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THAN GUI QUY PHU HUYNH VA QUY
THAY cO GIAO,

hting ta vin thudng 1dy 1dm ngac nhién ring d6i khi
C nhiing diéu tudng chiing nhu nhd bé, binh di va hét stic
don gian lai c6 thé cé Anh hudng rat 16n dén con tré.
Trong bd sich nay, tac gid Ken Spillman hoan toan khong gido
duc cic em theo mét khudn miu 1é gido cling nhac, ma thay vao
dé, 6ng da dung chinh gdc nhin cda tré thd dé biéu dat rd nét
nhiing cdm xtc, su nhay cdm va chiéu siu suy nghi trong méi
tinh hudng cudc sdng hang ngay ma cac em cé thé di, dang va
sé gap, song chua cé cach cu xt hay suy nghi thich hgp.

Bo sich THAN DPONG TIENG ANH - BE HOC LE GIAO 14 nhiing
cau chuyén ddi thudng, sinh ddng gitip cdc em hiéu rd ring
nhiing chon lya, nhiing 16i hua, nhﬁtng cach cu xu tuy nhd
nhtmg sé gop phan 16n trong viéc xay dung nén tinh cach, 1é
gido clia moi ngudi.

Mbi nhan vat ti hon sé thuit lai cAu chuyén va cach gidi quyét
tinh hudng ctia riéng minh, tit d6 cic doc gia nhi sé cé thé nhin
nhan lai ban than, hoc hdi thém diéu mdi. Nho vy, tinh cach
tich cuc siu tham trong cic em sé phat trién mot cach tu nhién.

Hon niia, c6 nhiéu nghién cttu cho rang vin hoc cé stic manh to
16n trong viéc dinh hinh tri tué va tdm hon ctia tré em. Theo hoc
gid Gates va Mark: “Théng qua canh ctta van hoc, chting ta dugc
budc vao mét thé gldl v6 hinh, mét thé gidi cho phép chung ta
c6 su nhin nhin, cdm théng, thau hiéu dén mic cudi cung sé
lam thay d6i chinh cach ching ta nhin nhéin ban thin vi cudc
song”.



Vi thé, diém dic biét nita clia bd sich nay ndm ngay chinh ban
than ciu chil tiéng Anh dudc chon loc tlt 5.000 tir vung cidn ban
danh cho tré em.

Mbi tap truyén chita gan 1.000 tl vung tiéng Anh théng dung
sé gitip cac em vira trau dbi von tit vita nang cao kha nang doc
hiéu va cach x{ ly ngén ti mang ddm tinh vdn hoc ctia minh.
Nhiing tit khé sé dudc in nghiéng dé cic em cé thé hoc thém.

T6i tin chic cdc em sé dat duge nhitng diéu nay qua bd sach nay
ctia Ken Spillman.

Tién si - Gido su phu td Myra Garces-Bacsal,
Diéu phdi vién Chuong trinh Thac si chdt luong cao

Hoc vién Gido duc Qudc gia, Singapore









CHAPTER 1 - CHUONG 1

{ ( um, canyou please come and help me?”

James was stuck with his homework - again.

M Mum looked up from Facebook. “Have you even

tried, James? Some questions might be a bit tricky,
but that’s the point of them. All they need is a little careful
thought.”

*%%
“Me 61, me c6 thé dén gitip con dudc khéng a?”
James lai bi “bi” véi bai tap vé nha.

TU man hinh Facebook, me ngudc nhin ciu. “Con di thd lam
chua viy James? Cé mdt sd cau hdi cé thé kha héc bia, nhung
nhu thé méi 1a cau héi chi. Tat ci nhiing gi chting can 14 con
suy nghi can than mét chit thoéi.”

James re-read the most difficult question. He understood each
and every word, but together, the words made no sense.



They obviously made sense to someone, or even to a whole lot of
people. James wished he was one of them but he wasn’t. It was
as simple as that.

Aok

James doc lai cAu héi khé nhat. Tl ndo ciu ciing hiéu, nhung
ghép chiing lai cung nhau thi chang cé nghia gi ca.

