai thich.
“Chiju khé tim thi thinh thodng s& bit giip phién d4.”

AAAAAAAA

dang kia co6 cai gi 4Yy...!7”



“Chéc 1a cot kéo hay gi d6...” N6i Vﬁy nhung Haruhiro van d3t tay 1én
chudi thanh doan ki&¢m trong lic ciing mét ra quan sat. Qua that 1a cdi gi ay
ma Ranta chi chang hé ct dong. Khong han la khong gidng bong nguori,
nhung Haruhiro chic d&n tdm, chin ph#n ring d6 chi 12 phan con lai cia
mot toa nha... O khong...?

Haruhiro ha thdp ngwoi va rit thanh doan ki€m ra. “... Hinh nhw, n6
chuyén déng? Vua roi...”

“Kia kia!” Ranta givong thanh ki€m lwoi den 1€n, ndu minh sau lwng
chd Unjou. “... X... X& n6 di chd Unjou! Chdu s€ yé€m tr¢r cho chui! Mot
cach hoan hao a!”

“Cai gi hoan hdo co...” Kuzaku thll s&n kiém va khién d€ c6 the dung
dwoc ba't cir ldc nao roi ti€n 1én phia trwede. “... Qua nhién la ¢6 céi gi d6
nhi? O day ay.”

“Logok... Con goi 12 ngudi ciy.” Chd Unjou rit tir thit lwng ra mot cay
riu.

Céi thit nhin nhrr ddng dd nit ctia mot ngdi nha dang lac Iw di t&i. Toc
do6 chia n6 da tang déan 1én. N6 dang chay vé hudng ca bon. Logok. Nguoi
ciy. Ping la trong né gidng mdt cdi ciy that. T phéan than giong than cay
moc ra nhitng canh ciy gidng chin va tay... A khong phai, 13 chan va tay
giéng nhw canh ciy ch®? Tém lai, c& dong cia né khong dwoc mau le,
nhung cling khong hé cham chap.

Kuzaku dang dinh don danh thi chu Unjou da phi chi€c riu di. Chi€c riu
xoay tron khi bay ra, chit ving mot bén chan ciia logok. N6 ma't thing bang
va do'sap.

“Logok khong chét dau.” Chi Unjou diém nhi€n néi. “Hay phd huy
ching, lam chiing khong ctt dong ntra la dwgrc.”

“Ro roi, chdu 1am ddy...!” Ranta nhay bd tdi chd con logok, dung thanh
ki€m lwdi den phat hét chan tay né. “... U 6 hd ho ho hd! DE ec! Dé ec...!
Ga ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!”

“C4i thang...” Haruhiro ngan ngdm d&n phat 6m.

“Unya!” Yume la 1&n. “Con ntra kia!”

Haruhiro da nghi dén chuyén do6... Ciing khong hin 12 vay, nhung n€u
cO chuyén do thi ciing chgng la gi. Khi nhin quanh, c4u thd’y khip noi dang
moc ra nhirng th trong giéng bong ngwoi. Moc ra w? Cé the tw d6 chwa



that chinh xac. Nhwng du sao ching ciing la logok. Phai nam, sau con. C6
khi hon.

“Chung khong manh dau.” Chd Unjou vira néi vira rit mot loai vii khi
khac twr chi€c tdi deo lwng. “Chi dwoe cdi s6” lwong dong nén phién phirc
thoi.”

“Giao Shihoru cho t&!” Merry ¢iAm ciy head staff, che chin Shihoru &
sau lung.

Shihoru git dau, td y mudn ndi, “Cé Merry & day r'oi nén cac ciu dung
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lo.

... S& lwong dong nén phién phirc. Thye t€ 1a ching dong that. Néu
phai ndi s& lwong cu th€ thi cho t&i khi tam nghi, ca bon da ha dwgc bdmn
muoi con. Cling ¢6 the' 13 gan nim muoi con 1dm chi.

“... Hé... haa... g hé... h66... phi... pho... phi...” Ranta thé doc, mét 14,
bo bang ca t& chi. “... L&, 1& ndo, phai danh, sudt, sao? Phia trwede, van con

o

“Khong. Ta s€ dung cdi nay.” Cha Unjou nhdt mft canh cay khd héo
von la chan hodc tay logok 1én. Khi chi cham ltra d6t nd, mot lan khoi
tring bay 1én, tod ra thit mui chua chua ngot ngot. K& ca van c6 th€ chiu
dung dwoc di ching nira thi cling khé ma néi day 12 mot thir mui dé chiu
dworc.

“... Cdi, c4i mui d6 1a @& dudi logok a?” Haruhiro hdi, cd” gdng khdng hit
thé bang dwdng miii.

“Phai.” Chd Unjou dwa mét nhin quanh. “P& d@é phong, hdy mang theo
cang nhi€u cang t6t.”

“Ui cha. Muii gi kinh chét. Gém qud di mat... O4i!?” Ranta dang vira lai
nhai vira da nhirng méanh vun cda logok thi bi chi Unjou dap cho mot phat
vao mdng. “... Chdu, chdu xin 18i, mii nay... d& chju ghé nhi!? Ci¢ ngot ngot
ay!? Vang, chdu s€ nhdt that nhanh day a...!”

Haruhiro cho ring chd Unjou s& khong d4 dit ai khac ngoai Ranta nira,
nhwng chinh ciu ciing khéng mudn bj lii logok bam theo sudt doc dwong.
Vi vdy, ai cling miét mai nhat nhanh nhirng canh vun ctia logok. Chéng biét
khi ho bit d4u di ti&p thi bao nhiéu thdi gian d3 troi qua.

Haruhiro ngoanh lai. Ao giac chang? Ciu quay vé phia tredc va budc
di... Hkm? Dung la c6 gi d6 ba't thwong. Haruhiro gio tay ra hiéu cho moi



ngwoi ding lai.

“f)’m, chi Unjou 01?”

“Sao the?”

“Chung ta khong bi... bim du6i chr?”

“Cé6 th€ 1dm.” Chi Unjou néi mot cdch than nhién. “C4i mii khi dot
logok c6 tac dung dudi logok di. Nhwng doi lai, n6 s€ thu hat 1ii nivle.”

“Nipple?” Yume nghi€ng dau. “La gi ha chui?”

Chii Unjou ndm 147y vanh chi&c nén bén, kéo thap xudng. «... La nivie.”

“P'6 ngu.” Ranta dung ngon tay trd chi th:flng vao nguc minh. “Nipple
c6 nghia l1a dau véu d6! Lam sao lai c6 dau véu & day? Hay ba bi cudng
dau véu roi ha, Yume?”

“... Tui nivle d6 1a gi vy chi?” Shihoru hoi, 1o’ tit Ranta di.

“Ching 12 than 1in.” Chd Unjou trd 1o ngay 14p tirc. “Co th€ dai t&i
bon mét.”

“Bon...” Kuzaku cit 1én mot ti€hg cudi ngdn ngln ki cuc. “... To, to
phét nhi?”

“Hin 1a khong...” Merry nhin xung quanh,”... nhd.
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_ Chii Unjou riit riu ra tir thit lung. “NGi 1a rong nhd thi diing hon 1a thin

lan.”
“Chét do...” Haruhiro cui gap ngwoi. Da day cdu quan dau. “... R6ong
ay a,ca n}\lﬁn chau chang mudn gip ching teo nao... Nha't la & mdt noi nhw
th& nay... A quén, & dau cling vay thoi.

“Ta... Taoooooo0 thi lai mu6n gappppppppp day!”

“MOm néi vay nhung giong Ranta dang run kia.” Yume ndi.

“Yu... Yu... Yu... Yume! Sao ba than nhién nhw th& dwore ha? La rong
do, 1a dragon do!”

“Chiing c6 dé thwong khong nhi? Bon drango &y.”

“Khong phai drango ma la dragon, d6 ngdc!”

“Yume khong phai d6 ngdc!”

“..NOt. t..t&...t&... t&... t&i roi...” Haruhiro thd hit ra.

Khodng nam mét phia sau. N6 tho mit ra ttr trong cdi bong ctia mdt biec
twong d6 nat. Chiéu cao chua téi mot mét. Nhung véi mot loai thi bd bang



bon chan thi kich thudc nhu thé 1a 16n. Khd 1¢n. Mot con thén lin mau
xanh lyc sAm... Hay néi ding hon 1a cd sdu? A, khong phai, ma 1a rong?
Trén dau n6 c6 mao.

“Ta... chay chx?”” Haruhiro rut ré hdi chi Unjou.

“Lu nay dai daalng 14m. Chiing s& bam nhing nhing theo ta hang ngay
troi. Budc phai gidi quyét thodi. Bon nay cé doc. N&u bj cén 13 gay go day.
Ta't cd can than.”

“Va...Ang...” Haruhiro bat gidc trd loi hét nhr mot dira nhéc ngoan
ngoan. Khong dwoc. Minh phdi x&¢ lai tinh than. C6 1€ minh da lo’ 1a mot
chit vi c¢6 chi Unjou bén canh. Haruhiro tw nht, may la thi linh co ma!
Thii linh! La thii linh! Khi ¢6 ai do ddng tin cdy o bén, minh lai thanh ra
phu thudc. Pung la mdt ké yéu dudi. Ldn nao chuyén nay cing xdy ra,
nhwng minh thdy chdng hay ho gi. Phdi. Yéu dudi. Vi minh yéu téi mikc
khong cwu van noi, nén it nhdt ciing phdi c6’lam moi thir cho tir té.

Con nivle dang ti€n dén. Bwde chan clia n6 gan nhw khong hé phat ra
ti€ng dong. Lam sao ban ndy minh phdt hién ra né nhi? Néu minh khong dé’
¥, ¢0 1é cd nhom da bi ddn tip roi. Du co chay hét toc lwe, khi ngodnh ddu
lai c6 thé’van thay né dang bdm theo sau. Chii Unjou ndi diing. Phdi gidi
quyét no tai day thoi.

“Kuzaku, nho ciu 1én tuyén dau nhé. Yume va Ranta & hai bén. Merry
bao v& Shihoru. Shihoru, ~dung Dark yé€m tror bon t&. Cau cr cin thoi gian
nhé... Cha Unjou, n€u chang may c6 gi bat tric, chdu xin nho chd.”

“Puroee thdi.” Giong chd Unjou khi dap lai dwong nhw ¢6 chiit diu dang.

(13

Chéc han méit Haruhiro bay gio trong budn ngl 1dm. “... Puoc roi.

Chién thoéi.”



-

ghe Alluja da tung 1a mot thanh phd cye 1on. Thadm chi ¢6 gid thuyét
cho ring né di vd ciing thinh vong trirére khi cude xung dot gitra Lumiaris
va Skullhell bét dau.

Phai mat t&¢i mot ngay d€ bang qua nhitng tan tich ciia Alluja.

Trong khoang thoi gian d6, cd nhom da nghi t&i mady Tan va nhitng ai
c6 th€ thi cling chop méit dwgre mot liic, nhung ngay ca khi bon ciu c6 the
gdc ndi s¢ logok sang mdt bén thi ndi 4m dnh vEé nivle van con hién dién.
Thirc an chinh cda nivle 1a logok nhwng dwong nhw thit ngwoi lai hgp khau
vi ching hon. Chi can thodng nhin thay, nghe thdy hodc phat hién ra dau
tich ctia con ngwoi thi ching sdn sang truy dudi t&i tin clng the gidi.
Chuing khong tdn cong modt cach mi quang ma chdp 18y so hd roi tdn
cong, di€m nay lam chiing tré thanh mot dd'i thd hét stire khé chiu.

Miic dii chii Unjou néi rang chiing cao khoing bon mét, nhung tuy tirng
con lai c6 sy khac biét, dao dong khoang tr ba mét cho t&i gan nim mét.
Con dyc ¢6 mao con con cdi thi khong. Nhirng con dwc ¢6 mao cang 1on,
cang sdc s¢ thi cang hi€u chién, nhung ching thwong tw tin thach thirc tryc
dién nén ca nhém dé d6i phé hon. Bt ngo 13, nhitng con céi ¢6 vé y&u the
vé ngoai hinh thi lai vd cing nguy hi€ém. Con cdi mwu lwgrc va ra't nhanh
nhen. Ching 1a nhirng ké dich dang gom.

Nhom Haruhiro dd ha guc bdy con nivle & khu tan tich. Trong d6 c6
bd'n con dyc va ba con cdi. Mbi Tan déu chién da'u t&i thira song thi€u chét.
Diéu may mén 12 nivle khong di sin theo biy. Gid stt may con cing t&i
mot lic thi ca bon chg’lng ¢6 co hoi thing. Da clia nivle hinh nhw ban dwoc
gia cao nhung chung kha cdng kénh nén cheamg ai ¢ hing thd mang vé. Ca
bon nwdng thit 1én dn thi thA'y mii vi cla né ciing khong t&i ndi kinh
khing.

Cudi khu tan tich 1a mét con dwong do'c di xuéng. Cling khong tdi mirc
d6c qua nhung nd cir di xudng, xudng hoai. Phdi chdng cw di thé nay thi sé



to'i tdn cung long ddt? 1.i do Haruhiro nay ra suy nghi nhw vy la vi mac du
dang ban ngay nhung troi van t61, khé ma nhin dwoc phia triede c6 gi. Néu
khong c6 chid Unjou hwdng dan thi c6 1€ ca bon da khong déam xudng. Béi
viéc do6 that dang s’ qua di ma.

“Om, & phia trede ¢6 gi vay...?” Haruhiro 18y hét can dam lén ti€ng
héi.

“C6 orc.” Chu Unjou van tra 1o r40 hodnh nhw moi khi.

“Walk a?” Yume hoi lai.

Yume a, khong phdi thé”. Di b roi sao nira? Du diing la chiing ta dang
di bo thdt.

“Doi da.” Merry xac nhan lai. “Y chi 1 orc sao...?”

“It nhiéu ciing gidng nhw vay.” Chid Unjou budc tirng budc xudng con
dwong doc nghiéng. “Hon ntra, tén goi ctia bon ching & Darunggar ciing 1a
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orc.

“U w...” Toan than Ranta run 14p cap. “Chét tiét. Tao noi hét ca da ga
roi. Cai quai gi nhd, 1a thé nay, i orc 1a ké thu d61 voi loai ngwoi ching ta.
Nhuwng cir nghi t¢i viéc chiing s6ng & ca chd nay ntra thi tao lai ¢6 cdm giac
than thudc. ... A khong, ciing ¢6 thé khong hin 1a cdm giac than thude...”

Cht Unjou cudi khdy. “O’ ddy chiing ciing 13 k& th day.”

“... Nhitng con orc d6...” Shihoru néi li nhi nghe nhw ti€ng mudi vo ve.
“... C6 khi nao, chiing t Grimgar...?”

“Crra vao, ctia 161 ra...” Kuzaku thi tham.

“Ai biét.” Chd Unjou dap coc 16¢ r'oi im lang. Sau mdt lic 1au, nhw the
vira nho ra chuyén gi, chd bén cét ti€ng. “... Hodc cling c6 the€ day la qué
hwong cta ching.”

Con doc la dwong da g6 gh€ nhung trén bé mat phu day nhirng vién soi
min nhw cat. Chinh vi th&, moi ngwoi déu phai can trong né€u khong mudn
bi treort chan.

C6 vé la khong c6 con nivle nao & day. Piéu d6 c6 the’ do nhirng con
m0i chinh cua ching 1a logok v6n s6ng & Alluja.

Pay d6 c6 nhirng cédi hang v&i dwong kinh khoang mdt mét. Chi Unjou
tranh ta't ca. Haruhiro hdi tai sao thi chu bao vi trong dé c6é guvuji. Guvuji
la mét sinh vat khong ra Itng cling chzatng ra khi, ban tinh nhut nhat nhung



s&n sang chién dau tdi chét d&€ bao vé hang & ctia minh. HE ma c6 ai dong
vao to cda chiing 1a d6i ldc s€ c¢6 t&i hon mwoi con guvuji cing lao ra, bi€n
noi dé thanh mot bai chién truong. Bét ching d€ #n ciing dwoc nhung
nhirng thé thit gan gudc rat cing k€ ca sau khi da nwdong 1én. Nghe néi néu
kién nhan hdm nhtw ra thi nwdc sip ciing kha ngon. Nhwng ta't nhién, ca
nhém sé& khong bt ching, va cling ch:fmg mang di ham.

Chfmg may chdc 4nh sdng mau dd bit dau hién 1én day d6. Nhiét do
ting 1én, thim chi con gdy cam gidc hoi néng. Hoi nwde bdc 1én tir khip
moi noi. Cum tr “miéng ndi Ira” bdng loé 1én trong dau Haruhiro. C6 khi
nao dnh sdng mau dé chinh la... dung nham khong nhi?

Ca nhom di qua mot trong s6” d6. N6 s6i 1én ting uc va hoi nwdre lién tuc
bdc cao. B6 qua chuyén dua cot thi xem chwng né chinh 1a dung nham.
Néu chéng may tregt chan ngd vao dé thi Iam gi ¢6 chuyén chi bi bong
xoang.

Ca bon ciing bat gip mot con song. Nwde sau chua t&i dau g&i va dong
nwdoc dang chay khong chi Am &'m ma con hoi néng nira. Ta't nhién la chwa
toi mirc néng bong tay.

“Su6i nwoc néng w...?” Merry 1én ti€ng.

“Tam chung thdi nao!” Ranta phan khich.

“Con 1au di!” Yume g0 vao sau dau Ranta.

“Nude niay udng dwoe day.” Chid Unjou hit cam vé phia dong song
nwdc noéng. “Vi clia né hoi la, nhwng khong dau bung dau. Ching ta s€ nghi
ngoi ¢ day.”

Puong nhién ci nhém khdng tim chung, moi nguwdi ciing nhau do mot
cdi hd’ 1am bdn tim ngay canh b sdng, con gdi va con trai Tan lwot thay
nhau vao tim. Phdi cdm on chd Unjou di tinh nguyén canh gdc cho moi
nguoi.

“Minh dang dinh néi gi y nhi...?” Kuzaku ngdm minh trong nwdc ngip
t&i vai va néi v&i vé cdm dong. “Céc ciu khong nghi ring cé the song the’
ndy that 12 mot diéu may mén 2? Chi minh t& nghi vay thoi ha? Kiéu chi
¢an nhw the ndy thoi 1a t& ¢ the bang long chét bat ci lic nao. A, tat
nhién y t& khong phai 1a to mudn chét dau. Chi Ia, tm trang thodi mai that
day...”



“T¢ hi€u cam gidc d6...” Haruhiro thong tha dung tay v6c nwdc d€ riva
mit. “Cho nay thich qud. Tuyét dinh. Qu4 da...”

“Pa chd nao co?” Ranta khoanh tay. “Tao qud thd't vong vé bon may!
L& ra 1a dd c6 the tim chung ro6i da’y. N&u ching may dong tinh v&i tao thi
chwa biét chirng T4n nay bon con gai da xudi xudi roi. Ay thé’ ma, bon may
qua dan don. Bon may tinh ngu t&i mirc nao nira ha?”

“... Thuc sir tao mudn bidt 1a vi If do quéi gi ma may nghi c6 the tim
chung dworc chir.”

“Ha? La cam giac, cam giac daYy. Chfmg phéi moi ngwdi van bido mot
khi ra dwong thi cat hét ty trong & nha a? Néu nhw tdt ca moi ngwoi ciing
néi vay thi ra't c6 kha ning ta't ca s& cling tdm chung thoi. Bon con géi ciing
dau c6 ngu ma bd qua co hdi day.”

“Ca Yume, Shihoru va Merry déu khong ngu nhw may, nén ho khong
nghi m&y chuyén tam bdy tam ba do dau...”

“May 1am 101 qud day! Tao thich tim chung day! Tao mudn tim
chuuuuung... TAm chuuuuuunggg...”

“Cau bj 4m anh v&i vu tim chung phét nhi...” Kuzaku thé dai thwon
thwot. “Oa, ngdm minh swong ghé...”

Khoéng bi€t do dwgrc ngdm bdn hay do thi€u ngd ma Haruhiro ngu ra't
ngon. C4u chi tinh gid’c khi Yume lay ciu ddy va ciu cdm thd’y c¢6 10i vi
di€u do.

Chii Unjou k& ring ngay trudc, nho 18y song nwdc néng 1am ngudn
nwde ma chd song sét dwore. Chuyén chi an guvuji cling 1a twe h'di do.

Khi cad bon biang qua sdng nwdc nong va ti€n buwdc, mat da't trd nén
bang ph?ing. Ngay sau khi Haruhiro twdng viy, con dwong phia tred'c xué't
hién mot vich d4 dyng dirng trong nhr mot birc twong stng sttng chén
ngang. Tuy nhién, d6 khong phai dwong cut. Trén vach dd c6 nhitng vét
nut.

Ciac khe nit chay ngodn ngoeo, chd phinh ra chd thép lai. Vi khong
nhin thdy tr khoang vai mét phia tredre trd di, ai nd'y déu tha'y bat an. Mot
minh chi Unjou da tim thdy con dwong nay va ty minh bang qua sao? Gia
st dat Haruhiro vao vi tri cua chu &y thi c6 1€ cau khong thé nao lam dworc.
Chéng can nghi ciing biét 1a khong the. Cau khong c6 kha ning nhw vy va
cO € cling cheamg ham s0ng dé€n murc aYy.



Né&u 1a vi d6ng d6i thi Haruhiro sé ¢ géng bang dwoc. Tuy nhién, néu
lam vi ban than minh thi hoan toan khong. Cau khong th€ chiu dung dwoc
nhitng con dau, sy thdng khd hay ndi tuyét vong. DU tdt hay x4u thi
Haruhiro chinh 1a ki€u nguoi nhw vay day.

Nhirng d6ong ddi khéc thi sao nhi? Ca Kuzaku, Yume, Shihoru va Merry
c6 1€ déu c6 suy nghi géan gidng véi Haruhiro. Ngwoi duy nha't ¢é the vi lovi
ich cia ban than ma gidm dap 1én moi thit chic chi c6 Ranta 12 cling.

Pay nhat dinh vwra 1a di€m manh va ciing 1a dieém y&u cua to doi. Ho ¢6
th& hoa thuin (trtr mot tén) va hd tr 1an nhau, nhwng néu danh gia khit khe
hon thi sy phu thudc vao tong thé’ qua manh mé nén ldc nguy cap lai tr&
nén vd ciing mong manh. Khi mot ngwoi trong nhém, ba't k€' 1a ai, mat di,
nhirng nguwoi con lai s€ khong con tinh than chi€n da'u. Du Haruhiro khong
mudn nghi t&i nhieng tinh hudng nay nhwng véi vai tro thu linh, cdu bude
phai dat ra gia thuyé&t nhw vady. Du gi noi day ciling 1a dia phdn dich roi ma.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Cdu ta diing la db ngoc! Nhwng qud thwe cdnh twong triedc mdt... phdi
noi sao nhi? Qud dn twong! Tai di€m cudi cia con dwong udn lwon phia
trede, mot canh twong huing vi hién ra treéc mit Haruhiro.

Hang trdm, tham chi la hang nghin dong dung nham dé ryc, dang 1€n,
ha xudng, trdi ndi bong bénh va lan rong. Nhirng ngon d'6i. Nhirng day nui.
Nhitng hang ddng. Nhirng ngdi nha 1on nhd. Ping vay. Trong nhw khoét
vich d4 ra ma thanh nhung dé chic chin 1 nhitng ngdi nha. Ching dwoc
gia c& va trang tri bang nhitng vat liéu gidng vdi sit thép, cling c6 nhitng
toa twra tyra cung dién hay dién tho. C6 ca nhirng toa thap. Pay dé la nhirng
ngdi nha tuy chwa t&i mirc goi la cao ting nhwng chiéu cao ciing phai &
murc trung.

Kep gitra hai dong dung nham hep ¢6 mot con dwong... Khong nghi
ngo gi nira, d6 chinh xac 1la mot con dwong. Nhirng con dwong, con phd
n6i dai, dan xen ngang doc. Nhirng toa nha 1on hwdng mét tién vé phia phd
16m, hai bén nhirng con dwong nhd 1a cac ng6i nha véi mai hién chia ra.

Béu troi da t6i den. Pém r'6i. Nhwng nho' ¢6 dung nham, day 1a mot thi
tran khong c6 bong dém.

Thi tram.

D6 1a mot thi tran. Hay n6i dung hon 1a mét thanh phd'.



“Pua 47" Kuzaku néi bang giong khan dic.

“A...” Haruhiro khong th€ tié€p loi Kuzaku.

“P6 1a...” giong Shihoru nhd xfu, nhw the sdp tat ngd'm, “... thi tri’n cta
orc a? TAt ca chd do6...?”

“Ku ho 6. Thanh ph6 by ghé.” Yume v twr n6i. Luc nao ¢6 2y cling qué
lac quan.

“Chd d6...” Merry thay mit Haruhiro phat bi€u diéu ban nidy cdu mudn
noi, “la cira vao cua 167 ra?”

“Ping vdy.” Khong rd vi sao, Haruhiro cdm nhan dwgc mot nu cwoi
y&u &t trong cau tra loi ctia chd Unjou. “D6 1a ctra vao cua 167 ra. Ta da di
qua thi trdn d6, Waluandin.”

“Ching la... dich nhi?”” Kuzaku vira hdi vira xoa hong. “Orc 8y...”

“R0 la the".” Chu Unjou kh:flng dinh. “Bon orc sé khong d¢ lot ai ngoai
dong loai cua chiing. T4t nhién la gia stc thi khong tinh.”

“Hay tui minh gid lam gia stc cho chiing nuéi...? Nhw thé dé dang
hon...” Ranta nhin quanh moi ngudi réi hing giong. “Tdi, tdi dua thoi.
Puwng n6i may ngwoi twdng that chir, 1a, 1a, 1a ngdo.”

“Cing khong phdi phwong 4n £6i.” Chii Unjou xoa cidm. “So v&i viée
chay thang qua thi lam vay c6 phan thyc t€ hon.”

“P... ... Bung khong? Pung vay phai khong? Ghé hé hé hé hé hé hé hé
hé...”

“Chd 8y dang mia mai d6...” Haruhiro thé dai. “May phai nhin ra
chu...”

“Cam miéng! Pwong nhién la tao biét r'oi! Tao chi gia vo thdi, 6 ngu,
do ngu.”

“Nhwng ma nay,” Yume ph'dong mot bén mad, chi tay vé phia thi tran
Waluandin, “& d6 ¢6 gi nhi? Ba ma't cong toi diy r'oi, Yume cling mudn lai
gan xem thir ghé.”

“Yume can dam th¢"...” Kuzaku t6 vé ba't ngo.

“A, n&u khong nguy hi€m théi nha. Con néu nguy hi€m thi Yume nghi
nén tw bd va quay vé do.”

“RO rang 1a nguy hi€m ro6i!” Ranta gidm chan binh bich. “C6 mdi th&’
thi phai ty hi€u chr!”



“Né&u chi thtr mot xiu thdi thi chic khdng cé chuyén gi dworc dau!”

“...Chéc 1a c6 day...” Shihoru trong nhw sdp ngd guc ngay tap lu.

“L0o1, 161 nao...” Haruhiro an tay vao c6. Khong dwgc d€ mat hinh
tweong. Minh co thé bi soc nhiwng minh ciing da chudn bi cho chuyén nay o
mot mrc dé nao do. Mot mike dj nao do thoi, ““... Chi Unjou da bang qua
161 nao a? Hay 1a khu vyc nao...?”

“Cheamg nh& ntra. Lic d6 ta gan chét.” Chi Unjou chdm chidm ha chiéc
tdi deo trén lwng xudng va ng'di 1én né. “Ta chi chic chin mot diéu 1a chinh
& thi trdn Waluandin nay, ta da mat di hai dong ddi. Iehata va Akina. Ca
hai d€u bj orc gi€t, con ta chay thoat. Chi minh ta...”

Sau d6, ttr cAu chuyén kiém 1o ciia chid Unjou, Haruhiro biét dwoe rang
chu &y da gip nan & bién gidi cia hai vieong quéc ¢6 1a Nananka va Ishmal
roi lac sang thé gidi khac biét nay.

Vwong qudc Nananka cO gio' diy bi bon orc hoanh hanh con Vwong
qud’c Ishmal cd da thanh l1anh thd ctia Tdc bat ti.