Chic chin may ciu nay 1a c¢d nghia véi ai d6, hay tham chi 1 véi
tat ca moi ngudi. James udc gi minh 1a mét trong sé d6, nhung
dau thé dudc. biéu nay dé hiéu ma!

bkl

He thought of Kane, a boy at school who just seemed to get
things. He thought of Hannah, his cousin. Auntie Linda said
Hannah would eat schoolwork for breakfast if she was allowed
to.

He thought of Dad, too. Everything was easy for Dad.

Aok

James nghi dén Kane, ciu ban hoc & trudng dudng nhu biét tat
cd moi thit trén ddi. CAu nghi dén c6 em ho Hannah. Di Linda
néi rang néu dude phép thi han con bé cé thé lam bai tap thay
cho ca bita sang.

C4u cling nghi dén ba. P6i vdi ba, moi viéc déu dé dang.
“Mum, I really don’t get what I'm supposed to do.”

Mum sighed, poured out two mugs of water and sat down beside
him. “Let’s try this one,” she said, pointing. “Read one sentence
at a time - aloud.”



At the end of the first sentence, Mum looked at James. “So, you
know what that means, right?”

“Me 0i, con thuc su khéng hiéu con can phailam gi.”
Me thd dai, rét hai ly nudc ro6i ngdi xudéng canh ciu. “Minh thit
lam cdu nay xem!”, me ndi va chi vao ciu héi. “Con doc to tliing

cau moét 1én di!”

Khi James doc xong ciu thi nhat, me nhin ciu. “Con biét ciu
nay muodn noi gi, dung khéng nao?”

“Kind of,” James replied.
“Read on.”

Suddenly, everything clicked. “Ohh, now I see,” James said.
“Thanks, Mum.”



“I didn’t DO anything, James. Can’t you see that? It’s the same
old story - if something even looks difficult, you switch off your
brain. Exactly when you should be switching it on!”

Hkx
“Mot chit a”, James tra 16i.
“Con doc tiép di.”

Bong nhién, moi thit déu sdng té. “O, gid thi con hiéu rbi!”, James
néi. “Cadm on me.”

“Me c6 LAM gi dau. Con khéng nhan ra van dé a? Chuyén nay ldc
nao cling vay - cu viéc gi tréng c6 vé khé khian, con lai ‘tat’ b

~ 2 N . o , . , . , A (1. A0 ,
nao cua minh di. Trong khi do lai chinh la Itc con can ‘bat’ néd
1én.”




Now Mum was grumpy. James wondered if it was because he’d
interrupted her Facebook time.

“If you're not going to complete that jigsaw puzzle you started
two weeks ago, put it away so I can use that table again,” she
told James later. “And why haven’t you finished putting away
your clothes? It’s no use doing things halfway!”

bkl

Me béng dung nhin nhé. James tu hdi khéng biét cé phai vi ciu
dd 1am gian doan thdi gian luét Facebook ctia me khong.

“Néu con khong dinh xép cho xong bé ghép hinh ma con di bat
dau tit hai tuan trude thi dep né di d@é me cé thé s dung cai
ban”, 14t sau me noéi véi James. “Con niia, tai sao con khéng xép
ndt 4o quan ctia minh di nhi? Chang ich gi khi ¢t 1am moi viéc
ntta voil”




Dad was good at sensing Mum’s mood.

“Is everything okay?” he asked, almost as soon as he arrived
home.

“Fine,” Mum said. “Everything’s fine.”

Dad swallowed hard and looked at James. “We’ll talk later,” he
told Mum.

Ba nim bit tAm trang cia me rat tii.
“Moi viéc 6n ca chir?”, gan nhu la via vé dén nha, ba d3 hoi.

“On cd”, me néi. “Moi viéc déu 6n.”



Ba nghen hong nhin James. “Chung ta sé ndi chuyén sau vay”, ba
noi véi me.









CHAPTER 2 - CHUONG 2

AD WANTED TO GET FIT. HE DECIDED THAT JAMES
D SHOULD GET FIT TOO.

“LET’S GO JOGGING,” HE SAID. “WFE’LL START BY RUNNING
ONCE AROUND THE PARK AND BUILD UP FROM THERE.”

JAMES LOOKED AT DAD AS IF HE HAD LOST ALL HIS COMMON
SENSE. “WHY?”

Aok

BA MUON KHOE MANH. BA QUYET DINH RANG JAMES CUNG
NEN REN LUYEN DE cO sUC KHOE TOT.

“CHUNG TA CUNG CHAY BO NAO”, BA NOI. “CHA CON MINH SE
BAT DAU CHAY MOT VONG QUANH CONG VIEN, ROI TU PO
TANG TOC NHE.

JAMES NHIN BA NHU THE BA LA NGUOI MAT TRi. “TAI SAO
A?))

“WELL,” DAD SAID, “I SIT IN AN OFFICE ALL DAY WHILE YOU
SIT DOWN IN CLASS. THEN WE SIT AROUND WHEN WE GET
HOME. WE'RE GETTING LAZY.”

“BUT, WE HAVE SPORTS AT SCHOOL!”

“NOT ENOUGH,” DAD REPLIED. “A HEALTHY BODY NEEDS
MORE.”

JAMES DIDN'T ARGUE. HE JUST HOPED DAD’S ENTHUSIASM
WOULD MELT AWAY ONCE HE WORKED UP A SWEAT.



JAMES DIDN'T LIKE SPORTS. KANE HAD TOLD HIM THAT
MOST SPORTS HAD BEEN INVENTED BY THE ENGLISH. BOTH
OF THEM WISHED THE ENGLISH HAD QUIT AS INVENTORS
AFTER THEY MADE THE FIRST FLUSHING TOILET.

Aok

“A THI”, BA NOI “BA NGOI SUOT NGAY TRONG VAN PHONG
CON CON THI NGOI HOAI TRONG LOP. ROI KHI VE NHA,
CHUNG TA LAI TIEP TUC NGOI. CANG NGAY CHUNG TA CANG
ULL”

“NHUNG & TRUONG TUI CON CUNG CO CAC MON THE THAO
MA!”

“CHUNG DO CHUA pU”, BA PAP LAIL “MOT cG THE KHOE
MANH CAN NHIEU HON THE.”

JAMES KHONG TRANH CAI NUA. CAU CHI MONG SAO NHIET
HUYET cUA BA SE TAN CHAY KHI NGUOT ONG PAM MO HOL.

JAMES KHONG THICH THE THAO. KANE TUNG NOI VOI CAU
RANG HAU HET CAC MON THE THAO LA DO NGUO'I ANH
SANG TAO RA. CA HAI PEU UOC GI SAU KHI TAO RA BON VE
SINH XA NUGSC PAU TIEN THI NGUOI ANH DUNG LAM NHA
PHAT MINH NUA.

Aok

AT FIRST, JOGGING WITH DAD WAS OKAY. BUT DAD WANTED
TO GO FURTHER AND FURTHER, AND JAMES COULDN’T SEE
THE POINT.

Aok

MOl DAU CHAY BO VOI BA CUNG PUGC. NHUNG BA CANG LUC
CANG MUON CHAY XA HON, XA HON NUA, VA JAMES THI



KHONG THE HIEU DPUGC SAO LAI THE.

TO JAMES, PUFFING WAS THE BODY’S WAY OF TELLING YOU
WHEN TO STOP. FOR DAD, IT SHOWED THAT THE GOAL OF
FITNESS WAS A LONG WAY OFF, AND ONLY MORE JOGGING
WOULD GET THEM THERE.

“IT°S NOT LIKE I'M GOING TO RUN A MARATHON,” JAMES
ARGUED. “THIS IS CRAZY!”

“NOW THERE'’S AN IDEA,” MUM TOLD DAD. “SOMETHING TO
WORK TOWARDS. IF I GET FIT TOO, WE COULD ENTER A FUN



RUN OR A HALF-MARATHON - AS A FAMILY!”