Vao thoi di€m d6, nhém cda chd Unjou véi stee tré hieng hye da gan da
x06ng vao can cr chinh cua dich, chién ddu v&i nhieng tén orc va undead
hiing manh. Tuy nhién, mot ngay, ho bi tip kich bat ngo’ va dong ddi cta
ho, dao tic Katsumi, da tr tran. Trong lic chay tr6n trén da't dich, ho di vao
mot khu viee ddy swong mu va bi lac. Ho len 16i qua hang dong, toi mét
viing nii t&i tim v&i nhitng dong sdng dung nham, noi ho nghi rdang minh
d3 an toan. Th& nhung, khi nhin thay sinh vat trong gidng thin lan dang
boi ung dung trén dong song dung nham, ho da cam tha’y c6 gi dé khac la.

May mén thay, nhitng con thin lin ma ho quyé&t dinh goi 4 salamander
[ki gidong Itra] khong tdn cong, nhung lai ¢c6 mot con rong dang s¢’ dn thit
ching. Nhom ctia chd Unjou bi truy dudi b&i con rong dd sam, hay con goi
la r'ong Itva. Hai d6ng doi cda chu &'y, thanh ki st Ukita va phap s Matsuro
da bi con r'ong Itra an thit. Trong liic con rong dang nudt chirng ho, thg sin
Unjou, chién binh Iehata, tu si Akina bd chay thuc mang. Sau dé, ho t&i
Waluandin. Pang doi ho & d6 1a hang nghin, hang van con orc...

Haruhiro thir sip x&p lai céc tinh tiét trong ciu chuyén ctia chd Unjou.

Hién tai ¢6 hai cach d€roi khdi Darunggar.

Phwong an thir nha't 1a quay lai con dwong ma ca bon da dung d¢€ t&i
th&” gidi nay. Dau tién, cd nhdm s€ quay vé Lang Gi€ng, di xuyén khu rirng



phia Béc, bing qua t& cta lii gremlin d€ t&i Dusk Realm (Thé gidi hoang
hon). Tuy nhién, khu rirng phia Bic c6 bon ngai yeguyorun. Liic cd nhém
t&i day khong gip phdi vin dé gi nén quay tréd lai chic ciing dwoc? ...
Nhwng Haruhiro khong phai mét ngwoi dd lac quan d€ c6 the nghi nhw vay.
D6 16 rang 1a mot ki tich khi cd nhém téi Lang Giéng ma khong dung do
con yeguyorun ndo. Tuy nhién, Haruhiro khong nghi ring ki tich s& t&i Tan
hai. N&u bdy gior cdu trong cdy vao ki tich d€ toi dwgc Dusk Realm thi
ddng nghia v&i viéc cau budc ca nhom bwdc vao mdt canh bac 1n. Cir cho
12 c4u c6 th€ thing dwoc canh bac d6 thi liéu c6 hi vong nao cho ca nhém &
Dusk Realm khong? Hoan toan tuyét vong thi khdong phai, nhwng ca nhom
s€ phai tim ki€m hi vong mong manh trong khi bi truy dudi bdi cac thanh
vién gido doan, 1ii khong I'6 tring hay bon hydra. Piéu d6 xem ra chaamg dé
dang gi. Cuc ki khé khiin nira 1a dang khic.

Phwong 4n thit hai 12 bang cdch niao dé bing qua ngon nii ctia rong lira
& phia bén kia Waluandin, r'6i di t&i khu vec swong day mu mit. Pwong
nhién, noi d6 1a da't dich nén sé rat nguy hi€m, nhung tredc mat n&u dit nd
qua mot bén thi vAn dé chinh ndim & Waluandin. Liéu ring c6 cdch nao t&i
dwoe ndi Rong Lira ma khong can phai bang qua Waluandin, noi 1a orc
dang chi€m cw?

K& ca c¢6 phwong 4n gi hay ho di chiing nira thi sau d6 van con rong lira
dang cho.

.. Chding ¢6 cdch nao nhi?

Haruhiro khong thdy ba't c¢ mot dadu hiéu kha quan nao. Hoan toan
khong. Hodc 1a rat gan v&i ranh gidi cia s6 khong.

R06i sao?

Phdi chang da t&i lic ca nhdm can chd’p nhan moi thir nhw hién tai?

Moi ngudi phdi dan quén di Grimgar va bit dau mdt cudc song mdi &
day. Chinh tai Darunggar nay. Néu khong cé gi tién trién thi c6 1€ cd nhém
budc phai danh hét phian doi con lai & day. Ca bon céan lam gi d€ d6i dién
voi n6? Tat ca phai ciing nhau chia sé kién thirc, d6ng tdm hiép lyc d€ xay
dwng mot nén tang virng chic cho cudc sdng. Ting budc ting buwdc mot.
Khong céan voi va, chi c¢én ti€n vé phia truede 1a duorc.

Liéu moi nguwoi c6 the ti€p tuc soOng & mot thé gidi voi moi treong
khac biét nhwong nay ma khong ndy sinh van d€ gi khong? Chid Unjou



chinh 1a minh ching s6ng. C6 the do thi€u dnh sang mat troi nén trong chu
Ay c6 phan xanh xao nhwng van rad't khoé manh. Nghia 14 con ngudi c6 1€
s€ song dwoe & day tor mwei t&i hai mwoi ndm.

P& mat voi sy that, cdm gidac ma hién thwc mang lai dang trao trong
Haruhiro.

Noi nay khong phdi ciing tam dwwoc sao? Von Grimgar cing dau phdi
qué hwong ciia minh. Khi minh y thiec dworc thi minh da ¢ Grimgar roi.
Minh chc“;ng co phiwong dn nao khdc ngoai viéc budc phdi song o Grimgar.
Chi vdy thoi!

Thé gidi nay ra't toi tdm. Quad t6i tam. Thanh that ma ndi, né khién tim
trang cua ciu trd nén u dot. Ngon ngtr cling chgng hiéu. O’ noi nay hau nhw
khong ¢6 con ngwdi. Nguy hi€m thi diy rdy. C6 qua nhiéu diéu ¢n phai lo
lang, khong biét cd nhém c6 the vrot qua khong? Dian dan roi s& quen w?
Hon ntra, khac véi chd Unjou, Haruhiro ¢6 dong ddi bén canh. Cu khong
hé ¢d doc. So v&i chid Unjou thi hoan canh clia ciu ¢6 vé it khic nghiét hon
roi.

Haruhiro tht c& suy nghi theo hwdng lac quan, twoi sang, mac du diéu
ndy ching may phi hop véi tinh céch ciia ciu.

Cudc s6ng & Grimgar chinh 1a chwong dau tién trong cau chuyén cua
nhém Haruhiro. Gio ¢y chwong thit hai da bat dau & Darunggar. R'6i sau
dé s€ con chwong ba, chwong bon nra nhi? Hi vong né s€ kéo dai. Boi
canh ¢ the vin & Darunggar, cé th€ khong. Cho t&i gior, Haruhiro cling
chua ting dy dodn dwore nhirng chuyén da xay ra trong doi ho. Giong nhau
ca thdi. Khong ai bi€t dwoc twong lai ca. Tuy khong phdi chi c6 ndt thiang
nhung nhat dinh chgng the toan nhirng n6t tram. N&u cé khd dau thi cling
c6 hanh phic. Ngay tai Darunggar tdm t&i nay cling vay, khong phai chi
toan béng dém ma van ¢6 dnh séng.

“Cha,” chd Unjou ding day, khoac tui 1én lung, “hiéu r'oi chw? Khong
the tré’ vé Grimgar. Li do 1a vdy da’y. Ta quay vé Herbesit diy. Cac cd cau
mudn lam sao thi lam.”

Haruhiro nhim chit mét, gat dau. Cau khong chiu dwoc viéc bi bo lai
phia sau. Nhém Haruhiro ciing s€ quay v€. Lam dung qua nhi€u long t6t
cta chud Unjou thi that khong phéi, nhwng ca bon can tran quy mdi quan hé
voi ngwoi dan ong nay. Du gi, tui Haruhiro va chd &y déu la con nguoi,



cung la linh tinh nguyén... khong phai, cung tizng la linh tinh nguyén. Chu
Unjou 1a bic ti€én boi ciia nhém Haruhiro. Sau nay, Haruhiro cling mu6n
trong cdy vao nhitng loi khuyén bdo, sy day db cta chi &y. Con bdy gio,
minh sé di theo chii Unjou, c& gdng hét sitc dé khong tré thanh gdnh ning
va khong lam phién chu ay qud nhiéu. Minh sé lam thé?!

“Bon chau ciing di...” Haruhiro dang néi d& bdng mé to mét. ...
Nghiém tic da’y a?”

Cau Tan tay vao cO 4o va 16i thir d6 ra... Vao lic nhw thé nay sao? Thdt
sw, khong dua day chir.

b6 1a vat the trong giong vién da phfmg mau den. Tuy nhién, n6 khong
phai 1a da. N6 dang rung 1én, tor canh dwdi phét ra anh sang mau xanh 1a
cay.

“Receiver [P4 nhan tin]...” Shihoru lam bam.

“C4i d6 1a gi vdy?” Chd Unjou nang vanh chiéc nén dan 1én, d6i mat
sang ryc. “Mot vat twr thé” gidi khac w?”

Receiver [Pa nhin tin] phat ra giong néi: “Haruhiro.”

“... Anh Souma.” C4 tay 1an giong Haruhiro thdm chi con run hon ca
hon da nhén tin.

P'ong ddi cua ciu lan Iwot xim vao nhe mudn an twoi nudt sdng hon
da.

“Cau c6 dang nghe khong, Haruhiro? Khong bi€t toi da goi cho cau
bao nhiéu I'in nhw thé nay réi. Ching t6i dang & Grimgar. Ca nhém
cua chi Akira 1an nhém cia Tokimune d'éu binh an vo sw.”

“Oi...” Ranta trong nhw sfp khéc. “T4t nhién 12 nhw vy réi... TAt nhién
roi. TAt nhién 13 ho phai binh an r'éi. Sao nhi... Oi tao mirng qui. Mic du
bon minh nhw thé& nay, nhwng thyc long tao ming qua...”

“Haruhiro. Ranta. Yume. Shihoru. Merry. Kuzaku... T6i bi€t la cac
ciu dang & dau d6 ngoai kia va ling nghe nhirng 1¢i nay. Téi tin la
V:fly.”

“... Chét tiét.” Kuzaku 6m ddu. “Anh Souma, anh &y goi tén t& kia...”

“Bao nhiéu Tan...” Merry cdi dau. C6 1€ Merry dinh héi, “Anh da goi
cho bon em bao nhiéu Tan vay?”



“Toi mong ti ngay dwoc gap lai cac cau. Khong chi minh t6i dau.
Moi ngwoi ai ciing noi the” day.”

“Phw nyaa...” Yume ngoi bét xuéng dat.

“Kemuri...”

“Um. Céc ciu khoé khong?”

“Shima.”

“(y... Haruhiro. CAu con nh& nhitng gi toi da néi khong? Lén téi
chuing ta lai néi ti€p nhé.”

“Hu? Chuyén gi theé?”

“Ai cha. N6 khién ciu tdo mo ha, Souma?”’

“DPiing the". Toi c6 to mo day. Ma thoi. Nay, Liliya.”

“... Toi chaalng ¢6 gi de¢ noi voi dam tré con chwra trwedng thanh ca.
Chi la... Nho can than day. Hay tin vao ban thian minh ciing nhw dong
ddi. Hay tap trung anh mét vao nhirng thir nén thay, ling tai nghe
nhwrng di€u nén nghe, va hwong trai tim minh v'é phia anh sang thay vi
dém den. Chi ¢in cic ciu khong dwng budc thi nhat dinh sé tim ra con
dwong de tién 1én. Nhé chwa? Néu cic ciu dam tw bé thi nhat dinh toi
s¢ khong tha thw dau. Xin, xin hét!”

“... Chi 8y bao khong c6 gi d€ ndi va chi &y da tudbn mot trang dai 1é
thé!” Ranta sut sit. “Guw 6 0 0 0, chi Liliya dang yéu qud. Tao mudn gdp lai
chi Ay ghé...”

“... Pingo?”

“Di chét di... u ku ku ku... Pua dé. Nay Souma... ong cé c& bit
Zenmai tro chuyén ciing vé ich théi... D6 ngu.... U hw hw hw hw...”

“Thé” ha?... Khong riéng gi bon toéi dau. Ca Akira, Miho, Gogh,
Kayo, Branken va Tarou nira, moi nguoi déu lo ling cho cac cdu. Con
c¢6 Rock, Kajita, Moyugi, Kurou, Sakanami, Tsuga. lo, Katazu,
Tasukete, Jamu, Tonbee, Gomi. Céc ciu chwa tung gip ho nhi? Nhung
t6i da ke cho ho nghe vé cac cau. Bon ho ai ciing to6 ra hung tha.”

“Rocks va d6i ctia quy c6 Io w!” Ranta quan quai. “Khoan da, thé’ con
Tasukete va Gomi? Ma nghe néi quy c6 Io v6 ciing xinh dep. Oi, wéc gi toi
duoc gap co dy...”

““... Cu chi th&'1a gidi.” Shihoru buéng loi lanh lung. ““... Nhwng ma...”



“Haruhiro,” Souma Tan lwot goi tén tirng ngwoi mot Ian nira nhw d€
khéc ghi. “Ranta. Yume. Shihoru. Merry. Kuzaku... Bon toi d¢i cac cu.
Hen gap lai nhé.”

Rung ddng cua Receiver [P4 nhan tin] dung hin, 4nh sang ¢ phan ria
bén dwdi cling bi€n mat.

Haruhiro ¢t nim chit hon dd nhan tin nhu thé’, nhip thé cla ciu van
chua tr¢ lai binh thwong.

“Akira w?” Chi Unjou dot nhién buéng mét ti€ng cwoi tram. “Gogh w?
Ngu xuan that. Khong the€’ cé chuyén d6. Do tra...”

“... Chd quen bon ho v?” Kuzaku ngip ngung hoi.

“Ta bi€t ho...” Chi Unjou dwng lai r'di thé dai.

“... Ciing khong chéc 12 cing ngudi. Cé the cung tén nhung 14 nguoi
khédc. Ching biét duoc...”

Chii Akira va chd Gogh bang tudi nhau, ho 1am linh tinh nguyén dwoc
khoang hai mwoi ndm. Haruhiro khong biét tudi chinh xac ctia hai nguoi
Ay nhung chéc 12 trac ti¥ twan. Chi Unjou c6 1& ciing tAm tudi d6 nén khong
cO gi ngac nhién n€u nhw ho bi€t nhau.

Haruhiro hit mdt hoi that sdu. DAu 6c cu ndy gior van con té liét. ...
Chau nghi ho chinh la Akira va Gogh ma chii néi toi day.”

“Anh Souman bao anh &y da goi cho ching ta ra't nhiéu an.” Yume néi
bang giong tram bdng nhu dang nira tinh nira mo'. “Nhuwng tai sao cho t&i
ban ndy ching ta chwa h€ nhan dwoc nhi?”

“Khong phadi 1a Souman...” Haruhiro dinh stra réi lai thoi. Vu nay ké di.
A nhung ciing khong dwoc nhi? Chealng bi€t theé" nao nwra. Ty dwng Haruhiro
tha'y minh chang hiéu gi.

“Cé 18 ndo,” Merry hwéng mét vé phia Waluandin, “1a vi ching ta dang
& ra't gan?”

“Chinh thé"” Ranta trd vao mdt Merry. “Merry, nha ngwoi thong minh
day! Thyc ra tao cling nhén ra r'6i, tao vira méi dinh néi dé!”

“Nha ngwoi? Ha? Gi co'? Sau nay khong can chiwra tri cho cdu nitva ha?”

“.. Al Téi xin 161, toi, toi da qua dang r'oi. To6i sé stra lai ngay. T6i chan
thanh xin 161, thwa quy c6. Khong dwoc, phdi nghiém tic hon, nghiém tic



hon. Toi sé khong néi thé nira. B&i vy, xin hay tha th cho t6i. Lam on
day.”

“Nghe cau lam on ma tirc anh ach...” Shihoru 1am bam. Haruhiro cling
cam thay vdy... Nhwng tam thoi d€ chuyén d6 qua mot bén.

“. 0 gan v?” Haruhiro nhin dam dam vao Receiver [P4 nhin tin]. *
Ra vdy. La do noi nay, gan voi, Grimgar.”

“Yume mu6n vé.” Yume dat tay 1én nguc va cdt loi. “... Yume &y ma,
qua nhién nhé, mudn tré vé co. Yume mudn gap lai sw phu nira. Néu nhw
khong gip lai dwoe, Yume sé budn 14m.”

“U...” Kuzaku ngudc nhin bau troi den kit. ... TG cling vay.”

... Dung lqi di. Haruhiro tham nghi.

To xin cdc cdu day, lam on hay diwng lai di. Dwng noi nhieng loi thdt
tha nhw vay.

Boi vi, dii cho cdc cdu co thdt tdm mudn thé thi chiing ta ciing khong
the’ ma. Néu cdc cdu hdi to mudn vé hay khong, dwong nhién la to mudn vé
roi. Cdi viéc song o ddy mdi mdi ddu phdi chuyén dua chie. Nhwng chiing
ta cé thé lam gi khdc by gio? Néu cit nhat quyét quay vé thi chdang khdc
nao tw nem minh vao ché chét. Di c6 liéu mang nhw vdy ciing khong co gl
ddm bdo rdng moi viéc sé suon sé dau. Haruhiro cling chang d4m nghi rang
noé s€ sudn sé. Cau khdng th€ mao hi€m nhw vay dwoce. Cang khdng the de€
moi ngwoi mao hi€m. Cu khong mudn mat ba't ki ai. Khong mu6n ai phai
chét. Moi ngwoi phai song. Ta't cd moi ngwoi. PO 1a wu tién s6” mét.

Liliya bdo chi 4y sé tuyét doi khong tha thir néu chiing minh twr bo. Piéu
doé ¢ y nghia gi nhi? Rdng chiing minh khong nén tir bé, rang chiing minh
nén ving vdy va tiép tuc song w? Hay la...

Anh Souma da néi rang anh &y sé cho.

Anh @y bdo hen gap lai.

“Ching ta khong th€ mao hiém.” Haruhiro dong dac néi. “Ching ta s€
tranh dwong dau v&i nhirng rdi ro 1én. Tuy nhién, nhitng gi chiing ta c6 th€
lam 12 ti€n twng bwdc nhd bdo ddm an toan cho chinh minh trong lic danh
thoi gian d€ tim bién phap.”

“Ha?” Ranta khoanh tay va nghiéng hin dau sang mot bén. “Tém lai y
ctia may la gi ha?”



“... H®? Cau bi ngdc a?” Kuzaku 1€n ti€ng.

“Kuzakkyyy! Ai cho phép may ché& nhao béc siéu tién bdi chir! May tin
tao ném cho may bai phan khong?”

“Eo 0i, ban chét dwoc!” Yume cau c6. “Tém lai 1a nhw th€. Nhu the
ding khong nhi? Sau khi lam nhw vdy 4... thi n6 s€ thanh nhw kia, nhi?
bung chwa...?”

“Ba ciing ¢6 hi€u cdi khi gi6 gi dau!” Ranta tic t01.

“... Ching ta s€ hét sirc chd y d€ khong diat minh vao tinh thé nguy
hi€m...” Shihoru néi r6 rang. ... Ctr ti€p tuc tim ki€m, va bi€t dau, mét lic
nao do, chiing ta thanh cong va c6 the...”

“Trd vé,” Merry can mdi, “... Grimgar.”

“La th& chir g1?” Ranta won ngue diy ngao nghé. “Tao biét thira roi, ¢
ngao.”

Chu Unjou xdc lai cai tai trén lwng roi quay got. “Céac co cau lam gi tuy
thich.”

Gia st ¢ the' tro vé thi chid Unjou ciling sé khong veé. C6 1€ 1i do khong
chi don gian 13 vi co6 Rubicia, tuy nhién, chi &y chéc hin van s& lru lai
Darunggar. Haruhiro cdm tha’y vay. Mdi ngwdi mdi khdc. Haruhiro cidi dau
xudng tt}ét thap.

“... Um... Ching chdu cdm on chd rit nhiéu, chi Unjou. Rat rat rat
nhi€u, thyc long day a...”

Chd Unjou dung bwdc, nhweng khdong ngoanh lai. “... Ping ¢ chét day,
hau bd1i cua ta.”



16. Mot ngay dep tréi de hi vong

0 I@nﬁi nhirng di€u phdi nghi va phai lam. Pau tién, Haruhiro quyé€t
dinh s€ tht di xdc nhin xem thuc t€ ho ¢ th€’ d&€n gan Waluandin t&i miec
nao. Viéc nay c6 1€ khong can ta't cd moi ngwoi cling tham gia. S€ tot hon
n€u Haruhiro di mot minh. Tham chi, n€u khong ti€n hanh modt minh,
chuyén khong hay c6 thé xdy ra. Haruhiro st dung Stealth [An hinh] hoc tir
cd Barbara d€ don thwong doc ma di vé phia Waluandin.

Dwong nhre Waluandin deoc xay deng ngay dwdi chan ndi R6ng Lira.
Phia treedrc 1a mot bon dia. Haruhiro dw tinh s€ di qua bon dia nay d€ toi
Waluandin nhung day cheamg phai khu vyc khong ngwoi. Trong bon dia c6
lac d4c nhi€u lang mac.

Nhirng ng6i lang duge tao nén bdi muoi t&i vai chuc ngdi nha xay theo
ki€u Téu tuy&t kamakura bén nhirng sudi nwdc néng soéi suc. Du & khoang
cdch khd xa, Haruhiro vin c¢6 th€ nhin thdy cw din & diy. Ching mang
dang da’p cuia con nguwoi, lan da mau xanh 14, mii tet, cdp ring nanh nho ra
tw khudn miéng 1on. Déng nguoi ching cao lon, chic nich. Dl nhin tir géc
dd nao, chung chang the’1a gi ngoai orc. Khong the nham dwgc. Ching mac
quan ngin phia dudi, d€ tran phén than trén. Hin 12 do & day kha néng nén
khong can dén do. Than ching tron lang. Khong bi€t 1a bj cao di hay tw
dau da cheamg ¢6 16ng. C6 céc orc gidi tinh nir. Chiing quén vai quanh ngyc
va trén dau.

Li orc trong lang dang dao dat va lam gi d6 gan nhirng cdi td lon. Cau
con thdy ching quiy nhtrng sinh vat trdng nhw sdu bwd'm khong 16 lai d€
nudi. Trong ching kha gidng nhitng con giun heo bon kobold nudi & md
Cyrene. Ching dung lam thirc an ching? O dwdi mit dat c6 nhidu ho dwoc
dao s&n, Haruhiro nhin thd’y ching dang lam gi d6. Khu nay c6 1€ 1a ving
nong thon, not cung ca’p lwong thwe cho Waluandin.

Li orc néng dan v&i than hinh vam vo khién Haruhiro cdm th&’y bat an.
Khong, c6 1€ vi ching la néng dan, thwong xuyén phai lam nhirng cong



viéc nang nhoc nén co’ th€ chiing m&i tré nén nhw vay. Cadu mudn nghi thé”.
Nhwng khong phdi tat cd chiing, cd nam cd nit, déu trong to lon hon lii orc
¢ Phdo dai quan sdt Dead Head sao? Hay do minh twong twong nhi?
Mong la viy...

L orc & lang ban rén v&i cong viée cia ching, khong hé biét dén sy
¢6 mit ctia Haruhiro. N&u di cuing ca bon chir khdng phai mot minh thi s€
ra sao nhi? Kho khéin l1a dwong nhién, nhwng néu chi y can than trong ting
hanh dong thi c6 1& cling khong c6 van dé gi. Hon nira, 1ii orc chéc ciing
khong lam viéc lién tuc ca ngay dau. Do dong dung nham nén ra't khé doan
biét mau sic bau troi, nhung c6 1& d&n 67 ching cling phai trd vé nha r'oi
di ngu.

Du sao thi Haruhiro cling da vwot qua dwgrc khu lang mac ma khong
gap tré ngai gi. Prvong nhién, viéc nay tiéu t6n kha nhiéu thoi gian. Theo
nhw cdm nhan vé thoi gian khong maYy dang tin cta co thé ciu thi chic da
mat khoang ba gio @ong h'd. N&u cdu nhd dwgc dwong thi ¢é 1€ thoi gian
s€ giam xudng con tam phan ntra.

Tuy nhién, khé khin van & phia triede.

Phia bén kia ngdi lang 1a mét dong dung nham. Vwot qua dong song
nay s€ vao duoc khu phd” ciia Waluandin. Con séng rong chwa dé€n mot mét
véi nhidu cdy ciu bic ngang qua, thim chi nhdy qua ciing dwoc. Chic day
chi 1a m6t dwong ranh gidi.

Thanh ph6” dwoe bao quanh béi cac toa nha hinh chir nhat. Dya trén sy
sap x&p ciia cdc 6 ctra sO, toan bo déu c6 hai tang, nhung n€u vy thi h0’1 bi
thap. C6 1& mdt nira tAng mot nim dudi 1ong dat. Cira ra vao hin 1a ndm &
hwong ngwore lai voi dong song.

Haruhiro nhin thd'y mot vai con orc ngdi dung dwa chan trén nhung 6
ctra s0 khong c6 canh. So v&i orc binh thwong, ching kha gay va nho. La i
tré con.

Liéu cau c6 th€ veeot qua dong sdng, vao duoc thanh phé ma khdng bi
bon tré con phét hién ra khong nhi? Haruhiro nhét gan nén vin chua quyét
dinh dwoc gi. N&u di vao theo hwdng chinh dién thi chfmg khac nao tw sat.

Haruhiro men theo bén trai dong dung nham va di mi€t. Cudi cung, cau
nhan ra thit Am thanh quen thudc. LA tiéng bida. Nhitng gi orc v&i co bap



cuon cudn dang vung bda & khu nha xwdng rong 1on dwoc dung 1€n chi
b&i nhirng cdi cdt va mai che.

Céc xwong ren ¢ Waluandin tan dung dong dung nham. Chiing khong
¢an nhom Itra, chi ¢in din dong dung nham néng bong vao 1. C6 1€ khong
chi cdc xuwdng rén, khip Waluandin nay khdng cin chat dot. Chi sor say
mot chit thoéi cling cwc ki nguy hiém nhwng bu lai thi tién loi khong gi
bang.

Nhirng nha xwdng ti€p ndi nhau thanh mot doan kha dai. La orc &
Waluandin gia cong kim loai d€ ché& tao ra nhiéu loai @0 vat voi sd lwong
I6n. Hi€n nhién ching c¢an cé nguyén li€u. Khi di dé€n dau kia cta khu
xuwdng, dong dung nham dwng lai va mot birc twong da hién 1én & d6. Trén
bitc trong trong da tha’y khong hé dé tréo qua nay c6 nhirng céi 16. Nhirng
céi 10 ra't to. L orc ding nhirng 10 nay lam 187 ra vao. Ching tn nhing
chiéc xe day d€ van chuyén thir gi d6. Chi c6 the 1a quing thoi. C6 cd chd
thu gom quiing. Py chic 12 mé quiing. Hinh nhwr ¢6 cd orc 1am nhiém vu
trong coi. Ga quan nhirng céi dai sang béng quanh vai, nggc va hdng, mang
theo mot thanh kim loai dai, trong day quyén lyc. Ga nhin to 1on hon hin
10 orc con lai.

Theo wdc tinh cia Haruhiro, 14 orc néng dan cao khoang hai mét hai
hodc hai mét ba. L orc lam viéc & xwdng rén tuy khong cao hon nhung vai
ching rong va minh may kha day. L orc @ mo quing c6 1€ cling tam fam
nhw 1d orc néng dan? Nhung ga orc gidam sat trdng nhw vay c6 cao tdi ba
mét cting khong la.

Con mot diéu nwra.

Ban dau Haruhiro nghi ga orc cao lo'n 1am nhi€ém vu trdng coi nhwng
hinh nhw ciu da nham.