“T AM NOT GOING TO RUN A MARATHON. OR ANY PART OF A
MARATHON. I'M NOT EVEN GOING TO RUN AROUND THE
PARK ANY MORE. I GIVE UP, OKAY?”

bkl

pOI1 Vo1 JAMES, THO PHI PHO LA CACH CO THE THONG BAO
CHO BAN BIET PA DEN LUC DUNG LAI CON VOI BA, PIEU DO
CHUNG TO MUC TIEU KHOE MANH VAN CON CACH KHA XA,
VA cHI cO CHAY BO NHIEU HON NUA THI MOT DAT DEN PO
bUQC.

“pAU €O VE GI CON DINH THAM GIA CHAY MARATHON PAU
BA!”, JAMES TRANH LUAN. “PIEU NAY THAT NGO NGAN!”

“GIO cOY NAY NE”, ME NOI VOI BA. “PHAI CO MOT DIEU GIPO
DE HUSNG DEN. NEU EM CUNG cO sUC KHOE TOT CA NHA
CHUNG TA cO THE THAM GIA CHAY BO TU THIEN FUN RUN
HAY CHAY BO PUONG TRUGONG 21KM HALF-MARATHON!”

“CON SE KHONG THAM GIA CHAY MARATHON. HAY BAT cU
CAI GI LIEN QUAN DPEN MARATHON. THAM CHI CON CON
KHONG PINH TIEP TUC CHAY QUANH CONG VIEN NUA. CON
BO cuQc, DUO'C CHU?”

MUM AND DAD EXCHANGED A GLANCE.

“THAT’S FINE, JAMES,” DAD SAID. “YOU CAN GIVE UP. BUT
HERE’S THE THING - YOUR MOTHER AND I ARE A LITTLE BIT
WORRIED THAT YOU GIVE UP QUITE OFTEN.”

“SOMETIMES YOU NEED TO WORK AT THINGS,” MUM ADDED.
“THAT’S HOW WE LEARN. THAT’S HOW WE IMPROVE.”



bkl

ME VA BA LIEC NHIN NHAU.

“DUCC THOI JAMES A”, BA NOI. “CON cO THE BO cuQc.
NHUNG VAN DE & DAY LA BA VA ME CO CHUT LO LANG KHI
CON RAT THUGONG XUYEN BO cuQcC NHU THE.”

“pOI KHI CON CAN PHAI LAM DPEN CUN G”, ME THEM VAO. “DO
LA CACH CHUNG TA HOC HOI PO LA CACH CHUNG TA TIEN
BQ ”»

THE CONVERSATION WAS NO LONGER ABOUT JOGGING, AND
JAMES WAS CONFUSED BY THE TURN IT HAD TAKEN.

HE KNEW MUM WAS DISAPPOINTED WHEN HE DIDN'T
FINISH MAKING MODELS OR ABANDONED A JIGSAW PUZZLE



THAT WAS ONLY HALF COMPLETE. TO HIM, IT WASN'T A BIG
DEAL. WHY SHOULD IT BOTHER HER?

cuQc NOI CHUYEN KHONG CON XOAY QUANH VIEC CHAY BO
NUA VA JAMES CAM THAY HOANG MANG KHI BA ME CHUYEN
DE TAI NHU VAY.

CAU BIET ME THAT VONG KHI CAU KHONG HOAN THANH
TRO LAP RAP MO HINH HAY BO NGANG TRO XEP HINH. DOI
V31 CAU, CHUYEN DO CHANG LGN LAO GI NHUNG TAI SAO
CHUYEN Ay LAI KHIEN ME BUON BUC THE NHI?



MUM WASN'T FINISHED. “HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU
ASKED US TO HELP YOU WITH HOMEWORK YOU COULD
REALLY DO YOURSELF? YOUR TEACHERS SAY THE SAME
THING - THAT YOU'D DO MUCH BETTER IF YOU SET YOUR
MIND TO IT.”

“I TRY MY HARDEST,” JAMES SAID, BUT HE WAS NOT
ACTUALLY SURE WHETHER THAT WAS TRUE. “I JUST DON’T
WANT TO RUN MARATHONS, THAT’S ALL!”

“LIKE I SAID, FINE,” DAD SAID. THEN HE WINKED, TRYING TO
LIGHTEN THE MOOD. “I DON’T THINK I DO, EITHER.”

Aok

Me van chua néi xong. “Bao nhiéu 1an con nhd ba me gitip con
lam bai tip vé nha trong khi con thuc su ¢6 thé tu minh lam?
Thay 6 gido cling néi hét nhu vy - rang con cé thé 1am tot hon
néu con chiu dé tam tri vao d4.”

“Con da c6 hét stic r6i mal”, James néi, nhung ciu khéng thuc su
chac chan diéu dé c6 dung khéng. “Con chi khong muodn chay
marathon. Cé thé théi!”



“Thi ba di néi réi ma, khdng sao cal”, ba néi. Sau dé 6ng nhay
mat, cd gang lam tim trang ciu tudi tinh hon. “Ba cling khéng
nghila ba muén chay marathon.”









CHAPTER 3 - CHUONG 3

shopping for clothes - and it was no surprise when she

O n Sunday, Dad took James to a movie. Mum was
messaged Dad to say she needed a couple more hours.

“There’s only one thing to do,” Dad laughed. “Café time. Coffee
for me, cake for you.”

Awesome! James thought.

Aok

Cht nhat, ba dan James di xem phim. Me di mua sam quan 4o -
va chang co gi ngac nhién khi me nhan tin cho ba bao la me can
thém vai tiéng dong ho niia.

“Gio chung ta chi cé mét viéc @€ 1lam théi”, ba cudi to. “Quan ca
phé thang tién! Ca phé cho ba, banh ngot cho con.”

Tuyét cii meo! James tham nghi.



James ordered his favourite dessert - and it came with two
scoops of ice cream.

Dad sipped his hot latte. “You probably think that Mum and I
are a bit hard on you sometimes,” he said. “You're doing fine at
school and you’re a good kid. We're proud of you.”

James knew he should say “thanks”, but his mouth was full.

Eok okl

James goi moén trang miéng yéu thich - moén banh ngot kem 2
vién kem mat lanh.

Ba nham nhi ca phé latte néng. “Chic con nghi d6i khi ba me
qua khat khe véi con”, ba ndi. “Con hoc tot & trudng va con la
mot cau bé ngoan. Ba me rat ty hao vé con.”



James biét cdu nén néi “cdm on”, nhung miéng ciu lai dang day
kem.

“I'll tell you a story,” Dad carried on. “It’s a true story about your
mother’s family.”

“O-kay,” James thought. Family stories could be funny. If this
one wasn’t, the cake would make it better.

“Your Grandpa worked so hard that your mum didn’t see him
much. He ran deliveries all day and drove a taxi at night...”

“Mum has told me this, Dad - and so has Grandpa.”

Aok

“Dé ba ké con nghe mdt cau chuyén”, ba néi tiép. “Dé 1a cau
chuyén cé thit vé gia dinh ctia me.”

“Hay qud”, James nghi. Nhiing cau chuyén vé gia dinh chic vui
lam day. Ma du né khong vui thi mén kem lanh cling sé khién
nd tot hon.



“Ong ngoai di 1am viéc ban roén dén ndi me con khong gap. ong
thuong Xuyen duge. Ong di giao hang sudt ca ngay, con budi toi
thi 1ai taxi...

“Me da ké cho con nghe r0i, ba a - va 6ng cling ké nita.”

bkl

Dad raised one eyebrow. “Ah, but there are things I'm sure they
haven’t told you. Grandpa’s father, your great-grandfather... he
was the reason Grandpa needed to work so hard.”

That sounded interesting. “Why?”
“Because he was lazy. He inherited quite a lot of money and...”

“Wait, so we were supposed to be rich?” The idea made James’
mind race.

Aok

Ba nhudng may. “U, nhung cé nhitng diéu ba chic 1a me va 6ng
chua titng ké vdi con. Ba ctia 6ng ngoai, tic 1a 6ng cd cla con...
chinh 6ng dy 13 nguyén nhan khién 6ng ngoai phai 1am viéc cit
luc nhu vay.”

Cha, nghe c6 vé thu vi qua. “Tai sao a?”
“Bdi vi 6ng co6 ludi. Ong cd thita ké kha nhiéu tién va...”