Khong chi ¢6 mot ga orc cao lIon. C6 may ga lién. Mac du s6” lwgng
chwra d€n mot phan mwoi tong s6” orc & mo quang. C6 kha nang chiing khac
biét khong phai do vi tri cong viéc ma vi ching thuéc mot tang 1op, giai
cap xa hoi khac. Du la gi di ntra, v&i cor th€ ceong trang, thAm chi con
duwoc trang bi vii trang, ching chic hin biét vo thuat. Khu mé quang co vé
dang gom.

Sau khi thdm thinh tr phan trung tim sang mé trai cuia Waluandin,
Haruhiro tam thoi quay lai chd cdc d6ng doi. Vi Ranta ctr hoi don, “Thé



nao? Moi thir sao? Ha? Ha? Ha?” 6n khdng chiu noi, nén Haruhiro phai c¢&
tong chd thiec dn dw trir khong the goi 1a ngon xudng da day roi k& lai mot
cich vén tit nhitng diéu minh di thay. Do hoi mét, a khong, ri't mét, vira
ndm xudng 1 ciu ngd say nhw chét.

Lic Haruhiro tinh day, cic dong doi da luan phién quan sat ng6i lang
trong ldc cdu ngu 1ap tirc bao cdo lai tinh hinh.

“Vao buoi tdi, hinh nhw cac ban orc cling di ngd.” Qua loi k€ cta
Yume, lii orc tré¢ thanh cac ban orc, caim gidc nhw th€ ching tréd thanh mot
giong loai than thién, nhuwng dwong nhién d6 chi 1a do twdng ma thoi.

“... Nhwrng Waluandin thi khong cé gi thay doi ca... nhi?” Shihoru c6 vé
khong tu tin 1dm. “... Lang mac cho t&i ban ndy van dang chim trong gid'c
ngu.”

“Con tao ngu say suwa, cha thdy gi cd.” Ranta thong béo.

“Sao ciu c6 the néi giong ty hao nhw vay nhi?” Merry 1én ti€ng voi vé
khong sao tin noi. “Vi dau 6c¢ cau cé van dé a? Hay do nhan cach thdi riva?
Tai sao? Cau néi di?”

“... Nayyyyy. Dao nay ba chdt chém t61 ho1 ghé dd'y! Nhe nhang hon
mot chiit thi sé€ bi trieng phat gi sao?”

“Ciung chwa bi€t dworc...” Kuzaku 1am bam.

“Nay, Kuzakky! Thing kho'n, may 12 tay sai cta tao kia ma...”

HOm nay ca bon dinh cing nhau di qua khu lang mac. Gid ma cé the d¢
mdi Ranta & lai, nhung dwong nhién 1a khong the' roi.

Haruhiro da cé nhirng chuan bi nha't dinh sau budi tham thinh mdt minh
hom qua, nhung dy tinh 12 vAn cOn nhiéu kho khin chong chat. Thyc (&,
chi ¢an sdu nguwdi bude di ndi dudi nhau da rat dé bi chi y roi. Nhirng chd
cau c6 th€ an ndp néu chi di mot minh s€ tré nén qua chat cho ca sau
ngwoi. V@ co ban, cu cd di theo con dwong da di hom tred'c nhwng ca bon
van suyt bj i orc ndng dan phat hién mit ma’y IAn. Chi tién 1én mot chut
cling ng6én ctia ho ra't nhiéu thoi gian va cong strc. Nhiéu ldc, Haruhiro con
dao dong va mudn quay ve.

Ngoai trir Ranta, moi ngwoi déu ra't hop tac, s€ khdng qua 1oi néu néi
ho lam theo chi thi ciia Haruhiro theo mot ki€u nhw th€ phuc ting. Néu
Haruhiro khong suy nghi, phdn dodn, bao lam thé€ nay, lam thé& kia thi s&
khong ai lam gi cd. Khong phai ho khong mudn, ma cé 1€ 1a khdng the.



Khong con cach nao khic. Du bi€t vay, nhwng ciu van thd’y kho chiju. Ciing
c6 ldc cau suyt thi noi cdu. Nhirng lic nhw vdy, Haruhiro phai hit mot hoi
that sdu. C4u khong th€ ngin ban thin c¢é cdm xiic nhw viy, nhung mién
khong d€ né chi phdi thi s€ on thdi. N&u dong mot ti lai bi cam xuc chi phdi
thi cu s& cyc ki mét mdi, c6 the’ din dén nhitng sai Tam.

Tuy chi 1a wdc tinh cda ca nhan Haruhiro nhung ho s€ phai mat bon
dén nam ti€ng mai t&i dwore Waluandin. Du ¢6 1ap di ldp lai viéc nay nhiéu
I4an, c6 1& bon cu ciing khong rit ngin tong thoi gian dwoc may. N&u chi
¢6 minh Haruhiro thi s€ mat khodng mét ti€ng rudi. Ttc la voi sdau nguoi
phai ma't gd’p ba T'dn s6” thoi gian d6. Ca di va vé, ho s€ ti€éu tdn hon mdt
phién ba thoi gian cda mot ngay.

Viéc an minh gan dong sdng dung nham phia tredc Waluandin cling 1a
mot viéc khoé khin khi ¢6 téi sau ngwoi. Haruhito 1a dao tdc nén du khong
c6 vt no che chén phia trede, ciu van c6 th€ ndim xudng hoidc cudn tron
co’ th€ roi st dung Stealth [An hinh]. Nhwng voi cac d6ng ddi cua ciu, d6
1a diéu khong the. N&u dung lai mot chd, ca bon s& bj phat hién ngay. Ho
phai di chuyén lién tuc.

Khu xwong rén & phia bén trai, sau dé6 la mé quang. Bon Haruhiro
hwong sang bén phai. Thinh thodng lai ¢6 nhirng dira tré orc ng'6i trén ctra
sO cda nhirng toa nha hai tang hinh chr nhat d6i dién dong dung nham.
Ching thwong xuyén quan sit khip xung quanh nén ho phai ra't can than.

“Céc ban orc trong that dang yéu khi con nhd,” Yume khé tham thi.

“... Chd nao co'?” Ranta nhw nhd ra ting chir. “Nhd ma co' the ching
con by con hon cd t6i vé&i ba day. Chéc thé’...”

“Kich thwde dau ¢ lién quan.”

“C6 ddy. Chi nhin thoéi da thdy vé mat ching ra't 1a hung ton roéi...”

“Trong chuing do dan vi budn chdn thi ¢6. Con Ranta nhé, chaamg qua
Ranta s¢’ hdi nén m¢i thd’y ching hung ton thdi ha?”

“Sor cdi gi ma sor. Thir dd'u xem, toi thira sitc thing. N&u ba nghi tdi
dang no1 doi, toi s€ 1lam cho xem. Tai vi t61 khong s¢o nha. That ddy, so cai
gi chi.”

Tai tén ng6c (rac redi) d6 ma Haruhiro toat m6 hoi lanh may Iéan vi lo
ca bon bi 1l orc tré con phat hi€n. That may la di€u d6 da khong xay ra. Tuy
nhién, bon cdu khong th€ di ti€p dworc.



Poan cudi day nha hai tang hinh chtr nhat 12 mot 167 mé, nhwng khong
phai 1a khu dat trdng. Rat nhi€u orc di qua di lai. Rat 0n ao. Ti€ng ndi
chuyén ctr nhw ti€ng cii nhau. Dwdi mdt dat cé ra't nhiéu ther dwoc bay
bién, phai ching la @6 d€ ban? Kia l1a nhitng ctra hang ngoai troii? C6 ca
nhirng ganh hang rong. C4u c6 th€ nhin thdy 1 orc vira dirng hodc ngoi
dwoi da't vira an udng. Noi nay c6 1€ 1a sy két hop gitra chg va khu gidi tri.
Xem ra ddy 12 mot khu vuc khé 16n xon. Ching hifu bat nhdy qua dong
dung nham c¢6 gi vui ma cé nhirng tén orc cwoi hd ho ra chiéu khoai chi.

Qua nguy hi€m né€u dén d6. Nhat dinh s€ bi phat hién. T6t hon 1a nén
di dwong vong d€ tranh chd nay, nhwng néu vay, ho sé phai di vao khu lang
mac.

Sau mot h'di can nhic, Haruhiro quyét dinh quay lai... Trudc mét, cd
bon s€ vé Herbesit.

Viéc diéu tra Waluandin can phai dwoee ti€n hanh mot cach can than. Co
1€ khong the€ hoan thanh trong ngay mdt ngay hai. Ho ¢an chuan bi that t6t.
b0 dn chealng han, khong th€ mua bén tai chd dwge. Vay 1a cudi cling, ho
budc phai quay ve€ thij tran.

Du chi 1a quay lai con dwong vira di, Haruhiro cdm nhan r6 sy tuyét
vong khi khong con chd Unjou & d6 chi dan ca bon. K€ ttr sau khoang thoii
gian nghi ngoi & sdng nwdc nong, cd bon khong the lor 1a. Mdi IAn cham
tran v&i 10 cd sdu ¢6 mao hay con dwoc goi l1a nivle & khu phé” tich Alluja,
tui Haruhiro lai cang thém mét moi, thAm chi con ¢6 nguwoi bi thwong. Sau
khi budc qua ciy cau bic ngang dong song Dendoro mau nau dd, tai Canh
dong Xwong Zetesidona, ho lién tuc bi tdn cong bdi 1ii chim an xac chét
skard.

Ngay khi nhin thdy dai néng treong & phia Tay Herbersit, sy cang
thang trong Haruhiro bat gidc diu di, khién cho nwdc mét bat dau tudn roi
trén khuon mat. Li€u ciu c6 con mudn quay lai Waluandin? C6 1€ 1a khong.
Cau ciling khong mudn quay lai Zetesidona hay Alluja Tan nao ntra. Li¢u
bay gio’ ho ¢6 the cr vdy ma sdng & Darunggar khong? Khong dwoc a...2

Du sao, Herbesit cling 12 mot thanh phd nguy hi€m, sau khi 187y lai tinh
than, ca bon bing cich nio d6 da xudng dwdi long da't nhung khong biét
phai 1am gi ti&p theo sau khi mua sim xong. Chd Unjou khong & ciing nén
cling that khong phai n€u ghé tham toa thap ctia cd Rubicia. Bon Haruhiro
cling khdng phai Zeran nén khong thé€ & lai dwdi long da't. Dan Herbesit &



phia trén mat da't thi 6n ao va dang s¢r. Nén lam sao day? Phai lam gi bay
gio?

“O trén mit dat cling s€ ¢6 nhirng nguoi t6t gidng vor chd Unjou thdi.”
Ranta qua quyét. “Kiéu nhu mot quan tro noi ching ta c6 thé trd tién d€ &
lai y? N&u thir tim chic s& thd’y né & dau dé... Chéc 1a c¢6 thoi. Kuzakky.
May di tim quanh xem sao. Bon tao sé€ doii dwdi nay. S€ dgii may d6! Nha?”

“Nghe ctr nhr ciu dang ban on cho t& vay. Ma sao lai 1a to?”

“Vi thir hang cia may thap nhit trong ca bon. May la ngwoi hiu cla
tao. Ma ngwoi hau thi phai lam theo 1o tao n6i.”

“Xin 18i nhung t& khdng hiéu ciu dang néi gi cho 14m.”

“0? May dang trong thoi ki chdng doi 2? Mudn gay s sao? Puoc thoi.
Tao cha’p hét. May mudn vay a?”

“...Pay la Tan dau tién t& mudn ddt chdy cdi dau xu cua ban Ranta.”

“Cai gi? May vwra bao ddu tao xu 4? Pung khong!? Dau xu!”

“N6 xu ma?” Merry lanh lung I€n ti€ng.

“Pau xu.” Shihoru néi theo.

“D6 dau xu.” Yume cling vay.

“... Cai, 1t, nayyyyyyyyyyyyyy...! Xu, xl1, xtt cdi con khi! Nhirng dira
bdo nguoi khac dau xtt méi chinh 1a 1t dau xu thye thu! Tui bay khong biét

“PAu xu chang ¢6 t6i tinh gi, nén may dimg ¢4 coi thudng né, dau xu
a...” Haruhiro vwa thd dai vwa nhin xung quanh. Th& gioi ngdm cida
Herbesit tredc ddy von 1a dwong dan nwde 1én xudng va khu nghia dja.
Bay gior, nwdc chi chdy & mot vai khu vyc, con phéan 1én la cac dwong
hAm. BAu khong khi am thdp nhrng c6 mot mui hwong khd dé chiu lan toa.
C6 18 nguoi dan & day tron dau bac ha vao trong nhién liéu dung d€ thip
sdng nhirng béng dén & chd nay chd kia. Hinh nhu cling mot phan nho' mui
hwong d6 ma khu cho noi khich t¢i mua hang tAp nip van git dugc vé
diém dam va yén binh. B&i vay, nhirng nguoi Zeran la chd cac cira hang &
hai bén dwong dang 16 16 vé khé chiu khi thdy nhém ciu lam 6n 1én nhw
vay. C6 1€ t6t hon hét 1a khi€n Ranta cam miéng mot 1at, hodc bit ciu ta
cAm miéng vinh vién, hoic 12 giai tan thoi.



Sau khi nghi di nghi lai, bon Haruhiro quyét dinh sé€ quay tré v€... Lang
Giéng.

Ho cling nghi t&i viéc dung Herbesit lam can ¢t d€ tim ki€m cac phién
da c6 th€ ban voi gid cao & phé tich Alluja. Du vay, sé 1a qua khé d€ c6 the
song duorce tai Herbesit.

Sau khi chuan bj chudng dudi thd di, ho veot rirng va t¢i dwoce chd
ngwoi dot than. Ngwoi dot than khong n'dng nhiét chao don bon Haruhiro
nhung ciing khong cd dudi ho di. Ca bon nghi mot d&€m tai mot gée cua khu
dot than. Khi tinh ddy, tinh co’ nhin thd'y ngwoi dot than dang chuan bj xe
ngwa, nhém Haruhiro t6 y mudn gidp, do ngwoi d6t than khong tir chd'i nén
ca bon phu 6ng ta cha't d6 1én xe. Ca bon di v€é Lang Gié€ng theo xe ngua
cta ngwoi dot than. Méc du khong ¢6 nha & day, nhwng cam gidc nhw dang
v€ nha lai trao dang trong long cd nhém. Cw dan & Lang Gi€ng khong
thwong to ra than thién, nhwng chi ¢ Chi tiém Cua By cida tiém thwe pham
la cat giong h'é hdi va vui mung khi gap lai bon Haruhiro. Tuy khé doédn
biet bi€u cdm cia Cha tiém Cua By nhung trong mét Haruhiro, nguoi dé
trong nhw dang cwoi va giong diéu cling vé cung vui vé. Cau cam giac
dworc diéu do.

Ho vira an u6ng & ctra hang thyc pham vira ban bac xem s€ lam gi tié€p
theo, nhung khong ai trong s& ho nhéc t&i cdi tén Waluandin. Vay thi chi it
Haruhiro cling nén d€ cap t&i né. Sau mo6t h'6i ban khoan dir doi, cdu chon
cach bd cudc.

Duc t6c bat dat. Pay Ia lic d€ rén luyén diing khi. T6t hon hét 1a doi
toi khi thoi co chin mu'di. Li do thi ¢6 nhiéu nhwng tom lai, Haruhiro cho
ring van nén doi mot ngay t6t hon d€ hanh dong.



17. Vuot qua ngay hom nay va ngay mai

6i [aWA4y nhwng chi sau khoang mwoi ngay ki€m chac & Thi tra'n thiy ma,
Haruhiro bat dau ty hoi liéu c6 6n khong néu cit ti€p tuc nhw thé nay.
Khong chi minh Haruhiro, ¢6 1& moi ngwoi déu ¢6 chung suy nghi. Mac du
dang tim ki€m con m6i tai Thj trdn thdy ma nhung ciling cé nhirng ldc cd
doi déu khong that sy tap trung. Qua that, mdi khi d&i dau v&i cdc thiy ma,
cé bon cling rdng x&¢ lai tinh thAn nhwng ro rang 1a van con 1an cdn. Ban
than Haruhiro cdm thay nhw vdy nén cau hi€u ra't rd chuyén nay.

Can kha kha diing khi d€ néi ra, nhwng v&i twe cach la tha linh, Haruhiro
dé xua't c6 1€ da dén lic ca bon nén quay vé. Khong ai phan doi.

L’4n nay, cd nhém 1én sdn k& hoach kéo dai muwoi 1dm ngay. C6 the dai
hon hoac ngén hon tuy tinh hinh thyc t€ s€ c6 sy linh hoat trong k& hoach.
Ngay sau khi quyét dinh s€ khong & lai d6 lau, ai ndy déu ty nhién cam
tha'y c6 dong lwc hon hin. Diing vdy. Cw kéo dai ciing khong dé’ lam gi.
Tép trung trong mdt thoi gian ngdn 1 tot nhat.

Chuyé&n di thir hai cta cd bon t&i Waluandin dién ra kha sudn s¢ du
khong c¢6 sy hwdng din ctia chi Unjou. Haruhiro khong cho phép ban thin
nghi ring ho d quen v&i Darunggar. Tré nén quen thudc 12 mot diéu dang
s¢. C6 1€, to't hon h&t van nén cam thd’y lo ngai tredrc nhirng diéu nhd nhat
va ludn nang cao tinh than canh giac.

Haruhiro ty minh di thdm thinh Waluandin. Lam vay s€ hi€u qua hon va
cling do nguy hi€ém hon nhiéu.

Phia bén kia cta khu giai tri day ddc nhirng ng6i nha dwoc xay theo
hinh dang T€u tuyét kamakura giong & khu lang mac. Pay c6 1€ la noi sinh
sdng cha tang 1op ha lwu, néi cach khac 1a 1d orc ¢6 dia vi thdp trong xa
héi. Ciing ¢6 the goi day la khu & chudt. Nhirng can kamakura dwgce xay
nhw dinh chit trén nhtng mat nghiéng cé do doc cao, trong cling kha an
teong.



Nii Rong Lira nim phia bén kia Waluandin. Xem chirng & d6 c¢6 mot
167 di dan t¢i Grimgar.

Trudc mat, c6 hai ciach d€ t&i dwoe nidi Rong Lira. Mot 1a di qua
Waluandin. Hai la tranh Waluandin va vueot nui.

Né&u vwot nii, ca bon s€ phai di vong qua phia bén ngoai khu mé hodc
khu 6 chudt. Ca hai khu vec nay déu nguy hi€m nén it nha't ho cling cén t&i
nhirng trang bi chuyén dung. Du vay, Haruhiro ciing khong biét trd 101 th&’
nao n€u bi hdi nhirng trang bi chuyén dung & day la gi. Ciu dau phai
chuyén gia. Ngay ca thg san Yume, mot chuyén gia trong linh vgc s6ng &
nhtrng noi hoang da ciing ¢é rat it kinh nghi€m leo nti. Né&u quyét dinh
vurot nii, sé ¢an phai chudh bj ki lwong. Viée nay d€ sau tinh, tredc mét
con chuyén can lam hon.

Né&u di qua Waluandin, phai nhdm vio khoang thi gian 1ii orc it hoat
dong va lya chon nhitng dia di€ém khong dé bj 1ii orc phdt hién. Bon
Haruhiro da bi€t dwgec 10 orc & lang ngi vao ban dém, cé 1€ 1 orc &
Waluandin cling vay.

Theo k&t qua ctia chuyén tham thinh mdt minh bﬁng Stealth [ﬁn hinh],
Haruhiro bi€t dwgc sinh hoat cua 1 orc & Waluandin, goi tdt 12 Waluo, cé
st khéc bi€t ro rang gitra ban ngay va ban dém.

Khu gidi tri Iic nao cling huyén ndo v&i ddy nhéc Waluo. Tuy nhién,
fam tor chiéu dén dém c6 vé nhiéu Waluo hon la t sang t&i trira. Khu
xwdng va khu md déu khong cé ai lam viéc vao budi t6i. Con khu & chudt
thi gan nhw lic nao cling 'on ao.

Tuy nhién, ti thi€u 13 & thoi di€m hién tai, Haruhiro chi nim dwoc tinh
hinh trong pham vi ciu c6 thé€ quan sat tor bén nay dong dung nham von
dwoc xem nhw 1a ranh gigi. Du ¢6 bang qua dwore khu xwdng va md quing
vao buoi tdi di chang nira, phia tredc nhiéu kha nang s€ cé chwong ngai
khié&n ca bon khong thé tié€n 1én.

Haruhiro muén xam nhdp vao bén trong Waluandin d€ mé rong pham
vi tim hi€u bang c4ch nay hay cdch khac, nhuwng cdu khong the din d'ong
doi theo cung. Néu ma néi thealng, a thi, dwong nhién la clu sé khong noéi ra
r'oi, nhwng du 1a ai thi cling viedng chan viedng tay ca. Haruhiro s€ phai lam
nhtrng viéc nay mot minh.



b6 1a van d€ cua Ian ti€p theo. Lan nay, ho quyét dinh s¢ khong tham
lam. Sau khi hét mwoi 1dm ngay da dinh, ca bon tré vé Lang Giéng. Ngay
ti€p theo, ho quay lai Thi tran thady ma d€ ki€m tién.

Trong ngay sau do, ngay sau sau do, ngay sau sau sau do, ngay sau sau
sau sau do, ngay sau sau sau sau sau do, ngay sau sau sau sau sau sau do,
ngay sau sau sau sau sau sau sau d0, ngay sau sau sau sau sau sau sau sau
do, ngay sau sau sau sau sau sau sau sau sau do, va ngay sau sau sau sau sau
sau sau sau sau sau d6, ca bon dd'c hét sirc Iyc & Thj tra'n thay ma.

D&1 vai linh tinh nguyén, di sdn 1a cong viéc nhwng khdng theé d€ né tré
thanh thao tic don thuan. Nhém cta Haruhiro mang biét hiéu Goblin
Slayers 1a nhirng ké da qua quen v&i viéc san di san lai & cing mot noi nhw
bon ngdc, tham chi con khé gidi chuyén nay, nhung ho ciing bi€t dwoc sy
dang so’ cia cam gidc quen thudc.

“Urgh...!” Kuzaku dang c& ging ngin chin don tdn cdng tir phia thay
ma sw ti. Khong chi khién. C4u ding ca thanh treong ki€m d€ phong vé.
Cau chd y khong d€ hong qua cao, ha thap trong tdm r'oi deo bam sit sao.
Peo bam sit sao. C4u duy tri khodng cich c& dinh v&i thdy ma sw ti.
Kuzaku khéo 1éo diéu chinh vi tri clia minh theo tirng ¢t ddong ctia thady ma
su tir. Cach duy tri khodng cich dé that xuat sic, va thdy ma sw tir c6 vé
cling gap nhiéu khé khan. N&u la mot dau mot, Kuzaku hoan toan c6 the
Keep [Cam chan] dwoe thdy ma sw tir. Cau &y da bi€n viéc khong the thanh
cé th€. Moi ngwoi déu nhin thdy sy tién bd & Kuzaku voi vai tro Tank
[Chiu don] va dat long tin & cu.

“...Hu...!” D6 1a Ii do tai sao Merry xud't hién tai thoi di€m nay, dung
cay head staff ngang chan thay ma sw tir. Kuzaku nhat dinh sé khong de
thay ma su t& thodt. N&u khong nghi vy, chic chin Merry khong thé rov
khoi vi tri canh Shihoru. Merry khong s& hiru sirc manh phi thwong nao,
nhuwng cac thuat hd than cua tu s von dwoc tao nén d€ lam ki thuit ty bao
vé cho ké yé€u va phat trién tr d6. Mwon lwc li tAm hay gi d6 twong tw d€
bi€n lwc nhd thanh lyc 1on r'6i gidng mot don day uy lwc 1én ké c6 y @0 gay
hai. N&u ra don chuan xdc va gon ghé, strc ning tx mot cd danh do Merry
gay ra thAm chi con hon ca Ranta.

Thay ma sw tr nga xuéng. Ngay sau d6, Kuzaku... khong lao toi.

“Gé ha ha ha...!” La Ranta. K& dang ding sdn cho thoi Ranta dung
Leap Out [Phong ra] d€ xong vao tdn cong thay ma sw t. Tinh than quyét



tdm cda cau ta vao nhtrng ldc thé nay that sy dang khen ngoi. Cau ta dam
thanh ki€m lwei den vao nhan cau bén phai cua thiay ma sw ti. “Po 18y...!”

“Lui ra mau...!” Ranta da nhanh chéng Iui xa khdi thdy ma sw t& triede
khi Haruhiro chi thi. Thanh ki€m lu@i den van cim & nhin ciu ké dich. Du
dang rat dau dém, hin van dinh ting Ranta mot cdi dm day yéu thwong. N6i
cach khac, Ranta da chay thoat tredc khi bi 6m chdm 18’y r'6i chiu canh gay
song lung.

(... T hi... Loi nguyén...) Zodiakun lo’ I'ng gén d6 néi mét cau khdng rod
la diém lanh hay diém go'.

Thay ma su t& dirng ddy. Yume ban mdt mili tén nhung hin da kip vin
minh tranh dwoc. Ngay sau do, Shihoru hét 1€n, “Dark...!” roi phong
nguyen t6" bay ra. Nguyén t&" Dark hinh ngwoi hay ¢ thé néi la hinh ng01
sa0 cam thang vao nguc thdy ma su tir. Ngay 14p tirc, hin giat thét ngudi
roi khuyu g6 xuong da't.

“Ha a...!” Kuzaku vung thanh trerong ki€m thanh mo6t vong rdng, dap
vao bén dau thdy ma sw tit, sau do, cau thic khién vao ham ké dich.

“Pay...I” Merry gidng cy trirong vao ¢ han.

“P& 18y!” Ranta ch'om t¢i chd thdy ma sw ti, rit thanh ki€m lwdi den
ra va chém. Chém. C4u ta chém lién tuc, dit khong th€ chém dirt ké thu. Khi
Ranta dirng lai nghi, Kuzaku va Merry mdi ngudi cho hén dn mdt, hai don,
roi Ranta lai b6i thém nhtrng pha tdn cong lién ti€p.

Haruhiro vira quan sdt trin chién clia dong ddi, vira dwa mét ra soat
xung quanh. Yume & canh Shihoru ciing giwvong cung va canh giac.

Nhom Haruhiro muén chuyén bai san chinh tw khu phé tich chgy va
Quan Kho & phia TAy Bic cta Thj trin thdy ma sang ria phia TAy Nam.
Theo trinh tw, chuyén tr Tay Bic sang Pong Nam s& hop 1i hon, nhung
phia Bong thi trdn luén c¢6 swong mu bao phii. Nhém Haruhiro bi€t dwoc
ring dui thdy ma manh & phia TAy Nam xdo trd va hung bao, nhung nhirng
thdy ma dé d6i ph6 hon hin thwong hay xud't hién & mot khu vee gan phia
Tay Bic. Thay ma & diy clng loai v&i thdy ma sw ti ban ndy. Ching hién
nhién la d&i thd manh. Tuy vy, n€u td't cd moi ngwoi déu nghiém tdc tap
trung chién dau thi hau nhw c6 th€ ndm chic phian thing.

Nhirng d6i thu fam dé 1a Ii twdng, vi c6 muén budng 16ng canh giac
ciing khong th€ dwoc. Gan nhw khong the danh thing chiing n&u chi chién



da’u theo thoéi quen.

Khong chi vira da, ma phai 1a cam gidc cing th:flng hon th€". Néu khong
rén gitia mdi ngdy va 1am cho ban thin tié€n bd hon thi ca bon kho long
song sét. Thé nhung, chi cAn nghiém chinh c6” ging, chuyén dau s& vao d6
thoi.

“Haru né.” Yume ha't cdim vé mot toa nha & phia Nam.

“Hém?” Haruhiro ciing mat nhin toa kién tric. Mot thir gi d6 dang tho
mit ra tir tAng hai d& ndt. Chi 1a trong c6 vé gidng vay thdi. Haruhiro 14c
dau. “Khong phai dau. Khong sao cd.”

“Yume nhAm r'6i nhi. Xin 15i nhé.”

“Khong sao ma.”

“Kia! Cho Skullhell 6m may lu6én!” Ranta ra don quyét dinh v&i thay
ma su ti. “Ha ha ha ha ha...! T61 nay lai dwoc u6ng regru ngon roi day...!”