“Khoan da ba, thé nghia la chung ta cling tung dudc xem la giau
c6 a?”. Y nghi nay khién dau 6c James nhanh nhay hin 1én.

bkl

“Nobody is supposed to be rich - and some people who are born
rich don’t understand that. Your Grandpa’s father didn’t. He



thought hard work was something that other people did. The
only thing he worked at was spending money.”

James grinned. He could be good at that kind of work too.
“Khong ai dudc xem 13 gidu cé ca - va mot sd ngudi sinh ra trong
canh giau sang khéng hiéu diéu nay. Ong cd chia con cling
khong hiéu. Ong nghi rang lam viéc cham chi 1a viéc ctia ngudi
khac. Viéc duy nhat 6ng lam la tiéu tién.”

James cuoi toe toét. Cau cling ¢ thé lam gidi loai cong viéc nay.

“There’s really nothing funny about it, James. Just ask your
Grandpa. Before he was your age, the family’s money was gone.



Mum’s grandmother had to cook hawker food while her
husband gambled away anything extra she brought home,
probably looking for an easy way to get rich again.”

Whenever Mum talked about Grandpa’s life, tears sparkled in
her eyes. Now, James could see why.

okl

“That su khéng cé gi tht vi vé chuyén nay dau, James a. Hiy hdi
éng ngoai con xem. Khi 6ng con nhd tudi hon ca con bay gid,
tién bac trong nha hét sach. Ba c6 clia con phai nau d6 in dé ban
hang rong, trong khi dng c6 nudng vao cic song bai con hon s6
tién ba kiém dudc, cé 1& 13 6ng mudn tim mot cach dé dang dé
giau c6 nhu xua.”

Bat ct khi ndo me tdm su vé cudc doi clia 6ng ngoai, mit me
cling 16ng lanh nudc. Bay gic, James da hiéu dudgc tai sao roi.

“When your great-grandfather died, there was no inheritance
for your Grandpa. He started from scratch. He worked to look



after his mother, and then his own wife, and then Auntie Linda
and your mum.”

“Grandpa’s the coolest,” James said.

Dad nodded. “You're right. And it was hard work that made him
that way!”

Aok

“Khi G ong co qua doi, khong cé bat ky tai san thita ké nao de lai
cho 6ng ngoai ca. Ong ngoal di bat dau tit hai ban tay tring.
Ong phai 1am viéc rat vat va dé cham séc cho ba c6, sau dé 1a ba
ngoai, va rdi dén di Linda va me con.”

“Ong ngoai 1a tuyét nhat!”, James néi.

Ba git dau. “Con néi ding. Va chinh lao déng vat va di 1am 6ng
trd nén tuyét vii nhu thé!”












CHAPTER 4 - CHUONG 4

ames was sharing the back seat of the car with enough
shopping bags to keep a recycling factory busy for a
week. Mum seemed content.

“I was telling James about your grandfather,” Dad said, steering
around the tight corners of the underground carpark. “About
how he made life tough for everybody.”

okl

James dang ng01 4] hang ghé sau xe 6 t6 cung v6i s0 lugng tui
hang héa @ dé nha may tai ché phai ban rén trong sudt mot
tuan. Me trong co vé rat vui.

“Anh vita ké cho James nghe vé 6ng em”, ba vita néi vita cua tay
14i vong theo nhiing géc hep ctia bai ddu xe dudi tang ham. “veé
viéc 6ng da khién cho cubc séng ctia moi ngudi khé khan nhu
thé ndo.”

“Really?” Mum said. “Why?”

Dad hesitated before replying. “Well... why not? Maybe there’s a
lesson in it for him - about diligence.”

“What’s diligence?” James asked.

There was no reply. Mum and Dad seemed to be having a
conversation that didn’t involve words.

bkl



“That a?”, me néi. “Sao vay anh?”

Ba ngip ngiing trudc khi tra 18i. “A... tai sao khéng? C6 18 trong
cau chuyén d6 c6é mét bai hoc tét cho con - vé tinh can cu.”

“Can culagia?”, James hoi.

Khong ai tra 18i cAu. Me va ba dudng nhu dang cé mot cudc ddi
thoai ngam vdéi nhau du khéng néi thanh tiéng.