“C4u ta 12 son tic chdc?” Haruhiro 14m bam r'éi thé dai. Haruhiro ciing
la trom nhwng cdu khéng mudn nghi minh ciing mot giuéc v&i Ranta. Minh
va hdn hoan toan khong giong nhau.

Sau mwoi ngay di sdn & Thi tran thdy ma, nhém Haruhiro lai 1€n dwong
cho chuy&n vién chinh khodng muwoi 1dm ngay. Lam vay 1a d€ ca bon trai
qua teng ngay ma khong bao gio quén vE lan ké'tiép.

Suy nghi qud xa cting khong t6t lanh gi, nhwng néu chi nhin vao nhirng
thit ngay trirdc mét, Haruhiro s& cdm thd’y ngot ngat. Quan trong 13 duy tri
dwoc sy cAn bang. N&u ctr dién cudng ddm dau theo dudi hi vong twoi
sang, budc chan cla ca bon sé tré nén lor 1a va diéu d6 cyc ki nguy hiém.
Néu chi nhin xudng b&i strc nidng ciia ndi tha't vong, bon ciu s& mét moi
dén nodi cheamg the budc di. N&u chi toan khoé khan thi khong the nao sdng
noi. Do nay khong tOn tai viéc mdi ngay déu chi ¢6 niém vui. Mudn khéc
thi cr khoc, du khdng mudn cwori thi thinh thoang cling nén cwori.

Trong chuyén vién chinh thtr ba, vi Haruhiro di thdm thinh mot minh,
nén sau khi quay lai, cAu m&i bi€t nam ngwoi bon Ranta da bi lii orc tdn
cong. L orc ¢6 hai tén, mac du doi ciu giét dwgc ching nhung Kuzaku voi
Yume da bj thwong va tinh hinh ¢6 lic ciing kha dang ngai. Ca hai ga orc
déu gay va tré. Ching khong mac 4o gidp nhung cé mang theo cung tén,
ki€m va dao. P€u la nhirng trang bi cta thg san. C6 the ching chi dang di
san va gap bon Ranta mot cach tinh co.



Nhan sy kién ndy, ttr chuyé&n vién chinh thit tw, cd bon chuyén dia di€m
cho sang gan s6ng nwdc néng. Haruhiro d€ bon Ranta di san 1o guvuji
trong nhw loai Ittng con minh ti€p tuc trinh sat Waluandin. Vao budi td1i,
n&u di mot minh, cdu da c6 th€ 1én vao trong thanh phd'.

Trong chuyé&n vién chinh thit nim, cd nhém tim dwoc mdt phién d4 nhd
& khu phé” tich Alluja. Khi tré lai Lang Gi€ng, bon cdu mang cho Hién
nhian Oubu xem va thir d6 dworc mua lai voi gia mdt dong xu 1on, tic 1a
mot rou. Sau d6, trong lic dot Itra trai & ngoai lang, Ranta bat dau néi
chuyén v&i vé sau sic khong gidng ngay thwdng. “Nhung ma nhé... tdi dai
loai da hi€u dwoc cdm gidgc mudn dwa dAm vao Skullhell ctia ddm cw dan &
day roi. Khi t6i tam dén thé nay thi s€ mudn dwoe Skullhell 6m thoi.”

“Cam xtc mudn dya dAm vao Lumiaris m&i dé hi€u hon chiz.” Merry
phan d6i. “Khi tdi tam nhw thé nay, ngwoi ta binh thweong s€ mwu cau anh
séng ma.”

“P6 la dinh nghia binh thwong cia nha nguoi thdi. Céi thir goi 1a binh
thuong ching ai gidng ai ca.”

“Nha ngwo1?”

“... Em that long xin 161, thwa chi Merry. Em 16 miéng.”

“Chfmg chan thanh gi cd...” Nghe Shihoru nhan xét, Ranta 1ap tic quy
mop xudng.

“Toi xin 161! Toi sai roi! Hay tha thir cho t6i!”

“Khong c6 thi gi vd gia trj hon man quy lay xin 16i clia may...”
Haruhiro vira ding que clii coi Itra viva mim cuwdi cay déng. “... Than linh
ha? Té thay khong thyc 1dm. Ma than linh c¢6 that nhi. Ton tai thuc sw
ludn. Trede t& van nghi d6 1a mot sy £0n tai don thuan 13 hw ciu...?”

“Né&u ho khong c6 that, t& s€ khdng the’ duing ma phép anh sang.” Merry
nhin xudng long ban tay. “Nhwng chinh t& cling khong that sy tin cho t&i
khi dén day.”

“U...” Kuzaku gat dau. “T¢ ciing thay vay. Thén linh chinh la dao dirc,
hay néi ding hon 1a ngudn gdc cia dao diec? La Ii do? Nén tang cta dao
diec? Ki€u nhw vay. Giong nhr N than dnh sang Lumiaris, néu chiing ta
cho rang ni than luén déi theo chiing ta, chiing ta s& c& géng cw X sao cho
ding din hon.”



“Bach Than Elrihi 1a c6 that nay.” Yume g&1 dau 1én chan Shihoru con
Merry g&i dau 1én chan c6. “Ngai xul't hién trong gid’c mo’ clia Yume ntra
dd’y. Mudn gdp quéa di...”

“Pang noéi chuyén nghiém tic dd’y.” Ranta thdi khong quy ntra, ng6i
x&p bing va khoanh tay lai ddy vé kiéu cing. “Ai trén d&i ndy cling s’ chét
phéi khong? Ching ta dang s6ng nén khong ai mudn chét ca. Nhung roi
mdt lic nao do, ai cling phai ché€t. Khong cach nao tranh dwoc. D6 1a két
cuc clia chiing ta. Nhwng mdi khi nghi nhw vay, nguwoi ta lai, néi sao nhi...
mang tam trang khong the nao chiu dyng dwgrc. Kiéu nhw bat lyc, chfmg heé
thay chut anh sang nao.”

“... D& may ciing thé" sao?” Khi Haruhiro héi lai vi bi ba't ngo’, Ranta
beén cwoi khinh khinh. M6t diéu cwoi ¢6 gi d6 nhw the cau ta dang ép budc
ban than minh.

“PaYy la tao néi chung chung. N6i chung cho moi ngwoi théi. Con tao
da vwot ra khdi vin dé nay tw lau roi. Viéc tao chét di 1a mot phén cha
cudc doi tao. Nguwoi khac chét di thi... hiem, may bi€t ma. Néu khong chap
nhan dwoc ring minh s& chét, may sé cheamg th€ nao s6ng noi. Nguoi ta
dwore sinh ra roi chét di, d6 la cudc song. Noi cich khac, n6 1a vong tuan
hoan, 12 mot vong tuAn hoan!” Ranta xoay ngén trd. “Chac bon may khong
bi€t, nhwng trong gido 1i cia Skullhell cé cd quan ni€ém vé sy sdng va céi
chét nhw vy do.”

“Trong gido 1i cua Lumiaris dwong nhién ciling ¢6 diéu d6.” Merry vira
xoa dui Yume vira néi khé. “... Ban dau chi ¢6 dnh sang. Van vit sau d6
dwore sinh ra ti anh sang, chét di r'oi quay trd lai véi anh sang. D6 1a 1i do
vi sao nguwoi ta nhin thd’y dnh sang khi chét.”

“Chét r'éi thi phai roi vao trong bong toi chir.”

“Lam gi ¢é chuyén d6. Bong t6i chi 1a mdt hién twong phu thudc vao
anh sang, do 4nh sang khong chi€u t&i mot noi nao do6 thoi. N&u ciu khdng
nhin anh sang thi cu sé bi bao phi b&i bong tdi. The thoi.”

“Sai r'6i. Béng t6i m&i chinh 1a thit ¢6 dau tién. Anh sdng dwoce sinh ra
tr d6. Moi thir déu bét ngudn tir béng t&i.”

“Béi vay t& m&i khong the néi chuyén dwoc v&i 1ii hic 4m ki si tin
tedng mu quang vao Skullhell.”



“Ai can lam ban v&i ba! Toi cling khong mudn dinh dang gi t&i hoi
nhat gan tin vao Lumiaris.”

“... bung cai nhau vi may chuyén nhw vdy chr.” Haruhiro v&i tw cach
14 thi linh dirng ra gidng hoa nhung bi ca Merry 1an Ranta lwd'm chdy miit.

“Chuyén nhu vay!?” “Chuyén nhw vay thi sao!?”

“Xin... Xin 16i nhé.”

“Ca hai... “ Shihoru quzamg cho Haruhiro mét chié€c phao ctru sinh. “...
Co6 1€ 1a ca hai. Tw ban dau da c6 anh sang va bong tdi. Nhw ki€u hai yéu t6
ddi nghich nhwng bo trgr cho nhau...”

“Gidng nhw tui Yume vay!” Yume vira dui ma vao dau g6i Shihoru vira
néi v&i giong nling nju. “Nho ¢6 moi ngwoi & bén ma Yume m&i c6 th€
song sot.”

Hai phe déu duorc xoa diu.

Vi ho & cung nhau sudt nén nhitng chuyén nhw thé nay thinh thoang
cling xdy ra. Hoi con trai thwong néi nhirng chuyén tao lao, con chealng biet
hdi con gai thi nhw th& nao. Chic l1a v& may chuyén tinh yéu tinh bdo? C6
n6i khong nhi? Haruhiro mudn bi€t nhwng khong ddm hdi, vi vdy, bi an van
mai l1a bi an ma thoi.

Ranta ding mwoi rou xu den ma ciu ta ti€t kiém tw 1du d€ mua mot
thanh ki€m song thu st dung hai tay tw 10 rén & Lang Gi€ng. Vi la ki€m
song thu nén phan chubi ciia né khé dai, nhwng than ki€m khdéng to nén nhe
ngoai dy dodn. Thong thwong, trén thanh ki€m cé mét phan khong dwoce
mai sic & gan gdc than ki€m, goi 12 ricassol’!. Phan ricasso cia thanh kiém
ma Ranta mua dwoc kha dai va ¢ chd nhd 1én. Gia du khi muén dam cua
két thiic, néu mot tay ¢Am chudi, mot tay cAm vao ricasso thi s& dé d'on luc
hon va xem ra, né con c6é nhitng cdng dung khdc nira. Ranta chic s& bién
tdu da thir sau khi dung né. Ciu ta dat tén né l1a RIPer [Thanh ki€m Yén
Nghi]. P& ¢6 th€ nim chit phan ricasso, Ranta mua thém bo gidp cd tay ¢
dang gang tay. Tién mua gidp c0 tay la tién di mwon nhirng ngwoi con lai.

Thanh ki€m lwdi den clia ciu ta kha bén nén van dung dwoc tot. Vi vay,
Kuzaku nhin né réi thic hién nghi thirc cia thanh ki si, khéc hinh sao sdu
cdnh 1én than ki¢m va ding mdu d& 1am chitng. Nho vy, bang ma phép dnh
sang Saber [Thanh dao anh sang], cdu c6 th€ mang sy chic phic cua
Lumiaris t&i thanh dao. O Thi trdn thay ma, ho ki€m dwgc mdt cai mi st



¢6 hinh dau diéu hau, ding lic mii sit ctia Kuzaku ciing bj hr hdng ning
nén cau thay luén bang né. Kuzaku cé vé khong thich 1§m khi Ranta goi né
la mt di€u hau.

Yume rét thich con dao cong c6 hinh ddng gan giéng v&i dao san thu
dwoc & Thi tran thdy ma. Do Haruhiro ¢ goi né 1a wantou, nghia la con
dao cong, nén sau d6, Yume quyét dinh dit tén cho né 13 Wanchan!*l.
Haruhiro cdm tha’y cdch goi nay c6 gi d6 khong on 14m.

Cay treong cia Merry bi hong nén ¢6 da mua mdt cdy treong moi ¢
gin bia & 10 rén. Gan day co c6 thém nhiéu co hodi tham gia tAn cong, c6 18
vi vay ma c6 chon lya vii khi dya trén kha nang pha huy.

Maic du Shihoru khong cé thay doi gi vé trang bi nhwng nguyén t& Dark
clia ¢6 da trd nén manh hon. C6 vé nhr cang gin bé v&i Shihoru, Dark
cang 1om 1én va hinh ding cang tré nén... ddang yéu. Hon ntra, by gio’, né
con c6 the phét huy céc nang lyc nhw Sleepy Shadow [Béng ma ngéi ngu],
Shadow Complex [Ao anh mé loan] va Shadow Bond [Xiéng xich bong
dém]. Tuy nhién, n6 khdng phai van nang nén Shihoru budc phdi lya chon
st dung mot trong s& cdc chirc nang da thwong, 1am phén tan, gdy budn
ngl hodc tréi chin ké dich. DU vay thi van ra't tuyét roi. Theo 1o Shihoru,
cd &y mudn két hop cac tinh nang lai v&i nhau. N&u lam dwgrc nhw vay, ¢6
Ay s€ vua c6 th€ tréi chin vua cé th€ da thwong ddi tha, hodc vwra da
thwong doi tha vira 1am né yéu di. Thé thi con tuyét hon nira.

Haruhiro gio' ¢cAm mdt thanh stiletto®! chuyén d&€ ddm xuyén & tay phai
va mot con dao cé can bao hd dung d€ gat, chém va dam & tay trai. Thanh
stiletto ciu ki€m dwoc tai khu cho dwdi long da't & Herbesit. Con dao la
chién lgi pham tir thay ma.

Ho van chua gip duoc chd Unjou. Chic chin 1a thinh thodng chd van
ghé qua Lang Gié€ng nhwng bon Haruhiro thwong danh rd't nhi€u thoi gian
cho nhitng chuy&n vién chinh nén c6 1& da bd 16 nhau. Mdi Tan ghé
Herbesit, Haruhiro déu nho t&i toa thdp cia c6 Rubicia. Cau cling tirng
dinh di d&n d6 nhuwng chwa mét Tan ca't budre.

Mot ngay no, nghe Ranta xdi giuc, cd bon di t&i ctra hang thyc pham
udng cho bang thich t&i lic say mém. Khong chi minh Haruhiro. Ca bon
hém d6 udng hét minh, ciing nguwdi the rén, Ong chi Tritng gidp cia cira
hang bdn quan 4o va tdi xach, nhirng linh canh khong trong ca lam viéc,



thdm chi 1a ca Cha tiém Cua By. Ranta, Haruhiro va Kuzaku vt tay voi
ngwoi tho rén nhung déu that bai, thAm chi hai hay ba nguoi cung dau
ciing khong thé gianh chién thing. C4u chi con nhé ldang mang chuyén hom
d6. Khi cd bon da say mém, cdu ng6i canh Merry, ca hai cung ndéi chuyén.
Hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi nhi? Khong khi hinh nhw rd't vui vé nhwng ciu
khong th€ nhé ndi ndi dung. Mién 1a khong néi gi ki cuc 1a dwoc. Théi do
ctia Merry ngay hom sau van nhwr moi khi, xem ching khong c¢6 van dé
gi... Chdc khong sao nhi?

Receiver [P4 nhan tin] k€t ngay d6 chwa rung 1én Tan nao ntra.

Moi ngudi khong ai binh luin gi, nhwng chic 12 vi khong diing thoi
dieém. Li do c6 1€ chi vay thoi.

Haruhiro quy€t dinh s€ nghi nhw vay.



18. Truwdc them lé hoi

da ha 1,01 sao!”

Haruhiro nhan ra di€u nay khi dang xam nhip vao Waluandin. Day da
la dém thir hai tram cfia ho t khi t&i Darunggar. Ciing khong phai van dé
gi nghiém trong. Pwong nhién. Du la dém thir hai tram hay ba tram hay
tham chi sdu tram sdu mwot sdu cling chaamg la gi v&i nhitng sinh vat sdng
tai thé” gidi nay.

Du viy, Waluandin dém nay van c6 gi do ra't la. Ngay cd nhitng ngdi
lang & ving ven cling ba't thwong. Orc & lang ludon ngd sodm day som hon
orc & Waluandin, goi tit 12 Waluo. Haruhiro thuwong di qua lang khi chiing
da ngl, roi vao Waluandin t khu xwdng sau thoi di€m cac orc the ren da
ra vé. Nhitng khu xwdng nay ¢ nhiéu chd trdn, cho nén, néu chfmg may lu
orc xua't hién, Haruhiro van cé thé tho4t than.

Tuy nhién, dém nay 1 orc & lang thirc khuya hon binh thwdng. Anh
sang lot ra tor nhirng ngdi nha hinh ciu ki€u Téu tuy&t kamakura cua ching.
Haruhiro lai gan va nghe dwoc ti€ng chung néi chuyén, thdm chi con thay
mot vai orc & bén ngoai dang lam viéc gi d6. Tuy khong bi uy hi€p dén ndi
phai ding Stealth [An hinh] d€ thodt than nhung ciu vin d€ tdm. Khu
xwong cia Waluandin da hét gio lam viéc nhw thwong 1€ va tré nén yén
tinh. Nhung ngay ding tredc, moi thir hoan toan khic véi ngdy thuong.

Phia bén kia khu xwdng 1a mot khu nha dan hdn tap. Moi ngay, chi ¢6 it
nguwoi, a khong, it Waluo di lai vao budi t6i. Tuy nhién, hdm nay Waluo &
khip moi noi, ngdi nha nao ciing sang den. Li Waluo trong nha ban ron di
chuyén nhw nhirng con thoi. Lii Waluo bén ngoai thi budén chuyén. C6 vé
khong chi khu dan cw. Waluandin d€m nay ra't nhon nhip. Cadm gidc khong
"On a0 t¢i mirc nhe mdt ngay hodi nhwng dwong nhw ching dang chuan bj to
chitc 1 hoi hay gi d6 twong tu thé'.

Viéc ¢6 nhiéu Waluo xung quanh van nguy hi€m. D vdy, theo kinh
nghiém tw tredc d€n gior, ching ¢6 vé khdng qua canh gidc v&éi nguoi



ngoai. C6 mdt novi trong nhw da'u treong & khu gidi tri, 1a dia di€m cho cac
trdn da'u cd cwoc dién ra. Haruhiro da ting dwoc xem vai tran da'u kh4 1a
hoanh trang. Waluo thich th€ hién kha nang vo thuat, du vay, thanh pho nay
khong th€ coi 14 c6 1&p phong vé kién cd’. Chic hin chiing chwa bao gio
nghi t&i viée sé bi tAn cong tir bén ngoai. Co 1€ ching ciing khong thé’ nghi
ring s& c6 con ngwdi trong thanh phd. Chi ¢an Haruhiro can than, khong
gy chd y thi cu ra't kho bi phét hién.

La dira nhat gan, Haruhiro cdm thiy hoti lo s¢r, nhung c4u van tradn tinh
lai va quan st xung quanh khu dén cw. Vao dém thi¢ hai traim ¢ Darunggar,
Waluadin hoan toan khic. Bang c¢6 chuyén gi xdy ra? Haruhiro mu6n biét
rd hon. Ching dang chuah bj cho 1€ h6i? Vi sao Haruhiro lai nghi vay? Cau
di tr hém nay qua hém khac, c6 khi con nhday qua cac mdi nha, dong thoi
quan sat ki lwong va cau dan dan hi€u ra.

Do 4nh sang doé ryc phat ra tir dong dung nham gan dé, bong t&i khong
bao gior t&i dwgrc Waluandin. Du vay, trén dwong phd sang hon so v&i moi
h6ém, 1t Waluo c6 vé dang tao nén mdt thir gi d6. Khong phai, 1a nhiéu thir.

Chging han nhw ctra s6 cac ngdi nha, thdong thwong ching khdng ¢6 canh
nén khi dén sang, c6 thé nhin thdy khung canh trong nha. Haruhiro thay
nhiéu Waluo nir dang ng'6i tredc may dét. Tai sao phai dét mudn nhw vay?
C6 th& 1am viéc vao ban ngay ma. It nha't thi trude day, Haruhiro cling chwa
trng nhin thdy cac Waluo nir dét vai mudn nhw thé’.

Ngoai ra, cling c6 nhi€éu Waluo nam dang treo gdy d€ trang tri mat tién
cac ngdi nha. Bon ho vira néi cwei voi nhirng ngwoi hang xém, vira an vit,
nhwng c6 vé khong phai lam cho vui. Tredc day, Haruhiro chwa tieng thay
dam d6 lam nhirng viéc nay. Cau khong rd nhirng chiéc gay dwgc dung d€
lam gi nhung chic phai c6 1i do gi d6. Bay gidr, bon ho dang 1am vi day 1a
nhi€ém vu.

L3 Waluo tré con dang vdy xung quanh th& trong nhw mot cdi 1'6ng.
Nhitng Waluo 1&n tudi chi dao va nhieng Waluo tré tudi thyc hién theo.

Pay 1a khung canh chuan bi. R6 rang la ddm Waluo dang chuan bj cho
th gi d6. Bon ho ciing nhau lam ra quan 4o va d'o trang tri. Bon ho sé mac
va st dung nhitng thit d6 d& 1am gi? Day hin phai 12 sw kién toan thanh
phd. La nghi 18?7 L& hoi? Sw kién dic biét? Du 1a gi di nira, bao trum 1én
Waluandin 1a cd mot bau khong khi khac thwong.



O trung tim Waluandin c6 mot toa nha kha 1én véi bé ngoai goi ngudi
ta lién twdng dé€n hinh dang mot con rong dang thu minh. Khong 1o
Waluandin ¢6 vua khong nhwng Haruhiro thwong quen goi noi diy la
Vwong cung.

Vuwong cung dwoe bao quanh b&i nhirng con dwong rong 1om véi vo s&
dong dung nham nho va ¢6 mot dai 10 n6i dai din t¢i ndi Rong Liva. Ngoai
ra, xung quanh cung dién c6 rd't nhiu toa nha trang 1€, cic Waluo thwong
xuyén ra vao ca ngay lan dém. Cdc Waluo co6 trang bi vii khi cling di tuin
tra khu viyc nay ngay ca lic dém mudn. B&i vay, day 1a noi ra't kho ti€p
can. Tuy vay, hdm nay Haruhiro quyét dinh 18y hé€t diing khi d€ dot nhap
vao bén trong. Pwong nhién, ciu da c6 nhwng tinh todn riéng. Hoa vao
khong khi chung dém nay, Waluo trong khu viec Vwong cung cing dang
chuan bi gi d6. Lii Waluo & ddy thwong khodi tdan bo nhan nha vao ban dém
nhung hom nay thi hoan toan khac. Hau hét ching déu cham chua lam viéc
nén Haruhiro s€ khé bi phat hi€n n€u thuyc hién Stealth [Kn hinh] that ngon
lanh.

“Nhwng...” Haruhiro nghi ngoi.

Cudc song & Waluandin thyc sy ¢ mau sic vin hod. N&u so sanh vé&i
noi day, Lang Giéng chi 1a mot vung qué héo lanh va Herbesit 1a mdt chon
hoang da khong ludt 1&. O déy, luat 18 t6n tai. Waluo phan 1én khong cudp
giat cua nhau. Chung lam viéc, trong cay d€ sinh s6ng. Chiing khong chi
an, lam roi ngd. Ching con gidi tri. Dwong nhw ¢6 sy phan cap trong xa
h6i nhung khodng hon ntra, khong, phan 1oén cac Waluo s6ng mot cude
sOng an toan va co I€ la sung tic hon bon Haruhiro.

“Pan t€ v...7”

Tw trén mai mdt toa nha ddi dién quang treong phia tredc Veeong cung,
Haruhiro c¢& ging loai bd nhitng lyc khdng c¢én thiét khdi co the. Pay 1a I4n
dau tién Haruhiro t&i ddy du tredre d6 cling ¢6 Tan cdu nhin thd’y tw xa. Liic
do, chwa hé c6 thr gi nhuw thé kia ca.

b6 1a mot cai buc khoang hai mét vudng, cao ba mét. O d6 c6 mot cdi
buc khdc va mot cdi... clii bén trén. Chéc 1a cii... nhi? N6 dwoc ma vang,
trang hoang 10ng 14y. Binh thwong, ciii s&€ dwoc ding d€ giam tdi pham hay
tl nhan nhwng thir nay cé vé khong phai vay.



Waluo ni* map map trong ciii hoan toan khong gidng mdt tu nhan. Vai
quan quanh dau va nguc, cdng voi chan vay ma cd ta dang méc thude
phong céch thoi trang thwong thay cia cac Waluo nir, nhwng rd rang déu la
d'6 cha't lwong. Ching duwoc théu nhitng hoa tiét twoi tin va 1ap lanh. Hinh
nhw cé dinh ca dd quy. Pén ca lan da xanh tréng cling min mang va sang
béng. Co ta trang diem hay sao?

Thai d§ ctia Waluo nr nom c6 vé la con nha quyén quy nay khong hé
gidng mot tu nhan. CH ta tréng binh tinh, thdm chi toét Ién vé uy nghi€m.

Hon ntra, du dang & trong ciii, c6 ta khong chi ¢c6 mot minh. C6 rat
nhiéu Waluo T4n lwot 1€n buc chao ¢d ta. Vi ho trao doi v&i nhau vai loi
qua song sit, roi con nim tay nhau, nén chic ciing phdi c6 mdi quan hé
quen bi€t nhat dinh. Nhwng rd rang, trang phuc cua cd ta noi bat nhat so
voi nhirng ké kia.

Haruhiro nhin cdi ciii dwore ma vang ki hon. Vit trang tri & b6n goc la...
rong? Nhitng vat trang tri hinh rong xua't hién khip dan t&. Bd trang phuc
cO ta dang mac cling viy. Hoa ti€t trén d6 hinh nhw ciing la rong. Mac du
quan vai quanh dau nhwng trén dinh dau, c6 ta ¢6 doi thir gi d6 trong nhw
veong mién. Thir d6 cling hao hao hinh r'ong... Phai chiang nhirng d'6 trang
tri gdn vdo gdy ma tyi Waluo & khu dan cw lam ra ciing vay? La rong.
Chung la rong. Nghi lai, Veong cung cling mang hinh dang mdt con rong.
Tai sao Haruhiro chwa ting chi y dén diéu nay. O Waluandin ¢ v6 khoi
thtr 18y rong 1am md-tip. R'dng & khip moi noi.

Haruhiro hwéng mét vé phia nidi Rong Lita, noi trong nhw ¢ th€ phun
trao ba't cr lic nao. Nhw chinh cdi tén cia nd, & d6 ¢6 rong. La rong Ia.

Cac Waluo da xay dyng thanh ph6” cia ho dwdi chan nii va sinh sdng &
d6. Rong Itra 1a con qudi vat an salamander [ki giong Itra] va da nudt chirng
nhirng dong doi cua chi Unjou. Phai chang orc khong hop khau vi cta
rong Itra? That khé hiéu. Rdng Itra chic chin 12 mot sinh vat nguy hiém.
Haruhiro khong biét tai sao nhing cdc Waluo van dang so'ng ngay canh mot
sinh vat khiing khi&p nhw vdy. Né6i ring ho dang song rat sung tic ciing
ching qué 151i.

C6 1& dam Waluo t6n tho con r'ong Itra dang s¢ nay. R'ong ltra hin phai
dworc coi nhw mot vi than doi voi bon ho. Hodc, nd chinh 1a mot vi thiéan.



Ngay bay gio’, ca thanh pho dang trang tri hinh rong & khip noi va
chuéh bj t& chirc gi d6. N6 chic hin 1a mdt 18 hoi di ciing v&i nghi 1&. Vay
con Waluo nw trong céi ciii thi sao?

“LE€ nao coO ta la... vat hi€n t€?”

Cédc Waluo tiép tuc ti&€n d&n chd nguwoi phu nt trong ciii. Cling ¢6 the
ho dang néi loi tam biét. Khong thd’y sw ti€c thwong, cé 1€ dwoc trd thanh
vat hi€n &’ 12 mot niém vinh dy. Khong, van chiwra chdc co ta 12 vat hién t&
hay c6 bing ching gi vé viéc Waluo siing bdi rong Ira. Phai ching do6i
canh cua tri tedng twong trong Haruhiro da bay qua xa roi...?

Haruhiro khong thé khong nghi rang con nhiéu kha ning khdc, nhung
néu suy nghi qud nhiéu khi di thdm thinh thi s& d& pham phai sai lam. Hon
ntra, Haruhiro phai roi khoi day trede khi troi sang. Gio 1a thoi di€m thich
hop nhat, rut lui thoi!

D€ quay vé, Haruhiro di qua khu xwdng nhw da dinh trwede. Trén dwong
quay vé, Haruhiro ty nhi rang di thi dé vé thi khé. Khi quay vé sé dé c6 xu
hwong voi vang, khong can than hon. Lic nay thi canh giac hoi qua mot
chut lai 1a vwa.

Khi di qua khu xwdng, Haruhiro cdm thdy téc sau gdy minh dwng
nguoc 1€n, Ii€n chui tot vao bén trong mdt xwdng ngay gan da’y. Du khong
th€ nhan dinh chinh xac nhwng cu cam thay c6 gi d6. Liéu co nén tron &
day dé’xem do la gi khong? Khong, phdi di chuyén thoi. Haruhiro cui thap,
vira di vira duy tri trang théi Stealth [An hinh]. C4u khong th& nghe thay
ti€éng bwdc chin ciia minh, ti€ng sot soat clia quéan 4o hay tiéng théd. Ck
nhw Haruhiro khong h€ & d6. Ngoai minh ra, con cé thw gi do dang di
chuyén w? Minh khong nhin thdy. Hay la minh twong twong? Ciing khong
han.

Minh dang tdp trung toi da. Cir dong chdn ciing chc”;ng co van dé gi.

Cau cam thdy mot thir gi d6... C6 ngwoi hay cd vdt gi doé ngoai kia? Lé
nao, minh bi theo doi?

K¢ nd di, Haruhiro ty nhi. N&u hén chi dinh quan sét thi ¢t d€ cho hin
quan sat, n€u mudn lai diy thi cr lai ddy. Chi ¢an thi d6 ti€n gan hon,
Haruhiro c6 th€ biét hin 1a gi va phan tng dworc. Cau di dwoc trui rén qua
nhirng Tan tham thinh m6t minh trong nhirng chuyén di tredrc. Khong phai
chi d€ cho c6 thoéi dau.



Khong dwoc tw tin qud mikc, Haruhiro ngay 14p tirc ty nhic nhé minh.
Khong dwoc chi quan. Dwng nghi minh da lam tot. Phdi nght lam thé la
van chiea dii. Phdi luén ludn co gdng hét siec.

Gio thi Haruhiro da chic chén rang c6 thit gi d6 dang theo d&i cau. Hin
gitt khodng cdch va bam theo Haruhiro. Liic ndy, cdu chi biét rang ciu cam
nhan duoc thir d6 dang hién htru. Cau lién tuc ¢6 cdm gidc nay.

Hon ntra, d61 phwong khong chi ¢c6 mét. Poi khi cau cam thay c6 sy
ton tai cia ké khac & phia bén phai hodc phia sau bén trdi. Con cdi cam giac
ngay phia sau ciu thi khong hé thay doi. Hin gitt nguyén khoadng cich va
quan sat Haruhiro. Con tén kia ldc ti€n lai gan, lic i ra xa. Ciling c6 lic
bi€n ma't nhung trd lai ngay sau do.

Khong phai ching khong anh hwdng gi toi Haruhiro. Cau thdy so.
Nhwng ching van chua tdn cong. Hoang s¢r vao lic nay khong phai 1a mot
¥ hay. Sau khi hi€u ra diéu nay, Haruhiro 1ién ty chdn chinh ban than.

Tw khu xwdng, ciu chay nhanh vé phia dong song dung nham, bo lai
Waluandin ¢ phia sau. Cau dirng chan mot lic va quay lai.

Cau khong con cam thdy nhirng thir d6. Chiing da bd di sao? Khong,
van chwrra chic chin. C6 th€ vi Haruhiro ding lai nén ddi phwong ciling
dwng lai. Khi d6, Haruhiro ciing khé cdm nhan dwoe chiing hon. Biét dau
chi ¢6 th€. Van con qué sé'm d€ c6 the yén tam.

Khu vye lang mac qua nhi€n da chim vao gid'c ngu, Haruhiro 1i€u mang
chay qua. D61 phrong 1a ai? Waluo? Rat c6 th€. Thé gidi con ngwoi c6 ké
trdm giong nhw Haruhiro, nén cling khong phai diéu gi qua ngac nhién né&u
c6 orc chuyén di an trdm. Phdi chang mot cdp orc an trom phat hién dwoc
ké la mat 1a Haruhiro & Waluandin nén da bam theo d€ tim hi€u danh tinh
va dong co ctia cau? Ciing c6 the 1dm chit.

C6 mdt diéu luon khi€n Haruhuro cam thdy xau hd. Cau da Iudn lo
lang tir sau khi t& doi clia cdu giét hai gd Waluo tho sin. R4t may mén 1a
ching van chwa tim ra bon ciu. Nhwng n€u Waluo biét d&n sy ton tai cla
cdu, ching s€ tre nén canh gidc hon. Néu ching bd' tri phong vé, Haruhiro
c6 kha nang s€ khong thé ra vao Waluandin nhw tried'c nira. Nén du liéu
ring Waluo hoan toan cé th€ phong vé trude ké dich tir bén ngoai. Orc &
Grimgar ciing th&’, nén orc & Waluandin hin 1a c6 trf tué twrong dwong voi
con nguoi. K€ ca ¢6 nhirng di€m khéc biét thi cling khong thé néi dwoc bén



nao hon bén nao kém. O Grimgar, con ngudi da tirng bj ddnh bai b&i Lién
minh céc vi vua v&i s tham gia cda orc va phai rit lui vé phia Nam day
nidi Tenryu. Vi vy, d6i v&i con nguoi, orc 1a mot ddi tha dang gom.

Haruhiro ¢&” ging khong di xudng nhitng cdnh dong & khu lang mac.
Khong thé di lai d& dang dwdi rudng, toc dd s& bj gidm va khong th€ phan
trng nhanh. Haruhiro quyét dinh bang qua 167 di nhd gitra cdc canh dong.

Trén dwong, Haruhiro lai cam thd’y chiing. Biét ngay ma. C6 vé nhw
ching khong dinh d€ cu thoat.

Haruhiro da c6 cach, du chwa phai 1a k& hoach chi tiét. Trwdc tién, ciu
s€ phai vua trong chirng ching vira khan treong roi khéi khu lang mac.
N&u bi tan cong, cau phai chay that nhanh. Li€u c6 chay thoat dwg'c khdng?
Qua that, moi thir con chwa rd rang, khong thir thi khong biét dwoc. Tuy cor
rng bién vay.

... A, hii hon.

Cau hai Tan trong thdy cdi bong dang chuyén dong. Cau khong cam
thay sy ton tai clia chiing sau khi di vao con dwdng ngoan ngoeo qua 187 ré
nhung ciing khong thé chic chin rang ching d3 bd cudc. That khé d€ giir
d4u 6c¢ binh tinh trong tinh huéng nay. Khong th€. Nhung Haruhiro van
phdi c& ging d& khong tréd nén hoang loan. Cau lam dwoc day chi#? Cau
mudn ty khen ngoi minh. Khong phai, van chwa that sy an toan. Ty khen
ngoi minh thi d€ sau di.

Tt khe hé, Haruhiro di vao khu dong bing. Chi mot chit nita thoi sé
toi diém cho & sdng nwdc néng. Pém van chua tan. Cdc dong doi cla
Haruhiro chic hén da ngl, mdt ngwoi trong s6” ho dang canh gac. Néu la
ban ngay, ho s€ ra ngoai san guvuji hodc c6 th€ di t&i phé tich Alluja. Mot
trong hai di€u nay xay ra déu khi€n cdu mat cong d€ tdp hop ca doi. Nén
coi day la trong cai rui ¢ cai may. Nhi?

Da day lai dau. Van nhw moi khi. Hay da day minh bi loét roi? Néu vy,
c6 thé nho: Merry chika tri bang ma phdp dnh sdng. Liéu cdch dé cé hiéu
nghiém voi ndi tang khong nhi? Lin toi phdi hoi thie Merry xem thé nao.

Céac suy nghi lan man xui't hién trong dau Haruhiro. Pay l1a ddu hi€u
cua viéc cau dang dan mat di kha nang tap trung von cé. Haruhiro cd tré
Ve v&i thye tai. Cu da nhin thdy dia di€m cho. Ai dang gac thé nhi? Hinh
nhw 13 Shihoru. Nhitng ngwdi con lai dang ndm. Shihoru dang ng'di.



... Khong dworc.

Haruhiro todt m'6 héi lanh, mot cam gidc kho chiu trao dang trong I'6ng
nguec.

Minh mdc sai lam roi w?

Khong phai ciu da din nhitng ké badm dudi t¢i chd ddng doi sao? Day
c6 th€ 1a muyc dich caa chiing. Chiing phat hién ra ké dang ngo 1a Haruhiro
nhung khong chic chin rang ciu chi c6 mdt minh va bin khoin liéu cé con
nhirng nguoi khac hay khong. Vi vy, ching bam theo Haruhiro d€ c¢6 thé
tom gon hodc tiéu di€t luoén ca 1i. P6 la i do ching khong tdn cdng
Haruhiro ngay. N6i cach khac, néu nhw d6i phwong ¢4 tinh d€ cho cau ty
do th& nay thi... c6 thé ching s€ xu [ Haruhiro sau, thay vao dé la dot kich
cac dong doi dang ngt khong k€ Shihoru con thirc.

Né&u d6 la sy that thi phai lam gi? Tinh sao ddy? Bay gior khong phai lic
d€ do dw. Haruhiro vung chay. “... Shihoru! Goi moi ngwoi diy! Chay
thoi...!”

“Ht... Haruhiro...!? A...” Shihoru vdi va quat gdy rd't manh vao nguoi
Ranta. “Day, ddy mau...!”

“Ngahh!?” Ranta bat ddy. “... B... B... Ba!? Ba lam gi da’y!?”

“Ht v?” Yume vira dui mét vira ng6i ddy.

“Gah!?” Kuzaku kéu 1én va nhdm phét day.

“Day...” Merry vira tinh da dinh chay di nén nga chong kénh. “... U na.”

Oi khong. Tim minh ddp nhanh qud. Khéng, day khong phdi la Lic dé'y
c6 @y. Khéng phdi liic. Chdc la khéng phdi lic. Haruhiro nhin khip bdn
phrong tdim hwdng, vira chay vira hét. “Hinh nhw ¢6 dich! Chay di! Pung
tdch nhau ra...!”

“Nao!” Yume kéo Merry day roi xach do dac 1én. Merry ciing dap,
“Cam on!” r6i 1a8y hanh Ii cia minh. Shihoru dang chuan bi roi khéi do.
Kuzaku dan d4u, con Ranta rit thanh RIPer ra. ... Pich ha!? O dau...? Tao
s€...!”

Trwdc khi Haruhiro kip gam 1én v&i Ranta, ciu nghe thdy mot chat
giong quen thudc néi rang, “Poi di...”

“Né...” Haruhiro phanh gdp twdng nhw mudn chdi dau vé phia truodrc,
sau d6, cau dwra mit vé huwdng phét ra giong néi. Ma “né” la cdi quy gi? Né



vo'i chd né. Khong phdi né, ma la cdi do, cdi do... chinh la...

Tw phia sau, bén phai. C6 gédi bwdce ra tir trong bong t6i mic do choang
sam mau, doi mi rong vanh. Khong biét vi Ii do gi, ¢ ta c¢&i bd 4o choang
va mii, d&10 ra rang cd ta chinh 1 mdt nit vwong, dii nhin & dau hay nhin
nhw thé nao di nuwra.

Tai sao ¢ ta lai nhan manh phan nw tinh cta minh dén vay? Nhing bo
phan khdng nén cho ngwoi khac tha’y lai dwoc pho hét ra ngoai. Khi ¢6 &y
won ngue 1én, that khé c6 the roi mét duorc.

C6 ta khdong phai Né ma la La.

“...Chi Lala?”

“Pa 1au khong gap.” Lala li€m moi, nd nu cuoi quyén ri. “Toi hoi bi
ngac nhién vi ciu vin cOn sdng da’y.”

“Nhirng ké da bam theo t6i tr Waluandin dén day... 1a Lala va Nono
sao?”

“Puing vay. Chi la t6i khong nghi cau lai c6 th€ phat hién ra... Nono!”

Nghe Lala goi, anh ta xua't hién tw phia khe nirt. Anh ta c6 mai toc
tring, mit na den che kin nira dwdi khudn mit. Nono tiéh lai gan Lala, quy
xudng trén tir chi. Lala ng6i trén lung Nono r6i khoanh chan lai.

“... Vay la cdu da d&n thanh phd ctia orc ngay truedec L& hoi Rdng Lira?”

“L& hdi rirng Itka 4...2” Yume nghiéng dau day boi roi.

“Dei, doii chit!” Ranta gan nhw da tra ki€m vao voé nhwng lai rit ra.
“Haruhiro, day la ké dich ma may néi ding khong!? Chi b&i ho 1a con
ngwoi va ching ta bi€t ho khong c¢6 nghia la hai bén cuing mét phe! Ho da
bd roi ching ta tredre day do!”

“Bd roi cac cau?” Lala cudi bing giong miii. “Ching toi da lam th&
sao?”

“D... b... bing! Khong phai hai ngwoi da b lai ching toi va di truedc
sao? Toi van chwra quén dau!”

“Chuing t6i khong dinh 1am vay. K& ca c6 thit the’ di nira, cdu nhic lai &
day d€ lam gi? Cau that nhd mon. T6i cha con hirng dao tao va mo rdng
cho ciu nwra.”

“M... M@ rdng...” Shihoru 1am bam.

Haruhiro tham nghi, tai sao cdu lai phdn tkng nhiw vdy hd Shihoru.



“Im di!” Ranta bét dau k& I€. “Tw d6 d&n gid, ching toi phai trai qua
mot khoang thoi gian cyce ki khé khan. Bao nhi€u 1a chuyén. Cha hi€u gi
hét tron, kho oi 1a kho.”

“Chung t01 cing khong kha hon.” Lala noi.

“D... Du sao! T6i hi€u y ngwoi, nhwng!”

“... Ranta,” Kuzaku néi kh¢, “cau dang st dung kinh ngtr da’y.”

“May twdng twong ra 4! Thing ngu! PAu 6c ngu si ti chi phét triéh,
chét tiét!”

Merry nhin Haruhiro, gwong mat nhe mu6n hdi, “Ching ta nén lam gi
bay gio?”

Haruhiro xoa lwng, ddt nhe ngoén tay 1én chudi thanh stiletto. ... Ban
than t6i khong nghi 1a hai ngwoi da bd roi ching tdi. Khong, khong chi
toi... khong ai trong ching t6i nghi vay... Trir tén ngéc nay. Gap lai nhau
thé nay ciling coi la ¢6 duyén. Néu dwoc td6i mudn ching ta trao doi thong
tin.”

Puong nhién, n€u vi li do nao ddy Lala va Nono mudn hai hodc 191
dung bon Haruhiro, ciu sé khong ding lai & do6.

“Chiing tdi ciling c¢6 chung suy nghi.” Lala nheo mét lai, nghich ngom
dwa ngén tay cham vao moéi minh. “Ciu hoi khac ngwoi nhi? Tén la
Haruhiro phai khong? Cau c¢6 mdt khuoén mat dep da'y!”

“Moi ngudi thuong néi tdi c6 d6i méit ngdi ngh.” Haruhiro cd gitt cho
nét mit khong ddi. C6 ta nhin thdu minh. ... Vay, L& hdi Rong Lira 1a
sao?”

“Cau da nhin thdy ching chuan bi cho né phdi khéng?” Lala hoi.
“Chung t6i khong biét bao 1au 1& hoi dwoc t& chitc mot TAn nhung ho t&
chirc kha thwong xuyén. D6 1a mét nghi thirc 1on noi ho s€ dang vat t€ 1én
cho R6ng Lira. Ca thanh phd dn mung. Nhan tién, L& hdi R0ng Lira chi 1a
cai tén chung t6i goi. Rat ti€c. C6 vé nhu chiing ta khong thé nao trd’ thanh
ban v&i orc dwoc.”

AZ N\

“Hién t& a? Nghi thirc ki€u gi...” Ranta thu ki€m, ng'6i xudng theo 167
chinh toal®!. Nhin chi th'y nhw c4u ta dang chuih bi d€ c6 th& quy lay bat
cwr lic nao. May bi lam sao vdy? ... Viéc do, cheamg nhé... Hay Ia ki€u dang
vat t& 1én cho rong Itra? That w?”



“...Céu dang 13p lai nhitng gi chi ta vira néi,” Shihoru hoi gin giong.

Hdin ldp lai nguyén xi luén &y chir, Haruhiro thAm nghi.

Ra la vay. L& hoi Rdng Lira. Hién t&". Khu phd” dong diic néo nhiét... C6
the nao, c6 1€ nao day 1a? Pay la gi kia ch?

Liéu day co phdi la co hdi khong...? Ma co hoi gi co? Minh hiéu roi.
Néi nhdn cor hdi nay thi cé 1é sé khd thi. Y nghi nay ludt qua tim tri ciu.
Haruhiro da bi cu6n vao y tedng nay.

Moi nguoi ¢6 the di qua Waluandin d€ t&i nii R'ong Lira. Ho sé tim cai
hang va bié€t dau c6 the’ di xuyén qua no6 de tré ve.

“Hinh nhw cdu c6 théng tin htru ich gi d6.” La la cwoi tinh nghich, diing
ngon tay trd ra hi€u cho Haruhiro lai gan. “Hay néi cho Lala dang kinh day
moi thir. Biét dau toi s€ trao cho cdu mot phan thwdng tuyét voi?”



19. Over the rainbow

on@éo cling khodc vai trang tri trén vai va son minh bang hai mau dd,
den. Tt nam d&n nt, twr gia d&n tré. C6 orc danh trong. C6 orc choi dan. C6
orc thGi sdo. L orc, g6m cd 1i tré con, vO tay, gidm chan va dong thanh
hat. Ll orc mang theo nhirng cdy gdy v&i hoa ti€t rong khong hat ma trong
gidng nhe dang nodi to diréu gi d6 hon. Chung néi theo nhip diéu, tay cung
ca co’ th€ déu theo nhip, trdng nhwr dang dién thuyét hay chi huy nhém orc
choi nhac cy va nhém dang hét ho.

That tuyét voi va sdng dong. Cam giac nhw c6 the “vo tran” bat i lic
nao nhung lai vin vo ciing gin ké&t. Chiing c6 th€ khd hoang dai nhung
tuyét d61 khong hé tho 16... Khong dwegc. Haruhiro dirng dwdi bong hang
rao dwore bao phii béi nhitng con sau buém khong I'6 va lic dau nhe nhe.
Khong dwoc nghe. Chiing rdt tuyét. Minh biét chiing ddng nghe. Minh nén
nghe nhwng minh khong thé. Pdy khdng phdi lic dé chim ddm vao dm
nhac.

Haruhiro 16 d4u tw phia sau hang rao nhin lii orc dang an mwrng & quang
treong ctia khu lang mac. Van dang 12 ban ngay nhwng 1i orc ngwoi 16n da
udng rwgu, 1 tré con thi vui cwoi. Haruhiro & cach quang treong hon hai
muoi mét. Du ¢6 1a ban ngay thi ching ciing khong thdy ciu tw khodng
cach nay dwgrc. Cau khé c6 the€ bi phat hién.

Haruhiro vAy tay, ra hiéu cho bon Ranta & phia sau... roi t&i Lala va
Nono. Mdt chiit chuyén da xdy ra khi Yume danh vao dau Ranta do ciu ta
lo’ dang va lic cdu ta dinh phan ¢ng thi lai bi Merry dung can tregng gidng
cho mot don. Du sao thi moi ngwdi van can than ha thap trong tAm khi tién
vé phia Haruhiro. Riéng Kuzaku, mdi khi c4u 4y di chuyén, bd do gidp lai
phét ra ti€ng dong. RAt may la sy ndo nhiét tir 18 hdi di d&€ khod 1ap Am
thanh &y. Haruhiro git dau r6i di chuyén t&i di€ém ti€p theo. Sau khi xac
nhin da an toan, cau ra dau goi dong doi cung Lala va Nono. Viéc nay ldp
di 1dp lai mot cdch nham chén, cdu kha ngac nhién khi khong chi cdc dong



dodi cta ciu, khong tinh tén Ranta rac rwdi, ma ca Lala va Nono ciing lam
theo chéng chit phan nan. Nhung ciing khong biét ho sé tré mat Iic nao ca.

Lala mang theo ddng h'd bd tdi nén ho ciing nim dworc thoi gian trong
doi chinh xdc. L& hoi huyén ndo nay bat dau vao khodng ba tiéng sau khi
lira moc. Bon Haruhiro da vao dwgrc khu lang mac sau mot ti€ng. Mot tié€ng
rwdi ti€p theo, ho da di dwoc nira dwong dé€n Waluandin.

Theo Lala dang kinh, thoi gian tw khi Itva (chir khong phai mat troi) 1€n
toi khi Ira (chir khdong phai mét troi) 1an kéo dai khoang mwoi dé€n muwoi
lam ti€ng, va khoang thoi gian tw khi ltra 1an dén khi ltva 1én cling khodng
fam muwoi lam d&n muwoi ti€ng. D6 dai cua thoi gian ban ngay va ban dém
c6 th€ sai 1éch nhung cdng vao van khoang hai mwoi 1dm tiéng, tirc 14 mot
ngay & Darunggar s€ dai hon mét ngay ¢ Grimgar.

Du sao thi chi tam mot ti€ng rweei nira thdi 1a ho s€ ra ngoai khu vyc
lang mac... Khi Haruhiro vira nghi vy, mot sy viéc khac xay ra. Cdi gi kia?
Cau ty hoi. La rong.

Tw phia Waluandin, mot con rong dang ti€n lai géan!

Chinh xac hon 1a rong... md hinh... thi phai?

V&i chiéu cao hom ba mét, dai hon mwoi mét, nd 1a mot vdt thé cwe ki
to. N6 ciing son mau dd va den gidng mau son trén minh 1 orc v&i d6i mét
dwoc gin nhitng vién d4 vang 12 1anh hay th gi d6 twong ty. C, ham, co
the, dudi va bon chan ctia né déu cé thé cir dong dwoc. C6 khoang hon ba
muoi tén orc mic d0 den dang khiéng va diéu khiéh né bang cach di
chuyén nhirng cay giy.

Khi con rong dwoc khiéng lai gan, 1t orc & khu lang mac tré nén dac
biét phan khich. Py c6 1& 12 mot phan ciia LE hdi Rong Lira. C6 tiéng ca
hat, ti€ng nhac cy, ti€ng ndi cua Iii orc cam gay trd nén to hon, 1 orc tré
con chay di trong s¢ hdi. Bi con rong dudi theo, c6 dira tré con con gao
khéc. Nhitng phu nit orc ¢6 vé 1a me ching vira vO vé chiing vira cwoi.
Ranta xem chirng rdt mudn tham gia 1€ hdi nhueng dwong nhién 1a khong
th€ trong hoan canh nay. Nhém Haruhiro di chuyén vé phia Waluandin. V&i
khong khi ndo nhiét th& nay, bon cdu khong dé gi bi phét hién. Pay chinh la
diéu ca bon nhim t&i, ho di phai doi cho dén khi L& hdi Rong Lira bit
dau.



Khu lang mac ndo nhiét & hau hét nhirng noi ho di qua nhung dong
thoi, &m thanh huyén ndo ciling tdp trung & mot s khu viec nha't dinh. La
orc ndng dan & khu lang mac tap trung & cac quang treong cung gia dinh.
Ching hat, choi nhac cu va thich thd tredc sy phan khich ma con rong di
dong giy ra. N6i chung 1a chiing hoan toan say swa, chim dim vao nhirng
trd vui &y. Nhitng chd khéc thi ving tanh, khdng mot béng ngwdi, 2 quén,
khong mot béng orc. DU vdy, Haruhiro vin chwa cdm thdy virng tAm. Ciu
khong voi va, can than ti€n ting bwdc vE phia trwde, tinh todn tirng dwong
di nwdc bud'c d&n mic phat buc v&i chinh ban than minh.

Waluandin ciing dang twng burng khong khi 1€ hoi. Dwong nhur moi hoat
dong déu dwgc cho nghi, nén & khu xwdng va cic md quang chfmg thay
béng Waluo. Cac xwdng rén ¢ nha kho & nhiéu noi. Haruhiro tim dwgc
mot can nha kho khdng qué to, cling khong qua bé, roi gid chiéu Picking
[M& khod] d€ m& ctra va quy€t dinh dung né lam noi an ndu tam thoi.
Ranta, Shihoru, Yume, Merry, Kuzaku va Lala & lai cho. Haruhiro va Nono
chia nhau di tham thinh. Ho phat hi€én ra Waluandin cting khong khac khu
lang mac 1a m&’y, 1 Waluo tip trung & cac dwong lon, hat, td'u dan, nhay
trong bau khong khi huyén ndo day s6i dong. Lii Waluo ciing khodc vai
trang tri, son nguoi, ce mot day khoang hai, ba chuc Waluo lai ¢c6 mot
Waluo ¢Am gdy rong va &n mic “ding chuan” 1€ hoi. D6 &n va ¢ udng &
khip moi noi, 1l Waluo c¢6 vé dwore tha h'd ddnh chén.

Haruhiro quay vé noi cac dong d6i dang an niu bang dwong nhd ding
sau khu dan cw d€ tranh bi phat hién. Khong ¢6 bong ngwoi, a bong orc,
tém lai 1a khong ¢6 mdt ai. Cdc ngdi nha déu tréng khong. Du vay, van c6
thé’ con Waluo nao d6 dang & nha vi i do gi da’y. Khong thé chti quan dworc.
Haruhiro tip trung tinh théan, bwdc chan vao mét con hém. Ciu nudt nwoc
bot.

M6t Waluo con kha tré, dang ngwoi gay dang ng'oi d6. Hai tay ga 6m
18y d4u. Trén nguoi ga cling dwgrc son mau nhwng ti'm vai trang tri khong
con & trén ngwdi ma thanh mot md hdn don dwdi chan.

Minh phdi lam gi bdy gio? Lam gi day? Lam gi ddy? Trong mot gidy,
Haruhiro ty hdéi minh d&n hon mwoi Tan. Ciu da tim ra ciu trd loi.
Haruhiro nhe nhang quay bwdc nhung chinh lic d6, ga orc nhin vé phia
cau.



“U...” Ga Waluo dinh hét gi d6. Co’ th& Haruhiro ty dong phan trng. Cau
nhay ch®m Ién nguoi ga. Cu x0 gi ngd xudng mat dwong roi bop co ga.
Né&u Haruhiro bép ¢& khi ga vin dang dirng nguyén thi ri't nguy hi€m, phéan
gdy va nhirng bd phan quan trong khac ctia ciu c6 the va vao twong hoac bi
dap xudng dat trong lic ga orc chong tra quyét liét. Nhwng n€u x6 ngd ga
triedre thi ciu s€ gan nhw khong sao ca. Haruhiro dung tay phai bop chit c0,
tay trdi Om 18y tay phai gd Waluo nén ga khé cé th€ thoat ra dwoc. Ga
Waluo dinh dung moéng tay cao lén mat Haruhiro nhwng ciu da kip xai
Block [Chan]... Minh lam dwoc! Haruhiro tw nhu. Sé dwworc thoi. Pwoc roi...
Xong. Rang nanh ga nhe ra, hai mép sui bot. Ga nga't di. Co’ th€ ga khong
con stre Iye. Pung, khong the nham dwoc. Ga khdng gid vor, ma da thuc sy
mat y thiec.

Haruhiro d4y ga ra. C4u dinh r&i di, nhung... Khong, Haruhiro lac dau.
Co vé khong on? Ding la ga da mat y thikc va sé chwea tinh lai dwoc ngay.
Nhwng liéu minh co nén dé’ ga ta nhw vdy? Minh phdi lam gi do. Gi day?
Lam sao dé hdn khong civ déng dwore? Tréi lai? Hay la... lam cho hdn
khong tinh lai nita? Pong nghia voi viéc két liéu hdn?