Mum broke the silence. “There are things we could tell him
about your family too - not everybody in your family has been
so wonderfully diligent.”

Again, James spoke up. “What does diligent mean?”

“A diligent person keeps working at things,” Dad said. “He
doesn’t give up. Diligence means not being lazy.”



okl

Me pha v& sy im ling. “Cé mdt sb diéu vé gia dinh clia anh ma
minh cling c6 thé ké cho con nghe - khéng phai ai trong gia dinh
ctia anh cling déu can cu dén muc tuyét voi ca dau.”

Lan nita, James lai héi to hon: “Can cii nghia la gi a?”.

“M6t ngudi can cii sé ¢d gang 1am viéc tdi cing”, ba néi. “Anh ta
sé khéng bao gio bd cube. Can cu nghia 1a khong ludi biéng.”

At home, Dad announced he was going for a run. Without

saying a word, James put on his socks and slipped on his sports
shirt and shorts.

“I'm not making you tag along,” Dad said. “But if you want to,
that’s great!”

Aok



Vé dén nha, ba ndi ba sé ra ngoai chay bo. James khong nai gi,
cau langlé mang tat va mac v6i quan ao thé thao.

“Ba khong cé y dinh dé con chay theo dau”, ba néi. “Nhung néu
con muon thé thi that tuyét voi!”

bkl

Keeping up with Dad was hard. James pushed himself until he
felt he might vomit. Sweat dripped from his brow.

Finally, Dad stopped. “Nice work, James,” he puffed.
James couldn’t find enough air to reply.

bkl

That khé dé chay theo kip ba. James rang stic cho dén khi cau ¢
cam tudng nhu sip nén dén noi. M6 hoi chady thanh tiung giot
trén tran cau.

Cudi cling, ba diing budc. “Clt 1dm, James!”, ba ndi hon hén.

James hut hoi dén néi khong thé tra 15i.

While Dad was stretching his leg muscles at a park bench, he
spoke again.



“I know why you came with me,” he said.
James looked at Dad blankly.

“You're trying to prove that you're not lazy. That’s terrific. But
do you know what? Jogging isn’t the point - it’'s something I
decided to do, for me. What’s important is that you work hard
at the things you need to do. And every time you decide to do
something, you need to make certain you give it your best shot.
Does that make sense?”

James nodded. It did.

*%%
Trong ldc tip gidn cd chin & bing ghé cong vién, ba lai ndi tiép.
“Ba biét tai sao con chay cting vdi ba”, ba néi.
James ngay ngudi nhin ba.
“Con dang c6 chiing minh ring con khéng ludi biéng. Piéu dé
rat tuyét! Nhung con biét gi khéng? Chay bd khéng phai 1a mau
chot van deé - dé chi 1a diéu ba quyét dinh lam, cho chinh ban
thén ba. Piéu quan trong 1a con no luc hoan thanh nhiing viéc
con can phailam. Va moéi l1an con quyét dinh lam diéu gi d4, con

can chac chan rang con da c6 gang hét sttc. Con hiéu khong?”

James gat dau. Cau di hiéu.



“Not finishing the things you start can become a habit. That’s
what your Mum and I are concerned about - we want you to
develop a good attitude, that’s all.”

“So that I don't spend all the family’s money, like Mum’s
grandfather?”

Dad chuckled. “Hey, Mum might have done that herself today.
Did you see all those shopping bags?”

Aok

“Khéng hoan thanh nhiing céng viéc minh di bat dau cé thé sé
tao nén mot thoi quen xau. Pé 1a diéu ma me con va ba quan
tdm - ba me muodn con phat huy thai do tich cuc, chi can thé
thoi!”



“Pé& con khong tiéu hét tién cla gia dinh minh, gidng nhu 6ng
ctia me phai khéong ba?”

Ba mim cudi. “Ai chd, hdm nay cé vé Me di 1am thé rdi, con a. Con
thay tat cd nhiing cai tiii xdch mua sam lic ndy khong?”

bkl

The air was thick and still as they crossed the road to walk back
home.

“Dad?” James said. “Mum wasn’t happy that you told me that
story about Grandpa’s dad, was she?”