“... Chét tiét.” Haruhiro v0 1dong ban tay 1én tran. Minh khong biét phdi
lam gi bdy gio. Phdi lam sao ddy? Ga Waluo tré tudi nay chi cé mot minh.
Du bay gio dang la Lé hoi Rong Lira. Tai sao gd lai & chd nhw thé nay cé
mot minh? Ga khéong gioi tham gia nhitng hoat dong tdp thé? Hay ga thich
& mot minh? Ga bi bt nat? Ciing ¢6 the’ldm chir. Ma théi chang lién quan.
Ga da nhin thay minh. Thdt nguy hiem néu de’ga song. Minh sé giét ga. Chi
mot nhdt. Minh co nén giét ga khong day?

... Sau chuyén nay chuyén no chuyén kia, Haruhiro roi khéi con hém,
nhanh chong quay vé noi trd an.

Sw dao déng, mau ling xudéng di nao. Stealth [An hinh], Stealth [An
hinh]. Tdp trung di. Chuyén da xdy ra mot [an thi rdt co thé’ sé co ldn hai.
Biét dau sé lai dung mat Waluo tiép. Khong sao. Cdch xir tri cua minh nhw
thé’la thich hop. Khong sao. Khong vin dé gi. Troi a. Nhitng viéc nhw vy
van xdy ra ma. Hi via. Minh phdi cdn thdn. Dwong nhién roi. Minh sé cdn
thdn ma. Can than die doi luon. Chuyén do ay. Hién nhién con gi. Ghét
ghé... Haruhiro ding budc va ngoanh lai.

Nono & d6. Anh ta dang dirng nhw mot xdc chét. O khong, xdc chét thi
sao c6 th& ditng dworc. Haruhiro hay bi néi 1a c6 ddi méit ngdi ngt con Nono



c6 ddi mét nhu clia nguwdi di chét roi. Haruhiro hoan toan khdng hiéu anh
ta c6 dang nhin minh hay khong.

Haruhiro cui dau chao va gio' mot tay 1€n chut xiu.

“...Chao anh.”

Nono quay dau sang phai roi tw to ngodt sang trai. Bi€u cam khong
thay doi. Ma khong, Haruhiro von di khong the’ doan dwoe do chi€c mat na.
Thadt ddng so’!

“Um... Ching ta quay lai... chtt?” Khi Haruhiro rut r& chi vé phia noi
trd 4n, Nono gat dau. Haruhiro biét anh ta 1a mot gd ching bao gio’ néi
chuyén nhwng ciu van khong khoi c6 suy nghi, “Néi gi d6 di!” Hay 1a cdi
mat na trong nhw dung cu chinh hinh kia khi€n anh ta khong néi dwoc?

Khong khi cing thing bao trim trén dwdmng vé. Nono dd & phia sau tir
ldc nao? Vwa ndy, Haruhiro quay dau lai 1a do phat hién ra Nono dang & d6
sao? Hay chi 16 mo* cdm nhén dwoc? Ciu ciing khdng chic nira.

Cudi cung ho ciing vé d&n nha kho an nau. Khong cé gi bat thwong.
Khi ho budc vao, Ranta, ngudi dang ngoi trong géc, nhdy xd& ra bét
chuyén: “O nay...”

Pung luc do.

Nono dot nhién tim 13y cO cdu. Sy viéc qua bat ngo ma Haruhiro
khong hé lwong tru’O’c khi€n ciu khong tranh dworc. Ma du ¢6 thu the san
sang thi cling chang biét c6 tranh dwoc hay khong. Nono df cdi miéng nim
bén dwdi chiéc mit na lai gan tai Haruhiro. Ti€ng anh ta nghe khong ro,
dwong nhién. C nhw ti€ng rén ri vay. Rat kho d€ nghe thd'y nhitng diéu
anh ta néi nhwng Haruhiro hi€u rd anh ta mudn gi.

“... To6i biét r'6i.” Nono tha Haruhiro ra ngay sau céu tra loii cfia cu.

Nono bwdc vE phia Lala va quy xudng trén tir chi. Anh ta vira vé da lai
lam gh& ngay ro6i. Lala khong budn cdm on mot ti€ng. CO ta tinh bo’ ng'6i
1én lwng Nono, coi d6 nhw chuyén binh thwong va khoanh chan lai. Trong
cd ta c6 vé ra't hai long.

Haruhiro ti€n lai chd Ranta va moi nguoi, 1é chan nhe mot xdc chét
bi€t di.

“Ch... Chuyén gi... vay?” Shihoru lo 1ing hoi.

“... Khong,” Haruhiro ldc dau, ... ch?ing c6 gi ca dau.”



“Tén do6 da nd1 gi a?” Ranta li€c vé phia Nono. “... Bg1 chut. Ma tén do
c6 th€ néi dwoce sao? Hum... Ma 1am gi ¢6 chuyén hin khong néi duorc,
nhi?”

“Puwng goi l1a ‘tén d6’...” Haruhiro y&u &t yéu cdu Ranta stra lai. “La
anh Nono chi.”

“ff, rm! ... Nay, may on khong vay? Ki cuc 1dm nhé? C6 chuyén gi xay
raa?”’

“Ha ha... D& may lo ling cho tao thi thdi, ki€p nay ctia tao coi nhu bd di
roi...”

“Thing mat lich sy nay! TE}O trdng thé nay thoi nhwng ma chan chira
tinh thwong dd’y. Tao chinh 14 hdc 4m kj s1 cta tinh yéu, bi€t chwa?”

“Cau yéu Haru a?” Merry hoi v&i vé kho chiu.

“Ng... Nga... Ngdo 2, khong! Y t6i khong phai vay!”

“Khong phai yéu thi 12 cdm ning ha?” Yume cudi hi hi.

“Pa bao khong yéu ciing ching cdm néng ma! Prong nhién 1a thé, bon
ham! D6 chét tiét!”

Kuzaku ciing khé cwoi. “Cang phan d6i quyét liét thi lai cang dang ngo
day.”

“Tao s€ bam vun may, Kuzakky! Tao néi nghiém tic day! Pwng coi
thuwong hic 4m kj si!”

“Nay!” Lala ddng kinh 1én ti€nhg. “Bon khi kia. On 20 qud da’y. Im di!”

Ranta d6t nhién dirng nghi€ém chao cO ta. M6i ciu ta map may nhung
khong ra ti€ng. “Sir, yes, sir!” C6 vé chang bi€t tir ltic nao cdu ta da dwoc
Lala dang kinh hudn luyén ki cang. That dang s¢'!

Qua that, co ta ra't ddng s¢r. Haruhiro rung minh. Khéng chi Lala dang
kinh. Ma ca Nono. Diéu anh ta lam vtra ndy, qua dang so, ra't dang s¢. Liic
nay, Nono da néi v&i Haruhiro nhw thé nay.

“Chi ¢4n Lala ddng kinh c6 mot v&t xudc do 10i clia may, tao sé gi€t hét
ca 1t ching may daYy.”

... Vay dé.

Co6 1€ da’y khong phai la doa nat. Nono ra't nghi€m tic. Hon ntra, anh ta
trong khong gidng nguwoi binh thwong. Anh ta hoan toan ¢6 di kha nang.



Néu Nono ¢6 y dinh &Yy, anh ta dwong nhu s€ giét dwoc bon Haruhiro véoi
bd mat cheamg hé bién sic chiit no.

Van dé la tai sao Nono lai n6i chuyén &y v&i Haruhiro tai thoi di€m
do? That ra, khong hin 13 ciu hoan toan khong doan dwoc ra, nhung ciu
chaalng mudn nghi ngei gi nra. Va lai, nghi xong ciling cé lam dwoc gi dau.
Cau quyét dinh tam bd qua né. Bay gio’ con nhiéu chuyén khac quan trong
hon. R4t nhiéu la ddng khéc.

Haruhiro va cd bon roi nha kho. Ho ra khéi khu xwdng va di qua khu
dan cw phia doi dién. Haruhiro di tredc, Xxdc nhan moi th an toan, sau dé
s& goi moi nguoi, y nhu lic tredre. C4 bon tranh khu vire 1€ hoi, nén c6 it
ngwoi, khong, it Waluo qua lai, nhwng cu van phai can thin v&i nhing ké
xud't hién bat ngo. C6 the€ khong cé chir khdng phai la tuyét doi. Du vay,
néu qua so sét, ca nhom sé khong the di chuyén. N&u bi phat hién... hoac
phat hién ra dich, chi can phan &ng thit nhanh l1a dwoc. Cau phai chd’p nhan
diéu nay. Khong c6 gi 1a hoan hdo... Nhi...?

Bung Haruhiro lai dau. M'6 hoi toat ra dam dia. Co hong kho khd'c. Con
dwong phia trede khd rong. Nhwng nhw vira ndy cdu di tham thinh, ho ¢6
thé qua dwoc dwong. Haruhiro hoi tho dau ra. Khong ¢6 Waluo. Cau ra dd'u
roi qua triede. Cac dong doi cta ciu ciing Lala va Nono di theo sau. Ho van
dang trong khu dan cw, nhung con d6¢c & diy c6 vé cao hon. Puong 1én
dinh d@6i kha d6c. R4t khé d€ nhin tir bén dwdi nhung s€ quan sat dwoe rd
hon néu & trén cao. Haruhiro phai khéo 1éo gidu minh khi ti€n vé phia
trere. Bung ciu dau d doi. Mbi gidy trdi qua, Haruhiro cdm gidc nhw
minh gia thém mot tudi. Cau khong the nao khdng cam tha’y nhw vay.

Thay vi di thflng vé phia ndi Rdng Lira, Haruhiro ¢ ging chon cic
duong cit ngang nhiéu nhat c¢é th€. Du la dwong nao, Haruhiro cling ludn
xac nhén ki trwdc khi r€ vao. Du khong hoan hao nhung cdu phai dam bao
du c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ciing khong dwore rdi tri.

Cau di c& qua sirc. Ep budc cor th€ minh. Purng don siec! Binh tinh,
binh tinh nao! Khong, cu khong th& Iam dwore. Trdi tim ciu nhu sip vo ra
thanh nghin manh. C4u phai c6 ging 1dm mdi tru vitng. Chic hin 1a bang y
chi va sy kién tri. Mic du tinh canh clia Haruhiro 13 vy nhung do ddi mét
ngdi ngl, ciu trong chi nhr dang khong vui vé& 1dm khi lam cong viéc clia
minh. Khong biét diéu nay 1a t6t hay xau nira. Du sao, ciu van chwa dén
gioi han. Minh c6 thé’ lam dwoc! Tk Tan d6, cdu chwa thdy mot Waluo nao



ntta. C6 18 ho c6 the cit nhw vy ma di dwgc qua Waluandin? C¢ mdi khi
ciu nghi moi viéc dé dang, chuyén x4 lai xdy d&n. Nhuwng nhirng dy dodn
khong t6t cua cau ciing thwong tré thanh sy that, nén ba't k€ cdu dy dodn
thé ndo, c6 1& két cuc van khong hé thay doi.

“Tiéng trdng... hoi bi gan nhi?” Ranta néi vong Ién twr phia sau.

Haruhiro da nhan ra diéu nay tw tredc khi Ranta néi. N€u Ranta con
phét hién ra thi Lala va Nono han da nhan thdy ti tredc d6 roi. Nhung ho
ciing khong néi gi ca. Lai mot ['4n nira Haruhiro nghi ring, ciu khong th&
tin tedng hai ngwoi nay dwgre. Khong bié€t ho cé phai nguoi xau hay khong
nhung Lala va Nono chi nghi cho ban than minh. Ho chi di cung bon
Haruhiro vi hién tai ho cho rang ho c6 th& 1o dung dwoc bon ciu. Néu gid
trj loi dung khong con, chic ho s& bd roi ca 1ii khong miy may ngin ngai.
N&u cén, ho ¢6 the’ dung bon ciu lam con t6t thi. Sau ddy, hai nguwoi dé hin
s& chéng cam thay toi 16i chiit nao.

Du sao, nhém Haruhiro ciling vi thdy c6 lgii nén méi dong y di ciing hai
ngwoi ho. Vay thi hai bén déu nhw nhau. Con vé van dé liéu ciu cé th€ bod
mac Lala va Nono né€u can phdi lam vady hay khong, thi d6 lai la chuyén
khdc. Chéc cau s& phai ra't khé khiin d€ di d&n quyét dinh nay.

Minh véin... ngdy tho qud phdi khong? Ciing co thé

Haruhiro d€ bay nguoi con lai cho r'oi tréo 1én twong mot toa nha gan
d6. Tw trén mai nha, ciu c6 the nhin thd’y nhirng ddy dnh sdng ma ciu doan
chic 13 nhitng ciy dudc dang di chuyén quanh Waluandin. Mot ddy nam
cach chd nay khodng trim mét. Khodng cdch khd gin xét trong hoan canh
nay... Phdi lam sao dady?

Haruhiro leo xu6ng khdi mai nha. Cau phai giai thich nhw thé€ nao day?
Piéu cau khong hoat dong ntra. Khi thdy Haruhiro cr dirng nhw vay, Ranta
1én ti€ng. “... Nay, sao may ct do’ ra thé!? C6 chuyén gi vay!? C6 chuyén
quéi quy gi vdy!? Haruhiro! Tao dang hdi may diYy, néi gi di, thing héi
kia!”

“... Hinh nhw ¢6 rdc roi roi.”

“Réc r&i kiéu gi co’ chix!?”

“Chung ta dang bi lung suc... C6 1€ vay.”

“Bi Iung... suc... nghia 1a, hdddaaaaaaaaaaaal?”

“T ndy d&n gio nhé, Ranta to mdm 1dm nha.” Yume néi.



“On 20 qud, @6 ngwc 1ép! Cam di! Bon nay dang néi chuyén quan trong
day!”

“... Tai sao, ching lai tim ching ta?” Shihoru hdi mot cau ra't xac dang.

Pirng trén quan di€m ctia cac dong doi thi day ding la mdt diéu bi an.
Nhwng d6i v&i Haruhiro thi khéng. Hoan toan khong. Cau cé thé dodn
dwoc. Cau khong mudn nd 1a sy that nhung cau khong the khong nghi the'.

“Trwde tién, ching ta phai tr6n théi.” Merry néi nhw dang ty thuyét
phuc minh r6i nhin sang phia cac dong do6i. “Nguyén nhan hay 1i do c6 the
dé€ sau ma.”

“... Ciing diung.” Kuzaku gat dau. “Ching ta nén chay di trede khi bi
tim thdy.”

“Chay di dau bay gio!?” Ranta hét 1én. “Ching ta dang & siu trong
Waluandin r'oi con gi!? May nghi cdn chd nao c¢6 th€ chay trén dwgre ha!?”

“Khong can phai chay trdn.” Lala li€m d6i moi dd mong roi chi tay vé
phia nii Rong Lira. “V&i 1l orc & Waluandin, ndi R6ng Lira 1a thanh dia.
Chiing sé khong duoi theo ching ta t&i d6 dau.”

Nono nhin Haruhiro chim chim... Pdng, ding s¢* qud. Anh mdt do,
chdc chdn la anh ta dang tiec gidn. Lo mat roi. It nhiéu gi Nono ciing da
biét... Rang ké nao da khién cd bon roi vao hoan cdnh nay. Phdi. Diing nhue
vay.

L2 16i ctia Haruhiro. C6 th€. Gan nhw chic chin. Phdi tdm, chin phin
muoi 1a do Haruhiro. C4u da khong giét ga orc. Cau khong thé€ lam vay.
Khong phai v&i ga Waluo tré tuoi d6. Cau da tréi tay va chan ga, bit miéng
ga 1roi bd di. Minh c6 cén phdi ké’ cho moi ngwoi khong? Haruhiro ty hoi.
Nhwng ho khong cé nhiéu thoi gian? C6 the€ khong phai bay gio? Nhung,
tai sao Nono khong néi gi hét? Du sao ddy cling 1a mot con khiing hoang.
Lala cling dang gdp nguy hi€m. Viy tai sao? Vi Nono khong mudn néi
chuyén? Anh ta mudn gi€t cdu hon la bt cAu nhin tdi. Anh ta dang tim
ki€m co hdi sao? Mic k&, phai nhanh 1€n th6i! Merry néi ding. Nguyén
nhan hay 1i do gi thi déu cé th€ dgi dwoc. “... Di th6i! Téi ndi Rong
Lwa...!”

Lt Waluo danh trong, givong dudc, ho hét tim ki€m bon Haruhiro.
Pém so sor ciing thd’y s& ngon dudc phai 1€n dé€n ba chir s§. C6 the€ con cb
nhirng ké khong ¢am dudc ntra. Khodng mdt vai ngwoi mot dudc, mwoi



ngwoi mot dudc hodc hon the. Nén wdc chung si sd trong nhom tim ki€m
gdp muoi Tan s& dudc thi hon. Vay la trén mot nghin. C6 th€ ¢6 hang
nghin Waluo ngoai kia dang tim ki€m Haruhiro va dong bon.

Haruhiro c&” ging hét sitc d€ di dau nhuwng Nono di vurot 1én trede. Cau
budc phai di theo, khong the' néi “Hay d€'tdi,” dwore. Néu Haruhiro néi vay,
Nono c6 thé’ s€ gi€t cau ludn. Hon nira, bi€t dau cdu lai gay thém chuyén.
C6 1€ nén tam quén vu ga Waluo tré tudi di. Cau bié€t vady nhwng khong the
nao quén dwoc. Thanh thit ma n6i thi Haruhiro lic nay khong con ty tin
v&i khd niing phan dodn clia minh nita. Lic nay? Chi ldc nay? Sép t&i thi
sao? C4i thoi khic cdu cé thé néi rang moi chuyén da 6n r'oi mot lic nao dé
s€ toi chir? Cau khong the’ nao nghi thé” dworc.

Nono ti€n 1én khong gédp bat clr trd ngai gi, thinh thodng con di thzamg
mdt 1¢o, Idc thi r€, Iic lai di vao nhtrng con hém. Sao anh ta c¢é the di nhw
vdy ma khong din do gi? Thinh thodng, ti phia sau, Lala s& néi, “phai,”
“trai,” hodc “thaalng”. La nho ¢6 Lala? Né&u c6 di sai s€ cé Lala stra lai. Hay
dl ¢6 nhAm 14n, Lala ciing s& hod trg'. C6 phai 1a nho sy tin twdng gitra hai
ngwoi ho khong? Vi anh ta khong chi ¢c6 mdt minh? Hai ma nhw mot. Con
Haruhiro? Céau c¢6 thit sy tin twdng nhirng ngwoi ban cia minh? Khong
phai la cdu khong tin, chi Ia... nhwng ma...

“Dwng lai...!” Lala hét 1én. CAu nhén ra phia treo'c ho 1a mot dam
Waluo. Lt Waluo cao hon hai mét, son minh, chi nhin thoi cling thd'y déang
s¢’. Tim Haruhiro dip li€n h61, mot con dau nh6i chay ngang ['ong nguec.
Nono tdn cong tén Waluo ding ddu. Kuzaku giwong khién 1én va lao vao.
Ti€p theo 1a Ranta. Nono dung con dao trén tay phai phanh cO clia ga
Waluo d4u tién trong nhdy mét roi nhdy 1én nguwdi gd Waluo tiép theo.
Kuzaku lao vao mot gi khic cung v&i chiéc khién hong day hin xudng
nhwng d6i tha to 1on hon nén da tru virng dwoc. Ranta chém tén Waluo
cam dudc, hin 1ui lai nhung khong dinh thwong tich ddng k& nao.

Haruhiro nim 18y chudi stiletto, nim lai roi gir chdt né. Khon kiép.
Khon kiép. Khong xong roi. Khong. Pau gb1 clu thaalng tung, ngwoi do ra
nhu khic gb. C4u dang 1am gi? Khong lam gi cd. Haruhiro dang khong lam
gi ca. Céu nhin xung quanh. Nhin, va nghi. Cau té ra la minh dang suy nghi
nhung sy that 1a khong nght duore gi.

Khi nghe thay ti€ng Lala hét 1én “L&1 nay...!”, cdu cam tha’y cyc ki nhe
nhom.



Lala chi vé phia con hém tredc d6 mot doan. Cau cho Yume, Shihoru
va Merry di trwdce, roi doi Ranta, ngwoi viea quay lwng lai vira chay, va
Kuzaku, ngwoi dang vira ding t&'m khién phong thd trwedc cd da cia Waluo
vira lui vé. Nono khong chi nhanh ma con biét cach st dung vo thuat &
nhi€u td'c dd khac nhau k&t hop cling con dao d€’ khéo 1éo day lui 1d Waluo.
Anh ta khong to 16n, con dao thi ngén, nhung van quay li Waluo nhu d¢.
Sao co6 thé’ lam dwgc nhw vdy nhi? Du sao thi diy cling khong phai lic d€
nguong md anh ta.

Ranta da di vao con hém. Kuzaku van chwa. Ciu 4y dang bi ¢Am chén
b&i mot gad Waluo. Minh phdi lam gi do givip cdu @y, Haruhiro nghi. Piing
r0i. Minh phdi lam thoéi. It nhat ciing phdi lam vdy. Lam thoi. Haruhiro chay
qua Kuzaku va ga Waluo roi dot ngdt quay lai, tung mdt cu Backstab [Dam
sau lwng]. Haruhiro da nhim dén qua than cta gi nhung chuwa cham dworc
t&i ndi tang. G Waluo quay lai. Kuzaku tung ci Bash [P4ap biang khién]
vao cim gi roi t&i chiéu Thrust [PAm manh] bang thanh ki&m lwdi den.
Khéng can phdi néi “di théi” hay gi ca, Haruhiro cung Kuzaku dong loat
hwong vE phia con hém. Nono ciling theo sau. V€ phia con hém. V€ phia
con hém. O’ @4u con hém nhéd rong khoang mot mét 1 Lala dang diém tinh
chi tay sang phai. Tai sao Lala van chwa bo roi ho? Nono dang nghi gi vay?
Pu roi. P6 khong phai van dé. It nhat 1a ldc nay. Haruhiro im ling lam
theo loi Lala. Khong con cach nao khac. Pay la diéu t6t nha't lic nay. Du
sao, Haruhiro ciing khong thé’ lam gi dwgrc. Cau khdng c¢6 k& hoach nao d¢
thodt than. C4u chi c6 the cim d4Au chay ma khong biét 16 minh phai 1am gi.

Lala thi khac. Nono cling nhw viay. Ho binh tinh. Lic nao cling viy.
Haruhiro cing mudn dwoc nhw vay. C6 dwoec khong nhi? Thé nao nhi?
Chéc khong dwoce dau. Ca doi nay Haruhiro cling khong th€ dwore nhu Lala
va Nono.

Sau khi ra d&n con duong da cudi, cad bon nhin rd hon toan canh
Waluandin. Ho dang & vi tri twong ddi cao. Pay c6 1€ l1a vung ria cua
Waluandin roi. Li Waluo dang ti€n lai gan.

“A ha!” Lala cudi. “Cham nhw ruia! Chiing ta thing roi!”

That viy sao? Co ta c6 dang n6i doi khong? Lala dan d4u chay 1én con
dwong 1on trén d6i. Ranta hét twdng 1én, “Qua dinh, qua chat, qua xin!” L
Waluo gio da hoan toan bt kip bon Haruhiro. Con duwong 1én nay chay
ngoan ngoeéo ndi Vwong cung t&i ndi Rong Lira. Sao ciu bigt dwoc didu



ndy w? Vi ciu c6 thé nhin thay nhirng ngon dudc thip sing ca con duong.
That khong the tin dwoc. Sao cd th€ nhiéu Waluo dé€n thé nay? NéEu
Kikkawa & day, c6 1€ cau ta s€ goi n6 la “khi€p-khing-nhiéu”. Hodc khong.
Haruhiro thdy nhé Kikkawa. Chic khong c6 chuyén gi v&i cau ta dau.
Nhung li€u ho ¢6 the€ gap lai nhau Tan nira khong nhi? Khong ¢6 nhiéu hi
vong. Haruhiro khong khoi nghi nhw vay.

Sudi bun. Dong sudi bun hinh thanh t 1G Waluo son co th€, khoac
chéo vai trang tri, girong cao nhirng cay gay hinh rong, dudc, hay vii khi
chdy ngwoc dong trén dai 10 nhe mu6n nudt chirng bon Haruhiro. Qua thit,
Haruhiro khong bi€t chinh xac khodng cach gitra ngwoi di cudi cling trong
ca bon 1a Nono va tén Waluo di dau la bao nhi€éu mét, nhwng hin khong dén
mudi mét. Chic chi ma'y mét. N&u Nono nghiém tiic, anh ta c6 th€ cit dudi
dwore ching. Nhung Shihoru va Kuzaku c6 vé khd sé, va Merry cling ch?ing
ranh rang gi. Cdi cam gidc ta't ca chi con la van d@é thoi gian 1dn vén dic
sé€t trong khong khi. HEt cach roi sao? The nay cé phai la két thic khong
vay?

Ta't c& 12 161 ctia Haruhiro. Haruhiro da 1am moi chuyén k&t thic véi ca
bon. Xin 16i. Rat xin 16i. Xin 16i moi ngwoi. To that sw xin 16i. La do to. La
16i ciia to. To la ké gdy chuyén. Tat cd moi chuyén. La to. To phdi lam gi
de’ moi ngwoi tha thie cho to? Khong thé. Dwong nhién la khong roi. Di
sao ciing la 16i cia tor. Khéng phdi ai khdc, tat cd chi la 16i ciia mot minh to
ma thoi...!

Haruhiro chay nhanh hét strc cé th€, vira khoc vira hét to. Cau khong
quay lai, chi nhin vé phia trwede. Vi cdu s¢r. Cau khong mudn nhin thay hay
bi€t thém chuyén gi ntra. B r'6i. Moi chuyén két thic r'éi. Vi Haruhiro ma
moi chuyén da k€t thic roi. Ho sé chét. Ho sé bi nghi€n nat roi gi€t chét.
That ki la. Thoi gian troi qua nhung chuyén d6 van chwa xdy ra. N6 ¢6 the
x4y d&n ba't ctr ldc nao nhwng Haruhiro van con song.

Cau chay qua hai c¢6t d4 hinh rong. Cudi cliing, cau da roi khoi thanh
phd”. Con dwong soi doc ti€p tuc nhung khdong con cdc toa nha. Ngon nti
da trdi rdng & ca hai phia. Hau nhw khong c6 bong cdy nao. Pay doé la
nhirng dong dung nham phun trao nhw mach mau dang dap, khéi boc 1€n
nghi ngut.

“Chting khong duoi theo ntra!” Yume reo 1€n... Ra la vdy. Diing thé thdt.



Haruhiro vira lau m6 hdi, nwée mit, nwde mii va ca nwde bot trén mit
vira quay ddu lai. L Waluo dang & kia. Ching khong rit lui, nhwng da
ding lai & cot dd. Cit nhw c6 thir gi d6 mét thwong khong nhin thdy da
ngan ching lai. Thanh dia. Ndi R'ong Lira hén 12 thanh dja d51 véi 1 orc, vi
vay ching khong thé€ dudi theo. Lala da doc vi dwore chuyén nay va cd ta
cling da ndi 16 rang nhw thé”. K&t qua la tring phoc. Néu bao chi c¢é vay thi
ding 1a chi ¢6 vay thoi. Lala di nhin tha’y trién vong chién thing. Khong
chi Nono ma cd Ranta, Yume, Shihoru, Merry va Kuzaku c6 1€ déu mang
trong minh hi vong. Chi riéng Haruhiro 1a khong.

Haruhiro hoan toan tuyét vong. Do qud s¢’ hdi, Haruhiro khong con kha
nang suy nghi. Cau thdy xau hd. That sy. Cau wdc gi minh bién méat. Cau
khong mudn ti€p tuc sdng trong ho then.

Con dwong chuyén sang dang bac da. N6 d6c dén mic néu khodng co
dang bac thang thi cd bon c6 th€ nga lan xu6ng dwdi ba't cir ldc nao. Sau
doan doc 12 doan dwong gan nhw bing phang dan t&i di€ém két thic ctia con
dwong.

“U oa...!” Ranta d6t nhién hét 1om. “Kia, d?mg kia kia, i salamander [ki
giong Itra] phai khong!? Sao ching c6 th€ & trong dung nham mdt cach ung
dung nhu vay cht...!?”

T ding d6 tré di, mit dd c6 chd nho cao, c6 chd triing xudng, nhirng
dong song dung nham chdy khip noi, nhitng sudi dung nham dang s6i siing
suc. Lii ki giong Ita ndi bdng bénh, boi 16i, nhdy nhét trén dong dung
nham d6. That ra, n€u phdi md ta hinh dang ching, ching trong gidng
nhitng kh&i dung nham tich ty trong hinh dang thin 1in. N&u ching khong
ctr dong, khong th€ nhan biét ching gitra dong dung nham. D¢ 1a 1i do tai
sao Haruhiro khong rd c¢6 bao nhiéu con ki glong Ira & d6. Ciing c6 the' tat
cd chd dung nham d6 déu 1a ki giong lka. A thi, mot mit, cAu nghi hién
nhién khong doi nao ¢6 chuyén nhw thé€” dwgrc, nhung cling khong the phu
nhan kha nang nay.

“Pi tir day phai thin trong mot chit.” Lala 1am bam ¢ nhu th€ nay gior
ho chwa hé than trong vdy. Day than kinh ctia c6 ta lam ti gi vay? Hay c6
ta chi dang c6 t6 ra manh mé? Khong th€ ¢ chuyén day dwgec. CO ta that
s s& htru théan kinh thép dé ma.

Nono 1én dau, vira ti€n budc vira quan sat dwdi chan. Lala di ngay sau,
k& dén la Ranta, Kuzaku, Merry, Shihoru, Yume va cudi cung la Haruhiro,



ca bon x&p thanh mot hang. Ho khdng ban bac trerdc, moi thit dién ra ra't tw
nhién. C6 1€ vi Haruhiro khong néi ning hay dong day gi nén moi nguoi rit
ra k&t ludn la cau s€ di cudi. That ra, Haruhiro chéng nghi ngoi gi hét tron,
nhung ciu cling khong thdy ba't binh. Khong nhirng thé’, ciu con thdy bi€t
on. O sau cling dwore, hay néi ding hon, t6t nhat 1a dwoc ¢ sau cung. Cau
khong phai cdm nhin anh nhin cia moi ngwoi. Trong tinh hinh nay, cau
khong th€ gitr 18y vai tro chi huy dworc.

“Li do vi sao bon t6i nhim t&i noi nay,” Lala bit dau gidi thich du
khong ai hoéi, “la vi sy ton tai cia 1i orc. B&i ching ciing ¢6 mat &
Grimgar. Khi mét chiing toc cung ton tai & hai th& gidi thi vé co béan, ¢
th& cho ring hai the’ gi¢i d6 dwoc k&t ndi véi nhau. Theo kinh nghiém cia
bon t6i, n€u ching toc d6 da quyét dinh lwa chon noi nao d€ gico mam
sdng, noi &y s€ ¢6 167 di. Du vay, trong nhiéu treong hop, vi li do gi d6 ma
khong th€ di qua di lai dé dang.”

“... O ddy, c6 mot con rong lkra...” Shihoru gi® chit mi, nhiy qua dong
dung nham hep mot cach s¢r sét. Ngay sau d6, mot con ki gidng Itra nhay
1€n, suyt chit ntra da cham vao chan Shihoru. “... Ui ui!”

“Liéu & day c6 rong Itra that khong nhi?” Yume nhe nhang nhay qua, va
dwong nhién, con ki gidng Itra lai phi than 1én I4an nira. Yume nhdy qua ca
dong song dung nham 1an con ki gidng. “Oy day hot yén tinh qua.”

Haruhiro chay 18y da r6i nhady mot cd dut khoat, khong nhin dong sdng
dung nham va con ki giong. C4u phai né6i gi d6. That ki quic néu ciu ci
gitr im lang nhw thé" nay. Nhung phai néi gi day? Ciing khong phai la khong
c6 gi d€ ndi. N&u cau ndi thi chuyén gi s€ xay ra? Cau khong bi€t va ciing
khong mudn teong tweong ra diéu do.

“P6 c6 phéi dinh ndi khong nhi?” Kuzaku chi v€ phia chéo bén tréi
tredrc mat.

Ping 1a ¢6 thr gi d6 trong nhw dinh ndi mau den & phia &y. N6 céach
day bao xa nhi? Vai tram mét? Cé th€ hon?

“Nay...” Ranta dot nhién dung lai. “Haruhiro. May da néi gi d6 ding
khong? Lic & Waluandin. Sau d6 may... con khéc ntra. DAy khong phai tao
tw tedng twong ding khong?”

Haruhiro chi 14c dau ma khong tra 1. Ciu tiép tuc budrc di. Ranta day
nhirng ngeoi khac ra d€'ti€n lai gan Haruhiro.



“May da néi 1a 16i ctia may hay gi d6. Th& nghia 1a sao? May con néi
moi thir déu 1a sai TAm cia may. Tinh trang ctia may ciling ki qudi. Tao biét
may vén ki qudi sin roi. Lai con d6i mét ngdi ngd. Nhung k€ c the& thi
may van dang ra't khong binh thweong. May da lam trd gi roi?”

“..P€sau di.”

“Ha?”

“Chuyén do, tao s€ ndi sau. Tao hira s€ ndi. By gio thi... thoi di dwoc
khong?”

“Khong thoi dwore.” Ranta tim 18y ¢6 4o Haruhiro. “Thoi thé” quai nao
dwoc! May dua tao da’y a? Tao ghét nha't 1a nhirng chuyén khong r6 rang
nhw theé nay!”

“Vi thé tao da bao tao sé k&€ sau ma! Hay nghi dén tinh hinh bay gio
di!”

“Tinh hinh gi? May khong tron dwoc dau! Tao la thing dan ong da
quy&t 1am gi thi s& 1am bang dwoc! Tao s& d6n may vio chan twong khiéh
may phai phun hét sy thit ra!”

“Ranta! Thoi di...!” Yume c& chen vao gitra Haruhiro va Ranta.

biéu nay khi€n Haruhiro roi vao tinh thé€ bj day vé sau va tregt chan
vao mdt viing dung nham nhd. Tuy khong thoc vao d6 nguyén ca ban chan
thi g6t chan phai clia c4u ciing vAn cham nhe vao dung nham va bdc chdy.
“. 0L

“Ha... Haru!?” Yume la lén.

“...Khong... T¢... khong... sao...?” Haruhiro ngdi xuéng va so’ vao chan
phdi. Cu di nha’c chan ra ngay lap tirc nén chic khong 1n chuyén dau.
Cau mudn nghi nhw vdy. C4u dung ngén tay Ian so d6i bdt. Sao nhi? Got
co hoi bi chdy? Chi doi bot thoi a? Bén trong thi sao? Co hoi dau, hoi
nong nira...?

“T... Tao s& khong xin 16i dau!” Ranta van néi ning ngang nguwoc. “D...
D... D6 1a 16i cua Yume va may! Tao khong c¢6 16i gi, 16i nhd nhw con ran
nuwoc cling khong!”

“... Sy ton tai chi bang con rin nwdce...” Shihoru 14m bam.

“A a!? Céi gi cor, @6 ngwe x& thdi tha kia!?”

“Th... Thdi tha... X... X¢...?”



“Haru! D€ t& xem!” Merry day Shihoru, Yume va Ranta qua mot bén
roi quy xudng bén Haruhiro.

Lala nhtn vai, c6 vé hoan toan ngan ngam. Nono ghé lai gan va néi
tham gi d6 vao tai Lala. C6 1€ anh ta dang giuc co ta lwa chon. Chealng han
nhw, “Thoi ching ta virt bd bon d6 dwoe r'oi.” Nhw thé” thi that t&. T€ toan
tap. N&u khong 1am ho suy ngh lai thi ric rdi to.

“Dgi chut...!” Haruhiro day Merry ra khi ¢6 dang dinh chtra tri cho ciu
va dirng diy. Con dau khong dé chiu gi noi g6t chan phai tdn cong khién
ciu budt miéng kéu 1én mot ti€ng “gr...” quai gé.

“O kia?” Kuzaku n6i mot diéu hét sirc kho hicu. “DPinh ndi kia vwra di
chuyén sao...?”

“Ni sao c¢6 th€ di chuyén dwore.” Lala khong hi€u sao lai cat 1o voi vé
thich thd. “Noéi cach khac, d6 khdng phai 1a ndi.”

“N€u... the¢"...” Ranta quay lai nhin v€ phia dinh ndi... khong, 1a vat ma
ho nghi la dinh ndi. “Tht, d6... 1a gi vay...?”

Thi d6 cya sang trai roi sang phai... khong, khong chi c¢6 viy. Am
thanh nay. Rung dong. Mit da't rung chuyén. Thir d6 dang ti€n lai gan.

“Chay thoi...!” Haruhiro hét 1on theo phén xa.

“L0o1, 101 nao...!?” Ranta gam 1€n dap tra.

“O'khong, 161 nao thi...”

Ld1 nao day? Nén chay vé phia nao? Quay lai? Theo con dwong bon
minh dén? Khodng bao xa? Hay la di xuéng nii? Nhwng khong thé trén &
Waluandin dwoc. Pwong nhién roi. Bon minh nén lam gi day? Lam sao
minh biét dwworc. MOt cach tw nhién, Haruhiro tim Lala va Nono d€ ciu ctru.
Nhwng ho khong con & do.

Lic ndy ho van con & d6 ma. Khong... Cu c6 th€ nhin thd’y béng lung
hai nguoi ho. Ho dang di chuyén. Ciu mat da'u ho mot ldc do béng cua
ngon nui che khud't. Hai ngwoi ho da & cach xa bon Haruhiro khoang mwoi
lam mét.

“Puoi, duoi theo! Hai ngwoi d6! Nhanh Ién...!”

“Chéet tié€t! Con mu do...!” Ranta hét 1én.

“Shihoru, chay trede di!” Yume ndi to. “Yume s€ theo sau!”

“U, em! TG biét roil”



“Merry, di thoi!” Kuzaku néi.

“U! Haru, ciu c6 chay dwoc khong!?”

“T& chay dwoc! Nhanh 1én! Kuzaku, ciu cling vay...!”
CGR("’) '9’

Con dia cham lan rong voi cweong @6 manh hon. Haruhiro c& hét siec d€
dudi theo Kuzaku. Mdi Ian g6t chan bén phai cham dat, cau thad'y mot con
dau x6c 1én tan dinh dau. Cau chi con cdch c¢& ging khong d& g6t chan
cham dat, thay vao d6 1a chay bang cdc ngén chan. Piéu nay khong dé chuit
nao. N€&u xét theo trong lwong céc trang bi va @6 mang theo khéac, Haruhiro
c6 th€ chay nhanh nhat nhi t6 d6i con Kuzaku sé 1la ngwoi cham nhat. Du
vdy, tinh huéng bay gio that vd vong. Cau khdng nhitng khdng dudi kip
Kuzaku ma con bi bo lai phia sau. Kuzaku thinh thodng quay lai nhin va
giam t6c d6 d€ cho’ Haruhiro. Cau mung phat khoc nhwng day cling khong
phai 1 cdch. Ciing c6 lic cu rit ngdn dwoc khodng cich nhung lai cé ldc
bi bo xa hon.

Haruhiro ba't chot khong nhin thd'y Kuzaku dau ntra. Céu ta da bd mac
Haruhiro r6i sao? Khoéng, khong th€ nao. Ciu chay qua con dwong nho
gitra hai do'c da va budc d&€n mdt khong gian rong hon. Khong chi Kuzaku,
moi nguoi déu & d6. Ca Lala va Nono & phia xa.

Kuzaku quay lai nhin Haruhiro... r'6i nhin I&n thr gi d6 & phia trén.

“..)” Am giong khong ra tiéng &y that 13 xui quay, k& ca c6 néi giam
ndi tranh. Hodc phong dai mot chit thi né gidng nhw bao hiéu thé gioi da
dén ngay tan.

Haruhiro lung ting. C4u c6 nén ty nhin tan mét, hay th6i? Trwdc khi
cau kip dwa ra quyét dinh, ciu da 1o’ nhin n6 nhw the bi kéo vEé phia &y. Cau
con chaalng nghi d&n maYy viéc nhw 1a wéc gi minh chwa thd'y né hay may
ma minh da tha’y nd. C4u chi biét ngan ra trong sw strng so'.

Pén nay, Haruhiro da tirng nhin thdy nhiéu sinh vat s6ng. Cai ki€u nhw
than khong I'6 & Dusk Realm (Thé gi¢i hoang hon) ¢6 dwoc coi la sinh vt
song hay khong thi van d€ lai nhiéu tranh cai, nhung tém lai 1a nhing sinh
vat khong 16.

Thir nay khong to 1on vt bac nhw than khong 16 nhwng ¢6 gi d6 trong
hinh ddng d6i mét lam da’y Ién trong cdu mot cam xic dic biét. Khong phai



wa nhin hay dep dé. La mdt cam gidc hoan toan khac. Néu phai ding mot tw
de€ mo ta thi c6 1€ 1a dang s¢, nhwng tuyét nhién khong chi c6 thé’.

Toan than ndé mau dd, hodc vay den anh d6. T di€m nay, c6 the két
luan rang day 12 mot loai bo sat. Ping hon, phai goi n6 1a mot con than 1dn
khong I'6. Nhwng né hoan toan khac. C6 vé nd di chuyén trén bdn chan
nhung hai chan trude trong nhw ¢6 thé ¢cAm nim @6 vat. Tay né trong khéo
1éo mot cach dang kinh ngac. Céi co kha dai, dau thi teong ddi nhd. Néi 1a
nho nhuwng van 1om t¢i mirc ¢6 th€ nudt dwore mot ngwoi. Nho & diy 1a theo
twong quan kich thwdc véi phan con lai cta cor the thdi. N6 khong map
map. Trong khéng heé u 1i. Dwong nhw né di chuyén kha nhanh so vé&i kich
thuwdc co the. Néu dung doi chan sau manh mé d€ chay hét sirc thi qua thye
s€ ra't nhanh. N6 nha’c cdi dudi dai 1én roi dudi ra.

La mot con rong.

Co6 1€ ngay ca v&i nhitng ngwoi khong hé biét dén sy ton tai cta loai
rong, nhin mot cdi cling hiéu ngay né 1a sinh vat nim gitr vi trf v ciing dj
biét. N&u duwoc ai ddy bdo ring kia 13 mot con rong, nhitng ngudi 4y hin
s€ nhanh chong chdp nhédn loii gidi thich d6. Du chwa tirng biét t&i rong, ho
van s& nghi, “Ra vay. N6 1a mot con rong.” Chic chin rong da duoc khic
sau vao ban nang cua chuing ta.

Bdo sao 1t orc & Waluandin lai tdén tho’ né. Haruhiro ¢6 th€ hi€u dwoc
tai sao chung muon hi€n t€ cho nd. Prvong nhi€n Haruhiro ciing run so.
NOi sor hdi nay khong phai thit ciu thwong xuyén trdi nghiém. Tuy nhién,
cung ldc trong cdu cling cam thay, rong thdt tuyét voi.

Qua that, n6 ra't ngau. Mot sinh vat nhw thé nay cé ton tai sao? Theo
mot ¥ nghia ndo d6 thi né hoan hao. Cau khong chéc y nghia d6 1a gi nhung
tom lai la rat tuyét.

Rong.

Con rong ltra ha mié€ng, xoay c0 roi hit vao mdt hoi. Hinh nhw n6 dang
hit mot hoi that sGu? Haruhiro khong bié€t r6 nhwng mét c4u bj hit theo
dong tiac d6. Goi la bi hd'p h'on ¢6 khi chinh xac hon. C6 anh sang 14p lo¢
trong hong con rong. Do la gi nhi, cau ty hdi. Cau chi nghi vay thoi.
“Oaaaaaaaaaaa...!” Khi nghe tha’y tiéng hét ctia Ranta, Haruhiro bit dau
nghi ngo’ hinh nhw minh dang khéng cdm nhan dwgrc mirc d6 nghi€m trong
clia tinh hudng nay. Cdu nhin thdy cidc dong do6i di trudc dang cim dau



cim cd chay. Trong ho nhw nhitng dong vat in cd dang chay tron khoi bay
s6i. Pwong nhién, bon Ranta khong phai dong vat an co va cing khdng cé
con s6i nao trén ngon nui nay ca. Chi c¢6 bon ki gidng va con rong Itra nay
thoi. Phai chang bon Ranta dang c& chay tr6n khoi con rong Itra nay....
Chdc vay, ho dang chay tron.

Tai sao chi ¢c6 minh Haruhiro dirng nghét ra & d6? Biéu nay mdi that di
thuwong.

Con rong hit, hit r'oi lai hit, cudi cing n6 thé ra. Khong, d6 khong phai
mot hoi the. Hay hoi thd ctia rong 1a vay? Haruhiro nga vé phia sau. Mot
ludng gié néng ap téi khi€n ciu khong th€ ding ving dwoe. La lka.
Nhirng ngon ltra. Con r'ong thé ra Ira. Cau cam gidc nhw dang bi nwdng
1én. N6 néng dén mic s& ching c¢6 gi khé hi€u néu ciu bi nwdng chdy
thanh tro. Cau cam thay th¢.

Puoc bao lau ro1? Mot vai giay? Mot vai phat? Nhiéu hon thé? Cau
khong biét nita. Haruhiro nam nghiéng sang mot bén nhw con sau budm
chét khd. Toan than ciu cling dan kho lai. Hoi nwde bd'c hét ra ngoai. Cam
gidc co' th€ trd nén gion tan. Mét, miii, miéng déu kho khdc. Da cu trong
nhw c6 the niit todc ba't cit ldc nao. Chdp mit ciing that 1a d4ang s¢r. Nhung
né&u khong chép mét @€ tao ra mdt chiit nwedc mét, nhan cau clia ciu s& gip
nguy. Miéng va miii cling twong tw. Cau phai tin dung phan nwdce con sot
lai trong co’ th€ d€ nhanh chéng 1am 4 ching, bang khong thi thuc sy gay
to.

Nhuwng, hinh nhw Haruhiro khong bd'c chday. Pam Itra d6 chwa cham dén
cau. C6 thé cau khong chiu don tdn cong tryc ti€p ma chi bi anh hwdng
thoi. Chi vAy thoi ma da ra ndng ndi nay. Néu tryc tiép doi dau, Haruhiro
chic chin s& ho4 thanh tro trong nhdy mit.

Vay la con rong ltra khong nhim vao Haruhiro. Viy né dang nhim vao
dau? Muc tiéu cua no 1a...?

Cau nghe thdy ti€ng mit da't rung chuyén. La bwde chin ctia con rong.
Céau c6 the’ cam nhan dwoe. Con rong Itva dang di chuyén.

“...Ranta va... moi nguoi... Merry... Yume... Shihoru... Kuzaku...”

Nhirng nguoi dong ddi clia cau lic d6 dang cd ging bd chay. C6 the 1a
chay khoi con rong Ira. Hoac dang chay khéi ngon Ira ti hoi thé ciia nd.
Con rong dang nhim vao ho sao? Khong phai Haruhiro ma 13 cdc dong doi



cta cau? No6 c6 phun Ita vEé phia cac dong ddi cua cau khong? 6 1a 1i do
Haruhiro con gir dwgc mang s6ng? Con cac dong ddi cua cau? Ho sao roéi?

“... Minh phai... tim ho...”

Ping vay. Chuyén gi da xay ra khong phai la van dé. Phai tim ho da.

Haruhiro vin vao m6t phién dd nho 1én d€ dirng diy. G6t chan phai dau
nhw sép rach toac ra. Nhung con dau da ctru cdu. May la cdu con cam nhén
dwoc con dau. Ciu woce gi ¢6 the' ngét di vi dau. Khéng dugrc. Ciu phai tim
ho.

Khi cdu di vé hwdng cac d6ng doi cia cau da chay, ciu thd’y bong lwng
cta con rong. Nhirng chd bi ngon Ita thiéu rui déu c¢6 vét Idm xudng, dwdi
dé6 la da tan chay thanh nhitng viing Tdy. C4u c6 th€ hinh dung ra dworc stc
manh ctia ngon Itra. Ching khong chi bi€n nan nhan thanh tro bui. Néu bi
tan cong tryee ti€p thi ngay t¢i da'u chan cling chflng con.

Né&u vay thi ciu s€ khong the’tim dwoc cac dong doi nira.

Khong dwoc nght nita. Khong dwoc nghi dén nhirng thir ngu ngoc. Di
chuyén. Hay bdt co thé minh di chuyén. Ddu tién phdi di chuyén da. Sau dé
maoi dén nhitng thir khdc.

Haruhiro khong th€ nao mao hi€m di ngay phia sau con rong. Qua nguy
hi€m. Cau quyét dinh di dwong vong. Con rong c6 th€ dang tim ki€m thi
gi d6. C6 th€ cac dong ddi cha cau da trdn dwore d€n noi nao day roi. Co
th€ con rong ltra vin dang dudi theo. Néu ciu chay dwong vong dén phia
triede no, co the ciu s€ gip dwoe moi nguoi.

Dung vay. Van con hi vong. Khong phai 1a khong c6.

Haruhiro ¢& ging di chuyén sao cho luén nhin thdy con rong nhung
khong & qua gan hay qua xa. Dia hinh & day la ké thu cua ciu. Puong g6
ghé, khong bang phang O nhitng chd bj 16m xudng ma ciu dang dinh di
qua, dung nham trao ra. Ludn c6 salamander [ki gidong Itra] trong cac dong
dung nham &Y.

Né&u khong con nhin thd'y con rong Ira nira, ciu 1ap tirc roi vao hoang
loan. Cu 161 tri va bj bong hét chd nay dén chd kia. Minh nén nhdy vao ho’
dung nham nay roi két thiic moi chuyén. Ctt chd'c chdc cdu lai nghi vé diéu
do.

Khi nhin thdy con rong lta tré lai, cAu nhw dwoce ti€p thém diing khi.
Con rong kia roi. Cau cam thdy yén tim, thAm chi con thodng né nu cwoi.



“... Cdc cau van con sdng chir? Moi nguoi.”

Khong dworc nghi ngor. Minh nghi ngo tiec la minh da thua. Thua? Thua
gico?

Thua chinh minh, chic vay.

Thua chinh trdi tim yéu dudi cia minh.

Tuy khong tw nhdn la minh manh mé, nhwng minh lai yéu dudi dén vay
sao? Minh dinh triwdng thanh hon chiit dinh, vdy ma sao chwe? Cdi thwc t&
ddng budn nay. Qud la 1oi té.

Minh nghi la minh da trwéng thanh w? Minh nghi minh co thé lam
dwgc? Trwdng thanh w? Ki vong & bdn than? Cudi cung, minh vdn chi la
mot dwa tam thwong. Minh la dira khong co gi cd. Tai nang w, khong co.
Minh chi biét c6” gdng vi khong con cdch nao khdc. Minh da lam nhitng gi
¢ thé lam. Nhwe vdy la chwa di sao? Chdc van dé khong phdi la dii hay
khong dii. Ciing chi la ldng phi ma théi. Di minh c6 né lwc dén dau, cé
gdng hét sikc di chdng nita, thi ciing déu cd gici han.

Minh da nghi minh cé thé lam diéu gi dé sao? Chdc vdy? That mec
cwol. Nhin vao thwe t& di. Minh biét ngay tw ddu ma. Minh khong thé tro
thanh ai khdc ngoai chinh minh cd. Minh khong thé tro thanh thw gi do
vieg't tréi hon minh. Minh chi ¢ thé la minh. Minh mong manh, yéu ot va
khong hé thay doi. Du sao thi ciing khong thé’ thay doi dwoc. Minh khong
thé’nao thay doi diroc.

Minh nhd bé, khé sé, madi bdam theo thie gi do, di gio minh van dang
song nhwng chéng biét con co thé’kéo dai dirorc bao ldu.

Dady la minh.

Qud du roi, két thiic moi chuyén thoi.

Nhin kia, con rong dang & rdt xa. Chay dén trwoc no w? Khong the’
nao. Dau qud. Khong chi got chan phdi. Ché nao ciing dau. Minh khong
mudn di. Minh khong thé’di chuyén dwoc nika roi.

Minh sé ¢ day thoi.

Ngoi xudng va o yén day.

Thuyc t€’, Haruhiro da khoanh chén lai va ng61 nhw vay kha lau.

“...Nguoi binh thweong &y ma...”



Thdt budn cwoi. That la. Néu minh da bé cudc voi chinh minh, sao
khong bo mdc moi thie luon di? Sao minh khong thé lam thé? Khong,
dwong nhién khong thé’. Minh ciing khong thé quyét tam nhw vdy dwoc.
Minh chinh la nhw vdy. Thdt qud tdm thwong. Minh ciing chdn ghét chinh
minh.

Minh mudn tro thanh mot ngwoi ddc biét? Thdt vdy? Néu co the. Minh
ngwong mo cdc thién tai. Souma va Kemuri, hay chu Akira va Miho, thdm
chi la Tokimune va nhom ciia anh &y, cd Renji nita. Bon ho déu tuyét voi.
Minh woc gi minh dwoc nhw ho. Minh chi biét nght vdy thoi. Po la diéu
khong thé’. Lam thé nao dé’san ldp khodng cdch giita minh va ho. Khong co
cdch nao. Minh khong thé’lam gi diwgrc. Khong thé co bat cw thie gi. Minh
biét, nhuwng minh sé chét ma khong bao gio, dit chi mét ldn, tro thanh
ngwoi dac biét. Mot cudc doi nhw vy sao? Co don va budn tii. Ma ciing
chcv;ng sao.

Dui la mét cude doi nhwe thé nao, do la cudc doi chi duy nhdt minh moi
co, khong phdi no ddc biét va khong thé’thay thé dwoc sao?

Khong cén phdi so sdnh voi ngwoi khdc. So sdnh voi ngwoi khdc thi
chi ¢co mot tiéu chuan de’ma ddnh gid. Diéu quan trong nhadt la minh nght
thé’nao.

Minh khong biét chdc phia triede sé ra sao nhwng minh cdm gidc moi
chuyén sdp két thiic. It nhat, minh ciing nén tw chiic phiic cho cudc doi vé
nghia nay cua minh.

“... Lam nhw minh c¢6 th€ vy, d6 ngu.” Haruhiro 1am bam.

Cau muon sdng mot cudc doi cé the won ngue trede bat ki ai. Cau
mudn tré thanh mdt ngwdi c6 the hanh dién vé ban than minh. Pang nao thi
cdu van xem nhe ban than, ludn bao bién rang cai thing nhw minh thi chi
dén thé thoi, ring minh di cd hét sitc theo cach riéng va tw cdm thay hai
1dong, nhung 16t cuc, qua nhién, ciu van chwa 1am hét nhirng gi minh c6 thé,
chi ntra voi, néi ding ra la khdong hay ho gi ca, va du cho diéu d6 that dang
ghét, thi c6 18 moi chuyén ciing sip sira ha man.

T&i thi€u thi khong phai 1a Haruhiro nhin vé phia triedrc va nhic ban
than lam nhtng gi cé the, chi 1a né€u ct ti€p tuc thé nay thi qua don dau.
Cau don thuin khong the€ ng6i yén nén budc 1ong phai ding diy. D6 1a sy
that. Du & trong trang thai khong thé€ néi 1a tinh thidn minh man, nhung ciu



van rung minh b&i cdm gidc ¢6 thir gi dAm t¢i. Haruhiro 1in vé phia triedc
ma khong hé nhin lai. Thit gi d6 roi xudng ngay & dang sau.

b€ tranh khong phai ding gét chan phai, cdu 18y chan trai lam try roi
quay nguwoi lai va rdt thanh stiletto ra. P61 thd cda Haruhiro vung thir vii
khi trong nhe mot cay dao rya dai vé phia ciu. Haruhiro khong hin 1a da
nghi n€u minh khong tranh cho mwot thi s€ dinh don. Co’ the€ ciu ty phan
trng. Haruhiro lao d4u vao phan than dudi ctia d6i tha. Khi cau c& dam hin
bang thanh stiletto, d5i phwong nhay ra sau va tranh dwoc. Haruhiro xdng
lén ma khong budn suy nghi xem ddi phwong la ai, tai sao chuyén nay lai
xdy ra. Haruhiro nhan ra khong chi thanh stiletto ma cdu con dang nim chit
con dao ¢6 cdn bao vé bén tay trai khong biét tir lic nao. G6t chan phai van
dau. S& 13 gid d&i néu néi rang ciu khdng hé cdm nhan dwoc con dau
nhwng né khéng lam cdu ban tdm nwra. Ciu tan cong.