“She’s just sensitive about it. If you're smart, you won’t raise the
subject yourself...”

“But why?”

“It still hurts, James - she feels sorry for Grandpa and sad that
he was missing from her life when she was a kid. She also
knows that she can never repay him for all the sacrifices he
made.”

bkl

Bz“%u khong khi day dac tan dén khi hai cha con biang qua dudng
dé vé nha.

“Ba di!”. James néi. “Hinh nhu me khong vui khi ba ké con nghe
chuyén vé ba ctia 6ng ngoai phai khong a?”

“Me chi nhay cdm khi nhic d&n né théi. Néu con khéo 1éo thi
dung tu néu ra van dé nay nita...”

“Nhung vi sao vay a?”



“Né van khién me dau 1dong, James a. Me con cam thay thuong
éng ngoai va buodn vi 6ng khong thé & bén me nhiéu khi me con
12 mot dda tré. Me cling biét rang me sé khong bao gid ¢ thé
lam gi dé b ddp cho tat ca sy hy sinh ma 6ng da 1am.”

bkt
“Thanks,” James said as they reached their door.
“For what?”

“For explaining. And don’t worry. I'm going to be extra diligous
from now on.”

“Diligent,” Dad laughed. “The word is diligent.”
“Cam on ba”, James néi khi hai cha con via téi ctta nha.
“Vé diéu gi?”

“Vi @3 giai thich cho con hiéu. Vi ba me diing lo lang niia nhé!
TU gic con sé can...can... hon.”

“Can cl”, ba bat cudi. “Tu d6 1a can cii.”






DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - CAC CAU HOL
THAO LUAN

1) Was James’ homework too difficult? Why was he getting
stuck with his homework again?

2) Why do you think James “switches off” his brain when he
thinks something is difficult? Have you done this?

3) James could not see the point of jogging in the park because
he already had sports at school. How was this attitude different
to the attitude of his father?

4) Soon James decided that he was not going to run around the
park any more. Do you know someone who gives up easily too?
Describe that person and give an example of what usually
happens.

5) James was surprised that Mum was upset about the models
and jigsaw puzzle that he had not completed. Why was this a
big deal to Mum?

6) James understood how the actions of his great-grandfather
had affected the life of Grandpa. How did James feel about this,
and what did he think of Grandpa?

7) Why was Mum sensitive when talking about her father?

8) Why do you think James decided to continue jogging with
Dad?

9) Look up “diligent” in the dictionary and write down three
synonyms.



10) How do you think being diligent can help you as you grow
older?

Aok

1. Bai tip vé nha ctia James c6 qua kho khong? Tai sao ciu lai bi
bi vdi bai tap vé nha?

2. Theo em, tai sao khi James nghi mot viéc nao do6 1a khé khan,
cau ay lai ty “tat” b6 ndo minh? Em c6 tung lam nhu vay khéng?

3. James khoéng thé hiéu duge muc dich ctia viée chay bd trong
cdng vién. Thai d6 ctia cdu va thai d6 ctia ba cdu ay khac nhau
nhu thé nao?

4. Chang bao 1au sau, James cuong quyét khéng chay bd quanh
cong vién nita. Em cé biét ngudi ndo ciing dé dang bd cudc nhu
viy khong? Hiy md ta ngudi dé va cho mot vi du vé viée thudng
hay xay ra.

5. James ngac nhién khi thay me buén vé viéc cau khéng hoan
thanh mo hinh va tro choi xép hinh. Vi sao hanh d6ng nay lai la
van dé 16n doi véi me?

6. James d3 hiéu nhiing hinh dong cfia éng c6 c¢é anh hudng
nhu thé nao do6i véi cudc ddi ctia 6ng ngoai. James cdm thay nhu
thé nao vé diéu nay, va cau nghi gi vé 6ng ngoai?

7. Tai sao me nhay cadm khi néi chuyén vé ba ctia me?

8. Em nghi sao khi James quyét dinh tiép tuc chay bd véi ba?

9. Hiy tra tit dién nghia cla tit “can ci” va viét ra ba tit ddng
nghia.

10. Em nghi su can cl1 c6 thé gitip em nhu thé nao khi em 16n?
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