Tan cong. Cau dang tdn cong. Vi khi cia d6i phwong dai khoang mot
mét hai, tiec 1a ¢6 tAm v&i xa hon thanh ki€m cua ciu. Theé hinh d6i
phwong ciling cao 1on hon, Haruhiro khé ¢6 the ¢cam cy néu dung Swat
[Pap ru6i]. Haruhiro bi€t diéu nay nho ban nang, khong phai do phén tich
tinh hudng roi dwa ra k&t luan. Cau can thu hep khoang cach d€ tan cong.
P&i phuong chi né. Hin c6 vii khi nhung dang & tinh trang ban khod than.
Xét V& ngoai hinh, hin c¢6 vé& 12 mdt tén orc. Han gy hon orc & Waluandin.
Nhung c6 18 khong chi don gidn 14 gay. Co’ the hin trong nhu ciy cung bi
kéo ciing hét c¢&. Da hin khong phai mau xanh va ciing khong tron lang.
Chd nho 1én, chd nhin lai. C6 I8 d6 1a nhitng vé&t seo bong. Khong chi &
mot vi tri. Chiing & toan than. Pdi mit d6. Liéu hin c6 nhin thay gi khong?
C4 hai nhin ciu trdi phai déu tring da va vahn duc.

Khong biét hin ¢ nhin thay hay khdng, nhung mdi khi hin i lai, hin
déu tranh dong dung nham. C4c budc di chuyén clia hin that thanh thodt.
Hin c6 vé 1a k& am hi€u vo thuat. Qua thit, Haruhiro cir tin cdng va tdn
cong con t€n orc lién tuc phong thi. Nhwng nhw vdy khong cé nghia Ia
Haruhiro day lui dwoc hin. Hin van c¢6 co hdi. Khd nhiéu.

Haruhiro nhw dang bi ép phai tdn cong. Néu khong tdn cong, cau s€ la
ké bi tdn cong. N€u bi tdn cong, kha nang cao la Haruhiro sé khong thé bao
vé minh. N&u khong phai vi vét thwong & gét chan phai, c6 1€ Haruhiro da
thir chay thoat than, nhwng bay gio thi khdng the vi cdu thdm chi con chéng
th€ chay mot cach binh thwong. Néu ¢6 thé néi chuyén véi nhau thi t6t,



nhung viéc d6 khong the xdy ra. Du khong c¢6 dy cam gi vé mot chi€n
th:flng, nhung chién da'u la lga chon duy nha't luc nay.

Chi c6 mot trong hai két cuc. Mt 1a gi€t, hai 1a bi giét.

DAy khong phai lic d€ tinh todn phan trim chién thing nhung van c6
v6 sO suy nghi lwét qua dau Haruhiro. Dang di cta d&i phwong kha dac
biét. Hén di bang cdc dAu ngén chan. Phin d6 trong nhw hit chit 18y miit
da't. Co th& hén cyce ki linh hoat. Hén diing dao chi bing tay phai. Tay trdi
ctia hin tham chi con khong dit 1én con dao. N6 trong khong gidng dugc
lam bang kim loai. La d4 sao? Cé vé né dwge déo tir da. Cay dao dai d6 hin
dwoc 1am hoan toan bing tay. Hin song & ddy sao? Hén in udng nhw the’
nio? C6 th€ sdng duwoc trong moi tredng nay sao? Hén sdp tdn cong roi
day.

Kia, hdn t6i roi.

G4 orc xoay ngwdi, i mot gée chéo. Hin dam dao ra phia trude.

Haruhiro khong 1ui lai. Cau khong tranh dwore. Cau d'on hét sirc d€ tung
chiéu Swat [P4p ru6i] bang con dao c6 cdn bio vé. Cau khong thé xai chiéu
nay lién tuc dwo'c nhung néu chi mot nhat thi...

Ning that. Strc manh ctia ga orc thit khong th€ dua... nhwng Haruhiro
da danh bat dwore don clia hin. Céu 13p tirc chuyén sang tdn cong nhung gi
orc di nhe nhang lbi vé phia sau va hoi nhin mit. Hin cudi sao? Puoc
thoi. C cuoi di.

Haruhiro khéng cwoi. Minh sé tdn cong. Cau tién lai gan, gio’ cao thanh
stiletto. Con dao c6 can bao ho ciing luén hwdng vé phia han. Cau bigt. Ciu
biét ma khdng can suy nghi. Ga orc dang tha’y thich thid. Hin c6 18 1a mot
ké 1ap dj ngay ca trong dam orc. Hén thich thd va mudn tin huwdng cudc
chién d&n cling. Gi orc ¢6 1& dang cd tinh bat Haruhiro phdi tung hét sitc,
va khi hén tha’y thod man, hin s& giét ciu. N&u diing nhw vdy, co hoi chién
thing mong manh ctia Haruhiro chi ¢6 & d6 ma thdi.

Cin ban, Haruhiro cling da dung hét strc. Cau khong th€ di chuyén
nhanh hon hay vung ki€m manh hon. Pa @én gidi han roi. Duy tri thé nay
chi t6 mét moéi, Haruhiro ciing s€ y&u di. Cau khong th€ cam hoa cudc
chién nay. Thoi gian cang trdi di, cor hdi cang it, Haruhiro s€ phai tdn cong.
Ga orc c6 1€ ciling bi€t diéu nay. N&u ca hai ti€p tuc tdn cong roi lai tdn
cong, thi van may, cuc dién va cac y€u t& khac s€ giam dan d€ roéi cudi



cliing, k& manh nhat dinh s& 14 k& thing. Va, trong tredng hop 4y, k& thing
s& khong phai Haruhiro ma Ia hén.

b6 1a 1i do trede khi dé€n cuc dién cudi cung, Haruhiro phai 1iéu minh
phan thing bai. Puong nhién, gi orc cling biét rd diéu nay. Hin dang cd du
dd ciu.

Trong hin nhr mudn néi, chién thoi.

Lai day, lai day nao.

Cau khong nhin thdy dwong ké d6. Treéc mit Haruhiro 13 mot cdy cau
manh mai vO hinh va ciu khong c6 lwa chon nao khac ngoai budc qua. Ga
orc dirng bén kia cdu. Ga bi€t Haruhiro sé t&i va khong th€ cho' dori hon
nita khoanh khic d4nh bai Haruhiro. Co hdi chién thing ctia Haruhiro c6
th& khdng hoan toan bang khong nhung ciing gan nhwr vay. Dul vdy, cdu van
s€ budc qua cy cau.

Vi cdu khong con lya chon nao khac? Vi cau budc phai lam vay?

Khong.

Khong phdi vay.

Do la vi minh muon song. Minh khong mudn chét. Minh khong thé’ chét.
Minh sé giét hdn va song. Song. Song. Séng vi minh xieng ddng dwoc nhie
vdy. Minh sé ha hdn. Minh sé thing. Pworc, bwdc qua cdy ciu thoi...

Assault [Cwong kich].

Haruhiro cho ring minh di dung hét sttc nhung c6 1€ cdu da nham. Cau
ngac nhi€n v&i chinh ban than. Ciu khong ngo minh ¢6 th€ di chuyén
nhanh dén th&. Nho' d6, van may dang nghiéng vé phia ciu, c6 vé nhw ciu
c6 th€ viro't 1én trén ca ki vong clia ga orc danh cho minh. Haruhiro dé dang
ti€p cin ving bung hin. Sau d6, cdu dién cudng ddm hin bing thanh
stiletto va con dao c¢6 can bao hd. Ga orc nhanh chéng nang dau gdi bén
phai 1&€n hong ty vé. Haruhiro dam toac cdi chan phai do ra, roi chém lia lia
va dan sdu vao. Hin vé&i tay trai dinh dm 14y Haruhiro d€ khod don tin
cong cua cdu. Haruhiro méc k&, dung thanh stiletto khoét vao bung hén.
Con dao c6 can bao ho thi ddm vao nach bén phai cua ga orc. Cau dang &
th&’ c6 th€ ddy hin ngi xudng.

G4 orc quip hai chan ghi chit 14y ngwdi Haruhiro va tim téc ciu bang
tay trdi. Sau d6 ga ddp manh cén cua con dao d4 1én dau Haruhiro. C4 th¢’
gidi clia cdu chao ddo. Tuy nhién, ciu van ti€p tuc xody siu thanh stiletto



vio co th€ gi orc. Con véi con dao thi ciu van lyc, c& cit lia canh tay phai
clia gd tir phan vai. Cdu cén vao c& hidn. C4u cén xé da, thit vi cic mach
mau. M4u trdo ra. Hon cd 4m, mdu hdn néng hdi. Haruhiro ti&p tuc cén vao
cac vét thwong hé. Ga orc hét 1€n. Haruhiro khong kéu mot ti€ng nao. Tiéu
diét, tiéu diét. Tao sé tiéu diét may, tiéu diét may, tiéu diét may dén khi tao
khong thé civ dong dwoc nita. Song, séng, tao sé song, tao chdc chdn sé
song. Thing, tao sé thing va song. Tao sé song. Giét hay bi giét, song hay
chét, tao khong phdi ngwoi sé chét, ma la may.

Dori chit, hinh nhw minh co the’ dwng lai dwoc roi...?

Khoéng, chwra dwgc. Thém mét chiit nira. Haruhiro khong dwng lai cho
dén khi mau chay ra tr ngwedi hin chi con 4m &m. Lic Haruhiro biét ring
hén da chét hin, moi sirc manh nhw bi€n ma't khdi co’ th€ va cau oa khdc.
Cau c6 cam giac minh da khoc ra't nhiéu.

Théng r6i. Haruhiro da thing. P&i thi clia cAu manh that. N&u chi xét
vé strc manh, hin chic chin trén co Haruhiro. C6 1& manh hon twong do1i.
Nhung tai sao Haruhiro lai c6 thé thing dwoc vay?

Cau khong nghi do1i tha da té ra ki€u ngao. Ga orc cling khong h€ thi€u
canh gidc. Nhung chic hin, gd nghi ring sttc manh cia ddi tha chi bang
bon, ndm phéan sirc manh ctia ban than. Haruhiro cling nghi nhw vay. Tuy
nhién, vio nhitng gidy phiit cudi cling, Haruhiro da c& ging bS sung thém
mot chit vao nam phian do6 va diéu &y da quyét dinh két qua cua cudc chién
nay. Qud thyc, Haruhiro da ddnh cworc. Moi thit dién ra ding nhu k& hoach.
Pay 12 mdt tran toan thing. K& y&u di thing ké manh, ty gianh chién thing
bang chinh kha ning ctia minh, khéng can su hd tro cta ai.

Haruhiro nhin xuéng xac cta ké thua cudc. Cau mudn biét ro vé doi
phwong. Gi orc cao khodng hai mét hai. Khong th& cin hin 1én duwoc
nhung chéc ciing phai hon mot trim can. C6 th€ khodng mot trim hai muoi
hodic ba mwoi can. To that. Hin trong manh khanh nhwng vin rat to 1omn.
Khip co the hin 12 seo bdng. Tham chi c6 cd seo & dau ngén chan. C6 khi
12 hin da co tinh 1am minh bj bdng nhu vay. C6 gi d6 dwoc khic vao cdi
rang nanh dang nhe ra. Hinh nhw la rong.

Haruhiro xem xét @6 dac ctia gi orc. Hin c6 thit lung quanh eo, gén tii
dung v&i bao ki€m. Hin mang mdt thi trong nhw nhan mau vang, bon tAm
gi d6 tya vdy mau den, va mdt con dao nhd. Haruhiro 127y ta't ca.



Mit gi orc con mé, Haruhiro vudt mét hin roi chip tay lai. Nghi vay
thi that ki la nhwng Haruhiro cam thady ga orc nay da chia sé cudc sdng voi
minh. Nh&’ ¢6 hdn ma Haruhiro dwoc séng. Ciu cam tha’y nhu vay.

A thi, Haruhiro ciing dang thAm tim kh&p minh m4y, va & trang thdi khé
ma tim dwoe chd nao trén ngwoi khong dau nhirc. Mang s6ng Haruhiro
nhan dwoc chic ciling s& sém can kiét ma thdi. Du vy, cau vin dang song.
Vi cdu con sdng, c6 nhirng viéc cau nén lam, ding hon la nhirng viéc cau
rat mudn lam, va nhirng vi€c cau khong cé lya chon nao khac ngoai phai
lam.

Cau mudn gap lai cic dong ddi cia minh. Cau khong may may nghi
hay ki vong rang, dwong nhién la ho vdn 6n thoi, chic chin bon minh sé
héi ngd, nhung tom lai, cdu mudn gap moi ngwoi. Cau quyét dinh s€ di tim.
Cho dén khi sy song nay k€t thuc, ciu s€ ti€p tuc tim.

Bo gi orc lai phia sau, Haruhiro budc di. Bi dwore mot ldc, ciu ngodi lai
va th@y I salamander [ki gidong Itra] da bu kin xac chét ctia ga orc. Khong
phai d€ mia mai nhwng Haruhiro nghi ddy 1a cach két thic tot thi hai ma ga
c6 th€ dwore nhan. Cach t6t nhé't cd 1€ 1a thach thirc rong Iva r'oi b hoi thd
ryc Itva clia né nwdng thanh than hodc tré thanh bira an cho né. Nhwng diéu
Ay da khong d&n véi hidn dwoe niva roi.

Haruhiro khong bi€t phai lam gi. Pén ca phwong hwdng cling hoan toan
mu tit.

MBai khi bat gip béng dang rong Itka nho nhd & phia xa, ciu lai tha’y
nhw dwore ti€p thém sirc manh, va ty nhién mim cwoi.

Khi con dau va sy mét mdi khién cidu khdng thé buwdc ti€p ntra,
Haruhiro ngoan ngodn ngdi xudng nghi. Thinh thodng, cdu ciing nim
xudng. Néu ciu khong th€ tinh lai dwoe thi né s€ 1a nhw theé. Cau chap
nhan di€u &y. Song ¢6 1€ chuyén do sé khong xdy ra. N&u ma't di y thirc thi
dwong nhién ciu chang th&’ 1am gi. Nhung cho dén ldc d6, ciu tin chic wdc
nguyén cda ciu s€ khong tan bién.

Minh muon gdp lai cdc dong doi.

Minh khong cdm thdy xdau ho’vé nhigng gi minh da trdi qua.

Qud nhién, minh khong muén 1é loi mét minh. Minh thdy cé don lam.

Haruhiro da vai Man bat tinh chir khong phai 1a ngt thiép di. Mdi Tan
thirc ddy, c4u lai thd'y vui mirng. CAu van con sdng. Ciu van cdn c6 the tim



ki€m.

Hinh nhw minh da tieng di dén chan troi goc bé nhw thé’nay. La chuyén
tw khi nao nhi?

Trén chiéc xe dap... Xe dap w...?

Minh khong biét nita. Minh co thé’ di dén dau day? Khong phdi co thé di
deén badt cw dau a? Tw lic nao nhi? Ding roi. Thir kia, rdt hay xudt hién.
Céu vong. La lic troi vira tanh mwa. Minh dd@ ngdm nhin cdu vong, cu
vong hom dé bat dau twr dau va két thiic & ddu thé nhi? Minh sé tim bdng
dwgc cho ma xem.

Liic do minh da bo cudc gitwa chirng nhi. Nhieng néu la bdy gior, minh
s€ khong bo cudc. Minh sé di khi con co the. Du trong liic do cdu vong co
bién mat di chdng nita, chi can doi dén khi no xudt hién tro lai la on thoi.

Khi nhdm mdt lai, 6i chao..., thdy ré thdt day.

Cdu vong.

Chiéc cau vong bdy mau dang vdt ngang bau troi phwong xa.

Tién vé phia cdu vong thoi. Minh sé di bat cw ddu de’ tim kién ddi cdu
vong do.

Cau mé mét sau khi cdm thady mdt con dia chan, con rong dang &
khoang cach kha gan. Gan d&n mic ciu c6 th€ nhin 1én va thad'y né. Cau
dinh vAy tay nhwng lai thoi. Ndm yén thoi nao. Minh ciing cé cdm gidc sdp
bi no gidm bep. Néu chuyén xdy ra nhw thé thi sé la nhw thé, danh chiu
thoi.

Cau nhim mét lai, ngdm nhin ciu vong hom d6.

Khong biét con rong da di khoi tw lic nao.

CAu con sdng. Van con song. Nhung toan than ciu ra't ning né. Ning,
hodc néi 1a u€ odi thi ding hon.

Nght mot chiit sé do hon. Puing. Minh nén nghi mot liic.

Cau tim dwoc mot chd t6t. La mot cdi ho'c. Khong bi€t vi sao nhung
chd nay khd mat. Kha? Khong, ra't mat. Cau tha’y that ki diéu khi da't ¢6 the
mat nhw thé ndy. O ddy chd nao ciing néng.

CAu d4n nhan ra 12 minh dang bo. D sao thi di vin kh6 hon. Bo ciing
khong phai dé dang gi nhung van hon 1a 18 bude.



Cdi hé/’c nay kéo dai dén tgn dau nhi? Phia trwoc cd thé van con.
Nhwng chdc minh & day théi. Ché nay dwoc roi... DOt nhién, béng tdi hoan
toan bao phu 18y cau.

Cau dwong nhw c6 chit ki (rc mo h'd, rang trong lic d6 ciu di nghi,
“Thé& 1a hé&t r'oi.” VAy ma cdu lai bing tinh. Cé vé minh vdn con séng. Dai
ghé.

Song nghia la khong chét ma.

Céu khong th€ civ dong, thdm chi 1a mét ngén tay. Chi thé thoi cling
khoé khan hét bi€t. Trang thai d6 kéo dai dai dang va cdu khong tha’y chuit
trién vong h'di phuc ndo, nhung dot nhién, cdu nghi ring minh sip tinh day
du’qc, va chi v&i ¥ dinh thir xem sao, ciu da thuc sw lam dwoc. Thé nay
chdc con mat nhiéu thoi gian cho 10 liic chét. Chi con cdch song dén lic
do thoi sao? U, thé'thi song.

Vay nhwng, khi cdu 12y lai tw th& ng6i dwa lung vao vach dd, co thé
cau nhiin ra nhw th€ nhirng phan quan trong nha't da khong con ntra.

Minh khong thay cau vong.

O day 161 qud. No'i nay thét 161.

... Dol chut, day la dau...?

Mot cdi hoc.

Mot cdi hoc mdt lanh?

Cau quay mat v€ phia aYy.

D6 chdng phdi la... mot cdi 16 sao?

“...Ching c6 nh&?”

Xung qu:anh t6i om, mat ciu nhoé di va nhin khong rd, nhung c6 1& 1a
mot cdi 16. O dudi ddy hoc 6 mot cdi 16 dwong kinh khodng hai mét. N6
khong thang dirng ma hoi nghiéng. Cau khong nghi day chi 1a mét cai hang
rong don thuan. N6 mat lanh. Khong binh thwong. B&i vi ciu dang & trén
mot ngon nidi v&i dung nham phun trao khip noi. Haruhiro dang & ngay
phia trirdre cdi 10.

Day chic chén 12 167 di roi.

C4i 10 d6 dan t&i Grimgar.

“... Chuyén... chuyén nay...”

Minh co thé’ quay lai.



Grimgar.

“Pay la... cau vong...”

Mot ti€ng rén thoat ra tw ¢d hong Haruhiro... Cdi gi chie?

Cdi gi ma khoi ddu va diém két thiic ciia cdu vong. Lam gi ¢o cdu vong.
Ngay tw ddu dd khong co. Chi la do gidc ma thoi.

Ddng nao ciing khong dwoc. Gior minh thiee sw chang cir dong ndi nira
roi. Vd lai, vé mot minh roi sao nita? Khong dwoc. Phdi di cung cdc dong
doi cua minh.

Mot minh tim kiéim, mot minh dén dich thi cé y nghia gi ddu.

DPay la két cuc dworc chudn bi sdn cho minh sao?

Moi thir sé két thiic nhw thé nay a?

Thdt nhdm nhi.

... Nhweng, du chi la co 1€ thoi, néiw minh co lai dit chi mét chiit siec lwc
va ¢o thé bwoc tié}z, minh sé di tim ho. Cdc dong doi cua minh. Két cuc,
minh sé chét ma chang ai hay. Du do co la vo nghia, dit co kho dau hay kho
chiu, minh sé mong mdoi diéu gi do dé’song cho dén liic chét di. Minh sé tiép
tuc song.

Minh khéng chdc liéu minh c6 thé tinh lai lan nita khong. Minh ciing
khong nghi tinh ddy dwoc thi t6t ddau, nhieng néu co thé, minh van sé vit
lon ma khong ndn long.

Bdy gior, minh sé ngu.

Ucc gi ¢ ai do hdt ru cho minh nghe.

O mét minh tht la ddng ghet.

Minh mudn cé ai do & bén.
Al do.
... Lam on.

Chi cin ¢ day la dwoc roi.



“_..Hay tinh gidc.”

Mot gidc mo. Cau chéc chin minh dd nim mo. Giong néi d6... Cau
tung nghe th&y né. Giong cia mdt ngwoi dan 6ng. Giong ai nhi? Nhung
khong phdi 1a cau nghe tha’y né lic nay. Han la mot gid'c mo'.

Hinh nhw do gi méit ma hai mi mit cdu c& dinh chit vao nhau, muén
mé ra ciing kh. Cam tudng thé nao? Minh vin dang séng, chac vay? Pay
qua la mot diéu ki diéu. Nhung diéu nay la that sao? Hay day la thé gidi
sau khi chét? That khé ¢6 th€ khong nghi ngo’ cho dworc.

Cau nghe thdy am thanh gi d6. N&u khong phai do giac thi dé la ti€ng
budc chan. Du sao cdu van 14 mdt dao tic, ddu khong phai qud xuit sic
nhung ciu c6 th€ biét dwgc diéu nay. Ti€ng bwdc chan ti€n lai gan. Cua
nhiéu ngwoi. Khodng nam nguoi.

“AL7

Cau nghe thdy ti€ng goi. CAu cd nhac dau 1én va hudng d6i méit vé

phia c6 tiéng goi... Minh vdn con song.
“Haru...!” Merry lao dén. C6 do cau 1én, cham Yélo khuén mat cau.
Merry. Xinh dep thdt. Minh lai thdy thé thém lan nita. Um. Hét roi. Noi sao
nhi? Minh khong thé néi dwoc gi. Haruhiro gdng mim cuwdi. Cau khong
chéc ciu c6 the' 1am dwoc. Cau khong tu tin.

“Haru o1, Haru o1...!” La Yume.

“Haruhiro...!” Shihoru goi ciu.

“Haruhiro!” Ca Kuzaku ntra.

“Chém ha, chét tiét! That da’y a, khi gié6...!”

... Purng c6 néi khi gi6 nita thang kia. Ma théi ciing dieoc.

Khong, khong dwoc ma.

Khéng dworc cho lam.

“:l:é’ chwra tri cho ciu ludn day! Haru...! Cau c6 nghe thdy khong!? C&
1én! On ca r'6i! Moi nguoi déu & day!”

Haruhiro gat d4u, roi nhim mat lai.

Cau nhin thdy cau vong.



Lo1 bat

0i chgf ma’y game hanh dong ra't do. Li do 1a vi t6i khong the l1ap lai cac
dong tac giong nhau. Trong khi choi, ban s€ d4n nhdn ra quy lut: c t&i
thoi di€m nay thi chi ¢in danh theo ki€u nhat dinh l1a dd. Mt hai Tan nhw
vay thi toi van choi dwge, nhung nhiéu hon thé thi khé. Toi s€ ndy ra
nhirng ¥ twed'ng nghich ngom r'6i 1am khac di. Hén cdc ban cho rang day 1a
do tdi luyén tip chwa dd, cit choi nhi€u én r'oi ciing s€ lam dwgc, phai
khong? C6 thé€ 1a vay, nhung thyc long ma ndi t6i cling do ludn vu gdp
quan 4o, khdng tai nao ma ga’p thanh nhirng hinh gidéng nhau ndi. Trir phi
t6i hét strc tip trung va ludn trr nhic nhé ban than minh, khong thi chuyén
nhw thé nay rat hay xay ra: O’ kia, ki cuc nhi, mwoi cdi 4o phdng c6 thiét k&’
na na nhau da bj t6i gd’p thanh chuc ki€u khac nhau. V&i do phdng, néu
khong dwoe gdp giong nhau thi khi x€p vao ti quan do s€ ra't bat ti€n. D6
16t va tat cling vdy. Nho' thé ma bén trong td quén do cla toi lic nao cling
12 mot dong hdn don. Chic diy 1a ban chat, hodc néi diing hon 1a van dé
Ve cdu tao b0 ndo cua to6i mat roi. Nao bo cua tdi dwoe hinh thanh theo cai
cach quai quy gi vy ch? T6i rat thich cic game hanh dong nhip vai
(Action Roleplaying game), nhung lai choi d& t€, qua 1a ¢6 mot ndi budn
khong hé nhe & day.

A, toi dang viét 11 bat nay vao ngay 24 thang Mudi Mét, ciing con mét
thoi gian nita m&i bt dau khéi chi®u anime “Grimgar - Ao nh va tro tan”,
ma thyc ra ciing sdp roi. Hom trudce, t6i dwoe quan st qua trinh After
Recording!’l. C6 vé day s& 1a mot bo anime 1t tuyét, tdi mong ngdéng qua
di ma't. T6i cling hoc hdi dwoe nhi€u sau budi hdm d6. B manga “Grimgar
- Ao 4nh va tro tan” ma chj Okubashi Mutsumi dang dang trén Gangan
JOKER! v& co ban ciling bdm sat ¢dt truyén trong ti€u thuyét, nhung ¢
vai chi ti€t nhd dwoc bi€n tdu hoi khic, diéu nay ciing lam t6i thay cé
dong Iwc nhiéu. Tdi phdi c& ging véi bo ti€u thuyét hon méi dworc.
Grimgar cling m&i bit dau thoi.



Nhém Haruhiro chi c6 th€ tién 1én nhiéu 1im 13 ting budc mot. Vi
tinh hinh nay, t6i cling khong ty tin 1dm vé viéc ho c6 th€ di dwoc tdi dau,
va li€u ho c¢6 thyc sy dat chan dwgc dé€n noi d6 hay khong. Nhwng chi can
tiép tuc ti€n I1én, con dwong chic chin s& mé ra vé&i ho. Tam thoi, khong
phai trong d4u t6i khong dy twdng s&n di€m két thic cho hanh trinh A%y. TAt
ca moi thr déu phu thudc vao ho, nén ciing ¢6 th€ ho sé t&i dwore mot noi
hoan toan khac, nhwng thdi, lic d6 tinh sau. T6i cling dy ki€n d€ cho nhirng
nhan vat chwa ¢6 co hoi xudt hién téi gio dwoc 16 dién dan dan, nén céac
ban hay d6n cho nhé.

M¢oi d6 ma da hét gidy roi. Toi xin dwgee givi 1oi cdm on chan thanh va
sdu sdc nhat t&i bién tap vién K, hoa si Eiri Shirai, cac nha thiét k& cua
KOMEWORKS, cac do61 tac da tham gia vao qué trinh sang tao, hoan thién
va ban cudn sach nay, cung cac doc gid hi€n dang cam cudn sich nay trén
tay. Nay t0i xin dwore phép dwng bit tai ddy. Ra't mong dworc gip lai cac
ban.

Ao Jyumonji



' Loai treong ¢6 mot dau dwore cham trd, tao hinh.

(2] Binh thwong ta hay néi “chd nude sau”. O ddy xwong tran ngap nén
tac gia dung chtr “xwong sau”.

3] Khdc véi ledi ki€m, ricasso 12 phan khong dwgre mai sic, do vay
nguwoi st dung ¢ th€ cAm tay vao phin gbc nay va lam ting chiéu dai cla

canh tay don.

[4] Wan-chan thudng dwoc nguoi Nhit dung d€ goi ché mot cach than

mat.

5] Dao gidim nhd.

[6] Kigu ng'6i quy trén hai g&i, mong dit trén hai gét chan.

7] La viéc ghi am riéng 1&i thoai clia dién vién sau khi cdc canh da
dwoc quay xong.

[8] Tén mot tap chi shounen manga (truyén tranh hwéng t&i nam thiéu
nién) phat hanh hang thang.
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